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    Israel authorizes more settlements in the occupied West Bank. Strikes on Gaza kill 34, officials say




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Israeli soldiers check the identification cards of residents of the now evacuated Palestinian refugee camp of Tulkarem who return to collect belongings before the destruction of their homes as Israeli forces prepared to carry out the demolition of homes across the two refugee camps of the Israeli occupied West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)]
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            Israeli soldiers check the identification cards of residents of the now evacuated Palestinian refugee camp of Tulkarem who return to collect belongings before the destruction of their homes as Israeli forces prepared to carry out the demolition of homes across the two refugee camps of the Israeli occupied West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Residents of the now evacuated Palestinian refugee camp of Tulkarem who return to collect belongings before the destruction of their homes as Israeli forces prepared to carry out the demolition of homes across the two refugee camps of the Israeli occupied West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)]
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            Residents of the now evacuated Palestinian refugee camp of Tulkarem who return to collect belongings before the destruction of their homes as Israeli forces prepared to carry out the demolition of homes across the two refugee camps of the Israeli occupied West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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[image: Residents of the now evacuated Palestinian refugee camp of Tulkarem return to collect belongings before the destruction of their homes as Israeli forces prepared to carry out the demolition of homes across the two refugee camps of the Israeli occupied West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Residents of the now evacuated Palestinian refugee camp of Tulkarem return to collect belongings before the destruction of their homes as Israeli forces prepared to carry out the demolition of homes across the two refugee camps of the Israeli occupied West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Palestinian Red Crescent vehicle evacuates residents of the now evacuated refugee camp of Tulkarem who returned to collect belongings before the destruction of their homes as Israeli forces prepared to carry out the demolition of homes across the two refugee camps of the Israeli occupied West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)]
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            A Palestinian Red Crescent vehicle evacuates residents of the now evacuated refugee camp of Tulkarem who returned to collect belongings before the destruction of their homes as Israeli forces prepared to carry out the demolition of homes across the two refugee camps of the Israeli occupied West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view of the West Bank Israeli outpost of Homesh on Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]
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            A view of the West Bank Israeli outpost of Homesh on Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            JULIA FRANKEL and NATALIE MELZER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israel said Thursday it would establish 22 more Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank, including the legalization of outposts already built without government authorization. In the Gaza Strip, Israeli strikes killed at least 34 people, local health officials said. 
Israel captured the West Bank, along with Gaza and east Jerusalem, in the 1967 Mideast war and the Palestinians want all three territories for their future state. Most of the international community views settlements as illegal and an obstacle to resolving the decades-old conflict.
Defense Minister Israel Katz said the settlement decision "strengthens our hold on Judea and Samaria," using the biblical term for the West Bank. He said it "anchors our historical right in the Land of Israel, and constitutes a crushing response to Palestinian terrorism."
He added that the construction of settlements was also "a strategic move that prevents the establishment of a Palestinian state that would endanger Israel."

    
    
    
Watchdog group says it's the biggest expansion since Oslo
The Israeli anti-settlement watchdog Peace Now said the announcement was the most extensive move of its kind since the 1993 Oslo accords that launched the now-defunct peace process. It said the settlements, which are deep inside the territory, would "dramatically reshape the West Bank and entrench the occupation even further."
Israel has already built well over 100 settlements across the territory that are home to some 500,000 settlers. The settlements range from small hilltop outposts to fully developed communities with apartment blocks, shopping malls, factories and parks.
The West Bank is home to 3 million Palestinians, who live under Israeli military rule with the Palestinian Authority administering population centers. The settlers have Israeli citizenship. 
Peace Now said the plans call for the authorization of 12 existing outposts, the development of nine new settlements and reclassifying a neighborhood of an existing settlement as a separate one.
"The government is making clear -- again and without restraint -- that it prefers deepening the occupation and advancing de facto annexation over pursuing peace," the group said.

    
Settlements expand with little or no U.S. pushback
Israel has accelerated settlement construction in recent years -- long before Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack ignited the war in Gaza -- confining Palestinians to smaller and smaller areas of the West Bank and making the prospect of establishing a viable, independent state even more remote.
During his first term, President Donald Trump's administration broke with decades of U.S. foreign policy by supporting Israel's claims to territory seized by force and taking steps to legitimize the settlements. Former President Joe Biden, like most of his predecessors, opposed the settlements but applied little pressure to Israel to curb their growth.
The top United Nations court ruled last year that Israel's presence in the occupied Palestinian territories is unlawful and called on it to end, and for settlement construction to stop immediately. 
Israel denounced the non-binding opinion by a 15-judge panel of the International Court of Justice, saying the territories are part of the historic homeland of the Jewish people.

    
Calls for settlements in war-ravaged Gaza
Israel withdrew its settlements from the Gaza Strip in 2005, but leading figures in the current government have called for them to be re-established and for much of the Palestinian population of the territory to be resettled elsewhere through what they describe as voluntary emigration.
Palestinians view such plans as a blueprint for their forcible expulsion from their homeland, and experts say the plans would likely violate international law. 
Israel now controls more than 70% of Gaza, according to Yaakov Garb, a professor of environmental studies at Ben Gurion University, who has examined Israeli-Palestinian land use patterns for decades.
The area includes buffer zones along the border with Israel as well as the southern city of Rafah, which is now mostly uninhabited, and other large areas that Israel has ordered to be evacuated.

    
Strikes kill at least 34 in Gaza
An Israeli airstrike hit a house sheltering several families in Bureij, an urban refugee camp in central Gaza, killing 22 people, including nine women and children, according to officials at nearby Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital. An AP journalist viewed the hospital records of the dead.
Strikes in northern Gaza late Wednesday and early Thursday hit a house, killing eight people, including two women and three children, and a car in Gaza City, killing four, local hospitals said.
There was no immediate comment from the Israeli military, which says it only targets militants and blames civilian deaths on Hamas because the militants operate in populated areas.
Israel's campaign in Gaza aimed at destroying Hamas has killed over 54,000 Palestinians, mostly women and children, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, whose count does not distinguish between civilians and combatants.

    
The campaign was triggered by Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, in which militants stormed into Israel, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting 251. Hamas still holds 58 hostages, around a third of them alive, after most of the rest were released in ceasefire agreements. Israeli forces have rescued eight and recovered dozens of bodies.
___

Melzer reported from Nahariya, Israel. Associated Press writers Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut and Sam Mednick in Tel Aviv, Israel, contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-news-hostages-aid-05-29-2025-f68c800d2f85933e5cb27e5d8ccd8742



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    World News

    Chinese students anxious and angry after Rubio vows to revoke visas
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            Chinese university students in Beijing expressed concern over the future of student exchange programs Thursday, after US Secretary of State Marco Rubio said some Chinese students would have their U.S. visas revoked. The Chinese government said that it has "lodged a protest" with the U.S.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: American flags are displayed together with Chinese flags on top of a trishaw on Sept. 16, 2018, in Beijing. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)]
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            American flags are displayed together with Chinese flags on top of a trishaw on Sept. 16, 2018, in Beijing. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            FU TING, KANIS LEUNG and HUIZHONG WU

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- Chinese students studying in the U.S. are scrambling to figure out their futures after Secretary of State Marco Rubio announced Wednesday that some of them would have their visas revoked.
The U.S. will begin revoking the visas of some Chinese students, including those studying in "critical fields" and "those with connections to the Chinese Communist Party," according to the announcement.
China is the second-largest country of origin for international students in the United States, behind only India. In the 2023-2024 school year, more than 270,000 international students were from China, making up roughly a quarter of all foreign students in the U.S.
Rubio's announcement was a "new version of the Chinese Exclusion Act," said Liqin, a Chinese student at Johns Hopkins University, who asked to be identified only by his first name out of fear of retaliation. He was referring to a 19th-century law that prohibited Chinese from immigrating to the U.S. and banned Chinese people already in the U.S. from getting citizenship. He said Wednesday was the first time he thought about leaving the U.S. after spending a third of his life here. 

    
    Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Chinese international students are a point of tension

    
China's Foreign Ministry spokesperson, Mao Ning, called the U.S. decision unreasonable. 
"Such a politicized and discriminatory action lays bare the U.S. lie that it upholds so-called freedom and openness," she said Thursday, adding that China has lodged a protest with the U.S. 
The issue of Chinese students studying overseas has long been a point of tension in the bilateral relationship. In 2019, during Trump's first term, China's Ministry of Education warned students about visa issues in the U.S., with rising rejection rates and shortening of visas. 

    
    
    
Last year, the Chinese Foreign Ministry protested that a number of Chinese students were unfairly interrogated and sent home upon arrival at U.S. airports. 

    
Chinese state media has long hyped gun violence in the U.S. and violent protests during the pandemic, and portrayed the U.S. as a dangerous place that wasn't safe for its citizens. The tense bilateral relationship has also meant that some Chinese students are opting to study in the U.K. or other countries over the U.S. after the pandemic. 
Zou Renge, a 27-year-old public policy master's student at the University of Chicago, said she had planned to take some time off and work in humanitarian aid programs abroad after graduating at the end of this year.
But now, she will refrain from leaving the U.S. and will look for jobs in the meantime. "In a very uncertain environment, I'll try my best to find myself a solution," she said. 

    
    
    

    
Hong Kong seeks to draw in talent amid uncertainty
Some were eager to capitalize on the uncertainty facing international students in the U.S. Hong Kong's leader John Lee told lawmakers on Thursday that the city would welcome any students who have been discriminated against by American policies to study in the city.
"The students who face unfair treatment can come from different countries beyond the U.S. I think this is an opportunity for Hong Kong," he said. "We will work with our universities to provide the best support and assistance."
That followed a widely shared post by the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) inviting Harvard students to "continue their academic pursuits" there after Trump said he would revoke the university's ability to accept international students.
Other Hong Kong universities including the Chinese University of Hong Kong and City University of Hong Kong also said they would streamline or facilitate applications from international students coming from top universities in the U.S. 
Hong Kong, a former British colony that returned to China in 1997, is a popular destination for mainland Chinese students to pursue their university degrees because of its international image and relative freedoms.
The city launched a new visa scheme in 2022 to counter the exodus of expatriates and local professionals that occurred after Beijing imposed a national security law to quell dissent and during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Will Kwong, managing director at Hong Kong's AAS Education Consultancy, said his company was helping students with offers from American universities to apply to other institutions, predominantly in Britain and Australia, so that they had alternative choices.

    
U.S. was known for diversity and this will hurt it, students say
"Having fewer international exchanges is definitely not good for America's development," said Zhang Qi, a postdoctoral fellow in Beijing. "This could be a positive change for China's development. More talented individuals may choose to stay at Tsinghua or Peking University, or with the Chinese Academy of Sciences and other top institutions in China, which would benefit the development of domestic science and technology."
For many, there is little they can do as they now wait for the fallout from the move.
Chen, a Chinese student at Purdue University who only gave his last name out of concern for retaliation by the Trump administration, has been waiting anxiously in China for his visa approval. But he was also angry, and said this was the exact opposite of what he thought the U.S. stood for.

    
"I was expecting freedom and tolerance. The U.S. was known for its diversity which allows international students to fit in, but it is a pity to see such change," he said.
---

Fu Ting reported from Washington, Wu from Bangkok. Associated Press researcher Shihuan Chen and video producer Olivia Zhang in Beijing contributed to this report.
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            Across the Nordic nations, governments are boosting defense spending, reassessing security and pushing the concept of total defense. It's an approach which mobilizes the whole of society to defend against military and non-military threats. (AP video shot by: Emma Burrows and Mustakim Hasnath)
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            In 1944, Norwegian resistance fighters in the town of Kongsberg blew up a factory making cannons for occupying Nazi German forces during World War II. More than 80 years later, the municipality could once again be a target for sabotage and is preparing for war.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Odd John Resser, Emergency Planning Officer for the municipality, walks in an underground shelter which was previously used by a youth club, in Kongsberg, Norway Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Emma Burrows)]
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            Odd John Resser, Emergency Planning Officer for the municipality, walks in an underground shelter which was previously used by a youth club, in Kongsberg, Norway Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Emma Burrows)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The above-ground entrance to a public shelter, which can fit around 450 people in case of crisis or war, is seen in Kongsberg, Norway Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Emma Burrows)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            The above-ground entrance to a public shelter, which can fit around 450 people in case of crisis or war, is seen in Kongsberg, Norway Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Emma Burrows)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The town of Kongsberg, which is the headquarters of a defense company which makes missiles for Ukraine and is seen as a potential target for sabotage, is seen in Norway Wednesday, May 7, 2025. (AP Photo/Emma Burrows)]
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            The town of Kongsberg, which is the headquarters of a defense company which makes missiles for Ukraine and is seen as a potential target for sabotage, is seen in Norway Wednesday, May 7, 2025. (AP Photo/Emma Burrows)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Odd John Resser, Emergency Planning Officer for the municipality, walks in the tunnel of a Cold War era underground shelter which was dusted off after Russia's invasion of Ukraine, in Kongsberg, Norway Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Emma Burrows)]
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            Odd John Resser, Emergency Planning Officer for the municipality, walks in the tunnel of a Cold War era underground shelter which was dusted off after Russia's invasion of Ukraine, in Kongsberg, Norway Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Emma Burrows)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Merihaka shelter, which can accommodate 6,000 people and includes an underground hockey pitch, is seen in Helsinki, Finland Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Emma Burrows)]
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            The Merihaka shelter, which can accommodate 6,000 people and includes an underground hockey pitch, is seen in Helsinki, Finland Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Emma Burrows)
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            EMMA BURROWS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        KONGSBERG, Norway (AP) -- In 1944, Norwegian resistance fighters in the town of Kongsberg blew up a factory making cannons for occupying Nazi German forces during World War II. 
More than 80 years later, the municipality could once again be a target for sabotage and is preparing for war. 
The local authorities have dusted off Cold War-era bomb shelters, installed a new satellite communications system and are working with the military on plans to help a deployment of Western forces in case of conflict. 
"The lesson we learned from Ukraine is that everybody pitched in," said Odd John Resser, Kongsberg's Emergency Planning Officer, noting breweries that pivoted to making Molotov cocktails, local authorities that built schools in shelters and weapons factories which ramped up production. 
Across the Nordic nations, governments are boosting defense spending, reassessing security and pushing the concept of total defense. It's an approach which mobilizes the whole of society to defend against military and non-military threats. 

    
As Moscow wages war in Ukraine, Western officials are accusing Russia of being behind a campaign of sabotage, arson and cyberattacks and there are jitters across the continent about whether Europe can rely on the U.S. as a partner. 



    
        




    




The Norwegian government published its first national security strategy in May, saying the country is facing its most serious security situation since World War II.

    
    
    
"After decades of peace," it warned, "a new era has begun for Norway and for Europe." 
"What is now happening in Ukraine has to be a wake-up call for all and we must strengthen our defense to prevent anything like that from happening to us," Norway's Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store told The Associated Press.

    
Total defense
Norway announced in January that it plans to start building bomb shelters in new buildings after halting the practice in 1998.
The Swedish government appointed its first minister for civil defense in 2022, shortly after Russia invaded Ukraine. Residents aged 16 to 70 are required to serve in the event or threat of war, either in the military or helping to provide rescue, firefighting, healthcare or other services. 
Finland's civil defense shelters are the envy of the Nordics and can fit around 86% of the Finnish population. One public shelter in Helsinki can fit 6,000 people, is designed to withstand the fallout from a nuclear attack and is in an almost constant state of readiness with beds and sinks tucked away behind blast doors and an underground hockey pitch.

    
    
    
Norway and some other Nordic nations also tell residents to have enough food and water stored for seven days. 
"How would you and your nearest family manage if the electricity supply was cut off for a longer period? What would you do if the water supply failed?" the Norwegian handbook asks.
AP spoke to 11 people in Kongsberg and the majority said they had some form of supplies. While most didn't have a stockpile for seven days - and some had nothing at all - two people said they could probably survive for more than a week.
"Russia is very close to Norway and you don't know what's going to happen. I would rather be prepared than not prepared," said Katina Bakke, who works in a sports shop in Kongsberg. 

    
Community support for troops
Although Norwegian authorities are not expecting an imminent conflict, if war comes to Northern Europe, Kongsberg could be critical.
The municipality, 85 kilometers (52 miles) southwest of the Norwegian capital Oslo with a population of around 27,000 people, is the headquarters of the Kongsberg Group, which makes high-precision weapons currently used in Ukraine. The company opened a new factory in 2024, ramping up production of advanced missiles used by multiple European countries.
The town could also play host to troops if there is a conflict. In May, local authorities across the region met with the military to plan support for Western troops with logistics and healthcare in the event of a deployment.
"If the allies are coming to Norway, either staying, training, doing war work or in transit towards the east, we will have a big task for the whole community to support that," Resser said.
By readying for the worst, Resser said, the municipality also prepares for other -- more likely -- threats such as a pandemic, extreme weather or power outages such as the one that immobilized Spain and Portugal in April.

    
Power generation and print-outs
Authorities in Kongsberg were not always so proactive but a flood in 2007 and an exercise simulating a four-day power disruption in 2016 made them realize they needed to step up.
They did a risk assessment, as obliged by law, identified more than 30 vulnerabilities and started spending money on contingency plans. 
Back-up power generators were bought for the town hall, medical facilities and old people's homes as well as a satellite link to be able to call for help. In case of a cyberattack, the local health authorities print and file critical patient data once a week. 

    
There were teething problems -- the first satellite phones purchased in 2017 could only connect from the local graveyard which was "not practical" in -20 degrees Celsius (-4 Fahrenheit) in winter, said Resser.
The second system was discovered to be broken in November last year, shortly after Donald Trump was elected for a second term as U.S. president.
Unsure of what Trump's election would mean for Norway, the local authorities chose a Norwegian satellite communications provider over an American competitor, Resser said, because the municipality wanted to make sure it had "national control" in an emergency. 
The "key difference" in the resilience model used across the Nordic nations is that it "empowers" local authorities to make decisions said Martha Turnbull, Director at the European Centre of Excellence for Countering Hybrid Threats in Helsinki, Finland. 
In the Nordics it's not up to the army to bring in bottles of water in a crisis; rather, there is the "expectation" that local authorities will respond, along with civilians and businesses, Turnbull said. 
Sabotage
Europeans elsewhere need to realize the threat from Moscow can reach "much deeper" than nations bordering Russia, said Matthew Redhead, a national security expert at the Royal United Services Institute in London.
"The threat is rising," from Russia's campaign of vandalism, sabotage and arson across Europe and Moscow could target energy grids, internet cables and water supplies, Norway's Defense Minister Tore O. Sandvik told AP.
"Sabotage has become one of the threats that is now on the radar to an extent that we haven't seen probably since the Second World War" said Even Tvedt, Chief Security Officer at the Kongsberg Group.
Reeling off suspicious incidents at the company, he detailed how in 2024 an activist tried to destroy engines for fighter jets, drones were spotted over an area where it's illegal to fly and attempts were made to get through a factory perimeter.
It's not always possible to identify motivation or to say if the incidents are separate, linked or just "some kid" flying a drone, but the number of suspicious events indicates sabotage is highly possible, Tvedt said.

Moscow is ramping up its activities in Europe to a "pre-war" level, said Redhead, but away from Russia ordinary people and local authorities may be less ready for a crisis because "we don't think we will be on the front line."
"Freaking people out about this at some point is potentially quite necessary." 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/norway-russia-europe-preparedness-total-defense-arctic-3deb846985c54fa33932c4e87a421394
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                    Climate

    $14 billion in clean energy projects have been canceled in the US this year, analysis says




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A view of a solar farm west of Rio Rancho, N.M., on June 15, 2021. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan, File)]
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[image: The sun sets behind a land-based wind farm in Atlantic City, N.J., on Feb. 10, 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry, File)]
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            The sun sets behind a land-based wind farm in Atlantic City, N.J., on Feb. 10, 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A solar farm sits in Mona, Utah, on Tuesday, Aug. 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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            A solar farm sits in Mona, Utah, on Tuesday, Aug. 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tyler Kirkland adds a scoop to a large bag of lithium carbonate at Albemarle Corp.'s Silver Peak lithium facility, Thursday, Oct. 6, 2022, in Silver Peak, Nev. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            Tyler Kirkland adds a scoop to a large bag of lithium carbonate at Albemarle Corp.'s Silver Peak lithium facility, Thursday, Oct. 6, 2022, in Silver Peak, Nev. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President-elect Donald Trump and Melania Trump are greeted by President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, upon their arrival at the White House, Monday, Jan. 20, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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            ALEXA ST. JOHN and ISABELLA O'MALLEY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        More than $14 billion in clean energy investments in the U.S. have been canceled or delayed this year, according to an analysis released Thursday, as President Donald Trump's pending megabill has raised fears over the future of domestic battery, electric vehicle and solar and wind energy development.
Many companies are concerned that investments will be in jeopardy amid House Republicans' passage of a tax bill that would gut clean energy credits, nonpartisan group E2 said in its analysis of projects that it and consultancy Atlas Public Policy tracked. 
The groups estimate the losses since January have also cost 10,000 new clean energy jobs.
The tax credits, bolstered in the landmark climate bill passed under former President Joe Biden in 2022, are crucial for boosting renewable technologies key to the clean energy transition. E2 estimates that $132 billion in plans have been announced since the so-called Inflation Reduction Act passed, not counting the cancellations.

    
Last week's House bill effectively renders moot many of the law's incentives. Advocacy groups decried the potential impact that could have on the industry after the multitrillion-dollar tax breaks package passed.



    
        




    




"The House's plan coupled with the administration's focus on stomping out clean energy and returning us to a country powered by coal and gas guzzlers is causing businesses to cancel plans, delay their plans and take their money and jobs to other countries instead," E2 executive director Bob Keefe said.
The Senate is now reviewing the bill with an informal July 4 deadline to get it to the president's desk. 

    
What has been canceled
Some of the most recent cancellations include the Kore Power battery factory in Arizona and BorgWarner's closure of two EV manufacturing sites in Michigan. Bosch suspended a $200 million investment in a hydrogen fuel cell factory in South Carolina, citing changes within the market over the past year in a statement to The Associated Press. 
Tariffs, inflationary pressures, nascent company struggles and low adoption rates for some technologies may also have been reasons for these companies' plans changing. For instance, the battery storage and electric vehicle sectors have seen the most impact in 2025, with the latter especially having had had a difficult past few years. Several projects spurred by the IRA were also canceled prior to 2025.
Of the projects canceled this year, most -- more than $12 billion worth -- came in Republican-led states and congressional districts, the analysis said. Red districts have benefited more than blue ones from an influx of clean energy development and jobs, experts say. 
Georgia and Tennessee are particularly at risk because they are highly invested in EV and battery production, said Marilyn Brown, an energy policy professor at the Georgia Institute of Technology who was not involved in the analysis.
"If all of a sudden these tax credits are removed, I'm not sure how these ongoing projects are going to continue," said Fengqi You, an engineering professor at Cornell University who also was not involved. 
A handful of Republican lawmakers have urged the continuation of energy tax credits, with some saying in an April letter to Senate Majority Leader John Thune, R-S.D. that a repeal could disrupt the American people and weaken the county's position as a global energy leader.

    
The US and the global stage
The Trump administration has sought to dismantle much of Biden's environmental and climate-related policy -- what he calls the Democrats' "green new scam" -- withdrawing again from the Paris climate agreement, rolling back countless landmark pollution regulations and environmental initiatives, reconsidering scientific findings supporting climate action, blocking renewable energy sources and more in an effort to bolster a fossil fuel-led "American energy dominance" agenda.
Meanwhile other countries are proceeding with green investments. The European Parliament is committing to the European Union Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism, a policy meant to prevent "carbon leakage," or companies moving production to countries where climate policies are less strict. And the International Maritime Organization is moving toward a global carbon tax on shipping.

    
In a sign that not all hope is lost for the future of renewables in the U.S., April alone saw nearly $500 million in new development, with Japanese manufacturing company Hitachi's energy arm building out transmission and electrification operations in Virginia and materials and technology company Corning investing in solar manufacturing in Michigan. 
Still, $4.5 billion in development was canceled or delayed last month, according to E2's tally.
___
Associated Press writer Matthew Daly in Washington contributed to this report.
___
Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/climate-clean-energy-investments-trump-solar-wind-349e80c0d9c2cc768e63de9d48813d31
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                    Religion

    It's not a reprint. Why Sacred Harp singers are revamping an iconic pre-Civil War hymnal




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Andy Ditzler stands in the center of a hollow square, "The Sacred Harp" formation in which singers organize into four voice parts and face each other to create an opening in the middle, at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Andy Ditzler stands in the hollow square, "The Sacred Harp" formation in which singers face each other, at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sarah George, who met her husband through Sacred Harp singing, holds their son while leading a song from the hollow square at a Sacred Harp gathering in Bremen, Ga., at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Sarah George, who met her husband through Sacred Harp singing, holds their son while leading a song from the hollow square at a Sacred Harp gathering in Bremen, Ga., at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A 1911 edition of "The Sacred Harp," a shape-note hymnal from the 1800s, opened to song No. 43, "Primerose Hill," at the Sacred Harp Publishing Company and Museum in Carrollton, Ga., on Friday, March 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            A 1911 edition of "The Sacred Harp," a shape-note hymnal from the 1800s, opened to song No. 43, "Primerose Hill," at the Sacred Harp Publishing Company and Museum in Carrollton, Ga., on Friday, March 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Matt Hinton, a shape-note singer, leads a song at a Sacred Harp singing event held at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Matt Hinton, a shape-note singer, leads a song at a Sacred Harp singing event held at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Trees encircle Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church, which has been a historical meeting site for Sacred Harp singers for generations, in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Trees encircle Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church, which has been a historical meeting site for Sacred Harp singers for generations, in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Isaac Green, 34, covers his eyes while praying before a Sacred Harp singing event at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Isaac Green, 34, covers his eyes while praying before a Sacred Harp singing event at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Isaac Green, 34, sings in the tenor section during a Sacred Harp singing event at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Isaac Green, 34, sings in the tenor section during a Sacred Harp singing event at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sheri Taylor, left, sits with her daughter, Laura Wood, and granddaughter, Riley McKibbin, 11, while singing from "The Sacred Harp" in the tenor section at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Sheri Taylor, left, sits with her daughter, Laura Wood, and granddaughter, Riley McKibbin, 11, while singing from "The Sacred Harp" in the tenor section at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rodney Ivey keeps time while singing from the tenor section at a Sacred Harp singing event at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Rodney Ivey keeps time while singing from the tenor section at a Sacred Harp singing event at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by the State Archives of Florida, M.L. Long leads sacred harp singers at the S.E. Alabama & Florida Union Sacred Harp Sing in Campbellton, Fla., on Nov. 24, 1980. (Peggy A. Bulger/State Archives of Florida via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by the State Archives of Florida, M.L. Long leads sacred harp singers at the S.E. Alabama & Florida Union Sacred Harp Sing in Campbellton, Fla., on Nov. 24, 1980. (Peggy A. Bulger/State Archives of Florida via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by the Library of Congress, Hugh McGraw leads singers at the South Georgia Sacred Harp Singing Convention in Tifton, Ga., on May 1, 1977. (Howard W. Marshall/Library of Congress via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by the Library of Congress, Hugh McGraw leads singers at the South Georgia Sacred Harp Singing Convention in Tifton, Ga., on May 1, 1977. (Howard W. Marshall/Library of Congress via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nathan Rees, a committee member and Sacred Harp museum curator, at The Sacred Harp Publishing Company and Museum in Carrolton, Ga., on Friday, March 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Nathan Rees, a committee member and Sacred Harp museum curator, at The Sacred Harp Publishing Company and Museum in Carrolton, Ga., on Friday, March 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sacred Harp singers sit among the headstones at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church for a midday potluck in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Sacred Harp singers sit among the headstones at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church for a midday potluck in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            A new edition of "The Sacred Harp," a pre-Civil War Christian hymnal first published in 1844, is being released this year. It helps carry on the more than 180-year-old American folk singing tradition that is as much about the music as it is the community. (AP Video/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            HOLLY MEYER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BREMEN, Ga. (AP) -- Singers at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in West Georgia treat their red hymnals like extensions of themselves, never straying far from their copies of "The Sacred Harp" and its music notes shaped like triangles, ovals, squares and diamonds.
In four-part harmony, they sing together for hours, carrying on a more than 180-year-old American folk tradition that is as much about the community as it is the music.
It's no accident "The Sacred Harp" is still in use today, and a new edition -- the first in 34 years -- is on its way.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A 1911 edition of "The Sacred Harp," a shape-note hymnal from the 1800s, opened to song No. 43, "Primerose Hill," at the Sacred Harp Publishing Company and Museum in Carrollton, Ga., on Friday, March 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]



        

        
        
            
                    A 1911 edition of "The Sacred Harp," opened to song No. 43, "Primerose Hill," at the Sacred Harp Publishing Company and Museum in Carrollton, Ga., on March 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Matt Hinton, a shape-note singer, leads a song at a Sacred Harp singing event held at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]



        

        
        
            
                    Matt Hinton leads a song at a singing event held at Holly Springs church on March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Since the Christian songbook's pre-Civil War publication, groups of Sacred Harp singers have periodically worked together to revise it, preserving its history and breathing new life into it. It's a renewal, not a reprint, said David Ivey, a lifelong singer and chair of the Sacred Harp Publishing Company's revision and music committee.

    
"That's credited for keeping our book vibrant and alive," said Ivey.
First published in 1844 by West Georgia editors and compilers Benjamin F. White and Elisha J. King, revisions of the shape-note hymnal make space for songs by living composers, said Jesse P. Karlsberg, a committee member and expert on the tradition.



    
        




    




"This is a book that was published before my great-grandparents were born and I think people will be singing from it long after I'm dead," said Karlsberg, who met his wife through the a cappella group practice, which is central to his academic career. It's also his spiritual community.

    
"It's changed my life to become a Sacred Harp singer."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Trees encircle Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church, which has been a historical meeting site for Sacred Harp singers for generations, in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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Cuts, additions and other weighty decision making
The nine-member revision committee feels tremendous responsibility, said Ivey, who also worked on the most recent 1991 edition. 
Sacred Harp singers are not historical reenactors, he said. They use their hymnals week after week. Some treat them like scrapbooks or family Bibles, tucking mementos between pages, taking notes in the margins and passing them down. Memories and emotions get attached to specific songs, and favorites in life can become memorials in death.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Isaac Green, 34, covers his eyes while praying before a Sacred Harp singing event at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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[image: Isaac Green, 34, sings in the tenor section during a Sacred Harp singing event at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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"The book is precious to people," said Ivey, on a March afternoon surrounded by songbooks and related materials at the nonprofit publishing company's museum in Carrollton, Georgia. 
Sacred Harp singing is a remarkably well-documented tradition. The small, unassuming museum -- about 50 miles (80 kilometers) west of Atlanta near the Alabama state line -- stewards a trove of recordings and meeting minutes of singing events.
The upcoming edition is years in the making. The revision, authorized by the publishing company's board of directors in October 2018, was delayed by the COVID-19 pandemic. It now will be released in September at the annual convention of the United Sacred Harp Musical Association in Atlanta. 
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Ivey hopes singers fall in love with it, though he knows there is nervousness in the Sacred Harp community. For now, many of the changes are under wraps.
Assembled to be representative of the community, the committee is being methodical and making decisions through consensus, Ivey said. Though most will remain, some old songs will be cut and new ones added. They invited singer input, holding community meetings and singing events to help evaluate the more than 1,100 new songs submitted for consideration. 

