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[image: Residential houses are seen destroyed after a Russian drone strike in Pryluky village, Ukraine, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: People clear the rubble of residential houses destroyed by a Russian drone strike in Pryluky village, Ukraine, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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                                        PRYLUKY, Ukraine (AP) -- At least five people, including a 1-year-old child, his mother and grandmother, were killed Thursday in a nighttime Russian drone attack on the northern Ukrainian city of Pryluky, officials said.
Six drones hit a residential area in the city shortly before dawn, injuring nine others, according to authorities. The child killed was the grandson of the local fire chief, Ukraine's Interior Minister Ihor Klymenko said.
The fire chief, identified by local officials as 50-year-old Oleksandr Lebid, "arrived to respond to the aftermath right at his own home," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said in a post on Telegram. "It turned out that a Shahed drone hit his house."
The attack came just hours after U.S. President Donald Trump spoke by phone with Russian President Vladimir Putin. According to Trump, Putin said "very strongly" that Russia will retaliate for Ukraine's stunning drone attacks on Russian military airfields on Sunday.
U.S.-led diplomatic efforts to stop the more than 3-year-long war have delivered no significant progress, and the grinding war of attrition has continued unabated.

    
    
    
Child's mother feared drone attacks
The mother of the 1-year-old killed in Pryluky was a police officer called Daryna Shyhyda, Ukraine's National Police said.
"Today our hearts are scorched by pain," the police force wrote on Telegram. "This is not just a loss -- it is three generations of life uprooted."
Liudmyla Horbunova, 55, who lives across the street from where the Shahed drone hit, said Shyhyda had moved with her son last weekend to her parents' house from her home in Kyiv because she was scared of potential Russian attacks on the capital.
"She ran away from Shaheds in Kyiv, but they found her here, in Pryluky," Horbunova told The Associated Press.
Firefighters worked through charred debris and extinguished the remains of a fire that engulfed the home of Shyhyda's parents, leaving only a brick carcass and scattered toys, clothes and a family photo book.

    
Drones struck across regions
Pryluky, which had a prewar population of around 50,000 people, lies about 100 kilometers (60 miles) east of Kyiv, the capital. The city is far from the front line and does not contain any known military assets.
The last time Pryluky was struck was in November last year, when a Russian missile hit an administrative building and injured one person. 
Zelenskyy said a total of 103 drones and one ballistic missile targeted multiple Ukrainian regions overnight, including Donetsk, Kharkiv, Odesa, Sumy, Chernihiv, Dnipro and Kherson.
"This is another massive strike," Zelenskyy said. "It is yet another reason to impose the strongest possible sanctions and apply pressure collectively."

    
US peace effort remains stalled
Zelenskyy, who has accepted a U.S. ceasefire proposal and offered to meet with Putin in an attempt to break the stalemate in negotiations, wants more international sanctions on Russia to force it to accept a settlement. Putin has shown no willingness to meet with Zelenskyy, however, and has indicated no readiness to compromise.
Germany's new leader Friedrich Merz was due to meet with President Donald Trump in Washington on Thursday as he works to keep the U.S. on board with Western diplomatic and military support for Ukraine.
Ukraine's top presidential aide, Andriy Yermak, met with senior American officials in Washington on Wednesday and called for greater U.S. pressure on Russia, accusing the Kremlin of deliberately stalling ceasefire talks and blocking progress toward peace, according to a statement on the presidential website.
Yermak, who traveled to the U.S. as part of a Ukrainian delegation, met with senior American officials to bolster support for Ukraine's defense and humanitarian priorities. He said Ukraine urgently needs stronger air defense capabilities. 

    
More people wounded in Kharkiv
Hours later, 19 people were injured in a Russian drone strike on the eastern Ukrainian city of Kharkiv. Those hurt included children, a pregnant woman, and a 93-year-old woman, regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov wrote on Telegram.
At around 1:05 a.m., Shahed-type drones struck two apartment buildings in the city's Slobidskyi district, causing fires and destroying several private vehicles.
"By launching attacks while people sleep in their homes, the enemy once again confirms its tactic of insidious terror," Syniehubov wrote on Telegram.
Russian aircraft also dropped four powerful glide bombs on the southern city of Kherson, injuring at least three people, regional authorities said.
Russia reports another rail explosion
In Russia, an explosion damaged a railway line Thursday in the Voronezh region bordering Ukraine, Russia's Federal Security Service said, as cited by state news agencies.
The damage forced 26 trains to stop running, Russian rail operators said.

The incident came after Putin described recent attacks on Russian railway infrastructure as "terrorist acts" by Ukrainian saboteurs. Seven people died and two trains were derailed after road and rail bridges were damaged in Russia's Kursk and Bryansk regions during the night between May 31 and June 1.

    
___
Hanna Arhirova and Illia Noviko in Kyiv, Ukraine and Katie Marie Davies in Manchester, England contributed.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-strikes-trump-putin-950b9b293dfb53b0da938275e5f3f3a3



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    World News

    Ukraine's drone attack on Russian air bases is a lesson for the West on its vulnerabilities




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                

    

    
        

    


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            Ukraine's security service released footage Wednesday of its attack on Russian war planes at multiple airbases across the country. In the span of a few hours on Sunday, nearly a third of Moscow's strategic bomber fleet was destroyed or damaged with cheaply made drones sneaked into Russian territory, according to Ukrainian officials.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows damage from a Ukrainian drone attack at the Belaya Air Base in the Irkutsk region of eastern Siberia, Russia, on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (Maxar Technologies via AP, File)]
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            This satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows damage from a Ukrainian drone attack at the Belaya Air Base in the Irkutsk region of eastern Siberia, Russia, on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (Maxar Technologies via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo released by Irkutsk regional Gov. Igor Kobzev's Telegram channel on Sunday, June 1, 2025, shows a burning truck that apparently was used to launch Ukrainian drones. (Irkutsk Gov. Igor Kobzev Telegram Channel via AP, File)]
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[image: In this photo released by Irkutsk regional Gov. Igor Kobzev's Telegram channel on Sunday, June 1, 2025, plumes of smoke are seen rising over the Belaya air base in eastern Siberia after a Ukrainian drone attack. (Irkutsk Gov. Igor Kobzev Telegram channel via AP, File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
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[image: In this photo provided by Ukraine's 93rd Kholodnyi Yar Separate Mechanized Brigade press service, soldiers use drones to fire on Russian positions from a shelter in Kostyantynivka, Donetsk region, Ukraine, on May 23, 2025. (Iryna Rybakova/Ukraine's 93rd Mechanized Brigade via AP, File)]
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            In this photo provided by Ukraine's 93rd Kholodnyi Yar Separate Mechanized Brigade press service, soldiers use drones to fire on Russian positions from a shelter in Kostyantynivka, Donetsk region, Ukraine, on May 23, 2025. (Iryna Rybakova/Ukraine's 93rd Mechanized Brigade via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Ukraine's 93rd Kholodnyi Yar Separate Mechanized Brigade, drones are prepared to be fired towards Russian positions at a shelter in Kostyantynivka, Donetsk region, Ukraine, on May 23, 2025. (Iryna Rybakova/Ukraine's 93rd Mechanized Brigade via AP, File)]
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            In this photo provided by Ukraine's 93rd Kholodnyi Yar Separate Mechanized Brigade, drones are prepared to be fired towards Russian positions at a shelter in Kostyantynivka, Donetsk region, Ukraine, on May 23, 2025. (Iryna Rybakova/Ukraine's 93rd Mechanized Brigade via AP, File)
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                                        The targets were Russian warplanes, including strategic bombers and command-and-control aircraft, worth hundreds of millions of dollars. The weapons were Ukrainian drones, each costing under $1,000 and launched from wooden containers carried on trucks.
"Operation Spiderweb," which Ukraine said destroyed or damaged over 40 aircraft parked near air bases across Russia on Sunday, wasn't just a blow to the Kremlin's prestige. It was also a wake-up call for the West to bolster its air defense systems against such hybrid tactics, military experts said.
Ukraine took advantage of inexpensive drone technology that has advanced rapidly in the last decade and combined it with outside-the-box thinking to score a morale-boosting win in the 3-year-old war that lately has turned in Moscow's favor.
How deeply the attack will impact Russian military operations is unclear. Although officials in Kyiv estimated it caused $7 billion in damage, the Russian Foreign Ministry disputed that, and there have been no independent assessments. Moscow still has more aircraft to launch its bombs and cruise missiles against Ukraine. 
Still, the operation showed what "modern war really looks like and why it's so important to stay ahead with technology," said Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

    
    
    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Ukraine's 93rd Kholodnyi Yar Separate Mechanized Brigade press service, soldiers use drones to fire on Russian positions from a shelter in Kostyantynivka, Donetsk region, Ukraine, on May 23, 2025. (Iryna Rybakova/Ukraine's 93rd Mechanized Brigade via AP, File)]
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Where the West is vulnerable

For Western governments, it's a warning that "the spectrum of threats they're going to have to take into consideration only gets broader," said Douglas Barrie, senior fellow for military aerospace at the International Institute of Strategic Studies in London.
In the past decade, European countries have accused Russia of carrying out a sabotage campaign against the West, with targets ranging from defense executives and logistics companies to businesses linked to Ukraine. Unidentified drones have been seen in the past year flying near military bases in the U.S., the U.K and Germany, as well as above weapons factories in Norway.

    
High-value weapons and other technology at those sites are "big, juicy targets for both state and non-state actors," said Caitlin Lee, a drone warfare expert at RAND in Washington.
"The time is now" to invest in anti-drone defenses, she said.
Low-cost options to protect aircraft include using hardened shelters, dispersing the targets to different bases and camouflaging them or even building decoys. 
U.S. President Donald Trump last month announced a $175 billion "Golden Dome" program using space-based weapons to protect the country from long-range missiles.
Not mentioned were defenses against drones, which Lee said can be challenging because they fly low and slow, and on radar can look like birds. They also can be launched inside national borders, unlike a supersonic missile fired from abroad.
Drones "dramatically increase" the capacity by a hostile state or group for significant sabotage, said Fabian Hinz, a missile expert and research fellow at IISS.
"How many targets are there in a country? How well can you defend every single one of them against a threat like that?" he said.

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo released by Irkutsk regional Gov. Igor Kobzev's Telegram channel on Sunday, June 1, 2025, shows a burning truck that apparently was used to launch Ukrainian drones. (Irkutsk Gov. Igor Kobzev Telegram Channel via AP, File)]
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Ukraine's resourceful, outside-the-box thinking

In "Operation Spiderweb," Ukraine said it smuggled the first-person view, or FPV, drones into Russia, where they were placed in the wooden containers and eventually driven by truck close to the airfields in the Irkutsk region in Siberia, the Murmansk region in the Arctic, and the Amur region in the Far East, as well as to two bases in western Russia.
Ukraine's Security Service, or SBU, said the drones had highly automated capabilities and were partly piloted by an operator and partly by using artificial intelligence, which flew them along a pre-planned route in the event the drones lost signal. Such AI technology almost certainly would have been unavailable to Ukraine five years ago. 
SBU video showed drones swooping over and under Russian aircraft, some of which were covered by tires. Experts suggested the tires could have been used to confuse an automatic targeting system by breaking up the plane's silhouette or to offer primitive protection.
"The way in which the Ukrainians brought this together is creative and obviously caught the Russians completely off guard," Barrie said.

    
Satellite photos analyzed by The Associated Press showed seven destroyed bombers on the tarmac at Irkutsk's Belaya Air Base, a major installation for Russia's long-range bomber force. At least three Tu-95 four-engine turboprop bombers and four Tu-22M twin-engine supersonic bombers appear to be destroyed.
Since the beginning of Russia's full-scale invasion in 2022, the outgunned and outnumbered Ukrainian military has adopted a creative approach to warfare. Its forces deployed wooden decoys of expensive U.S. HIMARS air defense systems to draw Russia's missile fire, created anti-drone units that operate on pickup trucks, and repurposed captured weapons. 
Experts compared Sunday's attack to Israel's operation last year in which pagers used by members of the militant group Hezbollah exploded almost simultaneously in Lebanon and Syria. Israel also has used small, exploding drones to attack targets in Lebanon and Iran.

    
The U.S. used Predator drones more than a decade ago to kill insurgents in Afghanistan from thousands of miles away. Developments in technology have made those capabilities available in smaller drones. 
Hinz compared the state of drone warfare to that of the development of the tank, which made its debut in 1916 in World War I. Engineers sought to work out how to best integrate tanks into a working battlefield scenario -- contemplating everything from a tiny vehicle to a giant one "with 18 turrets" before settling on the version used in World War II.
With drones, "we are in the phase of figuring that out, and things are changing so rapidly that what works today might not work tomorrow," he said.
How the attack affects Russian operations in Ukraine

The Tu-95 bombers hit by Ukraine are "effectively irreplaceable" because they're no longer in production, said Hinz, the IISS expert. Ukraine said it also hit an A-50 early warning and control aircraft, similar to the West's AWACS planes, that coordinate aerial attacks. Russia has even fewer of these.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo released by Irkutsk regional Gov. Igor Kobzev's Telegram channel on Sunday, June 1, 2025, plumes of smoke are seen rising over the Belaya air base in eastern Siberia after a Ukrainian drone attack. (Irkutsk Gov. Igor Kobzev Telegram channel via AP, File)]
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"Whichever way you cut the cake for Russia, this requires expense," said Thomas Withington of the Royal United Services Institute in London. "You can see the billions of dollars mounting up," 
Russia must repair the damaged planes, better protect its remaining aircraft and improve its ability to disrupt such operations, he said. Experts also suggested the strikes could force Moscow to speed up its program to replace the Tu-95.
While underscoring Russian vulnerabilities, it's not clear if it will mean reduced airstrikes on Ukraine. 
Russia has focused on trying to overwhelm Ukraine's air defenses with drones throughout the war, including the use of decoys without payloads. On some nights last month, Moscow launched over 300 drones. 
"Even if Ukraine was able to damage a significant portion of the Russian bomber force, it's not entirely clear that the bomber force was playing a linchpin role in the war at this point," Lee said. 
Ukrainian air force data analyzed by AP shows that from July 2024 through December 2024, Russia used Tu-22M3s and Tu-95s 14 times against Ukraine but used drones almost every night. 

Sunday's operation might temporarily reduce Russia's ability to launch strategic missile attacks but it will probably find ways to compensate, Lee said. 
-----
Associated Press writer Hanna Arhirova in Kyiv, Ukraine, contributed.
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            Israel has recovered the bodies of two Israeli-American hostages taken in Hamas' October 7, 2023, attack that ignited the war in the Gaza Strip.
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            Palestinians in east and central Khan Younis are being displaced again and struggling to find shelter in crowded streets of the Muwasi area after the Israeli army issued evacuation orders on Monday. (AP Video: Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            The United States on Wednesday vetoed a U.N. Security Council resolution demanding an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza because it was not linked to the release of hostages.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take part in a protest demanding the end of the war and immediate release of hostages held by Hamas in the Gaza Strip, and against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government in Tel Aviv, Saturday, May 31, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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            People take part in a protest demanding the end of the war and immediate release of hostages held by Hamas in the Gaza Strip, and against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government in Tel Aviv, Saturday, May 31, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks during a press conference in Jerusalem, Wednesday, May 21, 2025. (Ronen Zvulun/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo provided by Hostage's Family Forum shows late Israeli hostage Gad Haggai, whose body has been recovered from Gaza by Israeli security forces. (Hostage's Family Forum via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo provided by Hostage's Family Forum shows late Israeli hostage Judih Weinstein, whose body has been recovered from Gaza by Israeli security forces. (Hostage's Family Forum via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo provided by Hostage's Family Forum shows Israeli hostage Judih Weinstein and Gad Haggai, whose bodies have been recovered from Gaza by Israeli security forces. (Hostage's Family Forum via AP)]
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            By 
            MELANIE LIDMAN, NATALIE MELZER and WAFAA SHURAFA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- Israel has recovered the bodies of two Israeli-American hostages taken in Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack that ignited the war in the Gaza Strip. 
Israeli strikes overnight and into Thursday meanwhile killed at least 13 people, including three local journalists who were in the courtyard of a hospital, according to health officials in the territory. The military said it targeted a militant in that strike.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the remains of Judih Weinstein and Gad Haggai were recovered and returned to Israel in a special operation by the army and the Shin Bet internal security agency.
"Together with all the citizens of Israel, my wife and I extend our heartfelt condolences to the dear families. Our hearts ache for the most terrible loss. May their memory be blessed," he said in a statement.
Kibbutz Nir Oz announced the deaths of Weinstein, 70, and Haggai, 72, both of whom had Israeli and U.S. citizenship, in December 2023. Weinstein was also a Canadian citizen. 

    
The military said they were killed in the Oct. 7 attack and taken into Gaza by the Mujahideen Brigades, the small armed group that it said had also abducted and killed Shiri Bibas and her two small children. The army said it recovered the remains of Weinstein and Haggai overnight into Thursday from the southern Gaza city of Khan Younis.

    
    
    
A teacher who helped children and a chef who played jazz
The couple were taking an early morning walk near their home in Kibbutz Nir Oz on the morning of Oct. 7 when Hamas militants stormed across the border and rampaged through several army bases and farming communities.
In the early hours of the morning, Weinstein was able to call emergency services and let them know that both she and her husband had been shot, and send a message to her family.
Weinstein was born in New York and taught English to children with special needs at Kibbutz Nir Oz, a small community near the Gaza border. The kibbutz said she also taught meditation techniques to children and teenagers who suffered from anxiety as a result of rocket fire from Gaza. Haggai was a retired chef and jazz musician.

    
"My beautiful parents have been freed. We have certainty," their daughter, Iris Haggai Liniado, wrote in a Facebook post. She thanked the Israeli military, the FBI and the Israeli and U.S. governments and called for the release of all the remaining hostages.
The couple were survived by two sons, two daughters and seven grandchildren, the kibbutz said.
Reporters among 13 killed in Israeli strikes
At least 10 Palestinians were killed in Israeli strikes in Khan Younis overnight, according to Nasser Hospital, which received the bodies. It was not immediately clear if the strikes were related to the recovery mission.
In Gaza City, three local reporters were killed and six people were wounded in a strike on the courtyard of the al-Ahli Hospital, according to Gaza's Health Ministry. It did not immediately identify the journalists or say which outlets they worked for.
The Israeli military said it struck an Islamic Jihad militant operating in the courtyard. The army says it only targets militants and blames civilian deaths on Hamas because it is embedded in populated areas.

    
Over 180 journalists and media workers have been killed since the start of the Israel-Hamas war, the vast majority of them in Gaza, according to the New York-based Committee to Protect Journalists. Israel has said many of those killed in its strikes were militants posing as reporters.
Hamas-led militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, in the Oct. 7 attack and abducted 251 hostages. They are still holding 56 hostages, around a third of them believed to be alive, after most of the rest were released in ceasefire agreements or other deals. Israeli forces have rescued eight living hostages from Gaza and recovered dozens of bodies.
Israel's military campaign has killed more than 54,000 Palestinians, mostly women and children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not say how many of the dead were civilians or combatants. The offensive has destroyed large parts of Gaza and displaced around 90% of its population of roughly 2 million Palestinians.

    
Ceasefire talks deadlocked
The United States, Egypt and Qatar have been trying to broker another ceasefire and hostage release after Israel ended an earlier truce in March and imposed a blockade that has raised fears of famine, despite being eased in recent weeks. But the talks appear to be deadlocked.
Hamas says it will only release the remaining hostages in return for more Palestinian prisoners, a lasting ceasefire and an Israeli withdrawal from Gaza. It has offered to hand over power to a politically independent Palestinian committee.
Netanyahu has rejected those terms, saying Israel will only agree to temporary ceasefires to facilitate the return of hostages. He has vowed to continue the war until all the hostages are returned and Hamas is defeated or disarmed and sent into exile.


    
He has said Israel will maintain control over Gaza indefinitely and will facilitate what he refers to as the voluntary emigration of much of its population to other countries. The Palestinians and much of the international community have rejected such plans, viewing them as forcible expulsion that could violate international law. 
___
Melzer reported from Nahariya, Israel and Shurafa from Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip. Associated Press writer Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut contributed.
___
Follow the AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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    Governments scramble to understand Trump's latest travel ban before it takes effect Monday




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    President Donald Trump has signed a travel ban on 12 countries, primarily in Africa and the Middle East, from coming to America. (Produced by Elaine Carroll)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            CHRIS MEGERIAN and FARNOUSH AMIRI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Governments of 12 countries whose citizens will be banned from visiting the United States beginning next week scrambled Thursday to understand President Donald Trump's latest move to resurrect a hallmark policy of his first term.
The ban that Trump announced Wednesday takes effect at 12:01 a.m. Monday, a cushion that may avoid the chaos that unfolded at airports nationwide when a similar measure took effect with virtually no notice in 2017. Trump, who signaled plans for a new ban upon taking office again in January, appears to be on firmer ground this time after the Supreme Court sided with him.
Some of the 12 countries also appeared on the list of banned countries in the Republican president's first term. The new ban targets Afghanistan, Myanmar, Chad, the Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen.

    
    
    

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An Afghan man passes in front of an air travel agency in Kabul, Afghanistan, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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There will also be heightened restrictions on visitors from seven other countries: Burundi, Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leone, Togo, Turkmenistan and Venezuela. North Korea and Syria, which were on the banned list in the first Trump administration, were spared this time.
While many of the listed countries send few people to the United States, Haiti, Cuba and Venezuela had been major sources of immigration in recent years.
Trump tied the new ban to Sunday's terror attack in Boulder, Colorado, saying it underscored the dangers posed by some visitors who overstay visas. The suspect, who is accused of turning a makeshift flamethrower on a group of people, is from Egypt, which is not on Trump's restricted list. The Department of Homeland Security says he overstayed a tourist visa.



    
        




    






    
    
    

    
The travel ban results from a Jan. 20 executive order Trump issued requiring government agencies to compile a report on "hostile attitudes" toward the U.S. and whether entry from certain countries represented a national security risk.
Visa overstays



Trump said some countries had "deficient" screening for passports and other public documents or have historically refused to take back their own citizens. He relied extensively on an annual Homeland Security report of people who remain in the U.S. after their visas expired.
Measuring overstay rates has challenged experts for decades, but the government has made a limited attempt annually since 2016. Trump's proclamation cites overstay rates for eight of the 12 banned countries.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump gestures as he speaks with reporters in the Oval Office of the White House, May 8, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, FIle)]
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While Trump's list captures many of the most egregious offenders, it omits others. Djibouti, for example, had a 23..9% overstay rate among business visitors and tourists in the 12-month period through September 2023, higher than seven countries on the banned list and six countries on the restricted list.

    
The findings are "based on sketchy data and a misguided concept of collective punishment," said Doug Rand, a former Biden administration official at U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.
Decision is a blow to Venezuelans

Venezuela's government had already warned its citizens against traveling to the U.S. A video released last week by the foreign ministry told Venezuelans the U.S. "is a dangerous country where human rights of immigrants are nonexistent."
"If you are thinking about traveling, cancel your plans immediately," it urged. 
But the administration's decision is a significant blow to Venezuelans, who were already limited in their U.S. travel plans since the governments broke off diplomatic relations in 2019.
The announcement stunned the family of Maria Aldana, who has long worked multiple jobs in Caracas to support her brother's dream to study engineering in the U.S. The family has spent more than $6,000 to finance his goals.

    
Aldana, 24, said her distraught brother, who enrolled at a Southern California university two years ago, called the family crying.
"We did it all legally," Aldana said.
The African Union Commission, meanwhile, appealed to the United States to reconsider "in a manner that is balanced, evidence-based, and reflective of the long-standing partnership between the United States and Africa."

    
International aid groups and refugee resettlement organizations were harsher: "This latest proclamation is an attempt to further eviscerate lawful immigration pathways under the false guise of national security," said Sarah Mehta, the American Civil Liberties Union's deputy director of policy and government affairs for immigration.
Stephen Yale-Loehr, a retired Cornell University Law School professor and expert in immigration law, said the ban is likely to withstand legal challenges, noting the Supreme Court eventually allowed a ban to take effect in Trump's first term. Trump's invocation this week of national security, along with exceptions for green-card holders, athletes and others, could also help the ban stand up in court.
Shock in Iran



The news came as a shock to many in Iran despite the decades of enmity between the two countries. Reports suggest thousands of university students each year travel to America to study, and others have extended families living in America, some of whom fled after the 1979 Islamic Revolution that overthrew the shah.
"My elder daughter got a bachelor's degree from a top Iranian university and planned to continue in the U.S., but now she is badly distressed," Nasrin Lajvardi said. 
Tensions also remain high because negotiations over Iran's nuclear program have yet to reach any agreement, but Tehran resident Mehri Soltani offered rare support for Trump's decision.
"Those who have family members in the U.S., it's their right to go, but a bunch of bad people and terrorists and murderers want to go there as well," he said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Taliban fighter stands guard in front of the former US embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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'America has to cancel it'



Outside the former U.S. Embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan, a Taliban guard expressed his disappointment.
"America has to cancel it," Ilias Kakal said.
The Afghanistan travel ban was announced as forms of support for Afghans who worked with the U.S. are being steadily eroded under the Trump administration. A refugee program has been suspended, and there is no funding to help them leave Afghanistan or resettle in the U.S., although a ban exception was made for people with special immigrant visas, a program created to help those in danger because they worked with the U.S. during the Afghanistan and Iraq wars.
In addition, many people who "served shoulder-to-shoulder" with the U.S did not qualify for the special visa program, according to No One Left Behind, a group that has advocated for Afghans who worked with the U.S.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman shops in a market in Kabul, Afghanistan, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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Khalid Khan, an Afghan refugee now living in Pakistan, said he worked for the U.S. military for eight years.
"I feel abandoned," Khan said. "So long as Trump is there, we are nowhere."
Since the Taliban took over the country in 2021, only Afghans with foreign passports or green cards were able to travel to the United States with any ease, travel agents said.
First term ban

During his first term, Trump issued an executive order banning travel to the U.S. by citizens of seven predominantly Muslim countries. It was one of the most chaotic and confusing moments of his young presidency. 
The order was retooled amid legal challenges, until a version was upheld by the Supreme Court in 2018.
Trump and others have defended the initial ban on national security grounds, arguing it was aimed at protecting the country and not founded on anti-Muslim bias. However, the president had called for an explicit ban on Muslims during his first campaign for the White House.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of President Donald Trump at https://apnews.com/hub/donald-trump.
___

Amiri reported from the United Nations. Associated Press writers Regina Garcia Cano, Rebecca Santana, Jon Gambrell, Ellen Knickmeyer, Omar Farouk, Nasser Karimi, Elliot Spagat, Elena Becatoros and Danica Coto contributed to this report.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-travel-ban-d4d74e856e06f1a2626cc1ddbdfaa9f7



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Climate

    Trump EPA moves to roll back rules projected to save billions of dollars and thousands of lives




                    

                

            
    

    
        
    



            

            By 
            SETH BORENSTEIN, M.K. WILDEMAN, MELINA WALLING, JOSHUA A. BICKEL and MATTHEW DALY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        When the head of the Environmental Protection Agency announced a wide-ranging rollback of environmental regulations, he said it would put a "dagger through the heart of climate-change religion" and introduce a "Golden Age" for the American economy.
What Lee Zeldin didn't mention: how ending the rules could have devastating consequences to human health.
The EPA-targeted rules could prevent an estimated 30,000 deaths and save $275 billion each year they are in effect, according to an Associated Press examination that included the agency's own prior assessments as well as a wide range of other research.

    
    
    
It's by no means guaranteed that the rules will be entirely eliminated; they can't be changed without going through a federal rulemaking process that can take years and requires public comment and scientific justification.

    
But experts say the numbers are conservative and that even a partial dismantling of the rules would mean more pollutants such as smog, mercury and lead -- and especially more tiny airborne particles that can lodge in lungs and cause health problems. It would also mean higher emissions of the greenhouse gases driving Earth's warming to deadlier levels.
"More people will die," said Cory Zigler, a professor of biostatistics at Brown University who has studied air pollution deaths from coal-fired power plants. "More of this type of pollution that we know kills people will be in the air."
What went into AP's examination of the pollution rules

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A bulldozer moves coal Thursday, April 10, 2025, in Princeton, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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The AP set out to look at what could happen if all the rules were eliminated, by first examining exhaustive assessments the EPA was required to produce before the rules were approved. Though the agency's priorities can change as presidential administrations change, the methods for the assessments have been largely standard since Ronald Reagan's presidency and are deeply rooted in peer-reviewed scientific research.

