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                    World News

    At least 240 people, including those on the ground, killed in the Air India crash, official says




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    An Air India passenger plane bound for London with 244 people onboard crashed Thursday in India's northwestern city of Ahmedabad, the airline and local media reported.
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            Ajit Solanki and RAJESH ROY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        
    
    
    

    
    > Follow live updates on the Air India plane crash. 


    


AHMEDABAD, India (AP) -- An Air India passenger plane bound for London crashed into a medical college in Ahmedabad after takeoff Thursday, killing at least 240 people in one of India's worst airline disasters in decades, officials said.
Vidhi Chaudhary, a top state police officer in the northwestern city of Ahmedabad, said medical students who were in a college hostel when the plane hit the building are among the dead.
"Most of the bodies have been charred beyond recognition," she said.
Indian Home Minister Amit Shah confirmed that a single passenger survived the crash and he met him at the hospital. A doctor said he had examined the survivor, whom he identified as Vishwashkumar Ramesh.
"He was disoriented with multiple injuries all over his body," Dr. Dhaval Gameti told The Associated Press. "But he seems to be out of danger."

    
Black smoke billowed from the site where the plane crashed and burst into flames near the airport in Ahmedabad, a city of more than 5 million and the capital of Gujarat, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's home state. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Search and rescue teams respond to the scene of a plane crash in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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Firefighters doused the smoking wreckage of the plane, which would have been fully loaded with fuel shortly after takeoff, and adjacent multistory buildings with water. Charred bodies lay on the ground and parts of the fuselage were scattered around the site. Indian army teams were assisting civil authorities to clear debris and help treat the injured. 



    
        




    




A video on social media showed the jet slowly descending as if it were landing. As soon as it disappeared out of view behind rows of houses, a giant fireball filled the sky. The AP was able to verify the video by matching up the flight path of the plane from the runway with the crash site and the nearby residential area.

    
At the crash site, the tail cone of the aircraft with damaged stabilizer fins still attached to it was lodged near the top of one of the buildings.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The tail of the airplane is seen stuck in a building at the site of an airplane that crashed in India's northwestern city of Ahmedabad in Gujarat state, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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In a social media post, Modi called the crash "heartbreaking beyond words" and said "my thoughts are with everyone affected."
Sambit Patra, a lawmaker from Modi's ruling Bharatiya Janata Party, said Gujarat's former chief minister, Vijay Rupani, was among the dead.
Divyansh Singh, vice president of the Federation of All India Medical Association, said at least five students from the medical college were killed on the ground and 50 others were injured. Singh said some of them were in critical condition and many people are "feared buried in the debris."

    
Air India said the flight bound for London Gatwick Airport was carrying 242 passengers and crew, with 169 Indians, 53 Britons, seven Portuguese and one Canadian aboard. The Boeing 787-8 crashed into a residential area called Meghani Nagar five minutes after taking off at 1:38 p.m. (08:08 GMT), Faiz Ahmed Kidwai, the director general of the directorate of civil aviation, told AP.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Search and rescue teams respond to the scene of a plane crash in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]



        

        
        
            
                    Search and rescue teams respond to the scene of a plane crash in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
The first crash of a Boeing 787
This is the first crash of a Boeing 787 Dreamliner, according to the Aviation Safety Network database. Boeing said it was "working to gather more information."
India's aviation regulatory body said the aircraft gave a mayday call, signalling an emergency, but then did not respond to the calls made by the airport traffic control.
Aviation consultant John M. Cox, the CEO of Safety Operating Systems, told the AP from Los Angeles that while the first images of the crash were poor, it appeared the aircraft had its nose up and was not climbing, which is one of the things that investigators would look at.
"At this point, it's very, very, very early; we don't know a whole lot," he said. "But the 787 has very extensive flight data monitoring -- the parameters on the flight data recorder are in the thousands -- so once we get that recorder, they'll be able to know pretty quickly what happened."
The wide-body, twin-engine aircraft was introduced in 2009, and more than 1,000 have been delivered to dozens of airlines, according to the flightradar24 website. 
Air India's chairman, Natarajan Chandrasekaran, said that at the moment "our primary focus is on supporting all the affected people and their families."

    
UK promises support 
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer called the crash "devastating" and British Cabinet minister Lucy Powell said the government will provide "all the support that it can" to those affected by the crash.

    
"This is an unfolding story, and it will undoubtedly be causing a huge amount of worry and concern to the many, many families and communities here and those waiting for the arrival of their loved ones," she told lawmakers in the House of Commons.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo shared by India's Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) shows debris of a plane that crashed in the northwestern Indian city of Ahmedabad, in Gujarat state, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (CISF via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    This photo shared by India's Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) shows debris of a plane that crashed in the northwestern Indian city of Ahmedabad, in Gujarat state, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (CISF via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
"We send our deepest sympathy and thoughts to all those families, and the government will provide all the support that it can with those in India and those in this country as well," she added.
Britain has very close ties with India. There were nearly 1.9 million people in the country of Indian descent, according to the 2021 U.K. census. 
Condolences also poured in from King Charles III, who said he and his wife, Queen Camilla, were "desperately shocked" by the crash.
"Our special prayers and deepest possible sympathy are with the families and friends of all those affected by this appallingly tragic incident across so many nations," he said in a statement.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Remains of victims are brought to Civil Hospital after an airplane crashed in India's northwestern city of Ahmedabad in Gujarat state, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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Previous air disasters in India 
The last major passenger plane crash in India was in 2020, when an Air India Express Boeing-737 skidded off a hilltop runway in southern India, killing 21 people.
The worst air disaster in India was on Nov. 12, 1996, when a Saudi Arabian Airlines flight collided midair with a Kazakhstan Airlines Flight near Charki Dadri in Haryana state, killing all 349 on board the two planes.
The crash comes days before the opening of the Paris Air Show, a major aviation expo where Boeing and European rival Airbus will showcase their aircraft and battle for jet orders from airline customers.
Boeing has been in recovery mode for more than six years after Lion Air Flight 610, a Boeing 737 Max 8, plunged into the Java Sea off the coast of Indonesia minutes after takeoff from Jakarta, killing all 189 people on board. Five months later, Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302, a Boeing 737 Max 8, crashed after takeoff from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, killing 157 passengers and crew members.
Shares of Boeing Co. tumbled nearly 9% before trading opened in the U.S.
___

Roy reported from New Delhi. Associated Press writers Aijaz Hussain and Sheikh Saaliq in Srinagar, India; Pan Pylas, Kelvin Chan and Brian Melley in London; and Annika Wolters, David Rising, Adam Schreck and Lorian Belanger in Bangkok contributed to this report.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/india-plane-crash-cad8dad5cd0e92795b03d357404af5f8
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    A look at previous plane crashes in India




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: FILE- Rescuers work at the site of an Air India plane that crashed in Mangalore, in the southern Indian state of Karnataka, Saturday, May 22, 2010. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Civilians look on as Indian firefighters and rescue personnel work on the site of an Air India plane that crashed in Mangalore, in the southern Indian state of Karnataka, Saturday, May 22, 2010. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: An earth remover cleans the site of the crash of an Air India Boeing 737-800 plane in Mangalore, in the southern Indian state of Karnataka, Monday, May 24, 2010. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool, File)]
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[image: The Air India Express flight that skidded off a runway while landing at the airport in Kozhikode, Kerala state, India, Friday, Aug. 7, 2020. (AP Photo, File)]
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            The Air India Express flight that skidded off a runway while landing at the airport in Kozhikode, Kerala state, India, Friday, Aug. 7, 2020. (AP Photo, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        
    
    > Follow live updates on the Air India plane crash. 


    


NEW DELHI (AP) -- India has had several major plane crashes in recent decades. An Air India flight with more than 240 people on board crashed in the city of Ahmedabad on Thursday. 
Here are some previous aircraft accidents in India:
Aug. 7, 2020 
An Air India Express flight to bring back Indians stranded abroad by the COVID-19 pandemic skidded off a runway in heavy rain and cracked in two in southern India. Eighteen people including the two pilots were killed and more than 120 were injured. The Boeing 737-800 was flying from Dubai to Kozhikode in Kerala state.
May 22, 2010
An Air India flight arriving from Dubai overshot the runway in the city of Mangalore and plunged over a cliff, killing 158 people out of the 166 on board. The wreckage of the Boeing 737-800 was strewn across a hillside.
July 17, 2000
An Alliance Air Boeing 737-200 crashed into a residential area about 1 mile (1.5 kilometers) from its destination and burst into flames in Patna, killing more than 50 people on board and five on the ground. 

    
Nov. 12, 1996
A Saudi Arabian airlines Boeing 747 taking off from the airport in Delhi collided in midair with an arriving Kazakhstan Airline flight, killing all 349 people on both planes. It was one of the deadliest crashes in aviation history.
April 26, 1993


An Indian Airlines 737-200 hit a truck beyond the runway while taking off and crashed soon after in the city of Aurangabad, killing 55 of the 118 people on board.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/india-past-plane-aircraft-crashes-746fa55966b63214ba085b351cbbc7e9
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    45 minutes to pack up a lifetime as Pakistan's foreigner crackdown sends Afghans scrambling




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Pakistan wants to expel three million Afghans by the end of this year, saying they are in the country illegally, but many have lived there for decades. Returning refugees have been forced to head to a camp across the border, in Torkham, where thousands arrive every week and face a new future in a country they don't know. Pakistan denies targeting Afghans and says everyone leaving is treated humanely and with dignity.
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                                        TORKHAM, Afghanistan (AP) -- The order was clear and indisputable, the timeline startling. You have 45 minutes to pack up and leave Pakistan forever.
Sher Khan, a 42-year-old Afghan, had returned home from his job in a brick factory. He stared at the plainclothes policeman on the doorstep, his mind reeling. How could he pack up his whole life and leave the country of his birth in under an hour?
In the blink of an eye, the life he had built was taken away from him. He and his wife grabbed a few kitchen items and whatever clothes they could for themselves and their nine children. They left everything else behind at their home in Pakistan-controlled Kashmir.
Born in Pakistan to parents who fled the 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the ensuing war, Khan is one of hundreds of thousands of Afghans who have now been expelled. 
The nationwide crackdown, launched in October 2023, on foreigners Pakistan says are living in the country illegally has led to the departures of almost 1 million Afghans already. 
Pakistan says millions more remain. It wants them gone.

    
Leaving with nothing to beat a deadline



    
        




    




"All our belongings were left behind," Khan said as he stood in a dusty, windswept refugee camp just across the Afghan border in Torkham, the first stop for expelled refugees. "We tried so hard (over the years) to collect the things that we had with honor."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Taliban fighter stands on a hill overlooking a camp housing Afghan refugees who have been repatriated from Pakistan, near the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, in Torkham, Afghanistan, Saturday, May 31, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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Pakistan set several deadlines earlier this year for Afghans to leave or face deportation. Afghan Citizen Card holders had to leave the capital Islamabad and Rawalpindi city by March 31, while those with Proof of Registration could stay until June 30. No specific deadlines were set for Afghans living elsewhere in Pakistan.

    
    
    
Khan feared that delaying his departure beyond the deadline might have resulted in his wife and children being hauled off to a police station along with him a blow to his family's dignity.
"We are happy that we came (to Afghanistan) with modesty and honor," he said. As for his lost belongings, "God may provide for them here, as He did there."

    
A refugee influx in a struggling country
At the Torkham camp, run by Afghanistan's Taliban government, each family receives a SIM card and 10,000 Afghanis ($145) in aid. They can spend up to three days there before having to move on.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Household belongings of a refugee family repatriated from Pakistan sit at a camp housing Afghan refugees at the Pakistan-Afghanistan border in Torkham, Afghanistan, Saturday, May 31, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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The camp's director, Molvi Hashim Maiwandwal, said some 150 families were arriving daily from Pakistan -- far fewer than the roughly 1,200 families who were arriving about two months ago. But he said another surge was expected after the three-day Islamic holiday of Eid Al-Adha that started June 7.
Aid organizations inside the camp help with basic needs, including healthcare. Local charity Aseel provides hygiene kits and helps with food. It has also set up a food package delivery system for families once they arrive at their final destination elsewhere in Afghanistan.

    
Aseel's Najibullah Ghiasi said they expected a surge in arrivals "by a significant number" after Eid. "We cannot handle all of them, because the number is so huge," he said, adding the organization was trying to boost fundraising so it could support more people.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Pakistani truck carrying repatriated Afghan refugees arrives at a camp near the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, in Torkham, Afghanistan, Saturday, May 31, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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Pakistan blames Afghanistan for militancy
Pakistan accuses Afghans of staging militant attacks inside the country, saying assaults are planned from across the border -- a charge Kabul's Taliban government denies.
Pakistan denies targeting Afghans, and maintains that everyone leaving the country is treated humanely and with dignity. But for many, there is little that is humane about being forced to pack up and leave in minutes or hours.
Iran, too, has been expelling Afghans, with the UNHCR, the UN's refugee agency, saying on June 5 that 500,000 Afghans had been forced to leave Iran and Pakistan in the two months since April 1. 
Rights groups and aid agencies say authorities are pressuring Afghans into going sooner. 
In April, Human Rights Watch said police had raided houses, beaten and arbitrarily detained people, and confiscated refugee documents, including residence permits. Officers demanded bribes to allow Afghans to remain in Pakistan, the group added.

    
Searching for hope while starting again
Fifty-year-old Yar Mohammad lived in Pakistan-controlled Kashmir for nearly 45 years. The father of 12 built a successful business polishing floors, hiring several workers. Plainclothes policemen knocked on his door too. They gave him six hours to leave.
"No way a person can wrap up so much business in six hours, especially if they spent 45 years in one place," he said. Friends rushed to his aid to help pack up anything they could: the company's floor-polishing machines, some tables, bed-frames and mattresses, and clothes.
Now all his household belongings are crammed into orange tents in the Torkham refugee camp, his hard-earned floor-polishing machines outside and exposed to the elements. After three days of searching, he managed to find a place to rent in Kabul.

"I have no idea what we will do," he said, adding that he would try to recreate his floor-polishing business in Afghanistan. "If this works here, it is the best thing to do."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Repatriated Afghan refugees arrive at a camp after crossing the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, in Torkham, Afghanistan, Saturday, May 31, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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    Trump signs measure blocking California's ban on new sales of gas-powered cars




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump speaks during an event to sign a bill blocking California's rule banning the sale of new gas-powered cars by 2035 in the East Room of the White House, Thursday, June 12, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: Janelle Lowe prepares to charge her electric vehicle at a charging station Thursday, May 22, 2025, in Long Beach, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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            MICHELLE L. PRICE, SOPHIE AUSTIN and SEUNG MIN KIM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump signed a resolution on Thursday that blocks California's first-in-the-nation rule banning the sale of new gas-powered cars by 2035. 
The state quickly quickly announced it will challenge the move in court, with California's attorney general holding a news conference to discuss the planned lawsuit before Trump's signing ceremony ended at the White House. 
The resolution was approved by Congress last month and aims to quash the country's most aggressive attempt to phase out gas-powered cars. Trump also signed measures to overturn state policies curbing tailpipe emissions in certain vehicles and smog-forming nitrogen oxide pollution from trucks.
Trump called California's regulations "crazy" at a White House ceremony where he signed the resolutions.
"It's been a disaster for this country," he said.

    
It comes as the Republican president is mired in a clash with California's Democratic governor, Gavin Newsom, over Trump's move to deploy troops to Los Angeles in response to immigration protests. It's the latest in an ongoing battle between the Trump administration and heavily Democratic California over issues including tariffs, the rights of LGBTQ+ youth and funding for electric vehicle chargers.



    
        




    




The state is already involved in more than two-dozen lawsuits challenging Trump administration actions, and the state's Democratic Attorney General Rob Bonta announced the latest one at a news conference in California.

    
    
    
"The federal government's actions are not only unlawful; they're irrational and wildly partisan," Bonta said. "They come at the direct expense of the health and the well-being of our people."
The three resolutions Trump signed will block California's rule phasing out gas-powered cars and end the sale of new ones by 2035. They will also kill rules that phase out the sale of medium- and heavy-duty diesel vehicles and cut tailpipe emissions from trucks.

    
In his remarks at the White House, Trump expressed doubts about the performance and reliability of electric vehicles, though he had some notably positive comments about the company owned by Elon Musk, despite their fractured relationship. 
"I like Tesla," Trump said.
In remarks that often meandered away from the subject at hand, Trump used the East Room ceremony to also muse on windmills, which he claimed "are killing our country," the prospect of getting electrocuted by an electric-powered boat if it sank and whether he'd risk a shark attack by jumping as the boat went down.
"I'll take electrocution every single day," the president said. 
When it comes to cars, Trump said he likes combustion engines but for those that prefer otherwise, "If you want to buy electric, you can buy electric."
"What this does is it gives us freedom," said Bill Kent, the owner of Kent Kwik convenience stores. Kent, speaking at the White House, said that the California rules would have forced him to install "infrastructure that frankly, is extremely expensive and doesn't give you any return."
The Alliance for Automotive Innovation, which represents major car makers, applauded Trump's action.

    
"Everyone agreed these EV sales mandates were never achievable and wildly unrealistic," John Bozzella, the group's president and CEO, said in a statement.
Newsom, who is considered a likely 2028 Democratic presidential candidate, and California officials contend that what the federal government is doing is illegal and said the state plans to sue.
Newsom said Trump's action was a continuation of his "all-out assault" on California.
"And this time he's destroying our clean air and America's global competitiveness in the process," Newsom said in a statement. "We are suing to stop this latest illegal action by a President who is a wholly-owned subsidiary of big polluters."
The signings come as Trump has pledged to revive American auto manufacturing and boost oil and gas drilling.
The move follows other steps the Trump administration has taken to roll back rules that aim to protect air and water and reduce emissions that cause climate change. 

    
The Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday proposed repealing rules that limit greenhouse gas emissions from power plants fueled by coal and natural gas.
Dan Becker with the Center for Biological Diversity, said the signing of the resolutions was "Trump's latest betrayal of democracy."
"Signing this bill is a flagrant abuse of the law to reward Big Oil and Big Auto corporations at the expense of everyday people's health and their wallets," Becker said in a statement.
California, which has some of the nation's worst air pollution, has been able to seek waivers for decades from the EPA, allowing it to adopt stricter emissions standards than the federal government.
In his first term, Trump revoked California's ability to enforce its standards, but Democratic President Joe Biden reinstated it in 2022. Trump has not yet sought to revoke it again.

    
Republicans have long criticized those waivers and earlier this year opted to use the Congressional Review Act, a law aimed at improving congressional oversight of actions by federal agencies, to try to block the rules.
That's despite a finding from the U.S. Government Accountability Office, a nonpartisan congressional watchdog, that California's standards cannot legally be blocked using the Congressional Review Act. The Senate parliamentarian agreed with that finding.

California, which makes up roughly 11% of the U.S. car market, has significant power to sway trends in the auto industry. About a dozen states signed on to adopt California's rule phasing out the sale of new gas-powered cars. 
___
Austin reported from Sacramento, Calif.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/california-gavin-newsom-trump-gas-emission-526c14aa5a44cc3457233c1cfef7a2cc



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Politics
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            1 of 3 | 
            President Donald Trump talks with California Gov. Gavin Newsom after arriving on Air Force One at Los Angeles International Airport in Los Angeles, Jan. 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump talks with California Gov. Gavin Newsom after arriving on Air Force One at Los Angeles International Airport in Los Angeles, Jan. 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            President Donald Trump talks with California Gov. Gavin Newsom after arriving on Air Force One at Los Angeles International Airport in Los Angeles, Jan. 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Calif. Gov. Gavin Newsom presents his revised 2025-2026 state budget during a news conference in Sacramento, Calif., Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli)]
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            SEUNG MIN KIM, ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON and MICHAEL R. BLOOD

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- It was earlier this year that California Gov. Gavin Newsom was making nice with President Donald Trump as he sought help for his wildfire-battered state and moderating his approach ahead of a potential bid for the White House.
But now the gloves are off after Trump took the extraordinary step of federalizing the National Guard in Los Angeles over Newsom's objections and the governor responded by suing the administration, alleging abuse of power that marked an "unmistakable step toward authoritarianism."
The escalating clash pits the leader of the Republican Party against a Democrat with ambitions of leading his own party, with a striking backdrop of a domestic troop deployment meant to control a city in unrest and now to assist in arresting migrants -- the centerpiece of the president's agenda.
Trump said Thursday that without the military, Los Angeles "would be a crime scene like we haven't seen in years."

    
Newsom had "totally lost control of the situation," Trump wrote on his social media platform, misspelling the governor's first name while using a derogatory nickname for him. "He should be saying THANK YOU for saving his ass, instead of trying to justify his mistakes and incompetence!!!"



    
        




    




For Trump, it's another chance to battle with Newsom, a frequent foil who leads a heavily Democratic state the president has long criticized. And for Newsom, the feud has handed him a national platform as a beleaguered Democratic Party seeks a leader able to resist Trump.

    
    
    
"He has shown he's not going to be intimidated, and we're all for that," Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., said of Newsom on Wednesday. 
Conservative commentator Ben Shapiro, a former California resident, said Newsom's motivations for taking on Trump are clear.
"This is all about Gavin Newsom running for president in 2028, and what he is hoping is that becoming the face of a resistance to Trump is going to jog him to victory in Democratic primaries," he said in his podcast "The Ben Shapiro Show."

    
Trump wages a war against California
Trump has long been a foe of California, which overwhelmingly rejected him in all three of his presidential campaigns.
Over the years, Trump has threatened to intercede in the state's long-running homeless crisis, vowed to withhold federal wildfire aid as political leverage in a dispute over water rights, called on police to shoot people robbing stores and warned residents "your children are in danger" because of illegal immigration.
As a candidate in 2023, Trump said California was once a symbol of American prosperity but is "becoming a symbol of our nation's decline."
"The world is being dumped into California," Trump said at the time. "Prisoners. Terrorists. Mental patients."
Newsom would learn to balance the dueling imperatives of a governor who needs to work with the federal government with being one of the Democratic Party's most prominent figures. 
As governor-elect, Newsom joined Trump in November 2018 as the then-president viewed wildfire damage in Paradise, California, and they pledged to put aside political differences to help the community recover. He was also overly complimentary of the Trump administration's assistance to California during the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, praising Trump's "focus on treatments" for the virus and thanking him for sending masks and gloves to his state. 
But Newsom was also a top surrogate for Democrats in the 2024 campaign and frequently warned of the consequences of Trump's return to the White House. 

    
Trump and Newsom make nice over wildfire catastrophe 
There was a handshake and a warm pat on the back.
Newsom was there on the tarmac in Los Angeles in January, welcoming Trump and first lady Melania Trump, who had traveled west to survey the damage from the deadly wildfires in Southern California.
Then they spoke to reporters together, pledging cooperation to rebuild the area and appreciating each other's presence.
"You were there for us during COVID. I don't forget that," Newsom said. "And I have all the expectations that we'll be able to work together to get this speedy recovery."
Trump added: "We will. We're going to get it done."

    
Newsom also traveled to Washington in February to press Trump and lawmakers for more federal wildfire relief. The governor called his meeting with Trump one that was marked with a "spirit of collaboration and cooperation."
The cordial attitude was part of Newsom's unmistakable appeal to the center, painting himself as a pragmatist to reach out to those who had fled from a party that had just lost all battleground states in the 2024 presidential election.
Newsom spoke to conservative allies of Trump on a new podcast the governor billed as a way for Democrats to learn from the political successes of Trump's "Make America Great Again" movement. He voiced opposition to transgender athletes participating in female sports while shifting focus away from efforts in Sacramento to "Trump-proof" California -- which Newsom embarked on after Trump's victory in November -- as the wildfires raged.

    
In an April interview with YouTube commentator Brian Tyler Cohen, Newsom acknowledged Trump's ability to appeal to the public.
"His success is his ability to win every damn news cycle and get us distracted and moving in 25 different directions," he said.
Newsom warns of democracy 'under assault' as Trump sends troops 
The Democratic governor and Trump have been feuding publicly about the response to protests, with Newsom claiming Trump didn't warn him he'd deploy troops in a Friday phone call and Trump claiming the conversation was about that. 
Newsom has taunted Trump administration officials with arresting him, and Trump first appeared receptive to the idea and then walked back earlier remarks.
After Newsom filed an emergency request in federal court Tuesday to block the Trump administration from using the National Guard and Marines to assist with immigration raids in Los Angeles, he gave a public address accusing Trump of going beyond arresting criminals. 
"California may be first, but it clearly will not end here," he warned. "Other states are next. Democracy is next. Democracy is under assault before our eyes."
The filing this week wasn't the first time this year that California had sued the Trump administration. In April, Newsom filed a lawsuit that challenged Trump's authority to impose sweeping tariffs that the governor asserted would inflate prices and inflict billions of dollars in damage to California. 
And California -- not just Newsom -- continues to be a foil.

Just this month, the Trump administration signaled that it intends to cut off federal funding for a long-delayed California high-speed rail project plagued by multibillion-dollar cost overruns. He's threatened to pull federal funding in California if the state did not bar transgender students from participating in girls sports. The Justice Department warned districts they could face legal trouble if they don't bar trans athletes from competition.
And on Thursday, he's expected to sign a measure blocking California's vehicle emissions rules.
___
Gomez Licon reported from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and Blood from Los Angeles. Associated Press writer Kevin Freking in Washington contributed.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/newsom-trump-unrest-raids-immigration-protests-0cb6a74e6ddad6b6d767eb47509182a7



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    U.S. News

    Trump administration's use of troops to help with immigration raids faces test in court




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                

    

    
        

    


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 10 | 
            Protests over federal immigration enforcement raids and President Donald Trump's move to mobilize the National Guard and Marines in Los Angeles are spreading nationwide. Demonstrations were held Wednesday in cities including Spokane and Seattle, Washington, and Las Vegas.
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            The California National Guard is conducting training on civil unrest in Los Alamitos, California, following several days of protests against immigration raids in Los Angeles. (AP video: Eugene Garcia)
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            A demonstration in Los Angeles' civic center just before start of the city's downtown curfew on Wednesday briefly turned chaotic with police in riot gear -- many on horseback -- charged at a group, striking them with wooden rods.
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            Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass said that an overnight curfew for downtown neighborhoods will remain in effect indefinitely. Bass said officials would consider lifting the curfew if there are fewer arrests Wednesday night and that it also depends on the response by the federal government.
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            Protesters in Los Angeles are demanding an end to Trump's immigration crackdown, despite curfew and police response. (AP video: Mark Vancleave)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jaslyn Hernandez, daughter of a car wash worker, embraces her sister Kimberly Hernandez, and their uncle Juan Medina during a press conference with families of detained car wash workers Wednesday, June 11, 2025, in Culver City, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)]
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[image: Los Angeles Metro police on horseback disperse protesters on Wednesday, June 11, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)]
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            Los Angeles Metro police on horseback disperse protesters on Wednesday, June 11, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man shouts into a megaphone outside City Hall during a protest on Wednesday, June 11, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)]
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            A man shouts into a megaphone outside City Hall during a protest on Wednesday, June 11, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles police officers surround protesters under arrest on Wednesday, June 11, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)]
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            Los Angeles police officers surround protesters under arrest on Wednesday, June 11, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Protesters are loaded onto Los Angeles Police Department buses during a protest on Wednesday, June 11, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)]
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            Protesters are loaded onto Los Angeles Police Department buses during a protest on Wednesday, June 11, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- President Donald Trump's use of troops to help carry out intensified immigration raids faces its biggest challenge yet on Thursday, when a federal judge is set to weigh a request from California Gov. Gavin Newsom to put an emergency stop to the practice.
Newsom has warned that the military intervention is part of a broader effort by Trump to overturn norms at the heart of the nation's democracy. He also said that sending National Guard troops on the raids has further inflamed tensions in Los Angeles, where large and sometimes volatile protests have broken out since the crackdown began nearly a week ago.
The Trump administration on Wednesday called the lawsuit a "crass political stunt endangering American lives." A hearing is set for Thursday afternoon in San Francisco.
Demonstrations have picked up across the U.S., with protests emerging in more than a dozen major cities. On Wednesday, police in Seattle used pepper spray to clear out protesters, and officers in Denver used smoke and pepper balls to control a crowd.

    
Police in riot gear -- many on horseback -- charged at a group of protestors Wednesday night in LA just before the start of the second night of the city's downtown curfew. The officers struck some demonstrators with wooden rods and later fired crowd-control projectiles. After the curfew went into effect, a handful of arrests were made before the area cleared out.

    
Military involvement escalates in LA
The Trump administration has rapidly expanded military to deployments to Los Angeles over the past week and has said it is willing to send troops to other cities to assist with immigration enforcement and controlling disturbances -- in line with what Trump promised during last year's campaign.
Some 2,000 Guard soldiers are in the nation's second-largest city and are soon to be joined by 2,000 more, along with about 700 Marines, said Maj. Gen. Scott Sherman, who's in charge of the operation.
About 500 of the Guard troops deployed to the Los Angeles protests have been trained to accompany agents on immigration operations, the commander said Wednesday. The Guard has the authority to temporarily detain people who attack officers, but any arrests must be made by law enforcement.
While some troops have already gone on such missions, he said it's too early to say if that will continue even after the protests die down.
"We are expecting a ramp-up," Sherman said, noting that protests across the nation were being discussed. "I'm focused right here in LA, what's going on right here. But you know, I think we're, we're very concerned."
States face questions on deploying troops
With more demonstrations expected over the weekend, and the possibility that Trump could send troops to other states for immigration enforcement, governors are weighing what to do.
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, a Republican, has put 5,000 National Guard members on standby in cities where demonstrations are planned. In other Republican-controlled states, governors have not said when or how they're planning to deploy troops for protests.
A group of Democratic governors earlier this week signed a statement calling Trump's deployments "an alarming abuse of power."
"Illinois follows the law. But let me be clear: We expect the federal government to follow the law too," Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker said Thursday during a Capitol Hill hearing on state immigration policies. "We will not participate in abuses of power."

    
Mayors plead for end to immigration crackdown

Dozens of mayors from across the Los Angeles region banded together Wednesday to demand that the Trump administration end the stepped-up immigration raids and stop using military troops alongside agents.
"I'm asking you, please listen to me, stop terrorizing our residents," said Brenda Olmos, vice mayor of Paramount, who said she was hit by rubber bullets over the weekend. "You need to stop these raids."
Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass said the raids spread fear at the behest of the White House and that the city's nightly curfew would remain in effect as long as necessary. It covers a section of downtown where the protests have been concentrated in the sprawling city.

    
"If there are raids that continue, if there are soldiers marching up and down our streets, I would imagine that the curfew will continue," Bass said.
Those who have been caught up in the nationwide raids at car washes and home improvement stores include asylum seekers, people who overstayed their visas and migrants awaiting their day in immigration court. 

    
Hundreds have been arrested in LA protests 
Los Angeles police have made nearly 400 arrests and detentions since Saturday, the vast majority of which were for failing to leave the area at the request of law enforcement, according to the police department.
There have been a handful of more serious charges, including for assault against police officers and for possession of a Molotov cocktail and a gun. Nine police officers have been hurt, mostly with minor injures. Some were transported to a hospital and released.
___

Golden reported from Seattle. Associated Press writers Julie Watson in San Diego, Jesse Bedayn in Denver, and Jim Vertuno in Austin, Texas, contributed to this report.
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    Supreme Court revives lawsuit from Atlanta family whose home was wrongly raided by the FBI




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Trina Martin, left, and Toi Cliatt sit for a portrait inside the home the FBI mistakenly raided in 2017, in Atlanta, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Sudhin Thanawala)]
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            Trina Martin, left, and Toi Cliatt sit for a portrait inside the home the FBI mistakenly raided in 2017, in Atlanta, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Sudhin Thanawala)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Toi Cliatt talks about the raid in the bedroom where he and then-girlfriend Trina Martin were sleeping when the FBI broke into their home, in Atlanta, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Sudhin Thanawala, File)]
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            Toi Cliatt talks about the raid in the bedroom where he and then-girlfriend Trina Martin were sleeping when the FBI broke into their home, in Atlanta, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Sudhin Thanawala, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Atlanta home where Trina Martin, her then-boyfriend Toi Cliatt and her 7-year-old son were living when the FBI broke down the door and stormed in, is seen April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Sudhin Thanawala, File)]
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[image: Supreme Court is seen on Capitol Hill in Washington, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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            Supreme Court is seen on Capitol Hill in Washington, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            LINDSAY WHITEHURST

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- An Atlanta family whose home was wrongly raided by the FBI will get a new day in court, the Supreme Court ruled unanimously on Thursday. 
The decision revives a lawsuit filed after a predawn 2017 raid in which armed members of an FBI SWAT team smashed in a front door and set off a flashbang grenade, pointing guns at a couple and terrifying a 7-year-old boy before realizing they were in the wrong house. 
The FBI team quickly apologized and left for the right place, with the team leader later saying that his personal GPS device had led him to the wrong address. But Trina Martin and her then-boyfriend, Toi Cliatt, and her son were left with lasting trauma and a damaged home.
Martin and Cliatt filed a lawsuit against the federal government accusing the agents of assault and battery, false arrest and other violations. While the government is typically immune from lawsuits, they are allowed in some cases. Congress changed the law specifically to allow suits over wrong-house raids after a pair of them made headlines in the 1970s, their lawyers said. 

    
But lower courts tossed out the case. 



    
        




    




Public interest groups from across the political spectrum urged the justices to overturn the ruling from the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, saying it severely narrows the legal path for people to file law enforcement accountability cases against the federal government.

    
    
    
The high court ruled narrowly, reversing the appeals court on one of the issues in the case. The justices said it was wrong to toss out the case based on the Supremacy Clause, which says federal laws supersede state laws when the two conflict. 
The federal law at the center of this case actually refers back to state law, Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote. While the government is typically immune from lawsuits, it allows those claims in some situations that would create liability under state law. 