    
Singing unites generations of family and friends

    
Sarah George, who met her husband through Sacred Harp and included it in their Episcopal wedding, hopes his compositions make the 2025 edition and their son grows up seeing his dad's name in the songbook they will sing out of most weekends. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sarah George, who met her husband through Sacred Harp singing, holds their son while leading a song from the hollow square at a Sacred Harp gathering in Bremen, Ga., at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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More so, George is wishing for a revival.
Her hope for "the revision is that it reminds people and reminds singers that we're not doing something antiquated and folksy. We're doing something that is a living, breathing worship tradition and music tradition," said George, during a weekend of singing at Holly Springs. 
Dozens gathered at the church for the Georgia State Sacred Harp Convention. Its back-to-back days of singing were interrupted by little other than potluck lunches and fellowship.
Sharing a pew with her daughter and granddaughter, Sheri Taylor explained that her family has sung from "The Sacred Harp" for generations. Her grandfather built a church specifically for singing events.
"I was raised in it," said Taylor.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sheri Taylor, left, sits with her daughter, Laura Wood, and granddaughter, Riley McKibbin, 11, while singing from "The Sacred Harp" in the tenor section at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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They've also known songwriters. Her daughter Laura Wood has fond childhood memories of singing with the late Hugh McGraw, a torchbearer of the tradition who oversaw the 1991 edition. While her mother is wary of the upcoming revision, knowing some songs won't be included, Wood is excited for it.
At Holly Springs, they joined the chorus of voices bouncing off the church's floor-to-ceiling wood planks and followed along in their songbooks. Wood felt connected to her family, especially her late grandmother. 
"I can feel them with me," she said.
Fa, sol, la, mi and other peculiarities of shape-note singing

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rodney Ivey keeps time while singing from the tenor section at a Sacred Harp singing event at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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Like all Sacred Harp events, it was not a performance. "The Sacred Harp" is meant to be sung by everyone -- loudly. 

    
Anyone can lead a song of their choosing from the hymnal's 554 options, but a song can only be sung once per event with few exceptions. Also called fa-sol-la singing, the group sight-reads the songs using the book's unique musical notations, sounding first its shape notes -- fa, sol, la and mi -- and then its lyrics. 

    
    
    
"The whole idea is to make singing accessible to anyone," said Karlsberg. "For many of us, it's a moving and spiritual experience. It's also a chance to see our dear friends." 
The shape-note tradition emerged from New England's 18th century singing school movement that aimed to improve Protestant church music and expanded into a social activity. Over time, "The Sacred Harp" became synonymous with this choral tradition.
"The Sacred Harp" was designed to be neither denominational nor doctrinal, Karlsberg said. Many of its lyrics were composed by Christian reformers from England, such as Isaac Watts and Charles Wesley, he said. It was rarely used during church services. 
Instead, the hymnal was part of the social fabric of the rural South, though racially segregated, Karlsberg said. Before emancipation, enslaved singers were part of white-run Sacred Harp events; post-Reconstruction, Black singers founded their own conventions, he said. "The Sacred Harp" eventually expanded to cities and beyond the South, including other countries. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by the Library of Congress, Hugh McGraw leads singers at the South Georgia Sacred Harp Singing Convention in Tifton, Ga., on May 1, 1977. (Howard W. Marshall/Library of Congress via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the State Archives of Florida, M.L. Long leads sacred harp singers at the S.E. Alabama & Florida Union Sacred Harp Sing in Campbellton, Fla., on Nov. 24, 1980. (Peggy A. Bulger/State Archives of Florida via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    In this photo provided by the State Archives of Florida, M.L. Long leads sacred harp singers at the S.E. Alabama & Florida Union Sacred Harp Sing in Campbellton, Fla., on Nov. 24, 1980. (Peggy A. Bulger/State Archives of Florida via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
"The Sacred Harp" is still sung in its hollow square formation. Singers organize into four voice parts: treble, alto, tenor and bass. Each group takes a side, facing an opening in the center where a rotating song leader guides the group and keeps time as dozens of voices come from all sides. 
Christian or not, all singers are welcome
"It's a high. I mean it's just an almost indescribable feeling," said Karen Rollins, a longtime singer and committee member. 
At the museum, Rollins carefully turned the pages of her first edition copy of "The Sacred Harp," and explained how the tradition is part of her fiber and faith. She often picks a Sunday singing over church. 
"I like the fact that we can all sing -- no matter who we are, what color, what religion, whatever -- that we can sing with these people and never, never get upset talking about anything that might divide us," she said.
Though many are Christian, Sacred Harp singers include people of other faiths and no faith, including LGBTQ+ community members who found church uncomfortable but miss congregational singing.
"It's the good part of church for the people who grew up with it," said Sam Kleinman, who stepped into the opening at Holly Springs to lead song No. 564 "Zion." He is part of the vibrant shape-note singing community in New York City, that meets at St. John's Lutheran Church near the historic Stonewall Inn.
Kleinman, who is Jewish but not observant, said he doesn't have a religious connection to the lyrics and finds singing in a group cathartic.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nathan Rees, a committee member and Sacred Harp museum curator, at The Sacred Harp Publishing Company and Museum in Carrolton, Ga., on Friday, March 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]



        

        
        
            
                    Nathan Rees, a committee member and Sacred Harp museum curator, at The Sacred Harp Publishing Company and Museum on March 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Whereas Nathan Rees, a committee member and Sacred Harp museum curator, finds spiritual depth in the often-somber words.
"It just seems transcendent sometimes when you're singing this, and you're thinking about the history of the people who wrote these texts, the bigger history of just Christian devotion, and then also the history of music and this community," he said. 
At Holly Springs, Rees took his turn as song leader, choosing No. 374, "Oh, Sing with Me!" The group did as the 1895 song directed -- loudly and in harmony like so many Sacred Harp singers before them.
"There's no other experience to me that feels as elevating," he said, "like you're just escaping the world for a little while."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sacred Harp singers sit among the headstones at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church for a midday potluck in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Federal judge extends order blocking Trump administration ban on foreign students at Harvard




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Ryan Enos, a government professor at Harvard University, speaks at a protest against President Donald Trump's recent sanctions against Harvard in front of Science Center Plaza on Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Leah Willingham)]
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    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


BOSTON (AP) -- A federal judge on Thursday extended an order blocking the Trump administration's attempt to bar Harvard University from enrolling foreign students.
U.S. District Judge Allison Burroughs extended the block she imposed last week with a temporary restraining order on the government action. 
Harvard sued the Department of Homeland Security on Friday after Secretary Kristi Noem revoked its ability to host foreign students at its campus in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
On Thursday, the Trump administration announced a new effort to revoke Harvard's certification to enroll foreign students. In a letter sent by the acting Immigration and Customs Enforcement director, Todd Lyons, the government gave Harvard 30 days to respond to the alleged grounds for withdrawal, which include accusations that Harvard coordinated with foreign entities and failed to respond sufficiently to antisemitism on campus. 

    
The dispute over international enrollment at Harvard is the latest escalation in a battle between the White House and the nation's oldest and wealthiest college. In April, Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem sent a letter to the school, demanding a range of records related to foreign students, including discipline records and anything related to "dangerous or violent activity." Noem said it was in response to accusations of antisemitism on Harvard's campus.



    
        




    




Harvard says it complied. But on May 22, Noem sent a letter saying the school's response fell short. She said Harvard was being pulled from the federal program that allows colleges to sponsor international students to get U.S. visas. It took effect immediately and prevented Harvard from hosting foreign students in the upcoming school year.

    
    
    
In its lawsuit, Harvard argued that the government failed to follow administrative procedures and regulations that dictate how schools may be removed from eligibility to host international students, which including giving schools the opportunity to appeal and a 30-day window to respond. Wednesday's notice is in line with those regulations.

    
Already, despite the restraining order, the Trump administration's efforts to stop Harvard from enrolling international students have created an environment of "profound fear, concern, and confusion," the university's director of immigration services said in a court filing on Wednesday.
In a court filing, immigration services director Maureen Martin said that countless international students had asked about transferring, and that some domestic students had expressed interest in transferring or deferring because they believed their educational experience would not be the same without an international student body. 
Martin said that international Harvard students arriving in Boston were sent to additional screening by Customs and Border Protection agents, and that international students seeking to obtain their visas were being denied or facing delays at consulates and embassies.
The sanction, if allowed to proceed, could upend some graduate schools that recruit heavily from abroad. Among those at risk was Belgium's Princess Elisabeth, who just finished her first year in a Harvard graduate program. Some schools overseas quickly offered invitations to Harvard's students, including two universities in Hong Kong.

    
Trump railed against Harvard on social media after Burroughs temporarily halted the action last week, saying "the best thing Harvard has going for it is that they have shopped around and found the absolute best Judge (for them!) - But have no fear, the Government will, in the end, WIN!"
The Trump administration has levied a range of grievances against Harvard, accusing it of being a hotbed of liberalism and failing to protect Jewish students from harassment. The government is demanding changes to Harvard's governance and policies to bring it in line with the president's vision.
Harvard was the first university to reject the government's demands, saying it threatened the autonomy that has long made U.S. higher education a magnet for the world's top scholars. In a pair of lawsuits, Harvard accuses the government of retaliating against the university for rebuffing political demands.

    
___
This story has been corrected to reflect the judge did not grant a preliminary injunction, but extended a temporary restraining order.
___
Ma reported from Washington. Associated Press writer Collin Binkley contributed to this report.
____

The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Elon Musk is leaving the Trump administration after leading effort to slash federal government
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            Elon Musk is criticizing the centerpiece of President Donald Trump's legislative agenda, a significant fracture in a partnership that was forged during last year's campaign and was poised to reshape American politics and the federal government. (AP Production: Marissa Duhaney)
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            Elon Musk is leaving his government role as a top adviser to President Donald Trump after spearheading efforts to reduce and overhaul the federal bureaucracy. (AP Video: Mike Pesoli)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Elon Musk looks on as President Donald Trump meets South African President Cyril Ramaphosa in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, May 21, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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            Elon Musk looks on as President Donald Trump meets South African President Cyril Ramaphosa in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, May 21, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speak to reporters after departing a House Republican conference meeting, Tuesday, May 20, 2025, at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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[image: Elon Musk flashes his T-shirt that reads "DOGE" to the media as he walks on the South Lawn of the White House, in Washington, March 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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            Elon Musk flashes his T-shirt that reads "DOGE" to the media as he walks on the South Lawn of the White House, in Washington, March 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Elon Musk is leaving his government role as a top adviser to President Donald Trump after spearheading efforts to reduce and overhaul the federal bureaucracy.
His departure, announced Wednesday evening, marks the end of a turbulent chapter that included thousands of layoffs, the evisceration of government agencies and reams of litigation. Despite the upheaval, the billionaire entrepreneur struggled in the unfamiliar environment of Washington, and he accomplished far less than he hoped. 
He dramatically reduced his target for cutting spending -- from $2 trillion to $1 trillion to $150 billion -- and increasingly expressed frustration about resistance to his goals. Sometimes he clashed with other top members of Trump's administration, who chafed at the newcomer's efforts to reshape their departments, and he faced fierce political blowback for his efforts. 

    
Musk's role working for Trump was always intended to be temporary, and he had recently signaled that he would be shifting his attention back to running his businesses, such as the electric automaker Tesla and the rocket company SpaceX. 



    
        




    




But administration officials were often vague about when Musk would step back from his position spearheading the Department of Government Efficiency, known as DOGE, and he abruptly revealed that he was leaving in a post on X, his social media website. 

    
    
    
"As my scheduled time as a Special Government Employee comes to an end, I would like to thank President @realDonaldTrump for the opportunity to reduce wasteful spending," he wrote. "The @DOGE mission will only strengthen over time as it becomes a way of life throughout the government."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speak to reporters after departing a House Republican conference meeting, Tuesday, May 20, 2025, at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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A White House official, who requested anonymity to talk about the change, confirmed Musk's departure. 
Musk announced his decision one day after CBS released part of an interview in which he criticized the centerpiece of Trump's legislative agenda by saying he was "disappointed" by what the president calls his "big beautiful bill."

    
The legislation includes a mix of tax cuts and enhanced immigration enforcement. Musk described it as a "massive spending bill" that increases the federal deficit and "undermines the work" of his Department of Government Efficiency, known as DOGE. 
"I think a bill can be big or it could be beautiful," Musk said. "But I don't know if it could be both."
Trump, speaking in the Oval Office on Wednesday, defended his agenda by talking about the delicate politics involved with negotiating the legislation. 
"I'm not happy about certain aspects of it, but I'm thrilled by other aspects of it," he said. 
Trump also suggested that more changes could be made.
"We're going to see what happens," he said. "It's got a way to go."
Republicans recently pushed the measure through the House and are debating it in the Senate. 
Musk's concerns are shared by some Republican lawmakers. "I sympathize with Elon being discouraged," said Wisconsin Sen. Ron Johnson. 
Speaking at a Milwaukee Press Club event on Wednesday, Johnson added that he was "pretty confident" there was enough opposition "to slow this process down until the president, our leadership, gets serious" about reducing spending. He said there was no amount of pressure Trump could put on him to change his position.

    
Speaker Mike Johnson has asked senators to make as few changes to the legislation as possible, saying that House Republicans reached a "very delicate balance" that could be upended with major changes. The narrowly divided House will have to vote again on final passage once the Senate alters the bill.

    
On Wednesday, Johnson thanked Musk for his work and promised to pursue more spending cuts in the future, saying "the House is eager and ready to act on DOGE's findings."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Elon Musk flashes his T-shirt that reads "DOGE" to the media as he walks on the South Lawn of the White House, in Washington, March 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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The White House is sending some proposed rescissions, a mechanism used to cancel previously authorized spending, to Capitol Hill to solidify some of DOGE's cuts. A spokesperson for the Office of Management and Budget said the package will include $1.1 billion from the Corporation of Public Broadcasting, which funds NPR and PBS, and $8.3 billion in foreign assistance.
Musk occasionally seemed chastened by his experience working in government.
"The federal bureaucracy situation is much worse than I realized," he told The Washington Post. "I thought there were problems, but it sure is an uphill battle trying to improve things in D.C., to say the least."
He also recently said that he'll reduce his political spending, because "I think I've done enough." 
Musk had previously been energized by the opportunity to reshape Washington. After putting at least $250 million behind Trump's candidacy, he wore campaign hats in the White House, held his own campaign rallies, and talked about excessive spending as an existential crisis. He often tended to be effusive in his praise of Trump. 
"The more I've gotten to know President Trump, the more I like the guy," Musk said in February. "Frankly, I love him."

    
Trump repaid the favor, describing Musk as "a truly great American." When Tesla faced declining sales, he turned the White House driveway into a makeshift showroom to illustrate his support.
It's unclear what, if any, impact that Musk's comments about the bill would have on the legislative debate, especially given his departure from the administration. During the transition period, when his influence was on the rise, he helped whip up opposition to a spending measure as the country stood on the brink of a federal government shutdown. 
His latest criticism could embolden Republicans who want bigger spending cuts. Republican Utah Sen. Mike Lee reposted a Fox News story about Musk's interview while also adding his own take on the measure, saying there was "still time to fix it."
"The Senate version will be more aggressive," Lee said. "It can, it must, and it will be. Or it won't pass."
Only two Republicans -- Reps. Warren Davidson of Ohio and Thomas Massie of Kentucky -- voted against the bill when the House took up the measure last week.
Davidson took note of Musk's comments on social media.
"Hopefully, the Senate will succeed with the Big Beautiful Bill where the House missed the moment," he wrote. "Don't hope someone else will cut deficits someday, know it has been done this Congress." 
The Congressional Budget Office, in a preliminary estimate, said the tax provisions would increase federal deficits by $3.8 trillion over the decade, while the changes to Medicaid, food stamps and other services would reduce spending by slightly more than $1 trillion over the same period.

House Republican leaders say increased economic growth would allow the bill to be deficit-neutral or deficit-reducing, but outside watchdogs are skeptical. The Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget estimates the bill would add $3 trillion to the debt, including interest, over the next decade.
___ Associated Press writers Scott Bauer in Milwaukee, and Kevin Freking, Lisa Mascaro and Zeke Miller in Washington contributed to this report. 
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    Federal court blocks Trump from imposing sweeping tariffs under emergency powers law
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            President Trump rejects that he's "chickening out" after setting destructively high tariff rates and then pulling them back. "It's called negotiation," he said. It's a reference to what's known as the TACO trade, a term that stands for "Trump Always Chickens Out."

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks during an event to announce new tariffs in the Rose Garden at the White House on April 2, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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            President Donald Trump speaks during an event to announce new tariffs in the Rose Garden at the White House on April 2, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers, back, unload vehicles while a car, center front, is moved to another location of the area, where export vehicles are parked at the Daikoku vehicle terminal center in Yokohama, near Tokyo, April 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae, File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            Workers, back, unload vehicles while a car, center front, is moved to another location of the area, where export vehicles are parked at the Daikoku vehicle terminal center in Yokohama, near Tokyo, April 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Soy beans are harvested near Plattsmouth, Neb., Oct. 6, 2010. (AP Photo/Nati Harnik, File)]
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            Soy beans are harvested near Plattsmouth, Neb., Oct. 6, 2010. (AP Photo/Nati Harnik, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer, left, and U.S. Secretary of the Treasury Scott Bessent take part in a press conference after two days of closed-door discussions on trade between the United States and China, in Geneva, Switzerland, Monday, May 12, 2025. (Jean-Christophe Bott/Keystone via AP)]
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    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- A federal court on Wednesday blocked President Donald Trump from imposing sweeping tariffs on imports under an emergency-powers law, swiftly throwing into doubt Trump's signature set of economic policies that have rattled global financial markets, frustrated trade partners and raised broader fears about inflation intensifying and the economy slumping. 
The ruling from a three-judge panel at the New York-based U.S. Court of International Trade came after several lawsuits arguing Trump's "Liberation Day" tariffs exceeded his authority and left the country's trade policy dependent on his whims.
Trump has repeatedly said the tariffs would force manufacturers to bring back factory jobs to the U.S. and generate enough revenue to reduce federal budget deficits. He used the tariffs as a negotiating cudgel in hopes of forcing other nations to negotiate agreements that favored the U.S., suggesting he would simply set the rates himself if the terms were unsatisfactory.

    
White House spokesperson Kush Desai said that trade deficits amount to a national emergency "that has decimated American communities, left our workers behind, and weakened our defense industrial base -- facts that the court did not dispute."



    
        




    




The administration, he said, remains "committed to using every lever of executive power to address this crisis and restore American Greatness." 

    
    
    
But for now, Trump might not have the threat of import taxes to exact his will on the world economy as he had intended, since doing so would require congressional approval. What remains unclear is whether the White House will respond to the ruling by pausing all of its emergency power tariffs in the interim.
Trump might still be able to temporarily launch import taxes of 15% for 150 days on nations with which the U.S. runs a substantial trade deficit. The ruling notes that a president has this authority under Section 122 of the Trade Act of 1974.

    
    
    

    
The ruling amounted to a categorical rejection of the legal underpinnings of some of Trump's signature and most controversial actions of his four-month-old second term. The administration swiftly filed notice of appeal -- and the Supreme Court will almost certainly be called upon to lend a final answer -- but it casts a sharp blow.
The case was heard by three judges: Timothy Reif, who was appointed by Trump, Jane Restani, named to the bench by President Ronald Reagan and Gary Katzmann, an appointee of President Barack Obama.
"The Worldwide and Retaliatory Tariff Orders exceed any authority granted to the President by IEEPA to regulate importation by means of tariffs," the court wrote, referring to the 1977 International Emergency Economic Powers Act.
The ruling left in place any tariffs that Trump put in place using his Section 232 powers from the Trade Expansion Act of 1962. He put a 25% tax on most imported autos and parts, as well as on all foreign-made steel and aluminum. Those tariffs depend on a Commerce Department investigation that reveals national security risks from imported products.

    
It was filed in the U.S. Court of International Trade, a federal court that deals specifically with civil lawsuits involving international trade law.
While tariffs must typically be approved by Congress, Trump has said he has the power to act to address the trade deficits he calls a national emergency.
He is facing at least seven lawsuits challenging the levies. The plaintiffs argued that the emergency powers law does not authorize the use of tariffs, and even if it did, the trade deficit is not an emergency because the U.S. has run a trade deficit with the rest of the world for 49 consecutive years.
Trump imposed tariffs on most of the countries in the world in an effort to reverse America's massive and long-standing trade deficits. He earlier plastered levies on imports from Canada, China and Mexico to combat the illegal flow of immigrants and the synthetic opioids across the U.S. border.
His administration argues that courts approved then-President Richard Nixon's emergency use of tariffs in 1971, and that only Congress, and not the courts, can determine the "political" question of whether the president's rationale for declaring an emergency complies with the law.

    
Trump's Liberation Day tariffs shook global financial markets and led many economists to downgrade the outlook for U.S. economic growth. So far, though, the tariffs appear to have had little impact on the world's largest economy. 
The lawsuit was filed by a group of small businesses, including a wine importer, V.O.S. Selections, whose owner has said the tariffs are having a major impact and his company may not survive. 
A dozen states also filed suit, led by Oregon. "This ruling reaffirms that our laws matter, and that trade decisions can't be made on the president's whim," Attorney General Dan Rayfield said. 


    
Oregon Sen. Ron Wyden, top Democrat on the Senate Finance Committee, said the tariffs had "jacked up prices on groceries and cars, threatened shortages of essential goods and wrecked supply chains for American businesses large and small.''
___
Associated Press writers Zeke Miller and Paul Wiseman contributed to this story. 
___
This story has been updated to correct the spelling of the last name of Judge Gary Katzmann, from Katzman in earlier versions of the story.
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                    Sports

    French Open 2025: Coco Gauff's serve is not at its best but she gets the breaks for a win




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Coco Gauff of the U.S. celebrates winning against Tereza Valentova of the Czech Republic following their second round match of the French Tennis Open, at the Roland-Garros stadium, in Paris, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]
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[image: Coco Gauff of the U.S. reaches for the ball as she plays Tereza Valentova of the Czech Republic during their second round match of the French Tennis Open, at the Roland-Garros stadium, in Paris, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]
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[image: Tereza Valentova of the Czech Republic returns the ball to Coco Gauff of the U.S. during their second round match of the French Tennis Open, at the Roland-Garros stadium, in Paris, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]
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[image: Italy's Jannik Sinner, left, stands by France's Richard Gasquet after their second round match of the French Tennis Open, at the Roland-Garros stadium, in Paris, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: France's Arthur Fils celebrates beating Spain's Jaume Munar after their second round match of the French Tennis Open, at the Roland-Garros stadium, in Paris, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]
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            By 
            HOWARD FENDRICH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        PARIS (AP) -- Coco Gauff kept getting herself in some trouble with shaky serving in the French Open's second round, and she kept putting herself back in position to win by breaking right back Thursday.
The second-seeded Gauff, pursuing her first title at Roland-Garros, eliminated 172nd-ranked qualifier Tereza Valentova of the Czech Republic 6-2, 6-4 in 75 minutes on a partly cloudy, warm afternoon in Court Suzanne-Lenglen.
Amid a soundtrack of sirens from nearby streets and roars from nearby courts, 2023 U.S. Open champion Gauff only managed to produce 11 winners, five fewer than her far-less-experienced opponent. Gauff also finished with 23 unforced errors, a total that included a half-dozen double-faults.
Against Valentova, an 18-year-old who won the junior title at the French Open last year and was competing in the main draw at a major tournament for the first time, Gauff got broken five times. Four of those came in the second set -- and each time, the 21-year-old Floridian managed to immediately rebound to claim Valentova's very next service game.

    
"There is a sense of urgency after getting broken, for sure. You don't want to get too far behind. You don't want to get two breaks down. You can live with one break. But she's definitely got to serve better and do a better job of holding as the tournament progresses," said Gauff's father, Corey. "She's probably been one of the best returners of serve on the tour the last two to three months. But that's not what you want. You want to hold first, for sure. It's not really a break until you hold."
On Saturday, 2022 runner-up Gauff will try to reach the fourth round in Paris for the fifth consecutive appearance, facing another Czech player, Marie Bouzkova.

    
    
    
What else happened at the French Open on Thursday?
Other winners in the women's bracket included No. 3 Jessica Pegula, who was the runner-up at last year's U.S. Open, 18-year-old Mirra Andreeva, and 2023 Wimbledon champion Marketa Vondrousova, who reached the 2019 final at Roland-Garros. Vondrousova, who is unseeded this year, eliminated No. 25 Magdalena Frech 6-0, 4-6, 6-3 on Court 6 and then went out to sit in the stands at Lenglen to watch Gauff vs. Valentova. In men's play, No. 1 Jannik Sinner ended the career of 38-year-old Richard Gasquet by beating the Frenchman 6-3, 6-0, 6-4. No. 3 Alexander Zverev and No. 14 Arthur Fils won, while 24-time major champion Novak Djokovic was in late action against Corentin Moutet of France.

    
Who is on the schedule at Roland-Garros on Friday?

No. 1-ranked Aryna Sabalenka will begin third-round play at Court Philippe-Chatrier on Day 6 by facing Olga Danilovic, while the night match in the main stadium features defending champion Carlos Alcaraz against Damir Dzumhur, who hurt his left knee during a fall in his second-round win. Elsewhere, Iga Swiatek continues her bid for a fourth consecutive championship by playing Jaqueline Cristian, 18-year-old qualifier Victoria Mboko of Canada takes on Olympic gold medalist Zheng Qinwen, and No. 15 Frances Tiafoe faces No. 23 Sebastian Korda in an all-American matchup.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                    World News

    Driver charged with causing grievious bodily harm after Liverpool soccer parade tragedy




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Fans leave as Police and emergency personnel deal with an incident after a car collided with pedestrians near the Liver Building during the Premier League winners parade in Liverpool, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Jon Super)]
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[image: Scooters lie on the site where a 53-year-old British man plowed a minivan into a crowd of Liverpool soccer fans who were celebrating the city's Premier League championship Monday, injuring more than 45 people in Liverpool, England, Tuesday, May 27, 2025.(AP Photo/Jon Super)]
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            Scooters lie on the site where a 53-year-old British man plowed a minivan into a crowd of Liverpool soccer fans who were celebrating the city's Premier League championship Monday, injuring more than 45 people in Liverpool, England, Tuesday, May 27, 2025.(AP Photo/Jon Super)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A fan scarf lies near the site where a 53-year-old British man plowed a minivan into a crowd of Liverpool soccer fans who were celebrating the city's Premier League championship Monday, injuring more than 45 people in Liverpool, England, Tuesday, May 27, 2025.(AP Photo/Jon Super)]
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[image: Liverpool players celebrate with the trophy on an open-top bus during the Liverpool FC Premier League victory parade in Liverpool, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Jon Super)]
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            Liverpool players celebrate with the trophy on an open-top bus during the Liverpool FC Premier League victory parade in Liverpool, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Jon Super)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police and emergency personnel deal with an incident near the Liver Building during the Premier League winners parade, in Liverpool, England, Monday May 26, 2025. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)]
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            Police and emergency personnel deal with an incident near the Liver Building during the Premier League winners parade, in Liverpool, England, Monday May 26, 2025. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            BRIAN MELLEY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- A driver who injured nearly 80 people when his car rammed into a crowd of Liverpool soccer fans celebrating their team's Premier League championship was charged Thursday with intentionally causing grievous bodily harm and six other serious counts, a prosecutor said.
Paul Doyle, 53, was also charged with dangerous driving and five other counts alleging different variations of causing grievous bodily harm, Prosecutor Sarah Hammond said.
Police said 79 people were injured in the attack, with at least 50 treated at hospitals. They ranged in age from 9 to 78. Seven people remained in the hospital in stable condition.
The charges did not indicate how many victims the counts were tied to and Hammond and Assistant Chief Constable Jenny Sims of Merseyside Police did not take questions in a brief news conference in Liverpool.
"I fully understand how this incident has left us all shocked and saddened, and I know many will continue to have concerns and questions," Sims said. "Our detectives are working tirelessly, with diligence and professionalism to seek the answer to all of those questions."

    
The city had been celebrating Liverpool's record-tying 20th title when the driver turned down a street full of fans and joy quickly turned to tragedy.



    
        




    




Police said they believed Doyle dodged a road block by tailing an ambulance responding to a report of a person in cardiac arrest.

Eyewitness video showed scenes of horror as the car struck and tossed a person in the air who was draped in a Liverpool flag and then swerved into a sea of people packed on the side of the road.
Merseyside Police said the driver was believed to have acted alone and they did not suspect terrorism.
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                    World News

    Argentine court declares a mistrial in the case over the death of soccer star Maradona




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Veronica Ojeda, former partner of the late soccer star Diego Maradona, leaves a cafe during a break in the trial of health professionals accused of negligence in his death, in San Isidro, on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, Argentina, Tuesday, May 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]
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[image: Judge Julieta Makintach arrives at court for a hearing in the trial of health professionals accused of negligence in the death of soccer star Diego Maradona, in San Isidro, on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, Argentina, Tuesday, May 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]
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                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- An Argentine court on Thursday declared a mistrial in the case of seven health professionals accused of negligence in the death of soccer legend Diego Maradona, the latest dramatic twist in a trial that has captivated the nation and the soccer world for more than two months.
The whiplash decision comes after one of the three judges overseeing the trial stepped down over criticism surrounding her participation in a forthcoming documentary about the case. 
Her controversial withdrawal compelled the court to either appoint a new judge in her place or to retry the entire case from scratch.
On Thursday, the judges decided the latter, effectively turning the clock back on all proceedings in the case that accuses Maradona's medical team of failing to provide adequate care for the soccer star in his final days. 

    
The judges ruled there would be a new trial, without specifying when. 
Julieta Makintach said that she had "no choice" but to resign from the case on Tuesday after the prosecutor showed a teaser-trailer for a documentary, Divine Justice, which traces the aftermath of Maradona's death at the age of 60 to the start of the trail, clearly featuring Makintach as a main protagonist.

Maradona, who led Argentina to the World Cup title in 1986, died on Nov. 25, 2020 on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, days after undergoing surgery for a hematoma that formed between his skull and brain.
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                    U.S. News

    Harvey Weinstein's defense case begins in sex crimes retrial. Will he be a witness?




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Harvey Weinstein appears in a Manhattan criminal court for his retrial, Wednesday, May 28, 2025, in New York. (Olga Fedorova/Pool Photo via AP)]
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            Harvey Weinstein appears in a Manhattan criminal court for his retrial, Wednesday, May 28, 2025, in New York. (Olga Fedorova/Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Harvey Weinstein attends his retrial at a Manhattan court, Wednesday, May 28, 2025, in New York. (Olga Fedorova/Pool Photo via AP)]
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            Harvey Weinstein attends his retrial at a Manhattan court, Wednesday, May 28, 2025, in New York. (Olga Fedorova/Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JENNIFER PELTZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- After five weeks of testimony from Harvey Weinstein 's accusers and other prosecution witnesses at his sex crimes retrial, his defense has started presenting its own witnesses. But it's unclear whether the ex-studio boss himself will be one of them.
He's due to decide by end of court Thursday whether to testify. If he does, it would be a remarkable twist -- and potentially risky legal move -- in the yearslong saga of the onetime Hollywood honcho-turned-#MeToo outcast. 
Weinstein, 73, is being retried on rape and sexual assault charges because New York's highest court overturned his 2020 conviction. He denies the allegations, and his attorneys maintain that anything that happened between him and his accusers was consensual. 
Weinstein didn't testify at his original trial. Many defendants in criminal cases don't. 
The U.S. Constitution guarantees that they don't have to. Jurors are told that they can't hold such silence against defendants and that it's up to prosecutors to prove their case; defendants do not need to prove anything. If defendants do take the stand, they open themselves to pointed questioning from prosecutors. 

    
Weinstein's lawyers began calling witnesses late Wednesday, starting with a physician-pharmacist discussing a medication that had come up in testimony. 




    
        




    




In the weeks prior, the defense asked plenty of questions aimed at raising doubts about the credibility and accuracy of what jurors were hearing from prosecution witnesses, particularly Weinstein's three accusers in the case. 
Two of the women allege that he forcibly performed oral sex on them, separately, in 2006. The third says he raped her in 2013. 
All three were trying to build careers in show business and say he preyed on them by dangling work prospects. 
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                    Race and Ethnicity

    With 'Karate Kid: Legends,' Ben Wang is the first Asian American new 'Kid' on the block
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            At the U.S. premiere for "Karate Kid: Legends," Jackie Chan reflects on how the 1984 original film brought action movies back into vogue, helping to boost his own career. (May 28)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Sony Pictures shows, from left, Ralph Macchio, Ben Wang and Jackie Chan in a scene from "Karate Kid: Legends." (Jonathan Wenk/Sony Pictures via AP)]
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows, from left, Ralph Macchio, Ben Wang and Jackie Chan in a scene from "Karate Kid: Legends." (Jonathan Wenk/Sony Pictures via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Sony Pictures shows Ben Wang in a scene from "Karate Kid: Legends." (Jonathan Wenk/Sony Pictures via AP)]
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows Ben Wang in a scene from "Karate Kid: Legends." (Jonathan Wenk/Sony Pictures via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            TERRY TANG

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        It didn't occur to Ben Wang right away that in taking on " Karate Kid: Legends," he'd be the franchise's first Asian American "Kid." And that gives him a lot of optimism.
"At first I didn't even think about that," Wang told The Associated Press. "That feels like a very cool and actually privileged position that I get to be in." 
His casting happened, he said, in "a world where that's normal enough."
"Karate Kid: Legends," which opens Friday, unites OG Ralph Macchio's Daniel and Jackie Chan's Mr. Han from the 2010 movie to help Wang's Li Fong win a New York City karate competition. 
In the original "Karate Kid" movie, which came out more than 40 years ago, Pat Morita was the only main Asian American cast member even though it takes place in California's San Fernando Valley. His beloved Mr. Miyagi helped underdog Daniel wax on and wax off against white karate bullies. That arc has been replicated and flipped in sequels and offshoots ever since. The overall lack of Asian and Asian American representation all these years has been a lingering point of contention for some. 