    
    
    
The AP used those and eight different government and private group databases for its estimate of financial costs, some death estimates and analysis of pollution trends. AP performed additional analysis of potential deaths by drawing on peer-reviewed formulas and scientific research on the impacts of increased heat and pollution. And AP vetted its work with multiple outside health experts, who said it is scientifically justified, but likely an undercount.

    
Multiple experts say the science behind the rules is strong, and they pointed to the rigorous process that must be followed to change them, including requirements for public comment.
Zeldin acknowledged as much last month.
"I'm not going to prejudge outcomes with what will be a lot of rulemaking," Zeldin said in April.
Virtually all the benefits from the rules come from restricting the burning of coal, oil and natural gas. The fossil fuel industry was a heavy contributor to President Donald Trump's 2024 presidential campaign and Republicans overall. In announcing the proposed changes, the EPA repeatedly cited the costs of the rules and omitted the benefits in all but one instance.
Calculating costs and benefits is contentious

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    An AP analysis finds some rules the EPA wants to eliminate could save thousands of lives and billions of dollars every year. Relaxing the rules means more pollutants, especially tiny airborne particles that can lodge in lungs and cause health problems. (AP Video: Joshua A. Bickel)

                

                
            
        

    


Asked for comment on the AP findings, an EPA spokesperson said the agency's plans would "roll back trillions in regulatory costs and hidden 'taxes' on U.S. families."
"Unlike the Biden EPA attempts to regulate whole sectors of our economy out of existence, the Trump EPA understands that we do not have to choose between protecting our precious environment and growing our economy," spokesperson Molly Vaseliou said. 
Scott Segal, an attorney at Bracewell LLP who represents energy and manufacturing interests, suggested that EPA analyses under the Biden administration emphasized worst-case scenarios, inflated health benefit claims and missed the big-picture economic benefits of booming industry.

    
"If you only count lives saved by regulation, not lives harmed by regulation, the math will always favor more regulation," Segal said. "This framing misses the larger point: public health isn't just about air quality -- it's also about job security, housing, access to medical care, and heating in the winter."
The EPA regulatory analyses are immense documents that numerous health and environment researchers and former officials say are grounded in science, not politics. For example, in January 2024, the EPA produced a 445-page analysis of tightening standards on dangerous particle pollution that cited more than 90 different scientific publications, along with scores of other documents. The Biden EPA presented four different regulatory scenarios and ultimately chose one of the middle options.
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[image: The Rockport Power Plant operates Wednesday, April 9, 2025, in Rockport, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How AP calculated the costs and death toll of EPA rule rollbacks
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                        
                            
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Gibson Power Plant operates Thursday, April 10, 2025, in Princeton, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Takeaways from AP examination showing benefits, costs of rules Trump EPA wants to change
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                    
                

            

            

        

    
Two experts who reviewed AP's work said the EPA documents that underpinned the analysis were themselves conservative in their estimates. University of Washington health and environment professors Kristi Ebi and Howard Frumkin said that's because EPA looked at added heat deaths and air pollution mortality, but did not include climate change's expected deaths from increased infectious disease, flooding and other disaster factors.

    
"This is a rigorous, compelling and much-needed analysis,'' said Frumkin, who was appointed director of the CDC's National Center for Environmental Health during George W. Bush's administration. "It makes clear that regulatory rollbacks by the Trump administration will have major, direct consequences for health and well-being. Because of these regulatory rollbacks and funding cuts, Americans will die needlessly."
That's a sentiment echoed by two former Republican EPA administrators, William Reilly and Christine Todd Whitman, who served in the George Bush and George W. Bush administrations respectively.
"This administration is endangering all of our lives -- ours, our children, our grandchildren," said Whitman, who led EPA under George W. Bush.
How regulations helped clear the air

    
    
    
A visit to Evansville, Indiana, helps show how EPA regulations have made a difference.
The city of about 115,000 lies where the state's southwest tip meets Kentucky at the curving Ohio River. Industry lines the banks and coal barges float past carrying loads destined to fuel power plants.
Kirt Ethridge, 30, grew up in Evansville and still lives there. As a child, he recalls looking down from high ground into the bowl-shaped valley where the heart of the city lies and seeing a haze of pollution atop it. He thought that was normal.

    
He didn't think much of the looming smokestacks of the coal-fired power plants and factories that ringed the city, nor the line of inhalers waiting on a bench before he and his classmates ran the mile. He suffered asthma attacks in class, sometimes more than once a week, that sent him to the nurse's office. Once, he was rushed to the hospital in an ambulance.
"It's a very scary feeling, particularly as a kid, to not be able to get enough air in your lungs," he said, describing it as like "breathing through a straw."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kirt Ethridge, left, puts socks on his daughter, Naomi, 2, center, as his other daughter, Eliza, 5, gets a hat before a walk Thursday, April 10, 2025, in Evansville, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Kirt Ethridge hugs his daughter, Eliza, 5, while at a playground Thursday, April 10, 2025, in Evansville, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Eliza Ethridge, 5, rides in a wagon during a walk with her family, Thursday, April 10, 2025, in Evansville, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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In southwestern Indiana, coal-fired power plants were to blame for between 19,000 and nearly 23,000 deaths from 1999 to 2020, according to work by Zigler published in the journal Science that examined death rates among Medicare recipients and modeled where plants' pollution would spread.
Nationally, he and his team found a sharp decline in air pollution deaths from coal-fired power plants after the mid-2000s, from an average of 43,000 a year to just 1,600 a year in 2020, with a similar cut in particle pollution. That's when two different forces came into play: Cheaper and less polluting natural gas pushed aside dirtier and costlier coal, while at the same time stricter regulations required more pollution control devices such as scrubbers. 
Duke Energy operates its biggest power plant near Evansville -- Gibson Station, which can power about 2.5 million homes. Emissions have declined significantly as the company installed scrubbers that pull unwanted chemicals out of smokestacks, along with other pollution control technology. Duke Energy spokeswoman Angeline Protegere said the scrubbers were a response to "regulations over the years as well as market factors."

    
    
    
Put simply, the air got cleaner around places like Evansville. Vanderburgh County and neighboring counties violated national annual air standards for fine particles from 2005 to 2010, but no longer do, even as standards have tightened.
The same is true across the United States. The amount of tiny airborne particles in the last 10 years nationwide is one-third lower than 2000-2009, EPA statistics show. Smog pollution is down nearly 15% and sulfur dioxide has plunged 80%.
"The Clean Air Act, the EPA's founding legislation, has been a powerful engine for improving public health as our air has grown visibly clearer and cleaner," said Gina McCarthy, who headed the EPA under President Barack Obama and served as Biden's White House climate adviser. "Millions of Americans have avoided illnesses, hospital visits, and premature deaths thanks to EPA's cleaner car and truck standards in concert with rules that limit industrial pollution."
Five rules saving more than $200 billion a year

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Gibson Power Plant operates Thursday, April 10, 2025, in Princeton, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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Five rules together were estimated to have more than $200 billion a year in net benefits, based on EPA documents that estimated reduced illnesses and deaths and the costs for companies to comply. 
Three rules dealt with cars and trucks. The "clean car rule" is a tightening of EPA emission standards for vehicles that was supposed to take effect for 2027 model years and eventually have annual net benefits of more than $100 billion a year, according to the agency's 884-page regulatory analysis. The EPA estimated that over the next three decades this rule alone would prevent 7.9 billion tons of heat-trapping carbon dioxide, 8,700 tons of particulate matter and 36,000 tons of nitrogen oxides.
Two other proposed rules -- one that deals with car models from 2023 to 2027 and another aimed at heavy trucks and buses -- are estimated to save nearly $38 billion a year combined through reduced health problems from air pollution, according to EPA's own detailed calculations.
EPA plays up costs, plays down benefits of targeted rules

Almost none of those benefits are to be found in 10 fact sheets the EPA produced in conjunction with Zeldin's announcement. Nine make no mention of benefits from the rules, while eight mention the costs. 
In 17 of the 20 rules with explicit cost-benefit analyses, AP found that estimated benefits are larger than the costs -- and sometimes far larger.
For example, Biden's proposed power plant rule was designed to save more than $24 billion a year, prevent about 3,700 annual premature deaths and 3 million asthma incidents from fossil fuel-powered plants, according to EPA documents last year and work by the Environmental Protection Network. Under Trump, the EPA's fact sheet on that rule notes nearly $1 billion in costs but nothing about the far higher estimated benefits.
Another rule the EPA updated last year sets standards for pollution permitted in the air, called National Ambient Air Quality Standards. The update, required by the Clean Air Act, cuts allowable soot particles by 25% to reflect new science on the harms from such pollution. The EPA in Biden's time calculated the change would annually save as much as $46 billion, 4,500 premature deaths and 800,000 asthma incidents. 
But the new EPA fact sheet only mentions the estimated costs of the change -- about $614 million -- and not benefits estimated at 76 times that amount.
"The human body count and human health toll of particulate matter alone is just absolutely massive," said K. Sabeel Rahman, a Cornell law professor who was a top federal regulatory officer from 2021 to 2023. "Literally tens of thousands of people will lose their lives" if the standard is rolled back, he said.
A penguin-shaped nebulizer

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eliza Ethridge, 5, holds her nebulizer Thursday, April 10, 2025, in Evansville, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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In southwest Indiana, many people have noticed a positive difference from the EPA regulations. And they're concerned about changes.
In Bloomfield, Jessica Blazier's 11-year-old son Julian has multiple health conditions that make him more sensitive to air quality, including nonallergic rhinitis, which inflames his nasal passage and makes breathing "feel like a knife sometimes," in his words. Jessica Blazier said the proposed EPA rule rollbacks are "almost adding insult to injury in our particular circumstance."

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Julian Blazier relaxes in his bedroom Tuesday, April 8, 2025, in Bloomfield, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Jessica Blazier, center, prepares an infusion for her son, Julian, right, Wednesday, April 9, 2025, in Bloomfield, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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In Evansville, Ethridge is now raising kids of his own, including a 5-year-old daughter who was born early and doesn't tolerate respiratory illnesses well. Whenever Eliza gets sick, she uses a children's nebulizer that is shaped like a penguin and stored in an igloo-shaped case. 
"I want to raise my kids in Evansville," he said. "I don't want to raise my kids in a bowl of pollution."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kirt Ethridge, left, walks with his wife, Grace, right, and their daughters Thursday, April 10, 2025, in Evansville, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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___
Borenstein and Daly reported from Washington, Walling and Bickel from Evansville, Indiana, and Wildeman from Hartford, Connecticut.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Vigil held for victims of Boulder firebombing attack as suspect's family fights deportation
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            Around 200 people squeezed into the local Jewish Community Center Wednesday evening for a vigil that featured prayer, songs and emotional testimony from a victim and witnesses to the attack. (AP video by Thomas Peipert)
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            A man who was part of a group targeted during the firebombing attack in Colorado recounted the moment it happened. The number of people hurt has climbed to 15, plus a dog. The demonstrators were calling for the release of Israeli hostages in Gaza.
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            Boulder's police chief is defending his decision not to quickly label Sunday's fiery attack on a downtown pedestrian mall as terrorism. (AP Video: Thomas Peipert)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A visitor offers a tribute after leaving a bouquet of flowers at a makeshift memorial for victims of an attack outside of the Boulder County, Colo., courthouse as a light rain falls Tuesday, June 3, 2025, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Lesli Colin Johnsen, right, hugs Beth Blacker before a community vigil at the Boulder Jewish Community Center, Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Boulder, Colo. (Andy Cross/The Denver Post via AP, Pool)]
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            Lesli Colin Johnsen, right, hugs Beth Blacker before a community vigil at the Boulder Jewish Community Center, Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Boulder, Colo. (Andy Cross/The Denver Post via AP, Pool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rachelle Halpern, a witness to last Sunday's attack in Boulder, speaks during a vigil at the Boulder Jewish Community Center Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Boulder, Colo. (Andy Cross/The Denver Post via AP, Pool)]
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            Rachelle Halpern, a witness to last Sunday's attack in Boulder, speaks during a vigil at the Boulder Jewish Community Center Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Boulder, Colo. (Andy Cross/The Denver Post via AP, Pool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ed Victor, a member of the group Run For Their Lives and a survivor of an attack last weekend, speaks during an event outside the Boulder County Courthouse Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Boulder, Colo. (Matthew Jonas, The Denver Post via AP)]
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            Ed Victor, a member of the group Run For Their Lives and a survivor of an attack last weekend, speaks during an event outside the Boulder County Courthouse Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Boulder, Colo. (Matthew Jonas, The Denver Post via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the Boulder Police Dept. shows Mohamed Sabry Soliman. (Boulder Police Dept. via AP)]
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            This image provided by the Boulder Police Dept. shows Mohamed Sabry Soliman. (Boulder Police Dept. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            COLLEEN SLEVIN, JESSE BEDAYN, REBECCA SANTANA and HALLIE GOLDEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BOULDER, Colo. (AP) -- Hundreds of people squeezed into the Jewish Community Center in Boulder, Colorado, for a vigil that featured prayer, singing and emotional testimony from a victim and witnesses of the firebombing attack in the city's downtown, while a federal judge has blocked the deportation of the suspect's family.
Mohamed Sabry Soliman, 45, has been charged with a federal hate crime and state counts of attempted murder in Sunday's attack on a group demonstrating for the release of Israeli hostages in Gaza. He is being held in a county jail on a $10 million cash bond and is scheduled to make an appearance in state court on Thursday.
Witnesses say Soliman threw two Molotov cocktails at the group and authorities say he confessed to the attack that injured 15 people.
Rachelle Halpern, who has been walking with the group since 2023, said during Wednesday evening's vigil that she remembers thinking it was strange to see a man with a canister looking like he was going to spray pesticide on the grass. Then she heard a crash and screams and saw flames around her feet.

    
"A woman stood one foot behind me, engulfed in flames from head to toe, lying on the ground with her husband," she said. "People immediately, three or four men immediately rushed to her to smother the flames."



    
        




    




Her description prompted murmurs from the audience members. One woman's head dropped into her hands.
"I heard a loud noise, and the back of my legs burning, and don't remember those next few moments," said a victim, who didn't want to be identified and spoke off camera, over the event's speakers. "Even as I was watching it unfold before my eyes, even then, it didn't seem real."

    
Defendant's family investigated
U.S. District Judge Gordon P. Gallagher on Wednesday granted a request from his wife and five children, who like Soliman are Egyptian, to block their deportation after U.S. immigration officials took them into custody. They have not been charged.
Federal authorities have said Soliman has been living in the U.S. illegally, and U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security Kristi Noem said Wednesday that the family was being processed for removal. It's rare that a criminal suspect's family members are detained and threatened with deportation.
"It is patently unlawful to punish individuals for the crimes of their relatives," attorneys for the family wrote in the lawsuit. 
Department of Homeland Security Assistant Secretary Tricia McLaughlin described the plaintiff's claims as "absurd" and "an attempt to delay justice." She said the entire family was in the country illegally.
Soliman's wife, Hayam El Gamal, a 17-year-old daughter, two minor sons and two minor daughters were being held at an immigration detention center in Texas, said Eric Lee, one of the attorney's representing the family.
Soliman told authorities that no one, including his family, knew about his planned attack, according to court documents. El Gamal said she was "shocked" to learn her husband had been arrested in the attack, according to her lawsuit.

    
Victims increase to 15 people and a dog
On Wednesday, authorities raised the number of people injured in the attack to 15 from 12, plus a dog.
Boulder County officials said in a news release that the victims include eight women and seven men ranging in age from 25 to 88. Details about how the victims were impacted would be explained in criminal charges set to be filed Thursday, according to Boulder County District Attorney's office spokesperson Shannon Carbone.
Soliman had planned to kill all of the roughly 20 participants in Sunday's demonstration at the popular Pearl Street pedestrian mall, but he threw just two of his 18 Molotov cocktails while yelling "Free Palestine," police said. 
According to an FBI affidavit, Soliman told police he was driven by a desire "to kill all Zionist people" -- a reference to the movement to establish and protect a Jewish state in Israel. Authorities said he expressed no remorse about the attack.

    
The family's immigration status
Before moving to Colorado Springs three years ago, Soliman spent 17 years in Kuwait, according to court documents.
Soliman arrived in the U.S. in August 2022 on a tourist visa that expired in February 2023, McLaughlin said in a post on X. She said Soliman filed for asylum in September 2022 and was granted a work authorization in March 2023, but that has also expired. 
Hundreds of thousands of people overstay their visas each year in the United States, according to Department of Homeland Security reports. 
Soliman's wife is an Egyptian national, according to her lawsuit. She is a network engineer and has a pending EB-2 visa, which is available to professionals with advanced degrees, the suit said. She and her children all are listed as dependents on Soliman's asylum application.

    
The case against Soliman
Soliman told authorities that he had been planning the attack for a year, the affidavit said.
Soliman's attorney, Kathryn Herold, declined to comment after a state court hearing Monday. Public defenders' policy prohibits speaking to the media.
The attack unfolded against the backdrop of the Israel-Hamas war, which has contributed to a spike in antisemitic violence in the United States. It happened at the beginning of the Jewish holiday of Shavuot and barely a week after a man who also yelled "Free Palestine" was charged with fatally shooting two Israeli Embassy staffers outside a Jewish museum in Washington.
___

Golden reported from Seattle. Associated Press reporters Eric Tucker in Washington, Heather Hollingsworth in Kansas City, Missouri, Samy Magdy in Cairo, Hannah Schoenbaum in Salt Lake City, Sean Murphy in Oklahoma City contributed to this report.
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    Trump says he's 'disappointed' with Musk after former backer turns on the Republican tax bill




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Elon Musk speaks during a news conference with President Donald Trump in the Oval Office of the White House, Friday, May 30, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with Germany's Chancellor Friedrich Merz in the Oval Office of the White House, Thursday, June 5, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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            By 
            MICHELLE L. PRICE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The breakup between the president of the United States and the world's richest man is unfurling much like their relationship started -- rapidly, intensely and very publicly. 
As President Donald Trump sat in the Oval Office on Thursday with Germany's leader at his side, he lamented his soured relationship with Elon Musk, his adviser-turned-social media antagonist. Trump said he was "very disappointed" with Musk after the billionaire former backer lambasted the president's signature bill of tax cuts and spending plans. 
Trump suggested Musk, who left the government last month after spearheading the tumultuous Department of Government Efficiency, misses being in the White House and has "Trump derangement syndrome."
"Look, Elon and I had a great relationship. I don't know if we will anymore," Trump said. 
He said that he had helped Musk a lot and brushed aside the billionaire's efforts to get him elected last year, claiming that he would have won closely contested Pennsylvania even without Musk's help, which included spending at least $250 million supporting his campaign last year. 

    
The Republican president's comments came as Musk has continued a storm of social media posts attacking Trump's "Big Beautiful Bill" and warning it will increase the federal deficit. Musk has called Trump's big tax break bill a "disgusting abomination."



    
        




    




As Trump spoke to reporters at the White House on Thursday, Musk was watching.

"False," he fired back on his social media platform as the president continued speaking. "This bill was never shown to me even once and was passed in the dead of night so fast that almost no one in Congress could even read it!"
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    Trump alleges that, under Biden, 'whoever used the autopen was the president'




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Joe Biden speaks from the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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            By 
            CHRIS MEGERIAN and WILL WEISSERT

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump intensified his assertions -- without evidence -- that officials using an autopen undermined the actions of his predecessor, Joe Biden, even suggesting Thursday that "essentially whoever used the autopen was president."
"I happen to think I know" who was using a tool that allows for auto signatures, Trump told reporters in the Oval Office, while saying it was the "biggest scandal" in years. 
The Justice Department under Democratic and Republican administrations has recognized the use of an autopen to sign legislation and issue pardons for decades. Trump presented no evidence that Biden was unaware of the actions taken in his name, and the president's absolute pardon power is enshrined in the U.S. Constitution.
"It's a very bad thing, very dangerous," Trump said, arguing that, "Essentially, whoever used the autopen was the president."

    
Those comments came a day after Trump directed his administration to investigate Biden's actions as president, alleging aides masked his predecessor's "cognitive decline" and casting doubts on the legitimacy of his use of the autopen to sign pardons and other documents. An executive order he signed marked a significant escalation in Trump's targeting of political adversaries and could lay the groundwork for arguments by the Republican that a range of Biden's actions as president were invalid.



    
        




    




Biden responded in a statement Wednesday night: "Let me be clear: I made the decisions during my presidency. I made the decisions about the pardons, executive orders, legislation, and proclamations. Any suggestion that I didn't is ridiculous and false."

    
    
    
Trump wrote in a memo Wednesday that, "This conspiracy marks one of the most dangerous and concerning scandals in American history."
The American public, he said, "was purposefully shielded from discovering who wielded the executive power, all while Biden's signature was deployed across thousands of documents to effect radical policy shifts."

    
Trump directed Attorney General Pam Bondi and White House counsel David Warrington to handle the investigation.
Even as Trump doubled down on his accusations, it is unclear how far Trump will push this effort, which would face certain legal challenges. It nonetheless reflects his fixation on Biden, who defeated him in 2020, an election that Trump never conceded and continues to falsely claim was rigged against him. In lobbing allegations against Biden on Thursday, Trump continued to insist that the 2020 election was stolen from him. 
Trump frequently suggests that Biden was wrong to use an autopen, a mechanical device that replicates a person's authentic signature. Although they've been used in the White House for decades, Trump claims that Biden's aides were usurping presidential authority.
Biden issued pardons for his two brothers and his sister shortly before leaving office, hoping to shield them from potential prosecution under Trump, who had promised retribution during last year's campaign. 
Other Biden pardon recipients included members of a congressional committee that investigated the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol.

    
Trump often suggests that his political opponents should be investigated, and he has directed the Justice Department to look into people who have angered him over the years. They include Chris Krebs, a former cybersecurity official who disputed Trump's claims of a stolen election in 2020, and Miles Taylor, a former Department of Homeland Security official who wrote an anonymous op-ed sharply critical of the president in 2018.
Meanwhile, House Oversight Chairman James Comer of Kentucky, a Republican, requested transcribed interviews with five Biden aides, alleging they had participated in a "cover-up" that amounted to "one of the greatest scandals in our nation's history."
"These five former senior advisors were eyewitnesses to President Biden's condition and operations within the Biden White House," Comer said in a statement. "They must appear before the House Oversight Committee and provide truthful answers about President Biden's cognitive state and who was calling the shots."

    
Interviews were requested with White House senior advisers Mike Donilon and Anita Dunn, former White House chief of staff Ron Klain, former deputy chief of staff Bruce Reed and Steve Ricchetti, a former counselor to the president.
Comer reiterated his call for Biden's physician, Kevin O'Connor, and former senior White House aides Annie Tomasini, Anthony Bernal, Ashley Williams and Neera Tanden to appear before the committee. He warned subpoenas would be issued this week if they refuse to schedule voluntary interviews.
"I think that people will start coming in the next two weeks," Comer told reporters. He added that the committee would release a report with its findings, "and we'll release the transcribed interviews, so it'll be very transparent."

    
Rep. Brandon Gill, a freshman Republican from Texas, said "the American people didn't elect a bureaucracy to run the country," said "I think that the American people deserve to know the truth and they want to know the truth of what happened."
Democrats have dismissed the accusations as a distraction. 

"Chairman Comer had his big shot in the last Congress to impeach Joe Biden and it was, of course, a spectacular flop," said Rep. Jamie Raskin, the Maryland Democrat who served as the ranking member on the oversight committee in the previous Congress. "And now he's just living off of a spent dream. It's over. And he should give up the whole thing."
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    Trump says after Xi call that US and China will resume trade talks




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: U.S. President Donald Trump, left, meets with Chinese President Xi Jinping during a meeting on the sidelines of the G-20 summit in Osaka, Japan, June 29, 2019. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)]
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            By 
            WILL WEISSERT, CHRIS MEGERIAN and DIDI TANG

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump said Thursday that his first call with Chinese leader Xi Jinping since returning to office was "very positive," announcing that the two countries will hold trade talks in hopes of breaking an impasse over tariffs and global supplies of rare earth minerals.
"Our respective teams will be meeting shortly at a location to be determined," Trump wrote on his social media platform after the call, which he said lasted an hour and a half.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick and U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer will represent the U.S. side in negotiations.
The Republican president, who returned to the White House for a second term in January, also said Xi "graciously" invited him and first lady Melania Trump to China, and Trump reciprocated with his own invitation for Xi to visit the United States. 

    
The Chinese foreign ministry said Trump initiated the call between the leaders of the world's two biggest economies. 
The ministry said in a statement that Xi asked Trump to "remove the negative measures" that the U.S. has taken against China. It also said that Trump said "the U.S. loves to have Chinese students coming to study in America," although his administration has vowed to revoke some of their visas.



    
        




    




Comparing the bilateral relationship to a ship, Xi told Trump that the two sides need to "take the helm and set the right course" and to "steer clear of the various disturbances and disruptions," according to the ministry statement.

    
    Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Trump had declared one day earlier that it was difficult to reach a deal with Xi. 

    
"I like President XI of China, always have, and always will, but he is VERY TOUGH, AND EXTREMELY HARD TO MAKE A DEAL WITH!!!" Trump posted Wednesday on his social media site.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Then Vice President Xi Jinping of the People's Republic of China prepares to kick a Gaelic football during a visit to Croke Park Stadium, Ireland, on Feb. 19, 2012. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison, File)]
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Trade negotiations between the United States and China stalled shortly after a May 12 agreement between the two countries to reduce their tariff rates while talks played out. Behind the gridlock has been the continued competition for an economic edge.
The U.S. accuses China of not exporting critical minerals, and the Chinese government objects to America restricting its sale of advanced chips and its access to student visas for college and graduate students.
Trump has lowered his 145% tariffs on Chinese goods to 30% for 90 days to allow for talks. China also reduced its taxes on U.S. goods from 125% to 10%. The back and forth has caused sharp swings in global markets and threatens to hamper trade between the two countries. 
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent had suggested that only a conversation between Trump and Xi could resolve these differences so that talks could restart in earnest. The underlying tension between the two countries may still persist, though.
During the call, Xi said the Chinese side is sincere about negotiating and "at the same time has its principles," and the Chinese president said "the Chinese always honor and deliver what has been promised," according to the Chinese foreign ministry. 
Even if negotiations resume, Trump wants to lessen America's reliance on Chinese factories and reindustrialize the U.S., whereas China wants the ability to continue its push into technologies such as electric vehicles and artificial intelligence that could be crucial to securing its economic future.

    
The United States ran a trade imbalance of $295 billion with China in 2024, according to the Census Bureau. While the Chinese government's focus on manufacturing has turned it into a major economic and geopolitical power, China has been muddling through a slowing economy after a real estate crisis and coronavirus pandemic lockdowns weakened consumer spending.
Trump and Xi last spoke in January, three days before Inauguration Day. The pair discussed trade then, as well as Trump's demands that China do more to prevent the synthetic opioid fentanyl from entering the United States. 
Despite long expressing optimism about the prospects for a major deal, Trump became more pessimistic recently. 

"The bad news is that China, perhaps not surprisingly to some, HAS TOTALLY VIOLATED ITS AGREEMENT WITH US," Trump posted last week. "So much for being Mr. NICE GUY!"

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-china-xi-tariffs-negotiations-trade-f2e4b48205001d7169ee34250089d8c1



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Sports

    No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka ends Iga Swiatek's 26-match French Open winning streak and reaches the final




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts as she plays against Poland's Iga Swiatek during their semifinal match of the French Tennis Open at the Roland-Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]



        

        
        
            
                    Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts as she plays against Poland's Iga Swiatek during their semifinal match of the French Tennis Open at the Roland-Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            HOWARD FENDRICH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        PARIS (AP) -- No. 1-ranked Aryna Sabalenka ended Iga Swiatek's 26-match French Open unbeaten streak and reached the final in Paris for the first time by using her pure power to dominate down the stretch and win their semifinal 7-6 (1), 4-6, 6-0 on Thursday.
Sabalenka's victory prevented Swiatek from becoming the first woman to win four consecutive championships at the clay-court Grand Slam tournament since professionals were admitted in 1968. 
It also gives Sabalenka a chance to win her fourth major title -- and first away from hard courts, after two at the Australian Open and one at the U.S. Open.