    
"Congress has entered the field and expressly bound the federal government to accept liability under state tort law on the same terms as a 'private individual,'" Gorsuch wrote. 
That means there's no need to involve the Supremacy Clause, and the case should move forward, the justices said. The ruling sends the case back to the 11th Circuit, which will continue to weigh other questions raised by the case.

One of those questions is when the government can be held liable for mistakes made by law enforcement officers in the line of duty. In a concurrence joined by Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, Justice Sonia Sotomayor suggested that raids on wrong houses likely aren't the kind of mistakes that are immune from liability. 
Lawyers at the nonprofit Institute for Justice said they're looking forward to "continuing the fight."
In a brief telephone interview, Trina Martin said she was ecstatic.
"Between laughing and crying, I can't stop," she said. "If the Supreme Court can say they're wrong, it gives me all the hope in the world."
___ 
Associated Press writer Sudhin Thanawala in Atlanta contributed to this story. 
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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            Republicans in Congress called several Democratic governors to Washington on Thursday to question them over policies limiting cooperation with federal immigration authorities.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker and New York Gov. Kathy Hochul are sworn in during a House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform hearing, Thursday, June 12, 2025, at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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[image: Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker, center, speaks, as Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, left, and New York Gov. Kathy Hochul, right, sit nearby during a House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform hearing, Thursday, June 12, 2025, at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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[image: Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker and New York Gov. Kathy Hochul attend a House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform hearing, Thursday, June 12, 2025, at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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[image: Demonstrators hold signs and chant during a protest against deportation by Immigration and Customs Enforcement in New York, Wednesday, June 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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[image: Demonstrators hold signs during a protest against recent immigration raids on the Lake Street-Marshall Bridge on Wednesday, June 11, 2025, in Minneapolis, Minn. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)]
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            JOEY CAPPELLETTI and DAVID A. LIEB

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As President Donald Trump spars with California's governor over immigration enforcement, Republicans in Congress called other Democratic governors to the Capitol on Thursday to question them over policies limiting cooperation with federal immigration authorities.
Members of the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform sat in front of large, full-color posters showing men who they said were in the country without legal permission when they were arrested for crimes in Illinois, Minnesota and New York -- home of the governors testifying before the committee. 
Committee Chairman Rep. James Comer began the hearing by introducing the family of a young woman killed in a hit-and-run traffic crash in Illinois, suggesting its sanctuary policies had facilitated the illegal presence of the driver of the other vehicle. 

    
"Sanctuary polices do not protect Americans, they protect criminal illegal aliens," Comer said. 
Republican Congress members clashed repeatedly with the Democratic governors, often recounting descriptions of violent crimes allegedly committed by immigrants in the U.S. illegally who were not previously detained by local police.



    
        




    




At one point, Democratic Rep. Melanie Stansbury, of New Mexico, interjected to denounce the "theatrics."
"Welcome everyone to the Oversight reality TV show," Stansbury said. "I know Mr. Trump loves loves himself some good TV, and today is not disappointing."

    
    
    
There's no legal definition of a sanctuary jurisdiction, but the term generally refers to governments with policies limiting cooperation with federal immigration authorities. Courts previously have upheld the legality of such laws.
But Trump's administration has sued Colorado, Illinois, New York and several cities -- including Chicago and Rochester, New York -- asserting their policies violate the U.S. Constitution or federal law. 

    
Illinois, Minnesota and New York also were among 14 states and hundreds of cities and counties recently listed by the Department of Homeland Security as "sanctuary jurisdictions defying federal immigration law." The list later was removed from the department's website after criticism that it errantly included some local governments that support Trump's immigration policies.
As Trump steps up immigration enforcement, some Democratic-led states have intensified their resistance by strengthening state laws restricting cooperation with immigration agents. Following clashes between crowds of protesters and immigration agents in Los Angeles, Trump deployed the National Guard to protect federal buildings and agents, and California Gov. Gavin Newsom accused Trump of declaring "a war" on the underpinnings of American democracy. 
"As we speak, an American city has been militarized over the objections of their governor," New York Gov. Kathy Hochul said. "At the outset, I just want to say that this is a flagrant abuse of power."
Some of the most fiery exchanges involved Hochul and Republicans from her home state. Republican Rep. Elise Stefanik, who has been named as a potential 2026 gubernatorial candidate in New York, described instances in which she said people were raped, molested and burned alive by immigrants who had entered or remained in the U.S. illegally.

    
"You are not advocating on behalf of these victims, you are shielding illegals," Stefanik said to Hochul while interrupting the governor's attempted responses. 
Hochul said the crimes were "horrific" and "heartbreaking" and insisted "we cooperate with ICE; we cooperate with law enforcement" in criminal cases. 
Republican Rep. Nick Langworthy, of New York, later implied that Hochul's policies were partly to blame for the death of University of Georgia student Laken Riley, who was killed last year by a Venezuelan man who had entered the U.S. illegally. According to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the man had been arrested by New York police in 2023 but was released before ICE could ask New York officials to hold him. 
Gubernatorial orders prohibit New York officials from inquiring about or disclosing a person's immigration status to federal authorities, unless required by law.

    
Hochul said law enforcement officers still can cooperate with federal immigration authorities when people are convicted of or under investigation for crimes. Since she took office in 2021, Hochul said the state has initiated the transfer of more than 1,300 incarcerated noncitizens to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement at the completion of their state sentences.
"What we don't do is civil immigration enforcement -- that's the federal government's job," Hochul said. 
The House Oversight Committee has long been a partisan battleground, and in recent months it has turned its focus to immigration policy. Thursday's hearing follows a similar one in March in which the Republican-led committee questioned the Democratic mayors of Chicago, Boston, Denver and New York about sanctuary policies.

    
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, the first to testify, rejected the assertion that Minnesota is a sanctuary state. It has no statewide law protecting immigrants in the U.S. illegally from deportation, though Minneapolis and St. Paul both restrict the extent to which police and city employees can cooperate with immigration enforcement.
"Enforcing immigration law is not the role of local and state governments," said Walz, who sent out a political fundraising email touting his congressional testimony.
Some laws signed by Walz have secured benefits for people regardless of immigration status. But at least one of those is getting rolled back. The Minnesota Legislature, meeting in a special session, passed legislation Monday to repeal a 2023 law that allowed adults in the U.S. illegally to be covered under a state-run health care program for the working poor. Walz insisted on maintaining eligibility for children who aren't in the country legally,
Heavily Democratic Chicago has been a sanctuary city for decades. In 2017, then-Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner, a Republican, signed legislation creating statewide protections for immigrants. The Illinois Trust Act prohibits police from searching, arresting or detaining people solely because of their immigration status. But it allows local authorities to hold people for federal immigration authorities if there's a valid criminal warrant.
Gov. JB Pritzker, who succeeded Rauner in 2019, said that violent criminals "have no place on our streets, and if they are undocumented, I want them out of Illinois and out of our country."
"Illinois follows the law. But let me be clear, we expect the federal government to follow the law too," added Pritzker, who has been among Trump's most outspoken opponents and is considered a potential 2028 presidential candidate. "We will not participate in abuses of power. We will not violate court orders."
___

Lieb reported from Jefferson City, Mo. Also contributing were Associated Press writers Anthony Izaguirre in Albany, N.Y.; Steve Karnowski in St. Paul, Minn.; and Sophia Tareen in Chicago.
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    US Open underway with high expectations for Scheffler and a tough test for all




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Matt Vogt tees off on the second hole during the first round of the U.S. Open golf tournament at Oakmont Country Club Thursday, June 12, 2025, in Oakmont, Pa. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: A person uses a rake to maintain the course before the start of the first round of U.S. Open golf tournament at Oakmont Country Club Thursday, June 12, 2025, in Oakmont, Pa. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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            By 
            DOUG FERGUSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        OAKMONT, Pa. (AP) -- The first shot of the 125th U.S. Open on Thursday embodied so much of what this championship is about. Matt Vogt, an Indiana dentist who went through 54 holes of qualifying, sent his tee shot soaring into the rough at Oakmont.
Vogt, who once caddied at Oakmont before moving on to root canals, managed to use the severe slope of the first fairway for his ball to tumble onto the green for a par.
There are high expectations everywhere at the major known as the toughest test in golf -- for Scottie Scheffler, the world No. 1; for Bryson DeChambeau, the defending champion; and for everyone to face an Oakmont course reputed to be the toughest in the land.
"Oakmont is relentless," said John Bodenhamer, the chief championships officer at the USGA who sets up the course. "There's no let up. It's a grind. That's the U.S. Open."

    
The USGA is particularly fond of Oakmont, a big reason why the U.S. Open returns to his course for a record 10th time.
It has been on the minds of all 156 players -- from Scheffler and Masters champion Rory McIlroy to the 15 amateurs, and for the 16 players, like Vogt, who had to make it through 18 holes of local qualifying and then 36 holes.



    
        




    




Zac Blair had the first birdie of this championship, holing a putt from nearly 45 feet on the 10th hole after starting his round on the back nine. 
Alistair Docherty suffered the first of what figures to be plenty of crashes. From just short of the 10th green, it took him two hacks to get it out of the cabbage-like rough, the second chip rolling and rolling some 12 feet by the hole.

That's what Oakmont does -- thick, gnarly rough and some of the fastest putting surfaces around. The USGA pointed out on the eve of the championship that only 27 of the 1,385 players who have competed in a major championship at Oakmont finished under par. 
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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    PSG aims for Club World Cup glory after historic Champions League win




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: PSG's Desire Doue scores his side's second goal past Inter Milan's Federico Dimarco, left, during the Champions League final soccer match between Paris Saint-Germain and Inter Milan at the Allianz Arena in Munich, Germany, Saturday, May 31, 2025. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)]
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[image: Teammates celebrate with Inter Miami forward Lionel Messi (10), center, after he scored his side's second goal against Columbus Crew during the first half of an MLS soccer match, Saturday, May 31, 2025, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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[image: Atletico Madrid's Julian Alvarez shoots to score the opening goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Atletico Madrid and Slovan Bratislava at Riyadh Air Metropolitano stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)]
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[image: Edinson Cavani of Argentina's Boca Juniors strikes the ball during a Copa Sudamericana Group D soccer match against Bolivia's Nacional Potosi at La Bombonera stadium in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File(]
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[image: Los Angeles FC players celebrate a goal by Igor Jesus during the second half of a FIFA Club World Cup play-in soccer match against the Club America, Saturday, May 31, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)]
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            By 
            JAMES ROBSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Just weeks after winning the Champions League for the first time in its history, Paris Saint-Germain's eyes are now fixed on FIFA's shiny new Club World Cup.
The newly-crowned European champion can add the world title to a trophy haul that also included a French league and cup double this season.
"We want to finish the season in style with the cherry on the cake," coach Luis Enrique said.
PSG had already qualified for the rebooted Club World Cup in the United States, but its Champions League triumph may still have come as a relief to FIFA.
That's because, while the winner of the bumper tournament will officially be crowned the best club soccer team in the world, there are some notable absentees from the 32-team roster.

    
Some big names are missing
The Club World Cup will be without the champion of the most popular league in the world -- the Premier League -- given Liverpool's failure to meet the qualifying criteria. 
The same goes for Barcelona and Napoli -- champions of Spain and Italy, respectively. 
No place either for current Asian champion Al-Ahli from Saudi Arabia or Pyramids -- the African champion from Egypt.
FIFA likely breathed a sigh of relief then when PSG and Inter Milan advanced to the final of the Champions League, with both teams having already secured their place at the Club World Cup via ranking points for recent runs in Europe's top club competition. Had either of the losing semifinalists -- Barcelona or Arsenal -- gone on to lift the trophy, then the flagship new tournament would have been without the reigning champion of Europe as well.



    
        




    




The qualifying criteria were based on winners of continental trophies in the four years prior to the tournament, but not including the season directly before it. 

    
    
    
That's why Chelsea -- Champions League winner in 2021 -- has a seat at the table despite finishing fourth in the Premier League last month. Chelsea is arriving at the Club World Cup with a new team, coach and even owners since it won the Champions League four years ago.
The club is one of 12 from Europe, including stellar names like Real Madrid, PSG, Manchester City, Bayern Munich, Inter and Juventus. 

    
South American clubs are Europe's top rivals
Some of Latin America's biggest teams are in the tournament -- including reigning Copa Libertadores champion Botafogo from Brazil. Three other Brazilian teams have qualified: Palmeiras, Flamengo and Fluminense.
Argentina's famous rivals River Plate and Boca Juniors will also be there -- and are expected to be backed by thousands of fans traveling to the U.S.
It is the Latin American contingent that likely will likely present the biggest challenge to the European teams. 
"Everyone wants to compete -- the question is how you prepare to win, to try to win. That's what challenges me," said Marcelo Gallardo, River Plate head coach. "I want to win. I don't want to just go and see what happens."

    
Will it work?
FIFA president Gianni Infantino believes the tournament is what the sport has been waiting for -- a world championship for club soccer. 
"For the first time in history, the 32 best clubs in the world will compete in a tournament to determine finally who is the best club in the world," he said this week.
In its previous format, which involved a mini-tournament of just seven teams instead of 32, it never fully captured global interest. Played in the middle of the season for Europe's top leagues, it had the feel of an exhibition, rather than a serious tournament. European teams dominated the modern era, winning all but one of the last 17 editions.
The new format will be a much more exacting examination of the eventual winner -- not least because there are so many teams from Europe, but also because there has been a marked drive to improve levels in countries like the U.S. and Saudi Arabia following a slew of star signings such as Lionel Messi, who has transformed Inter Miami. 
However, it remains unclear how much of an appetite there is among fans for another elite tournament in a calendar that is already saturated.
Details on ticket sales have not been released, but prices have dropped as the tournament has drawn closer and seats for the opening game between Al Ahly and Inter Miami on Saturday were still available this week.

    
Marriott Bonvoy, a U.S. Soccer Federation partner, has been offering free tickets to some of its elite members for some games.
It also remains to be seen what the television viewing figures will be, with the tournament broadcast globally on streaming service DAZN, which has also made 24 matches available with English-language commentary to TNT in the U.S.
Eye-catching matches
Al Ahly vs. Inter Miami, June 14, Miami
Five years after its MLS debut, Inter Miami -- the team owned by David Beckham -- will kick off in the first game of the Club World Cup. Its opponent in the opener is Egypt's Al Ahly -- the winner of a record 12 African championships. It's likely to be party time at the Hard Rock Stadium, but the chance of Al Ahly spoiling Miami's big day is very real. 

    
PSG vs. Atletico Madrid, June 15, Los Angeles
It will be an early test for PSG against Atletico. This is the type of match that could grace the later stages of any Champions League campaign between two of Europe's finest. 
Chelsea vs. LAFC, June 16, Atlanta
LAFC got in through the back door via a playoff against Club America of Mexico and its reward is an opening game against two-time Champions League winner Chelsea.
Real Madrid vs. Al-Hilal, June 18, Miami
The anticipation around this one would have been so much more intense had Saudi Arabian club Al-Hilal not released Neymar in January, but it still has other star signings like striker Aleksandar Mitrovic. Madrid has a new coach in Xabi Alonso, who can get off to a flying start by winning the world title.
PSG vs. Botafogo, June 19, Los Angeles
Champions League winner against the reigning Copa Libertadores champion. This is the type of match that would have been the final in the tournament's previous guise -- the best of Europe vs. the best of Latin America.
Bayern Munich vs. Boca Juniors, June 20, Miami
Two soccer giants from different continents clash at the Hard Rock Stadium. This is what this tournament is all about. Expect an electric atmosphere with Boca's fans likely to massively outnumber those cheering on German champion Bayern. 
Inter Milan vs. River Plate, June 25, Seattle
Another clash of continental titans. Champions League runner-up Inter takes on Argentine giant River Plate.
Juventus vs. Manchester City, June 26, Orlando

City may have relinquished its Premier League title and ended the season empty-handed for the first time eight years, but there's still chance for Pep Guardiola to salvage the campaign with the world title. 
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    Wimbledon announces record $73M prize fund and $4M for singles champions




                    

                

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- Wimbledon's prize money has risen to a record 53.5 million pounds (about $73 million) and the singles champions will each earn three million pounds ($4 million), All England Club officials announced on Thursday.
The total amount is 3.5 million pounds ($6.8 million) more than last year, an increase of 7% -- and exactly twice the pot handed out to competitors at the grass-court Grand Slam 10 years ago.
"We're immensely proud of the fact that if you look back 10 years, you can see the increase over that period and 7% this year," All England chair Deborah Jevans said. "And we have listened to the players, we have engaged with the players."
The 2025 winners' checks represent an 11.1% jump on last year's prizes for the men's and women's singles champions and comes amid growing player demands for a bigger share of grand slam profits.

    
Players who lose in the first round of singles will get 66,000 pounds, up 10% year on year.
"The focus on just the prize money at four events, the Grand Slams, does not get to the heart of what the challenge is for tennis," Jevans added.
"The challenge with tennis is the fact that the players don't have an offseason which they want, they have increasing injuries that they're speaking about, and we've always said that we as Wimbledon are willing to engage and talk with the tours to try and find solutions, and that door remains open."

Wimbledon starts on June 30 and runs until July 13. For the first time in the oldest Grand Slam, line judges will be replaced with electronic line-calling.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    White shirts. Black ties. Bald caps. Pitbull's fans party like clones worldwide
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            During his tour dates in London, Pitbull says it's "flattering" and "unbelievable" that fans flock to his concerts around the world wearing bald caps and suits. (June 10)
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            Music icon Pitbull is very appreciative of his fans dressing up like him, saying their support is "a blessing." (June 11)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pitbull performs in concert on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London.(Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Fans gather in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: A Pitbull mask on a beer pong table on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Fans dance in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Fans exit North Greenwich Station prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            By 
            HILARY FOX

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- Londoners have reported thousands of sightings of Pitbull this week. With that bald head, goatee and suit, he's pretty hard to miss.
On closer inspection, though, it becomes clear that Mr. Worldwide is not actually everywhere all at once -- in his stead, those are clones swarming London, on their way to the O2 Arena to see him onstage. That goatee? Drawn on. That bare head? Bald caps, in lieu of a dramatic shave.
More than two decades into his career, the Miami superstar whose hits -- from "Hotel Room Service" to "Timber" and "Give Me Everything" to "El Taxi" -- have become permanent playlist staples of weddings, bar mitzvahs and, yes, the club is stoking a growing fan frenzy in the U.K. and beyond. He started noticing the odd look-alike or two at concerts back in 2021, emerging from the pandemic-era lockdowns.



    
        




    




"Maybe out of 20,000 people coming to the show, 30,000 coming to show, you'll see a thousand," he says of what happened next.
But that's before he hit the U.K.
"We jumped the pond and we ended up in London and it was just something else. It was definitely a whole new movement, took it to a whole new level," Pitbull told The Associated Press, the day after Monday's show in London.

    


    
    
    
The phenomenon is something that has rapidly grown from a minority to the majority -- or from a negative to a positive, as Pitbull is known to say. Unlike the celebrity look-alike contests that reward uncanny resemblance to the likes of Timothee Chalamet, Glen Powell or even Ernest Hemingway, it's less about the ability to grow the right facial hair and more about the vibe. After all, the vast majority of those dressed up at Monday's concert were women. (Pitbelles, one could say.)

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fans dance in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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These wannabe clones were spotted on the underground to North Greenwich, where they proceeded to dance outside the arena to a live DJ set for hours before the show even started. Photos were taken in front of a giant poster of Pitbull and goatees were carefully colored in on friends' faces before, finally, the sunglasses went on. Rebecca Petrie and Jamie Lee Hart spent hours online to get tickets, traveling from Scotland for the gig. They suggested that girls are more drawn to dressing up than guys.

    
"Women are more brave," Hart said. And Pitbull appreciates that.
"To have more women in the crowd, it just goes to show you that they are feeling what the most powerful woman in my life has taught me on stage," he says, referencing his mother, "which is a gentleman that knows how to have a good time. Sometimes a little naughty, sometimes a little nice, but more than anything a good person that will do the right thing to the best of my ability."

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fans gather in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: A Pitbull mask on a beer pong table on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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Videos from Pitbull's London show in February flooded social media with a decent number of look-alikes vibing out to tracks like "On the Floor" and "Fireball." When additional June shows for his "Party After Dark" tour went on sale, ticket buyers got the memo: Dress up or stand out as one of the few who didn't. Indeed, the floor of the arena on Monday looked like a sea of baked beans, courtesy the bald caps, while the stands looked like the destination of an unlikely school trip, with rows after rows of white shirts and black ties askew.

    
"If you're going to go to a Pitbull concert you need to really feel his energy and you can't do that without a bald cap and a suit," attendee Keeley James Elliot said, while posing with Mr. Worldwide-inspired inflated globes outside the venue.
Expect similar scenes at his upcoming Europe dates, as he winds his way through Paris, Prague and Poland. He'll jaunt back to the U.S. for dates in South Dakota, Las Vegas and a stop at the Iowa State Fair, before making his way to Australia in October. The 305 may be an area code, but it reaches far beyond South Florida.

Fans should know that Pitbull wholeheartedly appreciates their efforts and makes sure to watch the crowds arriving for the show. He too is a fan -- of them: "To have people out here feeling that good dressed up as me -- man, unbelievable."
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                    Entertainment

    Dua Lipa confirms long-speculated engagement to actor Callum Turner




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dua Lipa, left, and Callum Turner attend The Metropolitan Museum of Art's Costume Institute benefit gala on May 5, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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            By 
            MARIA SHERMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Dua Lipa has confirmed her engagement to the English actor Callum Turner, months after speculation began.
She went on the record about the engagement in a cover story for British Vogue's July issue, published Thursday, calling it "very exciting." The 29-year-old said she was obsessed with the ring Turner had made for her.
"It's so me. It's nice to know the person that you're going to spend the rest of your life with knows you very well," she told the magazine. 
Fans had theorized the ring Lipa began sporting in photos at the end of December signaled an engagement, but the pair did not publicly confirm the rumor for months, even after appearing together at last month's Met Gala. Lipa says they haven't set wedding plans yet -- she's still on tour and Turner is filming, "so we're just enjoying this period," she told British Vogue, adding that they try not to spend more than 2 1/2 weeks apart.

    
Images of Lipa and Turner, 35, together began surfacing in January 2024. She told British Vogue that they had initially met at a London restaurant, before reconnecting during a dinner in L.A., where they learned they were both reading the same book: Hernan Diaz's "Trust," a Pulitzer Prize winner. (Lipa runs the influential Service95 Book Club.)



    
        




    




The London-born, British Albanian powerhouse is credited with revitalizing a kind of energetic disco-pop sound in the mainstream, beginning with the release of her 2017 self-titled album and carrying throughout 2020's "Future Nostalgia" and 2024's "Radical Optimism."

    
    
    
"Dance music has such a long history of creating such a safe space. And I just want to embody that," she told The Associated Press last year.
Across her career, Lipa has won three Grammys and boasts five top 10 hits on the Billboard Hot 100: 2017's "New Rules," 2019's "Don't Start Now," 2020's "Levitating," 2021's "Cold Heart (PNAU Remix)" with Elton John, and 2023's "Dance the Night," from the star-studded "Barbie" soundtrack.

Turner is known for his roles in the "Fantastic Beasts" movies as well as the George Clooney-directed "The Boys in the Boat" and World War ll drama series "Masters of the Air" on Apple TV+.
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                    Entertainment

    Willie Nelson keeps living the life he loves at 92. 'I'm not through with it yet'




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Musician Willie Nelson performing ahead of event for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a rally in Houston, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)]
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[image: This album cover image released by Sony shows "Oh What A Beautiful World" by Willie Nelson. (Sony via AP)]
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            This album cover image released by Sony shows "Oh What A Beautiful World" by Willie Nelson. (Sony via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Willie Nelson, left, and Kris Kristofferson perform on stage at the 56th annual Grammy Awards on Jan. 26, 2014, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Matt Sayles/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: Bobbie Nelson performs at the Heartbreaker Banquet on March 19, 2015, in Spicewood, TX. (Photo by Rich Fury/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: Willie Nelson performs at Farm Aid 30 in Chicago on Sept. 19, 2015. (Photo by Rob Grabowski/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: This Nov. 20, 2012 file photo shows country music legend Willie Nelson on NBC's "Today" show in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)]
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            This Nov. 20, 2012 file photo shows country music legend Willie Nelson on NBC's "Today" show in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Willie Nelson performs at New York's Radio City Music Hall Thursday night in the first of six sold-out concerts, May 25, 1984. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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            By 
            ANDREW DALTON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Willie Nelson's 90th birthday celebration at the Hollywood Bowl could have been mistaken for a retirement party. 
But two years later at 92, he's working as much as ever. Not that retirement would look much different. The life he loves is making music with his friends, even after outliving so many dear ones. 
Nelson will be on the road again with Bob Dylan when the Outlaw Music Festival resumes for the second leg of its 10th year starting on June 20 in Clarkston, Michigan
Asked if he'd ever like his life to get the feature film treatment that Dylan did last year with "A Complete Unknown, " Nelson said, "I've heard some talk about it. But I'm not through with it yet." 
Nelson spoke to The Associated Press in a phone interview from Hawaii's Oahu. 
"Bob's a good friend," Nelson said. "And I'll be glad to let him headline." 
The tour is one part of a loaded year. It'll lead right up to the 40th anniversary of Farm Aid in September. This spring, Nelson released his 77th studio album. And he's added a new THC tonic, Willie's Remedy, to his wide world of weed products. 

    
    
    
An all-Crowell album
Nelson has always loved singing the songs of his friends as much as if not more than the ones he writes himself. In 1979, he released "Willie Nelson Sings Kristofferson," a full album of the work of his friend Kris Kristofferson, who died last year.
He has similar love for the songs of his friend Rodney Crowell. Nelson has long performed Crowell's "Til I Gain Control Again," which he called "one of the best country songs that I think I've ever heard." Now he's released a whole album of Crowell tunes, "Oh What a Beautiful World."
"So far he hasn't written one that I don't like," Nelson said.
The album comes on the 50th anniversary of "Red Headed Stranger," the album that many consider Nelson's masterpiece. A breakthrough for him at age 42, it took him from respected journeyman to beloved superstar. 
Nelson said he's already begun work on album number 78, but declines to share its direction. 

    
Willie's Family band, old and new, still with no set list 
As Nelson returns to the road, the only surviving member of the classic lineup of his Family band is Mickey Raphael, 73, whose harmonica has duetted for decades with the Willie warble. 
Bassist Bee Spears died in 2011. Guitarist and backup singer Jody Payne died in 2013. Drummer Paul English died in 2020. And Nelson's sister Bobbie Nelson, his only sibling and his piano player, died in 2022. 
But the band he takes on the road now is just as familial in its own way. It often includes his sons Lukas and Micah. English's brother Billy plays the drums. The son of Payne and singer Sammi Smith, Waylon Payne, plays guitar. 
They collectively keep up with Nelson's wants and whims on stage. One thing the live show never includes is a set list. He refuses to use them. Band members -- and sound guys, and lighting guys -- have to stay on their toes and be ready for anything. 
"I'd rather play it off the top of my head, because I can read the crowd pretty good," Nelson said. "They jump in there."
The list-less set lately has included classics like "Whiskey River" (always the opener, no guessing to be done there,) and "Bloody Mary Morning" along with newer adoptees like Tom Waits' "Last Leaf," a song that perfectly expresses Nelson's survivor status. 

    
"I'm the last leaf on the tree," Nelson sings in the song that leads his 2024 album of the same name. "The autumn took the rest, but it won't take me." 
"My son Micah found that for me," Nelson said. "I really love the song, and the audience likes it, it's one of the real good ones."
He's also been performing songs written by Micah, who records and performs as Particle Boy. 
One favorite, "Everything Is B- - - - - -t," seems to stand in contrast to the gospel standards like "I'll Fly Away" and "Will The Circle Be Unbroken" that he often plays a few minutes later. Willie disagrees. 
"It's all gospel," he says with a laugh.
Farm Aid turns 40 

September will bring the 40th anniversary addition of Farm Aid, the annual festival to support family farmers, which Nelson founded with Neil Young and John Mellencamp, He performs there annually. It was inspired by one-off charity concerts like "Live Aid," but became an annual institution, rotating each year to a different farm-adjacent city. It's in Minneapolis this year. 
Asked his favorite, he said, "They've all been good, for different reasons. The first one was great, the last one was great."
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    A look at Boeing's recent troubles after Air India crash




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Boeing logo is displayed at the company's factory, Sept. 24, 2024, in Renton, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]
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    > Follow live updates on the Air India plane crash. 


    


The crash of a Boeing 787 passenger jet in India minutes after takeoff on Thursday is putting the spotlight back on a beleaguered manufacturer though it was not immediately clear why the plane crashed. 
The Air India 787 went down in the northwestern city of Ahmedabad with more than 240 people aboard shortly after takeoff, authorities said. It was the first fatal crash since the plane, also known as the Dreamliner, went into service in 2009, according to the Aviation Safety Network database. Boeing shares fell more than 5% in pre-market trading.
The 787 was the first airliner to make extensive use of lithium ion batteries, which are lighter, recharge faster and can hold more energy than other types of batteries. In 2013 the 787 fleet was temporarily grounded because of overheating of its lithium-ion batteries, which in some cases sparked fires.



    
        




    




737 Max
The Max version of Boeing's best-selling 737 airplane has been the source of persistent troubles for Boeing after two of the jets crashed. The crashes, one in Indonesia in 2018 and another in Ethiopia in 2019, killed 346. 
The problem stemmed from a sensor providing faulty readings that pushed the nose down, leaving pilots unable to regain control. After the second crash, Max jets were grounded worldwide until the company redesigned the system. 
Last month, the Justice Department reached a deal to allow Boeing to avoid criminal prosecution for allegedly misleading U.S. regulators about the Max before the two crashes.
Worries about the plane flared up again after a door plug blew off a Max operated by Alaska Airlines, leading regulators to cap Boeing's production at 38 jets per month. 

    
    
    
Financial woes
Boeing posted a loss of $11.8 billion in 2024, bringing its total losses since 2019 to more than $35 billion. 
The company's financial problems were compounded by a strike by machinists who assemble the airplanes plane at its factories in Renton and Everett, Washington, which halted production at those facilities and hampered Boeing's delivery capability. 
For the first three months of 2025, Boeing reported a narrower loss of $31 million compared with the previous year. CEO Kelly Ortberg said Boeing made progress on stabilizing operations during the quarter. 

    
Orders and deliveries
The stepped-up government scrutiny and the workers' strike resulted in Boeing's aircraft deliveries sliding last year. 
Boeing said it supplied 348 jetliners in 2024, which was a third fewer than the 528 that it reported for the previous year. 
The company delivered less than half the number of commercial aircraft to customers than its main rival Airbus, which reported delivering 766 commercial jets in 2023. 

Still, Boeing's troubles haven't turned off airline customers from buying its jets. Last month the company secured big orders from two Middle Eastern customers. The deals included a $96 billion order for 787 and 777X jets from Qatar, which it said was the biggest order for 787s and wide body jets in the company's. 
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                    World News

    Boeing's troubled era has dimmed the prospects of a preeminent American manufacturer




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The debris of an airplane sticks out of a building after it crashed in India's northwestern city of Ahmedabad in Gujarat state, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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                                        A London-bound Air India plane carrying more than 240 people crashed shortly after takeoff Thursday. Authorities said there were no known survivors.
It was not immediately clear why Air India flight 171, a Boeing 787-8, crashed into a residential area five minutes after taking off. 
Boeing said it was aware of the reports of the crash and was "working to gather more information."
It was the first fatal crash of a Boeing 787, a widebody, twin-engine plane known as the Dreamliner. But it's the latest in a string of troubles for Boeing, most of them tied to the 737 Max, a different plane. 
Here is a timeline of key events for Boeing in recent years:
December 2009: The 787 Dreamliner makes its first flight, taking off from Paine Field in Everett, Washington. 
January 2013: 787s worldwide are grounded nearly three weeks after lithium ion batteries that are part of the planes led to a fire in one plane and smoke in a second.

    
August 2015: The first 737 Max plane rolls off the production line and within a year are undergoing flight tests. 
Oct. 29, 2018: Lion Air Flight 610, a Boeing 737 Max 8, plunges into the Java Sea off the coast of Indonesia minutes after takeoff from Jakarta, killing all 189 people on board. Questions arise over a new Boeing flight-control system called MCAS that Boeing did not disclose to pilots and airlines. Indonesian investigators say the Flight 610 pilots struggled for control as the automated system pushed the nose of the plane down more than two dozen times. 


March 1, 2019: Wall Street remains enamored with Boeing as commercial aircraft orders rocket. Shares of Boeing Co. close at an all-time high of $430.35.

    
    
    
March 10, 2019: Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302, a Boeing 737 Max 8, crashes after takeoff from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, killing 157 passengers and crew members. Shares of Boeing begin a long, downward slide and have yet to recover. 

    
March 2019: Within days of the second crash, the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration and regulators in nations around the world order the grounding of all 737 Max jets.
Dec. 23, 2019: Boeing ousts CEO Dennis Muilenburg, who was seen as pressuring the FAA to lift the Max grounding order.
Jan. 7, 2021: U.S. Justice Department charges Boeing with fraud but won't prosecute the company for misleading regulators about the 737 Max if it pays a $2.5 billion settlement.
Jan. 5, 2024: A panel covering an unused emergency exit blows off a 737 Max 9 during an Alaska Airlines flight. Pilots land the plane safely. 
Feb. 26, 2024: A panel of outside experts, convened after the two deadly crashes, reports Boeing's safety culture falls short despite the company's efforts to fix it.
March 11, 2024: A LATAM Airlines Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner flight between Australia and New Zealand suddenly plunges, injuring 50 people. Boeing tells airlines to inspect switches on pilots' seats after a published report said an accidental cockpit seat movement likely cause the rapid loss of altitude. 
March 25, 2024: Dave Calhoun, who replaced Muilenburg, says he will step down as CEO by year-end as part of a broader shakeup of Boeing leadership. 

