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Thunder storms into NBA Finals, leaving broken Timberwolves in its wake
Oklahoma City closed out the Western Conference finals in five games, facing little resistance from Minnesota in the clincher.
By Ben Golliver | 2025-05-29

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander and the Oklahoma City Thunder celebrate a series victory over the Minnesota Timberwolves in the Western Conference finals. (Nate Billings/AP)


OKLAHOMA CITY -- The polite reaction to what unfolded Wednesday night in America's heartland would be to salute the Oklahoma City Thunder for reaching the NBA Finals and to gloss over the gory details of how it happened.
This was, after all, a long-awaited coronation for a small-market marvel. Oklahoma City's 124-94 victory over the Minnesota Timberwolves in Game 5 of the Western Conference finals returned the franchise to the Finals for the first time since 2012 and avenged a heartbreaking West finals loss to the Golden State Warriors in 2016.
Thunder owner Clay Bennett and General Manager Sam Presti, who have guided the organization since its controversial relocation from Seattle in 2008, wore proud smiles during a trophy presentation after the series-clinching win at Paycom Center. Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, Oklahoma City's MVP point guard, clasped his hands together to acknowledge the "Loud City" faithful. The other Thunder players bounced with joy to celebrate their latest emphatic victory.
"[My teammates] make the NBA not feel like a job," Gilgeous-Alexander said. "We have so much fun being out there together. This isn't the end of the road. We didn't start the season saying we want to win the West. We want to win the NBA championship. We're one step closer."
But telling the full story of the Thunder requires closely examining the Timberwolves, who were reduced to a broken and dysfunctional mess in the series clincher. Knowing that Minnesota's season was on the line, Oklahoma City played with unforgiving focus from the outset that bordered on sadistic. The Thunder didn't just beat the Timberwolves, it robbed Anthony Edwards, Julius Randle and company of their will to compete. In what was ostensibly a feel-good moment, Oklahoma City was so ruthless it was hard not to come away feeling bad for Minnesota.
Still feeling the pain of a devastating last-second defeat in Game 4, Minnesota showed up Wednesday in body, but not mind or spirit. The Timberwolves were cooked midway through the first quarter, they trailed by 33 points at halftime, and they pulled their starters with more than six minutes left in the game. Fittingly, Edwards didn't even wait until the final buzzer to offer a congratulatory hug to Thunder Coach Mark Daigneault.
Less than 10 days ago, the Timberwolves swaggered into Oklahoma City fresh off playoff series wins over the Los Angeles Lakers and Golden State Warriors with the goal of bullying Gilgeous-Alexander and upsetting the top-seeded Thunder. After three blowout losses in cowboy country, the pitiful Timberwolves simply wanted to get out of Dodge.
"[The Thunder] came ready to play and we didn't," Edwards said. "When you lose a game like this, there isn't really too much to break down. They dominated the game from the tip. We lost. I can't think about how close I might have gotten [to the Finals]. They punched us in the face, and we lost the game and lost the series."
Gilgeous-Alexander posted 34 points, eight assists and seven rebounds in just 34 minutes to earn Western Conference finals MVP honors, applying the finishing touches to a series he dominated. Afterward, Gilgeous-Alexander said he wanted to close the series in five games because he "didn't want to go back to Minnesota travel-wise." Whether he meant to sound so dismissive or not, Gilgeous-Alexander dispensed with the Timberwolves on the court with a few easy flicks of his wrist.

Thunder guard Alex Caruso helped lead a stifling defensive effort against the Timberwolves. (Alonzo Adams/Imagn Images)


Though Game 5 featured another heavy dose of Gilgeous-Alexander's silky shooting, Thunder guard Alex Caruso provided the signature moment. After being knocked to the court by a hard foul from Naz Reid, Caruso cranked out several push-ups on the spot, popped to his feet with an ear-to-ear grin and egged on the home crowd. "Go ahead," Caruso seemed to be saying. "Hit me again."
The Timberwolves folded instead. Edwards, harassed by the Thunder's many skilled perimeter defenders, was just another bystander during the early onslaught. Randle, overwhelmed by the Thunder's pressure all series, seemed to spend most of Game 5 frantically looking around for the basketball after committing yet another turnover.
Minnesota managed just nine points in the first quarter. By halftime, the Timberwolves still had more turnovers (14) than made baskets (12). Edwards, who compiled most of his 19 points and six rebounds after the game had already been decided, tossed up three air balls on a night to forget.
"[The Thunder is] like 15 puppets on one string," Edwards said. "They're super handsy. They pluck at the ball all night. They pressure the ball and get you out of your comfort zone. They're a really good team. Everyone here knows it. It's no surprise."
For the second straight season, the 23-year-old Edwards ended on a down note in the Western Conference finals. The three-time all-star, who was outplayed by Dallas Mavericks star Luka Doncic last year, averaged 23 points, 7.4 rebounds and 4.6 assists against the Thunder, but he shot just 28.2 percent on three-pointers and committed 3.2 turnovers per game.
"[Edwards has] got to learn to play against that physicality and that type of holding all the time," Timberwolves Coach Chris Finch said. "[The Thunder] made it really hard for him. For a lot of the series, he did make the right play. We preach that to him all the time. We need him to be aggressive, for sure. He's got to find some easier buckets. I've got to help him do that. We were never able to establish something consistent with him."

Star guard Anthony Edwards didn't do nearly enough to lift the Timberwolves against the top-seeded Thunder. (Matthew Stockman/Getty Images)


The Timberwolves weren't any better defensively. Gilgeous-Alexander got wherever he wanted on the court, dancing past Jaden McDaniels on the perimeter and dicing up Rudy Gobert once he reached the paint. Jalen Williams (19 points, eight rebounds and five assists) and Chet Holmgren (22 points and seven rebounds) encountered little resistance, and the Timberwolves had no interest in making the extra-effort plays that are necessary to win at this late stage of the playoffs.
Worst of all, the Timberwolves died as they lived: incessantly moaning to the officials. While Minnesota lacked the heart to keep up with Oklahoma City for more than five minutes, it somehow found the lung capacity to keep whining deep into the fourth quarter despite a deficit that topped out at 39 points.
These troubling signs -- Edwards's shrinking, Randle's perpetual confusion, the Timberwolves' collective persecution complex -- are all testaments to the Thunder's ability to exhaust and chew up opponents.
Oklahoma City's staggering portfolio will loom ominously in the lead-up to Game 1 of the Finals against the Indiana Pacers or New York Knicks on June 5. Across the regular season and postseason, Oklahoma City has an 80-18 record, a 43-7 home record and 61 double-digit victories. During this playoff run, the Thunder has amassed a sparkling plus-10.8 average margin of victory, including four wins by at least 30 points. And don't forget: Oklahoma City went 29-1 against Eastern Conference teams during the regular season, including sweeps of both the Pacers and Knicks.
Perhaps that's the only consolation for the Timberwolves: They weren't the first team to tap out against the Thunder, and they might not be the last.
"We had it all going," Daigneault said. "The focus through the distraction of a closeout game to go to the Finals is what was most impressive. We were laser focused. That allowed our best to come to the surface. This is such a fun team. We're happy we're going to the Finals, but I don't want it to end. I don't want to stop coaching this team."

Thunder owner Clay Bennett lifts the trophy after Oklahoma City won the Western Conference finals. (Alonzo Adams/Imagn Images)
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Capital One Arena renovations are underway. Here's what to expect.
Many changes scheduled to be completed ahead of the 2025-26 Washington Capitals and Wizards seasons will go unnoticed by fans because the initial work will be focused on the building's event level.
By Scott Allen | 2025-05-29

A model of the new Capital One Arena and adjacent Gallery Place building. (Scott Allen/The Washington Post) 


The Washington Wizards' makeover isn't the only rebuild taking place in Chinatown these days. Upward of 800 people will work around-the-clock this summer as part of the first major phase of a three-year, $800 million renovation project at Capital One Arena.
Many of the changes scheduled to be completed ahead of the 2025-26 Washington Capitals and Wizards seasons will go unnoticed by fans, as the initial work will be focused, out of necessity, on the event level of the nearly 30-year-old building. Improvements coming in future years include wider concourses, a 40 percent increase in the number of arena restrooms, expanded concession offerings, the installation of blue seats and a new sound system and scoreboard.
Over the next few months, the Capitals and Wizards are getting new locker rooms, each twice as large as the spaces the teams previously used. New training and recovery rooms, a film room and a players' family lounge are also expected to be ready in time for next season. The redesign of the event level will involve relocating several back-of-house spaces used by support staff to the mixed-use Gallery Place building adjacent to the arena, where previous tenants included Lucky Strike and Bed Bath & Beyond.

Capital One Arena is a construction zone. (Scott Allen/The Washington Post) 


"At the completion of this project, we will have a brand-new building, from the event level through the roof and really expanding over to Gallery Place," Jim Van Stone, Monumental Sports & Entertainment's president of business operations, said during a media tour of the space Wednesday.
The Gallery Place building will eventually house Monumental's administrative offices, box office and security operations staff. It will be anchored by a 12,000-square-foot team store and a Grand Pavilion with multiple entrances to the arena, which will feature five additional retail boutique shops. Monumental's broadcast studio opened in the same square block last year.

A rendering of the Grand Pavilion adjacent to Capital One Arena. (Courtesy of Monumental Sports & Entertainment) 


Other changes marked for future phases of the project include relocating the main entrance to the arena closer to the corner of 7th and F Streets, a redesigned entrance on 6th Street and the opening of a grand food hall on the 400 level.
The exterior of the arena will also look drastically different by the time the project is scheduled to be completed ahead of the 2027-28 season, thanks to the installation of an immersive veil that will encircle the building. The modernized nod to the saddle-shaped design of Capital Centre will have the ability to change color.

A model of the renovated Capital One Arena, shown from the corner of 7th and F Streets. The immersive veil encircling the building will change colors. (Scott Allen/The Washington Post) 


Three new premium spaces will be completed this summer and be available for the 2025-26 season. They include the United Globe Club and United Globe Lounge, which will replace the Etihad Lounge, and the Vaults -- 10 all-inclusive suites with lounge-style seating areas, a tasting room and access to 18 lower-level seats in Sections 110, 111 and 112. Premium spaces on the 100 and 300 levels will be renovated in later phases of the project.
Van Stone said Monumental hopes to increase the number of annual events Capital One Arena holds by the end of the renovation. The venue, which opened as MCI Center in December 1997, is slated to host several marquee events in the coming years, including Sweet 16 and Elite Eight games for the NCAA men's basketball tournament next March, the 2027 Frozen Four and Sweet 16 and Elite Eight games for the NCAA women's basketball tournament in 2028.
Earlier this month, Monumental opened the Reserve, an interactive space on the third level of Capital One Arena offering season plan holders, clients and other interested parties a preview of the changes coming to the building over the next three years.

Construction of new premium spaces on the event level of Capital One Arena is underway. (Scott Allen/The Washington Post) 
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How did the Cardinals turn things around? They stopped focusing on winning.
St. Louis planned for this season to be centered on growth rather than immediate results, but the results have come anyway.
By Chelsea Janes | 2025-05-29

St. Louis Cardinals shortstop Masyn Winn greets second baseman Brendan Donovan at home plate after Donovan hit a two-run home run Wednesday night against the Baltimore Orioles. The Cardinals are eight games over .500 and a surprise contender in the NL Central. (Gregory Fisher/Imagn Images)


BALTIMORE -- When the St. Louis Cardinals rolled into town for a series with the Baltimore Orioles this week, the contrast was stark: One bird team looked like a young, plucky juggernaut, well over .500 and within striking distance in its division, formidable and fun. The other was downtrodden, shrinking under pressure, fighting off fan angst and stirring criticism of the front office's vision.
Before this season, few careful baseball observers would have been surprised to hear this series yielded such a matchup. But they would not have predicted the Cardinals would be the ones flying high.
Yet that is precisely what they are doing as June nears, defying even internal expectations with a strong start to a season that was supposed to be centered on growth, not results. St. Louis is eight games over .500 after taking two of three soggy games from the Orioles this week, three games behind the first-place Chicago Cubs in the National League Central, and looking far different from the plodding, sometimes directionless teams that missed the postseason in 2023 and 2024.
"I think [the difference is] letting everybody be themselves. Not putting all this unreasonable amounts of pressure and [making] everybody be a certain way and this and that, just letting guys go play," veteran right-hander Sonny Gray said. "Trying to create an environment where they can thrive and feel comfortable on a daily basis and just letting everyone go play with no handcuffs or anything."
Asked where that pressure came from, Gray quickly shook his head.
"I don't know," he said. "I don't know."
Regardless, the Cardinals are playing free, having already disappointed their spoiled faithful with the mere suggestion that missing another postseason might be necessary to jump-start a new golden era.
Some key veterans and clubhouse anchors are gone, as is hitting coach Turner Ward, who helped oversee a dismal 2024 season with runners in scoring position. Longtime first baseman Paul Goldschmidt is taking advantage of a fresh start with the New York Yankees. Righty Andrew Kittredge, who will make $10 million this year, recently came off the injured list for the Orioles.
Anxious to clear regular at-bats and innings for younger players, St. Louis's front office did not try to replace them. In fact, it did not sign a single major league free agent until March, when the Cardinals gave Phil Maton $2 million in a deal that now looks like divine bullpen intervention.
Nolan Arenado, the highest-priced veteran position player remaining, was supposed to be gone, too. Cardinals President John Mozeliak said this offseason that trading Arenado and his diminished bat were priorities "one, two and three" for the winter. He did it, reportedly arranging a trade with the Houston Astros that Arenado ultimately blocked with his no-trade rights.
But what could have been an awkward situation seems to have simmered into a functional one, with Arenado reviving his elite defense at age 34. And while his offensive numbers remain below his career norms, the defensive contributions have been treasured assets for the Cardinals, who are winning in large part because their defense does not allow scoring chances that opponents do not fully earn.
Arenado, for example, is tied for the most outs above average among all third basemen. Masyn Winn has a cannon for an arm at shortstop. Center fielder Victor Scott II is third at that position in defensive runs saved. Winn and Scott have two of the top 10 defensive run values, according to Baseball Savant, suggesting their defense has saved more runs than all but a few other players.
Willson Contreras, at the center of much defensive consternation the past two years as a Cardinals catcher, has embraced his move to first base and is tied for the third-highest run value at that position. As a team, the Cardinals lead the majors in outs above average, a measurement of range and skill, with 24 as of Thursday morning. The next-best team has 18.
"They started to shape the identity of what they want to be known for and what they want their style of play to look like," Manager Oliver Marmol said. "And they've been consistent in doing that every day."

Nolan Arenado reportedly rejected a trade during the offseason and has instead continued to play stellar defense for the Cardinals at age 34. (Gregory Fisher/Imagn Images)


That identity has thus far included a sturdy, experienced rotation benefiting from that defense and pitching to a 3.69 ERA as of Thursday. Gray, Miles Mikolas, and Erick Fedde have been just fine. Former up-and-down prospect Matthew Liberatore seems to finally be establishing himself with a 2.73 ERA in 10 starts. And Steven Matz has been good in the rotation and the bullpen, offering rest to what has been a pleasantly sturdy relief corps, all things considered.
Maton has combined with setup man Kyle Leahy and closer Ryan Helsley to provide a much better back-end punch than most rebuilding teams could hope for -- so good, in fact, that it might make it difficult for the Cardinals to trade soon-to-be-free-agent Helsley at the deadline, though he has been penciled in as a target for many teams for months.
But therein lies the question about these Cardinals, who seem to be too self-aware to suggest they have sped up a process they slowed down to facilitate.
Elite defense is sustainable if personnel stays healthy and mindsets remain intact. A veteran pitching staff should navigate ebbs and flows, though the ebbs will come. Perhaps their offense and its second-in-the-majors batting average can even keep that up or at least avoid the kind of prolonged slump to which teams that swing and miss more can be prone. But two months does not a turnaround make, and the whole point of this Cardinals season was to avoid piling up pressure instead of prioritizing growth.
"I don't know how to evaluate [these two months], nor do I try," Gray said. "In my opinion, it's still very early in the season. There's going to be another down at some point. But the times that we're winning, it helps us know that there's a brand of baseball we can play that wins games. So whenever times get tough -- and they do -- you remember there's a brand of baseball that is highly effective. Let's just try to keep playing that."
People in the Cardinals organization talk a lot about "runway," a term they use to mean patience. In old Cardinals seasons, contention mattered more than development, so young players -- some of them still on the roster, such as Jordan Walker and Nolan Gorman -- would find themselves benched or in the minors if they didn't perform immediately. For Scott and Winn, catcher Ivan Herrera and others, knowing they will play regularly this year without that pressure has allowed them to take off. Others, such as Walker and Gorman, have yet to do so.
Those players all played significant innings in past seasons, too. At times, many of them looked like they needed fresh starts. Somehow, despite two angst-riddled seasons and an offseason dedicated to tearing down the shiniest parts of their roster, the Cardinals have engineered one.
"We have a lot of the same players, and sometimes things take time. And when you get the right 26 [players] in there, there's been a lot of buy-in to short-term goals, long-term goals, and how we're going to get there. And there's been no pushback to how we're going to get there," Marmol said. "That's where I think some of this success we're having right now is coming from: Just fully committed to how we're going to get there, what the style is going to look like, what we're going to be known for."
Marmol, like his veteran players, is not stamping this season with success after two months of winning. Plus, the NL Central will not part at the Cardinals' feet: The Cubs look as good as they have since their World Series win in 2016. The Cincinnati Reds, disappointing so far, have the talent to make a run. It is too soon to abandon development to seize a winning moment just yet. Then again, as Marmol put it when asked about the possibility of pivoting to a win-now mentality if his growth-focused Cardinals keep winning, "I'm just not sure what exactly would change."
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Terry McLaurin is absent for start of Commanders' voluntary OTAs
The 29-year-old wideout, who set a franchise record with 13 touchdown catches last season, is in the final year of his contract.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-05-29

Wide receiver Terry McLaurin was absent from the first day of organized team activities Wednesday. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


At the start of organized team activities, the Washington Commanders were missing one of their stars. Wide receiver Terry McLaurin, who participated in on-field work during the first two phases of the offseason program, was not on the field Wednesday for the start of the third phase.
The workouts are voluntary, but McLaurin, 29, has been a regular participant since he arrived in Washington -- save for the 2022 offseason, when he had a year left on his rookie contract and declined to participate in offseason meetings or workouts as he sought a new deal. He signed a three-year extension worth close to $70 million about a month before training camp that year.
McLaurin is in the final year of that contract, with a $15.5 million base salary this year that ranks fourth among NFL wide receivers. But his 2025 figure ($19.65 million in salary and bonuses) ranks 14th at his position, and the deal as a whole ranks 16th among wideouts in average annual value.
Cornerback Marshon Lattimore and recently acquired left tackle Laremy Tunsil also were absent from Wednesday's workout.
McLaurin, a third-round pick out of Ohio State in 2019, had 82 catches for 1,096 yards and a franchise-record 13 receiving touchdowns last season. Only Cincinnati Bengals wideout Ja'Marr Chase (17) had more touchdown catches.
"[McLaurin] got better and better as the season went on, not only as a player but as a leader," General Manager Adam Peters said in March. "It was really impressive to see him grow so much. You think of Terry as this pristine, polished player, but then he got even better, so it's really cool."
Last season was the fifth consecutive year in which McLaurin topped 1,000 yards. But it was the first of his pro career in which he got to work with a quarterback of Jayden Daniels's caliber. Their rapport was evident. Daniels connected with McLaurin on six touchdowns of 16 yards or more, including a diving 27-yard game-winner in prime time against the Bengals in Week 3. That play put the Commanders in a spotlight that rarely waned.
For much of his first five seasons in the NFL, McLaurin has been a face of the team, earning an outsize role early after proving himself in training camp as a rookie. Amid quarterback changes (11 starters since 2019), coaching changes and a slew of off-the-field controversies involving the team, former employees and previous owner Daniel Snyder, McLaurin was a consistent playmaker on the field and a voice for the team off the field.
"It feels great, honestly, knowing that all that weight doesn't fall on one person," McLaurin said before the Commanders' loss to the Philadelphia Eagles in the NFC championship game. "That's one thing that's different this year with all the leadership, all the playmaking, all the got-to-have-it situation moments don't fall on one person, one player, one coach. It's a collective unit that comes together who are very unselfish and want to get the job done."
In March, Peters said Washington hoped to make McLaurin "a Commander for a long time" and noted the team had talks with McLaurin's agents.
"I understand the business side of the things, and when he stopped coming out I understand his side of the story, so I just try to not get bothered with it and let him deal with it on his own and just kind of handle it on his own," wide receiver Deebo Samuel said Wednesday. "But when he was here, business was business, feeding off each other's energy and trying to get each other better."
Coach Dan Quinn and Daniels said they remain in frequent contact with McLaurin.
"Me and Terry got a good relationship outside of football," Daniels said. "He obviously has to handle what he has to handle, but that doesn't change anything with the fact that he's part of our brotherhood. We know Terry is working and everything, so we got to get better and he knows he's got to get better each and every day."
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With an injured Caitlin Clark watching, young Mystics take apart Fever
Caitlin Clark, who missed Wednesday night's game in Baltimore because of a quad injury, watched from the sideline as the Fever fell to Washington.
By Dave Sheinin | 2025-05-29

