
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      
        [image: masthead]
      

      Thursday, May 29, 2025

      

      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	10
        

        
          	
            Top Stories
          
          	10
        

        
          	
            Business
          
          	10
        

        
          	
            Opinion
          
          	10
        

        
          	
            Life
          
          	10
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Top Stories
          
        

      

      Breaking News

      
        44 killed in Israel attacks in Gaza, after food warehouse looted
        GAZA CITY (PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES) - At least 44 people were killed in Israeli attacks across the Gaza Strip on Thursday, rescuers said, a day after a World Food Programme warehouse in the centre of the territory was looted by desperate Palestinians.

      

      
        Concerns over foreign 'zero-dollar' factories
        Foreign "zero-dollar" factories, including those that enter Thailand in the form of foreign direct investment, are causing grave concern among industry leaders who fear they will deal a further blow to Thai manufacturing, according to the latest survey conducted by the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).

      

      
        Travel agents say China market on the mend
        A number of Chinese travel agents believe the worst is behind Thailand, with arrivals from China gradually increasing and set to reach the minimum target of 5 million this year.

      

      
        Thai PM expects calm to return to border
        Border tensions between Thailand and Cambodia are expected to ease as both sides are now holding talks to address the conflict, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra said on Thursday.

      

      
        Book closed on royal insult case against US academic
        The Office of the Attorney General (OAG) has dropped royal defamation charges against American academic Paul Chambers, citing a lack of evidence.

      

      
        Two more held in Wat Rai Khing embezzlement case
        A couple linked to the accused former Wat Rai Khing abbot, Yeam Inkrugkao, have been arrested after investigators found their involvement in embezzling funds from the well-known temple's annual fair auction for stalls.

      

      
        Thai rice demand quiet with no major deals, Indian rates near two-year low
        BENGALURU --- Ample supplies and expectations of another bumper crop in India kept rice export prices near a two-year low this week, while Vietnam and Thailand saw muted activity.

      

      
        Pattaya credits CCTV for improved safety ranking
        Pattaya has moved into the top 10 in the Southeast Asia Safety Index by Numbeo, which City Hall says reflects its initiatives to improve safety, such as wider CCTV coverage.

      

      
        Thai business closures rise 8.3% in first four months
        A total of 3,921 businesses in Thailand ceased operations in the first four months of 2025, an increase of 8.3% compared to the same period last year, according to the Department of Business Development.

      

      
        Wa army dismisses Thaksin's drug claims
        The United Wa State Army (UWSA) has dismissed as groundless the allegation made by former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra that it is the prime source of narcotics smuggled from Myanmar into Thailand and needs to be dealt with.
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                                GAZA CITY (PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES) - At least 44 people were killed in Israeli attacks across the Gaza Strip on Thursday, rescuers said, a day after a World Food Programme warehouse in the centre of the territory was looted by desperate Palestinians.
After a more than two-month blockade, aid has finally begun to trickle back into Gaza, but the humanitarian situation remains dire after 18 months of devastating war. Food security experts say starvation is looming for one in five people.

The Israeli military has also recently stepped up its offensive in the territory in what it says is a renewed push to destroy Hamas, whose attack on Oct 7, 2023, triggered the war.

Gaza civil defence official Mohammad al-Mughayyir told Agence France-Presse (AFP) "44 people have been killed in Israeli raids", including 23 in a strike on home in Al-Bureij.

"Two people were killed and several injured by Israeli forces' gunfire this morning near the American aid centre in the Morag axis, southern Gaza Strip," he added.

The centre, run by the US-backed Gaza Humanitarian Foundation (GHF), is part of a new system for distributing aid that Israel says is meant to keep supplies out of the hands of Hamas, but which has drawn criticism from the United Nations (UN) and the European Union (EU).

"What is happening to us is degrading. The crowding is humiliating us," said Gazan Sobhi Areef, who visited a GHF centre on Thursday.

"We go there and risk our lives just to get a bag of flour to feed our children."

The Israeli military said it was looking into the reported deaths in Al-Bureij and near the aid centre.

Separately, it said in a statement that its forces had struck "dozens of terror targets throughout the Gaza Strip" over the past day.

In a telephone call Thursday with EU foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas, Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi said Israel's "systematic starvation tactics have crossed all moral and legal boundaries".

'Hordes of hungry people'

On Wednesday, thousands of desperate Palestinians stormed a World Food Programme (WFP) warehouse in central Gaza, with Israel and the UN trading blame over the deepening hunger crisis.

AFP footage showed crowds of Palestinians breaking into the WFP facility in Deir al-Balah and taking bags of emergency food supplies as gunshots rang out.

"Hordes of hungry people broke into WFP's Al-Ghafari warehouse in Deir Al-Balah, central Gaza, in search of food supplies that were pre-positioned for distribution," the UN agency said in a statement.

The issue of aid has come sharply into focus amid starvation fears and intense criticism of the GHF, which has bypassed the longstanding UN-led system in the territory.

Israel's ambassador to the United Nations Danny Danon told the Security Council that aid was entering Gaza by truck -- under limited authorisation by Israel at the Kerem Shalom crossing -- and accused the UN of "trying to block" GHF's work through "threats, intimidation and retaliation against NGOs that choose to participate".

The UN has said it is doing its utmost to facilitate distribution of the limited assistance allowed by Israel's authorities

The world body said 47 people were wounded Tuesday when crowds of Palestinians rushed a GHF site. A Palestinian medical source reported at least one death.

GHF, however, alleged in a statement that there had been "several inaccuracies" circulating about its operations, adding "there are many parties who wish to see GHF fail".

But 60-year-old Abu Fawzi Faroukh, who visited a GHF centre Thursday, said the situation there was "so chaotic".

"The young men are the ones who have received aid first, yesterday and today, because they are young and can carry loads, but the old people and women cannot enter due to the crowding," he told AFP.

'Nothing has changed'

Negotiations on a ceasefire, meanwhile, have continued, with US envoy Steve Witkoff expressing optimism and saying he expected to propose a plan soon.

But Gazans remained pessimistic.

"Six hundred days have passed and nothing has changed. Death continues, and Israeli bombing does not stop," said Bassam Daloul, 40.

The Gaza war was sparked by Hamas's October 2023 attack on Israel that killed 1,218 people, mostly civilians, according to an AFP tally based on official figures.

Out of 251 hostages seized during the attack, 57 remain in Gaza including 34 the Israeli military says are dead.

The health ministry in Hamas-run Gaza said Thursday that at least 3,986 people had been killed in the territory since Israel ended the ceasefire on March 18, taking the war's overall toll to 54,249, mostly civilians.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/3037561/44-killed-in-israel-attacks-in-gaza-after-food-warehouse-looted



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Concerns over foreign 'zero-dollar' factories                

                FTI members fear for Thai manufacturers
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Workers peel shrimp at a seafood processing facility in Samut Sakhon province. Food processing is one of the industries facing an impact from foreign-run zero-dollar factories. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)]
                                              
                          Workers peel shrimp at a seafood processing facility in Samut Sakhon province. Food processing is one of the industries facing an impact from foreign-run zero-dollar factories. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)                        

                                          

                  

                                Foreign "zero-dollar" factories, including those that enter Thailand in the form of foreign direct investment, are causing grave concern among industry leaders who fear they will deal a further blow to Thai manufacturing, according to the latest survey conducted by the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
Zero-dollar factories are used to describe foreign factories that are set up in Thailand but contribute little or no benefit to the economy. Factory owners run their nominee businesses through Thai proxies with the aim of earning money for their parent firms overseas.

This poses a serious threat to local manufacturers, who are already struggling with weak consumer purchasing power and global economic uncertainties stemming from Washington's trade policy, according to the FTI.

Up to 86.9% of 145 FTI executives across 47 industries believe foreign-run zero-dollar factories are having a "considerable" impact on Thai industries, said ML Peekthong Thongyai, vice-chairman of the FTI.

He did not specify which countries the foreign factory operators originate from.

Around 11% of respondents said these factories cause a moderate impact, while only 2.1% believed they have little impact on local industries.

Thailand's ineffective legal measures against zero-dollar factories are blamed for the problem.

Loopholes in Thai law that allow these foreign businesspeople to invest in the country received the most votes (74.5%) among respondents, followed by the relocation of production facilities to Thailand to avoid the impact of the trade war (58.6%), the foreign investment promotion policy (26.9%), and strict environmental protection laws in the home countries of the foreign businesspeople (24.8%), according to the findings.

The Industry Ministry has been alerted to the issue and has already set up a special team to deal with illegal and zero-dollar factories.

"Most respondents support the ministry's efforts," said ML Peekthong, adding that more than half of respondents admired the officials' work.

According to the pollster, most FTI executives want the government to tighten the criteria for factory establishment by foreigners (52.4%) and crack down on nominee businesses (51.7%). They also want the government to track and monitor business transactions, including tax payments and employment, of suspected firms (31.7%).
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                                A number of Chinese travel agents believe the worst is behind Thailand, with arrivals from China gradually increasing and set to reach the minimum target of 5 million this year.
However, the Federation of Thai Tourism Associations (Fetta) submitted an open letter to Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, urging immediate measures to prevent 4.6 million workers from losing their jobs.

Xiang Shen, chief executive of Shanghai Wan Guo International Travel Service, said Thai tour package sales dropped by 70% this year, as the Chinese market pivots to other destinations, particularly Japan, which has become the most popular destination. 

According to the Association of Thai Travel Agents, the number of flights from China to Japan increased by 53% year-on-year during the Labour Day holiday earlier this month, while flights bound for Thailand continued to decline.

However, in terms of tourism products, both Japan and Thailand have different offerings that cannot replace each other, and this could still be an advantage of Thailand in the long run, said Mr Shen.

He said if tourism confidence among Chinese travellers could be restored within this year, Thailand should be able to attract at least 5 million arrivals from the mainland.

Based on the unofficial revised target, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) expects to attract 5 million Chinese this year, rising 2.6% from 2024, while revenue should reach 314 billion baht, dropping by 19%.

Speaking at the Sawasdee Nihao event on Thursday, Mr Shen said the TAT's target is feasible if considering Thai tourism's performance in the first quarter, which welcomed around 1.3 million Chinese tourists.

"If there are no further negative incidents, and Thailand can maintain the quarterly arrival number at 1.3 million over the next three quarters, reaching the minimum of 5 million will not be difficult," said Mr Chen. "However, the government should remain active in reinstating safety measures and promoting the market with Chinese travel agents."

He said the weakest period for the Chinese market in Thailand is typically May and June.

However, the trend this year has changed as the nadir was reached in March and April, and the market has gradually improved this month.

During the Sawasdee Nihao campaign, Fetta submitted an open letter to Ms Paetongtarn, urging a rapid government response to the tourism crisis as 4.6 million workers in the tourism sector risk losing their jobs.

The government should invite high-ranking officials from China to visit Thailand during the celebration of 50 years of China-Thailand relations on July 1, according to Fetta.

Other measures that should be implemented include reducing the visa period from 60 days to 15 days, supporting promotions via 10,000 chartered flights to stimulate 10 billion baht in revenue for Thai tourism and convincing tourists about the reliable safety measures.
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                                Border tensions between Thailand and Cambodia are expected to ease as both sides are now holding talks to address the conflict, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra said on Thursday.
She was responding to recent statements made in a Facebook post by Hun Sen, the former prime minister of Cambodia and father of the current PM, following a brief firefight on Wednesday that left one Cambodian soldier dead.

Upon reading Hun Sen's post, she said, it became clear that ultimately he does not wish for any conflict or confrontation to arise.

The Thai premier said it is natural for national leaders to assert their respective countries' positions in order to protect national interests. However, following discussions on Wednesday night, the army commanders of both sides were scheduled to meet on Thursday to further clarify and formalise their positions.

She noted that there have been no violent incidents since Wednesday, as both sides were able to reach a mutual understanding and agreed on the importance of maintaining peace. As a result, both parties have withdrawn their forces from the immediate area.

Tensions between the Thai and Cambodian militaries intensified after the brief exchange of gunfire in a disputed border area in Ubon Ratchathani on Wednesday.

The exchange occurred near Chong Bok in Nam Yuen district about 5.45am. The clash was the latest in a series of border confrontations this year, but the first one to involve shooting and casualties.

Discussions have been ongoing since Wednesday, with both countries agreeing that they wish to avoid any violence in the disputed area, Ms Paetongtarn said, adding that the military commanders from both sides are expected to resolve the matter through direct talks.

"The situation will be peacefully resolved and tensions along the border will de-escalate," she said.

She emphasised that discussions at the leadership level have proceeded smoothly and without issue. However, in the interest of formalising the agreement, both countries have decided to delegate their respective army commanders to engage in further talks, she said.

When asked whether there had been any reinforcement of troops along the border following reports of a Cambodian military buildup, she explained that such measures are standard protocol for any country.

She said that in situations involving heightened tensions or potential conflict, it is natural for both sides to reinforce their positions. "No country would allow a serious incident to occur without taking appropriate measures -- and Thailand is no exception," she said.

However, she stressed that if the situation remains calm, Thailand is prepared to de-escalate in order to restore peace.

Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai said the issue appears to have stemmed from a misunderstanding between both sides.

He acknowledged that each country has accused the other of territorial encroachment in the contested area.

He said he had spoken directly with Cambodian counterpart Tea Seiha. "In principle, both sides agreed that we do not want confrontation and should instead make every effort to resolve issues through dialogue," he said.
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                                The Office of the Attorney General (OAG) has dropped royal defamation charges against American academic Paul Chambers, citing a lack of evidence.
The decision comes almost two months after he was first detained, which led to the loss of his job, his work visa and the seizure of his passport.

The OAG issued its order against the prosecution of Mr Chambers, a lecturer at Naresuan University in Phitsanulok province, earlier this week, Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR) said in a social media post.

"The case is now concluded," said his lawyer, Wannaphat Jenroumjit.

Thai immigration police confirmed that Mr Chambers' passport had been returned to him and that he had left the country earlier on Thursday.

"The case is closed as the attorney-general decided to drop it," Pol Maj Gen Sarawut Khonyai, a commander of immigration police in northern Thailand, told Reuters.

The reprieve for the academic came after the OAG found the facts and evidence in the case were insufficient to prosecute Mr Chambers, TLHR said. He had consistently denied the charges. 

The Third Army Region had accused Mr Chambers, a recognised expert on the armed forces who has lived in Thailand for three decades, of breaking Section 112 of the Criminal Code, the lese-majeste law, over comments about the powers of the prime minister and the monarchy in a blurb promoting an international webinar last October where he was a speaker.

The OAG supported Phitsanulok prosecutors' conclusion that there was no evidence to prove that the controversial message was written by the accused, and the appearance of his name and title on the website did not prove his role, TLHR said.

Mr Chambers was initially sent into pre-trial detention and ordered to wear a monitoring device before the Court of Appeal granted him bail with strict conditions. His visa was subsequently revoked and he lost his teaching job.

The police investigating the case had disagreed with the order of the Phitsanulok provincial attorney's office to drop the charges earlier this month, sending the case to the OAG in Bangkok for a final ruling.

Mr Chambers, 58, was earlier reported to be appealing the termination of his employment contract by Naresuan University on grounds that it was made without due process.  

While the lese-majeste law is mostly aimed at Thai citizens, authorities have occasionally brought charges against foreigners. In 2012, a US citizen received a royal pardon after serving part of a two-and-a-half year prison sentence for translating and posting a banned book about the late King Rama IX.
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                                A couple linked to the accused former Wat Rai Khing abbot, Yeam Inkrugkao, have been arrested after investigators found their involvement in embezzling funds from the well-known temple's annual fair auction for stalls.
Police said that Patcharaporn, known as Toey, and Chief Petty Officer First Class Chatchai Si-liang were detained at 4pm on Thursday at a Buddhist scout camp of the Luang Por Wat Rai Khing Foundation in Sam Phran district, Nakhon Pathom province, by teams from the Crime Suppression Division and the Public Sector Anti-Corruption Police (PACC).

The arrest followed expanded investigation into financial transactions related to the embezzlement, which involved over 2 billion baht circulated across 84 bank accounts.

Police said the couple managed finances for vendor rental fees during the fair. The embezzled money was handed to the 70-year-old former abbot who was taken into custody.

They were charged with aiding in misappropriation of state assets, misconduct in public office, fraud and jointly committing money laundering.

A former monk, Ekkapot Phukang, already imprisoned for online gambling, was also involved in the case.

Authorities have sought an arrest warrant for him to proceed with prosecution.
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                                BENGALURU -- Ample supplies and expectations of another bumper crop in India kept rice export prices near a two-year low this week, while Vietnam and Thailand saw muted activity.
India's 5% broken parboiled variety was quoted at US$382-$389 per tonne - its lowest level since June 2023 - unchanged from last week. Indian 5% broken white rice was priced at $375 to $381 per tonne this week.

The weather department has forecast above-average monsoon rainfall, which will help farmers expand the area under rice cultivation and boost production, a Mumbai-based trader said.

On Wednesday, India raised the price at which it will buy the new-season common rice paddy variety from local farmers by 3%, the lowest increase in five years, as New Delhi struggles to manage overflowing granaries after last year's record harvest.

Meanwhile, Thailand's 5% broken rice was quoted at $405-$410 per tonne, unchanged from last week.

Traders said demand has been quiet with no major deals taking place, while supply has been ample as good yield from the recent harvest entered the market.

[image: A farmer carries rice straw in a paddy field in the Samrong district of Ubon Ratchathani, Thailand. (File photo: Bloomberg)]
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Vietnam's 5% broken rice was offered at $396 per metric tonne on Thursday, slightly down from $397 a week ago, according to the Vietnam Food Association.

"Trading activity is weak and so is demand," a trader based in Ho Chi Minh City said.

Vietnam's Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VCCI) recently asked the Ministry of Industry and Trade to ease its regulations to help boost rice exports, state media reported earlier this week.

VCCI said the ministry's current regulation that requires rice exporters to own rice warehouses is barring small exporters from entering the market, adding that they should be able to rent warehouses if needed.

Elsewhere, Bangladesh's current local rice procurement drive is progressing slowly, despite a 9% hike in purchase rates, as higher market prices and shortcomings in the buying process hinder progress.

Launched on April 24, the initiative aims to procure 1.75 million tonnes of rice and paddy, with parboiled rice being bought at 49 taka ($0.4026) per kilogramme and paddy at 36 taka per kg.


	Opinion: Thailand's painful rice pledging memories
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                                Pattaya has moved into the top 10 in the Southeast Asia Safety Index by Numbeo, which City Hall says reflects its initiatives to improve safety, such as wider CCTV coverage.
The Index, based on surveys answered by website visitors, ranked Pattaya in ninth place. Chiang Mai was deemed the region's safest city, while Bangkok ranked seventh.

Numbeo is a Serbian crowd-sourced online database of consumer prices, property prices and various quality of life indicators. Its Pattaya cost of living data can be found here.

According to Pattaya Mayor Poramet Ngampichet, Numbeo said the city has made significant improvements in terms of safety, especially at tourism sites, with the lower crime rate and enhanced police capability in crime suppression contributing to the results.

He said the report helped enhance the resort city's reputation for safety, which aligns well with City Hall's policy.