    
"It feels incredible, but I also understand that the job is not done yet," said Sabalenka, a 27-year-old from Belarus who took the top WTA ranking from Swiatek last October. "She's the toughest opponent, especially on the clay, especially at Roland-Garros. I'm proud that I was able to get this win. It was a tough match. ... but I managed it, somehow."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Referees are reflected in a glass as Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts during the semifinal match of the French Tennis Open against Poland's Iga Swiatek at the Roland-Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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Sabalenka will face No. 2 Coco Gauff or 361st-ranked French wild-card entry Lois Boisson in the final on Saturday.
In a nod to Boisson's status as the home favorite, Sabalenka joked to the crowd during her postmatch interview: "I'm pretty sure you're going to be cheering for one person like crazy, and I'm not sure if I really want her to win."



    
        




    




Most remarkable about Sabalenka's win Saturday, perhaps, was the way -- her back dotted with flecks of the rust-colored clay -- she dominated in crunch time, racing through the last set.

    
    
    
"I mean, 6-love," she said. "What can I say? Couldn't be more perfect than that."
Swiatek's explanation?

    
"I lost my intensity a bit," she said. "Just couldn't push back."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Poland's Iga Swiatek is reflected in a glass as she plays a shot against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus during their semifinal match of the French Tennis Open at the Roland-Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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With the Court Philippe-Chatrier roof closed on a drizzly day, there was no wind or other elements for the players to confront, and both produced some terrific tennis for stretches. But in the end, the difference was that when Sabalenka decided to swing away, she rushed Swiatek into mistakes.
This stat says it all: The third set included 12 unforced errors off Swiatek's racket, and zero off Sabalenka's.
This continues a rough stretch for Swiatek, a 24-year-old from Poland, who has not even reached a final at any tournament since walking away with her third trophy in a row -- and fifth Grand Slam title overall -- from Paris 12 months ago. She recently slid to No. 5 in the rankings.
Her rut includes a surprising exit in the semifinals at the 2024 Summer Olympics, which were contested at Roland-Garros; she ended up with the bronze medal. Then, later last season, she was banned for a month after testing positive for a banned substance; her explanation was accepted that the result was unintentional and caused by a contaminated medicine.

    
Sabelanka is, unquestionably, as good as it gets in women's tennis right now.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Poland's Iga Swiatek checks a mark on the clay as she plays against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus during their semifinal match of the French Tennis Open at the Roland-Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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Even before getting to this final, her six appearances in title matches this year were the most for a woman entering the French Open since Serena Williams in 2013.
And her first-strike tennis, always such a threat on faster surfaces, is clearly quite useful on the slower clay, too. On Saturday, the thuds generated by her contact with the ball reverberated off the inside of the retractable roof.
"She didn't doubt," Swiatek said. "She just went for it."
Even though Sabalenka broke in the first game and soon led 4-1 -- at which point Swiatek was glancing up at her coach, Wim Fissette, in the stands, hoping for some sort of insight that could change things -- this was not one-way traffic. Swiatek ended up leading 5-4 in that set, but when they got to the tiebreaker, Sabalenka asserted herself.
Swiatek took a lengthy trip to the locker room before the second set, something she often does after ceding one, and came out playing better, quickly breaking to 1-0.

The 15,000 or so spectators seemed mainly to be pulling for Swiatek, perhaps hoping to see a bit of history, and broke into chants of "I-ga!" rather frequently. That might have rubbed Sabalenka the wrong way, because after striking a return winner, she windmilled her arms at the mild reaction, as if to say, "Hey! I'm here, too! And I'm No. 1. How about sending some support this way?"

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The clay stuck to the back of Belarus' Aryna Sabalenka after a fall during the semifinal match of the French Tennis Open against Poland's Iga Swiatek at the Roland-Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                    Sports

    Finals things to know: Shai nearing a milestone, and don't expect close games




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander watches during practice, Wednesday, June 4, 2025, ahead of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the Indiana Pacers in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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            Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander watches during practice, Wednesday, June 4, 2025, ahead of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the Indiana Pacers in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander speaks during a news conference, Wednesday, June 4, 2025, ahead of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the Indiana Pacers in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Indiana Pacers coach Rick Carlisle speaks during a news conference, Wednesday, June 4, 2025, ahead of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the Oklahoma City Thunder in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Indiana Pacer coach Rick Carlisle, right, watches guard Tyrese Haliburton (0) stretch during a practice, Wednesday, June 4, 2025, ahead of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the Oklahoma City Thunder in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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            By 
            TIM REYNOLDS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -- Shai Gilgeous-Alexander has a chance to make a whole slew of history in these NBA Finals.
The Oklahoma City star is the first reigning MVP who'll play in the finals -- they start Thursday night when the Thunder play host to the Indiana Pacers -- since Golden State's Stephen Curry in 2016. He could become the first player to win a scoring title and an NBA title in the same season since Shaquille O'Neal did it for the Los Angeles Lakers in 1999-2000.
And sometime in Game 1 or Game 2, Gilgeous-Alexander will likely hit another milestone.
He comes into this series with 2,960 points this season -- officially, anyway, more on that in a second -- between the 82-game regular-season slate and now the postseason. 
With 40 more points, he will record the 25th instance of a 3,000-point season when combining the regular season and the playoffs. The most recent to do it was Luka Doncic, who had 3,005 points for Dallas last season.

    
If the NBA Cup championship game counted statistically, which it doesn't, Gilgeous-Alexander would only need 19 more points for 3,000. He had 21 in that OKC loss to Milwaukee at Las Vegas in December, but those points don't count toward his season total.
Michael Jordan had 10 seasons with at least 3,000 points, Wilt Chamberlain had five and nine other players -- Bob McAdoo, Elgin Baylor, James Harden, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Kevin Durant, Kobe Bryant, Rick Barry, Shaquille O'Neal and Doncic -- have one.

    
    
    
4 Canada
For the second consecutive year, there are four Canadians in the NBA Finals.
Last year, it was Oshae Brissett for Boston and AJ Lawson, Olivier-Maxence Prosper and Dwight Powell for Dallas.
This year, it's Shai Gilgeous-Alexander and Luguentz Dort for Oklahoma City, along with Bennedict Mathurin and Andrew Nembhard for Indiana.
"I played against Andrew when I was 9 years old," Gilgeous-Alexander said. "It's been an amazing journey. To see him having success, my own success, obviously Lu's success, Ben's success, it's special. It's hard to even wrap your head around. ... For us to make it to this stage, is a testament to our hard work, our character, people around us that helped us get here. It's been a blessing. It's been super fun."

    
Dort said he hopes Canadians enjoy seeing four of their own in the finals.
"Obviously we represent our teams here," Dort said. "But at the end of the day we represent our country as well."
And it's certain that Montreal will get a title: Dort and Mathurin are both from there.
"I think it's a great opportunity for me, Lu, the whole Montreal city," Mathurin said. "I think it's a great step in the right direction just to be able to go against each other. You know, Lu's a great friend of mine. I would call him brother right now, but we're enemies."
Finally, the finals, for James Johnson
Indiana's James Johnson has been in the NBA for 16 seasons. He has played for 10 different franchises. He has played under 11 different coaches.
He has finally made the NBA Finals.
Johnson came close in 2019-20, starting the season with Miami -- which wound up making the bubble finals that season. But Johnson was part of a three-team trade about a month before the pandemic hit and ended up in Minnesota.
"Getting here now means that I was fortunate enough to be on a team of guys that only want winning," Johnson said. "I was fortunate enough to join a team of guys that just want to win -- and they want to win by any means necessary."

    
Where are the close games?
The last time Indiana's Rick Carlisle coached in the NBA Finals, every game was basically decided at the end. All six games of the Dallas-Miami series in 2011 were decided by 10 points or less.
Since then, those games are rare.
Out of the last 73 NBA Finals games, starting with the 2012 Heat-Thunder matchup through last season's Boston-Dallas series, the average margin of victory has been 12.4 points per game.
There hasn't been an instance of more than three consecutive single-digit finals winning margins in that stretch, and 45 of the 73 games have been decided by at least 10 points.
And there have been only six games in the last 12 finals decided by three points or less -- while 10 have been decided by 20 points or more.

    
Record drought between overtimes
There hasn't been an overtime game in the NBA Finals since Game 1 of the 2018 series between Golden State and Cleveland.
The seven-year drought and counting without a finals overtime game is the longest in NBA history. There was a six-year stretch from 1984 through 1990 without an OT finals game, but never seven -- until now.
The division champion quirk
If Oklahoma City wins the NBA title, it will mark the 13th time in the last 14 seasons that a division champion has wound up winning the finals.
The only exception in that span was Golden State in 2022. Before that, the last team to not win their division but win the NBA title was Dallas in 2011 -- coached by current Indiana coach Carlisle.

    
Playoff pool totals
The Thunder and Pacers are playing for the NBA championship, the Larry O'Brien Trophy and about $5 million.
Technically, $5,002,359. That's what one team will get added to its share of the league's annual playoff pool by winning the NBA Finals this season.

The total pool this year, which will be divided by the 16 playoff teams, is $34,665,698. The Thunder have already secured no worse than $7,418,145 from the pool. The Pacers have secured at least $6,160,260. 
The bonus pool is typically split in some way among players and staff from the playoff teams.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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    'Spectacular' Stanley Cup Final Game 1 shows this Panthers-Oilers rematch could be a classic series
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            Leon Draisaitl scored on the power play in overtime, Stuart Skinner made 29 saves and the Edmonton Oilers erased a multigoal deficit to beat the defending champion Florida Panthers 4-3 in Game 1 of the Stanley Cup Final rematch on Wednesday night.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Florida Panthers' Aaron Ekblad (right) and Edmonton Oilers' Evander Kane (91) rough it up as Sam Reinhart (13) looks on during the first overtime period in Game 1 of the NHL Stanley Cup final in Edmonton, Alberta, Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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            Florida Panthers' Aaron Ekblad (right) and Edmonton Oilers' Evander Kane (91) rough it up as Sam Reinhart (13) looks on during the first overtime period in Game 1 of the NHL Stanley Cup final in Edmonton, Alberta, Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)/The Canadian Press via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Edmonton Oilers' Leon Draisaitl (29) scores against Florida Panthers goalie Sergei Bobrovsky (72) as Aaron Ekblad (5) and Gustav Forsling (42) defend while Edmonton's Kasperi Kapanen (42) and Evander Kane (91) watch during the first overtime period in Game 1 of the NHL Stanley Cup Final, in Edmonton, Alberta, on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (Darryl Dyck//The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers' Evander Kane (91) tries to tip the puck past Florida Panthers goalie Sergei Bobrovsky (72) during the third period in Game 1 of the NHL Stanley Cup Final, in Edmonton, on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers' Evander Kane (91) celebrates Mattias Ekholm's (not shown) goal against Florida Panthers goalie Sergei Bobrovsky (72) during the third period in Game 1 of the NHL Stanley Cup Final, in Edmonton, on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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            Edmonton Oilers' Evander Kane (91) celebrates Mattias Ekholm's (not shown) goal against Florida Panthers goalie Sergei Bobrovsky (72) during the third period in Game 1 of the NHL Stanley Cup Final, in Edmonton, on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Edmonton Oilers' Vasily Podkolzin (92) checks Florida Panthers' Eetu Luostarinen during the first period in Game 1 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup final series in Edmonton, Alberta, Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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            Edmonton Oilers' Vasily Podkolzin (92) checks Florida Panthers' Eetu Luostarinen during the first period in Game 1 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup final series in Edmonton, Alberta, Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            STEPHEN WHYNO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) -- If the series opener of the Stanley Cup Final is a hint of things to come, the Edmonton Oilers and Florida Panthers are about to give everyone a memorable show.
The two best teams in the NHL over the past couple of years traded hits, goals and saves through an instant-classic Game 1 that ended with Leon Draisaitl scoring 19-plus minutes into overtime.
It was at the same time tight-checking and also wildly entertaining. Even Panthers coach Paul Maurice on the losing end could appreciate the value of must-see hockey.
"Its potential (is) just a spectacular seven-gamer," Maurice said "Up and down the ice, it's still fast. There isn't any casualness. ... It was honest, it was hard, it was fast and it was tight. It was an overtime game."
It had a little bit of everything, from Draisaitl scoring 66 seconds in to Oilers coach Kris Knoblauch unsuccessfully challenging Florida's tying goal by Sam Bennett only to watch Brad Marchand get a power-play goal less than two minutes later.

    
Edmonton rallied from a two-goal deficit to tie it. And Sergei Bobrovsky and Stuart Skinner each made some stops on high-danger scoring chances along the way.



    
        




    




"It's my job to give us a chance to win," Skinner said. "I think you've got to give a lot of props to Bob over there, too. He made some fantastic saves, especially in overtime."
There were times the play bogged down, particularly late in regulation and in sudden death OT when two powerhouse teams minimized the risks they were taking. Even for long stretches when the Panthers had the lead, there was not much ice for the Oilers to get through -- and they expect more of that moving forward.

    
    
    
"Tight checking," said Mattias Ekholm, who scored Edmonton's tying goal in the third period. "I think that there's two very experienced lineups with a lot of playoff experience and have been in these situations. Everybody's pretty confident and comfortable in these. I think it's going to be a lot of the same."

    
Part of what made it masterpiece hockey was how good the Panthers and Oilers are when the pressure is on. Sure, mistakes were made that led to goals, including the puck over the glass penalty in OT, but much of the game was textbook fundamentals.
"The pucks go deep that are supposed to go deep," Maurice said. "I think we had one all night we didn't like, maybe two all night that we didn't like our decision of the line. They didn't fool around with it, either."
A year after the Panthers went up 3-0 in the series only to lose three in a row and then defeat the Oilers in a tight Game 7, it's clear these opponents are again evenly matched. That is a recipe for some fun times ahead, with Game 2 Friday night in Edmonton the next chapter of a growing rivalry.

"It's two great teams," Ekholm said. "The thing now, too, is we know exactly how they play, they know exactly how we play. It's those little, little details that are going to matter so much in the end. It's one lost coverage for a second here or there, or a penalty like you saw tonight, or whatever it is. It's teams that are also very comfortable in these moments and in these high stake games."
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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    Tom Felton will become Draco Malfoy again -- this time, on Broadway




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Tom Felton poses for photographers upon arrival at the Olivier Awards in London, Sunday, April 10, 2022. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)]
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            By 
            MARK KENNEDY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Tom Felton -- the original Draco Malfoy from the "Harry Potter" movies -- will slip into his old role on Broadway this winter in "Harry Potter and the Cursed Child."
"Being a part of the 'Harry Potter' films has been one of the greatest honors of my life. Joining this production will be a full-circle moment for me, because when I begin performances in 'Cursed Child' this fall, I'll also be the exact age Draco is in the play," Felton, currently 37, said in a statement. 
Felton will be making his Broadway debut in the role, beginning performances at the Lyric Theatre on Nov. 11 and playing through March 22, 2026.
Malfoy was Potter's nemesis in the books and eight movies, but in the play -- set 19 years after the events of "Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows" -- Potter's son Albus becomes friends with Malfoy's son Scorpius at Hogwarts.

    
It will mark the first time a member of the "Harry Potter" film cast has joined the stage production.

Felton made his West End debut in 2022, starring in "2:22 A Ghost Story" and in 2024 was in Gareth Farr's play "A Child of Science" at the Bristol Old Vic. His movie credits include "They Will Kill You," opposite Patricia Arquette, and "Fackham Hall" with Damian Lewis.
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                    U.S. News

    Jury deliberations begin in Harvey Weinstein's sex crimes retrial




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Harvey Weinstein appears for his retrial at a Manhattan court, Wednesday, May 21, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith, Pool)]
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[image: Jessica Mann arrives at court before Harvey Weinstein's retrial in Manhattan, Wednesday, May 21, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith, Pool)]
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[image: Jessica Mann, left, arrives at court before Harvey Weinstein's retrial in Manhattan, Wednesday, May 21, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith, Pool)]
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            By 
            JENNIFER PELTZ and CEDAR ATTANASIO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jurors started deliberating Thursday in Harvey Weinstein 's New York sex crimes retrial, tasked with deciding -- again -- a case that encapsulated the #MeToo movement. 
The seven-woman, five-man jury is considering two counts of criminal sex act and one count of rape, each relating to a different accuser and a different date. In this case, the criminal sex act charge is the higher-degree felony. The jury got the case after a juror was replaced by an alternate after she couldn't come to court due to illness.
Weinstein, 73, has pleaded not guilty. 
Nearly eight years ago, a series of sexual misconduct allegations against the Oscar-winning movie producer propelled the #MeToo movement. Some of those accusations later generated criminal charges and convictions in New York and California. 
The New York conviction from 2020 was subsequently overturned, leading to the retrial before a new jury and a different judge. 

    
Jurors heard more than five weeks of testimony, including lengthy and sometimes fiery questioning of Weinstein's three accusers in the case. 
Jessica Mann said he raped her in 2013, when she was trying to build an acting career. Miriam Haley accused him of forcibly performing oral sex on her in 2006, when she was looking for work in entertainment production. 



    
        




    




Kaja Sokola, who wasn't involved in Weinstein's first trial, told jurors that he forced oral sex on her, too, during 2006. At the time, she was a teenage fashion model trying to break into acting. 

    
    
    
"They all had dreams of pursuing careers in the defendant's world, the entertainment industry," prosecutor Nicole Blumberg told jurors in her closing argument Tuesday. She contended that Weinstein let the women think he was interested in their careers when what actually interested him were their bodies, and "he was going to have their bodies and touch their bodies whether they wanted him to or not."

    
Weinstein chose not to testify. His defense called other witnesses, including some former friends of Sokola's and Mann's.
Weinstein's attorneys argued that all three accusers consented to Weinstein's advances because they wanted help with their Hollywood aims. All three stayed on friendly terms with him afterward, a point the defense emphasized. 
"It's transactional, folks. Yes, he wants to fool around with them, and yes, they want something from him," defense lawyer Arthur Aidala said in his summation Tuesday. 

The Associated Press generally does not identify people without their permission if they say they have been sexually assaulted. Sokola, Mann and Haley have agreed to be named.
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                    Entertainment

    Harvey Fierstein, on eve of Tony honor, looks back on his career




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Harvey Fierstein poses with his star at a ceremony on the Hollywood Walk of Fame on April 11, 2016, in Los Angeles.(Photo by Rich Fury/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: Harvey Fierstein, left, and Cyndi Lauper, whose "Kinky Boots" musical garnered 13 nominations, appear at the 2013 Tony Awards Meet the Nominees press reception on May 1, 2013 in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: Harvey Fierstein, the star and author of the play "Torch Song Trilogy," accepts his Tony award in New York on June 5, 1983. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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[image: Actor Harvey Fierstein performs as Edna Turnblad during a rehearsal of the musical "Hairspray" on Nov. 7, 2008 in New York. (AP Photo/Jason DeCrow, File)]
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[image: Harvey Fierstein accepts the Tony Award for best actor in a musical for "Hairspray" during the 57th Annual Tony Awards on June 8, 2003, in New York. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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            By 
            MARK KENNEDY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Last year, Broadway actor and playwright Harvey Fierstein handed director Jack O'Brien the Special Tony Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Theatre. This year, it's his turn.
"Following him is not an easy task. In fact, I spoke to him and he said, 'I just want to put my name in there as someone who would love to give you the award.' And I said, 'Well, I'd rather you didn't.' I said, 'I'd rather you wrote my speech,'" Fierstein says.
Fierstein, the four-time Tony winner behind "Torch Song Trilogy" and "Kinky Boots," will get the award Sunday at Radio City Music Hall.
He connected by Zoom from his home in "a small fictional town in Connecticut" to talk about his career and a Broadway season dominated by George Clooney in "Good Night, and Good Luck" and Denzel Washington in "Othello."
The conversation has been edited for clarity and brevity.

    

AP: Do you know what you're going to say on Tony night?

FIERSTEIN: I never know what I'm going to say. But I have been trying to gather thoughts, which I guess is a good idea. And I watched at least five or six lifetime achievements speeches by others.
AP: Has the honor triggered any personal thoughts?

FIERSTEIN: I did write a line that may or may not end up in my speech, saying that the most humbling thing is to think that my life meant something to the community. It's one thing to be enjoyed, but to have the kind of meaning that they turn around and say, "We want to give you a lifetime achievement"? That's a very heady idea.



    
        




    





AP: Was a lifetime in the theater inevitable?

    
    
    
FIERSTEIN: No, no, no. I guess there are theatrical types, but art was always inevitable. I was sort of artistic, but I thought I'd maybe be a Disney animator. I don't think I ever believed I was good enough to create the Disney characters, but there were people that took the creation and then did the other drawings. I thought I could do that. Something in the arts. I had my BA in painting from Pratt. That's what I thought was going to do.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Harvey Fierstein, the star and author of the play "Torch Song Trilogy," accepts his Tony award in New York on June 5, 1983. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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AP: You arrived on Broadway just as AIDS was consuming the arts. What was Broadway like then?

FIERSTEIN: There was no time to think about it. We had to go to war immediately. If you remember, Ronald Reagan never said the word "AIDS" in eight years. There was no attack against the disease; there was only an attack against people. People wouldn't go to restaurants because there were gay waiters. There were people that wouldn't go to Broadway because there were gay people. They might be in the audience with gay people.

    

AP: You work has always been about compassion. Why didn't you want to burn it all down?

FIERSTEIN: My writing is telling stories that mean something to me. And certainly there's hatred and there's anger in my stories -- and truth -- as far as I can tell them. But the horrible truth is that no matter how badly we act as human beings, there's still a humanity under it all.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Actor Harvey Fierstein performs as Edna Turnblad during a rehearsal of the musical "Hairspray" on Nov. 7, 2008 in New York. (AP Photo/Jason DeCrow, File)]
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[image: Harvey Fierstein, left, and Cyndi Lauper, whose "Kinky Boots" musical garnered 13 nominations, appear at the 2013 Tony Awards Meet the Nominees press reception on May 1, 2013 in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)]
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AP: What are your thoughts about the current Broadway season?

FIERSTEIN: Who would have guessed that we'd have a season where the plays were the big thing and the musicals are sort of ignored? Thanks to George and Denzel and these stars that return to Broadway -- thankfully return to Broadway -- and they've done these plays and it's wonderful. They're bringing an audience that maybe wouldn't go see a musical or a play.

    

AP: Just get them to experience it, right?
FIERSTEIN: Once you go to the theater, once you get in there and if you have a good time, if it does something, you're going to come back. I don't care why you came in the first place. Come back and see what else we have and open your mind and heart -- and wallets.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Harvey Fierstein accepts the Tony Award for best actor in a musical for "Hairspray" during the 57th Annual Tony Awards on June 8, 2003, in New York. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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AP: What about the pipeline of playwrights -- are you happy with it?


FIERSTEIN: There are people that are in love with theater, certainly, but there are people that want to make a living. And those people seem to drift to television and movies. I have a nephew married to a wonderful woman who wants to be a writer, but what she wants to write is movies and TV. It wouldn't even interest her to write a play. I don't know why. It seems easier to write television. It seems easier to write a half-hour where you already are given the characters.
AP: Congratulations again. You are beloved in this community and a lifetime achievement award seems appropriate.

FIERSTEIN: I thought it was because they just wanted to give me something else to dust, because I ain't got enough stuff to dust here.
___
For more coverage of the 2025 Tony Awards, visit https://apnews.com/hub/tony-awards.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/harvey-fierstein-special-tony-2025-d9c9ff070139e149b45dd02b5983b342



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Business

    Fans get in line, long lines, for highly anticipated launch of the Nintendo Switch 2
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            Excited gaming fans have been queuing outside stores in Tokyo as Nintendo's much-anticipated Switch 2 finally went on sale. Many of those waiting to collect their prized console had secured their devices through a competitive lottery system, others had even taken the morning off work to queue.
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            Eager customers lined up outside electronics stores in Tokyo hours in advance to collect their pre-ordered Nintendo Switch 2 video game consoles.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People wait in line outside the Nintendo store in New York's Rockefeller Center, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            People wait in line outside the Nintendo store in New York's Rockefeller Center, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A stack of Nintendo Switch 2 devices is restocked at the Nintendo store in New York's Rockefeller Center, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 18 | 
            A stack of Nintendo Switch 2 devices is restocked at the Nintendo store in New York's Rockefeller Center, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Customers lin up to purchase Nintendo Switch 2 at an electronics retailer in Tokyo, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)]
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            Customers lin up to purchase Nintendo Switch 2 at an electronics retailer in Tokyo, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People line up outside a Target store for the new Nintendo Switch 2 video game consoles on Thursday, June 5, 2025 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato)]
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[image: A Nintendo store cashier places a Switch 2 in a bag for a customer at the Nintendo store in New York's Rockefeller Center, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Darren Stallcup, left, of San Francisco reacts as Nicholas Oehlberg, right, of San Francisco documents the event as they play the Mario Kart World for Nintendo Switch 2 game with others at the Nintendo Store for a pre-launch event for the Ninentdo Switch 2 on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in San Francisco. (Lea Suzuki/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: People line up outside a Target store for the new Nintendo Switch 2 video game consoles on Thursday, June 5, 2025 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato)]
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[image: A customer receives the new Nintendo Switch 2 video game console at a Target store on Thursday, June 5, 2025 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato)]
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            A customer receives the new Nintendo Switch 2 video game console at a Target store on Thursday, June 5, 2025 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People line up outside a Target store for the new Nintendo Switch 2 video game consoles on Thursday, June 5, 2025 in New York. (AP Photo/Shawn Chen)]
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            People line up outside a Target store for the new Nintendo Switch 2 video game consoles on Thursday, June 5, 2025 in New York. (AP Photo/Shawn Chen)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A customer is handed a ticket for the new Nintendo Switch 2 video game console at a Target store on Thursday, June 5, 2025 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato)]
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            A customer is handed a ticket for the new Nintendo Switch 2 video game console at a Target store on Thursday, June 5, 2025 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A customer purchases Nintendo Switch 2 at an electronics retailer in Tokyo, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)]
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[image: A customer receives the new Nintendo Switch 2 video game console at a Target store on Thursday, June 5, 2025 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato)]
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[image: Un cliente recibe la nueva consola para videojuegos Nintendo Switch 2 en una tienda de la cadena Target, el jueves 5 de junio de 2025 en Chicago. (AP Foto/Kiichiro Sato)]
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            Un cliente recibe la nueva consola para videojuegos Nintendo Switch 2 en una tienda de la cadena Target, el jueves 5 de junio de 2025 en Chicago. (AP Foto/Kiichiro Sato)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A stack of the Nintendo Switch 2 devices are handed off at the Nintendo store in New York's Rockefeller Center, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            A stack of the Nintendo Switch 2 devices are handed off at the Nintendo store in New York's Rockefeller Center, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Nintendo Switch 2 is sold at the Nintendo store in New York's Rockefeller Center, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            A Nintendo Switch 2 is sold at the Nintendo store in New York's Rockefeller Center, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nintendo Switch 2 devices are ready for sale at the Nintendo store in New York's Rockefeller Center, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            Nintendo Switch 2 devices are ready for sale at the Nintendo store in New York's Rockefeller Center, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            AYAKA MCGILL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Eager customers joined long lines outside of stores from Tokyo to New York City hours before they opened in hopes of snaring a long-awaited Nintendo Switch 2 video game console.
The much anticipated Switch 2, being released around the world Thursday, is an upgrade to its eight-year-old predecessor with new social features meant to draw players into online gaming. Nintendo is counting on the Switch 2 to boost sagging sales.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Customers lin up to purchase Nintendo Switch 2 at an electronics retailer in Tokyo, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)]
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[image: Darren Stallcup, left, of San Francisco reacts as Nicholas Oehlberg, right, of San Francisco documents the event as they play the Mario Kart World for Nintendo Switch 2 game with others at the Nintendo Store for a pre-launch event for the Ninentdo Switch 2 on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in San Francisco. (Lea Suzuki/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: A customer receives the new Nintendo Switch 2 video game console at a Target store on Thursday, June 5, 2025 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato)]
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In the U.S., a chaotic pre-order process in April left some fans frustrated after the consoles quickly sold out. Still, some eager fans lined up early Thursday at retailers such as Target in hopes of purchasing a unit.
"I'm just rolling the dice here," said Edgar Huo, who was in a line of about 25 outside of a Target in the Tribeca neighborhood of Manhattan, New York. Many of those waiting for the store to open had ordered online, but a few like Huo hoped for a chance at purchasing any extra inventory the store had. 

