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                                The Ministry of Digital Economy and Society has accused Cambodia of possibly harbouring the world's largest cybercrime networks backed by the ruling elite.
Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong said on Thursday the country was being watched as the world's largest hub of transnational cybercrime, with clear indications that the illicit operations are supported by the country's state apparatus and powerful people.

Mr Prasert pointed to reports, including one from the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), that extensively detail the operations of cybercrime groups, online scams, and call centre gangs.

They are said to operate openly across many locations near the Cambodia-Thailand border, with Poipet, opposite Aranyaprathet district in Sa Kaeo province, serving as a major strategic base.

This region, he said, is critical to criminal networks attempting to infiltrate Thai markets.

Mr Prasert said the immediate results of anti-online fraud operations were evident following a temporary closure of border checkpoints on June 7, when the number of online fraud reports dropped from 1,300 to 900 cases within a day.

Though figures fluctuate, the overall trend shows a decrease when stricter border controls are enforced and Thais are restricted from working in Cambodia.

From March 1, 2022, to March 31, 2023, there were 229,000 reported cases of online scams from the country, resulting in financial losses totalling 34 billion baht.

In response, the government launched the Anti-Online Scam Operation Centre (AOC) on Nov 1, 2023.

From March 1, 2024, to March 2025, authorities handled over 1.18 million cases, froze more than 520,000 bank accounts, and prevented financial losses exceeding 19.9 billion baht, equivalent to a 42% reduction in damages.

Meanwhile, from Nov 1, 2023 to May 31, 2025, the AOC hotline (1441) received 1.77 million calls, leading to the suspension of 680,000 fraud-linked accounts. The reported damages during this period totalled 29.7 billion baht.

"The figures clearly show that border closures and cutting electricity and internet access directly reduce the scale of transnational cybercrime and online fraud.

"While such measures may inconvenience the public, they've proven highly effective in preventing significant financial losses," Mr Prasert said.

He added that the government is expediting efforts under the Cybercrime Prevention and Suppression Act.

These include measures to regulate mule accounts, stricter identity verification for telecom senders (sender name registration), suspension of telecom services used in fraud, new ministerial regulations to ensure victims are reimbursed, development of a centralised digital platform to track cybercrime cases, and finalising protocols for cybercrime prevention centres.
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                                The Crime Suppression Division (CSD) has arrested a 70-year-old businessman in Chiang Mai for running an illegal soil excavation operation in a designated green zone, following years of complaints from residents.
Aree Naksuk, 70, was arrested on Thursday at the excavation site in tambon Buak Khang of in San Kamphaeng district.

Authorities seized two backhoes, three dump trucks, a pickup truck, employee records, soil transport documents and closed-circuit television (CCTV) equipment from the premises.

Residents had long accused Mr Aree of excavating soil without the proper permits, in violation of urban planning regulations, which prohibit such activities in protected zones.

The operation, they said, has been the source of frequent disruptions in the area over the past 20 years, causing road damage, landslides and the destruction of underground water systems.

[image: A 70-year-old businessman, (blurred face) is arrested for running an illegal soil excavation operation in a designated green zone  in Chiang Mai's San Kamphaeng district. (Photo supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)]
Aree Naksuk, face blurred, is arrested for running an illegal soil excavation operation in a designated green zone in Chiang Mai's San Kamphaeng district. (Photo supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)



Although Mr Aree had been arrested four times over the years, none of the cases proceeded to court, with the charges resulting only in minor fines.

This leniency fuelled suspicions that Mr Aree was shielded by powerful connections. He allegedly claimed to be a cousin of a former public prosecutor. In 2022, a retired military officer was also said to have entered the local municipal office in uniform to intimidate officials into dropping a case.

During the raid on Thursday, workers used trucks to block access to the site in an apparent attempt to delay authorities, allowing at least five workers to escape. However, officers captured aerial footage of the illegal excavation and obstruction efforts, which will serve as evidence.

Mr Aree now faces multiple charges, including illegal excavation, operating an unlicensed factory, environmental health violations, obstruction of official duties and harbouring undocumented migrant workers.

Two Myanmar nationals were also arrested for illegal entry and working without permits.
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                                MOSCOW - Russia's foreign ministry on Thursday warned the United States not to take military action against Iran, amid speculation over whether Washington will enter the war alongside Israel.
Moscow issued its warning after Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping in a phone call condemned Israeli attacks on Iran and urged a diplomatic solution to the conflict.

Israel launched an unprecedented wave of strikes at Iran last week, to which Tehran responded with missile and drone attacks.

US President Donald Trump announced on Wednesday he was considering whether to join Israel's strikes. "I may do it, I may not do it," he said.

Russian foreign ministry's spokeswoman Maria Zakharova told reporters: "We would like to particularly warn Washington against military intervention in the situation."

Any US military action "would be an extremely dangerous step with truly unpredictable negative consequences", she added.

Earlier on Thursday, following the leaders' call, the Kremlin said Putin and Xi "strongly condemn Israel's actions".

Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov told reporters that Moscow and Beijing believed the end to the hostilities "should be achieved exclusively by political and diplomatic means".

'Mediate your own'

Xi told Putin that a ceasefire was the "top priority" and urged Israel to halt its attacks, Chinese state media reported.

"Promoting a ceasefire and cessation of hostilities is the top priority. Armed force is not the correct way to resolve international disputes," Xi said, according to China's state news agency Xinhua.

"Parties to the conflict, especially Israel, should cease hostilities as soon as possible to prevent a cyclical escalation and resolutely avoid the spillover of the war," he added.

Putin is pitching himself as a mediator between the warring sides.

Russia is close to Iran, having boosted military ties amid its offensive on Ukraine, but also strives for good relations with Israel.

Last week, Putin held phone calls with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, offering himself as a peacemaker.

The Kremlin said that Xi had spoken "in favour of such mediation, since he believes that it could serve to de-escalate the current situation", Ushakov said.

But Western leaders, including US President Donald Trump and France's Emmanuel Macron have pushed back against the idea of Putin trying to mediate the conflict amid his own Ukraine offensive.

"He actually offered to help mediate, I said: 'do me a favour, mediate your own'," Trump told reporters on Wednesday about Putin's efforts.

"Let's mediate Russia first, okay? I said, Vladimir, let's mediate Russia first, you can worry about this later."
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                                Fifty-four people were arrested during a raid on a suspected illegal gambling den inside a warehouse in Bang Yai district, Nonthaburi, seizing over 200,000 baht in cash and various gambling equipment.
In a joint operation, police officers and district officials on Wednesday stormed a one-rai compound in Soi Kaeo In after receiving a tip-off, Nonthaburi Governor Kiattisak Trongsiri said Thursday.

The site was surrounded by a three-metre-high zinc fence and had been converted into a fully air-conditioned casino.

Officers entered by scaling the fence and found dozens of gamblers inside. Foty-six Thai nationals and eight migrants were detained. Officers also recovered 218,340 baht in cash.

Mr Kiattisak said the operation was part of an ongoing crackdown on underground gambling dens, which he said fuel debt and social problems. CCTV footage is being examined to determine how long the den had been operating.

Police said all suspects will face legal action, including possible anti-money laundering charges.
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                                CHON BURI - Seven Cambodian suspects have been arrested in Pattaya in a crackdown on human trafficking and illegal labor, rescuing nine children from alleged exploitation.
The operation began on Monday after police received reports about minors under 15 years old selling goods late at night on Walking Street, Pol Lt Gen Saksira Phueakum, commander of the Tourist Police Bureau, said on Thursday.

Officers detained three suspects and later found four more during a search of a residence in tambon Nong Prue of Bang Lamung district.

The detainees were identified as Ms Ven Nat, 30; Nid Tud, 23; Sona Pon, 49; San Chan Thu, 17; San Sai Thet, 16; Dam, 38; and Kaew, 54.

Authorities rescued six Cambodian children suspected of being trafficking victims and three Thai children believed to be at risk of human rights violations.

Nid Tud faces charges under the Anti-Human Trafficking Act for allegedly procuring minors for harmful work. The other suspects face charges related to illegal employment and unlawful entry.

Pol Lt Gen Saksira emphasised ongoing efforts to combat trafficking and urged the public to report suspicious activity via the 1155 hotline.

On Monday, immigration officers arrested four Cambodian nationals who illegally entered Thailand and were hiding in Sa Kaeo province, and a fifth who had overstayed.


	Read more: Cambodian provinces prepare for return of workers from Thailand
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                                The national army chief has reaffirmed his commitment to democracy and national sovereignty, urging Thais to unite amid talks of a potential military coup.
At the Royal Thai Army headquarters in Bangkok, army spokesman Maj Gen Winthai Suvaree issued a statement on Thursday regarding national security.

He said that the issue has prompted widespread opinions and information circulating online and in the media.

Army chief Gen Pana Klaewplodthuk expressed concern over ongoing developments in Thailand, Maj Gen Winthai added.

Increasingly volatile politics, coupled with recent Thai-Cambodian border tensions, have raised fears of a military takeover. On Thursday, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra apologised for a leaked audio of her conversation with Cambodia's former premier. Speaking via interpreter, she called a regional Thai army commander an "opponent."

Gen Pana urged the public to trust the army, reaffirming its commitment to the nation's democracy with the King as Head of State.

He insisted that the army remains ready to protect the nation's sovereignty within existing mechanisms.

Considering the current geopolitical climate, the key priority is for Thais to stay united in defending the country against malicious elements, he added.

Lt Gen Boonsin Padklang, commander of the 2nd Army Region near the Cambodia border, said his forces are conducting regular patrols with no operational changes, and political matters are the government's responsibility.

Regarding military commitments against staging a coup, Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai assured that forces have guaranteed such a coup will not occur.

On Thursday morning, protesters gathered near Government House, demanding the resignation of Ms Paetongtarn, following her leaked phone call.


	Read more: Opposition calls for House dissolution to head off coup 
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                                The Ministry of Finance has approved three successful applicants to establish the first virtual banks in the country, the Bank of Thailand announced on Thursday.
The new banks will start business operations within one year from the date of approval, the central bank said in a statement on Thursday. Virtual banks are banks that operate only online, with no physical branches.

According to the statement, the first winner is ACM Holding Co (TrueMoney), which is backed by the CP Group. The second is Krungthai Bank (KTB), collaborating with Advanced Info Service and PTT Oil and Retail Business Plc (OR).

The third successful applicant is the SCB X consortium, comprising the holding company of Siam Commercial Bank, KakaoBank (South Korea's largest digital bank), and WeBank (a global digital bank known for its advanced technology).

The successful applicants were selected after a rigorous review by the finance ministry and the central bank, from a total of five submissions received between March 20 and Sept 19 last year.

The two unsuccessful applicants are the Shopee consortium, led by Sea Ltd (Shopee's parent company), along with Bangkok Bank, VGI (an advertising and financial services arm of BTS Group), Thailand Post and Saha Group; and the Lighthub Asset consortium, in collaboration with WeLab.

The central bank said Thursday's "landmark decision" is aimed at modernising the financial sector and improving access to digital financial services for underserved groups.

Key areas of consideration included the applicants' qualifications, business plans, and technological capacity to offer digital-first financial services that enhance efficiency, competition and accessibility.

Particular focus was given to the ability of virtual banks to serve unbanked and underbanked segments, including small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), as well as retail customers, said the central bank.

It noted that the move is designed to stimulate healthy competition in the banking sector while maintaining financial system stability.

Transparency and equal treatment of all applicants were prioritised throughout the selection process. The BoT said it conducted a thorough, standardised review and put in place protocols to prevent conflicts of interest among those involved in the decision-making process.

The approved applicants must now form public limited companies and comply with specific conditions set by the Finance Ministry.

They will also be required to undergo a readiness assessment by the BoT before they can apply for a final operating licence.
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                                A family is calling for an investigation after a 60-year-old man died outside a clinic in the Pracha Uthit area of Bangkok, alleging that it refused to treat him, with one staff member saying, "Don't die in the clinic."
The incident occurred on June 18, when the man's son rushed him to the nearest clinic after his chest pain worsened. 

According to the son, the clinic staff told them to go to a hospital instead, with one person saying, "Don't die in the clinic". They administered only an anti-nausea injection before asking the two men to leave. The older man collapsed and died outside the clinic, with his son left to seek emergency help on his own.

The son expressed frustration, stating that if the clinic had made every effort to help his father, even if he had died inside, he would not have been upset. However, he felt the clinic was more concerned about avoiding responsibility than providing care.

He has since filed a complaint with the Medical Council of Thailand, questioning the clinic's ethics and calling for a review of its practices.

In response, the Department of Health Service Support (DHSS) at the Ministry of Public Health dispatched officials to investigate. The clinic was closed when they arrived, but authorities will summon those involved for questioning. 

The investigation will focus on whether the clinic provided adequate emergency care according to professional standards and if it properly referred the patient to a hospital.

If the clinic is found to have violated legal or ethical standards, it could face penalties under the Medical Facility Act, including fines or imprisonment.

Officials stressed that private clinics are legally required to prioritise patient welfare and must not refuse emergency care. Authorities urge anyone who witnesses similar refusals to report them to the DHSS.
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                                Businesses in Phuket say widespread use of cannabis on the southern tourist island -- home to 1,500 weed shops -- has started to have a negative impact on tourism in Thailand.
Local officials met with private sector representatives on Thursday, prompted by public complaints about recreational cannabis use in tourist areas such as Patong, said senator Parinya Wongcherdkwan.

Phuket residents say many tourist families avoid some spots due to cannabis smoke and sales of cannabis-mixed food such as cookies, brownies and jelly, which could be harmful to children if consumed.

Police from the Patong station said that in numerous raids conducted with public health officials, they have found and arrested many shop operators selling the goods without proper permits.

Some permitted shops also face complaints from nearby restaurants, according to Satjapon Thongsom, deputy chairman of the Phuket Chamber of Commerce.

The Phuket Tourist Association said tour agents in many countries have told its members that Thailand is now associated with high use of cannabis, which is not desired by family travellers.

The private sector proposed that authorities improve control of the plant by limiting the number of spots for using cannabis.

According to the provincial public health office, there are 1,495 cannabis shops in Phuket -- 752 in Muang district, 520 in Kathu district and 223 in Thalang district.

Thailand was the first country in Asia to decriminalise cannabis in 2022 but has so far struggled to regulate and contain its use.

Creating a cannabis economy was a flagship policy of Bhumjaithai (BJT) Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul, who issued a ministerial announcement removing cannabis from the narcotics list when he was the public health minister.

However, the absence of a law and clear regulations led to a free-for-all. Three years later, there is still no law and it does not appear to be a high priority given the current political turmoil.

In May, Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin said cannabis users in Thailand would be required to have medical certificates, ensuring its use for medical purposes only, if the ruling Pheu Thai Party's version of the law is passed.


	Commentary: Should non-medical weed be legal?
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                                KHON KAEN - Two activists in this northeastern province have filed a police complaint against Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, accusing her of violating several sections of the Criminal Code, with punishments that could even include the death penalty.
They were responding to the leak of a phone conversation between Ms Paetongtarn and former Cambodian prime minister Hun Sen, in which she makes comments critical of an army commander overseeing border issues.

Ms Paetongtarn has said she was using a negotiating tactic and has apologised, but many hardline opponents of the Shinawatra family and the Pheu Thai Party have come out to condemn her in the strongest possible terms.

The complaint was filed on Thursday at the Muang Khon Kaen police station by anti-corruption campaigners Tul Prasertsilp and Chaichana Tasaniyom. They accused the prime minister of violating Sections 116, 119, 157 and 164 of the Criminal Code.

In the audio clip, the commander of the Second Army Region was described as an "opponent", and there was a negotiation on border checkpoint openings that might damage Thailand, Mr Chaichana said.

"The wrongdoing was the act of a Thai prime minister who did not prioritise the national interest, caused damage to our nation and failed to maintain and demonstrate honesty," he said.

Mr Chaichana demanded Ms Paetongtarn resign or dissolve the House of Representatives and apologise. Otherwise, he said, people would intensify their activities against her government.

The Criminal Code sections the activists cited are:


	Section 116 covers sedition. It targets those who express opinions in public to cause unrest and disaffection among people in a way that may cause a disturbance. Conviction carries a jail term of up to seven years.

	Section 119, covering national security violations, carries life imprisonment or the death penalty for those whose actions cause the kingdom or any part of it to come under the sovereignty of a foreign state.

	Section 157 concerns malfeasance and dereliction of duty by government officials and sets as punishment a jail term of up to 10 years and/or a fine of up to 200,000 baht.

	Section 164 covers officials who abuse their office by revealing classified information of the state. Conviction carries a jail term of up to five years and/or a fine of up to 100,000 baht.


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3053295/activists-say-pm-could-be-guilty-of-death-penalty-offence



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            News
          
        

      

      Top Stories

      
        Cambodia a 'cybercrime centre' now
        The Ministry of Digital Economy and Society has accused Cambodia of possibly harbouring the world's largest cybercrime networks backed by the ruling elite.

      

      
        Russia warns US against 'military intervention' in Iran-Israel war
        MOSCOW - Russia's foreign ministry on Thursday warned the United States not to take military action against Iran, amid speculation over whether Washington will enter the war alongside Israel.

      

      
        Army calls for national unity after coup fears
        The national army chief has reaffirmed his commitment to democracy and national sovereignty, urging Thais to unite amid talks of a potential military coup.

      

      
        Thailand's first three virtual banks approved
        The Ministry of Finance has approved three successful applicants to establish the first virtual banks in the country, the Bank of Thailand announced on Thursday.