He acknowledged there was a high degree of public suspicion about the city's safety record given the steady stream of criminal news reported in the media, but said that did not reflect the full story or the changing dynamic in Pattaya.

City Hall has installed more than 2,000 closed-circuit TV cameras around the city to help with future criminal investigations. It is also planning a study trip to the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) in Bangkok on how to best use CCTV to aid investigations, he said.

Authorities also aim to further beef up safety measures, including installing more lighting across the city.

Apart from those initiatives, Mr Poramet said public participation in safety inspections is important.

He said many criminal elements flood into the city from outside as the floating population is around three to four times higher than the number of registered locals, which is around 120,000.

They city also welcomed 20 million Thai and foreign visitors last year, he noted.

"Pattaya City Hall is now attempting to lessen the accident and crime rate in the city," said Mr Poramet. "Pattaya will continue to expand the coverage of these safety improvements to (try and wipe out crime) in the city."
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                                A total of 3,921 businesses in Thailand ceased operations in the first four months of 2025, an increase of 8.3% compared to the same period last year, according to the Department of Business Development.
With lawmakers expressing concern over rising business closures during this week's debate on the government's 3.78-trillion-baht budget for fiscal 2026, the department reported that the total registered capital of closed businesses was 15.99 billion baht.

The top three sectors with the highest closures are:


	General construction - 372 closures, registered capital of 652 million baht

	Real estate - 184 closures, registered capital of 912 million baht

	Restaurants/eateries - 159 closures, registered capital of 391 million baht.



Key factors behind closures include soaring household debts that have reduced consumer spending, a volatile global economy and uncertainty over US trade policies, the department said this week.

New business registrations totalled 30,148 during the same period, though this reflects a decrease of 1,385 registrations, or 4.4%, from the first four months of 2024.

The most active sectors for new establishments are:


	General construction - 2,394 registrations, registered capital of 5.1 billion baht

	Real estate - 2,047 registrations, registered capital of 7.83 billion baht

	Restaurants/eateries - 1,237 registrations.



Kasikorn Research Centre (K-Research) predicted that more Thai factories will close this year than in the past two years, citing a weakening manufacturing sector and ongoing economic challenges.

The four-day budget debate in the House of Representatives is scheduled to conclude with a vote on first reading scheduled for Saturday at 6pm.
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                                The United Wa State Army (UWSA) has dismissed as groundless the allegation made by former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra that it is the prime source of narcotics smuggled from Myanmar into Thailand and needs to be dealt with.
Responding to Thaksin's claims, UWSA spokesperson Nyi Rang said, "It is just an accusation."

"They need to present evidence for their claim. We are fighting [drugs], as they are. Everyone knows there are multiple armed groups in the border regions. We have been continuously fighting [drugs]," he told The Irrawaddy, an independent Myanmar news portal.

Thailand's claims that drugs come from Wa territory does not necessarily mean that the Wa are involved in the drug trade, Nyi Rang added.

"We live in the border region, and drug trafficking from inland will inevitably pass through the border," he said.

Bangkok-based journalist Patrick Winn, author of the book Narcotopia, contends that while the UWSA runs a full array of essential government services in its territory, it effectively presides over a "narco-state"

"Think of it as a state wrapped around a cartel," Mr Winn said in an interview with The Diplomat. "To be clear: these days, Wa commanders seldom oversee meth labs directly. They'd rather let Chinese syndicates run labs on their territory and charge rent. Outside syndicates also handle international trafficking -- and that's where you make the juiciest profits."

In a guest lecture delivered at the Office of the Narcotics Control Board on Tuesday, Thaksin singled out the UWSA and said Thailand should show no mercy to its enemies.

He urged the Thai government to push the Myanmar military junta to act within one or two months, warning that if they fail, Thailand may need to intervene directly. If drug production continued afterward, he said, that would be considered an act of hostility.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, responding on Thursday to her father's comments, said she always welcomes any information useful and practical for the government's continuous fight against drugs.

"Any information that is useful and can be acted upon, I am open to hearing -- whether it comes from local villagers or residents of any community who can identify where drugs are coming from or which areas are being affected," she said.

The police have already made major drug seizures based on such tip-offs, which shows that everyone can contribute to the country's anti-narcotics work, said Ms Paetongtarn.

Proactive strategy needed

Assoc Prof Dulyapak Preecharush, a Southeast Asian Studies scholar at Thammasat University, supported Thaksin's assessment of the drug production situation in Myanmar, saying the UWSA is a serious threat to Thailand.

He cited cross-border incursions, pollution in the Kok, Sai and Mekong rivers that flow into northern Thailand, and extensive narcotics trafficking as a direct consequences of the UWSA-controlled operations in the Golden Triangle region.

He called for a more proactive strategy involving pressure tactics to force the UWSA to cease its hostile activities. He stressed the importance of clear timelines for the Myanmar government's response, and that vague promises would not suffice.

"In principle, I for now agree that we should no longer wait until new problems emerge before we begin dealing with them," he said.

"Thailand had better implement a proactive strategy to enhance its capacity to pressure the UWSA to stop their hostile behaviours, which are a threat to Thailand and the region alike."

Thailand's strategic response should involve three main agencies: the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Defence and National Security Council, he said.

He also recommended using existing regional mechanisms such as the Regional Border Committee to intensify drug-related discussions with Myanmar and to monitor infiltration points used by traffickers.
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                  Book closed on royal insult case against US academic                

                Paul Chambers leaves Thailand after attorney-general rejects police petition for review
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                                The Office of the Attorney General (OAG) has dropped royal defamation charges against American academic Paul Chambers, citing a lack of evidence.
The decision comes almost two months after he was first detained, which led to the loss of his job, his work visa and the seizure of his passport.

The OAG issued its order against the prosecution of Mr Chambers, a lecturer at Naresuan University in Phitsanulok province, earlier this week, Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR) said in a social media post.

"The case is now concluded," said his lawyer, Wannaphat Jenroumjit.

Thai immigration police confirmed that Mr Chambers' passport had been returned to him and that he had left the country earlier on Thursday.

"The case is closed as the attorney-general decided to drop it," Pol Maj Gen Sarawut Khonyai, a commander of immigration police in northern Thailand, told Reuters.

The reprieve for the academic came after the OAG found the facts and evidence in the case were insufficient to prosecute Mr Chambers, TLHR said. He had consistently denied the charges. 

The Third Army Region had accused Mr Chambers, a recognised expert on the armed forces who has lived in Thailand for three decades, of breaking Section 112 of the Criminal Code, the lese-majeste law, over comments about the powers of the prime minister and the monarchy in a blurb promoting an international webinar last October where he was a speaker.

The OAG supported Phitsanulok prosecutors' conclusion that there was no evidence to prove that the controversial message was written by the accused, and the appearance of his name and title on the website did not prove his role, TLHR said.

Mr Chambers was initially sent into pre-trial detention and ordered to wear a monitoring device before the Court of Appeal granted him bail with strict conditions. His visa was subsequently revoked and he lost his teaching job.

The police investigating the case had disagreed with the order of the Phitsanulok provincial attorney's office to drop the charges earlier this month, sending the case to the OAG in Bangkok for a final ruling.

Mr Chambers, 58, was earlier reported to be appealing the termination of his employment contract by Naresuan University on grounds that it was made without due process.  

While the lese-majeste law is mostly aimed at Thai citizens, authorities have occasionally brought charges against foreigners. In 2012, a US citizen received a royal pardon after serving part of a two-and-a-half year prison sentence for translating and posting a banned book about the late King Rama IX.
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                  Thai business closures rise 8.3% in first four months                

                New business startups fall 4% from January to April
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                                A total of 3,921 businesses in Thailand ceased operations in the first four months of 2025, an increase of 8.3% compared to the same period last year, according to the Department of Business Development.
With lawmakers expressing concern over rising business closures during this week's debate on the government's 3.78-trillion-baht budget for fiscal 2026, the department reported that the total registered capital of closed businesses was 15.99 billion baht.

The top three sectors with the highest closures are:


	General construction - 372 closures, registered capital of 652 million baht

	Real estate - 184 closures, registered capital of 912 million baht

	Restaurants/eateries - 159 closures, registered capital of 391 million baht.



Key factors behind closures include soaring household debts that have reduced consumer spending, a volatile global economy and uncertainty over US trade policies, the department said this week.

New business registrations totalled 30,148 during the same period, though this reflects a decrease of 1,385 registrations, or 4.4%, from the first four months of 2024.

The most active sectors for new establishments are:


	General construction - 2,394 registrations, registered capital of 5.1 billion baht

	Real estate - 2,047 registrations, registered capital of 7.83 billion baht

	Restaurants/eateries - 1,237 registrations.



Kasikorn Research Centre (K-Research) predicted that more Thai factories will close this year than in the past two years, citing a weakening manufacturing sector and ongoing economic challenges.

The four-day budget debate in the House of Representatives is scheduled to conclude with a vote on first reading scheduled for Saturday at 6pm.
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                  Wa army dismisses Thaksin's drug claims                

                Ex-PM's tough talk sparks debate over how to deal with drug deluge from Myanmar
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                                The United Wa State Army (UWSA) has dismissed as groundless the allegation made by former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra that it is the prime source of narcotics smuggled from Myanmar into Thailand and needs to be dealt with.
Responding to Thaksin's claims, UWSA spokesperson Nyi Rang said, "It is just an accusation."

"They need to present evidence for their claim. We are fighting [drugs], as they are. Everyone knows there are multiple armed groups in the border regions. We have been continuously fighting [drugs]," he told The Irrawaddy, an independent Myanmar news portal.

Thailand's claims that drugs come from Wa territory does not necessarily mean that the Wa are involved in the drug trade, Nyi Rang added.

"We live in the border region, and drug trafficking from inland will inevitably pass through the border," he said.

Bangkok-based journalist Patrick Winn, author of the book Narcotopia, contends that while the UWSA runs a full array of essential government services in its territory, it effectively presides over a "narco-state"

"Think of it as a state wrapped around a cartel," Mr Winn said in an interview with The Diplomat. "To be clear: these days, Wa commanders seldom oversee meth labs directly. They'd rather let Chinese syndicates run labs on their territory and charge rent. Outside syndicates also handle international trafficking -- and that's where you make the juiciest profits."

In a guest lecture delivered at the Office of the Narcotics Control Board on Tuesday, Thaksin singled out the UWSA and said Thailand should show no mercy to its enemies.

He urged the Thai government to push the Myanmar military junta to act within one or two months, warning that if they fail, Thailand may need to intervene directly. If drug production continued afterward, he said, that would be considered an act of hostility.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, responding on Thursday to her father's comments, said she always welcomes any information useful and practical for the government's continuous fight against drugs.

"Any information that is useful and can be acted upon, I am open to hearing -- whether it comes from local villagers or residents of any community who can identify where drugs are coming from or which areas are being affected," she said.

The police have already made major drug seizures based on such tip-offs, which shows that everyone can contribute to the country's anti-narcotics work, said Ms Paetongtarn.

Proactive strategy needed

Assoc Prof Dulyapak Preecharush, a Southeast Asian Studies scholar at Thammasat University, supported Thaksin's assessment of the drug production situation in Myanmar, saying the UWSA is a serious threat to Thailand.

He cited cross-border incursions, pollution in the Kok, Sai and Mekong rivers that flow into northern Thailand, and extensive narcotics trafficking as a direct consequences of the UWSA-controlled operations in the Golden Triangle region.

He called for a more proactive strategy involving pressure tactics to force the UWSA to cease its hostile activities. He stressed the importance of clear timelines for the Myanmar government's response, and that vague promises would not suffice.

"In principle, I for now agree that we should no longer wait until new problems emerge before we begin dealing with them," he said.

"Thailand had better implement a proactive strategy to enhance its capacity to pressure the UWSA to stop their hostile behaviours, which are a threat to Thailand and the region alike."

Thailand's strategic response should involve three main agencies: the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Defence and National Security Council, he said.

He also recommended using existing regional mechanisms such as the Regional Border Committee to intensify drug-related discussions with Myanmar and to monitor infiltration points used by traffickers.
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                  US court blocks tariffs in major setback for Trump                

                White House to appeal ruling, saying 'unelected judges' threaten response to 'national emergency'
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                                WASHINGTON - A US federal court has blocked most of Donald Trump's sweeping import tariffs from going into effect, ruling that the president had overstepped his authority with the across-the-board global levies.
The opinion marks a significant setback to the Republican leader as he bids to redraw the US trading relationship with the world by forcing governments to the negotiating table through tough new levies.

Trump's global trade war has roiled financial markets with a stop-start rollout of levies that are aimed at punishing economies that sell more to the United States than they buy.

But the three-judge Court of International Trade effectively called a ceasefire, barring most of the restrictions that the president has announced since taking office.

The White House slammed the ruling and said it would file an immediate appeal. 

A Trump spokesman argued that "unelected judges" have no right to weigh in on the president's actions to address what the administration frames as a "national emergency".

"President Trump pledged to put America first, and the administration is committed to using every lever of executive power to address this crisis and restore American greatness," said Kush Desai.

One of Trump's closest White House aides, Stephen Miller, was less diplomatic as he took to social media to decry a "judicial coup" that he said was "out of control".

Trump unveiled sweeping tariffs on most trading partners on April 2, with a baseline 10%, plus steeper duties on dozens of economies, including China and the European Union.

The court ruling on Wednesday also quashes duties that Trump imposed on Canada, Mexico and China separately using emergency powers.

Markets were thrown into turmoil after Trump's initial tariff announcement on April 2 but calmed after he paused the broader tariffs on dozens of countries for 90 days.

The moratorium will expire on July 9, and the administration has said it would assign a tariff rate to any country that has not reached a trade deal with Washington by then.

Trump has also suspended some of the higher tariffs pending negotiations with individual countries and blocs.

'Unconstitutional'

The federal trade court was ruling in two separate cases -- brought by businesses and a coalition of state governments -- arguing that the president's actions violated the power of purse given to Congress under the constitution.

"The question in the two cases before the court is whether the International Emergency Economic Powers Act of 1977 (IEEPA) delegates these powers to the president in the form of authority to impose unlimited tariffs on goods from nearly every country in the world," the three-judge panel wrote in an unsigned opinion.

"The court does not read IEEPA to confer such unbounded authority and sets aside the challenged tariffs imposed thereunder."

The court, which adjudicates civil cases arising from trade disputes, said that any interpretation of the IEEPA that "delegates unlimited tariff authority is unconstitutional", according to court documents.

'Extraordinary threat'

The IEEPA authorises the president to impose necessary economic sanctions during an emergency "to combat an unusual and extraordinary threat", the bench said.

Trump cited the IEEPA when he said trade deficits and the threat posed by the ingress of drugs into the United States justified widespread tariffs.

The decision revoking that move gave the White House 10 days to complete the bureaucratic process of halting the tariffs.

The Justice Department has defended Trump's trade strategy in court, insisting that the judiciary has very limited authority over his actions and sparking criticism that the White House was attempting to usurp the power of the other branches of government.

Trump has claimed that Americans will reap the benefits of his "America First" trade posture, pointing to early successes in deals struck with Britain and with China, the world's second-largest economy.

US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent told Bloomberg Television on Friday the lower 10% tariff rate was "contingent on countries or trading blocs coming and negotiating in good faith".

But Trump sent markets into a tailspin by threatening to hit EU goods with a 50% tariff from June 1, saying talks were "going nowhere" as negotiations with the powerful trade bloc failed to yield progress.

Brussels recently threatened to hit US goods worth nearly 100 billion euros ($113 billion) with tariffs.

Wall Street shares briefly bounced on Tuesday after Trump delayed the levies over the long holiday weekend -- although markets were down again Wednesday.

Analysts also warn that the cost of the tariffs will likely be passed on to US consumers, raising inflation and potentially leading the US central bank to hold interest rates higher for longer, further impacting financial markets.

Gregory W Meeks, the top Democrat on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, said the ruling confirmed what had long been known -- that "these tariffs are an illegal abuse of executive power".
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                  Schools told to stay open despite Covid                

                DDC notes uptick in cases post-Songkran
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                                Schools should not be closed to control a seasonal surge of Covid-19, as proper screening and isolation measures are sufficient to limit the virus's spread within education institutions, says the Department of Disease Control (DDC).
Dr Jurai Wongsawat, spokeswoman for the DDC, on Wednesday said cluster outbreaks of the virus have been identified in several settings: six outbreaks in prisons involving 198 cases, five in schools with 258 cases, two in military camps, totalling 178 cases, and one hospital cluster with 35 cases.

"We recommend schools intensify screening of students and staff. If infection is found, home isolation is sufficient. There is no need to close schools -- except in extreme cases where control becomes difficult," Dr Jurai said.

She also advised that schools should notify healthcare officials immediately if two or more Covid-19 cases are detected in the same classroom within one week.

Despite these guidelines, many schools have opted to conduct online classes out of caution. The number of infections is expected to rise during the rainy season, which typically coincides with increased flu activity. Children have been identified as a high-risk group for infection.

"The current Covid-19 outbreak in Thailand mirrors trends seen in other countries like Singapore and China. It is now in a surge phase, but with lower severity," Dr Jurai said.

She said that Covid-19 cases have sharply increased following the Songkran festival in April. The number of reported infections rose from 9,083 cases during April 20-26 to 67,484 cases from May 18-24, a figure exceeding the five-year average and last year's count for the same period. There have been 211,717 confirmed cases and 51 deaths so far this year.

The infection rate currently stands at 326 cases per 100,000 people, while the fatality rate remains relatively low at 0.08 deaths per 100,000 people. The majority of deaths -- 78% -- occurred among elderly patients, most of whom developed lung infections due to the virus.

The DDC says the JN.1 variant remains the dominant Covid-19 strain in Thailand, accounting for 63% of sequenced cases. The XEC variant is in decline, representing just 3%, which is consistent with global trends.

The Ministry of Public Health is encouraging preventive measures, such as wearing masks, practising frequent handwashing, and avoiding crowded areas. Travellers returning from countries with ongoing outbreaks should monitor their health, the ministry advised.
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                  Countries in 'Asean+' to ramp up AI investment this year                
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                                Business leaders in "Asean+" countries are expected to increase their artificial intelligence (AI) investments by 2.7 times this year in a bid to lift productivity, according to Lenovo.
This should drive demand for AI-powered PCs and hybrid/on-premises infrastructure, according to Lenovo's "CIO Playbook 2025 -- It's Time for AI-nomics" report, commissioned by Lenovo with insights provided by IDC.

The global study involved more than 2,900 respondents, including over 900 IT and business decision-makers from 12 Asia-Pacific markets, comprising India, South Korea, Japan, Australia, New Zealand as well as a group of nations the company calls Asean+, consisting of Thailand, Singapore, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia.

Thailand is among Lenovo's four largest markets in greater Asia-Pacific, comprising 11 countries, and is emerging as a potential AI hub in the region.

The business priorities of organisations in Asean+ include optimising supply chain/inventory, improving regulatory compliance and employee productivity, sustainability, and applying emerging AI technologies such as generative AI (GenAI), said Matt Codrington, vice-president and regional general manager for greater Asia-Pacific at Lenovo, during Lenovo Tech Day held in Bangkok on Tuesday.