    
Jeff Yang, author of "The Golden Screen: The Movies That Made Asian America," said he knows plenty of Asian Americans who find most of the Miyagi-verse entertaining. At the same time, even the recent Netflix "Cobra Kai" series hardly had any young Asian American main characters. That lost opportunity felt like a "loose, nagging tooth," he said.
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                Find out how much time it would take for you to make as much as these highly paid CEOs
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ted Sarandos arrives at the premiere of "The Electric State" on Monday, Feb. 24, 2025, at The Egyptian Theatre in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Most workers would need to work 2 or 3 lifetimes to earn what an S&P 500 CEO made last year
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                Astronaut one day, artist the next: How to help children explore the world of careers
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




"It's always been a situation where the ancient or legendary martial arts master is transferring his skills not just to another generation, but into another community," Jeff Yang said. "In a way, that feels like for me as an Asian American, it turns it into a guilty pleasure."
The Asians who were there were "either sidekicks or villains," he added.

    
When the first 'Karate Kid' film hit
In Asia, there's a long cinematic history of elite martial artists-turned-actors ranging from icon Bruce Lee to Chan and Jet Li. But in Hollywood, Asian characters who did perform karate or kung-fu often weren't written three-dimensionally. Most of the stars who could shine for acting and on-screen fighting weren't Asian. 
"In a way that's understandable," Yang said. "Martial arts is one of the things that was brought to the United States by soldiers who had been stationed in Asia, learned the practice, embraced the lifestyle and the discipline." 
By the 1970s and '80s, karate dojos were becoming popular all over the U.S. in cities and suburbs. So "The Karate Kid" debuted at just the right time. 
Ken Nagayama, a martial arts grand master who runs a school in the Valley, was an instructor at a North Hollywood dojo used for scenes in the original film. He recalls meeting Pat Morita. But, he wasn't thinking about casting. He was impressed by how much interest in karate shot up because of one movie.
"When that came out, so many people were interested in taking class, especially younger kids," said Nagayama, who plans to watch "Legends" with some of his students. He had "a whole mix" of students of all races signing up.
Steven Ho, a stunt coordinator and martial artist who lives in Los Angeles and has appeared multiple times on Conan O'Brien's talk shows, remembers Morita, Macchio and William Zabka watching tournaments he competed in to prepare for the first movie. He was such a fan of Morita that he never thought about how there were no other Asian actors.

    
"Pat Morita, to me, he was the lead," Ho said. "Also, if that were the only martial arts film out there, then yeah, it would be odd and I would be disappointed. But you gotta remember the '80s and '90s we were living in the golden age of Jet Li, Jackie Chan, films that featured ... more authentic martial artists."
It's a full-circle moment that Chan is one of the mentors in this new flick. Wang is still in disbelief he got to do combat choreography with the superstar. 
"He's the guy you think he is," Wang said with a grin. "He doesn't turn it off when he's not on set."

    
Martial arts movies made for new generations
Ho happily points out that "Karate Kid: Legends" is reinforcing how his 12-year-old twin sons are growing up without negative Asian stereotypes like he did. He'd rather a story have no Asians if the characters are going to be the butt of the joke. That history of stereotyping of Asian men is why he initially declined appearing on O'Brien's show.
"I thought "Oh, he's a tall guy. I'm a short, Asian guy. They're just going to goof on me. They're going to go off on me,' so I said, 'You know, I'm gonna be out of town,'" Ho said.
Luckily, the segments, which have earned millions of YouTube views, were crafted so Ho was the straight-man to O'Brien's buffoonery. 
Twins Jonny and Ollie, in fact, are real-life karate kids. The boys, known as the "Twinjas," know karate, mixed martial arts and other disciplines. They count Bruce Lee's daughter, Shannon, as a friend. They've appeared on "America's Got Talent," "Obi-Wan Kenobi" and taught Kevin Hart and Snoop Dogg moves. They love "Cobra Kai" for the drama and want to see "Legends" for Chan. They have since been introduced to the movie that started it all.

    
For Ollie, Miyagi was his favorite character.
"I think that in the first Karate Kids, how the teacher was Asian, I think being a teacher is better than being a student," he said. 
Jonny says not every show or movie in this genre has to have an Asian lead, but when there is one, he takes note.
"I think that there's definitely a lot of other movies and shows that have Asian leads, like Simu Liu, the first Asian superhero," Jonny said, referring to Marvel's " Shang-Chi." "It's very significant."
The Twinjas, who are working on a children's fiction book that's part mystery and part action, are not shy about voicing their own desire for "any opportunities that come our way, we'd love to take, especially for acting and using our martial arts skills," Ollie said. 
Perhaps they'll get some inspiration from seeing Wang in "Legends." Wang considers it a "point of pride" if young Asian American children view him as a benchmark so they can see themselves as the hero.

"The word I keep going back to is it's a privilege," Wang said. "What I love about this series is ... there's this idea anyone can be the 'Karate Kid.'"
___ Associated Press videojournalist John Carucci in New York contributed to this report. 
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    Cosmetics company E.l.f acquires Hailey Bieber's Rhode beauty brand for $1 billion
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            E.l.f. Beauty has acquired Hailey Bieber's Rhode skincare brand in a $1 billion deal, the companies said. Bieber will stay as Rhode's chief creative officer and head of innovation and also a strategic advisor to the combined companies. (May 29)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hailey Bieber attends The Metropolitan Museum of Art's Costume Institute benefit gala celebrating the opening of the "Superfine: Tailoring Black Style" exhibition on Monday, May 5, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- E.l.f. Beauty has acquired Hailey Bieber's Rhode skincare brand in a $1 billion deal, the companies said.
Bieber's Rhode had $212 million in net sales in the 12 months that ended March 31. The company's products are only available online, but by the end of this year it plans to begin an in-store partnership with Sephora in North America and the U.K. 
Bieber, 28, a model and the wife of singer Justin Bieber, will be Rhode's chief creative officer and head of innovation and also a strategic adviser to the combined companies. 
She launched Rhode, which is her middle name, as a skin care line in June 2022 and has since expanded the brand to include blushes, colored lip balms and lip liners. 
The brand is popular with young consumers and other fans of Bieber's fresh-faced, casual aesthetic, which has emerged as an alternative to the ultra-glam, heavily made up looks popularized by Kim Kardashian a decade ago. 

    
Under the terms of the agreement, E.l.f. will acquire Rhode for $600 million in cash and $200 million of newly issued shares of E.l.f. Beauty common stock. The deal also includes a potential payment of $200 million based on the future growth of the brand over three years.



    
        




    




E.l.f., which stands for "eyes, lips and face," started in 2004 as an affordable makeup brand whose products initially were sold only online. It expanded into retail stores like Target and grew further in step with social media trends highlighting less expensive versions of high-end products. 

    
    
    
The company, based in Oakland, California, reported Wednesday that net global sales increased 28% to $1.3 billion during its fiscal year that ended in March. "Due to the wide range of potential outcomes related to tariffs," it said it would not provide financial guidance for the current year.
E.l.f.'s sourcing policy says most of its products are made by suppliers in China, whose goods were subject to a 145% tariff for over a month before President Donald Trump lowered the rate to 30%. On Wednesday, the brand advised followers on X that it planned a $1 price increase starting Aug. 1 but was "keeping an eye on the tariff situation as it evolves."

    
Like Bieber's Rhode, E.l.f. says its products all are vegan and not tested on animals before reaching consumers. Both brands are style their names with the first letter not capitalized. 

"e.l.f. Beauty found a like-minded disruptor in rhode," Chairman and CEO Tarang Amin said in a statement. "We are excited by rhode's ability to break beauty barriers, fully aligning with e.l.f. Beauty's vision to create a different kind of company."
E.l.f. also owns beauty brand Well People, skin care brand Naturium and Keys Soulcare, a skin care line created by singer-songwriter Alicia Keys. 
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    CEO pay rose nearly 10% in 2024 as stock prices and profits soared
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[image: Tim Cook attends the WSJ. Magazine Innovators Awards at the Museum of Modern Art on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: General Electric Co. CEO Lawrence Culp Jr. signs a $52 billion deal by Emirates to purchase Boeing aircraft with GE engines, at the Dubai Air Show, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Monday, Nov. 13, 2023. (AP Photo/Lujain Jo)]
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            General Electric Co. CEO Lawrence Culp Jr. signs a $52 billion deal by Emirates to purchase Boeing aircraft with GE engines, at the Dubai Air Show, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Monday, Nov. 13, 2023. (AP Photo/Lujain Jo)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILEw - Jane Fraser, CEO, Citigroup, speaks during a Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee oversight hearing to examine Wall Street firms on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2023 in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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            FILEw - Jane Fraser, CEO, Citigroup, speaks during a Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee oversight hearing to examine Wall Street firms on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2023 in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Otis Elevator Co. shows CEO Judy Marks. (via AP)]
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            This photo provided by Otis Elevator Co. shows CEO Judy Marks. (via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE- Mary Barra, chair and CEO of General Motors, talks to David Rubenstein during an interview hosted by the Economic Club of Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 13, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough, File)]
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[image: Lisa Su, CEO of Advanced Micro Devices, arrives for a dinner at the Elysee Palace, during an event on the sidelines of the Artificial Intelligence Action Summit in Paris, Monday, Feb. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The typical compensation package for chief executives who run companies in the S&P 500 jumped nearly 10% in 2024 as the stock market enjoyed another banner year and corporate profits rose sharply. 
Many companies have heeded calls from shareholders to tie CEO compensation more closely to performance. As a result, a large proportion of pay packages consist of stock awards, which the CEO often can't cash in for years, if at all, unless the company meets certain targets, typically a higher stock price or market value or improved operating profits. 
The Associated Press' CEO compensation survey, which uses data analyzed for The AP by Equilar, included pay data for 344 executives at S&P 500 companies who have served at least two full consecutive fiscal years at their companies, which filed proxy statements between Jan. 1 and April 30.
Here are the key takeaways from the survey: 

    
A good year at the top
The median pay package for CEOs rose to $17.1 million, up 9.7%. Meanwhile, the median employee at companies in the survey earned $85,419, reflecting a 1.7% increase year over year. 
CEOs had to navigate sticky inflation and relatively high interest rates last year, as well as declining consumer confidence. But the economy also provided some tail winds: Consumers kept spending despite their misgivings about the economy; inflation did subside somewhat; the Fed lowered interest rates; and the job market stayed strong.
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                Find out how much time it would take for you to make as much as these highly paid CEOs
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                Astronaut one day, artist the next: How to help children explore the world of careers
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Sony Pictures shows, from left, Ralph Macchio, Ben Wang and Jackie Chan in a scene from "Karate Kid: Legends." (Jonathan Wenk/Sony Pictures via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                For the first time in the 'Karate Kid' franchise, an Asian American is the hero, not the sidekick
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The stock market's main benchmark, the S&P 500, rose more than 23% last year. Profits for companies in the index rose more than 9%. 

    
    
    
"2024 was expected to be a strong year, so the (nearly) 10% increases are commensurate with the timing of the pay decisions," said Dan Laddin, a partner at Compensation Advisory Partners. 
Sarah Anderson, who directs the Global Economy Project at the progressive Institute for Policy Studies, said there have been some recent "long-overdue" increases in worker pay, especially for those at the bottom of the wage scale. But she said too many workers in the world's richest countries still struggle to pay their bills. 

    
The top earners
Rick Smith, the founder and CEO of Axon Enterprises, topped the survey with a pay package valued at $164.5 million. Axon, which makes Taser stun guns and body cameras, saw revenue grow more than 30% for three straight years and posted record annual net income of $377 million in 2024. Axon's shares more than doubled last year after rising more than 50% in 2023. 
Almost all of Smith's pay package consists of stock awards, which he can only receive if the company meets targets tied to its stock price and operations for the period from 2024 to 2030. Companies are required to assign a value to the stock awards when they are granted. 
Other top earners in the survey include Lawrence Culp, CEO of what is now GE Aerospac e ($87.4 million), Tim Cook at Apple ($74.6 million), David Gitlin at Carrier Global ($65.6 million) and Ted Sarandos at Netflix ($61.9 million). The bulk of those pay packages consisted of stock or options awards. 
The median stock award rose almost 15% last year compared to a 4% increase in base salaries, according to Equilar. 

    
"For CEOs, target long-term incentives consistently increase more each year than salaries or bonuses," said Melissa Burek, also a partner at Compensation Advisory Partners. "Given the significant role that long-term incentives play in executive pay, this trend makes sense."
Jackie Cook at Morningstar Sustainalytics said the benefit of tying CEO pay to performance is "that share-based pay appears to provide a clear market signal that most shareholders care about." But she notes that the greater use of share-based pay has led to a "phenomenal rise" in CEO compensation "tracking recent years' market performance," which has "widened the pay gap within workplaces." 
Some well-known billionaire CEOs are low in the AP survey. Warren Buffett's compensation was valued at $405,000, about five times what a worker at Berkshire Hathaway makes. According to Tesla's proxy, Elon Musk received no compensation for 2024, but in 2018 he was awarded a multiyear package that has been valued at $56 billion and is the subject of a court battle. 
Other notable CEOs didn't meet the criteria for inclusion the survey. Starbucks' Brian Niccol received a pay package valued at $95.8 million, but he only took over as CEO on Sept. 9. Nvidia's Jensen Huang saw his compensation grow to $49.9 million, but the company filed its proxy after April 30. 

    
The pay gap
At half the companies in AP's annual pay survey, it would take the worker at the middle of the company's pay scale 192 years to make what the CEO did in one. Companies have been required to disclose this so-called pay ratio since 2018.
The pay ratio tends to be highest at companies in industries where wages are typically low. For instance, at cruise line company Carnival Corp., its CEO earned nearly 1,300 times the median pay of $16,900 for its workers. McDonald's CEO makes about 1,000 times what a worker making the company's median pay does. Both companies have operations that span numerous countries. 

    
Overall, wages and benefits netted by private-sector workers in the U.S. rose 3.6% through 2024, according to the Labor Department. The average worker in the U.S. makes $65,460 a year. That figure rises to $92,000 when benefits such as health care and other insurance are included. 
"With CEO pay continuing to climb, we still have an enormous problem with excessive pay gaps," Anderson said. "These huge disparities are not only unfair to lower-level workers who are making significant contributions to company value - they also undercut enterprise effectiveness by lowering employee morale and boosting turnover rates."
Some gains for female CEOs
For the 27 women who made the AP survey -- the highest number dating back to 2014 -- median pay rose 10.7% to $20 million. That compares to a 9.7% increase to $16.8 million for their male counterparts. 
The highest earner among female CEOs was Judith Marks of Otis Worldwide, with a pay package valued at $42.1 million. The company, known for its elevators and escalators, has had operating profit above $2 billion for four straight years. About $35 million of Marks' compensations was in the form of stock awards. 
Other top earners among female CEOs were Jane Fraser of Citigroup ($31.1 million), Lisa Su of Advanced Micro Devices ($31 million), Mary Barra at General Motors ($29.5 million) and Laura Alber at Williams-Sonoma ($27.7 million). 
Christy Glass, a professor of sociology at Utah State University who studies equity, inclusion and leadership, said while there may be a few more women on the top paid CEO list, overall equity trends are stagnating, particularly as companies cut back on DEI programs.
"There are maybe a couple more names on the list, but we're really not moving the needle significantly," she said.
Prioritizing security
Equilar found that a larger number of companies are offering security perquisites as part of executive compensation packages, possibly in reaction to the December shooting of UnitedHealthCare CEO Brian Thompson.
Equilar said an analysis of 208 companies in the S&P 500 that filed proxy statements by April 2 showed that the median spending on security rose to $94,276 last year from $69,180 in 2023.

Among the companies that increased their security perks were Centene, which provides health care services to Medicare and Medicaid, and the chipmaker Intel. 
__
Reporters Matt Ott and Chris Rugaber in Washington contributed. 
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    What happens to Trump's tariffs now that a court has knocked them down?




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump speaks during a swearing in ceremony for interim U.S. Attorney General for the District of Columbia Jeanine Pirro, Wednesday, May 28, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- A federal court in New York handed President Donald Trump a big setback Wednesday, blocking his audacious plan to impose massive taxes on imports from almost every country in the world.
A three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of International Trade ruled that Trump overstepped his authority when he invoked the 1977 International Emergency Economic Powers Act to declare a national emergency and justify the sweeping tariffs. 
The tariffs overturned decades of U.S. trade policy, disrupted global commerce, rattled financial markets and raised the risk of higher prices and recession in the United States and around the world.
The U.S. Court of International Trade has jurisdiction over civil cases involving trade. Its decisions can be appealed to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit in Washington and ultimately to the Supreme Court, where the legal challenges to Trump' tariffs are widely expected to end up.



    
        




    




Which tariffs did the court block?
The court's decision blocks the tariffs Trump slapped last month on almost all U.S. trading partners and levies he imposed before that on China, Mexico and Canada. 
On April 2, Trump imposed so-called reciprocal tariffs of up to 50% on countries with which the United States runs a trade deficit and 10% baseline tariffs on almost everybody else. He later suspended the reciprocal tariffs for 90 days to give countries time to agree to reduce barriers to U.S. exports. But he kept the baseline tariffs in place. Claiming extraordinary power to act without congressional approval, he justified the taxes under IEEPA by declaring the United States' longstanding trade deficits "a national emergency."

    
    Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


In February, he'd invoked the law to impose tariffs on Canada, Mexico and China, saying that the illegal flow of immigrants and drugs across the U.S. border amounted to a national emergency and that the three countries needed to do more to stop it.

    
    
    
The U.S. Constitution gives Congress the power to set taxes, including tariffs. But lawmakers have gradually let presidents assume more power over tariffs -- and Trump has made the most of it.

    
The tariffs are being challenged in at least seven lawsuits. In the ruling Wednesday, the trade court combined two of the cases -- one brought by five small businesses and another by 12 U.S. states. 
The ruling does leave in place other Trump tariffs, including those on foreign steel, aluminum and autos. But those levies were invoked under a different law that required a Commerce Department investigation and could not be imposed at the president's own discretion.

    
    
    
Why did the court rule against the president?
The administration had argued that courts had approved then-President Richard Nixon's emergency use of tariffs in a 1971 economic and financial crisis that arose when the United States suddenly devalued the dollar by ending a policy that linked the U.S. currency to the price of gold. The Nixon administration successfully cited its authority under the 1917 Trading With Enemy Act, which preceded and supplied some of the legal language later used in IEPPA.
The court disagreed, deciding that Trump's sweeping tariffs exceeded his authority to regulate imports under IEEPA. It also said the tariffs did nothing to deal with problems they were supposed to address. In their case, the states noted that America's trade deficits hardly amount of a sudden emergency. The United States has racked them up for 49 straight years in good times and bad.

    
So where does this leave Trump's trade agenda?
Wendy Cutler, a former U.S. trade official who is now vice president at the Asia Society Policy Institute, says the court's decision "throws the president's trade policy into turmoil." 
"Partners negotiating hard during the 90-day day tariff pause period may be tempted to hold off making further concessions to the U.S. until there is more legal clarity," she said. 
Likewise, companies will have to reassess the way they run their supply chains, perhaps speeding up shipments to the United States to offset the risk that the tariffs will be reinstated on appeal.
The trade court noted that Trump retains more limited power to impose tariffs to address trade deficits under another statute, the Trade Act of 1974. But that law restricts tariffs to 15% and only for 150 days with countries with which the United States runs big trade deficits.


    
For now, the trade court's ruling "destroys the Trump administration's rationale for using federal emergency powers to impose tariffs, which oversteps congressional authority and contravenes any notion of due process," said Eswar Prasad, professor of trade policy at Cornell University. "The ruling makes it clear that the broad tariffs imposed unilaterally by Trump represent an overreach of executive power.''
_____
AP Writer Lindsay Whitehurst contributed to this story.
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    More Americans file for jobless aid but layoffs remain low despite economic uncertainty over tariffs




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A hiring sign is displayed at a retail store in Chicago on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Filings for U.S. jobless aid jumped last week but American workers broadly remain secure in their jobs despite economic uncertainty over global trade.
Jobless benefits applications rose by 14,000 to 240,000 for the week ending May 24, the Labor Department said Thursday. Analysts had forecast 226,000 new applications.
Weekly applications for jobless benefits are seen as representative of U.S. layoffs and have mostly settled in a historically healthy range between 200,000 and 250,000 since COVID-19 throttled the economy in the spring of 2020, wiping out millions of jobs.
A sense of relief swept over financial markets early Thursday after a federal court blocked President Donald Trump from imposing sweeping tariffs on imports under an emergency-powers law. Wednesday's decision threw into doubt Trump's signature economic policy that has rattled global financial markets, frustrated trade partners and raised fears about inflation intensifying and the economy slumping.

    
The Trump administration quickly filed notice of appeal and the Supreme Court will almost certainly be called upon to decide the issue. It remains unclear whether the White House will respond to the ruling by pausing all of its emergency power tariffs in the interim.



    
        




    




Trump had already paused or dialed down many of his tariff threats, but concerns lingered about a global economic slowdown upending a robust U.S. labor market.

    
    
    
In early May, the Federal Reserve held its benchmark lending rate at 4.3% for the third straight meeting after cutting it three times at the end of last year.
Fed chair Jerome Powell said the potential for both higher unemployment and inflation are elevated, an unusual combination that complicates the central bank's dual mandate of controlling prices and keeping unemployment low. Powell said that tariffs have dampened consumer and business sentiment.

    
The government reported Thursday that the U.S. economy shrank at a 0.2% annual pace in the first quarter of 2025, a slight upgrade from its first estimate. Growth was slowed by a surge in imports as companies in the U.S. tried to bring in foreign goods before Trump's massive tariffs went into effect.
Trump is attempting to reshape the global economy by dramatically increasing import taxes to rejuvenate the U.S. manufacturing sector.
Trump has also tried to drastically downsize the federal government workforce, but many of those cuts are being challenged in the courts and Congress.
Despite showing traces of weakness during the past year, the labor market remains robust, with plentiful jobs and relatively few layoffs.
The government reported that U.S. employers added a surprisingly strong 177,000 jobs in April and the unemployment rate held at a healthy 4.2%. 
Companies that have announced job cuts this year include Workday, Dow, CNN, Starbucks, Southwest Airlines, Microsoft and Facebook parent company Meta.
Labor reported Thursday that the four-week average of jobless claims, which evens out some of the week-to-week ups and downs during more volatile stretches, ticked down by 250 to 230,750.

The total number of Americans receiving unemployment benefits for the week of May 17 increased by 26,000 to 1.92 million, the most since November of 2021.
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    Ancient DNA reveals a new group of people who lived near land bridge between the Americas




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by William Usaquen and Andrea Casas-Vargas shows the high plains in Bogota, Colombia where a new group of humans lived 6,000 years ago. (William Usaquen, Andrea Casas-Vargas via AP)]
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            By 
            ADITHI RAMAKRISHNAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Scientists have identified a new pod of ancient hunter-gatherers who lived near the land bridge between North America and South America about 6,000 years ago.
Researchers are still charting how human populations spread across the Americas thousands of years ago, arriving first in North America before veering south. Groups that split off developed their own collection of genes that scientists can use to piece together the human family tree.
Discovered through ancient DNA, the group lived in the high plateaus of present-day Bogota, Colombia -- close to where the Americas meet. Scientists aren't sure exactly where they fall in the family tree because they're not closely related to ancient Native Americans in North America and also not linked to ancient or present-day South Americans.
The new study was published Wednesday in the journal Science Advances.

    
"Up to this point, we didn't believe there was any other lineage that would appear in South America," said archaeologist Andre Luiz Campelo dos Santos with Florida Atlantic University who was not involved with the new research. "This is unexpected."


Just 4,000 years later, these ancient humans were gone and a genetically-different human clan inhabited the area. Scientists aren't sure exactly what happened to make them fade away -- whether they mixed into a new, bigger group or were pushed out entirely.

    
    
    
Analyzing more genes in South America will help confirm if this new group truly did disappear or if there could be evidence of their descendants elsewhere, said Campelo dos Santos.
Studying these ancient Colombian genes are important to piecing together the history of the Americas since ancient people had to cross this land bridge to settle in and spread across South America.
The area is "the gateway to the South American continent," said study author Andrea Casas-Vargas with the National University of Colombia.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    Astronomers discover strange new celestial object in our Milky Way galaxy




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by NASA shows X-rays from NASA's Chandra X-ray Observatory (represented in blue) that have been combined with infrared data from NASA's retired Spitzer Space Telescope (cyan, light blue, teal and orange), and radio from MeerKat (red). An inset shows a more detailed view of the immediate area around this unusual object in X-ray and radio light. (NASA/Chandra/Spitzer/MeerKat via AP)]
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            By 
            MARCIA DUNN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- Astronomers have discovered a strange new object in our Milky Way galaxy.
An international team reported Wednesday that this celestial object -- perhaps a star, pair of stars or something else entirely -- is emitting X-rays around the same time it's shooting out radio waves. What's more, the cycle repeats every 44 minutes, at least during periods of extreme activity.
Located 15,000 light-years away in a region of the Milky Way brimming with stars, gas and dust, this object could be a highly magnetized dead star like a neutron or white dwarf, Curtin University's Ziteng Andy Wang said in an email from Australia. 
Or it could be "something exotic" and unknown, said Wang, lead author of the study published in the journal Nature. 
NASA's Chandra X-ray Observatory spotted the X-ray emissions by chance last year while focusing on a supernova remnant, or the remains of an exploded star. Wang said it was the first time X-rays had been seen coming from a so-called long-period radio transient, a rare object that cycles through radio signals over tens of minutes.

    
Given the uncertain distance, astronomers can't tell if the weird object is associated with the supernova remnant or not. A single light-year is 5.8 trillion miles.
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                Find out how much time it would take for you to make as much as these highly paid CEOs
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                Most workers would need to work 2 or 3 lifetimes to earn what an S&P 500 CEO made last year
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                Astronaut one day, artist the next: How to help children explore the world of careers
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The hyperactive phase of this object -- designated ASKAP J1832[?]091 -- appeared to last about a month. Outside of that period, the star did not emit any noticeable X-rays. That could mean more of these objects may be out there, scientists said.

    
    
    
"While our discovery doesn't yet solve the mystery of what these objects are and may even deepen it, studying them brings us closer to two possibilities," Wang said. "Either we are uncovering something entirely new, or we're seeing a known type of object emitting radio and X-ray waves in a way we've never observed before."
Launched in 1999, Chandra orbits tens of thousands of miles (kilometers) above Earth, observing some of the hottest, high-energy objects in the universe.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    SpaceX launches another Starship rocket after back-to-back explosions, but it tumbles out of control
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            After back-to-back explosions, SpaceX launched its mega rocket Starship again on Tuesday evening in hopes of making it through the entire test flight.
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            After back-to-back explosions, SpaceX launched its mega rocket Starship again on Tuesday evening, but the spacecraft fell short of the main objectives when it tumbled out of control and broke apart.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: SpaceX's mega rocket Starship makes a test flight from Starbase, Texas, Tuesday, May 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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            SpaceX's mega rocket Starship makes a test flight from Starbase, Texas, Tuesday, May 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            People watch as SpaceX's mega rocket Starship makes a test flight from Starbase, Texas, Tuesday, May 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            SpaceX's mega rocket Starship makes a test flight from Starbase, Texas, Tuesday, May 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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                                        After back-to-back explosions, SpaceX launched its mega rocket Starship again on Tuesday evening, but fell short of the main objectives when the spacecraft tumbled out of control and broke apart.
The 403-foot (123-meter) rocket blasted off on its ninth demo from Starbase, SpaceX's launch site at the southern tip of Texas. Residents voted this month to organize as an official city.

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    After back-to-back explosions, SpaceX launched its mega rocket Starship again on Tuesday evening, but the spacecraft fell short of the main objectives when it tumbled out of control and broke apart.

                

                
            
        

    


CEO Elon Musk 's SpaceX hoped to release a series of mock satellites following liftoff, but that got nixed because the door failed to open all the way. Then the spacecraft began spinning as it skimmed space toward an uncontrolled landing in the Indian Ocean. 

    
SpaceX later confirmed that the spacecraft experienced "a rapid unscheduled disassembly," or burst apart. "Teams will continue to review data and work toward our next flight test," the company said in an online statement.
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Musk noted in a post on X it was a "big improvement" from the two previous demos, which ended in flaming debris over the Atlantic. Despite the latest setback, he promised a faster launch pace moving forward, with a Starship soaring every three to four weeks for the next three flights.



    
        




    




It was the first time one of Musk's Starships -- intended for moon and Mars travel -- flew with a recycled booster. There were no plans to catch the booster with giant chopsticks back at the launch pad, with the company instead pushing it to its limits. Contact with the booster was lost at one point, and it slammed into the Gulf of Mexico in pieces as the spacecraft continued toward the Indian Ocean.

    
    
    
Then the spacecraft went out of control, apparently due to fuel leaks. 

    
"Not looking great with a lot of our on-orbit objectives for today," said SpaceX flight commentator Dan Huot. The company had been looking to test the spacecraft's heat shield during a controlled reentry.
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Communication ceased before the spacecraft came down, and SpaceX ended its webcast soon afterward. 
The previous two Starships never made it past the Caribbean. The demos earlier this year ended just minutes after liftoff, raining wreckage into the ocean. No injuries or serious damage were reported, although airline travel was disrupted. The Federal Aviation Administration last week cleared Starship for another flight, expanding the hazard area and pushing the liftoff outside peak air travel times.

    
Besides taking corrective action and making upgrades, SpaceX modified the latest spacecraft's thermal tiles and installed special catch fittings. This one was meant to sink in the Indian Ocean, but the company wanted to test the add-ons for capturing future versions back at the pad, just like the boosters.
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NASA needs SpaceX to make major strides over the next year with Starship -- the biggest and most powerful rocket ever built -- in order to land astronauts back on the moon. Next year's moonshot with four astronauts will fly around the moon, but will not land. That will happen in 2027 at the earliest and require a Starship to get two astronauts from lunar orbit to the surface and back off again.
___
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    FACT FOCUS: Trump claims the US is the only country with birthright citizenship. It's not
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            The Supreme Court seems intent on keeping a block on President Donald Trump's restrictions on birthright citizenship while looking for a way to scale back nationwide court orders. (AP Video: Nathan Ellgren)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hannah Liu, 26, of Washington, holds up a sign in support of birthright citizenship, Thursday, May 15, 2025, outside of the Supreme Court in Washington. "This is enshrined in the Constitution. My parents are Chinese immigrants," says Liu. "They came here on temporary visas so I derive my citizenship through birthright." (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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                                        As the Supreme Court prepared to hear arguments Thursday on whether to allow President Donald Trump's restrictions on birthright citizenship to take effect, he falsely claimed on Truth Social that the United States is the only country that offers such a right.
Trump signed an executive order on Jan. 20, the first day of his second term, that would deny citizenship to children who are born to people who are living in the U.S. illegally or temporarily. It has been put on nationwide holds by lower court orders.
The administration is now appealing, on an emergency basis, the authority of individual judges to issue these rulings, known as nationwide, or universal, injunctions. The constitutionality of the executive order itself is not yet before the court.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
TRUMP, discussing birthright citizenship in a Truth Social post: "The United States of America is the only Country in the World that does this, for what reason, nobody knows."

