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Supreme Court Upholds Tennessee Ban on Transgender Care for Minors

The justices ruled that the state's law, which prohibited some medical treatments for transgender youths, did not violate equal protection principles.

A group demonstrating outside the Supreme Court as the case on medical treatments for transgender youths was argued in December. Maansi Srivastava for The New York Times



By Adam Liptak
Reporting from Washington


Jun 18, 2025 at 03:32 PM

The Supreme Court on Wednesday upheld a Tennessee law that prohibits some medical treatments for transgender youths, rejecting arguments that it violated the Constitution and shielding similar laws in more than 20 other states.

The decision, which came amid the Trump administration's fierce assaults on transgender rights, was a bitter setback for their proponents, who only five years ago celebrated a decision by the court to protect transgender people from workplace discrimination.

The vote was 6 to 3, with the court's three liberal members in dissent. Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., writing for the majority, acknowledged the "fierce scientific and policy debates about the safety, efficacy and propriety of medical treatments in an evolving field. The voices in these debates raise sincere concerns; the implications for all are profound."

But he said these questions should be resolved by "the people, their elected representatives and the democratic process."

The Tennessee law, enacted in 2023, prohibits medical providers from prescribing puberty-delaying medication, offering hormone therapy or performing surgery to treat gender dysphoria, the psychological distress caused by incongruence between experienced gender and that assigned at birth. It was part of a sweeping national pushback to expanding rights for transgender people. Since then, debates about military service, athletics, bathrooms and pronouns have played a role in President Trump's second-term agenda.

In dissent, Justice Sonia Sotomayor wrote that Wednesday's decision could have tragic consequences.

"If left untreated, gender dysphoria can lead to severe anxiety, depression, eating disorders, substance abuse, self-harm and suicidality," she wrote in an opinion joined by Justices Elena Kagan and Ketanji Brown Jackson. 

In a measure of the shifting politics around transgender issues, the Biden administration had argued against the Tennessee law. After Mr. Trump returned to office, he issued an executive order directing agencies to take steps to curtail surgeries, hormone therapy and other gender transition care for youths under 19. And in February, his administration formally reversed the government's position in the case and urged the justices to uphold the law.

The doctor and three families who sued to challenge the Tennessee law said it discriminated based on both sex and transgender status in violation of the Constitution's equal protection clause, which requires states to have a valid reason for treating similarly situated people differently. They noted that the law specified that the prohibited treatments were allowed when undertaken for reasons other than gender transition care.

Chase Strangio, a lawyer with the American Civil Liberties Union who had argued on behalf of the plaintiffs, said the decision was a grave disappointment. "Today's ruling is a devastating loss for transgender people, our families and everyone who cares about the Constitution," he said in a statement.

Jonathan Skrmetti, Tennessee's attorney general, said the decision was a welcome victory. "In today's historic Supreme Court win, the common sense of Tennessee voters prevailed over judicial activism," he said in a statement.

In adopting the law, Tennessee lawmakers said the treatments had not been adequately examined in long-term medical studies and posed dangers to minors who lacked the maturity to make informed judgments.

Systematic reviews commissioned by international health bodies have consistently found that the evidence of the benefits of the treatments is weak, as is the evidence on the potential harms. Long-term risks can include the loss of fertility and the possibility that adolescents may regret their decisions down the line.

But while the published medical evidence in support of transgender care is limited, many clinicians who provide it say it can be beneficial and even lifesaving.

Hostility to transgender rights played a central role in Mr. Trump's last presidential campaign and in the early months of his administration. At his inauguration, he announced that "it will henceforth be the official policy of the United States government that there are only two genders: male and female."

He followed up with executive orders withdrawing federal support for transition care and banning transgender troops from military service. Democrats have struggled to respond, as polls indicate broad discomfort on transgender issues, particularly when minors are involved.

Sometimes Democrats have appeared eager to change the topic. Responding to Wednesday's decision, Senator Chuck Schumer, the Democratic leader, said on social media that "Republicans' cruel crusade against trans kids is all an attempt to divert attention from ripping healthcare away from millions of Americans."

The six opinions in the decision, spanning 113 pages, were mostly devoted to whether the law should be subjected to searching judicial scrutiny to determine if it violated the Constitution. Most laws challenged on equal protection grounds must satisfy only a very relaxed standard, "rational basis scrutiny," requiring only that legislatures have some basis for drawing distinctions. Under that standard, almost any justification for the law will do.

