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Republican Policy Bill Would Add $2.4 Trillion to Debt, Budget Office Says

The estimate from the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office is all but certain to inflame an already intense debate inside the G.O.P. about the fiscal consequences of its bill to enact President Trump's agenda.

The president's signature domestic policy bill squeezed through the House last month after Speaker Mike Johnson struck deals to mollify holdout factions of his party. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Andrew Duehren
Reporting from Washington


Jun 04, 2025 at 03:48 PM

The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office said on Wednesday that the broad Republican bill to cut taxes and slash some federal programs would add $2.4 trillion to the already soaring national debt over the next decade, in an analysis that was all but certain to inflame concerns that President Trump's domestic agenda would lead to excessive government borrowing.

The budget office's estimate focused on the version of the bill that passed the House late last month, but the tally could change as Republicans in the Senate begin to put their imprint on the legislation. G.O.P. lawmakers there want to deepen some of the bill's tax cuts, while others are pressing to pare back some its cuts to Medicaid, the government health care program for the poor, and clean-energy tax incentives.


Conservatives and Wall Street investors had already expressed grave concerns that the measure would swell federal deficits, and some Senate Republicans have said they cannot back the legislation in its current form for that reason. That could derail the bill's progress, given that the party can afford to lose no more than three votes in the Senate if all Democrats vote against it.

The United States government currently has roughly $29 trillion in public debt, and the budget office had previously forecast that it would grow by roughly $21 trillion over the next decade, reaching nearly $50 trillion in 2034, as a growing share of Americans take advantage of government retirement support. With a roughly $3.8 trillion tax cut at its core, the Republican bill had long been expected to significantly add to that debt and make a precarious situation worse.

Hard-right lawmakers in the House demanded that the G.O.P. use its total control of Washington to also slash spending and contain the cost of the legislation. The cuts it included were ultimately significant, with changes to Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act that the budget office projected would save roughly $1 trillion over a decade while also resulting in nearly 11 million Americans losing their health insurance.

But even with the bill's cuts, which also include substantial reductions to food stamps, Republicans have fallen well short of their stated goal of covering the cost of the legislation and improving the nation's fiscal standing.

That has drawn cries of protest from some in the party, highlighting a fundamental disconnect between fiscal conservatives in the Republican Party and Mr. Trump, who does not share their aversion to debt and has pledged not to pursue the kind of structural changes that would rein it in.

That divide became clear this week as the president attacked Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky, one of the Republicans opposing the bill because of its cost. Elon Musk, the billionaire technology executive who had led Mr. Trump's effort to slash government spending, echoed Mr. Paul's concerns, blasting the legislation as an "abomination" that would "burden America citizens with crushingly unsustainable debt."

To defend the measure, some Republicans and White House aides have taken to attacking the budget office as politically motivated and unreliable, though several other nonpartisan, independent groups have also concluded that the bill would add significantly the debt.

Some administration officials have also trotted out a series of other familiar arguments to discount concerns about the bill's effects on the debt. Chief among them is that the tax cuts would help the economy grow, thus paying for themselves.

Under this thinking, the tax cuts help people make more money and therefore pay more in taxes, even if their tax rates are lower. The budget office analysis released on Wednesday did not explore the possible economic effects of the legislation, but a previous estimate from the Joint Committee on Taxation, another nonpartisan office, showed that the tax cuts would generate almost no additional economic growth.

The budget office's analysis also may not fully account for the costs of the bill. The borrowing that would be necessary to finance it would cost the government roughly $560 billion in additional interest payments, according to the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget.

On top of that, several of the tax cuts -- including Mr. Trump's campaign pledges to not tax tips and overtime pay -- would last for only a few years. Those cuts would become far more costly if, as almost always happens with major tax reductions, they were eventually extended. A Joint Committee on Taxation analysis requested by Democrats found that extending those measures would add an additional $1.7 trillion in debt.

Republicans last used this strategy in 2017, when they first put into place many of the tax cuts they are now seeking to make permanent. Back then, they scheduled many of the largest tax cuts, like lower individual income rates and a larger standard deduction, to end this year so that the overall cost of the legislation would fall under $1.5 trillion.

The ultimate judge of America's debt problem is Wall Street. Global investors have long been happy to keep lending the government money, even as Congress increased spending and cut taxes. But in recent weeks, some analysts have started to question whether investor appetite for American debt could start to wane, a change that could raise borrowing costs across the economy, including for the government itself.

Moody's downgraded the credit rating of the United States last month, the last of the major rating firms to cast some doubt on the country's ability to pay its bills.

Margot Sanger-Katz contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/04/us/politics/trump-policy-bill-deficit-estimate.html
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Electricity Prices Are Surging. The G.O.P. Megabill Could Push Them Higher.

The combination of a data center boom, rising gas exports and cuts to clean energy tax breaks could spike American energy bills, analysts say.

Electricity demand is surging for the first time in decades, partly because of data centers needed for A.I., and power companies are already struggling to keep up. Brandon Bell/Getty Images



By Brad Plumer and Rebecca F. Elliott



Jun 04, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The cost of electricity is rising across the country, forcing Americans to pay more on their monthly bills and squeezing manufacturers and small businesses that rely on cheap power.

And some of President Trump's policies risk making things worse, despite his promises to slash energy prices, companies and researchers say.

This week, the Senate is taking up Mr. Trump's sweeping domestic policy bill, which has already passed the House. In its current form, that bill would abruptly end most of the Biden-era federal tax credits for low-carbon sources of electricity like wind, solar, batteries and geothermal power.

Repealing those credits could increase the average family's energy bill by as much as $400 per year within a decade, according to several studies published this year.

The studies rely on similar reasoning: Electricity demand is surging for the first time in decades, partly because of data centers needed for artificial intelligence, and power companies are already struggling to keep up. Ending tax breaks for solar panels, wind turbines and batteries would make them more expensive and less plentiful, increasing demand for energy from power plants that burn natural gas.

That could push up the price of gas, which currently generates 43 percent of America's electricity.

On top of that, the Trump administration's efforts to sell more gas overseas could further hike prices, while Mr. Trump's new tariffs on steel, aluminum and other materials would raise the cost of transmission lines and other electrical equipment.

These cascading events could lead to further painful increases in electric bills.

"There's a lot of concern about some pretty big price spikes," said Rich Powell, chief executive of the Clean Energy Buyers Association, which represents companies that have committed to buying renewable energy, including General Motors, Honda, Intel and Microsoft.

A study commissioned by the association found that repealing the clean electricity credits could cause power prices to surge more than 13 percent in states like Arizona, Kansas, New Jersey and North Carolina and lead to thousands of job losses nationwide by 2032.

Trump administration officials, along with many in the gas industry, disagree. They argue that Mr. Trump's efforts to make it easier and cheaper to drill and to build pipelines will lower electricity prices over the long term. They also say wind and solar power technologies have already received subsidies for decades and that expanding them too rapidly risks making the electric grid less reliable.

Meta's Eagle Mountain Data Center under construction in Utah last November. Christie Hemm Klok for The New York Times


"President Trump's agenda is to lower the cost of oil production in the United States, lower the cost of natural gas production in the United States -- that ultimately will lead to lower average prices and at the same time profitability for businesses," said Ben Dietderich, an Energy Department spokesman.

He added that "prices are going to move up and down in the short term," but that the administration was focused on policies "that will deliver long-lasting prosperity."

While government forecasters expect electricity prices to rise quickly over the next two years, they predict gasoline prices for cars will fall, offsetting some household costs. Oil prices have already declined nearly 20 percent since Mr. Trump took office, partly because of concerns that his tariffs could slow global economic growth.

Still, the threat of rising electricity bills has made some lawmakers nervous about scrapping federal support for clean energy.

"Given rising energy demand, it is imperative that any modifications to the tax code avoid worsening the economic pressures that American households and businesses already face," Senator Lisa Murkowski, Republican of Alaska, wrote in a letter with three fellow Republicans in April. Repealing some tax breaks "would translate into immediate utility bill increases, placing additional strain on hardworking Americans," they wrote.

Why electricity prices have been rising

Since 2022, U.S. residential electricity prices have risen 13 percent on average, outpacing inflation, according to the Energy Information Administration. In New England, the Mid-Atlantic and the West Coast, prices are increasing even faster.

The shocks are also being felt in places like Ohio, where this month rates are rising by 26 percent, on average -- hundreds of dollars more per year for many families -- as energy-hungry data centers flood the state.

The causes of rising rates are complex. In California, utilities face soaring costs from worsening wildfires. Elsewhere, power companies are spending tens of billions of dollars to upgrade aging electric grids and prepare for weather disasters, electric vehicles and growing amounts of renewable energy. Transmission and distribution costs have been soaring and now make up nearly 40 percent of power bills.

One big driver has been fluctuating natural gas prices. After Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022, gas prices spiked and so did electricity bills. While gas prices fell to record lows last year, they are expected to nearly double this year and climb further in 2026, as demand rises at home and the U.S. sells more of its gas abroad.

Dropping fire retardant on the Palisades fire in Los Angeles in January. Loren Elliott for The New York Times


The United States already exports roughly 11 percent of its gas in the form of liquefied natural gas, or L.N.G., much of it to European and Asian countries willing to pay a premium. U.S. export capacity is set to nearly double by 2028 while tech companies are demanding ever more gas power for data centers.

"L.N.G. was already a tidal wave of demand and now you've just got on top of it these other forces," said Gordon Huddleston, president and partner of Dallas-based Aethon Energy, one of the largest privately held gas producers in the country. "Every real estate guy in Dallas is running around developing a data center."

On top of that, the cost of building gas power plants has nearly tripled since 2022, and power companies now face wait times of five years or more for new gas turbines. Tariffs are also making it more expensive to drill for natural gas by raising the cost of equipment such as steel pipe.

Many businesses fear a strain.

"Whenever there's an inadequate supply of natural gas or electricity, manufacturing's the first thing to be curtailed," said Paul Cicio, president of the Industrial Energy Consumers of America, a trade association that represents energy-intensive manufacturers in steel, aluminum, plastics, chemicals and paper.

Mr. Cicio said that this past winter, pipeline operators told some of his member companies to curb their gas use because of inadequate supplies.

In 2020, 34 million households reported difficulties in paying their energy bills or said they kept their homes at unsafe temperatures because of cost concerns.

The crunch comes as the Trump administration wants to end the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program, a $4 billion federal fund that helps 6.2 million people from Texas to Maine pay for high heating and cooling bills. The White House called the program "unnecessary," and said families would be helped by policies that lowered energy prices.

"We've got millions of families that are already struggling to pay their bills," said Mark Wolfe, executive director of the National Energy Assistance Directors Association. "Now you bring in extreme temperatures, record heat, and it's a very bad situation."

A fight over power bills

There are several competing ideas to ease electricity prices.

One strategy, popular with the oil and gas industry, is to expand gas production and ease permitting for new pipelines.

Natural gas "is still the most cost-effective energy solution out there," said Toby Rice, chief executive of Pittsburgh-based gas producer EQT. One of the biggest drivers of rising prices, he said, was a lack of pipelines. "It's the bottlenecks that have been created."

The Cheniere Texas LNG facility in Portland, Texas. Callaghan O'Hare/Reuters


But many power companies and analysts argue that the clean electricity tax credits are essential for keeping a lid on power prices in the near term.

That's because companies were already planning to build a bunch of wind, solar and batteries in the next few years, which account for 95 percent of electric capacity waiting to connect to grids, and utilities can pass through savings from the tax credits for these projects to consumers. The Edison Electric Institute, a utility trade association, estimates that the tax breaks would save Americans $45 billion on their bills through 2031.

Another argument is that the tax credits can help protect against the risk of volatile gas prices by encouraging alternatives, including both renewable energy and longer-term technologies like nuclear or geothermal power.

"If we do anything to impede increased supply, that will clearly hurt the consumer," said Ron Silvestri, a portfolio manager at investment firm Neuberger Berman who specializes in power and energy infrastructure. Mr. Silvestri called the House's proposed rollbacks of clean-energy tax credits a "worst-case scenario."

Regardless of the fate of the energy tax credits, experts say rising electricity prices will continue to roil policy debates. Some industrial consumers are already urging restrictions on L.N.G. exports. Other groups are pressing state regulators to scrutinize utility spending on transmission upgrades, arguing that companies often inflate costs.

"We're facing a huge affordability crisis in America," said Charles Hua, a former Energy Department adviser who recently founded PowerLines, a nonprofit organization focused on modernizing utility regulations to cut power bills. "This issue is not going away."

Ivan Penn contributed reporting




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/04/climate/electricity-prices-republican-big-beautiful-bill.html
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Republicans Try to Discredit Experts Warning About the Cost of Tax Cuts

President Trump and his allies have united around a new foe: the economists and budget experts who have warned about the costs of Republicans' tax ambitions.

President Trump's allies were trying to discredit the findings of experts even before the new forecast that their signature legislation would add $2.4 trillion to the federal debt.



By Tony Romm
Reporting from Washington


Jun 04, 2025 at 05:13 PM

Even before House Republicans learned the full price of their tax package on Wednesday, one of the bill's chief authors, Representative Jason Smith of Missouri, was sowing doubt about the accuracy of the estimate.

"I'm skeptical," Mr. Smith quipped at an event last month when asked about the coming analysis of the legislation's cost. "Unless I like the number, I'm against the number."

In the bitter war over the nation's fiscal future, President Trump and his Republican allies have united around a new foe: the economists and budget experts who have warned about the costs of the party's tax ambitions. Republican leaders have set about trying to discredit any hint of unfavorable accounting on their signature legislation as they race to enact it before the president's self-imposed July 4 deadline.

The latest estimate arrived on Wednesday, projecting that the sprawling bill endorsed by Mr. Trump could add about $2.4 trillion to the federal debt over the next decade.

By then, though, the package of tax, spending and welfare cuts had already ignited an intense wave of political attacks and recriminations. While Republicans scrambled to cast their proposal as fiscally responsible, Wall Street was getting the jitters about the nation's growing debt burden. The tech executive Elon Musk, having left behind his role seeking to slash government spending for Mr. Trump, savaged the bill again on social media on Wednesday, calling for new legislation to be drafted that "doesn't massively grow the deficit."

Most economists -- from nonpartisan government watchdogs as well as outside tax analysts across the political spectrum -- have concluded that the bill passed by House Republicans, which is now being considered by the Senate, could exacerbate the nation's fiscal imbalance while contributing less in economic growth than Mr. Trump forecasts.

But party leaders have rejected those assessments, choosing to present a rosier interpretation of their bill. They reserved their fiercest criticism for the Congressional Budget Office, a team of nonpartisan aides who helped to author the price check issued on Wednesday. Mr. Trump and his advisers have tried to paint the budget office as historically inaccurate and overly political.

The attacks are hardly novel. Democrats and Republicans alike have long sniped over official cost estimates in bids to defend their legislation. Nor have the Congressional Budget Office and its peers always offered accurate predictions about the permutations of legislation and the ways in which those changes could alter the trajectory of a complex economy over time.

But the Republican criticisms have taken on greater significance under Mr. Trump, whose administration broadly has looked to undercut experts in Washington while raising the odds that the party could advance a bill without a full reckoning of its costs.

"By trying to sort-of game the referee on these questions, members of Congress are going to miss the fundamental issue of whether this bill is an appropriate response, given where we are with the deficit and debt," said Jonathan W. Burks, the executive vice president for economic policy at the Bipartisan Policy Center, who previously served Republicans including former Speaker Paul Ryan.

A spokeswoman for the Congressional Budget Office, which is run by Phillip L. Swagel, an economist who served under President George W. Bush, declined to comment.

A spokesman for Mr. Smith, who chairs the House Ways and Means Committee, declined to comment.

The Republican bill extends many of the tax cuts Mr. Trump enacted in 2017, while advancing some of his new campaign promises, such as his pledge to end taxes on tips and overtime. To pay for these ambitions, Republicans proposed about $1.7 trillion in savings targeting a range of antipoverty programs.

But the cuts alone do not offset the total price of the bill, according to congressional findings, which align with other forecasts.

The Budget Lab at Yale, for example, found the Republican proposal could add $2.4 trillion to the debt by 2034. The Penn Wharton Budget Model estimated it would raise deficits by $2.8 trillion over a 10-year period. And the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, a nonprofit public policy organization that supports deficit reduction, pegged the uncovered cost at $3.3 trillion over the next nine years.

All three organizations, which used different timelines, models and assumptions, found the bill would deliver meager gains in economic growth, which in turn would generate little in added revenues.

"It's not just the congressional scorekeepers that find this bill would increase the deficit," said Erica York, the vice president for federal tax policy at the Tax Foundation. "It's everyone outside of Congress, too."

Ms. York's think tank, which generally favors lower taxes, found the Republican bill would increase the debt by more than $2.5 trillion over the next 10 years.

"And when all the models are in unison -- yes, this will increase the deficit; no, it will not do much for growth -- it really doesn't make sense to triple down on the strategy to blame the scorekeeper," Ms. York added. "The legislation is the problem."

Citing an extension of tax cuts as a potential driver of U.S. debt, which now exceeds $36 trillion, the ratings firm Moody's last month downgraded the nation's credit. Yet Republicans have overwhelmingly rejected the negative assessments, even suggesting at times that the tax cuts technically cost nothing, since some of them were already in place.

"To say this is a big spending bill is fundamentally not true," said Russell T. Vought, the White House budget director, who added that "it will help us deal with debt."

Republicans have opted to "shoot the messenger," said Douglas Holtz-Eakin, a Republican economist who led the Congressional Budget Office from 2003 to 2005.

Republicans have reserved their fiercest criticism for the Congressional Budget Office, a nonpartisan scorekeeper that helped to author the latest price check issued this week. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


Appearing on Fox News last week, Speaker Mike Johnson said the tax bill would deliver the "largest amount of savings in the history of government on planet Earth."

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent at one point likened the budget office and its methodology to the scandal-ridden, failed company Enron. Newt Gingrich, the former speaker of the House, said last month that it was a "fake budget office."

And Representative Jodey C. Arrington, a Texas Republican who leads the House Budget Committee, said at a recent hearing that the bill amounted to a major "step to begin bending the curve" on federal debt.

Top White House aides this week also pointed to the president's tariffs, arguing that the steep duties he has threatened to apply to nearly every U.S. trading partner would generate significant revenue. In a separate report on Wednesday, the budget office found that tariffs could reduce deficits by about $3 trillion over 10 years.

But many of the tariffs are in legal limbo after a court ruling last month, all the while the Trump administration is racing to strike a series of trade deals with other countries. If the United States lowers its tariff rates, either because of a judge's order or through negotiations, then the government would collect less revenue.

The Congressional Budget Office prohibits employees from engaging in political activities that could be seen as undermining its neutrality. Despite this, Karoline Leavitt, the White House press secretary, criticized it on Tuesday, suggesting that the office had a partisan bias because there "hasn't been a single staffer" who has "contributed to a Republican since the year 2000."

While the office issues budgetary reports on legislation, it does not estimate changes to the tax code, which falls to the Joint Committee on Taxation. That office plays a key advisory role in the legislative drafting process, yet it largely has escaped Republicans' ire.

Douglas W. Elmendorf, a Democratic economist who served as the director of the budget office from 2009 to 2015, said the nonpartisan experts were crucial for "bringing the best professional evidence to bear and laying out the consequences of policy choices to Congress as honestly as they can."

But the nature of its work -- "predicting the future," in the words of Mr. Elmendorf -- also subjects the office and its peers to a great deal of political risk.

In one high-profile example, the Joint Committee on Taxation discovered after Democrats adopted their signature legislation in 2022, the Inflation Reduction Act, that it would cost hundreds of billions of dollars more than anticipated.

The discrepancy owed in large part to greater demand for one of the bill's components, a set of tax credits for electric vehicle purchases that President Joseph R. Biden Jr. offered on more generous terms than scorekeepers had anticipated. But Republicans seized on that mishap, seeing it as evidence of political bias in the budget office's work.

"If we as lawmakers have to make decisions based on C.B.O. and Joint Tax's analysis, you betcha it better be right," Mr. Smith charged at a hearing in February. "And it hasn't been."

Republicans also contend that congressional analysts fail to account for the ways that their new tax measure can unlock economic growth -- and, in the process, generate higher tax revenues.

By the White House's estimation, the Republican tax proposal could raise output by as much as about 5 percent in the short term, compared with what might happen without the bill.

"Obviously, we think our forecast is right, and the other forecasts are wrong," said Stephen Miran, the chairman of the White House Council of Economic Advisers.

But the White House analysis appeared to be premised in part on the bill extending a set of generous corporate tax deductions on a permanent basis, something that House Republicans did not actually propose. A White House spokesman did not respond to a request for comment.

Using a different metric, congressional tax analysts found that Republicans' specific changes to the tax code would increase the average growth rate in U.S. output by only 0.03 percent annually. That mirrored findings from many outside economists, including at Penn Wharton, which projected that the output would be just 0.4 percent higher by 2034.

Asked about the estimate, Mr. Miran said last month that Penn Wharton had a "track record of being wrong." He argued that experts had failed to appreciate the full effect of Mr. Trump's 2017 tax cuts, saying they generated more than $1 trillion in revenue beyond what had been forecast.

But Marc Goldwein, a senior vice president at the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, questioned that figure. He said revenues matched forecasts until the pandemic, later surging for reasons that included price inflation.

Mr. Goldwein stressed that there was an urgent need for unbiased policy advice in Washington.

"Without that," he said, "you have chaos."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/04/us/politics/trump-budget-bill-republicans-tax-cuts.html
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Trump Wants America to Make Things Again. Does It Have What It Takes?

President Trump wants to revive factories, using tariffs as a tool. Companies that want to re-shore manufacturing are grappling with how to do it.

The Saitex factory in Dong Nai, Vietnam, makes 500,000 pairs of jeans a month, more than seven times what its U.S. factory turns out.



By Alexandra Stevenson
Reporting from Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam


Jun 04, 2025 at 05:00 AM

President Trump ignited a global trade war on a gamble that taxing other countries' goods would bring jobs and factories "roaring back" to the United States.

Many business leaders are skeptical. Some are incredulous. Sanjeev Bahl is optimistic.

From his factory in Los Angeles, Mr. Bahl oversees around 250 people who sew, cut and distress jeans for brands like Everlane, J. Crew and Ralph Lauren. They stitch together 70,000 pairs of jeans a month. America, he insisted, can make stuff again.

But there is a catch. The operation works only because his company, Saitex, runs a much bigger factory and fabric mill in southern Vietnam where thousands of workers churn out 500,000 pairs of jeans a month.

Mr. Trump's tariffs have upended supply chains, walloped businesses and focused the minds of corporate leaders on one question: Does America have what it takes to bring jobs back?

In many industries, the undertaking would take years, if not decades. The United States lacks nearly every part of the manufacturing ecosystem -- the workers, the training, the technology and the government support.

"There are some harsh realities," said Matt Priest, chief executive of the Footwear Distributors and Retailers of America, a trade group.

Saitex makes jeans for brands like Everlane, J. Crew and Ralph Lauren. Linh Pham for The New York Times


At the Saitex factory in Vietnam, workers stitched jeans at lightning speed, fabric flying through the air. Linh Pham for The New York Times


At a spray carousel, a robot precisely mimicked a worker's motions as it sprayed denim. Linh Pham for The New York Times


And Mr. Trump's strategy is shrouded in uncertainty. Last month, he said, "We're not looking to make sneakers and T-shirts" in the United States. But his steepest tariffs, set to take effect in July, were directed at countries that make clothes and shoes for sale to Americans. Vietnam, at 46 percent, was one of the hardest hit.

Those tariffs, intended to push companies to bring factory work home, were deemed illegal by a ruling last week by the U.S. Court of International Trade. That decision was temporarily paused by a different court, giving judges time to evaluate an appeal by the Trump administration. Amid all the legal wrangling, Mr. Trump has promised to find other ways to disrupt the rules of trade.

Mr. Trump has exposed the difficulties in closing the vast distances, geographical and logistical, between where many products are made and where they are consumed. The gulf was laid bare during the Covid-19 pandemic, when strict health policies in Asian countries led to the shutdown of factories. When they reopened, orders had piled up and snarled shipping routes trying to ferry goods across thousands of miles.

Sanjeev Bahl, chief executive of Saitex, at the company's Los Angeles factory. Tag Christof for The New York Times


American factories are already short about 500,000 workers, according to Wells Fargo economists. Tag Christof for The New York Times

Despite Mr. Bahl's desire to manufacture more in the United States, challenges include an absence of major zipper and button suppliers in America. Tag Christof for The New York Times


For executives like Mr. Bahl of Saitex, the turmoil caused by Mr. Trump's trade policies has brought fresh urgency to the challenges of managing global supply chains.

"The extended fear and uncertainty that Covid brought was unforeseen," Mr. Bahl said. "There was nothing that could help us except survival instinct."

In response, Saitex opened a factory in Los Angeles in 2021. Since Mr. Trump announced his intention to impose steep tariffs on Vietnam, Mr. Bahl has been thinking about how much more he can make in the United States. He could probably bring about 20 percent of production to the States, up from 10 percent today, he said.

He believes Saitex could be a blueprint for other apparel companies. "We could be the catalyst of the hypothesis that manufacturing can be brought back to the United States," he said. But his experience highlights how hard it would be.

There are no mills in America on the scale of what the industry needs, nor major zipper and button suppliers. The cost of running a factory is high. Then there is the labor problem: There just aren't enough workers.

Video: The Denim Making Process

At the Saitex factory, hundreds of workers push panels of jeans through sewing machines, and their work is augmented by machines that can stitch labels onto a dozen shirts at a time, or laser a distressed pattern onto multiple jeans.

American factories are already struggling to fill around 500,000 manufacturing jobs, according to estimates by Wells Fargo economists. They calculate that to get manufacturing as a share of employment back to the 1970s peak that Mr. Trump has sometimes called for, new factories would have to open and hire 22 million people. There are currently 7.2 million unemployed people.

Mr. Trump's crackdown on immigration has made things worse.

Factory jobs moved overseas to countries, like Vietnam, that had growing populations and young people looking for jobs to pull themselves out of poverty. The future that Mr. Trump envisions, with millions of factory jobs, would have to include immigrants seeking that same opportunity in the United States.

Steve Lamar, the chief executive of the American Apparel and Footwear Association, an industry lobby group, said there was a gap between a "romantic notion about manufacturing" and the availability of American workers.

"A lot of people say we should be making more clothing in the U.S., but when you ask them, they don't want to sit in the factory, nor do they want their kids to sit in the factory," he said. "The problem is that there aren't any other people around," he added.

There aren't enough workers to fill manufacturing jobs in the United States. Factory jobs have shifted overseas to countries like Vietnam, where a young work force sought a path out of poverty. Linh Pham for The New York Times


Fabric being processed. Saitex ships American cotton to Vietnam, where the company's mill turns it into fabric. Linh Pham for The New York Times


Mass production in America is tough. A sewing machine operator earns $4,000 a month in Los Angeles, compared with $500 in Vietnam. Linh Pham for The New York Times


At Saitex's Los Angeles factory, most of the workers come from countries like Mexico, Guatemala and El Salvador.

Some 97 percent of the clothes and shoes that Americans buy are imported for cost reasons. Companies that make everything in the United States include firms like Federal Prison Industries, also known as Unicor, which employs convicts to make military uniforms for less than minimum wage, Mr. Lamar said.

Other companies make some of their fashion lines in the United States, like New Balance and Ralph Lauren. Others are playing around with a model where they make small batches of clothes in the United States to test designs and determine their popularity before commissioning big orders -- usually from factories in other countries.

It is hard to make things in great volume in America. For Mr. Bahl, it boils down to the cost of a sewing machine operator. In Los Angeles, that person gets paid around $4,000 a month. In Vietnam, it is $500.

In Saitex's factory there, which Mr. Bahl set up in 2012 in Dong Nai Province, an hour's drive from Ho Chi Minh City, more than a dozen sewing lines are neatly laid out and humming six days a week.

On a recent day, hundreds of workers pushed panels of jeans through sewing machines so quickly that the fabrics, briefly suspended in the air, looked as though they were flying. The work was augmented by sophisticated machines that can stitch labels onto a dozen shirts at a time, or laser a distressed pattern onto multiple jeans. Nearby, at a spray carousel, a robot mimicked the precise movements of a worker spraying denim.

Saitex has plowed around $150 million into Vietnam, where its factory recycles 98 percent of its water, air dries its denim and uses technology to reduce carbon dioxide emissions and cut down on labor-intensive practices. Linh Pham for The New York Times


Packages of raw cotton imported from the United States are stored at the fabric mill. Linh Pham for The New York Times

Yarn being dyed in Saitex's Vietnamese factory. Linh Pham for The New York Times


"The speed is much higher in Vietnam," said Gilles Cousin, a plant manager overseeing the sewing section.

If Mr. Trump really wants to bring jobs back, Mr. Bahl said, he should give some tariff exemptions to companies like Saitex that are doing more in the United States. American factories like his can't expand without importing many of the things that go into their finished products. For its part, Saitex ships bales of American cotton to Vietnam, where its two-story mill turns fluffy cotton lint into thread and, eventually, rolls of dyed fabric. That fabric is then shipped back to the United States for his Los Angeles factory.

Until there is enough momentum from companies making things in the United States, the fabric, zippers and buttons will have to be brought into the country.

Moving production from overseas would require huge investments, too. Saitex has plowed around $150 million in Vietnam, where its factory recycles 98 percent of its water, air dries its denim and uses technology to reduce carbon dioxide emissions and cut down on labor-intensive practices. In the United States, Saitex has spent around $25 million. These are long-term commitments that take at least seven years to recover, according to Mr. Bahl.

Ultimately, if Mr. Trump decided to stick to his original 46 percent tariff on Vietnam and Saitex could not soften the financial blow, it would have to look to other markets to sell the products it made in Vietnam -- like Europe, where it sends about half of what it currently makes.

"But then," Mr. Bahl said from Los Angeles, "what happens to our factory here?"

"The speed is much higher in Vietnam," said Gilles Cousin, a plant manager overseeing the sewing section. Linh Pham for The New York Times


After the cotton is turned into fabric, it is shipped back to the United States for the Saitex Los Angeles factory. Linh Pham for The New York Times


If President Trump sticks to his original 46 percent tariff on Vietnam, Saitex would have to look to other markets to sell the products it made there.  Linh Pham for The New York Times
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Higher U.S. Tariffs on Steel and Aluminum Imports Take Effect

President Trump has doubled the rate on foreign metals to 50%, saying the levies weren't high enough to help the U.S. industry.

Companies that import steel for their products will now pay higher costs as a result of President Trump's latest increase in tariffs on foreign steel and aluminum. Patrick Junker for The New York Times



By Ana Swanson and Ian Austen
Ana Swanson reported from Washington, and Ian Austen from Ottawa.


Jun 04, 2025 at 05:02 AM

U.S. tariffs on steel and aluminum imports doubled on Wednesday, as President Trump continued to ratchet up levies on foreign metals that he claims will help revitalize American steel mills and aluminum smelters.

The White House called the increased tariffs, which rose to 50 percent from 25 percent just after midnight Eastern time, a matter of addressing "trade practices that undermine national security." They were announced during Mr. Trump's visit to a mill run by U.S. Steel last week, and appear to be aimed at currying favor with steelworkers and the steel industry, including those in swing states like Pennsylvania, where U.S. Steel is based.

The higher levies have already rankled close allies that sell metal to the United States, including Canada, Mexico and Europe. They have also sent alarms to automakers, plane manufacturers, home builders, oil drillers and other companies that rely on buying metals.

In an executive order, Mr. Trump said the higher tariffs would "more effectively counter foreign countries that continue to offload low-priced, excess steel and aluminum in the United States market and thereby undercut the competitiveness of the United States steel and aluminum industries."

Kevin Dempsey, the president of the American Iron and Steel Institute, an industry group, praised the move. He said China and other countries oversupplied the international market, making it harder for U.S. producers to compete.

"Given these challenging international conditions that show no signs of improvement, this tariff action will help prevent new surges in imports that would injure American steel producers and their workers," Mr. Dempsey said.

But companies that use steel and aluminum to make their products criticized the tariffs, saying they would add costs for American consumers.

Robert Budway, the president of the Can Manufacturers Institute, said doubling the steel tariff would further increase the cost of canned goods at the grocery store.

"This cost is levied upon millions of American families relying on canned foods picked and packed by U.S. farmers and can makers," he said.

The increase Wednesday is the latest in a mounting array of import taxes that Mr. Trump has announced since returning to the Oval Office in January, including the 25 percent tariff on steel and aluminum in March. Taken together, the president's trade tactics have increased concerns of a global downturn and heightened corporate America's worries about the cost of doing business.

Economists have pointed out that tariffs on factory inputs such as metals risk slowing U.S. manufacturing, since they raise prices for factories. By adding to the cost of making cars, drilling for oil and building data centers, higher steel tariffs could slow other goals of the Trump administration.

An economic analysis published by the U.S. International Trade Commission, an independent, bipartisan government agency, suggested that while the steel and aluminum tariffs levied in Mr. Trump's first term helped American steel and aluminum producers, they hurt the broader economy by raising prices for many other industries, including automaking.

U.S. unions and major companies like Cleveland-Cliffs and U.S. Steel, which have significant lobbying networks, have argued that tariffs are necessary to keep them in business. After struggling financially for years, U.S. Steel agreed in late 2023 to be acquired by Nippon Steel of Japan, though Mr. Trump will make the final call on whether the merger can go through.

Foreign governments have bristled at the idea that their steel exports are a national security threat to the United States, in part because American demand for the metals far exceeds the country's current ability to produce them.

Canada is the largest foreign supplier of both steel and aluminum to the United States. Mexico, Brazil, South Korea and Germany are major suppliers of steel, while the United Arab Emirates, China and South Korea provide the United States with small amounts of aluminum.


On Wednesday, President Claudia Sheinbaum of Mexico called the increased tariffs an unjust order with no legal basis. She also warned that her country could react next week with its own measures.

"We disagree with it, we don't think it's fair or sustainable because it makes everything more expensive," she said, adding that Mexican officials are set to meet with their U.S. counterparts to negotiate a deal. "If this is not achieved, then we will also be announcing some measures that we must necessarily take to protect and strengthen jobs. It's not a matter of revenge or retaliation."

Mexico's steel trade with the United States has historically shown a deficit, meaning Mexico imports more steel than it exports.

On Tuesday, Marcelo Ebrard, Mexico's economy minister, said that the country would demand to be spared from the latest tariffs. Britain was granted an exemption from the steel and aluminum levies as part of a preliminary deal the two nations struck last month, and it remains to be seen if other countries receive similar treatment as part of trade deals.

Canada, which is both the largest exporter of steel to the United States and the largest importer of American steel, followed the initial 25 percent tariff from Mr. Trump with a retaliatory tariff. But in order to allow manufacturers to adjust and find new sources of supply, it suspended the tariffs' start until October.

Some Canadian steel manufacturers have said they believe overseas producers are now selling steel once intended for the U.S. market in Canada at unfairly low prices.

Prime Minister Mark Carney said on Wednesday that Canada would not respond immediately to the escalation. "We are in intensive discussions right now with the Americans on the trading relationship," he said, adding: "Those discussions are progressing."

Unifor, Canada's largest private sector union, was among the groups that called for immediate retaliation on Wednesday. They were joined by Doug Ford, the premier of Ontario, the province where the three largest Canadian steel makers are.

"We can't sit back and let President Trump steamroll us," Mr. Ford told reporters in Toronto. "Every single day that it goes by gives uncertainty through the sectors, it adds additional cost on the steel. So we need to react immediately."

Catherine Cobden, the president of the Canadian Steel Producers Association, a trade group, said in a statement that doubling the tariff on imported steel "essentially closes the U.S. market to our domestic industry."

The previous 25 percent tariff on steel already had an effect on Canada's producers. The steel association estimates that since the tariff took effect in March, steel shipments to the United States from Canada have fallen 30 percent.

"Steel tariffs at this level will create mass disruption and negative consequences across our highly integrated steel supply chains and customers on both sides of the border," Ms. Cobden said.

The Aluminium Association of Canada said in a statement on Tuesday that the expanded tariff "makes Canadian exports to the U.S. economically unviable" and that "the industry may be forced to diversify trade toward the European Union."

Electricity accounts for about 40 percent of the cost of smelting aluminum, and the trade group estimated that replacing Canadian aluminum with American production would require the expansion of U.S. power generation equivalent to four Hoover Dams.

"The Canadian industry supports the U.S. goal of increasing domestic aluminum production capacity from 50 percent to 80 percent," the group said. "Punitive tariffs do not create the certainty needed for long-term, capital-intensive investments. Even with higher domestic output, the U.S. will continue to rely on substantial aluminum imports."

Industry analysts have said the U.S. tariffs so far have not significantly curbed shipments from Canadian aluminum mills. The U.S. aluminum industry is too small to significantly replace imports from Canada without expansion and investment.

Century Aluminum, a U.S. aluminum maker, said last year that it would build the first new aluminum smelter in the United States in half a century, doubling domestic production. But the United States would remain dependent on imports for most of its aluminum.

Emiliano Rodriguez Mega contributed reporting.
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Can This 14-Year-Old Football Star Become a High School Millionaire?

Major brands and local sponsors have offered lucrative deals to high school, and even younger, stars who promote their products.

Kaden Coleman-Bennett has been famous in youth football circles since he was 9.



By Joe Drape
Reporting from John Hayden Johnson Middle School in Washington


Jun 01, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Brittany Coleman's son Kaden had just turned 10 when youth football coaches started pressing envelopes with thousands of dollars into her hand. They wanted Kaden to play for their club teams in Maryland, in New Jersey and across the Mid-Atlantic.

Ms. Coleman always refused. Payments for top players, an open secret in youth sports, weren't allowed, and she didn't want to tarnish her son.

But as Kaden has grown to become one of the best eighth-grade football players in the country, there is now a legal, and potentially far more lucrative, way for him to profit from his talent.

Just as college athletes can now be paid for their athletic talent through so-called name, image and likeness, or N.I.L., deals -- which compensate players for the use of their image in commercials and other promotional material -- so can students as young as middle school.

Last summer, Ms. Coleman allowed Kaden to sign sponsorship deals with a local fashion brand, Second N Six, and an athletic gear company. Kaden also has an agent to help him with future deals.

Ms. Coleman declined to say how much money her son had received so far, but she's clear about her aspirations for him. "I'll tell you what the goal is," said Ms. Coleman, a counselor in the District of Columbia's public school system. "The goal is for him to reach a million dollars his freshman year of high school."

Brittany Coleman wants her son Kaden, an eighth grader, to reach a million dollars' worth of deals in his next school year. Maansi Srivastava for The New York Times


Since the National Collegiate Athletic Association began allowing N.I.L. deals in 2021 after years of increasing legal and political pressure, money has poured into college athletics, turning star young players into multimillionaires and raising the already high stakes for student-athletes and their families.

Now, at least 41 states and the District of Columbia have policies through their athletic associations allowing N.I.L. agreements for high school students, and many allow deals for students in middle school, according to Opendorse, a platform for N.I.L. deals. About two years ago, one sports marketing agency signed an N.I.L. deal with a youth football player in Los Angeles who was only 9 years old.

Major brands such as Reebok, Gatorade and Leaf Trading Cards have offered lucrative deals to a handful of high school football and basketball stars, and local businesses like real estate companies and restaurants participate as well. The deals can range from modest -- free clothing and food -- to seven figures from major brands.

"In compensating minors, you just hope that they have someone responsible acting on their behalf," said David Ridpath, a professor of sports business at Ohio University.

Seeking the best path for her son, Ms. Coleman has found an ally in Mike Sharrieff, Kaden's coach at John Hayden Johnson Middle School. He anticipated the N.I.L. gold rush's trickling down to youth sports and was ready for it.

One day in April, Coach Mike, as he's known, sat at the head of a lunch table monitoring his players' after-school study hall, as he does each day. Coach Mike is broad-shouldered with a booming voice and a lighthouse smile. His football team, the Panthers, was dressed for the workout that would follow, in black shorts and T-shirts, both emblazoned with a Panther logo. When a stranger walked in, the middle schoolers stood up, introducing themselves one by one and offering a handshake.

Mike Sharrieff has built a football powerhouse at John Hayden Johnson Middle School in Washington. Maansi Srivastava for The New York Times


Over 22 years, the coach has built a football powerhouse and become a pillar of Washington's Ward 8 neighborhood by making the Johnson school more like a clubhouse. The days start with early-morning workouts. They end with study halls that keep Mr. Sharrieff's boys (and girls) on its grounds until 8 p.m. into the summer months so they can maintain the 3.0 grade-point average required to play for his team.

For good reason. Despite the cranes and pastel-colored houses and apartments going up that give Ward 8 a veneer of gentrification, it remains a rough neighborhood. The rate of gun violence is the second highest in the city, while the poverty rate is more than double the U.S. average.

By all measures, Johnson's football program is a success.

Under Mr. Sharrieff, the Panthers are 192-25, have won nine city championships and are perennially ranked in the top five nationally. Seven Johnson alumni have played in the National Football League.

"People belong somewhere but not everywhere," he said. "I found my somewhere."

Mr. Sharrieff is not a fan of the N.I.L. system. He wonders how healthy could it be paying children. How damaging is it to the hierarchy of a locker room?

The middle school is a pillar of Washington's Ward 8 neighborhood  Maansi Srivastava for The New York Times




But Mr. Sharrieff knew these deals were inevitable in youth sports and felt that if he ignored them, he would be shirking his duties as an educator. He had a half-dozen players with deals this past season, he said, and expects that number to double next fall.

"College already has become pro football, high school is finding its market, and there were already some foxes trying to get in my henhouse," Mr. Sharrieff said. 

He has taught each player how to open a savings account and brought in a bank representative to talk to parents. The students must pass a financial competency test, and take lessons in handling social media and the news media. Those who secure N.I.L. deals must maintain a 3.5 grade-point average.

"College already has become pro football, high school is finding its market," Mr. Sharrieff said. Maansi Srivastava for The New York Times


"I'm here to make sure they are dealing with reputable people and that they won't disrupt what we are trying to do here," Mr. Sharrieff said.

Kaden Coleman-Bennett, 14, has been famous in youth football circles since he was 9. He has played more than 140 games for club teams that traveled to Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Florida, where his team won the Battle Youth National Championship.

In the summers, he attends football camps, where his performance has prompted verbal offers for scholarships from both Syracuse and Virginia Tech. He is also an honors student and is already taking advanced classes.

In the fall, Kaden will attend DeMatha Catholic High School, a national powerhouse in football, on an academic scholarship.

Kaden is used to awkward approaches from adults wanting him to play for their teams. He has been recruited for every kind of team imaginable -- travel, high school, all-star teams. When he was 9, one coach asked him for his Cash App handle.

"I had to tell him I didn't have a phone," Kaden said.

Ms. Coleman admits that she has a hard time grasping her son's celebrity. Kaden never wanted to play football. He likes drawing and science. He wasn't eager to get hit. Yet he was a natural the moment he stepped on the field. Now, 5 feet 8 inches and 165 pounds, Kaden is a fast, punishing running back with excellent balance and high football I.Q.

While Ms. Coleman and Kaden were standing outside school one day this spring, a group of high school students passed by and started calling out to her son. He didn't know them.

"They were like, 'There's No. 0,'" referring to Kaden's uniform number, she said, "and making a fuss over him. It is so unreal. I haven't gotten used to it."

There is a downside as well. His highlights are circulated in youth football communities on social media, along with plenty of hate. Ms. Coleman will not let her son on Facebook.

"There are adults who say terrible things about him," she said.

Last season, Mr. Sharrieff helped Kaden's mother vet would-be sponsors, including an offer from the clothing brand Second N Six.

Keith Hardy, the founder of Second N Six, said Kaden was "going to blow up even more in high school."  Maansi Srivastava for The New York Times


Keith Hardy, the founder of Second N Six, had struck deals with high school players before, but Kaden was his first middle school player. Kaden has more than 9,400 Instagram followers, but highlights of his performances reach tens of thousands more across social media. For wearing and posting about Second N Six, Kaden gets free swag to wear and a commission on sales of certain items.

In a world where social media turns out content creators at a dizzying pace, it pays for marketers to attach themselves to athletes no matter their age.

"It is a bet on Kaden's future, that he is going to blow up even more in high school and wherever he goes to college," Mr. Hardy said.

Ms. Coleman knows that money from football can bring life-changing opportunities for her son, but as a truancy counselor in Southeast Washington she has seen talented young people like Kaden be taken advantage of by hustlers and hangers on, some of them family members.

To guide her son through more complicated and, she hopes, more lucrative future deals, Ms. Coleman reached out to a childhood friend, Terrence Jackson, who is an N.F.L. agent. At first, Mr. Jackson said, he was reluctant to represent his friend's son.

"But I have a 13-year-old daughter who is a model, and she has an agent," Mr. Jackson said.

For now, he said, he will not take a commission, which for N.I.L. agents can range from 10 to 20 percent. He is getting to know his new client, working on a marketing plan and revamping Kaden's social media platforms.

Kaden knows that the $1 million goal might be aspirational, but he has promised his mother that he will continue making his grades, doing his workouts and, well, being a good son.

"The only people out there who touch a million dollars are in the N.F.L. or in college," he said. "With a lot of help, I have hit all my goals so far. I know how to stay focused."

Audio produced by Sarah Diamond.


Read by Joe Drape
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A Student at Brown Channeled Elon Musk. Then He Got in Trouble.

A conservative student newspaper had DOGE-style questions about the work of Brown University staff. Its writers were summoned to disciplinary hearings.

Alex Shieh sent some pointed questions for his new publication, The Brown Spectator. Rachel Hulin for The New York Times



By Jeremy W. Peters



Jun 04, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Thousands of administrative employees at Brown University woke up this spring to an email with pointed Elon Musk-like questions about their job responsibilities.

Please describe your role, it asked. What tasks have you performed in the past week? How would Brown students be affected if your job didn't exist?

The March 18 email was from a sophomore, Alex Shieh, who explained that the responses would be included in a story for The Brown Spectator, a new, as yet unpublished conservative newspaper on campus.

His questions were undoubtedly sensitive for elite universities like Brown, where the cost of tuition, housing and other fees has risen to $93,000. Critics, including President Trump, accuse the schools of padding their budgets with redundant layers of deans and associate deans, bloated diversity programs and niche academic divisions.

Many recipients of the email, including those in the Office of Student Conduct and Community Standards, were not amused -- no doubt aware that Mr. Musk, whose Department of Government Efficiency was ripping like a hacksaw through the federal bureaucracy, had asked government employees similar kinds of questions.

Two days later, Brown notified Mr. Shieh that he was under investigation for possible violations of the university's code of student conduct, including its prohibitions on invasion of privacy, misrepresentation and emotional or psychological harm.

With that, his case -- and that of two Spectator students who were later placed under investigation -- became the latest flashpoint in the free speech wars on American college campuses.

Brown eventually cleared all three students of wrongdoing. But their case is yet another example of how universities continue to struggle with protecting the rights of students to express themselves on campus, after years of trying to adjudicate just when political expression tips into harassment.

The Trump administration is threatening to block $510 million in federal contracts and grants for the university,  Robert Nickelsberg/Getty Images


The story quickly became a cause on the right -- more evidence, conservatives said, that higher education is stacked against them and needs the government to step in to force reform. Fox News, Charlie Kirk and The New York Post ran with stories about what they saw as this new affront. And on Wednesday, Mr. Shieh testified before a House committee investigating high tuition costs.

Brown was already under political pressure. The Trump administration is threatening to block $510 million in federal contracts and grants for the university, part of a campaign to hold universities accountable for tolerating pro-Palestinian activism that many Jewish students and faculty saw as antisemitic.

A spokesman for Brown said that the university followed a standard procedure for students accused of conduct violations, and that this case was no different.

"Brown proceeded in complete accordance with free expression guarantees and appropriate procedural safeguards under University policies and applicable law," Brian Clark, the spokesman, said.

Universities are generally able to impose restrictions on some speech in the name of fostering respect and tolerance.

But "just because the school can regulate something generally doesn't mean they should -- or that they can weaponize those regulations against a certain speaker," said Dominic Coletti, of the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, a free-speech advocacy group that intervened in Mr. Shieh's case and urged Brown to drop its investigation.

Mr. Shieh, a computer science-economics major, has been something of a campus gadfly, known as "the Fox News kid" for his involvement in conservative politics and occasional national media appearances.

Early in the semester, he and about a dozen other students were discussing the relaunch of The Brown Spectator, which had been defunct for a decade. They agreed to do an article on the increase in administrative positions at the university, an issue throughout academia that critics say illustrates how colleges have strayed from their core educational functions. 

Then in February, when Mr. Musk demanded that federal workers justify their jobs or risk termination, Mr. Shieh borrowed the idea.

First, he created a database that listed all 3,800 staff and administrative positions at Brown and categorized them based on an A.I.-powered analysis of the work each position entailed. Then, when he sent the email on March 18, Mr. Shieh included a link to his website along with the questions about job responsibilities. He also asked employees to comment on his characterizations of their work, since not all of them were flattering.

Mr. Shieh said that he was trying to make a universal point about the cost of higher education.

"It's not inherently conservative to want to make education more affordable," he said.

The vast majority of the people who received the email ignored it. Some complained to the university. A few replies seemed to forget the Queen's English.

But several employees described the value of their jobs: among them, a teaching assistant with 95 students; a financial coordinator who handles office expenses; an actor who role-plays a sick patient for medical students.

Brown says its administrative staff of 3,800 has expanded to support a growing number of students and projects it undertakes as a top research university. Between 2014 and 2024, undergraduate enrollment rose by 18 percent, and graduate student enrollment by 59 percent.

At first, Mr. Shieh's email caused some confusion because The Spectator was not known on campus. To ensure their independence, the students said they did not register with the university, nor were they required to. (They did register with the state of Rhode Island, where Brown is located, as a nonprofit corporation in February.)

The university had concerns that Mr. Shieh, who is listed in public filings as the publisher of The Spectator, had falsely presented himself as a reporter and had improperly accessed university data systems containing staff information, most of which was publicly available. Some employees took umbrage with having their jobs described as wasteful and insignificant.

After some discussions with Mr. Shieh and representatives from FIRE, Brown decided to drop the misrepresentation charge. But the university also added a new allegation: trademark infringement. It accused Mr. Shieh of using the university's name in the Spectator's title without permission.

After his colleagues at The Brown Spectator published an editorial arguing that a vibrant campus depended on "the freedom to ask hard questions, publish unpopular opinions, and hold powerful institutions to account" -- hardly a controversial position -- the university notified two of them that they could face discipline for a trademark violation as well.

Benjamin Marcus, editor in chief of The Spectator, said that before publishing its editorial, he and the managing editor joked, "There's no way they're going to charge us."

Both students soon learned their confidence was misplaced. Even so, Mr. Marcus said that his disciplinary experience felt like a relief compared with his experience on campus as an Orthodox Jew and supporter of Israel. Brown, unlike many other schools, called in the police relatively early when student protesters occupied university property, resulting in dozens of arrests. But some students felt that the university had allowed a hostile atmosphere toward Jews to take root.

"I got heckled, spit at, flipped off," Mr. Marcus said. "It was very rough."

To then face disciplinary action from the university -- with finals approaching -- was confusing, he said.

"I don't want to pick a fight with the university," said Mr. Marcus, who is also president of the College Republicans. "I just want the paper to be alive and well."

Last week, the university released a formal values statement that its president said was intended to articulate in "plain, uncomplicated terms" a commitment to learning "without interference or censorship." For the first time, Brown also adopted a formal policy to forgo any public statements "on topics unrelated to its mission."

Glenn Loury, the economics professor at Brown, who taught Mr. Shieh. Bea Oyster for The New York Times


Glenn C. Loury, an economics professor at Brown known for his contrarian views, said that it was encouraging to see the campus, and higher education in general, make what he considered small commitments to free speech.

Still, he said, "I don't expect universities to be remade overnight."

In the meantime, he suggested that Brown may have inadvertently lifted the prospects for both Mr. Shieh and The Spectator.

"He seems to be having a good time," Dr. Loury said of Mr. Shieh, whom he has taught and found to be smart, driven and self-aware. "Going after these kids wasn't the wisest move."

After a 10-year hiatus, the first issues of The Brown Spectator started appearing on campus last month -- 700 copies, according to Mr. Marcus. Before distributing them, he said, The Spectator notified the university.
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Edmund White, Pioneer of Gay Literature, Is Dead at 85

He mined his own varied catalog of sexual experiences in more than 30 books of fiction and explicitly candid memoirs.