    
THE FACTS: This is not true. About 30 countries, including the U.S., offer unconditional birthright citizenship, according to the CIA World Factbook and the Library of Congress. Birthright citizenship was enshrined in the Constitution after the Civil War to ensure that formerly enslaved people would be citizens.



    
        




    




"The statement is pretty obviously wrong," said Ilya Somin, a professor of law at George Mason University who is an expert on constitutional law and migration rights. "Many countries have birthright citizenship, though in some of them the rules are different from those in the US."

    
    
    
Birthright citizenship is a principle known as jus soli or "right of the soil." It bases citizenship on a person being born within a country's territory. In contrast, the principle of jus sanguinis or "right of blood" determines citizenship based on the citizenship of one's parents or other ancestors.

    
Citizenship is granted to anyone born in the U.S., regardless of the parents' immigration status. Only children of diplomats, who have allegiance to another government, and of enemies present in the U.S. during hostile occupation do not qualify. Those born to parents of sovereign Native American tribes were also excluded until the Indian Citizenship Act of 1924.

    
    
    
Most countries with unconditional birthright citizenship, among them Canada and Mexico, are concentrated in the Americas. The rest are in Africa and Asia. Some countries offer citizenship to those born in their territory to noncitizen parents only under certain conditions, such as the legal status of their parents or the age of the person applying for citizenship based on place of birth.
The first sentence of the Constitution's 14th Amendment, often referred to as the Citizenship Clause, guarantees birthright citizenship. It states: "All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside."
This clause effectively overturned the notorious Dred Scott decision of 1857, in which the Supreme Court held that Black people, no matter whether or not they were enslaved, were not citizens. It was ratified, along with the rest of the 14th Amendment, in 1868 after it was passed by the Senate in 1866. The Civil War ended in 1865.


    
Trump's executive order on birthright citizenship conflicts with a Supreme Court decision from 1898 that held that the Citizenship Clause made citizens of all children born on U.S. soil with narrow exceptions that are not at issue in the case currently before the court.
The justices are also considering appeals from the Trump administration on several other issues, many related to immigration.
____
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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    FACT FOCUS: Trump blames other countries for high US drug prices. Experts say it's not their fault




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump, with Dr. Mehmet Oz, Administrator of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, left, and Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., right, holds an executive order related to drug prices, in the Roosevelt Room of the White House in Washington, Monday, May 12, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump, with Dr. Mehmet Oz, Administrator of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, left, and Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., right, holds an executive order related to drug prices, in the Roosevelt Room of the White House in Washington, Monday, May 12, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            MELISSA GOLDIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        President Donald Trump incorrectly placed the blame for high prescription drug prices in the U.S. on foreign nations, making the comments Monday when signing an executive order intended to lower their cost.
The order sets a 30-day deadline for drugmakers to electively lower prices in the U.S. or face new limits in the future over what the government will pay. If favorable deals are not reached, Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. will be tasked with developing a new rule that ties prices the U.S. pays for medications to lower prices paid by other countries.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: "We were subsidizing others' healthcare, the countries where they pay a small fraction of what -- for the same drug that what we pay, many, many times more for, and will no longer tolerate profiteering and price gouging from Big Pharma. But again, it was really the countries that forced Big Pharma to do things that frankly, I'm not sure they really felt comfortable doing. But they've gotten away with it, these countries. European Union has been brutal, brutal."

    
THE FACTS: This is misleading. Prices for most prescription drugs -- unbranded generics are the exception -- are higher in the U.S. than they are in other high-income countries. But, experts say, it is in large part the way drug prices are negotiated in the U.S. that drives up costs.



    
        




    




"There are structural differences in the way that we price drugs in the United States and in the way that other developed, industrialized countries price drugs," said Mariana Socal, an associate professor of health policy and management at the Johns Hopkins University who studies the U.S. pharmaceutical market. "And those differences really are the ones that account for these differences in price that we see at the end of the day."

    
    
    
A 2024 report published by the RAND research organization found, using 2022 data, that prices in the U.S. were 2.78 times higher than those in 33 comparable countries across all drugs. Brand-name drugs represented the largest gap. The U.S. made up 62% of sales out of $989 billion of total drug spending among the countries studied, according to the report, but only 24% of volume.

    
According to experts, drug companies in the U.S. are generally able to price medications higher in the U.S. because the country's drug market operates as a fragmented system where companies negotiate with individual insurers or pharmacy benefit managers, commonly known as PBMs. Many countries with lower costs have one regulatory agency that negotiates prices on behalf of the entire population, a significant bargaining chip given that drug companies can't divide and conquer as they can in the U.S. If a regulator walks away, the company loses out on profits entirely -- in other words, something is better than nothing.
"Anything you can do to kind of bring more bargaining power to the table against the drug companies by making a decision for more beneficiaries, or more patients, that's going to put more downward pressure on drug prices," said Courtney Yarbrough, an assistant professor of health policy and management at Emory University.

    
As it stands, drug costs in the U.S. and other countries are not directly linked, though they can affect each other. Trump's executive order establishes a "most favored nation" pricing model should drugmakers not voluntarily lower costs. This means that the U.S. would peg the cost of prescription drugs to the lowest prices in comparably developed countries. It's unclear what -- if any -- impact the order will have on millions of Americans who have private health insurance. The federal government has the most power to shape the price it pays for drugs covered by Medicare and Medicaid.
But the U.S. paying less for prescription drugs doesn't mean other countries will automatically pay more. For example, Yarbrough explained that instead of agreeing to higher prices, other countries could simply enter into secret arrangements for increased discounts and then hide what they actually pay.

    
"We're not in a static global pharmaceutical market," she said.
Manufacturers, wholesalers, PBMs and other members of the supply chain also have a motivation to maximize profits, not lower costs for consumers. In this spirit, manufacturers often use patents to make it impossible for cheaper versions of drugs to come to market. Although he repeatedly defended pharmaceutical companies at Monday's news conference, Trump simultaneously threatened the companies with federal investigations into their practices.

"There are no saints in this industry, these are all for-profit companies," said Geoffrey Joyce, director of health policy at the University of Southern California's Schaeffer Center. "Their incentives are all wrong. Everybody makes more money off of higher list prices, so they just push list prices up."
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                    Business

    FACT FOCUS: Trump claims the US subsidizes Canada. Experts say the numbers don't add up




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Prime Minister Mark Carney arrives and greets U.S. President Donald Trump prior to a meeting at the White House in Washington, D.C., Tuesday, May 6, 2025. (Adrian Wyld /The Canadian Press via AP)]
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                                        Newly-elected Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney visited the White House on Tuesday in search of common ground during an ongoing trade war that has shattered decades of trust between the his country and the U.S. Although the conversation was civil, President Donald Trump repeated erroneous rhetoric about how the U.S. provides Canada with billions of dollars in subsidies.
"It's hard to justify subsidizing Canada to the tune of maybe $200 billion a year," he said. "We protect Canada militarily, and we always will. We not going to, you know, that's not a money thing. But we always will. But, you know, it's not fair. But why are we subsidizing Canada $200 billion a year or whatever the number might be? It's a very substantial number."
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: The U.S. subsidizes Canada with subsidies of about $200 billion per year.

    
THE FACTS: This is false. According to the White House, the number is based on the U.S. trade deficit with Canada and higher military spending by the U.S., including expenditures associated with the North American Aerospace Defense Command, or NORAD. An exact total is difficult to discern because there is no publicly available data on NORAD spending. But even the most generous estimates do not put the total costs anywhere close to what Trump claims. 



    
        




    




A trade deficit occurs when the cost of a country's imports are higher than its exports. Using seasonally adjusted data, the U.S. deficit with Canada for both goods and services was $35.661 billion in 2024. It was higher for just goods, ranging from $63.336 billion to $70.603 billion.

    
    
    
The White House put the goods and services deficit with Canada at $53.5 billion. This is closer to the figure from 2022 -- $57.565 billion.
Either way, economists agree that describing a trade deficit as a subsidy is wrong.
"That's never been the definition of a subsidy, a subsidy is defined as a gift without any compensation in return," said Gary Hufbauer, a senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics. "So whatever the number is, the concept is way off base."

    
Gian Maria Milesi-Ferretti, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution's Hutchins Center on Fiscal and Monetary Policy, said a trade deficit occurs based on relative demand in different countries and what they specialize in.
In terms of military spending, the White House also pointed to how much the U.S. and Canada spend on their militaries and what percentage of their gross domestic product that is. This appears to be a reference to NATO's investment guideline. Member countries agreed in 2006 to commit to spending a minimum 2% of their GDP on their own defense. Some countries, including Canada, have not yet met that guideline, a lapse which Trump often criticizes.
Canada spent $29.3 billion on defense in 2024, which amounted to 1.3% of its GDP. The U.S., which is 13 times bigger than Canada, spent significantly more at $997 billion, or 3.4% of its GDP, exceeding the NATO guideline. Those numbers were slightly lower in 2023 -- the data cited by the White House -- at $27.2 billion and $916 billion respectively, though the percentages of GDP for both were the same.

    
According to the International Monetary Fund, Canada's GDP in 2024 was about $2.241 trillion. This means that the country would have needed to spend $44.82 billion total on defense order to meet the 2% NATO guideline, making it short by approximately $15.52 billion.
"No, they don't owe us that money, but they aren't paying their fair share, and that's a fair criticism." said Mark Cancian, a senior advisor in the Center for Strategic and International Studies' defense and security department.
Discounting whether they should be deemed subsidies, adding the trade deficit for goods and services in 2024 to Canada's gap in defense spending the same year results in a total of only about $51 billion. Using the highest calculation of the goods deficit only for 2024 pushes the total up, to approximately $86 billion.
The White House's final point was that the U.S. "covers about 60 percent of the bill for NORAD." Created in 1954 as a means of defense against possible long-range attacks from the Soviets, NORAD is a bi-national organization jointly run by the U.S. and Canada that is charged with preventing air and maritime attacks against North America.

    
There is no publicly available data on NORAD spending by the U.S. or Canada. The 60% figure cited by the White House refers to a 1985 cost-sharing agreement for the operations and support of NORAD's North Warning System that is still in place today.
In 2022, then-Canadian Defense Minister Anita Anand announced a $4.9 billion (US $3.52 billion) investment in NORAD over six years and $38.6 billion (US $27.72 billion) over 20 years on an accrual basis.
Defense economists Binyam Solomon and Ross Fetterly quantified NORAD burden sharing by the U.S. and Canada in a paper first published in 2023 by the journal Defense and Peace Economics titled, "Canada and NORAD: Economics and Burden Sharing."

    
The pair found that the numbers change drastically depending on how they are calculated. One estimate found that the U.S. shoulders about 97.6% of the North American defense burden while receiving about 64% of the benefits. Canada, meanwhile, contributes about 2% of the burden while enjoying about 36% of the benefits. But leaving out the variable of Canada's vast exposed border means that the U.S. shoulders the same burden while enjoying 91% of the benefits. In this instance, Canada enjoys just 9% of the benefits.
A sizable portion of NORAD warning and control systems are in Canadian territory, according to the paper.
Cancian explained that the U.S. needs Canada's help to effectively defend North America from its own land because if air defenses started at the U.S. border, it would be too late to prevent many threats.

"Even if the Canadians pulled out, we'd have to have something like that in place," he said of NORAD. "So I would not consider that a subsidy at all. Canadians can make a fair argument that we owe them."
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                    U.S. News

    To win the Scripps National Spelling Bee, contenders must also master geography




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Duaa Siyah Ouznali, 13, of San Diego, reacts after correctly spelling her word as she competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Participants stand up as they compete during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Avinav Prem Anand, 14, of Columbus, Ohio, competes in the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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[image: Blanche Yang Li, 14, of Boulder, Colo., high fives her friends after correctly spelling her word as she competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)g]
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[image: Natalie Mae Linthicum, 13, of St. Joseph, Mo., gestures as she spells her word during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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                                        OXON HILL, Md. (AP) -- Rudveep Randhawa's three kids competed in eight consecutive Scripps National Spelling Bees from 2016 to 2024, with four appearances by daughter Aisha and two each by daughter Lara and son Avi. Yet when Avi's spelling journey concluded in last year's semifinals, Randhawa, a pediatric endocrinologist who goes by "Dr. Happy," was decidedly grumpy.
His gripe? At unexpected and critical moments, the spelling bee transforms into a geography bee.
Scripps has begun relying on obscure geographical terms to winnow down the field of spellers in the later rounds. While the words are included in the Merriam-Webster Unabridged dictionary, they often don't follow familiar roots or language patterns, denying accomplished spellers of the tools they use to figure out which letters form the sounds of words they've never seen before.



    
        




    




Along with SAT-style, multiple-choice vocabulary questions, geographical terms have altered the way spellers prepare for the bee, which began Tuesday and concludes Thursday at a convention center outside Washington. Mastering them can require an out-of-fashion skill: rote memorization.
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"Geographical words can be super hard sometimes because there's no roots to break it down or sometimes you don't get a language of origin. It will say 'unknown origin' or the dictionary doesn't say," said Avinav Prem Anand, a 14-year-old from Columbus, Ohio, who's competing this year for the fourth and final time. "Basically, you have to memorize them because that's the only thing you can do."

    
    
    
Avinav put his preparation to use in Tuesday's preliminary rounds when he breezed through Sapporo, the capital of the northern Japanese island of Hokkaido. Others were not so fortunate: 12-year-old Eli Schlosser of Fergus Falls, Minnesota, heard the dreaded bell because he was unfamiliar with Terre Haute, the western Indiana city. He went with "terrahote."

    
Last year, the Randhawa family of Corona, California, saw its decade-long spelling journey end when Avi misspelled Abitibi, the name of a shallow lake in northeastern Ontario and western Quebec.

    
"It's beyond the pale of what anybody would consider a reasonable geographical word, a small lake in Canada that not even my Canadian friends had heard of. Not even a top-50 size lake in Canada," Rudveep Randhawa said. "It's just bizarre. In all the years with geographical words, we had seen words of some significance, they may be capitals of smaller countries, or they may be some port city that had significance, things of that nature."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Participants stand up as they compete during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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Yet for those who might find geographical terms unfair, Scripps has a message: Study harder.
"Per our contest rules, all words listed in Merriam-Webster Unabridged Online, except those that are labeled 'archaic' or 'obsolete,' are fair," said Molly Becker, the editorial director at Cincinnati-based Scripps and a member of the panel that selects words for the competition.
Scripps considers encouraging intellectual curiosity as part of the bee's mission, and if kids with designs on the trophy have to learn more geography in order to prepare, that's arguably a good thing.
"You never know what word will stand out to a speller and spark a lifelong interest or introduce them to a new concept," Becker said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Natalie Mae Linthicum, 13, of St. Joseph, Mo., gestures as she spells her word during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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Longtime spelling coach Grace Walters, a graduate student in linguistics at the University of Kentucky, cringed at the memory of Abitibi.
"Geo is definitely something that is feared by spellers," Walters said, calling it "a daunting task to study."
"But if geo is unfair because it doesn't have patterns, that would mean other categories like trademarks and personal eponyms and words of unknown origin would also be unfair," she said.

    
Some spellers embrace the challenge. Faizan Zaki, last year's runner-up who's competing again this year, was thrilled to hear Abitibi and Hoofddorp -- a town in the Netherlands -- in 2024 because he had seen those words before.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Blanche Yang Li, 14, of Boulder, Colo., high fives her friends after correctly spelling her word as she competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)g]
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"There's actually a section in Merriam-Webster that is dedicated to just geographical words, so sometimes when I'm tired from studying normal words, I take a break and I browse through that list of geographical words that they have," said Faizan, a 13-year-old from Allen, Texas.
You heard that right: When Faizan gets tired of studying, he "takes a break" by studying more.
"Pretty much, that's my life," he said. "But yeah, it's definitely enjoyable. I don't hate it or anything."
___
Ben Nuckols has covered the Scripps National Spelling Bee since 2012. Follow his work here.
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                    U.S. News

    What is Manhattanhenge and when can you see it?




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The sun sets as seen between buildings along 42nd Street in New York, May 30, 2023. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, file)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Twice a year, New Yorkers and visitors are treated to a phenomenon known as Manhattanhenge, when the setting sun aligns with the Manhattan street grid and sinks below the horizon framed in a canyon of skyscrapers.
The event is a favorite of photographers and often brings people out onto sidewalks on spring and summer evenings to watch this unique sunset.
The first Manhattanhenge of the year takes place Wednesday at 8:13 p.m., with a slight variation happening again Thursday at 8:12 p.m. It will occur again on July 11 and 12.
Some background on the phenomenon:
Where does the name Manhattanhenge come from?

    

Astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson coined the term in a 1997 article in the magazine Natural History. Tyson, the director of the Hayden Planetarium at New York's American Museum of Natural History, said he was inspired by a visit to Stonehenge as a teenager. 
The future host of TV shows such as PBS' "Nova ScienceNow" was part of an expedition led by Gerald Hawkins, the scientist who first theorized that Stonehenge's mysterious megaliths were an ancient astronomical observatory.
It struck Tyson, a native New Yorker, that the setting sun framed by Manhattan's high-rises could be compared to the sun's rays striking the center of the Stonehenge circle on the solstice.
Unlike the Neolithic Stonehenge builders, the planners who laid out Manhattan did not mean to channel the sun. It just worked out that way.

    
    
    
When is Manhattanhenge?

Manhattanhenge does not take place on the summer solstice itself, which is June 20 this year. Instead, it happens about three weeks before and after the solstice. That's when the sun aligns itself perfectly with the Manhattan grid's east-west streets.
Viewers get two different versions of the phenomenon to choose from.
On May 28 and July 12, half the sun will be above the horizon and half below it at the moment of alignment with Manhattan's streets, according to the Hayden Planetarium.
On May 29 and July 11, the whole sun will appear to hover between buildings just before sinking into the New Jersey horizon across the Hudson River.

    
Where can you see Manhattanhenge?

The traditional viewing spots are along the city's broad east-west thoroughfares: 14th Street, 23rd Street, 34th Street, 42nd Street and 57th Street. 
The farther east you go, the more dramatic the vista as the sun's rays hit building facades on either side. It is also possible to see Manhattanhenge across the East River in the Long Island City section of Queens.
Is Manhattanhenge an organized event?

Manhattanhenge viewing parties are not unknown, but it is mostly a DIY affair. People gather on east-west streets a half-hour or so before sunset and snap photo after photo as dusk approaches. That's if the weather is fine. There's no visible Manhattanhenge on rainy or cloudy days, and both are unfortunately in the forecast this week.
Do other cities have 'henges'?


Similar effects occur in other cities with uniform street grids. Chicagohenge and Baltimorehenge happen when the setting sun lines up with the grid systems in those cities in March and September, around the spring and fall equinoxes. Torontohenge occurs in February and October. 
But Manhattanhenge is particularly striking because of the height of the buildings and the unobstructed path to the Hudson.
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    'How did you get here?' A large elephant seal is found lumbering along a South African street
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            A large elephant seal took a wrong turn and was seen galumphing along a street in a coastal town in South Africa early Tuesday, surprising residents and inspiring a rescue effort to get him back to sea.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) watch an elephant seal cornered on a street in Gordon's Bay, near Cape Town, South Africa, Tuesday, May 27, 2025. (AP Photo)]
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[image: An elephant seal that found its way into a residential area in Gordon's Bay, near Cape Town, South Africa, Tuesday, May 27, 2025. (AP Photo)]
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            An elephant seal that found its way into a residential area in Gordon's Bay, near Cape Town, South Africa, Tuesday, May 27, 2025. (AP Photo)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Staff members of the Marine Unit with Shark Spotters facilitate the transportation of an elephant seal that found its way into a residential area in Gordon's Bay, near Cape Town, South Africa, Tuesday, May 27, 2025. (AP Photo)]
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                                        CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) -- A large elephant seal took a wrong turn and was seen lumbering along a street in a coastal town in South Africa early Tuesday, surprising residents and inspiring a rescue effort to get him back to sea.
The two-ton seal, which an animal welfare group said was a young male, was making his way through a suburb of Gordon's Bay near Cape Town.
Locals came out of houses and recorded videos.
"This is unreal. Hi, bro, how did you get here?" one woman asked.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) watch an elephant seal cornered on a street in Gordon's Bay, near Cape Town, South Africa, Tuesday, May 27, 2025. (AP Photo)]
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Police and a local security company attempted to contain the seal by parking patrol cars around him. He rested his huge head on the hood of one car and half-climbed over another before slipping free, crossing a road and carrying on up a sidewalk.

    
The seal eventually stopped next to a shopping mall. Animal welfare officials worried he was too far from the ocean to find his way back and might become exhausted and dehydrated. They estimated he weighed around two tons (4,400 pounds). Elephant seals can grow to twice that size.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elephant seal that found its way into a residential area in Gordon's Bay, near Cape Town, South Africa, Tuesday, May 27, 2025. (AP Photo)]
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A team of marine wildlife specialists and a city veterinarian sedated the seal and guided him into an animal transport trailer to be returned to his natural habitat at a nearby bay.
The local Cape of Good Hope SPCA later posted a video on social media of the seal making his way down a beach and toward the ocean.
"Sea you later," the video said.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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                    Oddities

    AP PHOTOS: Runners trip, stumble and roll their way to victory in annual downhill cheese chase




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Participants, some dressed as a "crash test dummies" in a morph suits, compete in the men's downhill race category of the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Anthony Upton)]
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            ANTHONY UPTON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BROCKWORTH, England (AP) -- A German YouTuber tripped, stumbled and tumbled his way to victory for the second year running at one of Britain's zaniest sports contests.
Tom Kopke, of Munich, was king of Cooper's Hill in the annual cheese rolling competition as runners plunged down a 200-yard (180 meter) perilously steep pitch in pursuit of a speeding wheel of Double Gloucester cheese. Kopke was the first to reach the bottom of the hill behind the cheese.
"All the people at the top said they were going to steal my title but this is mine," a shirtless Kopke declared as he clutched his prize -- the 7-pound (3-kilogram) circle of cheese. "I risked my life for this. It's my cheese. Back to back."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Children under 11 start for the uphill competition during the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Anthony Upton)]
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[image: Participants compete in the men's downhill race category of the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Anthony Upton)]
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[image: Participants compete in the men's downhill race category of the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Anthony Upton)]
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[image: People queue for entry to the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Anthony Upton)]
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The contest, traditionally held on the late-May public holiday near Gloucester, about 90 miles (145 kilometers) west of London, dates back at least two centuries, maybe longer. It's attended by thousands, who pack the woods flanking the hill or take cover behind fences at the bottom, as competitors from around the world risk serious injury in the hope of glory.

Gravity and acceleration combine to leave few runners on their feet, leading to epic wipeouts that can result in twisted ankles, broken collarbones and concussions.
Ava Sender Logan, from London, won the women's race after somersaulting and rolling at least a dozen times as she clutched her head.
"I will probably feel it tomorrow," she said. "It felt quite long coming down and then I hit my head. I'm down, that's what matters. I'm fine."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Participants compete in the women's downhill race category of the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Anthony Upton)]
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[image: Participants compete in the men's downhill race category of the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Anthony Upton)]
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[image: Competitor Tom Kopke of Munich, Germany, holds the cheese after wiining the men's downhill race category of the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Anthony Upton)]



        

        
        
            
                    Competitor Tom Kopke of Munich, Germany, holds the cheese after wiining the men's downhill race category of the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Anthony Upton)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A participant rests after the women's downhill race of the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Anthony Upton)]



        

        
        
            
                    A participant rests after the women's downhill race of the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Anthony Upton)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A signpost warns participants and spectators of the dangers of the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Anthony Upton)]
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[image: Participants compete in the men's downhill race category of the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025.(AP Photo/Anthony Upton)]
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[image: Ava Sender Logan shows the cheese roll after winning the women's downhill race category of the traditional annual Cheese Rolling contest at Cooper's Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, England, Monday, May 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Anthony Upton)]
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This is a photo gallery curated by AP photo editors.
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                    U.S. News

    An Oregon man who quit his job to set sail with his cat arrives to cheering fans in Hawaii




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Oliver Widger, 29-year-old Oregon man who sailed from Oregon to Hawai, arrives at the Waikiki Yacht Club, on Saturday, May 24, 2025 in Waikiki, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Michelle Bir)]
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[image: Governor Josh Green presents a proclamation to Oliver Widger, 29-year-old Oregon man who sailed from Oregon to Hawai'i, on Saturday, May 24, 2025 in Waikiki, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Michelle Bir)]
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[image: Oliver Widger, (back of boat) a 29-year-old Oregon man who sailed from Oregon to Hawaii, arrives at the Waikiki Yacht Club, on Saturday, May 24, 2025 in Waikiki, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Michelle Bir)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Oliver Widger via his Instagram account on Thursday, May 15, 2025, his cat, Phoenix, sits inside their sailboat somewhere in the Pacific Ocean as both make their way from Oregon to Hawaii. (Oliver Widger via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by Oliver Widger via his Instagram account on Thursday, May 15, 2025, his cat, Phoenix, sits inside their sailboat somewhere in the Pacific Ocean as both make their way from Oregon to Hawaii. (Oliver Widger via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oliver Widger, 29-year-old Oregon man who sailed from Oregon to Hawai, arrives at the Waikiki Yacht Club, on Saturday, May 24, 2025 in Waikiki, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Michelle Bir)]
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HONOLULU (AP) -- An Oregon man who quit his job at a tire company and liquidated his retirement savings to set sail for Hawaii with his cat, Phoenix, reached his destination Saturday, welcomed by cheering fans at the end of a weekslong journey that he documented for his mass of followers on social media.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Governor Josh Green presents a proclamation to Oliver Widger, 29-year-old Oregon man who sailed from Oregon to Hawai'i, on Saturday, May 24, 2025 in Waikiki, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Michelle Bir)]
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Oliver Widger, who also was greeted by Hawaii Gov. Josh Green at the Waikiki Yacht Club on Oahu, acknowledged he was nervous facing the crowd, which included reporters. Widger said he was feeling "really weird" -- not seasick, but, "I just feel like I have to, like, hold on to things to not fall over."
He became an online sensation with his story, which followed a diagnosis four years ago with a syndrome that carried a risk of paralysis and made him realize he disliked his managerial job. He quit his job with "no money, no plan" and $10,000 of debt -- and the goal of buying a sailboat and sailing around the world.
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[image: Kelly Saxer, lead farmer at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, harvests lettuce April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A little bit of farm, a little bit of suburbia: That's the recipe for Agritopia
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Polywood shows their Studio Balcony Set. The slim profile, tuckable chairs and all-weather material makes it a good choice for city balconies or small patios. (Polywood via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Tiny outdoor space? Turn it into an inviting retreat
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Onosato receives the trophy after winning in a sumo wrestling tournament at Ryogoku Kokugikan arena in Tokyo, Sunday, May 25, 2025. (Kyodo News via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Japan finally has a sumo champion after years of Mongolian dominance
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




He taught himself to sail mostly via YouTube and moved from Portland to the Oregon coast. He spent months refitting the $50,000 boat he bought.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Oliver Widger via his Instagram account on Thursday, May 15, 2025, his cat, Phoenix, sits inside their sailboat somewhere in the Pacific Ocean as both make their way from Oregon to Hawaii. (Oliver Widger via AP)]
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He set sail for Hawaii with Phoenix in late April, documenting their experiences for his more than 1 million followers on TikTok and 1.7 million followers on Instagram. He said he thinks his story, which made national news, resonated with people. 
"I think a lot of people are, you know, you're grinding at your job all day long and it doesn't really matter how much money you make at this point, everybody's just trying to do enough to get by and that just wears you out," he said. "It's just the world's in a weird place, and I think people have seen that it's possible to break out."

    
Green presented Widger with a proclamation. Fans swarmed Widger after the news conference, many holding cameras and seeking selfies.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oliver Widger, (back of boat) a 29-year-old Oregon man who sailed from Oregon to Hawaii, arrives at the Waikiki Yacht Club, on Saturday, May 24, 2025 in Waikiki, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Michelle Bir)]
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The scariest point of the trip came when a rudder failed, Widger said. Highlights included seeing dolphins and whales and periods of calm Pacific waters. "Being in the middle of the ocean when it was completely glass in every direction was an absurd feeling," he said.
Widger, 29, said he never truly felt alone, since he was communicating with friends by means including video conference. But he also lamented not experiencing the open waters in a way that other sailors -- who didn't have access to tools like Starlink internet satellites -- have in years before. 

He said he may travel next to French Polynesia. But he said he had been focused on getting to Hawaii and not on what he'd do after that. He said he also needs to make repairs to his boat.
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                    Sports

    Hot diggity dog! Wienermobiles put on riveting race in Wienie 500 at Indianapolis Motor Speedway




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Oscar Mayer Wienermobiles head into the first turn as they compete in the Wienie 500 following the practice session for the Indianapolis 500 auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway in Indianapolis, Friday, May 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)]
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[image: The Oscar Mayer Wienermobiles head into the first turn as they compete in the Wienie 500 following the practice session for the Indianapolis 500 auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway in Indianapolis, Friday, May 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)]
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            By 
            DAVE SKRETTA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- Give the Borg-Wiener Trophy at Indianapolis Motor Speedway to the Wienermobile affectionately known as Slaw Dog.
In a down-to-the-wire race among the six iconic Wienermobiles that serve as goodwill ambassadors for Oscar Mayer, the hot dog-on-wheels representing the Southeast proved to be the big dog on Carb Day ahead of Sunday's running of the Indianapolis 500.
It made a dramatic pass of the Wienermobile repping Chicago at the finish line to win the inaugural Wienie 500 on Friday.
The margin was about a half a bun.
"You are standing in a moment in hot dog history right now," Sarah Oney, who was co-piloting the Wienermobile representing New York with Connor Wolff, told The Associated Press. "This is the first-ever time we have honestly had all six Wienermobiles together and especially at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway."

    
It was the definition of a wiener-take-all race, too: The driver and co-pilot of the No. 3 dog, who managed to roast the rest of the Wienermobiles on a cool, sunny afternoon, got to stick around for the 109th running of the Indianapolis 500.
The Wienermobiles have been around since 1936 as a promotional vehicle for Oscar Mayer -- not to be confused with Louis Meyer, the first three-time winner of the Indy 500. They travel around the country, logging about 20,000 miles annually, though none were probably as important to the hotdoggers on board as the 5 miles they drove on Friday.



    
        




    




Oney and Wolff jumped into the lead when the green flag flew at the historic yard of bricks, and the six Wienermobiles slowly picked up speed until they reached about 65 mph. They were right in each other's grills down the backstretch, and swapped the lead among themselves several times until the second of two laps, when the No. 4 dog led the field out of Turn 2.

    
    
    
That's when smoke began pouring from its rear, and that dog was cooked.

    
The Wienermobile wearing No. 1 assumed the lead as the field headed onto the front stretch, and a crowd of nearly 80,000 fans who had just watched the final practice for the 109th running of the Indianapolis 500 was standing and cheering.
That's when the Wienermobile from the Southeast, which had doggedly hung around the lead for most of the race, made its big move. It passed the the Wienermobile repping Chicago just in time to relish in the sweet taste of victory.
It might have been the fastest Wieners have gone since Joey Chestnut's heyday on Coney Island.

"The Indy 500 marks the unofficial kickoff of summer and the start of hot dog season," said Kelsey Rice, brand communications director at Chicago-based Oscar Mayer. "It's only fitting that we bring a race of epic proportions to the Speedway and celebrate a timeless tradition: delicious meats and a little friendly competition to kick off a summer of wieners."
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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    Astronaut one day, artist the next: How to help children explore the world of careers
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When Angelina Rivera was a third grader, she wanted to be a scientist and was excited by bugs, rocks and everything in the natural world.
But a family trip to visit relatives in Honduras changed her perspective. Police stopped her family's car and aggressively questioned her father about a crime someone else committed the night before. The experience left Rivera, then 8, shaken but also realizing that people may be treated differently based on their appearance and location.
Over time, that pivotal experience evolved into an interest in politics. After studying international relations in college, Rivera, now 22, works as an assistant at the Consulate General of Japan in Detroit. 
"The more I tried to explore different interests(,) ... I found that it was hard for me to ignore that urge, that calling, to go into diplomacy," she said.
Sometimes career paths follow a straight line, with early life ambitions setting us on a clear path to training or a degree and a specific profession. Just as often, circumstance, luck, exposure and a willingness to adapt to change influence what we do for a living.
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                Easily distracted? How to improve your attention span
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    







        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Watch: 7 chair yoga poses you can incorporate into your daily routine
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                Here are simple things that one city did to offer citizens relief from killer heat
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Developmental psychologists and career counselors recommend exposing children to a wide variety of career paths at a young age.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"It's not so that they'll pick a career, but that they will realize that there's lots of opportunities and not limit themselves out of careers," said Jennifer Curry, a Louisiana State University professor who researches career and college readiness. 