    
In Japan, the new consoles were sold through a competitive lottery system that Nintendo said got about 2.2 million applications.
Outside the official draw, some retailers offered their own lotteries to pre-order the devices.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A customer purchases Nintendo Switch 2 at an electronics retailer in Tokyo, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)]
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Koji Takahashi was among those who missed out on the official draw but he was selected in the second round of a lottery held by a major electronics retailer in Japan.

    
    Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    




    
    
    
He was first in line waiting outside the store, arriving four hours ahead of its opening. He hoped to secure a limited supply of Nintendo accessories to buy along with his pre-ordered Switch 2.
"I feel very sorry for those who weren't successful in the lottery. But I also had tough time getting this far, so I hope they forgive me!" Takahashi said. 
Nintendo of America President Doug Bowser told CBS Morning Plus today that the company is aware of the demand for its newest system and is working to get units into the hands of customers.
"We have a steady supply of manufacturing that will be coming in, and we believe we'll be able to meet that demand all the way through the summer, through Father's Day and then on into the holiday period also," Bowser said. 

    
The new console comes with a larger and higher resolution screen than its predecessor, with improved processing power, offering smoother and more vivid graphics. Central to its updated system is a new "C" button on its controller, which will launch a "GameChat" feature that requires a subscription to Nintendo's Switch online service. It allows players to "communicate with friends and family while playing a game," and lets them share their game screen with others. A built-in microphone will also allow chatting with other gamers.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Staff and members of the public try the Nintendo Switch 2 during a launch event at an electronics retailer in Tokyo, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)]
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Nintendo has said it expects to sell 15 million Switch 2 consoles for the fiscal year through March 2026.
The company has promised to roll out attractive software for the Switch 2 later this year, including "The Legend of Zelda" games, a Pokemon title and a Kirby game, as well as offerings from outside software companies.

Nintendo is capitalizing on the launch with the opening of a store in San Francisco and the Super Nintendo World amusement facility in Orlando, Florida, both set for this month.
The Switch 2's rollout arrives at an uncertain time for much of the gaming industry due to new tariffs implemented by U.S. President Donald Trump.
In the U.S., the Switch 2's baseline launch price is $449.99 -- significantly higher than the original Switch's $299 price tag. 
U.S. preorders for the Switch 2 were delayed for several weeks so the company could assess the potential impact of tariffs.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A customer purchases Nintendo Switch 2 at an electronics retailer in Tokyo, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)]
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    What to know about the much-anticipated Nintendo Switch 2 on launch day
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            Excited gaming fans have been queuing outside stores in Tokyo as Nintendo's much-anticipated Switch 2 finally went on sale. Many of those waiting to collect their prized console had secured their devices through a competitive lottery system, others had even taken the morning off work to queue.
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            Eager customers lined up outside electronics stores in Tokyo hours in advance to collect their pre-ordered Nintendo Switch 2 video game consoles.
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[image: From left to right, Kenneth Knotts, of Danville and Ian Suelter-Davison, of Santa Cruz sit in chairs they brought to wait in line as they wait to enter the Nintendo Store for a pre-launch event for the Ninentdo Switch 2 on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in San Francisco. (Lea Suzuki/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Nintendo Switch 2 finally hit store shelves on Thursday, eight years after the initial release of Japanese video-game maker Nintendo's popular video game console.
Even with a hefty $450 price tag, fans around the world, from Japan to the U.S., lined up outside stores to pick up pre-orders or have a chance to buy the device. The release ends months of anticipation that included pre-order hiccups and fears that tariffs would delay the release of the Switch 2.
Here's what to know about the release and where you can buy it.



    
        




    




What is the Nintendo Switch?
The Nintendo Switch's unique ability to switch from a handheld console to a traditional one helped make it a hit when it launched in 2017. The Nintendo Switch Lite, which was a handheld-only device released two years later, also became popular, especially during the pandemic. It helped usher in bestselling Nintendo games including "The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild," "Mario Kart 8 Deluxe" and "Animal Crossing: New Horizons."
The Nintendo Switch 2 adds interactive chat and screenshare functions to connect gamers. It will also have a more vibrant display and a larger screen.
Nintendo has sold a total of 152 million Switches, just behind its best-selling Nintendo DS console which saw 154 million units move, according to the company. But demand has dwindled for the Switch, now in its eighth year after its debut. Nintendo hopes the new console will boost its declining sales.

    
    
    
How much is it and where do I buy it?
The base Switch 2 costs $450 and a bundle with the new "Mario Kart World" included costs $500. It can be found online and in-store at major retailers like Walmart, Target and Best Buy, as well as specialty retailers such as GameStop, but it is expected to be snapped up fast and widespread shortages are expected.

    
What were the hiccups in the rollout?
The on-again, off-again tariffs ordered by President Trump -- which included goods from Japan -- sparked fears Nintendo might have to delay the device. But the launch comes within the 90-day pause on most tariffs. U.S. preorders for the Switch 2 were delayed for several weeks so the company could assess the potential impact of tariffs.
When they started in April, high demand sparked a chaotic pre-order process. Scores of consumers trying to pre-order ran into delays or errors.
Shoppers took to social media to share long wait times and screenshots of error messages and carts that suddenly went empty. Nintendo acknowledged the "very high demand" at the time and said it was working hard to fulfill orders, but also urged people to try to buy the device without a pre-order on June 5. 
What are Nintendo's expectations for the device?
Nintendo said it expects to sell 15 million Switch 2 consoles for the fiscal year through March 2026. 

The company is hoping the device jump-starts its sagging sales. In May Nintendo reported a 43% decline in profit for the fiscal year through March but promised a turnaround.
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    Private Japanese lunar lander heads toward a touchdown in the moon's far north




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by ispace, inc. shows the Resilience lander circling the moon, Wednesday June 4, 2025. (ispace, inc. via AP)]
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                                        A private lunar lander from Japan is closing in on the moon, aiming for a touchdown in the unexplored far north with a mini rover.
The moon landing attempt by Tokyo-based company ispace on Friday Japan time is the latest entry in the rapidly expanding commercial lunar rush.
The encore comes two years after the company's first moonshot ended in a crash landing, giving rise to the name Resilience for its successor lander. Resilience holds a rover with a shovel to gather lunar dirt as well as a Swedish artist's toy-size red house that will be lowered onto the moon's dusty surface.
Long the province of governments, the moon became a target of private outfits in 2019, with more flops than wins along the way.
Launched in January from Florida on a long, roundabout journey, Resilience entered lunar orbit last month. It shared a SpaceX ride with Firefly Aerospace's Blue Ghost, which reached the moon faster and became the first private entity to successfully land there in March. 

    
Another U.S. company, Intuitive Machines, arrived at the moon a few days after Firefly. But the tall, spindly lander face-planted in a crater near the moon's south pole and was declared dead within hours. 



    
        




    




Resilience is targeting the top of the moon, a less forbidding place than the shadowy bottom. The ispace team chose a flat area with few boulders in Mare Frigoris or Sea of Cold, a long and narrow region full of craters and ancient lava flows that stretches across the near side's northern tier.

    
    
    
Once settled with power and communication flowing, the 7.5-foot (2.3-meter) Resilience will beam back pictures, expected several hours or more after touchdown. It will be at least the weekend, according to ispace, before the lander lowers the piggybacking rover onto the lunar surface.
Made of carbon fiber-reinforced plastic with four wheels, ispace's European-built rover -- named Tenacious -- sports a high-definition camera to scout out the area and a shovel to scoop up some lunar dirt for NASA.

    
The rover, weighing just 11 pounds (5 kilograms), will stick close to the lander, going in circles at a speed of less than one inch (a couple centimeters) per second. It's capable of venturing up to two-thirds of a mile (1 kilometer) from the lander and should be operational throughout the two-week mission, the period of daylight.
Besides science and tech experiments, there's an artistic touch.
The rover holds a tiny, Swedish-style red cottage with white trim and a green door, dubbed the Moonhouse by creator Mikael Genberg, for placement on the lunar surface.
Takeshi Hakamada, CEO and founder of ispace, considers the latest moonshot "merely a steppingstone," with its next, much bigger lander launching by 2027 with NASA involvement, and even more to follow. 
"We're not trying to corner the market. We're trying to build the market," Jeremy Fix, chief engineer for ispace's U.S. subsidiary, said at a conference last month. "It's a huge market, a huge potential."
Fix noted that ispace, like other businesses, does not have "infinite funds" and cannot afford repeated failures. While not divulging the cost of the current mission, company officials said it's less than the first one which exceeded $100 million.

    
Two other U.S. companies are aiming for moon landings by year's end: Jeff Bezos' Blue Origin and Astrobotic Technology. Astrobotic's first lunar lander missed the moon altogether in 2024 and came crashing back through Earth's atmosphere.
For decades, governments competed to get to the moon. Only five countries have pulled off successful robotic lunar landings: Russia, the U.S., China, India and Japan. Of those, only the U.S. has landed people on the moon: 12 NASA astronauts from 1969 through 1972.
NASA expects to send four astronauts around the moon next year. That would be followed a year or more later by the first lunar landing by a crew in more than a half-century, with SpaceX's Starship providing the lift from lunar orbit all the way down to the surface. China also has moon landing plans for its own astronauts by 2030. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    What is Fusarium graminearum, the fungus US authorities say was smuggled in from China?
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            Federal prosecutors in Michigan charged two Chinese researchers with smuggling a crop-killing fungus into the U.S. last summer. What do we know about the fungus? (AP video: Mike Householder)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo published by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Agricultural Research Service on May 29, 2025, shows the top half of a wheat head, which is infected with Fusarium head blight, a costly fungal disease that can diminish the grain yield and quality of wheat, barley and certain other cereal crops. (Mathew Helm/U.S. Department of Agriculture's Agricultural Research Service via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by United States District Court For The Eastern District Of Michigan shows toxic plant pathogens that a Chinese scientist entered the U.S. last year stashed in his backpack, federal authorities said Tuesday, June 3, 2025, as they filed charges against him and a girlfriend who worked in a lab at the University of Michigan. (United States District Court For The Eastern District Of Michigan via AP) A]
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[image: This image provided by Nicole Gauthier shows a colonization of Fusarium head blight, a costly fungal disease, growing on field-grown hemp in Kentucky on Sept. 29, 2020. (Nicole Gauthier via AP)]
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            This image provided by Nicole Gauthier shows a colonization of Fusarium head blight, a costly fungal disease, growing on field-grown hemp in Kentucky on Sept. 29, 2020. (Nicole Gauthier via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Federal prosecutors charged two Chinese researchers on Tuesday with smuggling a crop-killing fungus into the U.S. last summer -- charges that come amid heightened political tensions between the two countries and as the Trump administration moves to revoke visas from visiting Chinese students.
Yunqing Jian and Zunyong Liu are charged with conspiracy, smuggling, making false statements and visa fraud for allegedly bringing the fungus Fusarium graminearum into the U.S. Jian, 33, was booked in a Detroit federal court. Liu, 34, is thought to be in China.
According to the FBI, Liu had small baggies of the fungus stashed in his backpack when he flew to the U.S. last year and, after claiming ignorance about the plant material inside them, said he was planning to use it for research at a University of Michigan lab where Jian worked and where Liu previously worked.



    
        




    




What is Fusarium head blight?
Fusarium graminearum causes a disease called Fusarium head blight that can wipe out cereal crops such as wheat, barley and maize and rice -- it inflicts $1 billion in losses annually on U.S. wheat and barley crops, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
It isn't the only fungus to cause Fusarium head blight, but it's the most common culprit in the U.S. The fungus infects plants early in the growing season, shriveling wheat grains and blanching crop heads a whitish-tan color. It also causes a toxin to accumulate in wheat kernels that can make them unsafe for people and livestock to eat.

    
    Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Nicknamed "vomitoxin" because it's most known for causing livestock to throw up, it can also cause diarrhea, abdominal pain, headache and fever in animals and people.

    
    
    
Wheat and other grain crops are screened for various toxins, including Fusarium graminearum, before they can be used to feed animals and humans. Farmers have to throw out any infected grains, which can cause devastating losses.
"It's one of the many problems that farmers have to deal with that risks their livelihood," said David Geiser, a Fusarium expert at Penn State.

    
What are the accusations?
Although Jian and Liu are accused of smuggling Fusarium graminearum into the country, the fungus is already prevalent in the U.S. -- particularly in the east and Upper Midwest -- and scientists have been studying it for decades.
Researchers often bring foreign plants, animals and even strains of fungi to the U.S. to study them, but they must file certain permits before moving anything across state or national borders. Studying the genes of a foreign fungus strain, for example, can help scientists learn how it tolerates heat, resists pesticides or mutates.
"We look at variations among individuals just like we do humans," said Nicole Gauthier, a plant pathologist at the University of Kentucky who studies Fusarium.
That said, it's unclear why the Chinese researchers might have wanted to bring that strain of Fusarium graminearum into the U.S. and why they didn't fill out the proper paperwork to do so.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    A long-running experiment finds a tiny particle is still acting weird




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by the Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory shows the ring-shaped track that scientists used to study tiny particles called muons, July 20, 2023 in Batavia, Ill. (Ryan Postel/Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Final results from a long-running U.S.-based experiment announced Tuesday show a tiny particle continues to act strangely -- but that's still good news for the laws of physics as we know them.
"This experiment is a huge feat in precision," said Tova Holmes, an experimental physicist at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville who is not part of the collaboration.
The mysterious particles called muons are considered heavier cousins to electrons. They wobble like a top when inside a magnetic field, and scientists are studying that motion to see if it lines up with the foundational rulebook of physics called the Standard Model.
Experiments in the 1960s and 1970s seemed to indicate all was well. But tests at Brookhaven National Laboratory in the late 1990s and early 2000s produced something unexpected: the muons weren't behaving like they should. 

    
Decades later, an international collaboration of scientists decided to rerun the experiments with an even higher degree of precision. The team raced muons around a magnetic, ring-shaped track -- the same one used in Brookhaven's experiment -- and studied their signature wiggle at the Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory near Chicago. 



    
        




    




The first two sets of results -- unveiled in 2021 and 2023 -- seemed to confirm the muons' weird behavior, prompting theoretical physicists to try to reconcile the new measurements with the Standard Model.

    
    
    
Now, the group has completed the experiment and released a measurement of the muon's wobble that agrees with what they found before, using more than double the amount of data compared to 2023. They submitted their results to the journal Physical Review Letters.
That said, it's not yet closing time for our most basic understanding of what's holding the universe together. While the muons raced around their track, other scientists found a way to more closely reconcile their behavior with the Standard Model with the help of supercomputers. 

    
There's still more work to be done as researchers continue to put their heads together and future experiments take a stab at measuring the muon wobble -- including one at the Japan Proton Accelerator Research Complex that's expected to start near the end of the decade. Scientists also are still analyzing the final muon data to see if they can glean information about other mysterious entities like dark matter.
"This measurement will remain a benchmark ... for many years to come," said Marco Incagli with the National Institute for Nuclear Physics in Italy. 
By wrangling muons, scientists are striving to answer fundamental questions that have long puzzled humanity, said Peter Winter with Argonne National Laboratory.
"Aren't we all curious to understand how the universe works?" said Winter.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    FACT FOCUS: Trump's claims about remedial math at Harvard don't add up




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Students cheer during Harvard University's commencement ceremonies, Thursday, May 29, 2025 in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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                                        As the White House moves to revoke Harvard University's certification to enroll foreign students -- escalating a battle between the administration and the oldest and wealthiest college in the U.S. -- President Donald Trump is falsely claiming that Harvard offers "remedial mathematics" on topics such as simple addition.
He most recently took aim at the school's math offerings during a swearing-in ceremony in the Oval Office on Wednesday for Interim U.S. Attorney for Washington, D.C. Jeanine Pirro, a Fox News host who was formerly a county prosecutor and elected judge, in response to a question from a reporter about how the "confrontation" with Harvard will end.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: "Harvard announced two weeks ago that they're going to teach remedial mathematics, remedial, meaning they're going to teach low grade mathematics like two plus two is four. How did these people get into Harvard? If they can't, if they can't do basic mathematics, how did they do it?"

    
THE FACTS: Harvard does not offer a remedial math class covering basic arithmetic. Asked whether Trump was referring to a specific class, a White House spokesperson provided information about Mathematics MA5, which was introduced in the fall of 2024 as a new format for an existing course that offers extra support in calculus. The original course -- Mathematics MA -- is still offered.



    
        




    




"Harvard College does not offer any so-called remedial math classes," said James Chisholm, a spokesperson for the university's Faculty of Arts and Sciences, which encompasses its undergraduate program.

    
    
    
He added: "Math MA5 is a college-level calculus class. It is simply a new format of Math MA, the introductory freshman calculus course that has been taught at Harvard for decades."
Students in Mathematics MA and MA5 have the exact same homework, exams and grading structure, according to Chisholm. The only difference is that the former meets three days a week and the latter five days a week. They are both prerequisites for higher-level math courses.

    
One question on a sample exam Chisholm provided asks students to write a formula for determining the total number of cases during a hypothetical epidemic after a certain amount of days.
The Harvard Crimson reported in September that Director of Introductory Math Brendan Kelly said Mathematics MA5 is "aimed at rectifying a lack of foundational algebra skills among students" created by the COVID-19 pandemic.
A course description notes that its "extra support will target foundational skills in algebra, geometry, and quantitative reasoning."
Harvard Extension School, the university's continuing education program aimed at working adults, offers a precalculus course. Most students need only register to attend. Those who want to pursue a degree must first successfully complete two or three courses in their chosen field of study. Those earning a certificate or taking a single course must only meet certain enrollment requirements, such as English proficiency.
Harvard College undergraduates, who must apply to the university and be admitted under its rigorous admission standards, are not allowed to cross-register for Harvard Extension School classes.

    
"Harvard Extension School is 100% distinct from Harvard College and the two have nothing to do with each other in terms of curriculum or students," said Chisholm.
Harvard's Rising Scholars Program, an invite-only opportunity for incoming Harvard College students from "high schools that offered them limited college-level academic enrichment opportunities" offers a summer course for students who need an additional foundation on topics such as precalculus and algebra.
"The important point on Rising Scholars is it's more about the incoming student's high school than the individual student's ability," said Chisholm.
Harvard has also offered an Emerging Scholars Program to similarly support freshmen enrolled in introductory calculus who are interested in fields related to science, technology, engineering and mathematics, in an effort to "correct systemic inequalities in math and science K-12 education that have affected our college students for many years."

    
The median math score for the most recently enrolled undergraduate class at Harvard College was 790 out of 800 on the SATs and 35 out of 36 on the ACTs. The average high school GPA was 4.2.

"There is no university in America that is as difficult to earn admission to as Harvard -- no matter your demographics," said Brian Taylor, managing partner at the college counseling service Ivy Coach. "President Trump's math in this case simply doesn't add up."
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                    Politics

    FACT FOCUS: Trump claims the US is the only country with birthright citizenship. It's not
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            The Supreme Court seems intent on keeping a block on President Donald Trump's restrictions on birthright citizenship while looking for a way to scale back nationwide court orders. (AP Video: Nathan Ellgren)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hannah Liu, 26, of Washington, holds up a sign in support of birthright citizenship, Thursday, May 15, 2025, outside of the Supreme Court in Washington. "This is enshrined in the Constitution. My parents are Chinese immigrants," says Liu. "They came here on temporary visas so I derive my citizenship through birthright." (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: The Supreme Court is seen on Capitol Hill in Washington, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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                                        As the Supreme Court prepared to hear arguments Thursday on whether to allow President Donald Trump's restrictions on birthright citizenship to take effect, he falsely claimed on Truth Social that the United States is the only country that offers such a right.
Trump signed an executive order on Jan. 20, the first day of his second term, that would deny citizenship to children who are born to people who are living in the U.S. illegally or temporarily. It has been put on nationwide holds by lower court orders.
The administration is now appealing, on an emergency basis, the authority of individual judges to issue these rulings, known as nationwide, or universal, injunctions. The constitutionality of the executive order itself is not yet before the court.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
TRUMP, discussing birthright citizenship in a Truth Social post: "The United States of America is the only Country in the World that does this, for what reason, nobody knows."

    
THE FACTS: This is not true. About 30 countries, including the U.S., offer unconditional birthright citizenship, according to the CIA World Factbook and the Library of Congress. Birthright citizenship was enshrined in the Constitution after the Civil War to ensure that formerly enslaved people would be citizens.



    
        




    




"The statement is pretty obviously wrong," said Ilya Somin, a professor of law at George Mason University who is an expert on constitutional law and migration rights. "Many countries have birthright citizenship, though in some of them the rules are different from those in the US."

    
    
    
Birthright citizenship is a principle known as jus soli or "right of the soil." It bases citizenship on a person being born within a country's territory. In contrast, the principle of jus sanguinis or "right of blood" determines citizenship based on the citizenship of one's parents or other ancestors.

    
Citizenship is granted to anyone born in the U.S., regardless of the parents' immigration status. Only children of diplomats, who have allegiance to another government, and of enemies present in the U.S. during hostile occupation do not qualify. Those born to parents of sovereign Native American tribes were also excluded until the Indian Citizenship Act of 1924.

    
    
    
Most countries with unconditional birthright citizenship, among them Canada and Mexico, are concentrated in the Americas. The rest are in Africa and Asia. Some countries offer citizenship to those born in their territory to noncitizen parents only under certain conditions, such as the legal status of their parents or the age of the person applying for citizenship based on place of birth.
The first sentence of the Constitution's 14th Amendment, often referred to as the Citizenship Clause, guarantees birthright citizenship. It states: "All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside."
This clause effectively overturned the notorious Dred Scott decision of 1857, in which the Supreme Court held that Black people, no matter whether or not they were enslaved, were not citizens. It was ratified, along with the rest of the 14th Amendment, in 1868 after it was passed by the Senate in 1866. The Civil War ended in 1865.


    
Trump's executive order on birthright citizenship conflicts with a Supreme Court decision from 1898 that held that the Citizenship Clause made citizens of all children born on U.S. soil with narrow exceptions that are not at issue in the case currently before the court.
The justices are also considering appeals from the Trump administration on several other issues, many related to immigration.
____
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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    FACT FOCUS: Trump blames other countries for high US drug prices. Experts say it's not their fault




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump, with Dr. Mehmet Oz, Administrator of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, left, and Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., right, holds an executive order related to drug prices, in the Roosevelt Room of the White House in Washington, Monday, May 12, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        President Donald Trump incorrectly placed the blame for high prescription drug prices in the U.S. on foreign nations, making the comments Monday when signing an executive order intended to lower their cost.
The order sets a 30-day deadline for drugmakers to electively lower prices in the U.S. or face new limits in the future over what the government will pay. If favorable deals are not reached, Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. will be tasked with developing a new rule that ties prices the U.S. pays for medications to lower prices paid by other countries.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: "We were subsidizing others' healthcare, the countries where they pay a small fraction of what -- for the same drug that what we pay, many, many times more for, and will no longer tolerate profiteering and price gouging from Big Pharma. But again, it was really the countries that forced Big Pharma to do things that frankly, I'm not sure they really felt comfortable doing. But they've gotten away with it, these countries. European Union has been brutal, brutal."

    
THE FACTS: This is misleading. Prices for most prescription drugs -- unbranded generics are the exception -- are higher in the U.S. than they are in other high-income countries. But, experts say, it is in large part the way drug prices are negotiated in the U.S. that drives up costs.



    
        




    




"There are structural differences in the way that we price drugs in the United States and in the way that other developed, industrialized countries price drugs," said Mariana Socal, an associate professor of health policy and management at the Johns Hopkins University who studies the U.S. pharmaceutical market. "And those differences really are the ones that account for these differences in price that we see at the end of the day."

    
    
    
A 2024 report published by the RAND research organization found, using 2022 data, that prices in the U.S. were 2.78 times higher than those in 33 comparable countries across all drugs. Brand-name drugs represented the largest gap. The U.S. made up 62% of sales out of $989 billion of total drug spending among the countries studied, according to the report, but only 24% of volume.

    
According to experts, drug companies in the U.S. are generally able to price medications higher in the U.S. because the country's drug market operates as a fragmented system where companies negotiate with individual insurers or pharmacy benefit managers, commonly known as PBMs. Many countries with lower costs have one regulatory agency that negotiates prices on behalf of the entire population, a significant bargaining chip given that drug companies can't divide and conquer as they can in the U.S. If a regulator walks away, the company loses out on profits entirely -- in other words, something is better than nothing.
"Anything you can do to kind of bring more bargaining power to the table against the drug companies by making a decision for more beneficiaries, or more patients, that's going to put more downward pressure on drug prices," said Courtney Yarbrough, an assistant professor of health policy and management at Emory University.

    
As it stands, drug costs in the U.S. and other countries are not directly linked, though they can affect each other. Trump's executive order establishes a "most favored nation" pricing model should drugmakers not voluntarily lower costs. This means that the U.S. would peg the cost of prescription drugs to the lowest prices in comparably developed countries. It's unclear what -- if any -- impact the order will have on millions of Americans who have private health insurance. The federal government has the most power to shape the price it pays for drugs covered by Medicare and Medicaid.
But the U.S. paying less for prescription drugs doesn't mean other countries will automatically pay more. For example, Yarbrough explained that instead of agreeing to higher prices, other countries could simply enter into secret arrangements for increased discounts and then hide what they actually pay.

    
"We're not in a static global pharmaceutical market," she said.
Manufacturers, wholesalers, PBMs and other members of the supply chain also have a motivation to maximize profits, not lower costs for consumers. In this spirit, manufacturers often use patents to make it impossible for cheaper versions of drugs to come to market. Although he repeatedly defended pharmaceutical companies at Monday's news conference, Trump simultaneously threatened the companies with federal investigations into their practices.

"There are no saints in this industry, these are all for-profit companies," said Geoffrey Joyce, director of health policy at the University of Southern California's Schaeffer Center. "Their incentives are all wrong. Everybody makes more money off of higher list prices, so they just push list prices up."
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                    U.S. News

    Flying boats make for a rare sight as Washington clears an island of derelict vessels by helicopter




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                

    

    
        

    


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            More than a dozen abandoned boats were airlifted by a helicopter off an uninhabited island in Washington state's Puget Sound for an operation funded by a federal grant.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lucy Trout, from Olympia, Wash., watches as an abandoned ship is transported to shore on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Olympia, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Lucy Trout, from Olympia, Wash., watches as an abandoned ship is transported to shore on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Olympia, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People watch as a helicopter carries an abandoned ship from Squaxin Island to shore on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Olympia, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: An abandoned ship is lowered from a helicopter on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Olympia, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            An abandoned ship is lowered from a helicopter on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Olympia, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: With the Washington Capitol building in the background, an abandoned ship is airlifted on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Olympia, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            With the Washington Capitol building in the background, an abandoned ship is airlifted on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Olympia, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Washington Department of Natural Resources' Lowell Dickson watches as a helicopter moves an abandoned ship on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Olympia, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Washington Department of Natural Resources' Lowell Dickson watches as a helicopter moves an abandoned ship on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Olympia, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A steering wheel of an abandoned ship is covered in barnacles on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Olympia, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            A steering wheel of an abandoned ship is covered in barnacles on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Olympia, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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                                        OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP) -- As the owner of a marina, Kate Gervais is used to seeing boats in the water. But for the last couple of days, she's been seeing them in the air.
The Washington Department of Natural Resources this week used one of its firefighting helicopters to haul abandoned boats off an uninhabited island in the southernmost reaches of Puget Sound, where the vessels had come to rest after drifting with the currents, and fly them to the mainland to be deconstructed later.