    
July 7, 2024: Boeing agrees to plead guilty to conspiracy to defraud the U.S. government for misleading regulators who approved pilot-training standards for the Max.
July 31, 2024: Boeing names Kelly Ortberg as its new chief executive. Ortberg is a trained engineer and was CEO of aerospace supplier Rockwell Collins for eight years. Many see his appointment as an attempt by Boeing to get back to its roots. 
Sept 13, 2024: About 33,000 Boeing factory workers walk off the job in a strike that will cripple production at one of the preeminent manufacturers in the U.S. for almost two months. It is the first labor action taken against the company in 16 years. 

May 23, 2025: The Justice Department reaches a deal with Boeing that takes criminal prosecution off the table for allegedly misleading regulators about the 737 Max jetliner before the two fatal planes crashes. Boeing agreed to pay or invest more than $1.1 billion, including an additional $445 million for crash victims' families, removing the risk of a criminal conviction that would have jeopardized the company's status as a federal contractor. 
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                    Science

    Space station leak concerns will delay visit by astronauts from India, Poland and Hungary




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket with the Crew Dragon capsule stands ready for launch on pad 39A for a mission to the International Space Station at the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla., Wednesday, June 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Terry Renna)]
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            By 
            MARCIA DUNN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- A chartered spaceflight for India, Poland and Hungary's first astronauts in decades has been delayed indefinitely because of leak concerns at the International Space Station. 
NASA said Thursday that it wants to monitor the cabin pressure on the Russian side of the orbiting lab before accepting visitors. Officials stressed that the seven astronauts currently at the space station are safe and that other operations up there aren't affected. 
SpaceX was supposed to launch four private astronauts this week on a 14-day space station mission, but bad weather and SpaceX rocket trouble delayed the flight. Then the station leak issue cropped up. 
The Russian Space Agency has been dealing with a cabin pressure leak at the station, and recent repairs resulted in what NASA calls "a new pressure signature." Additional details were not immediately available.

    
The three Russians aboard the space station recently inspected the inside walls of the aging Zvezda service module, which was launched in 2000. They sealed some areas and measured the current leak rate. 
"Following this effort, the segment now is holding pressure," NASA said in an online update. 



    
        




    




The private mission's delay provides extra time for NASA and the Russian Space Agency "to evaluate the situation" and determine whether more repairs are needed.

    
    Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


The chartered flight was arranged by the Houston company Axiom Space, and was to be Axiom's fourth trip to the space station with paying customers since 2022.

    
    
    
"This is the right thing to do," Axiom Space's executive chairman Kam Ghaffarian said in a written statement. "We will continue to work with all of our partners to finalize a new launch date."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    A grassland bird eavesdrops on prairie dog calls to keep itself safe from predators




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This photo provided by the Smithsonian in June 2024 shows a prairie dog at the American Prairie nature preserve in Montana. (Roshan Patel/Smithsonian National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute via AP)]
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            This photo provided by the Smithsonian in June 2024 shows a prairie dog at the American Prairie nature preserve in Montana. (Roshan Patel/Smithsonian National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by the Smithsonian in June 2024, a long-billed curlew flies over the American Prairie reserve in Montana. (Andy Boyce/Smithsonian National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by the Smithsonian in June 2024, a long-billed curlew flies over the American Prairie reserve in Montana. (Andy Boyce/Smithsonian National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by the Smithsonian in June 2024, a long-billed curlew, bottom left, reacts to the "badgerinator," a simulated predator, during field research on prairie dog/long-billed curlew interactions at the American Prairie reserve in Montana. (Andrew Dreelin/Smithsonian National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by the Smithsonian in June 2024, a long-billed curlew, bottom left, reacts to the "badgerinator," a simulated predator, during field research on prairie dog/long-billed curlew interactions at the American Prairie reserve in Montana. (Andrew Dreelin/Smithsonian National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the Smithsonian in June 2024 shows a long-billed curlew at the Fort Belknap Indian Community in Montana. (Brett Kuxhausen/Smithsonian's National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute via AP)]
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            This photo provided by the Smithsonian in June 2024 shows a long-billed curlew at the Fort Belknap Indian Community in Montana. (Brett Kuxhausen/Smithsonian's National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            CHRISTINA LARSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Prairie dogs are the Paul Reveres of the Great Plains: They bark to alert neighbors to the presence of predators, with separate calls for dangers coming by land or by air. 
"Prairie dogs are on the menu for just about every predator you can think of"-- golden eagles, red-tailed hawks, foxes, badgers, even large snakes -- said Andy Boyce, a research ecologist in Montana at the Smithsonian's National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute.
Those predators will also snack on grassland nesting birds like the long-billed curlew.
To protect themselves, the curlews eavesdrop on the alarms coming from prairie dog colonies, according to research published Thursday in the journal Animal Behavior.
Previous research has shown birds frequently eavesdrop on other bird species to glean information about potential food sources or approaching danger, said Georgetown University ornithologist Emily Williams, who was not involved in the study. But, so far, scientists have documented only a few instances of birds eavesdropping on mammals. 

    
"That doesn't necessarily mean it's rare in the wild," she said, "it just means we haven't studied it yet."



    
        




    




Prairie dogs live in large colonies with a series of burrows that may stretch for miles underground. When they hear one each other's barks, they either stand alert watching or dive into their burrows to avoid approaching talons and claws.

    
    
    
"Those little barks are very loud -- they can carry quite a long way," said co-author Andrew Dreelin, who also works for the Smithsonian.
The long-billed curlew nests in short-grass prairie and incubates eggs on a ground nest. When one hears the prairie dog alarm, she responds by pressing her head, beak and belly close to the ground. 
In this crouched position, the birds "rely on the incredible camouflage of their feathers to become essentially invisible on the Plains," Dreelin said.

    
To test just how alert the birds were to prairie dog chatter, researchers created a fake predator by strapping a taxidermied badger onto a small remote-controlled vehicle. They sent this badger rolling over the prairie of north-central Montana toward curlew nests -- sometimes in silence and sometimes while playing recorded prairie dog barks. 
When the barks were played, curlews ducked into the grass quickly, hiding when the badger was around 160 feet (49 meters) away. Without the barks, the remote-controlled badger got within about 52 feet (16 meters) of the nests before the curlews appeared to sense danger.
"You have a much higher chance of avoiding predation if you go into that cryptic posture sooner -- and the birds do when they hear prairie dogs barking," said co-author Holly Jones, a conservation biologist at Northern Illinois University.
Prairie dogs are often thought of as "environmental engineers," she said, because they construct extensive burrows and nibble down prairie grass, keeping short-grass ecosystems intact. 
"But now we are realizing they are also shaping the ecosystems by producing and spreading information," she said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/prairie-dogs-birds-eavesdropping-warning-0430300793f1f0e267e07e9942fad2e9



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Science

    Emperor penguins show dramatic decline in one region of Antarctica, satellite photos show




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This undated photo provided by the British Antarctic Survey in January 2024 shows adult emperor penguins with a chick near Halley Research Station in Antarctica. (British Antarctic Survey via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The population of emperor penguins in one part of Antarctica appears to be declining faster than previously thought, according to a new analysis of satellite imagery released Tuesday.
The estimated population of 16 penguin colonies -- visible in satellite photos taken between 2009 and 2024 - had declined 22% during that period mainly because of climate change that's shrinking the amount of available sea ice. It's unclear whether this drop is seen across the continent, scientists said. 
"Sea ice is very important for the penguins because they breed on sea ice and forage on sea ice," said Peter Fretwell with British Antarctic Survey, who helped analyze the data. 
Scientists previously estimated that the total emperor penguin population declined about 10% across all of Antarctica over the past decade and a half. The latest survey included a region covering the Antarctic Peninsula, Weddell Sea and Bellingshausen Sea. 

    
"It's absolutely alarming that the numbers are so much worse than predicted," said Daniel Zitterbart, a penguin researcher at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, who was not involved in the study.



    
        




    




There are uncertainties in the latest estimate. The analysis relies on a calculation of how densely the penguins are clustered in each area where they're detected in a single satellite photo taken each year.
The colonies studied represent about 30% of the total emperor penguin population, which lives only in Antarctica. The loss of stable sea ice may be affecting the penguins in ways beyond shrinking their breeding grounds. 

    
    
    
"More predators like leopard seals and orcas may be able to come in closer to the colonies if sea ice breaks up earlier in the year," said Fretwell. 
Warming ocean temperatures and changing rainfall patterns may also impact the survival of penguin chicks, he added.
___
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                    U.S. News

    FACT FOCUS: A Craigslist ad is not proof of paid protesters in LA. It was posted as a prank




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Protesters prepare to launch projectiles during protests over the Trump administration's immigration raids in Los Angeles, Monday, June 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)]
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            Protesters prepare to launch projectiles during protests over the Trump administration's immigration raids in Los Angeles, Monday, June 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Protesters gather near the metropolitan detention center Monday, June 9, 2025, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)]
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[image: Los Angeles Police Department officers scuffle with demonstrators during a protest in response to a series of United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) raids, in Los Angeles, on Monday, June 9, 2025. (Stephen Lam/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)]
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            Los Angeles Police Department officers scuffle with demonstrators during a protest in response to a series of United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) raids, in Los Angeles, on Monday, June 9, 2025. (Stephen Lam/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police move protesters away from a van leaving the Federal Building in Santa Ana, Calif., on Monday, June 9, 2025. (Jeff Gritchen/The Orange County Register via AP)]
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                                        As demonstrations in Los Angeles over immigration raids unfolded in recent days, social media users falsely cited a Craigslist ad as evidence that protesters had been paid to participate.
"We are forming a select team of THE TOUGHEST dudes in the area," the ad, which is no longer live, read. "This unit will be activated only when the situation demands it -- BUT YOU GET PAID EVERY WEEK NO MATTER WHAT. high-pressure, high-risk, no room for hesitation. We need individuals who do not break, panic, or fold under stress and are basically kickass dudes." It offered $6,500-$12,500 in compensation per week.
But the ad was a prank, it is not related to the Los Angeles protests.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: A Craigslist ad seeking "the toughest badasses in the city" is proof that Los Angeles demonstrations over immigration raids are made up of paid protesters.

    
THE FACTS: This is false. The ad, which appeared in Craigslist's Los Angeles section for general labor jobs, was bait for a prank show and had nothing to do with the protests in Los Angeles, the ad's creator told The Associated Press. It was posted on Thursday, the day before the protests began. In a livestreamed episode on Friday, the show's hosts called and spoke with people who responded to the ad.



    
        




    




"I literally had no idea it was ever going to be connected to the riots. It was a really weird coincidence," said Joey LaFleur, who posted the ad on Craigslist.

    
    
    
The ad was developed as part of a new prank show called "Goofcon1," said LaFleur, who hosts the podcast with Logan Quiroz. On their show Friday, the day protests began, they spoke live on the phone with people who responded during Goofcon1's third episode. LaFleur noted during the episode that he also posted a more "militaristic" version of the ad in Craigslist's Austin section, but didn't get many responses.
Screenshots of the ad were used in social media posts on multiple platforms, cited as proof that those involved in the Los Angeles protests had been paid. The posts gained tens of thousands of likes, shares, and views.

    
"CALIFORNIA RIOT IS A FUNDED OPERATION," reads one X post sharing the ad. "Destabilizing the Trump administration and the United States in general is the goal. Then, they receive billions of federal funding to 'fix' the damage and pocket the money."
A TikTok video sharing the ad viewed approximately 14,100 times called protesters "paid agitators" who are turning "what was initially a peaceful protest of just marching into a full-blown riot."
Others pointed to the ad as evidence that the protests "aren't organic" or have been faked by Democrats.
After screenshots of the ad spread on social media, LaFleur posted about the confusion on his Instagram story multiple times. 
"Accidentally goofed the entire nation on the latest @goofcon1," one post reads. In another, he muses: "I don't really know what to do with any of this. I guess get on Newsmax, or something. If I get on Newsmax, that could be funny."

False claims about paid protesters regularly spread around demonstrations, especially those that attract national or international attention. Similar false claims spread widely in 2020 during demonstrations over George Floyd's death at the hands of Minneapolis police.
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                    U.S. News

    Unsubstantiated 'chemtrail' conspiracy theories lead to legislation proposed in US statehouses




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A plane flies over Oakland Alameda Coliseum in Oakland, Calif., April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            A plane flies over Oakland Alameda Coliseum in Oakland, Calif., April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jody Fischer, director of flight operations for a North Dakota-based cloud seeding business, adjusts flares used for a seeding on a plane outside the company headquarters in Fargo, N.D., Sept. 20, 2017. (AP Photo/Dave Kolpack, File)]
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                                        BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) -- As Louisiana Rep. Kimberly Landry Coates stood before her colleagues in the state's Legislature she warned that the bill she was presenting might "seem strange" or even crazy.
Some lawmakers laughed with disbelief and others listened intently, as Coates described situations that are often noted in discussions of "chemtrails" -- a decades-old conspiracy theory that posits the white lines left behind by aircraft in the sky are releasing chemicals for any number of reasons, some of them nefarious. As she urged lawmakers to ban the unsubstantiated practice, she told skeptics to "start looking up" at the sky.
"I'm really worried about what is going on above us and what is happening, and we as Louisiana citizens did not give anyone the right to do this above us," the Republican said.
Louisiana is the latest state taking inspiration from a wide-ranging conspiratorial narrative, mixing it with facts, to create legislation. Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee signed a similar measure into law last year and one in Florida has passed both the House and the Senate. More than a dozen other states, from New York to Arizona, have introduced their own legislation. 

    
Such bills being crafted is indicative of how misinformation is moving beyond the online world and into public policy. Elevating unsubstantiated theories or outright falsehoods into the legislative arena not only erodes democratic processes, according to experts, it provides credibility where there is none and takes away resources from actual issues that need to be addressed.



    
        




    




"Every bill like this is kind of symbolic, or is introduced to appease a very vocal group, but it can still cause real harm by signaling that these conspiracies deserve this level of legal attention," said Donnell Probst, interim executive director of the National Association for Media Literacy Education.

    
    
    
Louisiana's bill, which is awaiting Republican Gov. Jeff Landry's signature, prohibits anyone from "intentionally" injecting, releasing, applying or dispersing chemicals into the atmosphere with the purpose of affecting the "temperature, weather, climate, or intensity of sunlight." It also requires the Department of Environmental Quality to collect reports from anyone who believes they have observed such activities. 

    
While some lawmakers have targeted real weather modification techniques that are not widespread or still in their infancy, others have pointed to dubious evidence to support legislation.
Discussion about weather control and banning "chemtrails" has been hoisted into the spotlight by high-profile political officials, including Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene.
Recently, Marla Maples, the ex-wife of President Donald Trump, spoke in support of Florida's legislation. She said she was motivated to "start digging" after seeing a rise in Alzheimer's.
Asked jokingly by a Democratic state senator if she knew anyone in the federal government who could help on the issue, Maples smiled and said, "I sure do."

    
Chemtrails vs. contrails
Chemtrail conspiracy theories, which have been widely debunked and include a myriad of claims, are not new. The publication of a 1996 Air Force report on the possible future benefits of weather modification is often cited as an early driver of the narrative.
Some say that evidence of the claims is happening right before the publics' eyes, alleging that the white streaks stretching behind aircrafts reveal chemicals being spread in the air, for everything from climate manipulation to mind control. 
Ken Leppert, an associate professor of atmospheric science at the University of Louisiana Monroe, said the streaks are actually primarily composed of water and that there is "no malicious intent behind" the thin clouds. He says the streaks are formed as exhaust is emitted from aircrafts, when the humidity is high and air temperature is low, and that ship engines produce the same phenomenon.
A fact sheet about contrails, published by multiple government agencies including NASA and the Environmental Protection Agency, explains that the streaks left behind by planes do not pose health risks to humans. However, the trails, which have been produced since the earliest days of jet aviation, do impact the cloudiness of Earth's atmosphere and can therefore affect atmospheric temperature and climate. 

    
Scientists have overwhelmingly agreed that data or evidence cited as proof of chemtrails "could be explained through other factors, including well-understood physics and chemistry associated with aircraft contrails and atmospheric aerosols," according to a 2016 survey published in the journal Environmental Research Letters. In the survey of 77 chemists and geochemists, 76 said they were not aware of evidence proving the existence of a secret large-scale atmospheric program.
"It's pure myth and conspiracy," Leppert said. 

    
Cloud seeding
While many of the arguments lawmakers have used to support the chemtrails narrative are not based in fact, others misrepresent actual scientific endeavors, such as cloud seeding; a process by which an artificial material -- usually silver iodide -- is used to induce precipitation or to clear fog.
"It's maybe really weak control of the weather, but it's not like we're going to move this cloud here, move this hurricane here, or anything like that," Leppert said.
Parker Cardwell, an employee of a California-based cloud seeding company called Rainmaker, testified before lawmakers in Louisiana and asked that an amendment be made to the legislation to avoid impacts to the industry. 
The practice is an imprecise undertaking with mixed results that isn't widely used, especially in Louisiana, which has significant natural rainfall. According to Louisiana's Department of Agriculture and Forestry, a cloud seeding permit or license has never been issued in the state.
Geoengineering
While presenting Louisiana's bill last week, Coates said her research found charts and graphics from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration on spraying the air with heavy metals to reflect sunlight back into space to cool the Earth.
The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2022 directed the Office of Science and Technology Policy, with support from NOAA, to develop an initial governance framework and research plan related to solar radiation modification, or SRM. A resulting report, which Coates holds up in the House session, focuses on possible future actions and does not reflect decisions that had already been made.
SRM "refers to deliberate, large-scale actions intended to decrease global average surface temperatures by increasing the reflection of sunlight away from the Earth," according to NOAA. It is a type of geoengineering. Research into the viability of many methods and potential unintended consequences is ongoing, but none have actually been deployed.
Taking focus
In recent years, misinformation and conspiratorial narratives have become more common during the debates and committee testimonies that are a part of Louisiana's lawmaking process.
And while legislators say Louisiana's new bill doesn't really have teeth, opponents say it still takes away time and focus from important work and more pressing topics. 

State Rep. Denise Marcelle, a Democrat who opposed Louisiana's bill, pointed to other issues ailing the state, which has some of the highest incarceration, poverty, crime, and maternal mortality rates.
"I just feel like we owe the people of Louisiana much more than to be talking about things that I don't see and that aren't real," she said. 
___
Associated Press writers Kate Payne in Tallahassee, Florida, and Jack Dura in Bismarck, North Dakota, contributed to this story.
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                    Politics

    FACT FOCUS: Trump's claims about remedial math at Harvard don't add up




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Students cheer during Harvard University's commencement ceremonies, Thursday, May 29, 2025 in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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                                        As the White House moves to revoke Harvard University's certification to enroll foreign students -- escalating a battle between the administration and the oldest and wealthiest college in the U.S. -- President Donald Trump is falsely claiming that Harvard offers "remedial mathematics" on topics such as simple addition.
He most recently took aim at the school's math offerings during a swearing-in ceremony in the Oval Office on Wednesday for Interim U.S. Attorney for Washington, D.C. Jeanine Pirro, a Fox News host who was formerly a county prosecutor and elected judge, in response to a question from a reporter about how the "confrontation" with Harvard will end.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: "Harvard announced two weeks ago that they're going to teach remedial mathematics, remedial, meaning they're going to teach low grade mathematics like two plus two is four. How did these people get into Harvard? If they can't, if they can't do basic mathematics, how did they do it?"

    
THE FACTS: Harvard does not offer a remedial math class covering basic arithmetic. Asked whether Trump was referring to a specific class, a White House spokesperson provided information about Mathematics MA5, which was introduced in the fall of 2024 as a new format for an existing course that offers extra support in calculus. The original course -- Mathematics MA -- is still offered.



    
        




    




"Harvard College does not offer any so-called remedial math classes," said James Chisholm, a spokesperson for the university's Faculty of Arts and Sciences, which encompasses its undergraduate program.

    
    
    
He added: "Math MA5 is a college-level calculus class. It is simply a new format of Math MA, the introductory freshman calculus course that has been taught at Harvard for decades."
Students in Mathematics MA and MA5 have the exact same homework, exams and grading structure, according to Chisholm. The only difference is that the former meets three days a week and the latter five days a week. They are both prerequisites for higher-level math courses.

    
One question on a sample exam Chisholm provided asks students to write a formula for determining the total number of cases during a hypothetical epidemic after a certain amount of days.
The Harvard Crimson reported in September that Director of Introductory Math Brendan Kelly said Mathematics MA5 is "aimed at rectifying a lack of foundational algebra skills among students" created by the COVID-19 pandemic.
A course description notes that its "extra support will target foundational skills in algebra, geometry, and quantitative reasoning."
Harvard Extension School, the university's continuing education program aimed at working adults, offers a precalculus course. Most students need only register to attend. Those who want to pursue a degree must first successfully complete two or three courses in their chosen field of study. Those earning a certificate or taking a single course must only meet certain enrollment requirements, such as English proficiency.
Harvard College undergraduates, who must apply to the university and be admitted under its rigorous admission standards, are not allowed to cross-register for Harvard Extension School classes.

    
"Harvard Extension School is 100% distinct from Harvard College and the two have nothing to do with each other in terms of curriculum or students," said Chisholm.
Harvard's Rising Scholars Program, an invite-only opportunity for incoming Harvard College students from "high schools that offered them limited college-level academic enrichment opportunities" offers a summer course for students who need an additional foundation on topics such as precalculus and algebra.
"The important point on Rising Scholars is it's more about the incoming student's high school than the individual student's ability," said Chisholm.
Harvard has also offered an Emerging Scholars Program to similarly support freshmen enrolled in introductory calculus who are interested in fields related to science, technology, engineering and mathematics, in an effort to "correct systemic inequalities in math and science K-12 education that have affected our college students for many years."

    
The median math score for the most recently enrolled undergraduate class at Harvard College was 790 out of 800 on the SATs and 35 out of 36 on the ACTs. The average high school GPA was 4.2.

"There is no university in America that is as difficult to earn admission to as Harvard -- no matter your demographics," said Brian Taylor, managing partner at the college counseling service Ivy Coach. "President Trump's math in this case simply doesn't add up."
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                    Entertainment

    Pitbull is a fan of his fans. He says it's his job to make them feel good
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            Music icon Pitbull is very appreciative of his fans dressing up like him, saying their support is "a blessing." (June 11)
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            During his tour dates in London, Pitbull says it's "flattering" and "unbelievable" that fans flock to his concerts around the world wearing bald caps and suits. (June 10)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pitbull performs in concert on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London.(Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Fans gather in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Fans pose for a photograph as they gather prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            By 
            HILARY FOX

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- Is Pitbull the penguin of music?
It's been said that it's hard to look at a penguin and feel sad. And likewise, it's tough to listen to one of Mr. Worldwide's party anthems and feel bad.
That's always been his aim.
"They're there for when you're feeling a certain way in life," Pitbull explains. "It can help pick you up or it can take you to the next level."
"When I'm making those records, that what it's about," he distills. "I make sure that the beats are something that I know people could dance to. I know that it's not complicated."
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His party vibe has been well and truly adopted by audiences, well, worldwide who dress up like Pitbull, wearing bald caps, suits and sunglasses. And like him, they have a drink or two.
"If they come to the show, having a, how can I say, already feeling good, then it's my job to make them feel better," he says.
The day after Monday's "Party After Dark" concert at the O2 Arena in London, Pitbull sat down with The Associated Press to discuss what it's like to stand onstage and see a crowd of look-alikes staring back. This conversation has been edited for clarity and brevity.



    
        




    





AP: How do you feel now, because that show is very high energy?
PITBULL: Look, to be able to be over here in London and get that kind of love and that kind of energy and being in the game for 25 years, it is -- now I'm going to tell you how I really feel -- phenomenal, spectacular, amazing, extra, how is it? Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious. Just don't ask me to spell it, but everything feels good.

    


    
    
    

AP: And where do you get your stamina and energy from? Because you're jumping so much.
PITBULL: The music gets me going and when I'm making those records we are making those records in a way where we program those parts in, in the song and in the shows so we know we're going to jump. We know where they're going to scream. We know what the chants are going to be at. We know when they're going to dance. So I look forward to perform it. And just think of it like me going crazy in my own club on stage.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pitbull performs in concert on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London.(Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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AP: And then do you need to lie down or sit in an ice bath or something like that?
PITBULL: No, nothing like that. I do actually need to decompress. It takes me about an hour and a half after the show to just come down from that amazing high, let's just say.
AP: On the tube home, everyone's taken their bald caps off, and they're all just flaked out. It's like they've had the time of their life and now they've got to get home.
PITBULL: (Laughs) That's what it's about. You get them up there and make sure that they, like I always say, get off the chain, off the glass, off the flip, off the rip, and bottom line, have a good time. So we wear them out, we did our job.
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[image: Fans pose for a photograph as they gather prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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AP: When did you first notice fans were dressing up as you?
PITBULL: I want to say that started around 2021 when we came out of the, you know, when the world came out the shutdown. That was the tour, it was called "I Feel Good." And you started to see it, I want to say maybe out of 20,000 people coming to the show, 30,000 coming to show, you'll see a thousand. But then when we came over, we jumped the pond and we ended up in London and it was just something else. It was definitely a whole new movement, took it to a whole new level and it's flattering.

    

AP: Can you remember when you looked out and noticed that they were all wearing the caps?

PITBULL: If they only knew, as much as they are fans of mine, I am fans of them. So when I watch the fans on the way to the show, I see them all. I see them all walking down the block. I see all playing certain songs, just having a great time getting each other, what we call, boost up, ready for the concert...
It touches my heart because who would have known, you know, somebody from Miami and all the things that I've been through in life, and that's why I would say from a negative to a positive, to have people out here feeling that good dressed up as me -- man, unbelievable.

    

AP: You seem to take moments on the stage as well to appreciate it. Is that important for you?

PITBULL: I appreciate the opportunity. I appreciate the love, I appreciate the support. I just don't say it, I live it. It's the truth, it's real. And to be able to feel that on stage, I want them to feel what I feel. Because not only that, I want them know that I appreciate that love that they're giving me and they can relate and when they leave there, they're not only fans but they're connected at another level.
They sent me a picture of a woman that was pregnant and had the globe around her belly and it said, "Baby Worldwide." When you see those kinds of things, it's a blessing, like I said before, and if she happens to be watching this, I want to say congratulations and thank you, because that was a priceless picture.

    

AP: Did you notice that it's more women dressed up than men?

PITBULL: Yes, yes, yes. Well, you know, I was raised by a single mother. A woman made me a man. The most powerful people in my life have been women...
And so to have more women in the crowd, it just goes to show you that they are feeling what the most powerful women in my life has taught me on stage, which is a gentleman that knows how to have a good time. Sometimes a little naughty, sometimes a little nice, but more than anything, a good person that will do the right thing to the best of my ability. Perfect -- I'm not, angel -- I am not, but definitely here and move the way that I do due to the powerful women in my life that raised me.

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    During his tour dates in London, Pitbull says it's "flattering" and "unbelievable" that fans flock to his concerts around the world wearing bald caps and suits. (June 10)

                

                
            
        

    



    

AP: Would you ever dress up for a concert of somebody else?
PITBULL: I definitely would, but it would be artists from back in the day. I love to have fun, I love to enjoy, and I love to make fun of myself, to be honest with you. I think one of the most beautiful things a human being can have is a sense of humor and not take themselves too seriously. But if back in a day I could go to, I don't know, a Prince concert, or I mean, I love Earth, Wind, and Fire. Jimmy Buffett was a good friend, may he rest in paradise.
AP: At the moment it seems to be that people go to Beyonce dressed as a cowboy, Taylor Swift obviously had lots of dressed up people going to hers. Tyler, The Creator has everyone wearing green and then everyone comes to you in costumes.


PITBULL: Well, it's an honor to be able to be mentioned with those kind of names that have worked very hard to be able to be where they're at and to be able to have the fans that are, let's just say, relating at a whole 'nother level.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pitbull-interview-fan-lookalikes-ea021b32e1d8df06916842bf81a74968



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    U.S. News

    Not-so-hot pursuit of burglary suspect sees police cars chase tractor excavator at walking pace




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Police in South Carolina engaged in a slow pursuit as they followed an excavator down a main highway for more than an hour at the speed an average adult walks.


                
                
            

        
    



            

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NORTH CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP) -- Police in South Carolina engaged in a not-so-hot pursuit as they chased a tractor excavator down a main highway for more than an hour at the speed an average adult walks.
The chase reached speeds of 3 mph (4.8 kph) early Sunday morning in North Charleston, police said.
Officers on a different call saw the big piece of construction equipment with treads and a shovel in front go across U.S. Highway 78 around 3:30 a.m., North Charleston Police wrote in their report.
A few minutes later, they got a burglary call from a business that was heavily damaged and saw the excavator slowly heading away, police said.
Several cars immediately joined in the very slow speed pursuit. The excavator was going so slow that the cruisers would have to briefly stop several times a minute to not pass the construction equipment.

    
They had their blue lights and sirens on and told the excavator driver over their loudspeakers that he was under arrest and needed to stop. Other cruisers blocked traffic.
The chase went on for an hour and 12 minutes before the excavator drove on to the Charleston County Fairgrounds property, where it got stuck. The driver tried to run, but was followed by a drone until a police dog and handler caught up, authorities said.

The 53-year-old driver of the excavator was charged with failure to stop for a blue light and two counts of malicious injury to real property and remained in the Charleston County jail on a $22,000 bond, according to jail records.
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                    World News

    The world's oldest restaurant faces a challenge from another Madrid tavern that says it's even older
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            Casa Pedro's owners have combed through local archives and hired a historian to prove that the family-own tavern is the oldest restaurant in the world.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view shows the exterior of the Casa Pedro restaurant in Madrid, Spain, on May 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Irene Guinales, right, and Pedro Guinales del Valle, owners and managers of Casa Pedro restaurant, review documents regarding the restaurant's opening date in Madrid, Spain, on May 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Several dishes from the restaurant's menu are photographed at Casa Pedro restaurant in Madrid, Spain, on May 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Waiters work at Casa Pedro restaurant in Madrid, Spain, on May 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: A chef cooks at Casa Pedro restaurant in Madrid, Spain, on May 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            A chef cooks at Casa Pedro restaurant in Madrid, Spain, on May 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            SUMAN NAISHADHAM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        MADRID (AP) -- In the heart of Spain's capital, Sobrino de Botin holds a coveted Guinness World Record as the world's oldest restaurant. Exactly three hundred years after it opened its doors, Botin welcomes droves of daily visitors hungry for Castilian fare with a side of history.

    
But on the outskirts of Madrid, far from the souvenir shops and tourist sites, a rustic tavern named Casa Pedro makes a bold claim. Its owners assert the establishment endured not just the Spanish Civil War in the 1930s and the Napoleonic invasion in the early 1800s, but even the War of Spanish Succession at the start of the 18th century -- a lineage that would make Casa Pedro older than Botin and a strong contender for the title.
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"It's really frustrating when you say, 'Yes, we've been around since 1702,' but ... you can't prove it," said manager and eighth-generation proprietor Irene Guinales. "If you look at the restaurant's logo, it says 'Casa Pedro, since 1702,' so we said, 'Damn it, let's try to prove it.'"
Guinales, 51, remembers her grandfather swearing by Casa Pedro's age, but she was aware that decades-old hearsay from a proud old-timer wouldn't be enough to prove it. Her family hired a historian and has so far turned up documents dating the restaurant's operations to at least 1750.
That puts them within striking distance of Botin's record.

    
    
    
Clients and rivals
Both taverns are family-owned. Both offer Castilian classics like stewed tripe and roast suckling pig. They are decorated with charming Spanish tiles, feature ceilings with exposed wooden beams and underground wine cellars. And both enjoy a rich, star-studded history.

    
Botin's celebrated past includes a roster of literary patrons like Truman Capote, F. Scott Fitzgerald and Graham Greene. In his book "The Sun Also Rises," Ernest Hemingway described it as "one of the best restaurants in the world." While Casa Pedro may not have boasted the same artistic pedigree, it boasts its own VIPs. Its walls are adorned with decades-old photographs of former Spanish King Juan Carlos I dining in one of its many rooms. The current Spanish monarch, King Felipe VI dines there, too, albeit more inconspicuously than his father.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A chef cooks at Casa Pedro restaurant in Madrid, Spain, on May 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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But the similarities between the two hotspots end there.
Casa Pedro was once a stop on the only road heading north from the Spanish capital toward France. Its clientele is largely local regulars, like David Gonzalez and Mayte Villena, who for years have spent every Friday lunching at the tavern.
"It wouldn't change a thing for us," Villena said about the restaurant someday securing the Guinness title.
Botin, on the other hand, is a stone's throw from Madrid's famed Plaza Mayor, where any day of the week tour guides are herding groups around town -- and often straight through the restaurant's front door.
Antonio Gonzalez, a third-generation proprietor of Botin, concedes that the Guinness accolade awarded in 1987 has helped business, but said the restaurant had enough history to draw visitors even before.
"It has a certain magic," he said.

    
Pretenders to the crown
The question then becomes: How can either restaurant definitively claim the title? Guinness provides its specific guidelines for the superlative only to applicants, according to spokesperson Kylie Galloway, noting that it entails "substantial evidence and documentation of the restaurant's operation over the years."

