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    Iranian missiles hit a hospital and wound over 200. Israel threatens Iran's top leader
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            Separate Iranian strikes also hit a high-rise apartment building in Tel Aviv and other sites in central Israel. Authorities in Israel said at least 40 people were wounded. (AP video shot by: Alon Bernstein)
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            An Iranian missile slammed into the main hospital in southern Israel early Thursday, wounding people and causing "extensive damage," according to a spokesperson. Israeli media aired footage of blown-out windows and heavy black smoke.
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            Israel has attacked Iran's Arak heavy water reactor, Iranian state television said Thursday. The report said there was "no radiation danger whatsoever" and that the facility had already been evacuated before the attack.
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            Israel's air defense intercepted missiles fired from Iran over Tel Aviv on Thursday morning as the two countries continued to exchange airstrikes and missiles.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Smokes raises from a building of the Soroka hospital complex after it was hit by a missile fired from Iran in Beersheba, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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            Smokes raises from a building of the Soroka hospital complex after it was hit by a missile fired from Iran in Beersheba, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Patients rest outdoors after a building of the Soroka hospital complex was hit by a missile fired from Iran in Beersheba, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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            Patients rest outdoors after a building of the Soroka hospital complex was hit by a missile fired from Iran in Beersheba, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Personal objects at the site of a direct hit from an Iranian missile strike in an apartment in Ramat Gan, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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            Personal objects at the site of a direct hit from an Iranian missile strike in an apartment in Ramat Gan, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A baby is evacuated from the site of a direct hit from an Iranian missile strike in Ramat Gan, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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            A baby is evacuated from the site of a direct hit from an Iranian missile strike in Ramat Gan, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Israeli air defense system fires to intercept missiles during an Iranian attack over Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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            Israeli air defense system fires to intercept missiles during an Iranian attack over Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            SAM MEDNICK, NATALIE MELZER, JON GAMBRELL and MELANIE LIDMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BEERSHEBA, Israel (AP) -- Israel's defense minister threatened Iran's supreme leader on Thursday after Iranian missiles crashed into a major hospital in southern Israel and hit residential buildings near Tel Aviv, wounding at least 240 people. As rescuers wheeled patients out of the smoldering hospital, Israeli warplanes launched their latest attack on the country's nuclear program.
Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz blamed Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei for Thursday's barrage and said the military "has been instructed and knows that in order to achieve all of its goals, this man absolutely should not continue to exist."
While it remained unclear whether U.S. President Donald Trump would task American forces to join Israel's sweeping campaign against Iran's military and nuclear program, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said he trusted that Trump would "do what's best for America."

    
"I can tell you that they're already helping a lot," Netanyahu said from the rubble and shattered glass around the Soroka Medical Center in Israel's southern city of Beersheba. 
U.S. officials said earlier this week that Trump had vetoed an Israeli plan to kill Khamenei. Trump later said there were no plans to kill him, "at least not for now."



    
        




    




The U.S. has been weighing whether to join Israel's attack by striking Iran's well-defended Fordo uranium enrichment facility, which is buried under a mountain and widely considered to be out of reach of all but America's "bunker-buster" bombs.

    
    
    
The conflict began last Friday with a surprise wave of Israeli airstrikes targeting nuclear and military sites, senior officers and nuclear scientists. At least 639 people, including 263 civilians, have been killed in Iran and more than 1,300 wounded, according to a Washington-based Iranian human rights group.
Iran has retaliated by firing hundreds of missiles and drones, killing at least 24 people in Israel and wounding hundreds.

    
More than 200 wounded, including dozens in the hospital strike 
At least 240 people were wounded by the latest Iranian attack on Israel, among them 80 wounded in the strike on the Soroka Medical Center. The vast majority were lightly wounded, as much of the hospital building had been evacuated in recent days. 
Israel's Home Front Command said that one of the Iranian ballistic missiles fired Thursday morning had been rigged with fragmenting cluster munitions. Rather than a conventional warhead, the missile carries dozens of submunitions that can explode on impact, showering small bomblets around a large geographic area and posing major safety risks on the ground.
The Israeli military did not say where the missile with the cluster munition warhead had been fired.
Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard insisted that it had not sought to strike the hospital and claimed the attack hit an Israeli military intelligence compound near the Gav-Yam Negev advanced technologies park, some three kilometers (2 miles) from the hospital. An elite technological unit of the Israeli military has a branch campus in the area, according to the tech park's website.

    
The Israeli army did not respond to a request for comment. An Israeli military official, speaking on condition of anonymity in line with regulations, acknowledged that there was no specific intelligence that Iran had planned to target the hospital. 
Many hospitals in Israel, including Soroka, had activated emergency plans in the past week. They converted underground parking garages to wards and moved patients to them, especially those on ventilators or are difficult to move quickly. 
Israel also has a fortified, subterranean blood bank that kicked into action after Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack ignited the ongoing war in the Gaza Strip.
Doctors at Soroka Medical Center said that the Iranian missile struck almost immediately after air raid sirens went off, causing a loud explosion that could be heard from a safe room. The strike inflicted the greatest damage on an old surgery building and affected key infrastructure, including gas, water and air-conditioning systems, the medical center said. 

    
The hospital, which provides services to around 1 million residents of Israel's south, had been caring for 700 patients at the time of the attack. Of the 80 lightly wounded in the strike, half were hospital staff, it said. Afterward, the hospital closed to all patients except for life-threatening cases.
Iran has fired hundreds of missiles and drones at Israel, though most have been shot down by Israel's multitiered air defenses.

    
Iran rejects calls to surrender or end its nuclear program
Iran has long maintained its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes. However, in addition to having a nuclear power plant, it also enriches uranium up to 60%, a short, technical step away from weapons-grade levels of 90%. Iran is the only non-nuclear-weapon state to enrich at that level.
Israel is widely believed to have nuclear weapons -- making it the only such state in the Middle East -- but does not acknowledge having such arms.
Iran's supreme leader on Wednesday rejected U.S. calls for surrender and warned that any American military involvement by the Americans would cause "irreparable damage to them."
Already, Israel's campaign has targeted Iran's enrichment site at Natanz, centrifuge workshops around Tehran, and a nuclear site in Isfahan. Its strikes have also killed top generals and nuclear scientists.
Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said he would travel to Geneva for meetings with his counterparts from the United Kingdom, France and Germany, as well as the European Union's top diplomat, indicating a new diplomatic initiative might be underway. 

    
    
    
Trump has said he wants something "much bigger" than a ceasefire and has not ruled out the U.S. joining in Israel's campaign. 
Iran agreed to redesign Arak to address nuclear concerns
Israel's military said Thursday its fighter jets targeted the Arak heavy water reactor, some 250 kilometers (155 miles) southwest of Tehran, in order to prevent it from being used to produce plutonium.
Iranian state TV said there was "no radiation danger whatsoever" around the Arak site, which it said had been evacuated ahead of the strike.
Heavy water helps cool nuclear reactors, but it produces plutonium as a byproduct that can potentially be used in nuclear weapons. That would provide Iran another path to the bomb beyond enriched uranium, should it choose to pursue the weapon. 
Iran had agreed under its 2015 nuclear deal with world powers to redesign the facility to alleviate proliferation concerns. That work was never completed.
The reactor became a point of contention after Trump withdrew from the nuclear deal in 2018. Ali Akbar Salehi, a high-ranking nuclear official in Iran, said in 2019 that Tehran bought extra parts to replace a portion of the reactor that it had poured concrete into under the deal.
Israel said strikes were carried out "in order to prevent the reactor from being restored and used for nuclear weapons development."
The International Atomic Energy Agency, the U.N. nuclear watchdog, has been urging Israel not to strike Iranian nuclear sites. IAEA inspectors reportedly last visited Arak on May 14.

Due to restrictions Iran imposed on inspectors, the IAEA has said it lost "continuity of knowledge" about Iran's heavy water production -- meaning it could not absolutely verify Tehran's production and stockpile.
___
Melzer reported from Tel Aviv, Israel, and Gambrell from Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Associated Press writer Melanie Lidman in Tel Aviv contributed.
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    Iran's Arak heavy water reactor, hit by an Israeli airstrike, was part of Tehran's nuclear deal
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            Israel has attacked Iran's Arak heavy water reactor, Iranian state television said Thursday. The report said there was "no radiation danger whatsoever" and that the facility had already been evacuated before the attack.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This satellite photo from Planet Labs PBC shows the Arak heavy water reaction in Iran on March 20, 2025. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)]
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            This satellite photo from Planet Labs PBC shows the Arak heavy water reaction in Iran on March 20, 2025. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows the Arak heavy water reactor in Iran on Feb. 15, 2025. (Maxar Technologies via AP)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            This satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows the Arak heavy water reactor in Iran on Feb. 15, 2025. (Maxar Technologies via AP)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Much of the focus on Iran's nuclear program has been on Tehran's enrichment of uranium, but experts also keep a close watch on the Islamic Republic's Arak heavy water reactor.
That's because the facility, some 250 kilometers (155 miles) southwest of Tehran, could produce plutonium, which can be used to make an atomic bomb. 
Israel pointed to just that concern when it launched airstrikes Thursday on the reactor, following its attacks on other Iranian nuclear sites, including the Nantanz enrichment facility, centrifuge workshops near Tehran, and laboratories in Isfahan. Iran acknowledged the strikes, saying at least two projectiles slammed into the compound, without giving any specifics about damage. 
Never online, the reactor had no uranium fuel and saw no nuclear release from the strike. However, the International Atomic Energy Agency, the United Nations' nuclear watchdog, has warned repeatedly that such sites -- whether in Iran or Ukraine -- should not be military targets.



    
        




    




Arak grew out of Iran's onetime military nuclear program
After Iran's devastating 1980s war with Iraq, it began a secret military program to seek a nuclear weapon and approached four nations to purchase a heavy water-moderated reactor. After getting turned down, Iran decided to build its own.
Heavy water is water in which hydrogen is replaced by deuterium and is used as a coolant for heavy water reactors.
The reactors can be used for scientific purposes, but plutonium is a byproduct of the process. Before the centrifuge technology that enriches uranium to levels high enough for use in weapons became widespread, many states used heavy water reactors to pursue plutonium-fueled bombs. 

    
    
    
India and Pakistan, both nuclear-armed states, have heavy water reactors, as does Israel, which has never acknowledged having atomic weapons but is widely believed to have them. 
Though Iran ultimately embraced uranium-enriching centrifuges as the main driver of its program, it built the reactor, which never went online.
Iran has long maintained its program is for peaceful purposes. However, it also had been enriching uranium up to 60%, a short, technical step away from weapons-grade levels of 90%. Iran was the only non-nuclear-weapon state to enrich at that level.

    
Arak was part of Iran's nuclear deal with world powers
Iran agreed under its 2015 nuclear deal with world powers to redesign the facility to alleviate proliferation concerns. That included pouring concrete into part of it, though the overall work never was completed.
The Arak reactor became a point of contention after U.S. President Donald Trump withdrew from the nuclear deal in 2018. Ali Akbar Salehi, a high-ranking nuclear official in Iran, claimed on Iranian state television in 2019 that Tehran bought extra parts to replace the portion of the reactor into which officials poured concrete.
Due to restrictions Iran has imposed on inspectors, the IAEA has said it lost "continuity of knowledge" about Iran's heavy water production -- meaning it could not absolutely verify Tehran's production and stockpile.

    
Israeli strike likely heavily damaged the inert reactor
On Thursday morning, Israel carried out an airstrike on the reactor. Black-and-white footage of the strike it released showed a bomb dropping on its dome and sending up a massive plume of fire and smoke. The U.N. nuclear watchdog noted that since it was not in operation and contained no nuclear material, there was no danger to the public after the strike from any "radiological effects." The IAEA said it had no information on whether the facility nearby where heavy water is produced had been hit.
Israel's military said its fighter jets targeted the Arak facility and its reactor core seal to halt it from being used to produce plutonium.
"The strike targeted the component intended for plutonium production, in order to prevent the reactor from being restored and used for nuclear weapons development," the Israelis said.
___

The Associated Press receives support for nuclear security coverage from the Carnegie Corporation of New York and Outrider Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
___
Additional AP coverage of the nuclear landscape: https://apnews.com/projects/the-new-nuclear-landscape/
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    Voice of America and Radio Farda's Persian services cover the Israel-Iran conflict despite cutbacks




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The headquarters of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) is seen with the American flag in the foreground, in Prague, Jan. 15, 2010. (Michal Kamaryt/CTK via AP, file)]
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                                        In the early days of Israel's attack on Iran, U.S.-operated Radio Farda, which broadcasts in the Persian language in Iran, debunked a state media report that an Israeli pilot had been shot down and captured.
Its journalism has continued despite the Trump administration's threat to its future, along with a Persian-language television outlet run by Voice of America.
Radio Farda, a branch of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty and based in Prague, has continued broadcasting even though its managing editor estimated that more than half of its staff had been furloughed. VOA's Persian staff, ordered to go on administrative leave in March, was suddenly ordered back to work Friday afternoon.
"We've been giving information to Iranians minute by minute about the conflict," said Golnaz Esfandiari, managing editor of Radio Farda. That includes explanatory stories about Iran's nuclear program and short videos posted on social media, she said.

    
Several Iranians have contacted the radio network to express appreciation for reporting that they do not get on Iranian state media, she said. Traffic to its website was up 77% on Friday compared with the 30-day average. At the same time, families in Iran of five Radio Farda staff members have been pressured by people in the government who want to see the broadcasts stopped, she said.



    
        




    




Through the U.S. Agency for Global Media, the Trump administration has sought to dismantle or sharply curtail the government-funded outlets that provide news reports to countries where there isn't a tradition of free press. The administration says these services operate with a liberal bias.

    
    
    
Both Voice of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty are fighting the efforts in court.
Employees at Voice of America's Persian service were notified in an email Friday from Crystal Thomas, the U.S. Agency for Global Media's human resources director, that they were being recalled and needed to report to work immediately.

    
Kari Lake, who is running that agency, told Fox News that "we are ramping up -- as we've always planned to do -- to meet this historic moment."
One person who got that email was at the office within three hours and worked until midnight, helping to put out a one-hour broadcast, said the employee, who spoke on condition of anonymity because the person was not authorized to speak to the press. About 50 people have returned to work. Voice of America is banned in Iran, but many of its citizens find ways through the internet to bypass the ban.
Voice of America's broadcasts -- and social media posts -- have become a challenge to produce because the administration has canceled subscriptions to news services like The Associated Press, Reuters and Agence France-Presse, said a second employee, who also spoke on condition of anonymity.
For the employees, it's a stressful time, putting out urgent news reports without any sense of how long -- or whether -- they will continue to have a job.
"I'm grateful they've brought back our Persian service to continue their role as a trusted voice covering the region for the Iranian people," said Patsy Widakuswara, VOA's White House correspondent, who is a plaintiff in the court fight to keep the agency alive.

    
"But why smash a working system only to cobble it back together when you realize you need it?" Widakuswara asked. "And how many crises would it take for them to realize that all VOA language services are important -- before, after and during breaking news?"
During video reports posted online this week, a Voice of America anchor explained where Iranian counterattacks were landing in Israel, and how Iranians were trying to send out information about what is happening through social media.
The danger for a service like VOA, having been off the air and off social media for more than two months, is that Iranian citizens will become accustomed to looking elsewhere for news, said Tom Kent, a media consultant and former president of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.
"You would hope that people would learn from this that international broadcasting cannot be turned on and off like a lightbulb," said Kent, also a former AP editor.

    
Despite an Israeli airstrike on its headquarters Monday while the Republic of Iran News Network was broadcasting live, the state-run news service is still operating.
Radio Farda has stayed on the air despite cutbacks. It also continues to have access to news services like the AP, but those contracts will expire at the end of the month, Esfandiari said. Three people have been brought back from furlough to help cover the war, she said.
She said she hopes the conflict lets people who question the service's existence know its value.
"It's an information war, absolutely," Esfandiari said. "These countries -- Iran, Russia and China -- would be very happy if we were gone."
One of the VOA employees called back to work said they have not been told how long it will be for. Despite evidence this week that someone in the administration saw value in what they do, might they still lose their job eventually?

    
"I don't want to think about that," the person said.
___
This story has been corrected to reflect the name of Radio Farda's managing editor, Golnaz Esfandiari, not Golnaz Esfandiani.
___

The Associated Press' Jon Gambrell and Kamran Jebreili contributed to this report. David Bauder writes about the intersection of media and entertainment for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
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    Want to plant trees to offset fossil fuels? You'd need all of North and Central America, study finds




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Fog lies on the forests of the Taunus region near Frankfurt, Germany, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst, File)]
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                                        Planting trees has plenty of benefits, but this popular carbon-removal method alone can't possibly counteract the planet-warming emissions caused by the world's largest fossil-fuel companies. To do that, trees would have to cover the entire land mass of North and Central America, according to a study out Thursday.
Many respected climate scientists and institutions say removing carbon emissions -- not just reducing them -- is essential to tackling climate change. And trees remove carbon simply by "breathing." But crunching the numbers, researchers found that the trees' collective ability to remove carbon through photosynthesis can't stand up to the potential emissions from the fossil fuel reserves of the 200 largest oil, gas and coal fuel companies -- there's not enough available land on Earth to feasibly accomplish that.
And even if there were, if those 200 companies had to pay for planting all those trees, it would cost $10.8 trillion, more than their entire combined market valuation of $7.01 trillion. The researchers also determined that the companies would be in the red if they were responsible for the social costs of the carbon in their reserves, which scientists compute around $185 per metric ton of carbon dioxide.
"The general public maybe understand offsetting to be a sort of magic eraser, and that's just not where we're at," said Nina Friggens, a research fellow at the University of Exeter who co-authored the paper published in Communications Earth & Environment, a Nature Portfolio journal.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A car drives between trees in a small park in Frankfurt, Germany, April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst, File)]
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Carbon offsetting essentially means investing in tree planting or other environmental projects to attempt to compensate for carbon emissions. Trees are one of the cheapest ways to do this because they naturally suck up planet-warming carbon. Fossil fuel corporations, along with other companies and institutions, have promoted tree-planting as key part of carbon offset programs in recent years.

    
    
    
For example, TotalEnergies, a global energy company, said in a statement that it is "investing heavily in carbon capture and storage (CCS) and nature-based solutions (NBS) projects."



    
        




    




To do their calculations, the researchers looked at the 200 largest holders of fossil fuel reserves -- the fuel that companies promise shareholders they can extract in the future -- and calculated how much carbon dioxide would be released if this fuel is burned. The researchers also focused solely on tree planting because the expense and technological development needed for other forms of carbon capture are still mostly cost-prohibitive.
Forestry expert Eliane Ubalijoro, who was not involved with the research, called the study "elegant."
It "gives people a sense of proportion around carbon," said Ubalijoro, CEO of CIFOR-ICRAF, an international forestry research center.
But she cautioned against oversimplifying the equation by looking only at carbon capture, noting that tree planting done right can foster food security and biodiversity and protect communities from natural disasters.

    
The paper effectively makes the point that it's financially impossible to offset enough carbon to compensate for future fossil fuel burning, said Daphne Yin, director of land policy at Carbon180, where her team advocates for U.S. policy support for land-based carbon removal. And the idea that companies would ever be required to account for the downstream emissions from the fossil fuel they extract is a "fantasy," she said.

    
The idea of planting trees is appealing to the public and to politicians because it's tangible -- people can literally see the carbon being incorporated into branches and leaves as a tree grows, Friggens said. But she says other methods shouldn't be overlooked -- microbes underground store carbon too, but they can't be seen.
And it's a physically and mathematically inescapable fact, illustrated in part by this study, that there's no getting around it -- we have to stop emitting carbon, said Jonathan Foley, the executive director of Project Drawdown, who also was not part of the study. Carbon emissions are like an overflowing bathtub, he says: Before you start cleaning up, you have to turn off the water.

    
"Trees are the sponges and the mops we use to clean up the mess," he said. "But if the taps are still running and the water's pouring out over the edges of your bathtub, destroying your bathroom and your home, maybe you've got to learn to turn off the taps too."
___
Follow Melina Walling on X @MelinaWalling and Bluesky @melinawalling.bsky.social.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Key takeaways from the acquittal of Karen Read in her Boston police officer boyfriend's death
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            A jury found Karen Read not guilty of second-degree murder Wednesday in the death of her Boston police officer boyfriend John O'Keefe, but guilty of a lesser charge of drunk driving.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Karen Read, center, waves to supporters after she was found not guilty of second-degree murder on Wednesday, June 18, 2025, in Dedham, Mass. (AP Photo/Josh Reynolds)]
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[image: Karen Read embraces a supporter as she leaves the courthouse at the start of the third day of jury deliberations in her trial at Norfolk Superior Court, Wednesday, June 18, 2025, in Dedham, Mass. (AP Photo/Josh Reynolds)]
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[image: Supporters of Karen Read react after she was found not guilty of second-degree murder on Wednesday, June 18, 2025, in Dedham, Mass. (AP Photo/Josh Reynolds)]
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[image: Read weeps as the final verdict of not guilty of second-degree murder is read in Norfolk Superior Court, Wednesday, June 18, 2025, in Dedham, Mass. (Greg Derr/The Patriot Ledger via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Karen Read supporter Bonnie Fitzgibbon of Chelmsford, MA, wears earrings mocking the investigation into the death of John O'Keefe outside the courthouse on the third day of jury deliberations in Read's trial at Norfolk Superior Court, Wednesday, June 18, 2025, in Dedham, Mass. (AP Photo/Josh Reynolds)]
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            By 
            MICHAEL CASEY and LEAH WILLINGHAM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        DEDHAM, Mass. (AP) -- Karen Read walked out of court a free woman after more than three years and two trials over the death of her boyfriend, Boston police officer John O'Keefe, who was found on the lawn of a fellow officer's home after a night of heavy drinking. 
Prosecutors said Read hit O'Keefe with her SUV, leaving him to die in a blizzard, and charged her with second-degree murder, manslaughter and leaving the scene of a deadly collision. 
Her lawyers successfully defended her, painting a sinister picture of police misconduct and theorizing that O'Keefe was in fact killed by colleagues, followed by a vast cover-up. She was convicted of drunken driving, however, for which she will face a year's probation.
Though her criminal case is over, Read still faces civil litigation. O'Keefe's family has filed a wrongful-death lawsuit against her and two bars where the couple drank that night. 

    
The two trials were filled with moments that raised reasonable doubt, both in the public's mind and, as illustrated by Wednesday's verdict, the minds of jurors. 
Here are some key takeaways: 

    
    
    
The defense theory: Crooked cops and 'the blue wall of silence' 
Defense lawyers asserted from the beginning that there was no collision between O'Keefe and the 6,000-pound (2,700-kilogram) SUV driven by Read, arguing instead that a crew of tightly knit local and state cops were shielding one of their own and framing her. 
Lead investigator Michael Proctor, who was fired from the Massachusetts State Police after the first trial for misconduct, knew some people at the party at the house outside of which O'Keefe was found.
Proctor sent text messages to friends, family and co-workers calling Read a "whack job" while implying that she was the lone suspect and he wanted her to pay. "There will be some serious charges brought on the girl ... Zero chance she skates. She's f'd," he texted just hours into the investigation.
A federal agent who was at the party, Brian Higgins, acknowledged at trial destroying his phone and SIM card afterward and disposing of them in two different locations on a military base. 

    
In another exchange, Jackson questioned a former officer who originally reported seeing Higgins and the Canton police chief near the SUV in a station garage, a statement she later recanted. 
"Have you ever heard of something called the blue wall of silence?" Jackson asked the officer. In closing arguments, he suggested that she changed her story under pressure from the department.
What the evidence showed the jury
The prosecution's evidence included pieces of Read's broken taillight that were recovered at the scene; accounts of the couple's crumbling relationship, fueled by booze; and several witnesses testifying that they heard her repeatedly say, "I hit him."
But defense lawyers portrayed the case as riddled with errors, missteps and malfeasance.
They emphasized that the taillight fragments were not found immediately and argued that police had time to take them from Read's impounded vehicle and plant them. They also presented video evidence that Read's taillight could have been damaged instead when she hit O'Keefe's car at home later that morning. 

    
The shards, which the state claimed cut into O'Keefe's arm, had no blood, tissue or DNA on them. The only DNA found was on an intact piece of taillight on Read's SUV, and it contained three possible sources -- O'Keefe and two unknown males. A hair traced to O'Keefe was found on the rear of the SUV, but the defense questioned how it could have stayed there through the blizzard. 
Prosecutors also struggled to demonstrate that O'Keefe's injuries were consistent with being struck by a vehicle. They acknowledged not knowing how he was hit, and an accident reconstruction video they produced was panned by the defense since no one knows where he would have been standing. 
Meanwhile crash reconstruction experts testified for the defense that O'Keefe's injuries were inconsistent with being hit by a large vehicle. Instead, the defense argued, O'Keefe was beaten up at the party. 
Neither side produced witnesses who saw him enter into the house, but the defense was able to show a fight was possible. A medical expert testified that wounds on his arm were consistent with an animal bite, supporting the theory that a family dog at the home attacked O'Keefe. 

    
A cut over his right eye and injuries to the back of his head, they said, more likely came from being punched and falling backward on a hard surface. It was hard to know, defense attorneys argued, since police never searched the home or treated anyone there as a suspect.
Even Read's comments about having "hit him" were explained away by the defense, which said prosecutors were trying to twist into a confession the dazed words of someone who was grieving and in shock. 
"It wasn't a confession. It was confusion," Jackson said, noting that it is common to be in such a state after an emotional trauma. 

    
If Read didn't kill O'Keefe, who did? 
Any number of people at the home, defense lawyers suggested, while questioning why multiple key law enforcement witnesses were never considered potential suspects or investigated.
The defense did not prove that someone else killed O'Keefe, but it was apparently able to create enough reasonable doubt for jurors. 
Higgins, the federal agent, had sent sexually charged and flirtatious text messages to Read despite knowing she was in a relationship with O'Keefe. On the night in question, Higgins texted her while they were at a bar -- "Umm, well?" he wrote. Moments later he was seen "play fighting" with Brian Albert, a retired Boston police detective and the owner of the home where the party took place. 
They defense also pointed to a group text that morning in which one person suggested they all agree that O'Keefe never entered the home and Albert said, "exactly." Albert, the defense said, never bothered to exit the house after O'Keefe was found. He later sold it, got rid of the family dog and ditched his cellphone.
They also portrayed the family as politically connected, noting that Albert's brother was a police officer and a second brother was on the town's governing body.
The defense also questioned Jennifer McCabe, Albert's sister-in-law, who was with Read when they discovered the body, about a misspelled web search: "hos long to die in cold." The defense argued that McCabe made it just before 2:30 a.m., but prosecutors said it was after O'Keefe was found at Read's request. 

McCabe was also asked why she never went in the house after finding the body, suggesting that she already knew they were safe inside. No one from the home came outside as police and paramedics gathered. 
___
See an AP Photo Gallery from Read's acquittal here.
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    Ducks return to a Long Island farm that lost its entire flock to the bird flu




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                

    

    
        

    


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            Long Island's last commercial duck farm is rebuilding after a bird flu outbreak forced the destruction of its entire 100,000-bird flock in January. The owner remains very worried about bird flu. (AP Video: David R. Martin)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Doug Corwin, president of Crescent Duck, picks up one of his ducks at the Crescent Duck Farm in Aquebogue, N.Y., Thursday, May 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: Ducks walk around their barn at the Crescent Duck Farm in Aquebogue, N.Y., Thursday, May 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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            PHILIP MARCELO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        AQUEBOGUE, N.Y. (AP) -- Doug Corwin knew there was a problem at his family's commercial duck farm in Long Island when he spotted scores of dead or lethargic birds during a barn inspection in January. 
Within days, Crescent Duck Farm became a casualty of the global avian flu outbreak, one of many farms around the U.S. that had to cull their entire flock, sending the prices of eggs and other agricultural commodities soaring.
Now the more than century-old farm -- the last duck farm remaining in a New York region once synonymous with the culinary delicacy -- is cautiously rebuilding.
But for Corwin, a 66-year-old fourth-generation farmer, it's not enough to bring the farm back to its 100,000-bird capacity. 
With ducks hatched from eggs spared from slaughter, he's working to preserve the unique lineage of fowl that's allowed his family's farm to thrive even as others on Long Island fell by the wayside -- all while worrying that another flu outbreak would finally wipe him out.
"All I know is I don't want to be hit again," Corwin said. "If I go through this twice, I'm done as a duck farmer."

    
    
    
Make way for ducklings
For months, Corwin and his reduced staff have been thoroughly sanitizing the farm's dozens of barns, clearing out hay and debris, and replacing feeders, ventilation systems, wooden and metal structures and more.
At the end of May, the first wave of roughly 900 young ducks arrived from a nearby farm where they had been carefully raised in quarantine these last few months.
Another batch of 900 arrived last week and some 900 more will soon make their way to the roughly 140-acre (55-hectare) farm in Aquebogue, which is tucked among the vineyards and agricultural lands of Long Island's North Fork, about 80 miles (129 km) east of Manhattan. 
By the end of next summer, Corwin hopes the first ducks will be ready to be processed and brought to market. 
But he says he won't rush the reopening. It will be many more months -- if ever -- before the operation, which processed about 1 million ducks for consumption annually, returns to full capacity, he said.
"I keep telling people I'm running a high hurdle race," Corwin said. "I've got a lot a lot of steps to get back to where we were."

    
Bird flu pandemic still looms
Since 2022, the H5N1 strain of bird flu has been detected in all 50 states, leading to more than 1,700 recorded outbreaks affecting nearly 175 million birds, according to the most recent tally from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The outbreak at Corwin's farm shows how this strain has inflicted more damage on a wider range of species than past variants, said Dr. Gavin Hitchener, director of Cornell University's Duck Research Laboratory, located a short drive away in Eastport.
Ducks have generally been less prone to serious illness and death than chickens and turkeys, he said. H5N1 is also vexing American cattle farmers after the virus jumped from fowl to cattle last year.
"Something has changed in the virus' makeup that has made it more virulent," Hitchener said.
With no end to the bird flu pandemic in sight, Corwin worries he won't be able to weather another outbreak.

    
The farm received federal compensation for its euthanized ducks, but it wasn't nearly close to the market value of the birds -- never mind the expense of rebuilding in a high cost region that also includes the Hamptons, he said.
Corwin hopes the federal government will, at long last, require poultry operators to vaccinate their livestock against bird flu. It's an uphill climb, given the Trump administration's deep skepticism of vaccines and the long-standing opposition of far larger, industrial poultry operations, he acknowledged. 
"I would sleep an awful lot better at night. But right now I'm very nervous," Corwin said. "We're just playing with deck chairs on the Titanic."

    
Carrying on local heritage
The ducks newly arrived to the farm are crucial to its revival.
Fully grown and approaching breeding age, the cohort of white Pekin ducks were all that survived from the more than 15,000 eggs state officials allowed the farm to spare from the winter culling after they tested negative for bird flu.
That means they and their progeny carry on the unique genetic makeup the farm has honed over generations of selective breeding to build its reputation.
Established in 1908 by Corwin's great-grandfather, Crescent Duck Farms has been the island's lone commercial duck operation for the better part of a decade. But in the early 1960s, Long Island boasted more than 100 farms producing about two-thirds of the nation's duck output.

"I feel I owe it to the ancestors of farmers who've been here all these years and have come this far to just make a go of it," Corwin said. "I want to make Long Island proud." 
___
Follow Philip Marcelo at twitter.com/philmarcelo. 
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    US starts evacuating some diplomats from its embassy in Israel as Iran conflict intensifies




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Beachgoers leave during a missile alert from Iran, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, June 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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            By 
            MATTHEW LEE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The State Department has begun evacuating nonessential diplomats and their families from the U.S. embassy in Israel as hostilities between Israel and Iran intensify and President Donald Trump warns of the possibility of getting directly involved in the conflict.
A government plane evacuated a number of diplomats and family members who had asked to leave the country Wednesday, said two U.S. officials who spoke on condition of anonymity to describe sensitive diplomatic movements. There was no indication of how many diplomats and family members departed on the flight or how many may have left by land routes to Jordan or Egypt. 
The flight came shortly before U.S. Ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee announced on X that the embassy was making plans for evacuations by plane and ship for private American citizens.
Hours after Huckabee's tweet, however, the State Department's Bureau of Consular Affairs tweeted that "we have no announcement about assisting private U.S. citizens to depart at this time" from Israel or the Palestinian territories.

    
The State Department didn't explain the discrepancy but said in response to questions that it is considering all options and "will alert the U.S. citizen community if there is additional information to share regarding departure options." It added that it is providing information about routes out of Israel to Americans who want to leave "by their own means" and urged them to go as soon as it's safe to do so.



    
        




    




Of the diplomats, the State Department said earlier that "given the ongoing situation and as part of the embassy's authorized departure status, mission personnel have begun departing Israel through a variety of means."

    
    
    
"Authorized departure" means that nonessential staff and the families of all personnel are eligible to leave at government expense.
The evacuations, comments from the White House and shifting of American military aircraft and warships into and around the Middle East have heightened the possibility of deepening U.S. involvement in a conflict that threatens to spill into a wider regional war.

    
Trump has issued increasingly pointed warnings about the U.S. joining Israel in striking at Iran's nuclear program, saying Wednesday that he doesn't want to carry out a U.S. strike on the Islamic Republic but suggesting he is ready to act if it's necessary.
The State Department also has steadily ramped up its warnings to American citizens in Israel and throughout the region, including in Iraq.
Last week, ahead of Israel's first strikes on Iran, the department and the Pentagon put out notices announcing that the U.S. embassy in Baghdad had ordered all nonessential personnel to leave and that the Defense Department had "authorized the voluntary departure of military dependents from locations across the Middle East.

Those warnings have increased as the conflict has intensified, with the embassy in Jerusalem authorizing the departure of nonessential staff and families over the weekend and ordering remaining personnel to shelter in place until further notice.
The embassy has been closed since Monday and will remain shut through Friday.
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    In Virginia and New Jersey governor's races, Democrats reprise a 2018 roadmap for opposing Trump 2.0
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            BILL BARROW, OLIVIA DIAZ and MIKE CATALINI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        HENRICO COUNTY, Va. (AP) -- Abigail Spanberger opened her general election bid for Virginia governor Wednesday using her high school alma mater near Richmond. 
"I grew up walking the halls of Tucker High School," the former congresswoman says as she walks past a bank of lockers in her first ad since securing the Democratic nomination. Later, she notes her experience as a CIA case officer, then in the halls of Congress as a tough-minded, get-things-done lawmaker.
The same kind of message is echoing in New Jersey from Rep. Mikie Sherrill, as she also makes a bid for governor. Both women are selling themselves as Democrats who can rise above the rancor of Donald Trump's Washington. 
For national Democrats who have spent months debating how to counter the president's aggressive second administration, it's a reminder of what worked for the party during Trump's first term. Spanberger and Sherrill were headliners in the 2018 roster of center-left Democrats who helped flip House control from Republicans with balanced appeals to moderates, progressives and even anti-Trump conservatives. Now, they're leading statewide tickets in races that could offer Democrats a back-to-the-future path forward as they look toward next year's midterms.