The Supreme Court has said that a more demanding standard, "heightened scrutiny," is called for in assessing laws that discriminate based on sex. In such cases, states must show that the law serves an important government objective and that the discrimination is substantially related to achieving it. A key question in the case, therefore, was whether the Tennessee law in fact discriminated on the basis of sex.

Chief Justice Roberts wrote that the law drew distinctions based only on age and types of medical treatments. 

Justice Sotomayor responded that the law directly took account of sex. 

She added that Wednesday's ruling was at odds with a 2020 decision, Bostock v. Clayton County, in which a majority opinion written by Justice Neil M. Gorsuch concluded that a federal civil rights law protecting workers from sex discrimination applied to transgender employees.

The plaintiffs in the case involving the Tennessee law also argued that heightened scrutiny was warranted on a second basis -- because the law discriminates based on transgender status. The Supreme Court has never before recognized transgender status as a class that requires more demanding scrutiny, and Chief Justice Roberts declined to address the issue of whether it should do so now, saying instead that the law does not discriminate on that basis.

Justice Amy Coney Barrett, joined by Justice Clarence Thomas, said the court should have considered whether transgender status warrants heightened scrutiny and ruled that it does not. By failing to do so, Justice Barrett said the court had left a whole range of other laws that she indicated were plainly constitutional -- including ones on bathrooms and sports -- vulnerable to future litigation.

 

In returning the question of transition care for minors to the states, the majority echoed the court's approach in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, the 2022 decision that overturned the constitutional right to abortion. In both settings, the court ruled, elected officials rather than judges should have the last word.

The upshot will be a patchwork of laws, with both abortion and transition care largely banned in states led by Republicans but mostly permitted in ones led by Democrats.

After the Tennessee law passed, some families began making regular trips out of state to clinics that did not face similar restrictions. Others packed up and moved out of the state altogether.

People who received transition care in Tennessee before the law took effect said they counted themselves lucky but now were worried about the youths still in the state.

"Seeing kids who look like me, have the same struggle as me, not have the same hope is very hard," said Eli Givens, who received care at 17 and testified against the bill a year later.

Azeen Ghorayshi contributed reporting from New York, and Emily Cochrane from Nashville.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/18/us/politics/supreme-court-trans-children.html
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Iran Rejects Trump's Call for 'Surrender' in War With Israel

President Trump did not rule out U.S. military intervention on behalf of Israel, saying, "Nobody knows what I'm going to do."

Tehran, the Iranian capital, after an Israeli strike on Wednesday. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times



By Matthew Mpoke Bigg, Natan Odenheimer and Michael Levenson



Jun 18, 2025 at 10:43 PM

Iran's supreme leader on Wednesday defiantly rejected President Trump's demand for an "unconditional surrender," and warned against any American military intervention in Israel's escalating war with Iran, now in its sixth day.

"Intelligent people who know Iran, the nation and the history of Iran, will never speak to this nation in the language of threats, because the Iranian nation cannot be surrendered," the supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, said in a televised statement, according to state media. "The Americans should know that any U.S. military intervention will undoubtedly be accompanied by irreparable damage."

His remarks came a day after Mr. Trump raised the possibility of killing Mr. Khamenei but said he would not do so, "at least for now." On Wednesday, Mr. Trump continued to hold out the possibility that the United States might join Israel's war against Iran.

"Nobody knows what I'm going to do," he said.

Even as they traded threats, U.S. and Iranian officials sent conflicting signals on Wednesday about their willingness to engage in diplomacy.

Mr. Trump said the Iranians had reached out to him and that the two sides might meet, though he did not provide details. While he castigated the Iranians for not agreeing sooner to a deal to limit their nuclear program, he told reporters on the White House lawn that "nothing's too late."

Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Khamenei, delivering a message to the people of Iran on Wednesday. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


Iran's mission to the United Nations appeared to dismiss the possibility of talks with the United States. "No Iranian official has ever asked to grovel at the gates of the White House," it said.

"Iran does NOT negotiate under duress, shall NOT accept peace under duress, and certainly NOT with a has-been warmonger clinging to relevance," the mission said in a statement on social media, calling Mr. Trump's threat against the country's supreme leader "cowardly."

But a senior official from Iran's Foreign Ministry, who asked that his name not be used because he was not authorized to speak publicly, said that Iran would be open to meeting with U.S. negotiators. The official said the Iranian foreign minister, Abbas Araghchi, would accept such a meeting to discuss a cease-fire with Israel.