    
With 14 vessels removed, it was the agency's largest operation of its kind, officials said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An abandoned ship is lowered from a helicopter on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Olympia, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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"It was a very, very weird sight," said Gervais, who owns Boston Harbor Marina, just north of Olympia. "The sail boat with the mast was the weirdest one to see."
A boat removal by helicopter is typically done by a private pilot, but for this operation, which was funded by a federal grant, the DNR opted to use one of its firefighting helicopters. It was cheaper and helped stretch the $1 million NOAA grant, said Commissioner of Public Lands Dave Upthegrove.
The state agency opts to airlift boats when towing them would disrupt the marine bed or surrounding environment too much. The aquatic lands where the boats land often include kelp beds, which are critical for supporting the forage fish that salmon rely on.



    
        




    




Vessels for this operation where found in hard-to-reach coves, at the tree line or in mud that rendered an airlift a better option, agency staff said. 

    
    
    
Since the boat removal program began in 2002, the department has hauled out more than 1,200 derelict vessels. There are at least 300 more out there, with more found all the time, Upthegrove said.
"It's a real challenge impacting the Puget Sound when people essentially dump their old boats into the water because they don't want to deal with disposing of them," he said. "That burden then falls on all of us." 
The federal grant allowed the state to clean up boats on Squaxin Island, an uninhabited island that is of particular cultural importance to the Squaxin Island Tribe. The tribe's people once shared vast lands in western Washington state, but following the 1854 Treaty of Medicine Creek, the island -- 4.5 miles (7.2 kilometers) long and half a mile (800 meters) wide -- was the main area reserved for them, according to the tribe's website.

    
Eventually, the tribe's members moved off the island, but they continue to use it for fishing, hunting, shellfish gathering and camping.

"The Squaxin Island Tribe is very enthusiastic about this opportunity to work with DNR to clean-up derelict vessels on tribal lands," said Daniel Kuntz, the tribe's policy and program manager. "Maintaining clean beaches and water are essential to the Squaxin Island culture to ensure gathering access for future generations."
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                    U.S. News

    Dilly Dally the sea turtle returns to the ocean after flipper amputation
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            A sea turtle named Dilly Dally crawled into the Atlantic Ocean Wednesday morning, months after having a front flipper amputated at a Florida turtle hospital. (AP Video/Cody Jackson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People look on as an adolescent loggerhead sea turtle named Dilly-Dally, whose front flipper was amputated after she was rescued in January suffering from predator wounds, crawls into the Atlantic Ocean after being released, on the beach in front of Loggerhead Marinelife Center in Juno Beach, Fla., Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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            People look on as an adolescent loggerhead sea turtle named Dilly-Dally, whose front flipper was amputated after she was rescued in January suffering from predator wounds, crawls into the Atlantic Ocean after being released, on the beach in front of Loggerhead Marinelife Center in Juno Beach, Fla., Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People look on as an adolescent loggerhead sea turtle named Dilly-Dally, whose front flipper was amputated after she was rescued in January suffering from predator wounds, crawls toward the Atlantic Ocean after being released, on the beach in front of Loggerhead Marinelife Center in Juno Beach, Fla., Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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            People look on as an adolescent loggerhead sea turtle named Dilly-Dally, whose front flipper was amputated after she was rescued in January suffering from predator wounds, crawls toward the Atlantic Ocean after being released, on the beach in front of Loggerhead Marinelife Center in Juno Beach, Fla., Wednesday, June 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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                                        JUNO BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- An adolescent loggerhead sea turtle named Dilly Dally crawled into the Atlantic Ocean Wednesday morning, months after having a front flipper amputated at a Florida turtle hospital. 
The turtle was brought to Loggerhead Marinelife Center in January suffering from predator wounds to the front flipper. The veterinary crew at the Juno Beach facility assisted in Dilly Dally's rehabilitation and care.
"Every time we can release a turtle back into the wild is special and not just for us but for all the interns and volunteers and everyone that puts an effort to getting these turtles back out there. It's always a really special day," said Marika Weber, a veterinary technician at the center.
Stormy weather on Wednesday almost caused Dilly Dally's release to be postponed. But they packed the turtle up and drove the short distance to the beach. A crowd of beachgoers cheered as the turtle made its way to the ocean.

    
A satellite tracking device attached to Dilly Dally's shell will allow the center and the public to follow her journey.
The center partnered with the Smithsonian to get the satellite tag, which was attached on Tuesday.




    
        




    




"So now Dilly Dally has an active live satellite tag on her and we can get real-time data on where she goes, which is really exciting because we don't really know what happens to our three flipper turtles once you release them, Weber said. "Now we know if their migration or foraging patterns change and it'll be really helpful to see what happens to these patients."
All sea turtles are endangered or threatened species.
"So every sea turtle that we can save and get back out there is the win for the species."
Follow Dilly Dally's journey at Marinelife Turtle Tracker.
____
Frisaro reported from Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
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                    World News

    Australian woman on trial for mushroom murder of in-laws says she was trying to fix a 'bland' lunch




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Erin Patterson, the woman accused of serving her ex-husband's family poisonous mushrooms, is photographed in Melbourne, Australia, on April 15, 2025. (James Ross/AAP Image via AP)]
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            Erin Patterson, the woman accused of serving her ex-husband's family poisonous mushrooms, is photographed in Melbourne, Australia, on April 15, 2025. (James Ross/AAP Image via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ian Wilkinson departs the Latrobe Valley Magistrates Court in Morwell, Australia, Wednesday, June 4, 2025, during a break in a trial of a woman accused of his attempted murder. (James Ross/AAP Image via AP)]
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- Before Erin Patterson's in-laws and their relatives arrived at her home for lunch, she bought pricey ingredients, consulted friends about recipes and sent her children out to a movie.
Then, the Australian woman served them a dish containing poisonous death cap mushrooms -- a meal that was fatal for three of her four guests.
Whether that was Patterson's plan is at the heart of a triple murder trial that has gripped Australia for nearly six weeks. 
Prosecutors in the Supreme Court case in the state of Victoria say the accused lured her guests to lunch with a lie about having cancer, before deliberately feeding them toxic fungi.
But her lawyers say the tainted beef Wellington she served was a tragic accident caused by a mushroom storage mishap. She denies murdering her estranged husband's parents, Don and Gail Patterson, and their relative, Heather Wilkinson.

    
The mother of two also denies attempting to murder Heather's husband Ian Wilkinson, who survived the meal. In a rare step for a defendant charged with murder, Patterson chose to speak in her own defense at her trial this week.
On Wednesday, she spoke publicly for the first time about the fateful lunch in July 2023 and offered her explanations on how she planned the meal and didn't become sick herself. 

    
    
    
Adding more mushrooms to a 'bland' meal
No one disputes that Patterson, 50, served death cap mushrooms to her guests for lunch in the rural town of Leongatha, but she says she did it unknowingly. 
Patterson said Wednesday she splurged on expensive ingredients and researched ideas to find "something special" to serve. She deviated from her chosen recipe to improve the "bland" flavor, she said. 
She believed she was adding dried fungi bought from an Asian supermarket from a container in her pantry, she told the court. 
"Now I think that there was a possibility that there were foraged ones in there as well," she told her lawyer, Colin Mandy. Patterson had foraged wild mushrooms for years, she told the court Tuesday, and had put some in her pantry weeks before the deaths.

    
The accused says she 'shouldn't have lied' about cancer
Patterson, who formally separated from her husband Simon Patterson in 2015, said she felt "hurt" when Simon told her the night before the lunch that he "wasn't comfortable" attending.
She earlier told his relatives that she'd arranged the meal to discuss her health. Patterson admitted this week that she never had cancer -- but after a health scare, she told her in-laws she did.
In reality, Patterson said she intended to have weight loss surgery. But she was too embarrassed to tell anybody and planned to pretend to her in-laws that she was undergoing cancer treatment instead, she said. 
"I was ashamed of the fact that I didn't have control over my body or what I ate," a tearful Patterson said Wednesday. "I didn't want to tell anybody, but I shouldn't have lied to them."

    
Patterson says she threw up her mushroom meal
The accused said she believes she was spared the worst effects of the poisoned meal because she self-induced vomiting shortly after her lunch guests left. She had binged on most of a cake and then made herself throw up -- a problem she said she had struggled with for decades.
Patterson also said she believes she had eaten enough of the meal to cause her subsequent diarrhea. She then sought hospital treatment but unlike her lunch guests, she quickly recovered.
At the hospital where her guests' health was deteriorating, her estranged husband asked her about the dehydrator she used to dry her foraged mushrooms, she said.
"Is that how you poisoned my parents?" she said Simon Patterson asked her.
Growing afraid she would be blamed for the poisoning and that her children would be taken from her, Patterson said she later disposed of her dehydrator. She told investigators she'd never owned one and hadn't foraged for mushrooms before.
While still at the hospital, she insisted she'd bought all the mushrooms at stores even though she said she knew it was possible that foraged mushrooms had accidentally found their way into the meal. 
She was too frightened to tell anyone, Patterson said. 
Also later, Patterson said she remotely wiped her cell phone while it sat in an evidence locker to remove pictures of mushrooms she'd foraged.

    
Prosecutors argued in opening their case in April that she poisoned her husband's family on purpose, although they didn't suggest a motive. She carefully avoided poisoning herself and faked being ill, they said.

The trial continues on Thursday with Patterson's cross-examination by the prosecutors. If convicted, she faces life in prison for murder and 25 years for attempted murder.
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                    World News

    A hungry wild elephant raids a grocery store in Thailand for snacks
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            An elephant caused a commotion in a grocery store in Thailand when he strolled in from a nearby national park and brazenly helped himself to some snacks.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The male elephant, named Plai Biang Lek, ransacks sweet rice crackers at shop in Nakhon Ratchasima province, Thailand, Monday, June 2, 2025. (Kanokporn Sriboon via AP)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- A hungry wild elephant caused havoc in a grocery store in Thailand on Monday when he strolled in from a nearby national park and helped himself to food on the shelves.
Videos of the incident showed the huge male elephant, known as Plai Biang Lek, briefly stopping in front of the shop, located next to a main road near the Khao Yai National Park in northeastern Thailand, before ducking his whole body inside.
The elephant stopped in front of the shop's counter, calmly snatching and chomping snacks, and did not flinch as the national park workers tried to shoo him away.
The elephant later backed out of the shop still holding a bag of snacks with his trunk. He left little damage behind, except mud tracks on the floor and the ceiling of the shop.
In a video posted on social media, Kamploy Kakaew, the shop owner, appeared amused as she described the moment the elephant rifled her shop. She said he ate about nine bags of sweet rice crackers, a sandwich and some dried bananas she had bought that morning.

    
Kamploy said the elephant left without hurting anyone after getting his snacks. 



    
        




    




Danai Sookkanthachat, a volunteer park worker familiar with the elephant, said Plai Biang Lek, who is about 30 years old, is a familiar sight in the area and has been known to enter people's houses in search of food. This was the first time he had seen him going into a grocery store.

    
    Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


"After he left the shop, he went on to open a bedroom window of another house," he told The Associated Press.

    
    
    
Danai said wild elephants in the Khao Yai National Park area have been coming out of the woods to ransack people's kitchens for many years, but this year he has started seeing them going into more random places to find food.

There were an estimated 4,000 wild elephants in Thailand in 2024, according to the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation. As farmers push into forests for agriculture, elephants have been forced to venture out of their shrinking habitats in search of food, leading to confrontations that can turn deadly.
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                    Oddities

    200-year-old condom decorated with erotic art goes on display in Amsterdam's Rijksmuseum




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image made available by the Rijksmueum shows a condom with print, circa 1830, displayed at Amsterdam's Rijksmuseum. (Kelly Schenk/Rijksmuseum via AP)]
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            MOLLY QUELL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- The Netherlands' national museum has a new object on display that merges art with Amsterdam's infamous Red Light District: a nearly 200-year-old condom, emblazoned with erotic art.
The Rijksmuseum said in a statement that the playful prophylactic, believed to be made around 1830 from a sheep's appendix, "depicts both the playful and the serious side of sexual health."
It is part of an exhibition called "Safe Sex?" about 19th century sex work that opened on Tuesday.
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The condom, possibly a souvenir from a brothel, is decorated with an erotic image of a nun and three clergymen. 

The phrase "This is my choice" is written along the sheath in French. According to the museum, this is a reference to the Pierre-Auguste Renoir painting "The Judgment of Paris," which depicts the Trojan prince Paris judging a beauty contest between three goddesses.
The condom is on display until the end of November.
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                    U.S. News

    The iconic Goodyear Blimp is 100. To celebrate, a flight over Ohio
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            The iconic Goodyear airships are taking a "victory lap" over the skies of an Ohio city this week. The Akron-based company is celebrating the 100th anniversary of the inaugural flight of its first branded blimp. (AP Video by Patrick Aftoora-Orsagos)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Goodyear blimp flies over Michigan Stadium in the first half of an NCAA college football game between Michigan and Southern California in Ann Arbor, Mich., Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)]
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[image: The Goodyear blimp hovers above the 16th hole during the Phoenix Open golf tournament, Sunday, Feb. 12, 2023, in Scottsdale, Ariz. (AP Photo/Darryl Webb, File)]
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            BRUCE SHIPKOWSKI and PATRICK AFTOORA-ORSAGOS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        MOGADORE, Ohio (AP) -- The iconic Goodyear airships are taking a victory lap over the skies of an Ohio city this week.
The Akron-based tire company is celebrating the 100th anniversary of "Pilgrim," its first blimp to take flight just outside of the city on June 3, 1925. The airships took to the skies on Tuesday, and will again on Wednesday and Thursday, flying over land that once housed the company's original hangar.
Jim Crone, who manages airship maintenance, explained why the company chose this swath of land in 1917. "It was secluded. It was away from most of other parts of the city, and it allowed them to build airships here. It's a lot of property."
Goodyear had started experimenting with vessels that would be lighter than aircraft in the early 1900s, and the dirigibles have since become a lasting and iconic symbol of the corporate brand. For some, it evokes nostalgia, while for others it offers a glimpse into a larger-than-life part of advertisement history.

    
Locally and around the country, Crone said the brand has a "cult following." 
"People love the airships," he said. In the Akron area specifically, "they identify with Goodyear and identify with the airships. They've become part of this community."



    
        




    




One of those fans, Madison Hayberg, brought her 2-year-old son Levi with her to see the airships on Tuesday.
"I think it's just a cool thing that a lot of us locally probably take for granted because we see it all the time," she said. "I wanted to bring him because when I was younger I remember they retired one of them so my mom pulled us all from school, brought us and we got to see them all, so I thought it would be cool for him to do something similar."
Here is a by-the-numbers look at Goodyear airships over time:

    
1910
Goodyear establishes an Aeronautics Department to build lighter-than-air aircrafts, and by 1912 the company had built its first balloon. 
In 1930, the "Defender" blimp became the first airship in the world to carry a lit neon sign so the company's name could be seen after dark. 
Goodyear began making airships for the U.S. Navy in 1917, and its first blimp -- the first commercial non-rigid airship flown using helium -- launched years later, becoming a marketing tool. 
From 1942 to 1944, the company built more than 150 airships for the Navy to serve in World War II, flying patrol over warships on the seas with zero reported loss of ships when a blimp was on watch.
New Year's Day 1955
The Goodyear Blimp has been a regular at major sporting events since flying above the 1955 Rose Bowl. A few years later, it became a service vehicle for television coverage while simultaneously functioning as a highly visible advertising platform. 
Since that time, blimps have undergone wholesale changes and improved dramatically: steering technology; safety innovations; high-definition cameras; aerial views captured with specialized systems that compensate for movement during filming, resulting in stable and smooth footage footage; and much quieter rides thanks to relocated engines and propellers.

    
4 blimps
There currently are four Goodyear Blimps -- the three in the U.S. and one in Friedrichshafen, Germany.
Today's Goodyear Blimps are semi-rigid dirigibles, meaning they have an internal frame as compared to previous eras of blimps that could be fully deflated. In 2014, Goodyear transitioned to the New Technology semi-rigid airship platform designed to allow for improved maneuverability and speed.
246 feet
The Goodyear Blimp is 246 feet long (75 meters), which would cover about 80% of a football field. It is 58 feet (18 meters) high and holds three Olympic-sized swimming pools' worth of helium.
Goodyear gets helium for its blimps from multiple sources. Because helium is a finite resource, the company purifies its helium every six to eight weeks to extend its life.
The blimp travels more than 100 days per year, with trips ranging anywhere from three days to three weeks. A crew of nearly 20 people travel with the airship whenever it is touring. Today's Goodyear Blimps fly between 1,000 and 1,500 feet (305 meters and 457 meters) in the air and travel at speeds up to 73 miles per hour (117 kilometers per hour).

    
10 blimp pilots
There currently are fewer blimp pilots in the world than astronauts, according to Goodyear, which has 10 full-time pilots. To serve in that job, you must have a commercial pilot license followed by approximately 250 hours of training to earn an additional lighter-than-air airship rating from the Federal Aviation Administration.
2,500 and 500,000

The blimp has covered more than 2,500 events and taken more than 500,000 passengers for rides, according to Goodyear. Former President Ronald Reagan might be the most famous passenger, but it was rapper Ice Cube who raised the blimp's street cred when he included a line about it in his 1992 song titled "It Was A Good Day."
-------------------
Shipkowski reported from Toms River, New Jersey. 
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                    Lifestyle

    From frustration to joy: What I learned about getting a hearing aid
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            KATHERINE ROTH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- My first tip-off were the little things, the high-pitched little things: the doorbell and ringtones my kids could hear but I could not.
Then it was the garbled-sounding conversations, and the accompanying annoyance of having to ask people to repeat themselves. Or worse, giving up and just playing along without being able to follow everything that was being said.
Even then, I stalled for years before finally going through the process of getting a hearing aid. How do you even begin? Will it look clunky and make me feel like a dinosaur? And the cost! 
Getting a hearing test, and confirmation that I needed a hearing aid, was just the beginning.
Finding an expert

    

The doctor handed me a list of places I could go to get fitted. I made some calls and narrowed it down to the places that took my insurance and my zero-interest health care credit card.
The first couple places were demoralizing: I walked in, was told it'd be $7,000 for the "best" option (they mysteriously didn't happen to have any other options handy), then marched right back out the door, utterly discouraged.
I started asking friends and neighbors whether they wore a hearing aid, or knew anyone at all with a hearing aid, and could point me to a good audiologist.
It took a lot of poking around, but I found one -- and it made all the difference.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


The joy of reconnecting with the world

    
    
    

I've been wearing my hearing aids for several months now, and they are as easy as slipping on a pair of glasses, are almost invisible, have reconnected me with the world, and, as crazy as this may sound, they bring me joy.
After talking with a few audiologists around the country, it turns out that my experience is pretty typical.
"There are a lot of people who stall before getting one," says Meagan P. Bachmann, director of audiology at Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist, in North Carolina.
"Hearing is important because it connects us with people," she says. "Multiple studies show that not hearing can affect your ability to connect with others and participate in life, so you have to think of it in terms of overall health. Maybe you no longer go to family events, or you don't understand your doctor. People start to withdraw. A lot of people come in because it's gotten so bad that it is impacting their relationships."

    
Steps to take

To speed up the process and make it less frustrating, here's what the pros recommend:
1. Get tested, take the results seriously, and know that many if not most hearing aids these days are small, nearly invisible, rechargeable, and pretty easy to wear and maintain. And believe it or not, hearing aids can be fun -- these days, there are colors to choose from and ways to bejewel them. One company, Deafmetal, makes jazzy-looking "safety rings" to help keep hearing aids in place.
2. Shop for an expert audiologist. Look for someone who takes your insurance or any sort of medical credit card you might have, or has a payment plan of some kind, if needed. This is a world at the awkward juncture of consumerism and medical care, but a good audiologist should come across as a medical provider, not a salesperson. And a good audiologist should take the time to work with you to find a hearing aid that meets your individual needs, and also fits your budget. 

    
A good place to start is often with your doctor; with the American Academy of Audiologists, which lists providers on its website; or by word of mouth.
"Although all hearing aids are amplifiers, not everybody needs the same thing," says Bachmann. "Fitting a hearing aid is an art. It changes the acoustics, and everyone is different. You want someone who listens to your lifestyle needs. Do you have a lot of difficulty with noise? Are you mostly in quiet situations? How much technology do you need, and what kind?"
Greta Stamper, an audiologist at the Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida, agrees. "Hearing loss is not a one-time thing. It's a chronic health condition. It should be a partnership between you and your audiologist," she said. "It's someone asking you what you're looking for and how it's going. You shouldn't feel pressured or pushed."

    
3. A note on cost. Although hearing aids can be pricey, there are affordable options, and a good audiologist should be able to let you try out options at several price points. Insurance often covers much of the cost, and there are ways to pay for the remaining cost in installments. Also, avoidance has pretty high costs as well, audiologists say, and the longer the wait, the harder it may be to solve the problem with a hearing aid. Although there are cheaper hearing aids at big box stores, Bachmann warns that it's good to check with your audiologist before taking that route. "Some of those hearing aids are locked, so that you're not allowed to have them programmed by an outside audiologist," she says.
Remember, says Stamper, that hearing aids are an investment, and usually last between five and six years.

    
4. Know your rights. "We select what is the most likely to be successful, and if it doesn't work out you come back and do something else," says Stamper. She said most states mandate a trial period. In some cases, hearing-aid companies also cover the cost of multiple visits to your audiologist while you are getting used to your new hearing aid and get training in how to use and maintain it.
5. Embrace the process, and expect it to take a little time and a few expert tweaks. Audiologists say your brain needs time to adjust to a hearing aid, and that hearing-aid settings should be adjusted little by little as your brain adapts to them.
"A big misconception is that you can just wear them a couple hours a day. Your brain does better with it if you use them most of the day. Your brain needs to adapt to hearing sounds it hasn't heard for a while, and it takes the brain awhile to relearn how to process all those sounds," says Stamper.

6. Be realistic. "Although hearing aids can be enormously beneficial, they may not give you back your normal hearing," says Stamper. Depending on the situation, there might be limitations to what a hearing aid can do.
"It might just be lots of improvement in the key areas in which you're struggling," said Stamper.
Using hearing aids is a process, the audiologists say, and although it requires some patience, it can be well worth the journey.
___
For more AP Lifestyles stories, go to https://apnews.com/lifestyle.
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                    Health

    More at-home health tests are now available. How to know what's right for you
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            By 
            DEVNA BOSE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        The doctor is in -- the mailbox, that is.
You can now do self-administered tests for everything from thyroid function to HIV in the privacy of your own home -- and that list continues to grow, as the Food and Drug Administration recently approved the first at-home cervical cancer test.
While the tests can make it easier for people to access health care and can be helpful for those who have extreme anxiety about sensitive or invasive medical exams, experts warn that most of the tests cannot replace an actual in-person visit. 
Here's what doctors say you can test for at home, and when you should make the trek to your physician's office. 
What kinds of at-home tests are available?
There are two kinds at "at-home tests."
In one type, the patient collects the sample and sends it off to a lab; the new cervical cancer test is like this. 
The other gives an instant result -- think COVID-19 and pregnancy tests.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


What are the benefits of at-home tests?
HIV home-testing kits can improve rates of diagnosing sexually transmitted infections in rural communities and help people who are nervous about going to the doctor to seek a sensitive test, said Dr. Joseph Cherabie, an infectious diseases specialist in St. Louis. 
"You really want to get people to care as quickly as possible, but some people could be very anxious about that results as well," Cherabie said. "And they have very negative reactions."
Labs are required to report a positive HIV test, instead of putting the onus on the patient who took the test, Cherabie said, and and, often, the patient is matched up with HIV support services.

    
    
    
"If you are part of a sexual and gender minority community, going to a doctor's office can be full of a lot of historical trauma, and you may prefer to just do testing at home without anyone judging you or asking you invasive questions about your sex life," Cherabie said.
The new cervical cancer test -- which tests for strains of human papillomavirus, or HPV -- involves a testing swab that's like a tampon, said Dr. Susan Modesitt, a gynecologic oncologist at Emory University in Atlanta. 

    
It is not, Modesitt said, a replacement for a Pap smear, the exam in which a metal speculum is inserted in the vagina to scrape cervix cells. A doctor's visit also involves a pelvic exam, a chance to talk about abnormal bleeding -- a sign of endometrial cancer -- and other symptoms and issues, like menopause or STIs. 
"There are so many other reasons to see your doctor and get an exam outside of a cervical cancer screening," she said.
The at-home cervical cancer test from Teal Health requires a prescription, and the company said that results are not left for the patient to interpret.
I live in a rural area -- can I take an at-home test?
Some at-home tests can replace a trip to the doctor's office. That's especially true in rural areas, where it can be difficult to get a colonoscopy.
"The colonoscopy requires a pre-op, and you have to drive maybe 70 miles for it," said Dr. Steven Furr, board chair of the American Academy of Family Physicians who practices in rural Alabama. "You get anesthesia. It's actually almost like a surgical procedure in many ways.
"So, for a lot of people, that's pretty arduous. That's where an at-home test can come in handy."
But, Furr said, if your test reveals issues, you need to go to your doctor. Plus, patients should always discuss test results with their physician instead of interpreting them on their own, he said.

    
Who shouldn't do at-home tests? 

If you have symptoms of what you're testing for, go to the doctor.
At-home colon cancer tests aren't the right option for people with a history of colon cancer or high-risk conditions, such as inflammatory bowel disease, said Dr. Zachariah Foda, a gastroenterologist at Johns Hopkins. He added that they're also not recommended for people who are having GI symptoms.
While there are tests for many things -- running anywhere from $15 to $400, depending on what is being evaluated -- Furr said it's essential to make sure that your test is FDA-approved so you can better trust the results.
"Anytime we get people involved in their own health care and help them understand what's going on, I think that's a good thing and it gives us a chance to talk," he said. "Any kind of screening is better than no screening."

    
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Astronaut one day, artist the next: How to help children explore the world of careers
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            By 
            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When Angelina Rivera was a third grader, she wanted to be a scientist and was excited by bugs, rocks and everything in the natural world.
But a family trip to visit relatives in Honduras changed her perspective. Police stopped her family's car and aggressively questioned her father about a crime someone else committed the night before. The experience left Rivera, then 8, shaken but also realizing that people may be treated differently based on their appearance and location.
Over time, that pivotal experience evolved into an interest in politics. After studying international relations in college, Rivera, now 22, works as an assistant at the Consulate General of Japan in Detroit. 
"The more I tried to explore different interests(,) ... I found that it was hard for me to ignore that urge, that calling, to go into diplomacy," she said.

    
Sometimes career paths follow a straight line, with early life ambitions setting us on a clear path to training or a degree and a specific profession. Just as often, circumstance, luck, exposure and a willingness to adapt to change influence what we do for a living.
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[image: This image released by Deafmetal shows a selection of their hearing aid devices. (Deafmetal via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                From frustration to joy: What I learned about getting a hearing aid
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Teal Health in May 2025 shows the company's Teal Wand self-collection kit for at-home cervical cancer screening. (Nicole Morrison/Teal Health via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                More at-home health tests are now available. How to know what's right for you
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman looks at her phone while watching the sun set in Kansas City, Mo., on Sunday, Aug. 20, 2023. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Easily distracted? How to improve your attention span
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Developmental psychologists and career counselors recommend exposing children to a wide variety of career paths at a young age.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"It's not so that they'll pick a career, but that they will realize that there's lots of opportunities and not limit themselves out of careers," said Jennifer Curry, a Louisiana State University professor who researches career and college readiness. 

    
    
    
Sometimes children assume they can't work certain jobs because of their gender, race or background, Curry said. "That's what we're trying to avoid, because kids do start limiting very young, like age 5," she said. 
Here's what experts have to say about how to talk with kids about careers.