The Mystics' Brittney Sykes scored a team-high 21 points in Washington's win over the Indiana Fever on Wednesday night in Baltimore. (Greg Fiume/Getty Images) 


BALTIMORE -- They came dressed in pristine No. 22 Indiana Fever jerseys or more faded Iowa Hawkeyes versions, the mere opportunity for a glimpse of Caitlin Clark in street clothes enough to draw legions of her fans to downtown Baltimore on a gloomy, rainy night. Many, though, were dressed conspicuously as empty seats, that same calculus -- Fever vs. the Washington Mystics, with Clark sidelined by injury -- not enough to compel them to show up.
The WNBA likes to say the cross-cultural phenomenon surrounding Clark, the 23-year-old Fever superstar, is good for the entire league. Wednesday night provided another test of that theory.
Maybe the majority of fans at CFG Bank Arena had bought tickets just to see Clark. But maybe, after the Mystics' relentless performance in a thorough 83-77 victory, those same fans will come back -- and perhaps even venture down the Baltimore-Washington Parkway to Southeast Washington -- to see Shakira Austin, Kiki Iriafen and Brittney Sykes.
"Being able to bring this game here is [about] so much more than basketball," said Sykes, the veteran guard having a career season at 31, including a team-high 21 points and nine rebounds Wednesday night. "Just being able to have a performance like we did in front of little girls from Baltimore -- little guys, too, but especially little girls -- is just helping them see what the WNBA is."
The Mystics (3-3) were coming off three tough road losses out west -- by a total margin of just 11 points -- but they are young, big, physical, fearless and dangerous. The return of Austin on Wednesday, following a week's absence from a concussion, gives them a rotation of talented post players -- Austin, Iriafen, Stefanie Dolson and Aaliyah Edwards -- to rival any in the league.
Against the Fever (2-3), Austin came off the bench to score 13 first-half points in just nine minutes as the Mystics built a 44-40 halftime lead. Before Austin entered, Coach Sydney Johnson cautioned her to take "one bite at a time" in her return to action.
"But I told them, 'I have a big mouth,'" Austin said.
Then it was Iriafen's turn. One of the Mystics' top draft picks (fourth overall) this spring took over in the pivotal third quarter as Washington pushed its lead to seven. Iriafen finished with 16 points and eight rebounds.
"That's a very good team," Johnson said of the Fever. "And I feel like we're showing a little bit of something ourselves."
Clark, the superstar who became a pop culture icon across the back half of her college career at Iowa and her rookie season in the WNBA, suffered a strained left quadriceps over the weekend, with the Fever announcing Monday she was expected to be out at least two weeks -- a timetable that, should it hold, would cost her four games. Wednesday's was the first regular season game Clark had missed because of injury since her sophomore year at Dowling Catholic High in West Des Moines, Iowa.

An injured Caitlin Clark was in Baltimore to support her Fever teammates against the Mystics. (Greg Fiume/Getty Images)


Clark emerged shortly after her teammates for pregame warmups, dressed in a gym rat's off-duty uniform: a loose-fitting, team-issued hoodie and warmup pants. She signed autographs and took selfies with fans behind the Fever's bench for a solid 10 to 12 minutes. Once the game started, the Fever parked her at the scorer's table end of their bench, closest to their coaches -- a placement that was no accident.
"When you're forced to sit on the sideline for a while, there's some things you can see you might not have noticed in live action," Fever Coach Stephanie White said. "So I think it gives Caitlin an opportunity to look at it a little more from a coach's perspective. ... She can hear some of the conversations, hear points of emphasis and see it through a different lens."
But the loss of Clark on the court manifested itself in ways beyond the box office: The Fever shot just 5 for 21 from three-point range without its sharpshooter. The bigs who could typically count on pinpoint passes from Clark whenever they were open, or sometimes when they weren't, failed to get enough quality touches to make an impact. Aliyah Boston, averaging 18.5 points entering Wednesday, got off just five shots and settled for 10 points.
The Mystics moved Wednesday's game to Baltimore -- a market underserved for pro basketball but with deep roots in the game -- to capitalize on the larger capacity of its arena. But the secondary market for tickets crashed once Clark's status was announced Monday. The cheapest tickets, which carried a list price of $41 when they first went on sale, were down to $6 within an hour of tip-off. By the looks of it, many of those tickets went unsold. The announced attendance of 11,183 reflected tickets sold; the actual number of occupied seats was far fewer.
The Fever visits Baltimore to play the Mystics again in September. Whether or not Clark plays then, maybe some of the same fans who turned out Wednesday night will come back out -- and this time bring their friends.
"I don't care what the reason is that you come to watch that first time," White said. "Because then they fall in love with the product. They fall in love with the game. They fall in love with how these women are the best in the world. ... It just takes getting them there once, and they'll want to come back."
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The Commanders have plenty of weapons, and only one football
Washington Commanders offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury has a good problem: How to keep all his talented players happy.
By Sam Fortier | 2025-05-29

Washington Commanders offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury will have more mouths to feed this season. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Washington Commanders offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury knows it's a good thing that one of his biggest problems this season will be ensuring all his talented skill players get enough touches.
"I've never had a great player that didn't want the ball, and so that kind of comes with the territory," he said this week. "But that's one thing I think that [Coach Dan Quinn] has created, where it's the team above anything else. And these guys that had their success last year and got their touches, they know bringing [receiver] Deebo [Samuel] in, there's going to be [fewer touches for them]. But we're going to be better. And I think when they're able to sacrifice for that and understand that the ultimate goal is winning, then it all works itself out. But you want those guys. I mean, I'll get cussed out a few games, but it just comes with the territory. You'd rather have really good players cussing you out than bad players cussing you out."
Is he right to be concerned? Historical data suggests the Commanders will take about 1,100 offensive snaps over the course of the season. There will probably more passes than runs. In what's known as "score-neutral situations" -- when the clock and scoreboard don't dictate run or pass -- Kingsbury called passes about 56 percent of the time last season, according to RBSDM.com, which was the eighth-highest rate in the league. While the Commanders could run more if they get better at it, it's still safe to bet Kingsbury, a former Air Raid quarterback, will keep the ball in the skies.
So if last year is a guide, there should be about 620 passing snaps this season. The top priorities will be star receiver Terry McLaurin, who has averaged about 125 targets over the past four seasons, and quarterback Jayden Daniels, who's an elite scrambler and will inevitably take some sacks, too. If he sustains last year's pace and remains healthy, Daniels will likely scramble about 75 times and take about 45 sacks.
Kingsbury seems likely to maintain the heavy diet of touches Samuel got in San Francisco, assuming the 29-year-old is in peak shape. Samuel ranked in the top 15 in the NFL for touches in each of the last four seasons, averaging about 95 targets and 45 carries. He'll likely be a huge boost on short passes, excels at picking up yards after the catch, and could make up most of the roughly 100 targets lost by the free agency departures of Olamide Zaccheaus and Dyami Brown.
Overall, it seems likely Daniels, McLaurin and Samuel will account for a little more than half of the 620 passing snaps.
The other 300ish? They will be battled over by the rest of the skill players, including a couple whom Kingsbury probably had in mind when he imagined getting cussed out.
The player likeliest to see a dip in targets could be tight end Zach Ertz. He is still an elite route runner at 34, and Daniels trusted him to get open in critical moments last season, but the odds are long that he'll see 91 targets again because of his aging body, his hungry teammates and history. Over the last decade, only six tight ends his age have gotten more than even 50 targets in a season -- Travis Kelce, Antonio Gates, Jason Witten, Benjamin Watson, Greg Olsen and Jared Cook.
Ertz could join that club, of course, but Kingsbury and Daniels now have more mouths to feed, including in the tight end room, where 2024 second-round pick Ben Sinnott is eager to expand his role (he had five targets as a rookie).

Brian Robinson Jr. is likely to lead the Commanders in rushing attempts again in 2025. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


It's reasonable to expect similar pass-catching roles as last season for running back Austin Ekeler (41 targets), running back Brian Robinson Jr. (25) and receiver Noah Brown (56), who played in just 11 games and seems likely to enter the season as the No. 3 wideout.
Maybe the biggest question mark is 2024 third-round pick Luke McCaffrey, who got three targets in Week 1 last season but finished with just 24. The biggest thing for McCaffrey, Kingsbury said, is "mastery of the system."
"Last year, we had him learn inside and outside, really kind of overloaded him," the coordinator added. "But you can see the comfort level is there this year. I mean, just watching him move around, he's not thinking as much. He's playing fast and letting his natural gifts kind of take over, and that's what we want to see. So, I expect him to take a big jump."
On the ground, Kingsbury will have about 480 rushes to distribute. The lion's share seem likely to go to Robinson, who had a team-leading 187 carries last year and whose value goes beyond his stats. His physical, tone-setting style is important to the team, especially in a bruising division, and he could be more effective behind the beefed-up offensive line.
Kingsbury will likely call about 75 designed runs for Daniels, as he did last season.
If Kingsbury maintains last year's rushing workload for Ekeler (77) and Samuel (42), that would leave about 100 rushes for everyone else, including depth running backs Jeremy McNichols, Chris Rodriguez and seventh-round pick Jacory Croskey-Merritt.
As rookies, Croskey-Merritt and fourth-round receiver Jaylin Lane face long odds to carve out offensive roles.
"I mean, it's a pretty loaded group," Kingsbury said. "They're going to have to kind of get in where you fit in with this group -- and there's not a ton of footballs to go around."
The most intriguing question, then, might be which frustrated player will be the first to cuss Kingsbury out.
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Jayden Daniels looks a little thicker, but he's focused on his mind
Entering his second season, quarterback Jayden Daniels declined to put a number on his weight, focusing instead on his game. 
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-05-29

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels might have gained weight in the offseason, but he isn't saying. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


The most pressing question at the Washington Commanders' first day of organized team activities was not about the state of their offense, the shake-up to their offensive line or the new look of their defense. It wasn't about the continuity of their coaching staff, with offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury spurning interviews for bigger jobs to stay, and it wasn't about the rookies.
The biggest question was whether quarterback Jayden Daniels looked, well, bigger.
During the second phase of the team's offseason workout program, the Commanders shared a photo of Daniels on the field appearing significantly more muscular than last season, leading to social media comments from fans and media.
"Put on a little muscle, eh?" center Tyler Biadasz said Wednesday with a grin. "He said what he was going to do, and he did it."
Added Kingsbury: "He's still pretty lean, but he's definitely worked really hard at his fitness and [in] the weight room. ... I haven't seen his weights, but I'm sure that he's a little bit thicker than he was."
And Daniels? Clearly aware of and amused by the chatter, he seemed to enjoy instigating it further, declining to put a number on his weight and choosing instead to focus on the start of his second season after starting his career with offensive rookie of the year honors.
"I was just working out," he said with a wide smile. "It wasn't like 'I need to eat this much.' Nah. It was just go out there and have a plan and naturally just put on weight."
Daniels's focus Wednesday -- and in previous weeks -- was on finding the weak spots in his game and improving. With Kingsbury returning, he has the luxury of playing in the same system with the same play caller for consecutive seasons, plus the added benefit of having more help up front.
The Commanders not only traded for left tackle Laremy Tunsil but drafted tackle Josh Conerly Jr. with their first-round pick. The investments were calculated and in part a result of their loss to the Philadelphia Eagles in the NFC championship game.
"You see in our division the team who just won the whole thing," Kingsbury said of the Eagles. "They built it starting up front and I think to try and keep up with those types of teams, you got to continue to do that and stock that room. ... We were really impressed with the line last year and the job they did, but injuries happen and you always got to try to get younger, and the more depth you have in that room, the better you're going to do."

Marcus Mariota, Jayden Daniels, Josh Johnson and Sam Hartman work out at Commanders Park. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


The Commanders' first big splash of the offseason was landing wide receiver Deebo Samuel in a trade with the San Francisco 49ers. His versatility should add a new wrinkle to Kingsbury's offense and give Daniels another playmaker.
"It's exciting when you're able to get players like that that have been producing in this league for some time," Daniels said. "I was most definitely excited. I was excited to get to work with them."
Although Daniels is known for his even-keeled approach, his comfort entering Year 2 was on display during the team's brief workout indoors. Unlike last offseason, when the end of his college career gave way to a lengthy predraft process and then the start of offseason workouts, Daniels had a reprieve this year to recharge. But he rarely strayed too far from the game.
"All he kind of thinks about is how he can get better, and [he] watches a ton of film, watches a ton of football overall," Kingsbury said. "... If he sees something or has a thought, he likes to reach out and talk through it. And so [our] relationship has really grown [as we're] figuring out where we want to continue to get better at."
That relationship was integral to the Commanders' success last season as they went 12-5 and quickly became a contender. The season ahead is filled with different challenges, including a schedule that's heavy on prime-time games and long road trips. No longer are the Commanders a mystery team; opponents have a full season of film on Daniels and much of their offense.
But the quarterback's mastery of the offense could dictate Washington's success. Kingsbury already has started to see glimpses of it.
"Just the comfort level, and then you being able to take ownership of it and understand it inside and out, where now you're correcting people, you don't even need the coaches," Kingsbury said. "And he's kind of getting to that point."
Still, in late May, when players are rotating to different positions and workouts are conducted without pads, neither was willing to divulge much information about their offseason work or the season ahead. Not even about Daniels's weight gain.
"That's up for grabs," he said when asked a third time about how much weight he had added. "I don't know."
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The IOC's policy on Russia takes a complex issue and muddles it further
Alex Ovechkin won't be in the 2026 Milan-Cortina Olympics. Some individual Russian athletes will. This is how the IOC defines "politically neutral."
By Barry Svrluga | 2025-05-28

When NHL players return to the Olympics for the first time since 2014, Alex Ovechkin won't be among them. (Karl B DeBlaker/AP)


Here's an athletic-political salad: The International Olympic Committee's outgoing chief, Thomas Bach, has said, "If politics decides who can take part in a competition, then sport and athletes become tools of politics." And yet his organization banned Russian and Belarusian athletes from the 2024 Paris Summer Games and the upcoming Winter Olympics in Milan and Cortina, Italy.
The hypocritical nature of all that is old hat for Bach, who is fluent in four languages, each of which he can speak out of both sides of his mouth. It's a neat trick, even for a short-timer. His tenure is up in a month. Maybe Kirsty Coventry, the Zimbabwean Olympic swimmer who will take his place, can more deftly move the IOC through the geopolitical waters it must inhabit, whether it wants to or not.
Which brings us to Alex Ovechkin and the Russian men's hockey team.
Put all of the above aside and think about what the 2026 Olympic men's hockey tournament could be. The NHL completely fabricated something called the 4 Nations Face-Off, and damned if it didn't deliver. Americans threw down gloves for an American cause; the Canadians responded with haymakers of their own; Sweden and Finland played their part; and it was clear that having the best hockey players back in the Olympics -- where they hadn't skated since 2014 -- was going to be appointment television, regardless of what time that appointment would be.
Throw Russia into the mix, and what a tournament! Ovechkin, as the 40-year-old graybeard who recently became the NHL's career goals king, making one last run on the international stage with Nikita Kucherov, Artemi Panarin and Evgeni Malkin against Sidney Crosby, Connor McDavid and the rest of the Canadians? And then against Auston Matthews, Connor Hellebuyck and the United States? More, please.
Except Tuesday, the IOC upheld its decision that -- in the wake of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, a years-long humanitarian slog -- Russian and Belarusian athletes would be banned from Milan. But certain individual athletes could make the case that they did not support the war or the war effort. Then, those individuals -- but not teams -- would be allowed to compete without national uniforms or national anthems.
"The IOC Executive Board recommendation from March 2023 with regard to teams of athletes with a Russian passport remains in place," the IOC wrote in its announcement. "It is based on the fact that, by definition, a group of Individual Neutral Athletes cannot be considered a team."
Uh, well, funny you mention that. The Russian men's hockey team won gold at the 2018 PyeongChang Olympics (not with NHLers, but still) when the Russian Olympic Committee was banned from the Games. This wasn't because of the war in Ukraine, which hadn't begun. This dated from the doping scandal that was exposed in the wake of the 2014 Sochi Games -- you know, the Putin Olympics for which Ovechkin carried the torch, the Games that were later revealed to be a sham because Russia had organized a state-sponsored pharmaceutical circus to boost its medal chances?
Still, whatever the reason for the ban, Russia -- under the moniker "Olympic Athletes from Russia" -- was allowed to compete in South Korea and then four years later in Beijing, when the label changed to "Russian Olympic Committee" and the men's hockey team took silver.
Look, this isn't a call for the IOC to reinstate the Russian men's hockey team -- and Russian athletes in general -- because it would make for better competition (which it would). This is a call for some consistency. Either you're banning Russians because of Putin's actions in Ukraine -- which is completely defensible -- or you're not.
Listen to Bach, in a 2023 speech in Germany, when the IOC was threading the needle to allow some Russian athletes but not the Russian team to compete in Paris. He began with the words in the first paragraph above, about sport and athletes becoming tools of politics.
"It is then impossible for sport to transfer its uniting powers," he said. "We must be politically neutral but not apolitical. We know well that politics rules the world. We know well that our decisions have political implications, and we have to include that in our thinking."
But banning some Russian athletes because they are a "team" and permitting others because they are not? Is that somehow caught up in world politics?
Ovechkin, of course, lands in a peculiar place here. The Washington Capitals' captain and icon passed Wayne Gretzky as the NHL's leading goal scorer last month. The coming NHL season is likely to be his last. He has transformed hockey in the American capital and brought so much joy along the way.
And yet his relationship with Putin has followed him. He has actively supported the Russian president in his campaigns for reelection. Ovechkin's Instagram avatar still features him posing with Putin. He faced scrutiny for his stance when the Ukraine war began. He has mostly skated since.
"Please, no more war," Ovechkin said in February 2022, shortly after the original invasion. "It doesn't matter who is in the war -- Russia, Ukraine, different countries. I think we live in a world, like, we have to live in peace and a great world."
A great world would include peace between Russia and Ukraine -- and no more suffering. On a scale that's itty-bitty by comparison, a great world would include an Olympic hockey tournament with all the best players from every corner of the globe available.
But for that world -- that sporting world -- to happen, the IOC would have to decide whether it's political. More than that, it would have to determine how to apply its assessment of its place in a political world evenly, treating all athletes from affected countries the same, whether they compete for themselves or for their team.
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The Pacers don't have New York glitz, but they have something better
The A-listers were out in Indianapolis for Game 4, but Tyrese Haliburton and the Pacers outdid them all.
By Candace Buckner | 2025-05-29