According to Lenovo's report, Asean+ enterprises are ahead of the curve, with 53% already implementing AI and those leaders prioritising leveraging AI to optimise operations, he said.

Asean+ implemented AI use cases in customer-facing functions such as sales, while Asia-Pacific prioritises back office, the report notes.

Moreover, Asean+ is ahead in AI-powered PC readiness, with 65% of organisations already in the planning stage for AI-powered PC adoption.

There is gradual rise in AI spending, while the journey toward full-scale adoption is still evolving when it comes to AI with 47% of Asean+ organisations either evaluating or planning to implement AI within the next 12 months.

Singapore leads as the regional hub with advanced AI maturity, while other Asean+ nations are still in the early stages of adoption due to limited resources and AI expertise.

Asia-Pacific organisations expect an average return on investment of 3.6 times from their AI projects.

Mr Codrington said to address outcomes in AI, the company offers a "fast start programme" that provides a consulting service and builds proof of concept with 90 days to help businesses quickly pilot, optimise, and scale AI initiatives with expert guidance and tested frameworks.

GenAI is set to transform enterprise workflows, commanding 41% of AI implementation spending this year in Asean+, according to the report.

Sinisa Nikolic, Lenovo's director for high-performance computing AI and communication services in Asia-Pacific, said IT budgets are relatively flat, but investment in AI in Asia-Pacific grew 3.3 times compared with the global average of 2.8 times.

The highest investment was in healthcare with five times growth, while telecom recorded 3.6 times and government 3.5 times growth.

The report found 65% of organisations in Asia-Pacific are opting for on-premise or hybrid solutions to power AI workloads. This preference is driven by the need for secure, low-latency environments, and operational flexibility. Meanwhile, 19% still rely on public cloud services.

Amar Babu, president of Lenovo Asia-Pacific, acknowledged the challenging economic climate but highlighted key trends driving AI adoption in the coming years.

These include investments in AI infrastructure and services, as well as a PC refresh cycle, particularly for devices purchased during the pandemic.

The upcoming Windows 11 upgrade is also a factor, as Windows 10 support ends this October.

Woraphot Thavornwan, Lenovo's general manager for Thailand and Indochina, said as Thailand advances toward its goal of becoming a leading AI hub in the region, Thai businesses are accelerating their digital transformation with a strong focus on AI solutions that are not only innovative but also responsible and return of investment-driven.

He added that in Thailand, Lenovo was the leader for eight consecutive quarters in PC shipments and grew at a rate higher than overall market growth.

Last year, Lenovo Thailand offered "Device as a Service", which grew 300% and is expected to expand on a triple-digit basis this year, he noted.
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                                The Department of Rural Roads (DRR) has announced the completion and opening of the expanded Chaiyaphruk Road, which now features 10 lanes.
The infrastructure upgrade aims to alleviate traffic congestion and support the long-term development strategy for transport in Bangkok, Nonthaburi and Pathum Thani.

Previously, Chaiyaphruk Road was a six-lane road that handled over 40,000 vehicles daily and was plagued by severe congestion. The opening of Ratchaphruek and Kanchanaphisek Roads drew more traffic to the thoroughfare as it provided a faster connection to Pathum Thani.

DRR director-general Montri Dechasakulsom said the fully operational 10-lane road will reduce travel times for commuters, especially during rush hour, and it will accommodate expected future traffic growth, a key plus behind the change.

This aligns with Deputy Prime Minister and Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit's policy to enhance the country's transport infrastructure as well.

The expansion project, worth 902 million baht, involved widening the road to two lanes per direction from the base of Rama IV Bridge to Ratchaphruek interchange, and adding one lane per direction from Ratchaphruek interchange to Bang Kruai-Sai Noi Road, covering a total distance of nearly seven kilometres.

It also included the construction of four bridges over Khlong Phra Udom and Khlong Bang Phum canals, along with new pavements, drainage systems and street lighting.
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                New centre to track rainfall in North
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                                The Office of the National Water Resources (ONWR) has ordered the creation of a front-line water management centre to closely monitor heavy rainfall in the North.
The move comes amid growing fears that the onset of an unusually high-precipitation rainy season could trigger widespread floods, says the ONWR.

The order was issued by Digital Economy and Society Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong, who chairs the National Water Resources Committee (NWRC).

ONWR deputy secretary-general Paitoon Kengkarnchang recently led the temporary front-line water management committee's first meeting of this year in Chiang Rai province.

The meeting was attended by officials from local agencies in the North, the Royal Thai Army's (RTA) Engineer Department, the Thai Meteorological Department (TMD), the Department of Water Resources (DoWR) and the Hydro-Informatics Institute (HII), among others.

Mr Paitoon said Mr Prasert's directive to open the water management centre came as a result of his concerns about severe flooding in all areas of the country.

A commercial area in Mae Sai district of Chiang Rai already has experienced two major floods this year, mirroring last year's issues. Heavy rainfall has been recorded in many areas of the country since the middle of this month.

The need for the facility also stemmed from forecasts by the TMD and the HII, predicting heavy to very heavy rainfall across the northern and northeastern regions and in Laos until today, increasing the likelihood of widespread flooding.

The newly established centre aligns with the plan for dealing with this year's rainy season, focusing on rehearsing emergency response plans and setting up front-line centres before disasters strike.

Agencies have also been told to refine flood-monitoring and warning systems in Mae Sai district, which was heavily ravaged in last year's floods, using flood map data and meteorological radar information from the TMD.

Meanwhile, the HII will support water management planning in the district using a Mobile Mapping System (MMS) and online 3D map display systems while the Royal Irrigation Department (RID) and DoWR will adjust reservoir management plans to minimise the impact on the public.

As for long-term solutions, agencies and academic institutions will collaborate on research to improve flood forecasting and mitigation. Findings on vulnerable areas will be used to enhance preparedness and warnings.

As of Wednesday, floods in Chiang Mai have affected six districts, 19 tambons and 32 villages, with Doi Lo and San Pa Tong districts being the most severely impacted.

The Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation's Chiang Mai office reported that continuous heavy rainfall from May 25-27 caused flash floods and mudslides. Local authorities have been providing immediate assistance and warning residents.

The RID's Office 1 said the two largest reservoirs in the North still have significant capacity left.
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                                The Big Data Institute (BDI) and the National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA) have jointly established a national data bank as a central mechanism for secure and transparent collection, management and access to Thailand's big data.
The BDI is an arm of the Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry, while NSTDA falls under the Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation Ministry.

According to DES Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong, BDI plays a leading role in designing the system and driving its implementation, with the goal of making data the foundation for policy planning, public service delivery, and the development of innovations that address the country's needs.

Mr Prasert said the establishment of the national data bank is in line with the National AI Committee's policy.

Thailand is entering a critical phase in its digital transformation, where data and artificial intelligence (AI) are no longer just supporting tools but are becoming the country's new foundational infrastructure, he added.

Tiranee Achalakul, president of the BDI, said the institute had laid the groundwork to shift Thailand's data ecosystem from siloed operations to a more systematic, collaborative approach.

She said initiatives such as Health Link, which connects healthcare data nationwide, Travel Link, which analyses spatial travel data, and the City Data Platform, which enables data-driven urban decision-making, all signify a structural shift in Thailand's data landscape.

Ms Tiranee said BDI aims to transform data into a powerful tool for policymaking, enhancing public services, and fostering innovations that genuinely address the needs of the people.

At the heart of this mission is the development of the Data Integration and Intelligence Platform (D-II).

Rather than creating an entirely new data system, D-II is designed to integrate and connect existing data from various sectors, supporting more effective policy planning and propelling Thailand toward becoming a data-driven nation.

These include the creation of a Data Linkage Engine, which serves as a technological backbone enabling seamless data connection and interoperability with systems such as the Data Catalog, ensuring a robust infrastructure that can connect with agency-level data sources.

In addition, BDI is actively advancing the development of ThaiLLM (Thai Large Language Model), an open-source, open-licence AI infrastructure tailored specifically for the Thai language.

Funded by the Digital Economy and Society Development Fund, this initiative represents a collaborative effort between BDI and leading institutions, including the National Electronics and Computer Technology Center, the Vidyasirimedhi Institute of Science and Technology, the Artificial Intelligence Entrepreneur Association of Thailand, and the Artificial Intelligence Association of Thailand.

Designed to be widely accessible and adaptable, this infrastructure empowers government agencies, private sector entities, and technologists across the country to build upon it and drive innovation.

The ThaiLLM project has been operational for three months and Thai-language data has been gathered from key sources, including the National Library.

In parallel, the ThaiLLM Data Bank has been developed and is now operational, housing over 245 gigabytes of Thai language data.
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                                SET-listed developer Central Pattana (CPN) is planning to launch nine new residential projects worth a combined 16 billion baht, including a luxury single-detached house project in Krabi where it expects to open a new shopping mall in October.
Wallaya Chirathivat, president and chief executive, said the Krabi projects, including a high-end condo, will mark the third retail-led mixed-use development by the company, featuring low-rise housing alongside retail.

"Since we began residential development a decade ago, we have focused on integrating housing projects with our shopping centres," she said.

"This approach has been well received by customers, as it aligns with their lifestyle needs."

The first two retail-led mixed-use developments featuring single detached houses were in Nakhon Pathom and Phitsanulok, while more than 20 similar projects with condos have already been developed nationwide.

The residential projects in Krabi -- the province's first launch by a SET-listed developer -- includes Baan Ninya Krabi, comprising 100 single detached houses, and Phyll Krabi, a condo project with unit prices starting from 4 million baht.

Baan Ninya Krabi will be located on a 40-rai plot near Central Krabi, one of CPN's new shopping malls scheduled to open in October.

The first phase featuring 10 units priced at an average of 18 million baht will be launched in August.

CPN acquired more than 110 rai on both sides of Phetchkasem Road in Krabi's Mueang district, where it is constructing Central Krabi on 40 rai and plans to develop the residential projects on the remaining 70 rai.

"Our main target buyers are local business owners in Krabi seeking a luxury home near a shopping mall," she said. "We also expect demand from Bangkok residents looking for vacation homes, as well as retirees, foreign tourists and digital nomads."

Mrs Wallaya said CPN has set a five-year investment budget of 120 billion baht, with 10% or 12 billion baht allocated for residential development, covering both land acquisition and construction.

The nine new residential projects planned for launch this year include five in Bangkok, including four single detached house projects and one condo, two in Krabi, and one condo project each in Phuket and Chon Buri.

With a sales backlog of 5.75 billion baht at the end of 2024, 38% of which will be recognised in 2025, CPN aims to achieve 7 billion baht in revenue this year, up from 6.2 billion baht in 2024.

Kree Dejchai, president of CPN Residence, said the company aims to become one of the top 10 SET-listed residential developers. While it wants to grow faster, current economic conditions have limited that ambition.

"We want strong performance numbers, but we won't take unnecessary risks," Mr Kree said.

"The company closely monitors market demand. Although we don't have a large stock of low-rise houses, we will proceed cautiously with new launches as the low-rise trend is slowing. Instead, the company is focusing on our existing condo inventory."

From today until June 1, CPN is hosting an event at CentralWorld in Central Court on the first floor to showcase single detached houses, condos and townhouses with unit prices ranging from 1.39 to 52 million baht in Bangkok and 10 other provinces nationwide.
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                                Foreign "zero-dollar" factories, including those that enter Thailand in the form of foreign direct investment, are causing grave concern among industry leaders who fear they will deal a further blow to Thai manufacturing, according to the latest survey conducted by the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
Zero-dollar factories are used to describe foreign factories that are set up in Thailand but contribute little or no benefit to the economy. Factory owners run their nominee businesses through Thai proxies with the aim of earning money for their parent firms overseas.

This poses a serious threat to local manufacturers, who are already struggling with weak consumer purchasing power and global economic uncertainties stemming from Washington's trade policy, according to the FTI.

Up to 86.9% of 145 FTI executives across 47 industries believe foreign-run zero-dollar factories are having a "considerable" impact on Thai industries, said ML Peekthong Thongyai, vice-chairman of the FTI.

He did not specify which countries the foreign factory operators originate from.

Around 11% of respondents said these factories cause a moderate impact, while only 2.1% believed they have little impact on local industries.

Thailand's ineffective legal measures against zero-dollar factories are blamed for the problem.

Loopholes in Thai law that allow these foreign businesspeople to invest in the country received the most votes (74.5%) among respondents, followed by the relocation of production facilities to Thailand to avoid the impact of the trade war (58.6%), the foreign investment promotion policy (26.9%), and strict environmental protection laws in the home countries of the foreign businesspeople (24.8%), according to the findings.

The Industry Ministry has been alerted to the issue and has already set up a special team to deal with illegal and zero-dollar factories.

"Most respondents support the ministry's efforts," said ML Peekthong, adding that more than half of respondents admired the officials' work.

According to the pollster, most FTI executives want the government to tighten the criteria for factory establishment by foreigners (52.4%) and crack down on nominee businesses (51.7%). They also want the government to track and monitor business transactions, including tax payments and employment, of suspected firms (31.7%).
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                                A number of Chinese travel agents believe the worst is behind Thailand, with arrivals from China gradually increasing and set to reach the minimum target of 5 million this year.
However, the Federation of Thai Tourism Associations (Fetta) submitted an open letter to Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, urging immediate measures to prevent 4.6 million workers from losing their jobs.

Xiang Shen, chief executive of Shanghai Wan Guo International Travel Service, said Thai tour package sales dropped by 70% this year, as the Chinese market pivots to other destinations, particularly Japan, which has become the most popular destination. 

According to the Association of Thai Travel Agents, the number of flights from China to Japan increased by 53% year-on-year during the Labour Day holiday earlier this month, while flights bound for Thailand continued to decline.

However, in terms of tourism products, both Japan and Thailand have different offerings that cannot replace each other, and this could still be an advantage of Thailand in the long run, said Mr Shen.

He said if tourism confidence among Chinese travellers could be restored within this year, Thailand should be able to attract at least 5 million arrivals from the mainland.

Based on the unofficial revised target, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) expects to attract 5 million Chinese this year, rising 2.6% from 2024, while revenue should reach 314 billion baht, dropping by 19%.

Speaking at the Sawasdee Nihao event on Thursday, Mr Shen said the TAT's target is feasible if considering Thai tourism's performance in the first quarter, which welcomed around 1.3 million Chinese tourists.

"If there are no further negative incidents, and Thailand can maintain the quarterly arrival number at 1.3 million over the next three quarters, reaching the minimum of 5 million will not be difficult," said Mr Chen. "However, the government should remain active in reinstating safety measures and promoting the market with Chinese travel agents."

He said the weakest period for the Chinese market in Thailand is typically May and June.

However, the trend this year has changed as the nadir was reached in March and April, and the market has gradually improved this month.

During the Sawasdee Nihao campaign, Fetta submitted an open letter to Ms Paetongtarn, urging a rapid government response to the tourism crisis as 4.6 million workers in the tourism sector risk losing their jobs.

The government should invite high-ranking officials from China to visit Thailand during the celebration of 50 years of China-Thailand relations on July 1, according to Fetta.

Other measures that should be implemented include reducing the visa period from 60 days to 15 days, supporting promotions via 10,000 chartered flights to stimulate 10 billion baht in revenue for Thai tourism and convincing tourists about the reliable safety measures.
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                                BENGALURU -- Ample supplies and expectations of another bumper crop in India kept rice export prices near a two-year low this week, while Vietnam and Thailand saw muted activity.
India's 5% broken parboiled variety was quoted at US$382-$389 per tonne - its lowest level since June 2023 - unchanged from last week. Indian 5% broken white rice was priced at $375 to $381 per tonne this week.

The weather department has forecast above-average monsoon rainfall, which will help farmers expand the area under rice cultivation and boost production, a Mumbai-based trader said.

On Wednesday, India raised the price at which it will buy the new-season common rice paddy variety from local farmers by 3%, the lowest increase in five years, as New Delhi struggles to manage overflowing granaries after last year's record harvest.

Meanwhile, Thailand's 5% broken rice was quoted at $405-$410 per tonne, unchanged from last week.

Traders said demand has been quiet with no major deals taking place, while supply has been ample as good yield from the recent harvest entered the market.

[image: A farmer carries rice straw in a paddy field in the Samrong district of Ubon Ratchathani, Thailand. (File photo: Bloomberg)]
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Vietnam's 5% broken rice was offered at $396 per metric tonne on Thursday, slightly down from $397 a week ago, according to the Vietnam Food Association.

"Trading activity is weak and so is demand," a trader based in Ho Chi Minh City said.

Vietnam's Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VCCI) recently asked the Ministry of Industry and Trade to ease its regulations to help boost rice exports, state media reported earlier this week.

VCCI said the ministry's current regulation that requires rice exporters to own rice warehouses is barring small exporters from entering the market, adding that they should be able to rent warehouses if needed.

Elsewhere, Bangladesh's current local rice procurement drive is progressing slowly, despite a 9% hike in purchase rates, as higher market prices and shortcomings in the buying process hinder progress.

Launched on April 24, the initiative aims to procure 1.75 million tonnes of rice and paddy, with parboiled rice being bought at 49 taka ($0.4026) per kilogramme and paddy at 36 taka per kg.


	Opinion: Thailand's painful rice pledging memories
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                                A total of 3,921 businesses in Thailand ceased operations in the first four months of 2025, an increase of 8.3% compared to the same period last year, according to the Department of Business Development.
With lawmakers expressing concern over rising business closures during this week's debate on the government's 3.78-trillion-baht budget for fiscal 2026, the department reported that the total registered capital of closed businesses was 15.99 billion baht.

The top three sectors with the highest closures are:


	General construction - 372 closures, registered capital of 652 million baht

	Real estate - 184 closures, registered capital of 912 million baht

	Restaurants/eateries - 159 closures, registered capital of 391 million baht.



Key factors behind closures include soaring household debts that have reduced consumer spending, a volatile global economy and uncertainty over US trade policies, the department said this week.

New business registrations totalled 30,148 during the same period, though this reflects a decrease of 1,385 registrations, or 4.4%, from the first four months of 2024.

The most active sectors for new establishments are:


	General construction - 2,394 registrations, registered capital of 5.1 billion baht

	Real estate - 2,047 registrations, registered capital of 7.83 billion baht

	Restaurants/eateries - 1,237 registrations.



Kasikorn Research Centre (K-Research) predicted that more Thai factories will close this year than in the past two years, citing a weakening manufacturing sector and ongoing economic challenges.

The four-day budget debate in the House of Representatives is scheduled to conclude with a vote on first reading scheduled for Saturday at 6pm.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3037430/thai-business-closures-rise-8-3-in-first-four-months



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Indonesia probes graft at state oil firm                

                Singapore-based oil traders summoned for meetings next week
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: PT Pertamina workers load fuel at a terminal in Pematang Siantar, North Sumatra province. (Photo: Antara Foto/Irsan Mulyadi via Reuters)]
                                              
                          PT Pertamina workers load fuel at a terminal in Pematang Siantar, North Sumatra province. (Photo: Antara Foto/Irsan Mulyadi via Reuters)                        

                                          

                  

                                Indonesian investigators have asked Singapore-based oil traders to attend meetings in the city-state next week as part of a $12-billion corruption investigation into the state-owned oil company PT Pertamina.
The requests from the attorney general's office (AGO) come after earlier notices were sent over the past month, seeking cooperation in the investigation into alleged corrupt practices at Pertamina.