    
"There are a lot of similarities" in Democrats' current position and the 2018 campaigns, said Sen. Ben Ray Lujan, D-N.M., who, as a House member, chaired his party's congressional campaign arm during Trump's first midterm election cycle.



    
        




    




The 2018 Democratic freshman class yielded a net gain of 40 seats with a lineup that featured record numbers of women and plenty of candidates with national security and business backgrounds. A similar effort yielded a net gain of six governors.

    
    
    
The party's 2018 winners also included outspoken progressives like Reps. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York and Ilhan Omar of Minnesota, elected in more liberal, urban districts. But the balance of power shifted on the backs of centrist candidates who carried the nation's suburbs and improved Democrats' performance in exurbs and even small-town, GOP-dominated areas.

    
Among Spanberger's and Sherrill's freshman colleagues were Elissa Slotkin of Michigan, another former CIA analyst, who won a suburban Detroit seat before her elevation to the Senate last November; Rep. Jason Crow, a former Army officer, who represents suburban Denver; and Rep. Angie Craig, who flipped a GOP-held seat in greater Minneapolis and now is running for Senate. Crow is now co-chairman of candidate recruitment for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee.
Similar resumes are popping up among new Democratic recruits. In Michigan, for example, Bridget Brink, former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, announced her bid for Slotkin's old 7th Congressional District on Wednesday by leaning into her international experience as a counter to Trump.
Lujan said the common thread has been recruiting "real people, regular folks" with "incredible credentials" and an ability to hold "a real conversation with people around economic issues ... around the kitchen table" and campaign in any area.

    
So even as New Jersey's Sherrill calls her Republican rival Jack Ciattarelli a "Trump lackey" and Spanberger pledges in a fundraising email to "defeat Trump's agenda at the ballot box," their wider appeal depends on different arguments.
Sherrill has from the start touted her biography: a Naval Academy graduate, Navy Sea King helicopter pilot, federal prosecutor and mother of four. Her blue and gold yard signs have a chopper hovering above her name. She is also promising an "Affordability Agenda" to address voters' economic concerns.
Spanberger, part of the Problem Solvers Caucus when she was on Capitol Hill, leans into her deal-making centrism, promises to confront economic gaps and has pledged to campaign in every Virginia congressional district, including where Trump has dominated.
"It's not the job of the governor of Virginia to cater to President Trump," Spanberger said in one of her final primary campaign speeches. "It's not the job of the governor of Virginia to cater to a political party."

    
In an Associated Press interview earlier this spring, Spanberger even criticized former President Joe Biden for "posturing" by promising to eliminate student debt -- something he could not accomplish by presidential action alone. "Don't make promises you can't keep," she said.
She also bristled when asked to describe her place on the political spectrum. She instead said she set goals by asking, "How do I impact the most people in the fastest way possible?"
Jared Leopold, a Democratic strategist who worked as a senior staffer for the Democratic Governors Association during the 2018 cycle, said it's notable that Spanberger and Sherrill avoid getting mired in the internal party tussle among progressives, liberals and moderates.

    
"Most voters aren't really thinking about things along a simple left-right political spectrum," especially in statewide races, Leopold said. "People are looking for politicians who they think understand them and can get things done to help them." 
He pointed to another 2018 Democratic standout: Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. Now a potential 2028 presidential candidate, Whitmer first gained national attention as a state legislator who spoke out about abortion rights and her experience of being raped as a college student. But she became a juggernaut in the governor's race with what Leopold called a "brilliant and simple" slogan: "Fix the damn roads!"
Of course, Democrats do not dispute that a candidate's military and national security experiences help neutralize routine Republican attacks of all Democrats as too liberal or out of touch.
"These credentials for how they've served the country -- they're just sharing who they are," Lujan said.
Said Leopold: "It certainly gives a different definition of what the Democratic Party is to some voters."
In Virginia, Republican nominee and Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears, who like Spanberger would become the first woman to serve in the state's top elected office, is trying to tie the Democratic nominee to her national party.
Earle-Sears' social media accounts frequently share pictures of Spanberger and Biden hugging and wearing masks. She accuses Spanberger of effectively rubber-stamping Biden's legislative agenda while in Congress.
"Part of the challenge," Spanberger retorts, "is that either my opponent or people who might be running anywhere, who don't necessarily have things to run on, are going to try and distract."
Spanberger, Sherrill and Democrats like them hope that most voters assess the GOP attacks and their own branding efforts like Fred Martucci, a retired glazier who voted early in Trenton, New Jersey.
The 75-year-old expressed a visceral distaste for Trump. As for what impresses him about Sherrill, he said: "She was a Navy helicopter pilot. You can't be a dummy -- she's sharp."
___

Olivia Diaz is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
___ Barrow reported from Atlanta, Catalini from Trenton, New Jersey.
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                    Sports

    The Thunder know an NBA title is just 1 win away. They're trying to keep their minds on the Pacers




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander (2) shoots around Indiana Pacers forward Pascal Siakam during the second half of Game 5 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Monday, June 16, 2025, in Indianapolis. (Matthew Stockman/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander does up to score against the Indiana Pacers during the second half of Game 5 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Monday, June 16, 2025, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander (2) blocks the shot of Indiana Pacers guard Andrew Nembhard during the second half of Game 5 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Monday, June 16, 2025, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Kyle Phillips)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder forward Jalen Williams, left, shoots past Indiana Pacers guard T.J. McConnell during the second half of Game 5 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Monday, June 16, 2025, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Indiana Pacers forward Pascal Siakam (43) drives past Oklahoma City Thunder forward Jalen Williams during the second half of Game 5 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Monday, June 16, 2025, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Kyle Phillips)]
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            By 
            TIM REYNOLDS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- Difficult as it may seem, Shai Gilgeous-Alexander is desperately trying to not think about what may await the Oklahoma City Thunder.
The MVP, scoring champion and Thunder star doesn't want to think about the end of the NBA Finals. Or how the Larry O'Brien Trophy will feel in his hands if he gets to finally hoist it as a champion. Or what the celebration will look like, sound like, be like.
The Thunder are one win from a title, and it could come when they visit the potentially shorthanded Indiana Pacers in Game 6 of the NBA Finals on Thursday night. It is not just another game. Gilgeous-Alexander is trying to make it seem that way.
"The cusp of winning is not winning," Gilgeous-Alexander said. "The way I see it, winning is all that matters. It hasn't been fulfilled. We haven't done anything."
Technically, that's true. In actuality, that's also slightly ridiculous.

    
They lead the NBA Finals 3-2, have posted 83 wins so far this season and just found a way to hand Indiana its first set of back-to-back losses in three months. The Thunder, just as they did against Denver in Round 2, have bounced back from series deficits of 1-0 and 2-1, and are closer to a title than the franchise -- at least since moving to Oklahoma City -- has ever been.



    
        




    




"We want to win the game tomorrow, but the most important thing we need to do to win the game tomorrow is prepare today and prepare tomorrow and play the first possession really well, then the next possession, then the next possession," Thunder coach Mark Daigneault said Wednesday. "That's how we try to approach a game, how we try to approach the playoff series, how we try to approach every single day and let that win the day."

    
    
    
The Pacers expect a crazed atmosphere for what will be their final home game of the season; if they force a Game 7 it'll be in Oklahoma City on Sunday. What the Pacers don't know is if Tyrese Haliburton will be able to play; he's dealing with a strained right calf and his status won't be definitively known until Thursday.

    
"I think that's all we can do, right? Think about the next game," Pacers forward Pascal Siakam said. "It's a great opportunity in front of our fans. I'm sure it's going to be a huge moment for our fans. They're going to be super excited. We have a chance at home, NBA Finals. It's a good opportunity. That's all it is."
Pacers coach Rick Carlisle has been stressing two key points: fewer turnovers (Indiana had 23 for 32 Oklahoma City points in Game 5) and limiting OKC's offensive rebounding. Those areas must be cleaned up whether Haliburton plays or not.
The Pacers trailed New York 3-2 in the second round last season, came home and won Game 6, then went to Madison Square Garden and won Game 7. Winning from this position is possible, and Carlisle obviously knows it.
"What we need to do is buckle down. Stand strong. I anticipate one of the best crowds in the history of Gainbridge Fieldhouse," Carlisle said. "We've got to find a way. The ultimate is to get to a Game 7. That is the ultimate privilege. It's the ultimate experience in sports. But we've got to take care of home court tomorrow to do that."

    
After scoring 40
Thunder guard Jalen Williams, who had 40 points in Game 5, didn't get a ton of calls and texts after the highest-scoring playoff game of his career.
Then again, his friends know he's not on the phone much right now.
"Honestly, I try not to answer my phone as much, even though that probably sounded like I'm a jerk," Williams said. "There's just a lot of highs and lows throughout the series. You don't get as many texts if you don't play well. I try to keep that in perspective, too."
On the brink
Since 2000, teams are 25-13 in games where they can win the NBA title.
The Thunder are aiming to go 1-0 in such games this year, something 20 teams have done in the last 25 seasons. The NBA's most recent champion, Boston, needed two tries at it last season before ousting Dallas.
Seeking 84
If the Thunder win Game 6 -- or Game 7 -- it would push Oklahoma City's win total for the season to 84, including playoffs.

And that would be rare air. Only three teams have won 84 or more games in a season: the 2015-16 Golden State Warriors won 88 (and lost the NBA Finals), the 1995-96 Chicago Bulls won 87 games, and the 1996-97 Bulls won 84.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/nba
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                    Sports

    Real Madrid star Kylian Mbappe hospitalized with gastroenteritis at the Club World Cup




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Real Madrid's Kylian Mbappe warms-up prior to a Spanish La Liga soccer match against Real Sociedad at Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Saturday, May 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Cesar Cebolla)]
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            By 
            JAMES ROBSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        MIAMI (AP) -- Real Madrid forward Kylian Mbappe has been hospitalized with an acute case of gastroenteritis, the Spanish club said Thursday.
World Cup winner Mbappe missed Madrid's opening game at the Club World Cup against Saudi Arabian team Al Hilal in Miami on Wednesday because of a fever.
Coach Xabi Alonso said he hoped the France international would be available for the team's next game against Pachuca on Sunday. But his hospitalization casts doubt over what part he might be able to play in the monthlong tournament in the United States.
Madrid said Mbappe would "undergo a series of tests and follow the appropriate course of treatment."
Mbappe's absence is a blow to the tournament, which FIFA president Gianni Infantino hopes will be one of the elite events in soccer and rival competitions like the Champions League and Premier League in popularity and value.

    
After Lionel Messi, Mbappe is arguably the biggest star in the show, with Madrid one of the favorites to lift the trophy in the inaugural edition of the tournament.
But a crowd of more than 62,000 at Hard Rock Stadium missed out on a rare chance to see him in person in the U.S. when he was unavailable for Madrid's surprise 1-1 draw by Al Hilal on Wednesday.



    
        




    




Gastroenteritis is also known as stomach flu and symptoms can include vomiting and diarrhea.

Mbappe's hospitalization comes almost exactly one year after he sustained a broken nose at the European Championship and had to wear a face mask to continue playing in the tournament.
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                    Sports

    After a whopping sale, the Los Angeles Lakers will no longer be the Buss family business




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                

    

    
        

    


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            The Buss family's decision to sell a controlling stake in the Los Angeles Lakers at an eye-popping franchise valuation of $10 billion marks the end of nearly a half-century when one of the most valuable properties in the sports world was run by an eccentric father and his sometimes squabbling children.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles Lakers President Jeanie Buss dances in her seat to music as she attends the NBA basketball game between the Lakers and the Los Angeles Clippers in Los Angeles, Oct. 29, 2013. (AP Photo/Danny Moloshok, File)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers co-owner Mark Walter, right, talks with manager Don Mattingly prior to their baseball game against the San Diego Padres, Sept. 3, 2012, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]
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            By 
            GREG BEACHAM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The Buss family's decision to sell a controlling stake in the Los Angeles Lakers at an eye-popping franchise valuation of $10 billion marks the end of nearly a half-century when one of the most valuable properties in the sports world was run by an eccentric father and his sometimes squabbling children.
With high-living playboy Jerry Buss and current team governor Jeanie Buss in charge, the glamorous Lakers essentially have been the professional sports equivalent of a quirky family business for two generations.
Sports became increasingly corporate and monolithic in the 21st century while franchise values skyrocketed and ever-more-wealthy titans seized control of this perpetual growth industry.
Just not around Hollywood's favorite basketball team, with its gold uniforms and 17 golden trophies.
"The majority of businesses in this country are family-owned businesses," Jeanie Buss told NPR earlier this year in a rare interview to promote a Netflix comedy series based on her career. "And everybody has a family. If you're in business with them, (disagreements) happen. But at the end of the day, what brings you together is the team or the business, and you want to build something successful."

    
The Lakers and the Buss clan have been inextricable since 1979 -- the longest active ownership tenure in the NBA -- but Mark Walter's stunning sports coup Wednesday effectively ends this improbable era. A person with knowledge of the agreement confirmed it to The Associated Press, speaking on condition of anonymity because neither side immediately announced the deal.



    
        




    




The sale should make an extraordinarily wealthy woman of Jeanie Buss, one of Jerry's seven acknowledged children and a longtime employee of his various sporting concerns.

    
    
    
And that's the biggest reason many Lakers fans are rejoicing: This lavish sale comes with the knowledge that the buyers have exponentially more resources than the Buss family -- and Walter has showed he knows how to spend it intelligently.

    
Walter, who heads a group that already bought 27% of the Lakers in 2021, has a sterling reputation in Southern California for his group's stewardship of the Los Angeles Dodgers. The iconic baseball team has become a perpetual World Series contender with bold, aggressive financial moves grounded in smart organizational planning ever since Walter's firm, Guggenheim Partners, paid $2 billion to wrest the Dodgers from the reviled Frank McCourt in 2012.
"He's really committed to the city of Los Angeles in various ways, and sports is something that he's very passionate about, and certainly Los Angeles sports," Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said. "Speaking (as) a Dodger employee, he's very competitive and he's going to do everything he can to produce a championship-caliber team every single year and make sure the city feels proud about the Lakers and the legacy that they've already built with the Buss family."
In the Buss era, the Lakers could sell prospective players on their trophies, sunny Los Angeles and that family-business intimacy. While that was enough to win big in most decades, Walter's group epitomizes the modern, deep-pocketed approach to building a consistent championship contender. Guggenheim Partners reportedly has $325 billion under management, with Walter particularly leveraging insurance investments to pursue gains across the breadth of the sports world.

    
"He does everything he can to provide resources, support," Roberts said. "He wants to win. He feels that the fans, the city, deserve that. I think that that's never lost, and it's more of challenging us always. How do we become better and not complacent or stagnant, to continue to stay current with the market, the competition to win?"
Before this sale, the Buss siblings were not thought to be particularly wealthy, at least not by team owner standards. Jeanie Buss occasionally appeared to balk at writing certain checks -- ask any Lakers fan about Alex Caruso's departure -- and the team's front office and infrastructure are thought to be on the NBA's smaller side.

    
The new ownership group's wealth could knock down some financial barriers in the restrictive, apron era of salary cap management. It definitely will provide the Lakers with every resource in scouting, player development and any other competitive avenue to assemble a team commensurate with the Lakers' brand.
"I know that my sister Jeanie would have only considered selling the Lakers organization to someone she knows and trusts would carry on the Buss legacy, started by her father Dr. Buss," Magic Johnson wrote on social media. "Now she can comfortably pass the baton to Mark Walter, with whom she has a real friendship and can trust. She's witnessed him build a winning team with the Dodgers and knows that Mark will do right by the Lakers team, organization, and fans!"

    
There is a familial symmetry to these two transactions 46 years apart: Jerry Buss got a steal when he bought the Lakers, and his kids might end up with the wealthiest deal in sports history when they sell.
Jerry Buss was a chemist and USC instructor who heavily leveraged his real estate investments to buy the Lakers, the NHL's Los Angeles Kings, the Forum arena and a large ranch from Jack Kent Cooke for $67.5 million. Buss loved a good time almost as much as he loved basketball, and he built the Showtime era of Lakers basketball on Magic and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, but also on his own undeniable charisma and hunger for titles.
Buss and his front offices then landed Shaquille O'Neal and Kobe Bryant in the 1990s, ushering in a second championship era. All told, the Lakers reached the NBA Finals in 16 of Jerry Buss' 34 seasons as their primary owner, winning a whopping 10 championships.
Jeanie Buss succeeded her father as the Lakers' governor upon his death in 2013. Her brother, Jim, was the Lakers' head of basketball operations until Jeanie fired him in February 2017 and installed Johnson and Rob Pelinka, Bryant's former agent. Pelinka gradually took over basketball operations and presided over a string of Lakers-worthy player additions, including LeBron James, Anthony Davis and Luka Doncic.
The Lakers won the 2020 championship in the Florida pandemic "bubble," and they reached the 2024 Western Conference finals. Their seismic trade to acquire Doncic last winter rejuvenated the franchise, positioning the Slovenian superstar as the Lakers' centerpiece for years after the matchless career of James, who has essentially confirmed he will return in the fall for his record 23rd NBA season.
Jeanie Buss hasn't yet announced her reasons for agreeing to sell her inheritance, and she will remain the Lakers' governor -- at least for now, because a governor must own at least 15% of the team. But she is following a recent trend of high-profile NBA owners ceding their teams to ownership groups with even more extensive resources.

Buss is close friends with both Mark Cuban, who sold his majority ownership of the Dallas Mavericks for $3.5 billion, and Wyc Grousbeck, who sold the Boston Celtics for $6.1 billion.
___
AP Basketball Writer Tim Reynolds in Indianapolis and AP Sports Writer Beth Harris in Los Angeles contributed to this report.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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                    Entertainment

    Who will have the 2025 song of the summer? We offer some predictions
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[image: Bad Bunny performs during the iHeartRadio Music Awards in Los Angeles on March 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: Addison Rae appears at the Academy Museum Gala in Los Angeles on Oct. 19, 2024. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: Rapper Drake gestures after watching an NBA basketball Western Conference Play-In game between the Los Angeles Lakers and the Golden State Warriors Wednesday, May 19, 2021, in Los Angeles. The Lakers won 103-100. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Sabrina Carpenter performs during the Times Square New Year's Eve celebration, Sunday, Dec. 31, 2023, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: Girl group KATSEYE pose together backstage at the MAMA Awards on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Tate McRae performs during Z100's iHeartRadio Jingle Ball in New York on Dec. 13, 2024, left, and Morgan Wallen performs "Man Made a Bar" at the 57th Annual CMA Awards in Nashville, Tenn., on Nov. 8, 2023. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Charli XCX performs during the 67th annual Grammy Awards on Sunday, Feb. 2, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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            Charli XCX performs during the 67th annual Grammy Awards on Sunday, Feb. 2, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: SZA performs during the Glastonbury Festival in Somerset, England, on June 30, 2024, left, and Kendrick Lamar performs during halftime of the NFL Super Bowl 59 on Feb. 9, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Young Miko performs during the Governors Ball Music Festival on Saturday, June 7, 2025, at Flushing Meadows Corona Park in the Queens borough of New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]
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            Young Miko performs during the Governors Ball Music Festival on Saturday, June 7, 2025, at Flushing Meadows Corona Park in the Queens borough of New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lorde performs at the Glastonbury Festival in Worthy Farm, Somerset, England, Monday, June 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Scott Garfitt)]
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            Lorde performs at the Glastonbury Festival in Worthy Farm, Somerset, England, Monday, June 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Scott Garfitt)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: PinkPantheress performs at the Wireless Music Festival in Finsbury Park, in London on July 7, 2023. (Scott Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            12 of 15 | 
            PinkPantheress performs at the Wireless Music Festival in Finsbury Park, in London on July 7, 2023. (Scott Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Leon Thomas performs "Mutt" during the BET Awards in Los Angeles on June 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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            Leon Thomas performs "Mutt" during the BET Awards in Los Angeles on June 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Singer-songwriter Alex Warren arrives at Z100's iHeartRadio Jingle Ball in New York on Dec. 13, 2024. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: 803Fresh arrives at the BET Awards on Monday, June 9, 2025, at the Peacock Theater in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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            803Fresh arrives at the BET Awards on Monday, June 9, 2025, at the Peacock Theater in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MARIA SHERMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- What makes a great song of the summer? Is it an up-tempo pop banger? Something with an earworm chorus? Does it need to feature the words "summer," "sunshine," or another synonym -- "California" -- in the title? How could anyone attempt a song of the summer after the late, great Beach Boy Brian Wilson composed them so expertly, anyway?
It very well may be subject to the eye (well, ear) of the beholder, but The Associated Press views the song of the summer as the one that takes over those warm months between June and August, the kind that blasts out of car speakers and at beach barbecues in equal measure. And that means many different things for many kinds of listeners.
So here are AP's 2025 song of the summer predictions across categories, with past victors for reference.
Find your song of the summer and then listen to our Spotify playlist, here.

    
Song of the summer that inexplicably came out in January: "NUEVAYoL," Bad Bunny

    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    


A song of the summer doesn't actually have to arrive in summer, or even in spring. History has proved this time and time again, lest anyone forget Olivia Rodrigo's "drivers license" hit at the top of the year in 2021. But this summer, like every summer, is about Bad Bunny. On his latest album, "Debi Tirar Mas Fotos," Benito Antonio Martinez Ocasio pulls from Puerto Rico's rich musical history and hybridizes it. He does so from the very opener, "NUEVAYoL," which samples the fittingly named 1975 salsa hit from El Gran Combo, "Un Verano en Nueva York" ("A Summer in New York").
Past champion: "Boy's a Liar PT. 2," PinkPantheress, Ice Spice (2023)

    
    
    
Song of the summer for the chronically online: "Tonight," PinkPantheress

    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    



    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    



    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    


An internet hero releases another super hit: PinkPantheress' "Tonight" is an undeniable good time; all bassline house meets hyperpop vocals with a naughty chorus. The 24-year-old British singer-songwriter has proved she's got so much more to offer than a few viral hits -- but her huge songs that blow up online? They tend to stay. That's more than can be said about past winners in this category.
Past champion: "Million Dollar Baby," Tommy Richman (2024)

    
Breakup song of the summer: "What Was That," Lorde

    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    


Lorde's first new single in four years recalls the clever synth-pop of her 2017 album "Melodrama," casting aside the folk detour of 2021's "Solar Power." "What Was That" is reserved revelation, introspective electropop that takes a measured look at a relationship's dissolution. It feels good, and bad, which is the point.
Past champion: "How Can You Mend a Broken Heart," Bee Gees (1971)
Song of the summer for the girls and all those who love them: "Gnarly," KATSEYE

    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    


KATSEYE, the global girl group born out of K-pop development techniques, are "Gnarly," and they'd like you to be, too. The song is asymmetrical pop with a cheerleading cadence and extensive, expensive product placement. You're here for the girls, or you're not. Gnarly!
Past champion: "Bills, Bills, Bills," Destiny's Child (1999)
Song for singles ready to mingle this summer: "WASSUP," Young Miko

    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    


Flirting is central to these hot months; no other season has a fling named after it. Puerto Rican rapper Young Miko knows this better than most, and her track "WASSUP" is all about charisma -- and it doesn't hurt that it interpolates "Lollipop" by Lil Wayne featuring Static Major and "Chulin Culin Chunfly" by Voltio featuring Residente.
Past champion: "Buy U a Drank (Shawty Snappin')," T-Pain featuring Yung Joc (2007)

    
Song of the summer for those who love British boy ballads performed by an American: "Ordinary," Alex Warren

    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    


Last year brought Benson Boone's glossy soft pop-rock; this year, Alex Warren's "Ordinary" is inescapable. A big, inoffensive ballad with loosely religious themes, it is meticulously designed to the pull at heartstrings. And it does -- the song hit No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100.
Past champion: "Beautiful Things," Benson Boone (2024)
Song of the summer for when you lose the beef but still have fight left in ya: "Nokia," Drake

    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    


For the last year, Drake has mostly made headlines for his rivalry with Kendrick Lamar, one of the biggest beefs in modern rap music history. He was no victor, but on "Nokia," he's certainly a winner. The song is a return to what Drizzy knows best: a massive rap-R&B-pop song for the ages, one that will live inside the minds of listeners for the whole year. Just, you know, replete with the nostalgic sounds of a Nokia ringtone.
Past champion: The difference here, of course, is that Drake won his beef with Meek Mill. But nonetheless: "Back to Back," Drake (2015)

    
The TikTok-approved, blast-of-dopamine song of the summer: "Boots on the Ground," 803Fresh

    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    


Social media is the wild west and inevitably sources its own song of the summer. Usually, there's an element of humor in the track -- like 2023's "The Margarita Song" by That Chick Angel, Casa Di & Steve Terrell. This year is a bit different: 803Fresh's "Boots on the Ground" is an organic hit that centers a kind of soulful line dance -- it's country-pop with trap hi-hats and fun for the whole family.
Past champion: "The Spark," Kabin Crew & Lisdoonvarna Crew (2024)
Song of the summer for it girls: "Fame Is A Gun," Addison Rae

    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    


Charli xcx fans, fear not. Addison Rae's debut album is stuffed with bejeweled, hypnotic pop songs for the post-"BRAT" crowd. Best of all is the Grimes-esque "Fame Is a Gun," a sunglasses-in-the-club banger with synthetic vocal textures and an unignorable chorus. For fashionable listeners, and those who aim to become more fabulous.
Past champion: "Bad Girls," Donna Summer (1979)

    
Song of the summer of revenge: "Manchild," Sabrina Carpenter
Does it sound strikingly similar to "Please, Please, Please" at times? Sure. But has Sabrina Carpenter cornered the market on country-tinged, satirical pop songs about heterofatalism, an internet neologism for those who find heterosexuality embarrassing and hopeless? Also, yes. But you know, with a wink, vengeance and a danceable quality. Amen, hey men!
Past champion: "Before He Cheats," Carrie Underwood (from her 2005 debut album, but released as a single in 2006)
Biggest song of the year, and therefore the default song of the summer: "Luther," Kendrick Lamar and SZA

    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    


Is a song released in November too dated to qualify for song of the summer? Perhaps. But here's the rub: Kendrick Lamar and SZA's "Luther" held the No. 1 spot on the Billboard Hot 100 for 13 weeks in 2025 -- over half the year so far. Popularity makes the contender. It doesn't hurt that "Luther" is also one of the best songs of both this year and last, a tender R&B ballad that samples Luther Vandross and Cheryl Lynn's 1982 rendition of "If This World Were Mine." "Luther" has since been dethroned on the charts, but no other song has come close to its run this year. 
Past champion: "Last Night," Morgan Wallen (2023)
Country crossover song of the summer: "What I Want," Morgan Wallen and Tate McRae

    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    


If terrestrial country radio is your leading metric for selecting the song of the summer, then Morgan Wallen's "I'm The Problem" is likely your pick. But a catchier track with true country crossover appeal is "What I Want" with Wallen and pop singer Tate McRae. It is the first time Wallen has featured a female vocalist on one of his songs. It's a rare embrace for the chart topper, who historically prefers to buck country duet tradition and double down on his vocal style -- warm, muscular, masculine.
Past champion: "You're Still the One," Shania Twain (from her 1997 album, but released as a single in 1998)
Song of the summer released half a decade ago: "party 4 you," Charli xcx

    
        
                
                
                    

    


                

                
            
        

    


The data doesn't lie and what is old is new is old is new again. In the year after "BRAT" summer, desire for more Charli xcx is still strong. As a result, fans have dug up a cut from her 2020 album, "How I'm Feeling Now," and turned it into their own summer anthem ... five years later. So much so, in fact, that Charli released a music video for it in May.
Past champion: "Cruel Summer," Taylor Swift (released in 2019, crowned song of the summer in 2023)
Song of the summer with a canine-themed title: "Mutt," Leon Thomas

Look, "Mutt" also arrived in 2024, but in 2025 -- bolstered by a deluxe release and a recent Chris Brown remix -- makes "Mutt" an easy song of the summer pick for some listeners. It's difficult to hear that chorus and not sing along: "She said, 'Take your time, what's the rush?' / I said, 'Baby, I'm a dog, I'm a mutt.'"
Past champion: "Bird Dog," The Everly Brothers (1958)

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/songs-of-summer-2025-1c13d538460ec3473d88f5196abff6fb
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                    Entertainment

    Think you know 'Jaws'? Test your knowledge with this trivia ahead of the movie's 50th anniversary




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image released by Peacock shows a scene from "Jaws." (Peacock/Universal Pictures via AP)]
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            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Friday marks the 50th anniversary of "Jaws." It remains one of the most beloved and rewatched movies of all time. But how good is your knowledge of the some of lore surrounding Steven Spielberg's 1975 masterpiece? 
Read on and see how much you know about "Jaws."
What was the nickname given to the shark?
Spielberg named his mechanical shark "Bruce," after his attorney, Bruce Ramer.
Where did the title come from?
When author Peter Benchley's 1974 book was going to print, he needed to choose a title. He has juggled various titles -- "Leviathan Rising," "Silent Fall" -- before, at the last minute, choosing "Jaws." What did it mean? Benchley, himself, wasn't sure, he told his editor, but it was short.
What's the origin of the iconic movie poster?
The image of the rising shark came from the cover of the novel's paperback edition, illustrated by Roger Kastel. For his painting, Kastel went to the American Museum of Natural History to photograph a great white shark from a diorama that was laying on an easel.

    
What was the inspiration for Amity?
Though Spielberg shot "Jaws" on Martha's Vineyard, off Cape Cod, it was the neighboring island, Nantucket, that inspired Benchley's novel. He has spent time fishing there with his father. In the book, the fictional Amity is on the south shore of Long Island.



    
        




    




Who was first attached to direct "Jaws"?
Dick Richards was initially in line to direct the film, but producer Richard D. Zanuck said he lost the job after, in a meeting, repeatedly referring to the shark as a whale.
How old was Spielberg when he began the project?
26.
Who sought but was turned down the role of Brody?
Charlton Heston wanted to play the Amity Island police chief, but Spielberg instead cast Roy Scheider.

    
    
    
What's the name of Quint's boat?
The Orca. Not coincidentally, two years after the massive success of "Jaws," a 1977 ripoff about a killer whale was released titled "Orca."
What led to the shark often malfunctioning?
Salt water. The shark, built by special effects artist Bob Mattey, would get corroded by the salt water of the Atlantic Ocean, leaving it unusable for times - particularly early in the filmmaking. Spielberg pivoted and instead doesn't show the shark until well into the film, an approach that ultimately led to a far more suspenseful film. Spielberg once estimated that Bruce's mechanical delays added $175 million to the movie's box office.

    
How long into "Jaws" does the shark fully appear on screen?
It's not until one hour and 21 minutes into the movie that we really see the shark.
Was the movie's most iconic line scripted?
No, Schieder adlibbed "You're gonna need a bigger boat." Screenwriter Carl Gottlieb, though, has said the line had been percolating on set. The size of the barge carrying equipment and craft services was often slighted by the crew who felt producers weren't spending enough. Gottlieb told The Hollywood Reporter in 2016: "It became a catchphrase for any time anything went wrong - if lunch was late or the swells were rocking the camera, someone would say, 'You're gonna need a bigger boat.'"
What disaster was Quint a survivor of?
The sinking of the USS Indianapolis, the U.S. Navy cruiser torpedoed by a Japanese submarine during World War II. Quint's lengthy and memorably speech in the film wasn't in the novel but was, according to Spielberg, penned by the uncredited screenwriter John Milius. Spielberg wanted a backstory to why Quint hated sharks so much. Though debate has continued over the years over who wrote the monologue, everyone has agreed Shaw synthesized it, and deserves most of the credit for the scene's power.

    
Does Spielberg appear in "Jaws?"
The director isn't seen in the film but his voice is heard. During the finale of the film when Quint is readying the harpoon, it's Spielberg's voice on the radio. He says: "This is Amity point light-station to Orca. Orca, come in." Spielberg shows up in a couple other ways, too. A clarinetist in high school, he plays briefly on Williams' score. And Brody's dogs were Spielberg's cocker spaniels, Elmer and Zalman. (For his part, Benchley makes a cameo as a TV reporter during the July 4th beach scene.)
How far over schedule did "Jaws" run?
The production was scheduled for 55 days but took 159 days to complete. The budget also nearly tripled, to $9 million, plus $3 million more in post-production. Though "Jaws" become the prototype summer movie, it was originally expected to open around Christmastime the year before.
What was "Jaws" rated?
Though it caused some controversy, the Motion Picture Association of America gave "Jaws" a "PG" rating. At the time, there was no PG-13 rating. (That only began in 1984, with "Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom," after a handful of other Spielberg productions, including "Raiders of the Lost Ark" and "Gremlins" led to the new category.) Jack Valenti, then-president of the MPAA, defended the rating by arguing that "'Jaws' involved nature's violence, rather than man's violence against man," Valenti said. "This is the same kind of violence as in 'Hansel and Gretel.' Children might imitate other kinds of violence, but not the kind seen in 'Jaws.'"
The movie's poster carried the warning: "MAY BE TOO INTENSE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN."

    
What did "Jaws" lose best picture to at the Academy Awards?

"Jaws" was nominated for four Oscars and won three: best sound, best editing and best score for John Williams. The competition for best picture, though, was fierce. The nominees, alongside "Jaws," where "Dog Day Afternoon," "Barry Lyndon," "One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest" and "Nashville." The winner was "One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/jaws-50th-anniversary-trivia-c23d56f321243587bdff94e6138ca077
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                    Entertainment

    Nezza's anthem in Spanish at Dodger Stadium ignites debate over team's immigrant support




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Latin pop and R&B singer Nezza's viral Spanish-language national anthem performance became a flashpoint for L.A. Dodgers fans frustrated by the team's public silence during increased federal immigration arrests and raids. The Dodgers said there were "no consequences or hard feelings." (June 18)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            LESLIE AMBRIZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- As fans removed their caps and stood for the national anthem Saturday night at Dodger Stadium, they were met with a surprising rendition of "The Star-Spangled Banner." Latin pop and R&B singer Nezza stood in front of the crowd, closed her eyes and belted the song out -- in Spanish.
Her 90-second rendition, and a behind-the-scenes video she shared on social media of team representatives discouraging it beforehand, quickly went viral and have become a flashpoint for Dodgers fans frustrated by the team's lack of vocal support for immigrant communities impacted by the deportation raids across the U.S., including numerous neighborhoods in and around Los Angeles.
Protests over the arrests made by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents have captured international attention and mostly been held in areas a short drive from Dodger Stadium.



    
        




    




Nezza says even after the discouragement from the team's representative, she hadn't yet decided whether to sing in English or Spanish until she walked out onto the field and saw the stands filled with Latino families in Dodger blue.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Enrique Hernandez stands for the national anthem with his daughter before a baseball game against the San Francisco Giants in Los Angeles, Sunday, June 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Alcheh, File)]
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"This is my moment to show everyone that I am with them that we have a voice and with everything that's happening it's not OK. I'm super proud that I did it. No regrets," the 30-year-old singer told The Associated Press. 
The team has yet to make a statement on the record regarding the arrests and raids.