T.J. McConnell, Tyrese Haliburton and the rest of the Pacers are a win away from the NBA Finals. (Gregory Shamus/Getty Images) 


INDIANAPOLIS -- Tyrese Haliburton never stared down the stars occupying the expensive baseline seats in Gainbridge Fieldhouse. On one end, there sat New Yorker Timothee Chalamet, hands folded and lips pursed, and on the other was Spike Lee, soothing away the anxiety by wrapping his head under a Knicks towel. Previously in these Eastern Conference finals, Haliburton had Knicks fans by the throat, taunting them about their team choking away Game 1. But back home in Indiana for Game 4, Haliburton didn't copy Reggie Miller. He didn't pile on as a manufactured heel. On Tuesday night, Haliburton shed the histrionics. He was too busy making history.
Powered by Haliburton's triple-double of 32 points, 15 assists, 12 rebounds and no turnovers -- a stat line never before seen in the NBA playoffs -- the Indiana Pacers further distanced themselves from the Knicks as the better team in this series. Their 130-121 win, in which they led throughout the second half, sets up a potential clincher Thursday night at Madison Square Garden -- as well as another big stage for Haliburton, who usually eats up those moments. In Indianapolis, however, he was subdued in victory. He simply slapped hands with coaches and teammates after checking out for the final time, then downplayed his masterwork to the media.
"I thought I did a decent job at that," Haliburton said, referencing his rebounding. "But there's still a lot of ways for me to get better -- and us to get better as a group. None of that's possible without a full team effort."
In that moment, Haliburton wasn't imitating the daring of Miller, the Pacers legend who directed a choke sign toward Lee during the 1994 East finals, but rather the drone of his coach. Addressing reporters after the game, Rick Carlisle repeatedly stressed the magnitude of the Pacers' win in this team sport.
"I'm really tired [of] talking about individual stats this time of year," Carlisle said. "It just flies in the face of what's necessary. I had a radio show [Tuesday] morning, and somebody asked me about Ben Mathurin's numbers. You know, I mean, this is a team game. It's not about the numbers; it's about being ready."
So for Carlisle's sake, here are some words on the other Pacers ...
Pascal Siakam scored 30 points Tuesday night. Aaron Nesmith tallied 16 and might possess the world's most indestructible ankle, somehow playing 32 solid minutes after suffering a right ankle sprain during Indiana's Game 3 loss Sunday. Back in the starting lineup for Game 4, he hit an early three, then another, then soared in for a dunk.
The aforementioned Bennedict Mathurin, who needed to be prepared as a sixth man considering the Pacers didn't know what they would get from Nesmith, aggressively hunted his scoring chances and earned 11 free throw attempts. Mathurin finished with 20 points, his most since Game 3 of the semifinal round against Cleveland.
"Ben always stays ready. He's always in the gym," Nesmith said. "After our loss in Game 3, we go up to see friends and family, and he's up there shooting and working out, making sure he's ready for his opportunity [Tuesday]. Look what he did. He was huge for us. He helped us win this game."
Now, if we can, without further chastisement from Carlisle, back to Haliburton's zero-turnover triple-double, the stat that will leave people -- at least those outside of the Pacers' coaching room -- slack-jawed until Thursday.
Haliburton started assertively, taking five shots in the opening quarter and scoring 15 points while also dealing six assists. As fast as the Pacers play, and as much as he loves to make the jump pass, Haliburton kept the offense humming and tidy on its way to another 51 percent shooting night. And another win. And another reason Indiana has become a destination for springtime basketball.
"When you're winning, everybody wants to come out the house and be a part of it," Haliburton said.
It's not always that way for markets like this Midwestern city. When this series shifted away from the Big Apple, Draymond Green, a guest analyst for TNT, said he would rather return home to the coast than make the trip to Indiana. There was a scene in the Netflix documentary "Court of Gold" in which Joel Embiid scoffed at Haliburton when his Olympic teammate tried to invite him to hang out in Indianapolis for anything longer than a mandatory business trip.
But among the random assortment of celebrities not above flying into this flyover city on a Tuesday night: rapper 50 Cent, Haliburton's wrestling hero Triple H and John Haliburton, the star's father who was finally welcomed back inside the arena following his taunting incident with Giannis Antetokounmpo at the completion of the Pacers-Bucks first-round series.

Timothee Chalamet and Ben Stiller were among the celebrities in the house for Game 4 of the Eastern Conference finals. (Dylan Buell/Getty Images) 


"I know we're saying 'Free Pops' and Pops is free, but he was not in jail," Haliburton joked. "He happened to be in a very beautiful home, sitting very pretty watching NBA basketball. He's just fine. So, yeah, I was happy he was in the building. Obviously, Triple H was in the building. ... That was pretty fire, too."
Also in the crowd: comedians Ben Stiller (New Yorker) and Mike Epps (Naptown born and bred). Musicians Jelly Roll and John Mellencamp. Also, Chalamet, who by cheering as raucously as he has during this series has somehow managed to become less dreamy. And Pacers alumnus Rik Smits, who by sitting among the commoners and wearing the same gold T-shirt giveaway they did became more likable. The whole scene felt like a punch line in a Stefon skit on "Saturday Night Live": Indiana's hottest club has everything! A country singer named after sponge cake ... a towel-waving father freed from exile ... and the firefighter who went viral while getting garbage thrown on him by Knicks fans!
No, really. He was there, too.
Long overlooked as a franchise too comfortable with bargain spending and finishing in the middle of the pack, the Pacers feel like the it team. Not just for this moment but since March. It has been that long since they have lost back-to-back games. That trend continued Tuesday, and to the chagrin of the coastal elites, the league's hottest club has everything: a transcendent star, a resilient roster and another pivotal win that has it one game from the NBA Finals.
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Paul Maurice skipped the NHL's revered handshake line. Here's why. 
Florida Panthers Coach Paul Maurice says the traditional handshake line after a Stanley Cup playoff finale should be reserved for the players.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2025-05-29

Paul Maurice celebrated with his players after the Florida Panthers closed out the Carolina Hurricanes in the Eastern Conference finals, but he didn't take part in the handshake line. (Bruce Bennett/Getty Images)


Florida Panthers Coach Paul Maurice and Carolina Hurricanes Coach Rod Brind'Amour appeared to have words with each other after the Panthers ended the Hurricanes' season with a 5-3 victory in Game 5 of the Eastern Conference finals, and neither coaching staff took part in the handshake line that traditionally caps the final game of a Stanley Cup playoff series.
But after the game, Maurice said there wasn't any ill-will after a typically hard-hitting playoff series. Instead, he seems to be on a crusade to get coaches out of the center-ice handshake line that has been a staple of the NHL postseason for decades.
That's what his conversation with Brind'Amour was about, he said.
"I don't believe that the coaches should shake players' hands at the end," Maurice said. "There's this long list of people in suits and track suits. We had like 400 people on the ice. They're all really important to our group. But not one of them was in the game."
"There's something for me visually, with the camera on just the men who played, blocked shots, fought for each other, it's end of one's season, it's excitement for the other," Maurice said. "The last thing that a player on the Carolina Hurricanes deserves is 50 more guys in suits, they have no idea who they are and that's not a negative. There's something really kind of beautiful about just the camera on those men who played shaking hands. And we should respect that."
This isn't anything new from Maurice, who also did not participate in the postgame center-ice handshake line after the Panthers' second-round win over the Toronto Maple Leafs.
"We talked to [Maple Leafs Coach] Craig Berube on the ice in Toronto, and figured if I can sell it in Toronto," Maurice said. "And he understood it, because he's played, and [Brind'Amour's] played, so they both kind of get it."
Coaches' participation in the postgame handshake line seems to have been on Maurice's mind for a while now.
"I don't know where it changed. When I first got in the league, you would never go shake the players' hand. Some coach wanted to get on camera, is the only thing I can figure out. Maybe he wanted to shake Wayne Gretzky's hand or something. I don't know when it changed, but I don't think it's right," he said. "I think there's a really nice, kind of beautiful part of our game when just the players shake hands at the end. ... When you think of all the great competitions on the ice ... and yet they shake hands like that, that's special. ... I appreciate the risk that [Brind'Amour] took because he's concerned that somebody here [in the postgame news conference] is going to be upset that he didn't shake our players' hands. I asked him not to, and he understood. So that's what happened."
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Bears' Caleb Williams addresses book excerpt, says he 'loves being here' 
Details of an upcoming book had portrayed Williams and his father as wary of the quarterback playing for the Bears before they selected him first overall in 2024.
By Des Bieler | 2025-05-29

"I wanted to come here and be the guy and be a reason why the Chicago Bears turn this thing around," Caleb Williams told reporters on Wednesday. (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


Bears quarterback Caleb Williams spoke to reporters Wednesday following the release of excerpts from an upcoming book that depicts him as skeptical of playing for Chicago. Addressing reporters after the Bears concluded an organized team activities workout, Williams affirmed his "love" for the team and expressed his desire to "get this ship moving in the right direction."
"I wanted to come here and be the guy and be a reason why the Chicago Bears turn this thing around," said Williams, who was picked first overall in the 2024 draft out of Southern California before experiencing a turbulent rookie season in Chicago. After a 4-2 start, the team lost 10 straight games, a skid that led to the firing coach Matt Eberflus and offensive coordinator Shane Waldron along the way.
The Bears landed a coveted head coaching candidate in former Detroit Lions offensive coordinator Ben Johnson, bolstered their offensive line and added weapons for Williams this offseason. But the club was hit with a much-discussed "distraction," as Williams put it Wednesday, when ESPN earlier this month published details of Seth Wickersham's upcoming book "American Kings: A Biography of the Quarterback." A broad look at the experiences of past and current quarterbacks at different levels of football, Williams is quoted by Wickersham as feeling a "need to go to the Vikings" following a predraft visit with Minnesota and Coach Kevin O'Connell.
The Heisman Trophy winner's father, Carl Williams, is quoted as having told several agents, "I don't want my son playing for the Bears," and told Wickersham, "Chicago is the place quarterbacks go to die." Carl Williams is also said to have looked into his son spending the 2024 season in the United Football League as a way to possibly pick an NFL team as a free agent.
As Caleb Williams pointed out to reporters Wednesday, ESPN's piece on the book also detailed how he was eventually sold on the Bears.
"That last thing that was said in all of that I think is the most important thing, is that I wanted to be here," he asserted while acknowledging that he'd had "a good visit" with the Vikings. "I love being here."
Williams accurately noted that the Bears have never had a 4,000-yard passer and indicated that before the draft, he and his father had taken a "look at the history" of quarterbacks in Chicago. Until Jay Cutler set franchise records for career passing yards and passing touchdowns while playing for the Bears from 2009 t0 2016, those marks were held by Sid Luckman, whose Chicago career began in 1939. The Bears have spent high draft picks on quarterbacks in Mitch Trubisky and Justin Fields in the past eight years, only to quickly move on to other options.
"All of those were thoughts," Williams said at Wednesday's news conference, "and then after I came with my visit here, it was a deliberate and determined answer that I had that I wanted to come here."
Asked whether his father speaks for him, Williams chuckled while replying, "No."
"Actually, I shut my dad down quite a bit," he continued. "He has ideas, he's a smart man and so I listen. I always listen. I'm very fortunate to be in this position, in the sense of playing quarterback but also very fortunate to have a very strong-minded father. We talk very often -- my mom and my dad are my best friends -- so being able to have conversations with them to understand that everything they say is also portrayed on me, that's a part of it."
At the start of the news conference, Williams said of the ESPN piece that "this whole storm that happened, it wasn't something that we wanted to happen at this point."
As for his outlook following a rookie season in which he finished near the bottom of the league in passer rating, yards per attempt and expected points added per play, Williams said, "I still have all the confidence in myself."
"I think my teammates believe in me."
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Trevor Williams, Robert Hassell III play starring roles as Nats subdue Mariners
Trevor Williams's gem is backed by a four-home run outburst, including Robert Hassell's first big-league homer, in the Nationals' 9-0 blowout of the Mariners.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-05-29

Robert Hassell III slides under the tag to plate the Nationals' fourth run Wednesday night. Hassell went 3 for 5 with two runs, two RBI and his first major league home run, which was retrieved by the Nats' bullpen thanks to a generous fan. (Joe Nicholson/Imagn Images)


SEATTLE -- On a night in which the Washington Nationals did a little bit of everything in a 9-0 rout of the Seattle Mariners, what stood out was not just who did what, or how they did it, but rather when.
Shove aside, for a second, that right-hander Trevor Williams delivered six scoreless innings in his best start of the season. Or that outfielder Robert Hassell III launched his first career homer, a pulled flyball to right-center at T-Mobile Park that ended up in Washington's dugout thanks to a gracious fan who threw it back on the field. Or that, as Washington slugged four homers yet again, James Wood became the fourth player aged 22 or younger since 2008 to hit at least 15 homers by the end of May, joining Bryce Harper (2015) and Fernando Tatis Jr. and Vladimir Guerrero Jr. (2021).
These were welcome developments for Washington (25-30), no less instrumental in a win over Seattle (30-24) than any other detail. But its most significant progression, the one it hopes carries beyond Wednesday as a sticky indicator rather than a one-off, was its performance in those dastardly middle innings.
In April, that's the portion of the game in which their bullpen fell apart. For most of May, it has been when their offense has gone quiet. On Wednesday, it was when they were at their best.
"They weren't trying to do a whole lot," Manager Dave Martinez said. "That allows them to get back in there the second time through, and really stay on the ball."
After Luis Garcia Jr. and Josh Bell (first multi-hit game this year) homered on back-to-back at-bats in the second inning, the Nationals brought valuable information back to the dugout about how to extend their success into the later innings. But turning information into production has been difficult. Entering Wednesday's game, no team in baseball had a lower batting average (.183), slugging percentage (.281) and OPS (.532) from the third through fifth inning than the Nationals.
Before the game, Martinez said adjustments would arrive if his team simply watched closely from the top railing of the dugout. On the extreme end, Seattle right-hander George Kirby might tip his pitches. At the very least Kirby, like all starters, was liable to fall into patterns they might pick up on with a close eye. With two outs in the fourth, they appeared to find at least one.
"We were very aggressive the second time through the order," Garcia said through an interpreter. "He's a pitcher that throws a lot of strikes. So we were aggressive. That was the reason [for our success]."
Take, for instance, Jose Tena's progression. In his first time through the order, he grounded into a double play on a pitch in his weak spot -- up in the zone. But Kirby had been trying to land his breaking pitches for a first pitch strike. In his second trip to the plate, Tena, who crushes pitches down the middle, kept his weight back and doubled on a first-pitch knuckle curve to drive in two.

Nationals right-hander Trevor Williams needed just 77 pitches to get through six scoreless innings in Seattle on Wednesday night. He allowed just three hits and walked none. (Stephen Brashear/Getty Images)


Even their baserunning got better as the game went along. Mariners left fielder Randy Arozarena was late, and off-target, on his throw to try and nail Garcia on Hassell's RBI single in the fourth. So when Tena followed Hassell by slapping one down the third-base line, Guttierez sent both Bell and Hassell home. Arozarena was slow to get to the ball, then hit the cutoff man from shallow left. The cutoff man double pumped. The throw was off line again, spotting the Nationals a 5-0 lead. Hassell returned to the dugout and was beckoned by CJ Abrams for a high-five.
"For me, it's just learning from these other hitters," Hassell said. "We've got guys that have been here and done that. I ask questions, and I watch them, and hitting down in the order a little bit, for right now, it's definitely helped me. I got to see all the other guys compete off of [Kirby]. And he's a good pitcher. But just seeing the other guys do what I want to do up there before I get up there, it definitely helps."
The depth of their onslaught was perhaps most notable. Coming into the day, Wood and Alex Call were the only Nationals regulars with an OPS over .650 in those three middle innings.
So Wood got involved, too. To lead off the fifth, Wood pulled a ball that stopped right fielder Leody Taveras dead in his tracks, a 435-foot no-doubter that marked his 15th home run of the season and gave the Nationals a comfortable 6-0 lead.
Washington continued to apply pressure into the eighth. Hassell's first career home run was a sign of all the work he had put into his swing since the fall. Wood followed with a two-run double in the eighth, which brought his OPS up to an astounding .949 -- the eighth-best mark in MLB.
"I'm glad to get [my first homer] out of the way," said Hassell, who was hitless in his past four games entering Wednesday. "I thank Davey for bringing me back down to earth before the game. Brought me in and was talking about just being me. ... So I have him the credit for that."
Williams, too, adjusted. He had not completed five innings in either of his past two starts. On Wednesday, he baffled the Mariners with his fastball-sweeper combo, allowing some hard contact, but nothing that hurt him.
"The plan today was, if we're going to get beat, we're going to get beat in the zone," Williams said. "We did a good job of sticking to that game plan and not having those self-inflicted runners on or beating yourself up too much."
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Lamar Jackson and the Ravens are trying everything to take the next step
After another playoff letdown, the star quarterback shows up for a voluntary workout in June with an eye toward getting it right in January.
By Adam Kilgore | 2025-05-29

Lamar Jackson hasn't always attended voluntary practices, but he was with the Ravens on Wednesday. (Stephanie Scarbrough/AP)


OWINGS MILLS, Md. -- Persistent rain forced the Baltimore Ravens into their indoor facility as they gathered Wednesday afternoon for their second organized team activity, a voluntary practice with Week 1 far off on the horizon. When Lamar Jackson lined up in the shotgun for the opening play, a 50-foot-tall banner of the Lombardi Trophy hovered directly behind him.
Jackson's presence headlined a telling attendance for the Ravens, who have become acquainted with autumn excellence and January bitterness. Jackson often has skipped voluntary offseason workouts, but he showed up Wednesday. So did Roquan Smith, Kyle Hamilton, Derrick Henry, Zay Flowers and virtually every other key veteran of the Super Bowl aspirant.
Even star tight end Mark Andrews, a seven-year veteran without a contract beyond 2025 who heard his name in trade rumors this spring, participated in full. It can be a mistake to read anything into practices featuring players in shorts, sometimes running plays without helmets. But the Ravens' attendance, beginning with Jackson, provides a hint of their motivation.
"Everybody got the memo after the last game of the year," tight end Isaiah Likely said.
The Ravens entered each of the past two postseasons with a valid argument to be considered the best team in the NFL. They have just two playoff victories and one appearance in the AFC championship game to show for it. In their latest playoff exit, they lost, 27-25, to the Buffalo Bills after Andrews dropped a two-point conversion pass that would have tied the score.
The Ravens return 19 of 22 starters from a powerhouse that went 13-6, never lost by more than a touchdown and outscored opponents by 136 points over their final 11 games, playoffs included. Only the defending champion Philadelphia Eagles have shorter odds to win the Super Bowl.
For NFL teams experienced in January disappointment, May takes on a Sisyphean feel. It will take seven months of drudgery just to get back to where they left off. The Ravens' season will be judged by what happens if they escape the second weekend of the playoffs. They are fine with that.
"We're tired of finishing in spots where we shouldn't have finished," outside linebacker Odafe Oweh said. "We're just trying to capitalize. Guys don't have to be here, but we're here. We're putting in the work. It's a testament to what the goal is in the future. We've got the team. We had the team the past two years, to be honest."
No one felt the sting of the latest playoff loss more than Andrews. After a touchdown drive late in the fourth quarter, Jackson rolled right and flipped a short pass to his most reliable target over the course of his career. Backpedaling toward the pylon, Andrews tumbled backward, and the ball slipped through his fingers.

