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As Trump Seeks Iran Deal, Israel Again Raises Possible Strikes on Nuclear Sites

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, wary of a diplomatic solution to curbing Iran's nuclear program, continues to press for military action that would upend President Trump's push for a negotiated deal.

President Trump and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel at the White House last month. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Julian E. Barnes, David E. Sanger, Maggie Haberman and Ronen Bergman
Julian E. Barnes, David E. Sanger and Maggie Haberman reported from Washington, and Ronen Bergman from Tel Aviv.


May 28, 2025 at 05:01 AM

As the Trump administration tries to negotiate a nuclear deal with Iran, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel has been threatening to upend the talks by striking Iran's main nuclear enrichment facilities, according to officials briefed on the situation.

The clash over how best to ensure that Iran cannot produce a nuclear weapon has led to at least one tense phone call between President Trump and Mr. Netanyahu and a flurry of meetings in recent days between top administration officials and senior Israeli officials.

Mr. Trump said on Sunday that there could be "something good" coming about his effort to limit Iran's nuclear program in the "next two days."

Others familiar with the negotiations said that at best there would be a declaration of some common principles. The details under discussion remain closely held and would likely only set the stage for further negotiations, starting with whether Iran could continue to enrich uranium at any level, and how it would dilute its stockpiles of near-bomb-grade fuel or ship them out of the country.

The New York Times reported in April that Israel had planned to strike Iranian nuclear sites as soon as this month but was waved off by Mr. Trump, who wanted to keep negotiating with Tehran. Mr. Netanyahu, however, has continued to press for military action without U.S. assistance.

Israel is not a participant in the negotiations between the United States and Iran. At the core of the tension between Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Trump is their differing views of how best to exploit a moment of Iranian weakness.

In October, Israel destroyed important elements of Iran's strategic air defense system, which helped to protect the country's nuclear facilities. That would enable Israeli aircraft to approach Iran's borders without fear of being targeted.

And Israel has crippled Hezbollah and Hamas, which have been supported by Iranian money, arms and rockets. In dealing a blow to Hezbollah in particular, Israel removed the concern of the group threatening Israeli aircraft on their way to Iran and retaliating with missile attacks on Israel after any strike.

Mr. Netanyahu has argued that Iran's vulnerability will not last long, and that the time is right for an attack. Mr. Trump has argued that Iran's weakness makes it a perfect moment to negotiate an end to Iran's enrichment program, backed up by the threat of military action if talks fall apart.

Israeli officials fear Mr. Trump is now so eager for a deal of his own -- one he will try to sell as stronger than the one the Obama administration struck in 2015 -- that he will allow Iran to keep its uranium enrichment facilities.

Last month Mr. Netanyahu insisted that the only "good deal" would be one that dismantled "all of the infrastructure" of Iran's vast nuclear facilities, which are buried under the desert in Natanz, deep inside a mountain at a site called Fordow, and at facilities spread around the country.

This account of the tensions between the two men is based on interviews with officials in the United States, Europe and Israel -- who have been involved in the diplomacy and the debate between the American and Israeli governments. They insisted on anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss delicate diplomacy.

Ron Dermer, Israel's minister of strategic affairs, and David Barnea, the head of Israel's Mossad intelligence agency, met in Rome on Friday with Mr. Trump's chief negotiator, Steve Witkoff.

The two men then traveled to Washington for a meeting on Monday with John Ratcliffe, the C.I.A. director. Mr. Dermer met again with Mr. Witkoff on Tuesday, though the topic of that meeting was not immediately clear.

On Wednesday, after this article was published, Mr. Trump acknowledged that he had warned Mr. Netanyahu about launching an attack while negotiations were underway. "I told him this would be inappropriate to do right now because we're very close to a solution," he said in response to a question from a reporter at the White House.

Mr. Trump's comment came after Mr. Netanyahu's office described the article as "fake news."

Steve Witkoff, the special envoy to the Middle East, at the White House this month. Eric Lee/The New York Times


The central divide in the negotiations between Mr. Witkoff and his Iranian counterpart, Abbas Araghchi, focuses on the Trump administration's position that Iran must halt all enrichment of nuclear material on its soil. Mr. Araghchi has repeatedly rejected that restriction, repeating in a social media post on Tuesday that if the Western powers insist on "'zero enrichment' in Iran" then "there is nothing left for us to discuss on the nuclear issue."

In an effort to keep negotiations from collapsing, Mr. Witkoff and Oman, which is acting as a mediator, are discussing creative options. Among them is a possible regional joint venture to produce fuel for nuclear power reactors with Iran, Saudi Arabia and other Arab powers, as well as some U.S. involvement. But where the actual enrichment would take place is undetermined.

Mr. Witkoff, participants say, has also dropped his early objections to an interim understanding that lays out principles for a final deal. But that may not satisfy Israel, or Congress's hawks on Iran.

That is reminiscent of what the Obama administration did in 2013, though it took two more years to complete a final arrangement. Mr. Trump campaigned against that agreement when he ran for president in 2016, calling it a "disaster" because it allowed Iran to continue enriching at low levels and expired completely in 2030.

Mr. Trump withdrew from the agreement in 2018 and reimposed economic sanctions on Iran.

Over the past four years, the Iranians have not only revived and improved their nuclear facilities, they have also produced uranium enriched to 60 percent purity, just below what is considered "bomb grade." It would take a few weeks to turn that into 90 percent enriched fuel for a bomb, and somewhere between a few months to a year to produce an actual nuclear weapon, American intelligence officials have estimated.

Mr. Ratcliffe traveled to Israel last month to discuss possible covert actions against Iran with Mr. Netanyahu and Israeli intelligence officials. The two countries have cooperated in the past on covert efforts to cripple Iran's ability to enrich uranium, including an effort during the Bush and Obama administrations to attack the facilities with a sophisticated cyberweapon.

Throughout his decades in government, Mr. Netanyahu has long been skeptical of diplomatic overtures to Tehran. He opposed, and sought to derail, the 2015 agreement, even addressing a joint session of Congress to argue for killing it.

This time, Israeli officials have dusted off an old playbook: threatening to strike Iran, even without American help. They insist they are not bluffing, even though they have made such threats and backed away several times over nearly two decades.

Israeli officials signaled to the Trump administration shortly before Mr. Trump's first formal foreign trip, to the Middle East this month, that they were preparing to attack Iran's nuclear sites, according to two people briefed on the discussions. U.S. intelligence also detected Israel's preparations for a strike.

That led Mr. Trump to speak with Mr. Netanyahu, who did not deny that he had ordered his military and intelligence agencies to prepare for a strike and argued that he had a limited window for one.

Some officials are not certain an Israeli strike on Iran would be effective without U.S. military support. Jack Guez/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


But U.S. military officials are skeptical about how effective an Israeli strike conducted without American support would be. In the call, Mr. Trump acknowledged Iran's weakness but said that gave the U.S. leverage to make a deal to end the nuclear program peacefully, officials recounted.

The Israelis are particularly suspicious of any interim deal that might keep Iran's facilities in place for months or years while a final agreement is reached. And, initially at least, the Trump administration was also skeptical. Mr. Witkoff, the lead American negotiator, told his Iranian counterpart that Mr. Trump wanted a final deal in a matter of two months or so.

But that deadline is about to expire, and there is still a major gap over the issue of whether Iran will be permitted to continue to enrich uranium, which Tehran says is its right as a signatory to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty.

Now, the Trump administration seems more open to some kind of interim declaration of common principles, because it could help hold off an Israeli strike.

In order to satisfy the Israelis and the Iran hawks in Congress, experts say, any interim deal would almost certainly have to require that Iran ship its near-bomb-grade fuel out of the country or "down blend" it to a far lower level. That would enable Mr. Trump to claim he had eliminated, at least temporarily, the threat that Iran could speed its way to a weapon.

 

One concern for American officials is that Israel could decide to strike Iran with little warning. U.S. intelligence has estimated that Israel could prepare to mount an attack on Iran in as little as seven hours, leaving little time to pressure Mr. Netanyahu into calling it off.

But that same American military assessment raised questions about how effective a unilateral Israeli strike would be without American support. And some Israeli officials close to Mr. Netanyahu believe the U.S. would have no choice but to assist Israel militarily if Iran counterattacked.

Israeli officials have told their American counterparts that Mr. Netanyahu could order a strike on Iran even if a successful diplomatic agreement is reached.

After his White House meeting with Mr. Trump in April, Mr. Netanyahu ordered Israeli national security officials to continue planning for a strike on Iran, including a smaller operation that would not require U.S. assistance, according to multiple people briefed on the matter. Israel already has many different plans on the shelf, ranging from the surgical to days and days of bombing Iranian facilities, including some in crowded cities.

Adam Entous contributed reporting from Washington, and Farnaz Fassihi from New York.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/28/us/politics/trump-iran-nuclear-deal-israel.html
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Trade Crime Is Soaring, U.S. Firms Say, as Trump's Tariffs Incentivize Fraud

President Trump's steep global tariffs have supercharged efforts to evade them. Some U.S. companies say the government is ill equipped to keep up.

Video: 



By Ana Swanson and Lazaro Gamio
Ana Swanson covers international trade and is based in Washington. Lazaro Gamio is a graphics editor.


May 27, 2025 at 07:00 PM

As President Trump's tariffs have ratcheted up in recent months, so have the mysterious solicitations some U.S. companies have received, offering them ways to avoid the taxes.

Shipping companies, many of them based in China, have reached out to U.S. firms that import apparel, auto parts and jewelry, offering solutions that they say can make the tariffs go away.

"We can avoid high duties from China, which we have already done many in the past," read one email to a U.S. importer.

"Beat U.S. Tariffs," a second read, promising to cap the tariffs "at a flat 10%." It added: "You ship worry free."

"Good News! The tariffs has been dropped finally!" another proclaimed.

The proposals -- which are circulating in emails, as well as in videos on TikTok and other platforms -- reflect a new flood of fraudulent activity, according to company executives and government officials. As U.S. tariffs on foreign products have increased sharply in recent months, so have the incentives for companies to find ways around them.

The Chinese firms advertising these services describe their methods as valid solutions. For a fee, they find ways to bring products to the United States with much lower tariffs. But experts say these practices are methods of customs fraud. The companies may be dodging tariffs by altering the information about the shipments that is given to the U.S. government to qualify for a lower tariff rate. Or they may move the goods to another country that is subject to a lower tariff before shipping them to the United States, a technique known as transshipment.

The Trump administration said this month that it would focus more on fighting trade fraud, including tariff evasion. The administration is also trying to persuade other countries to step up their own enforcement efforts, including in trade talks with Vietnam, Mexico and Malaysia. But many American companies say the scale of illicit activity now far outweighs the ability of these governments to thwart it.

These schemes are costing the U.S. government billions of dollars in tariff revenue annually, executives and officials say. And they are leaving honest companies that pay tariffs deeply frustrated and worried about being left at a financial disadvantage to dishonest competitors.

"If nothing is done, those willing to cheat are going to continue to win the day here," said David Rashid, the executive chairman of Plews, a car parts company that has appealed to the government to crack down on unfair trading practices by its competitors.

Mr. Rashid said that unfairly traded products had filtered into supply chains throughout the United States. "It's easy to pull the wool over people's eyes, especially if people like the wool over their eyes," he added.

As long as the United States has had tariffs, there have been schemes to evade them. That has been true since American colonists smuggled goods into British-dominated ports. But as Mr. Trump has raised tariffs to levels not seen in a century, companies say customs fraud is also reaching new heights.

In his first months in office, Mr. Trump put a 10 percent tariff on most products globally, as well as a 25 percent tariff on steel, aluminum and cars. He raised, lowered and suspended tariffs for various countries with little warning, putting intense pressure on companies that depend on trade.

The triple-digit tariffs that Mr. Trump imposed on China in April, before lowering them for 90 days, were particularly tough for importers. Some companies suspended orders in the face of the tariffs, but the taxes seem to have also prompted a wave of fraud emanating from China.

Leslie Jordan, an apparel manufacturer who has been in business for nearly four decades, said fraudulent schemes were becoming "rampant" in her industry, with companies offering her and other importers clearly illegal ways to bypass tariffs.

For years, Chinese shippers had offered to help her factories doctor customs forms, telling them that there was little chance of being caught because U.S. customs officials would never examine the shipping containers, she said. Ms. Jordan has always refused. But tariffs are making business difficult for honest companies like hers, leaving her owing the government tens of thousands of dollars in import duties on some shipments.

Ms. Jordan said the tariffs had encouraged "opportunist cheaters in both China and the United States" and put "many honest companies at a competitive disadvantage."

"People can't afford it," she said. "They're desperate."

Kush Desai, a White House spokesman, said that "instead of trying to find illegal workarounds to tariffs, foreign exporters would be better off telling their governments to negotiate a trade deal with the United States."

John Foote, a customs lawyer at Kelley Drye & Warren, described the uptick in fraud as "a sign of entering a high tariff era."

He said he had received many innocent questions from companies about whether they could use certain practices to avoid tariffs. Every time he has told a company, "No, that would be customs fraud," he has marked down a tally on a white board in his office. As of mid-May, he had 11.

"If it seems too good to be true, it probably is," he said.

Tariff Dodging 101

The U.S. government charges tariffs based on the item, its declared dollar value and its country of origin. Several schemes exist to try to evade tariffs by changing those factors.

One method, people in the industry say, involves reporting a lower value for a product than its actual worth. Doing so lowers the tariff that must be paid since it's charged as a percentage of the import price.


Another scheme is to misclassify the item. An importer might report to the U.S. government that a shipment of shirts is made with a material that's subject to a lower tariff.


A third method involves sending the products to another country before they go to the United States to take advantage of different tariff rates applied to different countries.


That tactic became far more profitable this year, as Mr. Trump raised tariffs on Chinese imports to a minimum of 145 percent but left taxes on goods from neighboring countries, like Vietnam, Malaysia and Cambodia, at just 10 percent. A company looking to avoid tariffs may ship Chinese products to those countries before sending them on to the United States at a lower tariff rate.

The U.S. charges tariff rates based on where a good was last manufactured. So in the eyes of the government, whether this practice is illegal depends on if the company actually has some significant manufacturing step in Malaysia or Vietnam. If the company takes parts of a shoe made in China and puts them together in Malaysia, for example, the shoe may technically qualify as Malaysian. But if a product is manufactured in China and just routed through another country to disguise its origin, that is a violation of U.S. law.

One ad sent to an importer this spring explicitly advertised this scheme. "Malaysia Transshipment Route: Re-load into new containers in Malaysia under a Malaysian exporter's CO," it read, referring to a "certificate of origin," a document that indicates to U.S. customs where the item came from.

The scale of this problem is hard to quantify, since it can be hard to tell what's going on inside foreign factories. But since Mr. Trump started putting tariffs on Chinese imports in his first term, the volume of Chinese products, parts and raw materials exported to other countries before coming to the United States has increased substantially.

In April, for example, Chinese exports to the United States fell 21 percent from a year earlier, but Chinese exports to Southeast Asian countries rose by the same percentage.

Many of these Chinese goods are sent through Southeast Asia. But U.S. officials are also increasingly focused on the role Mexico plays as a funnel for Chinese goods to the United States. An analysis by Exiger, a data analytics firm, found that more than 3,000 companies in Mexico depended on Chinese shipments for 75 percent or more of their supply chain. Many of these companies are subsidiaries of Chinese state-owned enterprises, and most sell products to the United States, the report said.

"People can't afford it," said Leslie Jordan, an apparel manufacturer in Portland, Ore., of the rise in tariffs. "They're desperate." Celeste Noche for The New York Times


These shipping channels may help Chinese companies bypass tariffs as well as U.S. laws that aim to combat forced labor in China or block trade with companies that pose national security threats, Exiger said.

Chinese companies are also now marketing a method, which they call "delivered duty paid," or D.D.P., that ostensibly reduces the U.S. importers' legal liability for tariff fraud. Typically, a U.S. company takes legal ownership of a product at a factory in China and then is responsible for shipping it overseas and paying duties to the U.S. government when it comes into the United States.

But in this case, the Chinese company acts as the U.S. importer, retaining ownership over the good as it is shipped across the ocean and into the United States. The Chinese company then pays U.S. customs fees before handing the good over to the U.S. company inside the United States.

With this method, the U.S. company does not have direct knowledge if tariffs are evaded. And if the U.S. government tries to pursue legal action against the Chinese firm, it may find it is just a shell company with no one to pay the bill.

But Mr. Foote cautioned that this was still "a very fraught proposition" for any U.S. company. He said the method might reduce a U.S. purchaser's liability but wouldn't absolve it entirely, particularly if the terms of trade would be unachievable if not for customs fraud.

Christopher Carney, an auto industry executive who traveled to Washington this year to urge Congress to do more to fight trade crime, said companies offering these schemes were operating with "a sense of impunity."

"It's a long way away, and nobody is that worried that the U.S. government is going to come to China and arrest them," he said.

Cat and Mouse

Many executives say the U.S. government is ill equipped to police rising levels of fraud.

In May, the Department of Justice said trade and customs fraud would be a new priority under the Trump administration. But other customs and Justice Department officials who have focused on trade crime have been reassigned to work on immigration and other issues in recent months.

And many U.S. firms that have seen their business hurt by trade crime have been left deeply frustrated after trying to work with the government.

Brad Muller, the vice president of marketing and government affairs at Charlotte Pipe and Foundry, a 124-year-old manufacturer based in Charlotte, N.C., said his company had won several trade cases in the first Trump administration that resulted in high duties on Chinese products.

But the Chinese companies immediately began transshipping their products through Cambodia, Malaysia and other countries, and the U.S. government was unable to stop them, he said.

"Customs, they will run down these companies and shut them down, and then they just pop up right across the street with a new shell company," he said. "It becomes a game of Whac-a-Mole."

During the first Trump administration, Charlotte Pipe and Foundry won several cases against China in which high duties applied to Chinese products. Travis Dove for The New York Times


Mr. Muller said that his company was deeply supportive of tariffs, but that they were working "less than ideally" and that the system was "opaque and rife for cheating."

"The holes in our trading regime are now so blatant," he said. "It's been swept under the rug by Democrats and Republicans for a long time."

Trish Driscoll, a spokeswoman for Customs and Border Protection, said in a statement that the department used enforcement tools, intelligence and partnerships to combat tariff evasion, and, as a result of recent presidential actions, was now imposing the most severe penalties permitted by law. She said that during the week of May 5 through May 9, Customs and Border Protection took in more than $630 million by reviewing more than 2,000 shipments detected for duty evasion.

Importers are urging Congress to give the government more resources to go after fraud, including passing legislation that would result in more criminal penalties for trade crimes.

Mr. Muller said that he supported Mr. Trump's use of tariffs to crack down on unfairly made imports, but that the president's actions had been "whipsaw and shoot from the hip" and that the situation called for broader action.

"We need Congress to step in and do something more comprehensive, so the president doesn't have to go around shooting first and asking questions later," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/business/economy/trump-tariffs-trade-crime.html
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ICE, Shifting Tactics, Detains High School Student at N.Y.C. Courthouse

The detention of a 20-year-old Venezuelan appears to be the first reported instance of immigration officials apprehending a student in the city this year.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers arrested a New York high school student outside an immigration courthouse last week. Timothy A. Clary/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Luis Ferre-Sadurni and Dana Rubinstein



May 28, 2025 at 12:32 AM

When a 20-year-old from Venezuela was arrested last week at an immigration courthouse in New York, it was the first reported instance of a public school student in the city being apprehended by federal officials since the start of President Trump's second term.

It also signaled a shift in strategy by immigration authorities who are intent on expediting deportations.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers last week began standing inside and outside of immigration courts across the United States in an effort to detain certain migrants who are appearing for scheduled hearings. Immigration lawyers said ICE officers -- from San Diego and Los Angeles to Boston and Miami -- were targeting migrants shortly after their cases were dismissed by judges. Government lawyers are requesting that the cases be dismissed in order to place the migrants in expedited deportation proceedings.

Dylan, the New York student, was arrested on Wednesday in the lobby of a courthouse in Lower Manhattan by ICE officers who showed up at the city's immigration courts in large numbers. Dylan's last name was withheld at the request of his family, which fears retaliation from the government.

Dylan, 20, was arrested after he showed up to court for what he thought would be a routine hearing. Raiza


On Tuesday, Mayor Eric Adams fended off a barrage of questions about the student's arrest.

Mr. Adams, who oversees a school system serving thousands of immigrant students, sought to distance himself from Dylan's apprehension, saying that the arrest was a federal issue beyond his purview because it did not happen on school grounds.

"I'm interested that you all are using all this time to talk about something without my span of control," Mr. Adams told reporters during an unrelated news conference on Tuesday. "I don't handle federal enforcement policies, let's be clear on that."

"My opinion," he continued, "doesn't matter."

ICE appears to be using the new strategy to place the apprehended migrants in deportation proceedings that can be fast-tracked and don't require court hearings, an escalation of the Trump administration's efforts to meet the president's deportation goals.

Dylan, whose arrest was reported earlier by Chalkbeat, was detained by ICE agents at the immigration courthouse after he showed up for a mandatory hearing. He was enrolled in Ellis Prep. Academy in the Bronx, which is part of the public school system and serves older immigrants learning English. Dylan is one of more than 40,000 migrant students who have entered the city's schools in recent years.

The young man left Venezuela last year and entered the United States in April 2024 under a Biden administration program that permitted thousands to temporarily live and work in the country while applying for asylum, according to his mother and lawyers. He did not have a criminal record, according to them, and, when not in school, worked part time as a delivery driver to help his mother and two younger siblings save enough money to move out of a shelter.

"He was like a father to my two children," his mother, Raiza, who also asked that her last name be withheld, said in an interview in Spanish.

Dylan showed up at court -- with his mother but without a lawyer -- believing the hearing would be routine. Instead, he was arrested by ICE agents in plainclothes shortly after his case was dismissed, which stripped him of certain legal protections, his lawyers said.

He was whisked away in an unmarked car and has remained in detention since May 21, his mother said.

"My son is not a criminal," she said. "My fear is that he will be deported to Venezuela and arrested there or worse."

Dylan has been moved between facilities in New Jersey, Texas, Virginia and Pennsylvania, his lawyers said.

"Dylan entered the United States with permission to seek asylum, and his detention robs him of the opportunity to seek that relief with the full protections offered to him under the law," the New York Legal Assistance Group, an organization that provides free aid to low-income clients and is representing him, said in a statement. "He works, goes to school, has friends and was fully complying with immigration proceedings. All this does is disrupt communities and unnecessarily put people in chaotic and potentially harmful situations."

Tricia McLaughlin, a spokeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security, which oversees ICE, said in a statement that Dylan had "illegally" entered the United States last year, even though his lawyers and family said that he had used a Biden-era mobile app that allowed migrants to arrive legally through a port of entry to claim asylum. The White House has questioned the legality of the app, which officials argue was abused by the Biden administration to let hundreds of thousands of migrants into the country.

"Most aliens who illegally entered the United States within the past two years are subject to expedited removals," Ms. McLaughlin said. "ICE is now following the law and placing these illegal aliens in expedited removal, as they always should have been."

ICE issued guidance in January allowing its officers to conduct arrests near courthouses, and federal officials have said that arresting undocumented immigrants there is safer for ICE agents, and the public, because the migrants have already gone through security screenings.

Dylan's arrest unsettled administrators at his Bronx high school and prompted Melissa Aviles-Ramos, the schools chancellor appointed by Mr. Adams, to issue a statement on Monday saying, "Our hearts go out to the student who was detained by ICE."

"While this incident did not occur on school grounds, we want to reassure our families: We will continue to speak out and advocate for the safety, dignity and rights of all of our students," she wrote in a post on X, encouraging parents to continue sending their children to school.

Michael Mulgrew, the president of the United Federation of Teachers, a union representing thousands of New York educators, said that Dylan had been "taken advantage of and stripped of his legal rights during a court hearing."

New York City's so-called sanctuary laws preclude city officials from helping with most federal immigration enforcement matters. But after successfully lobbying the federal government to abandon his criminal corruption charges, the mayor, a Democrat, has shown reluctance to criticize the Trump administration's efforts. The government sought to dismiss the charges, arguing, in part, that the indictment limited the mayor's ability to aid the White House's deportation agenda.

Mr. Adams has said that while he supports the intent of the sanctuary city laws, they go too far in limiting cooperation with the federal government. He has fostered an apparently good working relationship with Thomas Homan, the president's border czar, who famously promised to be up "his butt" should Mr. Adams not advance the Trump administration's agenda.

The mayor sought to allow ICE to open an office at the Rikers Island jail complex, but the City Council filed a lawsuit that has temporarily stymied that effort.

On Tuesday, Mr. Adams insisted he could not comment substantively on Dylan's case because the issue was outside the ambit of New York's mayor.

"You have to speak to the federal authorities," he said, responding to a question from The New York Post about whether the arrest might undermine efforts to have immigrants cooperate with law enforcement. "I don't know how I could be any clearer. Federal authorities handle ICE. I don't control the borders."

He also seemed to suggest that he could not leverage his relationship with Mr. Homan to help the student, because it might run afoul of the sanctuary laws.

"We have to be extremely careful, because the New York City Council laws are limited on what coordination I can do," he said.

That explanation made little sense to Rendy Desamours, a spokesman for the Council's speaker, Adrienne Adams, who is running for mayor.

"Neither the city's sanctuary laws nor any other city law prevent the mayor from advocating for New Yorkers being targeted by federal immigration overreach," he said.

Troy Closson contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/nyregion/new-york-student-arrested-ice.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Trump Loses Another Battle in His War Against Elite Law Firms

A judge struck down an executive order targeting WilmerHale, in the latest victory for the handful of firms that have fought back against a Trump administration crackdown.

President Trump's order targeting the law firm WilmerHale was pointed, given the firm's longtime association with Robert S. Mueller III, the special counsel in the first Trump administration. Kent Nishimura/Bloomberg



By Zach Montague
Reporting from Washington


May 27, 2025 at 10:13 PM

Follow live updates on the Trump administration here.

President Trump's campaign of retribution against elite law firms that have resisted his efforts to subjugate them is, so far, not going well.

On Tuesday, a judge struck down his executive order seeking to crush WilmerHale, one of several firms the president says have wronged him or have done work for his political opponents. The decision was the latest in an unbroken string of victories for the handful of firms that have sued to stop him.

Judge Richard J. Leon of the Federal District Court for the District of Columbia ruled that the order was unconstitutional and "must be struck down in its entirety," adding that Mr. Trump appeared intent on driving the firm to the bargaining table by imposing "a kitchen sink of severe sanctions."

The ruling seemed to validate the strategy, embraced by a minority of firms, of fighting the administration instead of caving to a pressure campaign and making deals with Mr. Trump to avoid persecution. Judges have already rejected similarly punitive executive orders aimed at the firms Perkins Coie and Jenner & Block, and lawyers representing Susman Godfrey asked a fourth judge earlier this month to issue a final decision in their case.

Judge Leon said that despite his decisive ruling, the firm had already suffered because of Mr. Trump's actions. Even though he had temporarily blocked the order one day after the president signed it, he noted that existing clients had already started "curtailing their relationships with WilmerHale, and new clients are taking their business elsewhere."

"The cornerstone of the American system of justice is an independent judiciary and an independent bar willing to tackle unpopular cases, however daunting. The founding fathers knew this!" Judge Leon wrote in a 73-page opinion laced with more than two dozen exclamation points.

"Accordingly, they took pains to enshrine in the Constitution certain rights that would serve as the foundation for that independence," he wrote. "Little wonder that in the nearly 250 years since the Constitution was adopted no executive order has been issued challenging these fundamental rights."

So far, federal judges have steadfastly rejected what they have described as an effort by the White House to subjugate the nation's top law firms.

All through March, Mr. Trump issued half a dozen orders individually demonizing firms that had worked for prominent Democrats or aided in efforts to investigate his ties to Russia during the 2016 presidential campaign.

In each case, the orders leveraged the force of the federal government to give the threats teeth, including by having those firms' lawyers barred from federal buildings and stripped of their security clearances.

The order targeting WilmerHale was especially pointed, given the firm's longtime association with Robert S. Mueller III. He returned there upon retiring from his role as the special counsel overseeing the investigation into Moscow's election interference that boosted Mr. Trump against his rival in the 2016 race, former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. Mr. Mueller left the firm in 2021.

Along with other firms such as Jenner & Block and Susman Godfrey, WilmerHale sued to stop the executive orders from taking effect, asking Judge Leon to proceed directly to a decision with no trial, as the only question at issue was whether or not a president could take such an extraordinary action.

At the same time, other white shoe firms such as Paul Weiss, Skadden and Latham & Watkins agreed to take on hundreds of millions of dollars' worth of pro bono legal work on behalf of causes Mr. Trump favors, avoiding similarly calibrated executive orders.

In his opinion, Judge Leon colorfully dismissed assertions by the government that its targeting of WilmerHale was something routine and apolitical, brushing off the notion with a brusque "please -- that dog won't hunt!"

"Taken together, the provisions constitute a staggering punishment for the firm's protected speech," he wrote. "The order is intended to, and does in fact, impede the firm's ability to effectively represent its clients!"

Earlier this month, while Judge Leon was deliberating on his decision, the firm wrote to inform the court that the government had proceeded to suspend two of its attorneys' security clearances.

During a hearing in April, Richard Lawson, a lawyer for the government, told Judge Leon that the lawsuit was an effort to improperly constrain Mr. Trump's ability to "investigate an area of concern," despite the appearance that it infringed on the law firm's freedom of speech.

Mr. Lawson had argued in several cases related to law firms that the president enjoys considerable authority to control how the government contracts with and affords access to private companies.

Representing WilmerHale, Paul Clement, the U.S. solicitor general under former President George W. Bush, said the case boiled down to resentment and retaliation by Mr. Trump, who he said had blatantly singled the firm out over its client list and staff.

Mr. Clement said the White House had flexed its power to hurt the firm in ways that were already jeopardizing its business, even just by raising doubt among prospective clients that the firm's lawyers would have the proper clearances and access to take on basic legal work.

"With all respect, there are some subjects where the executive's hands should be tied," Mr. Clement said.

"If the executive is inclined to interfere with the traditions that are essentially necessary to have the rule of law in the adversarial system of justice, the president's hands should be tied," he added.

While the firms that rejected a deal and fought back have now notched a string of decisive wins in court, others that sought to appease Mr. Trump have seen high-profile resignations and internal discord. Last week, four of Paul Weiss's best-known partners resigned to start their own venture, after others, including the firm's top pro bono leader, left shortly after the order.

In the meantime, Mr. Trump has recently mused about stretching the limits of the pro bono agreements he reached with other firms and weighed demanding that they do personal or political work.

Finding that the order was essentially designed to harm WilmerHale's business, Judge Leon joined several of his colleagues in concluding that its larger intent was to intimidate other firms in a way that could damage the legal profession as a whole.

"The order shouts through a bullhorn: If you take on causes disfavored by President Trump, you will be punished!"
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A Desperate Haiti Turns to Erik Prince, Trump Ally, in Fight Against Gangs

The Haitian government has signed a contract with Mr. Prince, the private military contractor who founded Blackwater, a company notorious for a civilian massacre in Iraq.

A man walks past a burning barricade set up to protest a lack of security, in the Tabarre neighborhood of Port-au-Prince in February. Jean Feguens Regala/Reuters



By David C. Adams, Frances Robles and Mark Mazzetti
David C. Adams and Frances Robles combined have covered Haiti for over five decades, and Mark Mazzetti has written about American private military contractors for 20 years.


May 28, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Erik Prince, a private military contractor and prominent supporter of President Trump, is working with Haiti's government to conduct lethal operations against gangs that are terrorizing the nation and threatening to take over its capital.

Mr. Prince, the founder of Blackwater Worldwide, signed a contract to take on the criminal groups that have been killing civilians and seizing control of vast areas of territory, according to senior Haitian and American government officials and several other security experts familiar with Mr. Prince's work in Haiti.

Haiti's government has hired American contractors, including Mr. Prince, in recent months to work on a secret task force to deploy drones meant to kill gang members, security experts said. Mr. Prince's team has been operating the drones since March, but the authorities have yet to announce the death or capture of a single high-value target.

Security experts said Mr. Prince has also been scouting Haitian American military veterans to hire to send to Port-au-Prince and is expected to send up to 150 mercenaries to Haiti over the summer. He recently shipped a large cache of weapons to the country, two experts said.

The Haitian government is awaiting the arrival of arms shipments and more personnel to step up its fight against the gangs.

American officials said they were aware of Mr. Prince's work with Haiti's government. But the full terms of the Haitian government's arrangement with Mr. Prince, including how much it is paying him, are unknown.

Erik Prince, the founder of Blackwater Worldwide, arrives at a news conference after an anti-crime operation in Guayaquil, Ecuador, in April. Gerardo Menoscal/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


This article is based on interviews with a dozen people who follow Haiti closely. All but one spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss sensitive security matters publicly.

The State Department, which has provided millions of dollars in funding to equip and train Haiti's National Police, said it is not paying Mr. Prince or his company for any work in Haiti.

Mr. Prince declined to comment for this article. Blackwater no longer exists, but Mr. Prince owns other private military entities.

The involvement of civilian contractors like Mr. Prince, a Trump donor who has a long and checkered history in the private security industry, marks a pivotal moment in Haiti. Its crisis has deepened since its last president was assassinated in 2021, and the government now appears willing to take desperate measures to secure control.

Armed groups escalated the violence last year by uniting and taking over prisons, burning down police stations and attacking hospitals. About 1 million people have been forced to flee their homes and hundreds of thousands are living in shelters.

Gangs have captured so much territory in recent months that U.N. officials have warned that the capital is in danger of falling under complete criminal control.

The situation is dire enough that officials and civilians alike say they are eager for any overseas help, particularly after a $600 million international police mission started by the Biden administration and largely staffed by Kenyan police officers failed to receive adequate international personnel and money.

With Haiti's undermanned and underequipped police force struggling to contain the gangs, the government is turning to private military contractors equipped with high-powered weapons, helicopters and sophisticated surveillance and attack drones to take on the well-armed gangs. At least one other American security company is working in Haiti, though details of its role are secret.

Members of the Kenya Multinational Security Support Mission Force in Haiti arriving at their base after a patrol in Port-au-Prince, in 2024. Adriana Zehbrauskas for The New York Times


Since drone attacks targeting gangs started in March, they have killed more than 200 people, according to Pierre Esperance, who runs a leading human rights organization in Port-au-Prince.

After the U.S. occupations of Afghanistan and Iraq ended, security firms like those owned by Mr. Prince started seeing big streams of revenues dry up. Private military contractors are looking for new opportunities, and they see possibilities in Latin America.

Before presidential elections in Ecuador this year, Mr. Prince toured the country with local police and promised to help security forces. The country has faced a wave of violence unleashed by gangs.

Ecuadorean officials denied that they had signed any security deal with Mr. Prince.

A person close to Mr. Prince said he hopes to expand the scope of his work in Haiti to include help with customs, transport, revenue collection and other government services that need to be restored for the country to stabilize. Rampant government corruption is a key reason Haiti's finances are in shambles.

The Haitian prime minister's office and a presidential council, which was formed to run the country until presidential elections can be held, did not respond to several requests for comment.

Mr. Prince, whose sister Betsy DeVos was Secretary of Education during Mr. Trump's first term, donated more than $250,000 to help elect Mr. Trump in 2016, according to campaign finance records. He was often cited as an informal "adviser" to Mr. Trump's first transition to office, a description he denied.

Days before Mr. Trump took office in 2017, the United Arab Emirates organized a meeting between Mr. Prince and a Russian close to President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia as part of an effort to set up a back-channel line of communication between Moscow and the incoming president, a meeting that later came under scrutiny.

The House Intelligence Committee made a criminal referral to the Justice Department about Mr. Prince, saying he lied about the circumstances of the meeting, but no charges were ever filed.

Residents of the Delmas 30 neighborhood in Port-au-Prince fled their homes in February because of gang violence. Gangs have taken over much of the city. Jean Feguens Regala/Reuters


Mr. Prince has a decades-long history of military interventions overseas, some of which ended badly. Blackwater faced legal problems over its work for the U.S. military in places like Iraq, including an episode in 2007 in which its employees killed 17 civilians in Baghdad. (President Trump pardoned four Blackwater guards in 2020.)

In 2011, Mr. Prince helped recruit and train an army of Colombian mercenaries for the United Arab Emirates to use in conflicts around the Middle East. In 2017, he proposed a plan to use contractors to take over Afghanistan. In 2020, The New York Times revealed that he had recruited former spies to help conservative activists infiltrate liberal groups in the United States.

A year later, the United Nations accused him of violating an arms embargo in Libya, which he denied.

"My name has become click bait for people who like to weave conspiracy theories together," Mr. Prince said in a 2021 interview with The Times. "And if they throw my name in, it always attracts attention. And it's pretty damn sickening."

Haiti's experience with private military contractors goes back decades. When U.S. forces returned former president Jean-Bertrand Aristide to power in 1994 after he was ousted in a bloody military coup, he was accompanied by a private security team from the San Francisco-based Steele Foundation.

In recent years, military contractors in Haiti have had a more tainted record. Colombian mercenaries hired by an American security firm were accused of taking part in the 2021 assassination of the last elected president, Jovenel Moise.

Rod Joseph, a Haitian American U.S. Army veteran who owns a Florida-based security officer training company, said he had been in talks with Mr. Prince to help supply personnel for his contract since late last year.

An undated photo of Erik Prince and Rod Joseph in Miami. via Rod Joseph


Mr. Joseph, who trained Haitian police on the use of surveillance drones, said Mr. Prince gave him the impression that his plans were under the auspices of the U.S. government but then shifted to be directly under the purview of the Haitian government.

He said Mr. Prince told him that he planned to send private soldiers from El Salvador to Haiti along with three helicopters to engage in attacks against the gangs.

Mr. Joseph said he was uncomfortable with the idea of contractors working directly with the Haitian government, without any American oversight.

"We should be very worried, because if he's from the U.S. government, at least he can have the semblance of having to answer to Congress," he said. "If it's him, his contract, he doesn't owe anybody an explanation."

"It's just another payday," he added.

Mr. Prince texted him a few days ago, Mr. Joseph said, seeking a list of Haitian American veterans to send to Haiti, but he declined to provide names unless Mr. Prince could provide more precise details of their mission and would allow Mr. Joseph to lead them.

U.S. military contractors doing defense work overseas are required to obtain a license from the State Department, but those licenses are not public record.

Mr. Prince has been trying to expand his portfolio and has traveled overseas in search of new business, said Sean McFate, a professor at the National Defense University and author of "The Modern Mercenary: Private Armies and What They Mean for World Order."

Mr. Prince is viewed skeptically by other members of the private military industry, Mr. McFate said, because of his showy nature and the negative publicity he generates for a security industry that prides itself on a "sense of professionalism."

"It's always worth noting where Prince is going, because it's sort of a barometer of where he thinks Trump world might end up, and he wants to make a buck from it," Mr. McFate said.

Lycee Marie Jeanne, a school in the Lavaud neighborhood of Port-au-Prince that last year was turned into a camp for people escaping violence. Adriana Zehbrauskas for The New York Times


But experts stress that Haitians are desperate for solutions -- regardless of where they come from.

"The doors are open. All possibilities must be on the table," Haiti's Minister of Economy and Finance, Alfred Metellus, told Le Nouvelliste, a Haitian newspaper, last month. "We are looking for all Haitians, all foreigners who have expertise in this field and who want to support us, want to support the police and the army to unblock the situation."

Mr. Joseph said he worried that outsourcing the work of fighting gangs to private military contractors would not do anything to improve the skills of the Haitian police and military.

"When you do it this way, it's trouble," he said. "Every time you parachute knowledge in and parachute out, the locals will always be in need of that knowledge. If you don't have knowledge of security, you will just have a bunch of dead people."

Reporting was contributed by Maria Abi-Habib, Eric Schmitt and Michael Crowley.
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L.A. Made Big Promises for the Olympics. Can It Deliver by 2028?

From the Super Bowl to the Oscars, Los Angeles has plenty of experience with high-profile spectacles. But the 2028 Olympics will test the city in the aftermath of devastating wildfires.

Los Angeles hosted the Olympics two other times: 1932 and 1984. Mike Blake/Reuters



By Adam Nagourney and Jesus Jimenez
Reporting from Los Angeles


May 28, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Los Angeles officials brimmed with confidence a decade ago as they urged the International Olympic Committee to make the city the first in the U.S. to host the Summer Olympics since 1996.

"Follow the sun," they said in the official bid for the Games in 2015. Los Angeles promised terrific weather, a $1 billion Olympic Village to house athletes, a state-of-the-art transit system that would allow for a car-free Olympics and a ready-to-go network of stadiums and arenas.

But three years before the opening of the 2028 Summer Olympics, those ambitious promises have been scaled back, supplanted by obstacles that are threatening to undercut preparations for an event that would test this city's wits and resources even in the best of times.

Los Angeles is struggling to recover from the calamitous fires in January, and is girding for a shortage of workers and supplies just as preparations for the Games reach their height. The city government is confronting a projected deficit of nearly $1 billion, and the mayor is facing the threat of a tough re-election campaign.

The Trump administration has been antagonistic to this overwhelmingly Democratic city and state, raising concerns about whether the federal government will come through on all of the $4 billion in funding promised for Olympics security and transportation. Economists fear that a recession may be on the horizon that could, along with the Trump administration's immigration crackdown, dampen ticket sales from overseas visitors.

"I assume they are competent enough to pull it off -- we have the infrastructure built," said Joel Kotkin, a fellow in urban studies at Chapman University in Orange County. "But I can't for the life of me see why you would want to put your effort there. Given what the city and the region now face, why would you want to put more stress on it?"

The city's mayor, Karen Bass, and Casey Wasserman, the chairman of the Los Angeles Olympics organizing committee, said they were confident the Games would be a success and a needed boost for the city, as it recovers from the wounds of this past year. "Our goal as an Olympics is to make L.A. a better city than it was before the Olympics," Mr. Wasserman said.

Mayor Karen Bass pointed to the 1984 Olympics as an example of the city's triumph over a "very, very serious recession." Mike Blake/Reuters


Still, Ms. Bass acknowledged there were reasons for worry: that the fires might divert the attention of city officials from the Olympics; that President Trump might cut off urgently needed funds; that the federal crackdown on immigration, along with the competition for workers, could create a last-minute crunch.

"I think it is appropriate to be concerned," Ms. Bass said in an interview. "It just presents us challenges that we have to overcome. But what I'm often reminded of is the condition of the city in 1984, in '83, when we were in a very, very serious recession, and the economic outlook was very, very bleak. And we were able to come out of it in a major way."

The 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles were widely hailed as a triumph, in no small part because of Peter Ueberroth, the sports executive who was the chairman of the Los Angeles Olympics, as well as Tom Bradley, who served as the mayor from 1973 to 1993. Mr. Ueberroth was named man of the year by Time magazine based on the success of that Olympics.

From the Super Bowl to the Oscars, Los Angeles has plenty of experience with high-profile spectacles. The city will also host World Cup matches in 2026 and the Super Bowl in 2027. City officials said those would amount to a practice run for the monthlong back-to-back Olympic and Paralympic Games.

The Summer Games will far exceed those other major events in scope, attendance and duration. The Games will cost close to $7 billion to stage, and are expected to draw more than 10,000 athletes and potentially millions of tourists, all of whom have to be housed, fed and moved to over 40 venues across the vast expanse of the Los Angeles region.

"The Olympics is hosting seven Super Bowls a day for 30 days," Mr. Wasserman said.

The success of 1984 was invoked by Eric M. Garcetti, who was the city's mayor from 2013 to 2022, as he pitched the Olympics to the world while seeking to reassure many of his constituents that the Games would be a lift for Los Angeles's economy and global reputation.

"Our goal as an Olympics is to make L.A. a better city than it was before the Olympics," said Casey Wasserman, the chairman of the Los Angeles Olympics organizing committee. Milos Bicanski/Getty Images


But that vision presented by Mr. Garcetti and other city officials 10 years ago proved, in many cases, to be more ambitious than the final plan.

The $1 billion Olympic Village, which would have been turned into permanent housing, was abandoned because of its cost; the athletes will instead be housed at dormitories at the University of California, Los Angeles. The volleyball competition will take place at the Alamitos Beach in Long Beach, rather than on the beach at Santa Monica, famous for its pier and Ferris wheel. The Santa Monica city government, facing a projected five-year deficit, backed out.

Canoe slalom, originally envisioned to be played at Sepulveda Basin Recreation Area in Encino, a 30-minute drive from downtown Los Angeles, has been moved 1,300 miles away to Oklahoma City, where an established slalom canoe venue course is already in place.

And it has become clear that one of the central selling points of locating the Games in Los Angeles -- the events would be staged at existing venues without massive amounts of construction -- also means there will be little visible legacy of the 2028 Games.

"L.A. is not quite ready to be a mega-event capital and welcome all these people," said Alissa Walker, the editor of Torched, a newsletter examining the city's preparations for the Olympics. "And what do we get out of it?"

In their original bid, Los Angeles officials -- aware of the city's reputation for traffic -- raised the idea of this being a car-free Olympics. Early plans pledged to have "100 percent of ticketed spectators travel to competition venues by public transport, walking or cycling."

Now, Ms. Bass and Mr. Wasserman have played down the notion of a carless Olympics. "What is meant by that is not that there will be no cars during the Olympics, but that if you want to go to a venue, take public transportation," Ms. Bass said. "It's going to be too difficult to support a car."

Some of the transit improvements envisioned a decade ago have not been completed. Monica Rodriguez, a Los Angeles City Council member who traveled to Paris last year for the Olympics and who's a frequent critic of Ms. Bass, said the Olympics preparations have been "a little behind." As an example, she pointed to one unfinished part of the region's $120 billion rail expansion plan:the East San Fernando Light Rail.