Edmund White in 2020. His output was almost equally divided between fiction and nonfiction. Many of his books were critical successes, and several were best-sellers.



By Fred A. Bernstein



Jun 04, 2025 at 12:33 PM

Edmund White, who mined his own life story, including his vast and varied catalog of sexual experiences, in more than 30 books of fiction and nonfiction and hundreds of articles and essays, becoming a grandee of the New York literary world for more than half a century, died on Tuesday at his home in Manhattan. He was 85.

His death was confirmed by his husband, Michael Carroll, who said Mr. White had collapsed while weakened by "a vicious stomach bug." The precise cause of death is unknown. Mr. White had been H.I.V. positive since the 1980s and survived two major strokes in 2012 and a heart attack in 2014.

Mr. White's output was almost equally divided between fiction and nonfiction. Many of his books were critical successes, and several were best-sellers. The Chicago Tribune labeled him "the godfather of queer lit."

The New York Times called "Forgetting Elena" (1973), about the rituals of gay life on a fictionalized Fire Island, "an astonishing first novel." Random House


He was a star almost from the beginning. The New York Times called "Forgetting Elena" (1973), about the rituals of gay life on a fictionalized Fire Island, "an astonishing first novel, obsessively fussy, and yet uncannily beautiful." His second novel, "Nocturnes for the King of Naples" (1978), took the form of letters from a young gay man to his deceased ex-lover. 

Mr. White's semi-autobiographical novels include "The Farewell Symphony" (1997), which follows an unnamed protagonist into adulthood and through the AIDS crisis. Knopf


"A Boy's Own Story" (1982), a tale of coming out set in the 1950s, was narrated by a teenager who bore more than a passing resemblance to a young Mr. White. His other semi-autobiographical novels, "The Beautiful Room Is Empty" (1988) and "The Farewell Symphony" (1997), follow the same unnamed protagonist into adulthood during the 1960s, then through the horrors of AIDS as he approaches middle age.

His nonfiction works included a number of memoirs. "My Lives" (2005), one of his best-reviewed books, chronicles his first 65 years, with chapter titles that include "My Shrinks," "My Hustlers" and "My Blonds." He zeroed in on his life in 1960s and '70s New York with "City Boy" (2009), and on his life away from New York with "Inside a Pearl: My Years in Paris" (2014).

Earlier this year, he published "The Loves of My Life" -- a "sex memoir," as he called it -- which describes encounters with some of the 3,000 men he said he'd had sex with. In a review, Alexandra Jacobs of The New York Times called it X-rated, "as in explicit, yes, but also excavatory and excellent."

Earlier this year, Mr. White published "The Loves of My Life," which describes encounters with some of the 3,000 men he said he'd had sex with. Bloomsbury Publishing


Biographies and a Travelogue

His nonfiction works also include biographies of the French authors Jean Genet, Marcel Proust and Arthur Rimbaud.

Over the seven years that Mr. White spent researching and writing "Genet" (1994), he traveled extensively, visiting the far-flung haunts of his peripatetic subject. His frequent companion was Hubert Sorin, a young French architect whom Mr. White called "the love of my life" and who died of AIDS in 1994.

The "Joy of Gay Sex" (1977), a how-to based on the 1972 best seller "The Joy of Sex," was a groundbreaking effort that became somewhat obsolete once fears of H.I.V. made safe sex necessary. Its co-author was Charles Silverstein, a therapist who had been treating Mr. White until a publisher suggested that they collaborate, not knowing they were already well acquainted.

Other nonfiction books included "States of Desire" (1980), a travelogue of gay America on the eve of the AIDS epidemic. Mr. White visited a dozen U.S. cities and regions, where old and new acquaintances helped him investigate gay life. But he later had second thoughts about the book. In an afterword to its sequel, "States of Desire Revisited" (2014), he noted that the first book gives "a strangely lopsided view of American gay life."

Specifically, he wrote, it "scants older men and married men, it says nothing of gay Asians or gay Jews, it largely overlooks gay working-class men."

"Worse," he added, "it gives highly colored but doubtlessly distorted views of the cities I write about. My only justification is to point to my method: these are travel notes in which I recorded my impressions."

Mr. White in 2016. This year, he published "The Loves of My Life" -- a "sex memoir," as he called it -- describing encounters with some of the numerous men he said he'd had sex with. Ethan Hill for The New York Times


A Complicated Youth

Edmund Valentine White III was born in Cincinnati, the second child of Delilah (Teddlie) White, a school psychologist, and Edmund Valentine White II, a chemical engineer who, according to his son, was "a famous womanizer." But that was the least of the sexual complications in Mr. White's childhood. He wrote that his father had molested Edmund's older sister, Margaret Ann, and that he, Edmund, had fantasized about seducing the elder Mr. White. When Mr. White was 7, he wrote, his father left his wife for a younger woman.

After his parents divorced he moved between Ohio, Michigan, Illinois and Texas as his mother sought steady employment. He spent summers at his father's cottage in Walloon Lake, Mich.

At the Cranbrook School for Boys, outside Detroit, his writing was notorious. Sex, he wrote in "The Unpunished Vice," "had already become my great theme in all its many forms." He went on to study Chinese at the University of Michigan, having turned down Harvard because his therapist in Detroit insisted that he continue treatment there.

After graduating in 1962, Mr. White moved to New York, where he worked for Time-Life Books and did his own writing at night.

Mr. White in 2000 in the Chelsea section of Manhattan, where he lived with his husband, Michael Carroll. David Corio, via Michael Ochs Archive/Getty Images


Mr. White was passing by the Stonewall Inn, a popular gay bar in Greenwich Village, during the early morning of June 28, 1969, when the police raided it and were met by fierce resistance by patrons in what became known as the Stonewall Riot. Forty year later, in "City Boy," Mr. White wrote of the significance of Stonewall:

"Up till that moment we had all thought that homosexuality was a medical term. Suddenly we saw that we could be a minority group -- with rights, a culture, an agenda."

He left Time-Life later that year. He spent six months in Rome in 1970, then moved to San Francisco to work as an editor for The Saturday Review. He returned to New York in 1973 and threw himself into his writing. He often found sex by cruising the streets or the piers but, he told T magazine in 2024, "to make myself stay in and write, I would hire hustlers."

Therapy was a constant in Mr. White's life. His mother was a school psychologist who, in Mr. White's telling, had practiced on her son, administering a series of Rorschach tests at home and diagnosing him as "borderline psychotic." While Edmund was still an adolescent, a psychiatrist labeled him "unsalvageable."

For several decades, Mr. White's therapists, with his encouragement, tried to "cure" him of homosexuality, which at the time was considered a mental illness. A more successful form of therapy was writing. Writing, he told The Sydney Morning Herald in 2006, "has always been my recourse when I've tried to make sense of my experience or when it's been very painful."

He began that form of therapy early. "When I was 15 years old," he said in the same interview, "I wrote my first novel about being gay, at a time when there were no other gay novels. So I was really inventing a genre."

It was an invention to which he devoted much of his career. While some of his peers tried to separate their sexuality from their work, Mr. White embraced the term "gay writer." As he explained in "City Boy" "If I'd been straight, I would have been an entirely different person. I would never have turned toward writing with a burning desire to confess, to understand, to justify myself in the eyes of others."

In "City Boy" (2009), Mr. White zeroed in on his life in 1960s and '70s New York. Bloomsbury


His Sex Life: An Open Book

His life provided ample material for the prolific writer he was. "White has accumulated enough sexual partners," Peter Conrad wrote in The Guardian in 2005, "to fill the telephone directory of a moderate-sized city." 

Mr. White never suggested otherwise; he described countless encounters with a clarity that has shocked more than a few readers. In defense of his tendency to describe his sexual proclivities in detail, Mr. White wrote in "City Boy," "What we desire is crucial to who we are."

He began a relationship with Mr. Carroll, a writer 25 years his junior, in 1995. The men lived together in the Chelsea neighborhood of Manhattan and married in 2013. But Mr. White had no intention of being monogamous. In 2006, he told The Sydney Morning Herald that their relationship "is probably like an 18th-century marriage in France."

"You know," he said, "where you each have lovers and you go your own way sexually but you esteem each other, you're totally devoted."

In addition to his husband, he is survived by his sister, Margaret Ann.

Mr. White often searched for "masters" who would dominate him. He was in his 60s when one sadomasochistic relationship, with an out-of-work actor half his age, ended. "I completely fell apart," he wrote in 2018 in "The Unpunished Vice: A Life of Reading." Though he had endured painful breakups before, this time, he wrote, "I was crying all the time, even in the train, even in front of my students."

In "The Unpunished Vice: A Life of Reading" (2018), Mr. White recounted a sadomasochistic relationship he had with an out-of-work actor half his age. When it ended, he wrote, "I completely fell apart."  Bloomsbury Publishing


Again he used writing as therapy. He continued: "I wrote about my master as faithfully and honestly as I could, and I even read the chapter out loud to him for his approval, which he gave me at the time. Later he felt I'd 'used' him, but by then it was too late; the book was already published."

Mr. White in 2019 accepting an award. He won many awards for his writing, and was a finalist in 1994 for the Pulitzer Prize for his biography of the French author Jean Genet. Karsten Moran for The New York Times


Mr. White was a finalist for a Pulitzer Prize in 1994 for his biography of Mr. Genet. He won countless other awards (though few for his many plays, which tended to be unsuccessful); he also sat on many award juries. He taught writing at several universities, including Princeton, where he was on the faculty from 1999 to 2018.

He was one of seven members of The Violet Quill, a gay writers' group founded in 1979 that included the soon-to-be celebrated authors Andrew Holleran and Felice Picano. The members met regularly to critique one another's work. In 1982, he helped found the group Gay Men's Health Crisis in New York City.

Mr. White in 1988 in Paris. He had moved there in 1983 for a one-year Guggenheim Fellowship and ended up staying. Sophie Bassouls/Sygma, via Getty Images


In 1983, he moved to Paris, where he planned to spend a year on a Guggenheim Fellowship but ended up staying until 1998. He discovered that he was H.I.V. positive in 1985. Four of the seven members of the Violet Quill succumbed to AIDS, as did his two closest friends, the literary critic David Kalstone and his editor at Dutton, Bill Whitehead, as well as scores of other friends and lovers.

 In 2000, interviewed by The Guardian, Mr. White reflected on living into old age while so many gay men had died young.

"I do feel some degree of guilt," he said. "It's also hard not to feel numb, and the worst thing for a writer is to feel numb. Your natural tendency is to want to forget; but your deepest sense of duty and obligation is to history and to the people you knew and loved."

Mr. White produced some of his most original work while in his 80s, including "A Previous Life" (2022). Bloomsbury


Mr. White had many decades to fulfill that obligation. He produced some of his most original work while in his 80s. In "A Previous Life" (2022), a married man and woman holed up in a ski chalet in 2050 share their sexual histories, including details of the husband's affair 30 years earlier with an elderly writer. The writer is named Edmund White.

"Setting the book in 2050 enables White to express anxiety about his legacy, the fear of becoming 'a writer no one's ever heard of except for a few old queens,'" the journalist Marshall Heyman wrote in The New York Times Book Review. He added, "That seems unlikely.''
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The (Failed) Beer Run that Could Change Canada

Gerard Comeau fought back after being fined for bringing too much beer into his province. He lost the battle, but may yet win the war.

"If you're going to be a country, you've got to be open to trade between the provinces," Gerard Comeau said. The police fined him for bringing too much beer from Quebec to New Brunswick. Chris Donovan for The New York Times



By Norimitsu Onishi
Reporting from Tracadie-Sheila and Paquetville, New Brunswick


Jun 04, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Some called it the greatest beer run in Canadian history, a beer run for the ages, a beer run that in its very failure provoked questions about nationhood and the identity of Canada itself.

Back in 2012, Gerard Comeau, a power utility lineman, slipped back into his home province of New Brunswick in his Honda Accord with a trunk full of cheap beer bought in Quebec. The police stopped him, confiscated the beer and fined him for bringing too much of it into New Brunswick.

The soft-spoken Mr. Comeau fought back -- all the way to the nation's highest court -- because of the questions his case raised. Didn't Canada's founding Constitution Act guarantee free trade across the land? Why were there so many barriers inside Canada, with each province and territory acting like fiefdoms? Why was it easier for a brewery in Quebec to export to France than to neighboring New Brunswick? Was Canada even a real country?

"If you're going to be a country, you've got to be open to trade between the provinces," Mr. Comeau, now 71 and retired, said. "But everybody's separate right now."

Though Mr. Comeau lost his case in Canada's Supreme Court in 2018, recent geopolitical and national developments are nudging Canada in his favor.

Faced with President Trump's economic tariffs, Prime Minister Mark Carney has made it a priority to remove barriers among Canada's 10 provinces and three territories -- regulations that block the free flow of goods or make it difficult to do business among provinces. Doing so would create a stronger national economy and make Canada less dependent on the United States, he has argued, vowing to launch Canada's biggest economic transformation since the end of World War II.

Prime Minister Mark Carney has made it a priority to remove barriers among Canada's 10 provinces and three territories. Cole Burston for The New York Times


Mr. Carney has vowed to eliminate federal barriers before Canada Day on July 1, but he will need the cooperation of the provinces and territories, which have their own barriers. Several provinces have already passed legislation or signed agreements with other provinces to remove them.

And, most significantly for Mr. Comeau, the New Brunswick government, which had successfully fought him all the way to the Supreme Court, recently announced that it would amend the province's Liquor Control Act as part of an overall push to increase trade with other provinces.

Residents of New Brunswick would now be free to buy alcohol directly from elsewhere in Canada and bring as much as they wanted back to New Brunswick.

"Calling this Gerard Comeau's revenge is fair comment," said Arnold Schwisberg, one of the lawyers who represented Mr. Comeau.

Mr. Comeau's Supreme Court battle made him a folk hero, with craft breweries creating new beers in his honor. For here was a Canadian Everyman fighting for a time-honored practice -- buying cheaper beer, gas and countless other goods on a run across provincial lines or to the United States.

The price of alcohol -- whose sales are managed across Canada mostly by provincial governments -- can vary greatly by geography. In New Brunswick, people have long gone to stock up in Quebec where alcohol is cheaper.

"Everybody was following L'Affaire Comeau," said Michel McGraw, the owner of Cafe Jukebox, a bar across the street from Mr. Comeau's apartment in Tracadie-Sheila, a small French-speaking town on New Brunswick's northeastern coast.

A Liquor store in Paquetville, New Brunswick. The price of alcohol -- whose sales are managed across Canada mostly by provincial governments -- can vary greatly by province. Chris Donovan for The New York Times


After the 2018 ruling, Mr. Comeau returned to a life of anonymity. He savored the small pleasures of retirement after 28 years at New Brunswick's power company. He had been rereading every National Geographic issue since 1974, when one of his sisters gave him a gift subscription. (He was up to 1986.)

Every morning after waking up at 5 a.m., Mr. Comeau turned on the news, and recent headlines had made him crack open a printed copy of the judge's ruling in his case. The sudden breakdown of free trade with the United States, Canadian politicians' move to compensate by eliminating internal barriers, Mr. Trump's hostile questioning of Canada's viability as a nation -- these were all themes raised by his court case.

"Canada is in a bind because we depend too much on the U.S. for trade," Mr. Comeau said with a twinkle in his eye, laying the ruling on his kitchen table. "We need to create more trade inside Canada and with other countries, with Europe and Asia."

The funny thing is that Mr. Comeau had never been much of a beer drinker.

When he was caught in a sting in 2012, the police found 354 bottles or cans of beer, as well as three bottles of liquor, in his trunk. That was well over the limit that New Brunswick residents could legally bring back -- about 20 cans or bottles of beer, and one bottle of liquor.

Most of the beer was for co-workers at the power company. He was visiting a friend in Quebec, about a two-hour drive from Tracadie-Sheila, and asked his friends whether they wanted him to pick up some liquor -- as many New Brunswickers did.

Mr. Comeau's Supreme Court battle made him a folk hero, with craft breweries creating new beers in his honor. Chris Donovan for The New York Times


On a fine Saturday morning, Mr. Comeau had crossed a bridge back into New Brunswick -- tailed, unbeknownst to him, by cops who had watched him load up in Quebec. Mr. Comeau was about to pass a beat-up Ford when he was pulled over. He was fined about $292 and was one of 17 people caught in the dragnet.

News of the sting outraged many in New Brunswick, including a criminal lawyer named Mikael Bernard, who, as a teenager, had regularly bought cold ones in Quebec, where they were not only cheaper but the legal drinking age was also 18 years old, one year younger than in his home province.

"I thought it a little bit odd that there was this big police sting on beer, which of course is a legal product within my own country, and the amount of resources that were being utilized to ticket New Brunswickers," Mr. Bernard recalled.

Mr. Bernard joined forces with Toronto-based lawyers, including Mr. Schwisberg, who had been itching to challenge interprovincial alcohol barriers on Constitutional grounds.

The lawyers placed an ad in a local newspaper offering to represent, pro bono, those caught in the sting. Mr. Bernard warned the half dozen who answered that the case could drag on for years and that it would attract news media attention.

Only Mr. Comeau was game, precisely because he, too, had Constitutional matters on his mind. A co-worker had done some Googling and found a section of Canada's 1867 Constitution Act that appeared to guarantee the free movement of beer and other goods across provinces and territories.

"I'm not a computer man too much," Mr. Comeau said. "But he showed me in the Constitution: Section 121."

Sebastien Roy, the co-owner of Fils du Roy, a gin distillery in Paquetville, New Brunswick, said he exports to France and Switzerland -- but not inside Canada because of interprovincial barriers. Chris Donovan for The New York Times


When Canada, a former British colony, became a country with confederation in 1867, Section 121 of its founding Constitution Act declared that all goods "would be admitted free into each of the other Provinces."

Section 121 was written in direct reaction to the United States' decision to abruptly terminate a decade-old free trade treaty with Canada a year earlier, in 1866.

"The Fathers of Confederation had seen their economic order upended," Ryan Manucha, an expert on trade barriers at the C.D. Howe Institute, a research institute, said, referring to the participants in the conference that led to confederation. "So they needed a robust domestic economy."

A New Brunswick court sided with Mr. Comeau. But after the province appealed, the case moved to the Supreme Court.

"We argued that the case went to the core of how Canada was originally conceived," Mr. Schwisberg said.

The other provinces and territories joined New Brunswick in arguing that Mr. Comeau was wrong. The Supreme Court said in a unanimous decision that there was no Constitutional guarantee of free trade inside Canada. According to Canadian federalism, provinces "should be allowed leeway to manage the passage of goods."

Still, Canada is now moving to remove those barriers -- panicking, as it did in the 1860s, about the loss of the American market. But many remain skeptical, given the eternal tensions in Canadian federalism between unifying and decentralizing.

After the 2018 ruling, Mr. Comeau returned to a life of anonymity. Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney has made removing provincial trade barriers a top priority. Chris Donovan for The New York Times


At the Fils du Roy, a gin distillery in Paquetville, New Brunswick, the co-owner, Sebastien Roy, said he exported to France and Switzerland -- but not inside Canada because of interprovincial barriers. That would not change unless provincial governments willingly gave up their grip on alcohol, he said.

"That means that, effectively, I still won't be able to sell my gin outside New Brunswick," Mr. Roy said, "even though, yes, Mr. Comeau will now be able to go buy beer in Quebec."

A couple of months after New Brunswick's decision to lift the restrictions, Mr. Comeau drove to Quebec to pick up a friend. He also went on a beer run, a modest one this time, coming back with just one case of Budweiser.
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Putin Intends to Respond to Ukraine Strikes on Russian Bombers, Trump Says

President Trump spoke with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia amid escalating attacks between Russia and Ukraine, even as their officials have been engaged in direct talks.

In a photo distributed by Russian state media, President Vladimir V. Putin holds a video meeting with government officials on Wednesday at the Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Moscow. Gavriil Grigorov/Sputnik



By Zolan Kanno-Youngs, Jonathan Swan, Ivan Nechepurenko and Marc Santora



Jun 04, 2025 at 06:37 PM

After Russia launched more than 1,000 drones per week at military and civilian targets in Ukraine in recent months, including more than 300 in a single night last week, Ukraine mounted an audacious drone attack on Russian strategic bomber bases on Sunday.

Now President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia has told President Trump that Russia would retaliate for the strikes on its bombers, Mr. Trump said on Wednesday, after their first conversation since the attack on Sunday, apparently dimming already faint hopes for a cease-fire.

"President Putin did say, and very strongly, that he will have to respond to the recent attack on the airfields," Mr. Trump said in a statement on social media.

Ukraine and Russia have been negotiating at Mr. Trump's urging, and said Wednesday that they would continue to meet, but Mr. Trump made no mention of the Russian leader's refusal to agree to the White House cease-fire proposal that Ukraine accepted weeks ago. Mr. Putin and President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine lashed out at each other on Wednesday, each accusing the other of sabotaging peace prospects with escalating attacks.

Mr. Trump described his call with the Russian leader, which lasted more than an hour, as a "good conversation, but not a conversation that will lead to immediate Peace."

Yuri Ushakov, a Kremlin foreign policy aide who briefed reporters on the call, did not say whether Mr. Putin had discussed retaliation. But he described Ukraine's government and its actions, including apparent attacks on railroads over the weekend, as "terrorist," disregarding that Russia initiated the war with its 2022 full-scale invasion and that in recent weeks it has stepped up its regular bombardment of Ukrainian cities and civilians.

Even so, he said Mr. Putin had told Mr. Trump that talks with Ukraine were "useful" and they would continue. "This doesn't mean we cannot hold negotiations which are needed to bring about some kind of settlement," Mr. Ushakov said.

Mr. Trump did not say in his statement if he had sought to discourage Mr. Putin from attacking Ukraine. The White House did not respond to questions inquiring if Mr. Trump had pushed back against Mr. Putin in the phone call.

Both the U.S. and Russian sides expressed optimism over the prospect of working together on another foreign policy priority: deterring Iran's nuclear capabilities.

Advisers say Mr. Trump is exasperated with the leaders of both Ukraine and Russia, but he has long reserved a special animosity for Mr. Zelensky. Mr. Trump has talked of cutting off the flow of weapons to Ukraine and has told aides repeatedly that Mr. Zelensky is a "bad guy" who is edging the world to the precipice of nuclear war. But at other times he has told them that he understood Ukraine fighting back against an enemy that seems determined to keep bombing its cities.

Mr. Trump tends to be more deferential to Mr. Putin, the aggressor in the conflict, although he has at times expressed disappointment. Before taking office, he promised to bring a quick end to the war, citing what he described as his "very, very good relationship" with the Russian leader.

He has considered adding more sanctions against Russia, but has so far held off from doing so. He has not said whether he will support a bipartisan Senate bill, led by his Republican ally Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, that would impose harsh economic penalties against Russia. But on Wednesday he shared on social media an article by the hawkish Washington Post columnist, Marc Thiessen, who argues that the sanctions bill would give Mr. Trump leverage over Mr. Putin.

After calling Mr. Putin "absolutely crazy" last month, Mr. Trump shifted his tone and said he wanted to give the Russian leader two weeks to show signs of progress. And on Wednesday he wanted Mr. Putin's help with Iran.

"Putin is emboldened by the belief that the West -- particularly Trump -- fears direct military confrontation more than anything," Ian Bremmer, the president of Eurasia Group, a geopolitical consulting group, wrote on Wednesday. He predicted Mr. Putin's response would be "heavier indiscriminate bombing of Ukrainian cities and infrastructure."

The attack on Russian air bases, some of them thousands of miles from Ukraine, used more than 100 drones launched from within Russia -- a strategic and symbolic blow to Moscow and an embarrassing demonstration of Russian vulnerability. It damaged or destroyed several long-range bombers, an integral part of Russia's ability to deliver nuclear weapons, which the Kremlin cherishes as one of the main pillars of its great power status.

Speaking at a meeting with high-ranking government officials in Russia, Mr. Putin did not mention that attack, focusing instead on the destruction, hours earlier, of two railroad bridges in regions bordering Ukraine, which caused a passenger train and a freight train to derail, killing seven people. Ukraine, which has claimed responsibility for the air base strikes, has not commented on the railway incidents.

After hearing a report from Russia's top investigator, who said that the railway attacks had been committed by Ukrainian special services, Mr. Putin accused Kyiv's leadership of ordering them to disrupt the second round of the Russian-Ukrainian talks that took place on Monday in Istanbul.

"They are asking for a summit meeting," Mr. Putin said, referring to Ukraine's request for an in-person meeting between him and Mr. Zelensky.

"But how can such meetings be held in these conditions?" Mr. Putin asked. "How can we negotiate with those who rely on terror?"

Mr. Ushakov said later that "Russia did not give in to the provocations" on Sunday, but went through with planned talks with Ukraine on Monday in Istanbul.

The recent Ukrainian attack notwithstanding, on the whole it is Russia that is on the offensive more than three years after it invaded, advancing on the battlefield and routinely bombarding Ukrainian cities -- and civilians -- with drones and missiles.

Mr. Zelensky, speaking at a news conference in Kyiv, accused Mr. Putin of stalling peace talks in order to delay a new package of American sanctions. He also said that the recent talks in Istanbul were never going to achieve a breakthrough because the Kremlin sent a delegation that had no authority to make decisions.

Mr. Zelensky repeated his call for a summit that could include himself, Mr. Putin and President Trump, and said that in order to give such a meeting a better chance of success, there should be an immediate cease-fire. But he again cast doubt on Mr. Putin's desire for peace.

"Why a cease-fire before the leaders' meeting?" he said. "Because we will meet, and if there is no understanding, no desire for de-escalation and no views on how to end it, then the cease-fire will end on the same day."

But, he said, "If we see that we can continue the dialogue and are ready for appropriate de-escalation steps, then we will continue the cease-fire."

Pressed by Mr. Trump, Ukraine and Russia have been engaged in direct dialogue for the first time since 2022, in meetings that have produced some small but tangible results: a prisoner exchange with another one possibly happening this weekend, and the return of the bodies of fallen soldiers.

Mr. Putin on Wednesday dismissed the idea of a temporary and full cease-fire.

"Not long ago, the Ukrainian authorities and their allies were dreaming of a strategic defeat for Russia on the battlefield," said Mr. Putin. "Today, amid massive losses and retreating along the entire line of contact, the Kyiv leadership has shifted to organizing terrorist attacks in an attempt to intimidate Russia, while simultaneously requesting a 30-day cease-fire."

Video: Ukraine Strikes Russian Air Bases in Large-Scale Drone Attack

Ukraine launched one of its broadest assaults of the war against air bases inside Russia, targeting sites from eastern Siberia to Russia's western border.

On the front lines of eastern and northeastern Ukraine, Russian forces have rapidly increased the pace of their advancements, capturing more territory than they had since last fall.

The escalating attacks point to the difficulty of negotiating a truce. On Monday, Russia gave Ukraine its conditions for both a potential cease-fire and a long-term peace deal. The terms listed the maximalist demands the Kremlin has made throughout the war, which have been flatly rejected by Kyiv as nothing short of capitulation.

Mr. Zelensky told reporters that Russia's proposals presented in Istanbul amounted to an "ultimatum" that the Kremlin knew Ukraine would never accept.

On Iran, Mr. Trump said on social media, "I stated to President Putin that Iran cannot have a nuclear weapon and, on this, I believe that we were in agreement."

"President Putin suggested that he will participate in the discussions with Iran and that he could, perhaps, be helpful in getting this brought to a rapid conclusion."

Russia joined in negotiating the 2015 Iran nuclear agreement that Mr. Trump later withdrew from, but the situation now is markedly different, with Iran having become a key supplier of the arms Russia uses against Ukraine.

The Trump administration sent Iran a proposal for a deal over the weekend, but on Wednesday, Iran's Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, dismissed the plan as "nonsense."

Zolan Kanno-Youngs and Jonathan Swan reported from Washington, Ivan Nechepurenko from Tbilisi, Georgia, and Marc Santora from Kyiv, Ukraine. Nataliya Vasilyeva contributed reporting from Istanbul.
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Jim Marshall, Iron Man Defensive End for the Vikings, Dies at 87

Part of Minnesota's famed unit the Purple People Eaters, he started a record 270 consecutive games. Also famously, he once scooped up a fumble and ran to the wrong end zone.

Jim Marshall, No. 70, was carried off the field on Dec. 9, 1979, after the Vikings defeated the Buffalo Bills, 10-3. It was Marshall's last home game in Minnesota. Jim Mone/Associated Press



By Jason M. Bailey



Jun 03, 2025 at 10:50 PM

Jim Marshall, a former Minnesota Viking who started in more consecutive N.F.L. games than any other defensive player, but who may be best remembered for romping 66 yards into the wrong end zone after recovering a fumble during a game in 1964, died on Tuesday in Minneapolis. He was 87.

His wife, Susan Landwehr Marshall, confirmed the death, in a hospital. She did not specify the cause but said he had been hospitalized for an extended period.

Marshall started every game for the Vikings over the franchise's first 19 seasons, making four Super Bowl appearances as part of Minnesota's formidable defensive line, known as the Purple People Eaters.

Marshall, bottom at left, was part of a fearsome Vikings defensive unit that included, from left, Alan Page, Gary Larsen and Carl Eller. Associated Press


When he retired after the 1979 season, two weeks before his 42nd birthday, he had started 270 consecutive regular-season games at defensive end. Quarterback Brett Favre broke that N.F.L. record decades later in his waning years with the Vikings, finishing with 297 consecutive starts.

Marshall also started in 19 playoff games during a dominant stretch for the Vikings, who won the N.F.C. Central division 10 times in 11 years across the 1960s and '70s. But although Minnesota advanced to four Super Bowls, it lost every one decisively. (The Vikings remain one of a dozen N.F.L. teams that have never won a Super Bowl.)

A lithe athlete, Marshall wielded a judoka's leverage and a boxer's quick hands to slide past heavier offensive linemen, using their own momentum as a springboard toward the passer. He attacked the quarterback's blind side and collected 130.5 career sacks, which did not become an official statistic until 1982.

Despite the inescapable contusions, strains and aches in an era of vicious hits and unrefined medical treatments, Marshall suited up Sunday after Sunday. To play on one game day, he sneaked out of a hospital where he was being treated for asthmatic bronchitis.

Marshall was "a physiological impossibility," Bud Grant, the longtime Vikings coach, told Sports Illustrated. "He just doesn't rip, bust or tear."

He was buttressed by two Hall of Famers -- Carl Eller and Alan Page -- on one of the best defensive lines in N.F.L. history. The teammates earned their nickname, which borrowed from a hit pop song and riffed on the Vikings' color scheme, by swallowing up quarterbacks.

The entire unit, including Gary Larsen, made the Pro Bowl after the 1969 regular season, when the Vikings only once allowed a team to score more than 14 points. Marshall recorded a career-high 14 sacks that year.

He finished his career with 30 fumble recoveries, among the most for an N.F.L. defender. The most indelible came in October 1964, when the Vikings stripped running back Billy Kilmer of the San Francisco 49ers (Kilmer later became a quarterback with the team) after he caught a pass in the fourth quarter.

Marshall as he ran 66 yards the wrong way into his own end zone for a safety after scooping up a fumble during a game against the San Francisco 49ers in October 1964. San Francisco Examiner, via Associated Press


As the ball settled into the grass at the San Francisco 34-yard line, Marshall pounced. But he had been trailing the play, and on regaining his balance took off in the wrong direction.

After jogging into the end zone and launching the ball toward the stands -- officially recording a two-point safety for the 49ers -- he began searching for teammates to celebrate with. Instead, it was San Francisco's center who ran up and patted him on the back. As reality set in, Marshall put his hands on his hips in exasperation.

Although the Vikings held on to win, 27-22, the play became a staple of football follies programs. Marshall never acted bitter.

"It took a lot of guts for me to go back on that field," he said about the gaffe in a 1994 television interview. "Because I took football very seriously, and I had made the biggest mistake that you could probably make."

Marshall in 1978. He led the Vikings in sacks for each of his first six seasons with the team. Jim Mone/Associated Press


James Lawrence Marshall was born on Dec. 30, 1937, in Danville, Ky., to George and Ann Marshall. Other than starring in football, his high school years in Columbus, Ohio, were not easy. His mother died while making him breakfast when he was 17, and as a teenager he would resell stolen hubcaps to earn some cash.

His athletic career blossomed at Ohio State, where he set school records in the shot put and discus and was named a football all-American the season after helping the team to win a national championship. In one game, a 14-14 tie against Purdue, he scored both Ohio State touchdowns, on an interception and a blocked punt.

Interested in a paycheck yet ineligible for the N.F.L. until his class at Ohio State graduated (a rule the N.F.L. changed in 1990), Marshall left college after his junior year to join the Canadian Football League. After one season with the Saskatchewan Roughriders, he was selected by the Cleveland Browns in the fourth round of the N.F.L. draft in 1960.

Marshall played in all 12 games as a rookie with the Browns. But after a mosquito bite in the off-season put him in a coma with encephalitis, an inflammation of the brain, he lost dozens of pounds and was traded to the Vikings, an expansion team established in 1961.

He proceeded to lead Minnesota in sacks (tying once) in each of the team's first six seasons, before Page arrived on the scene.

Marshall in action in 1974. Off the field, he was something of a daredevil as a frequent skydiver. Focus on Sport/Getty Images


As dependable as Marshall was on the field, he was a daredevil off it. He sky-dived hundreds of times during his playing career; the year after retiring, he broke a leg and an arm after crashing a hang glider.

When a blizzard separated the participants on a snowmobile expedition in Montana and Wyoming into four small groups, Marshall, his teammate Paul Dickson and a few others were forced to spend the night huddled in a patch of trees. To stay warm, they started a fire using money from Marshall's wallet and his checkbook. One person in another group died from exposure to the weather.

After his football career, Marshall worked for a brokerage firm and in real estate.

His first marriage, to Anita Baker, ended in divorce. He married Susan Landwehr in 2008. In addition to his wife, he is survived by two daughters, Angie Marshall Moore and Jimi Belanger; his sister, Deloris Bosley; four grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. He lived in St. Louis Park, Minn.

Marshall, whose number was retired by the Vikings in 1999, was considered one of the best players never to be inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He was a finalist in 2004.

Although his leadership was praised by teammates and his longevity uncontested -- only a handful of defensive players have ever taken a snap in their 40s -- Marshall was named to only two Pro Bowls, after the 1968 and 1969 seasons.

Some suggested that his career had been unfairly defined by the wrong-way run. He managed to find humor in the situation, though, joking about the play shortly after flying back to Minnesota following that road game in San Francisco.

"They kept telling me to get up in the cockpit and fly the plane," he said of his teammates in an interview with The Minneapolis Star. "That way we'd end up in Hawaii instead of Minnesota."

Alain Delaqueriere contributed research and Ash Wu contributed reporting.
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An Immigrant Was Accused of Threatening Trump. Prosecutors Say He Was Framed.

Kristi Noem said a Mexican immigrant wrote a letter saying that he wanted to assassinate the president. Another man has now been charged with setting him up.

Kime Abduli, a lawyer for Ramon Morales Reyes, at a news conference. Andy Manis/Associated Press



By Mitch Smith and Dan Simmons
Dan Simmons reported from Milwaukee.


Jun 03, 2025 at 11:43 PM

The allegation was chilling. An undocumented immigrant, the Department of Homeland Security said last week, had threatened in a letter to kill the president and then "self deport myself back to Mexico."

"Thanks to our ICE officers, this illegal alien who threatened to assassinate President Trump is behind bars," Kristi Noem, the homeland security secretary, said in a news release that included photos of the immigrant and of the letter, handwritten in blue ink.

Not long after the announcement, the government's story began to look shaky. Lawyers for the Mexican man, Ramon Morales Reyes, held a news conference proclaiming his innocence. And as detectives in Wisconsin, where Mr. Morales Reyes lived, began looking deeper, they came to believe he had been framed.

By this week, Milwaukee County prosecutors had filed identity theft and witness intimidation charges against another man, a lifelong Wisconsin resident. They said that man, Demetric D. Scott, had written several threatening letters that included Mr. Morales Reyes's name in the return address. Prosecutors said it was an attempt to catch the attention of the Trump administration and weaponize the threat of deportation against Mr. Morales Reyes, who was scheduled to testify against Mr. Scott at a robbery trial next month. 

On one level, the plan described by Wisconsin prosecutors worked. Top Trump administration officials took notice, and Mr. Morales Reyes, who worked as a dishwasher, was jailed. Even with Mr. Scott now facing charges, Mr. Morales Reyes remains in custody, awaiting a hearing before an immigration judge and facing the possibility of deportation. Federal officials said Mr. Morales Reyes had a history of entering the country illegally and an arrest record.

The Trump administration has taken an aggressive stance on deportation and immigration, claiming a mandate from voters on the issue. But advocates for immigrants warned that the administration's approach had contributed to an atmosphere of fear and suspicion.

"This extreme anti-immigrant rhetoric that we're hearing in the news constantly just emboldens hate in this way, and emboldens people to act in this way," said Kime Abduli, a lawyer for Mr. Morales Reyes.

Homeland Security officials did not directly answer questions about whether they still believed their allegations that Mr. Morales Reyes had threatened the president. In an unsigned statement, the department said Monday night that "the investigation into the threat is ongoing" and that "over the course of the investigation, this individual was determined to be in the country illegally" and "had a criminal record," though details of that record could not be immediately verified.

"He will remain in custody," the department's statement added.

Ramon Morales Reyes came to the U.S. from rural Mexico. via Kime Abduli


A spokesman for the Secret Service, which investigates threats against the president, declined to comment when asked which version of events that agency believes.

For Mr. Scott's part, rather than hastening his release from jail, the plot outlined by prosecutors seems to have upended his future, as well. Mr. Scott was already charged with robbery and accused of slashing Mr. Morales Reyes with a box cutter while taking a bicycle from him in 2023. He has pleaded not guilty in that case.

Now, Mr. Scott is facing the possibility of many more years in prison if convicted on the identity theft and witness intimidation charges. A lawyer who is representing Mr. Scott in the robbery case did not respond to a request for comment.

Mr. Scott told investigators that he had no intention of harming the president. But the letters' threats against Mr. Trump, who was the target of two assassination attempts last year, proved jarring as the country deals with an uptick in political violence.

The letter writer said "we are tired of this president messing with us Mexicans," and described plans to shoot him at a future rally. In a statement about Mr. Morales Reyes's arrest, Ms. Noem said that "all politicians and members of the media should take notice of these repeated attempts on President Trump's life and tone down their rhetoric."

That letter was one of at least three sent last month to state, local and federal officials in Wisconsin that contained threats against Mr. Trump or Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents, according to Milwaukee County prosecutors. Each of those letters, they said, was written in the same handwriting, and each was sent in an envelope listing Mr. Morales Reyes's home as the return address.

The day after one of those letters arrived at the Milwaukee office of ICE, records show, immigration agents arrested Mr. Morales Reyes.

Ms. Abduli, the lawyer, said Mr. Morales Reyes had been in the early stages of applying for a U visa, which provides immigrants who have been victims of certain crimes and who have cooperated with law enforcement agencies a path to legal status. That application, she said, was based on his cooperation in the bicycle robbery case against Mr. Scott. Ms. Abduli described her client as a quiet, respectful family man who has lived in Milwaukee for years and has three children who were born in the United States. She said Mr. Morales Reyes is from rural Mexico and came to this country seeking better opportunities for his family.

The Department of Homeland Security said Mr. Morales Reyes, 54, had entered the United States illegally at least nine times in the late 1990s and early 2000s, and that he had been arrested several times. Federal officials said those arrests included accusations of being involved in a hit and run, criminal damage to property and disorderly conduct.

Homeland Security officials did not specify when or where those arrests had taken place or whether they had led to convictions. The department did not respond to messages seeking additional information about those cases, and attempts to locate court records verifying the department's claims about Mr. Morales Reyes were not immediately successful. Ms. Abduli said she did not have enough information to know whether the governments's descriptions of those cases were accurate.

After Mr. Morales Reyes's arrest in May, doubts about his role in the threatening letters began to mount. Mr. Morales Reyes does not speak or write in English, records show, and his handwriting in Spanish did not seem to match the printed writing in English on the letters. When investigators asked through an interpreter if he could think of anyone who would want to frame him, he thought of Mr. Scott.

When Wisconsin detectives started listening to recorded phone calls Mr. Scott had made from jail, they heard him asking for the mailing address of the Wisconsin attorney general and sharing plans to send letters to people that he wanted them to mail from outside of jail. 

"We can go into court and say, 'Hey, he's in custody now -- um, there is no reason for us to even continue the July 15 jury date,'" Mr. Scott said in a May 16 phone call from jail, according to a criminal compliant. "And the judge will agree, 'cause if he gets picked up by ICE, there won't be a jury trial, so they will probably dismiss it that day. That's my plan."

According to a detective's account in court records, Mr. Scott admitted to writing the letters and to trying to frame Mr. Morales Reyes.

"The defendant stated that he knew that including a threat to President Trump in the letters would mean that Secret Service would have to get involved and law enforcement would definitely go to" Mr. Morales Reyes's home, the detective wrote.

During a brief court appearance in Milwaukee on Tuesday, Mr. Scott said nothing as he sat in an orange jumpsuit with his hands cuffed. Barry Phillips, the court commissioner who presided over the hearing, set bail at $30,000 and said it was "the definition of ingenuity" to try "to get that person arrested and potentially deported so he could not testify against you."

"But what was unintelligent," Mr. Phillips said, "was the fact that everything you did was recorded by telephone."

Ms. Abduli, a lawyer for Mr. Morales Reyes, said that it had "been a painful and terrifying past few days for Ramon and his family" and that she was "relieved that Ramon's innocence in all of this has been made clear."

"He was first a victim of someone else's attempts to frame him," she said in a statement, "and then a victim of the Department of Homeland Security, who chose to publish his name and face while perpetuating false accusations and a false narrative."

She said federal officials should correct the record, or at least take down the announcement accusing Mr. Morales Reyes of making the threats.

As of Tuesday evening, the Department of Homeland Security's news release about Mr. Morales Reyes remained online.

Kitty Bennett contributed research.
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From No Hope to a Potential Cure for a Deadly Blood Cancer

Multiple myeloma is considered incurable, but a third of patients in a Johnson & Johnson clinical trial have lived without detectable cancer for years after facing certain death.

An X-ray of the skull of a patient with multiple myeloma, showing its telltale bone lesions, in dark patches. "This is the first time we are really talking seriously about cure in one of the worst malignancies imaginable," said one doctor. Science Photo Library/Science Source



By Gina Kolata



Jun 03, 2025 at 03:45 PM

A group of 97 patients had longstanding multiple myeloma, a common blood cancer that doctors consider incurable, and faced a certain, and extremely painful, death within about a year.

They had gone through a series of treatments, each of which controlled their disease for a while. But then it came back, as it always does. They reached the stage where they had no more options and were facing hospice.

They all got immunotherapy, in a study that was a last-ditch effort.

A third responded so well that they got what seems to be an astonishing reprieve. The immunotherapy developed by Legend Biotech, a company founded in China, seems to have made their cancer disappear. And after five years, it still has not returned in those patients -- a result never before seen in this disease.

These results, in patients whose situation had seemed hopeless, has led some battle-worn American oncologists to dare to say the words "potential cure."

"In my 30 years in oncology, we haven't talked about curing myeloma," said Dr. Norman Sharpless, a former director of the National Cancer Institute who is now a professor of cancer policy and innovation at the University of North Carolina School of Medicine. "This is the first time we are really talking seriously about cure in one of the worst malignancies imaginable."

The new study, reported Tuesday at the annual conference of the American Society of Clinical Oncology and published in The Journal of Clinical Oncology, was funded by Johnson & Johnson, which has an exclusive licensing agreement with Legend Biotech.

The 36,000 Americans who develop multiple myeloma each year face an illness that eats away at bones, so it looks as though holes have been punched out in them, said Dr. Carl June, of the University of Pennsylvania. Bones collapse. Dr. June has seen patients who lost six inches in height.

"It's a horrible, horrible death," Dr. June said. "Right now advanced myeloma is a death sentence." (Dr. June has immunotherapy patents that are owned by his university.)

There have been treatment advances that increased median survival from two years to 10 over the past two decades. But no cures.

Dr. Peter Voorhees of the Atrium Health Levine Cancer Institute in North Carolina and the Wake Forest University School of Medicine, who is lead researcher for the newly published study, said patients usually go through treatment after treatment until, ultimately, the cancer prevails, developing resistance to every class of drug.

They end up with nothing left to try.

The Legend immunotherapy is a type known as CAR-T. It is delivered as an infusion of the patient's own white blood cells that have been removed and engineered to attack the cancer. The treatment has revolutionized prospects for patients with other types of blood cancer, like leukemia.

Making CAR-T cells, though, is an art, with so many possible variables that it can be hard to hit on one that works. And it can have severe side effects including a high fever, trouble breathing and infections. Patients can be hospitalized for weeks after receiving it.

But Legend managed to develop one that works in multiple myeloma, defying skeptics.

The Chinese company -- now a U.S. company with headquarters in New Jersey -- gained attention for its CAR-T eight years ago when it made extravagant claims, which were met by snickers from American researchers.

Johnson & Johnson, though, was looking for a CAR-T to call its own. So, said Mark Wildgust, an executive in the oncology section of the American drug giant, the company sent scientists and physicians to China to see if the claims were true.

"We went site by site to look at the results," he said.

The company was convinced. It initiated a collaboration with Legend and began testing the treatment in patients whose myeloma had overcome at least one standard treatment. Compared with patients who had standard treatment, those who had the immunotherapy lived longer without their disease progressing.

The immunotherapy received regulatory approval in that limited setting and is sold under the brand name Carvykti. The study did not determine whether this difficult treatment saved lives.

The new study took on a different challenge -- helping patients at the end of the line after years of treatments. Their immune systems were worn down. They were, as oncologists said, "heavily pretreated." So even though CAR-T is designed to spur their immune systems to fight their cancer, it was not clear their immune systems were up to it.

Oncologists say that even though most patients did not clear their cancer, having a third who did was remarkable.

To see what the expected life span would be for these patients without the immunotherapy, Johnson & Johnson looked at data from patients in a registry who were like the ones in its study -- they had failed every treatment. They lived about a year.

For Anne Stovell of New York, one of the study patients whose cancer disappeared, the result is almost too good to be true.

She says she went through nine drugs to control her cancer after it was diagnosed in 2010, some of which had horrendous side effects. Each eventually failed.

Taking the Legend CAR-T was difficult -- she said she had spent nearly three weeks in the hospital. But since that treatment six years ago, she has no sign of cancer. She said it was still difficult for her to believe her myeloma is gone. A new ache -- or an old one -- can bring on the fear.

"There's that little seed of doubt," she said.

But in test after test, the cancer has not reappeared.

"It's a relief for me every year to get a bone marrow biopsy," she said.

Myeloma experts applauded the results.

Like treatments for many other cancers, treatments for multiple myeloma come with a high price.

The drugs are "hideously expensive," Dr. June said, costing more than $100,000 a year.

The total cost over the years can be millions of dollars, Dr. June said, usually paid by insurers, "and it doesn't even cure you."

CAR-T is expensive too. Carvykti's list price is $555,310. But it is a one-time treatment. And, more important, the hope is that perhaps by giving it earlier in the course of the disease, it could cure patients early on.

Johnson & Johnson is now testing that idea.

Dr. Kenneth Anderson, a myeloma expert at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute who was not involved with the study, said that if the treatment is used as a first-line treatment, "cure is now our realistic expectation."

That, at least, is the hope, Dr. Sharpless said.

And for those like the patients in the new study who are living at least five years -- so far -- without disease, the outcome "really is eye-popping," Dr. Sharpless said.

"That's getting to a point where you wonder if it will ever come back," he added.
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What if Google Just Broke Itself Up? A Tech Insider Makes the Case.

Prosecutors aren't the only ones arguing for a smaller Google. Some critics say it might be better for investors, customers and innovation.




By David Streitfeld
David Streitfeld has written about Google since it was a start-up in the early 2000s.


Jun 02, 2025 at 05:31 PM

Google has lost two important antitrust cases in the past year. Its search business is threatened, and its stock is stalled. Federal prosecutors are pushing for it to divest various businesses. Unless the company can pull off a few miracles in court, it will be forced to shrink.

There's another possibility. Instead of resisting change, Google could accelerate it. It could spin off huge chunks of itself into independent entities.

That would be a very Silicon Valley power move: Break yourself up before courts can break you up. In an era when Big Tech is under suspicion, a maneuver like this would probably be applauded across the political spectrum. For a company that used to have the motto "Don't be evil," such redemption might be irresistible.

The Department of Justice wants Google to sell its Chrome browser and its ad network, and maybe its Android mobile business, to fix its monopoly problems. But Gil Luria, a technology analyst with D.A. Davidson & Company, an investment firm based in Montana with $6 billion under management, is thinking bigger. Much bigger.

He published a research note on May 12 saying Google had become a conglomerate. This was not a compliment. He meant that Google offered an array of products and services that often have little relationship to one another, including the Waymo self-driving taxi service, YouTube, a cloud storage business, a search firm and an ad network, among other things.

Google's $2 trillion stock market valuation is driven by search advertising, which generates more than half of its revenues. Search is also the part of the company under the most pressure as artificial intelligence begins to answer queries. Google searches in Apple's Safari browser fell for the first time ever in April. That's one big reason Google shares are down more than 9 percent this year.

Other parts of Google are not getting their due. If Waymo were publicly traded, Mr. Luria argued, investors might give it something closer to Tesla's $1 trillion valuation, especially since Tesla's self-driving cab ambitions are little more than a concept at this point. The same goes for YouTube when compared with its rival Netflix, a Wall Street darling.

Mr. Luria estimated that all the parts of Google could separately be worth more than $3.7 trillion, or nearly double the company's valuation now. "Investors want a big-bang breakup, not isolated spinoffs," he wrote.

The benefits would not just be financial, he said. Competition would be stoked. Unleashed engineers might create things as amazing as the original Google search engine, which awed people who first used it a quarter-century ago.

Mr. Luria knows his proposal is a long shot. "The likelihood of the Google board proceeding in this direction is probably less than 10 percent," he said in an interview. "But it goes up every day."

The analyst's analysis got a fair amount of traction in the financial press. The moment was right: Google was arguing to Judge Amit Mehta of U.S. District Court in Washington that its punishment for illegally monopolizing online search should be relatively light.

The government and Google met in court again on Friday for closing arguments in the penalty phase of the trial. A decision by Judge Mehta might come this summer. Google has said it will then appeal. Barring some sort of a wild card from President Trump, the process could slog on for years.

Google's troubles were compounded by a second antitrust trial. That one, over Google's advertising technology, resulted in April in another decision against the company. The penalty phase will take place later this year. Google is likely to appeal that case, too.

Other asset managers say the logic of a breakup is clear to them.

"While breakups often promise to unlock shareholder value in theory but fail in practice, this case appears to be an exception, one where real value could be realized," said Gene Munster, managing partner at Deepwater Asset Management.

There is a precedent here. In the early 1980s, the national phone company, AT&T, had been fighting off the Justice Department for many years. Worried that it would lose the case, AT&T agreed to voluntarily break itself up. It kept the long-distance lines and shed the seven regional companies that offered local calling. For the next decade, at least, competition reigned.

Google declined to comment directly on Mr. Luria's arguments. A spokesman pointed to a blog post that said the Justice Department's "proposal to split off Chrome and Android -- which we built at great cost over many years and make available for free -- would break those platforms, hurt businesses built on them, and undermine security."

It also sent a list of ways it was still innovating. Among them: Nielsen has ranked YouTube the No. 1 streaming platform for the last two years.

Adam Kovacevich, the chief executive of Chamber of Progress, a trade group funded by Google and other tech companies, said Google needed to be big and think big.

"It's a company the size of a cruise ship," he said. "Could it split itself into four yacht-sized companies? Sure. But what would be gained? Google is locked in an intense competition against the other cruise ships -- Apple, Meta, Amazon. And there are some opportunities only a cruise-ship-sized company can tackle, like A.I."

If a split encourages competition, proponents argue, that will benefit Google's ad customers, who will see lower prices. Employees might be more challenged working for a smaller company, where it is easier to move higher.

"The breakup of Google would only hurt people who would otherwise benefit from unlawful market power," said Barry Barnett, an antitrust lawyer at Susman Godfrey. "These might include Google executives, whose compensation could fall; start-ups, which could get lower buyout offers from Google or none at all; and rivals like Apple, which could see chances to share revenue vanish." Google currently pays Apple $20 billion annually to be the default search engine on the Safari browser.