    
Gonzalez said that Guinness required Botin show that it has continuously operated in the same location with the same name. 
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The only time the restaurant closed was during the COVID-19 pandemic, as did Casa Pedro.
That criteria would mean that restaurants that are even older -- Paris' Le Procope, which says it was founded in 1686, or Beijing's Bianyifang, founded in 1416, or the 1673-established White Horse Tavern in Newport, Rhode Island -- aren't eligible for the designation.
La Campana, in Rome's historic center, claims over 500 years of operation, citing documents on its menu and in a self-published history. Its owners say they have compiled the requisite paperwork and plan to submit it to Guinness.
A dream for Casa Pedro 
Guinales and her husband couldn't consult archives from the former town of Fuencarral, now a Madrid neighborhood. Those papers went up in flames during the Spanish Civil War. Instead, they delved into Spanish national archives, where they found land registries of the area from the First Marquess of Ensenada (1743-1754) that showed the existence of a tavern, wine cellar and inn in the small town as of 1750.
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In their spare time, the couple continues to hunt for records proving that Casa Pedro indeed dates back to 1702, as is proclaimed on its walls, takeout bags and sugar packets.

But even if they dig up the final documents and wrest the Guinness honor from Botin, Guinales concedes that her restaurant's quiet location makes it unlikely to draw Botin's clientele in central Madrid.
"To think that we could reach that public would be incredible," Guinales said. "It's a dream, but it's a dream."
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                    U.S. News

    Leaders of 'orgasmic meditation' women's wellness company OneTaste convicted in forced labor trial




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Nicole Daedone, center, founder and former CEO of OneTaste, departs Brooklyn federal court on Tuesday, June 13, 2023 in New York. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon, File)]
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            PHILIP MARCELO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The leaders of a sex-focused women's wellness company that promoted "orgasmic meditation" have been convicted of federal forced labor charges.
A Brooklyn jury on Monday found Nicole Daedone, founder of OneTaste Inc., and Rachel Cherwitz, the California-based company's former sales director, guilty after deliberating for less than two days following a five-week trial. The two each face up to 20 years in prison when sentenced later.
Prosecutors had argued the two women ran a yearslong scheme that groomed adherents -- many of them victims of sexual trauma -- to do their bidding.
They said Daedone, 57, of New York, and Cherwitz, 44, of California, used economic, sexual and psychological abuse, intimidation and indoctrination to force OneTaste members into sexual acts they found uncomfortable or repulsive, such as having sex with prospective investors or clients.

    
The two told followers the questionable acts were necessary in order to obtain "freedom" and "enlightenment" and demonstrate their commitment to the organization's principles.
Prosecutors said OneTaste leaders also didn't pay promised earnings to the members-turned-workers and even forced some of them to take out new credit cards to continue taking the company's courses.



    
        




    




Assistant U.S. Attorney Nina Gupta, in her closing statement last week, said the defendants "built a business on the backs" of victims who "gave everything" to them, including "their money, their time, their bodies, their dignity, and ultimately their sanity." 

    
    
    
"The jury's verdict has unmasked Daedone and Cherwitz for who they truly are: grifters who preyed on vulnerable victims by making empty promises of sexual empowerment and wellness only to manipulate them into performing labor and services for the defendants' benefit," said Joseph Nocella, U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of New York.

    
Daedone's defense team cast her as a "ceiling-shattering feminist entrepreneur" who created a unique business around women's sexuality and empowerment.
Cherwitz's lawyer, Celia Cohen, argued that the witnesses who testified weren't forced to do anything. When they didn't like the organization anymore or wanted to try other things, she said, they simply left.
"No matter what you think about OneTaste and what they were doing, they chose it. They knew what it was about," she said in her closing statement last week. "The fact they are regretting the actions that they took when they were younger is not evidence of a crime."
Lawyers for the defendants said their clients maintain their innocence and intend to appeal.
"We are deeply disappointed in today's verdict," the lawyers said in a statement Monday. "This case raised numerous novel and complex legal issues that will require review by the Second Circuit."
Daedone co-founded OneTaste in San Francisco in 2004 as a sort of self-help commune that viewed female orgasms as key to sexual and psychological wellness and interpersonal connection.
A centerpiece was "orgasmic meditation," or "OM," which was carried out by men manually stimulating women in a group setting.

    
The company enjoyed glowing media coverage in the 2010s and quickly opened outposts from Los Angeles to London. Portrayed as a cutting-edge enterprise that prioritized women's sexual pleasure, it generated revenue by providing courses, coaching, OM events, and other sexual practices for a fee.
Daedone sold her stake in the company in 2017 for $12 million -- a year before OneTaste's marketing and labor practices came under scrutiny.

The company's current owners, who have rebranded it the Institute of OM Foundation, have said its work has been misconstrued and the charges against its former executives were unjustified. 
They maintain sexual consent has always been a cornerstone of the organization. The company didn't immediately respond to an email seeking comment.
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                    U.S. News

    A runaway pet zebra has been captured in Tennessee
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            A runaway pet zebra has been captured in Tennessee. The Rutherford County Sheriff's Office said Ed was captured Sunday in a pasture. He was airlifted to a waiting animal trailer.
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            A pet zebra remains on the loose after it was seen running along a road in Christiana, Tennessee over the weekend.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image taken from June 8, 2025, video by the Rutherford County Sheriff's Office in Rutherford County, Tennessee, shows the airlifting of a zebra named Ed that had evaded capture for several days after it ran away from its owner. (Rutherford County Sheriff's Office via AP)]
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                                        MURFREESBORO, Tenn. (AP) -- A runaway pet zebra that was on the loose for more than a week in Tennessee and became an internet sensation in the process was captured Sunday, authorities said. 
Ed the Zebra was captured safely after being located in a pasture near a subdivision in the Christiana community in central Tennessee, the Rutherford County Sheriff's Office confirmed. The sheriff's office said aviation crews captured the zebra.
"Ed was airlifted and flown by helicopter back to a waiting animal trailer," the sheriff's office said in a statement. 
Video posted by the sheriff's office shows Ed wrapped in a net with his head sticking out as he is carried by the helicopter to the trailer. 
Ed arrived in Christiana on May 30, the sheriff's office said. His owner reported him missing the next day.
The zebra was spotted and filmed running along Interstate 24, forcing deputies to shut the roadway. But Ed escaped into a wooded area.

    
There were several sightings posted to social media. Ed was filmed trotting through a neighborhood. 

 The zebra quickly became the subject of internet memes. One fake posting showed Ed dining at a Waffle House, a southern staple. Others had him visiting other Tennessee cities or panhandling on the side of the road. 
The pursuit of Ed came a month after a runway kangaroo shut down a section of Alabama interstate.
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                    Lifestyle

    Should you let pets sleep next to you? (Does it even matter what the experts say?)




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Thomas, a golden retriever mix, lies on a bed in Westchester County, New York, on July 7, 2024. (Lloyd Green via AP)]
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[image: Angela Wilson poses with her dog Sadie on Feb. 14, 2025, in Marietta, Georgia. (Kristina DeFrain via AP)]
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            ALBERT STUMM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        It turns out, our furry best friend might be our sleep enemy.
Lots of pet owners let their animals sleep on the bed with them, which usually disrupts sleep. But many would say it's worth it.
And researchers don't necessarily disagree.
Melissa Milanak, a professor at Medical University of South Carolina specializing in sleep health, said most people at her clinic say their pets disturb them often at night.
"You can't say that hands down, it's bad for every single person, but there is a lot out there saying it negatively impacts your sleep," she said.
Generally speaking, having a pet is good for many people's health. Pets have been shown to lower their humans' stress levels, get them to exercise and more. Many pet owners also say they feel an immeasurable amount of comfort by having their pets close as they sleep.
But dogs' and cats' natural sleep cycles aren't the same as those of humans.

    
Dogs tend to be light sleepers and wake up multiple times at night. Some display instinctual behavior like scratching at bedding, which can prevent deeper phases of sleep even if it doesn't wake you up.
As many cat owners know, "the zoomies" often happen before they are ready to get out of bed. Cats evolved to hunt in low light, meaning they are particularly active at dusk and dawn.
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[image: Dutch artist Theo Jansen's 'strandbeesten' or Beach Beasts, wind-powered creatures made from yellow plastic tubes, are displayed during an exhibit in Delft, Netherlands, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Dutch beach beasts find a final resting place in a new exhibition
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view shows the exterior of the Casa Pedro restaurant in Madrid, Spain, on May 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The world's oldest restaurant faces a challenge from another Madrid tavern that says it's even older
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view of a section of the 1865 Juneteenth General Order No. 3 that is displayed by the Dallas Historical Society at the Fair Park Hall of State in Dallas, Friday, June 6, 2025. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Juneteenth started with handbills proclaiming freedom. Here's what they said
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Milanak also said allergens such as pet dander and microbes brought into the house can affect owners' breathing, preventing them from getting enough deep sleep.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Brian Chin, a professor of social and health psychology at Trinity College in Connecticut, said his research has found sleeping with pets was associated with poor sleep, "particularly those dimensions of sleep quality and insomnia symptoms." That's even accounting for the fact that pet owners may be less inclined to report problems in a survey because they don't believe their beloved pets cause problems.

    
    
    
"I hate to even admit that my cat disrupts my sleep at all," said Chin, who has one cat that keeps him awake and another that leaves him alone.
Moreover, a higher number of pets was associated with higher sleep disruption, he said.

    
What should you do about it?
It's not as simple as telling pet owners that they shouldn't share the bed, Milanak said. For a lot of people, it becomes part of their sleep routine, which makes it difficult to sleep without it because they have come to associate pets with sleep.
Because the topic is sensitive, Milanak asks new patients several questions before getting to whether they sleep with a pet. If they're waking up multiple times a night, for example, they may not realize why. Once the association is made, she then asks whether they are open to not sleeping together.
"It's like if I said to somebody, you need to stop smoking," she said. "They're going to give me all the reasons why they want to continue smoking."
The first, most obvious solution is putting a dog bed on the floor in the bedroom, or locking the cat out of the room at night. For those who insist on having the pet in bed with them, she advises washing the sheets more frequently and perhaps adjusting their sleep schedule to match their pet's routine.
"Maybe you need to go to bed earlier so you can get up earlier to accommodate the pet," she said.

    
If it ain't broke, don't fix it
Despite any problems, many pet owners feel that the bonding and emotional benefits outweigh minor sleep disruption.

Angela Wilson, who lives in Cobb County, Georgia, said she has bought a series of ever-more plush beds for her golden retriever, Sadie. But Sadie jumps into her bed anyway.
Then they usually sleep peacefully back to back.
"People complain about their dogs waking them up, but she doesn't wake me up," Wilson said. "She's very gentle."
EDITOR'S NOTE: Albert Stumm writes about wellness, food and travel. Find his work at https://www.albertstumm.com
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                    Health

    You should wear sunscreen even if you have darker skin. Here's why




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Cleveland Indians right fielder Melky Cabrera sprays sunscreen before a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Sunday, July 22, 2018, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- People with darker skin still need to wear sunscreen -- for more reasons than one.
Too much ultraviolet exposure from the sun can lead to sunburn, dark spots and wrinkles, and increased risk of skin cancer.
The melanin in darker skin offers some extra protection from the sun, but dermatologists say that isn't enough on its own.
"Everyone needs sunscreen. But the reasons that one might be reaching for sunscreen may differ depending on your skin tone," said Dr. Jenna Lester, who founded the Skin of Color Clinic at the University of California, San Francisco.
Do darker-skinned people need sunscreen?
White people are overall more likely to get skin cancer compared to Black and Hispanic people. But Black and Hispanic people are less likely to survive the most dangerous kind of skin cancer called melanoma, according to the American Cancer Society.
Black patients more commonly get melanoma on their hands and feet -- places that are more shielded from the sun. Still, sunscreen is an additional protective layer that helps prevent a host of other problems including sunburns, hyperpigmentation after acne, rosacea and dark patches on the face.
Dr. Oyetewa Asempa at Baylor College of Medicine often reminds her darker-skinned patients: "All of the problems that you're coming to see me for are caused or worsened by the sun."

    
    
    
How much sunscreen do people of color need?
To stay safe in the sun, it's important to grab sunscreen with a sun protection factor or SPF of at least 30 and reapply every two hours. People headed for the pool or beach should put on sunscreen beforehand, remembering to reapply liberally and after getting out of the water. 
Most people don't wear enough sunscreen when they apply, Lester said. Make sure to put two long fingers' worth on the face and a hefty blob for the body. 
Look for chemical-based sunscreens to avoid ashy white cast. Two key ingredients in mineral-based products -- zinc oxide and titanium oxide -- are the culprits for that pesky discoloration on dark skin.

    
Tinted sunscreens contain pigments that block visible light from the sun, offering additional protection against dark spots. And wearing a hat or sun-protective clothing with an ultraviolet protection factor or UPF grading can provide an extra safety boost.
Whatever the sun protection routine, it's important to keep it up, Lester said. Some UV rays can climb right through car and house windows to cause sun damage even when indoors, making it even more important to take care of the skin while the sun shines.
"It's about trying to make it a daily habit," she said. "Consistency over intensity."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Lifestyle

    From frustration to joy: What I learned about getting a hearing aid




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image released by Deafmetal shows a selection of their hearing aid devices. (Deafmetal via AP)]
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            This image released by Deafmetal shows a selection of their hearing aid devices. (Deafmetal via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of images shows promotional art for Oticon Intent hearing aids. (Oticon via AP)]
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            This combination of images shows promotional art for Oticon Intent hearing aids. (Oticon via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- My first tip-off were the little things, the high-pitched little things: the doorbell and ringtones my kids could hear but I could not.
Then it was the garbled-sounding conversations, and the accompanying annoyance of having to ask people to repeat themselves. Or worse, giving up and just playing along without being able to follow everything that was being said.
Even then, I stalled for years before finally going through the process of getting a hearing aid. How do you even begin? Will it look clunky and make me feel like a dinosaur? And the cost! 
Getting a hearing test, and confirmation that I needed a hearing aid, was just the beginning.
Finding an expert

    

The doctor handed me a list of places I could go to get fitted. I made some calls and narrowed it down to the places that took my insurance and my zero-interest health care credit card.
The first couple places were demoralizing: I walked in, was told it'd be $7,000 for the "best" option (they mysteriously didn't happen to have any other options handy), then marched right back out the door, utterly discouraged.
I started asking friends and neighbors whether they wore a hearing aid, or knew anyone at all with a hearing aid, and could point me to a good audiologist.
It took a lot of poking around, but I found one -- and it made all the difference.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


The joy of reconnecting with the world

    
    
    

I've been wearing my hearing aids for several months now, and they are as easy as slipping on a pair of glasses, are almost invisible, have reconnected me with the world, and, as crazy as this may sound, they bring me joy.
After talking with a few audiologists around the country, it turns out that my experience is pretty typical.
"There are a lot of people who stall before getting one," says Meagan P. Bachmann, director of audiology at Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist, in North Carolina.
"Hearing is important because it connects us with people," she says. "Multiple studies show that not hearing can affect your ability to connect with others and participate in life, so you have to think of it in terms of overall health. Maybe you no longer go to family events, or you don't understand your doctor. People start to withdraw. A lot of people come in because it's gotten so bad that it is impacting their relationships."

    
Steps to take

To speed up the process and make it less frustrating, here's what the pros recommend:
1. Get tested, take the results seriously, and know that many if not most hearing aids these days are small, nearly invisible, rechargeable, and pretty easy to wear and maintain. And believe it or not, hearing aids can be fun -- these days, there are colors to choose from and ways to bejewel them. One company, Deafmetal, makes jazzy-looking "safety rings" to help keep hearing aids in place.
2. Shop for an expert audiologist. Look for someone who takes your insurance or any sort of medical credit card you might have, or has a payment plan of some kind, if needed. This is a world at the awkward juncture of consumerism and medical care, but a good audiologist should come across as a medical provider, not a salesperson. And a good audiologist should take the time to work with you to find a hearing aid that meets your individual needs, and also fits your budget. 

    
A good place to start is often with your doctor; with the American Academy of Audiologists, which lists providers on its website; or by word of mouth.
"Although all hearing aids are amplifiers, not everybody needs the same thing," says Bachmann. "Fitting a hearing aid is an art. It changes the acoustics, and everyone is different. You want someone who listens to your lifestyle needs. Do you have a lot of difficulty with noise? Are you mostly in quiet situations? How much technology do you need, and what kind?"
Greta Stamper, an audiologist at the Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida, agrees. "Hearing loss is not a one-time thing. It's a chronic health condition. It should be a partnership between you and your audiologist," she said. "It's someone asking you what you're looking for and how it's going. You shouldn't feel pressured or pushed."

    
3. A note on cost. Although hearing aids can be pricey, there are affordable options, and a good audiologist should be able to let you try out options at several price points. Insurance often covers much of the cost, and there are ways to pay for the remaining cost in installments. Also, avoidance has pretty high costs as well, audiologists say, and the longer the wait, the harder it may be to solve the problem with a hearing aid. Although there are cheaper hearing aids at big box stores, Bachmann warns that it's good to check with your audiologist before taking that route. "Some of those hearing aids are locked, so that you're not allowed to have them programmed by an outside audiologist," she says.
Remember, says Stamper, that hearing aids are an investment, and usually last between five and six years.

    
4. Know your rights. "We select what is the most likely to be successful, and if it doesn't work out you come back and do something else," says Stamper. She said most states mandate a trial period. In some cases, hearing-aid companies also cover the cost of multiple visits to your audiologist while you are getting used to your new hearing aid and get training in how to use and maintain it.
5. Embrace the process, and expect it to take a little time and a few expert tweaks. Audiologists say your brain needs time to adjust to a hearing aid, and that hearing-aid settings should be adjusted little by little as your brain adapts to them.
"A big misconception is that you can just wear them a couple hours a day. Your brain does better with it if you use them most of the day. Your brain needs to adapt to hearing sounds it hasn't heard for a while, and it takes the brain awhile to relearn how to process all those sounds," says Stamper.

6. Be realistic. "Although hearing aids can be enormously beneficial, they may not give you back your normal hearing," says Stamper. Depending on the situation, there might be limitations to what a hearing aid can do.
"It might just be lots of improvement in the key areas in which you're struggling," said Stamper.
Using hearing aids is a process, the audiologists say, and although it requires some patience, it can be well worth the journey.
___
For more AP Lifestyles stories, go to https://apnews.com/lifestyle.
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    Workers are saying 'no' to toxic environments. Here's how to set limits or know it's time to leave
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- One week into a new job, Lisa Grouette discovered something missing come Sunday night: the sinking feeling of dread she used to experience before going to work every Monday.
Groutte spent 10 years at an insurance agency with a boss whom she alleges screamed at her, slammed his hands on the desk, insulted her appearance and punched things. He falsely accused her of taking money and threatened to withhold an employment recommendation if she quit, she says. 
Fearing she wouldn't land another job if she left the toxic workplace, she stayed. "It was this implied, 'You're stuck,'" Grouette, 48, recalled.
But eventually, she found a way out. When a full-time job opened up at a newspaper where she worked a part-time photography job, she resigned from the insurance agency. The new position paid $400 less per month, but Grouette reduced her expenses to make it work.
"You can't put a price tag on it," she said. "It was the best 400 bucks a month I've ever spent, worth every penny. I was a little tight at first, but it didn't matter because I was happy."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Growing intolerance of toxic behavior 
As mental health awareness increases, so are conversations about about what constitutes unhealthy behavior and the kinds of treatment people will not -- or should not -- tolerate for a steady paycheck.
"We're developing language now around things like toxic workplaces," said Jennifer Tosti-Kharas, a professor of organizational behavior at Babson College in Massachusetts.
Younger generations entering the workforce, including millennials and members of Generation Z, are less willing to endure bullying behavior from colleagues and managers, and better at establishing boundaries, she said. 
At the start of her own career, "if I encountered toxicity in the workplace, I had more of a 'Suck it up' attitude," said Tosti-Kharas, who identifies as a member of Generation X. "I don't think we were as vocal about taking care of our mental health as we should have been." 

    
How do you identify a toxic work environment?

Conflicts and difficult relationships may be inevitable in any work environment. But there's a difference between an occasional disagreement and persistent abuse.
"What makes something toxic: it's more pervasive, more consistent over time," Tosti-Kharas said. "You may have tried some things and it's not getting better. ... It's very deeply entrenched."
Possible indications of an emotionally harmful workplace include a widespread lack of trust and fear of being shot down if you speak up, she said.
Loud screamers aren't the only kind of toxic co-workers and supervisors. There are quieter forms of toxicity, such as passive-aggressive behavior by leaders who use sarcasm, backhanded compliments, indirect criticism and exclusion to control their employees, according to Alana Atchison, a clinical psychologist based in Chicago. 
"It is a relationship where you can't communicate clearly or directly, so you have to silence yourself. You can't say truly what you need to say and feel safe," Atchison said. 
To spot a potentially toxic environment when applying for a new job, follow your gut instincts and consider warning signs. For example, frequent ads for the same position may reflect high turnover resulting from a negative environment. You can also search employee reviews online.
"I'm reading Glassdoor reviews like crazy to see what the environment is like, what the culture is like, on anyplace I'm applying to, because I can't lose my hair again over a job," said Grouette, who recently was laid off after several successful years at the newspaper.

    
What might explain toxic behavior?

When on the receiving end of toxicity, consider whether the offending behavior says more about the person perpetuating it than the recipient.
"It's almost like a smokescreen to hide their deficits," Atchison said. "If someone feels insecure about their role or fears being overshadowed, they might resort to undermining others, gossiping or sabotaging projects to regain a sense of control or safety."
Since the COVID-19 pandemic, Atchison's clients have increasingly complained about toxic work environments. She attributes that in part to the social isolation that accompanied lockdowns and restrictions on public activities. 
"Socializing is a skill set, and that skill set has declined," she said.

    
Voice your concerns
If you find yourself in a toxic work situation, talking about it with a trusted friend or professional therapist can help you process what is happening and develop a plan to deal with it, instead of letting it fester in your mind.
Stephanie Strausser, 42, a video production manager, said she sought support from friends and family members when she worked under an extreme micromanager who made her feel unsafe and whose decisions she considered unethical. 
"Don't hide it or keep it in. Talk to people. Even if you're talking to ChatGPT," Strausser advises those who find themselves in similar circumstances. "Don't internalize it. And don't take someone's perception as fact."

    
Amanda Szmuc, a Philadelphia lawyer who considers some of her past work environments to have been toxic, recommends documenting your concerns in case it becomes necessary to escalate them. 
Writing down the details of troubling interactions as they happen and keeping copies of inappropriate messages or approved meeting recordings may come in handy if the human resources department gets involved, for example. 
Maintaining a record may also help you avoid gaslighting and reinforce your determination to protect yourself. 
Set boundaries 
If leaving a toxic environment isn't financially possible or you want to try to make your circumstances more bearable, think about exploring ways to limit your interaction with the difficult party may be an option. 
Possibilities may include negotiating a role that puts distance between you and the toxic person, such as working different shifts or on different projects, Tosti-Kharas said.
You can also set deadlines for yourself to keep things from deteriorating, according to Szmuc. Examples: "I'm going to give this two weeks. Is there any improvement?" she said. "Is there a way internally where I can maybe change my circumstances or get someone else's opinion?"
Find a way out
Ideally, an employee who feels mistreated could appeal to someone from human resources or the offending employee's manager with evidence to show a pattern of conduct violations and disciplinary action would be taken, Tosti-Kharas said. 
But that doesn't always happen, leaving the reporting party in close proximity with the person they reported. "In the real world, you may realize they are unlikely to go anywhere, and it's you who has to go somewhere," Tosti-Kharas said. 
In extreme situations, it's best to look for another job, she said. 
If an inspector found radon in your house, "you wouldn't say, 'Let me try to work with the radon,' or 'How can I keep it there but maybe lessen the effects?'" she said. "You would get the toxin out of the situation or you would get yourself out of the situation."
Most people can't afford to leave their jobs without another one lined up. Carving out time to apply for different jobs is difficult when you feel under assault but also is empowering and may lead to a better situation.
"If somebody gives you an impression that you're not able to leave this job, that's just not true," Grouette said. "Those sorts of people don't have the reach or respect that they claim to have, because if they're volatile to you, they're volatile to others."
____

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Do you really need that extra ChapStick? Here are tips to reduce and tame workplace clutter
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It starts with a Post-it note scrawled with a reminder. Then a chocolate bar you'll probably eat later. An extra charging cord or two find their way into the mix, along with a laptop, a folder full of projects, a lanyard from a recent conference and a permission slip sent home from school.
And soon, the pile of things on your desk that are set aside for later becomes a giant, overwhelming stack.
The chaos of modern life and the ease of accumulating cheap items through online shopping have contributed to an abundance of clutter. That's true in home offices and traditional workspaces alike. And those jumbles of misplaced belongings can drain our mental resources, distracting us from work and dragging down our productivity.
"Clutter reduces our bandwidth. It negatively affects our perception of our environment or ourselves," said Marietta Van Den Berg, psychiatrist and medical director for Surrey Memorial Hospital in British Columbia. "It influences whether we make good choices or not. And it even influences our levels of stress and our levels of sleep."

    
Researchers at UCLA found that women who were living with a high density of household objects had high levels of the stress hormone cortisol.
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[image: Thomas, a golden retriever mix, lies on a bed in Westchester County, New York, on July 7, 2024. (Lloyd Green via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Should you let pets sleep next to you? (Does it even matter what the experts say?)
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cleveland Indians right fielder Melky Cabrera sprays sunscreen before a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Sunday, July 22, 2018, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                You should wear sunscreen even if you have darker skin. Here's why
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Deafmetal shows a selection of their hearing aid devices. (Deafmetal via AP)]
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As households and workplaces embark on spring cleaning, it's possible to reduce clutter and find more mental peace.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"Things circulate into our lives all too easily. We need a competitive plan for things to circulate out," said Matt Baier, owner of Matt Baier Organizing in Stamford, Connecticut. "A good example of that is buying on Amazon. It's so easy. Boxes come in. We have so many houses that are just piled with boxes, opened and unopened, things that need to be returned, boxes that need throwing out."

    
A pile of postponed decisions
There are many reasons we accumulate clutter. Sometimes we don't know where to put whatever's landed in our hands. Other times a paper represents a task -- whether it's paying a bill or making a phone call -- that we can't tackle right away.
"Clutter is actually just a postponed decision or action," Van Den Berg said. "It's things we pick up and put down. So we're not making a decision about that piece of paper on your desk, or that book."
Taking a minute to put an item away in its proper place can save time in the long run. The paper that requires a phone call can go into a bin labeled "Action Items." 
"If everything's chaotic and you can't find anything, you're not bringing your best self to work," said Renee Brown, owner of Renee Brown Organizing, based in Minneapolis.
Making time for decluttering
A messy workspace can be intimidating. But you don't have to tackle it all in one day, Brown said. Committing to small decluttering sessions over the course of a week or months can make a difference.
" Look at your schedule. Can you find 15 minutes or 30 minutes and block it?" Brown asked. If you have more time, spend an hour. Set a timer and see how much you can get done, she advised.
Some workplaces are setting aside time for employees to declutter their files and email inboxes weekly or quarterly, said Jenny Albertini, owner of Decluttered by Jenny, who works with individual and corporate clients. 

    
"It's OK to spend an hour a week or however much you need to declutter your inboxes, organize your files," Albertini said. "Having that time scheduled in is what makes people feel accountable."
Employees can gather on Zoom to support each other while decluttering, she said.
Start by sorting
Many professional organizers suggest sorting objects of the same category together. That way, you can see how much of each group you have and let go of any extras. After gathering office supplies, you may find you have more staplers or charging cords than you'll ever need.
And with the full picture, Albertini said, "we can suddenly say, 'Oh, I didn't realize I kept buying extra pens, because some were in this drawer, and some were over in this cup, and some were in that shopping bag on the floor.'"
Baier, who demonstrates decluttering strategies on YouTube, recommends sorting on a clean surface such as a folding table. Set up bins for trash, recycling and papers to shred. Bankers boxes are convenient for sorting, and you can label them with sticky notes for categories such as electronics, office supplies and keepsakes, he said.

    
Label one box "elsewhere" for items that belong in a different room; but distribute them later so you don't get distracted, Baier said.
Once you've sorted items into categories, then go through each box to eliminate what you don't need. 

    
Tackling piles of papers
When facing a mass of paperwork, consider whether you're legally required to keep certain files, and then ask, "when was the last time you used this document?" Albertini said.
"Do you have anything coming up that you know you need it for? Is this hard copy the only one? Would you be able to do your work or task if you didn't have this anymore?" she said.
Baier recommends dividing papers into four groups: running files, which you need to act on; sitting files, which you need to access regularly; sleeping files, which you need to keep just in case but can store remotely; and dead files, which you no longer need.
"Identify why you keep the files, because when you're clear on why you keep something, it takes you to where it should go," Baier said.
With a paper decluttering system in place, you can repeat it annually and it should only take about 20 minutes, he said.
Digital decluttering
When organizing digital files, take the same approach as paper: Sort into categories, then reduce. Work in short bursts of time to prevent decision fatigue, Albertini said.
"We're really looking to deduplicate items or reduce the number that you have that really aren't that special," Albertini said.
With presentations, delete drafts and keep the final product. If you have photos of an event, choose the best two or three and delete the rest. With email, ask yourself, "Will I need this email again to get my job done? Will it provide knowledge or motivation for future work?" If the answer is no, delete it, Albertini said.
In some email programs, you can automatically send mail from a specific client or team into a folder. If you have thousands of unread emails, you can move those to a digital archive at the end of the year, Brown said. 
Think before you buy

One obvious way to reduce office clutter is to buy fewer things. It can be tempting to buy drawer dividers or trays to organize pens and scissors. But another route is to reuse cardboard iPhone or greeting card boxes.
"You don't have to go out and get expensive items," Brown said. "Let's find what you already have in the house and use it instead."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Working Well: Returning to the office can disrupt life. Here are some tips to navigate the changes
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jason LaCroix felt privileged to work from home, especially as a father to two young children. He needed flexibility when his son, then 6, suffered a brain injury and spent 35 days in intensive care.
LaCroix, a senior systems engineer based in Atlanta, took time off and then worked from home while managing his son's care and appointments. But LaCroix was laid off last February from that job, where he'd been working remotely for five years. His new role requires him to spend four days a week in a company office and commute for three hours a day.
"I want to be around for my kids," LaCroix, 44, said. "It's very important for me to be around for my son, because we almost lost him."
Heading into 2025, thousands of workers face an unsettling reality: after years of working from the comfort of home, they must return to the office full-time for the first time since the coronavirus pandemic or look for new work. 

    
Employees at Amazon, AT&T and other companies have been called back to the office five days per week. President-elect Donald Trump has vowed to fire federal workers who don't show up to do their jobs in-person. 
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[image: Thomas, a golden retriever mix, lies on a bed in Westchester County, New York, on July 7, 2024. (Lloyd Green via AP)]
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[image: Cleveland Indians right fielder Melky Cabrera sprays sunscreen before a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Sunday, July 22, 2018, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde, File)]
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[image: This image released by Deafmetal shows a selection of their hearing aid devices. (Deafmetal via AP)]
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"People always want to have flexibility," said Mark Ma, a University of Pittsburgh associate professor of business administration. "I have never heard anyone telling me that I thank my job because it's so rigid in its schedule."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Ma researched what happened when technology and finance companies in the S&P 500 stopped allowing employees to work remotely in recent years. He found the companies experienced high turnover rates after implementing return-to-office mandates, especially among female employees -- who often have childcare responsibilities -- and senior-level executives.

    
    
    
"Over the years, people have adjusted their lives. They've figured out, 'Oh wow, I can pick my kids up for school. Wow. I can caretake for my aging parents while I am still working,'" said Shavon Terrell-Camper, a therapist and mental wellness coach. "Once you have tasted work-from-home ... it's difficult to see your life going back to something that could've been unsustainable from the beginning." 
Workers and experts have advice to share about how to navigate the changes when an employer calls you back to the office. 

    
Seek flexibility 
Employers can compromise if their goal is to increase how much time staff members spend together. Ma suggests an "employee-choice" approach which gives teams the authority to decide how many days they will work in the office as a group. 
If that's not an option, employees also can ask to adjust their hours. LaCroix leaves home at 5 a.m. and works in the office until 2 p.m. to reduce time in traffic and allow him to be home when his kids get off the bus after school. His employer requires eight hours in the workplace but is flexible on which hours.
"A lot of people are pushing back, and they are trying to work out scenarios to see what type of flexibility does exist within the mandate," Terrell-Camper said.
Some are coming up with work-arounds that aren't endorsed by upper management. "Coffee badging" is a technique that involves heading to the office, swiping a company ID, having a coffee and leaving to work from home. Desperate to hold onto valuable employees, supervisors have tried a "hushed hybrid" approach, where they take their subordinates' ID badges and swipe them "in" and "out" to make it appear they've been in the office, Ma said. 

    
It's best to have an honest conversation with a manager about any personal needs and to "ask for forgiveness ahead of time, because your family is the most important thing," said Amy Dufrane, CEO of the Human Resource Certification Institute. Many companies have employee assistance programs that do more than most people realize, such as directing employees to resources that can help them care for parents or children, she said. 

    
Say what you need
Medical conditions can make it especially challenging to work on-site. Kyle Ankney, a public relations strategist based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, has cerebral palsy and needs a nurse to help him change a catheter three times a day. His health insurance will only send a nurse to one location, so working in an office isn't an option. 
"If that weren't an issue, I could find my way into the office," he said. 
Ankney, who ran his own PR firm for years, was seeking director-level roles, but a recruiter told him he should consider less-senior roles because of his need to work remotely. Instead, he applied to director-level jobs that were advertised as on-site or hybrid, and then reached out to explain his circumstances and ask if the hiring companies were open to him working from home. 
"While I would never normally, especially in a career setting, lead with, 'I have cerebral palsy and I'm in a wheelchair,' I'm finding that I'm almost having to make myself vulnerable in that way just to see if the opportunity is even there for me," Ankney said.