    
    
    
Sometimes children assume they can't work certain jobs because of their gender, race or background, Curry said. "That's what we're trying to avoid, because kids do start limiting very young, like age 5," she said. 
Here's what experts have to say about how to talk with kids about careers.
Start young
Toddlers begin making sense of occupations while visiting a pediatrician's office or waving to garbage truck crews. Encourage their curiosity by pointing out the people working at a post office or bakery, or appearing in books or on television. 
You can ask young children, "What jobs do you see? What kind of things do they do?" advised Curry, who consults on career content for the PBS show "Skillsville," which is geared toward children ages 4-8. 
Once kids identify different jobs in the community, they can try those roles while playing at home.
If children enjoy pretending to be a doctor, explain that nurses, X-ray technicians and receptionists also work in hospitals. If they love building with Legos, talk about how architects, construction workers, brick masons and welders all played a part in building a certain bridge, Curry said. 
"If we were to give kids lots of exposure and access, and ask them, 'What do you think of yourself in that career? It seems to me you enjoy this kind of thing,' that can really open the door for kids to see themselves and those possibilities." Curry said.
There are many occupations that children don't learn about in early reader books, which frequently portray police officers, firefighters or doctors. After finding no children's books about public relations, Curtis Sparrer wrote one, placing a 10-year-old at the center of the action.
Sparrer, who co-founded a public relations agency, Bospar, wanted to help young readers avoid the confusion he felt growing up, when movies made him think being an actor meant flying around on spaceships. Before he found his niche in PR, he worked in television production but didn't enjoy the late-night shifts. 
"Once you figure out what you really liked and why you liked it, you can really zero in on your passion," Sparrer said. 
Aside from topic interests, there are personality traits to consider. Children know from an early age whether they like to be around a lot of people or by themselves, whether they prefer using their hands or enjoy reading, according to Jobs for the Future CEO Maria Flynn. 
"Very early you can start helping kids get a sense of what are they drawn to, and make that connection, how those skills and attributes show up in jobs," said Flynn, whose nonprofit organization focus on education and workforce initiatives that advance economic opportunities. 
When her daughter played video games with friends, Flynn noticed strong communication skills and pointed out that providing clear direction to teammates and solving problems together were skills she could apply in future jobs. 
Exploring careers through school
Some U.S. high schools offer elective courses in fields like marketing, computer science and health care. They also are again investing in vocational classes such as wood shop, welding and mechanics, which fell out of fashion as school systems came under criticism for not preparing enough students for college. Meanwhile, some middle schools are offering career exploration courses.
"Really help them see -- at an earlier age, even in middle school -- what is the apprenticeship option? How does that work?" Flynn said. "How does the pay work on things like that? What are different trade school options?"
Some young people have questioned the value of four-year degrees because of spiraling costs, student debt loads and difficulty finding jobs. Many want to be able to earn and learn at the same time, Flynn said.
Enrollment in two-year and four-year college programs remains below where it stood before the COVID pandemic, according to the National Student Clearinghouse Research Center. By contrast, enrollment in two-year vocational programs that emphasize learning skilled trades has grown, surpassing pre-pandemic levels, the non-profit organization said.
"The public has really started to get the message about the benefits" and is seeing career and technical education as a viable option, said Catherine Imperatore, research and content director at the Association for Career and Technical Education, a nonprofit organization that advocates for career-readiness initiatives.
Programs offering certificates in fields such as information technology and health care are providing another path to a stable job and decent salary, she said.
Preparing for a world of AI
In addition to exposing children to career routes through early conversations and school courses, experts recommend teaching children about artificial intelligence and how it is reshaping the world and work. 
Employers are looking for people who can leverage AI to make their workplaces more efficient, but many employees don't know how to comfortably use the technology, said Hadi Partovi, founder and CEO of Code.org, a nonprofit that works to expand K-12 access to computer science education. 
Partovi encourages parents and teachers to help children learn about artificial intelligence at a young age. For example, they can speak with first and second graders about the benefits and drawbacks of self-driving cars, he said. Children also would benefit by learning to write computer programs, ideally when they've learned to read, although even preschoolers can learn some skills, Partovi said. 
If parents are unfamiliar with AI, they can learn about it alongside their children while also encouraging enduring skills such as resiliency, curiosity, collaboration and teamwork, Flynn, of Jobs for the Future, said. 
"We are living in an ever-changing world, and I think it's important for kids at a young age to start getting used to the fact that things are moving and changing quickly," Partovi said. "Teaching kids how to harness AI is going to be the most important thing after reading and writing."
__

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Easily distracted? How to improve your attention span
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            Attention spans are shrinking, with research showing the average person's has declined from 2.5 minutes in 2004 to 47 seconds now. But experts say it's possible to build it back up. (AP video: Laura Bargfeld)
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                                        MILWAUKEE (AP) -- Feel like you can't focus? Like you'll never finish a book again? Like the only way to keep your mind and hands busy is to scroll on social media for hours? 
You're far from alone. One body of decades-long research found the average person's attention span for a single screen is 47 seconds, down from 2.5 minutes in 2004. The 24/7 news cycle, uncertainty about the state of the world and countless hours of screen time don't help, experts say.
"When my patients talk to me about this stuff there is often a feeling of helplessness or powerlessness," said Dr. Michael Ziffra, a psychiatrist at Northwestern Medicine. "But you can change these behaviors. You can improve your attention span."
Here are ways to start that process. As you read, challenge yourself to set a 2.5 minute timer and stay on this article without looking at another device or clicking away. 
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                Workers are saying 'no' to toxic environments. Here's how you can set limits or know it's time to leave
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How did we lose focus?
A shifting attention is an evolutionary feature, not a bug. Our brains are hardwired to quickly filter information and hone in on potential threats or changes in what's happening around us.
What's grabbing our attentions has changed. For our ancestors, it might have been a rustle in the bushes putting us on guard for a lurking tiger. Today, it could be a rash of breaking news alerts and phone notifications.
The COVID-19 pandemic warped many people's sense of time and increased their screen usage like never before, said Stacey Nye, a clinical psychologist at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Technology isn't the only thing that influences our attention, experts say, but the effects of those pinging notifications or hours scrolling through 30-second long videos can build up over time.
"Our attention span has really been trained to only focus in those little, small blips and it interrupts our natural focus cycles," she said.

    
    
    
Give your wandering mind 'active breaks'
Experts say "active" breaks are among the best way to retrain your mind and your attention. They only take about 30 minutes, Nye said, and can be as simple as taking a walk while noticing things around you or moving to another room for lunch. 
Don't be afraid to get creative. Develop a list of alternative activities or randomly choose ideas out of a fish bowl. Try craft projects, a short meditation, fixing a quick meal or talking a walk outside. All the better if you can involve a friend as well.
The break needs to be a physical or mental activity -- no passive phone-scrolling.
When the brain is understimulated and looking for change, it'll usually grab onto the first thing it sees. The smartphone, an "ever-producing change machine," is an enticing option, said Cindy Lustig, a cognitive neuroscientist at the University of Michigan.
Turn off unnecessary notifications and put that "do not disturb" mode to good use, especially before bedtime. Better yet, put your phone in a whole different room, Lustig said.
Say no to multitasking
Multitasking may make you feel like you're getting more done, but brain experts recommend against it.
"Be a single tasker," Nye said. "Work on one thing at a time, for a specified period of time and begin to work your way up."
Lustig is a big fan of the "Pomodoro technique," in which you set a timer and work on something for 25 or 30 minutes before taking a five-minute break.
She tells herself: "I can do anything for this amount of time," and the world will still be waiting for her at the end.
Start with something you actually like and set a goal
It's not enough to just have a hobby, Lustig said. It helps to choose hobbies that include deliberate practice and a goal to strive toward, whether it's playing guitar for an audience or improving in a sport.
It helps to pick something that you enjoy as well.
"You don't want to start with the heavy nonfiction or like 'War and Peace,'" Lustig said. "If you need to start with the romance novel, then start with the romance novel. You can work your way up."
It's also important to be kind to yourself. Everyone has good and bad days, and attention needs are different -- and even vary from task to task. 
The key is to make an intentional effort, experts say. 
"It is in many ways similar to a muscle in the sense that we can build it up with practice and exercises," Ziffra said. "Conversely, it can weaken if we're not exercising it."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. 
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    Workers are saying 'no' to toxic environments. Here's how to set limits or know it's time to leave
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- One week into a new job, Lisa Grouette discovered something missing come Sunday night: the sinking feeling of dread she used to experience before going to work every Monday.
Groutte spent 10 years at an insurance agency with a boss whom she alleges screamed at her, slammed his hands on the desk, insulted her appearance and punched things. He falsely accused her of taking money and threatened to withhold an employment recommendation if she quit, she says. 
Fearing she wouldn't land another job if she left the toxic workplace, she stayed. "It was this implied, 'You're stuck,'" Grouette, 48, recalled.
But eventually, she found a way out. When a full-time job opened up at a newspaper where she worked a part-time photography job, she resigned from the insurance agency. The new position paid $400 less per month, but Grouette reduced her expenses to make it work.
"You can't put a price tag on it," she said. "It was the best 400 bucks a month I've ever spent, worth every penny. I was a little tight at first, but it didn't matter because I was happy."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Growing intolerance of toxic behavior 
As mental health awareness increases, so are conversations about about what constitutes unhealthy behavior and the kinds of treatment people will not -- or should not -- tolerate for a steady paycheck.
"We're developing language now around things like toxic workplaces," said Jennifer Tosti-Kharas, a professor of organizational behavior at Babson College in Massachusetts.
Younger generations entering the workforce, including millennials and members of Generation Z, are less willing to endure bullying behavior from colleagues and managers, and better at establishing boundaries, she said. 
At the start of her own career, "if I encountered toxicity in the workplace, I had more of a 'Suck it up' attitude," said Tosti-Kharas, who identifies as a member of Generation X. "I don't think we were as vocal about taking care of our mental health as we should have been." 

    
    
    
How do you identify a toxic work environment?

Conflicts and difficult relationships may be inevitable in any work environment. But there's a difference between an occasional disagreement and persistent abuse.
"What makes something toxic: it's more pervasive, more consistent over time," Tosti-Kharas said. "You may have tried some things and it's not getting better. ... It's very deeply entrenched."
Possible indications of an emotionally harmful workplace include a widespread lack of trust and fear of being shot down if you speak up, she said.
Loud screamers aren't the only kind of toxic co-workers and supervisors. There are quieter forms of toxicity, such as passive-aggressive behavior by leaders who use sarcasm, backhanded compliments, indirect criticism and exclusion to control their employees, according to Alana Atchison, a clinical psychologist based in Chicago. 
"It is a relationship where you can't communicate clearly or directly, so you have to silence yourself. You can't say truly what you need to say and feel safe," Atchison said. 
To spot a potentially toxic environment when applying for a new job, follow your gut instincts and consider warning signs. For example, frequent ads for the same position may reflect high turnover resulting from a negative environment. You can also search employee reviews online.
"I'm reading Glassdoor reviews like crazy to see what the environment is like, what the culture is like, on anyplace I'm applying to, because I can't lose my hair again over a job," said Grouette, who recently was laid off after several successful years at the newspaper.
What might explain toxic behavior?

When on the receiving end of toxicity, consider whether the offending behavior says more about the person perpetuating it than the recipient.
"It's almost like a smokescreen to hide their deficits," Atchison said. "If someone feels insecure about their role or fears being overshadowed, they might resort to undermining others, gossiping or sabotaging projects to regain a sense of control or safety."
Since the COVID-19 pandemic, Atchison's clients have increasingly complained about toxic work environments. She attributes that in part to the social isolation that accompanied lockdowns and restrictions on public activities. 
"Socializing is a skill set, and that skill set has declined," she said.
Voice your concerns
If you find yourself in a toxic work situation, talking about it with a trusted friend or professional therapist can help you process what is happening and develop a plan to deal with it, instead of letting it fester in your mind.
Stephanie Strausser, 42, a video production manager, said she sought support from friends and family members when she worked under an extreme micromanager who made her feel unsafe and whose decisions she considered unethical. 
"Don't hide it or keep it in. Talk to people. Even if you're talking to ChatGPT," Strausser advises those who find themselves in similar circumstances. "Don't internalize it. And don't take someone's perception as fact."
Amanda Szmuc, a Philadelphia lawyer who considers some of her past work environments to have been toxic, recommends documenting your concerns in case it becomes necessary to escalate them. 
Writing down the details of troubling interactions as they happen and keeping copies of inappropriate messages or approved meeting recordings may come in handy if the human resources department gets involved, for example. 
Maintaining a record may also help you avoid gaslighting and reinforce your determination to protect yourself. 
Set boundaries 
If leaving a toxic environment isn't financially possible or you want to try to make your circumstances more bearable, think about exploring ways to limit your interaction with the difficult party may be an option. 
Possibilities may include negotiating a role that puts distance between you and the toxic person, such as working different shifts or on different projects, Tosti-Kharas said.
You can also set deadlines for yourself to keep things from deteriorating, according to Szmuc. Examples: "I'm going to give this two weeks. Is there any improvement?" she said. "Is there a way internally where I can maybe change my circumstances or get someone else's opinion?"
Find a way out
Ideally, an employee who feels mistreated could appeal to someone from human resources or the offending employee's manager with evidence to show a pattern of conduct violations and disciplinary action would be taken, Tosti-Kharas said. 
But that doesn't always happen, leaving the reporting party in close proximity with the person they reported. "In the real world, you may realize they are unlikely to go anywhere, and it's you who has to go somewhere," Tosti-Kharas said. 
In extreme situations, it's best to look for another job, she said. 
If an inspector found radon in your house, "you wouldn't say, 'Let me try to work with the radon,' or 'How can I keep it there but maybe lessen the effects?'" she said. "You would get the toxin out of the situation or you would get yourself out of the situation."
Most people can't afford to leave their jobs without another one lined up. Carving out time to apply for different jobs is difficult when you feel under assault but also is empowering and may lead to a better situation.
"If somebody gives you an impression that you're not able to leave this job, that's just not true," Grouette said. "Those sorts of people don't have the reach or respect that they claim to have, because if they're volatile to you, they're volatile to others."
____

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Do you really need that extra ChapStick? Here are tips to reduce and tame workplace clutter
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It starts with a Post-it note scrawled with a reminder. Then a chocolate bar you'll probably eat later. An extra charging cord or two find their way into the mix, along with a laptop, a folder full of projects, a lanyard from a recent conference and a permission slip sent home from school.
And soon, the pile of things on your desk that are set aside for later becomes a giant, overwhelming stack.
The chaos of modern life and the ease of accumulating cheap items through online shopping have contributed to an abundance of clutter. That's true in home offices and traditional workspaces alike. And those jumbles of misplaced belongings can drain our mental resources, distracting us from work and dragging down our productivity.
"Clutter reduces our bandwidth. It negatively affects our perception of our environment or ourselves," said Marietta Van Den Berg, psychiatrist and medical director for Surrey Memorial Hospital in British Columbia. "It influences whether we make good choices or not. And it even influences our levels of stress and our levels of sleep."
Researchers at UCLA found that women who were living with a high density of household objects had high levels of the stress hormone cortisol.
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As households and workplaces embark on spring cleaning, it's possible to reduce clutter and find more mental peace.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"Things circulate into our lives all too easily. We need a competitive plan for things to circulate out," said Matt Baier, owner of Matt Baier Organizing in Stamford, Connecticut. "A good example of that is buying on Amazon. It's so easy. Boxes come in. We have so many houses that are just piled with boxes, opened and unopened, things that need to be returned, boxes that need throwing out."

    
    
    
A pile of postponed decisions
There are many reasons we accumulate clutter. Sometimes we don't know where to put whatever's landed in our hands. Other times a paper represents a task -- whether it's paying a bill or making a phone call -- that we can't tackle right away.
"Clutter is actually just a postponed decision or action," Van Den Berg said. "It's things we pick up and put down. So we're not making a decision about that piece of paper on your desk, or that book."
Taking a minute to put an item away in its proper place can save time in the long run. The paper that requires a phone call can go into a bin labeled "Action Items." 
"If everything's chaotic and you can't find anything, you're not bringing your best self to work," said Renee Brown, owner of Renee Brown Organizing, based in Minneapolis.
Making time for decluttering
A messy workspace can be intimidating. But you don't have to tackle it all in one day, Brown said. Committing to small decluttering sessions over the course of a week or months can make a difference.
" Look at your schedule. Can you find 15 minutes or 30 minutes and block it?" Brown asked. If you have more time, spend an hour. Set a timer and see how much you can get done, she advised.
Some workplaces are setting aside time for employees to declutter their files and email inboxes weekly or quarterly, said Jenny Albertini, owner of Decluttered by Jenny, who works with individual and corporate clients. 
"It's OK to spend an hour a week or however much you need to declutter your inboxes, organize your files," Albertini said. "Having that time scheduled in is what makes people feel accountable."
Employees can gather on Zoom to support each other while decluttering, she said.
Start by sorting
Many professional organizers suggest sorting objects of the same category together. That way, you can see how much of each group you have and let go of any extras. After gathering office supplies, you may find you have more staplers or charging cords than you'll ever need.
And with the full picture, Albertini said, "we can suddenly say, 'Oh, I didn't realize I kept buying extra pens, because some were in this drawer, and some were over in this cup, and some were in that shopping bag on the floor.'"
Baier, who demonstrates decluttering strategies on YouTube, recommends sorting on a clean surface such as a folding table. Set up bins for trash, recycling and papers to shred. Bankers boxes are convenient for sorting, and you can label them with sticky notes for categories such as electronics, office supplies and keepsakes, he said.
Label one box "elsewhere" for items that belong in a different room; but distribute them later so you don't get distracted, Baier said.
Once you've sorted items into categories, then go through each box to eliminate what you don't need. 
Tackling piles of papers
When facing a mass of paperwork, consider whether you're legally required to keep certain files, and then ask, "when was the last time you used this document?" Albertini said.
"Do you have anything coming up that you know you need it for? Is this hard copy the only one? Would you be able to do your work or task if you didn't have this anymore?" she said.
Baier recommends dividing papers into four groups: running files, which you need to act on; sitting files, which you need to access regularly; sleeping files, which you need to keep just in case but can store remotely; and dead files, which you no longer need.
"Identify why you keep the files, because when you're clear on why you keep something, it takes you to where it should go," Baier said.
With a paper decluttering system in place, you can repeat it annually and it should only take about 20 minutes, he said.
Digital decluttering
When organizing digital files, take the same approach as paper: Sort into categories, then reduce. Work in short bursts of time to prevent decision fatigue, Albertini said.
"We're really looking to deduplicate items or reduce the number that you have that really aren't that special," Albertini said.
With presentations, delete drafts and keep the final product. If you have photos of an event, choose the best two or three and delete the rest. With email, ask yourself, "Will I need this email again to get my job done? Will it provide knowledge or motivation for future work?" If the answer is no, delete it, Albertini said.
In some email programs, you can automatically send mail from a specific client or team into a folder. If you have thousands of unread emails, you can move those to a digital archive at the end of the year, Brown said. 
Think before you buy

One obvious way to reduce office clutter is to buy fewer things. It can be tempting to buy drawer dividers or trays to organize pens and scissors. But another route is to reuse cardboard iPhone or greeting card boxes.
"You don't have to go out and get expensive items," Brown said. "Let's find what you already have in the house and use it instead."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Working Well: Returning to the office can disrupt life. Here are some tips to navigate the changes
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jason LaCroix felt privileged to work from home, especially as a father to two young children. He needed flexibility when his son, then 6, suffered a brain injury and spent 35 days in intensive care.
LaCroix, a senior systems engineer based in Atlanta, took time off and then worked from home while managing his son's care and appointments. But LaCroix was laid off last February from that job, where he'd been working remotely for five years. His new role requires him to spend four days a week in a company office and commute for three hours a day.
"I want to be around for my kids," LaCroix, 44, said. "It's very important for me to be around for my son, because we almost lost him."
Heading into 2025, thousands of workers face an unsettling reality: after years of working from the comfort of home, they must return to the office full-time for the first time since the coronavirus pandemic or look for new work. 
Employees at Amazon, AT&T and other companies have been called back to the office five days per week. President-elect Donald Trump has vowed to fire federal workers who don't show up to do their jobs in-person. 
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[image: A woman looks at her phone while watching the sun set in Kansas City, Mo., on Sunday, Aug. 20, 2023. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Easily distracted? How to improve your attention span
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    







        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Watch: 7 chair yoga poses you can incorporate into your daily routine
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                Workers are saying 'no' to toxic environments. Here's how you can set limits or know it's time to leave
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"People always want to have flexibility," said Mark Ma, a University of Pittsburgh associate professor of business administration. "I have never heard anyone telling me that I thank my job because it's so rigid in its schedule."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Ma researched what happened when technology and finance companies in the S&P 500 stopped allowing employees to work remotely in recent years. He found the companies experienced high turnover rates after implementing return-to-office mandates, especially among female employees -- who often have childcare responsibilities -- and senior-level executives.

    
    
    
"Over the years, people have adjusted their lives. They've figured out, 'Oh wow, I can pick my kids up for school. Wow. I can caretake for my aging parents while I am still working,'" said Shavon Terrell-Camper, a therapist and mental wellness coach. "Once you have tasted work-from-home ... it's difficult to see your life going back to something that could've been unsustainable from the beginning." 
Workers and experts have advice to share about how to navigate the changes when an employer calls you back to the office. 
Seek flexibility 
Employers can compromise if their goal is to increase how much time staff members spend together. Ma suggests an "employee-choice" approach which gives teams the authority to decide how many days they will work in the office as a group. 
If that's not an option, employees also can ask to adjust their hours. LaCroix leaves home at 5 a.m. and works in the office until 2 p.m. to reduce time in traffic and allow him to be home when his kids get off the bus after school. His employer requires eight hours in the workplace but is flexible on which hours.
"A lot of people are pushing back, and they are trying to work out scenarios to see what type of flexibility does exist within the mandate," Terrell-Camper said.
Some are coming up with work-arounds that aren't endorsed by upper management. "Coffee badging" is a technique that involves heading to the office, swiping a company ID, having a coffee and leaving to work from home. Desperate to hold onto valuable employees, supervisors have tried a "hushed hybrid" approach, where they take their subordinates' ID badges and swipe them "in" and "out" to make it appear they've been in the office, Ma said. 
It's best to have an honest conversation with a manager about any personal needs and to "ask for forgiveness ahead of time, because your family is the most important thing," said Amy Dufrane, CEO of the Human Resource Certification Institute. Many companies have employee assistance programs that do more than most people realize, such as directing employees to resources that can help them care for parents or children, she said. 
Say what you need
Medical conditions can make it especially challenging to work on-site. Kyle Ankney, a public relations strategist based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, has cerebral palsy and needs a nurse to help him change a catheter three times a day. His health insurance will only send a nurse to one location, so working in an office isn't an option. 
"If that weren't an issue, I could find my way into the office," he said. 
Ankney, who ran his own PR firm for years, was seeking director-level roles, but a recruiter told him he should consider less-senior roles because of his need to work remotely. Instead, he applied to director-level jobs that were advertised as on-site or hybrid, and then reached out to explain his circumstances and ask if the hiring companies were open to him working from home. 
"While I would never normally, especially in a career setting, lead with, 'I have cerebral palsy and I'm in a wheelchair,' I'm finding that I'm almost having to make myself vulnerable in that way just to see if the opportunity is even there for me," Ankney said.
Weigh your options
Landing a fully remote job can be competitive. "There are going to be many people that don't have the luxury just to leave" their current jobs if they're required to return to the office, "especially in a volatile market such as we're in right now," Terrell-Camper said.
Attorney Holly Keerikatte was recently working on-site five days a week at a hospital, commuting about three hours a day and looking for a role that allowed more time with her family. She received two job offers. One was fully remote. The other paid 50% more but required a long commute. She recalled reading the phrase, "The only people who remember you worked late are your children." She chose the remote job. 
"My primary driver is what's best for my family," Keerikatte said. "My advice is to be up-front and transparent about what you want, what you're looking for and why."
Find bright spots 
When faced with the inevitability of returning to an office, look for the positives. Friendships can blossom as colleagues take coffee breaks together or sample new lunch spots. In-person conversations can spark ideas that wouldn't surface at home.
Employers can ease the transition by organizing activities that create camaraderie. For example, managers can put together a series of talks about the transition and have groups share what works for them, Dufrane said.
Face-to-face contact allows people to better understand what colleagues are thinking and doing, which helps prevent resentment and can provide helpful feedback. 
Video director Deborah Ann DeSnoo, who owns Plug-In Inc., a video production company in Chofu, Japan, says she has worked in many countries where the film industry was male-dominated and female directors like her were uncommon. She makes a point to connect with colleagues in person, giving her a chance to bond.
"You can read the air in a different way, and you find a solution," DeSnoo said. "When you're on a Zoom and they ignore you, there's nothing you can do."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    AP PHOTOS: Top young spellers compete in 100th Scripps National Spelling Bee
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OXON HILL, Md. (AP) -- The best young spellers in the English language are competing at the Scripps National Spelling Bee, which celebrates its 100th anniversary this year.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Participants stretch as they compete during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Zwe Sunyata Spacetime, 13, of Washington, spells his word as he competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]



        

        
        
            
                    Zwe Sunyata Spacetime, 13, of Washington, spells his word as he competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Minna Day Danziger, 12, of Traverse City, Michigan gestures as she spells her word as she competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]



        

        
        
            
                    Minna Day Danziger, 12, of Traverse City, Michigan gestures as she spells her word as she competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nathan Settevendemie, 13, of Hartford, Conn., spells his word as he competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Sydney Tamhnu Tran, 13, of Irvine, Calif., spells her word as she competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort &amp; Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Natalie Mae Linthicum, 13, of St. Joseph, Mo., gestures as she spells her word during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Kaden Haddox, 12, of Steubenville, Ohio, reacts after spelling his word correctly as he competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Rowena Cresswell-Blickley, 13, of Pottsville, Pa., reacts after spelling her word correctly as she competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]



        

        
        
            
                    Rowena Cresswell-Blickley, 13, of Pottsville, Pa., reacts after spelling her word correctly as she competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Blanche Yang Li, 14, of Boulder, Colo., high fives her friends after correctly spelling her word as she competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)g]
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[image: Kunal Patel, 12, of, Rolla, Mo., reacts after correctly spelling his word as he competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Aishwarya Kallakuri, 14, of Charlotte, N.C., competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Joseph Andrew Keffer, 10, of Athens, Ohio, competes in the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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[image: Duaa Siyah Ouznali, 13, of San Diego, reacts after correctly spelling her word as she competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]



        

        
        
            
                    Duaa Siyah Ouznali, 13, of San Diego, reacts after correctly spelling her word as she competes during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Raian Timur, 10, of Greenwood, Ind., yawns while waiting for this turn in the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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[image: Arya Maruti Bhavansikar, 13, of Frederick, Md., watches other compete during the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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[image: Aurora Ottilie Spisak, 14, of Dayton, Ohio, sighs in relief while competing in the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]



        

        
        
            
                    Aurora Ottilie Spisak, 14, of Dayton, Ohio, sighs in relief while competing in the first preliminary round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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                    U.S. News

    AP PHOTOS: Looking back at 10 days in 2020 of fervent non-stop protests for George Floyd




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A protester carries a U.S. flag upside down, a sign of distress, next to a burning building in Minneapolis, on Thursday, May 28, 2020. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    A protester carries a U.S. flag upside down, a sign of distress, past a burning building in Minneapolis, on Thursday, May 28, 2020. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        As cellphone video documenting the last breaths of George Floyd spread across the internet, so did the collective outrage.
For 10 consecutive days after his murder at the hands of Minneapolis police officers on Memorial Day in 2020, protests erupted across the U.S., not just in major cities but suburbs and small towns, too.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A police officer stands guard on a bridge near City Hall in downtown Los Angeles, on Wednesday, May 27, 2020, during a protest against the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/Ringo H.W. Chiu, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    A police officer stands guard on a bridge near City Hall in downtown Los Angeles, on Wednesday, May 27, 2020. (AP Photo/Ringo H.W. Chiu, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Protesters and residents watch as police in riot gear walk down a residential street in St. Paul, Minn., on Thursday, May 28, 2020, amid protests over the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Protesters and residents watch as police in riot gear walk down a residential street in St. Paul, Minn., on Thursday, May 28, 2020. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Law enforcement officers stand in formation along Lake Street near Hiawatha Avenue as fires burn after a night of unrest and protests in Minneapolis on Friday, May 29, 2020, following the death of George Floyd. (David Joles/Star Tribune via AP, File)]



        

        
        
            
                     Law enforcement officers stand in formation along Lake Street near Hiawatha Avenue in Minneapolis as fires burn after a night of unrest and protests on Friday, May 29, 2020. (David Joles/Star Tribune via AP, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People loot and burn an Office Depot store Friday, May 29, 2020, in Minneapolis, following the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    People loot and burn an Office Depot store Friday, May 29, 2020, in Minneapolis, following the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tear gas fills the air after Denver Police fired canisters on Saturday, May 30, 2020, during a protest outside the state capitol. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Tear gas fills the air after Denver Police fired canisters on Saturday, May 30, 2020, during a protest outside the state capitol over the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    It's been 5 years since the murder of George Floyd. What followed was protest and racial reckoning across the country and around the world, as well as a backlash that began to grow against the movement, which the country is still grappling with today.

                

                
            
        

    


Five years later, the Justice Department under President Donald Trump has canceled a settlement with Minneapolis and Louisville, Kentucky, to reform their police departments.
"It's a symbolic nod from the state to police departments around the nation that they can continue discriminating and abusing Black people without worry," the Movement for Black Lives said in remarks exclusive to The Associated Press. "So while they attempt to rollback our wins and erase our history, we will continue to care for one another ... so we can keep working toward our vision of freedom and liberation that this administration fears."