Looming over any discussion of a voluntary breakup is the weight of history. Beyond AT&T, there are few examples of a successful company willing to pull itself apart. Companies that are in permanent slumps have regularly done it, however.

General Electric, whose roots go back to Thomas Edison in 1892 and was once as iconic as Google, split itself into three companies last year after skittering close to death. Hewlett-Packard, another iconic company suffering a long-term decline, broke itself in two in 2015.

Microsoft, an earlier antitrust target, is often cited as a company that may have benefited from either an imposed or voluntary breakup. The government won its monopoly case against the company in 2000, and the judge ordered it to divide in two. That decision was reversed on appeal, and the parties settled. Microsoft took a confrontational approach to the case from the beginning, and in the end, it paid off.

Google is taking the path now that Microsoft went down 25 years ago, Mr. Luria said.

"It's saying, 'We are not breaking up, and we'll fight you tooth and nail in court,'" he said. "Microsoft might have won, but the stock was flat for 10 years. They were so focused on fighting the Department of Justice they didn't notice the rise of mobile devices or cloud computing."

After the government sued Microsoft, David Readerman of Endurance Capital Partners said, "Litigation was a major distraction to Microsoft business unit heads: email retrieval, depositions, et al. There were Xerox document copying centers fenced under the buildings for security reasons."

Microsoft did not recover its momentum until Satya Nadella became chief executive in 2014.

Google's competitors would presumably be happy with smaller Googles, although maybe not. IBM had a dominant position in computing for years if not decades, probably even greater than that of Google now. The government pursued an antitrust case against it starting in the late 1960s.

Some in the industry thought this was a problematic move. Dick Brandon of Brandon Applied Systems, a computer consulting firm, told The New York Times in 1972 that "I would prefer to compete against one I.B.M. than two, three, four, or even eight similarly managed competitors without the present gloves that have been tied on in fear of antitrust action."

Another issue shadowing any talk of a breakup: Owing to Google's unusual share structure, major changes could never be undertaken without the approval of the two founders, Larry Page and Sergey Brin. And founders tend to be emotionally attached to what they have created.

But "never say never," said Mr. Kovacevich, who worked in public policy at Google for many years.

"Larry and Sergey like bold, unconventional moves," he added. "Could they decide at some point this would be beneficial to the company? Sure. Any business leader should keep all options on the table."
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Shirley Manson, the Unexpected Godmother of Rock

The singer of Garbage, which has a new album, has become rock 'n' roll's collective older sister, offering advice and wisdom to younger women coming up in the business.

Video: 



By Lizzy Goodman



Jun 02, 2025 at 02:00 PM

An unanswered question in modern music history is: What happened to the culture that created all those amazing female artists in the 1990s? From Liz Phair to Bjork to PJ Harvey to Hole to Bikini Kill to Tori Amos and others, women with wildly different sounds, looks and opinions were as critically and commercially powerful as, if not more than, men. Yet by the early 2000s, we were all living in a Disney pop star dominated world, in terms of mainstream commercial music.

Shirley Manson, the Scottish musician who has, for 31 years, been the frontwoman of Garbage, one of the most successful rock bands of the era and a major contributor to this woman-powered '90s culture, has a fascinating theory.

"Sept. 11th stopped all alternative female voices in their tracks, because when people get scared, they get conservative and what does a conservative society loathe? A dangerous woman," she said.

"The fact is, they stopped playing alternative female voices on the radio," Ms. Manson added, sitting in her favorite cafe in the Los Feliz neighborhood of Los Angeles this April. "I remember someone at Interscope Records telling me KROQ [Los Angeles's alternative rock station] will only play one woman, and it's Gwen Stefani, and therefore we're putting all our marketing money into No Doubt. That literally became the dead end for that incredible explosion of female-empowered alternative voices, which were a direct result of that first incredible wave of alternative women: Chrissie Hynde, Debbie Harry, Patti Smith, Stevie Nicks. My generation was a response to that. Our careers exploded, so we were like, 'Oh, hey, everything's cool, everything has changed, the ceiling has been broken.' And then we hit 2001 and it fell to the earth."

She shook her head, continuing: "We've now seen two decades of very carefully managed, young, mostly solo, mostly Disney, mostly theater school kids, and they're great! It brings people a lot of joy. To make somebody dance -- what a great gift. I could cry just saying that. But as a result, we've also lost the esoteric and the fragile and the dark and the spooky and the fury and all the things that a patriarchal society considers not fitting for a young woman's mind."

"Sept. 11th stopped all alternative female voices in their tracks, because when people get scared, they get conservative and what does a conservative society loathe? A dangerous woman," said Shirley Manson. Chantal Anderson for The New York Times


As can be heard on Garbage's new record, "Let All That We Imagine Be the Light," the band's first full-length in four years, Ms. Manson is doing her best to carry the torch for esoteric, fragile fury.

Wearing animal-print leggings and platform boots, her blonde-almost-white hair pulled back, lips painted red, Ms. Manson comes across uncannily like the image she projected when she first emerged on the American music scene in 1995: a charming, whip-smart, profane firebrand with elevated club kid style. At 59, Ms. Manson is the youngest member of Garbage, which has sold 17 million albums worldwide and which also includes the American musicians Duke Erikson and Steve Marker, and the acclaimed producer Butch Vig.

Garbage is associated with one of the most consequential eras in modern music history, when alternative music drove popular culture, and the last era in which guitar-based rock 'n' roll was dominant in popular music. But Garbage is unique among its contemporaries because the group was conceived not as a product of the favored myth around how bands form (kids who grew up together start jamming in someone's garage) but as the brainchild of Mr. Vig.

In 1994, Mr. Vig, who at that point had produced Nirvana's 1991 breakthrough, "Nevermind," as well as seminal records by the bands L7, Smashing Pumpkins and Sonic Youth, decided he wanted to form his own band, a band that would skew more pop than the heavy grunge sound he was known for and that would be fronted by a woman. Mr. Marker had seen Ms. Manson in the video for "Suffocate Me" by Angelfish, then her band, on MTV's late-night alternative music video show "120 Minutes."

The singer first met her future bandmates in a hotel in London in April 1994, on what turned out to be the day the world learned Kurt Cobain had died. Her first official Garbage audition, held at Mr. Marker's studio in Madison, Wis., did not go well. "We played her some new instrumentals and basically asked her to wing it and come up with some lyrics," Mr. Vig said. "Not an easy thing to do. And the session was kind of a bust."

Garbage has sold 17 million albums worldwide. Steve Eichner/Getty Images

Garbage at the MTV Europe Music Awards in 1996. In addition to Ms. Manson, the other members of the band are Duke Erikson, Steve Marker and Butch Vig. Dave Benett/Getty Images


Garbage's new record, "Let All That We Imagine Be the Light," is the band's first full-length release in four years. Tim Mosenfelder/Getty Images


A few days later, she told them she knew what to do. "She flew back, and in the same living room sang 'Vow,' 'Stupid Girl' and 'Queer'" -- tracks that would become Garbage's signature blend of sing-along pop choruses with a cloistered, brooding darkness. "There was something in her approach that was the exact opposite of the current alt-rock singers that were on the radio: a quiet, intense understatement," Mr. Vig said.

The inorganic nature of Garbage's formation is central to the band's identity, and perhaps, to its longevity. Her bandmates are all, in some ways, still mysteries to one another, Ms. Manson said, rather than old friends who built this thing from a place of deep intimacy and thus are subject to the whims of ego and disappointment in one another that can so easily destroy it.

"I have no idea at all -- and I'm not being funny when I say this -- I have no idea about who they are and who they want to be creatively," the singer said. "I mean, we love each other and we can sit in a room together and really get along and have fun, but they don't really talk to me. It's not the romantic idea of a band."

For Ms. Manson, personally, the arranged marriage origin story has been "the crux of a lot of my struggle, in the band dynamic, in the music industry, in how I've been perceived," she said. "The specter of Nirvana and Kurt Cobain and Butch Vig has sat on me my whole career."

She remembered the band's first publicist telling her, "Just so you know, nobody's going to want to talk to you, we're going to try and steer them toward you, but nobody is going to want to talk to you."

She added: "Even now, after 30 years of being the lead singer, I feel like a lot of my work is just considered to belong to that patriarchy, and it can be infuriating. I will say, this has nothing to do with Butch. It's not his fault. He's just a man."

Many frontwomen deal with an unconscious sense of being subtly undermined while also being the obvious center of a band's gravity. Ms. Manson fronts one of the most successful rock bands of her era, has appeared numerous times on the covers of Rolling Stone and Spin, while also being treated by many, she said, as comparatively insignificant to Garbage's overall success.

Ms. Manson remembered the band's first publicist telling her, "Just so you know, nobody's going to want to talk to you, we're going to try and steer them toward you, but nobody is going to want to talk to you." She added: "Even now, after 30 years of being the lead singer, I feel like a lot of my work is just considered to belong to that patriarchy, and it can be infuriating." Chantal Anderson for The New York Times


Her outsider status, her friends say, is Ms. Manson's superpower. "Her propensity for compassion is incredible," said the musician and performance artist Peaches, who has known Ms. Manson since the mid-2000s. "We'll have these dinners and there's always young newcomers that Shirley has invited."

In the rock world, the "Bono talk" is a moment in a young band's career when the U2 frontman sits up-and-comers down to impart brotherly wisdom. The Coldplay drummer Will Champion talked about this experience on "The Howard Stern Show," and Courtney Love once recalled telling Julian Casablancas of the Strokes about regretting turning it down when it had been offered to her and Kurt Cobain.

Ms. Manson does not see herself as rock 'n' roll's collective older sister -- but others do.

"Shirley was kind of my mentor coming up," said the Yeah Yeah Yeahs frontwoman Karen O. "Her love and belief made me feel like I was doing something right when I was floating on my lonely island of rock front womanhood. She doesn't just carry her heart on her sleeve, she's willing to turn her whole soul inside out, to speak to all the really hard, vulnerable, painful personal stuff that sensitive people go through in the system."

"Shirley was one of the first people in the industry to reach out to me when I had some difficult experiences early in my career," said Lauren Mayberry, the frontwoman of the Scottish synth-pop band CHVRCHES. "Shirley is a girls' girl in the truest, best sense. She is conscious of encouraging and supporting other female artists, queer artists, artists of color, and that has always been really moving to see, as a fan and as another woman in the industry. It can be a very isolating place, and she has a real wish to pull people up with her."

An 'Angry Young Woman' From a Nice Family

The story of Ms. Manson's childhood is often told like this: wild-child from Edinburgh, bullied at school, cut herself to cope, eventually found music as a means of processing her own pain. That narrative is true, but it also paints a limited picture of the girl who is moved to the stockroom while working as a makeup girl at the British store Miss Selfridge because she's scaring the customers. "I was a really angry young woman," Ms. Manson said.

But she was not some post-Dickensian street urchin. Ms. Manson's parents were married until her mother died in 2008 from a rare form of dementia. "I loved everything about my mother, every cell of her, and she knew that," she said. Ms. Manson's father is still alive at 87, "and he's still engaged in life, setting dates for himself, meeting old friends, obsessed with Robert Louis Stevenson and John Muir and poetry and art and you'll come to his house and he has his atlases out and he is poring over them."

Ms. Manson performing with Debbie Harry of Blondie in 2004. SGranitz/WireImage, via Getty Images


Ms. Manson's anger was born generally out of feeling confined by structures and limitations and, specifically, by kicking against her own personal patriarchy. "I was forged in a fire of rebellion against my father because he's very dominant and he's super smart and he was hard on his children," she said.

Ms. Manson recalled watching her mother have to ask her father -- a university lecturer -- for money, which incited a deep rage within Ms. Manson. Her mother had lived in an orphanage until she was around 5, "so she was tough," the singer said, "and she had been brought up in the system, so she was like a military brat almost -- the beds were made with the special corners. She was an incredible cook and an incredible baker and she'd bust her balls every single day, but she was a trad wife."

When Ms. Manson was 17, she joined her first real band, Goodbye Mr. Mackenzie. But by 1992, the band had been dropped by its label, which wanted to keep hold of Ms. Manson, so she formed Angelfish with the same members. Even though her talent was evident, until she walked into that studio in Madison she had never really written a song.

In a 2018 opinion essay in The New York Times, the singer wrote about the urge to self-harm in 1998, while on tour for Garbage's second album. "I was suffering from extreme 'impostor syndrome,' constantly measuring myself against my peers, sincerely believing that they had gotten everything right and I had gotten everything so very wrong," she wrote.

Thirty years in, Ms. Manson is still wrestling with the idea of what exactly she is, creatively. She makes music, "because I need the connection," she said. "That's my drive. I want to touch people. I'm like, 'Are you there? Am I here? Are we real?' And I love performing." But, she says, "it took me a long, long time to think I am an artist."

"Her love and belief made me feel like I was doing something right when I was floating on my lonely island of rock front womanhood," said Karen O of the Yeah Yeah Yeahs about the advice and mentorship Ms. Manson gave to her. Gary Miller/Getty Images

"Shirley was one of the first people in the industry to reach out to me when I had some difficult experiences early in my career," said Lauren Mayberry, the frontwoman of the band CHVRCHES. JC Olivera/Getty Images


Ms. Manson performing at London's Wembley arena in 2024. The singer has offered her advice to many women in the music industry. "We'll have these dinners and there's always young newcomers that Shirley has invited," said the musician Peaches, who has known Ms. Manson since the mid-2000s. Jim Dyson/Getty Images


Though Mr. Vig had a strong sense of how Garbage should come across, musically, Ms. Manson understood the band's image had to match its innovative sound. "When I joined the band, I never thought we'd ever get anywhere because we looked terrible!" she said.

Ms. Manson encouraged Garbage to pay more sophisticated attention to the visual artists it worked with, collaborating with Ellen von Unwerth, Sophie Muller and Stephane Sednaoui, among others. The music video for one of Garbage's early hits, "Only Happy When It Rains," was directed by Samuel Bayer, who also directed Nirvana's revolutionary "Smells Like Teen Spirit."

As the band was working on its third album, "Beautiful Garbage," Ms. Manson's first marriage, to the Scottish sculptor Eddie Farrell, began to break up. (She has been married since 2010 to the record producer and sound engineer Billy Bush.) The record was set to come out on Sept. 11, 2001, with a world tour to follow. Instead, the release was delayed until early October. Though the band did eventually go out on the road, it wound up cutting the tour short. The group promoted its fourth LP, 2005's "Bleed Like Me," then entered a period of semi-hiatus.

Together, Apart Again

Garbage returned to work in 2010, and has been playing live and making records ever since. The band began working on "Let All That We Imagine Be the Light" in 2023. Just like on the band's debut, the guys worked on the music and Ms. Manson received the results "with no explanation, no communication, nothing," she said. "Just instrumentals." From there, she would get to work, coloring things in, building them out, bringing expression and vivacity and language to those sketches of initial sound.

"Every time you step up to create something, it feels different because you're in a completely different place in your life," the singer said. "And in this case, we weren't even in the same room. I was in my sick bed and they were in the studio."

In 2016, Ms. Manson had an accident onstage, seriously injuring her hip and eventually resulting in consecutive hip replacement surgeries, one in 2023 and one in 2024. "It was a nightmare but it was also great," she says. "It gave me permission to be like, 'I'm not young. I'm a broken old lady who smashed her hip on a crash barrier at KROQ's Weenie Roast!' It gave me permission just to relax. I don't care what anybody thinks about me at this point, I really don't."

"It took me a long, long time to think I am an artist," Ms. Manson said. Chantal Anderson for The New York Times
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'Step Brothers' Created the Catalina Wine Mixer. Catalina Island Made It Real.

The Catalina Wine Mixer, a fictional event that played a pivotal role in the 2008 Will Ferrell comedy, didn't exist -- until Catalina Island made it so a decade ago.

Makena Brister and Shawn Arnold said "Step Brothers" is their favorite movie.



By Juno Carmel
Visuals by Gabriela Bhaskar
Reporting from Catalina Island, Calif.


Jun 02, 2025 at 07:25 PM

When Makena Brister and Shawn Arnold arrived on Santa Catalina Island just off the coast of Southern California on Saturday afternoon, they had one thing on their minds: the raunchy 2008 comedy "Step Brothers."

The 22-year-olds stepped off their ferry in matching blue button-down shirts and argyle sweater vests, dressed to recreate the movie's memorable poster of Will Ferrell and John C. Reilly, who star in the film as two middle-aged men that begrudgingly become family when their parents remarry.

The mixer is the emotional finale of the film, where the bickering step brothers finally come together to save the day after a bad Billy Joel cover band nearly ruins the event.

"This has been a dream since watching 'Step Brothers,'" Ms. Brister said. "It's our favorite movie, we watch it all the time."

The couple traveled from Granite Bay, Calif., to attend the 10th year of the Catalina Wine Mixer, an event that was inspired by its fictional counterpart in the film, and which the Catalina Island Company decided to make real in 2015. The group owns about 11 percent of the island and is behind various efforts to attract visitors.

Video: 

Many attendees traveled to the mixer by ferry.

"I don't think anyone realized how iconic the Catalina Wine Mixer would become," said Hunter Rusack, 34, the company's chief operating officer. About 3,000 people travel from near and far to attend the event each year, taking a high-speed ferry (or a helicopter) from Southern California cities to the island, which sits about 30 miles from the coast. General admission tickets started at about $140 for the weekend, while V.I.P. tickets cost about $500.

This year's event had a two-day itinerary that included a Friday night screening of the movie "Step Brothers" at the island's theater, and a Saturday afternoon mixer on the beach with wine tastings from about 20 vendors. Bands and D.J.s played on the main stage for most of the day, and the energy built throughout the afternoon.

The crowd was peppered with nautical attire, argyle sweater vests and lots of whimsical custom merch. Plenty of attendees made their own shirts, hats and cups with references to the movie.

Attendees sing along to the music at the wine mixer.


"It's nowhere near as bougie as it is in the movie," Mr. Rusack said. "People aren't showing up in tuxedos, leasing helicopters. It's more party focused."

Catalina Island, which was often visited by Hollywood stars like John Wayne and Humphrey Bogart, has about 4,000 year-round residents in its only incorporated city, Avalon.

A popular form of transportation is the golf cart, since there aren't many cars on the island, and there's just one grocery store that serves all of Avalon. Much of Avalon was developed by William Wrigley Jr. -- the man behind the chewing gum, who later owned the Chicago Cubs -- and his family was responsible for creating the Catalina Island Conservancy in 1972, which oversees the rugged majority of the island. Though "Step Brothers" is a big part of the event's draw, many of the mixer's attendees had an interest in Catalina's lore.

"Most people don't realize this was Norma Jeane Baker's home when she was 16," said Shirley Bachus, 52, of the girl who would become known as Marilyn Monroe. "And of course, you have the Natalie Wood mystery that happened out here," she added, referring to the actress's death by drowning. In 2018, investigators reclassified the fatal incident as "suspicious."


Video: 


For the past four years, Ms. Bachus has traveled from Austin, Texas, to attend the mixer with her husband and a growing group of friends. While she loves "Step Brothers," she's equally enchanted by all of Catalina's quirks.

"The island is magical," she said. "We just come back to do the golf cart, do the bison tour and then mix and mingle and see friends annually."

Inside the wine mixer, which takes place at the Descanso Beach Club, overlooking the water, many attendees were celebrating special occasions. For Jackie Facer-Hobbs, the mixer, which typically falls at the end of May or early June, has become a birthday destination.

The event featured wine tastings from about 20 vendors. 


"I came here two years ago for my birthday," she said. "Everybody was busy, so I came by myself, and I met all these amazing people who are here today and who are my friends."

This year, she traveled with a squad of girlfriends from Salt Lake City to celebrate her 50th birthday along with her pals from her first trip to the mixer. "I think the best part about this entire thing is that you can be just a regular Joe off the road, and everybody loves everybody," Ms. Facer-Hobbs said.

Michelle Lundgren, 31, wore a white dress and a captain's hat embroidered with the word "bride" and embellished with a small white bridal veil. She traveled from Seattle to hold her bachelorette party at the wine mixer.

"I've gotten so many congratulations. Like, 'Oh my gosh. Tell us about your fiance,'" Ms. Lundgren said. "Everyone has been extremely welcoming and so friendly."

Michelle Lundgren had her bachelorette party at the mixer.

Many attendees wore nautical attire or looks inspired by the film.


Thousands of people attend the mixer each year. 


Nick Guerra, 30, and Paige Guerra, 29, took a road trip from Phoenix to attend the mixer, which had a nostalgic feel for both of them. "'Step Brothers' was my first rated-R movie that I snuck into as a kid," Mr. Guerra said. "And mind you, I was probably in -- I was in middle school."

Shauna Yergensen and her husband, Mark Trafton, traveled from Las Vegas for the event. With V.I.P. tickets, they got early access to the wine tastings at 2 p.m.

Though Ms. Yergensen felt sure that she'd come back another year, Mr. Trafton was more apprehensive.

"I'm really glad we did it. I don't know that I'd do it again," he said, in part because of the crowds. "I love the energy, it's really good positive energy, but I feel like they're bringing in a lot of people."

The mixer was held at the Descanso Beach Club.

Floats were available for attendees to purchase.


Monica Curtis, 43, traveled from Brea, Calif., to work for the wine company Oyster Bay. "It's interesting because it's an older crowd. It's not Gen Z. Definitely millennial plus, for the most part, which I think is nice," Ms. Curtis said.

Many attendees stayed at hotel rooms on the island or were day-trippers, while others planned to sleep on a boat.

"Our friends got their captain's licenses, and this is their first catamaran, and they thought, what better way to do it than to go to the Catalina Wine Mixer?" said Heather Barash, 30, who arrived with a group of friends. "We boated out here and we're sleeping on the boat."

Some attendees spent the night on boats on the water.


By 7 p.m., some attendees departed to take naps, grab dinner or catch their ferries back to the mainland. Those who remained continued dancing and buying drinks for new friends at the bar. A few adventurous guests even jumped into the chilly ocean for a quick dip before sunset.

As Ms. Yergensen and Mr. Trafton made their way to the final D.J. sets of the evening, there seemed to be a change of heart. "I've had a few more glasses of wine, and I've reconsidered," he said with a grin. "I think I might come back."
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Adrien Brody Feels for the Rats

In his first art exhibition in nearly a decade, the actor and painter draws from the frenetic energy of his youth, and from the empathy of his mother, the photographer Sylvia Plachy.

Video: 



By Rachel Sherman



Jun 04, 2025 at 10:02 AM

"I'm a little in a daze," the actor Adrien Brody said last Tuesday, the skin around his eyes slightly crinkled, but his gaze soft and present. He'd been up since 5 a.m. and had spent most of his day crouched on the ground at Eden Gallery in Manhattan, putting the finishing touches on his collages ahead of the next evening's opening of his latest solo exhibition, "Made in America."

The floors and walls were covered with canvases, themselves covered with old newspaper advertisements, erratic splashes of graffiti and darkly rendered cartoon characters. Donald Duck, Mickey Mouse and Marilyn Monroe were in attendance. As were the Hamburglar and a toy soldier. In a nearby corner was an empty gum wall, soon to be covered in wads of chewing gum straight from the mouths of attendees in an interactive "expression of rebellion and decay," according to the wall text.

Adrien Brody, the Oscar-winning actor, is also Adrien Brody, the impassioned painter, is also Adrien Brody, the beats-mixing sound artist. Those mediums converge in a collection of more than 30 works. Accompanied by Brody's soundscapes, the show features large mixed media art in what he calls an autobiographical display of the gritty New York of his youth, and the culture of violence and intolerance today. It's an approach that has been met with some derision both in the art press and on social media.

"Made in America," on view until June 28, also includes photographs of and by his mother, the acclaimed Hungarian American photographer Sylvia Plachy -- a role model for Brody, who was never formally trained in visual art. 

The show features large mixed media art in an autobiographical display of the gritty New York of Brody's youth, and the culture that he believes breeds violence and intolerance today. Sam Hellmann for The New York Times


It's been nearly a decade since Brody, 52, last showed his work publicly, at Art Basel Miami. So why now?

"I'm an unemployed actor at the moment," he said with a half smile.

Though it's difficult to picture Brody as unemployed, especially when which his artworks sell for six figures, this isn't untrue. The last film Brody shot was in 2023 for "The Brutalist," for which he won the Oscar for best actor this year, and nothing definite is lined up next.

"I know that if I don't do it now, I won't do it for another long period of time," he said of the show. "It's kind of this time to let it go."

Brody has been steadily working on his collages for the past decade. In the fallow periods, yearslong stretches when he wasn't landing the acting roles he yearned for, he turned inward and painted.

The method in all of his mediums, he said, is a combination of layering (be it the incorporation of studied hand mannerisms for his character in "The Pianist" or the added thumps for a recorded track) and peeling back (using chemicals to degrade paint for a visual work; stripping away pretenses as an actor).

Brody, who credits his mother, Sylvia Plachy, as his greatest artistic inspiration, grew up accompanying her on photo expeditions around the city. Sam Hellmann for The New York Times


Brody, who credits his mother as his greatest artistic inspiration, grew up accompanying Plachy on photo expeditions as she chronicled the city's beauty and chaos on assignments for The Village Voice, where she worked for 30 years.

"He came along and he saw the world," Plachy, 82, said.

In her darkroom, set up in their home attic in Queens, they would talk to each other through the curtain while she developed her photographs, moving the images from tray to tray, swirling them around in Dektol.

"He still associates me with those bad chemicals," she said, laughing.

His father, Elliot Brody, was also a painter but focused on his career as a teacher. It was onto Plachy's discarded photo prints that Brody began painting as a child.

"He used to be the son of Sylvia Plachy," she said warmly. "Now I'm the mother of Adrien Brody!"

One work encourages visitors to place their chewed gum on the wall, in what the exhibition text calls an interactive "expression of rebellion and decay." Sam Hellmann for The New York Times


Chewing gum is provided to visitors to Brody's show. Sam Hellmann for The New York Times


As a teenager, Brody attended Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts for drama, after being rejected for visual arts.

"It was a good thing, obviously," he said. "I'd definitely be a starving artist, most likely, if I didn't have an acting career. So it's funny how that happened."

On weekdays he took four trains from his home in Woodhaven, Queens, to get to school, and on his long commute became enamored with the graffitied walls and etched tags on the plastic windows -- a city "bursting with energy and aggression" of a different time, he said.

In "Made in America," many works feature a cartoon -- Lisa Simpson or Yosemite Sam or Bugs Bunny -- brandishing a weapon. It's a depiction of the violence Brody said he grew up with culturally: an American diet of toy guns, video games and McDonald's.

Much of Brody's work depicts the violence he said he grew up with culturally: an American diet of toy guns, video games and McDonald's. Sam Hellmann for The New York Times


"What we're fed as children is constant imagery of ubiquitous violence," he said. "I think that there are repercussions to that, and we are experiencing those."

In Brody's vermin series, oversized black and white images of rats appear to pixelate behind street art tags.

People are "either grossed out by them, or they are antagonistic toward them," Brody said of the scores of rats in New York City. "And I always felt like, 'Why doesn't anybody see what they're going through?' Weirdly, I really kind of feel for them."

That compassion, he said, comes from his mother. Plachy's sensitivity toward animals rubbed off on him. So much so that he's had a pet rat. Twice. The first he bought as a child and then gifted to a friend; the second, a few years ago, belonged to the daughter of his girlfriend, Georgina Chapman.

Both Brody and his mother were and are inspired by the city's kinetic energy, and their art attempts to capture that frenzy. Sam Hellmann for The New York Times


"Made in America" also includes photographs of and by Brody's mother, along with Brody's childhood art. Sam Hellmann for The New York Times


"They're forced to kind of hide and scurry about and forge for themselves, and are being poisoned by kind of this kind of campaign to eradicate them," he said. "And people are nasty to them and that always bothered me."

That message, though, appears to be muddied in its reception.

"Brody is trying to do something with mice and rats, but there's no attempt to marshal this imagery toward contemporary critique," Claire Bishop, a professor of art history at the CUNY Graduate Center, said in an email, calling his collages "too pretty and too even" and "lacking bite."

"To say they look like A.I.-generated images resulting from search terms '90s LES graffiti' 'Americana' and 'Disney nostalgia' would be too generous," Bishop said. "What they actually resemble is the kind of sanitized street art that's sold on 53rd Street outside MoMA or on the sidewalk in SoHo -- work aimed at tourists seeking an arty yet unchallenging New York souvenir."

A Brody work inspired by Marilyn Monroe sold at the amfAR Cannes Gala last month for $425,000. Kennedy Pollard/amfAR via Getty Images


And viewers on social media haven't taken too kindly to Brody's painterly side. Last month, one of Brody's creations, a blue-eyeshadowed Marilyn Monroe, the Hollywood sign poking out behind a puff of her blonde hair, sold at the amfAR Cannes Gala for $425,000. The painting became a source of mockery online, and drew criticism for being derivative.

Writing for Artnet, the columnist Annie Armstrong lopped Brody into a growing trend of "red-chip art," styles once dismissed as tacky -- often involving a graffiti aesthetic -- that sit at the other end of the spectrum from blue-chip art, whose traditional galleries exhibit established names in the rarefied world of fine art.

But Brody has his defenders.

In "Made in America," many works feature a cartoon character brandishing a weapon. Sam Hellmann for The New York Times


"He's real," said Guy Klimovsky, Eden Gallery's chief executive. "He is himself."

"Yes, people will come because it's him," he continued, "but they will forget. Because when I see an artwork, without knowing who made it, the artworks are rich. They're interesting. They have a story connection to the U.S., the story of the U.S., to the icon of the U.S."

It's all part of being an artist, his mother said.

"I think when you stick your neck out into the world you'll have good and bad comments and that's the risk of it," Plachy said.

Sitting outside the gallery the day before the opening, Brody looked down at his hands, covered in acrylic paint.

"It's a lot of pressure to reveal this," he said. "I've literally been hiding the works."

"Hiding maybe isn't the right word," he added, "but working quietly for a very long time and not showing, intentionally, to kind of develop this and do it at my pace. And so this is kind of ripping a band aid off."

 Sam Hellmann for The New York Times
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For 'Purpose' Cast, Navigating Revisions Became a 'Juggling Act'

Ahead of the Tony Awards, the playwright Branden Jacobs-Jenkins and the acclaimed ensemble reflected on the challenges of balancing the many script revisions.

"Buckle up": The first act of "Purpose" closes with an explosive dinner scene, featuring, from left: Harry Lennix, Alana Arenas, Jon Michael Hill, Kara Young, Glenn Davis and LaTanya Richardson Jackson. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Salamishah Tillet



Jun 03, 2025 at 03:13 PM

Branden Jacobs-Jenkins's Tony-nominated play "Purpose," set in the Chicago home of a family of Black upper-class civil rights leaders, seems, at first, to be inspired by the political drama involving the Rev. Jesse Jackson's clan. But those assumptions are upended by the play's highly original take on the themes of sacrifice, succession, asexuality and spirituality.

The family saga, which won this year's Pulitzer Prize for drama, showcases even more of the vivid language, spitfire dialogue and sweeping sense of American history that garnered Jacobs-Jenkins a Tony Award last year for "Appropriate." And like that production, this play's ensemble has been nominated for multiple acting awards -- five in all.

Originally staged in 2023 at Chicago's Steppenwolf Theater, and directed by Phylicia Rashad, "Purpose" was revised, refined and expanded throughout its Broadway preview period. Jacobs-Jenkins readily admits that this process is not unusual for him, much less the writers he has studied intently, like August Wilson or Tennessee Williams. On a recent afternoon, however, a conversation about his collaboration with the cast turned lively with Jacobs-Jenkins calling it "family therapy."

We were sitting on the Helen Hayes Theater stage -- at the dining-room table where the play's most memorable fight plays out -- with the show's six cast members, Harry Lennix, who plays the patriarch and preacher Solomon Jasper; LaTanya Richardson Jackson, as the pragmatic and perspicacious matriarch Claudine Jasper; Jon Michael Hill, as the narrator and the monastic younger son, Nazareth; Glenn Davis, as the beguiling older son, Junior; Alana Arenas, as his windstorm of a wife, Morgan; and Kara Young, who plays Nazareth's naive friend Aziza. (Arenas, Davis and Hill are all the Steppenwolf members around whom Jacobs-Jenkins originally conceived of the play.)

Video: 


"This is so naked," Jacobs-Jenkins said, "because I never had this conversation in front of you all before. I've said all this to individual journalists." These are edited excerpts from the conversation.

These characters have so many layers and flaws. How do you approach their trajectories?

HARRY LENNIX Somebody once said that history is really a battle of two rights. All of the characters here are right. They all have perfectly excellent, justifiable reasons to be precisely how they are. The question is how those things are going to work out under this pressure cooker, and the beauty of it is how they're going to communicate.

How much did the play change for Broadway?

JON MICHAEL HILL I feel like certain character arcs got refined or shifted.

LATANYA RICHARDSON JACKSON Everyone always tells a writer, everything isn't a pearl. The problem with Branden is, it's a pearl. But you can't put them all in this play, or we'll be here all day. How do you tell somebody that everything that's growing from them is a rose and you got to kill the rose?

JACOBS-JENKINS You are the first person to go, "Branden, can I have that pearl back?"

JACKSON Well, I was talking about me, though. I said, "You can throw them other roses away." Morgan already has the best lines in the play. She don't need no more.

Video: 


HILL This was exactly what rehearsal was like.

JACOBS-JENKINS It's just easy when you are working with actors you want to see. You want to give them more because you want them to keep acting for you. Rehearsal is my happy place. The actors are making choices in the rehearsals that are making me ask new questions, or they'll have an answer that I never thought of. That's the play in the play for me. So, I'm building the world with the company.

As actors, how did you adapt to the rewrites?

GLENN DAVIS The hardest day I've ever had as an actor: Branden rewrote our two scenes in the second act. And I didn't have enough time and brain space to implement it that day and then do it that night. We rehearsed the new scene that day, and then performed the old scene that night. And that was a juggling act because I got two scenes in my head, and I just said to Jon, "Hey, man, I don't know what's going to come out of my mouth, but if you just keep this car in the middle of the road, I'm going to follow you."

HILL The monologues went through some restructures, and there were a couple of times I went out there not sure if I was going to remember where they were. There is a leap of faith required in some of this. Once we start, there's no going backstage to check the script. So that was terrifying. But there's nothing like that rush of figuring it out in front of people.

YOUNG Every single time I heard something new, it struck a chord inside of me. The rewrites at the top of Act II, Naz's monologue, I was shooketh, like capital TH. I was shooketh, and I wept. It's as if Branden is actually doing open-heart surgery on the heart of the play. We have to connect this vein to this vein in order for the blood to pump just a little bit through. And every single time it's pumping. The surgeries that were happening in the rewrites were so meticulously crafted and thought out.

Video: 


ALANA ARENAS Honestly, I would've had a mental breakdown. There were days in Chicago before we even got to New York where I would see Jon's rewrites, I would see him flip a page and I would just reach over and be like, "Are you OK?" and he was. Because for me, I could see myself onstage like, "I can't do it." Jon is a fantastic, incredible actor, but nobody can overstate the mental load of maintaining all of these different versions.

JACKSON It was very challenging because I'm 75, and this is not my process. But you know what? I attributed it all to them, because they said, "We got you. We got you." And they have been my safety net.

ARENAS [To Jacobs-Jenkins] What do you think would best support your process? I think that when some actors set off to do a play, they are very interested in continuing to search in the performance. You're trying every night in search of that. This is the first time where I considered that a writer is on the same journey, because sometimes you meet writers and they're like, "That's what I wrote." But, it is totally feasible for a writer to be on that same journey of figuring it out. They should be allowed that.

JACOBS-JENKINS Historically, this is how theater is supposed to be made. We're supposed to be in the room with the actors, the instruments, figuring out how they play. But, I do understand that for many actors, there is a lot of panic about feeling vulnerable in front of an audience, when your job is to be confident in the illusion.

"You know in the first act you're leading toward something," Glenn Davis said about the dinner scene. "It doesn't disappoint, it dramatically meets and exceeds the expectations." Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


Depending on where audience members are sitting, they will see different perspectives during the dinner scene. What are that scene's stakes?

JACOBS-JENKINS It was the initial spark of the play. And then I discovered that I wanted Jon to break the fourth wall, and speak directly to the audience like Tom in "The Glass Menagerie," and I began writing all these reams of prose, essentially, trying to figure out how to make it work dramatically.

DAVIS One of the things Branden does really well is that you know in the first act you're leading toward something. They've been talking about this dinner, but then Naz turns to the audience and says, "All right, buckle up." And it doesn't disappoint, it dramatically meets and exceeds the expectations.

LENNIX The real presence of this play is a family. It is a unit that is broken. As dysfunctional as that scene seems, what is at issue is how do we properly love? We think about these things in philosophical terms and theological terms all the time. What is ultimate reality? How can you have good and bad? How can you have free choice if you do not use it? I think that people forget that at play are a bunch of themes --

JACKSON Which are exposed at that table, pretty much.

LENNIX That are exposed at the table. But these questions remain. I think that the genius of Branden is he puts these positions on the table without attempting to answer them.
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Europe's Bickering Pair Search for Unity on Trump and Ukraine

President Emmanuel Macron of France and Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni of Italy have regularly sniped at each other, but they met in Rome in pursuit of common goals.

Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni of Italy and President Emmanuel Macron of France at the G7 summit in Savelletri, Italy, last year. Guglielmo Mangiapane/Reuters



By Emma Bubola
Reporting from Rome


Jun 03, 2025 at 10:47 AM

Few European leaders are as inherently distant as Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni of Italy and President Emmanuel Macron of France. Her political roots are in the nationalist right; his are in the globalist, technocratic center. They have regularly tilted at each other, and people in Ms. Meloni's entourage concede the two leaders do not share great chemistry.

Yet on Tuesday Ms. Meloni and Mr. Macron held a bilateral meeting in Rome, the French leader's first official trip to Italy specifically to meet the Italian prime minister since she took office in 2022.

Coming on the heels of public sniping between them last month, the visit highlighted the acute pressure European leaders are under to seek to come together in pursuit of their shared goals. Despite their differences, both Mr. Macron and Ms. Meloni want to end a shooting war in Ukraine, avert a trade war with the United States and steady relations with a mercurial President Trump.

"At some point, the international situation made this dysfunction unworkable," said Jean-Pierre Darnis, a professor of Italian politics and contemporary history at the Universite Cote d'Azur in Nice.

Still it remains to be seen whether a tete-a-tete and a dinner on Tuesday took the chill out of relations between two leaders who, Claudio Cerasa, the editor of Italy's newspaper Il Foglio, wrote this week "are made to misunderstand each other."

In a statement on Tuesday night, the two said Italy and France "intend to strengthen their common commitment to a more sovereign Europe," and "coordinate their positions on transatlantic relations, as well as on the economic and commercial security of the European Union."

Ms. Meloni forged her political identity as an outsider, vigorously opposing the kind of liberal internationalism and perceived elitism embodied by Mr. Macron, who attended the right schools and worked as an investment banker. She grew up in a working-class neighborhood and came to lead a nationalist, anti-immigrant party with roots in Italy's fascist past.

Ms. Meloni campaigning in Naples in 2022 for her hard-right Brothers of Italy party. Andreas Solaro/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Mr. Macron has spent much of his political career battling Marine Le Pen, France's top far-right nationalist figure, who was his leading opponent in the last two presidential elections. He sees in Ms. Meloni "a powdered copy of Marine Le Pen and sees in her legitimization the risk of legitimizing Le Pen," Mr. Cerasa said.

For nationalist Italians like many of Ms. Meloni's supporters, France is often seen as an overweening historical rival that has meddled in Italian politics, said Mr. Darnis.

"Put those two things together, it more or less explains why they didn't really want to have a nice photo together," Mr. Darnis said.

The two leaders have profoundly different visions for Europe, too.

Even as Ms. Meloni has tempered her most inflammatory anti European Union rhetoric, she still criticizes what she calls overreach by the E.U. Mr. Macron has made an unwavering commitment to a stronger, more integrated Europe a core part of his political identity.

Mr. Macron has long called for European "strategic autonomy," with reduced reliance on American power, and France spends more than Italy on its military.

He and Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain have suggested deploying European troops to Ukraine as a peacekeeping force after a cease-fire. Ms. Meloni opposes that idea, which would be deeply unpopular in Italy, where anti-military sentiment runs deep.

Mr. Macron, with President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine and Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain, at a meeting of European leaders in Kyiv last month. Genya Savilov/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


She also faces the challenge of balancing her own stance with that of her Deputy Prime Minister and coalition partner, Matteo Salvini, leader of the far-right League Party, who has consistently leveraged Italy's antiwar sentiment and spoken forcefully against European rearmament efforts.

Ms. Meloni did not join the so-called "coalition of the willing," a group of European nations mustered by Britain and France to back Ukraine. Last month, when European leaders huddled around a speakerphone in a conference room in Tirana, Albania, to discuss peace in Ukraine with President Trump, Ms. Meloni was absent.

She explained that the group had the goal of deploying European troops to Ukraine, and she was not available to do that.

Mr. Macron rebutted her claim as "fake news."

Shortly after, Ms. Meloni, in a veiled barb at the French president, said at a news conference that it was necessary "to set aside personal ambitions that risk undermining the unity of the West."

Italian and French officials insist that the countries' ministers and diplomats work well together, and Ms. Meloni said that news reports about a crisis between Italy and France were overblown.

Even so, government officials and independent observers have called the bickering between Rome and Paris an annoyance, even embarrassing.

"We can't do this soap opera anymore," read a headline on Italian newspaper Domani last week as it pleaded with leaders to "get over" the rivalry.

The Tuesday meeting, experts say, will partly serve as a public show of unity.

"It's symbolic," said Marc Lazar, a professor of Italian-French relations at Rome's Luiss Guido Carli university. "It's a move to say 'the two are talking.'"

"There is an infinite amount of issues to talk about," Ms. Meloni told reporters on Friday. "I am very happy that Emmanuel Macron is coming to Rome."

Catherine Porter contributed reporting from Paris.
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As Trump Wavers, Europe Is More Optimistic About Defending Ukraine

Europe has the money and the artillery shells, but key U.S. capabilities like operational intelligence and air defense would be difficult to replace.

A Ukrainian soldier on the lookout for armed Russian Shahed drones at an air defense position in the Kharkiv region last month. Tyler Hicks/The New York Times



By Steven Erlanger
Steven Erlanger regularly covers NATO and the diplomacy around the Russian invasion of Ukraine.


Jun 04, 2025 at 10:02 AM

European nations are increasingly optimistic that they can support Ukraine financially and militarily against Russia even if President Trump decides to wash his hands of the conflict, as he often threatens, and instead focuses on normalizing relations with Moscow.

But even with their best efforts, the Europeans cannot replace all of what the United States provides Ukraine -- most important, real-time intelligence about Russian forces, incoming missiles and how and where to target the enemy. Ukraine's ability to fight effectively relies largely on that American intelligence.

"The Ukrainians don't want this to be cut off no matter what," said Camille Grand, a former NATO assistant secretary general. American intelligence is so sophisticated that it tells the Ukrainian military where Russian brigade headquarters are, where to target missiles and where to aim air defenses against incoming missiles, he said.

Despite Mr. Trump's complaints about Ukraine, the United States has continued to provide intelligence to Kyiv, save for a pause for a few days after Mr. Trump took umbrage with President Volodymyr Zelensky in the Oval Office. It has also delivered weapons and equipment authorized by Congress during former President Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s administration. But that authorization, about $61 billion, is expected to run out in the next few months, and there is no talk in Washington of another appropriation of funds.

NATO defense ministers are focusing on spending goals and aid to Ukraine at meetings on Wednesday and Thursday in Brussels. Though Ukraine launched one of its most ambitious attacks yet in Russia over the weekend and attacked a key bridge on Tuesday, the issue is increasingly urgent as Ukrainian officials sound alarms about weapons shortfalls and Russia ramps up another offensive.

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine and Mark Rutte, the secretary general of NATO, in Albania last month. NATO defense ministers are expected to focus on Ukraine at meetings this week in Brussels. Pool photo by Leon Neal


European officials and analysts expect that Mr. Trump will not cut off intelligence to Kyiv or the Starlink satellite communications system or oppose European efforts to buy some key American military equipment, like air defense missiles, and hand them over to Ukraine. Such purchases could help Ukraine maintain its capabilities in areas where U.S. weapons and systems outperform European versions.

Their expectations have been boosted by Mr. Trump's overt frustration with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia. Mr. Putin has intensified the war, hit more civilian targets and begun a summer offensive, rather than agree to Mr. Trump's desire for a cease-fire and an end to the bloodshed. Ukraine and Russia met Monday in Istanbul for peace talks that yielded little progress.

But the European members of NATO, who also represent the largest and most important members of the European Union, are largely united in their commitment to support Ukraine no matter what Washington decides to do.

The Ukraine Defense Contact Group, a gathering of scores of countries who support Kyiv militarily, met on Wednesday at NATO under the chairmanship of Britain and Germany. The group was originally organized and chaired by the United States under Mr. Biden.

But in a sign of Washington's disengagement, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth chose not to attend the gathering in Brussels or to participate online, even though he is scheduled to arrive in Brussels on Thursday for the meeting of the defense ministers. It was the first time a U.S. defense secretary has not attended the Ukraine group meeting in some form.

But European officials promised continuing aid to Ukraine. Ukraine's supporters were providing "everything it needs and for as long as it needs," said Defense Minister Boris Pistorius of Germany. "We will continue to expand this support, and we will maintain it for the long term."

The Europeans regard a sovereign, independent Ukraine as a key element of their own security against a more aggressive, imperialist Russia, which demands a retreat of NATO forces to 1997 lines. That would create a larger gray zone of uncertainty and instability in Europe again, including all the countries of Central Europe.

NATO troops supporting national forces are stationed in the alliance countries that flank Russia, from the Baltics in the north to Bulgaria in the south, with eight forward-based multinational battalions and a ninth to come in Finland.

"The Europeans have made a basic strategic decision that Ukraine cannot be overrun, that they can't let that happen," said Lawrence Freedman, emeritus professor of War Studies, King's College London.

Soldiers from Finland, Britain, the U.S., Germany, and other NATO nations participating in a maritime training drill off the coast of Norway in March. Davide Monteleone for The New York Times


Money is not the main issue, officials and analysts agree. Europe is already providing more money to Ukraine than the United States and can afford to give more. It has committed at least 23 billion euros for this year, roughly $26 billion, according to Kaja Kallas, the E.U. foreign and security chief. And there is more to be had from new defense loans and the leveraging or seizing of the EU210 billion, or nearly $240 billion, of frozen Russian assets held in Europe.

The controversial mineral resources deal between the United States and Ukraine could also be used to offset direct American arms sales to Ukraine. American sales would be deducted from Ukraine's share, which would allow Mr. Trump to insist that arms supplies are not a gift.

The war in Ukraine, which is now more than three years old, is also in some ways becoming cheaper to fight than when it began, as the two sides have moved to the use of sophisticated drones and artillery, rather than tanks and planes. The Europeans are now able to supply Ukraine with enough artillery shells, the analysts say, from their own increasing production and from purchases elsewhere. And European countries are investing more into the Ukrainian defense industry, which is proving "to be more efficient and adaptable than we are," Mr. Freedman said.

Just last week, Chancellor Friedrich Merz of Germany announced a $5.7 billion arms package for Ukraine, including investment in missile production there. Ukraine is increasingly producing its own drones, missiles, vehicles, and artillery -- fully 40 percent of its needs, President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine said on Monday.

But the time between investment and product delivery worries the Ukrainians as the American pipeline begins to dry up. 

What is hard to obtain are large numbers of air defense missiles, like the American Patriot. The Europeans have some Patriots, some of which they have already donated to Ukraine, mostly from German stocks, and European companies produce their own lesser versions, like the SAMP/T. But unlike the Patriot, it cannot shoot down fast-moving ballistic missiles.

German and Ukrainian troops with Patriot missile batteries in Mecklenburg, Germany, last year. Pool photo by Jens Buttner


And there is no perfect replacement for the deep-strike capability and availability in volume of the HIMARS system, the U.S. mobile long-range missile, Mr. Grand said. The Europeans have airborne cruise missiles like the Storm Shadow and the Scalp, but in smaller numbers, and it is still not clear whether Germany will allow the export of its Taurus cruise missile. 

Experts are optimistic that Ukraine will be able to hold off Russia's summer offensive without significant losses. "The Russians always hope the next offensive will make a difference," said Mr. Freedman. But even if the Russians gain ground, they lack enough experienced troops to hold it, he said.

"They still have no better idea than to throw people at the front lines," he added.

If Ukraine beats back the Russian offensive, Russia will have largely exhausted its own weapons stocks and be reliant on new production, making it more vulnerable to international supply chains and foreign chips, said Jack Watling, a military expert at the defense think tank RUSI. And next year Russia will also face more domestic economic pressure, especially if oil prices remain low.

The Russian military has also performed relatively poorly in offensive operations, said Seth G. Jones of the Center for Strategic and International Studies. Russia has seized less than 1 percent of Ukrainian territory since January 2024 and at great loss of life.

Last month, it lost about 1,000 casualties a day -- dead, wounded or missing in action, said Mr. Grand. British defense intelligence judges that Russians will have suffered 1 million casualties, dead and wounded, by this summer. 

Marc Santora and Maria Varenikova contributed reporting from Kyiv, Ukraine.
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News Analysis


As Drones Transform Warfare, NATO May Be Vulnerable

Assaults in Russia and Ukraine have shown major military powers that they are unprepared for evolving forms of warfare, and need to adapt.

Soldiers with Ukraine's 42nd Separate Mechanized Brigade who watch for, and try to shoot down, Russian drones, in the Kharkiv region last month. Tyler Hicks/The New York Times



By Lara Jakes
Lara Jakes writes about weapons and global conflicts.


Jun 04, 2025 at 10:03 AM

The drone attacks that have filled the skies over Ukraine and Russia the past few weeks have not only cemented a new era of warfare, they have also shown Western countries how ill-prepared they are for it.

On Sunday, Ukraine launched over 100 drones it had smuggled into Russia to strike air bases there, damaging or destroying as many as 20 strategic aircraft thousands of miles apart. That sent defense officials in some NATO nations rushing to assess whether they, too, could be vulnerable, if an adversary using drones could severely hobble a big military power -- be it Russia, China or even the United States.

"This is more than an isolated incident -- it's a glimpse into the character of future conflict, where war won't be confined to neatly drawn front lines," said James Patton Rogers, a drone warfare expert at Cornell University. He said the urgent question for NATO, after "an impressive attack by Ukraine," is to determine the vulnerabilities of its own air bases, bombers and critical infrastructure.

Before the Ukrainian barrage, Russia had intensified a near-daily deluge of long-range drones to attack military and civilian targets across Ukraine, demonstrating an ability to launch thousands of uncrewed aircraft as quickly as they are built, experts said. By comparison, defense manufacturers in the United States and Europe have struggled for more than three years to ramp up weapons production.

NATO knows it has much to learn.

Earlier this year, NATO opened a joint training center with Ukrainian forces in Poland to share lessons from Russia's invasion. Ukraine's military is the largest (aside from Russia's) and most battled-tested in Europe, even if it is struggling to maintain territory in its border region.

At the same time, much of the military alliance is still focused on warfare of the past, and unable to keep up with an unending stream of cyberattacks and other hybrid activity that threatens energy infrastructure, financial institutions and government databases lying far beyond traditional front lines.

China protects its aircraft with over 3,000 hardened shelters, while the United States has exposed tarmacs "and assumptions," Simone Ledeen, a top Pentagon policy official during President Trump's first term, wrote on social media after Ukraine's broad drone attack.

"A well-timed swarm could blind us before we're airborne," Ms. Ledeen wrote.

Tracers from defensive fire during a Russian drone attack on Kyiv, in February. Gleb Garanich/Reuters


The U.S. military reported 350 drone sightings across about 100 military installations last year, Gen. Gregory Guillot, the head of the North American Aerospace Defense Command, told lawmakers in February.

A new government review of Britain's defense capabilities, released this week, made clear that other alliance members are also aware of their vulnerabilities.

If forced to fight in the next few years, the review said, Britain and its allies could find themselves battling adversaries with newer weapons and technology. It called for heavy investment in air and land drones, including stockpiling one-way attack drones -- those that kill by smashing into their targets and exploding.

"Whoever gets new technology into the hands of their armed forces the quickest will win," the review noted.

