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        Over 200 dead in Air India crash
        AHMEDABAD --- More than 200 people were killed when an Air India flight crashed shortly after taking off in the western Indian city of Ahmedabad on Thursday, the city police commissioner said.

      

      
        Myanmar recovery dented by devastating quake
        NAY PYI TAW --- Myanmar's economy is headed for its worst performance since the pandemic as the strife-torn country reels from the impact of a devastating earthquake in March that's estimated to have caused US$11 billion in damage, according to the World Bank.

      

      
        Officials eager to host F1 event
        Despite a delay in this week's cabinet meeting, the government remains committed to proceeding with an in-depth study of a business model for a Formula 1 (F1) race in Bangkok, with Chatuchak district expected to host a race from 2028.

      

      
        Bank of Thailand to supervise loans for hire purchase, leasing
        The Bank of Thailand (BoT) may take over the regulation of fees and interest rates for auto hire-purchase and leasing loans, replacing the Office of the Consumer Protection Board (OCPB) under a new law.

      

      
        Air India plane crashes at Ahmedabad airport
        NEW DELHI --- An Air India plane with at least 242 people on board crashed near the airport in India's western city of Ahmedabad, the airline and police officials said on Thursday, without specifying whether there were any fatalities.

      

      
        Phuket prepares for anti-terror crisis management drill
        PHUKET - Authorities in Phuket are preparing for an anti-terrorism emergency response exercise that will be staged on the tourist island later this month.

      

      
        Medical council upholds decision to discipline Thaksin's doctors
        The Medical Council of Thailand on Thursday upheld its decision to discipline three doctors who enabled former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra to spend his entire prison sentence in hospital, a day before the start of a Supreme Court case that could result in him being jailed.

      

      
        Chinese migrants found in secret room at Rayong factory
        Thai authorities have discovered 22 undocumented Chinese nationals hiding in a concealed room at a factory at an industrial estate in Rayong province.

      

      
        Body of Briton who fell from yacht in Phuket found
        PHUKET -- The body of a British man who went overboard from a Malaysian yacht sailing off this southern tourist island was discovered on Thursday after a four-day search.

      

      
        Smart traffic lights 'cut Bangkok travel delays by 10-41%'
        The installation of smart traffic signal systems at 72 major intersections in Bangkok has helped reduce travel delays by an average of 10-41%, Governor Chadchart Sittipunt said on Thursday.
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                                AHMEDABAD -- More than 200 people were killed when an Air India flight crashed shortly after taking off in the western Indian city of Ahmedabad on Thursday, the city police commissioner said.
The plane was carrying 242 passengers and crew members. The commissioner, G.S. Malik, said emergency crews had recovered 204 bodies from the crash site and did not rule out the possibility of survivors.

The plane, which took off at 1.38pm and was bound for London Gatwick Airport, crashed into a dining facility at a local medical college as dozens of students were having lunch. At least five students died, according to Minakshi Parikh, dean of the college.

Footage and photos of the crash site showed plumes of black smoke coming from the wreckage and firefighters dousing charred residential buildings. The plane's tail appeared to be hanging out of a damaged building.

The airline said the plane, a Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner, was carrying 169 Indian citizens, 53 British, seven Portuguese and one Canadian. At least 41 people were injured and receiving treatment, Malik said, a number that could include both passengers and people on the ground.

[image: A family member cries upon hearing the news of her brother who died when the Air India Boeing 787 Dreamliner plane crashed in Ahmedabad, India, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)]
A family member cries upon hearing the news of her brother who died when the Air India Boeing 787 Dreamliner plane crashed in Ahmedabad, India, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)



The plane departed from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport, which temporarily shut down after the crash. It had been scheduled to land in London at 6.25pm, London Gatwick Airport said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India said the crash was "heartbreaking beyond words" in a statement on social media. "In this sad hour," he added, "my thoughts are with everyone affected by it."

Here is what else to know:

-- Boeing troubles: Boeing 787 Dreamliner aircraft have experienced operational problems with passengers onboard, resulting in evacuations and injuries. There have been no fatal crashes previously recorded for the aircraft, according to the Aviation Safety Network database.

-- Passengers: Aboard the plane was Vijay Rupani, chief minister of the state of Gujarat from 2016 to 2021, according to a passenger list confirmed by officials of his party.

-- Britain's reaction: The British government said it was working with Indian authorities to "urgently establish the facts" and opened a hotline for British citizens in India seeking information about the crash. Prime Minister Keir Starmer said scenes of the crash were "devastating" and that he was being updated on the situation.

-- Air India: Natarajan Chandrasekaran, the chair of Air India, said the company was focused on "supporting all the affected people and their families" and assisting emergency response teams at the crash site. The country's flagship carrier, Air India has worked to improve its safety record after several dangerous incidents. In August 2020, an Air India Express flight overshot the runway in the city of Kozhikode, killing 21 people.

This article originally appeared in The New York Times.
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                                NAY PYI TAW -- Myanmar's economy is headed for its worst performance since the pandemic as the strife-torn country reels from the impact of a devastating earthquake in March that's estimated to have caused US$11 billion in damage, according to the World Bank.
The 7.7-magnitude earthquake on March 28 affected more than 17 million people and wrecked widespread damages to residential buildings, public infrastructure and heritage sites in areas accounting for about one-third of Myanmar's gross domestic product (GDP). The impact of the quake continues to disrupt lives and livelihood, "exacerbating the already very difficult conditions in the affected areas," the bank said in a report Thursday. 

The dent to economic output due to the earthquake will be equivalent to about 4% of Myanmar's GDP in the fiscal year ending March 2026, the development bank estimated. The economy will contract 2.5% in 2025-26 before rebounding to a growth of 3% the following year due to rebuilding efforts and the low base, it said.

Prior to the earthquake, which left 3,800 people dead and 207,000 people displaced in townships including Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw, the World Bank had forecast a 2% expansion this year. The worst-affected regions are expected to lose about a third of their production between April and September, it said.

"The economic aftershocks of the earthquake have struck on the back of ongoing challenges from conflict," the World Bank said.

The Southeast Asian nation has been struggling with a civil war, stinging inflation and a shortage of dollars since the military seized power in 2021 February. A raging conflict between rebel groups fighting for independence and the regime has displaced about 3.5 million people, the lender said, citing United Nations (UN) estimates.

Inflation, which quickened to 34.1% in the year to April, may remain high at around 31% in the current fiscal year due to supply-chain disruptions associated with the quake and conflict-related logistics challenges. The poverty rate may climb 2.8 percentage points from an already high ratio of 31% last year, according to the World Bank.

Myanmar's budget deficit is seen widening to 6.9% by the end of March next year, up from 5.1% a year earlier with much of the deficit funding coming from the central bank, the report said.

"The earthquake caused significant loss of life and displacement, while exacerbating already difficult economic conditions, further testing the resilience of Myanmar's people" Melinda Good, World Bank Division Director for Thailand and Myanmar said in a statement. "Recovery efforts are essential to help the most vulnerable populations."


	After the quake: What we must know when the world shifts
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                First step would be in-depth study
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                                Despite a delay in this week's cabinet meeting, the government remains committed to proceeding with an in-depth study of a business model for a Formula 1 (F1) race in Bangkok, with Chatuchak district expected to host a race from 2028.
Thai driver Alex Albon is interested in helping promote the event.

The Ministry of Tourism and Sports has already submitted a proposal to the cabinet requesting a budget for the study, which aims to clarify the business model and organisational details after signing a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with F1 last month. The ministry allocated 16 million baht (US$500,000) for the preliminary study.

However, this agenda was postponed for the second time this week as the cabinet awaits opinions from relevant ministries.

Tourism and Sports Minister Sorawong Thienthong said the value of the investment to host a race has not yet been finalised, pending the results of the in-depth study. He expressed a preference for the private sector to host the event, with the government serving as a backup.

Based on discussions with multinational companies, Mr Sorawong noted several are interested in sponsoring the event if Thailand can secure a licence from the Federation Internationale de l'Automobile (FIA).

He said that after a meeting with Mr Albon, who drives for Williams, the driver agreed to help promote the event in Thailand if a licence is obtained.

"The cabinet's consideration next week covers the in-depth study to evaluate the investment budget, organisational details, and infrastructure preparation," said Mr Sorawong.

"After several meetings with the FIA, including attempts by previous governments, this is the closest Thailand has come to hosting its first F1 race."

Currently, the Singapore Grand Prix is the only F1 race in Southeast Asia, following the dropping of the Malaysian Grand Prix from the calendar in 2018.

He added that many countries have approached the FIA, which is interested in Thailand hosting a street circuit rather than a purpose-built track.

The most likely location remains the Chatuchak area, and contracts typically last five years, said Mr Sorawong.

"If we can sign a contract this year, the government is ready to start promoting the event from next year," he added.

As the government has set 2025 as the "Amazing Thailand Grand Tourism and Sports Year," Mr Sorawong said the ministry, led by the Sports Authority of Thailand, also proposed refurbishing abandoned sports venues in various provinces as part of an investment scheme using the stimulus budget of 157 billion baht.

Of the 99 projects worth 1.75 billion baht, Rajamangala National Stadium--the largest sports venue in Thailand--would be renovated to host both sports and entertainment events, such as concerts.
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                Move aims to promote fairness for consumers, reduce household debt
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                                The Bank of Thailand (BoT) may take over the regulation of fees and interest rates for auto hire-purchase and leasing loans, replacing the Office of the Consumer Protection Board (OCPB) under a new law.
Following an amended royal decree that authorises the BoT to oversee the auto lending sector, the regulator will coordinate with the OCPB on the regulation of fees and interest rates in this segment, said Pirajit Padmasuta, senior director of financial consumer protection and financial service provider supervision at the central bank.

The amended royal decree, published in the Royal Gazette on June 5, stipulates hire-purchase and leasing businesses for cars and motorcycles fall under the central bank's supervision beginning Dec 2, 2025.

The OCPB typically revises the fee and interest rates for auto loans every three years, with the next review scheduled for the end of this year. The effective annual interest rates under OCPB oversight are 10% for new car loans, 15% for used car loans and 23% for motorcycle loans.

Under the amended decree, the central bank can regulate car and motorcycle loan providers, with a focus on responsible lending practices and market conduct.

The regulator aims to standardise financial service offerings to ensure fair and reasonable pricing, enhancing consumer protection, said Ms Pirajit.

The supervision is intended to support financial stability and manage the country's household debt.

Outstanding hire-purchase and leasing loans for cars and motorcycles total around 1.6 trillion baht, accounting for roughly 10% of Thailand's household debt.

As part of the new regulatory framework, loan providers are required to register and report to the central bank beginning on Dec 2, 2025. The regulator said it will begin accepting registrations starting in September.  

Ms Pirajit said there are roughly 3,000 operators nationwide.

The central bank will implement a proportional supervision approach, she said, monitoring large-scale operators with loan portfolios of at least 1 billion baht, which number 60.

Smaller operators are subject to random inspections, in line with international standards, said Ms Pirajit.

"With the adoption of responsible lending practices under central bank supervision, some borrowers may face reduced access to credit, which could affect car sales," she said.

"However, credit accessibility will better reflect borrowers' repayment capacity, ultimately contributing to long-term financial stability."

The regulator recently received consumer complaints regarding unfair interest rates and inadequate information provided during the hire-purchase loan application process.

Sarun Thongtammachart, chairman of the Thai Hire-Purchase Association (THPA), recently said auto leasing business operators have shown varying levels of readiness to comply with central bank regulations following a recent amendment to a royal decree on auto hire-purchase businesses.

According to Mr Sarun, THPA has 74 members, comprising 35 ordinary members and 39 associate members.

Business operators that are subsidiaries of banks fall under the banking sector, or operate as captive leasing companies and tend to be prepared to comply with the central bank's supervision, particularly in areas related to responsible lending and market conduct, as required by the central bank.
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                                NEW DELHI -- An Air India plane with at least 242 people on board crashed near the airport in India's western city of Ahmedabad, the airline and police officials said on Thursday, without specifying whether there were any fatalities.
The plane was headed to London's Gatwick airport in the United Kingdom (UK), Air India said, while police officers said it crashed in a civilian area near the airport.

"At this moment, we are ascertaining the details and will share further updates," Air India said on X, formerly Twitter.

The crash occurred when the aircraft was taking off, television channels reported. Visuals showed debris on fire, with thick black smoke rising up into the sky near the airport.

They also showed visuals of people being moved in stretchers and being taken away in ambulances.

A total of 242 people were on board the flight, news agency ANI reported, citing Gujarat state's police control room.

India's CNN News18 TV channel, however, said there were 220 passengers and 12 crew on the plane.

						

							
						


Air India reported that there were 169 Indian passengers, 53 British, seven Portuguese, and a Canadian.

The plane issued a mayday call and "crashed immediately after takeoff", the Directorate General of Civil Aviation said.

The authority said it crashed outside the airport perimeter.

Ahmedabad, the main city of India's Gujarat state, is home of around eight million people, and the busy airport is surrounded by densely packed residential areas.

Aviation minister Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu directed "all aviation and emergency response agencies to take swift and coordinated action."

"Rescue teams have been mobilised, and all efforts are being made to ensure medical aid and relief support are being rushed to the site," he added.

"My thoughts and prayers are with all those on board and their families."

'Profound sorrow'

"Our thoughts and deepest condolences are with the families and loved ones of all those affected by this devastating event," said the airline chairman.

An emergency centre has been activated and a support team set up for families seeking information, he added.

India has suffered a series of fatal air crashes, including a 1996 disaster when two jets collided mid-air over New Delhi, killing nearly 350 people.

In 2010, an Air India Express jet crashed and burst into flames at Mangalore airport in southwest India, killing 158 of the 166 passengers and crew on board.

Decades earlier, an Air India Boeing 747 flying from Montreal to London in June 1985 crashed into the sea off Ireland with 329 people on board and leaving no survivors.

An Indian commission determined that militant Sikhs had planted a bomb in baggage being carried by the plane.

India's airline industry has boomed in recent years with Willie Walsh, director general of the International Air Transport Association (IATA), last month calling growth "nothing short of phenomenal".

The growth of its economy has made India and its 1.4 billion people the world's fourth-largest air market -- domestic and international -- with IATA projecting it will become the third biggest within the decade.

Air India ordered 100 more Airbus planes last year after a giant contract in 2023 for 470 aircraft -- 250 Airbus and 220 Boeing.

India's domestic air passenger traffic reached a milestone last year by "surpassing 500,000 passengers in a single day", according to India's Ministry of Civil Aviation.

[image: A woman walks past Air India airlines branding at a park in Mumbai, India. (File photo: Reuters) ]
A woman walks past Air India airlines branding at a park in Mumbai, India. (File photo: Reuters)
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                Five days of exercises intended to build confidence in emergency response capabilities
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                                PHUKET - Authorities in Phuket are preparing for an anti-terrorism emergency response exercise that will be staged on the tourist island later this month.
Suwit Phansengiam, the vice-governor of the province, on Thursday chaired a meeting to prepare for the drill as part of the 2025 Crisis Management Exercise (C-MEX 25). 

Participants included security officials from various military, police and government agencies, among them the Counter Terrorist Operations Center, Third Naval Area Command and Provincial Police Region 8.

Mr Suwit emphasised Phuket's importance as the country's second-largest tourism economy, warning that a lack of preparedness for terrorist incidents could seriously affect the local economy, public safety and national stability.

As the busiest tourist destination in the region, Phuket is potentially vulnerable to terrorism, a senior security official said. The exercise aims to review and test national policies, legal frameworks and agency readiness through a table-top exercise format that promotes coordination between government and civilian sectors.

The drill will run from June 23-27 at the Phuket Municipal Office, and at the 36th Rajaprajanugroh School in Kathu district.

As well, tsunami emergency drills will be held from June 25-27 at the 36th Rajaprajanugroh School, Kamala Kindergarten and Kamala Beach.

This preparation seeks to build confidence and ensure effective collaboration among officials to protect residents and visitors from potential terrorist threats and natural disasters, Mr Suwit said.
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                Overturning of minister's veto adds element of drama a day before Supreme Court hearing
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                                The Medical Council of Thailand on Thursday upheld its decision to discipline three doctors who enabled former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra to spend his entire prison sentence in hospital, a day before the start of a Supreme Court case that could result in him being jailed.
"More than two-thirds of the council voted to uphold the punishments," Prof Dr Prasit Watanapa, the council vice-president, told reporters.

"Members made the decision based on medical principles, evidence and reason."

The vote upheld an earlier resolution to issue a warning to one doctor and suspend the licences of two others involved in the transfer of Thaksin for treatment in a VIP suite on the 14th floor of Police General Hospital in Bangkok.

The key issue, the council said earlier, was whether Thaksin was so ill that the prison hospital would be unable to treat him and would have to transfer him. It said it found "no empirical evidence" to support a conclusion that the former PM was "critically ill".

Thursday's vote overrides a veto of the council's earlier decision by Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsuthin, a Thaksin ally who has steadfastly denied attempting to apply political pressure to the doctors' group.

The public health minister, in his capacity as the council's honorary president, was given 15 minutes at Thursday's meeting to explain the reasons for his conclusion under Section 24 of the Medical Profession Act.

"I did not come here to protect anyone, but for the sake of the medical profession and those who serve in it. I have no malice against anyone," said Mr Somsak.

