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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Live updates: House set to vote on DOGE-inspired cuts to foreign aid, PBS, NPR
        Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term in the White House and the Republican-led Congress.

      

      
        Nutrition program for Americans on food stamps at risk in GOP bill
        Rachel Roubein

        The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education, or SNAP-Ed, faces elimination in a GOP bill, sparking concerns about the impact on low-income Americans' health education.

      

      
        Supreme Court makes it easier to sue schools over disability accommodations
        Justin Jouvenal

        The justices unanimously sided with a family who argued that schoolchildren had to meet an unfairly high burden to show schools are falling short under federal law.

      

      
        Supreme Court revives lawsuit over FBI raid of wrong house
        Ann Marimow

        Lower courts had dismissed the case brought by Hilliard Toi Cliatt and Curtrina Martin, whose home in Atlanta was wrongly raided by the FBI.

      

      
        Fulbright board resigns over alleged Trump administration interference
        Mariana Alfaro

        The 12-person board that oversees the Fulbright Program accused the White House of denying a "substantial" number of scholarship recipients.

      

      
        Trump extends picnic invite after Rand Paul says White House excluded his family
        Martine Powers, Theodoric Meyer

        Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) said the White House appeared to be retaliating against him for breaking with the president's agenda at a high-stakes moment.

      

      
        Trump targets California with bill blocking ban on gas cars
        Matt Viser

        The move sets up another battle with California Gov. Gavin Newsom, who has sparred with Trump in recent days over the president's intervention in L.A. protests.

      

      
        Ex-Phoenix chief Michael Sullivan named head of U.S. Capitol Police
        Spencer Hsu

        Congress turns to an outsider who has led agencies through Justice Dept. civil rights probes, as threats to lawmakers grow and police spending nears $1 billion

      

      
        Military parade, big protests will fuel clashing visions of America
        Naftali Bendavid

        The conflict in Los Angeles now forms the backdrop for Saturday's military parade on Trump's birthday and a nationwide "No Kings" protest.

      

      
        Big Tech stumbles into a big brawl over C-SPAN's streaming future
        Paul Kane

        A bipartisan Senate coalition is asking YouTube TV and Hulu to add Congress's favorite station to their lineups.

      

      
        Trump brings red-carpet vibe, and boos, to Kennedy Center's 'Les Mis'
        Matt Viser, Travis Andrews

        The president's attendance was meant as a fundraiser for the cash-strapped arts center, which has seen a decline in ticket sales since he took control.

      

      
        David Hogg to depart as DNC vice chair after months of turmoil
        Patrick Svitek, Dylan Wells

        The move follows repeated bouts of infighting centering on the Gen Z activist's pledge to involve himself in party primaries and support challenges to some incumbents.

      

      
        Josh Shapiro says he's 'prepared' if Trump sends military to Pennsylvania
        Colby Itkowitz

        Gov. Josh Shapiro's comments came during an interview following Trump administration threats to expand National Guard call-ups to other states.

      

      
        Trump White House opens door to historic military deployment on U.S. soil
        Cat Zakrzewski, Natalie Allison, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez

        The administration's message coincides with a new tenor of bellicose language coming from President Trump.

      

      
        White House accuses Newsom and Bass of fanning flames, siding with criminals
        Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term in the White House and the Republican-led Congress.

      

      
        Strategy or slow start? Some in Va. GOP question Earle-Sears campaign.
        Gregory S. Schneider, Laura Vozzella

        Democrat Abigail Spanberger reported a big fundraising lead over Republican Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears in Virginia's gubernatorial race, fueling GOP concern.

      

      
        Trump's top general contradicts his assessment of Putin, L.A. unrest
        Abigail Hauslohner

        Gen. Dan Caine's comments in Senate testimony were restrained but significant, perhaps allaying lawmakers' fears he would bow to political pressure.

      

      
        Hegseth resists when pushed to explain Trump's Air Force One deal
        Amy B Wang, Dan Lamothe

        Democrats demanded clarity on President Donald Trump's rationale for pursuing the Qatari luxury jet, but the defense secretary gave them little in return.

      

      
        Musk says he 'went too far' in feud with Trump after JD Vance steps in
        Cat Zakrzewski, Aaron Gregg, Trisha Thadani

        Musk's rare public expression of regret suggests he is trying to defuse tensions after Trump threatened to retaliate against his companies during their feud.

      

      
        Trump to ramp up transfers to Guantanamo, including citizens of allies
        John Hudson, Alex Horton

        Plans show the administration is preparing to send thousands to Guantanamo, including some Europeans, with no intent to notify their home governments.
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Live updates: House set to vote on DOGE-inspired cuts to foreign aid, PBS, NPR
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term in the White House and the Republican-led Congress.
By Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Sabrina Rodriguez, Abigail Hauslohner, Marianna Sotomayor, Jacob Bogage, Dan Lamothe, Matt Viser, Matthew Choi, Dan Merica, Leo Sands, Naftali Bendavid, Cat Zakrzewski, Natalie Allison, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Travis Andrews, Martine Powers, Theodoric Meyer, Colby Itkowitz | 2025-06-12
The House is set to vote Thursday on a package of funding cuts inspired by the U.S. DOGE Service that until recently was overseen by Elon Musk. The clawbacks, totaling $9.4 billion, take aim at foreign aid and funding for PBS and NPR, among other things. It could be the first in a series of similar rescission packages. At the White House, President Donald Trump signed a measure Thursday that blocks California's first-in-the-nation rule banning the sale of new gas-powered cars by 2035. He is also scheduled to sign executive orders and host a congressional picnic.
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Nutrition program for Americans on food stamps at risk in GOP bill
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education, or SNAP-Ed, faces elimination in a GOP bill, sparking concerns about the impact on low-income Americans' health education.
By Rachel Roubein | 2025-06-12

Aretha Richardson waters seedlings planted during an adult SNAP-Ed class in the community garden at Moravia Park Elementary School in Baltimore on June 4. (Photos by Wesley Lapointe/For The Washington Post) 


BALTIMORE -- A group of kindergartners sat attentively in a bright elementary school, ready to learn the keys to living a healthy life. One of the four main pillars, nutrition educator Karen Turner told them, was to drink lots of water.
"What about Pepsi?" Turner asked.
"No!" the kids screamed.
"What about Capri Sun?"
"No!"
For more than 15 years, Turner has been teaching healthy habits to students at schools like Moravia Park Elementary, where 100 percent of the children are eligible for free and reduced meals. The effort is part of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education, or SNAP-Ed, a federally funded initiative that aims to help low-income Americans make healthier, cost-effective food choices.
But Turner's classes -- and other activities to increase nutrition and prevent obesity across the country -- could soon end. Republicans have proposed eliminating SNAP-Ed.
The potential cut alarms program leaders who say states would be forced to pare back efforts to improve Americans' health at a moment when addressing childhood illness and chronic disease has rapidly become a major theme of President Donald Trump's domestic agenda. Supporters of the program wonder why Congress would defund efforts to teach food stamp recipients how to eat healthy at the same time Trump administration officials are, for the first time, approving state efforts to crack down on using benefits to pay for soda and candy.

Maryland SNAP-Ed nutrition educator Karen Turner after leading an adult gardening and cooking class at Moravia Park Elementary School in Baltimore. 


Nearly 20 percent of U.S. children are obese, almost four times the rate in the 1970s before the proliferation of ultra-processed food, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the nation's top health official, has called for sweeping change to the nation's food supply.
"If you want America to be healthier and you're cutting SNAP-Ed, I don't see how that can be done," said Turner, who is with Maryland's SNAP-Ed program run by the University of Maryland Extension.
The cut was just one line item in the House version of Trump's massive tax and immigration bill, which passed the chamber last month. On Wednesday night, Senate Republicans on the Agriculture Committee released their legislative text, which eliminates funding for SNAP-Ed going forward.
Republicans cast SNAP-Ed as duplicative and ineffective, saying they don't believe it has delivered meaningful change in the nutrition or obesity of Americans who receive benefits formerly known as food stamps -- an assertion those who have evaluated the program contest.
"The data shows it hasn't moved the dial in making America healthy again," Rep. Glenn Thompson (R-Pennsylvania), the chair of the House Agriculture Committee, said in a brief interview.

A kindergartner prepares to cut a strawberry. 


A 2019 Government Accountability Office report stated that the U.S. Department of Agriculture needed to improve how it gathers information on the effectiveness of SNAP-Ed programs in order to determine if the program is meeting its goals. Since then, the program has bolstered its reporting mechanisms.
The sweeping legislation -- which the Senate is currently reworking in an effort to pass it by July 4 -- includes other major changes to SNAP, which provides food assistance to families in need. The House bill expanded work requirements to receive benefits. It also required states to pay between 5 to 25 percent of SNAP benefits in moves that could lead millions of low-income Americans to lose access to food stamps or see decreases in their monthly benefits. The Senate version of the bill scaled back the proposal, mandating most states pay between 5 percent to 15 percent of benefits.
Yet, many SNAP-Ed leaders were caught off guard by the complete elimination of the roughly $536 million annual program, one of the USDA's largest nutrition education initiatives. Congressional scorekeepers estimate repealing the program would save the government nearly $5.5 billion over the next decade.
"Each day, the Department of Agriculture spends roughly $400 million across its 16 nutrition programs. Yet diet-related, chronic disease is skyrocketing, particularly in children," a USDA spokesperson said in a statement, adding that "Secretary [Brooke] Rollins will continue to support President Trump's agenda while making certain we respect the generosity of the American taxpayer to Make America Healthy Again."

Ronnetta Suber, left, and Shanequa Witherspoon prepare pasta salad during a SNAP-Ed class on home cooking and gardening. 


In Baltimore in early June -- less than two weeks after the House passed legislation to eliminate SNAP-Ed -- a two-hour nutrition class for adults was wrapping up. The smell of Cajun-style catfish overwhelmed the hallways of the elementary school as participants enjoyed the food they made based on ingredients they had received earlier from a food bank.
Cheryl Colvin poured some salt into her hand and sprinkled it on her fish.
Then, the self-professed "salt-a-holic" took a bite.
"I just added that little pinch of salt," she said, "and I shouldn't have."
Colvin -- who receives roughly $300 in food stamps each month -- said she grew up cooking with a lot of grease. Through Turner's classes, the two-time cancer survivor is learning to prepare foods in a healthier way, she said, such as by roasting chicken rather than frying it (and using less salt).
She, along with the other participants, also made "container gardens" out of empty strawberry containers. They planted a lettuce mix as Turner told the class they could use their food stamp benefits to buy seeds. "Can you see how that can actually help you save money?" Turner asked the class.

Tiffany Howard smells a rosemary plant during an adult SNAP-Ed class. 


For roughly 25 years, Maryland has operated a SNAP-Ed program through the University of Maryland Extension. But the groundwork for the nationwide initiative was laid decades ago, and starting in 1992, the federal government began partially funding nutrition education plans from states that chose to participate.
Nearly two decades later, SNAP-Ed became a nationwide grant program with the passage of the 2010 Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act. States get federal grants to fund an array of educational activities, such as marketing campaigns, farm-to-school programs and community gardens. The focus is also on creating new policies aimed at improving the overall health in a community, like an effort in Maryland to work with school districts to strengthen wellness policies. The program is targeted to those who are eligible for SNAP, as well as those who qualify for other federal food assistance.
In a markup of the House bill last month, several Democrats criticized the move to eliminate dollars to SNAP-Ed.
"SNAP benefits are being cut in this hearing -- right now through this bill," said Rep. Jill Tokuda (D-Hawaii). "Now we're also talking about taking away the education that helps families stretch them further."
Thompson, the Republican committee chair, said that he'd always believed the concept of SNAP education was a "really good thing."
He argued that "numerous studies" had not shown evidence that SNAP-Ed has influenced long-term behaviors, adding that the federal government has other nutrition programs. A spokesman pointed to the GAO report as well as two studies from 2012 and 2013, which had varied results.
Those who have evaluated the program contend they believe it is effective. They point to data they say show there is evidence the program is accomplishing its goals and contend it fills gaps that other federal programs can't fill.
"Republicans didn't talk with us about bipartisan solutions for how we might improve the program," Rep. Angie Craig (Minnesota), the top Democrat on the House Agriculture Committee, said in a statement to The Washington Post. "They took a page out of Elon Musk's DOGE playbook and deleted SNAP-Ed entirely."

Participants in an adult SNAP-Ed class on home cooking and gardening eat the catfish and pasta salad they made. 


In recent years, SNAP-Ed launched a new electronic national reporting system to better compare data across states, according to the Association of SNAP Nutrition Education Administrators. Pamela Bruno, the lead evaluator of Maine's SNAP-Ed program, said the association recently analyzed data from the new reporting system that showed improvement in fruit and vegetable intake, as well as shopping behaviors and physical activity.
"As someone who's evaluated it for over a decade, I see the impacts," Bruno said, "and I believe there is a rigorous and really effective process for both planning and evaluating this program nationally."
Jerry Mande, who oversaw SNAP-Ed at the Agriculture Department for six years under the Obama administration, says he wants the initiative to have a greater focus on developing pilot programs to test out new policies in SNAP and mass-media campaigns -- efforts he believes could have the broadest reach.
But, Mande said, he opposes the effort to defund the program. He noted the Trump administration's recently released budget dealing with discretionary spending mentions funding for SNAP-Ed. The White House has not detailed how it will handle funding levels for programs, like SNAP-ED, set outside the annual appropriations cycle. Some prior Trump budgets had proposed terminating funding.
After the nutrition lesson with Turner at the Baltimore elementary school, Tina Smith walked her kindergartners back to the classroom. They had just learned about four ways to be happy and healthy. Enjoy healthy snacks. Eat healthy meals. Use playtime as exercise. Drink lots of water.
For 14 years, Smith has worked at Moravia Park Elementary School.
The classes, she said, were an "eye-opener."
This story has been updated to provide more detail on the White House budget proposal.
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Supreme Court makes it easier to sue schools over disability accommodations
The justices unanimously sided with a family who argued that schoolchildren had to meet an unfairly high burden to show schools are falling short under federal law.
By Justin Jouvenal | 2025-06-12

The Supreme Court building in Washington on April 30. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


The Supreme Court on Thursday made it easier for students to prove schools are not making proper accommodations for their disabilities, ruling for the family of a Minnesota teen with a severe form of epilepsy who claimed a school district must do more to offer her instruction outside normal school hours.
In a unanimous decision, the justices sided with the family of Ava Tharpe, who argued that schoolchildren had to meet an unfairly high burden to show schools are falling short under the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA), Rehabilitation Act and other disability statutes. The ruling means students' claims against schools are subject to the same standards that apply in other disability discrimination contexts.
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. wrote in an opinion that some lower courts were "implicitly limit[ing] the ability of disabled schoolchildren to vindicate their independent ADA and Rehabilitation Act rights, thereby making it more difficult to secure statutory remedies provided by Congress."
Ava's case began in 2015, when she transferred to a Minnesota school. She has a rare form of epilepsy that causes the most intense seizures in the morning, so she is unable to attend classes before noon. She also needs help walking and using the bathroom. Ava's old school accommodated her needs by giving her evening instruction, but Osseo Area Public Schools denied her request for similar accommodations.
The schools offered shifting rationales, including that providing the services would set an unfavorable precedent for other school districts and that they did not want to teach Ava in her home.
Between 2015 and 2018, Ava received only 41/4 hours of instruction per day as opposed to 61/2 hours of instruction for a typical student. After the school district proposed additional cuts, Ava's parents filed a discrimination claim under the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which provides federal funds to states in exchange for guarantees that disabled students receive a "free appropriate education."
An administrative law judge found Osseo schools had violated IDEA, and federal courts affirmed the decision. The family then sued under the ADA and other provisions requesting a permanent injunction, but a district court and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit issued a summary judgment for the school district.
The 8th Circuit found that a student must show "something more than a mere failure to provide" a free appropriate education. For technical reasons, the court found the appropriate bar should be a heightened standard of "bad faith and/or gross misjudgment" -- one not used in other types of disability discrimination cases. Other courts use an easier-to-prove requirement known as "deliberate indifference."
"It's wrong to impose any sort of uniquely stringent standard on children facing discrimination in schools," Roman Martinez, an attorney for Ava's family, told the justices during oral arguments in April.
Lisa Blatt, an attorney for Osseo schools, told the justices that the "district cares deeply about Ava and gave her more service than any other student" but that changing the legal standard for proving a disability claim would weigh heavily on schools. She said schools would be exposed to more legal action and possibly severe sanctions under the ADA.
"Reversing ... would expose 46,000 public schools to liability," Blatt said. "Every good-faith disagreement would risk liability or even the nuclear option -- the loss of federal funding."
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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Supreme Court revives lawsuit over FBI raid of wrong house
Lower courts had dismissed the case brought by Hilliard Toi Cliatt and Curtrina Martin, whose home in Atlanta was wrongly raided by the FBI.
By Ann Marimow | 2025-06-12

Hilliard Toi Cliatt, Curtrina Martin and her son, Gabe Watson, thought criminals were attacking when their house was mistakenly raided. The Supreme Court decision to revive Cliatt and Martin's lawsuit was unanimous. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The Supreme Court on Thursday unanimously revived a lawsuit from a pair of Atlanta residents seeking to hold the federal government accountable after FBI agents mistakenly battered down their front door and held them at gunpoint during a predawn raid of the wrong house.
The federal government is generally shielded from legal liability, and lower courts had dismissed the case brought by Hilliard Toi Cliatt and his then-partner, Curtrina Martin.
The justices sent their case back to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit to grapple with the meaning of the Federal Tort Claims Act, which allows individuals to bring some claims for damages for certain actions taken by federal employees that lead to personal injury or property damage.
During the 2017 raid, FBI agents spent no more than five minutes inside the home Martin and Cliatt shared. But the dramatic noisy entry with a stun grenade made them think they were being attacked by criminals. Agents dragged Cliatt out of a bedroom closet, handcuffed him and pointed their guns at the couple, according to court filings.
When Cliatt stated his address in response to an agent's questions, the lead FBI agent, Lawrence Guerra, realized his error and called off the raid, court records show. Cliatt's handcuffs were removed, and the agent said he would return soon to explain what had happened.
Guerra apologized and documented the property damage, which was eventually covered by insurance. He handed Cliatt a business card with his supervisor's information and left the couple in stunned disbelief, court documents state.
The Federal Tort Claims Act allows some claims against the government for intentional and mistaken violations of individual rights. But the statute includes an exception that shields the government from liability when it comes to giving federal officers leeway to carry out their jobs.
The lawyer for Martin and Cliatt had asked the justices to reverse the lower court rulings and allow the lawsuit to proceed. Congress intentionally changed the law to remove that protection for the government for just this type of conduct by law enforcement officers, attorney Patrick M. Jaicomo said, and to "make sure that there's a remedy for the innocent victims of your mistake or wrongdoing."
In their opinion Thursday, the justices indicated that lower courts may be too broadly applying the exception barring lawsuits and that it might not apply in wrong-house raids.
"We readily acknowledge that different lower courts have taken different views" of the exception, said the opinion, written by Justice Neil M. Gorsuch. "We acknowledge, too, that important questions surround whether and under what circumstances that exception may ever foreclose a suit like this one."
But the Supreme Court left those questions for the 11th Circuit to answer when it revisits the case that could eventually return to the justices.
Liberal Justices Sonia Sotomayor and Ketanji Brown Jackson agreed with the majority but said they would have gone further, suggesting that Cliatt and Martin should prevail.
Congress intended to hold the federal government accountable for the types of harm committed by law enforcement officers like Guerra, Sotomayor wrote.
"It is hard to see how Guerra's conduct in this case, including his allegedly negligent choice to use his personal GPS and his failure to check the street sign or house number on the mailbox before breaking down Martin's door and terrorizing the home's occupants, involved the kind of policy judgments" that the exception in the statute "was designed to protect," Sotomayor wrote.
The victims had bipartisan support from members of Congress, including Sens. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) and Raphael G. Warnock (D-Georgia). The lawmakers emphasized that the tort claims act was amended in 1974 in response to high-profile wrong-house raids and is supposed to allow for claims when law enforcement officers commit "assault, battery, false imprisonment, false arrest, abuse of process, or malicious prosecution."
After the ruling Thursday, the lawyer for Martin and Cliatt said the Supreme Court is "ensuring that there is a remedy for Americans and everyone else in this country when federal officials violate their rights."
The statute is "one of the few ways federal officials can be held accountable under the current state of the law," Jaicomo said in an interview.
The Trump administration defended the agents, saying Congress also intended to protect law enforcement officers from liability claims that second-guess their judgment calls in the course of their duties. Frederick Liu, an assistant to the solicitor general, told the justices during oral argument in April that the agents in this case had discretion as to how to identify the target of a search warrant.
A district judge in Atlanta said the agent in the botched raid, and the government, were shielded from liability. The court said Guerra had taken significant precautions in preparing for the raid and had "simply made a mistake."
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit, based in Atlanta, also sided with the government. Martin's lawsuit was barred in part, the court said, because the FBI did not have specific policies or procedures for how an agent should execute a warrant.
The 11th Circuit separately said the Supremacy Clause of the Constitution bars such claims because states cannot interfere with federal officers carrying out federal policy -- a rationale the justices rejected in their opinion Thursday.
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Fulbright board resigns over alleged Trump administration interference
The 12-person board that oversees the Fulbright Program accused the White House of denying a "substantial" number of scholarship recipients.
By Mariana Alfaro | 2025-06-12

The Harry S. Truman Federal Building, headquarters for the State Department. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


The entire 12-person board tasked with overseeing the State Department's Fulbright Program resigned Wednesday, claiming political interference from the Trump administration.
In a statement posted on the board's Substack, the congressionally mandated Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board said its members voted "overwhelmingly" to resign from the board "rather than endorse unprecedented actions that we believe are impermissible under the law, compromise U.S. national interests and integrity, and undermine the mission and mandates Congress established for the Fulbright program nearly 80 years ago."
The board accused the White House of denying Fulbright awards to a "substantial" number of individuals who were selected for the 2025-2026 academic year through a rigorous, merit-based process. The board also alleged that the administration is putting an additional 1,200 foreign Fulbright recipients through an "unauthorized review process" that could lead to the termination of their awards.
According to the statement, the board's mandate gives it final approval over program awards, which it has retained without interference from administrations in both parties.
Fulbright, which is administered through the State Department's Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, was created nearly 80 years ago by Congress in an effort to promote American diplomacy abroad through intellectual exchanges. Each year, about 8,000 Fulbright grants are assigned to U.S. and foreign students, scholars, scientists, artists and professors.
In a statement, the State Department sought to dismiss the allegations of the 12 board members, accusing them of being "partisan political appointees" and saying they should not have "final say over the application process, especially when it comes to determining academic suitability and alignment with President Trump's Executive Orders."
"The claim that the Fulbright [Hays] Act affords exclusive and final say over Fulbright Applications to the Fulbright board is false," the agency said.
All 12 board members were appointed during the Biden administration.
In their statement, the members said President Donald Trump's actions "are antithetical to the Fulbright mission and the values, including free speech and academic freedom, that Congress specified in the statute."
"It is our sincere hope that Congress, the courts, and future Fulbright Boards will prevent the administration's efforts to degrade, dismantle, or even eliminate one of our nation's most respected and valuable programs," they wrote.
By Wednesday evening, the Fulbright Board's page on the State Department's website only had one member listed -- Carmen Estrada-Schaye, president of a company that restores historic homes across the United States, who was appointed to the board in 2022.
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-New Hampshire), the top Democrat on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, said in a statement that the bipartisan board "was mandated by Congress to be a check on the executive and to ensure that students, researchers and educators are not subjected to the blatant political favoritism that this Administration is known for."
"While I understand and respect the bipartisan Fulbright Board for resigning en masse rather than grant credibility to a politicized and unlawful process, I'm painfully aware that yesterday's move will change the quality of Fulbright programming and the independent research that has made our country a leader in so many fields," she said.
In a post on X, venture capitalist Shervin Pishevar -- who supported Trump and donated to his campaign in the 2024 election and who served on the Fulbright board for six years after being appointed to it by President Barack Obama in 2015 -- proposed that Trump "recast" the Fulbright program as the "Trump Fulbright American Genesis Fellowship."
"Through a rigorous meritocratic process, recipients will be chosen from every corner of the globe and placed in the top academic and research institutions in the United States, trained and empowered to contribute to American innovation, culture, defense, and prosperity," Pishevar said. "This will not only reinforce our leadership in science, arts, and technology, it will be a strategic immigration policy rooted in excellence."
Already, applying to a Fulbright scholarship is a competitive, rigorous process in which high-achieving applicants must prove that they have top academic credentials, leadership skills, multiple letters of recommendation and a compelling project proposal or statement of purpose. Applications are reviewed by professional panels and applicants are screened by the Fulbright Commissions and the U.S. Embassy in the applicant's country, which then make recommendations to the board.
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Trump extends picnic invite after Rand Paul says White House excluded his family
Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) said the White House appeared to be retaliating against him for breaking with the president's agenda at a high-stakes moment.
By Martine Powers, Theodoric Meyer | 2025-06-12

Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) enters the Senate chamber at the U.S. Capitol. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post) 


Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) said Wednesday the Trump administration had excluded him and his family from a congressional picnic at the White House in what he believed to be punishment over his refusal to support the president's signature legislation.
"We just tried to get our tickets today, and they said, 'You were not invited,'" Paul told reporters outside the Capitol. While he said he did not know exactly who appeared to have left him out, he added, "I think that it's somebody acting in a very petty way."
Trump on Thursday extended an olive branch, welcoming the senator to the annual celebration of bipartisanship in a post to social media.
"Of course Senator Rand Paul and his beautiful wife and family are invited to the BIG White House Party tonight," Trump wrote in his post. "He's the toughest vote in the history of the U.S. Senate, but why wouldn't he be? Besides, it gives me more time to get his Vote on the Great, Big, Beautiful Bill."
"I look forward to seeing Rand," Trump concluded at the end of the post. "The Party will be Great!"
The congressional picnic is a time-honored tradition dating back decades -- intended to serve as a symbol of nonpartisan bonhomie between political leaders. The White House typically invites all members of the House and Senate, along with their families, for one of the few times each year that administration officials and representatives of both parties gather to socialize.
Trump in his first term used the event to call for unity and highlight achievements -- his own and those of lawmakers -- though he once put the event on hold during a period of political turbulence, saying the timing "didn't feel exactly right." The White House did not immediately respond to questions confirming Paul's invitation status or Thursday's guest list.
Paul, a right-wing firebrand from a deep-red state, has drawn Trump's ire repeatedly in recent weeks for criticizing Trump's top legislative priority, a massive tax-and-spending bill called the One Big Beautiful Bill. Paul has vowed to oppose the measure unless Republicans strip out a provision to raise the debt limit by trillions of dollars before the federal government exhausts its borrowing capacity in the coming months. (Paul has said he favors raising the debt limit in smaller increments so that he and other Republicans can use it as a pressure point to cut spending.)
Paul is also a critic of Trump's tariffs. He was one of four Republicans -- along with Sens. Susan Collins (Maine), Lisa Murkowski (Alaska) and Mitch McConnell (Kentucky) -- who voted with Democrats last month to undo the national emergency that allowed Trump to impose tariffs on Canada.
"His ideas are actually crazy (losers!)," Trump wrote of Paul on his social media platform, Truth Social, earlier this month. "The people of Kentucky can't stand him."
"He loves voting 'NO' on everything, he thinks it's good politics, but it's not," Trump added, calling the legislation a "big WINNER!"
Paul said Wednesday evening that he had been planning to attend the picnic with his son and daughter-in-law, along with his 6-month-old grandson -- who he said was going to be wearing a "Make America Great Again" hat to the event.
"It's just really kind of sad that this is where we are, and that they think that this is somehow in their prerogative," Paul said of being informed that he was not invited. "I mean, literally every Democrat is invited; every Republican is invited. And to say that my family is no longer welcome -- it's kind of sad, actually."
It was not immediately clear Thursday whether Paul would accept Trump's invitation.
Trump in 2018 postponed the event amid pushback over his administration's "zero tolerance" immigration crackdown, which at the time involved separating families who had crossed the U.S.-Mexico border.
This year, it's not clear whether all House and Senate Democrats plan to attend, given tensions  raised by Trump's decision to send in the military to help quell protests of Immigration and Customs Enforcement raids in Los Angeles, over objections from California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D).
Other circumstances could prevent lawmakers from attending, some said. The House Appropriations Committee is expected to meet late into the evening Thursday, for example, which could keep those members from the festivities.
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Trump targets California with bill blocking ban on gas cars
The move sets up another battle with California Gov. Gavin Newsom, who has sparred with Trump in recent days over the president's intervention in L.A. protests.
By Matt Viser | 2025-06-12

Freeway traffic in Los Angeles. (iStock)


President Donald Trump is poised to sign a measure Thursday blocking California from enforcing a ban on sales of new gasoline-powered cars in the state, a move that continues to put the president at odds with California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D).
The regulations in California, a state that others often follow because of its massive car market, were part of a sweeping effort to combat climate change aimed at promoting the use of electric vehicles and curbing gas emissions. The gas-powered car ban has been set to take effect by 2035.
Lawmakers in the Republican-led House and Senate approved a resolution last month targeting those efforts in a broader crackdown on blue-state climate policies -- setting up a potential legal fight over the limits of congressional power.
A White House official confirmed that Trump plans to endorse the measure in what will be the second signing ceremony of his term. His most expansive actions have so far occurred through his executive powers, not through measures approved by Congress.
The move sets up yet another political and legal battle with Newsom, who has sparred with Trump in recent days over the president's decision to deploy 4,000 National Guard troops and 700 Marines to the try to quell protests in Los Angeles over Trump's immigration crackdown.
"If it's a day ending in Y, it's another day of Trump's war on California," Newsom spokesperson Daniel Villasenor said in an email to the Associated Press, which first reported that Trump was signing the measures. "We're fighting back."
House lawmakers voted 246-164 to pass a resolution targeting the rule, and it passed the Senate 51-44.
In an earlier statement, the White House suggested Trump would sign the measure into law, saying Americans "should be allowed to choose what kind of car or truck they want to drive."
Trump on Thursday is also planning to approve measures that overturn state policies curbing tailpipe emissions in certain vehicles and smog-forming nitrogen oxide pollution from trucks.
In approving the measures, lawmakers overlooked legal opinions from the Senate parliamentarian and the Government Accountability Office, which had concluded that Congress lacks the legal authority to prevent states from enforcing such climate rules.
That could set up yet another legal battle between Trump's agencies and Newsom's state.
Under the Clean Air Act, California can receive a waiver from the Environmental Protection Agency to set tougher vehicle emissions standards than those of the federal government. California regulators approved a rule in 2022 that would phase out sales of new gas cars by 2035, and in December under President Joe Biden, the EPA granted the state a waiver to enforce the regulation.
Eleven other states have pledged to adopt California's rule and end sales of gas cars within their own borders by 2035. Together, the states account for about 40 percent of the U.S. auto market.
Republicans argue that these states are preventing consumers in the rest of the country from choosing to drive gas cars.
"Congress, not California, is the only body that can regulate the interstate automotive market," Rep. John Joyce (R-Pennsylvania) said during a committee meeting last month ahead of the vote. "What works in Hollywood doesn't work in Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania."
Groups representing automakers and oil refiners had lobbied lawmakers to rescind the waiver, and on Thursday morning they applauded the president moving forward on the resolution.
"This is not the United States of California," said Chris Spear, the CEO of the American Trucking Associations. "With the stroke of his pen, President Trump is restoring the certainty that the trucking industry needs to deliver for our nation as we continue to reduce our environmental impact."
General Motors, the Detroit-based auto manufacturer, also supported the move.
"We have long advocated for one national standard that will allow us to stay competitive, continue to invest in U.S. innovation, and offer customer choice across the broadest lineup of gas-powered and electric vehicles," the company said in a statement.
Maxine Joselow contributed to this report.
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Ex-Phoenix chief Michael Sullivan named head of U.S. Capitol Police
 Congress turns to an outsider who has led agencies through Justice Dept. civil rights probes, as threats to lawmakers grow and police spending nears $1 billion
By Spencer Hsu | 2025-06-12

Michael G. Sullivan is set to be sworn in as U.S. Capitol Police chief on June 30. (Cheryl Evans/Republic/USA Today Network/Imagn Images)


A former top police executive in Phoenix, Baltimore and Louisville will become the first chief of the U.S. Capitol Police from outside the Washington area in decades, as the 2,300-officer police force confronts mounting threats to lawmakers four years after the 2021 Capitol riot.
Michael G. Sullivan, a 30-year law enforcement veteran, will be sworn in June 30 after serving as interim Phoenix police chief from 2022 until this April, according to congressional officials who announced his selection. He previously served three years each as deputy chief in Louisville and as deputy commissioner in Baltimore.
Sullivan, 55, was tapped to continue the transformation of the force after the Jan. 6, 2021, riot. The agency is charged with protecting 535 lawmakers and about 200 square blocks in and around the Capitol. Funding and hiring have surged: The department is on track to reach 2,530 sworn officers by September 2026, while ranks of the D.C. police have fallen to about 3,200 from 3,600. At the same time, politics in the capital -- and over policing and First Amendment protests -- have grown more divisive.
Supporters praised Sullivan's leadership through changes in the Phoenix and Baltimore departments under U.S. Justice Department civil rights investigations for alleged abuses against Black people, including police killings. He left Louisville, where he began as a police officer in 1995, months before the 2020 fatal police shooting of Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old medical worker, in a botched search warrant. He arrived in Baltimore as it reeled from the 2015 death of Freddie Gray, 25, after a ride in a police van.
"Here is someone who is experienced with police reform and consent decrees. He was hired in Baltimore and Phoenix to reform those departments. That is who he is," said Chuck Wexler, executive director of the Police Executive Research Forum, a Washington-based think tank that assisted in the hiring search.
Sullivan will bring first-hand knowledge of how to manage changes to use-of-force policies, training and officer accountability, and has ensured "that necessary reforms were made in a meaningful and sustainable manner," the Capitol Police Board said in a statement.
The board, whose three members are appointed by congressional leaders to oversee the department, added that "across three major U.S. cities, Michael Sullivan has focused on increasing transparency, improving departmental efficiency, and fostering strong relationships between officers, elected officials, and the community." A spokeswoman declined further comment.
Sullivan takes over at a sensitive time for police in and around Washington -- where both law enforcement and the people they protect are wary of the potential abuse of federal police authority. Last month, congressional Democrats introduced legislation to shift control of the U.S. Marshals Service from the Justice Department to the federal judiciary, as judges voice growing concern over President Donald Trump's verbal attacks on judges who rule against his policies.
Trump, meanwhile, has continued to test the limits of executive power, such as through his rare use this week of U.S. military force on domestic soil by deploying the National Guard and Marines over the opposition of California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) in response to immigration enforcement protests in Los Angeles.
Trump also has sought to rewrite the history of Jan. 6, in which some of his supporters breached the building and assaulted about 140 officers, forcing the evacuation of lawmakers as they met to certify the results of the 2020 presidential election.
Sullivan's predecessor as Capitol Police chief, the recently retired J. Thomas Manger, criticized Trump's blanket pardons of nearly all of roughly 1,600 defendants, including hundreds charged with assaulting police.
Speaking in January before Trump took office, Manger -- who was hired to rebuild the department after the devastating security failures of that day and who previously led the Fairfax and Montgomery County police departments in suburban Washington -- said such pardons would send a message that the safety of officers does not matter and could risk politicizing the law enforcement of violent protests.
Sullivan declined through a representative to comment for this article, and a union spokesman did not immediately respond Wednesday to a request for comment. 
Manger said, "Chief Sullivan has extensive experience and a great reputation. He is joining a superior Capitol Police leadership team and I wish him all the best."
Still, events continue to cast a shadow over the Capitol and its police force.
"January 6th is in the rearview mirror of every police executive who comes to the Capitol," Wexler said.
In its statement, the Capitol Police Board said that it "is confident in Chief Sullivan's experience, leadership, and approach in protecting the Congress as an institution to ensure the legislative process is unimpeded."
The department proposed a $1 billion budget next year and is on track to roughly double the 1,300 officers it fielded during the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, when hijacked airliners struck the World Trade Center towers in New York City and the Pentagon but failed to reach a fourth target in D.C., potentially the Capitol.
Threats against members of Congress and their families have more than doubled over a decade, including a 2022 hammer attack against the husband of then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-California) and a 2017 shooting at a congressional baseball practice that wounded House Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-Louisiana) and three others.
Threats reached a "staggering" 9,400 last year and are likely to increase "given the current political climate," Manger told lawmakers last month. Requests for additional protected events, details, security escorts, monitoring at airports, counter-electronic surveillance sweeps and home and office assessments have also climbed, as have resources for intelligence and counter-riot units.

In January, recently retired Capitol police chief J. Thomas Manger criticized President Donald Trump's blanket pardons of nearly all of roughly 1,600 Jan. 6 defendants, including hundreds charged with assaulting police. (Lenin Nolly/For The Washington Post)


Choosing a Washington outsider as chief is a change for Congress. Since the Capitol Police chief position was established in 1979 -- before then a senior D.C. police official held the role -- the Capitol Police Board has hired veterans of the D.C. and Supreme Court police, Secret Service and other nearby local law enforcement agencies.
Close familiarity with the region's slew of agencies helps with planned security events such as inaugurations and unplanned emergencies. On Jan. 6, then-Capitol Police Chief Steven A. Sund called a former colleague and assistant chief at D.C. police to rush riot police to the scene, which helped delay the breach.
This month, however, the union representing Capitol Police officers opposed the naming of acting chief Sean P. Gallagher, a Sund and Manger deputy, saying he lost the trust of rank-and-file members for failing to prepare officers for that day.
Former Baltimore police commissioner Michael S. Harrison, who recruited Sullivan to his team in 2019, said he would bring a fresh and broadened perspective to the role, and an apolitical approach. While the Trump administration recently said it would drop police accountability agreements in cities including Louisville and close investigations of civil rights violations in cities including Phoenix, a consent decree remains in effect in Baltimore, where the Justice Department has reported that injuries in police transports have dropped and officer use of mental health and wellness resources is up.
"Any stakeholder ... with the Capitol Police can expect him to lead with integrity -- to do the right thing because it's the right thing to do -- and not to lead based on any political agenda," Harrison said.
"He has been everywhere from the center of the country [Louisville], to the east coast, to the west coast now in executive roles. He has seen a little bit of everything, and has had to deal with everything from different perspectives," Harrison said. "I think he is well-rounded and brings a lot to the table."
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Military parade, big protests will fuel clashing visions of America
The conflict in Los Angeles now forms the backdrop for Saturday's military parade on Trump's birthday and a nationwide "No Kings" protest.
By Naftali Bendavid | 2025-06-12

Military vehicles park at a staging area in Washington, D.C., on June 11, days before a parade celebrating the U.S. Army's 250th birthday.


In Washington, tanks will roll down the streets, planes will streak overhead and bands will pump out military tunes as soldiers parade before a president who embraces a gilded, muscular form of patriotism -- and whose birthday it is.
Across the country, demonstrators will flood hundreds of cities and towns, making speeches and holding "No Kings" signs to denounce what they see as President Donald Trump's authoritarian tactics and disregard for the Constitution.
This Saturday will see one of the starkest displays of America's divisions since Trump took office, as contrasting visions of America unfold in vivid colors on the country's streets. The confrontation now playing out in Los Angeles is certain to fuel both sides, as some Americans cheer Trump's strong hand in quashing purported chaos and others decry what they see as his growing embrace of authoritarian tactics.
Trump's critics are especially inflamed by the notion that the president would host a military parade on his birthday, which they say carries an unmistakable whiff of authoritarianism.
"Americans, in particular veterans, see this as a vanity endeavor for Donald Trump," said Rep. Jason Crow (D-Colorado), a former Army ranger who served in Iraq and Afghanistan. "You have massive cuts to [veterans'] health care, troops away from their families for years over the last decade fighting wars on terror, barracks falling apart in many posts -- and we will spend over $50 million to roll tanks through the streets of D.C.? It doesn't add up."
Trump has long made clear his desire for a dramatic military parade to showcase America's military might, a display that has traditionally been more common in other countries. June 14 is Flag Day as well as the 250th anniversary of the U.S. Army's founding, and the White House says the fact that it is also Trump's 79th birthday is a coincidence.

Visitors watch as President Donald Trump departs the White House on Marine One on June 6. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Sean Spicer, an officer in the Navy reserve who served as White House spokesman in Trump's first term, noted that the president seized on the idea of a military parade years ago, after seeing one as part of France's observation of Bastille Day. The juxtaposition with Trump's birthday is plainly happenstance, he said.
"This idea of 'kings' and his birthday -- that is manufactured. He has not brought this up," Spicer said. "The only people mentioning his birthday are people in the media and the left. It's sad when the president of the United States, the commander in chief, is trying to recognize the sacrifice of so many, and haters want to tear it down."
As the confrontation in Los Angeles drags on, shaping up as a pivotal moment in Trump's second presidency, it is becoming increasingly conflated with Saturday's events. Trump sent the National Guard and Marines to Los Angeles to confront protests against his immigration policies, and on Tuesday he suggested a similar dynamic could play out on Saturday.
"For those people that want to protest, they're going to be met with very big force," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office, making no distinction between violent and peaceful demonstrators. "And I haven't even heard about a protest, but you know, this is people that hate our country. But they will be met with very heavy force."
In an address denouncing Trump's intervention in his state, California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) cited the parade as part of the president's lurch toward authoritarianism. "We all know that this Saturday he's ordering our American heroes, the United States military, and forcing them to put on a vulgar display to celebrate his birthday, just as other failed dictators have done in the past," Newsom said Tuesday.

National Guard troops and law enforcement officers stand guard outside the Metropolitan Detention Center in Los Angeles on June 10. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Mike Madrid, a longtime Republican consultant who is critical of Trump, said the president's goal is the same in the L.A. confrontation and the D.C. parade: to warn opponents he is willing to use the military in unorthodox ways. "The reason he is doing the military parade is not for flexing, it is to show he is willing to break norms with the military," Madrid said, adding that the clash in California "fits into that narrative."
Organizers say their plans for a Saturday No Kings protest in Los Angeles are moving forward and that the recent immigration-focused protests only confirm the need for it. They add that they are stressing nonviolence in all their planning.
But the parade was a volatile subject long before the Los Angeles protests, with Trump's adversaries seizing on it as the epitome of his crude self-regard. Still, not everyone who supports the parade is an unequivocal Trump fan.
Ty Seidule, a military historian at Hamilton College who retired as a brigadier general after 36 years in the Army, said he initially had mixed feelings about the parade but came to view it as a rare chance to highlight the U.S. Army, a storied and underappreciated organization.
"Is it the same day as his birthday? Yes, but it is also the Army's birthday," Seidule said. "The Army band is not playing 'Happy Birthday.' There isn't going to be a Marilyn Monroe moment, I hope. I think there are plenty of other things to criticize the president for, but to me, if you focus on that, you are taking away the opportunity to celebrate something we don't often do in this country."
Saturday's display could be a moment to highlight facts that Trump downplays, Seidule suggested, including the Army's historic reliance on immigrants and minorities. The Army's story is not all positive, he added; it helped end slavery and liberate the Nazi death camps, acts of undeniable heroism, but fell woefully short when it came to civil rights.
"It's an opportunity to tell Americans that we reflect the society, for better and worse," he said.

Protesters outside the Metropolitan Detention Center on June 9 in Los Angeles. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Trump's habit of seizing on traditional patriotic symbols, such as the American flag, Mount Rushmore and the Declaration of Independence, while using forceful tactics that his opponents see as un-American, has prompted a renewed discussion of the meaning of patriotism since he returned to office in January.
Trump's adversaries say he routinely seeks to whitewash U.S. history, ignoring episodes of injustice and racial division in favor of a mythical unblemished past. The president and his supporters respond that he is pushing back against progressives' bitter obsession with magnifying the country's flaws and downplaying its greatness.
The clash will get a full airing on July 4, 2026, when the country celebrates its 250th anniversary with enormous pomp. Trump is signaling his intent to use that occasion to promote his vision of patriotism, including the creation of a "Garden of American Heroes," a sculpture garden that the White House says "will memorialize our American heroes for generations to come." Which heroes to include is likely to be the subject of fierce argument.
Saturday's parade and protest are the immediate flash points.
At a recent hearing of the House Armed Services Committee, Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-California) suggested the parade's $45 million to $50 million price tag makes little sense at a time of cuts in military programs. "If Congress wrote the Army a $45 million blank check, do you think the Army could find a better way to spend that money than a parade?" Carbajal asked.
Army Secretary Daniel P. Driscoll responded that the 250th birthday celebration will spur a "recruiting boom that will fill up our pipeline for the coming years," so the money will be well-spent. Rep. Derrick Van Orden (R-Wisconsin) added that "you cannot put a price tag on patriotism. You cannot. And celebrating arguably -- not even arguably -- the best army that has ever existed in the history of the planet deserves attention."
At the celebration in Washington, 150 vehicles, dozens of helicopters, various planes and 6,700 soldiers are expected to take part, the Army has said. The Army's parachute team, the Golden Knights, will drop into the event, delivering an American flag to Trump, who will be watching the proceedings from a reviewing stand. The president will also enlist and reenlist 250 civilians and soldiers, and beyond the parade itself, the day will include a fireworks display, military demonstrations and country music performances.
At the same time, activist groups such as Indivisible, 50501, the American Federation of Teachers and Black Voters Matter are planning to turn out thousands of protesters for the "'No Kings' nationwide day of defiance" that they say will include marches and rallies in about 2,000 locations. In some places, activists will spell out "No Kings" on a beach or use cards to spell it out on a field.
"Trump is trying to claim that he owns this country, that he is the ruler of this country," said Ezra Levin, co-founder of Indivisible. "By holding a military parade, it's his attempt to equate the American government with himself. ... In these protests, we'll see a lot of patriotism, a lot of flags, a lot of veterans on stages talking about their service. We are not ceding the ground of patriotism."
Last Friday, thousands of veterans rallied against Trump's proposed cuts to the Department of Veterans Affairs and his overhaul of the federal workforce, at a Unite for Veterans protest on the National Mall.

Attendees listen during the Unite for Veterans rally at the National Mall on June 6. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Crow agreed that many veterans will take part in Saturday's protests, adding that the troops taking part in the parade are probably not happy about it, given how unpopular parade duty is in the military.
"On my three combat tours, we were focused on fighting, being physically fit and getting better at the mission, and if we had any time we wanted to be with our families," the congressman said. "I guarantee you those 6,000 troops preparing to engage in this parade would rather be doing something else."
Trump this week framed the event partly as a response to the fact that unlike other nations, the United States had not been planning a commemoration of victory in World War II, even though "we're the ones that won the war."
He was equally blunt on NBC's "Meet the Press" last month. "We have the greatest missiles in the world," Trump said. "We have the greatest submarines in the world. We have the greatest army tanks in the world. We have the greatest weapons in the world. And we're going to celebrate it."
Seidule said that it is appropriate to celebrate the accomplishments of the U.S. Army -- but also appropriate for Americans to protest if they wish.
"With our 340 million people, we will see it in all ways, and I welcome that. That is the American way," he said. "We should have this event, and there should be people protesting. What more American event could you have than to have people protesting as well?"
Olivia George contributed to this report.
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Big Tech stumbles into a big brawl over C-SPAN's streaming future
A bipartisan Senate coalition is asking YouTube TV and Hulu to add Congress's favorite station to their lineups.
By Paul Kane | 2025-06-12

Brian Lamb, founder of C-SPAN, in their studios in D.C. in 2011. (Tracy A. Woodward/The Washington Post)


Sen. Todd Young doesn't like to acknowledge how many years have passed since he started watching C-SPAN at odd hours.
"Longer than I'd like to admit among people who, like, talk about regular things like sports and families," the Indiana Republican said.
Sen. Amy Klobuchar believes Americans have come to trust the nonprofit station's unfiltered airings of events in Washington, something particularly needed as Congress debates its massive tax and border bill.
"The public has every right to see the debates that go on in this place, whether it is the votes on the floor and the debates on this bill or whether it is committee hearings," the Minnesota Democrat said.
It's that bipartisan support for the network, now more than 45 years old, that has created a surprising rallying cry on Capitol Hill against several of the most powerful tech and media companies.
Young and Klobuchar joined a resolution, led by Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), calling on Alphabet, Disney and other owners of streaming TV companies to include C-SPAN in their subscription services.
These senators are worried about the small cable network's financial footing in this fast-changing environment, where much coverage of Capitol Hill comes through the politically skewed lens of cable news or other social media platforms.
As chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee, Grassley holds a wide swath of jurisdiction over the parent companies of these streaming networks, most prominently Alphabet (which owns YouTube) and Disney (Hulu + Live TV).
Grassley's bipartisan group is trying to win unanimous approval of a nonbinding resolution warning what could happen if these streaming networks don't change their tune.
"As time goes on, year after year, less people are going to be able to follow Congress," Grassley said.
This dispute has even caught the eye of an important regulator, the Federal Communications Commission. Under its new chair, Brendan Carr, appointed by President Donald Trump, the commission has taken an aggressive approach to challenging tech and media institutions.
An FCC official declined formal comment on the C-SPAN blackout among streamers but offered this background comment: "We're aware of the issue, and we're looking into it."
Over the last decade the number of households using pay-for-TV services has fallen, from 100 million to about 70 million, according to industry estimates.
But of those 70 million homes, roughly 20 million have opted for streaming services rather than traditional cable providers such as Comcast and Charter Communications.
And that's causing a financial crisis for C-SPAN.
Many viewers probably mistake the C in its acronym for Congress. It's for cable -- the Cable-Satellite Public Affairs Network.
Back in 1979, the emerging cable TV industry agreed that its providers would shoulder the cost of carrying the brand-new network. First came coverage of the House and then, 39 years ago last week, the Senate.
Its camera crews go on the campaign trail for big races and to the White House and other agencies. Trump has been known to tell Cabinet chiefs that late at night he will catch reruns of their appearances on C-SPAN.
For revenue, C-SPAN receives a small sum of money for each cable subscriber, currently set at little more than seven cents per household.
The drop-off from 100 million to 70 million subscriber households would be difficult but manageable. Shaving off another 20 million households, because YouTube TV and its streaming cohorts won't carry it, has left C-SPAN reeling.
Overall revenue has dropped from almost $64 million in 2019, to $45.4 million in 2023, according to tax records.
Officially, YouTube TV says talks are ongoing.
"We are continuing to work with C-SPAN to find an approach that could support further access to their civic content. We are proud that a large amount of C-SPAN's content is available to viewers on the YouTube main platform, where it is accessible to everyone free and generates advertising revenue for C-SPAN," the streaming network said in a statement.
Other streamers -- including Disney, which owns Hulu + Live TV and is merging it with Fubo TV -- have let YouTube take the lead in defending the blockade against C-SPAN. Fubo officials have only suggested being "open to discussing" adding the political network. Disney did not respond when asked for comment.
C-SPAN supporters believe that YouTube TV is the gold standard of streamers and, if it added C-SPAN, the others would follow suit. But streaming-industry allies have suggested that C-SPAN needs to change its model and start running ads so their industry can recoup what would otherwise be lost revenue by adding the nonprofit to their services.
That suggestion does not sit well with the Senate.
"And become a for-profit entity? Now, listen, I feel like there are some things that cannot and should not be privatized in our country and that space needs to be made for those institutions," Young said, praising the "communitarian spirit" of C-SPAN.
That main YouTube platform, where video podcasters such as Megyn Kelly and Meidas Touch bring in heavy ad revenue, does provide a home for some C-SPAN content. Their podcasts and major events, like a State of the Union address, are posted there.
But Brian Lamb, who founded C-SPAN, very much wanted to cover Congress and the administration in a neutral environment. That meant no ads for pharmaceutical companies, labor unions, banks or any other special interests, unlike other news organizations and political newsletters focused on Congress.
Its morning show, "Washington Journal," still has a call-in line where viewers identify as Democrats, independents and Republicans to ask relevant and sometimes off-the-wall questions to guests who include government officials and important journalists.
What's perplexing to the congressional supporters of C-SPAN is why such major corporations have put up a fight over something that is barely a rounding error to their financial books.
In the 12-month period ending Sept. 30, Alphabet reported that all of YouTube's platforms brought in $50 billion in ad revenue. In the first quarter of 2025, Alphabet spent almost $4 million employing more than 20 lobbying firms in Washington working on policy issues related to Google, YouTube and other entities under that corporate umbrella.
If YouTube TV and the other streamers gave their 20 million subscribers access to C-SPAN, it would cost these corporations about $15 million a year -- less than the combined $20 million that Alphabet and Disney spent last year on federal lobbying.
"The fact that Google-based YouTube and Disney-based Hulu are not including C-SPAN in their packets, when more and more people are seeing the news in that way, is a travesty," Klobuchar said. "I don't think it's going to create a financial crunch for them to have C-SPAN on their platforms."
A YouTube TV subscription offers more than 100 channels, quite similar to traditional cable, and many of them are not exactly getting high viewership.
But with Google's incredibly synthesized data on so many millions of Americans, ads on YouTube and YouTube TV can be fashioned for even the smallest number of viewers to create a financial return.
But lawmakers do not want to see their congressional hearings and debates turned into another opportunity for Big Tech to rake in more ad dollars.
Young said he thinks these corporate titans have taken "bad advice" in pushing around a beloved news institution.
"Maybe they're operating under the misimpression that unchecked selfishness in pursuit of market gain will be in the long-term interest of their owners," he said. "And that would be operating from a misimpression, because our policymakers will not take kindly to unchecked selfishness."
Grassley, the longest-serving senator, was actually on the floor for C-SPAN's Senate debut in 1986 and takes his love of the network seriously.
He organized speeches last week touting C-SPAN, noting that it does not take "one penny" of taxpayer dollars and issuing a warning to the streaming industry.
"In this era of civil discord and polarization, C-SPAN serves the public interest, not a partisan agenda," Grassley said.
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Trump brings red-carpet vibe, and boos, to Kennedy Center's 'Les Mis' 
The president's attendance was meant as a fundraiser for the cash-strapped arts center, which has seen a decline in ticket sales since he took control. 
By Matt Viser, Travis Andrews | 2025-06-12
President Donald Trump ousted the leadership of the Kennedy Center and installed his own loyalists. He has said he wants to remake its show offerings and renovate its building.
And on Wednesday night, he came to hear the people sing.
Trump took his seat in the presidential box to watch one of his favorite musicals, in the venue that he has long avoided but is now trying to embrace after taking control.
His attendance was meant as a fundraiser to help the financially strapped arts center, which has seen a dramatic drop in ticket sales since the president got more involved. But his appearance in the president's box of the Kennedy Center Opera House for opening night of one of his favorites, the award-winning "Les Miserables," also marked his takeover of a Washington institution.
It had the feel of a Hollywood movie premiere.
Ahead of showtime, the Kennedy Center was a festival of Trump officials. Attorney General Pam Bondi strolled down the hall in a bright red pantsuit, talking into her cellphone. A tuxedoed Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr. walked arm in arm with his wife, actress Cheryl Hines. Far-right activist Laura Loomer ambled into a VIP area.
Do you hear the people sing? Singing a song of angry men?
"Les Miserables," based on the 1862 novel by Victor Hugo, is the first Broadway musical tour to arrive on the premises since Trump took over the Kennedy Center.
"I love the songs, I love the play," Trump told Fox News last week. "I think it's great."
The story follows a convict on parole seeking redemption, and it is based on a youth-led revolt against the French monarchy and related injustices in the 19th century.
Trump sees himself as a champion of the populist masses. He played the "Do you hear the people sing?" anthem during his 2016 campaign, after Hillary Clinton referred to his supporters as "deplorables."

WASHINGTON DC - JUNE 11: President Donald J Trump, with his wife First Lady Melania Trump, at The Kennedy Center, on June 11, 2025 before the opening night performance of Les Miserables later in the evening. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)



WASHINGTON DC - JUNE 11: Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Secretary of Health and Human Services, and his wife Cheryl Hines, at The Kennedy Center, on June 11, 2025 before the opening night performance of Les Miserables later in the evening. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)



WASHINGTON DC - JUNE 11: At The Kennedy Center, on June 11, 2025 before the opening night performance of Les Miserables later in the evening. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


Others see him as emblematic of the monarchy that the masses of "Les Mis" assemble against. This weekend, anti-Trump groups are staging rallies around the country they have labeled "No Kings" protests. And his appearance at the theater came just days after he called up the Marines and National Guard to help quash protests in Los Angeles over immigration raids.
The man whose order has led to the tearing down of barricades in Los Angeles watched on as the heroes of the musical sang, "Now we pledge ourselves to hold this barricade."
Asked before the show whether he identified more with Jean Valjean, the humble protagonist and former convict trying to redeem himself, or Javert, the inspector who uses strict enforcement of the law to pursue Valjean, Trump responded, "Oh, that's a tough one ... I don't know."
Will you join in our crusade? Who will be strong and stand with me?
In some ways, the Trump takeover of the cultural institution felt complete. Conservative Political Action Conference President Matt Schlapp was in the audience, and Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) took a seat in the back. Kellyanne Conway was up near the president, and Vice President JD Vance was as well.
But for many in the crowd, Trump was not a draw -- and became an unwanted distraction.
"We're just hoping to see the theater -- and no theatrics," said one man who purchased seats in November.
"Hell no," a woman said when asked if she was there because of Trump.
Matt Byrne bought tickets months ago, wanting to introduce his two children to the musical on a free night with their busy schedule.
"Then, it turned into a debacle," he said. "I'm just hoping we get to see a real performance."

As President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump took their seats at the Kennedy Center on June 11, a mix of cheers and boos erupted from the crowd.


Trump initiated his takeover of the storied arts institution in February, when he fired all board of trustees members appointed by Joe Biden and its chairman David Rubenstein, who was appointed by George W. Bush. The board, entirely made of Trump appointees, then voted to appoint Trump as the new chairman and to fire longtime Kennedy Center president Deborah Rutter.
On Truth Social, Trump suggested he would usher in a "Golden Age in Arts and Culture." From his post, it seemed his biggest criticism with the center was its hosting of a smattering of shows that included drag performances, which he wrote were "targeting our youth."
A group of five drag performers planning to protest Trump's appearance Wednesday gathered at the nearby Tazza cafe before making their entry in unison around 7 p.m.
"I can't wait to see all these understudies," joked Tara Hoot, a reference to the possibility that stars of the performance would boycott Trump's attendance.
The staff beamed as the drag performers entered, many quietly cheering them on as they were ushered through the Secret Service security gantlet. Their bright pink and red dresses stood out in the sea of more conservative black and silver garb. Their path to the theater was slowed by patrons stopping them to take photos and compliment their evening wear, and the theater burst into applause as they took their seats, some apologizing to those sitting behind them for their large hairdos.
As the president and first lady Melania Trump took their seats, some boos erupted in the crowd before cheers and chants of "U.S.A.!" sought to compete. During intermission, the first couple waved to the crowd below, and someone in the balcony screamed, "We love you, President Trump!"
At intermission, crowds above and below Trump gathered to take photos of him and, when someone yelled out an expletive about him before the second act began, attempted to drown it out with cheers.
The new leadership Trump installed -- including its current president, Trump confidant Richard Grenell -- have suggested, without providing proof, despite multiple requests from The Washington Post, that the center was in dire financial straits. Previous leadership has rebutted this claim. The takeover, meanwhile, has prompted a mass exodus of both talent and patrons.
Musician Ben Folds and opera singer Renee Fleming stepped down as artistic advisers with the center, as did the treasurer of its board of trustees, TV producer Shonda Rhimes. Artists including Issa Rae, Rhiannon Giddens and the production of "Hamilton" began canceling shows. Others, such as the rock band Guster, protested the center from its own stage.

WASHINGTON DC - JUNE 11: At The Kennedy Center, on June 11, 2025 before the opening night performance of Les Miserables later in the evening. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


Ticket sales also plummeted. Sales of subscriptions for the coming season were down by about $1.6 million, or roughly 36 percent, as of early June, according to internal documents reviewed by The Post.
Wednesday represented Trump's first major fundraising event for the center. Some were offered the chance to pay $2 million to sit in a performance box, attend a VIP reception and take a photo with Trump.
"We want to bring it back better than ever," Trump said. "As you know, it needs a little help from the standpoint of age and fitness, but it's going to be fantastic."
Still, the challenges remain: The fundraiser prompted a large portion of the show's principal cast to announce a boycott of the evening. Asked about it, Trump noted that the evening had brought in $10 million for the center.
"I couldn't care less," he said. "All I do is run the country well."
When the beating of your heart Echoes the beating of the drums
Trump has long had an affinity for musicals. His rally playlists have often included songs from "Phantom of the Opera" and "Cats."
His favorite Broadway show is "Evita," a musical about an entertainer turned political leader.
"I saw it six times, mostly with Ivana," he wrote in a 2004 book. "Evita is not on Broadway right now, but I'm hopeful that they'll bring it back. Also, The Phantom of the Opera was great!"
Trump said his parents were told he was a musical genius when he was a child, as he reflected on the role that music has played in his life from childhood flute lessons to his raucous campaign rallies.
When he was 11 or 12, Trump said he underwent multiple days of aptitude testing, which involved remembering what note had been played on a piano. The testers told Trump's father that he was "brilliant at music" and would be "an incredible musician," Trump said.
"This is not what my father wanted to hear," Trump said during an interview on the "Pod Force One" podcast." "But I do have an ear for music. ... I think music has played a big role. I play great music. People like the music I play."
Music, Trump said, "gives you energy."
As a child, Trump said he took flute lessons, but he didn't think he could still play. He said he likes a variety of music, including country and Elton John.
He said on Wednesday's show that he plays music as much as he can in the White House residence. He also curates the playlists at his rallies and at his Mar-a-Lago club in Palm Beach, Florida.
"You know what gets them rocking? YMCA," he said on the "Full Send Podcast" in March 2022. "YMCA, the gay national anthem. Did you ever hear that? They call it the gay national anthem. But YMCA gets people up, and it gets them moving. But we have a lot of good selections, and people love it when I do it."
Cat Zakrzewski contributed to this report.
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David Hogg to depart as DNC vice chair after months of turmoil 
The move follows repeated bouts of infighting centering on the Gen Z activist's pledge to involve himself in party primaries and support challenges to some incumbents.
By Patrick Svitek, Dylan Wells | 2025-06-12

David Hogg, speaking to reporter Colby Itkowitz in The Washington Post's studio. (Reena Flores/The Washington Post)


David Hogg will step down from his role as Democratic National Committee vice chair, capping months of party infighting and turmoil centering on the Gen Z activist's pledge to involve himself in primaries and back challengers against some incumbents.
Hogg said Wednesday that he will not to run to retain his position, following the conclusion of a DNC-wide vote that could have led to his ouster. Last month, a DNC panel found that Hogg and Vice Chair Malcolm Kenyatta were not properly elected earlier this year because their election ran afoul of gender-diversity rules. The ruling added to Hogg's problems inside the party and created a mechanism by which his critics could push him out.
"It is clear that there is a fundamental disagreement about the role of a Vice Chair -- and it's okay to have disagreements. What isn't okay is allowing this to remain our focus when there is so much more we need to be focused on," Hogg said in a statement Wednesday night. "I have decided to not run in this upcoming election so the party can focus on what really matters."
In a 294-99 vote that concluded Wednesday, DNC members agreed to move forward with redoing the contest that elected Hogg and  Kenyatta as vice chairs. The DNC will now vote from Thursday through Saturday -- and then Sunday through Tuesday -- to fill the two slots.
"While I continue to believe he is a powerful voice for this party, I respect his decision to step back from his post as Vice Chair,"  DNC Chair Ken Martin said of Hogg in a statement.
Hogg, a 25-year-old gun-control activist, was elected to DNC leadership in February, making him the first Gen Z vice chair. Some Democrats celebrated his election as a sign the party was serious about making new inroads with young voters following their rightward shift in the 2024 election.
But he angered many at the DNC, including Martin, with his announcement in April that his group Leaders We Deserve was launching a $20 million effort to primary "out-of-touch, ineffective" House Democrats in safe blue seats. Some DNC members were uneasy with Hogg holding leadership positions in both organizations, concerned that it gave the appearance that the DNC was interfering in primaries. Martin had stressed his belief that party officers should remain neutral in primaries, and DNC leaders rejected a proposal by Hogg to create an "internal firewall."
That led to bitter recriminations that spilled into public view and became an embarrassing distraction for a party trying to chart a new course after a disappointing election. The infighting escalated, with Martin's allies accusing Hogg of leaking private conversations and Hogg's fellow vice chair accusing him of lying.
As he announced his departure, Hogg offered his party a stern warning.
"This crisis of competence and complacency has already cost us an election and millions of Americans their rights," Hogg said in his statement Wednesday. He argued that "it's clear this culture of staying in power until you die or simply fail to do a good job but don't need to worry about a challenge because you are in a safe seat has become an existential threat to the future of this party and nation that must be addressed."
Tensions within the DNC came to a head Sunday, when Politico reported on leaked audio in which Martin, the newly installed chair, had recently questioned whether he wanted to continue in his role and blamed Hogg for destroying his ability to lead the party. Five of the nine participants on the call at the time of Martin's remarks blamed Hogg or his associates for leaking the audio. They did not provide any evidence, and Hogg, who participated in the conversation, denied leaking the audio. On social media, he posted a screenshot showing he did not appear to respond to texts from the reporter who broke the story when contacted for comment.
"I don't know if I want to do this anymore," Martin said on the call. He told Hogg, "You essentially destroyed any chance I have to show the leadership that I need to."
The DNC Credentials Committee recommended the new elections last month, responding to a procedural dispute centering on gender-diversity rules that predated Hogg's plan to support primary challenges through his political group.
Hogg had opposed redoing the election, which the Credentials Committee endorsed in response to a complaint from Kalyn Free, an Oklahoma activist who unsuccessfully sought one of the vice chair slots in the Feb. 1 election. She argued the DNC broke its rules on gender diversity in party officer elections, invalidating the election that handed Hogg and Kenyatta their roles.
When the committee approved Free's objection, Hogg said that the DNC "has pledged to remove me, and this vote has provided an avenue to fast-track that effort."
With Hogg no longer running, Kenyatta is set to be the only candidate in the first new election for vice chair. The second new election for vice chair will include Free and two other candidates from the February race.
"I respect the vote of the DNC, and now we can almost bring this chapter to a close," Kenyatta said in a statement after the DNC announced the result of the vote. "I look forward to making my case to DNC members and our party as a whole on how we make life better and refocusing on Trump's attacks on our Constitution and working families."
Leaders We Deserve, Hogg's group, sparked a political firestorm in April when it announced its primary plans. The party was already in the middle of a spirited debate over how much it needs to embrace generational change after its disappointing losses in the 2024 election.
"If we don't show our country how we are dramatically changing and provide an alternative vision for the future as a party, we will continue to lose. Not because we don't have money, but because we don't have a compelling vision for the future and we lack the courage we used to have to take on massive policy fights," Hogg said in his statement Wednesday night.
Leaders We Deserve has not endorsed any primary challengers against incumbents so far. But even as Martin has warned party officers against getting involved in primary races in any way, the group has backed two candidates in primaries for open House seats, including one where Democrats are vying to replace Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Virginia), who recently died in office.
Hogg said that DNC members were aware of his role at Leaders We Deserve when he was elected and that he believes his group has the same goal as the committee: to strengthen the Democratic Party.
Many DNC members, however, said they felt blindsided. Clay Middleton, a national committeeman from South Carolina, said he voted for Hogg this year but now regrets it and wishes Hogg had called him and other supporters to discuss his outside group's plans before making them public. Middleton said he reached out to Hogg afterward and never heard from him.
"After it happened, you should have at least had the DNC send an email out to DNC members ... to say what you did and why," Middleton said.
Hannah Knowles contributed to this report.
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Josh Shapiro says he's 'prepared' if Trump sends military to Pennsylvania 
Gov. Josh Shapiro's comments came during an interview following Trump administration threats to expand National Guard call-ups to other states.
By Colby Itkowitz | 2025-06-12

Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) sits for an interview with Washington Post reporter Colby Itkowitz at the state Capitol in Harrisburg on Wednesday. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


HARRISBURG, Pa. -- Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, widely considered a possible Democratic contender for the presidency, vowed Wednesday to protect the right of protesters if President Donald Trump sends troops into Philadelphia as he has with the National Guard and Marines in Los Angeles, and to work with local law enforcement to keep the city safe.
Trump has not made such a threat about Pennsylvania, but Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth suggested in Senate testimony Wednesday that the administration might federalize the National Guard in additional states, even if their elected officials object. The rhetoric and actions in Los Angeles are prompting governors in Democratic states to speak out.
Shapiro, who sat for a wide-ranging interview with The Washington Post for a "Post Reports" podcast, said it is not the president's job to police American cities. He insisted that he would decide whether the National Guard is needed. The full interview will run later this week.

Penn. Gov. Josh Shapiro commented on National Guard deployment in an exclusive interview with The Washington Post on Jun. 11.