    
Weigh your options
Landing a fully remote job can be competitive. "There are going to be many people that don't have the luxury just to leave" their current jobs if they're required to return to the office, "especially in a volatile market such as we're in right now," Terrell-Camper said.
Attorney Holly Keerikatte was recently working on-site five days a week at a hospital, commuting about three hours a day and looking for a role that allowed more time with her family. She received two job offers. One was fully remote. The other paid 50% more but required a long commute. She recalled reading the phrase, "The only people who remember you worked late are your children." She chose the remote job. 
"My primary driver is what's best for my family," Keerikatte said. "My advice is to be up-front and transparent about what you want, what you're looking for and why."
Find bright spots 
When faced with the inevitability of returning to an office, look for the positives. Friendships can blossom as colleagues take coffee breaks together or sample new lunch spots. In-person conversations can spark ideas that wouldn't surface at home.
Employers can ease the transition by organizing activities that create camaraderie. For example, managers can put together a series of talks about the transition and have groups share what works for them, Dufrane said.
Face-to-face contact allows people to better understand what colleagues are thinking and doing, which helps prevent resentment and can provide helpful feedback. 
Video director Deborah Ann DeSnoo, who owns Plug-In Inc., a video production company in Chofu, Japan, says she has worked in many countries where the film industry was male-dominated and female directors like her were uncommon. She makes a point to connect with colleagues in person, giving her a chance to bond.
"You can read the air in a different way, and you find a solution," DeSnoo said. "When you're on a Zoom and they ignore you, there's nothing you can do."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Ping, ping ping. Here's what it's like to drive into a big hailstorm in the name of science
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                                        INSIDE A TEXAS HAILSTORM (AP) -- Wind roared against the SUV's windows as its tires sloshed through water dumped onto the road by the downpour. A horizon-wide funnel cloud loomed out the window, several miles away. Then came the loud metallic pings on the roof. First one, then another. Then it was too fast to count and too loud to hear much of anything else.
Hailstones were pelting down, and the car was driving toward them. 
"How big are they?" meteorology professor Kelly Lombardo asked from the passenger seat.
"Probably no more than a nickel or dime, but they're just flowing at 50 mph," said fellow researcher Matthew Kumjian as he steered through the flooded road.

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    A team of researchers is spending 6 weeks in the Great Plains chasing hail. It's a first-of-its-kind giant science project that may help better forecast an underappreciated weather hazard that costs the US about $10 billion a year in damage. (AP video by Brittany Peterson/Carolyn Kaster. Produced by Brittany Peterson)

                

                
            
        

    


Lombardo and Kumjian are part of a team of about 60 researchers chasing hail across the Great Plains to better forecast an underappreciated hazard that causes about $10 billion a year in damage in the U.S. The researchers brought along three Associated Press journalists to observe the first-of-its kind project called ICECHIP, including trips into the heart of the storms in fortified vehicles like the one driven by Kumjian. 

    
The payoff is data that could improve hail forecasts. Knowing what's going on inside a storm is crucial to knowing what's going to happen to people in its path, meteorologists said.
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[image: Retired National Weather Service forecaster David Imy gestures to an approaching storm during a Project ICECHIP operation Tuesday, June 3, 2025, near Tipton, Okla. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Storm chasers drive into extreme weather to study hail that causes billions in annual damage

            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                    
                

            

            

        

    
"We have a really tough time forecasting hail size," said Northern Illinois University meteorology professor Victor Gensini, one of the project leaders. "All scientific experiments start with data gathering, and without that data we don't know what we're missing. And so that's what this project is all about."
Inside a hail storm

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joey Toniolo ducks from falling hail as he moves back to Northern Illinois University's Husky Hail Hunter vehicle during a Project ICECHIP operation Friday, June 6, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Joey Toniolo ducks from falling hail as he moves back to Northern Illinois University's Husky Hail Hunter vehicle during a Project ICECHIP operation Friday, June 6, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On this afternoon, Lombardo and Kumjian, Penn State University professors who are married to each other, were negotiating rapid weather changes while collecting their data. 

    
    
    
Minutes before the hail started, the couple were launching three-foot wide weather balloons designed to give scientists a glimpse of what's happening in the leading edge of the storm. A tornado in the distance was slowly getting closer. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Red team and Project ICECHIP members Wyatt Ficek, left, and Ethan Mok, right, release a latex weather balloon with an attached instrument called a windsond into the inflow region of a storm to collect data during a Project ICECHIP operation Thursday, June 5, 2025, near Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Red team and Project ICECHIP members Wyatt Ficek, left, and Ethan Mok, right, release a latex weather balloon with an attached instrument called a windsond into the inflow region of a storm to collect data during a Project ICECHIP operation Thursday, June 5, 2025, near Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Project ICECHIP members from Northern Illinois University on the black team including Evelynn Mantia, left, and Olivena Carlisle, lower right, inflate a weather balloon with a radiosonde attached to collect data Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Tucumcari, N.M. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Project ICECHIP member and Central Michigan University student Jeanette Cavin inflates a weather balloon in a protective shelter to launch a radiosonde to collect data Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Tucumcari, N.M. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Project ICECHIP member and Central Michigan University student Jeanette Cavin inflates a weather balloon in a protective shelter to launch a radiosonde to collect data Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Tucumcari, N.M. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
Soon cell phones blared tornado alarms, and a nearby town's storm sirens roared to life. The couple jumped in the car and drove into a part of the storm where they could collect hail after it fell, the same stretch of flooded road where they encountered the 50 mph winds. A wind-meter protruding from the black SUV's front captured data that was displayed on Lombardo's laptop. 
"This is up there in terms of severity of winds and intensity of precipitation," Kumjian told an AP reporter after finding a safe place to pull over.
Elsewhere in the storm, Joshua Soderholm of the Australian Bureau of Meteorology launched weather balloons carrying devices built to mimic golf ball-sized hail and outfitted with microphones and special sensors. One flew up 8.9 miles at 163 mph. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A weather balloon soars in the sky that was released by members of Project ICECHIP's black team to collect data Friday, June 6, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    A weather balloon soars in the sky that was released by members of Project ICECHIP's black team to collect data Friday, June 6, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
"It's free floating. It does whatever the storm wants it to do," Soderholm said. "This is the only way you could actually get a measurement of what a hail storm might be doing.''

    
Researchers also deploy special funnels that capture pristine hail, crushers that measure how strong the ice balls are and other high-tech machinery, including radar and drones. 
Keeping storm chasers safe 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Northern Illinois University's Husky Hail Hunter is silhouetted near Lubbock, Texas, Friday, June 6, 2025, during a Project ICECHIP operation. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Northern Illinois University's Husky Hail Hunter is silhouetted near Lubbock, Texas, Friday, June 6, 2025, during a Project ICECHIP operation. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
The teams also use a variety of gear and practices to stay coordinated and safe. At morning briefings, they review forecasts to plan the safest way to reach the storms producing the most hail. At their destination, teams set up at varying distances to the storms, with three fortified vehicles driving into the heart of the weather. Each vehicle has radar screens in the front seats showing brilliant reds, oranges and yellows of the storm they chase.

    
Gensini is in a command vehicle that tracks and deploys the teams based on weather in real time. At times he has to rein in some enthusiastic chasers. So Northern Illinois meteorology student Katie Wargowsky radios a team deep inside a storm to find safety. Twice.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Victor Gensini, Northern Illinois University meteorology professor and a lead scientist of Project ICECHIP, works on a laptop in the command vehicle as members of Project ICECHIP stage at a Valero gas station Thursday, June 5, 2025, in Brownfield, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Victor Gensini, Northern Illinois University meteorology professor and a lead scientist of Project ICECHIP, works on a laptop in the command vehicle as members of Project ICECHIP stage at a Valero gas station Thursday, June 5, 2025, in Brownfield, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
The 21-year-old Wargowsky described how becoming a storm chaser began as an effort to overcome weather anxiety so intense she would dry heave while taking shelter in her family's basement. But confronting her fear helped her develop a deep curiosity that led her to chase tornadoes with her father. 

    
"You get a rush of adrenaline," she said. "You really start to notice the little things around you, and your head just feels kind of light. Your natural survival instincts tell you, you need to take shelter, and you need hide from it. But you just know that it's about to be some good research, and you are changing the world one storm at a time."
The three fortified vehicles are equipped with special metal mesh to protect their windshields. But it's not foolproof. The SUV driven by the Penn State researchers lost its windshield in May to sideways-blowing hail that flew under the mesh just 15 minutes into their first storm chase. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dashboard mascots Zeus, left, and Tor, right, sit in a car as AC/DC's ]



        

        
        
            
                    Dashboard mascots Zeus, left, and Tor, right, sit in a car as AC/DC's "Back in Black" plays on the stereo in Northern Illinois University's Husky Hail Hunter vehicle, as they drive into a storm during a Project ICECHIP operation, Friday, June 6, 2025, near Levelland, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Integrated Remote & In-Situ Sensing (IRISS) lab out of the University of Colorado Boulder and Project ICECHIP members, from left, Ceu Gomez-Faulk, Ryan Downey, Madison Ritsch and Andrew Mord sit atop what they call "Tracker One" in the Allsup's Convenience Store parking lot waiting for a storm, Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Tucumcari, N.M. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Project ICECHIP members, from left, Ethan Mok, Logan Bundy, Nathan Sonntag, Victor Gensini and Katie Wargowsky sit in chairs next to the command vehicle waiting for storms to develop Friday, June 6, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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Another one of the fortified vehicles, called the Husky Hail Hunter, was pelted by three-and-half-inch hail during a trip into a storm with an AP photographer aboard. 

    
"We're getting some new dents," said Tony Illenden, the Northern Illinois student at the wheel. "This is insane."
When he stepped out to collect a hailstone -- wearing a helmet to protect his head -- one slammed into his right hand, causing it to swell in what Gensini called the first hail injury of the season. A few days later Illenden, said his hand felt fine. 
Natural beauty and better roofing 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cars dive away from a storm during a Project ICECHIP operation Thursday, June 5, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Cars dive away from a storm during a Project ICECHIP operation Thursday, June 5, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
For the storm chasers, the payoff isn't just the data. It's also the natural beauty. Illenden's team, for example, collected a three-inch (81 millimeter) hailstone that looked like a rose. That same night a double rainbow emerged. 
After the storm passed, several vans descended on a Walmart parking lot to crush hailstones with special machines that measured how much force was needed to shatter them.
"In hailstones we have layers. So we start off with an embryo, and then you've got different growth layers," said Central Michigan University scientist John Allen. 
Since May 18, while logging more than 5,700 miles, the team has collected, measured, crushed, weighed and sliced hailstones as big as 5.5 inches, about the size of a DVD.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tony Illenden, left, and Tim Marshall measure a large hail shaped like a rose between the front seats of Northern Illinois University's Husky Hail Hunter vehicle during a Project ICECHIP operation Friday, June 6, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Tony Illenden, left, and Tim Marshall measure a large hail shaped like a rose between the front seats of Northern Illinois University's Husky Hail Hunter vehicle during a Project ICECHIP operation Friday, June 6, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of Project ICECHIP inspect shingles for hail damage during an operation Friday, June 6, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Members of Project ICECHIP inspect shingles for hail damage during an operation Friday, June 6, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
The study funded in part by $11 million from the National Science Foundation, which took eight years to plan, is already paying off even before researchers have had a chance to thoroughly review the data, scientists said. Gensini said one early data trend he's noticing is that "the largest hail that we found is not where we thought it would be in terms of the Doppler radar.'' And that's an issue because Doppler radar is the only tool forecasters have been using across the country to say where the big dangerous stones should be falling, he said. 
Given the federal cuts to science, particularly related to the climate, Gensini said this is likely the first and last time a hail project like this can be done, at least for several years.
Scientists from the insurance industry, which is helping fund the study, are testing new types of roof shingles that so far seem to resist hail better, said Ian Giammanco, a meteorologist at the Insurance Institute For Business and Home Safety.
"One of our goals is to replicate all of this back at our lab so we can really understand how durable our roofing materials are to all the different flavors of hail," he said. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Storm clouds form during a Project ICECHIP operation Friday, June 6, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Storm clouds form during a Project ICECHIP operation Friday, June 6, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Politics

    Trump EPA moves to repeal climate rules that limit greenhouse gas emissions from US power plants




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Warrick Power Plant, a coal-fired electricity-generating station, operates, April 8, 2025, in Newburgh, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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            The Warrick Power Plant, a coal-fired electricity-generating station, operates, April 8, 2025, in Newburgh, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin listens during the annual Alaska Sustainable Energy Conference on Tuesday, June 3, 2025, in Anchorage, Alaska. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]
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            EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin listens during the annual Alaska Sustainable Energy Conference on Tuesday, June 3, 2025, in Anchorage, Alaska. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Warrick Power Plant operates Tuesday, April 8, 2025, in Newburgh, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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            The Warrick Power Plant operates Tuesday, April 8, 2025, in Newburgh, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Former Rep. Lee Zeldin, R-N.Y., President-elect Donald Trump's pick to head the Environmental Protection Agency, appears before the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee on Capitol Hill, Jan. 16, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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            Former Rep. Lee Zeldin, R-N.Y., President-elect Donald Trump's pick to head the Environmental Protection Agency, appears before the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee on Capitol Hill, Jan. 16, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MATTHEW DALY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday proposed repealing rules that limit planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions from power plants fueled by coal and natural gas, an action that Administrator Lee Zeldin said would remove billions of dollars in costs for industry and help "unleash" American energy.
The EPA also proposed weakening a regulation that requires power plants to reduce emissions of mercury and other toxic pollutants that can harm the brain development of young children and contribute to heart attacks and other health problems in adults.
The rollbacks are meant to fulfill Republican President Donald Trump's repeated pledge to " unleash American energy " and make it more affordable for Americans to power their homes and operate businesses.
If approved and made final, the plans would reverse efforts by Democratic President Joe Biden's administration to address climate change and improve conditions in areas heavily burdened by industrial pollution, mostly in low-income and majority Black or Hispanic communities.

    
    
    

    
The power plant rules are among about 30 environmental regulations that Zeldin targeted in March when he announced what he called the "most consequential day of deregulation in American history."



    
        




    




Zeldin said Wednesday the new rules would help end what he called the Biden and Obama administrations' "war on so much of our U.S. domestic energy supply."

    
    
    
"The American public spoke loudly and clearly last November,'' he added in a speech at EPA headquarters. "They wanted to make sure that ... no matter what agency anybody might be confirmed to lead, we are finding opportunities to pursue common-sense, pragmatic solutions that will help reduce the cost of living ... create jobs and usher in a golden era of American prosperity."
Environmental and public health groups called the rollbacks dangerous and vowed to challenge the rules in court.

    
Dr. Lisa Patel, a pediatrician and executive director of the Medical Society Consortium on Climate & Health, called the proposals "yet another in a series of attacks" by the Trump administration on the nation's "health, our children, our climate and the basic idea of clean air and water."
She called it "unconscionable to think that our country would move backwards on something as common sense as protecting children from mercury and our planet from worsening hurricanes, wildfires, floods and poor air quality driven by climate change."
"Ignoring the immense harm to public health from power plant pollution is a clear violation of the law,'' added Manish Bapna, president and CEO of the Natural Resources Defense Council. "If EPA finalizes a slapdash effort to repeal those rules, we'll see them in court."

    
    
    
The EPA-targeted rules could prevent an estimated 30,000 deaths and save $275 billion each year they are in effect, according to an Associated Press examination that included the agency's own prior assessments and a wide range of other research.
It's by no means guaranteed that the rules will be entirely eliminated -- they can't be changed without going through a federal rulemaking process that can take years and requires public comment and scientific justification.

    
Even a partial dismantling of the rules would mean more pollutants such as smog, mercury and lead -- and especially more tiny airborne particles that can lodge in lungs and cause health problems, the AP analysis found. It would also mean higher emissions of greenhouse gases, driving Earth's warming to deadlier levels.

    
Biden, a Democrat, had made fighting climate change a hallmark of his presidency. Coal-fired power plants would be forced to capture smokestack emissions or shut down under a strict EPA rule issued last year. Then-EPA head Michael Regan said the power plant rules would reduce pollution and improve public health while supporting a reliable, long-term supply of electricity.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Warrick Power Plant operates Tuesday, April 8, 2025, in Newburgh, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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The power sector is the nation's second-largest contributor to climate change, after transportation.
In its proposed regulation, the Trump EPA argues that carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases from fossil fuel-fired power plants "do not contribute significantly to dangerous pollution" or climate change and therefore do not meet a threshold under the Clean Air Act for regulatory action. Greenhouse gas emissions from coal and gas-fired plants "are a small and decreasing part of global emissions,'' the EPA said, adding: "This Administration's priority is to promote the public health or welfare through energy dominance and independence secured by using fossil fuels to generate power."
The Clean Air Act allows the EPA to limit emissions from power plants and other industrial sources if those emissions significantly contribute to air pollution that endangers public health.
If fossil fuel plants no longer meet the EPA's threshold, the Trump administration may later argue that other pollutants from other industrial sectors don't either and therefore shouldn't be regulated, said Meghan Greenfield, a former EPA and Justice Department lawyer now in private practice at Jenner & Block LLP.

    
The EPA proposal "has the potential to have much, much broader implications," she said.
Zeldin, a former New York congressman, said the Biden-era rules were designed to "suffocate our economy in order to protect the environment," with the intent to regulate the coal industry "out of existence" and make it "disappear."
National Mining Association president and CEO Rich Nolan applauded the new rules, saying they remove "deliberately unattainable standards" for clean air while "leveling the playing field for reliable power sources, instead of stacking the deck against them."
But Dr. Howard Frumkin, a former director of the National Center for Environmental Health and professor emeritus at the University of Washington School of Public Health, said Zeldin and Trump were trying to deny reality.
"The world is round, the sun rises in the east, coal- and gas-fired power plants contribute significantly to climate change, and climate change increases the risk of heat waves, catastrophic storms and many other health threats," Frumkin said. "These are indisputable facts. If you torpedo regulations on power plant greenhouse gas emissions, you torpedo the health and well-being of the American public and contribute to leaving a world of risk and suffering to our children and grandchildren."
A paper published earlier this year in the journal Science found the Biden-era rules could reduce U.S. power sector carbon emissions by 73% to 86% below 2005 levels by 2040, compared with a reduction of 60% to 83% without the rules. 

"Carbon emissions in the power sector drop at a faster rate with the (Biden-era) rules in place than without them," said Aaron Bergman, a fellow at Resources for the Future, a nonprofit research institution and a co-author of the Science paper. The Biden rule also would result in "significant reductions in sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides, pollutants that harm human health," he said.
___
Associated Press writers Michael Phillis and Seth Borenstein contributed to this story.
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                    Climate

    Peanuts or almonds? Rice or millet? Planet-friendly grocery shopping choices go beyond cutting meat




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: An assortment of vegan, organic, locally sourced and wild caught food products sit in a shopping cart at a grocery store in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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            By 
            CALEIGH WELLS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        It's one of the most impactful climate decisions we make, and we make it multiple times a day.
The U.N. estimates about a third of the world's greenhouse gas emissions, the main driver of climate change, come from food. That pollution can come from several links in the food supply chain: how farmland is treated, how crops are grown, how food is processed and how it's ultimately transported.
Maybe you've already heard the short answer to minimizing your diet's impact on the planet: eat more plants and fewer animals. The data backs up that suggestion. Emissions from meat-rich diets are four times higher than that of vegan diets.

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    Want to make more planet-friendly choices at the grocery store? From chicken to beans and olive oil, these swaps could reduce your carbon footprint.

                

                
            
        

    


But so much focus on meats overshadows many other food choices that also impact the environment and can contribute to global warming. Here is a look at other important grocery store decisions:
Proteins

Swapping one serving of chicken per day for beef cuts a diet's emissions nearly in half. Ruminant animals such as cows, sheep and goats are the top drivers of emissions.
Those animals "are associated not only with nitrous oxide emissions, but they're also related to direct methane emissions because they burp them up while they digest food," said Marco Springmann, professorial research fellow in climate change, food systems and health at University College London.
Springmann said processed animal products have a higher impact on the planet, too: "You need 10 times the amount of milk to make one unit of cheese." So -- and this is true of most food groups -- the less processed the food, the smaller the environmental impact.
Plant-based proteins like legumes, beans and nuts all boast a much lower climate impact.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pork products line the cooler at a grocery store in New Orleans, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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Grains

The standout here is rice, and not in a good way.
"Rice uses a ton of water. It uses gobs of fertilizer. There's flooded rice paddy fields, and that water actually breeds all kinds of bacteria, and those bacteria produce methane gas," said eco-dietitian nutritionist Mary Purdy.
Purdy said the most planet-friendly alternative is just eating a bunch of different grains.

    
"The wheat, corn and soy world is very, very familiar to us because we've been seeing it. It's been heavily marketed. When was the last time you saw a commercial for millet or buckwheat?" she asked.
Diverse diets, Purdy said, incentivize biodiverse agriculture, which is more resilient to erratic weather -- a hallmark of climate change -- and makes healthier soil.
Fruits and vegetables

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bananas are displayed inside Walmart Supercenter on Wednesday, May 28, 2025, in North Bergen, N.J. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)]



        

        
        
            
                    Bananas are displayed inside Walmart Supercenter on Wednesday, May 28, 2025, in North Bergen, N.J. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
When it comes to produce, minimizing impact is less about choosing between foods and more about buying based on the way that food was grown.
Conventionally grown produce "very likely is using pesticides, fertilizer, and maybe more water because the soil isn't healthy," said Purdy.
Purdy said organic labels, such as Regenerative Organic Certified, indicate those foods had a smaller climate impact when they were grown. The tradeoff is that organic food has a lower yield, so it requires more land use and is often more expensive.
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[image: A school girl with an umbrella rides on her bicycle to school during a monsoon rain as clouds hover over the sky on the outskirts of Guwahati, India, June 20, 2024 (AP Photo/Anupam Nath, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Making climate-friendly lifestyle choices isn't always easy. India learned the hard way
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A person takes his dogs out for a quick break under billowing wildfire smoke off Highway 97 north of Buckinghorse River, British Columbia, May 30, 2025. (Nasuna Stuart-Ulin/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How to protect yourself from the bad air caused by Canada's wildfires
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rachael Z. Miller, founder of the Vermont-based Rozalia Project for a Clean Ocean, conducts a tape test on various clothing items to compare how much each material sheds microfibers on Thursday, April 17, 2025, in Granville, Vt. (AP Photo/Amanda Swinhart)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Your clothes are shedding bits of plastic. Here's what people are doing about it this Earth Day
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Local and "in season" foods also have a smaller climate impact, but not just for one of the reasons you may be thinking of: emissions from international shipping. Every day, thousands of large ships transport goods, including produce, around the world, and the fuel they use is heavily polluting.
However, "it's mostly those local emissions on trucks that are actually impactful, not the international shipping emissions," Springmann said.

    
Also, food grown nearby tends to be grown in a way that fits with the local climate and is less harmful to the environment.
"We're not trying to grow oranges in some place in a greenhouse," Purdy said.
Butter and oil

Plants win out over animals, again. Vegetable oils are less impactful than butter or lard. Springmann also said tropical oils are healthiest in moderation, such as those from coconuts or palms, because they have a higher fat content. Plus, palm oil is associated with deforestation.
As for nut butters, almonds might be a great option for limiting carbon emissions, but they require a lot of water. One study out of Tulane University found that a serving of peanuts has an emissions footprint similar to almonds but 30% less impact on water use.
Don't waste food

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dairy products line the cooler at a grocery store in New Orleans, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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Throwing less food away might sound obvious, but roughly a third of food grown in the U.S. is wasted.
Meal planning, freezing leftovers and checking the fridge before heading to the grocery store all help cut waste.
"The climate impact, the embedded water use, all of the labor and different aspects that went into producing that food, that all gets wasted if we don't eat it," Nicole Tichenor Blackstone, a professor at the Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy at Tufts University. 
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Health

    Kennedy's new CDC panel includes members who have criticized vaccines and spread misinformation




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dr. Robert Malone gestures as he stands in his barn on his horse farm July 22, 2020, in Madison, Va. (AP Photo/Steve Helber, File)]
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            Dr. Robert Malone gestures as he stands in his barn on his horse farm July 22, 2020, in Madison, Va. (AP Photo/Steve Helber, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Robert Malone works in his office on his horse farm in Madison, Va., July 22, 2020. (AP Photo/Steve Helber, File)]
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            Dr. Robert Malone works in his office on his horse farm in Madison, Va., July 22, 2020. (AP Photo/Steve Helber, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins, left, and Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr., wave as they leave an event about the Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) program and SNAP choice changes, Tuesday, June 10, 2025, at the USDA Whitten Building, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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            By 
            MIKE STOBBE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. on Wednesday named eight new vaccine policy advisers to replace the panel that he abruptly dismissed earlier this week. 
They include a scientist who researched mRNA vaccine technology and became a conservative darling for his criticisms of COVID-19 vaccines, a leading critic of pandemic-era lockdowns, and a professor of operations management.
Kennedy's decision to "retire" the previous 17-member Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices was widely decried by doctors' groups and public health organizations, who feared the advisers would be replaced by a group aligned with Kennedy's desire to reassess -- and possibly end -- longstanding vaccination recommendations.
On Tuesday, before he announced his picks, Kennedy said: "We're going to bring great people onto the ACIP panel - not anti-vaxxers - bringing people on who are credentialed scientists."

    
The new appointees include Vicky Pebsworth, a regional director for the National Association of Catholic Nurses. She has been listed as a board member and volunteer director for the National Vaccine Information Center, a group that is widely considered to be a leading source of vaccine misinformation. 



    
        




    




Another is Dr. Robert Malone, the former mRNA researcher who emerged as a close adviser to Kennedy during the measles outbreak. Malone, who runs a wellness institute and a popular blog, rose to prominence during the COVID-19 pandemic as he relayed conspiracy theories around the outbreak and the vaccines that followed. He has appeared on podcasts and other conservative news outlets where he's promoted unproven and alternative treatments for measles and COVID-19.

    
    
    
He has claimed that millions of Americans were hypnotized into taking the COVID-19 shots and has suggested that those vaccines cause a form of AIDS. He's downplayed deaths related to one of the largest measles outbreaks in the U.S. in years.

    
Malone told The Associated Press he will do his best "to serve with unbiased objectivity and rigor."
Other appointees include Dr. Martin Kulldorff, a biostatistician and epidemiologist who was a co-author of the Great Barrington Declaration, an October 2020 letter maintaining that pandemic shutdowns were causing irreparable harm. Dr. Cody Meissner, a former ACIP member, also was named. 
Abram Wagner of the University of Michigan's school of public health, who investigates vaccination programs, said he's not satisfied with the composition of the committee.
"The previous ACIP was made up of technical experts who have spent their lives studying vaccines," he said. Most people on the current list "don't have the technical capacity that we would expect out of people who would have to make really complicated decisions involving interpreting complicated scientific data."
He said having Pebsworth on the board is "incredibly problematic" since she is involved in an organization that "distributes a lot of misinformation."
Kennedy made the announcement in a social media post on Wednesday.

    
The committee, created in 1964, makes recommendations to the director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. CDC directors almost always approve those recommendations on how vaccines that have been approved by the Food and Drug Administration should be used. The CDC's final recommendations are widely heeded by doctors and guide vaccination programs.
The other appointees are:
--Dr. James Hibbeln, who formerly headed a National Institutes of Health group focused on nutritional neurosciences and who studies how nutrition affects the brain, including the potential benefits of seafood consumption during pregnancy. 
--Retsef Levi, a professor of operations management at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology who studies business issues related to supply chain, logistics, pricing optimization and health and health care management. In a 2023 video pinned to an X profile under his name, Levi called for the end of the COVID-19 vaccination program, claiming the vaccines were ineffective and dangerous despite evidence they saved millions of lives. Levi told the AP he would try to help inform "public health policies with data and science, with the goal of improving the health and wellbeing of people and regain the public trust."

    
--Dr. James Pagano, an emergency medicine physician from Los Angeles.
--Dr. Michael Ross, a Virginia-based obstetrician and gynecologist who previously served on a CDC breast and cervical cancer advisory committee. He is described as a "serial CEO and physician leader" in a bio for Havencrest Capital Management, a private equity investment firm where he is an operating partner. 
Of the eight named by Kennedy, perhaps the most experienced in vaccine policy is Meissner, an expert in pediatric infectious diseases at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center, who has previously served as a member of both ACIP and the Food and Drug Administration's vaccine advisory panel.

    
During his five-year term as an FDA adviser, the committee was repeatedly asked to review and vote on the safety and effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines that were rapidly developed to fight the pandemic. In September 2021, he joined the majority of panelists who voted against a plan from the Biden administration to offer an extra vaccine dose to all American adults. The panel instead recommended that the extra shot should be limited to seniors and those at higher risk of the disease.
Ultimately, the FDA disregarded the panel's recommendation and OK'd an extra vaccine dose for all adults.
In addition to serving on government panels, Meissner has helped author policy statements and vaccination schedules for the American Academy of Pediatrics.
ACIP members typically serve in staggered four-year terms, although several appointments were delayed during the Biden administration before positions were filled last year. The voting members are all supposed to have scientific or clinical expertise in immunization, except for one "consumer representative" who can bring perspective on community and social facets of vaccine programs.
Kennedy, a leading voice in the anti-vaccine movement before becoming the U.S. government's top health official, has accused the committee of being too closely aligned with vaccine manufacturers and of rubber-stamping vaccines. ACIP policies require members to state past collaborations with vaccine companies and to recuse themselves from votes in which they had a conflict of interest, but Kennedy has dismissed those safeguards as weak.
Most of the people who best understand vaccines are those who have researched them, which usually requires some degree of collaboration with the companies that develop and sell them, said Jason Schwartz, a Yale University health policy researcher.
"If you are to exclude any reputable, respected vaccine expert who has ever engaged even in a limited way with the vaccine industry, you're likely to have a very small pool of folks to draw from," Schwartz said.
The U.S. Senate confirmed Kennedy in February after he promised he would not change the vaccination schedule. But less than a week later, he vowed to investigate childhood vaccines that prevent measles, polio and other dangerous diseases.
Kennedy has ignored some of the recommendations ACIP voted for in April, including the endorsement of a new combination shot that protects against five strains of meningococcal bacteria and the expansion of vaccinations against RSV. 
In late May, Kennedy disregarded the committee and announced the government would change the recommendation for children and pregnant women to get COVID-19 shots.
On Monday, Kennedy ousted all 17 members of the ACIP, saying he would appoint a new group before the next scheduled meeting in late June. The agenda for that meeting has not yet been posted, but a recent federal notice said votes are expected on vaccinations against flu, COVID-19, HPV, RSV and meningococcal bacteria.
A HHS spokesman did not respond to a question about whether there would be only eight ACIP members, or whether more will be named later.
___
Associated Press reporters Matthew Perrone, Amanda Seitz, Devi Shastri and Laura Ungar contributed to this report.
___
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                    Health

    Hundreds of laid-off CDC employees are being reinstated




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Michael Beach protests President Donald Trump's proposed cuts to health services outside the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) headquarters in Atlanta on Tuesday, June 10, 2025. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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            Michael Beach protests President Donald Trump's proposed cuts to health services outside the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) headquarters in Atlanta on Tuesday, June 10, 2025. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anna Yousaf speaks at a demonstration protesting President Donald Trump's proposed cuts to health services outside Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) headquarters in Atlanta on Tuesday, June 10, 2025. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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[image: A sign stands at an entrance to the main campus of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, Georgia, Feb. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy, File)]
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            A sign stands at an entrance to the main campus of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, Georgia, Feb. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MIKE STOBBE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- More than 460 laid-off employees at the nation's top public health agency received notices Wednesday that they are being reinstated, according to a union representing the workers.
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services confirmed reinstatement notices went out to the former Centers for Disease Control and Prevention employees, but provided few details. 
About 2,400 CDC employees lost their jobs in a wave of cuts across federal health agencies in early April, according to a tally at the time.
Whole CDC programs were essentially shut down, including some focused on smoking, lead poisoning, gun violence, asthma and air quality, and workplace safety and health. The entire office that handles Freedom of Information Act requests was shuttered. Infectious disease programs took a hit, too, including programs that fight outbreaks in other countries, labs focused on HIV and hepatitis in the U.S., and staff trying to eliminate tuberculosis.

    
An estimated 200 of the reinstated workers are based in the CDC's National Center for HIV, Viral Hepatitis, STD, and Tuberculosis Prevention, HHS officials confirmed. Staffers at a CDC lab that does testing for sexually transmitted diseases are being brought back, said one CDC employee who wasn't authorized to discuss what happened and spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity.



    
        




    




Also reinstated are an estimated 150 employees at the CDC's National Center for Environmental Health, including people staffing a lab that works on lead poisoning, according to the union and employees.

    
    
    
Layoffs at federal agencies were challenged in lawsuits, with judges in some cases ordering federal agencies to halt terminations of employees.
Officials at HHS have never detailed how they made the layoff decisions in the first place. And they did not answer questions about why the notices went out, or how decisions were made about who to bring back.