Previously, the AGO had asked the traders to attend in-person meetings in Jakarta, and also suggested the office of Singapore's Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau as a possible venue, without specifying a date.

Some Singapore-based traders have been summoned for questioning from Monday through Wednesday next week, although the AGO hasn't yet received confirmation on whether they will show up, said AGO spokesman Harli Siregar.

"What matters is that they're willing to be questioned," he said via text message. "If investigators have to go (to Singapore), that's not a problem. We'll just wait and hope everything goes smoothly as scheduled."

Singapore-based traders and companies that have received the requests have sought external legal advice on their obligation to accede to demands by a foreign entity in the city-state, according to people directly involved in these efforts, who asked not to be identified as they're not authorised to speak publicly.

A number of executives at subsidiaries of Pertamina were arrested earlier this year for alleged corruption related to oil imports between 2018 and 2023 that caused $12 billion in state losses.

Pertamina publicly apologised and promised to improve transparency following the arrests.
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                                Thailand's largest wind power producer plans to spend 65 billion baht to almost triple generating capacity over the next 12 years, and will go public to fund the expansion.
Wind Energy Holding Co Ltd is targeting 2,000 megawatts of domestic installed capacity by 2037, from the current 700 megawatts, chief executive officer Nuttpasint Chet-Udomlap said in an interview in Bangkok. It is also exploring projects in the Philippines, he said.

The closely held company will fund its growth with an initial public offering on the Stock Exchange of Thailand, although that is currently in limbo while it resolves legal issues, according to Mr Nuttpasint. Wind Energy's net income and revenue both fell by more than 20% in 2024.

The generator's expansion plan dovetails with the Thai government's goal of adding around 16,000MW of renewable power capacity, including atomic energy, from 2026 to 2037. That would take clean power in the country to more than a third of the total, up from 23% last year.

"Our expertise and specialist in wind energy will boost our leverage in the coming bids for the new projects," Mr Nuttpasint said. Wind Energy has acquired land and secured vendors to prepare for the government's new auctions, he said.

Nopporn Suppipat, who founded the company in 2006, won a ruling in the UK court in 2023 to recover more than $800 million over allegations he faced political pressure and was forced to sell his shares at a massive discount.

Mr Nopporn fled Thailand after facing a lese-majeste charge in 2014, which he said was part of the campaign to force him to sell his shares.

Wind Energy has also had to go to a Thai court regarding its dividend payout in relation to those shares.

The company will proceed with the IPO as soon as those disputes are settled, Mr Nuttpasint said. He said he was closely following legal proceedings in Thailand, but had little knowledge about the progress of the court case in the UK.

Outside of China, the wind industry has struggled in recent years due to rising costs for materials like steel and cement. Annual additions outside China fell to 36 gigawatts last year, the lowest since 2019.

The sector may rebound in 2025, with ex-China installations expected to rise 44%, according to BloombergNEF.
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                                WASHINGTON - A US federal court has blocked most of Donald Trump's sweeping import tariffs from going into effect, ruling that the president had overstepped his authority with the across-the-board global levies.
The opinion marks a significant setback to the Republican leader as he bids to redraw the US trading relationship with the world by forcing governments to the negotiating table through tough new levies.

Trump's global trade war has roiled financial markets with a stop-start rollout of levies that are aimed at punishing economies that sell more to the United States than they buy.

But the three-judge Court of International Trade effectively called a ceasefire, barring most of the restrictions that the president has announced since taking office.

The White House slammed the ruling and said it would file an immediate appeal. 

A Trump spokesman argued that "unelected judges" have no right to weigh in on the president's actions to address what the administration frames as a "national emergency".

"President Trump pledged to put America first, and the administration is committed to using every lever of executive power to address this crisis and restore American greatness," said Kush Desai.

One of Trump's closest White House aides, Stephen Miller, was less diplomatic as he took to social media to decry a "judicial coup" that he said was "out of control".

Trump unveiled sweeping tariffs on most trading partners on April 2, with a baseline 10%, plus steeper duties on dozens of economies, including China and the European Union.

The court ruling on Wednesday also quashes duties that Trump imposed on Canada, Mexico and China separately using emergency powers.

Markets were thrown into turmoil after Trump's initial tariff announcement on April 2 but calmed after he paused the broader tariffs on dozens of countries for 90 days.

The moratorium will expire on July 9, and the administration has said it would assign a tariff rate to any country that has not reached a trade deal with Washington by then.

Trump has also suspended some of the higher tariffs pending negotiations with individual countries and blocs.

'Unconstitutional'

The federal trade court was ruling in two separate cases -- brought by businesses and a coalition of state governments -- arguing that the president's actions violated the power of purse given to Congress under the constitution.

"The question in the two cases before the court is whether the International Emergency Economic Powers Act of 1977 (IEEPA) delegates these powers to the president in the form of authority to impose unlimited tariffs on goods from nearly every country in the world," the three-judge panel wrote in an unsigned opinion.

"The court does not read IEEPA to confer such unbounded authority and sets aside the challenged tariffs imposed thereunder."

The court, which adjudicates civil cases arising from trade disputes, said that any interpretation of the IEEPA that "delegates unlimited tariff authority is unconstitutional", according to court documents.

'Extraordinary threat'

The IEEPA authorises the president to impose necessary economic sanctions during an emergency "to combat an unusual and extraordinary threat", the bench said.

Trump cited the IEEPA when he said trade deficits and the threat posed by the ingress of drugs into the United States justified widespread tariffs.

The decision revoking that move gave the White House 10 days to complete the bureaucratic process of halting the tariffs.

The Justice Department has defended Trump's trade strategy in court, insisting that the judiciary has very limited authority over his actions and sparking criticism that the White House was attempting to usurp the power of the other branches of government.

Trump has claimed that Americans will reap the benefits of his "America First" trade posture, pointing to early successes in deals struck with Britain and with China, the world's second-largest economy.

US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent told Bloomberg Television on Friday the lower 10% tariff rate was "contingent on countries or trading blocs coming and negotiating in good faith".

But Trump sent markets into a tailspin by threatening to hit EU goods with a 50% tariff from June 1, saying talks were "going nowhere" as negotiations with the powerful trade bloc failed to yield progress.

Brussels recently threatened to hit US goods worth nearly 100 billion euros ($113 billion) with tariffs.

Wall Street shares briefly bounced on Tuesday after Trump delayed the levies over the long holiday weekend -- although markets were down again Wednesday.

Analysts also warn that the cost of the tariffs will likely be passed on to US consumers, raising inflation and potentially leading the US central bank to hold interest rates higher for longer, further impacting financial markets.

Gregory W Meeks, the top Democrat on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, said the ruling confirmed what had long been known -- that "these tariffs are an illegal abuse of executive power".
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                                KEX Express (Thailand) Plc, formerly known as Kerry Express, is focusing on advanced technology and strategic business partnerships to fuel its growth, according to new chief executive Jiawei Zhang.
With more than 20 years of experience in the regional logistics industry, Mr Zhang is spearheading a transformation to position KEX as a technology-driven logistics company.

He said his vision is to set new standards for express delivery services, while also supporting the growth of the Thai economy.

Mr Zhang said that amid various challenges, KEX is driving long-term growth by continuously developing and adopting new strategies and ideas.

The company focuses on advanced technology, employee development, and strategic business partnerships to create synergies.

This not only enhances operational efficiency and business sustainability, but also helps elevate Thailand's logistics industry and supply chain to better withstand significant transformations and drive national economic growth, Mr Zhang added.

In 2025, the express delivery business is projected to continue growing amid fierce competition and evolving challenges.

KEX remains committed to enhancing its service quality through cutting-edge technology. The company is transforming into a logistics tech company with global standards, making reliable, fast, and convenient delivery solutions accessible to everyone, Mr Zhang said.

Technological advancements are being integrated into logistics processes, including real-time performance tracking and smart systems for parcel storage, sorting and distribution.

Another strategy is forming partnerships with organisations that offer complementary strengths, to broaden consumer reach and reinforce its business network. This supports the company's core strategy of business diversification, said Mr Zhang.

The company recently announced plans to delist from the Stock Exchange of Thailand on completion of a tender offer by major shareholder SF International Holding (Thailand), or SFTH.

In a filing to the SET, on April 30 the KEX board proposed that the general shareholders' meeting on June 20 approve the voluntary delisting of the logistics and delivery company.

SFTH, which holds 81.43% of total issued shares of KEX, has expressed its intent to make a tender offer for all 651 million ordinary shares (18.57%) it does not hold.
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                                Business leaders in "Asean+" countries are expected to increase their artificial intelligence (AI) investments by 2.7 times this year in a bid to lift productivity, according to Lenovo.
This should drive demand for AI-powered PCs and hybrid/on-premises infrastructure, according to Lenovo's "CIO Playbook 2025 -- It's Time for AI-nomics" report, commissioned by Lenovo with insights provided by IDC.

The global study involved more than 2,900 respondents, including over 900 IT and business decision-makers from 12 Asia-Pacific markets, comprising India, South Korea, Japan, Australia, New Zealand as well as a group of nations the company calls Asean+, consisting of Thailand, Singapore, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia.

Thailand is among Lenovo's four largest markets in greater Asia-Pacific, comprising 11 countries, and is emerging as a potential AI hub in the region.

The business priorities of organisations in Asean+ include optimising supply chain/inventory, improving regulatory compliance and employee productivity, sustainability, and applying emerging AI technologies such as generative AI (GenAI), said Matt Codrington, vice-president and regional general manager for greater Asia-Pacific at Lenovo, during Lenovo Tech Day held in Bangkok on Tuesday.

According to Lenovo's report, Asean+ enterprises are ahead of the curve, with 53% already implementing AI and those leaders prioritising leveraging AI to optimise operations, he said.

Asean+ implemented AI use cases in customer-facing functions such as sales, while Asia-Pacific prioritises back office, the report notes.

Moreover, Asean+ is ahead in AI-powered PC readiness, with 65% of organisations already in the planning stage for AI-powered PC adoption.

There is gradual rise in AI spending, while the journey toward full-scale adoption is still evolving when it comes to AI with 47% of Asean+ organisations either evaluating or planning to implement AI within the next 12 months.

Singapore leads as the regional hub with advanced AI maturity, while other Asean+ nations are still in the early stages of adoption due to limited resources and AI expertise.

Asia-Pacific organisations expect an average return on investment of 3.6 times from their AI projects.

Mr Codrington said to address outcomes in AI, the company offers a "fast start programme" that provides a consulting service and builds proof of concept with 90 days to help businesses quickly pilot, optimise, and scale AI initiatives with expert guidance and tested frameworks.

GenAI is set to transform enterprise workflows, commanding 41% of AI implementation spending this year in Asean+, according to the report.

Sinisa Nikolic, Lenovo's director for high-performance computing AI and communication services in Asia-Pacific, said IT budgets are relatively flat, but investment in AI in Asia-Pacific grew 3.3 times compared with the global average of 2.8 times.

The highest investment was in healthcare with five times growth, while telecom recorded 3.6 times and government 3.5 times growth.

The report found 65% of organisations in Asia-Pacific are opting for on-premise or hybrid solutions to power AI workloads. This preference is driven by the need for secure, low-latency environments, and operational flexibility. Meanwhile, 19% still rely on public cloud services.

Amar Babu, president of Lenovo Asia-Pacific, acknowledged the challenging economic climate but highlighted key trends driving AI adoption in the coming years.

These include investments in AI infrastructure and services, as well as a PC refresh cycle, particularly for devices purchased during the pandemic.

The upcoming Windows 11 upgrade is also a factor, as Windows 10 support ends this October.

Woraphot Thavornwan, Lenovo's general manager for Thailand and Indochina, said as Thailand advances toward its goal of becoming a leading AI hub in the region, Thai businesses are accelerating their digital transformation with a strong focus on AI solutions that are not only innovative but also responsible and return of investment-driven.

He added that in Thailand, Lenovo was the leader for eight consecutive quarters in PC shipments and grew at a rate higher than overall market growth.

Last year, Lenovo Thailand offered "Device as a Service", which grew 300% and is expected to expand on a triple-digit basis this year, he noted.
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                                The Big Data Institute (BDI) and the National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA) have jointly established a national data bank as a central mechanism for secure and transparent collection, management and access to Thailand's big data.
The BDI is an arm of the Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry, while NSTDA falls under the Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation Ministry.

According to DES Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong, BDI plays a leading role in designing the system and driving its implementation, with the goal of making data the foundation for policy planning, public service delivery, and the development of innovations that address the country's needs.

Mr Prasert said the establishment of the national data bank is in line with the National AI Committee's policy.

Thailand is entering a critical phase in its digital transformation, where data and artificial intelligence (AI) are no longer just supporting tools but are becoming the country's new foundational infrastructure, he added.

Tiranee Achalakul, president of the BDI, said the institute had laid the groundwork to shift Thailand's data ecosystem from siloed operations to a more systematic, collaborative approach.

She said initiatives such as Health Link, which connects healthcare data nationwide, Travel Link, which analyses spatial travel data, and the City Data Platform, which enables data-driven urban decision-making, all signify a structural shift in Thailand's data landscape.

Ms Tiranee said BDI aims to transform data into a powerful tool for policymaking, enhancing public services, and fostering innovations that genuinely address the needs of the people.

At the heart of this mission is the development of the Data Integration and Intelligence Platform (D-II).

Rather than creating an entirely new data system, D-II is designed to integrate and connect existing data from various sectors, supporting more effective policy planning and propelling Thailand toward becoming a data-driven nation.

These include the creation of a Data Linkage Engine, which serves as a technological backbone enabling seamless data connection and interoperability with systems such as the Data Catalog, ensuring a robust infrastructure that can connect with agency-level data sources.

In addition, BDI is actively advancing the development of ThaiLLM (Thai Large Language Model), an open-source, open-licence AI infrastructure tailored specifically for the Thai language.

Funded by the Digital Economy and Society Development Fund, this initiative represents a collaborative effort between BDI and leading institutions, including the National Electronics and Computer Technology Center, the Vidyasirimedhi Institute of Science and Technology, the Artificial Intelligence Entrepreneur Association of Thailand, and the Artificial Intelligence Association of Thailand.

Designed to be widely accessible and adaptable, this infrastructure empowers government agencies, private sector entities, and technologists across the country to build upon it and drive innovation.

The ThaiLLM project has been operational for three months and Thai-language data has been gathered from key sources, including the National Library.

In parallel, the ThaiLLM Data Bank has been developed and is now operational, housing over 245 gigabytes of Thai language data.
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        Where is US economic policy taking us this time?
        Although this year is not even half over, it is already likely to feature in history books as one of extreme policy-induced volatility -- not only in financial markets but also in terms of economic narratives and international relations. But where it will lead remains to be seen. Are we witnessing the fragmenting of the US domestic and international order, or just a bumpy ride towards a...

      

      
        Breaking the silence over North Korea
        Speaking out to break the information barrier inside the North Korean dictatorship is in itself nothing new, and usually quickly forgotten. North Korean exiles, friendly governments, and humanitarian organisations periodically raise the oft-forsaken banner of human rights, only to be confronted by realpolitik through another round of North Korean missile launches or nuclear proliferation.

      

      
        Thailand has lost its last growth engine
        Thailand has lost its last engine of growth and people are abandoning hope for a decent life.

      

      
        Food street fad hits wall
        The recent plea by Banthat Thong Road restaurateurs for urgent assistance from the government should serve as a wake-up call, not a rallying cry for rescue packages. Their predicament, while unfortunate for individual operators, epitomises the unsustainable practices of building businesses on social media spectacle rather than culinary excellence.

      

      
        Painful rice-pledging memories
        The Supreme Administrative Court ruling ordering former prime minister Yingluck Shinawatra to compensate the state for damages caused by her government's rice-pledging scheme between 2011 and 2014 -- amounting to tens of billions of baht -- has reawakened painful memories for me as I worked as a commissioner at the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) more than a decade ago.

      

      
        PM must put family aside
        The Administrative Court's press statement on Monday was unusual for the Thai judicial system. Ordinarily, the courts go into silent mode after reading a lengthy verdict. Those who wish to understand the ruling must wait several days until the full version is uploaded to the official court website.

      

      
        US fiscal state is everyone's issue
        As Donald Trump's "big, beautiful" tax bill heads to the US Senate, investors everywhere are growing increasingly uneasy. On May 16, the credit-rating agency Moody's downgraded US sovereign debt from its long-held triple-A status to Aa1 -- following similar decisions by Standard &amp; Poor's (in 2011) and Fitch Ratings (2023). Given the sheer volume of US debt -- which now stands at $36...

      

      
        Thai climate ambitions face trade heat
        Early last month, the US announced plans to impose a reciprocal tariff rate of 36% on goods originating from Thailand due to a trade deficit. This set off alarm bells between Thai policymakers and export-oriented business sectors. So, efforts are underway to negotiate a deal that would safeguard Thailand's highly fruitful trade relationship with the US.

      

      
        Women's role in war must extend to peace
        Despite all the progress that has been made toward gender equality globally, many are still tempted to view armed conflict as primarily the domain of men. In fact, women often prove decisive in such settings, including in combat, non-combat, and leadership roles. Nonetheless, they are routinely sidelined in formal peace processes and post-conflict governance. This pattern reflects a moral and...

      

      
        Social media and Thai-Cambodian ties
        After two full days of intense discussions, senior Cambodian officials, journalists, and Phnom Penh-based Thai diplomats and representatives of the private sector, unanimously agreed on the pivotal role of social media -- it can either promote peace or instigate war.
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																Although this year is not even half over, it is already likely to feature in history books as one of extreme policy-induced volatility -- not only in financial markets but also in terms of economic narratives and international relations. But where it will lead remains to be seen. Are we witnessing the fragmenting of the US domestic and international order, or just a bumpy ride towards a beneficial rewiring of both?
We have already seen the S&P 500 nearly drop into a bear market (a decline of 20% from the recent high), only to climb back and end up broadly unchanged for the year. Bond yields have been all over the place, partly owing to a stomach-churningly volatile macroeconomic outlook. The probability of a US recession started the year below 10%, peaked in April at nearly 70%, and fell back below 40% just a month later.

And remember, the United States is not only the world's largest economy. With mature institutions, deep financial markets, and as the issuer of the global reserve currency, the US is who others entrust with their own savings and wealth. What happens in the US does not stay there. No wonder "uncertainty measures" for companies and households have been off the charts this year. As the Bloomberg columnist Justin Fox observes, "uncertainty has never felt this uncertain".

The immediate cause is the volatility in US tariff policy, which has provoked reactions from other systemically important countries. But trade is not the only issue. As the US and others push the limits on debt and deficits, the bond vigilantes have been roused from their slumber.

In the process, traditional US equity-bond-currency correlations have been undermined, and recent attempts to shrink or reform the public sector seem to have produced more questions than answers.

Against this backdrop, one finds a remarkably wide range of views among professional economists. For example, some see the recent thaw in US-China trade tensions as marking a fundamental shift in the Trump administration's approach (prompted by fear of "empty shelves"), whereas others see it as only a temporary pause that will be followed by more difficulties.