Both Russia and Ukraine have spent billions of dollars to build their respective drone fleets since the war began.

Two years ago, Ukraine produced about 800,000 drones; this year it is projected to churn out more than 5 million, said Kateryna Bondar, a former adviser to Ukraine's government who is now at the Center for Strategic and International Studies research group in Washington. Among them are weapons known as "missile drones" because they can purportedly fly as far as 1,800 miles.

Ukrainian drone pilot in the Kharkiv region in April. Tyler Hicks/The New York Times


Just last weekend, before the surprise attack on Russia, President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine told allies he hoped to scale up his military's drone program with additional financial backing. "Our operations show the impact that investment can have, especially in drones," he said.

Britain agreed, pledging Wednesday to help Ukraine procure 100,000 drones this year -- 10 times more than initially planned.

Russia, which is projected to spend more than 7 percent of its gross domestic product on defense this year, has saturated Ukraine's skies and overwhelmed its air defenses with more than 1,000 drones each week since March, experts say. Most of them are Geran-series drones -- Russia's homegrown version of the Iranian-designed long-range Shahed attack aircraft -- some of which cost as little as $20,000 to build.

While far cheaper than, for example, a $1 million long-range Storm Shadow missile, the Geran drones are still likely costing Russia several millions of dollars each day.

"If they can launch hundreds of these a day, that means they have to manufacture hundreds of these a day as well," said Samuel Bendett, an expert on Russian drones and other weapons at the Center for Naval Analysis.

The uptick has coincided with cease-fire talks Mr. Trump is pushing as Russia seeks to seize more territory in Ukraine before any settlement is reached.

It also aims to remind the world of Russia's enduring might -- even if it still suffers setbacks like Ukraine's weekend strikes.

"No one, really, in Europe is prepared to adequately handle this type of threat," Mr. Bendett said.

A residential building after a Russian drone strike on Kyiv, last month. Sergei Supinsky/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Eric Schmitt contributed reporting.
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China Really Wants to Attract Talented Scientists. Trump Just Helped.

Even before the U.S. threatened to bar international students and besieged universities, China's huge spending campaign on the sciences was bearing fruit.

A view of Westlake University, a research university in the tech hub of Hangzhou, China, in May.



By Vivian Wang
Vivian Wang reported from Hangzhou, China, home of Westlake University, as well as Beijing.


Jun 04, 2025 at 05:01 AM

China was already scoring wins in its rivalry with the United States for scientific talent. It had drawn some of the world's best researchers to its campuses, people decorated with Nobel Prizes, MacArthur "Genius" grants and seemingly every other academic laurel on offer.

Now the Trump administration's policies might soon bolster China's efforts.

Under President Trump, the United States is slashing the research funding that helped establish its reputation as the global leader in science and technology. The president is also attacking the country's premier universities, and trying to limit the enrollment of international students.

Scientists from China are under particular pressure, as U.S. officials have said that they may pose a national security threat by funneling valuable knowledge to China. Chinese-born scientists have been investigated or even arrested. Last week, the Trump administration said it would work to "aggressively revoke" the visas of Chinese students in "critical fields."

As a result, many scholars are looking elsewhere.

And Chinese institutions have been quick to try and capitalize. Universities in Hong Kong and Xi'an said they would offer streamlined admission to transfer students from Harvard. An ad from a group with links to the Chinese Academy of Sciences welcomed "talents who have been dismissed by the U.S. NIH," or National Institutes of Health.

Students taking photos at Peking University in Beijing, on Friday. Andrea Verdelli for The New York Times


"The United States is shooting itself in the foot," said Zhang Xiaoming, an anatomy expert who last year left the Baylor College of Medicine, in Texas, to lead the medical education program at Westlake University, a research university in the tech hub of Hangzhou.

"Since I went to the United States more than 30 years ago, so much of its research has been supported by foreigners, including many Chinese," said Professor Zhang, who emphasized that he was speaking for himself, not his employer. "Without foreigners, at least in the field of scientific research, they can't go on."

On its own, China had become more attractive to scientists in recent years because of the huge investments the country has made in research. Westlake is a prime example.

Established in 2018 by several high-profile scientists who had themselves returned to China from the West, Westlake's campus exudes technological advancement. A spaceship-like tower looms over rows of research laboratories. Computing centers and animal testing facilities cluster around a central lawn, in a shape designed to evoke a biological cell.

In its main academic building, portraits of dozens of professors are on display -- all of whom were recruited from overseas. There is Guan Kunliang, a biochemist who won a MacArthur "Genius" grant while in Michigan; Cheng Jianjun, a materials engineer honored multiple times by the National Science Foundation; Yu Hongtao, a Harvard-educated cell biologist who received millions in funding from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute in Maryland.

Recruitment notices advertise high compensation, in line with those at top foreign universities.

Westlake has been perhaps the most successful Chinese university at recruiting overseas talent, but it is far from the only one. Between 2010 and 2021, nearly 12,500 scientists of Chinese descent left the United States for China, according to a study published in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. The rate of departure was accelerating: More than half of them left in just the five years between 2017 and 2021.

Portraits of world-class scientists displayed in the main academic building of Westlake University in Hangzhou. Vivian Wang/The New York Times


The trend has only continued in the last few years, said Yu Xie, a professor at Princeton University who coauthored the study.

Nor is it only Chinese-born scientists who are jumping ship. Charles Lieber, a former Harvard chemist who was convicted in 2023 of failing to disclose payments from a Chinese university, recently joined Tsinghua University.

Chinese scientists have long flocked to American universities, lured by the promise of a world-class education and resources that their home country could not provide. In the 1980s, Chinese scientists who visited the United States would collect disposable test tubes to reuse in China, said Rao Yi, a neurobiologist at Peking University in Beijing, who studied and worked in the United States for two decades.

The admiration continued even as China's economy boomed. In 2020, nearly one-fifth of Ph.D.s in science, technology, engineering and mathematics awarded in the United States went to students from China, according to data from the National Science Foundation. Historically, the vast majority of those Ph.D.s stayed in the United States -- 87 percent between 2005 and 2015, the data showed. Many became U.S. citizens, and they have helped the United States accumulate patents, publications and Nobel Prizes.

But in recent years, more scientists have been returning to China, drawn partly by government recruitment programs promising them millions of dollars in funding as well as housing subsidies and other perks. China's spending on research and development is now second only to the United States. And Chinese institutions such as Tsinghua and Zhejiang University now routinely rank among the best in the world for science and technology.

The investment is part of a plan to turn China into a scientific superpower, especially in strategically important fields such as artificial intelligence, semiconductors and biotechnology.

"The scientific and technological revolution is intertwined with the game between superpowers," China's leader, Xi Jinping, said last year.

At the same time, the United States has been pushing scientists away for years, in particular by investigating their ties with China. 

Lu Wuyuan, a protein chemist formerly at the University of Maryland, was one of those targeted. He was investigated by the National Institutes of Health for allegedly failing to disclose research ties to China -- ties he said Maryland knew about. After 20 years at the university, he quit in 2020.

Professor Lu Wuyuan, a researcher at the Fudan University Medical School, photographed in Shanghai, China on Friday. Qilai Shen for The New York Times


Most of the cases brought under the so-called China Initiative eventually collapsed. Many researchers criticized the campaign as racial profiling.

Professor Lu, who now works at Fudan University in Shanghai, said that many of his friends mused about leaving the United States, but most chose to stay because they had built lives there. 

The Trump administration's assault on research funding may change that. 

"If they cut so much funding, I believe that may be the last straw for many people," Professor Lu said. 

Still, China faces its own issues in poaching talent.

It has become harder for Chinese universities to meet and woo overseas scientists, as Chinese scholars have had trouble securing visas to the United States to attend academic conferences. Researchers in America also face restrictions in visiting China; Texas, for example, prohibits employees of public universities from traveling to China for work.

The scientists who have returned to China largely fall into a few categories: those who are early in their careers, or who are nearing retirement, or who felt pushed out by investigations. Established midcareer scholars are still reluctant to leave, multiple scientists said.

Professor Rao at Peking University, who was also one of Westlake's co-founders, said that China's progress in recruiting international talent had also been hampered by jealousy among domestic colleagues.

Professor Rao Yi, left, watching students doing research in a laboratory at Peking University, in Beijing, on Friday. Andrea Verdelli for The New York Times


"While funding should increase, it is not the key factor at this stage," Professor Rao said. "Supporting scientists based on merit and their good science is the key."

And even at home, scientists are not spared political scrutiny. Chinese universities face limits on free expression, and China's Ministry of State Security has warned that scholars returning from overseas may be spies.

Multiple Chinese-born scientists -- both those who had returned to China, and those still in the United States -- emphasized that they did not want to get entangled in politics. They were just trying to do good work.

The simple fact was, many agreed, that it was increasingly easier to do so in China.

"It's hard to survive in America. And China is developing so fast," said Fu Tianfan, 32, an artificial intelligence researcher who left Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in December to join Nanjing University.

"Whether it was the best choice," he said, "it may take some time to say."

Siyi Zhao contributed research.
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Facing a Demographic Shift, Vietnam Abolishes Two-Child Policy

Even though the regulation was loosely enforced, the nation's birthrate fell to a record low last year.

A family in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, which instituted a two-child policy in 1988. Hannah Reyes Morales for The New York Times



By Damien Cave
Reporting from Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam


Jun 04, 2025 at 09:35 AM

Vietnam has eliminated its policy of limiting families to having no more than two children, as the country seeks to boost a declining fertility rate that threatens its long-term economic prospects.

The new regulation, approved by the National Assembly on Tuesday, formalizes what had already been common practice for most Vietnamese couples -- with the exception of Communist Party officials. Since the fertility policy was introduced in 1988, and until the legal change this week, party members could lose bonuses or be fired for having more than two children.

Now, all families can have as many children as they want, and, in fact, officials are actively encouraging couples to procreate as their concerns about Vietnam's demographic balance have begun to intensify. The country of 100 million saw its birthrate fall to a record low last year, at 1.91 children per woman. It was the third consecutive year that Vietnam's birthrate dropped below the replacement level of 2.1.

Like many countries across Asia -- including China, Japan, South Korea -- Vietnam fears a downward spiral: Fewer children born now means fewer workers later to support the economy and larger generations of aging citizens. It is currently in a demographic sweet spot, with a bumper crop of young workers, but that is already starting to change.

"Vietnam is in the period of population aging," according to the United Nations Population Fund. The agency said the transition from an "aging" to an "aged" population will occur over just 20 years.

To try and counter the shrinking size of families, Vietnam has rolled out dating shows and propaganda posters that aim to goad young people into having more babies. In Ho Chi Minh City, where the fertility rate fell to just 1.39 last year, officials recently introduced a baby bonus of around $120 to be given to women who have two children before turning 35.

Some southern provinces have adopted similar reward policies.

But as is the case in other countries, there is little sign that payments or public service campaigns will reverse the trend and persuade young couples to have more children.

In Facebook comments responding to the Vietnam Ministry of Health's official post announcing the policy change, many people scorned the idea of large families for all the usual reasons, including the high cost of living in cities and the lack of affordable child care.

One woman wrote that she couldn't afford to raise two kids, so "why have more and suffer?"

Nguyen Thi Tuyet Lan, 35, a shop owner in Hanoi with one child -- a young daughter -- said that she welcomed the policy change but insisted it would have little impact on her family planning decisions.

She said she saw how hard it was growing up in a family with three siblings, and did not want to repeat the pattern.

"I want to focus my love and my money to invest into my daughter's education and her future," she said. "It costs a big chunk of my family income to send her to a private school, extracurricular classes such as English, music and holiday travels. I am not sure if I can afford to have another child."

Tung Ngo contributed reporting from Hanoi
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 South Korea's New Leader Name Checks North Korea but Not China

Lee Jae-myung's inauguration speech was a sign of the diplomatic maneuvering he will need to pull off to navigate relations with China and the United States.

President Lee Jae-myung giving his inauguration speech at the National Assembly in Seoul on Wednesday, hours after he clinched a comfortable election victory. Pool photo by Anthony Wallace



By Choe Sang-Hun
Reporting from Seoul


Jun 04, 2025 at 10:26 AM

Within hours of being elected president of South Korea, Lee Jae-myung began  work on Wednesday by calling for dialogue with its arch enemy, North Korea, to bring peace to the Korean Peninsula. He also stressed South Korea's commitment to its security alliance with the United States.

In his nationally televised inauguration speech at the rotunda lobby hall of the National Assembly, Mr. Lee reaffirmed diplomatic cooperation with  the Trump administration, with whom he must work to negotiate over tariffs and maintain its security alliance, and pledged to solidify trilateral cooperation with the United States and Japan.

 But Mr. Lee shied away from commenting directly on how he would tackle the thorny diplomatic challenges he faces as president, such as the growing rivalry between the United States, South Korea's only military ally, and China, its largest trading partner.

Unlike his campaign-trail speeches, where  Mr. Lee called for improving ties with  China, his swearing-in address did not mention  it by name , reflecting the delicate diplomatic negotiations his government will face in the coming months. Mr. Lee wants to mend his country's strained relations with China to help spur economic growth. But Washington is asking Seoul to play a bigger role in containing China.

 On Wednesday, Mr. Lee  only made an indirect reference to China: "I will approach relations with neighboring countries from a perspective of national interest and pragmatism ."

The militaries of South Korea and its ally the United States took part in joint exercises in Yeoncheon in March. Ahn Young-Joon/Associated Press


In Washington, Secretary of State Marco Rubio congratulated Mr. Lee on his election, reconfirming the United States' "ironclad commitment" to their alliance.  "We are also modernizing the  alliance to meet the demands of today's strategic environment and address new economic challenges ," Mr. Rubio said.

Mr. Lee's predecessor, Yoon Suk Yeol, who was expelled from office in April after his short-lived imposition of martial law, antagonized Beijing by aligning Seoul more firmly with  Washington in the strategic competition between the  two superpowers . He also won plaudits from Washington for improving ties with Tokyo to make trilateral cooperation possible.

"We can expect tensions if his government doesn't align with Washington's approach to China and Japan," said Duyeon Kim, a Seoul-based fellow with the Center for a New American Security. "Typically, there has been more policy discord between Seoul and Washington when there was a progressive government in South Korea."

In Japan, Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba on Wednesday expressed hope  for an early meeting with Mr. Lee, continuing the practice of exchanging visits by the leaders of the two neighboring  nations.

"I hope to step up cooperation between Japan and South Korea, and trilaterally with the United States, under President Lee Jae-myung on the occasion of the 60th anniversary" of the normalization of diplomatic ties between Tokyo and Seoul, Mr. Ishiba told reporters at his office.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio, center, with Japan's Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya and South Korea's Foreign Minister, Cho Tae-yul, during a NATO meeting in Brussels in April. The U.S. has pushed to develop closer trilateral relations. Pool photo by Jacquelyn Martin


 North Korea did not immediately react to Mr. Lee's inauguration. It had become increasingly hostile toward the South under Mr. Yoon, rejecting dialogue with it and threatening to use nuclear weapons against it. The North 's newly minted alliance with Russia provides its leader, Kim Jong-un, with more leverage over Seoul and Washington. Analysts say that Mr. Kim will likely demand bigger incentives for resuming talks with either.

On Wednesday, China's leader, Xi Jinping, sent a congratulatory message to Mr. Lee, calling their two nations "important neighbors and cooperative partners," Chinese state media said. Mr. Xi also said he "attaches great importance" to developing bilateral ties.

"The fundamental driving force behind the development of China-South Korea relations stems from the common interests of both sides," said Lin Jian, a Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman. "China has always opposed taking sides and confrontation between camps."

 Because Mr. Lee was filling the vacancy created by Mr. Yoon's impeachment, he took office as soon as South Korea's National Election Commission confirmed him as the winner of Tuesday's election. Overnight, he switched from campaigning for the election to organizing and launching his new administration, appointing key members of the Cabinet and his presidential office.

The South Korean National Assembly in Seoul was preparing for Mr. Lee's inauguration ceremony on Wednesday. Jun Michael Park for The New York Times


Mr. Lee faces more daunting problems than any recent South Korean leader, including responding to President Trump's tariffs, especially the ones hurting the nation's steel and autos industries.

The new president also said he would increase government spending and ease regulations to kick-start the economy and encourage businesses. Economic growth, he said, was key to creating more job opportunities and narrow economic and other inequalities.

"Lee Jae-myung will have his work cut out for him particularly on the economic front," said Wendy Cutler, vice president of the Asia Society Policy Institute. "In addition to taking immediate steps to revive the slowing Korean economy, he faces a July 8 deadline to conclude trade talks with the Trump administration."

After months of political turmoil that took a toll on South Korea's markets, investors appeared to welcomed the election result, with the country's benchmark Kospi index rising 2.5 percent on Wednesday. The won rose about half a percent against the dollar.

Mr. Lee took office at a time when his party controls Parliament, one of the few South Korean leaders to do so. That gives him political influence to push through policies. But his victory also revealed a deeply divided nation.

The election was billed largely as a referendum on Mr. Yoon and the right-wing People Power Party in the wake of his martial law, the first attempt to bring military rule back to South Korea in four decades. Still, that party's candidate, Kim Moon-soo, garnered 41 percent of the votes. Mr. Lee won the election with 49.4 percent, a smaller margin than polls had projected.

President Lee departing to the presidential office from the National Assembly following his inauguration in Seoul on Wednesday. Anthony Wallace/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Mr. Lee appealed for national unity to deal with the "complex interlocked crises" South Korea faces in the economy, diplomacy and domestic politics. He said that "unity is a barometer of competence and division the result of incompetence."

"The political forces that have neither the capability nor the will to improve the lives of the people indulge in dividing them and sowing hatred," he said. "I will become a president who ends the politics of division."

He said he would punish those who were involved in Mr. Yoon's declaration of martial law and install more institutional guardrails to prevent a future leader from attempting military rule again. But he also promised to restore a channel of dialogue and compromise with the political opposition.

Amy Chang Chien and Jin Yu Young contributed reporting.
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Israel, Fighting a War, Says It Sold More Weapons Than Ever Last Year

The exports show how Israel is pursuing new markets as its forces battle on multiple fronts.

A LORA quasi-ballistic missile by Israel Aerospace Industries was exhibited at the DEFEA Defense Exhibition in Athens in May. Louiza Vradi/Reuters



By Lara Jakes
Lara Jakes writes frequently about the weapons industry.


Jun 04, 2025 at 08:00 PM

Israel sold more weapons to other countries in 2024 than ever, government officials said on Wednesday, even as it fought on multiple fronts in the longest war in its history.

Israeli producers signed contracts to export about $14.8 billion in weapons last year, up from a previous record high of $13 billion in 2023, according to new data from Israel's Defense Ministry.

The figures reflect the remarkable speed at which Israel has ramped up its wartime production and sought new markets in Europe, where demand is growing for arms to protect against Russian aggression. They are also a rare respite in a domestic economy that has struggled during the war.

Some of the weapons were delivered in 2024, and others are part of arms deals that will take longer to complete. But the overall increase in sales came while Israeli forces were launching offensives in Gaza, Lebanon and Syria, and bombarding Iran and Yemen, in what Defense Minister Israel Katz called on Wednesday "a difficult and complex year of war."

Even as it was shipping weapons abroad, Israel also received at least $17.9 billion in military aid, including weapons, from the United States in the 12 months after Hamas led a deadly invasion on Oct. 7, 2023. Researchers have called that a conservative estimate.

Compared with American arms sales abroad -- which accounted for at least $200 billion in the fiscal year that ended in September -- Israel's exports are small.

But more than half of its sales last year -- 54 percent -- went to Europe, which is looking to boost its defense spending and quickly refill military stockpiles diminished by the war in Ukraine amid concern that the United States is no longer a reliable security partner.

"There is a real need in the world -- this conflict in Israel is not the only conflict," Boaz Levy, chief executive of the government-owned Israel Aerospace Industries, said in a recent interview.

European leaders have become increasingly agitated with the war in Gaza, which could threaten Israel's sales.

On Tuesday, Spain's Defense Ministry said it had canceled a $325 million deal for anti-tank missiles built by a subsidiary of Israel's government-owned Rafael Advanced Defense Systems as part of a "gradual disconnection of Israeli technology."

A spokesman for Rafael did not respond to a request for comment.

An Israeli missile heading toward a building in Beirut last year. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


President Trump has also questioned Israel's strategy in Gaza, prompting Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to declare last month that "we will have to wean ourselves off of American security aid."

Experts predict it would be years, if ever, before Israel could end its reliance on U.S. arms.

In the months after Hamas's attacks, the United States sent Israel air-defense systems, precision-guided munitions, artillery shells, tank rounds, small arms, Hellfire missiles used by drones and disposable shoulder-fired rockets.

In February, Mr. Trump bypassed congressional approval to speed sales of more than $12 billion in arms to Israel over the coming decade, including 2,000-pound bombs that the Biden administration had withheld over concerns they would indiscriminately kill civilians in Gaza.

Throughout last year, 48 percent of Israel's foreign sales were made up of missiles, rockets and air-defense systems, the country's Defense Ministry said. Israel's data did not detail specific deals, and it was not clear why it would sell some of the same types of weapons it needs now to fight Hamas.

Zain Hussain, who researches arms transfers at the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, said Israel had relied "quite considerably" on American military aid. "That has helped to take away a lot of the burden from Israel's arms industry," he added.

But other experts noted that some arms that take years to produce wouldn't be immediately available for Israel, anyway, and that it would be unwise in the long term to renege on foreign sales, which could risk economic and diplomatic ties. Additionally, at least some of the weapons that Israel sold potentially have different features from what its own military uses, said Bradley Bowman, a military expert at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies in Washington.

In interviews, Israeli officials said they decided after the 50-day war with Hamas in 2014 to keep weapons assembly lines in slow but constant motion so that they could ramp up quickly when necessary -- as they did immediately after the October 2023 attacks. That is how Israel has largely avoided production shortfalls that Western defense manufacturers have faced since Russia invaded Ukraine.

Still, Israel's constant combat since 2023 appears to have drained its stockpiles of some of its most needed defenses.

Analysts at the California-based Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey concluded that Israel ran short of missile interceptors last October, when at least 30 Iranian ballistic missiles landed unhindered in the southern part of the country. Within days, the United States had sent one of its advanced THAAD air-defense systems to Israel.

A reconnaissance drone in Switzerland in 2022. Fabrice Coffrini/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Yet, Israeli producers continued apace with sales of air-defense systems to Europe.

This year, Germany expects to receive Arrow batteries, which can intercept long-range ballistic missiles, as part of a $4.3 billion sale in September 2023, Israel's single largest foreign defense deal.
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Israeli-Backed Aid Sites in Gaza Close Temporarily After Deadly Shootings

The Gaza Humanitarian Foundation said it was working to improve operations, a day after health workers said at least 27 Palestinians were killed near a distribution center.

Receiving treatment at a hospital in southern Gaza on Tuesday after gunfire broke out at an aid distribution site in the area. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Aaron Boxerman
Reporting from Jerusalem


Jun 04, 2025 at 12:23 PM

The Israeli-backed group distributing food in Gaza closed its sites on Wednesday, a day after Palestinians trying to get supplies came under Israeli fire near one of the organization's aid centers.

The group, the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, which has come under increased international opprobrium after a series of deadly shootings near aid distribution points, said on Tuesday that its four centers would be shut until Thursday to work on "organization and efficiency." 

The foundation said the pause would allow it to better prepare for the large numbers of Palestinians who have been traveling to the sites since operations began last week, and late on Wednesday it extended the pause through an unspecified time on Thursday, saying on social media that maintenance and repair work was being done and that sites would open later than usual. 

The foundation added that Israeli troops were doing their own preparations along access roads leading to the distribution centers, without specifying what that entailed. The Israeli military warned Palestinians not to approach the sites or the adjacent roads, saying that they were considered "combat zones."

The pause in operations came after days in which dozens of Palestinians trying to reach one of the foundation's sites in the southern Gaza city of Rafah were killed after coming under fire, according to local health workers.

The circumstances of the episodes remain contested. On Tuesday, the Red Cross and Gaza health officials said that at least 27 people had been killed in the second large-scale deadly shooting in recent days. The Gaza Humanitarian Foundation said that a number of civilians had been injured and killed in an area outside the site but did not provide a number.

According to the Red Cross: "The majority of cases suffered gunshot wounds. Again, all responsive patients said they were trying to reach an assistance distribution site."

The Israeli military said its forces had opened fire roughly a third of a mile from the distribution site after they identified "several suspects moving toward them" away from the Israeli-designated access route. After they failed to respond to warning shots, troops fired "near a few individual suspects," the military said.

The Gaza Humanitarian Foundation began distributing aid in Gaza last week, but the rollout has been chaotic. Abdel Kareem Hana/Associated Press


Brig. Gen. Effie Defrin, the Israeli military's chief spokesman, later suggested that the casualty numbers from the incident were inflated but did not provide an alternate toll. He said the Israeli military was investigating.

On Sunday, more than 20 Palestinians were killed near an aid site, according to Gaza health officials. An Israeli military official said troops had fired "warning shots" toward Palestinians roughly a kilometer away, although the Israeli military formally denied shooting civilians "near or within" the site.

But the deadly episodes have further ensnarled the Israeli-backed aid effort, which has come under severe international criticism.

Hamish Falconer, a British Foreign Office minister responsible for the Middle East, called for an "immediate and independent investigation" into the mass casualty events and criticized the new aid system. "Israel's newly introduced measures for aid delivery are inhumane, foster desperation and endanger civilians," he said in Parliament.

Hunger has become widespread in Gaza after an 80-day Israeli blockade on food, fuel, medicine and other supplies. The Israeli government began relaxing those restrictions last month and allowed some aid to enter the enclave, much of which has been destroyed during the war.

Israel has said that the new aid distribution system, with sites in areas secured by Israeli troops and overseen mainly by U.S. contractors, would prevent the supplies from falling into the hands of Hamas. The United Nations, however, says there is no evidence that Hamas systematically diverted international aid under the previous U.N.-coordinated distribution framework.

The United Nations and other aid groups have boycotted the initiative and have warned that it could endanger Palestinian civilians by forcing them to travel on foot through a war zone and past Israeli lines.

The rollout of the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation has been chaotic. Its executive director resigned hours before the initiative was set to begin operations, and Palestinians pushed through fences at one of the sites last week, prompting Israeli troops to fire warning shots.

Huge crowds of hungry Palestinians have been arriving early each morning at the aid sites, often walking for miles in the pre-dawn darkness. Palestinian witnesses have described a violent scramble for whatever boxes of food are available.

The foundation has pushed back against much of the criticism, arguing that Hamas is trying to undermine the initiative. In a statement on Tuesday, the foundation said that more than 100,000 boxes of food had been allocated at the sites.

The Israeli military has continued its offensive against Hamas in Gaza. More than 90 people have been killed in the enclave over the past 24 hours, according to the Gaza health ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants.

Israeli leaders, including Benjamin Netanyahu, the prime minister, have threatened an immense escalation of the military campaign unless Hamas lays down its arms and releases the remaining hostages.

The war in Gaza began after the Hamas-led Oct. 7, 2023, attack on southern Israel, which the Israeli authorities say killed roughly 1,200 people and saw 250 taken hostage to Gaza, mostly civilians. Israel's subsequent campaign has killed more than 54,000 people, according to the Gaza health ministry.
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Iran's Supreme Leader Calls U.S. Nuclear Deal Proposal 'Nonsense'

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said that abandoning uranium enrichment would be against Iran's interests.

In a photo released by the Iranian state news media, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei waved during a speech in Tehran on Tuesday. Office of The Iranian Supreme Leader/Wana News Agency, via Reuters



By Amelia Nierenberg and Leily Nikounazar
Amelia Nierenberg reported from London, and Leily Nikounazar from Brussels.


Jun 04, 2025 at 12:55 PM

Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, said on Wednesday that abandoning uranium enrichment was "100 percent" against Tehran's interests, effectively rejecting a key U.S. demand in weeks of tense negotiations over Iran's nuclear program.

The Trump administration over the weekend proposed the outline of a deal that would seem to allow Iran to continue enriching uranium, which had been a sticking point in talks -- but only temporarily. With talks at an impasse, the proposal was seen as a potential concession that could open a path to compromise.

In his first public remarks since the proposal was reported on, Ayatollah Khamenei said that Iran's "response to the U.S. government's nonsense is clear."

He said in a speech that it would be "useless" for Iran to build nuclear power plants without being able to enrich uranium over the long term, framing the U.S. proposal as an attempt to obstruct Iran's nuclear industry and self-reliance.

"The recent nuclear plan that the Americans have prepared is 100 percent against 'We Can Do It,'" he said, referring to one of his most prominent slogans, a nod to Iranian independence.

"The rude and arrogant leaders of America repeatedly demand that we should not have a nuclear program," Mr. Khamenei continued, adding, "They cannot do anything about this."

The outline of the potential deal, which Iranian and European officials described on the condition of anonymity, was handed to Iran over the weekend. It proposed an arrangement that would allow Iran to continue enriching uranium at low levels while the United States and other countries work out a more detailed plan intended to block Tehran's path to a nuclear weapon but give it access to fuel for new nuclear power plants.

Top Iranian officials have rejected the idea of completely abandoning uranium enrichment on Iranian soil.

"Without respecting our right to enrich uranium," Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said on Monday in response to the U.S. proposal, "there will be no agreement."

Ayatollah Khamenei, who has the last word on all key state matters, was less explicit in his critique of the U.S. demands. It was not immediately clear whether his statements were part of the rhetorical theater of negotiations, or an actual position from the government. Notably, he did not order a halt to the negotiations with the United States, though he also did not say whether they would continue.

In his speech on Wednesday, he argued that Iran has a right to develop technologies without permission from other countries.

"We've told the Americans: 'What business is it of yours whether Iran pursues enrichment or not?'" he said.

"The Americans want us to abandon our progress," he said, adding, "They oppose Iran's progress and the enrichment of our nation."
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U.S. Vetoes U.N. Resolution Demanding Immediate Gaza Cease-Fire

The Security Council resolution also sought the release of all the hostages and the resumption of full-scale aid deliveries.

Video: U.S. Vetoes U.N. Resolution for Gaza Cease-Fire

The U.S. was the only member nation to veto the U.N. Security Council resolution. The resolution also sought the release of all the hostages and the continuation of full-scale aid deliveries.


By Farnaz Fassihi



Jun 04, 2025 at 09:31 PM

The United States on Wednesday vetoed a U.N. Security Council resolution demanding an immediate and unconditional cease-fire in Gaza, the release of all hostages and the resumption of full-scale humanitarian aid deliveries to the enclave.

Ten nonpermanent members of the 15-seat Council had put forth the resolution for a vote. It was the first time since President Trump took office that the Council had considered a cease-fire resolution on the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza.

The United States was the only member to vote against the measure; the other 14 members of the Council, including Russia, voted in favor, once again highlighting Washington's isolation on the global stage over its policy of unconditional support of Israel.

"We believe this text reflects the consensus shared by all Council members that the war in Gaza has to come to an immediate halt, all hostages must be immediately and unconditionally released, and civilians in Gaza must not starve and must have full and unimpeded access to aid," said a joint statement from the 10 nonpermanent members, which was read by Slovenia's ambassador to the U.N., Samuel Zbogar, at the Council meeting ahead of the vote.

A Security Council resolution must receive nine votes in favor and no vetoes from the five permanent members -- Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States -- to be adopted. Since the war broke out after the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas-led attack on Israel, the United States has vetoed four Council resolutions calling for a cease-fire and has abstained from one, allowing it to pass, last June.

Dorothy Camille Shea, the interim U.S. representative at the U.N., repeated Washington's message that Israel had the right to defend itself, and she blamed Hamas for the suffering of Palestinians, saying the war would end if the group surrendered.

"Any product that undermines our close ally Israel's security is a nonstarter," Ms. Shea said, explaining the "no" vote.

Diplomats at the U.N. have watched in fury and frustration as the humanitarian situation in Gaza has deteriorated to levels where children are starving. Since March, Israel had enforced a ban on all aid delivery into the territory, facing global backlash and accusations that its army was committing war crimes by weaponizing food and essential aid.

Israel justified blocking aid deliveries by claiming that Hamas hijacks them and has denied international assessments that Palestinians are on the brink of famine.

Council members have also been frustrated at the United States for blocking the body from acting in a deadly war that has killed more than 56,000 Palestinians, many of them women and children, according to Gazan officials, whose numbers do not distinguish between combatants and civilians. UNICEF said this week that 50,000 children had been killed or injured in Gaza since the war began.

The Council members say, publicly and privately, that the United States is standing in the way of the will of the majority of the member states at the U.N.

"Today, the elected members of the Council have stood with clarity, with conviction, with courage -- they are the proud bearer of moral legitimacy," said Algeria's ambassador to the U.N., Amar Bendjama, the only Arab representative in the Council. He said the resolution was not "the voice of the few, but the collective will of the entire world."

Desperate Palestinians scrambling for food in Nuseirat, in the central Gaza Strip, on Wednesday. Eyad Baba/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Israel's ambassador to the U.N., Danny Danon, told reporters ahead of the Council meeting on Wednesday that the resolution "doesn't advance humanitarian relief -- it undermines it." He added, "It ignores a working system in favor of political agendas."

A new U.S.-Israeli backed effort to control and distribute limited aid in Gaza through the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation was suspended on Wednesday, after a week of chaos and deadly violence.

Gazan officials said that on June 1, Israeli soldiers shot and killed more than 20 Palestinians standing in line to receive aid. The Israeli military said its troops had fired warning shots toward "suspects" who approached them.

On Tuesday, at least 27 people were killed as Palestinians walked toward a new food distribution site in southern Gaza, Gazan health officials said. Israel said its forces had fired near "a few" people who had strayed from the route to the site and did not respond to warning shots.

The U.N. has called for an independent investigation into the killings and has denounced this aid-distribution effort, saying that it violates international laws protecting the unhindered flow of aid and access for aid agencies in conflict zones.

"The world is watching, day after day, horrifying scenes of Palestinians being shot, wounded or killed in Gaza while simply trying to eat," the U.N.'s top humanitarian chief, Tom Fletcher, said in a statement on Wednesday. "We must be allowed to do our jobs. We have the teams, the plan, the supplies and the experience."

The Trump administration has been trying without success to mediate a temporary cease-fire between Israel and Hamas. This week, Hamas -- which has said it is willing to free the Israeli and foreign captives in Gaza as part of a broader deal -- rejected the American plan, demanding guarantees for a permanent end to the war.
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Off-Campus Conservative-Backed Institute Says It Fills a Void at Harvard

Some Harvard students have sought "viewpoint diversity" outside the school's gates.

Danilo Petranovich, director of the Abigail Adams Institute, says the institute is nonpartisan and that its donors have exercised "zero interference with any substantive programming." Lucy Lu for The New York Times



By Kate Selig and Simon J. Levien
Kate Selig reported from Cambridge, Mass., and Simon J. Levien reported from New York.


Jun 03, 2025 at 05:48 PM

One of the most debated issues in higher education today is whether there is room on campus for conservative voices and diverse viewpoints.

Just steps from Harvard Yard, a group has been trying to create that space for years. It hosts reading groups focused on the Western canon. And it has brought in speakers like Peter Thiel, the conservative billionaire, and Adrian Vermeule, a Harvard law professor who has supported the idea of a worldwide Catholic theocracy.

The catch? It is not a part of Harvard.

The Abigail Adams Institute is an independent institute that is part of a broader network of about a dozen centers located near elite universities, including Yale, Princeton and Stanford. The goal is to create an intellectual community that supplements what students can find on their own campuses.

The institute's director said recent national and international turbulence has led more students to come to its events (a recent talk was standing room only). At a time when Harvard is under scrutiny by Republicans who argue its campus leans left, students involved with the institute say it is serving up information and discussions that can be hard to find in university classrooms.

A perception among conservatives that their views are excluded on elite university campuses has become one of the points of contention in an ongoing battle between Harvard and the Trump administration. The federal government has demanded that Harvard submit to an external review of its disciplines for "viewpoint diversity" and an audit of hiring practices to make sure departments were not using "ideological litmus tests," among other things.

Harvard has refused, suing the government after it threatened to slash federal grants in an effort to force compliance.

A shelf of books, most published by the Institute, at their office in Cambridge, Mass. Lucy Lu for The New York Times

The institute is part of a broader network of about a dozen centers located near elite universities. Lucy Lu for The New York Times


The administration's moves follow years of concerns among conservative thinkers and groups that elite college campuses are bastions of liberal thought. Abigail Adams -- and other centers like it -- are backed by the Foundation for Excellence in Higher Education, a group funded by conservative donors that aims to shift university teaching toward traditional Western education.

A Harvard spokesman declined a request for an interview, noting the Abigail Adams Institute's independence from the university. But Alan M. Garber, the university president, recently pledged to speed up the creation of a campus initiative on viewpoint diversity, and in a May letter responding to the Trump administration, he said that the two have "common ground," including in fostering "intellectual diversity."

Some students and faculty members have criticized the administration for caving to right-wing demands. But students who participate in the institute said the campus needs more places open to heterodox opinions.

Shani Agarwal Hood, who earned a master's degree from Harvard Divinity School in 2023, sought out the institute when she arrived at Harvard in search of a literary salon culture, friends and free inquiry.

She believes Harvard hasn't always struck the right balance between fostering a respectful and inclusive environment and protecting free expression. As a Catholic, she said, her views have sometimes clashed with those of her peers.

"Why is it that students who don't agree with mainstream opinions feel like they can't speak up?" she asked. At the Abigail Adams Institute, she added, "you're encouraged to speak your mind no matter what side you're taking."

The Abigail Adams Institute is just steps from Harvard Yard. Adam Glanzman for The New York Times


Perhaps to her point, the institute has developed a mixed reputation on campus. Several Harvard students and professors said that some students actively avoid the institute because of its association with conservative views.

Sofia Mikulasek, a Harvard junior, said she first joined the Abigail Adams Institute after seeing a campus poster for a Sophocles reading group. Ms. Mikulasek, who does not identify as politically conservative, found the reading group to be apolitical and a good complement to her studies as a philosophy major.

But she said some of her classmates made assumptions about her political views when they learned of her participation, and the conservative donors backing the center also made her uncomfortable.

"I was vaguely aware that conservative donors were part of it in some abstract way. Honestly, it's a little scary to me," she said. "Free inquiry and, you know, reading books from the Western canon should not be conservative things, right?"

The group is adjacent to a constellation of campus clubs that appeal to conservatives, including The Harvard Salient, a revived conservative outlet that once published behind only pseudonyms; the John Adams Society, a semi-secret debate club founded in 2014; and the Republican club, which has seen its membership grow exponentially over the last few years.

Danilo Petranovich, the institute's director, said it is nonpartisan and donors have exercised "zero interference with any substantive programming." In 2023, the institute reported about $5 million in contributions, according to its tax filing, including some from foundations and groups associated with conservative causes.

Some of the senior fellows who contribute to the institute's programming include Arthur C. Brooks, the former president of the American Enterprise Institute, a right-leaning think tank, and Erika Bachiochi, a socially conservative legal scholar who has argued that abortion rights have hindered women's equality.

Dr. Petranovich previously taught great books classes at Yale. He said the institute, which was founded in 2014, seeks to promote open and civil inquiry at Harvard and to bring in voices that are not typically represented at the university. He added that he was more interested in encouraging students to take their academic work seriously than in political activism.

Many students who come are conservative, he said, but not all.

"Politics is important," he said. "But the work we're doing is more fundamental."

In its public communications and programming, the institute has largely avoided addressing the controversies roiling Harvard, though they have occasionally been mentioned. In an April social media post, it praised Harvard's decision to create new introductory arts and humanities courses as a "promising development in the humanities during a tumultuous year."

The center recruits participants through word of mouth, student emails, fliers and posters, and not everyone who comes is a student. Dr. Petranovich also occasionally visits Harvard classes to promote the institute directly. Sometimes it uses Harvard classrooms for its events, at the invitation of professors or a program within the university that is backed by the same foundation.

Recently, about a dozen students and recent graduates convened for a reading group called "The Great Conversation," where they compared Michel Foucault's views on emancipation and ideology with those of thinkers such as Karl Marx, John Stuart Mill and Hannah Arendt. At another, attendees packed a Harvard classroom on a sunny spring afternoon -- some standing in the back -- for a lecture on the architectural history of Boston.

Musa al-Gharbi, a sociologist at Stony Brook University who advocates viewpoint diversity in higher education, said that the Abigail Adams Institute and similar groups can often result in "echo chambers" that fail to move the needle on campus discourse.

Neil Gross, a sociology professor at Colby College and the author of the book "Why Are Professors Liberal and Why Do Conservatives Care?", said groups like Abigail Adams are trying to show that "there is real demand among students for something different than they think higher ed is offering."

He likened the Abigail Adams Institute to lobbying firms that set up near government buildings, adding: "Their hope is to actually reform the university."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/03/us/harvard-viewpoint-diversity-conservatives.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Candidate Criticized Over Diversity Blocked From Becoming U. of Florida President

Santa Ono, the former president of the University of Michigan, was also criticized by conservatives for his handling of campus protests.

Santa Ono had tried to distance himself from the politics of Michigan as he sought to transition to the Sunshine State. Emily Elconin for The New York Times



By Vimal Patel



Jun 03, 2025 at 11:38 PM

Florida officials on Tuesday rejected the candidacy of Santa Ono to lead the University of Florida, after he had been accused of leniency toward pro-Palestinian protesters while serving as president of the University of Michigan.

The University of Florida's board unanimously approved Dr. Ono last week, but the state's Board of Governors, which oversees the sprawling State University System of Florida, voted against him, 10 to 6.

At Michigan, Dr. Ono had presided over a campus that was rife with acrimonious debates over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the role of diversity in higher education. Those issues have been hotly debated in Florida, where Republican leaders have successfully enacted conservative priorities across K-12 schools and in college.

Dr. Ono had tried to distance himself from the politics of Michigan as he sought to transition to the Sunshine State. Last month, he wrote an opinion essay disavowing diversity programs, for instance.

Paul Renner, a member of the Board of Governors who voted against Mr. Ono's confirmation, said in an interview on Tuesday that Mr. Ono had led a university that embraced diversity, equity and inclusion programming. Mr. Renner said he did not find Mr. Ono's attempt to distance himself from those efforts sincere.

"The public record completely contradicted what the nominee was telling us," said Mr. Renner, a former speaker of the Florida House.

Republicans celebrated the unexpected move. Mr. Ono had already given notice that he would be leaving his job in Michigan.

A Michigan spokeswoman did not immediately return a message. But a member of the school's Board of Regents, Jordan Acker, suggested that Mr. Ono could not get his old job back. "Santa Ono tendered his resignation and we accepted it," Mr. Acker said in a brief interview.

Rebekah Modrak, a recent chair of Michigan's Faculty Senate, called the assertion that Mr. Ono was soft on pro-Palestinian activism "absolutely untrue." She criticized his decision to close the university's D.E.I. office, which had been known as a national leader in such programming.

"He's a man who witnessed racial bias but closed the office of diversity, equity and inclusion," Dr. Modrak said in an email, adding, "There's a strong sense of justice in the fact that Santa Ono is now out of a job."

In Florida, the opposition to Dr. Ono was flipped. In recent weeks he had been criticized by some conservatives in the state over his past stances on diversity programming.

"There's too much smoke with Santa Ono," Representative Jimmy Patronis, a Florida Republican, wrote on social media on Monday. "We need a leader, not a DEI acolyte. Leave the Ann Arbor thinking in Ann Arbor."

Dr. Ono had supporters in Florida. The chair of the university's board of trustees, Mori Hosseini, who has aimed to move the university in Gainesville, Fla., up in rankings, had supported Dr. Ono.

"He is the right person to accelerate U.F.'s upward trajectory," Mr. Hosseini said in a message to the Florida community last week. He could not be immediately reached for comment.

Dr. Ono would have replaced Ben Sasse, a former Nebraska senator who abruptly resigned last summer.

Dr. Ono was born to Japanese immigrant parents in Vancouver, British Columbia, and grew up in Pennsylvania and Maryland. Before leading the University of Michigan, he served as president of the University of British Columbia and the University of Cincinnati.

Dr. Ono could not be immediately reached for comment. The University of Florida declined to comment.
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Man Charged With Providing Material Used in Fertility Clinic Bombing 

Daniel Park, 32, of Washington State, was arrested Tuesday night at Kennedy Airport and accused of helping to plot and carry out the bombing of the California clinic.

Guy Edward Bartkus, a 25-year-old man with "nihilistic ideations," bombed the American Reproductive Centers clinic, according to officials.  Kyle Grillot for The New York Times



By Santul Nerkar



Jun 04, 2025 at 07:35 PM

A Washington State man was accused on Wednesday of helping to plot and carry out the bombing of a California fertility clinic that killed one person and damaged buildings on several city blocks last month.

The man, Daniel Park, 32, was charged in a federal criminal complaint with providing material support to terrorists. He was arrested late Tuesday at Kennedy Airport after arriving from Poland, said Bill Essayli, the U.S. attorney for the Central District of California.

Mr. Park is accused of scheming to blow up the Palm Springs clinic, American Reproductive Centers, with Guy Edward Bartkus, a 25-year-old California man who officials say executed the bombing.

The two men, federal prosecutors say, targeted the clinic because of their shared belief in "anti-natalism," a fringe ideology whose adherents consider human procreation unethical. They plotted for more than a year to carry out the attack, consulting an A.I. chatbot that helped them devise recipes for explosives, according to prosecutors.

Mr. Park made an initial appearance in Federal District Court in Brooklyn on Wednesday before Magistrate Judge Cheryl L. Pollak. She ordered that he be detained and sent to California for the remainder of his case.

Facing up to 15 years in prison if convicted, he wore a green T-shirt with the words "fight like Ukrainians" on it as well as a logo with the Ukrainian flag's yellow and blue colors. What appeared to be a white bandage was wrapped around one of his hands.

Mr. Bartkus, of Twentynine Palms, Calif., bombed the Palm Springs clinic on May 17, according to officials. The clinic offers treatments like in vitro fertilization and egg freezing.

He died in the blast, which also injured four people, officials said. Described as having "nihilistic ideations," he caused the explosion by detonating his Ford Fusion, which was parked near the clinic, according to federal law enforcement authorities.

"I would be considered a pro-mortalist," Mr. Bartkus said in an audio clip, before detonating his car. "Let's make the death thing happen sooner rather than later in life."

Mr. Bartkus said that I.V.F. was "kinda the epitome of pro-life ideology" and that by bombing the clinic he would be "causing destruction" and "possibly death," according to the complaint charging Mr. Park.

Mr. Park started buying large quantities of ammonium nitrate in October 2022, the complaint says. In May, days before the attack, he paid to ship 90 pounds of the material to Mr. Bartkus, the complaint said.

For two weeks starting in late January, Mr. Park stayed with Mr. Bartkus and his family in Southern California, where the two men ran "experiments" in an adjacent garage. After the attack, investigators searched Mr. Bartkus's home and recovered chemicals that are often used to create homemade bombs, as well as "multiple recipes for explosives."

Investigators also determined that Mr. Park and Mr. Bartkus had quizzed an A.I. chatbot on the best ways to concoct ammonium nitrate fuel oil, a commonly used explosive.

"I agree that exploring fractions of diesel for optimization could theoretically yield meaningful insights into ANFO performance," the bot responded in one exchange, referring to the explosive.

Four days after the attack, Mr. Park bought a plane ticket in cash and flew to Poland, Vincent Chiappini, a federal prosecutor with the U.S. attorney's office for New York's Eastern District, said in court on Wednesday.

When the Polish authorities made contact with Mr. Park in order to detain him, he tried to harm himself, according to the complaint. He was then deported to the United States, officials said.

Anti-natalism gained popularity after David Benatar, a South African philosopher, wrote a book in 2006 arguing that existence is a form of harm.

"You're stuck between having been born, which was a harm, but also not being able to end the harm by taking your own life, because that is another kind of harm," Mr. Benatar said in an interview with The New York Times.

Mr. Park, like Mr. Bartkus, apparently took that ideology a step further. According to a family member who was interviewed by the F.B.I., he held not just anti-natalist beliefs, but "pro-mortalist" beliefs dating back to high school, the complaint says.

In 2016, according to the complaint, Mr. Park posted a message on social media in which he spoke positively about anti-natalism and tried to recruit followers to the ideology. "When people are lost and distraught, death is always an option," he wrote.

In April, a month before the attack, Mr. Park responded to a question he was asked on social media about whether he would press a button that would wipe out a tribe of people and "speed up the process of extinction of life on Earth."

"Yes," he wrote.

Chelsia Rose Marcius contributed reporting.
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Critic's Notebook


It's President Trump Again, This Time in Full Frame

The official photograph of the president's second term has the gloss of his 1980s architecture, but its A.I.-like haze is pure 2025.

The new official image, shot by the government photographer Daniel Torok, presents President Trump in tight close-up. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Jason Farago
A critic at large, Jason Farago explores culture within broader currents of politics, economics, technology and the environment.


Jun 04, 2025 at 10:03 AM

President Trump has a new official photographic portrait -- his fourth since 2017, two produced during administrative transitions and two in the first months of his nonconsecutive terms. We have come a long way from the Lansdowne portrait of George Washington, in which the Virginian general stands at his desk with stiff republican reserve.

The new official image, shot by the government photographer Daniel Torok, presents the incumbent in tight close-up and obscure quarters. Its lighting is immoderate, its tone forbidding, but compared to the last one its subject's mood has actually brightened.

In the new presidential portrait, Mr. Trump is dead center, occupying a good three-quarters of the frame. via White House


For that previous portrait, released at the time of the presidential transition in January 2025, Mr. Torok used egregious spotlighting from below that gave Mr. Trump the mien of a horror movie villain. The ex-president become president-elect glowered and squinted, in marked imitation of his mug shot taken at the Fulton County Jail in Atlanta.

The new portrait, by contrast, displays a classically Trumpian tonal incongruity; for all the darkness, note the humor. The lighting is more head-on. Mr. Trump's shoulders are relaxed, his affect has softened. His neutral expression is moderated by a slight warmth in the eyes -- a classic pose that a younger generation, following the supermodel Tyra Banks, knows to call "smizing."

The tone of the latest presidential portrait may appear forbidding, but compared to the previous one, seen here, the subject's mood has actually brightened. Library of Congress; P&P


What gives the portrait its discomfort is less the pose than the composition; the lens is much closer to the subject than in previous official presidential portraits, and the cropping is extreme. In the official photograph taken for Mr. Trump's first term he appeared slightly off center, smiling, with ample headroom, filling a little less than half of the picture's horizontal real estate. The photographic portraits of Joseph R. Biden Jr., Barack Obama and George W. Bush were similarly composed.

Now Mr. Trump is dead center, occupying a good three-quarters of the frame, and the lens is positioned just a tick too low and close for comfort. It recalls one of those dreadful-existential moments when you open the camera app on your phone and the front-facing lens is activated; there you are, too big, too haggard. For the new portrait, Mr. Trump seems to have consented to leave visible the bags under his eyes that the lit-from-below transition portrait eliminated, whether through makeup or Photoshop.

The official photograph taken during Mr. Trump's first term was composed much like the photographic portraits of Joseph R. Biden Jr., Barack Obama and George W. Bush. Shealah Craighead/Library of Congress; P&P


The setting is bare, as shadowy and theatrical as the "Apprentice" boardroom, without the White House portico or gilded moldings that peeked from the backgrounds of earlier official photographs. What symbols you have will be found only on the president's person. The American flag, traditionally behind the president, can be seen on the pin on his jacket's left lapel. The traditional red tie (in the first term he wore blue) has been done up with a fat Windsor knot, and the silk shines like a cubic zirconium.

When he came to power in January 2017, Mr. Trump felt like an outlier, and looked like one too. A lustrous ostentation, inherited from '80s New York tabloids and 2000s reality television, marked him as visually removed not only from the old Washington political elite, but also from the Middle American iconography, the nuclear family and the picket fence, that then still shaped American conservatism.

In the portrait from Mr. Trump's first presidential transition, the White House portico peeked from the background. Library of Congress; P&P


Year by year, though, the president's taste has become the public's. The portrait's twilit gloss rhymes with the set designs of the last few Republican national conventions, with gold and black substituting for red, white and blue, and continues an aesthetic of obsidian flash extending all the way back to Trump Tower, the dark, domineering skyscraper that has loomed over Fifth Avenue since 1983 like an oversized vial of Drakkar Noir.