    
    
    
Manager Dave Roberts has said he doesn't know enough about the issue to comment, but Dodgers hitter Kike Hernandez separately spoke out on Instagram over the weekend.
"I am saddened and infuriated by what's happening in our country and our city," he said in a post in English and Spanish. "I cannot stand to see our community being violated, profiled, abused and ripped apart. ALL people deserve to be treated with respect, dignity and human rights."

    
The response to Nezza's anthem performance
In her viral TikTok video, Nezza is shown speaking with an off-camera Dodgers employee who tells her, "We are going to do the song in English today, so I'm not sure if that wasn't transferred or if that wasn't relayed." She's received an outpouring of support since Saturday from celebrities like Jason Mraz, Kehlani, Chiquis, Ava DuVernay, The Kid Mero, Becky G and more.
"Don't you dare turn your backs on us now. We, as a city, have embraced you and need your support more than ever. Think about who fills up your stadium," said Becky G, addressing the Dodgers in her Instagram story. 
The Spanish-language version Nezza sang, "El Pendon Estrellado," is the official translation of the national anthem and was commissioned in 1945 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt from Peruvian-American composer Clotilde Arias.

    
Nezza says her manager immediately received a call from an unidentified Dodgers employee saying their clients were not welcome at the stadium again, but the baseball team said in a statement to the AP: "There were no consequences or hard feelings from the Dodgers regarding her performance. She was not asked to leave. We would be happy to have her back."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Music artist Nezza reacts after singing the national anthem prior to a baseball game between the Los Angeles Dodgers and the San Francisco Giants in Los Angeles, Saturday, June 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Alcheh, File)]
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The Dodgers' history with Latinos and immigrants in Los Angeles
Dodger Stadium has a long history with immigrant communities in Los Angeles. 
Many proudly wear Dodger blue jerseys and merchandise as an extension of their love for the city -- the team still sells special "Los Dodgers" jerseys on its official website -- and attend the stadium's multiple heritage nights honoring Mexican, Salvadoran, Guatemalan and more immigrant communities, including those from outside Latin America. The Dodgers' fan base is heavily Latino, and the team is among the select few to offer Spanish-language television broadcasts.
The franchise is also frequently praised for its history seeking out diverse talent, including Jackie Robinson (baseball's first Black player), Fernando Valenzuela (a Mexican icon who transcended baseball) and Chan Ho Park (the first Korean in the big leagues). 
But the relationship is not without tension, with some Mexican American and Latino residents resentful of the team's forceful eviction of Latino families in the 1950s to build Dodger Stadium in what is popularly known as Chavez Ravine.

    
Fans have since called for a boycott online, while others say they'd be willing to return if the team spoke out. 
"We love you. You've been so much a big part of our lives. ... We would like to understand that you love us just the same. Or are we just money to you?" asked Power 106's Brown Bag Mornings host Letty Peniche in an Instagram video.
Los Angeles resident Alora Murray is considering a temporary boycott.

    
"Nobody is messing around about this," said Murray. "Los Angeles is built upon the Dodgers. For them to not kind of be with us, I feel like us boycotting or not going to games will send that message."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fans cheer as Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tanner Scott prepares to throw during the ninth inning of a baseball game against the San Francisco Giants in Los Angeles, Saturday, June 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Jessie Alcheh, File)]
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Fans cite inconsistencies about the Dodgers' political stances
Many in the Latino community have been sharing videos of stadium security confronting fans who have political signs or messages on their clothing.
Longtime Dodger fan Emeli Avalos says she doesn't believe the team is apolitical since they released a statement to condemn Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel.
"If it's really about staying out of politics, then why do they support that? But when people down the street from them are getting taken, kidnapped, why do they stay silent?" she said.
Avalos attended Pride Night on June 13 wearing a shirt that said "Abolish ICE" on the front and "FDT" -- an acronym for an expletive directed at President Donald Trump -- on the back. In a popular TikTok video, Avalos is seen speaking with Dodgers security. She says she thought she was going to be asked to leave but was instead asked to cover the back of her shirt with her jersey.
"They told me, 'The front is fine, you just gotta cover the back,'" said Avalos, who said she will not be returning to the stadium.
Another video of a fan being confronted by security for holding a banner with "ICE" crossed out circulated online over the weekend, furthering criticism of the team.
When asked about the incidents, a Dodgers spokesperson pointed to the team's stadium guidelines, which state the team "does not allow signs or banners of any kind." Also prohibited is any attire the Dodgers deem -- at their sole discretion -- to be obscene, profane, vulgar, indecent, violent, threatening, abusive or prejudiced against any individual or group. 

Nezza does not think she will return to the stadium, despite the Dodgers' statement, but says she hopes her performance will inspire others to use their voice and speak out.
"It's just shown me like how much power there is in the Latin community," she said. "We gotta be the voice right now."
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                    Business

    ICE raids and their uncertainty scare off workers and baffle businesses




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Farm workers plow the land for a strawberry field in Oxnard, Calif., on Wednesday, June 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: A farm worker checks the land as workers plow a strawberry field in Oxnard, Calif., on Wednesday, June 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: A farm worker sets up irrigation pipes for a strawberry field in Oxnard, Calif., on Wednesday, June 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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            By 
            PAUL WISEMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Farmers, cattle ranchers and hotel and restaurant managers breathed a sigh of relief last week when President Donald Trump ordered a pause to immigration raids that were disrupting those industries and scaring foreign-born workers off the job.
"There was finally a sense of calm,'' said Rebecca Shi, CEO of the American Business Immigration Coalition.
That respite didn't last long.
On Wednesday, Assistant Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security Tricia McLaughlin declared, "There will be no safe spaces for industries who harbor violent criminals or purposely try to undermine (immigration enforcement) efforts. Worksite enforcement remains a cornerstone of our efforts to safeguard public safety, national security and economic stability.''
The flipflop baffled businesses trying to figure out the government's actual policy, and Shi says now "there's fear and worry once more."

    
"That's not a way to run business when your employees are at this level of stress and trauma," she said. 
Trump campaigned on a promise to deport millions of immigrants working in the United States illegally -- an issue that has long fired up his GOP base. The crackdown intensified a few weeks ago when Stephen Miller, White House deputy chief of staff, gave the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement a quota of 3,000 arrests a day, up from 650 a day in the first five months of Trump's second term.



    
        




    




Suddenly, ICE seemed to be everywhere. "We saw ICE agents on farms, pointing assault rifles at cows, and removing half the workforce,'' said Shi, whose coalition represents 1,700 employers and supports increased legal immigration. 

    
    
    
One ICE raid left a New Mexico dairy with just 20 workers, down from 55. "You can't turn off cows,'' said Beverly Idsinga, the executive director of the Dairy Producers of New Mexico. "They need to be milked twice a day, fed twice a day.''

    
Claudio Gonzalez, a chef at Izakaya Gazen in Los Angeles' Little Tokyo district, said many of his Hispanic workers -- whether they're in the country legally or not -- have been calling out of work recently due to fears that they will be targeted by ICE. His restaurant is a few blocks away from a collection of federal buildings, including an ICE detention center. 
"They sometimes are too scared to work their shift," Gonzalez said. "They kind of feel like it's based on skin color."
In some places, the problem isn't ICE but rumors of ICE. At cherry-harvesting time in Washington state, many foreign-born workers are staying away from the orchards after hearing reports of impending immigration raids. One operation that usually employs 150 pickers is down to 20. Never mind that there hasn't actually been any sign of ICE in the orchards. 
"We've not heard of any real raids,'' said Jon Folden, orchard manager for the farm cooperative Blue Bird in Washington's Wenatchee River Valley. "We've heard a lot of rumors.''
Jennie Murray, CEO of the advocacy group National Immigration Forum, said some immigrant parents worry that their workplaces will be raided and they'll be hauled off by ICE while their kids are in school. They ask themselves, she said: "Do I show up and then my second-grader gets off the school bus and doesn't have a parent to raise them? Maybe I shouldn't show up for work.''

    
The horror stories were conveyed to Trump, members of his administration and lawmakers in Congress by business advocacy and immigration reform groups like Shi's coalition. Last Thursday, the president posted on his Truth Social platform that "Our great Farmers and people in the Hotel and Leisure business have been stating that our very aggressive policy on immigration is taking very good, long time workers away from them, with those jobs being almost impossible to replace."
It was another case of Trump's political agenda slamming smack into economic reality. With U.S. unemployment low at 4.2%, many businesses are desperate for workers, and immigration provides them. 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, foreign-born workers made up less than 19% of employed workers in the United States in 2023. But they accounted for nearly 24% of jobs preparing and serving food and 38% of jobs in farming, fishing and forestry.

    
"It really is clear to me that the people pushing for these raids that target farms and feed yards and dairies have no idea how farms operate," Matt Teagarden, CEO of the Kansas Livestock Association, said Tuesday during a virtual press conference. 
Torsten Slok, chief economist at Apollo Global Management, estimated in January that undocumented workers account for 13% of U.S. farm jobs and 7% of jobs in hospitality businesses such as hotels, restaurants and bars.
The Pew Research Center found last year that 75% of U.S. registered voters -- including 59% of Trump supporters -- agreed that undocumented immigrants mostly fill jobs that American citizens don't want. And an influx of immigrants in 2022 and 2023 allowed the United States to overcome an outbreak of inflation without tipping into recession. 

    
In the past, economists estimated that America's employers could add no more than 100,000 jobs a month without overheating the economy and igniting inflation. But economists Wendy Edelberg and Tara Watson of the Brookings Institution calculated that because of the immigrant arrivals, monthly job growth could reach 160,000 to 200,000 without exerting upward pressure on prices.
Now Trump's deportation plans -- and the uncertainty around them -- are weighing on businesses and the economy.
"The reality is, a significant portion of our industry relies on immigrant labor -- skilled, hardworking people who've been part of our workforce for years. When there are sudden crackdowns or raids, it slows timelines, drives up costs, and makes it harder to plan ahead," says Patrick Murphy, chief investment officer at the Florida building firm Coastal Construction and a former Democratic member of Congress. " We're not sure from one month to the next what the rules are going to be or how they'll be enforced. That uncertainty makes it really hard to operate a forward-looking business."
Adds Douglas Holtz Eakin, former director of the Congressional Budget Office and now president of the conservative American Action Forum think tank: "ICE had detained people who are here lawfully and so now lawful immigrants are afraid to go to work ... All of this goes against other economic objectives the administration might have. The immigration policy and the economic policy are not lining up at all.''
____

AP Staff Writers Jaime Ding in Los Angeles; Valerie Gonzalez in McAllen, Texas; Lisa Mascaro and Chris Megerian in Washington; Mae Anderson and Matt Sedensky in New York, and Associated Press/Report for America journalist Jack Brook in New Orleans contributed to this report.
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                    Technology

    Trump extends TikTok ban deadline for a third time




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The TikTok app logo is shown on an iPhone on Friday, Jan. 17, 2025, in Houston. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)]
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            By 
            BARBARA ORTUTAY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump on Thursday signed an executive order to keep TikTok running in the U.S. for another 90 days to give his administration more time to broker a deal to bring the social media platform under American ownership.
Trump disclosed the executive order on the Truth Social platform Thursday morning. 
"As he has said many times, President Trump does not want TikTok to go dark. This extension will last 90 days, which the administration will spend working to ensure this deal is closed so that the American people can continue to use TikTok with the assurance that their data is safe and secure," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said in a statement on Tuesday. 
It is the third time Trump has extended the deadline. The first one was through an executive order on Jan. 20, his first day in office, after the platform went dark briefly when a national ban -- approved by Congress and upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court -- took effect. The second was in April when White House officials believed they were nearing a deal to spin off TikTok into a new company with U.S. ownership that fell apart after China backed out following Trump's tariff announcement. 

    
It is not clear how many times Trump can -- or will -- keep extending the ban as the government continues to try to negotiate a deal for TikTok, which is owned by China's ByteDance. While there is no clear legal basis for the extensions, so far there have been no legal challenges to fight them. Trump has amassed more than 15 million followers on TikTok since he joined last year, and he has credited the trendsetting platform with helping him gain traction among young voters. He said in January that he has a "warm spot for TikTok."



    
        




    




TikTok praised Trump for signing an extension Thursday. 

    
    * Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


"We are grateful for President Trump's leadership and support in ensuring that TikTok continues to be available for more than 170 million American users and 7.5 million U.S. businesses that rely on the platform as we continue to work with Vice President Vance's Office," the company said in a statement. 

    
    
    
As the extensions continue, it appears less and less likely that TikTok will be banned in the U.S. any time soon. The decision to keep TikTok alive through an executive order has received some scrutiny, but it has not faced a legal challenge in court -- unlike many of Trump's other executive orders. 

    
Jeremy Goldman, analyst at Emarketer, called TikTok's U.S situation a "deadline purgatory."
The whole thing "is starting to feel less like a ticking clock and more like a looped ringtone. This political Groundhog Day is starting to resemble the debt ceiling drama: a recurring threat with no real resolution."
That's not stopping TikTok from pushing forward with its platform, Forrester analyst Kelsey Chickering says.
"TikTok's behavior also indicates they're confident in their future, as they rolled out new AI video tools at Cannes this week," Chickering notes. "Smaller players, like Snap, will try to steal share during this 'uncertain time,' but they will not succeed because this next round for TikTok isn't uncertain at all."

    
For now, TikTok continues to function for its 170 million users in the U.S., and tech giants Apple, Google and Oracle were persuaded to continue to offer and support the app, on the promise that Trump's Justice Department would not use the law to seek potentially steep fines against them.
Americans are even more closely divided on what to do about TikTok than they were two years ago.
A recent Pew Research Center survey found that about one-third of Americans said they supported a TikTok ban, down from 50% in March 2023. Roughly one-third said they would oppose a ban, and a similar percentage said they weren't sure.
Among those who said they supported banning the social media platform, about 8 in 10 cited concerns over users' data security being at risk as a major factor in their decision, according to the report.

Democratic Sen. Mark Warner of Virginia, vice chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee, said the Trump administration is once again "flouting the law and ignoring its own national security findings about the risks" posed by a China-controlled TikTok. 
"An executive order can't sidestep the law, but that's exactly what the president is trying to do," Warner added. 
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                    World News

    Russia's economy minister says the country is on 'the brink of recession'




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: In this photo released by the Roscongress Foundation, Minister of Economic Development of the Russian Federation Maxim Reshetnikov attends a plenary session of the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (Roscongress Foundation via AP)]
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[image: Guests and participants walk in front of a TV screen showing Russian President Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum in St. Petersburg, Russia, Wednesday, June 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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[image: Guests and participants walk in front of a model of the Order of Victory on the sidelines of the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum in St. Petersburg, Russia, Wednesday, June 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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                                        ST. PETERSBURG, Russia (AP) -- Russia's economy is "on the brink of going into a recession," the country's economy minister said Thursday, according to Russian media reports. 
Economy Minister Maxim Reshetnikov delivered the warning at the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum, the annual event in Russia's second largest city designed to highlight the country's economic prowess and court foreign investors. 
Russian business news outlet RBC quoted the official as saying "the numbers indicate cooling, but all our numbers are (like) a rearview mirror. Judging by the way businesses currently feel and the indicators, we are already, it seems to me, on the brink of going into a recession."
The economy, hit with a slew of sanctions after the Kremlin sent troops into Ukraine in February 2022, has so far outperformed predictions. High defense spending has propelled growth and kept unemployment low despite fueling inflation. At the same time, wages have gone up to keep pace with inflation, leaving many workers better off.

    
Large recruiting bonuses for military enlistees and death benefits for those killed in Ukraine also have put more income into the country's poorer regions. But over the long term, inflation and a lack of foreign investments remain threats to the economy, leaving a question mark over how long the militarized economy can keep going. 


Economists have warned of mounting pressure on the economy and the likelihood it would stagnate due to lack of investment in sectors other than the military. 


    
    
    
Speaking at a forum session, Reshetnikov said Russia was "on the brink," and whether the country would slide into a recession or not depends on the government's actions. 
"Going forward, it all depends on our decisions," Reshetnikov said, according to RBC. 
RBC reported Russia's Finance Minister Anton Siluanov and Central Bank Gov. Elvira Nabiullina gave more optimistic assessments.
Siluanov spoke about the economy "cooling" but noted that after any cooling "the summer always comes," RBC reported.
Nabiullina said Russia's economy was merely "coming out of overheating," according to RBC. 
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    Early humans survived in a range of extreme environments before global migration, study says




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This combination of 2007, 2018 and 2012 photos shows, from left, the Cederberg mountain range in South Africa, the Tenere desert in Niger and savanna in South Africa. (AP Photo/Schalk van Zuydam, Jerome Delay, Matthew Craft)]
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            CHRISTINA LARSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Humans are the only animal that lives in virtually every possible environment, from rainforests to deserts to tundra.
This adaptability is a skill that long predates the modern age. According to a new study published Wednesday in Nature, ancient Homo sapiens developed the flexibility to survive by finding food and other resources in a wide variety of difficult habitats before they dispersed from Africa about 50,000 years ago. 
"Our superpower is that we are ecosystem generalists," said Eleanor Scerri, an evolutionary archaeologist at the Max Planck Institute of Geoanthropology in Jena, Germany.
Our species first evolved in Africa around 300,000 years ago. While prior fossil finds show some groups made early forays outside the continent, lasting human settlements in other parts of the world didn't happen until a series of migrations around 50,000 years ago.

    
"What was different about the circumstance of the migrations that succeeded -- why were humans ready this time?" said study co-author Emily Hallett, an archaeologist at Loyola University Chicago.
Earlier theories held that Stone Age humans might have made a single important technological advance or developed a new way of sharing information, but researchers haven't found evidence to back that up. 
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[image: This undated photo released by Frankie Jackson, a UK-registered veterinary nurse and certified animal behavior consultant, shows Jackson with her dog, Rook, at her home in Smyrna, Ga. (AP Photo/Frankie Jackson)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                In stressful times, our anxiety can rub off on pets. Causes and cures for pet anxiety
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This cover image released by Phaidon shows "The Spanish Mediterranean Islands Cookbook" by Jeff Koehler. (Phaidon via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Humble fish stew showcases the underappreciated cuisine of Spain's Balearic islands
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




This study took a different approach by looking at the trait of flexibility itself.
The scientists assembled a database of archaeological sites showing human presence across Africa from 120,000 to 14,000 years ago. For each site, researchers modeled what the local climate would have been like during the time periods that ancient humans lived there.

    
    
    
"There was a really sharp change in the range of habitats that humans were using starting around 70,000 years ago," Hallett said. "We saw a really clear signal that humans were living in more challenging and more extreme environments."

    
While humans had long survived in savanna and forests, they shifted into everything from from dense rainforests to arid deserts in the period leading up to 50,000 years ago, developing what Hallett called an "ecological flexibility that let them succeed."
While this leap in abilities is impressive, it's important not to assume that only Homo sapiens did it, said University of Bordeaux archaeologist William Banks, who was not involved in the research.
Other groups of early human ancestors also left Africa and established long-term settlements elsewhere, including those that evolved into Europe's Neanderthals, he said. 
The new research helps explain why humans were ready to expand across the world way back when, he said, but it doesn't answer the lasting question of why only our species remains today. 
___
This story was first published on Jun. 18, 2025. It was updated on Jun. 19, 2025 to correct the spelling of one of the study's authors in two places. Her name is Emily Hallett, not Emily Hallet. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Meet the bug that uses the stars to navigate hundreds of miles




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by Ajay Narendra shows an Australian Bogong moth at the Ramshead Range of the Snowy Mountains in New South Wales, Australia. (Ajay Narendra via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by Eric Warrant shows Bogong moths resting in a cave at the Ramshead Range of the Snowy Mountains in New South Wales, Australia. (Eric Warrant via AP)]
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            This image provided by Eric Warrant shows Bogong moths resting in a cave at the Ramshead Range of the Snowy Mountains in New South Wales, Australia. (Eric Warrant via AP)
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[image: This image provided by Eric Warrant shows the mountainous landscape near caves where Australian Bogong moths go to cool down and rest at the Ramshead Range of the Snowy Mountains in New South Wales, Australia. (Eric Warrant via AP)]
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            This image provided by Eric Warrant shows the mountainous landscape near caves where Australian Bogong moths go to cool down and rest at the Ramshead Range of the Snowy Mountains in New South Wales, Australia. (Eric Warrant via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- An Australian moth follows the stars during its yearly migration, using the night sky as a guiding compass, according to a new study. 
When temperatures heat up, nocturnal Bogong moths fly about 620 miles (1,000 kilometers) to cool down in caves by the Australian Alps. They later return home to breed and die.
Birds routinely navigate by starlight, but the moths are the first known invertebrates, or creatures without a backbone, to find their way across such long distances using the stars. 
Scientists have long wondered how the moths travel to a place they've never been. A previous study hinted that Earth's magnetic field might help steer them in the right direction, along with some kind of visual landmark as a guide.
Since stars appear in predictable patterns each night, scientists suspected they might help lead the way. They placed moths in a flight simulator that mimicked the night sky above them and blocked out the Earth's magnetic field, noting where they flew. Then they scrambled the stars and saw how the moths reacted.

    
When the stars were as they should be, the moths flapped in the right direction. But when the stars were in random places, the moths were disoriented. Their brain cells also got excited in response to specific orientations of the night sky.



    
        




    




The findings were published Wednesday in the journal Nature. 
It "was a very clean, impressive demonstration that the moths really are using a view of the night sky to guide their movements," said Kenneth Lohmann, who studies animal navigation at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and was not involved with the new research.

    
    
    
Researchers don't know what features of the night sky the moths use to find their way. It could be a stripe of light from the Milky Way, a colorful nebula or something else entirely. Whatever it is, the insects seem to rely on that along with Earth's magnetic field to make their journey. 

    
Other animals harness the stars as a guide. Birds take celestial cues as they soar through the skies and dung beetles roll their remains short distances while using the Milky Way to stay on course. 
 It's an impressive feat for Bogong moths whose brains are smaller than size of a grain of rice to rely on the night sky for their odyssey, said study author David Dreyer with Lund University in Sweden.
"It's remarkable that an animal with such a tiny brain can actually do this," Dreyer said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    This photo of the nearby Sculptor galaxy spans 65,000 light years




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This handout provided by the European Southern Observatory shows a detailed, thousand-colour image of the Sculptor Galaxy captured with the MUSE instrument at ESO's Very Large Telescope (VLT). (ESO via AP)]
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            By 
            MARCIA DUNN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- Astronomers have revealed a nearby spiral galaxy in all its brilliant glory, shining in thousands of colors.
The dazzling panoramic shot released Wednesday of the Sculptor galaxy by a telescope in Chile is so detailed that it's already serving as a star-packed map.
Scientists used the European Southern Observatory's Very Large Telescope to observe the galaxy for some 50 hours, stitching together more than 100 exposures to create the picture. The image spans 65,000 light-years, almost the entire galaxy. A light-year is 5.8 trillion miles.
Sculptor -- officially labeled NGC 253 -- is considered a starburst galaxy, one heavy with stellar action. It's located 11 million light-years away in the Southern Hemisphere's constellation Sculptor, and easy to view with binoculars or small telescopes.
"The Sculptor galaxy is in a sweet spot," the observatory's Enrico Congiu, who led the research, said in a statement. "It is close enough that we can resolve its internal structure and study its building blocks with incredible detail, but at the same time, big enough that we can still see it as a whole system."

    
The more shades of color from stars, gas and dust in a galaxy, the more clues to their age, composition and motion, according to the scientists. Sculptor's latest snapshot contains thousands of colors -- a glowing montage of purples, pinks and yellows -- compared with just a handful for traditional pictures. 
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[image: This combination of 2007, 2018 and 2012 photos shows, from left, the Cederberg mountain range in South Africa, the Tenere desert in Niger and savanna in South Africa. (AP Photo/Schalk van Zuydam, Jerome Delay, Matthew Craft)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Early humans survived in a range of extreme environments before global migration, study says
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Peacock shows Roy Scheider in a scene from "Jaws." (Peacock/Universal Pictures via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The biggest summer blockbusters of all time, ranked by box office
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated photo released by Frankie Jackson, a UK-registered veterinary nurse and certified animal behavior consultant, shows Jackson with her dog, Rook, at her home in Smyrna, Ga. (AP Photo/Frankie Jackson)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                In stressful times, our anxiety can rub off on pets. Causes and cures for pet anxiety
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The team has already discovered 500 planetary nebulae, clouds of gas and dust from dying stars that can serve as cosmic mile markers. Their research has been accepted for publication in the journal Astronomy & Astrophysics.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    World News

    A hillside of white crosses fuels a misleading story about South Africa's farm killings




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    The Witkruis Monument is a memorial only to white people who were killed on farms over the last three decades. The memorial has driven a discredited narrative that white farmers in the majority Black country are being targeted in a widespread, race-based system of persecution. It's been seized upon by conservative commentators in the United States, amplified by South African-born Elon Musk and U.S. President Donald Trump. (AP Video shot by Alfonso Nqunjana and Nqobile Ntshangase)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            MOGOMOTSI MAGOME and ALFONSO NQUNJANA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        MOKOPANE, South Africa (AP) -- The white crosses are staked in the ground on an otherwise barren hillside on the edge of a farm, each one standing as a reminder of a terrible story of a person being killed.
But the crosses, nearly 3,000 of them, do not tell the full story of South Africa's farm killings.
The Witkruis Monument -- which means White Cross Monument in the language spoken by South Africa's white Afrikaner minority -- is a memorial only to white people who were killed on farms over the last three decades. It's a visceral snapshot seized on by some South Africans to drive a discredited narrative that white farmers in the majority Black country are being targeted in a widespread, race-based system of persecution.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Crosses, memorializing white farmers who were killed, are seen at Witkruis Monument near Polokwane, South Africa, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Crosses, memorializing white farmers who were killed, are seen at Witkruis Monument near Polokwane, South Africa, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
The false narrative has also been spread by conservative commentators in the United States and elsewhere -- and amplified by South African-born Elon Musk and U.S. President Donald Trump. Last month, Trump escalated the rhetoric, using the term "genocide" to describe violence against white farmers.

    
The South African government and experts who have studied farm killings have publicly denounced the misinformation spread by Trump and others. Even the caretaker of Witkruis says the monument -- which makes no reference to the hundreds of Black South African farmers and farmworkers who have been killed -- does not tell the complete story.



    
        




    




The killings of farmers and farmworkers, regardless of race, are a tiny percentage of the country's high level of crime, and they typically occur during armed robberies, according to available statistics and two studies carried out over the last 25 years.

    
    
    
Yet because wealthier white people own 72% of South Africa's privately owned farms, according to census data, they are disproportionately affected by these often brutal crimes. Black people own just 4% of the country's privately owned farmland, and the rest is owned by people who are mixed race or of Indian heritage.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dewet Ungerer, an AfriForum coordinator, patrols a road during a neighborhood and farm security watch operation in Bashewa area, near Pretoria, South Africa, March 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Alet Pretorius)]



        

        
        
            
                    Dewet Ungerer, an AfriForum coordinator, patrols a road during a neighborhood and farm security watch operation in Bashewa area, near Pretoria, South Africa, March 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Alet Pretorius)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Misinformation about farm killings has been fueled by right-wing political groups in South Africa and others outside the country, said Gareth Newman, a crime expert at the Institute for Security Studies think tank in Pretoria.

    
Some of the fringe South African groups, which hold no official power, boycotted the country's first democratic elections in 1994, when South Africa's apartheid system of white minority rule officially ended. They have espoused a debunked theory of persecution -- in a country where whites make up about 7% of the population -- ever since.
"They held on to these beliefs as a way of maintaining social cohesion in their groups, making sure that they can obtain funding and support," Newman said. "And they were getting support from right-wing groups abroad because it fit their narrative."
A monument to white victims

The Witkruis Monument was started in 2004 but recognizes victims going back to 1994.
Each year, more crosses are planted to memorialize white farmers and their family members who were killed, organizers say. Recently, they've planted around 50 crosses a year.
Kobus de Lange, a local Afrikaner farmer, has taken on the role of caretaker of Witkruis. He gave The Associated Press access to see the memorial, bringing along his wife and children to help tidy up the monument in the country's north, near the town of Mokopane.

    
De Lange expressed the fear and frustration of a white farming community that feels authorities have not done enough to protect them. One of his sons wore a T-shirt with the slogan "enough is enough" -- written in their Afrikaans language -- in reference to the killings.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jano de Lange, wearing a shirt that reads, "Enough is enough," observes white crosses at the Witkruis Monument, near Polokwane, South Africa, May 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Mogomotsi Magome)]



        

        
        
            
                    Jano de Lange, wearing a shirt that reads, "Enough is enough," observes white crosses at the Witkruis Monument, near Polokwane, South Africa, May 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Mogomotsi Magome)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
But de Lange acknowledged that the memorial does not capture the full scope of farm killings.
"It's across the board, there are Black farmers who are also attacked," de Lange said. He said in some farm attacks, Black farmworkers are tortured by criminals for information on how to break into the main farmhouse.

    
The Witkruis Monument would be willing to put up crosses to Black farmers and farmworkers who have been killed, but their relatives haven't requested it, he said.
The monument includes memorabilia bearing the flags of conservative Afrikaner movements, symbols that are generally frowned upon because Afrikaners were at the heart of the apartheid government.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anita de Lange, left, and her son, Hansie de Lange, tidy up at the Witkruis Monument, near Polokwane, South Africa, May 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Mogomotsi Magome)]
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Black farmworkers are also vulnerable
From April 2023 through March 2024, there were 49 farm killings recorded by AfriForum, a white Afrikaner lobby group. That's about 0.2% of overall murders tallied by the government over the same period. The group recorded 296 farm robberies in that timeframe, or about 0.7% of all robberies.

    
AfriForum's numbers don't include killings of Black farmers and workers, and the country's official crime statistics are not broken down by race.
Black people make up more than 80% of South Africa's population of 62 million, and most victims of violent crime across South Africa are Black. But there is no public relations campaign to raise awareness about the killing of Black farmers.
Across racial lines, most public outcry about crime in South Africa is over the high rates of rape and murder of women and children, which mostly takes place in cities and townships.
To tamp down misinformation, South African police last month took the unprecedented step of providing a racial breakdown of farm killings during the first three months of the year. Between January and March, there were six murders on farms, down from 12 during the same period last year. One of the victims was white, the rest were Black.
"What Donald Trump is saying about whites being targeted does not exist," said MmaNtuli Buthelezi, who lives on a farm in Normandien, a rural area in KwaZulu-Natal province.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A young girl walks in Normandien, a rural area in KwaZulu-Natal province, South Africa, May 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Alfonso Nqunjana)]



        

        
        
            
                    A young girl walks in Normandien, a rural area in KwaZulu-Natal province, South Africa, May 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Alfonso Nqunjana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Black farmworkers also feel vulnerable, Buthelezi said. "We don't even have small firearms. Our weapons are just a spear and a shield, and sticks we get from the woods."
Nomandien is an area where the farming community planted white crosses to raise awareness about farm killings in 2020. During a White House visit last month by South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, Trump showed a video in which he incorrectly referred to the location as a "burial site" of slain white farmers.
Also, and without evidence, Trump has accused South Africa's Black-led government of "fueling" what he said was racially motivated violence against whites. In February, Trump issued an executive order punishing the country by banning all U.S. aid and assistance to South Africa.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump meets with South Africa's President Cyril Ramaphosa in the Oval Office of the White House, in Washington, May 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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What is the motive for South Africa's farm killings?

The Trump administration has cited a chant used by a minority Black-led political party in South Africa that has the lyrics "shoot the farmer" as contributing to what it claims is the racially motivated killings of white farmers. Violent crimes against farmers were a problem for years before the apartheid-era chant was revived.
The South African government investigated farm killings in 2003. It interviewed dozens of police detectives and other experts and concluded that robbery was the most common motive for violent crimes, including murders, that occurred on farms. A study by the South African Human Rights Commission in 2015 reached a similar conclusion.
"It is criminal individuals and groups that are targeting them because they are considered vulnerable," said Newham, who has researched the subject for more than 15 years. "They have things like cars, guns and laptops."

In some cases, perpetrators are former laborers who return to attack, kill and rob farm owners to settle disputes over money. In others, disgruntled former employees had returned simply for revenge, according to historical records of the National Prosecuting Authority.
___
Nqunjana reported from Normandien, South Africa.
___
More AP news on South Africa: https://apnews.com/hub/south-africa

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/south-africa-farm-killings-musk-trump-misinformation-d60c4417f6613afb8de7460433819bfa



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    U.S. News

    FACT FOCUS: A Craigslist ad is not proof of paid protesters in LA. It was posted as a prank




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Protesters prepare to launch projectiles during protests over the Trump administration's immigration raids in Los Angeles, Monday, June 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)]
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[image: Protesters gather near the metropolitan detention center Monday, June 9, 2025, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)]
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[image: Los Angeles Police Department officers scuffle with demonstrators during a protest in response to a series of United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) raids, in Los Angeles, on Monday, June 9, 2025. (Stephen Lam/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)]
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            Los Angeles Police Department officers scuffle with demonstrators during a protest in response to a series of United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) raids, in Los Angeles, on Monday, June 9, 2025. (Stephen Lam/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police move protesters away from a van leaving the Federal Building in Santa Ana, Calif., on Monday, June 9, 2025. (Jeff Gritchen/The Orange County Register via AP)]
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            By 
            MELISSA GOLDIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        As demonstrations in Los Angeles over immigration raids unfolded in recent days, social media users falsely cited a Craigslist ad as evidence that protesters had been paid to participate.
"We are forming a select team of THE TOUGHEST dudes in the area," the ad, which is no longer live, read. "This unit will be activated only when the situation demands it -- BUT YOU GET PAID EVERY WEEK NO MATTER WHAT. high-pressure, high-risk, no room for hesitation. We need individuals who do not break, panic, or fold under stress and are basically kickass dudes." It offered $6,500-$12,500 in compensation per week.
But the ad was a prank, it is not related to the Los Angeles protests.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: A Craigslist ad seeking "the toughest badasses in the city" is proof that Los Angeles demonstrations over immigration raids are made up of paid protesters.

    
THE FACTS: This is false. The ad, which appeared in Craigslist's Los Angeles section for general labor jobs, was bait for a prank show and had nothing to do with the protests in Los Angeles, the ad's creator told The Associated Press. It was posted on Thursday, the day before the protests began. In a livestreamed episode on Friday, the show's hosts called and spoke with people who responded to the ad.



    
        




    




"I literally had no idea it was ever going to be connected to the riots. It was a really weird coincidence," said Joey LaFleur, who posted the ad on Craigslist.

    
    
    
The ad was developed as part of a new prank show called "Goofcon1," said LaFleur, who hosts the podcast with Logan Quiroz. On their show Friday, the day protests began, they spoke live on the phone with people who responded during Goofcon1's third episode. LaFleur noted during the episode that he also posted a more "militaristic" version of the ad in Craigslist's Austin section, but didn't get many responses.
Screenshots of the ad were used in social media posts on multiple platforms, cited as proof that those involved in the Los Angeles protests had been paid. The posts gained tens of thousands of likes, shares, and views.

