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      Breaking News

      
        Chinese carmakers near 10% UK share after fivefold BYD surge
        LONDON --- Chinese automakers stepped up their push into the United Kingdom (UK) last month, closing in on a 10% market share for the first time as demand for BYD (Build Your Dreams) Co electric models continues to boom.

      

      
        Mobile labs to ensure quality, safety of local liquor
        The Excise Department is introducing free alcohol quality testing in three provinces in a bid to raise the standards of locally produced liquor and ensure consumer safety.

      

      
        For gay Malaysian refugee in UK 'you have to live authentically - you're saving yourself'
        LONDON --- "Growing up in a Muslim family, I was told that liking another person of the same sex was haram," said Warren Hallett of how Islam forbids homosexuality, considering it sinful. "My religion teacher said [gay people] were going to hell.

      

      
        Ex-PM Abhisit slams casino bill
        Former prime minister Abhisit Vejjajiva has issued a strong rebuke of the government's plan to establish integrated entertainment complexes with a casino, warning they will not solve illegal gambling and may damage Thailand's tourism image.

      

      
        Thailand rejects the International Court of Justice's jurisdiction
        Thailand does not recognise the jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in the land dispute with neighbouring Cambodia.

      

      
        Saha Group expects challenging year
        The Thai economy faces challenges this year potentially even more significant than during the pandemic, says Boonsithi Chokwatana, chairman of Saha Group, the country's leading consumer goods conglomerate.

      

      
        YouTube targets Southeast Asia as viewer numbers spike
        YouTube says it has a strong growth trajectory in Southeast Asia, with 7,600 channels in the region claiming at least 1 million subscribers each.

      

      
        Four injured in Pattaya village wall collapse
        CHON BURI --- Four construction workers were injured, two of them seriously, when a concrete wall collapsed at a construction site in Pattaya on Thursday afternoon.

      

      
        Belgium block thrilling Thai comeback bid
        Thailand suffered their second successive defeat at the FIVB Women's Volleyball Nations League 2025 tournament in Beijing on Thursday.

      

      
        Call centre scam hits Chiang Mai University, millions lost in a day
        Ten students at Chiang Mai University (CMU) were scammed in a single day, with reported losses totalling several million baht, prompting CMU and local police to issue a warning.
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                                LONDON -- Chinese automakers stepped up their push into the United Kingdom (UK) last month, closing in on a 10% market share for the first time as demand for BYD (Build Your Dreams) Co electric models continues to boom.
Brands whose vehicles are manufactured in China cornered 9.4% of the British new car market in May, up from 7.7% the month earlier, according to data from the Society of Motor Manufacturers & Traders trade body.

The charge was led by BYD, which saw a 408% jump in sales in May from a year earlier. China's share was boosted by new entrants such as Chery Automobile Co's Omoda and Jaecoo brands and a revival by Polestar, which is controlled by Chinese billionaire Li Shufu's Geely and makes most of its cars in China.

Chinese brands are making big inroads in the UK, which last year overtook Germany to become Europe's largest electric-vehicle (EV) market amid robust demand for next-generation models. The UK hasn't followed the European Union (EU) in introducing tariffs on Chinese-built EVs, making it a more lucrative market to sell into. 

Another draw is the UK's lack of a local carmaker producing EVs for the masses, according to Felipe Munoz, an analyst at auto research firm Jato Dynamics. That has given Chinese brands a clearer path to gaining popularity, he said.

The progress by other Chinese carmakers came even as UK sales of SAIC's MG (Morris Garages) fell 8.3% in May. The former British brand still had the largest share of any Chinese company at 4.4%. 

Chinese carmakers are capitalizing on a collapse in sales at Tesla Inc, as Chief Executive Officer Elon Musk struggles to arrest a slump in demand. Tesla's UK sales dropped 36% in May from a year earlier, even as overall sales of fully EVs rose 26%.

Still, Tesla's UK performance was not as bad as in other countries such as France, where new-vehicle registrations plummeted by more than two-thirds.
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                                The Excise Department is introducing free alcohol quality testing in three provinces in a bid to raise the standards of locally produced liquor and ensure consumer safety.
Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul on Thursday announced the launch of the programme, called "Community Liquor Lab on Wheels".

The initiative will see mobile laboratories deployed in three pilot provinces -- Lampang in the North, Sakon Nakhon in the Northeast, and Songkhla in the South -- where community-based liquor production is known to be prevalent.

The programme seeks to ensure locally produced alcoholic beverages meet safety standards by offering free testing and analysis, according to Mr Paopoom.

This includes verifying product classification, assessing alcohol concentration and screening for harmful substances such as arsenic, lead and methanol.

The mobile labs will also serve as educational units, disseminating knowledge and raising public awareness about liquor quality standards and safety regulations.

Previously, all quality testing had to be conducted at the Excise Department's central laboratories.

With the new mobile lab initiative, the department can provide more accessible, faster, and consumer-friendly services, particularly in areas where community liquor production is widespread, he said.

Mr Paopoom said the department is committed to supporting the development of safer, higher-quality alcoholic beverages while enhancing public health and trust in community products.

The services provided by the mobile laboratories are entirely free of charge.

Currently, there are 2,119 registered community alcohol producers, underscoring both the sector's potential and its continuing growth trajectory.
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                Warren Hallett talks of an abusive childhood in Malaysia, making a new life and his pride at giving back by volunteering for LGBTQ+ charities
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                                LONDON -- "Growing up in a Muslim family, I was told that liking another person of the same sex was haram," said Warren Hallett of how Islam forbids homosexuality, considering it sinful. "My religion teacher said [gay people] were going to hell.
"I knew being me was wrong, but I couldn't change it. And because I couldn't tell anyone, the only way to live was to hide everything. I prayed every night, wishing I would wake up 'straight', 'normal', like everyone else."

Born in Batu Pahat, a small town in Malaysia, where Islam is the state religion, the 53-year-old has since given up his Arabic birth name, married another man and become a policy adviser to the British Home Office.

In 2000, Hallett was the first asylum seeker to be granted refugee status in the United Kingdom on the grounds of being LGBTQ+ - lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or queer/questioning.

To mark Pride Month - a global celebration of the LGBTQ+ community and culture every June - Hallett recalled for the Post how being a gay Malaysian Muslim left him homeless, caused him to turn to sex work and led to two failed suicide attempts.

For him, and many others, the path to pride was paved with pain and prejudice.

[image: Warren Hallett aged 12 with his late mother. His father physically abused him for playing a female character in a school play. (Photo: Warren Hallett)]
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One of his early memories was when, as a nine-year-old, he played a female character in a school play. Giddy at first, he soon learned the hard way that his effeminate leanings were frowned upon - violently - by none other than his own parent.

While the audience laughed riotously, his father, the primary school's headmaster, stormed off mid-performance. That evening at home, he overheard his parents arguing. He recalls his father referring to him as "an embarrassment" and blaming his mother for allowing their son to go on stage in girlish clothing.

"Suddenly, the door burst open. He started chasing me with this huge bamboo cane and cornered me in the bathroom. He didn't stop hitting me until my mum pulled him off.

"I was just down there. I couldn't even react. When he finally stopped, my mum started to clean up the blood and everything. She took me to the bedroom and sang for me so I could sleep, and I was just crying. It was painful everywhere. My small body was bruised and bleeding."

Hallett said after the beating, he resolved to live his life pretending to be straight: "It was like a survival skill that I had to do."

In the years that followed, he played sports and followed every unwritten rule there was in the heterosexual playbook. It was "very draining for a child", he said, but he needed to pretend.

"My dad was proud of me, but I didn't feel his pride," he added. "He loved me for the role I played, for something that I was not. It's hard for a child to know that. I grew up feeling unloved because I wasn't loved for the real me."

Hallett excelled in his studies and in 1990 he was selected for a British government-funded A-level scholarship programme in the UK. He accepted the offer without missing a beat - all he wanted was to leave his home country.

"I arrived in Edinburgh, Scotland, and, for the first time, I saw people like me. After growing up lonely and confused, the happiness I felt there was so immense. I didn't waste any time and got myself a boyfriend within the first three months of being there," he said with a laugh.

He achieved stellar A-level results and was accepted into the University of Edinburgh on another scholarship, awarded by the Malaysian government, to study for a bachelor's degree to teach English as a second or other language (Tesol).
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By this time, he was thriving. He lived with a then-new boyfriend and frequently went out to gay bars and clubs.

But the good times did not last. In the summer of 1992, Hallett almost outed a closeted compatriot who, perhaps as an act of revenge, reported to the Malaysian government about his sexual orientation and religious deviance - Hallett had been spotted wearing a cross, albeit as a fashion statement.

Both homosexuality and converting to another religion as a Muslim were, and still are, illegal in Malaysia.

Subsequently, the Malaysian embassy revoked his scholarship, citing breach of contract, and sent him a plane ticket to return home. A report which detailed his life in Edinburgh meant he faced a potential 20-year prison sentence if he went back to Malaysia.

With an expired student visa and having exhausted his friends' sympathy, he became homeless and applied for asylum; at the time, being gay was not a valid reason to apply for asylum in the UK, Hallett explains, as LGBTQ+ people were not considered a persecuted social group by the British government.

To support himself while stuck in immigration limbo, Hallett became a prostitute in Edinburgh and Glasgow. His earnings were unpredictable, and he went hungry on days when business was slow.

According to a 2022 University of California Los Angeles study of LGBTQ+ refugees and asylum seekers, many are "forced to find employment in the informal economy" since they needed to do "whatever was necessary to survive".

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) cites "deprivation of employment" combined with "the lack of housing and family support" as the main reasons for them resorting to such work.

"I remember going to this Chinese supermarket, missing home and craving rice, which I couldn't afford. I was so thin. Being put in that situation also affects your mental health. I thought, 'Is this really worth it, being gay'? I started questioning my existence and spiralling. It was so lonely and hard," said Hallett.

In 1994, aged 22, Hallett was disowned by his father and attempted suicide - twice.

"I tried to end my life and swallowed pills to overdose. I just couldn't do it anymore. What was the point of living?" he said.

But he persevered and by 1997 he had quit prostitution after finding work, albeit still illegal, in the publishing and fashion industries, where he took pride in knowing that "someone recognised me for me and I didn't have to pretend to be straight", he added.

In December 1999, the British government officially recognised asylum claims based on sexual identity as being eligible for the granting of refugee status.

"When my application was granted, it was like I was a whole person again. I felt as if a weight on my shoulder had been lifted," Hallett recalled.

He added: "At the end of the day, life is too short. You have to live authentically, even if it means you have to leave your country - you're saving yourself. I just want to celebrate life and what's left of it."

In 2023, Malaysian filmmaker Justice Khor documented Hallett's story in a 20-minute short film, Qeluar (Out), which premiered at London's Queer East festival in March 2024. It was shown in March this year at the Leeds Queer Film Festival, also in England, and it is expected more festival screenings this year will be announced.

LGBTQ+ rights in Britain have been the subject of heated discussion of late, since the government banned puberty blockers for young people and excluded transgender women from female bathrooms.

While Hallett has serious concerns about the current state of LGBTQ+ rights in the UK, he believes in being optimistic and doing what he can to contribute to the cause. He works with London-based charities Rainbow Migration and The Outside Project that support LGBTQ+ causes around the world.

"[My story] was a lifetime ago, but it shaped the way I am today, to think of others and support the community. It gives me pride to give back," he said.
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                                Former prime minister Abhisit Vejjajiva has issued a strong rebuke of the government's plan to establish integrated entertainment complexes with a casino, warning they will not solve illegal gambling and may damage Thailand's tourism image.
Speaking before a Senate panel tasked with studying the government's "Thailand Entertainment Complexes" proposal, he said legalising casinos would not eliminate the underground economy, as is often claimed.

"When I was in office, I rejected similar proposals because the dangers of gambling-linked crime are real," the former Democrat Party leader said. "The idea that legal casinos can clean up the underground economy is flawed. Look at government lotteries versus underground ones -- they coexist."

Even if this type of business is made legal, it cannot reduce the illegal side of it, because bringing it above ground requires rules and regulations, he said. "Therefore, if viewed as a matter of goods and services, there will always be advantages and disadvantages between the legal and illegal sectors."

Mr Abhisit questioned the relevance of comparisons to Singapore, arguing that the kingdom's unique tourism appeal is not dependent on gambling.

"If we leave out the casinos and pass a law that grants privileges to other types of businesses, I don't believe there would be no investment. These days, I constantly see new man-made tourist attractions being developed," the 60-year-old politician said.

As for the tax revenue, while it would benefit the state and come from casino income, the reports he has reviewed suggest that only about 20% would come from foreigners, with the remaining 80% from Thai citizens, he said.

When factoring in the total tax the government could collect, it would likely be less than what could be gained from non-casino-related sectors, he said. Moreover, it has already been signalled that if the government wants to attract international gamblers, tax rates must be competitive with other countries, meaning Thailand cannot impose high taxes, he said.

And based on the draft he has reviewed, the proposed rates are quite low, he said. He raised further concerns about the potential fallout from China, noting that Chinese law prohibits its citizens from gambling abroad.

"I still firmly believe, based on more than 30 years in politics, that the risks and potential damage from this policy outweigh the possible benefits," he said.

Joining the chorus of concern, former finance minister Thirachai Phuvanatnaranubala dismissed the government's assurances that Thailand can build casinos without exposing the country to money laundering risks.

Mr Thirachai described the plan as "overly optimistic" and lacking sufficient institutional safeguards.

Citing Singapore's 2023 National Risk Assessment report, Mr Thirachai challenged the government's claim that casinos are low-risk for money laundering.
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                                Thailand does not recognise the jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in the land dispute with neighbouring Cambodia.
The government issued its second statement on Thursday regarding the Thailand-Cambodia border situation, saying that since the recent clash in the Chong Bok area on May 28, both sides have discussed and agreed to use existing bilateral mechanisms to resolve the issue.

These include the Joint Boundary Committee (JBC), the Thai-Cambodian General Border Committee (GBC) and the Regional Border Committee (RBC).

This was the result of discussions between the army commanders of the two sides on May 29.

"Cambodia has stated its intention to involve the International Court of Justice. Thailand has not recognised the compulsory jurisdiction of the ICJ since 1960. Thailand and Cambodia already have existing bilateral mechanisms to address these issues, which has been the agreement from the beginning," according to the statement.

The most important issue at hand is that both sides must focus solely on addressing and resolving the incident and avoid expanding it further, as it will add unnecessary complexity.

The statement added that the government does not want to see either party in the conflict suffer losses, especially since the border negotiations carried out through the existing mechanisms -- particularly the JBC -- have yielded positive results.

"Thailand stands ready to resume the JBC process on June 14 [in Phnom Penh] and hopes that Cambodia will demonstrate the corresponding willingness to engage in a manner that reflects our shared commitment to peace, stability and mutual respect," according to the statement.

On Monday, the government of Cambodia formally submitted a case to ICJ to resolve longstanding border disputes with Thailand concerning four sensitive areas: Ta Muan Thom, Ta Muan Toch and Ta Kwai in Phanom Dong Rak district of Surin and part of the "Emerald Triangle" in Nam Yuen district of Ubon Ratchathani.

The decision follows a fatal border clash on May 28, in which a Cambodian soldier was killed by Thai forces, according to a Cambodian government statement.

The Cambodian government cited the need for a fair, peaceful and lasting resolution, with the move receiving unanimous approval from Cambodia's First Joint Congress of the National Assembly and Senate.

While pursuing the case, Cambodia reaffirmed its commitment to bilateral dialogue and will host a border demarcation meeting on June 14, though the four disputed areas will be excluded from the discussion.

Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai reiterated on Thursday that the cabinet's resolution dated March 19, 2024, clearly states that Thailand does not recognise the jurisdiction of the ICJ in this matter.

Thailand will hold an urgent meeting of the National Security Council (NSC) on Friday to determine appropriate countermeasures, including the possible closure of border checkpoints, following reports that Cambodian troops have advanced about 200 metres into no-man's-land along the border in Ubon Ratchathani.

"There is no current issue that necessitates intervention by the ICJ," he said, adding that if Cambodia chooses to pursue action via international legal channels, it is within its rights, but Thailand is under no obligation to comply.

"We remain firmly committed to our stance. The ICJ holds no authority to compel Thailand."

Mr Phumtham, who also serves as a deputy prime minister, said the talks will be confined strictly to the area currently in dispute, with no expansion to other areas.

"If the situation does not improve, it could lead to increased tensions," he said. "We have contingency plans in place. Discussions are ongoing, and if further action is necessary, we will not hesitate to implement it."


	Paetongtarn: Thailand ready if Cambodia attacks
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                                The Thai economy faces challenges this year potentially even more significant than during the pandemic, says Boonsithi Chokwatana, chairman of Saha Group, the country's leading consumer goods conglomerate.
He said the Land Bridge project including the Kra Canal could lift the economy in the medium term.

While the global economy appears grim, the uncertainty might not last for years and US trade policies must be monitored, said Mr Boonsithi.

"It is essential for Thailand to remain neutral and not align with a particular side as this strategic positioning can be an advantage," he said.

Thailand has a large economic base, which might result in slower growth rates this year compared with smaller competitors with a tiny base, Mr Boonsithi noted.

He said he views the government's digital wallet scheme as a handout seeking populist support.

Thailand could develop various sectors, but if the country focuses on the cash handout scheme, foreign investors might lose interest, he added.

However, he said the Land Bridge project has the potential to propel the economy.

"We have talked about this for quite some time, but there has been no action. This project is necessary," Mr Boonsithi said.

He said sea freight from China is growing, but is reliant on the Strait of Malacca, which may be unable to handle increasing demand.

Mr Boonsithi advocated broadening the economic corridor arrangement beyond the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) to southern regions, as exports from these areas would have easier access to European markets without travelling around the Strait of Malacca.

He said the Japanese economy is not in its best shape, pointing out that it is facing higher rice prices, for example, presenting an opportunity for Thailand to increase its food exports.

He said Saha Group is trying to reduce garment production due to lower competitiveness when compared with its foreign counterparts.

Meanwhile, the food business continues to post strong sales, he noted.

The company is focusing on marketing food, pet care and healthcare products while pursuing cooperation with partners.

For tourism, with a rising elderly population, he suggested Thailand should aim to attract retirees not merely for tourism but to establish a welcoming environment for them to consider as a place of residence.

Thailand's gross domestic product (GDP) is projected to grow by 1.8% this year, according to the first-quarter report from the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC).

However, the growth is being held back by high levels of household and business debt. In the second half of the year, growth may further decelerate due to a weaker global economy, trade protection policies, and risks associated with instability in the agricultural sector.

Saha Group is set to host the 29th Saha Group Fair and Fest, dubbed the "Big Shop Big Show" shopping event, from June 26 to 29 at Halls 98-100, Bitec Bangna, said Thamarat Chokwatana, president and executive chairman of ICC International Plc.

The company plans to sign 10 memoranda of understanding (MoU) during the event with domestic and international partners. These agreements will cover real estate, technology, education, e-commerce and service businesses.

Among these collaborations is an MoU between Dusit Thani Plc and Saha Tokyu Corporation, a joint venture company between Tokyu Corporation in Japan and the Saha Group, for hotel management of Dusit Suites J-Park Sriracha.

The objective is to explore business opportunities and land development in the EEC in Si Racha, Chon Buri province.
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									YouTube targets Southeast Asia as viewer numbers spike

									
								

								YouTube says it has a strong growth trajectory in Southeast Asia, with 7,600 channels in the region claiming at least 1 million subscribers each.
								This growth has been driving creator-led marketing and video commerce in the region, said the company. 

Video commerce accounts for 20% of the e-commerce gross merchandise value in Southeast Asia, a four-fold increase over the last two years, according to YouTube.

"After 20 years, YouTube is moving faster than ever," said Sapna Chadha, vice-president for Southeast Asia and South Asia Frontier at Google, the owner of YouTube.

She said YouTube is leveraging artificial intelligence (AI) to enhance user experiences through personalised recommendations and deep content analysis.

"This technology is already benefiting creators, brands and viewers alike. The future of content creation and advertising fuelled by AI isn't coming in the future. We're already living it," said Ms Chadha. 

The platform's scale is staggering, with more than 20 million videos uploaded around the world every day, while YouTube Shorts are watched by 2 billion users each month.

Viewers watch more than 1 billion hours of YouTube content on average every day, while 3.5 billion people watch YouTube every month.

YouTube reached 290 million viewers in Southeast Asia last year, representing 85% of the online population in the region. 