    
Start young
Toddlers begin making sense of occupations while visiting a pediatrician's office or waving to garbage truck crews. Encourage their curiosity by pointing out the people working at a post office or bakery, or appearing in books or on television. 
You can ask young children, "What jobs do you see? What kind of things do they do?" advised Curry, who consults on career content for the PBS show "Skillsville," which is geared toward children ages 4-8. 
Once kids identify different jobs in the community, they can try those roles while playing at home.
If children enjoy pretending to be a doctor, explain that nurses, X-ray technicians and receptionists also work in hospitals. If they love building with Legos, talk about how architects, construction workers, brick masons and welders all played a part in building a certain bridge, Curry said. 
"If we were to give kids lots of exposure and access, and ask them, 'What do you think of yourself in that career? It seems to me you enjoy this kind of thing,' that can really open the door for kids to see themselves and those possibilities." Curry said.
There are many occupations that children don't learn about in early reader books, which frequently portray police officers, firefighters or doctors. After finding no children's books about public relations, Curtis Sparrer wrote one, placing a 10-year-old at the center of the action.

    
Sparrer, who co-founded a public relations agency, Bospar, wanted to help young readers avoid the confusion he felt growing up, when movies made him think being an actor meant flying around on spaceships. Before he found his niche in PR, he worked in television production but didn't enjoy the late-night shifts. 
"Once you figure out what you really liked and why you liked it, you can really zero in on your passion," Sparrer said. 
Aside from topic interests, there are personality traits to consider. Children know from an early age whether they like to be around a lot of people or by themselves, whether they prefer using their hands or enjoy reading, according to Jobs for the Future CEO Maria Flynn. 
"Very early you can start helping kids get a sense of what are they drawn to, and make that connection, how those skills and attributes show up in jobs," said Flynn, whose nonprofit organization focus on education and workforce initiatives that advance economic opportunities. 
When her daughter played video games with friends, Flynn noticed strong communication skills and pointed out that providing clear direction to teammates and solving problems together were skills she could apply in future jobs. 

    
Exploring careers through school
Some U.S. high schools offer elective courses in fields like marketing, computer science and health care. They also are again investing in vocational classes such as wood shop, welding and mechanics, which fell out of fashion as school systems came under criticism for not preparing enough students for college. Meanwhile, some middle schools are offering career exploration courses.
"Really help them see -- at an earlier age, even in middle school -- what is the apprenticeship option? How does that work?" Flynn said. "How does the pay work on things like that? What are different trade school options?"
Some young people have questioned the value of four-year degrees because of spiraling costs, student debt loads and difficulty finding jobs. Many want to be able to earn and learn at the same time, Flynn said.
Enrollment in two-year and four-year college programs remains below where it stood before the COVID pandemic, according to the National Student Clearinghouse Research Center. By contrast, enrollment in two-year vocational programs that emphasize learning skilled trades has grown, surpassing pre-pandemic levels, the non-profit organization said.
"The public has really started to get the message about the benefits" and is seeing career and technical education as a viable option, said Catherine Imperatore, research and content director at the Association for Career and Technical Education, a nonprofit organization that advocates for career-readiness initiatives.
Programs offering certificates in fields such as information technology and health care are providing another path to a stable job and decent salary, she said.
Preparing for a world of AI
In addition to exposing children to career routes through early conversations and school courses, experts recommend teaching children about artificial intelligence and how it is reshaping the world and work. 
Employers are looking for people who can leverage AI to make their workplaces more efficient, but many employees don't know how to comfortably use the technology, said Hadi Partovi, founder and CEO of Code.org, a nonprofit that works to expand K-12 access to computer science education. 
Partovi encourages parents and teachers to help children learn about artificial intelligence at a young age. For example, they can speak with first and second graders about the benefits and drawbacks of self-driving cars, he said. Children also would benefit by learning to write computer programs, ideally when they've learned to read, although even preschoolers can learn some skills, Partovi said. 
If parents are unfamiliar with AI, they can learn about it alongside their children while also encouraging enduring skills such as resiliency, curiosity, collaboration and teamwork, Flynn, of Jobs for the Future, said. 
"We are living in an ever-changing world, and I think it's important for kids at a young age to start getting used to the fact that things are moving and changing quickly," Partovi said. "Teaching kids how to harness AI is going to be the most important thing after reading and writing."
__

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    California's Yurok Tribe gets back ancestral lands that were taken over 120 years ago




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Yurok Tribe members Tiana Williams-Claussen, left, and Morgan Clayburn make their way to Blue Creek while traveling on the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: The bottom of Blue Creek is visible on Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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            The bottom of Blue Creek is visible on Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A black bear walks along a rocky bank of the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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            A black bear walks along a rocky bank of the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A great blue heron flies above the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Tiana Williams-Claussen, director of the Yurok Tribe Wildlife Department, looks at footprints she believed to be of a black bear while walking on land that will be returned to the tribe Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: A western toad sits on the sand along the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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            A western toad sits on the sand along the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wildlife footprints are visible on a bank of the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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            Wildlife footprints are visible on a bank of the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Blue Creek, center, flows into the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Logan McKinnon, a member of the Yurok Tribe who is involved in the restoration implementation, walks along Blue Creek, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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            Logan McKinnon, a member of the Yurok Tribe who is involved in the restoration implementation, walks along Blue Creek, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sarah Beesley, fisheries biologist for the Yurok Tribe, walks up a fallen tree in land that will be returned to the Yurok Tribe, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Sunlight highlights the bark on a tree located in land that will be returned to the Yurok Tribe, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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            Sunlight highlights the bark on a tree located in land that will be returned to the Yurok Tribe, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sunlight falls on smalls plants located in land that will be returned to the Yurok Tribe, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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            Sunlight falls on smalls plants located in land that will be returned to the Yurok Tribe, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sarah Beesley, fisheries biologist for the Yurok Tribe, hugs a tree located in land that will be returned to the Yurok Tribe, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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            Sarah Beesley, fisheries biologist for the Yurok Tribe, hugs a tree located in land that will be returned to the Yurok Tribe, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Highway 101 is seen in the distance while traveling on the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Klamath, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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            Roughly 73 square miles of Northern California land have been returned to the Yurok Tribe in what's being called the largest land-back project in state history. The $56 million deal more than doubles the tribe's land holdings. (AP Video/Terry Chea)
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            DORANY PINEDA, TERRY CHEA and GODOFREDO VASQUEZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        ON THE KLAMATH RIVER, Calif. (AP) -- As a youngster, Barry McCovey Jr. would sneak through metal gates and hide from security guards just to catch a steelhead trout in Blue Creek amid northwestern California redwoods.
Since time immemorial, his ancestors from the Yurok Tribe had fished, hunted and gathered in this watershed flanked by coastal forests. But for more than 100 years, these lands were owned and managed by timber companies, severing the tribe's access to its homelands. 

    
When McCovey started working as a fisheries technician, the company would let him go there to do his job.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The bottom of Blue Creek is visible on Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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"Snorkeling Blue Creek ... I felt the significance of that place to myself and to our people, and I knew then that we had to do whatever we could to try and get that back," McCovey said.
After a 23-year effort and $56 million, that became reality.
Roughly 73 square miles (189 square kilometers) of homelands have been returned to the Yurok, more than doubling the tribe's land holdings, according to a deal announced Thursday. Completion of the land-back conservation deal along the lower Klamath River -- a partnership with Western Rivers Conservancy and other environmental groups -- is being called the largest in California history. 

    
    
    
The Yurok Tribe had 90% of its territory taken during the California Gold Rush in the mid-1800s, suffering massacres and disease from settlers. 


"To go from when I was a kid and 20 years ago even, from being afraid to go out there to having it be back in tribal hands ... is incredible," said McCovey, director of the Yurok Tribal Fisheries Department. 

    
    
    
___
EDITOR'S NOTE: This is part of a series of on how tribes and Indigenous communities are coping with and combating climate change.
___
Land Back is a global movement seeking the return of homelands to Indigenous people through ownership or co-stewardship.
In the last decade, nearly 4,700 square miles (12,173 square kilometers) were returned to tribes in 15 states through a federal program. Organizations are aiding similar efforts. 

    
There's mounting recognition that Indigenous people's traditional knowledge is critical to addressing climate change. Studies found the healthiest, most biodiverse and resilient forests are on protected native lands where Indigenous people remained stewards. 
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Beth Rose Middleton Manning, a University of California, Davis professor of Native American Studies, said Indigenous people's perspective -- living in relation with the lands, waterways and wildlife -- is becoming widely recognized, and is a stark contrast to Western views. 
"Management of a forest to grow conifers for sale is very different from thinking about the ecosystem and the different plants and animals and people as part of it and how we all play a role," she said. 
The Yurok people will now manage these lands and waterways. The tribe's plans include reintroducing fire as a forest management tool, clearing lands for prairie restoration, removing invasive species and planting trees while providing work for some of the tribe's more than 5,000 members and helping restore salmon and wildlife. 

    

Protecting a salmon sanctuary

    
    
    
One fall morning in heavy fog, a motorboat roared down the turbid Klamath toward Blue Creek -- the crown jewel of these lands -- past towering redwoods, and cottonwoods, willows, alders. Suddenly, gray gave way to blue sky, where an osprey and bald eagle soared. Along a bank, a black bear scrambled over rocks.

    
The place is home to imperiled marbled murrelets, northern spotted owls and Humboldt martens, as well as elk, deer and mountain lions. 
The Klamath River basin supports fish -- steelhead, coho and Chinook salmon -- that live in both fresh and saltwater. The Klamath was once the West Coast's third largest salmon-producing river and the life force of Indigenous people. But the state's salmon stock has plummeted so dramatically -- in part from dams and diversions -- that fishing was banned for the third consecutive year.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tiana Williams-Claussen, director of the Yurok Tribe Wildlife Department, looks at footprints she believed to be of a black bear while walking on land that will be returned to the tribe Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Wildlife footprints are visible on a bank of the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: A western toad sits on the sand along the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: A great blue heron flies above the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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"We can't have commercial fishing because populations are so low," said Tiana Williams-Claussen, director of the Yurok Tribe Wildlife Department. "Our people would use the revenue to feed their families; now there's less than one salmon per Yurok Tribe member." 
Experts say restoring Blue Creek complements the successful, decades-long fight by tribes to remove the Klamath dams -- the largest dam removal in U.S. history. 
This watershed is a cold-water lifeline in the lower Klamath for spawning salmon and steelhead that stop to cool down before swimming upstream. That's key amid climate-infused droughts and warming waters.
"For the major river to have its most critical and cold-water tributary ... just doing its job is critical to the entire ecosystem," said Sue Doroff, co-founder and former president of Western Rivers Conservancy. 
Altered lands, waterways

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Logan McKinnon, a member of the Yurok Tribe who is involved in the restoration implementation, walks along Blue Creek, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]



        

        
        
            
                    Logan McKinnon, a member of the Yurok Tribe who is involved in the restoration implementation, walks along Blue Creek, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
For more than 100 years, these lands were owned and managed for industrial timber. 
Patchworks of 15 to 20 acres (6 to 8 hectares) at a time of redwoods and Douglas firs have been clear cut to produce and sell logs domestically, according to Galen Schuler, a vice president at Green Diamond Resource Company, the previous landowner.

    
Schuler said the forests have been sustainably managed, with no more than 2% cut annually, and that old growth is spared. He said they are "maybe on the third round" of clear cutting since the 1850s. 
But clear cutting creates sediment that winds up in streams, making them shallower, more prone to warming and worsening water quality, according to Josh Kling, conservation director for the conservancy. Sediment, including from roads, can also smother salmon eggs and kill small fish.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sarah Beesley, fisheries biologist for the Yurok Tribe, walks up a fallen tree in land that will be returned to the Yurok Tribe, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Sunlight falls on smalls plants located in land that will be returned to the Yurok Tribe, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Sunlight highlights the bark on a tree located in land that will be returned to the Yurok Tribe, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Sarah Beesley, fisheries biologist for the Yurok Tribe, hugs a tree located in land that will be returned to the Yurok Tribe, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Humboldt County, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Culverts, common on Western logging roads, have also been an issue here. Most "were undersized relative to what a fish needs for passage," Kling said. 
Land management decisions for commercial timber have also created some dense forests of small trees, making them wildfire prone and water thirsty, according to Williams-Claussen. 
"I know a lot of people would look at the forested hillsides around here and be like, 'It's beautiful, it's forested.' But see that old growth on the hill, like way up there?" asked Sarah Beesley, fisheries biologist for the Yurok Tribe, sitting on a rock in Blue Creek. "There's like one or two of those." 
Fire bans, invasive plants and encroachment of unmanaged native species have contributed to loss of prairies, historically home to abundant elk and deer herds and where the Yurok gathered plants for cultural and medicinal uses.
Western Rivers Conservancy bought and conveyed land to the tribe in phases. The $56 million for the conservation deal came from private capital, low interest loans, tax credits, public grants and carbon credit sales that will continue to support restoration.
Restoration plans

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Highway 101 is seen in the distance while traveling on the Klamath River, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Klamath, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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The tribe aims to restore historic prairies by removing invasive species and encroaching native vegetation. The prairies are important food sources for elk and the mardon skipper butterfly, said Kling from the conservancy. 
Trees removed from prairies will be used as logjams for creeks to create habitat for frogs, fish and turtles. 
The tribe will reintroduce fire to aid in prairie restoration and reestablish forest diversity and mature forests to help imperiled species bounce back. 
Members know its going to take decades of work for these lands and waterways to heal. 
"And maybe all that's not going to be done in my lifetime," said McCovey, the fisheries director. "But that's fine, because I'm not doing this for myself."
___
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    How to protect yourself from the bad air caused by Canada's wildfires




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Canadian wildfire smoke has triggered air quality alerts in parts of the U.S. Here's how to protect your health, according to experts.
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            CALEIGH WELLS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Plumes of smoke are blanketing large swaths of the U.S. and parts of Europe, which presents risks for those breathing it. 
The Midwest, Northeast and Great Lakes regions of the U.S. have "very unhealthy" air quality, according to the Environmental Protection Agency, and experts say people should take precautions.
What counts as bad air?
The EPA's Air Quality Index converts all pollutant levels into a single number. The lower the number, the better.
Anything below 50 is classified as "healthy." Fifty to 100 is "moderate" while 100-150 is unhealthy for "sensitive groups," and anything above 150 is bad for everyone. The Air Quality Index was around 160 in many parts of the Upper Midwest on Wednesday. 
Sensitive groups include people with asthma, lung disease or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, said Dr. Sanjay Sethi, chief of the division of pulmonary, critical care and sleep medicine at the University of Buffalo's medical school.
"If you have heart or lung problems, then you've got to be definitely more careful," Sethi said. "I would either avoid going outside or wear an N95 (mask) or at least a dust mask." 

    
Is my air unhealthy?

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hazy skies diminish the view of the Boston Harbor Islands, Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Boston, Mass. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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Sometimes the air is bad enough to see or smell the smoke. Even if you don't see the pollution, it can be unhealthy to breathe.



    
        




    




The EPA maintains a website with up-to-date, regional air quality information. PurpleAir, a company that sells air quality sensors and publishes real-time air quality data, has a citizen scientist, air quality monitoring network with a more granular map of street-by-street air quality readings.

    
    
    
The best way to get indoor air quality readings is to buy a monitor, said Joseph Allen, director of Harvard University's Healthy Buildings Program.
"You can find these low-cost, indoor air quality monitors just about everywhere online now. They don't cost all that much anymore," he said. 

    
What if I have to go outside?
For most people, going outside for just a short time won't have a negative long-term impact, said Sethi.
Wearing an N95 mask, which became common during the coronavirus pandemic, will help filter out the pollution. 
"N95 is going to get rid of 90-95% of the particles," said Jennifer Stowell, a research scientist at Boston University's Center for Climate and Health. "If you have access to a mask that has a respirator-type attachment to it, then that's the very best."
If you must be outside and you experience symptoms, experts say you should head indoors or somewhere else with better air quality. Even if you are healthy, it's good to take precautions.
"If you start wheezing, which is like this whistling sound of the chest, or if you're feeling short of breath, that's definitely more concerning," Sethi said.
How do I make my air cleaner?

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Smoke from Canadian wildfires is visible at sunset in Oconomowoc, Wis., June 1, 2025. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)]
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Close the windows and turn on the air conditioner, if you have one, setting it to circulate the indoor air. Use blankets to cover cracks that allow outside air into your home, such as under doors. 

    
Finally, swapping the air conditioner's filter for a MERV 13 filter can help, though you should make sure it's installed correctly.
"If you happen to have access to an air purifier, even if it's just a room air purifier, try to keep it running and in the room that you're doing most of your activities in," said Stowell. 
___
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    Measles vaccination rates drop after COVID-19 pandemic in counties across the US




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Vials for the measles, mumps and rubella vaccine are displayed at a clinic in Lubbock, Texas, on Feb. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon, File)]
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            DEVI SHASTRI and NICKY FORSTER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Childhood vaccination rates against measles fell in the years after the COVID-19 pandemic in nearly 80% of the more than 2,000 U.S. counties with available data -- including in states that are battling outbreaks this year. 
A Johns Hopkins University study, published in JAMA this week, illustrates where more vulnerable communities are located. The results mirror trends established at state and national levels: Routine childhood vaccination rates are dropping. 
"When you look at the state level or national level ... you really don't see those drastic drops. Those are there. They're real and they're really problematic," said Lauren Gardner, an expert in infectious disease modeling at Johns Hopkins University who is the paper's senior author. Gardner also built the university's COVID-19 database. 
Most of the measles cases in the U.S. this year -- 1,088 nationally as of Friday -- are in unvaccinated people. It has been spreading among communities due to international and domestic travel. Three people have died from measles during this year's outbreaks, and 2025 is inching closer to becoming the worst for measles in more than three decades. 

    
Measles was eliminated in the U.S. in 2000, and the vaccine is safe and highly effective. Public schools nationwide require two doses of the measles, mumps and rubella vaccine before kindergarten, but the number of children with non-medical exemptions from those requirements hit an all-time high in the 2023-2024 school year. Health experts say community-level vaccination needs to be at 95% or higher to prevent outbreaks.



    
        




    




The Johns Hopkins study looked at 2,066 counties across 33 states, comparing kindergarten vaccination rates averaged over school years from 2017-2020 to averages from 2022-2024. Where kindergarten data wasn't available, the researchers used a comparable rate.

    
    
    
Here's what it looks like in counties where there have been outbreaks this year, including in Texas counties that are the epicenter of measles.

    
    
    
Texas

    
Texas has logged 742 measles cases since late January, most in West Texas.
Gaines County has 411 cases, the most in the state. Almost 2% of its population got measles. While the county saw a two percentage-point increase in vaccination rates after the pandemic, its 82.4% rate remains below herd immunity.
Terry County (60 cases) and Yoakum County (20 cases) dropped below the 95% threshold for herd immunity after the pandemic, to 93.7% and 91.8% respectively. 
Lubbock County -- which has seen 53 cases and is the closest metro area to Gaines County -- was just below 95% before the pandemic, but dropped three percentage points after to 91.8%.
El Paso County on the border of Mexico has had the third-most measles cases in Texas this year with 57. Its vaccination rate is higher than 95% but saw a 2.1 percentage-point decline to 96.5%. 
Kansas
Counties with outbreaks in Kansas include Gray with 25 cases, Haskell with 11 and and Stevens with seven.
Vaccination rates in Gray County dropped 23 percentage points after the pandemic, from 94% to 71%. 
Haskell County dropped 18 percentage points to 65%. And Stevens County dropped 0.5 percentage points to 90.5%.

    
Colorado
Colorado's outbreak, which is linked to an international flight that landed at the Denver airport in mid-May, involves seven cases: six in state residents and one out-of-state traveler.
Two people who got measles live in Arapahoe County in the Denver metro, where the vaccination rate dropped 3.5 percentage points to 88.4%. Three others live in El Paso County, home to Colorado Springs, where the vaccination rate dropped 3.8 percentage points to 80% post-pandemic.
North Dakota
Pre-pandemic data in North Dakota wasn't available to Johns Hopkins researchers, but they looked at rates from school years ending in 2022, 2023 and 2024.
North Dakota's first outbreak started in Williams County, which now has 16 measles cases. In the timeframe researchers looked at, vaccination rates in Williams rose from 84.6% in 2022 to 87.7% in 2023, only to drop back to 83.5% in 2024.
Cass County has seven cases, and its rate has stayed steady at about 92.7%, while Grand Forks County, which has 10 measles cases, dropped from 95.4% to 93.4%.

    
___
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    Kennedy has ordered a review of baby formula. Here's what you should know
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            Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has called for a comprehensive review of nutrients and other ingredients, such as heavy metals, in infant formula. An infant nutrition expert explains what you need to know. (AP Video: Laura Bargfeld)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Yury Navas, 29, of Laurel, Md., kisses her two-month-old baby Jose Ismael Galvez, at Superbest International Market in Laurel, Md., May 23, 2022, while looking for formula. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, file)]
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            JONEL ALECCIA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        As federal health officials vow to overhaul the U.S. food supply, they're taking a new look at infant formula.
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has directed the Food and Drug Administration to review the nutrients and other ingredients in infant formula, which fills the bottles of millions of American babies. The effort, dubbed "Operation Stork Speed," is the first deep look at the ingredients since 1998.
"The FDA will use all resources and authorities at its disposal to make sure infant formula products are safe and wholesome for the families and children who rely on them," Kennedy said.
About three-quarters of U.S. infants consume formula during the first six months of life, with about 40% receiving it as their only source of nutrition, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Formula has been widely used in the U.S. for roughly six decades, feeding generations of infants who have flourished, said Dr. Steven Abrams, a University of Texas infant nutrition expert.

    
The broader scientific community has been calling for a reevaluation of infant formula for years and is "fully supportive of this idea of a comprehensive look," he said.



    
        




    




Current formula products in the U.S. continue to be safe and nourishing, he said.
"But there's been a lot of science and we want the FDA rules to align with the most recent science from around the world," he said.
Here's what you need to know about Operation Stork Speed:

    
What is infant formula and why do so many babies consume it? 
Infant formula is a manufactured product, usually made from cow's milk or soy, that is intended to mimic human breast milk for kids up age 12 months. It may be the sole source of nutrition or supplement breastfeeding.
FDA regulations require that infant formulas contain 30 specific nutrients, with minimum levels for all and maximum levels for 10 of them.
The ingredients vary, but all formulas must have a balance of calories from protein, carbohydrates and fat that mirrors what's found in human milk.
Federal guidelines recommend that babies be exclusively breastfed for the first six months of life and that parents continue breastfeeding for the first year or more while adding new foods to the child's diet.
Parents use formula when a mother cannot or chooses not to breastfeed for a wide range of reasons, including medical conditions, work conflicts, to allow other family members to help with feedings and other situations.
Why is the government reviewing baby formula now?
Kennedy announced the review of infant formula in March as part of his "Make America Healthy Again" agenda for the U.S. food supply.
The FDA's review will include increased testing for heavy metals and other contaminants as well as a review of nutrients, the agencies said.
U.S. health officials will hold a two-hour roundtable discussion of infant formula on Wednesday.

    
What issues will that cover?
The FDA is asking for new scientific data and information about whether required ingredients in infant formula should be added, removed or changed. The deadline for comments is Sept. 11.
Scientists say a review is long overdue regarding the most recent data on the composition of human milk and how babies digest and absorb nutrients in breastmilk and formula.
In addition, they want the FDA to consider how U.S. formulas compare with those made elsewhere, said Bridget Young, who studies infant nutrition at the University of Rochester.
"How do our regulations differ?" she said. "Maybe it's time for them to relook at their regulations and consider potential international harmonization."
More international alignment might have eased the U.S. infant formula crisis in 2022, when contamination shut down an Abbott factory, leading to monthslong shortages for American parents, Young said.

    
What about specific ingredients?
In recent years, some parents have sought out infant formula made in Europe with the belief that products made overseas are healthier options, experts said. 
Formula regulations in the U.S. and Europe, including requirements for nutrients and testing, differ somewhat, but are generally similar, Abrams said.
"The differences between the U.S. and Europe should not be considered as 'higher' or 'better' or 'greater' in one vs. the other," he said.
Still, iron, for instance, is included at higher levels in U.S. formulas than in those in Europe -- and Abrams suggested that U.S. officials may consider lowering iron targets.
Other components have been added to formula in recent years. They include docosahexaenoic acid, or DHA, an essential omega-3 fatty acid, and human milk oligosaccharides, complex sugars that are found breast milk but not in cow's milk. Although they may be beneficial, they are not required. 
"These have been added to some formulas, but not to other formulas, so we want to take a look," Abrams explained. 
Many parents have raised concerns over formula ingredients such as added sugars and seed oils, which are also being targeted by Kennedy as hazards in the wider food supply.

    
Recent research suggests that added sugars such as glucose and corn syrup solids in infant formula may be linked to weight gain in children. Young said that most experts agree that lactose, the primary type of sugar found in breast milk, is preferred.
Infant formulas in the U.S. do contain seed oils, Young said. But that's because there are a finite number of vegetable oils that provide the essential saturated and unsaturated fats that babies require.
"They need to provide the variety of fatty acids that you see in breast milk," she said.
What are the next steps?
Done properly, the FDA's infant formula review would take "at least a year," Abrams said. And it will require broad input from multiple government agencies, formula manufacturers and consumers.
"No shortcuts are possible and no one review, white paper or even committee report will suffice to do it right," he said.
___
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    All international travelers should get measles vaccinations, CDC says




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Health department staff members enter the Andrews County Health Department measles clinic carrying doses of the measles, mumps and rubella vaccine, Tuesday, April 8, 2025, in Andrews, Texas. (AP Photo/Annie Rice, File)]
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            By 
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. health officials have changed their advice to international travelers about measles, saying that Americans should be vaccinated against the virus no matter where they're going.
U.S. residents are recommended to get measles-mumps-rubella shots, anyway. But the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention previously emphasized the importance of vaccination for travelers going to countries with outbreaks.
Last week, the CDC updated its guidance to call for vaccinations for travelers going to all other countries.
Ashley Darcy-Mahoney, a researcher at George Washington University's nursing school, called the update significant.
An Colorado outbreak last month stemmed from an international flight that landed in Denver, she noted. The CDC travel notice change reflects a recognition that people are not just being exposed to measles in countries where it's spreading, but also in airplanes and during travel, she added.

    
"We're seeing a shift from localized outbreaks to transmission in transit," and the CDC seems to be responding to that, Darcy-Mahoney said.
The travel notice advises two doses for all Americans ages 1 and older. An early dose is advised for traveling infants ages 6 months to 11 months. The U.S. has seen more than 1,000 measles cases so far this year.
___
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    Dogs and cats can also suffer from allergies, but there are ways to help our furry friends
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            Allergies of all sorts can cause pets to scratch, lick, bite at themselves and groom excessively. But veterinarians say there are ways to ease your furry friend's suffering. (AP Video: Laura Bargfeld)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Karen Woodard check's Gail Friedman's dog, Ms. Roxie, for signs of allergies in Elmhurst, Ill. on May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)]
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[image: Gail Friedman holds her dog, Mr. Friedman, while Dr. Karen Woodard checks his ear for signs of allergies in Elmhurst, Ill. on May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)]
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[image: Various shampoos and cleansing products for treating allergies in pets sit on a shelf at Thrive Pet Healthcare in Elmhurst, Ill. on May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)]
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[image: Dr. Karen Woodard checks for fleas and ticks on Gail Friedman's allergy-prone dog, Mr. Friedman, in Elmhurst, Ill. on Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)]
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            LAURA UNGAR

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        About five years ago, Gail Friedman noticed her Parson Russell Terrier was constantly licking his paws and seemed super uncomfortable.
"The poor dog. I would put baby socks on his feet so that he wouldn't lick them or bite at them," said Friedman, of Oak Brook, Illinois. "I was constantly changing the socks, washing his feet a lot. Nothing worked."
It turned out her canine companion, Mr. Friedman, had allergies. 
It's a common and tricky problem in pets -- caused by various things such as pollen, dust, mold, chemicals and food -- but veterinarians say there are several ways to ease their suffering.