      

      
        Cannabis becoming a turn-off for Phuket tourism
        Businesses in Phuket say widespread use of cannabis on the southern tourist island --- home to 1,500 weed shops --- has started to have a negative impact on tourism in Thailand.

      

      
        Activists say PM could be guilty of death-penalty offence
        KHON KAEN - Two activists in this northeastern province have filed a police complaint against Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, accusing her of violating several sections of the Criminal Code, with punishments that could even include the death penalty.

      

      
        Thai PM apologises but coalition on the brink
        The government of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra was hanging by a thread on Thursday following the withdrawal of major coalition partner Bhumjaithai, building pressure on her to resign after just 10 months in power.

      

      
        Aung San Suu Kyi turns 80 in Myanmar junta jail
        YANGON - Myanmar's deposed democratic leader Aung San Suu Kyi marked her 80th birthday in junta detention on Thursday, serving a number of sentences set to last the rest of her life.

      

      
        Border crisis stirs uncertainty for migrants
        Long a backbone of the Thai economy, migrant workers from Cambodia have recently found themselves at the centre of the Thai-Cambodian border conflict.

      

      
        Leasing firms wary of tighter oversight
        Leasing firms have expressed concerns over the Bank of Thailand's move to bring auto leasing and hire-purchase businesses under its supervision, saying tighter rules could push vulnerable borrowers towards informal lending.

      

      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            News
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Cambodia a 'cybercrime centre' now                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Prasert: 'The world is watching']
                                              
                          Prasert: 'The world is watching'                        

                                          

                  

                                The Ministry of Digital Economy and Society has accused Cambodia of possibly harbouring the world's largest cybercrime networks backed by the ruling elite.
Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong said on Thursday the country was being watched as the world's largest hub of transnational cybercrime, with clear indications that the illicit operations are supported by the country's state apparatus and powerful people.

Mr Prasert pointed to reports, including one from the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), that extensively detail the operations of cybercrime groups, online scams, and call centre gangs.

They are said to operate openly across many locations near the Cambodia-Thailand border, with Poipet, opposite Aranyaprathet district in Sa Kaeo province, serving as a major strategic base.

This region, he said, is critical to criminal networks attempting to infiltrate Thai markets.

Mr Prasert said the immediate results of anti-online fraud operations were evident following a temporary closure of border checkpoints on June 7, when the number of online fraud reports dropped from 1,300 to 900 cases within a day.

Though figures fluctuate, the overall trend shows a decrease when stricter border controls are enforced and Thais are restricted from working in Cambodia.

From March 1, 2022, to March 31, 2023, there were 229,000 reported cases of online scams from the country, resulting in financial losses totalling 34 billion baht.

In response, the government launched the Anti-Online Scam Operation Centre (AOC) on Nov 1, 2023.

From March 1, 2024, to March 2025, authorities handled over 1.18 million cases, froze more than 520,000 bank accounts, and prevented financial losses exceeding 19.9 billion baht, equivalent to a 42% reduction in damages.

Meanwhile, from Nov 1, 2023 to May 31, 2025, the AOC hotline (1441) received 1.77 million calls, leading to the suspension of 680,000 fraud-linked accounts. The reported damages during this period totalled 29.7 billion baht.

"The figures clearly show that border closures and cutting electricity and internet access directly reduce the scale of transnational cybercrime and online fraud.

"While such measures may inconvenience the public, they've proven highly effective in preventing significant financial losses," Mr Prasert said.

He added that the government is expediting efforts under the Cybercrime Prevention and Suppression Act.

These include measures to regulate mule accounts, stricter identity verification for telecom senders (sender name registration), suspension of telecom services used in fraud, new ministerial regulations to ensure victims are reimbursed, development of a centralised digital platform to track cybercrime cases, and finalising protocols for cybercrime prevention centres.
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                                MOSCOW - Russia's foreign ministry on Thursday warned the United States not to take military action against Iran, amid speculation over whether Washington will enter the war alongside Israel.
Moscow issued its warning after Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping in a phone call condemned Israeli attacks on Iran and urged a diplomatic solution to the conflict.

Israel launched an unprecedented wave of strikes at Iran last week, to which Tehran responded with missile and drone attacks.

US President Donald Trump announced on Wednesday he was considering whether to join Israel's strikes. "I may do it, I may not do it," he said.

Russian foreign ministry's spokeswoman Maria Zakharova told reporters: "We would like to particularly warn Washington against military intervention in the situation."

Any US military action "would be an extremely dangerous step with truly unpredictable negative consequences", she added.

Earlier on Thursday, following the leaders' call, the Kremlin said Putin and Xi "strongly condemn Israel's actions".

Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov told reporters that Moscow and Beijing believed the end to the hostilities "should be achieved exclusively by political and diplomatic means".

'Mediate your own'

Xi told Putin that a ceasefire was the "top priority" and urged Israel to halt its attacks, Chinese state media reported.

"Promoting a ceasefire and cessation of hostilities is the top priority. Armed force is not the correct way to resolve international disputes," Xi said, according to China's state news agency Xinhua.

"Parties to the conflict, especially Israel, should cease hostilities as soon as possible to prevent a cyclical escalation and resolutely avoid the spillover of the war," he added.

Putin is pitching himself as a mediator between the warring sides.

Russia is close to Iran, having boosted military ties amid its offensive on Ukraine, but also strives for good relations with Israel.

Last week, Putin held phone calls with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, offering himself as a peacemaker.

The Kremlin said that Xi had spoken "in favour of such mediation, since he believes that it could serve to de-escalate the current situation", Ushakov said.

But Western leaders, including US President Donald Trump and France's Emmanuel Macron have pushed back against the idea of Putin trying to mediate the conflict amid his own Ukraine offensive.

"He actually offered to help mediate, I said: 'do me a favour, mediate your own'," Trump told reporters on Wednesday about Putin's efforts.

"Let's mediate Russia first, okay? I said, Vladimir, let's mediate Russia first, you can worry about this later."
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                                The national army chief has reaffirmed his commitment to democracy and national sovereignty, urging Thais to unite amid talks of a potential military coup.
At the Royal Thai Army headquarters in Bangkok, army spokesman Maj Gen Winthai Suvaree issued a statement on Thursday regarding national security.

He said that the issue has prompted widespread opinions and information circulating online and in the media.

Army chief Gen Pana Klaewplodthuk expressed concern over ongoing developments in Thailand, Maj Gen Winthai added.

Increasingly volatile politics, coupled with recent Thai-Cambodian border tensions, have raised fears of a military takeover. On Thursday, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra apologised for a leaked audio of her conversation with Cambodia's former premier. Speaking via interpreter, she called a regional Thai army commander an "opponent."

Gen Pana urged the public to trust the army, reaffirming its commitment to the nation's democracy with the King as Head of State.

He insisted that the army remains ready to protect the nation's sovereignty within existing mechanisms.

Considering the current geopolitical climate, the key priority is for Thais to stay united in defending the country against malicious elements, he added.

Lt Gen Boonsin Padklang, commander of the 2nd Army Region near the Cambodia border, said his forces are conducting regular patrols with no operational changes, and political matters are the government's responsibility.

Regarding military commitments against staging a coup, Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai assured that forces have guaranteed such a coup will not occur.

On Thursday morning, protesters gathered near Government House, demanding the resignation of Ms Paetongtarn, following her leaked phone call.


	Read more: Opposition calls for House dissolution to head off coup 
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                Groups led by SCB X, KTB and CP expected to help modernise Thai finance sector
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                                The Ministry of Finance has approved three successful applicants to establish the first virtual banks in the country, the Bank of Thailand announced on Thursday.
The new banks will start business operations within one year from the date of approval, the central bank said in a statement on Thursday. Virtual banks are banks that operate only online, with no physical branches.

According to the statement, the first winner is ACM Holding Co (TrueMoney), which is backed by the CP Group. The second is Krungthai Bank (KTB), collaborating with Advanced Info Service and PTT Oil and Retail Business Plc (OR).

The third successful applicant is the SCB X consortium, comprising the holding company of Siam Commercial Bank, KakaoBank (South Korea's largest digital bank), and WeBank (a global digital bank known for its advanced technology).

The successful applicants were selected after a rigorous review by the finance ministry and the central bank, from a total of five submissions received between March 20 and Sept 19 last year.

The two unsuccessful applicants are the Shopee consortium, led by Sea Ltd (Shopee's parent company), along with Bangkok Bank, VGI (an advertising and financial services arm of BTS Group), Thailand Post and Saha Group; and the Lighthub Asset consortium, in collaboration with WeLab.

The central bank said Thursday's "landmark decision" is aimed at modernising the financial sector and improving access to digital financial services for underserved groups.

Key areas of consideration included the applicants' qualifications, business plans, and technological capacity to offer digital-first financial services that enhance efficiency, competition and accessibility.

Particular focus was given to the ability of virtual banks to serve unbanked and underbanked segments, including small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), as well as retail customers, said the central bank.

It noted that the move is designed to stimulate healthy competition in the banking sector while maintaining financial system stability.

Transparency and equal treatment of all applicants were prioritised throughout the selection process. The BoT said it conducted a thorough, standardised review and put in place protocols to prevent conflicts of interest among those involved in the decision-making process.

The approved applicants must now form public limited companies and comply with specific conditions set by the Finance Ministry.

They will also be required to undergo a readiness assessment by the BoT before they can apply for a final operating licence.
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                                Businesses in Phuket say widespread use of cannabis on the southern tourist island -- home to 1,500 weed shops -- has started to have a negative impact on tourism in Thailand.
Local officials met with private sector representatives on Thursday, prompted by public complaints about recreational cannabis use in tourist areas such as Patong, said senator Parinya Wongcherdkwan.

Phuket residents say many tourist families avoid some spots due to cannabis smoke and sales of cannabis-mixed food such as cookies, brownies and jelly, which could be harmful to children if consumed.

Police from the Patong station said that in numerous raids conducted with public health officials, they have found and arrested many shop operators selling the goods without proper permits.

Some permitted shops also face complaints from nearby restaurants, according to Satjapon Thongsom, deputy chairman of the Phuket Chamber of Commerce.

The Phuket Tourist Association said tour agents in many countries have told its members that Thailand is now associated with high use of cannabis, which is not desired by family travellers.

The private sector proposed that authorities improve control of the plant by limiting the number of spots for using cannabis.

According to the provincial public health office, there are 1,495 cannabis shops in Phuket -- 752 in Muang district, 520 in Kathu district and 223 in Thalang district.

Thailand was the first country in Asia to decriminalise cannabis in 2022 but has so far struggled to regulate and contain its use.

Creating a cannabis economy was a flagship policy of Bhumjaithai (BJT) Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul, who issued a ministerial announcement removing cannabis from the narcotics list when he was the public health minister.

However, the absence of a law and clear regulations led to a free-for-all. Three years later, there is still no law and it does not appear to be a high priority given the current political turmoil.

In May, Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin said cannabis users in Thailand would be required to have medical certificates, ensuring its use for medical purposes only, if the ruling Pheu Thai Party's version of the law is passed.


	Commentary: Should non-medical weed be legal?
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                                KHON KAEN - Two activists in this northeastern province have filed a police complaint against Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, accusing her of violating several sections of the Criminal Code, with punishments that could even include the death penalty.
They were responding to the leak of a phone conversation between Ms Paetongtarn and former Cambodian prime minister Hun Sen, in which she makes comments critical of an army commander overseeing border issues.

Ms Paetongtarn has said she was using a negotiating tactic and has apologised, but many hardline opponents of the Shinawatra family and the Pheu Thai Party have come out to condemn her in the strongest possible terms.

The complaint was filed on Thursday at the Muang Khon Kaen police station by anti-corruption campaigners Tul Prasertsilp and Chaichana Tasaniyom. They accused the prime minister of violating Sections 116, 119, 157 and 164 of the Criminal Code.

In the audio clip, the commander of the Second Army Region was described as an "opponent", and there was a negotiation on border checkpoint openings that might damage Thailand, Mr Chaichana said.

"The wrongdoing was the act of a Thai prime minister who did not prioritise the national interest, caused damage to our nation and failed to maintain and demonstrate honesty," he said.

Mr Chaichana demanded Ms Paetongtarn resign or dissolve the House of Representatives and apologise. Otherwise, he said, people would intensify their activities against her government.

The Criminal Code sections the activists cited are:


	Section 116 covers sedition. It targets those who express opinions in public to cause unrest and disaffection among people in a way that may cause a disturbance. Conviction carries a jail term of up to seven years.

	Section 119, covering national security violations, carries life imprisonment or the death penalty for those whose actions cause the kingdom or any part of it to come under the sovereignty of a foreign state.

	Section 157 concerns malfeasance and dereliction of duty by government officials and sets as punishment a jail term of up to 10 years and/or a fine of up to 200,000 baht.

	Section 164 covers officials who abuse their office by revealing classified information of the state. Conviction carries a jail term of up to five years and/or a fine of up to 100,000 baht.


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3053295/activists-say-pm-could-be-guilty-of-death-penalty-offence



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Thai PM apologises but coalition on the brink                

                Bhumjaithai exit could set off chain reaction as other parties ponder future
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                                The government of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra was hanging by a thread on Thursday following the withdrawal of major coalition partner Bhumjaithai, building pressure on her to resign after just 10 months in power.
The Bhumjaithai Party withdrew from the coalition late Wednesday, citing damage caused to Thailand's integrity, sovereignty and army after an embarrassing leak of a phone call between the premier and former Cambodian PM Hun Sen.

"I would like to apologise for the leaked audio of my conversation with a Cambodian leader which has caused public resentment," Ms Paetongtarn told reporters at a news conference on Thursday morning, where she was joined by top defence and military officials.

"We don't have time for infighting. We have to protect our sovereignty. The government is ready to support the military in all ways," she said.

The premier has not commented on Bhumjaithai's exit from the coalition led by her Pheu Thai Party. 

In the leaked June 15 call, Ms Paetongtarn is heard pressing Hun Sen for a peaceful resolution to the current border dispute, and urging him not to listen to "the other side" in Thailand, including an outspoken army general who she said "just wants to look cool".

She later told reporters that was a negotiation tactic and she had no issues with the military.

"They're in serious trouble," said Kevin Hewison, emeritus professor of Asian Studies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, referring to Pheu Thai. "The ultra-royalists have been handed this gift by Hun Sen, which makes the prime minister's position really difficult."

Bhumjaithai's exit threatens the government's stability, weakening the fragile coalition formed in 2023 through a deal between royalist conservatives and former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, the de facto leader of Pheu Thai.

Without Bhumjaithai, the coalition holds only a slim majority, potentially complicating the passage of key legislation, including a controversial casino legalisation bill and the next fiscal budget, when the House resumes sitting in early July.

With the exit of Bhumjaithai, the government has 261 MPs, to 234 for the opposition. The loss of another medium-sized party, such as United Thai Nation or the Democrats, would leave Ms Paetongtarn with a minority government, potentially forcing her to resign or call an election.

Both the Democrats and UTN are planning to meet later on Thursday.

If Ms Paetongtarn were to resign, parliament would need to convene to choose a new prime minister to form the next government, from a pool of only five remaining eligible candidates nominated before the 2023 election.

Another option would be to dissolve parliament and call an election, a move that could favour the opposition People's Party, the largest force in parliament and the country's most popular party according to opinion polls. (Story continues below)
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After a stressful morning, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra goes in search of some fresh air at a Sufficiency Economy training course offered by the 904 Volunteer School Training Centre at the 11th Infantry Regiment, Royal Guard, in Bangkok on Thursday afternoon. (Photo: @ingshin X account)



Stocks tumble

The political turmoil will weigh on foreign investors who have dumped a net 78 billion baht ($2.5 billion) worth of Thai stocks this year.

The benchmark Stock Exchange of Thailand index has slumped 23% -- among the worst performers globally -- so far this year, deepened by concerns that US threats of a 36% tariff would further worsen the outlook.

The index closed down 25 points (2.2%) on Thursday at 1,068.73. At this rate, it is headed for its lowest closing since March 2020, analysts noted.

"The index has been under intense pressure due to a cocktail of factors" and "the latest development could worsen the pressure," Nirgunan Tiruchelvam, an analyst at Aletheia Capital, said prior to the market opening. "However, discerning investors should see through the crisis."

Pheu Thai stresses unity 

The Pheu Thai Party has urged Thais to support the government and stay united. "In situations like this, no force is greater than the unity of the Thai people," it said in a statement on Wednesday night. 

Krystal Tan, an economist at ANZ Group Holdings, said the political uncertainty "will further weigh on business investment, and could complicate the implementation of key economic policies at a time when the economic landscape is already very fragile and private sector growth drivers are lacking".

Meanwhile, an anti-government group has begun to rally near Government House on Thursday to pressure Ms Paetongtarn to resign following calls by several opposition political parties to do so.

Pro-royalist activists also plan to file complaints with authorities, including police and the Election Commission, alleging violations of ethical or national security laws.

Thaksin will be seeking to shore up support for his daughter's administration among some of the smaller opposition groups in parliament, said Hewison. 

"Now she looks bad, and she can be made to look bad, and this ultra-nationalist stuff is easy to stir up," he said.
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                Fears grow for health of elected leader overthrown in 2021 coup
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: A protester holds a poster of Aung San Suu Kyi during a candlelight vigil to honour those who died during demonstrations against the military coup in Yangon, on March 13, 2021. (Photo: AFP)]
                                              
                          A protester holds a poster of Aung San Suu Kyi during a candlelight vigil to honour those who died during demonstrations against the military coup in Yangon, on March 13, 2021. (Photo: AFP)                        

                                          

                  

                                YANGON - Myanmar's deposed democratic leader Aung San Suu Kyi marked her 80th birthday in junta detention on Thursday, serving a number of sentences set to last the rest of her life.
Suu Kyi was the figurehead of Myanmar's decade-long democratic thaw, becoming de facto leader as it opened up from military rule.