"Southeast Asians love video content, and this is a flourishing epicentre of digital growth," she said.

Roughly 1,300 Thailand-based YouTube channels have more than 1 million subscribers each. The number of channels in the region with more than 100,000 subscribers tallies 77,000.

"YouTube's growth in Southeast Asia is a testament to the platform's adaptability and the region's digital dynamism. As AI continues to enhance user experiences and creators drive engagement, the future of video commerce and digital advertising looks brighter than ever," said Ms Chadha.

A Kantar study found 85% of viewers in Thailand and 67% in Indonesia consider YouTube creator content to be trustworthy. 

Ms Chadha said users are 98% more likely to trust the recommendations of creators on YouTube compared with those on other social sites or apps.

"This trust translates into purchase confidence, with YouTube driving almost four times greater purchase intent than other social media platforms in the region," said Ms Chadha. 

Gen Z actively consumes content on YouTube and uses the platform to navigate and share major life transitions. Many Shorts users avoid Instagram Reels completely, and 66% are not using Reels in Thailand. 

Creators on YouTube can significantly drive consideration for products. Two in five consumers in this region rely on online videos for product research, with YouTube being the preferred choice for 86% of them. 

To drive this further, YouTube Shopping has now launched in Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, Singapore, Malaysia and the Philippines in partnership with Shopee.  

YouTube Shopping lets creators easily promote products from their own stores or other brands.  

Top creators across the region are joining the affiliate programme, with millions of videos already tagged. 

For instance, in the first three countries where it launched (Indonesia, Vietnam and Thailand), an average of 55% of eligible creators have already enrolled in YouTube Shopping.  

In a related matter, Lazada has announced a US$100 million investment in its affiliate programme across Southeast Asia. 

Ms Chadha said YouTube continues to innovate to improve the experience on internet-connected TV (CTV).  

Globally, viewers are watching, on average, over 1 billion hours of YouTube content on TVs every day. 

In Southeast Asia, YouTube on CTV is reaching over 79 million people. 

With CTV, new advertising formats let viewers use QR codes for shopping on TV.
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                                CHON BURI -- Four construction workers were injured, two of them seriously, when a concrete wall collapsed at a construction site in Pattaya on Thursday afternoon.
The incident occurred at 2.10pm at the construction site of a road along the railway at Soi Khao Talo in tambon Nong Prue, said the Sawangboriboon Pattaya rescue radio centre. Rescuers and a medical team rushed to the scene.

Two Myanmar workers were found unconscious at the bottom of a foundation pit, pinned under the collapsed wall. Rescuers retrieved them from the clay pit with great difficulty.

Two other workers, both Thai nationals, sustained minor injuries to their arms and legs. Medics gave all four workers first aid before rushing them to a nearby hospital.

Thanaporn Khunsida, a 34-year-old girlfriend of one of the victims, said that the workers were excavating soil near the wall, which separated a village from the construction site, at the time. They had to level the soil surface because the wall showed signs of leaning.

While some workers were using drills at the base of the pit, the wall suddenly collapsed. The Thai workers who were above ground managed to jump to safety with minor injuries.

Authorities were investigating the cause of the collapse.
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                                Thailand suffered their second successive defeat at the FIVB Women's Volleyball Nations League 2025 tournament in Beijing on Thursday.
The Thai women put on yet another battling performance but still lost to Belgium 1-3 (22-25, 23-25, 26-24, 22-25) at the National Indoor Stadium.

Thailand were beaten by world No.6 Poland in straight sets in the opening Pool 3 match on Wednesday. Belgium opened their campaign with a 3-0 loss to powerhouse China.

The losses have move Thailand down two positions to 15th in the world rankings, while Belgium moved up two spots to 13th.

Coach Kiattipong Radchatagriengkai made only one change from the first match, with middle blocker Wimonrat Thanapan starting in place of Hattaya Bamrungsuk, while Warisara Seetaloed retaining her spot in the starting line-up alongside captain Ajcharaporn Kongyot, Pornpun Guedpard, Thatdao Nuekjang, Pimpichaya Kokram and Piyanut Pannoy.

Middle blocker Thatdao was the Thai team's top scorer with 18 points (16 attacks and two blocks). Opposite spiker Thanacha Sooksod had 13 points (all attacks). Outside hitter Donphon Sinpho and opposite spiker Pimpichaya, the top scorer in the first match against Poland, had 11 points each.

Belgium captain Britt Herbots had a game-high 30 points (29 attacks and one block), while opposite spiker Pauline Martin had 20 (17 attacks and three blocks).

Thailand is competing in Pool 3 against Poland (ranked 6th), Belgium (15), China (4), Turkey (5) and France (19). Their next match is against Turkey on Friday at 7.30pm Thailand time.

Turkey, the 2023 VNL champions, won their opening match against France.
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                                Ten students at Chiang Mai University (CMU) were scammed in a single day, with reported losses totalling several million baht, prompting CMU and local police to issue a warning.
The scams surged during a recent long holiday from May 31 to June 2, Pol Col Manatchai Inthean, superintendent of Bhubing Rajanives police station, said on Thursday. 

One male student was deceived into transferring money in four separate transactions, totalling more than 2 million baht. The scammers used forged documents, including fake letters bearing CMU and faculty letterheads and a counterfeit signature of the university's rector, to convince the student and his family. The scammers also maintained constant contact through video calls over two days to control the victim's actions.

The student's mother later said that the family transferred the money in four instalments, ranging from 400,000 to 600,000 baht -- some of it borrowed -- before losing all contact with the scammers.

In a case involving a female student, she was instructed to wear headphones and carry a knife while pushing a cart to the police station. She sat in front of the duty officer, who recognised that something was wrong, de-escalated the situation and confiscated the knife.

Police said these scams use psychological pressure and constant manipulation through threats and scripted instructions. Many victims, while academically capable, lack life experience, making them more susceptible.

Among the 10 students, five were scammed through direct call centre operations. Other cases involved tactics such as impersonating government officials, coercion during video calls involving threats or blackmail and fraudulent scholarship offers. Common scams also include fake part-time job offers or online purchases that never arrive.

Authorities had frozen related bank accounts and were tracking financial transactions. While some funds had been recovered, many cases remained unresolved.

In the 2-million-baht case, the student's family identified a bank account and phone number but reported no progress, as the account holder said they were waiting for a police summons.

According to CMU, it is working with local police to provide information and support during student orientation and other activities. There is no evidence of a major data breach. These scams appear to be isolated incidents.

Students and their families are advised to stay vigilant as call centre scams continue. Tackling this issue requires cooperation from all sectors and a serious national effort involving telecom providers, banks, internet services and relevant authorities to implement stronger and clearer measures.
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                                Former prime minister Abhisit Vejjajiva has issued a strong rebuke of the government's plan to establish integrated entertainment complexes with a casino, warning they will not solve illegal gambling and may damage Thailand's tourism image.
Speaking before a Senate panel tasked with studying the government's "Thailand Entertainment Complexes" proposal, he said legalising casinos would not eliminate the underground economy, as is often claimed.

"When I was in office, I rejected similar proposals because the dangers of gambling-linked crime are real," the former Democrat Party leader said. "The idea that legal casinos can clean up the underground economy is flawed. Look at government lotteries versus underground ones -- they coexist."

Even if this type of business is made legal, it cannot reduce the illegal side of it, because bringing it above ground requires rules and regulations, he said. "Therefore, if viewed as a matter of goods and services, there will always be advantages and disadvantages between the legal and illegal sectors."

Mr Abhisit questioned the relevance of comparisons to Singapore, arguing that the kingdom's unique tourism appeal is not dependent on gambling.

"If we leave out the casinos and pass a law that grants privileges to other types of businesses, I don't believe there would be no investment. These days, I constantly see new man-made tourist attractions being developed," the 60-year-old politician said.

As for the tax revenue, while it would benefit the state and come from casino income, the reports he has reviewed suggest that only about 20% would come from foreigners, with the remaining 80% from Thai citizens, he said.

When factoring in the total tax the government could collect, it would likely be less than what could be gained from non-casino-related sectors, he said. Moreover, it has already been signalled that if the government wants to attract international gamblers, tax rates must be competitive with other countries, meaning Thailand cannot impose high taxes, he said.

And based on the draft he has reviewed, the proposed rates are quite low, he said. He raised further concerns about the potential fallout from China, noting that Chinese law prohibits its citizens from gambling abroad.

"I still firmly believe, based on more than 30 years in politics, that the risks and potential damage from this policy outweigh the possible benefits," he said.

Joining the chorus of concern, former finance minister Thirachai Phuvanatnaranubala dismissed the government's assurances that Thailand can build casinos without exposing the country to money laundering risks.

Mr Thirachai described the plan as "overly optimistic" and lacking sufficient institutional safeguards.

Citing Singapore's 2023 National Risk Assessment report, Mr Thirachai challenged the government's claim that casinos are low-risk for money laundering.
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                                Thailand does not recognise the jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in the land dispute with neighbouring Cambodia.
The government issued its second statement on Thursday regarding the Thailand-Cambodia border situation, saying that since the recent clash in the Chong Bok area on May 28, both sides have discussed and agreed to use existing bilateral mechanisms to resolve the issue.

These include the Joint Boundary Committee (JBC), the Thai-Cambodian General Border Committee (GBC) and the Regional Border Committee (RBC).

This was the result of discussions between the army commanders of the two sides on May 29.

"Cambodia has stated its intention to involve the International Court of Justice. Thailand has not recognised the compulsory jurisdiction of the ICJ since 1960. Thailand and Cambodia already have existing bilateral mechanisms to address these issues, which has been the agreement from the beginning," according to the statement.

The most important issue at hand is that both sides must focus solely on addressing and resolving the incident and avoid expanding it further, as it will add unnecessary complexity.

The statement added that the government does not want to see either party in the conflict suffer losses, especially since the border negotiations carried out through the existing mechanisms -- particularly the JBC -- have yielded positive results.

"Thailand stands ready to resume the JBC process on June 14 [in Phnom Penh] and hopes that Cambodia will demonstrate the corresponding willingness to engage in a manner that reflects our shared commitment to peace, stability and mutual respect," according to the statement.

On Monday, the government of Cambodia formally submitted a case to ICJ to resolve longstanding border disputes with Thailand concerning four sensitive areas: Ta Muan Thom, Ta Muan Toch and Ta Kwai in Phanom Dong Rak district of Surin and part of the "Emerald Triangle" in Nam Yuen district of Ubon Ratchathani.

The decision follows a fatal border clash on May 28, in which a Cambodian soldier was killed by Thai forces, according to a Cambodian government statement.

The Cambodian government cited the need for a fair, peaceful and lasting resolution, with the move receiving unanimous approval from Cambodia's First Joint Congress of the National Assembly and Senate.

While pursuing the case, Cambodia reaffirmed its commitment to bilateral dialogue and will host a border demarcation meeting on June 14, though the four disputed areas will be excluded from the discussion.

Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai reiterated on Thursday that the cabinet's resolution dated March 19, 2024, clearly states that Thailand does not recognise the jurisdiction of the ICJ in this matter.

Thailand will hold an urgent meeting of the National Security Council (NSC) on Friday to determine appropriate countermeasures, including the possible closure of border checkpoints, following reports that Cambodian troops have advanced about 200 metres into no-man's-land along the border in Ubon Ratchathani.

"There is no current issue that necessitates intervention by the ICJ," he said, adding that if Cambodia chooses to pursue action via international legal channels, it is within its rights, but Thailand is under no obligation to comply.

"We remain firmly committed to our stance. The ICJ holds no authority to compel Thailand."

Mr Phumtham, who also serves as a deputy prime minister, said the talks will be confined strictly to the area currently in dispute, with no expansion to other areas.

"If the situation does not improve, it could lead to increased tensions," he said. "We have contingency plans in place. Discussions are ongoing, and if further action is necessary, we will not hesitate to implement it."


	Paetongtarn: Thailand ready if Cambodia attacks
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                                About 1,000 residents of Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai staged a rally on Thursday to demand an end to mining in Myanmar that is contaminating rivers in the northern Thai provinces.
The gathering took place at the Mae Fah Luang public park near the Kok River in Muang district of Chiang Rai early on June 5, which is the World Environment Day.

Their representatives read an announcement to demand that Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra convince authorities in Myanmar to stop gold mining across the border in Shan state, most of which is not under the control of the military junta.

They said the mining was contaminating the Kok, Mekong, Ruak and Sai rivers with heavy metals. They also demanded that the Thai government rehabilitate the contaminated environment.

The representatives said that at least 40 mines were being operated in Shan and the mining had been causing murky water in the Kok and Sai rivers over the past few years. Some mines were only two kilometres away from the Thai border, they said.

Complaints filed by local people led pollution control officials to perform tests recently on water quality, which proved contamination.

The demonstrators said the contamination affected farming, fishing, tap water production and tourism and if the problem continues, negative impacts could reach millions of people.
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                                Public prosecutors on Thursday arraigned China Railway No.10 (Thailand) Co, its Chinese director and three Thais on charges of illegally operating a construction business in Thailand.
The company is a part of the joint venture with SET-listed Italian-Thai Development Plc that was contracted to build the State Audit Office which collapsed in late March, killing 89 people and leaving seven others missing.

The company, director Zhang Chuanling and shareholders Manas Sri-anan, Prachuap Sirikhet and Sophon Meechai face charges of operating a construction business that the law reserves for Thais, said Sakkasem Nisaiyok, spokesman for the Office of the Attorney-General.

Mr Zhang and the three Thais were listed as the shareholders of the company. Mr Zhang holds 49% of the shares in China Railway No.10 (Thailand), and the Thais 51% in total, as required by law.

Earlier Mr Zhang denied allegations that he used Thai nominee shareholders to fulfil the legal requirement while actually controlling the company himself.

The company formed the ITD-CREC consortium with Italian-Thai to win the 2.1-billion-baht contract to build the new 30-storey home of the State Audit Office on land in Chatuchak district of Bangkok.

The tower collapsed on March 28 when tremors from the 7.7-magnitude earthquake in Myanmar reached the Thai capital.

Public prosecutors also wanted to arraign another Chinese executive, Wu Bing Lin, in the same case but he remains at large.

Searches at the collapse site concluded early last month with the death toll standing at 89, nine people injured people and seven missing.


	Related: 70 officials named in Bangkok tower collapse scandal
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                                Thai Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai has called a meeting of the National Security Council (NSC) on Friday to discuss the border dispute with Cambodia, which has signalled a hardening of its position.
Phnom Penh has sent a clear message that it is not interested in talking about solutions to four disputed land border areas at a meeting of the two countries' Joint Border Commission (JBC) on June 14, Thai government officials said on Thursday.

Instead, Cambodia is insisting that the issue should be forwarded to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) for a ruling, which could take years.

The four overlapping areas are Ta Muan Thom, Ta Muan Toch and Ta Kwai in Phanom Dong Rak district of Surin province, and part of the "Emerald Triangle" in Nam Yuen district of Ubon Ratchathani.

Cambodia said it supported talks with Thailand through the JBC.

"However, given the referral to the ICJ, the four aforementioned areas will not be included on the agenda of the upcoming JBC session," the Khmer Times quoted a government statement as saying.

Mr Phumtham on Thursday reiterated that the Thai government and army were ready to protect the country's territory and sovereignty, according to Thitiwat Adisornphankul, the deputy secretary-general to the prime minister. (Story continues below)
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Mr Phumtham chairs the NSC in his role as deputy prime minister responsible for security issues. Other members include NSC Secretary-General Chatchai Bangchuad, Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa and Gen Songwit Noonpakdee, the Chief of Defence Forces.

On Wednesday Mr Phumtham visited Chong Bok, the border area in Nam Yuen district of Ubon Ratchathani where a brief skirmish between Thai and Cambodian soldiers on May 28 touched off the latest dispute.

The minister said Cambodia was still stationing soldiers in a no man's land in violation of an agreement by the two countries to move troops 200 metres from the overlapping claim, Thai media outlets reported.

He said he opposed the move by Cambodia to resort to the World Court. "We hope that Cambodia would still adhere to the mechanism of the JBC," he was quoted as saying.

Thailand did not rule out a move to partially or entirely close border checkpoints if tensions escalate, he added.

Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa will lead the Thai side in the upcoming JBC talks.


	Editorial: Mixed signals at the border
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                                WASHINGTON - US President Donald Trump signed a new travel ban on Wednesday targeting 12 countries including Myanmar, Afghanistan, Iran and Yemen, reviving one of the most controversial measures from his first term.
Trump said the measure was spurred by a makeshift flamethrower attack on a Jewish protest in Colorado that US authorities blamed on a man they said was in the country illegally.

The ban targets nationals of Afghanistan, Myanmar, Chad, Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen.

Trump also imposed a partial ban on travellers from seven countries: Burundi, Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leone, Togo, Turkmenistan and Venezuela.

Both go into effect on Monday, the White House said.

"The recent terror attack in Boulder, Colorado has underscored the extreme dangers posed to our country by the entry of foreign nationals who are not properly vetted," Trump said in a video message from the Oval Office posted on X.

"We don't want them."

Trump compared the new measures to the "powerful" ban he imposed on a number of mainly Muslim countries in his first term, which caused huge travel disruption across the world.

The US leader said that 2017 ban had stopped the United States suffering terror attacks that happened in Europe.

"We will not let what happened in Europe happen in America," Trump said.

"We cannot have open migration from any country where we cannot safely and reliably vet and screen. That is why today I am signing a new executive order placing travel restrictions on countries including Yemen, Somalia, Haiti, Libya, and numerous others."

"Being in the United States is a great risk for anyone, not just for Venezuelans," Venezuela's Interior Minister Diosdado Cabello said after the announcement, warning citizens against travel there.

Trump's new travel ban could however face legal challenges, as have many of the drastic measures he has taken in his whirlwind return to office.

'Dangerous foreign actors'

The White House unveiled the new ban with virtually no warning, minutes after Trump had addressed some 3,000 political appointees from his balcony at a celebratory "summer soiree."

Trump also unusually made the announcement with no reporters present. He has unveiled many of his most headline-grabbing policy announcements at signing ceremonies in front of journalists in the Oval Office.

Rumours of a new Trump travel ban had circulated following the attack in Colorado, with his administration vowing to pursue "terrorists" living in the US on visas.

Suspect Mohammed Sabry Soliman is alleged to have thrown fire bombs and sprayed burning gasoline at a group of people who had gathered on Sunday in support of Israeli hostages held by Hamas.

US Homeland Security officials said Soliman was in the country illegally, having overstayed a tourist visa, but that he had applied for asylum in September 2022.

"President Trump is fulfilling his promise to protect Americans from dangerous foreign actors that want to come to our country and cause us harm," White House Deputy Press Secretary Abigail Jackson said on X.

"These commonsense restrictions are country-specific and include places that lack proper vetting, exhibit high visa overstay rates, or fail to share identity and threat information."

Trump's proclamation gave specific reasons for each country in his proclamation, which says it is aimed at protecting the United States from "foreign terrorists and other national security" threats.

For Taliban-ruled Afghanistan and war-torn Libya, Sudan, Somalia and Yemen, it said they lacked "competent" central authorities for processing passports and vetting.

Yemen, where American forces have struck Iranian-backed Huthi rebels, was also the "site of active US military operations," it said.

Iran, with which the United States is in negotiations on a possible nuclear deal, was included as it is a "state sponsor of terrorism," the order said.

For most of the other countries, Trump's order cited an above average likelihood that people would overstay their visas.

Trump separately on Wednesday announced a ban on visas for foreign students who are set to begin attending Harvard University, ramping up his crackdown on what he regards as a bastion of liberalism.
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                                Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has confirmed she is considering a cabinet reshuffle but emphasised that any changes would be discussed with coalition partners.
Her remarks came amid mounting speculation the Bhumjaithai Party, a key coalition member, is pushing for a major revision of ministerial portfolios.

Responding to the reports of a looming cabinet shake-up on Wednesday, Ms Paetongtarn insisted no formal discussions have taken place and said that she was still assessing the situation.

"It's still not time to discuss the details as it's just a consideration for now. I'm only thinking about what adjustments could be made to improve the cabinet," she said.

"There is thought being given to a cabinet reshuffle, but nothing is final. It's not 100% yet."

The prime minister said she has yet to receive any signals from the coalition partners about the cabinet reshuffle, nor has she asked them about it. She will approach the parties and ask for their opinions once the reshuffle is set to be made, she said.

"We can't just do a reshuffle without informing them. If any change is to be made, it has to be discussed, especially with coalition parties," she said.