    
What sorts of allergies do dogs and cats get?
Allergies happen when the immune system overreacts to a foreign substance. Cats and dogs react to many of the same things people do, as well as pests like fleas.
There are no definitive recent statistics on how many pets have allergies, but research suggests the problem is growing.
"I probably see allergic dogs and cats every single day, probably multiple times a day," said Dr. Karen Woodard, medical director at Thrive Pet Healthcare-Elmhurst in Illinois.
About 90% of allergic pets react to environmental triggers, Woodard said, and the rest have food allergies only.
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[image: This image released by Deafmetal shows a selection of their hearing aid devices. (Deafmetal via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                From frustration to joy: What I learned about getting a hearing aid
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Teal Health in May 2025 shows the company's Teal Wand self-collection kit for at-home cervical cancer screening. (Nicole Morrison/Teal Health via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                More at-home health tests are now available. How to know what's right for you
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                Astronaut one day, artist the next: How to help children explore the world of careers
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Dog breeds that are especially vulnerable include various types of terriers, boxers and bulldogs; in cats, it's Persians, Siamese and Himalayans. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Pets can even be allergic to other animals -- cats to dogs, dogs to cats and either to another species.
"It's possible for them to be allergic to us, just like we are to them," said Thrive's Dr. Anthea Elliott Schick of Scottsdale, Arizona, immediate past president of the American College of Veterinary Dermatology.

    
How can you tell if your pet has allergies?
Allergic cats and dogs aren't as likely as humans to sneeze and cough. More often, they scratch and lick themselves, shake their heads and develop ear infections.
Woodard said her Yorkie mix, Teddy, had the classic signs -- scratching around his shoulders and getting rashes and ear infections starting as a six-month-old puppy. She lived in the South at the time, and he tested positive for allergies to various trees and grasses there.
A common sign of allergies in her feline patients is "overdoing their grooming," said Woodard, who's on the Chicago Veterinary Medical Association's board of directors. "Cats shouldn't be pulling their hair out when they groom. So if you start seeing bald patches on your cat, even though the skin underneath it looks normal, that could be a sign of allergies."
Even food allergies, often to chicken, beef, lamb or other protein sources, frequently show up on the skin, although pets can have vomiting or diarrhea, too.
Rarely, pets can develop life-threatening anaphylactic reactions, perhaps after being stung by an insect. But most allergies are simply miserable for the animals. 
"It breaks my heart because it gets to a point that not only do I have socks on poor Mr. Friedman -- which is humiliating for him -- he sometimes gets so bad he has to wear the cone of shame," Gail Friedman said. "And that's not fair because he can't move around right, he can't sleep right. It's terrible."

    
How can you help your pet?
The first step is to get a diagnosis from the vet. This could involve allergy testing, or in the case of food allergies, an "elimination diet," which involves feeding limited ingredients the pet hasn't previously eaten.
If the allergy culprit is environmental, there are medications like anti-inflammatory drugs and newer oral and injectable medications for dogs to block chemical signals associated with itchiness. Food allergies may be treated with special diets such as "hydrolyzed" food, in which proteins are chemically broken down into tiny pieces.
All this can get expensive. Friedman estimates she's spent about $10,000 on testing, medication and care for Mr. Friedman and another allergic dog.
But vets say there are also ways to help pets at home by cleaning their bedding frequently, wiping their fur with a wet washcloth and giving them baths.
Outdoors, "they're almost acting like little Swiffers, getting allergens on their skin, and it goes through their skin and actually becomes a problem," Schick said. "We say bathe your dog, at a minimum, once a week if they're allergic."

    
After she's tried nearly everything, Friedman's dogs are still vexed by allergies. But they're doing better.
"I'm going to keep experimenting until we find what stops it completely," she said. "All you can do is try."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    You should wear sunscreen even if you have darker skin. Here's why




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Cleveland Indians right fielder Melky Cabrera sprays sunscreen before a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Sunday, July 22, 2018, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Cleveland Indians right fielder Melky Cabrera sprays sunscreen before a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Sunday, July 22, 2018, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            ADITHI RAMAKRISHNAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- People with darker skin still need to wear sunscreen -- for more reasons than one.
Too much ultraviolet exposure from the sun can lead to sunburn, dark spots and wrinkles, and increased risk of skin cancer.
The melanin in darker skin offers some extra protection from the sun, but dermatologists say that isn't enough on its own.
"Everyone needs sunscreen. But the reasons that one might be reaching for sunscreen may differ depending on your skin tone," said Dr. Jenna Lester, who founded the Skin of Color Clinic at the University of California, San Francisco.
Do darker-skinned people need sunscreen?
White people are overall more likely to get skin cancer compared to Black and Hispanic people. But Black and Hispanic people are less likely to survive the most dangerous kind of skin cancer called melanoma, according to the American Cancer Society.
Black patients more commonly get melanoma on their hands and feet -- places that are more shielded from the sun. Still, sunscreen is an additional protective layer that helps prevent a host of other problems including sunburns, hyperpigmentation after acne, rosacea and dark patches on the face.
Dr. Oyetewa Asempa at Baylor College of Medicine often reminds her darker-skinned patients: "All of the problems that you're coming to see me for are caused or worsened by the sun."

    
    
    
How much sunscreen do people of color need?
To stay safe in the sun, it's important to grab sunscreen with a sun protection factor or SPF of at least 30 and reapply every two hours. People headed for the pool or beach should put on sunscreen beforehand, remembering to reapply liberally and after getting out of the water. 
Most people don't wear enough sunscreen when they apply, Lester said. Make sure to put two long fingers' worth on the face and a hefty blob for the body. 
Look for chemical-based sunscreens to avoid ashy white cast. Two key ingredients in mineral-based products -- zinc oxide and titanium oxide -- are the culprits for that pesky discoloration on dark skin.

    
Tinted sunscreens contain pigments that block visible light from the sun, offering additional protection against dark spots. And wearing a hat or sun-protective clothing with an ultraviolet protection factor or UPF grading can provide an extra safety boost.
Whatever the sun protection routine, it's important to keep it up, Lester said. Some UV rays can climb right through car and house windows to cause sun damage even when indoors, making it even more important to take care of the skin while the sun shines.
"It's about trying to make it a daily habit," she said. "Consistency over intensity."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Business

    Apple's loses bid to halt court ruling that blocks some fees from its iPhone app store




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Apple logo is displayed at an Apple store, Jan. 3, 2019. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- A three-judge appeals panel rejected Apple's request to pause an April 30 order banning the company from charging a fee on in-app iPhone transactions processed outside its once-exclusive payment system in a two-page decision issued late Thursday.
The setback threatens to divert billions of dollars in revenue away from Apple while it tried to overturn the order reining in its commissions from e-commerce within iPhone apps.
Apple sought to put the order on hold after it was issued by U.S. District Judge Yvonne Gonzalez-Rogers in a stinging rebuke that also held the Cupertino, California, company in civil contempt of court and recommended opening a criminal investigation into whether one of its executives had committed perjury while testifying in her Oakland, California, courtroom.
It marked another twist of the screw in a legal battle initiated nearly five years ago by video game maker Epic Games, which alleged Apple had turned the iPhone's app store had been turned into a price-gouging monopoly. The antitrust case focused largely on the 15% to 30% commissions that Apple rakes in from a portion of the commerce conducted within iPhone apps under a system that prohibited app makers from offering alternative payment methods.

    
Apple is still seeking to overturn Gonzalez-Rogers' ruling in the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, but her order blocking Apple's commissions on some in-app commerce will remain in effect while potentially leaving a dent in its profits. 



    
        




    




"The long national nightmare of the Apple tax is ended," Epic Games CEO Tim Sweeney wrote in a post after the appeals court denied Apple's request.

    
    
    
Apple didn't immediately respond to a request for comment.
Although Gonzalez-Rogers mostly sided with Apple in her initial 2021 ruling in the case, she ordered the company to begin allowing apps to include links to alternative payment systems -- a decision that withstood appeals that went all the way to the Supreme Court in 2024. Apple then complied by requiring commissions of 12% to 27%, provoking Epic to ask Gonzalez-Rogers to hold Apple in contempt of her order.

After holding a new round of hearings that unfolded over a nine-month period straddling last year and this year, Gonzalez-Rogers brought down another legal hammer on Apple.
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                    Lifestyle

    Welcome to kitten season, when animal shelters need all the help they can get




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Strawberry the kitten appears on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, at the Associated Press bureau in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)]
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[image: Meatball the kitten plays on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, at the Associated Press bureau in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)]
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[image: Rigatoni the kitten appears on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, at the Associated Press bureau in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            Rigatoni the kitten appears on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, at the Associated Press bureau in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mallika Sen holds Macaroni the kitten on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, at the Associated Press bureau in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)]
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[image: Hannah Shaw, kitten rescuer and advocate / founder of Kitten Lady speaks on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, at the Associated Press bureau in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Strawberry, Blueberry, JoJo and Mazzy were about 6 weeks old when animal rescuers coaxed them out of long metal pipes in the parking lot of a storage unit company. Meatball was a single kitten living in a cold garage with a group of semi-feral adult cats. 
Spaghetti, Macaroni and Rigatoni, meanwhile, were just 2 weeks old when the good folks of LIC Feral Feeders, a cat rescue in Queens, took them in and bottle-fed them until they were strong enough to survive.
Consider these cuties the face of kitten season 2025.
Kitten season, typically landing during warmer months, is the time of year when most cats give birth. That produces a surge of kittens, often fragile neonates. Shelters get overwhelmed, especially when it comes to the 24-hour care and feeding of extremely young kittens.
That, as a result, triggers a need for more foster homes because many of the 4,000 or so shelters in the U.S. don't have the time or resources for around-the-clock care, said Hannah Shaw, an animal welfare advocate known as the Kitten Lady with more than a million followers on Instagram.

    
"We see about 1.5 million kittens entering shelters every year. And most of them will come into shelters during May and June," she said. "Shelters need all hands on deck to help out through fostering."



    
        




    




Familiarity with fostering animals is high, Shaw said. The act of doing it is a different story. There's a false perception, she said, that the expense of fostering animals falls on the people who step up to do it. These days, many shelters and rescues cover the food, supplies and medical costs of fostering. 

    
    
    
"A lot of people don't foster because they think it's going to be this huge cost, but fostering actually only costs you time and love," she said. 
Lisa Restine, a Hill's Pet Nutrition veterinarian, said people looking to adopt kittens should take pairs since cats often bond early in life. And how many cats is too many cats per household?

    
"This is nothing serious or medical but my general rule of thumb is the number of adults in the house, like a 2-to-1 ratio, because you can carry one cat in each hand, so if there are two adults you can have four cats and still be sane," she said.
Square footage to avoid territory disputes is a good rule of thumb when planning for cats, Restine said. Two cats per 800 square feet then 200 square feet more for each addition should help, she said. 
Littermates, like Macaroni and Rigatoni, are much more likely to bond, Restine said. Kittens not biologically related but raised together often bond as well -- like Meatball and Spaghetti. But adopters hoping to bond an adult cat with a new kitten arrival may be disappointed.
"Once they're over that 3- or 4-month mark, it's hard to get that true bonding," Restine said. 
Typically, kittens stay in their foster homes from a few weeks to a few months. While statistics are not kept on the number of kitten fosters that "fail" -- when foster families decided to keep their charges -- some shelters report rates as high as 90%. That's a win, despite use of the word "fail," advocates note.

    
Shaw sees another barrier holding people back from fostering: the notion that it requires special training or skills. That's why she has dedicated her life to educating the public, offering videos, books and research on how it works at her site kittenlady.org.
Companies are coming on board, too. Hill's, a pet food company, runs the Hill's Food, Shelter & Love program. It has provided more than $300 million in food support to over 1,000 animal shelters that support fostering in North America.

"About a quarter of a million kittens, unfortunately, don't survive in our shelters every year," Shaw said. "The shelter's going to be there to mentor and support you. So I think a lot of the fear that people have about fostering, they might find that actually it is something you totally can do. It's just scary because you haven't done it yet."
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    Part toy, part fashion, the arrival of the viral Labubu was a long time in the making




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by Pop Mart, shows Labubu, the plush toy from China's Pop Mart. (Pop Mart via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    This image provided by Pop Mart, shows Labubu, the plush toy from China's Pop Mart. (Pop Mart via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            MICHELLE CHAPMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Labubu, the plush toy from China's Pop Mart is a social media darling, but the toothy little monsters are far from an overnight success. Having appeared a decade ago, Labubus may have finally cemented their place in the collectible toy market for years to come.
The Labubu, by artist and illustrator Kasing Lung, first appeared with pointed ears and pointy teeth, in three picture books inspired by Nordic mythology in 2015. 
In 2019 Lung struck a deal with Pop Mart, a company that caters to toy connoisseurs and influencers, to sell Labubu figurines. But it wasn't until Pop Mart started selling Labubu plush toys on key rings in 2023 that the toothy monsters suddenly seemed to be everywhere, including in the hands of Rihanna, Kim Kardashian and NBA star Dillon Brooks. K-pop singer Lisa of Blackpink began posting images of hers for her more than 100 million followers on Instagram and on TikTok, where Labubu pandemonium has broken out. 

    
There are 1.4 million #Labubu TikTok posts and counting, videos of fans unboxing them, showing styles inspired by them, and of course, Labubu cosplay. 
Fans have latched on to Labubu's mashup of play and fashion, making them accessories on handbags, backpacks and belts, or hanging them from car mirrors.



    
        




    




"The character has evolved into a collectible and style symbol, resonating with fans who connect with its quirky aesthetic and unique backstory," Emily Brough, Popmart's head of IP licensing in the Americas, said. 

    
    Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Labubu has been a bonanza for Pop Mart. Its revenue more than doubled in 2024 to 13.04 billion yuan ($1.81 billion), thanks in part to its elvish monster. Revenue from Pop Mart's plush toys soared more than 1,200% in 2024, nearly 22% of its overall revenue, according to the company's annual report. 

    
    
    
Aside from their ability to pique the interest of toy aficionados and fashionistas, Labubu latched on to the blind box phenomenon, where the purchaser doesn't know exactly which version of the plush toy they'll get. 

    
And Pop Mart made sure there is a Labubu for everyone, regardless of income. Most are priced in a wide rage between $20 and $300, with certain collaborations or limited editions priced higher, according to Brough. 
Unlike many toys, Labubu devotees include a large number of adults. Buyers ages 18 and over drove a year-over-year increase of more than $800 million in the U.S. toy market in 2024, according to market research firm Circana. Adult shoppers, mostly female, bought the toys for themselves. In 2025's first quarter, toy sales for those ages 18 and over rose 12% from the prior-year period. At $1.8 billion, adults also accounted for the highest spending among all age groups in the quarter.
Like many retailers, Pop Mart is actively monitoring negotiations between the U.S. and just about every one of its trading partners as prices may be impacted. The situation with China is at the forefront, with President Donald Trump saying on Friday that the country "violated" an agreement with the United States on trade talks. 
Right now Pop Mart, whose products are manufactured across Asia, says that it is continuously scaling production and expanding distribution across its online shop, retail stores and blind box vending machines to meet increasing demand.

    
Short supply has led to long lines at stores and at least one physical fight at a shopping center in the United Kingdom. Pop Mart said in an Instagram post late last month that it was temporarily suspending all in-store and blind box machine sales in the U.K. Peter Shipman, head of Europe, said in a Facebook post that the company is currently working on a new method to distribute toys to stores. 
Resellers have become problematic and many Labubu fans are still willing to pay exorbitant price markups.
Kena Flynn was at The Grove shopping center in Los Angeles recently when she stumbled upon some Labubus being sold at a kiosk. Flynn said in a TikTok on Sunday that the prices were "really bad," but her boyfriend bought two anyway.
"At a certain point, you can't buy them," Flynn said in her video. "I just want a Labubu and I cannot buy one from Pop Mart, so here we are."


    
Looking to keep up with the overwhelming demand, Pop Mart says it's on track for 50 more retail locations in the U.S. by the end of the year. That'll give shoppers more chances to hunt for Labubus, as Pop Mart says it's planning multiple new Labubu releases tied to seasonal moments and holidays throughout the rest of the year.
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    Michelle Obama's 'The Look' reflects on her fashion choices
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            This cover image released by Crown Publishing shows "Look" by Michelle Obama. (Crown Publishing via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Former first lady Michelle Obama speaks at a campaign rally for democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris in Kalamazoo, Mich., on Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]
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            By 
            Hillel Italie

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Michelle Obama has a new book out this fall that offers a fresh take on her public life, a story not of politics but of fashion. 
Obama announced on social media Thursday that "The Look" will be released Nov. 4 by the Crown Publishing Group, a division of Penguin Random House. With commentators ranging from Obama to stylist Meredith Koop to makeup artist Carl Ray, "The Look" traces Obama's style choices throughout the rise of her husband, Barack Obama, to the presidency, and into their post-White House years. 
During her eight years as first lady, fashionistas praised her for everything from her cardigan sweaters to her sleeveless dresses to her favoring ballet flats over high heels.
"During our family's time in the White House, the way I looked was constantly being dissected -- what I wore, how my hair was styled," Michelle Obama wrote Thursday, calling her book "a reflection on my lifelong journey with fashion, hair and beauty."

"The Look," illustrated with more than 200 photographs, has a hardcover list price of $50. Obama's previous books include "Becoming," one of the bestselling political memoirs in history, and "The Light We Carry."
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                    Politics

    Supreme Court sides with Catholic Charities in religious-rights case over unemployment taxes




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Supreme Court is pictured, Jan. 10, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]
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            LINDSAY WHITEHURST

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court decided Thursday that a Catholic charity doesn't have to pay Wisconsin unemployment taxes, one of a set of religious-rights cases the justices are considering this term. 
The unanimous ruling comes in a case filed by the Catholic Charities Bureau, which says the state violated the First Amendment's religious freedom guarantee when it required the organization to pay the tax while exempting other faith groups. 
Wisconsin argues the organization has paid the tax for over 50 years and doesn't qualify for an exemption because its day-to-day work doesn't involve religious teachings. Much of the groups' funding is from public money, and neither employees nor people receiving services have to belong to any faith, according to court papers. 
Catholic Charities, though, says it qualifies because its disability services are motivated by religious beliefs and the state shouldn't be making determinations about what work qualifies as religious. It appealed to the Supreme Court after Wisconsin's highest court ruled against it. President Donald Trump's administration weighed in on behalf of Catholic Charites. 

    
Wisconsin has said that a decision in favor of the charity could open the door to big employers like religiously affiliated hospitals pulling out of the state unemployment system as well.



    
        




    




The conservative-majority court has issued a string of decisions siding with churches and religious plaintiffs in recent years. This term, though, a plan to establish a publicly funded Catholic charter school lost after when the justices deadlocked after Amy Coney Barrett recused herself. 


    
    
    
The nine-member court is also considering a case over religious objections to books read in public schools. In those arguments, the majority appeared sympathetic to the religious rights of parents in Maryland who want to remove their children from elementary school classes using storybooks with LGBTQ characters.
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                    World News

    Muslims look forward to the annual Eid feast. Many Africans are now struggling to afford it
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            As Muslims across Nigeria prepare for Eid al-Adha, the rising cost of living is casting a shadow over celebrations. The price of rams - central to the festival's traditional animal sacrifice - has surged dramatically, leaving many families struggling to keep up. (AP Video shot by Dan Ikpoyi)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A boy sells rams ahead of Eid Al-Adha celebrations at Kara market in Ogun South west Nigeria, Tuesday, June 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            A boy sells rams ahead of Eid Al-Adha celebrations at Kara market in Ogun South west Nigeria, Tuesday, June 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers offload a ram from a truck to be sold ahead of Eid Al-Adha celebrations at Kara market in Ogun South west Nigeria, Tuesday, June 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: A man feeds his rams to sell ahead of Eid Al-Adha celebrations at Kara market in Ogun South west Nigeria, Tuesday, June 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: A man sells rams ahead of Eid Al-Adha celebrations at Kara market in Ogun South west, Nigeria, Tuesday, June 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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            TAIWO ADEBAYO and DAN IKPOYI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        KARA, Nigeria (AP) -- Muslim families across west Africa are grappling with the steep cost of rams for the traditional sacrifice that is central to the celebration of Eid al-Adha, a struggle that mirrors the region's deepening economic and humanitarian crises. 
At the Kara livestock market in southern Nigeria's Ogun state, ram sellers and buyers are in a bind. Prices have at least doubled compared with last year, slowing sales for what is usually a busy market packed in the lead-up to Eid.
"The ram that I bought for 200,000 naira ($127) last year, this year we started negotiating from 600,000 naira ($380)," said Abiodun Akinyoye, who came to buy meat for the festival.
The U.N. World Food Programme said last month that over 36 million people are struggling to meet basic food and nutrition needs in West Africa and Central Africa, a number expected to rise to 52 million during this year's lean season from June to August. 

    
More than 10 million of the most vulnerable people across the region have been uprooted by conflict, the WFP said, added to other major drivers like food inflation and climate conditions like extreme weather.



    
        




    




"We are at a tipping point and millions of lives are at stake," said Margot van der Velden, WFP's regional director.
With a majority of Muslim populations in most of the worst-hit countries, families who previously bought rams to take part in the annual joyful festival are finding it difficult to sustain that lifestyle with some spending significantly more of their disposable income on trying to fulfill the religious rites.

    
    
    
"Everyone is suffering," Nigerian ram seller Jaji Kaligini said as he lamented the cost-of-living crisis fueled by President Bola Tinubu's economic policies, such as a sudden removal of subsidies. "We don't know what to do."
In countries like Niger, where growing insecurity have worsened the living conditions, the military government banned ram exports this year to stabilize local supply. While that has helped availability, it has affected tightened supplies in neighboring Nigeria and Benin.

    
"There's enough livestock (in Niger)," said Hasoumi Daouda, who was at a local market to buy ram. "But it's the financial crisis that makes them too expensive to buy."

The challenge of hardship is also raising the question of how obligatory the ram sacrifice is for Muslims. The tradition is not mandatory for those who "genuinely cannot afford it," Bukola Hameed, a Nigerian Islamic scholar, said.
However, those who can afford it also have "a duty to share their meat with poorer neighbors," another Islamic scholar, Mikail Adekunle, added.
----
Adebayo reported from Abuja, Nigeria
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    Muslim pilgrims seek forgiveness and shade on Mount Arafat during key Hajj ritual
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            More than 1.5 million foreign pilgrims are in Saudi Arabia for this year's Hajj, a government spokesperson said. Hajj is one of the Five Pillars of Islam, a religious obligation involving rituals and acts of worship that every Muslim must fulfill if they have the money and are physically able to do it. (AP video/Baraa Anwer)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Muslim pilgrims gather on top of the rocky hill known as the Mountain of Mercy, on the Plain of Arafat, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)]
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            Muslim pilgrims gather on top of the rocky hill known as the Mountain of Mercy, on the Plain of Arafat, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pilgrims crowd to buy ice cream to cool themselves at the rocky hill known as the Mountain of Mercy, on the Plain of Arafat, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)]
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[image: Muslim pilgrims offer prayers at top of the rocky hill known as the Mountain of Mercy, on the Plain of Arafat, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)]
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[image: A pilgrim receives water to cool himself at the rocky hill known as the Mountain of Mercy, on the Plain of Arafat, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)]
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            A pilgrim receives water to cool himself at the rocky hill known as the Mountain of Mercy, on the Plain of Arafat, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Muslim pilgrims gather a top of the rocky hill known as the Mountain of Mercy, on the Plain of Arafat, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)]
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            ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        ARAFAT, Saudi Arabia (AP) -- Tens of thousands of Muslim pilgrims clambered up rocks and nestled between boulders on Thursday as they embarked on a day of worship under a scorching sun at the Hajj in Saudi Arabia.
Braving the heat and uneven surfaces, they scaled Mount Arafat to perform a key ritual of the annual Islamic pilgrimage. 
They opened their arms in prayer, smartphones and hearts raised, as outsized fans sprayed fine mists of water to cool them during their long hours of worship. Pilgrims must remain in Arafat until sunset. Temperatures exceeded 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit). 
Away from the worship, an ice cream kiosk nearby provided some relief.
Salem Naji Ahmed, from Yemen, traveled four days overland to neighboring Saudi Arabia because he couldn't afford the flight.
"These sacred feelings are the most luxurious and best thing about Arafat," he told The Associated Press. "We came from Yemen, four days and nights. It was very tiring, but we came to please Allah and perform one of his obligations in the holy sites and in the best area on earth."

    
The rocky hill holds immense significance in Islam. Arafat is mentioned in the Quran and it is where the Prophet Muhammad is said to have given his last sermon on his final Hajj.



    
        




    




According to traditional sayings of the prophet, the Day of Arafat is the most sacred day of the year, when God draws near to the faithful and forgives their sins.

    
    
    
Hatem Salem, from Egypt, said: "We cannot express the feeling. We feel the best at the holy sites with a humble heart and faith."
Hajj is one of the Five Pillars of Islam, a religious obligation involving rituals and acts of worship that every Muslim must fulfil if they have the money and are physically able to do it.

The authorities have not disclosed the total number of pilgrims at this year's Hajj. Earlier, they said more than 1.5 million foreigners were participating. Last year, there were 1,611,310 pilgrims from outside the country.
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                    U.S. News

    Gobiernos reaccionan al anuncio de Trump de prohibir el ingreso de 12 paises




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Imagen cotidiana afuera de donde antes estaba la embajada de EEUU en Kabul, Afganistan, el 5 de junio de 2025. (AP Foto/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Los gobiernos de 12 paises cuyos ciudadanos tendran prohibido visitar Estados Unidos a partir de la proxima semana trataban el jueves de entender el anuncio mas reciente del presidente Donald Trump para resucitar una politica emblematica de su primer mandato.
La prohibicion entrara en vigor en el primer minuto del 9 de junio, un margen que puede evitar el caos que se desato en los aeropuertos de todo el pais cuando una medida similar entro en vigor practicamente sin ningun aviso en 2017. Trump, quien senalo planes para una nueva prohibicion al asumir el cargo nuevamente en enero, parece estar en terreno mas firme esta vez despues de que la Corte Suprema se puso de su lado.
Algunos de los 12 paises anunciados este ano tambien aparecieron en la primera lista. La nueva prohibicion se dirige a Afganistan, Myanmar, Chad, la Republica del Congo, Guinea Ecuatorial, Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Libia, Somalia, Sudan y Yemen.

    
Tambien habra restricciones mas estrictas para los visitantes de otros siete paises: Burundi, Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leona, Togo, Turkmenistan y Venezuela. Pero Corea del Norte y Siria, que estaban en la lista de prohibidos en la primera administracion de Trump, se salvaron esta vez.



    
        




    




Si bien muchos de los paises prohibidos y restringidos envian pocas personas a Estados Unidos, Haiti, Cuba y Venezuela han sido fuentes importantes de inmigracion en los ultimos anos.

    
    
    
Trump vinculo la nueva prohibicion al ataque terrorista del domingo en Boulder, Colorado, diciendo que subrayaba los peligros que representan algunos visitantes que se quedan mas tiempo del permitido por sus visas. El sospechoso, acusado lanzar bombas molotov contra un grupo de personas, es de Egipto, que no esta en la lista negra de Trump. El Departamento de Seguridad Nacional dice que el atacante de Boulder se quedo mas tiempo del permitido con una visa de turista.

    
La prohibicion de viaje es el resultado de una orden ejecutiva emitida por Trump el 20 de enero que requiere que los departamentos de Estado y Seguridad Nacional y el director de inteligencia nacional elaboren un informe sobre "actitudes hostiles" hacia Estados Unidos y si la entrada desde ciertos paises representa un riesgo para la seguridad nacional.
Excesos de estancia con visa
Trump dijo que algunos paises tenian un control y verificacion "deficientes" o historicamente se han negado a recibir de vuelta a sus propios ciudadanos. Sus hallazgos se basan extensamente en un informe anual de Seguridad Nacional sobre los excesos de estancia con visa de turistas, visitantes de negocios y estudiantes que llegan por aire y mar, senalando a paises con altos porcentajes de aquellos que permanecen despues de que sus visas expiraron.
Capturar las estadias extendidas ha desconcertado a los expertos durante decadas, pero el gobierno ha hecho un intento limitado cada ano desde 2016. La proclamacion de Trump cita tasas de exceso de estancia para ocho de los 12 paises vetados.
Aunque la lista de Trump captura a muchos de los infractores mas flagrantes, omite a otros. Yibuti, por ejemplo, tuvo una tasa de exceso de estancia del 23,9% entre los visitantes de negocios y turistas en el periodo de 12 meses hasta septiembre de 2023, mas alta que siete paises en la lista de prohibidos y seis paises en la lista de restringidos.
Los hallazgos estan "basados en datos incompletos y un concepto equivocado de castigo colectivo", dijo Doug Rand, un funcionario de la administracion del expresidente Joe Biden en los Servicios de Ciudadania e Inmigracion de Estados Unidos (USCIS).