Those transit projects that will be completed, including an electric train, or people mover, on a 2.25-mile track serving Los Angeles International Airport, will meet the Olympic deadline because the original 2024 date of the Games slipped to 2028. (Los Angeles originally bid for the 2024 Games; the I.O.C., in an unusual dual announcement, gave the 2024 Games to Paris and the 2028 Games to Los Angeles).

There will be an electric train to bring travelers into the notoriously congested Los Angeles International Airport. Mark Abramson for The New York Times


Jules Boykoff, a government and politics professor at Pacific University in Oregon who has written extensively about the Olympics, said that Los Angeles was facing a "triple whammy" as host of these Games: the fires, the budget crisis and the "Trump wild card factor." Any one of those factors, he said, could complicate preparations for the Olympics.

"Every hour that City Hall staff puts toward the Olympics really doesn't go toward wildfire recovery," Mr. Boykoff said.

Paul Krekorian, who is overseeing the city's role in preparing for the Olympics, said the fires would not distract from the city's efforts. He, too, noted that the nation was mired in the Great Depression leading up to the 1932 Olympics, which Los Angeles also hosted, and a recession before the 1984 Olympics.

"We're used to having to deal with challenges and succeeding despite that," Mr. Krekorian said.

For Los Angeles officials who are struggling with the city's own financial problems, a key question is whether Mr. Wasserman's committee will meet its target of raising $7.1 billion in corporate sponsorships, contributions and ticket sales. Should it fall short, the city will be responsible for covering the first $270 million of any gap, with the state -- facing its own $12 billion deficit -- responsible for the next $270 million.

Mr. Wasserman said he had obtained commitments of $5.1 billion from benefactors and corporate sponsors and was confident that the rest of the $7.1 billion would come in ticket sales. Asked about the committees's fund-raising efforts, Ms. Bass responded: "We will be ready for the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games and we expect that LA28 will be successful in its fund-raising efforts."

Her predecessor, Mr. Garcetti, said that he attended the 1984 Olympics at the age of 13, and watched Carl Lewis, the track and field star, deliver one of the best performances of his career. (He won four gold medals that year.)

Mr. Garcetti said he was as confident that the Summer Games would be a success as he was when he campaigned for them years ago. He predicted that Los Angeles would be able to use the stage of the Olympics to present a story of recovery.

"L.A. is the city of comeback stories," Mr. Garcetti said. "It's a script that writes and rewrites itself. Forget the Olympics. Whether it's earthquakes, riots, civil unrest, fires. The rising from the ashes -- quite literally this time -- is the story waiting to be told."

Shawn Hubler contributed reporting. Kitty Bennett contributed research.
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Germany Says It Will Step Up Weapons Support for Ukraine

In the latest sign of a warming relationship, President Volodymyr Zelensky met in Berlin with Chancellor Friedrich Merz, who said Germany would increase funding for arms production and supplies.

Chancellor Friedrich Merz of Germany, right, shaking hands with President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine after his arrival in Berlin on Wednesday. Tobias Schwarz/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images
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May 28, 2025 at 06:26 AM

Chancellor Friedrich Merz said on Wednesday that Germany would step up its support for Ukraine, increasing funding for the production of weapons -- including long-range ones -- and sending more military equipment to Kyiv.

The announcement, made at a joint news conference with President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine, comes as the United States is stepping away from the conflict and as Europe has been forced to move unto the breach.

Mr. Merz, without providing specifics, said Germany would supply Ukraine with more funding to step up domestic production of weapons, including those with long-range capabilities, and also increase shipments of military equipment from Germany.

The German Defense Ministry later provided more detail about the aid, saying it included cooperation in weapons construction, air-defense systems, hand-held and other weapons and financing of satellite communications. The value was roughly 5 billion euros, or about $5.7 billion, it said.

Mr. Zelensky was visiting Berlin in a bid to secure more assistance from Europe's industrial powerhouse, and holding his third meeting with Mr. Merz since the German leader took office this month. His trip came as both Moscow and Ukraine race to expand their arsenals to fight a war that is set to drag into a fourth straight summer.

The meetings between Mr. Merz and Mr. Zelensky underscores the chancellor's efforts to reestablish German leadership among European allies in the face of weakening U.S. commitments to NATO, and the importance his country will play in sustaining the Ukrainian war effort.

Germans themselves have been generally divided on whether the country should keep supporting Ukraine. While some feel the defense of Ukraine is important for European security, many in the east and many far-right voters support Russia or fear provoking it.

The German economy is also in crisis, which has put pressure on German governments. But a move in March to loosen borrowing limits on the government -- freeing it to spend more on defense and infrastructure -- could bolster Mr. Merz's efforts to send more aid to Ukraine without forcing him to make budget cuts elsewhere.

At the news briefing, Mr. Zelensky said he felt that Ukraine should be invited to a NATO summit that is set to take place in The Hague this summer.

"If Ukraine is not present at the NATO summit," he said, "it will be a victory not over Ukraine, but over NATO -- a victory for Putin." He did not say if he and Mr. Merz had discussed the issue, and said it was up to NATO to make that decision.

Before traveling to Germany, Mr. Zelensky had said that securing financing to expand Ukraine's domestic arms production will be a central goal.

"We need financial support," Mr. Zelensky told reporters on Tuesday at a briefing in Kyiv, the Ukrainian capital. "That's the biggest issue -- not technology limits or lack of long-range weapons. It's about money."

In his Tuesday evening address to the nation, Mr. Zelensky listed the equipment his country needed: "Attack drones, interceptors, cruise missiles, Ukrainian ballistic systems -- these are the key elements. We must manufacture all of them."

After years traveling the world in search of weapons to help his nation battle a far larger enemy, Mr. Zelensky said at the briefing on Tuesday that Kyiv now needed some $30 billion in annual financing to fund its domestic arms production at full capacity.

Russia's foreign minister, Sergey V. Lavrov, on Wednesday lashed out at Mr. Merz's promise of more military aid to Ukraine. "Germany is sliding down the same slope that it has already been moving down a couple of times in the last century, toward its collapse," Mr. Lavrov said in an interview with Russian state television. "I hope that responsible politicians in this country will finally draw the right conclusions and stop this madness," he added.

With neither side able to achieve major breakthroughs on the front for more than two years and Russia once again on the offensive, the arms race takes on ever greater importance, said Seth G. Jones, a former Defense Department official who closely tracks the war.

"In wars of attrition, victory has frequently gone to the side with the more productive defense industrial base," he said.

The industrial dimension of the war, Mr. Jones noted, is also to a great extent a proxy war.

"On one side is the Ukrainian defense industrial base, with aid from Europe and the United States," he said. "On the other side is the Russian industrial base, with aid from China, Iran and North Korea."

Soldiers in the Kharkiv region of Ukraine this month. Tyler Hicks/The New York Times


A key variable in the year ahead, he said, will be whether both sides can maintain their foreign industrial assistance.

With the Trump administration so far unwilling to approve new military assistance for Ukraine and European allies struggling to fill the void, expanding sanctions, Mr. Zelensky said Tuesday, is "a crucial step" in slowing Russian forces down.

Still, he insisted that Moscow cannot afford to wage war indefinitely.

"Multiple intelligence analyses agree: We all hope that by June 2026, the war will be over," he said. "But even now, sanctions are affecting the Russian economy."

Mr. Zelensky arrived at the chancellery in a motorcade of black limousines, escorted by police officers on motorcycles. Wearing a black suit and a button-down shirt, he was greeted by Mr. Merz, and then a German military band played the national anthems of both countries.

Mr. Merz has supported expanded sanctions to force President Vladimir V. Putin  to agree to a cease-fire.

At the moment, Russia's military industrial complex continues to expand, and the Kremlin is able to replenish its forces at a far faster rate than Ukraine.

In recent months, Mr. Zelensky said at the briefing Tuesday, Russia has been able to recruit 40,000 to 50,000 new soldiers, while Ukraine is mobilizing 25,000 to 27,000.

Tanks displayed during the Victory Day parade in Moscow this month. Alexander Zemlianichenko/Associated Press


The White House has so far resisted taking any steps to pressure Moscow, maintaining that it would undermine diplomacy. After Russia's most recent bombardments -- some of the largest of the war -- President Trump lashed out at Mr. Putin, saying he had gone "crazy."

Mr. Trump expressed renewed frustration with the Russian leader on Tuesday, writing on social media that "if it weren't for me, lots of really bad things would have already happened to Russia."

And again on Wednesday, Mr. Trump said he was "not happy" with Moscow's continued attacks on Ukraine, adding that he would find out soon whether Mr. Putin Putin was stringing him along in U.S.-facilitated cease-fire talks.

Still, Mr. Trump gave no indication of what steps he was willing to take to pressure the Kremlin and has made it clear that he expects Europe to take the lead in supporting Ukraine.

Mr. Merz's warm embrace of Mr. Zelensky stands in stark contrast to the initially cool relationship that Olaf Scholz, the previous German chancellor, had with the Ukrainian leader. Mr. Scholz did not visit Ukraine until a year after Russia invaded. But just three days after being sworn in this month, Mr. Merz traveled to Ukraine.

While both Russian and Ukraine are ramping up arms production, they are also locked in a ferocious campaign to degrade each other's military industrial complex through both overt and covert actions.

The Russian Ministry of Defense reported on Wednesday that it had shot down nearly 300 Ukrainian drones in an overnight attack aimed at military-industrial targets. The Ukrainian Air Force said the latest Russian bombardment before dawn on Wednesday featured 88 drones, five ballistic missiles and a cruise missile.

Mr. Zelensky said that even as Kyiv stands ready to continue negotiations in almost any format, the only way to achieve peace is to raise the cost of war for the Kremlin.

Mr. Zelensky told the reporters Tuesday that he remained ready for a direct meeting with Mr. Putin, or a meeting with both Mr. Putin and Mr. Trump. "If Putin only wants a tri-party format, that's fine too. I see no problem with formats; the key is substance."

Nataliya Vasilyeva and Alina Lobzina contributed reporting.
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In California, There's One Import That Nobody Wants 

Large amounts of untreated sewage flow daily from Mexico into Imperial Beach, Calif. That has closed beaches and sickened residents.

The problem of sewage and trash flowing from Mexico to San Diego County traces back at least a century but has grown significantly worse in recent years



By Soumya Karlamangla
Photographs by Ariana Drehsler
Reporting from Imperial Beach, Calif., and the banks of the Tijuana River in San Diego County


May 26, 2025 at 10:01 AM

White sand stretches for miles where Pacific Ocean waves crash into the shore. Nearby, bicycles lean against seaside cottages that are accented by banana and palm trees out front. A rickety wooden pier offers spectacular views of sherbet-hued sunsets over the water.

To the eye, Imperial Beach, Calif., is an idyllic beach town, a playground for tourists and Southern California residents alike at the southern border with Mexico.

But lately, the view has been ruined by the sea breeze, which reeks of rotten eggs. The surfers who once prepared for big-wave competitions are gone. So are the tourists who built intricate sand castles and licked ice cream cones on the pier.

Imperial Beach is now the center of one of the nation's worst environmental disasters: Every day, 50 million gallons of untreated sewage, industrial chemicals and trash flow from Tijuana, Mexico, into southern San Diego County.

The cross-national problem traces back at least a century. But it has significantly worsened in recent years as the population of Tijuana has exploded and sewage treatment plants in both countries have fallen into disrepair.

"It's a public health ticking time bomb that isn't being taken seriously," said Paloma Aguirre, the mayor of Imperial Beach. "We need help."

Imperial Beach's shoreline, which has drawn tourists for more than a century, has been closed for more than 1,200 days in a row because of health concerns.

To the eye, Imperial Beach is an idyllic beach town, a playground for tourists and Southern California residents alike at the southern border with Mexico.


Every day, 50 million gallons of untreated sewage, industrial chemicals and trash flow from through the Tijuana River from Tijuana, Mexico, into southern San Diego County.


The U.S.-Mexico border wall.


A growing body of research suggests that even breathing the air may be harmful, as toxic particles in the water can become airborne. There are no overnight solutions, and officials on both sides of the border say that it will take yearslong expansions of sewage treatment plants to stop the pollution.

In the meantime, Ms. Aguirre permanently sealed shut the windows of her home to keep out the noxious stench.

More than 1,100 Navy recruits have contracted gastrointestinal illnesses after training in southern San Diego waters, the Office of the Naval Inspector General determined. And nearly half of the region's 40,900 households have experienced health problems, including migraine headaches, rashes and shortness of breath, that were most likely attributable to the sewage, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Things have grown so desperate that when Lee Zeldin, President Trump's new environmental secretary and a former Republican congressman, arrived last month, even local Democrats cheered. On Earth Day, Mr. Zeldin came to Imperial Beach and vowed to urgently fix the sewage problem, which he said was "top of mind" for Mr. Trump.

"We are all out of patience," Mr. Zeldin said.

The crisis has upended life in southern San Diego County -- what locals call South County -- which has an unusual mix of touristy beach towns and industrial warehouses. The region is defined by its border with Mexico, where Spanish and English flow interchangeably and the densely populated hillsides of Tijuana loom in the distance.

But South County residents have felt powerless when it comes to the complex international dynamics that have allowed so much sewage to overwhelm their neighborhoods.

"We want to be able to survive," said Jesse Ramirez, 60, who has owned a skate and surf shop on Imperial Beach's main drag for three decades. On a recent morning during what would typically be the start of tourist season, his store was entirely empty.

Jesse Ramirez, 60, owns a skate and surf shop on Imperial Beach's main drag. On a recent morning during what would typically be the start of tourist season, his store was entirely empty.


Imperial Beach's shoreline, which has drawn tourists for more than a century, has been closed for more than 1,200 days in a row because of health concerns.


The crisis has upended life in southern San Diego County -- what locals call South County -- which has an unusual mix of touristy beach towns and industrial warehouses. 


Imperial Beach, known to locals as I.B., was never as glamorous as the wealthy beach spots farther north. It takes its name from Imperial County, an inland region from which farmers once arrived each summer to escape the sweltering heat.

The city has long been a working-class community, and its nearly four miles of coastline have functioned as a town square at the southwestern corner of the continental United States.

Not long ago, surfers rode the world-renowned swells at Tijuana Sloughs, the city's southernmost beach. Locals walked their dogs on the warm sand and enjoyed the sea breeze and pints of beer on outdoor patios.

But so-called extreme odor events happen more nights than not. Tests have found a disturbing slew of contaminants in the water, including arsenic, heavy metals, hepatitis, E. coli, salmonella, banned pesticides such as DDT, and more.

"We have watched in horror as the amounts of sewage have catastrophically increased," said Serge Dedina, a surfer and environmentalist who served as mayor of Imperial Beach from 2014 to 2022. "It's become kind of like a collective mental health crisis."

In the 1990s, in an act of binational cooperation, the United States built a plant on its side of the border to help treat sewage from Tijuana, which often flowed into San Diego beaches via northward currents from Mexico. At the same time, Mexico established a plant in Tijuana as well.

But those plants haven't kept up with explosive population growth in Tijuana, one of Mexico's fastest-growing cities. Roughly 2.3 million people now live in the city, spurred in part by American companies that built factories there for cheap labor. Aging infrastructure and damage from turbulent rains have further reduced how much sewage the plants can treat.

Paula Stigler Granados, a public health researcher at San Diego State University, says the problem of the sewage flow is "the largest environmental justice issue in the whole country." 


Trash at Border Field State Park in San Diego.


"We have watched in horror as the amounts of sewage have catastrophically increased," said Serge Dedina, a lifeguard and environmentalist who served as mayor of Imperial Beach from 2014 to 2022.


The sewage problem now stretches up to Coronado, a wealthy enclave known for the historic Hotel del Coronado, where rooms regularly go for $1,000 a night and a $550 million renovation just finished after six years.

Beaches have been forced to close there as well, so fewer tourists are booking lodging, said John Duncan, the city's mayor.

"My biggest concern as mayor is that the reputation as 'the toilet of Mexico' starts to stick at some point and really hurts us," Mr. Duncan said.

In addition to the sewage that goes directly into the ocean, another 10 million gallons each day flow into the 120-mile Tijuana River, which begins in Mexico and winds northward into the United States before emptying at Imperial Beach, according to the U.S. International Boundary and Water Commission, which manages the U.S. treatment plant and is overseen by the State Department.

The river waste comes from factories, as well as from shantytowns in Tijuana that aren't hooked up to the city's sewer system. The river provides habitat for 370 species of birds along the Pacific Flyway, an important migratory pathway. But in recent years, it has essentially become an open sewer running through southern San Diego neighborhoods and near schools, researchers say.

On a recent day, the water in the Tijuana River appeared fluorescent green and was spotted with foam, what scientists say is the product of industrial chemicals. Beneath lanky willows, discarded tires clogged the waterway. Crushed milk jugs and scraps of clothing piled up on the river's muddy banks. The sulfur stench was pungent, even through a respirator mask.

Along the river, scientists have detected astronomically high levels of hydrogen sulfide in the air, which can cause headaches, fatigue, skin infections, anxiety and respiratory and gastrointestinal problems. Residents have complained about such symptoms for years, said Paula Stigler Granados, a public health researcher at San Diego State University.

"I consider this to be the largest environmental justice issue in the whole country," Ms. Granados said. "I don't know any other place where millions of gallons of raw sewage would be allowed to flow through a community."

A culvert in Goat Canyon at Border Field State Park. Many people worry that any changes to solve the sewage problem will take too long


A distant view of Tijuana from Tijuana Estuary at Border Field State Park. 


Tijuana River Valley Regional Park Campground in San Diego. Some short-term ideas that have been floated include trying to treat the river water before it reaches neighborhoods and giving air purifiers to residents.


The U.S. boundary commission has secured $600 million to double its treatment capacity to 50 million gallons per day, according to Frank Fisher, a spokesman. The Mexican plant is also working on repairs and expanding capacity, he said.

Many worry that the changes will take too long: The expansion at the American plant alone will take five years. Some short-term ideas that have been floated include trying to treat the river water before it reaches neighborhoods and giving air purifiers to residents.

Mr. Zeldin said when he visited San Diego in April that he was compiling a list of projects that would solve the crisis sooner. He suggested building a funnel at the Mexican treatment plant that would send sewage farther from the shore.

Mr. Dedina, the former Imperial Beach mayor, moved there when he was 7 and grew up surfing and lifeguarding. But he surfed those waters for the last time in 2019, he said, heading back to shore despite perfect, 10-foot waves. The water that day was simply too foul.

"I just said: 'I can't do this anymore. I can't go in the water,'" he recalled. "It's like Russian roulette." In 2022, Mr. Dedina moved Wildcoast, the environmental nonprofit he runs, out of Imperial Beach because his employees began complaining of toxic fumes. Then, last year, he and his wife moved to central San Diego, away from the stench. The health risks in his hometown had become too much.

"I miss the life that I had," he said. "Grabbing my surfboard, going in the water. It's gone and it's tragic."
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Driverless Semi Trucks Are Here, With Little Regulation and Big Promises

As the trucking industry struggles to recruit drivers, driverless trucks won't need sleep, won't speed and won't get road rage. But experts and truck drivers say they are not a panacea.

Under normal circumstances, experts say, robotrucks drive more safely than humans. But some caution that the road is unpredictable and designers can't anticipate all situations a truck would encounter. Dylan Hollingsworth/Bloomberg



By Tim Balk



May 27, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The semi truck rumbled down the congested, five-lane Texas highway, letting a small sedan pass on its right, then accelerating past another semi on its left.

In the back seat of the truck's sun-drenched cabin, a middle-aged man watched YouTube videos on his phone. Behind him, a 53-foot refrigerated trailer carried nearly 25,000 pounds of pastries.

Nobody was in the driver's seat.

Last month, Aurora Innovation, based in Pittsburgh, became the first company to operate a driverless 18-wheeler on an American highway, ushering in an era that could dramatically change how cargo moves across the United States.

Video: 

Aurora Innovation has operated two driverless trucks on Texas interstates so far.

Autonomous trucks, proponents say, could solve a knot of problems facing the American shipping industry, which has struggled to recruit drivers for grueling,  low-paying long-haul shifts, and which expects major growth in cargo shipment activity in the coming decades, driven by the overwhelming popularity of online shopping.

These new trucks won't need sleep, they won't speed, and they won't get road rage. They won't ride the brakes or make unnecessary lane changes, wasting fuel. And they won't need to abide by the 11-hour daily driving maximum imposed on long-haul truckers for safety reasons.

"If you're a farm that has fresh produce, the reach of your farm just expanded dramatically," said Chris Urmson, the chief executive of Aurora, who was riding in the back seat during the first run.

Aurora's new truck, which has already logged more than 1,000 driverless miles shuttling goods along Interstate 45 in Texas, is equipped with nearly 360-degree sensors that can detect objects 1,000 feet away.

But some truckers, academics and labor groups are uneasy. They see an unregulated and risky sphere emerging, and worry that American roads could be facing a new menace.

Byron Bloch, an auto safety expert in Maryland, said that federal oversight of the new robotrucks was "totally inadequate" and that the technology was being rushed into use with "alarming" speed.

"My initial thought is: It's scary," said Angela Griffin, a veteran truck driver from outside Hagerstown, Md.

She said misting rain had caused A.I.-powered scanners on her semi truck to malfunction, and she worried that unpredictable traffic patterns in congested areas or challenging weather conditions could lead to catastrophic errors by unmanned trucks.

A test track in Pittsburgh, where Aurora is based. Gene J. Puskar/Associated Press

The truck is outfitted with 25 laser, radar and camera sensors. The company said the trucks can detect objects 1,000 feet away. Gene J. Puskar/Associated Press


Ms. Griffin recalled a particularly difficult episode: Driving down a rain-soaked Interstate 95 in Fredericksburg, Va., early one morning, signs directed her that the right two lanes would be blocked off because of construction.

Following the signage, she moved her semi to the far left lane, but when she went around a bend, she discovered the sign was wrong: two construction trucks were parked in the left lane, she said. There was a semi on her right. Workers were in between the trucks, and there was no left shoulder. She slammed on the brakes and yelled. Her truck pulled up just in time.

"I thought for sure I was going to kill those people," she said. "I don't see how a driverless truck would have been able to read and recognize the threat that was imminent."

And Ms. Griffin wondered if the lack of a driver might slow the response time if an autonomous truck runs over a pedestrian, or freezes in the road and gets rear-ended. (Mr. Urmson, the Aurora chief, declined to say how many people in a remote assistance center would be assigned to each robotruck.)

Semi trucks, the skeptics note, bring dangers different from those posed by the self-driving cars that have started to take over the streets of San Francisco, Phoenix, Austin and Las Vegas. The trucks are far heavier, and need at least a football field's length to come to a complete stop at highway speeds. Some carry flammable or hazardous materials.

The rollout of robocars has itself been bumpy. In Arizona in 2018, a driverless car ran over a pedestrian walking a bicycle, killing her. In San Francisco and Austin, the vehicles have slowed emergency response times and caused accidents.

With larger vehicles, the critics say, the dangers multiply. The risks seemed to crystallize on an Arizona highway in 2022, when an autonomous truck with a driver aboard veered across Route 10 and careened into a concrete barrier. (Nobody was hurt.)

"It's potentially disastrous from a safety perspective," said John Samuelsen, head of the Transport Workers Union of America, who is also worried about trucking jobs being automated out of existence. 

Mr. Samuelsen appears to have public opinion on his side. A survey conducted by AAA this year found that 61 percent of motorists in the United States feared self-driving vehicles and that 26 percent were unsure about them.

Mr. Urmson, the Aurora chief, vowed that his trucks would be safe. "We have something like 2.7 million tests that we run the system through," he said.

The shipping industry has struggled to recruit truck drivers in recent years for grueling long-haul shifts. Gene J. Puskar/Associated Press


And he said they would not displace truckers, citing growing demand and an aging work force. "It is a noble job," he said of trucking. "That said, people don't particularly want to do it anymore."

The safety concerns are not universal among truckers. Gary Buchs of Colfax, Ill., who has been driving big rigs since the 1980s, said he expected driverless trucks would be safer and more predictable. He doubted they would eradicate trucking jobs.

"I think the growth of jobs will outpace the addition of autonomous trucks," Mr. Buchs said, predicting that for any lost long-haul trucking jobs, there would be new, higher-quality careers for shorter deliveries. "Younger people want the jobs changed."

Just about everybody agrees on one thing. The robotrucks are coming, fast. "Like a freaking Corvette -- doing zero to 60," Mr. Samuelsen said.

The consulting firm McKinsey & Company has projected that 13 percent of the heavy-duty trucks on U.S. roads will drive themselves within a decade.

For now, Aurora, whose investors include Uber, has operated just two trucks without a driver -- only in good weather and during the day. And last week, Aurora said it was temporarily returning an observer to the driver's seat at the request of the truck's manufacturer. But Aurora says it plans to expand its driverless runs to at least 20 trucks by year's end, and to push into more challenging conditions.

The company is fine-tuning the technology for bad weather, and said its robotruck would drive conservatively in the rain and use blasts of high-pressure air to clean the lenses of its sensors. Runs in the snow appear more distant. (Mr. Urmson previously ran Google's self-driving car project, now known as Waymo, which has had successes in San Francisco and other cities.)

At least three other companies are also developing driverless trucks. One of the companies, Kodiak Robotics, has started to use driverless trucks on dirt roads in Texas.

Experts spoke highly of Aurora, describing the company as a leader in safety. But they also expressed concern about a lack of regulation.

"What Aurora's doing is being much more careful than most," said Philip Koopman, an engineering professor at Carnegie Mellon University who specializes in autonomous vehicles. "But there's still no requirement for independent checks and balances."

The Transportation Department, which regulates commercial trucking through its Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, said in a statement that "comprehensive federal regulations specific to automated trucks are still under development." But the department added that it was working with the trucking industry and state governments to "modernize safety oversight."

Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas, a Republican, said in a statement that he welcomed the arrival of Aurora's trucks and that his state "offers businesses the freedom to succeed."

Although there is no federal regulatory framework in place, a number of states have considered legislation to regulate self-driving trucks. 

Under normal circumstances, experts said, robotrucks may prove much better at driving than humans. "For our ordinary set of traffic crashes, automated trucking will be safer," predicted Bryant Walker Smith, a law professor at the University of South Carolina who focuses on driverless vehicles, citing existing research on vehicle automation.

But experts caution that it is impossible to predict how the trucks will react to circumstances their designers did not anticipate: a storm of tumbleweeds, perhaps, or a broad cyberattack that affects their systems.

"This technology is really good at things it's practiced, and really bad at things it has never seen before," Professor Koopman said, adding, "From a safety point of view, nobody knows how it's going to turn out."
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Jewish Community in Kansas City Mourns a 'Radiant Link' for Peace

At the funeral for Sarah Milgrim, who was killed outside a Jewish museum in Washington last week, the Israeli embassy aide was mourned as someone who wanted to help everyone.

Sarah Milgrim grew up in the Jewish community of Kansas City, which has been the target of antisemitism. Charlie Riedel/Associated Press



By Kevin Draper and Juliet Macur
Kevin Draper reported from Overland Park, Kan. Juliet Macur reported from Washington.


May 27, 2025 at 10:49 PM

At college, at temple and at the embassy where she worked, Sarah Milgrim was known for bringing people together.

"Sarah was a link, a powerful, radiant link," Rabbi Stephanie Kramer told a synagogue overflowing with mourners on Tuesday in Overland Park, Kan., just days after Ms. Milgrim was one of two Israeli Embassy workers killed outside a Jewish museum in Washington.

Standing near the casket draped with an Israeli flag, as hundreds watched online, the rabbi added that Ms. Milgrim had the ability to make her family and friends feel "more deeply connected to Israel, to Jewish life, and to each other."

Speakers at the funeral on Tuesday, held at Congregation Beth Torah, also recalled moments from her childhood. She loved horseback riding and caring for animals, once using oven mitts to save a baby bunny.

A rabbi who had known her since she was a young girl growing up in nearby Prairie Village recalled her as a steadfast member of the Jewish community through high school and then at the University of Kansas. And her supervisor at the Israeli embassy praised her for serving as a liaison to progressive groups "with a natural brilliance and boldness."

A gunman killed Ms. Milgrim, 26, and her boyfriend, Yaron Lischinsky, 30, last week as they left an event focused on improving the delivery of humanitarian aid to the Middle East. The suspect claimed that he "did it for Gaza," according to an F.B.I. affidavit filed in federal court.

A candlelight vigil was held outside the White House in Washington last week for Ms. Milgrim and Yaron Lischinsky. Eric Lee/The New York Times


One of the rabbis who participated in Ms. Milgrim's funeral service called the violence incomprehensible, something that people were not supposed to understand.

Doug Alpert, the rabbi at the Kol Ami synagogue in Kansas City, Mo., called Ms. Milgrim "a good soul" and "a pursuer of peace." He spoke of Ms. Milgrim's "innate sense of goodness" toward people and the environment, saying she believed "our place in the world was not to run roughshod over it, but to be its loving caretaker."

Ms. Milgrim grew up in the relatively small Jewish community of Kansas City -- about 20,000 people spread across two states. Moments of antisemitism are seared in the community's memory, including the swastikas that were spray-painted at Ms. Milgrim's public high school in 2017, when she was a student there.

In 2014, a white supremacist shot and killed three people outside a Jewish center and retirement community in Overland Park. None of the victims were Jewish, but during his trial, the killer, who was convicted of capital murder, said that he had wanted "to kill Jews, not to kill people."

Last Wednesday in Washington, Ms. Milgrim and her boyfriend had been looking forward to big plans. On Sunday, they were supposed to fly to Israel, where Mr. Lischinsky had planned to introduce Ms. Milgrim to his family. He was going to propose to her there, said Yechiel Leiter, the Israeli ambassador to the United States.

Instead, their funerals were held a day apart. Mr. Lischinsky was buried on Monday 6,000 miles away, near his childhood home in Israel.

On Tuesday, most entrances to the synagogue in Kansas were blocked by cars or trucks, and a heavy police and security presence stood by.

Several funeral speakers said Ms. Milgrim wanted peace and described how she had dedicated her life to promoting it, including at the Israeli embassy. Sawsan Hasson, her supervisor, said that although hate had taken her from them, "Somehow, in your passing, you have created connection and meaning."

While earning a master's degree at American University, Ms. Milgrim spent time in Israel working for and studying an organization that brings together Israelis and Palestinians in their 20s for seminars to develop technical skills. The group gives them a chance to meet people on the other side of the long-running conflict.

"If you were really interested in creating solutions to this seemingly endless conflict that separates Jews and Muslims, Israelis and Palestinians, you could've asked Sarah," Rabbi Alpert told the synagogue.

Speakers pledged to follow her example. "We will carry your torch, Sarah," Rabbi Kramer said. "We will continue your mission."
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Another Suspect Is Charged in Bitcoin Kidnapping and Torture Case

The man, William Duplessie, surrendered to the police Tuesday morning. Authorities have said the victim was an Italian man who was tormented in a luxury Manhattan townhouse for weeks.

William Duplessie is walked out of the 13th Precinct in handcuffs after turning himself in to face charges of kidnapping and torturing another man for his Bitcoin wallet on Tuesday. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times



By Chelsia Rose Marcius and Maia Coleman



May 27, 2025 at 02:50 PM

A third person accused of kidnapping a man and torturing him for nearly three weeks to steal his Bitcoin fortune surrendered to the police in New York City on Tuesday morning, Police Commissioner Jessica S. Tisch said.

The police identified the man, who has connections to Switzerland and Miami, as William Duplessie, 33. He spent days negotiating his surrender with the Police Department after the arrest on Friday of two other suspects, according to two law enforcement officials briefed on the matter.

Mr. Duplessie was arraigned in Manhattan Criminal Courthouse on Tuesday night and charged with kidnapping, a crime that carries a maximum sentence of 25 years to life in prison. He was also charged with assault, unlawful imprisonment and criminal possession of a weapon. He was held without bail.

One of the people arrested on Friday, John Woeltz, 37, a cryptocurrency investor, faces kidnapping, assault and firearms charges. The other, Beatrice Folchi, 24, who was initially charged by the police with kidnapping and unlawful imprisonment, was quickly released and her prosecution was deferred, one of the officials said.

Shortly before 11:30 a.m., Mr. Duplessie, in handcuffs and flanked by two detectives, was walked out of a precinct house on East 21st Street in Manhattan. Wearing a white polo shirt and black pants, Mr. Duplessie did not respond to questions as he was placed in a waiting police cruiser.

The episode burst into public view on Friday morning when the victim, an Italian man named Michael Valentino Teofrasto Carturan, escaped from a lavish, 17-room townhouse in the NoLIta neighborhood of Manhattan, where he was being held captive, and flagged down a traffic agent.

Mr. Carturan and Mr. Woeltz had ties to a crypto hedge fund in New York, according to an internal police report relayed by a third law enforcement official. But Mr. Carturan and Mr. Woeltz fell out over money and Mr. Carturan flew to Italy, according to the report. Soon after, Mr. Woeltz persuaded him to return to New York.

Mr. Carturan arrived at the townhouse, at 38 Prince Street, on May 6, where he was captured and held by Mr. Woeltz and Ms. Folchi, the report said. They wanted the password to a Bitcoin wallet worth millions, the report said.

The townhouse from which Michael Valentino Teofrasto Carturan escaped after nearly three weeks of captivity. Jackie Molloy for The New York Times


Mr. Carturan was bound with electrical cords and whipped with a gun, according to the report. The attackers also submerged his feet in water and used a Taser to jolt him with electricity. At points they also urinated on him, forced him to smoke crack cocaine and threatened to kill his family, prosecutors said.

Inside the townhouse, which was recently listed for rent at $75,000 a month, investigators discovered photographs of Mr. Carturan being tortured, as well as several guns, a ballistic vest, chicken wire, broken furniture and traces of blood -- much of it on the third floor of the home, according to the report and prosecutors.

Mr. Carturan said that as he rebuffed his captors' demands, the assaults escalated, and he was carried to the top of the five-story home and suspended over the ledge.

After his escape, Mr. Carturan told the police the harrowing story, according to the report.

Surveillance video aired by NBC 4 shows Mr. Carturan rushing for help in the moments after he fled the townhouse on Friday. In the video, he lopes barefoot down the sidewalk in apparent distress and approaches a traffic officer who is roaming nearby. Mr. Carturan can be seen wearing black athletic shorts and a black polo shirt and clutching a small black bag as he bounds on his heels toward the officer.

At the arraignment, Mr. Duplessie's lawyer, Sanford Talkin, asked the judge to allow his client to be released to stay in Florida with his father, James Duplessie, who sat in the courtroom on Tuesday evening.

"The facts here are hotly disputed; his involvement is hotly disputed," Mr. Talkin said. The judge, Julieta Lozano, denied the request.

Mr. Talkin and Mr. Duplessie's father declined to comment after the arraignment.

Mr. Woeltz's lawyer, Wayne Ervin Gosnell Jr., and Mr. Woeltz's mother also declined to comment on the case. Efforts to reach a lawyer for Ms. Folchi were unsuccessful.

The case comes amid a rash of jarring attacks around the globe in which high-ranking crypto executives and their relatives have been kidnapped or assaulted for ransom.

The "wrench attacks," so named because of the brutish techniques involved, have become a growing concern in the world of digital currency, as more investors store sensitive information on physical devices, instead of digitally, in an effort to avoid hackers.

The trend has become especially troubling in France, where several prominent crypto entrepreneurs have been targeted in the past few months. In January, the father of a crypto influencer was found in the trunk of a car, bound and covered in gasoline, after the family was attacked at their home in eastern France, according to French media reports.

A few weeks later, the founder of a French cryptocurrency company was abducted from his home and had one of his fingers cut off by his captors.

Mr. Duplessie is an entrepreneur and co-founder of Pangea Blockchain Fund, an investment firm based in Lugano, Switzerland, that he launched with his father and another relative, Stephen Duplessie, in 2019, according to archived pages of the company's website. The fund raised $19 million to invest in tech companies "committed to building impactful blockchain solutions," according to its LinkedIn page.

Pangea is "currently liquidating its positions," according to the site, which is now a single page.

William Duplessie roamed from state to state in the past decade, holding addresses in California, Louisiana, Kentucky and Florida, according to public records.

His arrest on Tuesday is not his first brush with the court system.

Complaints against Mr. Duplessie in Connecticut and in Miami hint at a life of luxury underpinned by recklessness and debt. In one complaint from 2023, a car leasing company sued Mr. Duplessie for failing to make the $3,690-a-month payments on a 2018 Lamborghini Huracan. In another complaint from that year, he was sued for failing to pay rent on a furnished home in Miami and then leaving it in a state of disrepair.

This December, Mr. Duplessie was also sued for "violently" rear-ending another car while driving a 2016 Porsche Cayman in Miami. He has also received eight traffic violations in Miami since December 2021, according to public records.

The link between Mr. Duplessie and Mr. Woeltz is unclear, but public records show that Mr. Duplessie spent time in Smithland, Ky., about 20 miles from Mr. Woeltz's hometown, Paducah.

Mr. Woeltz in 2020 told The Paducah Sun, a local newspaper, that after he graduated from the University of Kentucky, he moved west and begun to invest in Silicon Valley startups.

Police officers arrested John Woeltz in connection with the kidnapping on Friday. Kava Gorna, via Associated Press


His tech career appeared to take off quickly. In 2018, a John Woeltz was part of a winning team at the ETHGlobal San Francisco hackathon, according to a post by the organization. He and his teammates built a robot that could cast absentee ballots for college students.

In 2020, Mr. Woeltz gave $10,000 to Sprocket, a nonprofit, that sought to bring tech companies to the Paducah area, according to the interview with The Sun. At the time, Mr. Woeltz said he was the managing director of Silicon River Capital, an investment fund focused on blockchain technology.

"When I grew up in Paducah, there just wasn't a clear path for me locally in tech," Mr. Woeltz said in the interview. "After graduating from U.K., I packed my bags and headed for Silicon Valley, because that's what you had to do then to succeed in the industry."

In recent years, Kentucky has become a player in the cryptocurrency mining industry, and Mr. Woeltz was tapped to join a working group under its state office of technology.

The group was set up by Kentucky lawmakers to use blockchain technology to protect natural gas pipelines, telecommunications and other infrastructure, according to its 2024 annual report. But Mr. Woeltz's interactions with the group in recent years were limited. In interviews with The New York Times, two participants said that Mr. Woeltz served only as an advisory member.

Cassidy Jensen, Tracey Tully, Jefferson Siegel and Matthew Haag contributed reporting. Kitty Bennett contributed research.
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SpaceX Loses Control of Starship, Adding to Spacecraft's Mixed Record

Much was riding on Flight 9 for Elon Musk's giant moon and Mars rocket after debris from January and March flights fell into the Atlantic Ocean, disrupting air travel.

Video: SpaceX's Starship Has Smooth Launch but Uncontrolled Reentry

The spacecraft sprang a propellant leak, causing it to break apart and scatter debris in the Indian Ocean.


By Kenneth Chang



May 27, 2025 at 09:35 PM

The latest flight of SpaceX's Starship, the largest and most powerful rocket ever built, got all the way up to space, but not all the way back down to Earth.

The upper-stage vehicle coasted through space on Tuesday, surpassing flights in January and March that ended in explosions and showers of debris over the Atlantic Ocean. But halfway through its uncrewed journey, the spacecraft sprang a propellant leak. That caused it to start spinning out of control. The Starship vehicle used in the test flight was not able to survive the intense heat, breaking up as it fell back into the atmosphere.

By design, the debris fell into the Indian Ocean, far from areas inhabited by people.

That suggests SpaceX engineers still have much work to do with Starship, especially the upper-stage vehicle, before the spacecraft can be reused frequently, a necessity for fulfilling the vision of Elon Musk, who founded the company in order to send people to Mars one day.

Several tests that SpaceX planned during the flight, the ninth, were not conducted.

Several hours before the launch, Mr. Musk told Tim Dodd, a space journalist who hosts the "Everyday Astronaut" video podcast, that "by far the most important thing" was the re-entry portion of the test flight. The heat protection on the underside of the spacecraft included several variations to see what might work best.

"It's all about the tiles," Mr. Musk said.

Because the spacecraft was spinning by then, that data was not collected, and the tests will have to be attempted again on the next flight.

There was nonetheless progress during the flight, which lifted off from Starbase, Texas, around 7:37 p.m. Eastern.

The company appears to have fixed the problems that caused the spacecraft to explode during the ascent of the two previous test flights.

"Starship made it to the scheduled ship engine cutoff, so big improvement over last flight!" Mr. Musk wrote on X after the flight's end. "Also, no significant loss of heat shield tiles during ascent. Leaks caused loss of main tank pressure during the coast and re-entry phase."

The mission also flew a booster that had been used for an earlier test flight in January -- important progress toward demonstrating a rocket that can be flown over and over.

But that too also was an incomplete achievement. While the re-flown Super Heavy booster worked on the way up, it was lost as three engines lit up to simulate a landing over the Gulf of Mexico. However, SpaceX was attempting various tests to push the performance of the booster, suggesting that the outcome may not have been a major setback."

Mr. Musk had planned to deliver a talk earlier on Tuesday before the launch titled "The Road to Making Life Interplanetary." But a minutes after it was set to begin, he announced it was postponed until after the test flight.

He made no mention of it after the test flight.

In his post-launch X post, he said the next three Starship test flights would occur at a faster pace, one every three to four weeks.

Mr. Musk often sets out unrealistic schedules, and progress on Starship has been slower than he promised. SpaceX is to provide Starship as the lunar lander for Artemis III, the NASA mission that is to return astronauts to the surface of the moon in a couple of years. That contract is worth several billion dollars, but Mr. Musk does not appear particularly enthusiastic about it.

During his conversation with Mr. Dodd, Mr. Musk described the goals of the Artemis program, which was created during the President Trump's first administration, as "objectively feeble."

"We should either do a base on the moon, or we should send people to Mars," Mr. Musk said.

As part of his Mars goals, Elon Musk has said that the company would send about five Starships there next year -- sans astronauts, but with Optimus robots built by his electric car company, Tesla.

Both the moon and Mars plans require major advances not yet attempted including multiple launches in quick succession and transferring propellants from one Starship to another.

What happened during the 7th and 8th flights?

SpaceX takes pride in its "fail quickly and fix quickly" approach to rocket design, so it is not surprising that none of the eight test flights so far have worked perfectly. But the last two -- flight seven in January and flight eight in March -- were more disappointing. They could not repeat the successes of earlier test flights.

For both flights, the upper-stage vehicles, known as Starships, exploded during ascent. Showers of falling debris over the Atlantic Ocean surprised sky watchers in Caribbean countries and Florida, and disrupted air traffic in the region. No one was injured.

In contrast, the vehicles used in flights four, five and six made it into space, coasted halfway around the world, survived re-entry into the atmosphere and simulated landings in the Indian Ocean.

In flights seven and eight, both explosions occurred at about the same point in the flight, just before the second-stage engines cut off. But the causes were "distinctly different," SpaceX said in an update last week.

A screengrab from a video posted on X showed debris from a Starship explosion over Hog Cay in the Bahamas on March 6. @Genedoctorb/X, via Reuters

The Super Heavy booster returning to the launch pad at Starbase in Texas during the same launch. Joe Skipper/Reuters


For the seventh flight, SpaceX said that the probable cause was stronger than expected rhythmic oscillations. The vibrations caused leaks of propellant that caught fire.

Fixes intended to damp the vibrations worked during the eighth flight, SpaceX said.

However, during the eighth flight, a flash was seen near the bottom of the second-stage vehicle near one of the center engines. That engine then failed. Three other engines then shut down, and SpaceX lost control of the vehicle about nine and a half minutes after launch.

SpaceX said the most probable cause was a hardware failure in one of the engines "that resulted in inadvertent propellant mixing and ignition."

While the upper-stage vehicles failed during the last two launches, the giant first-stage boosters, known as Super Heavy, each successfully returned to the launch site, where they were caught in midair by giant mechanical arms.

What was different during this launch?

This launch tried to conduct tests that were left undone during the two previous flights. Those included deploying simulators of SpaceX's next-generation Starlink internet satellites. However, the payload door failed to open before the spacecraft started spinning, and the simulators remained inside the spacecraft.

During earlier flights, the vehicle's Super Heavy booster returned to the launch site and was caught by a pair of mechanical arms. This time, SpaceX had a different, more ambitious plan: It re-flew the booster from flight seven, hoping to demonstrate that its design is, indeed, reusable.

 It also tested whether it can still perform a landing maneuver if one of the center engines shuts down and a different engine has to be used. This is the point of the flight where the booster failed.

The booster disintegrated over the Gulf of Mexico.
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Crime Rings Plotted to Trade Cocaine for Syrian Weapons, Prosecutors Say

The intricate scheme, spanning four continents, appears to justify concerns that the military arsenal of Bashar al-Assad, the deposed Syrian dictator, could fall into dangerous hands.

Weapons and ammunition handed in by former Syrian soldiers and police officers in Latakia, Syria, in December. Ivor Prickett for The New York Times



By Ephrat Livni



May 28, 2025 at 05:13 PM

Hundreds of kilos of cocaine were set to arrive at a Syrian port hidden in a shipping container supposedly full of fruit. In exchange, weapons from the arsenal of Syria's deposed dictator would arm one of the most notorious criminal organizations in Latin America. And millions of dollars would be laundered along the way.

This plot was made public last week in an unsealed grand jury indictment in federal court in the Eastern District of Virginia, where one of its key players made a first appearance. The charging document sketches the outlines of an alleged scheme that sheds light on a complex criminal network of drug cartels, rebel groups and rogue regimes spanning four continents.

Antoine Kassis, a Lebanese national named in the indictment and one of three men charged in connection with the plan, appeared in court on Friday after being extradited from Kenya. Prosecutors accused the men of involvement in a narco-terrorism conspiracy and of conspiring to provide material support to a foreign terrorist organization, Colombia's National Liberation Army.