But as the generals snatched back power in a 2021 coup, she was locked up on charges ranging from corruption to breaching Covid-19 pandemic restrictions and is serving a 27-year sentence.

"It will be hard to be celebrating at the moment," said her 47-year-old son Kim Aris from the UK.

"We've learned to endure when it's been going on so long."

He is running 80 kilometres over the eight days leading up to her birthday, and has collected over 80,000 well-wishing video messages for his mother.

But Suu Kyi will not see them, sequestered in Myanmar's sprawling capital Nay Pyi Taw from where the military directs a civil war against guerilla fighters.

Aris said he has heard from his mother only once via letter two years ago since she was imprisoned.

"We have no idea what condition she's in," he said.

While she remains hugely popular in the majority Buddhist country, her status as a democracy icon abroad collapsed before the military takeover after she defended the generals in their crackdown against the Rohingya Muslim minority.

Hundreds of thousands were sent fleeing to neighbouring Bangladesh under her rule, though some argued she was powerless against the lingering influence of Myanmar's military.

Nonetheless institutions and figures that once showered Suu Kyi with awards rapidly distanced themselves, and her second round of imprisonment has received far less international attention.

Locked away birthday

Suu Kyi, the daughter of Myanmar independence hero Aung San, became a champion of democracy almost by accident.

After spending much of her youth abroad, she returned in 1988 to nurse her sick mother but began leading anti-military protests crushed by a crackdown.

She was locked up for 15 years, most of it in her family's lakeside mansion in Yangon, where she still drew crowds for speeches over the boundary wall.

The military offered freedom if she went into exile but her poised refusal thrust her into the spotlight and won her the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize.

This time, she disappeared from the public eye on the eve of the coup.

Aris said he fears she is suffering from untreated medical problems with her heart, bones and gums.

Myanmar's junta offers only intermittent updates on her status and the conditions of her incarceration.

"She is in good health," junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun told reporters in March, adding that she was provided with routine medical check-ups but was not unwell.

Suu Kyi was freed from her first confinement in 2010 and led her National League for Democracy party to electoral victory in 2015, never formally in charge as army-drafted rules kept her from the presidency.

The military has promised new elections at the end of this year, but they are set to be boycotted by many groups comprised of former followers of Suu Kyi's non-violent vision who have now taken up arms.

If the octogenarian were released, Aris predicts she would likely step back from a "frontline position" in Myanmar politics.
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                Cambodian workers in Thailand are speaking out as tensions between the two countries rise and leaders in Phnom Penh urge them to return
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                                Long a backbone of the Thai economy, migrant workers from Cambodia have recently found themselves at the centre of the Thai-Cambodian border conflict.
In an unprecedented move, Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen this month called on Cambodians working in Thailand to return home, promising job opportunities and access to technical and vocational training, the Khmer Times reported on Monday.

The call came as Cambodia's former prime minister issued a 24-hour ultimatum, demanding Thai authorities fully reopen border checkpoints that were unilaterally restricted earlier in the month due to Thai security concerns.

He warned of full border closures and a ban on all Thai goods. After Thailand refused to comply and the ultimatum expired, Cambodia enforced a ban on all imports of Thai fruit and vegetables via land checkpoints, stranding hundreds of trucks.

The tensions coincided with a "Unity March" in Phnom Penh on Wednesday, where Cambodians gathered in support of their government. During the event, Prime Minister Hun Manet hinted Cambodian workers abroad might soon be asked to return, echoing his father's statement.

"I heard the news. I'm not going back. I work here. I earn my living here," said Peung Tuen, a 35-year-old Cambodian construction worker who has lived in Sa Kaeo for nearly eight years. He said that he and his family have no plans to leave Thailand.

"My kids study here. My life is here."

The Cambodian government's call for its citizens abroad to return follows a dramatic escalation in border tensions, including a brief military standoff at the Chong Bok checkpoint in Ubon Ratchathani province in late May.

While the Cambodian side has hinted at closing border crossings if tensions persist, Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has said Thailand has no intention of deporting Cambodian workers. Migrant labourers working under bilateral agreements would continue to be protected.

'HOME IS HERE'

Classified by the United Nations as a Least Developed Country (LDC), Cambodia struggles with limited infrastructure, rural poverty, and weak labour protections -- factors that have driven many citizens to seek opportunities abroad, particularly in neighbouring Thailand.

The Ministry of Labour says Thailand hosts approximately 500,000 Cambodian migrant workers, with over 400,000 legally registered, including around 184,000 working under a formal Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).

Trade between the two countries -- much of it conducted through border provinces -- totalled over 250 billion baht in 2024. Experts warn prolonged disruptions could cost up to 10 billion baht per month if cross-border commerce is halted.

Cambodian officials have since clarified their messaging was intended to offer citizens options -- not to enforce mandatory repatriation.

Peung, who now lives and works with four of his siblings at a local construction site, said they were aware of the political situation but remained unaffected.

"We came here for work. It's close, and we've built our lives here," he said. "My wife and children are here too. We don't send money home -- our home is here."

UNCERTAINTY AHEAD

As tensions rise along the border, many Cambodian migrant workers in Thailand are facing growing uncertainty about their future.

While there is no formal repatriation order yet, recent statements from Senate President Hun Sen about preparing job placements, restricting imports from Thailand, and other retaliatory measures have raised concerns among those who have established lives in Thailand.

Cambodian workers in Bangkok are unsure whether job opportunities at home could match their current incomes, especially if a large-scale return occurs.

"I'm not sure," said Chea Sokchea, 37. "I think the income is better and I trust my job here. Going back could be unstable, since many people would probably return at the same time."

Having worked in construction in Thailand for nearly a decade, Sokchea fears the instability of a forced return. "I'm more worried about having no other choice but to go back."

Sen, a street food cook who asked not to use her real name, said: "If the border closes, then I would rather go back," she admitted. "But I'm making good money here... I'm scared, really. Someone like me has to take care of others rather than just myself."

For Mok, a 41-year-old laundry worker, stability is everything. She said she would rather remain in Thailand.

"What if I don't make enough to send my son to school?" After more than 10 years of legal employment in Thailand, workers like Mok feel their lives have been built here piece by piece -- with hard work, honesty, and dedication.

"We came here legally and do not want to be left behind."

Overall, workers share the fear that Cambodia's job market may not be prepared to absorb a large, sudden influx of returning labourers.

Meanwhile, many Thai employers continue to rely heavily on Cambodian workers to keep businesses running -- particularly in industries such as construction and food services.

Despite the diplomatic turmoil, border skirmishes, and political instability seen in recent weeks, Sokchea's wish remains simple. "I hope we can stay here as long as we like," he said, "and also go back anytime if we wish to."
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                                Leasing firms have expressed concerns over the Bank of Thailand's move to bring auto leasing and hire-purchase businesses under its supervision, saying tighter rules could push vulnerable borrowers towards informal lending.
The central bank moved to tighten oversight of the non-bank sector by bringing auto leasing and hire-purchase businesses under the Financial Institution Business Act, with an amendment published in the Royal Gazette on June 5. The new law comes into effect on Dec 2 this year.

The landmark move, commonly referred to as the Leasing Royal Decree, aims to ensure fairer practices and stronger consumer protection across the sector. The central bank is set to issue detailed business guidelines covering fee structures, responsible lending, marketing practices, customer service standards, data privacy and complaint handling.

SET-listed Thitikorn (TK), which offers hire-purchase services for cars and motorcycles, warned against regulatory tightening in the past, such as the loan-to-value measures in the housing sector in 2019 and the more recent debt service ratio rules, which both made credit less accessible for prospective low-income borrowers.

If the new regulations are too strict, they could have unintended consequences, said Praphol Phornprapa, deputy managing director of TK.

"The biggest concern is overly rigid rules could drive consumers, especially potential motorcycle buyers with unstable incomes, towards informal lenders," he said.

While other operators shared similar views, some industry leaders welcomed the regulation.

"Stricter regulation will ultimately benefit consumers and create a fairer environment in the leasing and hire-purchase market, especially for cars and motorcycles," said Siwapong Boonsalee, managing director of Saksiam Leasing (SAK).

Saksiam's customer base is largely in the agricultural sector and should continue to see growth aligned with the economy, he said. The company targets 15% loan growth this year, maintaining its loan portfolio at 16.6 billion baht and controlling non-performing loans (NPL) at 2.5% of the portfolio.

KGI Securities (Thailand) analysed the potential impacts of the central bank's regulatory tightening on key non-bank lenders and found Muangthai Capital (MTC) is better positioned than peers due to its more diversified loan book focused on retail borrowers.

In contrast, Srisawad Corporation (SAWAD) faces greater regulatory risk, with 29% of its loan portfolio tied to motorcycle hire-purchase loans, compared with less than 10% for Tidlor Holdings (TIDLOR) and below 5% for MTC.

Despite MTC's strong fundamentals, KGI downgraded its price-to-earnings (PE) ratio from 14 times to 12.5 times, setting a new target price at 37.50 baht, with limited upside.

Meanwhile, the brokerage cut its 2025 and 2026 earnings forecasts for SAWAD by 17% and 13%, respectively, citing weaker market conditions. Second-quarter and full-year earnings for 2025 are expected to fall 15-20%. However, the stock's recent steep decline now presents a trading opportunity, noted KGI.

"The recent sell-off appears overdone. We set a new 2025 target price for SAWAD at 19 baht, down from 24 baht, offering enough upside to justify a buy rating," noted the brokerage.
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                  Thailand's first three virtual banks approved                

                Groups led by SCB X, KTB and CP expected to help modernise Thai finance sector
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                                The Ministry of Finance has approved three successful applicants to establish the first virtual banks in the country, the Bank of Thailand announced on Thursday.
The new banks will start business operations within one year from the date of approval, the central bank said in a statement on Thursday. Virtual banks are banks that operate only online, with no physical branches.

According to the statement, the first winner is ACM Holding Co (TrueMoney), which is backed by the CP Group. The second is Krungthai Bank (KTB), collaborating with Advanced Info Service and PTT Oil and Retail Business Plc (OR).

The third successful applicant is the SCB X consortium, comprising the holding company of Siam Commercial Bank, KakaoBank (South Korea's largest digital bank), and WeBank (a global digital bank known for its advanced technology).

The successful applicants were selected after a rigorous review by the finance ministry and the central bank, from a total of five submissions received between March 20 and Sept 19 last year.

The two unsuccessful applicants are the Shopee consortium, led by Sea Ltd (Shopee's parent company), along with Bangkok Bank, VGI (an advertising and financial services arm of BTS Group), Thailand Post and Saha Group; and the Lighthub Asset consortium, in collaboration with WeLab.

The central bank said Thursday's "landmark decision" is aimed at modernising the financial sector and improving access to digital financial services for underserved groups.

Key areas of consideration included the applicants' qualifications, business plans, and technological capacity to offer digital-first financial services that enhance efficiency, competition and accessibility.

Particular focus was given to the ability of virtual banks to serve unbanked and underbanked segments, including small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), as well as retail customers, said the central bank.

It noted that the move is designed to stimulate healthy competition in the banking sector while maintaining financial system stability.

Transparency and equal treatment of all applicants were prioritised throughout the selection process. The BoT said it conducted a thorough, standardised review and put in place protocols to prevent conflicts of interest among those involved in the decision-making process.

The approved applicants must now form public limited companies and comply with specific conditions set by the Finance Ministry.

They will also be required to undergo a readiness assessment by the BoT before they can apply for a final operating licence.
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                  Thailand Wellness Expo 2025 Promotes Holistic Wellbeing                 

                PMG Corporation announces a national-scale expo to boost Thailand's wellness economy and inspire sustainable self-care. 
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                                Bangkok, 19 June 2025 - PMG Corporation, Thailand's leading organiser of business solutions and events, proudly presents the Thailand Wellness & Healthcare Expo 2025--a one-stop health, beauty, and lifestyle exhibition poised to generate over THB 120 million in economic value. The four-day event will run from 26 to 29 June 2025 at Hall 101, BITEC Bangna, and is expected to energise health-conscious individuals, entrepreneurs, and wellness professionals nationwide. 


Miss Narintip Viriyabanditkul, CEO of PMG Corporation, outlined the company's ambition to position Thailand as a global health and medical hub through a platform that not only showcases industry innovations but also promotes sustainable living. 




"We are honoured to collaborate with key partners from both the public and private sectors--including the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), Department of Business Development (DBD), Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), SME D Bank, EXIM Bank, TCG, and the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC)--to elevate Thailand's wellness industry," said Miss Narintip. "This event is not just about business; it's about sharing solutions that improve lives." 

[image: Thailand Wellness Expo 2025 Promotes Holistic Wellbeing ]




The expo will feature nine themed zones, offering a comprehensive look at modern wellness and healthcare trends, including: 





	Healthcare & Medical Industry Zone: Featuring 170+ exhibitors, this zone will present innovations from leading names such as Quantum Med, SI WA NO's 3D Body Scanner, CH9 Airport Hospital, 120 Wellness Villa Clinic, and Ramathibodi Hospital. 

	Future Food & Food Supplement Zone: Showcasing next-generation nutrition and dietary supplements for today's health-conscious consumer. 

	Skincare Zone: A haven for beauty lovers, highlighting anti-ageing breakthroughs and eco-friendly products like durian-infused skincare from the EEC. 

	Digital Health Zone: Introducing wearable tech, wellness apps, and digital tools designed for smart living. 

	Wellness Zone: Emphasising integrative medicine, spa treatments, Thai traditional healing, wellness tourism, and community homestays in the EEC. 

	Fitness & Lifestyle Zone: Focused on cutting-edge fitness gear, activewear, and personalised training programmes. 

	Specialised Zones: Including Jin Wellbeing County for senior living, a Bank & Investor Zone offering funding support, and a curated Food Zone serving health-focused cuisine. 






[image: Thailand Wellness Expo 2025 Promotes Holistic Wellbeing ]

More Than Just an Exhibition 




The event will also include expert talks, wellness panels, and business matching sessions with global partners from China, India, Japan, and beyond. Leading doctors, researchers, and influencers will share insights on key health topics such as hormones, genetics, menopause, stem cells, and future therapies. 




The Department of Business Development will feature 30 top-tier Thai spa and wellness brands, while the EEC Office will spotlight regional innovation and entrepreneurship through 20+ curated booths. 




Miss Narintip added: 




"Thailand Wellness & Healthcare Expo 2025 will be more than a trade fair--it will be a vibrant community where consumers, business leaders, and investors can connect, learn, and grow together. We aim to meet the evolving needs of a new generation that values holistic self-care and wellbeing." 
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Event Information: 








	Dates: 26-29 June 2025 

	Venue: Hall 101, BITEC Bangna, Bangkok 

	Admission: Free to the public 

	Expo Registration: eventpassinsight.co/el/to/TWHE13

	Seminar Sign-Up: eventpassinsight.co/el/to/TWHE02 






Contact: 





	Phone: +66 94 915 4625, +66 86 314 1482 

	Sales Enquiries: +66 64 423 6628 

	Website: www.thailandwellnessexpo.com 
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                  Fed keeps US rates unchanged in face of Trump criticism                

                Officials want to see more data on how tariffs are affecting the overall US economy
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                                WASHINGTON - The US Federal Reserve held interest rates steady for a fourth consecutive meeting Wednesday, forecasting higher inflation and cooler growth this year as President Donald Trump's tariffs begin to take hold and geopolitical uncertainty swirls.
Fed chairman Jerome Powell told reporters the central bank would make better decisions if it waited a few months to understand how tariffs impact inflation, spending and hiring, in a sign that the next rate adjustment could take some time to materialise.

For now, he expects to learn more "over the summer", while officials appear increasingly divided on whether they can cut interest rates at all in 2025.

The Fed kept the benchmark lending rate at a range between 4.25% and 4.50% at the end of its two-day meeting, with officials penciling in two rate reductions this year, similar to earlier projections.

But there was growing divergence among Fed officials participating in the meeting, with a smaller majority expecting the central bank to lower rates at least twice.

The Fed's decision drew the ire of Trump, who has repeatedly pressured the independent central bank for rate cuts. He wrote on his Truth Social platform that Powell was "the WORST" and a "real dummy, who's costing America $Billions!".

Hours before the meeting, he had told reporters at the White House that "We have a stupid person, frankly, at the Fed."

"We have no inflation, we have only success, and I'd like to see interest rates get down," he added. "Maybe I should go to the Fed. Am I allowed to appoint myself?"

The Fed said in a statement earlier that "uncertainty about the economic outlook has diminished but remains elevated."

The central bank also cut its expectations for economic growth this year and raised its inflation and unemployment forecasts, in its first updated projections since Trump in April unleashed sweeping 10% tariffs on almost all trading partners.

"Increases in tariffs this year are likely to push up prices and weigh on economic activity," Powell said.

Avoiding a more persistent impact depends on the size of levies' effects, how long it takes for them to pass through to prices, and keeping expectations anchored, he added.

'Well-positioned'

Powell maintained that the Fed is "well-positioned to wait to learn more" before considering changes to interest rates.

"Because the economy is still solid, we can take the time to actually see what's going to happen," Powell said. "We'll make smarter and better decisions if we just wait a couple of months."

The Fed's call was in line with analysts' expectations.

As officials anticipate more clarity on the impact associated with higher tariffs over the summer, "financial markets are not expecting any movement in rates prior to September," said KPMG chief economist Diane Swonk.

Major US indices ended little changed on Wednesday.