"There is no question in everything this president does, he tries to inject chaos," Shapiro said. "He's injected chaos into the world order, he's injected it into our economy, he is trying to inject chaos into our streets by doing what he did with the Guard in California. We will be prepared to make sure people can peacefully protest and that we do not have violence in our communities."
Trump deployed the California National Guard to Los Angeles over Gov. Gavin Newsom's objections last weekend after protests erupted because of immigration raids in and around the city. The president warned Tuesday that if protests break out in other cities, "they're going to be met with equal or greater force than we met right here."
Shapiro said he is confident that local law enforcement would be able to handle any protests. He pointed to one in Philadelphia on Tuesday night that resulted in 15 arrests after two police officers were injured and a police vehicle was vandalized. He condemned violence during such demonstrations.
"And should the Guard be needed," he added, "it would be deployed at my direction following a legal process, not the way it's been done in California, which I think has been really dangerous, the way the president has gone around set legal precedent."
Newsom has warned that "California may be first -- but it clearly won't end here" and declared that "democracy is under assault." His impassioned comments were notable for their forceful pushback of the president. Some Democrats have lamented that the resistance to Trump's second presidency has been anemic.
Asked why some Democratic leaders' response has appeared so muted, Shapiro said he'll challenge Trump when that is warranted.
"I won't be afraid to stand up to him. What I don't sort of have a lot of time for is the performative nonsense and the yelling and screaming that doesn't accomplish anything," he said. "I've got a job to do ... and if anybody, including the president of the United States, gets in my way, I'm going to run right through them to stand up for the good people of Pennsylvania."
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Trump White House opens door to historic military deployment on U.S. soil
The administration's message coincides with a new tenor of bellicose language coming from President Trump.
By Cat Zakrzewski, Natalie Allison, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez | 2025-06-12

National Guardsmen stand outside the Metropolitan Detention Center ahead of protests against immigration raids on Wednesday in Los Angeles. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


President Donald Trump is prepared to send National Guard troops into more U.S. cities if protests against immigration raids expand beyond Los Angeles, administration officials said Wednesday, potentially opening the door to the most extensive use of military force on American soil in modern history.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said in testimony to Congress that the Pentagon has the capability to surge National Guard troops to more cities "if there are other riots in places where law enforcement officers are threatened." White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt warned protesters beyond Los Angeles that more "lawlessness" will only increase Trump's resolve.
"Let this be an unequivocal message to left-wing radicals in other parts of the country who are thinking about copycatting the violence in an effort to stop this administration's mass deportation efforts," Leavitt said. "You will not succeed."
The White House's message coincides with a rise in bellicose language from Trump, who in recent days has threatened the use of force not only against immigration activists but also against any protesters who attempt to disrupt the military parade scheduled in Washington on Saturday to celebrate the Army's 250th anniversary.
The parade, which Trump has wanted for years and will feature tanks, helicopters and Army parachutists, is shaping up to be a symbolic culmination of a dramatic week in which the president not only prepared for a historic deployment of armed forces against domestic adversaries but openly embraced shows of military force. In a speech at Fort Bragg in North Carolina on Tuesday, the president reveled in the nation's military power as fort leaders showcased several tactical demonstrations.
"Time and again, our enemies have learned that if you dare to threaten the American people, an American soldier will chase you down, crush you and cast you into oblivion," Trump said.
In threatening the use of force against protesters, Trump notably did not distinguish between those committing acts of violence and those peacefully protesting against his policies. Leavitt, during the White House briefing on Wednesday, answered a question on the subject by saying that "of course" the president supports the right to peacefully protest and declared the inquiry a "stupid question."
The administration's escalating rhetoric has invited comparison to language used by autocrats in foreign countries, where leaders more frequently deploy their military forces within their own borders.
White House officials maintain that the president is showing strength and dominance -- and standing up for "law and order" as Democrats go soft on violent agitators. Trump and his advisers have highlighted footage of looting and cars being set ablaze to justify taking action over local officials' objections.
"President Trump is fulfilling the promise he made to the American people to deport illegal aliens and protect federal law enforcement from violent riots," said White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson.
"This kind of thing doesn't happen in democracies, and it's becoming a routine part of our politics," said Steven Levitsky, a professor of government at Harvard University, who has long warned that Trump poses a threat to American democracy. (Federal campaign finance records show that a person named Steven Levitsky who works at Harvard has made small campaign donations to Democratic candidates.)
Trump has given himself more flexibility this term to escalate military intervention and to upend democratic norms with fewer constraints. In his first term, military leaders prevented Trump from deploying troops within the United States. This time, he has surrounded himself with loyalists -- though he still could face obstacles in the courts. California has sued to block the administration from deploying troops within its borders.
Protests over the administration's immigration policies are expanding to more cities, including Philadelphia, Chicago and San Francisco. More are scheduled this weekend as part of a national "No Kings Day," with activists scheduling events in opposition to Trump's attempts to test his executive power and, protesters say, defy the courts.
Americans are divided in their view on the protesters in Los Angeles and Trump's decision to send the National Guard to respond, according to a new poll from The Washington Post and George Mason University's Schar School. Republicans overwhelmingly favor Trump's National Guard decision, and most Democrats oppose it, according to the survey. Independents skew toward opposing the action, while a majority of Californians also oppose it.
Amid protests in Chicago, Sen. Dick Durbin of Illinois, the Democratic whip, said it would be "a serious decision" for Trump to deploy troops across the country. Durbin said he has not spoken with Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker (D) about the possibility of Trump doing so in their state.
Durbin said Trump is treating the deployment of National Guard troops "as this routine decision."
"It is not routine, using our military force to enforce criminal laws in our country," he said.
This week, Trump warned that any protests against immigration raids in other cities will be "met with equal or greater force" than that used in Los Angeles. He said those troops would remain in the city "until there's no danger," providing only a subjective timeline for their deployment.
Trump and California leaders have sparred over whether the troops were ever a necessary response to the protests, which have been confined to several blocks and have included sporadic episodes of violence.
He said he "would certainly" invoke the Insurrection Act, which can be used by presidents to expand the role of the military in responding to domestic incidents, if he viewed it as necessary.
The fact that he is even considering it is an ominous sign, several scholars said.
"In a democratic society, citizens don't have to think twice or think three times about peaceful expressions of opposition -- that's what life is like in a free society," Levitsky said. "In an authoritarian regime, citizens have to think twice about speaking out, because there is risk of government retribution. Maybe you'll be arrested, maybe you'll be investigated, maybe you'll have an IRS audit, maybe you'll have a lawsuit."
The showdown over the military intervention has intensified since Saturday, when Trump deployed the National Guard to California without the permission of California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D), who believed sending troops would escalate the protests.
Newsom warned in a speech Tuesday that the deployment marked the onset of a much broader effort by Trump to threaten democracy.
"California may be first, but it clearly will not end here. Other states are next," Newsom said. "Democracy is next. Democracy is under assault before our eyes. This moment we have feared has arrived."
Also Tuesday, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) announced he was deploying his state's National Guard ahead of planned protests. An Abbott adviser said the decision did not result from Trump's rhetoric. The governor has previously deployed Guard troops ahead of protests, such as during George Floyd demonstrations in 2020.
"This is not a frivolous thing. This is not a political thing," said Dave Carney, a longtime political adviser to Abbott. "If this was happening four years ago or eight years ago, he would have done the exact same thing. This is instinctively protecting people."
Carney said he suspects Republican governors will call up National Guard members only if they have "good intelligence of what's being planned."
In other Republican-run states with recent clashes with ICE -- either through protests or Democratic-leaning cities pushing back on enforcement -- governors have resisted announcing proactive deployments, despite GOP officials vowing to punish violent agitators.
In Atlanta, where authorities used tear gas and made arrests Tuesday as anti-ICE protesters threw fireworks at police, state officials believe local and state law enforcement have been able to manage the demonstrations, according to a person with knowledge of the situation there who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak freely about plans. Likewise in Nashville, where Department of Homeland Security officials have clashed with the mayor of the heavily Democratic city, large protests have not materialized, and the Republican governor has not announced any military deployment.
Meryl Kornfield contributed to this report.
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White House accuses Newsom and Bass of fanning flames, siding with criminals
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term in the White House and the Republican-led Congress.
By Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Theodoric Meyer, Joanna Slater, Lena H. Sun, Martine Powers, Zachary Pincus-Roth, Perry Stein, Ellen Nakashima, Carol Leonnig, Gregory S. Schneider, Dan Lamothe, Danielle Douglas-Gabriel, Abigail Hauslohner, Andrew Ackerman, Emily Davies, Marianna Sotomayor, Matthew Choi, Dan Merica, Hannah Knowles, David J. Lynch, Jeremy Roebuck | 2025-06-11
President Donald Trump is scheduled to attend a performance Wednesday of "Les Miserables" at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, whose leadership he has overhauled. Some cast members have threatened to boycott. Earlier, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth was back on Capitol Hill, this time in front of a Senate Appropriations subcommittee. During the hearing, senators pressed Hegseth on the Trump administration's commitment to Ukraine. Hegseth testified that Russia is the aggressor in its war against Ukraine, but he declined to say that he wants the government in Kyiv to win and said U.S. interests are best served by a peace settlement. Hegseth was also grilled by Democrats on the secrecy surrounding the administration's deal with Qatar for an Air Force One jet.
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Strategy or slow start? Some in Va. GOP question Earle-Sears campaign.
Democrat Abigail Spanberger reported a big fundraising lead over Republican Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears in Virginia's gubernatorial race, fueling GOP concern.
By Gregory S. Schneider, Laura Vozzella | 2025-06-12

Virginia Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears, right, the GOP nominee for governor, smiles at an event in Falls Church on June 3 with Republican National Committee Chairman Michael Whatley. (Gregory S. Schneider/The Washington Post)


RICHMOND -- Democrat Abigail Spanberger reported a massive fundraising lead over Republican gubernatorial rival Winsome Earle-Sears this week, with her $14.3 million in campaign cash more than quadruple the $3 million on hand for Earle-Sears -- aggravating concerns among some in the GOP that the campaign is off to a troubled start.
Republican critics cited another number to explain their fears: zero, the number of times Earle-Sears has campaigned in public with the full GOP ticket of John Reid for lieutenant governor and Attorney General Jason S. Miyares seeking reelection. With Democrats awaiting June 17 primary elections to determine the rest of their ticket beyond Spanberger, Republicans had a clear opportunity for a head start.
"It's really frustrating," said Loudoun County GOP chairman Scott Pio. "They could have energized the ticket early on, and here we are. ... As far as I can see there's no three-way unity on the ticket."
The Earle-Sears campaign argues that it's working from a careful strategy that will pay off over the long haul. "Mistake quiet confidence for a slow start at your own risk," spokeswoman Peyton Vogel said.
Still, many Republicans are concerned about an enthusiasm gap as national Democrats pour money and attention on Virginia's off-year elections, seen as a referendum on President Donald Trump and a tune-up for next year's congressional midterms. All 100 seats in the House of Delegates are also on the fall ballot, and with control of the chamber at stake, Democratic House candidates raised a cumulative $4.6 million compared with $2.1 million for Republican candidates for the three-month period that ended June 5, according to analysis by the Virginia Public Access Project.
Spanberger raised $6.5 million over the quarter, bringing her total haul to $22.8 million, while Earle-Sears brought in $3.5 million in that period and $9.2 million overall.
The lagging fundraising and lack of public appearances by a statewide GOP slate that solidified in late April come while six Democrats running for the lieutenant governor nomination and two vying for attorney general have been attacking one another.
"It's not too late, but we have lost these last four to six weeks," said Phil Kazmierczak, a Republican activist in Virginia Beach and former House of Delegates candidate. The timing is particularly bad, he said, because the GOP faces such "an uphill battle this year." Trump lost Virginia by 6 points, his policies of cutting the federal workforce have hit particularly hard in a state where the economy is more tied to the federal government than almost any other, and the party in the White House has lost every Virginia gubernatorial election but one since 1977.
Spanberger, a former congresswoman, has largely held off on attacking Earle-Sears, the state's lieutenant governor. Instead, she has maintained a methodical, low-key schedule of appearances around the state to roll out policy positions and face reporters in one-on-one interviews or gaggles. Her campaign said Spanberger has events planned in every Virginia congressional district through the end of June; her website details activities in the coming weeks for volunteers -- such as phone banks and canvassing -- and for the candidate herself.

Virginia House Speaker Don Scott (D-Portsmouth) addresses the crowd during an event in support of Abigail Spanberger's gubernatorial bid in Richmond in April. (Maxwell Posner/For The Washington Post)


"The Spanberger for Governor campaign is building unmatched momentum across Virginia," campaign manager Samson Signori said via email. "Meanwhile, Winsome Earle-Sears has remained largely out of view -- skipping scheduled events, doubling down on her extreme positions, and leaving voters with more questions than answers."
Earle-Sears offers no such public scheduling, but her campaign said that's part of the plan. "Winsome Earle-Sears is showing up where it counts," Vogel said via email. "In churches, at small businesses, in parades, and on factory floors. We're on TV, in mailboxes, and out earning votes every day. It's early and while being strategic may not be what the media wants, our focus is squarely on voters."
Much of the turmoil within the GOP has roots in a controversy over Reid, a hard-right Richmond talk-radio host who is openly gay and became the lieutenant governor nominee by default when the establishment favorite dropped out for health reasons. Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) asked Reid to withdraw from the race after the candidate was accused of authoring a social media account that reposted racy photos of nude and seminude men, but Reid denied the account was his and refused to step aside.
He since has campaigned heavily around the state and drawn enthusiastic support from the MAGA base of the party for his outspoken allegiance with Trump, while Youngkin -- who is term-limited out of office -- Earle-Sears and Miyares have kept their distance.
Asked by reporters last week whether she planned to campaign with Reid, Earle-Sears did not directly answer: "We are focused. We are doing exactly what we need to do. We are all over. And we're going to win this. And we are going to bring alongside everybody else. Thank you. Next question."
Earle-Sears has canceled several campaign appearances, including three with Reid in the days after Youngkin asked him to quit the race. A rally her campaign had been advertising for Friday in Virginia Beach was called off this week, according to a now-deleted Eventbrite notice of the event; her campaign said she will make other, unadvertised appearances in the city that day instead. Three minutes before Earle-Sears was to host a Zoom news conference with a pair of rural sheriffs on May 22, her campaign emailed reporters to say the event would have to be rescheduled "due to unforeseen travel delays." A new date has not been announced.
Her style of campaigning has been heavy on small and private events or public appearances with little media coverage -- not a typical approach for a candidate trailing in fundraising. Her campaign promoted no events last weekend, for instance, but on Saturday evening Earle-Sears posted on X that she had "met with business leaders in Virginia Beach, attended the Chinese American picnic in the peninsula, made my way to Taste of India, and now I'm at the [Tri-City] Chili Peppers [baseball] game. Only in Virginia, only in America."
The chairman of the Republican Party of Virginia, state Sen. Mark J. Peake (R-Lynchburg), said Earle-Sears has been using nontraditional methods in "a great outreach effort to bring in new Republican voters. I think that will pay off in the fall."
Peake expressed hope that the party's three statewide candidates will eventually campaign together. "It is certainly my hope that we will have a unified ticket and that we will have campaign rallies featuring all three candidates," he said.
Peake said the Democrats' fundraising lead was nothing new -- that's been the case for Virginia's past three governor's races -- and not a reliable barometer of voter sentiment. Democrat Terry McAuliffe narrowly beat Republican Ken Cuccinelli II in 2013 after outspending him by $20 million. McAuliffe, seeking a comeback in 2021, outspent Youngkin by $3 million but lost in a squeaker.
"Republicans are always outspent in these statewide races," Peake said. "It's just imperative that we get our message out and that we remind the citizens and the donors how critical this election is."
Spanberger's haul so far has outpaced McAuliffe's from four years ago, despite his being a legendary national Democratic fundraiser. During the same period in 2021 (though with five fewer days in the reporting period), McAuliffe raised almost $2.9 million, according to VPAP. Spanberger raised more than $6.5 million. She spent almost $3.2 million during that time, which combined with the money already in her coffers left her with more than $14.3 million available.
In addition, the Democratic Governors Association announced Monday that it was committing at least $5 million to Spanberger's race, of which only $500,000 was reflected in the most recent filing.
Earle-Sears, by contrast, raised $3.5 million for the period but reported spending even more -- $4.6 million. With the money she already had in her coffers, that left Earle-Sears with just under $3 million on hand.
Democrats also had a wide fundraising advantage in the race for lieutenant governor. Reid, the GOP nominee, raised about $134,000 over the period, for a total of $312,000, and had $116,000 on hand. Those sums put him far behind the four best-funded Democrats competing in Tuesday's six-way lieutenant governor primary.
State Sen. Ghazala F. Hashmi (Richmond) led the pack of aspiring Democratic lieutenant governors for the quarter, raising $743,000, which brought her total to nearly $1.8 million and left her with $462,000 on hand. Former Richmond Mayor Levar Stoney raised $702,000 for the period. That put his total at $2.1 million -- the highest in the race -- but his cash on hand at $258,000 was lowest of the top contenders. State Sen. Aaron R. Rouse (Virginia Beach) was in the same financial league as those two, raising $660,000 since April, for a total haul of $1.8 million. He had $452,000 in the bank.
Babur B. Lateef, a Northern Virginia eye surgeon and chairman of the Prince William County School Board, raised $374,000 for the quarter for a $1.3 million total, leaving him with $263,000 on hand. Far behind the others is Alex Bastani, a retired economist and lawyer at the U.S. Labor Department and former union president, who raised $142,000, for a total of $276,000, and had $27,000 on hand. Victor Salgado, a former federal prosecutor, raised $17,000 for a total of $221,00, and had $14,000 in cash.
The only financial bright spot for Republicans was in the race for attorney general. Miyares, the incumbent, raised $1.2 million for the quarter, for a total of $4.3 million. He had $2.3 million on hand.
The two Democrats vying to take on Miyares are former Norfolk delegate Jerrauld C. "Jay" Jones and Henrico County Commonwealth's Attorney Shannon Taylor. Taylor raised nearly $1.1 million for the quarter, bringing her total to $2.1 million. Jones raised $934,000, for a $2.7 million total. They had comparable cash on hand heading into the homestretch, $493,000 for Jones, $470,000 for Taylor.
The big cash advantage that Democrats reported in House of Delegates races was partly because they're fielding candidates in all 100 districts while Republicans are running in about 70. Pio -- the Loudoun Republican, who this year mounted an unsuccessful campaign to become state party chairman -- said the House races are another reason he's concerned about the GOP's approach this year.
"Why the heck are we ignoring so many voters?" he said. In 2021, he said, Youngkin brought high energy and enthusiasm to races up and down the ballot. "You would go anywhere and you'd know there was a delegate running on the ticket, you'd know everybody was pushing in one direction. Man, I don't know -- this certainly feels different, for sure."
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Trump's top general contradicts his assessment of Putin, L.A. unrest
Gen. Dan Caine's comments in Senate testimony were restrained but significant, perhaps allaying lawmakers' fears he would bow to political pressure. 
By Abigail Hauslohner | 2025-06-12

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Dan Caine meets Wednesday with a Senate Appropriations subcommittee, along with Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


Gen. Dan Caine, who since becoming chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in April has assiduously avoided the public spotlight, on Wednesday broke with President Donald Trump's assessment of the threat posed by Russia and the ongoing protests and violence in Los Angeles.
Caine's comments during a Senate Appropriations subcommittee hearing were restrained but significant, coming from the nation's top military officer who Democrats and moderate Republicans had feared might show little appetite for going against a president prone to pushing falsehoods in pursuit of his political agenda.
Trump has routinely downplayed alarm about Vladimir Putin's territorial ambitions in Eastern Europe and, in an address this week, branded those in the United States protesting his immigration policies as agents of a "foreign invasion." But Caine declined to confirm either assessment.
When asked by Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) whether Putin intends to "stop in Ukraine," the general was frank: "I don't believe so, sir."
When pressed by Sen. Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii) to say if he believes the demonstrations and violence in Los Angeles are a sign the United States is "being invaded by a foreign nation," as Trump told an audience of soldiers Tuesday in North Carolina, Caine said he doesn't.
"At this point in time, I don't see any foreign, state-sponsored folks invading," the general replied, before adding, "but I'll be mindful of the fact that there has been some border issues throughout time."
When Schatz asked if there has been a "rebellion" against the government, another politically charged term the president and his administration have employed since unrest flared in Southern California, Caine declined to affirm that either. "I think there's definitely some frustrated folks out there," he offered.
Trump's second term in office has been remarkable, in part, for the frequency with which false and misleading statements by the president go unchecked by a majority of Republicans on Capitol Hill, and Caine's responses Wednesday offered a stark contrast with the man seated beside him, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.
As the president's top military adviser, the Joint Chiefs chairman is expected to provide honest and unflinching advice to the commander in chief, the defense secretary and to Congress, even when that assessment conflicts with the political messaging of the administration in power. During his confirmation hearing, Caine, a surprise selection for the job after Trump abruptly fired the general's predecessor, Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr., in February, promised to earn lawmakers' trust.
Hegseth tried to paper over what Caine had said.
"It's quite easy to point out that there has been an invasion of 21 million illegals in our country under the previous administration," he told Schatz. "So this administration was elected to get a hold of that."

Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) speaks with Joint Chiefs Chairman Dan Caine ahead of Wednesday's hearing. (Rod Lamkey/AP)


To Graham's question about Putin's intent to pummel Ukraine and turn his war machine westward, Hegseth allowed only that "it remains to be seen."
Graham -- whom Republican lawmakers often view as the senator best equipped to persuade the president on the GOP's more traditional foreign policy postures -- laughed. "Well, he says he's not," the senator said, referencing the Russian leader. He likened Putin's ambitions to Adolf Hitler's stated intentions to kill Jews and take over Europe in the 1930s. "It doesn't remain to be seen," Graham went on. Putin, he added, "tells everybody around what he wants to do."
Wednesday's hearing was the second time in as many days that Hegseth and Caine faced lawmakers' questions, with another hearing, before the House Armed Services Committee, set for Thursday. Senate Democrats, just as their House counterparts had on Tuesday, seized the opportunity to attack Hegseth's record of "chaos and poor judgment" while helming the Defense Department, and his unwillingness to respond to congressional inquiries and the news media.
The Trump administration has so far failed to provide Congress with a complete defense budget proposal for the coming fiscal year, and meanwhile the Pentagon has diverted funds meant to rebuild barracks and improve U.S. troops' quality of life to support instead Trump's immigration crackdown on the U.S.-Mexico border, said Sen. Chris Coons (Delaware), the subcommittee's top Democrat.
Coons accused Hegseth of committing the "unthinkable" mistake of sharing sensitive military plans over an unclassified messaging app, including with members of his family; of firing some of the military's most senior commanders "without cause"; and of "censoring" military academies' libraries.
"Far more of your time so far has been spent inside the building on culture wars, rather than outside the building, deterring real ones," Coons said.
"You are deploying the American military to police the American people," Sen. Patty Murray (Washington), the full Appropriations Committee's top Democrat, said to Hegseth of the scene in Los Angeles. "Sending the National Guard into California without the governor's request. Sending the Marines -- not after foreign threats, but after American protesters."

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth gestures to lawmakers during his Senate testimony Wednesday. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


If Caine toed a delicate line Wednesday, Hegseth -- who caught the president's eye during his tenure as a right-wing commentator on Fox News -- adhered to White House talking points as he responded to Democrats' queries and doubled down on Trump's claims. He also left open the possibility that the deployment of troops to respond to protests in Los Angeles "could expand to other places."
The president's deployment order is partly about "getting ahead of a problem, so that if in other places, if there are other riots in places where law enforcement officers are threatened, we would have the capability to surge National Guard there if necessary," Hegseth said.
Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky), the former Senate leader who has made little secret of his dislike for both Trump and Hegseth, criticized the administration for spending too little on national security, and for the appearance of siding with Russia in its war against Ukraine.
"Which side do you want to win?" he pressed Hegseth.
"This president is committed to peace in that conflict," Hegseth replied, declining to name Ukraine. "Ultimately, peace serves our national interests and, we think, the interest of both parties, even if that outcome will not be preferable to many in this room and many in our country."
Patrick Svitek and Amy B Wang contributed to this report.
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Hegseth resists when pushed to explain Trump's Air Force One deal
Democrats demanded clarity on President Donald Trump's rationale for pursuing the Qatari luxury jet, but the defense secretary gave them little in return.
By Amy B Wang, Dan Lamothe | 2025-06-11

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth meets with the Senate Appropriations Committee on Wednesday. Democrats questioned him about the plane that President Donald Trump has claimed would be a "gift" to the United States. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth on Wednesday resisted lawmakers' demands for transparency about the luxury airplane from Qatar that President Donald Trump wants to use as Air Force One, rebuffing several sharp questions about the Boeing 747-8 jetliner and the terms surrounding its transfer to the U.S. government.
At a hearing of the Senate Appropriations Committee on Wednesday -- during which Hegseth was grilled on the Defense Department's budget for the upcoming fiscal year and its approach to global conflicts -- Democrats were intently focused on the plane that Trump has claimed would be a "gift" to the United States. The Pentagon said last month that it had taken possession of the jetliner, even though legal teams representing the two countries have not finalized an agreement that would allow such a transfer.
Hegseth confirmed a Washington Post report from last month revealing that the agreement has not been signed despite one of his top aides having claimed that the secretary had accepted the Qatari jet. Yet Hegseth declined to answer several other questions about it, citing the unclassified nature of the hearing.
When Sen. Jack Reed (D-Rhode Island) asked, for instance, how long it might take for a contractor to reconfigure the aircraft to meet rigorous safety and security standards for the Air Force One mission, Hegseth said that information was "not for public consumption."
Hegseth also said he could not reveal the cost of such a contract, a rebuff that appeared to anger the usually low-key Reed, the top Democrat on the Senate Armed Services Committee.
"Why can't it be revealed in this setting?" Reed snapped. "This is the Appropriations Committee of the United States Senate. We appropriate the money that you will spend after it's authorized by my committee."
Reed criticized the secrecy shrouding the Trump administration's deal with Qatar and said the plane was "not only a bad deal for the American public" but also about "gratifying the president's ego."
As The Post reported last month, Air Force officials estimated it could cost $1.5 billion to bring the Qatari plane up to satisfactory maintenance conditions for presidential transport, and another $500 million to remove the military gear and convert the aircraft for civilian use after Trump's term.
Trump, who has denied the plane is a personal gift to him, has said the aircraft would be transferred to his presidential library after he leaves office.
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Connecticut) noted Wednesday that when Trump signed a contract with Boeing in 2018 for Air Force One replacements, during his first term, those terms were disclosed. Murphy also pointed out that Air Force officials had testified before the House that those new Air Force One planes probably would be ready for use by 2028.
"It doesn't stand to reason that you will be able to retrofit the plane from Qatar much sooner than 2028, so I'm trying to understand what the gap is that we're trying to fill," Murphy said. "If this contract ends up being a half-billion [dollars] and the gap only ends up being six months, that doesn't sound like a wise investment for this committee to make."

President Donald Trump prepares to board Air Force One on Tuesday at Joint Base Andrews in Maryland. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


Hegseth deferred the question to the Air Force but noted there also had been "delay after delay on the Boeing side," suggesting the planes that are under contract might not be ready by 2028.
"But why would we ask the American taxpayer to spend upward of $1 billion on a plane that would then only be used for a handful of months and then transfer directly to the president? That doesn't sound like a wise use of taxpayer dollars," Murphy pressed.
Hegseth maintained that there are reasons -- which he said should remain classified -- that justify modifying an aircraft even for a short period of time "to ensure the safety and security of the president of United States."
"We're talking about a pretty massive investment of appropriations dollars into a plane that the secretary is saying is currently planned to be transferred personally to the president," Murphy concluded. "There's a lot of other pending needs that we need to fund. This would seem to be low on the list."
In a separate exchange during the hearing with Sen. Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii), Hegseth declined to say whether the U.S. or Qatar initiated discussions over the jet's transfer. Trump has said that Qatar approached the U.S. about it, while other officials have said the Trump team first raised the issue.
Trump has steadfastly defended the arrangement and waved off the ethical and national security concerns it has raised, even from some Republicans.
"I could be a stupid person and say, 'No, we don't want a free, very expensive airplane,' but I thought it was a great gesture," Trump told reporters last month.
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Musk says he 'went too far' in feud with Trump after JD Vance steps in
Musk's rare public expression of regret suggests he is trying to defuse tensions after Trump threatened to retaliate against his companies during their feud.
By Cat Zakrzewski, Aaron Gregg, Trisha Thadani | 2025-06-11

Elon Musk at an April 30 Cabinet meeting at the White House. (Yuri Gripas/For The Washington Post)


Elon Musk walked back some of his criticisms of President Donald Trump early Wednesday, days after the vice president and White House chief of staff urged him in a call to stop the feud, according to a person familiar with the conversation, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe the sensitive discussion.
The Friday call with JD Vance and Susie Wiles, first reported by the Wall Street Journal, came amid a bitter feud in which Musk and Trump repeatedly blasted each other on their respective social media platforms.
"I regret some of my posts about President @realDonaldTrump last week," the Tesla and SpaceX CEO said in a post on X shortly after 3 a.m. Eastern time. "They went too far."
Speaking at Wednesday's White House briefing, press secretary Karoline Leavitt said, "The president acknowledged the statement that Elon put out this morning, and he is appreciative of it." She said she was not aware of any efforts to review Musk's contracts with the federal government, which Trump suggested during last week's clash should be revoked.
Musk's public climbdown Wednesday came after he made a phone call Monday night to Trump, according to the New York Times. The White House declined to comment on that report.
Musk did not say which of his posts he regrets. Still, the rare mea culpa from a billionaire known for acerbic social media posts suggests he is trying to defuse tensions with the White House after the president threatened to retaliate against his companies. The apology also comes at a pivotal moment for Musk's electric vehicle company, Tesla, which is preparing to launch a fully autonomous vehicle in Austin this month.
Tesla's sales and profits have suffered greatly since Musk became a polarizing figure on the national stage as the prime figure behind the U.S. DOGE Service, which has slashed federal services and personnel in a bid to promote government efficiency.
The company's stock sank 14 percent Thursday as the Trump-Musk conflict escalated, before recovering some of that value in the intervening days. On Wednesday, the stock was up about 1 percent by midday.
The feud "has been an overhang on shares of Tesla as investors are looking ahead and fearful that Trump in revenge mode will make it more difficult for an autonomous future with Tesla front and center," said Dan Ives, managing director at Wedbush Securities.
The spat started last week when Musk, who was tasked with trimming the federal bureaucracy through DOGE, publicly criticized the White House-backed tax bill as "a disgusting abomination" that would saddle the country with "crushingly unsustainable debt." Musk officially left the White House in late May, but he said DOGE would continue without him.
In a stream of X posts, Musk publicly mused about starting a third party, called for Trump's impeachment and said Trump's tariffs would cause a recession in the second half of the year.
Trump responded by saying the easiest way to cut spending would be to "terminate" government subsidies and contracts going to Musk's businesses, and later called Musk a "big-time drug addict" in a phone call.
Musk's businesses have received at least $38 billion in government funding over the years, according to a Washington Post analysis, and they remain intricately tied into government funding and policy. SpaceX is a key launch provider for NASA and the Defense Department.
Tesla relies on tax credits to bolster consumer demand for its expensive electric vehicles, and it will need the cooperation of federal regulators as it rolls out self-driving taxis to compete with those run by Alphabet-owned Waymo.
Musk also asserted in a now-deleted post that Trump is included in unreleased files about the sex trafficker Jeffrey Epstein and threatened to decommission SpaceX's Dragon spacecraft, which NASA relies on to take astronauts to and from the International Space Station -- an assertion he later walked back.
Ross Gerber, a Tesla investor who was once a vocal Musk supporter, said Musk "learned the hard way that Trump can destroy him."
"But Trump doesn't forget," Gerber said. "This is for both of them to save face."
By Tuesday, Musk had pivoted to other topics, posting about the Los Angeles protests and Tesla's upcoming robotaxi launch in Austin, which he said is "tentatively" set for June 22. He also took to criticizing Stephen K. Bannon, another Trump ally who waded into last week's battle by urging federal authorities to investigate Musk's immigration status and, if warranted, deport him.
It's unclear whether Trump and Musk have really made up, or whether their political alliance will continue. Trump said in a recent podcast interview that he could reconcile with Musk, but added that it wasn't high on his list of priorities.
"I guess I could, but, you know, we have to straighten out the country, and my sole function now is getting the country back to a level higher than it's ever been," Trump said in an interview with New York Post columnist Miranda Devine that was published Wednesday but conducted before Musk's post.
"I don't know what his problem is, really," Trump said of Musk. "I haven't thought too much about it -- him -- in the last little while."
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Trump to ramp up transfers to Guantanamo, including citizens of allies
Plans show the administration is preparing to send thousands to Guantanamo, including some Europeans, with no intent to notify their home governments.
By John Hudson, Alex Horton | 2025-06-11

Holding tents at the U.S. military facility in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in February. (U.S. Navy/AFN Guantanamo Bay Public Affairs/Reuters) 


The Trump administration is preparing to begin the transfer of potentially thousands of foreigners who are in the United States illegally to the U.S. military base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, starting as early as this week, according to U.S. officials familiar with the matter.
The foreign nationals under consideration hail from a range of countries. They include hundreds from friendly European nations, including Britain, Italy, France, Germany, Ireland, Belgium, the Netherlands, Lithuania, Poland, Turkey and Ukraine, but also other parts of the world, including many from Haiti. Officials shared the plans with The Washington Post, including some documents, on the condition of anonymity because the matter is considered highly sensitive.
The administration is unlikely to inform the foreigners' home governments about the impending transfers to the infamous military facility, including close U.S. allies such as Britain, Germany and France, the officials said.
The plans, which are subject to change, come as immigration hard-liners inside President Donald Trump's Cabinet push for more deportations and arrests of undocumented migrants.
The preparations include medical screening for 9,000 individuals to determine whether they are healthy enough to be sent to Guantanamo, notorious for its history as a prison for suspected terrorists and others captured on battlefields in the aftermath of  the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. Some of these details were reported earlier by Politico.
It is far from clear whether the facilities there can accommodate 9,000 new detainees, an influx that would amount to a massive increase from the several hundred migrants moved to and from the base earlier this year.
But Trump administration officials say the plan is necessary to free up capacity at domestic detention facilities, which have become overcrowded amid Trump's pledge to implement the biggest deportation of undocumented migrants in American history. A document reviewed by The Post said that "GTMO," the government acronym for the base, "is not at capacity."
In January, Trump announced he would send as many as 30,000 migrants to the facility. Scores of migrants held at the base in March were sent back to facilities in Louisiana in a move critics of the administration's immigration crackdown suspected was due to capacity issues.
The Department of Homeland Security declined to comment. The White House did not provide comment when asked about the plans on Monday and Tuesday. But on Wednesday, following publication of this report, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt posted on social media that the story is "Fake News. Not happening."
A defense official said that "ongoing missions at Naval Station Guantanamo remain unchanged, and we do not comment on any speculative future missions."
DHS intends to "minimize" the time detainees spend at the Caribbean base, but the White House could decide to use the facility for longer-term detention, according to an official document.
The move to dramatically expand transfers is expected to draw criticism from U.S. allies concerned about the welfare of their citizens at the military base, which became a global symbol of torture and abuse in the wake of counterterrorism tactics pursued by Washington after 9/11.
U.S. officials said the individuals being vetted for transfer are in the United States illegally. Many of the detainees' home countries have told the U.S. they are willing to accept their citizens but have not moved quickly enough in the eyes of DHS, officials said.
In recent weeks, immigration hard-liners close to Trump have been angling for a bigger crackdown on undocumented people in the United States.
"Under President Trump's leadership, we are looking to set a goal of a minimum of 3,000 arrests for ICE every day," White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller told Fox News last month, pledging to increase the numbers.
White House border czar Tom Homan has expressed similar sentiments. "We've got to increase these arrests and removals," Homan said.
DHS recently requested expansion of a medium-security detention facility at the base from 140 to 300 detainees, said a congressional aide familiar with the matter.
U.S. forces at the base erected a tent city earlier this year -- 195 structures with a capacity to house more than 3,000 people -- in anticipation of a large influx of detainees. But that never occurred, as flights dropped off modest numbers of people and the capacity of available facilities was not exceeded.
Base personnel took down the tents through the spring. None of the original tents were left standing, and they were never used, a defense official said Tuesday, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss current operations.
Marianne LeVine and Natalie Allison contributed to this report.
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Who will take the jobs of workers who are deported? I answered your questions. 
Karen's live chat with readers started at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Karen Tumulty | 2025-06-12
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8 better ways to spend $45 million than Trump's military parade
Restore funding to help paralyzed veterans. Stop firing VA staff. Save the Inter-American Foundation. And more.
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-06-12
Surely there are better ways to spend between $25 million and $45 million than a massive military parade on the streets of Washington, forcing thousands of soldiers from our military branches to camp out in the General Services Administration and Agriculture Department buildings for days on end.
Interestingly, Congress cut $40 million from the Defense Department Spinal Cord Injury Research Program. My understanding is that our country has made a solemn vow to care for veterans who have been seriously wounded during their service. The cost of this parade could pay for that research, and might ultimately benefit far more veterans than those marching in the parade -- and not only veterans, but any Americans who have suffered a spinal cord injury.
Other proposed cuts impacting our veterans include mental health support, staffing of the suicide hotline, cancer screenings, wellness checks and substance abuse treatments. By reinstating or funding these programs, we would honor the members of the military who have served, and are serving, to preserve our way of life. A far better use of our tax dollars than a military parade.
Lu Ann McNabb, Keswick, Virginia
Cancel your parade, President Trump. And instead, restore $45 million to the cuts at Veterans Affairs that your administration is pursuing. This would be a far better use of that money than a parade, and you would be admired for it.
The majority of Americans and the U.S. military have never needed displays of pomp to demonstrate our capacity for leadership in the world and our respect for those who have made it possible. President Donald Trump should let the accomplishments of our military speak for themselves and privately celebrate his own birthday with his family.
Roger Hirschberg, South Burlington, Vermont
Is it better to spend $45 million for a one-off parade or to help 4.6 million people escape poverty? The estimated $45 million price tag for the Saturday parade in D.C. is just slightly less than the annual budget of the Inter-American Foundation, a small U.S. government agency the president is trying to eliminate.
Created by Congress in 1969, the IAF costs each U.S. taxpayer about $0.14 per year yet supports development initiatives led by local organizations across Latin America and the Caribbean. In 2024 alone, its 425 grant agreements helped more than 4.6 million people build brighter futures. With just $47 million in appropriated funds, it leveraged $43 million in counterpart investments -- and kept overhead below 10 percent with a staff of only 49.
For more than 55 years, the IAF has applied "soft power" to partner with nearly 6,000 community-based organizations, demonstrating how American goodwill can empower neighbors to lift themselves up. The people-to-people programs the IAF supports include community foundations in Mexico; aid programs for small farmers in Haiti who obtain seeds and tools thanks to this program; credit access for small-scale entrepreneurs in Central America; and programs for families throughout the hemisphere that help them acquire the resources and skills needed to build more prosperous futures without the need to migrate to the U.S.
Elon Musk and his DOGE acolytes claimed they cut waste from the federal budget. If that's true, they should have wielded their chain saw on this vanity parade, not on a small but effective agency that not only improves millions of lives but also extends America's values abroad.
At present, only a temporary restraining order has prevented the administration from shuttering the IAF. This modest but mighty agency deserves not just survival but also robust budget support. The benefits it delivers -- and the goodwill it generates -- are worth far more than its cost.
Heidi Jane M. Smith, Washington
Robert Maguire, Cheverly, Maryland
The writers worked at the IAF from 2001-2007 and 1979-1999, respectively.
Upward of $45 million for the Army's birthday celebration? And it just happens to fall on the same day President Donald Trump turns 79? And it culminates with the kind of parade he wanted during his first term in office? It boggles my mind to accept such a gross misuse of tax dollars.
If I were king -- oops, president -- I would call a halt to the whole shebang. No displays of fitness on the Mall, aircraft flyovers or fireworks. And certainly no parade of military might. What better way to show the world our strength than to use the millions to pay down our national debt.
The analogy in my mind is my credit card. I can buy whatever I want on my card up to the spending limit. As long as I pay the full balance on the card each month, I am not charged any interest. Periodically the bank increases my spending limit, hoping that I will spend more and be unable to pay so they can charge me interest. But I know my limits and stick within my budget. My spending does not exceed my monthly income.
Like me, the U.S. has a spending limit: the very budget now under debate in Congress. Unfortunately for taxpayers, our nation's income has not been enough to pay for our spending. So the U.S. has had to borrow money from both domestic and foreign investors to make up the difference. Consequently, we have a national debt. And each year that we overspend, our national debt increases. The amount of our budget that goes not toward services and programs for the American people but to pay interest to our creditors could reach an all-time high of 15.6 percent in 2031. And the president's proposed budget will only increase our deficit and increase our debt-service payments.
So, what would I do with that $45 million? Pay down the national debt. While that figure is peanuts compared to the more than $36 trillion debt we now have, every dollar counts. And the message will be clear: We the people care about living within our means. We will not spend our money frivolously.
Anne Reynolds, Arlington
When President Donald Trump proposed a $45 million military parade, I didn't see patriotism; I saw waste. And it wasn't a one-time lapse in judgment. This is the same man who relentlessly criticized President Barack Obama for golfing yet racked up an estimated $102 million in taxpayer-funded, golf-related expenses during his first term. The president is entitled to some relaxation, but the Secret Service and other government personnel were charged for hotel rooms, golf carts and meals at Trump properties such as Mar-a-Lago and Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, New Jersey.
So, how would I spend $45 million instead of on a military parade or half of Trump's golf bill?
That kind of money could:
This isn't about left or right -- it's about values. Do we invest in children or ceremonies? In public service or personal profit?
Connie Lindley, Bella Vista, Arkansas
If I had the $45 million that the military parade will cost this month, I would spend it this way:
These are hard choices because funding has been cut in so many places. But it's where I would start.
Claire Albert, Columbia
Amid all the buildup to Saturday's commemoration of the Army's 250th anniversary looms yet another special anniversary: the centennial birthday of Audie Murphy, America's most-decorated combat soldier. Among other accolades, he earned the Medal of Honor, the Distinguished Service Cross and three Purple Hearts. And, in another act of courage, he was an early advocate for soldiers who, like him, suffered from what was then known as "battle fatigue" and is now understood to be post-traumatic stress disorder.
Murphy's 100th birthday falls on June 20, just six days after the Army's planned pageantry. His untimely death in a 1971 plane crash cut short a life of profound integrity; he is buried in Arlington National Cemetery near the Tomb of the Unknowns. June 14 should not pass without a fitting remembrance of Audie Murphy. It's imperative that his singular heroism live on.
Steve Horwitz, Odenton, Maryland
If, indeed, President Donald Trump intends to "host" the celebration for the Army rather than turn it into a birthday party for himself, the White House should bear in mind that, to be fair, it'll have to plan similar parades for the Navy in October and Marine Corps in November as those services each commemorate their 250th anniversaries. It would be strange to suggest that only one branch of our military deserves this sort of celebration and recognition.
Then, of course, there should be a really big parade in 2026 to mark the nation's 250th birthday on July 4. D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser had best request even more funding from the Trump administration!
Fred C. Lash, Springfield
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I served in the Marines. Sending them to Los Angeles is wrong.
And other suggestions for how to de-escalate a show-down between the president and the city.
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-06-12

Los Angeles law enforcement officers stand guard at an entrance of 101 Freeway as a curfew is declared Tuesday. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


I'm a naval corpsman and combat veteran who spent my enlistment service with the Marine Corps. I wore the uniform with pride -- not for personal recognition and not out of political alignment but to serve a greater purpose: upholding the Constitution of the United States.
I've been in combat zones. I understand the realities of armed conflict and the weight of decisions made in that environment. The oath I took -- like the oath taken by countless others -- was not a short-term commitment. It didn't end when my deployment was over or I returned my uniform. Our pledges remain active and still guide our responsibilities as citizens and former service members.
What I never anticipated was seeing Marines deployed on domestic soil, not for disaster relief or to safeguard public safety but positioned in a way that suggests Marines have a role in controlling or suppressing the population we are sworn to serve and protect.
That is not leadership. It is not principled service. It is a misuse of military force.
The U.S. military does not exist to serve any individual in power. Our allegiance is to the Constitution and to the American people, not to a party, not to a president and not to political interests. When that distinction is violated, we have a duty to speak up, especially when attempts to misuse our service come from within our ranks.
The military has long been held to a standard of professionalism and restraint, based on a foundational principle: We do not turn our weapons on civilians. The use of force to discourage protest or suppress public expression undermines the trust that has been built over generations. It jeopardizes the very principles we claim to defend.
What I see in Los Angeles is not an act of protection. It is a display of force that leans toward intimidation.
Calling this "law and order" misses the point. Law without justice is control. Order without liberty is coercion.
The respect shown to a uniform ought to be rooted in the ideals it represents, rather than fear of what it allows the person wearing it to do because of their orders. When that connection is broken, the uniform loses its meaning.
Our founders understood the danger of using military power for domestic political ends. That's why civilian oversight of the military exists and why laws such as the Posse Comitatus Act are in place: to preserve democratic integrity and prevent the armed forces from becoming a tool of political enforcement.
To the current leaders of the Marine Corps: Your decisions carry consequences. Facilitating this type of deployment is not a passive act. It is a choice. And it is one that undermines the values many Marines have given their lives to uphold.
I say this not out of anger or resentment, but out of commitment to the ideals that guided my service and to the standards that should define every military institution.
This moment is not only about visible military presence. It's about national identity. It's about accountability. And it's about whether we still believe that elected leaders answer to the people -- and not the other way around.
If we stay silent now, if we allow this precedent to solidify, we risk turning our democracy into a system in which uniforms protect power instead of rights.
I served to defend the Constitution. I still would. But I will not remain silent while its principles are undermined by the very structures meant to protect them.
We can do better. And if we believe in what this country stands for, now is the time to prove it.
Jeff Lind, Lindenhurst, Illinois
Regarding the June 10 front-page article "Pentagon orders 700 Marines to L.A.":
I taught national security studies for 18 years as a faculty member at the Industrial College of the Armed Forces, National Defense University at Fort Lesley J. McNair in Washington.
I had at least one Marine officer in every class I taught, and as an Army officer, I respected the Marines for what they were: warriors. The Marines, we used to say, were trained -- very well trained -- to "kill people and break things." Though it's possible that some of the personnel deployed to Los Angeles are part of the 900-member Marine Corps Law Enforcement Program, that unit has a very different mission than what the Marines have been sent to do in California.
Marines are first and foremost members of the infantry, no matter what their additional training equips them to do. To call out the Marines to deal with easily containable civil unrest in Los Angeles is to misuse one of our country's most valuable military assets. President Donald Trump, who has no military background (other than a stint as a make-believe soldier in high school), should be ashamed. Likewise, his staff should know better.
James T. Currie, Alexandria
I frequently hear people accuse protesters of being anti-American. And people who protest the Trump administration's policies are sometimes quick to assume that every member of the military is pro-MAGA. It is true that the military has to obey lawful orders from the president, but I know many military families who don't support some of the president's policies. And people in the military did not enlist to be used as political pawns in a partisan landscape.
It is imperative that Americans question anything MAGA politicians are posting on social media. There seems to be an agenda to create chaos and turn Americans against each other. In the meantime, the country is spending millions of dollars on a big beautiful birthday parade for the Army while homeless veterans don't get the respect they deserve. On Saturday, I hope Americans will think about the real heroes who serve our country and those who have fought for our First Amendment rights.
Marie Griffin, Spartanburg, South Carolina
According to California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D), members of his state's National Guard were sent to Los Angeles without food or suitable housing. Instead of pelting our sons and daughters with eggs or insults, wouldn't it be smarter to feed our troops? Perhaps an organization such as World Central Kitchen or the Red Cross could step forward. Doughnuts make more friends than stones.
Iris St. John, Arlington
I am the son of an immigrant father, and my mother was the daughter of immigrants. I default to having a great deal of sympathy for immigrants to our country, which is properly characterized as a nation of immigrants.
The June 10 print edition featured several articles addressing the Los Angeles protests of immigration raids. Three accompanying images, including one on the front page, showed protesters carrying and wrapping themselves in Mexican flags.
National flags are, by definition, visual signals. My default sympathies notwithstanding, I am at a loss to understand why these protesters imagine using the Mexican flag in this context is in any way helpful to countering demonization of immigration and the charge that immigrants are unpatriotic. If anything, it affirms the beliefs of those who argue that immigrants should go back whence they came.
T.J. Moyseowicz, Alexandria
In his June 11 Wednesday Opinion column, "Why reversing the baby bust is so difficult," Eduardo Porter provided some of the reasons for the falling birth rate in the U.S. and offered some steps for stopping it from falling further. One step is to reverse the trend of falling immigration. If this trend continues, he argues, "it could quickly lead to labor shortages."
What's wrong with labor shortages? There is no better way of ensuring that the real incomes of workers will rise, income disparities across the population will diminish and technological innovation will be encouraged.
More fundamentally, what's wrong with having a smaller population? The 1940 Census put the U.S. population at over 132 million. I was born the next year. We weren't exactly poor and starving. Today our population is almost 342 million, more than doubling in the space of 80 years. With immigration and a higher birth rate, it might be easy to double our population again, but it is inconceivable to me that my grandchildren would be better off in a much larger population.
Instead, it would be smart to have an open debate about the "right" population for the U.S. as global warming begins making the good life as we know it significantly more difficult. As of 2021, most the countries in the world now have fertility rates (the number of children that women of childbearing age are having, on average) below the replacement rate of 2.1 children and therefore are on course to have shrinking populations. One of the biggest contributions the U.S. could make to slowing global warming is to have a smaller population. It is also likely that a smaller population would be a more prosperous population.
Lex Rieffel, Washington
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How Trump is bypassing Los Angeles's sanctuary city hurdles
A new U.S. attorney in California has devised a way to make sure illegal migrants are deported.
By Marc Thiessen | 2025-06-12

Bilal "Bill" Essayli, U.S. attorney for the Central District of California, at a news conference in Los Angeles on Wednesday. (Aude Guerrucci/Reuters)


While the media has focused on President Donald Trump's deployment of the California National Guard to quell immigration riots in Los Angeles, there is a much more significant aspect of his crackdown on sanctuary cities and states. The Trump administration has found an innovative way to neutralize California's sanctuary policies, forcing local officials to hand over illegal migrants for deportation despite state and local sanctuary laws and policies that bar them from doing so.
California law enforcement officials can refuse to cooperate with "ICE detainers," requests from Immigration and Customs Enforcement to transfer illegal migrants held in local jails to federal immigration officials. That is because ICE detainers are nonbinding and can be disregarded by the local agency.
But Bill Essayli, Trump's recently appointed U.S. attorney for the Central District of California, has come up with a way to compel California's cooperation. Local officials can "ignore detainers, but they can't ignore [federal criminal] warrants," he told me in an interview.
So, in his first weeks in office, Essayli launched Operation Guardian Angel, a federal task force that is scanning criminal databases every day to identify illegal migrants arrested in the Los Angeles area, and then checking their fingerprints against immigration records to see whether they have previously been deported. If they have, Essayli charges them with illegal reentry, a federal crime, and obtains an arrest warrant from a federal judge, which cannot be ignored by sanctuary jurisdictions.
The operation has been underway for less than a month, but already California is being forced to hand over dozens of illegal migrants to ICE each week. Fox News's Bill Melugin reported on one of the first ICE detentions under Operation Guardian Angel of a previously deported illegal migrant, who had just been arrested in a robbery in the sanctuary jurisdiction of Los Angeles. Once the concept is proven there, the Justice Department can deploy Operation Guardian Angel across California -- and then nationwide. "It could be done in every sanctuary city," Essayli told me. "Every jurisdiction has access to these databases, and everyone who's booked in a jail has to be fingerprinted."
His pioneering effort will save lives. Indeed, if Operation Guardian Angel had been in place 10 years ago, Kate Steinle might still be alive today. In 2015, the young California woman was shot in the back on a San Francisco pier by an illegal migrant, Jose Ines Garcia Zarate, who was free because the city refused to honor an ICE detainer. Zarate had been deported five times and thus could easily have been charged with the federal crime of illegal reentry, which would have compelled San Francisco to hand him over to ICE.
According to police, in February an illegal migrant in the Los Angeles area named Jose Cristian Saravia-Sanchez shot and killed a 48-year-old father of two who interrupted him attempting to steal a neighbor's catalytic converter. Saravia-Sanchez had been arrested 11 times between June 2022 and August 2024, but Essayli says local law enforcement was prevented by state law from complying with an ICE detainer. Saravia-Sanchez was deported in 2013, so had Operation Guardian Angel been in effect, local police could have been forced to turn him over to ICE -- and two Inglewood boys might still have their father.
Stories such as this are why, Essayli said, most local sheriffs who have had their hands tied by sanctuary policies want to cooperate with ICE. "We briefed the sheriffs. A lot of the sheriffs were excited. They were like, 'We've been waiting for this.'" Others, he said, were incredulous when presented with their first federal arrest warrants. "They looked like they're having a heart attack," he said. "A lot of them were like, 'Well, what are these?' I said: 'It's a warrant. You deal with warrants every day. There's nothing different about this.'"
So far, he has faced no resistance from local law enforcement, Essayli said. He cautions that anyone interfering with the federal warrants will face serious consequences. I asked him what can be done if the illegal migrants found in criminal databases have not been previously deported. They could be charged with other federal crimes, Essayli said. "If they have a firearm, it could be possession of a firearm. If they have a drug offense, we can hit them with a drug offense. If they have fraud, we can charge fraud. There's a lot of charges we can take federally other than illegal reentry."
But gathering evidence for these crimes takes time, during which the suspects could be released. Charging migrants with illegal reentry is the fastest way to obtain a federal warrant. "It's a very simple case. You're here, you've clearly committed an offense because you're not supposed to be here," he says.
Essayli says that the politicians behind California's sanctuary policies are not only putting the lives of American citizens at risk but also making things worse for the illegal migrants they are purporting to protect. "If they had just complied or honored our ICE detainers, a lot of these people would just be processed administratively," he said. But by forcing him to get federal criminal warrants, "they are causing these illegal aliens to potentially have to serve prison time before their deportation."
This much is certain: The riots will be contained, and order will soon be restored to Los Angeles's streets. But Operation Guardian Angel is coming to a sanctuary city near you.
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My father saw me at my worst. I'm grateful he lived to see the rest.
"Until you figure your life out, I can't be part of it," he told me. Then I figured it out.
By Nick Dothee | 2025-06-12
Nick Dothee is a writer in Los Angeles.
My dad was dying the last time he asked me to take a selfie. Set aside the machines, the antiseptic and his labored breathing, and you wouldn't have known it. Anytime you asked how he was, he'd say, "Couldn't be better."
This day was no different. He looked at me and my sister, eyes foggy but still flickering with dry charm, and said, "Let's get a picture." We froze. My dad loved photos. Then he saw our faces, realizing how sick he looked, and changed his mind.
My sister looked at me. I knew what she was thinking: This is probably it. Aren't you glad you flew home?
He'd seen me close to death once, too. Years earlier, I stood outside my apartment in New York, chain-smoking and rehearsing a lie. "I couldn't work, I was performing in Fire Island," I told him over the phone. "Good for my career, but now I can't pay rent." He didn't ask questions. "Okay, Nick," he said.
Calls like that continued for years -- transactional, always urgent. My dad tolerated this until the meth. I landed in a cabin in Guerneville, California, with an older man I was using, and who was using me. We weren't partners -- just co-conspirators in a slow collapse. I told everyone I was regrouping for a fresh start in L.A. But my dad called my bluff. He wanted to see for himself.
"Come tomorrow," I said. The next morning, naked men were passed out or still tweaking. It felt as though no time had passed. "You promised we'd be presentable by noon." It was nearly 11. I texted my dad: "Don't come." I watched the dots appear, then disappear. All he wrote was: "Okay, Nick."
Twenty minutes later came a wall of sentences: I love you, but I can't do this anymore. You've burned every bridge. Until you figure your life out, I can't be part of it.
I was gutted. My father was my biggest fan. And now even he was gone. I stared at the message while someone passed me the pipe.
It took jail, a psych ward and finally inpatient rehab before I started to string together some sobriety. Early on, I called him a few times a week. This was new for both of us. "Hi, Dad." He sounded panicked. "That's all," I laughed. "How are you?"
At first, he didn't know what to do with these foreign phone calls. But they always ended the same way: "Hey Nick, I really appreciate you calling."
That summer, he flew to L.A. to see a ragtag musical the recovery community had put together. I sang under fluorescent church lights in borrowed shoes and gave it everything I had. He'd thought I'd never perform again. When the lights came up, I saw his face -- pride, relief, joy. A kind of peace I hadn't seen since I was a kid, when I still thought he'd always know what to do. Before I realized he was just surviving, too.
A lifelong public defender, my dad held court at the dinner table -- grilling us on ethics, expecting us to defend our opinions as if we were on the stand. We failed miserably. Once, I asked him, "What do you do if you think your client did it?" He didn't hesitate. "It's not my job to judge them. My job is to defend them to the best of my ability."
That was my dad. He believed everyone deserved someone in their corner, even if -- especially if -- they'd made a mess of things. When he saw me put my life back together -- without shortcuts, without spin -- it made sense to him. When I finished DUI school, he was so impressed, he told everyone. It was the defense he couldn't give me, happening on my own terms.
But he wasn't perfect. He drank every day -- mostly functioning, often fun, but sober only if he was in the hospital. So when he drew a line around my addiction, it landed hard. We never talked about his drinking. Only mine. But when I got a year sober, he said, "I couldn't do what you've done." That's how I knew he saw it, too.
The last time I saw him without the tubes and pumps was about a year before he got sick, on his porch. "You know my favorite song you sing?" he asked. "That Joseph song. The coat one." "'Any Dream Will Do'? Why that one?" I asked. He sang, "I closed my eyes, drew back the curtain ... ." I realized later it wasn't about the song but the image -- me in white, in light. Hopeful. That's how he wanted to remember me. Not what happened after.
If he had died without seeing me sober, I would've carried the guilt for a lifetime. But he saw me. And I saw him. And I got to tell him he did right by me, as time bent in the hospital. He was slipping in and out. The machine forcing air into his lungs clicked and pumped. I kissed his white hair and whispered, "You did a good job."
He didn't respond right away. Then, gravelly and faint: "You did, too."
We didn't take the picture, but I can still see him. He looked nothing like himself. And yet I never saw him more clearly.
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Trump unloads his 2020 demons onto the rest of America
From protests to public health, the president is undoing the events that humiliated him during his first term.
By Philip Bump | 2025-06-12

A U.S. flag lies tattered near a line of police officers in D.C. in the early morning hours of May 31, 2020. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post) 


It should by now be apparent to every American that much of the past five years of Republican politics has been rooted in the protests that unfolded in mid-2020. George Floyd's death in Minneapolis that May sparked national Black Lives Matter protests, demonstrations supercharged by the energy that had built up during coronavirus-related restrictions. But while protests sporadically spiraled into violence, the morality (and popularity) of the issue was clear. Even corporations sided with the protesters and against systemic racism, hastening to publish sympathetic social media posts and implement internal checks against bias.
A big chunk of the energy powering those protests also stemmed from opposition to the sitting president, Donald Trump. When he lost his bid for reelection that November, that energy dissipated. Or, really, migrated -- from the anti-administration left to the anti-administration right.
The advent of the Biden administration brought with it a specific right-wing response to the previous year's events: Nefarious lefties were using "critical race theory" to indoctrinate children against White people and against America. Eventually, that esoteric target was replaced with "diversity, equity and inclusion" initiatives or the more explicitly subjective "woke."
It was a message Trump's mostly White base could get behind: Black and Hispanic and gay people were trying to steal attention and power that was rightfully theirs. So, when Trump returned to the White House in January, he signed executive orders and appointed staff who offered a blanket response, culling mentions and images of non-White and non-heterosexual people from government websites, grants and processes. Latent systemic racism became explicit.
But Trump had other 2020 defeats to avenge, ones that were specific to him rather than to his base. And, since returning to the White House, he's focused on them, too -- fervently and ferociously.
The most obvious is the election itself, a trauma that you might assume had been exorcised with his victory last November. But that was not enough for Trump. Again president, Trump signed an executive order focused on "election security," a term used to suggest that elections are somehow insecure, which they aren't. He used his power as president to target law firms that helped federal prosecutors investigating his efforts to retain power after his 2020 loss. He asked the Justice Department to gin up an investigation targeting a member of his first administration who had publicly (and accurately) said the 2020 election was fair. Those seeking jobs with the current administration, meanwhile, have been screened to determine whether they accept Trump's false allegations about his defeat.
At the moment, the White House is centrally focused on another 2020 dispute: the deployment of military personnel to put down protests. There are numerous reports of Trump having wanted to use deadly force against people participating in the post-Floyd BLM demonstrations, including by invoking the Insurrection Act, allowing for the use of the armed forces. His defense secretary at the time, Mark T. Esper, rejected that idea, contributing to his eventual removal from that position.
It's been obvious for some time that Trump regrets acceding to that constraint. On his first day in office this year, he tasked his team with identifying whether the Insurrection Act might be used to address immigration. The recent protests in Los Angeles gave him a real-world opportunity to dispatch the military against protesters he sees as ideological opponents.
An administration source who spoke to Axios admitted that the events of five years ago were central to Trump's L.A. response.
"What's driving the president is how the riots of 2020 are seared into his brain," that source said, "and how he wished he could've sent in the troops to end it."
(Trump isn't the only one seeking vindication on his 2020 position on this issue.)
On Tuesday, Trump visited Fort Bragg in North Carolina where, in a speech to troops, he touted his heavy-handed and well-armed approach to the pockets of protests in California. His speech was often explicitly political, with soldiers seated on risers behind him cheering along. Military.com later reported that the soldiers had been vetted to, among other things, ensure their support for Trump.
Presumably aware of that qualification, Army Secretary Daniel Driscoll praised the event during an appearance on Fox News on Wednesday morning, touting Trump's "incredible connection as commander in chief with his army."
This, too, is a shift since 2020. Then, Trump's frequent efforts to depict the military as "his" crashed into leadership that appreciated the need to maintain a wall between politics and the military. When Gen. Mark A. Milley, then the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, joined Trump for what turned out to be a photo op at a church across from the White House in June 2020, Milley apologized for appearing to take a side in partisan politics. He and others reportedly later planned how to oppose any effort by Trump to use the military to retain power.
The current leadership of the military is unlikely to similarly balk at any effort by Trump to treat the armed forces as an extension of himself. The alacrity with which Defense Secretary (and Fox News alum) Pete Hegseth signed onto Trump's decision to deploy troops to Los Angeles made that very obvious. (Hegseth has been as enthusiastic about that mission as he has been about attacking DEI and "woke garbage.") Contrast Hegseth's response to the June 2020 comments of Jim Mattis, Trump's first defense secretary during his first term: "Keeping public order rests with civilian state and local leaders who best understand their communities and are answerable to them."
Filling his Cabinet with sycophants such as Hegseth is another way in which Trump is rejecting the constraints of 2020. Hegseth instead of Mattis or Esper. Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem instead of John Kelly. Attorney General Pam Bondi instead of William P. Barr.
And then there is Robert F. Kennedy Jr. The final full year of Trump's first term was dominated by the emergence of the coronavirus, a situation that demanded a balance between the economy and public health. Trump, with an eye toward reelection, was centrally focused on the former, meaning that he was often at odds with -- and in conflict with -- administration officials centered on the latter. The country's top infectious-disease expert, Anthony S. Fauci, became a central scapegoat for Trump. The president blamed Fauci for advocating the wearing of masks and restrictions on in-person interactions, recommendations aimed at limiting infections but ones that were unpopular with Trump's base. With Kennedy now leading the country's public health efforts (and similarly inclined officials fleshing out other such roles), there is little chance Trump will again need to worry about having to compete with a doctor on who knows more about medicine.
There are other conflicts that flared up in 2020 and have been a focus of Trump's this year. (Remember his fights with Harvard University then?) But we should also note an event that occurred in 2021 and has been a central part of Trump's efforts to un-lose his past losses: the Capitol riot. On his first day back in office, he issued a blanket pardon to even the most violent actors that day. His administration agreed to pay millions of dollars to the family of the woman shot and killed while she attempted to enter a secure area inside the building. His appointee to run the FBI has promised to reveal some hidden truth about that day, playing into conspiracy theories about government involvement. Bondi, for her part, on Wednesday said that the events of Jan. 6, 2021, were "very different" than the protests in Los Angeles -- suggesting that the latter was worse.
A lot of things happened in 2020 that Donald Trump didn't like. During the first six months of 2025, he has expended a lot of energy and presidential power on reversing those things or trying to make it the policy of the federal government that they didn't occur.
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This is truly the darkest, dumbest timeline
Dr. Phil, ICE raids, the L.A. protests and why America 2025 feels uniquely surreal.
By Monica Hesse | 2025-06-12

Law enforcement officers stand guard amid protests in Los Angeles on Tuesday. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Before we go any further, I need to get one quick piece of information in here, which we can then return to later: A person you have all heard of was apparently embedded with Immigration and Customs Enforcement during the Los Angeles raids that led us to this hellish week, and that person was Dr. Phil.
Carrying on.
A side effect of researching and writing novels set during the World War II era is that I am always trying to figure out where America is on that timeline. What can history teach us? Where were the off-ramps that our great-grandparents should have taken -- and that we still could? This is like the burning of the Reichstag, I remember seeing people ominously declare on Twitter, back when it was Twitter, back on Jan. 6, 2021, as pro-Trump rioters stormed the Capitol and tried to overturn an election.
But those rioters didn't burn down the building, unlike the German government's Reichstag, which was nearly destroyed by arson shortly after Adolf Hitler was sworn in as chancellor, an event that he exploited  to lock in Nazi rule. So instead of Jan. 6 ushering in the American equivalent of the Malicious Practices Act and the Enabling Act, it ushered in Joe Biden. The presidential election was certified, and the Republic held.
Besides, as I told myself then in an act of hopeful self-reassurance, would a truly history-altering incident of domestic terrorism look so ... tacky? Geniuses these fellas were not: The attempted insurrection was carried out by, for example, a "QAnon shaman" who wore a pseudo-Viking helmet and face paint, as if he'd gotten lost on his way to a Big Ten game, and a dude cheerfully nodding to the camera as he stole House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's lectern.
But then four years passed, President Donald Trump came back, and so we had to restart the timeline. The convicted Capitol stormers have been rebranded as heroes, and on Monday night the president ordered 2,000 National Guard troops and to 700 active-duty Marines to California. Their ostensible job was to control protests related to ICE raids -- protests that the  Democratic governor, Gavin Newsom, had said were under control. These troops  were added to the 2,000 that Trump had already deployed just a few days before. None of these service members, according to Newsom, had been requested by the state.
It was the first time since the 1960s that a president had federalized the National Guard  without a governor's consent. We might point out that when it happened back then, it was to protect Americans' right to protest, rather than to quash it. I hope that the troops sent to safeguard Martin Luther King Jr.'s 1965 march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, felt immensely proud of the service they'd pledged to their country. I wonder if the ones sent to California this weekend, allegedly "wildly underprepared," without food, water or accommodations, and forced to sleep in what appeared in one photo to be a loading dock -- arriving to police their fellow countrymen for protesting the raids ripping apart families -- ever wished they'd just volunteered for a local food pantry.
Was this the Reichstag moment, then? The sitting president makes a false flag out of California's real strife and uses it as an excuse to put boots on the ground and effectively eliminate the ability to protest? "We'll have to see what happens next," I told a chatty stranger at the neighborhood coffee shop, trying to explain what I was writing about. "Is this just about making an example of California? Or is the National Guard going to be deployed for every protest now?"
Then the coffee shop buddy asked me what year the Reichstag burning took place, and I said 1933, and then she said, so does this mean we're in 1933? And I said ... no?
No, I don't think we're there. Maybe it's in three years? Maybe we already passed it? Maybe it's never?
The trouble with trying to compare anything to the timeline of World War II is that you really don't ever want to compare anything to the timeline of World War II. The tragedies then were both unfathomable and specific, unique to a time and place. Trying to line them up with where we are now only gets you labeled as either suffering from Trump derangement syndrome or as being dismissive of human atrocities the scale of which the United States has not, in the 20th or 21st centuries, come close to approaching. Thankfully.
And the other reason I didn't know how to answer this is that Dr. Phil, whose full name is Phil McGraw, had embedded with ICE.
As reported by CNN, America's most famous television psychologist was at L.A.'s ICE headquarters Friday and had "exclusive" sit-down interview time scheduled with Trump's border czar, Tom Homan. I haven't seen that interview yet, but I'm sure that when I do it will melt part of my brain. This wasn't the first time McGraw has embedded with ICE (he participated on a ride-along in January), but for millions of viewers, he's still the guy who tells you how to reignite the spark in your marriage. He started his career on "Oprah."
The timeline we find ourselves in now is also unfathomable and specific, unique to our time and place, and I think a lot about how to categorize it. Everything that happens is horrifying, and everything that happens is also a little silly.
We have sinister footage of ICE officers pulling up their masks before accosting unsuspecting immigrants who were dutifully showing up for their court dates, and we have rumors that the Department of Homeland Security was considering a reality show in which immigrants would compete for fast-tracked citizenship.
We have Trump throwing a military parade on his birthday this weekend -- an armored tank-filled extravaganza that, against the backdrop of Los Angeles, comes across as threatening more than festive. But don't worry: There will also be, news reports tell us, "two mules and a dog." (What would the dog be doing? I immediately wondered. Performing tricks? Jumping out of an airplane with the Navy SEALs? The mind immediately conjures up a not-implausible scenario in which a shepherd solemnly approaches the presidential box, sinks to its ... knees? elbows? ... and presents Melania Trump with an American flag.)
We have the secretary of health and human services on Monday unceremoniously removing all 17 members of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's vaccine advisory committee, i.e. the panel of thoroughly vetted experts who recommend which immunizations should be available to Americans. "An unmitigated public health disaster," the chair of the infectious-disease committee for the American Academy of Pediatrics told the New York Times. But because everything that happens now must not only be worrisome but also bizarre: The anti-vaccine secretary in question is Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the black sheep of America's most famous political dynasty, and his influencer evangelists make social media posts about how chickpeas might kill you.
There's a surrealness to living in this timeline, which feels particularly American. Our racist past, our manifest destiny, our huddled masses yearning to be free, Norman Rockwell -- all of it has been placed in a blender with YouTube podcasts, AI slop, the manosphere, "The Real Housewives," ancient Rome and ancient reruns of "Cops," and this is the aesthetic through which we are projecting and processing how to make America great.
It's ICE raids + Dr. Phil, it's vaccine skepticism + fresh-squeezed MAHA influencers, it's insurrection + Bass Pro tourists cavorting through the hallowed halls of Congress threatening to hang Vice President Mike Pence. It's a joke, but it's not, but it could be, but just when you think it is, ICE might barge into the restaurant and deport your uncle.
Shortly after I started this essay, Derek Guy, a smart, sartorial  critic known as the Menswear Guy on X, revealed online that he is undocumented. His family emigrated from Vietnam when he was an infant. His post was emotional and honest. His immigration status, which  he'd had no control over, "has made every interaction with the law much scarier," he wrote. "It has shaped which opportunities I could or could not get. It has taken an emotional toll, as this legal issue hangs over your head like a black cloud."
Another X user took the opportunity to tag JD Vance, joking that Vance could "do the funniest thing ever," which presumably meant, deport him.
And Vance, who is the sitting vice president of the United States, responded to that user by posting a meme of Jack Nicholson smiling and nodding.
And then the official account of the Department of Homeland Security responded by posting a GIF from the movie "Spy Kids," in which the boy spy kid uses a techy device to zoom in on his target.
Meaning, I guess, that they will hunt down Guy? Or that they want him to know they could? Ha ha who knows?
On Tuesday, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said he anticipated military personnel would remain in L.A. -- where they had not been requested, where they were not wanted -- for 60 days. Newsom is launching lawsuits to get them out of there. There's always the possibility that they leave California only to pop up in New York, Georgia, Virginia, Illinois. There's always the possibility that they never leave at all.
It's not 1933. I don't know when we are. It's all so stupid. I think we might die.
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What's really behind the spectacular Trump-Musk feud?
As with so many conflicts, the root causes aren't what's being talked about.
By Amanda Ripley | 2025-06-12