The case is notable for the sinister international ties it seems to expose and because it appears to justify widespread concerns in the international community that the military arsenal of Bashar al-Assad, the longtime Syrian dictator who was deposed in December, could fall into criminal hands.

According to the indictment, first noted in the newsletter Court Watch, Mr. Kassis was a drug trafficker in Lebanon with high-level ties to members of the Assad regime, which was known for turning Syria into a narcostate.

The indictment links Mr. Kassis to a global money laundering network headquartered in Lebanon whose members were said to be working with the National Liberation Army, known as the E.L.N. for its initials in Spanish, and to have worked for the Sinaloa Cartel in Mexico.

Revelers celebrating the ouster of former President Bashar al-Assad, in Damascus, Syria, in December. Nicole Tung for The New York Times


Last spring, prosecutors said, Mr. Kassis and the alleged money launderers -- Alirio Rafael Quintero and Wisam Nagib Kherfan -- struck a deal that relied on his Syrian ties to secure military-grade weapons for the E.L.N. to be paid for with cocaine, which the militant group cultivates and traffics. He would distribute the drugs in the Middle East and Mr. Quintero and Mr. Kherfan would handle payments and launder the proceeds, according to the indictment.

The charges arise from events and transactions that prosecutors say occurred in Colombia, Ghana, Morocco, Lebanon, Syria, Kenya, the United States and beyond, from last April until late February. Even after Mr. al-Assad was toppled in December, Mr. Kassis still had "access to weapons previously provided to the Assad regime by foreign governments, including Russia and Iran," prosecutors said.

Mr. Kassis is accused of traveling from Lebanon to Kenya to meet an E.L.N. weapons inspector, signing a contract to import a shipping container ostensibly full of fruit from Colombia to the Port of Latakia in Syria. But "the container would actually contain 500 kilograms of cocaine," prosecutors said.

The indictment, which was filed in March and based on evidence presented to a grand jury, does not specify when the meeting occurred and leaves unclear at this stage how exactly the scheme was detected and disrupted. But a history of court filings shows that arrest warrants were issued in early February.

Kenyan detectives detained Mr. Kassis at his hotel in Kenya earlier this year, based on a notice from Interpol sent by U.S. law enforcement authorities and a warrant from a federal court in Virginia, the Kenyan Directorate of Criminal Investigations said in a statement last week. News media in Kenya reported in early March that Mr. Kassis was wanted in the United States in connection to drug-related offenses and had been arrested by narcotics unit detectives in Kenya in late February at a hotel in Nairobi.

Mr. Kassis could not be reached for comment and no attorney for him was identified in court documents as of Wednesday. His accused co-conspirators face additional charges related to money laundering. Warrants for their arrest, issued in early February, are outstanding.

The Syrian port city of Latakia in March. Omar Haj Kadour/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Prosecutors said that Mr. Quintero was based in Colombia and Mexico and oversaw millions of dollars in transactions among the United States, Mexico and Colombia for the Sinaloa Cartel and laundered drug proceeds believed to be from the E.L.N. He is accused of sending cryptocurrency believed to be from the E.L.N. to electronic wallets in the United States held by Mr. Kherfan, who was based in Colombia. Mr. Kherfan then converted the assets into cash for the weapons deal, prosecutors said, including payments for pilots in Ghana and Morocco who would help move the arms and the cocaine.

Formed in the 1960s, the E.L.N. is a Marxist guerrilla organization that is Latin America's largest remaining rebel group and among its most powerful criminal groups. This year, it has been involved in violent clashes in northeastern Colombia that have displaced thousands of people and raised tensions with neighboring Venezuela, which some Colombian officials accuse of supporting the group.

In the indictment, American prosecutors say that the E.L.N. is "dedicated to the violent overthrow" of Colombia's government, committing "kidnappings, bombings and other violent attacks targeting civilians in furtherance of its agenda."
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German Court Dismisses a Climate Suit but Opens the Door to Future Cases

The judges ruled that German civil law could be used to hold companies accountable for the worldwide effects of their emissions.

The plaintiff, Saul Luciano Lliuya, was seeking damages linked to the threat of flooding from Lake Palcacocha in Peru.  Angela Ponce/Reuters



By Karen Zraick



May 28, 2025 at 07:56 PM

A German court on Wednesday dismissed a lawsuit over global warming filed nearly a decade ago by a Peruvian farmer against a German energy company, but supporters of the long-shot bid said the decision had opened a critical avenue for future climate lawsuits.

Although the Hamm Higher Regional Court ruled against the plaintiff, the presiding judge, Rolf Meyer, affirmed that German civil law could be used to hold companies accountable for the worldwide effects of their emissions.

"For the first time in history, a higher court in Europe has ruled that large emitters can be held responsible for the consequences of their greenhouse gas emissions," said Roda Verheyen, a lawyer for the plaintiff, Saul Luciano Lliuya. She called the ruling a milestone that "will give a tailwind to climate lawsuits against fossil fuel companies, and thus to the move away from fossil fuels worldwide."

Mr. Luciano Lliuya, a farmer who also works as a tour guide, had argued that Huaraz, his city in the Andes, faced an existential risk of inundation from melting glaciers. He said that RWE, Germany's largest energy utility, was partly responsible even though it has never operated in Peru.

The lawsuit alleged that RWE had contributed about .5 percent of the global emissions driving climate change and should therefore pay the same percentage of the costs of containing Lake Palcacocha, a glacial lake near Huaraz. It put that amount at $19,000.

The court sent a delegation to visit Lake Palcacocha in 2022 and conducted a two-day hearing with experts this year. But the court-appointed experts put the probability of flood risk specifically to Mr. Luciano Lliuya's property at just 1 percent over the next 30 years.

Given that small chance, the judge said there was no reason to investigate any link to the company's emissions. The ruling is final and cannot be appealed.

Still, Mr. Luciano Lliuya said after the verdict that he was proud that the case had "shifted the global conversation about what justice means in an era of the climate crisis."

In response to the verdict, RWE said that the notion of civil climate liability "would have unforeseeable consequences for Germany as an industrial location, because ultimately claims could be asserted against any German company for damage caused by climate change anywhere in the world." The company maintained that the lawsuit was outside the bounds of the German legal system and that it had operated in accordance with the law and detailed rules regarding emissions.

The company also pointed to its work in the field of renewables and said that it had reduced its carbon dioxide emissions by more than half since 2018, and that it expected to be carbon neutral by 2040.

The courts have become a central venue in the push for stronger action on climate change in recent years, with dozens of lawsuits targeting companies and governments around the world. Those include lawsuits against Shell in the Netherlands and one led by thousands of older Swiss women at the European Court of Human Rights, as well as lawsuits against energy companies filed by American state and local governments.

Joana Setzer, an associate professor at the Grantham Research Institute at the London School of Economics, said there were some 60 cases pending around the world aimed at holding companies liable for climate-related loss and damage.

"Today's decision offers a powerful precedent to support those efforts, by confirming the legal foundation for corporate climate liability," she said.

The environmental nonprofit group Germanwatch supported the lawsuit with public relations work, while a related foundation, Stiftung Zukunftsfahigkeit, covered the legal fees.

Sebastien Duyck, a senior attorney at the Center for International Environmental Law, which was not involved in the RWE litigation, said the ruling made it more likely "that those living at the sharp edge of climate change" will succeed in future cases.

But environmentalists have also been the target of recent lawsuits by companies, including in North Dakota, where a jury found Greenpeace liable for nearly $670 million over its role in protests against an oil pipeline. Greenpeace maintained that it had played only a minor role and that the suit was an attempt to silence critics of the pipeline company, Energy Transfer.

The two sides met before a judge on Tuesday, where Greenpeace argued the evidence presented at trial was insufficient to rule in Energy Transfer's favor. The judge has not yet ruled on that point, or on a separate motion to reduce the size of the award to Energy Transfer.

Greenpeace has said it will appeal. The group is also counter-suing in the Netherlands.
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Israeli Forces Said They Killed a 'Terrorist.' He Was 14 Years Old.

The death of Amer Rabee, a Palestinian American in the West Bank, has spurred anger over soldiers' use of force and an apparent lack of accountability.

Mourners carrying the body of Amer Rabee, a 14-year-old who was killed by Israeli forces, at his funeral in Turmus Aya in the West Bank last month. Ammar Awad/Reuters



By Isabel Kershner and Fatima AbdulKarim
The reporters visited the village of Turmus Aya in the occupied West Bank to report this article and went to the spot where the shootings occurred.


May 27, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The clothes were strewn on a ridge dotted with olive and almond trees, perched above a highway in the Israeli-occupied West Bank. On rust-colored earth sprinkled with wildflowers were a torn black T-shirt, black Converse socks and a pair of Nike Air white sneakers.

Nearby lay a pair of bloodied, gray Nike sweatpants and a black hoodie perforated with holes.

Here, on April 6, near Turmus Aya, a village in the West Bank where most of the residents have U.S. citizenship, Israeli soldiers gunned down Amer Rabee, a 14-year-old Palestinian American boy who was born in New Jersey. The military handed over his naked, bullet-ridden body a few hours later in a blue body bag, according to his family.

Amer Rabee via the Rabee family


The Israeli military has accused Amer and two of his friends of hurling rocks toward the highway and endangering civilians. It described the boys as "terrorists," and said its soldiers had "eliminated" one and shot the two others.

Amer's family and one of the surviving boys deny the accusation, saying that they were picking almonds. Amer was shot multiple times in his upper body, according to photographs his family shared with The New York Times.

Amer's killing has added to accusations that the Israeli military uses excessive force and operates with impunity. It came amid a sharp spike in violence against Palestinians in the West Bank, where the Israeli military has been carrying out raids and tightening control in the most sweeping crackdown on militancy there in a generation. Rampages by extremist settlers against Palestinians have also increased recently.

Amer's death has also raised questions about the American response to helping its own citizens. Senators Andy Kim and Cory Booker of New Jersey have called for an American-led investigation into Amer's death, but the Trump administration has remained largely noncommittal.

Last month, the State Department spokeswoman, Tammy Bruce, said at a press briefing that the Israeli military believed it was stopping an act of terrorism. "We need to learn more about the nature of what happened on the ground," she added. American officials did not respond to a request for further information.

More than 900 Palestinians have been killed in the West Bank, mostly by the Israeli military and some by settlers, since the Hamas-led offensive against Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, according to the United Nations. Roughly 30 Israelis have been killed by Palestinians in the West Bank during that period.

From 2018 to 2022, less than a third of complaints that soldiers had harmed Palestinians in the West Bank resulted in an investigation, according to a recent report by Yesh Din, an Israeli human rights organization. Only a fraction have led to legal action.

A Hail of Gunfire

The three young boys had gone out to pick green almonds, a seasonal delicacy, in a terraced orchard between Turmus Aya and Route 60, a busy north-south artery linking a patchwork of Palestinian towns and Jewish settlements, one of the friends, Ayoub Jabara, 14, told The Times at his home in Turmus Aya.

He denied that they had thrown stones, saying that they had merely been throwing dried almonds at each other. Ayoub, who is also a Palestinian-American, described reaching a point very close to the main road, and finding a tree with dried-up nuts. "Amer picked one up and was joking that it was like a stone and threw it at me. I threw it back," he said.

Amer was shot at least 11 times, according to his father, Mohammed Rabee. Photographs taken on the cellphone of a family friend who accompanied Mr. Rabee when they picked up Amer's body appeared to show several entry wounds, including one in the center of his forehead and others in his neck and upper torso.

Hours after the shooting, the Israeli military issued a 10-second clip of blurry footage without a time stamp that shows three unidentifiable figures appearing to gather things from the ground. One of the figures appears to fling something in a downward motion, though no object is visible. The video cuts out as all three appear to turn and run.

The military said that its footage was filmed from a military post and that the soldiers were lying in ambush in what they described as a counterterrorism operation in the area.

Four days after Amer died, reporters for The Times searched the ridge where he was killed for any signs of the shooting and came across the clothes.

Garments that appeared to have been cut off by soldiers and blue surgical gloves were scattered around a bloodstained rock.  The military said it was standard procedure to remove clothes to ensure the body was not booby-trapped. The clothes were later identified by the family as Amer's, when the reporters returned them to the family at their home.

Amer's clothing and surgical gloves on the ridge where he was killed by Israeli soldiers. Isabel Kershner/The New York Times


Even if the boys did throw stones, said Mr. Rabee, Amer's father, the soldiers could have fired warning shots to scare them away, or could have chased and detained them. "He was 14 years old," he said. "It takes no special training to catch a little kid."

Instead, the soldiers fired a barrage of bullets at him. His family believes they wanted to kill him. The military declined to confirm or deny that it has a shoot-to-kill policy for stone throwers.

Ayoub, Amer's friend, suffered "multiple gunshot wounds," according to medical records from the Istishari Arab hospital in nearby Ramallah, where he spent three days in the intensive care unit. Both Dr. Mohammad Qneibi, a physician at a local clinic where Ayoub was first taken, and Ayoub's father, Ahed Jabara, told The Times that the boy was shot at least three times in the groin area.

The family of the third boy, Abdulrahman Shihada, 15, declined to be interviewed.

Hopes of Living in America

In Turmus Aya, Amer's parents were still reeling from their loss in the days after the shooting, and Amer's siblings and cousins from the United States had flown in to mourn him.

Mr. Rabee and his wife, Majed, left the West Bank for New Jersey in 2001. They moved back to Turmus Aya in 2013, when Amer, the youngest of their five children, was a toddler. The parents wanted their children to be schooled in Arabic and to absorb Palestinian identity and culture.

Friends and family of Amer waving flags during his funeral in Turmus Aya. John Wessels/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Amer's four older siblings had moved back to the United States after finishing high school. He had dreamed of joining them, and the night before he was killed, he had been texting in English with his siblings about his future business plans to market mini cotton candy machines.

Villagers first started moving to the United States more than a century ago and relatives followed. Now, about 85 percent of Turmus Aya's residents are dual Palestinian-American citizens. Many, like the Rabee family, come and go.

The evening Amer died, he left the house without saying goodbye, his mother, Majed, said. "He didn't think he was never coming back."

Rami Jbara, Amer's uncle, speaking about Amer's death at the Palestinian American Community Center in Clifton, N.J., last month. Amer was born in the state. Bryan Anselm for The New York Times


Amer's father, Mr. Rabee, got a call from a friend at 6:41 p.m. saying there had been a shooting. Word had been spreading in the village that Amer was involved. Mr. Rabee called his son's phone several times but got no reply. At 6:58 p.m., he called the U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem's hotline and said his son needed immediate help. He said American officials did not respond with any practical assistance. The embassy did not respond to a request for comment.

At about 9:30 p.m., a Palestinian official called to say that Amer had been killed. Mr. Rabee went to an Israeli military base in the northern West Bank where, shortly before midnight, Amer's body was transferred to a Palestinian ambulance.

"I said, 'Praise be to God,' and I kissed him," Mr. Rabee said.

Mr. Rabee said that he did not trust any of the authorities to investigate and that Amer had been buried a day later, without an autopsy. "Only God can judge; I have sent the case to God for judgment," Mr. Rabee said.
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The Ballet Kids of 'Midsummer' Bring Magic to the Bugs

It could be that the youngest dancers are the real stars of "A Midsummer Night's Dream" at New York City Ballet.

Video: 



By Gia Kourlas
Photographs and Video by Erik Tanner



May 28, 2025 at 04:00 PM

There is Oberon, the King of the Fairies, and his beautiful Queen, Titania. Puck, a sprite, works his magic with the occasional unforced error, as mortals and immortals find themselves in a similar predicament: wanting to love. And wanting to be loved. But for all the sparkle of the mythological adults in George Balanchine's "A Midsummer Night's Dream," it's the kids -- 24, plus Titania's page -- that rule this fantastical realm.

Enter the Bugs.

These young dancers from the School of American Ballet are the heart of New York City Ballet's production. Technically, they play Fairies and Butterflies, but at City Ballet and its training ground, S.A.B., they are known informally as Bugs. (Perhaps less dignified as far as outdoor creatures go, but cuter.)

Video: 

Madison Ardiet

These Bugs are small, exuberant bodies that, at times, scurry across the forest stage, gleaming in the moonlit night. They're a coalition, a small but mighty squad of fleet-footed girls, ages roughly 10 to 12 -- "a wholly unsentimental deployment," wrote Lincoln Kirstein, who founded the school and company with Balanchine.

Balanchine based his ballet more on Felix Mendelssohn's overture and incidental music for "A Midsummer Night's Dream," to which he added additional pieces, than on the Shakespeare comedy. Mendelssohn's sweeping music also thrills the Bugs no end.

It puts the gas in their engines, the quiver in their antennas, the flap in their delicate wings.

"You're not walking down the street anymore," said Naomi Uetani, 11, with a smile she couldn't suppress. "I'm in a magical place. I understand 'Nutcracker' -- yeah, you're in the candy land, but this is different. The feeling."

There's truth to that. "George Balanchine's The Nutcracker" (1954) is a marvel of storytelling and dancing, and kids play a huge part in it. But "Midsummer" (1962), which closes City Ballet's spring season this week, remains both grand and carefree, irresistible for its sweetness. That comes from the children.

Agatha Onishi and Eleanor Murphy


Gabriella DelGrosso, left, and Raya Cooper. "You don't really need any technique" for this moment, said Dena Abergel, City Ballet's children's repertory director. "You just need to be in the moment and understand what it's about. I love that they experience that onstage."


Dessa Tufts


"They bring so much to the whole idea of the forest and all the little creatures," Dena Abergel, City Ballet's children's repertory director, said.

In other words, they bring the magic. With militaristic precision they burst into the action -- their movements sharp and swift -- while brief, stand-alone moments bubble up, seemingly from nowhere, as when the Bug called the spinner whips around in place while drawing her arms up and down. The seven Bugs in the overture have more difficult steps, including the first two who perform big saut de chats, or catlike jumps. But largely, for the children, the dancing in "Midsummer" is a group experience.

Madison Ardiet

Gabriella DelGrosso


"They're all part of the finale, they're all part of the Scherzo," Abergel said. "Everybody gets to dance a lot in 'Midsummer.'"

Arm movements -- pushing them out like rippling wings -- are important for the Bugs; running and sharp footwork, too. "There are a lot of saute arabesques and pas de chats, and those are things that Balanchine uses from beginning to end in the training," Abergel said. "They're practicing all of those crucial classical steps," as they also work on moving in and out of formations.

When she's casting, though, Abergel is on the lookout for something other than technique. "Just like every creature in nature, there are different bugs and different energies," she said. "This is more about energy and that ability to move quickly and with excitement."

For Abergel, the sweetest moment in the ballet has nothing to do with nailing a tight fifth: It's when the bugs yawn and fall asleep on one another in a pile.

Video: 

The Bugs rehearsing at Lincoln Center.

"You don't really need any technique for that," she said. "You just need to be in the moment and understand what it's about. I love that they experience that onstage."

The children, wearing dresses or short pants and whimsical headwear designed by the innovative costumer Karinska -- there are a dozen designs with individual details on each, which is rare for an ensemble -- frame the ballet. After the classical wedding scene in the second act, they return to a darkened forest stage for the finale. Isla Cooley, 12, loves this moment, when the adult dancers leave and "then, us Bugs are running onstage and flapping our wings," she said. "I think it was a supervisor who told me that she thought it was like us kind of crashing the party. Because it's like, Oh, wait! We're here."

Last year Isla was the spinner. This year, she is a pop-up Bug. "When Oberon motions to us, we pop up, we spin, and then we jump around," she said.

Video: 

Eleanor Murphy

Naomi was the first Bug in the overture last year. For her big jumping moment, she said: "You have butterflies in your stomach, but you also want to do it super bad. So I was scared, excited and like nervous at the same time. But yeah, I still couldn't wait to do it."

What was Balanchine looking for when he cast children in his ballets? "Curiosity," said Carol Aaron Bryan, 74, who trained at the School of American Ballet and danced in "The Nutcracker" and "A Midsummer Night's Dream." "A kind of wonderment -- just wondering what this adventure will be."

Bryan was around Balanchine a lot. In 1961 and '62, she performed Clara (as the young girl in "The Nutcracker" was then known) opposite his Drosselmeier. "He always did something different in the transition scene, and I never knew what he was going to do," she said. "It was always a surprise."

Isla Cooley


His Drosselmeier would sit near her legs on the sofa where she was meant to be sleeping. "The whole couch would shake because he'd be fixing that Nutcracker," she said. "And I remember this so vividly: He would take the shawl off me and then he would cover me again. Like he was my Drosselmeier, my godfather."

When rehearsals started for "Midsummer" -- the first entirely original full-length ballet Balanchine choreographed in America -- she said she felt she had gotten to know him, which "made it easier for me to react when he asked us for things."

She recalled him working with the students on their runs by taking them to the back of the studio and running along diagonals with them. "He would really show us," she said. "He was so nimble on his feet. It's like his heels never touched the ground. He became a Bug, and he became one of the Fairies. He taught us how to be so light and so quiet."

For Bryan, he was the man with the magic. His ability to enchant lives on in "Midsummer" -- in its glittering array of kids. As Naomi said, "Without the Bugs, the ballet wouldn't be alive."

Additional camera operating: Jared Christiansen.
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'The Counterfeit Opera' Comes Together Like a Madcap Caper

Little Island's season opens with a musical, inspired by "The Beggar's Opera" and "The Threepenny Opera," that has had a fast and furious gestation.

"The Counterfeit Opera," with a book and lyrics by Kate Tarker, and music by Dan Schlosberg, begins performances at Little Island on Thursday.



By Elisabeth Vincentelli



May 28, 2025 at 10:02 AM

"The Counterfeit Opera: A Beggar's Opera for a Grifter's City," which opens the summer season at Little Island on Friday, wears its influences on its sleeve.

It draws not only from John Gay and Johann Christoph Pepusch's "The Beggar's Opera," which is often credited as birthing the modern musical in 1728, but also that show's 1928 adaptation, "The Threepenny Opera," by Bertolt Brecht, Elisabeth Hauptmann and Kurt Weill. Indeed, many of the characters' names -- including the scoundrel Macheath and his paramours Polly and Lucy -- are the same in all three works.

But "The Counterfeit Opera" is also a "fake opera," according to Kate Tarker, who wrote the book and lyrics. The story is still rooted in underworld figures. Now, though, they are a gang of modern-day burglars who use their plundered loot from places including the Metropolitan Opera, to put on a show.

"These thieves are calling it an opera," the show's director, Dustin Wills, said with a laugh. "They probably don't go to the opera very often."

"The Counterfeit Opera" has had a fast and furious gestation; Wills said it has been like "'Project Runway' for directing." It started late last fall, when Zack Winokur, Little Island's producing artistic director, approached Wills and the composer-arranger Dan Schlosberg, the music director of Heartbeat Opera.

The "Counterfeit Opera" creative team, from left, Dustin Wills, Tarker and Schlosberg. Bess Adler for The New York Times


Wills and Schlosberg had teamed up on last summer's Little Island production of "The Marriage of Figaro," in which the opera star Anthony Roth Costanzo sang all the parts, and Winokur asked if they would be interested in taking on "The Beggar's Opera." But instead of a revival, they pitched a new show, and brought in Tarker. (She and they had worked on her play "Montag," at Soho Rep, in 2022). In January, she started writing the libretto and lyrics, and the trio essentially devised a new musical in six months.

"We had a really madcap development process," Tarker said after a recent rehearsal. "Why am I speaking in the past tense? We are still locked into a particular madness that we have foisted upon ourselves."

The show that the thieves put on in "The Counterfeit Opera" is set in 1855, in the Manhattan neighborhood of Five Points (where the Martin Scorsese film "Gangs of New York" takes place). "It was kind of a golden age of counterfeiting in the U.S., before we had a standardized bank note," Tarker said.

Damon Daunno, and Dorcas Leung rehearsing the show.  Bess Adler for The New York Times


"The line between legitimacy and criminal behavior was very thin, which is a moment that we're in again," she added. "It really felt like we can use this to talk about today."

Both "The Beggar's Opera" and "Threepenny" have a satirical tone that is essential -- and very much a part of the new piece as well, though the humor and slapstick evident at the rehearsal suggested a homegrown influence, the Marx Brothers film "A Night at the Opera" (1935). In general, the "Counterfeit" creators have been upping the ante with more shenanigans and more pushing of the envelope.

In "The Beggar's Opera," for example, Lucy tries to poison Polly. That was taken out in "Threepenny," and now Tarker has chosen yet another route. "We're not doing one poisoning, we're not doing zero poisonings -- we're doing double poisoning," she said. "And we're going to take this scene as far as it can go."

Tarker said that some of her lyrics were inspired by indie rock and pop. She was thinking of the Brandy and Monica hit "The Boy Is Mine," for example, when writing the "jealousy duet" between Polly and Lucy. For his part, Schlosberg mentioned Nino Rota, Americana, Angelo Badalamenti and "Weill, specifically in the accompaniment of one of the songs."

In "The Counterfeit Opera," a group of present-day thieves loot the Metropolitan Opera to put on a show set in the 19th century. Bess Adler for The New York Times


Weill, though, is also "kind of infused" in the score, Schlosberg said, "because I love certain aspects of that music: dryness, brutality, just kind of in your face, unadorned."

The show's sound has also been shaped by the cast members, most of whom come from musical theater, including Damon Daunno ("Oklahoma!") as Macheath and Lauren Patten ("Jagged Little Pill") as Jenny. Schlosberg was intrigued by the countertenor range of Daunno, who grew up admiring jazz singers like Ella Fitzgerald and would adopt a higher register when singing along with them.

"I used to call it my fake voice," Daunno said in a phone interview. "I used to be sort of afraid to use it and think I was doing something wrong or cheap, or fake." He started relaxing into his upper register when he created the role of Orpheus in the Off Broadway production of the musical "Hadestown" in 2016, and recently he has been studying with Katharina Rossner, an instructor at Mozarteum University Salzburg in Austria.

"It's been a real opera-centric moment in my life," Daunno said. "It felt like the perfect sort of preparation, like training camp to do right before stepping into this show."

Sola Fadiran, left, and Vin Knight rehearsing "The Counterfeit Opera," which shares elements of both "The Beggar's Opera" and "The Threepenny Opera." Bess Adler for The New York Times


Once Schlosberg discovered Daunno's interest in testing his own boundaries, he ran with it. "He can sing all the way up to a high G sharp, A -- that's sopranos," Schlosberg said. "In his love duet with Polly, I made a point to keep him in his baritone, then we start hearing them together and he sings above her and then goes back. So there's a lot of sleight-of-voice that I'm interested in.

"I'm trying to always keep myself and listeners and actors on their toes," Schlosberg added. "The first song that Polly sings transitions on a dime from rock to opera, to Bjork, to oddball comedy."

Like the thieves piecing together a show from motley pieces of scenery and fabric, the team behind "The Counterfeit Opera" is mixing and matching in a hurry, as if they, too, were in the middle of a caper.

"It's very fitting with the nature of this piece that it is thrown together and that they're still rewriting, and we still haven't teched and it's going to rain again next week, and who the hell knows?" Daunno said. "But guess what? We're all in it together."
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Japan's Debt, Now Twice the Size of Its Economy, Forces Hard Choices

Japan's government faces pressure to curtail debt-fueled spending that some argue has staved off populist waves.

Japan has long used debt-fueled spending to tackle the country's challenges. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times



By River Akira Davis and Hisako Ueno
Reporting from Tokyo


May 28, 2025 at 04:00 PM

Japan, which has the highest government debt among leading economies, is finding it difficult to spend like it used to.

Debt-fueled public spending, enabled by low interest rates, has long been a way to address the country's problems. Struggling farmers and emptying countrysides received generous payments from the central government. Relief aid during the Covid-19 pandemic morphed into new outlays for defense and subsidies to help consumers weather inflation.

The spending continued even as more social security funding was needed for Japan's growing number of seniors. Government debt has ballooned to nearly $9 trillion -- more than double the size of the economy.

Now, ahead of a heavily contested summer election, Japan's ruling party is facing pressure to add even more debt. Small businesses hurting from U.S. tariffs are calling for government aid, and households squeezed by rising prices are demanding a rollback in taxes.

But as the Bank of Japan moves away from the negative interest rates that for years made it easy for the government to borrow, the limits on spending are more stark.

Recently, the market for Japanese government bonds has reflected concern about the country's fiscal health. The yields on long-term bonds, an indication of investor confidence in the government's ability to pay back its debts, rose to record highs at one point last week. And weaker-than-expected demand for an auction of 40-year bonds on Wednesday kept investors on edge.



Japan's prime minister, Shigeru Ishiba, warned at a recent government meeting about the "terror" of higher interest rates and even compared Japan's budget situation to that of Greece, which plunged into a debt crisis in 2009.

Most economists and officials agree that Japan is not headed for an imminent financial meltdown. A large majority of Japanese debt is held by the Bank of Japan and domestic financial institutions, meaning there is a low risk that money will suddenly be pulled out of the country. But doubts are increasing about how long the country can keep up its current spending path.

Generally, excessive debt can push economies into a perilous cycle. Bondholders grow increasingly apprehensive about a government's ability to pay its obligations, which drives up interest rates. Escalating rates then ripple through an economy, impeding a nation's capacity to borrow.

In Japan, "yellow lights are flashing, and at any moment any of them could turn red," said Koji Yano, a former administrative vice minister at Japan's Finance Ministry. The risk of higher borrowing costs is real, he said, adding that he believes Japan's debt is at a "significant risk" of being downgraded, as happened recently to the credit rating of the United States.

Shigeru Ishiba, right, last year with Sanae Takaichi, left, and Japan's prime minister at the time, Fumio Kishida. Pool photo by Hiro Komae


An election in Japan's upper house in July stands to test Mr. Ishiba's Liberal Democratic Party, which has kept a virtual lock on power in Japan for the past seven decades. The party's grip in more recent years, some analysts say, can be attributed in part to its ability to use spending to tamp down some of the populist opposition seen in other advanced democracies.

Possibilities for rupture have long existed. Aging populations are straining social security budgets, and the economies of rural areas are in decline. At the same time, pensions remain funded, and subsidies flow from the national government to almost all of Japan's smaller municipalities to support local industries and help maintain roads and schools.

"There has long been this commitment to a uniform standard of service provision across the country, and taking on the costs associated with that," said Tobias Harris, the founder of Japan Foresight, a political risk advisory firm. That kind of policy, he said, "has helped diffuse discontent."

More recently, Japan has started to experience, on a small scale, some populist tremors. Over the past three years, a resurgence of inflation, after decades of stagnation, has squeezed Japanese consumers, particularly the swath of nonregular workers whose wages lag behind those of permanent employees.

In contrast to some parts of Europe and North America, where populists tend to win with rural supporters, "Japan's brand of populism is more of an urban phenomenon," Mr. Harris said. Among some white-collar employees and nonregular workers, "there is a feeling of revolt against portfolio spending when they're the ones generating tax surpluses and dealing with their own quality-of-life issues," he said.

Recently, much of that public discontent has coalesced into anger directed toward those trying to rein in Japan's deficits.

A resurgence of inflation, after decades of stagnation, has squeezed Japanese consumers. Chang W. Lee/The New York Times


Over the past year, protesters have massed in front of the Finance Ministry's building in central Tokyo. The demonstrations, at times drawing around 1,000 people, are notable in a country mostly unaccustomed to large-scale displays of public dissatisfaction. Their placards demand the removal of national consumption taxes and the dismantling of the Finance Ministry, an institution long seen as the force within Japan trying to enact spending discipline.

Ahead of the election, several opposition parties have come forward with plans for how to roll back taxes that were raised in 2019 to chip away at Japan's deficits.

For years, the cost of servicing Japan's gargantuan debt has been kept manageable, thanks in part to the Bank of Japan's large-scale purchasing of Japanese government bonds. Since last year, however, Japan's central bank has dialed back its purchases, and weak private-sector demand has led the yields on those long-term bonds to soar.

Mr. Ishiba has declared himself opposed to a consumption tax cut. But within his party, he faces opposition from a faction of fiscal expansionists who argue that government deficits are largely inconsequential for nations that can essentially finance themselves directly through their central banks.

Sanae Takaichi, a politician who narrowly lost to Mr. Ishiba when she contended for party leadership in September, urged that the Liberal Democratic Party offer its own tax cut proposal. She said Mr. Ishiba was essentially forfeiting the election by refusing to run on a cut in consumption taxes.

In the current environment, talk about rolling back taxes worries Mr. Yano, the former Finance Ministry official.

In 2021, Mr. Yano ignited controversy with a magazine article, which he wrote while still in office, that branded the Liberal Democratic Party's spending plans as "disastrous," likening Japan to a ship hurtling toward an iceberg. The public critique, unusual from a high-ranking official, drew the ire of party members, including Ms. Takaichi, who deemed his comments "outrageous."

Unlike parts of Europe and North America, where populists tend to win with rural supporters, "Japan's brand of populism is more of an urban phenomenon," an analyst said. Kazuhiro Nogi/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


With Japan's debt-to-G.D.P. ratio running above 200 percent for the past five years, creditors will reach a point where they say, "Enough is enough," Mr. Yano said. "It's like a stew getting hot and then bubbling up. Interest rates will spike," he said.

By comparison, federal debt in the United States is closer to 100 percent of G.D.P., and a tax-cutting bill making its way through Congress could push that up to around 130 percent, part of the reason for Moody's downgrade of the U.S. government credit rating this month.

Officials and economists less fiscally hawkish than Mr. Yano agree that Japan needs to pull back on spending. What they don't agree on is the timing.

Leif Eskesen, chief economist at the investment group CLSA, said a "Greece-like situation" remained highly unlikely for Japan in the near term. Economic uncertainty caused by U.S. tariffs also makes this an inopportune moment for Tokyo to push to significantly curtail government spending, he said.

However, looking further ahead, Japan's potential economic growth remains subdued, costs for pensions and health care will continue to climb, and rising interest rates will render the financing of its debt increasingly burdensome, Mr. Eskesen said. Japan, he said, "is going to need to start actually delivering on promised fiscal consolidation."
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Trump's Tariffs and Tax Bill May Derail U.S. Battery Industry

Domestic factories that make batteries to store power to meet America's rising energy demand depend on Chinese components and federal subsidies.

The batteries produced at an LG Energy Solution factory in Holland, Mich., will store power to balance supply and demand on electric grids.



By Rebecca F. Elliott
Reporting from Holland, Mich.


May 26, 2025 at 10:02 AM

The robots were doing practice runs.

It was the day before production was set to begin, and every few seconds, machines folded a stack of paper-thin battery cells into a metallic sheath. Then they sealed the pouch around the edges.

This tightly choreographed assembly line is the result of yearslong American efforts to match China's industrial policy in areas like battery manufacturing. Ultimately, the batteries produced at this Michigan factory by LG Energy Solution, a South Korean company, will help balance the supply and demand for power on U.S. electric grids.

The silver-colored pouches -- roughly the size of two computer keyboards set end to end -- will be placed into large battery containers that can be more than 20 feet wide. In the last few years, electric utilities and other energy companies have begun spending billions of dollars to install scores of such big batteries around the country in parking lots, at old industrial sites and on what used to be farmland.

The batteries play an increasingly central role in the electricity business, especially in states like California and Texas, which have lots of solar and wind farms that produce energy at relatively low cost but only some of the time. The batteries serve as a sponge, soaking up energy when a lot of it is available and dispensing it when homes and businesses need it most.

But President Trump's tariffs on China may knock this fledgling industry off course. Another threat is brewing in Congress, where House Republicans, with Mr. Trump's blessing, have passed a budget bill that analysts say would drastically restrict access to subsidies for making and using rechargeable batteries.

Tristan Doherty, chief product officer for LG Energy Solution's U.S. energy storage unit, Vertech, compared tariffs to a drug that can be deadly at high concentrations.

"The dose makes the poison, right?" Mr. Doherty said during a recent visit to the LG factory in Holland, Mich. "A little bit of tariff metered out on the right time scale, at the right level, can get us to a much better place. But too much too fast can kill us."

What happens to the companies that make batteries and install them on American grids will affect how quickly the country is able to meet rising power demand and how much that energy will cost.

Without such batteries, utilities would have to invest a lot more in expensive power plants and transmission lines to be prepared for scorching summer afternoons or frigid winter mornings when power use soars. Such spending would drive up electricity prices significantly, energy experts say.

Mr. Trump's tariffs on China have already caused battery costs to rise sharply for U.S. buyers. When U.S. tariffs on Chinese batteries topped 150 percent for a monthlong period starting in April, companies stopped importing cells from China, executives said.

LG has made batteries for vehicles at its Michigan factory for more than a decade. At the beginning of May, the plant also began making batteries typically used to store energy. The storage batteries use iron and phosphate and go by the name LFP. China makes nearly all LFP batteries.



Most U.S. electric cars, by contrast, use batteries made up of materials like nickel and cobalt, which are more expensive than iron and phosphate but can store more energy, enabling cars to travel several hundred miles on a charge.

The Trump administration temporarily lowered tariffs on China in mid-May, to 30 percent, though batteries face additional levies. But the legislation that Republicans advanced would also make it harder to claim lucrative subsidies for making and installing batteries.

The factory is one of just a few in the United States making the kind of batteries used in most large energy storage systems. Brittany Greeson for The New York Times


Employees were busy fine-tuning equipment ahead of the official start of production. Brittany Greeson for The New York Times


If the Republican budget bill took effect in its current form, it would be "something of a kill switch" for the tax credits available for making batteries, said Antoine Vagneur-Jones, an analyst at BloombergNEF. It also would quickly end tax credits for installing them on the grid.

Businesses are worried. Tesla, which sells energy storage systems in addition to cars, warned in April that the levies would have an "outsized" effect on its energy business, which relies on Chinese batteries. That was before Mr. Trump partly rolled back tariffs on China for 90 days.

This month, Fluence Energy, a company in Arlington, Va., that buys, packages and installs energy storage batteries, lowered its annual revenue forecast by around 20 percent, saying it was delaying projects and putting off new contracts because of unpredictable U.S. trade policy.

"It's not the absolute price that's so much the issue as it's the uncertainty around where the price will be," said John Zahurancik, the company's president of the Americas.

Mr. Trump and his aides have expressed strong opinions about the energy sector. They love oil, gas and critical minerals but have dim views of electric vehicles and wind and solar energy. Batteries appear to occupy something of a middle ground.

Chris Wright, the energy secretary, seemed ambivalent about them in a March interview with The New York Times. "Batteries have a role. Solar is growing rapidly," he said. "These are things of interest. I think we're just a little bit more sober about it."

Asked for comment for this article, the Trump administration did not directly address batteries but criticized wind and solar energy.

"The wind and solar industries in the United States have lived on more than three decades of subsidies," an administration spokesman said. "Despite those subsidies, those energy sources still don't come close to the affordability, reliability and security found in other sources of energy such as nuclear, coal and natural gas."

The science behind LFP batteries was developed in the 1990s by researchers at the University of Texas at Austin. But it was China that recognized the technology's commercial promise. Most manufacturers in the United States make batteries with nickel and cobalt.

"For a long time, we were not paying too much attention here in the U.S.," said Arumugam Manthiram, a University of Texas engineering professor whose research helped pave the way for LFP batteries.

One company, A123 Systems, briefly produced LFP batteries in the United States, only to file for bankruptcy protection in 2012. A Chinese automotive supplier eventually bought most of the company's assets.

Around that time, the company now known as LG Energy Solution, one of the world's biggest battery manufacturers, began making cells for cars in Holland. Its light gray factory is less than 10 miles from Lake Michigan.

"Investment, especially big investment, hates uncertainty," said Tristan Doherty, an executive at a U.S. unit of LG Energy Solution. Brittany Greeson for The New York Times


LG had planned to expand the factory to supply Toyota's vehicles. But electric vehicles are not taking off as quickly in the United States as many companies anticipated. Electricity demand, on the other hand, is rising rapidly. As a result, the company changed its expansion plan and outfitted a new wing of the factory for LFP production, a $1.4 billion undertaking.

When the new assembly lines are running at full tilt, they will make enough cells to satisfy more than a quarter of current U.S. demand for LFP batteries, according to data from LG and Benchmark Mineral Intelligence, a research firm. The investment decision predated Mr. Trump's trade policy announcements, Mr. Doherty said.

"There was already an understanding that the cost of importing cells from China was going to be going up," he said, citing Biden-era tax and trade policy aimed at encouraging companies to buy U.S.-made batteries.

Another company, AESC, also started making LFP batteries for storage systems this spring, in Tennessee.

During the recent tour of the LG factory, operators were adjusting a machine designed to wind giant sheets of aluminum foil, like thread around a bobbin. The foil was coated on both sides in a thin layer of dark gray material containing iron and phosphate, the cathode. Machines would later press and slice that coated foil into strips to be paired with their other half, the anode.

While China remains the primary source for the components of LFP batteries, LG expects that its cells from Holland will not have any Chinese ingredients by early 2026, Mr. Doherty said. If successful, it would be the culmination of a long decoupling from a country that controls much of the supply chain for battery materials.

Still, the Republican tax bill remains a big concern. Without tax credits, it would not be profitable for LG to make cells in the United States at current battery prices, Mr. Doherty said.

"This all just creates more uncertainty," he said. "Investment, especially big investment, hates uncertainty."
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Is There a Good Way for Religious Garments to Be Discarded?

Celestial Recycling is helping answer that very question for members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Ali and Ben Larsen founded Celestial Recycling, a business that allows members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to discard their religious garments. With more than 500,000 coreligionists in the Salt Lake City area, the Latter-day Saints makes for one of the strongest faith communities in the United States. Kim Raff for The New York Times



By Alexander Nazaryan



May 25, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Ben and Ali Larsen were cleaning out the basement of their house in Ogden, Utah, when an idea came to them.

There, they found several garbage bags full of old temple garments, a kind of sacred undergarment that all members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are required to wear under their clothes. These garments -- always white and generally snug, covering the shoulders and torso as well as the lower half of the body down to the knees -- are worn at all times, with exceptions for sports, bathing and a few other activities. "If you can do the activity while wearing the garment, it's recommended that you do," Ms. Larsen said. "Because it is a symbol of your love of the Savior and your faith in him."

The garments can be thrown away or reused, but only after the four holy markings (a backward L-like shape on the right breast, a V-like wedge on the left breast and two dashes, one at the navel and one on the right knee) that are stitched or printed onto all such garments are cut out.

"A lot of people would cut it up and use it as, like, a dish rag or to dry their car," Ms. Larsen said. But for the most part, "nobody likes having to dispose of them," Mr. Larsen said. "It's labor intensive, and we see them as extremely sacred. Members really struggle with, 'Am I treating this with the dignity and respect that it deserves?'"

Many church members, he said, simply put the issue out of sight and mind. "We've heard stories about members who've saved their garments for years."

With more than 500,000 coreligionists in the Salt Lake City area, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints makes for one of the strongest faith communities in the United States -- and also for a market opportunity, if only the Larsens could find a way to offload (and monetize) the burden of having to deal with outworn temple garments.

In March, the couple started Celestial Recycling, a unique business that allows church members to send the Larsens their old temple garments, which are primarily made of cotton or polyester, as well as nylon. Celestial Recycling has the garments shredded and then sent to a cement plant, where they are burned at a temperature of 2,500 degrees Fahrenheit. The resultant heat powers a kiln, just as coal would. (Customers don't have to bother with cutting out the four sacred markings because the garments are being completely destroyed, making their former religious function unrecognizable; "It is very common for members to just burn the entire garment all at once," Mr. Larsen explained.)

Ms. Larsen holding the remnants of garments after they have been shredded. Kim Raff for The New York Times


"I'm surprised someone hadn't thought of this before," said Laurie F. Maffly-Kipp, the director of the Mormon studies program at the University of Virginia. Dr. Maffly-Kipp explained that members of the faith wore the undergarments as a reminder of their covenant with God. (Temple garments are not to be confused with temple robes, which are worn only inside Latter-day Saints temples.)

Celestial Recycling takes its cues from similar businesses in the secular marketplace, such as Trashie and Retold Recycling. Users of those services are sent a bag, into which they deposit their unwanted items. (Retold just takes textiles, while Trashie also takes electronics.) Customers drop off the sealed bag at a designated location, or have it picked up; the items are sorted and recycled.

In recent years, the fashion industry has confronted the reality that clothes do not simply disappear when the consumer throws them away; they end up in landfills or the ocean. And the problem has become worse with the rise of outlets like Shein and Temu. "We've gone from fast fashion to instant fashion," said the Trashie founder Kristy Caylor, citing the fact that only 15 percent of textiles were recycled in the United States. Each year, Americans create up to 34 billion pounds of textile waste, according to 2018 figures from the Environmental Protection Agency.

Mr. Larsen said he and his wife had been inspired by "Our Earthly Stewardship," a sermon delivered by Bishop Gerald Jean Causse in 2022. "The care of the earth and of our natural environment is a sacred responsibility," the bishop said in that sermon. Their business is not affiliated with the church itself, which did not comment on Celestial Recycling.

The Larsens also have other jobs: She runs a nail salon from the basement and does clothing alterations for a dance studio; he is a partner at a law firm in Ogden. Ms. Larsen said that when their three children were younger, she would take breaks from parenting -- "I love you dearly, but mom needs some time," she recalled -- by making them small blankets out of her old temple garments.

With its longstanding ties to the American West, the Latter-day Saints church fused a frontier mentality with a reverence for the landscape -- and an emphasis on self-reliance. "The Mormons have always been fairly practical people about sustainability," Dr. Maffly-Kipp said.

Mr. Larsen gathering up bags of garments to transport. Kim Raff for The New York Times


The Larsens' three-car garage is also the central Celestial Recycling hub. "Right now, we're having them all shipped to us directly," Mr. Larsen said. Kim Raff for The New York Times


Celestial Recycling's white recycling bags cost $18, $20 or $28, depending on size. Customers can stuff them full of temple garments (temple robes can be recycled, too) then drop the bag off at one of three locations in the Salt Lake City area. Mailing the bag from elsewhere costs extra.