He said he raised both ethical and procedural concerns during the meeting. He warned that the ruling could set a precedent that discourages doctors from treating patients with confidence, potentially limiting access to care.

He also voiced concern that the council's decision might be influenced by pressure from protest groups.

While Mr Somsak was departing the Medical Council building, he was greeted with jeers and boos from people who had gathered there to hear its decision.

Dr Prasit said all 68 members attended Thursday's meeting of the council, which will now proceed with enforcing its resolution to punish the three doctors and notify the relevant agencies.

The council has yet to confirm the duration of the suspension of the two doctors, who it found had issued documents that contained false medical information. They had denied wrongdoing and stood by their medical assessments.

Rumours were circulating earlier about attempts to persuade some council members to overturn their decision through offers of certain favours. (Story continues below)

[image: A woman confronts Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsuthin, who was booed as he prepared to leave the Medical Council of Thailand building after defending his earlier veto of the council's decision to discipline three doctors. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)]
A woman confronts Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsuthin, who was booed as he prepared to leave the Medical Council of Thailand building after defending his earlier veto of the council's decision to discipline three doctors. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)



Next stop: Supreme Court

Thursday's decision could have an impact on the case that begins on Friday at the Supreme Court, which decided to review the legality of Thaksin's hospital stay, with the possibility that the 75-year-old billionaire could be made to serve that time again, in prison.

Thaksin, the de facto leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party and father of current prime minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, returned from 15 years of self-exile on Aug 22, 2023. That same day, he was sentenced to eight years in prison -- later reduced to one year by royal clemency -- for abuse of power and conflicts of interest from 2001 to 2006.

However, he was sent to Police General Hospital after only a few hours in jail, complaining of chest problems. He stayed there in a luxury suite on the 14th floor for the next six months, before being released on parole in February 2024.

The treatment he received prompted public outrage and deep scepticism about the extent of his ailments.

Thaksin's lawyer declined to comment on Thursday on the council's decision.

The revival of the controversy over Thaksin's hospital stay comes at a challenging time for the Paetongtarn government, which is seeing its popularity dwindle amid a prolonged struggle to spur economic growth and domestic pressure to take a tougher stance on an ongoing border dispute with Cambodia.

[image: Prof Dr Prasit Watanapa, vice-president of the Medical Council of Thailand, announces the council's decision to uphold its resolution to discipline three doctors involved in the treatment of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)]
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                                Thai authorities have discovered 22 undocumented Chinese nationals hiding in a concealed room at a factory at an industrial estate in Rayong province.
The raid took place at a manufacturing facility owned by Meitu Industry (Thailand) Co Ltd  , located in the CPGC Industrial Estate in Map Kha sub-district of Nikhom Phatthana district in the eastern province.

The group had reportedly entered Thailand on tourist visas but were found working illegally. When questioned, all of them claimed to be in the country for tourism.

However, their suspicious behaviour -- attempting to flee and concealing themselves in a hidden space -- prompted authorities to launch a deeper investigation.

Adding fuel to the controversy, a local politician arrived at the scene during the arrest and sternly questioned the officers: "What are you doing here? Is this even your job?" he asked, according to local media reports.

The encounter sparked speculation that the politician has been acting as an intermediary for Chinese investors, though the exact nature of the relationship was not known.
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                                PHUKET - The body of a British man who went overboard from a Malaysian yacht sailing off this southern tourist island was discovered on Thursday after a four-day search.
Endnaler Johnson was reported missing by the captain of the yacht De Mareft, which was registered in Langkawi Island of Malaysia.

Mr Johnson fell off the vessel at 2.45am in the area about one nautical mile north of Cape Yamu in Thalang district of Phuket, according to the Thai Maritime Enforcement Command Centre Region 3.

The centre was contacted at 10.40am the same day and deployed a Royal Thai Navy ship to help in locating the missing man.

An assistance centre was also set up, with local boats and jet skiers joining in the search. At 2pm on Thursday, Mr Johnson's body was found washed up on a beach at Koh Raet, a privately owned island off the northeast coast of Phuket in Thalang district.

His body was brought to the mainland and an autopsy to determine the cause of death would be conducted, the centre said. 
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                  Smart traffic lights 'cut Bangkok travel delays by 10-41%'                

                Governor says system has greatly improved traffic movement at 72 major intersections
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                                The installation of smart traffic signal systems at 72 major intersections in Bangkok has helped reduce travel delays by an average of 10-41%, Governor Chadchart Sittipunt said on Thursday.
The city is upgrading conventional fixed-time traffic lights to an adaptive system using advanced image-processing cameras and AI-powered software. The technology detects real-time traffic volume in each direction, adjusts green light durations accordingly, and prevents unnecessary waiting when no vehicles are present.

The system also monitors delay times to avoid congestion buildup beyond intersections, according to the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA).

The 72 intersections equipped with the adaptive system include key roads such as Rama IX, Din Daeng, Phaya Thai, Sukhumvit, Ploenchit, Rama I, Rama IV, Sathon, Silom, Surawong, Si Phraya and Phahon Yothin.

Previously, Bangkok had 561 traffic lights, mostly operating on fixed schedules or manual control by police, which often led to inefficient traffic flow and wasted time.

Mr Chadchart said the adaptive signal systems have shown promising results, improving traffic flow by about 15% during off-peak hours, with ongoing evaluations during rush hours in coordination with police.

Benefits include smoother vehicle movement, reduced unnecessary stops, lower fuel consumption and decreased air pollution, he added.

Bangkok plans to expand the adaptive system to an additional 200 intersections next year to cover more critical areas.

Mr Chadchart emphasised that despite advanced technology, traffic discipline remains crucial. Compliance with traffic laws and respect for signals by all road users are essential for the system to work effectively.

In heavily congested areas, a combination of smart systems and police management is still necessary to handle complex situations, he said.
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                  Medical council upholds decision to discipline Thaksin's doctors                

                Overturning of minister's veto adds element of drama a day before Supreme Court hearing
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                                The Medical Council of Thailand on Thursday upheld its decision to discipline three doctors who enabled former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra to spend his entire prison sentence in hospital, a day before the start of a Supreme Court case that could result in him being jailed.
"More than two-thirds of the council voted to uphold the punishments," Prof Dr Prasit Watanapa, the council vice-president, told reporters.

"Members made the decision based on medical principles, evidence and reason."

The vote upheld an earlier resolution to issue a warning to one doctor and suspend the licences of two others involved in the transfer of Thaksin for treatment in a VIP suite on the 14th floor of Police General Hospital in Bangkok.

The key issue, the council said earlier, was whether Thaksin was so ill that the prison hospital would be unable to treat him and would have to transfer him. It said it found "no empirical evidence" to support a conclusion that the former PM was "critically ill".

Thursday's vote overrides a veto of the council's earlier decision by Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsuthin, a Thaksin ally who has steadfastly denied attempting to apply political pressure to the doctors' group.

The public health minister, in his capacity as the council's honorary president, was given 15 minutes at Thursday's meeting to explain the reasons for his conclusion under Section 24 of the Medical Profession Act.

"I did not come here to protect anyone, but for the sake of the medical profession and those who serve in it. I have no malice against anyone," said Mr Somsak.

He said he raised both ethical and procedural concerns during the meeting. He warned that the ruling could set a precedent that discourages doctors from treating patients with confidence, potentially limiting access to care.

He also voiced concern that the council's decision might be influenced by pressure from protest groups.

While Mr Somsak was departing the Medical Council building, he was greeted with jeers and boos from people who had gathered there to hear its decision.

Dr Prasit said all 68 members attended Thursday's meeting of the council, which will now proceed with enforcing its resolution to punish the three doctors and notify the relevant agencies.

The council has yet to confirm the duration of the suspension of the two doctors, who it found had issued documents that contained false medical information. They had denied wrongdoing and stood by their medical assessments.

Rumours were circulating earlier about attempts to persuade some council members to overturn their decision through offers of certain favours. (Story continues below)
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Next stop: Supreme Court

Thursday's decision could have an impact on the case that begins on Friday at the Supreme Court, which decided to review the legality of Thaksin's hospital stay, with the possibility that the 75-year-old billionaire could be made to serve that time again, in prison.

Thaksin, the de facto leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party and father of current prime minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, returned from 15 years of self-exile on Aug 22, 2023. That same day, he was sentenced to eight years in prison -- later reduced to one year by royal clemency -- for abuse of power and conflicts of interest from 2001 to 2006.

However, he was sent to Police General Hospital after only a few hours in jail, complaining of chest problems. He stayed there in a luxury suite on the 14th floor for the next six months, before being released on parole in February 2024.

The treatment he received prompted public outrage and deep scepticism about the extent of his ailments.

Thaksin's lawyer declined to comment on Thursday on the council's decision.

The revival of the controversy over Thaksin's hospital stay comes at a challenging time for the Paetongtarn government, which is seeing its popularity dwindle amid a prolonged struggle to spur economic growth and domestic pressure to take a tougher stance on an ongoing border dispute with Cambodia.
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                  Smart traffic lights 'cut Bangkok travel delays by 10-41%'                

                Governor says system has greatly improved traffic movement at 72 major intersections
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                                The installation of smart traffic signal systems at 72 major intersections in Bangkok has helped reduce travel delays by an average of 10-41%, Governor Chadchart Sittipunt said on Thursday.
The city is upgrading conventional fixed-time traffic lights to an adaptive system using advanced image-processing cameras and AI-powered software. The technology detects real-time traffic volume in each direction, adjusts green light durations accordingly, and prevents unnecessary waiting when no vehicles are present.

The system also monitors delay times to avoid congestion buildup beyond intersections, according to the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA).

The 72 intersections equipped with the adaptive system include key roads such as Rama IX, Din Daeng, Phaya Thai, Sukhumvit, Ploenchit, Rama I, Rama IV, Sathon, Silom, Surawong, Si Phraya and Phahon Yothin.

Previously, Bangkok had 561 traffic lights, mostly operating on fixed schedules or manual control by police, which often led to inefficient traffic flow and wasted time.

Mr Chadchart said the adaptive signal systems have shown promising results, improving traffic flow by about 15% during off-peak hours, with ongoing evaluations during rush hours in coordination with police.

Benefits include smoother vehicle movement, reduced unnecessary stops, lower fuel consumption and decreased air pollution, he added.

Bangkok plans to expand the adaptive system to an additional 200 intersections next year to cover more critical areas.

Mr Chadchart emphasised that despite advanced technology, traffic discipline remains crucial. Compliance with traffic laws and respect for signals by all road users are essential for the system to work effectively.

In heavily congested areas, a combination of smart systems and police management is still necessary to handle complex situations, he said.
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                  Congestion at Laem Chabang to add B20 billion to Thai shippers' costs                

                Exports from main deep-sea port surge as tariff deadline nears, trucking costs rise
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                                Thai exporters and importers risk more than 20 billion baht ($616 million) in added annual logistics costs as congestion worsens at Laem Chabang, the country's main deep-sea port, driven by a surge in shipments ahead of potential steep US tariffs.
The Thai National Shippers' Council (TNSC) has urged the government to address the growing congestion at the port in Chon Buri province. The call comes after the Land Transport Federation of Thailand announced plans to raise trucking fees starting in July, according to a statement on Thursday from the council.

A sharp increase in shipment orders -- spurred by a 90-day pause in high tariffs proposed by the Trump administration in April -- led to a 14% rise in Thai exports during the first four months of the year. The export growth has provided a lift to an economy weakened by declining tourist arrivals and sluggish domestic consumption.

Truck waiting times at the port have risen to as much as 20 hours per trip during peak periods, up from about eight to 10 hours previously. The shipper group estimates logistics costs will rise by as much as 20 billion baht (about $616.5 million) annually once the higher trucking rates take effect.

"This level of economic damage is too significant for the government to ignore or leave entirely to the private sector to handle," the council said in the statement.

"Not only would this situation hinder Thailand's export competitiveness, but the increased logistics costs will ultimately be passed on to Thai consumers through rising prices of goods and services."

The port congestion stems from a combination of factors, including a reduced number of vessels, overcapacity, inadequate rail and road infrastructure, lengthy regulatory procedures and poor truck queue management.

The TNSC called on the government to establish a task force to address the issue at the policy level and to invest in infrastructure improvements at the port.
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                  China-backed militia controls rare earth mines in Myanmar                

                United Wa State Army provides security for sites being run by Chinese-speaking operators
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                                A Chinese-backed militia is protecting new rare earth mines in eastern Myanmar, according to four people familiar with the matter, as Beijing moves to secure control of the minerals it is wielding as a bargaining chip in its trade war with Washington.
China has a near-monopoly over the processing of heavy rare earths into magnets that power critical goods like wind turbines, medical devices and electric vehicles.

But Beijing is heavily reliant on Myanmar for the rare earth metals and oxides needed to produce them: the war-torn country was the source of nearly half those imports in the first four months of this year, Chinese customs data show.

Beijing's access to fresh stockpiles of minerals like dysprosium and terbium has been throttled recently after a major mining belt in Myanmar's north was taken over by the United Wa State Army, which has been battling the military junta, which Beijing supports.

Now, in the hillsides of Shan state in eastern Myanmar, Chinese miners are opening new deposits for extraction, according to two of the sources, both of whom work at one of the mines. At least 100 people are working day-to-night shifts excavating hillsides and extracting minerals using chemicals, the sources said.

Two other residents of the area said they had witnessed trucks carrying material from the mines, between the towns of Mong Hsat and Mong Yun, toward the Chinese border some 200km away. Reuters identified some of the sites using imagery from commercial satellite providers Planet Labs and Maxar Technologies.

Business records across Myanmar are poorly maintained and challenging to access, and Reuters could not independently identify the ownership of the mines.

The mines operate under the protection of the UWSA, according to four sources, two of whom were able to identify the uniforms of the militia members.

The UWSA, which is among the biggest armed groups in Shan state, also controls one of the world's largest tin mines. It has long-standing commercial and military links with China, according to the US Institute of Peace, a conflict resolution non-profit.

Details of the militia's role and the export route of the rare earths are reported by Reuters for the first time.

University of Manchester lecturer Patrick Meehan, who has closely studied Myanmar's rare earth industry and reviewed satellite imagery of the Shan mines, said the "mid-large size" sites appeared to be the first significant facilities in the country outside the Kachin region in the north.

"There is a whole belt of rare earths that goes down through Kachin, through Shan, parts of Laos," he said.

China's Ministry of Commerce, as well as the UWSA and the junta, did not respond to Reuters' questions.

Access to rare earths is increasingly important to Beijing, which tightened restrictions on its exports of metals and magnets after US President Donald Trump resumed his trade war with China this year.

While China appears to have recently approved more exports and Trump has signalled progress in resolving the dispute, the move has upended global supply chains central to automakers, aerospace manufacturers and semiconductor companies.

The price of terbium oxide has jumped by over 27% across the last six months, Shanghai Metals Market data show. Dysprosium oxide prices have fluctuated sharply, rising around 1% during the same period. (Story continues below)
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Chinese influence

A prominent circular clearing first appears in the forested hills of Shan state, some 30 km (18.6 miles) away from the Thai border, in April 2023, according to the satellite images reviewed by Reuters.

By February 2025 -- shortly after the Kachin mines suspended work -- the site housed over a dozen leaching pools, which are ponds typically used to extract heavy rare earths, the images showed.

Six kilometres away, across the Kok river, another forest clearing was captured in satellite imagery from May 2024. Within a year, it had transformed into a facility with 20 leaching pools.

Minerals analyst David Merriman, who reviewed two of the Maxar images for Reuters, said the infrastructure at the Shan mines, as well as observable erosion levels to the topography, indicated that the facilities "have been producing for a little bit already".

At least one of the mines is run by a Chinese company using Chinese-speaking managers, according to the two mine workers and two members of the Shan Human Rights Foundation, an advocacy group that identified the existence of the operations in a May report using satellite imagery.

An office at one of the two sites also had a company logo written in Chinese characters, said one of the workers, who spoke on condition of anonymity in order to discuss sensitive matters.

The use of Chinese operators in the Shan mines and transportation of the output to China mirrors a similar system in Kachin, where entire hillsides stand scarred by leaching pools.

Chinese mining firms can produce heavy rare earth oxides in low-cost and loosely regulated Myanmar seven times cheaper than in other regions with similar deposits, said Neha Mukherjee of London-based Benchmark Mineral Intelligence. "Margins are huge."

Beijing tightly controls the technology that allows for the efficient extraction of heavy rare earths, and she said that it would be difficult to operate a facility in Myanmar without Chinese assistance.

The satellite imagery suggest the Shan mines are smaller than their Kachin counterparts but they are likely to yield the same elements, according to Merriman, who serves as research director at consultancy Project Blue.

"The Shan State deposits will have terbium and dysprosium in them, and they will be the main elements that (the miners) are targeting there," he said. (Story continues below)
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Strategic tool

The UWSA oversees a remote statelet the size of Belgium and, according to US prosecutors, has long prospered from the drug trade. It has a long-standing ceasefire with the junta but still maintains a force of between 30,000 and 35,000 personnel, equipped with modern weaponry mainly sourced from China, according to Ye Myo Hein, a senior fellow at the Southeast Asia Peace Institute.

"The UWSA functions as a key instrument for China to maintain strategic leverage along the Myanmar-China border and exert influence over other ethnic armed groups," he said.