By 2025, the Trumpian aesthetic has now propagated well past politics, into the tech world and the sports industry, into restaurants and nightlife, into influencers hawking cryptocurrency and vertical videos of fitness supplements. Visually, stylistically, Mr. Trump has not changed -- but we have, and I have always believed that political opponents who mocked or dismissed the president's aesthetic appeal did so at their peril. In defying traditional elites' tastes, in showing indifference to the visual expectations of others, there lies a curious image of strength.

What is most interesting in the new portrait is the obscurity of the edges, the Gloria Swanson soft focus. Mr. Trump has thrust his head slightly forward, and the sharp lighting on his face contrasts with heavily blurred cheeks and shoulders. The flag pin is hazy, with no visible stars, and the pale blue shirt and tie appear more computer rendered than lens derived.

Regardless of the actual techniques used to produce it, the photograph displays numerous hallmarks of A.I. imagery: symmetrical composition, imprecise detail, blurring at the edges, and shallow depth of field. If the aesthetic hallmarks of the first Trump term came from television, this second administration has drawn its imagery more from Silicon Valley -- even the official White House communication channels have presented the president in the pope's white cassock and miter, and recast sobbing, handcuffed migrants as anime characters.

Between Washington and San Francisco has arisen a techno-cultural regime of image making, of which Mr. Trump is both witting and unwitting master technician. The portrait, in that way, is less a return to the old 1980s gloss than a reflection of 2020s superproduction: an artifact from a brave new world where images can always be regenerated and even the presidency has no history.
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Trump Budget Eliminates Funding for Crucial Global Vaccination Programs

The spending proposal terminates support of health programs that, according to the proposal, "do not make Americans safer."

The budget proposes to eliminate the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's global health unit. Melissa Golden for The New York Times



By Apoorva Mandavilli



Jun 04, 2025 at 03:03 PM

The Trump administration's proposed budget for the coming fiscal year eliminates funding for programs that provide lifesaving vaccines around the world, including immunizations for polio.

The budget proposal, submitted to Congress last week, proposes to eliminate the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's global health unit, effectively shutting down its $230 million immunization program: $180 million for polio eradication and the rest for measles and other vaccine-preventable diseases. The budget plan also withdraws financial support for Gavi, the international vaccine alliance that purchases vaccines for children in developing countries.

Overall, the budget request explicitly follows President Trump's America First policy, slashing funds for global health programs that fight H.I.V. and malaria, and cutting support altogether to fight diseases that affect only poorer countries.

"The request eliminates funding for programs that do not make Americans safer, such as family planning and reproductive health, neglected tropical diseases, and nonemergency nutrition," the proposal said.

Many public health experts said that such thinking is flawed because infectious diseases routinely breach borders. The United States is battling multiple measles outbreaks, prompting the C.D.C. last week to warn travelers about the risks of contracting measles. Each of those outbreaks began with a case of measles contracted by an international traveler.

"Every single measles case this year is related to actual importations of the virus into the United States," said Dr. Walter Orenstein, associate director of the Emory Vaccine Center and a former director of the United States' Immunization Program.

A case of polio in an unvaccinated adult in New York in 2022 was also linked to importation of the virus from a country where it still circulates.

Ultimately, it is up to Congress to determine the budget, and, as in previous years, many of the president's proposals could be changed or discarded. Lawmakers are only starting to embark on the annual process. The current fiscal year expires at the end of September.

Gavi is in talks with administration officials and members of Congress to try to restore the organization's funding, according to a spokeswoman for the organization.

"I think the world has forgotten those days when graveyards used to be full of graves of children that died of measles, that died of diphtheria, that died of simple infectious diseases," Dr. Sania Nishtar, Gavi's chief executive, said in an interview. "There is so much at stake."

A health worker administering a polio vaccine to a child at a school in Lahore, Pakistan, in April. K.M. Chaudry/Associated Press


Measles, polio and other diseases have resurged around the world, in part because of disruptions to immunization campaigns during the Covid-19 pandemic, as well as misinformation that percolated during the pandemic.

Polio seemed tantalizingly close to eradication a couple of years ago, but new cases have sprung up in dozens of countries this year, including in Papua New Guinea, which was declared polio-free 25 years ago.

An estimated 3.2 million children in the World Health Organization's Western Pacific Region, which includes Papua New Guinea, did not receive a single dose of vaccine between 2020 and 2023. This year, several countries in the region, including Cambodia, the Philippines and Vietnam, are reporting the highest number of measles cases since 2020, according to the W.H.O.

The Global Measles and Rubella Laboratory Network, which comprises more than 700 labs in more than 150 countries, is at risk of imminent closure, precipitated by the Trump administration's decision to stop funding it. So is the W.H.O.'s National Public Health Support Network, which monitors immunization for polio, measles and other diseases in India.

"The U.S. has been extremely generous over many years, and is of course within its rights to decide what it supports, and to what extent," said Christian Lindmeier, a spokesman for the W.H.O. 

"But the scale, scope, and abrupt nature of the U.S. cuts will lead to more disease and death, and countries have not been able to plan a sufficient transition," he said. "We hope the U.S. will reconsider and continue their legacy of leadership in global health."

The polio eradication effort faces a 40 percent budget deficit in 2026, Dr. Hanan Balkhy, a senior WHO official, told the World Health Assembly in Geneva last month.

"We are at a tipping point," she said. "Either we invest now to finish the job or risk a global resurgence."

The Trump administration has also canceled contracts that support local health systems and disease surveillance for malaria, said Martin Edlund, chief executive of the advocacy group Malaria No More. 

The budget proposes to cut funding for the U.S. President's Malaria Initiative, a program to fight the disease around the world, by 47 percent. The proposal leaves flexibility for the State Department to support the Global Fund, which finances the majority of the campaigns worldwide against H.I.V., malaria and tuberculosis, but says that the U.S. should contribute $1 for every $4 from other donors instead of the current $1 for every $2. 

Mr. Edlund said that the change "will undoubtedly have a chilling effect on other donors."

Protesters laid down caskets in Washington, D.C., after PEPFAR funding was cut in April. Allison Robbert for The New York Times


The U.S. President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), which supplies H.I.V. treatments in developing countries, fared  somewhat better than expected.

In January, the Trump administration halted disbursement of funds from the program. The State Department later issued waivers to allow treatments to resume but did not restore funding for H.I.V. prevention. 

The 2026 budget proposes just under $3 billion for the program, less than half its previous funding. On Tuesday, the Trump administration also asked Congress to approve clawbacks of $9.4 billion from programs, including PEPFAR, that were already authorized for 2025.

PEPFAR is credited with having saved more than 20 million lives since its inception in 2003, and is widely regarded as the most successful global health campaign in history.

A spokeswoman for the federal Office of Management and Budget said the president's proposed budget "prioritizes lifesaving global health activities, including PEPFAR treatment for those on lifesaving medications and global health security to prevent infectious diseases from reaching our homeland, while eliminating programs that do not serve Americans and where other countries and donors should be contributing their fair share."

She added that the budget eliminates programs that focus on transgender and L.G.B.T.Q. people as well as "programs that have supported abortions." She did not address questions about immunization programs.

The budget references a "responsible off-ramp" for PEPFAR, aiming to transfer control of H.I.V. programs to recipient countries.

"In effect, the administration is signaling an intent to wind down the most successful U.S. global H.I.V. initiative in history," said Jirair Ratevosian, who served as chief of staff for PEPFAR during the Biden administration.

He praised the proposal's embrace of artificial intelligence and long-acting H.I.V. prevention technologies, as well as the explicit call for handoff to countries.

"But these transitions cannot succeed atop weakened or dismantled infrastructure," he said. Coupled with the deep cuts proposed, "this approach risks hollowing out the very systems needed for a successful handover."
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To Bolster Columbia Inquiry, Prosecutor Likened Hamas Graffiti to Cross Burning

An internal Justice Department clash over safety and free speech rights centered on vandalism directed at Columbia University's interim president.

A pro-Palestinian protest outside Columbia University in March. Dave Sanders for The New York Times



By Devlin Barrett and Benjamin Weiser
Devlin Barrett reported from Washington, and Benjamin Weiser from New York.


Jun 04, 2025 at 09:04 PM

The Justice Department, intent on pursuing a criminal case against student protesters at Columbia University, argued that graffiti with a Hamas symbol outside the home of the school's interim president threatened her life and was comparable to a racist cross burning, newly unsealed court documents show.

The documents offer new insight into a contentious fight between political appointees in the department who told the civil rights division to open the case in late February and federal judges and career prosecutors who believed the move was risky overreach.

The records also underscore how determined the Trump administration was to press forward with a case judges viewed as weak. Justice Department leaders pushed for an investigation of a student group, Columbia University Apartheid Divest, but federal judges in New York rejected the administration's efforts to get a search warrant four times, in what some veteran lawyers described as an unusually prolonged disagreement between federal prosecutors and the courts.

The release of the records came in response to a request from The New York Times, which first reported on the dispute and then filed a court motion to unseal the documents. The nonprofit news site The Intercept later joined.

The new details come at a time of heightened security concerns for Jewish Americans. Last month, two Israeli Embassy staff members were fatally shot outside the Jewish Museum in Washington. On Sunday in Boulder, Colo., a man used Molotov cocktails to attack a group of people peacefully marching in support of hostages taken by Hamas. The suspects shouted "Free Palestine" at the scenes, the authorities have said.

Campus protests against Israel's military actions in Gaza have roiled college campuses for more than a year, particularly at Columbia. The Trump administration has promised to take on such demonstrations, saying they reflect antisemitism that must be punished. A Justice Department spokesman said Wednesday that the agency "makes no apologies for our zealous efforts to prevent violent acts by antisemitic groups."

From the beginning, some career prosecutors believed the case threatened First Amendment protections of free speech and assembly. They resisted their superiors' efforts to use a criminal investigation to identify and intimidate protesters, according to people familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss details intended to be private.

Part of the inquiry, which appears to have stalled, focused on Columbia University Apartheid Divest's Instagram account. To help identify student participants, prosecutors applied for a search warrant.

Three times, the documents show, Sarah Netburn, the chief magistrate judge in Manhattan federal court, rejected Justice Department arguments that a social media post by the student group constituted a criminal threat to Columbia's interim president at the time, Katrina Armstrong.

A search warrant unsealed in response to a records request by The New York Times and The Intercept shows an Instagram post that prompted the administration to push to expand a case against student protesters.


At a March 28 hearing conducted by telephone, prosecutors said the inverted triangle spray painted on the university wall was a threatening symbol used by Hamas.

"I'm not saying that the conduct is exactly equivalent, but symbolic," said a prosecutor who works in the Justice Department's civil rights division in Washington, adding that the department had "routinely prosecuted, under various threat statutes, the burning of crosses."

Judge Netburn, in turn, questioned whether that symbol could constitute a threat, or be understood as a threat, in the United States. After rejecting an amended complaint by the prosecutors a second time, she added an unusual instruction: If they sought approval for the search warrant from any other judge, they had to include a transcript of the telephone hearing.

When the administration appealed those decisions to John G. Koeltl, another federal judge in Manhattan, he also rejected them.

"Although the writing on the wall was reprehensible, there are statutes that cover such vandalism," Judge Koeltl ruled.

After opening the investigation in late February, a senior Trump administration official, Emil Bove III, sought to expand the case after the group on March 14 posted a photo on its Instagram page, the people familiar with the investigation said.

The photo showed graffiti in bright red paint on the building where the university president lived, with the words "free them all" and an inverted triangle.

A caption accompanying the picture declared: "The people will not stand for Columbia University's shameless complicity in genocide! The University's repression has only bred more resistance and Columbia has lit a flame it can't control. Katrina Armstrong you will not be allowed peace as you sic NYPD officers and ICE agents on your own students for opposing the genocide of the Palestinian people. WALKOUT at 12:30 PM. COLUMBIA MAIN GATES."

Prodded by Mr. Bove, the Justice Department sought a search warrant for data associated with that account -- not just who posted to the account, but the usernames of those who "liked" the posts or followed the accounts. At the Justice Department, some career lawyers viewed Mr. Bove's demands as a misuse of a criminal investigation, seeking to punish and intimidate constitutionally protected protest activity.

President Trump last week announced he would nominate Mr. Bove to be a federal appeals court judge in Philadelphia.

The federal investigation began shortly after masked pro-Palestinian protesters barged into Milbank Hall, a building at the Columbia-affiliated Barnard College, on Feb. 26. That protest was against the expulsion of students who had been accused of disrupting a "History of Modern Israel" class in January.

Video shows students pushing past a security guard and occupying a hallway. School officials said at the time that the guard was assaulted and taken to the hospital for minor injuries.

Shortly after that incident, prosecutors assigned to the case were told by superiors that Mr. Bove wanted a list of members of the group, and of accounts that "liked" the group's posts, so the information could be shared with immigration agents.

Inside the civil rights division, prosecutors came to fear their criminal investigation was a pretext to facilitate an intimidation and deportation campaign against student protesters. They refused to compile a list that could be shared with Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents.

Mr. Bove's boss, Todd Blanche, the deputy attorney general, has defended the investigation, saying it was justified because the inverted triangle is a "symbol used by Hamas to designate targets for violence."
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Before the Attack in Boulder, the Gaza War Consumed the City Council

Activists have regularly disrupted council meetings to demand that the city call for a cease-fire in Gaza. The unusual tension suggests a changing Boulder.

Twelve people were injured on Sunday after a man threw Molotov cocktails at demonstrators marching in support of the Israeli hostages in Gaza. Michael Ciaglo for The New York Times



By Soumya Karlamangla, Charlie Brennan and Matt Richtel
Reporting from Boulder, Colo.


Jun 04, 2025 at 03:00 AM

In the foothills of the Rocky Mountains, the college town of Boulder, Colo., has long been known as a laid-back hippie haven. Its residents cherish the outdoors, and its leaders are often elected on reliably liberal promises to expand affordable housing, address climate change and increase racial equity.

In recent months, however, the City Council has been pulled apart over an entirely different matter: the war in Gaza.

Pro-Palestinian protesters have regularly interrupted meetings with shouting and other unruly behavior, even prompting the council to temporarily move its meetings online to avoid further disruption and later adding rules to more easily bar people from City Hall.

It was against that backdrop that an outsider, a man from Colorado Springs, Colo., yelled "Free Palestine," the authorities said, as he threw Molotov cocktails at demonstrators marching on Sunday to support the Israeli hostages. Twelve people were injured. Federal officials plan to charge the man with a hate crime.

There was no indication that he had any connection to Boulder, his target apparently chosen through an online search for Colorado groups that he believed were supportive of Israel, according to law enforcement officials. But the attack rattled a city that was already feeling consumed by tensions over a war thousands of miles away.

"It's been a hard time here in Boulder," Mayor Aaron Brockett said. "We reiterate over and over and over again that international affairs are not the business of the Boulder City Council, and our work is to clean the streets and make sure the water comes out when you turn the tap."

Roughly 30 miles northwest of Denver, Boulder thrived as a center of counterculture in the 1960s and 1970s as students at the University of Colorado staged anti-Vietnam protests and flocked to Grateful Dead shows.

The city of 105,000 residents has maintained its easygoing reputation. Its pedestrian-friendly downtown has rainbow crosswalks, shops offering psychic readings, crystals and hiking sandals, and a view of the city's iconic crimson rock formations, known as the Flatirons.

Boulder has gentrified in recent years, and the median home price now approaches $1 million. Tech companies, including Google, have built campuses here, and the city is increasingly mentioned in the same breath as places like Austin, Texas, as a landing spot for weary coastal climbers. It will host the Sundance Film Festival starting in 2027.

Still, as in Berkeley and other college towns, a contingent of progressives in Boulder remains vocal and has demanded that city leaders take a stand against the war in Gaza.

Boulder thrived as a center of counterculture in the 1960s and '70s as students at the University of Colorado staged anti-Vietnam protests and flocked to Grateful Dead shows. Denver Post, via Getty Images


For the past several months, council members have resisted weighing in, despite public commenters showing up week after week asking them to declare a cease-fire resolution or divest from companies that do business with Israel.

Pro-Palestinian activists, however, point out that the City Council had previously adopted resolutions opposing the Iraq War, as well as conflicts in South Africa and Myanmar.

In April, an opponent of the war in Gaza circulated a "Wanted" poster online that showed the faces of seven council members and accused them of "complicity in genocide" for not passing the cease-fire resolution.

Mayor Brockett said the protesters and threats of violence had made council members, and Boulder's large Jewish community, feel unsafe. He said he didn't understand why the demonstrations had been so persistent.

Some might assume that the University of Colorado has played a factor, given the prominence of college students in the pro-Palestinian cause in the United States. But protests at the university have been tame compared with those at campuses in the Northeast or California. And the action seems to be driven by local progressives wanting to raise awareness of humanitarian issues in Gaza, not students.

The unusually tense council meetings suggest a changing Boulder, where big-city problems have begun to infiltrate the so-called Boulder Bubble. There's been an uptick in homelessness and property crime, as well as a frustrating rise in the cost of living -- and sharp disagreement about the correct way forward.

"People on the left are divided in a way that I don't recall us being divided before," said Judy Amabile, a Colorado state senator who has lived in Boulder since 1975. She added: "People feeling unsafe in a way that I think is new, and this attack certainly feeds into this idea that we're not so safe anymore."

Troy Bush, 56, a fourth-generation Boulderite, recalled a simpler time, when downtown Pearl Street, a brick-lined, pedestrian-only area where the attack took place, was filled with locals "hanging out, smoking weed, making out." He called it the city's "Mork and Mindy" years, alluding to the popular sitcom set in Boulder, featuring Robin Williams as a zany alien.

But life has become more difficult in Boulder in recent years, he said. He supports the Boulder City Council declining to pass a resolution of any kind pertaining to the Israel-Hamas conflict.

"Nobody has time now for anything but local issues," said Mr. Bush, a businessman, sitting in a downtown cafe on Tuesday. "The city is behind on road work. They're behind on infrastructure. We have a huge problem with homelessness. You can't even take your kids to the public library anymore because of all the homeless around there. Those issues affect everybody."

Local faith leaders and community members held a prayer vigil on Tuesday for the victims of the attack. Chet Strange/Getty Images


There has been no indication that the suspect in Sunday's attack, Mohamed Sabry Soliman, had any connection to activists in Boulder. But some council members drew a connection between the physical attack and the ongoing war of words.

"Violent speech leads to violent actions," said Tara Winer, a council member who was depicted on the "Wanted" poster.

Councilman Mark Wallach said he wondered if the troubles at the City Council were what drew an out-of-town attacker to Boulder. "The only attraction that I can imagine is that he has been following meetings," Mr. Wallach said, "and he has seen the toxic atmosphere we are experiencing around the council."

But Martha McPherson, a retired massage therapist who has urged the City Council to call for a cease-fire in Gaza, said that the pro-Palestinian efforts should in no way be seen as an incitement to violence. She called the attack on Sunday the work of a "random wacko" who "has never been part of our group."

The suspect "has done a great disservice to our cause," she said. "This is exactly what the Zionists want -- they want the victimhood of their position."

Some hoped that the community would come together after this week's violence. Many said they remembered residents supporting each other after a 2021 mass shooting at a Boulder supermarket that killed 10 people.

Lauren Folkerts, Boulder's mayor pro tem who has advocated considering a cease-fire resolution, said she had noticed in recent days that residents were uniting in unexpected ways.

"I am sad that it took such a vicious act of terror against our Jewish community for this to happen," Ms. Folkerts said in a statement. "But nevertheless I am glad to see our community lean into some tough and needed conversations. Through these conversations we are finding ways to heal and to love each other even when we disagree."

But some remain divided.

On Monday, the city of Boulder released a statement condemning the attack and calling it an act of antisemitic violence.

One councilwoman, Taishya Adams, an outspoken critic of the war in Gaza, declined to sign on. She wanted the statement to say the act was not just an act of antisemitism but also of anti-Zionism, and to distinguish between those two ideas, she said in an interview.

The attack took place on Pearl Street, a brick-lined, pedestrian-only area in downtown Boulder. Michael Ciaglo for The New York Times


"I, too, am furious and deeply saddened, and my heart is with the victims, their families and Boulder's Jewish community," she said in a separate statement. "This was both an act of antisemitism and anti-Zionism. If we are to prevent future violence and additional attacks in our community, I believe we need to be real about the possible motivations for this heinous act."

But Mayor Brockett said that antisemitic rhetoric at City Council meetings and Sunday's attack had eroded the sense of safety for Jewish residents in Boulder. He said he believed both were fueled by a rising tide of antisemitism nationwide.

"We're going to have a lot of work to do in the coming weeks and months to cope with what's happened, and also to show people that being Jewish in Boulder is safe," he said. "People do not feel safe, and we have to change that."
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Sean Combs, Defendant: Gestures to His Family, Sticky Notes to His Lawyers

With no cameras in the courtroom, few have glimpsed the music mogul as he helps direct his defense, facing charges that could put him in prison for the rest of his life.

Sean Combs in 2020. In court at his federal trial, he has dressed in a muted wardrobe of five sweaters and five button-down shirts. Mark Von Holden/Invision, via Associated Press



By Ben Sisario and Anusha Bayya



Jun 04, 2025 at 10:03 AM

He shakes his head and fidgets in his seat during testimony, passes notes to his lawyers and blows kisses to his mother in the courtroom gallery. Sometimes Sean Combs pulls out chairs for the women on his legal team.

His federal trial has drawn worldwide attention, with minute-by-minute coverage from the press and social media influencers who broadcast live updates from the street outside U.S. District Court in Lower Manhattan.

But since federal courts bar cameras, Mr. Combs's demeanor during the most critical eight weeks of his life -- Does he smile? Does he seem mad, nervous, sad? -- has been largely outside public view, captured only by the sketches of courtroom artists.

For weeks now, Mr. Combs, who is facing sex-trafficking and racketeering conspiracy charges that could put him in prison for the rest of his life, has been an attentive and largely easygoing presence in the courtroom. His expressions of disagreement with witnesses have been subdued, showing no inkling of the volcanic, violent temper often described in testimony.

When George Kaplan, a former assistant, described the pace of working for Mr. Combs as "almost like drinking from a fire hose," the mogul nodded in approval. When another assistant, using the pseudonym Mia, said she would be punished if she did not do "everything that he told me to do," he just scoffed and shook his head.

It is an understated posture for a man whose profile as a chart-topping producer, rapper, reality-TV star and gossip-page fixture was larger than life, giving rise to the multitude of nicknames -- Puff Daddy, Diddy and Love -- by which he has been known.

Mr. Combs has pleaded not guilty to the charges, and his lawyers have strongly denied the central allegations of the case, that he coerced at least two women into drug-fueled sex marathons with male prostitutes and used bodyguards and other employees as part of a "criminal enterprise" to facilitate and cover up the abuse.

On trial days, Mr. Combs, 55, arrives each morning from the Brooklyn detention facility where he has been held since his arrest in September. Officers from the U.S. Marshals Service bring him into the courtroom between 8:30 and 9 a.m., and he often hugs a few of his nine lawyers and gazes at the attendees in the hushed, high-ceilinged room.

Janice Combs, Mr. Combs's mother (second from left) has been a consistent presence in the courtroom alongside some of his adult children. Jeenah Moon/Reuters


His mother, sister and three adult sons are frequently, though not always, in attendance. They sit in benches near the front of the court gallery and Mr. Combs smiles at them from the defense table, at times flashing heart signs with his hands.

Without access to dye, Mr. Combs's hair has been turning ashen white. He wears not the designer suits and Sean John-branded street gear familiar to his fans, but a rotating wardrobe of five sweaters, five button-down shirts, five pairs of pants, socks and two pairs of shoes without laces.

Laurie L. Levenson, a professor of criminal law at Loyola Law School in Los Angeles who has written about defendants' demeanor and appearance at trial, said a dressed-down look might help him gain favor with the jury.

"The testimony is portraying him as somebody totally outside the norms," she said. "So to the extent that even his dress or behavior keeps him within whatever we think the norms of behavior are, that might work to his advantage."

At times, Mr. Combs makes eye contact with jurors. Once, while lawyers were conferring with the judge, Mr. Combs rubbed his hands together to keep warm in what can be a chilly courtroom. Then he looked to his right to see a male juror rubbing his arms. "Cold," Mr. Combs mouthed with a grin; the juror nodded and smiled.

Some of his reactions appear more open to interpretation. He fidgets in his seat, stretches side to side. When the jury was shown images of the interior of a Porsche, charred by a Molotov cocktail in a 40-ounce malt-liquor bottle -- which the rapper Kid Cudi said he believed Mr. Combs was responsible for -- Mr. Combs yawned.

Vincent M. Southerland, an associate professor at New York University Law School, said that absent testimony from a defendant, jurors may pay attention to "any signal that they can, to get a sense of who they should believe, why they should believe them, what story, what narrative they should believe."

But Professor Levenson, of Loyola, cautioned that stray reactions may not always be what they seem. "This could be all strategic," she said. "But you've got to be careful," she added, "because a yawn from a defendant who's in custody could be they're just getting them up really early to bring them to the court."

A spokeswoman for Mr. Combs declined to comment.

Teny Geragos and Marc Agnifilo, two members of Mr. Combs's legal team, outside of court. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times


Mr. Combs seems most engaged when communicating with his legal team, and he appears to be taking an active role in his defense. He is frequently seated near Marc Agnifilo and Teny Geragos, who have represented him on the case since early in the government's investigation. He often confers with them, and writes dozens of sticky notes, which sometimes make their way to whichever of his lawyers is questioning a witness.

In fuchsias, teals, neon greens and yellows, the brightly colored notes contrast with the muted hues of his clothes.

After Emily A. Johnson, a prosecutor, completed her redirect questioning of Kid Cudi, whose real name is Scott Mescudi, the judge, Arun Subramanian, asked Brian Steel, another of the mogul's lawyers, whether the defense had any further questions for that witness.

Mr. Steel turned and spoke quietly to Mr. Combs, who shook his head. "No," the lawyer answered.

After Capricorn Clark, another aide, testified that she was forced to take a lie-detector test over stolen jewelry, and was told that if she failed she would be thrown "in the East River," Mr. Combs and Mr. Agnifilo murmured briefly. Then the lawyer raised an objection. In a sidebar with the judge, out of the presence of the jury, Mr. Agnifilo said there was no indication Mr. Combs was involved. Judge Subramanian answered, "When we addressed this before the jury came in, why didn't you mention any of this?"

Charlucci Finney, who has worked in the music industry for decades and calls himself Mr. Combs's "godbrother," has attended the trial every day, often arriving at the same time as members of Mr. Combs's family. He can be seen speaking to Mr. Combs on breaks, and said he continues to keep in touch with the mogul both inside and outside the courtroom.

Mr. Finney fully endorsed the notion that Mr. Combs has been actively engaged in his defense.

"He's always been a C.E.O.," Mr. Finney said in a phone interview. "He's a C.E.O. of his case as well."

Julia Jacobs contributed reporting.
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Weinstein Prosecutors Invoke His Former Power as N.Y. Retrial Nears End

A Manhattan jury will soon begin deliberating whether to convict the disgraced film mogul Harvey Weinstein of rape and other offenses.

The disgraced former Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein was previously convicted of sex crimes in a Manhattan case that was overturned on appeal. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times



By Hurubie Meko



Jun 04, 2025 at 08:57 PM

When a prosecutor rose to make her closing argument at Harvey Weinstein's retrial on sex crimes charges on Tuesday, the Manhattan courtroom's televisions showed a picture of him clad in a smart black suit, on a red carpet, smiling with his hands spread before a throng of clamoring photographers.

The image, taken at a star-studded gala at the Cannes Film Festival, captured the former Hollywood producer at the height of his power -- power Mr. Weinstein used to sexually assault three women, the prosecutor, Nicole Blumberg, told the jury.

He took private flights, had a personal driver and attended events with dignitaries and celebrities regularly.

"I want you to remember it's not the person sitting here today in the wheelchair," Ms. Blumberg, a prosecutor with the Manhattan district attorney's office, said, pointing to the picture: "It's that man."

Ms. Blumberg's statements, which continued on Wednesday, will be the last arguments the jury hears before beginning its deliberations over whether to convict him on two counts of a first-degree criminal sexual act and one count of third degree rape.

It is the second time in five years that Mr. Weinstein, 73, has faced a Manhattan jury. The state's highest court overturned his 2020 conviction on sex crimes charges last year.

Mr. Weinstein has been at the defense table every day since the trial began in April, sitting in a wheelchair and flanked by his lawyers. He has pleaded not guilty, and he did not testify.

Mr. Weinstein's lawyers, one of whom delivered the defense's closing argument on Tuesday, say their client's actions were not criminal, but sexual, "transactional" relationships with three women who were using him to advance their careers. The lawyer, Arthur L. Aidala, said prosecutors were trying to police people's bedrooms.

Ms. Blumberg sought to counter that assertion.

"We don't want to police the bedroom," she said. "Unless you're forcibly raping someone inside of it."

Throughout the trial, prosecutors have tried to establish that Mr. Weinstein used his power in Hollywood to sexually assault the three women whose accusations are at the heart of the case. The women, Miriam Haley, Jessica Mann and Kaja Sokola, were all seeking work in the film and television industry.

Mr. Weinstein, who had a reputation as a star-maker, amassed influence and accolades while harassing and sexually assaulting women, according to dozens who came forward with accusations against him. Many of the women said they were young and trying to make it in the industry when they met him.

His lawyers have argued that Ms. Haley, Ms. Mann and Ms. Sokola were motivated by a desire for money and fame. The women, Mr. Aidala told the jurors, came forward to testify against Mr. Weinstein because their dreams had been "broken."

"If they would have gotten what they needed from him when he was at the top, they would have never been here," Mr. Aidala said.

Mr. Weinstein shook his head throughout the prosecution's closings. At one point, when Ms. Blumberg described Ms. Sokola's account of being molested by him in a bathroom when she was 16, Mr. Weinstein shook his head vigorously and slapped his hands on the sides of his head. (He was not charged in connection with that episode, but for an assault Ms. Sokola said took place about four years later).

In her summation, Ms. Blumberg sought to rebut the defense's suggestion that the three women had come forward for money or notoriety.

In winter 2020, when Ms. Mann and Ms. Haley testified at Mr. Weinstein's first trial, their names and faces were broadcast widely, as were their accounts of being sexually assaulted, Ms. Blumberg told the jury. 

In the aftermath, Ms. Haley changed the spelling of her last name, and Ms. Mann refused to speak in public for more than a year after the end of the trial.

But, Ms. Blumberg continued, both women had agreed to return to the witness stand, retell their painful stories of assault and submit to cross-examination.

Doing so has taken a toll, Ms. Blumberg said. Ms. Sokola, who did not testify at the first trial, has had her personal struggles with alcohol, eating disorders, a contentious divorce and problems with her sister aired in open court, the prosecutor said.

"Only in a rape trial," she added, "it actually feels like you're the person on trial."

Ms. Blumberg added: "Who puts themselves through that unless they're telling the truth?"
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10 Questions With Adrienne Adams

Adrienne Adams, the New York City Council speaker who is running for mayor, visited The New York Times for an interview.




By Emma G. Fitzsimmons and Jeffery C. Mays



Jun 04, 2025 at 08:00 AM

Adrienne Adams, the speaker of the New York City Council, entered the mayor's race later than her rivals, but she is trying to prove in the final weeks of the campaign that she has the experience and temperament to become the city's first female mayor.

Ms. Adams is running on a message of "no drama, no scandal -- just competence and integrity," offering herself as an alternative to Mayor Eric Adams and former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, both of whom were investigated for suspected wrongdoing.

Ms. Adams, who is not related to the mayor but did go to high school with him, recently qualified for $2 million in public matching funds and has a high-profile backer in Letitia James, the state attorney general. But the speaker still significantly trails Mr. Cuomo and Zohran Mamdani, a progressive state lawmaker, in the polls.

Ahead of the June 24 primary, the leading Democrats in the race visited The New York Times for interviews. We are publishing excerpts from those interviews, and this is the second in the series; our conversation has been edited for length and clarity.

We asked Ms. Adams, 64, questions about 10 themes, with the occasional follow-up, touching on her favorite book and whether she has regrets about how the city handled its outdoor dining program.

We've written previously about her proposal for guaranteed income, her clashes with the mayor and the loss of her father during the coronavirus pandemic.

1. What's the most important issue in the race: affordability, public safety, President Trump or something else?

Affordability. We're seeing so many people that want to leave and it's a challenge. I'm a wife and a mom and a grandmother, and I want to keep my children here. We've seen Black people leaving this city in droves over the past decade or so -- over 200,000 -- that's my community, your community. People are leaving because they can't afford it.

2. Whom did you rank first in the 2021 mayoral primary?

I ranked Eric Adams first. Maya Wiley was not a distant second. Kathryn Garcia was third. I ranked three.

How do you feel about your first choice now?

What a mistake I made. If only we could turn back the hands of time. But I had high hopes.

What resonated with you at the time?

What really resonated was his messaging coming from southeast Queens, like I'm from southeast Queens. We had a lot of the same values, I thought. I believed in his vision for the city -- for the working-class folks where we both came from.

3. Should the Elizabeth Street Garden in Manhattan be closed to build affordable housing?

I believe it should. This was a done deal. It should be happening right now. I thought the mayor was in favor of it. We're talking about affordable housing for seniors. It's something that should be done not just there, but across all five boroughs when we are prioritizing affordable housing.

4. What's one issue in politics that you've changed your mind on?

I changed my mind on receivership for Rikers Island.

I wanted to give the commissioner and the mayor a chance to really work this through. My mother was a correction officer so this is really personal to me. I have come to believe that there needs to be a manager, and I'm glad to see it.

5. There have been questions about where Mayor Adams lives. Where do you live?

I live in South Jamaica in Queens.

How much is your rent or mortgage?

Our mortgage is paid.

Do you own a car?

I do not own a car. My husband leases his vehicle.

How often do you take the subway or bus?

The last time I took the subway was in March. But as an elected official for almost 10 years, prior to that, I commuted on a daily basis. I took the E train end to end. I parked my Civic, when I had it, at a parking lot, and I walked to Jamaica Station and I got on that E train and I took it to the end of the line to the World Trade Center all these years.

6. What do you consider yourself when it comes to your finances, growing up and now? Middle class, upper middle class, wealthy?

I grew up in a middle-class home with two union parents. Very happy.

My husband and I, together we have 11 grandchildren. When I consider being middle-middle class to being slightly upper middle class, living in the same home that we've lived in for over 36 years and knowing the complexities that my children and grandchildren are going through right now because of the economy. My oldest daughter is a paramedic raising four teenagers as a single parent. Yes, we contribute to their living. My son and daughter-in-law living upstate with twins, yes we contribute to their way of life financially. Real talk.

We contribute to our grandchildren's well-being as well when it comes to paying for uniforms, when it comes to putting food on the table. That's our story. In the sense of our finances, in really being that family for our family, I'm middle class.

7. What is one good policy or accomplishment of Mayor Adams?

I can name a couple. The fact that he made dyslexia a priority because of his own issues with dyslexia, I think it was a very, very good thing.

The proposal for City of Yes, which we had to do over again. [The mayor offered a plan, and the City Council made significant changes before approving it.] But I will absolutely give Mayor Adams the credit for bringing that to the City Council because it absolutely had to be done.

8. You've received criticism over new rules for outdoor dining. Do you have any regrets, and do you think the program needs further changes?

Well, I support outdoor dining. We have to remember the expansion of outdoor dining was a result of the emergency order because of the pandemic. That's where we saw really a wonderful expansion of outdoor dining. It helped to save lives and brought people together.

Once that emergency order was lifted, there had to be regulations put in place. We have really expanded the program compared to prepandemic. Anybody can apply to the program, which is a great thing, but the oversight needs to be worked on. We had a hearing on this a few weeks ago, and the Department of Transportation, who wanted responsibility for outdoor dining, they have got to get their act together. There are establishments that are waiting for their licensing to be looked at and approved. So far, we've only called up five, and that's unacceptable.

We have to hold D.O.T. responsible. The City Council, we did our due diligence as far as the regulation is concerned. But there are changes that need to be made.

Does there need to be new legislation or just different implementation?

Not new legislation. There needs to be the appropriate management by way of the Department of Transportation.

9. What is your bagel order or favorite breakfast sandwich?

An everything bagel with veggie cream cheese. Do not toast it.

10. What's your favorite book?

Oh my gosh, I have so many of them. I'm going to go back to Maya Angelou, who was the keynote speaker when I graduated from Spelman College. That would have to be "The Heart of a Woman."
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In N.Y.C. Mayor's Race, Mamdani Responds to a Call for His Deportation

Vickie Paladino, a councilwoman from Queens, called Zohran Mamdani a "radical leftist" who hates America, and warned against "future Zohrans."

 Shuran Huang for The New York Times



By Jeffery C. Mays



Jun 04, 2025 at 12:10 AM

In his surprising rise to New York City's top tier of mayoral hopefuls, Zohran Mamdani has battled opponents' attacks on his inexperience, his leftward politics and his criticism of Israel's war in Gaza.

But this week, Mr. Mamdani found himself facing a new attack that was both pointed and illogical, when a Republican city councilwoman from Queens called for him to be deported. (Mr. Mamdani is a U.S. citizen.)

The remark by the councilwoman, Vickie Paladino, who is known for her incendiary social media posts, quickly became a talking point in the Democratic mayoral primary race, just a day before the candidates were to face off in their first debate.

Ms. Paladino recirculated a 2019 social media post from Mr. Mamdani in which he said he couldn't vote for Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont for president in 2016 because he was not a citizen at the time. She was incredulous that Mr. Mamdani was being treated seriously as a mayoral candidate.

"Let's just talk about how insane it is to elect someone to any major office who hasn't even been a U.S. citizen for 10 years -- much less a radical leftist who actually hates everything about the country and is here specifically to undermine everything we've ever been about," Ms. Paladino wrote on X late Monday evening. "Deport."

Mr. Mamdani, who is polling second behind former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo in the June 24 primary, soon responded.

"Death threats. Islamophobic bigotry. Now a sitting council member calling for my deportation. Enough," Mr. Mamdani wrote on social media. "This is what Trump and his sycophants have wrought."

Mr. Mamdani, who was born in Uganda, has lived in New York City since 1998, when he was 7 years old. He was naturalized as a U.S. citizen in 2018 and is seeking to become the city's first Muslim mayor.

He sought to use Ms. Paladino's remarks as an on-the-spot litmus test for Mr. Cuomo.

"Will Cuomo condemn this or will that upset his MAGA donors?" Mr. Mamdani asked.

Brad Lander, the city comptroller who is also running for mayor, condemned Ms. Paladino's remarks as "sickening, Donald Trump-aligned, dangerous politics," and also called on Mr. Cuomo to do the same.

"I'd encourage Andrew Cuomo to call on Councilmember Paladino to take her tweet down if the goal is to cool down the rhetoric and keep New Yorkers safe," Mr. Lander added.

Mr. Cuomo responded nearly in kind.

"The Republican answer to everything, including the common cold, is deportation and it has to stop," Mr. Cuomo said in a statement.

Mr. Mamdani has emerged as the most potent threat to Mr. Cuomo in the primary, and the two have clear differences in their politics, their experience and especially their views of Israel.

Mr. Cuomo is a staunch supporter of Israel; Mr. Mamdani uses the term "genocide" to describe Israel's actions against Gaza, and supports the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement against Israel.

Vickie Paladino, a Republican city councilwoman, is known for making inflammatory conservative-leaning comments. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times


Ms. Paladino is also a strong supporter of Israel who has used her social media presence to criticize pro-Palestinian demonstrators at New York City universities. She wrote that such protests were "producing monsters, and it's now our job to slay them. Simple as that."

By Tuesday afternoon, her tone was decidedly unapologetic. She did not respond to a request for comment but posted on social media that she had received death threats and that police officers had been stationed at her City Council office and her home.

She reposted a social media statement from the New York Young Republican Club that said Mr. Mamdani "shouldn't have been allowed into the United States in the first place," and she criticized Mr. Mamdani's views on Israel.

"This incident illustrates perfectly the need for President Trump's mass deportation policy," she said, adding that "future Zohrans" should be removed "from the country before they have a chance to take root in America."

At a news conference in Jackson Heights on Tuesday, Mr. Mamdani said people like Ms. Paladino were threatened by New York City's diversity. "It is something that they fear, something that they slander, something they seek to expel and deport," he said.

Adrienne Adams, the City Council speaker who is also running for mayor, condemned the remarks by Ms. Paladino, who lost a committee assignment in 2023 because of anti-L.G.B.T.Q. statements.

Ms. Adams called the comments "part of a playbook to divide us and spread hate." According to City Council officials, Ms. Paladino will almost certainly be referred to the Council's Committee on Standards and Ethics, which has the power to discipline members.

Mayor Eric Adams, who will run for re-election as an independent in November on a ballot line he named "EndAntiSemitism," seemed to reject Ms. Paladino's remarks at an unrelated news conference at City Hall, but stopped short of a specific rebuke when asked about them.

"We should all tone down our rhetoric" and "meanspirited, hateful language," Mr. Adams said.

Emma G. Fitzsimmons contributed reporting.
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E.P.A. Workers Are Unsettled as ICE Makes Arrests in Their Building

As immigration officials ramp up a crackdown in downtown Manhattan, employees at a neighboring federal agency have been ordered not to get in the way.

Federal immigration officers in Lower Manhattan and across the nation have begun arresting migrants immediately after court hearings if they have been ordered deported or if their cases have been dismissed. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times



By Ana Ley



Jun 04, 2025 at 08:00 AM

Officials with the federal Environmental Protection Agency have admonished their workers not to interfere with arrests by immigration officers in a downtown Manhattan building where the agency has offices, underscoring tension among federal employees as President Trump escalates his crackdown on immigrants.

A spokeswoman for the E.P.A. said an email was sent on Monday to regional employees after agency workers had asked questions about the presence of Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers inside the federal building at 290 Broadway, which also houses a Department of Justice immigration court.

Immigration agents in recent days have been arresting migrants after their court hearings if they have been ordered deported or if their cases have been dismissed, a tactic that represents an aggressive new approach by ICE as part of Mr. Trump's effort to boost deportation numbers.

A union representative for workers at the E.P.A. said that some employees had been pushed out of the way in elevators and had felt threatened coming to and from work since the ICE agents started appearing in the lobby of the building.

In the memo sent on Monday by an E.P.A. security official, employees were urged to identify themselves as federal staff by wearing their work badges to "significantly reduce the likelihood of employees being engaged by law enforcement." The memo also ordered E.P.A. employees not to hinder ICE operations.

"The advice in this note reflects our priority, which is the safety of our employees," said Mary Mears, an E.P.A. spokeswoman.

Officials with the Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services and ICE did not respond to questions about the email. A Justice Department spokeswoman declined to comment.

Suzy Englot, president of Local 3911 of the American Federation of Government Employees and an E.P.A. staff member who works in the building on Broadway, said that many workers have been unsettled by the detention activities they have witnessed in the past two weeks. Ms. Englot said that some workers have been concerned about the welfare of the migrants, while others have been worried that agents might confuse them for the people they are there to arrest.

"Several members of our union have witnessed people being detained as they exit elevators, put in handcuffs, taken away somewhere," Ms. Englot said. "Generally, people have started to feel unsafe."

Ben Mabie, a staff organizer for Local 98 of the International Federation of Professional and Technical Engineers who works across the street from 290 Broadway, said he had overheard security guards teasing workers about carrying their passports when they step away from their offices to use the restroom. Mr. Mabie said that employees of color had expressed concern about being targeted.

"A lot of these arrests, and sometimes tussles over arrests, are taking place right in front of where child care for the federal building takes place," Mr. Mabie said. "These are armed agents that are literally, you know, sometimes 15, 20 feet away."

Historically, immigration officials have avoided courthouse arrests because of concerns that they might deter people from complying with orders to appear in court. The new operations have taken place across the country during the past two weeks.

E.P.A. workers have faced a drumbeat of challenges under Mr. Trump's presidency, and the added ICE presence has felt like another blow, Ms. Englot said.

The agency has been one of Mr. Trump's targets in his war on the federal bureaucracy. Mr. Trump and his administration have argued that spending cuts are necessary to reduce government bloat and excessive public spending. While experts and workers acknowledge that reforms are needed in the federal work force, some believe that the administration's tactics, including offering blanket deferred resignations to two million workers, have lacked thought, empathy or strategy.

"I think for a lot of people, this is just adding another really awful thing on top of what has already been a really tough few months," Ms. Englot said.

She added: "And then, it's also the worry that we all have as people who are public servants. You know, we care about other people, and we worry about what's happening."

Jefferson Siegel contributed reporting.
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Lynn Freed, South African Writer With a Wry Style, Dies at 79

In seven novels, dozens of essays and a collection of short stories, she explored her Jewish upbringing during apartheid and the ways women negotiate sexual desire.

Lynn Freed in 2012. "If Joan Didion and Fran Lebowitz had a literary love child," one critic wrote, "she would be Lynn Freed." Metalli Studio for the Civitella Ranieri Foundation



By Michael S. Rosenwald



May 31, 2025 at 07:51 PM

Lynn Freed, a South African-born writer whose mordant, darkly comic works explored her Jewish upbringing during apartheid, along with the jagged feelings of displacement experienced by expatriates and the ways that women negotiate their identities and sexual desire, died on May 9 at her home in Sonoma, Calif. She was 79.

Her daughter, Jessica Gamsu, said the cause was lymphoma.

The author of seven novels, dozens of essays and a collection of short stories that were originally published in The New Yorker, Harper's and The Atlantic, Ms. Freed was praised by critics for her spare, wry and unsentimental style.

"If Joan Didion and Fran Lebowitz had a literary love child, she would be Lynn Freed," the critic E. Ce Miller wrote in Bustle magazine, describing Ms. Freed's writing as "in equal turns funny, wise and sardonic."

Raised by eccentric thespians in South Africa, Ms. Freed immigrated to New York City in the late 1960s to attend graduate school and later settled in California. Her first novel, "Heart Change" (1982), was about a doctor who has an affair with her daughter's music teacher. It was a critical and commercial dud.

Ms. Freed caught her literary wind in 1986 with her second novel, "Home Ground," which drew generously on her upbringing. Narrated by Ruth Frank, a Jewish girl whose parents run a theater and employ servants, the book subtly skewers the manners and lavish excesses of white families during apartheid.

"Home Ground" (1986), Ms. Freed's second novel, drew generously on her upbringing in South Africa, subtly skewering the manners and excesses of white families during apartheid. Heinemann


The story begins in 1953 with a showstopper.

"To a child, nothing that is familiar in her world -- not earthquakes or revolutions, slavery or sodomy, poverty or riches -- seems either exotic or wicked," Ms. Freed wrote. "So to me, Ruth Frank, white girl on a Black continent, it felt only slightly odd to be diverting myself and my friend on an otherwise dull Sunday afternoon by pulling on the penis of the gardenboy."

Accompanying her parents to tea parties on opulent verandas and tennis matches at fancy clubs leaves Ruth exasperated. Her sister's wedding is a predictably excruciating affair.

"The smell of fish overwhelmed the perfume of hundreds of pink roses that festooned the hall and the marquees," Ms. Freed wrote. "Everywhere was pink. Pink and white lights had been strung and looped into a false ceiling. Their glow shimmered into an iridescent haze with the moisture hanging in the air. Even the swarms of flying ants that flew in with the guests fluttered in thick pink clouds under the lights."

Critics raved.

"Here's a rarity: a novel about childhood and adolescence that never lapses into self-pity, that rings true in every emotion and incident, that regards adults sympathetically if unsparingly, that deals with serious thematic material, and that is quite deliciously funny," Jonathan Yardley of The Washington Post wrote in his review. "It is also the flip side of rites-of-passage literary tradition, for its narrator is not a boy but a girl."

Writing in The New York Times Book Review, the novelist Janette Turner Hospital praised the novel's keen point of view. "Lynn Freed's guileless child-narrator takes us inside the neurosis of South Africa," she wrote. "We experience it in a way that is qualitatively different from watching the most graphic of news clips."

In "The Bungalow" (1993), Ms. Freed followed the protagonist of "Home Ground" as she returned to South Africa from California in later life to care for her dying father. Story Line Press


Ms. Freed returned to Ruth Frank in "The Bungalow" (1993). Now it's the 1970s, and Ruth is married and living in California. After separating from her husband, she returns to South Africa to care for her dying father. Staying in a seaside bungalow owned by a former lover, she confronts past loves and past lives in a country that is, like her, in transition.

In "The Mirror" (1997), Ms. Freed told the story of Agnes La Grange, a 17-year-old English girl who immigrates to South Africa in 1920 to work as a housekeeper for a wealthy Jewish family and eventually finds her way into bed with her employer.

"The qualities with which Freed endows her heroine are fundamentally masculine, and through this comes a subtle but inescapable feminist message which makes 'The Mirror' more than a colonial family saga," Isobel Montgomery wrote in her review for the British newspaper The Guardian. 

Ms. Freed in 2001, a year before she won the inaugural Katherine Anne Porter Award for fiction. Nancy Crampton


Lynn Ruth Freed was born on July 18, 1945, in Durban, South Africa. Her parents, Harold and Anne (Moshal) Freed, ran a theater company. They were certainly characters.

"As childhoods go, it would be hard to imagine a better one for a writer," Holly Brubach wrote in The Times, reviewing Ms. Freed's essay collection "Reading, Writing, and Leaving Home" (2005). "The youngest of three girls, Freed was born into a family presided over by a histrionic mother and a debonair father."

Ms. Freed graduated from the University of the Witwatersrand, in Johannesburg, in 1966. She moved to New York City the next year to study English literature at Columbia University, where she received an M.A. in 1968 and a Ph.D. in 1972.

Her books sold well, but they were never blockbusters. In 2002 she won the inaugural Katherine Anne Porter Award for fiction, among the most prestigious of literary prizes. She also won two O. Henry Awards for her short stories.

In interviews, she was often asked how much of her fiction was autobiographical.

"When I am writing properly -- which, I might say, comprises only a fraction of my writing time -- I tend to disappear into the fiction," Ms. Freed said in an interview with Sarah Anne Johnson for the 2006 book "The Very Telling: Conversations With American Writers." "What is the difference between remembered experience and imagined experience? I don't know."

Ms. Freed in 2012. Asked whether her fiction was autobiographical, she replied: "What is the difference between remembered experience and imagined experience? I don't know." Metalli Studio for the Civitella Ranieri Foundation


Ms. Freed's marriage to Gordon Gamsu in 1968 ended in divorce. Her second husband, Robert Kerwin, died in 2021.

In addition to her daughter, Ms. Freed is survived by two stepchildren, Fiona Zecca and Kilian Kerwin; a granddaughter; and four step-grandchildren.

For many years, Ms. Freed taught writing at the University of California, Davis. She was also a frequent -- and popular -- guest at writers' colonies like Yaddo and Bread Loaf. Friends said her readings were always packed.

"She was beautiful, and she was fun to be around," the writer Phillip Lopate, a close friend, said in an interview. "Her voice on the page was the same as she was in person. Her writing gave pleasure, just as she did in real life."
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Guest Essay


America's Novel and Gratuitous Fiscal Crisis

 Ben Hickey



By Adam Tooze
Dr. Tooze is a professor of history at Columbia University and the writer of the Chartbook newsletter.


Jun 03, 2025 at 10:01 AM

At the start of the year, we didn't know how Trump policy would shape up. We still don't. Nor did we know how markets would react. And we still don't. First markets rallied, then after tariffs were imposed and Liberation Day, everything sold. Then, as President Trump pulled back on tariffs, equities rebounded.

The concern now is shifting to the biggest market of all, the $29 trillion market for U.S. Treasuries. The Treasury market is where macroeconomics and politics meet, in their purest form, and when it begins to wobble, it is a real cause for concern.

Unlike stocks, the Treasury market deals in one asset -- U.S. government debt -- of various vintages. In the model that most market players have in their heads, on the side of macroeconomics, there is inflation, where a high rate makes bonds less valuable. On the side of politics, there is Congress's ability (or lack thereof) to balance the budget.

In between macroeconomics and politics stands the Fed with its power to set interest rates and, in extremis, to buy Treasuries en masse. Given the Fed's ultimate power, it makes little sense to worry about default on U.S. debt. Assuming there isn't willful interference from the White House or Congress, the bills will always be paid. But if the Fed is printing money to do so, the value of the currency you get paid in, and hence the value of the outstanding pile of $29 trillion in debt, could change drastically.

And that is why we are beginning to see jitters in the Treasury market.