President Donald Trump gestures while speaking to Elon Musk in the Oval Office on March 14. (Roberto Schmidt/AFP/Getty Images)


In political feuds and ugly divorces, there is usually the fight you can see, which is repetitive and not particularly interesting, and then there's the one you can't -- the thing the fight is really about. I like to call this the "understory." The quarrel between Donald Trump and Elon Musk last week seemed to be about the president's budget bill.
But that's like saying the Aaron Burr-Alexander Hamilton duel was about the 1804 race for governor of New York. It's incomplete -- and it lets everyone avoid talking about the actual problem.
Feuding individuals can rarely identify the real understory themselves, unfortunately. It feels too dangerous to own up to. Sometimes, they don't even know what it is. But the rest of us can help. Journalists in particular can illuminate the understory as they would any other important and complicated topic, instead of simply repeating and amplifying each new diss, over and over.
We are, as a country, trapped in a vicious cycle of intractable political conflict, in case anyone hasn't noticed. Though it might feel unique to America and our zany billionaires and smack-talking politicians, it is not. Breaking free of this trap is hard, but it starts with learning to recognize what's in the shadows.
The understory usually reveals what we really need to fight about. Which is important, because there are a lot of things we do need to hash out. We're less likely to get distracted by nonsense fights once we know what the understory is. Luckily, the missing piece is usually about the same four things. You can play this game at home, like bingo for politics -- or for that fight you keep having with your partner.
Ready? Here we go:
Most of the time, our feuds are really about 1. respect and recognition; 2. power and control; 3. care and concern (e.g., "Do you love me?"); or 4. stress and anxiety (as in, "I'm exhausted and depleted, and I'm taking it out on you"). These four, according to the work of psychologist Howard J. Markman and psychotherapist Esther Perel, as well as my own experience training and interviewing people in conflict, contain most of our grievances. It's not a long list.
Consider Alexander Hamilton, lionized by the musical of the same name. What was his understory? Well, he was a fairly abrasive personality, it turns out. By the time he drew pistols with Burr, he'd been involved in as many as 10 "affairs of honor." On one particularly fraught summer day in 1795, Hamilton issued two challenges in a single afternoon, as historian Joanne B. Freeman chronicled in her 2001 book. The fracas started over a public argument about a treaty with the British. Soon insults were flying, followed by rocks, one of which hit Hamilton in the head.
Five years later, Burr got ahold of something Hamilton had written privately, in which he criticized John Adams, and Burr got it published -- embarrassing and enraging Hamilton. Then, after the 1804 New York governor's race, which Burr lost, a letter published in an Albany newspaper claimed that Hamilton had called Burr a "dangerous man ... not to be trusted." In response, Burr challenged Hamilton to a duel, which Hamilton accepted. (I'm leaving out hundreds of factual details because, well, they don't matter much. High conflict is not fueled by facts.)
Each of Hamilton's many beefs had a similar theme: He felt disrespected. Which is to say, he felt that he had been up on high, in a special place of superiority, and then been publicly brought low. As Nelson Mandela once said, "There is nobody more dangerous than one who has been humiliated, even when you humiliate him rightly."
But how could one extraordinarily powerful man feel humiliated so often? A 2025 study published in the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology suggests at least three possibilities. First, narcissistic people tend to feel snubbed more often than other people. Every slight feels worse for them, on average, than it would for the rest of us.
Secondly, narcissistic people tend to be snubbed more often, perhaps because of how unpleasant they are to be around. Third, being ostracized tends to make people more narcissistic! Call it a diabolical feedback loop.
Like Hamilton, Musk and Trump often feel they have been wronged. Respect and recognition seem to be an understory they share, driving one modern-day "duel" after the next. Before he became president, Trump and his businesses were involved in 4,095 lawsuits, according to an analysis by USA Today. And Musk has famously clashed with tech moguls, a Brazilian Supreme Court justice and his own child, among others.
If you never talk about the understory, you are doomed to spend a lifetime in dysfunctional conflict. In the end, everyone suffers, to different degrees. Hamilton ended up dying of a gunshot wound to the abdomen, leaving behind a family and significant debt. Burr was charged with murder. Though he faced no serious legal consequences, his reputation never recovered.
It would be amazing if people such as Musk and Trump would start talking about the understories of their feuds. Instead of "whatever," Musk could say, "Why don't you trust me anymore?" Instead of "He just went CRAZY," Trump could say, "Why don't you like me anymore?" But it's easier to sling dirt.
For now, we can try to do this ourselves, in our own lives. We can look and listen for the undercurrents of our own conflicts with those we love. Then we can have the right fight -- the one we actually need to have.
And instead of repeating our leaders' insults, journalists could ask better questions, such as: Were Trump and Musk always this fragile? How long did their past feuds with others last? Did they get worse as they got older and more powerful? What makes them change their mind and forget a past slight, when they do? What makes people narcissistic, and how do narcissistic people become less narcissistic, if they do?
And: If we understood narcissism and conflict better, would we be less likely to become so fascinated by these individuals? That might be the understory of our era.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/06/12/trump-musk-feud-underlying-story/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Ahoy! It's Trump's USS Protectionism. Hope it has plenty of life jackets.
The president's spending bill and tariffs could send the ship of state into dangerous waters. 
By Mitch Daniels | 2025-06-12

President Donald Trump exits Marine One at Joint Base Andrews on June 6. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images)


For friends of freedom, no event is more enjoyable, and affirming, than the collapse of a monumental project launched by some supersized, authoritarian government. The more grandiose the endeavor, the better. Such failures may not rein in the hubris of their initiators, but at least they are instructive to the societies around them.
And when the catastrophe involves the personal pet project of a megalomaniac leader, the lesson is especially edifying.
Hence one watched with delight the disastrous debut last month of North Korea's newest naval vessel, which rolled over and partially sank  in front of dictator Kim Jong Un. The 5,000 ton, almost 500-foot-long Choe Hyon-class destroyer was to have been Kim's new pride and joy, the latest step in his pretensions to world power and prestige.
The ship was reportedly rushed to completion to please the "Respected Comrade General Secretary." An unorthodox sideways launch procedure combined with a top-heavy design and overladen weapons systems to produce a comedic calamity.
The fiasco was especially funny to those of us who frown on Big Government, but the North Korean officials who have been "detained" over what Kim labeled an "unpardonable crime" surely aren't laughing. If they're even still breathing.
Kim's folly stands in a long line of dictatorial disasters. The Great Leaps Forward and five-year plans of the past century furnished ample evidence of the wisdom of the Hayeks and others who have warned against the "fatal conceit" of overweening government ambition. But history already was replete with instruction on the point, including one precise precursor.
In three years, some of us will celebrate the 400th anniversary of the Vasa, my favorite example of such hubris, and a metaphor for the inherent flaws of pomposity in government. In August 1628, the world's largest warship was launched in Stockholm harbor, on the orders of Swedish King Gustavus Adolphus, who had demanded such a vessel for his campaigns of Baltic conquest.
At 226 feet and over 1,200 tons, the ship carried a then-astonishing 64 heavy bronze cannons and was beautifully decorated in honor of the great king and his plans for a glorious victory. An extra deck was required to house all this armament and equipment.

The Vasa is on display at the Vasa Museum in Stockholm. (Jonathan Nackstrand/AFP via Getty Images)


The riskiness of this unprecedented, unstable design was recognized by the king's minions. But as was most assuredly true of Kim's destroyer, no one had the courage to bring these hazards to the king's attention, let alone to challenge his demands and argue with him about the wisdom of moving forward. In a scene one dearly wishes had been captured on someone's smartphone, the massive Vasa majestically slid down its ramp, traveled some 1,400 yards, was hit by a gust of wind and rolled over, sinking in front of a large crowd.
The stories of the Vasa and North Korea's destroyer comprise all the elements of personalized government run amok. Inflated, unrealistic and impractical ambitions. A willful, puffed-up leader eager to demonstrate his own superior insight and put his stamp on history. A sycophantic courtier class with no one gutsy enough to tell the Great Man that the damn thing won't work.
We have to hope we're not headed for a Vasa moment of our own. Analogies are certainly available. The "Big Beautiful Bill" now in Congress, with an essential core of avoiding a massive tax increase, has a top-heavy upper deck of its own: think no taxes on tips, overtime or auto loan interest and an increase of the indefensible federal deduction for state and local taxes.
But the closer, and more worrisome, comparison is our own maritime monstrosity, the USS Protectionism. While out of dry dock, it is still close to shore, not yet fully testing its fitness for the open seas. If ordered to sally forth and do all-out tariff battle with our trading partners, it is likely to meet its own tragic fate, in economic suffering here at home, coupled with long-term damage to valuable international relationships.
The Trump administration has plenty of people who know how dangerous and impractical the full-bore tariff policy would be. One of them should say so, and if it means resigning or being fired, so be it.
Many Republicans in Congress see the risks and know as well that unfettered presidential authority to set tariffs -- which is to say, tax levels -- violates the spirit and likely the letter of the Constitution. Credit to those few who have advocated the recapture of the legislature's rightful Article I jurisdiction.
Archaeologists recovered the Vasa in 1961, and with it the remains of some of its sailors and passenger soldiers. Until someone tells the president that his beloved ship isn't seaworthy, we're all passengers  -- and all in jeopardy.
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How Putin could open a new and dangerous front against Ukraine
Moldova says Moscow is interfering in its upcoming election. That could spell trouble for Kyiv.
By Jim Geraghty | 2025-06-12

Vehicles wait in line at the border between Moldova and Transnistria in Varnita on Jan. 17. (Daniel Mihailescu/AFP/Getty Images) 


You're forgiven if you haven't spent a lot of time thinking about Moldova's parliamentary elections coming up in September. Moldova's not a member of NATO or the European Union, and unless there's a bottle of Moldovan wine on the table, most Americans don't give the small southeastern European nation much thought. It is the least-visited country in Europe.
But Moldovan Prime Minister Dorin Recean told the Financial Times last week that Russia was meddling in the country's election, working to put in office a more friendly government that would allow Moscow to deploy more soldiers to Transnistria.
You won't find Transnistria labeled on a lot of maps. In the eyes of almost the entire world, it's not a real country; it's just a rogue region of Moldova that has acted independently since 1992, and a de facto colony of Moscow. Few in their right mind would choose to visit a pseudo-country that still has a hammer and sickle on its flag; the State Department urges potential visitors to "reconsider travel." I was next door in Ukraine in August 2023, so I decided to check it out.
If Epcot's World Showcase had designed a pavilion to emulate the Soviet Union, it would look a lot like Transnistria. A giant statue of Vladimir Lenin stands in front of the parliament building, which is just a few blocks from Lenin Street. The country's largest and most influential company is run by a former KGB officer. I had lunch at the U.S.S.R. Canteen, which I can best describe as the Hard Rock Cafe from an alternate dimension where the Soviet Union won the Cold War -- the walls were plastered with old Soviet art and newspaper headlines, old Soviet military uniforms and portraits of Soviet leaders, and a television was showing a Russian soap opera.
Transnistria is a Russian-influenced "frozen conflict" zone and disputed territory, a sliver of land in a narrow valley stretching north-south along the bank of the Dniester River, with Moldova on one side and Ukraine on the other. And I do mean a sliver; Transnistria is so narrow that in some stretches, you can drive from one side of the country to another in just a few minutes.
That thin strip adds up to 1,607 square miles -- smaller than Delaware but strategically located, covering 252 miles of Ukraine's southwestern border. All checkpoints between Transnistria and Ukraine have been closed since the start of the war.
The border between Moldova and Transnistria is usually peaceful, but there are Russian soldiers who serve as "peacekeepers" at the checkpoints. Transnistria is reportedly home to 1,500 Russian soldiers, a combination of deployed Russians and local recruits, although it seems like a long time since anyone has published a reliable head count.   The Moldovan government in Chisinau considers the presence of Russian troops in Transnistria illegal and has repeatedly called for their removal.
One of the reasons the number of Russian soldiers in Transnistria is so low is that getting them there isn't easy: Ukraine is on one side, and Moldova the other, and neither country is willing to accept the transport of Russian soldiers, weapons and vehicles through its territory or allow Russian planes to fly through its  airspace.
Unless, of course, a new Moldovan government has a sudden change of heart about Russia after the next parliamentary election. For years, Russia has flooded Moldova with disinformation and funneled illicit cash to pro-Russian opposition parties.
Recean said in April that Russian agents spent around $217 million -- nearly 1 percent of Moldova's gross domestic product  -- on efforts to buy votes last year in its presidential election and European Union referendum. (This would be like someone spending almost $300 billion on influencing an election in the United States. Even deep-pocketed Elon Musk spent just $291 million last cycle.) In the Moldovan election last year, Moldovans narrowly voted in favor of a constitutional amendment to state their desire to join the European Union, 50.5 percent to 49.6 percent. Incumbent President Maia Sandu, who supports E.U. membership and is a critic of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, was reelected to a second (and final) term.
For Moldova, the Russian invasion of Ukraine and its consequences are uncomfortably close; Russian missiles and debris have landed on Moldovan soil at least six times so far during the war. Recean told the Financial Times that he believes Russian President Vladimir Putin would like to put 10,000 troops there, based on "intelligence assessments."
Life in wartime Ukraine has few guarantees, but at least the Ukrainians have been able to know the attacks are coming from the north and east, and south from Crimea. If Russia manages to sway the Moldovan government and station 10,000 troops in Transnistria, suddenly Ukraine's southwestern border would also become vulnerable.
The Moldovan government becoming another pawn of Putin sounds like the sort of thing that the U.S. government ought to worry about. But it's June, and President Donald Trump hasn't even nominated a candidate to be U.S. ambassador to Moldova. Or next-door Romania. Or Ukraine. Or Russia. Or ... well, you get the idea.
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Sherrill's race for New Jersey governor points the way for Democrats
The party should pay attention to the blue state that swung sharply to the right last year.
By Karen Tumulty | 2025-06-11

Democratic candidate for governor Mikie Sherrill attends a Latinos for Mikie event at the Rancho Mateo restaurant on May 24. (Aristide Economopoulos/For The Washington Post)


As Democrats seek a way out of the wilderness, they should be paying attention to what just happened -- and is about to happen -- in a blue state that swung sharply to the right in last year's presidential race.
In Tuesday's New Jersey primary elections, Rep. Mikie Sherrill (D) easily prevailed over five other contenders to win her party's nomination for governor; Republicans overwhelmingly picked Jack Ciattarelli, a business executive and former state representative who four years ago nearly knocked off Democratic incumbent Phil Murphy.
New Jersey is one of two states -- the other is Virginia -- that hold their gubernatorial contests in the year following presidential elections and are therefore seen as bellwethers of national politics.
Most surprising about Tuesday's vote, Sherrill told me the morning after her victory, was the surge in Democratic turnout. "We had almost 800,000 people voting in this primary. That's unheard of," she said. The number, she added, "shows you the passion people have, shows you what's coming in November here."
All of which is a sharp contrast from November 2024, when Donald Trump came within only six points of winning New Jersey, a state he had lost to Joe Biden by 16 points four years earlier. The main reason was a sharp drop-off in the number of Democrats showing up to vote.
No doubt, part of the Democratic resurgence was fueled by record spending by the candidates and outside groups. But Sherrill, the only woman running for New Jersey governor in either party, is also a politician of rare talents and with a dazzling life story.
She is a U.S. Naval Academy graduate who piloted helicopters on missions in Europe and the Middle East and a former federal prosecutor who holds a degree from the London School of Economics. As a moderate first-time candidate in 2018, Sherrill flipped a congressional district that had been held by Republicans for decades. She is also a mother of four, whose daughter and son will be enrolling at Annapolis this summer.
As a gubernatorial candidate, Sherrill has focused heavily on making life in New Jersey more affordable. But she rejects the advice from some that Democrats should be running exclusively on kitchen table issues.
"I'm like, well, if I'm not talking about rights and freedoms, why am I running here? I've taken multiple oaths to the Constitution. I'm not backing away from that," she said. "I'm not somehow going to cave to Trump, because he's trying to shred the Constitution and ignore the courts and the governors and the states and attack the very people he's supposed to serve. I'm not going to just say nothing."
In Washington, Sherrill shared an apartment for four years with fellow lawmaker Abigail Spanberger, who is unopposed in Tuesday's Virginia Democratic primary for governor. Last year, I wrote about the two of them, and how their shared background in national security -- Spanberger had been an undercover CIA officer -- made them impatient with the processes and gridlock that are endemic to Capitol Hill.
"I truly believed, and still believe, that the front line of the battle is in the states, that it's truly in the states where we need to stand up for people," Sherrill told me Wednesday. "We need to provide effective governance for people, especially in the wake of the chaos from Washington, and we need to protect people."
This race has the potential to be a brutal one. Though no Republican has won New Jersey's presidential vote since 1988, its governorship has often swung between the two parties. The GOP believes Ciattarelli is well positioned to win this year, in part because of dissatisfaction with the leadership of Murphy, who has been in office eight years and is term-limited.
"Make no mistake, Mikie Sherrill is Phil Murphy 2.0," Ciattarelli said in his victory speech Tuesday night.
But Trump will loom heavily in the race. Though Ciattarelli in 2015 referred to the celebrity real estate developer as a "charlatan" who was "not fit to be president of the United States," he has since fallen into line and was boosted in his race this year by Trump's endorsement.
"Jack, who after getting to know and understand MAGA, has gone ALL IN, and is now 100% (PLUS!)," Trump wrote last month on his social media site.
Sherrill, for her part, said: "I think the people of New Jersey are ready for this fight. I mean, it's going to be a tough one, but we're all ready, because it's our future." How well she does may also spell what lies in the future for her party.
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Oops! Nuclear war!
Plus: ICE arrests and protests. Baby bonds.
By Drew Goins | 2025-06-11
In today's edition:

(Cristiana Couceiro/For The Washington Post) 


If I had a nickel for every time two nuclear submarines cruising the whole wide ocean nevertheless managed to bump into one another by accident, I would have at least three nickels, which isn't a lot, I suppose, but is still worryingly close to buying me a gumball should such indulgences exist in a postapocalyptic future.
In the next entry in Post Opinions' series on our new nuclear age, researchers Hans Kristensen, Matt Korda, Eliana Johns and Allie Maloney of the Federation of American Scientists use the collisions to illuminate the disconcerting likelihood that if nuclear war breaks out, it will be the result of an oopsie.
"Human error was a constant feature" of the Cold War, they write, "and will remain an endemic risk in the new nuclear age -- with more actors, faster and more complex technology, and more points of conflict and tension." Read through their many examples of close shaves over the years; it is chilling to recognize that the fate of humanity might rest on the axiom that "pobody's nerfect."
Meanwhile, charred landscapes don't exist merely in the mind's eye of residents of the United States' second-largest city; scars caused by January's fires still mark vast swaths of Los Angeles.
Author Jennifer Allen spent the months after the devastation chronicling the slow recovery. Her essay introduces so many people who lost everything and didn't know how to find, well, anything.
"Every day I visited," Allen writes of one person, "I saw Milo devotedly searching through the rubble. Once when I asked him what he was looking for, he replied flatly, 'my life.'"
Allen wonders: "How do we recover from what we weren't prepared for? How do we recover from what we may never recover from? How do we recover what is unrecoverable?"
Chaser: In case you missed it, here's the nuclear scientists' scene-setter for the series on our new era of existential threat.




From Philip Bump's analysis of how President Donald Trump has dramatically increased ICE's targeting of non-criminals. By contrast, between early 2019 and the beginning of this year, only about 1 in 16 ICE arrests were of non-criminals. Now, many of those being detained are from categories of people that even Trump supporters don't want deported.
Philip writes that Trump and his administration churn out rhetoric that suggests the country is teeming with dangerous migrants here illegally and that they are the ones being swept up, but Philip says that "these are not statements that serious people should take seriously." Likewise, the soldiers deployed to the immigration protests in L.A. are there as much "to bolster the idea that danger exists" as to stave off any real danger.
Perry Bacon points out another stark disparity: At the end of Joe Biden's presidency, ICE was making 700 to 900 arrests a day; now, under a quota implemented by Trump, it's reaching for 3,000. Of course, non-criminals are going to be caught in this massive dragnet, and it's to be expected that the unprecedented enforcement efforts (making arrests at clothing stores and in Home Depot parking lots) are going to spark protests.
Might these demonstrations centered in Los Angeles be a turning point? On the latest episode of "Impromptu," host Molly Roberts and guests James Hohmann and Leon Krauze agree that it seems pretty safe to say this is not what Trump supporters voted for. It just might be that they are waking up with the rest of the country -- a country ready for democracy to put authoritarianism in its place.
Chaser: David Ignatius writes that Democrats need to find some credibility on immigration -- an issue they have criminally mismanaged -- if they are to seize this moment.
There's a proposal in the One Big Beautiful Bill that's being called "Trump accounts," under which every American kid born in the next four years gets a thousand bucks in a tax-free account that families can put up to $5,000 in each year.
Sure, families could use $1,000 along with their bundle of joy (and bills), write Rep. Ayanna Pressley (D-Massachusetts) and economist Darrick Hamilton. But the two say they have a much better plan for closing the wealth gap: baby bonds.
It starts with the same $1K, but then each year after, the government pours in a little more, commensurate with family income. At 18, the titular baby, all grown up, gets to put the money toward college or a home or a business venture.
"Rather than simply encouraging investment by those who already have the money," Pressley and Hamilton write, "baby bonds seek to ensure that everyone has a meaningful stake in the economy and an opportunity to build financial stability and wealth."
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Nuclear error --
Minuteman, meet Mulligan
Rechristened missile
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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What would music be without the Beach Boys' Brian Wilson? God only knows.
The giant of the Beach Boys taught me how to listen.
By Alyssa Rosenberg | 2025-06-11

Brian Wilson performs in 1980. (Gary Cameron/The Washington Post) 


For rock connoisseurs, it's decidedly uncool to love the Beach Boys. Why choose the corny regional sexual stereotypes of "California Girls" over the frank lust of "I Saw Her Standing There"? or the snarl of "(I Can't Get No) Satisfaction"? What could those matching vertical striped shirts possibly have on the Beatles' sharp suits or Bob Dylan's untamed curls? Is there really that much lyrical potential in American muscle cars?
But if the Beach Boys lost the 1960s culture wars, the band entered the pantheon of pop immortality anyway. The reason: Brian Wilson, who has died  at 82.
The Beach Boys were my first stop when I began my journey through my parents' vinyl collection in the 1990s, and for good reason. Wilson's songs were excellent short fiction about the inner and social lives of teenagers, companions to Beverly Cleary's young adult novels.
The joyriding teenage girl in "Fun, Fun, Fun," who "walks, looks and drives like an ace," has a fascinating wild streak (as does her older counterpart, "the little old lady from Pasadena"). Wilson's boys could be brash masters of the nascent California surfing scene in songs like "I Get Around," but they also offered striking introspection in songs like the spare "In My Room" and frankly explored the real risks of teen-boy posturing off in "Don't Worry Baby."
Though I wasn't quite aware of it at the time, Wilson was also teaching me how to listen to pop music -- to all music really -- as I made my way into the band's later discography.
Take the vibrating drum effect at the beginning of "Do It Again," which combined with the song's variable tempo to make the track sound like a literal distortion of the sunny surf bops the song is revisiting. The slide whistle Wrecking Crew member Gene Estes played on "Heroes and Villains" plays the same unnerving role as the siren whistle on Bob Dylan's "Highway 61 Revisited," though I heard the Beach Boys do it first. And while it feels almost like a cliche to revisit "God Only Knows" and "Good Vibrations," two of the greatest pop songs ever recorded, I can't think of a better way to train your ears, or really a greater pleasure, than to put those songs on an excellent speaker system and listen closely for all the layered, unexpected elements -- from sleigh bells to an electro-theremin -- that makes those songs so remarkable.
Of course, the Beatles beckoned for me, a gesture reinforced by the broadcast of the documentary "The Beatles Anthology" on the BBC and ABC in 1995. And, of course, I answered, "Help!" supplanting "Surfin' U.S.A." and "Revolver" and "Rubber Soul" pushing aside "Pet Sounds." Then it was on to fascinations with Portland indie rock and Dirty South hip-hop.
But as the years went on, I kept coming back to Brian Wilson. In 2004, "Smile," Wilson's long-gestating passion project, was finally completed and released; if you've never heard it, the album is strange and delicate and delightful.
It's also a testament to a tragedy: For almost two decades, Wilson suffered not just from mental illness and drug abuse but also from maltreatment and professional abuse by a wildly unethical psychologist,  Eugene Landy. Unlike John Lennon, whose 1980 assassination made him a generational and cultural martyr, Wilson was alive but diminished, a kind of ghost haunting the various touring lineups of the Beach Boys that continued without him.
Wilson's later-in-life reemergence seems to have been a blessing for him as a human being. But it was also a gift to music-lovers, a chance to revisit the sonic innovations and piercing emotional clarity Wilson brought to surf bops and grand experiments alike. Teenagers may no longer frequent malt shops and drive their parents' station wagons to the beach. But where would American pop music be without Brian Wilson? God only knows.
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Why Trump's get-tough-on-immigrants strategy will be hard to sustain
Assurances that the administration would focus on dangerous criminals never squared with Trump's promise of mass deportations.
By Editorial Board | 2025-06-11

California National Guard troops watch protesters in Los Angeles on Monday. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Shortly after the 2024 presidential election, incoming border czar Tom Homan signaled that President Donald Trump's deportation campaign would target criminal wrongdoers. Even now, Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem insists that federal agents are going after "the worst of the worst," a tacit acknowledgment that many Americans might want bad guys gone but not peaceful, productive immigrants embedded in their communities.
So much for that.
Assurances that the Trump administration would focus on dangerous criminals never squared with Trump's promise of mass deportations. There simply aren't enough violent undocumented immigrants in the United States to deport, and finding them is hard. The immigration hard-liners in Trump's orbit, led by White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller, would not be satisfied with anything like the pragmatic approach previous presidents took -- one that acknowledged the nation's dependence on imported labor  and the risks of quickly ejecting a key workforce from the country.
And, indeed, Miller was unhappy with the pace of the administration's deportation efforts, insisting last month that federal authorities boost immigration arrests to 3,000 per day. The result is the sort of indiscriminate roundups federal immigration authorities are beginning to conduct -- and that have attracted protesters to Los Angeles's streets.
Homan is now promising "more worksite enforcement than you've ever seen in the history of this nation." Unlike the promise to pursue hardened criminals, an easy political sell, Homan's threat targets farmworkers, construction workers, janitors and home-care aides whom Americans rely on in their daily lives. Some House Republicans are already urging restraint.
There are some 8.3 million unauthorized workers across the economy -- accounting for 4.8 percent of the labor force. They make up a little under half of the agricultural labor force and are essential for the child-care industry to function. About 1.4 million unauthorized immigrants work in construction -- the only industry that can lower home prices. There were no workplace raids during the covid-19 pandemic because those workers kept America running.
Immigrant labor will become even more vital as the aging American-born workforce continues to shrink. Baby boomers are retiring, and younger Americans are having too few children. Meantime, it's unlikely they will be pleased when the price of strawberries skyrockets after farmworkers are deported, when the feds go after their babysitters or when their favorite waitress disappears.
Previous presidents have shied from pursuing unauthorized workers for fear not only of harming the economy but also of riling business-sector constituents. In 1998, immigration authorities paused raids in Vidalia onion fields after receiving  an angry letter from Sen. Paul Coverdell (R-Georgia) complaining about their "indiscriminate and inappropriate use of extreme enforcement tactics."
A 1986 law authorized sanctions against employers who hire unauthorized workers. Barring migrants' access to jobs, the logic went, would virtually eliminate their reason to come. But then the government let businesses off the hook. Required to demand that workers show papers proving their eligibility to work, they faced little penalty when such papers turned out to be even obvious forgeries.
For all his get-tough-on-immigrants rhetoric during his first term, Trump did little to impede businesses from hiring them. In 2017, he even commuted the sentence of an Iowa meatpacking plant executive who had been convicted, during the presidency of Barack Obama, of fraud and  knowingly hiring hundreds of unauthorized workers and paying for the fake documents they needed to get jobs. In other words, even Trump has stopped short of attacking the demand for immigrant labor -- in which Americans all over the country are in some way complicit -- and instead has focused on restricting the supply.
And he might, at least for a while. Migrant crossings into the United States have slowed. Showy, indiscriminate immigration raids -- along with the deployment of federal troops to Los Angeles, which was provocative in its lack of need -- might scare people from trying to cross the border and encourage those already here to leave, or at least keep their heads down.
Perhaps the president will find a way to nullify the rule that enough demand  (in this case for immigrant labor)  will eventually attract supply -- that is, people coming here to work. That would be surprising and economically painful. It was on these insights that a bipartisan consensus used to rest: that the only way to deal with illegal immigration is to widen lanes for legal immigration, so labor demand could be met by background-checked immigrant workers vetted for their willingness to participate positively in American society. Coupling this policy with better border control and special programs to attract skilled workers would create a comprehensive, pro-growth, anti-irregular immigration policy. Trump has instead narrowed opportunity for immigrants to enter the United States legally.
Many Trump backers are no doubt tired of the  conventional wisdom -- repeated for decades as Congress failed to respond, with the consensus approach or any other, to more people crossing the border -- and of previous presidents' failures to acknowledge their concerns. Trump's 2024 win gave them a mandate to get tough, instead. But that strategy will be harder for the country to sustain than it might now appear.
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The secret police descending on Small Town, U.S.A.
Masked immigration officials are storming towns and arresting people.
By Catherine Rampell | 2025-06-11
GREAT BARRINGTON, Mass. -- Maybe they really were immigration officers, just as they claimed. Or maybe they were a ragtag vigilante group, arbitrarily snatching brown-looking people off the street.
"It could have been like a band of the Proud Boys or something," said Linda Shafiroff, recounting the agents who showed up outside her office in masks and tactical gear and refused to show IDs, warrants or even the names of any criminals they were supposedly hunting.
As unrest and military troops overtake Los Angeles, terrifying scenes are also unfolding in smaller communities around the country. They, too, are being invaded by what resembles a secret police force, often indistinguishable from random thugs.
Shafiroff and business partner Sarah Stiner own a boutique home-design and construction firm in Great Barrington, a New England town largely populated by artists, aging hippies and affluent second-home-owners. On May 30, around 11 a.m., six armed agents showed up outside the women's office. The agents were dressed as though they had parachuted into a war zone, rather than a small town where the crosswalks are painted in rainbows.

Stiner in the driveway of the design business she co-owns on June 6. (Sophie Park/For The Washington Post) 


The paramilitary-resembling group approached a Hispanic man who was outside the design office, picking weeds. The man did not work for Shafiroff and Stiner's design firm, but rather for a local landscaping company. (The women say their employees are all citizens or otherwise have documents proving they're here legally.) Neither Shafiroff nor Stiner knew the gardener's name, but they said they had seen him around before and that he seemed friendly.
They were also incensed by what looked like an extralegal abduction unfolding in their parking lot.
"These guys had guns hanging all over them," said Shafiroff, but they otherwise had no conformity to their dress. "None of them had the same letters on the front of their vests. Some of them didn't even have letters, but it said 'Police' across the back. ... One had light-colored jeans and sneakers on, and one had on a Red Sox hat." The agents arrived in unmarked cars, some with out-of-state plates.
The women asked to see IDs or warrants, or even the names of the alleged criminals these agents were there to track down. They refused. One briefly flashed a badge, Stiner recounted, but would not let her inspect it even to see what agency it was for.
"It could have been from Cracker Jacks," she recalled.
The gardener did not appear to understand what these officers were asking him. Another man who had been working the landscaping project with him immediately went into the women's design office and shut the door upon seeing the masked agents arrive. The agents didn't try to follow him, Shafiroff said.
When the business owners repeatedly asked the agents to prove who they were, the agents said they didn't need to show identification and accused their interlocutors of promoting lawlessness. "You want people driving drunk in here?" one of them asked, according to a cellphone video. Shafiroff replied: "I don't want people driving drunk. I have asked for IDs."

Business owners confront masked agents who refused to show identification or a warrant while taking away a local gardener in Great Barrington, Mass.


The gardener was eventually put in the back of an unmarked car and driven away. Shafiroff, who described the incident as part of the new "police state," said she has since heard through mutual acquaintances that the man is being detained in an immigration facility, perhaps near Boston. She said she had been told the worker's family was unable to determine his whereabouts for several days. (My attempts to contact the man or his family have been unsuccessful.)
The business partners, who have received threats in the days after the incident as a result of coverage by local newspapers, had good reason to question who these cloaked agents were.

Stiner confronts the masked agents on May 30. (Linda Shafiroff)


It's easy to buy tactical gear online. And around the country, bigots and criminals have already begun taking advantage of chaotic, masked immigration raids to further their own ends. Civilians have impersonated ICE agents while committing robbery (Pennsylvania), kidnappings (Florida, South Carolina), sexual assault (North Carolina) and other forms of public intimidation (Washington state, California).
Some Democratic leaders have demanded that ICE agents show their faces and present identification when carrying out enforcement actions, so they can at least be differentiated from anonymous hooligans. Republican lawmakers have fiercely opposed such efforts, claiming that asking federal officials to identify themselves would put agents in "extreme danger."
Meanwhile, President Donald Trump ordered the arrest of protesters simply for wearing masks. "MASKS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED to be worn at protests," he posted on social media on Sunday. "What do these people have to hide, and why???"
This seems like a reasonable question to ask of federal law enforcement officers. America, after all, is not supposed to have a secret police force. And our country's history of roving bands of masked men rounding up undesirables is a long, ugly one.
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Students at Maryland high school walk out in protest of classmate's deportation
Hundreds of Montgomery Blair High School students walked out Thursday in a demonstration that coincides with others across the country against the Trump administration's immigration enforcement.
By Nicole Asbury | 2025-06-12

Hundreds of students participated Thursday in a walkout at Montgomery Blair High School in Silver Spring, Maryland, to support a classmate they say was deported to Guatemala. (Robb Hill/For The Washington Post)


Hundreds of students at Montgomery Blair High School in Silver Spring -- Maryland's largest high school by enrollment -- walked out early Thursday afternoon to show support for a classmate who they say was recently deported to Guatemala.
Students rallied in the school's front bus loop and marched around the parking lot as more than a dozen community members cheered them on from a nearby sidewalk. One person held a sign that read, "Don't deport my neighbors."
Students from Albert Einstein High School in Kensington also planned a walkout, according to an Instagram post from the school's student government account.
Details are limited about the student who was deported. Blair administrators told families in a letter that the student was not detained on school grounds. Multiple people on and off the campus declined to share the student's name or specifics of the situation, citing privacy concerns, though organizers of Thursday's protest say the student was a junior at Blair.
The demonstration coincides with protests across the country against the Trump administration's immigration enforcement. The walkout was organized by the Blair chapter of Students for Asylum and Immigration Reform (Students FAIR), a countywide club. In a news release, the student club said it wanted to make a "very clear message that ICE is not welcome in our community."
"We want everyone to feel safe, not just within Blair, but outside of Blair," said Kyara Romero Lira, a junior at the high school and leader of the student club. "I hope that this sends a clear message that we are fighting for immigrants inside, outside and everywhere."

Students from Montgomery Blair High School in Silver Spring protest Donald Trump's election victory in November 2016. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Montgomery County Public Schools spokeswoman Liliana Lopez said she could not confirm any information about the student who was deported because of privacy concerns. The school system "supports students' constitutional right to peaceful assembly and free expression," she wrote in an email, pointing to a policy that allows students to protest on school grounds.
Blair has about 3,200 students. About 38 percent of its student body is Hispanic and Latino, according to data from the 2023-2024 school year. About 24 percent of its students are Black, 22 percent are White, and 1o percent are Asian.
Romero Lira said that she didn't have any classes with the student who was deported but that they share a mutual friend. When she heard of their situation, "it just made everything so much more real."
"It just brought so many different aspects about government and everything that's going on with the government right to my front door," said Romero Lira, 17. "I did not expect it to get so close to Blair and my community." She said she has spoken to the student recently via FaceTime and offered support.
Blair students are expected to meet at the school's front entrance by the bus loop at noon. Organizers said they can't estimate how many students will participate ahead of the rally but that they have received interest from dozens of students. On Wednesday, about 50 students helped create posters for the walkout, Romero Lira said.
In a note to families Wednesday, Blair administrators said the Montgomery County Police Department will be on-site "to protect our students" during the demonstration. On Thursday, police blocked off entrances to the high school and some officers followed the students as they marched alongside the school's perimeter.
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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CWG Live updates: First 90-degree high of the year today; storm threats this weekend
The heat is on through Friday but backs off this weekend. Thunderstorms are likely at times Saturday through Monday.
By David Streit, Jason Samenow | 2025-06-12
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Plenty of sunshine helps afternoon highs reach about 90 or into the low 90s. It will likely be D.C.'s first 90-degree day of the year.
What's next? Gulf moisture steadily flows into the area Friday into the weekend, bringing daily chances for showers and storms. High temperatures slowly trend downward from near 90 Friday to the upper 70s by Monday.
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How thunderstorms could disrupt the massive Army parade in D.C.
Lightning could pose a danger for the large crowds expected Saturday on the National Mall.
By Jason Samenow | 2025-06-12

Cloud-to-ground lightning strikes near the Washington Monument on Aug. 7, 2023. (Kevin Ambrose) 


Huge crowds are anticipated Saturday in D.C. for events marking the U.S. Army's 250th anniversary -- but the weather may not fully cooperate. A sluggish front drifting southward could spark showers and thunderstorms that threaten to disrupt the celebrations.
Planned events around the National Mall include a fitness competition at 9:30 a.m. Eastern time, a festival from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., a parade at 6:30 p.m. and a concert and fireworks display from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Lightning is perhaps the most concerning potential hazard, considering the large number of people who will be outside in open spaces and a considerable distance from shelter.
Thunderstorms are possible, though it's still unclear whether they would be scattered or widespread. The greatest risk is between 3 p.m. and 10 p.m. Attendees should stay weather-aware, have a shelter plan and follow the National Weather Service's advice: "When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!"
There is also some potential for torrential rain that could result in areas of flooding, particularly during the evening. But it's not clear where the heaviest downpours will occur, and it's even possible that most of the storminess stays south of D.C.
Ahead of any storms, it will be very warm and humid -- meaning hydration will be important for anyone spending a long time outside. During the afternoon, it will feel like 90 degrees, taking into account the humidity.
Temperatures and humidity: It will be a muggy start to Saturday, with temperatures rising through the 70s during the morning and reaching the low 80s by midday.
Depending on the amount of sunshine during the afternoon, highs should range from the mid-80s to near 90. But it will feel several degrees hotter than that, factoring in high humidity levels. Dew points, a measure of the air's moisture content, may reach the low 70s -- which is an uncomfortable level.
Temperatures will slip back into the mid- to upper 70s after sunset (at 8:35 p.m.).

Predicted heat index -- a measure of how hot it feels factoring in humidity -- at 3 p.m. Saturday from the high-resolution NAM model. (WeatherBell) 


Thunderstorm potential: The very warm, humid air -- originating from the Gulf of Mexico -- will provide fuel for possible showers and thunderstorms. While a spotty shower or two can't be ruled out between the morning and midafternoon, rain chances will be highest between the late afternoon and evening.
It's still not certain where storms will be most numerous. Some computer models suggest the highest concentration may develop south of D.C. But the combination of the cool front coming in from the north and the humid air arriving from the south is a favorable setup for thunderstorms capable of producing heavy rain, strong wind gusts and lightning.

A radar simulation from the high-resolution NAM model indicates a thunderstorm over the District at around 5 p.m. Saturday. This is just one simulation and timing and location of thunderstorm development will probably change. (WeatherBell) 


The National Weather Service says atmospheric moisture levels will be higher than normal and that there's even a marginal risk of excessive rainfall that leads to flooding.
This article and its predictions will be updated on Friday when new forecast information becomes available.
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Man in mental health crisis still perched on D.C. radio tower after 43 hours
The unidentified man climbed the tower at American University on Tuesday afternoon and remained there Thursday morning, refusing to come down. 
By Sophia Solano, Emma Uber | 2025-06-12

A man stands on the radio tower on American University's campus on Wednesday afternoon. (Sophia Solano/TWP)


A man who scaled a radio tower on American University's campus Tuesday afternoon was still perched a few hundred feet in the air Thursday morning, refusing to come down after more than 43 hours, D.C. police said.
The unidentified man is experiencing a mental health crisis and has threatened to jump from the tower, police said. The tower is 321 feet high, according to the radio station WAMU-FM. The man was roughly halfway up.
D.C. police said they first received reports of a man climbing the broadcast tower just after 3 p.m. Tuesday. More than 43 hours later, members of the police emergency response team remain on the scene, trying to coax him down. At various points, he appeared to be pacing on a platform roughly halfway up the tower, wearing a red hoodie and a backpack.

A closer view of the man on the American University radio tower on Wednesday afternoon. (Sophia Solano/TWP)


University personnel on Wednesday camped out in lawn chairs from a shaded spot behind police tape and purchased Papa Johns pizza for the first responders as they waited and waited below the tower.
Buildings on the south side of the campus were evacuated or put under a shelter-in-place order on Tuesday night, according to an alert sent to the university community just before 8 p.m. Tuesday. In a letter to the university's community Wednesday morning, Vice President Bronte Burleigh-Jones said that an "unauthorized individual" remained on the tower but that campus operations would resume as usual.
"In [the police] assessment, the individual does not pose a risk to the community or campus safety," Burleigh-Jones wrote, adding that officers were continuing "to engage with the individual and seek to conclude the situation."
With Wednesday's high temperatures hovering over 85 degrees, onlookers wondered aloud how the man was faring up high on the tower in direct sunlight. One said she watched him remove a sweatshirt.
The tower serves WAMU and WTOP-FM, among other broadcasters and cellular companies. A WAMU executive said in a statement that its "radio signal was briefly affected" and that the station has since "powered down the tower to support the emergency response." WAMU is using a backup broadcasting facility in Virginia, while WTOP is broadcasting from a backup facility in Maryland.
As dozens of police officers, crisis negotiators and medics remained at the scene Wednesday evening, students continued to watch the tower, hoping for a safe resolution. "I've been a student here for three years, and I've never seen anything like this," said Maddie Ellis, a rising senior.
Eventually, she turned to leave the scene. "I literally don't want to look away. But I have to."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/06/11/distraught-man-radio-tower-standoff/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Soldier accused of strangling, raping women testifies in court
Fifteen women testified that Maj. Jonathan Batt either strangled or tied up or had nonconsensual sex with them. Batt said every act was consensual.
By Tom Jackman | 2025-06-12

Army Maj. Jonathan Batt leaves court at Fort Meade in Maryland during his sexual assault trial. He testified in his defense for a full day Wednesday. (Tom Jackman/The Washington Post)


After listening to 15 women testify that he had slapped, strangled and sometimes raped them over a three-year period, Army Maj. Jonathan Batt took his turn on the witness stand in his court-martial at Fort Meade on Wednesday and said each of them consented to every act of sex or bondage he performed. Batt acknowledged he impregnated one of his accusers, an active duty soldier, and assisted her in obtaining an abortion, but did not address the woman's claim that he pressured her into ending the pregnancy.
"I'm not a rapist," the Army ranger told the jury of four colonels and four lieutenant colonels, two of whom are women. "And I really hope we can see the facts with all these stories."
Batt, 40, faces six rape and 10 aggravated assault counts among the 43 total charges. One of the lead prosecutors from the Army's Office of Special Trial Counsel, Lt. Col. Gregory A. Vetere, listened to Batt's version of his relationships with the women and began his cross-examination by asking:
"You did absolutely nothing illegal to the 15 women who testified against you?"
"Yes sir," Batt said.
"Fifteen different women?"
"Yes sir," Batt replied.
Vetere proceeded to list the names of all 15 women who testified. "Your testimony is that every single criminal allegation is untrue?" the prosecutor asked. "Yes sir," Batt answered.
Batt spent nearly the entire day on the stand, describing how he met each of his accusers -- many on dating apps, others through friends or work -- and how their relationships or one-night stands developed. After he was assigned to Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall in Arlington, Virginia, in 2020, his social life often revolved around the boat he kept on the Potomac River, dubbed the "Batt Boat" with a Batman logo on the back.
One woman testified that she took a ride on a Jet Ski with Batt, saying they stopped in the Potomac and had sex against her will on the motorized vehicle. Batt confirmed that story, but said the woman was fully consenting. He acknowledged she later sent him texts saying she was upset about the incident.
To show that the women sometimes seemed untroubled by his actions, Batt said many texted him saying they were looking forward to meeting up again. One longer-term girlfriend "would frequently text me and ask me for these things," Batt said. A video Batt shot of himself having sex with one of the women accusing him was admitted in evidence and shown to the jury.
In August 2022, one of Batt's girlfriends posted his picture on Facebook, under the page "Are We Dating the Same Guy?" Batt said it was a turning point in his life. The Alexandria police began investigating after one of the women who responded to the post called a detective, and then the Army Criminal Investigation Division joined the probe and found 20 accusers both in the D.C. area and at Fort Benning, Georgia, where Batt was previously stationed.
Batt was arrested last October and initially charged with 14 rapes among 77 total counts for allegations that spanned from late 2019 to early 2023. Five women have since withdrawn from the case and other charges have been dropped or combined.
"I fully acknowledge that in dating, I had a suboptimal approach during the covid quarantine period," Batt testified. He said he examined himself, learned from his experiences and "married an amazing person."
The jurors in military trials can ask questions, and one asked when he got married. Adultery is a crime in the military that can result in a dishonorable discharge and up to a year in prison. When Batt didn't immediately answer, Military Judge Adam S. Kazin pressed him for the date. "The fifth of May" of this year, Batt said.
Batt said his first dates with women typically involved dinner or a ride on his boat. Many of the women who accused him had repeated encounters with him, with the soldier sometimes choking them with his hands to the point where the women said they nearly passed out. Batt acknowledged biting some of the women and leaving marks on them, or tying them to the bed with nylon ropes.
Batt said he discovered strangling women because "several women asked me for it and I realized it was a thing that many women liked. ... If you squeeze for a few seconds it can have the impact of increasing sensitivity for them. They generally provide many positive reactions, physiologically."
Only one of the women was in the military. He said he met her while assigned to "The Old Guard" at Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall. They began working out together and then met regularly for sex, Batt said. In 2023, he noticed she was pregnant and she told him he was the father.
The woman testified last week that Batt pressured her into having an abortion, that he would make her life miserable and take the child if she gave birth. Batt was not asked about that Wednesday.
Instead, Batt testified that they discussed options. He noted that he "had a daughter that was also not in a marriage. We talked about that, the challenges of having a kid." He said he "asked what she wanted to do, and said I would support her." He said he drove her to a private abortion clinic, and helped her for days after. He said they remained in touch until last October, when she obtained a protective order against him.
Batt differed with the witness accounts offered by the women who testified in the first six days of the trial. He said the sex acts and strangling he performed on a transgender woman from Pennsylvania were consensual and in two incidents, were different from what the woman said happened. He said a lawyer from the District consented to sex and "light choking," though the woman said she did not, and that she suffered burst blood vessels around her eyes as a result.
One of the jurors asked, given the number of women making allegations over an extended period, "Can you describe how you have respect for women?" Batt responded, "In the consensual relationships I've been in there's always a conversation about what the other party wants."
Another jury question, referring to the large number of accusers, asked, "What could have led them to make these claims?" Batt replied that one woman he had dated for two years, who created the Facebook post, "stated she would ruin my life if I did not do as she stated. She then acted behind the scenes to inflame others." He added, "Other people were told they were victims by the Alexandria Police Department and Army CID, that made them feel like victims and caused them to embellish their stories."
The defense is expected to finish its case Thursday, then prosecutors may introduce rebuttal witnesses. The jury is only required to have six of its eight members vote guilty to convict on each charge.
If Batt is convicted of any of the charges, he then must decide whether the jury or the judge will sentence him. A hearing with more evidence would be held on the sentence immediately after any guilty verdicts. The maximum sentence Batt could face is life without parole.
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Virginia AG, top Democrat spar over fate of Youngkin university picks
In opposing letters, Virginia Attorney General Jason Miyares said recently rejected university board appointees should still serve, before Sen. Scott Surovell rebuffed him.
By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Laura Vozzella | 2025-06-12

Virginia Attorney General Jason Miyares during an interview in Richmond in 2023. (Ryan M. Kelly/AP)


A dispute over Gov. Glenn Youngkin's picks for eight university board seats escalated Wednesday as the Virginia attorney general and the Senate majority leader sent dueling letters over whether the appointees can still serve.
Senate Majority Leader Scott A. Surovell (D-Fairfax) told university rectors on Monday that the members could no longer be on the boards, effective immediately, after a Senate committee rejected the eight appointments.
But in a letter Wednesday to the rectors, Virginia Attorney General Jason Miyares (R) claimed that Senate Democrats had misled them. He wrote that the eight appointees to the boards of the University of Virginia, the Virginia Military Institute and George Mason University should remain on the governing bodies because only a committee and not the full General Assembly had voted to reject them -- mirroring an argument Youngkin's office had made earlier in the week.
"The Attorney General, not Senator Surovell or any component of the General Assembly, is the chief executive officer of the Commonwealth's Department of Law and counsel to Virginia's public institutions of higher education," Miyares wrote in the letter obtained by The Washington Post.
Miyares spokesman Shaun Kenney said the letter represents Miyares's advice as chief legal officer of the state but is not a formal attorney general's opinion.
Some university leaders appeared not to know what to make of the competing claims.
U-Va. Rector Robert D. Hardie wrote Surovell after the Senate committee's vote seeking to clarify the status of appointee Ken Cuccinelli II, the former state attorney general and among the most prominent of the eight appointees, Surovell told The Post. Hardie also asked for the legal authority of the Senate's position that Cuccinelli and others had been ousted, Surovell said.
In a response to Hardie on Wednesday, Surovell reasserted that Cuccinelli cannot continue to serve on the board.
"I am aware that former Attorney General Cuccinelli has told the newspapers that he intends to ignore our action and attend your meeting," Surovell wrote. "While we are all aware that ignoring the Rule of Law seems to be en vogue among the current Administration in Washington, D.C. and Mr. Cuccinelli formerly served with President Trump, we honor the Rule of Law here in our Commonwealth."

Senate Majority Leader Scott A. Surovell (D-Fairfax) on March 8, 2024, at the Virginia Capitol in Richmond. (Minh Connors/For The Washington Post)


Surovell declined to release Hardie's letter, and the rector did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Senate Clerk Susan Clarke Schaar confirmed the committee's "action is effective immediately" in a letter to Kelly Gee, who as secretary of the commonwealth oversees Youngkin's appointments.
For his part, Cuccinelli told The Post on Wednesday that he would remain on the board for the flagship university in Charlottesville. Youngkin appointed Cuccinelli to the board in March after firing an earlier pick whose combative style led to friction with the governor.
"I look forward to serving on the UVA Board of Visitors, serving The University that I love until next June if confirmed by the General Assembly, or until this coming February if not -- all in accordance with Virginia's Constitution and Laws," Cuccinelli wrote in an email.
Among other duties, boards of visitors at Virginia public universities appoint presidents and set tuitions. Regardless of what happens to these eight, Youngkin appointees will still make up nearly three-quarters of members on university boards across the state, according to a Post tally.
Virginia governors typically make hundreds of appointments each year, many of them when the General Assembly is not in session. Appointments that are subject to General Assembly confirmation often get voted on at the next regular legislative session. The Virginia Constitution states that any appointee who is not approved 30 days after the start of the session is out of a job, and the governor cannot reappoint that person to the same post.
The legislature is allowed to take up gubernatorial appointments under the rules set out for a special session that began in 2024 and has never officially been gaveled out. The Senate Privileges and Elections Committee was operating as part of that special session when it voted Monday.
Rejecting gubernatorial appointees is hardly a novelty in Virginia's Capitol. Typically, the General Assembly considers the governor's picks in large batches, with hundreds of names listed on each resolution. If a majority of state senators objects to certain individuals, those names get stripped from the resolution in a committee or on the Senate floor, but the underlying resolution heads over to the House, which can strike others.
But this time, the Senate committee took the unusual step of considering a resolution listing only the eight higher-education appointees. By voting down the entire slate, the resolution never goes to the full Senate or House.
In a five-page letter peppered with state constitutional citations, legislative history and a formal opinion from a previous attorney general, Surovell lays out the argument that the committee's action was the final word.
Surovell pushed back on Miyares's contention that the full General Assembly must vote on the nominations, saying that the resolutions are no different from ordinary bills, which "are regularly killed in committee without proceeding to floor votes."
"No further action on the resolution is possible by the Senate," he wrote. "It is dead."
Surovell went on to list a half-dozen examples in recent years when Youngkin accepted that some of his board picks had been ousted without a vote of both chambers.
In addition to Cuccinelli, the Senate committee also rejected three of Youngkin's appointees to the VMI board: Jonathan Hartsock, Stephen Reardon and Jose Suarez; and four from the GMU board: Charles Cooper, William Hansen, Maureen Ohlhausen and Youngkin's former commerce secretary Caren Merrick.
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CWG Live updates: Smoky haze hangs out tonight; highs near 90 on the way
Highs make a run at 90 degrees Thursday and Friday. Storm chances return late Friday and this weekend.
By Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2025-06-12
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Warm this evening with temperatures falling into the 70s around sunset. Mainly clear tonight other than continued smoky haze.
What's next? We've got a shot to reach 90 degrees for the first time this year on Thursday, then again Friday. An isolated storm chance returns late Friday, with scattered showers and storms possible this weekend.
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Pr. George's police chief is a finalist for a job in Phoenix 
The news of Malik Aziz's potential departure comes as Aisha N. Braveboy (D) prepares to take over as Prince George's County executive on Juneteenth. 
By Jasmine Hilton, Lateshia Beachum, Katie Mettler | 2025-06-12

Prince George's County Police Chief Malik Aziz attends a gathering in Capitol Heights, Maryland, in 2021. (Bonnie Jo Mount/The Washington Post)


The city of Phoenix said Wednesday that Prince George's County Police Chief Malik Aziz is a finalist in its nationwide search for someone to lead the police department in Arizona's largest city.
The news circulated among Aziz's officers in Maryland, many of whom learned of the chief's job search from a Phoenix news release announcing him as one of three finalists.
The Prince George's County Police Department declined to comment.
The news of Aziz's potential departure comes as Aisha N. Braveboy (D) prepares to take over as Prince George's County executive on Juneteenth. Braveboy, who has served as state's attorney since 2019, was elected to the role in early June after the job was vacated mid-term by Angela Alsobrooks (D), now a U.S. senator.
It is not uncommon for new county executives to bring in their own Cabinet members or hire new people into key leadership roles.
As the top law enforcement officials in Prince George's County, Braveboy and Aziz worked alongside each other since 2021, when he was hired to reform the police department amid nationwide calls for racial justice and police accountability.
"As states attorney my office had a good working relationship with Chief Aziz," Braveboy said in a statement Wednesday. "I wish him the best."
Acting county executive Tara Jackson said in a statement that Aziz "has done an outstanding job leading our police department through challenging times."
At a recent news conference, Aziz touted an overall decrease in crime, with total crime down 16 percent compared with this time last year. His annual summer crime initiative is in full swing, which focuses on crime reduction and community engagement during the summer months.
A Texas native, Aziz came to Maryland after decades in law enforcement in Dallas, where he garnered a national reputation as an advocate for community policing and reform. He had served as the national chair of the National Black Police Association and worked on President Barack Obama's task force on 21st century policing in 2015. He advocated for the Justice Department to collect annual demographic statistics from all police agencies to hold them accountable for diversifying their command ranks, according to the task force's final report.
Alsobrooks hired Aziz in March 2021 and instructed him to overhaul a department that has long had a contentious relationship with county residents. He took over as the nation and the county were grappling with the Black Lives Matter movement and widespread calls for reform. He vowed to build a strong relationship with reform advocates and community partners.
Tamara McKinney, vice president of the Heels Off Gloves On Boxing Foundation, said Aziz once showed up to a boxing ring to support the organization. When he noticed a young boxer was without boxing shoes, he found a sponsor to assist the group. They were able to buy 16 to 18 pairs of shoes for boxers who couldn't afford the equipment, McKinney said.
"I think he made a concerted effort to change the mind of the community about having such a negative outlook on police," McKinney said.
Before coming to Prince George's, Aziz had been a finalist for chief positions in cities across the country, including Milwaukee, Miami and his hometown of Dallas, where he last served as deputy chief of the Dallas Police Department.
Phoenix officials said the three finalists will speak at a public forum on Monday. City officials said they hope to announce the new chief in July.
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CIA analyst who leaked Israeli military plans gets three years in prison
U.S. officials said Israel delayed its plans for a retaliatory strike on Iran after Asif W. Rahman, 34, leaked them online last year.
By Salvador Rizzo | 2025-06-11

CIA Deputy Director Michael J. Ellis said in a letter to a federal judge that Asif W. Rahman's leaks of classified information "affected the Agency's ability to collect foreign intelligence, preempt threats to the United States, and further key U.S. national security objectives." (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


A former CIA analyst who leaked highly classified records about Israeli plans for a military strike on Iran, which spread quickly through social media last year, was sentenced Wednesday to three years and one month in prison.
Asif W. Rahman pleaded guilty to two counts of violating the Espionage Act, admitting that he leaked more than a dozen classified documents while working as a CIA analyst. He was arrested last year after FBI investigators traced the download of two records detailing Israeli military preparations to Rahman's workstation at the U.S. Embassy in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
The two top-secret documents, from the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, appeared in a Telegram channel called "Middle East Spectator" in mid-October and described aviation exercises and movements of munition carts on an Israeli airfield that were consistent with preparations for a strike on Iran but contained no images, U.S. officials said.
The leaks also spread to other social media platforms and led Israel to delay its attack plan, officials said. About two weeks before the top-secret documents appeared online, Tehran had fired nearly 200 missiles at Israel as a response to the killings of leaders from Hamas and Hezbollah. The Biden administration was publicly lobbying Israel not to target Iranian nuclear sites or energy facilities as it prepared a retaliatory strike.
"I don't think the severity, the seriousness, of the conduct can be overstated," U.S. District Judge Patricia Tolliver Giles said as she imposed Rahman's sentence in Alexandria, Virginia, federal court. "Our intelligence community has a responsibility of keeping our nation safe, and when things are done to compromise that in any way, it puts us all in danger."
The leaked information was so sensitive, Giles said, "I can't even have it in my chambers alone. ... And yet, it is thrown into the ether."
Rahman, 34, also admitted leaking more than a dozen other classified documents, though their contents were not described in public court filings or proceedings. His attorneys said he had led a promising life -- a high school valedictorian who earned a Yale University degree with honors in three years, and who left a lucrative career in finance to join the CIA -- but that his judgment had been clouded for months under grueling circumstances.
A forensic psychologist said in a legal submission that Rahman had mental health issues stemming from a traumatic posting in Baghdad and his wife's miscarriage, which occurred just before the couple's planned move to Cambodia last year. In the end, Rahman moved there alone.
His attorneys requested a prison term of one year and one month for Rahman, saying he "never intended to harm the United States or its interests" but was unsettled by "events in the Middle East that began in the fall of 2023."
"I betrayed the oath I took when I joined the CIA, and I let my colleagues and the American people down," Rahman said in remarks to the judge Wednesday.
In court documents, federal prosecutors requested a nine-year prison term for Rahman, describing him as "a sophisticated intelligence professional" who leaked top-secret documents for months and skillfully covered his digital tracks, deleting troves of classified records he had accessed without authorization.
"He systematically and methodically stole classified national defense information and provided it to others outside of the government -- even after one of his disclosures exploded across the internet and should have caused him to stop," prosecutors said in a sentencing filing.
Defense lawyers said that prosecutors had indicated during President Joe Biden's term that they would seek a shorter prison term than nine years, in large part because Rahman confessed within weeks of his arrest in November, but that they changed course and began to seek a stiffer sentence under directions from President Donald Trump's Justice Department.
"It is hard to see now how I could have seen this then, but when I committed my offenses I thought they would help protect Americans and American interests," Rahman said in a letter to Giles. "Now, I face the harsh reality that they did the opposite, and I worry constantly that Americans -- particularly members of the military serving in the Middle East -- will suffer harm as a result."
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Inmate charged with murder in stabbing at D.C. jail
The attack occurred May 12 in the Central Detention Facility, where a prisoner serving a 360-day sentence allegedly killed a fellow inmate
By Emma Uber | 2025-06-11

A wall topped with wire at the D.C. jail. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


A D.C. jail inmate was charged Tuesday with fatally stabbing a fellow prisoner last month, police said.
Marquise Jones, 26, was charged with second-degree murder while armed with a knife. He was already in custody at the city's Central Detention Facility, where the May 12 stabbing took place.
That day, police were called to the jail around 2:30 p.m. after Carlos Shelley, 29, suffered stab wounds in what authorities called an "inmate-on-inmate assault." Shelley was pronounced dead at the scene. Investigators have not said what led to the stabbing.
Shelley was awaiting trial on carjacking charges. In January, he was charged with possession of major contraband in the jail after a corrections officer allegedly found a homemade knife under his cell mattress.
Jones was in jail on charges of possessing a prohibited weapon and a misdemeanor count of receiving stolen property, court records show. Police had accused him of stealing a cellphone from a teenager at a Metro station in August. In February, Jones pleaded guilty in that case and was sentenced to 360 days in the jail, court records show.
The fatal stabbing was the second in-custody death at the jail this year, the D.C. Department of Corrections said.
Last year, there were nine deaths at the jail, according to the department. A majority of those deaths were determined to be suicides, drug overdoses or heart failure. One man, 69-year-old Charles Clifford Holt Jr., died of blunt force trauma to the head, but the manner of his death has not been determined.
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House votes to repeal D.C. laws on noncitizen voting, police discipline
The District's tumultuous year in Congress continues this week, with dozens of Democrats joining Republicans in the repeal votes.
By Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright | 2025-06-11

Legislation to repeal some of D.C.'s police reform legislation passed the House on June 10, but would still have to pass the Senate. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


House lawmakers voted Tuesday to repeal a pair of D.C. laws that have been friction points for years between the deep-blue city and Republicans in Congress: a law allowing noncitizens to vote in local elections and another that prohibits the D.C. police union from bargaining on officer discipline. The two efforts would still have to pass in the Senate.
Dozens of Democrats joined Republicans in voting to revoke the laws in a striking show of bipartisan interest in intervening in local policy. The dual action underscored the city's vulnerability at a time when it is repeatedly playing defense on Capitol Hill and in the shadow of a president who has casually floated taking it over. The votes are among three scheduled this week, with another Wednesday seeking to repeal D.C.'s "sanctuary city" law limiting cooperation with federal immigration authorities.
"The right to vote is a defining privilege of American citizenship," Rep. James Comer (R-Kentucky), chairman of the House Oversight Committee, said on the House floor. "Diluting that right by extending it to noncitizens -- whether here legally or illegally -- undermines the voice of D.C. residents."
The vote to repeal the city's noncitizen voting law marked the third time the House has sought to block the law in as many years, showing the GOP's relentless mission to stop the policy ever since it passed the D.C. Council in 2022. The repeal effort has repeatedly garnered broad bipartisan support, with 56 Democrats joining Republicans in the 266-148-1 vote this time, a slight uptick from previous years.
Republicans have also long eyed repealing provisions in a large police reform package that had rankled the D.C. police union, namely excluding the union from negotiations over officer discipline and giving more power to the police chief in those decisions.
"When we undermine law enforcement, we embolden the criminals," said Rep. Andrew R. Garbarino (R-New York), who sponsored the repeal and described it as an effort to reverse the department's challenges retaining officers. "If Washington, D.C., won't fix this problem, it's our job to."
Thirty Democrats joined Republicans to vote for the repeal, which passed by a vote of 235-178-1.
Other House Democrats were quick to point out that, for three months, House GOP leadership did not make time to schedule a vote on a bill to restore D.C.'s 2025 budget -- after Congress slashed it by $1 billion as part of a stopgap funding bill in March -- yet is making time to vote on three bills overturning D.C. policies.
"I could think of a million things Congress should be focused on right now, but instead we're micromanaging D.C.'s affairs without providing D.C. the funding to which it is entitled," said Rep. Mary Gay Scanlon (D-Pennsylvania), who put forth an amendment in the Rules Committee seeking to put the D.C. Local Funds Act, restoring D.C.'s funding, up for a stand-alone vote as well. Scanlon's amendment failed on a party-line vote.
D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) stressed that the noncitizens voting law only impacts local, not federal, elections, but said "most troublesome to me is the interference with the police accountability bill."
"There's no question in my mind the police discipline bill is playing to the [police union]," Mendelson said. "It's not about a genuine interest in helping public safety."
The law passed by the D.C. Council removed the police union's ability to negotiate police discipline because for years those negotiations resulted in rules that often forced the department to rehire officers accused of serious misconduct.
Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) wrote a letter to top lawmakers on the House Oversight Committee last month urging them not to repeal the police discipline law. Rather than protecting hardworking officers, she wrote, Garbarino's bill would "reverse common-sense disciplinary reforms adopted by the District to the sole benefit of [police] officers who engage in egregious, sometimes criminal misconduct and seek to evade accountability."
Bowser did not join a letter with the D.C. Council or D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D) urging Congress not to repeal the noncitizens voting law, which mirrors her silence on that bill in previous years. She did not sign the bill when the D.C. Council passed it in 2022, which Republicans were quick to point out in urging Democrats to join them in the repeal.
A spokeswoman for the mayor said in a text message that "Mayor Bowser continues to oppose all congressional interference in the lives of Washingtonians. DC will continue to fight to protect our home rule and self-determination. If Congress wants to be helpful, they should pass the District of Columbia Local Funds Act to fix their damage to DC's FY25 budget."
D.C. has spent more than two years in the hot seat in Congress -- especially on issues of policing and immigration, two policy areas where Democrats, particularly those in vulnerable swing states, have shown more of a willingness to join Republicans in rebuking liberal D.C. policies. Congress oversees D.C. under a provision in the Constitution.
Notably, several newly elected Democrats in the D.C. region joined Republicans in voting to repeal one or both of the laws. They included Rep. Eugene Vindman (Virginia), who backed both, and Reps. Suhas Subramanyam (Virginia) and April McClain Delaney (Maryland), who voted to repeal the noncitizens voting law.
Both previous efforts to block or repeal D.C.'s noncitizens voting law died in the then-Democratic-controlled Senate. But with the support of Democrats, the Senate voted in 2023 to block D.C.'s larger police reform legislation that was passed after the Minneapolis police killing of George Floyd. That included the provisions regarding officer discipline. President Joe Biden vetoed the effort to block it.
Ankit Jain (D), D.C.'s shadow senator, said the fact that the Senate is now under Republican control may increase the likelihood of the bills' succeeding in the Senate, which does not always prioritize D.C. legislation, and said he is actively working to persuade enough Democrats to oppose the repeal efforts. The legislation would be subject to the filibuster, requiring support from seven Democrats.
Jain said he was particularly worried about the impacts of the repeal of the noncitizens voting law. It could unseat three local neighborhood commissioners who are noncitizens and would cease to be registered voters, he said, and it would also have an unclear impact on D.C.'s July 15 special council election in Ward 8, in which ballots are already being mailed to voters.
"You talk about election interference -- this is directly interfering in our election," Jain said.
Sarah Graham, a spokeswoman for the D.C. Board of Elections, confirmed that any noncitizens would be ineligible to hold office if the repeal succeeded and any noncitizens would not be able to vote in the special election. Fewer than 1,000 noncitizens are registered to vote citywide, and only 24 are registered in Ward 8, according to the D.C. Board of Elections.
On the House floor Tuesday, Republicans especially objected to undocumented immigrants or foreign nationals being allowed to vote in local elections.
"Washington, D.C., should be at the forefront of ensuring safe and secure elections, not encouraging illegal aliens and others to vote for polices that we don't want," said Rep. August Pfluger (R-Texas), who sponsored the repeal bill.
Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D), D.C.'s nonvoting House delegate, defended the law, saying on the floor that "D.C. allows noncitizens to vote in local elections because it believes that all adult residents deserve a say in their local government."
And of the D.C. police discipline law repeal, Norton said that while Republicans regularly seek to repeal local legislation, "what is different about this bill is it also overrides the long-standing wishes of the D.C. police department." For years before the reforms, police chiefs said they lacked enough power to permanently fire officers accused of crimes or violating department rules. A 2017 Washington Post investigation and 2022 D.C. auditor's office report both found that the department was routinely forced to rehire officers it sought to terminate, in some cases for alleged misconduct as serious as physical and sexual violence.
In many cases, officers were rehired after police chiefs were forced to defer to decisions of third-party arbitrators who sided with the officers, a system the D.C. Council's police reform bill scrapped. In other cases, the department was forced to rehire officers because it missed a key 90-day deadline for bringing disciplinary action; the council's bill relaxed that deadline to make it easier for the department to meet.
In addition to allowing the union to again bargain with the department over discipline, the House also voted to restore tighter deadlines for the police disciplinary process and repeal a requirement that police notify the public before disciplinary proceedings.
D.C. police union chairman Greggory Pemberton did not respond to a request for comment Tuesday. Speaking on a panel of police union representatives at the White House last week, Pemberton criticized the D.C. Council for passing "layers and layers of legislation" that curtailed officers' ability to police and denied them the right to fight false allegations of misconduct.
The union has fought the discipline reforms since the council first passed them on an emergency basis in 2020, suing the District in federal court over the changes and arguing they strip officers of their rights as D.C. government employees. A federal judge dismissed the lawsuit, and judges at the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit upheld that decision. Three officers who were named in the D.C. auditor's 2022 report used the police union's law firm to sue the auditor over it.
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Pacers rely on unlikely heroes to take another lead in the NBA Finals
Reserves T.J. McConnell and Bennedict Mathurin give Indiana a lift in a 116-107 win over Oklahoma City in Game 3.
By Candace Buckner | 2025-06-12

T.J. McConnell provided a huge spark off the bench Wednesday night in Game 3, and the Indiana Pacers regained the series lead in the NBA Finals. (Maddie Meyer/Getty Images)


INDIANAPOLIS -- Indiana Pacers Coach Rick Carlisle sounds like a nature lover at times, when he describes his team as an "ecosystem." It starts with Tyrese Haliburton, the player whose gestures and quotes this postseason have been canonized by the fan base, who might be the sun that smiles on everyone. Any time there's a variation in him, when Haliburton swings hot and cold -- sometimes from game to game -- the rest of the roster feels it, too.
Haliburton decided to shine his light again Wednesday night in the Pacers' 116-107 win over the Oklahoma City Thunder in Game 3 of the NBA Finals, and this basketball biosphere in Indiana found its beauty everywhere and from just about everyone. Like from T.J. McConnell, producing energy for a ravenous lot of 17,274 consumers who hadn't celebrated a Pacers home win in the Finals in 25 years. And from Bennedict Mathurin, the new organism planted into this current playoff environment. While Haliburton contributed 22 points, 11 assists and nine rebounds, the role players (Mathurin, who led all scorers with 27 points, and McConnell, with 10 points, five steals and five assists) dictated the night.
The Pacers had trailed for the majority of the previous two games, but when McConnell and Mathurin checked in Wednesday, the game changed in the second quarter. They also helped change the series, giving Indiana a 2-1 lead and a chance to get greedy in Game 4 on Friday back inside Gainbridge Fieldhouse.
"This was a great win. [But] we've got to turn the page quickly," Carlisle said late Wednesday night. "There's another game in 36 hours."
Carlisle is not one to linger too long in a win. He's also not at all loquacious when it comes to sharing his game plan.
"I'm not going to talk about strategy," he said hours before tip-off for probably the 38th time this postseason.
Maybe Carlisle just didn't want to state the most obvious strategy: unleash Mathurin and McConnell off the bench and get out of the way.
McConnell disrupted inbounds plays (he had three steals in his first six minutes on the floor), zipped passes to open three-point shooters (Mathurin drilled a pair of threes off his assists) and acted like a madman in firing up the crowd.
"This series features so many special players on both sides. You know, T.J. brings some unique elements to our team, and he brings unique elements to the game in general," Carlisle said. "We need all of our guys to bring whatever is their thing to our thing and have it be part of our thing, you know. But he's a guy that inspires a lot of people. He inspires our team a lot."
When a reporter teed up a question about McConnell after the game, Haliburton couldn't contain his grin. Just as McConnell seems ready at any moment to step onto the court and cause chaos, Haliburton appeared all too eager to share his punch line.
"I think his energy is unbelievable. You guys know he's definitely a crowd favorite. I joke with him: I call him the 'Great White Hope,'" Haliburton said.