Some of those fighters are also closely monitoring the mining area, said SHRF member Leng Harn. "People cannot freely go in and out of the area without ID cards issued by UWSA."

Shan state has largely kept out of the protracted civil war, in which an assortment of armed groups are battling the junta. The fighting has also roiled the Kachin mining belt and pushed many Chinese operators to cease work.

China has repeatedly said that it seeks stability in Myanmar, where it has significant investments. Beijing has intervened to halt fighting in some areas near its border.

"The Wa have had now 35 years with no real conflict with the Myanmar military," said USIP's Myanmar country director Jason Towers. "Chinese companies and the Chinese government would see the Wa areas as being more stable than other parts of northern Burma."

The bet on Shan's rare earths deposit could provide more leverage to China amid a global scramble for the critical minerals, said Benchmark's Mukherjee.

"If there's so much disruption happening in Kachin, they would be looking for alternative sources," she said. "They want to keep the control of heavy rare earths in their hands. They use that as a strategic tool."
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/3048041/china-backed-militia-controls-rare-earth-mines-in-myanmar



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Durian deals aplenty at festival of fruit                

                Department teams up with association
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                                The Department of Internal Trade (DIT) and the Thai Fresh Market Association jointly organised the "Thai Fruits Festival 2025 by DIT" to distribute quality durian and promote domestic consumption, with the aim of supporting local fruit prices.
Goranij Nonejuie, deputy director-general of the DIT, said the department collaborated with Yes Bang Phli market in Samut Prakan to increase fruit consumption as part of the Thai Fruits Festival 2025 by DIT campaign.

He said during the peak harvest period in the eastern region, fruit prices remained stable.

To maintain the prices, the department is focusing on encouraging domestic consumption alongside export promotion carried out by the Commerce Ministry.

According to the DIT, about 96% of durian in the eastern region or 840,000 tonnes have been harvested. Of this amount, 70-75% is for export and the remainder for domestic consumption.

Meanwhile, 210,000 tonnes of mangosteen in the eastern area has been harvested, accounting for 80-85% of total production in the area. Around 95% of this harvest is bound for export.

During the festival, select high-quality durian, some of which may be smaller in certain size categories, are offered at various price ranges for the public.

For example, the "golden minute" promotion sells durian for just 99 baht each, along with special prices of 99 baht, 139 baht and 199 baht per kilogramme, allowing people to choose according to their preferences.

The events are organised across 13 fresh markets in Bangkok and suburban areas throughout the fruit harvest season.

Mr Goranij said this campaign aims to distribute more than 50 tonnes of fruit daily through these markets.

This effort not only helps absorb produce from cultivation areas, which contributes to stable fruit prices, but also provides consumers with access to quality Thai fruit at fair prices, he said.

The DIT is hosting the fruit festival at 13 markets until August.

One festival is scheduled for Siam Square from June 19-22, featuring premium fruit from renowned farms across the country.
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                                The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has denied any political motives behind the move to cut electricity and internet access along the Thai-Cambodian border.
The ministry's spokesperson, Nikorndej Balankura, said the measure is solely intended to combat cross-border criminal activities, such as human trafficking and cyber scams.

Mr Nikorndej said that these measures are solely for the safety and security of citizens in both countries.

He emphasised that it is not a tactic to pressure Cambodia or sway any upcoming bilateral negotiations, and he urged the Cambodians to help counter misinformation.

He reaffirmed Thailand's commitment to bilateral mechanisms like the upcoming Joint Boundary Committee (JBC) meeting on Saturday and ongoing military discussions while reiterating its long-standing non-recognition of Cambodia's jurisdiction designated by the International Court of Justice (ICJ) since 1960.

Mr Nikorndej's statement came after Cambodia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation announced that Thailand's plan to cut electricity and internet services at the border will not change Cambodia's intent to take the matter regarding the four disputed areas, Chong Bok in Ubon Ratchathani, Ta Muen Thom Temple, Ta Muen Toch Temple and Ta Kwai Temple in Surin, to the ICJ.

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai acknowledged Cambodia's right to submit the case to the ICJ but maintained Thailand's consistent non-acceptance of the court's designated jurisdiction.

He clarified that current measures to close border crossings are timed openings, not complete closures, while expressing optimism for improved relations through increased direct communication between forces and proposed joint patrols.

He confirmed Thailand's preparedness for any legal developments, deferring specific details to legal experts.

In a separate development, the Burapha Command of the Royal Thai Army approved a relaxed border crossing schedule for Cambodian students on Tuesday.

Following discussions with Cambodian authorities, a dedicated student passage channel will open from 6am to 8am and 5pm to 6pm daily at the Ban Khlong Luek checkpoint in Sa Kaeo province and Poipet checkpoint in Cambodia.

Cambodia expressed gratitude for this understanding, which will allow students to attend school normally and ease border tensions, fostering positive relations, Mr Phumtham said.
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                Minister will attend to 'clarify his reasons' for disagreeing with discipline for Thaksin's doctors
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                                All eyes are on the meeting of the Medical Council of Thailand on Thursday as it reviews Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin's recent veto of its resolution to suspend the licences of two doctors involved in the controversial transfer of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra for treatment in a premium hospital ward.
Meanwhile, rumours are circulating about attempts to persuade some council members to overturn their decision through offers of certain favours.

The medical council examined whether Thaksin was suffering from any serious medical conditions to justify his extended stay at the Police General Hospital (PGH) while serving his eight-year sentence that was commuted to one year following a royal pardon.

On May 8 it concluded there was no evidence to support such claims and resolved to suspend the licences of two senior doctors at the police hspital for exaggerating Thaksin's medical condition, paving the way for him to serve his prison sentence at the hospital.

Another doctor at the Corrections Department Hospital was served with a formal warning for abusing her position to facilitate Thaksin's transfer out of prison.

For the resolution to take effect, Mr Somsak, who is the president of the council, must endorse it. However, the public health minister vetoed the resolution after the two senior doctors at PGH filed a complaint about the council's decision.

Mr Somsak has also caused a stir by confirming his intention to attend today's council meeting amid claims that there are attempts to lobby the council members to change their vote.

Trichada Srithada, a spokeswoman for the Public Health Ministry, yesterday defended Mr Somsak's move to veto and his decision to join the council meeting, saying his actions are allowed by the Medical Profession Act.

She said the minister wants to clarify his reasoning before the council members, believing the disciplinary action is too harsh and akin to a "death sentence" for the two doctors.

Mr Somsak set up a 10-member committee to review the matter after receiving a complaint about the council's resolution and he wants the council to reconsider the committee's findings.

"Whether the outcome changes depends on the judgement of each member," she said.

The council must secure at least 47 votes out of 70 council members to uphold its resolution to discipline the doctors.

The minster, said the spokeswoman, is caught between the council and the two doctors who claim unfair treatment.

"Mr Somsak isn't following anyone's order and he isn't overstepping his authority as allowed by the law. His actions are to uphold justice and protect the council's integrity," she said.

Earlier, Mr Somsak said he only wanted to do his job, explain the facts and answer questions about his decision.

However, he said he was unsure whether he would stick around until a vote on the matter was called.

Meanwhile, former senator Somchai Swaengkarn yesterday urged all council members except the PGH chief, who has a conflict of interest in this controversy, to attend the meeting.

Mr Somchai said rumours are circulating about attempts to persuade some council members to overturn their decision through offers of favours.

Some members, who are part of the council by default, are allegedly being pressured through budget cuts.

"Individual decisions should be made public for transparency. Those who change their votes will face a credibility crisis," he said, adding Mr Somsak should skip the meeting.
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                                Siam Commercial Bank (SCB) expects the baht to strengthen against the US dollar in the second half of this year, though the movement will be limited due to Thailand's slower GDP growth.
SCB, the country's fourth-largest lender by total assets, forecasts the baht to range between 31.50 and 32.50 per dollar by year-end.

The primary driver of the appreciation is external factors, particularly the weakening of the US dollar due to growing uncertainty surrounding American tariff policies, said Wachirawat Banchuen, senior financial markets strategist at SCB.

According to Mr Wachirawat, the trend of dollar depreciation is expected to continue in the near term.

Global investors are diversifying their portfolios away from US assets, leading to capital outflows from the US and downward pressure on the dollar. These flows are shifting towards European, Asian and emerging markets, he said.

However, Mr Wachirawat said Thailand's capital and money markets may benefit less from these capital inflows compared with regional peers because of the lukewarm Thai growth outlook for 2025.

As a result, the baht's appreciation potential in the second half will likely be limited, he said.

This year the baht has appreciated 4.8% against the dollar, less than the South Korean won and the Taiwan dollar. The baht has also been volatile, with a rate of 10.1%, ranking third in the region behind the yen (13%) and the won (13%).

Patrick Poulier, first executive vice-president and head of financial markets at SCB, said the baht recorded greater volatility in recent years.

The currency has fluctuated in a range of 2-5 baht per year against the US dollar, compared with a narrower range of 1-2 baht in previous years.

Given this increased volatility, Mr Poulier said foreign exchange hedging is advised for businesses, especially those with significant exposure to foreign currencies, to protect against foreign exchange risks.

Importers and exporters, particularly small and medium-sized enterprises, should try to manage foreign exchange risks amid rising uncertainty, he said.

"We recommend businesses hedge 30-50% of their total foreign exchange exposure. Some operators are below this threshold and may face elevated risks," said Mr Poulier.

The average proportion of foreign exchange hedging among SCB's business clients is around 50%, he said.

The bank's client segment has shown increased interest in managing foreign exchange risk, with hedging-related activity growing at an annual rate of 5-10% over the past several years, said Mr Poulier.

SCB expanded its foreign exchange risk management services for both individual and corporate clients through various solutions, including digital platforms.
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                                The border confrontation between Thailand and Cambodia has caused investor jitters across regional bourses, with the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) index dropping by 4.8% since May 15.
Border issues affected cross-border commerce between the two countries and dented confidence in sectors exposed to Cambodia, including beverages, food, cinemas and hospitality, said Krungsri Capital Securities (KCS).

Companies such as Carabao Group (CBG), which derives 10% of sales from Cambodia, and Osotspa (OSP), with 7% of sales from Cambodia, saw sentiment dip.

While CBG has contingency plans to ship products via sea routes if border closures persist, analysts warn that further escalation could lead to more pronounced impacts.

Hospitals were less affected as Cambodian patients contribute less than 5% of revenue for most Thai hospitals.

Medical tourism from Cambodia is largely conducted by air, and exemptions for cross-border patients remain in place, mitigating the risk of severe disruption.

Cinemas and food exports also recorded minimal impacts. Major Cineplex Group (MAJOR), which operates six cinemas in Cambodia, earns 3.8% of its revenue from the country.

Meat exporters operating in Cambodia include Charoen Pokphand Foods (CPF), Thaifoods Group (TFG) and GFPT.

Analysis of data from five previous Thai-Cambodian military clashes showed the SET index dropped by an average of 2.8% one month after each incident, but rebounded by 6.3% over three months and 11.3% over six months, showing the impact is short-lived, noted KCS.

With tensions easing following Cambodia's troop withdrawal, markets may regain their footing. Still, analysts caution the situation remains delicate and renewed clashes could reignite investor concerns, said the brokerage.

Most Thai-listed companies have minor exposure to Cambodia and the historical resilience of markets to geopolitical shocks suggest the impact may remain contained unless the situation deteriorates significantly, noted KCS.

Cambodia's investment sentiment was also rattled by the border tensions, which emerged late last month.

Tris Rating expects Cambodian GDP to grow by 5.8% this year and 5.9% in 2026, significantly below the pre-Covid average of 8% during 2015-2019.

Cambodia's economic growth faces increasing headwinds as sluggish domestic consumption, a real estate supply glut, and pressures from US tariffs weigh on the country's recovery, noted Tris.

Despite an uptick in services exports, domestic consumption has weakened, indicated by a slowdown in credit growth, while government spending remains constrained by limited fiscal space, said the ratings firm.

Adding to these economic challenges are rising trade concerns, as proposed US tariffs could hit Cambodia's export sector hard, given that the US accounted for 37% of the country's total exports in 2024, warned Tris.

Meanwhile, cheap exports from China, diverted from the US market due to high tariffs, could flood Southeast Asian markets, further threatening Cambodia's trade position.

The current account balance is projected to narrow from 0.8% of GDP in 2025 to a deficit of 0.8% in 2026, said the ratings firm.

However, strong foreign direct investment and improved financial account performance are expected to support foreign exchange reserves, keeping public debt at a manageable level of around 26% of GDP, noted Tris.
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                                The government wants to promote the use of cloud platforms among state agencies nationwide, reaching a virtual machine (VM) capacity target of 200,000 by the end of 2025 as demand has skyrocketed.
According to Wisit Wisitsora-at, permanent digital economy and society secretary, most government agencies are still unable to access the state's cloud system, partially due to its limited capacity.

"The government conducted a survey and found that if all state units were pushed to adopt the cloud system, demand would definitely exceed 200,000 VMs, especially when including large systems that are being built gradually, such as the government electronic document system," he said.

Mr Wisit said state agencies' data migration to the cloud system is in the process of making a data classification standard based on sensitivity levels to determine which types of data must be kept with the government, which data has to be utilised only in the country, and which data can be placed in a private cloud system.

All of these are being considered by the Digital Government Development Committee. The data classification standardisation process is expected to be completed by the end of this month.

If the process is completed and there is a clear government policy for agencies to move to the cloud immediately, Mr Wisit said he is confident the target of 200,000 VMs would be reached within a short period of time.

The Government Data Center and Cloud Central (GDCC) can serve state agencies with a cloud capacity of only 40,000 VMs.

The GDCC's infrastructure is operated by state telecom enterprise National Telecom (NT) under the government's budget.

The state enterprise has a budget of more than 1 billion baht for the operation of the GDCC in fiscal 2026.

NT expected to receive additional support from the Digital Economy and Society Development Fund of around 2 billion baht in total to support the increase in cloud service demand.

In terms of technology, the cost per VM has significantly decreased, allowing for more efficient services at the same cost.

Moving to the state's central cloud would increase the state agencies' data security and reduce the problem of data leakage, Mr Wisit noted.

However, the priority has yet to be set concerning which agencies should use the cloud first or last as the criteria are still being defined, based primarily on the sensitivity of the data.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3047676/bid-to-up-cloud-use-among-state-agencies



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Top Stories
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

      News

      
        
          	
            Top Stories
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Opinion
          
        

      

      Business

      
        Myanmar recovery dented by devastating quake
        NAY PYI TAW --- Myanmar's economy is headed for its worst performance since the pandemic as the strife-torn country reels from the impact of a devastating earthquake in March that's estimated to have caused US$11 billion in damage, according to the World Bank.

      

      
        Bank of Thailand to supervise loans for hire purchase, leasing
        The Bank of Thailand (BoT) may take over the regulation of fees and interest rates for auto hire-purchase and leasing loans, replacing the Office of the Consumer Protection Board (OCPB) under a new law.

      

      
        Congestion at Laem Chabang to add B20 billion to Thai shippers' costs
        Thai exporters and importers risk more than 20 billion baht ($616 million) in added annual logistics costs as congestion worsens at Laem Chabang, the country's main deep-sea port, driven by a surge in shipments ahead of potential steep US tariffs.

      

      
        Thai consumer confidence hits 27-month low
        Thai consumer confidence dropped for a fourth consecutive month in May, falling to its lowest level in 27 months, due to concerns over US tariffs and a sluggish economy, a survey showed on Thursday.

      

      
        Rice prices a hot political issue in Japan
        SANJO, Japan - All is calm at Satoshi Yamazaki's rice farm, with its freshly planted rows of vivid-green seedlings, but a row over the cost of the staple in Japan is threatening to deal the government a blow at the ballot box.

      

      
        K-Research predicts rise in recession risk this year
        Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research) anticipates an increased risk of a technical recession in the Thai economy during the second half of this year, though it maintained its GDP growth forecast for 2025 at 1.4%.

      

      
        Durian deals aplenty at festival of fruit
        The Department of Internal Trade (DIT) and the Thai Fresh Market Association jointly organised the "Thai Fruits Festival 2025 by DIT" to distribute quality durian and promote domestic consumption, with the aim of supporting local fruit prices.

      

      
        Hotels target Thai guests as foreign tourism slumps
        Despite the Thai tourism sector facing a hiccup, Koko Global Hospitality (Thailand) Co Ltd (KGH), a local hospitality management firm and operator of the hotel chain Kokotel, sees an opportunity with domestic travellers as it looks to expand its portfolio.

      

      
        SCB sees stronger baht in second half
        Siam Commercial Bank (SCB) expects the baht to strengthen against the US dollar in the second half of this year, though the movement will be limited due to Thailand's slower GDP growth.

      

      
        Border standoff hits stocks
        The border confrontation between Thailand and Cambodia has caused investor jitters across regional bourses, with the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) index dropping by 4.8% since May 15.