Mark Andrews said he is using a late drop in the Ravens' playoff loss as motivation. (Stephanie Scarbrough/AP)


"It's tough," Andrews said Wednesday, his first comments since January. "This is my life. I put a lot of work into this. Everything I do, everything I think about, is focused on that. It wasn't the way I planned it, but it's all part of the story. I've been using it."
Andrews had been the subject of trade rumors all offseason. Days before the NFL draft, General Manager Eric DeCosta said he hoped to keep "great players," in reference to Andrews, but was noncommittal about doing so.
"I think I'm a great player," Andrews said. "I've been able to do it at the highest level, the best of the best, for a long time. And I'm not slowing down."
The Ravens are not fully intact. This month, they cut longtime kicker Justin Tucker amid an NFL investigation of allegations made by 16 women to the Baltimore Banner that Tucker behaved inappropriately during massage treatments. Baltimore will replace Tucker with the winner of an offseason competition between sixth-round pick Tyler Loop and undrafted free agent John Hoyland.
Coach John Harbaugh, who had not addressed Tucker's release in-person before Wednesday, said the decision was made by him, DeCosta, team president Sashi Brown and owner Steve Bisciotti.
Tucker's departure may not be the last seismic move of Baltimore's offseason. Jackson and the Ravens probably will engage in contract discussions before Week 1. Jackson, who represents himself, and the Ravens settled tumultuous negotiations with a five-year, $260 million contract extension just two years ago. But the NFL quarterback salary scale churns at head-spinning speed. After Brock Purdy signed a five-year, $265 million extension and Josh Allen restructured his deal to earn $55 million per year, Jackson's deal now makes him the 10th-highest-paid quarterback in the NFL at $52 million per season.
The Ravens have additional incentive to redo Jackson's contract because of the $74.5 million salary cap hit scheduled to come in 2026. They can restore his rightful place at or near the top of the quarterback pay hierarchy and push more salary cap cash deeper into the future.
On a rainy Wednesday, that could wait. May practice or not, Jackson showcased the right arm that helps make him perhaps the NFL's best player. He rifled accurate throws over the middle and dropped deep rainbows into tiny windows.
After a string of great throws, one ball sailed over his intended receiver's fingertips. Jackson didn't need to be there. The season will not arrive for more than three months. For a franchise tired of ultimate disappointment, there was no moment to waste. Jackson bent down and smacked the turf with both hands.
"He's ready," Harbaugh said. "He's ready to get going. What you saw today with him is indicative of everybody."
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D.C. United ends goal drought with dose of drama for draw with Revolution
"We needed a special play," Coach Troy Lesesne said after Pirani's strike ended a run of nearly 500 minutes of game time without a goal.
By Steven Goff | 2025-05-29

D.C. United teammates celebrate with midfielder Gabriel Pirani, right, after the Brazilian earned D.C. a point with a stoppage-time goal against New England, (Hannah Foslien/Imagn Images) 


Weeks had passed since D.C. United last scored in league play, match after winless match as the toothless MLS club tumbled down the Eastern Conference standings. Wednesday's disheveled affair against the New England Revolution was clunking along on a similarly empty path when, as the 90th minute gave way to stoppage time, Gabriel Pirani smashed a shot of power and purity.
The goal by the Brazilian substitute -- a 19-yard one-timer that rocketed into the top near corner of the net -- earned not only a 1-1 draw but a coveted moment of happiness for his wayward team.
"We needed a special play," Coach Troy Lesesne said. "And Gabby does make special plays. ... We needed that moment because everyone recognizes it could have been a match where it ends 1-0 and it's a different conversation."
Pirani's first of the year ended United's scoreless rut at 495 minutes. It had gone without a goal in its previous four MLS matches.
"You could see that we really didn't create much," Pirani said through an interpreter. "But sometimes soccer is like that, where if you keep at it and keep pushing, good things will come."
It came amid a rough season for Pirani, who excelled late last year and earned starts this season before losing his place, then hurting his knee. He entered Wednesday in the 81st minute.
"Now he's getting back in the mix," Lesesne said. "This is a big moment for him, and you can see what it means to him, too."

Aljaz Ivacic can't reach Gabriel Pirani's screamer at the start of second-half stoppage time at Audi Field. (Scott Taetsch/Getty Images)


Without top scorer Christian Benteke for the third consecutive match, D.C. (3-7-6) generated few high-quality scoring chances and conceded Ilay Feingold's goal in first-half stoppage time before an announced crowd of 10,645.
Late in the match, though, Pirani and subs Randall Leal, Jared Stroud and Kristian Fletcher brought sustained pressure. Stroud's long-distance bid missed by a whisker. Multiple chances were blocked in the box, including Stroud's, which deflected into Pirani's path for the booming left-footer.
"We lose that one, we're probably heads down, feeling it a little more," defender Aaron Herrera said. "That gives us a little a little bump, a little bump of positivity."
Pirani's goal came against a New England team (5-4-5) that entered the night with the second-fewest goals conceded in the league. Caleb Porter's team is unbeaten in six straight on the road and eight overall.
The goal was just the 14th of the year for United, which has been shut out seven times. Before Pirani's heroics, United had not scored in league play since first-half stoppage time against Colorado on May 3.
Until the goal, United did not have much working. In the 23rd minute, D.C. made the case for a red card to New England's Matt Polster, who slid hard into Boris Enow's ankle and received a yellow card. Video assistant referee Jose Carlos Rivero cleared Polster of the more serious penalty.
Neither team created any serious chances in the first half -- not surprising from United but subpar for the Revolution, which netted three goals twice in the previous three matches.
It was a bland half that probably deserved to end scoreless. In stoppage time, though, United crumbled.
Revolution star Carles Gil unlocked D.C.'s soft resistance with a lovely through ball to Brandon Bye on the right flank. Goalkeeper Luis Barraza rushed off his line -- but not in time to intervene. Herrera deflected Bye's cross into the path of the onrushing Feingold for a 12-yard one-timer and his first MLS goal.
In the second half, Barraza kept it close with two excellent saves. United did place the ball in the net, but Jacob Murrell handled it before shooting from close range.
After Pirani's goal, New England's Luis Diaz put a fright into United on the last touch of the match -- a low sizzler that barely missed the far corner.
"We're finding ways to create chances," defender Lucas Bartlett said. "It seemed like we created a lot more than we did the last couple games. It's taken an army to do it, but I think we're all fighting for it."
Here's what else to know about United's draw:
Midfielder Jackson Hopkins, who had made four appearances across all competitions since returning from a long-term ankle injury, sat out Wednesday with a hip ailment suffered Saturday.
"It looks like it's an injury that's not going to be anything too long term, and hopefully by the end of the week, he's back in training a little bit," Lesesne said. "That's a really positive sign from the initial moment that it happened, because we were all concerned about potentially losing him for a longer period of time."
Benteke (sprained ankle) is "still a few weeks away from really being back in training" and doesn't have a definitive timeline, Lesesne said.
Forward Dominique Badji (hamstring) was reintegrated into team training, while Lukas MacNaughton (hamstring) is in individual training.
United's U.S. Open Cup quarterfinal at Nashville SC will take place at 9 p.m. July 9 on Paramount+, organizers announced. With a victory, D.C. would visit the New York Red Bulls or host the Philadelphia Union on Sept. 16 or 17. The Oct. 1 championship match will be hosted by the West bracket finalist: Austin, Chicago, Minnesota or San Jose.
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A freshman lineman is killed in his Mississippi hometown and Baylor mourns
Defensive lineman Alex Foster was killed amid what the mayor of his hometown of Greenville described as "a surge in violent crimes." 
By Des Bieler | 2025-05-29

"We are heartbroken by the unexpected loss of Alex Foster," Baylor's coach and athletic director said in a joint statement. (LM Otero/AP)


Baylor's football program mourned the loss Wednesday of Alex Foster, an 18-year-old defensive lineman who was set for his redshirt freshman season. According to multiple reports, Foster was killed by gunfire in his hometown of Greenville, Mississippi.
Greenville police officers were called to the scene of a shooting just after midnight and discovered a man in a car suffering from gunshot wounds, a police spokesperson told the Associated Press. The spokesperson said the man was transported to a hospital, where he died shortly thereafter. A coroner's office confirmed to the AP and to the Clarion Ledger that the man was Foster.
The Mississippi state medical examiner's office and Greenville police did not immediately respond Wednesday night to requests for further comment. Earlier in the day, Baylor released a statement about Foster's death without touching on its circumstances.
"We are heartbroken by the unexpected loss of Alex Foster, a beloved teammate, friend and a cherished part of the Baylor Family," Bears Coach Dave Aranda and Athletic Director Mack Rhoades said in a joint statement. "Our thoughts and prayers are with Alex's family and all those who loved him. In this time of deep sorrow, we draw strength from our faith and the unwavering love of the Baylor community. Our immediate focus is on supporting Alex's family and his teammates through this devastating loss. Alex's memory will forever be a part of Baylor University."
Foster's shooting came amid what Greenville Mayor Errick D. Simmons (D) described Wednesday as "a surge in violent crimes." Simmons announced a state of emergency in the town of approximately 27,000, including a curfew from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. Nightlife establishments were ordered to cease operations and expel patrons at midnight.
"We cannot stand by as violence rips through our neighborhoods," Simmons said in a statement. "Enough is enough."
Touted by Baylor as "the best high school prospect in Mississippi," Foster arrived at the school in 2024. Before that, the 6-foot-5, 292-pounder helped Greenville's St. Joseph Catholic School to Mid-South Association of Independent Schools state titles in 2022 and 2023.
"We are heartbroken by the tragic loss of a young life in our community," St. Joseph Catholic said in a statement. "We extend our prayers and deepest sympathies to the family and friends of Alex Foster, a graduate of our school. During this time of sorrow, we stand together in faith, compassion, and prayer. May God comfort all who are grieving."
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Terry Bradshaw calls possible Steelers signing of Aaron Rodgers 'a joke'
The Hall of Famer said the former Packers and Jets quarterback should go "chew on bark" and "stay in California," not come to Pittsburgh. 
By Cindy  Boren | 2025-05-28

Terry Bradshaw isn't pleased with the possibility that Aaron Rodgers may play for his former NFL team. (David J. Philip/AP)


The ongoing offseason saga of whether quarterback Aaron Rodgers might sign with the Pittsburgh Steelers isn't sitting well with the team's four-time Super Bowl champion, who called the idea "a joke."
Terry Bradshaw, the Fox NFL commentator and Pro Football Hall of Famer, offered a blunt assessment of the possibility that the 41-year-old four-time MVP might end up in Pittsburgh, ripping the Steelers for considering it in a radio interview Tuesday.
"That's a joke. That to me is just a joke," Bradshaw told 103.7 the Buzz. "What are you going to do -- bring him in for one year? Are you kidding me? That guy needs to stay in California. Go somewhere and chew on bark and whisper to the gods out there."
If the ayahuasca enthusiast isn't with the Steelers, their top option at quarterback is Mason Rudolph, with Will Howard and Skylar Thompson also on the roster. Gone is Kenny Pickett, the team's first-round pick in 2022 -- and Bradshaw hated how the Steelers handled him, too, calling the team "a failure" in how it developed him.
"They throw a kid in there for two years, and you've got an offense that doesn't fit and doesn't work, and they can't run because their offensive line's not even good enough for a run-blocking team," Bradshaw said. "Now they're saying Kenny Pickett is a failure. He wasn't a failure; the Steelers were a failure."
Bradshaw isn't the only ex-NFL player calling out Rodgers for his indecision. Mark Schlereth, the former offensive lineman, called for Rodgers to attend the Steelers' organized team activities, which began Tuesday. With his future still in limbo, Rodgers did not appear at the voluntary workouts. Mandatory minicamp begins June 10, and Schlereth said he would expect Rodgers to be there if he is going to play for the Steelers.
"Listen, if you can be at some public venue answering questions about your career, could you be at OTAs?" Schlereth said on Fox Sports 1's "Breakfast Ball."
Rodgers, the man who could end all of the speculation, has been sharing his internal dialogue mostly in media appearances. In April, the former Green Bay Packers and New York Jets quarterback told Pat McAfee that he is "open to anything and attached to nothing," adding that he wanted to have his personal life in order before signing with a team. He told the "Joe Rogan Experience" that several people in his life were dealing with serious illnesses. "I've figured it out during the last year when I've been in the weeds with these people who are close to me that have cancer," he told Rogan, without offering specifics.
Just last week, he offered a veiled hint about the Steelers when asked during a Q&A if he might consider playing for the Chicago Bears. "No, but I believe there's a team that might play in Chicago this year on a road trip," Rodgers said. (The Steelers visit Chicago on Nov. 23.) "I don't know, not sure. Got to check it out. I love Chicago, though. Way more than they love me. It's been a great relationship -- all one way."
Rodgers, who turns 42 in December, has acknowledged that retirement is a possibility, too.
"This entire time, I haven't felt like I owed anybody some sort of decision at any point," he told McAfee. "This is my life. Like I said, things are different now. My life is different. My personal life is different. ... I've been up front with [the Steelers] about that and said: 'Listen, if you need to move on, if you need to do something, by all means. By all means. Nothing but love and respect if that's a decision that needs to be made.' But there's been no deadline. And, yeah, I've talked to [Coach Mike Tomlin] many times."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-05-29
MLB
6:45 p.m. Atlanta at Philadelphia (second game) >>> MLB Network
9:30 p.m. Washington at Seattle >>> MASN, Fox Sports 1, WJFK (106.7 FM)
NBA PLAYOFFS -- EASTERN CONFERENCE FINALS
8 p.m. Game 5: Indiana at New York >>> TNT
STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS -- WESTERN CONFERENCE FINALS
8 p.m. Game 5: Edmonton at Dallas >>> ESPN
GOLF
6:30 a.m. DP World Tour: Austrian Alpine Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
Noon U.S. Women's Open, first round >>> USA Network
2 p.m. PGA Tour: Memorial, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
1 p.m. Concacaf women's under-20 Championship, group stage: Canada vs. Panama >>> Fox Sports 2
2:30 p.m. French Ligue 1 relegation playoff, second leg: Metz at Reims >>> BeIN Sports
4 p.m. Concacaf women's under-20 Championship, group stage: Mexico vs. Nicaragua >>> Fox Sports 2
6 p.m. Copa Libertadores, group stage: Velez Sarsfield at Penarol >>> BeIN Sports
8:30 p.m. Copa Libertadores, group stage: Atletico Bucaramanga at Colo-Colo >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
5 a.m. French Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
6 a.m. French Open, early rounds >>> TNT
MINOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
Noon International League: Lehigh Valley at Norfolk >>> MASN
COLLEGE SOFTBALL -- WOMEN'S COLLEGE WORLD SERIES
Noon Texas vs. Florida >>> ESPN
2:30 p.m. Tennessee vs. Oklahoma >>> ESPN
7 p.m. Mississippi vs. Texas Tech >>> ESPN2
9:30 p.m. Oregon vs. UCLA >>> ESPN2
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Former NBA star Shawn Kemp pleads guilty in shooting, faces jail time
After claiming self-defense, Kemp reached a plea agreement on a case stemming from an incident in Tacoma, Washington.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2025-05-28

Former NBA star Shawn Kemp is facing jail time after pleading guilty to a 2023 shooting. (Elaine Thompson/AP)


Former NBA star Shawn Kemp pleaded guilty Tuesday to second-degree assault over a March 2023 shooting outside a shopping mall in Tacoma, Washington.
Prosecutors allege Kemp, 55, shot at two men who were inside a Toyota 4Runner as he attempted to recover items stolen from his truck, including a cellphone that Kemp used to track the alleged robbers' movement. No one was hit during the shooting, but the 4Runner and another vehicle were damaged.
Kemp claimed he acted in self-defense after one of the men in the 4Runner shot at him first. Prosecutors in Pierce County, Washington, had charged him with two counts of first-degree assault, both with firearm enhancements, and with committing a drive-by shooting.
Both of the men Kemp shot at have lengthy criminal histories, and both are currently imprisoned. One of them is serving a seven-year sentence over a July 2023 shooting in which he mistook the victim for Kemp. That man is also suing Kemp for emotional distress, loss of enjoyment of life and "other general damages" over the Tacoma shooting, the Seattle Times reported.
As part of the plea agreement, prosecutors recommended Kemp receive nine months in jail and one year of supervised release and pay restitution. His sentencing is Aug. 22.
"Shawn is committed to moving forward in a positive direction," Tim Leary, Kemp's attorney, told reporters. "He was presented with an offer from the state that allows him to take responsibility but I think also recognizes the self-defense nature of how this transpired."
Kemp did not comment.
Kemp was a six-time NBA all-star who helped the Seattle SuperSonics to the 1996 NBA Finals. After his 14-year NBA playing career ended, he returned to Seattle and was part of a group that opened a number of cannabis dispensaries. He also has campaigned for the NBA to bring a team back to Seattle; the SuperSonics moved to Oklahoma City and became the Thunder in 2008.
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Trump administration ramps up push as crypto ally
The administration's full-throated support of crypto is raising concern from ethics experts who say it overlaps with the president's personal investments.
By Shannon Najmabadi | 2025-05-29

Vice President JD Vance speaks at a cryptocurrency conference in Las Vegas on Wednesday. (Ian Maule/AFP/Getty Images)


President Donald Trump and his allies are deepening their ties to crypto, embracing the digital currency he once called a "scam" and bringing digital assets into the mainstream.
Just this week, Vice President JD Vance headlined a bitcoin conference in Las Vegas, while Trump Media said it would raise $2.5 billion to invest in bitcoin. And in a move that could affect millions of savers, the Labor Department rescinded guidance on Wednesday that discouraged 401(k) plans from buying cryptocurrency.
"There's a new sheriff in town," Vance said at the conference, adding: "With President Trump, crypto finally has a champion and an ally in the White House."
The administration's full-throated support of crypto is continuing to raise concern from ethics experts who say it overlaps with the president's personal investments in the market and could undermine the industry.
"The president's actions will make people outside the industry question whether his crypto agenda is promoting innovation or just promoting his personal gain," said Timothy Massad, who chaired the Commodity Futures Trading Commission during the Obama administration.
Even the appearance of preferential treatment can undermine efforts to regulate, some experts say.
The Labor Department's move "might or might not be a good idea," said Richard Briffault, a Columbia Law School professor with expertise in campaign finance regulation and government ethics. But considering the Trump family's business interests, "you can reasonably wonder whether the administration made the decision because it's good public policy or because it's good for an industry in which they are so invested," he said.
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment. Its press office has denied conflicts of interest, saying the president's assets are in a blind trust managed by his sons.
The price of bitcoin reached a record this month, after increasing about 16 percent since January and more than 57 percent in the past year.
Crypto's advocates argue it can liberate financial transactions from the control of government and financial institutions. Administration officials and allies echoed those arguments this week.
Vance promoted crypto Wednesday as a hedge against bad government policy, inflation and a "private sector that's increasingly willing to discriminate against consumers on the basis of their basic beliefs, including their politics."
Eric Trump, speaking at the same conference, said he would like to see "some of the big banks go extinct."
Trump Media, the money-losing company that operates Truth Social, said the purchase of its stock by institutional investors would help fund the creation of a "bitcoin treasury."
"This investment will help defend our company against harassment and discrimination by financial institutions," Trump Media chief executive Devin Nunes said in a statement.
Trump, for his part, has pledged to make the U.S. the "crypto capital of the world." He has also appointed a "crypto czar" and hosted the White House's first crypto summit. In March, he signed an executive order to treat bitcoin as a reserve asset -- something crypto leaders have called for at least since Trump's election.
Among the moves most criticized by ethics experts was the launch by Trump and the first lady of $Trump and $Melania meme coins in January, as well as the president's recent attendance at a black-tie gala with his meme coin's top purchasers. (The administration previously said that the dinner wasn't an official function and that the president attended in his personal time.)
Trump family members have also backed a bitcoin mining firm and a crypto venture that launched the stablecoin USD1 this spring.
Trump and his family profit when people buy his meme coin, which is a kind of cryptocurrency. Stablecoins are also a form of cryptocurrency, but with their value tied to other assets, such as the U.S. dollar.
Since Trump's meme coin was debuted, Trump-affiliated businesses have received $312 million from crypto sales and $43 million in total fees, according to a Washington Post analysis of data through mid-May. But for many small investors, the Trump meme coin venture has been a bust, The Post found.
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SpaceX Starship failure casts further doubt on NASA's moon landing timeline
The consecutive failures may have decreased the likelihood SpaceX can meet NASA's goal of landing on the moon in 2027, experts said.
By Joel Achenbach | 2025-05-29

SpaceX's Starship launches from Starbase, Texas, on Tuesday. (Eric Gay/AP)


NASA hopes to put astronauts on the moon in just two years, but a critical spacecraft required for the mission keeps exploding or disintegrating: SpaceX's Starship, the largest rocket ever built. Originally envisioned as a Mars rocket, it is also a key piece of NASA's plan to outpace China and land humans on the lunar surface for the first time in more than half a century.
On its ninth launch Tuesday, the 403-foot-tall Starship managed to reach space, but as it reentered the atmosphere, it began to tumble out of control and broke apart. The two previous Starship launches ended in explosions over the Caribbean.
The consecutive failures may have decreased the likelihood SpaceX can meet NASA's 2027 goal, observers said, a schedule that has already been questioned as overly ambitious.
Aerospace experts did not appear greatly alarmed, however, with several noting that Starship is a boundary-breaking feat of engineering and that, even when the skies are filled with flying debris, progress is being made. That was also the message from SpaceX founder and CEO Elon Musk on his social media platform X after Tuesday's mission:
"Starship made it to the scheduled ship engine cutoff, so big improvement over last flight!" Musk wrote. "Also, no significant loss of heat shield tiles during ascent. Leaks caused loss of main tank pressure during the coast and re-entry phase. Lot of good data to review."
NASA spokesperson Cheryl Warner said Wednesday that the agency is "encouraged" by the latest test flight and that each test yields important data. The first lunar landing "will use a different version of Starship for its human landing system than the early developmental version tested. We have confidence SpaceX will fully investigate every aspect of their test flight and address any issues."
Phil Larson, a former space adviser to President Barack Obama who is now a senior strategist at the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory, was similarly upbeat.
"This is to be expected and actually fun to watch," he said Wednesday. "This is our version of the space race in the '60s, updated with new technology, better rockets, reusable systems."
But Tuesday's test flight -- whether a "failure" or not -- comes at a delicate time for NASA and its moon program. Under NASA's elaborate plan and ambitious timeline for returning to the moon, failure to work out the kinks in Starship is not an option.