    
"CALIFORNIA RIOT IS A FUNDED OPERATION," reads one X post sharing the ad. "Destabilizing the Trump administration and the United States in general is the goal. Then, they receive billions of federal funding to 'fix' the damage and pocket the money."
A TikTok video sharing the ad viewed approximately 14,100 times called protesters "paid agitators" who are turning "what was initially a peaceful protest of just marching into a full-blown riot."
Others pointed to the ad as evidence that the protests "aren't organic" or have been faked by Democrats.
After screenshots of the ad spread on social media, LaFleur posted about the confusion on his Instagram story multiple times. 
"Accidentally goofed the entire nation on the latest @goofcon1," one post reads. In another, he muses: "I don't really know what to do with any of this. I guess get on Newsmax, or something. If I get on Newsmax, that could be funny."

False claims about paid protesters regularly spread around demonstrations, especially those that attract national or international attention. Similar false claims spread widely in 2020 during demonstrations over George Floyd's death at the hands of Minneapolis police.
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                    U.S. News

    Unsubstantiated 'chemtrail' conspiracy theories lead to legislation proposed in US statehouses




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A plane flies over Oakland Alameda Coliseum in Oakland, Calif., April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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[image: Jody Fischer, director of flight operations for a North Dakota-based cloud seeding business, adjusts flares used for a seeding on a plane outside the company headquarters in Fargo, N.D., Sept. 20, 2017. (AP Photo/Dave Kolpack, File)]
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            By 
            SARA CLINE and MELISSA GOLDIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) -- As Louisiana Rep. Kimberly Landry Coates stood before her colleagues in the state's Legislature she warned that the bill she was presenting might "seem strange" or even crazy.
Some lawmakers laughed with disbelief and others listened intently, as Coates described situations that are often noted in discussions of "chemtrails" -- a decades-old conspiracy theory that posits the white lines left behind by aircraft in the sky are releasing chemicals for any number of reasons, some of them nefarious. As she urged lawmakers to ban the unsubstantiated practice, she told skeptics to "start looking up" at the sky.
"I'm really worried about what is going on above us and what is happening, and we as Louisiana citizens did not give anyone the right to do this above us," the Republican said.
Louisiana is the latest state taking inspiration from a wide-ranging conspiratorial narrative, mixing it with facts, to create legislation. Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee signed a similar measure into law last year and one in Florida has passed both the House and the Senate. More than a dozen other states, from New York to Arizona, have introduced their own legislation. 

    
Such bills being crafted is indicative of how misinformation is moving beyond the online world and into public policy. Elevating unsubstantiated theories or outright falsehoods into the legislative arena not only erodes democratic processes, according to experts, it provides credibility where there is none and takes away resources from actual issues that need to be addressed.



    
        




    




"Every bill like this is kind of symbolic, or is introduced to appease a very vocal group, but it can still cause real harm by signaling that these conspiracies deserve this level of legal attention," said Donnell Probst, interim executive director of the National Association for Media Literacy Education.

    
    
    
Louisiana's bill, which is awaiting Republican Gov. Jeff Landry's signature, prohibits anyone from "intentionally" injecting, releasing, applying or dispersing chemicals into the atmosphere with the purpose of affecting the "temperature, weather, climate, or intensity of sunlight." It also requires the Department of Environmental Quality to collect reports from anyone who believes they have observed such activities. 

    
While some lawmakers have targeted real weather modification techniques that are not widespread or still in their infancy, others have pointed to dubious evidence to support legislation.
Discussion about weather control and banning "chemtrails" has been hoisted into the spotlight by high-profile political officials, including Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene.
Recently, Marla Maples, the ex-wife of President Donald Trump, spoke in support of Florida's legislation. She said she was motivated to "start digging" after seeing a rise in Alzheimer's.
Asked jokingly by a Democratic state senator if she knew anyone in the federal government who could help on the issue, Maples smiled and said, "I sure do."

    
Chemtrails vs. contrails
Chemtrail conspiracy theories, which have been widely debunked and include a myriad of claims, are not new. The publication of a 1996 Air Force report on the possible future benefits of weather modification is often cited as an early driver of the narrative.
Some say that evidence of the claims is happening right before the publics' eyes, alleging that the white streaks stretching behind aircrafts reveal chemicals being spread in the air, for everything from climate manipulation to mind control. 
Ken Leppert, an associate professor of atmospheric science at the University of Louisiana Monroe, said the streaks are actually primarily composed of water and that there is "no malicious intent behind" the thin clouds. He says the streaks are formed as exhaust is emitted from aircrafts, when the humidity is high and air temperature is low, and that ship engines produce the same phenomenon.
A fact sheet about contrails, published by multiple government agencies including NASA and the Environmental Protection Agency, explains that the streaks left behind by planes do not pose health risks to humans. However, the trails, which have been produced since the earliest days of jet aviation, do impact the cloudiness of Earth's atmosphere and can therefore affect atmospheric temperature and climate. 

    
Scientists have overwhelmingly agreed that data or evidence cited as proof of chemtrails "could be explained through other factors, including well-understood physics and chemistry associated with aircraft contrails and atmospheric aerosols," according to a 2016 survey published in the journal Environmental Research Letters. In the survey of 77 chemists and geochemists, 76 said they were not aware of evidence proving the existence of a secret large-scale atmospheric program.
"It's pure myth and conspiracy," Leppert said. 

    
Cloud seeding
While many of the arguments lawmakers have used to support the chemtrails narrative are not based in fact, others misrepresent actual scientific endeavors, such as cloud seeding; a process by which an artificial material -- usually silver iodide -- is used to induce precipitation or to clear fog.
"It's maybe really weak control of the weather, but it's not like we're going to move this cloud here, move this hurricane here, or anything like that," Leppert said.
Parker Cardwell, an employee of a California-based cloud seeding company called Rainmaker, testified before lawmakers in Louisiana and asked that an amendment be made to the legislation to avoid impacts to the industry. 
The practice is an imprecise undertaking with mixed results that isn't widely used, especially in Louisiana, which has significant natural rainfall. According to Louisiana's Department of Agriculture and Forestry, a cloud seeding permit or license has never been issued in the state.
Geoengineering
While presenting Louisiana's bill last week, Coates said her research found charts and graphics from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration on spraying the air with heavy metals to reflect sunlight back into space to cool the Earth.
The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2022 directed the Office of Science and Technology Policy, with support from NOAA, to develop an initial governance framework and research plan related to solar radiation modification, or SRM. A resulting report, which Coates holds up in the House session, focuses on possible future actions and does not reflect decisions that had already been made.
SRM "refers to deliberate, large-scale actions intended to decrease global average surface temperatures by increasing the reflection of sunlight away from the Earth," according to NOAA. It is a type of geoengineering. Research into the viability of many methods and potential unintended consequences is ongoing, but none have actually been deployed.
Taking focus
In recent years, misinformation and conspiratorial narratives have become more common during the debates and committee testimonies that are a part of Louisiana's lawmaking process.
And while legislators say Louisiana's new bill doesn't really have teeth, opponents say it still takes away time and focus from important work and more pressing topics. 

State Rep. Denise Marcelle, a Democrat who opposed Louisiana's bill, pointed to other issues ailing the state, which has some of the highest incarceration, poverty, crime, and maternal mortality rates.
"I just feel like we owe the people of Louisiana much more than to be talking about things that I don't see and that aren't real," she said. 
___
Associated Press writers Kate Payne in Tallahassee, Florida, and Jack Dura in Bismarck, North Dakota, contributed to this story.
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                    Sports

    Stanley Cup damaged as the Florida Panthers celebrate a second straight championship




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Florida Panthers' Matthew Tkachuk holds up the Stanley Cup during the team's celebration, Wednesday, June 18, 2025, at the Elbo Room in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. The dent on the cup is clearly visible near his left hand. (Joe Cavaretta/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP)]
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            Florida Panthers' Matthew Tkachuk holds up the Stanley Cup during the team's celebration, Wednesday, June 18, 2025, at the Elbo Room in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. The dent on the cup is clearly visible near his left hand. (Joe Cavaretta/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the Florida Panthers hockey team celebrate with fans outside the Elbo Room, Wednesday, June 18, 2025, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., the morning after defeating Edmonton in Game 6 of the Stanley Cup Final. (Amy Beth Bennett/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP)]
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            Members of the Florida Panthers hockey team celebrate with fans outside the Elbo Room, Wednesday, June 18, 2025, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., the morning after defeating Edmonton in Game 6 of the Stanley Cup Final. (Amy Beth Bennett/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Florida Panthers center Sam Reinhart (13) kisses the Stanley Cup after defeating the Edmonton Oilers in Game 6 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Final Tuesday, June 17, 2025, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Florida Panthers center Sam Reinhart (13) kisses the Stanley Cup after defeating the Edmonton Oilers in Game 6 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Final Tuesday, June 17, 2025, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Florida Panthers left wing Matthew Tkachuk, front. and defenseman Gustav Forsling pour beer from the Stanley Cup onto fans at the Elbo Room, Wednesday, June 18, 2025, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., the morning after defeating Edmonton in Game 6 of the Stanley Cup Final. (Joe Cavaretta/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Members of the Florida Panthers hockey team celebrate with fans outside the Elbo Room, Wednesday, June 18, 2025, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., the morning after defeating Edmonton in Game 6 of the Stanley Cup Final. (Amy Beth Bennett/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Florida Panthers center Sam Reinhart (13) kisses the Stanley Cup after defeating the Edmonton Oilers in Game 6 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Final Tuesday, June 17, 2025, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)]
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                                        FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) -- The Stanley Cup is a little banged up, thanks to the Florida Panthers' celebration of back-to-back titles.
The bowl of the famous trophy is cracked and the bottom is dented. Not for the first time and likely not the last.
The Panthers won their second consecutive championship on home ice Tuesday night, beating Edmonton in six games. The team, following decades of tradition, partied with the Cup into the wee hours and kept the revelry going in Fort Lauderdale well into Wednesday afternoon. 
A spokesperson for the Hockey Hall of Fame said the keepers of the Cup are taking the appropriate steps and plan to have it repaired by the celebration parade on Sunday. Made of silver and a nickel alloy, the 37-pound Cup is relatively malleable.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    




        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

Damage is nothing new for the 131-year-old silver chalice that has been submerged in pools and the Atlantic Ocean and mishandled by players, coaches and staff for more than a century. Just this decade alone, the Tampa Bay Lightning dropped the Cup during their boat parade in 2021 and the Colorado Avalanche dented it on the ice the night they won the following year.
___
AP Hockey Writer Stephen Whyno contributed.
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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                    Oddities

    A Michigan bear roamed the woods for two years with an awful lid on his neck. Not anymore.




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: In this image provided by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, DNS staffers, from left, Angela Kujawa, Sherry Raifsnider and Miranda VanCleave work to remove a lid from the neck of an immobilized black bear near Hillman, Michigan, on June 3, 2025. ( Michigan Department of Natural Resources via AP)]
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            In this image provided by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, DNS staffers, from left, Angela Kujawa, Sherry Raifsnider and Miranda VanCleave work to remove a lid from the neck of an immobilized black bear near Hillman, Michigan, on June 3, 2025. ( Michigan Department of Natural Resources via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image provided by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, the neck of a black bear is shown after a lid was removed after two years on June 3, 2025, near Hillman, Mich. ( Michigan Department of Natural Resources via AP)]
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            In this image provided by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, the neck of a black bear is shown after a lid was removed after two years on June 3, 2025, near Hillman, Mich. ( Michigan Department of Natural Resources via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image provided by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, wildlife biologist Angela Kujawa collects data from an immobilized black bear after a lid was removed from the animal's neck near Hillman, Michigan, on June 3, 2025. ( Michigan Department of Natural Resources via AP)]
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            In this image provided by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, wildlife biologist Angela Kujawa collects data from an immobilized black bear after a lid was removed from the animal's neck near Hillman, Michigan, on June 3, 2025. ( Michigan Department of Natural Resources via AP)
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            ED WHITE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Michigan wildlife experts finally were able to trap a black bear and remove a large lid that was stuck around his neck -- for two years.
"It's pretty incredible that the bear survived and was able to feed itself," state bear specialist Cody Norton said Wednesday. "The neck was scarred and missing hair, but the bear was in much better condition than we expected it to be."
The bear first turned up on a trail camera as a cub in 2023 in the northern Lower Peninsula. After that, the Department of Natural Resources was on the lookout for the elusive animal with a hard plastic lid around the neck, Norton said.
The bear appeared again on a camera in late May, still wearing the barrel lid, and the DNR responded by setting a cylindrical trap and safely luring him inside. The bear was immobilized with an injection and the lid was cut off in minutes on June 3. The bear eventually woke up and rambled away. 

    
Angela Kujawa, a wildlife biologist who was at the scene, said she wondered about the bear's ability to climb trees with the uncomfortable accessory.
"And he probably laid more on his back or side when he was resting," she said.




    
        




    




Norton said it's not precisely known how the lid got stuck on the bear's neck. Bear baiting is legal in Michigan, but the hole on a barrel lid typically must be large enough to avoid what happened to this bear.
The bear weighed 110 pounds (49.9 kilograms), which is fairly typical for a 2-year-old.
"We were pleasantly surprised. It was still able to make a living like a pretty typical bear," Norton said.
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                    World News

    An 80-year-old drives a luxury Mercedes sedan down Rome's Spanish Steps and gets stuck




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A man walks up the historical Spanish Steps, in Rome, Friday, Nov. 20, 2020. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, file)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- An 80-year-old man drove a compact luxury Mercedes-Benz A Class sedan down the landmark Spanish Steps in Rome early on Tuesday before getting stuck part way down, municipal police said in a statement.
The man tested negative for alcohol, and was cited on the spot for driving down the monument in Rome's historic center, police said. Police said the man, a resident of Rome, was at a loss to explain how he had wound up driving down the famed steps. They did not release his name and it was unclear if the car was his.
The small sporty car was later removed by firefighters using a crane. Police did not respond to requests for more details about the dynamics of the apparent accident.
One of Rome's most recognizable monuments, the Spanish Steps have never been intended for motor vehicles, although some thrill seekers have tried their luck. A Saudi man was charged with aggravated damage to cultural heritage after a surveillance camera recorded him driving a rented Maserati down the 135 travertine steps in 2022. 

The Spanish Steps take their name from the Spanish Embassy to the Holy See in the nearby square. A famed background for numerous films, they were built in the 1720s and have long been a popular spot to people watch and hang out. 
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                    Sports

    Nationals' bat-retrieving dog Bruce laps up pregame attention, makes MLB debut




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Bruce, the bat dog, retrieves a bat as he is recognized before a baseball game between the Washington Nationals and the Miami Marlins, Saturday, June 14, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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[image: Bruce, the bat dog, looks on before a baseball game between the Washington Nationals and the Miami Marlins, Saturday, June 14, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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            Bruce, the bat dog, looks on before a baseball game between the Washington Nationals and the Miami Marlins, Saturday, June 14, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bruce, the bat dog, retrieves a bat as he is recognized before a baseball game between the Washington Nationals and the Miami Marlins, Saturday, June 14, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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            PATRICK STEVENS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The dog days of summer arrived Saturday at Nationals Park.
Bruce, a 21-month-old golden retriever, fetched a bat during a ceremony Saturday before the Washington Nationals' 4-3 loss to the Miami Marlins as part of a Pups in the Park promotion. He retrieved bats the last two seasons with the Rochester Red Wings, Washington's Triple-A affiliate.
Bruce, wearing a bandana with an "MLB debut" patch he received when he arrived at the stadium, was presented a commemorative bat. He then took a circuitous route from the dugout toward first base after Nationals reliever Zach Brzykcy dropped the bat in foul territory before the bat dog collected his quarry to the delight of a crowd wowed by his work and enthusiasm.
"Look at this dog and try not to smile," said Josh Snyder, Bruce's owner. "He's great. He's goofy. I think he's the perfect candidate for Rochester, the Red Wings and now the Nationals."

    
Snyder, who wore a No. 25 Nationals jersey with "Bruce" on the nameplate, said he drove through the night with Bruce and arrived in Washington around 3 a.m. Saturday. But it was anything but a rough morning and early afternoon for Bruce, who casually lapped up attention as he walked through the tunnel in the stadium.
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[image: This combination of 2007, 2018 and 2012 photos shows, from left, the Cederberg mountain range in South Africa, the Tenere desert in Niger and savanna in South Africa. (AP Photo/Schalk van Zuydam, Jerome Delay, Matthew Craft)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Early humans survived in a range of extreme environments before global migration, study says
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Peacock shows Roy Scheider in a scene from "Jaws." (Peacock/Universal Pictures via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The biggest summer blockbusters of all time, ranked by box office
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated photo released by Frankie Jackson, a UK-registered veterinary nurse and certified animal behavior consultant, shows Jackson with her dog, Rook, at her home in Smyrna, Ga. (AP Photo/Frankie Jackson)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                In stressful times, our anxiety can rub off on pets. Causes and cures for pet anxiety
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Bruce spent about 50 minutes on the field before the ceremony, where he was hounded by well-wishers. He also did a couple of practice bat retrievals with Snyder's assistance before Nationals catcher Riley Adams stopped to pet him on his way out for pregame work.

    
    
    
He didn't work during the actual game, however, and will return to Triple-A duties afterward.
Bruce is Snyder's second dog work to with the Red Wings, following the late Milo, and both participated in campaigns to raise money for Rochester's Veterans Outreach Center and Honor Flight of Rochester.
This week -- which included an announcement from the Nationals on Tuesday that Bruce had worked his tail off to earn a promotion -- generated plenty of buzz even before Saturday's debut.

"Social media, everything like that seems like it's seriously blown up, and we love it," Snyder said. "Really good publicity with our goal and our mission of bringing people together. It shows it's just doing that."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                    U.S. News

    Men hit by lightning plucked from mountain in record-high Colorado helicopter rescues




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: In this image provided by the Alpine Rescue Team, lamps are illuminated on a ridge as Alpine Rescue Team members take part in helping get two men struck by lightning off Torreys Peak in Colorado, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (Jake Smith/Alpine Rescue Team via AP)]
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            In this image provided by the Alpine Rescue Team, lamps are illuminated on a ridge as Alpine Rescue Team members take part in helping get two men struck by lightning off Torreys Peak in Colorado, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (Jake Smith/Alpine Rescue Team via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image provided by the Alpine Rescue Team, Alpine Rescue Team members take part in helping get two men struck by lightning off Torreys Peak in Colorado, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (Jake Smith/Alpine Rescue Team via AP)]
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            In this image provided by the Alpine Rescue Team, Alpine Rescue Team members take part in helping get two men struck by lightning off Torreys Peak in Colorado, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (Jake Smith/Alpine Rescue Team via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image provided by the Alpine Rescue Team, Alpine Rescue Team members take part in helping get two men struck by lightning off Torreys Peak in Colorado, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (Jake Smith/Alpine Rescue Team via AP)]
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            In this image provided by the Alpine Rescue Team, Alpine Rescue Team members take part in helping get two men struck by lightning off Torreys Peak in Colorado, Thursday, June 12, 2025. (Jake Smith/Alpine Rescue Team via AP)
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            MEAD GRUVER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Rescuers fetched two men struck by lightning from a Colorado peak in what they believe were the highest helicopter rescues on record in this mountainous state.
One man remained hospitalized in fair condition Friday while the other was treated at a hospital and released. 
The rescues happened late Thursday near the summit of Torreys Peak, a 14,300-foot (4,360-meter) mountain about 40 miles (64 kilometers) west of Denver. Torreys Peak is ranked variously as the 11th or 12th highest summit in Colorado and is less than 200 feet (60 meters) shorter than the state's highest mountain, Mount Elbert.
The men from New York state, whose identities weren't released, had decided to summit the mountain during a road trip, Alpine Rescue Team public information officer Jake Smith said.
They first called for help around 5 p.m. after getting off course on their way up a technical route. A different route doesn't require climbing gear or expertise.

    
"It doesn't sound like they had a ton of prior experience. I think it was probably just a lack of awareness," said Smith, who was among the rescuers on the ground.



    
        




    




Rescue officials guided the men back on course, and they made it to the summit. Minutes later, one of them called back to report they had been struck by lightning.
About 30 rescuers went up the mountain while another team used a Colorado National Guard Blackhawk helicopter to get the more seriously injured man, who was nonresponsive and in critical condition, off the peak using a hoist at 14,200 feet (4,330 meters).

    
    
    
He was flown down to an ambulance and taken to a local hospital, then to a Denver hospital with a burn unit, Smith said.
The helicopter made another trip around midnight to fetch the less seriously hurt man by partially touching down on the mountain.
The rescuers believe Colorado's previous record for a helicopter rescue was 13,700 feet (4,175 meters). Such rescues are challenging because thin air causes helicopters to lose lifting ability the higher they fly; the Blackhawk has an altitude limit of about 19,000 feet (5,800 meters).

Hikers and climbers often prefer to ascend during the morning and avoid the Rocky Mountain high country on summer afternoons. Thunderstorms are common and can develop suddenly with dangerous lightning, hail and plummeting temperatures.
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                    Entertainment

    White shirts. Black ties. Bald caps. Pitbull's fans party like clones worldwide
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            During his tour dates in London, Pitbull says it's "flattering" and "unbelievable" that fans flock to his concerts around the world wearing bald caps and suits. (June 10)
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            Music icon Pitbull is very appreciative of his fans dressing up like him, saying their support is "a blessing." (June 11)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pitbull performs in concert on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London.(Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            Pitbull performs in concert on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London.(Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fans gather in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            Fans gather in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fans gather in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            Fans gather in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Pitbull mask on a beer pong table on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            A Pitbull mask on a beer pong table on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fans dance in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            Fans dance in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fans exit North Greenwich Station prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            Fans exit North Greenwich Station prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            HILARY FOX

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- Londoners have reported thousands of sightings of Pitbull this week. With that bald head, goatee and suit, he's pretty hard to miss.
On closer inspection, though, it becomes clear that Mr. Worldwide is not actually everywhere all at once -- in his stead, those are clones swarming London, on their way to the O2 Arena to see him onstage. That goatee? Drawn on. That bare head? Bald caps, in lieu of a dramatic shave.
More than two decades into his career, the Miami superstar whose hits -- from "Hotel Room Service" to "Timber" and "Give Me Everything" to "El Taxi" -- have become permanent playlist staples of weddings, bar mitzvahs and, yes, the club is stoking a growing fan frenzy in the U.K. and beyond. He started noticing the odd look-alike or two at concerts back in 2021, emerging from the pandemic-era lockdowns.



    
        




    




"Maybe out of 20,000 people coming to the show, 30,000 coming to show, you'll see a thousand," he says of what happened next.
But that's before he hit the U.K.
"We jumped the pond and we ended up in London and it was just something else. It was definitely a whole new movement, took it to a whole new level," Pitbull told The Associated Press, the day after Monday's show in London.

    


    
    
    
The phenomenon is something that has rapidly grown from a minority to the majority -- or from a negative to a positive, as Pitbull is known to say. Unlike the celebrity look-alike contests that reward uncanny resemblance to the likes of Timothee Chalamet, Glen Powell or even Ernest Hemingway, it's less about the ability to grow the right facial hair and more about the vibe. After all, the vast majority of those dressed up at Monday's concert were women. (Pitbelles, one could say.)

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fans dance in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Fans dance in front of the O2 Arena before Pitbull's performance on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
These wannabe clones were spotted on the underground to North Greenwich, where they proceeded to dance outside the arena to a live DJ set for hours before the show even started. Photos were taken in front of a giant poster of Pitbull and goatees were carefully colored in on friends' faces before, finally, the sunglasses went on. Rebecca Petrie and Jamie Lee Hart spent hours online to get tickets, traveling from Scotland for the gig. They suggested that girls are more drawn to dressing up than guys.

    
"Women are more brave," Hart said. And Pitbull appreciates that.
"To have more women in the crowd, it just goes to show you that they are feeling what the most powerful woman in my life has taught me on stage," he says, referencing his mother, "which is a gentleman that knows how to have a good time. Sometimes a little naughty, sometimes a little nice, but more than anything a good person that will do the right thing to the best of my ability."

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fans gather in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: A Pitbull mask on a beer pong table on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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Videos from Pitbull's London show in February flooded social media with a decent number of look-alikes vibing out to tracks like "On the Floor" and "Fireball." When additional June shows for his "Party After Dark" tour went on sale, ticket buyers got the memo: Dress up or stand out as one of the few who didn't. Indeed, the floor of the arena on Monday looked like a sea of baked beans, courtesy the bald caps, while the stands looked like the destination of an unlikely school trip, with rows after rows of white shirts and black ties askew.

    
"If you're going to go to a Pitbull concert you need to really feel his energy and you can't do that without a bald cap and a suit," attendee Keeley James Elliot said, while posing with Mr. Worldwide-inspired inflated globes outside the venue.
Expect similar scenes at his upcoming Europe dates, as he winds his way through Paris, Prague and Poland. He'll jaunt back to the U.S. for dates in South Dakota, Las Vegas and a stop at the Iowa State Fair, before making his way to Australia in October. The 305 may be an area code, but it reaches far beyond South Florida.

Fans should know that Pitbull wholeheartedly appreciates their efforts and makes sure to watch the crowds arriving for the show. He too is a fan -- of them: "To have people out here feeling that good dressed up as me -- man, unbelievable."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fans gather in front of the O2 Arena prior to a performance by Pitbull on Monday, June 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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                    Lifestyle

    In stressful times, our anxiety can rub off on pets. Causes and cures for pet anxiety




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This undated photo released by Frankie Jackson, a UK-registered veterinary nurse and certified animal behavior consultant, shows Jackson with her dog, Rook, at her home in Smyrna, Ga. (AP Photo/Frankie Jackson)]
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            This undated photo released by Frankie Jackson, a UK-registered veterinary nurse and certified animal behavior consultant, shows Jackson with her dog, Rook, at her home in Smyrna, Ga. (AP Photo/Frankie Jackson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated photo released by Dr. Becky Peters, a veterinarian and owner of Bath Veterinary Hospital in Bath, N.Y., shows Peters with her dog, (AP Photo/Becky Peters)]
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[image: This undated photo released by Shelani Vanniasinkam shows her dog Roo appears by an obstacle course at one of his favorite Sniffspots in Puyallup, Wash. Sniffspots are locations that pet owners can rent by the hour for solo off-leash dog play. (AP Photo/Shelani Vanniasinkam)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            This undated photo released by Shelani Vanniasinkam shows her dog Roo appears by an obstacle course at one of his favorite Sniffspots in Puyallup, Wash. Sniffspots are locations that pet owners can rent by the hour for solo off-leash dog play. (AP Photo/Shelani Vanniasinkam)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            CEDAR BURNETT

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        In this age of heightened anxiety, many of us turn to our pets for emotional support. But is our behavior increasing our furry friends' fears?
The answer isn't simple, says Frankie Jackson, a veterinary nurse and animal behavior consultant, and the owner of Canine Counseling in Smyrna, Georgia. She said she's seen an increase in anxiety among her animal and human clients, but that it's hard to unwind the cause and effect.
"Dogs are incredibly responsive to our expressions, our body language and our scent," she says. "There is a feedback loop -- the owners are nervous; the dog gets nervous. Our cortisol levels rise and fall in tandem."
Dr. Becky Peters, a veterinarian and owner of Bath Veterinary Hospital in Bath, New York, has also noticed a link between the anxiety of pets and their owners, particularly in the exam room.
"If owners try to over comfort them -- lots of 'you're OK!'" in anxious voices, the animals do get more anxious. If we stay calm and quiet, they do too," Peters says.

    
Peters attributes much of the rise in pet anxiety to the social upheaval of the COVID years. Many animals who were acquired during the pandemic had limited opportunities to socialize with other people and pets during their peak developmental stages. After COVID, pets who were used to having their family at home experienced separation anxiety as their owners returned to work and school.
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                How expressing gratitude can transform your work and life
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Thomas, a golden retriever mix, lies on a bed in Westchester County, New York, on July 7, 2024. (Lloyd Green via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Should you let pets sleep next to you? (Does it even matter what the experts say?)
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cleveland Indians right fielder Melky Cabrera sprays sunscreen before a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Sunday, July 22, 2018, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                You should wear sunscreen even if you have darker skin. Here's why
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"A lot of pet anxiety comes from changes to their households," Peters says. "It can also occur from a lack of routine and structure and not enough physical activity."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Other components that could contribute to our pets' anxiety include unmet needs, past trauma and insufficient open spaces.
"We are asking our dogs to live in a world that isn't made for them," she says.

    
    
    
Try to get at the cause of your pet's anxiety

    

Low-level stress responses in dogs, such as eating less and excessive self-grooming, are forms of communication that precede lunging and barking, Jackson says. Trying to solve reactive behaviors through obedience training without addressing the root cause can make dogs' anxiety worse.
"It's important to understand what the dogs are saying and why they're behaving the way they are. Manners and life skills are important, but it won't create happy dogs," Jackson says.
Anxiety in cats can be harder to spot, according to Jackson, because they're hard-wired to hide it. While dogs seek out their support people, cats don't feel safe expressing their vulnerability. Urinating in the house, scratching, hiding under the bed and overgrooming can be signs that your kitty is anxious.
First, see a vet
If your animal companion is suddenly acting out or on a licking binge, Jackson advises seeing a veterinarian to rule out a medical cause, such as pain or allergies.
Veterinarians can also prescribe anti-anxiety medication and complementary treatments to promote sleep and relaxation. Peters recommends supplements for her canine clients including probiotics and the amino acids l-theanine and tryptophan (yes, the turkey coma one). 
For cats, she suggests using a product like Feliway that diffuses calming pheromones into the air.

    
Learn about the breed
A dog's breed might also play a part in developing anxiety. Peters says that while every dog is different, the more active herding and working breeds like shepherds and border collies can become anxious and destructive without an outlet for their energy.
"Herding breeds need space to run and jobs to do," she says.
When Tacoma, Washington, resident Shelani Vanniasinkam got her Australian shepherd puppy, Roo, she didn't know about the breed's reputation for anxiety. Her previous dog had been an easygoing husky who enjoyed pats from strangers and visits to the dog park. She quickly realized Roo was not that type of dog.
"He had a lot more needs than we anticipated," Vanniasinkam says. "We couldn't leave him alone for more than 30 minutes."
Vanniasinkam and her husband, Jesus Celaya, reached out to a local pet behavioralist, but it became clear that Roo's anxiety was so acute he needed medication before he could start behavior training.
Should you consider meds for an anxious pet?

    

Medication can be important in behavioral treatment, but it shouldn't be the only approach, says Peters. She usually suggests that her clients try training and routine modification first, unless their pet is causing harm to themselves or others.
"If I'm going to use meds, it's part of a greater process," Peters says.
Roo's veterinarian put him on Fluoxetine, or "doggie Prozac," an antidepressant commonly given to anxious pets. He also prescribed Trazodone, another antidepressant, for particularly stressful events, such as trips to the vet or a night of fireworks.
After starting his medication, Roo received eight months of behavior training, during which Vanniasinkam and her husband not only changed their own approach to dog parenting but also set boundaries with friends and family. They limited Roo's interaction with other dogs, asked people to stop using their doorbell and requested that others ignore Roo when he barks. 


    
Now, when they want to take Roo for off-leash play, they book time at a local Sniffspot, which Vanniasinkam describes as "an Airbnb for anxious and reactive dogs." The company, which launched in 2016, allows homeowners to rent out their yards or property by the hour for solo, off-leash play or doggie playdates. 
"It's sad when you can't take your dog to a dog park," Vanniasinkam says. "So, this option is really nice."
She says that while it was initially difficult to navigate Roo's anxiety, he is loving, family-oriented and worth the effort.
"It's hard having an anxious dog, but you can figure it out," she says. "It's just important to understand your dog, so you're set up for success."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dogs-cats-anxiety-8354cf346f473aadd5417d7f465fb2c0
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    How expressing gratitude can transform your work and life
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            By 
            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The first thing Alison C. Jones does when she wakes up is to name three things she's grateful for. It can be as simple as the breeze from a fan or as meaningful as the way a friend showed up for her emotionally.
Jones, an organizational development consultant, said the daily practice has helped her through hardships and the anxiety and vulnerability of starting her own business as a single mom.
"When you practice gratitude, you train your brain to always look for the positive in anything. It just completely shifts everything you're going through," she said. "You start to see the lessons in the pain. You start to see the beauty in the very difficult times because you realize, 'Hey, I'm growing stronger.'"
Practicing and encouraging gratitude can be a simple way to boost morale at a time when layoffs and economic uncertainty are causing stress and anxiety. Some employers have found that workers who receive expressions of gratitude show more engagement and willingness to help others. 

    
Other proponents say expressing and receiving appreciation can help reduce stress, as well as improve a person's mood and outlook. 
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[image: This combination of 2007, 2018 and 2012 photos shows, from left, the Cederberg mountain range in South Africa, the Tenere desert in Niger and savanna in South Africa. (AP Photo/Schalk van Zuydam, Jerome Delay, Matthew Craft)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Early humans survived in a range of extreme environments before global migration, study says
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Peacock shows Roy Scheider in a scene from "Jaws." (Peacock/Universal Pictures via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The biggest summer blockbusters of all time, ranked by box office
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated photo released by Frankie Jackson, a UK-registered veterinary nurse and certified animal behavior consultant, shows Jackson with her dog, Rook, at her home in Smyrna, Ga. (AP Photo/Frankie Jackson)]
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But despite its benefits, promoting gratefulness is often overlooked as a valuable way to spend time and resources in the workplace.
Experts in organizational change shared ways to incorporate more gratitude into the workday.

    
    
    
Start small
If you're new to practicing gratitude, you can start at home with a routine such as Jones' custom of expressing gratitude before getting out of bed. 
She made her gratitude practice easy so it would become a sustainable habit. Her one rule is avoiding repetition and stretching her mind to find new things to be grateful for each day.
Jones also recommends finding a "gratitude buddy" to share with. A buddy may be a friend from work or your social circles, and ideas can be exchanged in person, by text or email, or during a phone call. Many people find it helpful to list what they're grateful for in a journal.

    
Cultivating gratitude in the workplace
At work, a team leader can begin a staff meeting by expressing gratitude for what went well in the last week, suggested Peter Bonanno, a consultant who helps companies design mindfulness-based programs.
As humans, we often have a bias toward negativity, but gratitude "just does an enormous amount to shift people's mindsets and the way they engage with each other," he said. "Gratitude is especially powerful in that way. It doesn't take a long time for people to notice an impact."
O.C. Tanner Institute, a software and service company, helps organizations find effective ways to show appreciation to their employees, such as managers giving handwritten notes of thanks. The company helped American Airlines develop a system for managers and colleagues to recognize good work with points that can be applied to a catalog order. 
It also helped Amway create gift boxes to celebrate workers' accomplishments and important personal milestones, such as buying a home or adopting a child.
"Recognition impacts so many facets of the employee experience. And when you do it well, it connects people back to a deep sense of purpose and meaning," said Meghan Stettler, a director at O.C. Tanner. 