      

      
        
          	
            News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Opinion
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Myanmar recovery dented by devastating quake                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: A collapsed bridge is pictured after a strong earthquake, near its epicentre, in Sagaing, Myanmar, on March 31, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)]
                                              
                          A collapsed bridge is pictured after a strong earthquake, near its epicentre, in Sagaing, Myanmar, on March 31, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)                        

                                          

                  

                                NAY PYI TAW -- Myanmar's economy is headed for its worst performance since the pandemic as the strife-torn country reels from the impact of a devastating earthquake in March that's estimated to have caused US$11 billion in damage, according to the World Bank.
The 7.7-magnitude earthquake on March 28 affected more than 17 million people and wrecked widespread damages to residential buildings, public infrastructure and heritage sites in areas accounting for about one-third of Myanmar's gross domestic product (GDP). The impact of the quake continues to disrupt lives and livelihood, "exacerbating the already very difficult conditions in the affected areas," the bank said in a report Thursday. 

The dent to economic output due to the earthquake will be equivalent to about 4% of Myanmar's GDP in the fiscal year ending March 2026, the development bank estimated. The economy will contract 2.5% in 2025-26 before rebounding to a growth of 3% the following year due to rebuilding efforts and the low base, it said.

Prior to the earthquake, which left 3,800 people dead and 207,000 people displaced in townships including Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw, the World Bank had forecast a 2% expansion this year. The worst-affected regions are expected to lose about a third of their production between April and September, it said.

"The economic aftershocks of the earthquake have struck on the back of ongoing challenges from conflict," the World Bank said.

The Southeast Asian nation has been struggling with a civil war, stinging inflation and a shortage of dollars since the military seized power in 2021 February. A raging conflict between rebel groups fighting for independence and the regime has displaced about 3.5 million people, the lender said, citing United Nations (UN) estimates.

Inflation, which quickened to 34.1% in the year to April, may remain high at around 31% in the current fiscal year due to supply-chain disruptions associated with the quake and conflict-related logistics challenges. The poverty rate may climb 2.8 percentage points from an already high ratio of 31% last year, according to the World Bank.

Myanmar's budget deficit is seen widening to 6.9% by the end of March next year, up from 5.1% a year earlier with much of the deficit funding coming from the central bank, the report said.

"The earthquake caused significant loss of life and displacement, while exacerbating already difficult economic conditions, further testing the resilience of Myanmar's people" Melinda Good, World Bank Division Director for Thailand and Myanmar said in a statement. "Recovery efforts are essential to help the most vulnerable populations."


	After the quake: What we must know when the world shifts
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                Move aims to promote fairness for consumers, reduce household debt
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                                The Bank of Thailand (BoT) may take over the regulation of fees and interest rates for auto hire-purchase and leasing loans, replacing the Office of the Consumer Protection Board (OCPB) under a new law.
Following an amended royal decree that authorises the BoT to oversee the auto lending sector, the regulator will coordinate with the OCPB on the regulation of fees and interest rates in this segment, said Pirajit Padmasuta, senior director of financial consumer protection and financial service provider supervision at the central bank.

The amended royal decree, published in the Royal Gazette on June 5, stipulates hire-purchase and leasing businesses for cars and motorcycles fall under the central bank's supervision beginning Dec 2, 2025.

The OCPB typically revises the fee and interest rates for auto loans every three years, with the next review scheduled for the end of this year. The effective annual interest rates under OCPB oversight are 10% for new car loans, 15% for used car loans and 23% for motorcycle loans.

Under the amended decree, the central bank can regulate car and motorcycle loan providers, with a focus on responsible lending practices and market conduct.

The regulator aims to standardise financial service offerings to ensure fair and reasonable pricing, enhancing consumer protection, said Ms Pirajit.

The supervision is intended to support financial stability and manage the country's household debt.

Outstanding hire-purchase and leasing loans for cars and motorcycles total around 1.6 trillion baht, accounting for roughly 10% of Thailand's household debt.

As part of the new regulatory framework, loan providers are required to register and report to the central bank beginning on Dec 2, 2025. The regulator said it will begin accepting registrations starting in September.  

Ms Pirajit said there are roughly 3,000 operators nationwide.

The central bank will implement a proportional supervision approach, she said, monitoring large-scale operators with loan portfolios of at least 1 billion baht, which number 60.

Smaller operators are subject to random inspections, in line with international standards, said Ms Pirajit.

"With the adoption of responsible lending practices under central bank supervision, some borrowers may face reduced access to credit, which could affect car sales," she said.

"However, credit accessibility will better reflect borrowers' repayment capacity, ultimately contributing to long-term financial stability."

The regulator recently received consumer complaints regarding unfair interest rates and inadequate information provided during the hire-purchase loan application process.

Sarun Thongtammachart, chairman of the Thai Hire-Purchase Association (THPA), recently said auto leasing business operators have shown varying levels of readiness to comply with central bank regulations following a recent amendment to a royal decree on auto hire-purchase businesses.

According to Mr Sarun, THPA has 74 members, comprising 35 ordinary members and 39 associate members.

Business operators that are subsidiaries of banks fall under the banking sector, or operate as captive leasing companies and tend to be prepared to comply with the central bank's supervision, particularly in areas related to responsible lending and market conduct, as required by the central bank.
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                  Congestion at Laem Chabang to add B20 billion to Thai shippers' costs                

                Exports from main deep-sea port surge as tariff deadline nears, trucking costs rise
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Increasing congestion at Laem Chabang port stems from a combination of factors, including a reduced number of vessels, overcapacity, inadequate rail and road infrastructure, lengthy regulatory procedures and poor truck queue management. (Bangkok Post File Photo)]
                                              
                          Increasing congestion at Laem Chabang port stems from a combination of factors, including a reduced number of vessels, overcapacity, inadequate rail and road infrastructure, lengthy regulatory procedures and poor truck queue management. (Bangkok Post File Photo)                        

                                          

                  

                                Thai exporters and importers risk more than 20 billion baht ($616 million) in added annual logistics costs as congestion worsens at Laem Chabang, the country's main deep-sea port, driven by a surge in shipments ahead of potential steep US tariffs.
The Thai National Shippers' Council (TNSC) has urged the government to address the growing congestion at the port in Chon Buri province. The call comes after the Land Transport Federation of Thailand announced plans to raise trucking fees starting in July, according to a statement on Thursday from the council.

A sharp increase in shipment orders -- spurred by a 90-day pause in high tariffs proposed by the Trump administration in April -- led to a 14% rise in Thai exports during the first four months of the year. The export growth has provided a lift to an economy weakened by declining tourist arrivals and sluggish domestic consumption.

Truck waiting times at the port have risen to as much as 20 hours per trip during peak periods, up from about eight to 10 hours previously. The shipper group estimates logistics costs will rise by as much as 20 billion baht (about $616.5 million) annually once the higher trucking rates take effect.

"This level of economic damage is too significant for the government to ignore or leave entirely to the private sector to handle," the council said in the statement.

"Not only would this situation hinder Thailand's export competitiveness, but the increased logistics costs will ultimately be passed on to Thai consumers through rising prices of goods and services."

The port congestion stems from a combination of factors, including a reduced number of vessels, overcapacity, inadequate rail and road infrastructure, lengthy regulatory procedures and poor truck queue management.

The TNSC called on the government to establish a task force to address the issue at the policy level and to invest in infrastructure improvements at the port.
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                                Thai consumer confidence dropped for a fourth consecutive month in May, falling to its lowest level in 27 months, due to concerns over US tariffs and a sluggish economy, a survey showed on Thursday.
The index compiled by the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce fell to 54.2 in May from 55.4 in the previous month, the university said in a statement.

"The current situation clearly indicates that from the consumers' perspective, the economy is not good, with no signs of recovering," university president Thanavath Phonvichai told a press conference.

Thailand will face a 36% US tariff if it fails to negotiate a reduction before a moratorium expires on July 9. A tariff of 10% has been set for most countries while the moratorium is in place.

Southeast Asia's second largest economy has yet to begin negotiations with the United States. Officials said this week that talks would begin soon but were vague about details and dates.

"At this time, it is unclear whether Thailand will be able to negotiate successfully in time," Mr Thanavath said.

The estimated damage to the economy from lost exports and tourism revenues will be around 150 billion to 200 billion baht, he added.

Last month, the National Economic and Social Development Council slashed its growth forecast range by a full percentage point to between 1.3% and 2.3% this year, warning that the impact of the tariffs would last for two years.
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                Falling output pushes up prices as government dips into emergency stocks
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                                SANJO, Japan - All is calm at Satoshi Yamazaki's rice farm, with its freshly planted rows of vivid-green seedlings, but a row over the cost of the staple in Japan is threatening to deal the government a blow at the ballot box.
Shortages of the grain caused by a supply chain snarl-up have seen prices almost double in a year, fuelling frustration over inflation -- and voters could let their anger be known in upper house elections due next month.

To help ease the pain for consumers and restaurants, the government started tapping emergency stockpiles in March, having only previously done so during disasters.

Yamazaki, who grows about 10% of his rice organically using ducks to eat pests, said he understands high prices are "troubling" for ordinary people.

But he stressed that thin profits are a concern for many of those who produce it.

"There's a gap between shop prices and what farmers sell rice for to traders and the like," he told AFP in the northern Niigata region.

"Not all the money paid at shops becomes our income," said Yamazaki, a 42-year-old father of seven.

A mosaic of factors lies behind the shortages, including an intensely hot and dry summer two years ago that damaged harvests nationwide.

Since then some traders have been hoarding rice in a bid to boost their profits down the line, experts say.

The issue was made worse by panic-buying last year prompted by a government warning about a potential "megaquake" that did not strike.

'Old' rice

Meanwhile, the rising price of imported food has boosted the popularity of domestic rice, while record numbers of tourists are also blamed for a spike in consumption.

Farm minister Shinjiro Koizumi has pledged to cut prices quicker by selling stockpiled rice directly to retailers -- attracting long queues to some shops.

It appears to be working: the average retail price has edged down for a second week to 4,223 yen ($29) for five kilogrammes, down from a high of 4,285 yen in May.

That hasn't stopped opposition politicians -- with an eye on the elections -- and online critics branding the reserve rice "old", with some likening it to animal feed.

But analysts also blame Japan's decades-old policy of cutting rice-farming land. The policy was introduced to support prices that were being hit by falling demand brought about by changes in the Japanese diet.

Under the 1971 policy, farmers were told to reduce the amount of space used to grow the grain in favour of other crops.

That saw the amount of land used for rice paddies -- not including for livestock feed -- plunge below 1.4 million hectares (3.5 million acres) in 2024, from a peak of 3.3 million hectares in 1960.

While the policy was officially abolished in 2018, it has continued in a form of incentives pushing farmers towards other commodities like soybeans.

Adding to the crisis is Japan's ageing population. Many rice farmers are old and their children have no interest in taking over.

Eighty percent of rice farmers are part-time with less than two hectares of fields but they account for only 20% of production, said agronomy expert Kazunuki Oizumi, professor emeritus of Miyagi University.

Their main revenue comes from other jobs or pensions, he added.

Agriculture 'destroyed'

Toru Wakui, chairman of a large-scale farm in the northern Akita region who has for decades fought against the acreage reduction, said Japan should "seek an increase in rice production and exports to foreign markets".

"If you only think about the domestic market while increasing output, of course prices will fall," he told AFP. "We need to look for markets abroad."

"The 55 years of acreage reduction destroyed Japan's agriculture," said Wakui, 76, who urged Koizumi in a letter last month to "declare an expansion in rice production".

He also said Japan should consider a scheme to help young people start agriculture businesses without the burden of initial investment in fields and machinery, by involving other sectors including banks and trading companies.

Public support for Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba's government has tumbled to its lowest level since he took office in October, which local media say was partly caused by the surge in inflation and soaring rice costs.

He has told parliament that increasing production is "an option" to temper prices, but said food security and the livelihood of producers was also important.

For the farmer Yamazaki, "wanting cheap rice with high quality" is a pipe dream.

"We farmers are a little baffled by the limelight that suddenly shifted to us," he said.

"But I think it's a good opportunity for the public to think about how rice is produced."
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                                Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research) anticipates an increased risk of a technical recession in the Thai economy during the second half of this year, though it maintained its GDP growth forecast for 2025 at 1.4%.
Uncertainty regarding US import tariffs is expected to remain high even after the 90-day pause ends on July 9.

"As a result, the Thai economy is expected to face rising risks of entering a technical recession in the latter half of the year," said Nattaporn Triratanasirikul, deputy managing director at K-Research.

"However, if the US maintains a 10% import tariff for all countries for the remainder of the year, Thai exports are expected to grow by 0.5%, which would lift GDP growth to 1.8%."

According to Ms Nattaporn, in the second half of the year the Thai economy appears increasingly vulnerable, with growth likely to slow from the first half.

In K-Research's base-case scenario, GDP growth in the third quarter is 0.7% year-on-year, contracting by 0.5% quarter-on-quarter.

In the fourth quarter, the economy is projected to shrink by 0.4% year-on-year and 0.7% quarter-on-quarter.

Under an alternative scenario in which US tariffs are held at 10%, Thai GDP in the third quarter is expected to grow 1.5% year-on-year and 0.3% quarter-on-quarter.

For the fourth quarter, GDP is forecast to expand by 0.3% year-on-year, but decline by 0.8% quarter-on-quarter.

Ms Nattaporn also noted a growing risk of deflation, though inflation is projected at only 0.3% this year.

She said deflation has not yet materialised, supported by continued growth in private consumption.

"We do not see signs of deflation similar to Japan's experience, as domestic consumption is expected to grow by 2% this year," said Ms Nattaporn.

Kevalin Wangpichayasuk, another deputy managing director at K-Research, said foreign tourist arrivals recorded slower growth during the first eight days of June, which could pose challenges for inbound tourism in the second half of the year amid various risk factors.

K-Research maintained its foreign arrivals forecast for this year at 34.5 million, down from 35.5 million in 2024, marking the first annual decline in three years.

The research house also slashed its loan growth forecast for the banking sector, now projecting a 0.6% contraction this year compared with 0.6% growth.

The downgrade reflects the economic environment and weakening loan demand, noted K-Research.

Banks also tightened lending criteria in response to the economic conditions.
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                  Durian deals aplenty at festival of fruit                

                Department teams up with association
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                                The Department of Internal Trade (DIT) and the Thai Fresh Market Association jointly organised the "Thai Fruits Festival 2025 by DIT" to distribute quality durian and promote domestic consumption, with the aim of supporting local fruit prices.
Goranij Nonejuie, deputy director-general of the DIT, said the department collaborated with Yes Bang Phli market in Samut Prakan to increase fruit consumption as part of the Thai Fruits Festival 2025 by DIT campaign.

He said during the peak harvest period in the eastern region, fruit prices remained stable.

To maintain the prices, the department is focusing on encouraging domestic consumption alongside export promotion carried out by the Commerce Ministry.

According to the DIT, about 96% of durian in the eastern region or 840,000 tonnes have been harvested. Of this amount, 70-75% is for export and the remainder for domestic consumption.

Meanwhile, 210,000 tonnes of mangosteen in the eastern area has been harvested, accounting for 80-85% of total production in the area. Around 95% of this harvest is bound for export.

During the festival, select high-quality durian, some of which may be smaller in certain size categories, are offered at various price ranges for the public.

For example, the "golden minute" promotion sells durian for just 99 baht each, along with special prices of 99 baht, 139 baht and 199 baht per kilogramme, allowing people to choose according to their preferences.

The events are organised across 13 fresh markets in Bangkok and suburban areas throughout the fruit harvest season.

Mr Goranij said this campaign aims to distribute more than 50 tonnes of fruit daily through these markets.

This effort not only helps absorb produce from cultivation areas, which contributes to stable fruit prices, but also provides consumers with access to quality Thai fruit at fair prices, he said.

The DIT is hosting the fruit festival at 13 markets until August.

One festival is scheduled for Siam Square from June 19-22, featuring premium fruit from renowned farms across the country.
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                                Despite the Thai tourism sector facing a hiccup, Koko Global Hospitality (Thailand) Co Ltd (KGH), a local hospitality management firm and operator of the hotel chain Kokotel, sees an opportunity with domestic travellers as it looks to expand its portfolio.
Rei Matsuda, founder and chief executive of KGH, said the market environment is quieter than expected during the low season.

He said he hopes the sector will recover at year-end when the high season returns.

From Jan 1 to June 8, Thailand welcomed more than 15 million foreign visitors, a 2.87% drop year-on-year, with Malaysia crowned the top source market, and China dropping to No.2, according to the Economic Tourism and Sports Division of the Tourism and Sports Ministry.

Chinese visitors account for roughly 15% of hotel guests, and the company has identified visitors from India and the Middle East as growing markets, said Mr Matsuda.

However, KGH does not rely on any particular nationality, he said.

The company's focus during this period is on efficient operations, said Mr Matsuda.

Despite the slowdown in arrivals, KGH expects to maintain its occupancy rate this year at 75% of properties nationwide and 80% in Bangkok.

Mr Matsuda said some Thai holidaymakers may shift from plans for an overseas trip to a domestic vacation, similar to the behaviour of Chinese travellers.

Thais account for 15-20% of hotel guests at KGH properties, though some locations such as Chiang Rai, Hua Hin, Pattaya and Chiang Mai may see a higher proportion of Thai hotel guests.

During this turbulent period, the company sees an opportunity as more independent property owners may seek management services, said Mr Matsuda.

With a sluggish economy, he said the three-star hotel segment was a promising opportunity for growth.

While Bangkok has a glut of three-star hotels, presenting challenges for many operators, areas such as Phuket, Krabi, and Khao Lak in Phangnga still have room for growth opportunities, said Mr Matsuda.