Twisted rebar and chunks of concrete litter a road after a Starship launch in 2023. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


The problems that caused the two previous explosions of Starship were resolved, noted Mamta Patel Nagaraja, an aerospace consultant and former associate chief scientist for exploration at NASA. But NASA's goal of boots on the ground in 2027 might be implausible, she said.
"The fact that they actually go to space, that at least is progress. Now, does it change the timeline?" she said. "Of course it's going to push the timeline."
Artemis -- as NASA has dubbed its program to return humans to the moon -- was conceived during the first Trump administration. In 2019, the agency set a 2024 date for landing astronauts, but the timeline slipped.
Artemis I sent an uncrewed capsule around the moon in 2022 without landing, and Artemis II, a similar journey with a crew, is supposed to launch next year. Artemis III, which aspires to land astronauts near the moon's south pole, is scheduled for mid-2027, NASA's outgoing administrator, Bill Nelson, said in December.
But the Artemis program has drawn criticism from outside NASA and even from Musk, who has called it a distraction from the greater goal of reaching Mars. President Donald Trump has echoed that argument as well. Artemis and precursor programs have been costly, on the order of $100 billion already, according to a NASA inspector general's report.
Some of the most withering criticism has been directed at the complex mission architecture, which has the feel of a system designed by many disputatious committees.
"The current architecture of Artemis does not make sense," said Robert Zubrin, a veteran aerospace engineer and president of the Mars Society, which advocates Mars exploration.

From left, Artemis II astronauts Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover, Christina Koch and Jeremy Hansen attend a Senate committee hearing on Capitol Hill in April. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


The elements "don't fit together," Zubrin said. "It's five separate elements which have each been funded for different reasons."
The current plan uses a NASA-owned heavy-lift rocket, the Space Launch System, to send four astronauts to lunar orbit in a NASA-owned capsule, Orion. Then comes what may be the biggest challenge: getting two of those astronauts to the surface and back again safely.
NASA has given SpaceX $4 billion in Artemis contracts that include using a modified Starship, called the Starship Human Landing System, to dock with Orion and then transport the astronauts to and from the lunar surface.
The lunar lander is so tall -- more than 160 feet -- that the astronauts will have to take an elevator to the surface. When blasted back to lunar orbit, they would rejoin the other two astronauts in Orion, which would send them back to Earth.
Major elements of the mission are far from complete or have not passed critical tests or design reviews. That includes milestones that SpaceX hasn't achieved.
To carry out its tasks, SpaceX has to launch a set of uncrewed Starship tankers to orbit to create a fuel depot. Fuel will then have to be transferred to another Starship that would travel to the moon. SpaceX also must land an uncrewed Starship on the moon before attempting to do it with astronauts.
"If NASA wants to fly Artemis 3 in 2027 like it's on the books, SpaceX should be doing its uncrewed landing demo on the moon no later than mid-to-late next year with Starship," Pam Melroy, a former astronaut who flew three space shuttle missions, including one as commander, and later served as deputy NASA administrator under President Joe Biden, said in an email.
"Although progress has been made in launch and recovery, the challenge is that SpaceX also has to start to prove the ability to have a fuel depot and be able to successfully launch Starships to it and fill it up with propellant, which is also required for a landing on the Moon," Melroy said.
SpaceX has demonstrated engineering virtuosity since its days as a start-up company two decades ago, and thanks to its Falcon 9 rocket is now the dominant provider of launches globally. American astronauts fly to the International Space Station via the Falcon 9 and the Dragon spacecraft. But although SpaceX wins plaudits for its achievements, Musk has a history of overpromising on meeting mission milestones.

NASA commercial crew astronauts blast off aboard a SpaceX rocket bound for the International Space Station in 2020. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


"Starship is an order of magnitude more challenging than Falcon 9 was," said Lori Garver, the NASA deputy administrator in Obama's first term. "Some of this is new ground. The size of the vehicle is unique. We've never done a reusable vehicle this large. It was also not initially planned for the lunar mission; it was planned for the Mars mission."
Musk has maintained since he founded SpaceX more than two decades ago that human settlement of Mars -- eventually developing into a civilization completely independent of Earth -- is necessary to make humanity a multi-planet species capable of surviving existential threats. He has denounced federal regulators who he claims have slowed progress on Starship.
"We want to enable anyone who wants to be a space traveler to go to Mars!" Musk wrote on X last year. "That means you or your family or friends -- anyone who dreams of great adventure. Eventually, there will be thousands of Starships going to Mars and it will a glorious sight to see! Can you imagine? Wow."
Standing in the way of Musk's dream are tremendous technical challenges and the wishes of Congress, which pays the bills and passes the legislation telling NASA what it must do. Congress is invested in Artemis. And NASA's "Moon to Mars" program makes clear that the one is a stepping stone to the other.
And the first step is still -- 56 years after Apollo 11's heroic journey -- a big one.
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The U.S. government's new strategic reserve: Billions in seized crypto
Two U.S. government reserves of cryptocurrency will be stocked with bitcoin and other tokens seized by federal agencies. See how much they will be worth.
By Lisa Bonos | 2025-05-29

A cutout of President Donald Trump is seen at a bitcoin conference in Las Vegas on Tuesday. (Ian Maule/AFP/Getty Images)


President Donald Trump signed an executive order in March that boosted the spirits of cryptocurrency investors -- and created a digital money mystery.
Trump directed the treasury secretary to create two national stockpiles of crypto assets, putting digital currencies alongside gold, foreign currencies and other assets in the U.S. reserve.
The assets are to include crypto seized by federal agencies in criminal or civil proceedings. But the government has not disclosed how much bitcoin, or which other crypto coins, it holds.
New data on what crypto cash the U.S. government has seized may now provide some answers. It suggests the crypto reserves will together hold more than $21 billion in cryptocurrency.
Trump ordered the creation of a Strategic Bitcoin Reserve, which Trump described as "a virtual Fort Knox for digital gold," and a separate U.S. Digital Asset Stockpile to hold other cryptocurrencies. The stockpile will be funded with whatever crypto assets the Treasury holds other than bitcoin, leaving the stockpile's composition to be largely determined by a mixture of chance and criminal conduct.

President Donald Trump with AI and crypto czar David Sacks at the White House in March. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


That unconventional method for selecting government financial holdings had the benefit of making the reserves cost-neutral for the taxpayer. It also provided a way to estimate what exactly might go into the two pools before results are released from an official accounting of U.S. crypto holdings that is underway.
Because government seizures are disclosed in court documents, news releases and other sources, crypto-tracking firms can use those notices to monitor which digital assets the U.S. government holds.
Chainalysis, a blockchain analytics firm, reviewed cryptocurrency wallets that appear to be associated with the U.S. government for The Washington Post. The company estimated how much bitcoin it holds, and the other crypto tokens in its top 20 digital holdings as of May 13, by tracking transactions involving those wallets.
The United States' top 20 crypto holdings according to Chainalysis are worth about $20.9 billion as of 3 p.m. Eastern on May 28, with $20.4 billion in bitcoin and about $493 million in other digital assets. It has been scooped up from crimes such as stolen funds, scams and sales on dark net markets.
Those estimates put the U.S. government's top crypto holdings at less than the approximately $25 billion worth of oil held in the U.S. Strategic Petroleum Reserve. Their value is nearly double the Fed's listing for U.S. gold holdings, although that figure uses outdated pricing and would be over $850 billion at current prices.
The Treasury declined to comment on U.S. government crypto holdings.
Before Trump's order established the crypto reserves, the U.S. government had not had a cohesive plan for handling its digital assets, said Eric Jardine, cybercrimes research lead at Chainalysis. It had regularly off-loaded pieces of its digital holdings through asset sales and restitution to crime victims, he said, apparently in part because crypto wasn't an asset it was considered strategic.
The crypto tokens headed for the U.S. Digital Asset Stockpile according to the Chainalysis list include ethereum, the world's second-largest digital asset, and a string of other crypto tokens with punier name recognition.
They include derivatives of bitcoin and ethereum that mirror those cryptocurrencies' prices, several stable coins designed to be pegged in value to the U.S. dollar, and 10 tokens tied to specific companies, including the cryptocurrency exchanges FTX, which imploded in 2022 after defrauding customers, and Binance.
The 20 tokens on the list are generally those with the largest market capitalizations in the $1.3 trillion crypto industry. Trump's March 2 Truth Social post that announced his intention to establish the reserves said they would include XRP, Solana and Cardano, causing their prices to jump, but none feature in Chainalysis's estimate of the top 20 tokens held by the government.
Trump's order said creating the reserves would centralize disparate government crypto caches and that "there is a strategic advantage to being among the first nations to create a strategic bitcoin reserve." Economists have warned that national reserves of cryptocurrency are likely to benefit only existing investors in the coins selected for inclusion, who could reap profits if the U.S. government's endorsement causes prices to increase.
There is broad support for the digital reserves from the crypto industry, which Trump has embraced. Lawsuits and investigations into crypto firms by federal regulators have melted away since his return to office. Last week, the president dined with top investors of a meme coin named after him that generates profits for Trump and his family.
Sergey Nazarov, co-founder of Chainlink, a crypto infrastructure company, said in an interview that the bitcoin reserve provides the industry a reputational boost, signaling the U.S. government considers crypto a safe-haven asset, like gold, currencies and government bonds.
Nazarov was not aware his company's own crypto token, LINK, appears to have a good shot at landing in the Digital Asset Stockpile until The Washington Post informed him. He called the coin's potential inclusion "a generally positive thing."
Chainalysis estimates the government holds about $1.5 million worth of the token, which has a market capitalization of over $10 billion, placing it among the top 20 crypto tokens by value.
Not everyone in the crypto community favors the U.S. government anointing cryptocurrency as a strategic national asset.
"The original spirit" of crypto, Vitalik Buterin, a co-founder of ethereum, said in a March interview with The Washington Post, "is about counterbalancing power," including government and corporate power.
Bitcoin, the first widely adopted cryptocurrency, was created during the Great Recession of 2007-2009, amid deep skepticism about traditional finance. Buterin is excited about the idea of governments embracing certain aspects of crypto technology. But the movement becoming too closely associated to "one particular government team or even a particular corporate team," he said, could violate crypto's original mission of decentralization and openness.
Austin Campbell, a professor at New York University's business school and a principal at crypto advisory firm Zero Knowledge, sees hypocrisy in crypto enthusiasts cheering the government's strategic reserves. The bitcoin community in particular "has historically been about freedom from sovereign interference," he said.
Campbell argues the U.S. government could put seized crypto coins -- and its gold -- to better use, by filling in some of the national debt or reducing spending. He would not oppose a crypto reserve, he said, if the United States were running a budget surplus.
Trump's use of an executive order bypassed congressional debate on crypto reserves but state lawmakers attempting to establish similar reserves have gotten mixed results.
New Hampshire and Arizona's governors this month signed bills paving the way for state crypto reserves.
Other states -- including Florida, Oklahoma and Wyoming -- have rejected or postponed similar bills. One common concern has been that cryptocurrencies are more volatile than many conventional financial assets.
A 2024 Pew Research Center report found that 17 percent of Americans have invested in, traded or used crypto. Among Americans ages 18 to 29, the figure was 29 percent. Some younger investors even consider highly speculative meme coins to be their generation's best shot at the American Dream.
One challenge to consumer adoption of crypto has been the need to invent tools and services to make it easy to manage digital assets. Owning crypto depends on a private cryptographic key a few dozen characters long -- making it easy to transfer funds but also to lose them or get scammed.
Some crypto enthusiasts and institutions store bitcoin in special devices not connected to the internet, to stop hacks. The U.S. government has lost some of its seized crypto dating back to the takedown of the Silk Road dark net marketplace in 2013.
"The government has built better and better processes of managing crypto assets over time, but there have still been some mistakes," Chainalysis CEO Jonathan Levin said in an interview this month.
The Department of Justice announced in July 2024 that it had awarded a five-year contract to Coinbase, a leading crypto exchange, to provide crypto custody and trading services for its cryptocurrency assets. The company declined to comment further on the U.S. crypto reserves.
Levin predicts there will now be "a greater level of sophistication" applied to managing and securing the government's reserves.
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Tesla investors ask board to make Musk work full-time 
In a letter, some skeptical backers of the EV company have also asked its board to add a "new, truly independent" member and lay out a succession plan.
By Trisha Thadani | 2025-05-28

Elon Musk has reimbraced his role as CEO of Tesla. (Dado Ruvic/Reuters)


A group of activist Tesla shareholders sent a letter to board chair Robyn Denholm on Wednesday calling for guarantees that CEO Elon Musk devote at least 40 hours a week to the electric-vehicle maker after spending much of the past year focused on federal politics.
The letter was signed by SOC Investment Group, which is sponsored by a coalition of labor unions, and other small investors that together own about 7.9 million Tesla shares -- a minuscule fraction of the company's 3.2 billion outstanding shares. It arrived amid investor and employee frustration over the impact Musk's role with the Trump administration has had on the company's sales and reputation.
Tesla's most recent earnings call last month revealed a 71 percent drop in profits and a 13 percent slide in sales compared with the same quarter in 2024. Experts and analysts largely attribute that hit to Musk's work with the U.S. DOGE Service, where he has inspired sweeping job and budget cuts in the federal government. The company's stock has fallen about 24 percent from a high in December, though it has recovered in recent days as the billionaire says he is retreating from Washington politics to refocus on his companies.
"The current crisis at Tesla puts into sharp focus the long-term problems at the company stemming from the CEO's absence, which is amplified by a Board that appears largely uninterested and unwilling to act in the best interest of all Tesla shareholders by demanding Mr. Musk's full-time attention on Tesla," the letter said. It added, "Tesla's stock price volatility, declining sales, as well as disconcerting reports regarding the company's human rights practices, and a plummeting global reputation are cause for serious concern."
Musk, Denholm and Tesla did not respond to requests for comment.
The letter also called on Denholm to create a clear long- and short-term succession plan for management and to outline a policy that specifically limits outside board commitments at other public and private companies. The shareholders also urged the board to appoint "at least one new truly independent director with no personal ties to other Board members."
Tesla's board has been criticized in the past for its deference to Musk. In a December ruling against restoring a $56 billion pay package that the board granted Musk in 2018, a Delaware judge criticized Musk's close ties to members of the board, which include his brother. That case, brought in 2018 by a shareholder with only nine Tesla shares, prompted Musk to reincorporate Tesla in Texas.
The Wall Street Journal reported several weeks ago that Tesla's board was searching for a new CEO. Denholm called the report "absolutely false" in a post on X, writing, "the Board is highly confident in [Musk's] ability to continue executing on the exciting growth plan ahead."
Several of the signatories of Wednesday's letter were also part of a group last year that opposed the ratification of Musk's 2018 pay package, saying the CEO was too distracted by his several other companies. At the time, the group of investors said that "the Board continues to allow Musk to be overcommitted, not demanding that he devote his attention to his role as CEO and 'Technoking' of Tesla."
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What is the U.S. Court of International Trade, which halted Trump's tariffs?
Federal judges ruled that the president had gone beyond his authority in imposing levies on goods imported from around the world.
By Tobi Raji | 2025-05-29

The exterior of the United States Court of International Trade in New York City. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


A panel of federal judges blocked most of President Donald Trump's tariffs Wednesday, ruling that the president had exceeded his authority in imposing the sweeping levies on goods imported from around the world.
The ruling, which marked the latest blow to the Trump administration agenda, came from the little-known United States Court of International Trade, which has exclusive jurisdictional authority over such matters.
Here's what to know about the specialized court.
Established by the Customs Courts Act of 1980, the Court of International Trade is a federal court that oversees disputes involving customs and international trade law, such as unfair trade practices and enforcement.
The court was founded under Article III of the Constitution, which created the judicial branch of the federal government. Like the other Article III courts -- the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. courts of appeals and the U.S. district courts -- the Court of International Trade is overseen by the Judicial Conference, the policymaking body of the federal court system.
The Court of International Trade is based in New York City but has jurisdiction across the country and is authorized to hold hearings in foreign countries.
Under the Customs Courts Act of 1980, the court has "exclusive jurisdictional authority to decide any civil action against the United States, its officers, or its agencies arising out of any law pertaining to international trade," according to its website.
The court also oversees lawsuits brought by the U.S. government concerning import transactions, counterclaims and cross-claims.
The chief judge typically assigns each case to one judge. However, disputes with broad implications or those concerning the constitutionality of an act of Congress or a presidential proclamation or executive order may be assigned to a three-judge panel.
There are nine active lifetime-appointed judges on the Court of International Trade: Chief Judge Mark A. Barnett, M. Miller Baker, Jennifer Choe-Groves, Gary S. Katzmann, Claire R. Kelly, Joseph A. Laroski Jr., Timothy M. Reif, Stephen Alexander Vaden and Lisa W. Wang.
Katzmann, Reif and Judge Jane A. Restani -- a judge appointed by Ronald Reagan and now in senior status, a form of semi-retirement -- presided over the Trump tariffs case.
Each judge is nominated by the president and confirmed by the Senate. Six of the nine active judges were nominated and confirmed under Democratic presidents. The remaining three -- Baker, Reif and Vaden -- were appointed by Trump.
The Trump administration will likely appeal the ruling and could seek an emergency stay, which would reinstate the tariffs at least temporarily.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit hears all appeals originating from the Court of International Trade. The case could eventually be appealed to the Supreme Court, which has the final say.
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Why a sweet, slightly sinister elf named Labubu is inescapable right now
Labubu plush dolls have become a fashion trend, with celebrities and teens alike clipping them to their bags and belts.
By Shane O'Neill | 2025-05-29