    
HHS spokesperson Andrew Nixon said the agency was streamlining operations and that "the nation's critical public health functions remain intact and effective."
"The Trump Administration is committed to protecting essential services -- whether it's supporting coal miners and firefighters through NIOSH, safeguarding public health through lead prevention, or researching and tracking the most prevalent communicable diseases," he said. 
The reinstatements don't undo the damage being done by Kennedy and the Trump administration to federal public health, said members of Fired But Fighting, a group of affected CDC workers who have helped organize rallies in Atlanta. The most recent was in the rain on Tuesday, at which some attendees called for Kennedy to resign. 
"Bringing a few hundred people back to work out of thousands fired is a start, but there are still countless programs at CDC that have been cut, which will lead to increased disease and death," one of the group's founding members, Abby Tighe, said in a statement.
This is not the first time that employees at the Atlanta-based agency were told they were being terminated only to then be told to come back. After an earlier round of termination notices went out in February, about 180 CDC employees in March were told to come back.
__
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    Takeaways from AP's report on financial interests of RFK Jr. adviser who runs wellness platform




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This Friday, May 30, 2025, image shows part of the website of the company TrueMed, which was co-founded by Calley Means, a top aide to Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. (AP Photo)]
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            This Friday, May 30, 2025, image shows part of the website of the company TrueMed, which was co-founded by Calley Means, a top aide to Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. (AP Photo)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image from video provided by C-SPAN, Calley Means, a key adviser to Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., speaks during a news conference where the HHS and FDA announced plans to ban petroleum-based food dyes, in Washington, on April 22, 2025. (C-SPAN via AP)]
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            In this image from video provided by C-SPAN, Calley Means, a key adviser to Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., speaks during a news conference where the HHS and FDA announced plans to ban petroleum-based food dyes, in Washington, on April 22, 2025. (C-SPAN via AP)
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            MATTHEW PERRONE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Calley Means has built a following by railing against the U.S. health system, often hammering on alleged financial conflicts within the medical establishment.
Means, a top aide to Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., was hired as a White House adviser in March. He has used that position to accuse physician groups, federal agencies and government scientists of financial interests that bias their work.
Means, however, has his own stake in the sprawling health system. He's the co-founder of an online platform that offers dietary supplements, herbal remedies, exercise equipment, light therapy lamps and other wellness products.
The Associated Press found that Means' heated rhetoric against the medical mainstream often dovetails with the interests of his company Truemed, which features vendors who are prominent supporters of Kennedy's "Make America Healthy Again" movement. Because of his status as a temporary government employee, Means is exempt from publicly disclosing his financial details.

    
The AP reviewed more than two dozen interviews, speeches, articles and podcast appearances by Means both before and after he joined the government.
Here are some takeaways from the AP's reporting:

    
    
    
Attacking prescription drugs, promoting wellness alternatives
Means' company, Truemed, helps users take tax-free money out of their health savings accounts, or HSAs, to spend on things that wouldn't normally qualify as medical expenses, such as meal delivery services and homeopathic products -- remedies based on a centuries-old, debunked theory of medicine.
As a top messenger for the administration, Means has been promoting a new government report that calls for scaling back prescription drugs for depression, weight loss and other conditions.
By criticizing the use of drugs and other rigorously tested products, health experts say Means is furthering the interests of his company, which offers alternatives to traditional medicine.

    
"It reeks of hypocrisy," said Dr. Reshma Ramachandran, a health researcher at Yale University. "In effect, he is representing another industry that is touting nonregulated products and using his platform within the government to financially benefit himself."
In a written statement, Means said his government work has not dealt with matters affecting Truemed and has focused on issues like reforming nutrition programs and pressuring companies to phase out food dyes.
"Pursuing these large-scale MAHA goals to make America healthy has been the sole focus in my government work," Means said.
Undisclosed interests
The full extent of Means' potential financial conflicts are unclear because of his status as a special government employee.
Unlike presidential appointees and other senior officials, special government employees do not have to leave companies or sell investments that could be impacted by their work. Also, their financial disclosure forms are shielded from public release.
"It's a big problem," says Richard Painter, former White House ethics lawyer under George W. Bush. "I think it's a loophole."

    
Plugging products and business associates
While promoting the administration's accomplishments, Means has not shied away from plugging his own brand or those of his business partners.
When asked to offer health advice to listeners of a sports podcast, Outkick The Show, in April, Means suggested they read his book "Good Energy," which he co-authored with his sister, Dr. Casey Means.
He also recommended blood tests sold by Function Health, which provides subscription-based testing for $500 annually. The company was cofounded by Dr. Mark Hyman, a friend of Kennedy and an investor in Truemed, which also offers Hyman's supplements through its platform. 
Like dietary supplements, the tests marketed by Function Health are not clinically approved by the Food and Drug Administration.
"It ends up favoring these products and services that rest on flimsy grounds, at the expense of products that have actually survived a rigorous FDA approval process," said Dr. Peter Lurie, a former FDA official who is now president of the Center for Science in the Public Interest.

    
Steering medical dollars into health savings accounts
Means says he has not worked on issues impacting HSAs since joining the federal government. Federal ethics laws forbid government employees from taking part in decisions that could impact their financial situation.
But before joining government, Means said the mission of his company "is to steer medical dollars into flexible spending."
"I want to get that $4.5 trillion of Medicare, Medicaid, everything into a flexible account," he told fitness celebrity Jillian Michaels, on her podcast last year.
Truemed collects fees when users and partnering companies use its platform.
Means also founded a lobbying group, made up of MAHA entrepreneurs and Truemed vendors, that listed expanding HSAs as a goal on its website.
Means said in a statement that the group focused only on broad topics like "health care incentives and patient choice -- but did not lobby for specific bills."

    
Benefits of HSAs questioned
Expanding HSAs has been part of the Republican health platform for more than 20 years. The tax-free accounts were created in 2003 to encourage Americans in high-deductible plans to be judicious with their health dollars.
But HSAs have not brought down spending, economists say. They are disproportionately used by the wealthiest Americans, who have more income to fund them and bigger incentives to lower their tax rate.
Americans who earn more than $1 million annually are the group most likely to make regular HSA contributions, according to an analysis by the nonprofit Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. Most Americans with HSAs have balances less than $500.
HSA expansions in Trump's "One Big Beautiful Bill" are projected to cost the federal government $180 billion over the next 10 years. 
"These are really just tax breaks in the guise of health policy that overwhelmingly benefit people with high incomes," said Gideon Lukens, a former White House budget official during the Obama and Trump administrations.
___
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                    Health

    More at-home health tests are now available. How to know what's right for you




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This photo provided by Teal Health in May 2025 shows the company's Teal Wand self-collection kit for at-home cervical cancer screening. (Nicole Morrison/Teal Health via AP)]
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            This photo provided by Teal Health in May 2025 shows the company's Teal Wand self-collection kit for at-home cervical cancer screening. (Nicole Morrison/Teal Health via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Teal Health in May 2025 shows the company's Teal Wand self-collection device for at-home cervical cancer screening. (Nicole Morrison/Teal Health via AP)]
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            This photo provided by Teal Health in May 2025 shows the company's Teal Wand self-collection device for at-home cervical cancer screening. (Nicole Morrison/Teal Health via AP)
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                                        The doctor is in -- the mailbox, that is.
You can now do self-administered tests for everything from thyroid function to HIV in the privacy of your own home -- and that list continues to grow, as the Food and Drug Administration recently approved the first at-home cervical cancer test.
While the tests can make it easier for people to access health care and can be helpful for those who have extreme anxiety about sensitive or invasive medical exams, experts warn that most of the tests cannot replace an actual in-person visit. 
Here's what doctors say you can test for at home, and when you should make the trek to your physician's office. 
What kinds of at-home tests are available?
There are two kinds at "at-home tests."
In one type, the patient collects the sample and sends it off to a lab; the new cervical cancer test is like this. 
The other gives an instant result -- think COVID-19 and pregnancy tests.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


What are the benefits of at-home tests?
HIV home-testing kits can improve rates of diagnosing sexually transmitted infections in rural communities and help people who are nervous about going to the doctor to seek a sensitive test, said Dr. Joseph Cherabie, an infectious diseases specialist in St. Louis. 
"You really want to get people to care as quickly as possible, but some people could be very anxious about that results as well," Cherabie said. "And they have very negative reactions."
Labs are required to report a positive HIV test, instead of putting the onus on the patient who took the test, Cherabie said, and and, often, the patient is matched up with HIV support services.

    
    
    
"If you are part of a sexual and gender minority community, going to a doctor's office can be full of a lot of historical trauma, and you may prefer to just do testing at home without anyone judging you or asking you invasive questions about your sex life," Cherabie said.
The new cervical cancer test -- which tests for strains of human papillomavirus, or HPV -- involves a testing swab that's like a tampon, said Dr. Susan Modesitt, a gynecologic oncologist at Emory University in Atlanta. 

    
It is not, Modesitt said, a replacement for a Pap smear, the exam in which a metal speculum is inserted in the vagina to scrape cervix cells. A doctor's visit also involves a pelvic exam, a chance to talk about abnormal bleeding -- a sign of endometrial cancer -- and other symptoms and issues, like menopause or STIs. 
"There are so many other reasons to see your doctor and get an exam outside of a cervical cancer screening," she said.
The at-home cervical cancer test from Teal Health requires a prescription, and the company said that results are not left for the patient to interpret.
I live in a rural area -- can I take an at-home test?
Some at-home tests can replace a trip to the doctor's office. That's especially true in rural areas, where it can be difficult to get a colonoscopy.
"The colonoscopy requires a pre-op, and you have to drive maybe 70 miles for it," said Dr. Steven Furr, board chair of the American Academy of Family Physicians who practices in rural Alabama. "You get anesthesia. It's actually almost like a surgical procedure in many ways.
"So, for a lot of people, that's pretty arduous. That's where an at-home test can come in handy."
But, Furr said, if your test reveals issues, you need to go to your doctor. Plus, patients should always discuss test results with their physician instead of interpreting them on their own, he said.

    
Who shouldn't do at-home tests? 

If you have symptoms of what you're testing for, go to the doctor.
At-home colon cancer tests aren't the right option for people with a history of colon cancer or high-risk conditions, such as inflammatory bowel disease, said Dr. Zachariah Foda, a gastroenterologist at Johns Hopkins. He added that they're also not recommended for people who are having GI symptoms.
While there are tests for many things -- running anywhere from $15 to $400, depending on what is being evaluated -- Furr said it's essential to make sure that your test is FDA-approved so you can better trust the results.
"Anytime we get people involved in their own health care and help them understand what's going on, I think that's a good thing and it gives us a chance to talk," he said. "Any kind of screening is better than no screening."

    
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Dogs and cats can also suffer from allergies, but there are ways to help our furry friends
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            Allergies of all sorts can cause pets to scratch, lick, bite at themselves and groom excessively. But veterinarians say there are ways to ease your furry friend's suffering. (AP Video: Laura Bargfeld)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Karen Woodard check's Gail Friedman's dog, Ms. Roxie, for signs of allergies in Elmhurst, Ill. on May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)]
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            Dr. Karen Woodard check's Gail Friedman's dog, Ms. Roxie, for signs of allergies in Elmhurst, Ill. on May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gail Friedman holds her dog, Mr. Friedman, while Dr. Karen Woodard checks his ear for signs of allergies in Elmhurst, Ill. on May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)]
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[image: Various shampoos and cleansing products for treating allergies in pets sit on a shelf at Thrive Pet Healthcare in Elmhurst, Ill. on May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)]
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[image: Dr. Karen Woodard checks for fleas and ticks on Gail Friedman's allergy-prone dog, Mr. Friedman, in Elmhurst, Ill. on Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)]
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            Dr. Karen Woodard checks for fleas and ticks on Gail Friedman's allergy-prone dog, Mr. Friedman, in Elmhurst, Ill. on Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            LAURA UNGAR

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        About five years ago, Gail Friedman noticed her Parson Russell Terrier was constantly licking his paws and seemed super uncomfortable.
"The poor dog. I would put baby socks on his feet so that he wouldn't lick them or bite at them," said Friedman, of Oak Brook, Illinois. "I was constantly changing the socks, washing his feet a lot. Nothing worked."
It turned out her canine companion, Mr. Friedman, had allergies. 
It's a common and tricky problem in pets -- caused by various things such as pollen, dust, mold, chemicals and food -- but veterinarians say there are several ways to ease their suffering.

    
What sorts of allergies do dogs and cats get?
Allergies happen when the immune system overreacts to a foreign substance. Cats and dogs react to many of the same things people do, as well as pests like fleas.
There are no definitive recent statistics on how many pets have allergies, but research suggests the problem is growing.
"I probably see allergic dogs and cats every single day, probably multiple times a day," said Dr. Karen Woodard, medical director at Thrive Pet Healthcare-Elmhurst in Illinois.
About 90% of allergic pets react to environmental triggers, Woodard said, and the rest have food allergies only.



    
        

    


    
    




       
    
        


        
        
        
            
                                  
                        
                            More from Be Well 

    

                        
                    

            
        
        
        
        
    




    
            
        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Thomas, a golden retriever mix, lies on a bed in Westchester County, New York, on July 7, 2024. (Lloyd Green via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Should you let pets sleep next to you? (Does it even matter what the experts say?)
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cleveland Indians right fielder Melky Cabrera sprays sunscreen before a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Sunday, July 22, 2018, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                You should wear sunscreen even if you have darker skin. Here's why
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Deafmetal shows a selection of their hearing aid devices. (Deafmetal via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                From frustration to joy: What I learned about getting a hearing aid
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Dog breeds that are especially vulnerable include various types of terriers, boxers and bulldogs; in cats, it's Persians, Siamese and Himalayans. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Pets can even be allergic to other animals -- cats to dogs, dogs to cats and either to another species.
"It's possible for them to be allergic to us, just like we are to them," said Thrive's Dr. Anthea Elliott Schick of Scottsdale, Arizona, immediate past president of the American College of Veterinary Dermatology.

    
How can you tell if your pet has allergies?
Allergic cats and dogs aren't as likely as humans to sneeze and cough. More often, they scratch and lick themselves, shake their heads and develop ear infections.
Woodard said her Yorkie mix, Teddy, had the classic signs -- scratching around his shoulders and getting rashes and ear infections starting as a six-month-old puppy. She lived in the South at the time, and he tested positive for allergies to various trees and grasses there.
A common sign of allergies in her feline patients is "overdoing their grooming," said Woodard, who's on the Chicago Veterinary Medical Association's board of directors. "Cats shouldn't be pulling their hair out when they groom. So if you start seeing bald patches on your cat, even though the skin underneath it looks normal, that could be a sign of allergies."
Even food allergies, often to chicken, beef, lamb or other protein sources, frequently show up on the skin, although pets can have vomiting or diarrhea, too.
Rarely, pets can develop life-threatening anaphylactic reactions, perhaps after being stung by an insect. But most allergies are simply miserable for the animals. 
"It breaks my heart because it gets to a point that not only do I have socks on poor Mr. Friedman -- which is humiliating for him -- he sometimes gets so bad he has to wear the cone of shame," Gail Friedman said. "And that's not fair because he can't move around right, he can't sleep right. It's terrible."

    
How can you help your pet?
The first step is to get a diagnosis from the vet. This could involve allergy testing, or in the case of food allergies, an "elimination diet," which involves feeding limited ingredients the pet hasn't previously eaten.
If the allergy culprit is environmental, there are medications like anti-inflammatory drugs and newer oral and injectable medications for dogs to block chemical signals associated with itchiness. Food allergies may be treated with special diets such as "hydrolyzed" food, in which proteins are chemically broken down into tiny pieces.
All this can get expensive. Friedman estimates she's spent about $10,000 on testing, medication and care for Mr. Friedman and another allergic dog.
But vets say there are also ways to help pets at home by cleaning their bedding frequently, wiping their fur with a wet washcloth and giving them baths.
Outdoors, "they're almost acting like little Swiffers, getting allergens on their skin, and it goes through their skin and actually becomes a problem," Schick said. "We say bathe your dog, at a minimum, once a week if they're allergic."

    
After she's tried nearly everything, Friedman's dogs are still vexed by allergies. But they're doing better.
"I'm going to keep experimenting until we find what stops it completely," she said. "All you can do is try."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    AI chatbots need more books to learn from. These libraries are opening their stacks




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Books rest on a shelves at Langdell Hall, which houses the Harvard Law School library, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2025, in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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            Books rest on a shelves at Langdell Hall, which houses the Harvard Law School library, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2025, in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A bicyclist walks by Langdell Hall, the Harvard Law Library, on the Harvard Law School campus at Harvard University, Aug. 1, 2005, in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]
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            A bicyclist walks by Langdell Hall, the Harvard Law Library, on the Harvard Law School campus at Harvard University, Aug. 1, 2005, in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Greg Leppert, executive director at the Institutional Data Initiative, poses at Langdell Hall, which houses the Harvard Law School library, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2025, in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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            Greg Leppert, executive director at the Institutional Data Initiative, poses at Langdell Hall, which houses the Harvard Law School library, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2025, in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Greg Leppert, executive director at the Institutional Data Initiative, poses at Langdell Hall, which houses the Harvard Law School library, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2025, in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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            MATT O'BRIEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (AP) -- Everything ever said on the internet was just the start of teaching artificial intelligence about humanity. Tech companies are now tapping into an older repository of knowledge: the library stacks.
Nearly one million books published as early as the 15th century -- and in 254 languages -- are part of a Harvard University collection being released to AI researchers Thursday. Also coming soon are troves of old newspapers and government documents held by Boston's public library.
Cracking open the vaults to centuries-old tomes could be a data bonanza for tech companies battling lawsuits from living novelists, visual artists and others whose creative works have been scooped up without their consent to train AI chatbots.
"It is a prudent decision to start with public domain data because that's less controversial right now than content that's still under copyright," said Burton Davis, a deputy general counsel at Microsoft. 

    
Davis said libraries also hold "significant amounts of interesting cultural, historical and language data" that's missing from the past few decades of online commentary that AI chatbots have mostly learned from. Fears of running out of data have also led AI developers to turn to "synthetic" data, made by the chatbots themselves and of a lower quality.
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[image: Joey Toniolo ducks from falling hail as he moves back to Northern Illinois University's Husky Hail Hunter vehicle during a Project ICECHIP operation Friday, June 6, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Ping, ping ping. Here's what it's like to drive into a big hailstorm in the name of science
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How expressing gratitude can transform your work and life
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Brain Wilson, leader of The Beach Boys, performs the song "Heroes and Villains" during a rehearsal at a sound stage in Burbank, Calif., Sept. 22, 2004. (AP Photo/Kevork Djansezian, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                10 songs to celebrate the life and legacy of the Beach Boys' Brian Wilson
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Supported by "unrestricted gifts" from Microsoft and ChatGPT maker OpenAI, the Harvard-based Institutional Data Initiative is working with libraries and museums around the world on how to make their historic collections AI-ready in a way that also benefits the communities they serve.

    
    
    
"We're trying to move some of the power from this current AI moment back to these institutions," said Aristana Scourtas, who manages research at Harvard Law School's Library Innovation Lab. "Librarians have always been the stewards of data and the stewards of information."

    
Harvard's newly released dataset, Institutional Books 1.0, contains more than 394 million scanned pages of paper. One of the earlier works is from the 1400s -- a Korean painter's handwritten thoughts about cultivating flowers and trees. The largest concentration of works is from the 19th century, on subjects such as literature, philosophy, law and agriculture, all of it meticulously preserved and organized by generations of librarians. 
It promises to be a boon for AI developers trying to improve the accuracy and reliability of their systems. 
"A lot of the data that's been used in AI training has not come from original sources," said the data initiative's executive director, Greg Leppert, who is also chief technologist at Harvard's Berkman Klein Center for Internet & Society. This book collection goes "all the way back to the physical copy that was scanned by the institutions that actually collected those items," he said.
Before ChatGPT sparked a commercial AI frenzy, most AI researchers didn't think much about the provenance of the passages of text they pulled from Wikipedia, from social media forums like Reddit and sometimes from deep repositories of pirated books. They just needed lots of what computer scientists call tokens -- units of data, each of which can represent a piece of a word.

    
Harvard's new AI training collection has an estimated 242 billion tokens, an amount that's hard for humans to fathom but it's still just a drop of what's being fed into the most advanced AI systems. Facebook parent company Meta, for instance, has said the latest version of its AI large language model was trained on more than 30 trillion tokens pulled from text, images and videos. 
Meta is also battling a lawsuit from comedian Sarah Silverman and other published authors who accuse the company of stealing their books from "shadow libraries" of pirated works.
Now, with some reservations, the real libraries are standing up.
OpenAI, which is also fighting a string of copyright lawsuits, donated $50 million this year to a group of research institutions including Oxford University's 400-year-old Bodleian Library, which is digitizing rare texts and using AI to help transcribe them.

    
When the company first reached out to the Boston Public Library, one of the biggest in the U.S., the library made clear that any information it digitized would be for everyone, said Jessica Chapel, its chief of digital and online services.
"OpenAI had this interest in massive amounts of training data. We have an interest in massive amounts of digital objects. So this is kind of just a case that things are aligning," Chapel said.
Digitization is expensive. It's been painstaking work, for instance, for Boston's library to scan and curate dozens of New England's French-language newspapers that were widely read in the late 19th and early 20th century by Canadian immigrant communities from Quebec. Now that such text is of use as training data, it helps bankroll projects that librarians want to do anyway.

    
Harvard's collection was already digitized starting in 2006 for another tech giant, Google, in its controversial project to create a searchable online library of more than 20 million books.
Google spent years beating back legal challenges from authors to its online book library, which included many newer and copyrighted works. It was finally settled in 2016 when the U.S. Supreme Court let stand lower court rulings that rejected copyright infringement claims.
Now, for the first time, Google has worked with Harvard to retrieve public domain volumes from Google Books and clear the way for their release to AI developers. Copyright protections in the U.S. typically last for 95 years, and longer for sound recordings.
The new effort was applauded Thursday by the same authors' group that sued Google over its book project and more recently has brought AI companies to court.
"Many of these titles exist only in the stacks of major libraries and the creation and use of this dataset will provide expanded access to these volumes and the knowledge within," said Mary Rasenberger, CEO of the Authors Guild, in a Thursday statement. "Importantly, the creation of a legal, large training dataset, will democratize the creation of new AI models."
How useful all of this will be for the next generation of AI tools remains to be seen as the data gets shared Thursday on the Hugging Face platform, which hosts datasets and open-source AI models that anyone can download. 
The book collection is more linguistically diverse than typical AI data sources. Fewer than half the volumes are in English, though European languages still dominate, particularly German, French, Italian, Spanish and Latin.
A book collection steeped in 19th century thought could also be "immensely critical" for the tech industry's efforts to build AI agents that can plan and reason as well as humans, Leppert said. 
"At a university, you have a lot of pedagogy around what it means to reason," Leppert said. "You have a lot of scientific information about how to run processes and how to run analyses."
At the same time, there's also plenty of outdated data, from debunked scientific and medical theories to racist and colonial narratives. 

"When you're dealing with such a large data set, there are some tricky issues around harmful content and language," said Kristi Mukk, a coordinator at Harvard's Library Innovation Lab who said the initiative is trying to provide guidance about mitigating the risks of using the data, to "help them make their own informed decisions and use AI responsibly."
--------
The Associated Press and OpenAI have a licensing and technology agreement that allows OpenAI access to part of AP's text archives.
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    Critical minerals give China an edge in trade negotiations




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A town is built amongst the hills near Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            A town is built amongst the hills near Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A depleted tungsten mine is seen in Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            A depleted tungsten mine is seen in Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Heavy equipment moves earth in Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            Heavy equipment moves earth in Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Piles of earth are seen in Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            Piles of earth are seen in Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A government billboard with the slogan "Build the 'Three Major High Grounds', Implement the 'Five Major Strategies'" is seen in Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            A government billboard with the slogan "Build the 'Three Major High Grounds', Implement the 'Five Major Strategies'" is seen in Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            SIMINA MISTREANU

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        GANZHOU, China (AP) -- China's dominance over critical minerals in global supply chains was a powerful bargaining chip in trade talks between Beijing and Washington that concluded with both sides saying they have a framework to pursue a deal.
China has spent decades building the world's main industrial chain for mining and processing such materials, which are used in many industries such as electronics, advanced manufacturing, defense and health care. 
Mines and factories in and around Ganzhou, a key production hub for rare earths, underpin China's control over the minerals. Many residents grew up collecting rocks containing the valuable minerals from the forested hills surrounding the southern city and today make a living from mining, trading or processing them. 

    
    
    

Critical minerals as a trade issue

Responding to ever higher tariffs and other controls on advanced technology, China told exporters of certain key rare earths and other critical minerals to obtain licenses for every shipment abroad. Approvals can take weeks, leading to supply chain disruptions in the U.S. and other countries. 

    
President Donald Trump said Wednesday that China would make it easier for American industry to obtain much-needed needed magnets and rare earth minerals, clearing the way for talks to continue between the world's two biggest economies. In return, Trump said, the U.S. will stop efforts to revoke the visas of Chinese nationals on U.S. college campuses. 



    
        




    




But details remain scarce. Beijing has not confirmed what the negotiators agreed to, and Chinese President Xi Jinping and Trump himself have yet to sign off on it. 

    
    Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


The Chinese Commerce Ministry said Saturday it had approved a "certain number" of export licenses for rare earth products, apparently acknowledging Trump's personal request to Xi during a phone call last week. And on Wednesday, the Ganzhou-based rare-earth conglomerate JL MAG Rare-Earth Co. confirmed it had obtained some export licenses for shipments to destinations including the U.S., Europe and Southeast Asia.
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Experts say, however, Beijing is unlikely to do away with the permit system enabling it to control access to those valuable resources. 

    
"I think what the Chinese have proven is they have now created an entire export control regime for rare earths," said Daniel Kritenbrink, a partner at The Asia Group consultancy. "They can turn that spigot on and off at will." 
The only scenario in which China might deregulate its critical minerals export is if the U.S. fully removes tariffs imposed on Chinese goods as part of the trade war, said Wang Yiwei, a professor of international affairs at Renmin University, echoing the Chinese government's earlier stance.
"Without that," he said, "it will be difficult to blame China for continuing to strengthen its export controls."
An industry built over decades with government support

In 1992, Deng Xiaoping, the leader who launched China's ascent as the world's biggest manufacturing power, famously said "the Middle East has oil, China has rare earths," signaling a desire to leverage access to the key minerals. 

    
Several generations later, Beijing has made its rich reserves of rare earths, a group of 17 minerals that are abundant in the earth's crust but hard, expensive and environmentally polluting to process, a key element of China's economic security. In 2019, during a visit to a rare earth processing plant in Ganzhou, Xi described rare earths as a "vital strategic resource."
China today has an essential monopoly over "heavy rare earths," used for making powerful, heat-resistance magnets used in industries such as defense and electric vehicles.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Heavy equipment moves earth in Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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The country also produces around 80% of the world's tungsten, gallium and antimony, and 60% of the world's germanium -- all minerals used in the making of semiconductors, among other advanced technologies.
The risks of dependency on Chinese suppliers first came into focus in 2010, when Beijing suspended rare earths exports to Japan due to a territorial dispute. The ban was lifted after about two months, but as a precaution, Japan invested in rare earths processing plants in other countries and began stockpiling the materials. 
Beijing's across-the-board requirement for export licenses for some critical minerals has put pressure on world electronics manufacturers and automakers. 

    
Some auto parts makers in Europe have shut down production lines due to delays in supply deliveries, according to the European Association of Automotive Suppliers. In the U.S., Tesla CEO Elon Musk said a shortage of rare earths is affecting his company's work on humanoid robots.
China's critical minerals resources are dwindling

In the drab industrial hub of Ganzhou, cradled by the scenic Dayu Mountains, the U.S.-China trade war is still a distant stressor. Miners and small mineral traders interviewed by The Associated Press said they are more concerned about depleting the mountains' once-abundant resources.
Zhong, a tungsten factory manager in Ganzhou who would only give his last name, worked his way up to manager from a miner, but he's unsure there is a future for him and others in the industry. 

    
"I find growing difficulties to source tungsten these days," he said, adding that smaller mines and trading companies are slowly disappearing as the resources are dwindling. Tungsten is an ultra-hard metal used in armor-piercing ammunition, nuclear reactors and semiconductors.
At least five tungsten mines have closed in the area in recent years, according to state media. Remaining reserves are deeper and harder to extract and process after decades of exploitation, said Li Shangkui, chairman of the Ganzhou-based Jiangxi Yuean Advanced Materials Co., Ltd.
Processing factories in Ganzhou now routinely source materials from other provinces or other countries. Zhong's plant imports some raw materials from places like Africa and Cambodia. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A town is built amongst the hills near Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A government billboard with the slogan "Build the 'Three Major High Grounds', Implement the 'Five Major Strategies'" is seen in Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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Major state-owned and private companies in Ganzhou are also ramping up investments abroad. Tungsten producer Ganzhou Haisheng, for instance, announced last year a $25 million investment in a new tungsten plant in Thailand.
Whatever the challenges in procuring raw materials, China likely will seek to maintain its dominance in critical minerals, said Fabian Villalobos, an engineer and critical minerals expert at the RAND think tank. 
The U.S. lags far behind China on critical minerals

Between 2020 and 2023, the U.S. imported at least 70% of the rare earth compounds it used from China, according to the U.S. Geological Survey. It has diversified its sources in recent years, but still mainly relies on China. 
Since beginning his second term in office, Trump has made improving access to critical minerals a matter of national security. But the U.S. has an incredibly long way to go to catch up with China, experts say. 
The sole operational U.S. rare earths mine, in Mountain Pass, California, is unable to separate heavy rare earths. It sends its ore to China for processing. The U.S. Defense Department has provided funding to the mine's owner, MP Materials, to build new separation facilities. It will take months to build and still only produce a fraction of what is needed.
Friction over the issue has opened the way for government-backed financing that was unavailable before, said Mark Smith, who ran the Mountain Pass mine in the early 2010s and now leads NioCorp. It's seeking about $780 million in financing through the U.S. Export-Import Bank to build a processing facility in Nebraska for critical minerals including rare earths.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Piles of earth are seen in Ganzhou in southern China's Jiangxi province on March 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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The Defense Department has committed $439 million to building domestic rare earth supply chains, but building a complete mining and processing industrial chain like China's could take decades. 
"There are going to be some real issues here unless we can figure out how to get along with China for a period of time while we're developing our own resources and our mainstream processing," Smith said. 
The spotlight on critical minerals also provides opportunities for smaller miners to invest in extracting and processing some critical minerals, such as tungsten, considered "niche" because they are needed in relatively small amounts in key industries, said Milo McBride, an expert on sustainability and geopolitics at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

"For many of these companies, the business strategy hedges on a scenario where the U.S. and China become more confrontational and where trade relations become more uncomfortable," McBride said. "And all of a sudden, what was once an uneconomic project somewhere outside of China starts to make more sense."
___
Associated Press news researcher Shihuan Chen contributed to this story.
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    US-backed Israeli company's spyware used to target European journalists, Citizen Lab finds
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            ERIKA KINETZ and PAOLO SANTALUCIA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        ROME (AP) -- Spyware from a U.S.-backed Israeli company was used to target the phones of at least three prominent journalists in Europe, two of whom are editors at an investigative news site in Italy, according to digital researchers at Citizen Lab, citing new forensic evidence of the attacks.
The findings come amid a growing questions about what role the government of Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni may have played in spying on journalists and civil society activists critical of her leadership, and raised new concerns about the potential for abuse of commercial spyware, even in democratic countries.
"Any attempts to illegally access data of citizens, including journalists and political opponents, is unacceptable, if confirmed," the European Commission said in a statement Wednesday in response to questions from members of parliament. "The Commission will use all the tools at its disposal to ensure the effective application of EU law."
Meloni's office declined to comment Thursday, but a prominent member of her Cabinet has said that Italy "rigorously respected" the law and that the government hadn't illegally spied on journalists.



    
        




    




Mercenary spyware industry
The company behind the hacks, Paragon Solutions, has sought to position itself as a virtuous player in the mercenary spyware industry and won U.S. government contracts, The Associated Press found. 
Backed by former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak, Paragon was reportedly acquired by AE Industrial Partners, a private investment firm based in Florida, in a December deal worth at least $500 million, pending regulatory approvals. AE Industrial Partners didn't directly respond to requests for comment on the deal.

    
    
    
Paragon's spyware, Graphite, was used to target around 90 WhatsApp users from more than two dozen countries, primarily in Europe, Meta said in January. Since then, there's been a scramble to figure out who was hacked and who was responsible.
"We've seen first-hand how commercial spyware can be weaponized to target journalists and civil society, and these companies must be held accountable," a spokesperson for WhatsApp told AP in an email. "WhatsApp will continue to protect peoples' ability to communicate privately." Meta said the vulnerability has been patched and they have not detected subsequent attacks. Meta also sent a cease-and-desist letter to Paragon. Last month, a California court awarded Meta $168 million in damages from Israel's NSO Group, whose spyware was used to hack 1,400 WhatsApp accounts, including of journalists, activists and government officials.
Journalists targeted
The Citizen Lab's findings, released today, show that the use of spyware against journalists has continued, despite the backlash against NSO Group, and establish for the first time that Paragon was able to successfully infect Apple devices.
Ciro Pellegrino, who heads the Naples newsroom of an investigative news outlet called Fanpage.it, received a notice on April 29 that his iPhone had been targeted. 
Last year, Fanpage secretly infiltrated the youth wing of Meloni's Brothers of Italy party and filmed some of them making fascist and racist remarks. Pellegrino's colleague, Fanpage editor-in-chief Francesco Cancellato, also received a notice from Meta that his Android device had been targeted by Paragon spyware, though forensic evidence that his phone was actually infected with Graphite hasn't yet surfaced, according to Citizen Lab.

    
    Have a news tip?
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected]. For secure and confidential communications, use the free Signal app +1 (202) 281-8604.