As of May 31, KGH manages 41 hotels in Thailand, Japan and the Philippines.

This includes the direct management of 34 hotels, with 10 currently in the pre-opening phase, and consultancy services for seven hotels, totalling more than 2,500 rooms.

Mr Matsuda said the company wants to manage 100 hotels by 2026. Around 75% of hotels are located in Thailand, 20% in the Philippines, and 5% in Japan.

The company has identified business opportunities in the Philippines, as the market landscape resembles that of Thailand. With a notable presence of three-star hotels lacking sufficient management options, this situation could attract hotel management firms.

The company also aims to manage 1,000 hotels across 10 countries by 2035, said Mr Matsuda.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3047651/hotels-target-thai-guests-as-foreign-tourism-slumps



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  SCB sees stronger baht in second half                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: People change money at a currency exchange in Bangkok. The baht is expected to strengthen against the US dollar in the second half. (Photo: Pornprom Satrabhaya)]
                                              
                          People change money at a currency exchange in Bangkok. The baht is expected to strengthen against the US dollar in the second half. (Photo: Pornprom Satrabhaya)                        

                                          

                  

                                Siam Commercial Bank (SCB) expects the baht to strengthen against the US dollar in the second half of this year, though the movement will be limited due to Thailand's slower GDP growth.
SCB, the country's fourth-largest lender by total assets, forecasts the baht to range between 31.50 and 32.50 per dollar by year-end.

The primary driver of the appreciation is external factors, particularly the weakening of the US dollar due to growing uncertainty surrounding American tariff policies, said Wachirawat Banchuen, senior financial markets strategist at SCB.

According to Mr Wachirawat, the trend of dollar depreciation is expected to continue in the near term.

Global investors are diversifying their portfolios away from US assets, leading to capital outflows from the US and downward pressure on the dollar. These flows are shifting towards European, Asian and emerging markets, he said.

However, Mr Wachirawat said Thailand's capital and money markets may benefit less from these capital inflows compared with regional peers because of the lukewarm Thai growth outlook for 2025.

As a result, the baht's appreciation potential in the second half will likely be limited, he said.

This year the baht has appreciated 4.8% against the dollar, less than the South Korean won and the Taiwan dollar. The baht has also been volatile, with a rate of 10.1%, ranking third in the region behind the yen (13%) and the won (13%).

Patrick Poulier, first executive vice-president and head of financial markets at SCB, said the baht recorded greater volatility in recent years.

The currency has fluctuated in a range of 2-5 baht per year against the US dollar, compared with a narrower range of 1-2 baht in previous years.

Given this increased volatility, Mr Poulier said foreign exchange hedging is advised for businesses, especially those with significant exposure to foreign currencies, to protect against foreign exchange risks.

Importers and exporters, particularly small and medium-sized enterprises, should try to manage foreign exchange risks amid rising uncertainty, he said.

"We recommend businesses hedge 30-50% of their total foreign exchange exposure. Some operators are below this threshold and may face elevated risks," said Mr Poulier.

The average proportion of foreign exchange hedging among SCB's business clients is around 50%, he said.

The bank's client segment has shown increased interest in managing foreign exchange risk, with hedging-related activity growing at an annual rate of 5-10% over the past several years, said Mr Poulier.

SCB expanded its foreign exchange risk management services for both individual and corporate clients through various solutions, including digital platforms.
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                Cambodian dispute drags down shares
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                                The border confrontation between Thailand and Cambodia has caused investor jitters across regional bourses, with the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) index dropping by 4.8% since May 15.
Border issues affected cross-border commerce between the two countries and dented confidence in sectors exposed to Cambodia, including beverages, food, cinemas and hospitality, said Krungsri Capital Securities (KCS).

Companies such as Carabao Group (CBG), which derives 10% of sales from Cambodia, and Osotspa (OSP), with 7% of sales from Cambodia, saw sentiment dip.

While CBG has contingency plans to ship products via sea routes if border closures persist, analysts warn that further escalation could lead to more pronounced impacts.

Hospitals were less affected as Cambodian patients contribute less than 5% of revenue for most Thai hospitals.

Medical tourism from Cambodia is largely conducted by air, and exemptions for cross-border patients remain in place, mitigating the risk of severe disruption.

Cinemas and food exports also recorded minimal impacts. Major Cineplex Group (MAJOR), which operates six cinemas in Cambodia, earns 3.8% of its revenue from the country.

Meat exporters operating in Cambodia include Charoen Pokphand Foods (CPF), Thaifoods Group (TFG) and GFPT.

Analysis of data from five previous Thai-Cambodian military clashes showed the SET index dropped by an average of 2.8% one month after each incident, but rebounded by 6.3% over three months and 11.3% over six months, showing the impact is short-lived, noted KCS.

With tensions easing following Cambodia's troop withdrawal, markets may regain their footing. Still, analysts caution the situation remains delicate and renewed clashes could reignite investor concerns, said the brokerage.

Most Thai-listed companies have minor exposure to Cambodia and the historical resilience of markets to geopolitical shocks suggest the impact may remain contained unless the situation deteriorates significantly, noted KCS.

Cambodia's investment sentiment was also rattled by the border tensions, which emerged late last month.

Tris Rating expects Cambodian GDP to grow by 5.8% this year and 5.9% in 2026, significantly below the pre-Covid average of 8% during 2015-2019.

Cambodia's economic growth faces increasing headwinds as sluggish domestic consumption, a real estate supply glut, and pressures from US tariffs weigh on the country's recovery, noted Tris.

Despite an uptick in services exports, domestic consumption has weakened, indicated by a slowdown in credit growth, while government spending remains constrained by limited fiscal space, said the ratings firm.

Adding to these economic challenges are rising trade concerns, as proposed US tariffs could hit Cambodia's export sector hard, given that the US accounted for 37% of the country's total exports in 2024, warned Tris.

Meanwhile, cheap exports from China, diverted from the US market due to high tariffs, could flood Southeast Asian markets, further threatening Cambodia's trade position.

The current account balance is projected to narrow from 0.8% of GDP in 2025 to a deficit of 0.8% in 2026, said the ratings firm.

However, strong foreign direct investment and improved financial account performance are expected to support foreign exchange reserves, keeping public debt at a manageable level of around 26% of GDP, noted Tris.
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																Reports of rotten apples in a highly regarded medical profession have managed to shock society, again. This time, a psychiatrist at the Police General Hospital (PGH) has been arrested for allegedly buying 15 million baht of alprazolam -- a controlled substance that can be used as a recreational drug -- to resell at inflated prices.
Pol Col Anchulee Theerawongpaisal was arrested yesterday along with other suspects. Police also searched her room at a police flat in the Phaya Thai area and found over 170,000 tablets, including alprazolam and other Type-2 and Type-4 narcotic substances.

Apart from working at the PGH as a psychiatrist and drug therapist, Dr Anchulee moonlighted at 12 private clinics and hospitals as a licensed doctor. Police investigators allege she used these private clinics to order controlled substances from 2023 onwards.

These medicines were allegedly sent to her police flat and redistributed to other drugstores and outlets for resale as recreational drugs. Police estimate she might have made as much as 80 million baht. Alpozaram can be used recreationally and as a "date rape drug" for illegal sale.

It cannot go without saying that Dr Anchulee -- once a former deputy police spokeswoman -- lead a campaign against date rape drugs.

The case is also a reminder of the outrageous pharmaceutical fraud case which was uncovered at the Veterans General Hospital (VGH) in March. In this case, Kanyarat Jitprasong, a retired colonel who worked as a nurse at the VGH, channelled fake patients from Lop Buri to Dr Barinda Ujwatee, who would prescribe large amounts of medications for made-up illnesses.

Members of a criminal network joined a team of fake patients who went to VGH to ask for expensive, imported medications that would be resold at pharmacies in Bangkok and Chon Buri at inflated prices.

The scam at VGH persisted for years and would have continued if not for a whistle-blower who infiltrated the fake-patient network and provided information to the VGH director and the police.

What is even more surprising is that Col Kanyarat had been probed for medical fraud before and was reappointed to work at other departments under the Ministry of Defence.

In the latest case, Dr Anchulee allegedly used the names of 370 dead people as fake patients to get Food and Drug Administration (FDA) permits to purchase these medicines. The FDA later became suspicious after the volume of purchases rose substantially from 1 million baht in 2023 to 11 million baht last year.

Any guardrails the PGH and the Royal Thai Police (RTP) have in place to detect their staff's ethical compliance and behaviour need to be reviewed to ensure they are effective.

Needless to say, the latest case is a slap in the face for the RTP. Another big question is how and where Dr Anchulee obtained the names of deceased people for her fake patient lists. The Public Health Ministry must investigate any potential data leaks and hold those responsible accountable.

Both pharmaceutical fraud cases raise questions about whether state hospitals have a monitoring system in place to detect warning signs, such as irregular drug prescriptions, or barriers to prevent patient data from being used for fraud. The bigger question is how many similar cases happen?

With a lack of enforcement and ineffective corruption detection, it is not surprising that there are more bad apples in the system.
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																Some 2.5 million people visit the Pyramids of Giza each year with hopes of an epic experience befitting one of the World's Seven Wonders. But for decades, a trip to Egypt's most famous tourist spot meant battling crowds and parrying aggressive hawkers.
Now, thanks to a US$30 million (978.8 million baht) revamp that rethinks the experience, seeing the pyramids is finally inspiring more awe than agony. A network of buses whisks visitors around the site, the hard-sells have been tamed -- and you can even enjoy some fine dining overlooking the 4,600-year-old monuments.

All this officially debuts on July 3 -- a milestone seven years in the making. In 2018, the Egyptian government signed a public-private partnership deal with Egyptian billionaire Naguib Sawiris' Orascom Pyramids Entertainment (OPE) to overhaul the Giza Plateau, the area west of Cairo on which the ancient structures sit.

A soft launch began in early April, allowing the OPE to make improvements and address shortcomings ahead of a wider reveal, OPE Executive Chairman Amr Gazarin said in an interview. The firm will operate the location for the next 11 years, drawing revenue not from ticket sales -- which the government is solely entitled to -- but from VIP tours, sponsorship deals and commercial leases on the grounds.

The opening date coincides with the long-awaited inauguration of the Grand Egyptian Museum -- the $1 billion flagship attraction sitting just over a kilometre away. Taken together, the two projects represent some of the biggest strides yet in Egypt's goal of doubling annual visitors to 30 million within a decade. It's a target that would put it roughly on par with Greece, making it one of the most-visited countries in the world.

One of the key changes was to make the Giza Plateau car-free. Instead of driving up a winding road in the shadow of the Great Pyramid, visitors now enter via a gate on a highway 2.4km to the southwest.

After passing through the so-called Great Gate and buying tickets, visitors navigate a gleaming hall of introductory exhibits before boarding new hop-on, hop-off buses. Within minutes, they can be dropped off at the feet of the three colossal pyramids, each built from 80-tonne limestone blocks. The iconic Great Sphinx lies further below.

At bus stops around the site they'll find facilities that were long-lacking, including upgraded restrooms, formal souvenir stores and cafes. And, with the opening of several eateries in recent years, you can finally order a meal on-site.

Khufu's, which serves up a deluxe twist on Egyptian staples and has a terrace overlooking the pyramid built for the pharaoh of the same name, has been ranked one of the Middle East and North Africa's top restaurants by World's 50 Best.

"It wasn't a good experience before, for sure," said Mariam Al-Gohary, 37, an Egyptian-Canadian citizen who visited the pyramids in mid-May for the first time in 15 years.

"Now it's like going to the museum," said Ms Al-Gohary, who works in human resources in Calgary, Alberta. "It looks like what you would expect a big tourist destination."

Visitor numbers were up almost 24% in April compared to the year before, according to the Tourism Ministry. Egypt's tourist sector is already on a tear and saw record arrivals in the opening months of 2025, though, so it's unclear how much the project itself drove the increase.

The OPE's Mr Gazarin says Egyptian authorities are also helping the company tackle a critical issue: hawkers offering horse and camel rides. They've long been accused of being aggressive and overcharging as they literally and figuratively take tourists for a ride.

Ms Al-Gohary from Calgary recalled that when she and her friend rode camels in 2010, the owner demanded extra money to have the animals kneel so they could dismount from them -- an infamous ploy. She avoided them altogether on this year's visit.

For first-time visitors, it's now easier to avoid getting swept up by the scams. The new setup has denied horsemen and hawkers the access they had to the old entrance, where they were accused of accosting tourists. Authorities have allocated horsemen a separate and relatively isolated area, but many have been defiant and pushed for positions closer to the pyramids.

It's a work in progress, says Mr Gazarin, who expects Egyptian authorities to gradually tighten the limits to better ensure enforcement.

"People were afraid to go to the pyramids" because of the issue, he said.

He rues the fact the pyramids draw just 2.5 million visitors a year -- half of them Egyptian. By comparison, over 12 million went to the Colosseum in Rome in 2023.

But Mr Gazarin knows it will take time to build up those numbers, especially in the face of regional conflicts that create some amount of local unpredictability. What matters, he says, is that the numbers trend upwards.

"It's unacceptable the world's most important monument attracts just above one million foreigners." Bloomberg

Sherif Tarek is a breaking news editor for Bloomberg covering Middle East and North Africa countries (MENA region).
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																The latest blasts in downtown Pattani on Monday say one thing to Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra: Her plan to turn battlefields into marketplaces in the restive South will be hard to achieve.
The explosions of the two timed bombs caused minor injuries to a woman and damaged some parked motorcycles. What was more worrisome was they took place right in the heart of the city. The night food market is located in the centre not far from Pattani River, which divides the city, with the government offices and school district on one side of the bank and the commercial area on the other. That the insurgents could drive motorcycles into the municipality, place the bombs there and escape shows how easily the city can be attacked.

The bombing is a reminder to Ms Paetongtarn of what should be done. When she and Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim met at Government House on April 17, government spokesman Jirayu Houngsub said after the talks that Thailand and Malaysia agreed the two countries would transform the battlefield there into a marketplace. It would stimulate people's contacts and promote more economic activities on both sides of the border, he added.

That catchy phrase -- turning battlefields into marketplaces -- is not new. It's a policy initiated by advisers at Ban Phitsanulok to then prime minister Chatichai Choonhavan in 1988. Thailand at the time wanted to be the first-movers into Indochina after the end of the wars there, taking advantage of its geographical location between Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.

The initiative opened the way for investors and traders from Thailand to go there to tap the economic benefits. Thailand had dominated their markets until giants like South Koreans and the Japanese went there with more capital and better long-term business strategies.

Some advisers at Ban Phitsanulok who came up with that idea almost four decades ago were recalled to work today to aid Ms Paetongtarn. But trying to replicate the notable successes of the initiative used during the Chatichai era back then to another frontier in the country's southernmost region now is the wrong move.

The government is struggling with the way it is handling escalating violence in the far South. And it should not put the blame on any group of insurgents by accusing them of showing no sincerity to go to the negotiating table. Separatists should be condemned for targeting innocent people, including monks. But the real problem of this and past governments so far is they and security personnel have been unable to build trust with Muslim people.

Trust can come after the government and security authorities show them justice. They really missed a big chance to show that in the recent Tak Bai case.

The lawsuit ended last October with all the fat cat authorities directly responsible for the massacre that led to the deaths of 85 people in 2024 walking free due to the end of the 20-year statute of limitations. The government and authorities never bothered to bring justice to the families who lost their loved ones.

Gen Pisal Wattanawongkiri, who was indicted in the court case as he was the southern army chief at the time, was in the Pheu Thai Party as a party-list member after his retirement. He was in parliament until he resigned and left abroad to avoid the trial.

The massacre in Tak Bai district in Narathiwat province happened when Thaksin Shinawatra was the prime minister. He returned to the province in February only to offer an apology and hoped for forgiveness. "Muslims are taught to love peace and forgive, so I would like to apologise for the mistake," he said.

That was wrong. And the region has seen signs signalling worsening situations since then. One was the attack in downtown Sungai Kolok in Narathiwat in March. It was a movie-like operation, as a number of insurgents riding a pickup truck to the town set fire to the district office and sprayed bullets at authorities before leaving the scene. A series of violent incidents have followed since then, including the one in downtown Pattani.

There seems to be no way the government and security authorities can end the current spate of attacks by insurgents. There is one simple question that they need to ask themselves: Why some Muslims in the far South are risking their lives to whisper to their respected Buddhists what road or place they should avoid at a specific time for their safety, but why are they not extending the same help to the authorities? It is because the government and authorities have not won their hearts and minds. And that will not be possible until they show them that justice can be installed in the troubled region.

Saritdet Marukatat is a 'Bangkok Post' columnist and former Digital Media News Editor at the paper.
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																The devastation caused by the 2024 flash floods in Valencia, Spain, was so surreal that some images sparked a global debate over their authenticity. In an era when AI technology can produce hyper-realistic fakes, photos showing cars piled haphazardly atop one another in narrow, mud-filled streets seemed almost too shocking to be true. Tragically, these images were all too real.
For years, climate activists believed that once the direct impact of climate change became undeniable, popular pressure for political and corporate action would surge. And indeed, polls show overwhelming public support for bold climate measures. But now that this long-anticipated moment has arrived, an equally urgent challenge has emerged: the information ecosystem we rely on to understand the world has become dangerously polluted.