Labubu charms are so chic, they even showed up on the arm of designer Zufi Alexander at Cannes this month. (Raimonda Kulikauskiene/Getty Images)


In late November, Casey Lewis began her "After School" newsletter by announcing, "We've officially hit peak 'bag charm.'" She cited a spate of stories from the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal and the Strategist about women of all ages clipping key chains and jewelry to their purses as evidence that "the trend's days are numbered."
But just a week before, Lewis had also included an item about a new toy taking Asia by storm: an elf with a toothy, mischievous smile in a plush suit named Labubu.
Several months later, Labubu is more popular than ever -- and the plush dolls can be seen dangling from purses next to other clattering charms nationwide.
Lewis is known to have her finger on the pulse of Gen Z and its consumer habits, but she admits that her grim assessment of the bag charm was premature.
"The Labubu thing came out of nowhere, to me at least," Lewis said. "That is one of the most fun but also the most befuddling things about trend cycles today: It's so hard to know what's next and what will catch on and what the velocity of the trend will be."
Thanks to Labubu, the bag charm trend has lived to see another day.
How did we get here? The answer involves Jane Birkin, Miuccia Prada, economic anxiety, tiny Kewpie dolls with fruits on their heads and summer camp arts and crafts.
But first: Labubu.
"Labubu" is the name of a character from The Monsters, a children's book series. She's an elf who usually wears fuzzy onesies in various colors.
Kasing Lung is the Hong Kong-based artist who created The Monsters in 2015. In 2019, Lung partnered with the Chinese company Pop Mart to exclusively sell toy versions of Labubu. Prices range from hundreds of dollars for rare dolls to less than $30 for most smaller Labubu key chains.
It's too early to determine whether Labubu will ever reach the mythical status and epic sales figures of, say, Hello Kitty. But her rapid rise is remarkable. According to Pop Mart, The Monsters merchandise generated $419.31 million globally in 2024, with Labubu accounting for the majority of those sales.
Celebrities such as Rihanna, Dua Lipa and Blackpink's Lisa have been spotted with Labubu key chains trailing from their purses and belt loops. NBA basketball player Dillon "the Villain" Brooks has been photographed more than once carrying a bag with a white Labubu attached.
Labubu's appeal cuts across several demographics: Miu Miu-pilled fashion girlies emulating runway looks, teenagers and young adults who love cutesy collectibles and nostalgic fashion fans who remember when Fendi, under Karl Lagerfeld's creative direction, sold "monster" bag charms made of fur in 2013.
Lewis also sees a parallel to the Stanley tumbler fad of late 2023. "In these weird times where people are trying to figure out who they are and what they stand for and what's their identity, having these collections of cute things is a way to say, 'This is me, this is what I stand for,'" she said.

Dillon Brooks of the Houston Rockets arrives to the arena before an April game against the Los Angeles Lakers with a Labubu in tow. (Adam Pantozzi/Getty Images)



Zufi Alexander wears an all Miu Miu look accented by Labubu bag charms at the Cannes Film Festival earlier this month. (Raimonda Kulikauskiene/Getty Images)


Just like Stanley tumblers -- which spread like wildfire first through tween TikTok, then through the accounts of their mothers -- the Labubu trend is fueled by social media. A twee ukulele song featuring what sounds like a baby singing "Labubu" over and over again has 11 million views on YouTube. Audio from the song has been used in more than 250,000 Instagram Reels, often playing under videos of people showing off their Labubus swinging from purses.
Some Labubus come in "blind boxes," a term for collectibles that are sold without the buyer knowing what they're getting until after purchase. It's the same principle as buying a pack of baseball cards: you might get something common or you might get something rare and valuable.
Blind boxes amp up the risk and reward of shopping, delivering additional dopamine to a shopper who finds a coveted item. That's part of what helped make Sonny Angels -- collectible Kewpie dolls with different themed hats -- a phenomenon among young Americans a few years ago.
But even at the height of Sonny Angels mania, we never saw anything like the scene at Westfield Century City mall in Los Angeles at the end of April, when TikTok videos of hundreds of shoppers running to line up ahead of a Labubu drop circulated online.
Shabnam Melwani, who runs a lifestyle brand called Sun Moon Rain, was at Westfield Century City when the scene at Pop Mart unfolded. "I cannot tell you, it was crazy," she said. Melwani said "there was at least 1,000 people there" before 6 a.m.
Melwani, 56, who splits her time between Singapore and Los Angeles, had just returned from Asia. She and her son had caught what she calls "the Labubu bug" back in February but hadn't realized that it had spread stateside.
She currently owns around 10 Labubus, but the number fluctuates since she frequently gives them away as gifts. When we spoke, she was about to go to the hair salon, where she was planning to surprise her hairdresser with one.
Her 13-year-old son trades and sells the dolls for profit and also gifts her with Labubu outfits made to resemble designs by brands such as Chrome Hearts, Chanel and Gucci. The unlicensed "designer" outfits are fake, but the bags she clips her Labubus to are real. A few weeks ago, she posted a photo of one of her Lububus in a (real) Hermes pink scarf, clipped to a (real) Hermes Kelly bag.
For a woman who can afford a Kelly (or several -- "I stopped counting my handbags a long time ago," Melwani said), what is the appeal of a toy made of plush and plastic?
"It's layers of reasons why I got into it," she said. She started collecting Labubus in the wake of the fires in L.A., which had damaged her home. "Just escaping into this little place of these crazy creatures in blind boxes was a fun distraction," Melwani said.
Her newfound love of Labubu inspired her to dig out a collection of vintage bag charms, including a whimsical robot made by Prada, she said. "The timing was perfect," she said, referring to how last year's charm trend helped fuel the current Labubu fever.

People look at collectible Labubu toys at a Pop Mart store in Siam Square in Bangkok on May 8, 2025. (Lillian Suwanrumpha/AFP/Getty Images)


Last summer, TikTok videos popped up with young women "Birkin-ifying" their handbags by attaching scarves, trinkets and key chains. The trend was inspired by Jane Birkin, who embellished her own beat-up custom namesake Hermes bag with necklaces, stickers bearing political slogans and nail clippers.
Demand for whimsical bag baubles was met by fashion brands including Loewe, Fendi, Balenciaga and Burberry. Coach's $95 cherry charm was a particular hit among Gen Z.
Miu Miu -- a line that has turned its propensity to nail the zeitgeist into massive profits -- sold a wide array of bag charms, including teeny tiny Miu Miu bags that you could clip onto your regular-size Miu Miu bag.
Some of their $440 cord "tricks" -- Miu Miu's preferred term for bag charms -- look an awful lot like the handwoven plastic key chains that you may have made in an arts and crafts class at summer camp. And in a marvelous example of fashion eating its own tail, TikTok tutorials began to pop up teaching you to hand-make key chains meant to look like the Miu Miu key chains meant to look like handmade key chains.
How would Jane Birkin feel about young women clipping Labubus to their purse in her name? "I honestly think she would have loved it," said Marisa Meltzer, author of the forthcoming biography "It Girl: The Life and Legacy of Jane Birkin."
Birkin herself carried a beloved stuffed animal named Monkey for most of her adult life. When her ex Serge Gainsbourg died in 1991, she buried him with Monkey. "She definitely understood the power of a stuffed animal totem, something that you want to have around you that you bring a lot of meaning to," Meltzer said.
Labubu also appeals to edgier, less-sentimental corners of culture.
"I think they've got that perfect balance of being creepy but cute at the same time," said Meg Ferry, who was in the process of getting tattooed when we spoke. "It just appeals to everyone."
Ferry, 24, owns the Karma Club tattoo studio in Lincoln, England. She's started making a name for herself by tattooing Lububus -- onto humans and the dolls themselves, which she adorns with bats, spiderwebs and stars.
Ferry clipped a few of her tattooed dolls to her purse when she attended a tattoo convention in Nottingham, England, at the end of May. They served as compliment magnets, conversation starters and free advertising.
So far, she has sold 40 tattooed dolls on her website and has 20 more that will be available soon. "They usually sell out in seconds," she said, speaking over the hum of a tattoo gun.
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Which Trump tariffs are thrown out? Which are still on? Here's what to know.
Here's what you need to know about the court decision to throw out many of the Trump administration's tariffs.
By Rachel Lerman | 2025-05-29

Many of President Donald Trump's tariffs were struck down by a court on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


After months of upheaval surrounding President Donald Trump's trade war, and the levies imposed on goods from nearly every country, a court has blocked most of his tariffs.
The federal Court of International Trade ruled Wednesday that Trump exceeded his authority in imposing broad tariffs on goods imported from around the world, once again throwing the future of U.S. trade into uncertainty.
The White House is likely to challenge the court's decision. For now, many tariffs have been halted. Here are the tariffs that have been struck down, and what you need to know about the court's decision.
Two broad categories of tariffs imposed by the Trump administration have been halted by the court's decision.
The global tariffs Trump announced April 2, which affected nearly every country, have been struck down. These 10 percent tariffs were imposed on imports from nearly all countries. Initially, Trump said those tariffs would climb for dozens of countries. But those "reciprocal" tariffs on more than 75 countries were later delayed and not scheduled to take effect until July. Trump also imposed a higher rate on imports from China, which was lowered after negotiations between the two countries.
The court also halted the 25 percent tariffs that Trump -- citing an emergency over illegal migration and drug trafficking -- imposed on many products from Canada and Mexico, and tariffs of 20 percent on most goods from China for its alleged role in facilitating production of the opioid fentanyl.
The court also appears to have halted Trump's order removing duty-free shipping for small-value packages, or the "de minimis" shipping previously used by retailers such as Shein and Temu, on goods from China, though the immediate effect was unclear.
Trump's tariffs on specific products such as steel, aluminum and automobiles are not affected and are still in effect. He did not use the emergency powers to implement these levies, instead relying on a 1962 trade law. Typically, under this law, the commerce secretary or another government official has to investigate whether the imports affect national security, so the process takes longer than using emergency powers.
The court considered whether Trump had overstepped his authority in imposing tariffs using a 1977 law that granted him emergency powers over the economy, the International Emergency Economic Powers Act, or IEEPA. It found that the law does not allow the president to "impose unlimited tariffs on goods from nearly every country in the world."
"The court does not read IEEPA to confer such unbounded authority and sets aside the challenged tariffs imposed thereunder," the three-judge panel wrote in its decision.
The ruling applied to two cases, one filed by 12 states led by Democratic governors, and one by five businesses that said they had been harmed by the president's inappropriate use of executive power.
The U.S. Court of International Trade is a federal court based in New York that oversees disputes involving customs and international trade law. It is made up of nine judges who are appointed for life. Cases are generally overseen by one judge -- though in the cases involving executive orders or acts of Congress, a three-judge panel can be appointed.
Appeals of the court's decisions go to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit and could eventually end up at the Supreme Court.
Major stock market indexes were trending up in after-hours trading on Wednesday. The markets have been tumultuous since Trump's trade war began, reacting with unease to the uncertainty of the policies and the tariffs, which have raised prices for consumers and businesses.
The White House had said even before the ruling was issued that it would appeal an unfavorable decision, so it's unlikely the matter has been put to rest. Shortly after the decision was issued, the Justice Department said in a court filing that it will appeal.
Apart from the appeal, the president has other ways to impose tariffs, so it's possible the Trump administration will consider other routes.
"I think people should not look at this and say, 'This is a definitive victory,'" said Joseph Steinberg, a professor in the University of Toronto's economics department. "It will be appealed."
Michael J. Lowell, a trade attorney with Reed Smith who runs the firm's global regulatory enforcement group, said he expects the court's decision would be upheld through appeals.
"I think this will stick," he said. "I think the administration knows it will stick."
Cat Zakrzewski and David J. Lynch contributed to this report.
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E.L.F. Beauty acquires Hailey Bieber's Rhode skin care in $1 billion deal
E.L.F., known for its lower-cost "dupes" of high-end beauty products, will work closely with the 28-year-old entrepreneur and model, who started Rhode in 2022.
By Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2025-05-29

Hailey Bieber attends the 2025 Met Gala at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York on May 5. (Dimitrios Kambouris/Getty Images)


Mass-market cosmetics company E.L.F. Beauty, known for its internet-viral dupes and affordability, has acquired American model Hailey Bieber's Rhode skin-care brand in a $1 billion deal, the company announced Wednesday.
The agreement includes $800 million in cash and stock to be paid at closing, plus a "potential earnout consideration of $200 million based on the future growth of the brand" over three years, E.L.F. said in a release. The deal is expected to close in the second quarter of fiscal 2026.
On Wednesday, the Oakland, California-based E.L.F. reported fiscal fourth-quarter earnings of $28.3 million and revenue of $332.6 million. For the year, the company reported profit of $112.1 million and revenue of $1.31 billion.
Bieber, 28, rose to fame as a model in the mid-2010s and was further propelled into the spotlight when she started dating singer Justin Bieber, whom she married in 2018. Her father is actor Stephen Baldwin, the brother of actor Alec Baldwin.
Bieber started Rhode in 2022, using her profile as a star socialite to promote products on YouTube vlogs that portray a glamorous lifestyle of hanging out with A-list celebrities and getting ready for high-end fashion events.
The Los Angeles-based company is named after Bieber: Rhode is her middle name.
"I always had big dreams for the company, and the most important thing to me is to keep bringing rhode to more spaces, places, and faces globally," Bieber said in a statement Wednesday.
She added that she will "step into an even bigger role" as chief creative officer and head of innovation at Rhode, in addition to joining E.L.F. Beauty as a strategic adviser.
Celebrity skin-care and beauty brands have crowded the market in recent years. Beyonce, Kylie Jenner, Kim Kardashian, Jessica Alba, Jennifer Aniston, Serena Williams, Scarlett Johansson, Drew Barrymore, Alicia Keys, Selena Gomez and Ariana Grande are among the many celebrities to launch their own lines.
A 2024 analysis by NielsenIQ that tracked 43 celebrity beauty brands found that they collectively surpassed $1 billion in sales for the first time in 2023.
"The sales growth of celebrity Beauty brands surpassed growth of the total Beauty category, up +57.8% while total Beauty is up 11.1% during this time," it said.
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Trump's 'Liberation Day' tariffs halted by Court of International Trade
Most of President Trump's tariffs were halted late Wednesday by a US trade court in a sharp rebuke of the president's signature trade war policy. 
By David J. Lynch, Cat Zakrzewski | 2025-05-29

President Donald Trump speaks during an event to announce new tariffs in the Rose Garden last month. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


A specialized federal court in New York on Wednesday ruled that most of President Donald Trump's tariffs -- including those on Chinese goods -- are illegal, upending negotiations with more than a dozen nations and creating fresh uncertainty for countless American businesses that depend upon foreign suppliers.
The decision by the little-known Court of International Trade neuters the president's signature trade initiative: the comprehensive flurry of import taxes he announced on April 2 under the banner of "Liberation Day."
Those tariffs sent the value of U.S. stocks, bonds and the dollar into sharp decline, causing global investors to rethink their habitual faith in the United States and raising questions about the U.S. economic outlook.
The trade court's ruling that Trump exceeded his authority in imposing tariffs on all imported goods brought an immediate, albeit perhaps temporary, halt to his signature trade war policy.
"The challenged Tariff Orders will be vacated and their operation permanently enjoined," a three-judge panel ruled.
Futures contracts on the S&P 500 stock index jumped 1.4 percent on the news. But a few hours later, the Justice Department said in a federal court filing that it will appeal.
The trade court's decision in a pair of lawsuits filed last month against the government applies to the 10 percent tariffs Trump imposed on all foreign products as well as the much higher levies applied to goods from several dozen nations. The president invoked a 1977 law that granted him emergency powers over the economy, the International Emergency Economic Powers Act or IEEPA.
The trade court's ruling also freezes separate tariffs on Mexican, Canadian and Chinese goods, which Trump imposed to coerce those governments into taking action to counter human and drug trafficking. But import taxes on specific products such as automobiles, auto parts, steel and aluminum will remain in effect.
"He took a big gamble doing this under emergency powers. That gamble lost," said Peter Harrell, a former Biden administration attorney who helped draft a brief from 148 House members supporting one of the lawsuits, which was filed by a group of 12 states.
The states, most with Democratic governors, said they suffered "direct financial harm" from the tariffs, which made imported goods used to provide public services more expensive.
The court ruling also applied to a case filed by five owner-operated businesses that said they had been harmed by the president's inappropriate use of executive power. The businesses -- V.O.S. Selections, Genova Pipe, MicroKits, FishUSA and Terry Cycling -- cited problems with sourcing and cash flow in the wake of the president's April tariffs.
That case was filed by the Liberty Justice Center, a nonpartisan organization in Austin.
"It is great to see that the court unanimously ruled against this massive power grab by the president," said Ilya Somin, co-counsel in the case and a law professor at George Mason University's Scalia Law School. "The ruling emphasizes that he was wrong to claim a virtually unlimited power to impose tariffs, that IEEPA law doesn't grant any such boundless authority, and that it would be unconstitutional if it did."
The court noted that IEEPA says the president may only use his emergency powers "to deal with an unusual and extraordinary threat with respect to which a national emergency has been declared."
Trump pointed to the merchandise trade deficit that the United States has run each year since 1975 as the "emergency" justifying his sweeping tariffs.
Wednesday's ruling also applies to other tariffs that the president imposed on Mexico and Canada, citing an emergency over illegal migration and drug trafficking, and China for its alleged role in facilitating production of the opioid fentanyl.
The trade court rejected those tariffs, saying they failed to meet the law's requirement that they "deal with an unusual and extraordinary threat." Instead of addressing the president's stated objective of curbing illicit cross-border trafficking in people and drugs, the tariffs were designed to "create leverage" to get other governments to do so, the court said.
Shortly after the decision was made public, the White House responded.
"Foreign countries' nonreciprocal treatment of the United States has fueled America's historic and persistent trade deficits. These deficits have created a national emergency that has decimated American communities, left our workers behind, and weakened our defense industrial base -- facts that the court did not dispute. It is not for unelected judges to decide how to properly address a national emergency. President Trump pledged to put America First, and the Administration is committed to using every lever of executive power to address this crisis and restore American Greatness," said Kush Desai, a White House spokesman.
No other president has used IEEPA to impose tariffs, and Trump's novel use of the authority sparked a wave of litigation. As small businesses from across the country lined up to sue, multinational corporations such as Apple opted to seek relief from the White House through private meetings and phone calls.
The government argued that the economic emergency law's language authorizing the president to "regulate ... importation" granted him full powers over tariff rates. But the trade court disagreed, saying the law did not authorize "the President to impose whatever tariff rates he deems desirable."
Legal experts have told The Washington Post that the lawsuits are likely to succeed if they make it to the Supreme Court. Tim Meyer, the co-director of the Center for International and Comparative Law at Duke University Law School, said the president is "overwriting" legislation that Congress passed to levy tariffs.
"When the White House is itself touting this as the largest tax increase in American history, I think that's going to make the justices sit back and think the Constitution gives Congress, and Congress alone, the authority to levy duties, impose tariffs and to regulate foreign commerce," said Meyer, who clerked for Neil M. Gorsuch, a Trump-nominated Supreme Court justice, when he served on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit.
The ruling adds fresh uncertainty to the world of American importers and more than one dozen ongoing U.S. trade negotiations, including those with the European Union and China.
The Trump administration is certain to appeal the decision and could seek an emergency stay, which would reinstate the tariffs at least temporarily.
The president's trade team also could try to impose the same tariffs using more traditional legal avenues, according to Simon Lester, author of the international economic law and policy blog. Relying on other provisions of trade law would take time and require the government to complete various procedural steps.
"There are other tariff statutes available, and I'm sure the Trump administration is prepared to use them," he said.
Another challenge to the president's tariff authority also is working its way through the courts.
Right after Trump raised U.S. import taxes to their highest level in more than a century, the New Civil Liberties Alliance, a nonprofit that has previously received financial support from conservative donor Charles Koch's foundation, filed a lawsuit in federal court in Florida challenging Trump's authority.
Last week, Judge T. Kent Wetherell II, a federal judge in Florida, said he agreed with the federal government's argument that IEEPA allows the president to issue tariffs.
But Wetherell transferred that case, on behalf of Simplified, a planner company that manufactures its products in China, to the trade court in New York,  so he will not be the one to decide the matter.
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Trump administration moves to upend $37B affirmative action program
The Transportation Department initiative, which serves an estimated 49,000 contractors, was a key lifeline for many minority- and women-owned businesses.
By Julian  Mark | 2025-05-29