    
Some companies donate their own products to thank nurses, doctors, police officers, firefighters and other workers who serve their communities. Frontline Builders, a nonprofit organization launched during the pandemic, connects donors of snacks, drinks and personal care items with recipients. 
"We've all worked in that job where we weren't shown gratitude and realized how much that stinks," said Jason Lalak, partnership director at Frontline Builders. "Showing someone gratitude or showing appreciation doesn't really cost anything, and shouldn't be that difficult of a thing, and yet it's rarer than it should be."
Registered nurse Denise Wittsell remembers how quiet the hospital where she works became during the pandemic. The hallways of Denver Health, typically busy with families and guests, were suddenly empty as visits from outsiders were curtailed and patients battled illnesses alone.

    
Once in a while, someone from the community would deliver gifts of gratitude: tasty snacks or handmade cards from schoolchildren.
"Those spontaneous recognitions were really sweet," Wittsell said. "It just felt really kind, and it felt like there was a lot of wrapping around us, a very supportive feeling."
Taking it further
Wittsell is part of a team of volunteers at Denver Health's RESTORE program, which connects front-line hospital workers with trained peer responders for confidential emotional support. 
The hospital started the program as a way to improve and sustain the emotional well-being of its workforce, said Tia Henry, the program's director. Volunteers take shifts so someone is available around-the-clock to answer calls from hospital personnel who are struggling with stressful events such as losing a patient or witnessing violence. 

    
Volunteers and staff regularly express gratitude for the program, Henry said.
"I've had calls on my way to work: 'I'm having a hard time and I need to talk with somebody who gets it,'" Wittsell said. "It's a good way to give back to the people that I work with."
Aside from peer support, RESTORE also provides training and education to employees about stress, burnout and techniques to deescalate violence, Henry said. 
"We're not doing counseling or therapy, but we're using components of psychological first aid to truly engage timely with our teammates when they're distressed, helping them calm their nervous system and get back to the place of regulation where they can show back up and do what it is they need to do or they can lay something down and go back home," Henry said. "That is gratitude from my lens."
Indy Public Safety Foundation, an Indianapolis nonprofit organization that supports front-line workers, shows gratitude to police, firefighters and paramedics through awards banquets, trainings, and showing up with food, shaking hands and saying thank you after a community tragedy. 
Foundation staff members take gratitude a step further by providing tools and equipment such as electric bikes for police patrols. 
While front-line workers were applauded during the pandemic, "their work has continued and arguably not gotten any less stressful, and some of that support has waned," said Dane Nutty, the foundation's president and CEO.
Work for change
While practicing gratitude may make for a more pleasant on-the-job environment, it's not a replacement for better working conditions. It's good to be grateful to have a job that pays the bills. It's also important to ask for what's fair.
"Being grateful absolutely doesn't mean that we accept anything subpar or inappropriate," Jones said, adding that people should advocate for basic needs such as meal breaks. "It's important not to confuse gratitude with being passive."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Should you let pets sleep next to you? (Does it even matter what the experts say?)




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Thomas, a golden retriever mix, lies on a bed in Westchester County, New York, on July 7, 2024. (Lloyd Green via AP)]
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[image: Angela Wilson poses with her dog Sadie on Feb. 14, 2025, in Marietta, Georgia. (Kristina DeFrain via AP)]
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                                        It turns out, our furry best friend might be our sleep enemy.
Lots of pet owners let their animals sleep on the bed with them, which usually disrupts sleep. But many would say it's worth it.
And researchers don't necessarily disagree.
Melissa Milanak, a professor at Medical University of South Carolina specializing in sleep health, said most people at her clinic say their pets disturb them often at night.
"You can't say that hands down, it's bad for every single person, but there is a lot out there saying it negatively impacts your sleep," she said.
Generally speaking, having a pet is good for many people's health. Pets have been shown to lower their humans' stress levels, get them to exercise and more. Many pet owners also say they feel an immeasurable amount of comfort by having their pets close as they sleep.
But dogs' and cats' natural sleep cycles aren't the same as those of humans.

    
Dogs tend to be light sleepers and wake up multiple times at night. Some display instinctual behavior like scratching at bedding, which can prevent deeper phases of sleep even if it doesn't wake you up.
As many cat owners know, "the zoomies" often happen before they are ready to get out of bed. Cats evolved to hunt in low light, meaning they are particularly active at dusk and dawn.
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[image: This combination of 2007, 2018 and 2012 photos shows, from left, the Cederberg mountain range in South Africa, the Tenere desert in Niger and savanna in South Africa. (AP Photo/Schalk van Zuydam, Jerome Delay, Matthew Craft)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Early humans survived in a range of extreme environments before global migration, study says
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                The biggest summer blockbusters of all time, ranked by box office
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated photo released by Frankie Jackson, a UK-registered veterinary nurse and certified animal behavior consultant, shows Jackson with her dog, Rook, at her home in Smyrna, Ga. (AP Photo/Frankie Jackson)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                In stressful times, our anxiety can rub off on pets. Causes and cures for pet anxiety
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Milanak also said allergens such as pet dander and microbes brought into the house can affect owners' breathing, preventing them from getting enough deep sleep.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Brian Chin, a professor of social and health psychology at Trinity College in Connecticut, said his research has found sleeping with pets was associated with poor sleep, "particularly those dimensions of sleep quality and insomnia symptoms." That's even accounting for the fact that pet owners may be less inclined to report problems in a survey because they don't believe their beloved pets cause problems.

    
    
    
"I hate to even admit that my cat disrupts my sleep at all," said Chin, who has one cat that keeps him awake and another that leaves him alone.
Moreover, a higher number of pets was associated with higher sleep disruption, he said.

    
What should you do about it?
It's not as simple as telling pet owners that they shouldn't share the bed, Milanak said. For a lot of people, it becomes part of their sleep routine, which makes it difficult to sleep without it because they have come to associate pets with sleep.
Because the topic is sensitive, Milanak asks new patients several questions before getting to whether they sleep with a pet. If they're waking up multiple times a night, for example, they may not realize why. Once the association is made, she then asks whether they are open to not sleeping together.
"It's like if I said to somebody, you need to stop smoking," she said. "They're going to give me all the reasons why they want to continue smoking."
The first, most obvious solution is putting a dog bed on the floor in the bedroom, or locking the cat out of the room at night. For those who insist on having the pet in bed with them, she advises washing the sheets more frequently and perhaps adjusting their sleep schedule to match their pet's routine.
"Maybe you need to go to bed earlier so you can get up earlier to accommodate the pet," she said.

    
If it ain't broke, don't fix it
Despite any problems, many pet owners feel that the bonding and emotional benefits outweigh minor sleep disruption.

Angela Wilson, who lives in Cobb County, Georgia, said she has bought a series of ever-more plush beds for her golden retriever, Sadie. But Sadie jumps into her bed anyway.
Then they usually sleep peacefully back to back.
"People complain about their dogs waking them up, but she doesn't wake me up," Wilson said. "She's very gentle."
EDITOR'S NOTE: Albert Stumm writes about wellness, food and travel. Find his work at https://www.albertstumm.com
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    Workers are saying 'no' to toxic environments. Here's how to set limits or know it's time to leave




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]



        

        
        
            
                    (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- One week into a new job, Lisa Grouette discovered something missing come Sunday night: the sinking feeling of dread she used to experience before going to work every Monday.
Groutte spent 10 years at an insurance agency with a boss whom she alleges screamed at her, slammed his hands on the desk, insulted her appearance and punched things. He falsely accused her of taking money and threatened to withhold an employment recommendation if she quit, she says. 
Fearing she wouldn't land another job if she left the toxic workplace, she stayed. "It was this implied, 'You're stuck,'" Grouette, 48, recalled.
But eventually, she found a way out. When a full-time job opened up at a newspaper where she worked a part-time photography job, she resigned from the insurance agency. The new position paid $400 less per month, but Grouette reduced her expenses to make it work.
"You can't put a price tag on it," she said. "It was the best 400 bucks a month I've ever spent, worth every penny. I was a little tight at first, but it didn't matter because I was happy."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Growing intolerance of toxic behavior 
As mental health awareness increases, so are conversations about about what constitutes unhealthy behavior and the kinds of treatment people will not -- or should not -- tolerate for a steady paycheck.
"We're developing language now around things like toxic workplaces," said Jennifer Tosti-Kharas, a professor of organizational behavior at Babson College in Massachusetts.
Younger generations entering the workforce, including millennials and members of Generation Z, are less willing to endure bullying behavior from colleagues and managers, and better at establishing boundaries, she said. 
At the start of her own career, "if I encountered toxicity in the workplace, I had more of a 'Suck it up' attitude," said Tosti-Kharas, who identifies as a member of Generation X. "I don't think we were as vocal about taking care of our mental health as we should have been." 

    
How do you identify a toxic work environment?

Conflicts and difficult relationships may be inevitable in any work environment. But there's a difference between an occasional disagreement and persistent abuse.
"What makes something toxic: it's more pervasive, more consistent over time," Tosti-Kharas said. "You may have tried some things and it's not getting better. ... It's very deeply entrenched."
Possible indications of an emotionally harmful workplace include a widespread lack of trust and fear of being shot down if you speak up, she said.
Loud screamers aren't the only kind of toxic co-workers and supervisors. There are quieter forms of toxicity, such as passive-aggressive behavior by leaders who use sarcasm, backhanded compliments, indirect criticism and exclusion to control their employees, according to Alana Atchison, a clinical psychologist based in Chicago. 
"It is a relationship where you can't communicate clearly or directly, so you have to silence yourself. You can't say truly what you need to say and feel safe," Atchison said. 
To spot a potentially toxic environment when applying for a new job, follow your gut instincts and consider warning signs. For example, frequent ads for the same position may reflect high turnover resulting from a negative environment. You can also search employee reviews online.
"I'm reading Glassdoor reviews like crazy to see what the environment is like, what the culture is like, on anyplace I'm applying to, because I can't lose my hair again over a job," said Grouette, who recently was laid off after several successful years at the newspaper.

    
What might explain toxic behavior?

When on the receiving end of toxicity, consider whether the offending behavior says more about the person perpetuating it than the recipient.
"It's almost like a smokescreen to hide their deficits," Atchison said. "If someone feels insecure about their role or fears being overshadowed, they might resort to undermining others, gossiping or sabotaging projects to regain a sense of control or safety."
Since the COVID-19 pandemic, Atchison's clients have increasingly complained about toxic work environments. She attributes that in part to the social isolation that accompanied lockdowns and restrictions on public activities. 
"Socializing is a skill set, and that skill set has declined," she said.

    
Voice your concerns
If you find yourself in a toxic work situation, talking about it with a trusted friend or professional therapist can help you process what is happening and develop a plan to deal with it, instead of letting it fester in your mind.
Stephanie Strausser, 42, a video production manager, said she sought support from friends and family members when she worked under an extreme micromanager who made her feel unsafe and whose decisions she considered unethical. 
"Don't hide it or keep it in. Talk to people. Even if you're talking to ChatGPT," Strausser advises those who find themselves in similar circumstances. "Don't internalize it. And don't take someone's perception as fact."

    
Amanda Szmuc, a Philadelphia lawyer who considers some of her past work environments to have been toxic, recommends documenting your concerns in case it becomes necessary to escalate them. 
Writing down the details of troubling interactions as they happen and keeping copies of inappropriate messages or approved meeting recordings may come in handy if the human resources department gets involved, for example. 
Maintaining a record may also help you avoid gaslighting and reinforce your determination to protect yourself. 
Set boundaries 
If leaving a toxic environment isn't financially possible or you want to try to make your circumstances more bearable, think about exploring ways to limit your interaction with the difficult party may be an option. 
Possibilities may include negotiating a role that puts distance between you and the toxic person, such as working different shifts or on different projects, Tosti-Kharas said.
You can also set deadlines for yourself to keep things from deteriorating, according to Szmuc. Examples: "I'm going to give this two weeks. Is there any improvement?" she said. "Is there a way internally where I can maybe change my circumstances or get someone else's opinion?"
Find a way out
Ideally, an employee who feels mistreated could appeal to someone from human resources or the offending employee's manager with evidence to show a pattern of conduct violations and disciplinary action would be taken, Tosti-Kharas said. 
But that doesn't always happen, leaving the reporting party in close proximity with the person they reported. "In the real world, you may realize they are unlikely to go anywhere, and it's you who has to go somewhere," Tosti-Kharas said. 
In extreme situations, it's best to look for another job, she said. 
If an inspector found radon in your house, "you wouldn't say, 'Let me try to work with the radon,' or 'How can I keep it there but maybe lessen the effects?'" she said. "You would get the toxin out of the situation or you would get yourself out of the situation."
Most people can't afford to leave their jobs without another one lined up. Carving out time to apply for different jobs is difficult when you feel under assault but also is empowering and may lead to a better situation.
"If somebody gives you an impression that you're not able to leave this job, that's just not true," Grouette said. "Those sorts of people don't have the reach or respect that they claim to have, because if they're volatile to you, they're volatile to others."
____

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Do you really need that extra ChapStick? Here are tips to reduce and tame workplace clutter
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It starts with a Post-it note scrawled with a reminder. Then a chocolate bar you'll probably eat later. An extra charging cord or two find their way into the mix, along with a laptop, a folder full of projects, a lanyard from a recent conference and a permission slip sent home from school.
And soon, the pile of things on your desk that are set aside for later becomes a giant, overwhelming stack.
The chaos of modern life and the ease of accumulating cheap items through online shopping have contributed to an abundance of clutter. That's true in home offices and traditional workspaces alike. And those jumbles of misplaced belongings can drain our mental resources, distracting us from work and dragging down our productivity.
"Clutter reduces our bandwidth. It negatively affects our perception of our environment or ourselves," said Marietta Van Den Berg, psychiatrist and medical director for Surrey Memorial Hospital in British Columbia. "It influences whether we make good choices or not. And it even influences our levels of stress and our levels of sleep."

    
Researchers at UCLA found that women who were living with a high density of household objects had high levels of the stress hormone cortisol.
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                In stressful times, our anxiety can rub off on pets. Causes and cures for pet anxiety
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                How expressing gratitude can transform your work and life
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Thomas, a golden retriever mix, lies on a bed in Westchester County, New York, on July 7, 2024. (Lloyd Green via AP)]
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As households and workplaces embark on spring cleaning, it's possible to reduce clutter and find more mental peace.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"Things circulate into our lives all too easily. We need a competitive plan for things to circulate out," said Matt Baier, owner of Matt Baier Organizing in Stamford, Connecticut. "A good example of that is buying on Amazon. It's so easy. Boxes come in. We have so many houses that are just piled with boxes, opened and unopened, things that need to be returned, boxes that need throwing out."

    
A pile of postponed decisions
There are many reasons we accumulate clutter. Sometimes we don't know where to put whatever's landed in our hands. Other times a paper represents a task -- whether it's paying a bill or making a phone call -- that we can't tackle right away.
"Clutter is actually just a postponed decision or action," Van Den Berg said. "It's things we pick up and put down. So we're not making a decision about that piece of paper on your desk, or that book."
Taking a minute to put an item away in its proper place can save time in the long run. The paper that requires a phone call can go into a bin labeled "Action Items." 
"If everything's chaotic and you can't find anything, you're not bringing your best self to work," said Renee Brown, owner of Renee Brown Organizing, based in Minneapolis.
Making time for decluttering
A messy workspace can be intimidating. But you don't have to tackle it all in one day, Brown said. Committing to small decluttering sessions over the course of a week or months can make a difference.
" Look at your schedule. Can you find 15 minutes or 30 minutes and block it?" Brown asked. If you have more time, spend an hour. Set a timer and see how much you can get done, she advised.
Some workplaces are setting aside time for employees to declutter their files and email inboxes weekly or quarterly, said Jenny Albertini, owner of Decluttered by Jenny, who works with individual and corporate clients. 

    
"It's OK to spend an hour a week or however much you need to declutter your inboxes, organize your files," Albertini said. "Having that time scheduled in is what makes people feel accountable."
Employees can gather on Zoom to support each other while decluttering, she said.
Start by sorting
Many professional organizers suggest sorting objects of the same category together. That way, you can see how much of each group you have and let go of any extras. After gathering office supplies, you may find you have more staplers or charging cords than you'll ever need.
And with the full picture, Albertini said, "we can suddenly say, 'Oh, I didn't realize I kept buying extra pens, because some were in this drawer, and some were over in this cup, and some were in that shopping bag on the floor.'"
Baier, who demonstrates decluttering strategies on YouTube, recommends sorting on a clean surface such as a folding table. Set up bins for trash, recycling and papers to shred. Bankers boxes are convenient for sorting, and you can label them with sticky notes for categories such as electronics, office supplies and keepsakes, he said.

    
Label one box "elsewhere" for items that belong in a different room; but distribute them later so you don't get distracted, Baier said.
Once you've sorted items into categories, then go through each box to eliminate what you don't need. 

    
Tackling piles of papers
When facing a mass of paperwork, consider whether you're legally required to keep certain files, and then ask, "when was the last time you used this document?" Albertini said.
"Do you have anything coming up that you know you need it for? Is this hard copy the only one? Would you be able to do your work or task if you didn't have this anymore?" she said.
Baier recommends dividing papers into four groups: running files, which you need to act on; sitting files, which you need to access regularly; sleeping files, which you need to keep just in case but can store remotely; and dead files, which you no longer need.
"Identify why you keep the files, because when you're clear on why you keep something, it takes you to where it should go," Baier said.
With a paper decluttering system in place, you can repeat it annually and it should only take about 20 minutes, he said.
Digital decluttering
When organizing digital files, take the same approach as paper: Sort into categories, then reduce. Work in short bursts of time to prevent decision fatigue, Albertini said.
"We're really looking to deduplicate items or reduce the number that you have that really aren't that special," Albertini said.
With presentations, delete drafts and keep the final product. If you have photos of an event, choose the best two or three and delete the rest. With email, ask yourself, "Will I need this email again to get my job done? Will it provide knowledge or motivation for future work?" If the answer is no, delete it, Albertini said.
In some email programs, you can automatically send mail from a specific client or team into a folder. If you have thousands of unread emails, you can move those to a digital archive at the end of the year, Brown said. 
Think before you buy

One obvious way to reduce office clutter is to buy fewer things. It can be tempting to buy drawer dividers or trays to organize pens and scissors. But another route is to reuse cardboard iPhone or greeting card boxes.
"You don't have to go out and get expensive items," Brown said. "Let's find what you already have in the house and use it instead."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Working Well: Returning to the office can disrupt life. Here are some tips to navigate the changes
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jason LaCroix felt privileged to work from home, especially as a father to two young children. He needed flexibility when his son, then 6, suffered a brain injury and spent 35 days in intensive care.
LaCroix, a senior systems engineer based in Atlanta, took time off and then worked from home while managing his son's care and appointments. But LaCroix was laid off last February from that job, where he'd been working remotely for five years. His new role requires him to spend four days a week in a company office and commute for three hours a day.
"I want to be around for my kids," LaCroix, 44, said. "It's very important for me to be around for my son, because we almost lost him."
Heading into 2025, thousands of workers face an unsettling reality: after years of working from the comfort of home, they must return to the office full-time for the first time since the coronavirus pandemic or look for new work. 

    
Employees at Amazon, AT&T and other companies have been called back to the office five days per week. President-elect Donald Trump has vowed to fire federal workers who don't show up to do their jobs in-person. 
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                In stressful times, our anxiety can rub off on pets. Causes and cures for pet anxiety
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How expressing gratitude can transform your work and life
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Thomas, a golden retriever mix, lies on a bed in Westchester County, New York, on July 7, 2024. (Lloyd Green via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Should you let pets sleep next to you? (Does it even matter what the experts say?)
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"People always want to have flexibility," said Mark Ma, a University of Pittsburgh associate professor of business administration. "I have never heard anyone telling me that I thank my job because it's so rigid in its schedule."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Ma researched what happened when technology and finance companies in the S&P 500 stopped allowing employees to work remotely in recent years. He found the companies experienced high turnover rates after implementing return-to-office mandates, especially among female employees -- who often have childcare responsibilities -- and senior-level executives.

    
    
    
"Over the years, people have adjusted their lives. They've figured out, 'Oh wow, I can pick my kids up for school. Wow. I can caretake for my aging parents while I am still working,'" said Shavon Terrell-Camper, a therapist and mental wellness coach. "Once you have tasted work-from-home ... it's difficult to see your life going back to something that could've been unsustainable from the beginning." 
Workers and experts have advice to share about how to navigate the changes when an employer calls you back to the office. 

    
Seek flexibility 
Employers can compromise if their goal is to increase how much time staff members spend together. Ma suggests an "employee-choice" approach which gives teams the authority to decide how many days they will work in the office as a group. 
If that's not an option, employees also can ask to adjust their hours. LaCroix leaves home at 5 a.m. and works in the office until 2 p.m. to reduce time in traffic and allow him to be home when his kids get off the bus after school. His employer requires eight hours in the workplace but is flexible on which hours.
"A lot of people are pushing back, and they are trying to work out scenarios to see what type of flexibility does exist within the mandate," Terrell-Camper said.
Some are coming up with work-arounds that aren't endorsed by upper management. "Coffee badging" is a technique that involves heading to the office, swiping a company ID, having a coffee and leaving to work from home. Desperate to hold onto valuable employees, supervisors have tried a "hushed hybrid" approach, where they take their subordinates' ID badges and swipe them "in" and "out" to make it appear they've been in the office, Ma said. 

    
It's best to have an honest conversation with a manager about any personal needs and to "ask for forgiveness ahead of time, because your family is the most important thing," said Amy Dufrane, CEO of the Human Resource Certification Institute. Many companies have employee assistance programs that do more than most people realize, such as directing employees to resources that can help them care for parents or children, she said. 

    
Say what you need
Medical conditions can make it especially challenging to work on-site. Kyle Ankney, a public relations strategist based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, has cerebral palsy and needs a nurse to help him change a catheter three times a day. His health insurance will only send a nurse to one location, so working in an office isn't an option. 
"If that weren't an issue, I could find my way into the office," he said. 
Ankney, who ran his own PR firm for years, was seeking director-level roles, but a recruiter told him he should consider less-senior roles because of his need to work remotely. Instead, he applied to director-level jobs that were advertised as on-site or hybrid, and then reached out to explain his circumstances and ask if the hiring companies were open to him working from home. 
"While I would never normally, especially in a career setting, lead with, 'I have cerebral palsy and I'm in a wheelchair,' I'm finding that I'm almost having to make myself vulnerable in that way just to see if the opportunity is even there for me," Ankney said.

    
Weigh your options
Landing a fully remote job can be competitive. "There are going to be many people that don't have the luxury just to leave" their current jobs if they're required to return to the office, "especially in a volatile market such as we're in right now," Terrell-Camper said.
Attorney Holly Keerikatte was recently working on-site five days a week at a hospital, commuting about three hours a day and looking for a role that allowed more time with her family. She received two job offers. One was fully remote. The other paid 50% more but required a long commute. She recalled reading the phrase, "The only people who remember you worked late are your children." She chose the remote job. 
"My primary driver is what's best for my family," Keerikatte said. "My advice is to be up-front and transparent about what you want, what you're looking for and why."
Find bright spots 
When faced with the inevitability of returning to an office, look for the positives. Friendships can blossom as colleagues take coffee breaks together or sample new lunch spots. In-person conversations can spark ideas that wouldn't surface at home.
Employers can ease the transition by organizing activities that create camaraderie. For example, managers can put together a series of talks about the transition and have groups share what works for them, Dufrane said.
Face-to-face contact allows people to better understand what colleagues are thinking and doing, which helps prevent resentment and can provide helpful feedback. 
Video director Deborah Ann DeSnoo, who owns Plug-In Inc., a video production company in Chofu, Japan, says she has worked in many countries where the film industry was male-dominated and female directors like her were uncommon. She makes a point to connect with colleagues in person, giving her a chance to bond.
"You can read the air in a different way, and you find a solution," DeSnoo said. "When you're on a Zoom and they ignore you, there's nothing you can do."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/remote-work-return-to-office-mandate-commute-7ab9bb7e9b658f430167f2a613b49008
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    In rural Alaska, a village turns to solar and biomass energies to cut diesel and save money




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    In rural Alaska, a community built around a former military base is shifting to clean energy in an effort to reduce its reliance on expensive, imported diesel. (AP Video by Mark Thiessen. Produced by Teresa de Miguel)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            DORANY PINEDA, JOHN LOCHER and MARK THIESSEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        GALENA, Alaska (AP) -- Eric Huntington built his dream cabin nestled in the wilderness of central Alaska, eventually raising two daughters there. But over the years, he learned that living in this quiet, remote village came with a hefty cost.
Every year, the Huntington family spent about $7,000 on diesel to heat the cabin during bone-chilling winters, and a few years back, a power outage at the town's diesel plant left residents freezing in minus 50 F (about minus 45 C). When power finally returned hours later, water pipes had frozen, leaving about two dozen homes without running water for days. 

    
"We just didn't open our door all morning until the lights came back on," said Huntington, a member of the local Louden Tribe.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Buildings line dirt roads near the Yukon River, front, Friday, May 23, 2025, in Galena, Alaska. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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In Galena, a sprawling village of 400 people on the banks of the Yukon River, a community built around a former military base is shifting to clean energy in an effort to reduce its reliance on expensive, imported diesel. Local leaders say their nearly completed solar farm, along with an existing biomass plant, will boost the town's savings and protect residents from blackouts during extreme weather. The technology has the potential to provide clean backup power in emergencies and improve the power grid's resiliency, all while diversifying the village's energy sources and providing job opportunities for locals.

    
    
    


The projects come at a precarious time for renewable energy transition in the United States. The Trump administration has canceled billions of dollars of clean energy grants in an effort to bolster fossil fuel production, and billions more in investments have been scrapped or delayed this year. So far, the village's federal grants for the solar array haven't been impacted, but local leaders know the risk remains. Whatever the future of public funding, the village is an example of how renewable energies can save costs, boost reliability during extreme weather and create jobs.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tim Kalke, general manager of Sustainable Energy for Galena, Alaska, watches as some of his workers split logs Monday, May 19, 2025, in Galena. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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Once online, the solar array will ensure that the village's power grid has a backup system, said Tim Kalke, general manager of Sustainable Energy for Galena Alaska -- or SEGA -- a nonprofit that will operate it. So when the power goes out, it doesn't result in tens of thousands of dollars in repairs, he added, and heat is guaranteed in times of extreme cold.
"You're dealing with life, health and safety," he said.

    
    
    
A biomass project keeps a bustling school heated

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stacks of logs sit to dry, to be used for the biomass heating system for Galena Interior Learning Academy, on Sunday, May 18, 2025, in Galena, Alaska. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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In May, dozens of high school students in navy blue caps and gowns stood with nervous excitement in a locker-brimmed hallway, each waiting their turn to walk through yellow tinsel into a packed auditorium. It was graduation day for Galena Interior Learning Academy. 

    
The school's vocational training courses and cultural offerings attract some 200 students annually from across Alaska, boosting the village's population and energy needs. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A student from the Galena Interior Learning Academy enters a gym during a graduation ceremony for the school Wednesday, May 21, 2025, in Galena, Alaska. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: Community and family members congratulate graduating students from the Galena Interior Learning Academy during a ceremony Wednesday, May 21, 2025, in Galena, Alaska. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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Students here can take classes on sustainable energy, aviation, carpentry and much more. But in order to keep it running -- especially during long, cold winters -- it needs heat. 

    
That's where the biomass project comes in. Every winter since 2016, trees (mostly paper birch) are locally harvested and shredded into wood chips that fuel a large boiler plant on campus, offsetting about 100,000 gallons (about 380,000 liters) of diesel annually for the school district and the city, said Brad Scotton, a Galena City Council member who also serves on SEGA's board. It's notable as one of the state's first large-scale biomass plants and is the most rural, he added. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Piles of logs harvested by Sustainable Energy for Galena, Alaska, sit out to dry to be used in a biomass heating system at the Galena Interior Learning Academy, on Wednesday, May 21, 2025, in Galena. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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Cost savings from using biomass has allowed the Galena City School District to hire certified professionals in trade jobs and do upkeep on campus facilities, said district superintendent Jason R. Johnson in an email. 
It's also created a local workforce and a job base the village never used to have. "It's keeping the money that used to go outside within the community and providing pretty meaningful jobs for people," Scotton said.
A new solar farm to offset more diesel use 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers install panels at a solar project Wednesday, May 21, 2025, in Galena, Alaska. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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In rural areas of Alaska, the costs for many goods can be high, as they must be brought in. Galena burns just under 400,000 gallons (1.5 million liters) of diesel annually to produce electricity, and an energy price hike around 2008 helped the village realize something needed to change. Scotton remembered when a gallon of diesel was $1.64 and then skyrocketed to $4.58 another year. At that wholesale price, the city was paying more than $1.8 million to keep the lights on.

    
"It was really quite a shock to everybody's system in terms of trying to operate with those elevated costs," said Scotton. "So that really got the community assessing whether or not we could continue business as usual with that reliance." That's when they started looking for grants to build a solar array. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers install panels for a solar energy project Wednesday, May 21, 2025, in Galena, Alaska. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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On an overcast May day, on a field flanked by boreal forests, workers in reflective safety vests slotted rectangular panels on a metal grid. They were working on the nearly-completed, 1.5 megawatt solar farm that will connect to a battery system. 
Once in use, the community will be able to turn off its diesel engines and run on 100% clean, renewable energy on sunny summer days, and any excess power will be battery stored for nights, emergencies or heating the local indoor pool. The solar array will allow them to shut off the diesel operation between 800 to 1,000 hours a year, totaling about 100,000 gallons (about 380,000 liters). 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Brenden Sweetsir waits with dog Rex for customers at Sweetsirs store Wednesday, May 21, 2025, in Galena, Alaska. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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The solar farm won't necessarily lower people's electricity bills. But like the biomass plant, the hope is that it will stabilize energy costs, allowing those savings to go back into the community, all while providing work opportunities for residents like Aaren Sommer.
Last year, the 19-year old graduated from the academy, where he learned about solar energy. Now he's helping to install the solar array. "That's going to reduce the diesel usage a whole bunch over at the power plant, which is going to help us out," he said.
Tribe members save with energy-efficient homes

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers with the Sustainable Energy for Galena, Alaska, from left, James Strong, Nathan Moses, Morris Demoski and Marissa McCarty move a log splitting machine before cutting wood to deliver to elders in the community Monday, May 19, 2025, in Galena. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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In addition to the solar farm and biomass project, the Louden Tribe is building new energy-efficient homes that will help members be less reliant on diesel. Some of the siding used in the homes comes from wood harvested in the area. 
In November, the Huntington family moved into a new, stilted house with a solar-compatible roof, 13-inch (33-centimeter) walls and 18 inches (46 centimeters) of insulation to keep the cold at bay. When they lived in the cabin, the $7,000 a year Huntington spent on diesel was a good chunk of his annual income.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nathan Moses, from left, Morris Demoski and Marissa McCarty deliver wood to an elder Monday, May 19, 2025, in Galena, Alaska. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: Morris Demoski tosses a split log into the back of a dump truck Thursday, May 22, 2025, in Galena, Alaska. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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The new home's energy-efficient features are already saving them money. The 300-gallon (1,130-liter) diesel tank Huntington filled before moving cost him about $2,400. Six months later, he still has unused fuel in the tank.
The Huntingtons are one of eight families the tribe has moved into sustainable homes, and they plan to turn over the keys to three more this year. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Cleaver II, left, and Derrick Esmailka build an energy efficient home Thursday, May 22, 2025, in Galena, Alaska. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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Kalke, SEGA's general manager, is often asked what Galena produces. He used to just say education. 
"But since 2016 you can say education and wood chips. And soon, solar energy," he said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jake Pogrebinsky collects a log floating down the Yukon River to be used for firewood or construction Tuesday, May 20, 2025, in Galena, Alaska. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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___
Pineda reported from Los Angeles. Associated Press journalist Alyssa Goodman in New York contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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    Scientists warn that greenhouse gas accumulation is accelerating and more extreme weather will come




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    A team of 60 international scientists report that by early 2028 society will have emitted enough greenhouse gases that Earth will hit the internationally agreed upon preferred limit for global warming. The threshold is when the world will be committed to 1.5 degrees Celsius of long-term warming since pre-industrial times. (AP Video Produced by Julian Trejo Bax)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            SETH BORENSTEIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Humans are on track to release so much greenhouse gas in less than three years that a key threshold for limiting global warming will be nearly unavoidable, according to a study to be released Thursday.
The report predicts that society will have emitted enough carbon dioxide by early 2028 that crossing an important long-term temperature boundary will be more likely than not. The scientists calculate that by that point there will be enough of the heat-trapping gas in the atmosphere to create a 50-50 chance or greater that the world will be locked in to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) of long-term warming since preindustrial times. That level of gas accumulation, which comes from the burning of fuels like gasoline, oil and coal, is sooner than the same group of 60 international scientists calculated in a study last year. 



    
        




    




"Things aren't just getting worse. They're getting worse faster," said study co-author Zeke Hausfather of the tech firm Stripe and the climate monitoring group Berkeley Earth. "We're actively moving in the wrong direction in a critical period of time that we would need to meet our most ambitious climate goals. Some reports, there's a silver lining. I don't think there really is one in this one."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Low water levels are visible at Woodhead Reservoir in Derbyshire as the area experiences a significant drought, in Woodhead, England, Monday, May 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Jon Super, File)]
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That 1.5 goal, first set in the 2015 Paris agreement, has been a cornerstone of international efforts to curb worsening climate change. Scientists say crossing that limit would mean worse heat waves and droughts, bigger storms and sea-level rise that could imperil small island nations. Over the last 150 years, scientists have established a direct correlation between the release of certain levels of carbon dioxide, along with other greenhouse gases like methane, and specific increases in global temperatures. 

    
    
    
In Thursday's Indicators of Global Climate Change report, researchers calculated that society can spew only 143 billion more tons (130 billion metric tons) of carbon dioxide before the 1.5 limit becomes technically inevitable. The world is producing 46 billion tons (42 billion metric tons) a year, so that inevitability should hit around February 2028 because the report is measured from the start of this year, the scientists wrote. The world now stands at about 1.24 degrees Celsius (2.23 degrees Fahrenheit) of long-term warming since preindustrial times, the report said.

    
Earth's energy imbalance
The report, which was published in the journal Earth System Science Data, shows that the rate of human-caused warming per decade has increased to nearly half a degree (0.27 degrees Celsius) per decade, Hausfather said. And the imbalance between the heat Earth absorbs from the sun and the amount it radiates out to space, a key climate change signal, is accelerating, the report said.

    
"It's quite a depressing picture unfortunately, where if you look across the indicators, we find that records are really being broken everywhere," said lead author Piers Forster, director of the Priestley Centre for Climate Futures at the University of Leeds in England. "I can't conceive of a situation where we can really avoid passing 1.5 degrees of very long-term temperature change."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Activists participate in a demonstration for phasing out fossil fuels at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Nov. 19, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits, File)]
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The increase in emissions from fossil-fuel burning is the main driver. But reduced particle pollution, which includes soot and smog, is another factor because those particles had a cooling effect that masked even more warming from appearing, scientists said. Changes in clouds also factor in. That all shows up in Earth's energy imbalance, which is now 25% higher than it was just a decade or so ago, Forster said.
Earth's energy imbalance "is the most important measure of the amount of heat being trapped in the system," Hausfather said. 
Earth keeps absorbing more and more heat than it releases. "It is very clearly accelerating. It's worrisome," he said.