"If there is to be a reshuffle, it will also involve Pheu Thai ministers. These matters require full discussion."

The prime minister further stressed that while ministerial performance and suitability are constantly being reviewed, the current timing does not warrant a detailed reshuffle discussion just yet.

Meanwhile, key Pheu Thai figures including Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai and Digital Economy Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong, also downplayed speculation about changes in their portfolios. Both reiterated that any decision rests solely with the prime minister.

Mr Prasert, who was speculated to emerge as interior minister in a reshuffle, said there had not been any formal discussions in Pheu Thai about it.

He said ministers should ignore the rumours and continue working despite "pressure from the Thailand-Cambodia situation".

Mr Phumtham insisted that Pheu Thai had never reached a formal agreement with coalition partners over how long a minister could stay in the post.

He also dismissed criticism Pheu Thai was changing course from when it courted other parties to gain enough votes to form the government, saying that everyone has the right to consider whether to join the coalition.

"The Bhumjaithai Party has not negotiated and has never offered any conditions to the prime minister or Pheu Thai Party," said Bhumjaithai Party spokesperson Nan Boontida Somchai. "If there are any changes regarding the coalition, the party leader will be the one to announce it."
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                  'Unsafe' heavy metal levels in northern Thai rivers                

                Government urges cautious approach to dealing with neighbouring Myanmar
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                                The Pollution Control Department has confirmed unsafe levels of arsenic and other heavy metals in the Kok, Sai and Mekong rivers in northern Thailand, with the contamination traced to upstream mining operations across the border in Shan State of Myanmar.
The PCD released its findings from three rounds of water and sediment sampling conducted between March 19 and May 16, revealing widespread pollution in northern waterways.

The highest levels of contamination were detected in the Kok River, particularly from Tha Ton in Chiang Mai's Mae Ai district, to Chalerm Phrakiat Bridge in Muang district of Chiang Rai. In some locations, arsenic concentrations reached 0.44 milligrammes per litre (mg/l) -- more than 40 times above the safety threshold of 0.01 mg/l.

Lead levels also exceeded safe standards, peaking at 0.076 mg/l near the Thai-Myanmar border in Chiang Rai. While other metals such as cadmium, mercury, and manganese were found within safe limits, the persistence of arsenic is raising concerns among health and environmental authorities.

"Water quality along the Myanmar border shows elevated turbidity and arsenic, a clear indicator of mining impacts," a PCD source said. Officials said historical monitoring from 2014 to 2015 had shown no such contamination, suggesting a recent and worsening trend.

Sediment testing in March and April confirmed that levels of arsenic, lead, and other heavy metals had exceeded those considered safe to benthic (bottom-dwelling) organisms. High-risk areas include Tha Ton, Ban Mae Salak, Ban Ja Der, and Chalerm Phrakiat Bridge 1, where health experts warn that regular consumption of locally caught fish could pose long-term health risks.

The PCD expressed concern that chronic exposure to these metals, especially arsenic, could lead to cumulative health effects, even if symptoms are not immediately apparent.

Further downstream, including at the Yonok Nakorn Bridge and Ban Saeo in Chiang Saen district in Chiang Rai, arsenic levels were found to be within acceptable limits. Authorities attribute this to sedimentation at Chiang Rai weir, which has slowed water flow and allowed contaminated particles to settle.

In the Sai River, which flows into the Mekong in Chiang Rai, arsenic levels exceeded safety standards at all sampling sites, ranging from 0.044 to 0.049 mg/l, higher than those observed in the Kok River. Lead levels also initially exceeded limits before returning to normal in the third round of testing.

While the Mekong River did not show excessive levels of heavy metals overall, arsenic concentrations remained a concern. In Chiang Saen district, readings peaked at 0.036 mg/l before slightly falling to 0.025-0.026 mg/l in the latest samples.

Tributaries such as the Fang, Korn, Lao, and Suai rivers showed sporadic spikes in nickel, arsenic and chromium, with the Korn River recording the highest range of contaminants. The PCD believes that arsenic detected in the Mekong may be linked to inflows from the Sai and Ruak rivers, which originate in Myanmar.

Natural Resources and Environment Minister Chalermchai Sri-on acknowledged the country's limited ability to address pollution that originates beyond its borders. Mining operations in Shan State, controlled by the United Wa State Army, are seen as the primary source of contamination.

"This issue cannot be solved overnight, as its root cause lies in foreign territory," Mr Chalermchai said. "We must proceed carefully, using diplomatic channels step by step."

In the short term, the ministry has proposed check dams to trap contaminated sediment before it flows further downstream. The Department of Water Resources is designing the structure, which could cost more than 7 billion baht, he said.

Water resources expert Sitang Pilailar of Kasetsart University says the proposed check dams must be carefully engineered to contain fine sediment and withstand high pressure.

"If the dam fails, it could worsen the situation," she warned. "In the meantime, urgent efforts are needed to locate clean water sources for tap water production and invest in reverse osmosis systems capable of filtering out heavy metals."

Ms Sitang also urged the government to take a stronger stance on the issue. "Thailand must not act as though it is powerless to speak out against harm to its own territory. We need a robust national response to protect public health."

Chiang Rai residents plan to rally on Thursday to demand an end to mining activities in Myanmar, and they will urge the embassies to intervene.
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                  Thailand touts 0.8% growth boost from casino complex                
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                                The government says an entertainment complex featuring a casino will still be an economic growth engine with the Finance Ministry projecting it will drive a 0.8% increase in GDP.
At the launch of "Thailand Entertainment Complex" on Wednesday, Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat said the country needs a fresh economic driver and the casino-entertainment complex project will transform the tourism and service economy and attract more international visitors.

He allayed public concerns about the social impacts and possible money-laundering activities through casino operations, saying that a bill to regulate this so-called man-made tourist destination is set to be reviewed by parliament.

The House will examine the bill when parliament reconvenes in July. The first reading was initially scheduled in April but was postponed due to strong opposition. Mr Julapun said the government held multiple rounds of hearings with various sectors to listen to their concerns and answer questions. "This is Thailand's opportunity ... an essential engine to drive the economy," he said.

Suksit Srichomkwan, deputy secretary-general of the prime minister, said the service sector plays a vital role in the tourism industry and contributes about 18% to the GDP thanks to high employment levels.

While tourism is recovering, Thailand should do more to increase tourist spending and encourage longer stays, he said, noting that events such as Formula One, international music festivals, and mega-Songkran celebrations can draw more visitors.

Mr Suksit said the country can no longer rely on natural attractions due to high competition from other countries. The casino-entertainment complex could operate year-round, reducing reliance on seasonal or nature-based tourism, he said.

The complex will include a large indoor stadium capable of hosting international concerts, an exhibition hall to showcase Thai culture and products, a five-star hotel, a luxury shopping mall, museums, and fun parks among other attractions.

The project, which could be worth 100 billion baht, is expected to create 9,000 to 15,000 jobs, benefit small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and generate 100-200 billion baht per year in tourism revenue. Mr Suksit said the project is projected to boost GDP by 0.23% during the construction phase, and once open, it could contribute 0.2-0.8% to annual GDP on conservative esimates.

Annual tax revenue from the project would be 12-40 billion baht, excluding additional income from other fees, and the government plans to spend the money on education, similar to how sin taxes are used to support sports initiatives and vulnerable communities.

"Can the project exclude the casino? This is a business model ...it's integrated. It is a new growth engine that adds value to the country's tourism sector," Mr Suksit said.
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									In the abode of tigers

									A paradise for wildlife, Ranthambore offers  much more than flora and fauna
								

								Jaipur, India's Pink City, is world renowned for its gemstone industry. However, in Jaipur's Nahargarh lurks another one of the subcontinent's gems and its national animal. It is also home to one of India's 58 protected tiger reserves and the majestic Bengal tiger (Panthera tigris tigris), among other animals like Asiatic lions.
								STAY

A three-hour car ride from Jaipur International Airport, Nahargarh, which means "abode of tigers", is known for its tiger safaris and palatial resorts. Though few are as opulent as Nahargarh Ranthambhore, which is a majestic retreat for a luxurious escape, a few minutes away from Ranthambore National Park.

[image: Nahargarh Ranthambhore.]
Nahargarh Ranthambhore.



Encompassed by lush wilderness, Nahargarh Ranthambhore is dressed in ivory white fortifications and set amidst trees offering a tranquil experience of royalty and wilderness. The palace hotel is one of the most indulgent properties in Rajasthan (Jaipur is the capital city), where adventurous safaris and tiger tour moments bring excitement to mornings, while evenings are engaged with cultural performances.

Nahargarh Ranthambhore, which is also known as The Alsisar Nahargarh, is stately and its sheer expanse is not evident when one walks through its arched doorway, complete with the sky showering rose petals as you enter. The grandeur is only absorbed as one explores the vast grounds and palace.

There are 99 king-size deluxe and super deluxe rooms. The imperial rooms have individual courtyards to soak in the greenery, while the 2nd-floor suites have private terraces with views of the national park. Each room is designed in a different colour, style and ambiance. There is also a spa, a colonial bar and grand courtyards, with three swimming pools, including a pool and amphitheatre called Hathi Kund, which is all marble.

The Grand Dining Hall is straight out of Indian Downton Abbey and is so opulent, it may put the series to shame. The hall is replete with fine intricate mirror work and the regal charm of Rajasthan's royalty is evident in each corner. The food at Nahargarh Ranthambhore is Indian and Rajasthani, which is a must-try.

Bageechi, which translates into English as "garden", has a small stage and it is here that Mumbai's fine dining restaurant Masque holds a barbecue annually as part of its "Masque At Nahargarh" weekend event.

However, the crown jewel of Nahargarh Ranthambhore is the Arjun Mahal Banquet Hall, which is adorned with intricate gold leaf paintings and chandeliers. Needless to say, it is mostly used for private functions like a "royal" Indian wedding.

An opulent retreat after a morning spent tiger-spotting or sightseeing.

[image: Above and Right Ranthambore Fort and Chambal River. Nahargarh Ranthambhore]
Ranthambore Fort and Chambal River. 



TIGER SAFARI

Forget taking pictures with the tigers. Unless you're headed to Ranthambhore National Park in the summer, the animals are extremely hard to spot despite the rangers being well-informed. It normally takes around five safaris to see one if Lady Luck doesn't shine on you and depending on what zone of the national park you're in.

The extrovert animals are used to people (and that doesn't mean you need to be up close and personal) but they are hardly affected by the sounds of the safari jeeps or the whispers of tourists. The tiger reserve couldn't be more fascinating, amid scrubland and grassy ridges. Tigers at Ranthambore are named and apparently, the most famous one is called Machali (T-16), aka "Queen Of Ranthambore". Just don't call out to her!

Bordered by spikes of the Aravallis and Vindhya mountain ranges on the edge of a plateau and set among an ephemeral forest, hills and wide valleys, the park is flecked with three lakes that add to the beauty of the wildlife, any time of the year.

Tigers aren't the only four-legged creatures in this vast land. Easy to spot are the Sambar deer, Chital and several other deer species. Once near a water body, you may see a few crocodiles basking in the sun. However, they blend so well with the surroundings, unless pointed out by your guide they are a tad hard to spot. Boars are easier to see, while the leopards blend into their surroundings, as well.

The endangered blackbuck are harder to spot since their numbers have declined over the years. However, it is the sighting of a nilgai, also known as the blue bull, that is beautiful. The males have a bluish-grey coat and have a very horse-like appearance, even though they are the largest antelope in Asia. Though you don't necessarily have to be in the park to spot them. Fun fact: In Bihar, they are classified as vermin as they are known to ravage crops.

But Ranthambore is not lush in just land animals. The park is also home to many bird species and is a treat for twitchers. Expect to see the greylag goose, woodpeckers, Indian grey hornbills, common kingfishers, bee eaters, cuckoos, parakeets and owls, among others.

Needless to say, one has to dress in neutral-colours and avoid bright shades. The best time to visit is between June 30 and Oct 1 when all zones are open. Peak tiger-sightings generally occur from March to May at the height of summer. From July to September, Zones 6-10 are open. Safaris are conducted twice a day in the early morning and in the late afternoon and can be booked online via the official government website or authorised agents. You will need your passport for identification when entering the park.
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OUTSIDE THE PARK

Though Nahargarh is predominately known for tiger safaris, there are other things to do.

The striking 10th century citadel which is the Ranthambore Fort is poised atop a rocky height. Its imposing structure is flanked by massive doorways, encircling 7km of walls, allowing a breathtaking view of the surrounding landscape. The relics of buildings inside this Unesco World Heritage Site house a museum, mosque and various temples. The much-revered Trinetra Ganesha Temple is a major attraction.

The fort is within the national park in an area which used to be the hunting grounds of the kings of Jaipur. It blends the architectural styles of the Rajputs and Mughals, which can be seen in the intricately carved temples and gates. Though one has to be careful of the grey langur (also known as Hanuman langur). Like most monkeys, they aren't afraid of people and are ready to snatch any bags containing food.

Entry to the fort is free and it is open from 6am-6pm, with the best time to visit being at sunset from April to October. You can also trek up to the fort starting from the Aravalli Hills or take a cycling tour.

For the adventurists, the Chambal River is a great spot for sighting amphibians and aquatic animals in their natural habitat. A natural shelter for the rare gharial crocodile, you can also see India's national aquatic animal, the Ganges river dolphin. The river surroundings are also home to more than 300 species of migrant and resident birds.

There is also the Nahargarh Biological Park and Nahargarh Zoological Park to explore, and Sambhar Lake, one of the largest inland salt lakes. The Madhvendra Palace, built by Sawai Ram Singh for his nine queens, is another popular tourist destination. It is a palace with nine apartments decorated with flower motifs and murals. Of course, one could also venture into Jaipur city and see all the wondrous sights it offers.
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AN IDYLLIC WEEKEND

To combine a weekend of safaris, sightseeing, luxury and fine food, the best time to visit Nahargarh would be during the "Masque At Nahargarh Ranthambhore", which is held annually. It is a celebration of India's food, culture and diversity.

GETTING THERE

AirAsia is the only airline that flies from Bangkok to Jaipur directly. You can also fly to Delhi on Thai Airways or Indigo and then onwards to Jaipur International Airport. Indian visas can be obtained online.
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        Chinese carmakers near 10% UK share after fivefold BYD surge
        LONDON --- Chinese automakers stepped up their push into the United Kingdom (UK) last month, closing in on a 10% market share for the first time as demand for BYD (Build Your Dreams) Co electric models continues to boom.

      

      
        Saha Group expects challenging year
        The Thai economy faces challenges this year potentially even more significant than during the pandemic, says Boonsithi Chokwatana, chairman of Saha Group, the country's leading consumer goods conglomerate.

      

      
        Thailand's Electric Leap: Powering a Greener, Smarter Future on the Road
        Electric vehicles are gaining traction across Thailand, but clearer information, better infrastructure, and broader choices are key to accelerating adoption.&nbsp;

      

      
        TotalEnergies on trial for 'greenwashing' in France
        PARIS - The French oil and gas giant TotalEnergies is going on trial in Paris on Thursday over allegations of misleading climate claims, an unprecedented "greenwashing" case against a fossil fuel firm in France.

      

      
        Agoda: Thailand still tops in Asia for European tourists
        Thailand has been the top destination in Asia for European tourists looking to enjoy their summer for the past two years, with Bangkok remaining the most popular, according to a survey by the online booking platform Agoda.

      

      
        White Lotus buzz can't reverse Thai tourism decline
        The outlook for tourism in Thailand is so deep in the doldrums that even the so-called White Lotus effect --- a temporary boost in Western visitors inspired by the latest season of the hit TV show --- hasn't been enough to offset a slump in arrivals from neighbouring countries.

      

      
        Brokerages project major SET index swings in June
        Despite renewed hope for US-China trade negotiations and reduced concerns over Thailand's credit rating, the local stock market is expected to experience notable swings this month as domestic political risks escalate, say analysts.

      

      
        Online talks with US in the works
        Thailand and the United States are gearing up for online trade talks as they await confirmation of the final schedule, according to Foreign Affairs Minister Maris Sangiampongsa.

      

      
        Bangchak unit plans 2 new solar farms in Taiwan
        SET-listed BCPG, the power generation arm of the energy conglomerate Bangchak Corporation, is continuing to grow its business in Taiwan by developing two new solar farms, in line with the government's renewable energy acceleration policy.

      

      
        'Four Goes' campaign to spur Thai businesses
        The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) is speeding up the "Four Goes" campaign to help businesses survive and grow amid economic uncertainties, especially those caused by changes in international trade.
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                                LONDON -- Chinese automakers stepped up their push into the United Kingdom (UK) last month, closing in on a 10% market share for the first time as demand for BYD (Build Your Dreams) Co electric models continues to boom.
Brands whose vehicles are manufactured in China cornered 9.4% of the British new car market in May, up from 7.7% the month earlier, according to data from the Society of Motor Manufacturers & Traders trade body.

The charge was led by BYD, which saw a 408% jump in sales in May from a year earlier. China's share was boosted by new entrants such as Chery Automobile Co's Omoda and Jaecoo brands and a revival by Polestar, which is controlled by Chinese billionaire Li Shufu's Geely and makes most of its cars in China.

Chinese brands are making big inroads in the UK, which last year overtook Germany to become Europe's largest electric-vehicle (EV) market amid robust demand for next-generation models. The UK hasn't followed the European Union (EU) in introducing tariffs on Chinese-built EVs, making it a more lucrative market to sell into. 

Another draw is the UK's lack of a local carmaker producing EVs for the masses, according to Felipe Munoz, an analyst at auto research firm Jato Dynamics. That has given Chinese brands a clearer path to gaining popularity, he said.

The progress by other Chinese carmakers came even as UK sales of SAIC's MG (Morris Garages) fell 8.3% in May. The former British brand still had the largest share of any Chinese company at 4.4%. 

Chinese carmakers are capitalizing on a collapse in sales at Tesla Inc, as Chief Executive Officer Elon Musk struggles to arrest a slump in demand. Tesla's UK sales dropped 36% in May from a year earlier, even as overall sales of fully EVs rose 26%.

Still, Tesla's UK performance was not as bad as in other countries such as France, where new-vehicle registrations plummeted by more than two-thirds.
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                  Saha Group expects challenging year                

                Chairman bullish on Land Bridge project
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                                The Thai economy faces challenges this year potentially even more significant than during the pandemic, says Boonsithi Chokwatana, chairman of Saha Group, the country's leading consumer goods conglomerate.
He said the Land Bridge project including the Kra Canal could lift the economy in the medium term.

While the global economy appears grim, the uncertainty might not last for years and US trade policies must be monitored, said Mr Boonsithi.

"It is essential for Thailand to remain neutral and not align with a particular side as this strategic positioning can be an advantage," he said.

Thailand has a large economic base, which might result in slower growth rates this year compared with smaller competitors with a tiny base, Mr Boonsithi noted.

He said he views the government's digital wallet scheme as a handout seeking populist support.

Thailand could develop various sectors, but if the country focuses on the cash handout scheme, foreign investors might lose interest, he added.

However, he said the Land Bridge project has the potential to propel the economy.

"We have talked about this for quite some time, but there has been no action. This project is necessary," Mr Boonsithi said.

He said sea freight from China is growing, but is reliant on the Strait of Malacca, which may be unable to handle increasing demand.

Mr Boonsithi advocated broadening the economic corridor arrangement beyond the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) to southern regions, as exports from these areas would have easier access to European markets without travelling around the Strait of Malacca.

He said the Japanese economy is not in its best shape, pointing out that it is facing higher rice prices, for example, presenting an opportunity for Thailand to increase its food exports.

He said Saha Group is trying to reduce garment production due to lower competitiveness when compared with its foreign counterparts.

Meanwhile, the food business continues to post strong sales, he noted.

The company is focusing on marketing food, pet care and healthcare products while pursuing cooperation with partners.

For tourism, with a rising elderly population, he suggested Thailand should aim to attract retirees not merely for tourism but to establish a welcoming environment for them to consider as a place of residence.

Thailand's gross domestic product (GDP) is projected to grow by 1.8% this year, according to the first-quarter report from the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC).

However, the growth is being held back by high levels of household and business debt. In the second half of the year, growth may further decelerate due to a weaker global economy, trade protection policies, and risks associated with instability in the agricultural sector.

Saha Group is set to host the 29th Saha Group Fair and Fest, dubbed the "Big Shop Big Show" shopping event, from June 26 to 29 at Halls 98-100, Bitec Bangna, said Thamarat Chokwatana, president and executive chairman of ICC International Plc.