The Larsens' three-car garage is also the central Celestial Recycling hub. "Right now, we're having them all shipped to us directly," Mr. Larsen said. The couple drives the bags to a shredding plant, where they are torn up before being transferred to a cement factory.

Mr. Larsen said he could not think of an equivalent service in the United States. Most faiths mandate that religious objects be disposed of with respect but do not necessarily dictate how to do so.

Catholicism advises that "anything that has been blessed should be burned (and then the ashes buried) or simply buried," according to the Rev. Monsignor William P. Saunders, a pastor in the Washington, D.C., area.

In Judaism, "there definitely is a sense of treating the land like a gift, meaning that it's not something to be destroyed," said Atara Lindenbaum, an associate rabbi at the Hebrew Institute of White Plains. There is no single rule about how to dispose of religious items like yarmulkes, though one option is to store them in a genizah, a repository for worn-out religious objects. 

Muslims adhere to a similar imperative. "For people who practice Islam seriously, they have a great concern about wastage," said Hamza Yusuf, a scholar of Islam and the president of Zaytuna College in Berkeley, Calif.

Mr. Larsen said he would welcome customers of other faiths. But it is the faith he and his wife share that mainly guides them. "We have felt inspired every step of the way," he said. "Every time we felt like, 'How is this going to work?' something miraculous happens that puts us in the right place."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/25/style/religious-garments-disposal-mormons.html
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the Global profile


A Science Fiction Writer Wrestles With China's Rise, and His Own Decline

In his stories, Han Song explores the disorientation accompanying China's modernization, sometimes writing of unthinkable things that later came true.

Han Song, a science fiction writer, at an old steel mill turned leisure park, in Beijing in March. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times



By Vivian Wang
Reporting from Beijing


May 27, 2025 at 05:01 AM

Science fiction is the business of imagining the future, but reading Han Song, one of China's leading writers of the genre, can sometimes feel like reading recent history.

In 2000, he wrote a novel depicting the collapse of the World Trade Center. In 2016, another book imagined the world transformed into a giant hospital, with doctors taking people from their homes -- as would happen at times during China's coronavirus years.

For Mr. Han, 59, this means only that he had not gone far enough in imagining how dark or strange modern life could become.

"I thought I was just writing, but that it was impossible for it to happen," he said of his novel "Hospital," in which everyone is reduced to being a patient. "It actually happened just a few years later," he said, referring to the pandemic. "This is an example of reality being more science fiction than science fiction."

How the unthinkable can become reality has been Mr. Han's subject for the past four decades. By day, he is a journalist at China's state news agency, recording the country's astonishing modernization. At night, he writes fiction to grapple with how disorienting that change can be.

His stories are bleak, grotesque and graphic. Some scrutinize the gap between China and the West, as in "The Passengers and the Creator," a short story in which Chinese people worship a mysterious god called Boeing. Others imagine that China has displaced the United States as the world's leading superpower. Many take ordinary settings, like subway trains, as backdrops for wild scenes of cannibalism or orgies.

"Exorcism," part of Mr. Han's renowned Hospital trilogy, on display at a Beijing sci-fi literary event in March. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


Supposed progress is always viewed warily. After China surpasses the United States in his novel "2066: Red Star over America" -- the one with the collapse of the World Trade Center -- it is not long before China, too, begins unraveling.

Classic sci-fi elements such as space travel or artificial intelligence appear, but the science is not Mr. Han's focus. He is more interested in how people respond to new technologies and the power and disruption they represent.

He has said that Chinese science fiction, more than other contemporary genres, is preoccupied with exploring pain. 

That interest is also personal. Sickly from a young age, Mr. Han has in recent years seen a sharp deterioration in his health. This, he said, has made him more skeptical about the ability of medicine, and science generally, to improve humanity.

That is a potentially risky position, Mr. Han acknowledged in an interview in Beijing, where he lives with his wife. He is thin and soft-spoken, with a serious demeanor that belies the dark humor in his work.

"According to our standards, there is only one possible future. It's all planned: what 2035 will be like, what will 2050 be like, all the way until we reach peak socialism," he said, referring to the Chinese government's five-year plans for development. "But in science fiction, there are too many possibilities."

The Chinese government has promoted science fiction as a reflection of the country's technological advancement and its global influence. Xi Jinping, China's leader, is a fan of Jules Verne, the French author of classics like "Journey to the Center of the Earth."

The state film administration has pledged to support sci-fi films as a source of soft power; arguably China's most successful cultural export in recent years is Liu Cixin's novel "The Three-Body Problem," which was adapted into a Netflix series.

Mr. Han signs books for fans at a sci-fi literary event in a Beijing bookstore in March. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


Mr. Han's writing aligns more with an earlier vision of science fiction's role in China. In the early 20th century, when Chinese intellectuals began translating Verne, they wanted the stories to reveal the country's weaknesses, to inspire reform.

Mr. Han is no dissident. He has won China's top science fiction awards and led its national science fiction association. And he is a high-ranking journalist at Xinhua, the state news agency, which never portrays China's accomplishments as anything but thrilling and inevitable.

The contradiction may be explained by the more open era in which Mr. Han began writing.

He was born in the southwestern city of Chongqing during the Cultural Revolution, the 10 years of populist bloodshed unleashed by Mao Zedong. Scientific expertise was demonized as bourgeois, and universities shuttered. But after Mao died, China's new leaders pledged to embrace modernization. Mr. Han's father, a journalist, brought home science magazines and books such as "One Hundred Thousand Whys," a popular science series for children. The young Mr. Han was fascinated.

At university, he studied English and journalism, reading Western novels like "Slaughterhouse Five" and "Gravity's Rainbow," while taking science electives. He published his first novel in 1991, the same year that he started at Xinhua. Mr. Han said his bosses supported his personal writing, and some were sci-fi fans themselves.

Science fiction's niche status at the time also allowed writers to push the censors' boundaries. Many new works were laced with social commentary.

Mr. Han's particular style may also be key. Rather than making clear political statements, many of his works evoke a deep ambivalence about China's place in the world.

Chinese sci-fi has become a source of cultural pride. Mr. Han appeared at an event for the launch of liquor named after the novel "The Three-Body Problem" by Liu Cixin. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


One story, "My Country Doesn't Dream," initially seems an indictment of China's at-any-cost drive for development, which raised living standards but fueled corruption and other social problems. The protagonist, Xiao Ji, learns from an American spy that the Chinese government has devised a technology to make people work in their sleep.

But even as Xiao Ji reels, he is put off by the American's sense of superiority: "He felt somewhat disgusted with this foreigner who was so set on revealing the truth to him. He suspected the man of harboring an ulterior motive."

Michael Berry, who has translated several of Mr. Han's books into English, said there were always multiple interpretations in the writing.

"He makes you realize the humanity in the other -- and the inhumanity," said Mr. Berry, a professor of contemporary Chinese cultural studies at the University of California, Los Angeles. "Maybe more the latter, because I think a lot of what he is doing is exploring this darker side of human nature."

Mr. Han estimates that about half of his writing has not been published in China because of censorship. That includes "My Country Doesn't Dream," though it has circulated widely online.

Lately, Mr. Han has turned his writing focus inward:  to his own body.

On Weibo, a social media platform where he has more than 1 million followers, Mr. Han has spent the last few years sharing, in unsparing detail, the onset of dementia and other ailments. Alongside photos of books he reads or meals he eats, he describes forgetting who he was riding on the subway to meet, or losing control of his bladder.

Mr. Han with fellow writers at a literary event in a Beijing bookstore in March. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


He treats his own decline with the same psychological interest he views his characters. After braving the cold to buy food, then feeling worn down, he mused: "People are always like this, selling out their bodies and souls just for a bite."

Mr. Han said he saw Weibo as a way to keep writing when creating fiction had become too tiring. He has also been experimenting with DeepSeek, the Chinese A.I. chatbot, to help him polish drafts or even write stories. He was dispirited that it sometimes produced better stories than he did. But he now has embraced it as a tool -- just as the human brain was merely a tool, he said, that itself could need sharpening.

If human frailty is a common theme of Mr. Han's writing, so is something slightly more optimistic: the value of writing about it.

Starting in 2015, Mr. Han began posting on Weibo about a mysterious seven-year countdown. Fans guessed that at the end he might announce a new novel, or retire.

In 2022, Mr. Han finally explained that he had years earlier visited a fortuneteller, who predicted his fate only until that year.

Now that his health had deteriorated seemingly along with the countdown, he wrote, he was unsure if that proved the existence of fate, or of hidden scientific laws.

"Of course, there are no convincing answers, nor is there any way to verify them in a laboratory," he wrote. "Since one day my memory really may disappear, I just want to write this all down. As a reminder for myself, and for anyone interested in studying it."

Mr. Han in Beijing in March. Human frailty is one of the themes his writing explores as he faces his own health struggles. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


Siyi Zhao contributed research.
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U.K. Weighs Sanctions on 2 Israeli Cabinet Ministers as Gaza Crisis Worsens

Facing rising pressure over the acute suffering of civilians in Gaza, the British government is considering sanctions on two far-right ministers, Itamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich.

The city of Beit Lahia in Gaza, this month. As Israel has expanded military operations in Gaza, British officials have considered imposing sanctions on government ministers. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times



By Mark Landler
Reporting from London


May 29, 2025 at 05:01 AM

Britain has hardened its position toward Israel over its conduct of the war in Gaza. But as it weighs the next possible step -- imposing sanctions on Israeli ministers -- it confronts a complex landscape, not least because of the recent deadly shooting of two Israeli embassy employees in Washington.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer's government has been mulling sanctions against two far-right Israeli ministers, Itamar Ben-Gvir, the national security minister, and Bezalel Smotrich, the finance minister, for months -- a proposal first floated by David Cameron, a foreign secretary in the previous Conservative government. But it has still not decided whether to go ahead, according to several officials.

Momentum toward the sanctions had accelerated in recent weeks, after Britain joined France and Canada in condemning Israel's expansion of military operations in Gaza. British officials encountered little resistance to the idea of sanctions from the United States, where President Trump has also turned critical of Israel, warning that he wanted to "stop that whole situation as quickly as possible."

Still, the fatal attack on the two embassy staff members, Yaron Lischinsky and Sarah Milgrim, by a pro-Palestinian gunman outside a Jewish museum has given pause to some British officials, who question whether this is the right moment to punish senior Israeli leaders, according to one diplomat, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the matter.

Itamar Ben-Gvir, left, and Bezalel Smotrich speaking in the Knesset, in Jerusalem in 2022. Pool photo by Associated Press


Britain now seems likely to wait to see if Israel will allow a measurable increase in aid to Gaza, according to officials. If the situation in the Gaza Strip improves, it could further defer a decision on whether to blacklist Mr. Ben-Gvir and Mr. Smotrich, who favor relocating Palestinians outside of Gaza, which would be a grave breach of international law.

The two men staunchly support Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's expanded operations against Hamas, which have led to the deaths of hundreds of civilians, including many children, in recent weeks.

British officials are similarly ambivalent about when to recognize an independent Palestinian state, a step taken by Norway, Spain and Ireland. France is considering such a move and has encouraged Britain to act in concert with it, potentially at a summit meeting in June. But some diplomats argue that doing so at this moment would have little effect.

The debate has laid bare differences between the Foreign Office, which is viewed as more forward-leaning, and 10 Downing Street, which is viewed as more cautious. But Mr. Starmer is under mounting pressure to do more, both from his Labour Party and from leading human rights lawyers in Britain, a cohort to which he once belonged.

"I think people the prime minister interacts with are saying, 'You do know this will be more than a footnote in your legacy if you don't do something?'" said Daniel Levy, a former Israeli peace negotiator who now runs the U.S./Middle East Project, a research group in London and New York.

Speaking in Parliament last week, David Lammy, the current foreign secretary, used the harshest language yet by a British official to denounce Israel's conduct of the war. He said that Britain would suspend talks on a trade agreement and blasted comments by Mr. Smotrich about "cleansing" Gaza and moving its two million people to other countries.

Displaced people at a charity food kitchen in Gaza City in May. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


"We must call this what it is," Mr. Lammy said. "It is extremism. It is dangerous. It is repellent. It is monstrous."

Mr. Lammy did not, however, accuse Israel of genocide, despite the cries of "Genocide!" from some Labour Party backbenchers while he spoke. The government is under pressure from lawmakers to invoke that term, which could open the door to the sanctions and a total suspension of weapons sales to Israel (Britain announced a partial suspension last September).

The Netanyahu government has rejected accusations of genocide in Gaza, claiming that the Israeli military has tried to limit deaths among Palestinian civilians.

On Monday, more than 800 lawyers, academics and retired judges called on Mr. Starmer in an open letter to impose sanctions, saying that Israel was guilty of war crimes and had met the threshold for genocide. They said that the limited aid Israel was allowing into Gaza, after an 11-week blockade of food and medical supplies, was not sufficient to avert an "unfolding humanitarian catastrophe."

"War crimes, crimes against humanity, and serious violations of international humanitarian law are being committed," said the signatories, who included two retired Supreme Court justices, Jonathan Sumption and Nicholas Wilson. "Genocide is being perpetrated in Gaza, or, at a minimum, there is a serious risk of genocide occurring."

Mr. Starmer has long said that he will be guided by the principles of international law. His attorney general, Richard Hermer, also has a voice in setting the policy. Mr. Hermer was influential in Britain's decision to drop objections to an arrest warrant issued by the International Criminal Court for Mr. Netanyahu and his former defense minister, Yoav Gallant.

A vigil for Sarah Milgrim and Yaron Lischinsky near the White House in Washington in May. Caroline Gutman for The New York Times


In the aftermath of the shootings in Washington, Mr. Netanyahu lashed out at Mr. Starmer, as well as President Emmanuel Macron of France and Prime Minister Mark Carney of Canada. The three leaders had issued a joint statement demanding that Israel agree to an immediate cease-fire in Gaza.

"When mass murderers, rapists, baby killers and kidnappers thank you," he said in a video statement, "you're on the wrong side of justice, you're on the wrong side of humanity, and you're on the wrong side of history."

But it is Mr. Netanyahu, not Mr. Starmer, who has become more isolated. On Monday the German chancellor, Friedrich Merz, joined the chorus of outrage in Europe over the dire situation in Gaza, saying Israel's actions "can no longer be justified." Even Mr. Trump, who once wrapped Mr. Netanyahu in a warm embrace, is now expressing impatience.

Britain, like other countries, has struggled to separate Mr. Trump's statements, which can be impulsive and quickly reversed, from substantive policy shifts. That job was further complicated by drastic staff cuts last week at the National Security Council, which removed some of the officials that British diplomats consult.

Mr. Starmer has hesitated to diverge too sharply from the United States on issues from trade to Ukraine. But a shift in tone by Mr. Trump could theoretically give him more room to maneuver on Israel.

Given how the harrowing images and videos from Gaza are galvanizing world opinion, Mr. Levy predicted that Mr. Starmer might be forced to cast aside his cautious approach. "We may get to a moment where he may need to do a reversal," Mr. Levy said.

Patrick Kingsley contributed reporting from Jerusalem.
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U.N. Condemns Israel's New Aid Program in Gaza, After Chaotic Start

The new operation is intended to bypass both the United Nations and Hamas, but aid groups say even if it works as intended, it is dangerously inadequate.


Video: U.N. Condemns Israeli-Backed Aid Distribution Program in Gaza

United Nations officials said that the new system, known as the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, violated humanitarian principles by requiring many Palestinians to travel miles to obtain aid.


By Aaron Boxerman



May 28, 2025 at 04:46 PM

A chaotic start to a heavily criticized food distribution system. Mounting anger from Europe over its threats to dramatically escalate a ground assault in Gaza. And growing pressure from the United States to reach a truce.

Israel is weathering one of its toughest weeks on the diplomatic stage since the start of the war in Gaza, as its allies, including President Trump, appear increasingly fed up with the protracted war, as well as Israel's conduct of it.

On Wednesday, the United Nations denounced the new Israeli-backed aid operation in southern Gaza, a day after the chaotic launch of the initiative, when thousands of hungry Palestinians rushed a food distribution site, prompting Israeli forces to fire warning shots.

Israel had barred humanitarian aid from entering Gaza for more than two months, causing widespread hunger, before allowing shipments of food, fuel and other goods to begin flowing in last week. But desperately needed relief -- either from the old U.N.-run system or the new Israeli-designed one -- has yet to reach many Gazans.

On Wednesday night, large crowds of Palestinians broke into a warehouse belonging to the U.N. World Food Program, the agency said in a statement. "Initial reports indicate two people died and several were injured in the tragic incident," it said in a statement.

The episodes raised further questions over Israel's latest attempt to overhaul the provision of aid to Gazans, in what Israeli leaders call an attempt to sideline Hamas. The U.N. and many other humanitarian groups have boycotted the initiative, which has also drawn anger from many of Israel's Western backers.

Israel has also been threatening a major ground invasion, which Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli prime minister, has promised will be a decisive blow against Hamas. But the Palestinian armed group has refused to surrender despite well over a year and a half of devastating bombardment and ground combat, fighting a dogged war of attrition and recruiting thousands of new fighters to its ranks.

Jonathan Whittall, a senior U.N. humanitarian official, said dozens of people had reportedly been injured in the chaotic fray on Tuesday. He called the Israeli attempt to seize control of the humanitarian aid for Palestinians part of "an assault on their human dignity."

"Yesterday, we saw tens of thousands of desperate people -- under fire -- storming a militarized distribution point established on the rubble of their homes," Mr. Whittall told reporters in a news briefing on Wednesday.

The new aid operation, known as the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation said it had set up two distribution hubs so far and provided thousands of aid parcels without incident on Wednesday. But European diplomats further criticized both the program and Israel's offensive. The foundation denied that any civilians or aid workers had been hurt in the process on either day.

"The disproportionate use of force and the deaths of civilians cannot be tolerated," said Kaja Kallas, the European Union's top diplomat, adding that aid "must never be politicized or militarized."

Under the new Israeli-designed system, four aid sites in southern Gaza are being secured by Israeli soldiers and overseen by private U.S. contractors. Previously, the United Nations largely coordinated the distribution of aid in the enclave, but Israeli officials have been eager to bypass the world body, accusing it of anti-Israel bias and of failing to prevent Hamas from hoarding supplies.

U.N. officials have boycotted the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, saying that it fundamentally violates humanitarian principles. They say Israel's vision would replace hundreds of U.N. distribution sites with just four, requiring many Palestinians to travel miles and pass through a cordon of Israeli troops to obtain aid.

A displaced Palestinian man carries a food parcel as he returns from an aid distribution center in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip, on Wednesday. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


As of Wednesday, two distribution hubs were operational and more than 14,000 parcels of aid had been distributed.

That sharply contrasted with the chaos that erupted on Tuesday, when thousands of Palestinians hoping to receive food had arrived at one of the hubs in what remains of the southern city of Rafah. Pushing and shoving, some later burst through the site's narrow fences, leading Israeli soldiers to fire warning shots, according to the Israeli military.

Jalal al-Homs, a displaced Gazan in Khan Younis, witnessed the  crowds and Israeli gunfire on Tuesday when he sought to receive aid from the hub in Rafah's Tel al-Sultan neighborhood. He ultimately left hours later without getting a box of food for his family, with whom he is living in a tent.

On Wednesday, Mr. al-Homs, 35, said he had tried again to head for one of the aid hubs. As he approached, he said he saw crowds milling about, all hoping for food. Afraid the situation could again unravel, he went back home, he said.

"There's no organization," Mr. al-Homs said in a phone call. "I was scared that today would be the same as yesterday, which was disastrous."

Mr. Netanyahu sought to characterize the scramble in a Tuesday night speech as a brief loss of control in the otherwise successful launch of the new initiative.

Israel blocked humanitarian aid to Gaza for more than two months, causing widespread hunger among Palestinians. Israeli officials charged that much of the food, fuel and medicine flowing through the mainline U.N.-coordinated system had fallen under the control of Hamas.

Mr. Whittall said there was "no evidence" that large amounts of U.N.-coordinated aid had been diverted by Hamas. He said the main obstacle to distributing aid was armed gangs in Gaza, many of whom were stealing aid "under the watch of Israeli forces."

"It doesn't have to be this way: we need our existing system to be enabled," he added.

The Trump administration has been pressing to achieve a cease-fire in Gaza that would begin with a two-month initial truce. On Wednesday, Steve Witkoff, Mr. Trump's Middle East envoy, said that the White House was readying a fresh proposal, adding that he "had some very good feelings about getting to a long-term cease-fire."
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Israeli Jets Strike Yemen's Main Airport Again After Houthi Attacks

Israel said the bombing of the airport, which was targeted for the second time this month, had destroyed the last plane used by the Iran-backed Houthi militia.

Wreckage on May 7 after an earlier Israeli attack on the international airport serving Sana, the capital of Yemen. Khaled Abdullah/Reuters



By Natan Odenheimer
Reporting from Jerusalem


May 28, 2025 at 01:52 PM

Israeli warplanes bombed the main international airport in Yemen again on Wednesday in retaliation for recent missile attacks by the Iran-backed Houthi militia.

A devastating Israeli airstrike earlier this month on the same airport, which serves the capital, Sana, caused extensive damage, and flights were suspended for more than a week. The latest strike destroyed the last remaining aircraft at the airport used by the Houthi government, according to Israel Katz, the Israeli defense minister, and the airport's director.

"They destroyed it entirely," the airport's director, Khaled al-Shaief, said of the plane. He shared on social media a photograph of burning wreckage with fire trucks attempting to extinguish the blaze, saying the plane had been the last aircraft belonging to the national airline at the Sana airport.

The Sana airport is a vital link for more than 20 million Yemenis in Houthi-held areas, providing access to lifesaving medical treatment, medicine and aid.

The Houthis, who control most of northwestern Yemen, including Sana, have been launching rockets and drones at Israel and targeting ships in the Red Sea since October 2023, in what they call a campaign of solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza. Both the Houthis and Hamas in Gaza are part of Iran's network of proxy militias around the Middle East.

Sirens sounded across Israel several times this week warning of incoming Houthi missiles. The Israeli military said it had intercepted them all.

Earlier this month, a Houthi missile landed near a terminal of Israel's main international airport, near Tel Aviv. That episode alarmed airlines, and some temporarily suspended operations in Israel.

In response, Israel struck the Sana airport on May 6 and, since then, neither side has shown signs of backing down.

"Whoever harms us, we will harm them," Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel said after the strike on the Sana airport on Wednesday. He put some of the blame for the Houthi actions on Tehran.

"The main force behind them is Iran, and it is responsible for the aggression emanating from Yemen," Mr. Netanyahu said.

Mr. Netanyahu's remarks come as Israel has been threatening a possible attack on Iran's nuclear program, which it views as an existential danger. Mr. Trump has been pursuing a nuclear deal with Tehran and has rebuffed Israeli urging to launch a joint attack on Iran.

Yemen, located at the southern tip of the Arabian Peninsula, is the poorest Arab country and endured a bloody civil war that led to one of the world's worst humanitarian crises. Analysts say that Israeli and U.S. attacks have further destabilized the nation and deepened the suffering of Yemeni civilians.

In mid-March, the American military escalated a bombing campaign in Yemen, underway for more than a year, aimed at weakening the Houthis' ability to target shipping. President Trump pledged at the time that the Houthis would be "completely annihilated."

But this month, he announced the end of the U.S. bombings, claiming that the Houthis "don't want to fight anymore." He did not provide details on whether Washington and the Houthis had reached any kind of understanding.

After Mr. Trump's remarks, Mohammed al-Bukhaiti, a senior Houthi politician, said that if the United States halted attacks on Yemen, the Houthis would cease their attacks on "American military fleets and interests."

However, he said the Houthis would continue other military operations "in support of Gaza" until Israel ended the war.

Aaron Boxerman contributed reporting from Jerusalem; Vivian Nereim from Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; and Gabby Sobelman from Rehovot, Israel.
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Stalin's Image Returns to Moscow's Subway, Honoring a Brutal History

The Kremlin has increasingly embraced the Soviet dictator and his legacy, using them to exalt Russian history in a time of war, but he remains a deeply divisive figure in Russia.

A new statue of Joseph Stalin in a Moscow metro station reflects Russia's efforts to rehabilitate the memory of a bloody ruler. Alexander Nemenov/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Ivan Nechepurenko
Reporting from the Moscow metro


May 28, 2025 at 10:00 AM

After a nearly six-decade absence, the face of Joseph Stalin, the Soviet dictator who was not known for sparing lives to achieve his goals, is once again greeting commuters in one of Moscow's ornate subway stations.

A new statue was unveiled by the authorities this month, showing Stalin gazing sagely into the distance, flanked by adoring workers and children holding out flowers to him. A replica of one that was removed in 1966 during a de-Stalinization campaign, the new relief quickly became an attraction, with people leaving flowers, stopping to pose for pictures, including with their children, or just watching pensively.

The sculpture is part of the gradual rehabilitation of a brutal leader who still has the power to divide Russians, 72 years after his death. The Kremlin has revived parts of his legacy in its effort to recast Russia's history as a series of glorious triumphs that it is determined to continue in Ukraine.

Among those admiring the work on a recent visit was Liliya A. Medvedeva, who said she was "very happy that our leader got restored."

"We won the war thanks to him," said Ms. Medvedeva, a pensioner born in 1950, adding that she was grateful that Stalin didn't send her father to the Gulag even though he was taken prisoner during World War II -- something that was equated with treason at the time. "Yes, there were many mistakes, but everybody makes mistakes."

In a country where criticizing government action can be dangerous, it is unclear how many people disagree with Ms. Medvedeva's positive view, but some are dismayed, even enraged, by what they see as revisionist whitewashing of history.

Vladimir, a 25-year-old history student who refused to give his last name for fear of retribution, said he came to watch the crowd drawn by Stalin, whom he called "a bloody tyrant."

"It is hard for me to express my own opinion," he said. "But no other monument would draw as much attention."

Stalin was responsible for mass purges, including the Great Terror of 1936 to 1938, when more than 700,000 people were executed, including military leaders, intellectuals, members of ethnic minorities, landowning peasants and others. Under his leadership, entire ethnic groups, like Crimean Tatars, were expelled from their homelands. His policies contributed to mass famine across the Soviet Union, including in Ukraine.

But nostalgia for the Soviet era is strong, especially among older generations traumatized by the painful transition to capitalism, reinforcing memories of Stalin as a strongman who imposed order on a sprawling country and led it to victory against Nazi Germany. His admirers see purges, famines and mass deportations as "excesses" for which overzealous local officials were mostly responsible.

Gennady Zyuganov, the leader of Russia's Communist Party, placing flowers at the grave of Joseph Stalin on the 72nd anniversary of his death, in Moscow in March. Alexander Zemlianichenko/Associated Press


Since Vladimir V. Putin took power more than 25 years ago, at least 108 monuments to Stalin have been erected across Russia, and the pace has accelerated since the invasion of Ukraine in 2022, said Ivan Zheyanov, a historian and journalist who has kept track of the statues. One was installed this year in the Ukrainian city of Melitopol, currently occupied by Moscow's forces.

But none of them have the visibility of the new sculpture in the subway, passed daily by legions of Muscovites changing between the main circle line and the purple line.

Yelena D. Roshchina, an English instructor walking by it, said she recalled Stalin's death in 1953 and how people "valued him." But, Ms. Roshchina, 79, added: "We should not go to the extremes. We always have it either black or white."

For years the Kremlin tried to maintain something of a balance, taking note of Stalin's repressions while opposing the liberal intelligentsia whose main ideological tenets included anti-Stalinism.

President Putin has repeatedly condemned Stalin over the years, and recognized that terrible crimes were committed under his rule. He has visited the sites of mass graves and convened human rights activists and historians to discuss Stalinism.

"It is very important that we all and future generations -- this is of great significance -- know about, and remember this tragic period in our history when entire social groups and entire peoples were cruelly persecuted," Mr. Putin said in Moscow in 2017, at the opening of the "Wall of Sorrow" monument to victims of Stalinist repression. "This terrifying past cannot be deleted from national memory or, all the more so, be justified by any references to the so-called best interests of the people."

In 2001, Moscow City Hall founded the Gulag History Museum, which vividly showcased how a system of mass labor camps led to as many as two million deaths.

But for several years, something entirely different has been happening in parallel.

The Memorial, the most prominent Russian civil rights organization founded by dissidents during late Soviet times, was declared a foreign agent in 2014. At the end of 2021, Moscow City Court ordered it to disband.

In 2017, Mr. Putin told the filmmaker Oliver Stone that "excessive demonization of Stalin has been one of the ways to attack the Soviet Union and Russia."

After a series of lengthy trials, Yuri A. Dmitriev, an amateur historian who discovered graves of Stalin's victims in a remote pine forest in northern Russia, was sentenced in 2021 to 15 years in prison. Mr. Dmitriev had been found guilty of sexually assaulting his adopted daughter, charges his family and friends dismissed as fabricated.

The Gulag History Museum was shut down in 2024 citing fire regulations and has not reopened. Roman Romanov, its longtime director, was removed from his post and the museum's exhibits are being redone under a new leadership.

This April, the government renamed Volgograd's airport for Stalingrad, as the city was called from 1925 to 1961, honoring both the colossal battle fought there in World War II and the ruler it had been named for.

"The creeping re-Stalinization of the country is dangerous not only for society, as it justifies the largest government atrocities in the country's history, but also for the state," said Lev Shlosberg, a Russian opposition politician and member of the liberal Yabloko party that started a petition to dismantle the monument in the Moscow metro. "Sooner or later, repression consumes the government itself."

In the metro, activists left a framed poster in front of the new Stalin monument, a very risky protest by the standards of today's Russia. The poster contained Mr. Putin's quotes criticizing Stalin's methods.

Security guards quickly removed it, and the police later detained one person who had taken part in the protest.
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French Doctor Who Sexually Abused Hundreds of Children Is Sentenced

A former surgeon had confessed to abusing at least 299 people, mostly children, in what is considered the largest case of its kind in French history.

Video: French Doctor Who Sexually Abused Children Gets Maximum Sentence

Joel Le Scouarnec, a former surgeon, confessed to abusing at least 299 people, mostly children, and was sentenced to 20 years in prison. Some of the abuse victims expressed disappointment, saying they had hoped that Mr. Le Scouarnec would receive an exemplary sentence.


By Catherine Porter and Segolene Le Stradic
Reporting from the courthouse in Vannes, France


May 28, 2025 at 01:53 PM

The former surgeon who pleaded guilty to sexually abusing 299 people, most of them children, was sentenced to the maximum 20 years in prison by a French court on Wednesday, in what is considered the largest pedophilia case in the country's history.

"It was predation on victims the most vulnerable, when they were sick in the hospital," Judge Aude Buresi told the courthouse in Vannes, a coastal town in Brittany where the majority of the abuse took place. She also barred the former surgeon, Joel Le Scouarnec, from ever practicing medicine or having contact with minors and said he must serve two-thirds of his sentence before being eligible for parole.

The trial revealed large cracks in the legal and health administrative bureaucracies that failed to take seriously one clear warning sign: In 2005, Mr. Le Scouarnec was convicted of downloading child abuse imagery and given a four-month suspended sentence by a French court. Still, he was permitted to continue treating children unsupervised until his arrest in 2017.

Three years later, he was sentenced to 15 years in prison for raping and sexually assaulting four children. Wednesday's terms supersede that, since there are no consecutive prison sentences in France.

The latest trial came amid a growing reckoning in France over sexual abuse, with the numbers of victims reporting to the police surging, cases crowding the courts and new #MeToo movements erupting at a dizzying pace.

Many of the victims felt the trial of Mr. Le Scouarnec was drowned out by that chorus and did not prompt the public outcry and political responses they had hoped for. After the verdict, many who had gathered outside the courthouse expressed disappointment, saying they had hoped that Mr. Le Scouarnec would receive an exemplary sentence breaking new legal ground, given the scale of his crimes.

"What kind of message does it send that you can rape one, 10 or in this case 300 people and you get the maximum sentence of 20 years?" asked Gabriel Trouve, a victim who agreed to be identified. "I mean, this guy could have maybe raped one person and it would have been the same."

A former gastric surgeon, Mr. Le Scouarnec, now 74, committed the sexual abuse from 1989 to 2014, while working in nine clinics and hospitals in western and central France. The victims' average age was 11. Many were sedated or recovering from operations during the abuse, and had no memory of it.

The crimes were discovered during a police search of Mr. Le Scouarnec's home, after he exposed himself to a 6-year-old girl living next door and her parents reported him.

There, the police found computers and more than two dozen hard drives filled with child sexual abuse imagery, and hundreds of pages of the doctor's personal diaries detailing the sexual abuse he had committed against individual children. They also found two spreadsheets that listed many of the victims' names, ages, addresses and synopses of the abuse they had suffered -- sexual assault and rape, mostly related to penetration with fingers.

Heading into the trial, Mr. Le Scouarnec denied some of the charges, saying that some of his writing had been fantasy and other acts were part of medical procedures. But a month into the trial, he stunned the courtroom by admitting to having done everything he wrote about, and perhaps more.

"For 30 years I acted without any qualms and with a single objective, to commit sexual assaults as often as I could," he said, standing in the dock where he appeared day after day over three months, often staring blankly at the room.

Members of several groups demanding more effort to prevent and expose sex crimes, outside the courthouse in Vannes in February. Stephane Mahe/Reuters


After his confession, the long-anticipated trial took a different turn, shifting its attention to the victims, many of whom had been unaware that they were abused.

Now adults, victims spoke about their reaction to the shattering news from the police. They recounted feeling abandoned, left on their own to deal with an intimate crime they did not remember. They described shock, fury, anxiety and feelings of dissociation.

"People need to realize that it was the police who reached out to the victims, and not the other way around," said Mr. Trouve's mother, Christine, who attended much of the trial with her son. "It was a double shock."

Some separated from their partners over the revelations. Some experienced depression and stopped working. Two died by suicide.

About 100 did not participate in the trial at all. Most of those who did gave their testimony from behind closed doors or sat silently in the courtroom as their cases were examined. Some sent lawyers in their stead.

"I am getting worse, I have been on sick leave since 2024 and I am currently in a psychiatric hospital," one victim, now a young woman living in Belgium, wrote in a letter that was read aloud by her lawyer. "I feel very helpless, like I don't have access to what happened to me."

She said she still struggled to identify as a victim. "I feel like I should take an interest in the trial but I can't," she wrote. "Coming here would make it too real."

Few of those who testified agreed to be publicly identified. Large support dogs lumbered between them in an overflow room near the courthouse, where they watched the proceedings on a screen.

As the trial went on, several who had been reluctant to attend began to come forward, forming what Ms. Trouve called a "family of struggle."

While many talked about the trauma of the discovery, some said it offered a long-sought-after explanation for their broken childhoods and troubled adolescence that bled into their adult lives.

"Learning about the rape allowed me to understand a lot of things," a nurse, now 36, told the court. "Why I felt different. Why I ran away from home when I was 10. Why I was bullied at school. Why I stuttered."

Part of the voluminous record in Mr. Le Scouarnec's case, in court in February. Stephane Mahe/Reuters


Some victims said the revelations had rocked them just as they were becoming parents, themselves. "Two months after learning the news from the police, I found out that I was going to be a father for the first time," said the nurse, his voice breaking. "I became very afraid of passing it on."

Most victims said they now had a hard time trusting doctors. One refused to be sedated for foot surgery, she told the court.

And they spoke of the collateral damage to their families, particularly their parents, who often carried their own guilt for not having protected their children from the surgeon, or having ignored the warning signs and even dismissed their children's reports of being touched.

"Our life became a nightmare," said the father of a soldier, now 22, who was among Mr. Le Scouarnec's last victims. His wife, who has since died of cancer, never got over the news, he said, tearing up.

"In the evenings she would cry, she repeated the same thing over and over again -- that she had been waiting just outside, just a few doors from where it happened," he told the courtroom. "That she had told her son, as they took him to the operating room, that everything would be OK."

The few victims who remembered the abuse spoke about not being believed by their parents and internalizing self-doubt.

"I remember a person with glasses and a white coat entering the room in a strange way," one man told the court. The doctor then asked him to lift his legs, penetrated him with his fingers, and touched his genitals.

At the time, he raised the issue with his father, who suggested that it was part of the medical procedure. "So then I lived with it, telling myself it was normal," he said, "but it always stayed in a corner of my head."

He struggled with trust and intimacy, he told the court, chuckling awkwardly. "Laughter replaced the stutter," he explained. "It's a way to go through difficult conversations more easily."

Less than two weeks before the verdict, about 60 of the victims created a collective to draw attention to the case and demand political responses so that children are better protected from predatory medical practitioners.

A protester holding a placard reading "Who let it happen?" during a demonstration in support of the victims of former surgeon Joel Le Scouarnec outside the court in Vannes last week. Damien Meyer/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Though Judge Buresi said Mr. Le Scouarnec had been receiving treatment since 2017 and understood the gravity of his crimes, few victims felt the same way.

From the glass dock, Mr. Le Scouarnec delivered the same responses about each case in a flat, emotionless tone. He acknowledged the abuse. But he remembered very few of his victims.

"I ask for your forgiveness," he repeated mechanically.

When one 26-year-old victim confronted Mr. Le Scouarnec from the stand during the trial, her words captured the feelings of many victims in the room.

"You ruined my life," she shouted, trembling with anger. "Allow me to doubt the sincerity of your apologies for things you don't even remember."
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Judge Says Government Should Release Russian Scientist

The judge ordered ICE to release Kseniia Petrova, a researcher at Harvard Medical School, who also faces criminal charges.

Kseniia Petrova, a Harvard scientist, has been detained since February for failing to declare scientific samples she was carrying into the United States. Polina Pugacheva, via Associated Press



By Ellen Barry



May 28, 2025 at 07:15 PM

A federal judge on Wednesday said she would grant bail to Kseniia Petrova, a Russian scientist employed by Harvard University, in an immigration case stemming from Ms. Petrova's failure to declare scientific samples she was carrying into the country.

"There does not seem to be either a factual or legal basis for the immigration officer's actions" in stripping Ms. Petrova of her visa on Feb. 16, Christina Reiss, chief judge of the U.S. District Court in Vermont, said in a court hearing.

The judge said the available evidence suggested that the samples Ms. Petrova carried into the country were "wholly non-hazardous, non-toxic, non-living, and posed a threat to no one." She also said that "Ms. Petrova's life and well-being are in peril if she is deported to Russia," as the government has said it intends to do.

Unlike other high-profile deportation cases involving academics, Ms. Petrova's began with a customs violation. Returning to Boston from a vacation in France, she agreed to carry back samples of frog embryos from an affiliate laboratory at the request of her supervisor at Harvard Medical School.

When the samples were discovered during an inspection of Ms. Petrova's baggage at Logan Airport, the customs official canceled her visa on the spot and started deportation proceedings. She was transferred to an Immigration and Customs Enforcement detention center in Louisiana, where she remained for more than three months.

"This is kind of a circular process, because it was the government that revoked her visa," Judge Reiss said on Wednesday. "And it's essentially saying, 'We revoked your visa, now you have no documentation and now we're going to place you in removal proceedings.'" 

She concluded that "what happened in this case was extraordinary and novel," and that if she did not take action in the case "there will be no determination" that Ms. Petrova's constitutional rights had been violated.

"Bail is necessary to make the habeas remedy effective in this case," she said.

However, it is unclear when the government will allow Ms. Petrova's release on bail, or whether it will pursue its plan to deport her to Russia. The case has attracted high-level attention from officials in the Trump administration, who took an unusual step earlier this month, after Judge Reiss indicated she planned to release Ms. Petrova.

Hours after that hearing, the Department of Justice unsealed felony smuggling charges against Ms. Petrova based on her failure to declare the scientific samples, and Ms. Petrova was arrested and transferred to the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service in Louisiana, where she remains. 

Ms. Petrova's next opportunity for release will come after she is transferred to Massachusetts to face the smuggling charges. But the government also issued a detainer on immigration charges, raising the possibility that, if a judge grants her bail in the criminal case, the government could ask ICE to detain her once again.

Judge Reiss asked Jeffrey M. Hartman, the attorney representing the Department of Justice at the bail hearing, whether that would happen. 

He said he did not think so, citing the recent releases of Mohsen Mahdawi, a student organizer at Columbia University, and Rumeysa Ozturk, a doctoral student at Tufts University.

"My understanding of the Ozturk and Mahdawi cases is that the government has not re-detained those noncitizens, and I would expect the government to adhere to the same course of action," Mr. Hartman said. 

Ms. Petrova, 31, the graduate of an elite Russian physics and technology institute, was recruited in 2023 to work at a laboratory at Harvard Medical School studying the earliest stages of cell development. The Kirschner Lab, where she worked, is exploring ways to repair damage to cells that lead to diseases like cancer.

Ms. Petrova has admitted that she failed to declare the samples. Her lawyer has argued that this would ordinarily be treated as a minor infraction, punishable with a fine. 

When Ms. Petrova told the customs officer that she had fled Russia for political reasons and faced arrest if she returned there, she was transferred to ICE custody to wait for an asylum hearing, a process that can take months or years.

 A spokesperson for the Department of Homeland Security said on Wednesday that Ms. Petrova "was lawfully detained after lying to federal officers about carrying substances into the country."

"Messages found on her phone revealed she planned to smuggle the materials through customs without declaring them," the spokesperson said. "She knowingly broke the law and took deliberate steps to evade it."

Announcing the criminal charges, Leah B. Foley, the U.S. attorney for the District of Massachusetts, said Ms. Petrova's academic credentials and Harvard affiliation did not shelter her from the law.

"The rule of law does not have a carve-out for educated individuals with pedigree," she said.

Among the witnesses at Wednesday's bail hearing was Michael West, a molecular biologist who said the samples Ms. Petrova carried back from France were fertilized frog eggs that had been fixed in formaldehyde, rendering them "non-hazardous in nature, and non-toxic, non-living."

He compared them to shoe leather or paper, substances that "once had a biological origin" but had been transformed into "protein and nucleic acids" that could be used for scientific study. 

He added that they had no apparent commercial value. "I read the news reports and I felt that there must be some kind of misunderstanding," he said. "It went against everything I understand about developmental biology." 

In Wednesday's hearing, Mr. Hartman, the government lawyer, argued that Ms. Petrova's case was no longer under Judge Reiss's jurisdiction, and that it should be heard by an immigration court in Louisiana.

Judge Reiss said, however, that the immigration court would not consider violations of Ms. Petrova's constitutional rights, or whether the customs officer had acted improperly in stripping her of her visa.

"If this court doesn't decide it, nobody will be deciding those issues," she said.

She said the evidence suggested the officer had, in fact, acted improperly, and that it was important to establish that. 

"The circumstances of this case are capable of repetition, not only in Ms. Petrova's case, but in other cases as well," she said.
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Trump Asks Supreme Court to Let Him Send Migrants to South Sudan

Government lawyers said a federal judge in Boston had overstepped his authority by requiring hearings before deportations to countries other than the migrants' own. 

The Trump administration's application came after a flight of eight men to Djibouti. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Adam Liptak
Reporting from Washington


May 27, 2025 at 10:48 PM

The Trump administration on Tuesday asked the Supreme Court to allow speedy deportations of migrants to countries other than their own, despite a federal judge's ruling that they must be first allowed a "meaningful opportunity" to object.

The judge has said that the administration violated an order he entered last month in the cases of several men who were loaded on a plane after they were told they were being sent to South Sudan, a violence-plagued African country that most of them are not from. The order required that they be allowed a chance first to show that they were at risk of torture if deported to a country other than their own.

Their flight apparently landed on Wednesday in the East African nation of Djibouti, where there is an American military base, and they have apparently been held there ever since. The judge, Brian E. Murphy of the U.S. District Court in Boston, ruled that the men must be given access to a lawyer and a chance to challenge the government plan.

There were eight deportees aboard the flight to Djibouti. One is South Sudanese, and the government has said that another will be sent to Myanmar, his home country, leaving the six others in limbo. All eight have been convicted of violent crimes.

In the administration's emergency application, the solicitor general, D. John Sauer, wrote that Judge Murphy had thwarted "the government's ability to remove some of the worst of the worst illegal aliens."

"The United States is facing a crisis of illegal immigration, in no small part because many aliens most deserving of removal are often the hardest to remove," Mr. Sauer wrote.

Mr. Sauer explained that the home countries of migrants convicted of violent crimes often refuse to allow them to be returned, making their deportations especially challenging.

"As a result, criminal aliens are often allowed to stay in the United States for years on end, victimizing law-abiding Americans in the meantime," he wrote.

Judge Murphy had "stalled these efforts nationwide," Mr. Sauer said, by insisting on a procedure for allowing the migrants to challenge their deportation that was "invented by the district court." The procedure includes giving migrants at least 10 days to raise claims that they might be tortured and another 15 days to contest adverse findings.

In a ruling filed Monday, Judge Murphy wrote that administration officials were "manufacturing the very chaos they decry."

Judge Murphy wrote that his rulings had been measured and patient. He did not, he said, order the men in Djibouti to be returned to the United States, as their lawyers had requested. Instead, he wrote, he had accepted a government lawyer's suggestion at a hearing last week that the men be afforded the process due to them abroad, at the military base.

Mr. Sauer argued that the judge was interfering in the president's ability to conduct foreign affairs and had imposed onerous requirements.

"It typically takes minutes, not weeks, for an alien to express a fear of being tortured in a country," Mr. Sauer wrote.

At a hearing last week, Judge Murphy said that the government had given the deported men little more than 24 hours' notice that they were being removed from the United States -- a time frame he described as "plainly insufficient."

Judge Murphy, who was appointed by President Joseph R. Biden Jr., said the administration's violation could ultimately result in a finding of criminal contempt. The Supreme Court issued a ruling last week insisting on due process for immigrants the administration seeks to deport under the Alien Enemies Act, a rarely invoked, 18th-century wartime law.