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An officer swings a baton as demonstrators clash with police near the White House in Washington, on Saturday, May 30, 2020, during a protest against the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    An officer swings a baton as demonstrators clash with police near the White House in Washington, on Saturday, May 30, 2020. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A protester is doused with a liquid to help neutralize the effects of tear gas fired by police outside the Minneapolis 5th Police Precinct, Saturday, May 30, 2020, in Minneapolis, as protests continued following the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    A protester is doused with a liquid to help neutralize the effects of tear gas fired by police outside the Minneapolis 5th Police Precinct, Saturday, May 30, 2020. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Several street bridges over the Chicago River remain closed early Sunday morning, May 31, 2020 in Chicago, after a night of unrest and protests over the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Several street bridges over the Chicago River remain closed early Sunday morning, May 31, 2020 in Chicago, after a night of unrest and protests. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Demonstrators march around a large globe sculpture in Flushing Meadows Corona Park in the Queens borough of New York, Sunday, May 31, 2020, to protest the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Demonstrators march around a large globe sculpture in Flushing Meadows Corona Park in the Queens borough of New York, Sunday, May 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Motorists are ordered to the ground from their vehicle by police on South Washington Street in Minneapolis on Sunday, May 31, 2020, during a protest following the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Motorists are ordered to the ground from their vehicle by police on South Washington Street in Minneapolis on Sunday, May 31, 2020, during a protest. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Demonstrators gather near the White House in Washington on Sunday, May 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Demonstrators gather to protest the death of George Floyd, near the White House in Washington on Sunday, May 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
Images from that time show how the risks of a still raging pandemic did not deter demonstrators. Some marched. Others kneeled. Many referenced Floyd's final words: "I can't breathe." His face and "Black Lives Matter" became avatars on signs, streets and public buildings.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Philadelphia police and National Guard kneel at the suggestion of Police Deputy Commissioner Melvin Singleton, unseen, outside police headquarters in Philadelphia, Monday, June 1, 2020, during a march calling for justice over the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Philadelphia police and National Guard kneel at the suggestion of Police Deputy Commissioner Melvin Singleton, unseen, outside police headquarters in Philadelphia, Monday, June 1, 2020. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Some police officers faced down protesters with riot gear while others knelt in solidarity.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Statue of Liberty painting is seen through a smashed Dolce and Gabbana store window in the SoHo neighborhood of New York on Monday, June 1, 2020. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    A Statue of Liberty painting is seen through a smashed Dolce and Gabbana store window in the SoHo neighborhood of New York on Monday, June 1, 2020. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police officers surround a group of people outside Radio City Music Hall in New York, Monday, June 1, 2020, before arresting them during protests against the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Police officers surround a group of people outside Radio City Music Hall in New York, Monday, June 1, 2020, before arresting them during protests. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People rally in Houston on Tuesday, June 2, 2020, to protest the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    People rally in Houston on Tuesday, June 2, 2020. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Atlanta police prepare to enforce a 9 p.m. curfew as demonstrators chant in Atlanta on Tuesday, June 2, 2020, following the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Atlanta police prepare to enforce a 9 p.m. curfew as demonstrators chant in Atlanta on Tuesday, June 2, 2020. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Standing next to a statue of Frederick Douglass, Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif., left, Senate Minority Leader Sen. Chuck Schumer of N.Y., center, and Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., right, pause during a prayer Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, June 4, 2020, during an event to commemorate the life of George Floyd. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Standing next to a statue of Frederick Douglass, Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif., left, Senate Minority Leader Sen. Chuck Schumer of N.Y., center, and Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., right, pause during a prayer Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, June 4, 2020, during an event to commemorate the life of George Floyd. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Demonstrators protest across the street from a Confederate memorabilia store in Kennesaw, Ga., on Friday, June 5, 2020, following the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Demonstrators protest across the street from a Confederate memorabilia store in Kennesaw, Ga., on Friday, June 5, 2020. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Retired Marine Todd Winn, wearing a mask which reads "I Can't Breathe," participates in a protest in front of the Utah State Capitol in Salt Lake City on Friday, June 5, 2020, amid protests around the world in the wake of the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Retired Marine Todd Winn participates in a protest in front of the Utah State Capitol in Salt Lake City on Friday, June 5, 2020. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People attend a rally outside Jackson Square in New Orleans, Friday, June 5, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    People attend a rally outside Jackson Square in New Orleans, Friday, June 5, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Demonstrators protest near the White House in Washington on Saturday, June 6, 2020, over the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Demonstrators protest near the White House in Washington on Saturday, June 6, 2020. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A protester holds a U.S. flag at Monument Circle following a non-violent sit-in at the Statehouse in Indianapolis, Saturday, June 6, 2020, against police brutality sparked by the death of George Floyd. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    A protester holds a U.S. flag at Monument Circle following a non-violent sit-in at the Statehouse in Indianapolis, Saturday, June 6, 2020. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police use chemical irritants and crowd control munitions to disperse protesters during a demonstration in Portland, Ore., Saturday, Sept. 5, 2020. (AP Photo/Noah Berger, File)]



        

        
        
            
                     Police use chemical irritants and crowd control munitions to disperse protesters during a demonstration in Portland, Ore., Saturday, Sept. 5, 2020. (AP Photo/Noah Berger, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A demonstrator is arrested as police attempt to take control of the streets in Portland, Ore., on Saturday, Sept. 5, 2020. (AP Photo/Paula Bronstein, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    A demonstrator is arrested as police attempt to take control of the streets in Portland, Ore., on Saturday, Sept. 5, 2020, as protests reached 100 consecutive nights since George Floyd was killed. (AP Photo/Paula Bronstein, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A protester and a police officer clasp hands in the middle of a standoff during a solidarity rally in New York, on June 2, 2020. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    A protester and a police officer clasp hands in the middle of a standoff during a solidarity rally calling for justice over the death of George Floyd, in New York, on June 2, 2020. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

In one image that perfectly encapsulates the tension, a police officer and a protester -- both Black -- clasp their hands in the middle of a standoff during a New York City rally for justice for Floyd. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The casket of George Floyd is placed in the chapel for his funeral service at the Fountain of Praise church, Tuesday, June 9, 2020, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, Pool, File)]



        

        
        
            
                     The casket of George Floyd is placed in the chapel for his funeral service at the Fountain of Praise church, Tuesday, June 9, 2020, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, Pool, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Demonstrators kneel during a solidarity protest for George Floyd, Saturday, June 13, 2020, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Demonstrators kneel during a solidarity protest for George Floyd, Saturday, June 13, 2020, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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                Five years later: How the murder of George Floyd changed America
            

        
    
      





        



    
        Five years after the murder of George Floyd, the ripple effects of that summer are still being felt to this day.
    



        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                        
                            
   
    
        
            

        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Ex-Minneapolis police chief recalls 'absolutely gut-wrenching' moment of seeing George Floyd video
            

        
    
      





        



    
        Former Minneapolis Police Chief Medaria Arradondo says he wishes he had moved faster to change the culture of his department before the murder of George Floyd, which happened five years ago Sunday.
    



        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                

            

            

        

    

    
    
    
This is a photo gallery curated by AP photo editor Patrick Sison in New York.
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                    World News

    AP PHOTOS: A survivor of the Nagasaki bombing struggles to preserve remains




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A person walks past the One-Pillar Torii Gate at Sanno Shrine, the only gate remaining of four gates after the 1945 atomic bombing in Nagasaki, southern Japan, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]



        

        
        
            
                    A person walks past the One-Pillar Torii Gate at Sanno Shrine, the only gate remaining of four gates after the 1945 atomic bombing in Nagasaki, southern Japan, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            EUGENE HOSHIKO and MAYUKO ONO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NAGASAKI, Japan (AP) -- Decorated with colorful paper cranes and blooming flowers, it doesn't look the scene of a tragedy. 
On Aug. 9, 1945, U.S. forces detonated an atomic bomb over Nagasaki. Shiroyama Elementary School was only 500 meters (1,600 feet) west of ground zero. It is thought more than 1,400 people died here, including teachers and children. 
The atomic bombing of Nagasaki, and Hiroshima three days earlier, together killed more than 210,000 people. Japan surrendered on Aug. 15, ending World War II and its nearly half-century of aggression across Asia.
In Nagasaki, part of the destroyed building known as the Peace Memorial Hall receives around 30,000 visitors each year. At the same time, the number of those who still remember the attack is dwindling. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Catholics attend an early morning Mass at the Urakami Cathedral in Nagasaki, southern Japan Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]



        

        
        
            
                    Catholics attend an early morning Mass at the Urakami Cathedral in Nagasaki, southern Japan Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A statue of the Virgin Mary at the Urakami Cathedral that was damaged in the atomic bombing of Nagasaki, southern Japan, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]



        

        
        
            
                    A statue of the Virgin Mary at the Urakami Cathedral that was damaged in the atomic bombing of Nagasaki, southern Japan, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Remains of the former Urakami Cathedral wall," a preserved section of the original cathedral destroyed in the atomic bombing on August 9, 1945, are seen in Nagasaki, southern Japan, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]



        

        
        
            
                    Remains of the former Urakami Cathedral wall," a preserved section of the original cathedral destroyed in the atomic bombing on August 9, 1945, are seen in Nagasaki, southern Japan, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Urakami Cathedral is seen in Nagasaki, southern Japan, Nov. 16, 2019. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    The Urakami Cathedral is seen in Nagasaki, southern Japan, Nov. 16, 2019. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Fumi Takeshita, 83, was just a child, but can still recall her experience.

    
"I saw an extremely strong light coming in from the window. It was white, or shall I say yellow? So strong that I couldn't keep my eyes open," she said.
"It was the day after the bomb dropped. (My father) walked through the hypocenter, the Urakami area, and heard many people calling for help. There were heaps of bodies, too. Buildings were crashed to the ground and there was nothing left, apparently. I heard that from my grandmother. She said, "Fumi-chan, remember the light you saw the other day? Because of that there is nothing left in Urakami, and many people died.'"

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fumi Takeshita, a survivor of the 1945 Nagasaki atomic bombing, shows preserved artifacts damaged by the atomic bomb in Nagasaki, southern Japan, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Fumi Takeshita, a survivor of the 1945 Nagasaki atomic bombing, speaks with the Associated Press in Nagasaki, southern Japan, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]



        

        
        
            
                    Fumi Takeshita, a survivor of the 1945 Nagasaki atomic bombing, speaks with the Associated Press in Nagasaki, southern Japan, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


She now collects items related to the bombing, many of which she has dug from the ground with bare hands. Takeshita believes it's important to preserve the physical evidence of the Nagasaki bombing, known as "Hibaku remains." 

    
    
    
"Nagasaki hardly has any remains left. I have been raising my voice to be heard in order to protect them, but most of them have been taken down," she said. 
Currently, 55 sites have been approved as "Hibaku remains," including bridges and trees, in the city's annual list. But officials say they also have to consider the city's needs and strike a balance between preservation and development. 

    
"I have lung cancer and was told I might not be able to see the cherry blossoms this year," Takeshita said. 

"But I managed to. Like myself, hibakushas (atomic bombing survivors) do not have much time left. Preserving things has a strong message. Despite all the testimonies, I believe it is more convincing and can convey, for instance, the heat which melted these objects, let alone humans." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Catholics attend early morning Mass at the Urakami Cathedral in Nagasaki, southern Japan Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: The Urakami Cathedral is seen in Nagasaki, southern Japan, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Visitors observe the Statue of Peace at the Peace Park in Nagasaki, southern Japan Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Visitors decorate Peace Park with colorful origami cranes in Nagasaki, southern Japan, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: A view of the city is seen in Nagasaki, southern Japan, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: A person walks past the One-Pillar Torii Gate at Sanno Shrine, the only gate remaining of four gates after the 1945 atomic bombing in Nagasaki, southern Japan, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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___
This is a photo gallery curated by AP photo editors.
___
This story has been corrected to show Fumi Takeshita is 83 years old, not 80.
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    What would happen if the Amazon rainforest dried out? This decades-long experiment has some answers
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            In a pristine corner of the Amazon, scientists have spent more than two decades simulating drought to understand how the rainforest might respond to a drier future. Understanding how soil, roots and trees respond is critical to predicting the Amazon's future. (AP Video by Lucas Dumphreys. Produced by Julian Trejo Bax)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: University of Exeter researcher Mateus Cardoso Silva works in the forest at the Esecaflor project in Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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            University of Exeter researcher Mateus Cardoso Silva works in the forest at the Esecaflor project in Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joao de Athaydes, who is a meteorologist, shows part of the plastic panels installed to mimic stress from drought, at the Esecaflor project in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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            Joao de Athaydes, who is a meteorologist, shows part of the plastic panels installed to mimic stress from drought, at the Esecaflor project in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sparse tree cover is visible in the area of the Esecaflor project made to mimic a drought in Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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            Sparse tree cover is visible in the area of the Esecaflor project made to mimic a drought in Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Natural forest density is visible in the Esecaflor project control area in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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            Natural forest density is visible in the Esecaflor project control area in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Researcher Joao Paulo analyzes humidity of a tree's leaves as part of the Esecaflor project in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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            Researcher Joao Paulo analyzes humidity of a tree's leaves as part of the Esecaflor project in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Researcher Joao Paulo analyzes humidity of a tree's leaves as part of the Esecaflor project in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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            Researcher Joao Paulo analyzes humidity of a tree's leaves as part of the Esecaflor project in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joao de Athaydes, who is a meteorologist, looks at the humidity radars on a tower at the Esecaflor project in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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            Joao de Athaydes, who is a meteorologist, looks at the humidity radars on a tower at the Esecaflor project in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Researcher Ari Miranda Gomes collects sap from a tree at the Esecaflor project, where scientists mimic drought to understand how the rainforest might respond to a drier future, in Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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            Researcher Ari Miranda Gomes collects sap from a tree at the Esecaflor project, where scientists mimic drought to understand how the rainforest might respond to a drier future, in Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Curua River flows near the Esecaflor project, where scientists mimic drought to understand how the rainforest might respond to a drier future, in Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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            Curua River flows near the Esecaflor project, where scientists mimic drought to understand how the rainforest might respond to a drier future, in Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A white tree that is dead stands within a section of the Caxiuana National Forest that is used as a control plot for an experiment on drought run by the Esecaflor project in Para state, Brazil, Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            11 of 12 | 
            A white tree that is dead stands within a section of the Caxiuana National Forest that is used as a control plot for an experiment on drought run by the Esecaflor project in Para state, Brazil, Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Environmentalists walk through the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, near the Esecaflor project, where scientists mimic drought to understand how the rainforest might respond to a drier future Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            12 of 12 | 
            Environmentalists walk through the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, near the Esecaflor project, where scientists mimic drought to understand how the rainforest might respond to a drier future Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            FABIANO MAISONNAVE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CAXIUANA NATIONAL FOREST, Brazil (AP) -- A short walk beneath the dense Amazon canopy, the forest abruptly opens up. Fallen logs are rotting, the trees grow sparser and the temperature rises in places sunlight hits the ground. This is what 24 years of severe drought looks like in the world's largest rainforest. 
But this patch of degraded forest, about the size of a soccer field, is a scientific experiment. Launched in 2000 by Brazilian and British scientists, Esecaflor -- short for "Forest Drought Study Project" in Portuguese-- set out to simulate a future in which the changing climate could deplete the Amazon of rainfall. It is the longest-running project of its kind in the world, and has become a source for dozens of academic articles in fields ranging from meteorology to ecology and physiology.
Understanding how drought can affect the Amazon, an area twice the size of India that crosses into several South American nations, has implications far beyond the region. The rainforest stores a massive amount of carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas that is the main driver of climate change. According to one study, the Amazon stores the equivalent of two years of global carbon emissions, which mainly come from the burning of coal, oil and gasoline. When trees are cut, or wither and die from drought, they release into the atmosphere the carbon they were storing, which accelerates global warming. 
Creating drought conditions and observing the results

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: University of Exeter researcher Mateus Cardoso Silva works in the forest at the Esecaflor project in Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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To mimic stress from drought, the project, located in the Caxiuana National Forest, assembled about 6,000 transparent plastic rectangular panels across one hectare (2.5 acres), diverting around 50% of the rainfall from the forest floor. They were set 1 meter above ground (3.3 ft) on the sides to 4 meters (13.1 ft) above ground in the center. The water was funneled into gutters and channeled through trenches dug around the plot's perimeter.



    
        




    




Next to it, an identical plot was left untouched to serve as a control. In both areas, instruments were attached to trees, placed on the ground and buried to measure soil moisture, air temperature, tree growth, sap flow and root development, among other data. Two metal towers sit above each plot. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sparse tree cover is visible in the area of the Esecaflor project made to mimic a drought in Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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[image: Natural forest density is visible in the Esecaflor project control area in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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In each tower, NASA radars measure how much water is in the plants, which helps researchers understand overall forest stress. The data is sent to the space agency's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in California, where it is processed.

    
"The forest initially appeared to be resistant to the drought," said Lucy Rowland, an ecology professor at the University of Exeter.
That began to change about 8 years in, however. "We saw a really big decline in biomass, big losses and mortality of the largest trees," said Rowland.
This resulted in the loss of approximately 40% of the total weight of the vegetation and the carbon stored within it from the plot. The main findings were detailed in a study published in May in the journal Nature Ecology & Evolution. It shows that during the years of vegetation loss, the rainforest shifted from a carbon sink, that is, a storer of carbon dioxide, to a carbon emitter, before eventually stabilizing. 
There was one piece of good news: the decades-long drought didn't turn the rainforest into a savanna, or large grassy plain, as earlier model-based studies had predicted.

    
Next steps include measuring forest recovery

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joao de Athaydes, who is a meteorologist, shows part of the plastic panels installed to mimic stress from drought, at the Esecaflor project in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]



        

        
        
            
                    Joao de Athaydes, who is a meteorologist, shows part of the plastic panels installed to mimic stress from drought, at the Esecaflor project in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
In November, most of the 6,000 transparent plastic covers were removed, and now scientists are observing how the forest changes. There is currently no end date for the project. 

    
"The forest has already adapted. Now we want to understand what happens next," said meteorologist Joao de Athaydes, vice coordinator of Esecaflor, a professor at the Federal University of Para and coauthor of the Nature study. "The idea is to see whether the forest can regenerate and return to the baseline from when we started the project."
During a visit in April, Athaydes guided Associated Press journalists through the site, which had many researchers. The area was so remote that most researchers had endured a full-day boat trip from the city of Belem, which will host the next annual U.N. climate talks later this year. During the days in the field, the scientists stayed at the Ferreira Penna Scientific Base of the Emilio Goeldi Museum, a few hundred yards (meters) from the plots.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Researcher Joao Paulo analyzes humidity of a tree's leaves as part of the Esecaflor project in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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[image: Researcher Joao Paulo analyzes humidity of a tree's leaves as part of the Esecaflor project in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]



        

        
        
            
                    Researcher Joao Paulo analyzes humidity of a tree's leaves as part of the Esecaflor project in the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
Four teams were at work. One collected soil samples to measure root growth in the top layer. Another gathered weather data and tracking soil temperature and moisture. A third was measured vegetation moisture and sap flow. The fourt focused on plant physiology.
"We know very little about how drought influences soil processes," said ecologist Rachel Selman, researcher at the University of Edinburgh and one of the co-authors of the Nature study, during a break. 

    
Esecaflor's drought simulation draws some parallels with the past two years, when much of the Amazon rainforest, under the influence of El Nino and the impact of climate change, endured its most severe dry spells on record. The devastating consequences ranged from the death of dozens of river dolphins due to warming and receding waters to vast wildfires in old-growth areas.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Researcher Ari Miranda Gomes collects sap from a tree at the Esecaflor project, where scientists mimic drought to understand how the rainforest might respond to a drier future, in Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]



        

        
        
            
                    Researcher Ari Miranda Gomes collects sap from a tree at the Esecaflor project, where scientists mimic drought to understand how the rainforest might respond to a drier future, in Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Rowland explained that the recent El Nino brought short-term, intense impacts to the Amazon, not just through reduced rainfall but also with spikes in temperature and vapor pressure deficit, a measure of how dry the air is. In contrast, the Esecaflor experiment focused only on manipulating soil moisture to study the effects of long-term shifts in rainfall.
"But in both cases, we're seeing a loss of the forest's ability to absorb carbon," she said. "Instead, carbon is being released back into the atmosphere, along with the loss of forest cover."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Environmentalists walk through the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, near the Esecaflor project, where scientists mimic drought to understand how the rainforest might respond to a drier future Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]



        

        
        
            
                    Environmentalists walk through the Caxiuana National Forest, Para state, Brazil, near the Esecaflor project, where scientists mimic drought to understand how the rainforest might respond to a drier future Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)
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The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Climate

    A little bit of farm, a little bit of suburbia: That's the recipe for Agritopia
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            Outside Phoenix in suburban Gilbert, one farming family decided over ten years ago to get ahead of development and urban sprawl by developing their way: into an intentional community nestled around a plot of agricultural land. (AP Video: Joshua A. Bickel)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kelly Saxer, lead farmer at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, harvests lettuce April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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            Kelly Saxer, lead farmer at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, harvests lettuce April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Farmland sits amid Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on Monday, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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            Farmland sits amid Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on Monday, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kamori Parra, 5, hangs out on one of the farms at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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            Kamori Parra, 5, hangs out on one of the farms at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Residents greet Joe Johnston, founder of Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, as he makes his rounds in his golf cart April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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            Residents greet Joe Johnston, founder of Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, as he makes his rounds in his golf cart April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Johnston, the founder of Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, poses for a portrait inside his office April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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            Joe Johnston, the founder of Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, poses for a portrait inside his office April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kelly Saxer, lead farmer at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, harvests lettuce April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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            Kelly Saxer, lead farmer at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, harvests lettuce April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fae Padron, 4, plays in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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            Fae Padron, 4, plays in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Liam Guerena plays in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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            Liam Guerena plays in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Josie, 3, and Fae Padron, 4, play house in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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            Josie, 3, and Fae Padron, 4, play house in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sabrina Mathisen stops to smell the flowers at a garden in Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            11 of 16 | 
            Sabrina Mathisen stops to smell the flowers at a garden in Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A tractor clears farmland in Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on Sunday, April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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            A tractor clears farmland in Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on Sunday, April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: At Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, residential homes are intentionally close to the farm, April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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            At Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, residential homes are intentionally close to the farm, April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lettuce is washed at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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            Lettuce is washed at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Maria Padron, center, plays with her daughter Fae Padron, 4, right, in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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            Maria Padron, center, plays with her daughter Fae Padron, 4, right, in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Maverick, left, and Brennan, right, play in Agritopia's "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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            Maverick, left, and Brennan, right, play in Agritopia's "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MELINA WALLING, ANNIKA HAMMERSCHLAG and JOSHUA A. BICKEL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        GILBERT, Ariz. (AP) -- Just steps from the porticos, patios, clay-tiled roofs and manicured lawns of suburbia, Kelly Saxer has gotten used to questions. As she weaves through tomato vines, snaps asparagus and generally gets her hands dirty, visitors and even some nearby residents want to know what she's doing -- and how the farm where she works wound up here.
"Sometimes it feels like we're animals in a zoo a little bit because people will walk by and they'll just stare, you know, like gawk at us," Saxer said.
This is Agritopia, an 11-acre (4.5-hectare) organic farm that's all that remains after miles of alfalfa, corn, cotton, durum wheat and sugar beets were swallowed up by Phoenix's roaring development.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Farmland sits amid Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on Monday, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]



        

        
        
            
                    Farmland sits amid Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on Monday, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kelly Saxer, lead farmer at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, harvests lettuce April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]



        

        
        
            
                    Kelly Saxer, lead farmer at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, harvests lettuce April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
In this "agrihood" -- a residential community that includes a working farm -- kids play outside at a school that borders vegetable fields or in communal green spaces nestled between homes. Well-dressed couples and boisterous teenagers flock for selfies and picturesque photos. Lines form at the diner featured on Guy Fieri's Food Network show. On the farm itself, people can walk the dirt roads, rent out plots to grow their own foods or buy its produce.

    
Some developers have turned to the agrihood concept in the past couple of decades to lure buyers with a different kind of amenity. At least 27 U.S. states and Canadian provinces had agrihoods as of a 2018 report from the Urban Land Institute, and more have cropped up since then.
Experts say agrihoods cater to buyers interested in sustainability, access to healthy food and a mix of urban and rural life. The core aim of many projects is to "create a feeling for people," said Matt Norris, one of the lead authors of that report.
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[image: This image provided by Polywood shows their Studio Balcony Set. The slim profile, tuckable chairs and all-weather material makes it a good choice for city balconies or small patios. (Polywood via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Tiny outdoor space? Turn it into an inviting retreat
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Onosato receives the trophy after winning in a sumo wrestling tournament at Ryogoku Kokugikan arena in Tokyo, Sunday, May 25, 2025. (Kyodo News via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Japan finally has a sumo champion after years of Mongolian dominance
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A stray bobtail cat rests at a park in Nagasaki, southern Japan, on April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Cats with hooked and bent tails fill Nagasaki, Japan, where they are thought to bring good luck
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Agritopia's founders saw change coming, and made a plan

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Johnston, the founder of Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, poses for a portrait inside his office April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]



        

        
        
            
                    Joe Johnston, the founder of Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, poses for a portrait inside his office April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
It was the late 1990s when the family behind Agritopia saw "the writing on the wall," said Joe Johnston.

    
    
    
The family farm was some 5 miles (8 kilometers) from Gilbert then but it was clear the Phoenix area's rapid growth was going to bring development to their doorstep. With his parents mostly retired and a pair of brothers interested in doing other things, Johnston got their blessing to develop the land himself rather than simply selling it.

    
Johnston, with a background in design engineering, was intent on "creating place," as he puts it. The neighborhood features narrow streets and homes within walking distance of restaurants, bars, shops, small parks and fitness businesses. The farm is at the center of it.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Residents greet Joe Johnston, founder of Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, as he makes his rounds in his golf cart April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]



        

        
        
            
                    Residents greet Joe Johnston, founder of Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, as he makes his rounds in his golf cart April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Melissa Checker, a professor of anthropology at City University of New York and author of a book on environmental gentrification, said agrihoods can appeal to people in different ways -- their desire to feel environmentally conscious, nostalgia for an imagined idea of the past, increased interest in food "self-sufficiency" and even a heightened desire to be safe and connected to neighbors after the COVID-19 pandemic.
"You have a kind of convergence of some commercial interests, you know, something that you can sell to people, and then also this real desire to change the way we do things," she said.
Agritopia, but not utopia

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kamori Parra, 5, hangs out on one of the farms at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]



        

        
        
            
                    Kamori Parra, 5, hangs out on one of the farms at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
In an ideal world, using green community space to grow food could especially benefit people who are food-insecure, Checker said. But because agrihoods are often tied to real estate prices and developers want a return on their investment, "it's much more likely that these kinds of projects go into gentrifying neighborhoods or more affluent neighborhoods," she said.

    
It's not clear just how big a role the farm plays in attracting buyers. At Agritopia, for example, few of the 500 homes participate in the farm box program that offers them first pick of seasonal fruits and vegetables. (The farm also sells at a market in downtown Gilbert and donates to a local food pantry.)

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fae Padron, 4, plays in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]



        

        
        
            
                    Fae Padron, 4, plays in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Josie, 3, and Fae Padron, 4, play house in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]



        

        
        
            
                    Josie, 3, and Fae Padron, 4, play house in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Liam Guerena plays in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]



        

        
        
            
                    Liam Guerena plays in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
Johnston said he knew "not everyone's going to be passionate about agriculture." That's why he was intent on creating a village where people have spaces to come together; it's up to them how much, if at all, they want to be involved in farming.
Still, farms are a selling point for developers especially across the Sun Belt who compete to offer pools, gyms, parks and other perks to would-be residents who have a wide range of planned communities to choose from, said Scott Snodgrass. He's founding partner of a developer that created Indigo, an agrihood outside Houston, and also of a company called Agmenity that runs farms for agrihood developers. 
How the farm and the neighborhood intersect

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: At Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, residential homes are intentionally close to the farm, April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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As the sun rises, the farm's workers snip the roots off scallions and pull up thick bunches of lettuce and green garlic.

    
Before he started working at Agritopia, Ernesto Penalba didn't know all the steps involved in growing garlic -- harvesting, cleaning, plus packing and transporting. "But we only perceive it as one process. So it was really interesting to understand that," he said, speaking in Spanish.
CC Garrett, who goes by "Miss Hickory" when she's leading educational tours for kids on the farm, said she loves watching young people connect with their food in new ways -- eating and maybe even enjoying salad for the first time or learning why you can't grow tomatoes year-round.

    
"It's amazing for me just because this community, it just really speaks to me, being built around an urban farm, which I think is such an important American concept," she said. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A tractor clears farmland in Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on Sunday, April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]



        

        
        
            
                    A tractor clears farmland in Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on Sunday, April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lettuce is washed at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 22, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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[image: Sabrina Mathisen stops to smell the flowers at a garden in Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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For some who live here, this place is more than a typical neighborhood. In Agritopia's "kid pod," a cluster of families with 23 kids between them, parents let the young ones roam freely, knowing at least one guardian will always be looking out for them. The rest of the parents make dinner or plan a date night. Just across the street, a peach and citrus orchard sways in the breeze, occasionally wafting the smells of fruit into front yards.
Maria Padron lives in the "kid pod" with her husband and two children. She loves living in Agritopia for the sense of camaraderie with her neighbors.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Maria Padron, center, plays with her daughter Fae Padron, 4, right, in a "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them, at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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Her own family in Virginia had to give up their farm when her grandfather couldn't take care of it anymore. She wishes it had stayed in the family, but it's a vineyard now. 
Asked whether she would have wanted her grandfather's land to become an agrihood, she says maybe -- if it was done right.
"There's something obviously beautiful here that's going on, but there is some grief there too, if you've watched this land be a certain thing and then it changes within an instant," Padron said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Maverick, left, and Brennan, right, play in Agritopia's "kid pod," a cluster of families with more than 20 kids between them at Agritopia, a community nestled around a plot of agricultural land, on April 21, 2025, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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___
Follow Melina Walling on X @MelinaWalling and Bluesky @melinawalling.bsky.social. Follow Joshua A. Bickel on Instagram, Bluesky and X @joshuabickel. Follow Annika Hammerschlag on Instagram @ahammergram.
___
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    A journalist was killed while writing a book on the Amazon. Here's how friends completed his work




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    After British journalist Dom Phillips was shot and killed while researching an ambitious book on how to protect the world's largest rainforest, friends vowed to finish the project. Three years later, their task is complete. (AP/ Lucas Dumphreys. Tatiana Pollastri)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            FABIANO MAISONNAVE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) -- After British journalist Dom Phillips was shot and killed while researching an ambitious book on how to protect the world's largest rainforest, friends vowed to finish the project. Three years later, their task is complete.
"How to Save the Amazon," published Tuesday in Brazil and the United Kingdom ahead of its U.S. release, was pieced together by fellow journalists who immersed themselves in Phillips' notes, outlines and the handful of chapters he'd already written. The resulting book, scheduled to be published in the U.S. on June 10, pairs Phillips' own writing with others' contributions in a powerful examination of the cause for which he gave his life.
In addition to the core group who led the work on finishing the book, other colleagues and friends helped to edit chapters, including The Associated Press journalists Fabiano Maisonnave and David Biller.

    
Phillips, who had been a regular contributor to The Guardian newspaper, was taking one of the final reporting trips planned for his book when he was gunned down by fishermen on June 5, 2022, in western Amazon's Javari Valley. Also killed was Bruno Pereira, a Brazilian expert on Indigenous tribes who had made enemies in the region for defending the local communities from intruding fishermen, poachers and illegal gold miners. Their deaths made headlines around the world. Nine people have been indicted in the killings.

    
    
    
"It was just a horrifying, really sad moment. Everybody was trying to think: How can you deal with something like this? And the book was there," said Jonathan Watts, an Amazon-based environmental writer for The Guardian who coauthored the foreword and one of the chapters.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign that reads in Portuguese "Justice for Dom and Bruno" with images of the British journalist Dom Phillips, on the left, and the Indigenous specialist Bruno Pereira, is displayed on the Arcos da Lapa aqueduct during a protest by environmental groups to ask for justice for their deaths, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, June 26, 2022. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado, File)]
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With the blessing of Phillips' widow, Alessandra Sampaio, a group of five friends agreed to carry the project forward. The group led by Watts also included Andrew Fishman, the Rio-based president of The Intercept Brasil; Phillips' agent, Rebecca Carter; David Davies, a colleague from his days in London as a music journalist; and Tom Hennigan, Latin America correspondent for The Irish Times.
"It was a way to not just feel awful about what had happened, but to get on with something. Especially because so many of Dom's friends are journalists," Watts said. "And what you fall back on is what you know best, which is journalism."

    
Unfinished work researching rainforest solutions
By the time of his death, Phillips had traveled extensively across the Amazon and had completed an introduction and nearly four of the 10 planned chapters. He also left behind an outline of the remaining chapters, with different degrees of detail, and many pages of handwritten notes, some of them barely legible.
"I think it's fair to say even Dom didn't yet know what he would do exactly in those chapters," Watts said.
Phillips was searching for hope. He promised his editors a character-driven travel book in which readers would get to know a wide-ranging cast of people living in the area, "all of whom know and understand the Amazon intimately and have innovative solutions for the millions of people who live there." 