T.J. McConnell finished with 10 points, five assists and five steals, igniting the crowd at Gainbridge Fieldhouse. (Maddie Meyer/Getty Images)


For the informal fan, this year's Finals might feel like a starless exhibition -- unless viewers really want to see what that guy from the AT&T commercials does for his day job. But in the heart of basketball country, McConnell (hopefully more because of his skills than his skin color) embodies the kind of player who becomes legend here: undrafted, undersized, son of a coach who shoots every midrange jumper as though his father's instructions still ring in his head. Pacers teammate Thomas Bryant has shared the story that when he played on a different team, it was McConnell's name on the top of the scouting report.
"We had a whole shootaround dedicated to T.J. McConnell. Literally," Bryant said. "Make sure he doesn't get into the paint. Make sure he doesn't spray. Make sure he doesn't get up into us and we throw away an easy pass."
Besides lurking around the baseline after a made basket and surprising someone who is about to throw a lazy pass, McConnell's favorite move is to wait until the opponent has called a timeout so he can raise his arms and scream LET'S GO until he is red in the face at the home crowd. Early in the second quarter, McConnell went to his signature pump-up routine even as the Thunder held a slight lead.
"He does a great job of bringing energy in this building. And I think people feed off that. And he had a couple unbelievable steals. I think in a series like this what's so important is the margins. You have to win in the margins," Haliburton continued. "It's not necessarily who can make the most shots or anything. It's taking care of the ball, rebounding, little things like that. I thought he does a great job of giving us energy plays consistently and getting downhill and operating. I mean, nobody operates on the baseline like that guy. I thought did he a great job of consistently getting there and making hustle play after hustle play, and sticking with it, and I thought we did a great job of just feeding off of what he was doing."
Mathurin, perhaps the next Great Canadian Hooper, missed all of the Pacers' playoff run a year ago with a torn labrum in his right shoulder. This year, as the Pacers make clutch-time moments look casual, he has played as the missing variable off the bench. And as the Pacers closed out their ninth "clutch" win of this postseason, Mathurin remained on the floor in the closing seconds.
"I think that the state of Indiana is about basketball, and that's the first time that I really felt it," Mathurin said. "As much as this is a dream right now, I'm not trying to live in my dream. I'm trying to, like, live in the present and make sure the dream ends well, which means winning the next game and winning a championship."

Bennedict Mathurin scored a game-high 27 points off the bench. (Kyle Terada/Imagn Images)
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Nationals fall to Mets again as June swoon at the plate continues
The Nationals manage just six hits as their bats stay cold in a 5-0 loss that leaves them at 2-7 since the calendar flipped to June.
By Andrew Golden | 2025-06-12

Mets catcher Luis Torrens gets the tag down in time to get Luis Garcia Jr. at the plate in the eighth inning of New York's 5-0 win over the Nationals on Wednesday at Citi Field. (Dustin Satloff/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- There were few positives to take away from the Washington Nationals' approach at the plate during a 5-0 loss to the New York Mets on Wednesday night at Citi Field. The Nationals finished with just six hits, five of which were singles. They swung early in counts with little to show for it. They had few extended at-bats. And, again, they chased often.
The Mets, meanwhile, grabbed an early lead against Jake Irvin on Pete Alonso's RBI double in the first. In the third, Irvin left a curveball to Juan Soto over the middle of the plate and Soto crushed it for a two-run homer. Brandon Nimmo hit solo homers in the fifth and seventh innings to pad the Mets' lead.
"More than anything, I'm pissed off about it," Irvin said about his outing. "I'm going to use it as fire to keep working and figure stuff out. Disappointed? Hell, yeah. Concerned? Never."
Irvin wasn't sharp, but the batters shouldered much of the blame for the loss. The Nationals threatened Mets starter David Peterson with a pair of singles to open the seventh, but the lefty regrouped to strike out Andres Chaparro and Nathaniel Lowe before Alex Call grounded out. In the eighth, Luis Garcia Jr., who had doubled, was thrown out at home trying to score on a single by Jacob Young.
Peterson needed just 106 pitches to complete the shutout, lowering his ERA to 2.49. Irvin needed 100 to get through five innings.
The Nationals (30-37) have scored 15 runs in their nine June games. The MLB-best Mets (44-24) have hit 23 home runs this month.
"The boys are playing hard, but we got to start hitting," Manager Dave Martinez said. "We got to come back tomorrow and score some runs."
If you're looking for silver linings, James Wood was 2 for 4. The 22-year-old slugger came into Wednesday batting .115 in June after closing May on a seven-game hitting streak, a stretch that coincided with the Nationals' best offensive performances of the season. But since the calendar flipped to June, Washington has cooled.
Before Wednesday's game, Wood was visibly frustrated as he took batting practice. After he swung at and missed a pitch, he shook his head. After he fouled off a pair of pitches into the net, he leaned back and looked to the sky. Once batting practice concluded, he tossed his bat to the side.
His numbers for the month reflect that frustration: 5 for 30 with one RBI, four walks and 10 strikeouts. In eight June games before Wednesday, Wood chased more (24.7 percent) than in May (20.8 percent). He also struggled to hit fastballs.
From the first game of the year through the end of May, Wood hit .347 with a .661 slugging percentage against all fastballs -- four-seamers, two-seamers and cutters. Wood was only hitting .083 with a .167 slugging percentage in June entering Wednesday's game.
"I've been a little swing happy in some cases and a little passive in other cases," Wood said. "Just got to try and go up there and work an at-bat. Just pay attention to the game and see what's going on and have team at-bats."
In Wood's first at-bat, he watched a first-pitch sinker from Peterson land for a strike over the heart of the plate. He didn't see a better pitch the rest of the at-bat and eventually struck out when he chased a slider away. In his second at-bat in the fourth, he ripped a sinker through the right side of the infield right past the outstretched glove of second baseman Brett Baty.
"He was a little bit earlier," Martinez said. "Stayed on the fastball and was able to put some good swings on it."
That single was the Nationals' second hit of the night. Their third was a single in the seventh by Amed Rosario, who was batting in front of Wood. Peterson made an adjustment, throwing Wood a pair of sliders. Wood's single moved Rosario into scoring position, but Peterson shut down the rally from there.
Wood struck out on three pitches in the ninth. He took a sinker for a strike, swung through a sinker and whiffed at a four-seam fastball.
"It was a lot of sinkers to most of our lefties for the most part," Wood said. "He just did a good job of keeping them down. He was throwing sinkers at the bottom and the sliders off of that. ... You got to wait him out a little more, but credit to him."
Notes: Reliever Derek Law (right forearm inflammation) threw a 25-pitch simulated game before Wednesday's game and topped out at 93 mph. Law should have another simulated game soon before the team determines his next steps. Third baseman Paul DeJong was one of the hitters who faced Law during the simulated game. A day earlier, he took batting practice for the first time since getting hit in the face with a pitch. ...
Mason Thompson (Tommy John surgery) threw a simulated game Monday in West Palm Beach, Florida. Martinez said Thompson will have one more rehab outing and, if all goes well, the Nationals could send him on a minor league rehab assignment.
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Marshon Lattimore is out to show he's not the 'timid' CB we saw last year
Also on the second day of minicamp, wide receiver Noah Brown was carted off the practice field with an injury.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-06-12

Commanders cornerback Marshon Lattimore said a hamstring injury last year prevented him from playing up to his standard. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Marshon Lattimore was off last season. The hamstring injury that sidelined him for much of his first year with Washington affected his play and his transition to the Commanders.
The numbers on the field said plenty. The film showed him even more.
"I could tell in my game when I watched film. I could tell in how I was stepping," Lattimore said Wednesday after the Commanders' minicamp practice. "I looked timid in my game. Now, just being out there these past two days, I feel way better."
The cornerback, who arrived via trade from New Orleans in early November while still rehabilitating the injury, struggled in most of his five games with the Commanders. But Wednesday, in his first public comments since last season ended, Lattimore said he feels great and is eager to prove himself on the field.
"Just the burst and getting out of my breaks and all of that," he said. "That [injury] takes a lot out of you, and it takes a long time to heal. I was just trying to battle through that. Now that I've had a full offseason, I feel explosive."
Lattimore didn't suit up for Washington until Week 15 because of the injury. He wasn't targeted once in coverage in his debut against his former team, the Saints.
His subsequent outing, against the Philadelphia Eagles, didn't go as smoothly. Lattimore gave up five catches and a touchdown in coverage and was flagged three times for pass interference before exiting early because of the hamstring injury.
Lattimore sat out the final two games of the regular season and returned for the playoffs, during which he allowed 10 catches for 154 yards and a touchdown in coverage. In his five games with the Commanders, he was flagged five times for pass interference, setting up 20 points for the opponents.
Lattimore acknowledged he was pressing to prove himself.
"I just wanted to prove that they made the right decision, obviously," he said. "So I just wanted to get out there and show what I could do. I was hurt, but I don't want to make excuses. I was out there. ... If I was good enough to play, I can be evaluated on that. It is what it is. I just want to get out this year and show what I can do."
After the season, General Manager Adam Peters expressed confidence in Lattimore and reiterated his injury hindered his adjustment.
Lattimore said it wasn't until he allowed his body to rest and then resumed his training that he started to feel like himself. He avoided heavy lifting and kept his workouts focused on regaining explosiveness.
"Just getting a full offseason to get healthy, I feel great," he said. "I've been working a lot to be in better shape than I was last year, obviously dealing with the injury. ... I just want to get out there and be explosive."
Wide receiver Noah Brown was carted off the practice field after going down during one of the final seven-on-seven reps. Brown caught a short pass over the middle from Marcus Mariota and stayed on the ground for a bit before slowly standing and limping off the field.
Brown threw his helmet in frustration after reaching the sideline, then stood, hunched over, with team athletic trainers by his side. He then got on the cart and was wheeled to the facility.
The details and the severity of his injury are not yet known. Teams do not have to disclose injury information during the offseason.
Wideout Michael Gallup is also injured -- he has a strained hamstring, according to a person with knowledge of the situation -- and was not on the field Tuesday or Wednesday.
The upcoming break before training camp could be enough to help Gallup get back on the field. Should Brown be dealing with anything serious, the Commanders could add to their receiving corps before camp.
While they continue working on a new deal for wide receiver Terry McLaurin, the Commanders gave safety and special teams ace Jeremy Reaves a one-year extension, keeping him under contract through 2026, according to a person with knowledge of the deal.
Reaves, 28, is one of the longest-tenured and most respected Commanders players, joining the franchise's practice squad after the Philadelphia Eagles waived him in 2018. An undrafted free agent out of South Alabama, Reaves was cut by Washington multiple times in his first four seasons with the club before signing to the active roster in 2022.
That season, after serving as Tress Way's punt protector, Reaves was voted first-team all-pro and was selected to the Pro Bowl as a special teams player, capping a remarkable rise.
Reaves's 2023 season was cut short by a knee injury, but he returned in 2024 and was voted one of the team's postseason captains.
"This is a true Commander, one of our heavy hitters and an absolute all-around BMF [bad motherf---er] in every way," Coach Dan Quinn said. "... He affects all sides of the ball, and that's kind of the best part about our team. It's not like, 'Hey, I'm just over here with the defense or just on the special teams.' We're one team, and I love that. And Jeremy represents that about as strongly as anybody could. Now, the performance side, man, you feel him with the speed and the tackling and the toughness. We really value what he brings to us, on and off the field."
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What to know about the 2025 U.S. Open, from tee times to TV schedule 
Here's what to expect from this year's national golf championship at Oakmont Country Club.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2025-06-11

Shane Lowry and Rory McIlroy are two of the leading contenders entering the U.S. Open at Oakmont. (Ross Kinnaird/Getty Images) 


The U.S. Open returns to Oakmont Country Club in Pennsylvania this week for the first time in nine years. Here's what you need to know about the tournament.
All times Eastern.
The U.S. Open begins Thursday and continues through Sunday.
TV/streaming coverage
Thursday: 6:30 a.m.-5 p.m., USA; 5-8 p.m., Peacock.
Friday: 6:30 a.m.-8 p.m., Peacock; 1-7 p.m., NBC
Saturday: 10 a.m.-noon, USA; noon-8 p.m., NBC
Sunday: 9 a.m.-noon, USA; noon-7 p.m., NBC
Peacock also will have streaming channels devoted to featured groups throughout the tournament.
Oakmont Country Club, located about 10 miles northeast of Pittsburgh, is hosting the U.S. Open for a record 10th time. Generally regarded as one of the world's toughest courses, Oakmont features elevation changes, undulating fairways and diabolically fast greens that often pitch away from the fairway. Throw in deep rough that has been fed by a wet spring, and the course will present a significant challenge. The last time Oakmont hosted the U.S. Open, in 2016, only four players finished under par. In 2007, Angel Cabrera's winning score was 5 over par.
Bryson DeChambeau's par save after finding the sand at the 18th hole on Sunday at Pinehurst sealed his one-stroke victory over Rory McIlroy, who led by as many as two strokes during the final round but bogeyed three of his final four holes. It was DeChambeau's second U.S. Open championship.
There are 156 players in the field, which features recent U.S. Open winners, top-10 finishers from last year's tournament, recent major winners, winners of top senior and amateur events, winners of the more important PGA Tour events from recent months, players from the top of the Official World Golf Ranking and the top golfers from tours in Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia.
This year, 65 golfers earned entry via qualifying tournaments across the globe, most of them held June 2, which has been dubbed "Golf's Longest Day" because players must complete 36 holes.
As of Wednesday at FanDuel, Scottie Scheffler is the favorite to win the U.S. Open at +280 odds (wager $100 to win $280). He's the shortest pretournament favorite at a U.S. Open since Tiger Woods in 2009. DeChambeau (+700), Jon Rahm (+1200), Rory McIlroy (+1200), Xander Schauffele (+2200), Ludvig Aberg (+2200) and Collin Morikawa (+2500) round out the top of the odds board. Here are our best bets to win, other than Scheffler.
Woods underwent surgery for a torn Achilles' tendon in March and will miss the U.S. Open. He's a three-time U.S. Open champion but missed the cut in four of his previous five appearances at the tournament.
There will be 14 LIV golfers in the U.S. Open field, up one from last year. This is the first U.S. Open in which a spot is reserved for the top player from the top three of the LIV standings who otherwise had not qualified. This year, that spot went to Joaquin Niemann.
LIV golfers Sebastian Munoz, Peter Uihlein and Cameron Tringale qualified as alternates and will earn spots in the field if others drop out.
The top 60 and ties after Friday's play advance to the weekend, which makes the tournament the toughest of golf's four majors in terms of percentage of golfers who make the cut. Last year, 47.4 percent of the field made the cut, a slightly higher number than most years. That's compared with 50 percent at last year's PGA Championship, 51 percent at the British Open and 67.4 percent at the Masters.
In 2024, DeChambeau received $4.3 million and automatic entry to the tournament for the next 10 years. (This year's purse has yet to be announced.) The winner also gets five-year exemptions into the other three major championships. If he's a PGA Tour regular, the U.S. Open winner also gets a five-year invitation to the Players Championship.
The tournament's first two days should be dry and warm, with temperatures in the 80s and light breezes. The weekend forecast is dicier; it calls for showers and potential thunderstorms Saturday and Sunday.
* -- Starts on hole No. 10
(a) -- amateur
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WTA to provide ranking protection for players pursuing fertility treatments
The move, called "groundbreaking" by 2017 U.S. Open champion Sloane Stephens, is aimed at players who take a break from the tour to undergo procedures like egg or embryo freezing.
By Des Bieler | 2025-06-12

Sloane Stephens, shown in 2021, said the rankings protection will help players to not "feel forced to come back early and risk their health again." (John Minchillo/AP)


In a move it described as "groundbreaking," the WTA announced Wednesday that it will provide rankings protection to players who take a break from the tour to undergo fertility procedures such as egg or embryo freezing.
"Having the protected ranking there, so that players don't feel forced to come back early and risk their health again," 2017 U.S. Open champion Sloane Stephens said to the BBC, "is the best thing possible."
Under the new WTA rule, if a player ranked in the top 750 in singles or doubles takes a break from competition of at least 10 weeks to pursue fertility treatments, they will receive a Special Entry Ranking based on a 12-week average of their ranking beginning eight weeks before their departure. The special ranking can be used to enter three tournaments at the WTA's 500, 250 and 125 levels.
The ranking cannot be applied to 1000-level tournaments, which are tiered just below the four Grand Slam events. According to the BBC, which spoke with Stephens as a number of top players are in London for the 500-level HSBC Championships, the WTA will encourage players to seek the procedures during quieter parts of the tennis calendar.
The official WTA schedule, which this year runs from early January through early November, keeps players on the road for much of the year, making it tricky to time and carry out a fertility procedure. Stephens, 32, told Essence last year that during her first egg retrieval cycle, during the WTA's offseason, she gained approximately 20 pounds. "I rushed back, and I was overweight and not happy," she told the BBC. During the following offseason, she said, she underwent the procedure again but "took a totally different approach so I could just be in better shape."
Studies have shown that women's ability to produce offspring decreases "gradually but significantly," as the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists has put it, at 32 and decreases more sharply after 37.  Stephens, who has missed much of the WTA season this year with a foot injury suffered in February, told Essence that she wanted to freeze her eggs "so that I could focus on the present without fearing what doors I might be closing or making more difficult once my tennis chapter is closed."
On Wednesday, the eight-time WTA tournament winner hailed the organization for "recognizing the importance of fertility treatments for female athletes."
"For any woman, the conversation of family life versus a career is nuanced and complex," Stephens said in a statement shared by the tour. "The WTA has now created a safe space for players to explore options and to make the best decisions for themselves."
In 2019, after Serena Williams and Victoria Azarenka saw their rankings plummet as they took hiatuses to have children, the WTA introduced special rankings for up to three years for players in that situation. Three months ago, the tour announced a partnership with Saudi Arabia's Public Investment Fund to give WTA players up to 12 months of paid maternity leave.
"We understand that professional athletes can face a dilemma between focusing on their career and starting a family, and we are committed to supporting WTA players as they navigate and balance the choices associated with career and family," WTA CEO Portia Archer said Wednesday in a statement. "After hearing from players that the option of fertility protection offers a proactive way to balance family goals and career ambitions, we're delighted that this new measure, alongside the fertility grant offered by the PIF WTA Maternity Fund, will contribute to enabling our athletes to realize their full potential and become parents at a time of their choice."
"Someone might be out for three months; someone might be out for one week," Stephens said. "Some people gain a ton of weight; some people can go back immediately. I think when you are family planning, it's better if you have that support."
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As the U.S. Open begins, Scottie Scheffler is on a different level
How incredible is Scottie Scheffler, who begins the U.S. Open as a massive favorite? Just ask his peers.
By Rick Maese | 2025-06-12

Scottie Scheffler has won three of the past four tournaments he's entered. (Bill Streicher/Imagn Images) 


OAKMONT, Pa. -- The shot doesn't matter. It could be on the driving range, the first tee box or the 18th fairway -- a quiet practice round at home or the Sunday of a major championship. Scottie Scheffler doesn't go off-script.
Those 15-20 seconds before he approaches the ball are always the same. He fiddles with his grip, until the club settles properly into the grooves of his hands. He locks eyes on the ball. Everything else disappears as he plants his feet in the ground.
"He has the most intense concentration that I've ever seen on every shot," says fellow tour pro Kevin Kisner, "and he makes sure that he's in the zone on every shot. That's something that, in my eyes, I always look back at Tiger Woods in his heyday, and that's what he did as well."
The Tiger comparisons have increased, because nothing else is analogous. Scheffler keeps showing that he's a generational star. The only question that follows him these days: What exactly is his ceiling?
Scheffler won three of the past four tournaments he entered, including last month's PGA Championship. He's the overwhelming favorite in this week's U.S. Open, and the chatter around Oakmont Country Club isn't whether Scheffler might win his fourth career major; it's how much he could win by. His game seems tailored for this burly course, and the golf literati have already noted that Scheffler could complete a career Grand Slam with wins here and at the British Open next month.

Scheffler is the overwhelming favorite at the U.S. Open. (Andrew Redington/Getty Images) 


Just listen to his fellow competitors, their words tinged with a mix of awe and resignation, wondering whether the best they can hope for is second place when the 28-year old Texan is on his game.
"It's effortless," said Justin Thomas, a two-time major champion. "Every single aspect of his game is unbelievable. I think his mental game is better than anybody out here. To be able to play with those expectations and to stay present as often as he has, to me, is maybe more impressive than even the golf he's playing."
"What impresses me the most is his club face control is elite," said Jordan Spieth, who has won three major titles. "It's maybe the best there's ever been as far as club face control. So his consistency is ridiculous. And then that just leads to his distance control being phenomenal."
Every part of Scheffler's game is suddenly elite. Even the critics who moaned about his putting not long ago have been silenced. The two-time Masters champion leads the tour this season in both strokes gained off the tee and strokes gained approach. He's 25th in strokes gained putting -- up from 77th last season. Overall, Scheffler is gaining an average of 2.687 strokes per round over his competitors, the best mark by anyone not named Tiger since 2000.
Smylie Kaufman, the golfer turned NBC analyst, said Scheffler enters this U.S. Open with "no weaknesses in his game."
"What Scottie does an incredible job of doing is his bad days, he shoots 70," Kaufman said. "And Tiger Woods used to do the exact same thing. ... When you look at all the top players in the game right now, how many times have you seen Rory McIlroy or Xander Schauffele or Justin Thomas shoot rounds of 76 or higher on major championship Thursday rounds and all of a sudden they're out of it? Scottie Scheffler doesn't do that."

"Every single aspect of his game is unbelievable," fellow pro Justin Thomas said of Scheffler. (Andrew Redington/Getty Images) 


The separation from the field is hard to ignore, but Scheffler sometimes still talks like the wide-eyed amateur who first played the U.S. Open as a 19-year old qualifier in 2016. The event was staged at Oakmont that year, too, and with his sister, Callie, carrying his bag, Scheffler posted an opening-round 69 and actually held the overnight lead after play was suspended because of rain. (He shot a 78 the next day to miss the cut.)
Count Jack Nicklaus among those most impressed with the way Scheffler carries himself on and off the course. He watched him again up close last month when Scheffler defended his title at Nicklaus's Memorial Tournament in Ohio.
"He reminds me so much of the way I like to play," Nicklaus said. "I don't think I played nearly as well as he played. He's playing better than I played and more consistent."
Scheffler is consistent from shot to shot, hole to hole and tournament to tournament. He hasn't finished outside the top 10 in three months. A hand injury from a Christmas Day kitchen accident resulted in a relatively slow start to the year, but now Scheffler is only gaining momentum.
Sportsbook odds have pegged him as a +280 favorite this week -- meaning a $100 bet would pay out $280 -- making him the shortest U.S. Open favorite since Woods was +175 in 2009. Not surprisingly, Scheffler hasn't noticed. He's already locked in on his first tee shot Thursday afternoon.
"I don't pay attention to the favorite stuff or anything like that," he said this week. "Starting Thursday morning we're at even par and it's up to me to go out there and play against the golf course and see what I can do."
Matt Bonesteel contributed to this report.
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Will Bryson DeChambeau ever be satisfied? 
Bryson DeChambeau has won two U.S. Opens and millions of fans. But his grand golfing experiment is just getting started. 
By Rick Maese | 2025-06-11
OAKMONT, Pa. -- Bryson DeChambeau is a nerdy golfing colossus with two major championships, a booming YouTube channel and the leader of the free world on speed dial. A near-pariah not long ago for his brash confidence and his role in splintering the sport, he's now the closest thing golf has to a transcendent star, with the supernatural ability to both hit golf balls and schmooze with virtually anyone.
But what if he wasn't a golfer?
"He might be trying to put people on Mars," suggested Chris Parra, one of his college coaches at SMU. "People say it's uninhabitable, right? He'd want to prove them wrong. He loves proving people wrong."
That's one hypothesis. Another:
"I've always said if he didn't have this, he'd be a cocaine addict on the side of a road somewhere," his estranged childhood coach, Mike Schy, said with a laugh. "A lot of people forget that he was a physics major -- one of the hardest majors you could probably do. My fear was always: What is he going to do when he leaves school and has like eight hours a day that he's got to fill?"
And DeChambeau?
"Well, I'd be on the side of the street or I'd be in a research lab, something like that," he joked Tuesday. "Just kidding. I would say I'd probably be doing something around biomechanics."
DeChambeau is part scientist and part showman, part behemoth and part robot. Both loathed and loved, he'll be a main character this week at Oakmont Country Club, where the 31-year-old Californian-turned-Texan is trying to defend his U.S. Open title and become just the seventh player to win the event at least three times, a group that includes golf royalty Bobby Jones, Ben Hogan, Jack Nicklaus and Tiger Woods.
DeChambeau is unlike any of them. Or any other golfer. Possibly any other human. During this year's Masters, he couldn't sleep one night and wandered onto the backyard putting green of a local couple, striking up a conversation with strangers and working on his short game under floodlights. He golfs with President Donald Trump and recently chipped balls at the White House. He put his name on a lawsuit against the PGA Tour after jumping to Saudi-backed LIV Golf, and yet three years later he's usually the biggest draw on the course. His galleries are often packed several people deep, as though a pop star has arrived at the green.

DeChambeau often takes selfies with fans, here during a U.S. Open practice round this week. (Bill Streicher/Imagn Images) 


"It's amazing to watch the number of people and the way he's reacting to the fans these days," said Kevin Kisner, a fellow pro and a part-time analyst for NBC Sports. "And I think the transformation is amazing. I commend him for realizing that he needed to probably change that. And a lot of guys don't take the time or the effort to do it."
Watch one of his rounds up close and you'll see a man enthusiastic about everything, a dog surrounded by squirrels. He appears genuinely curious about his playing partners, eager to discuss business, golf equipment, favorite courses, funny YouTube videos.
He introduces himself to tournament volunteers, course workers and caddies. He shakes hands and bumps fists. He compliments swings, celebrates made putts and offers occasional tips. He doesn't change off-camera -- or perhaps is so accustomed to the spotlight that he acts as though the camera is always on. "Hi. What's your name? Beautiful name," he told a young girl during a recent round.
He is a spring-loaded cannon in the tee box and a soft-handed artist on the green. During a practice round, he likes to dig deep into the toolbox: buried lies, flop shots, U-turn putts to imaginary hole locations.
He's prone to checking his phone and doesn't shy away from banter. On the 15th fairway of Robert Trent Jones Golf Club in Virginia during a pro-am last week, a playing partner casually asked about DeChambeau's most recent visit with Trump. "He's a good guy. Super generous, super hospitable. He's like your grandpa," DeChambeau responded, "who's a bit of a narcissist."
Golf's leading man also has the capacity to drive the ball 400 yards, a side gig as a YouTube creator with 2 million subscribers and an endless fixation with self-improvement.
"I can't tell you how many times I've heard him say: 'Mike, Mike, I figured it out. I found the answer. This is it, this is it, this is it!" Schy said. "Of course, a week or two later, he'd tell you, 'No, no, that wasn't it after all.'
"I asked him one time -- he was probably 17 and was really into the one-plane motion and was really hitting it very, very well. I asked him, 'So what are you going to do if you come to a place where you go, That's it; I've finally figured it all out?' And, you know, he didn't really have an answer to that."

DeChambeau is the 10th-ranked golfer in the world and one of the game's biggest personalities. (Tasos Katopodis/For The Washington Post) 


At the Masters this year, DeChambeau hit 925 balls on the practice range over six days, far more than anyone else. These marathon range sessions have become a key part of his legend, but they're certainly not new. Asked recently about the origins of his work ethic, DeChambeau recalled something he read in a Ben Hogan book when he was around 13, a new golfer with more ambition than talent: "A day that you aren't practicing is another day that somebody else is getting better than you."
"I quickly started to realize I have to work harder and harder and harder, and it got to this place where it was eight hours a day of practice on Saturdays, hitting golf balls," he said. "There were Saturdays where I'd count golf ball buckets and see if I could hit over 1,000 balls in a day."
He often would. He would empty the last bucket and look down at his hands, seeing torn skin and dried blood.

DeChambeau has amassed a huge online following, thanks in part to his YouTube videos. (Tasos Katopodis/For The Washington Post) 


"It just became a bit of an obsession of 'How do I get better than others?'" he said. "... I definitely lost a lot of my childhood practicing golf, but I wouldn't change it for the world."
The preoccupation was mixed with a yearning to please and a drive to experiment. Schy and DeChambeau worked on a single-plane swing -- where the club head stays on a fluid path from backswing to impact. They adopted irons with single-length shafts and paired them with large grips. Later Schy introduced DeChambeau to his beloved Krank driver.
"He seeks validation," Schy said. "He wants to win and to be the best. But it has to be different. He has to able to say: 'Nobody's doing this. I'm the only one.' That's always, always been his quest."
DeChambeau often referred to Schy as a second father, but the two had a falling-out shortly after the golfer won the U.S. Open last June at Pinehurst. Schy felt he wasn't properly recognized and went public saying DeChambeau wasn't holding up his end of a deal to fund a junior tour in California named after DeChambeau's late father, Jon. DeChambeau's camp denied this, and his agent said Schy tried to extort $2 million from the golfer after the U.S. Open, a charge Schy denies.
"It's an unfortunate situation," DeChambeau said at last year's British Open. "I've loved that man for all of my life."
Schy said he's still rooting for DeChambeau and hopes the two can reconcile.
"I've learned over the years that this is all a never-ending journey," Schy said, "and the goal is to hopefully try to keep improving -- not only as a golfer but my hope would be that he'd improve as a person."
Said DeChambeau: "Mike has been an inspiration and incredible for me growing up as a kid to just practice and do what I needed to do to get better. He may not have had all the answers, but he led me toward the right answers, and I learned that work ethic was the most important thing."

DeChambeau could become just the seventh man to win the U.S. Open at least three times. (Tasos Katopodis/For The Washington Post) 


A decade ago, DeChambeau had just won an NCAA championship and was on the verge of winning the U.S. Amateur. He was 21 and about to become just the fifth player to win both titles in the same year, a list that includes Nicklaus, Phil Mickelson and Woods. A reporter asked, "What do you view as your role in golf moving forward?"
Even then, audacity was among the biggest tools in DeChambeau's bag. He responded, "I hope that I can honestly revolutionize the game of golf in a unique way -- in a way that tells everybody, 'Do it your own way.'"
In retrospect, he was signaling to the golf world just what kind of disrupter he would become. He breaks down courses, equipment and his own mechanics unlike anyone else, constantly searching for an edge. He once explained that when he was younger, he practiced writing cursive backward and left-handed -- "to help my fine motor skills with my hands, create more sensitivity and increase my brainpower."
Said Parra, the SMU coach: "He strives for greatness in a way that he believes is not the norm. Bryson's looking for his own perfection."

DeChambeau's body type has fluctuated throughout his professional career as part of his experimentation. (Tasos Katopodis/For The Washington Post)


The boldness, the idiosyncrasies, the detailed analysis -- it all rubbed many people the wrong way. DeChambeau heard the critics, and he couldn't always tune them out.
"As time has gone on, you realize that we're all human and it's okay if somebody has a perspective," he said. "And you just try to show them through your actions, not what you say, but through your actions of what you're doing for this great game of golf. That's all I focus on now."
DeChambeau has changed equipment, and he has changed tours. He has changed the people around him, and he has changed his body, bulking up to an almost comical degree, then slimming back down. Meantime, the sport around him shifted in a way that accelerated his rise.
Especially among young people, DeChambeau might be the most recognizable and influential person in the sport. Far more fans watch him swing a golf club in his lighthearted YouTube videos than during his live competitions on LIV Golf.
"I've always seen this side of him," Mickelson said, "this playful fun side, intelligent side, interesting side of him. ... Now everybody gets to see it because he's able to showcase that and not have who he is be filtered by a middleperson."
While his YouTube channel offers a direct connection to fans -- he has far more followers than the PGA Tour, LIV Golf or any other pro -- he also finds other ways to break through. After he won the U.S. Open last year, saving par after a miraculous 54-yard bunker shot on the final hole to douse Rory McIlroy's hopes, DeChambeau paraded around Pinehurst until after midnight, sharing the trophy with fans, smiling for every camera, even returning to the 18th hole to talk through the memorable shot with Golf Channel's Johnson Wagner. It wasn't image rehabilitation as much it was a reputational eruption.
"He's the game's ultimate marketer right now," NBC analyst Dan Hicks said. "I think he's been incredibly smart with his transformation. ... I think he's the same guy, but he's just used the showmanship routine to really take his stardom to a whole new level."

"He's the game's ultimate marketer right now," NBC analyst Dan Hicks said of DeChambeau. (Tasos Katopodis/For The Washington Post) 


DeChambeau finished in the top five at the Masters and the PGA Championship. He won a LIV event in South Korea last month, and his game is well-suited for Oakmont. Still, he turned to a new set of irons this week, in search of an edge. And he hopes to soon debut a new golf ball after further testing.
"But I'm excited to keep researching and trying and experimenting and optimizing," he said. "My goal right now is just to optimize myself to another level, and if I can't, so be it."
He'll probably always be known for his epic range sessions, but DeChambeau said he doesn't hit nearly as many balls as he once did because he has never felt more comfortable with his equipment and his mechanics.
As his manager, Connor Olson, pointed out, DeChambeau is now transferring that energy elsewhere, exploring investments, brainstorming YouTube ideas, discussing partnerships for both himself and the Crushers, the LIV team he captains.
"A lot more time grinding on business ventures these days," Olson said.
Now that he has celebrity and a devoted following, DeChambeau is figuring out what to do with his platform, a subject he has discussed with Trump.
"What he does to build his brand and content, the way his brain works, how he thinks through ideas, the people he surrounds himself with -- it's all extra," said Scott O'Neil, the CEO of LIV. "The way he engages partners and sponsors, the president -- this guy is a once-in-a-lifetime type of talent, on the course and off."
That partnership will soon be put to a test. DeChambeau's contract with LIV expires next year. He's hoping to negotiate a new deal by the end of this year, saying, "I know my worth."
"They see the value in me. I see the value in what they can provide," he said. "And I believe we'll come to some sort of resolution on that. Super excited for the future. I think that LIV is not going anywhere."

DeChambeau captains Crushers GC on the LIV tour. (Tasos Katopodis/For The Washington Post)


While some major champions jumped ship and pocketed LIV's money only to see their games suffer, DeChambeau attributes his success and his increasing popularity to his decision to leave the PGA Tour in June 2022. The lighter competition schedule gave him more free time, and he has used that time to test himself in new ways.
"YouTube has massively helped, I can tell you that," he said, "being able to just release the emotions in the way that I know I can. When I was a kid, I was super emotional, obviously, but I got frustrated on the golf course, I got really excited on the golf course."
"Then when I got on tour, it was like everybody [said]: 'Hey, no, come on, just be in control. Control yourself. Control yourself.' There were times where I got frustrated but also times where I realized: 'Hey, no, I should be expressing my emotions, because that's me. I don't want to be someone that I'm not.'"
Even if he captures another major title this weekend, DeChambeau is unlikely to be content. He wants to affect the entire sport, and then do it again and again.
"I think Bryson, in his mind, would really like to do some great things for the game," Parra said. "Obviously, he does it different than everyone else. But you do see a lot of guys that have made a lot of money and get a little complacent. They're okay with finishing 20 to 50th. That's not Bryson. Bryson is not going to stop."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/06/11/bryson-dechambeau-us-open-liv-golf/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



He's a Midwestern dentist -- and he's playing in the U.S. Open
Matt Vogt's dream was dentistry, not pro golf. Now he's in the U.S. Open, staged at the Oakmont course where he grew up.
By Rick Maese | 2025-06-11

Matt Vogt will play in his first U.S. Open this week. (Gene J. Puskar/AP) 


OAKMONT, Pa. -- "Good morning, this is the 11:20 tee time," the starter announced to the small crowd Wednesday morning. "Next up we have Emiliano Grillo, Adam Schenk and ... Matt Vogt."
There was polite applause and a small wave from the golfer. Nobody around the first tee at Oakmont Country Club seemed to notice the lack of formalities. Because, ahem, it's actually Dr. Matt Vogt.
Technically, Vogt is off the clock this week, turning in his tray of dental instruments for a bag of Titleist clubs. The 34-year-old dentist is among the most unlikely qualifiers at this year's U.S. Open. His path here reads like a Disney script -- a wide-eyed, teenage caddie at Oakmont who returns years later to play in the country's premier golf tournament -- which has made him among the most popular (if least recognizable players) in the field. So forgive him for flashing his toothy smile as he navigates the course he actually grew up on.
There he was Wednesday, at the driving range, side-by-side with Scottie Scheffler. The world's best player launching bombs next to a man who quit his college golf team, enrolled in dentistry school and settled down outside of Indianapolis, occasionally competing in local amateur tournaments when he wasn't treating patients.
"I'm still trying to soak it all in," he told reporters this week, "but also not get too sentimental about it because it's incredible. Where we're sitting right now is not far from where I just sat in the caddie yard waiting for people on the range, or we walked right up this path to the caddie shack, the porch right outside the clubhouse -- or outside the pro shop.
"Even as I just talk about it now, I get sentimental on it. This place means so much to me."

Matt Vogt has been a popular presence before the U.S. Open. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


Vogt caddied here for parts of five seasons during high school and college. He enjoyed looping for club members on one of the country's most celebrated courses, and on Mondays the caddies even got to play free, smacking balls around until sundown.
"Honestly, we did not appreciate that as much as we should have," Vogt said.
Even then, he didn't have aspirations to play professionally. He competed briefly at Butler before quitting the team and focusing on his schoolwork.
"Maybe I didn't dream big enough," he said this week, "or maybe, I don't know, I just never quite had it. I played around a lot of guys who you could tell had it and had a chance to make a shot at professional golf. It never really crossed my mind."
Instead, he enrolled at Indiana University School of Dentistry and opened his own practice near Indianapolis in 2018. "I love my patients. I'd like to think they love me as much as they can love a dentist," he said.
Golf was a hobby -- a release valve from running a business, from root canals and implants -- and when his schedule allowed, he would enter amateur tournaments. He knew the U.S. Open would be back at Oakmont this year but called it "an absolute pipe dream."
"It is for the best pros in the world," he said, "let alone amateurs. So I almost didn't want to think about it too much."

Vogt called qualifying for the U.S. Open at Oakmont "an absolute pipe dream." (Erik S Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Professional golfers can earn exemptions into the U.S. Open field -- a past champion or highly ranked player, for example -- but everyone else has to go through qualifying, first an 18-hole local tournament and then a 36-hole final qualifier. Vogt had his choice of 10 qualifying sites and chose Walla Walla, Washington -- "kind of took a flier on it," he said.
On "Golf's Longest Day," Vogt shot back-to-back 68s at Wine Valley Golf Club to punch his ticket to the U.S. Open. That was June 2, triggering a whirlwind that has yet to slow down.
"It feels like it's been about three years in about six days," he said.
Vogt will actually open the tournament: He's scheduled to hit the first shot of the 125th U.S. Open at 6:45 a.m. Thursday.
"When the first tee [shot] is hit by the former caddie and dentist, it just tells you what this championship ... is all about," said Mike Whan, the USGA's chief executive.
Vogt's story has resonated with golf fans, and those who followed him through Wednesday's practice round already seemed well-versed in the amateur's backstory: his caddie roots, his day job filling cavities, his 15-month-old daughter and the prospects of playing Oakmont on Father's Day, just two months after his own father, Jim, succumbed to colon cancer.
"It's emotional, but honestly I know he's in a better place. He was beginning to suffer, and that's something no one ever wants to see," Vogt said. "Although I wish he was still here with us -- and, yes, I'm sure this weekend will be emotional -- there's a sense of peace among our family, and I hope he's at peace as well, because it was hard."
No amateur has won the U.S. Open in 92 years; there will be 15 in the field this week trying. Suffice to say, none knows the course as well as Vogt. He's not boasting about any advantages, though, noting the rough is four to five inches higher than usual. And then there's mental grind, the TV cameras, the deep galleries and the many fans who have heard his story and, maybe for the first time in their lives, are excited to go see the dentist.
"I've never played in front of more than 100 people, let alone 10,000. If you try to ignore what's going on, it's like you're trying to fool yourself," he said. "Trying to hide and ignore emotions about what's going on out here I think would be maybe counterproductive. So I think the theme of the week for me is to just be present and let those come as they may."
Regardless of what happens next, Vogt already has given golf fans something to smile about this week.
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The World Cup is one year away. Is the U.S. ready?
The 2026 World Cup gets underway in the United States, Canada and Mexico this coming June. Here's where everything stands with tickets, qualifying and more.
By Steven Goff | 2025-06-11
One year from Wednesday, a World Cup hosted by a record number of countries will play the first of an unprecedented number of games involving an unequaled total of teams over a historic volume of days.
With 11 of 16 venues and most of the 104 matches, the United States is the primary presenter of the quadrennial men's soccer spectacle, which returns to North America for the first time since 1994.
Mexico and Canada will play smaller roles, with Mexico City's Estadio Banorte (previously known as Estadio Azteca) staging the opener.
As the tournament draws closer, several issues and most of the participating teams remain unresolved. A year out, here is a look at preparations.
To shore up White House support, FIFA President Gianni Infantino has met with President Donald Trump and administration officials several times. Trump has even displayed a replica World Cup trophy in the Oval Office.
Infantino seems to have worked himself into Trump's orbit, joining the U.S. delegation last month for meetings with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.

FIFA President Gianni Infantino has been meeting with President Donald Trump ahead of the 2026 World Cup. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP via Getty Images) 


Andrew Giuliani, son of former New York mayor Rudy Giuliani, is the point man for the White House's World Cup task force.
U.S. host cities are seeking $625 million in federal funding for security around a tournament that will span 39 days -- three weeks longer than an Olympics -- and involve months of preparations.
But there are growing concerns about immigration issues and government cutbacks affecting fans seeking to enter the United States and move between the three host countries.
Despite increased scrutiny of visitors, fans "will be welcome here," Infantino told The Washington Post. "America welcomes the world. That's how it has been, is and will be."
Trump's travel ban on citizens of 12 countries, however, would prevent fans from nations that have qualified, such as Iran. (There is an exemption for players and coaches.)
Unless you're giddy about purchasing a hospitality package ranging from $3,500 to $73,000 for multiple matches, you will not have access to tickets until this fall.
FIFA has yet to announce the process and pricing. The first step is registering on the organization's website, the only official access point for tickets.
Aside from higher costs for the opener and knockout stages, the Athletic reported FIFA is considering dynamic pricing, in which costs fluctuate based on demand and availability.
Noting stadium capacities and the number of matches, FIFA is aiming to fill more than 6 million seats. The record is close to 3.6 million for the 1994 World Cup in the United States, which averaged about 69,000 fans for 52 games -- half of the 2026 schedule.
The framework is set, with 78 matches in the United States and 13 apiece in Mexico and Canada. What remains are the date and venue designations of specific group-stage matches and the pathways to the final. That will occur at the draw in December, probably in Las Vegas. Six playoff winners, though, will not be determined until March.

Jesse Marsch is coach of Canada's men's national team. (Etienne Laurent/AP) 


Teams representing the host nations know their group stage dates and venues; they await only their opponents. The United States will play twice at SoFi Stadium in greater Los Angeles and once in Seattle. Mexico will sandwich games in the capital around a trip to Guadalajara. Canada will start in Toronto and finish with two in Vancouver.
Because they are seeded, the hosts will not be grouped with a world power, such as Argentina, Brazil or France. (The top nine qualifiers also will be seeded.)
AT&T Stadium near Dallas was awarded the most matches (nine), followed by SoFi Stadium; MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey; and Atlanta's Mercedes-Benz Stadium with eight apiece. The Texas and Atlanta venues will host semifinals, and MetLife Stadium will stage the July 19 final.
NFL stadiums are serving as U.S. World Cup venues, which is challenging for two reasons: Football fields are about 20 yards narrower than soccer fields and eight of the 11 venues have artificial turf, which is not allowed in the tournament. Grass will need to be installed.
SoFi Stadium passed a test this spring with a temporary grass field for the Concacaf Nations League finals and a U.S. women's national team friendly. All three Mexican venues and Toronto's stadium have grass; Vancouver will need a new field.
Most U.S. stadiums will undergo millions of dollars in upgrades and alterations, such as removing seats to accommodate not just the larger playing area but auxiliary zones for signage and security.
A reminder: Washington is one of the few capital regions in the World Cup's 96-year history passed over as a host city. Northwest Stadium, the home of the Washington Commanders in Landover, Maryland, did not meet FIFA standards, and D.C. United's Audi Field is much too small. FIFA rejected a joint Washington-Baltimore bid.
The qualifying process to determine the 45 teams that will join the hosts began in September 2023 and remains competitive on several continents.
With the field expanded from 32 to 48, the door has swung wide open to teams that typically would struggle to qualify. Uzbekistan and Jordan are in for the first time. Cape Verde is close to punching its maiden ticket.
A late starter, Europe is in a sprint to determine its tournament-high 16 bids. Most will be decided by November. Reigning champion Argentina was the first to secure passage out of the South American confederation. Ecuador and Brazil followed this week. Uruguay, Colombia and Paraguay are in prime position for the remaining automatic slots.

Uzbekistan will compete at the World Cup for the first time. (Fadel Senna/AFP/Getty Images)


Japan and Iran were the first Asian teams to advance, followed by South Korea, Uzbekistan and Jordan last week and Australia on Tuesday. Two additional automatic berths are available.
Concacaf, which encompasses North and Central America and the Caribbean, will pick up speed in the fall with Panama, Costa Rica and Jamaica favored to claim the automatic berths. Headlined by Egypt and 2022 semifinalist Morocco, Africa will begin awarding bids in September. New Zealand breezed through the weak Oceania region.
Four European berths and two inter-confederation slots will be settled through playoffs.
If their performance at the past two competitions is any indication, the Americans will not last long at the World Cup.
After crashing out of the 2024 Copa America in the group stage, the program seemed to find direction when renowned Argentine coach Mauricio Pochettino was appointed in September.
But the United States finished last among four teams at the Concacaf Nations League finals in March and, for an array of reasons, many regulars will miss the Concacaf Gold Cup -- the last opportunity before the World Cup for Pochettino to gather his top players for a tournament. The 16-team competition begins this weekend.
Eight friendlies with the full squad will fill the available dates in the fall and spring before Pochettino selects his World Cup roster.

The U.S. men have struggled recently. Several players, including Christian Pulisic, will miss the Concacaf Gold Cup. (Daniele Mascolo/Reuters) 


Compounding Pochettino's challenge is a generation of players entering their prime, led by Christian Pulisic, who have not met national team expectations since the 2022 World Cup.
The Americans aren't exactly building momentum on the field or creating buzz off it. Wednesday's milepost offers a reminder that they have a year to get it right.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-06-12
MLB
1 p.m. Washington at New York Mets >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM)
1 p.m. Texas at Minnesota >>> MLB Network
4 p.m. San Francisco at Colorado >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
6:30 p.m. Detroit at Baltimore >>> MASN2, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
7:30 p.m. New York Yankees at Kansas City >>> MLB Network
STANLEY CUP FINALS
8 p.m. Game 4: Edmonton at Florida >>> TNT
GOLF
6:30 a.m. U.S. Open, first round >>> USA Network
3 p.m. LPGA Tour: Meijer LPGA Classic, first round >>> Golf Channel
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP/WTA: Rosmalen Grass Court Championships, early rounds; ATP: Stuttgart Open, early rounds; WTA: HSBC Championships, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL
8:30 p.m. British Columbia at Winnipeg >>> CBS Sports Network
PROFESSIONAL SOFTBALL
8:30 p.m. Athletes Unlimited: Volts vs. Bandits >>> ESPN2
WOMEN'S COLLEGE TRACK AND FIELD
7 p.m. NCAA outdoor championships, first day >>> ESPN
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NASA postpones launch while it investigates space station leaks
NASA said Thursday it was postponing a launch of private astronauts to the International Space Station while it works with its Russian counterparts to investigate persistent leaks on the orbiting laboratory.
By Christian Davenport | 2025-06-12

Ax-4 crew members, from left, Tibor Kapu, Shubhanshu Shukla, Peggy Whitson and Slawosz Uznanski, pose inside the SpaceX Dragon spacecraft on Sept. 11, 2024. (SPACEX/AFP/Getty Images)


NASA said Thursday it was postponing a launch of private astronauts to the International Space Station while it works with its Russian counterparts to investigate persistent leaks on the orbiting laboratory.
In a statement, NASA said that Russian cosmonauts recently sealed "some areas of interest" in a module on the Russia side of the space station. As a result, "the segment is holding pressure," NASA said. It added that crews also noticed a "new pressure signature," and need additional time "to evaluate the situation and determine whether any additional troubleshooting is necessary."
The space station, which is now more than 20 years old, has suffered small cracks for years. But last year NASA said it had identified four cracks in the Russian module and about 50 other "areas of concern," leading NASA to classify the problem at its highest level of risk.
NASA has also been working with Roscosmos, the Russian space agency, to keep the hatch to the small module open only during critical operations. While the hatch is open, NASA has required it astronauts to stay on the U.S. side of the station so that they can be close to their spacecraft in case of an emergency that would force them to board their spacecraft and evacuate.
In a report last year, NASA's Inspector General called the cracks a "top safety risk" and said that in April "NASA identified an increase in the leak rate to its highest level to date." At the time, the IG said that the space agencies were focusing on welds that may have deteriorated.
NASA currently hopes to keep flying the ISS through 2030. After then it would hope be replaced by one or more private space stations designed and operated by commercial companies such as Axiom Space, Sierra Nevada, Blue Origin, Voyager Space and Vast. (Jeff Bezos, Blue Origin's founder, owns The Washington Post.) But it's unclear whether those companies could have a station ready by the time the ISS reaches the end of its life.
There are currently seven people on the ISS, including NASA astronauts Anne McClain, Nichole Ayers and Jonny Kim. Also on board are Kirill Peskov, Sergey Ryzhikov and Alexey Zubritsky of Russia and Takuya Onishi of Japan.
They were to be joined for about two weeks by a group of four private citizens on a mission commissioned by Axiom Space, a private space company based in Houston. They were to be launched on a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket and Dragon spacecraft.
In a post on X, Kam Ghaffarian, the executive chairman of Axiom Space, wrote that the company "will continue to work with all of our partners to finalize a new launch date and look forward to flying the Ax-4 mission soon."
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'This is coming for everyone': A new kind of AI bot takes over the web
As consumers switch from Google search to ChatGPT, a new kind of bot is scraping data for AI chatbots.
By Nitasha Tiku | 2025-06-12

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


People are replacing Google search with artificial intelligence tools like ChatGPT, a major shift that has unleashed a new kind of bot loose on the web.
To offer users a tidy AI summary instead of Google's "10 blue links," companies such as OpenAI and Anthropic have started sending out bots to retrieve and recap content in real time. They are scraping webpages and loading relevant content into the AI's memory and "reading" far more content than a human ever would.
According to data shared exclusively with The Washington Post, traffic from retrieval bots grew 49 percent in the first quarter of 2025 from the fourth quarter of 2024. The data is from TollBit, a New York-based start-up that helps news publishers monitor and make money when AI companies use their content.
TollBit's report, based on data from 266 websites -- half of which are run by national and local news organizations -- suggests that the growth of bots that retrieve information when a user prompts an AI model is on an exponential curve.
"It starts with publishers, but this is coming for everyone," Toshit Panigrahi, CEO and co-founder of TollBit, said in an interview.
Panigrahi said that this kind of bot traffic, which can be hard for websites to detect, reflects growing demand for content, even as AI tools devastate traffic to news sites and other online platforms. "Human eyeballs to your site decreased. But the net amount of content access, we believe, fundamentally is going to explode," he said.

TollBit's co-founders are Chief Operating Officer Olivia Joslin, left, and Chief Executive Officer Toshit Panigrahi. (TollBit)


A spokesperson for OpenAI said that referral traffic to publishers from ChatGPT searches may be lower in quantity but that it reflects a stronger user intent compared with casual web browsing.
To capitalize on this shift, websites will need to reorient themselves to AI visitors rather than human ones, Panigrahi said. But he also acknowledged that squeezing payment for content when AI companies argue that scraping online data is fair use will be an uphill climb, especially as leading players make their newest AI visitors even harder to identify.
Debate around the AI industry's use of online content has centered on the gargantuan amounts of text needed to train the AI models that power tools like ChatGPT. To obtain that data, tech companies use bots that scrape the open web for free, which has led to a raft of lawsuits alleging copyright theft from book authors and media companies, including a New York Times lawsuit against OpenAI. Other news publishers have opted for licensing deals. (In April, The Washington Post inked a deal with OpenAI.)
In the past eight months, as chatbots have evolved to incorporate features like web search and "reasoning" to answer more complex queries, traffic for retrieval bots has skyrocketed. It grew 2.5 times as fast as traffic for bots that scrape data for training between the fourth quarter of 2024 and the first quarter of 2025, according to TollBit's report.
Panigrahi said TollBit's data may underestimate the magnitude of this change because it doesn't reflect bots that AI companies send out on behalf of AI "agents" that can complete tasks on a user's behalf, like ordering takeout from DoorDash.
The start-up's findings also add a new dimension to mounting evidence that the modern internet -- optimized for Google search results and social media algorithms -- will have to be restructured as the popularity of AI answers grows.
"To think of it as, 'Well, I'm optimizing my search for humans' is missing out on a big opportunity," he said.
Installing TollBit's analytics platform is free for news publishers, and the company has more than 2,000 clients, many of which are struggling with these seismic changes, according to data in the report.
Although news publishers and other websites can implement blockers to prevent various AI bots from scraping their content, TollBit found that more than 26 million AI scrapes bypassed those blockers in March alone. Some AI companies claim bots for AI agents don't need to follow bot instructions because they are acting on behalf of a user.
Mark Howard, chief operating officer for the media company Time, a TollBit client, said the start-up's traffic data has helped Time negotiate content licensing deals with AI companies including OpenAI and the search engine Perplexity.
But the market to fairly compensate publishers is far from established, Howard said. "The vast majority of the AI bots out there absolutely are not sourcing the content through any kind of paid mechanism. ... There is a very, very long way to go."
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How Disney's AI lawsuit could shift the future of entertainment
Disney and Universal are the first major Hollywood studios to file copyright infringement lawsuits against AI companies, marking a pivotal moment in the ongoing fight by artists, newspapers and content makers to stop AI firms from using their work as training data.
By Tatum Hunter, Will Oremus | 2025-06-12

(Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post; AP and Reuters photos) 


The battle over the future of AI-generated content escalated on Wednesday as two Hollywood titans sued a fast-growing AI start-up for copyright infringement.
Disney and Universal, whose entertainment empires include Pixar, Star Wars, Marvel and Despicable Me, sued Midjourney, claiming it wrongfully trained its image-generating AI models on the studios' intellectual property.
They are the first major Hollywood studios to file copyright infringement lawsuits, marking a pivotal moment in the ongoing fight by artists, newspapers and content makers to stop AI firms from using their work as training data -- or at least make them pay for it.
As AI rapidly develops, tech companies have raced to build and monetize tools that generate Hollywood-grade images and videos. Now these tools are poised to transform moviemaking and the entertainment industry in coming years, experts say, and this lawsuit represents a bid by some of Hollywood's giants to secure their place in that future.
"It's sort of a 'finally' moment," said Chad Hummel, principal at the Los Angeles office of the law firm McKool Smith. Previously, entertainment giants had stayed on the sidelines even as researchers documented how AI tools could be used to generate apparently infringing content. Now they've entered the fray in a big way.
Midjourney is one of a handful of AI generators that has captured the world's imagination by letting users spin up images on demand. What started as a novelty quickly became a major source of online content, as people used Midjourney and other generators such as OpenAI's Sora and Stable Diffusion to generate everything from memes to pornography to reimaginations of popular characters from movies and TV.
But the resulting images don't come from a vacuum -- the AI models are trained by ingesting millions of words and images from across the internet, including copyrighted work from individual artists and entertainment studios. AI companies claim that their generators are spitting out entirely new creations and that the training data falls under "fair use" according to copyright law. Artists and midsize media companies have pushed back, saying the AI is stealing their work.

A comparison of the AI-generated version of Star Wars' Chewbacca character, left, from a complaint filed by Disney and Universal and Disney's original version of Chewbacca. (Left: Obtained by The Post; Right: Lucasfilm/Fox/Kobal/Shutterstock)


Disney and Universal's lawsuit frames the issue as a matter of good versus evil, calling Midjourney "a bottomless pit of plagiarism." AI industry advocates counter that legacy media companies are standing in the way of a technological advance that could unleash a wave of creativity.
Midjourney did not respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
In the suit, filed in U.S. District Court for the Central District of California, the companies allege that Midjourney "seeks to reap the rewards" of Disney's creative work by selling an AI image service that "functions as a virtual vending machine, generating unauthorized copies of Disney's and Universal's copyrighted works."
Indeed, AI-generated content depicting beloved -- and copyrighted -- characters such as Mario, Shrek or Winnie the Pooh has circulated online, at times going viral on social media and spawning a new approach to fan art. Star Wars junkies, for instance, no longer have to comb the web for stories and visuals based on their favorite characters -- they can use an AI video generator to create an original 11-minute Star Wars movie with photorealistic sets and characters.
AI video still isn't advanced enough to produce passable full-length films or TV shows, Washington Post tests found.
That might be why copyright holders waited to file lawsuits against AI video generators, said James Grimmelmann, a law professor at Cornell University. While AI audio can now produce songs that sound human-generated, AI video hasn't made that leap, he said. OpenAI's Sora, for example, can only generate content roughly a minute long. And although the speed and fluency is a remarkable improvement compared to older models, it doesn't offer the kind of fine-grained controls directors and studios need, according to Grimmelmann.
But production companies are already using AI for preproduction brainstorming, special effects and on-screen images. The quality of AI-generated content has improved rapidly since OpenAI first released its image generator DALL-E in 2021, with companies including OpenAI and Google now offering video generators to the public. Many believe it's a matter of time before content that's entirely AI generated makes its way into mainstream entertainment. SAG-AFTRA, the union representing film and TV actors, has struck deals with voice AI companies allowing actors to license their voices, and this week the union reached a tentative agreement with a collection of video game companies to pay actors if their voices or likenesses appear in AI-generated games.

A comparison of the AI-generated version of Universal Studios' Minion characters from "Despicable Me," left, from a complaint filed by Disney and Universal and Universal's original version of the characters. (Left: Obtained by The Post; Right: Universal/Kobal/Shutterstock)


"Patience and persistence has resulted in a deal that puts in place the necessary A.I. guardrails that defend performers' livelihoods in the A.I. age," the union said in a blog post Monday.
Meanwhile, a new class of AI start-ups such as Moonvalley and Runway are already working with Hollywood studios to integrate AI into the production process, the companies have said.
This lawsuit is the latest in a barrage by rightsholders -- including artists, authors and media companies -- alleging infringement by AI firms. Among the highest-profile cases is one filed by the New York Times against OpenAI, the maker of ChatGPT. At the same time, many are signing multimillion-dollar licensing deals with AI firms granting them full access to their content -- for a price. (The Washington Post has a content-sharing deal with OpenAI.)
The Disney and Universal suit takes a different tack from other lawsuits, demanding that Midjourney filter what it generates rather than avoid scraping the studios' intellectual property altogether.
"This one seems more aimed at establishing the kind of expectations that copyright owners have of non-AI platforms: You need to take down obvious copies of our works," said Grimmelmann.
What the movie studios don't want, according to Hummel, is for tech firms to be able to cut them out of the equation by training models on their work without having to pay for it.