The same applies to US-Europe trade relations. Some see Mr Trump's threat to impose 50% tariffs on imports from the European Union as the start of a tit-for-tat process that will have adverse direct and indirect effects on both economies and the wider world. But, especially with the postponement of the initial deadline, others see it as another sign of the US pursuing an "escalate to de-escalate" strategy.

Looming over these differences is the question of whether the US and global economy are being fundamentally revamped. Has the toothpaste already been squeezed out of the tube, or will today's turmoil be more like the Covid-19 experience, when we largely returned to where we had started?

Five issues will determine where we go from here. The first is tariffs. The latest twists and turns could imply that US policymakers' primary motive is to achieve a fairer trading system through the "escalate to de-escalate" approach. If so, this goal should eventually sideline some of the other stated (contradictory) priorities: generating large revenues and significant reshoring of manufacturing.

A second factor will be the bond market. The return of the bond vigilantes has already markedly increased yields on long-dated government bonds - with Japan's soaring to historic highs. Given the potentially disruptive implications, rising bond yields could act as a preemptive form of discipline; alternatively, markets and economies could become even more vulnerable to sudden dislocations in the cost of borrowing for governments, companies, and households.

The third issue is the clash between economic and national-security considerations. Behind the tariff imbroglio is a tug-of-war between dovish economic officials who support dealmaking and hawks who feel that short-term pain is necessary to improve America's security -- not least by derailing China's development. Which side will prevail?

The fourth issue concerns how other countries react. Today's US policy-induced volatility is leading some to question their long-standing adherence to a US-centred trade and payments system. To what extent has basic trust been eroded, and could America's loss of credibility accelerate the development of alternative systems?

The last issue is corporate behaviour. Will CEOs use this period merely to stock up on inventories, or will they pursue more far-reaching changes? Are they confident in their ability to pass the costs of tariffs on to consumers, and has their view on capital expenditures fundamentally changed?

Once we extend the analysis beyond this year, we confront an even larger issue. Indeed, rather than think of the tariff-induced volatility as the main cause of economic uncertainty, we should see it as an accelerant of bigger structural changes.

Some traditional economic tools were already being undermined by structural shifts in the international trading system, the diversification of supply chains, and (in many cases) the prioritisation of resilience over efficiency. National security and domestic considerations were already overtaking economic ones. Confidence in institutions, national and multilateral, was already being eroded.

This big-picture framing is important, because it reinforces the notion that the global economy is on a bumpy journey towards an uncertain destination. We could be hurtling towards recession, stagflation, and the fragmentation of global trade and payments systems. Or we could be in the early stages of a Ronald Reagan- or Margaret Thatcher-style rewiring that will eventually bring greater productivity gains, higher growth potential, less threatening deficits and debt, a fairer trading order, and a more stable payments system.

Of course, even the optimists should acknowledge that this is a 50-50 proposition at best. In the meantime, we will all need to muster the resilience to endure prolonged uncertainty, and with it the flexibility to prepare for vastly different future scenarios. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Mohamed A El-Erian, President of Queens' College at the University of Cambridge, is a professor at the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, the author of 'The Only Game in Town: Central Banks, Instability, and Avoiding the Next Collapse' (Random House, 2016), and a co-author (with Gordon Brown, Michael Spence, and Reid Lidow) of 'Permacrisis: A Plan to Fix a Fractured World' (Simon & Schuster, 2023).
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																Speaking out to break the information barrier inside the North Korean dictatorship is in itself nothing new, and usually quickly forgotten. North Korean exiles, friendly governments, and humanitarian organisations periodically raise the oft-forsaken banner of human rights, only to be confronted by realpolitik through another round of North Korean missile launches or nuclear proliferation.
Now, for the first time, the whole UN General Assembly held a high-level plenary meeting focused exclusively on human rights abuses in the quaintly titled Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), aka North Korea. The session featured recent North Korean escapees, reports from human rights monitors, and national delegations.

For generations, the Korean people have been arbitrarily divided into a South/North separation. Just three years after the end of World War II, Soviet dictator Josef Stalin selected Kim Il-sung, a minor anti-Japanese resistance leader, to be the supreme leader of North Korea. That was in 1948. His family has ruled there ever since, in a bizarre Marxist dynasty form, unseen anywhere in the world.

Elizabeth Salmon, the UN's Special Representative for Human Rights in North Korea, stated: "For over five years, people in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea have been living in absolute isolation. The government's excessive measures, placed during the Covid-19 pandemic, worsened an already dire human rights situation in the country."

She added, "While isolating itself from most of the external world, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea has admitted that they have deployed its soldiers to the Russia-Ukraine conflict...The serious human rights violations in the DPRK continue and are even worsening in this unprecedented isolation."

The UN's Special Rapporteur warned that the country is "facing the worst humanitarian crisis since the disastrous famine in the late 1990s".

But the highlights of the hearing were two North Korean escapees: Gyuri Kang, 24, who fled North Korea in 2023 aboard a small wooden boat with her mother and aunt, who described how the regime publicly executed people for watching or distributing South Korean dramas.

Ms Kang told delegates, "Three of my friends were publicly executed, two were killed for distributing South Korean dramas. One was just 19 years old."

In 2020, the Pyongyang regime passed the Anti-Reactionary Ideology and Culture Act, imposing harsh penalties, including death, for watching or distributing foreign media.

The other speaker, Eun-joo Kim, who escaped North Korea in 1999 at age 12, recounted an escape with her mother and sister into China, only to be faced with exploitation and human trafficking.

Meanwhile, North Korea's envoy Song Kim strongly condemned the meeting.

A delegate from Lithuania, speaking on behalf of the Baltic states, warned of an entrenched humanitarian crisis paralleling the political crackdowns.

"The prolonged closure of the DPRK's borders by the regime in North Korea has significantly exacerbated an already dire humanitarian crisis. Food insecurity has reached its gravest level in decades: the World Food Programme estimates that 10.7 million people, more than 40% of the population, are under-nourished."

Japan's UN ambassador Yamazaki Kazuyuki added that the "situation in the DPRK underscored that its human rights violations are also inextricably linked with the building up of its military capabilities, including the pursuit of unlawful WMD and ballistic missile programmes."

Riley Barnes, speaking for the US, stressed, "The suffering of the North Korean people is not incidental, it is systemic, coordinated, methodical, and organised."

Nonetheless, the assembly debate witnessed pushback from Pyongyang's allies, among them Russia, China, Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela.

The DPRK remains a dystopian society where social services, food production and free movement are perpetually restricted at the expense of a modernising military state.

Only recently, DPRK dictator Kim Jong-un, the third member of his family to lead the secretive state since 1948, was again accompanied at an official function by his teenage daughter, Kim Ju-ae, who may be being groomed as a possible heir apparent and signifies plans for political continuity in the communist state.

But as the defector Eun-joo Kim pleaded to UN delegates to take action, "Please do not turn away from the innocent lives being lost in North Korea and elsewhere. Silence is complicity."



John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defense issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism The Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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									Thailand has lost its last growth engine								

								ECONOMY TALK
							

																Thailand has lost its last engine of growth and people are abandoning hope for a decent life.
The first half of the previous sentence is being well documented in the media after a sharp drop in the number of tourists coming to Thailand, with the situation likely to get worse when Donald Trump's tariff policy comes into full effect in July.

However, the second half of the sentence about the economic impacts of lower tourism income has not yet been analysed. Thailand has four growth engines: (1) Investment, (2) Consumption, (3) Exports, and (4) Tourism. Many agree the first three burned out some time ago, making Thai GDP growth one of the lowest in Asean.

The only force keeping the economy from plunging into a dark abyss is the last engine -- tourism -- which has been booming since the end of the Covid pandemic. Tourist numbers are now close to the pre-Covid level. It was projected the number of foreign tourists would increase by 7.5% this year, reaching 38.2 million visitors.

Without a booming tourism sector, the Thai economy would have had negative GDP growth both in 2023 and 2024. Unfortunately, things changed unexpectedly since February 2025.

The number of incoming tourists, which expanded 26.7% in 2024, shrunk 6.9%, 8.8% and 7.6% respectively from February to April. It was the first contraction in five years.

Disappointing tourism performance is the key factor that led to a 1.0% cut in GDP growth projections for 2025. The projected 2.8% GDP growth has now been lowered to 1.8% by the government's planning agency, the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC). Both the IMF and the World Bank agreed and both lowered 2025 GDP growth for Thailand to 1.8% and 1.6% respectively. A local research house is even more pessimistic, projecting a 1.4% GDP growth for this year.

There are a few reports trying to explain the causes of such a drastic decline in the tourism industry, such as behavioural changes among Chinese tourists and a loss of tourism competitiveness. I do not see much advantage in repeating such information here. This article will focus on the impact of lowered GDP growth which, as far as I know, has not been analysed elsewhere. Lower GDP growth, from 2.8% to 1.8%, means the economy will lose 186 billion baht in value. What will be the impact of losing 186 billion baht on the economy in such a debt-ridden time?

Lower GDP growth will create three impacts on the economy: (1) lower tax revenue for the government, (2) less money available to consumers for consumption, and (3) higher levels of bad debt for financial institutions. The 2025 fiscal year budget was decided on under the assumption of 3.3% GDP growth, resulting in a 3.6% rise in revenue collection. I do not have the full model to calculate the revenue impact of lower GDP growth of 1.5%. However, it is safe to say the minimum revenue loss would be 50 billion baht.

This could be why the government appears to be short of cash and has been conservative in spending. No wonder the 10,000 baht cash handout programme was (indefinitely) postponed and replaced with other projects which do not require immediate use of cash. These projects can be paid for intermittently. The argument that, as long as expenditure is provided in the budget bill, the government has no fear of a cash shortage and can always borrow is not true -- in practice.

At this point in time, cash is hard to find and the money market is not conducive for large amounts of borrowing. Therefore, instead of issuing bonds, the government has been using 300 billion baht from its fiscal balance account (a government savings account) deposited at the Bank of Thailand. The fiscal balance, as of March 2025, was 227 billion baht compared to a 526 billion baht starting balance at the beginning of the fiscal year.

I have heard the 2025 fiscal year budget (October 2025 to September 2026) was drafted under the old 2.8% GDP growth assumption. If the budget is to be revised with the new GDP growth figure of 1.8% applied, how much would have to be cut to accommodate the lower income projection? This is an important issue as people expect the government to stimulate the economy in times of difficulty. Sadly, the Thai government is now as poor as a church mouse. Government supporters who do not agree with me, please explain why the government has to resort to withdrawing money from a savings account while the budget bill allows the government to borrow by issuing bonds.

What I fear is not the lack of ability to stimulate the economy, but the lack of ability to assist the economy in the event of unexpected natural disasters such as earthquakes and floods. That is what the government savings account is really meant to be used for. Another hope to abandon is the reliance on domestic consumption. In 2024, private consumption growth contributed 2.5% to total GDP growth of 2.5%. In other words, without strong consumption, Thai economic growth will be flat.

However, the consumption growth factor dropped from 2.5% in 2024 to 1.5% in Q1/2025 -- reflecting weak tourist spending. The consumption push factor is expected to be much weaker in subsequent quarters and could plunge the economy into a technical recession. That is why there are complaints of a surprise drop in consumer spending. The answer is simple -- there's no money to spend.

One last hope is most important. Thais hope that a financial crisis can be avoided. Nobody wants to re-live the painful experience of the 1997 financial crisis. A shrinking GDP just could be the last straw. The 1% loss in GDP growth would not only mean that there will be 186 billion baht less cash to spend on consumption, but it also means that there will be 186 billion baht less cash available to pay off debt.

In 2024, foreign tourists brought in 1.4 trillion baht of capital inflow -- a cash injection into the money market. If they bring in 10% less cash this year, equivalent to 140 billion baht, I can guarantee there will be a string of defaults in private corporate bonds.

Corporates, big and small, will find it impossible to get cash in Thailand to refinance their matured bonds. If the government has difficulties finding cash to finance its deficit, why wouldn't the corporates struggle to get cash too? And a cash shortage crisis could happen in the 3rd quarter when over 200 billion baht of corporate bonds need to be refinanced. The Bank of Thailand can only stand by and watch the collapse of the 4.6 trillion baht Thai corporate bond sector as, by law, the bank can not interfere with the private debt market.

Meanwhile, the government is too disorganised and too broke to be able to manage the dire situation. As one famous Thai entrepreneur said: "This is the most difficult time in 40 years." I could not agree more.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3036940/thailand-has-lost-its-last-growth-engine



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Food street fad hits wall								

															

																	
										
											[image: ]
																					

									

																The recent plea by Banthat Thong Road restaurateurs for urgent assistance from the government should serve as a wake-up call, not a rallying cry for rescue packages. Their predicament, while unfortunate for individual operators, epitomises the unsustainable practices of building businesses on social media spectacle rather than culinary excellence.
The lesson applies not only to food-and-beverage ventures but also to Thailand's broader, government-funded "soft power" agenda. Up until a few years ago, the 2.5km-long Banthat Thong Road, which runs behind Chulalongkorn University and the National Stadium, had been a quiet neighbourhood known for sporting goods and second-hand machinery shops.

From 2020, however, this uninspiring strip experienced a dramatic transformation as hundreds of modern-looking restaurants and cafes offering a "unique food experience" replaced the run-down shophouses of the past.

Heavy promotion quickly modified Banthat Thong into a "street food paradise"-- ranked as the world's 14th best street by Time Out and hailed by food bloggers as a "second Yaowarat" for Asian foodies. The manufactured fame, apparently built on Instagram-worthy aesthetics and marketing blitz rather than authentic culinary heritage, has now proven too fragile.

Early this month, a group representing restaurateurs in the Banthat Thong area warned their food paradise could collapse within six months, bringing down more than 300 business operators and an investment worth billions of baht, unless the government gives them help.

Among their requests are for Banthat Thong to be given special creative business area status and for the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) to allow vendors exemptions to set up stalls on the pavement. It is clear these demands are short-term window dressing, which will fail to address the fundamental flaw of the Banthat Thong business model in the long run.

Unlike Bangkok's enduring food districts that evolved over time around genuine tastes and community needs, Banthat Thong was essentially "made" by marketing strategies heavily reliant on tales of extreme satisfaction concocted by social media influencers. Many restaurants focus more on Instagrammable decorations and compelling social media "stories" than exceptional food, with the result being ever pricier bills for visitors.

As Banthat Thong was tailored to appeal to Asian, especially Chinese, tourists, the area saw a sharp drop as soon as tourism faltered. The high prices, which do not always come with consistently great tastes as usually experienced in more genuine establishments, exacerbate the downward shift. In their appeal for help, the restaurateurs also asked for more frequent garbage collections, as rats have become a big problem. It seems that in their rush to set up shops and cash in on the booming area, restaurateurs failed to take care of basic hygiene and ensure that an efficient disposal system was in place before offering food to customers.

The meteoric rise and apparent decline of the Banthat Thong food street should serve as a cautionary tale of how style is often misplaced over substance. Cultural promotion, whether in food, fashion, films or sports, should be based on genuine traditions and artistic talents more than marketing exercises designed for international consumption. As the hype wanes, the Banthat Thong operators should refocus on what truly matters -- providing a genuinely fantastic culinary experience that will not fade even when the social media spotlight has passed.
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																The Supreme Administrative Court ruling ordering former prime minister Yingluck Shinawatra to compensate the state for damages caused by her government's rice-pledging scheme between 2011 and 2014 -- amounting to tens of billions of baht -- has reawakened painful memories for me as I worked as a commissioner at the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) more than a decade ago.
The pain stems from my having to investigate Yingluck's case. We had become acquainted as classmates in a training programme at the Capital Market Academy. When the NACC ruled that there was sufficient evidence to indict her, I had already retired from the NACC. Somehow, I couldn't help feeling distressed knowing that Yingluck would inevitably face severe consequences, which she subsequently did.

When I began working at the NACC in late 2006, I observed that many government rice subsidy efforts were plagued by corruption related to rice quality inspections, storage, and distribution, among others. Similar issues existed with other crop subsidy policies with cassava, rubber and maize. As an economist, I launched research funded by the NACC, hiring academics from universities nationwide to study price subsidies for various crops, including rice.

The conclusion was crystal clear: the most effective agricultural subsidy policy required the setting of a fair median price for farmers as a benchmark for the government to provide compensation when farmers had to sell rice when market prices fell below the predetermined threshold. This approach was resonant with economic principles -- avoiding market distortions, minimising costs, and reducing opportunities for corruption. The NACC proposed this policy to Samak Sundaravej's government, but received the cold shoulder in return. However, the policy recommendation was well received by the Abhisit government. This government gave this policy a name, the "price guarantee scheme", implemented without many operational adjustments.

By the time of the 2011 elections, the Pheu Thai Party, led by Yingluck Shinawatra, made rice-pledging an electoral policy flagship. The scheme promised farmers that if elected, the government would make rice prices 50% above market prices. Many at the NACC were alarmed. Based on experience, we were certain such a policy would lead to massive corruption and economic disaster. Indeed, the NACC voiced its concerns immediately and after Yingluck became prime minister. I even sent her a personal email on Election Day, on July 3 the same year, urging her to abandon the policy. Needless to say, my warning was ignored.

It must be said that the day before the launch of the rice-pledging scheme on Oct 7, 2011, the entire NACC board sent a formal letter to prime minister Yingluck, warning of the corruption risks and waste of resources, and urged her to cancel or revise the policy. Again, there was no response.

By the first harvest season of 2012, signs of corruption and inefficiency were palpable and reported. Yet the government did nothing. The NACC sent another formal letter urging a policy review.

This time around, there was some reaction: Yingluck's government requested input from various economic agencies -- the Ministry of Finance, the Budget Bureau, the National Economic and Social Development Board, the Commerce Ministry, the Office of the Auditor General, and others.

Nearly all at these agencies opposed the rice-pledging scheme in its current form -- except the Commerce Ministry.

This may explain why only Commerce Ministry officials and minister, Boonsong Teriyapirom, ended up jailed for irregularities in the rice sales.

Despite clear evidence of malfeasance in the process such as fraudulent claims, cross-border rice smuggling, rice-quality issues, storage costs and final sales, Yingluck persisted with the scheme for three to four more seasons. By the time the complaints reached the NACC, the damage and irregularities were too evident to question the government's real intention. The NACC could immediately proceed with an investigation.

Some legal and political scholars argue that in a democracy, an elected government should have a free hand to implement policies approved by parliament. However, government actions and parliamentary approved policy promises do not override existing laws. If certain government actions and campaign promises do not align with the law, these policy promises are not exempt from legal consequences.

Many claim Yingluck was innocent in the rice purchases but guilty only in the sales. This is incorrect. The NACC found that even the purchasing violated Section 84(1) of the 2007 constitution, as it turned the government into a monopolistic entity, destroying Thailand's normal rice market system.

The irregularities in rice sales alone provided ample grounds to hold Yingluck's government accountable -- as confirmed by the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Holders of Political Positions. Thus, Yingluck has been found guilty both criminally and civilly.

I sincerely believe Yingluck was more a victim than the perpetrator of this policy. It is regrettable that she chose to trust the creator of such a reckless scheme instead of listening to well-meaning advisers, including her own chief economic adviser.