In an unsigned order, the court said that the administration's practice of giving immigrants 24 hours to challenge deportations under that law "surely does not pass muster."

In a similar case, a federal judge in Washington, James E. Boasberg, has opened an inquiry into whether Trump officials violated an order he issued in March seeking to stop flights of immigrants to El Salvador under the Alien Enemies Act.

That inquiry is temporarily on hold as an appeals court considers a request by the Justice Department to end it.
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Marshals' Data Shows Spike in Threats Against Federal Judges

Data gathered by the law enforcement agency responsible for judicial security showed 162 judges faced threats between March 1 and April 14.

The increase in threats coincides with a flood of harsh rhetoric -- often from President Trump himself -- criticizing judges who have ruled against the administration and, in many cases, calling on Congress to impeach them. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Mattathias Schwartz
Mattathias Schwartz reports on the federal judiciary.


May 28, 2025 at 12:02 AM

Threats against federal judges have risen drastically since President Trump took office, according to internal data compiled by the U.S. Marshals Service.

In the five-month period leading up to March 1 of this year, 80 individual judges had received threats, the data shows.

Then, over the next six weeks, an additional 162 judges received threats, a dramatic increase. That spike in threats coincided with a flood of harsh rhetoric -- often from Mr. Trump himself -- criticizing judges who have ruled against the administration and, in some cases, calling on Congress to impeach them.

Many judges have already spoken out, worrying about the possibility of violence and urging political leaders to tone things down.

Since mid-April, the pace of the threats has slowed slightly, the data shows. Between April 14 and May 27, it shows 35 additional individual judges received threats. Still, the total number of judges threatened this fiscal year -- 277 -- represents roughly a third of the judiciary.

The threat data was not released publicly but was provided to The New York Times by Judge Esther Salas of Federal District Court for New Jersey, who said she obtained it from the Marshals Service, which is tasked by law with overseeing security for the judiciary.

In 2020, Judge Salas' son, Daniel Anderl, was shot and killed at the entrance of her home by a self-described "anti-feminist" lawyer, and since then she has advocated judicial safety.

"This has nothing to do with hysteria or hyperbole," she said in an interview. "These numbers tell a dramatic story. They show a spike that ought to be alarming and concerning to everyone."

Spokesmen for the White House and the marshals did not immediately respond to requests for comment. The marshals define a threat as "any action or communication, whether explicit or implied, of intent to assault, resist, oppose, impede, intimidate or interfere" with any marshals-protected person, including federal judges, according to an internal document reviewed by The Times. That language mirrors a federal statute that treats as criminals those who interfere with federal officials performing their duties.

Threats against judges have been rising in recent years, including before Mr. Trump took office.

Marshals Service data shows there were threats against more than 400 individual judges in 2023, the year after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade and eliminated the constitutional right to an abortion. In June 2022, after the Supreme Court's ruling on Roe leaked, an armed man tried to assassinate Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh at his home.

A series of judges have blocked Mr. Trump's sweeping executive actions, including his efforts to deliver on his campaign promise of mass deportations.

Last week, a federal judge in Boston ordered the United States to maintain custody of a group of deportees whom the administration is trying to send to South Sudan, and to bring back another deportee now in hiding in Guatemala.

In a statement, the White House called the judge, Brian E. Murphy, a "far-left activist." Mr. Trump broadened the attack on Monday, condemning "USA hating judges who suffer from an ideology that is sick, and very dangerous for our country," in a social media post rendered in all capital letters.

Some judges who have ruled against the administration have received unwelcome pizza deliveries at their homes, and at the homes of their family members. The authorities are investigating the matter. Judge Salas said she had learned from the marshals that 103 pizzas had been sent anonymously, including 20 in the name of her dead son.
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Trump Administration Agrees to Facilitate Return of Guatemalan Man to U.S.

A federal judge in Massachusetts had ordered officials to "facilitate" his return. The United States is still holding a group of other deportees at a base in Djibouti.

The government's agreement to return O.C.G. represents a substantial de-escalation in a case that is shaping up to be one of the key courtroom battles over President Trump's attempts to conduct mass deportations. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Mattathias Schwartz and Hamed Aleaziz



May 29, 2025 at 01:01 AM

Justice Department lawyers said on Wednesday that the government was taking steps to comply with a court order to facilitate the return of a man who had been deported to Mexico and was then sent to Guatemala.

The Guatemalan man, known by the initials O.C.G., had been deported this year despite having told U.S. authorities that he had experienced violence in Mexico and was afraid to go back.

Immigration authorities made contact with O.C.G.'s legal team over the weekend and were working to bring him back to the United States on a charter flight, according to the two-page filing in the case before Judge Brian E. Murphy of the Federal District Court in Massachusetts. 

Late last week, Judge Murphy ordered the government to "facilitate" O.C.G.'s return to the United States, finding that he was likely to "succeed in showing that his removal lacked any semblance of due process."

The government's agreement to take steps to return O.C.G. represents a substantial de-escalation in a case that is shaping up to be one of the key courtroom battles over President Trump's attempts to conduct mass deportations.

It also marks a departure from the more defiant stance that the administration has taken in other immigration matters, including the case of Kilmar Armando Abrego Garcia. Mr. Abrego Garcia was deported to El Salvador despite an order from an immigration court that he not be sent there, a mistake the government has called an "administrative error."

In response to an order upheld by the Supreme Court requiring the government to "facilitate" Mr. Abrego Garcia's return, the Trump administration has said that it cannot bring him back because he is now imprisoned in El Salvador.

In a statement, Tricia McLaughlin, a spokeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security, said the government would continue to fight for more expansive deportation powers.

"This federal activist judge is ordering us to bring him back, so he can have an opportunity to prove why he should be granted asylum to a country that he has had no past connection to," she said, referring to Judge Murphy.

Ms. McLaughlin added: "America's asylum system was never intended to be used as a de facto amnesty program or a catchall, get-out-of-deportation-free card."

In 2024, when passing through Mexico on his way to the U.S. border, O.C.G. was kidnapped and raped by a group of men who released him only after his sister sent them money, he has said.

An immigration judge who barred authorities from deporting O.C.G. to Guatemala also assured him that he would not be deported to Mexico without further due process. U.S. authorities sent him there anyway. In Mexico, the authorities gave him a choice to be detained for months or return to Guatemala. He chose to return to his home country.

He lives alone there, in a house owned by his sister. He avoids going outside and rarely sees his family members. "Anything could happen to me in the street," he told the court. "I am constantly afraid."

He said he lives "in constant panic and constant fear" of persecution for being gay. "I can't be gay here, which means I cannot be myself," he said.

"We are happy to see that D.H.S. is making the necessary arrangements to comply with the court's order," said Matt Adams, legal director for the Northwest Immigrant Rights Project, an immigrant advocacy group that represents O.C.G. "Time is of the essence as O.C.G. remains in hiding until he can be flown out."

O.C.G.'s case is being considered as part of a larger lawsuit that deals with so-called third-country deportations, in which migrants are sent to places other than their home countries, where they do not have legal status.

The Trump administration has been negotiating with foreign governments over accepting U.S. deportees, including war-torn nations like Libya and South Sudan, as well as El Salvador, where more than 200 migrants were deported and then detained in a maximum-security prison.

Experts say third-country deportations to such countries are part of a larger strategy to scare other immigrants into self-deporting or avoiding the United States altogether.

As part of the same case, Judge Murphy is also grappling with the status of six detainees who have been held at an American military base in Djibouti. The men were given less than 24 hours' notice that they were being deported to South Sudan, after an order from Judge Murphy that they be given at least 15 days. All have been convicted by U.S. courts of violent crimes.

Last week, Judge Murphy ordered the government to maintain custody of the men so they could have a "meaningful opportunity" to object to their deportation to the country, which is on the brink of civil war.

The conditions of their detention remain unclear. As of Wednesday afternoon, the deportees had not been given the chance to contact their lawyers by phone, as ordered by Judge Murphy last week, according to Trina Realmuto, one of their attorneys.

On Tuesday, the government asked the Supreme Court to intervene and pause Judge Murphy's order, which would allow them to send the deportees on to South Sudan. The Supreme Court did not act immediately, and instead gave the deportees' legal team until June 4 to reply.
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University of Florida Approves New President, Recruited From Michigan

Santa Ono, the president of the University of Michigan, was unanimously approved by Florida's board despite criticism from conservatives of his past views on diversity programs.

The president of the University of Michigan, Santa Ono, will take over the University of Florida, where the previous president left abruptly.  Emily Elconin for The New York Times



By Stephanie Saul



May 27, 2025 at 06:49 PM

The University of Florida's new president will be Santa J. Ono, a biomedical researcher lured from the University of Michigan with a large pay package, despite criticism of him that social conservatives had raised.

Dr. Ono's selection was approved unanimously on Tuesday, less than a month after he was named as the sole finalist for the job.

In recent years, the state's leadership has sought to steer Florida's education system to the right, and several supporters of President Trump, including Representative Byron Donalds, a candidate for Florida governor, expressed opposition to Dr. Ono because of his past stances on diversity, equity and inclusion.

But the university's board chair, Mori Hosseini, who has been on a quest to move the college up in national rankings, strongly endorsed Dr. Ono.

"He is the right person to accelerate U.F.'s upward trajectory and help make it the undisputed leader among America's public universities," Mr. Hosseini said in a message to the Florida community before Tuesday's meeting.

Dr. Ono was chosen after a search to find a permanent successor for Ben Sasse, a Nebraska senator whom Florida recruited in late 2022. He arrived with great expectations but resigned abruptly last summer, little more than a year into his presidency.

After Dr. Sasse stepped down, questions were raised about his spending in office. He remains a professor at Florida.

The university has sought to regain its spot as a top-five public university in the rankings published by U.S. News & World Report, a place it held for several years but lost in 2023. It was, perhaps, not surprising that its board looked to hire Dr. Ono, who was the president of Michigan, a top-five school.

Dr. Ono was born in Vancouver, British Columbia, to Japanese immigrant parents and grew up in Pennsylvania and Maryland, where his father was a math professor. He also holds United States citizenship and degrees from the University of Chicago and McGill University. He was previously the president at the University of British Columbia and the University of Cincinnati.

Before becoming a university administrator, he was known primarily for his work studying juvenile diabetes and macular degeneration. He was also known for advocacy around climate change.

Dr. Ono was once a vocal proponent of diversity, equity and inclusion programs, and the University of Michigan, where he became president in 2022, was known for its expansive D.E.I. apparatus.

But Dr. Ono recently renounced such programs while at Michigan and in an opinion essay published in Florida newspapers.

"Over time, I saw how D.E.I. became something else -- more about ideology, division and bureaucracy, not student success," he wrote. "That's why, as president of the University of Michigan, I made the decision to eliminate centralized D.E.I. offices and redirect resources toward academic support and merit-based achievement."

He said he ended the programs despite opposition. "I'll bring that same clarity of purpose to U.F.," he wrote.

The circulation of Dr. Ono's essay came after an attack from the right, both from Mr. Donalds, a Republican, and from Christopher Rufo, a conservative activist who serves on the board of trustees at New College of Florida, another state-funded university. Mr. Rufo had found prior statements by Dr. Ono that supported D.E.I. programs and reposted them online.

In one social media post, Mr. Rufo wrote that Dr. Ono was a left-wing administrator who recently declared his support for "D.E.I. 2.0" and claimed that "the climate crisis is the existential challenge of our time."

Mr. Rufo also disseminated a statement Dr. Ono made, while president of the University of British Columbia, in support of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender students.

Despite such criticism, Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida supported Dr. Ono for the position.

Speaking to the Florida board on Tuesday, Dr. Ono specifically addressed the issue.

"I understand that a few individuals have circulated older statements or videos from me regarding D.E.I. programs at the University of Michigan and U.B.C.," Dr. Ono said. "In hindsight, I see those moments differently now, too. What matters most is not what I said two to six years ago, but what I have done in the past year and a half."

Dr. Ono did not renounce his past positions on climate change, but he also told the board he would not use his personal opinions to influence Florida policy. "My goal is to provide the state with the best possible data," he said.

Details of Dr. Ono's contract have not been disclosed, but the total cash compensation could be as high as $3 million a year, based on a pay range established by the board.

His appointment still technically requires the approval of the state's Board of Governors, which oversees all of Florida's public universities.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/us/university-of-florida-president-santa-ono.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Trump Suggests Limit on International Students at Harvard

The school has so far resisted considerable pressure from the Trump administration to enact other policy changes.

"I think they should have a cap of maybe around 15 percent," President Trump said of Harvard's acceptance of international applicants. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Michael C. Bender
Reporting from Washington


May 28, 2025 at 11:54 PM

President Trump on Wednesday said Harvard should have a cap on the number of international students it admits to create more spots for Americans, undercutting his administration's argument that merit alone should guide admissions practices as it escalates its fight with the elite university.

Mr. Trump's comments came in response to a question about the Department of Homeland Security's recent move to revoke the school's ability to enroll foreign students. The college immediately challenged that decision in court, and a federal judge has temporarily blocked the policy.

Still, the State Department has since halted interviews abroad with foreign citizens applying for student and exchange visas as the government expands its scrutiny of applicants' social media posts, and Secretary of State Marco Rubio said on Wednesday that the Trump administration would begin revoking student visas for Chinese citizens.

The policy shifts follow efforts to crack down on universities, including Harvard, over what the administration has said is a failure to address antisemitism on campus. Mr. Trump's has also attacked policies aimed at supporting diversity, equity and inclusion in an attempt to bring academia more in line with his views that white men and those with traditional views of gender are being discriminated against.

Harvard has so far resisted considerable pressure from the government to enact changes sought by Mr. Trump to its curriculum, hiring and admissions practices. But the government could potentially limit the number of international students allowed to study in the United States on the whole, an idea Mr. Trump alluded to on Wednesday.

Mr. Trump expressed outrage that about one-fourth of Harvard's student body is made up of international students, up from about one-fifth in 2010, according to university data. (Mr. Trump said the figure was 31 percent this year, which appeared to be incorrect.)

"Why would a number so big? I think they should have a cap of maybe around 15 percent," he said. "We have people want to go to Harvard and other schools, they can't get in because we have foreign students there. But I want to make sure that the foreign students are people that can love our country."

The White House declined to comment on whether Mr. Trump's remarks represented a new policy. The State Department did not respond to a request for comment.

For months, the Trump administration has targeted noncitizen students who have been involved in campus protests related to the war in Gaza for arrest and removal from the country. Many of those students have challenged their detention on First Amendment grounds.

Mr. Trump and his allies have repeatedly used the protests to target international students, connecting those complaints to his broader campaign against Harvard.

In a social media post on April 24, Mr. Trump said the university had accepted students "from all over the World that want to rip our Country apart." In a cabinet meeting on April 30, Mr. Trump criticized Harvard and asked his team, "And students -- where are these people coming from?"

"The students they have, the professors they have, the attitude they have, is not American," Mr. Trump said.

Applications to four-year colleges increased 5 percent this year, driven mainly by Latino and Black applicants, according to Common App, the nonprofit group that streamlines the application process for more than 1,000 universities. For the first time since 2019, the rate of growth among international students trailed growth among domestic applicants.

Universities could face significant financial costs if they face new restrictions on enrolling international students, who are more likely to pay larger shares of education costs. Harvard said its application process does not consider a student's need for financial assistance, regardless of nationality.

Speaking to reporters in the Oval Office, Mr. Trump continued to sow doubts about foreign students by incorrectly asserting there were open questions about who had been previously allowed into the country to study. The U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement uses automated screening programs and intelligence operations to vet all visa applications, including those for students.

"We want to know where those students come," Mr. Trump said. "Are they troublemakers? What countries do they come? And we're not going to -- if somebody is coming from a certain country and they are 100 percent fine, which I hope most of them are, but many of them won't be. You're going to see some very radical people."

In an interview this month, Linda McMahon, the education secretary, said it was time for American students to rethink whether degrees from four-year universities were necessary, save for those pursuing legal or medical professions.

She also said that the administration wanted to learn more about whether potential international students were "activists" and "going to be more involved in rabble-rousing."

Asked whether the administration wanted to preserve more slots in college for U.S. citizens, Ms. McMahon said that "universities can determine that process."

"We don't want to see quotas," Ms. McMahon said, referring to a Supreme Court case that rejected the use of affirmative action in college admissions. "That was discrimination, and the Supreme Court said that is absolutely not fair. So we want to make sure that people who come in are coming in on merit."
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Trump's Attacks Have Helped Heal a Deeply Divided Harvard

Once at odds over the war in Gaza and questions about free speech, some people on Harvard's campus have found a reason to come together.

A rally in support of international students on Tuesday at Harvard University. Lucy Lu for The New York Times



By Miles J. Herszenhorn and Vimal Patel



May 28, 2025 at 02:51 AM

A leading pro-Palestinian student demonstrator led chants for a crowd of hundreds gathered in front of the gates to Harvard Yard on Tuesday evening.

A former Jewish leader on campus who has criticized pro-Palestinian campus activism delivered the first speech.

A professor who is one of Harvard's most prominent critics then joined them to urge people to defend the university.

Harvard in recent years has been the site of bitter acrimony over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, free speech and the future of American higher education.

But the Trump administration's attack on Harvard has infused the campus with a sense of unity it has lacked over the last year and half, as the university prepares for commencement this week.

"School pride is probably at an all-time high," said Abdullah Shahid Sial, a sophomore from Pakistan and one of Harvard's two undergraduate student body presidents. He said he had not seen the campus so unified. "I hope it continues."

The Department of Homeland Security announced last week that it had barred Harvard from enrolling international students, a move that sent shock waves through higher education. The government has also frozen more than $3 billion in grants and contracts in its battle against the university.

The extraordinary attack has caused many in the Harvard community to set differences aside at what they say is an existential moment for the 388-year-old university.

Wherever one falls on the Middle East conflict, Mr. Sial said, "everyone is on the side that cracking down on international students will not solve any of those issues."

The Trump administration has said it is punishing Harvard because it has not done enough to stop antisemitism and has created an environment that is hostile to conservatives.

The campus has banded together because what President Trump is doing "is completely beyond the pale," said N. Gregory Mankiw, an influential conservative economist.

Professor Mankiw, who worked in the George W. Bush administration, said he would like more viewpoint diversity on campus but added that he had always felt appreciated and treated "extremely well" at Harvard.

"Double parking is a problem," he said. "But we don't start executing people who double park."

While some students and faculty members remain critical of Harvard, the rally on Tuesday seemed to capture the prevailing mood on campus. A new group, formed to oppose Trump administration demands, organized the event as a show of support for Harvard's international students.

Jacob M. Miller, who in 2023 served as the student president of Harvard's Hillel chapter, a center for Jewish life on campus, frequently appeared on national television after the 2023 Hamas attack on Israel to say Harvard's administration was not doing enough to combat antisemitism.

At the rally on Tuesday, he said Harvard's Jewish community rejects the Trump administration's narrative that the federal government's actions are intended to protect Jewish students.

"We will not allow our identities to be invoked to undermine institutions of higher education," Mr. Miller said. "And we will not allow the administration to wield our identities as a pretextual prop in the political persecution of our peers."

Nuriel Vera-DeGraff, a junior at Harvard who delivered speeches at a pro-Palestinian encampment on campus last year, introduced Mr. Miller at the Tuesday rally. Afterward, he said in an interview that despite their differences, they could "still fight the common fight together."

Mr. Miller said that Mr. Trump's fight with Harvard had pushed "people to expand their horizons and to create friendships outside of the immediate groups of people with whom they already agree."

Tim, an admitted student from Ukraine who asked to be identified by his first name for fear of actions by the government, said international students had been encouraged by Harvard's decision to swiftly sue the federal government.

The action signaled that the university would fight for its students, he said in an interview from his home in Ukraine.

The atmosphere of relative unity at Harvard stands in contrast to Columbia University, which capitulated to some demands from the Trump administration. While Harvard also tried to work with the Trump administration, it has been aggressive in rejecting some demands and has now sued the federal government twice.

Last week, Claire Shipman, Columbia's acting president, received a chorus of boos during commencement. Harvard's commencement will be Thursday.

On Tuesday, Harvard's president, Alan M. Garber, addressed undergraduates in the class of 2025 during a speech at the university's annual baccalaureate service. As Dr. Garber took the stage, someone in the crowd of graduating seniors cheered, "My boy!"

In his remarks, Dr. Garber urged the seniors to defend the values of education as they pursued their professional careers.

"The best way to acknowledge Harvard and what this time has meant to you is to advocate for education," Dr. Garber said, adding, "Everything we might achieve -- morally, scientifically, technologically and even economically -- is grounded in knowledge."

On Tuesday night, thousands of people attended a webinar put on by Crimson Courage, a group started by Harvard alumni, to support their alma mater and higher education.

Maura Healey, who is the governor of Massachusetts and graduated from Harvard in 1992, said during the call that the university was the fourth biggest employer in the state and contributed more than $6 billion to its economy.

The attacks on international students are "undercutting our ability to attract the world's talent," Governor Healey said, adding, "People are going to take their talents elsewhere."

The need for faculty and administrators to unite to defend the university has "taken priority over other divisions among us," said Vincent Brown, a history professor.

Dr. Brown had recently criticized university actions, including urging leaders to take a stronger posture against the Trump administration when it adopted a conciliatory stance.

Now, he said, "everybody is united behind President Garber and anybody else who is willing to defend the academic sector against the assault of the Trump administration."
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Harvard Relents After Protracted Fight Over Slave Photos

A legal battle between Harvard and a woman who says two slave portraits are of her ancestors will end in a settlement, with the photos going to a Black history museum in South Carolina.

A 1850 daguerreotype portrait of Renty, a South Carolina slave, commissioned by the Harvard biologist Louis Agassiz. Harvard University/The Norwich Bulletin, via Associated Press



By Clyde McGrady
Clyde McGrady covers race from Washington, D.C.


May 28, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Harvard University will relinquish its ownership of two haunting images of an enslaved father and his daughter after settling a six-year legal battle with a woman who says she is their descendant.

The images, two 175-year-old daguerreotypes that were taken for a Harvard professor and used as evidence for a discredited pseudoscientific theory of Black racial inferiority, will not, however, go to the woman who sued for them, Tamara Lanier. Instead, they are expected to be transferred, along with images of five other enslaved people, to the International African American Museum in Charleston, S.C., the state where the subjects were enslaved.

The settlement comes as Harvard deals with an onslaught of litigation as it tries to fight off President Trump's efforts to cripple the university. Ms. Lanier cheered the outcome of her case, which was announced on Wednesday.

"I have been at odds with Harvard over the custody and care of my enslaved ancestors, and now I can rest assured that my enslaved ancestors will be traveling to a new home," Ms. Lanier said in an interview. "They will be returning to their home state where this all began, and they will be placed in an institution that can celebrate their humanity."

A Harvard spokesman said the university was always eager to place the images in an appropriate public location, and one has not been selected. 

"Harvard has been committed to stewarding the daguerreotypes in a responsible manner and finding an institutional home for them where their historical significance is appreciated," James Chisholm, the spokesman, said in a statement on Wednesday.

"While we are grateful to Ms. Lanier for sparking important conversations about these images," he continued, "her claim to ownership of the daguerreotypes created a complex situation, especially because Harvard has not been able to confirm that Ms. Lanier is related to the individuals in the daguerreotypes."

The legal fight over the images of the enslaved man, known as Renty, and his daughter, Delia, took on outsize importance as storied universities such as Harvard and Georgetown grappled with their ties to slavery. In 2016, Harvard Law School abandoned an 80-year-old shield based on the crest of a slaveholding family that helped endow the institution. That same year, Georgetown University decided to offer an advantage in admissions to descendants of enslaved people who were sold to fund the school.

But as museums began to repatriate human remains and sacred objects to Native American tribes, Harvard held on to the images of Renty and Delia. Ms. Lanier said she first reached out to the university about 15 years ago when she learned of the images. Renty resembled an ancestor whose legend had been passed down through family oral history, she said.

But Harvard did not treat her claim the way museums had treated tribal demands for ancestral artifacts until now.

"It's a reckoning for all museums and institutions that currently hold plundered property," Ms. Lanier said of the settlement.

"I can rest assured that my enslaved ancestors will be traveling to a new home," Tamara Lanier, who sued Harvard in 2019, said of a settlement that will require that two portraits of slaves she says were her ancestors be sent to a Black history museum in Charleston, S.C. Karsten Moran for The New York Times


The case attracted the attention of big names in the legal world, such as Benjamin Crump, who represented the families of Trayvon Martin, an unarmed Black teenager killed in 2012 by a neighborhood watch volunteer in Florida, and George Floyd, a Black man murdered in 2020 by a white police officer in Minneapolis. Another lawyer on the case, Josh Koskoff, reached a landmark $73 million settlement with the gun maker Remington Firearms on behalf of families of the victims of the Sandy Hook Elementary School massacre of 2012.

"One of the great accomplishments that Ms. Lanier, through her sheer persistence, has won here, is the shedding of light on history, on the true history, not just of her own family, but that of Harvard's relationship to the truth," Mr. Koskoff said.

The lawyers hope the settlement will lead to similar reckonings elsewhere.

"This case is so precedent-setting in so many ways," Mr. Crump said. "It does leave a bright trail for not just us but the next generation of civil rights lawyers to take up the cross and to continue to defend Black humanity on every level."

The partnership between the two lawyers began in an unlikely place: the set of a legal drama.

Mr. Crump had been filming a brief appearance in the 2017 film "Marshall," which depicted an early case won by Thurgood Marshall, the civil rights lawyer and first Black Supreme Court justice. Mr. Koskoff's father, a lawyer named Michael Koskoff, was a screenwriter on the film, and Mr. Crump persuaded him to take on Ms. Lanier's case as co-counsel. Michael Koskoff died in 2019.

"The last day of his professional life was when we filed that lawsuit," his son said.

The daguerreotypes were commissioned by Louis Agassiz, a Swiss-born zoologist and Harvard professor who is sometimes called the father of American natural science. Mr. Agassiz subscribed to polygenesis, the theory that Black and white people had different genetic origins. In 1850, Renty and his daughter Delia were stripped to the waist and photographed in a South Carolina studio; the images were then used as evidence for the professor's racist theory.

Ms. Lanier sued Harvard in 2019, arguing that the school was profiting from the images. Renty's image was featured, for instance, in a $40 anthropology book.

In 2021, a Massachusetts judge dismissed the lawsuit, arguing that if the enslaved subjects did not own the photographs, then neither did Ms. Lanier. A year later, the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court agreed that the plaintiff had no ownership interest in the daguerreotypes, which is what she  wanted. But the high court allowed Ms. Lanier to proceed with her claim that Harvard caused her emotional harm in its interactions with her.

As she pursued her case, Ms. Lanier searched for Mr. Agassiz's descendants, overcoming some initial reticence.

"If I found them, how would they treat me?" she asked. "How would they feel about me?"

After a New York Times story about the case in 2019, she received a message on social media from a descendant of the professor.

The families became so close that Mr. Agassiz's descendants contacted Harvard on behalf of Ms. Lanier.

"I have vacationed with them," she said. "I have spent time with them. We stay connected."
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Cuomo Proposes $20 Minimum Wage for New York City

Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, the front-runner in the New York City mayor's race, announced a plan to raise the city's minimum wage to $20 an hour by 2027.

As governor, Andrew Cuomo helped push through a higher minimum wage in New York. Adam Gray for The New York Times



By Emma G. Fitzsimmons



May 28, 2025 at 10:02 AM

As he runs for mayor of New York City, Andrew M. Cuomo has made no secret of what he thinks was one of his greatest achievements as the state's governor.

"The first state to pass the highest minimum wage in the United States of America, right here," he said recently.

Now Mr. Cuomo wants New York City to go further. He announced on Wednesday that, if elected, he would seek to raise the minimum wage in the five boroughs to $20 an hour by 2027, which would be among the highest in the nation.

He unveiled the new plank of his economic platform at a campaign rally in Manhattan, where he also rolled out a slate of new union endorsements. They included the Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, which has been fighting for a minimum-wage increase.

"The best way to combat affordability, the best way, is to raise wages," Mr. Cuomo, the front-runner in the Democratic primary next month, told a room packed with union members. "Put more money in people's pockets."

To make the proposal reality, Mr. Cuomo would need to win support from Gov. Kathy Hochul and state lawmakers, many of whom still harbor resentments from his days as governor. The state raised the minimum wage to $16.50 an hour this year in New York City, Westchester, and Long Island; it is $15.50 in the rest of the state and is expected to increase in the future based on inflation.

A spokesman for the governor did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Many states have moved to raise the minimum wage as inflation has worsened. Washington, D.C., has one of the highest minimum wages at $17.50 per hour; several communities in Washington State have a minimum wage above $20. The federal minimum wage is $7.25 per hour.

Mr. Cuomo said his proposal would raise wages for roughly 800,000 workers in New York City. He is calling for the new rate to start on Jan. 1, 2027, the one-year mark of his first term if he wins.

Mr. Cuomo's rivals in the mayor's race are skeptical about that commitment. They argued that he prioritized his wealthy donors and did not do enough to address affordability as governor -- a position he resigned from in 2021 after a series of sexual harassment allegations that he denies.

"He would say anything to get elected," Mayor Eric Adams, who is running as an independent in the general election in November, said at his weekly news conference on Tuesday.

Many of the other Democrats who are running for mayor have announced their own plans to address affordability and income inequality, including by raising the minimum wage.

Zohran Mamdani, a progressive state lawmaker who is in second place behind Mr. Cuomo in polls, proposed raising the city's minimum wage to $30 an hour by 2030. His campaign panned Mr. Cuomo's latest proposal.

"Cuomo is once again asking working people to lower their expectations," Lekha Sunder, a spokeswoman for Mr. Mamdani, said in a statement. "There is no limit to what the disgraced ex-gov will do for his billionaire donors while telling everyone else to settle for crumbs."

But it is Mr. Cuomo, a moderate Democrat, who has vacuumed up the support of most big labor unions in the race. His message centers on improving public safety, but he has also sought to address the city's affordability crisis, embracing some of his rivals' ideas like making free preschool for 3-year-olds universal and expanding a free bus program.

In his remarks on Wednesday, Mr. Cuomo took apparent aim at his opponents' criticism, openly taunting the city's business class.

"The businesspeople are going to say, 'Oh no, you can't raise the minimum wage, because that's going to slow the economy,'" he said. "Baloney!"

Mr. Cuomo did not always support raising the wage so aggressively, or just for New York City. He swatted away a request for an increase by Mayor Bill de Blasio in 2014, arguing that allowing local governments to set their own rates would create "a chaotic situation."

Under pressure from unions and workers, Mr. Cuomo eventually had a change of heart and signed a law in 2016 to raise the wage floor to $15 for most workers, while establishing different minimums for different parts of the state. That increase put the state at the forefront of a national movement to raise wages, but New York later fell behind other states.

His campaign said that the proposed minimum wage was similar to what it would have been if the 2016 increase had been indexed to the Consumer Price Index rate for the Northeast. At a compound annual growth rate of 2.7 percent, the minimum wage would have reached $19.57 after 10 years, his campaign said.

Under Mr. Cuomo's proposal, the wage would not automatically continue to rise with the cost of living, but he called for a study to be completed by the city by Jan. 1, 2027, to inform further increases.

He also suggested creating a tax credit for small businesses to help them adjust to the higher wage. The credit would be available to businesses with 10 or fewer full-time employees and would cover up to 30 percent of the wage increase per employee. It would decrease over time.

The policy rollout was one of the few publicized events Mr. Cuomo has hosted over the last month, as he seeks to protect his polling lead by avoiding possible confrontations or missteps in public. As has become his habit, he left the event without taking questions from reporters.

Nicholas Fandos contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/28/nyregion/cuomo-minimum-wage-20-dollar.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Mamdani Has a Thin Legislative Record but Is a Forceful Voice in Albany

In Assemblyman Zohran Mamdani's four-plus years in the New York State Capitol, only three of his bills have become law. His influence is comparatively greater.

Zohran K. Mamdani, a democratic socialist state lawmaker from Queens, is running for mayor of New York City. His colleagues in the Legislature say he has evolved during his time in Albany. Dave Sanders for The New York Times



By Grace Ashford and Benjamin Oreskes
Reporting from Albany, N.Y.


May 28, 2025 at 08:00 AM

During his whirlwind rise in the New York City mayoral race, Assemblyman Zohran K. Mamdani has put forth a wish list of big, expensive ideas.

Rents for stabilized apartments will be frozen. Buses will be free. Taxes on the wealthy will rise and the cost of child care will fall -- to zero.

These proposals have energized his base, but their ambition will almost certainly exceed the ability of any mayor to see them through. The gap between what Mr. Mamdani wants to achieve and what is politically doable also characterizes his tenure as a state lawmaker.

Of the 20-odd bills Mr. Mamdani has introduced during more than four years in Albany, just three relatively minor items have become law. He boasts of his signature free-bus initiative, but the pilot program was not renewed. And a much-ballyhooed proposal to clamp down on nonprofits supporting Israeli settlements was effectively dismissed by Assembly leadership in a rather public fashion.

But more than two dozen lawmakers and staff members, including leaders in the Democrat-controlled Senate and Assembly, said in interviews that measuring Mr. Mamdani's impact in Albany requires looking beyond the number of bills that he introduced or that became law.

They said Mr. Mamdani, 33, has made a conscious decision to use his voice to move the ideological center of the Assembly to the left.

"He is an exceptional communicator," said Senator Julia Salazar, a friend and fellow Democratic Socialists of America member, who has endorsed him as part of a ranked-choice slate. "I think his time in the Assembly has been characterized more by that than changing the law."

Adept at social media campaigning, Mr. Mamdani has helped draw public attention to legislation he supports, lawmakers said. Jonah Rosenberg for The New York Times


Apart from a bill that would require utilities to tell customers of proposed rate hikes, few of Mr. Mamdani's initiatives have shown signs of movement. Small-bore proposals, like a pitch to make clear to voters that they need to be registered with a party to vote in a primary, have failed to gain traction.

The relative scantness of his record caused some colleagues to question his commitment to the unglamorous work of crafting legislation.

"I wish he was a harder worker," said Senator Jessica Ramos, a Democrat who is also running for mayor. "I believe that anybody who should be the mayor of the City of New York should have a legislative record to match."

But colleagues also acknowledged that he had engaged deeply with the legislation of others, helping to push parts of the Good Cause Eviction platform, the Build Public Renewables Act and an expansion of child care across the finish line, in large part by harnessing and focusing public attention.

"He's been seen as someone who can mobilize public opinion out of a certain demographic," said the Senate deputy majority leader, Michael Gianaris, who has worked with Mr. Mamdani on a handful of local issues in their Queens districts. "The mayor's race has not only proven that to be true, but probably increased his capacity to do that as well."

Mr. Mamdani's roots in progressivism and deft use of social media have prompted comparisons with Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, a fellow New Yorker whose endorsement could prove pivotal for Mr. Mamdani as the June 24 primary election nears. She also faced criticism early in her career over a seeming preference to criticize, rather than work within, the Democratic systems of power.

Mr. Mamdani disputed the notion that he is more interested in messaging than in legislating.

Mr. Mamdani has been compared to Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who has yet to endorse a mayoral candidate. Sarah Blesener for The New York Times


"My belief in politics is a belief in making the principled possible," he said. "And that requires working with anyone and everyone who shows interest."

When asked about his proudest moments in Albany, he pointed to a raft of improvements to the Metropolitan Transportation Authority that were included in the 2023 budget, including his free bus pilot.

"That was an achievement that I was only able to win due to building a coalition across ideology," said Mr. Mamdani, noting the pivotal support of Mayor Eric Adams, even as he described the mayor as being directly "in opposition to politics that I and many New Yorkers hold."

The free bus program made five lines -- one in each borough -- free for one year. The pilot was celebrated for boosting ridership, but the M.T.A. cautioned that it also caused confusion and may have led to increased fare evasion on other lines.

Mr. Mamdani and his allies returned to the Capitol with a plan to expand the program in 2024 to a handful of buses in each borough. Five people familiar with the negotiations said that he was close to securing the expansion when an unrelated disagreement over housing reform undermined his efforts.

The people familiar with the talks said that Mr. Mamdani opposed a landlord-friendly measure added late to the state budget, and that he told the Assembly speaker, Carl E. Heastie, that he would vote against the budget because of the measure.

Mr. Heastie was incensed, the people said, and killed the bus pilot. Both Mr. Mamdani and Mr. Heastie deny that any retaliation occurred and say the program fell apart for reasons of its own. The episode was previously reported by Politico and New York magazine.

It was not the first time Mr. Mamdani refused to support the budget. The year before, he also voted no to protest changes to the state's bail law. And in 2021, he voted yes, but only after asserting that he had been coerced into doing so.

In an Assembly floor speech that year, he said he wished for a government "that does not force us to take back too little to our constituents."

"And if that change requires us to change the composition of this body, then so be it," he added, in a threat to incumbents that echoed a similar move by Ms. Ocasio-Cortez.

The protest vote can be a useful tool, most lawmakers agree, but its overuse is considered unsportsmanlike.

"It's hard to say, 'I want stuff in the budget,' and then not vote for the budget. I mean, you can't have it both ways," said Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, who chairs the powerful Codes Committee.

"You're telling people: rent freeze, free child care, free buses, free this, free that," Mr. Dinowitz said, "but, you know, nothing is really free. Somebody else is paying for it."

Mr. Heastie, the Assembly speaker, said in an interview that he had a good relationship with Mr. Mamdani, whom he described as honest and passionate. "I get no surprises out of Zohran, and I respect that out of him," he said.

Mr. Mamdani has been outspoken in his advocacy for Palestinians and criticism of Israel, which has angered some legislators. Amir Hamja/The New York Times


Another of Mr. Mamdani's stalled legislative proposals grew out of his support for Palestinians and criticism of Israel. He introduced a bill that would end tax-exempt status for New York charities with ties to Israeli settlements that violate international human rights law.

Shortly after it was introduced in spring 2023, Assembly leadership took the unusual step of weighing in on the legislation, calling it a "non-starter."

Mr. Mamdani persisted in pushing for the measure. That effort, combined with his lack of an immediate expression of sympathy for Israel after the Hamas attacks of Oct. 7, 2023, deeply angered some members. More recently, Mr. Mamdani again was placed on the defensive after he did not co-sponsor a resolution to acknowledge the Holocaust.

Assemblywoman Amanda Septimo, a Democrat and friend of Mr. Mamdani's, said that she did not believe him to be antisemitic. But she nonetheless opposed his bill and said some of his rhetoric "unintentionally opens the door for people who may be antisemitic to hide under the guise, we'll call it, of other concerns."

Mr. Mamdani stands firm in his defense of Palestinians in Gaza, where over 53,000 people have been killed by Israeli forces, saying, "At the core of this campaign is a politics of consistency and the belief that all people deserve dignity and equality and freedom without exception."

In recent interviews, he has proclaimed Israel's right to exist, and last week he was quick to denounce the killing of two Israeli Embassy employees in Washington as part of "an appalling trend of antisemitic violence."

His fellow legislators say that Mr. Mamdani is still on a learning curve in Albany but is progressing. They say he seems more attuned than before to what it takes to accomplish policy changes, and more judicious when criticizing colleagues.

Mr. Heastie also said that he believed Mr. Mamdani had "legislatively matured," even joking that he liked "Zohran 2.0."

Perhaps the most telling evidence of Mr. Mamdani's evolution came earlier this month, when the budget bills came up for a vote. As in years past, they contained scores of policy changes, not all to Mr. Mamdani's liking.

Mr. Mamdani voted yes.
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High-Demand Section of Brooklyn Will Be Redesigned, Adding 4,600 Homes

The plan, approved by the City Council, focuses on boosting residential development and job growth in a 21-block area along Atlantic Avenue in Crown Heights and Bedford-Stuyvesant.

Atlantic and Bedford Avenues in Crown Heights, one of the Brooklyn neighborhoods that would be open to new development. Hilary Swift for The New York Times



By Mihir Zaveri



May 28, 2025 at 08:15 PM

Vacant lots, warehouses and auto shops sit along the busy thoroughfare of Atlantic Avenue in central Brooklyn, an industrial tableau that stands in sharp contrast to the area's reputation as a hip, desirable place to live.

For over a decade, residents have wanted changes. More and cheaper homes. Better and safer community amenities. But only now, in this political moment emphasizing affordability, is a project coming together that will not only revitalize the area with improvements to parks and streets, but also meaningfully address New York City's housing crisis by making way for 4,600 new homes.

The City Council on Wednesday unanimously approved a major plan that targets a part of Atlantic Avenue in Crown Heights and Bedford-Stuyvesant where areas zoned for manufacturing as far back as 1961 have left little room for residential development, even as needs have shifted.

Because the two neighborhoods are close to Prospect Park and many subway lines, they have continued to draw residents, pushing rents up and fueling gentrification. Several one-off, luxury apartment buildings have sprouted in between industrial and manufacturing lots, a haphazard upheaval that has angered local leaders.

The Council's approval addresses several of these issues, and reflects how city officials are, at least in piecemeal fashion, making way for growth in the face of a housing shortage that is estimated to be in the hundreds of thousands of homes.

"There's definitely been a culture shift in the last couple of years around housing," said Councilwoman Crystal Hudson, who represents much of the area and who helped lead the plan's development. "I think people understand a little bit better the reality of market pressures, and the housing and affordability crisis that is crunching everyday New Yorkers."

She said she hoped the project, known as the Atlantic Avenue Mixed-Use Plan, would be a blueprint for other neighborhoods.

Roughly 1,000 of the 4,600 new homes will be made affordable to people of lower incomes. They will rent, on average, for $1,747 for a one-bedroom apartment or $2,097 for a two-bedroom apartment, according to the most recent city figures.

According to data from StreetEasy, the typical asking rent in April for one-bedroom apartments in Crown Heights was $3,150; in Bedford-Stuyvesant, it was $2,950. Two-bedroom apartments run for about $200 more.

In addition, the city's Department of Housing Preservation and Development plans to help build 900 more units that will be even more affordable on sites owned by nonprofit groups and by the city and state. The total of 1,900 affordable homes is more than the entire amount of affordable housing that has been built in that area over the past decade, city officials said.

And while housing is an important focus, civic leaders have long been clamoring for the city to make broader neighborhood improvements. City officials said they would spend $135 million to redesign Atlantic Avenue, including improving visibility at intersections and adding a bike lane.

The city aims to spend another $100 million on improvements to schoolyards, playgrounds and parks. And it will invest in job training programs for local residents. These additions were crucial to winning community support, Ms. Hudson said.

"You have to actually make people's living conditions better," she said.

Mayor Eric Adams said in a statement on Wednesday that the plan's approval was a "major milestone in our mission to build a more affordable, vibrant New York City."

The Adams administration has pushed development citywide. Last year, city officials passed a broader plan known as City of Yes, which would make way for 80,000 additional homes over the next decade. The administration is separately moving to rezone parts of Midtown, Long Island City and Jamaica, Queens.

The Atlantic Avenue corridor became an industrial area in the 19th century as manufacturing businesses emerged around a freight rail line there.

"The area has been frozen in place by antiquated zoning that restricted housing and encouraged a low-slung, car- and truck-centric streetscape, despite its great access to public transit and jobs," said Dan Garodnick, director of the Department of City Planning. "We believe this is an important area, and one that deserves a more dynamic and pedestrian-friendly mix of uses."

Since at least 2013, residents have been pushing the city for a broader plan to accommodate the area's growth.
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Beatings, Arson and a Denied Mistrial: Latest Takeaways From the Combs Trial

A stylist told jurors Casandra Ventura wanted to escape from the music mogul over a hotel balcony, and Los Angeles authorities testified about calls to Kid Cudi's home.

On Wednesday, jurors at the trial of Sean Combs heard from a former stylist who said he witnessed the music mogul beating Casandra Ventura and threatening to release sex tapes of her. Angela Weiss/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Ben Sisario and Julia Jacobs



May 28, 2025 at 01:00 PM

In the 11th day of Sean Combs's trial for sex trafficking and racketeering, prosecutors called police and fire officials over incidents at the home of Scott Mescudi, the rapper known as Kid Cudi, and questioned a former stylist at length about the violence and intimidation that he said he witnessed at the music mogul's hand.

Those witnesses added further detail to the government's case that Mr. Combs was a violent sexual predator who used his staff to arrange and cover up coercive sex marathons with women who feared him. Mr. Combs has denied all the charges.

Here are some takeaways from the day in court.

A stylist describes harrowing encounters with Mr. Combs.

Deonte Nash, a former stylist at Bad Boy who worked with both Mr. Combs and his on-and-off girlfriend of around a decade, Casandra Ventura (the singer Cassie), testified that he had witnessed the music mogul beating Ms. Ventura and pressuring her to participate in "freak-offs," the coerced sexual marathons that are key to the government's case against Mr. Combs.

Once, in 2013 or 2014, Mr. Nash said, he was at Ms. Ventura's apartment with her and another woman, an assistant to Mr. Combs who is identified in court only as "Mia." Mr. Combs came to the apartment and began hitting Ms. Ventura repeatedly, until her head hit the edge of a bed frame, drawing blood. Mr. Nash testified that Mr. Combs said he would take Ms. Ventura to a plastic surgeon, and the next day he saw her on a video call with stitches on her forehead.

On another occasion, Mr. Nash said, Mr. Combs physically pushed Ms. Ventura out of her apartment and threatened to release "sex tapes." Mr. Nash said he suggested that Ms. Ventura call Mr. Combs's bluff and allow him to release the tapes since, Mr. Nash assumed, Mr. Combs would appear on the recordings too. She told him that the videos showed her having sex with other men, something that she said she didn't want to do -- an indication that Mr. Nash was one of the very few people that Ms. Ventura confided in about "freak-offs" and the evidence of them that Ms. Ventura said Mr. Combs kept.