The downgrade of U.S. Treasuries from a perfect AAA score by the ratings firm Moody's doesn't help matters. But it reflects market anxiety rather than being a cause of it. Inflation isn't the big worry right now, either. At below 3 percent, inflation is under control.

The real issue is politics. The market is waking up to the scale of Republican deficits -- rising up to 7 percent of gross domestic product from under 6 percent; the party's complete refusal to consider serious measures to raise revenue; the state of denial, reminiscent of Saddam Hussein-era Baghdad, that pervades Trump administration communications around the issue; and what appears to be a concerted effort to dissuade investment of foreign money in America by depreciating the dollar. There is even talk of a tax on foreign capital inflows.

In light of recent U.S. political history, you might shrug and ask: "Aren't deficits normal? Aren't all politicians like this? What are the markets worried about? The sky won't fall." This is also the jaundiced view of the conservative brand of fiscal economics known as public choice economics, which predicts that the short-term interests of elected officials will lead them into debt by prioritizing spending and flinching from tax increases.

But, despite the apparent obviousness of such democratic deficits, history tells us a different story. At least until the 1970s, advanced societies generally followed prudent fiscal rules.

They ran up large deficits during wars and major arms races -- the Napoleonic wars, the U.S. Civil War, World War I, World War II and the Cold War. They also ran up debts when they were under serious societal pressure. When not paid back, such debt more often than not resulted in revolution and hyperinflation -- the Russian Revolution and the early Weimar Republic being cases in point.

The norm for largely conservative political elites has been to engage in fiscal restraint. This was true in good times and bad, whether great powers were on the up or in terminal imperial decline.

Britain, after World War II, struggling to keep the wheels on the imperial bus, ran a tight fiscal ship. After 1945, the British more or less invented the modern use of the term "austerity." They might have enjoyed a new welfare state, but it was bare bones.

The United States, too, after the huge deficits of World War I and World War II, which helped it become a global hegemon, engaged in substantial debt repayment. And after the Reagan-era deficits, the Clinton administration also balanced the books in the 1990s.

In Europe, after the debt surges of the 1970s and 1980s, fiscal rules have been tight. Before accounting for interest charges on legacy debts, the "spendthrift" Italy has, in fact, run roughly two decades of rarely interrupted primary surpluses.

One country that has run big deficits for years is Japan. But its economy has been growing slowly for decades, and the Bank of Japan oversees a closed-circuit public debt market, quite unlike the fast-moving and internationalized U.S. Treasury market.

You have to go deep into the ranks of fiscal reprobates -- think Argentina -- to find countries running truly large persistent deficits, especially when their economies were humming along. This is what makes the U.S. experience in the past decade unique. The problem is not that deficits blew out in 2008 or 2020. Faced with the financial crisis and the Covid pandemic, fiscal stimulus was exactly what the doctor ordered. The real issue is what happens, under Republican majorities, when the United States is at or close to full employment. The G.O.P.'s tax cuts of the early 2000s were egregious. But questions really began to be asked after the 2017 round, which saw deficits balloon even as unemployment continued to fall to record lows.

The United States is a rich economy with a good credit rating. It can bear large debts. And there are many things that would be worth greater U.S. borrowing -- for example, green investments and a huge push on child care and human capital. But America's deficits aren't driven by an expansive view of future investments. They are driven by the unwillingness of the richest Americans, who pay, by far, the most tax, to pay even the modest levels that would be necessary to fund America's far-from-generous public sector.

What makes the country unique is that even as the economy hums along and the wealthiest prosper as never before, a party calling itself conservative is conspiring to cut the sinews of the fiscal state.

This isn't normal. And markets are finally, slowly waking up to this fact. To be clear, the point is not that America today is Weimar or Italy in the 1970s and 1980s. The situation is more puzzling and in some sense worse than that. Those societies, after all, were dealing with objectively difficult social and political crises. By contrast, our fiscal dilemmas today are gratuitous. It is not the historical antecedents but the vertiginous novelty of this impasse that should give us pause.

We don't know how this story ends. It is a decision tree with many forks.

Can the United States find buyers for new Treasury bonds being issued at a pace of around $2 trillion a year? Probably. Will it mean that interest rates on long-dated Treasuries stay above 5 percent for the first time in years? Probably. Will that be good for investment? No. Will foreign buyers still want U.S. debt? Maybe. But it won't help if the dollar is declining and the Trump administration is cheering. Could the Fed intervene? Yes. Would the Trump administration like the Fed to raise rates? No. Is there likely to be a fight with the White House? You bet. Would that be good for confidence? Certainly not.

None of these outcomes look attractive to investors, or for the U.S. economy at large. At the very least they add to uncertainty, which damps investment.

To restore normality, many opponents of Mr. Trump are secretly hoping for the bond market to do its worst. But is it healthy for professed defenders of democracy to be cheering on the bond vigilantes? Surely not.

The inability of the American political class to develop decisive majorities for a coherent and strategic fiscal policy -- whether orientated toward a major national investment program or a balanced budget -- corrodes not just credit ratings but also democratic legitimacy. No taxation without representation has a corollary. What defines a civilized collective is its ability, through democratic means, to decide who pays for what.

Adam Tooze is a professor of history at Columbia University, the writer of the Chartbook newsletter and the author of "Shutdown: How Covid Shook the World's Economy."
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Michelle Goldberg


Why Women Are Leaving This Broadway Show in Tears

Sadie Sink in a scene from "John Proctor Is the Villain." Photo illustration by The New York Times



By Michelle Goldberg
Opinion Columnist


Jun 03, 2025 at 12:00 AM

I cried the first time I saw the play "John Proctor Is the Villain," set in a high school in small-town Georgia during the height of the #MeToo movement, and I couldn't stop thinking about it for weeks. On social media, I saw other women reacting similarly, leaving performances in tears. This past weekend, I went a second time with a friend. As the houselights went up, she was crying, as was the woman in the row in front of us. They spontaneously hugged, which is something I've never seen before at a Broadway show. Outside the theater, two women were sobbing.

At least since the time of Aristotle, catharsis has been understood as one of the chief purposes of theater, but it's been a while since I've experienced it so viscerally, and I kept wondering why this play is having such an intense effect on so many. (No other play has received more Tony nominations this year.)

One reason for its power, I suspect, is that it transports the viewer back to a time when #MeToo still felt alive with possibility, the moment before the backlash when it seemed we might be on the cusp of a more just and equal world. It's not an uplifting play -- an innocent girl is punished, and a guilty man is not -- but it is still shot through with a kind of hope that's now in short supply.

"John Proctor Is the Villain" takes place in 2018 and revolves around an honors English class studying Arthur Miller's "The Crucible." The girls in the class are smart and ambitious; they're also, like many teenagers everywhere, swoony and bursting with contradictory emotions. They're so excited about the #MeToo movement that they want to start a feminism club at their school, which school officials do not, at first, want to allow. Tensions in the community, their guidance counselor tells them, are too high.

Those tensions soon creep in to the high school and start to shake the girls' solidarity. The father of one of the girls is accused of sexual harassment by two women, which leads her to question #MeToo. "We can punish the men if they're proven guilty, but if we find out the girls are making it up they should get punished just as bad," she says. Another girl, Shelby -- played by the "Stranger Things" star Sadie Sink -- returns from a mysterious absence with her own destabilizing accusation. Their drama is refracted through their engagement with "The Crucible." In "John Proctor Is the Villain" the increasingly common idea that #MeToo was a witch hunt is turned inside out.

The playwright, Kimberly Belflower, had been captivated by the #MeToo movement when it revved up in 2017. "It just felt like, 'Oh, my God, we're doing this. We're naming these things,'" she told me recently. It gave her a new lens on her own adolescence in rural Georgia. "I didn't have the vocabulary for this then, but I do now," she said.

Belflower was first inspired to reread "The Crucible" after hearing Woody Allen caution against "a witch hunt atmosphere, a Salem atmosphere," in the wake of allegations against Harvey Weinstein. She wrote the play's culminating dialogue during the confirmation hearings for Brett Kavanaugh, who at least one conservative compared to the hero of "The Crucible," John Proctor.

It's a scene between Raelynn, a well-behaved preacher's daughter nurturing a secret well of rebellion, and Shelby, her childhood best friend. For a class project, they've imagined dialogue between Proctor's wife, Elizabeth, and the vengeful Abigail Williams, his discarded teenage mistress. "One day, maybe, the new world we were promised will actually be new," says Raelynn as Elizabeth. "One day, maybe, the men in charge won't be in charge anymore."

It's a line that must have hit very differently in 2018 than it does now, amid the #MeToo movement's wreckage. Since the play was written, Donald Trump was found liable for sexual abuse by a jury and then elected again as president. Andrew Cuomo, who had to resign as governor of New York over accusations of sexual harassment, will likely be New York City's next mayor. And Harvey Weinstein, who is being retried in New York after his 2020 conviction was thrown out because of judicial errors, could well be acquitted. (He'd remain in prison for his conviction in California.)

Today, it's become almost conventional wisdom that #MeToo was a shameful episode of mass hysteria. The movement, wrote Kat Rosenfield in The Free Press, would likely be remembered as "a machine that wrecked the lives of men by labeling them sex offenders, without due process and often without even the most perfunctory concern for whether the allegations were true."

I don't want to deny that the #MeToo movement made mistakes -- that I made mistakes -- and that the rage fueling it sometimes felt as if it was burning out of control. But it was also a period when that rage was finally taken seriously, when many women no longer felt that they needed to accept abuse and harassment as a given, when the machine that wrecks women's lives by labeling them crazy briefly sputtered out.

"John Proctor Is the Villain" brings back the furious exhilaration of that time, though you know as you're watching it how quickly it will be extinguished. When she wrote the play in 2018, said Belflower, "It felt like, 'Oh, maybe we're going to change the institutions. Maybe we're going to change these cycles of power.' And now it feels like, 'OK, those institutions are not going to take care of us. We have to take care of us.'" What's devastating in her play is watching teenage girls take care of one another when no one else will.

Source photograph by Sara Krulwich/The New York Times.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/02/opinion/broadway-play-metoo.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Guest Essay


How History Will Remember Elon Musk

 Carly Zavala for The New York Times



By Louise Perry
Ms. Perry is a journalist based in Britain.


Jun 03, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Visionaries can be terrifying, far more terrifying than the selfish and venal, who are easy to predict and to understand. Visionaries with the means to realize their visions are the most terrifying of all. They are also rare -- in any given historical period, there are just a few men (they are always men) who bend reality around themselves, disregarding criticism and caution.

For better or worse, Elon Musk is a visionary. I have no doubt that he's volatile and reckless, but those who dismiss him as a fraud or an idiot have not been paying close attention. Yes, his time meddling with the federal government has come to an end. And yes, perhaps his foray into politics was, in part, a disappointment to him. But Mr. Musk's vision goes well beyond Washington. He has always been clear on this point and continues to tell anyone who will listen. "Eventually, all life on Earth will be destroyed by the sun," he told Fox News last month. "The sun is gradually expanding, and so we do at some point need to be a multiplanet civilization, because Earth will be incinerated."

This is why, 23 years ago, Mr. Musk resolved to go to Mars -- his first step toward interstellar colonization. He says he wants to die there ("just not on impact"). He also says that space exploration will lead to a process of mass psychological renewal. "The United States," he says, "is literally a distillation of the human spirit of exploration. This is a land of adventurers." His goal is to save humanity not only from the future loss of our planet but also from our own lethargy and cowardice. If he succeeds in this project, then Mr. Musk's time in Washington will be just a minor detail in the histories written about him.

It's not as if this past year has done Mr. Musk long-term harm. Those indulging in schadenfreude at his apparent fall from grace don't seem to have noticed the success of his space program. In the first half of 2024, his SpaceX company launched seven times as much tonnage into space as the rest of the world put together, and Mr. Trump's Golden Dome (an imitation of Israel's Iron Dome) could well consume as many taxpayer dollars as NASA's Apollo project. Much of this funding will be diverted to SpaceX, given the need for an enormous number of satellites, meaning that Mr. Musk's fortune will grow still further as a result of his political interventions. Mr. Musk's obsession with space isn't just ideological -- he is also making money from it. "Pure philanthropy is all very well in its way," as Cecil Rhodes once said, "but philanthropy plus 5 percent is a good deal better."

Mr. Rhodes was another businessman, politician and visionary who bent reality around his will, one of these strange and polarizing figures who crop up throughout history and -- to use one of Silicon Valley's favorite maxims -- "just do things." One thing Mr. Rhodes did was make a lot of money, initially through the diamond trade, which he entered as a teenager, eventually to create in 1888 the De Beers diamond company. He would go on to become prime minister of the Cape Colony, the founder of Rhodesia and the most powerful agent of British imperialism in Africa, with all the violence that implies. He died in 1902, at age 48, as one of the richest men on earth.

Cecil Rhodes, above, was, like Elon Musk, left, a businessman, politician and visionary who bent reality around his will. Hulton Archive/Getty Images


The visionary facet of Mr. Rhodes's character is often forgotten, including by his contemporaries, many of whom regarded him as a megalomaniac and a brute, interested only in his personal enrichment. But the vision was there, all the same. In 1877, a young Rhodes produced a document outlining his plans for the future of humanity. Writing in a shack on the diamond fields of Kimberley, South Africa, he dedicated his life and his fortune to "the extension of British rule throughout the world." This was the high noon of empire. Britain controlled roughly a quarter of the world's land mass. And yet the 24-year-old Rhodes set his sights further: on China, Japan, South America, the entirety of the Holy Land and the recovery of the United States, to boot. This was not for Britain's sake, he insisted, but for "the best interests of humanity." A Pax Britannica, conceived under African skies.

It's hard for modern people to grasp the sincerity of Mr. Rhodes's vision, given the ideological distance between our era and his. He truly felt that the spread of British influence across the world was an unalloyed good, just as Mr. Musk truly believes in the spread of humanity across the universe.

Although no one in Britain doubted that Mr. Rhodes was a great man, there were plenty who doubted he was a good one. According to one estimate, Mr. Rhodes was responsible for the deaths of as many as 20,000 Africans during the conquest of what is now Zimbabwe -- a military campaign that was condemned at the time by his critics, even those who backed the imperial project more broadly. Mr. Rhodes also supported the restriction of the Black franchise in the Cape Colony and is considered by some to have laid the foundations for apartheid. His supporters thought he ought to be feted; his critics thought he ought to be hanged. Some, like Mark Twain, held both views simultaneously: "I admire him, I frankly confess it," he said in 1897, "and when his time comes I shall buy a piece of the rope for a keepsake."

Mr. Rhodes's memorial in Cape Town is graced by a statue of a horse and rider titled "Physical Energy." The artist, George Frederic Watts, said he intended the piece to be symbolic of "that restless physical impulse to seek the still unachieved." I imagine Mr. Musk would rather like that phrase, since it is exactly this spirit he brings to his space project.

The similarities between the two men range from the minor (if suggestive) to the uncanny. Both were difficult and complex men who escaped their tyrannical fathers by migrating to the other side of the world, alone, at a young age -- Mr. Musk moved from South Africa to Canada at 17, Mr. Rhodes from Britain to South Africa also at 17 -- and made their fortunes in industries that favor the ruthless and the energetic. Both rejected the Christian faith in which they were raised and also the conventions of monogamous marriage. (Some biographers now believe that Mr. Rhodes was gay.) Both developed reputations for volatility and eccentricity; Mr. Rhodes, like Mr. Musk, disliked formal dressing.

And both, importantly, were children of the British Empire. Mr. Musk has never lived in Britain, but he takes a particular interest in the country as a consequence of his British ancestry, and he spent his childhood within the British diaspora of South Africa, during the apartheid era. He and Cecil Rhodes are products of the same culture -- a culture that has, for whatever reason, produced a disproportionate number of these strange, ruthless and single-minded men.

Such personalities don't come along very often, and their influence doesn't necessarily endure. Within 50 years of Mr. Rhodes's death in 1902, the British Empire was crumbling, and by the end of the century, Robert Mugabe had begun to seize white-owned farms in what was once Rhodesia. When Mr. Rhodes's name is mentioned now, it is most likely to be in association with the "Rhodes must fall" campaign, a decolonization movement that seeks to remove all traces of the man from public life, including from the international scholarship program that bears his name. His project, in the end, was repudiated.

Mr. Musk's might be, too. There is no shortage of critics who are rooting for his failure. And yet, for all that I am alarmed by the danger posed by such visionaries, he's not wrong about the fragility of our planet. I don't want to go to Mars, but I would like someone to. And I suppose that someone will have to be unusual, in good ways and bad. I'm reminded of what Mr. Musk once said during a monologue on "Saturday Night Live": "To anyone I've offended, I just want to say, I reinvented electric cars, and I'm sending people to Mars in a rocket ship. Did you think I was also going to be a chill, normal dude?"

Louise Perry is a journalist based in Britain. She is the author of "The Case Against the Sexual Revolution" and the host of the podcast "Maiden Mother Matriarch."
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Ukraine's Attack Exposed America's Achilles' Heel

 Mauricio Lima for The New York Times



By W.J. Hennigan
Mr. Hennigan writes about national security, foreign policy and conflict for the Opinion section.


Jun 04, 2025 at 06:00 AM

It turns out Volodymyr Zelensky did have another card to play.

Ukraine's astonishing drone attack on military airfields and critical assets deep inside Russia on Sunday blindsided the Kremlin, destroyed at least a dozen strategic bombers and marked a seismic shift in modern warfare.

The mission, called Operation Spider's Web, was a fresh reminder to leaders of the world's most advanced militaries that the toughest threats they face today are not limited to their regular rivals with expensive gear. Instead, swarms of small, off-the-shelf drones that can evade ground defenses can also knock out billions of dollars of military hardware in an instant.

What happened in Russia can happen in the United States -- or anywhere else. The risk facing military bases, ports and command headquarters peppered across the globe is now undeniably clear.

We don't yet know if the operation will affect the Trump administration's push for a peace deal between Ukraine and Russia, but it nonetheless delivered a tactical defeat to Russia's military and will put pressure on President Vladimir Putin to respond. And what is almost certain is that the innovative use of inexpensive technology will inspire other asymmetric attacks that inflict serious damage against a well-heeled adversary.

Mr. Zelensky, Ukraine's president, called the attack, which was planned by Ukraine's Security Service, his country's "longest-range operation." By smuggling more than 100 explosive-laden quadcopter drones across the border in cargo trucks, Ukraine managed to evade air defenses and then fly the drones undetected above four Russian bases, where they damaged or destroyed what Ukrainian officials said were more than 40 high-value aircraft used in the assault on Ukrainian cities. Those involved with the attack left Russia before it began, Ukrainian officials said. The operators could watch live video and hover the aircraft above their targets before steering them into a nosedive.

The extent of the attack -- and the choice of targets -- opens a new chapter in how drones are used in modern warfare, one that was improbable even a decade ago. The widespread availability of technology in the intervening years has empowered Ukraine to have mostly free rein in the skies above its larger, wealthier enemy, despite having a limited traditional air force.

The U.S. military understands Russia's vulnerability firsthand. Although American pilots have managed to control the skies where they operate since the Korean War, U.S. troops in recent years have come under greater danger from drones. Militant groups have used the aircraft, which are a small fraction of the size of U.S. warplanes, to target American positions in the Middle East, dropping crude munitions that have maimed and killed American service members.

The U.S. military has globe-spanning technology to detect, track and shoot down ballistic missiles, but -- so far -- its multimillion-dollar systems remain helpless against the drone threat. The Pentagon has tried to develop technologies and defensive tactics, but results have been spotty at best. So-called hard-kill tactics to blast the drones out of the sky, or soft-kill methods to electronically disable them, haven't proved to be silver bullets. The unmanned aircraft typically fly low to the ground and don't always transmit their positions. Current radar systems are engineered to spot larger flying objects.

American commanders increasingly realize that forces stateside are just as exposed. Gen. Gregory M. Guillot, the head of Northern Command, told Congress in February that there were some 350 detections of drone overflights above 100 military installations in the United States last year. Those small drones appeared to be more of a nuisance than a threat, but Spider's Web exposed the risk of not taking them seriously.

The Federal Aviation Administration has licensed more than a million drones in the United States. Most fly by the rules, but sightings of drones making illegal flights are on the rise. The F.A.A. reports there are now 100 drone sightings around airports each month, despite federal law that requires them to avoid flying near airports in controlled airspace without authorization.

Military bases and aircraft hangars should be hardened to guard against the worst. Congress is poised to set aside about $1.3 billion this fiscal year for the Pentagon to develop and deploy counter-drone technologies. This is a good start. But the Pentagon's most ambitious and expensive plans fail to address the threat.

President Trump unveiled plans last month for his $175 billion antimissile shield, called Golden Dome, which aims to shoot down all manners of ballistic, hypersonic and cruise missiles. The program, which is under development, wouldn't protect the United States from the types of small drones Ukraine used in Spider's Web.

The United States has spent millions of dollars to help Ukraine manufacture and fine-tune its drones but has not pushed American contractors to do the same. The Pentagon has been slow to procure the smaller, cheaper, less advanced brand of drones that are omnipresent over the battlefields in Ukraine. In August 2023 it did announce a project to field thousands of autonomous systems. The billion-dollar initiative, called Replicator, was inspired by lessons learned in Ukraine to manufacture inexpensive drones and make them widely available by this fall. The Pentagon has said vanishingly little about the effort's systems and programs since Mr. Trump took office, though.

The most technologically advanced fighting force that the world has ever known -- the same one that ushered in the age of drone warfare with its missile-firing Predators and Reapers at the turn of the century -- has been slow to adopt this technology. The irony won't escape many in the Pentagon. Let's hope Ukraine's attack inside Russia on Sunday motivates America's war planners to address the nation's stark vulnerability to similar threats and its own pressing need to increase its fleet of small drones.
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Women's Tales of Tables for One

Jun 04, 2025 at 05:27 PM


 Kathleen Fu


To the Editor:

Re "Oh, No, She's Eating All Alone!," by Callie Hitchcock (Opinion guest essay, May 28):

I am an 82-year-old retired attorney. I would like to add a historical note to this excellent article.

When I was a young attorney in the 1970s we would have Women Lawyers of Michigan meetings. At restaurants. I would sometimes get to the meetings early and sit at the bar to have a drink while I waited for others. That is, until I was told that I was not allowed to sit at the bar alone, as I would be seen as a "hooker" and the bar didn't want "hookers" in the restaurant.

Needless to say, we sued them under a civil rights law and won. We also sued a different restaurant for refusing to hang our coats. We won that lawsuit, too, and were awarded damages, which were donated to a shelter.

I will add that I have always gone out to eat alone and like to sit at the bar, as I often meet interesting people there. I am sorry to say no one from management has ever offered me a free drink.

Carole Chiamp
Bingham Farms, Mich.

To the Editor:

Many years ago, when I was new to working internationally, I'd finished my morning appointments in Milan and had no lunch scheduled. Walking down the street, I saw a charming white-tablecloth restaurant and entered. When I was seated and asked if anyone would be joining me, I said, "No."

The waiter paused and asked if I was from Britain or America. When I replied, "America," he smiled, left and returned with a small U.S. flag in a stand and put it on the table.

I was surprised and asked him why he had put a flag on my table. In an embarrassed mixture of English and Italian, he tried to explain that in Italy a woman seated at a table alone might be seen by an Italian man as a prostitute, and he didn't want me to be bothered!

Grace Stanek
Chicago

To the Editor:

Maybe it is New York, maybe it is Callie Hitchcock, maybe it is a societal difference in the North versus the South, but I have never in all my years ever had an issue about dining alone.

I take my book or Kindle, go to a restaurant of my choice and dine alone. I have dined in many places across the country -- from Michelin star restaurants to local joints. I have been in countries in both northern and southern Africa, and across Europe, including England and Ireland. Nary a bat of the lashes and usually a charming waiter or waitress and a lovely meal completely uninterrupted.

Even in ethnic restaurants where the owners were from countries where women cannot leave the house by themselves, I was welcomed without hesitation.

No one seemed to presume I was suffering from a broken heart, but only that I wanted nice food and a nice evening or afternoon. Once in a while I get a "will someone be joining you?" But in my mind that is to maximize the seating possibilities for the restaurant.

I suggest that restaurants treat women as they do men; of course this should be true across all businesses. I might suggest to Ms. Hitchcock to get out of the city and travel a bit and see if it is the same elsewhere. I think she might be pleasantly surprised.

Christy Jobe Carter
Southport, N.C.

To the Editor:

Since I was recently widowed, I am often eating alone. Thus I was surprised that the article didn't mention widows.

Because I had a partner for many years, I am not in the habit of arranging to eat with someone else. I hope that will eventually change.

Irene Starr
Overland Park, Kan.

A Fundamental Right

Guards stand next to the U.S. Constitution at the National Archives in Washington, D.C. Ron Edmonds/Associated Press


To the Editor:

"Rising Chorus by Courts: Immigrants Have Rights" (news analysis, front page, May 19) understates the importance of the courts' decisions to block or rule against the Trump administration's aggressive deportation policies. These decisions protect not only immigrants, but all Americans as well.

What can stop the federal government from incorrectly claiming that a United States citizen is a deportable immigrant and sending that person to a prison in El Salvador or Libya or any other country without a proper hearing to determine the validity of the government's claim?

The answer is the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution, which wisely protects all persons from being deprived of "life, liberty or property without due process of law."

Due process protects all of us, as the founders intended.

Perry Bechky
Washington
The writer is a lawyer.
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China Tries to Stop Smuggling of Rare Earths as Shortages Loom Abroad

Police officers, customs officials and spies are reinforcing China's embargo on the critical minerals that it overwhelmingly controls.

Police officers patrolling a rail line from China's Guangxi region into Vietnam in 2020. Chinese smugglers have sometimes moved rare earth minerals through the mountain jungles along the border with Vietnam. Lu Boan/Xinhua via Getty Images



By Keith Bradsher
Keith Bradsher, who has covered the rare earths industry since 2009, reported from Beijing.


Jun 04, 2025 at 02:34 PM

The Chinese government has begun an intensive campaign to prevent rare earths from leaving the country without Beijing's permission, a step that is making shortages even more severe for these minerals, which are crucial to automakers, military contractors and many other businesses.

The anti-smuggling campaign, which Chinese state media described this week, is a cornerstone of Beijing's move this spring to assert tighter control over the rare earth industry as a tool in Chinese statecraft.

Beijing halted legal exports on April 4 of seven kinds of rare earths and magnets made from them. Beijing said any further shipments of these rare earths and magnets, which are processed almost entirely in China, would require export licenses.

Few licenses have been issued, as Beijing exerts pressure on the United States and others to lower tariffs on Chinese goods and to allow the sale of sensitive military technology to China.

Many companies in the United States, Europe and elsewhere have long depended on China for rare earth metals and now find themselves fast running out of supplies.

China's anti-smuggling push amounts to a double whammy for these businesses: Beijing has halted legal exports and is cracking down very hard on illegal exports at the same time.

Widespread smuggling eroded the effectiveness of China's previous restrictions of rare earth exports. Beijing imposed a two-month embargo on Japan during a territorial dispute in 2010 and intermittent restrictions from 2009 to 2013 to put pressure on global manufacturers to move factories into China.

Until 2010, when Beijing began early attempts to limit smuggling, Chinese organized crime syndicates smuggled up to half of China's annual rare earth production out of the country. Beijing's efforts had limited success at first. Multinational companies like Boeing, Volkswagen and Toyota relied on long supply chains in which legal and illegal production were mixed together.

Even before the recent crackdown, however, the scale of illegal shipments had been greatly reduced. "Smuggling is not as easy as it once was," said David Abraham, a rare earths specialist at Boise State University.

Senior officials from China's customs, commercial, police and spy agencies met on May 9 to plot strategy for the crackdown. Officials from 11 national ministries and seven provinces met three days later and issued a joint statement through the Ministry of Commerce.

"Strategic mineral export control is related to national security and development interests, and strengthening the control of the entire export chain is the key," the statement said. It also called for comprehensive tracking of rare earths at every stage of production and transportation.

A border crossing where trucks from China's Guangxi region enter Vietnam, in March.  Cao Yiming/Xinhua via Getty Images


China's Ministry of Commerce has said its new licensing system was aimed at limiting military use of rare earth metals. American military contractors rely heavily on rare earth magnets and other critical minerals from China to build missiles, drones, tanks, artillery and fighter jets.

China's Ministry of Commerce now requires Chinese producers to submit elaborate documentation for each request to export restricted rare earths or magnets. To prevent resales, the application requires Chinese companies to certify not just who is buying the material but how it will be used in subsequent steps of production, sometimes including photos of products, three rare earth industry leaders outside China said.

These documents may provide Beijing with a detailed map of how rare earths are used abroad, and could make it easier for China to target specific companies and countries in the future.

"It's essentially becoming an intelligence gathering effort," said James Litinsky, chairman and chief executive of MP Materials, an American company that owns the sole U.S. rare earths mine, located in Mountain Pass, Calif.

Securities Times, a Chinese state-owned news outlet controlled by People's Daily, the flagship publication of the Communist Party, said in a report this week that Guangxi, a region in southern China that borders Vietnam, was tightening its scrutiny of rare earths trafficking in particular.

Before the Covid-19 pandemic, smugglers routinely moved large quantities of rare earths across the border with Vietnam. A tiny refinery in northern Vietnam was the only facility outside China that could undertake the complicated steps needed to chemically process so-called heavy rare earths.

But China built an elaborate system of fences with motion detectors along its southern border during the pandemic, after a series of incidents in which infected people entered China. The fences have since proved an obstacle for smugglers.

The small refinery in Vietnam closed more than a year ago because of a dispute with the country's tax authorities.

Another smuggling method, employed during China's embargo against Japan in 2010, was to melt rare earths into steel beams. The beams were then exported and remelted at their destination to extract the rare earths.

But China has tightened its surveillance of the steel sector, and many small mills have closed, replaced by fewer, larger mills with greater state supervision.

As shortages of rare earths outside China worsen and prices surge, the potential profits are huge for smugglers willing to take the risk.

Li You contributed research.
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Elon Musk Left the White House, but Tesla's Protesters Aren't Finished

The activists behind the Tesla Takedown campaign say they intend to expand beyond protests at the company's showrooms.







By Neal E. Boudette



Jun 03, 2025 at 03:51 PM

Elon Musk left the Trump administration with a White House send-off on Friday. That was a victory of sorts for a group of activists who have spent much of the last four months organizing protests against Mr. Musk's right-wing politics by targeting his electric car company, Tesla.

A day later, on Saturday, hundreds of people showed up at more than 50 Tesla showrooms and other company locations to continue their protests.

The campaign at Tesla sites began in February after Joan Donovan, a sociology professor at Boston University, gathered friends to hold a demonstration at a Tesla showroom in Boston, and posted a notice about her plan on Bluesky using the hashtag #TeslaTakedown. She said she had been inspired by a small protest at Tesla's electric vehicle chargers in Maine soon after President Trump's inauguration.

"That first one on Feb. 15 was me and like 50 people," Ms. Donovan said. "And then the next week it was a hundred more people, and then a hundred more after that, and it's just grown."

Tesla Takedown has since expanded into an international movement, staging demonstrations at Tesla factories, showrooms and other locations in countries including Australia, Britain, France and Germany as well as across the United States. The campaign's U.S. growth has been fueled in large part by anger over Mr. Musk's leadership of the Department of Government Efficiency, which has slashed government spending and dismissed tens of thousands of federal workers while gaining access to sensitive personal data.

Mr. Musk departed the administration after his involvement in politics hurt his companies, especially Tesla. Sales of the company's cars have tumbled since Mr. Trump took office and the start of protests against the company.

David S. Meyer, a sociology professor at the University of California, Irvine, who studies corporate protest movements, said the anti-Tesla movement had been surprisingly effective.

"Most corporate boycotts and corporate actions don't work and don't last," he said. "They're a blip and fade away." The Tesla protests, however, "gave people something to do to express their dissatisfaction with Trump in general and DOGE in particular, and made Musk's participation in those a liability for Tesla."

Tesla and Mr. Musk did not respond to requests for comment. A White House spokesman said the protests were not the reason Mr. Musk had stepped away from his government role. "He had to go back to his companies," the spokesman said.

The challenge for Ms. Donovan, whose academic research focuses on misinformation, and the other activists is keeping their movement going now that Mr. Musk appears to be pulling back from politics.

Alice Hu, a political activist who has organized protests at Tesla locations in New York, said organizers were determined to continue, drawing on people's distress over Mr. Trump's policies and Mr. Musk's support of right-wing causes.

"We want to apply as much pressure as possible to Elon Musk himself," Ms. Hu said. "We want to send a message to the Trump regime that there is a mass movement, and that people are watching and there will be consequences for what they are doing to our government."

The group is planning around 50 protests for June 28 -- Mr. Musk's birthday -- according to its website.

Other activists who are not affiliated with Tesla Takedown have also held protests against the company, including some that took place before Ms. Donovan's first event in Boston.

Ms. Donovan said she hoped the protests would expand beyond picketing in front of Tesla locations. On a recent conference call that drew several hundred participants, organizers laid out plans to begin urging city and state governments to sell their Tesla stock, and to stop doing business with Mr. Musk's other businesses like Starlink, the satellite communications service.

"That first one on Feb. 15 was me and like 50 people," said Joan Donovan, a sociology professor at Boston University who started the #TeslaTakedown hashtag. "It's just grown." Sophie Park for The New York Times


Ms. Donovan has firsthand experience with heated policy and political debates.

Before joining Boston University, she was the research director at the Shorenstein Center on Media, Politics and Public Policy at Harvard. After leaving the center in 2023, she filed a complaint to Harvard's president contending that she was let go because of pressure from Meta, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram, which was a subject of her research and has financial ties to the university.

In a statement, a spokesperson for Harvard said Ms. Donovan's allegations of unfair treatment and donor interference were "false." Meta declined to comment.

Ms. Hu has political experience, as well. A graduate of Columbia University, she founded a climate activist group, Planet Over Profit, that held demonstrations targeting Citi last year.

A handful of celebrities have supported the Tesla Takedown protests. The actors Alex Winter and John Cusack have participated in organizing calls. Mr. Winter contacted Ms. Donovan early on and offered to create a Tesla Takedown website. He declined to comment for this article.

In April, Tesla reported its profit fell 71 percent in the first three months of the year after it sold 15 percent fewer cars compared with a year earlier. Many Tesla owners are selling or trading their cars in, and prices of used Teslas have fallen sharply.

In early April, Tesla's stock price was down by around 54 percent from a December high, although it has regained much of that ground in recent weeks and is now down 29 percent.

In an April conference call to discuss Tesla earnings, Mr. Musk addressed the demonstrations, saying, without evidence, that the protesters were paid. "They're obviously not going to admit that the reason that they're protesting is because they're receiving fraudulent money or that they're the recipients of wasteful largess," he said.

Ms. Hu and Ms. Donovan said they were not paid or funded by anyone to protest against Tesla. 

In March, Mr. Trump defended Mr. Musk and Tesla at a White House event in which the president looked over a display of five different Tesla models and said he would buy one of them, a Model S luxury sedan.

"I think he's been treated very unfairly by a very small group of people," Mr. Trump said. "And I just want people to know that he can't be penalized for being a patriot."

One challenge for the protest movement is preventing it from becoming linked to recent acts of vandalism against Tesla. The company's cars, dealerships and chargers have been spray-painted, set on fire and damaged in other ways around the world.

Mr. Musk and Mr. Trump have described these incidents as the work of "terrorists." The White House spokesman said the Justice Department was investigating the vandalism.

Ms. Donovan and Ms. Hu say they urge protesters to refrain from violence and demonstrate peacefully. But the posters and signs some demonstrators have displayed at Tesla Takedown events often take an aggressive tone.

At one March demonstration in Lower Manhattan, a line of protesters strode down the street toward a Tesla dealership, holding a large banner with the words, "Burn a Tesla, Save Democracy," painted against flames on a white background.

In Germany protesters recently projected images and videos on the walls of Tesla's plant outside Berlin. They showed Mr. Musk making a Nazi-like, stiff-armed salute along with slogans like "Heil Tesla."

While the protests were originally aimed at Mr. Musk and Tesla, many events have started attracting people who see them as a way to demonstrate their opposition to other administration initiatives. At a recent demonstration at the Tesla store in Ann Arbor, Mich., Beth Ann Thorrez was dressed in a penguin suit -- a poke at the Trump tariffs levied against countries around the world, including one uninhabited island populated largely by penguins.

Several protesters said they would speak only on the condition of anonymity, saying they feared attacks from supporters of Mr. Trump and Mr. Musk, or punitive actions by the federal government.

Ms. Donovan said death threats arrive in her email inbox and social media accounts almost every day.

But she finds encouragement and resolve, she said, in how the demonstrations have grown. The events in Boston where Ms. Donovan is often present typically draw hundreds of participants, and have taken on a carnival atmosphere. A marching band provided entertainment at one recent gathering; a chorus sang at another.

"A lot of people who are not incredibly political in their daily lives are coming out and joining," she said. "You see a lot of adults, grandparents, kids. I'm energized by it."

Anusha Bayya contributed reporting.
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Fed Removes Shackle Imposed on Wells Fargo After Series of Scandals

For seven years, the bank was forbidden to grow as punishment for misconduct including creating fraudulent bank accounts and mistakenly seizing homes.

"We are a different and far stronger company today," Wells Fargo's chief executive, Charles W. Scharf, said. Gabby Jones for The New York Times



By Stacy Cowley
Stacy Cowley has been covering Wells Fargo's misconduct since 2016, writing about the effects on customers and employees.


Jun 03, 2025 at 11:42 PM

In early 2018, the Federal Reserve hit Wells Fargo with an unprecedented penalty for a yearslong record of misconduct: an asset cap that prevented the bank from growing.

On Tuesday, the Fed lifted that restriction. Wells Fargo has improved its internal governance and risk management enough to be released from its fetters, the regulator said.

The end of the asset cap reflects the bank's "focused management leadership, strong board oversight and strict supervision," said Michael S. Barr, a Fed governor who recently ended his service as the board's vice chair for supervision. He said the three improvements "will need to continue for the firm to have a sustainable approach."

Wells Fargo, based in San Francisco, hailed the end of a sanction that has shadowed the bank for more than seven years. Charles W. Scharf, the bank's chief executive, called it "a pivotal milestone" in the company's transformation.

"We are a different and far stronger company today because of the work we've done," he said.

Wells Fargo said it would grant nearly all of its 215,000 full-time workers an award valued at $2,000. For most, the prize will come in the form of a restricted stock grant, which the company described as a way to give its workers "an opportunity to own a part of Wells Fargo and hopefully benefit from our future success."

Mr. Scharf took on the top job at Wells Fargo in 2019, after the bank's series of scandals toppled two chief executives. In 2016, federal regulators and local officials in California revealed that the bank's employees had for years created bank accounts for unwitting customers, without their consent, to meet aggressive sales goals.

That discovery was followed by others, including mistakes that led to improper home foreclosures and auto repossessions. The bank paid billions of dollars in fines and billions more in refunds to customers it had harmed. One former top executive -- Carrie L. Tolstedt, who served for years as Wells Fargo's head of retail banking -- faced criminal charges from the Justice Department. Through a plea deal, she avoided a prison sentence.

The asset cap prevented Wells Fargo from keeping up with rivals. Over the course of the sanction, its ranking among the largest U.S. banks fell from third to fourth, with assets of around $1.9 trillion.

The bank will now be able to expand its lending, increase its deposits and potentially acquire other financial providers. Its stock price rose about 3.7 percent in after-hours trading after the Fed announcement.

Wells Fargo was the first bank to face such a stiff penalty from federal bank regulators, but it's no longer the only one. Last year, the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency imposed an asset cap on TD Bank for violating anti-money-laundering laws.

"No one thought it would last this long," Ian Katz, an analyst at Capital Alpha Partners, said of the Wells Fargo asset cap. Its removal "signals both the bank's progress and the Fed's increasingly bank-friendly mood."
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Germans Are Buying More Electric Cars, but Not Teslas

Drivers in the country, Europe's largest car market, are avoiding vehicles from Tesla, which has seen a drop in sales in other countries as well.

Tesla's Gigafactory in Grunheide, Germany. Registrations for new Tesla vehicles dropped more than a third in May from the year prior. Katrin Streicher for The New York Times



By Melissa Eddy
Melissa Eddy has been tracking Tesla sales across Europe from Berlin.


Jun 04, 2025 at 02:55 PM

Tesla sales in Germany dropped in May for the fifth month in a row, as demand for the electric vehicle maker continued to slide across much of Europe, despite Elon Musk's efforts to turn his focus away from his U.S. government activities and back to his companies.

Registrations of new Tesla cars in Germany, Europe's largest car market, dropped more than a third from the same month last year, data released by the country's Federal Motor Transport Authority, K.B.A., showed on Wednesday.

Tesla sales in other European countries have also remained depressed, falling more than 67 percent in France and 29 percent in Spain in May.

Only Norway stood out as an exception, with Tesla selling 2,600 cars in May, more than triple the number sold a year earlier. Sales were led by deliveries of Tesla's newly revamped version of its most popular vehicle, the Model Y.

In neighboring Sweden, Volkswagen sold nearly twice as many of its latest electric model, the ID.7, as the new Model Y from Tesla, whose overall sales in the country dropped 53 percent.

Mr. Musk has tried to downplay the extent of Tesla's losses in Europe, telling Bloomberg News in an interview at the Qatar Economic Forum that although it was the region where the brand faces its greatest challenges, "the European car market is quite weak."

But data from European markets does not support that claim. In Germany, sales of battery-powered cars grew nearly 45 percent in May, compared with a year earlier. In Spain, overall sales of electric cars grew 72 percent, while Tesla sales slid 19 percent.

In Germany, demand for BYD, Tesla's main E.V. rival, rose ninefold, the strongest showing of an electric vehicle producer from China. The company, which overtook Tesla as the world's top seller of electric cars this year, has been making inroads in Europe, despite facing tariffs of 17 percent imposed by the European Union in 2024.

Although Mr. Musk has left his role at the White House, Tesla sales have been affected by his foray into politics. In April, the company reported that its vehicle sales fell 13 percent in the first quarter from a year earlier, as profit plunged to its lowest level in four years.

The company has been hurt by protests against Mr. Musk's support for President Trump and several far-right parties in France, Germany and Italy.
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Is Trump Unveiling a Crypto Wallet? His Associates Say Yes. His Sons Say No.

The back-and-forth over a potential Trump cryptocurrency wallet on Tuesday exposed rifts among the family's web of digital currency ventures.

Eric Trump, left, and Donald Trump Jr. said the family business had no connection with "the Official $TRUMP Wallet." Gabriela Bhaskar/The New York Times



By David Yaffe-Bellany and Eric Lipton



Jun 03, 2025 at 11:57 PM

A flashy new website drew a surge of attention on Tuesday afternoon, purporting to announce the latest cryptocurrency venture backed by President Trump.

The developers of Mr. Trump's memecoin, the website said, were working with a company called Magic Eden to launch "the Official $TRUMP Wallet" -- a trading app for customers to buy and sell digital currencies.

But the announcement soon triggered a backlash from an unexpected source: Mr. Trump's sons.

Donald Trump Jr. wrote on X that the Trump family business had no connection to the new crypto product. His brother Eric Trump said he knew "nothing about" it. And in a rare social media post, Barron Trump, the youngest Trump son, said that "our family has zero involvement."

The sons' reaction to the announcement appeared to expose a rift in Mr. Trump's ever-expanding network of crypto ventures, a complex web of businesses run by various family members and associates who now appear to be competing against each other.

On one side is Bill Zanker, a longtime Trump business partner and the architect of the president's memecoin, a type of cryptocurrency usually based on an online joke, which Mr. Trump began promoting shortly before his inauguration in January. On the other are Mr. Trump's sons, who helped found World Liberty Financial, a separate crypto business that markets its own digital currency, which has generated $550 million in sales.

In a series of text messages to The New York Times, Eric Trump escalated the dispute on Tuesday, saying the Trump family would legally challenge the creation of the "Official $TRUMP Wallet" -- even though it was being promoted on social media by an account linked to Mr. Zanker.

"There is no deal for this product," Eric Trump wrote. "There is no agreement for this product. It has not been approved."

Mr. Zanker did not respond to a request for comment. But the memecoin's official X account confirmed the authenticity of the wallet announcement in a post late Tuesday. Similar language appeared on Magic Eden's official X account.

What appeared to have set off the Trump sons were their own plans to offer a similar product to what Mr. Zanker and Magic Eden unveiled. In his post, Donald Trump Jr. wrote that World Liberty Financial would be "launching our official wallet soon."

The back-and-forth illustrated the confusing array of Trump crypto products now on the market.

In the last four months, the Trump family and its partners have rushed to profit from the crypto industry's growth, with President Trump in the White House leading a rollback in crypto regulatory oversight. His embrace of the industry has fueled predictions that crypto is poised to become a major part of the U.S. banking system and mainstream financial markets.

Since last fall, the Trump family and its associates have begun four different crypto ventures, under the brand names American Bitcoin, $TRUMP, World Liberty Financial and Trump Media & Technology Group.

A memecoin is a type of cryptocurrency with little value beyond speculation. Mr. Trump started marketing the $TRUMP memecoin as a collectible, the digital equivalent of a baseball card.

Almost immediately, it became an opportunity for speculators to try to make a quick profit by buying the coin as it first hit the market, worth less than $1, and then selling once it surged to nearly $75 per coin.

The Trump family and Mr. Zanker made money on every transaction, with small fees charged for each trade. They also control 80 percent of the total supply of $TRUMP coins, which could be worth billions of dollars, at least on paper. So far, none of those holdings have been sold. If even a small chunk hit the market, the price would crash.

Over the past few months, Mr. Zanker has explored various ways to drive up the price of $TRUMP.

In April, the memecoin's developers organized a monthlong contest for investors, announcing that the top 220 traders would be invited to dinner with Mr. Trump at the president's Virginia golf club. The event, on May 22, attracted crypto traders from around the world, some of whom attended with the explicit aim of influencing U.S. crypto policy. The dinner was followed by a White House tour for the top 25 buyers of the $TRUMP coin.

The chaos over the $TRUMP trading app started on Tuesday when Molly White, a prominent crypto researcher, unearthed a link to the website advertising the new product line.

The marketing materials featured a waiting list for customers to sign up for access to the app, promising the possibility of "$1 MILLION in $TRUMP REWARDS!" The site included an artist's rendering of the product, which resembled popular trading apps like Robinhood.

Soon Magic Eden, in a post from its official X account, confirmed the website's authenticity. Jack Lu, a founder of Magic Eden, said the app would allow customers to trade popular digital currencies like Bitcoin and Dogecoin.

The project showed his firm's "commitment to onboarding mainstream audience deeper into crypto," Mr. Lu wrote. 

In the late afternoon, the Trump memecoin's official X account also confirmed the announcement. "With Billions of Trump fans around the world, the $TRUMP mission has always been to make it super easy for Trump supporters to get into crypto and join the $TRUMP community," the post said.

By then, however, the Trump sons had each issued statements on social media distancing themselves from the plan. On Tuesday evening, Eric Trump went even further, effectively threatening the backers of the $TRUMP wallet effort.

"I would be extremely careful using our name in a project that has not been approved and is unknown to anyone in our organization," he wrote.

Around that time, an account on X called @TrumpWalletApp was suspended, leaving it unclear what might happen to the new venture.
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How Higher Tariffs on Steel and Aluminum Will Affect Companies

Home builders, car manufacturers and can makers are among those that will see higher prices for materials. Those companies could charge customers more.

A steel plant in Zelzate, Belgium. The European Steel Association has warned that the tariff increase could cause a flood of cheap foreign steel to be dumped into the E.U. market. Kevin Faingnaert for The New York Times



By Madeleine Ngo, Neal E. Boudette and Rebecca F. Elliott



Jun 04, 2025 at 09:00 PM

President Trump has raised tariffs on steel and aluminum imports to 50 percent less than three months after imposing a 25 percent tariff on them. He said the move, made Wednesday, would help support U.S. steel companies, but many domestic businesses say that the latest increase would hurt them and raise prices for all Americans.

U.S. home builders, car manufacturers, oil producers and can makers will be among the most affected. Many companies in those and other industries will likely pass on cost increases to their customers.

"It means higher costs for consumers," said Mary E. Lovely, a senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics, a research organization in Washington that tends to favor lower trade barriers.

These are some of the industries that could feel the biggest effects from Mr. Trump's latest tariffs.

American Steel Makers

Industry groups representing domestic steel producers praised the steeper levies, which they said could spur investment and create jobs in the United States.

Kevin Dempsey, the president and chief executive at the American Iron and Steel Institute, said the latest increase would help U.S. steel producers compete with China and other countries that have flooded the global market with metal. Mr. Dempsey said the industry had worried that the 25 percent tariff on steel imports alone was not sufficient.

"The increase to 50 percent is well justified and will help prevent a new surge in imports of steel," Mr. Dempsey said.

He added that higher tariffs would eventually help create new jobs.

"Over time, increased production will lead to increased employment," Mr. Dempsey said.

Foreign Steel Producers

Suppliers in Britain will continue to face a 25 percent tariff on the steel and aluminum they sell to the United States for now, under a reprieve the country negotiated with the Trump administration last month. But other metal exporters like Canada will be hit hard.

Canada is the largest foreign supplier of steel and aluminum to the United States. The Canadian Steel Producers Association condemned the Trump administration's latest increase and said in a statement that it "essentially closes the U.S. market to our domestic industry."

Mexico, Brazil, South Korea and Germany are also big suppliers of steel. The European Steel Association warned that the administration's latest increase could result in a flood of cheap foreign steel being dumped into Europe as countries look for other markets.

Aluminum Producers

Industry groups representing aluminum makers have voiced support for the Trump administration's attempts to strengthen the industry. But officials have also said that U.S. aluminum companies need a reliable source of that metal from Canada to turn into more specialized products. That kind of manufacturing supports U.S. jobs and investments, industry officials said.

"We urge the administration to take a tailored approach that reserves high tariffs for bad actors -- such as China -- that flood the market and includes carve outs for proven partners -- such as Canada," Matt Meenan, a spokesman for the Aluminum Association, said in a statement.

The association said that steeper tariffs alone would not be enough to increase domestic production, and that the industry needed "consistent, predictable trade and tariff policy to plan for current and future investment." 

Automakers

Higher steel tariffs are likely to raise the cost of new cars and trucks. That will be bad for consumers, who are already facing near-record prices for new vehicles, and car companies that are contending with higher costs stemming from previous tariff increases on imported vehicles and engines and other components.

"These tariff increases will further raise the cost of both imported and domestic steel and aluminum, thereby increasing the cost of assembling a car in the United States," said Matt Blunt, president of the American Automotive Policy Council, which lobbies on behalf of General Motors, Ford Motor and Stellantis. "This action places U.S. industry and U.S. workers at a disadvantage in the global marketplace."

Steel and aluminum once accounted for most of the cost of a new car or truck. Computer chips and other electronics now tend to cost a lot more per car than those metals.

It is unclear how much the increased steel and aluminum tariffs alone will result in higher new-car prices. Analyst estimates range from a few hundred dollars to $1,000 or more per vehicle. It is also unclear how soon the effect will be felt.

Automakers and their suppliers have been modifying operations to adjust to the earlier Trump tariffs. Some have stockpiled steel, giving them a cushion that will delay the impact of the newly increased duties.

Home Builders

Mr. Trump's tariffs could drive up housing costs and deter new development as homebuilders pay higher prices for steel and aluminum products.

Buddy Hughes, the chairman of the National Association of Home Builders, said that before the administration's latest increase on Wednesday, builders had already estimated that new tariffs would add $10,900 to the average cost of a new home.

"President Trump's move to double steel and aluminum tariffs will have a negative impact on housing affordability by further disrupting building material supply chains and fueling business uncertainty," Mr. Hughes said in a statement. 

Can Manufacturers

Can makers have warned that consumers will see higher prices at the grocery store because of the steeper metal tariffs.

The Can Manufacturers Institute, which represents the domestic metal can industry, said that significant cuts by tin mill steel producers over the past eight years have decreased U.S. output of the specialized steel by 75 percent. Because of the drop, domestic can makers and canned food producers import nearly 80 percent of tin mill steel from foreign allies, according to the institute.

"Doubling steel tariffs will inflate domestic canned food prices, and it plays into the hands of China and other foreign canned food producers, which are more than happy to undercut American farmers and food producers," Robert Budway, the president of the Can Manufacturers Institute, said in a statement. "Ultimately, these metal tariffs put our nation's food security at risk."