A comparison of the AI-generated version of Disney's Deadpool character, left, from a complaint filed by Disney and Universal and Disney's original version of Deadpool. (Left: Obtained by The Post; Right: Moviestore/Shutterstock)


"This is not going to be Hollywood trying to shut down generative AI," Hummel said. "It's about compensation."
Already, many visual artists are feeling the effects of AI's entry, said Jon Lam, a video game artist and creators rights activist. He said he has watched his circle of professional contacts struggle to find work when AI can replicate different art styles with the click of a mouse. Wednesday's lawsuit was "a huge confidence boost" for creatives like Lam hoping for an upset that stops film, TV and video game studios from drawing on artists' work without paying them, he said.
A win for Disney and Universal wouldn't necessarily protect artists in the entertainment industry from getting replaced by AI, said Ben Zhao, a professor of computer science at University of Chicago who helped build Glaze, a software tool that protects visual art from AI mimicry. But it could drastically limit the material that AI tools can draw from, he said. Without fresh data, AI generators would regurgitate the same visual ideas over and over, Zhao said, making them less useful for production companies. In that sense, both AI companies and entertainment studios rely on artists who produce new work and make a living wage.
Some tech industry leaders have argued that creating tools such as ChatGPT would be impossible if they couldn't be trained on copyrighted data -- and that requiring AI companies to pay every creator would stall an AI boom that promises vast economic benefits.
Studios such as Disney and Universal should embrace AI video rather than suing to stop it, said Adam Eisgrau, who leads a program on AI, creativity and copyright for the Chamber of Progress, a center-left trade group that represents technology companies including Midjourney.
"My initial reaction is that the movie industry has a long history and a short memory," Eisgrau said. He compared the lawsuit to one decades ago in which studios sued the makers of videocassette players and lost -- which he said was "lucky for them," because they ended up profiting greatly from the technology.
Meanwhile, each step forward for AI video is met with rapt attention from fans of the tech. A clip posted Sunday in the Reddit forum r/aivideo showed a short trailer for a nonexistent movie -- one with visual references starkly similar to science fiction series such as Star Wars.
"Please turn this into a feature film. It would be freaking crazy," one commenter said.
"That's the plan!" replied the poster.
Nitasha Tiku contributed to this report.
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Meta bolsters data trove with $15 billion stake in startup Scale AI 
Meta agreed to pay $14.8 billion for a 49 percent stake in the AI data firm Scale AI, which will give the company access to talent and data services.
By Naomi Nix, Nitasha Tiku | 2025-06-11

(Thibault Camus/AP)


Meta has agreed to pay $14.8 billion for a 49 percent stake in the artificial intelligence data firm Scale AI in one of the biggest acquisitions the social media giant has made since its 2014 deal to buy WhatsApp, according to a person familiar with the matter.
The arrangement with Scale AI, which could be announced as soon as Wednesday, will give the start-up's CEO, Alexandr Wang, a senior position at Meta leading a team focused on developing superintelligence, said the person, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private company matters.
Superintelligence describes a hypothetical technology that could perform better than humans at all tasks. Meta, which is an existing Scale AI customer, is expected to expand its use of the company's data-labeling services, the person said. The deal was reported earlier by the Information. The New York Times and Bloomberg News earlier reported Meta's decision to create a new AI lab. Meta and Scale AI declined to comment.
The deal will give Meta more access to Scale AI's services, which have shifted over the years. The company first specialized in connecting large tech companies with human contractors to label the massive amounts of data necessary to train AI models, focusing on self-driving vehicles and relying on "digital sweatshops" in areas such as the Philippines.
As the technology progressed to require little labeling, Scale pivoted to the types of contractors and data required for later stages of AI development, including making chatbots sound more human or helping them improve in specific categories, such as health care or defense.
Outlier AI, a platform Scale uses to hire contractors, on Tuesday advertised 28 roles, mostly for specialized human trainers focusing on subject areas such as advanced biology, chemistry and physics, and for a number of voice-training roles in languages including Chinese and Arabic.
Meta's acquisition could face scrutiny from antitrust regulators in the Trump administration who, while cautious about regulating AI, have expressed skepticism about the power and effect of big technology companies, including Meta, said William Kovacic, a former Federal Trade Commission chair and a law professor at George Washington University.
The FTC earlier this year opted not to drop its lawsuit challenging Meta's acquisitions of Instagram and WhatsApp, even after Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg lobbied the White House for a resolution.
Earlier this month, panelists at an FTC event called for stiff regulatory changes to help make the internet safer for kids and teens. But FTC Chair Andrew Ferguson said in September that "AI may pose a much-needed competitive and innovative challenge to incumbent Big Tech firms."
"A knee-jerk regulatory response will only squelch innovation, further entrench Big Tech incumbents, and ensure that AI innovators move to jurisdictions friendlier to them -- but perhaps hostile to the United States," he added.
Kovacic said that, if antitrust regulators examine Meta's acquisition, they would have to determine whether the company could be considered a dominant player in the AI field to take action.
"My sense of looking at the commentary from the business community is that Meta is not the leader in the development of artificial general intelligence -- that it is trailing the field," he said.
Meta's alliance with Wang is the latest in personnel changes as the social media giant attempts to compete with tech firms that have a stronger reputation in generative AI, such as OpenAI, Anthropic, Google, Microsoft and China-based DeepSeek. Zuckerberg has said he expects that Meta's AI chatbot will become the leading AI assistant, besting rivals such as ChatGPT and Claude.
Meta earned a lot of goodwill from industry insiders when its popular AI model, called Llama, launched in 2023, earning points for its relative openness as OpenAI and Google began to publish fewer papers and reveal less about how their technology was developed.
But, in recent months, Meta has faced public stumbles. In April, it was caught trying to manipulate a platform for evaluating AI models called LMArena. And last month, Meta said it would delay the rollout of its gargantuan AI model called Behemoth, according to a report in the Wall Street Journal.
Meanwhile, Meta's recently launched AI app, which Zuckerberg touted in podcast appearances, seems to have fallen flat with consumers. It is ranked No. 17 in the productivity category on Apple's App Store and has fewer than 10 million downloads on the Google Play Store.
In April, Joelle Pineau, who had worked at the company for about eight years, announced that she was leaving her post leading Meta's AI research lab. During her tenure, Meta made significant moves to reshape the once-independent artificial-research lab to be more aligned with the company's business and product priorities.
The following month, Meta reorganized its generative AI  team, splitting the department into two groups focused on AI research and consumer products, according to an internal memo about the plans seen by The Washington Post.
"I believe this structure will be a major upgrade to overcome the biggest challenges that I've heard from many of you, and will help accelerate our overall progress," wrote Meta Chief Product Officer Chris Cox.
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'Come and get me': Gavin Newsom has entered the meme war
Locked in an online showdown with Trump over the L.A. protests, Newsom is styling himself as an internet-era champion of the left.
By Tatum Hunter | 2025-06-11

(Illustration by The Washington Post; Jordan Vonderhaar/Bloomberg/Getty Images; iStock)


California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) has found himself in the center of the internet's spotlight after squaring off with President Donald Trump on social media over the deployment of military troops to counter protesters in Los Angeles.
While police deployed tear gas and shot at protesters in Los Angeles with rubber bullets on Monday, Newsom shared a screenshot on TikTok of a Washington Post headline reporting that California would sue Trump over the National Guard's presence, paired with a trending sound sampled from  the movie "Mean Girls." The video was captioned "We will not stand while Donald Trump illegally federalizes the National Guard" and was liked more than 255,000 times.
In another video, posted Friday to X, Newsom talks right into a phone camera with the attached message: "Let's do a simple Econ 101 lesson for @realDonaldTrump." That post grabbed 1.7 million views.
Newsom's clapbacks catapulted to meme status as posters on the left and the right devoured each new beat in the Newsom-Trump showdown. During the back-and-forth, Newsom grew his TikTok following by almost 50 percent, to 897,000 as of Tuesday, and gained 60,000 new followers on X.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) on June 10 denounced President Donald Trump for inflaming the situation in Los Angeles by sending federal forces.


While Newsom didn't ask for the military response in L.A. that ignited tension with the president over the weekend, he responded to the sudden attention with internet-savvy posts that borrow strategies from professional creators, such as speaking straight to camera, shooting vertically and using trending sounds on TikTok to reach more viewers. Audiences responded with Newsom-related memes of their own, introducing his political persona to throngs of young people online.
In a political economy that's increasingly beholden to the incentives and payoffs of social media, political experts say Newsom's online strategy could  rally support for his position on the  L.A. protests and  bolster his profile among younger, more online voters.
"This sort of meme-posting with clever comments back and forth probably isn't helpful with swing voters, but it could be effective at making him more popular among Democrats," said Jon Ladd, a professor of public policy at Georgetown University.
Before police clashed with protesters during anti-ICE demonstrations on Saturday, Newsom was already taking aim at Trump on social media over the president's alleged plans to cancel federal funding to California.
But the tone between Newsom and Trump grew more aggressive as the president deployed 2,000 National Guard troops to Los Angeles over the weekend. Newsom took to his official gubernatorial TikTok account to announce that he would sue the Trump administration over the deployment, which he called "illegal" and chaotic.
The post, which has been viewed more than 8 million times, was set to the hip-hop song "Sticky" by Tyler, the Creator and included a meme with the words "f--- around" and "find out." Comments on the post expressed shock and delight that the governor, known as a moderate Democrat, would share something so tongue-in-cheek and antagonistic.
After Trump's border czar, Tom Homan, said in an interview with NBC on Sunday that he wouldn't rule out arresting elected officials, including Newsom, if they "harbor ... illegal aliens" or defy law enforcement, Newsom again shot back on TikTok: "Come and get me, tough guy. I don't give a damn," his personal account shared, alongside a clip of the governor speaking about Homan's comments.
Meanwhile, Trump and his allies attacked Newsom on Truth Social and other platforms. "The very incompetent 'Governor,' Gavin Newscum, and 'Mayor,' Karen Bass, should be saying, 'THANK YOU, PRESIDENT TRUMP, YOU ARE SO WONDERFUL. WE WOULD BE NOTHING WITHOUT YOU, SIR,'" Trump wrote Monday in a Truth Social post that has received 53,000 likes. Right-wing media networks boosted the clash, with Valuetainment Media owner Patrick Bet-David using his popular YouTube channel to criticize Newsom -- and promote his company's branded flip-flop sandals, "for Newsom, who's flip-flopping."
Newsom could benefit from the attention generated by a public feud with Trump even if it puts him and his constituents in the administration's crosshairs, said Karen North, a professor of digital social media at the University of Southern California.
Newsom's approval ratings are already surging among potential voters in California, from 44 percent in October to 52 percent in March, according to data from the Public Policy Institute of California. Feuds, meanwhile, are known to funnel attention toward online influencers, whether YouTube gossipmongers or internet-era celebrities  such as the Kardashians. The same holds true for politicians, North said, who increasingly style themselves after popular online creators in hopes of building a brand that resonates with voters.
"Newsom's approach to this extremely contentious situation creates an opportunity for him to lock horns with Donald Trump, but he's not doing it in the standard manner of having a hard, flat negotiation, rather in a way that plays to the shareability of social media," she said.
Thanks to algorithmic feeds that prize outrageous material and must-share content, memes travel faster than messaging, North said. To win elections or even solve serious political conflicts  such as the Los Angeles showdown, politicians  such as Newsom now drum up support by feeding into trending narratives online, she added.
They also rely more on new media channels such as podcasts and video talk shows that share clips on social media -- which Trump's digital strategists leveraged successfully in the 2024 election. Beyond the news media, there's a second ecosystem of online takes and commentary that's often more powerful than traditional channels for communicating with constituents, North said, and political figures are eager to break in.
"The strategy hasn't changed -- California is front and center because we're under attack," said Brandon Richards, Newsom's spokesman. "The public deserves straight talk, not spin, and that's exactly what we deliver."
"Gavin Newsom continues to humiliate himself while his city burns by cosplaying as an online influencer for violent rioters," said Abigail Jackson, a White House spokeswoman. "Newsom can get all the TikTok likes he wants, but that doesn't change the truth: he turned a blind eye while American law enforcement were brutally attacked in defense of criminal illegal aliens."
Newsom addressed Trump publicly Tuesday night in a video streamed live to multiple social platforms. The governor wore a suit, stood in front of the U.S. and California flags and delivered a traditional address to a camera.
"What's happening right now is very different than anything we've seen before," he said during the two-minute clip, which had 1.1 million views on X. He described a Saturday-morning ICE raid at a Home Depot in a predominantly Latino neighborhood, as well as federal agents separating families and arresting a pregnant woman. "This brazen abuse of power by a sitting president inflamed a combustible situation," he said.
Even the most fervent online meme-ing doesn't always translate to political success. In the lead-up to the 2024 presidential election, spectators awed at the popularity of Kamala Harris memes on TikTok, which is known for its younger audience. At the polls, however, the coconut memes and "'Brat' summer" edits didn't tip the scales in her favor.
Jeremy B. Merrill contributed to this report.
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Live updates: Trump's deployment of troops to L.A. protests will get court hearing
Protests over immigration raids have broken out in several other cities, including Chicago, New York, San Antonio and Spokane, Washington.
By Kelsey Ables, Victoria Craw, Annabelle Timsit, Andrew Jeong, Perry Stein, Amy B Wang, Tobi Raji, Anumita Kaur, Patrick Svitek, Jaclyn Peiser, Ben Brasch, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Karin Brulliard, Arelis R. Hernandez, Marianne LeVine, Zoeann Murphy, Colby Itkowitz, Maria Luisa Paul, Kim Bellware, Washington Post staff | 2025-06-12
A federal court will hear arguments this afternoon on California Gov. Gavin Newsom's emergency motion seeking to block troops deployed by President Donald Trump to Los Angeles from enforcing immigration and local law. Seven-hundred Marines have completed training and will soon be working alongside National Guard forces in the greater Los Angeles area, according to the Northern Command, which released a statement Wednesday saying they would start their work "within the next 48 hours." Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has deployed more than 5,000 National Guard soldiers and over 2,000 Texas Department of Public Safety troopers as Texas braces for continued protests against the Trump administration's immigration policies. Protests have spread from Los Angeles to several other cities, including Chicago, New York, San Antonio and Spokane, Washington.
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Solidarity and dismay in a neighborhood on the edge of the L.A. protests
Historic Little Tokyo, one of the largest enclaves of Japanese Americans in the country, is supporting protests over the immigration raids -- with a caveat.
By Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2025-06-12

A worker places a sign displaying solidarity with immigrants on the front door of a shop in the Little Tokyo neighborhood of Los Angeles. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


LOS ANGELES -- In Little Tokyo, a five-block neighborhood east of downtown that is among the country's largest Japanese American enclaves, news often gets delivered and shared at the century-old koban. It's a community security office similar to those in Japan, housed in a former police substation and named after a local hero from World War II.
Brian Kito stood on the sidewalk outside the koban Wednesday, surveying the street that's become a hot spot of activity after days of federal immigration raids in the region. The federal building and an immigration detention center are nearby, and some of the protesters there have spilled into Little Tokyo. Their anger has taken a toll: windows smashed at a sporting goods and auto supply shop, sporadic looting, graffiti on the Japanese American National Museum.
Kito, president of the neighborhood's public safety association, backs the demonstrations and all but a few of the people involved. "I've tried to get the word out to protesters: 99 percent we support their cause," he said. But there's that other 1 percent: "They're killing us: the tagging, the looting."
The neighborhood's annual cleanup on May 17 drew 400 volunteers, who removed stickers, graffiti and trash, he said. Less than a week of protests reversed all of their work. Even after the museum was hosed off, the graffiti there remained visible.
"It's horrendous, the worst we've ever been," Kito said.

A mural of Dodgers star Shohei Ohtani towers over locals and tourists in Little Tokyo. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)



Workers board up windows of a business in Little Tokyo, which has been hit with some vandalism as protests over federal immigration raids have taken place in downtown Los Angeles. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


His own family shop a few doors down, Fugetsu-Do confectionery, opened in 1903 with its racks of sweet mochi rice cakes. It also got tagged. "We've cleaned it off, but there's so much out there, it's going to take a lot," he said.
Signs of solidarity have been posted for days in the front windows of Little Tokyo stores. At Rakkan Ramen: "We stand with immigrants, keep families together." At the Far East Lounge: "ICE out of LA." Still, some businesses have started boarding up windows. Others, like Japanese Village plaza, where shops sell kimonos, tea sets, and Hello Kitty and anime toys, are opting to close early.
The 68-year-old Kito felt frustrated. He backs the mayor's 8 p.m.-6 a.m. curfew as a way to help protect his neighborhood and prevent "the good people from being collateral damage."
After the curfew took effect Tuesday night, Kito watched a group of protesters across from the koban grow from 15 to 60 people. He texted Los Angeles police, who arrived soon after and fired less-lethal munitions into the crowd.
"They dispersed as soon as the bullets started flying," he said, pleased by the officers' response. He didn't see police as the enemies of protesters -- he saw them maintaining order. The people still around after curfew "are out to cause trouble. They have no business here."
Video posted on social media Tuesday night showed Ootoro Little Tokyo Sushi, on the next block, as looters bashed in the door and started to ransack the restaurant. Then some protesters intervened and chased them away.
"Somebody took the initiative to do the right thing," Kito said. "I was so surprised and happy to see it."

Brian Kito's family has owned Fugetsu-Do confectionery in Little Tokyo since 1903. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


He wishes more protesters recognized the parallels between the federal government's treatment of immigrants today and its treatment of Japanese Americans after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941. His parents met and married at a Japanese incarceration camp.
"We were victims," he said. "Of course we sympathize with their cause."
His message to the Trump administration: "You're making the same mistake they made in 1941 in terms of human rights violations."
His message to protesters? "We need their help."
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Her great-grandmother, raised by a single dad, started Father's Day in 1910
Sonora Dodd, who created Father's Day in the early 1900s, has two living descendants: her granddaughter and great-granddaughter. 
By Kyle Melnick | 2025-06-12

Barbara Hillerman (left), Sonora Dodd (center) and Betsy Roddy in August 1976 in Spokane, Washington. (Whitworth University)


Betsy Roddy's family used to send a Father's Day card each year to her great-grandmother, Sonora Dodd. The unusual practice seemed an obvious tradition to her family: Dodd invented Father's Day.
It was 1909 when Dodd suggested at a Mother's Day church sermon that dads should have their day too.
Dodd and her five siblings were raised by their father after their mother died in childbirth. Dodd's dedication to her father led to a decades-long fight for Father's Day to become a national holiday, which happened in 1972, six years before Dodd died at age 96.
Dodd now has two living descendants, Barbara Hillerman, 90, and Roddy, 63, both of whom share Dodd's story whenever they can in hopes of commemorating her contributions.
Speaking about Dodd's efforts to create Father's Day, Roddy told The Washington Post: "I don't know that I appreciated how important that was until later when I started digging into it and realized how much work had gone into that."

Barbara Hillerman, left, and Betsy Roddy are the last living descendants of Sonora Dodd, who founded Father's Day. (MyHeritage)


Roddy said she and Hillerman have reviewed more than a 100 newspaper and magazine clippings, letters, reports, pamphlets, drawings, photos and other artifacts that Dodd left behind -- which Whitworth University in Spokane, Washington, digitalized -- to piece together Dodd's story.
William Jackson Smart, a Civil War veteran who worked as a farmer, raised Dodd and her brothers -- Charles, George, Marshall, Henry and Fred -- alone after their mother, Ellen, died in childbirth in 1898.
In May 1909 -- 11 years before women could vote -- Dodd attended a Mother's Day sermon at a Spokane church with her husband, John, when she suggested fathers should also be honored. Over the next year, Dodd petitioned for a holiday, which Spokane's mayor and Washington state's governor supported.

A drawing depicts William Jackson Smart, Sonora Dodd's father. (MyHeritage)


The first Father's Day celebrations were on June 19, 1910. At Dodd's church, girls distributed red roses, a symbol to honor living fathers, and white roses for fathers who had died. One Spokane retail store posted a sign on its window that said "Give Father a gift on his day."
In the following years and decades, however, bills introduced in Congress that would've made Father's Day a national holiday failed to pass.
But Dodd continued pushing for the holiday. In June 1917, she told the Hood River Glacier, a former Oregon newspaper: "With our country plunged into the horrors of war, it seems most appropriate that we should bear in mind the great deeds of our fathers." In 1943, Dodd distributed red, white and blue ribbons that said "Vote for Dad and Gramps."

Sonora Dodd founded Father's Day. (MyHeritage)


Former president Lyndon B. Johnson declared in 1966 that the third Sunday in June would be Father's Day, and former president Richard M. Nixon signed a proclamation in 1972 to make the holiday official. Nixon wrote in a telegram to Dodd that year: "As the father of two lovely daughters who have never forgotten Fathers Day, I am grateful to you for beginning this great tradition in American life," according to a copy in the digital archive.
Roddy's family, which lived in Silver Spring, Maryland, visited Dodd every year in Spokane. While her family discussed how Dodd created Father's Day, Roddy said, she didn't realize the significance of it at the time.
Growing up, Roddy had a few Father's Day traditions: Making a card for her father, Neal, going out to dinner with her parents and writing Dodd a card. She still has the card her family sent Dodd in 1977, which said "A Father's Day Greeting with Wishes for your Happiness." It was signed "Love on 'your' day."

A Father's Day card Sonora Dodd's family sent her in June 1977. (Whitworth University)



A Father's Day card Sonora Dodd's family sent her in June 1977. (Whitworth University)


Dodd died March 22, 1978, and was buried at a Spokane cemetery. She had one son, John, who had one daughter, Hillerman, who had one daughter, Roddy, who was widowed in 2016 and doesn't have children.
Roddy didn't explore all the efforts Dodd made until 2018, when Whitworth University asked to create an online archive related to Father's Day. Roddy found about five cardboard boxes in her late grandparents' garage in Whitefish, Montana, full of artifacts from Dodd's life. Roddy noted each artifact in chronological order in a thick journal.
Roddy learned more about Dodd and her family -- how Smart fought for the Union in Arkansas during the Civil War and how after he and Ellen got married as a widower and widow, respectively, in 1880, the family differentiated between their siblings by calling them "steps, halves and wholes." But mainly, Roddy said, Dodd's efforts to create Father's Day -- despite the holiday's opponents saying it would be commercialized -- inspired her.

Sonora Dodd outside the Young Men's Christian Association building in Spokane, Washington, in June 1948. (Whitworth University)


"She didn't just do it alone," Roddy said. "But the fact that she was able to marshal these people to support and move it forward in conjunction with her is also a testament to that sharpness, intelligence, focus -- the qualities that I'd like to hope that I embody as her great-granddaughter."
Dodd wasn't opposed to Father's Day becoming commercialized, telling a Washington journalist in October 1965: "I do not think any gift too great for fathers." Roddy echoed that sentiment now.
Dodd's persistence motivated Roddy to pursue her own happiness. Roddy sold her Los Angeles home and began traveling the country in her Chevrolet Tahoe in January 2021. She now lives on a 12-acre farm in Columbus, North Carolina, with her German shepherd and golden retriever mix, Koda, and three miniature donkeys, Hershey, Twix and Snickers.

Sonora Dodd, pictured in June 1977 in Spokane, Washington, died in March 1978. (Whitworth University)


A framed drawing on the wall in Roddy's office depicts Smart, and another drawing, which Dodd made, shows a vase of red roses. Roddy loves when guests ask about the drawings so she can share Dodd's story.
Roddy worries who will memorialize Dodd after she dies, but she plans to continue sending artifacts to Whitworth University's archive -- she recently found more documents and newspaper clippings.
For Father's Day on Sunday, Roddy plans to light candles and buy white roses to recognize not only her late father, but also the woman who paved the way for the celebration. 
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Protests over Trump administration's immigration raids spread nationwide
A curfew was declared in Spokane, Washington, and protests were held in several cities including Seattle, St. Louis and Las Vegas on Wednesday night.
By Ben Brasch, Karin Brulliard, Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2025-06-12

Signs and messages compete during an Austin rally in solidarity with Los Angeles protests against federal immigration sweeps. (Joel Angel Juarez/Reuters)


Protests over the Trump administration's immigration enforcement continued to spread to cities across the United States, drawing stark warnings from the White House that it would not hesitate to expand its deployment of National Guard troops and Marines to quell demonstrations beyond Los Angeles.
Hundreds of people have been arrested in recent days as events have taken place in Illinois, New York, Georgia, Texas and Washington, among other places.
More than 30 were arrested during protests in Spokane, Washington, Police Chief Kevin Hall said in a news conference Wednesday night, accused of "state and municipal code crimes." Mayor Lisa Brown issued a curfew until 5 a.m.
In Las Vegas, police declared an unlawful assembly and ordered protesters to disperse. Demonstrations were also held Wednesday in Raleigh, North Carolina; Eugene, Oregon; St. Louis, Missouri; Indianapolis; Seattle and San Antonio, according to local media reports.
Hundreds of rallies in a movement that has dubbed itself the "No Kings Nationwide Day of Defiance" are in the final stages of planning for Saturday -- the same day, by design, as Trump's military parade and Army birthday celebration in Washington.
No Kings organizers said in a call this week that protests are expected in more than 1,800 cities as part of a "mass, nationwide protest rejecting authoritarianism, billionaire-first politics, and the militarization of our democracy." The interest level has only intensified since the Los Angeles immigration raids and demonstrations, organizers said.
Leah Greenberg, co-executive director of the left-leaning advocacy group Indivisible Project, said, "In a moment like this, where this is an active effort by the president and his regime to chill dissent and to create costs for anybody who speaks out, it's absolutely crucial that you have collective action."
Yet even as the administration faces growing backlash from the streets and Democrats, officials have dug in, with Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth telling a Senate panel on Wednesday that President Donald Trump's order to federalize the National Guard in Los Angeles could be rolled out elsewhere should law enforcement officers be "threatened." White House spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt characterized the Los Angeles protesters as "left-wing radicals," "illegal criminals" and "rioters" causing chaos in that city -- despite the demonstrations being isolated, with only episodic violence.
Democratic leaders have condemned the immigration sweeps that have provoked the growing public response and called the use of federal troops unnecessary and uninvited theater.
Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson on Wednesday labeled Trump an "authoritarian" and "tyrant." Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass and elected officials representing 15 Southern California cities appeared together to decry the fear generated by the crackdown and warn of its implications: "Maybe today it was the city of Los Angeles. Tomorrow it's one of your cities," Bass said.
And Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, widely considered a possible Democratic contender for the presidency, promised Wednesday to protect the right of protesters if Trump sends troops into Philadelphia, where demonstrations Tuesday night resulted in 15 arrests.
The sparring at federal, state and local levels reflected partisan divisions that have only hardened in recent days as more raids and protests took place.
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) announced on Tuesday evening that he was deploying his state's National Guard to help "maintain order" at protests planned there against U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. San Antonio Mayor Ron Nirenberg said he and other city officials were never notified about the deployment, and he was "chasing rumors" to find out where they were. "Local police, including San Antonio police, are fully capable of maintaining order."

New York officers make arrests as people protest immigration raids and deportations on Tuesday in New York City. (Adam Gray/Getty Images)


In Georgia, Attorney General Chris Carr (R) cautioned Wednesday that anyone arrested for destroying property or assaulting law enforcement could be charged under the state's domestic terrorism law. Six people were arrested at an Atlanta immigration protest, and more anti-Trump demonstrations are expected in coming days.
"All Americans have the right to peacefully protest. No American has the right to destroy property, loot businesses, or attack law enforcement officers," Carr said in a statement described as a "warning to rioters." "Protesters use words. Rioters use violence. There is no gray area."
The Trump administration defended its California troop deployments in federal court, saying in response to a lawsuit by the state that the Guard forces are not engaged in law enforcement but instead are focusing on protecting federal personnel and property in the Los Angeles area.
In a declaration submitted along with the court filing, Maj. Gen. Niave F. Knell, deputy commanding general for Army North Command, wrote that more than 2,100 troops had already carried out tasks including protecting federal buildings and guarding ICE officers. The Trump administration has also dispatched more than 700 Marines to Los Angeles, though they have not yet arrived. They are "currently training in preparation" to carry out similar work, Knell said in the declaration.
Legal experts have raised concerns about Trump's response to the unrest, saying he appears to be laying the groundwork for more expansive use of the military. He has not invoked the Insurrection Act, which would let him deploy the military to carry out domestic law enforcement actions, which it is otherwise generally barred from doing. But when asked about that option Wednesday, Attorney General Pam Bondi said the administration is "not scared to go further."

A demonstrator holds an upside-down American flag during a protest in San Francisco on Monday. (Minh Connors/For the Washington Post)


Southern California officials have pushed back strongly on ICE's roundups of workers, whom they say are nothing like the violent offenders the administration claims to be targeting. "ICE is scaring our communities," South Gate Mayor Maria Davila said during a briefing with other L.A.-area mayors. "They're targeting children and families."
Mario Trujillo, who leads nearby Downey, said ICE had detained seven people in his city during raids at a Home Depot, LA Fitness and Catholic church. "These people are not criminals -- they are here to work," Trujillo said. Federal agents "are not keeping our communities safe. They are stirring fear."
In Los Angeles on Wednesday, many downtown businesses were open and foot traffic steady. But some store fronts were boarded up with plywood or had signs in their windows with messages of solidarity for protesters and immigrants. Outside City Hall, about a hundred protesters gathered in the afternoon, chanting, waving Mexican flags and playing mariachi music. A nighttime curfew remains in place from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m.
Bass said police made more than 100 arrests overnight on Tuesday, not for looting or vandalism but for failure to disperse and curfew violations. She stressed that the curfew covers only a small sliver of the city, a half-dozen square miles out of hundreds. Protests are "isolated to several streets in downtown," she said, blasting Trump's portrayal of the city being out of control as "a lie."
The protests this week have been organized by a variety of groups, including labor unions and the 50501 movement, a decentralized, grassroots campaign that has been calling for rallies against various Trump policies.
Hunter Dunn, a spokesperson for the 50501 movement, said he has been heartened to see demonstrations expand nationwide since Friday. "People are willing to stand up across the country because of what's happening in my local community," he said. "People are watching and are ready to join the fight."

Demonstrators in cities beyond Los Angeles -- including Chicago and Austin -- protested President Donald Trump's immigration policies.


In Texas, a border state that has been a nucleus of anti-ICE activity, protesters have gathered in Dallas, San Antonio, Austin and beyond in recent days to decry immigration raids and detentions. In Austin, protesters -- organized by the local Party for Socialism and Liberation -- and law enforcement clashed at a demonstration Tuesday that led to 13 arrests and minor injuries among officers. Mayor Kirk Watson urged residents to not feed into Trump's "politics of fear and pain and risk doing harm to those we want to help" in immigrant communities.
Mark Berman, Holly Bailey, Annie Gowen, Victoria Craw, Daniel Wu and Gaya Gupta contributed to this report.
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New Orleans pushes to legalize police use of 'facial surveillance'
The city would become first in the United States to formally allow facial recognition as a tool for surveilling residents in real time.
By Douglas MacMillan | 2025-06-12

A surveillance camera is mounted to the underside of a balcony on Bourbon Street in New Orleans. (Edmund D. Fountain/For The Washington Post)


New Orleans is considering easing restrictions on the police use of facial recognition, weeks after The Washington Post reported that police there secretly relied on a network of AI-powered surveillance cameras to identify suspects on the street and arrest them.
According to the draft of a proposed ordinance posted to a city website, police would be permitted to use automated facial recognition tools to identify and track the movements of wanted subjects, missing people or suspected perpetrators of serious crimes -- reversing the city's broad prohibition against using facial recognition as a "surveillance tool."
The proposed rule, which was written by a New Orleans police official, is scheduled for a city council vote later this month, according to a person briefed on the council's plans who spoke on the condition of anonymity because the person was not authorized to speak about them publicly. If the rule passes, New Orleans would become the first U.S. city to formally allow facial recognition as a tool for surveilling residents in real time.
In an emailed statement, a police spokesperson said the department "does not surveil the public," and that surveillance is "not the goal of this ordinance revision." But the word "surveillance" appears in the proposed ordinance dozens of times, including explicitly giving police authority to use "facial surveillance."
Many police departments use AI to help them identify suspects from still images taken at or near the scene of a crime, but New Orleans police have already taken the technology a step further. Over the past two years, the department relied on a privately owned network of cameras equipped with facial recognition software to constantly monitor the streets for wanted people and automatically ping an app on officers' mobile phones to convey the names and locations of possible matches, The Post reported last month.
In April, after The Post requested public records about this system, New Orleans Police Superintendent Anne Kirkpatrick paused the automated alerts and ordered a review into how officers used the technology and whether the practice violated local restrictions on facial recognition.
David Barnes, a New Orleans police sergeant overseeing legal research and planning, who wrote the proposed ordinance, said he hopes to complete the review and share his findings before the city council vote. The facial recognition alerts are still paused, he said Wednesday.

From left, New Orleans police Sgt. David Barnes, Deputy Superintendent Nicholas Gernon and public information officer Reese Harper. (Edmund D. Fountain/For The Washington Post)


There are no federal regulations around the use of AI by local law enforcement. New Orleans was one of many cities to ban the technology during the policing overhauls passed in the wake of the Black Lives Matter protests of 2020, with the city council saying it had "significant concerns about the role of facial recognition technologies and surveillance databases in exacerbating racial and other bias." Federal studies have shown the technology to be less reliable when scanning people of color, women and older people.
New Orleans partly rolled back the restrictions in 2022, letting police use facial recognition for searches of specific suspects of violent crimes, but not for general tracking of people in public places. Each time police want to scan a face, they must send a still image to trained examiners at a state facility and later provide details about these scans to the city council -- guardrails meant to protect the public's privacy and prevent software errors from leading to wrongful arrests.
Now, city leaders want to give police broad access to the technology with fewer limitations, arguing that automated surveillance tools are necessary for fighting crime. Violent crime rates in New Orleans, like much of the country, are at historic lows, according to Jeff Asher, a consultant who tracks crime statistics in the region. But facial recognition-equipped cameras have proven useful in a few recent high-profile incidents, including the May 16 escape of 10 inmates from a local jail and the New Year's Day attack on Bourbon Street that left 14 dead.

New Orleans City Council member Oliver Thomas asks questions following the escape of 10 inmates from the Orleans Parish Justice Center during a meeting at City Hall on May 20. (Sophia Germer/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate/AP) 


"Violent crime is at an all-time low but mass murders and shootings are at an all-time high," Oliver Thomas, one of two council members sponsoring the ordinance, said in an interview this week. "This is a tool to deal with some of this mass violence and mass murders and attacks."
After The Post informed Thomas there were 310 fatal and nonfatal shootings in New Orleans last year -- by far the lowest number in the 14 years the city council has published these statistics on its online crime data dashboard -- he acknowledged that shootings are down and partly attributed the decline to his work with young people and ex-offenders.
Nora Ahmed, the legal director for the ACLU of Louisiana, said council members are using public concern over recent news to justify the widespread adoption of facial recognition technology, or FRT -- a powerful technology with the potential to strip people of their rights.
"In the name of making FRT available for a once-in-a-decade jail break, this bill opens up FRT to being used by federal and state entities, and enterprising local police departments," Ahmed said in a text message. "This type of surveillance should not exist in the United States period."
The new ordinance would give police the ability to use "facial surveillance" and "characteristic tracking" systems to actively monitor the streets looking for people with warrants or people under investigation. It would require them to continue sharing data about facial searches to the city council and begin reporting details about the software they use and its accuracy.

New Orleans Police Superintendent Anne Kirkpatrick said in an interview last month that she believes governments should be prevented from surveilling their citizens. (Edmund D. Fountain/For The Washington Post)


While the ordinance says police cannot use facial surveillance tools to target abortion seekers or undocumented immigrants, Ahmed says those protections are "paper thin" and worries officers would find ways around them.
It's not clear whether New Orleans plans to keep working with Project NOLA, a privately funded nonprofit group that has provided automated facial recognition alerts to officers despite having no contract with the city. Barnes, the police sergeant, said Project NOLA would need to come into a formal data-sharing agreement with the city if it wanted to continue sending automated alerts to officers who have logged into a Project NOLA system to receive them. Under the new ordinance, Project NOLA could also be required to publish information about all of its searches to the city council.
Such data reporting could be complicated with a live facial recognition system, in which cameras are constantly scanning every face in their vicinity. With hundreds of cameras potentially scanning thousands of faces a day, Project NOLA or the city could theoretically need to report information about millions of facial recognition scans in each of its quarterly data reports the department is required to provide city council.
Bryan Lagarde, Project NOLA's founder, declined to comment this week, saying he was on vacation.

A Project NOLA security camera keeps watch over the corner of Conti Street and Burgundy Street in New Orleans last month. (Edmund D. Fountain/For The Washington Post)


New Orleans's embrace of the term "surveillance" -- which appears 40 times in the text of the proposed ordinance -- appears at odds with statements made by Kirkpatrick, the city's top police official. In an interview last month, Kirkpatrick said she believes governments should be prevented from surveilling their citizens, especially when they are in public exercising their constitutional rights.
"I do not believe in surveilling the citizenry and residents of our country," Kirkpatrick said at the time. "Surveilling is an invasion of our privacy."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/06/12/facial-recognition-new-orleans-artificial-intelligence/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



More anti-ICE protests expected across U.S.; downtown L.A. curfew continues
Elected officials from Southern California said the presence of troops served to escalate the climate of fear and unrest in their cities.
By Niha Masih, Kelsey Ables, Kelly Kasulis Cho, Victoria Craw, Daniel Wu, Gaya Gupta, Anumita Kaur, Kim Bellware, Tobi Raji, Andrew Jeong, Washington Post staff, Jintak Han, Colby Itkowitz, Maria Luisa Paul, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Holly Bailey, Mark Berman, Ben Brasch, Alex Horton, Drew Harwell, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Maria Sacchetti, Reis Thebault, Patrick Svitek, Tatum Hunter, Erin Patrick  O'Connor, Leo Sands, Naomi Schanen, Aaron Schaffer, Angie Orellana Hernandez, Matt Viser, Cat Zakrzewski, Maeve Reston, Dan Lamothe, Marianne LeVine, Tim Craig | 2025-06-12
Protests against the Trump administration's immigration policies have spread from Los Angeles to other U.S. cities, as the deployment of Marines and National Guard troops to Los Angeles drew sharp criticism from Democrats and local officials. Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson (D) on Wednesday called Trump a "tyrant in the White House who has a complete disregard for our Constitution," while elected officials from Southern California said the troops only escalate the climate of fear. The Trump administration said Wednesday that the troops are not carrying out law enforcement actions but are protecting federal personnel and property. The administration also responded to California's lawsuit challenging the deployment, calling the state's case "meritless."
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What to know about Guantanamo Bay as Trump prepares more migrant transfers
The Trump administration is planning to transfer potentially thousands to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, including hundreds from friendly European nations, The Post reported.
By Praveena Somasundaram, Kelly Kasulis Cho, Niha Masih | 2025-06-11

Newly erected holding tents for detained migrants are seen at the U.S. Naval Station Guantanamo Bay in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on Feb. 21. (U.S. Navy/AFN Guantanamo Bay Public Affairs/Reuters)


As President Donald Trump pledges the largest mass deportation of undocumented migrants in U.S. history, his administration is planning to transfer potentially thousands to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, including hundreds from friendly European nations, starting as early as this week.
U.S. officials shared the plans -- which are subject to change -- with The Washington Post, including some documents, on the condition of anonymity because the matter is considered highly sensitive. The White House declined to comment, but press secretary Karoline Leavitt posted on social media that the plans are "Fake News. Not happening."
If Trump's plans come to pass, it would be a marked escalation of his use of Guantanamo. Here's what to know about the facility.
Guantanamo Bay is a military base that has been operated for decades by the U.S. Navy. It is the oldest overseas U.S. military installation and the only one in a communist country. It's located on the southeastern coast of Cuba, about 400 air miles from Miami.
Guantanamo Bay was seized in 1898 by U.S. forces and their Cuban allies during their efforts to wrest the island from Spanish control. The United States formally established a naval base on the bay in 1903, after leasing 45 square miles of land and water from the newly independent Cuban government, according to the U.S. Navy.
Since the 1960s, Guantanamo Bay has had its own power and water sources. The base has enabled both Navy and Coast Guard ships to operate in the Caribbean region. It has been used for a variety of purposes including fleet training, ship repair, disaster assistance, and search and rescue support.
The prison that holds terrorism suspects at the base was established by President George W. Bush in 2002. It became most notorious for holding suspected terrorists and others captured on battlefields in the aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and the start of the U.S. war in Afghanistan. Since then, the base has been mired in controversy over allegations that the U.S. military tortured terrorism suspects, and it has faced scrutiny over the detention of hundreds of prisoners without formal charges. Presidents Barack Obama and Joe Biden said they wanted to close Guantanamo.
In late January, Trump signed an executive order instructing the Pentagon and the Department of Homeland Security to prepare a 30,000-person migrant facility at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base.
"We have 30,000 beds in Guantanamo to detain the worst criminal illegal aliens threatening the American people," Trump said that month.
At the time, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said migrants would not be held with terrorism suspects and that the detention camp would be a place for detainees to stay temporarily while officials made travel arrangements for them to third countries if their home nations wouldn't accept them.
The Post reported Tuesday that the foreign nationals under consideration for transfer to Guantanamo include citizens of  Britain, Italy, France, Germany, Ireland, Belgium, the Netherlands, Lithuania, Poland, Turkey and Ukraine, and other parts of the world, including many from Haiti.
The operation to move migrants has struggled to scale up amid legal, logistical and financial hurdles. In all, about 300 migrants total have been detained there, The Post reported in March.
The U.S. government has deployed military planes to transport migrants, an effort that cost at least $21 million for the period between January and April, but only held 32 migrants as of mid-May, NBC reported that month, noting that many of them had probably been flown back to the United States.
DHS recently requested the expansion of a medium-security detention facility at the base from 140 to 300 detainees, The Post reported. While authorities could detain thousands more migrants there if tents put up by troops were equipped with utilities like air conditioning, Defense Department officials said in March that they held off on taking steps to fix them up for further use without the migrants to fill them.
A document recently reviewed by The Post said that "GTMO," the government acronym for the base, "is not at capacity."
Trump administration officials say the plan to send migrants to Guantanamo is necessary to free up capacity at domestic detention facilities, which have become overcrowded. Overall, ICE has detention capacity for about 40,000 people.
Human rights groups -- which say U.S. government agencies and private contractors have detained asylum seekers and refugees at Guantanamo facilities for several decades -- have condemned Trump's plans to move migrants there.
"Migrants and asylum seekers are being cast as the new terrorist threat, deserving to be discarded in an island prison, removed from legal and social services and supports," the Center for Constitutional Rights said in January, after Trump's announcement.
In 1994, for instance, President Bill Clinton resumed the previous administration's use of the Guantanamo base for processing Haitian refugees and later ordered Cuban asylum seekers caught at sea to be held there. Later that year, the migrant population at the base's camps totaled 45,000, according to a government report.
In 2024, the International Refugee Assistance Project released a report accusing the U.S.-run Migrant Operations Center at Guantanamo Bay, or GMOC, of detaining migrants fleeing Haiti, Cuba and other Caribbean countries throughout its history. Many of those refugees are intercepted by the U.S. Coast Guard at sea and then "detained indefinitely in prison-like conditions without access to the outside world," often "with little to no transparency or accountability," the report said.
"These refugees are forced to endure this treatment until a third country agrees to accept them for resettlement, even if they have family in the United States," it said, adding that the process can take years.
John Hudson, Alex Horton and Silvia Foster-Frau contributed to this report.
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Brian Wilson, singer-songwriter who created the Beach Boys, dies at 82
His early hits -- "Surfer Girl," "I Get Around," "All Summer Long," "Help Me, Rhonda" and "California Girls" --  evoked a fantasy world of fast cars, beautiful youth, eternal surf and sunshine on an immaculate beach.
By Tim Page | 2025-06-11
Brian Wilson, the founder and principal creative force of the Beach Boys, whose catalogue of early hits embodied the fantasy of California as a paradise of beautiful youth, fast cars and endless surf and made them the most popular American rock group of the 1960s, has died at 82.
The family announced the death on his official webpage but did not provide further information.
The Beach Boys were formed in 1961 in Hawthorne, California, near Los Angeles, by brothers Brian, Dennis and Carl Wilson, their cousin Mike Love and their friend Al Jardine, and the regional success that year of their first single, "Surfin,'" thrust them to national attention when Capitol Records signed them almost immediately as the label's first rock act.
They would make the Billboard Top 40 list at least 35 times, a tally unequaled by an American band. While each member contributed to the Beach Boys' signature angelic vocal harmonics, Mr. Wilson was the widely acknowledged mastermind behind their music.
A spectacularly imaginative songwriter, he was responsible for initial successes including "Surfin' U.S.A.," "Surfer Girl," "I Get Around," "All Summer Long," "Don't Worry Baby," "The Warmth of the Sun" and "California Girls." Such numbers evoked the joys of hot-rodding under boundlessly blue skies and, above all, the bronzed, bikinied lifestyle of Southern California.
Yet Mr. Wilson also displayed an ambitious craftsmanship as a producer that culminated in the 1966 Beach Boys album "Pet Sounds," which many critics and music historians consider the first and greatest of all rock "concept" albums building songs around a theme.

"The Beach Boys" perform onstage in circa 1964. From left: Al Jardine; Mike Love; Carl Wilson; Brian Wilson, at right with bass; and Dennis Wilson, far right at drums. (Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images)


Alternately celebratory and despairing, making effective musical use of such traditionally extramusical sounds as bicycle bells, car horns, trains and barking dogs, "Pet Sounds" was not simply a collection of songs but a unified work of art, tracing a love affair from beginning to end, while melding an all-but-unprecedented intimacy of expression in rock with near-symphonic scope.
The album and Mr. Wilson had a profound impact on musicians of the era and beyond. The Beatles acknowledged that the unity and complexity of "Pet Sounds" helped inspire the similarly ambitious "Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band" (1967).
The mystical singer-songwriter Judee Sill, later heralded by many critics as an overlooked genius, based her first finished piece, "Lady-O" (1971), directly on the album's emotional climax, "I Just Wasn't Made for These Times." And Bob Dylan admired the immaculately polished sound in the Beach Boys' recordings, telling Newsweek, "That ear -- I mean, Jesus, he's got to will that to the Smithsonian!"

Mr. Wilson performs at Merriweather Post Pavilion in 2012. (Kyle Gustafson/For The Washington Post)


From the beginning, the Beach Boys were wildly successful. Their work combined traditional American songwriting in the manner of Stephen Foster and George Gershwin, close "barbershop" harmonies appropriated from groups such as the Four Freshmen, the lushly ornate "Wall of Sound" production values of Phil Spector, and the exuberant rock-and-roll of Chuck Berry.
Mr. Wilson increasingly moved away from songwriting formulas and turned instead to a deeply personal "outsider" mode of creation that tested the boundaries of sounds, harmonies and song structures. A 2007 article in the New Yorker by music critic Sasha Frere-Jones went so far as to call Mr. Wilson "indie rock's muse," and it is hard to imagine the works of such latter-day bands as the High Llamas, Yo La Tengo, and Belle and Sebastian without his influence.
Although the Beach Boys occasionally recorded songs by other musicians, including members of the band, Mr. Wilson's brother Dennis summed up the group as Brian's "messengers."
"Brian Wilson is the Beach Boys," he said in 1971. "He is all of it. Period. We're nothing. He's everything."
Yet there was an abiding pathos in Mr. Wilson's best records. It consisted not merely of the idealized scenes the songs depicted, but also of the fact that they were created by a depressed, socially awkward, partially deaf young man who never surfed or much liked the beach and spent a great deal of his time alone in his room.
Indeed, Mr. Wilson led what was often an unhappy and unsettled life, and suffered a breakdown in the late 1960s that drastically curtailed his life and later work. As he expressed in one of his most personal songs, "'Til I Die," released on the 1971 album "Surf's Up":
I'm a cork on the ocean,
Floating over the raging sea,
How deep is the ocean?
How deep is the ocean?
I lost my way

The Beach Boys celebrate 20 years of surfing music with their star placed in the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 1980. From left: Love, Carl Wilson, Brian Wilson, Jardine and Bruce Johnston. (Lennox McLendon/AP)


At the height of their career, The Beach Boys were under pressure to turn out song after song, album after album, while making live concert appearances throughout the United States and abroad.
The albums "Shut Down, Volume 2," "All Summer Long," "The Beach Boys Today!" and "Summer Days (And Summer Nights!!)" were all released between March 1964 and July 1965 -- each one representing an exponential leap for Mr. Wilson as composer, arranger and producer.
During the same period, a succession of British groups, led by the Beatles, came to the United States and knocked the Beach Boys from their perch near the top of the charts. By 1965, Mr. Wilson, increasingly troubled and anxious, had stopped touring with his band, with the expressed intent of devoting himself exclusively to production and songwriting.

Mr. Wilson in 1976. (James Parcell/The Washington Post)


"Pet Sounds," released in May 1966, dazzled everyone from Paul McCartney (who once called its "God Only Knows" the greatest pop song ever written) to the conductor and composer Leonard Bernstein, who concluded his warmly appreciative, nationally telecast exploration of rock with Mr. Wilson at home, playing alone at the piano.
But "Pet Sounds" sold relatively poorly when it came out, and an internecine struggle had begun within the Beach Boys, one that would prove disastrous for all concerned. Some members of the band, particularly Love, the front man during live performances, were vehemently opposed to any deviation from what had become an exceedingly lucrative formula, while Mr. Wilson -- overstressed, overindulged, despondent, drugged and dissipated -- was increasingly out of sight and out of touch.
At home in Los Angeles, Mr. Wilson worked on what he hoped would be his magnum opus, a vast, abstracted suite called "Smile." He had a custom-made sand pit built in the house, to summon the aura of the beach. Never before had so much time and money been spent on a single recording; there were eventually 72 studio sessions. A bejeweled single, "Good Vibrations," featuring an electro-theremin, went immediately to No. 1, and anticipation for the album was intense.

The Beach Boys announcing the postponement of their 1984 concerts. From left: Love, Johnston, Brian Wilson, Carl Wilson and Jardine. (AP)


The complete "Smile" was announced for release in early 1967, then postponed indefinitely, at Mr. Wilson's insistence.
He had begun to suffer from what would later be diagnosed as schizoaffective disorder, with incessant auditory hallucinations and paranoia. He reached a nadir when he became convinced that a two-minute cut called "Mrs. O'Leary's Cow" -- the "fire" part of a so-called Elements section on "Smile" that also contained musical evocations of earth, air and water -- was somehow, by its very existence, igniting blazes all over Los Angeles County. Mr. Wilson then attempted unsuccessfully to destroy the tapes before entering a long despondency.
For most of the following decade, Mr. Wilson was a near-complete recluse. He contributed one or two songs to Beach Boys recordings, which still came out on occasion but sold miserably. The group was often dismissed as hopelessly old-fashioned during the "psychedelic" late 1960s and early 1970s. Jann Wenner, the co-founder and first editor of Rolling Stone magazine, went so far as to dismiss claims of Mr. Wilson's genius as "essentially a promotional shuck."
A quickly made substitute for "Smile," titled "Smiley Smile," was finally issued in late 1967, to dismal reviews and poor sales, and the Beach Boys never recovered their creative momentum.
Tracks from the original "Smile" project leaked out on the albums "20/20" (1969), "Sunflower" (1970) and "Surf's Up" (1971). In 2004, a supposed "completed" version was issued by Mr. Wilson, in tandem with his lyricist and collaborator Van Dyke Parks and a Los Angeles band called the Wondermints.
It took until 2011 for Mr. Wilson's original "Smile" recordings to be released in their entirety, and the music was just as gorgeous, giddy, ambitious and strange as had been expected. In these discs, Mr. Wilson is better understood as a composer of electro-acoustical soundscapes than as a traditional songwriter. The disc was made up of fractured, elaborately ornamented musical tableaux, distinguished by their brevity, concentration and sheer sonic splendor that flowered in the ear.

Mr. Wilson in 1983. (Colin Crawford/AP)


In 1974, the Beach Boys (without Mr. Wilson) had been discovered as a live "oldies" act and began to make an enormous amount of money again in concert and with their back catalogue. The group began a strenuous campaign to convince the world "Brian Is Back!"
Mr. Wilson appeared on NBC's "Saturday Night Live" in 1976, participated in an hour-long television celebration of the band, and began to make occasional appearances with the group, during most of which he looked terrified and unhappy. But he managed to write every song on the 1977 album "Love You," a poignant, charming and strangely childlike disc that captivates despite Mr. Wilson's startlingly ragged vocals.
Giving the album an A in the "Consumer Guide" column he wrote for the Village Voice, critic Robert Christgau summed it up: "Painfully crackpot and painfully sung, but also inspired, not least because it calls forth forbidden emotions. For a surrogate teenager to bare his growing pains so guilelessly was exciting, or at least charming; for an avowed adult to expose an almost childish naivete is embarrassing, but also cathartic."

The Beach Boys hold their trophies after being inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 1988. From left are Jardine, Carl Wilson, Brian Wilson and Love. (Ron Frehm/AP)



Mr. Wilson during a rehearsal in 2004. (Kevork Djansezian/AP)


Still, the argument about whether Mr. Wilson was, in fact, "back" persisted for the rest of his life. He spent much of his life struggling with cocaine and other drugs, drastic weight fluctuations, and depression and mental illness, and his recoveries seemed both tentative and temporary. For a long period, he was under almost total control by a psychologist who was later stripped of his license.
In later life, Mr. Wilson seemed to stabilize somewhat with improved psychiatric medications and his marriage to Melinda Ledbetter-Wilson, who took charge of his career as well as his person. He toured with an entourage that guarded him fiercely and gently.
His auditory hallucinations never abated.
"I dread the derogatory voices I hear during the afternoon," he reflected during an interview with Ability magazine in 2006. "They say things like, 'You are going to die soon,' and I have to deal with those negative thoughts. But it's not as bad as it used to be. When I'm on stage, I try to combat the voices by singing really loud. When I'm not on stage, I play my instruments all day, making music for people. Also, I kiss my wife and kiss my kids. I try to use love as much as possible."

Mr. Wilson performs in 2017. (Kevin Winter/Getty Images)


Brian Douglas Wilson was born in Inglewood, California, a suburb of Los Angeles, on June 20, 1942, and grew up in nearby Hawthorne, where his father owned a machinery company. His father, Murry, had musical ambitions that were never realized and was, by all accounts, a physically abusive tyrant and heavy drinker.
"When he didn't put his hands on us, he tried to scare us in other ways," Mr. Wilson later wrote in his memoir "I Am Brian Wilson." "He would take out his glass eye and make us look into the space where the eye used to be."
Murry Wilson derided his children, especially Brian, as talentless and undisciplined, despite mounting evidence to the contrary. Brian had written his first song at 5 and learned to play piano by watching his father. Playing the piano would become a way to drown out family fights.
During high school, Mr. Wilson was a capable student who played baseball and football and ran cross-country. But his great interest was music and, when he received a Wollensak tape recorder for his 16th birthday, he enlisted his younger brothers, singing familiar songs and playing them back, all the while listening closely and critically.
"I heard the Del-Vikings, the Coasters and the Platters. They blew me away," Mr. Wilson told the Washington Times. "I learned how to make harmonies. And I learned how to sing with love in my voice from Rosemary Clooney."
In 1961, while a student at El Camino College, he wrote his first pop song. Based on the Disney standard "When You Wish Upon a Star," it was later known as "Surfer Girl."
His group, originally called the Pendletones, made its first appearance that same year. When the first single, "Surfin'," was released on a small Los Angeles label called Candix, Mr. Wilson and his band were surprised to learn that the record company had changed their name to the Beach Boys.
Dennis Wilson once described the first time the Beach Boys heard "Surfin'" on the radio. They were driving through Los Angeles during a winter rainstorm and the song came on unexpectedly. "Nothing will ever top the expression on Brian's face, ever," he recalled. "That was the all-time moment."
Their first national hit was "Surfin' U.S.A.," an homage to Berry that was based on his "Sweet Little Sixteen." The borrowings were obvious -- Berry had offered a vision of people "rockin'" all over the country, and Mr. Wilson changed that to "surfin'" and added a backing chorus. Berry's lawyers threatened a lawsuit and won a songwriter's credit for his inspiration.

Mr. Wilson poses with his award for best rock instrumental performance for "Mrs. O'Leary's Cow" at the Grammy Awards in 2005. (Reed Saxon/AP)


After Mr. Wilson mostly withdrew from the Beach Boys, he stayed in bed much of the time, put on weight and became addicted to alcohol, marijuana and cocaine. In 1976, his first wife, Marilyn Rovell, sought help and found an unconventional Hollywood therapist named Eugene Landy to take over the care of her rapidly deteriorating husband.
Landy assembled a team that included himself, another doctor, a nutritionist and a group of handlers to watch him 24 hours a day. He charged a monthly fee that was said to exceed $20,000, and later estimated that Mr. Wilson had paid him more than $3 million between 1983 and 1991. For a while, he also lived in Mr. Wilson's mansion.
In 1989, Landy's license to practice psychology was stripped by the state of California. But he continued to work with Mr. Wilson and claimed a third of the $250,000 advance for a spurious 1991 autobiography, "Wouldn't It Be Nice."
Eventually, Mr. Wilson -- with the strong support of his family and the rest of the Beach Boys -- took out a restraining order to break his last ties with Landy.
Mr. Wilson's brother Dennis drowned in 1983, and his brother Carl died of cancer in 1998. Mr. Wilson's relationship with the rest of the Beach Boys devolved into a squalid series of suits and countersuits that lasted until the three surviving members of the band -- Mr. Wilson, Love and Jardine -- joined forces with David Marks and Bruce Johnston, both of whom had been "Beach Boys" at one point or another, to play together again in 2012.
An album, "That's Why God Made the Radio," was issued that June, and the group embarked on a 50th anniversary tour.
But the last official Beach Boys hit had been "Kokomo" in 1988, with which Mr. Wilson had nothing to do and initially sold more copies than any of their earlier songs, largely because of its inclusion in the Tom Cruise movie "Cocktail."
That same year, Mr. Wilson released his first solo album, titled "Brian Wilson," to encouraging reviews. It was his first collection of new songs in more than a decade. The opening piece, "Love and Mercy," became Mr. Wilson's signature piece. (That also became of the title of a 2014 film biopic featuring two actors, Paul Dano and John Cusack, playing the younger Mr. Wilson.)

Mr. Wilson is joined onstage by the members of Wilson Phillips -- his daughters Carnie Wilson, second from left, and Wendy Wilson, right, as well as Chynna Phillips -- during the final song in the Brian Wilson tribute at the Radio City Music Hall in 2001. (Henny Ray Abrams/AFP/Getty Images)



Mr. Wilson stands in front of the official California state landmark for the Beach Boys in Hawthorne at the end of the dedication ceremony in 2005. (Stefano Paltera/AP)


Further solo discs appeared and, in 2002, Mr. Wilson recorded a live version of "Pet Sounds" as part of a world tour. By then, he had recovered much of his original vocal luster, but the new rendition seemed alarmingly robotic, as though it had been learned rather than felt.
Indeed, in later years, he grew increasingly adept at "playing" Brian Wilson onstage, but he never appeared fully comfortable doing much more. "It's a hard truth for those of us who love and admire him to admit, but it can be painful to see Wilson in concert," Will Hodgkinson, chief rock and pop critic for the Times of London, wrote in 2018.
The Wilson talent lived on into another generation as Mr. Wilson's daughters Carnie and Wendy Wilson, by Rovell, made names for themselves as two-thirds of the band Wilson Phillips. His marriage to Rovell, which had long been complicated by affairs and his precarious mental state, collapsed in the late 1970s.
In 1995, he married Ledbetter, a model and car saleswoman who became his manager and with whom he had five children. She died in 2024, at age 77. A complete list of survivors was not immediately available.
"Melinda was more than my wife," Mr. Wilson wrote on Instagram after her death. "She was my savior. She gave me the emotional security I needed to have a career. She encouraged me to make the music that was closest to my heart. She was my anchor."
After Ledbetter's death, Mr. Wilson's family sought to place him under a conservatorship, saying that he was taking medication for dementia and "unable to properly provide for his own personal needs for physical health."

Kennedy Center 2007 honorees Steve Martin, Leon Fleisher, Diana Ross, Martin Scorsese and Mr. Wilson. (Lois Raimondo/The Washington Post)


The Beach Boys were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1988, and Mr. Wilson received the Kennedy Center Honors in 2007 for being "rock and roll's gentlest revolutionary" and for a body of work that was called "vulnerable and sincere, authentic and unmistakably American."
In 2010, he made a recording of his favorite Gershwin songs and, in 2021, he released "At My Piano," a selection of Mr. Wilson's songs played simply, lovingly and somewhat anxiously by their composer.
For all of the Beach Boys' musical infatuation with the carefree life in the surf, Mr. Wilson admitted to getting "conked on the head" the one time he tried to ride a wave. But in summing up the band's most enduring aesthetic, he told the Sunday Times of London in 2019 that Southern California was "more about the idea of going in the ocean than actually going in the ocean."
"I liked to look at the sea, though," he added. "It was like a piece of music: each wave was moving around by itself, but they were also moving together."

Mr. Wilson performs at the UK Music Hall of Fame at Alexandra Palace in London in 2006. (Samir Hussein/Getty Images)
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'If you're not here, you think L.A.'s burning': Trump's alarm meets city calm
The demonstrations over immigration raids occupy only a tiny parcel of real estate in this huge metropolis -- despite the president's claims of vast mayhem.
By Reis Thebault | 2025-06-11

A pedestrian rides an electric scooter along Wilshire Boulevard in Los Angeles on Wednesday. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


LOS ANGELES -- From the Griffith Observatory, a landmark perched on a hilltop 1,000 feet above sea level, Joe and Jolene McGuire had a prime view of this vast city, and they couldn't see what their friends and family back home in Nebraska were so worried about.
For days -- as social media feeds and cable news replayed images of burning cars and smashed windows, as President Donald Trump claimed a violent insurrection was underway -- the couple fretted about whether they should cancel their anniversary trip out West.
Yet the Los Angeles they saw after arriving Tuesday morning was serene: sunny skies, peaceful streets, no hint of civil unrest or the federal government's aggressive, militarized response.
"If you're not here, you think L.A.'s burning to the ground," Joe McGuire said. "But you come out here, you look around and you just say, 'My God, this is where I want to be.'"
Despite Trump's assertions that Los Angeles was beset by widespread lawlessness, a chaos he insisted could be quelled only by thousands of National Guard troops and Marines, the protests that have unfolded here since Friday in response to immigration raids have been mostly confined to a few downtown blocks.
They have featured sporadic violent clashes, which intensified as the sun set and organized rallies dispersed, prompting the mayor to impose a curfew for downtown Tuesday night. Overall, though, the crowds have not been especially large, and life in much of this sprawling metropolis has continued uninterrupted.

Protesters danced in the streets of Los Angeles on June 9, part of demonstrations against federal immigration raids.


On the tree-lined streets of the city's westside, joggers passed beneath blooming purple jacarandas. In northeast neighborhoods, street vendors sold fresh fruit and tacos. Kids, celebrating the start of summer break, played in parks. Retirees read newspapers outside a cafe.
Riding in open-top tour buses, visitors craned their necks to get a good look at the homes of celebrities. Revelers packed the city's Pride parade and the Hollywood Bowl's opening weekend.
An around-the-clock, everywhere-all-at-once emergency this is not.
"This is a manufactured crisis with a manufactured narrative that completely misunderstands Los Angeles," said Fernando Guerra, director of Loyola Marymount University's Center for the Study of Los Angeles. "It is as though there's a fire in one house and someone is claiming that the entire town is burning down."

The L.A. Pride parade took to the streets as scheduled Sunday, one of the many scenes signaling how much of Los Angeles continues without interruption from immigration protests. (Maya Dehlin Spach/Getty Images)



Law enforcement officers stand guard outside the Metropolitan Detention Center as a curfew begins Tuesday night in downtown Los Angeles. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


That doesn't mean Angelenos aren't aware of what's happening. On the contrary, many stridently oppose the Immigration and Customs Enforcement crackdown, fearing for themselves, their families or their neighbors.
But Los Angeles is huge, and even as a feeling of foreboding lingers, the protests triggered by the ICE raids have hardly impeded daily routines. The city is roughly 500 square miles and could hold more than 20 Manhattans within its bounds. L.A. County is even larger and, with nearly 10 million residents, would be the country's 11th most populous state.
In portraying the pandemonium as total, Trump and his allies are furthering several political goals, Guerra said. The president is showcasing his anti-immigration policies, communicating his willingness to upend long-standing norms and bolstering his persistent argument that Democratic-led cities are out of control.
"If you ever wanted a playbook on how to dominate the national narrative, this is it," Guerra said. "He's met all his objectives."
For a reality check, he added, compare the events of recent days with past moments of upheaval. The 2020 protests following the murder of George Floyd by Minneapolis police drew far larger crowds here, and the 1992 riots after the beating of Rodney King left an extensive trail of damage across the L.A. area.
And the latest demonstrations weren't even the biggest of the year locally, nor were they the first to shut down parts of the 101 freeway. Officials maintain that a typical police response -- which might include mutual aid from the state, county or neighboring cities -- would have been sufficient.
"We've all been, in Los Angeles, a part of a grand experiment to see what happens when the federal government decides they want to roll up on a state, roll up on a city and take over," Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass (D) told reporters recently.
In the same news conference, she took pains to underscore that the most significant confrontations between protesters and police were isolated to a relatively small area. "Unfortunately the visuals make it seem as though our entire city is in flames, and that is not the case at all," Bass said. "And I think it's important to say that."
At the Griffith Observatory, those visuals didn't fool Lynn Counts, who had just arrived from Illinois a couple hours before. She and her family saw the headlines but decided to make the trip anyway. Her impression after driving the distance from Los Angeles International Airport? An overreaction.
"We're from Chicago," she said. "So we've seen plenty of stuff like that."
Peter Pastore of Toronto has been in Los Angeles for nearly a week, sightseeing while his son competed in a Tetris tournament. Best he can tell, Trump is just back to picking a fight with California, a favorite punching bag. His family hasn't noticed anything amiss.
"It's really no big deal," Pastore said.
The only thing that has made him nervous during the trip: his lifelong earthquake phobia.
In the neighborhood of Silver Lake, Tera Uhlinger and her 12-year-old schnauzer, Mason, were lounging in the grass next to the area's reservoir. Like other residents, she has been fielding concerned messages from out-of-town friends and family.
"I think people who don't live in L.A. think that it's kind of like any other city," she said.
Instead, it's diffuse, spread out, a multiplicity of diverse places and people. Uhlinger -- a writer, actor and Reiki practitioner -- has been feeling the dissonance lately. She has been dismayed by the immigration raids, but the protests have felt a world apart.
Her focus has been on Mason, who is recuperating from a back injury.
"We're a few miles from the protest right now," Uhlinger said. "But I'm a million miles away, sitting in the park, giving my dog attention."
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Air India crash live updates: London-bound plane carrying more than 240 people crashes in Ahmedabad
Air India Flight 171 to London crashed into an Ahmedabad neighborhood shortly after takeoff. Police said there didn't appear to be survivors, the AP reported, but no final count has been confirmed. 
By Leo Sands, Joshua Yang, Sammy Westfall, Karishma Mehrotra, Supriya Kumar, Washington Post staff, Ian Duncan, Lori Aratani, Annabelle Timsit, Helier Cheung, Pranshu Verma | 2025-06-12
An Air India passenger jet bound for London with 242 passengers and crew members aboard crashed into a built-up neighborhood shortly after takeoff in the city of Ahmedabad on Thursday. India's health minister said "many people" were killed in the crash of Flight 171, while the city's police commissioner told the Associated Press that there appeared to be no survivors on board and that residents could also have been killed. No final count has been confirmed. Photographs showed smoldering wreckage strewn through what appeared to be a densely populated neighborhood.
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Fury grows in Kenya after death of blogger in police custody 
Protesters took to the streets of Nairobi over the death of a blogger in police custody, which has reignited long-standing anger over police brutality.
By Rael Ombuor | 2025-06-12

A protester holds a Kenyan flag in front of a cordon of Kenyan police officers during a demonstration Thursday in Nairobi over the death of Kenyan blogger Albert Ojwang, 30, who died in police custody. (Luis Tato/AFP/Getty Images)


NAIROBI -- Protests erupted in the Kenyan capital Thursday over the death of a blogger in police custody, reigniting long-standing public anger over police brutality.
Alfred Ojwang, 30, was arrested by detectives on Friday at his home in western Kenya, accused of defaming a top police official on social media. He was transported nearly 200 miles to Nairobi and put in a holding cell; on Sunday, he was pronounced dead at a local hospital.
What happened in the intervening hours is still unclear. Police first said he was found unconscious in his cell during a routine visit. But Bernard Midia, a forensic pathologist who examined the body, reported "serious injuries to the head ... features of neck compression," as well as "multiple soft tissue injuries."
"These were wounds inflicted from an external source, pointing towards assault," he told reporters Tuesday. Appearing before the senate on Wednesday, Inspector General Douglas Kanja retracted the earlier police statement and said an investigation was ongoing.
That same day, Kenyan President William Ruto said in a statement that "this tragic occurrence, at the hands of police, is heartbreaking and unacceptable."
At least 60 people were killed last year during a crackdown by security forces on protests over contentious tax legislation, the youngest a 12-year-old boy who was shot in the back. On Thursday, hundreds of demonstrators returned to the streets; police fired tear gas at the crowds as a helicopter hovered overhead, and at least two cars were set on fire.
"The savage beating to death of Albert Ojwang and the subsequent attempts to cover this up shatters once more the reputation of the leadership of the Kenyan Police Service," said Irungu  Houghton, the Kenya executive director for Amnesty International. "To restore public confidence and trust, all officers implicated must be arrested.

Protesters chant in solidarity as they are enveloped by tear gas during a demonstration over Ojwang's death. (Tony Karumba/AFP/Getty Images) 


As an only child, Ojwang was his father's hope in life. Meshack Ojwang said his son had recently quit his job as a high school teacher because of low pay and had planned to get into the charcoal business.
"He was trustworthy," Meshack told reporters Tuesday. "He never got into disagreements or had ever been arrested."
In his spare time, Ojwang blogged on X and Facebook about political and social issues, echoing the frustrations of many young Kenyans disillusioned by corruption and economic stagnation. In recent weeks he had focused his ire on Deputy Inspector General Eliud Lagat, calling him part of the "mafia police" and alleging he was illegally profiting from his position.
Ojwang was settling down for lunch on Friday when three motorbikes carrying two men each drove up, his father said. One of the men identified himself as a police officer and said Ojwang was being arrested for "insulting their boss." He was put in a car and taken to a local station before being moved to Nairobi.
On Saturday night, Meshack had what would be his final phone call with his son, who told him to come to the police station the next morning. He arrived there at 7 a.m., he said, hoping to bail him out; after hours of waiting, he was told his son had died.
"It was shocking," Meshack said, "to think that he was in a prison cell alone, held as a criminal."