    
Crossing the temperature limit
The planet temporarily passed the key 1.5 limit last year. The world hit 1.52 degrees Celsius (2.74 degrees Fahrenheit) of warming since preindustrial times for an entire year in 2024, but the Paris threshold is meant to be measured over a longer period, usually considered 20 years. Still, the globe could reach that long-term threshold in the next few years even if individual years haven't consistently hit that mark, because of how the Earth's carbon cycle works.
That 1.5 is "a clear limit, a political limit for which countries have decided that beyond which the impact of climate change would be unacceptable to their societies," said study co-author Joeri Rogelj, a climate scientist at Imperial College London. 

    
    
    
The mark is so important because once it is crossed, many small island nations could eventually disappear because of sea level rise, and scientific evidence shows that the impacts become particularly extreme beyond that level, especially hurting poor and vulnerable populations, he said. He added that efforts to curb emissions and the impacts of climate change must continue even if the 1.5 degree threshold is exceeded. 

    
Crossing the threshold "means increasingly more frequent and severe climate extremes of the type we are now seeing all too often in the U.S. and around the world -- unprecedented heat waves, extreme hot drought, extreme rainfall events, and bigger storms," said University of Michigan environment school dean Jonathan Overpeck, who wasn't part of the study. 
Andrew Dessler, a Texas A&M University climate scientist who wasn't part of the study, said the 1.5 goal was aspirational and not realistic, so people shouldn't focus on that particular threshold.
"Missing it does not mean the end of the world," Dessler said in an email, though he agreed that "each tenth of a degree of warming will bring increasingly worse impacts." 
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Trump administration removing 988 hotline service tailored to LGBTQ+ youth in July
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            By 
            DEVI SHASTRI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        The 988 National Suicide & Crisis Lifeline will stop providing tailored support options to LGBTQ+ youth and young adults on July 17, according to a statement on a federal agency's website.
The decision preempts the Trump administration's 2026 budget proposal to cut funding for 988's LGBTQ+ youth and young adult services, and is raising alarm bells among LGBTQ+ advocates.
Federal data shows the LGBTQ+ youth program has served nearly 1.3 million callers since it started in September 2022. The services were accessible under the "Press 3" option on the phone or by replying "PRIDE" via text.
___
EDITOR'S NOTE: This story includes discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, the national suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S. is available by calling or texting 988.
___
The decision was was made to "no longer silo" the services and "to focus on serving all help seekers, including those previously served through the Press 3 option," the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services' Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) said in a statement dated Tuesday on its website. 

    
News of the LGBTQ+ service shutting down comes as the U.S. Supreme Court upheld Tennessee's ban on gender-affirming care for transgender minors on Wednesday. 



    
        




    




The Trevor Project said it received official notice Tuesday that the program was ending. The nonprofit is one of seven centers that provides 988 crisis support services for LGBTQ+ people -- and serves nearly half of the people who contact the lifeline.

    
    
    
" Suicide prevention is about people, not politics," Trevor Project CEO Jaymes Black said in a statement Wednesday. "The administration's decision to remove a bipartisan, evidence-based service that has effectively supported a high-risk group of young people through their darkest moments is incomprehensible."
In its statement on the 988 decision, SAMHSA referred to the "LGB+ youth services." 

    
Black called the omission of the "T" representing transgender people "callous." "Transgender people can never, and will never, be erased," he said.
The Trevor Project will continue to run its 24/7 mental health support services, as will other organizations, and leaders of 988 say the hotline will serve anyone who calls with compassion.
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said there were 49,300 suicides in 2023 -- about the highest level in the nation's history, based on preliminary data.
Studies have shown that LGBTQ+ youth are at higher risk of suicide, including a 2024 analysis by the CDC that found 26% transgender and gender-questioning students attempted suicide in the past year. That's compared with 5% of cisgender male and 11% of cisgender female students. 
Young transgender people flooded crisis hotlines with calls after President Donald Trump was re-elected. Trump made anti-transgender themes central to his campaign and has since rolled back many civil rights protections and access to gender-affirming care. 
Trump signed the National Suicide Hotline Designation Act of 2020 into law in October 2020. 

    
The specific 988 subprogram for LGBTQ+ youth cost $33 million in fiscal year 2024, according to SAMHSA, and as of June 2025, more than $33 million has been spent on the services. The Trump administration's 2026 budget proposal called for keeping 988's total budget at $520 million even while eliminating the LGBTQ+ services.
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. wants to wrap SAMHSA and other agencies into a new HHS office called Administration for a Healthy America, where it would coexist with employees from other agencies responsible for chemical exposures and work-related injuries. 
___
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    New CDC advisers will skip some expected topics and explore a target of antivaccine activists
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            By 
            MIKE STOBBE and LAURAN NEERGAARD

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        U.S. Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s new vaccine advisers meet next week, but their agenda suggests they'll skip some expected topics -- including a vote on COVID-19 shots -- while taking up a longtime target of anti-vaccine groups.
The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices makes recommendations on how to use the nation's vaccines, setting a schedule for children's vaccines as well as advice for adult shots. Last week, Kennedy abruptly dismissed the existing 17-member expert panel and handpicked eight replacements, including several anti-vaccine voices. 
The agenda for the new committee's first meeting, posted Wednesday, shows it will be shorter than expected. Discussion of COVID-19 shots will open the session, but the agenda lists no vote on that. Instead, the committee will vote on fall flu vaccinations, on RSV vaccinations for pregnant women and children and on the use of a preservative named thimerosal that's in a subset of flu shots.
It's not clear who wrote the agenda. No committee chairperson has been named and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services did not comment.

    
    
    
Committee won't take up HPV or meningococcal vaccines
Missing from the agenda are some heavily researched vaccine policy proposals the advisers were supposed to consider this month, including shots against HPV and meningococcal bacteria, said Dr. Susan Kressly, president of the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
Instead, the committee is talking about subjects "which are settled science," she said. 
"Every American should be asking themselves how and why did we get here, where leaders are promoting their own agenda instead of protecting our people and our communities," she said. She worried it's "part of a purposeful agenda to insert dangerous and harmful and unnecessary fear regarding vaccines into the process."
The committee makes recommendations on how vaccines that have been approved by the Food and Drug Administration should be used. The recommendations traditionally go to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention director. Historically, nearly all are accepted and then used by insurance companies in deciding what vaccines to cover.
But the CDC has no director and the committee's recommendations have been going to Kennedy.

    
Thimerosal is a longtime target of antivaccine activists
Thimerosal was added to certain vaccines in the early 20th century to make them safer and more accessible by preventing bacterial contamination in multi-dose vials. It's a tiny amount, but because it's a form of mercury, it began raising questions in the 1990s. 
Kennedy -- a leading voice in an antivaccine movement before he became President Donald Trump's health secretary -- has long held there was a tie between thimerosal and autism, and also accused the government of hiding the danger.
Study after study has found no evidence that thimerosal causes autism. But since 2001, all vaccines manufactured for the U.S. market and routinely recommended for children 6 years or younger have contained no thimerosal or only trace amounts, with the exception of inactivated influenza vaccine.
Thimerosal now only appears in multidose flu shot vials, not the single-shot packaging of most of today's flu shots. 
Targeting thimerosal would likely force manufacturers to switch to single-dose vials, which would make the shots "more expensive, less available and more feared," said Paul Offit, a vaccine expert at Children's Hospital of Philadelphia.

    
Doctors' groups have opposed Kennedy's vaccine moves
Last week, 30 organizations called on insurers to continue paying for COVID-19 vaccines for pregnant women after Kennedy said the shots would no longer be routinely recommended for that group. 
Doctors' groups also opposed Kennedy's changes to the vaccine committee. The new members he picked include a scientist who researched mRNA vaccine technology and became a conservative darling for his criticisms of COVID-19 vaccines, a top critic of pandemic-era lockdowns and a leader of a group that has been widely considered to be a source of vaccine misinformation.
The American Academy of Pediatrics has long put out its own immunization recommendations. In recent decades it has matched what the government recommended. But asked if they might soon diverge, depending on potential changes in the government's vaccination recommendations, Kressly said; "Nothing's off the table."

    
"We will do whatever is necessary to make sure that every child in every community gets the vaccines that they deserve to stay healthy and safe," she said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/acip-cdc-vaccine-thimerosal-3d27b10be11112a77c6dea86695ec4df



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Health

    The world's only twice-a-year shot to prevent HIV could stop transmission -- if people can get it
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            It's the first step in an anticipated global rollout that could protect millions - although it's unclear how many in the U.S. and abroad will get access to the powerful new option. (AP video by Lekan Oyekanmi/AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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[image: A pharmacist holds a vial of lenacapavir, an injectable HIV prevention drug, at the Desmond Tutu Health Foundation's Masiphumelele Research Site, in Cape Town, South Africa, Tuesday, July 23, 2024, which was one of the sites for Gilead's lenacapavir drug trial. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht, File)]
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            By 
            LAURAN NEERGAARD

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. has approved the world's only twice-a-year shot to prevent HIV, the first step in an anticipated global rollout that could protect millions - although it's unclear how many in the U.S. and abroad will get access to the powerful new option.
While a vaccine to prevent HIV still is needed, some experts say the shot made by Gilead Sciences -- a drug called lenacapavir -- could be the next best thing. It nearly eliminated new infections in two groundbreaking studies of people at high risk, better than daily preventive pills they can forget to take.
"This really has the possibility of ending HIV transmission," said Greg Millett, public policy director at amfAR, The Foundation for AIDS Research. 
Condoms help guard against HIV infection if used properly but what's called PrEP -- regularly using preventive medicines such as the daily pills or a different shot given every two months -- is increasingly important. Lenacapavir's six-month protection makes it the longest-lasting type, an option that could attract people wary of more frequent doctor visits or stigma from daily pills.

    
But upheaval in U.S. healthcare -- including cuts to public health agencies and Medicaid -- and slashing of American foreign aid to fight HIV are clouding the prospects.



    
        




    




Millett said "gaping holes in the system" in the U.S. and globally "are going to make it difficult for us to make sure we not only get lenacapavir into people's bodies but make sure they come back" twice a year to keep up their protection.

    
    
    
Gilead's drug already is sold to treat HIV under the brand name Sunlenca. The prevention dose will be sold under a different name, Yeztugo. It's given as two injections under the skin of the abdomen, leaving a small "depot" of medication to slowly absorb into the body. People must test negative for HIV before getting their twice-a-year dose, Gilead warned. It only prevents HIV transmission -- it doesn't block other sexually transmitted diseases. Some researchers who helped test the shot advise cold packs to counter injection-site pain.

    
Global efforts at ending the HIV pandemic by 2030 have stalled. There still are more than 30,000 new infections in the U.S. each year and about 1.3 million worldwide.
Only about 400,000 Americans already use some form of PrEP, a fraction of those estimated to benefit. A recent study found states with high use of PrEP saw a decrease in HIV infections, while rates continued rising elsewhere.
About half of new infections are in women, who often need protection they can use without a partner's knowledge or consent. One rigorous study in South Africa and Uganda compared more than 5,300 sexually active young women and teen girls given twice-yearly lenacapavir or the daily pills. There were no HIV infections in those receiving the shot while about 2% in the comparison group caught HIV from infected sex partners.
A second study found the twice-yearly shot nearly as effective in gay men and gender-nonconforming people in the U.S. and in several other countries hard-hit by HIV.

    
Ian Haddock of Houston had tried PrEP off and on since 2015 but he jumped at the chance to participate in the lenacapavir study and continues with the twice-yearly shots as part of the research follow-up.
"Now I forget that I'm on PrEP because I don't have to carry around a pill bottle," said Haddock, who leads the Normal Anomaly Initiative, a nonprofit serving Black LGBTQ+ communities.
"Men, women, gay, straight - it really just kinds of expands the opportunity for prevention," he added. Just remembering a clinic visit every six months "is a powerful tool versus constantly having to talk about, like, condoms, constantly making sure you're taking your pill every day."
Gilead said the U.S. list price, meaning before insurance, is $28,218 a year, which it called similar to some other PrEP options. The company said it anticipated insurance coverage but also has some financial assistance programs. 
Most private insurers are supposed to cover PrEP options without a co-pay although the Supreme Court is considering a case that could overturn that requirement. Congress also is considering huge cuts to Medicaid. And while community health centers still are an option, the Trump administration has largely dismantled HIV prevention work at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that would normally get the message to vulnerable populations who'd qualify for the shot, said Carl Schmid of the nonprofit HIV+Hepatitis Policy Institute.

    
Schmid worries the shot won't meet its potential because "we're basically pulling the rug out of HIV prevention and testing and outreach programs."
Gilead also has applications pending for the twice-yearly shot in other countries. Last fall, the company signed agreements with six generic drug makers to produce low-cost versions of the shot for 120 poor countries mostly in Africa, Southeast Asia and the Caribbean. Gilead plans to make enough shots to supply 2 million people in those countries, at no profit, until the generics are available, said company senior vice president Dr. Jared Baeten.

    
Winnie Byanyima, executive director of UNAIDS, said in a statement the price is still too high. If it's unaffordable, she said, "it will change nothing." 
And HIV experts worry the arrangements Gilead has made to reduce costs in some countries leave out middle-income countries like some in Latin America.
"Everyone in every country who's at risk of HIV needs access to PrEP," said Dr. Gordon Crofoot of Houston, who helped lead the study in men. "We need to get easier access to PrEP that's highly effective like this is."
___
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    More at-home health tests are now available. How to know what's right for you
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            DEVNA BOSE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        The doctor is in -- the mailbox, that is.
You can now do self-administered tests for everything from thyroid function to HIV in the privacy of your own home -- and that list continues to grow, as the Food and Drug Administration recently approved the first at-home cervical cancer test.
While the tests can make it easier for people to access health care and can be helpful for those who have extreme anxiety about sensitive or invasive medical exams, experts warn that most of the tests cannot replace an actual in-person visit. 
Here's what doctors say you can test for at home, and when you should make the trek to your physician's office. 
What kinds of at-home tests are available?
There are two kinds at "at-home tests."
In one type, the patient collects the sample and sends it off to a lab; the new cervical cancer test is like this. 
The other gives an instant result -- think COVID-19 and pregnancy tests.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


What are the benefits of at-home tests?
HIV home-testing kits can improve rates of diagnosing sexually transmitted infections in rural communities and help people who are nervous about going to the doctor to seek a sensitive test, said Dr. Joseph Cherabie, an infectious diseases specialist in St. Louis. 
"You really want to get people to care as quickly as possible, but some people could be very anxious about that results as well," Cherabie said. "And they have very negative reactions."
Labs are required to report a positive HIV test, instead of putting the onus on the patient who took the test, Cherabie said, and and, often, the patient is matched up with HIV support services.

    
    
    
"If you are part of a sexual and gender minority community, going to a doctor's office can be full of a lot of historical trauma, and you may prefer to just do testing at home without anyone judging you or asking you invasive questions about your sex life," Cherabie said.
The new cervical cancer test -- which tests for strains of human papillomavirus, or HPV -- involves a testing swab that's like a tampon, said Dr. Susan Modesitt, a gynecologic oncologist at Emory University in Atlanta. 

    
It is not, Modesitt said, a replacement for a Pap smear, the exam in which a metal speculum is inserted in the vagina to scrape cervix cells. A doctor's visit also involves a pelvic exam, a chance to talk about abnormal bleeding -- a sign of endometrial cancer -- and other symptoms and issues, like menopause or STIs. 
"There are so many other reasons to see your doctor and get an exam outside of a cervical cancer screening," she said.
The at-home cervical cancer test from Teal Health requires a prescription, and the company said that results are not left for the patient to interpret.
I live in a rural area -- can I take an at-home test?
Some at-home tests can replace a trip to the doctor's office. That's especially true in rural areas, where it can be difficult to get a colonoscopy.
"The colonoscopy requires a pre-op, and you have to drive maybe 70 miles for it," said Dr. Steven Furr, board chair of the American Academy of Family Physicians who practices in rural Alabama. "You get anesthesia. It's actually almost like a surgical procedure in many ways.
"So, for a lot of people, that's pretty arduous. That's where an at-home test can come in handy."
But, Furr said, if your test reveals issues, you need to go to your doctor. Plus, patients should always discuss test results with their physician instead of interpreting them on their own, he said.

    
Who shouldn't do at-home tests? 

If you have symptoms of what you're testing for, go to the doctor.
At-home colon cancer tests aren't the right option for people with a history of colon cancer or high-risk conditions, such as inflammatory bowel disease, said Dr. Zachariah Foda, a gastroenterologist at Johns Hopkins. He added that they're also not recommended for people who are having GI symptoms.
While there are tests for many things -- running anywhere from $15 to $400, depending on what is being evaluated -- Furr said it's essential to make sure that your test is FDA-approved so you can better trust the results.
"Anytime we get people involved in their own health care and help them understand what's going on, I think that's a good thing and it gives us a chance to talk," he said. "Any kind of screening is better than no screening."

    
___
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    Dogs and cats can also suffer from allergies, but there are ways to help our furry friends
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            Allergies of all sorts can cause pets to scratch, lick, bite at themselves and groom excessively. But veterinarians say there are ways to ease your furry friend's suffering. (AP Video: Laura Bargfeld)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Karen Woodard check's Gail Friedman's dog, Ms. Roxie, for signs of allergies in Elmhurst, Ill. on May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)]
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[image: Gail Friedman holds her dog, Mr. Friedman, while Dr. Karen Woodard checks his ear for signs of allergies in Elmhurst, Ill. on May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)]
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[image: Various shampoos and cleansing products for treating allergies in pets sit on a shelf at Thrive Pet Healthcare in Elmhurst, Ill. on May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)]
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[image: Dr. Karen Woodard checks for fleas and ticks on Gail Friedman's allergy-prone dog, Mr. Friedman, in Elmhurst, Ill. on Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Laura Bargfeld)]
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                                        About five years ago, Gail Friedman noticed her Parson Russell Terrier was constantly licking his paws and seemed super uncomfortable.
"The poor dog. I would put baby socks on his feet so that he wouldn't lick them or bite at them," said Friedman, of Oak Brook, Illinois. "I was constantly changing the socks, washing his feet a lot. Nothing worked."
It turned out her canine companion, Mr. Friedman, had allergies. 
It's a common and tricky problem in pets -- caused by various things such as pollen, dust, mold, chemicals and food -- but veterinarians say there are several ways to ease their suffering.

    
What sorts of allergies do dogs and cats get?
Allergies happen when the immune system overreacts to a foreign substance. Cats and dogs react to many of the same things people do, as well as pests like fleas.
There are no definitive recent statistics on how many pets have allergies, but research suggests the problem is growing.
"I probably see allergic dogs and cats every single day, probably multiple times a day," said Dr. Karen Woodard, medical director at Thrive Pet Healthcare-Elmhurst in Illinois.
About 90% of allergic pets react to environmental triggers, Woodard said, and the rest have food allergies only.
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[image: This undated photo released by Frankie Jackson, a UK-registered veterinary nurse and certified animal behavior consultant, shows Jackson with her dog, Rook, at her home in Smyrna, Ga. (AP Photo/Frankie Jackson)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                In stressful times, our anxiety can rub off on pets. Causes and cures for pet anxiety
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                How expressing gratitude can transform your work and life
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Thomas, a golden retriever mix, lies on a bed in Westchester County, New York, on July 7, 2024. (Lloyd Green via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Should you let pets sleep next to you? (Does it even matter what the experts say?)
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Dog breeds that are especially vulnerable include various types of terriers, boxers and bulldogs; in cats, it's Persians, Siamese and Himalayans. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Pets can even be allergic to other animals -- cats to dogs, dogs to cats and either to another species.
"It's possible for them to be allergic to us, just like we are to them," said Thrive's Dr. Anthea Elliott Schick of Scottsdale, Arizona, immediate past president of the American College of Veterinary Dermatology.

    
How can you tell if your pet has allergies?
Allergic cats and dogs aren't as likely as humans to sneeze and cough. More often, they scratch and lick themselves, shake their heads and develop ear infections.
Woodard said her Yorkie mix, Teddy, had the classic signs -- scratching around his shoulders and getting rashes and ear infections starting as a six-month-old puppy. She lived in the South at the time, and he tested positive for allergies to various trees and grasses there.
A common sign of allergies in her feline patients is "overdoing their grooming," said Woodard, who's on the Chicago Veterinary Medical Association's board of directors. "Cats shouldn't be pulling their hair out when they groom. So if you start seeing bald patches on your cat, even though the skin underneath it looks normal, that could be a sign of allergies."
Even food allergies, often to chicken, beef, lamb or other protein sources, frequently show up on the skin, although pets can have vomiting or diarrhea, too.
Rarely, pets can develop life-threatening anaphylactic reactions, perhaps after being stung by an insect. But most allergies are simply miserable for the animals. 
"It breaks my heart because it gets to a point that not only do I have socks on poor Mr. Friedman -- which is humiliating for him -- he sometimes gets so bad he has to wear the cone of shame," Gail Friedman said. "And that's not fair because he can't move around right, he can't sleep right. It's terrible."

    
How can you help your pet?
The first step is to get a diagnosis from the vet. This could involve allergy testing, or in the case of food allergies, an "elimination diet," which involves feeding limited ingredients the pet hasn't previously eaten.
If the allergy culprit is environmental, there are medications like anti-inflammatory drugs and newer oral and injectable medications for dogs to block chemical signals associated with itchiness. Food allergies may be treated with special diets such as "hydrolyzed" food, in which proteins are chemically broken down into tiny pieces.
All this can get expensive. Friedman estimates she's spent about $10,000 on testing, medication and care for Mr. Friedman and another allergic dog.
But vets say there are also ways to help pets at home by cleaning their bedding frequently, wiping their fur with a wet washcloth and giving them baths.
Outdoors, "they're almost acting like little Swiffers, getting allergens on their skin, and it goes through their skin and actually becomes a problem," Schick said. "We say bathe your dog, at a minimum, once a week if they're allergic."

    
After she's tried nearly everything, Friedman's dogs are still vexed by allergies. But they're doing better.
"I'm going to keep experimenting until we find what stops it completely," she said. "All you can do is try."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    You should wear sunscreen even if you have darker skin. Here's why




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Cleveland Indians right fielder Melky Cabrera sprays sunscreen before a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Sunday, July 22, 2018, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Cleveland Indians right fielder Melky Cabrera sprays sunscreen before a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Sunday, July 22, 2018, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            ADITHI RAMAKRISHNAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- People with darker skin still need to wear sunscreen -- for more reasons than one.
Too much ultraviolet exposure from the sun can lead to sunburn, dark spots and wrinkles, and increased risk of skin cancer.
The melanin in darker skin offers some extra protection from the sun, but dermatologists say that isn't enough on its own.
"Everyone needs sunscreen. But the reasons that one might be reaching for sunscreen may differ depending on your skin tone," said Dr. Jenna Lester, who founded the Skin of Color Clinic at the University of California, San Francisco.
Do darker-skinned people need sunscreen?
White people are overall more likely to get skin cancer compared to Black and Hispanic people. But Black and Hispanic people are less likely to survive the most dangerous kind of skin cancer called melanoma, according to the American Cancer Society.
Black patients more commonly get melanoma on their hands and feet -- places that are more shielded from the sun. Still, sunscreen is an additional protective layer that helps prevent a host of other problems including sunburns, hyperpigmentation after acne, rosacea and dark patches on the face.
Dr. Oyetewa Asempa at Baylor College of Medicine often reminds her darker-skinned patients: "All of the problems that you're coming to see me for are caused or worsened by the sun."

    
    
    
How much sunscreen do people of color need?
To stay safe in the sun, it's important to grab sunscreen with a sun protection factor or SPF of at least 30 and reapply every two hours. People headed for the pool or beach should put on sunscreen beforehand, remembering to reapply liberally and after getting out of the water. 
Most people don't wear enough sunscreen when they apply, Lester said. Make sure to put two long fingers' worth on the face and a hefty blob for the body. 
Look for chemical-based sunscreens to avoid ashy white cast. Two key ingredients in mineral-based products -- zinc oxide and titanium oxide -- are the culprits for that pesky discoloration on dark skin.

    
Tinted sunscreens contain pigments that block visible light from the sun, offering additional protection against dark spots. And wearing a hat or sun-protective clothing with an ultraviolet protection factor or UPF grading can provide an extra safety boost.
Whatever the sun protection routine, it's important to keep it up, Lester said. Some UV rays can climb right through car and house windows to cause sun damage even when indoors, making it even more important to take care of the skin while the sun shines.
"It's about trying to make it a daily habit," she said. "Consistency over intensity."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    One Tech Tip: No more lost cats and dogs. Use tech to track your pet




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A Tractive GPS pet tracking device is seen while a cat sits in the background in London, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Kelvin Chan)]
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[image: A Chipolo Bluetooth tracker is displayed while a cat rests in the background in London, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Kelvin Chan)]
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[image: A screenshot of the Tractive pet tracking app shows a cat's travels and most frequented areas in a London neighborhood in London, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Kelvin Chan)]
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[image: A screenshot of the Tractive pet tracking app shows the path that a cat has taken in a London neighborhood in London, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Kelvin Chan)]
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[image: An Apple Air Tag and a Chipolo Bluetooth tracker are seen on a keyring next to a cat in London, Thursday, May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Kelvin Chan)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- "Have you seen the cats?" 
That's a common refrain in my household because our two felines, Maple and Juniper, can venture outside through a flap in the backdoor. Like many other London house cats, they're free to come and go, roaming the surrounding backyards and beyond, equipped with microchips to identify them if they get lost. 
If your cat likes to prowl outdoors for long stretches, or your dog has a tendency to run off, it can be distressing when they don't return as expected. 
If you're worried about your furry friend's whereabouts, technology can help you keep tabs on them. 

    
How pet tech works
Dedicated pet trackers are collar-worn devices that typically use GPS signals to pinpoint the location of the animal wearing them. They use a 4G cellphone signal or your home Wi-Fi connection to relay the position to a smartphone app. 
There are many products on the market. Tractive, Jiobit and Pawfit are among brands that offer trackers for both dogs and cats. Devices for the latter are generally smaller and lighter. 
Dog trackers with integrated collars are available from Fi and Whistle. PetTracer is a cat collar that uses both GPS and radio signals from a home base station. FitBark, also for dogs, has an Apple Watch app to monitor location and other activity. 
Garmin has a range of GPS dog collars that work with handheld devices resembling walkie-talkies, but they're pricey and aimed at outdoors enthusiasts like hunters. 

    
    
    
Phone signals
Most trackers let you designate a safe zone on a map, usually your house and surrounding area, and alert you if your pet has left it. 
They usually operate on the 4G LTE spectrum commonly used by wireless carriers. It typically has the longest range of any cellular signal, said Andrew Bleiman, Tractive's executive vice president for North America. 
That means strong connectivity in most of Europe and North America "unless you're in a really far flung place like the middle of a national park," Bleiman said. 

    
What it costs
Exact price depends on brand and model. Most devices sell for less than $100. However, keep in mind you'll also have to pay a subscription fee for the cell service to function. 
While that could cost $100 or more a year, for some pet owners it's worth the "peace of mind," Bleiman said. 
Battery life
The collars usually have a built-in rechargeable battery but battery life varies. Most will be last at least two to three days before they need charging, and a lot longer in ideal conditions. 
One big factor is signal strength. The battery will drain faster if the device has to work harder to pick up the GPS or connect to Wi-Fi. Some save power by not sending coordinates in the safe zone.
Other features
Like fitness watches for humans, pet tracking apps offer health and activity monitoring features. You can see how long your cat or dog has spent resting or exercising on a daily or hourly basis. 
But be aware, a tracker is "not going to keep your pet in the backyard," Bleiman said. It will only "alert you when they leave the virtual fence area that you set up." 

    
How to use it
This One TechTip was inspired by Maple, who once went AWOL for days. It turned out he was hanging out in a backyard 10 doors down the street. We only found out after the residents got hold of a pet microchip scanner to look up our contact details to let us know so we could retrieve him. 
Tractive provided a loaner device to try. Using the included breakaway collar, we put it on Maple, who clearly didn't like it at first. He dashed out the back door and jumped through a hole in the fence. 
Over the next day, I used the Tractive app to monitor his movements. It showed his travels back and forth onto various neighboring properties. He came back to rest for a few hours around midnight, went out to prowl again around 3 a.m, then came back after an hour to nap some more.
It was fascinating to see where he was spending his time. According to the app's "heatmap," one of Maple's favorite spots was the same backyard where we had to retrieve him previously. 

    
Losing track 
About 24 hours after I attached the Tractive collar on Maple, I noticed he was no longer wearing it. It had somehow come off. 
If you can't find your pet's exact location, or the device gets lost, Tractive has a "radar" feature to pinpoint it with your phone's Bluetooth. Other brands have similar features. 
On the app's map, I could see it was in a nearby backyard and that I was getting closer because the circle was getting bigger. But I couldn't figure out where it was and, not wanting to disturb the neighbors, I gave up.
Bleiman recommends using a harness for cats that don't like collars, but I'm not convinced. 
Microchips 
It's common for cats and dogs to be implanted with microchips, with the details added to a database. That makes it much easier to reunite owners with lost dogs and cats, even if they've strayed hundreds of miles away or gone missing for years. 
Pet microchips, about the size of a grain of rice implanted just below the skin, are legally required in some European countries. There's no federal law in the U.S., though some places like Hawaii now require them, so check with state or local authorities. 
But there's some confusion about what microchips can do. Because they don't have a power supply, they can't be tracked in real time. Whoever finds your pet would need to take it to a vet or a shelter to can scan the device for contact details. 

    
Air Tags and similar devices are another option
Many pet owners use Bluetooth trackers like Apple's Air Tags, Samsung's SmartTags or similar devices from Tile, Cube and Chipolo, which rely on low-power signals relayed by passing smartphones. 
Bluetooth trackers have a range of 100 to 500 feet (30 to 150 meters), depending on the model. The batteries last for months if not longer, and there's no need to pay for a subscription.
However, they're not specifically marketed for pets. That hasn't stopped pet owners, judging from many recommendations they've posted in online forums. 
Chipolo advises that its round plastic trackers are only for "in-house pets like house-trained cats and smaller dogs" and warns against using them on "larger dog breeds and outdoor cats." 
Still, they can be a solution for some pet owners. 

"Bluetooth is a totally reasonable solution if you're in a downtown urban core," Bleiman said. "But pets move fast. And if you're in a wooded park, or you're in a suburban area -- let alone a more rural or wilderness area -- it's pretty unlikely your pet is going to be close to a Bluetooth device." 
___
Is there a tech topic that you think needs explaining? Write to us at [email protected] with your suggestions for future editions of One Tech Tip.
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    Google hits setback in bid to overturn multibillion EU antitrust fine in Android case




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A sign is displayed on a Google building at their campus in Mountain View, Calif., Sept. 24, 2019. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Google faced a big setback Thursday in its attempt to overturn a multibillion-dollar European Union antitrust penalty involving Android after a top court's legal adviser sided with regulators. 
The European Court of Justice's advocate general, Juliane Kokott, recommended in a non-binding opinion that Google's appeal against the fine worth more than 4 billion euros ($4.7 billion) should be dismissed. 
The case dates back to 2018, when the EU's executive Commission slapped Google with a 4.134 billion euro fine after finding that the U.S. tech company used the dominance of its mobile Android operating system to throttle competition and reduce consumer choice. 
After Google filed an initial appeal, a lower court trimmed the penalty to 4.125 billion euros in 2022, which the company also appealed to the Court of Justice.
Kokott advised that the Court of Justice confirm the fine and uphold the lower court's judgment, according to a press release summarizing her opinion. 

    
Google said it was disappointed with the opinion, adding that if the court follows it, it "would discourage investment in open platforms and harm Android users, partners and app developers." 



    
        




    




''Android has created more choice for everyone and supports thousands of successful businesses in Europe and around the world," the company said in a statement. 
Opinions from the advocate general aren't legally binding but are often followed by judges. 

    
    
    
The judges "are now beginning their deliberations in this case. Judgment will be given at a later date," the court said. 

The fine was one of three antitrust penalties totaling more than 8 billion euros that the European Commission slapped on Google in the last decade, as the 27-nation bloc launched its crackdown on Big Tech companies.
Google still faces a decision from Brussels in an antitrust case targeting its digital ad business. 
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    Tariff threats, wars will slow but not collapse global luxury sales in 2025, new study shows




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: These are Gucci bags in the window of a Gucci store in Pittsburgh on Jan. 30, 2023. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]
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                                        MILAN (AP) -- Global sales of personal luxury goods are "slowing down but not collapsing," according to a Bain & Co. consultancy study released Thursday. 
Personal luxury goods sales that eroded to 364 billion euros ($419 billion) in 2024 are projected to slide by another 2% to 5% this year, the study said, citing threats of U.S. tariffs and geopolitical tensions triggering economic slowdowns.
"Still, to be positive in a difficult moment -- with three wars, economies slowing down, inequality at a maximum ever -- it's not a market in collapse,'' said Bain partner and co-author of the study Claudia D'Arpizio. "It is slowing down but not collapsing."
Alongside external headwinds, luxury brands have alienated consumers with an ongoing creativity crisis and sharp price increases, Bain said. Buyers have also been turned off by recent investigations in Italy that revealed that sweatshop conditions in subcontractors making luxury handbags.

    
Sales are slipping sharply in powerhouse markets the United States and China, the study showed. In the U.S., market volatility due to tariffs has discouraged consumer confidence. China has recorded six quarters of contraction on low consumer confidence. 



    
        




    




The Middle East, Latin America and Southeast Asia are recording growth. Europe is mostly flat, the study showed.

    
    * Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


This has created a sharp divergence between brands that continue with strong creative and earnings growth, such as the Prada Group, which posted a 13% first-quarter jump in revenue to 1.34 billion euros, and brands like Gucci, where revenue was down 24% to 1.6 billion euros in the same period. 

    
    
    
Gucci owner Kering last week hired Italian automotive executive Luca De Meo, the former CEO of Renault, to mount a turnaround. The decision comes as three of its brands -- Gucci, Balenciaga and Bottega Veneta -- are launching new creative directors. 
Kering's stock surged 12% on news of the appointment. D'Arpizio underlined his track record, returning French carmaker Renault to profitability and previous roles as marketing director at Volkswagen and Fiat.

    
"All of these factors resonate well together in a market like luxury when you are in a phase where growth is still the name of the game, but you also need to make the company more nimble in terms of costs, and turn around some of the brands,'' she said.
Brands are also making changes to minimize the impact of possible U.S. tariffs. These include shipping directly from production sites and not warehouses and reducing stock in stores.
With aesthetic changes afoot "stuffing the channels doesn't make a lot of sense,'' D'Arpizio said.
Still, many of the headwinds buffering the sector are out of companies' control.
"Many of these (negative) aspects are not going to change soon. What can change is more clarity on the tariffs, but I don't think we will stop the wars or the political instability in a few months,'' she said, adding that luxury consumer confidence is tied more closely to stock market trends than geopolitics.
President of Italian luxury brand association Altagamma Matteo Lunelli underlined hat the sector recorded overall growth of 28% from 2019-2024, "placing us well above pre-pandemic levels."