The pollution metaphor is apt because it captures the chaotic and toxic nature of today's information landscape, which is controlled by a handful of powerful companies that commodify attention and inundate our feeds with "AI slop" -- low-quality, machine-generated content designed to mislead, distract, and distort.

Nowhere is this more evident than in the climate change debate. While climate misinformation has long been a concern, often mutating into full-blown conspiracy theories, the situation has deteriorated to such an extent that the term "misinformation" no longer reflects the scale, complexity, or urgency of the threat, much less points to potential solutions.

It is often said that the technologies needed to combat climate change already exist, and that what's missing is the political will to deploy them. But while technology may be sold as the key to solving the crisis, it is also being used to slow the momentum needed to address it. Tech oligarchs with deep government ties and vested financial interests control the platforms that shape public opinion, enabling them to influence not just environmental policy but the conversation about it.

As AI accelerates the global information crisis, climate issues are increasingly swept up in culture wars. This is further fuelled by data brokers that treat users' views about climate change as proxies for political identity.

During the 2024 Atlantic hurricane season, user-generated content on Instagram and TikTok shifted from documenting the destruction to amplifying conspiracy theories about weather manipulation and secret geoengineering projects, stoking fear and destabilising an already fragile information environment. A similar dynamic played out during the recent power outages in Spain and Portugal, where misleading narratives blaming renewable-energy sources spread rapidly before any official investigation could determine the cause. Such rumours often lead to threats and harassment of scientists and activists, creating a chilling effect on research and advocacy, even as public support for climate action remains strong. To be sure, rhetoric opposing climate action comes mostly from a loud minority. But it is being amplified by a media environment that thrives on outrage. Worse, the convergence of interests among far-right ideologues, Big Tech, and Big Oil is contributing to the rise of "dirty tech" and accelerating the erosion of democracy and the rule of law.

In the United States, the tech sector's growing proximity to far-right politics has highlighted the role of platforms that shape public discourse and, by extension, the future of climate action. Civil-society groups that focus on digital rights and democratic advocacy have been grappling with these issues for years. Yet, much like microplastics, the problem has fragmented into countless smaller pieces, making it far more difficult to contain.

With power concentrated in the hands of those profiting from information pollution, it can feel as though we are at a dead end. But as disorienting as today's social-media ecosystem may be, the sources can be identified, enabling accountability. Europe's new digital rule book, which includes recent legislation on digital services, competition, data protection, and AI, as well as the recent proposal of a "European Democracy Shield" to counter foreign information interreference, are vital first steps toward addressing the systemic effects of misinformation and the impact of Big Tech's business models on public debate. Demonetising climate disinformation and applying the "polluter pays" principle to the digital realm could help hold tech companies and advertisers accountable for the harm they inflict on the climate information ecosystem. Protecting freedom of expression means defending both the right to speak freely and the right to receive accurate, undistorted information. If we fail to confront information pollution head-on, we risk not just stalling climate progress but reversing it altogether. That said, good information doesn't rise to the top on its own. Those working to combat climate change and resist speculative technofixes like geoengineering can no longer rely solely on reaching wider audiences or refining their message.

Instead, climate activists must join forces with digital democracy advocates to challenge the algorithm-driven business models fuelling the twin crises of climate breakdown and information pollution. The full consequences of these converging crises are only beginning to emerge, but in the absence of concerted action, the writing is on the wall. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Lili Fuhr is Director of the Fossil Economy Program at the Center for International Environmental Law. Stephanie Hankey, Co-Founder and Co-Director of Tactical Tech, is a visiting professor at FHP -- University of Applied Sciences Potsdam and the editor of the forthcoming 'Digital Influence and Climate Playbook'.
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																My message is short, loud and clear. There will not be enough money to finance FY 2026's 860 billion baht budget deficit. Without enough money, the budget will collapse and take the economy down with it. The government is learning the bitter lesson of drying up finance sources now, but budget financing will be in crisis in the 2026 fiscal year.
It is a false belief that any government can easily fund its deficit by issuing bonds, as public bonds are the safest investment instruments in any country. In fact, economic theory has a term, "crowding out", which is when private credit expansion is curtailed as it cannot compete with government bonds. However, Japan's experience depicts a different story.

Japanese governments have been running large fiscal deficits since 1993. As of 2025, the government has total debt of 263% of GDP. I used to naively think that Japanese pension funds held most of the bonds. I could not be more wrong. The fact is the Bank of Japan (BoJ) holds 53% of bonds outstanding, which means the bank prints money to purchase government bonds.

The reason is simple. The economy cannot produce enough yen -- money to constantly purchase government debt. Then, the BoJ jumps into to save the day by buying up unsold bonds. However, this nasty practice does not come without a cost. The cost is inflation and depreciation of the currency. Outsiders might view this practice as a positive move, as a weak yen would boost exports and tourism. Japanese consumers, however, viewed this as a killer because the inflation rate rose to 3.6%.

If the Japanese economy does not have enough yen to support the government deficit, why would the Thai economy have enough baht to support the government deficit?

It is arguable that Thai government debt is relatively small compared to Japan's. But bear in mind the Thai economy is far weaker and far smaller than Japan's economy, not to mention Japan's solid saving base. A few years of continued large fiscal deficits would take the Thai economy to the limit.

Please take a look at the history of Thai fiscal deficits and their financing presented in the table.

All numbers are for fiscal years which in Thailand runs from October of the current year to September of the following year. Data for FY 2025 is seven months actual, from October 2024 to April 2025. Data for FY 2026 is based on a proposed budget deficit for the year with a projected financing method.

Instead of explaining the table, it would be easier if I go to the conclusions.

The most important conclusion is that it is not possible for a government to borrow (first row) more than the available money supply (last row). (There were insignificant data discrepancies in certain years.) In case the government should need more financing than the available money supply, there are three possible alternatives other than budget cuts and raising taxes (such as US President Trump's reciprocal tariffs).

The first alternative is borrowing from abroad. Latin American countries loved this option and often ended up asking for IMF assistance. The second alternative is to ask its central bank to increase money supply so that private investors will have more money to buy government bonds. The third alternative is the Japanese option of having its central bank directly purchases government bonds.

Readers might think this is an easy game, then. The government runs a fiscal deficit to stimulate the economy, then the central bank injects liquidity to allow the private sector to have money to buy government bonds. Or better yet, the central bank buys bonds directly in order to leave the bond yield unchanged. Problems solved.

The price to pay is inflation. In FY 2022, Thailand opted for the second alternative when the government needed 1 trillion baht to ease Covid's economic disruption. The Bank of Thailand (BoT) kindly agreed to increase the money supply by 1 trillion baht accordingly. Inflation climbed to 6.2%. That was why the BoT quickly reduced money supply growth to 462 billion baht in FY 2023.

After failing to prop up the economy in 2024, the current government launched a most ambitious government budget for FY 2025 with a 3.75 trillion baht spending budget, which included the 10,000 baht cash handout scheme. To finance such expenses, the budget called for 866 billion baht of deficit.

The government might have subscribed to the "money falling from the sky" theory and thought the deficit could be financed by issuing bonds like previous years. Unfortunately, the government forgot two important points. First, the FY 2025 deficit is double that of FY 2024. Therefore, the financing requirement is also doubled. Second, the banking system is dead from NPLs in 2025 and will not produce enough money to allow investors to buy government bonds.

A financing shortage for FY 2025?

Luckily, Gen Prayut's government left 543 billion baht in government's savings account (known as a fiscal surplus) deposited at the BoT. Instead of borrowing the full amount of 730 billion baht as shown in the 4th column, the government needed to borrow only 468 billion baht. Loong Too's (Gen Prayut's nickname) money saved the day.

Wait a minute. Does the last row show that 804 billion baht of money supply is available? Then, the government should have no problem borrowing the entire amount of 730 billion baht. This issue is a bit technical. That is because the available money supply free for borrowing is only 520 (804-284) billion baht, not the full amount.

I will skip explaining the "net" money supply issue. Let's just say the Thai government has already borrowed as much as it possibly can and, without withdrawing from its fiscal surplus, it will have to default on its expenses, including government employee salaries.

The remaining five months of FY 2025 will be tough, as an additional 136 billion in financing is needed. Half of the remaining fiscal surplus (243 billion baht outstanding as of end of April 2025) will be further depleted. Many expenses will be postponed or cancelled to avoid a fiscal crunch. There will be no economic stimulus budget from the government. Words, yes. Money, no.

If FY 2025 is tough, FY 2026 will be hellish as the fiscal surplus account will have already dried up. According to my projection in the last column of the table, a maximum of 500 billion baht could be raised by issuing bonds. The government has to find ways to finance the remaining 360 billion baht.

A budget cut for that amount is out of the question. Borrowing from abroad seems to be untimely. Injecting liquidity into the system would be ineffective as commercial banks would keep the money and not on-lend. Asking the new BoT governor to directly purchase government bonds makes most sense, but the IMF would not agree to that. Printing money to support government expenditure is a sensitive and dangerous issue.

FY 2026 budget financing will be most challenging.

Chartchai Parasuk, PhD, is a freelance economist.
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																On Saturday, I went to a riot and found myself at a quinceanera -- a traditional coming-of-age celebration for girls in Latino culture.
I wasn't lost. I had headed to the LA County cities of Compton and Paramount to see the "riots and looters" that Donald Trump and his administration were talking about on social media. I know those communities well. I spent years covering them for the Los Angeles Times, and I have family history on Compton's east side: My great-grandparents are interred in the neighbourhood where the US government said that violent unrest was taking place.

But try as I might, I couldn't find any rioting.

Yes, Los Angeles County Sheriff's deputies were on Alondra Boulevard, along with some people who appeared to be federal agents. I concluded this because these days, US federal agents cover their faces, don't produce identification, and won't respond even when you ask them who they are. Living in a city of actors, I do recognise their method-style commitment to the neo-Gestapo role.

The sheriffs had two lines, protecting either side of the stretch of Alondra Boulevard that is home to Paramount's Home Depot. In that store's parking lot, earlier in the day, the feds had swept up Californians the US government claims are undocumented immigrants. Some protestors had tried to block the arrested immigrants from being taken away.

To the east, sheriff's vehicles were confronting just a few protestors, pushing them back into the middle of Paramount. There was some yelling but little conflict or tension.

To the west, the law enforcement lines had crossed the Rubicon -- well, the LA River and the 710 Freeway, which separate Paramount and Compton -- and used vehicles and loud blasts to push back a small group of protesters. By the time I got there, fewer than 100 people were protesting.

This being Compton, with its strong oral culture, some of the protestors were mouthy, profane, and provocative. A few were anarchists, dressed in black and wearing masks (just like the feds!). They didn't help matters by throwing things at the sheriffs and agents.

A block west of the law enforcement line on the Compton side, a burned-out car sat in the middle of the intersection at the corner of Alondra and Atlantic. But people weren't rioting or doing the large-scale destruction we saw during the 1992 civil unrest. Maybe 400 people milled around. The foolish ones wrote "*uck ICE" on signs and businesses and the burned car; I say foolish because, though love can be blind, this was not the moment to pursue love-making with ICE agents. Wiser taggers went with "Fuera ICE", or "Away ICE", since the departure of these feds would certainly make everyone safer.

I walked up to the law enforcement line, wearing my press pass, and swallowed something that tasted like a mix of tear gas and pepper spray. A self-described medic, who appeared to be with the anarchists, gave me a rag and some water. I retreated to interview the larger crowd at Atlantic and Alondra.

Not much was happening there, so I walked around the neighbourhood. Two hundred meters in any direction, it was just another Saturday night. I could see people in and outside their homes, enjoying a cool June evening. A short walk up Atlantic, families were relaxing in the park where Richard Williams taught his daughters, Venus and Serena, to play tennis.

I wandered west and then south, passing again near the law enforcement line (where the only people who seemed tense were the sheriffs and masked agents). Less than 200 metres from the Atlantic-Alondra intersections, I saw lights and heard rock and banda music. Outside hovered several teenage girls and their fathers. It was a party, one man told me. A quinceanera, another said.

"Bro," said a middle-aged gentleman wearing a Dodger hat, "you OK?"

"I'm good," I said.

"Your eyes are kind of watery. Let me get you some water."

I could see fine. I poured a little water from the cold bottle into my eyes and drank the rest. And he asked: "What's the deal up there?"

I tried to explain.

"Trump is an idiot," he said. "What else is new?"

Then the father of the girl celebrating her birthday warmly greeted me and invited me into the party. He apologised that the party wasn't grander -- "I don't have the money to rent a place" -- but I told him he didn't need to. The party was quite spectacular. It took up two side-by-side apartment building driveways that extended maybe 40m in from the street. The neighbours had agreed to move their cars for the night.

The father and his family had put up a white tent, with chandeliers hung from the top. More than 100 people attended. There was a dance floor, where his daughter -- the birthday girl -- and her girlfriends were moving around. And there was a stage where a terrific band played so loud that you couldn't hear the sheriffs or the helicopters overhead. They had a photo booth set up at the entrance with a gold backdrop, like at the Oscars. There was a taco grill.

"Please have some food," he said. "We have too much." He ordered me two tacos al pastor. They were off the hook.

Who knew civil war could be so tasty?

Technically, it turned out the party was a Sweet 16, not a quinceanera, for his youngest daughter. This was his second marriage, and he wanted to go all out. He missed his older children, who had moved to Wyoming, where life is cheaper and easier.

He saw no reason to stop the party. As close as we were to the law enforcement lines, we didn't feel, there in the driveway, that the police actions outside constituted anything like what the White House was officially calling "a rebellion against the authority of the Government of the United States".

"The government does what the government does," the father said. "Life goes on." (c)Zocalo Public Square



Joe Mathews writes the Connecting California column for Zocalo Public Square.
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																Thailand is approaching a pivotal moment in shaping its energy future. The draft Power Development Plan 2024 (PDP2024) -- currently awaiting finalisation -- outlines the country's power strategy for the next two decades. But as it stands, the draft leans heavily on legacy thermal infrastructure, including continued reliance on fossil fuels.
In this draft, policymakers have bet on unproven technologies like carbon capture and hydrogen co-firing, many of which remain technically uncertain or prohibitively expensive.

Last year, Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT) raised concerns over these choices, calling for a faster and more cost-effective pathway towards decarbonisation. Now, a new voice has joined the conversation.

BloombergNEF's (BNEF) May 2025 report, "Thailand: Turning Point for a Net-Zero Power Grid", presents a compelling, data-driven alternative grounded in current market realities.

At the report's launch in Bangkok, I had the opportunity to speak with Shantanu Jaiswal, BNEF's Head of South and Southeast Asia Research, who presented the report's findings. The panel discussion also included insights from Dr Supawan Saelim of Agora Energiewende, Arthit Vechakij of the Federation of Thai Industries, and Ms Chaphamon Chantarapongphan of Super Energy Corporation -- underscoring the urgency and relevance of the findings for Thailand's energy direction.

Based on the report and the discussion that followed, here are five key takeaways that policymakers and energy planners should seriously consider:

1. Solar is Thailand's cheapest new power source even with storage

Thailand no longer needs to wait for future breakthroughs. The cheapest form of new electricity is already here. Utility-scale solar is now the lowest-cost option for new power generation in Thailand. As of 2024, solar projects delivered electricity at (0.91-2.06 baht/kWh), which undercuts both coal and gas.

Crucially, even when coupled with four-hour battery storage, solar remains more competitive than building new fossil fuel plants.

This cost advantage is further amplified under Thailand's pass-through pricing system. Fossil fuels expose consumers to global price shocks -- especially in today's volatile geopolitical environment.

Solar power, by contrast, offers price certainty and energy security. After all, the sun, never sends a fuel bill.

2. Storage is critical, but needs clear market signals

A major challenge for scaling up solar and wind power is managing intermittency. On-and-off is a major factor that drives consumers, especially commercial buyers from solar power. Therefore, renewable energy requires storage to shift power from times of oversupply, like midday solar peaks, to periods of high demand, such as evening hours. While Thailand's solar tenders now require developers to include storage, this bundling approach is insufficient to unlock broader storage investments. The BNEF recommends launching dedicated storage auctions. These would allow investors to profit from energy arbitrage -- buying electricity when it's cheap and selling it when it's needed -- making clean energy more reliable and commercially attractive.

Importantly, battery costs are falling fast. The BNEF expects solar-plus-storage to become the cheapest source of energy generation in Thailand by 2025. Still, without policy support, the technology will remain underutilised.

3. Grid access needs reform

Today, Thailand's enhanced single-buyer system gives the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT) a monopoly to control the market. This limits competition and stifles innovation. Independent producers face high barriers to sell renewable energy directly to customers.

To unlock private-sector investment and scale renewable deployment, the government must allow third-party access and direct procurement. Transparent, cost-reflective wheeling charges -- meaning, the fees for using the grid -- are essential. But before that, Thailand must improve data transparency, given that the current state of the grid is a black box. Making grid data publicly available would enable better project planning and smoother delivery of clean energy to corporate buyers.

Grid modernisation is not optional; it's the backbone of a high-renewables future.

4. Don't waste resources on false solutions

PDP2024 places a significant emphasis on a hydrogen co-generator as a way forward for Thailand to reduce emissions and reach its zero-emission target. The hydrogen choice raises a question, as there is limited evidence of its economic viability.

If not enough, PDP2024 also champions other questionable options such as carbon capture, while some private operators are exploring ammonia co-firing. Carbon capture is included as an action plan of Thailand's Long-Term Low Greenhouse Gas Emission Development Strategy.