Construction workers begin to expand California Highway 1 near Big Sur, California, in April 2024. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


The Trump administration moved Wednesday to dismantle one of the federal government's largest and longest-standing affirmative action programs, siding with two White-owned contracting businesses that challenged its constitutionality.
In a motion filed in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky, the Justice Department said that a Transportation Department program that has carved out an estimated $37 billion for minority- and women-owned businesses violates the equal protection clause of the Constitution. If a judge approves the proposed settlement, the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program (DBE) will be prohibited from awarding contracts based on race and sex, effectively ending its founding mission.
"Over the past five decades, the federal government imposed a policy of race discrimination in the roadbuilding industry," said Dan Lennington, deputy counsel at the Wisconsin Institute for Law & Liberty, the conservative nonprofit representing the plaintiffs. "Thousands of workers and small businesses have been victimized, and hundreds of billions have been spent, distorting the market and inflating construction costs for the taxpayers. That ends now."
The settlement is still subject to challenge by a coalition of businesses that intervened in the case after President Donald Trump took office, arguing that the program is essential to removing entrenched barriers that minorities and women face in the $759 billion contracting sector. First authorized by Congress in 1983, the program serves roughly 49,000 businesses designated as "disadvantaged."
"The Trump administration won't stick up for minority- and women-owned businesses, so we will," Democracy Forward, the left-leaning nonprofit representing a group of contractors composed of underrepresented groups, said Wednesday on the social media site Bluesky. "This coalition intervened in this case because of what's at stake -- not just for these businesses, but for the longstanding principles of redressing past discrimination in our economy."
The case was brought in 2023 by Mid-America Milling and Bagshaw Trucking, both Indiana-based transportation companies whose owners alleged they lost out on jobs when the agency began awarding contracts through the "largest, and perhaps oldest affirmative action program in U.S. history." The DBE was most recently authorized under the $1.2 trillion Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act of 2021, as well as through the $105 billion in federal funding for airport and flight safety improvements.
In September, U.S. District Judge Gregory F. Van Tatenhove, a George W. Bush appointee, partially blocked the program on the grounds the plaintiffs were "likely" to succeed on their claims. A permanent decision was pending before the parties agreed to settle.
The DBE program, which is funded by the U.S. government but administered by states, earmarks at least 10 percent of the federal funding for transportation infrastructure to women- and minority-owned contracting firms.
At the time of the ruling, the Biden administration argued that the DBE was necessary to help remedy the effects of past and ongoing discrimination in government contracting. But since taking office in January, Trump has issued a flurry of executive orders seeking to end any diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) measures by the government and beyond.
The Justice Department, which a few months ago defended the program under President Joe Biden, wrote in Wednesday's filing that it "reevaluated" its position in light of the June 2023 Supreme Court decision banning race-conscious college admissions.
"I'm not surprised the administration would settle a case like this ... because we know how they feel about diversity, equity and inclusion programs of all types," said Tony Franco, managing partner at PilieroMazza, a Washington-based law firm that represents government contractors. "This is one of those programs that is illustrative of the kind of programs that were set up by the federal government years ago in order to equal the playing field."
But Franco and other government contracting experts said the settlement, if approved, leaves room for the program to continue in some fashion, allowing, for example, preferences to be based on economic disadvantage instead of race or gender.
Colette Holt, a San Antonio-based attorney who has developed and defended minority contracting programs for three decades, said "firms that have achieved success through these civil rights approaches are likely to lose some opportunities."
"However, it is possible that a revised program would be race- and gender-neutral, and can still provide benefits to businesses owned by economically disadvantaged individuals," she added.
Even before Trump's return to the White House, a number of federal affirmative action programs had been enjoined by the courts on constitutional grounds, with plaintiffs alleging that the Supreme Court's college affirmative action decision barred the government from granting benefits based on race.
In September 2023, a Tennessee judge ruled that a Small Business Administration 8(a) program for minority contractors could no longer presume certain ethnic groups were inherently "disadvantaged" -- a key requirement to receive set-asides for government contracts. In March 2024, a federal judge in Texas ordered the 55-year-old Minority Business Development Agency to open its doors to all, including White entrepreneurs.
Those court cases were part of a broader wave of resistance to DEI in higher education and the private sector, as well as the idea that certain racial groups are inherently more disadvantaged than others.
Proponents of the DBE program -- and others that grant preferences based on race and sex -- say its loss could prove devastating for underrepresented groups in the government contracting world. Such programs were created in the 1960s and 1970s to address pervasive race and gender discrimination in the private and contracting sectors, the effects of which they say have not been fully erased. Supporters say many businesses will fold if the programs go away.
But opponents question whether the program was ever effective. Erec Smith, a research fellow at the Cato Institute, a libertarian think tank, said that the program had been in place for decades to remedy past discrimination and "clearly seems to be ineffective in accomplishing that goal."
"After an unsuccessful 50 years, perhaps it's time for a new strategy," Smith said. "Are the perceived disadvantages of marginalized contractors inherent to their sex, race or ethnicity? Are there race-neutral alternatives that can work to remove whatever obstacles impede the upward mobility of women and minorities in contracting? These are the questions the nation should be asking."
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Supreme Court walks a tightrope as it confronts Trump's power moves
The justices appear to be trying to avoid a direct conflict with the Trump administration while also blocking certain presidential actions.
By Ann Marimow | 2025-05-29

President Donald Trump greets Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. during a joint session of Congress in March. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. is navigating a fraught path, legal analysts say, trying to avert a direct confrontation between the Trump administration and a Supreme Court that has steadily expanded presidential power -- but not without limits.
The stakes are as high as any time in Roberts's 20-year tenure. He is committed to protecting the independence of the courts to "check the excesses of Congress or the executive," as he said recently, amid attacks by President Donald Trump and his allies on federal judges, including the justices.
Since Trump returned to the White House, the Supreme Court has granted him most, but not all, of what he asked for in emergency requests. The justices have allowed the administration for now to bar transgender troops from the military, fire independent agency leaders without cause, halt teacher grants and remove protections for as many as 350,000 Venezuelans.
The notable, increasingly forceful exceptions have come in cases involving the due process rights of migrants targeted for fast-tracked deportation.
It is still early in Trump's term to draw conclusions about how the Supreme Court will ultimately rule on the many lawsuits challenging the administration's most aggressive moves. Over the next few years, the justices could have the final word on issues including tariffs, birthright citizenship, firing independent agency leaders and more.
In handling the flood of emergency requests so far, Roberts seems to be taking a page from one of his heroes, John Marshall, who as the longest-serving chief justice established the court system's independence while studiously avoiding fights with President Thomas Jefferson that he knew he couldn't win.

A portrait of John Marshall, the former secretary of state and chief justice of the United States, hangs in the justices' conference room at the U.S. Supreme Court. (Collection of the Supreme Court of the United States)


Roberts "wants to avoid conflict with the other branches until he absolutely has to come into conflict with them," said John Yoo, a law professor at the University of California at Berkeley who served as deputy assistant attorney general in the George W. Bush administration.
Unlike the executive branch or Congress, Yoo continued, "the court doesn't have the sword or the purse. Its power is persuasion, and the justices understand that more than most people and are sensitive to it."
With both houses of Congress controlled by Republicans, the federal courts have emerged as the primary potential roadblock to Trump's initiatives, with significant implications for his presidency and the fragile balance between the three, coequal branches of government.
Trump has said that he has great respect for the Supreme Court and that his administration will abide by its decisions. Solicitor General D. John Sauer, the president's top advocate at the court, told the justices during oral argument this month that the administration views itself as bound by their judgments and precedents.
But the president's social media posts have shown flashes of anger with a bench that includes three Trump nominees -- Justices Neil M. Gorsuch, Brett M. Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett.
"The Supreme Court of the United States is not allowing me to do what I was elected to do," Trump wrote on Truth Social on May 16, after the high court's sternly worded order temporarily blocking deportations of alleged gang members in northern Texas.
The next day, the president circulated an ominous post from legal adviser and conservative provocateur Mike Davis, who said: "The Supreme Court is heading down a perilous path."
The escalating tension poses a serious test for Roberts's leadership and the Supreme Court's legitimacy at a time when the court and the country are ideologically divided, and when Americans' trust in the court has plummeted.
Many of the court's early decisions have been technical and procedural. In the case of Kilmar Abrego Garcia, for instance, a divided court directed the administration to take steps to return the wrongly deported Maryland man. But the justices stopped short of ordering Trump to make it happen. That gave the administration an opening to drag its feet in response to lower-court orders and to suggest that Abrego Garcia would not be returning to the United States.

The members of the Supreme Court in 2022. Top row, from left, Justices Amy Coney Barrett, Neil M. Gorsuch, Brett M. Kavanaugh and Ketanji Brown Jackson. Bottom row, from left, Justices Sonia Sotomayor and Clarence Thomas, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., and Justices Samuel A. Alito Jr. and Elena Kagan. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


Jeffrey Rosen, chief executive of the National Constitution Center, said Roberts is determined to protect the court and not invite a confrontation.
"He has a very sophisticated sense of how fragile the court's nonpartisan role is," Rosen said, calling Roberts's approach a combination of diplomacy and law. "He's trying to pull it off under extremely challenging circumstances, where it's not clear whether or not the court will succeed."
Yoo observed something similar in how the court handled Trump's proposed ban on birthright citizenship, which has been blocked by several lower courts while litigation continues. The court put off for another day big constitutional questions about the legality of denying automatic citizenship for U.S.-born babies. Instead, the justices took up the procedural issue of whether a single judge has the power to temporarily block a president's agenda nationwide.
"That's his operating system -- to try to delay having to decide these really controversial constitutional issues," Yoo said of the chief justice.
The emergency orders from the court have been unsigned, with dissenters listed by name if they choose. Roberts appears to have been in the majority in all but one of the approximately 10 substantive actions the court has taken so far.
Rosen sees parallels between Roberts's approach and the legacy of Marshall, whose portrait hangs above the fireplace in the justices' wood-paneled private conference room and who led the court from 1801 to 1835. Marshall facilitated consensus among his colleagues and transformed what was a weak judicial body into a powerful check on Congress and the president. But he was also careful not to engage in unwinnable battles with rival Jefferson.
"I am not fond of butting against a wall in sport," Marshall wrote to his colleague Justice Joseph Story in 1823.

The justices' conference room at the Supreme Court. (Collection of the Supreme Court of the United States) 


Most notably, in the 1803 case of Marbury v. Madison, the Supreme Court had to decide whether it could order the secretary of state to deliver William Marbury's commission as a justice of the peace, bestowed by outgoing President John Adams. The new president, Jefferson, did not want to honor the appointment, so Marbury sued.
Marshall found that the court lacked the power to grant Marbury's commission, keeping the justices out of a conflict with Jefferson and his allies in Congress who had canceled new judgeships. But the chief justice also used the ruling to establish the court's broad authority to "say what the law is" and invalidate laws that conflict with the Constitution.
Roberts invoked Marshall's legacy during an interview at Georgetown Law School this month, crediting him with establishing the judiciary as an independent, coequal branch at a critical moment in the nation's history.
"He is, I'm happy to defend, the most important figure in American political history" who was not a president, Roberts said, adding dryly: "A lot more important than about half the presidents."
Trump's early second-term record at the court is mixed. Roberts and the conservative majority have signed off on Trump's efforts to consolidate presidential power by firing rank-and-file workers and independent agency officials while litigation continues. Last week, a divided court allowed Trump to carry out the firings of Gwynne Wilcox of the National Labor Relations Board and Cathy A. Harris of the Merit Systems Protection Board despite laws passed by Congress protecting their tenures.
But Roberts and Barrett joined with the court's three liberal justices in March in refusing to block a lower-court order requiring the administration to unfreeze foreign aid payments for work already completed.
On immigration, in addition to telling the administration to take steps to bring back Abrego Garcia, the justices issued an extraordinary middle-of-the-night order that temporarily barred Trump officials from using a wartime power to remove alleged gang members from parts of Texas.
Melissa Murray, a New York University law professor and co-host of a liberal podcast about the court called "Strict Scrutiny," sees the court oscillating between two postures that she called "good court, bad court."
In the course of a few days this month, the justices said the Trump administration could not invoke the Alien Enemies Act of 1798 to restart deportations in northern Texas. They chastised officials for not giving those targeted for removal sufficient time to challenge their deportations and alluded to the administration's handling of Abrego Garcia, saying the detainees' interests were "particularly weighty" because of the risk of indefinite detention at a notorious megaprison in El Salvador.
Three days later, without explanation, the court cleared the way for the Trump administration to cancel temporary protections for up to 350,000 Venezuelans, some who have lived in the U.S. for many years.
Many of the court's orders are written, Murray said, as if the justices are concerned that Trump officials won't listen if they are especially forceful. In a different Alien Enemies Act case, the justices did not address the validity of invoking the wartime power last used during World War II. Instead, they said the migrants should have challenged their deportations in Texas rather than Washington and must be given notice and an opportunity to challenge their removals.
"They are trying to figure out what the right approach is that will engender compliance," Murray said.
The administration has taken an aggressive posture in court and in public statements. Vice President JD Vance last week took issue with Roberts's recent description of the high court's role as a check on the excesses of the executive.
"I thought that was a profoundly wrong sentiment. That's one-half of his job," Vance, a Yale Law School graduate whose wife clerked for Roberts, said in an interview with New York Times columnist Ross Douthat. "The other half of his job is to check the excesses of his own branch."
As much as Roberts may be trying to portray the court as a neutral arbitrator, Murray noted, the chief justice played a major role in creating the conditions for Trump's maximalist approach, authoring the court's opinion last summer that gave Trump broad immunity from criminal prosecution for official actions as president.
While the decision had the immediate effect of derailing Trump's election interference prosecution in D.C., it was also a broad endorsement of executive authority that seems to have emboldened the administration.
The solicitor general's office, for instance, has quoted from the court's decision in Trump v. United States to bolster the president's claims that he has the authority to fire independent agency officials who are protected by statute from at-will removal.
"It's hard for him to say that the court is just trying to call balls and strikes," Murray said of Roberts. The chief justice and the majority have "midwifed this movement and brought us to the moment we're in now."
Michael W. McConnell, however, a former federal appeals court judge, sees Roberts trying to keep the judiciary in its proper lane.
In the case involving USAID funding, the court did not directly order the administration to restart payments, but said the lower court "should clarify what obligations the Government must fulfill to ensure compliance with the temporary restraining order, with due regard for the feasibility of any compliance timelines."
"He doesn't want the judiciary to be enlisted as a combatant in this political struggle, and he's right about that," said McConnell, who was a Supreme Court law clerk at the same time as Roberts and now directs the Constitutional Law Center at Stanford University.
"The role of our courts and our system is to adhere to stable legal principles. Not to throw their weight on one side or the other. I think that's coming through loud and clear from the chief justice."
Walking that tightrope, McConnell said, means the chief justice may be unpopular with both sides.
"Our country is so divided. Those who hate Trump are mad at Roberts because he's not doing enough to rein him in, and those who love Trump are mad at him because he's allowing too many district judges to rein him in," McConnell said. "There's very little constituency for a sober middle ground."
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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House Democrat launches investigation of Trump's meme coin dinner
Rep. Jamie Raskin of Maryland demanded that President Trump turn over the names of the guests at the White House dinner for top investors in his meme coin.
By Cat Zakrzewski | 2025-05-29

Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland), during a news conference on Capitol Hill, says he will be investigating President Donald Trump's cryptocurrency venture. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


A top House Democrat on Wednesday night opened a probe into the private dinner that President Donald Trump hosted for top investors in his meme coin, seeking to highlight the ethical and legal concerns raised by the president's willingness to profit while in office.
Rep. Jamie Raskin, the top Democrat on the House Judiciary Committee, demanded Trump turn over the names of the guests who attended last week's gala after pouring millions of dollars into the president's crypto venture. The Maryland congressman also pressed the president to disclose what steps he used to determine the source of the funds used to purchase the meme coin, citing concerns that some of the money could have come from foreign governments seeking to influence the White House.
"Publication of this list will also let the American people know who is putting tens of millions of dollars into our President's pocket so we can start to figure out what -- beyond virtually worthless memecoins -- they are getting in exchange for all this money," Raskin wrote in a letter, which was first reported by The Washington Post.
Ethics experts and Trump's political opponents say the meme coin dinner was the starkest example to date of Trump's willingness to blur the lines between his for-profit business interests and his office.
Presidents have long participated in private dinners to raise funds for their political party or campaign, but the crypto dinner was different. Businesses affiliated with the Trump family -- not political entities -- profited from the coin sales, and buyers did not face the disclosure requirements and other legal constraints that apply to campaign donations.
Democrats are increasingly treating Trump's business entanglements as a line of political attack, as his family expands their investments in crypto businesses.
"Profiting off the memecoin is just the latest in a bewildering gamut of schemes in which you and your family have profited after your return to office," Raskin wrote in the letter, also citing the Trump family's business deals in the Middle East.
On Tuesday, Trump Media & Technology Group, the parent company of Truth Social, said it planned to raise $2.5 billion from about 50 investors to purchase Bitcoin. Trump launched his $TRUMP meme coins days before he was sworn in. Meme coins are novelty digital currencies, often named for online jokes, that tend to show wild swings in price and "have limited or no use or functionality," the Securities and Exchange Commission said in February.
An affiliate of Trump's family business, the Trump Organization, operates the meme coin alongside a Delaware-registered company called Fight Fight Fight, run by longtime Trump ally Bill Zanker. Together, the two groups own 80 percent of the 1 billion Trump coins.
In April, the Trump-affiliated business announced that the 220 top holders of the meme coin would be rewarded with a "night to remember" at his golf club in Virginia. Since the coin's debut, Trump-affiliated businesses have received $312 million from crypto sales and $43 million in total fees, according to a Post analysis of data through mid-May.
At the same time, the White House has sought to limit regulation of digital assets and pursued policies intended to legitimize cryptocurrencies, potentially increasing their value. Vice President JD Vance and Trump's sons spoke at a Las Vegas gathering of bitcoin investors on Wednesday.
"We reject regulators," Vance said during a keynote at the Bitcoin 2025 Conference.
Democrats have raised concerns that last week's dinner allowed crypto investors to buy access to Trump.
No attendee better illustrates that in their view than Justin Sun, the founder of the crypto platform Tron, who revealed that he was the top buyer of Trump coins.
In 2023, the SEC announced civil charges against Sun, Tron and two other companies he owned, accusing them of fraudulently manipulating the market. After Trump won the election in November, Sun invested $75 million in World Liberty Financial. In February, shortly after Trump took office, the SEC asked a court to halt the 2023 case.
Many other purchases of Trump's meme coin were shrouded in anonymity, making it impossible to track whether any of the money came from sovereign wealth funds or other agents of foreign governments. A Post analysis found the top purchasers of the coin included 28 "ghost wallets" that are virtually untraceable. Roughly half of the top 220 owners of the Trump meme coin have received coins from crypto exchanges such as Binance that say they reject customers from the United States, suggesting they could be foreign buyers, according to The Post analysis, which relied on data from cryptocurrency analytics firms Nansen and Arkham.
If the money came from foreign governments, the event could have violated the emoluments clause of the Constitution, which prohibits federal officials from accepting gifts or titles from foreign governments without permission from Congress, ethics experts and lawyers have said.
In his letter, Raskin also asked whether the White House or Trump's companies checked to see if funds used to purchase the meme coins were linked to terrorist organizations, drug cartels, or other criminal enterprises or activities.
The White House has said the dinner poses no conflict of interest, because the president's assets are in a blind trust managed by his sons. Asked whether the administration would commit to releasing a list of the dinner attendees, press secretary Karoline Leavitt said last week that she would "raise that question" internally. Leavitt argued that the event "is not a White House dinner" and that "the president is attending it in his personal time."
Raskin's probe is the latest in a string of Democrat-led efforts to shine a light on Trump's crypto dealings. Last week, Rep. Maxine Waters (California), the top Democrat on the House Financial Services Committee, introduced a bill that would prevent the president, the vice president, lawmakers and their immediate families from owning a proportion of a digital asset that would allow them to unilaterally make changes to the asset.
Rep. Sean Casten (D-Illinois) last week called on the Justice Department to investigate whether the dinner violates federal bribery laws or the emoluments clause.
"This is an orgy of corruption," Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts) said at a news conference last week.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/05/29/trump-crypto-dinner-investigation-democrats/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump's Air Force One deal with Qatar not final, despite U.S. claims
The delay reflects lingering concerns over legal liabilities stemming from a White House maneuver to transform a sale between the U.S. and Qatar into a "gift."
By John Hudson, Natalie Allison, Dan Lamothe, Ellen Nakashima | 2025-05-29