    
The group led by Watts selected writers for the remaining chapters, with subjects ranging from a bioeconomy initiative in Brazil's Acre state to global funding for rainforest preservation. Indigenous leader Beto Marubo of the Javari Valley was recruited to co-write an afterword. The team also launched a successful crowdfunding campaign to pay for more reporting trips.
Among the group's challenges was ensuring that the book reflected a political shift in Brazil's approach to the Amazon in the years since Phillips' death. Most of Phillips' research was done during the term of right-wing President Jair Bolsonaro, as Brazil's Amazon deforestation reached a 15-year high in 2021. The pace of destruction slowed after Bolsonaro's 2022 defeat by leftist leader Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

    
Fragments of hope, grim statistics 
Throughout the finished book's more than 300 pages, fragments of hope mix with grim realities. In Chapter 2, "Cattle Chaos," Phillips notes that 16% of Brazil's Amazon has already been converted to pasture. Even a farmer who has become a model for successfully increasing productivity without clearing most of his land is criticized for his widespread use of fertilizers.
In his chapter on bioeconomy, journalist Jon Lee Anderson visits a reforestation initiative where Benki Piyako, an Ashaninka leader, promotes environmental restoration coupled with ayahuasca treatment and a fish farm. But the veteran reporter doesn't see how it can be scalable and reproducible given man-made threats and climate change. 
Later in the chapter, he quotes Marek Hanusch, a German economist for the World Bank, as saying: "At the end of the day, deforestation is a macroeconomic choice, and so long as Brazil's growth model is based on agriculture, you're going to see expansion into the Amazon."

    
In the foreword, the group of five organizers state that "Like Dom, none of us was under any illusion that our writing would save the Amazon, but we could certainly follow his lead in asking the people who might know."
But in this book stained by blood and dim hope, there is another message, according to Watts: "The most important thing is that this is all about solidarity with our friend and with journalism in general."
___
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    Will you be able to get a COVID-19 shot? Here's what we know so far




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., left, and Education Secretary Linda McMahon attend a Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) Commission Event in the East Room of the White House, Thursday, May 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: A vial of Moderna COVID-19 vaccine rests on a table at an inoculation station in Jackson, Miss., on July 19, 2022. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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            LAURAN NEERGAARD and TOM MURPHY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Want a COVID-19 vaccination this fall? For many Americans, it's not clear how easy it will be to get one - or if they've lost the choice.
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who was a longtime anti-vaccine activist, said this week that the shots are no longer recommended for healthy children and pregnant women, usurping a decision normally made by scientific experts, not political appointees.
The announcement follows an earlier Trump administration step to limit COVID-19 vaccinations among healthy people under age 65.
Until now, the U.S. - following guidance from independent experts who advise the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - has recommended yearly COVID-19 vaccinations for everyone age 6 months and older.
Together, the moves have left health experts, vaccine makers and insurers uncertain about what to advise and what comes next.
"It's going to add a lot of confusion overall," said Ajay Sethi, an epidemiologist at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

    
How can I get a COVID-19 shot for myself or my healthy child?
Some of this season's vaccine is still available. Insurance industry experts say if people had insurance coverage before Kennedy's announcement, it's highly unlikely that would have ended instantly based on the secretary's video announcement. That means if someone could find a shot, they'd likely be able to get one for now.



    
        




    




Will I still be able to choose a shot in the fall for myself or my child?
Who will be able to get what vaccines this fall is still unclear.
Vaccine manufacturers plan to issue updated COVID-19 shots in the late summer or fall. But the Food and Drug Administration has said it plans to limit approval of seasonal shots to seniors and others at high risk, pending more studies of everyone else. 
Even if the U.S. approves vaccines only for certain groups, it still may be possible for others to get the shot depending on the outcome of upcoming advisory meetings, regulatory moves and decisions from insurers and employers. 

    
Will my insurance still pay?
Insurers base coverage decisions on the recommendations of that CDC panel, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices. It's not clear what role that panel now will play. Paying out of pocket could cost about $200.
But some insurers and employers may decide to still cover the shots regardless of the new recommendations, said Jen Kates, a senior vice president at the non-profit KFF, which studies health care issues. She noted that they may view the expense as worthwhile if it avoids a higher bill from someone hospitalized by the coronavirus.
What's considered increased risk?
The FDA published a list of health conditions it said would qualify, including asthma, cancer, diabetes, obesity and physical inactivity. The CDC has a more extensive list. 
But, again, it isn't yet known how this will play out. For example, it could be hard for people to prove they're qualified. If they're vaccinated at a drugstore, for instance, the pharmacist wouldn't normally know about underlying health problems or even ask. Kates said it's unclear whether Kennedy's move would affect whether doctors recommend the shot. 
And Sethi, the UW-Madison expert, said "this elephant in the room" is that blocking vaccination to the healthy may mean people who have a risk factor and simply don't know it will miss out.

    
Adding to the confusion, the FDA included pregnancy and recent pregnancy on the list of conditions that would qualify someone for a shot -- but Kennedy said that pregnancy was no longer a qualification in his announcement this week. 
COVID-19 complications during pregnancy can include preterm birth as well as serious illness in the mother, and the Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine said it "strongly reaffirms" its recommendation for vaccination during pregnancy.
___
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    COVID vaccines are no longer recommended for healthy children and pregnant women, Kennedy says




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A sign marks the entrance to the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, on Oct. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)]
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[image: Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., left, and Education Secretary Linda McMahon attend a Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) Commission Event in the East Room of the White House, Thursday, May 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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            By 
            MIKE STOBBE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. on Tuesday announced that COVID-19 vaccines are no longer recommended for healthy children and pregnant women -- a move immediately questioned by several public health experts.
In a 58-second video posted on the social media site X, Kennedy said he removed COVID-19 shots from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's recommendations for those groups. No one from the CDC was in the video, and CDC officials referred questions about the announcement to Kennedy and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
No other details were released, and HHS officials did not immediately respond to questions about how the decision was made. 

    
Some doctors and public health leaders called the move concerning and confusing.
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"There's no new data or information, just them flying by the seat of their pants," said Michael Osterholm, director of the University of Minnesota's Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy.
U.S. health officials, following recommendations by infectious disease experts, have been urging annual COVID-19 boosters for all Americans ages 6 months and older.



    
        




    




The idea of changing the recommendations is not completely out of the blue. As the COVID-19 pandemic has waned, experts have increasingly discussed the possibility of focusing vaccination efforts on people 65 and older -- who are among those most as risk for death and hospitalization.

    
    
    
A CDC advisory panel is set to meet in June to make recommendations about the fall shots. Among its options are suggesting shots for high-risk groups but still giving lower-risk people the choice to get vaccinated.
But Kennedy, a leading anti-vaccine advocate before becoming health secretary, decided not to wait for the scientific panel's review. He said that annual COVID-19 booster shots have been recommended for kids "despite the lack of any clinical data" to support that decision. 

    
Some physicians and public health leaders expressed concern that HHS officials disregarded a scientific review process that has been in place for decades, in which experts -- in public meetings -- review current medical evidence and hash out the pros and cons of policy changes.
"It's a dangerous precedent. If you can start doing that with this vaccine, you can start doing that with any vaccine you want -- including mumps-measles-rubella," said Osterholm, referring to another vaccine that Kennedy has voiced doubts about.
He and others said the announcement raises an array of questions, including whether health insurance companies will keep covering COVID-19 vaccinations and how hard it will be now for people who want the shots to get them.
"The reason we give vaccines to healthy people is to keep them safe," said Dr. Georges Benjamin, executive director of the American Public Health Association.
More than 1.2 million people have died in the U.S. from COVID-19, most of them elderly. But children haven't been spared: The coronavirus has been the underlying cause in more than 1,300 childhood deaths since the pandemic began, according to CDC data.

    
Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Dr. Marty Makary and Dr. Jay Bhattacharya, head of the National Institutes of Health, appeared in the video with Kennedy.
Earlier this year, during the nomination process, Kennedy gave assurances to wavering Republicans that he would not alter the federal vaccine schedule.
But since then, Kennedy and other Trump administration appointees have made big changes to the system for approval and use of vaccines.
They added restrictions to a recent vaccine approval. Last week, the FDA announced routine COVID-19 vaccine approvals will be limited to seniors and younger people with underlying medical risks, pending new research for healthy adults and children.
Among the confusion created by Tuesday's announcement, experts said, was the implication that the coronavirus isn't dangerous to pregnant women. 
During the height of the pandemic, deaths of women during pregnancy or shortly after childbirth soared to their highest level in 50 years. Indeed, pregnancy was on the list of health conditions that would qualify someone for a COVID-19 vaccination under FDA's new guidance "framework" announced last week.

    
Vaccination has been recommended for pregnant women, in part, because it's a way to pass immunity to newborns who are too young for vaccines and are vulnerable to infections. 
"To say that they are not at any risk is simply incorrect," said Dr. Sean O'Leary of the American Academy of Pediatrics.
Dr. Steven Fleischman, president of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, said: "The science has not changed. It is very clear that COVID infection during pregnancy can be catastrophic and lead to major disability, and it can cause devastating consequences for families."
___
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    Publix recalls baby food pouches after testing finds elevated levels of lead




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A Publix grocery store is seen, Aug. 9, 2023, in Neptune Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Mark Long, File)]
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            JONEL ALECCIA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        The supermarket chain Publix has recalled fruit and vegetable baby food sold in eight states because product testing found elevated levels of lead, according to federal health officials. 
Publix recalled 4-ounce Greenwise Pear, Kiwi, Spinach & Pea Baby Food pouches sold at more than 1,400 stores. 
The pouches were produced by Bowman Andros, a French company with a manufacturing plant in Mount Jackson, Virginia, according to the company's website. Publix issued the voluntary recall on May 9, but it wasn't added to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration recall list until late Thursday. 
The potential contamination was flagged by officials in North Carolina, the state that first identified a 2023 lead poisoning outbreak linked to tainted applesauce pouches that sickened more than 500 U.S. children. 
Routine sampling of the baby food pouches found lead levels at 13.4 parts per billion, according to North Carolina agriculture officials. That exceeds the FDA's recommended limit of 10 parts per billion for such products intended for babies and young children. 

    
Publix said all the potentially contaminated products have been removed from store shelves. No illnesses have been reported, the company said. Customers can return the pouches to local stores for full refund. 



    
        




    




This is the second baby food pouch recall because of potential lead contamination in two months. In March, Target recalled more than 25,000 packages of its store brand Good & Gather Baby Pea, Zucchini, Kale & Thyme Vegetable Puree because of elevated lead levels.

    
    
    
North Carolina collaborates with the FDA to conduct routine testing of food products, officials said. 
In 2023, state health officials investigated reports of lead poisoning in four children who consumed WanaBana apple cinnamon fruit puree. Those findings led to the detection of a nationwide outbreak linked to the pouches, which were widely sold in Dollar Tree and other stores. Tests showed they contained lead at levels 2,000 times higher than the FDA's maximum recommended level, as well as chromium. 

    
Federal health officials eventually identified 566 cases of confirmed, probable or suspected cases of lead poisoning tied to the pouches in 44 states. 
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's childhood lead poisoning program investigated the applesauce outbreak and coordinated state and federal response. However, the program was eliminated in April as part of federal funding cuts under the Trump administration. 
CDC officials didn't say whether or how the agency would respond to a similar outbreak now. A spokesperson said the agency is aware of the Publix baby food recall but hasn't been asked to assist with any investigation. 
There is no safe level of lead exposure, according to CDC. While the heavy metal is toxic to people of all ages, it can be especially harmful to children, causing damage to the brain and nervous system and slow growth and development. 
Heavy metals like lead can get into food products from soil, air, water or industrial processes, according to the American Academy of Pediatrics.
___
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    You should wear sunscreen even if you have darker skin. Here's why




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Cleveland Indians right fielder Melky Cabrera sprays sunscreen before a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Sunday, July 22, 2018, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Cleveland Indians right fielder Melky Cabrera sprays sunscreen before a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Sunday, July 22, 2018, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            ADITHI RAMAKRISHNAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- People with darker skin still need to wear sunscreen -- for more reasons than one.
Too much ultraviolet exposure from the sun can lead to sunburn, dark spots and wrinkles, and increased risk of skin cancer.
The melanin in darker skin offers some extra protection from the sun, but dermatologists say that isn't enough on its own.
"Everyone needs sunscreen. But the reasons that one might be reaching for sunscreen may differ depending on your skin tone," said Dr. Jenna Lester, who founded the Skin of Color Clinic at the University of California, San Francisco.
Do darker-skinned people need sunscreen?
White people are overall more likely to get skin cancer compared to Black and Hispanic people. But Black and Hispanic people are less likely to survive the most dangerous kind of skin cancer called melanoma, according to the American Cancer Society.
Black patients more commonly get melanoma on their hands and feet -- places that are more shielded from the sun. Still, sunscreen is an additional protective layer that helps prevent a host of other problems including sunburns, hyperpigmentation after acne, rosacea and dark patches on the face.
Dr. Oyetewa Asempa at Baylor College of Medicine often reminds her darker-skinned patients: "All of the problems that you're coming to see me for are caused or worsened by the sun."

    
    
    
How much sunscreen do people of color need?
To stay safe in the sun, it's important to grab sunscreen with a sun protection factor or SPF of at least 30 and reapply every two hours. People headed for the pool or beach should put on sunscreen beforehand, remembering to reapply liberally and after getting out of the water. 
Most people don't wear enough sunscreen when they apply, Lester said. Make sure to put two long fingers' worth on the face and a hefty blob for the body. 
Look for chemical-based sunscreens to avoid ashy white cast. Two key ingredients in mineral-based products -- zinc oxide and titanium oxide -- are the culprits for that pesky discoloration on dark skin.
Tinted sunscreens contain pigments that block visible light from the sun, offering additional protection against dark spots. And wearing a hat or sun-protective clothing with an ultraviolet protection factor or UPF grading can provide an extra safety boost.
Whatever the sun protection routine, it's important to keep it up, Lester said. Some UV rays can climb right through car and house windows to cause sun damage even when indoors, making it even more important to take care of the skin while the sun shines.
"It's about trying to make it a daily habit," she said. "Consistency over intensity."
___
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    What's that rash? Put some thought into asking Google for medical help




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A health-related query on Google is displayed on a computer screen in New York on Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]
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                                        Dr. Google is often on call for worried patients, but it may not give the best advice.
Doctors say internet searches for medical information should be done cautiously, especially with artificial intelligence playing a growing role.
Information from the right websites can teach patients about symptoms and prepare them for a doctor's visit. But a poorly done search might inflame anxiety well before someone reaches the waiting room. It's important to know the source of the information you find and to avoid trying to diagnose your health issue.
Here are questions to keep in mind if you seek medical help online.
What's your source?
When you do a search, don't automatically click the first link. It may not contain the best answers.
Some companies pay to have their websites listed at the top of a results page. Those links may be listed as sponsored.
Scroll for results that come from a source you can trust for medical information. That can include big health systems like the Mayo Clinic or sites run by government agencies like the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
"We've gotten so used to clicking on that first link," says John Grohol, a psychologist who specializes in online behavior. "For your health information, especially when it is personal, you want to think about it."

    
    
    
Should I use AI?
That depends on what it tells you.
More people are using artificial intelligence to get quick answers pulled from a variety of internet sources. Some searches also will generate an AI summary at the top of the results page.
But an AI answer may not say where it got the information. That makes it hard to judge credibility.
AI also can be prone to " hallucinations," an industry term for issues that cause the technology to make stuff up. Be especially wary of this if no source is cited.
What should I ask?
How you phrase a question plays a big role in the results you see. Doctors say patients should search for information based on symptoms, not an expected diagnosis.
"You've got to ask at the very beginning the right questions," said Dr. Eric Boose of the Cleveland Clinic.
That means asking, "What could cause a lump to form under my skin?" instead of "Is the lump under my skin cancer?"
Focusing on a diagnosis means you may miss other explanations, especially if you just click the first few links listed in the results.
For some issues, you should skip the search altogether. If you are having chest pains, experiencing dizziness of showing signs of a stroke, seek help immediately.
"You don't want to delay something that should be treated within a certain amount of time," said Dr. Olivier Gherardi, medical director of Brown University Health Urgent Care.
Can the internet diagnose a problem?
No. Leave that to the real doctors who are trained to ask questions that lead to a diagnosis.
Blood in your urine could mean cancer. It also might be caused by kidney stones or an infection.
Unexplained weight loss also could be a sign of cancer. Or it could reflect an overactive thyroid or a new job that causes you to move around more.
Some testing and a visit with a doctor who knows your medical history may be the best medicine in these situations. 
"There are a lot of symptoms that overlap between minor conditions and major medical problems," said Dr. Sarah Sams, a board member with the American Academy of Family Physicians.
____

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    U.S. News

    Crypto crime spills over from behind the screen to real-life violence




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: An advertisement for the cryptocurrency, Bitcoin, is displayed on a building in Hong Kong on Nov. 18, 2021. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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                                        HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) -- A man says he was tortured for weeks in a New York townhouse. Another in Paris was held for ransom and his finger cut off. A couple in Connecticut were carjacked, beaten and thrown into a van.
All, authorities allege, were victims tied to cryptocurrency-related crimes that have spilled out from behind computer screens and into the real world as the largely unregulated currency surges in value.
While crypto thefts are not new, the use of physical violence is a far more recent trend, said John Griffin, a finance professor at the University of Texas in Austin who tracks financial crimes.
"I think this kind of physical violence is a natural manifestation of the emboldened nature of crypto activities," he said. "Things that might clearly be outside of social norms in other spaces -- like robbing a bank -- are somehow just part of the game here."



    
        




    




Kidnapping, burglary and torture allegations
In the New York case, two American crypto investors -- John Woeltz and William Duplessie -- have been arrested on kidnapping and assault charges in recent days after a 28-year-old Italian man told police they tortured him for weeks to get his Bitcoin password. Attorneys for both men declined to comment. 
While the allegations are still emerging, they come just weeks after 13 people were indicted on federal charges in Washington, D.C., accused of combining computer hacking and money laundering with old-fashioned impersonation and burglary to steal more than $260 million from victims' cryptocurrency accounts.

    
    
    
Some are accused of hacking websites and servers to steal cryptocurrency databases and identify targets, but others are alleged to have broken into victims' homes to steal their "hardware wallets" -- devices that provide access to their crypto accounts.
The case stemmed from an investigation that started after a couple in Connecticut last year were forced out of a Lamborghini SUV, assaulted and bound in the back of a van. Authorities allege the incident was a ransom plot targeting the couple's son -- who they say helped steal more than $240 million worth of Bitcoin from a single victim. The son has not been charged, but is being detained on an unspecified "federal misdemeanor offense" charge, according to online jail records. Police stopped the carjacking and arrested six men.

    
Meanwhile in France, kidnappings of wealthy cryptocurrency holders and their relatives in ransom plots have spooked the industry. 
Attackers recently kidnapped the father of a crypto entrepreneur while he was out walking his dog, and sent videos to the son including one showing the dad's finger being severed as they demanded millions of euros in ransom, prosecutors allege. Police freed the father and arrested several suspects.
Earlier this year, men in masks attempted to drag the daughter of Pierre Noizat, the CEO and a founder of the Bitcoin exchange platform Paymium, into a van, but were thwarted by a shopkeeper armed with a fire extinguisher. 
And in January, the co-founder of French crypto-wallet firm Ledger, David Balland, and his wife were also kidnapped for ransom from their home in the region of Cher of central France. They also were rescued by police and 10 people were arrested.

    
Cryptocurrency crime likely fueled by big money, little regulation
The FBI recently released its 2024 internet crime report that tallied nearly 860,000 complaints of suspected internet crime and a record $16.6 billion in reported losses -- a 33% increase in losses compared with 2023.
As a group, cryptocurrency theft victims reported the most losses -- more than $6.5 billion
The agency and experts say the crypto crime underworld is likely being fueled by the large amounts of money at stake - combined with weak regulation of cryptocurrency that allows many transactions to be made without identity documents.
Violence may be increasing for several reasons including that criminals believe they can get away with crypto theft because transactions are hard to trace and often cloaked by anonymity, according to the crypto tracing firm TRM Labs. And crypto holders are getting easier to identify because of the prevalence of personal information online and people flaunting their crypto wealth on social media, the firm says.

    
Phil Ariss, TRM Labs' director of UK public sector relations, said crypto also may be attracting criminal groups that have long used violence.

"As long as there's a viable route to launder or liquidate stolen assets, it makes little difference to the offender whether the target is a high-value watch or a crypto wallet," Ariss said in a statement. "Cryptocurrency is now firmly in the mainstream, and as a result, our traditional understanding of physical threat and robbery needs to evolve accordingly."
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                    Business

    Nvidia overcomes tariff-driven turbulence to deliver Q1 results that eclipsed projections




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: People take a look to Nvidia''s new products during the Computex 2025 exhibition in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, May 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying, File)]
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[image: A member of staff takes a photo to Nvidia Quantum-X Photonics Q3450 CPO Switch System during the Computex 2025 exhibition in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, May 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Artificial intelligence technology bellwether Nvidia overcame a wave of tariff-driven turbulence to deliver another quarter of robust growth amid feverish demand for its high-powered chips that are making computers seem more human.
The results announced Wednesday for the February-April period came against the backdrop of President Donald Trump's on-again, off-again trade war that has whipsawed Nvidia and other Big Tech companies riding AI mania to propel their revenue and stock prices upward.
But Trump's tariffs -- many of which have been reduced or temporarily suspended - hammered the market values of Nvidia and other tech powerhouses heading into the springtime earnings season as investors fretted about the trade turmoil dimming the industry's prospects.
Those worries have eased during the past six weeks as most Big Tech companies lived up to or exceeded the analyst projections that steer investors, capped by Nvidia's report for its fiscal first quarter.

    
Nvidia earned $18.8 billion, or 76 cents per share, for the period, a 26% increase from the same time last year. Revenue surged 69% from a year ago to $44.1 billion. If not for a $4.5 billion charge that Nvidia absorbed to account for the U.S. government's restrictions on its chip sales to China, Nvidia would have made 96 cents per share, far above the 73 cents per share envisioned by analysts.



    
        




    




In another positive sign, Nvidia predicted its revenue for the May-July period would be about $45 billion, roughly the level that investors had been anticipating. The forecast includes an estimated $8 billion loss in sales to China due to the export controls during its fiscal second quarter, after the restrictions cost it about $2.5 billion in revenue during the first quarter.

    
    Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


In a conference call with analysts, Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang lamented that the U.S. government had effectively blocked off AI chip sales to China -- a market that he estimated at $50 billion. Huang warned the export controls have spurred China to build more of its own chips in a shift that he predicted the U.S. will eventually regret.

    
    
    
"The U.S. based its policy on the assumption that China cannot make AI chips. That assumption was always questionable, and now it's clearly wrong," Huang said. 

    
Despite Nvidia's lost opportunities in China, investors were heartened by the company's first-quarter performance. Nvidia's shares gained more than 4% in extended trading after the numbers came out. Nvidia's stock price ended Wednesday's regular trading session at $134.81, just slightly below where it stood before Trump's Jan. 20 inauguration. The price had plunged to as low as $86.62 last month during a nosedive that temporarily erased $1.2 trillion in shareholder wealth.
The outlook began brightening for Nvidia last month after AI leaders such as Microsoft, Alphabet and Meta Platforms reaffirmed their plans to invest heavily in AI. That spending has been a boon for Nvidia because its chipsets provide the technology's brainpower, an advantage that has helped the company's annual revenue from $27 billion to $130 billion in just two years.

    
Wedbush Securities analyst Dan Ives estimates Big Tech companies will spend about $325 billion on long-term investments primarily revolving around AI this year, with a substantial chunk of that money budgeted for Nvidia's chips "There is one chip in the world fueling the AI revolution and it's Nvidia. That narrative is clear from these results," Ives wrote in a research note.
Trump's trade war has been raising doubts about Nvidia's ability to maintain its astounding momentum by threatening to close off other key markets besides China.
In apparent attempt to curry favor with the president, Huang last month announced Nvidia will help boost U.S. manufacturing by building some of its AI chips and supercomputers in plants located in Arizona and Texas. Huang also accompanied Trump on a trip to Saudi Arabia earlier this month, signaling Nvidia's ambitions to sell more of its AI chips in the Middle East as that region attempts to lessen its economy dependence on oil.

    
Trump also extended a helping hand to Nvidia of by rescinding the scheduled start export controls that had been drawn up under President Joe Biden's administration that would have broadened the restrictions on chips sales in foreign markets beyond the limits already in place on deals with China and Russia.

"The U.S. will always be Nvidia's largest market and home to the largest installed base of our infrastructure," Huang said. "Every nation now sees AI as core to the next industrial revolution."
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                    Race and Ethnicity

    Cambodian American chefs are finding success and raising their culture's profile. On their terms
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            Mawn - the Khmer word for "chicken" - is more than a noodle shop. It means representation. Chef Phila Lorn will be representing his dual cultures -- Cambodian and Philly -- in June at his first James Beard Awards as a nominee for Best Emerging Chef. (AP Video: Tassanee Vejpongsa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chef Phila Lorn speaks during an interview at his restaurant, Mawn, in Philadelphia, Thursday, May 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Chef Phila Lorn walks through his restaurant, Mawn, after opening for the day in Philadelphia, Thursday, May 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Chef Phila Lorn holds a bowl of the The Mawn Noodle soup at his restaurant, Mawn, in Philadelphia, Thursday, May 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Chef Phila Lorn and Rachel Lorn work in their restaurant, Mawn, in Philadelphia, Thursday, May 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Customers wait in line for the Mawn restaurant to open for lunch in Philadelphia, Thursday, May 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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                                        Chef Phila Lorn was not necessarily aiming for "quote-unquote authentic" Cambodian food when he opened Mawn in his native Philadelphia two years ago. So when he approached some Cambodian teen patrons, he braced himself for questioning.
"Someone's going to say something like, 'That's not how my mom makes her oxtail soup,'" Lorn said. "So I walk up to the table. I'm like, 'How is everything?' And the kid looks up to me and he goes, 'It doesn't even matter, dude. So glad you're here.'"
It was at that moment that Lorn realized Mawn -- the phonetic spelling of the Khmer word for "chicken" -- was more than a noodle shop. It meant representation.
In June, he will be representing his dual cultures -- Cambodian and Philly -- at his first James Beard Awards, as a nominee for Best Emerging Chef. In the food world, it's akin to getting nominated for the Academy Awards. 

    
Cambodian restaurants may not be as commonplace in the U.S. as Chinese takeout or sushi spots. And Cambodian food is often lazily lumped in with the food of its Southeast Asian neighbors, despite its own distinctness. But in recent years, enterprising Cambodian American chefs have come into their own, introducing traditional dishes or putting their own twist on them.


Many of them were raised in families who fled the Khmer Rouge's reign of terror, which began 50 years ago and killed about 1.7 million people. Since then, the Cambodian community in the U.S. has grown and set down roots. 

    
    Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Through food, these chefs are putting the attention back on Cambodian heritage and culture, rather than that traumatic history.

    
    
    
Dr. Leakhena Nou, a sociology professor at California State University, Long Beach who has studied social anxiety among post-Khmer Rouge generations, says the Cambodian diaspora is often seen by others too narrowly through the lens of victimhood. In 2022, she publicly opposed California legislation that focused only on genocide for a K-12 curriculum on Cambodian culture. 
"It's a part of their history so they shouldn't run away from it but at the same time they should force others to understand that that's not the only part of their heritage, their historical identity," she said.

    
What is Cambodian cuisine?
Cambodian food has sometimes been hastily labeled as a mild mix of Thai and Vietnamese with some Chinese and Indian influence. But, it has its own native spices and flavors that have been used throughout Southeast Asia. Khmer food emphasizes seafood and meats, vegetables, noodles, rice and fermentation. Salty and sour are prevalent tastes, Nou says.
"It's actually a very healthy diet for the most part in terms of fresh vegetables. Cambodians love to eat fresh vegetables dipped with some sauce," Nou said. 
Signature dishes include amok, a fish curry; lok lak, stir-fried marinated beef; and samlar koko, a soup made using seasonal produce. Nou recalls her father making it with pork bone broth, fish, fresh coconut milk, lemongrass, vegetables and even wildflowers.

    
Cambodian migration to the U.S.
It was a half-century ago, on April 15, 1975, that the communist Khmer Rouge took over Cambodia. For the next four years, an estimated one-quarter of the population was wiped out due to starvation, execution and illness. 
Refugees came in waves to the U.S. in the 1970s and 1980s. Most took on low-level entry jobs with few language barriers, Nou said. These included manufacturing, meatpacking and agricultural labor. Many worked in Chinese restaurants and doughnut shops.
The U.S. Cambodian population has jumped 50% in the last 20 years to an estimated 360,000 people, according to the Census 2023 American Community Survey. 

    
Cooking Cambodian American
Lorn's family settled in Philadelphia in 1985. The only child born in the U.S., he was named after the city (but pronounced pee-LAH'). Like a lot of Asian American kids, Lorn was "the smelly kid" teased for not-American food in his lunch. But, he said, defending his lunchbox made him stronger. And he got the last laugh.
"It's cool now to be 38 and have that same lunchbox (food) but on plates and we're selling it for $50 a plate," said Lorn, who opened Mawn with wife Rachel after they both had worked at other restaurants.
Indeed, besides popular noodle soups, Mawn has plates like the $60 steak and prohok, a 20-ounce ribeye with Cambodian chimichurri. Prohok is Cambodian fermented fish paste. Lorn's version has lime juice, kulantro, Thai eggplants and roasted mudfish.
It sounds unappetizing, Lorn admits, "but everyone who takes a piece of rare steak, dips and eats it is just like, 'OK, so let me know more about this food.'" 
May, which is Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month and when Cambodia conducts a Day of Remembrance, is also when Long Beach has Cambodian Restaurant Week. The city is home to the largest concentration of Cambodians outside of Cambodia. 
Chad Phuong, operator of Battambong BBQ pop-up, was a participant.
Phuong came to Long Beach as a child after fleeing the Khmer Rouge, which murdered his father. After high school, he worked at a Texas slaughterhouse and learned about cutting meats and barbecue. In 2020, he pivoted from working in the medical field to grilling.

    
Known as "Cambodian Cowboy," he has been profiled locally and nationally for brisket, ribs and other meats using a dry rub with Cambodian Kampot pepper, "one of the most expensive black peppers in the world." There's also sausage with fermented rice and sides like coconut corn. 
The pitmaster recently started mentoring younger vendors. Contributing to the community feels like building a legacy.
"It just gives me a lot of courage to present my food," Phuong said. "We don't need to talk about the past or the trauma. Yes, it happened, but we're moving on. We want something better."

More Cambodian-run establishments have flourished. In 2023, Lowell, Massachusetts, mayor Sokhary Chau, the country's first Cambodian American mayor, awarded a citation to Red Rose restaurant for being a Beard semifinalist. This year, Koffeteria bakery in Houston, Sophon restaurant in Seattle and chef Nite Yun of San Francisco's Lunette Cambodia earned semifinalist nods.
Lorn, an admirer of San Francisco's Yun, says he still feels imposter syndrome.
"I feel like I'm more Ray Liotta than Nite Yun," said Lorn. "Whether we win or not, to me, honestly, I won already."
Meanwhile, he is preparing to open a Southeast Asian oyster bar called Sao. It's not intended to be Cambodian, just a reflection of him.
"I don't want to be pigeonholed," Lorn said. "And it's not me turning from my people. It's just me keeping it real for my people."
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                    Religion

    Takeaways from AP's report on why pre-Civil War hymnal 'The Sacred Harp' is getting an update




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Isaac Green, 34, flips through his personal copy of "The Sacred Harp," a shape-note hymnal linked to a more than 180-year-old American folk singing tradition, at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. The 1991 edition has undergone a multi-year revision process conducted by a nine-member committee and will be released by the Sacred Harp Publishing Company in September. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Isaac Green, 34, flips through his personal copy of "The Sacred Harp," a shape-note hymnal linked to a more than 180-year-old American folk singing tradition, at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. The 1991 edition has undergone a multi-year revision process conducted by a nine-member committee and will be released by the Sacred Harp Publishing Company in September. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Matt Hinton, a shape-note singer, leads a song at a Sacred Harp singing event held at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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[image: Isaac Green, 34, sings in the tenor section during a Sacred Harp singing event at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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[image: Sheri Taylor, left, sits with her daughter, Laura Wood, and granddaughter, Riley McKibbin, 11, while singing from "The Sacred Harp" in the tenor section at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            Sheri Taylor, left, sits with her daughter, Laura Wood, and granddaughter, Riley McKibbin, 11, while singing from "The Sacred Harp" in the tenor section at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: David Ivey, a longtime singer and chair of the Sacred Harp Publishing Company's revision and music committee, looks through "The Sacred Harp," shape-note songbook at the Sacred Harp Publishing Company and Museum in Carrollton, Ga., on Friday, March 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            David Ivey, a longtime singer and chair of the Sacred Harp Publishing Company's revision and music committee, looks through "The Sacred Harp," shape-note songbook at the Sacred Harp Publishing Company and Museum in Carrollton, Ga., on Friday, March 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            HOLLY MEYER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BREMEN, Ga. (AP) -- "The Sacred Harp" is a pre-Civil War compilation of sacred songs that uses music notes shaped like triangles, ovals, squares and diamonds, and it is getting an update. 
Sung in four-part harmony, "The Sacred Harp" is central to its more than 180-year-old American folk a cappella singing tradition that is as much about the community as it is the music. It's no accident "The Sacred Harp" is still in use today, and a new edition -- the first in 34 years -- is on its way.
Since the beginning, groups of Sacred Harp singers have periodically worked together to revise it, preserving its history and breathing new life into it. It's a renewal, not a reprint, said David Ivey, a lifelong singer and chair of the Sacred Harp Publishing Company's revision and music committee.
"That's credited for keeping our book vibrant and alive," said Ivey.