Later that same day, Mr. Nash said, he went with Mr. Combs to a hotel where Ms. Ventura had gone. Mr. Nash said that when he reached Ms. Ventura's room and told her Mr. Combs was looking for her, she said "Oh, no," and headed to the balcony. "She said that she was going to climb over the balcony," Mr. Nash testified.

While cross-examining Mr. Nash, Xavier Donaldson, a lawyer for Mr. Combs, sought to underscore Mr. Nash's continued professional and social relationship with Mr. Combs even after he said he witnessed acts of domestic violence.

Los Angeles authorities detail calls to Kid Cudi's home.

Last week, Scott Mescudi, the rapper known as Kid Cudi, testified that Mr. Combs had entered his Los Angeles home, and that shortly after, his Porsche was destroyed by a Molotov cocktail -- which Mr. Mescudi said he believed Mr. Combs was responsible for.

On Wednesday, a Los Angeles police officer and a fire department arson investigator described being called to the scenes of those incidents in late 2011 and early 2012. Chris Ignacio, the police officer, said he reported to Mr. Mescudi's home, located up winding, narrow roads in the Hollywood Hills, on the morning of Dec. 22, 2011, for a possible burglary. When he arrived, the officer saw a black Cadillac Escalade with tinted windows in front of the house; the vehicle immediately took off down the street. Officer Ignacio said the license plate showed that the car was registered to one of Mr. Combs's companies.

Officer Ignacio said he spoke to Mr. Mescudi, describing him as "flustered," and that he filed a "trespass report," but gave no details about any investigation that followed.

Lance Jimenez, the arson investigator, said that he was called to the same address on Jan. 9, 2012, and saw a burned Porsche convertible in a driveway about 10 feet from the residence. The car's cloth top had been cut, and inside the vehicle the inspector found a glass malt liquor bottle and a "designer-type handkerchief" nearby. He determined that the fire was "targeted" and not an accident.

During an investigation that followed, Investigator Jimenez said, he tried to call Ms. Ventura and Capricorn Clark, another Combs aide who testified on Tuesday that she had been kidnapped by Mr. Combs and brought to Mr. Mescudi's house during the December incident. Neither woman would talk to him, the inspector said.

Lawyers for Mr. Combs have said their client was "simply not involved" in the arson incident outlined in the indictment.

Marc Agnifilo, of Mr. Combs's defense team, outside court on Wednesday. Eduardo Munoz/Reuters


The defense requests a mistrial.

Late in the morning, Judge Arun Subramanian, who is overseeing the trial, denied a request by defense lawyers for a mistrial, after they argued that prosecutors had unfairly suggested that Mr. Combs was responsible for the destruction of fingerprint evidence.

The defense objected to a line of questioning during the testimony of Mr. Jimenez, the arson inspector. Inspector Jimenez confirmed that fingerprint cards collected by police at Mr. Mescudi's home in December had been destroyed, and so could not be compared to fingerprints found weeks later when Mr. Mescudi's car was destroyed.

Outside the presence of jurors, Mr. Combs's lawyers argued that those questions suggested to the jury that Mr. Combs was somehow responsible for the destruction of the fingerprint cards. The prosecution countered that their questions were entirely proper. Judge Subramanian ruled that testimony struck from the record, but Mr. Combs's lawyers said it was too late.

"There's no way to un-ring this bell," said Alexandra Shapiro, a member of Mr. Combs's defense team.

Judge Subramanian said there had been no testimony from the witness that was prejudicial to Mr. Combs. When jurors returned, the judge told them to disregard the exchange about the fingerprint cards.

Cassie has a baby.

After a break on Wednesday afternoon, Mr. Nash, who said he has kept in close contact with Ms. Ventura, confirmed reports circulating online that she had given birth this week to her third child.

Ms. Ventura testified for four days at the start of the trial earlier in May -- while visibly pregnant. At one point, prosecutors had asked for the defense to complete their cross-examination on schedule, because they expected that she could give birth at any moment.

Anusha Bayya and Joe Coscarelli contributed reporting.
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Rick Derringer,  Rocker Known for 'Hang On Sloopy' and Other Hits, Dies at 77 

A Zelig-like guitarist, singer and songwriter, he collaborated with the likes of Barbra Streisand and Peter Frampton and composed Hulk Hogan's theme "Real American." 

Rick Derringer in 1976. His contributions to rock 'n' roll spanned several generations. Fin Costello/Redferns, via Getty Images



By Alex Williams and Neil Vigdor



May 28, 2025 at 01:04 AM

Rick Derringer, who in his hopscotch career as a guitarist, songwriter and producer scaled the pop heights at 17 with the infectious No. 1 hit "Hang On Sloopy," and who as a solo act in the 1970s minted a Top 40 hit and enduring FM radio staple with the down and dirty rocker "Rock and Roll, Hoochie Koo," died on Monday in Ormond Beach, Fla. He was 77.

His longtime caretaker and friend, Tony Wilson, announced his death in statement but did not give a cause.

Although his early work with his garage-rock band the McCoys was slapped with the dreaded "bubble gum" label, Mr. Derringer was a noted guitar virtuoso who once said that by the time he was 9, he was "playing chord sequences like a pro."

As a guitarist, he bounced between filthy blues, R&B, pop and intricate jazz-rock; in the 1970s, he recorded with Steely Dan, a group known for its musical complexity and its reliance on only the most sophisticated session musicians. Among his notable contributions, he lent supple slide guitar work to  the song "Show Biz Kids" off the 1973 album "Countdown to Ecstasy."

He went on to make his name as a sought-after producer over the years and showed every bit as much breadth, working with artists as diverse as Peter Frampton, Barbra Streisand, Kiss, Bette Midler, Cyndi Lauper and Weird Al Yankovic (that's his guitar solo on "Eat It," Weird Al's 1984 Grammy-winning parody of Michael Jackson's "Beat It").

"I love being involved in recording because I'm a knob freak," Mr. Derringer said in a 1974 interview with the British magazine New Musical Express. "I like buttons 'n knobs 'n things that flash, 'n dials 'n meters."

He lodged four albums on the Billboard 200 over the course of his career, including his critically acclaimed 1973 solo debut, "All American Boy," which hit No. 25 and featured "Rock and Roll, Hoochie Koo," which hit No. 23 on the singles chart.

To some critics, "All American Boy" should have achieved a more lasting reputation. In a review on the site Allmusic, the musician and critic Cub Koda described it as "one of the great albums of the '70s that fell between the cracks."

Mr. Derringer also slipped into the Top 200 with his solo albums "Spring Fever" (1975) and "Derringer Live" (1977), as well as "The Edgar Winter Group With Rick Derringer" (1975) part of a longstanding collaboration with the Winter brothers, first with Johnny Winter, the snarling Texas blues guitar titan, and later with the band Edgar Winter's White Trash.

Mr. Derringer also produced "They Only Come Out at Night," the 1972 debut studio album by the Edgar Winter Group, which shot to No. 3 on the Billboard 200 and featured the hits "Free Ride" and the instrumental chart-topper "Frankenstein."

Mr. Derringer's first solo album, "All American Boy," released in 1973, did well. But some critics felt it should have achieved a more lasting reputation; one called it "one of the great albums of the '70s." Blue Sky Records


He originally wrote "Rock and Roll, Hoochie Koo" as a member of Johnny Winter's band, with Mr. Winter handling the vocals on its original 1970 release. "The rock was me and 'hoochie koo' was Johnny," Mr. Derringer said of Mr. Winter's less ferocious version of his song in an interview with Guitar Player magazine last year. "He was the bandleader, so we did it his way."

Richard Dean Zehringer was born on Aug. 5, 1947, in Celina, Ohio. He got his first guitar at 9, "and it all came very easily to me," he told Guitar Player. "I know some people hate to hear that, but I was just blessed by the good Lord with the ability to play anything I heard."

By 10, he was performing songs like "Caravan" and "Beer Barrel Polka" around town with his younger brother Randy, who had taken up the drums. "We had the Rotary Clubs on their feet in no time," Mr. Derringer recalled in a 1975 interview with the rock magazine Circus.

After his family relocated to Union City, Ind., he and Randy put together an early version of the McCoys, taking their name from one of the early songs they mastered: "The McCoy," by the instrumental band the Ventures.

Mr. Derringer in concert with Edgar Winter. He also performed and recorded with Mr. Winter's brother, Johnny. via Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images



The McCoys played together through high school and eventually got a call from the Brooklyn record producers and songwriters behind the bubble-gum group the Strangeloves, of "I Want Candy" fame, and wanted the McCoys to take a stab at "Hang On Sloopy," which was co-written by the owner of their company.

The McCoys were not the first band to record the song, about a young man's love for a girl from a rough part of town. It evolved from an earlier version, called "My Girl Sloopy," which was originally recorded in 1964 by the Vibrations, a rhythm and blues group. In 1965, a fierce competition unfolded to see which band could adapt a rock 'n' roll version, which led to several of them, the McCoys' rendition being the most successful.

After it topped the Billboard chart in October 1965, Mr. Derringer and his bandmates were suddenly teen idols. "When the McCoys became really big it was at the height of Beatlemania," Mr. Derringer recalled in a 1973 interview with Glenn O'Brien of Rolling Stone magazine, "so if you were indeed a Number One record-seller and you appeared on a stage during that time frame then you were given that treatment. Girls ripped clothes off your back."

The McCoys scored other hits, including a Top 10 cover of "Fever" and a Top 40 rendition of Ritchie Valens's "Come On, Let's Go." But they eventually tired of audiences who "were unpleasantly surprised when they didn't hear 'Sloopy' after 'Sloopy,'" Mr. Derringer told Circus. In 1970, he teamed with Johnny Winter and adopted the stage name Derringer.

"Hang On Sloopy" endured. The song became synonymous with Ohio State University, where the marching band first played it during a football game in 1965. In 1985, the Ohio Legislature adopted it as the official state rock song.

"Rock and Roll, Hoochie Koo," with its titillating chorus and aggressive guitar riffs, also cemented a place in pop culture. It was featured in "Dazed and Confused," Richard Linklater's 1993 coming-of-age film about high school students in 1970s Austin, Texas, as well as in Season 4 of the Netflix series "Stranger Things" in 2022.

Mr. Derringer also teamed up with the wrestler Hulk Hogan, composing the music and lyrics of his theme song, "Real American."

Information about survivors was not immediately available.

In recent decades, Mr. Derringer moonlighted as a real estate agent in Florida, where he lived, The Sarasota Herald-Tribune reported.

He also drew attention for his support of President Trump, which he amplified during a 2017 appearance with Roger J. Stone Jr., a longtime associate of Mr. Trump's, on an Infowars podcast. The site, frequented by far-right supporters of the president, has been used to spread conspiracy theories.

On the show, Mr. Derringer said that several politicians had used his 1973 song "Real American" over the years, including Mr. Trump, Hillary Clinton, Newt Gingrich and former President Barack Obama, who he said had played it in jest at the White House Correspondents' Association dinner in 2011.

At the event, the song was played when Mr. Obama showed a copy of his birth certificate stating that he was born in the United States, refuting conspiracy theories promoted by his successor that he was not.

When one of Mr. Derringer's associates asked whether he might send a bill to Mr. Obama for using the song, he said that he should.

Michael Levenson contributed reporting.
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Nino Benvenuti, Olympic Boxer Who Ruled the Ring in Italy, Dies at 87

Celebrated as much for his charisma as his boxing skill, he was a 1960 gold medalist in Rome, where he overshadowed a young Muhammad Ali.

Nino Benvenuti in 1967. With a record of 119-1 as an amateur, he was considered Italy's greatest boxer. Bettmann/Getty Images



By Jere Longman



May 25, 2025 at 04:33 PM

Nino Benvenuti, an Italian boxer who won the welterweight title at the 1960 Rome Olympics and was named the outstanding fighter of those Games over a  certain teenage light-heavyweight named Cassius Clay, better known as Muhammad Ali, died on Tuesday in Rome. He was 87.

His death was announced by the Italian Olympic Committee, which did not cite a cause or specify where in Rome he died.

Unlike Ali, a three-time world heavyweight champion, Benvenuti never became one of the world's most recognized and socially relevant figures. But he built his own exceptional career; handsome and possessed of elegance and power in the ring, he was considered Italy's greatest boxer.

Benvenuti in 2010 speaking about his Olympic victory 50 years earlier. Of all his wins, he said, that one carried the most meaning. Riccardo De Luca/Associated Press


Outside the ring, according to Sports Illustrated, he read Hemingway, Voltaire and Steinbeck and listened to Beethoven's Ninth Symphony in his Lincoln Continental on the way to fights. Primal and incandescent battles against the Hall of Fame middleweights Emile Griffith of the Virgin Islands and Carlos Monzon of Argentina turned into poignant friendships when his former antagonists became troubled. (Benvenuti himself was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame in 1992).

Benvenuti was 119-1 as an amateur and the winner of an Olympic gold medal. After turning professional in 1961, he built a record of 82-7-1 with 35 knockouts, and won the world light middleweight championship and the world middleweight championship twice. He retired in 1971 after losing for a second time to Monzon, when his corner threw in a white towel of surrender.

It was Benvenuti's Olympic victory in his home country that carried the most meaning, he told The Ring magazine in 2016. Why? "Because it lasts forever," he said. "I'm now a former middleweight champion of the world yet I'm still an Olympic gold medalist."

Benvenuti in 1960 at the Rome Olympics, where he won a gold medal. The Picture Art Collection/Alamy Stock Photo


He did not realize the significance of being named the top boxer at the Rome Games until years later, he once said, "when Muhammad Ali really became Muhammad Ali and the best boxer in the world."

Giovanni Benvenuti was born on April 26, 1938, on the Adriatic coast in what was then Isola d'Istria, Italy (now Izola, Slovenia). He started boxing at age 11. Two years later, according to Sports Illustrated, he began riding his bicycle roughly 13 miles to Trieste, Italy, to participate in amateur bouts and, later, some professional ones.

After retiring, Benvenuti appeared in a couple of movies, playing a farmer in one and a tough-fisted gangster in another; opened a restaurant; and became a television commentator and, briefly, a city councilman in Trieste.

The 45 rounds he spent in the ring with Griffith over three bouts in New York in 1967 and 1968 led to an unassailable bond between the men.

Benvenuti, right, with Giuliano Gemma in a scene from the 1969 movie "Vivos o Preferiblemente Muertos" ("Sundance and the Kid"), in which he played a gangster. Gianni Ferrari/Cover, via Getty Images


Benvenuti asked Griffith in 1980 to be the godfather of one of his sons. And, as recounted in The Daily News of New York, he gave Griffith $10,000 in 2009 when his rival turned friend, who by then had dementia, was struggling financially. (Griffith died in 2013.)

He supported Monzon when he went on trial in 1988; he was convicted of killing his wife (some reports said it was his estranged girlfriend). When Monzon died in 1995, Benvenuti served as a pallbearer at his funeral.

Information about Benvenuti's survivors was not immediately available. He had reportedly been married twice; his second wife, Nadia Bertorello, died in 2023. He once lamented to Il Messaggero, a leading Italian newspaper, that with "a more serene love life," he could have remained champion "for a hundred years."

Asked by The Ring in 2016 about the best overall fighter he faced, Benvenuti named Sugar Ray Robinson, whom he beat on points. But, alas, the two never actually met -- he had only faced him in a very vivid dream.
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Rabbi Sholom Lipskar, 78, Dies; Transformed Miami and Helped Jews in Prison

A charismatic figure in the Chabad-Lubavitch movement, he opened a synagogue in South Florida, unifying the Jewish community there, and founded the Aleph Institute.

Rabbi Sholom Lipskar in 2014. When he arrived in Miami, the city still had restrictions on where Jews could own property. Now it has "one of the most intensely engaged, committed and active Jewish communities in the world," according to Jacob Solomon, president of the Greater Miami Jewish Federation. Marko Dashev



By Michael S. Rosenwald



May 28, 2025 at 06:54 PM

Rabbi Sholom B. Lipskar, a charismatic and visionary figure in the Chabad-Lubavitch Hasidic movement who helped transform South Florida into a vibrant center of Jewish life and founded a national organization that supports Jews in prison and the military, died on May 3 in Miami. He was 78.

The cause of his death, in a hospital, was heart failure, said Rabbi Zalman Shmotkin, a spokesman for the Chabad-Lubavitch movement.

Rabbi Lipskar, the son of Soviet exiles who smuggled him across the border in a suitcase, was sent to Miami in 1969 by Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, the Lubavitcher rebbe and one of the most influential Jewish leaders of the 20th century.

At the time, the Jewish community in Miami consisted primarily of affluent retirees who were not particularly religious. The city also still had neighborhoods that enforced restrictions about where Jews could own property. Rabbi Schneerson saw a different future for South Florida: as a thriving showcase for American Jewry, especially for Jews emigrating from Latin America.

Rabbi Lipskar's first rabbinical role in Miami was as principal of a Jewish day school. In 1974, with help from his wife, Chani, he created the Landow Yeshiva-Lubavitch Educational Center, which offered classes for students in preschool through high school. In 1981, he opened his own synagogue, the Shul, in the basement shopping arcade of the Beau Rivage hotel in Bal Harbour.

On Tuesday evenings, he offered free lectures on Judaism -- a mix of stories from the Torah and discussions of Rabbi Schneerson's insights into its applications to modern life. Rabbi Lipskar's talks initially drew fewer than a dozen people, but within a year, hundreds of Jews began showing up.

Many had not been to a synagogue since their bar or bat mitzvahs. Some came in search of romantic partners. Others were seeking meaning.

"It helps me learn a lot and connects me intellectually and socially," Rivka Brenners, 28, told The Miami Herald in 1989. "I feel I've gotten in touch with what's mine as a Jew."

Rabbi Lipskar in 2022 at the Shul, the synagogue he opened in 1981 in the basement shopping arcade of a hotel in Bal Harbour, Fla. Carlos Chattah/Chabad.org


Rabbi Lipskar's stature in South Florida grew to the extent that Sara's Kosher Pizza, a popular North Miami restaurant (now defunct), named a dish after him. Listed below the Nova Platter on the menu, the Rabbi Lipskar Salad was topped with shredded carrots, beets and turnips and garnished with toasted pita bread.

The same year he opened the Shul, as if he wasn't busy enough, Rabbi Lipskar founded Aleph Institute, an outreach organization for Jewish prisoners, named after the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet. He was inspired by hearing Rabbi Schneerson talk about the religious isolation that Jewish inmates experienced behind bars.

The purpose of Aleph, Rabbi Lipskar told The Miami Herald in 1984, was to ensure its clients understood that "there are Jews in the community that do not judge them and do not want them to feel like second-class citizens. We want to help them in their anguish. We want them to realize that, while they are rectifying their mistakes, they don't have to stop functioning as human beings."

Rabbi Lipskar in 1981 with a prisoner in a Florida jail. "His objective was to give people back a sense of their dignity and humanity," said Rabbi Aaron Lipskar, his nephew and the chief executive of the Aleph Institute, the outreach organization he founded. Aleph Institute


Aleph, which now has 75 full-time employees, sends rabbis into prisons to lead Sabbath and High Holy Days services. The organization also provides inmates with prayer books, Jewish educational materials and supplies for Passover seders. (The program expanded to include outreach to Jewish military service members in 1995.)

"Aleph became my lifeline," Madeline Villeneuve, who used the organization's services while in prison, told The Miami Herald in 1991. "When you are in jail and you are Jewish, it is so difficult to find help. You feel so alone. It took going to jail for me to learn about the organization."

After she left prison, Rabbi Lipskar performed her son's bar mitzvah ceremony.

"His objective was to give people back a sense of their dignity and humanity," Rabbi Aaron Lipskar, the chief executive of Aleph and Rabbi Lipskar's nephew, said in an interview. "He'd say, 'Now that you're here, what is the purpose?' And he would build them up and say, 'Because you have a unique ability to be here to accomplish whatever light has to be brought into a dark environment."

Rabbi Lipskar in 2019, at an Aleph Institute conference. "He realized long before many others did that the criminal justice system in our country needed compassion and not just punishment," said a lawyer who works on cases for the organization. Meir Pliskin/Chabad.org


Sholom Dovber Lipskar was born on Aug. 1, 1946, in Tashkent, Soviet Uzbekistan, during the perilous times for Jews following World War II. His father, Rabbi Eliyahu Akiva Lipskar, taught in Jewish day schools. His mother, Rochel Baila (Duchman) Lipskar, was a nurse.

When he was just 20 days old, his parents fled the country for Poland. Lacking proper paperwork, they crossed the border carrying him inside a suitcase, with small holes punched in the sides so he could breathe.

The family lived in displaced persons' camps in Germany until 1951, when they immigrated to Toronto, where Sholom studied at the Eitz Chaim yeshiva. In 1961, he moved to New York to study at the Lubavitcher yeshiva in Brooklyn.

In 1963, he joined the yeshiva at Rabbi Schneerson's synagogue in Crown Heights.

"As you observe the rebbe, you are challenged and charged to perceive the world in a different way," he once said. "You start seeing the physical world in the way that it was intended -- to serve man instead of man serving it. Instead of working to achieve a materialistic goal, you start looking at how the materialistic aspects of the world are there to allow man to reach a higher-level goal."

In addition to sending rabbis into prisons, the Aleph Institute arranged for lawyers to work pro bono on clemency appeals and requests for sentence commutations.

"He realized long before many others did that the criminal justice system in our country needed compassion and not just punishment," Alan Vinegrad, a lawyer with the firm Covington & Burling who works on Aleph cases, said in an interview. "He also thought passionately that criminals should not only be defined by the crimes that put them in prison."

Some of Rabbi Lipskar's clemency work was done on behalf of politically connected individuals.

In 2021, The New York Times reported that of the 238 pardons and commutations granted by President Trump in his first term, 27 went to people supported by Aleph; by the Tzedek Association, a criminal justice advocacy group founded by Rabbi Moshe Margaretten; or by lawyers and lobbyists connected to them.

The charitable foundation of Jared Kushner, Mr. Trump's son-in-law, donated more than $188,000 to Aleph from 2004 to the end of 2017, The Times reported.

Rabbi Lipskar married Chani Minkowicz in 1968. She survives him, along with their children, Rabbi Zalman Lipskar and Devorah Leah Andrusier; several grandchildren; and three siblings, Rabbi Mendel Lipskar, Rabbi Yosie Lipskar and Sheva Schochet.

In an interview with Moment magazine in 2023, Rabbi Lipskar recalled his arrival in Miami.

"It was a community that not only had zero Judaism, but an anti-feeling -- against Orthodoxy, against traditional Judaism, against what I consider to be the honest truth, the Torah way of life," he said. "Most people, their initial reaction was, 'Who asked you to come here? Why are you upsetting the status quo here? We don't need you.'"

Times change. So did Miami. The Shul is now housed in a stunning 125,000-square-foot building on Collins Avenue and is a tourist attraction for visiting Jews.

Rabbi Lipskar "created a Jewish community which right now is one of the most intensely engaged, committed and active Jewish communities in the world," Jacob Solomon, the president and chief executive emeritus of the Greater Miami Jewish Federation, told The Miami Herald earlier this month. "He was a visionary."
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Bruce Logan, Who Blew Up the Death Star in 'Star Wars,' Dies at 78

A special effects artist and cinematographer, he also worked on "2001: A Space Odyssey" and "Tron," and took a detour to comedy with "Airplane!"

Bruce Logan stood in the rotating wheel of Space Station V on the set of Stanley Kubrick's "2001: A Space Odyssey" in 1966. He worked as an animation artist on that film early in his career. via Estate of Bruce Logan



By Richard Sandomir



May 28, 2025 at 07:32 PM

Destroying the Death Star -- the Empire's space station and superweapon in George Lucas's "Star Wars" -- was a signature moment for the visual effects artist Bruce Logan.

In the climactic scene of what is now known as "Star Wars: Episode IV -- A New Hope" (1977), Luke Skywalker demolishes the Death Star by firing two proton torpedoes into it from his X-wing fighter, a triumph for the Rebel Alliance.

"Blowing up the Death Star is my greatest P.R. coup, but was in fact very low-tech," Mr. Logan told the Los Angeles Post Production Group, a filmmakers' organization, in 2020. He added that he found newer effects to have "an unsatisfying synthetic gloss."

Mr. Logan -- who was also a cinematographer and director -- recalled that he could not film the Death Star's detonation as if it were happening on Earth.

"When you shoot an explosion conventionally, with the camera straight and level, with forces of gravity and atmospherics acting on it, what you get is a mushroom cloud which doesn't look like it's exploding in outer space," he wrote on Zacuto.com, a film equipment website, in 2015.

To achieve the needed effect, Mr. Logan manned a high-speed camera, which was surrounded by a sheet of plywood, with a hole cut out for the lens and a sheet of glass covering it. With the camera pointed upward, Joe Viskocil, a pyrotechnics specialist, set off a series of miniature bombs overhead, which created the illusion of the explosions occurring in zero gravity in outer space.

The explosion of the Death Star in "Star Wars: Episode IV -- A New Hope" (1977). That climactic scene, Mr. Logan said, "was in fact very low-tech." Lucas Films/Disney


The bombs' ingredients included black powder, gasoline, titanium chips and napalm -- and the only protection the crew had was a grip holding a fire extinguisher.

"I do remember wiping some burning napalm off my arm," Mr. Logan told the Manhattan Edit Workshop, a postproduction school, in 2019.

Mr. Logan died on April 10 in Los Angeles. His wife, Mariana Campos-Logan, confirmed the death but did not cite the cause or specify where in the city he died. He was 78.

Michael Bruce Sinclair Logan was born on May 14, 1946, in London. His father, Campbell, was a director for the BBC, and his mother, Louisa (Rogers) Logan, drove an ambulance in World War II during the Blitz.

Bruce studied math, physics and chemistry at Merchant Taylors' School in Northwood, England. He started making animated films with toy soldiers, cars and lawn mowers when he was 12; he later drew cels for an animation company before being hired in 1965 as an animation artist for Stanley Kubrick's "2001: A Space Odyssey." While working on that film, which would open in 1968, he shadowed Douglas Trumbull, one of its special photographic effects supervisors.

Mr. Logan, left, in 1968 with the visual effects pioneer Douglas Trumbull. "Doug thought so far out of the box," Mr. Logan said, "that nobody knew how to say no to him, and he had the run of the studio." via Estate of Bruce Logan


"Doug thought so far out of the box that nobody knew how to say no to him, and he had the run of the studio," Mr. Logan said in a tribute to Mr. Trumbull, who died in 2022, when he received the President's Award from the American Society of Cinematographers. "He worked in the art department, the optical lab, the engineering shop, the model department, and I got to tag along and watch him create. What a ride!"

Mr. Logan's work on "2001" included supervising the dramatic title sequence, which showed the sun rising over the earth and the moon to the strains of Richard Strauss's symphonic poem "Also Sprach Zarathustra." He also shot and designed some of the mock computer readouts and the critical Jupiter Mission sequence.

Mr. Logan then moved into cinematography; among the films he worked on were several produced by the B-movie impresario Roger Corman, including "Big Bad Mama" (1974) and "Jackson County Jail" (1976). He took the "Star Wars" job with some reluctance because it meant returning to visual effects.

But the experience proved rewarding: Working under John Dykstra, Mr. Logan not only helped blow up the Death Star but also destroyed X-wings, TIE fighters (part of the Empire's fleet) and Alderaan, the peaceful planet that is home to Princess Leia (played by Carrie Fisher).

"Full disclosure, I have to confess a fact, which I am much less proud of," he wrote on Zacuto.com. "I also blew up Alderaan along with all its innocent inhabitants."

In 1982, Mr. Logan was the cinematographer on "Tron," a Disney science-fiction thriller directed by Steven Lisberger that mixed live action and computerized imagery to tell the story of a video game developer (Jeff Bridges) who hacks into his company's computer to learn who stole his game, and who is then zapped into the computer.

"Without intimate knowledge of the animation process, I wouldn't have been able to optimize the live-action photography," Mr. Logan told American Cinematographer magazine in 2019. "Ultimately, I was creating a series of graphic images, so I had to completely eliminate motion blur and create infinite depth of field."

Mr. Logan in an undated photo. Not all of his memorable visual effects were in science-fiction films; he also worked on the 1980 comedy "Airplane!" via Estate of Bruce Logan


Although "Tron" was a flop, it had its admirers.

"Nobody had seen anything like it," Steve Rose wrote in The Guardian in 2022. "As such, 'Tron' paved the way for the current era of digitally enhanced spectacle" and anticipated issues including artificial intelligence, digital identity and personal data.

After "Tron," Mr. Logan's work included visual effects (for films like "Firefox" and "Batman Forever,"); and cinematography (mostly for TV, including specials starring the comedians George Carlin and Jamie Foxx, and music videos with Rod Stewart and Prince). He also directed the feature films "Vendetta" in 1986 and "Lost Fare" in 2018.

He also raced in the Sports Car Club of America circuit in the 1970s and '80s and brought his Mercedes-Benz E55 AMG to race at the Willow Springs International Raceway in Rosamond, Calif., a few months before he died.

Mr. Logan's marriages to Kathryn Fenton and Margaret Mayer ended in divorce. In addition to Ms. Campos-Logan, he is survived by a daughter, Mary Grace Logan, and a son, Campbell, both from his marriage to Ms. Mayer.

Not all of Mr. Logan's memorable visual effects were in science-fiction films. In the 1980 comedy "Airplane!", the opening title sequence showed the tail of a jet moving in and out of clouds to mimic the shark's fin in "Jaws," accompanied by that film's ominous John Williams music. Then, all of a sudden, the full aircraft rises out of the clouds.

The sequence was added -- after an early screening was poorly received -- to give the audience a better idea about the type of comedy they were watching.

"Nobody had done anything like 'Airplane!' before, so we needed something to introduce it, so one of us came up with 'Jaws' and the John Williams music," David Zucker, who wrote and directed the movie with his brother, Jerry, and Jim Abrahams, said in an interview. "We had no idea how to do it, but Bruce, wizard that he was, did."
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Michelle Goldberg


From the Creator of 'Succession,' a Delicious Satire of the Tech Right

 Photo illustration by The New York Times; source photograph by Macall Polay/Apple+, via HBO



By Michelle Goldberg
Opinion Columnist


May 26, 2025 at 10:03 AM

In November, when the "Succession" creator Jesse Armstrong got the idea for his caustic new movie, "Mountainhead," he knew he wanted to do it fast. He wrote the script, about grandiose, nihilistic tech oligarchs holed up in a mountain mansion in Utah, in January and February, as a very similar set of oligarchs was coalescing behind Donald Trump's inauguration. Then he shot the film, his first, over five weeks this spring. It premieres on Saturday on HBO -- an astonishingly compressed timeline. With events cascading so quickly that last year often feels like another era, Armstrong wanted to create what he called, when I spoke to him last week, "a feeling of nowness."

He's succeeded. Much of the pleasure of "Mountainhead" is in the lens it offers on our preposterous nightmare world. I spend a lot of my time saucer-eyed with horror at the rapid degeneration of this country, agog at the terrifying power amassed by Silicon Valley big shots who sound like stoned Bond villains. No one, I suspect, can fully process the cavalcade of absurdities and atrocities that make up each day's news cycle. But art can help; it's not fun to live in a dawning age of technofeudalism, but it is satisfying to see it channeled into comedy.

In "Mountainhead," three billionaires gather at the modernist vacation home of a friend, a Silicon Valley hanger-on they call Souper, short for "soup kitchen," because he's a mere centimillionaire. One of the billionaires, the manic, juvenile Venis -- the richest man in the world -- has just released new content tools on his social media platform that make it easier than ever to create deepfakes of ordinary people. Suddenly, people all over the world are making videos of their enemies committing rapes or desecrating sacred sites, and any prevailing sense of reality collapses. Internecine violence turns into apocalyptic global instability.

It's not a far-fetched premise. Facebook posts accusing Muslims of rape have already helped fuel a genocide in Myanmar, and tools like those that Venis unleashes seem more likely to be months than years away.

Venis's foil is Jeff, who has built an A.I. that can filter truth from falsehood and whose flashes of conscience put him at odds with the others. Rounding out the quartet is Randall, a venture capitalist -- played by a terrific Steve Carell -- who pontificates like the bastard offspring of the investors Peter Thiel and Marc Andreessen.

As the planet melts down, they start fantasizing about taking over "a couple of failing nations" and running them like start-ups. "We intellectually and financially back a rolling swap-out to crypto network states, populations love it, and it snowballs," says Randall. But as the global crisis spirals and the dread specter of regulation appears, their ambitions expand. The group seems to have a good relationship with the unnamed president, but they also regard him as an idiot. After the president chastises Venis, they start thinking about replacing him. Given the administration's "wobbles," Venis asks, "do we just get upstream, leverage our hardware, software, data, scale this up and coup out the U.S.?"

While "Succession" was a series about a media industry in decline, "Mountainhead" is a movie about men who feel they own the future. This is what makes them -- both the fictional characters and their real-world analogues -- frightening. At a moment when our institutions are in free fall and most elites seem dazed, these men are ready, as the Silicon Valley cliche says, to move fast and break things. "Are we the Bolsheviks of a new techno world order that starts tonight?" asks Randall. Venis, like Elon Musk, longs to leave Earth itself behind. "I just feel like if I could get us off this rock, it would solve so much," he says, using an obscenity.

Some of the ideas in "Mountainhead" had been percolating in Armstrong's mind since 2023, when he reviewed Michael Lewis's book about Sam Bankman-Fried for The Times Literary Supplement, and proceeded to devour a bunch of other books about Silicon Valley. "I was able to read widely about Zuckerberg and Sam Altman and Marc Andreessen and Peter Thiel," he said, eventually borrowing from all of them as he crafted his characters. He also listened to techcentric podcasts like Lex Fridman's and "All-In," one of whose hosts, David Sacks, is now the White House's crypto czar. People on these shows often speak in a sort of patois loaded with insider references and futuristic nonsense, delivered with blithe confidence that the rules of computer coding can be easily applied to human society. It's a tone that Armstrong nails with uncanny precision.

"I think they think that their philosophical approach can solve any problem," Armstrong said of the tech barons. "And I find that amusing and scary."

It's an open question, in "Mountainhead," how seriously we should take the men's scheming. The characters are titanically arrogant, but outside their domains, they are not particularly effectual. "There's a lot of society and government which is not amenable to a tech approach," said Armstrong. "DOGE may have discovered that, and so may anyone who tries to engage with systems with a lot of real human beings in them."

Still, America's tech plutocrats have expansive plans, fortunes that make Gilded Age robber barons look like paupers and an ungodly amount of political power, even now that Musk has stepped back from the White House. The "big, beautiful bill" that the House just passed contains a 10-year moratorium on state A.I. regulation. Musk's company SpaceX is a front-runner for the contract to build Trump's Golden Dome missile defense shield. When the president went to Saudi Arabia this month, he brought a passel of tech executives with him.

Journalists can write exposes about these men, just as they have about the family of Rupert Murdoch, on whom "Succession" was based. But art and entertainment can make such figures feel real in a more visceral, emotional way. That's one reason it's important for pop culture to engage with America's disorienting descent into clownish authoritarianism.

Doing so isn't easy; Trump is eager to punish both media companies and artists that displease him. Two weeks ago, after Bruce Springsteen denounced the administration on his European tour, the president wrote online that he should "KEEP HIS MOUTH SHUT until he gets back into the country," adding, in what sounded like a veiled threat, "Then we'll all see how it goes for him!"

"Mountainhead" isn't about Trump, but it is about people to whom he's given nearly free rein. Considering how cowardly many media executives have been about crossing the president, I wondered if Armstrong had any problem getting the movie made. He said, however, that HBO was supportive: "Maybe they had some qualms, but I've never felt the vibrations myself." I hope audiences reward the network for that. "Mountainhead" is the first movie I've seen about now, but many more should follow.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/26/opinion/succession-mountainhead-tech.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Guest Essay


We Exposed Fraud at Enron and WorldCom. Don't Let History Repeat Itself.

Video: 



By Sherron Watkins and Cynthia Cooper
Ms. Watkins and Ms. Cooper exposed accounting fraud at Enron and WorldCom, for which they were named Time magazine's Persons of the Year in 2002.


May 27, 2025 at 10:01 AM

More than two decades ago we blew the whistle at Enron and WorldCom, industry giants whose spectacular falls revealed two of the largest accounting frauds in American history. We know the destruction that fraud causes. We lived through it. We witnessed how unchecked power, collusion at the highest levels and manipulated financial statements can bring down iconic companies, destabilize markets and vaporize billions of dollars and thousands of jobs overnight.

That's why we are raising our voices now against a proposal by Republican lawmakers to eliminate the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board, a watchdog that Congress created in the wake of those scandals to protect against accounting fraud and audit failure. The rollback of this hard-won safeguard would unleash additional risk into this highly uncertain economic environment and make another corporate disaster more likely.

The collapse of Enron and WorldCom exposed a broken system for verifying financial honesty. Before the P.C.A.O.B., accounting firms essentially policed themselves. That system failed in part because they often earned far more money selling advice to the same clients than they did from auditing. As a result, firms were sometimes incentivized to go easy on the auditing side -- by reducing testing, lowering standards or putting more junior staff members on complex audits, for example -- to secure their more lucrative consulting business. This conflict of interest, combined with auditing methods of the time that weren't strong enough to uncover elaborate, high-level fraud schemes, created an environment that allowed enormous deceptions to go unnoticed.

At their peak, Enron and WorldCom employed more than 100,000 people combined and operated in over 40 countries. Enron pioneered the trading of energy derivatives, reinvented the natural gas industry and earned Fortune magazine's title of America's Most Innovative Company for six consecutive years. WorldCom was the dominant player in internet infrastructure and a telecom leader that reshaped the industry, once boasting the largest acquisition in corporate history and the fifth most widely held stock. Both had powerful chief executives and celebrated chief financial officers who were beloved by Wall Street.

The cost of their deceit was staggering. More than 50,000 employees lost their jobs and the companies entered bankruptcy, leaving investors and creditors with catastrophic losses. At the time, these were the largest bankruptcies and civil settlements in corporate history.

In response to these and other failures, Congress came together in 2002 to pass the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, which created a strong framework to deter and detect fraud. The P.C.A.O.B. was a cornerstone of that reform: an independent, nonprofit, nongovernmental regulator charged with overseeing public company audits and restoring trust in financial reporting. The bill enjoyed overwhelming bipartisan support and passed almost unanimously in the House (423-3) and in the Senate (99-0).

The accounting oversight board ushered in rigorous inspections, enhanced enforcement and an improvement in audit quality that the profession badly needed. Successive Securities and Exchange Commission chairs from both parties have affirmed the board's value as a vital post-crisis innovation: Thanks to its work, audits today are more consistent, more credible and more accountable, helping to uncover deficiencies that might otherwise fester. The board's continued vigilance is crucial, as many of the systemic risks that necessitated its creation -- such as the inherently conflicted relationship between auditors and their clients and the temptation of fraud -- still endure. Every organization has room to improve, but any needed changes can be addressed within the current framework.

Instead, as part of its broader federal budget reconciliation bill, the House has advanced a measure to eliminate the board and shift its responsibilities to the S.E.C. That might sound like a bureaucratic tweak. It isn't.

Independence from the S.E.C. is one of the board's greatest strengths. The S.E.C. does oversee it, approving its budget and appointing members, but the two work separately and in complementary ways to protect investors. While the S.E.C. has a broad agenda -- regulating public companies that sell investments such as stocks or bonds -- the board has one mission: ensuring high-quality audits. That laser focus is critical, and it's possible only because of the board's operational independence.

One of the most concerning risks is losing audit oversight for overseas companies listed on U.S. exchanges. Under formal cooperative agreements with many foreign regulators, the P.C.A.O.B. has conducted inspections in over 50 international jurisdictions -- including China, where in 2022 it secured unprecedented access. That may not survive a transfer to the S.E.C., a government agency, because Chinese regulators have historically rejected direct involvement from other governments. Without a nongovernmental alternative like the P.C.A.O.B., oversight would probably have to be renegotiated from scratch and might be lost entirely. The upshot would be a higher risk of frauds like that of Luckin Coffee, a Chinese company that fabricated approximately $310 million in sales and cost investors billions after listing on a U.S. exchange in 2019.

Systemic risks metastasize in regulatory gaps. The United States learned this after the free-market fever of the late 1990s and early 2000s, when Congress deregulated the telecom, energy and financial sectors, including by repealing the Glass-Steagall Act and exempting derivatives from oversight. The rollback of these essential guardrails contributed to the downfall of WorldCom and Enron, as well as the 2008 financial crisis.

Since then, technological risks and the complexity of financial markets and reporting have only grown. Yet Congress is now considering barring states from regulating artificial intelligence for 10 years despite knowing very little about how A.I. tools might be used. It is highly likely that A.I. will dominate audit procedures and public company financial statement preparation in the near future. Accounting oversight has never been more needed.

The proposed bureaucratic consolidation purports to save taxpayer dollars. That is merely wishful thinking or creative accounting. The P.C.A.O.B. is funded by fees from public companies and registered brokers and dealers, not taxes; transferring its duties to the S.E.C. would only shift its costs to the public.

And taking on yet another job couldn't come at a worse time for the S.E.C., which reportedly has lost 16 percent of its staff in the past year, mostly because of Department of Government Efficiency-related buyouts. To continue the board's work, the S.E.C. would effectively need to rebuild it, but it does not have the resources to do so.

Representative Michael Oxley once said, "We often think of money as the currency of a free market system, but in truth the system rises and falls on the confidence of its investors." Trust is hard won and easily lost. The P.C.A.O.B. was built to protect it. But if it's allowed to erode, we will all pay the price from market volatility, higher borrowing costs and potentially taxpayer-funded cleanup efforts. The silent, immeasurable value of well-designed safeguards lies in the scandals they prevent from happening.

Sherron Watkins and Cynthia Cooper are former vice presidents of Enron and WorldCom. They exposed accounting fraud at those companies, for which they were named Time magazine's Persons of the Year in 2002. Ms Cooper previously served on the P.C.A.O.B.'s Standing Advisory Group.
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Thomas L. Friedman


The Flashing Signals That I Just Saw in Israel

 Leo Correa/Associated Press



By Thomas L. Friedman
Opinion Columnist


May 27, 2025 at 10:30 PM

I just spent a week in Israel and, while it may not look as if much has changed -- the grinding Gaza war continues to grind -- I felt something new there for the first time since Oct. 7, 2023. It is premature to call it a broad-based antiwar movement, which can happen only when all the Israeli hostages are returned. But I did see signals flashing that more Israelis, from the left to the center and to even parts of the right, are concluding that continuing this war is a disaster for Israel: morally, diplomatically or strategically.

From the political center, the former prime minister Ehud Olmert wrote an essay in the newspaper Haaretz in which he pulled no punches against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his coalition. "The government of Israel is currently waging a war without purpose, without goals or clear planning and with no chances of success," Olmert argued. "What we are doing in Gaza now is a war of extermination: indiscriminate, limitless, cruel and criminal killing of civilians." His conclusion: "Yes, Israel is committing war crimes."

From the right, you have the likes of Amit Halevi, a member of Netanyahu's own right-wing Likud party, who is staunchly pro-war but thinks its execution has been bungled. Halevi had his membership on the Knesset's foreign affairs and defense committee suspended by Netanyahu's coalition after he voted against a proposal to extend the government's ability to issue emergency call-up orders for Israeli reservists. In an interview with the newspaper Yediot Ahronot following his dismissal, Halevi said: "This war is a deception. They lied to us about its achievements." Israel has "been fighting a war for 20 months with failed plans" and it "is not succeeding in destroying Hamas."

And from the left, Yair Golan, the leader of Israel's liberal alliance, called the Democrats, stated in an interview with Israel Radio: "Israel is on the way to becoming a pariah state, like South Africa was, if we don't return to acting like a sane country. A sane country does not fight against civilians, does not kill babies as a hobby, and does not set itself the aim of expelling populations."

After the "hobby" comment drew an outcry, Golan, himself a Gaza war hero, clarified that he was not blaming the military, but rather the politicians who were extending the war for reasons that no longer have anything to do with Israel's national security needs.

While Golan probably should have used a different word, so as not to give Israeli rightists an easy way to discredit him, the truth is this: Virtually no independent foreign journalists have been allowed to report firsthand from Gaza -- unescorted by the Israeli army. When this war is over and Gaza is saturated with international reporters and photographers free to roam, the level of death and destruction is going to be fully reported and pictured -- and that is going to be a very bad time for Israel and world Jewry.

So, Golan was right to warn his nation -- bluntly -- to stop now, forge a cease-fire, get the hostages back, get an international and Arab force into Gaza and deal with the remnants of Hamas later. When you are in a hole, stop digging.

Unfortunately, Netanyahu has insisted on continuing to dig, claiming that he can bomb Hamas into giving up its remaining 20 or so living Israeli hostages -- and because the religious-nationalist members of his coalition have essentially told him if he stops the war, they will topple him. So, the Israeli military is going after more and more secondary targets, and the result is Gazan civilians being killed every day.

Amos Harel, the military analyst for Haaretz, explained why: "Many bombing runs are actually assassination attempts against Hamas leaders, often when they're with their families. And these officials no longer live in private houses or apartment buildings -- they're usually in the crowded tent camps with thousands of civilians. Even when the army declares multiple steps of caution, these attacks result in massive killing."

It is not only, and indeed not even mostly, the rise in Gazan civilian casualties that are turning more and more Israelis against the war. It's simply that the war has worn down the whole society. The signs, Harel notes, are everything from "an increasing number of suicides (which the army doesn't report) to families that are breaking up and businesses that are collapsing. The government conveniently ignores these developments and scatters promises of victory instead."

And it's not only the voices of adult politicians who tell you that Israel has been too long at war. It's the innocent actions of 4-year-olds, too. During my trip, I heard a story from the popular Israeli anchor Lucy Aharish, the first Israeli Arab Muslim news presenter on mainstream Hebrew-language television. She and I had both arrived at a dialogue we did together in Tel Aviv a bit bleary eyed because around 3 a.m. we had each been awakened by the wail of air raid sirens telling us to take cover from a Houthi missile attack. There is something distinctive and particularly nerve-jangling about this air raid siren, but you have to be an adult to detect it.