The company plans to sign 10 memoranda of understanding (MoU) during the event with domestic and international partners. These agreements will cover real estate, technology, education, e-commerce and service businesses.

Among these collaborations is an MoU between Dusit Thani Plc and Saha Tokyu Corporation, a joint venture company between Tokyu Corporation in Japan and the Saha Group, for hotel management of Dusit Suites J-Park Sriracha.

The objective is to explore business opportunities and land development in the EEC in Si Racha, Chon Buri province.
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                  Thailand's Electric Leap: Powering a Greener, Smarter Future on the Road                 

                Evoking momentum and national progress, while hinting at sustainability and tech, and highlighting the shift on clean mobility 
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                                Electric vehicles are gaining traction across Thailand, but clearer information, better infrastructure, and broader choices are key to accelerating adoption. 

As the world transitions toward more sustainable living, Southeast Asia is beginning to feel the electric pulse of a future with cleaner transportation. In particular, electric vehicles (EVs) are fast emerging as a cornerstone of the region's push to reduce carbon emissions, improve air quality, and combat urban congestion. Consumers are becoming more environmentally conscious, and governments are stepping up efforts to support clean mobility. 
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According to Martin Knoss, Regional President of Bosch Power Solutions ASEAN, EV adoption across the region is gaining impressive momentum, with penetration increasing from 9% in 2023 to 13% in 2024. This growth reflects a shift in consumer mindset and policy support that is increasingly favouring green transport solutions. 




Thailand stands out as a frontrunner in this transition. As Southeast Asia's largest and most mature EV market, the country is at the epicentre of the region's mobility revolution. The Thai government has set an ambitious target, forecasting a 40% increase in EV uptake by 2025--a signal of its commitment to fostering a more sustainable transportation ecosystem. 




Yet while the outlook is promising, key hurdles remain. High upfront costs, limited charging infrastructure, concerns over battery performance, and uncertainty around resale value continue to deter many would-be EV owners. For global technology leader Bosch, a major player in the automotive and mobility space, addressing these pain points is essential for widespread EV acceptance. Without clearer infrastructure development and greater public education, the road to electrified mobility risks stalling before it truly takes off. 




Paving the Way: Overcoming Barriers to EV Adoption 




Thailand's EV journey has been supported by government-backed incentives such as subsidies, reduced excise taxes, and customs duties on imported vehicles. These policies have helped drive sales and increase public awareness. But as Bosch points out, policy alone cannot carry the industry forward. More must be done to support consumers on their path to EV ownership. 




One of the biggest barriers is "range anxiety"--the fear of running out of battery power before reaching a charging station. In a region where long road trips and rural travel are common, this fear is very real. Martin Knoss explains how today's vehicles are better equipped to handle such concerns. 




"Software has not only changed the way we drive, it has also transformed the way cars are engineered," says Martin. "Accurate and up-to-date range prediction give EV drivers a transparent view of how far their battery will take them, and even identify charging stations along the route. This technology effectively minimises range anxiety and ensures the vehicle's roadworthiness." 
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Bosch is also investing in hardware innovation to address performance and efficiency. Advances in battery technology, particularly the use of silicon carbide in inverters, are extending the distance EVs can travel on a single charge while improving energy efficiency. These improvements are crucial in building trust in the technology, especially among first-time buyers. 




However, technical advances don't always erase doubts about long-term ownership. Many potential buyers remain cautious due to concerns about battery health over time and the future resale value of electric vehicles. This is where Bosch has taken a proactive approach. 




To reduce the uncertainty surrounding used EVs, Bosch has introduced a battery certification service. This tool allows prospective buyers to assess the remaining life and performance of a used EV's battery--providing transparency and peace of mind. By building confidence in the second-hand market, Bosch is helping to ensure that EVs are a viable option for a broader range of consumers, not just early adopters. 




Clearing the Air: Busting EV Myths 




Despite the advances and growing adoption, electric vehicles are still subject to a number of common myths and misconceptions--many of which continue to shape consumer attitudes. 




One persistent belief is that EVs are vulnerable to water damage or unsafe during heavy rains and flooding. "This is a major misconception," Mr Martin explains. "EVs are engineered to perform safely even in adverse weather conditions. The battery packs are insulated and encased in protective shielding. High-voltage components are similarly insulated to prevent short circuits. Most modern EVs even feature fail-safe systems that shut down electrical circuits automatically in the event of a collision or malfunction." 




Another concern is cost. While EVs were once seen as an expensive alternative to gasoline vehicles, this is quickly changing. With battery production scaling up and technology becoming more efficient, manufacturing costs are dropping. As a result, the upfront price of EVs is becoming more competitive--especially when combined with government tax breaks and lower running costs. 




In fact, many consumers are starting to realise that over the lifespan of a vehicle, EVs can be more economical. Lower fuel costs, fewer moving parts, and reduced maintenance requirements all contribute to long-term savings and lower total cost of ownership. 
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Driving Forward: A Greener Future on the Horizon 




With continuous technological advancements, a growing variety of EV models, and improving infrastructure, the path toward electrified mobility is becoming clearer and more accessible. In Thailand, the direction is unmistakable: forward. 




Bosch forecasts that by 2030, carbon emissions from traffic, not only from EVs, but also other NEVs, are projected to emit around 40 per cent less carbon dioxide than their conventional counterparts.  This represents a significant environmental benefit and underscores the urgent need for widespread EV adoption. 




What's more, the EV market is becoming increasingly dynamic. As more automakers enter the space and competition intensifies, consumers will benefit from broader choices and better value. From compact city cars to high-performance models, the market is evolving to meet every lifestyle and budget. 




"Bosch has always believed in the transformative power of technology," Martin concludes. "Our mission is to ensure that electrified mobility is not only efficient, but also accessible, reliable, and appealing to everyone in the Land of Smiles." 




Discover how EVs are driving the country toward a cleaner, smarter future. Bosch experts break down the tech, tackle common myths, and explore and discuss the road ahead for "sustainable mobility".




To learn more about Bosch's innovations in electric mobility, visit https://www.bosch-mobility.com/en/.
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                  TotalEnergies on trial for 'greenwashing' in France                

                Case could set a precedent by ruling on what companies can say in advertisements
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                                PARIS - The French oil and gas giant TotalEnergies is going on trial in Paris on Thursday over allegations of misleading climate claims, an unprecedented "greenwashing" case against a fossil fuel firm in France.
The civil case stems from a March 2022 lawsuit by three environmental groups accusing the company of "misleading commercial practices" for saying it could reach carbon neutrality while continuing oil and gas production.

Starting in May 2021, TotalEnergies advertised its goal of "carbon neutrality by 2050" and touted gas as "the fossil fuel with the lowest greenhouse gas emissions".

At the time, the company had also changed its name from Total to TotalEnergies to emphasise its investments in low-carbon energy, such as electricity.

The plaintiffs have logged around 40 "false advertisements" in their lawsuit.

The ads "don't sincerely reflect the reality of TotalEnergies' operations", Apolline Cagnat, a legal counsel at Greenpeace, told AFP.

Cagnat said the NGOs want the court to send a "strong signal" to fossil fuel companies by ordering "an immediate stop, under penalty, of the misleading commercial practices".

TotalEnergies disputes the charges, insisting the messages are part of its institutional communication, regulated by financial authorities -- not consumer law.

It argues no consumer organisation is party to the case, and that the NGOs are misusing consumer protection rules to challenge its corporate strategy.

Environmental groups in recent years have turned to the courts to establish case law on companies misleading consumers by appearing more eco-friendly than they are.

In Europe, courts ruled against the Dutch airline KLM in 2024 and Germany's Lufthansa in March over misleading consumers about their efforts to reduce the environmental impact of flying.

In Spain, the utility Iberdrola failed to secure a conviction against Spanish oil and gas company Repsol over similar allegations of "false" environmental claims.

A greenwashing case against the Australian oil and gas producer Santos, challenging its claim to be a "clean fuels" company, has been ongoing since 2021.

Based on a European Union directive targeting unfair commercial practices, the TotalEnergies lawsuit is the first time a French court has heard such a case against a fossil fuel company.

The NGOs said the Paris court will rule, for the first time in the world, on the legality of ads presenting gas as essential to the energy transition.

Climate experts say methane leaks from the gas industry have a powerful warming effect on the atmosphere.

TotalEnergies maintains it has not engaged in misleading commercial practices.

The company says it plans to show that its messages "about its name change, strategy and role in the energy transition are reliable and based on objective, verifiable data".
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                  Agoda: Thailand still tops in Asia for European tourists                
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                                Thailand has been the top destination in Asia for European tourists looking to enjoy their summer for the past two years, with Bangkok remaining the most popular, according to a survey by the online booking platform Agoda.
Most of the European tourists travelling to the country were from Germany, France, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and Spain, deputy government spokeswoman Sasikan Wattanachan said on Thursday, referring to the Agoda survey.

Hotel searches for Thailand on the platform were also higher, with those from Greece increasing 67%, Czech Republic 26% and Poland 16%, Ms Sasikan said.

"When Europe is reaching summer, it's a chance for tourism in Asian countries, especially Thailand," she said. "Our country has been the most searched destination for two years, and the government continues to boost tourism through year-long activities."

Bangkok remains the most popular destination for Europeans, followed by Koh Samui and Pattaya.

Ms Sasikan said Samui has been a beneficiary of interest among Western travellers since the release of the third season of the the hit HBO series The White Lotus, which features the Thai islands of Samui and Phuket.

From the beginning of 2025 until June 1, Thailand recorded 14 million international arrivals, a decline of 2.7% from the same period a year ago, according to government data.

However, in the week from May 26 to June 1, officials said short-haul tourist arrivals from Malaysia, South Korea, China and Singapore were up 29.3% from a week earlier, and long-haul arrivals rose 9.6%.


	Related: White Lotus buzz can't reverse slump in Asian visitors
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                  White Lotus buzz can't reverse Thai tourism decline                

                Asian arrivals down 11% so far this year amid negative news
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                                The outlook for tourism in Thailand is so deep in the doldrums that even the so-called White Lotus effect -- a temporary boost in Western visitors inspired by the latest season of the hit TV show -- hasn't been enough to offset a slump in arrivals from neighbouring countries.
Foreign arrivals to Thailand dropped for the fourth straight month in May, slipping 14% year-on-year to 2.6 million, government data show. That's the country's longest streak of declines since 2021, when the Covid pandemic closed international borders.

The biggest drop came from travellers from other Asian countries, whose citizens make up the vast majority of tourists to Thailand. Regional arrivals are down nearly 11% this year through May, compared to the same period in 2024.

Visits by Chinese tourists, who make up the largest group by nationality, have plummeted by close to 33% -- nearly 1 million fewer arrivals so far this year versus 2024.

The plunge heading into the summer holiday period and beyond is causing consternation in Thailand, where tourism makes up about 12% of gross domestic product. It's being fuelled by lingering concerns about safety, with fears about the growing presence of scam centres around the Myanmar border spooking visitors from China.

Thailand has also contended in recent months contended with an earthquake that resulted in of a destroyed Bangkok skyscraper being beamed around the world, the rising popularity of Japan and China as regional tourism destinations, and a strong baht that has made the country less of a value destination.

"We have lost a lot tourists to other competing countries in Asia because we didn't tackle the negative images seriously," said Ratchaporn Poolsawadee, vice-president of the Tourism Council of Thailand. "Thailand's tourism is resilient, but this may take months to rebound."

Arrivals from China have fallen 33% so far this year after a scam gang kidnapped Chinese actor Wang Xing near the Thai border in January. Wang's ordeal went viral in the mainland, prompting thousands of cancellations as mainland tourists opted for regional competitors including Japan and Singapore that they perceive as safer.

Visits from Malaysia, Thailand's second biggest source of arrivals, dropped as much as 17% during the same period. Travel warnings from Hong Kong, the UK and Australia have cited concerns related to earthquakes and safety.

Flight bookings for the height of summer, June to August, show a 15% decline in Chinese arrivals compared to a year ago, according to data from China Trading Desk, which tracks the mainland tourism market.  

Hotel occupancy is forecast to fall to 52% in May from 63% the month before, driven largely by the drop from China, according to a survey of nearly 140 members of the Thai Hotel Association. Daily room rates are expected to decline in the second quarter as hotels slash prices to compete for guests.

The self-branded "Land of Smiles" has publicised efforts to shut down some scam compounds and arrests following Wang's kidnapping. The efforts come as concerns mount in the tourism industry that Thailand will miss its goal of attracting more than 39 million visitors this year, accounting for about $68 billion in tourist spending.

To avoid that, industry officials are calling for further action to reassure would-be visitors, including more promotion to non-Chinese markets.

US and European markets healthy

If there is one bright spot, The White Lotus, whose third season featured the islands of Samui and Phuket, is attracting more vacationers from the US and Europe. The show -- which follows the lives of guests and staff at an ultra luxury resort -- was filmed at a Four Seasons in Koh Samui and at Anantara resorts.

Tourists from the US have spiked 12% this year through May to more than 625,000, and arrivals from Europe have jumped nearly 18% to more than 3 million in the same period, government data show.

Still, the country could need more than a TV show to stop Asian tourists -- who see the setting of The White Lotus as far less exotic -- from heading elsewhere.

"Thailand was hit with a string of bad news events," said Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun, president of the Thai Hotels Association, whose members include the biggest hoteliers in the country.

"So now we have travellers concerned about safety and security. The government should act right now and do a lot more to reassure and attract visitors."


	Related: Tourism stimulus budget taking shape
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                                Despite renewed hope for US-China trade negotiations and reduced concerns over Thailand's credit rating, the local stock market is expected to experience notable swings this month as domestic political risks escalate, say analysts.
The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) index dipped by nearly 1.8% to less than 1,300 points in mid-afternoon trade Wednesday as global bourses surged after White House spokesperson Karoline Leavitt announced that President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping are likely to speak by the end of this week.

Market concerns about the Thai credit rating should ease after S&P Global Ratings reaffirmed on June 2 Thailand's sovereign credit rating at BBB+ with a stable outlook, easing fears of a downgrade, said analysts.

KGI Securities (Thailand) maintains a cautiously optimistic outlook for June, citing potential progress in US-China trade negotiations as several international media outlets reported Trump may soon meet with Xi, raising hopes of a breakthrough in trade talks.

"While sentiment in the first half of June is buoyed by easing of US-China trade tensions and Thailand's credit rating concerns, domestic political risks could pressure the market in the latter half of the month," the brokerage said in a research note, adding the SET index is projected to fluctuate within a 100-point range.

KGI cautions investors to remain vigilant for market volatility stemming from lingering uncertainties surrounding retaliatory tariffs, which remain under legal review in the US. In addition, Trump's unpredictable trade policy continues to inject risk into global markets.

In May, the Thai bourse lagged regional peers amid US-China trade tensions.

Adding to the market's weakness was the Thai government's decision to shelve the digital wallet stimulus programme, opting to reserve funds for long-term infrastructure projects.

"Mid-May saw a temporary global equity rebound after both the US and China signalled a willingness to reduce tariffs and resume negotiations. Progress has since stalled. Towards the end of May, the US legal system heard challenges to the tariff framework, clouding the outlook further," noted the brokerage.

Domestic stocks tied to private consumption and tourism significantly underperformed last month, as foreign tourist arrivals remained weaker than projected, said KGI.

Trinity Securities anticipates a rebound in early June, supported by reduced foreign portfolio rebalancing following MSCI index adjustments and a temporary pause in trade-related headlines.

However, the brokerage warned of growing domestic political uncertainty that could intensify from mid-June.

Technical pressure may also emerge later in the month, as institutional investors prepare for the exclusion of heavily-weighted Delta Electronics (DELTA) from the SET50 index due to upcoming changes in index calculation methodology effective in July.

Trinity projects the SET index to trade within a range of 1,100-1,210 points this month.

Fresh funds could flow into Thai ESG Extra funds this month, which are nearing the end of their initial public offering window, noted the brokerage.
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                                Thailand and the United States are gearing up for online trade talks as they await confirmation of the final schedule, according to Foreign Affairs Minister Maris Sangiampongsa.
Mr Maris met US Ambassador and Trade Representative Jamieson Greer during the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Ministerial Council Meeting 2025 in Paris on Tuesday (local time).

The minister emphasised the Thai government's focus on trade discussions with the US and expressed a wish to commence negotiations as soon as possible.

He also said that US Ambassador to Thailand Robert F Godec had raised the possibility of online discussions between the nations, with Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira, who leads the Thai negotiation team, confirming his readiness to begin online talks immediately with either his US counterpart or Mr Greer.

The US trade representative indicated Washington is ready to engage in discussions with Thailand, while Mr Maris confirmed he will promptly coordinate the scheduling through Mr Godec to ensure the negotiations proceed without delay.

Meanwhile, Mr Pichai provided an update on US tariff negotiations, saying adjustments are continually being made to ensure mutual benefit.

Regarding the US's potential increase of steel import tariffs from 25% to 50%, he said a 50% increase globally would not be an issue for Thailand, as all countries would face similar challenges.

Separately, Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan, who also participated in the OECD meeting, said he has been assigned by Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra to coordinate and engage in negotiations with the US trade representative since late last year.

He added that during their OECD encounter, Thailand said it was ready to enter negotiations. Mr Greer, in turn, expressed confidence that both nations would soon schedule formal discussions.
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                                SET-listed BCPG, the power generation arm of the energy conglomerate Bangchak Corporation, is continuing to grow its business in Taiwan by developing two new solar farms, in line with the government's renewable energy acceleration policy.
The company is carrying out the development projects through its investment in two Taiwanese firms.

"Taiwan is a high-potential renewable energy market with a systematic energy transition plan," said Rawee Boonsinsukh, the newly appointed president and chief executive of BCPG.

The company acquired all the shares of Xiao Zhi Co, the developer of the substation and transmission system, and all the shares of Wang Heng Co, an energy company.

Xiao Zhi secured a leasehold right for the development of an 83-megawatt solar power project. Construction is expected to start in the fourth quarter of this year.

Wang Heng holds a leasehold right to develop a 25MW solar power project, scheduled to start construction in the first quarter of 2026.

The projects have a combined electricity generation capacity of 108MW, reinforcing BCPG as a major accelerator of the transition towards sustainable and reliable power in Asia, said Mr Rawee.

BCPG declined to elaborate on the cost of the asset acquisitions.

"The investment in Taiwan is a significant move by BCPG and aligns with its long-term vision as a green energy leader in Asia," he said.

In 2022, the BCPG board of directors approved a 6-billion-baht budget for the development of solar power projects in Taiwan, with an installed capacity of 357MW.

The approval brings the company's Taiwanese renewable energy projects in the pipeline to 469MW in capacity.

In Asia-Pacific, BCPG is pushing ahead with renewable energy development as well as its natural gas business.

The company operates businesses in many countries, including Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, the Philippines, Taiwan and the US.

BCPG's total power generation capacity tallies 2,053.4MW.
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                  'Four Goes' campaign to spur Thai businesses                

                Federation of Thai Industries says SMEs need help adapting to new trade climate
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                                The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) is speeding up the "Four Goes" campaign to help businesses survive and grow amid economic uncertainties, especially those caused by changes in international trade.
The campaign, launched three years ago to enhance businesses' competitiveness, must be carried out more actively to help small and medium-sized enterprises (SME), which represent the majority of the FTI's membership, said Adul K.laorr, vice-chairman of the FTI.

Comprising "Go Digital," "Go Innovation," Go Green," and "Go Global," the campaign is aimed at helping manufacturers better deal with business challenges.

One challenge at present is the rapid growth of Chinese online shopping platforms. Their sales of low-cost products are affecting local SMEs.

"Thai manufacturers should avoid entering a price competition but instead offer more premium-grade products to customers," Mr Adul told participants attending Wednesday's 2025 Thailand C Vision Summit, which highlights chief executives' views on a range of economic issues.

Under the Go Digital plan, the FTI is encouraging its members to not only adopt more basic digital technology but also get the hang of artificial technology, which is playing an increasing role in driving businesses, he said.

The federation wants companies to start with free or low-cost mobile applications to improve their marketing, sales and human resource management.

Businesses also need to focus more on innovation in order to improve their production as well as come up with new products.

Mr Adul exemplified an entrepreneur who applies an infant incubator to newly born pigs at his farm in order to reduce the mortality rate of piglets.