If I were a billionaire, I would not hesitate to pay the compensation money Yingluck has to pay myself, allowing her to return under a fair and lawful arrangement. The compensation money would not vanish -- it would go towards national development, finally closing this painful chapter of history.



Medhi Krongkaew, PhD, taught economics at Thammasat University, NIDA, the Australian National University, and the University of California, San Diego. He also served as a National Anti-Corruption Commissioner.
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																The Administrative Court's press statement on Monday was unusual for the Thai judicial system. Ordinarily, the courts go into silent mode after reading a lengthy verdict. Those who wish to understand the ruling must wait several days until the full version is uploaded to the official court website.
The press release follows a May 22 ruling on former PM Yingluck Shinawatra's claim for compensation for her rice-pledging scheme. The ruling was deemed unfavourable to Yingluck, prompting criticism from ministers in the Pheu Thai Party and her sympathisers.

The press release was intended to inform the public and critics alike that the court was not forcing the former PM to pay compensation, and she must continue to abide by the original terms imposed on her.

The Administrative Court's move on Thursday was a review of financial ordinance made during the Prayut government, forcing her to shoulder 35 billion baht in compensation. The court on Thursday found the former prime minister should be held responsible for the financial damage caused to rice distribution by paying 10 billion baht.

Of course, the ruling will invite debate in the weeks and months to come. Yet it is now just more water under the bridge. Several people involved with the project, including Pheu Thai Party member, former commerce minister Boonsong Teriyapirom, and a number of businessmen, have served their time in jail already. Justice has been seen to be done, except for Yingluck, who ran away from the country just before her trial started.

What matters most now is what the government will do to uphold the court verdict. In this matter, the press statement categorically stated that it is the prime minister, finance minister, justice minister and director of the Legal Execution Department who must ensure the ruling is enforced by compelling Yingluck to pay the compensation.

This seemingly insurmountable task now falls into the lap of PM Paetongtarn Shinawatra and related ministers, who should face punitive measures of their own if they fail to see that justice is done.

Needless to say, Pheu Thai has been handed another chance to silence critics who allege it maintains a policy of "double standards", as shown by the treatment of ex-PM Thaksin Shinawatra, who enjoyed a somewhat less punitive prison experience than some. It is said that the rooms on the 14th floor of the Police General Hospital come with a view.

Can our current prime minister, Ms Paetongtarn, rise to the occasion?

Last week, Ms Paetongtarn had to remove two posts from her Instagram account, right after the court ruling was made public on Thursday.

One image showed her aunt, Yingluck, surrounded by farmers, with a caption that read: "Being crushed by injustice over and over". Another photo also showed Ms Paetongtarn and Yingluck together. The latter image raises questions of whether it was appropriate for a standing premier to have her photo taken with a fugitive wanted by court order to serve a five-year jail term in Thailand.

As a family member, Ms Paetongtarn is unquestionably a good daughter and endearing niece who sticks with her family through thick and thin -- that is loyalty. But she must not forget that she is the prime minister of Thailand and must now put the country first. The verdict on Thursday gives her a chance to show her mettle. It can only be hoped that the third Shinawatra prime minister will do the right thing.
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																As Donald Trump's "big, beautiful" tax bill heads to the US Senate, investors everywhere are growing increasingly uneasy. On May 16, the credit-rating agency Moody's downgraded US sovereign debt from its long-held triple-A status to Aa1 -- following similar decisions by Standard & Poor's (in 2011) and Fitch Ratings (2023). Given the sheer volume of US debt -- which now stands at $36 trillion, or 124% of GDP -- and rising interest costs, these institutions have concluded that US debt metrics are no longer in line with those of similarly rated sovereigns.
That means America is no longer part of the elite group of ultra-safe borrowers: countries like Germany, Switzerland, and Singapore. Instead, it has been demoted to the second tier, alongside Austria and Finland.

Although US debt is still fundamentally safe, the growing alarm over the Trump administration's aggressive fiscal stance -- which centres on massive deficit-financed tax cuts, unsupported by adequate fiscal space -- is not baseless. According to the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, the tax bill that the House of Representatives just passed (by a single vote) would add $2.5 trillion to the primary deficit (which excludes interest payments on current debt) over the next decade, adding $3.1 trillion to public debt. Thus, Moody's projects the US debt-to-GDP ratio to hit 134% by 2035.

But like the global trade war that Mr Trump launched in April, the fate of his fiscal agenda is written on the Treasury market's walls. Unlike the stock market, where volatility can be attributed to investor jitters over bloated valuations, turmoil in the bond market is deadly serious. If it lasts, it can have far-reaching consequences for a state's day-to-day functioning, not to mention its broader effects on the global economy.

One major concern is the interplay between rising US debt and the cost of servicing it, now that higher interest rates (since 2022) have significantly increased federal borrowing costs. In 2024, interest payments reached $881 billion, making them one of the largest components of the US federal budget -- even surpassing spending on defence and Medicare.

Without meaningful spending cuts or higher revenues from tax increases, managing this burden would require both strong economic growth and stable inflation.

Another concern stems from the widespread perception of Treasury bills as the world's preeminent safe asset. No other currency boasts a market as large or as liquid. The previously unquestioned confidence in Treasuries reflected trust in US institutions, governance, and rule of law. But Mr Trump's unsound decision-making has quickly eroded that trust.

International demand for Treasuries underpins the dollar's dominance and grants the United States an unparalleled advantage in global finance. By keeping interest rates low, the greenback's primacy has afforded the US far more fiscal space compared to other advanced economies, allowing the federal government to run persistent budget deficits -- 6.4% of GDP in 2024 -- without alarming creditors. But if confidence in Treasuries, and thus in the dollar, falters, investors may demand a premium for holding US debt. In fact, long-term Treasury yields have already risen, with the 30-year yield climbing above 5% in response to the proposed tax bill.

True, we should be careful not to interpret rising yields as an unambiguous sign of investors' dwindling confidence in the safety of US debt; overall demand has proven resilient. And yet, investors are beginning to price in greater risk and to consider diversification. European and Chinese monetary authorities will be watching these new trends closely.

The upshot is that the dollar and dollar-denominated instruments are not only domestic matters for the US government. They are global issues that affect everyone. By undermining confidence in the currency that serves as the world's primary medium of exchange, Mr Trump and congressional Republicans could unleash widespread financial instability. As borrowing costs rise even more, developing countries that rely on dollar-denominated debt would be among the hardest hit (as always).

In an interconnected global economy, the US government's actions have profound international repercussions. But convincing Mr Trump to care about the risks reflected in the latest fiscal measures may be the most difficult task of all. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Paola Subacchi is Professor and Chair in Sovereign Debt and Finance at Sciences Po.
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																Early last month, the US announced plans to impose a reciprocal tariff rate of 36% on goods originating from Thailand due to a trade deficit. This set off alarm bells between Thai policymakers and export-oriented business sectors. So, efforts are underway to negotiate a deal that would safeguard Thailand's highly fruitful trade relationship with the US.
Yet, just how the renegotiated deal pans out might be counterproductive to Thailand's clean energy transition as per the 2024 Power Development Plan draft (PDP2024), which outlines the nation's power development roadmap until 2037. Notably, Thailand's negotiating team is mulling importing more liquefied natural gas (LNG) from the US over the next five years (an additional contract to an existing LNG import deal), a step which will impact the country's energy ambitions.

As the government has stated it might amend PDP2024 to make the pathway towards Thailand's clean energy transition clearer, it must then seriously consider whether increasing LNG imports is a viable bargaining chip.

Revisiting PDP2024

Last June, PDP2024 was put under a public hearing process. While the existing draft indeed underscores Thailand's clean energy transition and puts it on a better path towards its net-zero targets, more can still be done to cement a proper follow-through.

Previously, Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT), in our "A Better Path is Possible: Critique and Suggestions to Draft PDP2024" report, noted that PDP2024 still heavily prioritises fossil fuels. Despite the laudable 51% renewables target, fossil fuels would still form a significant portion of Thailand's energy mix by 2037, as the draft stipulates adding 6,300 megawatts of new gas-fired power plants. There is not enough emphasis given to developing renewable energy infrastructure, particularly readily available solar energy (more on that later). Instead, the PDP focuses on novel, unproven and expensive technologies such as steam methane reforming (SMR) and hydrogen-based fuels.

Fortunately, the government is cognisant of the public feedback and isn't rushing to approve the draft(originally meant to be last year), with the Energy Ministry even saying that significant adjustments may be made to better meet Thailand's clean energy ambitions. While this is a positive development, the result of Thailand's trade negotiations with the US might make such welcome adjustments more challenging.

Navigating tariff impacts

Natural gas is the backbone of Thailand's energy sector, accounting for over one-fifth of the national energy mix. PDP2024 highlights that LNG will still play an important part in Thailand's energy future as gas power plants will still constitute 41% of the energy mix generation by 2037, a demand which Thailand seeks to meet by raising LNG imports due to domestic reserve depletion.

This continued reliance is likely to already impede PDP2024's clean energy aim; the results of the tariff talks with the US might even create an LNG surplus, exacerbating an already tenuous situation in managing LNG supply and demand.

This is particularly salient if the Thai-US negotiations result in the stimulation of Thailand's US-bound exports. For example, there may be an opportunity for Thailand's export market to increase its share in the US, as the latter may look for alternatives to imports from China. If more industrial activity is required to meet such demand, there might be a resultant energy demand, with the main source very likely coming in the form of fossil fuels such as LNG.

However, the reality is that we cannot easily determine levels of supply and demand. For instance, there might be an oversupply of LNG imports or terminal capacities, which could create a "stranded effect", defined as investments that suffer from unanticipated or premature write-downs, devaluations, or conversion to liabilities. This is happening due to a shift we're seeing in climate policy, driven by various factors such as country-level targets, technological changes (including falling clean energy costs), as well as evolving social and business norms.

To understand more about the adverse impacts of stranded assets, read our "Thailand's Fossil Lock-In: Stranded Risk of Midstream Oil & Gas Infrastructure" report, which also explains that nearly half of the currently operating and proposed LNG terminal capacities could become economically unfeasible. Bringing the Thai-US trade negotiations back into context, Thailand might reduce its exports from the energy-intensive industrial sector (such as electronics, automotive and petrochemicals). If an alternative to the US as an export market can't be found, LNG supply would exceed demand (especially if exports to neighbouring countries cannot be guaranteed), thus exacerbating the stranded effect.

Scaling up broad adoption

One way to mitigate the increased LNG imports (as well as their impact on Thailand's energy mix) is to raise the active promotion of using renewable energy sources, such as solar, and the infrastructure required to support their wider-scale adoption. Interestingly, this point was made much more explicit in the previous iteration of the PDP in 2018, but is not mentioned in the 2024 draft.

CFNT proposes several financing models aimed at eliminating high upfront costs and attracting impact investors, but requires strong policy support to succeed. Tailored to the Thai context, CFNT's recommendations include: a Pay-As-You-Save model enabling consumers to install rooftop solar systems without upfront costs by repaying through energy bill savings; residential solar rooftop portfolios that aggregate installations to improve financial viability; partnerships with real estate developers to integrate rooftop solar panels into new housing projects; and rooftop solar panels for public buildings, utilising public infrastructure for solar installations that benefit communities. Read more about the potential effectiveness of such measures and others in the CFNT report, "Here Comes Everybody: Boosting Residential Solar Financing with Crowdfunding Models in Thailand".

Another way to maximise the use of renewable energy infrastructure is to plug Thailand fully into the Asean Power Grid (APG), a regional initiative to interconnect the electricity infrastructures of Asean's member nations. This cross-border electricity grid can provide a solution for tackling intermittent renewable energy sources such as solar and wind. This is especially since commercial and industrial sectors, especially factories, are reluctant to use clean energy for fear that an unsteady power supply will affect their manufacturing processes. By pooling energy production across diverse geographic areas, countries' power can significantly stabilise fluctuations in energy supply.

Thailand at a crossroads

Thailand's energy and trade pressures are immediate and real. However, the country must weather the pressure arising from the US trade negotiations; it cannot lose sight of the emphasis PDP2024 has placed on ensuring the nation is on the right path to meeting its energy transition and holistic net-zero goals.

Given that PDP2024 is yet to receive the government's rubber stamp due to allowing more consideration of perspectives from energy and climate change stakeholders, there's still time to revisit it for the long-term benefit of Thailand's energy future. If this can be successfully navigated, Thailand might just set an example for the region on how to balance its current and future energy landscape.



Imran Arif, Communications Strategy Consultant, Climate Finance Network Thailand.
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																Despite all the progress that has been made toward gender equality globally, many are still tempted to view armed conflict as primarily the domain of men. In fact, women often prove decisive in such settings, including in combat, non-combat, and leadership roles. Nonetheless, they are routinely sidelined in formal peace processes and post-conflict governance. This pattern reflects a moral and practical failure.
During armed conflicts, women become more vulnerable to genocide, trafficking, slavery, and sexual violence, with all the associated health risks and psychological trauma. This alone earns them the right to participate in peace processes. But women are not only passive victims of conflict: as we have seen in Ukraine, they make profound wartime contributions on the battlefield, as well as in civil society and as peace advocates. In this sense, women often increase their agency during times of conflict, despite the risks they face. But when they are then excluded from peace negotiations and what follows -- as is the case, so far, in Ukraine -- these agency gains are reversed, with outdated gender norms reasserting themselves.

Legal frameworks promoting women's inclusion in conflict resolution, peace-building, and post-conflict reconstruction have so far failed to turn the tide. For example, United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325, adopted in 2000, "urges all actors" to increase women's participation and "incorporate gender perspectives in all UN peace and security efforts". But, as of 2018, the number of women signing peace agreements had not significantly increased.

This has important implications for the content -- and outcomes -- of peace agreements. In a recent study, my co-authors -- Matthew Clance, Romuald Meango, and Charl van Schoor -- and I used natural language processing to examine the use of gendered language in peace agreements reached between 1990 and 2023. We created a "gender bias index" -- ranging from -0.6 to 0.6 -- with a lower score indicating lower use of gendered language and, thus, a reduced focus on gender-based outcomes.

None of the peace agreements we studied had a particularly high gender bias index, but even those that used more gendered language -- which reflected a somewhat positive bias toward women -- were not necessarily associated with significant improvements in women's agency. In other words, even frameworks that were gender-sensitive did not bring about meaningful change.

The problem is that the mentions of gender were not accompanied by concrete requirements. For example, a peace agreement might advocate for increased women's political participation, but include no targets to be met, and thus produce few, if any, results. This approach can even harm gender equality, by giving the impression that action is being taken when it is not. Other studies show that peace agreements with disarmament, demobilisation, and reintegration (DDR) components rarely mention women. This compromises the post-conflict rehabilitation of women combatants, who might be excluded.

Evidence shows that including women in conflict-resolution and peace-building processes leads to better outcomes for everyone. As a 2018 analysis found, there is a "robust correlation" between the inclusion of female delegates as signatories of peace agreements and the durability of the ensuing peace. Moreover, agreements signed by women tend to include significantly more provisions focused on political reform and boast higher implementation rates for such provisions.

In El Salvador, the 1992 agreement that ended the country's 12-year civil war extended DDR benefits to women fighters and included non-combatant female members of the opposition movement in reintegration programmes. Women went on to play a stabilising role in reintegration processes and to make major contributions to reconstruction efforts.

The message is clear: women must be included in all dimensions of any peace process, from designing, negotiating, and signing agreements to implementing post-conflict stabilisation and reconstruction plans. They also must have access to all relevant benefit programmes, such as those related to DDR, as well as initiatives to address gender-specific needs.

More broadly, peace processes must clearly recognise and directly promote women's agency. This does not mean paying lip service to women's needs and contributions, while relying on ambiguous language to minimise accountability. Rather, supporting women's agency in making peace and forging the post-conflict future demands concrete, enforceable measures to uphold women's rights and expand their participation in all forms of decision-making. (c)Project Syndicate 1995-2025

Carolyn Chisadza is Associate Professor of Economics at the University of Pretoria, South Africa.
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																After two full days of intense discussions, senior Cambodian officials, journalists, and Phnom Penh-based Thai diplomats and representatives of the private sector, unanimously agreed on the pivotal role of social media -- it can either promote peace or instigate war.
The exchanges were part of a media capacity-building exercise organised by the National Press Council of Thailand to enhance Thai journalists' understanding of Cambodia. The forum was held in Phnom Penh on Friday.

Thailand and Cambodia have had a longstanding love-hate relationship due to border conflicts left over from the days of French colonisation. Like a fountain, a border conflict can erupt at any time, depending on the domestic situation in both countries. Thailand has land borders with neighbours drawn during British or French rule, but the 817-kilometre border with Cambodia has been the most problematic.

Since the Paetongtarn government came to power last year, Thai-Cambodian ties have been strengthened further following efforts by the Prayut government, particularly via the new rapport between the leadership on both sides.

Former prime minister Hun Sen, currently the President of the Cambodian Senate, and ex-Thai premier Thaksin Shinawatra know each other well. At one time, Thaksin served as an economic adviser to Hun Sen after he was toppled by a coup in 2006. Both leaders are also fathers of young prime ministers, Hun Manet and Ms Paetongtarn, in their respective countries.

It's sad but true that while the top echelon forges closer cooperation, sentiment at the grassroots level is an entirely different matter. This is a rather unique situation given the current controversial role of Thaksin in the Thai domestic scheme of things.

His political comeback has rekindled the rise of ultra-conservative and nationalist sentiment in Thailand. Social media content providers and influencers associated with these nationalist groups have already grown in number and have thus far dominated the internet with unhealthy comments.

It is clear that social media, especially posts and content by these "influencers" and "tik-tokers", can be a pivotal factor that can exacerbate ongoing border disputes. Since Prime Minister Hun Manet came to power, it is notable that Cambodian social media has shown some remarkable restraint on issues related to sensitive border disputes.

In contrast, Thai social media remains free in commenting on the border situation. These posts, particularly by popular online commentators, often add fuel to the fire through one-sided and patriotic comments over disputed borders.

Over the past three weeks, it has been clear that both governments have been trying to ease tensions that flared at Ta Muen Thom, an ancient Khmer temple located on the Thai-Cambodian border in Surin province. But old nationalistic emotions run deep and recur time and again.

It is noticeable that, given the present political atmosphere, Thai social media has been quite active in politicising the issues related to the border dispute with Cambodia.

In the past, local media in the two countries were more patriotic than their governments in addressing border conflicts. They further fuelled confrontation rhetoric, raising fears of armed skirmishes and lawsuits at the international court.

Under his leadership, Hun Manet has been pursuing an economic development agenda that would have his country graduate from its Less Developed Country status by 2030. Since 2017, Cambodia has set this lofty goal and the only way to achieve it is to have a conducive environment in which to pursue this long-term goal.

Peace and economic growth will be key. Media on all platforms in Cambodia, therefore, follow the pro-peace and economic growth path accordingly.

However, the recent declaration by US President Donald Trump of 49% tariffs for Cambodia, the highest in Asean, could be disastrous, as it would impact the trajectory of its economic progress. Truth be told, it could delay Cambodia's ambitious goal of becoming a moderately developed country in five years. Following the first trade negotiations in Washington, Cambodia is hoping for a breakthrough in a second round.