The BNEF finds hydrogen co-generator and carbon capture not cost-effective for the power sector.

For example, hydrogen-fired power could cost over US$200 (6,530 baht)/MWh by 2030. That's three times the price of solar-plus-storage. The cost of avoiding one tonne of carbon dioxide through hydrogen co-firing could exceed US$270. In comparison, direct use of renewables achieves deeper emission cuts at lower cost.

These technologies may have a role in hard-to-abate sectors like shipping or cement. But for Thailand's power sector, they represent expensive distractions that risk locking the country into inefficient and high-carbon infrastructure.

5. Streamline permitting and embrace adaptive planning

One of the biggest obstacles to Thai energy transition isn't technology -- it's bureaucracy. Despite solar projects being quick to deploy, developers face lengthy and confusing permitting procedures across multiple ministries.

Experts at the BNEF event called for simplifying and accelerating these processes. They also urged a shift toward more adaptive, market-responsive planning. Instead of revising capacity targets every three to five years, Thailand should move to more frequent updates that reflect rapidly evolving technologies and market conditions.

At this current juncture, speed is no longer just a luxury -- it is now a necessity. The faster Thailand builds clean power, the lower its cumulative emissions and the greater its long-term economic benefits.

Thailand has pledged to reach carbon neutrality by 2050 and net-zero emissions by 2065. But goals without action are just good intentions. As the PDP2024 draft will shape our power sector for the next two decades, the country must get it right.

It's important to consider that the BNEF's report does not call for radical change. Rather, it calls for rational choices, backed by robust data and market logic. The tools exist. The economics are sound. What's needed now is an alignment between ambition and action.

Clean, reliable, and affordable power is no longer a far-off ideal. It's on the grid, and Thailand just needs to plug it in.



Rapeepat Ingkasit is the research consultant at Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT), a think tank devoted to propelling sustainable financial practices and assisting in Thailand's transition towards a low-carbon economy.
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																Tomorrow marks a significant moment in the contemporary history of the Medical Council of Thailand (MCT), a low-profile yet prestigious association of doctors, with important implications for the medical community and Thai society more broadly.
It's the day when all or most of its 70 council members meet to uphold its May 8 resolution to discipline three doctors -- two from the Police General Hospital (PGH) and one from the Corrections Department's hospital -- for ethical misconduct in connection with former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra's questionable six-month stay at the PGH without spending a day in prison to serve his one-year imprisonment.

The council's resolution is being challenged by Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsuthin, who vetoed the resolution because he said the three doctors did not commit any ethical misconduct, and the suspension penalty imposed on two PGH doctors was deemed too harsh.

Mr Somsak later asked the Information Technology Crime Suppression Centre to investigate a leaked comment in a Line group of council members criticising Thaksin, which he deemed as being biased against him.

The minister is reported to be joining the MCT meeting in the capacity of the chair of the council's special committee. The move is perceived as intimidation by some council members who are officials at the Public Health Ministry. Asked by the media whether public health officials who endorsed the MCT's ruling will face consequences, Mr Somsak was quoted as saying: "I don't know."

It was reported that quiet lobbying has been underway, targeting ex-officio council members to skip tomorrow's meeting or refrain from voting against Mr Somsak's veto. The council needs at least 47 votes to overturn the veto.

Such an aggressive intervention by the minister only confirms the ramifications of the council's reconfirmation of its May 8 ruling. The ruling, which officially states that there is "no empirical evidence" of Thaksin's critical or life-threatening illness, may extend to other cases pending with the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Political Officer Holders, which has scheduled its first hearing on Friday.

At stake amid all this is the MCT's prestige and credibility, which are now being challenged by political forces dedicated to protecting Thaksin and officials who violate court orders or fabricate information to shield the former PM.

It is essential that all or almost all council members attend in unison to vote, with their conscience and commitment to upholding the truth. For this historic moment to be recorded, the MCT should opt for a roll-call voting system instead of secret voting, allowing council members to vote freely and transparently.

Politicians come and go. The council, like other professional associations, must uphold its conscience and integrity. With several other key agencies, such as the Election Commission and the National Anti-Corruption Commission, having been compromised or corrupted, society needs reliable and upright professional bodies more than ever.
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																The Thai-Cambodian border dispute eased over the weekend when troops from both nations agreed to reposition themselves from the disputed area to make way for negotiations scheduled for the upcoming Saturday.
Despite this, warmongering and ultranationalistic sentiments are still running high, to the extent that some national security experts and even the government have become concerned.

Yesterday, Deputy Defence Minister Gen Nattaphol Nakpanich urged on his Facebook page that "patriots" should not use derogatory words to describe Cambodian troops who left the disputed area, following the Thai army that had given ground first.

"Please avoid using the words 'retreat' and 'withdraw' for the Cambodia troops, it is indeed a victory for both countries at a strategic level," the deputy defence minister wrote.

The heightened tension follows a brief skirmish at an undemarcated border area in Ubon Ratchathani on May 28, which resulted in the death of one Cambodian soldier and a flare-up in the long-simmering Thai-Cambodian relationship.

While patriotism typically surges during border disputes, this time the sentiment has become unusually potent. This is largely due to the government's perceived lack of leadership and its seemingly muted responses to what was a rapidly escalating situation.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, for instance, only issued a public statement clarifying the government's stance one whole week after the clash -- a delay widely seen as unnecessarily slow.

Insecurity is fueled by fears that the country might end up in a disadvantageous position, and it provides fertile ground for those advocating a confrontational path, which in turn pressures the government and army to take a hawkish stance.

Despite the Thai and Cambodian governments starting negotiations this Saturday, their trajectory is infused with hatred, a byproduct of century-long conflicts over undemarcated areas along the 800-km border and disputed ownership of numerous historical sites.

Some members of the media and online celebrities have further inflamed the situation with postings insinuating that military retaliation against the "enemy" is justified.

Dehumanising rhetoric has also found its way into certain online channels.

History has shown that border tensions, fuelled by unbridled nationalistic sentiments, often lead to armed conflicts and tragic loss of lives.

Such skirmishes and casualties are pointless and tragic for those directly affected when lives are lost.

Such border disputes must ultimately be settled through evidence-based negotiations and agreed-upon treaties.

That is why the government must urgently consolidate its approach and develop a workable strategy to resolve these border conflicts swiftly and amicably through peaceful means. This is the only way to unite people.

True patriotism lies not in stirring up hatred against our neighbours or opposing views, but in the pursuit of peace, stability, long-term and mutual prosperity. The people of both nations deserve opportunities to explore a better future, not to be mired in the narrow-minded legacy of the past.

It is time for a mature and responsible approach to prevail in settling border disputes, where ultranationalism has no place.
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									Clear danger as war in Europe is in the air								

															

																'There is a clear, present risk, particularly as Vladimir Putin does see himself as being at war with the West. The homeland is again (in peril)...Air and missile attacks will potentially cause civilian casualties (in the United Kingdom) in very large numbers." Therefore, concludes Gen Sir Richard Barrons, the UK needs to bring back air raid sirens and air raid drills.
I'm not making this up. Sir Barrons, a former deputy chief of the Defence Staff who retired from the British Army in 2016, is not just an ageing military fantasist longing to relive the Blitz; he was too young to experience it the first time around. He co-wrote the British government's Strategic Defence Review, published last week, and the government adopted it wholesale.

It's not just the UK. In only four months, the Nato countries of Europe have managed to talk themselves into the belief that their continent is on the brink of war. Almost the entire Russian army has been bogged down in Ukraine for three years, and there is no other military threat in sight, yet the rhetoric suggests that Armageddon is just around the corner.

This is yet another consequence of that highly infectious disease, "Trump derangement syndrome". The American president's penchant for making random radical comments, often just for the hell of it, has a way of panicking other countries into making policy decisions that are premature or just wrong.

For example, the European members of Nato are now convinced that the US is cancelling its eight-decade commitment to the defence of Europe. In particular, they think the US is ending its guarantee of nuclear retaliation against a Russian attack, which enabled all of them (except Britain and France) to avoid getting nuclear weapons of their own.

They are right to be concerned about all that, because that is certainly being considered by some factions in the Trump circus. But it is far too early to base policy on these concerns, because Mr Trump himself has no idea where he is going with all this.

Could the United States end up in a de facto alliance with Russia when the dance ends (or at least pauses for a while)? Unlikely but possible, given Mr Trump's highly personalistic style and his bizarre but undeniably very close relationship with the Russian leader.

What would become of the existing Russian-Chinese alliance in such a case? Hard to say, but Mr Putin might prefer an American alliance that would deliver Ukraine into Russia's hands. That would be a more equal partnership (assuming continuing American decline) than Russia's current precarious alliance with a Chinese giant that has aspirations on Russian territory.

Does that then leave China free to join with Europe and the more or less free-trading countries of Asia in an effort to preserve or restore the rules-based, law-abiding world order that is under attack by Russia and the United States? The possible permutations and combinations are almost endless.

It could even all end up back where it started, with Nato's trans-Atlantic dimension intact, including the US nuclear guarantee for Europe. After all, Mr Trump's ambassador to Nato, Matthew Whitaker, is demanding that all Nato members start spending 5% of their GDP on defence. (The United States itself only spends 3.4%.)

So might Mr Trump really want a powerful Nato in Europe in his moments of clarity (assuming he has some), or is he just trying to sucker America's trade rivals in Europe into weakening themselves by overspending on defence? It's best not to overthink these alternative futures and not to jump to conclusions too fast.

It is, unfortunately, true that flurries of last-minute changes in alliances often happen just before the great powers go into a great war, but that is another reason not to rush into radical changes now. This will require a high tolerance for make-believe on the part of Europe, but wait-and-see is probably the continent's least bad strategy for the time being.

The European members of Nato should do everything possible to sustain Ukraine's resistance even when Mr Trump cuts it off again, and rebuild their own defensive capabilities as fast as possible in case Mr Trump does take the Russian option. But there's no need to practise bleeding, as the soldiers say: try to sustain the fiction of a united Nato as long as possible.

And if you're in need of consolation as the talk of war swamps the news, remember that the only genuinely revisionist great power at the moment is Russia. People will tell you China is revisionist too, but that is untrue apart from Taiwan. Beijing believes it can overtake the United States by economic means alone, and with Mr Trump's help, it may be right.
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									New movie out this week: Jun 12-18

									Check out 'Fureru' for a heartfelt exploration of friendship
								

								New movie that hits cinemas in Thailand this week.
								
[image: ]

Fureru

Directed by Tatsuyuki Nagai.

Who's in it?

The voices of Ryota Bando, Takuya Eguchi and Fumi Hirano.

What's it about? 

Aki, Ryo and Yuta, childhood friends who grew up on the same island, are 20 years old and start living together in Takadanobaba, Tokyo. Even though their living environments are different, they work part-time at a bar, work as salespeople at a real estate company, and are students at a vocational school for clothing designers, the three are always connected in their hearts. The reason is, the mysterious creatures brought from the island, Touch, have mysterious powers similar to telepathy that connect them with different hobbies and personalities. The friendship between the three should continue, but they discover another hidden power of touch.

Why watch it? 

A coming-of-age film set in present-day Tokyo surrounding the Shinjuku area.
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									Rolex series explores journeys to greatness

									
								

								Rolex recently launched the Reach For The Crown documentary series, featuring an exclusive docuseries about the Rolex family of Testimonees. From record-breaking athletes to inspiring artists and environmental pioneers, they share stories of the passion and perseverance that has taken them from childhood dreams to incredible heights. As they recall their highs and lows in the face of daunting challenges, these remarkable personalities reveal what it takes to push the limits in their chosen field.
								They all share a vision, a guiding ideal. With audacity and perseverance, they dare to chase the impossible and overcome every challenge to achieve excellence. Their journeys go beyond personal success. The men and women of the Rolex family inspire the dreams and achievements of today and shape those of tomorrow.

Reach For The Crown launched last month on the Rolex YouTube channel and Rolex.com. It features exclusive interviews with outstanding individuals who set a shining example through their unwavering determination and exceptional achievements.

Each episode retraces their personal journey of self-discovery, the joy and the pain, the highs and lows, as they strive to become the very best version of themselves. Viewers will find compelling stories from Coco Gauff, Cristina Mittermeier, Scottie Scheffler, Yuja Wang, Tiger Woods and Hannah Mills.

[image: Coco Gauff. Photo Courtesy of Jon Buckle]
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									Exo's Kai set to play first solo concert in Bangkok

									
								

								Exo's Kai will take fans on an emotional deep dive before soaring into blazing heat with his first-ever solo concert in Thailand.
								Presented by SM True, the "2025 Kai Solo Concert Tour In Bangkok" will take place at Thunder Dome, Muang Thong Thani, on Aug 2 at 6pm.

Kai is one of the most outstanding members of Exo -- a highly influential group in the South Korean music industry that has consistently captured the hearts of fans.

He has garnered widespread attention on every stage he graces. His powerful presence, unique style and exceptional dance skills have earned him the title of a "world-class performer".

He debuted as a solo artist with his first self-titled mini album Kai in 2020 and released his second mini album Peaches in 2021. Two years later, his third mini album Rover sparked a viral sensation with its popular dance challenge that swept across social media and the entertainment industry.

Barely two months ago, Kai released his fourth mini album, Wait On Me, which features seven diverse tracks.

The title track is an Afrobeats-infused pop song that beautifully captures the aesthetics of waiting, delivered through his alluring vocals and choreography.

Kai kicked off his solo tour with two sold-out concerts in Seoul last month. The Asia tour covers nine other cities including Kuala Lumpur, Macau, Jakarta, Singapore, Taipei, Manila, Bangkok, Yokohama and Hong Kong.

Tickets for the Bangkok show cost 2,500, 3,500, 4,500, 5,300 and 6,300 baht and will be available for public sales on Sunday from 11am at Counter Service in all 7-Eleven stores and via allticket.com.

Visit facebook.com/smtruethailand.
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									Exhibition at CentralWorld presents latest innovations

									
								

								More than 1,000 research works and innovations will be exhibited during Thailand Research Expo 2025 at Centara Grand and Bangkok Convention Centre at CentralWorld, Ratchadamri Road, from June 16-20, daily from 9am to 5pm.
								Held under the theme "Research For All: Connecting Thailand's Future Through Research And Innovation" by the National Research Council of Thailand, the event will feature research works and technology projects by many organisations and educational institutes across the country.

They cover six key areas for national development -- "Bio-Circular-Green (BCG)-driven Economy", "Soft Power And The Creative Economy", "Industrial And New Economy", "Inclusive And Sustainable Society", "Balanced And Sustainable Environment" and "Capacity Building For Community Enterprises And SMEs".

Highlights include DLD's black pig genetics project to improve pork quality and promote sustainable use of livestock resources; the "Jewels Of Wiang Kosai" project that showcases Thai cultural heritage; and "Moon Aiming Thai-Chinese Hodoscope (MATCH)", a scientific instrument designed to study high-energy particles and space weather in the Earth-Moon region.

[image: BioDI Tustr. photos courtesy of National Research Council of Thailand]
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Other initiatives include the development of AI for malnutrition evaluation in older adults, BioDI Tustr microorganisms for rice stubble decomposition and crispy gourami fish snack.

There will also be special exhibitions to pay tribute to HM King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great, honoured as "father of Thai research" and HM King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua as well as an exhibition to mark HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn's 70th birthday anniversary.

Also expect to see the "Research Festival" exhibition, the "Art And Science Of Research" exhibition and other exhibitions from higher education institutions and regional research networks.

Also running will be the Thailand Research Expo & Symposium 2025 and the National RGJ & RRI Conference 2025.

There is no admission fee. To register, visit researchexporegistration.com.
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									The heart of Hokkaido

									No trip to Sapporo is complete without a visit to these must-see sites
								

								My first trip to Sapporo last month made me fall in love with Japan even more. It's not only the delicious food and nice people that impressed me but also the unique beauty that makes me want to go back.
								Sapporo is the capital city of Hokkaido, the northernmost of Japan's main islands whose dairy products, especially cow's milk, are popular among Thais.

The city is famous for its snowy wonderland in winter. However, it also offers diverse and beautiful landscapes for people to enjoy hanami (cherry blossom viewing) and greenery in spring, pleasant climate in summer and striking fall foliage in autumn. Here are the venues I visited during my city tour in late spring.

[image: Cherry blossoms at Hokkaido Jingu Shrine. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
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Odori Park

On my first day, I went to Odori Park, which was around 600m away from my hotel, Grand Mercure Sapporo Odori Park, and takes less than 10 minutes to walk.

An oasis in the heart of Sapporo's business district, the public park stretches east to west for 12 blocks, approximately 1.5km, from Nishi 1-chome to Nishi 12-chome, covering almost 79,000m2.

Formerly a street named Odori, the park now has as many as 4,700 trees of 92 species, including lilacs, the official tree of Sapporo and Japanese elm.

This iconic park hosts many major events throughout the year including the Sapporo Lilac Festival, which this year coincided with the blooming of lilacs. That's why the flowers -- in white, light purple and dark purple -- were seen in the park and people seemed to enjoy sitting on benches viewing them under the trees.