    
        




    




Why is the revision such a big deal to Sacred Harp singers?
First published in 1844 by West Georgia compilers Benjamin F. White and Elisha J. King, revisions of the shape-note hymnal make space for songs by living composers, said Jesse P. Karlsberg, a committee member and expert on the tradition.
The nine-member revision committee feels tremendous responsibility, said Ivey, who also worked on the most recent 1991 edition. 
Sacred Harp singers are not historical reenactors, he said. Singing is a family tradition for many, and it's also a spiritual experience for some. Though many are Christian, Sacred Harp singers include people of other faiths and no faith, including LGBTQ+ community members who found church uncomfortable but miss congregational singing.

    
    
    
Singers use their hymnals week after week. Some treat them like scrapbooks or family Bibles, tucking mementos between pages, taking notes in the margins and passing them down. Memories and emotions get attached to specific songs, and favorites in life can become memorials in death. 
"The book is precious to people," said Ivey, on a March afternoon surrounded by songbooks and related materials at the nonprofit publishing company's museum in Carrollton, Georgia. 

    
The upcoming edition is years in the making. The revision, authorized by the publishing company's board of directors in October 2018, was delayed by the COVID-19 pandemic. It now will be released in September at the annual convention of the United Sacred Harp Musical Association in Atlanta. 
Ivey hopes singers fall in love with it, though he knows there is nervousness in the Sacred Harp community. For now, many of the changes are under wraps.
The committee is being methodical and making decisions through consensus, Ivey said. Though most will remain, some old songs will be cut and new ones added. They invited singer input, holding community meetings and singing events to help evaluate the more than 1,100 new songs submitted for consideration. 
Fa, sol, la, mi and other peculiarities of shape-note singing
Sacred Harp singing events are not performances. "The Sacred Harp" is meant to be sung by everyone -- loudly. 
Anyone can lead a song of their choosing from the hymnal's 554 options, but a song can only be sung once per event with few exceptions. Also called fa-sol-la singing, the group sight-reads the songs using the book's unique musical notation, sounding first its shape notes -- fa, sol, la and mi -- and then its lyrics. 

    
"The whole idea is to make singing accessible to anyone," said Karlsberg. "For many of us, it's a moving and spiritual experience. It's also a chance to see our dear friends." 
"The Sacred Harp" is sung in a hollow square formation. Singers organize into four voice parts: treble, alto, tenor and bass. Each group takes a side, facing an opening in the center where a rotating song leader guides the group and keeps time as dozens of voices come from all sides. 
The shape-note tradition emerged from New England's 18th century singing school movement that aimed to improve Protestant church music and expanded into a social activity. Over time, "The Sacred Harp" became synonymous with this choral tradition.
"The Sacred Harp" was designed to be neither denominational nor doctrinal, Karlsberg said. Many of its lyrics were composed by Christian reformers from England, such as Isaac Watts and Charles Wesley, he said. It was rarely used during church services. 

    
Instead, the hymnal was part of the social fabric of the rural South, though racially segregated, Karlsberg said. Before emancipation, enslaved singers were part of white-run Sacred Harp events; post-Reconstruction, Black singers founded their own conventions, he said. "The Sacred Harp" eventually expanded to cities and beyond the South, including other countries. 
___
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    Who are the Sacred Harp singers using a more than 180-year-old hymnal today




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Rodney Ivey keeps time while singing from the tenor section at a Sacred Harp singing event at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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[image: Isaac Green, 34, poses for a portrait with his copy of "The Sacred Harp" near a natural spring at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 32, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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[image: Bridge Hill Kennedy, poses for a portrait with his copy of "The Sacred Harp" songbook opened to the favorite song of his late nephew, at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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[image: Reba Dell Windom, a longtime Sacred Harp singer poses for a portrait with her worn 1991 edition at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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[image: Riley McKibbin, 11, poses for a portrait with her copy of "The Sacred Harp" at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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[image: Oscar McGuire poses for a portrait with his copy of "The Sacred Harp" songbook at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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[image: Nathan Rees, a committee member and Sacred Harp museum curator, poses for a portrait outside of The Sacred Harp Publishing Company and Museum in Carrolton, Ga., on Friday, March 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            HOLLY MEYER and JESSIE WARDARSKI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BREMEN, Ga. (AP) -- "The Sacred Harp" hymnal is beloved by those who sing from it, carrying on the Christian songbook's more than 180-year-old legacy.
They are young and old -- and all ages in between. Some have been singing from the hymnal all their lives, just as their parents and grandparents had done before them. Others became immersed in the shape-note singing tradition as adults and found fellowship as well as music. 
As the Sacred Harp community awaits the latest edition of their songbook, here's a look at who these singers are and why this a cappella group practice is important to them.
The sacredness of 'The Sacred Harp' for many singers

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Isaac Green, 34, poses for a portrait with his copy of "The Sacred Harp" near a natural spring at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 32, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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For Isaac Green, Sacred Harp singing is not a hobby -- it's spiritual.

    
"Sacred Harp singing is my church," said Green. "I get much more out of listening and thinking about the words I'm singing than I do anybody preaching to me."
Green grew up in Knoxville, Tennessee, singing out of a different shape-note hymnal. He discovered "The Sacred Harp" much later, while living in Alpharetta, Georgia.
"There are definitely some people that have very different beliefs than me, have very different upbringings, have very different day-to-day lives, but when we come together and sing ... that can be our one thing that we are in unison over," he said.

    
    
    
Finding singing in the 'backwoods of Alabama'

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bridge Hill Kennedy, poses for a portrait with his copy of "The Sacred Harp" songbook opened to the favorite song of his late nephew, at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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More than 20 years ago, Bridge Hill Kennedy was burned out by music ministry when he joined his sister-in-law at a Sacred Harp singing event. Unfamiliar with the tradition, they looked up YouTube videos beforehand.



    
        




    




"We went into the backwoods of Alabama, and there it was, some of the most beautiful music that I've ever heard," he said. 
Today, it feeds his soul and boosts his mood.
"This community means the world to me," Kennedy said. "I've met people that I never would have met ... and that has given me a greater opportunity to love, even difficult people -- opportunities that I would not have had otherwise and I'm grateful for that."
An inherited family tradition

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Reba Dell Windom, a longtime Sacred Harp singer poses for a portrait with her worn 1991 edition at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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Sacred Harp singing is a family tradition for Reba Dell Windom. Growing up, it's how she spent her weekends.

    
"I don't remember learning to sing. I just thought, well, I could always sing," said Windom, who has stuck with it throughout her lifetime, loving the fellowship and the practice. She views "The Sacred Harp" hymnal as a special book deserving of respect, like the Bible.
Windom has her grandfather's and her dad's old songbooks. Singing makes her feel close to them, especially when she leads a group of singers through a hymn they used to lead at singing events.
"I like to lead them, and sometimes it makes me cry, but it's just memories," she said. "There's quite a few that would be considered my favorite."
A young girl's songbook

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Riley McKibbin, 11, poses for a portrait with her copy of "The Sacred Harp" at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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Eleven-year-old Riley McKibbin received her copy of "The Sacred Harp" from her family with its long line of Sacred Harp singers. 

    
At the front of her songbook, a handwritten note dated Aug. 6, 2017, reminds her of that. 
Riley, who likes how "everybody comes together and they can just sing Godly songs for God," has attended Sacred Harp singing events since she was a baby. For a few years now, she's served as a song leader, taking her turn guiding the group and keeping time. 
Riley's mother, Lisa Webb, said her daughter has always loved to sing, and it was important to have her share in the family tradition. 
Songs remind singer of special people in his life

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oscar McGuire poses for a portrait with his copy of "The Sacred Harp" songbook at Holly Springs Primitive Baptist Church in Bremen, Ga., on Saturday, March 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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Specific hymns in "The Sacred Harp" remind Oscar McGuire of singers in his life, including those no longer living. He'll often lead those songs at singing events.
"I'll get hung up on two or three songs and lead the same songs every Sunday," he said. "I'll sing them kind of in their memory."
There's No. 485 "New Agatite" and No. 573 "Harpeth Valley" that remind him of the late Hugh McGraw, an influential Sacred Harp singer, and several that make him think of the late Charlene Wallace, another stalwart singer. No. 515 "Joyful" is his wife's favorite.
"I get a message out of the songs. Most all of them come from verses in the Bible," he said. "I would rather go and sing all day, rather than going to church and listening to a preacher for 30 minutes."
Reluctant singer now immersed in the tradition

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nathan Rees, a committee member and Sacred Harp museum curator, poses for a portrait outside of The Sacred Harp Publishing Company and Museum in Carrolton, Ga., on Friday, March 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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Today, Nathan Rees is immersed in the Sacred Harp community. Not only is he a singer, he also is the curator of the Sacred Harp museum in Carrollton, Georgia, and a member of the revision committee working on the upcoming 2025 edition.

    
But Rees didn't start out so enthusiastic; he was skeptical when his parents introduced him to it while he was in Utah during college.
"They had to talk me into going to this weird thing they were doing and loving with strange adult friends of theirs that I had never met and had zero interest in whatsoever," said Rees, who remembers well that first singing he attended.
"I just got into it and loved it."
___
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    Tribunal argentino declara nulo el juicio por la muerte de Diego Maradona y resuelve nuevo proceso




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Una fanatica de la leyenda del futbol Diego Maradona sostiene su imagen en las afueras de la corte donde los integrantes del equipo medico que trataron al exfutbolista son juzgados por homicidio en San Isidro, en las afueras de Buenos Aires, Argentina, martes 11 marzo, 2025. (AP Foto/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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            Una fanatica de la leyenda del futbol Diego Maradona sostiene su imagen en las afueras de la corte donde los integrantes del equipo medico que trataron al exfutbolista son juzgados por homicidio en San Isidro, en las afueras de Buenos Aires, Argentina, martes 11 marzo, 2025. (AP Foto/Natacha Pisarenko)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: La jueza Julieta Makintach se presenta al tribunal para una audiencia del juicio contra el cuerpo medico acusado de negligencia en la muerte de Diego Maradona, el martes 27 de mayo de 2025, en las afueras de Buenos Aires. (AP Foto/Gustavo Garello)]
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            La jueza Julieta Makintach se presenta al tribunal para una audiencia del juicio contra el cuerpo medico acusado de negligencia en la muerte de Diego Maradona, el martes 27 de mayo de 2025, en las afueras de Buenos Aires. (AP Foto/Gustavo Garello)
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                                        BUENOS AIRES (AP) -- Un tribunal argentino declaro el jueves la nulidad del juicio que intentaba determinar las circunstancias del fallecimiento de Diego Maradona en 2020 y que tenia a siete profesionales de la salud acusados de haber descuidado la salud del idolo futbolistico. 
El tribunal dispuso la realizacion de un nuevo proceso judicial a cargo de una corte que este integrada por otros magistrados.
La anulacion se precipito cuando trascendio que una jueza del tribunal que llevaba adelante el debate desde hace mas de dos meses participo en un documental no autorizado sobre el proceso.
En un hecho sin precedentes, la jueza Julieta Makintach fue apartada el martes del tribunal de San Isidro, en las afueras de Buenos Aires, a cargo del juicio que habia generado una gran expectacion a nivel mundial. 
Maximiliano Savarino y Veronica Di Tommaso, sus colegas en el tribunal, dieron a conocer la decision de anular el proceso en una audiencia realizada el jueves en la que estaban presentes los familiares de Maradona y los acusados. 

    
Los magistrados dijeron que no corresponde hacer lugar a que el proceso siga con ellos en la corte y que se sume un juez sustituto de Makintach. Entendieron que "se debe sortear otro tribunal" y garantizar que los acusados sean juzgados en un plazo razonable.



    
        




    




Se espera que una instancia judicial superior de la provincia de Buenos Aires lleve a cabo el sorteo para la conformacion de un nuevo tribunal.

    
    
    
Savarino senalo ademas que la jueza Makintach "no intervino de forma imparcial" y que "su conducta provoco un perjuicio para las partes acusadoras como para las defensas".
Maradona murio el 25 de noviembre de 2020 a los 60 anos, durante una internacion domiciliaria en una casa alquilada en las afueras de la capital. Ahi, buscaba recuperarse de una cirugia a la que se habia sometido dos semanas antes en una clinica privada para remover un hematoma subdural en su cabeza.

La fiscalia considera que, durante la internacion en la vivienda, los siete profesionales acusados no cuidaron adecuadamente de la salud del capitan de la seleccion argentina que conquisto el Mundial de 1986.
___
Deportes en espanol AP: https://apnews.com/hub/deportes
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    La injerencia politica asoma en elecciones judiciales de Mexico por el desconocimiento de candidatos




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Una seguidora de Lenia Batres, candidata a ministra de la Suprema Corte en las elecciones judiciales de Mexico, muestra un folleto explicativo sobre la votacion, en un acto de cierre de campana en Ciudad de Mexico, el miercoles 28 de mayo de 2025. (AP Foto/Fernando Llano)]
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            Una seguidora de Lenia Batres, candidata a ministra de la Suprema Corte en las elecciones judiciales de Mexico, muestra un folleto explicativo sobre la votacion, en un acto de cierre de campana en Ciudad de Mexico, el miercoles 28 de mayo de 2025. (AP Foto/Fernando Llano)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Seguidores de Lenia Batres, que se presenta a las elecciones judiciales para la Suprema Corte, la animan en un acto de cierre de campana en Ciudad de Mexico, el miercoles 28 de mayo de 2025. (AP Foto/Fernando Llano)]
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    Read our coverage in English.


    


CIUDAD DE MEXICO (AP) -- Los mexicanos elegiran el domingo por primera vez a sus jueces entre cientos de candidatos que apenas conocen. En teoria, ningun partido debia promocionarlos, pero la campana de las controvertidas elecciones judiciales ha dejado hasta hoy muestras de lo contrario. 
El Instituto Nacional Electoral (INE), encargado de la convocatoria, fijo una serie de normas y restricciones para la campana --que concluyo el miercoles-- en un intento de garantizar que haya equidad e imparcialidad en los 881 jueces que saldran de las urnas el 1 de junio.
Por ejemplo, los aspirantes a jueces no podian recibir apoyo o financiamiento de organizaciones politicas, tampoco contratar espacios de promocion en los medios. Solo se les permitio imprimir volantes y realizar pequenas concentraciones, asi como campanas a traves de las redes sociales con sus propios recursos con unos topes --de unos 11.000 dolares hasta 70.000 dolares-- dependiendo del cargo al que aspiran. 

    
Pese a los esfuerzos del INE, analistas consultados por The Associated Press coincidieron en que el proceso quedo marcado desde su origen por la politica, ya que las propias elecciones judiciales son fruto de una reforma muy controvertida que impulso el oficialismo y sus aliados cuando Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador aun era presidente.



    
        




    




Fue fuertemente cuestionada como una via que podria politizar la justicia, pese a que el gobierno la defendio precisamente como una forma de combatir la corrupcion judicial. Lopez Obrador fue un abierto critico del ente electoral y, durante su mandato, redujo el presupuesto del INE.

    
    
    
La reforma al sistema de eleccion de jueces fue, por tanto, una herencia para la presidenta Claudia Sheinbaum para quien la votacion del domingo sera ahora determinante a la hora de medir su poder de convocatoria. Si bien los partidos politicos no pueden promover a ningun candidato, desde el gobierno se ha insistido a sus seguidores a participar en la votacion. 
"Sera un indicador para ver que tanto control y tanta fuerza tiene la presidenta en el interior del partido y tambien que tanto peso e influencia tienen en los estados", apunto el politologo y consultor politico Javier Rosiles Salas.

    
Perfiles cercanos al oficialismo
Los aspirantes a jueces que llegan avalados por el oficialismo --que salieron de un proceso de preseleccion -- representan mas del doble que los respaldados por sus criticos, esto es, por el mismo entorno judicial. Las candidaturas se definieron a traves de tres comites, uno del Poder Judicial, otro del Ejecutivo y un tercero del Legislativo.
Los listados de los dos ultimos comites estuvieron integrados por personas afines al partido gobernante Morena que dominaron la seleccion de la mayoria de los aspirantes, afirmo el profesor de Ciencias Politicas y Derecho del Instituto Tecnologico Autonomo de Mexico, el doctor Julio Rios Figueroa.
Eso llevo a que entre los perfiles que iran en las papeletas figuren jueces y abogados que han mostrado cercania con anterioridad al partido de gobierno Morena, como Maria Estela Rios, que fue consejera juridica del ex Presidente Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador; o Paulina Garcia Villegas, hija de la diputada oficialista Olga Sanchez Cordero asi como exlegislador local de Morena Eduardo Santillan Perez. Los tres aspiran a ministros de la Suprema Corte.

    
Sospechas de una campana politizada por los partidos
Pero mas alla de la influencia inicial en la seleccion de candidatos, durante la campana electoral tambien hubo intervencion de algunos partidos como Morena o los opositores Accion Nacional y Movimiento Ciudadano que, segun Rosiles Salas, operaron de "manera soterrada" para promover la votacion de algunos aspirantes bajo la excusa de explicar a los mexicanos como ejercer el voto.
Camuflados como instructivos, en las ultimas semanas han aparecido en barrios y en el metro de la capital los llamados "acordeones", una suerte de folleto plegable que contiene informacion sobre como votar o cual es el numero de candidatos a elegir para cada cargo, pero que dependiendo del caso contiene, ademas, varios nombres de aspirantes: en unos aparecen listados de personas cercanas al oficialismo y en otros, nombres conocidos entre la oposicion.

    
Asimismo, en paredes se han visto afiches con nombres de 14 candidatos cercanos al gobierno de Sheinbaum y del anterior de Lopez Obrador que compiten para la Suprema Corte, los tribunales electorales o para el de disciplina judicial, indico a la AP el abogado Carlos Avila.
En ellos, llama a votar en "beneficio del pueblo" por algunos perfiles como la actual ministra del alto tribunal Lenia Batres, a la que en el mismo afiche identifican como "cercana a las luchas sociales y con fuerte compromiso con los intereses de la nacion", asi como a la exconsultora juridica Maria Estela Rios, que esta "ligada a luchas obreras desde los anos 70. Asesora de sindicatos, movimientos laborales y de AMLO".

    
Sin sanciones de la autoridad electoral
Ante estos senalamientos por supuesta influencia de la politica en la eleccion, las autoridades electorales hicieron un recordatorio de las prohibiciones establecidas. Sin embargo, no se han emitido sanciones.
Por su parte, Sheinbaum insto al INE y al Tribunal Electoral a intervenir al mencionar que "por ahi salio una lista de la derecha. ?Quien sabe quien esta haciendo eso?". 
La presidenta del INE, Guadalupe Taddei, hizo un llamado a la poblacion para que "nadie ni nada evite" la deliberacion individual de cada votante. 
El llamado a votar del gobierno de Sheinbaum
La presidenta mexicana ha sido cuidadosa en sus mensajes para no deslizar ningun apoyo implicito o explicito hacia algun candidato a juez. No obstante, ha reiterado los llamados a votar en sus conferencias matutinas.
"Va a ser una jornada donde millones de personas van a participar para elegir a los integrantes del poder judicial por primera vez en la historia de Mexico", dijo el martes Sheinbaum dos dias antes del cierre de campana que, segun especialistas, ha estado dominada por el desinteres y la desinformacion del electorado.
Para combatir el desanimo, toda la maquinaria oficialista --que cuenta con 6 millones de militantes-- "se esta moviendo a favor de esta eleccion porque sabe que de otra manera seria un fracaso", indico Rosiles Salas. 
Apunto, ademas, los dirigentes del partido y gobernadores se estan organizando para que los miembros militantes de Morena salgan a votar el 1 de junio, a sabiendas de la importancia que tendra el nivel de participacion para medir el respaldo popular a la controvertida reforma judicial.
Lopez Obrador impulso el proyecto, que despues aprobo la mayoria oficialista del Congreso, pese a las protestas de los empleados de los tribunales y las criticas de organizaciones internacionales y los gobiernos de Estados Unidos y Canada por su preocupacion de que los cambios pudieran traer la perdida de independencia y la politizacion de la judicatura.
El expresidente mantuvo por anos tirantes relaciones con el poder judicial, al que acuso de incurrir en hechos de corrupcion y nepotismo.
Tras retirarse de la politica Lopez Obrador, la responsabilidad de consolidar la reforma quedo en manos de su sucesora, Sheinbaum. Desde el inicio de su sexenio en octubre pasado oriento los esfuerzos de su gobierno en promover los cambios legales necesarios y lograr la realizacion lo antes posible de los comicios judiciales.
Riesgo de perder imparcialidad en la justicia
Frente a las preocupaciones que han surgido entorno a la politizacion del sistema judicial, Sheinbaum se ha mostrado confiada en que la judicatura que surgira de la votacion sera la que "responda a la justicia". 
"El poder judicial, pues hay mucha corrupcion. Y ahi, pues historicamente se ha atendido al que tiene dinero y al que no tiene dinero, al pobre, ahi no hay justicia", ha defendido la mandataria.
El profesor Rios Figueroa --quien participo con otros cinco investigadores de instituciones locales e internacionales en un estudio sobre la reforma judicial titulado "Eleccion popular de jueces federales en Mexico 2025"--, planteo que el riesgo de politizacion de la justicia va aparejado con una "erosion democratica".
El academico sostiene que el poder Ejecutivo en Mexico "esta adquiriendo cada vez mas funciones, cada vez mas capacidades, y se le estan quitando cada vez mas los frenos y los contrapesos", como ha pasado, indico, en otros paises como Hungria, Turquia y Estados Unidos.
La "perdida de la imparcialidad de los juzgadores" favorecera al partido en el poder pues sera "muy dificil que vayan a perder casos que les importen".

Entre los asuntos que debera dirimir la futura Suprema Corte estan, por ejemplo, la prision preventiva oficiosa, los derechos de las victimas a una reparacion ante la comision de atencion a las victimas, el cumplimiento de las sentencias internacionales por parte del Ejecutivo y las competencias de la Secretaria de Seguridad federal en funciones de inteligencia e investigacion.
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    Japon advierte sobre tensiones por aranceles y promete ampliar grupo comercial Asia-Pacifico
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                                        TOKIO (AP) -- El primer ministro japones, Shigeru Ishiba, expreso el jueves su determinacion de defender los sistemas comerciales libres, multilaterales y basados en reglas, y trabajar en la expansion del principal grupo comercial Asia-Pacifico en un momento de tension por los aranceles impuestos por Estados Unidos.
"Los aranceles altos no traeran prosperidad economica", dijo Ishiba en un foro global en Tokio. "Una prosperidad construida sobre los sacrificios de alguien o de otro pais no creara una economia fuerte". Japon busca trabajar con Washington en inversion, generacion de empleos y fabricacion de productos de alta calidad para la prosperidad de Estados Unidos y del resto del mundo, senalo.
Su comentario se produce mientras el principal negociador de aranceles de Japon, Ryosei Akazawa, viaja a Washington, D.C., para una cuarta ronda de conversaciones con el objetivo de convencer a Estados Unidos de que elimine todas las medidas arancelarias recientes. Hasta ahora, Japon no ha logrado obtener concesiones del gobierno estadounidense y, segun se informa, esta considerando adquirir mas productos agricolas y equipos de defensa estadounidenses como fichas de negociacion.

    
Posteriormente, el mismo jueves, Ishiba telefoneo al presidente de Estados Unidos, Donald Trump, para ponerse al dia antes de las conversaciones en Washington. El primer ministro japones dijo a los periodistas que ahora los dos lideres tienen "una comprension mas profunda el uno del otro", aunque no hay cambios en la posicion de Japon sobre los aranceles. Se nego a dar mas detalles.



    
        




    




Akazawa dijo a los periodistas que las compras de equipos de defensa estadounidenses por parte de Japon podrian "entrar en consideracion" durante las conversaciones porque contribuirian al superavit comercial de Estados Unidos, aunque dijo que la politica de seguridad japonesa no esta sujeta a "un acuerdo" con otro pais.

    
    
    
En su discurso, Ishiba tambien insto a otros paises de Asia, un centro global de crecimiento, a mostrar "la importancia de un orden economico libre, justo y basado en reglas", y dijo que la forma de demostrarlo es promoviendo el Tratado Integral y Progresista de Asociacion Transpacifico, o CPTPP, por sus siglas en ingles.

    
El CPTPP de 12 naciones incluye a Japon, Reino Unido, Nueva Zelanda, Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Malasia, Mexico, Peru, Singapur y Vietnam. Estados Unidos no es miembro.
Ishiba prometio que Japon trabajara para seguir expandiendo y mejorando el marco, que, segun el, no solo contribuye a la economia, sino tambien a la paz y la prosperidad.

Aunque Tokio fortalece sus lazos economicos con el sudeste asiatico y Europa, sigue considerando a Estados Unidos como su piedra angular en las politicas de seguridad.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Jueza extiende orden contra prohibicion de estudiantes extranjeros en Harvard




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Ryan Enos, profesor de politica en la Universidad de Harvard, habla en una protesta en ese campus el 27 de mayo del 2025. (AP foto/Leah Willingham)]
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Una jueza federal extendio el jueves una orden que bloquea el intento de la administracion Trump de prohibirle a la Universidad de Harvard inscribir estudiantes extranjeros.
La jueza de distrito Allison Burroughs extendio la proteccion que emitio la semana pasada, con una orden temporal de restriccion contra la accion del gobierno. 
Harvard demando al Departamento de Seguridad Nacional el viernes despues de que la secretaria Kristi Noem revocara su capacidad para albergar estudiantes extranjeros en su campus en Cambridge, Massachusetts.
El jueves, la administracion Trump anuncio un nuevo esfuerzo para revocar la certificacion de Harvard para inscribir estudiantes extranjeros. En una carta enviada por el director interino de Inmigracion y Control de Aduanas, Todd Lyons, el gobierno dio a Harvard 30 dias para responder a los supuestos motivos de retiro, que incluyen acusaciones de que Harvard coordino con entidades extranjeras y no respondio adecuadamente al antisemitismo en el campus.

    
La disputa sobre la inscripcion internacional en Harvard es la ultima escalada en una batalla entre la Casa Blanca y la universidad mas antigua y rica del pais. En abril, Noem envio una carta a la escuela exigiendo datos de estudiantes extranjeros, incluidos registros disciplinarios y cualquier cosa relacionada con "actividad peligrosa o violenta". Noem dijo que era en respuesta a acusaciones de antisemitismo en el campus de Harvard.



    
        




    




Harvard dice que cumplio. Pero el 22 de mayo, Noem envio una carta diciendo que la respuesta de la escuela fue insuficiente. Dijo que Harvard estaba siendo retirada del programa federal que permite a las universidades patrocinar estudiantes internacionales para obtener visas de Estados Unidos. Entro en vigor de inmediato e impidio que Harvard albergara estudiantes extranjeros en el proximo ano escolar.

    
    
    
En su demanda, Harvard argumento que el gobierno no siguio los procedimientos administrativos y regulaciones que dictan como las escuelas pueden ser eliminadas de la elegibilidad para albergar estudiantes internacionales, lo que incluye dar a las escuelas la oportunidad de apelar y un plazo de 30 dias para responder. El aviso del miercoles esta en linea con esas regulaciones.

    
A pesar de la orden de restriccion, las acciones de la administracion Trump en contra de los estudiantes internacionales han creado un ambiente de "profundo miedo, preocupacion y confusion", indico la directora de servicios de inmigracion de la universidad en un documento judicial el miercoles.
En un documento judicial, la directora de servicios de inmigracion, Maureen Martin, senalo que innumerables estudiantes internacionales habian preguntado sobre transferencias, y que algunos estudiantes nacionales habian expresado interes en transferirse o diferir porque creian que su experiencia educativa no seria la misma sin un cuerpo estudiantil internacional.
Martin manifesto que los estudiantes internacionales de Harvard que llegaban a Boston eran enviados a un control adicional por agentes de Aduanas y Proteccion Fronteriza, y que los estudiantes internacionales que buscaban obtener sus visas estaban siendo denegados o enfrentando retrasos en consulados y embajadas.

    
La sancion, si procede, podria trastocar algunas escuelas de posgrado que reclutan fuertemente del extranjero. Entre los que estaban en riesgo se encontraba la princesa Elisabeth de Belgica, quien acaba de terminar su primer ano en un programa de posgrado de Harvard. Algunas escuelas en el extranjero rapidamente ofrecieron invitaciones a los estudiantes de Harvard, incluidas dos universidades en Hong Kong.
Trump arremetio contra Harvard en las redes sociales despues de que Burroughs detuviera temporalmente la accion la semana pasada, diciendo "lo mejor que tiene Harvard es que han buscado y encontrado al mejor juez absoluto (!para ellos!) - Pero no teman, el Gobierno, al final, !GANARA!"
La administracion Trump ha presentado una serie de quejas contra Harvard, acusandola de ser un semillero de liberalismo y de no proteger a los estudiantes judios. El gobierno esta exigiendo cambios en la gobernanza y politicas de Harvard para alinearla con la vision del presidente.

    
Harvard fue la primera universidad en rechazar las demandas del gobierno, diciendo que amenazaban la autonomia que ha hecho durante mucho tiempo de la educacion superior en Estados Unidos un iman para los mejores academicos del mundo. En un par de demandas, Harvard acusa al gobierno de tomar represalias contra la universidad por rechazar demandas politicas.
___________________________________
Ma reporto desde Washington. El corresponsal Collin Binkley contribuyo con esta nota.
___________________________________

La cobertura educativa de The Associated Press recibe el apoyo de varias fundaciones privadas. La AP es la unica responsable del contenido. Encuentra los estandares de la AP para trabajar con organizaciones filantropicas, una lista de las fundaciones y las areas de cobertura que financian en AP.org.
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Conductor acusado de causar lesiones graves tras tragedia en desfile de futbol en Liverpool




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: La policia investiga en el sitio del atropello en Liverpool, Inglaterra, el 27 de mayo del 2025. (AP foto/Jon Super)]
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                                        LONDRES (AP) -- Un britanico de 53 anos que hirio a casi 80 personas cuando su coche embistio a una multitud de aficionados del Liverpool que celebraban el campeonato de su equipo fue acusado el jueves de causar danos corporales graves con intencion, informaron autoridades.
Paul Doyle tambien fue acusado de conduccion peligrosa y otros cargos, indico la fiscal Sarah Hammond.
La policia informo que 79 personas resultaron heridas, con al menos 50 tratadas en hospitales. Las edades de los heridos oscilaban entre los nueve y los 78 anos. Siete personas permanecian en el hospital en condicion estable.
La ciudad habia estado celebrando el titulo del Liverpool en la Premier League cuando el conductor se adentro en una calle llena de aficionados y la alegria se convirtio rapidamente en tragedia.
Doyle, segun la policia, esquivo un bloqueo de carretera siguiendo de cerca a una ambulancia que respondia a un informe de una persona en paro cardiaco.


    
Un video de un testigo ocular mostro escenas de horror cuando el coche golpeo y lanzo por el aire a una persona que estaba envuelta en una bandera del Liverpool y luego se desvio hacia un mar de personas aglomeradas al lado de la carretera.
La Policia de Merseyside indico que al parecer el conductor actuo solo y no se trato de un acto terrorista.
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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