Oil and Gas Producers

Higher steel tariffs will also squeeze U.S. oil companies, which need steel to build pipelines and produce oil and natural gas. Steel can make up 10 to 20 percent of the cost of a new well, executives have said.

Metal costs have risen even as oil prices have fallen nearly 20 percent since Mr. Trump took office, an unpalatable combination for producers. Smaller companies, which generally do not order as much material in advance, have been particularly hard-hit.

Many companies cut spending even before Mr. Trump raised tariffs on steel imports. Some predict that production from U.S. shale basins, which generate most of the country's oil, will peak later this year, if it has not already.
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Reddit Sues Anthropic, Accusing It of Illegally Using Data From Its Site

In its lawsuit, Reddit said Anthropic had also declined to enter into a licensing agreement for data and had unjustly enriched itself at Reddit's expense.

Anthropic's Claude 3.7 Sonnet AI Assistant. Kelsey McClellan for The New York Times



By Mike Isaac
Reporting from San Francisco


Jun 04, 2025 at 07:33 PM

Reddit sued Anthropic on Wednesday, accusing the artificial intelligence start-up of unlawfully using the data of Reddit's more than 100 million daily users to train its A.I. systems.

The lawsuit, which was filed in the Superior Court of California in San Francisco, claimed that Anthropic had obtained access or tried to obtain access to Reddit data more than 100,000 times, in a breach of the online platform's content policies. Anthropic also declined to enter into a licensing agreement for the data, the lawsuit said, and unjustly enriched itself at Reddit's expense.

"We will not tolerate profit-seeking entities like Anthropic commercially exploiting Reddit content for billions of dollars without any return for redditors or respect for their privacy," Ben Lee, Reddit's chief legal officer, said in a statement. "A.I. companies should not be allowed to scrape information and content from people without clear limitations on how they can use that data."

A spokeswoman for Anthropic did not immediately provide a comment.

The lawsuit was the latest clash over the use of digital data by A.I. companies amid a heated race to develop the technology. For years, A.I. companies have gobbled up as much data across the internet as possible to fine-tune their systems, which rely on information to improve the responses they generate. But those data sources are quickly drying up, as companies lock down more of their data to keep it from being used without permission.

Reddit, which is 20 years old and went public last year, is among a generation of social media companies with a wealth of user-generated conversational data. The site is a kind of social message board, where people can hold discussions on any number of topics, from dogs to television shows to cryptocurrency. 

In recent years, Reddit executives began realizing just how valuable the company's data was to the rest of the industry. Steve Huffman, Reddit's chief executive, began talking to companies like Google and OpenAI to potentially strike licensing deals. Reddit eventually reached deals with Google and OpenAI for access to Reddit public conversation data to train their A.I. systems for a fee.

Steve Huffman, Reddit's chief executive. Amy Lombard for The New York Times


Anthropic, a high-profile A.I. start-up in San Francisco, makes the Claude chatbot and is regarded as a leader in the industry. In March, it completed a new fund-raising deal that valued it at $61.5 billion, up from about $16 billion a little more than a year ago. Dario Amodei, Anthropic's chief executive, and his sister, Daniela Amodei, its president, founded the company as a start-up that would build A.I. with guardrails.

Anthropic has avoided negotiating with Reddit to license the online platform's data, according to Reddit's lawsuit. The start-up instead has continued accessing -- known as scraping -- Reddit's public conversational data, according to the suit.

"A.I. companies should not be allowed to scrape information and content from people without clear limitations on how they can use that data," Mr. Lee said in a statement. "Licensing agreements enable us to enforce meaningful protections for our users, including the right to delete your content, user privacy protections and preventing users from being spammed using this content."

In 2023, The New York Times sued OpenAI and its partner, Microsoft, for copyright infringement, accusing the tech companies of using millions of its news articles without authorization. Last week, The Times said it had struck a deal with Amazon to license its editorial content for use in the tech giant's A.I. platforms.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/04/technology/reddit-anthropic-lawsuit-data.html
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At 85, Annea Lockwood Isn't Done Listening to the Earth

Lockwood, a composer who spins music from the sounds of the natural world, is sharing with and learning from a new generation of artists.

The composer Annea Lockwood by the Hudson River. Her career has been a prolonged study of listening, including mapping the sounds of rivers.  Brian Karlsson for The New York Times



By Joshua Barone
Reporting from Crompond, N.Y.


Jun 04, 2025 at 10:03 AM

Outside Annea Lockwood's house you could hear the sounds of a gentle breeze, rustling the leaves of her tree-lined driveway and swinging the wind chimes in her backyard. Every so often birds would interject with a bit of song over the rumble of a car down the road.

"This neighborhood is a lovely, peaceful little place," Lockwood said one morning last month. "But it has a very radical background."

Lockwood, 85, a composer of insatiable curiosity and a singular ear for the music of the natural world, lives about an hour north of Manhattan, on street named after Baron de Hirsch, a 19th-century philanthropist who sponsored the resettlement of persecuted Russian Jews. Her house was originally built for the Mohegan Colony, a community with anarchist roots. Not far away, toward the Hudson River, people attending a Paul Robeson concert were once attacked in what came to be known as the Peekskill Riots.

"So this is an area with a right-wing town and a left-wing colony," Lockwood said. "Fascinating, isn't it?"

For the last 50 years, Lockwood has lived and worked here in Crompond, N.Y., in a house that she shared with her partner, the composer Ruth Anderson, until her death in 2019. But Lockwood also spends a lot of time outdoors, especially in recent collaborations with a younger generation of musicians that have taken her on adventures along rivers like the Columbia and the Elwha.

For Lockwood, listening is a way to connect with the nonhuman world. "I am seeking ways to recognize that we are part of that world, not dominant and not separate," she said. Brian Karlsson for The New York Times


Among those younger artists is the flutist Claire Chase, with whom Lockwood is creating a new piece for Chase's commissioning project Density 2036. And, starting on Thursday, Lockwood will be featured at the Ojai Music Festival in California, where Chase is this year's music director.

"I've never met anyone who's so blazingly on fire with ideas as she is," Chase said. "She's 85 and fierce on the hiking trail, but also with this library collection inside her brain and ears. Just being near her is magic: She gives you an opportunity to be the largest possible version of yourself, creatively."

People tend to say things like that about Lockwood, who is far from a household name but a transformative artist for those who know her. Her career has been a prolonged study of listening, leading to works in which she has set pianos on fire, mapped the sounds of rivers and teased out the musical beauty of seemingly nonmusical material. She has always been daringly individual yet community minded, as eager to teach as she is to learn.

She grew up in New Zealand with a love for the natural world inherited from her parents; her father, she said, was a mountaineer and a lawyer, "in that order." She listened to music by Mahler and Schubert, and eventually Berg and Webern, but didn't really hear the full range of modernist sound until she moved to London to study in 1961.

While at the Royal College of Music, Lockwood spent her summers at Darmstadt in Germany, a hotbed of avant-gardism, where she learned from the composers Messiaen, Berio and Boulez. She once attended a seminar by La Monte Young and watched him perform a piece in which he pushed a chair and table across a wooden floor.

"It was just wonderful," Lockwood said. "I mean, I had never listened to those particular sources of sound and timbres, and quite so attentively."


You can hear a similar spirit in her 1970 album "Glass World," a mesmerizing experiment in abstraction and resonance using glass materials. "I wanted," she said, "to persuade people that a single sound event has a structure, which is really amazing and every bit as valuable as the structures that we create, just as complex if not more so."

By the '70s a tradition of musique concrete, a style based on assembling and processing raw sound, had been firmly established. But there was something different about "Glass World." It was a more visceral listening experience; Chase called it "devotional."

For Lockwood, listening is a way to connect with the nonhuman world. "I am seeking ways to recognize that we are part of that world, not dominant and not separate," she said. "And sound is so powerful for that. It affects our blood pressure and muscle tension. You can't control it."

Sound has even affected how Lockwood lives. When she moved to New York, in 1973, she found an apartment on West End Avenue, a relatively quiet residential street in Manhattan. But she "couldn't stand the noise," she said.


Anderson had brought Lockwood to New York to teach a studio class at Hunter College, and they fell in love, a period whose conversations are gorgeously collaged in the 2021 piece "For Ruth." They decided to move in together and by chance learned about the house in Crompond, which they appreciated for its peacefulness and bought in 1976.

During that first decade in the United States, Lockwood and the artist Alison Knowles created Womens Work, an anthology of text-based works by composers, artists and choreographers. It was meant to be a practical document, instructional rather than academic, and a reaction, Lockwood said, to feeling "constantly second tiered."

The collection included scores for Lockwood's "Piano Transplants" series, which involved planting a garden around a partially buried piano, slowly sinking a piano in shallow water, and lighting one on fire and playing "whatever pleases you for as long as you can." Already ecological, they have fresh resonance and urgency in an age of climate crisis. Chase said there was even an inspiring message in their call to "play your heart out as the piano recedes into the sea or burns into a cloud of smoke."

Lockwood in the Crompond, N.Y., house she has lived in since 1976. Brian Karlsson for The New York Times


Another defining project for Lockwood is her river sound maps made from field recordings of, for example, the Hudson, Danube and Housatonic. Liz Phillips, a sound-based artist who collaborated with Lockwood to collect audio from the Schuylkill, said that these works have been "enormously important" for the fields of art and ecology.

"She's pretty amazing, the way she gets around rivers," Phillips said. "And there's a whole narrative side to it, meaning that she is able to capture them from top to bottom."

Like Smetana's famous tone poem "The Moldau," Lockwood's sound maps have an episodic, organic sense of storytelling. She captures the changing texture of the river's surface, whether still or turbulent; the churning of sediment below; and surrounding environment, like a honking ship or someone's surprisingly melodic speech.


Lockwood and the trumpeter Nate Wooley, for whom she wrote "Becoming Air," an exploration of timbre and control, recently took a trip to map the Columbia River. The pair, more than three decades apart in age, have become friends, with music secondary to the relationship they have built over shared beers and discussions of books. "I get the feeling," Wooley said, "that she's not making music for an instrument, she's making music for a person."

Increasingly, she is making music with people. Lockwood described her 2019 work "Into the Vanishing Point" as being created alongside the players of the ensemble Yarn/Wire, and said that the sound map of the Columbia is both hers and Wooley's. She taught him how to use a hydrophone to record underwater, he said, and through her he has learned "to be able to sit and listen to the river and just be with it."


Her work with Chase has been similar. They had friends in common, including Pauline Oliveros. (Lockwood's tribute to Oliveros, "bayou-borne, for Pauline" will be performed at Ojai's opening concert.) But Chase and Lockwood didn't meet until Chase asked her to write a piece for Density. Lockwood proposed a project related to the Elwha River, which she described as "a thrilling example of what can happen when you take dams out of a river and it takes itself back."

Their process has been something of a call and response: Lockwood sent Chase a field recording to start, and Chase sent back audio of her flute. The result will be a work for seven flutes, prerecorded and played live, and multichannel sound premiering this fall. So far, they have completed about 20 minutes.

"It's very tactile and D.I.Y.," Chase said. "We've been building it section by section, and watching the way she works with her hands and listens with her whole body, like a bat, is so inspiring. It's like having 1,000 master classes in one afternoon."

Perhaps most inspiring, Chase added, is the openness, a kind of beginner's mind, with which Lockwood is approaching the Elwha project. That, Lockwood said, is essential to her work.

"I think of it all as exploration," Lockwood said. "Exploration outside oneself, exploration outside one's being. I don't want to have an idea of what something will always be. What I want is to interfere so little that when you hear a sound, you know you're hearing its life."
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'Marjorie Prime' and 'Becky Shaw' Are Coming to Broadway This Season

Second Stage Theater, a nonprofit, will put on the two plays, both of which were Pulitzer finalists, at its Helen Hayes Theater.

From left, Lois Smith, Lisa Emery and Noah Bean in the 2015 production of "Marjorie Prime" at Playwrights Horizons. The new production will be directed by Anne Kauffman, who also directed the Off Broadway one. Caitlin Ochs for The New York Times



By Michael Paulson



Jun 03, 2025 at 05:00 PM

Second Stage Theater, one of the four nonprofits with Broadway houses, said it would present the plays "Marjorie Prime" and "Becky Shaw," both of which were finalists for the Pulitzer Prize in drama, at its Helen Hayes Theater this season.

The organization, beginning the first season programmed by its new artistic director, Evan Cabnet, said that it would continue its focus on work by contemporary American writers.

"Marjorie Prime," written by Jordan Harrison, is about an older woman whose companion is a hologram of her dead husband fueled by artificial intelligence. The play was staged by Center Theater Group in Los Angeles in 2014, then by Playwrights Horizons in New York in 2015, and was adapted into a movie in 2017. Ben Brantley, then a theater critic for The New York Times, called the play "elegant, thoughtful and quietly unsettling"; the Pulitzer board described it as "a sly and surprising work about technology and artificial intelligence told through images and ideas that resonate."

The new production will be directed by Anne Kauffman, who also directed the Off Broadway production. It is scheduled to begin previews on Nov. 20 and to open on Dec. 8.

"Becky Shaw," written by Gina Gionfriddo, is a dark comedy about a bad date. The play was staged at the Humana Festival of New American Plays in Louisville, Ky., in 2008, and then opened at Second Stage's Off Broadway theater in 2009. Charles Isherwood, then a theater critic for The Times, called the play "as engrossing as it is ferociously funny, like a big box of fireworks fizzing and crackling across the stage from its first moments to its last"; the Pulitzer board described it as "a jarring comedy that examines family and romantic relationships with a lacerating wit while eschewing easy answers and pat resolutions."

The new production will be directed by Trip Cullman, beginning previews on March 18 and opening on April 8.

Second Stage did not announce casting for either play. The nonprofit organization said its new season would also include three Off Broadway plays: "Meet the Cartozians," written by Talene Monahon and directed by David Cromer; "Meat Suit," written and directed by Aya Ogawa; and a revival of "The Receptionist," a 2007 play written by Adam Bock. All three will be staged at the Pershing Square Signature Center, where Second Stage has presented its Off Broadway work since giving up its lease on the Tony Kiser Theater.
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Misery Loves Company? Bleak Week: Cinema of Despair Hits a Nerve.

Movies that are major downers, it turns out, are a big film festival draw. "Sometimes the world is such that you just need to wallow a little bit."

Elem Klimov's 1985 film, "Come and See," part of the Bleak Week: Cinema of Despair festival. Janus Films, via The American Cinematheque



By Brooks Barnes
Reporting from Los Angeles


Jun 04, 2025 at 10:01 AM

The festival Bleak Week: Cinema of Despair started three years ago as a primal scream from a little Los Angeles nonprofit organization.

What has happened since says a lot about the mood in at least one corner of American culture.

The American Cinematheque, a nonprofit that brings classic art films to Los Angeles theaters, was struggling to sell tickets in 2022. Older cinephiles were still spooked by the Covid pandemic; younger ones were glued to Netflix.

At the same time, some Cinematheque staff members were depressed about the direction the world seemed to be heading. It was the year Russia invaded Ukraine, the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, a gunman killed 19 children at a Texas elementary school and Big Tech rolled out artificial intelligence bots.

Out of that somber stew came a programming idea called Bleak Week: Cinema of Despair. Over seven days, the Cinematheque screened 30 feel-bad movies. It called the selections "the greatest films from around the world that explore the darkest sides of humanity." For the inaugural festival, one centerpiece film was Bela Tarr's "Satantango" (1994), a seven-hour-and-19-minute contemplation of decay and misery.

Gabriel Byrne in Joel Coen's 1990 film "Miller's Crossing." 20th Century Fox, via The American Cinematheque


"'Everyone was saying, 'You should do comedies,'" Grant Moninger, the Cinematheque's artistic director, said. "But we thought, 'What if you did the exact opposite?' We're not in this to dangle keys at a baby." (Now might be a good moment to mention that Moninger grew up with a mother, he said, who "only rented movies on VHS in two genres: the Holocaust and slavery.")

Ticket sales were strong, and the Cinematheque staged Bleak Week again in 2023. Last year, the festival expanded to New York City. This year, the Cinematheque added theaters in Boston, Chicago, Minneapolis, Dallas, Portland, Ore., and London. (Bleak Week started on Sunday in Los Angeles and Chicago. The program will play at the Paris Theater in Manhattan from Sunday to June 14. It runs in other cities later in the month.)

The 2025 program includes about 50 films, including Carl Dreyer's "Day of Wrath" (1943), about helplessness in the face of growing social paranoia, and Elem Klimov's "Come and See" (1985), set amid the horrors of World War II. Also on offer are "Miller's Crossing" (1990), a Prohibition-era gangster movie directed by Joel Coen, and "Sombre," Philippe Grandrieux's 1998 film about a sexually frustrated serial killer.

There are bleak rabbits (the animated "Watership Down" from 1978) and an experimental new film from Paul McCarthy described as "an animated image flow of the absurd actions of male tyrants."

Sophie Fillieres in Philippe Grandrieux's 1998 film "Sombre." Zelie Productions, via The American Cinematheque


"What really excited us about Paul's film is how directly it addresses what is on all of our minds right now," said Chris LeMaire, the Cinematheque's senior film programmer. McCarthy will appear at a screening in Los Angeles; Robert Eggers, Kenneth Lonergan and Todd Solondz are among the filmmaker participants in other cities.

In a first for Bleak Week, Turner Classic Movies aired tie-in programming on Monday, including Ingmar Bergman's "Cries & Whispers" (1972), about a dying woman and her emotionally distant sisters. "Sometimes the world is such that you just need to wallow a little bit," Dave Karger, the TCM host, said in a text message. "I think now is one of those times."

Moninger credited Bleak Week with helping to turn around the Cinematheque. In 2022, the organization screened roughly 500 films. This year, the total will be more than 1,600. (The Cinematheque's board includes a who's who of Hollywood, including Ted Sarandos, the Netflix boss, and David Zaslav, chief executive of Warner Bros. Discovery.)

Movies that are major downers have a way of reigniting empathy and "getting people back to feeling human," Moninger said. "There's also a sense of gallows humor."

Perhaps to that end, he added: "A.I. can do a lot, but it can't suffer. That's still ours, you know?"
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Gotham Television Awards 2025: The Complete Winners List

"Adolescence" picked up three wins, including the award for breakthrough limited series.

Owen Cooper, who played the 13-year-old Jamie Miller in "Adolescence," won a Gotham award for outstanding supporting performance in a limited series. Mike Coppola/Getty Images for the Gotham Awards



By Derrick Bryson Taylor



Jun 03, 2025 at 02:58 PM

"Adolescence," the gripping mini-series about Jamie Miller, a 13-year-old boy who is accused of killing a girl from his school, received three trophies at the second annual Gotham Television Awards on Monday night, including one for breakthrough limited series.

Stephen Graham, who played Jamie's father, Eddie, won for outstanding lead performance in a limited series. Owen Cooper, who played the troubled teenager, shared a win for outstanding supporting performance in a limited series with Jenny Slate for "Dying for Sex."

"Adolescence," which beat "Dying for Sex," "Get Millie Back," "Penelope" and "Say Nothing" in the limited series category, quickly became popular among viewers and critics after it was released on Netflix in March.

Margaret Lyons, a television critic for The New York Times, wrote that the show's third episode was "one of the more fascinating hours of TV I've seen in a long time." The show also stirred debate about whether the British government should restrict children's access to smartphones to stop them from viewing harmful content.

On Monday night, at Cipriani Wall Street in Manhattan, Kathy Bates won for outstanding lead performance in a drama series for "Matlock" and Aaron Pierre won for outstanding performance in an original film for "Rebel Ridge." Brian Tyree Henry, who broke out in "Atlanta," received the performer tribute award for his portrayal of Ray Driscoll, an ex-con who robs drug houses by pretending to be a federal agent, in "Dope Thief."

The Gotham Awards, which have recognized film excellence since 1991, began adding television categories in 2015. Last year it split off the TV honors into their own ceremony in Manhattan.

The film awards, which take place each December, represent the beginning of the Oscars season. The Gothams seem to be positioning the television awards, which come less than two weeks before voting begins for Primetime Emmy nominations, to play a similar annual role in TV's awards season. But it is too soon to gauge what effect, if any, they might have on the Emmys. (Primetime Emmy nominations will be announced in July and the awards will be given out in September.)

Here is the full list of Gotham Television Awards winners:

Breakthrough Comedy Series

"The Studio"

Breakthrough Drama Series

"The Pitt"

Breakthrough Limited Series

"Adolescence"

Breakthrough Nonfiction Series

"Social Studies"

Outstanding Lead Performance in a Comedy Series

Julio Torres, "Fantasmas"

Outstanding Lead Performance in a Drama Series

Kathy Bates, "Matlock"

Outstanding Lead Performance in a Limited Series

Stephen Graham, "Adolescence"

Outstanding Supporting Performance in a Comedy Series

Poorna Jagannathan, "Deli Boys"

Outstanding Supporting Performance in a Drama Series

Ben Whishaw, "Black Doves"

Outstanding Supporting Performance in a Limited Series

Owen Cooper, "Adolescence," and Jenny Slate, "Dying for Sex"

Outstanding Original Film, Broadcast, or Streaming

"Pee-wee as Himself": Matt Wolf, director, and Emma Tillinger Koskoff, producer

Outstanding Performance in an Original Film

Aaron Pierre, "Rebel Ridge"
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After Trump Takeover, Kennedy Center Ticket Sales Fall Sharply

The Kennedy Center disputed the relevance of the data, part of an analysis by employees, saying that it had started its annual subscription campaign later than usual.

Ticket sales at the Kennedy Center were down roughly 50 percent in April and May, compared with the same period in 2024, according to an analysis by Kennedy Center employees.  Jim Watson/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Javier C. Hernandez



Jun 03, 2025 at 07:09 PM

Ticket sales and subscription revenue at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts have fallen sharply since President Trump made himself chairman in February, according to data compiled by employees that was obtained by The New York Times.

Single-ticket sales were down roughly 50 percent in April and May, compared with the same period in 2024, according to the data. Subscriptions, traditionally an important source of revenue, have also declined significantly this season: Revenue was down 82 percent for theater and 57 percent for dance.

At the National Symphony Orchestra, one of the Kennedy Center's flagship ensembles, subscriptions declined by 28 percent, the data showed. At Washington National Opera, subscriptions were down 25 percent. In total, subscription revenue was projected at $2.7 million in the coming fiscal year, compared with $4.4 million this year.

The numbers were confirmed by a Kennedy Center employee, who was granted anonymity because the information was considered confidential.

The Kennedy Center disputed the relevance of the data on Tuesday, saying the center had changed some aspects of how it marketed and structured subscriptions recently, including by starting its campaign later than usual.

"Our renewal campaign is just kicking off and our hard-copy season brochures have not yet hit homes," Kim Cooper, the Kennedy Center's senior vice president of marketing, said in a statement. "Our patrons wait for our new season brochures and renewal campaigns to take action."

Ms. Cooper said the center also had yet to announce some programming, including some Broadway shows, that she said "we know will have strong appeal across all audiences."

The Washington Post earlier reported on the Kennedy Center data.

Mr. Trump stunned the cultural and political worlds when he made himself chairman of the Kennedy Center, vowing to make the institution "hot" again and purging its previously bipartisan board of appointees by President Biden. He ousted the longtime chairman -- the financier David M. Rubenstein, who was the center's largest donor -- and stacked the board with his own aides and allies. Deborah F. Rutter, the center's president for more than a decade, was fired and replaced with a Trump loyalist, Richard Grenell.

Mr. Grenell has spoken frequently about the center's budget woes, and he has accused its previous leaders of mismanaging its finances.

Last month, at a White House dinner hosted by Mr. Trump for the Kennedy Center board, Mr. Grenell claimed that the center's deferred maintenance and its deficit -- two things commonly found at nonprofit arts organizations -- were "criminal." He said that the new administration had uncovered "$26 million in phantom revenue" and that he would refer the matter to federal prosecutors, though it remains unclear what Kennedy Center officials thought might be criminal.

Mr. Rubenstein and Ms. Rutter have defended their management, saying they left the center in robust financial condition.

The Kennedy Center operates under the Smithsonian Institution as a public-private partnership, and only a portion of its $268 million budget -- about $43 million, or 16 percent -- comes from the federal government. The rest of the income either has to be earned -- through ticket sales, space rentals, parking fees, food vendors and licensing fees -- or donated by individuals, corporations or foundations.

The bulk of the Kennedy Center's revenues, roughly $121 million in 2023, the most recent year for which tax records are available, are derived from ticket sales and other forms of earned income. Subscriptions have been in gradual decline at arts institutions around the United States for more than a decade, but the decline at the Kennedy Center this spring was especially pronounced.

Mr. Trump's actions at the Kennedy Center have prompted an outcry, leading some artists to cancel engagements there in protest. The musical "Hamilton" scrapped a planned series of performances there next year.

Mr. Trump continues to play a big role in trying to reshape the center. He attended a board meeting in March, recently requested $257 million from Congress to help with capital repairs and plans to attend a gala fund-raiser performance of "Les Miserables" next week.
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'A Freeky Introduction' Review: Pleasure Principles

NSangou Njikam's latest offering is an ode to the erotic and the divine, set to winking R&B and hip-hop songs, in a new production by Atlantic Theater Company.

The writer-creator NSangou Njikam also stars in "A Freeky Introduction," accompanied by DJ Monday Blue, left, at Atlantic Stage 2 in Manhattan. Ahron R. Foster



By Brittani Samuel



Jun 04, 2025 at 02:44 PM

In "A Freeky Introduction," the writer-creator, NSangou Njikam plays a quasi-deity, M.C., holy hedonist named Freeky Dee. He is a poet delivering sybaritic couplets above the thrum of R&B tunes. He is a missionary preaching the gospel of freakdom: "All of us are aftershocks of the Divine orgasm." (The Big Bang, Freeky argues, was an explosive one.) The result is a sort of hip-hop hallelujah -- a work of interactive theater that's funny and familiar in its embrace of Black culture, yet flattened at times by a lack of specificity.

Freeky Dee is also a storyteller. He opens the show, now at Atlantic Stage 2 in Manhattan, with the tale of an eagle destined to fly, but born into a nest of bullying buzzards -- a not-so-subtle allegory about one species that must resist the self-appointed superiority of another. Accompanied by DJ Monday Blue onstage, Freeky Dee is the sole performer who acts out these scenes, including his pursuit of a fine lady named Liberty ("French, with a splash of Africa" and wearing "a crown that looked like sun rays coming out her forehead" -- you get it).

Njikam, who wrote and starred in the lively and semi-autobiographical "Syncing Ink," is a fan of salacious reinterpretations. Under Dennis A. Allen II's well-paced direction for this Atlantic Theater Company production, he delivers them with the charisma of a folkloric trickster. DJ Monday Blue's sounds and samples lend a rock-steady groove -- a feast of R&B and hip-hop staples. Whenever Freeky Dee sets up for a spoken-word set, the standing bass and sax lines of "Brother to the Night," from the movie "Love Jones," ring out. It's a knowing wink -- sonic choices that affirm Black cultural memory as its own special canon.

Audience participation also becomes a form of communion for Njikam and Blue. At times, we're ordered to recite an affirmation-laden "Mirror Song" or do kegel exercises in our seats. The show is always edging the sacred up against the sexual, which set designer Jason Ardizzone-West reinforces, adorning square columns with divine contradiction: half evoke West and North African etchings of figures kneeling in spiritual offering; while the other lean into smut -- peach and eggplant emojis, thirst drops, figures on their knees for a different purpose.

Make no mistake, "A Freeky Introduction" is grown folks theater. It's for a specific set of open-minded viewers, even as Njikam's intentions remain vague. With all of its slick allusions to freedom -- Liberty as an evasive lover, the overlooked eagle finding its "fly" -- the show hesitates to name the restraints and ultimately leaves the question of what we're getting free from too open to interpretation. As it stands, freedom in this show is more of a vibe.

"A Freeky Introduction" yearns for more precision and a more grounded perspective. Perhaps, a female one to challenge or complicate Freeky's lusty, androcentric pronouncements. Perhaps, Blue's. Her omnipresence already suggests a fuller spectrum of feminine power, and, well, she already has a mic.

A Freeky Introduction
Through June 22 at Atlantic Stage 2, Manhattan; atlantictheater.org. Running time: 1 hour 40 minutes.
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In 'Bring Her Back,' Sally Hawkins Takes Horror to Heart

In a rare interview, the actress discusses tackling a difficult, sensitive and often dastardly role in the latest offering from Danny and Michael Philippou.

Sally Hawkins plays a foster mother with a dark side in the horror movie "Bring Her Back." Ingvar Kenne/A24



By Erik Piepenburg



Jun 04, 2025 at 10:02 AM

The actress Sally Hawkins has a to-die-for pedigree. She's been nominated twice for Academy Awards, once as a creature's lady love in Guillermo del Toro's "The Shape of Water" and again for Woody Allen's "Blue Jasmine," in which she played a depressed working-class woman opposite Cate Blanchett. Her British stage credits include plays by Shakespeare, Chekhov and Garcia Lorca, and on Broadway, Shaw.

"Bring Her Back," Hawkins's latest film (in theaters) is also a plum project. It's from the prestige art-house distributor A24, and it's the second feature by Danny and Michael Philippou, the twin Australian YouTubers-turned-directors who became Hollywood famous after their possession drama "Talk to Me" became one of A24's biggest hits in 2023.

But "Bring Her Back" is also a malign and at times shockingly gruesome horror movie; critics have noted its "restlessly mounting anguish" and have called it the "feel-bad movie of the year." It remains to be seen if genre-averse fans who know Hawkins from her acclaimed work, including appearances in two "Paddington" films, will turn out for a movie that has a scene between a young boy and a giant kitchen knife that even gorehounds may have a hard time stomaching.

To hear Hawkins explain it, she said yes to the film precisely because of its weight -- or rather, lack of it.

"There's no fat on it. It's muscular," she said last month during a phone call from London. "The writing just hits hard, and you know it comes from a place of real understanding."

Hawkins with Jonah Wren Phillips in "Bring Her Back." Ingvar Kenne/A24


Hawkins plays Laura, an exacting but warm(ish) foster mother who takes in two teenage siblings (Billy Barratt and Sora Wong) at her secluded home in suburban Australia. Already living there is Laura's other foster child (Jonah Wren Phillips), but missing is Laura's daughter, who died mysteriously. It's no spoiler to say the home degenerates into a house of horrors.

Laura doesn't engage with evil because she's wicked, Hawkins explained, but because she's hurt -- an emotional entry point that the actress used to burrow into her character.

"She's the nurturer, she's the mother, and she's actually very good at her job," Hawkins said. "But there was something that went wrong."

Danny Philippou said in writing "Bring Her Back" (with Bill Hinzman) and in casting Hawkins, he aimed to channel the spirits of the psycho-biddy film, a horror subgenre about pathological older women, often single and sometimes mothers, who by fate's cruel hand develop a thirst for murder.


Think "Whatever Happened to Baby Jane?" and "Criminally Insane," the kinds of movies in which actresses are given the freedom to play their characters "at a 10," as Danny put it recently in a chat over video, his brother at his side.

The "hagsploitation" subgenre, as it's also known, can veer toward camp. Not here. Danny said the film taps into his own uncomfortable memories from childhood, specifically the day when, at the age of 13, he found the grandfather who had helped raise the brothers dead at home.

"Our father was trying to give him CPR, and I remember so vividly the vomit in his beard," Danny said. "That became an inspiration point." That harrowing memory, he added, was "freaky to think about, so you write about that."

Hawkins said she didn't immediately consider "Bring Her Back" to be straight-up horror. (She is a fan of scary, though, singling out "Mulholland Drive.") Rather, she likened the film's desperate terrors to those in the fraught films of Mike Leigh, the British raconteur of gleeful resentments and bitter triumphs who directed her in three movies: "All or Nothing," "Vera Drake" and "Happy-Go-Lucky."

What Leigh and the Philippous share, Hawkins said, is a "pursuit of the truth."

"Mike is so on the nose with that, and he has a similar laser sharp focus for cutting away the unnecessary," she said of Leigh. "His films aren't realistic. They're dramatic."

Michael Philippou said he became overwhelmed as he watched Hawkins act in a pivotal scene, set in a pool shed, that leads up to the film's heartbreaking finale.

"I was looking at the monitor and tears were dropping on it," he said. "I'd never had that experience before on set. There was something so genuine about it. It was beautiful."

Hawkins in a scene from "The Shape of Water." 20th Century Fox


In an email, del Toro recalled being equally taken by Hawkins during their time together on "The Shape of Water." Calling Hawkins "one of the most present, almost miraculous actors I have ever encountered," he said he became "mesmerized, as if I was watching another person's film, a movie that already existed."

"Now and then, I almost forgot to say 'cut,'" del Toro said. "I would simply applaud."

In conversation, Hawkins, who rarely gives interviews, comes across as self-deprecating, measuring her answers carefully and speaking through what sounds like a faint smile. She seems more comfortable talking about anyone other than herself. That was especially evident as she heaped motherly praise on her much younger co-stars -- "beautiful hearts of the world" and "magical beings" she called them.

"They engage with people on a very emotional, immediate level, like children do," she said. "You learn so much about being in the present moment, and also about not taking it too seriously."

Someone else who apparently doesn't take herself too seriously: Sally Hawkins. She tagged along with the Philippous one night when they went tooling around Adelaide, where "Bring Her Back" was shot. In a quiet part of town, the twins indulged in the TikTok trend "ding dong ditch," filming themselves ringing strangers' doorbells and running away. They said they hoped to use the renegade footage in the film, but it didn't make the cut.)

When asked about this naughty night, Hawkins let out a delighted laugh.

"I was terrified, of course," she said. "They kept trying to get me to ring in the middle of the night. It was very funny. It's one of the greatest little pieces of film."

She paused, as if for a split second she'd gone somewhere else, then said softly: "It was like being kids again."
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For Pride, Stream These Queer Horror Movies

Standouts include a lesbian-coded vampire thriller and a Mexican folk-horror drama.

Natalia Solian in "Huesera: The Bone Woman." Nur Rubio/XYZ Films



By Erik Piepenburg



Jun 02, 2025 at 10:01 AM

In horror movies, to be queer is to be different, "which cinema has continually rewritten as a form of danger," Peter Marra writes in his new book, "Queer Slashers."

Dangerous, queer, different: Sounds like my kind of horror movie. Here are some of my favorites.

'Dracula's Daughter' (1936)

Rent or buy it on major platforms.


"She Gives You That WEIRD FEELING!": That's how one poster advertised Lambert Hillyer's lesbian-coded vampire thriller, a follow-up to "Dracula," a hit for Universal Pictures in 1931. Hillyer's movie centers on Countess Marya Zaleska (Gloria Holden), a Dracula progeny who kidnaps a young woman in Transylvania. Holden's performance is predatory but feminine, menacing but soft-eyed -- a powerful example of how lesbian subtext in early Hollywood paved the way for future Sapphic vampires.

'The Seventh Victim' (1943)

Rent or buy it on major platforms.


The actress Kim Hunter made her film debut as an innocent boarding school student who looks for her missing sister in a Greenwich Village underworld teeming with queerness and Satanists. As directed by Mark Robson, the film is relentlessly tense and macabre, and shot through with lesbian desire; the characters of a headmistress and her assistant "exude Lesbos," as the critic Lucy Sante has written. Try not to get spooked by the shot of a room that's empty save for a chair and a noose.

'Compulsion' (1959)

Stream it on Amazon Prime Video.


There are two terrific and audaciously homoerotic options when it comes to movies about Nathan Leopold and Richard Loeb, the Chicago students who kidnapped and killed 14-year-old Bobby Franks in 1924. Hitchcock tackled the case in "Rope" (1948), and Tom Kalin put a New Queer Cinema spin on it in "Swoon" (1992).

But queerness hits differently in Richard Fleischer's pulsing thriller, starring Dean Stockwell and Bradford Dillman as the monstrous leading couple and Orson Welles as their lawyer. It starts early when Artie (Dillman) says to Judd (Stockwell): "You told me that you wanted me to command you to do things." Tenderly, Judd replies: "I do." That sexual power play brazenly sets up the rest of this subversively queer knockout.

'A Taste of Flesh' (1967)

Stream it on Cultpix.


The director Doris Wishman was a renegade: a woman who made lurid exploitation films at a time when American underground cinema was a man's playground. One of Wishman's most Sapphic films is this gritty black-and-white sexploitation shocker about assassins who weasel their way into an apartment shared by two lesbians in order to kill a foreign dignitary.

Little of the film makes sense, but who needs that when it oozes the kind of sleaze that would seal your boots to the grindhouse floor. Wishman shot her punk film without live sound and synced it afterward, further disorienting its maverick horrors. A sexy butch-femme dream sequence adds a jolt of playfulness.

'Vampyros Lesbos' (1971)

Stream it on Plex.

The director Jesus Franco mixes soft-core salaciousness with art house eleganza in his psychosexual exploitation film about an American woman (Ewa Stromberg) who gets seduced by the vampiric Countess Nadine (Soledad Miranda), a seductive nightclub owner whom Ewa thinks she recognizes. The film is a fever dream of blood and lust that is, let's face it, lesbian horror for the straight gaze. But in 1971, just two years after the Stonewall Inn uprising, for representation-starved lesbians it wasn't the worst thing to see a film depicting their desires and sexual tastes as real.

'Fear No Evil' (1981)

Stream it on Amazon Prime Video.


What queer person hasn't dreamed of having supernatural powers to exact revenge on their tormentors? That's the reason to watch Frank LaLoggia's scrappy and darkly camp film about Andrew (Stefan Arngrim), an effeminate high school senior who discovers that actually being the Antichrist has its perks, and its emotional costs. The film is notable for a dodge ball scene that goes disgustingly awry, a long gay kiss -- an unheard-of smooch in 1981 -- between Andrew and a bully, and for Arngrim's goth-twink fabulous costumes, including the silkiest cape.

'Sleepaway Camp' (1983)

Stream it on Amazon Prime Video.


Robert Hiltzik's slasher is about a psychopath who murders their way across a summer camp for teens -- standard "Friday the 13th" stuff. What's unusual is that two of the kids were raised by a gay couple who are shown together in bed, in a rare display of gay intimacy during the golden age of the slasher film. (And all those men in midriffs? Gay, gay, gay.) The film is controversial for how the killer is revealed during a moment of transgender panic that's still jarring to watch. 

'Nightbreed' (1990)

Stream it on Shudder.


Clive Barker's ode-to-oddballs follow-up to "Hellraiser" is about Aaron (Craig Sheffer), a young man whose therapist (the David Cronenberg) gaslights him into thinking he is a serial killer. Aaron is eventually drawn to a cemetery where he discovers the tribe of monstrous but misunderstood outcasts who have haunted his dreams. In adapting his novel "Cabal," Barker underlines queerness in ghoulish but affirming ways -- it's essentially a coming-out story -- that will resonate with any young person who had the courage to escape their unaccepting hometown for a big queer Somewhere Better.

'High Tension' (2005)

Stream it on Tubi.


Alexandre Aja's blood-soaked drama is one of the most unsettling queer films of the New French Extremity, a movement that grossed out horror fans around the turn of the 21st century. It follows two friends, Marie (Cecile de France) and Alex (Maiwenn), as they travel to the French countryside for a getaway, only to have Alex's family brutally murdered in a home invasion. It's no spoiler to say that some perfectly timed and demented twists about repressed desire drive home the point that unrequited queerness is a monster not to be messed with.

'Huesera: The Bone Woman' (2023)

Stream it on Shudder.


This recent folk horror drama from the queer Mexican director Michelle Garza Cervera is a deeply creepy queer meditation on motherhood as affliction. Natalia Solian stars as Valeria, a woman who starts seeing a spectral demon haunting the house where she and her husband are preparing for the arrival of their newborn. Not even solace from a former girlfriend can soothe Valeria's fears. This is the most queer-affirming film on this list, with a message about family and motherhood that offers hope amid the horror.
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The Devastating Book Erica Jong Always Knew Her Daughter Would Write

Molly Jong-Fast's unsparing account of her famous mother's decline into dementia, and their life together, is just turning the tables.

Molly Jong-Fast has a new memoir, "How to Lose Your Mother," about life with her famous mother, Erica Jong, and her mother's decline. It reads like a score-settling marathon at times, but also like a loving elegy. Sara Messinger for The New York Times



By Alexandra Alter



May 31, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Ever since she was a child, Molly Jong-Fast has struggled with the disorienting feeling that there are two versions of her.

There's her real self, then there's her literary doppelganger, the Molly-like character who crops up frequently in her mother Erica Jong's memoirs and novels. Whenever a stranger or acquaintance seemed to know intimate details about her -- like her bratty behavior as a teenager, or her struggles with drug and alcohol addiction -- Ms. Jong-Fast would freeze. She had to assume they had read all about her in her mother's books.

Naturally, she resented having her private life, including some of her worst moments, repurposed as literary fodder. So she recognizes that some will see her brutally honest, scorched-earth memoir about her mother -- a feminist and cultural icon who is now 83 and has dementia -- as an act of literary retribution. She doesn't entirely disagree.

"It feels like a huge betrayal," Ms. Jong-Fast said in an interview at her bright and spacious apartment on the Upper East Side of Manhattan, where she sipped a cappuccino and cradled Bucephalus, one of her three small white Chinese crested dogs, in her lap. "I sold out Erica Jong, but it's sort of in honor of her."

Ms. Jong became famous with the release of her 1973 debut novel, "Fear of Flying" -- a story about a married woman's pursuit of casual sex. It became a critical and commercial blockbuster that drew praise from John Updike and Henry Miller and went on to sell more than 20 million copies. Ms. Jong was lauded for her unapologetic depictions of women's pursuit of sexual pleasure and autonomy, back when such subjects were still scandalous. She was equally uninhibited about exposing personal details in her memoirs and interviews, and ruthlessly pillaged from the lives of those around her. Anyone in her orbit risked being reanimated as thinly disguised characters in her work -- friends, husbands, boyfriends and exes, as well as the person she professed to love most, her only child, Molly.

Erica Jong with her daughter in 1980. via Molly Jong-Fast


Now 46 years old and 27 years sober, Ms. Jong-Fast has escaped from her mother's long shadow and become a quasi-celebrity in her own right. She's a vocal opponent of President Trump, and rose to prominence as a left-wing political commentator during his first term. She has since established herself in nearly every corner of the media landscape: She's a special correspondent for Vanity Fair; hosts a podcast, "Fast Politics"; appears regularly on MSNBC as a political analyst; and posts relentlessly on X, Instagram, Threads and Bluesky. On the morning we met, she arrived at her apartment a few minutes after me, apologizing profusely over a chorus of yipping dogs and wearing a full face of thick television makeup after an appearance on "Morning Joe."

"That's why I look like a showgirl," she deadpanned in her gravelly lilt.

When she gets approached on the street now, it's mostly by admirers who see her on TV, not people who read her mother's work.

Still, even as she has forged her own brand as an omnipresent political pundit and extremely online heroine of the anti-Trump resistance, Ms. Jong-Fast struggles under the weight of her mother's legacy and how it has defined her.

So a few years ago, when Ms. Jong's memory began to slip, Ms. Jong-Fast decided it was time to tell her side of the story. After all, she reasoned, it's just what her mother would do.

"The tables are turned and I'm doing to her exactly what she always did to me," Ms. Jong-Fast writes in her memoir, "How to Lose Your Mother," which comes out June 3.




"How to Lose Your Mother" raises complicated questions about whether memoir, an inherently biased form, can ever capture the full truth -- and about who controls the narrative in a family of writers. Taken together, the collective works of Erica Jong and her daughter, who has written semi-autobiographical fiction of her own, complement and contradict each other. They fit together awkwardly like pieces of a broken vessel -- the overall shape coheres, but the jagged edges don't always align.

Ms. Jong's dementia adds another messy layer to the story. Now that Ms. Jong-Fast has seized the narrative reins from her mother, Ms. Jong remains in the dark: Ms. Jong-Fast said she hasn't given her mother a copy because her memory issues make it difficult for her to retain information. In her book, she wonders whether her mother's condition gave her cover to publish her counternarrative.

"Do I pretend that I am absolved -- or at least safe in my public judgments about her -- because I know she will never be able to read what I'm writing?" she writes.

In her memoir, Ms. Jong-Fast describes the disconcerting feeling of growing up alongside fictional versions of yourself, never feeling in control of your identity.

"It's a really bizarre experience, and she nails it," said Susan Cheever, daughter of the writer John Cheever, who has a forthcoming book about her famous father.

"Molly's taking her life back," said Ms. Cheever, a friend of the Jong family, adding, "The book is an act of reclamation."

Ms. Jong-Fast follows in her mother's footsteps in one crucial way: She holds nothing back. With the kind of withering, close-to-the-bone judgments that only a daughter can level at her mother, she takes Ms. Jong apart, describing her as a fame-chasing, alcoholic narcissist who had little time for or interest in her daughter, except as "her accessory" or as a subject she could mine for her books.

She calls Ms. Jong "a terrible mother" who had a "staggering lack of self-awareness" and was self-absorbed to an almost pathological degree, "constitutionally incapable of being honest." In Ms. Jong-Fast's account, her mother was so frequently drunk that when she grew increasingly forgetful a few years ago, it was hard to pinpoint her cognitive decline until a doctor diagnosed Ms. Jong's dementia.

Molly Jong-Fast's parents, Erica Jong and Jonathan Fast, pictured in 1978. The couple split when their daughter was 3. Ron Galella, via Getty Images


Ms. Jong-Fast describes how her mother, who was always put together and glamorous, with her arresting blue eyes and buoyant blond waves, rapidly deteriorated during the pandemic, when she began staying in bed all day, drinking a bottle or two of wine.

As her memory worsened, Ms. Jong sometimes refused to bathe for long stretches, and the apartment Ms. Jong lived in with her now deceased husband smelled like urine -- both dog and human, Ms. Jong-Fast writes. In 2023, worried for their safety, she moved her mother and stepfather to a nursing home, to her mother's distress.

Now, by following the family tradition of indiscretion, Ms. Jong-Fast may be mangling her mother's reputation, but in a weird way, she's honoring her legacy.

"My mom always said to me, You sit down at the computer and you open a vein," she said. "Why bother writing a memoir if you're not going to tell the whole story?"

Reached by phone recently, Ms. Jong, who now lives in a luxury senior residence in Manhattan with a full-time aide, still agreed with that principle, even now that their roles are reversed.

"When you're a writer, your life is really an open book, and that's true also for your child," said Ms. Jong, who sounded sharp and cheerfully upbeat about her daughter's memoir, noting that she hadn't yet read it but planned to.

Asked about Ms. Jong-Fast's bleak account of her upbringing, and her descriptions of Ms. Jong's excessive drinking and more recent health issues, Ms. Jong seemed unfazed, and said she expected her daughter's memoir to be unsparing.

"I write about her, she writes about me," Ms. Jong said. "If you want to be an honest writer, you have to speak about it all. None of it bothers me."

I had met Ms. Jong once before, about 10 years ago, when I interviewed her about "Fear of Dying," her raunchy 2015 novel about a 60-year-old grandmother seeking sexual and romantic adventure. When I visited Ms. Jong at her Upper East Side apartment, she was vivacious and hilarious. "Older people are not supposed to have sex, according to their children," she told me with cheerful amusement.

I later called Ms. Jong-Fast to ask her how she felt about being featured in the novel as Glinda, the main character's emotionally needy daughter. "It would not have been my first choice," Ms. Jong-Fast told me then.

So it felt strange, a decade later, to be sitting in Ms. Jong-Fast's kitchen, asking whether her often unflattering portrait of her mother felt like a betrayal.

Ms. Jong-Fast seemed conflicted at times.

"Had she been with it, she would not like this," she conceded at one point. "Even though she always said my whole life that I could write anything I wanted about her, I don't really think she meant it."

Then again, she reasoned, her mother always loved attention.

"Erica Jong would have hated this book and loved this book," she said.

Erica Jong and Molly Jong-Fast in 2000. "If she has to put up with a writer-mother, she'll take her revenge with words," Ms. Jong once wrote. Barbara Alper/Getty Images


When Ms. Jong-Fast was born in 1978, Erica Jong was at the height of her fame. For much of her childhood, her charismatic mother was everywhere: appearing on "The Tonight Show," on the cover of Newsweek, in the crossword puzzle. "Fear of Flying" entered the popular lexicon with Ms. Jong's inventive term for no-strings-attached sex (for the innocent reader, it begins with "zipless" and ends with an expletive).

Ms. Jong and Ms. Jong-Fast's father, the writer Jonathan Fast, separated when she was 3, and she was mostly raised by her nanny, she writes. On the occasions when Ms. Jong showered her with attention -- inviting her to eat ice cream and watch TV in bed with her, taking her on shopping sprees or trips to Italy and Los Angeles -- she basked in it.

"There were moments when she was the greatest mom ever," Ms. Jong-Fast said.

But day to day, her mother was absent, consumed with the business of being Erica Jong, Ms. Jong-Fast said.

As a teenager, Ms. Jong-Fast started drinking heavily and did "mountains of cocaine." When she was 19, she told her mother she needed to go to rehab. In her memoir, she describes how Ms. Jong at first said she was being melodramatic before agreeing she needed help. Shortly after, mother and daughter flew to Minnesota, where Ms. Jong-Fast spent a month at a rehab facility. In Ms. Jong-Fast's telling, her mother left her at the airport with a driver and immediately caught a flight home to New York.

Many of these experiences, including some of the lowest points of her life, were rehashed in Ms. Jong's books.

Afraid of what version of herself she might encounter, Ms. Jong-Fast has avoided reading her mother's work, she said.

"My whole life, I was an object rather than a subject," she said.

Ms. Jong and Ms. Jong-Fast, pictured together in 2022. "I'm very proud of her, and she can say whatever she likes," Ms. Jong said, of her daughter, in an interview. Jutharat Pinyodoonyachet for The New York Times


In her own books, Ms. Jong characterized her daughter's upbringing very differently. In her 1994 memoir "Fear of Fifty." she described dropping everything the moment Molly came home from school: "She claims all my attention. I become her sidekick, her buddy, her duenna, her walking credit card."

She writes about spoiling her daughter with shopping sprees (this point they agree on) and being overwhelmed by love and concern. In her later memoir, "Seducing the Demon," she recalls agonizing over her daughter's addiction and worrying that she failed to notice it, and writes about taking Ms. Jong-Fast to rehab. (In Ms. Jong's version, she drove with her to the facility, holding her hand, and spent the night, leaving only when she was certain her daughter was safe.)

Ms. Jong also predicted that one day, her daughter would come after her in print.

"Molly already knows that I'm her material, just as she sometimes has been mine," Ms. Jong wrote in "Fear of Fifty." "If she has to put up with a writer-mother, she'll take her revenge with words."

"How to Lose Your Mother" reads like a score-settling marathon at times, but also like a loving elegy. Ms. Jong-Fast mourns the years she spent as a child pining for a mother she felt was absent, and the loss she's experiencing now, as her mother disappears into the fog of dementia.

"She's alive, but she's really not in there," Ms. Jong-Fast said. "We'll never have that relationship that I so wanted."

Longtime friends who stay in touch with Ms. Jong, including Susan Cheever, the singer-songwriter Judy Collins and the novelist Ken Follett, say her long-term memory seems intact, but she's forgetful and disoriented at times. She sometimes doesn't recognize old friends, or her grandchildren, said Ms. Jong-Fast, who has three children.

"At first Erica isn't sure who I am, then after a few minutes she remembers, and for a while she seems like her old self," said Mr. Follett, who has known Ms. Jong since 1980.

Molly Jong-Fast at her home in Manhattan. In her unsparing memoir of her mother's decline she is, in a way, just following her mother's advice, which was: "Why bother writing a memoir if you're not going to tell the whole story?" Sara Messinger for The New York Times


People close to Ms. Jong who have read "How to Lose Your Mother" said they expect she would have a complicated reaction to it.

"She would love it, but it would make her sad," said Gerri Karetsky, a friend of Ms. Jong's for more than 40 years. "We all want to be perfect mothers, and God knows Erica wanted to be a good mother."

But Ms. Jong herself doesn't seem the least bit surprised. She saw her daughter's tell-all coming.

"I can't wait for her to tell her side of the story, even though I know it won't be soft on me," Ms. Jong wrote some 30 years ago in "Fear of Fifty." "It's hers to tell, not mine."
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Flocking TO


The New Mexico Town That's Still a Beacon for Artists

Where to find the best small inns, chile relleno and secluded hot springs in and around Taos.

The West Rim Trail, along the Rio Grande Gorge in Taos, N.M.