Ryan Sweet, chief US economist at Oxford Economics, said the Fed would want evidence that inflation is headed back to its two percent target "before sounding all clear."

"Preemptive rate cuts don't appear to be on the table, implying the bar is high for the central bank to cut in July," Sweet said.

Swonk said, however, "there is a very strong argument that absent the tariff-induced inflation, the Fed would be cutting rates now," noting that the labour market is slowing.

On Wednesday, the Fed cut its expectations for 2025 economic growth to 1.4% from its March projection of 1.7%.

It also raised its inflation forecast to 3.0% and that of the unemployment rate to 4.5%.

Asked about conflict in the Middle East as a clash between Israel and Iran heats up, Powell said that although it was possible to see higher energy prices, these "don't generally tend to have lasting effects on inflation."

Trump has pointed to benign US inflation in arguing for cuts.

More recently, he cast such a move as a way for the country to "pay much less interest on debt coming due," overlooking the fact that lower interest rates usually raise consumer prices.

Powell has maintained that the Fed's rate-setting committee would make its decisions solely on objective and non-political analysis.
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                  EVA Wins SKYTRAX 5-Star Airline Certification Tenth Year in a Row                

                EVA Air celebrates a decade of excellence with its tenth consecutive SKYTRAX Five-Star Airline certification and top global rankings in cleanliness, catering, and service.
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                                TAIPEI, TAIWAN (June 18, 2025) - SKYTRAX, an airline and airport review and ranking site, unveiled its "2025 World Airline Awards" at the Paris Air Show on Tuesday, June 17, 2025. President Clay Sun attended on behalf of EVA Air, which was awarded SKYTRAX's Five-Star Airline certification for the tenth consecutive year and accepted several of the SKYTRAX's honours, including 11 of the airline's awards, first for "Best Economy Class Catering" and "World's Cleanest Airline".
"EVA Air has been recognised with the SKYTRAX's Five-Star Airline certification for 10 consecutive years since 2016. In our ongoing pursuit of excellence, EVA Air strives to deliver the best every time, which is no easy feat," said EVA President Clay Sun. "On behalf of EVA Air, we are deeply grateful to global travellers and the professional judges for recognising our team's unwavering efforts and commitment to high-quality services. I also want to acknowledge the dedication and contributions of every employee. This honour belongs to every colleague, and I am deeply proud. Looking ahead, EVA Air will continue to pursue progress and exceed expectations, delivering safer, more comfortable, innovative and enjoyable flight experiences for all passengers."

[image: ]

  EVA Air continues to enhance its onboard software and hardware services, officially launching the new fourth-generation Premium Economy Class seats on Boeing 787-9 this year. These upgraded seats feature the industry's most spacious 42-inch front and rear seat spacing with the cradle motion recline mechanism, adjustable footrests and armrests, and 15.6-inch high-resolution widescreen monitors, delivering a luxurious and comfortable experience for passengers.

In terms of catering, EVA Air continues to bring fresh ideas to the in-flight dining experience, combining unique dishes from various countries, exquisite plate arrangements, and creative combinations. New, diversified menus are regularly introduced to suit the tastes of passengers from all over the world. Additionally, EVA Air remains attentive to every detail in the cabin, adhering to the principle of providing passengers with a clean and comfortable onboard environment. As a result, it has repeatedly been recognised as the "World's Cleanest Airline".

[image: ]

EVA Air is the first airline in Taiwan to offer 24/7 customer service, offering around-the-clock support in both Chinese and English for a more convenient passenger experience. In addition, EVA Air currently offers passengers 30 minutes of complimentary inflight Wi-Fi and starting in July, the service will be upgraded for Infinity MileageLands members. All EVA Air Infinity MileageLands members flying onboard the Boeing 777-300 ER, Boeing 787, and Airbus A330-300 aircraft will enjoy free Wi-Fi for the entire journey. As a limited-time special, free WiFi service will be available to all passengers (including non-members) from July to September. After September, the free Wi-Fi service will only be for Infinity MileageLands members.

SKYTRAX derives its annual "2025 World Airline Awards" from an international passenger survey measuring satisfaction with individual air travel experiences. The organisation launched online questionnaires that reached hundreds of countries and more than 22 million travellers to evaluate services from airports to cabins for over 325 airlines and airports.

[image: ]

EVA has repeatedly won SKYTRAX "Global Airline Awards." Its rankings and the associated categories are:
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More information on EVA's honours and awards is available at Awards & Honors - EVA Air | North America (English). Travellers can check out routes and book flights at www.evaair.com.
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                                Leasing firms have expressed concerns over the Bank of Thailand's move to bring auto leasing and hire-purchase businesses under its supervision, saying tighter rules could push vulnerable borrowers towards informal lending.
The central bank moved to tighten oversight of the non-bank sector by bringing auto leasing and hire-purchase businesses under the Financial Institution Business Act, with an amendment published in the Royal Gazette on June 5. The new law comes into effect on Dec 2 this year.

The landmark move, commonly referred to as the Leasing Royal Decree, aims to ensure fairer practices and stronger consumer protection across the sector. The central bank is set to issue detailed business guidelines covering fee structures, responsible lending, marketing practices, customer service standards, data privacy and complaint handling.

SET-listed Thitikorn (TK), which offers hire-purchase services for cars and motorcycles, warned against regulatory tightening in the past, such as the loan-to-value measures in the housing sector in 2019 and the more recent debt service ratio rules, which both made credit less accessible for prospective low-income borrowers.

If the new regulations are too strict, they could have unintended consequences, said Praphol Phornprapa, deputy managing director of TK.

"The biggest concern is overly rigid rules could drive consumers, especially potential motorcycle buyers with unstable incomes, towards informal lenders," he said.

While other operators shared similar views, some industry leaders welcomed the regulation.

"Stricter regulation will ultimately benefit consumers and create a fairer environment in the leasing and hire-purchase market, especially for cars and motorcycles," said Siwapong Boonsalee, managing director of Saksiam Leasing (SAK).

Saksiam's customer base is largely in the agricultural sector and should continue to see growth aligned with the economy, he said. The company targets 15% loan growth this year, maintaining its loan portfolio at 16.6 billion baht and controlling non-performing loans (NPL) at 2.5% of the portfolio.

KGI Securities (Thailand) analysed the potential impacts of the central bank's regulatory tightening on key non-bank lenders and found Muangthai Capital (MTC) is better positioned than peers due to its more diversified loan book focused on retail borrowers.

In contrast, Srisawad Corporation (SAWAD) faces greater regulatory risk, with 29% of its loan portfolio tied to motorcycle hire-purchase loans, compared with less than 10% for Tidlor Holdings (TIDLOR) and below 5% for MTC.

Despite MTC's strong fundamentals, KGI downgraded its price-to-earnings (PE) ratio from 14 times to 12.5 times, setting a new target price at 37.50 baht, with limited upside.

Meanwhile, the brokerage cut its 2025 and 2026 earnings forecasts for SAWAD by 17% and 13%, respectively, citing weaker market conditions. Second-quarter and full-year earnings for 2025 are expected to fall 15-20%. However, the stock's recent steep decline now presents a trading opportunity, noted KGI.

"The recent sell-off appears overdone. We set a new 2025 target price for SAWAD at 19 baht, down from 24 baht, offering enough upside to justify a buy rating," noted the brokerage.
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                                Raising the daily minimum wage to 400 baht will add pressure to struggling Thai restaurateurs, says the Thai Restaurant Association.
On Tuesday, the national wage committee agreed to increase the daily minimum wage to 400 baht for all workers in Bangkok from July 1.

The 400-baht minimum daily rate also applies to workers in most hotels and entertainment venues nationwide.

The current minimum wage for Bangkok is 372 per day.

Thaniwan Kulmongkol, president of the Thai Restaurant Association, said the wage hike will intensify the challenge for a struggling industry.

In general, restaurant operators already pay more than the minimum wage to attract workers, especially Thais, she said. Only a few unskilled positions are still paid the minimum wage.

Raising the minimum wage to 400 baht a day would benefit some non-skilled foreigners working at restaurants, said Ms Thaniwan.

Once the minimum wage is raised, workers earning slightly above that threshold may start demanding even higher pay, leading to a wage increase for all positions in the restaurant sector, she said.

"We need better understanding and communication between restaurant owners and their staff as the industry is going through difficult times," said Ms Thaniwan.

Suthiphon Somvasoon, owner of Kaotom Thewet, a restaurant in Phra Nakhon, Bangkok, confirmed that the Thai restaurant industry is facing labour shortages. Typically Thais do not want to work in the restaurant sector.

He believes that foreign workers could replace Thais in most positions in his restaurant, but some management-level and chef positions still require Thai nationals, he added.

When it comes to his restaurant, all of the staff are currently getting paid a rate higher than 400 baht a day. Only certain inexperienced, newly hired members of staff would receive the legal minimum wage during the early months of their career.

He added that the restaurant also provides staff with three meals a day and accommodation in an effort to attract workers.

With the current economic downturn affecting the country, the staff members recognise the realities of the business environment, he said.

He said amid these circumstances, and considering they are already earning over 400 baht a day, he will not be further increasing the daily minimum wage.

"This wage hike is brutal on restaurants, especially in the current economic climate. We're already struggling with the rising cost of raw materials. With this increase, restaurants may be forced to raise their prices," he said.

He suggested the government introduce any forms of economic stimulus measures to attract foreign tourists.

The government must create a better experience for tourists, such as cracking down on overcharging by taxis and tuk-tuks, he noted.
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                  Domestic oil prices in focus in talks with PM                

                Energy Ministry to maintain price caps
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                                The Energy Ministry is working to allay concerns over the impact of the Israel-Iran war, pledging that authorities will continue to cap fuel prices, though this may require cutting the oil excise tax.
Domestic oil prices topped the agenda when Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra visited the ministry on Wednesday to hold discussions with senior officials.

The premier wants to ensure energy authorities have measures to ease the impact of oil price fluctuations. Ms Paetongtarn also does not want the prices of electricity bills to increase.

The Oil Fuel Fund Office (Offo) is using the Oil Fuel Fund to control the retail prices of diesel, gasoline, and gasohol, a mix of gasoline and ethanol, said Prasert Sinsukprasert, energy permanent secretary, following the talks with Ms Paetongtarn.

Officials announced they would start decreasing diesel users' contributions to the fund by 0.5 baht a litre to maintain the retail price of diesel at 32 baht a litre.

Offo earlier decided to reduce the contributions from gasoline and gasohol users to the fund by 0.6 baht a litre in order to ease the financial burden for motorists, said Mr Prasert.

Reducing contributions from fuel users will be a major tool to control domestic oil prices as long as Dubai crude oil prices do not soar above US$80 a barrel, up from $75 per barrel at present, he said.

But if global crude oil prices exceed the $80 threshold, energy officials will hold talks with the Finance Ministry to discuss a reduction in excise tax, said Mr Prasert.

Excise tax on gasoline and gasohol currently ranges from 1.1-7.5 baht a litre while excise tax on diesel now stands at 6.92 a litre.

According to the Department of Energy Business, Thailand has sufficient oil for 60 days of use if energy supply is disrupted by the Israel-Iran war which threatens to affect oil transport.

The calculation of the period is based on the amount of oil for commercial purposes, oil that is being transported to Thailand by sea and refined oil reserves.

Mr Prasert said the country may need to increase its oil reserves should the Israel-Iran war escalate.
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                                With House dissolution looming, tourism operators have warned the government not to rush into the controversial casino legalisation attached to the Entertainment Complex Bill, as it carries a high risk of provoking street protests and jeopardising the fragile tourism industry.
Political instability is occurring at an inopportune time, as the border dispute with Cambodia remains unresolved.

Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun, president of the Thai Hotels Association, said with or without coalition partner Bhumjaithai Party, this government is expected to have a short tenure, as political analysts believe the House might be dissolved within the next year, before its four-year term, attributed to growing rifts between coalition parties.

He said the private sector, particularly the tourism industry, would like the government to take careful steps to maintain domestic tranquility, addressing the sluggish economy and the border conflict with Cambodia rather than pushing ahead with plans that would dissatisfy the public or create opposition.

"It's helpful that the government is accelerating the 157-billion-baht stimulus budget," said Mr Thienprasit.

"However, given the government's fragility, quickly pushing the Entertainment Complex Bill into the next parliamentary session would create more risks for the country as this project has consistently drawn a lot of criticism and opposition."

As the ruling Pheu Thai Party recently announced the Entertainment Complex Bill doesn't need a referendum, he said the lack of public consensus would weaken the prospects for this project.

"The private sector cannot fully support it if we cannot see the final draft," said Mr Thienprasit.

"If the government decides to rush this project, they should let the public voice their opinion via a referendum."

He said the tourism sector has lacked strategy, having to start over with three new tourism and sports ministers in the past three cabinet reshuffles.

The ongoing political tug of war might affect the entire economy, as ministers are more focused on power bargaining than on performing their duties, said Mr Thienprasit.

Sisdivachr Cheewarattanaporn, an advisory chairman at the Association of Thai Travel Agents, said the political situation has weakened economic confidence.

He said the business sector and the public are weary of politics that prioritise self-interest over the public interest.

"We are dealing with more serious issues, such as the border dispute with Cambodia," said Mr Sisdivachr.

"Yet the government still wants to spend time on internal political conflicts rather than the national interest."
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                  SCB trims growth view amid cloudy outlook                

                              

                                The Thai economy may grow by only 0.8% this year, with a technical recession highly likely in the second half if the government fails to convince the US to lower its reciprocal tariff on Thai exports, while conflicts intensify in the Middle East.
SCB EIC, the research arm of Siam Commercial Bank, projects economic expansion of 1.5% this year, down from 2.5% in 2024, with growth slowing to 1.4% in 2026.

Exports are projected to slide 0.1% this year, down from 5.8% growth last year, followed by a drop of 0.8% next year.

Private investment is expected to contract by 2.2% this year, following a drop of 1.6% in 2024, said Yunyong Thaicharoen, chief economist and sustainability officer at SCB EIC.

"This slow growth reflects the effects of ongoing trade tensions, structural scars in the household and small business sectors, and growing constraints on fiscal policy. In the second half of this year, economic growth is projected to average less than 1%, with a risk of entering a technical recession due to weakening exports and investment," he said.

In the worst-case scenario, with the Thai government unable to convince the US to lower the reciprocal tariff from 36%, the Thai economy could expand by 0.8% if conflicts intensify in the Middle East, said Mr Yunyong.

Private investment is likely to continue contracting, pressured by heightened trade policy uncertainty, weakening domestic and external purchasing power, and declining business confidence.

These factors are prompting firms to delay investment decisions, despite the continued increase in investment promotion approvals by the Board of Investment, noted SCB EIC.

Meanwhile, tourism is expected to provide less support than previously anticipated. The forecast for foreign arrivals this year was slashed to 34.2 million, contracting from 35.5 million the previous year. This decrease was attributed to a plunge in Chinese visitors and more cautious spending behaviour among tourists amid the global economic slowdown.

The government's revised economic stimulus plan, with a budget of 157 billion baht redirected from the digital wallet scheme, may offer more targeted support to the economy, noted the research house.

However, any benefits are expected to materialise slowly and remain insufficient to trigger major growth, said SCB EIC.

The unit estimates the fiscal impulse from government spending will weaken in 2026, while public debt is projected to approach 70% of the GDP ceiling within 1-2 years. This trend could constrain the government's ability to implement further stimulus measures unless accompanied by fiscal reform, said Mr Yunyong.

SCB EIC anticipates the central bank may cut the policy rate two more times this year to 1.25%, easing tight financial conditions for an economy growing well below its potential.
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                  Thailand urged to make move into smart production                
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                                Thailand must accelerate its transformation towards Industry 4.0, from traditional manufacturing to a regional hub for smart production, to remain globally competitive through the integration of artificial intelligence (AI), semiconductors, and photonics technology, according to a leading manufacturer of optical and photonic products.
"Thai manufacturing cannot remain anchored to traditional methods, or it will fall behind in the shift to Industry 4.0," Prong Kongsubto, senior director -- chief of staff and external affairs, at Lumentum, said yesterday at a seminar at Nepcon Thailand 2025, an electronics manufacturing event being held in Bangkok.

Industry 4.0 does not involve just Internet of Things or automation, but is also about connected intelligence systems, data analytics, real-time decision-making, and the convergence of digital systems with production systems, he said.

"Industry 4.0 is a survival path for Thai manufacturing. This transformation requires the integration of three critical technologies: AI serving as the brain for learning, analysis, and decision-making; semiconductors, functioning as the nervous system to detect signals and control machinery; and photonics, acting as the circulatory system that transmits data at the speed of light to enable seamless connectivity," said Mr Prong.

If these three technologies can be effectively integrated, Thai factories will evolve beyond production lines to think, analyse, and respond in real time, he said.

Farmers will utilise sensors and AI to forecast yields and improve animals' quality of life, while logistics and energy systems will become more precise, secure, and efficient.

"All stakeholders must work together to develop flexible policies, increase targeted R&D investments, and cultivate an ecosystem that connects SMEs, startups, universities, and industry. If successful, Thailand will not only keep pace, but will lead," Mr Prong added.

For example, Thailand will be able to lead in exporting optical sensor platforms for use in smart agriculture, or supplying optical modules to enhance AI processing.

Mr Prong said challenges remain, particularly for the Thai manufacturing sector, in which 85% of companies are small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

SMEs are still reliant on labour and are not connected with data on a real-time basis.

Mr Prong said the transformation involves changing all working processes, as has happened in developed countries which have adopted semi-automation systems.