This is a way to increase the number of pigs without the need to increase expenses and wait for sows to deliver new piglets, he said.

"Some innovations are not necessarily high technology. A simple technique can be useful and applied to businesses," said Mr Adul.

Under the Go Green plan, the FTI wants to support carbon dioxide emission reduction by helping businesses calculate their carbon footprint and access carbon credit trade.

The federation is also cooperating with experts from Chulalongkorn University to boost entrepreneurs' competitiveness overseas under the Go Global plan, said Mr Adul.

"The development of manufacturers' capability to expand businesses into the international market is time consuming," he said, adding that they need to sharpen their skills by joining the right training courses.
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        Time to show resolve
        A myriad of problems challenging the country require a strong and competent leader who can rise to the occasion, overcoming adversaries and adversity alike. Sadly, it has become evident that Paetongtarn Shinawatra is unlikely to be that type of leader.

      

      
        US hard power must get harder
        In Raiders of the Lost Ark, Harrison Ford gets his biggest laugh when a desert assassin twirls a scimitar with menacing bravado. Following this brief performance, Ford's character cracks a wry smile, takes out his pistol, and shoots the man dead. In a potential contest with China, the United States looks more like the medieval assassin, deploying young sailors and soldiers equipped with...

      

      
        It's time to go geoengineering on climate issue
        This is the second anniversary of the arrival of the emergency but practically nobody is mentioning it. Instead people are choosing to worry about more familiar problems like global trade wars, the rise of fascism and genocidal wars. It's kind of a global displacement activity: if we don't mention it, maybe it will go away.

      

      
        The essence of Thailand in one phrase
        The glossy brochures tell you it's "The Land of Smiles" or maybe it's just "amazing". Slightly more sophisticated takes suggest the essence of Thailand can be found in its unique expressions of showing consideration to others in the context of a hierarchy.

      

      
        Bread, butter and bikes
        The government's latest campaign to arrest and fine motorcyclists and pillion riders for not wearing helmets has hardly seemed to inspire hope among the public that it will have a positive impact, nor scare potential law breakers.

      

      
        Charting Thailand's clean energy path
        Clean energy is no longer our future -- it's already here. Thailand must act fast or risk falling further behind.

      

      
        Why faith is indispensable to global development
        For nearly two decades, I have worked at the intersection of development, health, and security. In roundtables with heads of state, emergency briefings, and donor forums, I have noticed a glaring pattern: faith-based actors are often excluded from global strategies. When present at all, they are sidelined, treated as symbolic figures rather than as genuine partners. This isn't just a blind...

      

      
        Chasing 'sovereignty partnerships'
        In 2018, French President Emmanuel Macron laid the foundations for France's strategy for the Indo-Pacific, a region that is becoming the new centre of gravity of the global economy but is also experiencing growing tensions and increased competition between major powers. As a resident nation in both the Indian and Pacific Oceans through its overseas territories and communities, France has a...

      

      
        Heroes of productivity growth
        Few doubt that productivity growth is good for society. It generally translates into higher wages, a consumer surplus (prices below what you are willing to pay), larger profits, and greater shareholder value. Less understood, however, is how productivity growth is created. New research from the McKinsey Global Institute shows that the lion's share comes from just a few firms making audacious...

      

      
        Can Thailand engage with Trump's US?
        Thailand must be bold and dynamic in recalibrating its diplomatic ties with the United States under President Donald Trump. Asia's oldest relationship with Washington carries little weight in the era of transactional diplomacy. Although the 1833 Treaty of Amity and Commerce between the US and Siam described their relations "as long as heaven and earth can endure", the two countries now face...
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																A myriad of problems challenging the country require a strong and competent leader who can rise to the occasion, overcoming adversaries and adversity alike. Sadly, it has become evident that Paetongtarn Shinawatra is unlikely to be that type of leader.
Part of that stems from Thaksin, her father, who makes her look like a puppet. Former premier Thaksin has no intention to hide the fact that he is still in charge, while Ms Paetongtarn runs the country as a figurehead. In fact, such control is a breach of the Political Party Act. If proven guilty, the ruling Pheu Thai Party may face dissolution, and those involved could be imprisoned.

Does Thaksin care? Unlikely. He keeps pulling the strings, not only controlling his daughter but the entire government. The latest evidence is his mentioning to the media the need for Pheu Thai to take back the interior portfolio from Bhumjaithai (BJT), a major coalition party.

This would give Pheu Thai control of all the A-list ministries, including finance, transport, commerce and agriculture (through the Klatham Party), so the party can consolidate even more power. That led to widespread speculation about a cabinet reshuffle within a month from now, which deeply upset the BJT.

Meanwhile, Thaksin's daughter always dodges the media's questions about her father and whether she remains under her father's shadow. Thaksin, she maintains, merely gives her fatherly advice, and she merely gives it consideration as she makes her decisions.

Critics find such denials unconvincing, and their doubts are not groundless.

Thaksin's latest brainchild has already become government policy. Indeed, Thaksin has made several proposals, including the notorious entertainment complex bill featuring casinos, solutions to the ongoing violence in the restive southern region, household debt, and legalising online gambling. Just after Thaksin floated these ideas, the government turned them into public policy.

Thaksin also openly blasted the Medical Council of Thailand (MCT) for punishing three doctors implicated in his dubious hospitalisation, known as the "14th floor" saga. It is widely speculated that his confrontation with the MCT could be a factor behind Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin vetoing the council's resolution to penalise the doctors.

One crucial issue that is putting the government under pressure is the conflict with Cambodia following a border clash in Ubon Ratchathani province late last month. While the military is playing tough, the government appears soft as Cambodia relentlessly keeps throwing down the gauntlet, including its recent threat to take the border row to the International Court of Justice.

This has caused the public to question whether such a weak reaction is really in the country's best interest -- or in the personal interest of Thaksin and his ally, Cambodian ex-leader Hun Sen.

Despite all the turbulence, Ms Paetongtarn continues to lay low. She avoids questions about difficult ties with our aggressive neighbour.

Thailand is suffering from a multitude of problems, so having to deal with a puppet leader is rubbing salt into the wounds.

In such hard times as these, Thais -- no matter how polarised they may be -- simply want the prime minister to show decisiveness and exercise her authority, rather than acting like a figurehead who is waiting for someone else to pull the strings.
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																In Raiders of the Lost Ark, Harrison Ford gets his biggest laugh when a desert assassin twirls a scimitar with menacing bravado. Following this brief performance, Ford's character cracks a wry smile, takes out his pistol, and shoots the man dead. In a potential contest with China, the United States looks more like the medieval assassin, deploying young sailors and soldiers equipped with perilously outdated, vulnerable technology.
Aircraft carriers and fighter jets look a lot less stealthy in a world of limitless drones and autonomous submarines. But the problem is not just the weapons. China's strategists are targeting the nodes that allow America to project power: satellites, logistics, and command networks. China need not worry about a Navy destroyer's specifications if the captain can't talk to his superiors, access his satellites, or get refuelled and restocked with artillery. At that point, the destroyer might as well be a Carnival cruise ship without the lounge singers. The military calculus that defined American supremacy for decades has been quietly, and perhaps catastrophically, inverted. While the US showcased its "shock and awe" dominance in the 2003 Battle of Baghdad -- broadcasting videos of pinpoint missile attacks -- China was conducting a forensic analysis of US vulnerabilities. Now, the People's Liberation Army is armed with YJ-18 supersonic anti-ship cruise missiles and DF-26 "carrier killers" that can turn their targets into US$13 billion shrimp reefs. Just as the Chinese firm DeepSeek recently sent shudders through Silicon Valley with its cheaply made large language models, China's attack missiles pose a lethal threat at a bargain price.

The Ukraine-Russia conflict has given China a master class in modern warfare. Events on the ground are overturning the conventional wisdom of defence, as US$400 (13,100 baht) commercial drones disable $4.5 million tanks with the drop of a grenade -- a return on investment that would make the most aggressive venture capitalist blush. As it happens, China already mass-produces attack drones, as well as anti-drone barrage shields.

While US Secretary of Defence Pete Hegseth arm wrestles with Congress over his budget proposal for 2026, Chinese President Xi Jinping's strategists are optimising their spending and decision-making for 2049, their target date for achieving comprehensive naval power. They are perfectly willing to absorb costs that Western analysts dismiss as irrational.

Given that the US boasts unparalleled technological breakthroughs at Elon Musk's SpaceX and Palmer Luckey's Anduril, it is absurd to be fielding military systems designed back when M*A*S*H was still on television (1972-83). The US Defense Information Systems Network resembles a buggy corporate intranet of yore, whereas Chinese forces are deploying quantum-encrypted communication systems. No wonder Mr Musk warns that the US could "lose the next war very badly". Recognising the burden of a slow-moving Pentagon bureaucracy, Mr Hegseth is directing a 20% cut in the number of four-star generals and a 10% reduction across all flag officers. Since World War II, the ratio of generals-to-troops has jumped fourfold.

To regain a competitive edge, three fundamental investments are needed. First, the US military needs resilient energy and power, which means cutting the "fuel tether" constraining Pacific operations. Today, conventionally powered ships escorting carriers require refuelling every 3-4 days. A single combat-logistics ship burns through 100,000 gallons (378,541 litres) of marine diesel daily. It is like trying to drive across the country while towing a gas station. The Pentagon should fast-track the deployable micro-reactors developed at Project Pele, and invest in fuel cells capable of powering bases for months.

The second priority is to develop predictive, autonomous logistics networks. Predictive algorithms allow Amazon and Walmart to ensure same-day deliveries of the most trivial goods, yet US soldiers wait a perilously long time for crucial supplies -- and Chinese generals know it. Autonomous platforms must become the backbone of military logistics, creating distribution networks that can withstand targeted disruption and deliver supplies through contested zones. Without such a shift, the Pacific strategy is not so much a strategy as it is the crossed fingers of Uncle Sam.

Lastly, the US needs an AI-enhanced decision-making advantage. Modern conflicts have compressed timelines. When Chinese hypersonic missiles like the DF-17 can travel at Mach 5+, every millisecond matters. The US must leverage AI to dominate every step in the OODA loop (observe, orient, decide, act). Projects like DARPA's Linchpin and the Air Force's Advanced Battle Management System must evolve from promising start-ups to core operational capabilities - and fast.

While it would be easy to focus only on China's might, the People's Republic, too, faces existential threats, whether from population decline, economic stagnation, or rebellion against authoritarian rule. Still, the algebra of defence has shifted, and US strategists must confront new risks. Forget the hardware; America's defining advantage was never the iron of its ships and the circuits of its warplanes, but its restless ingenuity -- the unique capacity to reinvent when the situation demands it. The country that planted a flag on the moon was not built for managed decline. When facing adversity, America must not just compete; it must reinvent the game. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Todd G Buchholz is a former White House director of economic policy under President George HW Bush. Michael Mindlin is a private equity investor focused on energy, software, and defence and industrial technology. He previously served in the US Marines Corps.
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									It's time to go geoengineering on climate issue								

															

																This is the second anniversary of the arrival of the emergency but practically nobody is mentioning it. Instead people are choosing to worry about more familiar problems like global trade wars, the rise of fascism and genocidal wars. It's kind of a global displacement activity: if we don't mention it, maybe it will go away.
Two years ago this month (June 2023) the average global temperature jumped by a third of a degree Celsius in a single month. That shook the climate science world to its foundations, because the orthodox predictions assumed about one-tenth of a degree of warming every five years.

The June 2023 event was "non-linear". Like most major shifts in natural systems, the pressure built up and up, and then suddenly the system flipped into a different stable state. It took more than another year -- until last December -- to figure out what actually happened.

Ninety percent of the extra heat in the atmosphere from burning fossil fuels goes straight into the ocean. That heat was bound to affect the ocean currents, and sooner or later one of those currents would start returning very warm water to the surface.

The water gave up its heat to the air -- and suddenly, two years ago, the low-level clouds over the eastern North Atlantic started to thin out, letting in much more sunshine to warm the ocean's surface. This chain of events, where the warming we cause triggers further changes in the climate, is called a "feedback" -- and since we didn't cause it directly, we can't turn it off.

So two years ago we got three-tenths of a degree of warming in one huge lurch -- from +1.2C to +1.5C in June 2023 -- and since then about one-tenth of a degree more in slow but steady warming. The average global temperature has been around +1.6C for the past year.

Many scientists had hoped that we could hold the warming down to +1.5C at least until the mid-2030s, but that's already past. This means more and bigger forest fires, floods, droughts, cyclones and killer heatwaves, which is bad enough -- but it also turns the future into a minefield.

The "never-exceed" limit on warming, set by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) ten years ago, was +2C. They chose that limit because they knew we would activate many feedbacks if the warming went past there. Some they knew about (e.g. melting permafrost), but they also feared that there might be some hidden feedbacks north of +2C.

It's turning out that big hidden feedbacks start kicking in at a much lower temperature. We already hit one at +1.2C two years ago, and for all we know there could be another feedback just ahead. In fact, feedbacks might even come in clusters that cascade and carry us quickly up into much higher temperatures. Unlikely, but not unimaginable.

So suddenly the absolute priority is to hold the heat down. Greenhouse gas emissions must be stopped far sooner than the "Net Zero by 2050" target the IPCC originally set, but there is no way that can be done in less than ten or 15 years -- and the World Meteorological Organization says that we could reach +1.9C average global temperature as soon as 2029.

The only way to hold the heat down in the short term is "geoengineering": direct intervention in the atmosphere to reflect more sunlight back into space and thereby cool the planet.

Many people are nervous about it, but we find ourselves in a position where geoengineering is the least bad option.

I am not a climate scientist, but I have been paying close attention to the subject for a long time (two books), and I spent three days in Cape Town last month interviewing many of the leading scientists in the field at the largest ever conference on geoengineering.

None of the men and women I spoke to were ready to deploy geoengineering techniques now, but they could probably begin to deploy within five years if a crash programme were launched right away.

Which governments could finance and direct such a programme? The United States is no longer a serious contender (although possibly a major obstacle). The Russians have shown no interest in the subject.

But the United Kingdom, the only country committed to open-air research on geoengineering, could lead a European group. China also has the scientists and is keenly aware of the threat, and India would almost certainly join in such an enterprise. The developing countries are desperately exposed to climate damage and would also collaborate.

It's a long shot, but that would be the best available outcome.
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									The essence of Thailand in one phrase								

															

																	
										
											[image: Protesters stage a rally against the government's failure to protect workers' rights and provide political accountability in this May 1, 2024 photo. The scales, with one side representing business and the other the public, highlight inequalities in Thailand. (Photo: Nutthawat Wichieanbut)]
																							
													Protesters stage a rally against the government's failure to protect workers' rights and provide political accountability in this May 1, 2024 photo. The scales, with one side representing business and the other the public, highlight inequalities in Thailand. (Photo: Nutthawat Wichieanbut)												

																					

									

																The glossy brochures tell you it's "The Land of Smiles" or maybe it's just "amazing". Slightly more sophisticated takes suggest the essence of Thailand can be found in its unique expressions of showing consideration to others in the context of a hierarchy.
How do you say krengjai in English? Why are there so many pronouns? Good luck with that.

There is another word that captures something essential about Thailand, at least in its current incarnation. It's one of those hard-to-translate terms, and it's not even Thai. But it applies to Thailand as well as anywhere else in the world, and maybe more so. What's the word?

Catch-22.

What? What kind of word is that? What does it even mean? Even Chat-GPT struggles with it: "A self-defeating loop of logic, a paradox, a circular predicament with no way out, an impossible bind created by conflicting requirements, a bureaucratic deadlock with mutually exclusive conditions."

For those familiar with the term, catch-22 is not unlike krengjai in the sense that you can understand it without being able to translate it. What's left is to explain by example, and in both cases, Thailand provides an especially rich lode of anecdotes.

The term catch-22 was coined by American author Joseph Heller, who, in writing about the horrors, frustration and hopelessness on the front of a violent war, invented a term to describe the powerlessness of the individual in the face of a powerful bureaucracy.

His darkly comic novel, Catch-22, is the story of an air pilot grappling with mind-numbing bureaucratic injunctions that make it impossible to achieve any autonomy.

A fighter pilot in an unjust war, protagonist Yossarian reckons the only way to get out is to plead insanity, but by pleading insanity in an insane war, he is showing his sanity and thus is not eligible to get out.

In Heller's novel, catch-22 is about not being able to get out, but it also applies to not being able to get in.

A recent headline in Thaiger, an online publication for expats in Thailand, sums it up just so: The catch-22 facing foreigners in Thailand. The article addresses the conundrum facing foreign applicants for long-term visas for marriage and retirement: You need a Thai bank account to get a long-term visa, but banks require a long-term visa to open an account.

Gotcha!

Catch-22 in a nutshell. You need A to get B, but you need B to get A.

It wasn't always so. Indeed, until Feb 26 of this year, banks allowed applicants for long-term stay visas to open the bank account necessary to meet requirements of the cash deposit that is part of the visa application, but Siam Commercial Bank and Bangkok Bank both confirmed they are no longer opening accounts for foreigners not already on a long-term visa.

The hazy reasoning behind the fiat is something about money laundering, but surely there are more specific and surefire ways to crack down on serious crime than to go after petty bank accounts of vulnerable visa applicants who want to settle in Thailand.

As for the banks, to their credit (and self-interest) they tend to be colourblind about passports if the money is good. Why not let foreigners open accounts? It used to be possible and likely will be again. But in the meantime, until the PR storm created by illicit call centres and shady business operations passes from the public consciousness, an entire class of ordinary people of modest means will be relegated to collateral damage, excluded as potential criminals.

Another connotation of catch-22 is that arbitrary rules are created in order to justify and conceal the abuse of power. The selective finger-pointing, discreet omissions and audible silences about key actors involved in the dodgy construction of the collapsed State Audit building are a case in point. The debacle got a whirlwind of journalistic attention until the public relations people took over, and the opacity of the case is like a mini-course of catch-22 rules in operation.

You can't talk about an ongoing investigation because it's ongoing, and it's ongoing, so you can't talk about it.

Catch-22 in Heller's 1961 novel is weighted with the implication that rules are inaccessible and any notion of justice, logic or fair play is up to the people at the top of the pyramid. "Catch-22 says they have a right to do anything we can't stop them from doing..." one of the characters complains. Oddly enough, this lament brings to mind a contemporary legal case involving a powerful clan. As reported in the Bangkok Post, "The Administrative Court says it has no authority to order former prime minister Yingluck Shinawatra to pay 10 billion baht in compensation for her administration's failed rice-pledging scheme."

Justice is jeopardised by the court's authority to convict but not collect: Yingluck's defence deftly argues that if she can't be forced to pay, then that's that, and the case should be dropped. As if to rub it in, her defence added: "The court's authority is limited to only annulling the order."

The term was coined to describe the opacity and lack of logic in the US military, but it applies to relations between individuals. People trap themselves in catches of their own making, especially with regard to social stigmas. To loosely paraphrase a character in the novel: you shouldn't sleep with other people if those people are the kind of people who sleep with other people.

Or as Woody Allen memorably put it in one of his films, "I'd never join a club that would allow a person like me to become a member." One of the more intriguing aspects to catch-22 is the realisation that an understanding of what's going on does nothing to solve the problem. In a very real sense, the solution is the problem, because to resist the rule is to accept it. To play it safe, the first rule of catch-22 is you do not question catch-22. It punishes resistance in the way of quicksand or a Venus flytrap. If you fight catch-22, it only makes things worse. In the end, it's about the asymmetry of power. Opposition is all but futile.



Philip J Cunningham is a media researcher covering Asian politics. He is the author of 'Tiananmen Moon'.
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									Bread, butter and bikes								
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																The government's latest campaign to arrest and fine motorcyclists and pillion riders for not wearing helmets has hardly seemed to inspire hope among the public that it will have a positive impact, nor scare potential law breakers.
The public's reaction to the latest road safety campaign titled "Safe Roads Project" has been quite cynical.

In interviews with TV news channels, motorcycle taxi drivers say the government needs to focus on solving bread-and-butter issues instead of imposing heavy fines on the public.

One pillion rider told the media that people should have the freedom to choose whether to wear a helmet, and many other interviewees admitted that they did not know that passengers now had to wear helmets under the law.

Worse still, many motorcyclists and members of the public see the campaign as opening the door for unscrupulous policemen to extort more bribes from motorbike riders.

Such a cynical reaction does not bode well for public safety.

Needless to say, Thailand's road safety statistics are appalling, with one person dying every seven minutes on average due to road accidents, according to the World Health Organization.