On Wednesday evening, two planes belonging to the Iranian government landed in Oman after leaving Iranian airspace, according to FlightRadar24, a flight tracking service. A third plane, owned by Meraj Airlines, an Iranian company, also landed in Oman on Wednesday evening. Oman regularly mediates between Iran and the United States during times of tension. It was not known who was on the planes.

Gideon Saar, Israel's foreign minister, told reporters that "no negotiations" were taking place with Iran, and that Israel's military campaign would continue "until we will achieve our goals."

Mr. Trump, who has promised to keep the United States out of foreign wars, had been trying to negotiate a deal with the Iranians to curtail its nuclear program when Israel began bombing Iran on Friday. Iran then put those talks on hold.

Since then, Israeli forces have carried out round after round of airstrikes, killing at least 11 senior Iranian military commanders and several Iranian nuclear scientists, damaging nuclear enrichment sites, missile launchers and some energy infrastructure. Israel says it is determined to continue attacking Iran to eliminate the threat from its missiles and to prevent it from developing a nuclear bomb, which it says would threaten Israel's survival.

Iran has responded by firing missiles and drones at Israel, including about 30 ballistic missiles that were launched in two barrages after midnight and two waves of drones on Wednesday morning. Most of the missiles and all the drones were intercepted by Israel's air defenses, Israeli officials said. There were no immediate reports of casualties, and Iran's missile salvos appeared to be limited, compared with earlier attacks.

A bomb shelter during an Iranian missile attack in Rishpon, Israel, on Wednesday. Avishag Shaar-Yashuv for The New York Times


Israel's military said on Wednesday that more than 50 of its warplanes had hit targets in the Iranian capital, Tehran, including a nuclear centrifuge plant. The Iranian authorities did not immediately comment on the claim, although the International Atomic Energy Agency confirmed that two centrifuge plants had been hit.

One building was struck at the Tehran Research Center, where advanced rotors for devices used to enrich uranium have been manufactured and tested, the I.A.E.A. said. Two buildings were destroyed at a workshop in Karaj, northwest of Tehran, where other components were manufactured, it said.

After those strikes, the Israeli military said that more military jets were flying over western Iran, targeting Iranian operatives it says were trying to collect munitions from sites that Israel had previously struck.

In a videotaped statement on Wednesday, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel praised Israelis, who have been running into bomb shelters over the past several days, for their "steadfast spirit." He also thanked Mr. Trump.

"I thank him for standing by our side, and I thank him for the support that the United States is providing us in defending the skies of Israel," Mr. Netanyahu said. "We talk continuously, including last night. We had a very warm conversation."

Some American diplomats have begun leaving Israel amid the war. On Wednesday, Mike Huckabee, the American ambassador to Israel, issued an "urgent notice" to American citizens hoping to leave Israel, informing them that the United States Embassy in Jerusalem was working to evacuate them on planes and cruise ships.

Despite the danger from Iran's ballistic missiles, morale among Israelis appeared to be soaring, with many expressing support for the war.

"There is unity from wall to wall in Israel over the campaign to remove the Iranian nuclear threat," Matan Kahana, a centrist lawmaker and former fighter pilot who is part of the opposition to Mr. Netanyahu, said in an interview. "Now people are asking, 'Why didn't we do it earlier?'"

A closed bazaar in Tehran this week. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


In Iran, the Israeli strikes have spurred thousands to flee Tehran. Asad, an engineer from Tehran in his 20s, who asked to use only his nickname for security reasons, said in text messages that many residents who had not left were huddling in their homes, and that the city felt "deserted." Shops have closed and security forces have been enforcing checkpoints on the streets, he said.

Although he does not know anyone who had been hurt in Israeli airstrikes, Asad said, a friend's windows were shattered in a blast. The danger, he said, "keeps getting closer and closer."

Reporting was contributed by Farnaz Fassihi, Qasim Nauman, Tyler Pager, Ephrat Livni, Isabel Kershner, Patrick Kingsley, Johnatan Reiss, Liam Stack, David E. Sanger, Richard Perez-Pena and Leily Nikounazar.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/18/world/middleeast/israel-iran-war-us.html
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How Trump Shifted on Iran Under Pressure From Israel

President Trump spent the first months of his term holding back Israel's push for an assault on Iran's nuclear program. With the war underway, his posture has gyrated as he weighs sending in the U.S. military.