    


The Citizen Lab's report today also revealed a third case, of a "prominent European journalist," who asked to remain anonymous, but is connected to the Italian cluster by forensic evidence unearthed by researchers at the laboratory, which is run out of the Munk School at the University of Toronto. The Citizen Lab, which has analyzed all the devices, said the attack came via iMessage, and that Apple has patched the vulnerability. Apple did not respond immediately to requests for comment.
"Paragon is now mired in exactly the kind of abuse scandal that NSO Group is notorious for," said John Scott-Railton, a senior researcher at the Citizen Lab. "This shows the industry and its way of doing business is the problem. It's not just a few bad apples."
Stealthy spyware
Paragon's spyware is especially stealthy because it can compromise a device without any action from the user. Similar to the NSO Group's notorious Pegasus spyware, which has been blacklisted by the U.S. government, Graphite allows the operator to covertly access applications, including encrypted messengers like Signal and WhatsApp.
"There's no link to click, attachment to download, file to open or mistake to make," Scott-Railton said. "One moment the phone is yours, and the next minute its data is streaming to an attacker."
Parliamentary oversight
COPASIR, the parliamentary committee overseeing the Italian secret services, took the rare step last week of making public the results of its investigation into the government's use of Paragon. The COPASIR report said that Italian intelligence services hadn't spied on Cancellato, the editor of Fanpage. 
The report did confirm the surveillance, with tools including Graphite, of civil society activists, but said they had been targeted legally and with government authorization -- not as activists but over their work related to irregular immigration and national security.
Giovanni Donzelli, vice president of COPASIR and a prominent member of Meloni's Brothers of Italy party, declined further comment Thursday, saying the parliamentary report was "more relevant than an analysis done by a privately funded Canadian laboratory."
Citizen Lab says it's "rigorously independent," and doesn't accept research funding from governments or companies.
Italy and Paragon both say they've terminated their relationship, but offer starkly different versions of the breakup.
Paragon referred questions to a statement it gave to Israeli newspaper Haaretz, in which the company said that it stopped providing spyware to Italy after the government declined its offer to help investigate Cancellato's case. Italian authorities, however, said they had rejected Paragon's offer over national security concerns and ended the relationship following media outcry.
U.S. contracts
Paragon has been keen to deflect reputational damage that could, in theory, impact its contracts with the U.S. government.
A 2023 executive order, which so far hasn't been overturned by U.S. President Donald Trump, prohibits federal government departments and agencies from acquiring commercial spyware that has been misused by foreign governments, including to limit freedom of expression and political dissent.
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security awarded Paragon a one-year, $2 million contract last September for operations and support of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, public records show.

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration has also reportedly used the spyware. In December 2022, Adam Schiff, the California Democrat who at the time chaired the House Intelligence Committee, wrote to the administrator of the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration questioning whether the DEA's use of Graphite spyware undermined efforts to deter the "broad proliferation of powerful surveillance capabilities to autocratic regimes and others who may misuse them."
___
Byron Tau in Washington, and Lorne Cook in Brussels, contributed to this report.
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    How to get along when college grads move back home with parents




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Graduates walk into the High Point Solutions Stadium before the start of the Rutgers University graduation ceremony in Piscataway Township, N.J., on May 13, 2018. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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[image: Graduates line up before the start of a community college commencement in East Rutherford, N.J., May 17, 2018. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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[image: Graduates at the University of Toledo appear at commencement ceremonies in Toledo, Ohio on May 5, 2018. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A shaky economy. Overwhelming student debt. Few job prospects. Some recent college graduates have a burdensome mountain of reasons to move back home. For others, the choice may be easy as they seek to save money, or desire the physical and emotional comforts of family.
But the familiar may feel different with the changing dynamics that come with growing up. One thing is certain: If you're a new grad or the parents of one, you're not alone in navigating new terrain. 
Maturity and respect among all parties is a good place to start before those packing boxes arrive. So is having a clear path forward. Consider these tips for making it all work.

    
Set clear expectations early
Richard Ramos, a parenting trainer and author of "Parents on a Mission," urges parents and their young adult children to break from their traditional roles.
For parents, shift from authority to ally.
"You're no longer parenting a teenager. You're relating to an emerging adult. Move from 'manager' to 'mentor.' Offer guidance, not control. Maintain your home as a launchpad, not a landing strip for them to get too comfortable in," he says.



    
        




    




Grads, come home with humility.
"You may have a degree, but you're still under your parents' roof," Ramos says. "Show appreciation. Contribute to the household. Asking before assuming you can simply take shows your growth as a young adult. Honor the space they've made for you."

    
    
    
Drill down to specifics
As a counselor and parent, Veronica Lichtenstein knows firsthand what Ramos means. Her 26-year-old son has been living at home for two years since graduation to save money for his first house.
"I've learned that clear, collaborative boundaries are the foundation of harmony," she says.
Lichtenstein has lots of practical advice, starting with a "living contract" created cooperatively.
"His proposed terms became the starting point for negotiation. This empowered him to take ownership while ensuring mutual respect. The final signed agreement covered everything from chores to quiet hours," she says.

    
Common areas must be left clean, for example, and advance notice is required if he plans group gatherings.
"Emphasize that this is a temporary, goal-oriented arrangement," Lichtenstein says. By that, she means: "We're happy to support you for 12 months while you save X dollars."
Regular check-ins keep everyone accountable.

    
    
    
Crystalize chores and shared resources
Amy McCready is the founder of PositiveParentingSolutions.com and author of "The Me, Me, Me Epidemic -- A Step-by-Step Guide to Raising Capable, Grateful Kids in an Over-Entitled World." 
She suggests setting expectations when it comes to shared resources.
"If they'll be driving your vehicle, be clear about when it's available, who pays for gas or maintenance, and what responsibilities go with the privilege," McCready says. "Use 'when-then' phrasing to keep things respectful and direct: When your responsibilities are done, then the car is available."
If conflict arises, it's often because everyone reverts to old roles and old rules, she says. "Pause and ask, 'Are we interacting like we did when they were 17?'" 
Then reset with intention. 

    
What about special guests?
Parents need to decide if conjugal visits for resident adult children are something they're comfortable with. Such overnight visits with romantic partners can be tricky, McCready notes.
"If overnight visits aren't something you're OK with, it's completely appropriate to set that boundary," she says. "You might say, 'We're so glad you're here, and we want everyone to feel comfortable. For us, that means no overnight guests while you're living at home.'"
Parents can ask to be told ahead of time if their grad plans to sleep elsewhere.
Parents, be careful not to judge
Eric Wood, director of the Counseling & Mental Health Center at Texas Christian University, says parents should check in on their frustrations over the new living scenario. Their graduate might feel embarrassed and worry that they're a burden.
"Don't judge, especially with the current job market and recent global events. It's important not to be critical of a graduate who must return home," he says. "Just like we advise incoming college students not to rush into a certain academic major, it's more important not to rush into an entry career position. Establishing a solid trajectory for a successful and happy career is the priority."

    
Wood said the new mantra for parents should be: Support, but don't problem solve when it comes to fully launching a grad.

"It's important for the parent or family member not to act as if they are trying to solve a problem," he says. "Doing so will only send a message that the graduate is a problem and could lead to conflicts."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/parenting-college-graduation-young-adults-moving-home-9403f107174fb50e2b827dff16559ff4



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Business

    How expressing gratitude can transform your work and life
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            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The first thing Alison C. Jones does when she wakes up is to name three things she's grateful for. It can be as simple as the breeze from a fan or as meaningful as the way a friend showed up for her emotionally.
Jones, an organizational development consultant, said the daily practice has helped her through hardships and the anxiety and vulnerability of starting her own business as a single mom.
"When you practice gratitude, you train your brain to always look for the positive in anything. It just completely shifts everything you're going through," she said. "You start to see the lessons in the pain. You start to see the beauty in the very difficult times because you realize, 'Hey, I'm growing stronger.'"
Practicing and encouraging gratitude can be a simple way to boost morale at a time when layoffs and economic uncertainty are causing stress and anxiety. Some employers have found that workers who receive expressions of gratitude show more engagement and willingness to help others. 

    
Other proponents say expressing and receiving appreciation can help reduce stress, as well as improve a person's mood and outlook. 
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[image: Joey Toniolo ducks from falling hail as he moves back to Northern Illinois University's Husky Hail Hunter vehicle during a Project ICECHIP operation Friday, June 6, 2025, in Morton, Texas. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Ping, ping ping. Here's what it's like to drive into a big hailstorm in the name of science
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Books rest on a shelves at Langdell Hall, which houses the Harvard Law School library, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2025, in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                AI chatbots need more books to learn from. These libraries are opening their stacks
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Brain Wilson, leader of The Beach Boys, performs the song "Heroes and Villains" during a rehearsal at a sound stage in Burbank, Calif., Sept. 22, 2004. (AP Photo/Kevork Djansezian, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                10 songs to celebrate the life and legacy of the Beach Boys' Brian Wilson
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




But despite its benefits, promoting gratefulness is often overlooked as a valuable way to spend time and resources in the workplace.
Experts in organizational change shared ways to incorporate more gratitude into the workday.

    
    
    
Start small
If you're new to practicing gratitude, you can start at home with a routine such as Jones' custom of expressing gratitude before getting out of bed. 
She made her gratitude practice easy so it would become a sustainable habit. Her one rule is avoiding repetition and stretching her mind to find new things to be grateful for each day.
Jones also recommends finding a "gratitude buddy" to share with. A buddy may be a friend from work or your social circles, and ideas can be exchanged in person, by text or email, or during a phone call. Many people find it helpful to list what they're grateful for in a journal.

    
Cultivating gratitude in the workplace
At work, a team leader can begin a staff meeting by expressing gratitude for what went well in the last week, suggested Peter Bonanno, a consultant who helps companies design mindfulness-based programs.
As humans, we often have a bias toward negativity, but gratitude "just does an enormous amount to shift people's mindsets and the way they engage with each other," he said. "Gratitude is especially powerful in that way. It doesn't take a long time for people to notice an impact."
O.C. Tanner Institute, a software and service company, helps organizations find effective ways to show appreciation to their employees, such as managers giving handwritten notes of thanks. The company helped American Airlines develop a system for managers and colleagues to recognize good work with points that can be applied to a catalog order. 
It also helped Amway create gift boxes to celebrate workers' accomplishments and important personal milestones, such as buying a home or adopting a child.
"Recognition impacts so many facets of the employee experience. And when you do it well, it connects people back to a deep sense of purpose and meaning," said Meghan Stettler, a director at O.C. Tanner. 

    
Some companies donate their own products to thank nurses, doctors, police officers, firefighters and other workers who serve their communities. Frontline Builders, a nonprofit organization launched during the pandemic, connects donors of snacks, drinks and personal care items with recipients. 
"We've all worked in that job where we weren't shown gratitude and realized how much that stinks," said Jason Lalak, partnership director at Frontline Builders. "Showing someone gratitude or showing appreciation doesn't really cost anything, and shouldn't be that difficult of a thing, and yet it's rarer than it should be."
Registered nurse Denise Wittsell remembers how quiet the hospital where she works became during the pandemic. The hallways of Denver Health, typically busy with families and guests, were suddenly empty as visits from outsiders were curtailed and patients battled illnesses alone.

    
Once in a while, someone from the community would deliver gifts of gratitude: tasty snacks or handmade cards from schoolchildren.
"Those spontaneous recognitions were really sweet," Wittsell said. "It just felt really kind, and it felt like there was a lot of wrapping around us, a very supportive feeling."
Taking it further
Wittsell is part of a team of volunteers at Denver Health's RESTORE program, which connects front-line hospital workers with trained peer responders for confidential emotional support. 
The hospital started the program as a way to improve and sustain the emotional well-being of its workforce, said Tia Henry, the program's director. Volunteers take shifts so someone is available around-the-clock to answer calls from hospital personnel who are struggling with stressful events such as losing a patient or witnessing violence. 

    
Volunteers and staff regularly express gratitude for the program, Henry said.
"I've had calls on my way to work: 'I'm having a hard time and I need to talk with somebody who gets it,'" Wittsell said. "It's a good way to give back to the people that I work with."
Aside from peer support, RESTORE also provides training and education to employees about stress, burnout and techniques to deescalate violence, Henry said. 
"We're not doing counseling or therapy, but we're using components of psychological first aid to truly engage timely with our teammates when they're distressed, helping them calm their nervous system and get back to the place of regulation where they can show back up and do what it is they need to do or they can lay something down and go back home," Henry said. "That is gratitude from my lens."
Indy Public Safety Foundation, an Indianapolis nonprofit organization that supports front-line workers, shows gratitude to police, firefighters and paramedics through awards banquets, trainings, and showing up with food, shaking hands and saying thank you after a community tragedy. 
Foundation staff members take gratitude a step further by providing tools and equipment such as electric bikes for police patrols. 
While front-line workers were applauded during the pandemic, "their work has continued and arguably not gotten any less stressful, and some of that support has waned," said Dane Nutty, the foundation's president and CEO.
Work for change
While practicing gratitude may make for a more pleasant on-the-job environment, it's not a replacement for better working conditions. It's good to be grateful to have a job that pays the bills. It's also important to ask for what's fair.
"Being grateful absolutely doesn't mean that we accept anything subpar or inappropriate," Jones said, adding that people should advocate for basic needs such as meal breaks. "It's important not to confuse gratitude with being passive."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    TikTok star Khaby Lame plays soccer in Brazil after US detention




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: TikTok star Khaby Lame poses for a photograph after being named UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador in Dakar, Senegal, Jan. 31, 2025. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui, File)]
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            By 
            GABRIELA SA PESSOA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        SAO PAULO (AP) -- Khaby Lame, the world's most-followed TikTok personality who left the U.S. after being detained by immigration agents, went to Brazil where he's been spending some time with friends, local authorities said Thursday.
Lame is staying with AC Milan player Emerson Royal, and has been enjoying time with local fans, Paulo Eduardo Dias Junior, a city councilman from Americana, about 78 miles (125 kilometers) northwest of Sao Paulo, told The Associated Press. 
On Wednesday night, they played a friendly soccer match with locals.
Lame left the United States after being detained on June 6 by immigration agents at Harry Reid International Airport in Las Vegas for allegedly overstaying his visa. The Senegalese-Italian influencer, whose legal name is Seringe Khabane Lame, was allowed to leave the country without a deportation order, according to a statement from U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.

    
Junior organized Wednesday's match on behalf of the nonprofit he leads, Instituto Jr Dias. He said that Lame and Royal's participation helped collect 150 food baskets for vulnerable families.



    
        




    




"Emerson Royal is a role model for the children in our community, and so is Khaby, who is globally known through social media. He's a sensation among kids today," Junior said. "He had a lot of fun with the kids and played a lot."
The councilman said that the team that Lame and Royal were on won 3-1. Everything went smoothly, he added, except for the post-match celebration. As is tradition in Brazil, players gathered for a barbecue. But Lame preferred a parmegiana, so they took him to a local restaurant, Junior said.
This is not Lame's first time in Brazil. Last year, he traveled to the country to attend Royal's wedding.

    
Met Gala and then detention
Lame arrived in the U.S. on April 30 and "overstayed the terms of his visa," an ICE spokesperson told the AP, which sent a message seeking comment Tuesday to the email address listed on Lame's Instagram account. He hasn't publicly commented on his detention.
His detention and voluntary departure from the United States comes amid U.S. President Donald Trump's escalating crackdown on immigration, including raids in Los Angeles that sparked days of protests against ICE, as the president tests the bounds of his executive authority.
A voluntary departure -- which was granted to Lame -- allows those facing removal from the U.S. to avoid a deportation order on their immigration record, which could prevent them from being allowed back into the U.S. for up to a decade.
The 25-year-old Lame rose to international fame during the pandemic without ever saying a word in his videos, which would show him reacting to absurdly complicated "life hacks." He has more than 162 million followers on TikTok alone.
The Senegal-born influencer moved to Italy when he was an infant with his working class parents and also has Italian citizenship.

His internet fame quickly evolved. He signed a multiyear partnership with designer brand Hugo Boss in 2022. In January, he was appointed as a UNICEF goodwill ambassador.
Last month, he attended the Met Gala in New York City, days after arriving in the U.S.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    Netanyahu's government survives vote to dissolve Israel's parliament




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu delivers a welcome message during a visit by Argentina's President Javier Milei to the Knesset, Israel's parliament, in Jerusalem, Wednesday, June 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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            Ultra-Orthodox Jewish men block a highway during a protest against army recruitment in Bnei Brak, Israel, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Israeli police officers disperse ultra-Orthodox Jewish men during a protest against army recruitment in Bnei Brak, Israel, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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            Israeli police officers disperse ultra-Orthodox Jewish men during a protest against army recruitment in Bnei Brak, Israel, Thursday, June 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            By 
            MELANIE LIDMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government survived an attempt to dissolve Israel's parliament early Thursday morning, with most of his ultra-Orthodox coalition partners joining him in voting against a bill that would have forced them to register for military service while the country is at war.
The vote was the most serious challenge to Netanyahu's government since the Hamas-led attack on southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, which was the biggest security failure in Israel's history and triggered the ongoing war in Gaza. The bill's failure means that no other piece of legislation to dissolve parliament, called the Knesset, can be submitted for at least six months, shoring up Netanyahu's embattled coalition. 
The ultra-Orthodox parties are furious that the government has failed to pass a law exempting their community from mandatory military service. The issue has long divided the Jewish Israeli public, especially during the 20-month war in the Gaza Strip.

    
Israel's opposition had hoped that the public anger over the exemptions would help topple the government. But just two of the 18 ultra-Orthodox members of the Knesset supported the bill. 



    
        




    




Most ultra-Orthodox legislators agreed to vote against the bill after Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee Chairman Yuli Edelstein said that he and the ultra-Orthodox parties had reached an understanding on the basis of a new draft law, which they will continue discussing over the coming week. 

    
    
    
Yitzhak Goldknopf, the head of the ultra-Orthodox United Torah Judaism party, resigned in protest as the Minister of Construction and Housing, but will remain a member of the Knesset. Ari Kalman, spokesperson for Goldknopf, said that the minister resigned because he was frustrated with Netanyahu's constant requests for more time to pass a draft exemption law.
"Whatever they haven't been able to do over the past year they won't do in a week," Kalman said. 

    
Military service is mandatory for most Jews in Israel, but the politically powerful ultra-Orthodox, who make up roughly 13% of Israeli society, have traditionally received exemptions if they are studying full time in religious seminaries.
The ultra-Orthodox, also known as Haredim, or "God-fearing" in Hebrew, say that integrating into the army threatens their traditional way of life. Each year, roughly 13,000 ultra-Orthodox men reach the conscription age of 18, but less than 10% enlist, according to parliament's State Control Committee, which held a hearing examining the issue.

Israel is engaged in the longest active war in the country's history, which has stretched its military to the breaking point. The Haredim's widespread refusal to serve, and threats to topple the government during wartime, have enraged many Israelis, especially those who have served multiple rounds of reserve duty.
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    Hamas says it killed 12 Israeli-backed fighters. Israeli-supported group says they were aid workers
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            Scores of people returned to Gaza's southern city of Khan Younis on Wednesday from distribution centres in Rafah, with some carrying aid parcels and boxes on their shoulders. (AP video shot by Mohammad Jahjouh. Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            According to Nasser Hospital, which received the bodies, more than a dozen people were killed in the area of Rafah where people have been moving almost daily to receive aid in some of the hubs operated by the U.S. backed company, Gaza Humanitarian Foundation. (AP video shot by Mariam Dagga. Production by Wafaa Shurafa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Smoke rises to the sky following an Israeli strike in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, June 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Smoke rises to the sky following an Israeli strike in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, June 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Smoke from Israeli bombardment billows over the Gaza Strip, seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, June 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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            Smoke from Israeli bombardment billows over the Gaza Strip, seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, June 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An Israeli army armored personnel carrier maneuvers near the Israel-Gaza border, southern Israel, Wednesday, June 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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            An Israeli army armored personnel carrier maneuvers near the Israel-Gaza border, southern Israel, Wednesday, June 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            An Israeli army armored personnel carrier maneuvers near the Israel-Gaza border, southern Israel, Wednesday, June 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            SAMY MAGDY and KAREEM CHEHAYEB

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CAIRO (AP) -- A unit of Gaza's Hamas-run police force said it killed 12 members of an Israeli-backed Palestinian militia after detaining them early Thursday. An Israel-supported aid group, however, said the dead were its aid workers, eight of whom were killed when Hamas attacked their bus. 
It was not immediately possible to verify the competing claims or confirm the identities of those killed. The militia, led by Yasser Abu Shabab, said its fighters had attacked Hamas and killed five militants but made no mention of its own casualties. It also accused Hamas of detaining and killing aid workers.
The deaths were the latest sign of turmoil surrounding the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, a private contractor that Israel says will replace the U.N. in distributing food to Gaza's more than 2 million people. The past two weeks, dozens of Palestinians have been killed and hundreds wounded in near daily shootings as they try to reach GHF centers, with witnesses saying Israeli troops nearby have repeatedly opened fire.

    
On Wednesday, at least 13 people were killed and 170 wounded when Israeli forces fired toward a crowd of Palestinians near a GHF food center in central Gaza, according to al-Awda Hospital, which received the casualties. The military said it fired warning shots overnight at a gathering that posed a threat, hundreds of meters (yards) from the aid site.



    
        




    




Internet and phone lines, meanwhile, were down across Gaza, according to telecom provider Paltel and the Palestinian telecoms authority. They said a key line was severed during an Israeli operation and that the military would not allow technicians into the area to repair it.
The Israeli military said it was looking into the reports. Previous blackouts have deepened Gaza's isolation and made it difficult for people to call first responders after airstrikes.

    
'They were aid workers'
Israel has barred international journalists from entering Gaza, making it difficult to confirm what happened in the killings early Wednesday near the southern city of Khan Younis.
GHF said Hamas attacked a bus carrying more than two dozen of its local Palestinian aid workers, killing at least eight and wounding others. It said it feared some had been taken hostage. 
"We condemn this heinous and deliberate attack in the strongest possible terms," it said. "These were aid workers. Humanitarians. Fathers, brothers, sons, and friends, who were risking their lives every day to help others."
The Israeli military circulated 's GHF's statement but declined to provide its own account of what happened. 
Rev. Johnnie Moore, a Christian evangelical adviser to U.S. President Donald Trump who was recently appointed head of GHF, called the killings "absolute evil." 
GHF says its staff at the centers include unarmed Palestinian employees. Much of the staff are armed international contractors, mainly Americans, guarding the centers.
The Abu Shabab group fighters are deployed inside the Israeli military zones that surround the GHF centers, according to witnesses. Earlier this week, witnesses said Abu Shabab militiamen  had opened fire on people en route to a GHF aid hub, killing and wounding many. GHF says it does not work with the Abu Shabab group. Last week, Israel acknowledged it is supporting armed groups of Palestinians who are opposed to Hamas.

    
Hamas says it killed traitors
Hamas has rejected the GHF system and threatened to kill any Palestinians who cooperate with the Israeli military. 
The Sahm police unit, which Hamas says it established to combat looting, released video footage showing several dead men lying in the street, saying they were Abu Shabab fighters who had been detained and killed for collaborating with Israel.
It was not possible to verify the images or the claims around them.
Mohammed Abu Amin, a Khan Younis resident who was at the scene, said a crowd celebrated the killings, shouting "God is greatest" and condemning those killed as traitors to the Palestinian cause and agents of Israel.
Ghassan Duhine, who identifies himself as a major in the Palestinian Authority's security forces and deputy commander of the Abu Shabab group, posted a statement online saying Abu Shabab fighters had clashed with Sahm and killed five. He denied that the bodies in the image were of the group's fighters.
The Palestinian Authority, led by rivals of Hamas and based in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, has denied any connection to the Abu Shabab group, but many of the militiamen identify themselves as PA officers.

    
Aid initiative already marred by controversy 
Aid workers say Gaza is at risk of famine because of Israel's renewed military campaign and its 2 1/2 month ban o n imports of food, fuel, medicine to Gaza, which was slightly eased in mid-May.
The United Nations and major aid groups have rejected the Israeli and U.S.-backed GHF system. They say it is unable to meet Gaza's needs and allows Israel to use aid as a weapon to enact its military plans - including plans to move Gaza's entire population to the south of Gaza, near the GHF hubs. Some fear this could be part of an Israeli plan to coerce Palestinians into leaving Gaza.

    
Israel and the United States say the new system is needed to prevent Hamas from siphoning off aid from the long-standing U.N.-run system.
The Israeli military on Thursday released what it said were seized Hamas documents that show the group siphons off aid.
One of the documents, apparently showing part of the minutes from a meeting held last year, included an item saying that the Qassam Brigades, Hamas' armed wing, had previously taken 25% of the aid but had agreed to settle for 7%, with 4% going to the Hamas-run government and 4% to the political movement. It did not specify the source or quantity of the aid. Israel did not release the entire document.
The documents also detailed Hamas' efforts to keep traders from hoarding goods and charging inflated prices for them. One of them appeared to acknowledge that some such traders had links to Hamas.
The Associated Press could not confirm the authenticity of the documents.
U.N. officials deny there has been any systematic diversion of aid by Hamas. But they say they have struggled to deliver the little amount of supplies that Israel has allowed in for them the past month because of Israeli restrictions and the breakdown of law and order in Gaza. 
Mounting lawlessness in Gaza
The ongoing war and mounting desperation have plunged Gaza into chaos, with armed gangs looting aid convoys and selling the stolen food. The Hamas-run police force has largely gone underground as Israel has repeatedly targeted its forces. The military now controls more than half of the territory.
The war began when Hamas-led militants attacked southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and taking 251 hostage. They are still holding 53 captives, less than half of them believed to be alive, after most of the rest were released in ceasefire agreements or other deals.
Israel's military campaign has killed over 55,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which has said women and children make up more than half of the dead. It does not say how many of those killed were civilians or combatants.

Israel's offensive has flattened large areas of Gaza and driven around 90% of the population of roughly 2 million Palestinians from their homes. The territory is almost completely reliant on humanitarian aid because nearly all of its food production capabilities have been destroyed.
___
Chehayeb reported from Beirut. Associated Press writer Sam Mednick in Tel Aviv, Israel, contributed.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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    Southern Baptist public policy arm survives challenge to its conservative credentials




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Messengers attending the Southern Baptist Convention lay on hands and pray over missionaries during the 2025 SBC Annual Meeting, Tuesday, June 10, 2025, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Richard W. Rodriguez)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Messengers attending the Southern Baptist Convention lay on hands and pray over missionaries during the 2025 SBC Annual Meeting, Tuesday, June 10, 2025, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Richard W. Rodriguez)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Messengers attending the Southern Baptist Convention participate in worship during the 2025 SBC Annual Meeting, Tuesday, June 10, 2025, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Richard W. Rodriguez)]
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[image: A messenger attending the Southern Baptist Convention participates in worship during the 2025 SBC Annual Meeting, Tuesday, June 10, 2025, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Richard W. Rodriguez)]
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            Messengers attending the Southern Baptist Convention participate in worship during the 2025 SBC Annual Meeting, Tuesday, June 10, 2025, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Richard W. Rodriguez)
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            PETER SMITH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Southern Baptist representatives on Wednesday fended off two efforts to move the staunchly conservative body even more sharply to the right, giving a vote of confidence to its public-policy agency and defeating a proposed constitutional ban on churches with women pastors.
The votes came just before the adjournment of the two-day annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, the nation's largest Protestant denomination.
Church "messengers" voted 3,744-2,819 to retain their public policy agency, rejecting calls for its abolition from those who allege the entity is tainted by liberal affiliations on immigration issues and who want it to be even more conservative than it already is.
The bid to enshrine a ban on churches with women pastors in the SBC constitution received a 3,421-2,191 vote, but that 61% majority fell short of the two-thirds support needed to initiate a constitutional ban.

    
The measures reflect debate only on the degree of conservatism in the SBC. It comes just a day after messengers overwhelmingly endorsed a call to overturn the Supreme Court's Obergefell v. Hodges decision legalizing same-sex marriage, and any other court and legislative actions with similar results. And it comes in a denomination that officially opposes women pastors, and where the debate is over whether that applies to women in subordinate pastoral roles. 



    
        




    




The action affirming the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission amounted to a vote of confidence in the public advocacy voice of the nation's largest evangelical body, coming at a time when Christian conservatives have unprecedented influence in Washington.

    
    
    
Willy Rice, senior pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Clearwater, Florida, said he filed the motion to abolish the ERLC with the aim of making it heed member criticisms. Had the measure passed, he argued, it would have given the agency time to enact changes by next year's annual meeting, when its fate would have come up for a final vote.

    
"But make no mistake, this motion is a wake-up call," he said.
But Richard Land, a former longtime president of the commission, said it would be "tragic" to silence Baptists' voice in Washington.
"We have more opportunity right now to influence public policy in our nation's capital than we have had in my lifetime," Land said. "We have a president who is more sympathetic. ... We have more congressmen and senators who are sympathetic to what we as Southern Baptists are trying to do, and to turn back the barbarians at the gate in our culture."
President Donald Trump has created at least three religion-focused entities with a strong evangelical Christian influence, reflecting the overwhelming support he's received from that demographic.
Brent Leatherwood, president of the ERLC, presented a slideshow in defense of the organization. It included a photo of him with House Speaker Mike Johnson, a fellow Southern Baptist. A day before the vote, an ERLC event championed a Tennessee ban on certain medical treatments for transgender minors that faces a Supreme Court challenge.
Abolishing the organization "means the public square would be abandoned by the SBC, losing a powerful voice for the truth of the Gospel and in effect, rewarding secular efforts to push religion out," Leatherwood said.

    
What does the ERLC do?
While not a lobbying organization, the ERLC has advocated against abortion and transgender rights. It has promoted a strongly pro-Israel stance, a longtime evangelical priority. The commission has also provided ultrasound machines for organizations that seek to dissuade women from having abortions. 
Leatherwood credited the ERLC with advocating for the repeal of Roe v. Wade, which was realized in a 2022 Supreme Court decision ending the nationwide right to an abortion. That was followed by abortion bans in several states. Leatherwood also touted ERLC advocacy for a pending congressional move to defund Planned Parenthood.
But some criticism focused on the ERLC's opposition to criminal penalties for women who seek abortions.
"Time after time, they've opposed righteous pro-life legislation that seeks equal justice for the unborn, arguing that those who choose abortion should face no legal consequences," Ethan Jago, pastor of Five Bridges Church in Panama City, Florida, said in calling for the vote to abolish the commission.

    
Rice contended that "outside progressive advocacy organizations have financially supported" the commission. But Leatherwood said more than 98% of commission funding comes from the SBC, with the remaining coming Baptist state conventions and individuals. 
While the ERLC has been criticized for its advocacy on immigration reform, the commission says it has promoted only stances in keeping with official SBC resolutions calling for both the rule of law and respect for human dignity.

    
Women in pastoral roles debated
The proposal on women pastors was a rerun of recent years' meetings. A similar proposal received two-thirds of votes in 2023, but fell just short of the necessary supermajority in 2024.
Wednesday's vote sought to restart the process.
The denomination's official statement of belief, the Baptist Faith and Message, reserves the role of pastor to men.
Southern Baptist churches are self-governing. But the convention can kick them out if deemed not in "friendly cooperation," based in part on how closely they adhere to the Baptist Faith and Message on issues such as women pastors.
But there remain disagreements over whether the faith statement applies only to women as a senior pastor or similar role, or whether it applies to ministry assistants with the title of pastor. 
In recent years, the convention began purging churches that either had women as lead pastors or asserted that they could serve that role. That included one of its largest congregations, California's Saddleback Church.
But when an SBC committee this year retained a South Carolina megachurch with a woman on its pastoral staff, some argued this proved the need for a constitutional amendment. The church later quit the denomination of its own accord.
Other ERLC-related controversies
Criticism has long dogged the ERLC. After Leatherwood last year commended former President Joe Biden -- who is deeply unpopular among religious conservatives -- for withdrawing his reelection bid, the then-chairman of the commission announced his firing. However, the commission retracted that announcement and the chairman resigned when it became clear that its board's executive committee hadn't agreed to that. Instead, the board gave Leatherwood a strong vote of confidence along with a warning against stirring unnecessary controversy. 
A previous commission president drew fire for his harsh criticisms of pro-Trump pastors in 2016.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    World News

    Hamas dice haber matado a 12 combatientes; grupo con apoyo israeli afirma que eran cooperantes




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Un palestino carga un saco con comida y ayuda humanitaria distribuida por la Fundacion Humanitaria de Gaza, una organizacion respaldada por Estados Unidos, en Rafah, en el sur de la Franja, el 11 de junio de 2025. (AP Foto/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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                                        EL CAIRO, Egipto (AP) -- Una unidad de la policia controlada por Hamas en Gaza dijo que mato a 12 miembros de una milicia palestina respaldada por Israel despues de detenerlos el jueves temprano. Sin embargo, un grupo de ayuda apoyado por Israel afirmo que los muertos eran sus trabajadores humanitarios, ocho de los cuales murieron cuando Hamas ataco su autobus.
No fue posible verificar de momento las afirmaciones contradictorias ni confirmar las identidades de los fallecidos. La milicia, liderada por Yasser Abu Shabab, indico que sus combatientes habian atacado a Hamas y matado a cinco insurgentes, pero no menciono sus propias bajas. Tambien acuso a Hamas de detener y asesinar a trabajadores humanitarios.
Las muertes fueron el indicio mas reciente de la agitacion en torno a la Fundacion Humanitaria de Gaza (FHG), un contratista privado que Israel dice reemplazara a la ONU en la distribucion de alimentos a mas de 2 millones de personas en Gaza. En las ultimas dos semanas, decenas de palestinos han sido asesinados y cientos heridos en tiroteos casi diarios cuando intentan llegar a los centros de la FHG, y testigos senalan que las tropas israelies han abierto fuego repetidamente desde puntos cercanos.

    
El miercoles, al menos 13 personas murieron y 170 resultaron heridas cuando las fuerzas israelies dispararon hacia una multitud de palestinos cerca de un centro de alimentos de la FHG en el centro de Gaza, segun el Hospital al-Awda, que recibio a los heridos. El ejercito argumento que disparo tiros de advertencia durante la noche a una reunion que representaba una amenaza, a cientos de metros del sitio de ayuda.