But the impact of road crashes extends far beyond human suffering. These fatalities and serious injuries cost Thailand US$36 billion (1.2 trillion baht) in 2021, roughly 7% of GDP. By comparison, healthcare expenditure that year amounted to 5.2% of GDP.

It is clear the country needs its law enforcers to do their jobs properly. The question is, how?

It is not the first time the government has launched this kind of helmet campaign. In 2021, the Ministry of Transport debuted a campaign to make helmets more affordable. However, that attempt -- like many road safety campaigns in Thailand -- barely had any impact.

The real problem is that the government rarely makes road safety a priority. Directly responsible agencies like the Royal Thai Police (RTP) and the Land Transport Department, or even local administrations, often treat these as temporary, ad-hoc campaigns. There is no systematic or long-term effort to educate people and raise awareness about road traffic safety.

Regardless, it is good to hear the RTP and the ministry promise to make this campaign one for the long term. And hopefully, state agencies will learn from their previous mistake and fine-tune this campaign into one that works.

Apart from arresting and fining law breakers, both agencies must ramp up the penalties by deducting points from the licences of offending motorcyclists. But sticks alone may not be effective. The government should provide incentives such as tax breaks on helmet purchase or support related corporate social responsibility measures.

The government must also provide education campaigns in other languages such as English, Chinese and Burmese for all those riders who are not Thai.

It also needs to team up with civic groups and the media to launch communication campaigns and strategies. Some of the best road safety campaigns are those that invite the public to register and follow.

The government must make road safety a prime responsibility on par with bread-and-butter issues and national security. It is only to be hoped that policymakers will give a much-needed priority to road safety issues, starting with this helmet-wearing campaign.
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																Clean energy is no longer our future -- it's already here. Thailand must act fast or risk falling further behind.
Solar and wind power energy are booming across the world, yet Thailand continues to rely heavily on fossil fuels. The country is falling behind in the clean energy race -- but it's not too late to catch up.

The climate crisis is deepening. International pressure to cut emissions is growing. Across the world, countries are accelerating their transition to clean energy.

This is no longer just about saving the planet. Clean energy has now become a vital strategy for strengthening economic competitiveness.

In 2024, the world used over 1,050 terawatt-hours more electricity than the year before, especially in the Asia-Pacific region, where up to 76% of the increased demand comes from clean energy, mostly solar and wind power.

The trend is clear. Clean energy is fast becoming the main engine of the global energy system -- and economic growth. Countries that catch on quickly will attract new investments, especially from industries that need more clean energy to grow. Those which fail to make the transition will miss out.

To catch up, it pays to be aware of three key global trends that are shaping global energy policies, production, and investment in clean energy.

Firstly, policy uncertainty in major economies.

Leadership changes in powerful nations have far-reaching impacts on international climate efforts.

For example, the United States' withdrawal from the Paris Agreement in 2025 and continued support for fossil fuels under the Trump administration have led to increased hesitation among developed countries in providing climate-related assistance to others.

Secondly, the rise of data centres.

Data centres are springing up everywhere. They need a huge amount of electricity around the clock. Their demand for stable and clean energy is driving the rise of hybrid systems -- a combination of solar, wind, and batteries -- to ensure reliable 24-hour electricity.

Thirdly, China's solar shake-up.

China, the world's leading solar panel producer, has ramped up production so fast that by 2023, global supply was more than double the demand. Price wars followed as producers fought to maintain market share. Small producers in several countries struggled to survive. In response, major Chinese firms are reducing output and setting floor prices to stabilise the industry. If they succeed, prices may return to more sustainable levels.

Although Thailand's clean energy progress still lags behind, there's still hope to catch up with the world. Despite past efforts to promote clean energy, the country still heavily relies on fossil fuels. As of 2023, 85% of its electricity still came from fossil fuels. Only 15% came from clean sources -- far below the Asia-Pacific average and significantly behind a regional peer like Vietnam, where clean energy accounts for 38% of electricity generation.

This slow transition to clean energy risks undermining the country's competitiveness to become a key destination for renewable-powered industries. Thailand could easily fall behind in the race to attract long-term investments, particularly from businesses that prioritise renewable power.

Fortunately, Thailand still has three key enablers for clean energy development.

First of all, the right geography. Thailand has a very strong solar potential, making it ideal for large-scale solar farms. Although the country's wind energy potential remains limited, rapid advancements in wind turbine technology may help improve its viability in the near future.

Next, declining generation costs.

Clean energy, especially solar, is getting cheaper and cheaper to produce. By 2030, the cost of new solar power plants is expected to drop by 27%. In contrast, fossil-fuel plants will only see a 5% cost drop. Wind power is also getting close to price parity. However, as the weakness point of renewables is energy security, the total costs should also account for energy storage systems and the supporting role of gas-fired power plants in stabilising renewable-based electricity generation.

Lastly, growing policy support. Thailand still hasn't fully liberalised its electricity market, but it has put in place measures to support private-sector participation. These include Feed-in Tariffs (FiT), Corporate Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs), and clean energy certificates. If Thailand embraces wider market reforms, clean power can grow faster and attract more businesses seeking renewable energy solutions.

Thailand has set a clear direction. Under the draft Power Development Plan (PDP) 2024, clean energy is expected to account for 51% of electricity generation by 2037 and 74% by 2050, as part of the country's aim to achieve carbon neutrality.

But reaching those goals will require more than just targets. Business as usual won't get us there. All sectors must change their mindsets and adapt accordingly. Achieving these goals demands a solid roadmap, faster reforms, and systems that truly support change.

The clock is ticking. For Thailand to catch up, two things must happen: Synchronise the plans together and let all stakeholders have a say.

First, energy policies must align across agencies. Right now, energy planning is fragmented with no shared direction. Each government body has its own mission, leading to misaligned priorities and inconsistent implementation.

The government, therefore, should establish a central coordination mechanism to align the country's five major energy plans: Power Development Plan (PDP), the Alternative Energy Development Plan (AEDP), the Energy Efficiency Plan (EEP), the Oil Plan, and the Natural Gas Management Plan. These plans must share common long-term goals for clear directions, enabling a unified response to the rapidly changing global landscape.

Second, open the floor for business and the public. A clean energy transition won't happen unless everyone's involved.

Real change needs more than feedback -- it needs real participation. Let businesses and the public help design policy. Involve them in assessing impacts and in proposing system-wide solutions.

Creating open mechanisms for real participation makes this transition to clean energy a shared mission of Thai society -- not a government's job alone. Everyone must have a say in shaping a cleaner energy future. It's how we ensure steady, sustainable progress.



Areeporn Asawinpongphan, PhD, is a Research Fellow, Chakorn Loetnithat is a Senior Researcher, and Annop Jaewisorn is a researcher at TDRI. The Policy Focus column features analyses from the TDRI and appears in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.

This article was prepared under the Energy Transition Policy Leader Program, with funding support from the Power Development Fund, Office of the Energy Regulatory Commission, 2024.
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									Why faith is indispensable to global development								
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																For nearly two decades, I have worked at the intersection of development, health, and security. In roundtables with heads of state, emergency briefings, and donor forums, I have noticed a glaring pattern: faith-based actors are often excluded from global strategies. When present at all, they are sidelined, treated as symbolic figures rather than as genuine partners. This isn't just a blind spot. It's a strategic failure.
Global policymakers setting humanitarian and development agendas still view religious faith through outdated lenses: a quaint tradition, an obstacle to progress, or a security risk. But faith remains one of the most powerful, enduring organising forces in the world. And in many of the most fragile or underserved communities, religious leaders are the most trusted (and sometimes the only) source of authority and support. To reach the most marginalised people, transform lives at scale, and ensure women's full participation in development, we cannot afford to ignore religion.

Authoritarian and extremist movements have long recognised what many in development still resist: faith communities can mobilise millions. Our reluctance to engage hasn't neutralised that power; it just allows others to define it.

I have never shied away from talking about my Muslim faith, which is often perceived as visible and political in ways others' are not. Ten years ago, I gave a TED talk entitled "What My Religion Really Says About Women", which has been viewed more than five million times. I think it resonates because it voices what many feel but rarely say: religious faith is deeply political. It shapes how communities define power, duty, justice, and gender. It can be twisted to justify harm, but it can also be reclaimed to facilitate healing.

When I started the Voice of Libyan Women (VLW), an NGO focused on advancing inclusive security, I quickly recognised the importance of framing security and rights in terms of faith. Once the religion ministry certified Islamic texts in our materials, people began to engage differently, schools opened their doors, and we held events in public squares. Scripture resonated where "development speak" didn't. By tapping into Islam's cultural and moral influence, VLW led one of the largest campaigns for women's security in Libya, reaching 50,000 people directly. Faith is often the common language of trust. And in fragile contexts, trust is the most valuable currency.

To be sure, bad actors can misrepresent and misuse religion to spread extremism. But many networks and organisations are harnessing faith as a force for peace, stability, and progress. Faith-inspired organisations (FIOs) have been quietly delivering services and results, even as many development agencies struggle to make an impact. Often first in and last out, FIOs tend to be deeply embedded in communities and trusted by people from all walks of life. In low- and middle-income African countries, for example, FIOs currently provide 30-70% of health-care services.

In addition to being well placed, many FIOs have ample resources and extensive local, national, and international networks. Samaritan's Purse, one of the world's largest FIOs, operates in over 100 countries with a nearly $1 billion (32.5 billion baht) annual budget. In 2024 alone, it delivered 55 million litres of clean water and trained more than 174,000 people on best practices for sanitation and hygiene.

Even beyond formal FIOs, faith partnerships can shift outcomes. In Algeria, the Ministries of Health and Religious Affairs partnered with the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) to train mourshidates, women religious advisers, to talk openly about maternal health and family planning. It worked. Collaborating with culturally competent local leaders reduced the stigma. UNFPA later launched an initiative to give Algerian imams guidance on incorporating information about HIV prevention into their sermons. That program was so effective that the imams asked for more materials on gender-based violence, women's rights, and other topics.

Faith leaders also played a critical role during Covid-19. Pastors, priests, and imams helped mobilise communities to adhere to prevention strategies. In Tennessee, over 80 churches joined forces with public-health groups to tackle misinformation and improve vaccine access. In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, faith leaders requested more support to lead the local pandemic response. When people trust the messenger, they open up to the message.

Faith-based actors are also shifting norms. The Islamic Foundation for Ecology and Environmental Sciences mobilised thousands of mosques during Ramadan to reduce waste. The Faith to Action Network helped over 90,000 girls in Kenya, Nigeria, and Pakistan attend school by working with religious leaders. And Nigeria's Interfaith Mediation Centre, led by an imam and a pastor who were once enemies, has trained over 20,000 religious leaders in reconciliation.

These aren't just anecdotes. These are scalable models built on legitimacy, proximity, and trust -- three pillars many development agencies spend decades trying to build.

I saw this potential again in 2022 when I launched For Mama (now Every Pregnancy), a faith-led philanthropic initiative for maternal and infant health. By engaging faith leaders as fundraising and advocacy partners -- not just delivery agents -- we tapped into a values-based infrastructure many donors had long overlooked.

The recently formed Georgetown-Lancet Commission on Faith, Trust, and Health, of which I am a member, is working alongside global partners to integrate faith into public-health programs in a more significant way and to broaden the perspective of leaders in the field. Because faith is a lens through which people interpret justice, obligation, and legitimate authority, it is one of humanity's most powerful forces for healing.

Global development is, at its core, about building a shared future where every individual has a voice and access to opportunity. This implies that the exclusion of faith and faith-based leaders from the field jeopardises long-term goals. The question is no longer whether faith matters. It is whether we have the courage and the humility to engage it meaningfully. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Alaa Murabit, a physician, is the founder of The Voice of Libyan Women and Board Chair of Girls Not Brides. She is a Harvard Radcliffe Fellow, a World Economic Forum Young Global Leader, a TIME 100 Most Influential Person, and a former Sustainable Development Goal Advocate.
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																In 2018, French President Emmanuel Macron laid the foundations for France's strategy for the Indo-Pacific, a region that is becoming the new centre of gravity of the global economy but is also experiencing growing tensions and increased competition between major powers. As a resident nation in both the Indian and Pacific Oceans through its overseas territories and communities, France has a direct stake in the region's stability and development. In this context, France wants to act as a stabilising force and to promote effective multilateralism based on the rule of law, inclusivity and respect for sovereignty.
The French strategy aims to address all regional challenges through a cooperative and multidimensional approach. Beyond defence and security, it also focuses on fighting climate change, protecting biodiversity, and fostering sustainable ocean management, connectivity and health. France's priority is to forge "sovereignty partnerships" with Indo-Pacific countries. These partnerships are designed around shared objectives of reducing dependencies and enhancing resilience through cooperation programs addressing common challenges. They help to preserve freedom of action and increase partners' room for manoeuvre in an environment increasingly subject to strategic competition.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) occupies a central place in France's strategy, as it lies at the heart of regional multilateralism and plays a crucial role in shaping an effective security architecture. The vision set out in the Asean Outlook on the Indo-Pacific and the mechanisms and method developed by Asean institutions closely align with the French approach, thus providing a strong foundation for fortifying our partnerships.

In this regard, an important step was taken in 2020 with the establishment of the France-Asean Development Partnership and the subsequent adoption of an action plan. This new cooperation framework acts as a catalyst for strengthening French engagement with the three Asean communities and for accelerating the implementation of projects on shared priorities, drawing on France's acknowledged expertise. These include cooperation in areas such as regional security, climate and environment, blue economy and connectivity. In this respect, I am happy to acknowledge that we already have a sizeable agenda of joint actions with upcoming deliverables on air quality, clean maritime transport, building energy efficiency, multi-sectoral capacity building fund and very soon hopefully on the Asean Power Grid (APG). France and Asean are also strengthening their collaboration on pandemic preparedness and response, building on France's longstanding collaboration with Asean governments, research institutes and CSOs on the "One Health" approach and on the fight against communicable diseases. France launched in December 2024 a new phase of a programme to prevent and mitigate zoonotic diseases with Thailand and Laos, under the PREZODE initiative. Overall, the French Agency for Development plans to commit 20 million euros (742.7 million baht) in the region to support interventions and research which reduce the risks of a new pandemic.

France's accession as an observer to the Asean Defence Ministers' Meeting Plus (ADMM+) working groups for 2024-2027 further demonstrates its commitment to contributing tangibly to the regional security architecture. France will participate in the groups on maritime security and Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR). This commitment is also reflected in the regular deployment of the French Navy and the French Air and Space Force, with the aim of ensuring respect for freedom of navigation and overflight, securing access to global commons and preserving strategic stability. These deployments enable France to take part in bilateral and multilateral exercises to enhance interoperability with partner forces and conduct joint surveillance operations, as was the case recently during the deployment of the aircraft carrier group as part of the CLEMENCEAU 2025 mission.

France continues to play a leading role in advancing the European agenda in the Indo-Pacific. Launched in Paris during the French EU Presidency in 2022, the EU Ministerial Forum for Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific has grown into a unique and effective format that annually brings together EU Member States, partners in the Indo-Pacific, and regional organisations annually to advance cooperation around three pillars: security and defence, climate and global challenges, and economy and connectivity.

The official launch in Bangkok, on May 27, of the Global Ports Safety (GPS) project, co-funded by the EU and France in partnership with Poland, marks a new milestone in French and European commitment to the region. This project, carried out by Expertise France, is consistent with the EU's Global Gateway strategy, which aims to enhance maritime connectivity between Asia and Europe in a safer, greener and more resilient manner.



Marc Abensour is French Ambassador for the Indo-Pacific.
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									Heroes of productivity growth								

															

																Few doubt that productivity growth is good for society. It generally translates into higher wages, a consumer surplus (prices below what you are willing to pay), larger profits, and greater shareholder value. Less understood, however, is how productivity growth is created. New research from the McKinsey Global Institute shows that the lion's share comes from just a few firms making audacious moves.
While the conventional wisdom holds that productivity growth stems from gradual, collective improvements to efficiency across many companies, our analysis suggests otherwise. A tiny number of firms are driving potent bursts of progress because they have made bold, idiosyncratic strategic moves that force competitors to respond. Rather than a thousand or a million firms moving an inch, the real gains come from just a few extraordinary firms moving thousands of miles.

We based our analysis on 8,300 companies in Germany, the United Kingdom, and the United States, focusing especially on four sectors: retail, automotive and aerospace, travel and logistics, and computers and electronics. We used these companies to create a "lab economy," tracking precisely who was creating value and contributing to national productivity growth, and who was destroying value by dragging productivity down. Although we looked at the relatively stable period between 2011 and 2019 -- after the global financial crisis but before the Covid-19 pandemic -- we found similar patterns in the data from 2019 to 2023.

In our lab economy, we found that fewer than 100 productivity "standouts" account for two-thirds of the sample's growth. These are firms that added at least one basis point to their respective national sample's productivity growth in 2011-19. At the same time, an even smaller number of "stragglers" made negative contributions of at least one basis point. This is a much more extreme concentration than the prevailing view of productivity would suggest.

What sets standouts apart? In our sample, they pursued five strategic plays -- often in combination -- to power ahead: scaling more productive business models or technologies (such as e-commerce or low-cost carrier models); shifting regional and product portfolios toward the most productive businesses or even adjacent opportunities; reshaping customer value propositions in both mass and niche markets; building scale and network effects; and transforming operations to boost labour efficiency and reduce costs. Thus, our case studies highlight Apple's strategic expansion into services, EasyJet shaping the discount airline trend, and Zalando pioneering apparel e-commerce.

This lens on productivity helps us see more clearly why some countries pull ahead while others stall. While we already knew that the United States leads major European economies in terms of productivity growth, a closer look at the firms in our lab economy confirms why. Between 2011 and 2019, US productivity grew by 2.1% per year within our sample, compared to 0.2% in Germany and a flat zero in the United Kingdom, because the 44 US standouts outnumbered the 14 stragglers by a factor of three. By contrast, the UK had a more even distribution, with 30 standouts and 25 stragglers, whereas Germany had 13 standouts and 16 stragglers.

But it's not just about having standouts; resources must be shifted toward them. The US was itself a standout in this respect, with half its productivity growth coming from reallocating labour away from stragglers and toward the vanguard of productivity growth. In Europe, job mobility was more subdued, and the stragglers dragged down productivity growth.

This insight has major implications for policymaking. Many current policies aim to boost welfare by supporting small firms and spreading best practices. But if a handful of firms drive most of the gains, we need asymmetric strategies to match the pattern we observe. That means enabling faster reallocation of capital and labour, and building ecosystems that help winners scale up. Consider: If Germany could have counted 19 more standouts like the retailer REWE in the period analysed, its private-sector productivity growth would have more than doubled.

Encouraging bold moves could be even more consequential in emerging economies, where standout firms have the potential to leapfrog some of the technologies and business models deployed in advanced economies. Moreover, if the kind of firms that can become standouts are fewer and further between, fast productivity growth may be difficult to achieve without deliberately nurturing potential standouts' emergence and success.

Business leaders, for their part, should stop treating productivity as a byproduct of operations and start managing it as a strategic outcome. That means tracking it, investing in it, and making gutsy calls -- accompanied by resource shifts -- on where to grow and where to pull back.

Amid today's economic uncertainty, companies around the world are delaying investment decisions, cutting costs, and otherwise trying to husband their limited resources. Yet the lesson from our research is that they should be doing the opposite. Real productivity growth doesn't come from playing it safe. It comes from creating the conditions for bold bets to pay off. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Chris Bradley is a director of the McKinsey Global Institute and a senior partner of McKinsey & Company, based in Sydney. Jan Mischke is a partner at the McKinsey Global Institute, based in Zurich.
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									Can Thailand engage with Trump's US?								
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																Thailand must be bold and dynamic in recalibrating its diplomatic ties with the United States under President Donald Trump. Asia's oldest relationship with Washington carries little weight in the era of transactional diplomacy. Although the 1833 Treaty of Amity and Commerce between the US and Siam described their relations "as long as heaven and earth can endure", the two countries now face formidable challenges in living up to that 192-year-old oath. That treaty was the United States' first treaty with a country in Asia, making Thailand America's oldest friend in the region.
The historic pledge made when the US was searching for its first trading partner in Asia holds little gravity. It is about time for Thailand to stop romanticising its "oldest and greatest friend". The Trump administration has effectively weaponised economic ties with both allies and partners, and Thailand is no exception.