AI and machine learning are enabling factories to analyse problems, make predictions, and make proactive decisions, such as through real-time quality inspection and predictive maintenance, Mr Prong added.

Thailand has welcomed investments into hyperscale data centres that process AI, so AI is something that the country is already familiar with, he said.

Moreover, the wider adoption of AI also drives demand for photonics technology as data centres rely on optics and photonics from fibre optics, transceivers, and signalling.

Photonics is a vital technology used in light-based communication systems such as fibre optics. It forms the backbone of connectivity for data centres, AI systems, 5G networks, and smart factories.

Thailand is emerging as a global producer of photonics modules and systems, particularly in the communications and automotive industries.

It is estimated that the global photonics market has a growth opportunity of over 25%, rising from US$10 billion in 2024 to $30 billion in 2029.

Semiconductors are at the heart of connectivity. Every component in a smart industrial system -- from sensors and control chips to wireless communication devices -- relies on them. Thailand has strong potential in semiconductor manufacturing, testing and packaging, as well as in the development of advanced sensors.

These technologies can be widely applied across agriculture, industry, and renewable energy sectors.
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        Can 'Land Bridge' ignite growth?
        Thailand has long struggled to escape the middle-income trap. Despite its strategic location at the heart of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), the country continues to trail regional peers in GDP growth, capital market performance, and infrastructure competitiveness.

      

      
        Stressed bonds call for market reform
        Not too long ago, Thai Airways was all but written off. After a staggering loss of more than 141 billion baht and a default on over 71 billion baht in bonds from mismanagement and the pandemic in 2020, the once-proud national airline seemed doomed.

      

      
        No more Social Security Fund secrecy
        The latest finding showing the Social Security Fund (SSF) purchased the SKYY9 building in Bangkok at double the market value has put a huge question mark over the governance of the country's biggest pension fund.

      

      
        Can financing for development talks succeed?
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																Now that a cabinet reshuffle is inevitable for the Paetongtarn Shinawatra government, the prospective changes are aimed primarily at solving political problems with regard to the government's nose-diving popularity, rather than tackling the real crises facing the country, such as the protracted economic slump, social maladies and border conflicts with Cambodia.
Thaksin Shinawatra, Pheu Thai's de facto leader and father of prime minister Paetongtarn, previously declared the ruling party had to take back the interior portfolio from Bhumjaithai (BJT), the second-largest coalition party. The demand, which has caused an internal rift within the coalition, is understandable given the role of the Interior Ministry in overseeing local administrative agencies, which are key to securing political victory in the next election.

There are reports that Pheu Thai has sent an ultimatum to BJT leader Anutin Charnvirakul for a cabinet seat swap involving the Interior and Public Health ministries. However, the BJT launched a counterattack, threatening to withdraw from the coalition and join the opposition bloc if forced to give up the portfolio. With such a threat, the administration is bracing for political turbulence.

As the major parties engage in a fierce power game, serious socio-economic problems are being overlooked while public resentment deepens. Yet the government can do very little, especially in turning its campaign policies into action.

In recent months it has performed like a caretaker administration, just waiting for a nod from Thaksin who keeps pulling the strings. Yet the golden age of Thaksin was two decades ago. Things have not turned in the party's favour as Thaksin no longer possesses the same political prowess he once wielded. He is also in trouble over his unjustifiably lengthy hospitalisation to avoid imprisonment -- a privilege that has upset the public. A court inquiry is now under way.

Recent opinion polls suggest unfavourable public sentiment against the government. Some 87.6% of respondents of a poll conducted between June 5-11 by Mahidol University said they look forward to the looming cabinet reshuffle.

Overall, people were not satisfied with the government's performance, notably its inability to address the economic slump, rising cost of living, rampant corruption and a general lack of transparency. There were loud calls for heads to roll at the defence and finance ministries.

Another opinion survey by Suan Dusit Poll showed 42.70% of respondents see the Thai-Cambodian conflicts as a key factor affecting the government's stability, followed by the prospective cabinet reshuffle amid a high-profile rift in the coalition (30.51%), and the 10,000-baht cash handout scheme (10.98%).

In shaking up the cabinet, the Paetongtarn government must go beyond mere political horse-trading that will be seen as a ploy to gain a political advantage over its rivals.

Instead, it should pay more attention to national interests over both the short and long term.

The government must show its rationale behind the reshuffle and how the change will transpire into better public service.

That said, the government must ensure the new cabinet -- based on the principle of putting the right person in the right job -- is competent and able to overcome all of the challenges it will face.

This is the only way it can regain the public's confidence.
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									Australia should hope for Aukus to collapse								

															

																The Aukus partnership, the 2021 deal whereby the United States and the United Kingdom agreed to provide Australia with at least eight nuclear-propelled submarines over the next three decades, has come under review by the US Defence Department.
The prospect of its collapse has generated predictable handwringing among those who welcomed the deepening alliance, and especially among those interested in seeing Australia inject billions of dollars into underfunded, underperforming American and British naval shipyards. But in Australia, an Aukus breakdown should be a cause for celebration.

After all, there has never been any certainty that the promised subs would arrive on time. The US is supposed to supply three, or possibly five, Virginia-class submarines from 2032, with another five newly designed SSN-Aukus-class subs (built mainly in the UK) coming into service from the early 2040s. But the US and the UK's industrial capacity is already strained, owing to their own national submarine-building targets, and both have explicit opt-out rights.

Some analysts assume that the Defence Department review is just another Trumpian extortion exercise, designed to extract an even bigger financial commitment from Australia. But while comforting to some Australians (though not anyone in the Treasury), this interpretation is misconceived.

There are very real concerns in Washington that even with more Australian dollars devoted to expanding shipyard capacity, the US will not be able to increase production to the extent required to make available three -- let alone five -- Virginia-class subs by the early 2030s.

Moreover, Elbridge Colby, the US under-secretary of defence for policy who is leading the review, has long been sceptical of the project, and he will not hesitate to put America's own new-boat target first.

Even in the unlikely event that everything falls smoothly into place -- from the transfers of Virginia-class subs to the construction of new British boats, with no human-resource bottlenecks or cost overruns -- Australia will be waiting decades for the last boat to arrive. But given that our existing geriatric Collins-class fleet is already on life support, this timeline poses a serious challenge. How will we address our capability gap in the meantime?

Cost-benefit analysis should have killed the project from the outset. But in their eagerness to embrace the deal, political leaders on both sides of parliament failed to review properly what was being proposed. Even acknowledging the greatly superior speed and endurance of nuclear-powered subs, and accepting the heroic assumption that their underwater undetectability will remain immune from technological challenge throughout their lifetimes, the final fleet size seems hardly fit for the purpose of national defence.

Given the usual operating constraints, Australia would have only two such subs deployed at any one time. Just how much intelligence gathering, archipelagic chokepoint protection, sea-lane safeguarding, or even deterrence at a distance will be possible under such conditions? Moreover, the programme's eye-watering cost will make it difficult to acquire the other capabilities that are already reshaping the nature of modern warfare: state-of-the-art drones, missiles, aircraft, and cyber defence.

The remaining reason for believing, as former Australian prime minister Paul Keating put it, that an American opt-out "will be the moment Washington saves Australia from itself", concerns Aukus's negative implications for Australia's sovereignty. The Americans agreed to the deal because they saw it to be in their strategic interest, not ours. As then-US deputy secretary of state Kurt Campbell observed (indiscreetly) last year, "we have them locked in now for the next 40 years".

It defies credibility to believe that the US would transfer such a sensitive technology to us -- with all the associated emphasis on the "interchangeability" of our fleets and new basing arrangements in Australia -- unless it could avail itself of these subs in a future war. I have had personal ministerial experience of being a junior US ally in a hot conflict situation -- the first Gulf War in 1991 -- and my recollections are not pretty.

All that Aukus and its associated alliance commitments have done for Australia is paint more targets on our back. Alongside the Pine Gap satellite communications and signals intelligence facility -- which has always been a bull's-eye -- one can add Perth's Stirling submarine base, the Northern Territory, with its US Marine and B-52 bases, and possibly a future east-coast submarine base.

The crazy irony is that we are spending huge sums to build a new capability intended to defend us from military threats that are most likely to arise simply because we have that capability -- and using it to support the US, without any guarantee of support in return should we ever need it.

If the Aukus project does collapse, it would arguably still be possible for Australia to acquire replacements for its aging submarine fleet within a reasonable time frame -- and probably at less cost, while retaining real sovereign control -- by purchasing off-the-shelf technology elsewhere. One can even imagine us going back to France, which was snubbed in the Aukus deal, and making a bid for its new-generation Suffren-class nuclear-powered sub.

But a better defence option may simply be to recognise that the latest revolution in military technology is real, and that our huge continent and maritime surroundings will be better protected by a combination of self-managed air, missile, underwater, and cyber detection capabilities than by a handful of crewed submarines. There is no better time to start thinking outside the US alliance box. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Gareth Evans was Australia's foreign minister (1988-96), president of the International Crisis Group (2000-09), and chancellor of the Australian National University (2010-19).
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																I recently met Dr Jadej Thammatacharee, secretary-general of the National Health Security Office (NHSO), at the home of a mutual friend to ask questions, of which I had many, about the so-called 30-baht scheme -- also known as the "gold card" scheme.
The doctor was generous with his time, clear and logical in his presentation. I came away with a better appreciation of what the programme means for Thailand and what it hopes to be, where it came from and where it is going.

The NHSO, the organisation responsible for extending affordable, if not free, health care everywhere in Thailand, was established under the National Health Security Act of 2002. It is now one of the best-funded government bureaucracies, responsible for subsidising national health care in keeping the populist premise that people of limited means should pay no more than 30 baht per doctor's visit.

Dr Jadej credits the simple but somewhat revolutionary idea behind the programme to public-health civil servants such as the late Dr Sanguan Nitayarumphong, who had been looking to implement variations on universal health care since the 1980s. Dr Prawet Wasi, the constitutional reformist popularly known as "Mo Prawet" was also an early pioneer.

The seemingly arbitrary political tag "30 baht" has had unusual staying power, and still represents the nominal fee per visit for health care. The tag, popularised by political consultant Pansak Vinyrat who is now an adviser to the prime minister, was formally launched during Thaksin Shinawatra's term as premier.

It is perhaps one of the most profound and lasting positives from a period that is chiefly remembered for its political divisiveness.

The modest fee, which critics scoffed at because 30 baht sounded implausible, unworkable and deceptive, like a political slogan or rhetorical sleight of hand, still applies, and in some cases is not collected at all.

There's no doubt that opening the floodgates to affordable care has put enormous pressure on state hospitals and increased the workload of healthcare professionals.

Recently, critics and some doctors have warned the 30 baht scheme will face an existential crisis caused by an overbearing workload on state hospitals and staff as well as financial problems. Yet Dr Jadej says these issues are being addressed through a combination of increased funding and finding creative and innovative ways of sharing the workload.

The programme is expensive, comprising roughly 4% of the national budget, but is still less than the state expenditure percentage in other countries where coverage remains ad hoc and far from universal. And inasmuch as the programme is credited for raising life expectancy in Thailand to one of the highest levels in the entire world, there's something to be said for money well-spent.

All state hospitals are in the programme, and private hospitals, which have more downtime and less crowded facilities are encouraged to take part as well in addition to their normal load of paying patients. It's to the benefit of private hospitals to embrace the extra workload, with reimbursements, during downtime, and good for the purposes of training and specialisation of private sector doctors.

The programme is supported by a national network of pharmacies, about 5,000, which are offered training and certification. The idea is to save on hospital visits by allowing prescription drugs to be distributed by knowledgeable personnel in pharmacies across the country.

Administrators of the programme have tried to reduce costs, pressure and workloads by emphasising local care for less serious ailments, including the popularisation of nurse care, and tambon-level care for fevers and routine ailments.

Dr Jadej compares the programme to National Health Care (NHC) in Britain, but he says it is not as bogged down by red tape as in the UK, where, for example, a 15 minute per patient mandate means a doctor can only see four people per hour, resulting in long waiting times and wait lists.

He acknowledges that Japan, known for its high life expectancy, has a fairly comprehensive programme, but it is not a direct model for the Thai programme and is not run centrally as is the case in Thailand.

As for China, it has excellent health care in cities but lacks doctors in proportion to its population, especially in rural areas. In earlier days this discrepancy led to the call for barefoot doctors, but such socialist schemes are not in favour now.

Hospitals are increasingly well-equipped and doctors, accustomed to seeing hundreds or patients a week, are experienced, but the unreasonably long waits and delays opens up the opportunity for bribery and line-jumping schemes for those with money to pay.

Rwanda, the Thai administrator pointed out with a contrarian's delight, has a superb health care model -- an innovative and fairly comprehensive programme -- all the more remarkable for a poor African country that not too long ago emerged from a genocide

I was surprised to hear Dr Jadej point to Cuba as a model, but he's been there and seen how it works up close. Fidel Castro gave his word to produce doctors and the country's medical colleges churned them out to the point of having a surplus, or at least sufficient medical expertise that Cuba has on occasion been able to export doctors to poor nations in Africa and Latin America.

Dr Jadej likewise credited the controversial and now defunct Communist Party of Thailand (CPT), which waged guerrilla war on the military establishment from remote bases in the mountains during much of the 1960s and 1970s, for good healthcare. The CPT was small, and ultimately ineffective as it limped from one remote rural base to another, and got caught in the crossfire of the Sino-Soviet split, but the rebels had many doctors in their jungle camps, many of them trained at Mahidol University, and the level of healthcare was good considering the circumstances.

Thai people now enjoy one of the best health programmes in the world, Dr Jadej asserts with pride. Another plus for Thai public health, he says, is the native Thai social structure by which the elderly are not shunted away to old age homes but live with their extended families and continue to interact with the community.

The NHSO secretary-general acknowledges that some right-leaning politicians have tried to cut the programme back since 2014, which he compares to similar efforts by Republicans in the US, but the attempts to rollback the programme have been effectively halted because of its popularity, its many stakeholders and widespread political support across the political divide.

People who are beneficiaries of the programme are the best supporters of universal healthcare and they can be heard speaking up all over the country. There are people who are alive today because of comprehensive medical intervention that was beyond their financial means.

Studying medicine is popular and Thailand continues to produce many doctors, often the best and brightest among their school cohorts. He went on to say he didn't like the Bumrungrad model of medical tourism, but would rather see the best hospitals included in an equitable national system by which reasonably priced care is made available to Thais, foreign tourists and foreign residents.

He cites the example of a fast-growing hospital in Ubon that not only serves the province and all of south Isan, but is also a key medical hub for southern Laos and Cambodia as well.

Contrary to the nay-saying at its inception two decades ago, the programme functions well and has extensive reach across the nation.

Thailand's journey to something akin to universal healthcare in a matter of two decades is nothing short of remarkable, but it is still not fully appreciated in Thailand, let alone abroad. Dr Jadej notes that UN agencies and the World Bank have taken an interest in it, and he ardently hopes the achievements and underlying philosophy behind universal care will be better understood in the future.



Philip J Cunningham is a media researcher covering Asian politics. He is the author of 'Tiananmen Moon'.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3052936/can-the-30-baht-health-scheme-survive-



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Myanmar kids need 'rights for all'								

															

																	
										
											[image: This Jan 9 photo shows the Migrant Learning Centre, which takes care of 15,139 stateless students in Tak province. (Photo: Poramet Tangsathaporn)]
																							
													This Jan 9 photo shows the Migrant Learning Centre, which takes care of 15,139 stateless students in Tak province. (Photo: Poramet Tangsathaporn)												

																					

									

																When armed conflict breaks out, it is the innocent and helpless, especially children, who suffer the most. Therefore, as we approach World Refugee Day tomorrow, Thai authorities must make a substantial effort to grant refugee children, and the parents who support them, equal rights and dignity in law and practice.
In Mae Sot, a border city, you will see child refugees everywhere. The town, located in Tak province, has become a sanctuary for thousands of refugees fleeing violence and persecution in Myanmar. Some of these children have been ordained as Buddhist novices receiving alms in the morning market, many are uniformed students on their way to schools and learning centres. Deep down, many of them are scared and lonely people trying to stay out of trouble.

The presence of refugees in Mae Sot is politically inconvenient for the Thai government and is largely absent from public and official discussion. Acknowledging the scale of the influx means acknowledging the drivers of the problem -- the Myanmar military regime's war crimes.

Acknowledgement would not only sour the cosy relationship between Bangkok and Nay Pyi Taw, but it would also oblige Thai authorities to act by offering real protection and equitable services to Myanmar refugees.

The Thai government is seemingly reluctant to do so. It even resorts to using a lexicographical term, referring to them as "Myanmar displaced persons" rather than the correct term -- refugees.

The lack of appropriate legal status, for instance, has led Myanmar refugees in Mae Sot into a cycle of exploitation, arrest, extortion, and potential forced return at the hands of local law enforcement.

Mae Sot-based social workers have reported an upsurge in domestic violence among migrant and refugee communities, making refugee children vulnerable to abuse. With a perilous legal situation, most legal cases involving refugees are either ignored or addressed through mediation, with perpetrators rarely facing criminal penalties.

Access to healthcare remains a major problem for these refugees. Without the equal right to access public health insurance schemes, many Myanmar refugees have to rely on NGO-run clinics. The decision by the administration of US President Donald Trump to cut all funding to these clinics is having a devastating effect.

Service providers tell us that most of their services will have to stop next month unless alternative funding can come to the rescue. The option of co-payment by refugees for healthcare has been discussed; however, this would only be possible when refugees are given the right to work. In fact, granting work permits to these refugees would help the adults regain dignity, stand on their own feet and contribute to the local economy.