    
Reacciones
El gobierno de Venezuela ya habia advertido a sus ciudadanos sobre viajar a Estados Unidos. Un video publicado la semana pasada por el Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores decia a los venezolanos que Estados Unidos "es un pais peligroso donde los derechos humanos de los inmigrantes son inexistentes".
"Si esta pensando en viajar, cancele sus planes de inmediato", instaba.
La decision es un golpe significativo para los venezolanos, ya de por si limitados en los viajes a Estados Unidos desde que ambos gobiernos rompieron relaciones diplomaticas en 2019.
El anuncio sorprendio a la familia de la venezolana Maria Aldana, quien durante mucho tiempo ha tenido varios empleos en Caracas para apoyar el sueno de su hermano de estudiar ingenieria en Estados Unidos. La familia ha gastado mas de 6.000 dolares para financiar sus objetivos.
Aldana, de 24 anos, dijo que su angustiado hermano, que se matriculo en una universidad del sur de California hace dos anos, llamo a la familia llorando.
"Lo hicimos todo legal", dijo Aldana.
La Comision de la Union Africana, por su parte, pidio a la administracion Trump reconsiderar, diciendo que apelaba a Estados Unidos para ejercer su derecho soberano de proteger sus fronteras y garantizar la seguridad de sus ciudadanos "de una manera equilibrada, basada en evidencia y que refleje la larga asociacion entre Estados Unidos y Africa".

    
Grupos de ayuda internacional y organizaciones de reasentamiento de refugiados adoptaron un tono mas duro: "Esta ultima proclamacion es un intento de destruir aun mas las vias de inmigracion legal bajo el falso pretexto de la seguridad nacional", dijo Sarah Mehta, subdirectora de politica y asuntos gubernamentales de inmigracion de la Union Americana de Libertades Civiles (ACLU).
Stephen Yale-Loehr, un profesor retirado de la Facultad de Derecho de la Universidad de Cornell y experto en derecho de inmigracion, dijo que la prohibicion probablemente resistira desafios legales, senalando que la Corte Suprema eventualmente permitio que una prohibicion entrara en vigor en el primer mandato de Trump. La invocacion de Trump esta semana de la seguridad nacional, junto con excepciones para titulares de green cards, atletas y otros, tambien podria ayudar a que la prohibicion se mantenga en los tribunales.
Sorpresa en Iran
La nueva prohibicion fue un shock para muchos en Iran a pesar de las decadas de enemistad entre los dos paises. Los informes sugieren que miles de estudiantes universitarios viajan cada ano a Estados Unidos para estudiar, y otros tienen familias extendidas viviendo alli, algunos de los cuales huyeron despues de la Revolucion Islamica de 1979 que derroco al sha.
"Mi hija mayor obtuvo una licenciatura de una universidad irani de primer nivel y planeaba continuar en Estados Unidos, pero ahora esta muy angustiada", dijo Nasrin Lajvardi.
Aunque las tensiones tambien siguen siendo altas, ya que las negociaciones sobre el programa nuclear de Iran aun no han llegado a ningun acuerdo, el residente de Teheran, Mehri Soltani, ofrecio un inusual apoyo a la decision de Trump.
"Aquellos que tienen familiares en Estados Unidos, es su derecho ir, pero un monton de malas personas y terroristas y asesinos quieren ir alli tambien", dijo.
"EEUU tiene que cancelarlo"
Fuera de la antigua embajada de Estados Unidos en Kabul, Afganistan, un guardia taliban expreso su decepcion por la decision de Trump.
"Estados Unidos tiene que cancelarlo", dijo Ilias Kakal.
En la capital de Afganistan, los agentes de viajes senalaron que la prohibicion tendria poco efecto practico, ya que los titulares de pasaportes afganos de todas formas han enfrentado problemas para obtener visas estadounidenses durante anos.
Desde que los talibanes tomaron el control del pais en 2021, solo los afganos con pasaportes extranjeros o permiso de residencia (green card) pudieron viajar a Estados Unidos con cierta facilidad, dijeron, mientras que incluso aquellos que solicitaban visas especiales debido a su trabajo con las fuerzas estadounidenses en Afganistan en anos anteriores enfrentaban problemas.
Prohibicion del primer mandato
Durante su primer mandato, Trump emitio una orden ejecutiva en enero de 2017 prohibiendo viajar a Estados Unidos a ciudadanos de siete paises predominantemente musulmanes. Fue uno de los momentos mas caoticos y confusos de su joven presidencia.
La orden, a menudo referida como la "prohibicion musulmana" o la "prohibicion de viaje", fue reformulada en medio de desafios legales, hasta que una version fue confirmada por la Corte Suprema en 2018.
Trump y otros han defendido la prohibicion inicial por motivos de seguridad nacional, argumentando que estaba destinada a proteger al pais y no se fundaba en un sesgo contra los musulmanes. Sin embargo, el presidente habia abogado por una prohibicion explicita de musulmanes durante su primera campana para la Casa Blanca.
___

Amiri informo desde Naciones Unidas. Regina Garcia Cano, Rebecca Santana, Jon Gambrell, Ellen Knickmeyer, Omar Farouk, Nasser Karimi, Elliot Spagat, Elena Becatoros y Danica Coto tambien contribuyeron a este informe.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    AP Explica: Las nuevas reglas de ingreso a EEUU tras el anuncio de Trump
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                                        DAKAR, Senegal (AP) -- Citando preocupaciones de seguridad nacional, el presidente Donald Trump prohibio el miercoles la entrada a Estados Unidos a ciudadanos de 12 paises, principalmente en Africa y Oriente Medio, y restringio el acceso para ciudadanos de otras siete naciones, resucitando y ampliando una politica emblematica de su primer mandato.
La prohibicion de viaje se aplica a ciudadanos de Afganistan, Myanmar, Chad, la Republica del Congo, Guinea Ecuatorial, Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Libia, Somalia, Sudan y Yemen.
El cambio de politica restringe la entrada a ciudadanos de Burundi, Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leona, Togo, Turkmenistan y Venezuela que se encuentren fuera de Estados Unidos y no posean una visa valida.
La politica entrara en vigor el 9 de junio y no tiene una fecha de finalizacion.
Esto es lo que se debe saber sobre las nuevas reglas:



    
        




    




La justificacion de Trump
Desde su regreso a la Casa Blanca, Trump ha aplicado mano dura sin precedentes contra la inmigracion que ha llevado al limite el poder ejecutivo y ha chocado con jueces que intentan frenarlo.
La prohibicion de viaje es el resultado de una orden ejecutiva emitida por Trump el 20 de enero que requiere que los departamentos de Estado y Seguridad Nacional y el director de Inteligencia Nacional elaboren un informe sobre "actitudes hostiles" hacia Estados Unidos.
El objetivo es "proteger a sus ciudadanos de extranjeros que intentan cometer ataques terroristas, amenazan nuestra seguridad nacional, promueven ideologias de odio o explotan las leyes de inmigracion con fines malintencionados", dijo la administracion.

    
    
    
En un video publicado en redes sociales, Trump vinculo la nueva prohibicion al ataque terrorista del domingo en Boulder, Colorado, diciendo que subrayaba los peligros que representan algunos visitantes que se quedan mas de lo que duran sus visas. El sospechoso del ataque es de Egipto, un pais que no esta en la lista negra de Trump. El Departamento de Seguridad Nacional dice que se quedo mas tiempo del permitido con una visa de turista.

    
?Quien esta exento de la prohibicion?
1. Residentes legales: ciudadanos de los paises designados que han obtenido residencia legal en Estados Unidos.
2. Ciudadanos con doble nacionalidad: ciudadanos estadounidenses que tambien tienen la ciudadania de uno de los paises prohibidos.
3. Algunos deportistas: atletas y sus entrenadores que viajan a Estados Unidos para la Copa del Mundo, los Juegos Olimpicos u otro evento deportivo importante segun lo determine el Departamento de Estado.
4. Afganos que trabajaron para el gobierno de Estados Unidos o sus aliados en Afganistan y tienen Visas Especiales de Inmigrante de Afganistan.
5. Iranies pertenecientes a una minoria etnica o religiosa que huyen de la persecucion.
6. Ciertos empleados extranjeros del gobierno de Estados Unidos que han servido en el extranjero durante al menos 15 anos y sus conyuges e hijos.
7. Refugiados: Aquellos que obtuvieron asilo o fueron admitidos en Estados Unidos como refugiados antes de que la prohibicion entrara en vigor.
8. Individuos con familiares en Estados Unidos que solicitan visas en relacion con sus conyuges, hijos o padres.

    
9. Diplomaticos y funcionarios de gobiernos extranjeros en visitas oficiales.
10. Aquellos que transitan por Estados Unidos hacia la sede de la ONU unicamente para asuntos oficiales relacionados con Naciones Unidas.
11. Representantes de organizaciones internacionales y la OTAN en visitas oficiales en Estados Unidos.
12. Ninos adoptados por ciudadanos estadounidenses.

    
Paises afectados
Trump dijo que los nacionales de los paises incluidos en la prohibicion representan riesgos "relacionados con el terrorismo" y "seguridad publica", asi como riesgos de quedarse una vez que venzan sus visas. Tambien aseguro que algunos paises tenian un control y verificacion "deficientes" o historicamente se han negado a recibir de vuelta a sus propios ciudadanos. 
Sus hallazgos se basan extensamente en un informe anual de Seguridad Nacional sobre los excesos de estancia con visa de turistas, visitantes de negocios y estudiantes que llegan por aire y mar, senalando a paises con altos porcentajes de aquellos que permanecen despues de que sus visas expiraron.
"No los queremos", asevero Trump.
La inclusion de Afganistan enfurecio a algunos partidarios que han trabajado para reasentar a su gente. La prohibicion hace excepciones para los afganos con Visas Especiales de Inmigrante, por lo general, personas que trabajaron mas estrechamente con el gobierno estadounidense durante la guerra de dos decadas alli.
La lista puede cambiar, dijo la administracion en un documento circulado el miercoles por la noche, si las autoridades de los paises designados realizan "mejoras materiales" a sus propias reglas y procedimientos. Se pueden agregar nuevos paises "a medida que surjan amenazas en todo el mundo".

    
Reacciones a la prohibicion
Grupos de ayuda internacional y organizaciones de reasentamiento de refugiados adoptaron un tono mas duro: "Esta politica no es sobre seguridad nacional, busca sembrar division y vilipendiar a comunidades que buscan seguridad y oportunidades en Estados Unidos", dijo Abby Maxman, presidenta de Oxfam America.
La Comision de la Union Africana expreso su preocupacion el jueves sobre el "potencial impacto negativo" de la prohibicion en los intercambios educativos, los lazos comerciales y las relaciones diplomaticas mas amplias.
La comision hizo "un llamado respetuoso a la administracion de Estados Unidos para que considere adoptar un enfoque mas consultivo y se involucre en un dialogo constructivo con los paises afectados", senalo la comision en un comunicado.
El Consejo de Relaciones Estadounidenses-Islamicas, la organizacion de derechos civiles y defensa musulmana mas grande del pais, califico la orden de "innecesaria, excesiva y motivada ideologicamente".
Diferencias con la prohibicion de 2017
En su primer mandato, Trump emitio una orden ejecutiva en enero de 2017 prohibiendo viajar a Estados Unidos a ciudadanos de siete paises predominantemente musulmanes, incluidos Irak, Siria, Iran, Sudan, Libia, Somalia y Yemen.
Fue uno de los momentos mas caoticos y confusos de su joven presidencia. A los viajeros de esas naciones les impidieron abordar sus vuelos a Estados Unidos o fueron detenidos en aeropuertos estadounidenses despues de aterrizar. Incluian estudiantes y profesores, empresarios, turistas y personas que visitaban a amigos y familiares.
La orden, a menudo referida como la "prohibicion musulmana" o la "prohibicion de viaje", fue reformulada con apelaciones hasta que una version fue confirmada por la Corte Suprema en 2018.

La prohibicion afecto a varias categorias de viajeros e inmigrantes de Iran, Somalia, Yemen, Siria y Libia, ademas de norcoreanos y algunos funcionarios del gobierno venezolano y sus familias.
____
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Trump dice que quizas es mejor dejar que Ucrania y Rusia "peleen por un rato"
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- El presidente Donald Trump declaro el jueves que quizas es mejor dejar que Ucrania y Rusia "peleen por un rato" antes de separarlos y buscar la paz.
En una reunion en la Oficina Oval con el canciller aleman Friedrich Merz, Trump comparo la guerra en Ucrania --que Rusia invadio a principios de 2022-- con una pelea entre dos ninos pequenos que se odian.
"A veces es mejor dejarlos pelear por un rato y luego separarlos", afirmo Trump. Anadio que habia transmitido esa analogia al presidente ruso Vladimir Putin en su conversacion telefonica del miercoles.
Cuando se le pregunto sobre los comentarios de Trump mientras los dos lideres estaban sentados uno al lado del otro, Merz enfatizo que tanto el como Trump coincidian "en esta guerra y lo terrible que es", senalando a Trump como la "persona clave en el mundo" que podria detener el derramamiento de sangre.

    
Pero Merz tambien subrayo que Alemania "estaba del lado de Ucrania" y que Kiev solo atacaba objetivos militares, no civiles rusos.
"Estamos tratando de hacerlos mas fuertes", indico Merz sobre Ucrania.
La reunion del jueves marco la primera vez que los dos lideres se sentaron cara a cara. Despues de intercambiar cortesias --Merz le dio a Trump un certificado de nacimiento enmarcado en oro del abuelo del presidente, Friedrich Trump, quien emigro de Alemania-- los dos lideres iban a discutir temas como Ucrania, el comercio y el gasto en la OTAN.



    
        




    




Trump y Merz han hablado varias veces por telefono, ya sea bilateralmente o con otros lideres europeos, desde que Merz asumio el cargo el 6 de mayo. Funcionarios alemanes dicen que los dos lideres han comenzado a construir una relacion "decente", con Merz queriendo evitar el antagonismo que definio la relacion de Trump con uno de sus predecesores, Angela Merkel, en el primer mandato del presidente republicano.

    
    
    
Merz, de 69 anos, quien llego al cargo con una amplia experiencia empresarial, es un conservador exrival de Merkel que asumio el liderazgo de su partido despues de que ella se retirara de la politica.

    
Un funcionario de la Casa Blanca dijo que los temas que Trump probablemente planteara con Merz incluyen el gasto en defensa de Alemania, el comercio, Ucrania y lo que el funcionario llamo "retroceso democratico", diciendo que la vision de la administracion es que valores compartidos como la libertad de expresion han deteriorado en Alemania y el pais deberia revertir el rumbo. El funcionario hablo bajo condicion de anonimato para adelantar las discusiones.
Pero Merz declaro a los periodistas el jueves por la manana que si Trump queria hablar sobre politica interna alemana, estaba listo para hacerlo, pero tambien enfatizo que Alemania se abstiene cuando se trata de politica interna estadounidense.
Merz se ha lanzado a la diplomacia sobre Ucrania, viajando a Kiev con otros lideres europeos dias despues de asumir el cargo y recibiendo a Zelenskyy en Berlin la semana pasada. Ha agradecido a Trump por su apoyo a un alto el fuego incondicional mientras rechaza la idea de una "paz dictada" o la "subyugacion" de Ucrania y aboga por mas sanciones contra Rusia.

    
En su primera llamada telefonica desde que Merz se convirtio en canciller, Trump dijo que apoyaria los esfuerzos de Alemania y otros paises europeos para lograr la paz, segun un comunicado del gobierno aleman. Merz tambien senalo el mes pasado que "es de suma importancia que el Occidente politico no se deje dividir, por lo que continuare haciendo todo lo posible para lograr la mayor unidad posible entre los socios europeos y estadounidenses".
Bajo el predecesor inmediato de Merz, Olaf Scholz, Alemania se convirtio en el segundo mayor proveedor de ayuda militar a Ucrania despues de Estados Unidos. Merz ha prometido mantener el apoyo y la semana pasada se comprometio a ayudar a Ucrania a desarrollar sus propios sistemas de misiles de largo alcance que estarian libres de cualquier limite de alcance.
En sus declaraciones del jueves, Trump aun dejo la amenaza de sanciones sobre la mesa. Indico que podrian imponerse sanciones tanto a Ucrania como a Rusia.

    
"Cuando vea el momento de que esto no para ... seremos muy, muy duros", expreso Trump.
En casa, el gobierno de Merz esta intensificando un impulso que Scholz comenzo para fortalecer el ejercito aleman despues de que Rusia lanzara su invasion a gran escala de Ucrania. En el primer mandato de Trump, Berlin fue un objetivo de su ira por no cumplir con el objetivo actual de la OTAN de gastar el 2% del producto interno bruto en defensa, y Trump ahora exige al menos un 5% de los aliados.
El funcionario de la Casa Blanca sostuvo que la proxima cumbre de la OTAN en Holanda a finales de este mes es una "buena oportunidad" para que Alemania se comprometa a cumplir con ese objetivo del 5% .
Scholz establecio un fondo especial de 100.000 millones de euros (115.000 millones de dolares) para modernizar las fuerzas armadas de Alemania --llamadas Bundeswehr-- que habian sufrido anos de abandono. Alemania ha cumplido con el objetivo del 2% gracias al fondo, pero se agotara en 2027.

    
Merz ha dicho que "el gobierno proporcionara en el futuro toda la financiacion que las Bundeswehr necesiten para convertirse en el ejercito convencional mas fuerte de Europa". Ha respaldado un plan para que todos los aliados apunten a gastar el 3;5% del PIB en sus presupuestos de defensa para 2032, mas un 1,5% adicional en cosas potencialmente relacionadas con la defensa como infraestructura.
Otra prioridad principal para Merz es hacer que la economia de Alemania, la mas grande de Europa, vuelva a crecer despues de que se contrajera los ultimos dos anos. Quiere convertirla en una "locomotora de crecimiento", pero las amenazas de aranceles de Trump son un obstaculo potencial para un pais cuyas exportaciones han sido una fortaleza clave. Actualmente, se preve que la economia se estanque en 2025.
Alemania exporto bienes por valor de 160.000 millones de dolares a Estados Unidos el ano pasado, segun la Oficina del Censo. Eso fue aproximadamente 85.000 millones de dolares mas de lo que Estados Unidos envio a Alemania, un deficit comercial que Trump quiere eliminar.
"Alemania es uno de los grandes inversores en America", sostuvo Merz a los periodistas el jueves por la manana. "Solo unos pocos paises invierten mas que Alemania en Estados Unidos. Estamos en tercer lugar en terminos de inversion extranjera directa".
Trump ha atacado especificamente al sector automotriz aleman, que incluye marcas importantes como Audi, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche y Volkswagen. Los estadounidenses compraron automoviles, camiones y piezas de automoviles de Alemania por valor de 36.000 millones de dolares el ano pasado, mientras que los alemanes compraron vehiculos y piezas de Estados Unidos por valor de 10.200 millones de dolares.
El arancel del 25% de Trump sobre automoviles y piezas esta disenado especificamente para aumentar el costo de los automoviles fabricados en Alemania con la esperanza de que trasladen sus fabricas a Estados Unidos aunque muchas de las empresas ya tienen plantas en Estados Unidos con Volkswagen en Tennessee, BMW en Carolina del Sur y Mercedes-Benz en Alabama y Carolina del Sur.
Hay solo tanto que Merz puede lograr en su opinion de que los aranceles "no benefician a nadie y danan a todos" mientras esta en Washington, ya que las negociaciones comerciales son un asunto de la comision ejecutiva de la Union Europea. Trump retraso recientemente un arancel planificado del 50% sobre bienes provenientes de la Union Europea, que de otro modo habria entrado en vigor este mes.
Una fuente de tension en los ultimos meses es un discurso que el vicepresidente JD Vance dio en Munich poco antes de las elecciones de Alemania en febrero, en el que reprendio a los lideres europeos sobre el estado de la democracia en el continente y dijo que no hay lugar para "cortafuegos", en referencia a la negativa de los partidos alemanes tradicionales a trabajar con la extrema derecha Alternativa para Alemania, que termino en segundo lugar en las elecciones y ahora es el mayor partido de oposicion.

Merz critico los comentarios. Indico a la television ARD el mes pasado que no es el lugar de un vicepresidente norteamericano "decir algo asi a nosotros en Alemania; yo no lo haria en Estados Unidos tampoco".
___________________________________
Moulson informo desde Berlin. El corresponsal de Associated Press Josh Boak en Washington contribuyo a este informe.
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Trump dice estar 'decepcionado' con Musk por rechazar plan republicano




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El presidente Donald Trump y el multimillonario Elon Musk en la Oficina Oval en la Casa Blanca en Washington el 30 de mayo del Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: Elon Musk asiste a una conferencia de prensa con el presidente Donald Trump en el Despacho Oval de la Casa Blanca, el viernes 30 de mayo de 2025, en Washington. (AP Foto/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- La ruptura entre el presidente de los Estados Unidos y el hombre mas rico del mundo se esta desarrollando de manera muy similar a como comenzo su relacion: rapidamente, intensamente y de manera muy publica.
Mientras el presidente Donald Trump estaba sentado en la Oficina Oval el jueves con el lider de Alemania a su lado, lamento su deteriorada relacion con Elon Musk, su asesor convertido en antagonista en las redes sociales. Trump expreso que esta "muy decepcionado" con Musk despues de que el antiguo partidario y asesor arremetiera contra el proyecto de ley emblematico del presidente de recortes de impuestos y planes de gasto .
Trump sugirio que Musk, quien dejo el gobierno el mes pasado despues de liderar el tumultuoso Departamento de Eficiencia Gubernamental, extrana estar en la Casa Blanca y tiene el "sindrome de furia contra Trump".

    
"Elon y yo teniamos una gran relacion. No se si la tendremos mas", dijo Trump.
Dijo que habia ayudado mucho a Musk y desestimo los esfuerzos del multimillonario para lograr que fuera elegido el ano pasado, afirmando que habria ganado el disputado estado de Pensilvania incluso sin la ayuda de Musk, que incluyo gastar al menos 250 millones de dolares apoyando su campana el ano pasado.



    
        




    




Los comentarios del presidente republicano se produjeron mientras Musk continuaba una tormenta de publicaciones en redes sociales atacando el "Gran Hermoso Proyecto de Ley" de Trump y advirtiendo que aumentara el deficit federal. Musk ha calificado el gran proyecto de ley de recorte de impuestos de Trump como una "abominacion repugnante".

    
    
    
Mientras Trump hablaba con los reporteros en la Casa Blanca el jueves, Musk estaba observando.

"Falso", respondio en su plataforma de redes sociales mientras el presidente continuaba hablando. "!Este proyecto de ley nunca me fue mostrado ni una sola vez y fue aprobado en la oscuridad de la noche tan rapido que casi nadie en el Congreso pudo siquiera leerlo!"
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/eeuu-trump-musk-plan-de-impuestos-6ccacc1cb80edb4c4b388795aa4d45e5



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    U.S. News

    China y EEUU acuerdan mas conversaciones sobre aranceles tras llamada entre Trump y Xi
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[image: El entonces vicepresidente Xi Jinping de China en un evento en el Croke Park Stadium de Irlanda el 19 de febrero del 2012. (AP foto/Peter Morrison)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- El presidente Donald Trump declaro el jueves que su conversacion con el lider chino Xi Jinping tuvo una "conclusion muy positiva", anunciando que los dos paises llevaran a cabo conversaciones comerciales con la esperanza de romper un estancamiento sobre aranceles y suministros globales de minerales de tierras raras.
Fue la primera llamada entre los dos lideres desde que Trump asumio el cargo para su segundo mandato hace mas de cuatro meses.
"Nuestros respectivos equipos se reuniran pronto en un lugar por determinar", escribio Trump en su plataforma de redes sociales.
El secretario del Tesoro Scott Bessent, el secretario de Comercio Howard Lutnick y el representante comercial Jamieson Greer representaran al lado estadounidense en las negociaciones.
Trump anadio que Xi lo invito "amablemente" a el y a la primera dama Melania Trump a China, y Trump correspondio con su propia invitacion para que Xi visite Estados Unidos.

    
El Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores chino dijo que Trump inicio la llamada entre los lideres de las dos economias mas grandes del mundo.
Xinhua, el medio estatal chino, dijo que Xi pidio a Trump que "revirtiera las medidas negativas" que Estados Unidos ha tomado contra China. Tambien informo que Trump dijo que los estudiantes chinos eran bienvenidos a estudiar en Estados Unidos, aunque su administracion ha prometido revocar algunas de sus visas.



    
        




    




Comparando la relacion bilateral con un gran barco, Xi le dijo a Trump que ambas partes necesitan navegar cuidadosamente en una buena direccion y que deben "eliminar todo tipo de interferencias e incluso sabotajes", segun Xinhua.

    
    
    
Trump habia declarado un dia antes que era dificil llegar a un acuerdo con Xi.
"Me gusta el presidente XI de China, siempre me ha gustado y siempre me gustara, !pero es MUY DURO Y EXTREMADAMENTE DIFICIL HACER UN TRATO CON EL!!!", publico Trump el miercoles en su sitio de redes sociales.

    
Las negociaciones comerciales entre Estados Unidos y China se estancaron poco despues de un acuerdo del 12 de mayo entre los dos paises para reducir sus tasas arancelarias mientras se desarrollaban las conversaciones. Detras del estancamiento ha estado la continua competencia por una ventaja economica.
Estados Unidos acusa a China de no exportar minerales criticos, y el gobierno chino objeta que Estados Unidos restrinja la venta de chips avanzados y su acceso a visas estudiantiles para estudiantes universitarios y de posgrado.
Trump ha reducido sus aranceles del 145% sobre los productos chinos al 30% durante 90 dias para permitir las conversaciones. China tambien redujo sus impuestos sobre los productos estadounidenses del 125% al 10%. El ir y venir ha causado fuertes oscilaciones en los mercados globales y amenaza con obstaculizar el comercio entre los dos paises.
El secretario del Tesoro Scott Bessent habia sugerido que solo una conversacion entre Trump y Xi podria resolver estas diferencias para que las conversaciones pudieran reanudarse en serio. Sin embargo, la tension subyacente entre los dos paises puede persistir.

    
Incluso si las negociaciones se reanudan, Trump quiere reducir la dependencia de Estados Unidos de las fabricas chinas y reindustrializar el pais, mientras que China quiere la capacidad de continuar su avance en tecnologias como los vehiculos electricos y la inteligencia artificial, que podrian ser cruciales para asegurar su futuro economico.
Estados Unidos tuvo un desequilibrio comercial de 295.000 millones de dolares con China en 2024, segun la Oficina del Censo. Mientras que el enfoque del gobierno chino en la manufactura lo ha convertido en una potencia economica y geopolitica importante, China ha estado lidiando con una economia en desaceleracion despues de una crisis inmobiliaria y los confinamientos por la pandemia de coronavirus que debilitaron el gasto del consumidor.
Trump y Xi habian hablado por ultima vez en enero, tres dias antes de su investidura. La pareja discutio sobre el comercio entonces, asi como las demandas de Trump de que China hiciera mas para evitar que el opioide sintetico fentanilo ingresara a Estados Unidos.


    
Trump habia expresado durante mucho tiempo optimismo sobre las perspectivas de un gran acuerdo, antes de su publicacion sugiriendo que Xi estaba haciendo eso dificil. La semana pasada, Trump fue mas alla, publicando: "La mala noticia es que China, quizas no sorprendentemente para algunos, HA VIOLADO TOTALMENTE SU ACUERDO CON NOSOTROS", publico Trump. "!Asi que mucho por ser el Sr. CHICO AMABLE!"
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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