Strategically located in the heart of the Indo-Pacific, Thailand possesses valuable economic and geopolitical forte. To maintain its relevance in Thai-US relations, the country must practise principled diplomacy -- one that is flexible yet firmly rooted in national and mutual interests, as well as the international rule-based order.

These views were derived from a discussion among four retired diplomats who spent parts of their careers engaging with the US as ambassadors or desk officers, spanning more than four decades. They took part in a panel titled "Thai-US Alliance: Reflecting on the Past, Looking Toward the Future". The event, held as part of a week-long series of programs commemorating the 150th anniversary of Saranrom Palace, aimed to assess one of Thailand's most consequential bilateral relationships. The panel featured Supavud Saicheua, Virasakdi Futrakul, Pisan Manawapat, and Nongnuch Petcharat. The four agreed on one fundamental point that the US always prioritises its own interests, regardless of who occupies the White House. What changed are merely the methods and rhetoric. During the discussion, each diplomat recounted how Thailand adapted to different US administrations and the issues dominating each era.

One recalled Thailand's decision to vote against the US at the UN in 1986, when the General Assembly passed a resolution condemning Washington's bombing of Tripoli. At the time, Thailand was politically stable and economically prosperous under Prime Minister Gen Prem Tinsulanonda and Foreign Minister Siddhi Savetsila. So, Thailand voted with "a heavy heart" against the US.

Others pointed to the longstanding US protectionist policies aimed at supporting US farmers and agricultural exports, often intertwined with human rights concerns. These issues are reflected in both general agricultural policy and specific instruments, such as the Trafficking in Persons Report and the Human Rights Report. For decades, Washington used these reports to pressure Thailand on issues impacting US interests. The US also alarmed Thailand when it failed to provide bilateral assistance to bail out the kingdom during the 1997 Asian financial crisis. Furthermore, Thailand's numerous coups and political upheavals have also subjected the country to fluctuating US policies, including the suspension of military aid and freezes on training.

To be fair, the diplomats noted that Washington has often extended a hand during times of crisis. When Britain sought to require Thailand to pay war reparations before it could join the UN in 1946, the US blocked the move. Instead, Washington recognised the Free Thai Movement as the legitimate government of Thailand at the time. The post-World War II Thai-US ties, particularly during the Indo-China War, have been well-documented.

Lest we forget, one key pillar underpinning Thai-US relations has been the Thai monarchy. During their 1960 visit, Their Majesties King Rama IX, who was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts and Queen Sirikit were warmly received in Washington, with the King addressing a joint session of Congress. He was also honoured by Congress in recognition of his 60-year reign. In 1981, during a solo visit by Queen Sirikit, Congress also recognised her humanitarian work and her efforts to promote Thai handicrafts.

Furthermore, the diplomats believe Thailand holds leverage to negotiate with the Trump administration, especially as a US ally in the Indo-Pacific. They were all well aware of the way Mr Trump has treated US allies like Japan and South Korea. Since 1982, Thailand and the US have co-chaired Cobra Gold -- the region's largest annual joint military exercise, involving more than 35 participating countries. Over the past 44 years, Cobra Gold has also become the world's longest-running multinational military exercise in the Indo-Pacific region. The exercise now includes a wide range of activities, such as combined arms live-fire exercises, amphibious operations, and humanitarian assistance projects.

At present, Thailand has yet to officially negotiate with the Trump administration over the economic relations, although its senior officials have met informally recently in Washington. One of the most pressing challenges is the growing trade surplus in Thailand's favour. Under Mr Trump, Thailand has been subject to a 36% tariff hike. In 2024, Thai-US bilateral trade reached US$81 billion (2.6 trillion baht), with Thailand posting a US$45.6 billion surplus -- an 11.7% increase from the previous year.

The diplomats emphasised the need to reduce the trade imbalance and reinvigorate mutual ties. As an agricultural country, one suggested that Thailand explore partnerships with American farmers in so-called red states, which formed Mr Trump's political base. These groups could become future partners in producing agricultural and food-related exports for global markets. Other ideas included more US imports of energy, agricultural products, reducing non-trade barriers, and more Thai investment in the US.

Having witnessed the evolution of Thai-US relations over three decades, the diplomats acknowledged America's contributions to strengthening the alliance. But the geopolitical landscape today is vastly different from what they once navigated. All stressed that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is the agency best positioned to lead, coordinate and drive Thai-US relations.

Therefore, Thailand must build leverage by diversifying its strategic engagement with key US stakeholders -- Congress, think tanks, military state governments, the private sector, and civil society. Most importantly, the country must deepen ties with Asean and China in ways that benefit the relationship with the US.

In the Trump era, Thailand does not need to feign shyness. If Thai and US interests align, then cooperation is welcome. If they are not, each country must be prepared to walk its own path.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
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        YouTube targets Southeast Asia as viewer numbers spike
        YouTube says it has a strong growth trajectory in Southeast Asia, with 7,600 channels in the region claiming at least 1 million subscribers each.

      

      
        Gamers get hold of hotly awaited Nintendo Switch 2
        TOKYO - Gamers on Thursday finally got their hands on Nintendo's new Switch 2 console, which could score record early sales for the Japanese "Super Mario" creator.

      

      
        'Home' through contemporary art
        "If Only It Is Seen, Thus, From Afar" is a landmark group exhibition celebrating Pride Month at SAC Gallery.

      

      
        New movies out this week: Jun 5-11
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        The sound of Thai innovation
        Last weekend, I attended a "live cinema" rendition of the classic animated film Kan Kluay (known as Blue Elephant in its international incarnation) at Kantana studios. There had already been five performances the previous weekend and I was catching one of the second set of five.

      

      
        Artist explores memory and identity
        The ties of memory, emotion and experience between mother and son are portrayed through art during "Lullaby Olahey Olahuek", which is running at BNC Creatives Art Gallery RCA, until June 24.

      

      
        KFC Thailand partners with Butterbear to debut new figure
        KFC Thailand has teamed up with Butterbear to introduce the idol of the year. Nong Noey, the "Daughter Of KFC Thailand", is the newest collaboration between KFC Thailand and one of the country's favourite characters.

      

      
        When musical theatre goes gangster
        Produced by Scenario and directed by Takonkiet Viravan, Gangster 2499 The Musical is a new stage adaptation of the iconic 1997 Thai film Dang Bireley's And Young Gangsters. The musical reimagines the gritty world of 1950s Bangkok gangsters through a dynamic theatrical lens.

      

      
        Job expo kicks off tomorrow at Queen Sirikit Center
        Jobseekers will learn job search techniques and get to take part in comprehensive skill-building activities during Job Expo Thailand 2025, which kicks off tomorrow and runs daily from 10am to 7pm until Sunday, at Queen Sirikit National Convention Center's Hall 5-6, Ratchadaphisek Road.

      

      
        In the abode of tigers
        Jaipur, India's Pink City, is world renowned for its gemstone industry. However, in Jaipur's Nahargarh lurks another one of the subcontinent's gems and its national animal. It is also home to one of India's 58 protected tiger reserves and the majestic Bengal tiger (Panthera tigris tigris), among other animals like Asiatic lions.
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									YouTube targets Southeast Asia as viewer numbers spike

									
								

								YouTube says it has a strong growth trajectory in Southeast Asia, with 7,600 channels in the region claiming at least 1 million subscribers each.
								This growth has been driving creator-led marketing and video commerce in the region, said the company. 

Video commerce accounts for 20% of the e-commerce gross merchandise value in Southeast Asia, a four-fold increase over the last two years, according to YouTube.

"After 20 years, YouTube is moving faster than ever," said Sapna Chadha, vice-president for Southeast Asia and South Asia Frontier at Google, the owner of YouTube.

She said YouTube is leveraging artificial intelligence (AI) to enhance user experiences through personalised recommendations and deep content analysis.

"This technology is already benefiting creators, brands and viewers alike. The future of content creation and advertising fuelled by AI isn't coming in the future. We're already living it," said Ms Chadha. 

The platform's scale is staggering, with more than 20 million videos uploaded around the world every day, while YouTube Shorts are watched by 2 billion users each month.

Viewers watch more than 1 billion hours of YouTube content on average every day, while 3.5 billion people watch YouTube every month.

YouTube reached 290 million viewers in Southeast Asia last year, representing 85% of the online population in the region. 

"Southeast Asians love video content, and this is a flourishing epicentre of digital growth," she said.

Roughly 1,300 Thailand-based YouTube channels have more than 1 million subscribers each. The number of channels in the region with more than 100,000 subscribers tallies 77,000.

"YouTube's growth in Southeast Asia is a testament to the platform's adaptability and the region's digital dynamism. As AI continues to enhance user experiences and creators drive engagement, the future of video commerce and digital advertising looks brighter than ever," said Ms Chadha.

A Kantar study found 85% of viewers in Thailand and 67% in Indonesia consider YouTube creator content to be trustworthy. 

Ms Chadha said users are 98% more likely to trust the recommendations of creators on YouTube compared with those on other social sites or apps.

"This trust translates into purchase confidence, with YouTube driving almost four times greater purchase intent than other social media platforms in the region," said Ms Chadha. 

Gen Z actively consumes content on YouTube and uses the platform to navigate and share major life transitions. Many Shorts users avoid Instagram Reels completely, and 66% are not using Reels in Thailand. 

Creators on YouTube can significantly drive consideration for products. Two in five consumers in this region rely on online videos for product research, with YouTube being the preferred choice for 86% of them. 

To drive this further, YouTube Shopping has now launched in Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, Singapore, Malaysia and the Philippines in partnership with Shopee.  

YouTube Shopping lets creators easily promote products from their own stores or other brands.  

Top creators across the region are joining the affiliate programme, with millions of videos already tagged. 

For instance, in the first three countries where it launched (Indonesia, Vietnam and Thailand), an average of 55% of eligible creators have already enrolled in YouTube Shopping.  

In a related matter, Lazada has announced a US$100 million investment in its affiliate programme across Southeast Asia. 

Ms Chadha said YouTube continues to innovate to improve the experience on internet-connected TV (CTV).  

Globally, viewers are watching, on average, over 1 billion hours of YouTube content on TVs every day. 

In Southeast Asia, YouTube on CTV is reaching over 79 million people. 

With CTV, new advertising formats let viewers use QR codes for shopping on TV.
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									Gamers get hold of hotly awaited Nintendo Switch 2

									Upgraded device features bigger screen and more processing power -- and a hefty price
								

								TOKYO - Gamers on Thursday finally got their hands on Nintendo's new Switch 2 console, which could score record early sales for the Japanese "Super Mario" creator.
								Featuring a bigger screen and more processing power, the device is an upgrade to the Switch, which became a global phenomenon with hit games such as "Animal Crossing".

The original Switch has sold 152 million units since its 2017 release, making it the third best-selling console ever.

At a Tokyo electronics store on Thursday morning, Nintendo fans -- including 24-year-old Lei Wang, a recent graduate from China -- queued to collect their devices.

He had been "shocked" to win a pre-order lottery, as none of his friends had been selected.

"It's basically just me who got picked... so I don't really want to say anything" to them, he laughed.

Shinichi Sekiguchi, 31, said he was so excited he forgot to bring his phone, while 33-year-old Kuro said she had taken a day off work to play with her new device.

"The improved graphics and the ability to play with a larger group -- I think that's a big deal," she said.

Serkan Toto from Tokyo consultancy Kantan Games said he "would not be surprised to see Switch 2 breaking sales records in the next weeks and months".

In Japan, Nintendo's online store had 2.2 million pre-order applications for the Switch 2 -- an "insane number the industry has never seen before", Toto told AFP.

Worth the price?

The Switch 2 has eight times the memory of the first Switch, and its controllers, which attach with magnets, can also be used like a desktop computer mouse.

New functions allowing users to chat as they play online and temporarily share games with friends could also be a big draw for young audiences used to watching game streamers.

Nintendo has its work cut out to match the overall success of the original, however.

Challenges include uncertainty over US trade tariffs and whether it can convince enough people to pay the high price for its new device.

The Switch 2 costs $449.99 in the United States, more than the original's launch price of $299.99. Both are hybrid consoles which can connect to a TV or be played on the go.

New Switch 2 games such as "Donkey Kong Bananza" and "Mario Kart World" -- which allow players to go exploring off-grid -- are also more expensive than existing titles.

"After playing it, I think it's worth the price," 24-year-old aspiring filmmaker Steven Paterno told AFP at a Nintendo launch event in New York City.

"I loved the original Switch, but I had to admit the Switch 2 really tops it."

Cancelled pre-orders

Retailers in the United States, Europe and other major markets are gearing up for a rush of excited fans, with some stores opening at midnight to welcome them.

"I'm very excited to pick it up at midnight," 22-year-old graduate Angel Caceres said at the New York launch event.

"I'm going to be very tired after that."

Supply pressures have forced some retailers to cancel orders, with Britain's Game saying it is "working hard to reinstate as many affected pre-orders as possible".

Nintendo forecasts it will ship 15 million Switch 2 consoles in the current financial year, roughly equal to the original console in the same period after its release.

The Switch 2 "is priced relatively high" compared to its predecessor, the company's president Shuntaro Furukawa said at a financial results briefing in May.

So it "will not be easy" to keep initial momentum going, he warned.

While Nintendo is diversifying into theme parks and hit movies, around 90 percent of its revenue still comes from the Switch business, analysts say.
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									'Home' through contemporary art

									Eight queer Myanmar artists in new exhibition celebrating Pride Month
								

								"If Only It Is Seen, Thus, From Afar" is a landmark group exhibition celebrating Pride Month at SAC Gallery.
								[image: ]

For the first time in Thailand, the exhibition brings together eight emerging queer artists from Myanmar, offering a powerful reimagining of what "home" can mean through contemporary art.

[image: ]

At its heart, the exhibition amplifies the voices of queer communities from a neighbouring country, sharing stories of existence, hope and identities that refuse to be overlooked. Curated by Sid Kaung Sett Lin with Bodhisattva LGBTQ+ Gallery, the exhibition opens a space for reflection, resilience and quiet defiance through art.

It also marks the official launch of "Front Room", SAC Gallery's newest exhibition space at the roadside entrance of the four-storey building, which will serve as another venue for presenting experimental and challenging contemporary artworks.

[image: ]

"If Only It Is Seen, Thus, From Afar" represents an intersection of culture, emotion and identity, presented through the eyes of artists living between two worlds; the homeland they left behind and the city they are cautiously learning to love. Whether drawn by the pull of love, dreams of work or struggles for survival, their journeys are woven into meaningful artworks.

[image: ]

Zicky Le, Zin Min Thike, Swannie, Roxy Owan, Na Torah, Min Chit Paing, Htet Aung Lwyn, and Kyaw Min Htet live in Bangkok and Chiang Mai, yet traces of Myanmar resonate clearly in every breath of their individual works. They narrate through moving images, photography, sculpture and performance art that speak for the voices within.

Though many are just beginning their artistic journeys, their voices are clear and distinct. They are not here to present credentials from past professions, but to share something deeply personal, something they hope you'll see, even if only from afar. This is art born from personal experience rather than commercial goals, an exhibition that doesn't merely invite viewing, but invites feeling the fragility, strength and courage to be oneself in a complex world.

"If Only It Is Seen, Thus, From Afar" is a journey through emotions and experiences that many might find familiar. Swannie's voice in the video performance "Body On Repeat" welcomes you with Myanmar folk dance filled with memories and struggles with identity. As you venture deeper, you'll encounter the tenderness hidden within Roxy Owan's fragility in "Petal Of Being", which uses hair as a symbol of memory and transformation, or become enchanted by Zin Min Thike's stunning sculpture "Kin", which tells stories of identity through forms that blend human and "kinnari".

Zicky Le's photographs titled "Where I Was, Where I Am Going" will take you to experience the feelings of migration not merely changing addresses, but searching for a new identity, whilst Kyaw Min Htet invites you to dive into a world of desire and power in "I Used Him As Much As He Uses Me".

Na Torah presents sacred rituals in "It Is I Giving Birth To Myself", challenging concepts of gender and self-rebirth, whilst Min Chit Paing's "The Wait" will require your effort to read narratives that are fragmented and hide meanings, reflecting the difficulties of living in uncertain circumstances Don't miss "Celluloid Demon" by Htet Aung Lwyn, which takes you into a world of satirical horror that questions society's expectations of marginalised artists.

The exhibition records the collision between familiarity and alienation through queer eyes that are sharp and full of emotion. From gender to identity, from leaving home to creating a new home, with fragments of incomplete memories and pressures of existence, "If Only It Is Seen, Thus, From Afar" invites you to sit quietly in this space of vulnerability, a space where someone's heart still holds tightly to a wounded home, where whispers of the past still float in the air and where their spirits continue to dance lightly, delicately and beautifully, courageously allowing you to see... even from afar.

In this space, no one is alien, no one needs to explain themselves to anyone anymore. Here, pain, hope and new beginnings are a shared language we all understand, even though we come from different homes.

"If Only It Is Seen, Thus, From Afar" will be exhibited from June 7 to Aug 9 at Front Room, SAC Gallery. The opening is on June 7, where the artists and curators will be in attendence.
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									New movies out this week: Jun 5-11

									'How To Train Your Dragon' is a live-action remake of the 2010 animated film of the same name
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
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Kaiju No.8 (Kaiju No. 8: Mission Recon)

Directed by Tomomi Kamiya and Shigeyuki Miya.

Who's in it?

The voices of Nasim Benelkour, Ai Fairouz and Brad Foster.

What's it about?

A group of Defense Force volunteers come together to try to defeat an army of ruthless Kaiju.

Why watch it? 

Edited from Kaiju No. 8 (2024).

[image: ]

Petaka Gunung Gede (Haunting Of Mount Gede)

Directed by Azhar Kinoi Lubis. 

Who's in it? 

Arla Ailani, Adzana Ashel and Endy Arfian.

What's it about? 

Two true friends who love each other. But there is a secret that is covered up then creates a disaster, and haunts their climb on Mount Gede.

Why watch it? 

From the creator of Kafir: A Deal With The Devil (2018).

[image: ]

Housefull 5

Directed by Tarun Mansukhani.

Who's in it?

Akshay Kumar, Abhishek Bachchan and Riteish Deshmukh.

What's it about?

Set aboard a luxury cruise ship where a billionaire mysteriously dies, prompting a chaotic whodunit filled with the franchise's trademark slapstick humour and comic misadventures. The film introduces suspense elements and multiple climactic twists -- each cinema screening may feature a different killer reveal to keep audiences guessing until the end.

Why watch it?

Fardeen Khan's third film with Riteish Deshmukh after Heyy Babyy and Visfot and with Akshay Kumar after Heyy Babyy and Khel Khel Mein.



Premieres on June 11

[image: ]

Dan Da Dan: Evil Eye

Directed by Fuga Yamashiro.

Who's in it? 

The voice of Morgana Ignis.

What's it about? 

Momo and Okarun set out on their latest adventure, traveling to a hot springs town home rented by Jiji, Momo's childhood friend and former crush, with the goal to solve the mystery surrounding his family.

Why watch it? 

Anime adaptation of the Cursed House Arc of the Dandadan manga series by Yukinobu Tatsu.

[image: ]

Kataomoi Sekai (Unreachable)

Directed by Nobuhiro Doi.

Who's in it? 

Suzu Hirose, Hana Sugisaki and Kaya Kiyohara.

What's it about? 

Misaki, Yuuka and Sakura live together in an old house on a corner of Tokyo. Though they are not related by blood, they have been bound together by a strong bond for the last twelve years.

Why watch it? 

Also known as Unrequited Love World.

[image: ]

How To Train Your Dragon

Directed by Dean DeBlois.

Who's in it?

Mason Thames, Nico Parker and Gerard Butler.

What's it about? 

As an ancient threat endangers both Vikings and dragons alike on the isle of Berk, the friendship between Hiccup, an inventive Viking, and Toothless, a Night Fury dragon, becomes the key to both species forging a new future together.

Why watch it?

Butler reprises his role as Stoick.

[image: ]

Love Or Lie

Directed by Jit Khamnoedrat.

Who's in it?

Patitta Attayatamavitaya, Sadanont Durongkaweroj and Phatdarinh Prinyarak.

What's it about? 

When a down-on-his-luck detective receives a bizarre assignment from a mysterious client, he finds himself tasked with investigating Frank, a shady businessman, and Poche, a sweet-voiced singer. His mission is to play matchmaker and make them fall in love. But things take an unexpected turn when he meets Pun, a nosy market vendor trained by the legendary Mae Jaem and Poche's older sister, who senses something fishy about this strange case of the pineapple cupid.