    
While luxury spending is sensitive to global turmoil, it is historically quick to rebound, powered by new markets and pent-up demand.

The 2008-2009 financial crisis plummeted sales of luxury apparel, handbags and footwear from 161 billion euros to 147 billion euros over two years. The market more than recovered the losses in 2010 as it rebounded by 14%, with an acceleration in the Chinese market. Similarly, after sales plunged by 21% during the pandemic, pent-up spending powered sales to new records.
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    Catholics call for environmental action at Rio de Janeiro's iconic Christ the Redeemer statue




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Archbishop of Rio de Janeiro, Cardinal Orani Joao Tempesta, left, holds Mass celebrating the Catholic holiday of Corpus Christi at the Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, June 19, 2025 (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)]
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[image: A Mass celebrating the Catholic holiday of Corpus Christi is held at the Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, June 19, 2025 (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)]
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            A Mass celebrating the Catholic holiday of Corpus Christi is held at the Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, June 19, 2025 (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People pray before the start of a Mass celebrating the Catholic holiday of Corpus Christi a tthe Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, June 19, 2025 (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)]
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            People pray before the start of a Mass celebrating the Catholic holiday of Corpus Christi a tthe Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, June 19, 2025 (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People place rugs made from plastic bottle caps for a Mass celebrating the Catholic holiday of Corpus Christi near the Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, June 19, 2025 (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)]
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            People place rugs made from plastic bottle caps for a Mass celebrating the Catholic holiday of Corpus Christi near the Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, June 19, 2025 (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman puts the last touches on a rug made from plastic bottle caps for a Mass celebrating the Catholic holiday of Corpus Christi near the Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, June 19, 2025 (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)]
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            A woman puts the last touches on a rug made from plastic bottle caps for a Mass celebrating the Catholic holiday of Corpus Christi near the Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, June 19, 2025 (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rugs made from plastic bottle caps line the walkway to the Christ the Redeemer statue during a Mass celebrating the Catholic holiday of Corpus Christi in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)]
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            Rugs made from plastic bottle caps line the walkway to the Christ the Redeemer statue during a Mass celebrating the Catholic holiday of Corpus Christi in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Christ the Redeemer statue stands over Rio de Janeiro before a morning Mass celebrating the Catholic holiday of Corpus Christi is held at the statue, Thursday, June 19, 2025 (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)]
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            The Christ the Redeemer statue stands over Rio de Janeiro before a morning Mass celebrating the Catholic holiday of Corpus Christi is held at the statue, Thursday, June 19, 2025 (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            ELEONORE HUGHES

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- Brazilian Catholic worshippers laid down an eco-friendly carpet in front of the world-famous Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro on Thursday and called for the protection of the environment ahead of UN climate talks in the Amazon. 
Tapestries are a fixture of the Corpus Christi religious feast when Catholics celebrate what they believe is the presence of Christ in the Eucharist.
This year, the colorful carpet was made from approximately 460 kilos (1,014 pounds) of recycled plastic caps. Over the past few years the Christ the Redeemer sanctuary has increasingly used the attention the iconic statue generates to spotlight environmental concerns.
"These caps could be polluting the environment. Today they're here as a carpet," said Marcos Martins, environmental manager and educator at the sanctuary. "It's the circular economy: we take the material, we're reusing it here and then we're going to reuse it again with an exhibition."

    
Just after day break and before the first flock of tourists arrived Thursday, Cardinal Orani Joao Tempesta led celebrations at the site overlooking Guanabara Bay and Rio's famed Sugarloaf mountain.



    
        




    




The caps are "a good reminder of our co-responsibility with ecology, of our concern for the environment, which are very characteristic of Christ the Redeemer," Rio's archbishop told journalists.
Thursday's celebration also paid homage to the late Pope Francis and his Laudato Si', a landmark environmental encyclical in which he cast care for the environment in stark moral terms. In the papal letter Francis called for a bold cultural revolution to correct what he said was a "structurally perverse" economic system in which the rich exploited the poor, turning Earth into a pile of "filth" in the process.

    
    
    
"The COP30 is coming up and we've just had the U.N. Ocean Conference. Nothing makes more sense than Christ being a great spokesperson for this issue," said Carlos Lins, the sanctuary's marketing director. 

    
Earlier this month, the sanctuary held workshops, discussion groups and actions focusing on environmental preservation. The statue -- perched on the Corcovado mountain -- is itself located in the Tijuca National Park. 
Brazil has been hit by a series of environmental disasters in recent years, including severe droughts in the Amazon, wildfires in the Pantanal and flooding in the south.

This week heavy rains killed at least two people in the southern region Rio Grande do Sul, just over a year after it was hit by the worst flooding on record.
Scientists say extreme weather is happening more frequently due to human-caused climate change.
____
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brazil-corpus-christi-environment-climate-cop30-3ebc5df116e5e7c76d8869a95b8f17ae
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            Israel has attacked Iran's Arak heavy water reactor, Iranian state television said Thursday. The report said there was "no radiation danger whatsoever" and that the facility had already been evacuated before the attack.
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            Israel's air defense intercepted missiles fired from Iran over Tel Aviv on Thursday morning as the two countries continued to exchange airstrikes and missiles.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Smokes raises from a building of the Soroka hospital complex after it was hit by a missile fired from Iran in Beersheba, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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            Smokes raises from a building of the Soroka hospital complex after it was hit by a missile fired from Iran in Beersheba, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rescue workers and military personnel inspect the site of a direct hit from an Iranian missile strike in Ramat Gan, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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            Rescue workers and military personnel inspect the site of a direct hit from an Iranian missile strike in Ramat Gan, Israel, Thursday, June 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows the Arak heavy water reactor in Iran on Feb. 15, 2025. (Maxar Technologies via AP)]
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            This satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows the Arak heavy water reactor in Iran on Feb. 15, 2025. (Maxar Technologies via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Smoke rises up after Israel's attack, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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            Smoke rises up after Israel's attack, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This satellite image from Planet Labs PBC shows Al Udeid Air Base outside of Doha, Qatar, Sunday, June 15, 2025. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)]
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            This satellite image from Planet Labs PBC shows Al Udeid Air Base outside of Doha, Qatar, Sunday, June 15, 2025. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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                                        An Iranian missile hit the main hospital in southern Israel early Thursday, wounding people and causing extensive damage but no serious injuries, the medical facility said. Israeli media aired footage of blown-out windows and heavy black smoke.
Other missiles hit a high-rise apartment building in Tel Aviv and other sites in central Israel. At least 240 people were wounded by the Iranian missiles, four of them seriously, according to Israel's Health Ministry.
Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz blamed Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and said the military "has been instructed and knows that in order to achieve all of its goals, this man absolutely should not continue to exist."
Israel, meanwhile, carried out strikes on Iran's Arak heavy water reactor, its latest attack on Iran's sprawling nuclear program. Iranian state television said there was "no radiation danger whatsoever" and that the facility had been evacuated before the attack.
Here's the latest:



    
        




    




Houthi leader praises Iran's 'effective response'
Houthi leader Abdul Malik al-Houthi said in a televised speech Thursday that Israel's military operations against Iran is a dangerous development for the entire region.
He said Iran repeatedly asserted that it doesn't want to produce nuclear weapons or use them, and praised the nation's "effective response," saying it placed Israel in an unprecedented position.
"The enemy hoped to achieve a major accomplishment through this aggression against the Islamic Republic of Iran, but it failed, and the failure of this aggression clearly resulted in losses and damage," said al-Houthi.
He dismissed U.S. President Donald Trump's remarks about Iran's unconditional surrender as "nonsense and madness," and affirmed that Houthi operations against Israel will persist, including those targeting Israeli maritime activity.

    
Hundreds of Israelis on way home from Cyprus aboard a cruise ship
Some 2,400 stranded Israelis are on their way to Israel aboard a cruise ship that has departed from Cyprus' main Limassol port Thursday. 
They had reached Cyprus after their Israeli-bound passenger aircraft was diverted to the island at the onset of a missile exchange between Israel and Iran last week. Many others stranded in other countries came to Cyprus, the closest European nation to Israel, in hopes of catching a flight or a boat trip back to Israel. 
Cyprus' chief Rabbi Arie Zeev Raskin says approximately 6,500 Israelis were in Cyprus which has become a key transit point for foreign nationals fleeing Israel and many Israelis who want to go back home. 
Iran's blackout has lasted over 24 hours 
NetBlocks, a monitoring group that tracks internet outages, said Iran's nationwide internet blackout had lasted over 24 hours as of Thursday afternoon, making it the most severe disruption since anti-government protests in November 2019.
Israeli military says Iran used a missile with multiple warheads in its attack
The Israeli military said Thursday that Iran used a missile with multiple warheads in its attack, posing a new challenge to its defenses.
Instead of having to track one warhead, missiles with multiple warheads can pose a more difficult challenge for air defense systems, like Israel's Iron Dome.
There was no immediate independent analysis that could be made.

    
Russia voices concern about security at Iran's Russia-built nuclear power plant
Foreign Ministry's spokesperson Maria Zakharova said Russia is particularly concerned about security at the plant in Iran's southern port of Bushehr and the Russian personnel there.
Russian President Vladimir Putin said that over 200 Russian workers are involved in building two more nuclear reactors in Bushehr. "We agreed with the Israeli leadership that their security will be ensured," he said.
Alexei Likhachev, the head of the Russian state nuclear corporation Rosatom, told reporters that several dozen Russian workers had already been evacuated from Bushehr and others could follow suit quickly if necessary.
Likhachev warned that an Israeli strike on the Bushehr reactor could trigger a catastrophe comparable to the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster. He voiced hope that the Israeli leadership will "have sufficient understanding and common sense not to allow even an accidental hit."

    
Israeli official: Iran has launched 450 missiles and 1,000 drones toward Israel so far
The vast majority of the drones have been launched from Iran, but a few have been launched from Iran's proxies, including Iraq, according to the Israeli military official, who spoke on condition of anonymity in line with military regulations. 
He added that Israel began its operation in western Iran before moving towards the capital of Tehran and the center. The military is now starting to attack eastern Iran.
The official would not comment on whether or not the Americans are planning to target the Fordo nuclear fuel enrichment plant. "What Americans do or will not do is up to them, we have our plan and are operating according to it," he said.
Gaza officials say 69 dead in past 24 hours
The Gaza Health Ministry said Thursday that hospitals had received 69 bodies and 221 wounded people in the last 24 hours.
It said 55,706 Palestinians have been killed and another 130,101 wounded since the start of the Israel-Hamas war, without saying how many were civilians or combatants.
The war began with Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack into Israel, when Palestinian militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted 251. They still hold 53 hostages, more than half of them believed to be dead.

    
Israel says it destroyed majority of Iran's ballistic missile launchers
Israel said its airstrikes have destroyed around two-thirds of Iran's ballistic missile launchers, according to an Israeli military official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity in line with military regulations. The official said on Thursday that Israel estimates Iran still has over 100 missile launchers remaining active. 
"We are hitting all the chain of production, from the military factory all the way to the launcher itself, we're stopping all of the elements," the official said. Israel estimates that before Friday, Iran had around 2,000 ballistic missiles.
The official would not comment on Israeli impact on Iran's nuclear program. "We said we're going to damage severely the nuclear facilities, but we didn't say we're going to destroy it totally," the official said. "We know our limits."
At least 8 killed near aid distribution site in Gaza
Health officials in the Gaza Strip say at least eight Palestinians were killed and 60 wounded near an aid distribution site run by a U.S.- and Israeli-backed humanitarian group.
There was no immediate comment from the Israeli military. Al-Awda Hospital in central Gaza, which received the dead and wounded, confirmed the toll.
It appeared to be the latest of near-daily shootings of Palestinians seeking desperately-needed food in the territory, which experts say is at risk of famine because of Israel's blockade and ongoing military campaign.
Multiple Palestinian witnesses have said Israeli forces routinely fire on the crowds. Local health officials say scores have been killed and hundreds wounded. The military says it has fired warning shots at people it describes as suspects who approached its forces.
Russia warns the U.S. against entering the Israel-Iran conflict
"U.S. military interference would be "an extremely dangerous step with truly unpredictable negative consequences," Foreign Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova said at a briefing Thursday. .
President Donald Trump said Wednesday he doesn't want to carry out a U.S. strike on Iran but suggested he stands ready to act if it's necessary to extinguish Iran's nuclear program.
China's Xi calls for ceasefire 
Chinese President Xi Jinping has called on Israel and Iran to implement an immediate ceasefire in their conflict, which he says risks spreading to other countries in the region.
"If the conflict escalates further, not only will the conflicting parties suffer greater losses, but regional countries will also suffer greatly," Xi said during a call with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Thursday, according to the official Xinhua News Agency.
"The parties to the conflict, especially Israel, should cease fire as soon as possible to prevent the situation from escalating in turn and resolutely avoid the spillover of war," he added. 
China has sought to maintain warm ties with both the Arab States on the one side and Israel on the other, to little practical effect.
Iran's supreme leader appoints new commander
Iran's supreme leader has appointed Brigadier General Mohammad Karami as the new ground forces commander of Iran's Revolutionary Guard, a paramilitary force that controls Iran's ballistic missiles, after Israeli strikes last week killed several high-ranking military officials in Tehran. 
Karami is replacing Mohammad Pakpour, who was appointed last week to become the new commander of the Guard following the killing of Hossein Salami.
Iraqi militia threatens to attack US citizens if Iranian leader is targeted
Harakat al-Nujaba, one of the main Iran-backed militias in Iraq, threatened to attack U.S. citizens in the event that Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei is targeted in the ongoing Israel-Iran conflict.
"No soldier, diplomat, or even a bearer of your nationality in our region will be safe. All your direct and indirect interests will become legitimate targets for us, as long as we draw breath in this vile world," the statement said.
Iraqi militias have thus far largely held their fire in the conflict, although three drones launched at the Ain al-Asad base housing U.S. troops in western Iraq were reportedly shot down on Friday, after Israel's began its barrage of strikes on Iran. No group claimed responsibility for the attack on the base.
French foreign minister: France and Europeans willing to negotiate with Iran
French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot said Thursday that France and Europeans partners are ready to "resume negotiations" with Iran.
The comments come after Iran's state media said the country's Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi will meet with European counterparts in Geneva on Friday.
Barrot did not confirm the Geneva meeting.
The message from Iranian authorities was "relatively clear: there is a willingness to resume talks, including with the United States, provided that a ceasefire can be reached," Barrot told a news conference in Paris.
"On our side, there is a willingness to resume negotiations, provided that these negotiations can lead to lasting, substantial steps backward by Iran regarding its nuclear program, its ballistic program and its activities to destabilize the region," Barrot said.
Patients wheeled out of Israeli hospital hit by missile
Patients were wheeled out of a major Israeli hospital that was hit by the latest Iranian missile barrage as emergency responders assessed the damage to the building.
A missile struck the Soroka Medical Center in the southern city of Beersheba, damaging its surgical ward. The roof of the building was smashed in, and after the building was hit, smoke could still be seen smoldering from the side. Chunks of cement and glass lay scattered on the ground.
Hospital staff said several dozen people were lightly injured, adding that most patients had already been moved to safe spaces.
Emergency responders assessed the damage at the Soroka hospital Thursday after a missile struck the surgical ward.
Staff said it wasn't clear how secure the building was, or if parts were going to collapse.
Two hospital staff who did not want to named told The AP the strike hit almost immediately after sirens went off and they went into the safe room. 
Dust and debris at Iran's state-run broadcaster after Israeli strike
The broadcaster allowed reporters on Thursday to film the aftermath of an Israeli strike against its building in Tehran this week.
Associated Press journalists saw the dust and debris now filling an Iranian state television studio. Its windows were blown out by the blast. Chairs sat singed.
Israel conducted the strike against the building Monday during a live broadcast there, an hour after it issued a public warning for the wider area of Tehran in which the building is located.
Iranian officials have said three employees of the broadcaster, formally known as the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting, were killed in the attack.
US diplomat warns Hezbollah against supporting Iran
U.S. Special Envoy to Syria Tom Barrack said it would be a "very bad mistake" for Lebanon if the Hezbollah militant group intervened to support Iran militarily in its conflict against Israel.
Barrack made the remarks to journalists Thursday after visiting top officials in Lebanon. Iran-backed Hezbollah has condemned Israel's surprise strikes on Iran that sparked the conflict and endorsed Iran's missile barrages over Israel, but has stopped short of saying it will take military action.
Israel says Iran's Supreme Leader 'cannot continue to exist'
Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said Thursday that Iran's Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, "cannot continue to exist."
Katz spoke after the latest wave of Iranian missiles struck a hospital and wounded at least 40 people.
"A dictator like Khamenei, who heads a country like Iran and has made the destruction of Israel his mission, cannot continue to exist," Katz said. "The IDF has been instructed and knows that in order to achieve all of its goals, this man absolutely should not continue to exist."
U.S. officials said this week that President Donald Trump had vetoed an Israeli plan to kill Khamenei. Trump later said there were no plans to kill him "at least not for now."
Putin and Xi condemn Israeli attacks on Iran
Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping condemned the Israeli attacks in a phone call on Thursday.
Putin's foreign affairs adviser Yuri Ushakov said that Moscow and Beijing agree that "the current situation and the issues related to the Iranian nuclear program can't be solved by force." They believe that "a settlement can and must be reached exclusively by political and diplomatic means."
Putin informed Xi about his calls with the "key players" in the conflict and his readiness to help broker an end to the hostilities, Ushakov said, adding that Xi welcomed Russia's mediation.
Iran's foreign minister to meet with European counterparts on Friday
Iran's foreign minister will meet with European counterparts in Geneva as an Israeli airstrike campaign continues to target his country, state media reported Thursday.
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi will travel to Geneva for the meetings Friday, the state-run IRNA news agency report.
IRNA said the meeting would include foreign ministers from the United Kingdom, France and Germany, and the European Union's top diplomat.
Iran warns the US to avoid direct involvement in conflict with Israel
Iran's Revolutionary Guard on Thursday warned the U.S. again to avoid getting directly involved in the conflict between the Islamic Republic and Israel, saying in a statement that "direct" role by the Americans would "expand the conflict to the region."
"We warn the criminal United States: any direct involvement in this war would lead to its expansion across the region and will result in severe and irreparable blows," the paramilitary guard in a statement carried by Iranian state T.V. The warning echoes recent statements made by other Iranian officials, including Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and comes as Trump has said he's not looking for a fight' with Iran but stands ready to act if necessary.
IAEA confirms Iran's Arak heavy water research reactor was hit in a strike
The Arak reactor was not loaded with nuclear material at the time of the strike, meaning there is no risk to the public of any radioactive contamination.
"It was not operational and contained no nuclear material, so no radiological effects," said the International Atomic Energy Agency, the U.N.'s nuclear watchdog.
The IAEA said it had no information on whether the heavy water plant next to the reactor had been hit.
Israel later released black-and-white footage of its strike on the Arak reactor, showing a bomb dropping on its dome and sending up a massive plume of fire and smoke.
UK's Lammy to meet Rubio in Washington for Mideast talks 
U.K. Foreign Secretary David Lammy is flying to Washington on Thursday for talks with U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio about the crisis in the Middle East.
The trip comes after Prime Minister Keir Starmer chaired a meeting of senior ministers, military chiefs and intelligence officials at the government's crisis committee, known as COBRA, on Wednesday. Discussions included how the U.K. would respond to a potential U.S. strike on Iran's nuclear facilities.
The U.S. may want to use the U.K.-controlled base on Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean in a potential strike on Iran's underground nuclear facility at Fordo but is not believed to have requested to do so yet.
Britain has continued to urge de-escalation, but has deployed two refueling tankers and 14 Typhoon jets to Cyprus to protect British personnel and interests in the Middle East. The Foreign Office has evacuated family members of British Embassy staff from Israel but not advised U.K. nationals to leave the country. 
Israeli police stop media broadcast said to expose location of Iranian missile impacts
The Israeli police said in a statement that it dispatched cars to a facility to prevent "news agencies utilized by Al Jazeera" from transmitting "unauthorized and unlawful content."
Israeli authorities have repeatedly warned media outlets not to share the location of Iranian missile interceptions and hits, though these have in some cases been disclosed in Israeli and foreign media.
Israel banned Al Jazeera last year, accusing it of incitement and of endangering troops by disclosing their locations. The network has denied the allegations.
China offers to play a role in restoring peace and stability in Middle East
Guo Jiakun, the Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman, says China is willing to play an intermediary role in helping end the conflict.
"China has maintained communication with Iran, Israel, Egypt, Oman and other parties, calling on all sides to take immediate measures to de-escalate tensions and prevent the region from falling into greater turmoil," Guo said Thursday at a daily briefing.
"China is willing to continue working with countries in the region and the international community to play a constructive role in restoring peace and stability in the Middle East as soon as possible," he added.
Many aircraft dispersed from major air base in Middle East used by US military
A major air base in the Middle East used by the U.S. military has seen many of the aircraft typically on its tarmac dispersed this weekend.
The Al Udeid Air Base outside of Doha, Qatar, is the forward headquarters of the U.S. military's Central Command. Typically, the air base is filled with multiple transport planes, fighter jets and drones.
In a satellite photo taken Wednesday by Planet Labs PBC analyzed by The Associated Press, the air base's tarmac had emptied.
The U.S. military has not acknowledged the change. However, it comes after ships off the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet base in Bahrain also have dispersed. That's typically a military strategy to ensure your fighting ships and planes aren't destroyed in case of an attack.
Al-Sistani warns against a strike on Iran's senior religious or political leadership
Iraq's top Shiite authority, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, warned Thursday that a strike on Iran's senior religious or political leadership could ignite uncontrollable chaos across the region, an apparent reference to threats that Israel or the U.S. might kill Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
In a statement, al-Sistani denounced the ongoing Israeli military campaign against Iran. He said that targeting the country's top leadership would be a "criminal act (that) would shatter regional stability, deepen human suffering, and inflict far-reaching harm on the interests of all nations." 
He called on the international community -- particularly Muslim countries -- to increase diplomatic pressure, halt the aggression and broker a peaceful solution to the Iranian nuclear issue.
Widely seen as a voice of moderation, al-Sistani represents a school of thought in Shiism opposed to direct rule by clerics, the system in place in Iran, where Khamenei has the final word in all matters.
Patients evacuated from Soroka Medical Center after missile strike
Black smoke rose from the Soroka Medical Center in the southern city of Beersheba as emergency teams evacuated patients.
Two doctors told The Associated Press that the missile struck almost immediately after air raid sirens went off, causing a loud explosion that could be heard from a safe room. They spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to brief media.
-- Sam Mednick in Beersheba, Israel
Iran says attack on Israel targeted a military site
Iran, through its state-run IRNA news agency, claimed it targeted an Israeli military site, not the hospital. 
Iran claimed the "blast wave" of the missile struck the hospital.
Egyptian FM pushes for 'de-escalation' dialogue on call with European diplomats
Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty spoke with French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot and British National Security Advisor Jonathan Powell on Thursday about the escalating tensions between Iran and Israel.
In a statement after the call, Abdelatty said that the E3, an informal foreign and security cooperation arrangement between the U.K., Germany and France, is responsible for opening "channels for dialogue and negotiation and utilize all available channels with the Iranian side to reach compromises that contribute to de-escalation."
Attack on Arak reactor meant to prevent plutonium production, Israel says
Israel's military said its fighter jets targeted the Arak facility and its reactor core seal to halt it from being used to produce plutonium.
"The strike targeted the component intended for plutonium production, in order to prevent the reactor from being restored and used for nuclear weapons development," the Israelis said.
Iran has long maintained its program is for peaceful purposes. However, it also enriches uranium up to 60%, a short, technical step away from weapons-grade levels of 90%. 
Iran is the only non-nuclear-weapon state to enrich at that level.
Israel separately claimed to have struck another site around Natanz it described as being related to Iran's nuclear program.
Several countries prepare to evacuate their citizens from Iran and Israel
Japan, China, Indonesia and Oman said Thursday they were preparing to help evacuate their citizens from Iran and Israel as the conflict between the two countries intensified.
Japan said it is dispatching two military aircraft to Djibouti ahead of a possible airlifting of Japanese nationals from Iran. Defense Minister Gen Nakatani said he ordered the dispatch of two C-2 transport aircraft, along with 120 service members, to the Horn of African nation where Japan has a military base. About 280 Japanese are based in Iran and 1,000 others are in Israel.
The Chinese Embassy in Israel, meanwhile, said it will organize group evacuations by bus from Israel starting Friday. A notice posted on the embassy's WeChat social media account said Chinese citizens would be taken out through the Taba border crossing to Egypt.
The Indonesian government said it would evacuate its citizens from Iran. About 386 Indonesians, mostly students, are in Iran, primarily in the city of Qom, he said. His ministry, meanwhile, said earlier that about 194 Indonesians are in Israel, the majority of whom are in the southern city of Rafah.
And Oman said it had evacuated 245 of its citizens and a number of nationals from other countries via the Iranian city of Bandar Abbas, along the country's Persian Gulf coast.
Israel's main hospital in south sustained direct hit from Iranian missile with 'extensive damage'
Israel's main southern hospital sustained a direct hit Thursday from an Iranian missile, with officials reporting "extensive damage" there.
Soroka Medical Center is the main hospital in Israel's south.
A spokesperson for the Soroka Medical Center in Beer Sheba said the hospital suffered "extensive damage" in different areas and people were wounded in the attack. The hospital has requested people not come for treatment.
The hospital has over 1,000 beds and provides services to the approximately 1 million residents of Israel's south, according to the hospital's website.
Israeli strikes on Iran have killed at least 639, rights group says
Israeli strikes on Iran have killed at least 639 people and wounded 1,329 others, a human rights group said Thursday.
The Washington-based group Human Rights Activists offered the figures, which covers the entirety of Iran. It said of those dead, it identified 263 civilians and 154 security force personnel being killed.
Human Rights Activists, which also provided detailed casualty figures during the 2022 protests over the death of Mahsa Amini, cross-checks local reports in the Islamic Republic against a network of sources it has developed in the country.

Iran has not been offering regular death tolls during the conflict and has minimized casualties in the past. Its last update, issued Monday, put the death toll at 224 people being killed and 1,277 others being wounded.
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    Rebuilding one of the nation's oldest Black churches begins at Juneteenth ceremony
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            One of the oldest Black churches in America was demolished because it didn't fit the aesthetic of Colonial Williamsburg. It is set to rise again on its original foundations. (AP video/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation shows the 2021 excavation of the original First Baptist Church of Williamsburg in Williamsburg, Va. (Colonial Williamsburg Foundation via AP)]
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            This image provided by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation shows the 2021 excavation of the original First Baptist Church of Williamsburg in Williamsburg, Va. (Colonial Williamsburg Foundation via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Casket-shaped stones mark the 62 graves identified at the original site of the First Baptist Church of Williamsburg in Williamsburg, Va., on May 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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            Casket-shaped stones mark the 62 graves identified at the original site of the First Baptist Church of Williamsburg in Williamsburg, Va., on May 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: From left, Reginald F. Davis, pastor of First Baptist Church, Connie Matthews Harshaw, a member of First Baptist, and Jack Gary, Colonial Williamsburg's director of archaeology, stand at the brick-and-mortar foundation of one the oldest Black churches in the U.S. on Oct. 6, 2021, in Williamsburg, Va. (AP Photo/Ben Finley, File)]
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            From left, Reginald F. Davis, pastor of First Baptist Church, Connie Matthews Harshaw, a member of First Baptist, and Jack Gary, Colonial Williamsburg's director of archaeology, stand at the brick-and-mortar foundation of one the oldest Black churches in the U.S. on Oct. 6, 2021, in Williamsburg, Va. (AP Photo/Ben Finley, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation shows the 2021 excavation of the original First Baptist Church of Williamsburg in Williamsburg, Va. (Colonial Williamsburg Foundation via AP)]
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            This image provided by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation shows the 2021 excavation of the original First Baptist Church of Williamsburg in Williamsburg, Va. (Colonial Williamsburg Foundation via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This rendering provided by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation in June 2025, shows an artist's rendition of the original 1805 First Baptist Church of Williamsburg in Williamsburg, Va. (Colonial Williamsburg Foundation via AP)]
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            This rendering provided by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation in June 2025, shows an artist's rendition of the original 1805 First Baptist Church of Williamsburg in Williamsburg, Va. (Colonial Williamsburg Foundation via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A hand-forged hasp and wooden dowel guard the entrance to the burial ground at the First Baptist Church of Williamsburg in Williamsburg, Va., on May 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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            A hand-forged hasp and wooden dowel guard the entrance to the burial ground at the First Baptist Church of Williamsburg in Williamsburg, Va., on May 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A casket-shaped stone marks an infant's grave at the original site of the First Baptist Church of Williamsburg in Williamsburg, Va., on May 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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            A casket-shaped stone marks an infant's grave at the original site of the First Baptist Church of Williamsburg in Williamsburg, Va., on May 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation shows the rebuilt First Baptist Church of Williamsburg, taken in the 1930s, in Williamsburg, Va. (Colonial Williamsburg Foundation via AP)]
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            This photo provided by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation shows the rebuilt First Baptist Church of Williamsburg, taken in the 1930s, in Williamsburg, Va. (Colonial Williamsburg Foundation via AP)
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                                        WILLIAMSBURG, Va. (AP) -- The rebuilding of one of the nation's oldest Black churches, whose congregants first gathered outdoors in secret before constructing a wooden meetinghouse in Virginia, started Thursday with a ceremonial groundbreaking.
The First Baptist Church of Williamsburg officially established itself in 1776, although parishioners met before then in fields and under trees in defiance of laws that prevented African Americans from congregating. Free and enslaved members erected the original church house around 1805, laying the foundation with recycled bricks. 
Reconstructing the 16-foot by 32-foot (5-meter by 10-meter) building will help demonstrate that "Black history is American history," First Baptist Pastor Reginald F. Davis told The Associated Press before the Juneteenth groundbreaking.
"Oral history is one thing but to have an image to go along with the oral history makes a greater impact on the psyche of oppressed people," said Davis, who leads the current 215-member congregation in a 20th Century church that is less than a mile from the original site. "Black Americans have been part of this nation's history before and since the Declaration of Independence."

    
The original building was destroyed by a tornado in 1834. First Baptist's second structure, built in 1856, stood there for a century. But the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, a living history museum, bought the property in 1956 and turned the space into a parking lot.



    
        




    




Colonial Williamsburg had covered the costs of building First Baptist's current church house. But for decades it failed to tell the church's pioneering history and the stories of other colonial Black Americans. 

    
    
    
In recent years, the museum has placed a growing emphasis on telling a more complete story about the nation's founding. Colonial Williamsburg's rebuilding of the church is an opportunity to tell Black history and resurrect the stories of those who originally built it.

    
"Today is more than a groundbreaking. This is a homecoming," The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation Chief of Staff Dana Tomlin said Thursday. "In lifting up this space again, we're not just reconstructing a building. We're restoring a dignity to a community's voice, honoring a legacy that has long deserved recognition."
Telling Virginia's untold story
Rebuilding First Baptist's original meetinghouse will fill an important historical gap, while bolstering the museum's depiction of Virginia's 18th century capital through interpreters and restored buildings. More than half of the 2,000 people who lived in Williamsburg at the time were Black, many of them enslaved.
Rev. James Ingram is an interpreter who has for 27 years portrayed Gowan Pamphlet, First Baptists' pastor when the original church structure was built. Pamphlet was an enslaved tavern worker who followed his calling to preach, sermonizing equality, despite the laws that prohibited large gatherings of African Americans out of fear of slave uprisings. 
"He is a precursor to someone like Frederick Douglass, who would be the precursor to someone like Martin Luther King Jr.," Ingram said. "Gowan Pamphlet was leading the charge." 

    
The museum's archaeologists uncovered the original church's foundation in 2021, prompting Pastor Davis to say then that it was "a rediscovery of the humanity of a people."
"This helps to erase the historical and social amnesia that has afflicted this country for so many years," he said.
The archaeologists also located 62 graves, while experts examined three sets of remains and linked them to the congregation. 
Scientists at William & Mary's Institute for Historical Biology said the teeth of a Black male in his teens indicated some kind of stress, such as malnutrition or disease. 
"It either represents the conditions of an enslaved childhood or far less likely -- but possibly -- conditions for a free African American in childhood," Michael Blakey, the institute's director, said in 2023. 

    
'It was a marvel' 
In the early 1800s, the congregation acquired the property for the original church from a local white merchant. The land was low, soft and often soggy -- hardly ideal for building, said Jack Gary, Colonial Williamsburg's executive director of archaeology. 
But the church's congregants, many of whom were skilled tradespeople, made it work by flipping bricks on their side and making other adjustments to lay a level foundation. 
"It was a marvel that they were able to build a structure there, but also that the structure persists and even grows bigger," Gary said, adding that the church was later expanded. 
Based on their excavation, archaeologists surmise there was no heat source, such as a fireplace, no glass in the windows and no plaster finish, Gary said. 
About 50 people could have sat comfortably inside, possibly 100 if they were standing. The congregation numbered about 500, which included people on surrounding plantations. Services likely occurred outside the church as well. 

    
White planters and business owners were often aware of the large gatherings, which technically were banned, while there's documentary evidence of some people getting caught, Gary said. 
Following Nat Turner's rebellion in 1831, which killed more than 50 white people in Virginia's Southampton County, the congregation was led by white pastors, though it was Black preachers doing the work, Gary said. The tornado destroyed the structure a few years later. 
Boards are being cut
The museum is rebuilding the 1805 meetinghouse at its original site and will use common wood species from the time: pine, poplar and oak, said Matthew Webster, the museum's executive director of architectural preservation and research. The boards are already being cut. Construction is expected to finish next year. 
The windows will have shutters but no glass, Webster said, while a concrete beam will support the new church directly over its original foundation, preserving the bricks.
"When we build the earliest part of the church, we will put bricks on their sides and will lay them in that strange way because that tells the story of those individuals struggling to quickly get their church up," Webster said. "And then when we build the addition, it will be this formal foundation that really shows the establishment of the church."
The rebuilt church will stir the memories of those who built it with little more than faith, said the Rev. Carlon Lassiter, pastor at Saint John Baptist Church and a descendent of First Baptist Church members.
"This is not simply a glance backward, but a reaching to carry forward the gifts our ancestors left buried in the soil and spirit of this very place," Lassiter said.
Janice Canaday, who traces her lineage to First Baptist, said Williamsburg's Black community never forgot its original location or that its graves were paved over in the 1950s. 