Smoke from explosions after Israel's attacks on Tehran on Sunday. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times



By Jonathan Swan, Maggie Haberman, Mark Mazzetti and Ronen Bergman



Jun 17, 2025 at 05:16 PM

By the end of last month, American spy agencies monitoring Israel's military activities and discussions among the country's political leadership had come to a striking conclusion: Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was planning for an imminent attack on Iran's nuclear program, with or without the participation of the United States.

Mr. Netanyahu had spent more than a decade warning that an overwhelming military assault was necessary before Iran reached the point that it could quickly build a nuclear weapon. Yet he had always backed down after multiple American presidents, fearful of the consequences of another conflagration in the Middle East, told him the United States would not assist in an attack.

But this time, the American intelligence assessment was that Mr. Netanyahu was preparing not just a limited strike on the nuclear facilities, but a far more expansive attack that could imperil the Iranian regime itself -- and that he was prepared to go it alone.

The intelligence left President Trump facing difficult choices. He had become invested in a diplomatic push to persuade Iran to give up its nuclear ambitions, and had already swatted down one attempt by Mr. Netanyahu, in April, to convince him that the time was right for a military assault on Iran. During a strained phone call in late May, Mr. Trump again warned the Israeli leader against a unilateral attack that would short-circuit the diplomacy.

But over the last several weeks, it became increasingly apparent to Trump administration officials that they might not be able to stop Mr. Netanyahu this time, according to interviews with key players in the administration's deliberations over how to respond and others familiar with their thinking. At the same time, Mr. Trump was getting impatient with Iran over the slow pace of negotiations and beginning to conclude that the talks might go nowhere.

Contrary to Israeli claims, senior administration officials were unaware of any new intelligence showing that the Iranians were rushing to build a nuclear bomb -- a move that would justify a pre-emptive strike. But seeing they would most likely not be able to deter Mr. Netanyahu and were no longer driving events, Mr. Trump's advisers weighed alternatives.

At one end of the spectrum was sitting back and doing nothing and then deciding on next steps once it became clear how much Iran had been weakened by the attack. At the other end was joining Israel in the military assault, possibly to the point of forcing regime change in Iran.

Mr. Trump chose a middle course, offering Israel as-yet undisclosed support from the U.S. intelligence community to carry out its attack and then turning up the pressure on Tehran to give immediate concessions at the negotiating table or face continued military onslaught.

Five days after Israel launched its attack, Mr. Trump's posture continues to gyrate. The administration at first distanced itself from the strikes, then grew more publicly supportive as Israel's initial military success became evident.

Now Mr. Trump is seriously considering sending American aircraft in to help refuel Israeli combat jets and to try to take out Iran's deep-underground nuclear site at Fordo with 30,000-pound bombs -- a step that would mark a stunning turnabout from his opposition just two months ago to any military action while there was still a chance of a diplomatic solution.

A part of Tehran that was damaged in Israeli strikes last week. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


The story of what led up to the Israeli strike is one of two leaders in Mr. Trump and Mr. Netanyahu who share a common goal -- preventing Iran from getting a nuclear bomb -- but who are wary of each other's motives. They speak often in public about their strong political and personal bonds, and yet the relationship has long been beset by mistrust.

Interviews with two dozen officials in the United States, Israel and the Persian Gulf region show how Mr. Trump vacillated for months over how and whether to contain Mr. Netanyahu's impulses as he confronted the first foreign policy crisis of his second term. It was a situation he faced with a relatively inexperienced circle of advisers handpicked for loyalty.

This year he told a political ally that Mr. Netanyahu was trying to drag him into another Middle East war -- the type of war he promised during his presidential campaign last year he would keep America out of.

But he also came to believe the Iranians were playing him in the diplomatic negotiations, much as President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia did as Mr. Trump sought a cease-fire and peace deal in Ukraine.

And when Israel chose war, Mr. Trump cycled from skepticism about attaching himself too closely to Mr. Netanyahu to inching toward joining him in dramatically escalating the conflict, even bucking the view that there is no immediate nuclear threat from Iran.

As he rushed back to Washington from a Group of 7 summit in Canada early on Tuesday morning, Mr. Trump took issue with an element of public testimony of Tulsi Gabbard, his director of national intelligence, that the intelligence community did not believe Iran was actively building nuclear weapons even as it enriches uranium that could ultimately be used for a nuclear arsenal. "I don't care what she said," Mr. Trump told reporters. "I think they were very close to having them."

For Mr. Netanyahu, the last several months brought to an end years of trying to cajole the United States into backing or at least tolerating his long-held desire to deal Iran's nuclear program a crippling blow. He appears to have judged, correctly, that Mr. Trump would ultimately come around, if only grudgingly.