Why watch it?

When love is perfect, nothing can stop it.
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									The sound of Thai innovation

									Kantana studios highlights the Foley section in a performance that mirrors a lost cinematic tradition
								

								Last weekend, I attended a "live cinema" rendition of the classic animated film Kan Kluay (known as Blue Elephant in its international incarnation) at Kantana studios. There had already been five performances the previous weekend and I was catching one of the second set of five.
								We've become quite familiar with these events as there have been a number of high-profile performances of blockbuster films with live orchestra in Thailand, so maybe people might not realise that Kantana has done something quite revolutionary that we haven't seen in the past.

The live music, conducted by celebrated Thai musician Trisdee Na Patalung, was great as expected and added a dimension of excitement to the movie, but what was new was that Kantana gave equal prominence to a live Foley section.

Foley is one of the most important aspects of movie postproduction, yet it is the one least noticed by regular audiences. Most moviegoers don't know that in the recorded soundtrack of a movie, gunshots don't really go bang and swords don't clang but are likely to thud or squeak (because they are props of wood or plastic, not actual sharp dangerous killer metal things). Also, people's footsteps don't actually echo across marble floors because it's probably a painted plywood floor built on a soundstage and doors don't slam, the wind doesn't whistle, and on and on. All these effects are put it by a team of Foley artists.

In a Foley studio, there are boxes with different floor textures to record footsteps, pieces of cloth to wave about that will sound like a flock of birds in flight, instruments to bang and bash and blow on that look nothing like what you see on screen. And thousands upon thousands of these sounds are added, painstakingly, to a film's soundtrack in order to complete your suspension of disbelief.

[image: Kantana]

The highest success of a Foley studio is when the audience believes that all the sounds are completely real. In other words, if no one ever noticed their work, they are doing a brilliant job.

For Kantana to highlight the Foley Department in a live film screening is an original idea I've never seen before. In post-production, Foley is synchronised with great precision, but not in real time. It's done over and over until the timing is correct.

In this kind of live performance, it becomes essentially a new subset of performing art. The Foley artists have to do every footstep, every sound, in perfect synchronicity with the film and they're relying on a profound inner musical sense to do it -- it is as though Kantana had invented a brand new genre of music. I can't overemphasise just how innovative it is and how brilliantly the Foley artists metamorphosed into performers. I understand it took them months of rehearsal.

New though this is, there is something profoundly Thai about it. I remember as a child when Thai movies were shown in theatres without a soundtrack. Instead, two people in a little booth did all the dialogue and performed all the sound effects using a panoply of household objects while also operating the music cue by hand-dropping the needle on a record player (remember vinyl?). You went to the movie as much to enjoy this live show as the visuals. No performance was ever the same, because the live movie-dubbers loved to adlib little in-jokes.

They didn't have synced sound in many European film industries then either. I remember this was particularly true of Italian cinema. But what they did was record an entire separate soundtrack with dubbed dialogue. This art of improvised live-dubbing was something uniquely Thai I believe. So performing the sound effects live actually mirrors a lost tradition of Thai cinema from well over half-a-century ago.

It's worth reminding people that this movie is quite a classic. Some might criticise its portrayal of the Burmese as being no longer politically correct, but it was still a trailblazer.

Watching the Foley artists on stage dart about, banging, blowing and shaking various objects was an entertainment as thrilling as Trisdee's meticulous musical direction and the emotional singing of Well Disakorn Disayanon that opened and closed the show.



S.P. Somtow is a novelist, composer and a Thai National Artist.
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									Artist explores memory and identity

									
								

								The ties of memory, emotion and experience between mother and son are portrayed through art during "Lullaby Olahey Olahuek", which is running at BNC Creatives Art Gallery RCA, until June 24.
								This is a solo exhibition by Napat "Tong" Klawmanee, who took inspiration from his deeply personal experience of hearing his mother sing lullabies to him every night before bed.

After growing up and leaving home to study art and explore life during his adolescence, he eventually returned to his hometown. It was then that a flood of childhood memories returned to him -- memories of love, deep emotional connection, thoughts, values, mannerisms, ways of life, teachings and even his identity -- all of which had been passed down from his mother and shaped who he is today.

In his recollection, he can still hear the echoes of lullabies and bedtime stories that gently carried him into sleep in his mother's arms. While the melodies were soothing and melodic, the lyrics often held dark, mysterious themes, stories of ghosts, spirits and death.

These eerie elements, wrapped in love and maternal care, fostered in Napat a deep fascination with the darkness of night, filled with imagination and dreamlike fantasy.

He weaves these memories and emotions into an exploration of his relationship with his mother. The intimate fragments are combined with elements from Thai oral traditions such as lullabies, ancient myths, folk tales and ghost legends.

These stories are expressed through his vibrant, colourful paintings that, while visually bold, carry an emotional heaviness, rendered in raw, vigorous brushstrokes that capture the power and depth of his internal reflections.

The artist also highlights the theme of motherhood in Thai history, portraying the powerful and unconditional love of a mother who would do anything for her child, regardless of social class or status.

BNC Creatives is on Rama IX Road and opens daily from 10am to 6pm, except Monday.

Call 092-609-2666.
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									KFC Thailand partners with Butterbear to debut new figure

									
								

								KFC Thailand has teamed up with Butterbear to introduce the idol of the year. Nong Noey, the "Daughter Of KFC Thailand", is the newest collaboration between KFC Thailand and one of the country's favourite characters.
								The campaign has also spurred viral memes online in which fans of Nong Noey playfully say that her hands look like fried chicken wings.

Nong Noey, a huge fan of fried chicken herself, also shares the same playful and humorous personality, which aligns perfectly with KFC Thailand's brand positioning that led to a collaboration with Butterbear and introduced her as Colonel Sanders' new beloved. The "Daughter Of KFC Thailand" comes with exclusive limited packaging and special stickers at all KFC branches nationwide. Also, there will be a "Meet & Eat: Fried Chicken And Hugs From Nong Noey" event where visitors can get up close and personal with Nong Noey from now until June 25.

The campaign kicked off with a charming commercial featuring a catchy soundtrack that tells the story of Nong Noey and Colonel Sanders' heartwarming yet goofy relationship. It's an adorable tale that will bring smiles to everyone. But that's not all. KFC is going even bigger with an eye-catching display -- Nong Noey in a giant KFC bucket towering over 4.5m at the courtyard of Emsphere from now until June 5. For an extra dose of joy, KFC x Butterbear is taking over 508 big screens across the country which will showcase Nong Noey's adorable face and Colonel Sanders' charm.

[image: photo courtesy of KFC Thailand]
(Photo courtesy of KFC Thailand)
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									When musical theatre goes gangster

									
								

								Produced by Scenario and directed by Takonkiet Viravan, Gangster 2499 The Musical is a new stage adaptation of the iconic 1997 Thai film Dang Bireley's And Young Gangsters. The musical reimagines the gritty world of 1950s Bangkok gangsters through a dynamic theatrical lens.
								Leading the star-studded cast is Naphat "Nai" Siangsomboon, on his musical debut, who steps into the iconic role of Dang Bireley with a well-trained emotional range and commanding physicality, convincingly portraying both the lover and the gangster. Every line delivered, every note sung, and every gesture made shows that he's not just playing a role -- he's immersing himself in the world of the musical, making sure the audience feels every moment alongside him.

Making his debut, Tate Henry Myron impresses as Dum Esso, showing clear dedication through his improved Thai pronunciation. His passion to excel in a world of musical theatre radiates through his performance. Narakorn Nichakulthanachot, as Piak Wisut Kasat, brings solid singing talents to his performance. Meanwhile, Paris Intarakomalyasut as the ferocious Pu Bottle Bomb and Saharat Thiempan as Lam Sing, both in their second musical appearances, look at ease on stage, delivering their roles with confidence in both singing and dancing.

While the story focuses on brotherhood, romance and familial bonds, female roles also add emotional layers, particularly through Tatiya Sonsakul as Wallapa, the love interest caught between Dang Bireley and Pu Bottle Bomb. Also veteran musical actress Patnacha Wipatdejtragoon, who plays the dedicated mother trying to put Dang Bireley on a righteous path.

[image: Gangster 2499 The Musical. SCENARIO]
Gangster 2499 The Musical. 



Credit and loud applause should also go to the ensemble and supporting actors, who bring vibrant energy and texture to every scene, elevating the overall experience. Their presence spices up the show, filling the stage with life beyond the main cast. Equally commendable are the costume and set designs, which reflect an immense amount of hard work and attention to detail. Together, they successfully reimagine the ambiance of 1950s Thailand, creating a rich, immersive world that draws the audience deeper into the story and era.

Though Gangster 2499 The Musical is built around a world of revenge, violence and emotional tension, its true focus lies in storytelling about love. At its core, the musical highlights brotherly bonds among gang members, a touch of melodramatic romance and deep son-mother relationships. It transforms the gangster genre into a romantic spectacle, echoing the spirit of musicals like West Side Story and narratives such as The Outsiders, where love and loyalty are central themes. However, the show tends to avoid delving deeply into real conflicts, leading to a weakness in character development.

The characters often remain one-dimensional, and the story leans more on telling through narration rather than showing emotions and relationships through fully realised dramatic scenes. Still, the pace is lively and engaging, keeping the audience glued to the unfolding events. But the musical's fast-paced nature leaves little room for deep character exploration. Instead, it offers a lively, almost joyride-like experience through musical spectacle, favouring brisk storytelling and grand visuals over a more nuanced dive into the characters' inner worlds.

Adding to the allure is the strong visual appeal of the cast. The leading actors, often flexing their muscles and eventually baring their six-packs on stage, bring an undeniable sex appeal that intensifies the themes of love and conflicts. Moments when the main characters remove their shirts are met with audible excitement from the audience, amplifying the show's emotional and sensual pull.

Takonkiet, a leading figure in Thai musical theatre, brings his signature style to Gangster 2499 The Musical, combining epic storytelling with deep emotional layers. Known for adapting historical narratives and iconic Thai works, Takonkiet reimagines the gritty 1950s world of gangsters through a theatrical lens that balances personal drama with broader societal undercurrents. His hallmark fusion of traditional Thai aesthetics -- such as music, dance and visual motifs -- with Western musical theatre techniques is evident here, creating a production that feels both rooted in Thai culture and dynamically modern. True to his approach, Takonkiet also spotlights new and rising talents, ensuring that fresh energy drives the performance.

[image: Gangster 2499 The Musical. SCENARIO]
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In Gangster 2499, Takonkiet's commitment to high production values and immersive experiences is unmistakable. The musical features elaborate set designs that evoke the era, stylish costuming, and sharp choreography, hallmarks of his visually rich productions. Backed by the state-of-the-art facilities of Muangthai Rachadalai Theatre, the show reflects his broader vision of elevating his personal passion in musical theatre and showcasing local narratives on an international level. Gangster 2499 thus stands not just as a nostalgic retelling but as a testament to Takonkiet's enduring influence on Thailand's contemporary musical theatre scene.

Since the release in 1997, the film -- and now Gangster 2499 The Musical -- has faced controversy over its authenticity. Although inspired by real figures from Bangkok's 1950s underworld in Suriyan Sakthaisong's novel Senthang Mafia (Mafia Paths), many historians and critics argue that the story is more fictionalised than factual. Main characters were romanticised, with events dramatised for cinematic effect rather than historical accuracy. This blending of fact and fiction has sparked ongoing debates about whether the portrayal glamorises gangster life and distorts the reality of that era, turning a violent subculture into a tale of loyalty and romance rather than reflecting its true complexities.

Whether the gist of the story is real or not, Gangster 2499 The Musical surely offers a nostalgic yet innovative take on a classic Thai story, blending historical context with modern theatrical elements. While it might not reach the depth of classic character-driven musicals, its stylish presentation and youthful energy ensure it remains a fun and captivating experience.

Gangsters 2499 The Musical runs until June 29 at Muangthai Rachadalai Theatre. Showtimes are 7.30pm Wednesday to Sunday with a matinee at 2pm on Saturday. Tickets from 800 to 4,000 baht are available at thaiticketmajor.com.
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									Job expo kicks off tomorrow at Queen Sirikit Center

									
								

								Jobseekers will learn job search techniques and get to take part in comprehensive skill-building activities during Job Expo Thailand 2025, which kicks off tomorrow and runs daily from 10am to 7pm until Sunday, at Queen Sirikit National Convention Center's Hall 5-6, Ratchadaphisek Road.
								Organised by Jobsdb by Seek in collaboration with the Department of Employment, this career expo aims to provide a dynamic platform to inspire, inform and connect jobseekers of all ages to employment opportunities both locally and abroad, while also helping them develop the skills needed to succeed in today's rapidly evolving job market.

Through practical insights, useful tools and up-to-date labour market knowledge, jobseekers will be empowered with the confidence and capability to pursue careers that suit their true potential.

Highlights of the event include a keynote session on "Find the Right Job for You: 6 Emerging Skills That Win Employers Over" delivered by Duangporn Promon on Sunday and "Latest Job and Hiring Trends in Thailand" conducted by Patara Pimchai and Krittaya Phiphatweerawat on all three afternoons.

At Jobsdb by Seek's booth, there are a series of free, hands-on activities designed to help jobseekers prepare for the workforce with a professional edge.

Expect to meet advisers who will assist in registering on the Jobsdb by Seek platform, discover and apply for high-quality job listings across various industries while getting tips for optimising job matches.

The resume clinic offers an expert 1-on-1 resume consultation and free access to professionally designed resume templates, while career guidance will be provided along with on-site assessments. Also, this is a chance to practise job interviews with executives and HR professionals and receive feedback.

Visit facebook.com/JobsdbThailandOfficialPage.
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									In the abode of tigers

									A paradise for wildlife, Ranthambore offers  much more than flora and fauna
								

								Jaipur, India's Pink City, is world renowned for its gemstone industry. However, in Jaipur's Nahargarh lurks another one of the subcontinent's gems and its national animal. It is also home to one of India's 58 protected tiger reserves and the majestic Bengal tiger (Panthera tigris tigris), among other animals like Asiatic lions.
								STAY

A three-hour car ride from Jaipur International Airport, Nahargarh, which means "abode of tigers", is known for its tiger safaris and palatial resorts. Though few are as opulent as Nahargarh Ranthambhore, which is a majestic retreat for a luxurious escape, a few minutes away from Ranthambore National Park.

[image: Nahargarh Ranthambhore.]
Nahargarh Ranthambhore.



Encompassed by lush wilderness, Nahargarh Ranthambhore is dressed in ivory white fortifications and set amidst trees offering a tranquil experience of royalty and wilderness. The palace hotel is one of the most indulgent properties in Rajasthan (Jaipur is the capital city), where adventurous safaris and tiger tour moments bring excitement to mornings, while evenings are engaged with cultural performances.

Nahargarh Ranthambhore, which is also known as The Alsisar Nahargarh, is stately and its sheer expanse is not evident when one walks through its arched doorway, complete with the sky showering rose petals as you enter. The grandeur is only absorbed as one explores the vast grounds and palace.

There are 99 king-size deluxe and super deluxe rooms. The imperial rooms have individual courtyards to soak in the greenery, while the 2nd-floor suites have private terraces with views of the national park. Each room is designed in a different colour, style and ambiance. There is also a spa, a colonial bar and grand courtyards, with three swimming pools, including a pool and amphitheatre called Hathi Kund, which is all marble.

The Grand Dining Hall is straight out of Indian Downton Abbey and is so opulent, it may put the series to shame. The hall is replete with fine intricate mirror work and the regal charm of Rajasthan's royalty is evident in each corner. The food at Nahargarh Ranthambhore is Indian and Rajasthani, which is a must-try.

Bageechi, which translates into English as "garden", has a small stage and it is here that Mumbai's fine dining restaurant Masque holds a barbecue annually as part of its "Masque At Nahargarh" weekend event.

However, the crown jewel of Nahargarh Ranthambhore is the Arjun Mahal Banquet Hall, which is adorned with intricate gold leaf paintings and chandeliers. Needless to say, it is mostly used for private functions like a "royal" Indian wedding.

An opulent retreat after a morning spent tiger-spotting or sightseeing.
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TIGER SAFARI

Forget taking pictures with the tigers. Unless you're headed to Ranthambhore National Park in the summer, the animals are extremely hard to spot despite the rangers being well-informed. It normally takes around five safaris to see one if Lady Luck doesn't shine on you and depending on what zone of the national park you're in.

The extrovert animals are used to people (and that doesn't mean you need to be up close and personal) but they are hardly affected by the sounds of the safari jeeps or the whispers of tourists. The tiger reserve couldn't be more fascinating, amid scrubland and grassy ridges. Tigers at Ranthambore are named and apparently, the most famous one is called Machali (T-16), aka "Queen Of Ranthambore". Just don't call out to her!

Bordered by spikes of the Aravallis and Vindhya mountain ranges on the edge of a plateau and set among an ephemeral forest, hills and wide valleys, the park is flecked with three lakes that add to the beauty of the wildlife, any time of the year.

Tigers aren't the only four-legged creatures in this vast land. Easy to spot are the Sambar deer, Chital and several other deer species. Once near a water body, you may see a few crocodiles basking in the sun. However, they blend so well with the surroundings, unless pointed out by your guide they are a tad hard to spot. Boars are easier to see, while the leopards blend into their surroundings, as well.

The endangered blackbuck are harder to spot since their numbers have declined over the years. However, it is the sighting of a nilgai, also known as the blue bull, that is beautiful. The males have a bluish-grey coat and have a very horse-like appearance, even though they are the largest antelope in Asia. Though you don't necessarily have to be in the park to spot them. Fun fact: In Bihar, they are classified as vermin as they are known to ravage crops.

But Ranthambore is not lush in just land animals. The park is also home to many bird species and is a treat for twitchers. Expect to see the greylag goose, woodpeckers, Indian grey hornbills, common kingfishers, bee eaters, cuckoos, parakeets and owls, among others.

Needless to say, one has to dress in neutral-colours and avoid bright shades. The best time to visit is between June 30 and Oct 1 when all zones are open. Peak tiger-sightings generally occur from March to May at the height of summer. From July to September, Zones 6-10 are open. Safaris are conducted twice a day in the early morning and in the late afternoon and can be booked online via the official government website or authorised agents. You will need your passport for identification when entering the park.
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OUTSIDE THE PARK

Though Nahargarh is predominately known for tiger safaris, there are other things to do.

The striking 10th century citadel which is the Ranthambore Fort is poised atop a rocky height. Its imposing structure is flanked by massive doorways, encircling 7km of walls, allowing a breathtaking view of the surrounding landscape. The relics of buildings inside this Unesco World Heritage Site house a museum, mosque and various temples. The much-revered Trinetra Ganesha Temple is a major attraction.

The fort is within the national park in an area which used to be the hunting grounds of the kings of Jaipur. It blends the architectural styles of the Rajputs and Mughals, which can be seen in the intricately carved temples and gates. Though one has to be careful of the grey langur (also known as Hanuman langur). Like most monkeys, they aren't afraid of people and are ready to snatch any bags containing food.

Entry to the fort is free and it is open from 6am-6pm, with the best time to visit being at sunset from April to October. You can also trek up to the fort starting from the Aravalli Hills or take a cycling tour.

For the adventurists, the Chambal River is a great spot for sighting amphibians and aquatic animals in their natural habitat. A natural shelter for the rare gharial crocodile, you can also see India's national aquatic animal, the Ganges river dolphin. The river surroundings are also home to more than 300 species of migrant and resident birds.

There is also the Nahargarh Biological Park and Nahargarh Zoological Park to explore, and Sambhar Lake, one of the largest inland salt lakes. The Madhvendra Palace, built by Sawai Ram Singh for his nine queens, is another popular tourist destination. It is a palace with nine apartments decorated with flower motifs and murals. Of course, one could also venture into Jaipur city and see all the wondrous sights it offers.

[image: Masque At Nahargarh Ranthambhore. Masque Bombay]
Masque At Nahargarh Ranthambhore. (Photo: Masque Bombay)
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AN IDYLLIC WEEKEND

To combine a weekend of safaris, sightseeing, luxury and fine food, the best time to visit Nahargarh would be during the "Masque At Nahargarh Ranthambhore", which is held annually. It is a celebration of India's food, culture and diversity.

GETTING THERE

AirAsia is the only airline that flies from Bangkok to Jaipur directly. You can also fly to Delhi on Thai Airways or Indigo and then onwards to Jaipur International Airport. Indian visas can be obtained online.
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