A protester is pushed and surrounded by Kenyan police officers as she tries to stop them from firing tear gas. (Luis Tato/AFP/Getty Images) 


Ojwang's death comes nearly a year after Kenya was paralyzed by nationwide protests, which culminated in demonstrators storming the parliament building in Nairobi.
Though the protests were initially sparked by a tax bill that raised the price of basic goods, the heavy-handed response by Kenyan police and soldiers set off more far-reaching fury over state violence and a lack of accountability.
In an effort to restore calm, Ruto fired almost his entire cabinet and canceled a controversial project with an Indian company to overhaul the Nairobi airport. This year, hoping to further ease domestic tensions, Ruto brought members of the opposition into his cabinet, but it left some activists feeling even more isolated.
"To have the opposition in government basically leaves the activists as the official opposition," said Happy Olal, a human rights activist and head of the Social Justice Centers in Kenya. "We are on our own, and its becoming more dangerous."
In Washington, Kenya is viewed as a haven of stability in a region roiled by turmoil. To the north, the Sahel has been wracked by coups and Islamist insurgencies. The Horn of Africa is gripped by civil conflict and mounting humanitarian crises.
Last year, Ruto was feted at the White House in the first state visit by an African leader since 2008, and Washington has recently funded the deployment of Kenyan troops to Haiti to counter gang violence.
Since 2011, the United States has also provided support for Kenya's Independent Policing Oversight Authority (IPOA), set up to investigate cases of police misconduct. A recent report from the IPOA said it had launched more than 10,000 investigations since its inception, but only 33 officers had been convicted of wrongdoing.
"The problem is much broader, and informed by a culture of impunity," said Evelyne Asaala, a professor of criminal law at the University of Nairobi. "If a state officer knows they can get away with a crime, then why would they not do it?"

Protesters react as clashes erupt between demonstrators and police during a protest. (Luis Tato/AFP/Getty Images) 


Missing Voices, a coalition of Kenyan human rights organizations, has documented 970 cases of extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances since 2019, including 159 cases in the last year.
After Ojwang's death, there are renewed calls for transparency and accountability.
"Who is sanctioning or instructing these officers?" said Houghton, of Amnesty International. "Who are the officers abducting and killing those who criticize the state?"
Kenya's police reform working group has called for Lagat, the police official Ojwang criticized online, to step aside and recuse himself from the investigation. Lagat has made no public comment.
"Kenya has been the voice of reason in the region, a pace setter in democracy and human rights, " Asaala said. "It has to pull itself back together."
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Iran not complying with nuclear obligations, U.N. watchdog says
Iran slammed the International Atomic Energy Agency's vote as politically motivated. It comes as U.S.-Iran nuclear talks increasingly appear stalled.
By Susannah George | 2025-06-12

The International Atomic Energy Agency recently found that Iran had been dramatically increasing its stockpiles of near-weapons-grade enriched uranium. (Matthias Schrader/AP)


The United Nations' nuclear watchdog agency has found Iran in breach of its nuclear obligations for the first time in 20 years, according to a copy of the adopted resolution seen by The Washington Post, in a move that could further heighten regional tensions and pave the way to the reimposition of sanctions that had been lifted after the 2015 nuclear deal.
Iran condemned the move as politically motivated and announced the establishment of a new enrichment site.
The diplomatic confrontation Thursday came as the United States draws down military and diplomatic personnel across the Middle East amid fears of an Israeli strike on Iran.
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) resolution cited "undeclared nuclear material and activities at multiple undeclared locations" in Iran that constituted noncompliance and prevented the agency from being able "to verify that there has been no diversion of nuclear material required to be safeguarded." Last month, the IAEA reported that Iran had amassed further stockpiles of near-weapons-grade uranium.
"The Islamic Republic of Iran has no choice but to respond to this political resolution," the Iranian Foreign Ministry and the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran said in a joint statement, according to an Iranian state media readout. The statement said the new enrichment site would be in a "secure location," without giving further specifics.
It is unclear if the new facility will have an immediate impact on Iran's nuclear nonproliferation threat, said Kelsey Davenport, the director for nonproliferation policy at the Arms Control Association, a Washington-based group that advocates for limits on nuclear weapons.
Regardless, the move is "concerning," Davenport said. "If this turns out to be a facility that Iran has already built out, then it could become operational relatively quickly and pose much more of a risk," she said, describing Iran's overall response to the IAEA vote as "measured."
If Iran fails to cooperate with the IAEA following Thursday's vote, the issue will be raised at another IAEA vote later in the summer and could be referred to the U.N. Security Council. The vote Thursday was put forward by Britain, France, Germany and the United States, according to the Iranian readout and the Associated Press.
Bilateral talks between Iran and the United States over Tehran's nuclear program increasingly appear stalled, leading to escalated regional tensions. This week, the Trump administration authorized the departure of nonessential personnel from the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad and the Pentagon authorized the departure of military families from elsewhere in the Middle East.
The sixth round of talks is scheduled for Sunday in Oman. U.S. and Iranian negotiating teams are attempting to reach a deal that would curb Iran's nuclear program in exchange for sweeping sanctions relief. Last week, Iran's supreme leader criticized the proposal that U.S. negotiators had presented to their Iranian counterparts, calling the U.S. position "nonsense."
The central point of disagreement appears to be Iran's right to enrich uranium domestically. Iranian officials have said the right to enrichment is a Red Line in the talks. The Trump administration's position is less clear, at times insisting on zero enrichment and in other instances expressing support for strict limits on Iranian enrichment.
The IAEA resolution passed Thursday directly referenced the U.S.-Iran nuclear talks, calling on all parties to support a "a diplomatic solution to the problems posed by the Iranian nuclear program" and "an agreement that addresses all international concerns related to Iran's nuclear activities."
European nations are faced with a fast-approaching deadline for a diplomatic resolution. The authority to reimpose a number of harsh sanctions that were lifted under the 2015 nuclear deal expires in October. European nations have said that Iran must provide technically credible answers to the IAEA's questions to avoid the reimposition of the so-called "snapback" sanctions.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/06/12/iran-nuclear-breach-iaea-un-watchdog/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



In photos: Demining Syria, the 'most land mine-affected place in the world'
Unexploded ordnance poses an elevated risk in the wake of the collapse of Bashar al-Assad's regime, as displaced Syrians return home.
By Ed Ram, Mikhail Klimentov | 2025-06-12

Workers from Mines Advisory Group (MAG), a demining organization, prepare to conduct a demining exercise. The team is working to defuse thousands of mines in a minefield in Raqqa, Syria, that stretches at least six kilometers along the route of an oil pipeline 25 kilometers south west of Raqqa city. (Ed Ram/Getty Images)


RAQQA, Syria -- Mofida Majthou squatted, holding a detonator affixed to the end of a long wire. More than 1,600 feet away, winding past a cinder-block shack and across an expanse of sand and stone, the wire dipped into a hole containing 25 submunitions from cluster bombs, an anti-tank mine, the main charge from an improvised explosive device laid by the Islamic State and 200 grams of  additional explosive material.
With the press of a button, it all went up in smoke.
The land around Raqqa, which was a regular flash point in Syria's nearly 14-year civil war, is littered with land mines, cluster munitions and other explosive devices. Majthou, 45, a technical field manager for Mines Advisory Group, an organization that finds and destroys unexploded ordnance left behind after a conflict, demonstrated her work to journalists earlier this month.

Mofida Majthou, 45, a technical field manager from MAG (Mines Advisory Group), stands over a hole containing explosives -- 25 submunitions, an anti-tank mine, a main charge from an improvised explosive device and 200 grams of explosives -- collected during a mine clearance in Raqqa, Syria. (Ed Ram/Getty Images)



Majthou prepares to detonate explosives in an area used for explosives disposal in Syria. (Ed Ram/Getty Images)



A worker for the demining organization MAG, or Mines Advisory Group, looks on during a controlled explosion conducted by the group on June 4. (Ed Ram/Getty Images)


There are likely hundreds of thousands of unexploded munitions, sometimes referred to as UXO, in Syria, experts say. Over the span of several years, the Syrian government undertook a massive bombing campaign targeting population centers held by Syrian rebel groups. The United States also bombed Islamic State targets across the country -- almost certainly contributing to the count of unexploded ordnance.
Many of the land mines and improvised explosive devices scattered across Syria can be traced back to the Islamic State, which controlled swaths of territory in the country, most of which it had lost by 2017. Factions fighting both ISIS and the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, who was ousted last year, also left behind countless explosives.
Explosives pose an elevated risk in the wake of the collapse of Bashar al-Assad's regime in December. Amid relative calm under the transitional government, as displaced Syrians return to areas once rendered uninhabitable by fighting, hundreds have fallen victim to the explosive remnants of the conflict.
More than 900 people have been killed or injured by unexploded ordnance since Dec. 8, MAG said, citing data gathered by the International NGO Safety Organization, a group dedicated to supporting aid workers in high-risk areas. HALO Trust, another international nonprofit that clears land mines, put the number at more than 1,000, per INSO and HALO's own estimates. Other countries with high land mine casualties include Myanmar, Afghanistan, Yemen and Ukraine.
"You drive through some of the towns and cities and the suburbs of Damascus and it's like, you've seen TV of what Gaza looks like right now -- it's like that," said Jon Brown, director of engagement at MAG. "There is widespread and devastating destruction, and there will be unexploded ordnance lying around in that rubble."
Just a few weeks ago, MAG's team in Raqqa discovered a new minefield: approximately 130 feet wide and at least 3.7 miles long. There appeared to be an average of roughly three land mines per square meter, according to Brown.

MAG demining workers search for mines, unexploded ordnance (UXO) and Improvised Explosive Devices (IED) in an area once controlled by the Islamic State group on June 2. The area is 100 kilometers northeast of Raqqa, Syria. (Ed Ram/Getty Images)



Workers from demining organization MAG (Mines Advisory Group) prepare to conduct a demining exercise. They are working to defuse thousands of mines in a minefield along the route of an oil pipeline southwest of Raqqa, Syria, on June 3. (Ed Ram/Getty Images)



Majthou prepares to defuse an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) thought to be left by the so-called Islamic State group before 2017 and found on June 2. (Ed Ram/Getty Images)


MAG characterized Syria as "the most land mine-affected place in the world" -- referring to the number of deaths and injuries caused by the explosives. They linger under rubble, along roads and across farmland, standing in the way of a return to normalcy.
Earlier this month, Doctors Without Border also warned of the danger. The humanitarian group, which has been working to support the reopening of the emergency room at the Deir ez-Zor National Hospital in eastern Syria, said it had seen roughly one patient per day since April 7 who had been injured by the leftover explosives.
"Of the people who have arrived to our emergency room, nearly two-thirds have life-threatening or severe injuries, and nearly a quarter have traumatic amputations," said Will Edmond, the head of mission in Syria for Doctors Without Borders. "Shockingly, two out of five of the people we've seen have been children."
MAG has 240 workers in the country, most of whom are Syrian. The group has worked in the country since 2016 -- though it couldn't operate in territory held by Assad's government until his ouster.

In northern Syria, specialists work to clear land of unexploded war munitions, which likely number in the hundreds of thousands across the country.


The staff is split into roughly two groups: one that works on demining, and another that liaises with the locals to educate them about the risks posed by unexploded ordnance.
The former has destroyed 80,000 explosive items -- though the scale of the task ahead remains immense. No methodical survey has been done to determine the exact scale of the issue, but even the rough estimates are harrowing. According to a March 2022 report by the Carter Center, anywhere from 100,000 to 300,000 munitions may have failed to activate during just the Assad regime's bombing campaign, though "the count is likely much higher."
"It took 23 years to clear 86,000 pieces of UXO from Mozambique," the Carter Center report authors added.
The educators also have their work cut out for them.

A MAG worker stands in front of a Red Crescent lorry that was  destroyed after veering off the road and hitting a land mine two months earlier in a minefield. (Ed Ram/Getty Images)



Majthou, the MAG technical field manager, gives a briefing showing areas of operation and mine clearance in Raqqa, Syria. (Ed Ram/Getty Images)



MAG workers look on as colleagues defuse an anti-tank mine in a minefield in Raqqa, Syria. (Ed Ram/Getty Images)


During a February trip to Syria, Human Rights Watch researchers said they spoke with 18 people impacted by explosions in their communities, many of whom complained that there was a lack of information about the existence and best approach to handling the explosives.
"None of the victims and witnesses interviewed -- many of whose loved ones had been injured or killed since December 8 because of unexploded ordnance -- knew of any way to report the possible presence of explosive remnants of war to authorities," Human Rights Watch said in April.
MAG's efforts in Syria are funded chiefly by the U.S., through the State Department's Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement, and by Norway's Agency for Development Cooperation. MAG also told reporters it was in the process of receiving a license from the new government, led by former rebel leader Ahmed al-Sharaa. The U.S. recently lifted its sanctions on Syria.
To scale up its operations for work across all of Syria, MAG projected it would need to increase its funding level from the current rate of $6 million to $25 million per year.
"If you're a soldier, you've got a dozen antipersonnel mines hanging off your belt, you whack them on the ground, you arm them, and then 30 minutes later, they're dangerous," Brown said. "It costs nothing to manufacture them, costs nothing to lay them. It costs an awful lot to get them out of the ground again."
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Gaza Humanitarian Foundation says five workers killed in attack
The controversial aid organization said at least five of its Palestinian volunteer workers were killed in an attack it blamed on Hamas militants.
By Karen DeYoung, Hazem  Balousha | 2025-06-12

Palestinians carry boxes with aid supplies from the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation last month in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip. (Hatem Khaled/Reuters)


At least five Palestinians working for the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation (GHF), a controversial aid group backed by the United States and Israel, were killed late Wednesday when the bus they were traveling in came under attack, the organization said in a statement.
The GHF, which began distributing food aid barely two weeks ago from sites in the southern and central Gaza Strip, said the team of about two dozen staff were attacked about 10 p.m. local time while traveling to a distribution center west of Khan Younis. "Some of our team members may have been taken hostage," the statement said.
It blamed the attack on Hamas, the militant group that ruled Gaza, but did not offer evidence. There was no immediate comment from Hamas or its military wing.
As many as eight may have been killed in the attack, according to a person familiar with operations at the distribution sites inside Gaza, who called the workers "heroes." A number were left wounded, and others were apparently kidnapped by the attackers, said the person, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to talk about the fast-unfolding events.
Palestinians working at the sites -- local Arabic speakers who help organize the surge of Gazans picking up aid and physically hand over the boxes of food -- are paid volunteers, many of whom have been living at the distribution sites for security reasons. Some opt to return to their families between shifts or after working a number of days at a time. The four sites are staffed 24 hours a day by U.S. private security contractors, who also secure the roads used by truck convoys carrying daily consignments of aid into Gaza from the Israeli border.
Many humanitarian organizations have refused to participate in the GHF operations, which they charge violate their principles of neutrality and further Israeli war aims by limiting the places where food is available to Gazans and exposing them to increased danger.
Health authorities inside Gaza have said that dozens of civilians approaching the distribution sites have been shot and killed by Israeli troops at positions near the sites. The Israel Defense Forces has said it is investigating some of those shootings.
Israel, which partially lifted an 11-week blockade on aid entering the enclave to enable the GHF operation, has also allowed the U.N. World Food Program and other nonprofit agencies to resume a relatively small number of their own aid deliveries outside the bounds of the guarded compounds.
But many of those trucks have been attacked and looted by armed gangs and desperate, hungry people. Drivers, fearing the lack of security, have often refused to ferry the goods into Gaza. The deliveries also have been limited by what the United Nations has said is Israel's refusal to approve transit routes through an expanding war zone as it steps up a renewed campaign against Hamas.
Hamas has not attacked the GHF distribution points or the U.S. contractors directly, but it has issued public threats against them, anyone working for them and Gazans receiving the aid.
"Tonight, the world must see this for what it is: an attack on humanity," the foundation statement said. "We call on the international community to immediately condemn Hamas for this unprovoked attack and continued threat against our people simply trying to feed the Palestinian people."
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U.S. shrinks presence in Middle East amid fears of Israeli strike on Iran
U.S. embassies and military bases across the Middle East are on high alert, as fears grow about an Israeli strike on Iran.
By John Hudson, Karen DeYoung, Dan Lamothe, Adam Taylor | 2025-06-12

People walk past an anti-U.S. mural on a street in Tehran last week. (Majid Asgaripour/Reuters)


The United States is on high alert in anticipation of a potential Israeli strike on Iran, with the State Department authorizing the evacuation of some personnel in Iraq and the Pentagon green-lighting the departure of military family members across the Middle East.
The heightened security environment comes as President Donald Trump expresses dimming hopes of achieving a deal with Iran that would restrict its nuclear program and forestall a potentially cataclysmal military confrontation in the Middle East.
"I'm less confident now than I would have been a couple of months ago. Something happened to them, but I am much less confident of a deal being made," Trump told the New York Post.
In recent months, U.S. intelligence officials have grown increasingly concerned that Israel may choose to strike Iran's nuclear facilities without the consent of the United States. Such a move would almost certainly scuttle the Trump administration's delicate nuclear negotiations and prompt an Iranian retaliation on U.S. assets in the region.
Tehran has long said the U.S., as Israel's biggest military and political supporter, would suffer consequences in the event of an Israeli strike on Iran.
The State Department recently ordered all embassies within striking distance of Iranian assets -- including missions in the Middle East, Eastern Europe and Northern Africa -- to convene emergency action committees and send cables back to Washington about measures to mitigate risks.
That procedure led to Secretary of State Marco Rubio's decision Wednesday to authorize the departure of nonessential personnel in Iraq.
"We are constantly assessing the appropriate personnel posture at all our embassies," said a State Department official who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive security matter. "Based on our latest analysis, we decided to reduce the footprint of our mission in Iraq."
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, meanwhile, has authorized the "voluntary departure" of military family members from installations across the Middle East, a defense official said.
U.S. Central Command, the military headquarters overseeing the region, is working in close coordination with State Department counterparts and allies to maintain a constant state of readiness to support numerous missions at any time, the official added.
Asked about Iran at an event at the Kennedy Center in Washington on Wednesday night, Trump acknowledged that U.S. citizens were being moved out of the Middle East, saying "it could be a dangerous place. ... We've given notice to move out; we'll see what happens."
"We are watching and worried," one senior diplomat in the region said. "We think it's more serious than any other time in the past."
Iran has urged the U.S. to prioritize a negotiated solution, with its mission to the United Nations saying that "diplomacy -- not militarism -- is the only path forward."
"Iran is not seeking a nuclear weapon, and U.S. militarism only fuels instability," the Iranian mission said on social media. "CENTCOM's legacy of fueling regional instability, through arming aggressors and enabling Israeli crimes, strips it of any credibility to speak on peace or non-proliferation."
Iran and the U.S. are tentatively scheduled to hold a sixth round of direct talks in Oman on Sunday between U.S. negotiator Steve Witkoff and Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, along with discussions between their technical teams. But people familiar with the planning said Wednesday that it is possible that talks may not happen.
Trump has described the negotiations, which began in April, as heading in a positive direction and has said he told Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to hold off on any military plans. But on Wednesday, Trump said he was "less confident" that Iran would agree to U.S. demands that it completely shut down its nuclear enrichment program.
"They seem to be delaying, and I think that's a shame," he said.
He has frequently said that Iran would never be allowed to have a nuclear weapon and has threatened military action if an agreement is not reached.
In a post on X on Wednesday, Araghchi said that Trump's demand that Iran not develop a nuclear weapon "is actually in line with our own doctrine and could become the main foundation for a deal."
"It is clear that an agreement that can ensure the continued peaceful nature of Iran's nuclear program is within reach -- and could be achieved rapidly," he said.
Although Witkoff indicated early in the negotiations that some kind of compromise could be reached that would allow Iran to continue producing a small quantity of low-enriched uranium for civil purposes, the administration has since rejected that possibility.
The International Atomic Energy Agency board of governors is meeting this week in Vienna, where Director General Rafael Grossi reported Tuesday that Iran has dramatically increased the amount of near-weapons-grade material it possesses.
Under the 2015 nuclear agreement signed with the Obama administration and other world powers, Iran agreed to limit its enrichment to a low level for medical, energy and research purposes in exchange for the lifting of harsh economic sanctions.
After Trump dropped out of the agreement in 2018 during his first term in office and reimposed U.S. sanctions, Tehran began producing and stockpiling highly enriched uranium. The IAEA reports Iran now has a 900-pound stockpile of fuel, just a step away from what could be used in a nuclear weapon.
The agency also has concluded that Iran carried out secret nuclear-related activities more than two decades ago with undeclared nuclear material at three locations inside the country.
The IAEA for years has demanded Iran explain those findings and received no adequate response. European signatories to the agreement -- Britain, France and Germany -- have threatened to exercise "snapback" rights and reimpose their own sanctions on Iran for noncompliance.
In a contentious meeting Wednesday, Iran's envoy to the IAEA, Reza Najafi, charged the Europeans with violating the decade-old agreement, which technically still remains in effect, claiming they failed to lift all of their own sanctions when the original deal was struck.
In a separate post Wednesday, Araghchi said that "instead of displaying remorse or a desire to facilitate diplomacy," the Europeans were "promoting confrontation through the absurd demand that Iran must be punished for exercising its right" under the agreement "to respond to non-performance by counterparts."
If the IAEA governors proceed with plans to vote on a resolution against Iran at the end of their week-long meeting Friday, Araghchi said, Iran will "react STRONGLY. Blame will lie solely and FULLY with malign actors who shatter their own relevance."
Susannah George in Dubai, Suzan Haidamous in Beirut, Kareem Fahim in Istanbul and Mustafa Salim in Baghdad contributed to this report.
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Anti-immigrant riots follow sex assault arrests in Northern Ireland
The two nights of rampaging targeted immigrant neighborhoods after the teenage suspects were read the charges by a Romanian interpreter in court.
By Steve Hendrix | 2025-06-11

Hundreds of anti-immigrant rioters torched cars and attacked police Tuesday in Northern Ireland's city of Ballymena.


LONDON -- Rioters broke windows, torched cars and attacked police with bricks and petrol bombs for a second night in a Northern Ireland town late Tuesday, after public anger over an alleged sexual assault rumored to have been committed by Romanian immigrants morphed into a xenophobic rampage.
More than 17 officers were injured and several homes and vehicles damaged after what police called a "sustained attack" by dozens of protesters, many wearing masks and hoods, in Ballymena, a town of 32,000 just north of Belfast. Cars and garbage piles were set aflame on rubble-strewn streets. Fifteen officers were hurt in clashes the previous night.
Witnesses described immigrant families hiding in attics or fleeing their homes as rioters broke windows and tried to set curtains on fire. Some residents displayed the Union Jack flag in their windows to avoid being targeted by what the local police chief described as "racist thuggery, pure and simple."
Several houses had signs declaring "Filipino lives here" -- apparently in hopes of redirecting attackers to other targets.
Riot squads were brought from all over the country as reinforcements, and video showed police using water cannons to blast the advancing mobs. Five people were arrested, and police said they were reviewing footage to identify additional participants in the melee.
The unrest, which officials warned could continue for a third night or longer, is just the latest violent flare-up over migration in some British communities.

Police stand outside a house that demonstrators tried to break into during rioting in Ballymena, Northern Ireland, on Tuesday. (Clodagh Kilcoyne/Reuters)



Several homes and vehicles were damaged during the rioting in Ballymena. (Clodagh Kilcoyne/Reuters)


Four days of riots erupted in a suburb of Liverpool, England, last year after a person arrested in the killing of three girls at a dance event was falsely identified online as a Muslim asylum seeker. Last month, after a driver plowed into a crowd celebrating a soccer championship, Liverpool police broke precedent by quickly identifying the suspect as a White British citizen to head off spiraling disinformation and racial conflict.
The unrest in Ballymena began after the arrest Sunday of two 14-year-old boys on suspicion of sexually assaulting a girl, officials said. Authorities did not identify the suspects, but when the pair appeared in juvenile court by video link Monday, the charges of attempted oral rape were read to them by a Romanian interpreter, sparking widespread speculation that the boys were from Eastern Europe.
Court officials have released no further information about the suspects, and their nationality and residency status in the United Kingdom remained unclear. They were denied bail and are scheduled to appear again in court on July 2, the BBC reported.
Anger at the arrests spread quickly. A vigil, originally organized to support the alleged victim, quickly turned violent Monday when some participants broke away and began smashing windows in a part of the town where many immigrant families live and close to where the assault is alleged to have occurred. Protesters set up barricades and gathered blocks and other projectiles to hurl at police.
Officials said they did not believe the violence was planned by organized groups and have detected no involvement by the paramilitary groups that still exist in Northern Ireland but in forms far diminished from the days when the region was beset by sectarian strife. But rioters were connecting with others through the internet, the authorities said.
There was "widespread live-streaming on social media of the violence, directing people where to go, how to get around the police barricades," Sian Mulholland, Ballymena's Legislative Assembly representative, told the BBC.
Mulholland described helping to evacuate a pregnant woman from one burning house. "We were able to direct the police to remove that family and get them out of the area to safety, to the police station," she said.
The violence was largely quelled by about 1 a.m. Wednesday, police said. The family of the alleged victim condemned the violence, and authorities called for the public's assistance in helping to trace the perpetrators. Police also said they were bracing for a third night of trouble.
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer's office said it was monitoring the situation, calling it "very disturbing." Officials said additional reinforcements from England and Wales were ready to be deployed if needed.
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IRS tax-filing season defies gloomy projections despite DOGE upheaval
Critical tax-agency staffing cuts were postponed until after the filing season.
By Jacob Bogage | 2025-06-12

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent testifies before the House Ways and Means Committee on Wednesday. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


Tax receipts markedly increased this spring over the previous year, despite initial projections at the  IRS that revenue could plummet this year amid turmoil at the agency, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent told lawmakers Thursday.
Tax revenue the IRS collected in April jumped 9.5 percent to $850 billion total, according to the Treasury Department. In May, tax revenue soared 14.7 percent over the 2024 mark, for $371 billion overall.
The numbers are a stark reversal from what some tax officials had feared would happen. Treasury Department and IRS officials in March predicted a 10 percent drop in revenue, forecasting that increasing numbers of individuals and businesses would try to dodge taxes during a period of upheaval within the federal government.
At the time, the U.S. DOGE Service was implementing massive staffing cuts at the tax agency, and senior IRS leaders were departing in droves over concerns about improper political access to confidential taxpayer data.
The IRS had dropped investigations of high-value corporations and taxpayers, The Washington Post reported, as it attempted to triage resources to preserve funding for vital internal systems.
But Bessent said none of those dire projections came to pass.
"I am pleased to report that Treasury has just completed its most successful tax-filing season in years -- and we did so while improving efficiencies and cutting costs at the IRS," he told a Senate panel Thursday, in remarks similar to what he told a House committee on Wednesday.
An IRS representative did not respond to a request for comment.
The alarming March estimates came from nonpublic revenue projections based on IRS measurements of scheduled payments from already filed returns and outstanding balances relative to similarly situated taxpayers in previous years. Those calculations take into account the number of filers who have paid their balances or are owed refunds, those who scheduled payments by the April 15 deadline, those who took extensions, and measurements of annual noncompliance.
But the filing season on the whole proceeded well, according to the Treasury inspector general for tax administration, the IRS's watchdog. All but 2 percent of filers submitted their returns electronically, allowing the tax agency to speedily issue more than 36.9 million refunds through the beginning of March, the inspector general reported.
Eighty-seven percent of callers to IRS helplines had their calls answered, down four percentage points from the year before but still ahead of the agency's goal of 85 percent.
Staff departures, though, did have an impact on the quality of service. Only 30.2 percent of callers during the 2025 filing season stayed on the phone long enough -- through an average 31/2-minute wait time -- to reach a live customer service representative.
Many of the DOGE staffing cuts at the IRS exempted employees deemed essential for the filing season.
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Trump backers call for Walmart boycott amid furor over 'No Kings Day' ad
At issue is a full-page New York Times ad, paid by Walmart heiress Christy Walton, highlighting upcoming protests.
By Jaclyn Peiser | 2025-06-11

A Walmart spokesman said the ad is "in no way connected to or endorsed by Walmart." (Mike Blake/Reuters)


Some supporters of President Donald Trump are calling for a Walmart boycott after an heiress to the nation's largest retailer took out an ad in the New York Times to promote a protest of the president's policies.
The full-page display, which appeared in the newspaper Sunday and was paid for by Christy Walton, advertises "No Kings Day" gatherings across the country Saturday. The mobilizing events coincide with Trump's military parade in D.C.
While the ad doesn't mention Trump by name, many of his followers interpreted it as a criticism of his actions and policies. "WE uphold and defend the constitution"; "WE care for veterans and children"; "WE are the world leader trusted to uphold the stability of rule of law."
It also came as protests in Los Angeles against the administration's immigration policies ramped up, with Trump deploying Marines and National Guard troops to California.
By Tuesday, some influential Trump allies were posting about the ad on social media. Kari Lake, the senior adviser to the U.S. Agency for Global Media, the government body overseeing the Voice of America news service, reposted the ad on X and wrote: "Do you shop at Walmart?"
Conservative commenters on X also started calling for boycotts of Walmart and cited its association with Walton, the widow of John T. Walton and daughter-in-law of the retailer's founder, Sam Walton.
"It may be time to #BoycottWalmart," one user wrote. "#ChristyWalton, heiress of @Walmart has lost her mind in thinking she can fund revolutions against the American people/consumers."
Among the lawmakers joining the fray was Rep. Anna Paulina Luna (R-Florida), who connected the ad directly to Walmart as she posted on X: "Looks like the Walmart dynasty is big mad about China Tariffs."
In a statement to The Washington Post, a Walmart spokesman sought to distance the company from the ad.
"The advertisements from Christy Walton are in no way connected to or endorsed by Walmart," he said. "She does not serve on the board or play any role in decision-making at Walmart."
"A left-wing billionaire feels like burning some of her inheritance for a PR stunt," White House spokesman Kush Desai said in a statement. "It's not going to change the fact that over 77 million Americans voted for mass deportations, border security, and America First trade policies -- a mandate that the Trump administration is committed to using every lever of executive power to deliver on."
While it's unclear whether a grassroots boycott from Trump supporters is underway, Walmart has already been in Trump's crosshairs in recent weeks. After the Bentonville, Arkansas-based retailer announced in its first-quarter earnings call that prices could go up within weeks because of tariffs, Trump admonished the company, posting on Truth Social that Walmart should "EAT THE TARIFFS" and "not charge valued customers ANYTHING."
Big box retailers have frequently been involved in the culture wars. Earlier this year, grassroots efforts materialized across the country to boycott retailers that retreated from their diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) initiatives. Target was one of the biggest chains criticized, and last month it reported lower-than-expected earnings in its first quarter, thanks, in part, to customers' pullback.
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ICE sets quotas to deliver on immigration crackdown on employers
The Trump administration has increased immigration enforcement, directing ICE to meet audit quotas for employer inspections and detain undocumented workers.
By Lauren Kaori Gurley, Marianne LeVine, Rachel Siegel | 2025-06-12

Law enforcement officers stand guard outside the Metropolitan Detention Center as a curfew was declared in downtown Los Angeles on Tuesday night. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


The Trump administration has ramped up investigations of companies suspected of employing undocumented immigrants, directing officials to meet audit quotas for such reviews to accelerate deportation efforts.
The Immigration and Customs Enforcement division has ordered its 30 regional offices to meet quotas on inspections of employers' documentation of their workers' immigration status, according to three immigration lawyers and a former Department of Homeland Security government official familiar with the agency's operations. The number of notices of inspection, known as I-9 audits, has increased "tenfold" since January, three lawyers said.
The inspections can be a precursor to workplace raids and have recently been used by the Trump administration as a method for detaining undocumented workers without judicial warrants, according to immigration advocates and lawyers. Often, undocumented workers never return to work after ICE agents serve an employer an inspection notice.
The directives have resulted in an explosion of immigration enforcement across industries and regions, according to four immigration lawyers.
This month, ICE officials have detained hundreds of workers, including at a meat-processing plant in Omaha, gas stations in Phoenix, construction sites in Tallahassee and Texas's Rio Grande Valley, and a pallet manufacturer in Pennsylvania.
ICE has ramped up arrests broadly in an effort to follow through on a directive from White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller to make a minimum of 3,000 arrests a day. Those heightened efforts were on display last week in Los Angeles when ICE agents descended on a women's clothing manufacturer with a search warrant and also arrested day laborers at a Home Depot parking lot. The raids sparked protests that led President Donald Trump to deploy the National Guard and U.S. Marines.
Chris Thomas, a partner at Holland & Hart, a law firm that represents employers across the United States, said he is "seeing audits at the usual suspects: hospitality, construction and food processing. And with the same frequency in red states as blue states."
"Employers all over are panicking," said Amy Peck, a lawyer at the firm Jackson Lewis in Omaha, following Tuesday's raid on the Nebraska meat-packer. "Workers are not showing up for work."
The acceleration of the employer crackdown follows a recent declaration from Trump's border czar Tom Homan that there would be "more worksite enforcement than you've ever seen in the history of this nation." Some workplace raids in recent weeks have been assisted by the FBI; Drug Enforcement Administration; Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives; U.S. Marshals Service; and Internal Revenue Service, as well as local law enforcement, according to recent ICE communications.
Abigail Jackson, a spokesperson for the White House, responded to questions about the quotas and increased worksite enforcement, saying: "If you are present in the United States illegally, you will be deported. This is the promise President Trump made to the American people and the Administration is committed to keeping it."
A DHS spokesperson said that "worksite immigration enforcement protects workers from exploitation and trafficking."
"These operations protect not only American workers but also illegal aliens," the spokesperson added. "President Trump will not allow criminals to abuse and exploit workers for profit."
The former DHS official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations about the quotas, said that agents were being "pushed for this weeks ago" but that the pressure to investigate workplaces has increased recently. Quotas may vary by region, the official added.
As part of this effort, DHS has also recently reassigned more law enforcement agents from human trafficking and other transnational crime investigations to target U.S. employers, according to the former DHS official and two of the immigration attorneys.
"They're being pushed to basically work civil immigration and not do any criminal work," the former DHS official said.
The I-9 audits are used to collect evidence that can later be used to obtain warrants for workplace raids, such as those that roiled communities in the South and Midwest during the first Trump administration.
This year, ICE agents have sometimes been arresting workers while delivering employers with inspection notices. In early May, ICE agents arrested 200 workers while serving inspection notices to 187 businesses in D.C. during a four-day sweep.
The crackdown on undocumented workers and employers arrives as the White House has applied enormous pressure on ICE to ramp up its deportation statistics. The administration previously set a goal of 1 million deportations in 2025, though it appears unlikely that it will meet this target.
It's unclear how many worksite arrests ICE has made so far. But during the first 100 days of the Trump administration, agents arrested about 1,270 undocumented immigrants on worksites and proposed nearly $1 million in fines on businesses that employ them, according to its website.
Those numbers appear to be rising quickly as ICE agents descend on employers in nearly every sector.
"Notices of inspection are increasing exponentially," Dawn Lurie, a lawyer at the firm Seyfarth Shaw, which represents major employers. Earlier this year, DHS targeted small businesses -- including mom-and-pop restaurants -- but more recently, audits have branched out "in both scope and strategy," targeting company headquarters, including in the retail, finance, real estate and tech industries, Lurie said.
The construction industry has also faced enforcement activity, stoking widespread fear among laborers about showing up to work, notably after more than 100 undocumented immigrants were arrested while working on Tallahassee construction sites last month.
Brian Turmail, spokesman for Associated General Contractors of America, said there is "huge anxiety" about how to support and maintain the current workforce. The organization has been coaching its 27,000 members about what to do if ICE shows up to a site or starts inquiring about paperwork. The group is also exploring ways to help people who have lawful status secure citizenship or other protections since "lawful status today might not be lawful status tomorrow."
Since January, agriculture had been one of the few sectors that has weathered less enforcement action, comparatively, the immigration lawyers said. More than 40 percent of laborers employed by agriculture are undocumented, according to 2022 estimates by the Agriculture Department.
The director of policy at the California Farm Bureau, Bryan Little, who is regularly in touch with farmers throughout the state, said he had not heard of a single enforcement action targeting the state's farmers since Trump retook the White House, until Tuesday, when word spread of raids on some farms in Southern California.
Natalie Allison contributed to this report.
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Trump economy shows surprising resilience despite tariff impacts
Annual inflation rose to a 2.4 percent pace in May, suggesting President Donald Trump's tariffs have yet to drive up the cost of everyday products.
By Andrew Ackerman, Jeff Stein | 2025-06-11

Imported new cars at an automobile processing terminal at the Port of Los Angeles in April 2024. (Mario Tama/Getty Images)


President Donald Trump's escalating trade war may be rattling corporate boardrooms and slowing consumer spending, but the U.S. economy so far has kept humming along.
The latest encouraging sign came Wednesday, when the Labor Department reported that inflation remained mild in May, rising at an annual pace of 2.4 percent -- less than economists had anticipated. The labor market continues to chug  as well, adding a healthy 139,000 jobs last month, which also beat expectations.
The wave of good news has surprised analysts who had braced for higher inflation and weaker hiring amid  Trump's unpredictable trade moves -- including new tariffs that were quickly scaled back or delayed. The inflation report landed the day after U.S. and Chinese negotiators announced a framework for a deal to reduce tariffs and other economic restrictions between the countries, suggesting the administration may further retreat in its global trade war. That could remove another threat from the U.S. economy.
"The fact that we have not seen a bigger impact from tariffs on both inflation and the labor market to date is striking," said Krishna Guha of Evercore ISI.
Big companies, in particular, seem to have prepared well by stocking inventories ahead of the tariffs, Guha said. Many also found alternative suppliers, improved productivity, and pressured wholesalers and distributors to absorb some of the extra costs.
For now, most firms are holding off on major price increases while they wait to see if the Trump administration pulls back on its trade threats. But if tariffs stay high, economists still expect to see real damage over time -- in the form of both higher prices and slower job growth.
"Without a doubt, firms are absorbing some of the costs," said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM. "But it does not alter the reality that there are price hikes on the way into the economy."
Still, the surprising resilience of the economy may have significant repercussions for the Trump administration and the upcoming 2026 midterm elections. The president and his aides for weeks suggested they would be willing to risk a  recession to rebalance the global trade system, and the chaos inflicted by Trump's tariffs initially appeared to hurt his popularity among voters. The trade war caused a sharp contraction in the stock market and volatility in the bond market that rattled investors around the world.
But the administration has since largely backed off its most drastic measures and is poised to soon pass a more than $2 trillion tax measure that could provide a further economic boost. The developments suggest Trump may keep the economy from suddenly unraveling -- and that his party could mitigate the political consequences of such a downturn -- even if it entails a recognition that his initial plans were impossible to implement.
Stephen Miran, chair of the White House Council of Economic Advisers,  said in an interview that there is "no reason in the data to worry about inflation," pointing out that the president began implementing new tariffs as soon as he took office.
"It's proving the doomsayers and the chickenlittles wrong, just as President Trump did during the first administration," Miran said. "It has come in lower than expected every month since the president took office."
The White House hailed Wednesday's inflation report as the latest sign that "America is beating inflation" under Trump. The president also welcomed the report, taking to his social media platform Truth Social to renew his calls on the Federal Reserve to cut borrowing rates by a full percentage point.
"Great numbers!" the president wrote in all caps, adding that lower rates would translate into lower interest costs on U.S. debt. "So important!!!" he wrote.
Since January, the Fed has been in a wait-and-see policy stance on interest rates amid a cloudy economic outlook and uncertainty over how Trump's policies, particularly on tariffs, will affect the economy. Fed officials have repeatedly said they are well positioned to wait for more clarity on the outlook for inflation and economic growth, despite consistent pressure from the president to lower interest rates.
"If the large increases in tariffs that have been announced are sustained, they're likely to generate a rise in inflation, a slowdown in economic growth and an increase in unemployment," Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell said at a news conference last month.
The Fed is expected to hold rates steady next week for a fourth straight meeting, with investors in futures markets putting the odds at nearly 100 percent. Most investors don't expect another rate cut until the Fed's September meeting.
The Fed's benchmark short-term rate, which trickles through the financial system to influence what millions of consumers and businesses pay to borrow money, sits at 4.25 to 4.5 percent.
In addition to a subdued 2.4 percent annual rate, Wednesday's inflation report showed that prices excluding food and energy categories --  what are known as core prices -- rose 2.8 percent, which was also below economists' expectations. On a monthly basis, overall prices were up just 0.1 percent.
The news wasn't entirely rosy. There are signs that tariffs are already rekindling inflation in some categories, including toys, which overwhelmingly come from China. Prices for toys, games and playground equipment rose by 2.2 percent in May, the largest one-month increase on record. Several goods that were getting cheaper when Trump took office -- including consumer electronics and toys -- have all instead risen in price by about 0.5 percent since January, according to Ernie Tedeschi, who served as a top economist in the Biden administration.
Skanda Amarnath, executive director of Employ America, a left-leaning policy organization, also said that healing supply chains, which had been severely disrupted by the covid pandemic, are probably muting the impact of the tariffs on a broad range of prices. Housing inflation in particular has eased because of trends that predate the Trump administration but continue to provide some relief for consumers.
But it's also likely that it will still take a few months for the tariffs to appear in the inflation data -- perhaps as late as the end of the summer -- because it will take businesses time to decide how or whether to pass on the tariffs to consumers, he said.
"There's a lot more lags in this stuff than people realize," Amaranth said. "There's a lot of lags and latency issues that people underestimate."
Still, increases that some economists were expecting failed to materialize last month. For instance, apparel prices fell 0.4 percent, while prices for new vehicles declined 0.3 percent. Both categories are expected to see tariff-fueled price pressures.
For the auto industry, tariffs are still expected to drive up vehicle prices by thousands of dollars, after the Trump administration imposed levies of 25 percent on imported cars. While the White House later moved to soften the blow by ensuring that auto tariffs don't "stack" on other duties applying to inputs such as steel and aluminum, even those vehicles assembled in the United States will face higher component costs, analysts say.
So far, new car prices haven't changed much, though automakers and dealers have pulled back on sales incentives, said Erin Keating, executive analyst at Cox Automotive. Still, tariffs are adding significant costs to the industry. If they remain in place, manufacturers are likely to pass some of those expenses to buyers, pushing prices up by about  4 to  8 percent by year's end.
"They are not going to be able to absorb the whole tariff cost," she said.
While designed to protect U.S. industries, tariffs often raise prices for consumers, leaving Fed officials to parse whether inflation is being driven by one-time pricing changes they can look through or is a sign of overheating that calls for tighter monetary policy.
Despite the spate of strong data, policymakers say it's difficult to assess the strength of the economy, as tariff-related uncertainty upends spending and investment patterns. During the first quarter, gross domestic product declined slightly, largely because of a surge in imports -- which count against GDP -- ahead of anticipated tariff increases that are likely to reverse.
While the labor market is at or near the Fed's goal of maximum employment, the future is uncertain. The administration's trade and other policies could yet raise the unemployment rate while raising inflation during the rest of this year, Fed governor Adriana Kugler said in a speech last week.
The Fed's existing wait-and-see approach is "currently appropriate" to achieve the central bank's dual goals of maximum employment and stable prices, she said.
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Trump hails limited trade deal with China after talks in London
U.S. and Chinese negotiators agreed to try again to implement the trade war truce that had collapsed after it was reached during an earlier round of talks in Geneva.
By David J. Lynch | 2025-06-11

U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick answers questions Tuesday, the second day of trade talks in London between the U.S. and China. (Toby Melville/Reuters)


President Donald Trump said Wednesday that a limited trade deal with China was "done," pending his approval and that of Chinese President Xi Jinping.
The agreement, hammered out during two days of marathon talks in London, calls for China to  resume shipments of rare-earth minerals and related magnets needed by U.S. automakers and other manufacturers. The United States then will "PROVIDE CHINA WHAT WAS AGREED TO," including visas for Chinese students to attend American universities, the president said in a post on Truth Social, without providing details.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio said at the end of May that he would "aggressively revoke" visas for Chinese students with ties to the Chinese Communist Party or who were studying in "critical fields." But the president said the presence of Chinese students on U.S. campuses "HAS ALWAYS BEEN GOOD WITH ME!"
Less than two weeks after accusing China of violating a trade war truce, Trump on Wednesday had nothing but praise for the Chinese leader.
"President Xi and I are going to work closely together to open up China to American Trade. This would be a great WIN for both countries!!!" Trump wrote in a second Truth Social post.
Under the renewed truce, the U.S. will impose a 55 percent tariff on Chinese goods, and China will hit American products with a 10 percent import tax, the president said. Those are both higher rates than before Trump took office, but lower than the triple-digit tariff levels that each nation  imposed this spring.
U.S. and Chinese negotiators agreed late Tuesday to try again to implement the trade war truce that collapsed amid recriminations on both sides just weeks after it was reached during an earlier round of talks in Geneva.
Speaking near midnight in London, Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick announced what he called a "handshake" deal to put into effect the terms of the May 12 U.S.-China agreement that called for both nations to lower their tariffs and take additional steps to facilitate trade.
"We have reached a framework to implement the Geneva consensus and the call between the two presidents," Lutnick told reporters, referring to a June 5 telephone conversation between Trump and Xi. "I think it's really beneficial to the United States of America. It's very beneficial to the Chinese and the China economy."
Negotiators released no text of either the London framework or the earlier Geneva accord to de-escalate the U.S.-China trade war. But Lutnick said both nations would remove new trade barriers they had erected as the truce broke down.
That means China is expected to permit an increased flow of critical materials known as "rare earths" for auto and defense production. As those shipments increase, the U.S. will lift measures that it imposed recently "in a balanced way," Lutnick said.
"We do absolutely expect that the topic of rare-earth minerals and magnets, with respect to the United States of America, will be resolved in this framework implementation," Lutnick said.
He did not specify which U.S. measures would be lifted in response. But his department has implemented a number of restrictions on exports to China of aerospace technology and advanced semiconductor equipment, which Chinese officials urgently want removed.
Lutnick described the diplomatic breakthrough as the first step toward expanding U.S.-China trade, which topped $580 billion last year. The U.S. buys more than three times as much from China as Chinese customers buy from Americans, a trade deficit that Trump has inveighed against for years as a measure of industrial decline.
"We have an existing, significant trade deficit, and President Trump's fundamental goal is to reduce the trade deficit and increase trade. So this was the first step of the framework by which we will then approach and discuss growing trade. But first we had to sort of get the negativity out," Lutnick said.
Briefing reporters outside Lancaster House, the 19th-century mansion in London's West End that hosted two days of talks, Lutnick credited the involvement of both presidents with producing quick results.
"You have to get things done if you're working for President Trump. I'm sure they felt they had to get it done because they were working for President Xi," he said.
The U.S. delegation also included Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer. Bessent left the talks a few hours early to return to Washington in time to appear before Congress on Wednesday.
The Chinese team was led by Vice Premier He Lifeng, a close associate of Xi.
In China, Li Chenggang, China's vice commerce minister, said the talks were "professional, rational, in-depth and candid," according to Chinese state media, and Beijing hopes the discussions will "be conducive to increasing trust between China and the United States."
Yao Yang, an economist at Peking University, said the fact that Beijing and Washington engaged in negotiations amid bitter trade tensions is positive.
"The Chinese government's stance has always been, if you want to fight, we are going to take it. But the purpose of fighting is not just for the sake of fighting, it is to prepare for negotiation or to bring the other side to the negotiation table," he said.
Yet even as the latest attempt to put U.S.-China relations on a sound footing moved forward, Greer nodded to the long list of issues that divide the two sides. The Trump administration has complained about Chinese policies that fuel what it sees as excess production of manufactured goods, which depress global prices and hurt American factory workers.
"There are some things that the Chinese and U.S. economies, they just don't fit together very well. Other things, maybe they do. And there'll be a time for broader conversations on that," he said.
The 90-day pause on triple-digit tariffs that amounted to a de facto U.S.-China trade embargo expires  Aug. 12. In response to a question about prospects for an extension, Greer said that would be up to Trump.
Further talks are expected, though no date has been agreed to yet.
The Trump administration notched a legal win Tuesday when a federal appeals court ruled that many of the tariffs the president imposed on China can remain  while the government  appeals a lower-court ruling that found they were illegal.
The Court of International Trade, a little-known specialized court in New York, ruled last month that Trump exceeded his authority by invoking emergency powers to impose tariffs on imports from China and other nations.
The Trump administration quickly appealed, and the appeals court temporarily paused the lower court's decision. On Tuesday, it said that pause could stay in place while the appeal was decided.
"The court also concludes that these cases present issues of exceptional importance warranting expedited en banc consideration of the merits in the first instance," the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit said Tuesday. The appeals court said it would expedite the issue and hear arguments July 31.
Katrina Northrop in Taipei, Taiwan, and Rachel Lerman in Washington contributed to this report.
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New York's H&H Bagels just opened in D.C. Does it live up to the hype?
The New York bagel shop has cultural cachet, but the rounds from its first D.C. outpost didn't wow us.
By Tim Carman | 2025-06-12

Plain and everything bagels from H&H Bagels, a New York chain that opened its first Washington location on Thursday. (Cece Pascual/The Washington Post) 


In recent years, food writers have summoned a great many words to discuss the rise of bagel literacy in communities far from New York City, long recognized as the epicenter of American bagel culture. The New Yorker published an essay last year under the headline, "Are We Living Through a Bagel Renaissance?," which arrived nearly a year after Bon Appetit welcomed the country to the "Great Bagel Boom."
"For too long, bagels have been just average outside NYC," the staff at Bon Appetit noted in its subhead. "But now, absolutely superb versions are having a national moment from California to Florida -- and they're worth waiting in line to try."
Residents of the nation's capital -- and its many suburbs -- have been the beneficiaries of this bagel renaissance as shops planted their flags here, offering their own idiosyncratic interpretations of the Jewish staple, which traces its history back to the 13th century in Eastern Europe. Shops such as Pearl's Bagels, Bullfrog Bagels, Bagel Joy, Chewish Deli, Call Your Mother and many others have given the District a sincere diversity of options, enough to merit not one, but two bagel showdowns within the corridors of The Washington Post.
But if we're being honest here, "renaissance" is not exactly the right word for this uptick in bagel intelligence. The D.C. area has its mainstays, places such as Bethesda Bagels and Georgetown Bagelry, and it has Call Your Mother, the "Jew-ish Deli" that has expanded its footprint to Denver. But Washington has never had a bagel shop with any cultural or celebrity cachet to speak of. None of D.C.'s shops -- at least as far as I know -- have been featured in "Seinfeld," "Sex in the City," "Entourage," "The Office," "You've Got Mail" or any other recognizable film or TV show. When Hollywood wants to signal its insider knowledge of Washington's culinary scene, it makes a beeline for Ben's Chili Bowl, end of story.
With the official opening of H&H Bagels on Thursday in Mount Vernon Triangle, Washington will receive an instant injection of  cachet from a company with a celebrated history -- including all the aforementioned cameos on TV and film -- as well as a checkered past. Founded in 1972 by Helmer Toro and his brother-in-law, Hector Hernandez, H&H was an Upper West Side institution for decades before it ran into legal and financial troubles. But in recent years, the company, under the direction of chief executive Jay Rushin, has been in expansion mode with a rollout of new franchises. Washington's shop is the latest, with another scheduled to open later this month in Jacksonville, Florida.

The new H&H Bagels storefront in the Mount Vernon Triangle neighborhood of Washington. (Tim Carman/The Washington Post) 


In expanding to cities beyond the Big Apple, Rushin has promised that H&H "will literally be the only authentic New York City bagel in every market we enter," according to an interview with Franchise Times. Rushin can make such a bold claim because of H&H's production chain: According to an Eater story last year, H&H will kettle-boil and parbake its bagels at production facilities in New York before freezing and shipping the rounds to franchise locations, where employees will finish the bagels in ovens on premise. If water really is the secret to New York bagels -- an opinion that's been debunked -- Washingtonians can now make up their own minds.
H&H had a soft opening before its official launch on Thursday, which allowed a group of Washington Post writers and editors -- a few with deeply held convictions on a proper bagel -- to purchase and sample the offerings from the District's latest bagelry. As with the earlier tastings, we focused on two bagels -- plain and everything -- to see how they compared with the offerings from Pearl's Bagels, one of the previous winners of a blind Post taste test. This was not a scientific tasting. The participants knew which bagels they were sampling. We did not ask them to rate the rounds on any particular scale. We just wanted knee-jerk reactions. Opinions were all over the place.

Plain bagels from H&H Bagels, left, and Pearl's Bagels. (Matt Brooks/The Washington Post) 


The majority of the tasters found the plain and everything bagels from H&H generally unappealing. Several said the plain bagel was pale, under-baked, sweet or -- the cruelest cut of all -- flavorless. The plain round, noted recipes editor Becky Krystal, "came across sugary and doughy." She said it "looked like the freakishly smooth bagel emoji. It was close textured and lacked any blistering on the outside, which to me indicates it was not baked at a high enough temp."
The everything bagel from H&H didn't fare much better. Most tasters found it lacking any discernible salt, which essentially muzzled the other seasonings, rendering them voiceless. Deputy food editor Matt Brooks noted that the "uneven and inconsistent distribution of everything spice was bizarre." Two of the H&H everything bagels literally had bald spots.

Everything bagels from H&H Bagels, left, and Pearl's Bagels. (Matt Brooks/The Washington Post) 


Most tasters preferred the plain and everything bagels from Pearl's.
"I never understood their higher-than-deserved ranking in NYC, and I don't understand it still," Olga Massov, assistant recipes editor, wrote about H&H bagels. "They have always produced a B-bagel. It's fine, there's nothing terribly wrong with it, but given how high a bar NYC has with bagels, it's not worth the caloric expenditure."
Massov speaks from a place of authority: She lived in New York City for 18 years.
But another New York transplant begs to differ. Victoria Caruso, editorial aide for Food, said the H&H bagels remind her, at least a little, of the ones she grew up with on Long Island, where she would frequent shops such as the Long Island Bagel Cafe and the Bagel Boss. "The bagels that I've had in Long Island have been on the puffier side and have a hint of sweetness to them. H&H has a flavor that's similar to what I want, but it's missing the shiny, crispy exterior," Caruso noted.
Caruso, like another Post taster, preferred the H&H bagels over Pearl's. Basically, wrote nonfiction book critic Becca Rothfeld, H&H bagels are "sweet in the way New York bagels are and bagels should be."
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7 Father's Day dessert recipes to satisfy dad's sweet tooth
Celebrate dad by whipping up one of these sweet recipes.
By Aaron Hutcherson | 2025-06-12
Father's Day is around the corner, and many of us on the Post Food team have dads with a big sweet tooth. Perhaps the same is true for the father figure in your life? If so, I have gathered delicious dessert recipes that cooks of various skill levels can prepare to mark the holiday.
Not seeing something your dad will love? Search our database filled with more than 10,000 recipes for the perfect sweet treat for him.
My dad has a strong affinity for peanuts and nuts of all types -- they are one of my go-to gifts when I can't think of anything else -- and I am sure he would love these mildly chewy peanut butter cookies, too. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


For the citrus lovers out there, this classic, simple dessert is certain to please. Just be sure to hide it in the fridge while it cools if you want it to be a surprise. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


"An irrepressible sweet tooth is among the many traits I've inherited from my dad (and my mom)," recipes editor Becky Krystal wrote. "Black Forest cake is one of his favorites, in part, no doubt, because it was what my parents had at their wedding." It features chocolate cake, whipped cream frosting, cherries and kirsch, a cherry brandy. (For the non-bakers out there, give this Black Forest Icebox Cake a try.) Get the recipe.

From left: Strawberry Ice Cream and Lime, Vanilla Ice Cream and Cola, and Orange Cream Ice Cream and Orange Soda. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Even the least skilled in the kitchen among us, kids and adults alike, can scoop ice cream (or another frozen treat) into a glass and top it with soda. Vanilla and cola are a classic pairing, but you can let your imagination -- and taste buds -- run wild. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This New York-style cheesecake is creamy, fluffy and stress-free. This dessert is best made a day in advance, so don't save it to the last minute. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


If your father is a whiskey lover, then he will fall for these giant rye molasses cookies. They are chewy, moist and full of earthy flavor thanks to the rye flour. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Coconut is one of my dad's favorite cake flavors -- and one of mine, too. This one triples down on the fruit by using coconut oil, milk and shredded flesh. Get the recipe.
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Lamb chops with lemongrass and cumin are a feast for the senses
The marinade for these lamb chops channels Japanese wafu cooking and turns into a light glaze as they sear in a ripping-hot skillet.
By Daniela Galarza | 2025-06-12

(Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
"During the summers in Kamakura, the part of Japan where I grew up in, my grandmother would bring out a round cast-iron griddle to cook Genghis Khan Mongolian barbecue and invite the neighbors," Sonoko Sakai writes in her cookbook "Wafu Cooking," a collection of recipes from around the world adapted to use Japanese ingredients or techniques. It's a style of cooking known as wafu.
The barbecue Sakai describes, called jingisukan in Japan, features lamb or mutton marinated in a variety of aromatics and spices, mainly ginger and cumin. Sakai's grilled lamb chop recipe, a nod to her grandmother's cookouts and the sensational smokiness of jingisukan, is infused with ginger, garlic, cumin and the grassy, citrus-like flavor of lemongrass.
Get the recipe: Lamb Chops With Lemongrass and Cumin
Like Taiwanese-style Mongolian barbecue, jingisukan is not based on a recipe from Mongolia; it's a signature dish of Japan's northernmost main island, Hokkaido. The dish owes its existence and popularity to lore, history and regional pride: "During the party someone would retell the legend of Kublai Khan's attempts to conquer the Japanese archipelago in the twelfth century with 4,400 ships and 140,000 soldiers, which were thwarted when typhoons known as kamikaze ('divine wind') destroyed their fleet," she wrote.
In his 2024 "Japan: Hokkaido" guide, travel writer Tom Fay calls jingisukan "probably Hokkaido's most famous specialty." The cast-iron griddle is traditionally dome-shaped, "to resemble the helmet of Genghis Khan," Fay writes, explaining that, as the lamb cooks on top, its fat and juices run down to the bottom rim, where vegetables are added to cook and pick up some of that smoky, gingery flavor. This recipe, for Lamb Chops With Lemongrass and Cumin, puts that element in play: After cooking the meat, you'll use the same skillet, greased with rich lamb fat, to cook chopped zucchini -- or any vegetable you'd like.
Fay ends his jingisukan missive with a warning I found amusing: "Beware, some establishments can be a little smoky and can leave your clothes smelling quite flavoursome." I'm tempted to print that and post it in the entryway to my apartment, because if I'm making a recipe like these lamb chops, things are going to get smoky.
Turns out, that was an element of Sakai's grandmother's feasts, too. "The smoke from the griddle hurt my eyes, but I wanted to stay close to the action," she wrote.
When I called Sakai recently, she elaborated on the setup, which sounds similar to the one at establishments that specialize in the dish: "My grandmother would place this huge round cast-iron griddle over charcoal and wood, with meat and vegetables on top, and we would just surround it and eat," she told me.
"Jingisukan is more than just a meal," Hermann Candahashi writes in "The Evolution of Japanese Cuisine," "it's a social event. Typically, friends and family sit around the grill, everyone takes what they want, and the shared meal can last for hours."

Prepping lemongrass for mincing. (Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


Sakai wanted to capture those flavors and that feeling, but in a way that better fit her life in California today. She has always loved lamb, a meat she says is not very popular in Japan because of its strong flavor. But she has long preferred quick-cooking chops to a large cut. So, for her wafu take on jingisukan, she calls for rib chops. (Loin chops will also work here.) Her marinade is based on a teriyaki sauce, sweet and salty, with garlic, ginger, green chile and cumin. She also adds lemongrass, just because she always has some growing in her garden.
I love how the lemongrass plays off the earthy, musky cumin. Though there's a relatively small amount of cumin here, you can taste it next to the ginger and garlic. The sweetness of mirin and depth of soy sauce are evened out by a finishing squeeze of lime juice.
"That's the thing about wafu cooking," Sakai said. "It means Japanese style, but it also means harmony." Smoky but bright, rich yet tempered, these lamb chops are wafu, through and through.
Get the recipe: Lamb Chops With Lemongrass and Cumin
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Ask Sahaj: I'm worried my son's girlfriend is isolating him from his loved ones
They are a "welcoming and generous" family. Why is the girlfriend of the letter writer's son so uninterested in bonding with them?
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-06-12

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: We have a 33-year-old son who appears to have a codependent relationship with his White American girlfriend. Since they have moved in together, he has reduced his communication with friends, moved to another state in pursuit of adventures and reduced the quality of his connection with us.
Visits to our home have been designed around her interests only, and he visits us only with her. She shows little or no interest in anything family-oriented except when we take them out for dinner or an event where we pay for the tickets. She has stopped showing interest in our Desi culture. She wouldn't even take her Christmas gift (she left it under the tree). She insists on bringing her cat along and is not willing to rehome the cat when my husband, who is under a cancer treatment, developed life-threatening allergies.
With my son's help, she has retrained as a data analyst and is now well-employed, which we thought was good for their relationship.
We have diplomatically drawn boundaries, but her lack of interest in being part of our family and behaving like a difficult guest (without saying anything as my son speaks for her) is concerning. This last visit, she left without saying goodbye, and we found that quite ungracious. She also left the room and bathroom a mess with her cat's litter; it smelled awful. We offered to pay to board the cat during their visit, but my son said the cat could get depressed.
We are a welcoming and generous -- to a fault maybe -- Desi family who enjoy our children hanging out with us. We are concerned about the social and physical isolation our son's life has become. He is unable to speak up for himself or address the issues.
-- Welcoming to a Fault
Welcoming to a Fault: You have to separate your son's choices from his girlfriend's influence. He chose to move, to help her retrain and to go on adventures with her. He may not be "unable" to speak up (especially since you say he speaks for his girlfriend); he may just be prioritizing his relationship. That can be painful for you as a parent, especially in a family where interdependence and close-knit ties are the norm. But adulthood sometimes looks like distance -- not because love has disappeared, but because the terms of the relationship have changed.
Tell your son, directly and privately, you are worried about losing him without making the conversation about his girlfriend being the problem. Instead, focus on him and point out specific behaviors you have observed rather than your feelings to help him feel less defensive. This means naming his distancing with something like, "We love you and miss how things used to be. We know things change, but we feel disconnected from you." If you're concerned he's uprooting from values you've taught him, you may even ask him: "Do you feel like connecting to your Desi culture -- through food or tradition -- is still important to you?" This can help you understand why he may not be holding on to these values, and it could clue you into why his girlfriend is uninterested in your culture. She may just be following your son's lead.
If your son does feel torn or dominated, he may not even realize how codependent the relationship has become. But pressuring him will likely push him further away so instead use open-ended questions: "Are you okay? Are you happy? Have you been able to see or talk to [best friend's name] recently? Do you feel you're able to talk about your needs in your relationship?" If you gently hold up a mirror, he may be able to see what he's accepted as "normal."
Checking in on your son gently will be key, because your emotions about feeling disconnected could be leading you to believe he's being isolated. You describe your son's life choices with more judgment than perhaps you realize -- and that judgment might be part of what's straining the connection. Shift the lens from your son's girlfriend to considering your role in the dynamic that exists -- the only part you can control and change. Ask yourself: What is it she and your son may be reacting to? What have you modeled, and how have you welcomed her -- truly, not just logistically?
Consider how you can build a bridge with his girlfriend. This may sound like, "We want to continue to build a relationship with [girlfriend's name] but don't feel like our attempts have been working. Do you have any advice on what we can do or why this is so?" Regardless of how you approach this conversation, try to be mindful of offering love and curiosity, not criticism or blame.
You may be a generous and welcoming Desi family, but generosity is more than providing dinners, tickets and hospitality. It's also emotional openness and curiosity about someone else's world. Even if your expectations are well-meaning, they may feel conditional or uncomfortable to someone else. You want to separate what is actually harmful and worrisome about this situation from what is simply different and unexpected.
Still, being more emotionally open to your son's relationship doesn't mean you can't set some boundaries. I know firsthand that boundary setting may feel countercultural in Desi culture, but you have reached your limit with how you, your husband and your home are being treated. It's okay to tell your son and his girlfriend, "We'd love to see you both again, but we can't host the cat here anymore. It's a serious health risk. We hope you understand." Clear boundaries don't mean you are rejecting them -- especially where health is involved.
You're grieving a relationship that is changing, and that's okay. While you can't control your son's choices, you can keep your doors open and continue to show your love and support.
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1953 wedding photo discovered in library book: 'Lost & found love story'
"As soon as I looked at the picture, I recognized my grandma and grandpa," said Sarah Ruggirello, 36. "I was completely stunned."
By Sydney Page | 2025-06-12

Frank and Josephine Ruggirello on their wedding day, Sept. 26, 1953, with Frank Ruggirello's aunt and uncle. The photo was found in a donated book at Sterling Heights Public Library. (Sterling Heights Public Library)


On her first day volunteering at a public library in Sterling Heights, Michigan, Helen Poniatowski was flipping through a donated book when something unusual caught her eye: a timeworn wedding photo tucked between the pages.
"I thought, 'Oh, what a shame. Here's this nice wedding photograph and we don't know anything about it,'" said Poniatowski, 87, who, along with other volunteers, checks donated books for copyright details and forgotten items.
"People leave things in them," she explained.
She was so taken by the photo -- showing a bride and groom, as well as two wedding guests -- that she couldn't recall which book it had come from. On the back of the photo, she saw the handwritten names "Frank & Josephine Ruggirello."

The handwritten names on the back of the photo. (Sterling Heights Public Library)


In the hope of returning the photo to a family member, Poniatowski passed it along to her colleague, who brought it to the Sterling Heights Public Library's administration office. Staff got straight to work tracking down the Ruggirello family.
"Wedding photographs are so meaningful, and we just thought it was worth a try to reunite it with its rightful owner," said Anneliese White, public relations and programs coordinator at the library.
White shared the photo on the library's Facebook page.
"We found this beautiful wedding photo tucked inside a book donated to our Used, But Sterling Bookstore this past Saturday," the library posted on Facebook on June 3. "Now, we're on a mission to reunite it with its rightful family."
"Do you recognize the happy couple or know who this memory might belong to?" the post continued. "Help us give this story the happy ending it deserves."
The used-book store raises $40,000 to $50,000 each year to support library programming and other items, including a mobile library.

Sarah Ruggirello with her paternal grandparents. (Courtesy of Sarah Ruggirello)


Within a few hours of the library's post, Sarah Ruggirello -- the granddaughter of the bride and groom -- was tagged in the Facebook post by a childhood friend who noticed their shared last name.
"As soon as I looked at the picture, I recognized my grandma and grandpa," said Ruggirello, 36. "I was completely stunned."

Frank and Josephine Ruggirello on their wedding day, Sept. 26, 1953. (Family photo)


Her grandparents -- Frank and Josephine Ruggirello -- were both first-generation Sicilian Americans. They got married in Detroit on Sept. 26, 1953. Over their 67-year marriage, they had five children, nine grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. Frank died in 2020, Josephine in 2023.
"They were so proud of their Sicilian heritage and family traditions," Ruggirello said. "They were such a huge presence in my life, and they valued family and togetherness above all."

Frank and Josephine Ruggirello, center, with their children and grandchildren. (Family photo)


Ruggirello said her family has felt a void since losing its matriarch and patriarch.
"We miss them so much, and it was just so cool and out of the blue to have this reminder of them," said Ruggirello, who lives in Macomb County, Michigan. "It felt like it was them checking in and saying, 'Hi, everybody!' "
The other couple in the photo is Ruggirello's great-great aunt and uncle, both of whom died before Ruggirello was born. Coincidentally, the couple's granddaughter also saw the Facebook post and reached out. She told Ruggirello the book was donated by her father, who has a habit of using photos as bookmarks.
"My dad has such a big family, and I've met a lot over the years but there's a ton of distant cousins and relatives, and we've all been connecting through this reminder of my grandparents," Ruggirello said.
Ruggirello went to the library on June 4 to retrieve the photo, and WXYZ Channel 7 was there to capture it. The library updated its post and wrote: "Lost & found love story"
"It was a very meaningful moment because she said her and her family had never seen this photo," White said. "I had tears in my eyes."

Frank and Josephine Ruggirello on their honeymoon in Niagara Falls, New York. (Family photo)


It was emotional for Ruggirello, too.
"It was such an unexpected reminder of them," she said.
On Sundays, Ruggirello's grandparents would host dinner for the extended family, and Josephine would make her famous pasta with meatballs, as well as chocolate chip cookies. On each of their grandchildren's birthdays, Josephine and Frank would call and sing them the happy birthday song. And every Valentine's Day, Josephine would give each grandchild a care package filled with her sugar cookies, which she called "love ya" cookies.

Josephine Ruggirello with her grandchildren. From left, Meagan Ruggirello, Julia Ruggirello, Anne Ruggirello, Allison Ruggirello, Frank Kozlowski, Sarah Ruggirello, Jerry Kozlowski, Jennifer Ruggirello and Abbi Kozlowski. (Family photo)


"Even when my cousins and I were at college, she would spend all this money to ship them to us," Ruggirello said.

The Ruggirellos with their grandchildren at a holiday event. (Family photo)


Her grandfather was a truck driver, Ruggirello said, and he worked hard to set an example for his children and grandchildren.
"They really valued education, and they both came from very humble beginnings and were not able to go to college themselves," Ruggirello said. "They were so proud of the fact that all five children graduated from Michigan State University."