    
        




    




Por otra parte, el proveedor de telecomunicaciones Paltel y la autoridad palestina de telecomunicaciones reportaron que las lineas de internet y telefono estaban caidas en toda Gaza. Una linea clave fue cortada durante una operacion israeli y el ejercito no permitia la llegada de los tecnicos a la zona para repararla, explicaron.
El ejercito israeli dijo que estaba investigando los reportes. Los cortes anteriores agravaron el aislamiento en el territorio y dificultaron las llamadas a los servicios de emergencia despues de los ataques aereos.

    
"Eran trabajadores humanitarios"
Israel ha prohibido la entrada de periodistas internacionales a Gaza, lo que dificulta confirmar lo que sucedio en los asesinatos del miercoles temprano cerca de la ciudad surena de Jan Yunis.
La FHG dijo que Hamas ataco un autobus que transportaba a mas de dos docenas de sus trabajadores humanitarios palestinos locales, matando al menos a ocho e hiriendo a otros. Apunto que temia que algunos hubieran sido tomados como rehenes.
"Condenamos este atroz y deliberado ataque en los terminos mas energicos posibles", indico la nota. "Eran trabajadores humanitarios. Padres, hermanos, hijos y amigos que arriesgaban sus vidas todos los dias para ayudar a los demas".
El ejercito israeli difundio la declaracion de la FHG, pero se nego a ofrecer su propia version de lo sucedido.
El reverendo Johnnie Moore, un asesor evangelico del presidente de Estados Unidos, Donald Trump, que fue nombrado recientemente director de la FHG, califico los decesos de "maldad absoluta".

    
La FHG dice que su personal en los centros incluye empleados palestinos desarmados. Gran parte del personal son contratistas internacionales armados principalmente estadounidenses, que custodian los centros.
Los combatientes del grupo Abu Shabab estan desplegados dentro de las zonas militares israelies que rodean los centros de la FHG, segun testigos. A principios de semana, testigos dijeron que los milicianos de Abu Shabab habian disparado contra gente que se dirigia a un centro de ayuda de la FHG y dejaron varios muertos y heridos. La FHG ha negado que trabaje con el grupo de Abu Shabab. La semana pasada, Israel reconocio que esta apoyando a grupos armados de palestinos que se oponen a Hamas.

    
Hamas afirma que abatio a traidores
Hamas ha rechazado el sistema de la FHG y ha amenazado con matar a cualquier palestino que coopere con el ejercito israeli.
La unidad Sahm de la policia, que Hamas dice que se creo para combatir los saqueos, publico videos que mostraban a varios hombres muertos tendidos en la calle y apunto que eran combatientes de Abu Shabab que habian sido detenidos y asesinados por colaborar con Israel.
No fue posible verificar las imagenes ni las afirmaciones en torno a ellas.
Mohammed Abu Amin, un residente en Jan Yunis, dijo que estaba en el lugar del ataque y que la multitud lo celebraba gritando "Dios es el mas grande" y tachando a los fallecidos de traidores a la causa palestina y agentes de Israel.
Ghassan Duhine, quien se identifica como responsable de las fuerzas de seguridad de la Autoridad Palestina y subcomandante del grupo Abu Shabab, publico un comunicado en internet en el que senalo que se enfrentaron a Sahm y mataron a cinco de sus efectivos. Nego que las imagenes compartidas por la unidad policial fueran de combatientes de su milicia.
La Autoridad Palestina, dirigida por rivales de Hamas y con sede en la Cisjordania ocupada por Israel, ha negado cualquier conexion con el grupo Abu Shabab, pero muchos de los milicianos se identifican como oficiales de la AP.

    
Iniciativa de ayuda, empanada por la polemica
Los trabajadores humanitarios advierten que Gaza esta en riesgo de hambruna debido a la renovada campana militar de Israel y a su prohibicion de 2 meses y medio de importar alimentos, combustible y medicinas a Gaza, que fue ligeramente aliviada a mediados de mayo.
Naciones Unidas y los principales grupos de ayuda han rechazado el sistema de la FHG respaldado por Israel y Estados Unidos. Afirman que es incapaz de satisfacer las necesidades de Gaza y permite a Israel utilizar la ayuda como arma para llevar a cabo sus planes militares, incluidos los planes para trasladar a toda la poblacion de Gaza al sur de Gaza, cerca de los centros de la FHG. Algunos temen que esto pueda formar parte de un plan israeli para coaccionar a los palestinos a abandonar Gaza.
Israel y Estados Unidos sostienen que el nuevo sistema es necesario para evitar que Hamas desvie la ayuda del sistema gestionado desde hace anos por la ONU.
El ejercito israeli publico el jueves lo que dijo eran documentos incautados a Hamas que muestran que el grupo desvia la ayuda.
Uno de los documentos, que aparentemente muestra parte de las actas de una reunion celebrada el ano pasado, incluia un punto que decia que las Brigadas Qassam, el brazo armado de Hamas, anteriormente tomaban el 25% de la ayuda, pero habian acordado conformarse con el 7%, con un 4% destinado al gobierno controlado por Hamas y un 4% al movimiento politico. No especificaba la fuente o cantidad de la ayuda. Israel no publico el documento completo.
Los documentos tambien detallaban los esfuerzos de Hamas para evitar que los comerciantes acaparen bienes y cobren precios inflados por ellos. Uno de ellos parecia reconocer que algunos de esos comerciantes tenian vinculos con Hamas.
The Associated Press no pudo confirmar la autenticidad de los documentos.
Los funcionarios de Naciones Unidas niegan que haya habido un desvio sistematico por parte de Hamas. Pero dicen que han tenido dificultades para entregar la poca cantidad de suministros que Israel les ha permitido en el ultimo mes debido a las restricciones israelies y al colapso del orden publico en Gaza.
Aumenta la anarquia en Gaza
La guerra y la creciente desesperacion han sumido a Gaza en el caos, con bandas armadas que saquean los convoyes de ayuda para vender la comida robada. La fuerza policial controlada por Hamas, que antes de la guerra mantenia un alto nivel de seguridad publica, ha pasado en gran parte a la clandestinidad mientras Israel ha dirigido repetidos ataques aereos contra sus efectivos. El ejercito controla ahora mas de la mitad del territorio palestino.
La guerra comenzo cuando insurgentes liderados por Hamas atacaron el sur de Israel el 7 de octubre de 2023 y mataron a unas 1.200 personas, en su mayoria civiles, ademas de tomar a otras 251 como rehenes. Todavia hay 53 cautivos en Gaza, pero se cree que menos de la mitad siguen con vida. La mayoria de los demas rehenes fueron liberados en acuerdos de alto el fuego o de otro tipo.
La campana militar de Israel se ha cobrado la vida de mas de 55.000 palestinos, segun el Ministerio de Salud del enclave, que sostiene que mas de la mitad de los fallecidos son mujeres y menores. Su conteo no distingue entre victimas civiles y combatientes.

La ofensiva israeli ha arrasado vastas zonas de Gaza y desplazo alrededor del 90% de sus aproximadamente dos millones de residentes de sus hogares. El territorio depende casi completamente de la ayuda humanitaria porque casi todas sus capacidades de produccion de alimentos han sido destruidas.
___
Chehayeb reporto desde Beirut, Libano. La periodista de The Associated Press Sam Mednick contribuyo a este despacho desde Tel Aviv, Israel.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Un avion de Air India con mas de 240 personas se estrella y explota en Ahmedabad




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: En esta foto, proporcionada por la Fuerza Central de Seguridad Industrial de India (CISF, por sus siglas en ingles) se muestran los restos de un avion que se estrello en la ciudad de Ahmedabad, en el estado de Gujarat, en el noroeste de India, el jueves 12 de junio de 2025. (CISF via AP)]
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[image: Rescatistas trabajan en el lugar donde se estrello un avion en la ciudad noroccidental de Ahmedabad, en el estado de Gujarat, India, el jueves 12 de junio de 2025. (AP Foto/Ajit Solanki)]
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[image: Bomberos trabajan en el lugar donde se estrello un avion en la ciudad noroccidental de Ahmedabad, en el estado de Gujarat, India, el jueves 12 de junio de 2025. (AP Foto/Ajit Solanki)]
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[image: Gente mira una humareda despues de que un avion se estrellara en Ahmedabad, en el estado de Gujarat, India, el jueves 12 de junio de 2025. (Mohan Nakum via AP)]
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                                        AHMEDABAD, India (AP) -- Un avion de pasajeros de Air India con destino a Londres con mas de 240 personas a bordo se estrello y exploto el jueves tras despegar en la ciudad de Ahmedabad, en el noroeste de India. Al parecer, no hay sobrevivientes, dijeron las autoridades.
Podian verse columnas de humo negro en el lugar donde el avion cayo y estallo en llamas, en el hostal de una facultad de medicina cerca del aeropuerto de Ahmedabad, una ciudad con una poblacion de mas de 5 millones de personas y capital de Gujarat, el estado natal del primer ministro, Narendra Modi.
Los bomberos rociaban los restos humeantes del avion, que habria estado completamente cargado de combustible poco despues del despegue, asi como un edificio adyacente de varios niveles. Muchos cuerpos carbonizados yacian en el suelo y varias partes del fuselaje estaban esparcidas por el lugar. Equipos del Ejercito indio colaboraban con las autoridades civiles para despejar los escombros y ayudar a tratar a los heridos.

    
Las imagenes tambien mostraban el cono de cola de la aeronave con las aletas estabilizadoras danadas aun adheridas, alojado cerca de la parte superior de uno de los edificios.



    
        




    




Modi califico el accidente como "desgarrador mas alla de las palabras" en una publicacion en redes sociales y dijo "mis pensamientos estan con todos los afectados".
"Parece que no hay sobrevivientes en el accidente aereo", dijo a The Associated Press el jefe de policia de la ciudad, G.S. Malik. El funcionario senalo que entre los muertos podria haber tanto pasajeros como personas en tierra.

    
    
    
"Se estan determinando las cifras exactas de victimas", agrego.
Divyansh Singh, vicepresidente de la Federacion de Asociaciones Medicas de Toda India, un organismo nacional que representa a los medicos residentes, dijo que al menos cinco estudiantes de la facultad de medicina murieron en tierra y otros 50 resultaron heridos. Afirmo que algunos de ellos estaban en estado critico y se teme que muchas personas esten "enterradas en los escombros".

    
La aerolinea dijo que el vuelo, con destino al aeropuerto de Gatwick, transportaba a 242 pasajeros y tripulantes, con 169 indios, 53 britanicos, siete portugueses y un canadiense. Faiz Ahmed Kidwai, director general de la direccion de aviacion civil, dijo a The Associated Press que el vuelo AI 171 de Air India, un Boeing 787-8, se estrello en una zona residencial llamada Meghani Nagar cinco minutos despues de despegar a la 1:38 de la tarde, hora local.
El primer accidente de un Boeing 787
El 787 Dreamliner es un avion de fuselaje ancho y bimotor. Este es el primer accidente de un Boeing 787, segun la base de datos de la Red de Seguridad de la Aviacion.
Boeing dijo que estaba al tanto de los reportes del accidente y que estaba "trabajando para recopilar mas informacion".
El consultor de aviacion John M. Cox, CEO de Safety Operating Systems, dijo a la AP desde Los Angeles que, aunque las primeras imagenes del accidente eran de mala calidad, parecia que la aeronave tenia la nariz hacia arriba y no estaba ascendiendo, lo cual es uno de los aspectos que los investigadores examinarian.

    
"En este momento, es muy, muy, muy pronto, no sabemos mucho", dijo. "Pero el 787 tiene un monitoreo de datos de vuelo muy extenso: los parametros en el registrador de datos de vuelo son miles, por lo que una vez que se obtenga ese registrador, se podra saber rapidamente que sucedio".
La aeronave se presento en 2009 y se han entregado mas de 1.000 a docenas de aerolineas, segun el sitio web flightradar24.
El presidente de Air India, Natarajan Chandrasekaran, dijo que, por el momento, "nuestra prioridad es apoyar a todas las personas afectadas y a sus familias".
Dijo en X que la aerolinea establecio un centro de emergencia y un equipo de apoyo para las familias que buscan informacion sobre las personas que iban a bordo.
"Nuestros pensamientos y mas profundas condolencias para las familias y seres queridos de todos los afectados por este devastador evento", dijo.

    
Reino Unido promete apoyo
El primer ministro britanico, Keir Starmer, califico el accidente como "devastador" y la ministra del gabinete britanico, Lucy Powell, dijo que el gobierno proporcionara "todo el apoyo que pueda" a los afectados por el accidente.
"Esta es una historia en desarrollo, y sin duda estara causando mucha preocupacion y angustia a las muchas, muchas familias y comunidades y a aquellos que esperan la llegada de sus seres queridos", dijo a los legisladores en la Camara de los Comunes.
"Enviamos nuestra mas profunda solidaridad y pensamientos a todas esas familias, y el gobierno proporcionara todo el apoyo que pueda tanto a quienes estan en India como a quienes estan en este pais", agrego.
Reino Unido tiene lazos muy estrechos con India. En el pais hay casi 1,9 millones de personas de ascendencia india, segun el censo de 2021.
Tambien llegaron condolencias del rey Carlos III, quien dijo que el y su esposa, la reina Camila, estaban "profundamente conmocionados" por el accidente.
"Nuestras oraciones especiales y la mas profunda solidaridad posible estan con las familias y amigos de todos los afectados por este incidente terriblemente tragico para tantas naciones, mientras esperan noticias de sus seres queridos", dijo en un comunicado.

    
Desastres aereos anteriores en India
El ultimo gran accidente de un avion de pasajeros en India fue en 2020, cuando un Boeing-737 de Air India Express se salio de una pista en lo alto de una colina en el sur de India, provocando la muerte de 21 personas.
El peor desastre aereo en India ocurrio el 12 de noviembre de 1996, cuando un vuelo de Saudi Arabian Airlines choco en el aire con un vuelo de Kazakhastan Airlines cerca de Charki Dadri en el estado de Haryana, matando a las 349 personas que iban a bordo de los dos aviones.
El accidente ocurrio dias antes de la inauguracion del Salon Internacional de la Aeronautica y el Espacio de Paris, una importante feria de aviacion donde Boeing y Airbus, su rival europeo, exhibiran sus aeronaves y competiran por pedidos de aviones de clientes de aerolineas.
Boeing ha estado recuperandose durante mas de seis anos despues de que el vuelo 610 de Lion Air, un Boeing 737 Max 8, se precipitara en el mar de Java frente a la costa de Indonesia minutos despues de despegar de Yakarta, provocando la muerte de las 189 personas a bordo. Cinco meses despues, el vuelo 302 de Ethiopian Airlines, un Boeing 737 Max 8, se estrello tras despegar de Adis Abeba, Etiopia, matando a 157 pasajeros y tripulantes.
Las acciones de Boeing Co. cayeron casi un 9% antes de que comenzaran las operaciones en Estados Unidos.
___

Roy informo desde Nueva Delhi. Los periodistas de The Associated Press Sheikh Saaliq en Srinagar, India, Pan Pylas, Kelvin Chan y Brian Melley en Londres y Annika Wolters, David Rising, Adam Schreck y Lorian Belanger en Bangkok contribuyeron a este informe.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    U.S. News

    Gobernador Abbott despliega mas de 5,000 tropas de la Guardia Nacional de Texas antes de protestas




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El gobernador de Texas, Greg Abbott, habla con la prensa frente al Ala Oeste de la Casa Blanca, el 5 de febrero de 2025, en Washington. (AP Foto/Alex Brandon, archivo)]
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                                        AUSTIN, Texas, EE.UU. (AP) -- El gobernador de Texas, Greg Abbott, afirmo el jueves que ha ordenado el despliegue de mas de 5.000 elementos de la Guardia Nacional de Texas, junto con mas de 2.000 policias estatales, para ayudar a las fuerzas del orden locales a gestionar las protestas contra el presidente Donald Trump y las redadas federales de inmigracion en curso.
El comunicado de Abbott no especifica a donde fueron enviadas las tropas, pero algunas fueron vistas en una protesta el miercoles por la noche en el centro de San Antonio, cerca del Alamo. Esa protesta atrajo a cientos de manifestantes, pero no se torno violenta.
Se planean mas protestas el sabado en San Antonio y en todo Texas, en ciudades como Houston, Austin y Dallas, como parte del movimiento nacional "No Kings" ("Reyes no").
Las protestas registradas a principios de esta semana en Austin y Dallas llevaron a enfrentamientos breves con la policia, que utilizo irritantes quimicos para dispersar a las multitudes . Aproximadamente una docena de personas fueron arrestadas.

    
"Las protestas pacificas son parte del tejido de nuestra nacion, pero Texas no tolerara la anarquia que hemos visto en Los Angeles en respuesta a la aplicacion de la ley de inmigracion por parte del presidente Donald Trump", expreso el gobernador Abbott. "Cualquiera que participe en actos de violencia o dane propiedad sera arrestado y castigado con todo el peso de la ley".




    
        




    




La medida del gobernador republicano de Texas contrasta con la del gobernador de California, Gavin Newsom, un democrata, quien ha chocado publicamente con Trump por su decision de desplegar elementos de la Guardia Nacional y de la marina en Los Angeles.
Los alcaldes de San Antonio y Austin han dicho que no pidieron a Abbott que movilizara a la Guardia Nacional a sus ciudades.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    [image: Dos personas pasan por delante de un grafiti con la frase "Protejan a la gente", realizado durante las ultimas protestas contra las redadas migratorias federales, el 11 de junio de 2025, en Los Angeles. (AP Foto/Damian Dovarganes)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- La policia efectuo varias detenciones en la segunda noche de toque de queda en el centro de Los Angeles el miercoles, mientras los alcaldes instaban al gobierno del presidente Donald Trump a retirar al ejercito y detener las redadas de inmigracion.
No habia rastro de los 700 marines que el presidente desplego en la ciudad. El mayor general Scott Sherman, que supervisa el despliegue de tropas de Trump, afirmo que los marines estaban recibiendo entrenamiento en desobediencia civil en una instalacion de la Armada en el condado de Orange. Los marines concluiran la formacion y se espera que esten en las calles de Los Angeles tan pronto como el jueves por la noche, agrego. Unos 2.000 soldados de la Guardia Nacional ya estan entrenados y muchos han desempenado labores de seguridad en las protestas, y se espera que otros 2.000 se unan mas tarde.

    
Alrededor de 500 efectivos de la Guardia Nacional desplegadas en las protestas han sido formados para acompanar a los agentes en operaciones de inmigracion, apunto.
En un primer momento, Sherman senalo que las tropas de la Guardia Nacional habian detenido temporalmente a algunos civiles. Mas tarde corrigio su declaracion afirmando que se habia basado en fotos y videos que habia visto y que resultaron no representar a miembros de la Guardia Nacional en Los Angeles.



    
        




    




Por el momento, casi 400 manifestantes han sido detenidos o arrestados en Los Angeles desde el sabado, segun la policia.

    
    
    
En los ultimos dias, en las principales ciudades de Estados Unidos se han celebrado protestas contra la campana migratoria del gobierno federal. La alcaldesa de Los Angeles, Karen Bass, se unio el miercoles a alcaldes democratas de todo el pais para pedir el fin de las redadas, que califico como una provocacion por parte de la Casa Blanca.
Aunque los criticos acusan a Trump de fabricar la crisis para obtener beneficios politicos y sembrar el caos, el presidente dijo en las redes sociales que Los Angeles habria quedado "completamente destruida" si no hubiera desplegado a la Guardia Nacional alli durante el fin de semana.
A continuacion, algunas cosas que debe saber sobre las protestas, el despliegue de tropas y los enfrentamientos entre las autoridades locales, estatales y federales:

    
Policia de Los Angeles responde rapido para controlar a manifestantes
La policia intervino con rapidez antes de la entrada en vigor de la segunda noche del toque de queda para apartar a los inconformes de un edificio federal.
En un caso, la policia a caballo cargo contra un grupo, golpeandolos con varas de madera y empujandolos fuera de un parque frente al Ayuntamiento. Los oficiales tambien dispararon proyectiles de control de multitudes.
El toque de queda, en vigor entre las ocho de la tarde y las seis de la manana, se aplica en una zona de alrededor de 2,5 kilometros cuadrados (una milla cuadrada) de la extensa ciudad de unos cuatro millones de habitantes. 
Antes el miercoles, el fiscal federal de Estados Unidos, Bill Essayli, anuncio cargos contra dos personas acusadas de lanzar bombas molotov a la policia. Ningun agente fue alcanzado, aunque la policia dijo que dos de sus efectivos resultaron heridos en las protestas el martes por la noche.

    
Redadas provocan protestas en otros lugares
Aunque la represion y las protestas han sido mas intensas en Los Angeles, los manifestantes han salido a la calle para protestar por la campana contra la inmigracion en otras ciudades importantes del pais, como Dallas y Austin, Texas, Chicago, Denver y Nueva York, donde las movilizaciones congregaron a miles de personas y hubo multiples arrestos.
La policia de la ciudad de Nueva York detuvo a 86 durante las protestas en la zona de Foley Square, en el bajo Manhattan, en la noche del martes al miercoles. Segun la comisaria de la policia, Jessica Tisch, la gran mayoria de los manifestantes fueron pacificos.
Los criticos con la labor del Servicio de Inmigracion y Control de Aduanas (ICE, por sus siglas en ingles) regresaron al bajo Manhattan el miercoles por la noche.
Para el sabado hay previstas movilizaciones en todo el pais pais bajo el lema "No Kings" ("No a los reyes"), coincidiendo con el desfile militar programado por el presidente en Washington.

    
Apoyo republicano a la represion
El gobernador de Florida, el republicano Ron DeSantis, dijo que los estados "no tienen el derecho de simplemente optar por no cumplir con la ley federal de inmigracion".
Funcionarios del Departamento de Seguridad Publica de Texas afirmaron que la Guardia Nacional de Texas estuvo presente en una protesta en el centro de San Antonio el miercoles.
El gobernador del estado, el tambien republicano Greg Abbott, se nego a ofrecer detalles acerca del despliegue de esas tropas antes de las protestas planeadas en la ciudad. No dijo si fue el o el presidente quien ordeno la movilizacion. 

    
?Que hay detras de las manifestaciones?
Las protestas, que comenzaron el viernes en el centro de Los Angeles antes de extenderse a las ciudades vecinas de Compton y Paramount al dia siguiente, han sido impulsadas por el malestar por la intensificacion de la aplicacion de las leyes migratorias por parte de Trump.
La zona es un objetivo propicio para las redadas, ya que se estima que el 10% de los residentes del condado de Los Angeles no tienen la documentacion en regla para estar en el pais.
Stephen Miller, jefe adjunto de despacho de la Casa Blanca y principal arquitecto de la politica migratoria del presidente, dijo a finales del mes pasado que el ICE deberia realizar al menos 3.000 arrestos al dia. Esto supondria un aumento drastico con respecto al periodo entre el 20 de enero y el 19 de mayo, cuando la agencia realizo un promedio de 656 detenciones al dia.
Los defensores de los inmigrantes sostienen que los trabajadores detenidos, algunos de ellos en el distrito de la confeccion, no tienen antecedentes penales y se les esta negando el debido proceso. Quienes abogan por los empleados de los lavaderos de autos afirmaron que solo dos de las 26 personas detenidas desde el fin de semana --25 trabajadores y un cliente-- habian sido localizadas. Uno de los empleados no localizados era el padre de Jaslyn Hernandez, que se suponia que iba a asistir a su graduacion el miercoles.
"No hemos podido encontrarlo y no es justo", dijo.
Newsom se enfrenta a Trump
El gobernador de California, el democrata Gavin Newsom, ha solicitado a un tribunal que suspenda de forma urgente la ayuda militar a los agentes federales de inmigracion. El juez fijo una audiencia para el jueves, lo que ofrece al gobierno un plazo de varios dias para continuar con su actividad.
La Casa Blanca califico la demanda de un "burdo truco politico que pone en peligro vidas estadounidenses" en su respuesta oficial el miercoles.
La medida acerca a las tropas a participar en acciones policiales como deportaciones, tal y como prometio Trump en su campana de represion. La Guardia Nacional puede detener de forma temporal a personas que ataquen a los agentes, pero cualquier arresto deberia ser realizado por las fuerzas del orden.
El ICE dijo en un comunicado que los soldados estaban proporcionando seguridad en instalaciones federales y protegiendo a los agentes federales.
En un discurso el martes, Newsom califico las acciones de Trump como el inicio de un "ataque" a la democracia.
"California puede ser la primera, pero esta claro que no terminara aqui. Otros estados seran los siguientes. La democracia es la siguiente", asevero.
Por otra parte, activistas por la libertad de prensa sugieren que los reporteros que cubren las protestas podrian estar siendo atacados. Reporteros Sin Fronteras senalo el miercoles que se han producido al menos 35 ataques a periodistas --30 de ellos por parte de las fuerzas del orden-- desde el inicio de las movilizaciones. 
___

Los periodistas de The Associated Press Jim Vertuno en Austin, Texas; David Collins en Nueva York; Jason Dearen, Jaimie Ding, Jake Offenhartz y Dorany Pineda en Los Angeles; Eliott Spagat en San Diego; Maryclaire Dale en Filadelfia y Lolita C. Baldor en Washington, contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    [image: Jaslyn Hernandez, hija de un trabajador de un lavado de autos, abraza a su hermana Kimberly Hernandez, y a su tio Juan Medina durante una conferencia de prensa con las familias de los trabajadores del lavado de autos detenidos por los agentes federales de inmigracion, el miercoles 11 de junio de 2025, en Culver City, California. (AP Foto/Ethan Swope)]
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[image: Miembros de la Guardia Nacional realizan ejercicios tras ser desplegados a Los Angeles, el miercoles 11 de junio de 2024, en Los Alamitos, California. (AP Foto/Jae C. Hong)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Decenas de alcaldes de toda la region de Los Angeles se unieron el miercoles para exigir que el gobierno del presidente Donald Trump ponga fin a las redadas de inmigracion intensificadas que han sembrado miedo en sus ciudades y han provocado protestas en todo Estados Unidos.
Pero no habia indicios de que el presidente Donald Trump haya escuchado sus suplicas.
El comandante a cargo de las tropas dijo que unos 500 soldados de la Guardia Nacional desplegados en las protestas de Los Angeles han sido entrenados para acompanar a los agentes en operaciones de inmigracion. Y aunque algunos ya han participado en tales misiones, afirmo que es demasiado pronto para decir si eso continuara, incluso despues de que las protestas disminuyan.
"Esperamos un aumento", dijo el general de division Scott Sherman, senalando que se discutian las protestas en distintos puntos del pais. "Estoy enfocado aqui en Los Angeles, en lo que esta sucediendo aqui.

    
El miercoles se registro una manifestacion en el centro civico de Los Angeles poco antes del inicio de la segunda noche del toque de queda en el centro de la ciudad, la cual se torno caotica rapidamente, despues de que policias con equipo antidisturbios --muchos a caballo-- arremetieron contra un grupo, golpeandolos con toletes hasta sacarlos de un parque ubicado frente al Ayuntamiento. Los agentes tambien dispararon proyectiles de control de multitudes, alcanzando por lo menos a una joven que se retorcia de dolor en el suelo mientras sangraba de la cadera.



    
        




    




De momento se desconoce que inicio el enfrentamiento. Pero minutos antes, algunos manifestantes habian encendido fuegos artificiales al acercarse al edificio federal, escenario de numerosos enfrentamientos en noches recientes. Al mismo tiempo, un grupo mas grande estaba en medio de una fiesta de baile.

    
    
    
"Todo el tiempo estuvo tranquilo, habia buenas vibras, protestas pacificas", dijo Raymond Martinez. "Una vez que llegamos al edificio federal, los caballos empezaron a llegar".

    
Alcaldes y miembros de alcaldias en el area de Los Angeles instaron a Trump a dejar de emplear a fuerzas militares armadas junto a los agentes de inmigracion durante las redadas.
"Se lo pido, por favor escucheme, deje de aterrorizar a nuestros residentes", dijo Brenda Olmos, vicealcaldesa de Paramount, quien afirmo que fue alcanzada por balas de goma durante el fin de semana. "Necesita detener estas redadas".
Hablando junto a los otros alcaldes en una conferencia de prensa, la alcaldesa de Los Angeles, Karen Bass, manifesto que las redadas siembran miedo a instancias de la Casa Blanca. Los Angeles implemento el martes un toque de queda nocturno en una seccion de 2,5 kilometros cuadrados (1 milla cuadrada) del centro que permanecera en vigor durante el tiempo que sea necesario. La ciudad de Los Angeles abarca aproximadamente 1.295 kilometros cuadrados (500 millas cuadradas).
"Si continuan las redadas, si hay soldados por nuestras calles, imagino que el toque de queda continuara", dijo Bass.

    
Aquellos que han sido atrapados en las redadas a nivel nacional incluyen solicitantes de asilo, personas que excedieron la duracion de sus visas y migrantes que esperan su dia en la corte de inmigracion.
El gobierno ha mencionado las protestas en su decision de desplegar al ejercito. Refiriendose a las manifestaciones, que se han concentrado principalmente en el distrito comercial de Los Angeles, la alcaldesa democrata agrego: "Si conduces unas pocas cuadras fuera del centro, no sabes que esta pasando algo en la ciudad en absoluto".
Por su parte, el gobernador democrata de California, Gavin Newsom, ha solicitado a un tribunal federal que detenga de emergencia la ayuda militar a los agentes de inmigracion en la segunda ciudad mas poblada del pais. Esta semana, miembros de la Guardia Nacional comenzaron a proteger a los agentes mientras realizan arrestos. Un juez programo una audiencia para el jueves.
En su respuesta oficial, el gobierno federal califico la demanda como un "burdo truco politico que pone en peligro vidas estadounidenses".

    
El ejercito esta ahora mas cerca de participar en acciones de aplicacion de la ley, como deportaciones, tal como Trump ha prometido como parte de su ofensiva contra la inmigracion. La Guardia Nacional tiene la autoridad para detener temporalmente a personas que ataquen a los oficiales, pero cualquier arresto sera realizado por las fuerzas policiales.
El presidente publico en la plataforma Truth Social que la ciudad "estaria ardiendo hasta los cimientos" si no hubiera enviado al ejercito.
Unos 2.000 soldados de la Guardia Nacional estan en Los Angeles, y pronto se uniran 2.000 mas junto con unos 700 marines, dijo Sherman.
Durante una entrevista con The Associated Press y ABC, Sherman inicialmente dijo que los soldados de la Guardia Nacional ya habian detenido temporalmente a civiles en las protestas de Los Angeles por las redadas de inmigracion. Mas tarde, aclaro que baso sus comentarios en fotos y videos que habia visto y que resultaron no ser una representacion de los miembros de la Guardia Nacional en Los Angeles.

    
Toque de queda continuara en el centro de LA
La policia detuvo a mas de 20 personas, en su mayoria por haber violado el toque de queda, en la primera noche de restricciones en el centro de Los Angeles y utilizo proyectiles de control de multitudes para dispersar a cientos de manifestantes.
Pero hubo menos enfrentamientos que en noches anteriores, y al amanecer, las calles del centro estaban llenas de residentes paseando perros y viajeros con vasos de cafe en la mano.
La policia de Los Angeles ha realizado casi 400 arrestos y detenciones desde el sabado, la mayoria de los cuales fueron por no abandonar el area a peticion de las fuerzas de seguridad, segun el departamento de policia.
Ha habido un punado de cargos mas serios, incluidos por agresion a agentes de policia y por posesion de una bomba incendiaria y un arma. Nueve policias han resultado heridos, en su mayoria con lesiones menores. Algunos fueron trasladados a un hospital y dados de alta.
Las protestas se han extendido a nivel nacional
Las manifestaciones tambien se han extendido a otras ciudades del pais, incluidas Dallas y Austin en Texas, asi como Chicago y Nueva York, donde miles salieron a las calles a protestas y se realizaron mas arrestos.
Mientras tanto, en la ciudad de Nueva York, la policia dijo que detuvo a 86 personas durante las protestas en el lado sur de Manhattan que se prolongaron hasta la manana del miercoles. La comisionada de policia Jessica Tisch dijo que la mayoria de los manifestantes fueron pacificos.
En Chicago, una mujer de 66 anos de edad resulto herida cuando fue golpeada por un automovil durante las protestas en el centro el martes por la noche, dijo la policia. Un video mostro un automovil acelerando por una calle donde la gente estaba protestando.
En Texas, donde la policia de Austin utilizo irritantes quimicos para dispersar a varios cientos de manifestantes el lunes, la oficina del gobernador republicano Greg Abbott dijo que los soldados de la Guardia Nacional de Texas estaban "en espera" en areas donde se planean manifestaciones.
Miembros de la Guardia Nacional fueron enviados a San Antonio, pero el jefe de policia William McManus dijo que no le habian informado cuantos elementos fueron desplegados ni su papel antes de las protestas planeadas para la noche del miercoles y el sabado. Agentes del Departamento de Seguridad Publica de Texas dijeron que la Guardia Nacional de Texas estaba presente en una protesta en el centro.
Las protestas comenzaron el viernes despues de que los agentes federales de inmigracion arrestaron a decenas de trabajadores en Los Angeles durante unas redadas. Los manifestantes bloquearon una autopista principal y prendieron fuego a automoviles durante el fin de semana, y la policia respondio con gases lacrimogenos, balas de goma y granadas aturdidoras.
Miles de personas han protestado pacificamente frente al Ayuntamiento y cientos mas protestaron frente a un complejo federal que incluye un centro de detencion donde algunos inmigrantes estan detenidos tras redadas en lugares de trabajo.
___

Taxin informo en el condado de Orange y Seewer en Toledo, Ohio. Los periodistas de The Associated Press Julie Watson en San Diego, Jesse Bedayn en Denver, Jim Vertuno en Austin, Texas, y Hallie Golden en Seattle contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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