President Donald Trump boards Air Force One, departing for New Jersey, from Joint Base Andrews in Maryland on Friday. An agreement to acquire a luxury Boeing 747-8 jetliner from Qatar is still in the works, officials said. (Nathan Howard/Reuters)


Despite claims by the Defense Department to the contrary, legal teams representing the U.S. and Qatari governments have not finalized an agreement for transferring the luxury Boeing 747-8 jetliner that President Donald Trump wants for Air Force One amid outstanding requests by Qatar for Washington to clarify the transaction's terms, said officials familiar with the matter.
Qatar is insisting that a memorandum of understanding between Washington and Doha specify that the aircraft's transfer was initiated by the Trump administration and that Qatar is not responsible for any future transfers of the plane's ownership, these people said.
The delay reflects lingering concerns about legal liability stemming from the White House maneuver to transform what was originally a sale between two countries into a "gift" that Trump continues to tout as a major deliverable from his recent trip to the Middle East.
"[I] got a beautiful big magnificent free airplane for the United States Air Force," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office on Wednesday. "Very proud of that."
The outstanding legal work is not expected to scuttle the plane deal, the officials said, but the clarifications are likely to invite further scrutiny of the administration's claims about how the deal originated.
Trump initially said it was Qatar that reached out and offered him the luxury jet free of charge. In fact, it was the Trump administration that first approached Qatar this winter about acquiring the plane through a sale after the president made clear to aides that he was upset about delays of two Boeing jets purchased during his first term for $3.9 billion, officials said. Discussion about the sale later evolved into Qatar agreeing to provide the plane as a gift, a development reported previously by CNN and the New York Times.
A White House official, who like others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive topic, confirmed that the details of the plane transfer are still being finalized.
Anna Kelly, a spokeswoman for the White House, said there is no question, however, that the plane will be given to the United States free.
"As the president has said, this will be a sovereign-to-sovereign gift to the U.S. Air Force," Kelly said in a statement to The Washington Post.

A Qatari-owned Boeing 747 sits on the tarmac at Palm Beach International Airport in Florida after President Donald Trump toured the aircraft in mid-February. (Roberto Schmidt/AFP/Getty Images)


In recent weeks, Qatar has faced intense criticism from Democrats and some Republicans for the luxury jet arrangement. Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Connecticut) and a group of fellow Democrats introduced legislation to block $1.9 billion in arms sales to Doha unless the offer was rescinded.
"It's an illegal bribe that the President of the United States is champing at the bit to accept. That's unconstitutional and not how we conduct foreign policy," Murphy said at the time.
House Democrats, led by Rep. Gregory W. Meeks (D-New York), have introduced their own legislation that would block federal funds from being used to transfer a foreign country's plane to the U.S. government or to Trump's presidential library, as administration officials suggested he would do upon leaving office.
Democrats were particularly outraged about plans for the jet, appraised at roughly $180 million, to be transferred to Trump's presidential library. Trump suggested on Wednesday that his critics were wrong to worry about that, noting that the mega jet would be far too large for personal use.
"They tried to say, 'Oh, it's Trump's airplane,'" Trump told reporters in the Oval Office. "Oh, yeah, sure. It's too big. It's frankly, it's too big. Much too big."
White House Counsel David Warrington, however, wrote a memo in early March stating that the Defense Department could accept a gift of the plane from Qatar in two phases, initially to the U.S. government and then later to the Trump Presidential Library Foundation once Trump left office, said two people familiar with the matter.
It had appeared that the legal work was finalized last week after Pentagon spokesman Sean Parnell said in a statement that the "secretary of defense has accepted a Boeing 747 from Qatar in accordance with all federal rules and regulations." But the last communication between the legal teams was May 9, and they had not concluded their work, officials said.
The Defense Department declined to comment.
Trump's determination to complete the deal has been apparent to his aides since he toured the aircraft on Feb. 15 at the Palm Beach International Airport and admired its interior, officials said. "They're giving it to me," Trump remarked to those around him.
Trump "loved it," when he saw the aircraft in person, finding it far more updated, modern and spacious than the existing planes used for Air Force One, and appreciating that there were "more work stations" available on the new jet for him and his aides to use, a second White House official said.
Scrutiny of the plane deal since it was announced, just before Trump's visit to Qatar, has not deterred the president or his team, the White House official added. "Everyone thinks that we're scared of the plane situation, that we're not really going to do it," the official said. "We're looking forward to it. Everyone is going to love it. The press is going to love it. We're not cowardly."
The Trump administration has commissioned the defense contractor L3Harris to retrofit the Qatari plane and bring it into compliance with the rigorous safety and security standards for presidential transport. The work is to be done in Texas.
After Trump toured the jet, Air Force officials reviewed the aircraft and found that it was "very poorly maintained" and would require millions of dollars just to bring it up to satisfactory maintenance conditions, said one person familiar with the matter. The Air Force assessed then that there was no way the jet could ferry the president in its current state.
The Air Force estimated then that it could cost $1.5 billion to meet those requirements. To then remove the military gear and convert it for civilian use after Trump leaves office could cost an estimated $500 million, said two people familiar with the matter.
One of these officials said it was unclear if those estimates still hold true, because the president has the authority to waive certain requirements, former U.S. officials said.
"If the president said, 'I want this in a year and a half, and I don't care what capabilities it has as long as it's a luxury flying palace with my colors on it,'" then it can be done, said former Air Force secretary Frank Kendall. But he'll have to waive some security requirements, which he can do, Kendall said. "He's the commander in chief. Nobody's going to make him have those features."
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The Commanders have plenty of weapons, and only one football
Washington Commanders offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury has a good problem: How to keep all his talented players happy.
By Sam Fortier | 2025-05-29

Washington Commanders offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury will have more mouths to feed this season. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Washington Commanders offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury knows it's a good thing that one of his biggest problems this season will be ensuring all his talented skill players get enough touches.
"I've never had a great player that didn't want the ball, and so that kind of comes with the territory," he said this week. "But that's one thing I think that [Coach Dan Quinn] has created, where it's the team above anything else. And these guys that had their success last year and got their touches, they know bringing [receiver] Deebo [Samuel] in, there's going to be [fewer touches for them]. But we're going to be better. And I think when they're able to sacrifice for that and understand that the ultimate goal is winning, then it all works itself out. But you want those guys. I mean, I'll get cussed out a few games, but it just comes with the territory. You'd rather have really good players cussing you out than bad players cussing you out."
Is he right to be concerned? Historical data suggests the Commanders will take about 1,100 offensive snaps over the course of the season. There will probably more passes than runs. In what's known as "score-neutral situations" -- when the clock and scoreboard don't dictate run or pass -- Kingsbury called passes about 56 percent of the time last season, according to RBSDM.com, which was the eighth-highest rate in the league. While the Commanders could run more if they get better at it, it's still safe to bet Kingsbury, a former Air Raid quarterback, will keep the ball in the skies.
So if last year is a guide, there should be about 620 passing snaps this season. The top priorities will be star receiver Terry McLaurin, who has averaged about 125 targets over the past four seasons, and quarterback Jayden Daniels, who's an elite scrambler and will inevitably take some sacks, too. If he sustains last year's pace and remains healthy, Daniels will likely scramble about 75 times and take about 45 sacks.
Kingsbury seems likely to maintain the heavy diet of touches Samuel got in San Francisco, assuming the 29-year-old is in peak shape. Samuel ranked in the top 15 in the NFL for touches in each of the last four seasons, averaging about 95 targets and 45 carries. He'll likely be a huge boost on short passes, excels at picking up yards after the catch, and could make up most of the roughly 100 targets lost by the free agency departures of Olamide Zaccheaus and Dyami Brown.
Overall, it seems likely Daniels, McLaurin and Samuel will account for a little more than half of the 620 passing snaps.
The other 300ish? They will be battled over by the rest of the skill players, including a couple whom Kingsbury probably had in mind when he imagined getting cussed out.
The player likeliest to see a dip in targets could be tight end Zach Ertz. He is still an elite route runner at 34, and Daniels trusted him to get open in critical moments last season, but the odds are long that he'll see 91 targets again because of his aging body, his hungry teammates and history. Over the last decade, only six tight ends his age have gotten more than even 50 targets in a season -- Travis Kelce, Antonio Gates, Jason Witten, Benjamin Watson, Greg Olsen and Jared Cook.
Ertz could join that club, of course, but Kingsbury and Daniels now have more mouths to feed, including in the tight end room, where 2024 second-round pick Ben Sinnott is eager to expand his role (he had five targets as a rookie).

Brian Robinson Jr. is likely to lead the Commanders in rushing attempts again in 2025. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


It's reasonable to expect similar pass-catching roles as last season for running back Austin Ekeler (41 targets), running back Brian Robinson Jr. (25) and receiver Noah Brown (56), who played in just 11 games and seems likely to enter the season as the No. 3 wideout.
Maybe the biggest question mark is 2024 third-round pick Luke McCaffrey, who got three targets in Week 1 last season but finished with just 24. The biggest thing for McCaffrey, Kingsbury said, is "mastery of the system."
"Last year, we had him learn inside and outside, really kind of overloaded him," the coordinator added. "But you can see the comfort level is there this year. I mean, just watching him move around, he's not thinking as much. He's playing fast and letting his natural gifts kind of take over, and that's what we want to see. So, I expect him to take a big jump."
On the ground, Kingsbury will have about 480 rushes to distribute. The lion's share seem likely to go to Robinson, who had a team-leading 187 carries last year and whose value goes beyond his stats. His physical, tone-setting style is important to the team, especially in a bruising division, and he could be more effective behind the beefed-up offensive line.
Kingsbury will likely call about 75 designed runs for Daniels, as he did last season.
If Kingsbury maintains last year's rushing workload for Ekeler (77) and Samuel (42), that would leave about 100 rushes for everyone else, including depth running backs Jeremy McNichols, Chris Rodriguez and seventh-round pick Jacory Croskey-Merritt.
As rookies, Croskey-Merritt and fourth-round receiver Jaylin Lane face long odds to carve out offensive roles.
"I mean, it's a pretty loaded group," Kingsbury said. "They're going to have to kind of get in where you fit in with this group -- and there's not a ton of footballs to go around."
The most intriguing question, then, might be which frustrated player will be the first to cuss Kingsbury out.
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Jayden Daniels looks a little thicker, but he's focused on his mind
Entering his second season, quarterback Jayden Daniels declined to put a number on his weight, focusing instead on his game. 
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-05-29

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels might have gained weight in the offseason, but he isn't saying. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


The most pressing question at the Washington Commanders' first day of organized team activities was not about the state of their offense, the shake-up to their offensive line or the new look of their defense. It wasn't about the continuity of their coaching staff, with offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury spurning interviews for bigger jobs to stay, and it wasn't about the rookies.
The biggest question was whether quarterback Jayden Daniels looked, well, bigger.
During the second phase of the team's offseason workout program, the Commanders shared a photo of Daniels on the field appearing significantly more muscular than last season, leading to social media comments from fans and media.
"Put on a little muscle, eh?" center Tyler Biadasz said Wednesday with a grin. "He said what he was going to do, and he did it."
Added Kingsbury: "He's still pretty lean, but he's definitely worked really hard at his fitness and [in] the weight room. ... I haven't seen his weights, but I'm sure that he's a little bit thicker than he was."
And Daniels? Clearly aware of and amused by the chatter, he seemed to enjoy instigating it further, declining to put a number on his weight and choosing instead to focus on the start of his second season after starting his career with offensive rookie of the year honors.
"I was just working out," he said with a wide smile. "It wasn't like 'I need to eat this much.' Nah. It was just go out there and have a plan and naturally just put on weight."
Daniels's focus Wednesday -- and in previous weeks -- was on finding the weak spots in his game and improving. With Kingsbury returning, he has the luxury of playing in the same system with the same play caller for consecutive seasons, plus the added benefit of having more help up front.
The Commanders not only traded for left tackle Laremy Tunsil but drafted tackle Josh Conerly Jr. with their first-round pick. The investments were calculated and in part a result of their loss to the Philadelphia Eagles in the NFC championship game.
"You see in our division the team who just won the whole thing," Kingsbury said of the Eagles. "They built it starting up front and I think to try and keep up with those types of teams, you got to continue to do that and stock that room. ... We were really impressed with the line last year and the job they did, but injuries happen and you always got to try to get younger, and the more depth you have in that room, the better you're going to do."

Marcus Mariota, Jayden Daniels, Josh Johnson and Sam Hartman work out at Commanders Park. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


The Commanders' first big splash of the offseason was landing wide receiver Deebo Samuel in a trade with the San Francisco 49ers. His versatility should add a new wrinkle to Kingsbury's offense and give Daniels another playmaker.
"It's exciting when you're able to get players like that that have been producing in this league for some time," Daniels said. "I was most definitely excited. I was excited to get to work with them."
Although Daniels is known for his even-keeled approach, his comfort entering Year 2 was on display during the team's brief workout indoors. Unlike last offseason, when the end of his college career gave way to a lengthy predraft process and then the start of offseason workouts, Daniels had a reprieve this year to recharge. But he rarely strayed too far from the game.
"All he kind of thinks about is how he can get better, and [he] watches a ton of film, watches a ton of football overall," Kingsbury said. "... If he sees something or has a thought, he likes to reach out and talk through it. And so [our] relationship has really grown [as we're] figuring out where we want to continue to get better at."
That relationship was integral to the Commanders' success last season as they went 12-5 and quickly became a contender. The season ahead is filled with different challenges, including a schedule that's heavy on prime-time games and long road trips. No longer are the Commanders a mystery team; opponents have a full season of film on Daniels and much of their offense.
But the quarterback's mastery of the offense could dictate Washington's success. Kingsbury already has started to see glimpses of it.
"Just the comfort level, and then you being able to take ownership of it and understand it inside and out, where now you're correcting people, you don't even need the coaches," Kingsbury said. "And he's kind of getting to that point."
Still, in late May, when players are rotating to different positions and workouts are conducted without pads, neither was willing to divulge much information about their offseason work or the season ahead. Not even about Daniels's weight gain.
"That's up for grabs," he said when asked a third time about how much weight he had added. "I don't know."
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Terry McLaurin is absent for start of Commanders' voluntary OTAs
The 29-year-old wideout, who set a franchise record with 13 touchdown catches last season, is in the final year of his contract.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-05-29

Wide receiver Terry McLaurin was absent from the first day of organized team activities Wednesday. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


At the start of organized team activities, the Washington Commanders were missing one of their stars. Wide receiver Terry McLaurin, who participated in on-field work during the first two phases of the offseason program, was not on the field Wednesday for the start of the third phase.
The workouts are voluntary, but McLaurin, 29, has been a regular participant since he arrived in Washington -- save for the 2022 offseason, when he had a year left on his rookie contract and declined to participate in offseason meetings or workouts as he sought a new deal. He signed a three-year extension worth close to $70 million about a month before training camp that year.
McLaurin is in the final year of that contract, with a $15.5 million base salary this year that ranks fourth among NFL wide receivers. But his 2025 figure ($19.65 million in salary and bonuses) ranks 14th at his position, and the deal as a whole ranks 16th among wideouts in average annual value.
Cornerback Marshon Lattimore and recently acquired left tackle Laremy Tunsil also were absent from Wednesday's workout.
McLaurin, a third-round pick out of Ohio State in 2019, had 82 catches for 1,096 yards and a franchise-record 13 receiving touchdowns last season. Only Cincinnati Bengals wideout Ja'Marr Chase (17) had more touchdown catches.
"[McLaurin] got better and better as the season went on, not only as a player but as a leader," General Manager Adam Peters said in March. "It was really impressive to see him grow so much. You think of Terry as this pristine, polished player, but then he got even better, so it's really cool."
Last season was the fifth consecutive year in which McLaurin topped 1,000 yards. But it was the first of his pro career in which he got to work with a quarterback of Jayden Daniels's caliber. Their rapport was evident. Daniels connected with McLaurin on six touchdowns of 16 yards or more, including a diving 27-yard game-winner in prime time against the Bengals in Week 3. That play put the Commanders in a spotlight that rarely waned.
For much of his first five seasons in the NFL, McLaurin has been a face of the team, earning an outsize role early after proving himself in training camp as a rookie. Amid quarterback changes (11 starters since 2019), coaching changes and a slew of off-the-field controversies involving the team, former employees and previous owner Daniel Snyder, McLaurin was a consistent playmaker on the field and a voice for the team off the field.
"It feels great, honestly, knowing that all that weight doesn't fall on one person," McLaurin said before the Commanders' loss to the Philadelphia Eagles in the NFC championship game. "That's one thing that's different this year with all the leadership, all the playmaking, all the got-to-have-it situation moments don't fall on one person, one player, one coach. It's a collective unit that comes together who are very unselfish and want to get the job done."
In March, Peters said Washington hoped to make McLaurin "a Commander for a long time" and noted the team had talks with McLaurin's agents.
"I understand the business side of the things, and when he stopped coming out I understand his side of the story, so I just try to not get bothered with it and let him deal with it on his own and just kind of handle it on his own," wide receiver Deebo Samuel said Wednesday. "But when he was here, business was business, feeding off each other's energy and trying to get each other better."
Coach Dan Quinn and Daniels said they remain in frequent contact with McLaurin.
"Me and Terry got a good relationship outside of football," Daniels said. "He obviously has to handle what he has to handle, but that doesn't change anything with the fact that he's part of our brotherhood. We know Terry is working and everything, so we got to get better and he knows he's got to get better each and every day."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/05/28/terry-mclaurin-ccntract-otas/
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