[image: A recreational garden at Odori Park. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
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After having rubbed shoulders with young Japanese boys and girls at the festival in the afternoon, I relaxed on a lawn near the fountain. In the background, I saw Sapporo TV Tower standing nearly 150m tall at the eastern end of the park.

The sky was rather cloudy but it still couldn't hide the vibrant colours of many flowerbeds beautifully arranged throughout the park. While enjoying the cool breeze, I saw teens playing games in a corner and children running around with their parents in a garden. On my way back to the hotel, I also spotted a young man meditating in front of a large statue. I couldn't help but feel that people in Sapporo are fortunate to have such a wonderful park.

Odori Park is open 24 hours a day and is surrounded with department stores, underground shopping malls and boutique streets. The nearest two subway stations are Odori Station and Nishi 11-chome Station.

[image: Tulip flowers at Odori Park. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
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Hokkaido Jingu Shrine

One thing that visitors shouldn't miss when coming to Sapporo is paying homage at Hokkaido Jingu Shrine. This is a major Shinto shrine that symbolises the spiritual protection of Hokkaido and honours the pioneers who settled the area. It's the resting place of four kami (Shinto deities) including the soul of Emperor Meiji who ordered the construction of the shrine in 1871.

Covering an area of around 180,000m2, the shrine is located within Maruyama Park, which is surrounded by a peaceful forest that changes with the seasons.

From the torii gate, we enjoyed scenic surroundings while strolling to the main shrine. It took around five minutes to reach a water pavilion where we were recommended to purify ourselves by washing our hands and mouths before approaching the main shrine.

[image: Lilac flowers often bloom from mid to late May at Odori Park. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
Lilac flowers often bloom from mid to late May at Odori Park. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin



Once there, we observed the ritual for offering a prayer at the shrine. It's easy. First, gently toss a coin (preferably a Y=5 coin as it's considered lucky) into the offering box and bow deeply twice. Then, clap your hands twice and offer your silent prayer or wish. Finally, bow one more time.

After the prayer, most worshippers chose to draw fortunes and write their wishes on wooden plaques. This is a popular activity at this shrine. I also saw many plaques carrying wishes written in Thai. Lucky charms of various designs were also available for sale.

On our way back to the gate, we were excited to bump into sakura (cherry blossoms). The shrine is said to have 1,400 sakura trees and 250 ume (plum blossom) trees, making it one of the best places in northern Japan to view this iconic flower.

Hokkaido Jingu Shrine is accessible by Tozai Line (Orange Line) on the Sapporo Subway. It takes around 10 to 15-minute walk from Maruyama-Koen Station to the shrine.

[image: Hokkaido Jingu Shrine, a 154-year-old Shinto shrine. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
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Shiroi Koibito Park

Shiroi Koibito Park was my next stop. A favourite destination for many chocolate enthusiasts, it is a sweet fantasy land that attracts everyone to come and learn the manufacturing process and history of the famous Hokkaido confectionery, Shiroi Koibito.

The park has a variety of attractions, starting with a fun tour to Chocotopia House where a lovely projection mapping show introduced us to the four revolutionary inventions in chocolate making. Many precious antiques and chocolate cups in exquisite designs made from Meissen porcelain were exhibited in the next room.

A highlight, however, was a factory tour to witness the production lines of Shiroi Koibito cookies and also Baumkuchen, one of the most popular cakes in Japan. Through the large glass windows, we saw a row of machines and workers doing their jobs at each of the six stations. The numbers of packages of the sweets that were just being finished were also updated in real-time on a large screen.
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Showcased on the opposite side of the walking tour was a diorama featuring movable scenes of workers making the sweets. This adorable replica made the tour even more delightful for all visitors -- young and adults.

Shiroi Koibito Park opens daily from 10am to 6pm and the fee is Y=800 (Y=400 for children). However, many areas on the premises are open free of charge, including the beautiful English-style rose garden which was filled with colourful flowers.

Visitors are recommended to try the park's original sweets at the red Cafe London Bus, take delight in a soft-serve ice cream at Softcream House Canterbury, or shop for Shiroi Koibito products at Piccadilly shop. Restaurants are also available there.

[image: Left  A factory where the famous Shiroi Koibito cookies are produced. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
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Sapporo Beer Museum

As Sapporo is the birthplace of Japanese beer, Sapporo Beer Museum should be on the to-go list. The only museum dedicated to beer, it recounts the long history of Sapporo Beer, one of the oldest and most popular beer brands in the country.

On the third floor of the red-brick building, visitors can expand their beer knowledge and learn about the people involved in Japan's brewing history. Also exhibited there are vintage brewing equipment, beer bottles and retro advertisements.

[image: Below A display at Sapporo Beer Museum. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
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Located next to the museum is Sapporo Beer Garden that serves fresh-brewed draughts and some of Hokkaido's finest meat and produce in massive beer halls.

The museum was registered as one of the Hokkaido Heritage sites in 2004. It's located in Sapporo Garden Park and is easily accessible from Sapporo Station. The museum opens free of charge for self-guided tours, daily from 11am to 6pm (except Monday).

[image: Above A massive copper boiling pot at Sapporo Beer Museum. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
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Mt Moiwa Ropeway

My last stop that all tourists shouldn't miss was Mt Moiwa Ropeway. Located 5km southwest of central Sapporo, the 531m-high mountain is renowned for its panoramic views of the city and the surrounding natural beauty.

To access to the summit of the mountain, we had to take a ropeway that took about five minutes to transport passengers from the base to a mid-station. Then, a mini cable car took us through the forest for around three minutes to reach the summit.

Because we chose to go here at nighttime, we had to brave strong winds and cold temperature that made it rather difficult for me to hold my camera still to take pictures of the glowing and beautiful cityscape below. This small adventure was rather short, though it was one of the most memorable experiences for me.

[image: The peak observation deck at Mt Moiwa Ropeway. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
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Mt Moiwa Ropeway is open daily from 10.30am to 10pm (except New Year's Eve). A round-trip ticket between the mountain base and summit is Y=2,100 per adult (Y=1,050 per child).

Actually, there're many other famous attractions that can give us a fuller picture of the city. I hope to visit all of them next time if I get the chance to go back to Sapporo.

Grand Mercure Sapporo Odori Park is a 4-star hotel located at 1 Nishi-11-chome, Kita-1-jo, Chuo-ku. It accommodates 294 spacious guestrooms, from 24m2 to 120m2, and 23 convention and banquet halls.

Its buffet restaurant, Le Sensoriel, is set in an elegant interior on the ground floor. It serves both Western and Japanese cuisine, including dishes with local Hokkaido ingredients -- for breakfast between 7am and 9.30am.

[image: Mt Moiwa Ropeway. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
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Guests can enjoy an evening social at the lobby lounge, which offers a selection of alcoholic beverages, as well as coffee and tea with some snacks. The lounge is also open for a night cap where guests can spend some time sipping a glass of whiskey, brandy, shocu or other spirits.

As the hotel is not far from Odori Park, it is a good option for those planning to visit festivals at the park or explore central Sapporo. The hotel is around 90 minutes from New Chitose Airport by airport bus.

Visit grand-mercure-sapporo-odoripark.jp.
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									Beach Boy Brian Wilson, surf rock poet, dies at 82

									
								

								NEW YORK - Brian Wilson, the Beach Boys co-founder who masterminded the group's wild popularity and soundtracked the California dream, has died, his family announced on Wednesday. He was 82.
								The statement on Instagram did not give a cause. Wilson was placed under a legal conservatorship last year due to a "major neurocognitive disorder."

"We are at a loss for words right now," said his family. "We realise that we are sharing our grief with the world."

The pop visionary crafted hits whose success rivalled The Beatles throughout the 1960s, a seemingly inexhaustible string of feel-good tracks including Surfin' USA, I Get Around, Fun, Fun, Fun and Surfer Girl that made the Beach Boys into America's biggest selling band.

Wilson didn't surf but his prodigious pen and genius ear allowed him to fashion the boundary-pushing soundscape of beachside paradise.

His lush productions were revered among his peers, with even Bob Dylan once telling Newsweek: "That ear -- I mean, Jesus, he's got to will that to the Smithsonian!"

But after five years of extraordinary songwriting, in which he produced 200 odes to sun, surfing and suntanned girls, Wilson sank into a deep, drug-fueled depression for decades.

He would emerge 35 years later to complete the Beach Boys' unfinished album, Smile -- widely regarded as his masterpiece.

'Surfin' USA'

John Lennon said he considered Pet Sounds (1966) to be one of the best albums of all time, while Paul McCartney said Wilson was a "genius" -- who reduced him to tears with one song from the album, "God Only Knows," which Wilson wrote in 45 minutes.

Its melancholic depths hinted at Wilson's own painful secret.

Born on June 20, 1942 in a Los Angeles suburb, Wilson found music as a haven of safety and joy after an upbringing in which he suffered abuse from his domineering father, who would go on to manage the group.

Music was his protection, and The Beach Boys was a family affair: he formed the band with his two brothers Dennis and Carl, his cousin Mike Love and neighbour Al Jardine.

Wilson did all the songwriting, arranging and sang and played bass guitar; his bandmates just had to sing in harmony.

Their first song Surfin, in 1961, was a loose prototype for the unique sound that would become their signature, a fusion of the rock styles of Chuck Berry and Little Richard with the preppy vocal harmonies of The Four Freshmen.

By late 1962, there was hardly a teen who did not know them thanks to the eternal ode to youthful nonchalance, Surfin' USA.

Lost youth

But Wilson was ill at ease on stage and did not like recording studios. In 1964 he had a panic attack on a plane to France, after which he stopped touring.

He was deaf in his right ear and his mouth sagged when he sang -- the result of the many beatings he received from his father.

"It was tough. My dad was quite the slave driver," Wilson told Rolling Stone magazine in 2018.

"He made us mow the lawn and when we were done, he'd say, 'Mow it again.'

The Beach Boys' early songs spoke of simple joys and innocence.

But Wilson's writing became darker as he began to eulogize lost youth. He channeled the group towards the more psychedelic rock central to the hippie culture taking hold in California.

In 1966 he brought out Good Vibrations, a song recorded in four different studios that consumed over 90 hours of tape and included multiple keys, textures, moods and instrumentations.

The single topped the charts and sold one million copies in the United States, but Wilson was at the brink.

In 1967, his mental health deteriorated, worn down by his enormous workload and his wild consumption of drugs.

He abandoned Smile, planted his grand piano in a sandbox, and took vast quantities of LSD and acid.

Eventually diagnosed as schizophrenic, Wilson began hearing voices and thought the famed "Wall of Sound" producer Phil Spector was spying on him and stealing his work.

The group eventually parted ways.

'Gentlest revolutionary'

The troubled artist had long stints of rehab and relapses as well as legal issues including a lengthy, eyebrow-raising relationship with a controlling psychotherapist who was eventually blocked by a court order from contact with Wilson.

The artist credits his marriage to former model Melinda Ledbetter as helping him to rebuild his life. He revived and finished Smile, releasing it in 2004.

His brother Dennis drowned in 1983, while Carl died of cancer in 1998.

Last year Wilson's family successfully pursued a legal conservatorship following the death of Melinda, with his longtime manager and publicist being put in charge of his affairs.

Wilson's seven children were consulted by the conservators regarding major health decisions as a stipulation of the agreement.

The musician's many accolades included a Kennedy Center Honor in 2007, when that committee dubbed him "rock and roll's gentlest revolutionary."

"There is real humanity in his body of work," they said, "vulnerable and sincere, authentic and unmistakably American."
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									Thai actresses' accused stalkers arrested

									Police complaint filed by 'Lingling' and 'Orm' against obsessive fans
								

								Five suspects have been arrested after Thai actresses Sirilak "Lingling" Kwong and Kornnaphat "Orm" Sethratanapong filed a police complaint against obsessive fans who have been stalking and harassing them.
								Authorities said the suspects followed the stars of the hit TV series The Secret of Us to their residences, photographing their cars and licence plates. 

Disturbingly, it emerged that Orm's personal driver was found to have accepted money from the stalkers in exchange for selling private information about her whereabouts, according to investigators.

The driver claimed he acted out of concern for Orm, but the family rejected this as an excuse. Orm discovered the driver's involvement after helping him use GPS on a new phone, which led to uncovering chat messages on Line revealing the stalking network.

The suspects operated a Line group to exchange information and coordinated their stalking activities, including showing up at the actresses' homes and attempting to contact Orm's mother, according to the police complaint. 

Some fans even booked plane tickets to sit near the actresses during long-distance travel.

Police confirmed that the five arrested are only part of a larger group of stalkers, including both Thai and foreign nationals.

The actresses' management and Channel 3 issued warnings earlier this year demanding that the harassment stop, but the behaviour persisted. The driver involved has been dismissed, and police have pledged to pursue legal action against all involved to the fullest extent of the law.

The case highlights the serious problem of sasaeng (obsessive) fans crossing legal and ethical boundaries, threatening the privacy and wellbeing of celebrities in Thailand. 

Authorities urge victims of stalking to report incidents promptly to ensure protection and confidentiality.
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									Nintendo Switch 2 priced at 17,800 baht in Thailand

									
								

								The Nintendo Switch 2 will cost 17,800 baht for the standard console and 19,800 baht for the bundle including Mario Kart World, Synnex, Nintendo's official distributor in Thailand, announced on Wednesday.
								Preorders start on June 16, with the console hitting shelves on June 26.

The Nintendo Switch 2 is the latest iteration in the Switch line, which combines TV-play with handheld gaming, offering versatile gaming experiences.

The original Switch has been on the market for over eight years and has achieved immense popularity, selling more than 152 million units worldwide.

The console features a broad library of hit titles such as Mario games, Animal Crossing, Super Smash Bros Ultimate, Zelda series, Pokemon, Monster Hunter Rise and many more.

Preorders can be made at https://campaign.synnex.co.th.


	Related: Nintendo sells record 3.5 million Switch 2 consoles in four days
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									Pride exhibition in Phuket

									"Sea Voices" gives voices to various themes and causes
								

								Pullman Phuket Panwa Beach Resort has launched "Sea Voices", an inspiring collaboration with Chloe Kelly Miller, a rising-star French artist known for bold and modern art, who has exhibited "Sublimation" at the Carrousel du Louvre. Miller also had a Bangkok debut show at River City Bangkok last year. 
								"Sea Voices", which runs until April 30, 2026, celebrates love, inclusivity and marine life conservation, offering an unforgettable fusion of art, sustainability and hospitality.

[image: ]

The exhibition focuses on themes of empowerment, disabilities, LGBTQ+ pride, sustainability and marine life preservation through 20 art pieces on display in the Junction hub. Miller's ability to capture diversity and courage in her work promises a thought-provoking viewing experience.

[image: ]

"This exhibition is about being unapologetically yourself and protecting the beauty of what surrounds us -- within and beyond," says the artist. Based in Paris, Miller is a self-taught artist with a background in clinical psychology. Her creative journey began alongside her academic studies, growing organically through experimentation with media, textures and emotional depth. 

[image: ]

Guests staying between June 17 and July 14 will have the rare opportunity to engage with Miller. The highlights include a press event on June 21. Witness her creativity live as she paints during this special session. On June 26-28 and July 4-6, join immersive art dinners, which will be a collaborative effort by Miller and chef Nok at Tamarind Restaurant. Guests can savour dishes and receive complimentary, numbered art pieces to take home as a keepsake. 

That's not all, Pullman Phuket Panwa has unveiled an exclusive "Sea Voices" afternoon tea set, offering a delightful refreshment accompanied by a custom-designed art box as a complimentary memento.

[image: ]

"Sea Voices" has also partnered with Thailand Biennale Phuket 2025, which will take place for five months from November to April, 2026. Ten percent of all proceeds from Tamarind Restaurant, the Afternoon Tea Box and special cocktails will be donated to the Phuket Provincial Disabled Service Center.
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									Mobile game advocating Hong Kong, Taiwan independence disappears

									
								

								HONG KONG -- A mobile game application banned for advocating Hong Kong and Taiwan independence can no longer be found on Apple's App Store, according to checks by the Post, following its earlier removal from the Google Play Store.
								Reversed Front: Bonfire, a war-themed game developed by ESC Taiwan and launched in April, did not appear in search results on Wednesday, despite being available for download on the store the previous day.

On Tuesday evening, Hong Kong police warned residents against downloading the application, saying those who did would risk breaking the city's national security laws for possessing a seditious publication.

Authorities invoked a section of the implementation rules under the Beijing-imposed national security law, allowing police to order relevant electronic platforms to remove access to the game.

According to a check by the Post on Tuesday, the Google Play Store suspended access to download the mobile game.

						

							
						


Earlier this month, the game's social media page announced that the application had been taken down from the Google Play Store for the second time for not prohibiting hateful language. It added that players could still download an Android version of the game from its website.

A source told the Post that no arrests had been made in connection with the mobile game so far.

[image: Police have warned against downloading mobile game application ]
Police have warned against downloading mobile game application "Reversed Front: Bonfire", which advocates Hong Kong and Taiwan independence. (Photo: Handout)



The force also warned that anyone who provided money or financial help to the game's developer, including making in-app purchases, with the intent to fund acts of secession or subversion of state power, could also risk offending the national security law.

It also said that any person or organisation that knowingly published the application, including sharing or recommending it online, would also risk contravening offences of inciting secession and subversion under the national security law, as well as seditious intention offences under the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance.

The Post has reached out to Apple and Google for comment.
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