Education is, thankfully, one bright thing for refugee children, thanks to Thailand's "Education For All" policy that has been in place for two decades.

Schools and migrant learning centres in Mae Sot accept all children, regardless of their migration status. Challenges remain, nevertheless. There has been a need to find sustainable funding for these learning centres that are not under the Ministry of Education's umbrella. There is also discrimination between Thai and refugee students and parents to overcome.

Last year, the Thai government withdrew the reservation on Article 22 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

This decision came into effect on Aug 30, 2024. Article 22 of the CRC establishes the rights of refugee and asylum-seeking children to protection, humanitarian assistance, and access to support and other services equal to that of children who are nationals, as set out in the convention and other international human rights instruments to which Thailand is a state party.

The withdrawal of the reservation on the CRC can further enable the Government of Thailand to ensure that all children are protected under the recently introduced National Screening Mechanism (NSM), effective from Sept 22, 2023, which grants "protected person" status to those who enter or stay in Thailand, but are unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin for fear of persecution or other valid reasons.

This is an important and promising development. Yet, without meaningful action, this promising development will just be a symbolic gesture. Without action, the future of refugee children in Thailand, particularly Myanmar children, will remain as precarious as ever.

While Thailand's "Education For All" policy is greatly appreciated and stands as an example of what can be done, as we approach World Refugee Day, what refugee communities throughout the country now need from the government is a commitment to ensure "rights for all."

Puttanee Kangkun is director at Fortify Rights. Patrick Phongsathorn is senior advocacy specialist at Fortify Rights. The article marks World Refugee Day, June 20.
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																Thailand has long struggled to escape the middle-income trap. Despite its strategic location at the heart of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), the country continues to trail regional peers in GDP growth, capital market performance, and infrastructure competitiveness.
Political instability has only worsened this challenge. Amid weak domestic consumption and external trade pressures, the government has turned to massive infrastructure development as a key stimulus measure. Central to this push is the controversial "Land Bridge Project", positioned as a transformative logistics corridor linking the Andaman Sea and the Gulf of Thailand. But is this project a game changer--or another overpromised, under-delivered megaproject?

Across Southeast Asia, infrastructure development has become a popular lever for economic revitalisation, not only to boost short-term employment but to reposition countries within regional supply chains. Thailand's strategic vision is no exception, but execution challenges remain formidable.

Still in the feasibility stage, the project involves two deep-sea ports (Chumphon and Ranong), a 90-kilometre transport corridor with road, rail, and pipelines, and a target capacity of 40 million TEUs per year. While the project is expected to cost 1.1 trillion baht (US$28 billion), it could reduce shipping costs by 15% and delivery time by four days, offering a detour from the Strait of Malacca.

The government forecasts an economic IRR of 17.4% and job creation of 280,000 positions if this infrastructure project succeeds. In early 2024, parliament approved advancing the feasibility study with bipartisan support. However, the response has been cautious, reflecting both specific and systemic concerns.

At the core of the hesitation lies a classic disconnect: broad macroeconomic benefits do not always translate into clear-cut investor returns. Port operators with concession rights may not be able to monetise GDP growth -- they require visible revenue or cash flow streams when relying on external borrowings. In the absence of long-term shipping commitments, user fees, or offtake agreements, investors must shoulder unquantified demand risk.

Thailand's proposal follows a public-private partnership (PPP) model, where the state acquires land and the private sector often builds, operates, and owns infrastructure assets at their own cost over the agreed period. But without clarity on tariff structures, currency-denominated revenue, or legal safeguards, the infrastructure project remains risky -- especially in a country with a weak record in regulatory consistency and contract enforcement.

A good example comes from the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC), launched with similar optimism. Despite generous tax incentives, foreign investment has lagged expectations, with logistics and digital projects delayed by legal opacity and dispute resolution concerns.

PPP financing in emerging markets frequently falters due to a misalignment of stakeholder expectations: governments seek long-term investments without guarantees, while investors seek revenue visibility without legal uncertainty. Bridging this gap requires policy maturity and credit-enhancing structures still evolving in Thailand.

Investor sentiment is shaped not just by the project, but by Thailand's broader economic context. In April 2025, the IMF revised Thailand's GDP growth forecast down to 1.8%, the lowest in Asean. Over the past 18 months, the SET Index has fallen nearly 20%, making it Asia's worst-performing major stock market.

Rising interest rates, baht volatility, and a weak equity market complicate the infrastructure investment outlook.

To move from vision to execution, Thailand must address key investor concerns. Among solutions to help investors are transparent feasibility studies with realistic traffic and shipping forecasts, risk mitigation, clarity on tariffs, concession terms and fair appraised return-sharing.

Resistance from southern fishing communities continues, citing resettlement, environmental, and labour concerns. Transparency and compensation will be critical. Strategically, the Land Bridge may let China bypass the Strait of Malacca, expanding its Indian Ocean logistics reach. If supported under the BRI, geopolitical sensitivities will rise -- particularly for Japan and the US.

Thailand must balance Chinese capital with political independence. US-Japan initiatives like the Blue Dot Network and PGII emphasise governance and transparency -- principles that could add legitimacy to the project.

Thailand has the geography and ambition to pull this off. But investors won't be persuaded by projections alone. What matters is governance: policy stability and legal safeguards.

The Land Bridge may yet become a signature achievement. But unless demand uncertainty, regulatory opacity, and fiscal limitations are addressed, even a 17% IRR may prove irrelevant.

Strategic infrastructure only advances economies when it earns investor confidence. Thailand must prove it can do both-- and perhaps set new benchmarks for institutional credibility.



Dai Kadomae is a Thailand-based strategic finance advisor and former CFO with over 25 years of experience in cross-border capital markets and infrastructure investment.
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																Not too long ago, Thai Airways was all but written off. After a staggering loss of more than 141 billion baht and a default on over 71 billion baht in bonds from mismanagement and the pandemic in 2020, the once-proud national airline seemed doomed.
Its path was far from smooth -- unlike its slogan, "Smooth as Silk".

But then, something unexpected happened.

It made a profit.

Within two years, Thai Airways clawed its way back from collapse through a bold debt restructuring plan. The airline's recovery didn't just turn heads -- it raised a pressing question: if this company could pull through, why can't others get the same chance?

It's a rare example of a stressed bond -- debt in default or at serious risk -- being turned around. That success story should have opened the door for others.

That's why it might be time for the system to give good, capable issuers -- those in trouble but not beyond repair -- a real shot at bouncing back. One way is to create more channels for stressed bonds to change hands. Investors who need quick cash could pass them on to buyers who know what they're doing -- experts who can take over, manage the debt, and turn things around.

However, the road of new opportunities for stressed bonds in Thailand remains rocky.

Today, the Thai capital market has two main ways to deal with these troubled debts. Neither is working well, either on paper or in practice.

The first involves amending the law so asset management companies (AMCs) can step in. At present, they can buy bad loans from banks, but not stressed bonds. The Thai Bond Market Association (ThaiBMA) wants to change that by pushing to amend the 1998 Asset Management Company Act to make "bad loans" include stressed bonds.

But the Bank of Thailand, which oversees AMCs, isn't convinced. It fears that letting AMCs buy stressed bonds could drain resources meant to boost liquidity for banks. Worse, it might trigger wider economic risks, like what happened during the "Tom Yum Kung" crisis -- the 1997 Economic Crisis that started in Thailand and expand globally.

The numbers don't help the case. Data from ThaiBMA shows that in 2023, stressed bonds made up just 0.9% of all outstanding corporate bonds. With such a small slice of the market at stake, there's little urgency to expand the AMC's mandate to include stressed bonds, says the central bank.

The second idea is creating a new fund -- one that targets stressed bonds directly. The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) has already proposed a new set of rules to support the launch of a Stressed Bond Fund (SBF).

The idea is to allow asset management companies to set up mutual funds that focus on investing in stressed bonds. These funds would then be sold to institutional investors and ultra-high-net-worth individuals.

On paper, the stressed bond fund sounds promising. It could open up new business opportunities for fund managers and offer a lifeline to stressed bondholders.

But in reality, many asset management firms aren't buying it. They say the rules make the fund too hard to run.

One big issue? The fund must invest at least 60% of its average annual net asset value in stressed bonds. In addition, it cannot manage the stress bonds like they can with other assets, making it hard to turn a profit -- or manage risk.

Plus, many fund houses say stressed bonds simply aren't their game. They don't have the tools. And they worry about damage to their reputation if things go wrong.

There have been calls for the SEC to ease the 60% investment requirement to make stressed bond funds easier to manage and more attractive to fund management companies.

Even so, many still believe asset management firms aren't the right fit to buy up stressed bonds because they simply don't have the expertise.

And more importantly, just adding new buyers into the market won't fix the real problem. It won't stop the next waves of stressed bonds. It won't protect small investors who lack the know-how to assess high-risk debt. And it won't weed out bad actors -- issuers who default not because they failed, but because they cheat, never intending to pay back in the first place.

So where do we go from here?

Drawing lessons from overseas markets, the Capital Market Regulatory Guillotine research team at TDRI found hedge funds to be one of the players with expertise to handle stressed bonds.

Unlike mutual funds, hedge funds operate with fewer regulatory constraints. That gives them more room to manoeuvre and take on risks. When markets crash, they often step in as downside players, buying low when bonds go bad, restructuring smartly, and making money when others won't touch it.

But bringing hedge funds into Thailand's capital market needs more study. Different funds have different strategies to pick stressed bonds. There is no guarantee they will come in to save every bond on the brink in the market.

The bigger fix lies elsewhere.

Thailand's bond market needs stronger foundations. Adding new ways to buy up stressed bonds cannot tackle the root problems. Strengthening the bond market itself can.

For a start, create clear indicators to track default rates of high-risk bonds. This would give early warnings before they slide into stressed territory. It is also crucial to have stricter rules about who can buy risky bonds to shield retail investors who lack the know-how from getting burned.

Just as crucial is boosting transparency in how companies raise money through the bond market. This means stricter rules to ensure issuers can repay their debts -- and faster punishment for those who cheat.

It's not just about going after bad actors. It's about rebuilding investor trust in the entire bond market.

The current ways of dealing with stressed bonds are not good enough. They rely on the wrong players to step in and buy stressed bonds. And they overlook other serious issues that keep fuelling the problem.

What's needed is real teamwork. Every party involved must come together to create smarter tools -- not just to rescue the bonds that can still recover, but also to build a bond market that protects everyday investors, spots trouble early, and stops bad actors before they do damage.

With these measures, the approach to stressed bonds won't just be reactive -- it'll be truly resilient.

Without them, stories like Thai Airways will remain the exception, not the rule.



Pasinee Rerkpiboon and Phumjit Sri-Udomkajorn are Researchers at TDRI. Policy Focus from the TDRI appears in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays. **This analysis is part of the article series 'Capital Market Regulatory Guillotine Project' by TDRI and the Thailand Capital Market Development Fund (CMDF).
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																The latest finding showing the Social Security Fund (SSF) purchased the SKYY9 building in Bangkok at double the market value has put a huge question mark over the governance of the country's biggest pension fund.
The preliminary fact-finding mission confirmed the SKYY9 Centre on Rama IX Road was worth about 3 billion baht at the time it was bought between 2022 and 2023.

However, the SSF purchased it for 7 billion baht in 2022 when Suchart Chomklin was labour minister under the former administration of Prayut Chan-o-cha.

The policies of the SSF are proposed by its secretariat office, known as the Social Security Office (SSO), which falls under the Ministry of Labour. In major investment cases like this one, the SSO hires a professional asset management firm to appraise the property value and give advice on the investment.

Eventually, members of the SSF board made the final decision on this investment. Needless to say, some politicians and relatives are accused of being involved in this pricey deal.

Despite there being clear irregularities in this case, the public, and especially members of the SSF, will have to wait for the arm of justice to complete its work.

Early this week, Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn conceded the official investigation would be laborious and time-consuming. He said the challenge now is finding a neutral and credible chairman to lead the probe.

But that might not be what the over 24 million members of the SSF want to hear.

Lest we forget, the SSF has allocated a substantial annual budget for its secretariat office for administration, as well as financial and performance audits, to make sure the fund is handled by the Social Security Office (SSO) professionally and accountably.

While the public and the media might be alarmed by the SKYY procurement or enraged by such lavish spending, experts inside the fund warn that many doubtful procurements may escape public scrutiny.

The SKYY9 deal would have stayed off the radar if lawmakers from the People's Party (PP), notably MPs Rukchanok Srinork and Sahaswat Khoomkhong, had not exposed it.

Indeed, the reports of irregularities at the SSF only entered the public domain last year. Previously, the SSF as well as its secretariat office were known as a de facto twilight zone with decision-making handled by officials, politicians and members of the board who are appointed.

The wind of change came in 2023 when the SSF held an election to select board members for the first time in three decades since the fund was established. Most of the new board members come from a progressive group aligned with the People's Party.

These new board members have helped to deliver the SSF's information to the public and the media.

To make the SSF and its secretariat office more accountable, the SSF fund must be more transparent. The SSO and the SSF handled subscribers' money, but the operation has been carried out by an outdated bureaucracy.

For example, most of the meetings of the board and the subcommittee are treated as top secret. Under this opaque culture, many small projects -- such as a 100-million-baht computer upgrade for one provincial office -- have been approved without scrutiny.

Without real reform, the 2.6-trillion-baht fund will never be run in a professional manner.
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																It is easy to be pessimistic about multilateralism nowadays. Recent international gatherings have yielded only unfulfilled promises. At a time when US President Donald Trump is abandoning America's international commitments, rejecting multilateral initiatives, and sowing chaos and confusion in global trade, can the Conference on Financing for Development (FfD4) at the end of this month go any better?
To be sure, the United States may well act as a spoiler in Seville. But that does not mean that the summit will be a bust. After all, America's withdrawal from the 2015 Paris climate agreement during Mr Trump's first presidency did not lead to its demise. While action has been limited, almost everyone recognises that without the agreement, climate change would likely occur even faster.

It is clearly possible for the world to make progress on shared challenges without the US. The lack of US involvement in the FfD4 might even prove advantageous, given its record of extracting compromises that favour its own multinational companies, and then refusing to sign or enforce deals anyway. The negotiations for the OECD Global Tax Deal, finalised in 2021, are a case in point. But success will require other countries to fill the global leadership gap and demonstrate a credible commitment to the multilateral cooperation that is essential to our survival. Fortunately, the first draft of the FfD4's outcome document recognises this imperative and advances many useful and practical policy proposals, including several from the final report of the International Commission of Experts on Financing for Development.

A key focus of the document is enabling greater domestic resource mobilisation. An outdated international tax system and inadequate checks on illicit financial flows are a severe constraint on low- and middle-income countries' budgets. Reforms in these areas would go a long way toward reducing income and asset inequalities and increasing tax revenues -- vital to finance investment in health care, education, and climate-change mitigation and adaptation.

More broadly, participants at the Seville summit must seek to address the lack of a global financial safety net. A first step could be to initiate regular allocations of the International Monetary Fund's reserve asset, special drawing rights (SDRs). To enhance the intervention's impact, the SDRs could be distributed according to need -- a departure from the current approach, which allocates SDRs in proportion to IMF quotas, meaning that the largest shares go to the countries least in need. The IMF could also introduce SDR swaps to meet the immediate liquidity needs of economies that do not benefit from the US Federal Reserve's central-bank liquidity swaps.

But this is only the beginning. The world's approach to tackling shared challenges -- from climate change to public health and sustainable development -- has plainly failed.

It is time to embrace an entirely new model of "global public investment", with all countries contributing to the provision of shared public goods according to their means. This will require, for starters, fundamental reform of the IMF and the World Bank. Both institutions need to adopt a more countercyclical approach to lending. Moreover, they must stop linking loans to oppressive conditionalities that favour the interests of global capital over the well-being of people and the planet. In general, multilateral banks must increase their lending significantly to meet social, developmental, and climate needs, which in turn requires robust, reliable funding. But there is a major barrier to such changes: important decisions at the IMF and the World Bank require an 85% voting majority, and with a 16% share of those votes, the US effectively wields a veto. Without major governance reforms, these institutions will remain hamstrung, countries will increasingly find ways to bypass them, and they will fade into irrelevance.

Meanwhile, international financial regulations should be strengthened, including by pursuing greater coordination of national laws -- possibly on a regional basis at first. Private finance, which has enjoyed decades of lax regulation and positive incentives, should be required to align its behaviour with social and planetary goals -- or face punishment. These proposals are hardly radical; such measures have been implemented in past phases of global capitalism, and they are manifestly in the interest of all countries. Nonetheless, in the current geopolitical landscape, they may appear unrealistic. That is why "coalitions of the willing" must take the lead in setting ambitious goals -- and doing what it takes to achieve them. The upcoming Conference on Financing for Development is a good place to start. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, is a member of the Club of Rome's Transformational Economics Commission and Co-Chair of the Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation.
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																Vietnam has made significant strides this year in building strong, comprehensive strategic partnerships (CSPs) with four key Asean nations -- Thailand, Indonesia, Singapore, and Malaysia. It is a notable achievement for Hanoi, reflecting its growing confidence and increasing political influence. Earlier batches of CSPs included global powers such as China, Russia, India, South Korea, Japan, the US, and Australia.
Under new leadership, Vietnam aims to be a bridge between influential regional players and increase its role in shaping regional norms, economies and security. This strategy enables Vietnam to maintain its strategic autonomy in the face of challenges. With the country's long history of dealing with major powers, Vietnam is adroit at navigating complex situations and has, over the years, described its pragmatism and flexibility as "bamboo diplomacy".