"They will never be able to expunge us from the landscape," said Canaday, who is also the museum's African American community engagement manager. "It doesn't matter if you take out the building. It doesn't matter if you ban books. You will never be able to pull that root up because that root is so deep."
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                    World News

    Israel amenaza al lider de Iran despues de que misiles danaran un hospital e hirieran a mas de 200




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Pacientes descansan al aire libre tras el impacto de un misil lanzado desde iran en el complejo hospitalario de Soroka en Beersheba, Israel, el jueves 19 de junio de 2025. (AP Foto/Leo Correa)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Pacientes descansan al aire libre tras el impacto de un misil lanzado desde iran en el complejo hospitalario de Soroka en Beersheba, Israel, el jueves 19 de junio de 2025. (AP Foto/Leo Correa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Una mujer es evacuada del lugar donde impacto un misil irani en Ramat Gan, Israel, el jueves 19 de junio de 2025. (AP Foto/Oded Balilty)]
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            Una mujer es evacuada del lugar donde impacto un misil irani en Ramat Gan, Israel, el jueves 19 de junio de 2025. (AP Foto/Oded Balilty)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: El sistema israeli de defensa antiaerea lanza proyectiles para interceptar misiles durante un ataque irani sobre Tel Aviv, el jueves 19 de junio de 2025. (AP Foto/Leo Correa)]
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            El sistema israeli de defensa antiaerea lanza proyectiles para interceptar misiles durante un ataque irani sobre Tel Aviv, el jueves 19 de junio de 2025. (AP Foto/Leo Correa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Un manifestante sostiene un retrato del lider supremo de Iran, el ayatola Ali Jamenei, durante una protesta contra ataques israelies contra multiples ciudades en Iran, en un puente que lleva a la fortificada Zona Verde donde se encuentra la embajada estadounidense en Bagdad, Irak, el miercoles 18 de junio de 2025. (AP Foto/Hadi Mizban)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Un manifestante sostiene un retrato del lider supremo de Iran, el ayatola Ali Jamenei, durante una protesta contra ataques israelies contra multiples ciudades en Iran, en un puente que lleva a la fortificada Zona Verde donde se encuentra la embajada estadounidense en Bagdad, Irak, el miercoles 18 de junio de 2025. (AP Foto/Hadi Mizban)
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- El ministro de Defensa israeli amenazo abiertamente al lider supremo de Iran el jueves despues de que el mas reciente bombardeo de misiles de Iran danara el principal hospital en el sur de Israel y alcanzara otros edificios residenciales cerca de Tel Aviv. Israel, por su parte, ataco un reactor de agua pesada que forma parte del programa nuclear de Iran.
Al menos 240 personas resultaron heridas en los ataques con misiles iranies, cuatro de ellas de gravedad, segun el Ministerio de Salud israeli. La gran mayoria sufrio heridas leves, incluidas mas de 70 personas del Centro Medico Soroka en la ciudad surena de Beersheba, donde una humareda se elevaba mientras los equipos de emergencia evacuaban a los pacientes.
Tras los ataques, el ministro de Defensa israeli, Israel Katz, culpo al lider supremo de Iran, el ayatola Ali Jamenei, y dijo que el ejercito "ha recibido ordenes y sabe que, para lograr todos sus objetivos, este hombre absolutamente no debe continuar existiendo".

    
Autoridades estadounidenses dijeron esta semana que el presidente, Donald Trump, habia vetado un plan israeli para abatir a Jamenei. Trump dijo mas tarde que no habia planes para matarlo "al menos por ahora".



    
        




    




Israel bombardeo el reactor de agua pesada de Arak de Iran, en un nuevo ataque al extenso programa nuclear del pais. El conflicto comenzo el viernes pasado con una oleada sorpresa de ataques aereos israelies contra sitios militares, altos oficiales y cientificos nucleares.

    
    
    
Un grupo de derechos humanos irani con sede en Washington dijo que al menos 639 personas, incluidos 263 civiles, han sido asesinadas en Iran y mas de 1.300 han resultado heridas. En represalia, Iran ha lanzado mas de 400 misiles y cientos de drones, matando al menos a 24 personas en Israel e hiriendo a cientos mas.
Mientras tanto, un funcionario militar israeli dijo que Iran utilizo un misil con multiples ojivas en un ataque el jueves, lo que representa un nuevo desafio para sus defensas.

    
El funcionario hablo bajo condicion de anonimato, de acuerdo con las regulaciones militares.
No pudo realizarse un analisis independiente inmediato. Sin embargo, Iran dio indicios en el pasado de que estaba desarrollando tal armamento.
Los misiles con multiples ojivas pueden representar un mayor desafio para los sistemas de defensa aerea, como el Domo de Hierro de Israel, pues, en lugar de tener que rastrear una sola ojiva, deben rastrearse varias de ellas.
Un misil alcanza el principal hospital en el sur de Israel
Dos medicos dijeron a The Associated Press que el misil impacto casi inmediatamente despues de que sonaran las sirenas antiaereas, causando una fuerte explosion que se pudo escuchar desde una sala segura. Los facultativos hablaron bajo condicion de anonimato porque no estaban autorizados a informar a los medios.
El hospital dijo que el impacto principal se produjo en un antiguo edificio de cirugia que habia sido evacuado en los ultimos dias. Despues del ataque, el centro medico fue cerrado a todos los pacientes, excepto para casos que ponen en riesgo la vida, dijo. Soroka cuenta con mas de 1.000 camas y presta servicios a aproximadamente un millon de residentes del sur de Israel.

    
No hubo heridos graves en el ataque al hospital.
El primer ministro israeli, Benjamin Netanyahu, condeno el ataque al hospital y prometio una respuesta. "Cobraremos el precio completo a los tiranos en Teheran", afirmo.
Iran ha lanzado cientos de misiles y drones contra Israel, aunque la mayoria han sido derribados por las defensas antiaereas de multiples niveles de Israel, que detectan el fuego entrante y derriban misiles que se dirigen hacia centros de poblacion e infraestructura critica. Los funcionarios israelies reconocen que no es perfecto.
Muchos hospitales israelies activaron planes de emergencia la semana pasada, convirtiendo estacionamientos subterraneos en plantas de hospital y trasladando pacientes bajo tierra, especialmente aquellos conectados a respiradores o que son dificiles de mover rapidamente.

    
Israel tambien cuenta con un banco de sangre fortificado y subterraneo que se activo despues del ataque de Hamas del 7 de octubre de 2023, que desencadeno la guerra en curso en la Franja de Gaza.
"No hay peligro de radiacion" tras el ataque al reactor
El Ejercito israeli dijo que sus aviones de combate atacaron la instalacion de Arak y el sello del nucleo del reactor para evitar que se utilice para producir plutonio.
"El ataque tuvo como objetivo el componente destinado a la produccion de plutonio, para evitar que el reactor sea restaurado y utilizado para el desarrollo de armas nucleares", dijo el Ejercito. Israel afirmo por separado haber atacado otro sitio cerca de Natanz que describio como relacionado con el programa nuclear de Iran.
La television estatal irani dijo que "no hay peligro de radiacion en absoluto" tras el ataque al recinto de Arak. Un reportero de la television estatal irani, en vivo desde la cercana ciudad de Khondab, dijo que la instalacion habia sido evacuada y que no hubo danos en las areas civiles alrededor del reactor.

    
Israel habia advertido el jueves por la manana que atacaria la instalacion e insto al publico a abandonar la zona.
Iran rechaza las llamadas a rendirse o abandonar su programa nuclear
Iran ha mantenido durante mucho tiempo que su programa tiene fines pacificos. Sin embargo, tambien enriquece uranio hasta un 60%, a un breve paso de los niveles de grado armamentistico del 90%. Es el unico estado no nuclear que enriquece a ese nivel.
Israel es el unico estado con armas nucleares en Oriente Medio, aunque no reconoce tenerlas.
Los ataques se produjeron un dia despues de que el lider supremo de Iran rechazara los llamados de Estados Unidos a rendirse y advirtiera que cualquier participacion militar de los estadounidenses causaria "danos irreparables para ellos". Israel tambien levanto algunas restricciones sobre la vida diaria el miercoles, sugiriendo que la amenaza de misiles de Iran en su territorio estaba disminuyendo.
Hasta ahora, la campana de Israel ha tenido como objetivo el sitio de enriquecimiento de Iran en Natanz, talleres de centrifugadoras alrededor de Teheran y un sitio nuclear en Isfahan. Sus ataques tambien se han cobrado la vida de altos generales y cientificos nucleares.
El ministro irani de Exteriores, Abbas Araghchi, dijo que viajaria a Ginebra para reunirse con sus homologos europeos el viernes, un indicio de que podria estar tomando forma una nueva iniciativa diplomatica. La agencia de noticias estatal IRNA de Iran dijo que en la reunion participarian los ministros de Exteriores de Reino Unido, Francia y Alemania, y la principal diplomatica de la Union Europea.
Trump ha dicho que quiere algo "mucho mas grande" que un alto el fuego y no ha descartado que Estados Unidos se una a la campana de Israel. Iran ha advertido de graves consecuencias si Estados Unidos profundiza su participacion, sin dar mas detalles.
Rediseno en Arak para abordar preocupaciones nucleares
El reactor de agua pesada de Arak esta a 250 kilometros (155 millas) al suroeste de Teheran.
El agua pesada ayuda a enfriar los reactores nucleares, pero produce plutonio como subproducto que puede ser utilizado en armas nucleares. Eso proporcionaria a Iran otro camino hacia la bomba mas alla del uranio enriquecido, si decidiera desarrollar el arma.
Iran habia acordado redisenar la instalacion para aliviar las preocupaciones de proliferacion bajo su acuerdo nuclear de 2015 con las potencias mundiales.
El reactor se convirtio en una fuente de discrepancias despues de que Trump se retirara del acuerdo nuclear en 2018. Ali Akbar Salehi, un alto funcionario nuclear de Iran, dijo en 2019 que Teheran compro piezas adicionales para reemplazar una parte del reactor en la que habia vertido concreto para inutilizarla segun los terminos del acuerdo.
En comentarios sobre su ataque, Israel senalo que seguia preocupado de que la instalacion pudiera utilizarse de nuevo para producir plutonio algun dia.
"El ataque tuvo como objetivo el componente destinado a la produccion de plutonio, para evitar que el reactor sea restaurado y utilizado para el desarrollo de armas nucleares", dijo el Ejercito israeli en un comunicado.
El Organismo Internacional de Energia Atomica, el organismo de control nuclear de Naciones Unidas, ha instado a Israel a no atacar las instalaciones nucleares iranies. Segun reportes, los inspectores del OIEA visitaron Arak por ultima vez el 14 de mayo.
Debido a las restricciones que Iran impuso a los inspectores, el OIEA ha dicho que perdio la "continuidad del conocimiento" sobre la produccion de agua pesada de Iran, lo que significa que no pudo verificar absolutamente la produccion y el stock de Teheran.
___

Melzer informo desde Tel Aviv, Israel, y Gambrell desde Dubai, Emiratos Arabes Unidos. La periodista de Associated Press Melanie Lidman en Tel Aviv contribuyo a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Servicios en persa de Voice of America y Radio Farda cubren conflicto Israel-Iran pese a recortes




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: La sede de Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty en Praga el 15 de enero del 2010. (Michal Kamaryt/CTK via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    La sede de Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty en Praga el 15 de enero del 2010. (Michal Kamaryt/CTK via AP)
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                                        En los primeros dias del ataque de Israel a Iran, Radio Farda, operada por Estados Unidos y que transmite en idioma persa en Iran, desmintio un informe de los medios estatales que afirmaba que un piloto israeli habia sido derribado y capturado.
Su periodismo ha continuado a pesar de la amenaza de la administracion Trump a su futuro, junto con un canal de television en idioma persa dirigido por Voice of America.
Radio Farda, una rama de Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty con sede en Praga, ha continuado transmitiendo a pesar de que su editora en jefe estimo que mas de la mitad de su personal habia sido suspendido. El personal persa de VOA, que fue ordenado a tomar licencia administrativa en marzo, fue repentinamente llamado a regresar al trabajo el viernes por la tarde.
"Hemos estado proporcionando informacion a los iranies minuto a minuto sobre el conflicto", declaro Golnaz Esfandiani, editora en jefe de Radio Farda. Eso incluye historias explicativas sobre el programa nuclear de Iran y videos cortos publicados en redes sociales, dijo.

    
Varios iranies han contactado a la red para expresar su agradecimiento por los reportajes que no obtienen en los medios estatales iranies, comento. El trafico a su sitio web aumento un 77% el viernes en comparacion con el promedio de 30 dias. Al mismo tiempo, las familias en Iran de cinco miembros del personal de Radio Farda han sido presionadas por personas en el gobierno que quieren que las transmisiones se detengan, asevero.



    
        




    




A traves de la Agencia de Estados Unidos para los Medios Globales, la administracion Trump ha buscado desmantelar o reducir drasticamente los medios financiados por el gobierno que proporcionan reportajes a paises donde no existe una tradicion de prensa libre. La administracion dice que estos servicios operan con un sesgo liberal.

    
    
    
Tanto Voice of America como Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty estan luchando contra los esfuerzos en los tribunales.

    
Los empleados del servicio persa de Voice of America fueron notificados en un correo electronico el viernes por Crystal Thomas, directora de recursos humanos de USAGM, de que estaban siendo llamados de regreso y necesitaban presentarse a trabajar de inmediato.
Kari Lake, quien dirige USAGM, dijo a Fox News que "estamos intensificando --como siempre planeamos hacer-- para enfrentar este momento historico".
Una persona que recibio ese correo electronico estaba en la oficina en tres horas y trabajo hasta la medianoche, ayudando a emitir una transmision de una hora, indico el empleado, quien hablo bajo condicion de anonimato porque no estaba autorizado a hablar con la prensa. Aproximadamente 50 personas han regresado al trabajo. Voice of America esta prohibida en Iran, pero muchos de sus ciudadanos encuentran formas a traves de internet para eludir la prohibicion.
Las transmisiones de Voice of America --y las publicaciones en redes sociales-- ahora son dificiles de producir porque la administracion ha cancelado suscripciones a servicios de noticias como The Associated Press, Reuters y Agence France-Presse, dijo un segundo empleado, quien tambien hablo bajo condicion de anonimato.

    
Para los empleados, es un momento estresante, emitiendo reportajes urgentes sin ninguna certeza de si continuaran teniendo trabajo o por cuanto tiempo.
"Estoy agradecida de que hayan traido de vuelta nuestro servicio persa para continuar su papel como una voz confiable cubriendo la region para el pueblo irani", sostuvo Patsy Widakuswara, corresponsal de la Casa Blanca de VOA, quien es demandante en la lucha judicial para mantener viva la agencia.
"?Pero por que destruir un sistema que funciona solo para volver a armarlo cuando te das cuenta de que lo necesitas?" pregunto Widakuswara. "?Y cuantas crisis se necesitaran para que se den cuenta de que todos los servicios de idiomas de VOA son importantes --antes, despues y durante acontecimientos importantes?"
Durante los reportajes en video publicados en linea esta semana, un presentador de Voice of America explico donde estaban alcanzando los contraataques iranies en Israel, y como los iranies estaban tratando de enviar informacion sobre lo que esta sucediendo a traves de las redes sociales.

    
El peligro para un servicio como VOA, habiendo estado fuera del aire y de las redes sociales por mas de dos meses, es que los ciudadanos iranies se acostumbren a buscar noticias en otros lugares, explico Tom Kent, consultor de medios y ex presidente de Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.
"Esperarias que la gente aprendiera de esto que la radiodifusion internacional no puede encenderse y apagarse como una bombilla", afirmo Kent, tambien ex editor de AP.
A pesar de un ataque aereo israeli en su sede el lunes mientras la Red de Noticias de la Republica de Iran transmitia en vivo, el servicio de noticias estatal sigue operando.
Radio Farda ha permanecido en el aire a pesar de los recortes. Tambien continua teniendo acceso a servicios de noticias como AP, pero esos contratos expiraran a fin de mes, expreso Esfandiani. Tres personas han sido reincorporadas de la suspension para ayudar a cubrir la guerra, dijo.

    
Agrego que espera que el conflicto permita reconocer el valor del servicio a quienes cuestionan su existencia.
"Es una guerra de informacion, absolutamente", dijo Esfandiani. "Estos paises --Iran, Rusia y China-- estarian muy felices si desaparecieramos".
Uno de los empleados de VOA llamado de regreso al trabajo expreso que no les han dicho cuanto tiempo sera. A pesar de la evidencia esta semana de que alguien en la administracion vio valor en lo que hacen, ?podrian aun perder su trabajo eventualmente?
"No quiero pensar en eso", dijo la persona.
___

Jon Gambrell y Kamran Jebrelli de The Associated Press contribuyeron a este informe. David Bauder escribe sobre la interseccion de los medios y el entretenimiento para AP. Siguelo en http://x.com/dbauder y https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
___________________________________ 
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Cientificos israelies conmocionados tras ataque irani a destacado instituto de investigacion




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Parte del Instituto Cientifico Weizmann danado por un ataque irani en Rehovot, Israel, el 19 de junio del 2025. (AP foto/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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                                        REHOVOT, Israel (AP) -- Durante anos, Israel ha apuntado a cientificos nucleares iranies, con la esperanza de frenar el progreso del programa nuclear de Iran atacando a las mentes detras de el.
Ahora, con Iran e Israel en un conflicto directo e indefinido, los cientificos en Israel se han encontrado en la mira despues de que un misil irani impactara en un instituto de investigacion de primer nivel conocido por su trabajo en ciencias biologicas y fisicas, entre otros campos.
Aunque nadie murio en el ataque al Instituto Weizmann de Ciencias el domingo temprano, causo graves danos a multiples laboratorios en el campus, apagando anos de investigacion cientifica y enviando un mensaje escalofriante a los cientificos israelies de que ellos y su experiencia son ahora objetivos.
"Es una victoria moral" para Iran, declaro Oren Schuldiner, profesor en el departamento de biologia celular molecular y el departamento de neurociencia molecular, cuyo laboratorio fue destruido en el ataque. "Lograron danar la joya de la corona de la ciencia en Israel".

    
    
    
Los cientificos iranies fueron atacados en la guerra encubierta
Durante la guerra encubierta entre Israel e Iran que precedio al conflicto actual, Israel apunto repetidamente a cientificos nucleares iranies con el objetivo de retrasar el programa nuclear de Iran.
Israel continuo con esa tactica con su golpe inicial contra Iran hace dias, matando a multiples cientificos nucleares, junto con altos generales, asi como atacando instalaciones nucleares e infraestructura de misiles balisticos.
Por su parte, Iran ha sido acusado de apuntar al menos a un cientifico del Weizmann antes. El ano pasado, las autoridades israelies dijeron que desmantelaron una red de espionaje irani que ideo un complot para seguir y asesinar a un cientifico nuclear israeli que trabajaba y vivia en el instituto.
Citando una acusacion, los medios israelies reportaron que los sospechosos, palestinos de Jerusalen Este, reunieron informacion sobre el cientifico y fotografiaron el exterior del Instituto Weizmann, pero fueron arrestados antes de que pudieran proceder.

    
Debido a que la inteligencia irani ha sido menos exitosa que la israeli, esos complots no se han llevado a cabo, haciendo que el ataque de esta semana al Weizmann sea aun mas impactante.
"El Instituto Weizmann ha estado en la mira de Iran", indico Yoel Guzansky, experto en Iran e investigador senior en el Instituto de Estudios de Seguridad Nacional, un grupo de expertos en Tel Aviv. Subrayo que no sabia con certeza si Iran tenia la intencion de atacar el instituto, pero creia que si.
Aunque es un instituto de investigacion multidisciplinario, Weizmann, al igual que otras universidades israelies, tiene vinculos con el establecimiento de defensa de Israel, incluidas colaboraciones con lideres de la industria como Elbit Systems, razon por la cual pudo haber sido atacado.
Pero Guzansky senalo que el instituto simboliza principalmente "el progreso cientifico israeli" y el ataque contra el muestra el pensamiento de Iran: "Ustedes atacan a nuestros cientificos, nosotros atacamos a los suyos".

    
Danos al instituto y laboratorios 'literalmente diezmados'
Weizmann, fundado en 1934 y mas tarde renombrado en honor al primer presidente de Israel, se encuentra entre los principales institutos de investigacion del mundo. Sus cientificos e investigadores publican cientos de estudios cada ano. Un laureado con el Premio Nobel de Quimica y tres laureados con el Premio Turing han estado asociados con el instituto, que construyo la primera computadora en Israel en 1954.
Dos edificios fueron impactados en el ataque, incluyendo uno que albergaba laboratorios de ciencias de la vida y un segundo que estaba vacio y en construccion, pero destinado al estudio de la quimica, segun el instituto. Docenas de otros edificios resultaron danados.
El campus ha estado cerrado desde el ataque, aunque los medios pudieron visitarlo el jueves. Grandes montones de rocas, metal retorcido y otros escombros estaban esparcidos por el campus. Habia ventanas rotas, paneles de techo colapsados y paredes chamuscadas.
Una foto compartida en X por un profesor mostro llamas elevandose cerca de una estructura gravemente danada con escombros esparcidos en el suelo cercano.
"Varios edificios fueron golpeados bastante fuerte, lo que significa que algunos laboratorios fueron literalmente diezmados, realmente no quedo nada", sostuvo Sarel Fleishman, profesor de bioquimica que dijo haber visitado el sitio desde el ataque.

    
El trabajo de vida de muchos investigadores se ha perdido
Muchos de esos laboratorios se centran en las ciencias de la vida, cuyos proyectos son especialmente sensibles al dano fisico, expreso Fleishman. Los laboratorios estaban estudiando areas como la generacion de tejidos, la biologia del desarrollo o el cancer, con gran parte de su trabajo ahora detenido o gravemente retrasado por el dano.
"Este era el trabajo de vida de muchas personas", dijo, senalando que se destruyeron anos o incluso decadas de investigacion.
Para Schuldiner, el dano significa que el laboratorio en el que ha trabajado durante 16 anos "desaparecio completamente. No hay rastro. No hay nada que salvar."
En ese laboratorio, mantenia miles de moscas geneticamente modificadas utilizadas para la investigacion sobre el desarrollo del sistema nervioso humano, lo que ayudo a proporcionar informacion sobre el autismo y la esquizofrenia, dijo.
El laboratorio albergaba equipos como microscopios sofisticados. Investigadores de Israel y del extranjero unieron esfuerzos en el estudio.

"Todos nuestros estudios se han detenido", declaro, estimando que tomaria anos reconstruir y volver a encaminar el trabajo cientifico. "Es un dano muy significativo para la ciencia que podemos crear y para la contribucion que podemos hacer al mundo".
___________________________________
Goldenberg reporto desde Tel Aviv, Israel. Esta historia fue presentada al censor militar de Israel, que no hizo cambios.
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Europa e Iran recurriran a la diplomacia mientras EEUU evalua unirse al conflicto con Israel




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: ARCHIVO - El ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Iran, Abbas Araghchi, habla con periodistas el 3 de junio de 2025, en Beirut. (AP Foto/Hassan Ammar, Archivo)]
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                                        VIENA, Austria (AP) -- El ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Iran se reunira el viernes en Ginebra con sus homologos de Alemania, Francia y Reino Unido, informaron medios estatales iranies y diplomaticos europeos, mientras los ataques aereos israelies alcanzan los sitios nucleares y militares de la republica islamica y esta contraataca.
El impulso de Europa por la diplomacia contrasta fuertemente con los mensajes de Washington, ya que el presidente de Estados Unidos, Donald Trump, considera abiertamente bombardear Iran y pedir la rendicion incondicional del liderazgo irani.
El ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Iran, Abbas Araghchi, viajara a Ginebra para asistir a las reuniones del viernes, informo la agencia de noticias estatal IRNA. Diplomaticos europeos, que declararon bajo condicion de anonimato para hablar de las conversaciones confidenciales, confirmaron las reuniones.

    
"Todas las partes deben mostrar moderacion, abstenerse de tomar medidas que conduzcan a una mayor escalada en la region y volver a la diplomacia", se lee en un comunicado conjunto emitido el miercoles por Francia, Alemania, Reino Unido y la UE.



    
        




    




Los tres paises europeos, comunmente conocidos como el E3, desempenaron una funcion importante en las negociaciones sobre el acuerdo nuclear original de 2015 con Iran. Pero han amenazado repetidamente con reinstaurar las sanciones que fueron levantadas segun el acuerdo si Iran no mejora su cooperacion con el organismo de control nuclear de la ONU.

    
    
    
La reunion en Ginebra tambien podria proporcionar a las tres naciones europeas y a la UE una oportunidad unica para acercarse a Iran, en la que sera la primera reunion cara a cara entre autoridades occidentales y Teheran desde el inicio del conflicto hace una semana. Es un momento oportuno para que Europa pruebe las posibilidades de una solucion diplomatica y busque las posiciones de Iran en medio de la creciente retorica entre Estados Unidos e Iran.

    
"La UE seguira contribuyendo a todos los esfuerzos diplomaticos para reducir las tensiones y hallar una solucion duradera al problema nuclear irani, lo cual solo puede lograrse a traves de un acuerdo negociado", dijo Anouar El Anouni, portavoz de la Comision Europea. "Por eso, actualmente se lleva a cabo una intensa actividad de acercamiento en la que participan todas las partes relevantes para preservar el espacio para la diplomacia y crear las condiciones para una solucion negociada al problema nuclear irani".
Alemania dice que Iran debe actuar
El ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Alemania ha subrayado la disposicion de los paises europeos para hablar con Iran sobre una solucion a su programa nuclear, pero dice que debe haber acciones por parte de Teheran.
Johann Wadephul dijo el miercoles que los tres paises europeos "aun estan dispuestos a negociar una solucion".
Pero agrego: "Iran debe actuar con urgencia. Iran debe tomar medidas de confianza que sean verificables, por ejemplo, que los lideres en Teheran hagan creible que no pretende construir un arma nuclear".

    
El canciller de Alemania, Friedrich Merz, tambien hablo del conflicto entre Israel e Iran con el gobernante de Qatar antes de las conversaciones en Ginebra. Un comunicado de la oficina del canciller dijo que el y el jeque emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani acordaron el jueves que el conflicto no debe expandirse a otros paises de la region.
El ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Francia, Jean-Noel Barrot, dijo el jueves que Francia y sus socios europeos estan listos para "reanudar las negociaciones" con Iran. El funcionario no confirmo la reunion en Ginebra.
El mensaje de las autoridades iranies fue "relativamente claro: hay una disposicion para reanudar las conversaciones, incluso con Estados Unidos, siempre que se pueda alcanzar un alto el fuego", dijo Barrot en una conferencia de prensa en Paris.
"Por nuestra parte, existe la disposicion para reanudar las negociaciones, siempre que estas puedan generar pasos sustanciales y duraderos hacia atras por parte de Iran en relacion con su programa nuclear, su programa balistico y sus actividades para desestabilizar la region", dijo Barrot.

    
No habra delegados de Estados Unidos en las conversaciones de Ginebra el viernes
Trump ha emitido advertencias cada vez mas directas sobre la posibilidad de que Estados Unidos se una a Israel en sus ataques contra el programa nuclear de Teheran, aun cuando el lider irani advirtio nuevamente que el pais seria recibido con una fuerte represalia si ataca.
Un funcionario estadounidense dijo el miercoles que no hay planes para la participacion de Estados Unidos en las conversaciones nucleares programadas entre diplomaticos europeos de alto nivel e Iran en Ginebra, aunque eso podria cambiar.
El funcionario, que declaro bajo condicion de anonimato para hablar de comunicaciones diplomaticas privadas, tambien senalo que los europeos han querido desempenar un papel en las negociaciones durante meses, pero han sido contenidos por Estados Unidos.

    
Esa posicion, dijo el funcionario, podria cambiar a medida que las hostilidades se intensifican.
El secretario de Relaciones Exteriores de Reino Unido, David Lammy, volara a Washington el jueves para reunirse con el secretario de Estado de Estados Unidos, Marco Rubio. Es posible que Estados Unidos quiera usar la base Diego Garcia, controlada por Reino Unido, en el Oceano Indico, para un posible ataque contra la instalacion nuclear subterranea de Iran en Fordo, pero no se cree que haya solicitado hacerlo aun.
Se preve que Lammy tambien asista a las conversaciones en Ginebra el viernes. El Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores dijo que el funcionario esta "listo para apoyar las conversaciones e impulsar una solucion diplomatica".
Israel afirma que lanzo su campana de ataques aereos la semana pasada para evitar que Iran se acerque a la capacidad de construir un arma nuclear. Esto ocurrio mientras la Republica Islamica y Estados Unidos negociaban la posibilidad de un nuevo acuerdo diplomatico sobre el programa de Teheran, aunque Trump ha dicho que la campana de Israel se produjo despues de un plazo de 60 dias que establecio para las conversaciones. El lider supremo irani rechazo el miercoles los llamados de Estados Unidos a la rendicion ante mas ataques israelies y advirtio que cualquier participacion militar de los estadounidenses causaria "danos irreparables para ellos".
Iran ha insistido durante mucho tiempo en que su programa nuclear es pacifico, aunque es el unico estado no nuclear que enriquecia uranio hasta un 60%, a un corto paso tecnico de los niveles de grado armamentistico del 90%. La Agencia Internacional de Energia Atomica, el organismo de control nuclear de las Naciones Unidas, todavia realizaba inspecciones, aunque limitadas, en el pais. Las agencias de inteligencia de Estados Unidos tambien han dicho que no creen que Iran este persiguiendo activamente la bomba.
___
McNeil contribuyo desde Barcelona. Los periodistas de The Associated Press Jill Lawless en Londres, Lorne Cooke en Bruselas, Sylvie Corbet en Paris, Matt Lee en Washington y Geir Moulson en Berlin contribuyeron a este despacho.
___

La cobertura de temas de seguridad nuclear de The Associated Press recibe apoyo de la Carnegie Corporation de Nueva York y la Outrider Foundation. La AP es la unica responsable de todo el contenido.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Ataques israelies a sitios nucleares de Iran presentan riesgos limitados de radiacion




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Imagen satelital difundida por Maxar Technologies que muestra la instalacion de enriquecimiento Fordo en Iran el 24 de enero del 2025. (Maxar Technologies via AP)]
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                                        Con Israel intensificando sus ataques al programa nuclear de Iran, y el presidente Donald Trump insinuando que Estados Unidos podria unirse al esfuerzo, esto es lo que sabemos sobre la amenaza de radiacion y otros riesgos para la salud.
No se han detectado niveles elevados de radiacion aun
Iran enriquece uranio en dos sitios clave, Natanz y Fordo.
Los lideres de la Republica Islamica dicen que su programa nuclear tiene el proposito pacifico de aprovechar la energia atomica. Pero el uranio altamente enriquecido, que es radiactivo, se utiliza en la fabricacion de armas atomicas, e Israel esta decidido a evitar que Iran las tenga.
En Natanz, a unos 220 kilometros (135 millas) al sureste de Teheran, el uranio habia sido enriquecido hasta un 60% de pureza, un nivel levemente radiactivo y un paso corto hacia el grado armamentistico, antes de que Israel destruyera la parte sobre el suelo de la instalacion, segun el organismo de control nuclear de la ONU, el Organismo Internacional de Energia Atomica (OIEA).

    
Otra parte de la instalacion de Natanz esta bajo tierra, y es donde se encuentran la mayoria de sus centrifugadoras para protegerlas de ataques aereos. El OIEA dijo el martes que cree que la mayoria, si no todas, de estas centrifugadoras fueron destruidas por un ataque israeli que corto la energia del sitio. Estas centrifugadoras habian estado enriqueciendo hasta un 5% de pureza, segun expertos.



    
        




    




Aunque es probable que haya contaminacion radiologica y quimica dentro de Natanz, los niveles de radiacion fuera del complejo permanecen normales, declaro Rafael Grossi, jefe de la OIEA, durante una sesion urgente de la junta de la agencia el 16 de junio.

    
    
    
El sitio de enriquecimiento nuclear de Fordo esta enterrado profundamente bajo una montana, a unos 100 kilometros (60 millas) al suroeste de Teheran, y esta cerca de la ciudad santa chiita de Qom.
Iran produce la mayor parte de su material casi de grado armamentistico alli, y por esa razon se considera un objetivo de alto valor para los israelies. Pero su ubicacion profundamente subterranea lo hace dificil de atacar, por lo que Estados Unidos esta considerando desplegar poderosas bombas "rompe-bunkeres" para destruir Fordo.

    
Aun asi, los expertos opinan que cualquier impacto potencial de radiacion de un ataque en Fordo probablemente seria similar al impacto en Natanz. En resumen, habria algunos peligros quimicos en el sitio, y algo de radiacion, pero en niveles que serian manejables con dispositivos respiratorios y otros equipos de proteccion.
La semana pasada, Israel ataco cuatro edificios en el sitio nuclear de Isfahan, entre ellos una instalacion de conversion de uranio. El OIEA indico que no ha habido senales de aumento de radiacion en Isfahan, que esta aproximadamente a 350 kilometros (215 millas) al sureste de Teheran.

    
El riesgo del uranio es minimo
Incluso si se filtrara radiacion de Natanz o Fordo, dijeron los expertos, la cantidad probablemente no representaria un riesgo para las personas cerca de las instalaciones o en la region mas amplia.
"Se liberara muy poco uranio en este tipo de ataques", senalo David Albright, fisico y experto en armas nucleares que fundo el Instituto para la Ciencia y la Seguridad Internacional, con sede en Washington.
El uranio en si no es especialmente toxico, sostuvo, y es comun en partes del medio ambiente. Una persona cerca de una instalacion de enriquecimiento con una fuga probablemente estaria expuesta a no mas radiacion que alguien que tomara varios vuelos transatlanticos, que reciben una radiacion ligeramente mas alta porque las dosis de radiacion son mayores a grandes altitudes, declaro.
Para enfermarse, alguien tendria que ingerir grandes cantidades de uranio, expreso Albright, senalando que el elemento esta naturalmente en el agua de mar y la corteza terrestre.

    
Un quimico utilizado en el enriquecimiento de uranio podria ser una amenaza
Mas que la radiacion, los expertos coincidieron en que el mayor riesgo de cualquier ataque a sitios de enriquecimiento nuclear podria ser el gas fluor.
El fluor se mezcla con una forma concentrada de uranio para crear hexafluoruro de uranio, que luego se introduce en centrifugadoras. El fluor es extremadamente volatil, se corroe rapidamente y puede quemar la piel. Es especialmente mortal si se inhala.
Una preocupacion mucho mayor para el publico seria si Israel atacara la unica planta de energia nuclear de Iran, afirmo Fabian Hinz del Instituto Internacional de Estudios Estrategicos.
En una planta de energia nuclear, el nucleo del reactor y el combustible nuclear gastado son los componentes mas radiactivos. Parte de el sigue siendo peligroso durante miles de anos.
La planta de energia de Bushehr esta a 750 kilometros (465 millas) al sur de Teheran. Pero "parece muy poco probable que los israelies vayan a atacar" Bushehr, dijo Hinz, porque no se considera parte del programa nuclear irani orientado al desarrollo de armas.
___________________________________
Mroue reporto desde Beirut. Liechtenstein reporto desde Viena.

    
___________________________________

The Associated Press recibe apoyo para sus coberturas de seguridad nuclear de parte de la Carnegie Corporation of New York y la Outrider Foundation. La AP es la unica responsable del contenido. 
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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