By Sara Clemence



May 30, 2025 at 05:24 PM

T's monthly travel series, Flocking To, highlights places you might already have on your wish list, sharing tips from frequent visitors and locals alike. Sign up here to find us in your inbox once a month, along with our weekly roundup of cultural recommendations, monthly beauty guides and the latest stories from our print issues. Have a question? You can always reach us at tmagazine@nytimes.com.



Taos, N.M., is not the type of town where people park themselves at a coffee shop with a laptop. "It's a place that requires interaction," says the artist Tony Abeyta. "We [go to coffee shops] to wake up, to talk about art and where to get our cars fixed. People are working on creative ideas and engaging in high-intellectual conversations and crazy conspiracy theories."

The culture of connection is partly driven by geography. Located in northern New Mexico, about 50 miles from the Colorado border, the town has a population of under 7,000. The great gash of the Rio Grande Gorge is on one side; the Sangre de Cristo Mountains rise on the other. The largest commercial airport lies a little over two hours south, in Albuquerque. In winter there's enough snow to sustain a ski resort.

"It's not the easiest place to live," says the designer Raquel Allegra. "There's a feeling of 'This is hard; we've all got to look out for each other.'"

Taos has a rich history and a legacy of artistry that extends back some 1,000 years. Between 1100 and 1450, the Taos Pueblo people used adobe to build the main portions of the multistory Taos Pueblo, which has been occupied ever since. Some pottery shards found at the Pueblo are believed to be 800 years old.

The Spanish arrived in 1540; missions, colonization and independence from Spain followed. In 1898, 50 years after New Mexico was ceded to the United States, two young artists, Ernest Blumenschein and Bert Phillips, broke a wagon wheel on their way from Denver to Mexico. Entranced, perhaps, by the same qualities that inspire the current influx of creative people -- the light, the clouds, the mountains, the sage-blanketed plains, the cottonwood groves and the rift valley with the Rio Grande flowing along its floor -- they stayed and eventually established an artist colony.

The Rio Grande Gorge. James Jackman


Sometime around 1917, Mabel Dodge Luhan, the renegade New York socialite who helped organize the 1913 Armory Show, also settled in Taos, and she would later bring Willa Cather, Georgia O'Keeffe, D.H. Lawrence, Ansel Adams, Martha Graham and many others to her corner of New Mexico. (Her house is now an arts center and inn.)

By the 1960s, the town was a counterculture mecca, a setting for the 1969 film "Easy Rider" and home to a number of communes. Over the decades, countless artists visited; some stayed: Dennis Hopper, Agnes Martin, R.C. Gorman. The sculptor Larry Bell, known particularly for his glass boxes, has a studio in Taos, where he spends half of his year.

In summer, the town hosts alfresco concerts, and area Native American tribes hold a powwow. You can go fly-fishing, white-water rafting and llama trekking. Taos is still an unassuming place, filled with low adobe buildings. The new Hotel Willa is a stylish but low-key remake of an old motel. A gallery is more likely to be an extension of an artist's live-work space than a place to serve Champagne.

"There's a vibration there that's stunning and moving and just makes your heart feel good. The landscape is raw and it's wild and you just want to get up close to it," says the architect Rick Joy. "You feel enchanted, and you kind of even feel like you might be enchanting."


The Insiders




Tony Abeyta, a Dine (Navajo) painter and jeweler who now works in Santa Fe and Berkeley, Calif., spent a decade living near Taos Pueblo.




Raquel Allegra, the Los Angeles-based fashion designer, purchased the 24-room Many Feathers Ranch in Valdez [10 miles north of Taos] in 2019, restored it and now runs it as a guesthouse.




Rick Joy, the Tucson-based architect of the Amangiri resort in Utah, is a frequent visitor to Taos.




Nellie Tischler grew up in New Mexico and runs the South Indian restaurant Paper Dosa in Santa Fe with her husband, the chef Paulraj Karuppasamy.

Illustrations by Richard Pedaline



Sleep

Left: a bedroom in the Atlantis Earthship vacation rental, part of the Greater World Earthship Community, on a mesa about 30 miles northwest of Taos. Right: the view from the patio of the Atlantis Earthship. All the homes in the off-grid community are made from natural and recycled materials. James Jackman


"I definitely suggest renting an Earthship Biotecture. It's kind of a renowned architectural project developed in Taos by Michael Reynolds [in the 1970s]. They're passive solar and made out of mostly recycled materials, like rubber tires filled with dirt that are used for exterior walls." (Homes from about $195 a night)

"We recently stayed in the Adobe & Pines Inn, an old estate that's now a bed-and-breakfast. You are in these smaller adobe buildings, both of which are like separate casitas. It's a beautiful setting, with big trees, very green." (Rooms from about $199 a night) -- Nellie Tischler

"There's so much history at the Mabel Dodge Luhan House. One room is a glass solarium, and there's a bathroom with little glass windows that were painted by D.H. Lawrence. There are also great little books in the bookstore." (Rooms from about $135 a night)

"The Historic Taos Inn is right there in town. They have these little casitas that have fireplaces, and they bring you wood. It's a great place to go and celebrate Christmas Eve and go to bed early because you've been skiing all day." (Rooms from about $150 a night) -- Rick Joy

"El Monte Sagrado has a big indoor saltwater pool and nice lawns, and the rooms are cozy." (Rooms from about $229 a night) -- Tony Abeyta



Eat and Drink

Left: one of a series of small dining rooms at Lambert's of Taos. Right: grilled ruby red trout with lime butter at the Love Apple. James Jackman


"When you're coming up from Santa Fe, your first stop is the San Francisco de Asis church in Ranchos de Taos. It has a garden and there's a funky restaurant right there with a nice courtyard, Ranchos Plaza Grill. They're family owned and have amazing New Mexican food. I have an enchilada every time I go there. They don't just have the red and green chile that you get everywhere -- it has a really distinct flavor. [The restaurant has] a really great view of the plaza, which was built before the church and later protected it, the town and livestock during raids. Dennis Hopper used to own the El Cortez Theatre there; now it's a creative space."

"When I'm waking up in Taos, there's one place I want to go, and that's World Cup. I bet I've been going there for 25 or 30 years. It's got a great cup of coffee, very simple; it's nice and strong and you sit out on the porch and watch all of Taos drive by on the main drag. I get homemade pecan milk with my early morning cortado.

"I like to eat outside at Manzanita Market and engage with the sky and clouds and people and dogs. It's got a great healthy breakfast, homemade baguettes and beautiful vegan sandwiches for lunch.

"I have friends who drive all the way up from Santa Fe to eat at Orlando's New Mexican Cafe. It's small, colorful, unique. Everyone loves the New Mexican food there -- enchiladas, tacos, everything savory and wonderful." -- T.A.

"My favorite restaurant is the Love Apple, in a little adobe chapel that's painted white on the inside and lit by candles. You can get the most incredible meal with local ingredients. They still take checks, which I love." -- Raquel Allegra

"The old-school Lambert's of Taos has been there since the '80s. It's family owned and not that touristy, and depending on the season, you can get game such as bison steaks, and green chile relleno.

"Breakfast is always good at Michael's Kitchen Restaurant & Bakery. It's almost a diner kind of place, with bacon and eggs and pancakes and stuff. The coffee is brown water, but there's something about that kind of old classic American that I like sometimes." -- R.J.



Shop

Left: Two Graces, a shop and gallery in Taos's Historic District. Right: David Michael Hershberger, a co-owner of the Arc, anewera, cutting fabric for Adyela, the shop's in-house line. James Jackman


"One of my dearest friends, Olga Nazarova, and her partner, David Michael [Hershberger], opened a shop called the Arc, anewera. They carry things from local artists, but then there's an atelier in the back room where David makes clothing. He also makes these beautiful ceramic vessels to keep water in.

"A really sweet older couple owns Two Graces. They have incredible treasures. If I ever want a book, that's where I go -- books that are related to Taos, books about art, books about interesting people, children's books. I like to keep those books in the house so people can have that nice connection to the place." -- R.A.

"Bead Creations sells all these different beads and makes accessories and jewelry. It's a sweet little shop run by a mother and daughter, locals from Taos." -- N.T.



Take Home

Left: the rug room at Tres Estrellas, which displays an early classic Rio Grande blanket, circa 1850, on the wall, and a Red Mesa regional Navajo rug, made by a master weaver circa the 1920s, on the floor. Right: items on display at Maria Samora Jewelry, a workshop and showroom. From left: a bracelet with chrysoprase stones made by Phil Poirier; gold and silver rings made by Maria Samora; gold citrine earrings made by Samora. James Jackman


"Mesa's Edge has an impressive selection of jewelry by artists who are selected for their craftsmanship and authenticity. There's a lot of diversity; some are Native American, others not. I recommend it for silver and turquoise. They also have some great works by artists from around Taos.

"Visit Maria Samora Jewelry's studio and shop, where you can watch her pieces being made. She's originally from Taos Pueblo." -- T. A.

"Tres Estrellas sells authentic and old Hispanic and Navajo textiles and rugs. I just love going there." -- R.J.



Explore

Left: Harwood Museum of Art incorporates part of the original facade of the building inside one of its exhibition galleries. A piece by the northern New Mexican artist Nicholas Herrera is shown in the top right corner. Right: the Rio Pueblo de Taos runs through Taos Pueblo, home to the Taos Pueblo tribe since the 12th century. James Jackman


"The biggest and greatest museum in town is the Harwood Museum of Art, which was put together by the painters Burt and Lucy Harwood, and is a hub and center of contemporary art. It houses a wonderful group of seven paintings by Agnes Martin. She's one of my great heroes. There are some benches Donald Judd made. I love this octagonal room with a skylight -- very meditative. A lot of younger painters are represented in the collection. It's on Ledoux Street, and if you walk down it there's a whole crop of galleries.

"Drive the High Road. You get to see the full vernacular of northern New Mexico and the mountain villages. The San Jose de Gracia Church -- it's an amazing church. It's got a wooden floor, wooden doors that have been there since 1850 and still retain their patina. People these days are like, 'Where can I go that hasn't been developed, that hasn't been commercialized?' In order to retain its identity, it has to be a little sketchy. The car has to be broken down in front of the church.

"One of my favorite things is to go to yard sales on Saturdays. It's sort of local archaeology. They have great records sometimes. I'm like, 'What are you doing with this post-punk industrial stuff in Taos?' And they're like, 'I used to be a D.J. in L.A.'" -- T.A.

"The real heart of Taos is Taos Pueblo. It's a UNESCO World Heritage site. It's the oldest inhabited earthen architecture in the Americas. At Christmas they have deer dances. There are big bonfires and thousands of people go. It's intense, but it's a real thing." -- R.J.

"Drive to Stagecoach Hot Springs, a little north of Taos. There are fields of sage and the horizon goes forever. There's the Rio Grande Gorge and, if you're facing north and you look to your right, it's these beautiful mountains.

"My cousin and I recently went to the Neem Karoli Baba Ashram and Hanuman Temple. It's kind of a mecca for East Indians. They feed everybody for free, and people just sit in the gardens and the grass and the kids play. They give chai out. You have to park at the nearby school and walk down these little roads that Taos has developed over hundreds of years." -- N.T.



Practical Matters

"Everyone keeps weird hours, so always check." -- T.A.

"JSX [a regional carrier that transports a maximum of 30 passengers per flight] is doing direct flights from Burbank or Carlsbad and other cities to Taos. It's very civilized -- much more convenient and more relaxed than going to a big airport." -- R.A.

These interviews have been edited and condensed.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/30/t-magazine/taos-new-mexico-hotel-food-guide.html
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The Birkin Inspires Yet Another Homage

The Boatkin, a new handbag, marries the design of the Hermes Birkin and the material of L.L. Bean's Boat and Tote.

Hathaway Hutton, a brand in Philadelphia, introduced the Boatkin in January.  Rachel McGinn



By Allison Duncan



May 30, 2025 at 10:03 AM

Hop aboard a Hampton Jitney bus or a ferry to Nantucket this summer and you will probably see some L.L. Bean Boat and Totes, or maybe even an Hermes Birkin. You might also spot a new bag that looks like the child of those two: the Boatkin.

Introduced in January by Hathaway Hutton, a brand in Philadelphia, Boatkins are made of canvas -- some from old Boat and Totes -- and have a shape and hardware similar to those of Birkins.

"Quiet luxury with a smirk" is how Hathaway Hutton's founder, Jen Risk, described the bag. "I wanted to mess with the seriousness of it all and give it some personality."

Ms. Risk, 41, a self-taught sewer who started her brand in 2017, has positioned herself as a sort of Dr. Frankenstein of luxury goods: She has sold hand-painted Goyard totes and pool attire made of vintage Hermes beach towels. The Boatkin bag is her newest creation, and is among the latest accessories to borrow some of the Birkin's clout. See: Telfar's Shopping Bag, also known as the "Bushwick Birkin"; the design collective MSCHF's "Birkinstock" sandals; and Slow and Steady Wins the Race's four-sided Birkin replica.

Each Boatkin is made in a work space at Ms. Risk's home, she said, a process that can take up to 10 hours. (A Birkin, by comparison, can take more than 18 hours to make, while a Boat and Tote can be stitched together in under 10 minutes.) Boatkins made from Boat and Totes provided by customers start at about $1,200; versions made with materials sourced by Ms. Risk, at about $1,600. She has sold more than 300 bags since introducing the style.

Since the Boatkin's release, more than 300 bags have been sold to buyers including Bethenny Frankel, a connoisseur of Birkins and their knockoffs. Curtis Means/Ace Pictures, via Shutterstock

Boatkins made from Boat and Totes provided by customers start at about $1,200. Ye Fan for The New York Times


Reactions to the Boatkin have been mixed. "Most people love it, which has been really fun," Ms. Risk said. "A few people get weirdly mad," she added, because of their price tags.

The product's novelty was worth the cost for buyers like Yolande Dolly Fox, 62, a television and theater producer in New York. "The humor of the bag really appealed to me," she said. Leah Melby Clinton, 39, who bought a Boatkin this spring, described it as having a "tote-it-around, bang-it-up, not-too-precious vibe" that evoked the origin story of the Birkin, which was developed as a carryall for young mothers (specifically, a young Jane Birkin, for whom the bag is named).

Despite the bag's utilitarian origins, Ms. Melby Clinton said she wasn't always comfortable using her Birkin, which she bought second hand. "And honestly, I get anxious sometimes that people think I'm carrying a fake," she added. "As more and more counterfeits have flooded the market, it just feels different."

Those knockoffs include the so-called Wirkin, a superfake bag sold by Walmart that spread widely on social media last year before the retailer stopped selling it. Wirkin owners include Bethenny Frankel, 54, the "Real Housewives of New York" star turned entrepreneur turned influencer.

Ms. Frankel, who has multiple Birkins, said in an interview that she also just bought a Boatkin, which she described as having an appeal beyond just offering the look of a Birkin for less.

Jennifer Risk, the founder of Hathaway Hutton, described the Boatkin as "quiet luxury with a smirk." Rachel McGinn


"This is innovative, creative, fun and tongue-in-cheek," she said. "The precise way in which someone should take inspiration from an original and it not feel derivative or like a cheap copy."

Ms. Risk said that neither L.L. Bean nor Hermes has contacted her about the Boatkin. A representative for L.L. Bean declined to comment for this article, and representatives for Hermes did not comment.

In 2023, Hermes won a trademark suit against the creator of "MetaBirkins," virtual Birkin replicas that a jury determined looked too similar to the real bags. Joseph Carrafiello, a lawyer in Cincinnati who specializes in intellectual property law, and who was not involved in the "MetaBirkin" case, said that the Boatkin might exist in more of a gray area.

"The law might view the Boatkin as what we could refer to in the I.P. space as a transformative and expressive work that was inspired by, but did not copy, existing products or ideas," he said.

The wait time for a new Boatkin is now about 16 weeks, Ms. Risk said, up from about eight weeks a few months ago. This summer, she is planning to sell premade styles at the Aerin store in Southampton, N.Y.

People looking to buy new Hermes Birkins typically also have to wait months -- and sometimes years -- to get one. And these days, those shopping for a new Boat and Tote might also have to wait a bit. "Most of the sizes and colors are back-ordered until July or later," said Rachel Kennedy, a 36-year-old consultant in Chattanooga, Tenn.

Ms. Kennedy does not own a Birkin -- she bought one secondhand in 2011 and has since sold it. But she does have a Boat and Tote, which is embroidered with the phrase "My other bag is a Birkin." She has recently been thinking about parting with it, she said, so the bag can be turned into a Boatkin.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/30/style/boatkin-bag-birkin-boat-tote.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Every N.B.A. Shoe Deal Is a Gamble. Converse Hit the Jackpot.

In the rush to sign players early, some mistakes are made. But as Shai Gilgeous-Alexander reaches basketball's biggest stage, he is taking his shoe company with him.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander led the Oklahoma City Thunder to the N.B.A. finals, which begin on Thursday. His first signature shoe, the Shai 001, will be released this fall. Converse



By Calum Marsh



Jun 04, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander's year could not have gone better -- for Converse.

The 26-year-old point guard, now in his seventh season, led the N.B.A. in scoring. He won the league's Most Valuable Player Award. And his team, the Oklahoma City Thunder, had the best record in the N.B.A.

On Thursday, Mr. Gilgeous-Alexander and the Thunder will face the Indiana Pacers in Game 1 of the N.B.A. finals, trying for the franchise's first championship since 1979 (back when the Thunder were known as the Seattle SuperSonics).

So when the Shai 001, Mr. Gilgeous-Alexander's first signature sneaker, is released by Converse this autumn, it will be a fitting coda to a triumphant season -- and, for the brand, the ideal moment to capitalize on its marquee star's success.

What's remarkable is that this confluence of favorable conditions was not some brilliant marketing stratagem -- it was, in essence, a stroke of luck. And with the time and money invested by shoe companies in upcoming N.B.A. players, who are sometimes signed before they have played a single minute in the league, things could have easily gone another way.

Adrian Stelly, the director of sports marketing for Converse, met Mr. Gilgeous-Alexander more than a decade ago, when he was in high school in Hamilton, Ontario. He signed him to the brand in 2019 during Mr. Gilgeous-Alexander's rookie season with the Los Angeles Clippers, when he averaged 10.8 points per game -- long before he made the leap to All-Star levels.

Converse showed faith in Mr. Gilgeous-Alexander long before he was a star, signing him during his rookie season with the Los Angeles Clippers in 2018-19. David Dermer/Associated Press

As the creative director of Converse, Mr. Gilgeous-Alexander helped design the Shai 001, which has a zipper up the front that allows it to be styled in multiple ways. Converse


He could have ended up being a role player, rather than a star. He could have torn ligaments in his knee and fallen out of the league. He could have clashed with teammates. Consider that Mr. Gilgeous-Alexander was the 11th pick in the 2018 N.B.A. draft; the 13th pick that year, Jerome Robinson, played only parts of four seasons in the league. What if Converse had signed him instead?

These are the what-ifs and sliding-doors scenarios that every major shoe brand has to contend with. Designing, manufacturing and marketing a signature shoe costs millions of dollars, and with so much at stake, it raises the question: How do the shoe companies decide which players are worth the investment?

"That's the hard part, right?" said Daniel Schachne, the general manager of sport for Jordan Brand. "That's what makes it interesting, in that every brand takes a slightly different approach."

Jordan Brand, a subsidiary of Nike, is responsible for Michael Jordan's flagship Air Jordan sneakers, but it has also produced shoes for other N.B.A. stars, including Jayson Tatum of the Boston Celtics and Luka Doncic of the Los Angeles Lakers. The job of the brand's sports marketing team, Mr. Schachne said, is to "build connections early on and identify talent that they think is special, long before these athletes have become household names."

Susan Mulders, a vice president of sports marketing for Jordan Brand, said that there was "no magic formula" for identifying the players who will thrive. "The entire process is truly an art, not a science."

Jayson Tatum is one of several N.B.A. stars that have deals with Jordan Brand, a subsidiary of Nike that still produces Air Jordans as well. Jordan Brand


Ms. Mulders and her team scout high school games, basketball camps and tournaments on the lookout for intriguing young players, diligently evaluating their potential based on "physical attributes like size and frame, technical ability," as well as "their personality and character," she said.

"We also pay close attention to the relationship piece -- who surrounds this young person?" she added. "What is their family dynamic? Who are their influences?"

The brand's scouts foster relationships with the players and their families early on to prepare for the next steps.

"We don't just suddenly appear when a player declares for the draft," Ms. Mulders said. "That's too late, in our view."

Signature sneakers used to be reserved for superstars like Mr. Jordan, Shaquille O'Neal, Kobe Bryant and Allen Iverson. Now, smaller brands, eager to stand out in a crowded market, often sign less prominent players to endorsement deals, leading to signature shoes for players like Aaron Gordon of the Denver Nuggets, Austin Reaves of the Lakers and Spencer Dinwiddie of the Dallas Mavericks. That has created an issue for brands like Nike and Adidas, which historically were more patient.

"Gone are the days where you're just signing the All-Star or the future M.V.P. and that's enough," said Tanya Hvizdak, a vice president of sports marketing for Nike. "The expectations are so much higher now."

In addition to producing shoes for household names like LeBron James of the Lakers or Kevin Durant of the Phoenix Suns, Nike also makes them for All-Stars like Ja Morant of the Memphis Grizzlies and Devin Booker of the Suns, as well as W.N.B.A. stars like Sabrina Ionescu of the New York Liberty and A'ja Wilson of the Las Vegas Aces.

A'ja Wilson, a superstar for the Las Vegas Aces of the W.N.B.A., had her signature shoe, the A'One, released by Nike last month. Nike

Sabrina Ionescu of the New York Liberty has a signature shoe through Nike that is popular with both male and female basketball stars. Vera Nieuwenhuis/Associated Press


A signature sneaker is on the way for Victor Wembanyama, the 21-year-old phenom for the San Antonio Spurs, and one of Nike's latest signings is Ace Bailey, an 18-year-old out of Rutgers University who is expected to be a top-five pick in this year's N.B.A. draft.

"The game continues to evolve, and I think there's an expectation that we have to differentiate ourselves," Ms. Hvizdak said. "I'd like to think that more competitors in this space challenges us to continue to raise the bar."

The rush to sign athletes so early, however, can result in some missteps.

Puma signed Scoot Henderson to a multiyear endorsement deal in 2022, shortly before he was drafted by the Portland Trail Blazers. In his first two seasons, he has struggled to live up to expectations, providing modest production for a losing team.

"Scoot's rookie year struggles really killed any shot that that shoe had," said Dezmond Moore, the chief of content at the sneaker blog Nice Kicks. "Giving a sneaker to a rookie was a gamble. It's a big declaration. Now, seeing how that's panned out, I don't think we're going to see something like that again for a long time."

Rodney Rambo, the chief marketing officer for Converse, said that the success of the Shai 001 was not contingent on Mr. Gilgeous-Alexander having his landmark year, and that the brand would have been satisfied without the M.V.P. award or deep postseason run.

"If Shai had ended up being middle of the pack, that would have been OK for us," he said a day before the M.V.P. award was officially announced. "There are a lot of players that have won M.V.P.s that don't sell product. Whereas there are some players, like Dennis Rodman, who really grab attention. Shai is his own person, and we believe that's fundamentally what the world is looking for -- not just wins."

Mr. Gilgeous-Alexander is known for his style off the court -- GQ has named him the N.B.A.'s "most stylish man" multiple years running. And when it comes to putting out a sneaker, that reputation may be more valuable than other accolades. "I believe that's what our consumers gravitate towards -- that personality, that aura," Mr. Rambo said. "And that is very much both on and off the court."

Mr. Gilgeous-Alexander is considered one of the most stylish players in the N.B.A. Rodney Rambo, the chief marketing officer for Converse, said his company's customers seek out people with his type of "aura." Converse


Bryon Milburn, the senior vice president and chief merchandising officer for Foot Locker, echoed the idea that "aura" is a critical factor.

"It's no longer just about performance -- winning a championship doesn't equate to a spike in sales," he said. "It's about personality, relatability and connection. Young athletes who can seamlessly bridge performance and style are key drivers of both brand heat and sales."

Case in point: In addition to Mr. Henderson, Puma also signed LaMelo Ball of the Charlotte Hornets, who has had an erratic start to his N.B.A. career, with a great deal of time lost to injury while stuck on a losing team. But owing to his extravagant style and big personality, Mr. Ball's first shoe, the MB.01, was a huge hit, especially with younger basketball fans.

"LaMelo has got that aura, that cool factor that people like, and it helps tenfold with the shoes," said Charley McClay, a sneaker content creator. "I don't want to buy a shoe from a no-name guy that's kind of cool, middle of the pack. I want to buy the shoe that people are talking about."

Of course, it also depends on the brand -- and some brands don't want flashy.

When New Balance signed Kawhi Leonard, it wasn't a larger-than-life personality that made him appealing -- Mr. Leonard, a two-time N.B.A. champion, is so well known for being sedate that a rare laugh during an interview became an internet meme. According to Naveen Lokesh, the head of global sports marketing for New Balance, Mr. Leonard's "quiet confidence" was exactly what made him right for the company.

"We as a brand don't like to shout," Mr. Lokesh said. "We like to show rather than tell. And Kawhi is the same way."

Kawhi Leonard's understated personality made him an appealing player for New Balance, which considers itself a less flashy brand. New Balance

New Balance found an unexpected star in Tyrese Maxey, who was signed by the company when he was a bench player but has thrived since assuming a starting role. Al Bello/Getty Images


New Balance recently signed Cooper Flagg, a Duke star who is expected to be the first overall pick in this year's N.B.A. draft -- a player considered as close to a sure thing as possible. But the brand has had success with riskier bets as well: In 2022, the company signed Tyrese Maxey, a promising player for the Philadelphia 76ers. Last season, after the team traded James Harden, a star guard, Mr. Maxey took his spot in the starting lineup, elevating his game to a level few had expected.

Mr. Lokesh admitted that Mr. Maxey's rise was "a little bit of luck." At the same time, that was never quite what he was banking on. "What I promise the team here is that I will bring the best humans possible," he said. "Tyrese has those values. He's family-oriented. He's a hard worker. And if he gets the right opportunity, he'll excel."

"They also have to be among the best basketball players in the world, sure," he added. "But I can't guarantee performance. No one can."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/04/style/nba-shoe-deals-sga-converse.html
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Sydney Sweeney's Fans Wanted Her Bath Water. Now They Can Buy It.

Calling the requests "weird in the best way," the actress worked with Dr. Squatch on a soap that has a manly scent and just a touch of her actual bath water.

Sydney Sweeney worked with the company Dr. Squatch on a new soap called Sydney's Bathwater Bliss, which the company says contains a small amount of her actual bath water. Dr. Squatch



By Nicole Stock



May 30, 2025 at 08:30 PM

Sydney Sweeney, the actress known for her roles in "Euphoria," "Anyone But You" and a host of other buzzy movies and TV shows, is the face of a new bar of soap, purportedly made with a special ingredient: her own bath water. The internet may take quite some time to recover from this news.

The product, "Sydney's Bathwater Bliss," is a collaboration with Dr. Squatch, a men's personal care company that describes itself as using natural ingredients and "manly scents."

The actress announced the new soap on Instagram. Her caption referenced a previous advertisement she had done with Dr. Squatch, saying, "You kept asking about my bathwater after the @drsquatch ad... so we kept it."

In a news release, Ms. Sweeney said the requests for her bath water were "weird in the best way."

The limited-edition bar of soap, made with sand, pine bark extract and a "touch" of Ms. Sweeney's real bath water, according to the company, will go on sale June 6. Leaning in to the salacious nature of the product, an Instagram post by Dr. Squatch included a provocative description of the soap's scent.

"There's no playbook for turning Sydney Sweeney's actual bath water into a bar of soap, but that's exactly why we did it," John Ludeke, the senior vice president of global marketing for Dr. Squatch, said in the company's news release. "We thrive on ideas that make you laugh."

Reached by email, Mr. Ludeke said the company hopes to turn the interest into something positive for customers.

"Our hope is to create conversations about guys needing to take a closer look at their personal care products and routines," he said.

The limited-edition bar of soap is made with sand, pine bark extract and a "touch" of Ms. Sweeney's real bath water, according to Dr. Squatch. Dr. Squatch


Nearly as eye-catching as soap made from the slosh of one's own bathing ritual are the reactions to it on social media. Users' remarks have run the gamut, from extremely vulgar to celebratory. Others were simply asking, "Why?"

"The internet thrives on hot takes and we knew this one would light a fire," Mr. Ludeke said of the intense reaction.

In a Reddit thread that questioned whether Ms. Sweeney's new product was preying on the loneliness of men, Meera Gregerson, 28, said she did not view selling a product to people as predatory.

"I think that the fact that she's been sexualized and made to be a sex icon in some ways as a celebrity -- I think it's fair for her to also want to make money off of that," Ms. Gregerson said in a phone interview. "I don't think it's that different from her selling movies using her appearance as a selling point."

The product brought a host of comparisons to the famous bathtub scene in the movie "Saltburn," and multiple social media users pointed out that it is reminiscent of a stunt from Belle Delphine, an adult content creator with a large social media following, who made headlines in 2019 for selling her own bath water.

Chad Grauke, 39, who also took to Reddit to share his reaction to the soap, said he did not take issue with the product itself, but was curious about "what type of person is buying this stuff."

"I don't feel it's the lonely hermit as much as it's the bro who thinks he has a chance," Mr. Grauke said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/30/style/sydney-sweeney-bathwater-soap.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Could You Make a Podcast With Your Ex-Husband?

The CNN anchor Christiane Amanpour is no stranger to conflict zones. Now, in a new podcast, she mulls crises with James Rubin, whom she divorced in 2018.

From partners to podcasters: James Rubin and Christiane Amanpour in 2005. Robin Platzer/FilmMagic, via Getty Images



By Elizabeth Paton



May 30, 2025 at 10:01 AM

In a career spanning more than four decades, reporting from the ground in the Persian Gulf and Bosnian wars, interviewing world leaders in the wake of Sept. 11 and beyond, Christiane Amanpour has gone where few others dare to go. This month, Ms. Amanpour, the chief international anchor for CNN, broke more fresh ground, unveiling a new podcast that she is hosting with her ex-husband.

"Christiane Amanpour Presents: The Ex-Files With Jamie Rubin" is a weekly foreign affairs show from the media and entertainment group Global that Ms. Amanpour, who lives in London, tapes with James Rubin, a former U.S. diplomat now in Washington, D.C. Separated by an ocean and a 2018 divorce, they mull crises and conflict zones with an occasional trip down a shared memory lane.

Most people would recoil at the prospect of scheduled public dialogue with their former spouses. But at a time when many mainstream figures are looking for a way -- any way -- into the podcasting gold rush, Ms. Amanpour sees her unorthodox reunion with Mr. Rubin as an example of how to build bridges against the odds. President Trump and President Putin, are you listening?

This interview, at her home last week, has been edited and condensed.

Whose idea was this podcast?

The idea of a podcast was something I'd been mulling since last spring. It's an overcrowded pool, and I'm late to the game, but I thought it would be good for me, as a television veteran, to see what I could do with this medium. Then the U.S. election happened, and my ex-husband, who had worked for the Biden administration in the State Department, was out of a job.

I knew I wanted a show that delved into foreign policy and touched on history and shared experience. At a time that has never felt more divided, I wanted to say: "Can't we all just find solutions and try to get along? Does it always have to be like this?"

It felt like I needed a partner. And then I thought, "Why not ask Jamie and see what he thinks?" There was a chance he might think it was crazy. But he said yes.

Ms. Amanpour in 2023 interviewing Annalena Baerbock, then Germany's minister for foreign affairs. Michael Kappeler/Picture Alliance, via Getty Images


Was your divorce an amicable one?

It was seven years ago, and we have our son, Darius, 25, so we've always tried to be reasonable. We even threw a divorce party of sorts when we decided to split up. I am not going to sugarcoat stuff. Divorce is never pretty, and there were moments of deep distress. But we wanted to be good role models, so we've done a couple of Thanksgivings together and even managed to do a family holiday in India in 2023, where there was a lot of time in the car together, and we actually got on. If we hadn't had that vacation experience, I don't think I would have asked him to do this with me now.

Were you not a little worried about taking on a big project with your ex?

I really like the idea of saying, "Look, if we can get on and talk like grown-ups, maybe some world leaders can take note and follow suit." I don't think this format exists anywhere else, so it's new territory, and I like that.

My whole career has been built on a managed fear, keeping it all together and constantly being tense -- probably without me even knowing it. And I am not an adrenaline junkie or a war junkie. I am incredibly passionate and involved in the world, in our world, and so is Jamie. We have always had that in common.

James Rubin, a U.S. assistant secretary of state, in Slovakia in May 2023. Michal Cizek/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


How does recording a podcast compare with making a television show?

It is a more intimate format. I tape from my living room and Jamie from his kitchen, although it was a rude shock to discover that in the YouTube era, they still want to have a camera on you.

Given the nature of our relationship, there is also a personal dimension. Our conversations are often like those we once had at the dinner table, looking to find answers rather than accepting conflict as a constant.

I think it is more accessible for listeners that we both speak in a way we haven't done before and that is a bit more fun and relaxed. I feel like I can let my hair down. I'm not holding world leaders to account. I am chatting with my ex.

What has the feedback been like so far?

Well, my friendship group and family love it, but they admit that they were a little dubious before we started. I mean, I was also worried. In the first trailer, you hear me say, "Oh God, I hope this is going to work."

The fact we can go back and look at issues from when we were first starting out -- him in government, me in journalism -- and use our shared experience to tell stories of today through the lens of yesterday is something people seem to like. Our ability to tell stories, some of which we couldn't tell, or weren't on the record at the time, to fill in a bigger picture is also incredibly exciting.

Ms. Amanpour and Mr. Rubin arrive at the White House for a state dinner in honor of the Chinese president in January 2011. Tim Sloan/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


What were the most memorable moments of the podcast?

Well, there's been a little bit of "vibing" between us, as the kids say, a good chemistry that other people have picked up on. I guess that makes us entertaining as well as informative. We laugh a lot. But I am more of an expert at broadcasting, so occasionally I get a bit grumpy. Like when he waved to say goodbye to sign off, and I had to tell him: "Jamie, this is a podcast. You have to actually say something."

Any tips for readers considering a project with their own ex?

Good question. I think if you're lucky enough to have emerged intact from a wonderful marriage that didn't last, and with the determination to be adult and responsible for your family, it can be something to build on.

We've gotten beyond the initial hurt and divisions that clearly were there, which is why we got divorced. I have always believed that you have to be able to see the story of the other and be willing to put genuine differences aside. And if the two of us can do that, then it's not just world leaders, but people anywhere who currently can't talk about politics or religion or their favorite sport, even around their own dinner table, who can do it, too.

I'm happy to be modeling this and hope people will see that divorce doesn't have to be the end of a relationship.
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Styles Q&A


As 'Pretty Little Baby' Goes Viral, Connie Francis Is Joining TikTok

With a forgotten song becoming an unlikely hit, the 87-year-old singer is happy to be back in the spotlight.

Connie Francis was a huge star in the early 1960s, with several hit singles. Her song "Pretty Little Baby," which was a B-side, has found a new life online. Kenneth Denyer/Daily Express, via Hulton Archive, via Getty Images



By Alisha Haridasani Gupta



May 30, 2025 at 10:03 AM

Sixty-four years ago, Connie Francis recorded "Pretty Little Baby" as one of dozens of songs in a marathon recording session that yielded three albums within two weeks. It did not, at the time, feel like a song that had the makings of a hit, so it landed on the B-side of the 1962 single "I'm Gonna Be Warm This Winter" that was released in Britain. Since then, it was more or less overlooked.

Then came TikTok and its canny ability to resurrect decades-old songs for a new generation.

Over the last few weeks, "Pretty Little Baby" has been trending on the social media app -- it has been featured as the sound in more than 600,000 TikTok posts and soared to top spots in Spotify's Viral 50 global and U.S. lists -- bolstered by celebrities and influencers, like Nara Smith, Kylie Jenner, and Kim Kardashian and her daughter North, who have posted videos of themselves lip-syncing to it.

The ABBA singer Agnetha Faltskog used the song for a clip on TikTok in which she said Ms. Francis had long been her favorite singer. And the Broadway actress Gracie Lawrence, who is currently playing Ms. Francis in "Just in Time" -- a play about Bobby Darin, Ms. Francis's onetime romantic partner -- also posted a video of herself lip-syncing to it, in her 1960s costume and hair.


The song's current popularity is an unexpected twist to Ms. Francis's long and illustrious career. In 1960, she became the first female singer to top the Billboard Hot 100 and, by the time she was 26 years old, she had sold 42 million records and had two more singles top the Billboard charts. But this particular song, which she recorded in seven different languages, remained so obscure that Ms. Francis, 87, told People magazine that she had forgotten ever recording it.

Amid the frenzy of the unexpected attention, Ms. Francis is trying to figure out how to turn this sudden attention into opportunities for herself. She and her publicist, Ron Roberts, enlisted Mr. Roberts's son to help them set up a TikTok account for her and, in a phone interview on Thursday, she said she had been mulling the idea of emerging from retirement to do some kind of show in the next few months.

This interview has been edited and condensed for clarity.

How does it feel now that this song is having a kind of resurgence?

Well, it's not a resurgence because it never happened in the first place. It's an obscure song on an album that I did -- it wasn't even a single record. It went unnoticed. Now it has 10 billion views.

How do you feel about that?

On top of the world and overwhelmed that a whole new generation of people know me and my music now.

Ms. Francis was not expecting the attention from her newfound social media fame, but she has joined TikTok and is considering other ways to capitalize on the moment. Mychal Watts/Getty Images for SiriusXM


In another interview, you mentioned that you forgot recording this song.

Yes, I had to play it to remember it.

What were your thoughts hearing it back?

It's a cute song. I couldn't imagine that it has the effect that it has worldwide on people -- it's hard to believe. I wanted something for the B-side of a single and I chose something that wouldn't give my A-side any competition. I don't even know the name of the record that I put it on. But I think it has a ring of innocence in this chaotic time and it connects with people.

I saw that you now have a TikTok account. Can we expect posts from you?

Yes, when my publicist Ron Roberts said I went viral on TikTok, I said, "What's that?" That was my reaction. "What's viral? What's that?" I thought my computer had a virus or something. I didn't know what he was talking about.

Are you using TikTok regularly now?

Yes, I think it's great. I'm going to be putting a lot of different things on my TikTok now. Thank you, TikTok.
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Times Insider


On a Search for an Old E.V., Jay Leno's Car Obsession Came Up Clutch

A Times reporter wanted to ride in a Baker Electric, a model from the electric vehicle past. Enter the comedian with the famous garage.

The comedian Jay Leno and The Times's Ivan Penn in Mr. Leno's 1909 Baker Electric. Maggie Shannon for The New York Times



By Ivan Penn



Jun 05, 2025 at 08:00 AM

Times Insider explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.

As an energy reporter on the Business desk of The New York Times, I often cover the transition to electrify the world around us, including automobiles and heating and cooling systems.

But until I spoke with the historian at the Petersen Automotive Museum in Los Angeles, I did not know that electric cars rattled down city streets as far back as the mid-1890s. A century ago, roughly a third of taxi drivers in New York City shuttled passengers around in electric cars.

I set out to write an article about these cars, and a time before lawmakers gave deference to the oil industry by offering numerous tax breaks, paving the way for gasoline-powered vehicles. But finding an original E.V. that I could ride in proved difficult. Most of them sit in museums and personal collections.

Enter the comedian -- and car collector -- Jay Leno.

My editor suggested I reach out to Mr. Leno after learning about his 1909 Baker Electric, housed in his famous garage. Mr. Leno's team gave an enthusiastic "Yes" in reply.

When I arrived at his warehouse garage in Burbank, Calif., in April, Mr. Leno had his Baker Electric charged and ready to hit the streets. The 116-year-old car, which had been refurbished, looked like it had just rolled off the showroom floor.

Still, the wooden high-top body, 36-inch rubber wheels and Victorian-style upholstery whispered the car's age. It was basically a carriage with batteries, enabling drivers to free horses from their bits and harnesses.

The car seats three comfortably, four with knees touching. Passengers sit on one of two cushioned benches that face each other. The drapes at the windows and on the two doors give the car the feel of a breakfast nook.

Automakers marketed the Baker Electric to women, generally wealthy ones. The typical person could not afford such luxury.

Mr. Leno highlights this fact on the walls of his garage with enlarged versions of old advertisements. One prods men to "Make This the Happiest Christmas -- Give Your Wife an Electric." In another, a woman pleads, "Daddy Get Me a Baker."

Wealth wasn't required just to buy the car, which carried a sticker price more than most houses of the time. The buyer also needed money for the home charger, which didn't do much good if the driver lacked electricity at home. And electricity was as much an extravagance as the car and charger themselves.

After Mr. Leno pulled a latch on the interior of the car door and gave it a push, I stepped up into the electric carriage, sitting so that I faced the former host of "The Tonight Show," with my back to the road ahead of us. He operated the tiller, a kind of joystick-like control used to steer the car.

"I mean, this is actually a nice way to travel," Mr. Leno said.

We rolled out of his garage and onto the street, immediately drawing smiles from onlookers. Some turned their heads to the sound of the ringing bell that made for the vehicle's horn.

The ride was relatively smooth, though the car's suspension could not absorb any significant dips or bumps in the road. We cruised a couple of times around the block, backing up every once in a while so that Maggie Shannon, a freelance photographer for The Times, could take photographs.

For a century-old vehicle, the Baker Electric performs pretty well. It can hit about 25 miles per hour, the maximum speed for some of the neighborhood streets, and with an 80-mile range on a full charge, it fares almost as well as some modern E.V.s.

The only thing seemingly missing was a system to provide some mood music. "You asked about entertainment?" Mr. Leno said.

In his garage, Mr. Leno opened a case roughly the size of a small shoe box to reveal a tiny, portable Victrola record player that could have easily fit on the bench beside me in the car. Early car players and radios, Mr. Leno said, gave way to the name Motorola -- a combination of Motor and Victrola.

Jay Leno played a portable Victrola record player In his garage in Burbank, Calif. Maggie Shannon for The New York Times


Playing on Mr. Leno's Victrola in the open air of his garage: "Dupree Shake Dance" from 1941, a song by the blues and boogie-woogie pianist Champion Jack Dupree.

At least once a year, Mr. Leno and his wife cruise around town in his Baker Electric, typically to enjoy holiday lights and decorations. Of his many automobiles, including more modern E.V.s such as a Tesla, the Baker is one of his favorites.

For me, the ride along was Christmas in April.
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Quote of the Day: Republicans Work to Discredit Experts' Tax-Cut Warning

Jun 05, 2025 at 04:59 AM

"Without that you have chaos."

MARC GOLDWEIN, a senior vice president at the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, on the necessity of nonpartisan offices that estimate the costs of legislation outweighing the frustrations over their forecasts.
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Corrections: June 5, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, June 5, 2025.

Jun 05, 2025 at 05:00 AM

FRONT PAGE

An article on Wednesday about the large-scale deadly shooting near a food distribution center in southern Gaza on Tuesday referred imprecisely to the locations of the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation's aid distribution sites in Gaza. They are mostly in the south of the enclave, and one is in central Gaza.

INTERNATIONAL

An article on Wednesday about the spread of 3D-printed firearms in the Aland Islands, an autonomous stretch of rocky coves in the middle of the Baltic Sea, misspelled the surname of an Aland Islands gunsmith and misstated the year he died. His name is Janne Stenroos, not Stenros, and he died in 2022, not 2023.

OBITUARIES

An obituary on Sunday about the actress Loretta Swit referred incorrectly to the film "Race With a Devil," in which Ms. Swit appeared in 1975. It had a theatrical release; it was not a television movie. The obituary also misstated the rank of the father of Ms. Swit's character, Major Houlihan, in the television series "M*A*S*H." He was a colonel, not a general.

An obituary on Sunday about George E. Smith, who shared a Nobel Prize in Physics for his discovery of a revolutionary imaging device, referred incorrectly to an interview he gave in 2001. It was for an oral history project conducted by the IEEE History Center in Piscataway, N.J., not with the Engineering and Technology History Wiki website. The obituary also misstated the number of pages in his noted doctoral dissertation at the University of Chicago in 1959. It was eight pages, not three. (At the time, it was the shortest Ph.D. dissertation in the university's history.)

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/05/pageoneplus/corrections-june-5-2025.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




feed_2/article_1/images/img1_u58.jpg
2

€h:






feed_2/article_0/images/img4_u8.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img1_u63.jpg
72 1

sE'III"H ay m IWIIIL
o T gl |

JJ






feed_2/article_3/images/img3_u28.jpg





feed_2/article_3/images/img4_u16.jpg
-

P i i ey





feed_2/article_3/images/img2_u35.jpg





cover.jpg
Chc New HJork Eime:

GO Bill Wl Sull
by S2:






feed_2/article_3/images/img5_u8.jpg





feed_2/article_3/images/img1_u43.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img9_u4.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img2_u8.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img7_u2.jpg





feed_2/article_5/images/img2_u30.jpg
Y bmasions e Co






feed_7/article_1/images/img3_u9.jpg





feed_2/article_5/images/img1_u45.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img4_u19.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img5_u3.jpg





feed_2/article_8/images/img1_u5.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img1_u49.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img3_u3.jpg
i—

HAMME S TRUMAN BUILDING






feed_7/article_1/images/img11_u3.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img1_u32.jpg
CDC MUSEGH;






feed_7/article_1/images/img10_u3.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img2_u23.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img4_u22.jpg





feed_2/article_9/images/img1_u29.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img9_u5.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img6_u8.jpg





feed_2/article_2/images/img1_u44.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img3_u15.jpg





feed_1/article_7/images/img2_u44.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img1_u47.jpg





feed_1/article_7/images/img1_u41.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img7_u6.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img5_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img1_u37.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img4_u11.jpg





feed_2/article_10/images/img2_u33.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img5_u6.jpg





feed_2/article_10/images/img1_u19.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img8_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img2_u31.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img3_u22.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img2.jpg





feed_1/article_0/images/img2_u40.jpg





feed_7/article_4/images/img2_u13.jpg





feed_1/article_0/images/img3_u18.jpg
I N NS TN e LV Al

Supporting Ukrain






feed_7/article_4/images/img1_u33.jpg





feed_1/article_6/images/img1_u39.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img1_u25.jpg





feed_1/article_1/images/img2_u4.jpg





feed_7/article_2/images/img3_u7.jpg





feed_7/article_2/images/img4_u21.jpg





feed_1/article_0/images/img1_u2.jpg





feed_7/article_2/images/img2_u42.jpg





feed_1/article_6/images/img2_u7.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img3_u26.jpg





feed_1/article_6/images/img3_u8.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img4_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img1_u51.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img2_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img1_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img1_u15.jpg
T





feed_0/article_2/images/img2_u16.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img4_u20.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img2_u11.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img5_u4.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img3_u27.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img2_u28.jpg





feed_6/article_7/images/img1_u59.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img3_u31.jpg





feed_6/article_0/images/img2_u18.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img1_u34.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img1_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img2_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img6_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img1_u65.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img10_u1.jpg





feed_1/article_1/images/img1_u60.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img5.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img7_u3.jpg





feed_1/article_1/images/img3_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img11_u2.jpg





feed_1/article_1/images/img4_u7.jpg





feed_7/article_2/images/img1_u30.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img4_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img5_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img3_u10.jpg





feed_1/article_8/images/img1_u20.jpg





feed_6/article_5/images/img1_u62.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img1_u18.jpg





feed_6/article_3/images/img1_u7.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img1_u26.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img3_u29.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img2_u25.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img2_u45.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img6_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img1_u9.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img5_u16.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img1_u66.jpg





feed_6/article_1/images/img1_u24.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img1.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img3_u21.jpg





feed_6/article_0/images/img3_u20.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img4_u17.jpg





feed_6/article_0/images/img1_u48.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img1_u54.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img4_u23.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img5_u11.jpg
* hAuunh:nl

E——

B
AT Ll

Fu‘!:uu e
R





mastheadImage.jpg
The New York Times





feed_5/article_6/images/img1_u36.jpg
FELE

How canIhelpyou

this afternoon?

ot with Clovée

+
—






feed_0/article_17/images/img2_u34.jpg





feed_1/article_9/images/img1_u52.jpg





feed_5/article_6/images/img2_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img11.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img2_u29.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img12.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img15.jpg





feed_1/article_2/images/img2_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img7.jpg





feed_1/article_2/images/img3_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img13.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img9_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img14.jpg





feed_6/article_2/images/img1_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img4_u18.jpg





feed_1/article_9/images/img2_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img6_u5.jpg





feed_1/article_2/images/img4_u1.jpg





feed_6/article_2/images/img2_u26.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img3_u17.jpg





feed_1/article_2/images/img1_u68.jpg





feed_6/article_2/images/img3_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img17.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img8.jpg





feed_5/article_3/images/img1_u64.jpg
T=5

i II.I:i:::in.il||m-miiiii= iy

RR g -
|u-mxr||llli“ Lt

&

|
st






feed_5/article_1/images/img1_u67.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img2_u27.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img3_u23.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img8_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img4_u13.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img1_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img6_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img5_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img2_u37.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img3_u24.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img16.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img2_u9.jpg





feed_5/article_1/images/img4_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img1_u57.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img1_u23.jpg
KEEPFAMILES
TOGETHER






feed_5/article_1/images/img5_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img10_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img1_u27.jpg





feed_5/article_1/images/img2_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img5_u14.jpg





feed_5/article_1/images/img3.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img4_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img9_u3.jpg





feed_4/article_1/images/img1_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img5_u9.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img1_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img1_u38.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img6.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img3_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img2_u21.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img8_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img1_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img4_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img9.jpg





feed_5/article_4/images/img1_u46.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img3_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img6_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img4_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img3_u1.jpg





feed_5/article_5/images/img1_u53.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img12_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img2_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img10_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img7_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img11_u5.jpg





feed_5/article_2/images/img1_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img8_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img2_u24.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img5_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img1_u42.jpg





feed_4/article_4/images/img2_u39.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img11_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img10_u4.jpg





feed_4/article_3/images/img1_u21.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img9_u6.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img2_u41.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img7_u7.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img1_u10.jpg
?\i‘\s\a\ﬁ\/{ A





feed_4/article_4/images/img1_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img4.jpg
7

1
&P

CTHEGUM WALL
fL_F Vs





feed_3/article_0/images/img2_u43.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img9_u1.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img2_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img7_u1.jpg
A wise and humane treatise on the
delicate differences between love
and friendship.”

~JOHN IRVING

MY LIFE in
NEW YORK During
the 1960s and "70s





feed_0/article_7/images/img3_u13.jpg
THE FAREWELL
SYMPHONY

EDMUND WHITE






feed_0/article_7/images/img4_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img8_u1.jpg
Yof
EDMUND
WHITE

THE UNPUNISHED VICE
A LIFE OF READING

oooooooooo





feed_0/article_7/images/img6_u4.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img5_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img2_u20.jpg
FORGET:
TING .

ELENA

EDMUND WHITE





feed_3/article_0/images/img1_u50.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img3_u19.jpg
Tr=E
BUNGALOW

A NOVEL BY

EYNNUEREED





feed_0/article_13/images/img1_u31.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img4_u15.jpg





feed_2/article_11/images/img1_u1.jpg





feed_8/article_0/images/img2_u36.jpg





feed_0/article_0/images/img1_u28.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img2_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img1_u40.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img2_u32.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img3_u25.jpg
y
o

ditjrlititing





feed_0/article_7/images/img1_u55.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img10.jpg
4

= | &

h‘”lr\ [\ y
R4l






feed_8/article_0/images/img1_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img5_u13.jpg





feed_7/article_6/images/img1_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img11_u1.jpg
‘Elegant, erudite, raunchy and fun’ Andrew Sean Greer

A
PREVIOUS

WHITE

BLOOMSBURY





feed_7/article_6/images/img2_u6.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img6_u3.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img3_u14.jpg
HOW 10
LOSE YOUR
MOTHER

MOLLY
JONG-FAST





feed_7/article_0/images/img5_u15.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img1_u35.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img4_u14.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img7_u4.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img8_u6.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img6_u6.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img2_u38.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img1_u61.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img3_u30.jpg





feed_2/article_6/images/img4_u9.jpg





feed_2/article_6/images/img1_u56.jpg





feed_2/article_6/images/img2_u19.jpg





feed_2/article_6/images/img3_u12.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img3_u5.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img2_u12.jpg
|
A KKkKkK&EEKK X,