When President Donald Trump unilaterally hiked tariffs around the world, Vietnam was the first country in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) to initiate discussions about zero tariffs with Washington. For Vietnam, after the Covid-19 pandemic, economic growth and stability for the country's development are priorities. Any disruption will undercut economic goals. In response, Hanoi has acted without delay.

Within the country, Secretary General Lam has adopted local policies and objectives aligned with international strategies. Domestic legislative reforms are aimed at strengthening governance, promoting efficiency and transparency, and improving public service. Hanoi's priorities also mirror the recent Thai-Vietnam cooperation pattern.

While all four of Vietnam's CSPs aim to strengthen friendship and economic ties, each also has specific areas of cooperation, especially in security, economy, capacity building and digital transformation. However, the partnership between Thailand and Vietnam is unique due to their shared goals in Southeast Asia. The two countries have reiterated that their strengthened relationship will have a positive impact on peace and prosperity in Asean and the broader Indo-Pacific region.

A key feature of the Thailand-Vietnam CSP is their shared critical interest in developing and maintaining a healthy biodiversity in the Mekong subregion. Over the past year, both countries have been involved in efforts to increase awareness among local communities about their "Mekong Way of Life". The CSP provides an excellent framework for their joint actions.

As two major lower Mekong countries, this is a massive task, requiring cooperation with other Mekong riparian countries and China to the north. They have plans to promote joint research and monitoring to evaluate the health of the Mekong. Truth be told, it is only CSP bilateral cooperation that monitors the environmental impacts of the Mekong River. They have been prioritising water security, cross-border infrastructure, and improving the livelihood of local communities. In addition, they also work together in sub-regional groupings, such as the Ayeyarwady (Irrawaddy), Chao Phraya, Mekong, and the Economic Cooperation Strategies (Acmecs) and the Mekong River Commission (MRC).

Recent agreements between Vietnam and Thailand cover their entire relationship, with a focus on strengthening economic ties through the "Three Connectivity Strategy", namely integrating supply chains, promoting innovation and partnering in green and digital economies. These connections enable increased flows of people, goods, technology and other activities that would encourage growth at the grassroots level.

Both countries have also committed to enhancing defence and security cooperation, preventing their territories from being used to undermine the other. At the retreat, in support of these proposals, Thailand expressed its readiness to work together with Vietnam on cross-border issues, including economic, security, and joint positions in global forums.

Furthermore, high-level visits are planned, including a visit by General Secretary Lam. Bangkok has already invited Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh to the Mekong-Lancang Cooperation later this year. Next year, they will commemorate their 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations.

Thailand is Vietnam's biggest trading partner in Asean, with trade reaching over $20 billion (650 billion baht) in 2024. It also has significant investments in Vietnam, while Vietnam has some projects in Thailand.

The two countries can use their strengthened ties to navigate relations with China and the US. Their shared focus on the Mekong provides a strong basis for deepening engagement with China. By working together on Mekong development and environmental issues, they can collectively cooperate with China, ensuring that the interests of lower riparian states are considered in upstream development projects. This collaboration can also attract Chinese investment into joint infrastructure projects in the subregion.

In leveraging the US, Vietnam's history of negotiating with its former foe will be helpful in tackling the current substantial trade surplus. After all, Vietnam was the only communist country to join the high-end free trade agreement, the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), formerly known as the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP).

Thailand and Vietnam's stronger economic and security cooperation can be appealing to the US, which often looks for stable partners in Southeast Asia. Their joint commitment to regional peace and stability, and their focus on diverse economic partnerships, aligns with US interests in a prosperous and open Indo-Pacific. This can allow the two countries to attract more US investment and support, diversifying their economic relationships and enhancing their strategic autonomy.

The future of the Thailand-Vietnam CSP points to continued close cooperation in economic and strategic matters. Economically, they will drive further integration of supply chains in the region and beyond. They have already adopted innovation-driven growth, including green and digital economies, in their cooperation and partnerships, as well as Asean frameworks.

Strategically, both nations have shared similar concerns over the stability and development in the Mekong. Collective visions and concerns will serve as a bedrock for future collaboration and sustainable development at the government and community levels within the subregion. Most importantly, together they can be game changers in the evolving Indo-Pacific landscape, balancing ties and sustaining strategic autonomy with major powers.
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																The internal rift within the United Thai Nation (UTN) Party is getting uglier, with a prominent campaign against polluting factories being drawn into the saga.
Deputy leader of the UTN, Suchart Chomklin, recently made a shocking accusation against the so-called Sud Soi Team, set up by a party rival, of demanding bribes from the owners of factories that the team had inspected, in exchange for avoiding penalties.

Deputy Commerce Minister Suchart is trying to have UTN's ministers, such as party leader and Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaka and Industry Minister Akanat Promphan, removed from the cabinet.

The Sud Soi team is a task force founded by Mr Akanat, secretary-general of the UTN. It is getting good press coverage from civic groups for launching a crackdown against polluting factories and recycling plants.

Usually, factory inspections are criticised by environmental activists as "clandestine operations" carried out by officials from the Department of Industrial Works.

Limited by staff shortages and a lack of supporting policies, it remains unknown how many factories are inspected annually.

In this regard, the Sud Soi Team is a game changer. It includes affected community members and NGOs to help officials inspect factories.

Needless to say, Mr Suchart's accusation has upset some pollution campaigners and affected villagers who have helped with the Sud Soi operation.

Rarely does a month pass these days without reports emerging of illegal waste shipments, local communities complaining about pollution, or even accidental fires caused by recycling factories, many of which are owned by foreign investors, primarily Chinese investors.

The Ministry of Industry has been known as a mouthpiece of industrialists and investors. The lack of a serious environmental policy has emboldened investors to cut costs at the expense of the environment and public health.

The problem of industrial pollution continued to worsen until a few maverick officials in the Ministry of Industry started pushing back against irresponsible investors.

A glaring example here is the case of the former director-general of the Department of Industrial Works, Julapong Taweesri, who arrested many polluting waste management factory heads.

During the Srettha Thavisin government, Mr Julapong was reprimanded by the former PM and previous industrial ministers for delaying the process of approving permits for recycling factories.

Despite this straightforward civil official having already retired, his work still impresses younger staff at the ministry.

It is good news for environmental protection that the new industry minister, Mr Akanat, has identified factory pollution as a problem and launched a crackdown against polluters.

Indeed, the green policy at the Industry Ministry raises hopes among environmental activists that the ministry will reform and strictly enforce environmental laws against investors.

Mr Suchart, whose home base is Chon Buri province, should back up his accusations against the Sud Soi team with solid evidence, such as by naming the factories and publishing records that prove bribery.

Without such evidence, Mr Suchart will have undermined the hard work of affected communities and activists who are trying to protect the environment -- including those in his home in Chon Buri.
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        New movies out this week: June 19-25
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Personal portals
        Organised by the Bangkok Art and Culture Centre (BACC) and the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA), Early Years Project is an annual event that aims to support and develop emerging artists.

      

      
        Centara Grand's rooftop garden delivers organic produce and savings
        Centara Grand and Bangkok Convention Centre at CentralWorld has launched a rooftop organic garden initiative to promote from farm-to-table concept and sustainability.

      

      
        Gourmet Market presents a journey to New Zealand
        Food lovers are invited to experience Kiwi gastronomy through premium quality products presented during "Taste Of New Zealand 2025" at three branches of Gourmet Market at Paragon, Emporium and EmQuartier, until June 29.

      

      
        Bangkok Foodies ups the ante for earthquake relief
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									New movies out this week: June 19-25

									'28 Years Later' is filmed with iPhones
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
								
[image: ]

Attack 13

Directed by Taweewat "Kui" Wantha.

Who's in it? 

Korranid "Aheye" Laosubinprasoet, Nichapalak "Lilly"  Thongkham, Veerinsara "Perth" Tangkitsuvanich and Tarisa  "Stang" Preechatangkit.

What's it about? 

A volleyball team captain and bully is found dead, hanging in the school gym. Her teammates must stop her father and a summoner from resurrecting her vengeful spirit

Why watch it?

13 Studio is making its debut.



[image: ]

28 Years Later

Directed by Danny Boyle.

Who's in it? 

Jack O'Connell, Ralph Fiennes and Aaron Taylor-Johnson.

What's it about? 

A group of survivors of the rage virus lives on a small island. When one of the group leaves the island on a mission into the mainland, he discovers secrets, wonders, and horrors that have mutated not only the infected but other survivors.

Why watch it? 

The trailer features a distinctive recording of the poem "Boots" by Rudyard Kipling, read by the actor Taylor Holmes in 1915. The poem's repetitive rhythm imagines the march of British soldiers during the Boer War and this recording of the poem is used by the US military to simulate the psychological distress of being held captive.



[image: ]

Midnight Sun

Directed by Young-Jun Cho.

Who's in it? 

Jung Ji So, Cha Hak Yeon, Jung Woong In and Jin Kyung.

What's it about?

Sheltered since childhood, a 17-year-old girl lives with a life-threatening sensitivity to sunlight. Her world opens up after dark when she ventures out to play her guitar for random travelers. One night, the girl encounters a young man whom she's secretly admired for years. As fate leads to a budding romance, she desperately tries to hide her condition from her unsuspecting new beau.

Why watch it?

A Korean movie that has a Japanese original story.



[image: ]

Elio

Directed by Adrian Molina, Madeline Sharafian and Domee Shi.

Who's in it? 

The voices of Yonas Kibreab, Zoe Saldana and Brad Garrett.

What's it about? 

Elio, a space fanatic with an active imagination, finds himself on a cosmic misadventure where he must form new bonds with alien lifeforms, navigate a crisis of intergalactic proportions and somehow discover who he is truly meant to be.

Why watch it? 

Elio's phone case is the rabbit from Pixar Animation Studios' short film, "Burrow" (2020).



[image: ]

Bride Hard

Directed by Simon West.

Who's in it? 

Rebel Wilson, Anna Camp and Anna Chlumsky.

What's it about? 

When a mercenary group takes a lavish wedding hostage, they have no idea what they are in for as the maid of honour is actually a secret agent ready to rain hell-fire upon anyone who would ruin her best friend's wedding.

Why watch it? 

Badass secret agent Sam is tasked with one of her hardest missions yet.



[image: ]

Ha Gom: The Darkness Of The Soul

Directed by Pongpat Wachirabunjong.

Who's in it? 

Chamaiporn Sitthiworanang, Kunkanich Khumkrong and Worawit Chantasen.

What's it about? 

A movie that will take you deep into the lust and shamelessness of human sins, which comes with the belief in "Pob", an evil spirit in the stories of the villagers in the Northeast, who are famous for possessing bodies and eating raw food, which is disgusting and feared by people all over the world. 

Why watch it?

Thai horror... need we say more?
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									Personal portals

									Emerging artists explore issues close to their heart  at 'Early Years Project #8'
								

								Organised by the Bangkok Art and Culture Centre (BACC) and the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA), Early Years Project is an annual event that aims to support and develop emerging artists.
								The eighth Early Year Project (EYP#8) returned with the theme "Be Your Own Island" in which eight artists created works within the main exhibition space of the 7th floor of BACC where no new structural additions were allowed. This challenge required the artists to work within the limitations and develop problem-solving skills in their creative process.

Among the eight artists at EYP#8, three -- Pipatpong Seepeng, Pitchapa Wangprasertkul and Yotsunthon Ruttapradid -- stood out for their presentation of issues that have a personal and social impact.

[image: Pipatpong Seepeng at 'Persona'.  Somchai Poomlard]
Pipatpong Seepeng at 'Persona'. 



Pipatpong Seepeng

'Persona'

Pipatpong is an illustrator and independent artist who suffered from delusions of parasitosis and hid his true self as a queer when he was young. Pipatpong said there is no exact explanation about his delusion. Since the age of 10, he felt itches and saw insects under his skin. He was cured two years ago after consulting a psychiatrist and admitting that it was a delusion.

Pipatpong studied at an all-boys school, so it was difficult for him to reveal his true self as a queer to male friends. He was worried that he might lose his friends if he came out of the closet. However, after watching movies related to LGBTI issues like Call Me By Your Name and Love Simon, he felt encouraged to embrace his identity and realised not to be ashamed. Therefore, he decided to come out of the closet and his close friends accepted his true identity.

"After I told my loved ones about my issues, I felt relieved. When I am under pressure, I feel there is nothing worse than when I thought I had insects under my skin. I was relieved to feel like a normal person," he said.

"Persona" was inspired by Pipatpong's personal experiences. He designed a space which features many zones, with each representing a layer of complicated feelings.

[image: 'Persona' features characters inspired by costumes of movie characters.]
'Persona' features characters inspired by costumes of movie characters.



"I think I want to transform the world in my brain to a physical world. The first layer or zone is beautiful. The next one is messy and full of emotions. The final portrays a balance between self-control and release," he explained.

At "Persona", there are sculptures on white platforms in the first zone. These characters were inspired by costumes of movie characters the artist likes such as Cruella de Vil from 101 Dalmatians, Ripley from The Talented Mr. Ripley and Hannibal Lecter from Hannibal. All sculptures have masks. Pipatpong explained that the sculptures explore the balance between masks people wear to fit into society.

[image: Personal portals]

The next zone is Out Of The Closet featuring dolls and doll costumes. As the title suggests, this zone represents how people choose who they want to be. Additionally, there is mural art and an instrumental music piece playing to depicts his private space. The final zone has a large doll hidden in the back. Pipatpong explained that this doll, which lies on the floor to escape from chaos, represents himself.

"Some visitors may feel uncomfortable to view a personal exhibit, but I believe it can inspire them. This exhibit touches on delicate and vulnerable topics, but they can be discussed. I hope there will be viewers who can relate to my work. They may have similar imaginations or interests and my work might touch them."

[image: Pitchapa Wangprasertkul at 'Things Left To Forget'.]
Pitchapa Wangprasertkul at 'Things Left To Forget'.



Pitchapa Wangprasertkul

'Things Left To Forget'

'Things Left To Forget" was inspired by Pitchapa's personal experience of domestic violence and physical abuse since being a primary student. Although it was not daily, the violence increased as she got older as she could endure more. Pitchapa realised that she was a victim of domestic violence after she told her friends who were frightened and told her that it was not normal.

"Things Left To Forget" displays installations made from fabric and mixed materials. Due to fabric and lace, the installations look delicate and feminine. However, visitors may feel chilled as the titles relate to painful experiences such as Bathroom, Clothes Hanger, Nail and Steering Wheel.

"I left home when I was a university student. It was tough because I did not have any money or job. I stayed at my friend's place. When I could stand on my feet, I rented an apartment."

Although she left home and stayed safe for years, Pitchapa continues to grind her teeth at night and has recurring nightmares of her childhood home and claustrophobia. She creates art to heal her psychological trauma.

[image: A performance by Pitchapa Wangprasertkul.]
A performance by Pitchapa Wangprasertkul.



"When I contacted my family, they told me that the past had been forgotten and that I should forget it too. Working on art helps me organise my thoughts and feelings. When I recall traumatic events, they sometimes trigger me to cry. However, I eventually came to see the traumatic events as outsiders so I could gradually distance myself from the pain."

In addition to installations, Pitchapa also has a special performance in which she hides herself in a futon and makes slow swaying movements. While watching the performance, viewers may feel uncomfortable and suffocated like victims of domestic violence.

"Most victims of domestic violence do not think about escaping their situation, so I want to tell these victims that they should take themselves out of that environment, especially when the situation becomes dangerous. Every victim should be their own best friend."

[image: Yotsunthon Ruttapradid with 'Hyper Inter Me'.]
Yotsunthon Ruttapradid with 'Hyper Inter Me'.



Yotsunthon Ruttapradid

'Hyper Inter Me'

'Hyper Inter Me" features several monitors which portray an endless stream of data on short video platforms.

"My inspiration came from the popularity of short video platforms such as TikTok, YouTube Shorts, Instagram Reels, Facebook Reels and Line Voom. Due to the abundance of short videos, people's focus and concentration span has decreased.

"Although algorithms track people's activities, viewers are not the ones who control the data because short videos are addictive and can make them lose track of time," he explained.

"Hyper Inter Me" consists of seven monitors. The Disaster Of Inaction is an edit of videos relating to wars and violence. Three monitors, called Save Digital Memory, show videos edited from records of his activities. Watch Yourself is content from his personal interest and Living Life Live Stream Performance displays livestreaming.

"I created 'Hyper Inter Me' to reflect myself. The installations can be entertaining or inspire viewers to think about their behaviour regarding social media platforms."

Early Years Project #8 runs at Main Exhibition Gallery, 7th Floor at Bangkok Art and Culture Centre until June 27. Admission is free. For more information, visit facebook.com/baccpage.

[image: Out Of The Closet by Pipatpong Seepeng.]
Out Of The Closet by Pipatpong Seepeng.
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									Centara Grand's rooftop garden delivers organic produce and savings

									
								

								Centara Grand and Bangkok Convention Centre at CentralWorld has launched a rooftop organic garden initiative to promote from farm-to-table concept and sustainability.
								The rooftop garden, located on the 26th floor, spans 1,296m2 and is the first of its kind within the Centara group, transforming previously unused space into a productive rooftop farm. The initiative reflects the hotel's forward-thinking approach to environmental sustainability and the long-term well-being of its guests.

Designed as an open-system greenhouse, the garden features a translucent roof for protection from rainfall and side openings to ensure optimal air circulation. All vegetables are cultivated using 100% organic methods, completely free from chemicals. The farming approach closely replicates natural conditions, allowing crops to grow as they would in nature.