To prevent history from repeating itself, not just at Ta Muen Thom but along the entire border, all stakeholders must work together to build a stable frontier. Among the tasks, the most important is to address the digital platform.

The Thai government must be more proactive in disseminating fact-based information on the common challenges faced by both countries. Without this, online podcasters and influencers can easily undermine diplomatic progress painstakingly forged over time with a knee-jerk comment.

Within continental Southeast Asia, Thai social media is a noisy but open arena where real and imagined views can contest the truth, sometimes with dire consequences. Here, nationalist podcasters can -- and often do -- frame our neighbours as existential threats. These narratives attract followers, eyeballs, which turn into political stock. But they risk setting the bilateral relationship on fire.

On contentious issues such as border demarcation, participants in the discussion suggest that demarcation and overlapping areas should be left to experts and diplomats from each country.

These experts and diplomats must also show their honesty and professionalism in the interpretation and implementation of pertinent legal codes and international border treaties.

Furthermore, cross-border fact-checking among Thai and Cambodian media professionals must be the new norm. They have, together in recent months, debunked fake news impacting bilateral ties.

At this juncture, the two sides cannot afford another big border skirmish or take the case to the International Court of Justice (ICJ). Thailand and Cambodia need peace and stability.

But to achieve this, there must be clear direction from their governments for people on the ground, both in uniform and civilians, on de-escalating tensions and seeking further dialogue and reconciliation. In particular, the military on both sides of the border should not and must not act based on local perceptions of right or wrong.

The two countries have more to gain by working closely together than returning to the old habits of love and hate, which can easily be used by politicians of the day.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
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									Global premiere of Korean series 'Good Boy in Thailand

									Park Bo-gum, Kim So-hyun and Lee Sang-yi to attend Bangkok red carpet
								

								Prime Video will host a global premiere in Bangkok for the highly anticipated Korean series "Good Boy" on May 31, featuring lead cast members Park Bo-gum, Kim So-hyun and Lee Sang-yi.
								[image: ]

[image: ]

The event includes a red carpet, screening of the first episode, and fan interactions ahead of the series' global release. Fans can explore an interactive website that includes a fun character quiz to discover which "Good Boy" character they're most like. Thai fans who are keen to secure a ticket to the global premiere can visit the interactive website at goodboyonprime.com.

[image: ]

[image: ]

"Good Boy" follows former medal-winning athletes turned police officers fighting crime, blending comedy, action and romance. The series stars Park Bo-gum as Yoon Dong-ju, Kim So-hyun as Ji Han-na, and Lee Sang-yi as Kim Jong-hyeon, alongside Heo Sung-tae and Tae Won-seok. Director Sim Na-yeon ("Beyond Evil") and writer Lee Dae-il ("Life On Mars") bring this action-packed story to life.

New episodes will be released weekly on Prime Video starting May 31.
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									'Magic Chess: Go Go' launched globally

									Season 2 builds on the success of the Apac grand launch
								

								Moonton Games announced that "Magic Chess: Go Go" (MCGG) launched globally yesterday, bringing the free-to-play multiplayer strategy game to players around the world.
								MCGG has gained momentum, surpassing 20 million pre-registrations to become one of the year's most popular mobile titles. MCGG is created by the original team from Moonton Games' star game, "Mobile Legends: Bang Bang" (MLBB). Set in MLBB's beloved universe, MCGG transforms players into master strategists, commanding familiar MLBB Heroes to create their ultimate forces. Each Chessboard will see eight players simultaneously engage in player versus player (PvP) combat. Each player will compete individually, testing their real-time decision-making and strategies through multiple rounds to become the last strategist standing.

[image: 'Magic Chess: Go Go' launched globally]

"Season 2: Blessing Of Embers", builds on Season 1's core mechanics, but with a twist. The new season focuses on the clash between Gods and Demons, heralding new Synergies, powerful combat buffs and systems. Six new Synergies make their debut this season, bringing the grand total to 10. Synergies are unique buffs that activate when heroes from the same faction are deployed. Each faction's power is unique and able to change the Chessboard in an instant.

The new season introduces a new Blessing mechanic. Players who have three or more of the same heroes ascended to the same level may trigger a Blessing, which will add an additional Synergy or Role to their teams. Players can activate a full 10 Synergies to unlock Ultra Synergy and get a massive boost to their line-up -- by having six different heroes under the same faction, as well as through Blessing and Magic Crystal bonuses. 

MCGG is available for download in Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand on iOS and Android.
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									New movies out this week: May 29-Jun 4

									'John Wick: Chapter 4' and 'From The World Of John Wick: Ballerina' share the same universe
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week. 
								[image: ]

John Wick: Chapter 4

Directed by Chad Stahelski.

Who's in it?

Keanu Reeves, Laurence Fishburne and George Georgiou.

What's it about?

John Wick uncovers a path to defeating The High Table. But before he can earn his freedom, Wick must face off against a new enemy with powerful alliances across the globe and forces that turn old friends into foes.

Why watch it?

The Paris subway station where John Wick meets the Bowery King and Winston is "Porte des Lilas". It's often seen in films, as this particular station has a disused platform that's still kept fully functional, so it can be rented to filmmakers who wish to shoot in the Paris subway without having to disrupt regular traffic.
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Kraken

Directed by Nikolay Lebedev.

Who's in it? 

Alexander Petrov, Diana Pozharskaya and Viktor Dobronravov.

What's it about? 

When a Russian submarine vanishes in the Greenland Sea, Commander Viktor Voronin leads a rescue mission to find his brother. Meanwhile, a Kraken monster emerges after a polar station's destruction.

Why watch it?

Referenced in the Norwegian film of the same name, also premiering this year.
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Bo Tu Bao Thu (The 4 Rascals)

Directed by Tran Thanh.

Who's in it? 

Huynh Uyen An, Tran Quoc Anh and Le Giang.

What's it about? 

The 4 rascals decide to take matters into their own hands and plot their own plan to "solve" a love triangle.

Why watch it?

Vietnamese comedy.
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About Family

Directed by Woo-seok Yang.  

Who's in it? 

Kim Yoon-seok, Lee Seung-gi and Kang Han-na.

What's it about? 

The film is a comedy about family. It will tell the story of a man who's an elite medical student who decided to become a priest.

Why watch it?

A touching Korean comedy.



[image: ]

Phra Ruang Rise Of The Empire

Directed by Chartchai Ketnust.

Who's in it?

Pongsakorn Mettarikanon, Thanavate Siriwattanakul, Sreypich Yem, Rangsan Panyaruang, Kamron Gunatilaka and Napasranch Mittiraroch.

What's it about? 

The tale of a confrontation with a formidable enemy, poised to seize the throne. It is time for the two kings to set aside their differences and unite in order to protect and preserve their kingdom.

Why watch it?

Phra Ruang is a legendary figure from Thai history, usually described as the founder of the first Thai kingdom who freed the people.
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The Ritual

Directed by David Midell.

Who's in it? 

Al Pacino, Dan Stevens and Ashley Greene.

What's it about? 

Two priests, one in crisis with his faith and the other confronting a turbulent past, must overcome their differences to perform a risky exorcism.

Why watch it? 

Based on a true story.



Premieres on May 31

[image: ]

J-hope Tour 'Hope on the Stage' in Japan: Live Viewing

Who's in it?

J-Hope

What's it about? 

Following its February kickoff in Seoul and spanning across North America and Asia, J-Hope's first solo world tour has captivated audiences with 31 concerts in 12 regions. The grand finale of "Hope On The Stage" will be broadcast live in cinemas worldwide.

Why watch it?

Witness the powerful moment of j-hope sharing his hopes, wishes, and dreams with audiences through his debut solo tour.



Premieres on June 4

[image: ]

From The World Of John Wick: Ballerina

Directed by Len Wiseman.

Who's in it?

Ana de Armas, Keanu Reeves and Ian McShane.

What's it about?

An assassin trained in the traditions of the Ruska Roma organization sets out to seek revenge after her father's death.

Why watch it?

Final role for Lance Reddick before his unexpected death.
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Bring Her Back

Directed by Danny Philippou and Michael Philippou.

Who's in it?

Billy Barratt, Sally Hawkins and Mischa Heywood.

What's it about?

A brother and sister uncover a terrifying ritual at the secluded home of their new foster mother.

Why watch it?

The second feature film from the Phillipou brothers.
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									AI personal shoppers hunt down bargain buys

									Tech giants say rapid rise of AI agents is enabling a new way of shopping
								

								NEW YORK - Internet giants are diving deeper into e-commerce with digital aides that know shoppers' likes, let them virtually try on clothes, hunt for deals and even place orders.
								The rise of virtual personal shoppers springs from generative artificial intelligence (AI) being put to work in "agents" specialising in specific tasks and given autonomy to complete them independently.

"This is basically the next evolution of shopping experiences," said CFRA Research analyst Angelo Zino.

Google last week unveiled shopping features built into a new "AI Mode".

It can take a person's own photo and meld it with that of a skirt, shirt or other piece of clothing spotted online, showing how it will look on them.

The AI adjusts the clothing size to fit, accounting for how fabrics drape, according to Google head of advertising and commerce Vidhya Srinivasan.

Shoppers can then set the price they would pay and leave the AI to relentlessly browse the internet for a deal -- alerting the shopper when it finds one, and asking if it should buy using Google's payment platform.

"They're taking on Amazon a little bit," Techsponential analyst Avi Greengart said of Google.

The tool is also a way to make money from AI by increasing online traffic and opportunities to show ads, Greengart added.

The Silicon Valley tech titan did not respond to a query regarding whether it is sharing in revenue from shopping transactions.

Bartering bots?

OpenAI added a shopping feature to ChatGPT earlier this year, enabling the chatbot to respond to requests with product suggestions, consumer reviews and links to merchant websites.

Perplexity AI late last year began letting subscribers pay for online purchases without leaving its app.

Amazon in April added a "Buy for Me" mode to its Rufus digital assistant, allowing users to command it to make purchases at retailer websites off Amazon's platform.

Walmart head of technology Hari Vasudev recently spoke about adding an AI agent to the retail behemoth's online shopping portal, while also working with partners to make sure their digital agents keep Walmart products in mind.

Global payment networks Visa and Mastercard in April each said their technical systems were modernized to allow payment transactions by digital agents.

"As AI agents start to take over the bulk of product discovery and the decision-making process, retailers must consider how to optimize for this new layer of AI shoppers," said Elise Watson of Clarkston Consulting.

Retailers are likely to be left groping in the dark when it comes to what makes a product attractive to AI agents, according to Watson.

Knowing the customer

Analyst Zino does not expect AI shoppers to cause an e-commerce industry upheaval, but he does see the technology benefitting Google and Meta.

Not only do the Internet rivals have massive amounts of data about their users, but they are also among frontrunners in the AI race.

"They probably have more information on the consumer than anyone else out there," Zino said of Google and Meta.

Tech company access to data about users hits the hot-button issue of online privacy and who should control personal information.

Google plans to refine consumer profiles based on what people search for and promises that shoppers will need to authorize access to additional information such as email or app use.

Trusting a chatbot with one's buying decisions may spook some people, and while the technology might be in place the legal and ethical framework for it is not.

"The agent economy is here," said PSE Consulting managing director Chris Jones.

"The next phase of e-commerce will depend on whether we can trust machines to buy on our behalf."
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									Minds collide in latest season of The Devil's Plan

									
								

								The Devil's Plan -- a South Korean mind-game survival show -- returns to Netflix for a second season. As you start watching, you will find the series highly addictive.
								The second season, titled The Devil's Plan: Death Room, includes 14 contestants from various professions including Olympic gold medallists, poker players, lawyers, YouTubers, engineers, actors and K-pop idols. They will be put to the test, mostly with social and mental challenges, until a winner is found.

But before you continue with the second season, let's get to know some of the super-smart contestants competing in mind-bending games of wit and strategy for the chance of winning up to 500 million won (11.9 million baht).

Ha Seok-jin

Career: Actor

Ha, 41, was a main cast member on the puzzle-based variety show Problematic Men from 2015 to 2020. Before his acting career, Ha was in the top 1% of his college entrance exam results and studied mechanical engineering at Hanyang University.

[image: Orbit and Seo Dong-joo. photo:]
Orbit and Seo Dong-joo.



Orbit

Career: Science YouTuber

Orbit, also known as Kwedo, is part of the YouTube channel Unrealscience, which currently has over 917,000 subscribers. He studied astronomy and previously served as a policy consultant for the Blue House, South Korea's presidential residence.

Seungkwan

Career: K-pop idol

Seungkwan, the 25-year-old main vocalist of K-pop group Seventeen, is well-known in the Korean entertainment community for appearing on numerous shows and TV programmes in efforts to raise the profile of his group. He's also known as "Professor Boo" for his encyclopaedic knowledge of K-pop history.

[image: Lee See-won. photo:]
Lee See-won.



Lee See-won

Career: Actress

Lee majored in business administration at Seoul National University and she also has a master's degree in evolutionary psychology. In addition to acting, she's also an inventor with more than 10 patents to her name, including the clear face mask.

Seo Dong-joo

Career: Lawyer

Seo is a Korean American lawyer who holds multiple degrees, including a bachelor's in mathematics from Massachusetts Institute of Technology, an MBA from the Wharton School at University of Pennsylvania and a law degree from the University of San Francisco.
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									Explore the world of rock band Paradox at new River City Bangkok exhibition

									
								

								Art lovers and fans of the legendary Thai rock band Paradox are invited to embark on an unforgettable, imagination-fuelled journey during "Paradoxxxhibition", which will kick off on Friday and run until June 15 at RCB Galleria 5, 3rd floor of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24.
								Held in collaboration with GMM Music, this is a debut exhibition by the rock group, unveiling in tandem with their latest album Eternity Infinity.

Far more than just a retrospective, this experiential exhibition offers a mind-bending passage "through the right ear and out the left" -- a rebellious twist on the Thai idiom "in one ear and out the other". This symbolic inversion reflects Paradox's defiant spirit and invites fans to relive their electrifying musical odyssey over the past 30 years.

The journey unfolds across four immersive zones. The "Right Ear In" presents video from the band, offering a fresh, unexpected way to dive into the exhibition's story and prepare for what's to come.

The "Outer Ear" is a playful, interactive space where fans can walk down memory lane through the band's iconic album releases and milestones; sing their hearts out at an exclusive exhibition-style karaoke corner; and listen to unreleased gems -- from rare demo tapes to vintage interviews aired just for this exhibition.

The "Inner Ear" showcases ultra-rare memorabilia never displayed before, as well as limited-edition album tapes, 400 original T-shirt designs and quirky tour mementos that Paradox gave away during their three-decade journey.

At the final space, "Out Through The Left Ear", visitors are invited to leave personal messages for the band. There will also be an exclusive merchandise zone, offering rare items available only at this show.

There is no admission fee. Visit rivercitybangkok.com.
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									Iconsiam celebrates Pride throughout June

									
								

								Iconsiam celebrates diversity with the "Iconsiam Pride Out Louder 2025" campaign, which is packed with activities to promote equality across all dimensions, throughout June.
								To foster a deeper understanding of gender diversity in Thai society, Iconsiam invites everyone to revisit the history of Pride in Thailand, from times of little acceptance to the recent enactment of marriage equality. Expect exclusive articles and content on the "History Of Pride" -- offering insights into the significant milestones that have advanced love and equality in Thailand.

Also set to be unveiled is "Pride Out Wall", a creative and open space for everyone to express thoughts and hopes for the future of Pride, showcasing the power of diversity and the acceptance of every identity.

A special highlight of the campaign is an exclusive fan meet featuring surprise performances by seven cast members from the popular Boys Love series Kee Meun Fah at Icon Cineconic, 6th floor, on June 6 at 7pm. Fans will enjoy a Hi-Bye session, signed box sets, group photos with the seven actors, and a chance to be a lucky fan on stage and win exclusive prizes.

The fan meet is open to Onesiam members who purchase special card box sets priced at 6,000 baht each. Only 150 sets are available at Charoen Nakhon Hall, M floor, until Sunday. Alternatively, visitors can collect shopping receipts. For every 1,000 baht spent at Iconsiam, ICs and Siam Takashimaya, guests will earn a chance to draw a random a collectable card and only 150 winners will get entry to the fan meet.

Also, Iconsiam's Facebook page will be sharing inspirational stories of traiblazers who achieved greatness by embracing their true identities. These include LGBTI icons across industries such as Bunrod Areewwong, a famous influencer; Dr Natsinee Areekul, a renowned chest surgery specialist; and Pum Anuchit, creator of the beloved Facebook page kiwtum, known for cute illustrations and uplifting messages.

Visit facebook.com/ICONSIAM.
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									Tweed's youthful makeover resurrects symbol of Scottish heritage

									
								

								ISLE OF SCALPAY -- "When you see tweed on the runway, you don't expect it to come from here," joked 38-year-old former banker Alexander MacLeod as he set up his loom in a converted barn on the shores of a Scottish loch.
								MacLeod became a weaver two years ago, joining residents on the islands of Lewis and Harris, off Scotland's northwest coast, in helping to rejuvenate the tweed industry after a significant period of decline.

"It's a good thing to keep the tradition going," he told Agence France-Presse (AFP).

Tweed is a symbol of Scottish heritage and has "always been part of the culture" on the Outer Hebrides, added Macleod, who hails from the island of Scalpay, which is connected to Harris by a bridge.

It's now "an attractive sector to be in", he explained.

He left the Hebrides for seven years to work in banking but the pull of his roots proved too strong.

During the day, McLeod now works for a small local cosmetics company. In the evenings, he puts on a podcast, usually about espionage, and patiently begins to weave.

Only the steady hum of his machine disturbs the calm of the old stone barn.

Harris tweed, traditionally made from 100% wool, is the only fabric protected by a 1993 Act of Parliament.

It must be "handwoven by the islanders at their homes in the Outer Hebrides, finished in the Outer Hebrides, and made from pure virgin wool dyed and spun in the Outer Hebrides".

'Resurgence'

The weaver spoke of his "satisfaction" once the tweed is finished.

The fabric, once associated with the British aristocracy, then goes to the spinning mill for a quality control check, where the slightest flaw is flagged up.

Finally, it receives the precious "Harris Tweed" stamp -- a globe topped with a cross -- certifying the fabric's provenance and authenticity, issued by the Harris Tweed Authority (HTA).

The tweed then leaves the island to be purchased by discerning companies abroad, including luxury brands such as Christian Dior, Chanel, and Gucci.

Several sneaker brands such as Nike, New Balance, and Converse have also used it for limited edition products.

The traditional staples are jackets, caps, and bags, but the fabric can also used for furniture.

There are 140 weavers, according to the HTA, which launched a recruitment campaign in 2023 and offered workshops to learn the trade following a wave of retirements.

This know-how, often passed down from generation to generation, is now being nurtured by a different profile of weaver.

"It's nice to see younger people coming in," said Kelly MacDonald, director of operations at the HTA.

"When I joined the industry 22 years ago, there was a severe period of decline. I was wondering: 'is there going to be an industry anymore?'"

But the industry is now enjoying a "resurgence" and "significant growth", with more than 580,000 metres of tweed produced in 2024.