Why do I say that? Well, every year Israel commemorates the fallen soldiers and civilians of its wars with a two-minute wail of a siren. Wherever they are, Israelis stop, pull off the road and stand in silence for this siren, which is a steady blare, not the wave used for air raid warnings. On the commemoration this year, Aharish told me, the national siren went off at the designated time, and "my 4-year-old son, Adam, who was playing on the floor, started to panic and immediately began gathering up his toys to go into the safe room in our house."

"I told him, 'No, you don't have to. This is a different siren. For this siren we stand in respect for superheroes who kept us safe and are no longer with us.'"

When 4-year-olds must learn to distinguish the difference between siren wails -- those that you stand in respect for and those you need to gather your toys for and rush for a room with no windows -- you have been too long at war.

An encampment for displaced Palestinians in Gaza City.  Jehad Alshrafi/Associated Press


If many Israelis feel trapped by their own leaders, many Gazans clearly feel the same. Polling in Gaza is obviously difficult, but the antiwar movement there seems to be stirring as well -- although there you can get killed by Hamas for protesting. A survey by the independent, Ramallah-based Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research of people across the Gaza Strip found that 48 percent supported the anti-Hamas demonstrations that erupted in several places in recent weeks.

Indeed, be assured, it's not only some Israeli leaders who will face a reckoning when the guns of Gaza finally fall silent. Hamas's leaders will live in infamy. They attacked Israeli border communities on Oct. 7, 2023, and, when Israel predictably retaliated, they essentially offered up Gaza's civilians as a collective human sacrifice to win global sympathy for their cause -- while Hamas's leaders hid in tunnels and abroad. Hamas is still operating, but now Gaza is unlivable. And yet, Hamas's leadership is still stubbornly saying it will not turn over all its remaining live hostages unless Israel agrees to leave Gaza and return to an open-ended cease-fire.

Really? Israel should leave all of Gaza and accept a cease-fire? What a great idea. If Hamas achieved that "victory," it would mean that Hamas fought this entire war -- losing tens of thousands of fighters and civilians and having few buildings in Gaza left intact -- in order to get back to exactly what Hamas had on Oct. 6, 2023: a cease-fire and Israel out of Gaza.

For this alone, history will remember Hamas's leaders as mendacious fools. They thought they were unleashing an apocalypse on Israel and instead unleashed an apocalypse on their own people that also ended up giving license to Netanyahu to destroy their ally, Hezbollah, in Lebanon and Syria, which weakened Iran's grip on both of those nations, as well as on Iraq, and helped drive Russia out of Syria. It was a rout of the Iran-led "resistance network."

But here's the rub. As a result of Netanyahu's military operations, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and the Palestinian Authority in Ramallah -- not to mention Saudi Arabia -- are all now much freer to join the Abraham Accords and normalize relations with Israel to a degree they never were when Iran's regional mercenary network was so powerful.

Yes, Netanyahu made that happen! But he also never misses an opportunity to miss an opportunity for peace. Netanyahu today staunchly refuses to harvest what Netanyahu has sown. He will not do the one thing that would unlock the politics of the whole region: open a road, no matter how long, to a two-state solution with a reformed Palestinian Authority.

No wonder Donald Trump doesn't want to waste time with Netanyahu -- he can't make any money from him and Netanyahu won't allow Trump to make any history with him.

The more I would argue to Israelis that Netanyahu is making a historic mistake -- trading peace with Saudi Arabia for peace with the far-right extremists who keep him in power -- the more they would ask me: "Do you think Trump can save us?" That question is the ultimate sign that your democracy is in trouble.

I had to explain that Trump goes to countries that give him things -- cash, 747s, $Trump meme coin and Official Melania Meme sales, arms purchases, hotel deals, golf courses, A.I. data centers -- and not countries that ask him for things, like Israel.

In fairness to Trump, he probably has no idea how much Israel has internally changed. Even many American Jews don't understand how big and powerful the ultra-Orthodox and religious-settler-nationalist community in Israel has grown and how much it sees Gaza as a religious war.

"Bibi is actually their pawn, not the real player," explained Avrum Burg, a former speaker of the Knesset, referring to the religious-nationalist-settler right in Israel. "You tell them Israel could have peace with Saudi Arabia and they will shrug and tell you that they are waiting for the Messiah. You tell them they could have peace with Syria, and they will tell you the Jewish people already own Syria -- it's part of Greater Israel. You tell them about international law, they will tell you biblical law. You will tell them Hamas, they will tell you Amalek" (a biblical enemy of the Israelites).

The real divide in Israel today, concluded Burg, who teaches about relations between religion and state, is not between conservatives and progressives: "It's between the Jewish tribe and the democratic tribe. And the Jewish tribe is now winning. If Zionism was originally the triumph of secular nationalism over religious Judaism, what is happening to today is the resurgence of religious-nationalist Judaism over democracy."

And so, after a week, I flew home from Off Broadway -- Israel -- only to discover the same play, only bigger, is running on Broadway, in America. It is eerie to watch how Trump and Netanyahu are using a similar playbook to undermine their respective democracies. My only question is whose authoritarian impulses will trigger a full-blown constitutional crisis first.

Each leader stands accused of trying to undermine his country's courts and the "deep state'' -- i.e., all the institutions that uphold the rule of law. In Trump's case, it's effectively to enrich himself personally and shift wealth in the country from the least privileged to the most privileged. In Netanyahu's case, it's effectively to escape the many corruption charges against him and shift power and money away from the democratic, moderate Israeli center to the settlers and the ultra-Orthodox. That group will keep Netanyahu's coalition in office as long as he excuses the ultra-Orthodox from fighting in Gaza and allows the settlers to continue their march to annex the West Bank today and Gaza tomorrow.

When Netanyahu was elected in November 2022 and began forming his Jewish supremacist coalition, I wrote a column the next morning headlined, "The Israel We Knew Is Gone.'' I hope I was premature -- but I hope even more that I won't soon have to write the same column about America.

The year 2026 will have a lot to say about whether the Netanyahu and Trump cults can be contained. That year, Netanyahu will have to hold national elections and Trump will have to face the midterms. Those committed to democracy and decency in both countries have one job between now and then: organize, organize, organize to win power.

Nothing else matters. And everything is riding on it.
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letters


Gene Editing: The Lessons of a Medical Breakthrough

May 28, 2025 at 06:06 PM


 Agence France-Presse, via Children's Hospital of Philadelphia


To the Editor:

Re "Custom Gene-Editing Treatment Helps Baby in World's First Case" (front page, May 16):

Your article highlighting the remarkable work of Dr. Rebecca Ahrens-Nicklas in developing a bespoke gene-editing therapy for KJ, a child with a rare disorder, is a powerful testament to translational research that bridges the clinic and the lab. It is no coincidence that Dr. Ahrens-Nicklas is a physician-scientist trained in both medicine and research through a program funded by the National Institutes of Health.

Dr. Ahrens-Nicklas and I were classmates in the Tri-Institutional M.D.-Ph.D. Program, run jointly by Weill Cornell Medicine, Rockefeller University and Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. Our peers from this program are advancing our understanding of cancer, H.I.V.-AIDS and other illnesses, each drawing on the unique ability to connect patient care with scientific discovery.

These dual-degree programs exist to train precisely the kind of visionary thinkers who can identify unmet clinical needs and then return to the lab to devise novel solutions. This is possible only when scientists understand disease at both the molecular and the human levels.

Recent and proposed cuts to the National Institutes of Health threaten the pipeline that makes such breakthroughs possible. Without strong federal support, we risk losing a generation of physician-scientists -- and with them, the kinds of lifesaving advances described in this incredible story.

Shelli Farhadian
Guilford, Conn.
The writer is an infectious disease physician-scientist at the Yale School of Medicine.

To the Editor:

I am the grandmother of a child with a brain disorder caused by a single gene mutation (cerebral cavernous malformation). It is so exciting and encouraging to learn of progress in the treatment of such rare but potentially devastating conditions.

It is disheartening, however, to contemplate the effect of the Trump administration's cuts to further research on such disorders. National Institutes of Health funding cuts threaten groundbreaking research that would benefit thousands of Americans and their families, at a time when private donations to nonprofits seeking cures for rare diseases are slumping because of economic uncertainty.

We need to get our priorities straight and support the miraculous work done at our universities and university hospitals. Please, Mr. President, stop targeting the best and brightest in America.

Dee Lord
Falls Church, Va.

To the Editor:

My 9-year-old son, Benjamin, died in 2017 from leukemia. After his diagnosis, we discovered that he was born with a rare genetic predisposition called constitutional mismatch repair deficiency, which prevented his DNA from repairing itself, leading to an increased tumor burden and resistance to treatment. If he'd had access to custom gene-editing therapy, he might be alive today.

Only about 4 percent of federal cancer funding is allocated for pediatric research. It's not enough. So, in Benjamin's memory, we started a fund to support groundbreaking clinical trials and studies, including biogenetic breakthroughs like the one responsible for the treatment of KJ, the child featured in your article.

Budget cuts to the National Institutes of Health and other agencies being enacted by the Trump administration could halt lifesaving discoveries like the one used to help KJ. This is unacceptable. My son and his physicians fought as hard as they could for his life, and it wasn't enough. Researchers need more resources at their disposal, not fewer.

Laura Gilkey
Sarasota, Fla.

To the Editor:

As a woman with a degree in microbiology who did undergraduate research under the trailblazing scientist Evelyn Witkin, I am more than disappointed that nowhere in the article about this earthshaking advance was there any mention of the two female scientists responsible for the invention and use of CRISPR: Jennifer Doudna and Emmanuelle Charpentier, who shared the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 2020 for their work.

We know from history that major contributions to science by women have often been overlooked. The article should have made clear that without the brilliance and dedication of those two women, the use of CRISPR in cases like the one described in this article would not have been possible.

Joyce Goodman
Naples, Fla.

Bad Advice: Don't Get the Covid Vaccine

 Erika P. Rodriguez for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Kennedy Reverses C.D.C.'s Covid Vaccine Advice; Shot Guidance Ends for Healthy Children and Pregnant Women" (front page, May 28):

As a critical care physician who has cared for numerous patients with Covid, I strenuously believe that this decision on the part of a scientifically uninformed federal health team is dangerous and will cost the lives of children, women of childbearing age and newborn as well as yet to be born children.

I have cared for children with Covid in an I.C.U. I have cared for pregnant women with Covid and saw them and their unborn children die. For an administration that touts its support of the "right to life," this is a ludicrously hypocritical decision.

I urge you to please do what you can to call this group  that is uninformed and out of the mainstream of science and medicine to task and push to reverse this decision.

I remember acutely the collective breath of relief that all of us who cared for patients with Covid took when the vaccine became available. Don't let us go back to that time before it became available.

Henry M. Ushay
Bronx
The writer is a professor of pediatrics at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine.

To the Editor:

How is it possible that my dog can receive whatever vaccinations our veterinarian recommends, but our young grandchildren may not be able to, now that the health secretary has decreed otherwise? Our world is completely upside down.

Merri Rosenberg
Ardsley, N.Y.

Senator Fetterman, You Have a Job. Please Do It.

 Eric Lee/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Citing the Sting of Stigma, Fetterman Reappears" (front page, May 26):

Senator John Fetterman's claim that those questioning his failure to show up for hearings and hold town halls have "weaponized" his mental health diagnosis is self-centered and unprofessional.

According to your article, Mr. Fetterman skips committee work because he finds it "performative," misses Monday night votes to spend time with his daughter and doesn't do town halls because "I just want to be in a room full of love."

As anyone who has held down a job knows, even when you love it, sometimes it's work, requiring tasks that feel tedious or meetings that interfere with family time. We do that work anyway because it's the professional and moral thing to do, because we want to do a good job and even, perhaps, because we'd be fired if we didn't.

Who wouldn't prefer to face "a room full of love" over a roomful of critics? But Mr. Fetterman swore an oath to do the job of senator, not just when it feels good, but all the time.

Pennsylvania is full of hard-working people who do their whole jobs every day, and we deserve a senator who does too. If Mr. Fetterman can't or won't, he should step aside in favor of someone who will.

Jenny S. Williams
Havertown, Pa.
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Doing Business in China Is Getting Harder, but Its Exports Are Hard to Resist

European companies operating in China say the market has become increasingly challenging because of weak economic demand and opaque government rules on business.

Volkswagen's display at the Shanghai auto show. European automakers have lost market share in China. Andrea Verdelli for The New York Times



By Keith Bradsher
Reporting from Beijing


May 28, 2025 at 07:00 AM

European companies, many of which have operated in China for decades, are finding it increasingly difficult to do business in the country, another sign of how China's weak domestic economy and opaque regulations are testing even longstanding multinational business ties.

European automakers have been rapidly losing market share and face many political difficulties. Volkswagen agreed last December to sell its factory in northwestern China's Xinjiang region, where Beijing has repressed Muslim ethnic groups. European pharmaceutical and medical imaging equipment companies have found themselves locked out of much of the state-run health system.

An extensive annual survey of businesses released on Wednesday by the European Chamber of Commerce in China found that nearly three-quarters said it was getting harder to operate in China. It was the fourth consecutive year that the survey showed deepening corporate pessimism.

The proportion of European companies that plan to expand their operations in China has also fallen to a record low, with just 38 percent saying they intend to do so this year. European investment has been important in bringing Western technology to China and in sending Chinese products to world markets.

The chamber, which has been gauging challenges that companies face in China for a quarter century, represents the interests of some 1,700 companies, from industrial giants like VW to small businesses with a handful of employees who are cogs in global supply chains.

The chamber's survey also unearthed a somewhat contradictory trend that could prove troublesome for President Trump's attempt to shield American manufacturing from China's exports with tariffs. Even as European businesses curb their own investments in China, some are also buying ever more components from Chinese companies. That makes their supply chains even more dependent on China.

China has retaliated against Mr. Trump's tariffs by imposing its own tariffs on American goods. That has prompted a hunt by European companies in China for Chinese replacements for the few components they were still buying from the United States, said Jens Eskelund, the chamber's president.

Jens Eskelund, the president of the European Chamber of Commerce in China, said companies could "get better components at a lower price" in China than anywhere else. Jessica Lee/EPA, via Shutterstock


A broad fall in prices in China has made Chinese components too good a deal for many European companies to pass up. A recent weakening of China's currency against the euro has made Chinese components even more attractive.

"The one place where they actually get better components at a lower price than anywhere else in the world is here in China," Mr. Eskelund said.

Not only the United States but also the European Union and other countries have imposed tariffs lately in response to China's soaring exports of manufactured goods and tepid demand for imports. European companies that export from China to other markets had long feared possible trade barriers, but some were still caught off guard.

"That fear has turned into a nightmare for many at the moment," said Klaus Zenkel, a businessman in Shenzhen who is a member of the chamber's South China chapter.

Some companies have set up temporary assembly operations in other countries to bypass American tariffs, Mr. Zenkel said. They rent warehouses in places like Taiwan, do the final assembly of Chinese components in the warehouses and then ship the finished goods to the United States with customs declarations that no longer show the goods as coming from China.

The Trump administration is trying to reduce these indirect shipments from China. Mr. Trump has threatened high tariffs against countries that run large trade surpluses with the United States.

One category of business conditions has improved very markedly in China in the past year, according to the European chamber's survey.

The share of European companies worried about rising wages has fallen steeply over the last several years, and these now rank among the least of their concerns. Labor costs had been rising along with China's surging housing prices. But that bubble burst in 2021, causing declines in construction that eliminated many jobs.

In turn, flat or even falling wages have contributed to weak demand in China for everything from imported cosmetics to hotel rooms -- resulting in broadly low prices, a potentially dangerous phenomenon known as deflation.

"By a wide margin, it is China's economic slowdown that is seen as having the greatest impact," Mr. Eskelund said.
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Turkey Cracks Down on Fliers Who Stand Up Too Soon, Threatening Fines

As of this month, passengers who stand before planes fully stop may be fined by the Turkish government.

A Turkish Airlines flight landing at Ataturk International Airport in Istanbul in 2018. Osman Orsal/Reuters



By Jenny Gross
Reporting from London


May 28, 2025 at 02:47 PM

Most airline passengers know the rules: Stay seated at the end of the flight until the aircraft comes to a complete stop and the "fasten seatbelt" sign is off. Still, time and time again, passengers stand up anyway, in a rush to stretch their legs or collect their luggage.

To address this, Turkey can now fine passengers who unbuckle their seatbelts, leave their seats before the plane has stopped taxiing or access overhead compartments before they are authorized to do so, according to new rules issued by the Turkish Directorate General of Civil Aviation this month.

"Passengers who do not comply with the rules will be reported to the Directorate General of Civil Aviation through a disruptive passenger report, and an administrative fine will be imposed," the Turkish government said in an announcement. It did not say how much passengers might be fined.

Turkish Airlines did not respond to a request for comment about how many times this rule had been enforced since its implementation in early May.

In addition to potentially rankling others on the plane, safety issues can arise when passengers leave their seats prematurely. Passengers can fall if the plane makes a sudden stop, and luggage can fall from overhead bins if they are opened while the aircraft is still moving. Aisles also need to remain clear for emergency evacuations.

According to a report by the International Air Transport Association, a global airline trade group, failure to comply with instructions from flight attendants was the most frequent type of unruly passenger behavior in 2023. Flight attendants have also dealt with violence against themselves and other passengers, harassment, verbal abuse, smoking and forms of riotous behavior. These incidents can cause safety and security issues as well as significant operational disruption and costs for airlines, the report said.

In the United States, failing to follow crew instructions or engaging in disruptive or violent behavior can also lead to fines. The Federal Aviation Administration can propose fines of up to $37,000 per violation and possible jail time. More serious cases are referred to the F.B.I.

Unruly passenger behavior surged in the United States during the pandemic, stemming largely from passengers' refusal to wear masks. A 2021 national survey conducted by the Association of Flight Attendants union revealed that nearly all flight attendants had dealt with unruly passengers that year, and one in five had been attacked.

That year, the F.A.A. started pursuing legal action instead of just issuing warning letters to passengers who assault, threaten, intimidate or interfere with airline crew members. Last year, the agency reported just over 2,000 incidents, about the same number as in 2023, and a sharp fall from 2021, when nearly 6,000 incidents were reported.

Sara Nelson, the president of the Association of Flight Attendants-CWA, a union representing more than 55,000 flight attendants, said that if passengers refuse to sit down while the plane is moving on the runway, the pilots may stop the aircraft until the passengers comply.

Steve Burman, who was a flight attendant for American Airlines for more than 30 years, said there were always passengers who were "jump-up happy," who thought the rules did not apply to them.

Once a man opened the overhead compartment too soon, and a large bag fell on a woman's head, he said. "I can't tell you how many times on a domestic flight, 10, 15, 20, 30 people would get up before we were parked at the gate," he said.

He said he thought the new policy in Turkey was a great idea, in theory. But in practice, "it's just not enforceable," he said. "I wish them luck," he said. When passengers chose to ignore rules and regulations -- including once when a passenger deliberately elbowed him in the nose -- he would write disruptive passenger reports, and nothing would happen. "Did anyone show up at the gate to do anything about it? No," he said.
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U.S. Will Receive 'Golden Share' in Steel Deal

The federal government will also have say over U.S. board members in a tie-up between Japan's Nippon Steel and U.S. Steel, according to a lawmaker.

U.S. Steel's Edgar Thomson Steel Works in Braddock, Pa., in 2023. Under a new proposed deal between U.S. Steel and Nippon Steel, the U.S. government would get a so-called "golden share," giving it a say in the selection of U.S. board members. Justin Merriman for The New York Times



By Lauren Hirsch and Tony Romm



May 27, 2025 at 07:07 PM

The U.S. government is planning to participate in the planned "partnership" between U.S. Steel and its Japanese rival Nippon Steel, Senator Dave McCormick, a Republican from Pennsylvania, said on CNBC on Tuesday.

Mr. McCormick said that as part of a national security agreement that the companies will sign with the Trump administration, the federal government will get a so-called "golden share" in the deal. As a result, the administration will have a say in who is appointed to the company's board from the United States.

On Friday, President Trump said that he was favoring a $14 billion "investment" by the Japanese giant in U.S. Steel, without disclosing any ownership details. The president had previously said he opposed Nippon Steel's outright acquisition of the American manufacturer. U.S. Steel is headquartered in Pennsylvania, a politically important state that voted for Mr. Trump in 2024.

Mr. McCormick did not expand upon how the arrangement might work and the companies have not disclosed any details of the investment.

Golden shares typically refer to special stakes the government takes in companies that are ailing or in particular need of government attention, like General Motors during the 2008 financial crisis. The United States doesn't typically take shares in publicly traded companies. When it does, it's usually because it has provided some type of financial assistance, like a bailout, and wants to protect taxpayer money.

The arrangement sparked immediate concern.

"It makes no sense for the United States to take a stake in it," Douglas Holtz-Eakin, the president of the American Action Forum, said in an interview. The conservative group criticized the Biden administration for raising national security objections to Nippon's takeover, arguing that it posed no risk to the United States.

Mr. Holtz-Eakin said it was unclear what, exactly, the president envisions with the golden share.

"What does it do for U.S. Steel? Nothing," he said. "It's got another manager that doesn't have a sort of business interest in it, and a completely different set of priorities on national security and other things."

Nippon had been trying to acquire U.S. Steel, which has faced financial difficulty for years, for $14 billion. But former President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., blocked the deal on national security grounds, citing concerns about a U.S. industrial giant being acquired by a Japanese company.

It was a rare moment of bipartisan agreement, with Mr. Trump also saying on the campaign trail that he would not allow U.S. Steel to be owned by a foreign company.

On Sunday, Mr. Trump insisted the arrangement he said he brokered would keep the company American-owned.

"It will be controlled by the United States, otherwise I wouldn't make the deal," Mr. Trump said. "It's an investment and it's a partial ownership, but it will be controlled by the U.S.A."

Mr. McCormick, who said he had met with "several colleagues" alongside Mr. Trump the day before the Friday announcement, called the ownership structure "somewhat unique." The resulting "partnership" will have a U.S. chief executive and a majority U.S. board, he said.

"This structure allows us to get the investment to get the next generation technology from Nippon, which is a world leader, but also protect our U.S. national security interest," Mr. McCormick said.

Representatives for U.S. Steel and Nippon Steel did not immediately respond to a request for comment. The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

David McCall, the president of the United Steelworkers union, which had vehemently opposed a sale of U.S. Steel to Nippon, said in a statement that the union "can't speculate about the government's reported 'golden share,' or anything about the announced 'partnership' without more information."

He added that "U.S. Steel is a critical producer in a critical domestic industry, and our concerns about Nippon, a foreign corporation with a long track record of violating U.S. trade laws, remain undiminished."
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Fed 'Well Positioned' to Wait on Rate Cuts Even as Economic Risks Rise, Minutes Show

Officials at the Federal Reserve have adopted a wait-and-see approach to policy moves amid extreme uncertainty about the economic outlook.

Jerome H. Powell, the Federal Reserve chair. A record of the central bank's May 6-7 meeting, released Wednesday, highlighted the overwhelming support among officials to hold off on cutting rates  Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Colby Smith



May 28, 2025 at 07:35 PM

Ahead of the Federal Reserve's meeting this month, investors were still holding out hope that the central bank would soon restart the interest rate cuts that it put on pause in January. But minutes from that gathering underscore how wedded officials were to their wait-and-see approach amid extreme uncertainty about the economic outlook.

A record of the Fed's May 6-7 meeting, released on Wednesday, highlighted the overwhelming support among officials to hold off on cutting rates until they had more clarity about President Trump's policies and how the economy was responding to whipsawing tariffs, tax cuts, immigration restrictions and other cornerstones of his administration's agenda.

"Participants agreed that with economic growth and the labor market still solid and current monetary policy moderately restrictive, the Committee was well positioned to wait for more clarity on the outlooks for inflation and economic activity," the minutes said.

Uncertainty about the outlook had become "unusually elevated," officials said, "making it appropriate to take a cautious approach until the net economic effects of the array of changes to government policies become clearer."

The meeting took place just before some of the most aggressive tariffs against China were temporarily rolled back, a move that helped to ease fears that Americans would soon face shortages and that the economy was headed for a much more substantial downturn. Even as Mr. Trump has announced trade agreements with some countries, he has ratcheted up tensions with others, including threatening 50 percent tariffs on imports from the European Union last week before delaying them days later.

Officials concluded at the May meeting that the tariff increases at that point had been "significantly larger and broader than they had anticipated," the minutes said.

Mr. Trump's tariffs, many of which are still in place on all of the country's major trading partners, are broadly expected to slow growth while raising inflation. That is a tricky combination that risks the Fed's having to make a difficult call about whether it should focus on taming price pressures or protecting the labor market. Further complicating the outlook, U.S. government bond markets have seized up in recent weeks as Republicans try to push through a bill that would significantly raise the deficit by slashing taxes without significantly cutting spending.

The minutes indicated that officials discussed the possibility of "difficult trade-offs if inflation proves to be more persistent while the outlooks for growth and employment weaken." The risk of that outcome had risen, according to the account of the discussion.

The Fed's staff at the time warned that a recession was "almost as likely" as its forecast for subdued growth and higher unemployment. They also raised their forecast for inflation from previous estimates in March. Tariffs, they said, were expected to boost inflation "markedly this year" and continue to bid up price pressures in 2026 before inflation trended back to the 2 percent target by 2027. That combination carries the whiff of stagflation.

The Fed is not facing any economic trade-off just yet, bolstering officials' confidence that they can afford to be patient about rate cuts. At the May meeting, Jerome H. Powell, the Fed chair, went so far as to say there was "no cost" to the central bank's waiting to make a move.

Layoffs are still low, as businesses have opted against making big decisions about their work forces and longer-term investments given the constant flux of policy positions originating from the White House.

Some companies, like Walmart, have warned that they may soon be forced to pass along tariff-related price increases to customers. If Americans -- already under strain after years of high inflation -- cut back on spending, that would deal a blow to businesses. The fear is that companies would then be forced to slash jobs in order to reduce costs.

A drop in demand may end up limiting the extent to which tariff-related price increases morph into a persistent inflation problem. But Fed officials, scarred from misdiagnosing the post-pandemic inflation surge, do not want to again underestimate the potential for it to flare up again.

Some officials expressed concern that expectations about inflation over a longer time horizon could begin to "drift upward, which could put additional upward pressure on inflation," the minutes said.

Given this fear, the Fed has set a high bar for rate cuts: clear evidence that the economy is weakening.

Traders in federal funds futures markets now see at least one quarter-point cut this year. Around the May meeting, they had thought the Fed would move three times.
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Texas Requires Apple and Google to Verify Ages for App Downloads

The state's governor signed a new law that will give parents more control over the apps that minors download, part of a raft of new legislation.

Texas is the largest of 20 states that have weighed similar child safety laws for smartphones.  Matt Cardy/Getty Images



By Tripp Mickle



May 27, 2025 at 09:39 PM

The governor of Texas signed a bill on Tuesday requiring Apple and Google to verify the age of app store users, placing new burdens on the tech giants in a bid to give parents more control over the apps their children download.

Texas is the largest of 20 states that have weighed similar child safety laws for smartphones. Utah became the first state to sign a bill, in March. California and Illinois are considering similar rules.

The states have stepped in on an issue that has struggled to get traction in Washington. But this month, members of Congress reintroduced the Kids Online Safety Act, which has broad bipartisan support and requires social media companies to curb harmful content that promotes suicide, eating disorders and bullying, and grants parents greater safety controls.

State age-verification laws have pitted tech giants like Apple and Meta against one another over who should be responsible for restricting children's access to apps. Apple has argued that collecting age information would intrude on users' privacy and has favored its being done by individual apps. But social media companies such as Meta, Snap and X have pressed for Apple and Google, which manage smartphone operating systems, to become one-stop shops where parents verify their children's age and approve downloads.

Regulating smartphone apps has gathered momentum in statehouses after last year's publication of the book "The Anxious Generation," by Jonathan Haidt, a New York University business school professor who chalks up many of the challenges that teenagers face today to the rise of smartphones. Mr. Haidt has been supportive of the legislative push.

"It is absolutely vital that we develop age verification methods for life online," Mr. Haidt said. "Parts of the internet are absolutely inappropriate for children, and Texas is pushing the companies that profit from kids to protect kids."

Andrew Mahaleris, a press secretary in the Texas governor's office, said Gov. Greg Abbott had signed the bill because "safety and online privacy for Texas children remains a priority." He added, "Texas will empower parents to have more control over the online content their children can access."

The social media companies Meta, X and Snap applauded the bill, calling it an "important step" and urging Congress to pass similar legislation.

Though Apple supports the goal of protecting children online, a spokesman, Peter Ajemian, said the company worried that Texas' new law "threatens the privacy of all users, as it requires app marketplaces to collect and keep sensitive personal identifying information for every Texan who wants to download an app, even if it's an app that simply provides weather updates or sports scores."

A Google spokeswoman said the company was assessing its next steps. Before the bill was signed, the company's policy team told CBS in Austin that it was "one of the most extreme age verification regimes that we've seen."

Cecilia Kang contributed reporting.
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Meta's Fate Now Rests With a Judge

A landmark antitrust trial accusing the social media giant of cementing its dominance through acquiring Instagram and WhatsApp has concluded.

Judge James E. Boasberg said he would work "expeditiously" to issue a ruling in Federal Trade Commission v. Meta Platforms after the trial ended on Tuesday.  Erin Schaff/The New York Times



By Cecilia Kang
Reporting from the E. Barrett Prettyman Federal Courthouse in Washington


May 27, 2025 at 08:49 PM

A trial representing the most consequential challenge to Meta's power online concluded on Tuesday, putting the future of the social networking giant into the hands of a federal judge.

The case -- Federal Trade Commission v. Meta Platforms -- wrapped up after six weeks of testimony from 38 witnesses at the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia. They included Meta's chief executive, Mark Zuckerberg, who was grilled by government lawyers accusing him of acquiring Instagram and WhatsApp in a "buy or bury" strategy to cement his company's social networking monopoly.

Meta defended itself by saying that it faces plenty of competition from rivals, including TikTok and YouTube, and that it benefited the nascent apps with bountiful resources.

Now, both sides will have the chance to file follow-up briefings this summer. Judge James E. Boasberg, who is presiding over the case, said he would work "expeditiously" to issue an opinion on whether Meta broke the law. He is not expected to hold closing arguments.

Judge Boasberg will consider the government's accusation that Meta, which was known as Facebook at the time, overpaid when it bought Instagram in 2012 for $1 billion and WhatsApp in 2014 for $19 billion to kill off its competitors. The government has argued that Meta violated Section 2 of the 135-year-old Sherman Antitrust Act, a federal law that prohibits the monopolization of an industry through anticompetitive practices.

The judge's decision has the potential to reshape Meta's powerful social networking business, which has helped define the social media landscape since Mr. Zuckerberg co-founded Facebook in his Harvard dorm room in 2004. The F.T.C. has pre-emptively asked the judge to force Meta to divest Instagram and WhatsApp, and if successful that request could fundamentally alter the power dynamics in Silicon Valley.

The centerpiece of the government's case was a trove of more than 400 internal documents in which Mr. Zuckerberg and other executives discussed their anxiety over competition from Instagram and WhatsApp and their reasoning for buying them.

Judge Boasberg has said the key question he must answer is how to define social media networking, which has changed rapidly over the past decade as platforms have branched out into entertainment, gaming and commerce.

The F.T.C. has tried to define the market narrowly, saying Meta competes only with other apps that connect friends and family, mainly Snap's Snapchat. Meta contends that users primarily visit Facebook and Instagram to scroll short-form videos for entertainment, making TikTok, YouTube and others rivals.

"This case presents a very important legal principle, which is that a firm that is a monopolist cannot acquire its most threatening competitors," a senior F.T.C. official said in a press call last week. "Antitrust law requires competition on the merits, even in digital markets, and it's competition on the merits that drives innovation and ultimately helps consumers."

A Meta spokesman said in a statement that "the only thing the F.T.C. showed was the dynamic, hypercompetitive nature of the past, present and future of the technology industry."

Judge Boasberg's decision could have profound implications for the business world. If the F.T.C. prevails, it will send a message to businesses that they will face more scrutiny from regulators when acquiring start-ups.

"That could have a chilling effect on large players trying to acquire new talent or companies," said Jennifer Huddleston, a senior fellow at the Cato Institute, a think tank.

Legal experts say the F.T.C.'s case will be hard to win because it seeks to unwind mergers from years ago, which regulators approved at the time. Meta called only eight witnesses over four days to bat down the government's charges.

"Meta must feel confident in their arguments," said Sruthi Thatchenkery, assistant professor of strategy at Vanderbilt University's Owen Graduate School of Management. "It's also very hard to unwind a merger."

The case, filed five years ago, is part of a yearslong effort by government officials to rein in dominant technology companies. The Department of Justice has won two antitrust cases against Google and has sued Apple on claims that it illegally quashed competition in its app store. In addition, the F.T.C. is suing Amazon, accusing it of harming competition by giving its own products and services preference over third-party sellers on its platform.
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Japan Welcomes a New Sumo Champ. Surprise: He's Japanese.

Onosato Daiki became the first Japanese man in eight years to be named a yokozuna, or grand champion, the highest title in the sport.

Onosato, center, celebrated his promotion to yokozuna on Wednesday. Kyodo, via Reuters



By Victor Mather



May 28, 2025 at 03:05 PM

Sumo is Japan's national sport, steeped in hundreds of years of history and tradition. But Japanese wrestlers no longer dominate sumo.

So there was a sigh of relief in local sumo circles when Onosato Daiki of Japan was named on Wednesday as yokozuna, or grand champion, the highest title in the sport. He is the first Japanese yokozuna in eight years and only the second in 27 years, at least temporarily breaking Mongolian dominance of the elite levels of the sport.

Yokozuna are selected by a council of elders after great achievement in the ring. There have been 75 since the 1600s, although the process was only formalized in the early 20th century. Once named a yokozuna, a wrestler can never be demoted.

Traditionally, winning two consecutive top-division tournaments is enough to earn the yokozuna title; Onosato, as he is known, earned such titles in March in Osaka and on Sunday in Tokyo. He achieved the title after just 13 top-level tournaments, the quickest ascension since the current system came into effect in the 1950s.

"This is a very much unknown territory for me," Onosato said at a news conference, as translated by Japan Today. "I want to maintain my style, be Onosato, and I will work hard to become a unique and unparalleled yokozuna."

There is currently one other yokozuna, Hoshoryu, a Mongolian who earned that title in January in Tokyo. In the May tournament where Onosato won his second consecutive top-division title, Hoshoryu was second, with a 12-3 record to Onosato's 14-1.

The rivalry will continue in Nagoya in July. That will be more than a battle between two sumo wrestlers at the top of the game. For many fans, it will be a referendum on sumo in Japan.

The two dominant sumo wrestlers, Onosato, right, and Hoshoryu, facing off on Sunday in Tokyo. Etsuo Hara/Getty


Sumo's traditional scenes, rituals and action set it apart from other high-profile professional sports around the world. The athletes are enormous; Onosato is 420 pounds, and even his trim rivals are over 300. 

Rituals before the match, like bowing, foot-stomping and the tossing of salt, last far longer than the match itself, which is over in seconds, as soon as one of the big men is pushed out of the ring or drops to the ground. Athletes wrestle just once a day in the two-week major tournaments, which are held six times a year.

Sumo was an all-Japanese affair for centuries. Finally in 1993, Akebono, from Hawaii, became the first non-Japanese yokozuna. A few years later, another yokozuna from outside Japan, Asashoryu of Mongolia in 2003, ruffled some feathers for behavior that some felt defied sumo tradition, like celebrating excessively.

Asashoryu ushered in a period of Mongolian dominance. At times it seemed as if Japanese wrestlers would never again reach the pinnacle of the sport.

While sumo has gained some popularity around the world -- events with second-tier wrestlers have been held in the United States -- it remains closely linked to Japanese tradition and culture. Japan is still where all the best sumo takes place, and the top wrestlers aspire to succeed there.

But the rising popularity of other sports, notably soccer, with young people in Japan has given sumo a reputation for being old-fashioned.

The previous drought for Japanese yokozuna was even longer -- 19 years -- until Kisenosato earned the title in 2017. Kisenosato never became dominant, however, winning just two top-level tournaments in his career.

Onosato will try to do better. His rise has been predicted for years, and at age 24 he has already won four top tournaments. That could bring the weight of expectations, however: Some have already labeled him the savior of Japanese sumo.
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The Monster-Slaying Game You Can Play Almost Anywhere

For decades, tech enthusiasts have made the 1993 video game Doom playable on screens of all sizes, including treadmills, calculators and pregnancy tests. (Even this article.)

Video: 



By Mac Schwerin
Videos by Ciril Jazbec



May 21, 2025 at 04:00 PM

You're a space marine. The mission is to shoot your way through a monster invasion unfolding on the moons of Mars. And the monsters? They come from hell.

When Id Software -- six mostly 20-somethings at the time -- pitched this gleefully unhinged premise to prospective recruits in 1993, millions answered the call. The technically masterful, thrillingly glib video game that Id released online crashed Carnegie Mellon University's network within hours because so many students were playing. Two years later, actual Marines were using a version of it for training exercises, and it had purportedly been downloaded onto more computers than Windows 95, the newest PC operating system. The game was called Doom.

Sequels, prequels and offshoots inevitably followed, including this month's Doom: The Dark Ages, with each new title bringing more resources to the pursuit of mass exorcism.

But Doom's most entertaining developments happen in the shadow of the franchise, where fans resurrect the original game over and over again on progressively stranger pieces of hardware: a Mazda Miata, a NordicTrack treadmill, a French pharmacy sign.

These esoteric achievements quickly became a meme. Now they look more like a legacy.

Doom defined the first-person shooter genre, put computer games on the map and helped ignite a graphics war. But what many hard-core tech hobbyists want to know is whether you can play it on a pregnancy test.

The answer: positively yes. And for the first time, even New York Times readers can play Doom within The Times's site. (Start by hitting the button below. The game is rated Mature for both violence and blood and gore.)


Id had programmed Doom to be easily modifiable by players. Four years after its debut, the company took the radical step of releasing the game's source code to the public for noncommercial use; an international community of fans suddenly had access to the guts of the game, and could retrofit it to all kinds of hardware. "It was not only a gracious move but an ideological one -- a leftist gesture that empowered the people and, in turn, loosened the grip of corporations," David Kushner wrote in his book "Masters of Doom."

Coders called it the hacker ethic, and it also led to moments of inspired cross-cultural exchange. Doom has appeared on Dutch payment terminals and Australian ticket readers. Someone tracked down and refurbished a laptop from a "Friends" episode in which the character Chandler Bing refers to Doom, and then put Doom on it.

Some fans simply cannot resist the pull of a Doom port -- industry lingo for transferring software from one platform to another. Their ambition is not necessarily to play the game on these devices; it is more in line with the beckoning of Everest, or the draw of a Guinness World Record.

Even the idea of Doom was itself a kind of port, a way to bring the speed and action of arcade games to a machine made for text documents and spreadsheets. A jaunty metal soundtrack, punctured only by the howls of the undead, drives players forward through industrial settings while they dispatch imps, zombies and Hell Knights.

Video: 


"Everything in Doom pushes you toward strafing and sprinting, constant movement," said Dan Pinchbeck, the creative director of the acclaimed games Dear Esther and Everybody's Gone to the Rapture. He compared the inexhaustible pleasure of Doom's pace to entering a flow state, or performing ballet (with a double-barreled shotgun).

"The genius of it was saying, 'What if we get rid of anything which slows this experience down and we just put our foot to the floor and drive this thing as fast as we can?'"

None of this happened by accident, of course. Ports were not incidental to Doom's development. They were a core consideration.

"Doom was developed in a really unique way that lent a high degree of portability to its code base," said John Romero, who programmed the game with John Carmack. (In our interview, he then reminisced about operating systems for the next 14 minutes.)

Id had developed Wolfenstein 3D, the Nazi-killing predecessor to Doom, on PCs. To build Doom, Carmack and Romero used NeXT, the hardware and software company founded by Steve Jobs after his ouster from Apple in 1985.

NeXT computers were powerful, selling for about $25,000 apiece in today's dollars. And any game designed on that system would require porting to the more humdrum PCs encountered by consumers at computer labs or office jobs.

Video: 


This turned out to be advantageous because Carmack had a special aptitude for ports. All of Id's founders met as colleagues at Softdisk, which had hired Carmack because of his ability to spin off multiple versions of a single game.

The group decided to strike out on its own after Carmack created a near-perfect replica of the first level of Super Mario Bros. 3 -- Nintendo's best-selling platformer -- on a PC. It was a wonder of software engineering that compensated for limited processing power with clever workarounds.

"This is the thing that everyone has," Romero said of PCs. "The fact that we could figure out how to make it become a game console was world changing."

Younger gamers, born into a world already consumed by software, may find Doom's subversiveness appealing even when they lack nostalgia for its original context.

In January, a high school junior named Allen Ding stumbled across a version of Tetris that someone had built to run as a PDF. Although he did not have much history with the Doom franchise, most of which preceded his birth, Ding's thoughts immediately ran there. So did a swarm of online commenters.

"There was kind of a large demand to see if it was possible," Ding said. It took him about 10 hours to make it. (Around the same time, the creator of the Tetris port also developed his own version of Doom in a PDF. The culture of Doom ports is littered with latter-day Newtons and Leibnizes.)

Ding posted his accomplishment to a Reddit community where more than 100,000 "slayers" applaud gratuitous new ports. "It runs poorly and plays even worse," Ian Walker, a journalist, wrote about Ding's feat. "But it's a marvel to see in action."

The science fiction writer William Gibson once wrote that burgeoning technologies require outlaw zones: unmonitored spaces where risk-takers can follow their interests and theories to the fullest extent. So when those on the nascent Id team "ported" their work computers, via the trunks of their cars, to a shared house on weekends to hotwire their new venture in secret, you could argue they were doing it on behalf of gamers everywhere. And they practiced what they preached.

When Carmack's boss at Softdisk learned that his star employee had cracked the code to sidescrolling on a PC -- the innovative feature that underpinned Super Mario Bros. and other console titles -- he encouraged Carmack, then 19, to patent it. Carmack threatened to quit instead. Patents could be obstructive, snuffing out creativity before it had a chance to flower. Ports, on the other hand, were cross-pollinating. Ports were liberating.

Ports also provided opportunities to learn. Carmack has said that while he fulfilled a contract to bring Wolfenstein 3D to the Super Nintendo, he discovered a method that drastically lowered the computational burden of rendering the graphics onscreen.

Video: 


The team immediately applied it to Romero's groundbreaking level design in Doom, which was already in development. Sloping floors, cavernous rooms and the illusion of verticality could funnel players through finely plotted spaces at speed, assuming that the game's engine kept up. Like the rigidity of a sonnet, hardware limitations inspired creative solutions.

"We were looking for speed on another platform," Romero said. "This was the way to do it."

Everything was downstream of speed. Faster rendering meant more sophisticated lighting and more gruesome carnage. It meant more intricate environments and more adrenalized gameplay. And it enabled a distribution model that made the Doom file ubiquitous on desktops from Little Rock to Ljubljana.

The first episode of the game was released by Id as a free digital download, with a phone number to call if you wanted to buy the rest. Less than 10 percent of users paid for the full game, but millions engaged with a large enough piece of it to propel Doom's popularity without a single dollar spent on marketing.

"The Doom shareware version was everywhere in Slovenia, just like everywhere else around the world," said Marko Stamcar, the head of laboratory at the Computer History Museum Slovenia in Ljubljana, the country's capital.

While Stamcar is not an active Doom porter, he thought the phenomenon illustrated the pervasiveness of computers in cars and appliances, in health-care devices and industrial tools. Doom's meme status has spurred deeper discussions about the penetration of tech into our everyday lives. It is a useful proxy for issues that resonate beyond gaming; the will to Doom abuts longstanding principles like the right to repair.

"It's like an itch," Stamcar said. "Why can't I own my own hardware?" In other words, why can't I sit in the John Deere tractor I paid for and use its digital interface to chain-gun some imps?

In a world of constant tech encroachment, Doom is often hoisted as a flag of resistance. Optimize exercise? Eat my lead. Enhance productivity? Let it burn. The game's anti-corporate ethos and punk aesthetic give it a level of credibility rarely accorded to the medium. Pinchbeck compared Doom to the metal scene, which its creators idolized. They shared a core tenet: "Don't accept rules at face value."

Romero founded a series of game studios after leaving Id in 1996 and is working on a new first-person shooter, the genre he and Carmack practically invented. He has no illusions about how it may stack up.

"I absolutely accept that Doom is the best game I'll ever make that has that kind of a reach," he said. "At some point you make the best thing."

Thirty years on, people are still making it.

Produced by Jon Huang.
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'The Rehearsal' Argues That Cringe Comedy Can Save Lives

Times critics discuss the second season of Nathan Fielder's docu-comic series, which proposed a link between plane crashes and social discomfort and used cloned dogs, giant puppets and more to explore it.

Video: 



By James Poniewozik and Alissa Wilkinson



May 26, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The second season of "The Rehearsal," Nathan Fielder's ambitious exercise in comic social experimentation, ended on Sunday on HBO. It focused on one topic -- air safety -- but did so with an astounding array of props and stunts, including replica airport terminals, cloned dogs, a fake singing contest and enormous, breastfeeding puppets. James Poniewozik, chief TV critic for The Times, and Alissa Wilkinson, a Times movie critic, discussed all of the above and more.

Spoilers and some simulations of Fielder's simulations follow.

HOW TO IMPROVE COMMUNICATION 
To help airline first officers navigate challenging interactions with co-pilots -- and potentially save lives -- a simulation recreates a typical day on the job.