The five Ruggirello children. Top, Peter Ruggirello. From left, Frank Ruggirello Jr., Lucia Ruggirello, Joanna Kozlowski and Gaspare Ruggirello. (Family photo)


When Frank was still alive, the family would attend a Michigan State football game together every year.
"My grandfather was a huge sports fan," Ruggirello said.
Beyond the fond memories, Ruggirello said the resurfaced photo has also reminded her of the goodness in people.

Sarah Ruggirello with her grandparents. (Family photo)


"It would have been so easy to throw it in the trash and go on with their day," she said. "The fact that they took the time to post it and look for us, that meant so much."
Ruggirello plans to frame the photo in her home.
"They were the sweetest," she said of her grandparents. "They would've gotten a huge kick out of this entire thing."
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The ancient practice of babywearing has gone high-end
A $400 baby carrier is wearable art, an act of self-care, or just the latest aspect of motherhood that's been commodified, depending on whom you ask.
By Alissa Merksamer | 2025-06-12

(Washington Post illustration; Sakura Bloom; Hope & Plum; Artipoppe)


"I am selling my Artipoppe baby carrier for $300. Best carrier I have had to date and kept in very good shape. If interested, message me!"
Someone posted this in my San Francisco Bay Area moms group. That price for a baby carrier? A used baby carrier? By contrast, the best-selling Momcozy retails for less than $70. But Artipoppe, a luxury babywearing brand celebrated by celebrities like Hilary Duff, Mandy Moore and Lea Michele, does not deal in bargains. Its median price for a buckle carrier is $470.
While the practice of babywearing is ancient -- a way to keep your baby close while on the move -- the obsession with haute carriers is a contemporary phenomenon. It reflects the growth of the premium baby industry (think $200 bottle systems or $500 pack 'n' plays), which is projected to grow 6 percent per year from 2024 to 2030 by one estimate. But for devotees of high-end carriers who have the cash, it's not just about the status -- a chic carrier can make them feel put together when they're spattered in spit up.
Katie Ball of Des Moines, Washington, describes her first child as a "cling wrap baby" who needed to be held all the time. "We survived with carriers," she said. When she had a second and began watching her sister's toddler, too, she relied on them even more. "We couldn't leave the house without them." Over time, she amassed a collection of brands and styles (including slings, wraps and meh dais), most of which she bought secondhand. Some of her favorites for comfort, looks and ease of cleaning come from Minnesota-based hope&plum, where the Lark buckle carrier averages for $225.
The material benefits of a high-end carrier are limited. "Most people are not going to find more comfort in a luxury carrier," said Cassidy Eisenfeld, a certified babywearing educator and owner of the website Let's Talk Babywearing. She typically endorses midrange options around $150, some of which are available at retailers like Target. These have ergonomic designs to support healthy hip development (provided the wearer uses them properly) and safety certifications.
Why would someone buy an expensive option if cheaper varieties are equally comfortable? "[Because] they're not beautiful," said Christine Adams of Cordova, Alaska, who gifted herself a $700 cashmere one from Artipoppe. "For me, buying something nice and beautiful was like, 'I'm going to treat myself to this thing that's kind of fancy to slow down and really appreciate the small moments of babywearing because they are so fleeting,'" she said.
Unlike cribs, car seats and most baby gear, a carrier is not just for the baby. "The carrier is for the person who is doing the carrying," said Joanna McNeilly, founder of the Center for Babywearing Studies, a babywearing certification program. "Because of that," McNeilly added, "it has to be one that the caregiver enjoys -- looking at, feeling, touching, using."
Costly carriers often come in materials equal to their price tags. A Lark made of organic cotton from hope&plum feels like a cozy quilt; the $285 Armadillo from Bumpsuit is made from boucle. Often the fabrics carry additional ethical cache: The Nuna Cudl Luxe, which sells for $400 at Nordstrom and Pottery Barn, is made from cashmere sourced in accordance with the Good Cashmere Standard and the Cashmere and Camel Hair Manufacturers Institute, and is OEKO-TEX 100 certified, meaning it's free of more than 1,000 harmful substances. Both hope&plum and Sakura Bloom are women-owned American companies that craft their wares locally.
And then there's the aesthetics: endless prints (woodland animals or jungle cats), colors (shocking pink pr pale peony), and embellishments (gold buttons or fringe) that transform babywearing into a runway show. Allison Zhang of Moraga, California, needed to wear her baby to her sister's wedding, and she didn't want something bulky and utilitarian that would make her look as if she were going on a hike. She chose a sleek Scout by San Diego company Sakura Bloom (prices range from $288 to $480), made of butterscotch-colored linen with cream eyelet lace, leather shoulder straps and gold rings in lieu of plastic buckles.
For Miriam Ezagui, a labor and delivery nurse, mother of five and babywearing enthusiast, handwoven wraps are more than fashion statements. "I call them 'wearable art,'" she said. Wraps are long pieces of cloth the wearer ties around her body to secure the baby. Usually a kaleidoscope of hues, machine-woven ones can cost a few hundred dollars, while handwovens run into the thousands depending on material and level of detail. Ezagui once spent $4,000 on a handwoven wrap in a silent auction. "When you're out and about, it definitely makes a statement," she said.
And just as one would commission a painting, Ezagui has commissioned wraps by sending an inspiration picture to a weaver. "Depending on the weaver, it can be hard to get a [time] slot," she said. Baby Tula, which Ergobaby acquired in 2016, has made such wraps more accessible with its Signature collection ($299-$799). These are handwoven wraps made by artisans from around the world converted into soft structured carriers. No tying needed.
The popularity of posh carriers has grown in tandem with the rise of social media. There's plenty of useful information out there: Eisenfeld has reviewed over 200 carriers for her 180,000 Instagram followers; Ezagui, who has over 2 million Tik Tok followers, often demonstrates how she wraps her children in various configurations. But there's also the sea of ads and influencer posts selling products and a particular vision of motherhood that isn't necessary for raising a baby. A mom doesn't need an $8,200 wrap made of Peruvian vicuna wool any more than she needs a pair of Christian Louboutin baby shoes.
Maybe it's inevitable that all aspects of motherhood will become commodified, but there's still a current of community, connection and shared information that runs through the babywearing world. Some cities have babywearing libraries that loan out carriers as if they were books. The San Francisco Bay Area Babywearing group runs one and also hosts monthly meetups where members can try on different styles. Companies like Baby Tula and hope&plum offer free virtual fit consultations to ensure safe, comfortable wear.
And Facebook groups devoted to various brands have become active spots for swapping cleaning tips, buying and selling, getting info on positioning and making actual friends (in addition to cooing over new patterns and designs, of course). When Adrianna Owens posted in a hope&plum group, she discovered several people lived near her in Sacramento. The women created a private chat and have since met for playdates.
The carriers themselves might be transient objects, but they carry enduring value for some. "There are some that I'm more emotionally attached to," Ezagui said of her 100-plus wrap collection. "And when I'm not wearing my children anymore in wraps, I probably will sell off some of them, and others I plan to keep and give to my children one day."
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Miss Manners: Minister must learn to juggle conversations
Ministry leader has a hard time juggling conversations with the congregation after the church service.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-06-12
Dear Miss Manners: I am a ministry leader at my church and am well-known within the congregation. After the church service, many people like to stay in the lobby for a few minutes to chat.
I find myself often in an embarrassing situation that I don't know how to handle: Suppose I've been chatting with someone, let's call them Person A, for just a minute. Then I feel someone, Person B, touch my shoulder or arm to get my attention. I turn to see that it's another friendly person who wishes to chat.
Now, my body is still facing Person A, with whom I wish to continue talking, but my head is turned to chat with Person B, who has interrupted our conversation.
I find this situation terribly awkward and disrespectful to Person A. Sometimes, when I finally manage to end the interaction with Person B, Person A has already left. I feel awful when this happens, and it occurs far too often.
I don't understand how Person B can feel it's acceptable to interrupt an ongoing conversation, but at the same time, I don't know how to ignore someone who is physically trying to get my attention. Can you please advise me on how to handle this situation?
Ah yes, the ministry two-step. Listen raptly until Person A reaches the end of a sentence. Say, "Excuse me just one second." Turn to Person B. Say, "I was just talking to Person A, won't you join us?" Turn back to Person A, opening up the circle to include Person B. Say (to Person A), "You were saying ..."
And do this all so quickly that neither Person A nor Person B has a chance to take over. Fortunately, as a ministry leader, you are used to commanding attention.
Dear Miss Manners: I was "the other one" in my relationship with the person I loved. Even aside from the marital infidelity, the relationship would have been considered scandalous by my lover's family because I am the wrong race, gender, social class, age, whatever (pick one).
My loved one died, leaving me grieving in isolation. I posted condolences, attended the funeral quietly and sometimes visit the grave alone. I need to do so as part of the grieving process; I am near recovery now, and distancing myself from the death.
Even so, the relatives have begun making pointed inquiries about me. I have ignored the questions so far, primarily because doing otherwise would be a betrayal of my loved one's wishes and reputation. My obvious sin aside, am I now doing the proper thing?
That will depend on your guess as to the motivation behind the inquiries, as well as how much time has passed. Miss Manners would only expect you to welcome overtures from well-meaning family members for whom any thoughts of scandal or sin were buried with the deceased.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: After visits to their mom's, stepkids unleash on their stepmom
Letter writer suspects her stepkids don't like her, and she wants to take a step back from their care.
By Carolyn Hax | 2025-06-12

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My stepkids don't like me. I suspect it's due to alienation from their mother. My husband has full custody, and they see their high-conflict mother every other weekend. Every time they come back, they are different -- hostile and nasty to me, despite my caring for them and providing for their needs.
I'm thinking of pulling back and letting their father lead. As of right now, I do a lot of the house managing, cooking and making sure chores get done. My husband is resentful and thinks it'll reinforce their negative opinions about me. How do I do this delicately?
-- Loving, Caring Stepmom
Loving, Caring Stepmom: I think you're jumping to the most negative conclusion (they "don't like me") when the same facts also support a different one.
That they dump on you after they've been to their mom's suggests their hostility is about her, not you.
Maybe they're coming home full of nasty things she said about you -- the obvious interpretation.
Or, they are stressed in her home, and they come home wrecked. And the home you made with their dad feels safe, so that's where they let out the ugly stuff.
If this is true, then of course that would feel awful for you -- like punishment for your good deeds. (That should be parenting's tagline.)
Nor is it good that they do this. I'm not excusing it.
Soon, as adults, they will bear full responsibility for behaving civilly and doing their emotional work.
But kids are still emotional works in progress and can't be expected to do graceful things -- yet -- with some seriously complex feelings. Especially with so many adults so publicly making a mess of it. They may, for example, feel intense guilt for preferring their stepmother's care to their mother's.
I'm not saying this is true -- it's a for-instance. I'm just suggesting they may trust you and count on you in ways you don't understand, or have reasons they come home angry that you aren't privy to.
What I propose is a visualization that can help all of you regardless of who resents whom and why: Imagine you're a giant rock on a shoreline. The stepkids are the sea. You are there, doing what you do, being who you are, no matter how the waters roil and crash around you. "That hurts," you might say, but no punishing back.
It's the long game, and it is powerful.
As for your husband -- he is resentful, why? If it's about your washing your hands of everyone and letting him deal with it, then, okay. I imagine you both entered marriage and full custody as a team commitment.
If he resents that you expect him to get more involved than he feels like being, though, then I'll start to suspect a more problematic backstory than just a problematic ex and their problematically acting-out kids.
A reader's thought:
* When I brought my now-spouse into my kids' lives after divorce, I spoke to each kid separately and said, "You don't have to like X, but you do have to treat them with the same respect everyone is due." My kids were free to reject every overture to do something with X, but only with "No, thank you." And when they crossed the line, I made them apologize. Also, it was my job to do this, not X's, and I thanked X repeatedly for their patience. Each kid softened in their own time. I felt I had to honor how little agency my kids had in the shifting family dynamics but also teach them there are right and wrong ways to treat people.
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Asking Eric: Hoarder's friend wants to help but doesn't want to shame
How can the letter writer help a friend who is a hoarder without making her shame worse? 
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-06-12
Dear Eric: I have a friend of several decades and recently learned she is a hoarder. We always met outside our homes for coffee or lunch. I just assumed it was more convenient.
A few months ago, she texted to tell me she's been embarrassed for me to find out her "secret." She also asked me for help. I was thrilled and offered to help, but she refused to make a commitment.
Later I found out her therapist insisted she reach out to a friend for help. She also confessed she had no intention of letting me near her house. Her mother and daughter are quick to express their disgust at her "problem," making her shame worse.
I feel nothing but compassion for my friend. I'd leave the problem alone except my friend does a fair amount of animal rescue, particularly cats and kittens. She said one of the rooms in her house is covered with uncleaned feces and mice droppings. I'm worried about her health. Pushing my friend will only make her withdraw. I can't call authorities as we live in a small town, and she is a well-respected educator. Do you have any suggestions?
-- Hoarder's Friend
Friend: There are avenues for help but, as with any other compulsive behavior, she has to be willing to take a step toward them. You might give her the book "Buried in Treasure, Help for Compulsive Acquiring, Saving and Hoarding" by David F. Tolin, Randy O. Frost and Gail Steketee, and even ask if she'd be willing to do a "book club" with you about it. Perhaps reading a chapter a month or a week. You might also suggest she give herself the homework of discussing the chapter with her therapist.
Additionally, it may be time to reach out to someone else who has more extensive training. I know you don't want to expose her to public scrutiny or embarrassment, but the threat to her health and the health of her pets may necessitate bringing in some authorities. Shame can be managed, the loss of life can't and many people who hoard live in places that pose extreme risk for fire and can trap themselves or firefighters inside.
Your local or state health department will have resources for people who hoard. Many have so-called "hoarding task forces" with connections to police, fire and mental health support. Often, they're trained in sensitivity and discretion. I encourage you to reach out.
Dear Eric: I have two casual friends who long ago moved to different parts of the country, but who have sent me messages every couple of months for many years. These are not friends I would ever visit or even call on the phone, and they seem to feel the same.
They have written that they "want to keep in touch," yet their messages contain nothing more than a greeting followed by a perfunctory response, like "been busy," when I ask what they've been up to.
I used to offer details about work, my hobbies, my spouse and where I've traveled on vacations, without acknowledgment or reciprocation on their part. Frankly, I don't see this as keeping in touch at all. Would it be rude, after all these years, to stop writing them back?
-- Why Bother
Why Bother: Some people, especially in the age of a quick text message or email, are satisfied with a simple greeting. Others, like yourself (and me, frankly), want a little more substance in the correspondence.
The sentiment is lovely, true, but if it's feeling more empty than fulfilling for you, it's fine to pivot.
You have a few options. You can reply with equally perfunctory well-wishes, thereby managing your expectations of the friendship and avoiding resentment. You can, as you suggested, let it peter out by not replying. Or you can address it directly -- "I'd love to hear more about what's going on with you. Care to give me an update?"
In answer to your question, I don't think it's especially rude to let the sporadic texts go unanswered, but it does leave a loose social thread. Better, sometimes, to say what's on your mind.
Dear Eric: I have some advice for the person who took her mother-in-law on a girls trip and her mother-in-law complained the whole time ("Trip Gone Wrong").
My own MIL was very passive-aggressive in a similar way. I spent 35 years trying to please her and it never worked. Finally, in year 36, I decided to stop bending over backward trying to please her.
I finally realized I had to accept the type of person she was, and I created an atmosphere of cordiality that worked for me.
-- New Peace
New Peace: This is so wise. We can't change others, but we can change how we respond to the actions of others.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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How do I stop people from repeating the same stories? Hax readers give advice.
Letter writer isn't sure how to stop someone from plowing ahead with an oft-repeated story without being rude.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-06-11

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I'm finding more and more often that I have friends who endlessly repeat the exact same story with every excruciating detail intact.
I have tried to say, "Yes, I know," I have tried to butt in and finish the sentence exactly as they are going to say it -- because it is the same sentence I have heard already 10 times. But they feel the need to keep retelling their stories -- why? -- through my attempts to stop them. They seem to be about perceived wrongs and contain a lot of how-dare-theys.
What is a surefire (but kind) way to stop them?
-- Endlessly Repeated Stories
Endlessly Repeated Stories: I only know one person like this: my mother-in-law. She is a great woman but seems to have a series of Favorite Tales that she spreads out like cards on a table every time she sees me. It limits how much I see her but not how much I love her.
Can you make a list of the people who Repeat All the Deets versus Are Fun to Talk To, and then put more of your listening time into the latter? Life is too short to be bored! If seeing Deet and Repeats is unavoidable, then suggest the cinema or somewhere with a great vista. Good luck.
-- York Lady
Endlessly Repeated Stories: My friends and I realized we were doing this, so we developed hand signals to stop us midstream. One index finger up: you've told me this story once; index and middle finger: you've told me twice. We end up chuckling -- no feelings hurt.
You could remark that you're afraid you're becoming repetitive and ask friends to let you know when you are doing so with similar hand signals. Then use them when appropriate.
-- Anne C.
Endlessly Repeated Stories: Honestly, I think letting people repeat themselves is part of friendship. From your description, it sounds like these are topics people have strong emotions about, likely situations where they felt wronged or disrespected. The repetitions aren't primarily intended to convey information but to let the speaker work through emotions around it. That often isn't completed in one telling.
We all have to decide how much different relationships mean to us, and if someone isn't worth that to you, spend less time with them.
-- A Friendly Shoulder
Endlessly Repeated Stories: One thing to try would be to turn the conversation toward the root cause of the problem. Something like, "I know this situation is still upsetting you because you keep repeating the story. I wonder what you could do to get some closure. Would it help to tell them how much they upset you?" This response shows concern for your friend and should cut off the story before it progresses further. If they bring it up again, then a similar response can be used to shut it down.
-- Root
Endlessly Repeated Stories: Allowing people to repeat stories without pointing it out is a kindness. Once, I told a story to a friend, and it occurred to me only after I was finished that I'd already told it to her. I asked, "Have I told you this before?" and she replied, "Yes."
I asked her why she didn't say anything, and she said, "Because you were having a good time telling it, and I liked that." I was so touched and never forgot it.
-- Love a Story
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Jalapenos in sauvignon blanc? We tried the trend -- and then some.
The "spicy sauvy B" could be the drink of the summer. But why stop there?
By Emily Heil | 2025-06-11

Spicy sauvignon blanc is making waves on social media. (Photo by Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


It seems that everything is getting hotter these days (see: the planet, and also Jennifer Lopez). Food, too, is amping up the heat.
Screens and grocery shelves are full of ultra-kicked-up chips and blazing wings, and there's hot honey everywhere. Which helps explain the appeal of a certain drink that might have crossed your social media feed, where people are swooning over glasses of sauvignon blanc garnished with slices of frozen jalapeno peppers.
Could this TikTok trend, dubbed "spicy sauvy B," be any good? Or is it another fail of "fluffy Coke" proportions?
I decided to give the low-lift, two-ingredient recipe a try. Now, normally, I'm kind of a wine purist -- meaning I like my wine with ... wine. I've never been a spritzer kind of gal, I don't want orange juice anywhere near my champagne, and I find most sangria vilely sweet. But this peppery concoction felt right in my spirit because ... well, things have been weird lately. On-again-off-again tariffs have me wondering whether I should stockpile olive oil, AI is coming for us all, and various wars are raging. Maybe Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) is right and none of this matters, because, hey, we're all going to die anyway!
It felt like a good time to break out of my routine, to challenge my assumptions. Besides, I like the idea of participating in some good, old-fashioned monoculture. While I wait for this year's crop of summer blockbusters, I'll just be over here with the thirstiest candidate for the official 2025 Drink of the Summer.

(Photo by Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


My first attempt had me regretting this decision to dabble in culinary nihilism. I had gamely sliced up one whole jalapeno (seeds and all, per the videos I scouted), frozen it for 30 minutes or so, then tossed it in my wine glass. My first few sips were intriguing, with the pepper's vegetal flavor amping up the green notes famously found in New Zealand sauvignon blancs, which seemed to be the TikTok-favorite choice. But quickly, the jalapeno's pleasant bite seemed to gather strength to a burn, eventually reaching a call-the-fire-department intensity. My lips went tingly and numb, obliterating any of the wine's subtlety.
Maybe my jalapeno was particularly spicy. But it was probably a question of proportion. In my enthusiasm, I had way overdone it and dumped more than half a large pepper's worth of slices into my glass.
I poured out the unfortunate burn pile of a beverage, waited for the feeling to return to my face, and tried again, this time, with only a couple of slices. This version was refreshing and green-tasting, bringing to mind fresh-cut lawns and farmers market stalls, with just enough punch to perk up the glass. It reminded me of jalapeno-infused margaritas, which I have enjoyed.
A few tips I picked up: I wouldn't use a pricey bottle, which would be akin to sloshing Minute Maid into your Moet (a bridge I still refuse to cross). But an inexpensive grocery store sauvignon blanc is a good bet for this treatment. And I found that freezing your peppers isn't really necessary. It might keep your drink the tiniest bit cooler, but otherwise the step didn't seem to add anything. Some TikTokers claim that freezing them tames the spice, but I didn't notice much of a difference -- and again, you can simply dial back the number of slices to get the heat level to your taste, especially if you drink slowly, meaning the pepper has longer to infuse into the wine.
The experiment gave me an idea that the old me would have scoffed at: Why not garnish my wine like I do cocktails? What other stuff could I put in my sauvy B? Suddenly, my kitchen teemed with possibilities.

(Photo by Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


A strip of lemon zest intensified the wine's citrus notes, making for an appealing warm-weather sip. I tried an olive, because why not? At first it didn't do anything for me -- maybe the skin was too thick to allow any of its flavor to escape into the drink. But then I bashed it with the side of a spoon, and (again, why not?) I poured in a tiny bit of its brine from the jar. The result was a mellow, dirty-martini-adjacent quaff. A couple of raspberries looked festive and brought out the wine's juicy fruit qualities.
But then, as I do sometimes when I find something I like, I took my newly discovered anything-goes attitude too far (ask me why I own 37 striped T-shirts). Reader, it turns out that slices of bread and butter pickles do not belong in your glass of wine. Neither does a half slice of bacon, which adds unwelcome smoke and an oily slick.
Maybe that's exactly what floats your happy-hour boat, in which case I will invoke a version of my favorite live-and-let-live quote from the great Amy Poehler: "Good for you! Not for me." And, who knows, maybe I'll still be on the lookout at my next trip to the farmers market for more wacky wine-dunking ideas.
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Cooking chat: Is it okay to freeze cream cheese?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-06-12

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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After pounds of pasta, here's how I made the cacio e pepe of my dreams
The traditional Roman recipe for cacio e pepe is notoriously tricky to prepare. A little butter makes it much more forgiving.
By Aaron Hutcherson | 2025-06-11

Cacio e Pepe (Spaghetti With Cheese and Black Pepper). (Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


Cacio e pepe, in its traditional form, consists of exactly five ingredients: pasta, pecorino Romano cheese, black pepper, salt and water. With such a short list, you might think it would be a cinch to prepare. But as anyone who has tried to make this iteration of the classic Roman dish will attest, that couldn't be further from the truth.
The difficulty lies in creating a perfect emulsion of cheese and starchy pasta water to form a luscious, silky sauce to coat the spaghetti -- not the clumpy, broken mess that happens when conditions are less than ideal.
How do you achieve cacio e pepe perfection? Turn to science. Or so I thought.
In April, eight researchers from the University of Barcelona, the Max Planck Institute for the Physics of Complex Systems in Germany, the University of Padova in Italy, and the Institute of Science and Technology Austria published a paper that promised to crack the code to the notoriously finicky pasta recipe. In the paper, titled "Phase Behavior of Cacio e Pepe Sauce" and published in Physics of Fluids, they wrote that the keys to success come down to starch and heat.
Get the recipe: Cacio e Pepe (Spaghetti With Cheese and Black Pepper)
"The team first focused on the starch in the pasta water as the key ingredient for a perfect sauce. Typically, fatty substances like cheese cannot mix with water, but a stabilizer like starch helps to bridge that gap," they shared in a news release. "The other key element of a perfect cacio e pepe sauce is heat -- or rather, a lack of it. Too much heat denatures the proteins inside the cheese, causing them to stick together and leading to the dreaded clumps."
To address these issues, the researchers suggest starting with a starch gel (heating water with potato starch or cornstarch) to control the starch levels instead of relying on the ambiguous amount that remains in pasta cooking water. This gel is blended with pecorino Romano and additional water before the pepper is added, then that mixture is gradually heated before being combined with the cooked pasta. Reserved cooking water is then added until the desired consistency is reached.
I love science, so the promise of cacio e pepe perfection sent me right into the kitchen. I was excited to give it the old college try to test whether the researchers' method was worthy of sharing here, but unfortunately, the recipe isn't one I'd recommend for home cooks -- and it even threw this food professional for a loop.
Making the starch gel was fairly straightforward. I combined cornstarch with water and nuked it in the microwave until it thickened and became translucent. Next, I added it to a blender along with the cheese and more water and blended until smooth before adding the black pepper. I scraped the cheese sauce (more like a paste, in my opinion) as best I could into a pan. In a misreading of the instructions (they weren't very clear), I combined the cooked pasta (that you can let cool for up to 1 minute "to prevent the excessive heat from destabilizing the sauce") with the sauce to heat it up together (instead of heating the sauce on its own first, as directed).
The first issue I encountered was trying to gradually heat the sauce on the stovetop. Medium on our office kitchen's induction cooktop proved too high, as clumps quickly formed. Only later did I realize that the researchers used a sous vide machine in their experiment to slowly increase the temperature over 40 minutes. They readily admit this is impractical in a home kitchen.
And then there was the pasta-to-cheese ratio: 300 grams of pasta, 200 grams of cheese. I love cheese as much as the next person, but this was way too much for my tastes. The result was a gloopy, overpowering mess of pasta. Sure, I could have used less cheese and tried a gentler heat, but even still, calling for a starch gel, a blender and precise monitoring of heat over an extended period was too much for a recipe that's meant to be simple and quick.
I decided to pivot.
The researchers cited a YouTube video with Italian chef Luciano Monosilio as the source of the starch gel idea. But before he gets there, Monosilio demonstrates a more practical method: Remove some of the pasta cooking water after just a few minutes, giving it more time to cool down while the spaghetti continues to cook; combine the grated cheese with pepper and some of this cooler pasta cooking water in a new, cold skillet before adding the al dente pasta; and then slowly warm it, adding more of the cooled (but still warm) reserved pasta cooking water as needed. Taking my lesson from the previous trial, I decreased the amount of cheese (21/2 ounces, or 71 grams, for 8 ounces, or 227 grams, of pasta) and decreased the heat used for warming it up (medium-low instead of medium).
I did my best at guessing when to pull some of the pasta water and how much to add at each instance. Based on my own culinary intuition, I was able to achieve success! But then, when I tried to re-create that beautiful bowl of cheese and noodles with exact measurements so I could write down the recipe, it didn't come together as it had just moments before.
My next attempts were even more frustrating. I tried out a few methods I found in cookbooks and online in a quest to do as the Roman traditionalists say and stick with those five ingredients: pasta, its cooking water, Pecorino, pepper and salt. None of them worked.
Over two days, I went through about six iterations, more than three pounds of dried spaghetti and more wedges of cheese than I care to admit.

Blooming peppercorns in butter and olive oil infuses the flavor of the spice throughout the dish, while the extra fat helps create an emulsified sauce. (Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


I was lost in a carb- and cheese-induced haze and needed help. So I reached out to chef Matt Adler of Caruso's Grocery and Cucina Morini, both in Washington, and asked him to be my guide. I told him about the research paper, and in preparation for our meeting, he also tried to prepare cacio e pepe the traditional way.
"My first one was like scrambled eggs," he told me when I visited him at Cucina Morini one late-May afternoon. Of the 10 attempts he made, he was happy with only one of them. "Why can't I get this?" As with me, frustration set in, and he went home to do more research.
"I went into this saying I'm going to make this recipe with no butter. That's how they say every restaurant does it in Rome," Adler said, but he found that fat is the key to cacio e pepe sauce success. "We emulsify sauces using butter all the time."
Adler starts by boiling the pasta in lightly salted water. "Less salt than I would put in normally, but we use a lot of the water." The type of dry pasta also matters. "Bronze cut is such a must for this," he said, noting how the rough exterior helps with creating a smooth sauce to cling to the spaghetti.
Meanwhile, he blooms freshly cracked peppercorns in a combination of olive oil and butter. It's important to coarsely grind your own pepper for the best flavor, Adler said. And while toasting spices in a dry skillet does enhance flavor generally, he prefers heating the pepper in fat to better infuse its flavor throughout the dish. When the pasta is almost done, it joins the bloomed peppercorns in fat to continue cooking with some of the pasta water, then more butter is added to the pan. The pan is moved off the heat, then it's time to add the cheese.
"Sometimes pecorino is a little too barnyard-y, too funky," Adler said, which is why he prefers to combine it in equal parts with Parmigiano-Reggiano, grana padano or any other parmesan-like cheese for a tamer flavor. Avoid pre-grated cheeses and their added starch coating, and instead grate the cheese yourself as finely as possible to aid in the emulsification of the sauce. One might be inclined to reach for a Microplane, but neither Adler nor I had much luck. Instead, opt for the small, starlike spikes on your box grater, which are specifically designed for finely grating hard cheeses. (You're not alone -- I'd never used that side of my box grater either.)
The grated cheese gets added a bit at time. I watched Adler as he repeatedly tossed the pasta in a deep, heavy-bottomed skillet -- noodles and sauce shooting up into the air before folding back onto themselves. Wait to add the next sprinkle of cheese until the first has been incorporated. (For cooks who aren't able to perform such pasta acrobatics, similar results can be achieved by leaving the pan on the stovetop and shaking it back and forth with one hand while vigorously stirring with the other.) "I think agitation here is important," Adler said; it helps release even more starch to better aid in emulsification.
Adler then returned the pan to the flame and added more pasta water to give it a saucier consistency than some other recipes suggest -- and I watched as bubbles appeared, just barely reaching a simmer, but the sauce remained smooth and luscious even at such a high temperature. "If you were to boil it, it would separate at some point," he warned, but the fat allows for some leeway with heat and for you to get everything hot ahead of serving.
The result is a cheesy, saucy, peppery pasta that can stand up to the minute or two it takes to plate, garnished with more cheese and pepper. "Half of those YouTube videos with those Italian guys, it didn't look that great. The sauce didn't look like that," Adler said, referring to the picture-perfect pasta before us, "and that's what I want."
With a delicious demo now in my back pocket and license to break from tradition by adding some fat to the mix, I returned to our office kitchen to give it a go on my own. When it came time to add the cheese to the pan, scars from my previous attempts filled me with anxiety, but my fears slowly slipped away with each addition as I watched the grated crumbles become one with the rest of the ingredients in the skillet. Huzzah! Victory at last.
When I looked back at the research paper news release, I noticed a mention of pasta alla gricia, which is cacio e pepe plus guanciale. "This recipe seems to be easier to perform, and we don't know exactly why," researcher Daniel Maria Busiello said in the press release. Well, I'd bet my life savings that the answer to that is fat: specifically, the rendered fat from the cured pork cheek.
"It's not like we're adding anything crazy," Adler said of his far-less-fussy olive-oil- and butter-laden cacio e pepe. "Those freaking Romans, always talking their smack about not using any butter."
Get the recipe: Cacio e Pepe (Spaghetti With Cheese and Black Pepper)
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Dining chat: A chef responds to a diner's complaint about $155 for fish
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2025-06-11
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Diddy trial live updates: Ex-girlfriend 'Jane' faces cross-examination on freak-offs, fight with Sean Combs
Sean "Diddy" Combs's federal sex-trafficking trial continues on Day 22 with cross-examination of anonymous witness 'Jane' expected to finish Thursday. 
By Anne Branigin, Janay Kingsberry, Samantha Chery, Avi Selk, Carla Spartos, Wesley Parnell, Shane O'Neill | 2025-06-12
Lawyers for Sean "Diddy" Combs in his federal sex-trafficking trial are expected to wrap up their cross-examination of his former girlfriend on Thursday, with questions likely to cover her allegation she suffered multiple injuries during a 2024 fight with Combs that culminated in being ordered to give an escort oral sex.
The witness, who began a relationship with Combs in 2021 and is testifying under the alias Jane, broke down on the stand Wednesday afternoon after reading a text message professing her love for the music producer, who she said didn't like being called her "boyfriend." The defense has tried to portray Jane as a jealous partner who resented Combs's polyamorous lifestyle.
Alongside Casandra "Cassie" Ventura, who testified last month about being coerced to have sex with male escorts when she dated Combs in the 2010s, Jane is a crucial witness for the government's contention that Combs used his money, employees, influence, threats and violence to turn women into sexual puppets. He has pleaded not guilty to charges of sex trafficking, racketeering conspiracy and transportation to engage in prostitution, and could be sentenced to life in prison if convicted on all counts.
The prosecution is expected to call additional witnesses to the stand on Thursday and said it plans to wrap up its case by June 20.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/2025/06/12/diddy-trial-live-updates-sean-combs-witness-testimony/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



What happened the last time the Beach Boys let Brian Wilson run the band
Brian Wilson made "The Beach Boys Love You" emerging from mental illness. It was a major flop, ending his relationship with the band, but a thrilling work of art.
By Geoff Edgers | 2025-06-12

Brian Wilson in April 1977. (Trinity Mirror/Alamy)


Thirty-four seconds into "The Beach Boys Love You," you feel the magic. It's in the churning funhouse organ, and Brian Wilson hollering a distant "Hey!" as if he's trying to get your attention from an upstairs room before confessing a high school crush he hopes will plague him forever. A buoyant bass synth and a cheerful yakety-sax tee up the pleading chorus of perfect harmonies: God, please let us go on this way.
"Good Vibrations" was Brian Wilson's pocket masterpiece. "Pet Sounds" is undeniably the most important Beach Boys album. But 1977's "The Beach Boys Love You" remains my favorite.
It was not Wilson's most majestic work. You won't hear sweeping orchestrations or Spector-esque walls of sound. Some sections seem barely strapped together, by a kind of aural duct tape. And Wilson's once-angelic voice strains an octave lower than it used to soar, after years of chain smoking and who knows what else.
But when I heard Wilson was gone at 82, "Love You" was the first record I reached for in that musical mourning we do. Because it captures the off-kilter creativity, darkness, humor and only-Brian-Wilson-would-come-up-with-this-ness of the group's best work. It also represents a crucial breakthrough for Wilson. The boy genius, who produced 13 Top 10 songs before he turned 25, had spent the previous decade in bed, refusing all visitors (even Paul McCartney!). He had been slammed by singer/cousin Mike Love for abandoning the hit-making formula and pushed out of the driver's seat. "Love You" marks a reclamation of his life and the band he founded.
He wrote, played and produced virtually every note on the album and even contemplated releasing it as a solo record. It's possible the only reason he didn't was because he craved access to those spectacular harmonies. Yes, the Beach Boys were once again under his control.
Which was no small feat. During Brian's bedroom exile, youngest brother Carl Wilson admirably asserted himself through a series of stellar records, most notably 1970's "Sunflower" and 1973's "Holland." Dennis Wilson, the drummer and the handsome one, made a movie with James Taylor and found the voice that would lead to his lone solo record, a gem of an album called "Pacific Ocean Blue."
For the younger Wilsons to cede power -- not to mention Love -- to this grossly overweight, not-properly-medicated shut-in was no small concession. And yet they did, recognizing they were serving a higher authority. They all knew Brian's gift was that special.
Nothing else sounds like "Love You." Many music highbrows call it the first synth-pop record, but that's too reductive. What makes it work are the combination of weirdo arrangements -- a Moog bass, a simple drum hit, a hand clap shifting the time without prior warning -- and regal harmonies. During "Johnny Carson" (yes, a tribute to the late-night TV legend), Wilson pounds 16 flat, rigid chords on the keyboard, before his harmonizing band mates slip back in for a doo-wop coda delivered with the verve of a cheerleading team. (Who's the man that we admire/ Johnny Carson is a real live wire.) "Mona" is four chords and no chorus -- or is it all chorus? "Solar System" is one of the most beautiful ballads I've ever heard, yet the vocal is growled by Wilson, whose embrace of his lower register sparked his desire to write swinging tunes for none other than Frank Sinatra, who of course had no interest.
Wilson treated his fellow vocalists as he did during its 1960s creative peak -- like just another set of instruments at his disposal in the studio. Cool Mike, soulful Carl, gruff Dennis, honey-sweet Al Jardine. On "Love You," Wilson only occasionally takes the mic, and the Beach Boy harmonies give even the quirkiest songs a polish.
"Love You" also features the catchy but mildly creepy "Roller Skating Child" and "I Wanna Pick You Up." (Peter Carlin, in his excellent Wilson bio, describes the target of the latter song as "either a disturbingly sexualized infant or a dismayingly infantilized adult.") Let's cut Wilson some slack here, because, really, was he ever who we went to as a relationship role model? And the songs sound so damn good.
Upon its release in April 1977 with its strange cover (a crochet rug square?), "Love You" was praised by Patti Smith, Robert Christgau and Lester Bangs, among others, but ignored by most. It failed to crack the Top 50.
That marked the end for Wilson as leader of the band.
He would bounce in and out of Beach Boys sessions -- now firmly under the control of his bandmates or hired-gun producers -- until he finally released his solo debut in 1988. And even then, Wilson would be undermined again, in that case by his corrupt shrink, Eugene Landy, a master (or manipulator) of mental health who happened to think he deserved to share songwriting credit with a pop icon.
It wouldn't be until the 1990s when Wilson -- remarried and properly medicated -- finally freed himself to tour with a band of younger musicians, who propped him up instead of pressuring him. And he did what was once nearly impossible to imagine: complete his long-abandoned masterpiece, "Smile."
He won a Grammy, was a Kennedy Center Honors recipient and lived to see "Pet Sounds" discovered by a new generation, listed on virtually every best-of list. But ask Wilson to name his favorite Beach Boys album, there would be no hesitation: "Love You."
"That's when it all happened for me," he told Carlin. "That's where my heart lies. 'Love You,' Jesus, that's the best album we ever made."
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The Hunter S. Thompson musical is somehow both gonzo and square
A show at Signature Theatre about the renegade journalist Hunter S. Thompson strikes a timely chord but doesn't match his originality. 
By Naveen Kumar | 2025-06-12

George Abud, left, and Eric William Morris in the "The Untitled Unauthorized Hunter S. Thompson Musical" at Signature Theatre. (Daniel Rader/Signature Theatre)


I was milling around with some ambivalence at my 25th high school reunion, in Ann Arbor, Michigan, when Hunter S. Thompson delivered a jump scare from beyond the grave. Days before I was scheduled to see a musical about him at Signature Theatre, a glossy paperback of the rebel newsman's pinnacle work "Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas" was discovered inside a time capsule packed by a handful of my classmates. The book sprang at me like a skeleton hand clutching a lit cigarette.
I haven't figured out who put it there, but the typewriter-armed misfit clearly meant something to a restless teenager toiling in mid-'90s suburbia -- and probably dreaming of drug-addled fame and abandon. The vitality of his legacy, 20 years after he died by suicide in 2005, is the animating question of "The Untitled Unauthorized Hunter S. Thompson Musical," which is as unwieldy yet stubbornly straightforward as the title suggests. Do people even know who he is anymore? A Gen Z actor (Giovanny Diaz de Leon) planted in the audience sizes him up and wagers a decent guess: James Taylor?
Having to convince the uninitiated why they should care means starting the show on the back foot, a position it never really recovers from. Thompson is framed as a folk hero with hedonistic tendencies, righteously damning the man and championing people he calls outsiders and freaks. Among the more vaguely rebellious vibes are pointed throughlines that smartly speak to the present, mainly in drawing parallels between Presidents Richard Nixon and Donald Trump. But in wrangling counterculture into musical theater, the show reenacts the fate that befell its subject -- morphing a hip renegade into a goofball cartoon.
Making a case for his notoriety in his beloved first person is Hunter himself (Eric William Morris), clad in the signature green poker visor, red Hawaiian shirt and yellow-tinted shades. (The casually groovy costumes are by Toni-Leslie James.) In a familiar storytelling trope, our protagonist is aware of his limited time on Earth (measured in "tick, tick, tick" refrains from the ensemble) and determined to prove that he burned fast and bright.

Eric William Morris, center left, and Giovanny Diaz De Leon wear Hunter S. Thompson's signature look. (Christopher Mueller/Signature Theatre)


For a narrator who invented the outlandish, freewheeling style known as gonzo journalism, it feels a bit square to start this memoir at birth. But composer Joe Iconis and book writer Gregory S. Moss attempt a cradle-to-grave account of Thompson's life and career in 2 hours and 40 minutes. For Thompson fans and those who've seen filmmaker Alex Gibney's very good documentary "Gonzo" (2008), the plot will yield few surprises: his breakout embedding with the Hell's Angels, turn to covering presidential politics and eventual descent into caricature.
True to Thompson's spirit, that road is riddled with sizable detours -- such as his love of firearms and how he met his exceedingly patient wife (Tatiana Wechsler) -- and traversed with madcap momentum. ("The way you tell a story is confounding," a faux heckler tells him.) The highlights of director Christopher Ashley's production, which premiered in 2023 at La Jolla Playhouse, where he is artistic director, are in the visual flourishes that aim to capture the colorful gusto of Thompson's writing. Handheld horses clomp through his chronicle of the Kentucky Derby, and fuzzy bats with ruby eyes swoop overhead en route to Vegas. (Puppetry design is by Animal Cracker Conspiracy.) On the throw-everything-at-the-wall set (by Wilson Chin), wildly colorful and dynamic lighting (by Amanda Zieve) directs the eye with stunning precision.
For all that, the production's ingenuity feels like elaborate costuming dressing up dogged convention. The book hews closely to an and-then-this-happened checklist of Thompson's career, rollicking tangents notwithstanding. Iconis's pastichy score, a "Hair"-light mix of Broadway pop and melodic rock with touches of gospel, rap and emo, is propulsive and occasionally catchy, but no match for Thompson's originality. Nor Ralph Steadman's -- a song about the British illustrator, whose macabre panache came to epitomize Thompson's style, rings anodyne next to the Steadman drawings plastered on the walls.

Lorinda Lisitza as a Haight-Ashbury resident with wings. (Christopher Mueller/Signature Theatre)


As with his score for "Be More Chill" (which reached Broadway in 2019), Iconis excels at vivid, one-off character songs. George Salazar, a standout of that show, gets a resounding anthem here as Mexican American activist Oscar Acosta, whom Thompson characterized as his Samoan attorney sidekick in "Fear and Loathing," a diminishment the musical attempts to correct. In a pair of breakthrough numbers, Ryan Vona proves exceptionally limber as George McGovern ("Oo, daddy, talk to me about poverty," Thompson coos at his adored candidate) and tenderly affecting as the adult version of the writer's long-neglected son.
Morris meets the challenge of gassing up Thompson as his career rides high and deflates, though registering emotion mostly falls to others while he's busy trying to change the world. Thompson is more apt to show feeling in an ardent ballad about the cause: We need a nation, he sings, of "unemployment insurance/ and contraceptives/ literate children/ and empathetic leaders." Fair enough. But a character needs more than gusto and a bleeding heart to feel human.
Maybe it's no surprise that George Abud walks off with the show as a dry and mordant Nixon, Thompson's right-wing nemesis whose long tentacles still reach into the present. He prods and cajoles, jeers and intimidates, until he bellows the most bluntly inspired hook of the night: "Richard Nixon gonna beat yo hippie a--." Can you tell which party still struggles with messaging?
Distilling an unbridled storyteller into one he didn't write himself is a daunting business: On opening night, Iconis said the show has been in development for some 20 years. But it speaks to the clarity of Thompson's convictions -- and to how quickly and often history has repeated in recent decades -- that the social struggles depicted here could be ripped from the headlines. This way, you can at least tap your feet and share a laugh.
The Untitled Unauthorized Hunter S. Thompson Musical, through July 13 at Signature Theatre in Arlington. 2 hours and 40 minutes with an intermission. sigtheatre.org.
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The 37 best things to do in the D.C. area this weekend and next week
Festivals celebrate blues, jazz, documentaries and the U.S. Army's birthday; Pride events continue; and Shakespeare plays are performed under the stars.
By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Lucas Trevor, Chris Kelly, Chris Richards | 2025-06-12
The action-packed closing weekend of WorldPride is behind us, but things aren't slowing down, with more Pride events including storytelling, family events and drag shows at breweries this weekend. But there's much more, too: Outdoor music festivals dedicated to jazz in Alexandria and blues in Silver Spring vie with more modern sounds at the Warped Tour. DC/DOX brings documentary films to local theaters. Shakespeare's plays are performed under the stars. A festival marking the 250th birthday of the U.S. Army arrives on the Mall, while Mount Vernon celebrates George Washington's appointment as commander in chief, and the Udvar-Hazy Center's Family Day is focused on World War II. You can listen to opera outdoors at the Lincoln Memorial, get up close to more than 400 vintage cars or toast the fourth anniversary of a spicy D.C. distiller.
While Juneteenth is officially celebrated June 19, festivals get underway this weekend. For a much longer list, see our guide to the best Juneteenth events in the D.C. region.
DC/DOX Festival
Founded in 2023, DC/DOX is a film festival dedicated to sharing documentary shorts and features. This year's festival opens with "Steal This Story, Please!," which follows Amy Goodman of Democracy Now! through the modern media landscape and details how Democracy Now! was built. Goodman participates in a post-screening discussion at Woolly Mammoth Theatre. The festival's centerpiece is "The Alabama Solution," showing how incarcerated activists in the Alabama state prison system attempt to use nonviolence to expose their living conditions. The festival includes more than 90 films, with screenings occurring in locations such as the Eaton Cinema, Planet Word, the National Gallery of Art and Regal Gallery Place, as well as workshops and panel discussions. Through Sunday. Most screenings $15; all-access passes $200-$500.
Glen Echo Park Summer Concerts
Decades ago, the pavilion at the heart of Glen Echo Park was home to colliding bumper cars. These days, it's one of the most comfortable all-weather outdoor dance floors in the area. Free concerts are the attraction throughout the summer, with dancers moving to swing, Latin jazz, rockabilly and Motown every Thursday night. The annual concert series kicks off with the blues grooves of Gina DeSimone and the Moaners. Bring your own folding chairs, but beer, wine and snacks are available for purchase. Through Aug. 21. 7:30 p.m. Free.
Can't You Hear Me Calling: Tales and Tunes from Arlington's Bluegrass History at Marymount University
Groups like the Country Gentlemen and the Seldom Scene made the D.C. area the capital of the progressive bluegrass scene in the 1960s and '70s. The Arlington Historical Society has assembled a panel of experts at Marymount University's Reinsch Library Auditorium to discuss Arlington's importance to the bluegrass canon; the panel includes Randy Barrett, the president of Bluegrass Country Radio; Michael Jaworek, the booker and promoter for the Birchmere; and guitarist Andrew Acosta, founder of the New Old-Time String Band. Expect a few tunes in addition to the insights. 7 to 9 p.m. Free.
'Le Petit Tambour de Lafayette' ('Lafayette's Young Drummer') at the Embassy of France
Visitors can brush up on their knowledge of the American Revolutionary War with a play about the legendary Marquis de Lafayette -- a general known for serving Virginia and softening the country's relationship with France -- performed by young actors ages 12 to 18. Take a trip through the sprawling Chateau de Versailles and American battlefields, accompanied by drums. Proceeds will go toward war wounded associations for U.S. and French service members. 7 to 8:30 p.m. $30; $10 for children.
Shots and Headshots at Problem Child
There's plenty of uncertainty in the D.C. job market, and you might be looking to update your LinkedIn profile. Need a new headshot? Head to Problem Child -- formerly known as Duke's Grocery Navy Yard -- where, with the purchase of a drink, portrait photographer Maria Helena Carey of the Hill Is Home will take a picture suitable for a jobsite (or, let's be honest, a dating profile), edit it and send you the result. (The offer is limited to one per person.) 7 to 8:30 p.m.
'Julius Caesar' at PFI Historic Park
Forget going to the theater: Chesapeake Shakespeare Company's summer performances of "Julius Caesar" are performed outdoors among the ruins of a 19th-century girls' school. Taffety Punk co-founder Marcus Kyd directs the show, bringing the Bard's story of political intrigue and conspiracy to the PFI Historic Park in Ellicott City. Although food is not available for purchase, guests are encouraged to bring refreshments to enjoy a picnic before or alongside the show; gates open 90 minutes before the "curtain." Through July 20. $25-$65; free for age 18 and younger.
Home Rule Music Festival Youth Showcase: 'Rooted in Rhythm' at Woolly Mammoth Theatre
The Home Rule Music Fest returns to the Parks at Walter Reed on June 21, featuring performances from local artists like Backyard Band and Imani-Grace Cooper. But if you want to hear some performers who might be gracing that stage in a few years, make your way to Woolly Mammoth for the festival's Youth Showcase, featuring talented young musicians from organizations like Girls Rock!, which uses rock music to build self-esteem in teenage girls and nonbinary musicians; the Let's Go-Go Band, which gives D.C. public school students an opportunity to explore and showcase musical ability; and the voices of the Washington Youth Choir. 6 to 9 p.m. $15-$25.
Shutdown at Songbyrd
New York hardcore band Shutdown recently celebrated its 30th anniversary with its first new music in years, "By Your Side." That communal spirit is in full effect at this show, which is a benefit for the family of Rich Hall, a longtime fixture of the New York scene who died this year. Richmond veteran band Naysayer, vicious Philly punks Beef, and locals Mortal Ground and Junkhead round out the bill. 7:30 p.m. $18-$20.
Friday Night Music Bingo at Lost Generation Brewing Company
Have you ever thought about mixing a night of karaoke with bingo? If so, pop over to Lost Generation to experience a rare fusion, and if you like it, you can come back the second Friday of every month for more. Shift beers are $5, and bingo winners get a $25 gift card. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Free.
Pride at Torpedo Factory Art Center
Although WorldPride has ended in the District, Pride festivities continue and even extend past bedtime in Alexandria. Torpedo Factory Art Center is staying open late for the night owls as part of its "2nd Friday" series, where you can check out artists, music and art activations that celebrate Pride Month. 7 to 10 p.m. Free.
U.S. Army birthday weekend
By now, everyone in Washington knows about the big parade marking the Army's 250th birthday Saturday. Beginning at 6:30 p.m., Constitution Avenue will be filled with thousands of soldiers in historical costume and a selection of tanks and armored vehicles, while a flyover by waves of vintage and modern aircraft takes place overhead. A fireworks show follows at 9:45. Earlier in the day, the Army Birthday Festival takes over the National Mall, with displays of vehicles and equipment, live music, an NFL experience, hands-on activities, and kid zones with climbing walls and games, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. More information on both the parade and the festival is available at www.army.mil/1775.
That's only part of the celebrations around the area honoring the Army's semiquincentennial. Mount Vernon turns the clock back to 1775, when George Washington was named the first commander in chief. Visit a Continental Army encampment and review the troops, listen to fife and drum music, and learn about why Washington was chosen to lead the army. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $15-$28; free for children age 5 and under.
The National Museum of the U.S. Army at Fort Belvoir, which opened a major exhibit on the Revolutionary War last weekend, hosts a birthday party with scavenger hunts, interactive programs, crafts and story time. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free; reservations encouraged.
Juneteenth Festival at Watkins Regional Park
Prince George's County's largest Juneteenth celebration fills the large, central park with live music from Junkyard Band and CeCe Peniston, living history demonstrations, art activities such as a spray paint graffiti wall, games, vendors, and food trucks. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Scotland Juneteenth Heritage Festival
Since 2023, this community festival has been the largest in Montgomery County. It has its origins in the community of Scotland, founded by formerly enslaved people in the 1880s. It begins Saturday at the Bethesda Theater with dance performances by Step Afrika! and music from gospel star Erica Campbell, the Hardway Connection and the Howard University Gospel Choir. Following days bring football, basketball and cheer clinics before the main event on Juneteenth, which includes a 5K run; a family carnival with rides, games, music and a parade in Cabin John Park; and a baseball game honoring Black sandlot baseball teams of the 1950s at Shirley Povich Field, followed by tailgating and fireworks. Through Thursday. Some events require tickets and registration.
ALX Jazz Fest at Waterfront Park
Musicians, poets and lawn games take over Old Town Alexandria's Waterfront Park during the 47th Alexandria Jazz Festival. The lineup includes the go-go and jazz fusion of the JoGo Project, Venezuelan jazz by the Fran Vielma Quartet, soulful vocals from Carolyn Malachi, and headliner Warren Wolf, whose recent album is the aptly named "History of the Vibraphone." Expect hands-on art activities, a Port City beer garden, and food and craft vendors. 3 to 9 p.m. Free.
Silver Spring Blues Festival in downtown Silver Spring
The streets of Silver Spring come alive with slow-burning guitar solos and tales of being done wrong this weekend during the 16th annual Silver Spring Blues Festival. Ellsworth Drive shuts down to host the outdoor stage, which features acoustic music from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., capped by a performance by delta blues singer Little Joe Bourgeois. The amps crank up after, with electric performances by acts including Mama Moon and the Rump Shakers and the Daryl Davis Band before a headlining performance by Canadian blues guitarist Sue Foley, whose 2024 album "One Guitar Woman" was nominated for a Grammy for best traditional blues album. A jam session caps the night. Bring your own lawn chair, or try to find a seat at a streetery. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Free.
Trolley Trail Day
Bring a bike to celebrate the communities along the Rhode Island Avenue Trolley Trail, a paved trail that follows the route of a decommissioned streetcar. The day features fun runs, group bike rides, fitness classes and "activity hubs" spread across Hyattsville, Riverdale Park, College Park and beyond. The hubs include activities for guests of all ages, whether you are looking to take in a dance performance, listen to live music, learn about reptiles or take a tennis class. Local businesses such as Pizzeria Paradiso, Manifest Bread, Riviera Tapas Bar and Marathon Deli offer deals and discounts. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Free.
Soar Together Family Day: World War II on the Homefront at Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center
First, the bad news: There are no more tickets available for the outdoor portion of this event, which includes a display of historic World War II aircraft outside the Dulles museum. However, everyone is welcome for the indoor portion of the event, which marks the 80th anniversary of the end of World War II. All ages can learn to swing dance and practice steps to a band, learn how to plant a victory garden, listen to themed story times and puppet shows, and practice decoding secret messages while looking at the displays of vintage planes. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
'DC, I Love You: Ready or Not' at the Folger Shakespeare Library
The second installment of the three-part DC Amplified project turns hidden corners of the Folger Shakespeare Library into stages. As visitors explore the library on an immersive walking tour, they come across vignettes played out by actors, inspired by true stories of love and missed connections collected from D.C. residents. "DC, I Love You" is the creation of Katherine Harroff, who is both the artist-in-residence at the Folger Shakespeare Library and its director of engagement. Through June 22. $30.
Warped Tour at RFK Festival Grounds
After ending its era as a cross-country concern in 2018, the Warped Tour is dusting off its Vans for three stops this year and kicking off in D.C. What the pop-punk-and-beyond festival lacks in dates it makes up for in bands, with more than 90 acts scheduled to perform over two days. Timed to both an explosion in contemporary punk and a wave of nostalgia for old favorites from the '90s and 2000s, the event is sold out but is offering an official ticket exchange. Bands like Pennywise, Less Than Jake, the Aquabats and the Suicide Machines will be familiar to fans of OG outings (fusionists Fishbone played the second Warped Tour way back in 1996). But don't get lost in nostalgia: Angel Du$t, Drain, Fever 333, Koyo and Scowl are some of the most vital punk acts around. Saturday and Sunday at 11 a.m. Two-day passes start at $129.
Chacho Fourth Anniversary
Chacho, a South American-style cane spirit infused with fiery jalapenos, has become a staple at local cocktail bars over the past four years, finding its way into countless spicy margaritas and Bloody Marys. There are even canned cocktails now, too. The distillery, located near Fort Slocum in upper Northwest, opens its doors for a fourth anniversary party this weekend. Everyone who walks through the door (of legal age) receives a free cocktail, and a DJ provides entertainment from 4 to 8 p.m. Look for food trucks, giveaways and surprises. 2 to 8 p.m. Free.
Hypefoodies Festival at Berhta
What happens when a much-hyped social media account for foodies starts its own food fest? The second Hypefoodies Festival takes over Berhta with featured vendors like Arepa Zone, Underground Pizza Co. and the Boiling Crab; taking care of the sweeter side are Dough Market, Toby's Homemade Ice Cream and Matelna Bakes. Beyond food, the outdoor event features DJs and space for local artists and artisans to showcase their work. Dogs are welcome, as long as they're leashed. 3 to 10 p.m. $10; free for ages 6 and younger.
Taste of the DMV Food Festival
For the fourth year, the Taste of the DMV Food Festival brings vendors from across the region to D.C. for a day of food, music and fun. The festival takes place on Pennsylvania Avenue NW between Third and Seventh streets and includes vendors like Pisco y Nazca, Fava Pot and DMV Taqueria Food Truck. Beyond food, the festival hosts a beer garden with beverages from Me-Me's Happy Hour, Saints Row Brewing and Just Drinkz, plus more than 30 musical acts and giveaways for guests of all ages. Noon to 7 p.m. Free.
Seventh Stanine Festival at Rhizome
The mere idea of a "music festival" implies a certain bigness, but what if instead of inviting audiences into a treasure vault, organizers offered a glimpse into a jewel box? That seems to be the idea behind the annual Seventh Stanine Festival, co-hosted by District indie band the Caribbean and the radio show "Essential Tremors." This year's day-long gathering at Takoma Park's experimental venue Rhizome includes a co-headlining set from avant composers Tyondai Braxton and Ben Vida, as well as sets from guitarist-improviser Wendy Eisenberg, Deakin of the stalwart psych troupe Animal Collective and more. 1 to 9 p.m. $30-$50.
Priday Market and Drag Show at Port City Brewing
A drag performance featuring Miss Gay Arlington, Raven Samore and G. Abrasax takes over Port City's brewhouse during the Alexandria brewery's annual Priday festival, but the fun lasts all day, thanks to a marketplace with LGBTQ+ makers and vendors; a tie-dye station with Port City T-shirts; yard games; and plenty of beer, including the new Hopsurgence double-dry-hopped double IPA. A portion of all beer sales benefits the LGBTQ+ nonprofit Imperial Court of Washington D.C. Noon to 6 p.m.; drag show begins at 5. Free.
Pack, Party, Pride! x Dyke Party: Lickety Split at Dew Drop Inn
What do you get when you cross a Saturday dance party, a dunk tank and free ice cream? You get this Pride event, co-hosted with Dyke Party, where you can dance your heart out before helping to fold zines and pack care kits. Your $5 entry free (which doubles as a raffle ticket for the event's vendors) raises funds for the Bodily Autonomy Working Group's reproductive and sexual health care kits.  3 p.m. until late. $5.
Mortified DC Live: Pride Edition at the Black Cat
A special edition of "Mortified" includes stories about childhood and young-adult diaries, along with poetry featuring themes of exploring sexual and gender identity as well as other LGBTQ+ stories. If you're a parent wondering about the nuances of teenage life, this may be the perfect looking-glass opportunity. Seating is first come, first served. 8 p.m. $25 for advance tickets; $15 for students.
Mosaic Pride Celebration at Mosaic District
Mosaic's fourth annual Pride celebration begins with a parade down District Avenue to Strawberry Lane. That's followed by live DJ sets, drag performances and a set by Metro to Paris to wrap up the night. If you're bringing the kids along, you can plop down the entire family for story time with Tara Hoot at 4 p.m. 3 to 9 p.m. Free.
Merry Pin One-Year Anniversary Celebration
It didn't long for Merry Pin to become a go-to destination for crafters, whether you're into embroidery, beadwork, painting, sketching or scrapbooking -- or just looking for art supplies for the kids for a rainy day. The Shepherd Park shop has become a community space for classes and socializing, too. It marks a year in business with an open house that features crafting stations for all ages, a makers' market with local vendors, giveaways, and discounted merchandise. Arrive by noon for free cake and sparkling wine; happy hour runs from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free; RSVPs are requested and include an extra raffle ticket.
Five Minute Horror Film Fest at the Shaw Neighborhood Library
If you want to learn how to be a filmmaker, you don't need to go to film school or Hollywood. Just go to the D.C. Public Library. No, really: The library runs a nine-session filmmaking workshop that covers the basics of crafting short horror films -- on a $5 budget. See the results at the library's Five Minute Horror Film Fest, where amateur directors present their finished projects. Will you watch the debut of the next Ryan Coogler? Only one way to find out. 3 to 5:30 p.m. Free.
Shakespeare in the Parks: 'The Comedy of Errors'
This summer's Shakespeare in the Parks tour of Prince George's County features "The Comedy of Errors," a farce involving mistaken identities and mischief, in a production set during Italy's Carnival season. The annual series brings the Bard to a range of venues, starting with Greenbelt Park (Sunday) and Riversdale House Museum (Tuesday), and including the National Harbor Plaza Stage, Prince George's Publick Playhouse and Fort Washington Park. The schedule also includes a pair of performances in Montgomery County parks. All performances are free, with no tickets required. Select shows include ASL interpretation. Through July 6. Free.
Opera Italiana Is in the Air at the Lincoln Memorial
Opera Italiana Is in the Air began in 2017 as a free outdoor concert in New York's Central Park -- a way to take opera out of expensive concert halls and introduce it to younger, more diverse crowds. It arrived in D.C. in 2022, and founder Alvise Casellati returns again this year to conduct musicians in front of the Lincoln Memorial, under the patronage of the Embassy of Italy. After last year's Puccini-focused event, the program also features works by Verdi, Rossini and Leoncavallo, with featured performers soprano Leah Hawkins, the recipient of the Metropolitan Opera's Beverly Sills Artist Award, and globe-trotting tenor Murat Karahan joining an orchestra featuring members of the Washington National Opera. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Free.
Sully Antique Car Show
So many Father's Day events boil down to a cliched personality test: Does Dad prefer whiskey, smoked meat, cigars or sports? The annual hot rod show at the Sully Historic Site in Chantilly is a perfect outing for anyone whose dad enjoying tooling around the garage or driveway, but anyone can drop in to marvel at more than 400 muscle cars, European roadsters, antique pickup trucks or Ford Model A hot rods. Trophies are awarded in more than 30 categories, including a special division for cars that are 100 years old. Beyond the automobiles, there's live music, automobile and antique flea markets, and activities for kids, as well as food and drinks. 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. $8-$15.
Aimee Mann at 9:30 Club
Nearly all anniversary tours celebrate round-number milestones, an arbitrary practice that makes even less sense after the pandemic rejiggered how we think about the passage of time. Singer-songwriter Aimee Mann will revisit "Lost in Space" -- an album that she now says was crafted in the wake of a rehabilitation stay to treat PTSD, anxiety and depression -- 221/2 years after its release. 7 p.m. $49.50.
Giant BBQ Battle of the Bands at Songbyrd
A spot onstage performing for a crowd of thousands at the 2025 Giant BBQ Battle is up for grabs during a battle of the bands at Songbyrd Music House. Each band will perform for about half an hour and will be judged on music performance, stage presence and crowd participation. 7 to 10 p.m. $5.
Kendrick Lamar and SZA at Northwest Stadium
The music of rapper Kendrick Lamar and R&B singer SZA covers such a vast terrain of moods, modes, feels and styles that addressing their altitude might be beside the point. But both artists on this blockbuster tour seem to be standing atop the twin peaks of fame and artistry right now -- mere months after they gave a thoughtfully splashy Super Bowl halftime show performance. Does it get any higher? How much? 7 p.m. Starting at $99.50.
Dive-In Movies at Hotel Zena
It sounds like the perfect summer evening: a rooftop pool, a feature film, a bag of popcorn, a refreshing cocktail or mocktail. Beginning June 18, the Hotel Zena hosts a "dive-in movie" every Wednesday on its roof overlooking Thomas Circle -- an opportunity to enjoy a sunset and a cinematic masterpiece in the same evening. The first feature is the 2001 cult classic "Wet Hot American Summer," and the series also includes both recent favorites like "Barbie," "Barb and Star Go to Vista Del Mar" and "Girls Trip" and classics like "E.T.," "National Lampoon's Vacation" and "Dirty Dancing." Through Aug. 27. Films begin at 9 p.m. $25; includes popcorn and one drink.
FIFA Club World Cup at Audi Field
Some of the best club soccer teams from around the world are coming to the United States this summer for the 2025 FIFA Club World Cup. Three of the games will be played at Audi Field, the home of local pro teams DC United and the Washington Spirit. First, on June 18, Italian giant Juventus FC faces off against Al Ain from the United Arab Emirates. FC Salzburg of Austria's Bundesliga plays Al Hilal of the Saudi Pro League on June 22, and Al Ain returns to Audi Field for the final game against Morocco-based Wydad AC on June 26. Through June 26. $33.45-$180.90. Children age 2 and younger or under 34 inches tall admitted free if they sit on a parent's lap.
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How the whimsical, intergalactic 'A Wrinkle in Time' became a musical       
The new show "A Wrinkle in Time," based on the classic children's novel, makes its world premiere at Arena Stage.
By Sophia Nguyen | 2025-06-12
During a recent rehearsal, with three tall puppets shaped like fuzzy purple periscopes standing nearby, the cast and creators of the new musical "A Wrinkle in Time" were trying to nail a key scene of Act 2. It was a particularly strange and potent moment in a story full of them: Young Meg Murry (Taylor Iman Jones) lies crumpled on the surface of the planet Ixchel. She and her companions have crash-landed there, having suffered a terrible loss. Meg's soul has been injured. One of Ixchel's inhabitants (Andrea Jones-Sojola) draws near.
"Aunt Beast," Meg asks her, trembling, "will there be pain?"
"Yes," Aunt Beast replies, truthful but not unkind.
Their encounter is one of the most important in the original 1962 novel, according to Charlotte Jones Voiklis, a producer and one of author Madeleine L'Engle's granddaughters -- so much so that the show's composer and lyricist, Heather Christian, avoided writing it.
Christian came to realize that the moment's power derives from its stillness: "In most children's books, there's just this constant feeling of adrenaline -- of pushing forward to solve the problem, of getting more energy, getting braver, getting whatever," she said, as members of the creative team took a lunch break in the rehearsal room. "Madeleine slowed us down and took us to Ixchel to sit for a while."

Producer Charlotte Jones Voiklis, one of author Madeleine L'Engle's granddaughters. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


"A Wrinkle in Time" follows prickly Meg, her brilliant younger brother Charles Wallace and their friend Calvin as they search the universe for Meg and Charles's physicist father, aided by three eccentric guardian angels known as Mrs Which, Mrs Who and Mrs Whatsit. It is quite plausibly the most mystically Christian, psychedelically science-fictional novel ever to become a stone-cold classic of children's literature. It has also been adapted many times over -- including as a movie, directed by Ava DuVernay, in 2018 -- but Voiklis had long hoped it would become a musical. "There's just something about the metaphysical sweep of the story and the emotional intimacy" that seemed suited to the form, she said in a recent Zoom interview.
When the rights became available in 2020, Voiklis seized the opportunity to assemble a team. Christian, who explored cosmological ideas and religious musical form in her 2022 work "Oratorio for Living Things," signed on to write the music and lyrics. Lauren Yee, best known for "Cambodian Rock Band" and other plays exploring family and identity, came aboard to write the book. "It felt such like a wonderful gift," Yee said, "at a time when it felt like large parts of the world were being closed down and my world was getting very, very small -- to be able to engage with something that is literally intergalactic and vast."
Now, L'Engle's vision -- plainspoken and loftily intellectual; floridly odd and as consolingly familiar as a cup of cocoa -- will take the stage in musical form. "A Wrinkle in Time" will have its world premiere at Arena Stage starting Thursday, and it appears to have Broadway aspirations. (Plate Spinner Productions, previously involved with "Here Lies Love" and "Girl From the North Country," is attached to the show.)
Director Lee Sunday Evans, who won her second Obie Award for the premiere of Christian's "Oratorio," said the challenge of adapting this beloved novel for the stage was irresistible.

The story follows Meg (Taylor Iman Jones, right) and Charles Wallace (Mateo Lizcano, left) as they search the universe for their father. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)



The novel's blend of mysticism and science is famously difficult to capture in adaptations. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


"You can't travel to another planet," said Evans. "You actually, on a theater set, you can't even really change the floor. The floor has to stay the same. The walls, kind of, have to stay same. So how do you create a journey onstage that's about traveling through space?" To phrase the issue another way, Evans continued: "How do we make these places that don't exist, from our world of things that exist?"
Take, for example, the famous sequence in which Meg and the other kids are carried on the back of Mrs Whatsit, whom L'Engle describes as transforming into "something like a horse but at the same time completely unlike a horse" -- great -- with "a nobly formed torso, arms and a head resembling a man's, but a man with a perfection of dignity and virtue, an exaltation of joy such as Meg had never before seen." Oh, and she also has winged shoulders "made of rainbows, of light upon water, of poetry."
It would have been possible to rig the actors so they appeared to fly, said Evans. "But actually, if you put that onstage, that means the kids are fairly static," she pointed out. "You can put people on a harness and get them up in the air, but once they're up in the air -- it's one gesture." Instead, the team decided to evoke the flight using a series of puppet wings, such that the audience never sees the whole of the fantastic Whatsit turned Pegasus. "There's no face put on whatever the creature is -- it's provoked through the magic of actors onstage," said Evans.