"We are always looking at new markets," she explained, and tweed is now exported to Korea, Japan, Germany, France and other countries.

It is no longer dependent on the US market, as it once was, and should be largely shielded from the tariffs imposed by President Donald Trump.

Slow fashion

Tweed has "modernised", said Cameron MacArthur, who works at Carloway Mill, one of the three spinning mills in the west of the Isle of Lewis.

He is only 29, but has already worked there for 12 years.

The mill, with its large machines, looks as if it hasn't changed for decades. But MacArthur has seen it evolve to embrace a younger workforce and newer fabrics, meaning it is no longer just the ultra-classic Prince of Wales check or dark colours that are on offer.

"Nowadays, we're allowed to make up our own colours... and we're just doing different things with it, modernising it, making it brighter," he said, showing off rolls of turquoise blue and fuchsia pink.

"We're so busy... it never used to be like that," he said, adding that he was "proud" to be working with the local product.

MacDonald also noted that tweed was an antidote to environmentally unfriendly "fast fashion."

"How nice to own a product where you can actually look on a map to a tiny island and say, that's where my jacket was made. That's so rare now, and I think people really engaged with that," he said.

"Every stage of the production has to happen here, but from start to finish, it is a really long process. We are the epitome of slow fashion."
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/3036381/tweeds-youthful-makeover-resurrects-symbol-of-scottish-heritage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									New taste tinglers for your palate

									The arrival of new F&B offerings in Bangkok
								

								Bangkok is a city that never sleeps, at least in the food and beverage department. Blink and you'll miss another new restaurant opening or a drink launch. Guru By Bangkok Post is making sure that even if you blink, you don't miss out on the new taste tinglers that are worth mentioning.
								E-San

Isan dining with Japanese flair is probably the best way to describe chefs Gaggan Anand and Chalee Kader's first venture together. 

[image: ]

E-San Bangkok is a modern reimagining of Isan flavours with Japanese influences. "The Isan part is the forefront of this eatery, much like an izakaya. Making it too Japanese will make it too gimmicky, I felt. So we use Japanese ingredients and incorporate it into Isan food," explains chef Kader. 

[image: ]

Chef Anand brings his signature creativity, while chef Kader adds his bold, ingredient-driven Thai cooking. The restaurant offers an approachable dining experience, where nostalgic Isan dishes are reimagined with new textures, ingredients and presentation. Think chicken wings takoyaki, though more like an okonomiyaki. "Fried chicken wings are stuffed with chicken mince, cabbage, shiokara, ginger and nori. The sauce on it is the same one that you get on a takoyaki," says chef Kader. 
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The bamboo shoot soup blends the earthy essence of bamboo shoots with yanang leaf broth, roasted rice and chilli flakes, served with crispy mochi puffs. The miso and fish combines miso soup with rice paddy herbs and aromatics, finished with grilled mackerel or the fish of the day. The tum kao pod reimagines som tam using grilled corn, salted egg and cured egg yolk.
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"The desserts is a play on a few Japanese things and local desserts. The fried pandan dessert that's called the lotus leaf dessert, so we take textures khanom krok and pair it with  coconut ice cream. The other one is warabi, which is the gelatinous Japanese cakes. At E-San we have that in ginger and sesame," says chef Kader. 
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E-San Bangkok's beverage programme is inspired by the easygoing, communal spirit of traditional Isan eateries, where drinking is as much about connection as it is about refreshment. The artisanal drinks list is intentionally short and focused, drawing from classic local styles -- think draft beer, bottle service with favourites like Regency and Suntory Kakubin, and local sato, a traditional rice brew. 
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The E-San kitchen is helmed by chef Chareef "Gus" Pattanakul, who previously worked at 100 Mahaseth.



Chai Jia Chai

There are less than a handful of fine dining Chinese restaurants in Bangkok and one of them is Chai Jai Chai. 
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True to the name, it is an introduction into the home of chef Tsai Shih Wei, or chef Tsai, who hails from Taiwan. Stuck in Bangkok during the pandemic lead to the opening of Chai Jia Chai in 2021. However, from within the walls of his first restaurant in Bangkok, comes a comprehensive food journey that traverses the wide spectrum of Chinese cuisine. 
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The dishes take inspiration from the Manchu-Han Banquet, which is an Imperial feast from the Quing dynasty. It blends Manchu and Han culinary traditions and the banquet showcased some 108 dishes. "There are eight cuisine styles in the Chinese spectrum. They evolved across the passage of time, size and climate diversity within China: Sichuan, Hunan, Cantonese, Fujian, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Anhui and Shandong. I try and showcase all of them in a Chinese omakase," says the chef.
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In 2025, chef Tsai breathes new life into this historic tradition and each season focuses on one particular ingredient, with each dish prepared showcasing a particular cooking technique. This season it is the sturgeon, where the entire fish is used, including the bone and tendons. The sturgeon bones were once a prized delicacy and chef Tsai slow cooks them for eight hours in a broth and serves them Guangzhou-style ginger and scallion sauce, enhanced with Italian balsamic vinegar. 
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The stew method has a peeled chilli fish maw soup, which is a twist on tradition. The soup features Yilan's renowned peeled chilli for a balance of heat and depth. It is slow-simmered with conch, scallops and garlic for enhanced freshness and the chicken wings is first grilled to unlock its rich, smoky essence.
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Next season features abalone, sea cucumber and fake shark fin. Dried South African abalone (30 heads) and sun-dried Japanese 16-head abalones will be simmered over a low fire for three days and three nights with pork leg, scallops, Jinhua ham, chicken and fish maw to draw out flavour. The dish is the forgotten "Kunlun Baopu", which also uses dried dragon grouper skin. 
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The lobster rice soup with dried radish, chicken oil, fried onion sauce and seven-mushroom chilli sauce is inspired by Marseille's fish soup and is the restaurant's signature dish. It  also uses dried tangerine peel and is served table side with puffed rice. Desserts are off the beaten Chinese path, though you'd have to discover more yourself. 



Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok

The Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok at Chao Phraya River welcomes Joaquin Soriano, a French-trained pastry chef known for his whimsical creations and couture-inspired techniques. 
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Savour chef Soriano's artistry through two limited-time experiences: From May 22 to June 30, Cafe Madeleine will be transformed by chef Soriano's signature retail pastries and confections in an exclusive pop-up. From May 23 to Sept 30, The Lounge will present the new "101 Days Of Summer Afternoon Tea", a collaboration between chef Soriano and executive pastry chef Andrea Bonaffini.
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Inspired by anime, fairy tales and nostalgic childhood memories, the afternoon tea promises a playful culinary journey brought to life through chef Soriano's signature flair for intricate technique and visual storytelling. The menu evokes warmth, fun and surprise, with savoury compositions such as Madai ceviche with coconut, pomegranate and pistachio; blue crab tartlet with pomelo and makrut tiramisu; foie gras with lemon verbena toast; and Thai-inspired bites like watermelon tartare with Oscietra caviar and duck confit on mangosteen sable.
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The sweet finale features an imaginative array of miniature pastries that includes the Mini Anna (cherry, dark chocolate, raspberry jelly); a delicate grapefruit citrus baba with jasmine ganache; and a tropical passion fruit cream madeleine. The tea is paired with Thai vanilla and mango soft serve and summer-inspired beverages such as the pineapple coconut espresso fizz, osmanthus latte and jasmine cold brew.

Chef Soriano's takeover of Cafe Madeleine will showcase a curated selection of his most popular creations from CJSJ in Taiwan. Available for takeaway or dine-in, the retail pop-up features limited-edition pastries and confections that marry fine French technique with avant-garde design, from modern choux to imaginative mono-portions, each one a tribute to his signature storytelling style.



Yitong Chinese Restaurant & Sky Bar 

With a dramatic design referencing calligraphy, vistas of the Gulf of Thailand and Cantonese and Sichuan cuisine promoting health and sustainability, Yitong Chinese Restaurant & Sky Bar has opened its doors in Pattaya.
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The rooftop restaurant and bar is on the 12th floor of Melia Pattaya Hotel. Diners are greeted by a ribbon-like ceiling sculpture installation that makes for a contemporary interpretation of calligraphy. Characterised by gold and black trimmings with pops of crimson to signal prosperity, the restaurant's colour palette is magnified by the backdrop of floor-to-ceiling windows affording views of Pattaya's beach and sky.
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The sky bar's chic rooftop space features lush greenery and affords sweeping views. Yitong also offers "wellness alcoves"; quiet corners designed for intimate conversations over dinner and drinks. Paying homage to the longstanding Chinese communities of Chon Buri and their shrines and markets, the name Yitong translates to "together", with dishes served family-style to encourage shared meals and connectedness.
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The food and beverage menus have a prime focus on "goodness for the body, mind and soul".  Signature dishes include steamed Chon Buri fish with ginger and lime to promote heart health and detoxification, and double-boiled herbal soup, a Cantonese speciality made with locally grown Thai herbs, ginseng and goji berries to heal and revitalise the body. Packed with vitamins and protein, the five-spice tofu and vegetable stir-fry celebrates the earthy richness of Royal Project produce. Other menu highlights include Sichuan mala free-range chicken salad with northern Thai greens and peppercorn dressing, and the "Longevity" noodles with prawns made up of fresh Chon Buri prawns and Royal Project vegetables.

Drinks aren't far behind. The "Kuaile De" is gin infused with goji berry, honey, lemon juice, topped with cava; "Chun Hou" has brandy, orange curacao, lime juice, rosella tea and rose syrup; and "Tian De" features Campari with ginseng, Chinese liquor, and brown sugar syrup. Mocktails include "Year of the snake", a concoction of kiwi juice, ginger and lemongrass syrup, pear juice and honey; "Virgin Chit-Cha Toddy" with lemon juice, ginger syrup, blossom syrup, oolong tea and cinnamon syrup; and "Chinese NY Rita" with yuzu syrup, goji berry syrup, orange juice and lemon juice.



MJets x chef Pichaya "Pam" Soontornyanakij

MJets redefines the art of elevated travel through a special collaboration with chef Pichaya "Pam" Soontornyanakij of Potong to curate an exclusive in-flight fine dining experience, which begins on June 1.
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An "Ode To Culinary Journey" is curated with personal meaning, capturing chef Pam's lifelong journey through flavours, memories and cultures. "To me, the menu embodies the belief that food is a universal language. Whether in moments of joyous celebration or quiet contemplation mid-journey, food holds a remarkable power to connect people from diverse backgrounds in the most meaningful way," says chef Pam.
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The experience is offered through three-course tasting menus and a diverse a la carte selection. An "Ode To Earth & Fire" explores the harmony between the deep, grounded flavours of the Earth and the bold intensity of fire. Expect morel & truffle soup with french butter bread, 14-Hour smoked Wagyu ribs with pepper and red wine reduction; and creme caramel. The "Ode To Heritage reflects chef Pam's Thai-Chinese roots and offers herbal broth with fish maw and jumbo crab lump meat; five-spice braised pork belly with jasmine rice; and taro dumpling with sweet coconut milk. The "Ode To Thailand" is a heartfelt tribute to Chef Pam's childhood and offers kang kha nang loy; southern-Thai chicken panang curry with steamed coriander jasmine rice; and pumpkin and taro in coconut milk.



Bua Bar

Anantara Mai Khao Phuket Villas has opened Bua Bar, an intimate sanctuary where artisanal cocktails meet serene natural beauty.
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Set among the lush tropical gardens and still, reflective lotus lagoon, this intimate hideaway blends nature's grace with sophistication. Inside, warm lighting and the soft melodies of modern jazz set the mood, while more than 100 premium white spirits, including rare gins, vodkas and tequilas are on offer.



Blue by Alain Ducasse

Blue by Alain Ducasse has announced a new executive chef. Chef Evens Lopez is from Peru and has worked in Il Ristorante Trussardi Alla Scala in Milan and at the three-Michelin-starred Pavillon Ledoyen.
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Chef Evens further deepened his culinary expertise when he joined the team at Le Louis XV - Alain Ducasse at the Hotel de Paris in Monaco, where he embraced the elegance of Ducasse's iconic Mediterranean-influenced cuisine and refined his skills within Ducasse's visionary approach to French cuisine. He has worked at London's The Clove Club and Dame de Pic in London as head chef, until it closed doors. 
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"Blue has long been celebrated as one of the finest restaurants in Bangkok and I am thrilled to be part of this exciting new chapter. Thailand is a vibrant country, rich in culture, with an ever-evolving culinary scene and I look forward to incorporating the lush landscapes and local produce into my cooking. My vision is to deliver a distinctive dining experience that sets us apart while masterfully balancing elegance with vibrant enjoyment," says the chef. 



The St. Regis Bar

Brian Gonzalez is the new beverage manager at The St. Regis Bar and will also be in charge of curating the The St. Regis Hotel Bangkok's beverage offerings.
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At The St. Regis Bangkok, Gonzalez elevates the art of cocktail-making, infusing the historical elegance of the Astor legacy into each drink crafted under his direction. He continues to pioneer the traditions of sophisticated drinking inaugurated in 1932 at the iconic King Cole Bar in The St. Regis New York, the original home of the Bloody Mary.
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Guests can indulge in "The Violet Hour", a curated daily celebration at The St. Regis Bangkok, marking the graceful transition from day to evening, a ritual that Gonzalez is transforming into a theatrical display of mixology, setting the stage for the enchanting possibilities of the night.

The hotel's award-winning French restaurant, Le Normandie, has been a focal point of sophisticated dining since it opened its doors in 1958 as the first fine dining restaurant in Thailand, commanding spectacular views over the Chao Phraya River. From the third quarter of 2025, Anne-Sophie Pic, the most awarded female Chef in the world, will be making her much anticipated debut in Thailand in the exceptional setting of legendary Le Normandie. A significant transformation of the interior, blending Le Normandie's traditional aesthetics with a modern elegance, will provide an idyllic backdrop for Anne-Sophie Pic to bring her innovative, delicate Michelin-starred culinary approach to Thailand, where she is set to create a unique multi-sensory gastronomic journey.



Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok

Apart from the new Alex Dilling at Lord Jim's, the Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok's Chinese restaurant is also undergoing a redesign. Housed within an elegant, two storey traditional style residence, The China House will be introducing chef Fei, one of China's most renowned culinary artists, who already has award-winning restaurants in Mandarin Oriental hotels in Guangzhou, Shenzhen and Qianmen, Beijing. Celebrated for his fresh take on contemporary Cantonese cuisine, he will be focusing on the regional delicacies and unique flavours of Chaosan, which he calls home.
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Across the river is Baan Phraya will undergo a significant remodelling to bring a refined elegance to the environs of the heritage home housing the restaurant. Chef Patchara "Pom" Pirapak's interpretation of traditional Thai cuisine and sensational culinary vision will be further enhanced by a sustainable fresh herbs and spices from Baan Phraya's expanded herb garden which aligns with the Group's commitment to quality, sustainability and authenticity.



Pagoda Chinese Restaurant

Pagoda Chinese Restaurant at Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park has welcomed Deli Tong or chef Tony as the new sous chef, who will lead an exciting culinary direction and bring a fresh perspective to the restaurant's award-winning cuisine.
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Chef Tony presents a refined interpretation of Cantonese cuisine. Savour steamed Boston lobster with aged Huadiao wine; double-boiled fish maw and black chicken in coconut soup; spicy stewed beef with chili sauce; Geleshan spicy chicken; steamed loofah with black fungus; and Lao Gan Ma spicy ice cream.



Biscotti

Biscotti at Anantara Siam Bangkok has introduced "The Chef's Table", an exclusive journey that brings the soul of Sicily to the heart of Bangkok.
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The immersive evening offers a front-row seat to the culinary artistry of chef Giuseppe Bonura, who will guide you through seven exquisite courses inspired by the rich traditions and vibrant flavors of his homeland. Indulge in a traditional Sicilian meal from zesty citrus-infused appetisers to succulent seafood, where each dish is a heartfelt tribute to the Mediterranean Sea, all served with the warmth and passion that define Sicilian hospitality.



Uno Mas

Centara Grand at CentralWorld has announced chef Borja Terry Borrego as the new chef de cuisine at Uno Mas, the hotel's Spanish restaurant.
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From Cadiz, Spain, Chef Borja brings his signature flair to the menu. Expect fried daily fish, blue belly prawns, squid adobo marinated sand fish, gambas pil pil, Txistorra sausage, cider, confit onion, Uno Mas bravas potatoes, bikini iberico, arroz negro and half cochinillo.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: May 28-Jun 3

									8 new titles from Apple TV+, Max, Prime Video and Netflix
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								







APPLE TV+
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Bono: Stories Of Surrender

Premieres on May 30

A vivid reimagining of Bono's critically acclaimed one-man stage show, "Stories Of Surrender: An Evening Of Words, Music And Some Mischief..." As Bono pulls back the curtain on a remarkable life and the family, friends and faith that have challenged and sustained him, he also reveals personal stories about his journey as a son, father, husband, activist and rock star. Along with never-before-seen, exclusive footage from the tour, the film features Bono performing many of the iconic U2 songs that have shaped his life and legacy. 
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Lulu Is A Rhinoceros 

Premieres on May 30

Lulu is a rhinoceros that's who she sees when she looks in the mirror. On a quest to spread kindness, fun-loving Lulu embarks on the adventure of a lifetime, powered by new friends, courage and catchy songs.



HBO/MAX
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Batwheels: Season 2

Premieres on May 29 

Super-powered vehicles Bam, Bibi, Red, Jett and Buff join forces to fight crimes and protect citizens trapped in dangerous situations in Gotham City.
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And Just Like That...: Season 3 

Premieres on May 30

In the prime of their lives with pockets full of wisdom and growth, Carrie, Miranda and Charlotte explore all there is to life.



PRIME VIDEO 
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The Better Sister

Premieres on May 29

Based on the novel by best-selling author Alafair Burke, the eight-episode electric thriller series is about the terrible things that drive sisters apart and ultimately bring them back together. Chloe, a high-profile media executive, lives a picturesque life with her handsome lawyer husband Adam and teenage son Ethan by her side while her estranged sister Nicky struggles to make ends meet and stay clean. When Adam is brutally murdered, the prime suspect sends shockwaves through the family, reuniting the two sisters, as they try to untangle a complicated family history to discover the truth behind his death.
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Good Boy

Premieres on May 31

Blending comedy, action, crime investigation, with romance, "Good Boy" tells the story of former medal-winning athletes who become police officers and fight in a world full of criminals. Yun Dong-ju, Ji Han-na, Kim Jong-hyeon, Ko Man-sik and Shin Jae-hong form a rag-tag team who seek to take down the forces behind a large crime group.



NETFLIX
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Tudum: Live Event

Premieres on June 1 at 7am

Named after the iconic sound that plays at the start of every Netflix movie, series or event, this is Netflix's biggest fan party, packed with your favourite stars, first-look reveals and can't-miss live performances. Lady Gaga will be performing and the show be hosted by Netflix fan-favourite actress Sofia Carson and will feature appearances from dozens of your favourite Netflix stars..
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Sara: Woman In The Shadow

Premieres on June 3

A retired intelligence operative haunted by her son's premature death returns to spycraft and allies to unravel the mystery.
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