Steps: Build full-scale replica of airport terminal (fig. 1). Hire actors to portray actual crew members likely to interact with first officer (fig. 2).

Simulate real-life cockpit scenarios with actors (fig. 3). Optional: Amplify tension by casting significant other as captain (fig.4).

Simulation may reveal deeper emotional and relational challenges.


JAMES PONIEWOZIK Alissa, the last time we convened to discuss a Nathan Fielder project, "The Curse," it ended with his jaw-dropping ascent into the air. Today we're talking Season 2 of "The Rehearsal" and I will not bury the lead: Our boy flew a damn passenger jet.

I will say that the ending, which reveals that Fielder has been moonlighting as a commercial jet pilot, caught me by surprise (though not eagle-eyed Redditors, who noted weeks ago that Fielder had obtained a commercial pilot's license). It also assuaged my worries that this audacious premise would fizzle out. The previews for this season suggested that it might build to Fielder bringing his ideas before a congressional subcommittee. Instead, that scene proved be a rehearsal, and the host only managed an awkward meeting with one actual representative, Steve Cohen of Tennessee.

Turned out there was nowhere to go from there but up. I don't know if the final flight of "The Rehearsal" proved the thesis -- essentially, that cringe comedy can save lives. But just as Season 1 was a striking exploration of how to live with doubt and regret, Season 2's high-concept stunts, and its combination of social commentary and personal (quasi) revelation, suggest that what might have been a one-off is in fact a spectacularly repeatable format.

How well did it work for you? Please be Blunt. I'm Allears.

ALISSA WILKINSON Co-pilot Blunt here, clocking in for duty. Or whatever pilots say.

That finale was wild. Something I deeply love about this series is my inability, at almost any moment, to know whether something I am watching is "real" or not. The congressional hearing, as you noted, is a rehearsal, but by the time we got to that point in that episode I would have believed almost anything. I actually had to Google whether Fielder had in fact worked on "Canadian Idol." (He did.)

But what is reality, anyhow, am I right? [Stares into the middle distance for a moment.] I mean, who is Nathan Fielder? The version of him on the show is not the "real" guy, sure -- he's playing a version of himself -- which means those revelations aren't necessarily "real" either. On the other hand, everyone appearing in nonfiction footage is, on some level, performing as a character. Chesley "Sully" Sullenberger, narrating his own story in his memoir, the basis of the third episode, is constructing a character. Those people who tell Fielder they don't have any feelings about their partner canoodling with another actor: They're playing a character. The people auditioning for "Wings of Voice," the show's fake singing competition, are definitely playing characters. Everyone is performing as a character, full stop.

As a result of all the existential dithering built into the concept of the show, I didn't know until the end that Fielder had really flown the jet -- maybe this, too, was an elaborate setup. The bottomless pile of HBO money that he kept touting throughout the preceding episodes made me really wonder. (I'm still about 2 percent uncertain.) But at least as far as the season is concerned, he really, uh, landed the plane.

Until the finale, I wasn't quite as certain that this season was as coherent as the previous one. I think that last episode managed to pull it all together with dizzying deftness. But I'm curious: What do you think it all means?


PONIEWOZIK Whether XYZ "really happened" in "The Rehearsal" is something I can't know, nor do I especially care -- any more than I do in a "based on a true story" series like "Baby Reindeer."

But the season was about something very real -- deadly air disasters and the human dynamics that might contribute to them. I don't know how aviation experts would judge Fielder's diagnoses or his methods. (Though he notes that training to fly a passenger jet involves "the ultimate rehearsal," in an enormous, Fielderian simulator.) But I could not avoid thinking of the show when I read an analysis of January's fatal midair collision in Washington, D.C., which looked at -- among other factors -- the communication between the helicopter pilot and co-pilot.

I'm not actually sure that the climactic voyage, though gobsmacking, did more to prove Fielder's real-world point than the season had already. That's fine; I do not need Nathan Fielder to end air-travel fatalities in six episodes of TV. What the season did argue, in its strange, hilarious way, was that the human desire to avoid discomfort is narcotically powerful, even dangerous.

HOW TO DELIVER BAD NEWS
To help first officers learn to act assertively in the cockpit, a simulation allows them to practice giving difficult feedback.

Steps: Stage a singing competition with pilots as judges (fig. 1). Force them to crush performers' dreams of stardom (fig. 2).

Ask rejected contestants (fig. 3) to evaluate co-pilots and identify the most empathetic judge (fig. 4).

Simulation may generate complex feelings about past professional experiences ... and bad press.


This focus on avoidance is where the personal story line -- and boy, we need to get into this -- connects, I think. The final episodes take a turn, as Fielder (all together: or at least his character!) faces the suggestion that he might be neurodivergent. (He notes that "The Rehearsal" has resonated with people on the spectrum, and he has said he's researched Asperger's syndrome as part of his work.) In the end, he chooses not to pursue an answer, continues flying and concludes that if you're in the cockpit, "you must be fine."

It's an old move of Fielder's going back to "Nathan for You," to portray his character as having blind spots as much as his subjects do. But I don't think he's ever done it quite so poignantly. After undertaking a yearslong project on the lure of denial, he still can't listen to his internal co-pilot.

WILKINSON From the very start of the show, I found myself thinking it was sort of a dramatization, or maybe unpacking, of two mental experiences that can be unsettling. One is dissociation, the feeling that everything around you is unreal, and you're disconnected from it. The other is Asperger's, which for some can manifest as the feeling of always observing the world rather than being part of it.

The "rehearsal" impulse seems like a literalist way to cope with those sensations: replaying and trying out social situations in the hopes of navigating them properly. But it has also felt like a way for Fielder -- or his character, anyhow -- to actually have "normal" experiences that seem mysterious and out of reach. The funniest part of the finale for me is when he notes that his flight instructors say he was the worst student they'd ever had, and that they made him log many more hours in the cockpit than usual before he was allowed to get in the air. Even here, he has to practice and practice and practice.

Once he's in the air, though, he is at peace. He's literally up above it all, looking down and observing. Obviously you and I both were thinking about "The Curse" here, but that's got to be on purpose, right? There's an element in both shows of grasping so tightly to social experience down on earth and then, up in the air, finding a kind of serenity, a place where the confusing social demands that Fielder experiences evaporate for a while.

That's why the very ending, with Fielder refusing to answer his doctor's phone call and instead watching the singer from his fake reality show belting out Evanescence's "Bring Me to Life," the song from Sullenberger's memoir, was really quite poignant. The arc of this season has Fielder being "reborn" as a weird little baby and trying to live someone else's life to get inside his head, then exploring romance and trying to discern why people do what they do in love. He is kind of doing an interpretive dance to the lyrics of the Evanescence hit ("Breathe into me and make me real / Bring me to life"), in the form of a very expensive TV extravaganza.

To borrow from an internet meme: Men will literally learn to pilot a jet and make an HBO show rather than go to therapy?


PONIEWOZIK What do people ask when there's an airplane disaster? "Did they find the black box?" The flight recorder -- it is actually orange -- is the impregnable device designed to survive a crash. Crack it open, reveal its secrets, and you might understand what happened and why. This terrible thing might at least make sense.

To Fielder's "Rehearsal" persona, all human behavior is a black box. This challenges him, in personal interactions, in performing magic, even in acting on "The Curse." But it also, maybe, advantages him. If every human interaction has to be unpacked, decoded, replicated to be understood, perhaps you can notice dynamics that others might overlook.

One thing the second season has in common with the first is the question, as I wrote in my Season 1 review: "Is it ever possible to truly understand another person?" This is the project of Episode 3, maybe the most magnificently batty and hilarious thing I will see on TV all year, in which Fielder speed-runs Sullenberger's life. Recall that in Season 1, he time-lapsed the raising of a child; here, he one-ups himself by becoming the child. I don't think any of us will forget seeing a shaven Fielder gulp milk gushing from the breast of a "mother" puppet the size of a "Game of Thrones" giant.

But there's more to the episode than shock comedy. It's an attempt to understand the most intangible experiences: maternal love, romantic lust and the love of music, which, after all, is no more than waves on the air. Seeing baby Nathan's colossal mother lumber into his nursery felt like getting a glimpse of the Punch-and-Judy show of human life as seen through his eyes. This perspective may make him an outsider, but it might also be what makes him such an effective puppeteer.

HOW TO BECOME A HERO
To help pilots learn to remain calm and decisive while under extreme pressure, a simulation recreates the life of Capt. Chesley Sullenberger.

Steps: Familiarize yourself with Sullenberger, who is famous for landing a damaged airplane safely in the Hudson River in 2009 (fig. 1). Read his memoir, which suggested his heroism was rooted in his upbringing (fig. 2).

Simulate Sullenberger's life, beginning with infancy (fig. 3). Replicate key influences in every phase in order to understand his psychological development (fig. 4).

Simulation will be physically grueling and ultimately useless.


WILKINSON This reminds me, immodestly, of what I wrote about the show after the first season's finale aired. I think it's the rare TV show that consciously tries to make viewers aware of and uncomfortable with their own positioning as audience members, in a way that often is reserved for weird experimental documentaries. We're used to objectifying characters onscreen, to assuming we know who they are and how they tick from a few lines of expository dialogue and character-creating details, something the first season actively, textually confronts. "Our reactions" to the show, I wrote, "whatever they are, can be an excellent reminder that we know much less about others than we think we do."

I'm struck by how much that's a theme in this second season, too. The raw vulnerability of the auditions for "Wings of Voice," the censorship saga with Paramount+, the creepy multiroom set in which we can watch five (fake) couples get it on and contemplate what actors do, the eruption of squicked-out reactions after baby Nathan breastfeeds -- they're all designed to make viewers aware of being participants in the whole entertainment thing. That makes us notice our feelings. Which seems like something Fielder isn't all that comfortable with, and thus what he's most interested in.

Empathy is probably best defined as the ability to understand and share the feelings of another. Actors tend to understand it well, precisely because they inhabit that black box through rehearsal. But it's hard to empathize with an object you've reduced to inputs and outputs. It seems like Fielder (or, well, "Fielder") is probing that here.


PONIEWOZIK "The Rehearsal" inspires a lot of big thoughts, Alissa, but we shouldn't overlook how remarkable it is as a production. There was so much stuff packed into one six-episode season! I mean, the Sully episode itself also had Fielder curating the life experiences of a cloned dog so that it would have the same personality as its forebear. There was a reality show! A replica airport! And, I reiterate, he flew a whole jet plane!

To what end? I think a lot about A.I. these days. Who doesn't, right? And A.I. models -- apologies to actual tech experts for this thumbnail description -- operate on the principle that if you throw enough resources at enough data, you can create a simulacrum of anything, even, ultimately, the mind.

What is "The Rehearsal" if not man-made artificial intelligence? It is a D.I.Y., analog effort to do what A.I. does, to run through simulations and permutations to achieve a workable approximation of reality. It is a monumental act of faith that one person -- at least, one with a writing and production staff and HBO's budget -- can do the math on all the variables of the cosmos. It's Borgesian, all these 1:1 scale maps of human experience, this belief that one dedicated, obsessed person can master all the butterfly-wing currents of circumstance.

Nathan Fielder may be a very weird person. But in this respect, "The Rehearsal" might be the most human show on TV.

WILKINSON You're so right -- I mean, Fielder stealth-promoted the show by actually bartending for a bit at the real Alligator Lounge in Brooklyn (which, before this show, was best known as the place that gives you an entire free pizza when you order a beer!). If there's a more human-connection place than a bar, I don't know what it is.

And honestly, a show like "The Rehearsal" is one of the reasons I know that A.I., no matter its future capabilities as a writer some day, is just not going to be as good as a great (or even pretty good) artist. The mark of great art, for me, is that it invites the audience into an exploration of something they've never thought about before. At this juncture, A.I., by definition, works with what's been previously done. There is next to nothing about "The Rehearsal" that feels like some other show I've seen before. I can barely fathom how Fielder came up with it. I have no idea how, if it's renewed, he'll come up with a third season.

But that's what I said last time.



Photos and video via HBO.

Produced by Tala Safie
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Critic's Notebook


Why Isn't My Favorite Composer More Popular?

I love the operas of Leos Janacek. So do audiences -- when they go to see them. But the works remain stubbornly on the outskirts of the repertory.

The Czech composer Leos Janacek. His operas are "amazing dramas," the director Yuval Sharon said. "They just blast through the stage. They just go."  Fine Art Images/Heritage Images, via Getty Images



By Zachary Woolfe
Reporting from Cleveland


May 27, 2025 at 05:00 PM

When I was just getting started as an operagoer, I went to see "The Makropulos Case," the Czech composer Leos Janacek's tale of a woman desperate to elongate a life that has already lasted three centuries.

It left me exhilarated, dazed and with only one thing on my mind: buying a ticket to return the next weekend.

I'm not the only one to have this reaction. "People felt they had to come back," Yuval Sharon said recently about the audiences when he directed "The Cunning Little Vixen," another thrilling, heart-rending Janacek opera. "It was unlike any piece they'd experienced. It just seizes you."

That's still my feeling about Janacek's operas. On Sunday, when the Cleveland Orchestra finished an elegant but crushing concert version of "Jenufa," which ends with a vision of forgiveness and reconciliation after extraordinary suffering, I would have happily sat through it again, right then and there.

For this brutal account of small-town woe, Janacek wrote earthy, lush yet sharply angled music, with unsettled rhythms and roiling depths. There are obsessively repeated motifs, as anxious as the characters, as well as passages of folk-inspired sweetness.

Janacek loved to transcribe birdsong and people speaking; his vocal lines, molded to the flow of the Czech language, have uncanny naturalness even in lyrical flight and emotional extremity. His climaxes -- never more soaring than at the stunned yet hopeful end of "Jenufa" -- are radiant. Neither his heroes nor his villains are uncomplicated; he presents heightened, impossibly vivid situations that are also deeply nuanced.

"They're amazing dramas," Sharon said. "They just blast through the stage. They just go."

Yet even many regular operagoers don't know these pieces. They are as propulsive and viscerally affecting as Arthur Miller plays, but those who haven't heard them often think they're esoteric, strictly for connoisseurs. Nothing could be further from the truth.

Jorma Silvasti and Karita Mattila in a 2007 performance of "Jenufa" at the Metropolitan Opera. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


"My experience is that the audiences that come adore the work," said Anthony Freud, who has programmed Janacek at companies in Wales, Houston and Chicago.

But those audiences don't tend to come en masse. "When you're budgeting ticket sales with Janacek," he added, "you're going to have to cushion it with 'Boheme' and 'Traviata.'"

Toward the end of the 20th century, it seemed that Janacek's operas were becoming regular presences on major American stages, if not quite staples like "Carmen." From 1990 to 2010, the Metropolitan Opera -- where my life was changed by that "Makropulos Case" -- presented 10 runs of four works. Houston Grand Opera did a Janacek cycle around that time. Conductors like Charles Mackerras, who painstakingly revealed the composer's intentions in new editions of the scores, were crucial advocates.

But the surge stalled. While Janacek isn't ignored entirely -- Cleveland's was my third American "Jenufa" since 2019, after full stagings in Santa Fe and Chicago -- he's rarer than I would have predicted, or hoped. The Met hasn't performed a Janacek opera since 2016.

The reasons aren't entirely mysterious. His works are accessible to listeners but challenging to perform, necessitating substantial, and expensive, rehearsal processes. (They're easier to find in opera- and resource-rich Europe.) Patrick Summers, Houston Grand Opera's longtime music and artistic director, speculated that Janacek, and other not-quite-core repertory, has been the victim of a generally praiseworthy development: the increasing success of new American opera. With most companies doing ever-fewer titles in a season, there is more competition for each slot given to less familiar work.

Summers gave the hypothetical example of a company that wanted to do both "Jenufa" and a contemporary American piece -- for example, Kevin Puts's "Silent Night," which Houston will present next season.

"'Jenufa' wouldn't replace 'La Boheme,'" he said. "It would replace 'Silent Night.' So you have to choose, and these days you might well choose 'Silent Night.'"

For the art form's health, though, there needs to be room for both.

The son of a village schoolteacher, Janacek was born in 1854. While he was a gifted musician from childhood and a highly regarded organist and teacher, he struggled for recognition as a composer. It was "Jenufa" that truly established his reputation, though not right away. After germinating for years, it premiered in 1904, but it wasn't until a dozen years later that a performance in Prague brought him real celebrity.

Soon after that, in the summer of 1917, he met Kamila Stosslova. Both were married, and Stosslova was nearly 40 years younger, but they developed an intimate more-than-friendship. The relationship -- almost completely, and agonizingly, unconsummated -- inspired a late-in-life creative flowering that bloomed until Janacek's death, at 74, in 1928.

The fruits of this period include a pair of searching string quartets, and the stirring orchestral Sinfonietta and "Taras Bulba." Even more remarkable was the burst of four operatic masterpieces: "Kat'a Kabanova," about a country girl driven to suicide after a brief affair; "The Cunning Little Vixen," in which human and animal characters collide in a warm yet entirely unsentimental allegory of nature's transformations; "The Makropulos Case"; and "From the House of the Dead," based on Dostoevsky's novel set in a Siberian prison.

Bleak yet beautiful, "Jenufa" remains his best-known opera. On Sunday the Cleveland Orchestra and its music director, Franz Welser-Most, captured Janacek's intensity without stinting his tender lyricism. The frigid winds of the second act passed through the ensemble in frosty swirls. The cast was superb, with Latonia Moore a sumptuous and passionate Jenufa, and Nina Stemme harrowing as her stepmother, who attempts to preserve her family's honor through a monstrous sacrifice.

Franz Welser-Most leading the Cleveland Orchestra in a concert version of "Jenufa." Roger Mastroianni


As always with Janacek, the audience -- about two-thirds of capacity at Severance Music Center -- cheered mightily at the end. And as always, that reaction gave me hope.

There are other glimmers for Janacek lovers. Des Moines Metro Opera will present "The Cunning Little Vixen" this summer. The Met has plans to import a grim "Jenufa" directed by Claus Guth, who staged this season's hit "Salome." When I spoke to Yuval Sharon, he was at the airport on the way to Austria, where he was meeting about a production of "The Excursions of Mr. Broucek," a rarity even by Janacek standards.

I hope as many opera houses as possible join their number. For them, and for audiences, I can only echo Anthony Freud: "There's nothing to be scared of."
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Jussie Smollett Donates $50,000 to Arts Center to Settle Chicago's Lawsuit

Although the actor's conviction for filing a false police report was overturned because of a previous deal with prosecutors, the city wanted him to pay for its hate crime investigation.

Jussie Smollett, who claimed that he had been attacked by two men who hurled racist and homophobic slurs, also donated $10,000 to the Chicago Torture Justice Center. Steven Ferdman/Getty Images



By Reggie Ugwu



May 27, 2025 at 07:53 PM

Jussie Smollett, the former "Empire" star, announced that he had donated $50,000 to a Chicago charity to settle a lawsuit by the city about his claim in 2019 that he had been the victim of a hate crime.

In 2022, a jury convicted Mr. Smollett of felony disorderly conduct for filing a false police report after he said he had been attacked in downtown Chicago by two men who hurled racist and homophobic slurs at him. His conviction was overturned last year by the Illinois Supreme Court, which said the special prosecutor's case violated a previous agreement with Mr. Smollett.

Mr. Smollett shared details of his settlement with the city in a statement posted to Instagram on Friday, saying that he had made a $50,000 donation to the Building Brighter Futures Center for the Arts. According to its website, the organization's mission is to "improve the quality of life for underprivileged youth and their families by providing safe, stable and nurturing experiences."

The City of Chicago had sued Mr. Smollett six years ago, seeking more than $130,000 to cover the costs of its police investigation. It said the settlement with Mr. Smollett required the charitable contribution.

"The city believes this settlement provides a fair, constructive and conclusive resolution, allowing all the parties to close this six-year-old chapter and move forward," a city spokeswoman, Kristen Cabanban, said in a statement. She said that Mr. Smollett also made a $10,000 payment to the city in 2019, and that he had faced additional accountability through his criminal trial.

Mr. Smollett posted on Friday that, in addition to the settlement, he had also donated $10,000 to the Chicago Torture Justice Center, an organization that "seeks to address the traumas of police violence and institutionalized racism," according to its website.

A representative of the Building Brighter Futures Center confirmed in an email that it had received the donation. The Chicago Torture Justice Center confirmed Mr. Smollett's donation in an Instagram post last week.

Mr. Smollett originally said that the men who hurled slurs at him also tied a rope around his neck and doused him with a chemical substance. The story initially inspired outrage and sympathy for the actor, but prosecutors became suspicious of his account and charged him with felony disorderly conduct.

Those initial charges were dropped in 2019 after Mr. Smollett agreed to perform community service and forfeit a $10,000 bond payment. But after an outcry from the mayor and the police, a special prosecutor revived the case.

Chicago's lawsuit had been on pause while the criminal charges worked their way through the courts. Mr. Smollett, who has maintained his innocence and countersued city officials, said in his Instagram post that he was aware the settlement "will not change everyone's mind about me."

"What I have to do now is move forward," he wrote.
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Lea Michele Resuscitated 'Funny Girl.' Her Next Move Is 'Chess.'

The "Glee" star will join Aaron Tveit and Nicholas Christopher next fall in a Broadway revival of an Abba-adjacent Cold War musical.

From left, Nicholas Christopher, Lea Michele and Aaron Tveit, all Broadway veterans, will star in the show, which has an ardent fan base. From left: Dominik Bindl/Getty Images; Manny Carabel/Getty Images; Theo Wargo/Getty Images



By Michael Paulson



May 28, 2025 at 02:00 PM

The 1980s musical "Chess," about a love triangle set in the geopolitically charged world of top-level chess tournaments at the height of the Cold War, will be revived on Broadway for the first time this fall, with Lea Michele playing one of the three starring roles.

Michele was last on Broadway in 2023 in "Funny Girl," whose fortunes she revived after stepping in as a replacement when the initial lead wasn't working out. Best known for portraying an ambitious musical theater actress on the television series "Glee," Michele will star in "Chess" alongside Aaron Tveit (a Tony winner for "Moulin Rouge! The Musical") and Nicholas Christopher (a "Hamilton" alumnus who recently thrilled critics in an Encores! production of "Jelly's Last Jam").

The show is the brainchild and passion project of Tim Rice, the Tony-winning lyricist of "Evita" and "Aida." Rice collaborated with Benny Andersson and Bjorn Ulvaeus of Abba on the music and lyrics.

The revival was announced Wednesday, but the announcement did not include specific dates or the exact theater -- only that it would be staged in the fall at a theater operated by the Shubert Organization. The lead producers will be Tom Hulce, Robert Ahrens and the Shubert Organization.

"Chess," set primarily in Bangkok and Budapest, tells a fictional story about two grandmasters, one American (Tveit) and one Soviet (Christopher), facing off at a chess tournament, joined by a woman (Michele) whom both of them, at various points, love.

The musical, first staged in London in 1986 and then heavily revised for a Broadway production in 1988, has an ardent fan base, but the Broadway production was a flop, and the show has been reworked for subsequent stagings around the world.

This fall's production features another new book, by the screenwriter Danny Strong. The show will be directed by Michael Mayer, who directed Michele both in her breakout Broadway role, in "Spring Awakening," and in "Funny Girl."

Mayer and Strong, working with Rice, have been rethinking "Chess" for some time -- they collaborated on a 2018 concert presentation of the musical at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington.
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Most Stylish


15 Unforgettable Looks at Cannes

Three-dimensional gowns, thigh-high men's boots, adult-size bibs and more.

ASAP Rocky and Rihanna created a stylish spectacle when he smooched her on the Cannes Film Festival's red carpet.  Sameer Al-Doumy/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Anthony Rotunno



May 24, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Organizers of this year's Cannes Film Festival cast a conservative shadow over the red carpet with the release of a new dress code noting that, "for decency reasons, nudity is prohibited." The rule was seen as an attempt to tamp down on so-called naked dressing, a trend that in recent years has inspired more people to wear less coverage as a way to get attention.

Whether it stopped people from showing skin was debatable. But it certainly didn't stop stars from making waves with their appearances. Some, like the actor Jeremy Strong, took Cannes as an opportunity to test color palettes: He wore a range of pastels (purple, green, salmon) that would rival the selection at an Easter egg hunt. Others, like the models Bella Hadid, used the festival to debut new hair (she went blond).

Of all the clothes on display at Cannes, which ends on Saturday, these 15 looks were some of the most memorable for myriad reasons -- nakedness mostly not among them.

Isabelle Huppert: Most Brat!

 Miguel Medina/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The fine threads used to construct the actor's Balenciaga gown had the delicacy of natural hair, but the chemical green color now firmly linked to Charli XCX and her "Brat" album.

Pedro Pascal: Most 'Sun's Out, Guns Out'!

 Sarah Meyssonnier/Reuters


It seemed as if the actor knew that, by wearing a simple outfit of black pants and sleeveless top, he would draw attention to his bare, toned arms.

Rihanna and ASAP Rocky: Most Umbrella!

 Gareth Cattermole/Getty Images


Huddling beneath an umbrella in their Alaia and Saint Laurent finery, the couple, who have recently been teasing the birth of their third child, brought a certain song of Rihanna's to mind.


Dakota Johnson: Most Hippie Chic!

 Sarah Meyssonnier/Reuters


Wearing a tiered fringed Gucci dress, long straight hair and heavy bangs, the actor could have been mistaken for playing the role of 1960s Cher on the red carpet.

Spike Lee: Most Hometown Pride!

 Valery Hache/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The director brought his enthusiasm for the New York Knicks to the French Riviera in an orange-and-blue-striped Cointel suit paired with blue Cubitts eyeglasses and a blue hat trimmed in orange ribbon.

Kylie Verzosa: Most Butter Sculpture!

 Monica Schipper/Getty Images


The actress's Mark Bumgarner dress featured the pale yellow shade of the season and a three-dimensional floral skirt, giving it the appearance of edible artwork seen at state fairs.

Alexander Skarsgard: Most Kinky Boots!

 Sarah Meyssonnier/Reuters


Thigh-high leather Saint Laurent boots were not the only risky (risque?) fashion choice taken by the actor, who was in Cannes promoting his new film about queer bikers. He also wore blue sequin pants.

Angela Bassett: Most Girl With a Pearl Pantsuit!

 Benoit Tessier/Reuters


Pearls were among the opulent embellishments dangling from the actor's Yara Shoemaker ensemble, a look that has graced more than one festival this year (Blake Lively wore it at South by Southwest in March.)


Benedict Cumberbatch: Most Pinned Together!

 Miguel Medina/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The actor made the rounds with his injured arm in a couple of stylish slings, but the most elegant might have been the black silk version affixed to his Prada tuxedo with a custom brooch by the brand.

Emma Stone: Most Bib!

 Scott a Garfitt/Invision, via Associated Press


An oversize collar on the actor's white Louis Vuitton gown stood in for a statement necklace -- and stood out for its resemblance to an adult-size bib.

Cecile de France: Most Matisse!

 Tristan Fewings/Getty Images


Traces of the Henri Matisse's Blue Nudes were detectable in the palette and figurative print of the Belgian actress's Schiaparelli frock.

Humaid Hadban and Mohammed Hadban: Most Double Vision!

 Monica Schipper/Getty Images


Gentle Monster eyeglasses and glittery pins were elements uniting the ensembles of the Emirati fashion influencers, who go by the Twins Hadban and have a thing for identical outfits.

Coco Rocha: Most Dressed!

 Lewis Joly/Invision, via Associated Press


The model's Ionut Razvan gown, which involved several layers of what looked like men's dress shirts, seemed the opposite of naked dressing.
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It's Time to Put Away Your Winter Clothes. Here's How to Store Them Safely.

Fashion archivists, designers and home organizers share their best advice for keeping moths, stains and other wardrobe nuisances at bay.

Video: 



By Sarah Durn



May 19, 2025 at 04:00 PM

Packing away wool knits, silky tops and other cold-weather pieces is an annual rite of spring for many New Yorkers, who often lack the luxury of ample closet space. While making room for the season's linen shirts and breezy dresses is a necessity, long storage of natural fibers does come with risks, including stains, odors and those dreaded moth holes. Here, a handful of wardrobe experts share their advice for avoiding those pitfalls and ensuring that, come September, you're all set for sweater weather.

Start with a clean closet

Dust can attract moths and even stain silk so "vacuum your closet frequently," says Julie Ann Clauss, 45, the founder of the Wardrobe, a clothing storage service used by collectors and museums. "If you have a wood floor or baseboards, get in all those little cracks and seams because moths hide their eggs there." For similar reasons, Clauss advises against carpeting in closets. If you're moving house, Elizabeth Giardina, 45, the creative director of the fashion label Another Tomorrow, suggests having an exterminator treat the closets before you unpack. "You don't really know what you're coming into," she says.

Video: 


Wash and dry clothing thoroughly

"We dribble a little ice cream on a sweater and that becomes food for the moths," says Brian Maloney, 61, a co-founder of the New York City-based home organizing company S.O.S., adding that pheromones in sweat -- even when undetectable to our noses -- can attract bugs. After laundering clothing, make sure it's completely dry before packing it away. Moisture can stain or even distort the shape of a garment and also draws moths. The stylist Alexandra Mitchell, 31, a partner in the online boutique Arbitrage, which specializes in archival designer vintage, recommends dry cleaning newly purchased vintage pieces to ensure that no small creatures are hitching a ride.

Fold and check

Wool and silk are especially prone to stretching out. So instead of hanging clothes, fold them loosely, layering in acid-free tissue paper "wherever the garment touches itself" to avoid deep creases, says Mitchell. And even if pieces are stored in pristine conditions, don't forget about them indefinitely. "About once a month, take the items down, refold them and restack them," says the Arbitrage founder Ian Campbell, 30, pointing out that regular repositioning is one of the most effective defenses against damage.

 Ilya Milstein


Choose your containers wisely

When packing away clothes for just a few months, airtight plastic can help keep moths out. Marta Bahillo, 45, the founder of the Spanish knitwear brand Babaa, seals her woolens into zip-top bags each spring before stashing them in plastic boxes from Muji. At Arbitrage, Mitchell and Campbell also use large plastic bins, while Maloney favors containers from Sort Joy and Open Spaces and recommends tossing in a few moisture-absorbing packets like Micro-Pak's Dri Clay Kraft before closing the lid. He'll occasionally use vacuum-storage bags to save space but cautions that compression can damage fabrics over time. For longer-term storage, it's best to invest in sweater bags made of cotton muslin. "It's fine if one side is plastic so you can see in, but you want to avoid an entirely plastic bag because it creates a little microclimate inside, which can impart an odor," says Clauss.

Beware of basements

"They're typically too humid," says Clauss, making them breeding grounds for mold and moths, but preferable to attics, where "the temperature tends to fluctuate wildly," causing fabrics to break down and shrink. If underground is the only option, Maloney advises installing a dehumidifier or even sending your clothes off premises. "Your dry cleaner will sometimes store items for you if you're a longtime customer," he says.

Video: 


Toss those mothballs

They're usually made from naphthalene or paradichlorobenzene, both of which are toxic to people and pets. Natural repellents like cedar and lavender sachets can offer some protection. To that end, Giardina puts EcoKiwi cedar rings on her hangers, and Bahillo uses Bio Aroma's moth-repelling sachets along with dried lavender and bay leaves. "It's really nice when you open the box in a few months and there's a nice smell," she says. Moth traps are another option, though they're more likely to alert you to a problem than prevent one, since moths feed on fabric while in their larval stage and the traps attract and kill only the adults.

Open with care

Come fall, make sure to inspect your stored silks and woolens for damage before putting them back in rotation. "Look at seams, turn cuffs inside out, check the pockets," says Clauss. To spot tiny holes, Mitchell holds garments up to the light. If you find moths, seek out a dry cleaner that uses Perc, a chemical that kills eggs, says Clauss. A more natural option: freeze clothing for at least a week, says Bahillo, whose office freezer is full of sweaters. If your pieces need mending, Giardina recommends Alterknit, a New York-based repair shop and, having recently battled an infestation of her own, offers some final words of advice: "Exhale, and don't stress too much about it."
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Is Whole Milk Propaganda? What About Gracie Abrams?

TikTok users are building eye-catching lists of their dislikes and are labeling them as propaganda that they're "not falling for."

TikTok users like Delaney Denton and Michael Zimpfer are posting lists of things they consider propaganda, which are typically a mix of serious topics and jokes. Delaney Denton; Michael Zimpfer



By Nicole Stock



May 20, 2025 at 04:32 PM

Lip filler, people who aren't cat people, the societal expectation for women to shave their legs, working a 9-to-5 job. On TikTok, users have recently begun lining up their dislikes and branding them with an eye-catching term: propaganda.

In thousands of videos, many of which are set to a snippet of Charli XCX's "I think about it all the time featuring bon iver," users present a list of things they have deemed "propaganda I'm not falling for." With the context of only a few words of text on a screen, the topics span across genres, with common examples including milk (both plant-based and from cows), Labubus, artificial intelligence, politics, run clubs and the male loneliness epidemic.

Delaney Denton, 22, said when she first saw one of the videos she thought it was "kind of iconic" and was inspired to make her own, which now has nearly a million views.

"I think it's putting a spin on things that just feel a little off in our society but aren't necessarily propaganda," Ms. Denton said of the trend.


The concept isn't exactly new. Social media aficionados will probably remember the "in" and "out" lists that were an inescapable start to 2024. And people are often looking for new ways to classify their opinions, as is the case with the recent rise of "coded" language online.

It's unclear exactly where the propaganda trend began, with several users each referencing a different post that inspired them to make their own. But multiple creators said they saw the trend as a way to highlight views they hold that may deviate from societal norms.

Michael Zimpfer, 21, said he tried to pick a topic he thought people would agree with. He took aim at the 40-hour workweek, with separate entries on his list for "a 9-5 job," "40 years of working," and "2 weeks pto." He said he then watched as "generational battles" over work culture unfolded in the comments of his video.

Maya Brooks, 22, whose list included organized religion and "modesty & rise of conservatism," said she received the most responses to a line she included about women feeling pressure to shave their legs.

"I've had videos go this viral before, but it was really interesting to see so much discourse about leg-shaving," Ms. Brooks said. After reading angry comments, she decided to make two follow-up videos addressing the topic.

Despite the pushback, she said, she enjoyed creating a space for people to discuss expectations of women.


Ms. Brooks's video was one of many that opened a door to discussions related to women's health and beauty standards. Another was Moriah Ruedenberg's; her list included fat shaming, lip filler and trad wives.

"I think that it feels good to help women put words to the ways that they're feeling," Ms. Ruedenberg, 20, said of the outsize reaction to her video. "I wished that I had had somebody to help me with that when I was a little bit younger."

Many lists also had another common inclusion: the singer-songwriter Gracie Abrams.

For Mr. Zimpfer, whose reference to Ms. Abrams was the only nonwork-related term on his list, it was meant to spark interest in his video -- and not necessarily a reflection of disdain for the artist.

"I spelled her name wrong -- I was just being silly and funny with that aspect," he said. "I was like, 'Oh, I can put this in middle of the list and it'll kind of stand out like a sore thumb.'"

Ms. Denton, 22, who also put the singer on her list, said she did so to signal to others that she was on the same page as many others making the lists.

"I think sometimes the internet just likes to have a running gag," she said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/20/style/tiktok-propaganda-im-not-falling-for.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




The Jeweler Behind Zendaya's Blingy Engagement Ring

Jessica McCormack, the London jeweler with a knack for injecting cool-girl energy into top-dollar pieces, has opened a shop in Manhattan.

Jessica McCormack in her new Manhattan boutique.



By Elizabeth Paton



May 27, 2025 at 02:00 PM

When Zendaya took to the Golden Globes carpet this year with a very large and very sparkly engagement ring, the internet was soon abuzz with questions over who had designed it.

It wasn't Bulgari, the Italian jewelry house for whom Zendaya is a brand ambassador. Nor was it a big name brand owned by a luxury conglomerate. Instead, the ring, a 5.02-carat diamond in a slightly quirky Georgian-style setting, was the work of Jessica McCormack, a New Zealand-born designer who has become a go-to for cool "day diamonds" by the likes of Dakota Johnson and Dua Lipa -- and a growing fan base of wealthy women who don't believe their sparkles should languish in the safe.

"What's the point in that?" Ms. McCormack said last week from an armchair in her first store in the United States, which opened today on Madison Avenue in Manhattan. "There's no joy if you can't see them and others can't enjoy them on you."

Ms. McCormack, who speaks with a friendly Kiwi twang, wore a fuzzy gray cardigan, old deck shoes, white socks with red hearts and diamonds. Lots of them, in fact, shimmering on her ears, neck and wrists as workers put the finishing touches on the wood-paneled Beaux-Arts townhouse designed by the restoration architectural firm Johnston Cave Associates.

"My whole idea is of relaxed ease and fitting into your daily life," she said. "It's about functionality and fantasy, making jewels that are fun and cool but wearable and that just make you incredibly happy every time you look in the mirror."

A 20.09-carat Ellipse Diamond Torque necklace, for $3,200,000. Natalie Keyssar for The New York Times

A 4.87-carat button-back diamond ring, valued at $225,000. Natalie Keyssar for The New York Times


Ms. McCormack shows off the 15.02-carat Luna diamond ring, priced at $3,800,000. Natalie Keyssar for The New York Times


Ms. McCormack had no formal design training. But her father, an art and antiques dealer, helped hone a magpie's eye for vintage treasures and craftsmanship. There followed a stint in Sotheby's fine jewelry department in London, where her appreciation for vintage pieces grew as she handled Russian crown jewels alongside Cartier and Lalique pieces from the 1920s.

After some experimentation designing pieces in an antique-meets-modern aesthetic, she started her namesake brand in 2008, with debut pieces like her Wings of Desire earrings, a sweep of graduated diamonds that climb up the ear and caught the eye of Rihanna, who became one of her first customers.

Other cult pieces, spotted on Zoe Kravitz, Rosie Huntington-Whiteley, Adele, the Duchess of Sussex, Victoria Beckham and Margot Robbie, include her Gypset earrings, little hoops with suspended Georgian-style button-back diamonds, sapphires, emeralds or rubies that are highly covetable (and widely imitated), with prices starting at $4,550 a pair. Her Ball N Chain necklace can be layered with assorted diamond pendants in an array of cuts and prices. Some could come from Ms. McCormack's latest Fruit Salad collection -- that is, peaches, pears, apples, cherries and lemons made out of intricately set pave gemstones and 18-karat gold.

The pieces strike a balance between looking at home on the red carpet and being trendy, easy-breezy accessories to wear for drinks or on the school run (albeit for the rarefied few who wouldn't think twice about wearing a seven-carat rock with a T-shirt and jeans).

"The appeal of Jessica McCormack's pieces is their distinct unfussiness coupled with plenty of charm and fun," said Daisy Shaw-Ellis, American Vogue's jewelry director. "She has modernized antique and vintage designs and pushed the boundaries with expected materials without losing their integrity."

 Natalie Keyssar for The New York Times

 Natalie Keyssar for The New York Times

 Natalie Keyssar for The New York Times

The interiors of Ms. McCormack's boutiques include an evolving rotation of books, art, furniture and curiosities that shape and reflect her taste. Natalie Keyssar for The New York Times

A major weapon in Ms. McCormack's arsenal are her investors. Rachel Slack is of the Oppenheimer dynasty, and Michael Rosenfeld is a third-generation diamantaire. Last year, Lingotto, an investment firm owned by the Agnelli family's holding company, Exor, also took a stake. They all hail from family businesses that understand the eccentricities and complexities of the long game in luxury jewelry, unlike many venture capitalists who often invest in brands to make a quick profit, only to be left sorely disappointed.

Their steady backing has allowed Ms. McCormack to take some big risks. A five-story Mayfair townhouse opened in 2013 opposite the Connaught hotel on Carlos Place in London (and a new neighbor in Phoebe Philo is rumored to be opening a flagship next door).

Part retail store, part basement workshop where clients can watch craftspeople at work, the space features an ever-evolving rotation of books, art, furniture and curiosities that both shape and reflect Ms. McCormack's taste. It is a formula she looked to replicate when opening her New York store. Or, in her words, "a homely place full of interesting bits and bobs and genres and styles that really make you think and drive home the personality of our brand."

Zoe Kravitz at the Vanity Fair Oscar party in March wearing Gypsets by Ms. McCormack, who also designed an engagement ring for her. Michael Tran/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images

Saoirse Ronan wearing Ms. McCormack's Gypset earrings at the BAFTAs in London in February. Ben Stansall/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Zendaya at the Golden Globes in January, wearing her 5.02-carat east-west cushion-cut diamond engagement ring designed by Ms. McCormack. Amy Sussman/Getty Images


Think multicolored drink trays by Matilda Goad, Nina Campbell glassware, antique 19th-century Maori portraits, Christopher Moore wallpapers, Jilly Cooper novels, family photos, upholstered sofas by Robert Kime and artwork, including a giant Valerie Belin photograph that came from her own kitchen in London. Upstairs are vintage wooden boxes that Ms. McCormack likes to transform into jewelry cases, with secret embroidered compartments and personalized messages inside.

"The vast majority of our sales are done in person," said Leonie Brantberg, the company's chief executive. "As we establish ourselves in a new market, we feel it's critical to have our own spaces where we can express this DNA and build direct relationships with our clients."

The brand has quadrupled in size over the last four years, Ms. Brantberg said, with sales of $50 million last year. Half of the clients are women buying for themselves. Given Ms. McCormack's extensive Hollywood clientele, she is now looking west and may open a store in Los Angeles next year. American customers, she said, tend to buy more and buy faster and now make up more than a third of sales. She wants to meet them where they are.

"Not going the wholesale route was a slower path, but it means I really understand who I am selling to," Ms. McCormack said. "And while we love our male customers, my business is incredibly female-driven, and I absolutely love that. It's not about your husband buying it for you."
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Times Insider


Over Portfolio Reviews, Art Directors and Illustrators Connect

The Times is inviting artists from around the world to submit their work for feedback.




By Deanna Donegan
Deanna Donegan is an art director at The New York Times. In 2022, she helped establish The Times's first illustration portfolio review.


May 28, 2025 at 10:00 PM

Times Insider explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.

The illustrations that readers see in the pages of The New York Times and on its website are a result of collaborations between Times art directors and artists from around the world.

At its best, an illustration is inviting, providing a visual metaphor or narrative that helps readers better understand the topics that will be explored in an article.

During my 13 years of art directing, first at The New Yorker and now at The Times, I've been lucky to meet illustrators at portfolio reviews, panel discussions and industry parties around New York City. Those in-person opportunities disappeared during the coronavirus pandemic, and around 2022, when we all began to peek our heads out from wherever we had been milling away since 2020, I was keen to cultivate relationships with artists once again.

In speaking with my Times colleagues Tala Safie, Antonio de Luca and Alicia DeSantis, we wondered out loud if we might be able to put together a Times illustration portfolio review. We wanted to carve out space to speak with artists generally about their work, outside of the often transactional back-and-forth of commissioning an illustrator for an official assignment for The Times.

A portfolio review is a meeting between an artist and another creative professional -- in this case, a Times art director -- in which the artist can receive feedback on his or her work. An artist may submit published, personal or student work, or sketches and other materials, for review. The reviewer considers the artist's full body of work and provides guidance. We may offer an artist ways to employ stronger concepts, for example, or advise on how to use color more effectively. This kind of holistic feedback is abundant in art school, but it is hard to come by once artists enter the professional world.

We organized the first Times portfolio review in 2022. We wanted it to be accessible; artists at any career stage, and who worked in any medium, were encouraged to apply. To spread the word, we contacted our former design and illustration professors, and those at other art schools, across the United States, Britain, Italy, Germany and Latin America, to name a few.

A silver lining of the pandemic years was that meeting virtually became the norm, so there weren't any geographical limitations on who could apply. Applicants were asked to fill out a short form with their contact information, explain a bit about themselves and share a link that directed us to their work.

As we watched the applications pour in, we grew excited about all the new artists we would meet. We received nearly 3,000 applications.

Many of the applicants were recent art school graduates, but there were also illustration veterans and those outside of the editorial illustration world who worked in advertising, children's books, animation and fine art. It's worthwhile to speak with artists whose work we appreciate, even if it may be different from what we would normally commission for the newspaper.

Now we're in our fourth cycle. The application period, which opened in April, will close June 5. About 50 Times art directors, myself included, have volunteered to take part in the reviews.

We will divide up the applicants and select those with whom we feel we can have meaningful conversations. We also want to select applicants who would benefit from concrete feedback. Maybe someone has a really confident, cohesive style, but their concepts could be stronger; maybe someone has the ability to create a narrative, but needs help editing.

We're able to select about 80 illustrators to review in the fall over a two-week period. Each selected artist will receive three 30-minute, one-on-one reviews.

In that time, artists can receive feedback, ask how to tailor their portfolios for editorial work, get tips on how to self-promote and learn how to make their websites easy for art directors to find and navigate. We also give insight into how we work at The Times: how we find new talent and what makes someone right for a particular job.

Every art director has their tried-and-true roster of artists, but it has always been important to me, as someone in a position to hire freelance illustrators, to cultivate meaningful relationships with new artists. The portfolio review is a small way we're able to use The Times's resources to make that happen, and I hope it will continue to grow for years to come.
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Quote of the Day: Pulling Off Plan For L.A. Games Is a Feat in Itself

May 29, 2025 at 04:59 AM

"The Olympics is hosting seven Super Bowls a day for 30 days."

CASEY WASSERMAN, the chairman of the Los Angeles Olympics organizing committee, on the challenges the city is facing in hosting the 2028 Games.
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Demand for LFP Batteries Is Outpacing U.S. Ability to
Make Them

The United States is just starting to produce the batteries made with lithium, iron
and phosphate that are widely used in energy storage systems.
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Source: Benchmark Mineral Intelligence - By The New York Times
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