Each planet the children visit has its own musical identity, said composer and lyricist Heather Christian. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


The creators also wrestled with how to render Camazotz, the dark planet where the kids find their father. In the novel, Camazotz appears placidly suburban -- so much so that the characters find it as familiar as home, before they learn that it lives under a totalitarian regime ruled by a malign intelligence known as IT. Provoking that same feeling today -- the initial recognition, even attraction, that later turns into horror -- would require updating the book's Cold War sensibilities, making its anxieties feel more contemporary.
"Madeleine's Camazotz seems to be about living in a place that craves uniformity and craves order," said Christian. "Some of that has shifted in this day and age." Their version of Camazotz plays on different cravings -- for safety, for convenience -- and explores how productivity has become entwined with self-worth.
"What would make us, sitting in the audience, squirm?" asked Evans. "What does our society ask of us? What deal have we made? What have we opted into -- about how our economy works, about how you make a living, about you have work-life balance?"
"But it still feels like a part of 'A Wrinkle in Time,'" added Yee. "Because it's about our relationship to time, how our perception of time or the scarcity of time makes us try to fit into these boxes."

Stacey Sargeant plays Mrs Who. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)



Amber Gray, below right, plays Mrs Whatsit. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


Much of the world-building onstage is accomplished through music. Each planet has been given a distinct musical identity. Camazotz sounds like "a satanic Gilbert and Sullivan operetta," Christian said. "It's all very catchy, but it's very tidy. So nothing is behind the beat -- everything is razor sharp, like a Mozart fugue." Earth, meanwhile, has more of a folk feel and largely uses a small ensemble of piano, bass, guitar and clarinet. The lush planet Uriel has a "sweeping lilt and gait" and is inspired by a psalm quoted in the novel, "Sing unto the Lord a new song."
"Music is the most aggressive and manipulative form of dramaturgy," said Christian, who described musical theater as "very in control of itself and in control of an audience's reaction." But the show's creators don't aim for everyone watching to come away with the same experience.
"I think you could bring someone who read the book when it came out, someone who is parenting now and someone who is encountering the book for the first time as a young person," Yee said. "To me, that would be such a satisfying audience to have, and have them all take different things from it."
L'Engle herself probably would have approved. "'A Wrinkle in Time' famously had a hard time finding a publisher, in part because people didn't know who it was for," noted Voiklis. "Was it adults, or was it for children? And she'd say, 'It's for people. Don't people read books?'"

(Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


Arena Stage, 1101 Sixth St SW. arenastage.org.
Dates: June 12 through July 20.
Prices: $59-$199.
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Why Jacinda Ardern made a deeply intimate documentary about her marriage
Former New Zealand prime minister Jacinda Ardern is the subject of a new film, "Prime Minister," in theaters Friday, which aims to humanize politicians.
By Jada Yuan | 2025-06-12
Somewhere on the cutting-room floor of "Prime Minister," a new documentary about Dame Jacinda Ardern's fraught 51/2 years leading New Zealand through crisis after crisis, is a montage of her repeatedly asking husband Clarke Gayford to please get that camera out of her face.
"Someone would have just seen a lot of me telling him to go away," Ardern says, laughing, over a squeezed-in lunch of tomato soup at D.C.'s Conrad Hotel before speaking to a rapt crowd about her recent memoir at the historic synagogue Sixth & I.
In person, Ardern, 44, is warm and disarmingly down-to-earth. She styled her hair herself, now a few shades lighter than it was in the film. Her aide says that she's traveling with "a far bigger entourage" than usual -- three people, including him. In the car, she offers everyone dark chocolate from New Zealand, and then insists they're not taking big enough chunks. But there are also hints that she's still living with some trauma from her time as prime minister. She pre-signed all her books and only takes questions at the event that were submitted in advance. She's ushered in and out of the room in record time by several large security guards.

The new leader of the Labour Party, Jacinda Ardern, is front and center at her first news conference at Parliament in Wellington, New Zealand, on Aug. 1, 2017. (AFP/Getty Images) 



Ardern and partner-turned-husband Clarke Gayford arrive at Buckingham Palace in London as Queen Elizabeth II hosts a dinner during the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting. (Daniel Leal-Olivas/AP)


Stepping off the train in Washington, she says the first thing that hit her was the city's sheer amount of history. "Obviously this is an incredibly difficult time, and a period where it feels like the U.S. is retreating from being out in the world," Ardern says. "But that is not forever. This is a place that reminds you that history is much longer than this moment in time."
When Gayford started asking her to process her raw emotions about her biggest moments as prime minister on camera, Ardern went along with it because she figured no one would ever see it. That is, until the couple handed over 300 hours of tape to documentarians Michelle Walshe and Lindsay Utz following Ardern's shocking January 2023 resignation as New Zealand's prime minister. Her voice trembling, she'd said she was stepping down because "I no longer have enough in the tank" to give the job what it required.
"You might ask why on earth would we do this and put this much of ourselves out on screen," Gayford, 48, says. "And the goal that we wanted to achieve is just trying to humanize politicians. [They're] just people, by and large, trying to make the best decisions that they can."
A widely known radio DJ and host of a TV show he created called "Fish of the Day," Gayford says he was simply operating on instinct when he first pulled out a camera to document Ardern learning she'd become prime minister in 2017 at age 37, having found out days earlier that she was pregnant. And then he kept finding himself in the craziest of situations. (The film also features audio diaries that Ardern recorded for New Zealand's national library.)
In what would be a major scandal in the United States but barely made a ripple in New Zealand, Ardern and Gayford weren't married when she was sworn in. At a news conference announcing her pregnancy, Gayford joked that he loved that they'd done everything backward: "We bought a house together, then we're having a baby, and we'll see [about marriage]." (They got engaged during her first term, with her bodyguard standing by, but didn't manage to pull off a wedding until after she left office.)

Ardern and Gayford with their newly born baby girl, Neve, at Auckland Hospital in June 2018. Ardern is the second elected world leader to give birth while holding office. (Greg Bowker/New Zealand Herald/AP) 


There's a moment early in the film (in theaters Friday), when Gayford apologizes for prodding Ardern to reflect on her election win while she's sitting on an unmade bed, trying to get gunk out of her eye.
"You're not going to force me to process this, this morning," she says, smiling but curt. "I don't have time."
"Well, I'm conflicted because as your partner, I want to support you, but as someone who's trying to film this, it would be nice to know what's going through your head, I guess," Gayford says, with a nervous chuckle.
"I'm not doing this right now," Ardern says, giving him a death stare before immediately leaving the room.
Gayford was there at the United Nations General Assembly when Ardern was trying to figure out where to breastfeed in a building set up for male leadership, and by her side during violent pandemic-era anti-vax protests calling her "Jabcinda" and waving signs depicting her as Hitler.
"Sometimes I felt like the worst partner in the world," Gayford says over Zoom. He's speaking from Cambridge, Massachusetts, where he is being an objectively pretty great partner and taking care of their daughter Neve, who turns 7 this month, while Ardern is on book tour.
Ardern, whose memoir, "A Different Kind of Power," is a treatise about empathetic leadership and kindness, has become improbably famous in the U.S. for the leader of such a small country on the other side of the world.

Ardern speaks with a woman during a visit to the Canterbury Refugee Centre after a right-wing extremist rampaged through two mosques in Christchurch, killing 51 people. (Marty Melville/AFP/Getty Images)



Ardern speaks to media during a news conference at Parliament on March 15, 2019, the day of the Christchurch mass shooting. (Hagen Hopkins/Getty Images)


She took office just nine months after President Donald Trump started his first term and quickly became a fantasy draft pick for many who dreamed of a polar-opposite style of governance. In 2019, when a terrorist opened fire on two Christchurch mosques, killing 51 in the deadliest mass shooting in the nation's history, she wore a headscarf to tearfully embrace mourners, then pushed through a ban on semiautomatic weapons less than a month later. In March 2020, she made the controversial decision to shut down New Zealand's borders and institute one of the strictest lockdowns in the world, effectively containing covid-19 to such an extent that the country was able to reopen schools and gather at outdoor concerts. By the time they reopened borders in mid-2022, 90 percent of the population had been vaccinated.
It would usually take Gayford until 11 at night to work up the courage to ask his partner to relitigate whatever global event she was dealing with on camera -- "She couldn't go anywhere, she was trapped," he says, laughing -- which is why so much of the film features Ardern in her pajamas.
"I always joke that there [were] three of us in the relationship: me, her and the cabinet papers, because they would just be spread across the bed and everything," Gayford says. "She was very generous in the sense that she at least attempted to humor me."
Ardern says she ultimately wanted to do the movie as a tribute to Gayford, who put his career on pause to take care of Neve while Ardern ran the country. "Clarke's amazing. He's a kind of quiet hero behind the scenes," Ardern says. And she wanted to show women how much help she needed to do everything she's done. "They shouldn't be taking everything on," she says.

Ardern is reflected in a still from the new documentary "Prime Minister," which includes a lot of behind-the-scenes video shot by partner Clarke Gayford. (Magnolia Pictures)


It is Gayford's home videos, of course, that make "Prime Minister" so incredibly intimate -- a rare glimpse of a world leader at her most vulnerable, often tearing up as she tackles the weight of perhaps the most difficult premiership in New Zealand history -- while a baby crawls around on her desk.
"Be nice to see you sometime," he says, almost pleading, off-camera.
"Yup," she says, not even looking up from her paperwork.
We see Ardern chiding Gayford about eating her pregnancy biscuits ("Are you worried about your milk production? Hormone stores?"); Gayford telling her she looks like "a real ratty porcupine" as she lies in bed getting acupuncture for her swollen feet; and Ardern's mother's honest reaction when told the baby's name. "Neve? That's different."
On camera to Gayford, Ardern opens up about the terrible sense of failure she feels because she can't produce enough breast milk. We see her pumping in the motorcade and Gayford changing Neve's nappie, as Ardern meets with Trump at the U.N. General Assembly or with the president of Morocco. She delivers sharp criticism of Boris Johnson for letting covid run rampant, as Neve runs around their living room.
Ardern and Gayford -- who moved to the Boston area in 2023 after Ardern was offered two Harvard fellowships -- met in October 2012, back when she was a junior member of Parliament and he was the famous one. A year later, he emailed her.
"I had a grievance and I reached out to my local friendly list MP, who happened to be her, and offered to see if there was some way I could help with her campaign. We were friends for a long time first," Gayford says.

Ardern embraces Gayford after speaking to well-wishers in front of Parliament in Wellington in 2017. (Nick Perry/AP)



Ardern thanks supporters after announcing Labour's Auckland Transport Plan on Aug. 6, 2017, in Auckland. (Hannah Peters/Getty Images)


Ardern had been raised Mormon and had mostly dated others in the faith. As an MP, she couldn't go on dating apps, and two boyfriends had already split up with her over her career, one via text. "But then came Clarke," she writes in her book.
When they got together, of course, neither of them knew she'd become prime minister. But Gayford (as well as Walshe) says he had no doubt she was going places. "Oh, I think everyone around Jacinda believed in her abilities, perhaps more than she did," he says.
The realities of dating a PM were more unpredictable. As soon as she took office, Ardern lost access to her cellphone. Gayford suddenly had to figure out how to talk to her when every 15-minute block of her calendar was reserved for national business.

Ardern and French President Emmanuel Macron attend a ceremony in 2019 at Elysee Palace in Paris for the Christchurch Call, a foundation dedicated to fighting violent extremism. (Charles Platiau/AFP/Getty Images) 



New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, with world leaders before an Indo-Pacific Partners meeting during a NATO summit in Madrid in 2022. (Pierre-Philippe Marcou/AFP/Getty Images)


The film shows a couple who's figured out a division of labor under extraordinary circumstances, but Gayford says they never discussed who would step back from work. "It was a case of just rolling your sleeves up and getting it done. And I never thought that that was anything other than what you do when you're in a relationship, right? You divide and conquer to get through whatever it is through the day," he says.
The part of the film that made Ardern cry at its January Sundance premiere, just three days after Trump's inauguration, is a moment from 2021 when she has to leave behind a wailing Neve to manage a covid outbreak. Festival-goers gave the movie a rare standing ovation.
Ardern, though, is a controversial figure in New Zealand, where violent protests broke out over the country's sluggish recovery following her covid lockdowns -- which clearly rattled the PM and her family, as shown in the film. Immediately following the Sundance premiere, the movie's IMDb page was bombed with one-star reviews from people who'd never seen it. Her resignation had come amid tanking poll numbers, and Labour lost nearly 50 percent of the seats it had held in 2020, prompting speculation that she was simply getting out before an inevitable defeat.
"She mentions in one of the audio diaries that overseas she's celebrated and at home she's criticized, and you do see and feel that," says Utz, who pored through hundreds of hours of news clips and protest footage during the edit.

From left, Lindsay Utz, Jacinda Ardern and Michelle Walshe attend the "Prime Minister" premiere at the 2025 Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah. (Arturo Holmes/Getty Images)


"I'd also like to add, though, that there's some good old-fashioned misogyny thrown in there as well," Utz continues. "It's really hard to imagine that, if she were a man, [she'd get] the kind of really cruel signage outside her office during the protests. They were hanging nooses from the trees. At one point, a man screams, 'I'm not going to take commands from a woman in skirt on a power trip.'"
Ardern never mentions Trump's name if she can avoid it, preferring to talk in generalities in a politic way. "That's deliberate, and I'm happy to tell you why," she says. "One of the things I [often] talk about is that we are understandably placing a lot of emphasis on a very particular type of leadership style and leader, and I want to spotlight the alternative."

Jacinda Ardern, photographed in D.C. this month, says of her exit from the world stage, "I miss the job and I miss the people, but I don't regret the decision." (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


In the film, Ardern talks about the cumulation of factors that led to her resignation. Threats to her family. A difficulty balancing motherhood and the worst job in politics. Burnout. Their stint in Cambridge was meant to last three months. They've stayed two years. The change of pace felt good. Ardern loved that it's a walkable city with strong communities, just like home in Auckland. Writing her book was a form of therapy, not, as one might suspect, a toe-dip back toward elected office.
"The only place I can do that is New Zealand, and I've very clearly made the decision that my time is done, and I don't regret that," she says. "I miss the job and I miss the people, but I don't regret the decision."
She's really not planning to run for anything?
"Oh my gosh, no!" she says. "No, no. Hard no."
They're off to the U.K. next, where Ardern has accepted a university position similar to the one she held at Harvard. She's still in the political realm, working with the Christchurch Call, a foundation dedicated to fighting violent extremism, and running a fellowship on empathetic leadership, trying to nurture the next generation of men and women who want to lead with kindness. "We will get back to New Zealand eventually," Gayford says. "That has always been on the cards."
When asked if she decompressed after stepping down, she bursts out laughing. "The responsibility, that was just instant. It's just -- whoosh -- and it's gone," she says. "But the slowing down, that I haven't done yet. I'm looking forward to it."
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'The Life of Chuck' is a wondrous affirmation by way of Stephen King
Director Mike Flanagan has adapted King's works many times, but never quite like this.
By Thomas Floyd | 2025-06-12

Tom Hiddleston plays the title character opposite Annalise Basso in "The Life of Chuck." (Neon)


The cosmic calendar and Walt Whitman's "Song of Myself" work in unlikely tandem in "The Life of Chuck," filmmaker Mike Flanagan's latest venture into Stephen King's multitude-packed mind.
As the scientific conceit makes clear, our lives are but imperceptible blips on the vast timeline of the universe. Yet Whitman's poem raises the idea that every psyche contains another sprawling world unto itself, populated with the people, memories and scars we collect while navigating our finite existence. What are we if not the remarkable sum of our experiences and our imaginations?
Adapted by Flanagan from King's 2020 novella, this meditation on the bittersweet beauty of the human condition is sweeping in sentiment and surgical in intent. Flanagan wants his audience to reflect on the passing moments of connection that carry outsize significance and the simple joys that make life worth living. Not saccharine but soulful, "The Life of Chuck" arrives at life-affirming profundity through a blend of surrealist wonder and humanist truth. It's no wonder this marvel of a movie claimed the Toronto International Film Festival's coveted audience prize last fall.
Tom Hiddleston stars as the titular Charles Krantz, a dying accountant with a dormant love of dance, though we don't properly meet him until the middle of three "acts" that unfold in reverse chronological order. But we do get enigmatic glimpses of him in "Thanks, Chuck," an opening stanza that alternately unnerves and compels while posing a puzzle that's pieced together in due time. Even if Nick Offerman's narrator at one point asks, "Would answers make a good thing better?" -- seemingly setting the stage for ambiguity -- this heart-on-its-sleeve venture doesn't leave much unsaid.
In the initial act, environmental Armageddon has arrived. The internet, spotty for months, seems to have evaporated for good. Fires are blazing in the Midwest. Floods are sinking Florida. Earthquakes are ravaging California. And did a volcano just erupt in Germany? All the while, Hiddleston's smirking bean counter is being celebrated on billboards and broadcasts with the same platitude: "Charles Krantz: 39 Great Years! Thanks, Chuck!" Yet no one recognizes the man or has any clue what the hoopla is about. As an affable undertaker (Carl Lumbly) says, he's the "Oz of the apocalypse."

Chiwetel Ejiofor and Karen Gillan co-star in "The Life of Chuck." (Dan Anderson/Neon)


Chiwetel Ejiofor anchors the opening segment as a solemn schoolteacher reconnecting with his ex-wife (Karen Gillan), a nurse at a hospital so overwhelmed that the staff have started calling themselves the "Suicide Squad." Exuding palpable pathos, Ejiofor and Gillan are worthy vessels for this voyage into the void as the Newton Brothers' soothing score hums and Flanagan serves up fleetingly fantastical imagery.
Set nine months earlier, the second act, "Buskers Forever," introduces Hiddleston's Chuck as a genial fellow with a loving wife, a teenage son and an undetected brain tumor. As Chuck strolls past a drummer busking on a street corner (Taylor Gordon), a dormant desire to dance takes over. Gleefully roping in a passerby fresh off a breakup (Annalise Basso), our startlingly loose-limbed protagonist struts up a storm in a euphoric jolt of live-life-to-the-fullest joy.
How this exhilarating detour circles back to the opening chapter's existential despair is a satisfying journey explored in a final act that's best left unspoiled. Centered on a younger Chuck -- played by Benjamin Pajak at age 10 and Jacob Tremblay as a teen -- "I Contain Multitudes" serves up love, grief and a dash of the supernatural, plus scene-stealing turns by Mia Sara and a gloriously grizzled Mark Hamill as Chuck's grandparents. Along the way, callbacks and connective tissue provide a path to the film's beating heart.
While the horror auteur Flanagan is known for tapping into King's disturbing side -- in film adaptations of "Gerald's Game" and "Doctor Sleep," plus an upcoming "Carrie" series -- "The Life of Chuck" marks an obvious departure. Now that he's delivered an elegy in the vein of "Stand By Me" or "The Shawshank Redemption," Flanagan has made one thing clear: He's attuned to King at every frequency.
R. At area theaters. Contains language, brief suspense and images of environmental disasters. 111 minutes.
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'Materialists' gives the rom-com a new look, through a gimlet-eyed lens
Dakota Johnson plays a modern-day matchmaker in Celine Song's bittersweet meditation on love and commerce.
By Ann Hornaday | 2025-06-12

Dakota Johnson and Chris Evans in "Materialists." (Atsushi Nishijima/A24)


When you have such attractive players as Dakota Johnson, Pedro Pascal and Chris Evans looking for love against the gleaming backdrop of modern-day New York -- well, you've entered rom-com heaven, right?
Not exactly. "Materialists," Celine Song's sophomore effort after her quietly breathtaking 2023 debut, "Past Lives," winds up turning romance on its head to explore some of its unseemliest unspoken truths. Maybe "Materialists" marks the emergence of a new genre: the rom-con, not in the sense that it's against the vicarious pleasures of flirting, seduction and finally finding true love, but that it's painfully aware of the coldhearted calculation that so often lies beneath.
Johnson plays Lucy, a Manhattan matchmaker who works for a bespoke dating service called Adore -- a concierge service for people who realize that to meet The One, they'll have to get off their apps and into the real world. Lucy has nine marriages to her credit, making her the office GOAT; but true to this story's Austen-meets-the-algorithm milieu, she has reconciled herself to eternal singledom. At the wedding of her most recent satisfied client, Lucy meets a handsome financier named Harry (Pascal), a guy who is so tall, good-looking and rich, rich, rich that he's a matchmaker's unicorn. He checks all the boxes.
While Lucy is busy flipping through her mental Rolodex to find Harry a suitable mate, he makes it known that he only has eyes for her; meanwhile, a cater-waiter at the reception turns out to be an old flame of Lucy's: John (Evans), a wannabe actor who is tall, good-looking and poor, poor, poor. Can this marriage be saved? And which marriage, exactly, are we rooting for?
Song clearly has a lot on her mind in "Materialists," which often plays as a meta-critique of such consumerist fantasies as "Sex and the City." At the aforementioned wedding, Lucy's client suffers a case of pre-altar jitters, which Lucy assuages by reminding her why she's marrying her future husband. Yes, he's wealthy and promises a lifetime of material security, but the psychic currency in the transaction is profound and even defensible: "He makes you feel valued," Lucy tells her simply.
That's an astute point, and exemplifies the kind of nuance Song seeks to bring to "Materialists," which beneath the glittering surface wrestles with the grubby realities of money, social status, looks-ism and outright cruelty. (One of Lucy's male clients blithely insists that 30 is a "dealbreaker" when it comes to age, 20 when it comes to body-mass index.) Grazing in a field similar to the ones plowed by Ruben Ostlund's scorching 2022 satire "Triangle of Sadness," as well as the razor-sharp relationship dramas of Nicole Holofcener, Song isn't interested in demonizing the most superficial checklists people bring to their dating lives as much as understanding the primal needs and aspirations those lists represent.

Dakota Johnson and Pedro Pascal in "Materialists." (Atsushi Nishijima/A24)


"Materialists" sets out to confront taboos like commodification, class and self-deception. But in dismantling the classic wish-fulfillment fantasy, it indulges in some of it, too: There's something deliciously meta about Johnson -- whose breakout role was in the swoony, S-and-M-adjacent "Fifty Shades of Grey" -- waking up in yet another bed of an impossibly prosperous, handsome man. By now, though, the onetime ingenue has become a producer in her own right, including of a perceptive documentary about the sex researcher Shere Hite, and Johnson brings all of that intelligence to a canny and sensitive performance. (Pascal and Evans are similarly appealing, bringing the right amount of self-doubt and spiky anger to their respective characters.)
Perhaps it's inevitable that, like the flawed people at its center, "Materialists" doesn't check every box: Too often, Song's protagonists sound like they're stand-ins for the director rather than voicing fully realized characters. "Past Lives" wasn't afraid of negative space -- between people, and the words they say -- but what felt delicately naturalistic in that film too often feels forced and rhythmically awkward when the narrative goes from low-key to no-key.
"Materialists" is being marketed as a pretty, escapist romp when it's anything but: A jarring tonal shift midway through the movie introduces an even grimmer note by reminding viewers of the serious perils of dating culture. That zag leads to some reckonings -- moral, ethical, romantic, narrative -- that can't help but feel predictable and contrived. Still, at its most commendable, "Materialists" lends them the tarnished glow of humanity at its most imperfectly ragged.
"Only connect," E.M. Forster told us. The struggle continues. And through Song's distinctive lens, it looks ruthless, a little bit funny and all too real.
R. At area theaters. Contains profanity and brief sexual material. 109 minutes.
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'How to Train Your Dragon': Life lessons and eye-popping action
A live-action remake of the Oscar-nominated 2010 animated film offers a timely moral, along with visual delight.
By Michael O'Sullivan | 2025-06-12

Mason Thames as Hiccup with his Night Fury dragon, Toothless, in "How to Train Your Dragon." (Universal Pictures)


There are lessons to be learned in "How to Train Your Dragon," which tells the story of a weak and skinny teenage Viking who defies his dragon hunter father to, as the title spells out, domesticate a fire-breathing mythological beast. Lessons about generational discord, about demonizing the other -- here, one of a different species, not race, religion or political party -- and about how, when training, it is the teacher who learns as much as, if not more than, the student.
"Lots of lessons here," a mother was overheard to remark, with some surprise, after a recent screening. Mom nodded her head in agreement with her young child, who also couldn't help noticing the film's deeper meaning.
"Dragon" imparts these pearls of wisdom with verve and delight, in a telling that is as visually impressive as it is emotionally stirring. The dragons -- categorized by species like the two-headed Zippleback and the Gronckle, a sort of overstuffed couch with hummingbird wings -- are fantastical, but so are the Vikings, whose homeland is entirely that of the imagination, not Scandinavia.
But these things were equally true of the Oscar-nominated 2010 animated film of the same name, on which this live-action remake (live, except for the CGI dragons) is based. Written and directed by Dean DeBlois, who co-wrote and co-directed the original (with Chris Sanders) before helming its two sequels, the new movie need only be no worse than the first to justify its existence.
And it does meet that bar, if you discount the slight bad taste that might be left in your mouth from the naked greed of DreamWorks. Like Disney, which has been remaking its own catalogue of animated classics as "live-action" films -- a dubious classification if you consider the number of elves, fairies, genies, flying elephants and other fantastical creatures involved -- the studio has jumped on the money train, eager to persuade a new audience to buy tickets for the same thing it sold a previous generation. There's another lesson there about how Hollywood thinks.
I can't say that I mind too terribly in this case.
Full disclosure: It may have something to do with the fact that I have an 11-month-old rescue dog at home. The new film's titular dragon, dubbed Toothless for his retractable teeth, rendered in convincing CGI, is meant to remind viewers of a difficult, irascible pooch -- albeit one that also resembles a bat large enough to saddle up and ride through the sky like Pegasus. That makes for some neat aerial action sequences.

Astrid (Nico Parker) and Hiccup (Mason Thames) soar through the air aboard Toothless in "How to Train Your Dragon." (Universal Pictures)



Stoick (Gerard Butler) and Toothless in "How to Train Your Dragon." (Universal Pictures)


And so that's exactly what our adolescent hero Hiccup (Mason Thames) eventually does, much to the chagrin of his bloodthirsty dad, played by Gerard Butler in a reprise of the fulminating -- and inexplicably Scottish -- vocal role he originated in the first film as the Viking chieftain Stoick. While, in his village, Hiccup may be forced to train with other teens who are preparing to hunt dragons (who eat the Vikings' sheep), he's a lover, not a fighter. More tinkerer than soldier, Hiccup manages to capture a wounded Night Fury dragon with a weighted net, nursing it back to health and eventually teaching it to fly again, despite a broken tail fin.
The real lesson will come later, when Toothless will teach Hiccup -- and ultimately the other Vikings -- about the perils of blind hatred.
As good as the 2010 film was, there are actually a few more moments here that will leave animal lovers verklempt, given the realism of Toothless's rendering, especially in his sad, puppy-dog eyes, which are somehow both reptilian green and heart-melting.
But there may be another reason to see this "How to Train Your Dragon" now -- to, as it were, relearn its lessons, even if you've already seen the first film. (Or, for those who haven't, to discover them for the first time.)
Loosely based on the 2003 children's book by British writer Cressida Cowell, the film is, at its core, a cautionary tale about misjudging outsiders. In short, it's about prejudice. There's a line in the new "How to Train Your Dragon" that says it all: "I looked at him," Hiccup says of Toothless, whom he was taught to fear and kill, "and I saw myself."
The line also happens to be in the 2010 film, whose narrative the remake follows closely. But somehow it lands differently, and with a poignant urgency that startles, in 2025.
PG. At area theaters. Contains sequences of intense action and peril. 125 minutes.
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Former MTV host Ananda Lewis dies at 52
The former MTV veejay revealed her diagnosis of breast cancer in 2020, and said last year it had progressed to Stage 4.
By Herb Scribner | 2025-06-12

Ananda Lewis in 2019. (Paul Archuleta/Getty Images)


Ananda Lewis, whose prominence as an MTV host made her a television star of the 1990s, died after years of living with breast cancer, her family said in a social media post Wednesday. She was 52.
Her sister, Lakshmi, confirmed her death in a Facebook post: "She's free, and in His heavenly arms," she wrote. "Lord, rest her soul." Representatives for Lewis did not immediately respond to comment.
Lewis found stardom as a television host on BET's "Teen Summit," where she interviewed then-first lady Hillary Clinton in a segment that earned an NAACP Image Award. In 1999, the New York Times called her "the hip-hop generation's reigning It Girl" because of her rising popularity. Lewis worked as an MTV veejay for years and eventually began "The Ananda Lewis Show" in 2001.
Lewis publicly shared her diagnosis in October 2020, when her cancer was Stage 3. She told CNN in an October 2024 interview that she had been living with breast cancer for nearly six years and that it had progressed to Stage 4. She told CNN that her doctors had recommended a double mastectomy, but she opted for alternative care methods.
"I decided to keep my tumor and try to work it out of my body a different way," Lewis said, adding, "Looking back on that, I go, 'You know what, maybe I should have'" pursued the mastectomy.
Lewis said in the CNN interview that breast cancer -- the second-leading cause of cancer death in women, according to the American Cancer Society -- significantly changed her life. In an interview with The Washington Post in October 2024, Lewis said she faced backlash for declining the advice of her doctors, calling the double mastectomy a "radical, harsh and life-altering" surgery.
"To have to be attacked on top of it, it's like, no wonder people stay quiet, but I think it's even more important to share stories because other people can benefit from them," Lewis told The Post. "And you know, I'm tough. I can take it."
In January, Lewis wrote in an essay for Essence that women need to pay attention to their bodies to avoid cancer or to catch it early. "We're not meant to stay here forever," she wrote in the essay. "We come to this life, have experiences -- and then we go. Being real about that with yourself changes how you choose to live. I don't want to spend one more minute than I have to suffering unnecessarily. That, for me, is not the quality of life I'm interested in. When it's time for me to go, I want to be able to look back on my life and say, I did that exactly how I wanted to."
Praveena Somasundaram contributed to this report.
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Brian Wilson's musical imagination was truly oceanic 
Beach Boys bandleader Brian Wilson was a songwriting giant whose musical imagination felt deeper than the ocean and brighter than the sun.
By Chris Richards | 2025-06-11
On Nov. 16, 1966 -- six months to the day after the Beach Boys released "Pet Sounds," strangely enough -- Jorge Luis Borges was lecturing on English literature at the University of Buenos Aires, marveling over the fact that Samuel Taylor Coleridge wrote his epic seafaring poem "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner" before he had ever set eyes on the ocean. "The sea of his imagination," Borges said, "was vaster than the real one." He could have just as easily been talking about Brian Wilson, a songwriting giant who helped pen the likes of "Surfin' Safari," "Surfin' U.S.A.," and "Surfer Girl" without ever having learned how to drop in on a wave.
Yet somehow, Wilson's mind for music was truly oceanic, bringing deeply complicated melodies to gorgeously simple conclusions, repeatedly evoking the awesome power of surf crashing on a coastline. At the dawn of the Beach Boys, his work might have sounded like novelty music for kids enjoying the freedom and fun times of postwar America, but the harder Wilson leaned into the idea of sunny California as a blank-slated dreamworld where anyone might go to remake themselves, the more tension his music began to generate. For the dream to hold, everyone's imagination has to stay vaster than what's real.
Wilson -- whose death at 82 was announced Wednesday -- was born in 1942, the oldest of three brothers raised in the Los Angeles suburbs who, together, would grow up to change the mood and feel of American pop. He and his brothers, Carl and Dennis, loved singing in sibling harmony in the back seat of the family car, and by the time they were teenagers, they had started a group with their cousin Mike Love and their friend Al Jardine. Dennis was the Wilson brother who actually knew how to surf, and when he suggested that his oldest brother try to write songs about things teenagers liked, it seemed to set Brian's symphonic sensibilities in motion. "He had an orchestra in his head," Elton John said in the 2021 documentary film "Brian Wilson: Long Promised Road."

Brian Wilson, seen here circa 1965, began to spend more time in the recording studio as his mental health struggles made touring with the Beach Boys more difficult. (Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images)



The Beach Boys -- from left, Carl Wilson, Brian Wilson, Dennis Wilson, Mike Love and Al Jardine -- became famous for bright songs about surfing, sunshine, young love and fast cars. (Redferns/Getty Images)


Throughout the 1960s, Wilson used it to give the Beach Boys' adolescent sunshine music its haunted sadness, a contrast that first felt explicit with "In My Room," a hit ballad from the autumn of 1963. "There's a world where I can go and tell my secrets to," Wilson sings in his cherubic yawn, his bandmates' voices quickly joining him without spoiling the fragile loneliness of the scene. "In my room, in my room." The rest is teenage existentialism at its most refined:
"In this world I lock out all my worries and my fears.
In my room, in my room.
Do my dreaming and my scheming.
Lie awake and pray.
Do my crying and my sighing.
Laugh at yesterday.
Now it's dark and I'm alone but I won't be afraid."
As the Beach Boys grew into a cultural phenomenon, Wilson began hearing voices inside his head, both figuratively and literally. He battled schizoaffective disorder and depression, and with his mental health struggles slowing the band's touring, he famously took refuge in the recording studio, making his music increasingly more layered, more detailed, more expansive, more radiant. In 1966, the Beach Boys released "Pet Sounds," an album of symphonic pop that steered them away from commercial success, toward historical importance. Instead of radio-happy singles about cars and girls, these were meditations on the meaning of life and death, their depth and delicacy best embodied by "God Only Knows," a cosmic love pledge that has since been recognized as Wilson's great masterpiece. "If you should ever leave me," Carl Wilson sings with a beautiful droop, "though life would go on, believe me: The world could show nothing to me."

The 1966 album "Pet Sounds" stands among the Beach Boys' most acclaimed. In 2017, Wilson went on tour to perform the album live. (Daniel Knighton/Getty Images)


Oblivion kept reappearing in Brian Wilson's most gripping songs, his ghostly falsetto harmonies conjuring either angels sent to rescue us from it or the cursed souls lost therein. It's clearly the latter on "'Til I Die," the annihilating penultimate cut on "Surf's Up" from 1971. "I'm a cork on the ocean floating over the raging sea," goes the song's opening verse. "How deep is the ocean?" If you manage not to sink, there are still other ways to leave the face of this earth. Like "a rock in a landslide." Like "a leaf on a windy day." Wilson doesn't ask us to imagine our mortality. It's something we all know.
The sun and the void, then. If you've spent your life listening to Wilson's songs, you've probably noticed that one keeps getting brighter, while the other keeps growing darker. That's because the grand architecture of these magnificent songs creates space for meaning to gather. As this music brightens and dims, its ultimate meaning feels as unknowable as the ocean.

Brian Wilson circa 1961, near the dawn of the Beach Boys' recording career. (Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images)
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14 essential Brian Wilson songs, from surf rock to 'Pet Sounds'
Brian Wilson wrote some of the greatest pop music of all time. Here's where to start.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-06-11

Brian Wilson in the control room during the recording of "Pet Sounds" in 1966. (Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images)


If you enjoy most any kind of pop music, you're a cork in Brian Wilson's ocean. The principal songwriter and sonic architect of the Beach Boys, he bottled the vibes of Southern California -- and really, the American optimism of the early 1960s -- in dozens of hits (many of which contain the word "surf") before creating what is by broad consensus one of the great rock records of his or any era, "Pet Sounds." No one needs an introduction to this catalogue; it remains encoded in music's DNA. But we have some favorites. Don't you?
For Wilson, a bedroom was a kingdom of comfort, somewhere safe from the anxiety of performing. As his songs for the Beach Boys began to broaden beyond the hot-rod and surf themes, "In My Room" was a sign of things to come. With each line in the first verse adding an additional harmony atop, this single could act as a lullaby or first dance. But Wilson's waltzing doo-wop showcases a private kind of romance, a pull to the solace and calm that a room of one's own provides. -- Ethan Beck
Phil Spector rejected this -- can you imagine? Yeah, Wilson was recasting the Ronettes' immortal "Be My Baby," but that was the young songwriter's genius, taking the language that was pure and beautiful -- teenie-bopper pop -- and locating something divine. Penned with lyricist Roger Christian, it's a mid-tempo almost-ballad about an ill-fated car race with a lover's calming refrain: "Don't worry, baby/ everything will turn out all right." Wilson's vocal seems to race against the melody, his performance packed with romance, foreboding and regret. -- Jonathan L. Fischer
The early Beach Boys weren't just about the beach; they were also about cars. "Little Deuce Coupe?" A gem. "Little Honda." A bop. "Fun, Fun, Fun?" A Chuck Berry rip-off, for sure. (Mike Love, co-writing with Wilson, copped to listening to Berry's "Nadine.") That chorus -- "and she'll have fun, fun, fun till her daddy takes the T-Bird away" -- could pull anyone onto a gymnasium dance floor, but it's that "oo-wooooo" harmony that pops this song into third gear. -- J.L.F.
Like so many of the Beach Boys' early chart climbers, it was a song about a girl. Or was it? This stripped-down 1965 tune -- a cover of a minor doo-wop hit from seven years earlier -- noodled with the lady's name into abstraction, an almost contemplative chant. Ba-ba-ba, ba-ba-baran. It sounded like pure fun; in fact, it was a sop to the record company, which needed a holiday season release, but Brian was busy with "Pet Sounds," his not-yet-ready masterpiece. So he got the guys back in the studio to record their "Party!" album -- loose, acoustic, mostly covers. "Barbara Ann" sounds like a bridge from the band's easygoing surfing era to its sonic experiments still to come. The magic is in the casual chatter and laughter caught on the track. Were they having fun? We didn't know yet that the Beach Boys were depressive child stars, that Brian was a control freak ready to fight his bandmates over the phrasing of a single lyric. But that elusive party sound could make us think these were real boys, real friends, just chilling out with some tunes. -- Amy Argetsinger
A sunny ode to going "all around this great big world" and seeing "all kinda girls," "California Girls" is laced with infectious harmonies and a U.S. tour's worth of locations. Kicking things off with an orchestral prelude, Wilson smuggled larger sonic ambitions into a familiar, early-Beach Boys pop rock sound. This "hymn to youth," as Wilson described it, sails off into the distance on the strength of the bouncing organ part and a whirling bass line. The absolute peak is on the final chorus, where the instrumentation played by the Wrecking Crew is completely submerged by Wilson family harmonies. -- E.B.
The sound of this bouncy, sunset tune radiates good vibes, but there's something more desperate going on -- the singer (in this case, Beach Boy Al Jardine) is begging for the attentions of the woman in the title after another has rejected him. Anyone named Rhonda has had this song sung to them, for better or worse, and its pop-cultural half-life underscores its slightly iffy power. "Help Me, Rhonda" became a talking point in 2021 when it figured into an episode of Marvel's "WandaVision" -- a witchy show about superheroes, yes, but also one about grief, a lost love and what we do when we're despondent. Not off-base at all. -- Herb Scribner
If "God Only Knows" is arguably Wilson's greatest gift to civilization, "Good Vibrations" represents the measure of everything he could do squeezed into one brilliant bouillon cube of a single. Overlapping with the creation of "Pet Sounds," this global smash of a "pocket symphony" used the studio itself as its canvas, with dozens of musicians playing a battery of instruments -- the electro-theremin! The ocarina! -- for a baroque marvel of pastiche pop. Groundbreaking in its multipart structure, pure cotton candy in its lyrics, "Good Vibrations" sounded like nothing else before or since, and it fired the imaginations of musical rivals with names such as Lennon and McCartney. (Hello, "Sgt. Pepper.") It remains an unalloyed ode to creative joy and a burst of light before the darkness fell. -- Ty Burr
Wilson made the prosaic profound and the personal universal, so here's my own story: As with a lot of people, "Pet Sounds" is a particularly important album to me. I discovered it in college, and this opening track perfectly captured the possibility and freedom of experiencing one's first adult relationship -- no surveillance, no curfews, just some measured dreams. I played the record constantly, even from the speakers at the Fullerton arboretum in California, where I worked as a gardener. Young adulthood is a time of terrifying uncertainty, and Wilson spikes the song's optimism, singing, "You know it seems the more we talk about it/ It only makes it worse to live without it." But then he adds. "But let's talk about it." The moments may not last, but they matter. -- Gene Park
As a child of the Pacific, I have a natural love of music from island nations. I instantly recognized this West Indies folk classic, transformed by Wilson's pining voice in two of the verses. Of course, it's a perfect shanty for karaoke, and the best nights of my life were singing "I feel so broke up, I wanna go home" shoulder to shoulder with other drunk and broken island boys, lost in rough oceans metaphoric and literal. -- G.P.
Between its pitter-patter percussion, jaunty pianos and Carl Wilson's boyish, elastic singing, "God Only Knows" remains possibly the all-time greatest love song. Inspired by co-writer Tony Asher's love of swooning jazz standards, the pair of Asher and Brian Wilson arrived at a few straightforward, extraordinary sentiments about what losing love looks like. Few and far between are the moments more romantic in pop music than when Carl sings, "What good would living do me?" and his voice rises into falsetto. As the horns interject, and Hal Blaine's thundering drum rolls ratchet up the heartache toward the end, it's apparent why "God Only Knows" is Paul McCartney's favorite song. -- E.B.
The closer of "Pet Sounds" remains one of the Beach Boys' thorniest and most disillusioned songs. "Caroline, No" is where the surfing fantasies and teen romances of the early 1960s curdle into the harsh reality of early adulthood. While working on "Pet Sounds," Wilson had been married for three years, facing the early years of mental health struggles that defined much of his life, and was uncertain about all of it. Between the uneasy, flickering harpsichord and the clattering woodblock hits, the song's ornamental construction fades into the chaos of the barking of animals and a train passing by. -- E.B.
A full-band version, completed by Brian and Carl Wilson, can be found on the 1971 album of the same title, but buried in the wreckage of the 1966 "Smile" sessions that finally saw release in 2011 is a solo piano version that guts everyone who hears it: Brian Wilson alone in a room with nothing but his genius. The demo lilts gently through the song's complex, multichambered structure, with Van Dyke Parks's cryptic lyrics registering as little more than sound, but in the final section, as Wilson sings the words "a children's song," his voice soars into a heartbreaking cadenza of wordless emotion -- the sound of a sadness purged of everything extraneous and made pure. For the remainder of the song, as Wilson repeats that cry over a piano part that finally just peters out, he sounds like nothing other than the loneliest man on Earth. -- T.B.
One version of Wilson's creative story crests with the transcendent "Pet Sounds" and crashes to an end with "Smile," the "teenage symphony to God" that he failed to complete amid mental health struggles. But there was so much more to a career in which he was no longer the auteur of the Beach Boys, but he still kicked in heaters to the more democratic version of the group that persisted into the '70s and '80s. Like "This Whole World," from 1970's "Sunflower," one of a number of poor-selling records that has since been rediscovered by younger fans. With key changes and a weird structure, it's formally wild but undeniably pop, a recluse's love paeon with a gorgeous Carl Wilson lead vocal and pirouetting harmonies, all in under two minutes. -- J.L.F.
Wilson's musical well had nearly gone dry, but he channeled his fear and frailty into one final gem before going away for a while. After years of teaming with lyricists, this time the words came straight from his soul. "I'm a leaf on a windy day," Wilson and the Boys sang in exquisite harmony. "Pretty soon I'll be blown away." Next time someone dismisses Wilson as merely a purveyor of "Fun, Fun, Fun," play them this. -- Shay Quillen

The Beach Boys circa 1962. From left, Brian Wilson, Mike Love, Dennis Wilson, Carl Wilson and David Marks. (Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images)
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Diddy trial recap: Ex-girlfriend 'Jane' gives emotional testimony over love for Sean Combs
Sean "Diddy" Combs's federal sex-trafficking trial continued on Day 21 with anonymous witness "Jane" under cross-examination over 'hotel nights' and text messages.

By Anne Branigin, Janay Kingsberry, Samantha Chery, Avi Selk, Carla Spartos, Wesley Parnell | 2025-06-12
Nearly a month into Sean "Diddy" Combs's federal sex-trafficking trial, his lawyers on Wednesday continued cross-examining a former girlfriend as they try to undermine her account of being charmed into a relationship with the record producer in 2021, only to spend the next 31/2 years having sex with other men at his behest and against her wishes.
The cross-examination turned feisty Tuesday afternoon, as defense attorney Teny Geragos pressed Jane -- a court-approved alias to protect the ex-girlfriend's privacy -- about sexually explicit texts she sent Combs and lavish gifts he bought her. "How much does my body cost?" Jane snapped at Geragos when asked the cost of a Bottega bag, before the judge chided her for avoiding questions.
Alongside Casandra "Cassie" Ventura, who testified last month about being coerced to have sex with male escorts when she dated Combs in the 2010s, Jane is a crucial witness for the government's contention that Combs used his money, employees, influence, threats and violence to turn women into sexual puppets. He has pleaded not guilty to charges of sex trafficking, racketeering conspiracy and transportation to engage in prostitution, and could be sentenced to life in prison if convicted on all counts. Court started late Wednesday, a bit before 1 p.m. New York time.
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-06-11

"Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore" is on view at the Irene and Richard Frary Gallery through Sept. 6. (Poll Bravo for Johns Hopkins University)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER
Four summer exhibitions open Saturday: "David A. Douglas: Intersections," "Soaring (Narsha)," "The Teen Experience" and "Anarchy Loosed Upon the World: Vintage Photographs of the War in Vietnam." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
"LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM
"Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate.
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through August. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through December. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"How to Be a Power Player: Tudor Edition," through July 31. More than 60 objects from the Folger collection exemplify social climbing in Tudor England. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Intrinsic Beauty: Celebrating the Art of Textiles," through Saturday. The museum celebrates its 100-year anniversary with a showcase of its collection's masterworks.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN
"Setting Sail: The Story of Sea Cloud," through Sunday. Photographs, models, paintings and more tell the story of the sailing yacht built by Marjorie Merriweather Post and husband E.F. Hutton in the early 20th century.
"From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Jan. 3, 2027. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM
"Bond in Motion," through September. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
*IRENE AND RICHARD FRARY GALLERY
"Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore," though Sept. 6. Johns Hopkins's D.C. campus displays the work of more than a dozen Baltimore artists. 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. washingtondc.jhu.edu
KREEGER MUSEUM
"Water in the Gas," Saturday through Aug. 23. Spanning 1934 to 1965, a selection of works from the museum's collection reflects themes of citizenship, censorship, industry, labor and sovereignty. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005.
"C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON
"Portals," through Sept. 7. Paintings, sculptures and installations investigate the myriad ways in which a portal can be defined, from a physical passage to a mystical gateway.
"Olivia Tripp Morrow: (Un)tethered," through Sept. 7. The museum's resident artist uses embroidery, fiber-based installations and sculptural works to reflect on her experience caring for her mother during a brief battle with cancer. 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 
"Road to Revolution," through Aug. 6, 2026. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through June 30. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Oct. 5. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter 2026. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August 2026. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Elizabeth Catlett: A Black Revolutionary Artist," through July 6. More 150 works from the D.C.-born sculptor and graphic artist capture the injustices she witnessed living in the United States and Mexico.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 3. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through July 6. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"Body Transformed: Contemporary South Asian Photographs and Prints," through Aug. 17. A selection of works focused on the human form from the likes of Krishna Reddy, Chitra Ganesh and Jyoti Bhatt.
"Delighting Krishna: Paintings of the Child-God," through Aug. 24. For the first time since the 1970s, 14 pichwais -- paintings of Krishna on cotton cloth -- are on view.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26, 2026. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Uncanny," through Aug. 10. A variety of artworks connected by themes of surreal imaginings, unsafe spaces and the uncanny valley.
"A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," through Sept. 28. More than 40 objects document the Women's Studio Workshop's history as a champion of book arts for marginalized communities.
"Guerrilla Girls: Making Trouble," through Sept. 28. The Guerrilla Girls artist collective marks its 40th anniversary with a visual timeline of its works, which explore politics, environmental issues, pop culture and gender disparity in the arts.
"Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Essex Hemphill: Take Care of Your Blessings," through Aug. 31. A presentation of works from artists who knew the 20th-century poet and activist, as well as those inspired by him decades later. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"We Gather at the Edge: Contemporary Quilts by Black Women Artists," through June 22. A collection of 35 quilts examines Black history and culture through textile traditions.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM
"American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2, 2026. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Harvey Weinstein convicted of sexual assault in New York retrial
Harvey Weinstein has been convicted on one charge and acquitted on another, while the jury will continue deliberating on a third count.
By Herb Scribner | 2025-06-11

Former film producer Harvey Weinstein in court for his retrial on May 30. (Jefferson Siegel/Pool/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Harvey Weinstein was convicted Wednesday by a New York jury of one charge of committing a criminal sexual act in his sexual assault retrial, a decision that comes more than a year after his 2020 conviction was overturned.
The jury acquitted Weinstein on a separate criminal sex act charge involving Kaja Sokola, a former model who testified that Weinstein sexually assaulted her in 2006 when she was 19 years old, but has been unable to reach a verdict on a third charge stemming from an incident in 2013. The jury was expected to continue deliberations on that charge on Thursday.
Sokola said she was "relieved" by the decision, which could keep the disgraced Hollywood producer behind bars.
"Coming forward was the hardest thing I've ever done. I shared my story publicly, I testified under oath, and I relived my trauma, all at a personal cost -- so that the world would know the truth," she wrote in a statement. "I owed it to myself, and to the other women who survived him, to make sure that the world knows what kind of man Harvey Weinstein is. Speaking out was an act of power and it allowed me to reclaim the pride and confidence he tried to take from me."
Sokola's lawyer, Lindsay M. Goldbrum, wrote in a statement that "Kaja may not have received the verdict she deserved, but her truth was heard, and it helped bring down a man who believed he was untouchable."
One of Weinstein's other accusers, former production assistant Miriam Haley, told reporters Wednesday she was thankful for the jury's verdict.
"Testifying in the face of constant disruptions, victim shaming and deliberate attempts to distort the truth was exhausting and at times dehumanizing," Haley said. "But today's verdict gives me hope -- hope that there's new awareness around sexual violence and that the myth of the perfect victim is fading. And I hope that this result empowers others to speak out and seek justice."
"This trial was fair until we got to the jury deliberations," Weinstein's publicist, Juda Engelmayer, said in a statement to The Washington Post. "More than one juror had complained that other jurors had preconceived notions and are using their beliefs of Harvey's life as evidence of guilt. The Foreman said he was threatened by other jurors. We believe there are serious appellate issues and they will be explored."
On Friday, juror drama threatened to divert the case. One juror complained to the judge that other jurors were talking about and treating another member of their group unfairly, behavior he called "playground stuff," according to the Associated Press. But the judge still denied the defense team's earlier mistrial request, because the discussions that concerned the juror didn't seem to involve trial evidence and possibly suggested that the juror's "youth makes him uncomfortable with conflict."
In an exclusive interview after closing arguments, Weinstein told Fox5, "I have regrets that I put my family through this, that I put my wife through this, and I acted immorally. I put so many friends through this and hurt people that were close to me by actions that were stupid. ... But never illegal, never criminal, never anything."
Weinstein was first found guilty of sex crimes in 2020 and sentenced to 23 years in prison. In 2024, a New York court overturned the decision, ruling that the original trial's judge had improperly allowed three women to testify about allegations that Weinstein was not on trial for. Prosecutors added a third sex crime charge for the retrial.
Weinstein, 73, pleaded not guilty and has denied all allegations of sexual assault. His attorneys argued that anything that happened between him and his accusers was consensual.
Prosecutors alleged in the retrial that Weinstein used his power as a high-profile media figure to influence victims emotionally and physically. Three women -- Haley, Sokola and former aspiring actress Jessica Mann -- alleged in graphic and emotional testimony that Weinstein said he'd help them with their careers but later preyed on them in private.
Weinstein, who did not testify in the trial, watched from the defense table as his accusers testified, sometimes speaking to his attorneys and other times shaking his head, according to the Associated Press.
In the 2020 trial, Weinstein was found guilty of a first-degree criminal sex act of forcing oral sex on Haley at his apartment in 2006. He was also found guilty of a third-degree rape of Mann at a hotel in 2013.
But in April 2024, his conviction was overturned by the New York Court of Appeals, which suggested a retrial since prosecutors had called women to the stand whose accusations were not the basis for the charges. Those accusers alleged Weinstein forced them into unwanted sexual encounters.
The decision to overturn his conviction was deemed an upset by the #MeToo movement, which was supercharged in 2017 after stories from the New York Times and the New Yorker reported that Weinstein had sexually abused and harassed women for years. This inspired more women to come forward against the mogul and other powerful men across entertainment.
Weinstein has been imprisoned at Rikers Island in New York after receiving a 16-year sentence after a 2022 trial for a separate case in California. In that case, he was convicted of rape, forced oral sex and sexual misconduct. He is appealing that case. Weinstein didn't testify at previous trials in New York and California.
Weinstein has faced health issues during his time in prison. In April, a court approved his request to stay at Bellevue Hospital, a Manhattan facility that he's visited. Weinstein was brought in and out of the courtroom in a wheelchair.
Samantha Chery and Shayna Jacobs contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/style/2025/06/11/harvey-weinstein-sexual-assault-retrial-verdict/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Why does Trump like 'Les Mis'? The many meanings of the megamusical.
"Les Miserables," the centerpiece of the president's Kennedy Center fundraiser, has had broad appeal across the political spectrum over four decades.
By Zachary Pincus-Roth | 2025-06-11

The barricade scene in the U.S. tour of "Les Miserables." (Matthew Murphy/Kennedy Center)


Claudia Salazar had the crazy idea to produce "Les Miserables" in Venezuela in 2019, at the height of the demonstrations raging against the authoritarian President Nicolas Maduro, when violence scarred the streets and citizens struggled to find food and medical care.
"I decided that my biggest protest was to put on 'Les Mis' in the country that was living 'Les Mis,'" recalls Salazar, now 39.
During rehearsals, the company lost power for several days; the threat of violence sent the director fleeing home to London for a bit. But when the show finally went up at the Teatro Teresa Carreno in Caracas, it sold out most of its 12-performance run.
"They came from the streets to the stage," she says of the cast. "They knew exactly what they were portraying to the audience."
"Siento libertad," one audience member said as she left the theater: I feel freedom.
"Les Miserables" has sparked all sorts of feelings in the 130 million people who have seen it over the past 40 years, since the musical based on Victor Hugo's 1862 epic novel first opened on the London stage in 1985. "I love the songs, I love the play," President Donald Trump proclaimed ahead of its return to the Kennedy Center this week through July 13, the first Broadway musical tour to arrive since his takeover of the institution. Trump has organized a fundraiser for the center around the first night's performance Wednesday, with guests paying up to $2 million. A chunk of the main cast plans to boycott.
Some may hear a dissonance between the show's values and Trump's; for others in this left-leaning city, the three hours in the Opera House could be portal to a better world, like how "The West Wing" became a balm to liberals during Trump's first term. But theatergoers across the political spectrum have long seen themselves in the populist uprising at the center of the story -- and with its romance and heroism, "Les Mis" can appeal to the hearts and minds of just about anyone.

A 2019 production of "Les Miserables" in Caracas, Venezuela. (Hiram Vergani/Teresa Carreno Theater)


The tour's last stop before D.C. was at the Stranahan Theater in Toledo, a Democratic stronghold of an increasingly red state, where some theatergoers at Saturday's matinee found their politics reinforced.
"I first saw 'Les Mis' in the late 1980s on Broadway when my friends and I were the 'angry men' because so many people were dying of AIDS -- and every time I've seen it again, it has reminded me of how important resistance is," recalled retired hairdresser Will Lawson, 68, of Toledo. "You can't watch it today and not relate it to the cruelty of the current administration toward people who are undocumented, can you?"
Jerri Carpenter, 50, a ride-share driver from Milan, Michigan, saw parallels between the protagonist, Jean Valjean, and Trump, in having been "wrongly accused, never given the benefit of the doubt, constantly hounded and chased by the Democrats."
The lyric "the blood of the martyrs will water the meadows of France" resonated with retired autoworker Grant Parson, 66, who lives near Perrysburg, Ohio, and said he volunteered for Vice President JD Vance's 2022 Senate campaign.
"That's pretty close to that line about the tree of liberty needing blood, isn't it?" he asked. (Thomas Jefferson's 1787 quote "The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time by the blood of patriots and tyrants," has long been a right-wing slogan.) The MAGA movement is about the "angry people" taking back power and making the world more fair for everyone, Parson said.
Donna Winchester of Toledo agreed. "I'm sure the liberals and the fake-news media will say that 'Les Mis' is anti-Trump," she said, while rolling up the windows of a Jeep adorned with stickers mocking "wokeness" and LGBTQ pride. "I think we can all agree the songs are great."
These days, when the prisoners sing, "Look down, look down, you're here until you die," some on the left might remember the administration sending Kilmar Abrego Garcia and 260 other Salvadorans and Venezuelans to El Salvador's Terrorism Confinement Center. Others, on the right, may recall the defendants in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol singing "The Star-Spangled Banner" in jail. The show's student uprising may bring to mind law enforcement's clashes with the Los Angeles protests of Trump's administration immigration crackdown.
When the impoverished Fantine is forced to give up her child or gets sick, some might think of Trump's big tax bill, which the Congressional Budget Office estimates will shift resources from the bottom 10th of income earners to the top 10th, with 8.6 million people losing access to health insurance. (Even in the "Sesame Street" parody, a Frenchman named Jean Bon-Bon, brought to life by Cookie Monster, learns to share his cookies.)
"The values of 'Les Miserables' are completely antithetical to the current administration," says David Bellos, a Princeton University professor and author of "The Novel of the Century: The Extraordinary Adventure of Les Miserables." The story, he says, "is a plea for charity and mercy. It shows you that the law when applied without mercy or charity is cruel and absurd."
Its anthem "Do You Hear the People Sing?," sung by the protesters in the 1832 anti-monarchist student uprising in Paris (not the French Revolution, as historians will remind you), has been borrowed by a global multitude of protest groups, including in Belarus, the Philippines, Turkey and South Korea. Tom Hooper, director of the 2012 movie adaptation, compared the plotline to Occupy Wall Street. A 2014 modern-dress production in Dallas alluded to the Arab Spring, among other movements.
In 2002, the Chinese government invited the show to be the nation's first full-scale Western musical, in part because Hugo is so popular there. But after Hong Kong protest movements deployed the show's stirring anthem in 2014 and 2019, Chinese authorities reportedly blocked the tune from streaming services.

The modern-dress 2014 production of "Les Miserables" at Dallas Theater Center. (Karen Almond/Dallas Theater Center)


Trump used the song as his entrance music to a 2016 Miami rally, where a screen graphic behind him read "Les Deplorables" -- a scoff at Hillary Clinton for calling a segment of Trump supporters a "basket of deplorables." The show's producer Cameron Mackintosh and other copyright owners released a statement saying that they "were not asked for permission and did not authorize or endorse usage ... and have never done so for any of the songs from the musical for this or any other political event." Nonetheless, Trump cued it up again for his 2022  announcement that he was running again, and the U.S. Army Chorus performed it at the White House Governors Ball in February.
"President Trump is a virtuoso and his musical choices represent a brilliant palette of vibrant colors when others often paint in pale pastels," Steven Cheung, White House communications director, said in a statement. "... There is nobody more uniquely qualified to bring this country, and its rich history of the arts, back to prominence."
Representatives from the Kennedy Center and the U.S. Army did not comment for this story. The touring production declined interview requests for the cast and the current and original creative teams, and Mackintosh was traveling and unavailable for an interview.
When asked about the show's politics in 2017, Mackintosh carefully toed the line. "It's all about passionate beliefs," the British producer told Washingtonian, "which certainly on both sides of the divide is what's happening in your country and indeed in ours."
Hugo's original 1862 novel was a phenomenon, and arguably helped inspire universal primary education and other liberal-minded initiatives. Working-class Parisians would band together to buy a single copy and spend evenings reading it aloud. But it was also so popular among Confederate soldiers that the Army of Northern Virginia came to call it, and themselves, "Lee's Miserables."
Salazar says that even Maduro loyalists appreciated her Caracas "Les Mis." His predecessor and mentor, Hugo Chavez, was a fan of the novel -- a New Yorker story after his death quoted him as saying that socialism "clicked for him" after he read it. "They took it upon themselves to see: 'This is the 'Les Mis' we believe in. This is also our revolution,'" Salazar says, adding, "That's the beauty of art. It belongs to all of us."

Nick Cartell as Jean Valjean in the U.S. tour of "Les Miserables," directed by Laurence Connor and James Powell. (Matthew Murphy and Evan Zimmerman/Kennedy Center)


Hugo witnessed the arrest of a man for stealing a loaf of bread -- a poignant moment that inspired his singularly appealing protagonist Valjean. The author imagined the man's struggle to get back on his feet after 19 years in prison; the pitiable peasant steals from a sympathetic bishop, who later shields him from the authorities. It inspires Valjean to become an "honest man," a businessman and mayor, displaying astonishing strength and generosity, even as he arouses the suspicions of an Inspector Javert against the backdrop of the student uprising.
"He's a bit of a Hercules, a bit of a Christ figure, a bit of an action hero and all the way through a moral hero," says Bellos, the professor, whose book notes the existence of least 65 "Les Mis" screen versions -- from silent film to anime -- not to mention loose adaptations such as "The Fugitive."
The version that made its way to Broadway and regional theater around the world is propelled by the affecting songs composed by Claude-Michel Schonberg, notably "I Dreamed a Dream," which Anne Hathaway sang to win an Oscar and Aretha Franklin belted out at an inauguration event for President Bill Clinton. (Not everyone was enchanted: Barack and Michelle Obama bonded over their dislike for the show, she wrote in her memoir.)
"Frankly, it's pop music from the '80s, so it has an enduring quality," says Jason Moore, who directed the a cappella movie "Pitch Perfect" after a decade overseeing "Les Mis" stage productions.
"The thing that's unifying about it is the spiritual message, the endurance of the human soul, the hope that is engendered by climbing toward the light," he says, citing its climactic lyric: To love another person is to see the face of God.
"That's basically the whole show," Moore says.
He observed that Latter-day Saints especially liked "Les Mis," and in the conservative city of Salt Lake City, auditions would attract several hundred actors, and audiences would applaud at the beginning of songs. "It was like being at a god---- rock concert."

Mya Rena Hunter as Eponine in the U.S. tour. (Matthew Murphy/Kennedy Center)


"It was sort of a cathartic way for me to feel big, sweeping emotions a safer way," recalls Melissa Juarez, 37, who grew up Mormon in rural Idaho and watched the 10th-anniversary concert every Sunday for five years.
As an awkward teen, she identified with Eponine, who sings of her unrequited love for Marius in "On My Own." Now, as a parent, she relates to Valjean, who adopts Cosette and later carries a wounded Marius through the Paris sewers to save his life. "He didn't want Cosette to be with Marius," she says, "but he is actively trying to protect him and sacrificing his life and health and well-being, because that's what he knows his daughter will appreciate."
The original London production drew mixed reviews, but set designer John Napier remembers women leaving the first performance with mascara running down their cheeks.
"It makes you feel like a good person, a better person, to have watched it and listened to it and been moved by it, and have sympathy for the poor and dispossessed," says Roger Allam, who originated Javert in London. "I think that was a big hook for the audience and still is 40 years later."
There was also Napier's sculptural set built around a turntable to accommodate the book's formidable array of characters. "It was very much to do with bringing people into the foreground from out of the darkness," he says. "And it was magical."
Not to mention the instantly iconic marketing poster, which Russ Eglin -- the same designer behind the classic logos for "Cats," "The Phantom of the Opera" and "Miss Saigon" -- adapted from the novel's Cosette illustration.

A 1989 Washington Post Outlook section adapted the logo of "Les Miserables" for a story about the legacy of Tiananmen Square. (The Washington Post)


Almost from the start, the do-good ethos of "Les Mis" put it at the center of fundraising efforts and cast activism -- for the Amazon rainforest; for victims of the 1988 airline bombing over Lockerbie, Scotland; and for Amnesty International, prompted by the Tiananmen Square massacre.
When the show came to the Kennedy Center in 1988, about 10 cast members worked in a shelter kitchen every Friday and invited 150 people experiencing homelessness to a matinee.
"I cried a lot because I have a little boy who's living with his father now and who I haven't always been such a good mother to," said an unidentified 22-year-old woman, quoted in The Washington Post. "It made me want to run to a phone and call my son and tell him I'll do a lot better."
Steve Friess in Toledo contributed to this report.
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Marshon Lattimore is out to show he's not the 'timid' CB we saw last year
Also on the second day of minicamp, wide receiver Noah Brown was carted off the practice field with an injury.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-06-12

Commanders cornerback Marshon Lattimore said a hamstring injury last year prevented him from playing up to his standard. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Marshon Lattimore was off last season. The hamstring injury that sidelined him for much of his first year with Washington affected his play and his transition to the Commanders.
The numbers on the field said plenty. The film showed him even more.
"I could tell in my game when I watched film. I could tell in how I was stepping," Lattimore said Wednesday after the Commanders' minicamp practice. "I looked timid in my game. Now, just being out there these past two days, I feel way better."
The cornerback, who arrived via trade from New Orleans in early November while still rehabilitating the injury, struggled in most of his five games with the Commanders. But Wednesday, in his first public comments since last season ended, Lattimore said he feels great and is eager to prove himself on the field.
"Just the burst and getting out of my breaks and all of that," he said. "That [injury] takes a lot out of you, and it takes a long time to heal. I was just trying to battle through that. Now that I've had a full offseason, I feel explosive."
Lattimore didn't suit up for Washington until Week 15 because of the injury. He wasn't targeted once in coverage in his debut against his former team, the Saints.
His subsequent outing, against the Philadelphia Eagles, didn't go as smoothly. Lattimore gave up five catches and a touchdown in coverage and was flagged three times for pass interference before exiting early because of the hamstring injury.
Lattimore sat out the final two games of the regular season and returned for the playoffs, during which he allowed 10 catches for 154 yards and a touchdown in coverage. In his five games with the Commanders, he was flagged five times for pass interference, setting up 20 points for the opponents.
Lattimore acknowledged he was pressing to prove himself.
"I just wanted to prove that they made the right decision, obviously," he said. "So I just wanted to get out there and show what I could do. I was hurt, but I don't want to make excuses. I was out there. ... If I was good enough to play, I can be evaluated on that. It is what it is. I just want to get out this year and show what I can do."
After the season, General Manager Adam Peters expressed confidence in Lattimore and reiterated his injury hindered his adjustment.
Lattimore said it wasn't until he allowed his body to rest and then resumed his training that he started to feel like himself. He avoided heavy lifting and kept his workouts focused on regaining explosiveness.
"Just getting a full offseason to get healthy, I feel great," he said. "I've been working a lot to be in better shape than I was last year, obviously dealing with the injury. ... I just want to get out there and be explosive."
Wide receiver Noah Brown was carted off the practice field after going down during one of the final seven-on-seven reps. Brown caught a short pass over the middle from Marcus Mariota and stayed on the ground for a bit before slowly standing and limping off the field.
Brown threw his helmet in frustration after reaching the sideline, then stood, hunched over, with team athletic trainers by his side. He then got on the cart and was wheeled to the facility.
The details and the severity of his injury are not yet known. Teams do not have to disclose injury information during the offseason.
Wideout Michael Gallup is also injured -- he has a strained hamstring, according to a person with knowledge of the situation -- and was not on the field Tuesday or Wednesday.
The upcoming break before training camp could be enough to help Gallup get back on the field. Should Brown be dealing with anything serious, the Commanders could add to their receiving corps before camp.
While they continue working on a new deal for wide receiver Terry McLaurin, the Commanders gave safety and special teams ace Jeremy Reaves a one-year extension, keeping him under contract through 2026, according to a person with knowledge of the deal.
Reaves, 28, is one of the longest-tenured and most respected Commanders players, joining the franchise's practice squad after the Philadelphia Eagles waived him in 2018. An undrafted free agent out of South Alabama, Reaves was cut by Washington multiple times in his first four seasons with the club before signing to the active roster in 2022.
That season, after serving as Tress Way's punt protector, Reaves was voted first-team all-pro and was selected to the Pro Bowl as a special teams player, capping a remarkable rise.
Reaves's 2023 season was cut short by a knee injury, but he returned in 2024 and was voted one of the team's postseason captains.
"This is a true Commander, one of our heavy hitters and an absolute all-around BMF [bad motherf---er] in every way," Coach Dan Quinn said. "... He affects all sides of the ball, and that's kind of the best part about our team. It's not like, 'Hey, I'm just over here with the defense or just on the special teams.' We're one team, and I love that. And Jeremy represents that about as strongly as anybody could. Now, the performance side, man, you feel him with the speed and the tackling and the toughness. We really value what he brings to us, on and off the field."
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