Over the past year, the rooftop farm has harvested 467.2kg of butterhead lettuce, 421.1kg of green oak, 306.2kg of green cos, 132.3kg of red oak, 440.4kg of kale and 182.3kg of Italian basil.

From January to December 2024, the garden produced a total of 3,776kg of fresh vegetables -- resulting in cost savings of 897,310.30 baht compared to market prices.

[image: Centara Grand's rooftop garden delivers organic produce and savings]

Sustainability efforts extend further with the recycling of food waste from the staff cafeteria to create organic compost used in the cultivation process. This closed-loop system ensures all produce is chemical-free, safe and nutritious. A dedicated garden team oversees the crops, maintaining strict quality standards so guests can enjoy fresh, healthy ingredients.

The produce -- ranging from green butterhead and red oak to rocket (arugula) and a selection of herbs -- is featured in the hotel's dishes, bringing farm-to-table freshness to every meal. The initiative supports Centara Hotels & Resorts' broader commitment to sustainable hospitality and social responsibility.

Looking ahead, the hotel plans to introduce a composting machine in the coming year to further streamline the conversion of food waste into organic fertiliser. This next step is expected to enhance soil fertility, reduce waste and maintenance costs and support education in organic farming and sustainable resource management.

The initiative continues to grow as a model of environmental stewardship, fostering a greener future from the heart of Bangkok.

[image: Centara Grand's rooftop garden delivers organic produce and savings]
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									Gourmet Market presents a journey to New Zealand

									
								

								Food lovers are invited to experience Kiwi gastronomy through premium quality products presented during "Taste Of New Zealand 2025" at three branches of Gourmet Market at Paragon, Emporium and EmQuartier, until June 29.
								Held in collaboration with the Embassy of New Zealand, the campaign features a selection of foods, snacks and fruits, imported straight from the land of kiwis, known for producing safe, delicious and nutritious products in a responsible way.

Highlight products include premium chocolate from the Whittaker brand reputed for its cocoa beans and rich milk from the best milk farms, First Fresh's sweet and seedless persimmons, Zespri kiwis, Rockit apples and Envy apples.

Other items include orange roughy fish from New Zealand's deep oceans, Chesdale cheddar cheese crafted from the best quality milk, Nice & Natural muesli bars made from tasty and highly nutritious ingredients, Pic's peanut butter and Only Organic baby food supplements.

Also, the "You Hunt We Cook" counter in the Gourmet Market is serving a special dish, "Baked Herb Crusted Orange Roughy".

The menu offers a white flaky, tender succulent fish with an aromatic herb crusted exterior.

It is paired with butter sauteed asparagus and a fresh tasting lemon and capers cream sauce.

Visit facebook.com/GourmetMarketThailand.

[image: Baked Herb Crusted Orange Roughy. The Mall Group]
Baked Herb Crusted Orange Roughy. 
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									Bangkok Foodies ups the ante for earthquake relief

									
								

								Bangkok Foodies has partnered with some of Thailand's most celebrated chefs and culinary icons to create unforgettable experiences under "Meals For Myanmar", a bold and heartfelt campaign to help rebuild lives after the devastating earthquake that recently struck Myanmar.
								Launched in April and running throughout July, the initiative is offering incredible vouchers from creative and lifestyle brands.

They include a winery tour by GranMonte Vineyard and Winery, pro foodie video production by Turquoise Truck, a professional food photoshoot by Diego Arenas, a Thai Cheese & Charcuterie gourmet basket by Vivin, private chef classes by legendary Hanuman Aspler of Thaifoodmaster, and even a two-night stay and chef's tasting dinner for two at the Siam Hotel Bangkok.

The campaign is also expanding to Phuket and beyond, featuring top venues and must-grab deals for foodies across Thailand. The vouchers are being dropped progressively over via facebook.com/groups/BangkokFoodies and @bangkokfoodies (Instagram).

Rather than hosting a single auction event, the campaign follows a rolling weekly release format -- each voucher will be introduced with a teaser on the Bangkok Foodies channels, followed by a timely announcement.

This staggered release gives the community time to anticipate their favourite vendors, while ensuring each participating venue enjoys its moment in the spotlight. The format maintains ongoing momentum, builds excitement and allows for new entries to be added seamlessly throughout the campaign.

In the meantime, foodies and potential buyers can check the full list of participating vendors and deals, updated live with each new entry, including their status -- whether live, coming soon, sold or available for auction.

All proceeds raised will go directly to trusted rebuilding efforts on the ground with SONNE, a registered and verified NGO with years of experience in Myanmar, focused on education, health and infrastructure.

Visit bangkokfoodies.com/meals-for-myanmar.
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									A floral wonderland

									A trip to Tochigi, north of Tokyo, is an opportunity to take  in year-round blooms and mountain scenery
								

								Last month, I had a chance to visit two famous tourist attractions during my short stay in Tochigi prefecture, north of Tokyo.
								Around 80km from Haneda district in Tokyo, we arrived at Ashikaga city and spent several hours at Ashikaga Flower Park, one of Japan's most enchanting floral destinations.

[image: Tsutsuji Suspension Bridge is 130m long and 38m high. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
Tsutsuji Suspension Bridge is 130m long and 38m high. 



[image: The hot spring at the Grand Mercure Nasu Highlands Resort & Spa. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
The hot spring at the Grand Mercure Nasu Highlands Resort & Spa. 



Reputed for delivering a breathtaking floral spectacle all year round, the park is said to boast more than 30,000 tulips in early spring and a rainbow garden full of roses of more than 500 varieties, clematis and rhododendron later in the season.

At the beginning of summer, the park is filled with more than 200,000 Japanese iris flowers and 1,500 hydrangeas. Then, about 1,500 tropical water lilies bloom across the open-air pond from July to September.

In autumn, visitors can expect to get dazzled by beautiful purple flower fields as the park will be covered with 300,000 amethyst sage between October and November. In winter, the park attracts both locals and travellers to see an award-winning illumination show, which is presented from October to February.

The highlight of the park, however, is wisteria. Hailed as having the most beautiful wisteria in the world, the park houses three large 160-year-old wisteria trellises which span around 1,000m2, a rare double-petalled wisteria trellis, wisteria trained as garden trees and an 80m-long tunnel of white wisteria.

[image: Vibrant flowers bloom at Ashikaga Flower Park. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
Vibrant flowers bloom at Ashikaga Flower Park. 



[image: Azaleas bloom along the way to Tsutsuji Suspension Bridge. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
Azaleas bloom along the way to Tsutsuji Suspension Bridge. 



Wisteria is one of Japan's ancient flowering plants known for its cascading clusters of purple, violet, blue or white blooms. The best time to see them in full bloom at the park is from late April to mid-May. As we stopped by days after that period, we saw no hanging wisteria vines.

However, we were blessed with a sea of vivid red, pink, white and purple azalea bushes, not to mention vibrant flowers of many species including roses, clematis, rhododendrons and peonies that were blossoming throughout the park.

Ashikaga Flower Park opens daily from 10am to 5pm. Admission fee ranges from Y=400 to Y=2,300 (90 baht to 520 baht).

Less than 120km away from the park, we arrived at Nasu, a highland resort town located in the northeastern part of the prefecture.

This is a popular destination for Japanese people in Tokyo who want to take a break from city life and enjoy beautiful scenery. The town reminded me of Khao Yai, a national park only a 2.5-hour drive from Bangkok. It's a top pick for Thais wishing to spend a weekend close to nature.

Nasu has a variety of attractions including hot springs (or onsens), animal parks, museums and hiking trails. As it rained all morning on that day, we had to cancel our plan to take a ride on Nasu Ropeway to get to the highest peak in the Nasu mountain range.

Fortunately, we could capture panoramic views of the mountain range from Tsutsuji Suspension Bridge in the afternoon as the rain stopped and the sky was rather clear.

The bridge features a wooden walkway, with metal mesh flooring in the middle, that spans around 130m with a height of 38m above the forest floor.

[image: Azaleas. Patcharawalai Sanyanusin]
Azaleas.



It's a popular spot for nature enthusiasts to view azalea flowers in full bloom from mid-May to mid-June. We spotted many azalea shrubs that coloured the lush green landscape in pink, red and orange along the way to the bridge.

Actually, tsutsuji is a Japanese word for azalea, a subgroup within the rhododendron genus. The flowers are known in Thailand as kulap phanpi (thousand-year rose) and are mostly cultivated in cooler climates in the northern region.

Tsutsuji Suspension Bridge is open every day, free of charge. It is only around 4km from the Grand Mercure Nasu Highlands Resort & Spa where I spent two serene nights in a superior twin room with mountain view.

This is a 4-star hotel situated at the foot of Nasu mountain range. Its 13-storey building accommodates 189 spacious guestrooms of more than 36m2 each and 22 conference and banquet halls.

The hotel offers a blend of international standards and local charm for travellers. Its sole buffet restaurant on the top floor serves Western and Japanese fusion cuisine for breakfast, while the dinner buffet offers a rich variety of dishes presented with a modern flair.

Besides a lobby lounge for an evening social and a night cap, and indoor and outdoor playgrounds for children, the hotel offers natural hot springs or onsen, outdoor bath, public bath and sauna. After soaking in the hot spring, guests can relax in a serene lounge. This is a calm space gently lit by soft light that also presents flowing music and subtle fragrances.



Grand Mercure Nasu Highlands Resort & Spa is about 2.5 hours from Tokyo by car via Tohoku Expressway. Visit grand-mercure-nasuhighlands-resortandspa.jp.
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									'Jurassic World Rebirth' filmed in Thailand, boosting local economy

									
								

								The Department of Tourism is celebrating the release of a blockbuster movie Jurassic World: Rebirth (2025) filmed in Thailand from June to July 2024 with a production budget exceeding 400 million baht.
								The movie utilizes stunning locations across three southern provinces - Krabi, Phang Nga and Trang - showcasing Thailand's natural beauty. It created jobs for more than 2,245 Thais, including production crews and local service providers.

The announcement said the film's production benefited from Thailand's attractive incentive program, which offers a 20% cash rebate to foreign productions. This policy had been instrumental in drawing major international projects, helping to stimulate the local economy and promote Thailand as a premier filming destination.

Key filming sites included Khao Phanom Bencha National Park and Huai To Waterfall in Krabi, Koh Kradan in Trang and Ao Phang Nga National Park in Phang Nga. These locations provided the lush tropical forests, waterfalls and pristine beaches that form the backdrop for the movie's dinosaur-filled scenes. 

The movie is scheduled for worldwide release on July 2 this year and is expected to beneit tourism by highlighting Thailand's scenic landscapes. Local tourism operators anticipate increased visitor interest, especially in less-visited areas featured in the film, such as Ao Luek and Ban Bakan village in Krabi.

This surge is expected to boost hotel bookings and benefit local businesses, including tour operators and transport services, according to the anouncement.

Jurassic World: Rebirth, starring Scarlett Johansson, Mahershala Ali, Jonathan Bailey and Rupert Friend, continues the legacy of the globally successful franchise, bringing international attention to Thailand's unique natural heritage while contributing significantly to the country's film and tourism sectors.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: June 18-24

									12 new titles from Apple TV+, Max, Netflix and Prime Video
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								APPLE TV+

[image: ]

The Buccaneers: Season 2

Premieres on June 18

The girls from season 1 have been forced to grow up and now have to fight to be heard as they wrestle with romance, lust, jealousy, births and deaths.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

We Were Liars

Premieres on June 18 

Based on the best-selling novel by E. Lockhart, the series follows Cadence Sinclair Eastman and her tight-knit inner circle, nicknamed the Liars, during their summer escapades on her grandfather's New England private island. The Sinclairs are American royalty, known for their good looks, old money, and enviable bond, but after a mysterious accident changes Cadence's life forever, everyone, including her beloved Liars, seems to have something to hide.

[image: ]

Head Over Heels

Premieres on June 23 

Park Seong-A is a high school student by day and a shamaness by night. She feels stuck in a rut until she comes across handsome transfer student Bae Gyeon-U. Gyeon-U is exceptionally good-looking, but suffers from an unlucky fate. In Seong-A's shaman vision, Gyeon-U is upside down, indicating that his death is imminent. Seong-A falls head over heels in love for Gyeon-U and vows to save his life.



HBO/MAX

[image: ]

Conan O'Brien Must Go: Season 2

Premieres on June 19 

O'Brien surprises fans while also taking in local culture, cuisine and sights.

[image: ]

A Minecraft Movie

Premieres on June 20 

Welcome to the world of Minecraft, where creativity doesn't just help you craft, it's essential to one's survival! Four misfits, Garrett "The Garbage Man" Garrison, Henry, Natalie and Dawn, find themselves struggling with ordinary problems when they are suddenly pulled through a mysterious portal into the Overworld, a bizarre, cubic wonderland that thrives on imagination. To get back home, they'll have to master this world (and protect it from evil things like Piglins and Zombies, too) while embarking on a magical quest with an unexpected, expert crafter, Steve. Together, their adventure will challenge all five to be bold and to reconnect with the qualities that make each of them uniquely creative... the very skills they need to thrive back in the real world.

[image: ]

The Brutalist

Premieres on June 21 

Escaping post-war Europe, a visionary architect settles in Pennsylvania, where a wealthy and prominent industrialist recognises his talent for building. But power and legacy come at a heavy cost.

[image: ]

The Gilded Age: Season 3

Premieres on June 23 

Marian Brook, a rural girl, moves to New York after her father's death. However, things get complicated when she must assimilate into the clan of a railroad tycoon.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

The Waterfront

Premieres on June 19 

A prominent North Carolina fishing family wades into treacherous waters to keep their crumbling business empire afloat.

[image: ]

Captive Heart

Premieres on June 19

A wealthy Black woman in Canada gets kidnapped and sold into slavery in the American South. 

[image: ]

Olympo

Premieres on June 20 

The lives of high-performing athletes at a sports centre, exploring the extreme lengths they go to achieve success.

[image: ]

KPop Demon Hunters

Premieres on June 20 

When K-pop superstars Rumi, Mira and Zoey aren't selling out stadiums, they're using their secret powers to protect their fans from supernatural threats.

[image: ]

Semi-soeter

Premieres on June 20

Power couple Jaci and JP find themselves in a bumpy predicament when a new work pitch for a baby brand forces them to play the perfect pretend parents.
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									World's first art-filled rocket successfully launched

									Chinese artist Jacky Tsai's work enters outer space
								

								A collaborative project between multimedia Chinese artist Jacky Tsai and Chinese aerospace company LandSpace has successfully launched the world's first art-painted orbital rocket into space recently.
								[image: ]

A rocket painted with original artwork by Tsai, the "ZQ-2E Y2" (Zhuque-2 Enhanced, Flight 2)  measuring nearly 50 metres in height, was launched from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in China and crossed the Karman line (100km altitude), officially entering outer space. This marks the first time in history that an entire orbital rocket has been treated as a complete work of art and launched successfully.

[image: ]

The artwork, themed on the Chinese legend "Chang'e Flying to the Moon", draws inspiration from the traditional myth of Chang'e, reimagined through bold visual language and vibrant colours. The rocket's full body features dynamic compositions of Chang'e, the moon palace and flying celestial beings blending Eastern narrative with contemporary aesthetics. Unlike past symbolic decorations or partial decals, this project represents a full-body, integrated artistic transformation of a near-50m launch vehicle.

[image: ]

Tsai worked closely with engineers to apply aerospace-grade paint and advanced production methods, ensuring the artwork remained vivid and intact under extreme launch conditions. "To witness my artwork launched into space on a real rocket is one of the most emotional moments of my career. Through this project, I hope to send our shared dreams and imagination truly into the cosmos," said Tsai.

[image: ]

Some segments of the painted rocket body were recovered from Earth after stage separation, serving as tangible evidence of this pioneering art experiment. The project marks a symbolic breakthrough in the integration of space exploration and visual art.
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									Centara Grand Ladprao highlights Thai soft power

									'Splash Hotel Soft Power Showcase 2025' runs until July 15
								

								Centara Grand at Central Plaza Ladprao Bangkok is hosting the first edition of "Splash Hotel Soft Power Showcase 2025", under the theme "Thai Art [?] Thai Cuisine: Eat Food Like Medicine" until July 15.
								[image: ]
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The official opening ceremony was held at the Ladprao Suite, M Floor, Centara Grand at Central Plaza Ladprao Bangkok. The key attendees include Supatra Chirathivat, director of Central Plaza Hotel and executive advisor to Central Group, and Dr Sumet Tantivejkul, secretary-general of the Chaipattana Foundation. 

[image: ]

The event highlights two of the biggest Thai soft powers, namely food and art. Chiang Mai-based artist Jay Surasen, recipient of the prestigious Petch Siam Award in 2015, brings 60 of his impressionist paintings, showcasing Lanna charms to Bangkok, instead of going to his gallery. 

[image: ]

His natural landscape works are reminiscent of Claude Monet but he captures tropical scenes and he doesn't mind the comparison. The exhibition, "Nature's Charm, Floral Allure" is on display until July 15, at Centara Grand at Central Plaza Ladprao Bangkok and at Suan Bua Restaurant.

[image: ]

On the food front, chef Nim Pairin Hahingsa from Suan Bua Restaurant showcases the medicinal properties of Thai food while Wandee Culinary School offers insights into Thai cuisine education. Beverage-wise, the award-winning Thai brand GranMonte and Devanom are showcasing their wines and sato, respectively. 

[image: ]

This event is part of the broader "Thacca Splash - Soft Power Showcase 2025", organised by the Thailand Creative Culture Agency (Thacca), which aims to promote Thailand's 11 key soft power industries (food, sports, festivals, tourism, music, literature, films, games, art, design and fashion) and promote Thailand as a global hub of creativity and culture.
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