Beyond the lives lost and destruction wrought, the crisis has also laid bare schisms within Mr. Trump's party between those inclined to reflexively defend Israel, America's closest ally in the region, and those determined to keep the United States from getting further mired in the Middle East's cycle of violence.

In the middle was Mr. Trump, determined to block Iran's path to a bomb and caught between cultivating his own image of strength and the potential strategic and political consequences of acting aggressively against Iran.

Asked for comment, a White House spokesman pointed to public comments made by Mr. Trump about not allowing Iran to obtain a nuclear weapon.

'I Think We Might Have to Help Him'

When Mr. Trump met with his top advisers at the wooded presidential retreat of Camp David late on Sunday, June 8, to review the fast-evolving situation, the C.I.A. director, John Ratcliffe, provided a blunt assessment.

It was highly likely, he said, that Israel would soon strike Iran, with or without the United States, according to two people familiar with the briefing, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe a confidential discussion.

The president sat at the head of the table in a rustic conference room inside Laurel Lodge. There were no slides, only maps prepared by the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Dan Caine. For two and a half hours, he and Mr. Ratcliffe described their expectation of an imminent Israeli attack. Ms. Gabbard was on National Guard duty that weekend and was not included in the meeting.

John Ratcliffe, the C.I.A. director, provided a blunt assessment of the fast-evolving situation between Iran and Israel at Camp David in June. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


Mr. Trump's advisers had been preparing for this moment. In late May, they had seen intelligence that made them concerned that Israel was going to move ahead with a major assault on Iran, regardless of what the president was trying to achieve diplomatically with Tehran.

Based on that intelligence, Vice President JD Vance and Marco Rubio, in his joint role as secretary of state and national security adviser, encouraged an effort to give the president a range of options so he could make quick decisions if necessary about the scope of American involvement.

Mr. Ratcliffe's intelligence-gathering efforts went into overdrive. And in the two weeks leading up to the Camp David meeting, Mr. Trump's top advisers met multiple times to get on the same page about what the menu of potential options might be.

The day after the Camp David meeting, Monday, June 9, Mr. Trump got on the phone with Mr. Netanyahu. The Israeli leader was unequivocal: The mission was a go.

Mr. Netanyahu laid out his intentions at a high level, according to three people with knowledge of the call. He made clear that Israel had forces on the ground inside Iran.

Mr. Trump was impressed by the ingenuity of the Israeli military planning. He made no commitments, but after he got off the call, he told advisers, "I think we might have to help him."

Still, the president was torn over what to do next, and quizzed advisers throughout the week. He had wanted to manage Iran on his own terms, not Mr. Netanyahu's, and he had professed confidence in his deal-making abilities. But he had come to believe that the Iranians were stringing him along.

Unlike some in the anti-interventionist wing of his party, Mr. Trump was never of the view that America could live with, and contain, an Iran with a nuclear bomb. He shared Mr. Netanyahu's view that Iran was an existential threat to Israel. Mr. Netanyahu, he told aides, was going to do what was necessary to protect his country.

The Diplomatic Route

Israel had begun preparing in December for an attack on Iran, after the decimation of Hezbollah, an Iranian proxy, and the collapse of the Assad regime in Syria, opening up airspace for a bombing campaign.

Mr. Netanyahu made his first visit of the second Trump term to the White House on Feb. 4. He presented a gold-plated pager to Mr. Trump and a silver-plated pager to Mr. Vance -- the same devices the Israelis had secretly packed with explosives and sold to unwitting Hezbollah operatives who would later be maimed and killed in a devastating remote-control attack on the Iran-backed Lebanese group. (Mr. Trump later told an ally he was disturbed by the gift.)

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel and President Trump at a news conference at the White House in February.  Tierney L. Cross for The New York Times


Mr. Netanyahu gave Mr. Trump a presentation about Iran in the Oval Office, walking him through images of the country's various nuclear sites.

Israeli intelligence showed that Iran was making cruder and faster efforts to get to a nuclear weapon, and the weaker the Iranians got, the closer they moved to the bomb. In terms of the enrichment of uranium, Iran was days away from where it needed to be, but there were other components it required to complete the weapon.

The Israelis made an additional argument to Mr. Trump: If you want diplomacy to succeed you have to prepare for a strike, so there is real force behind the negotiations. Privately, they fretted that Mr. Trump would take what they viewed as an inadequate deal with Iran, similar to the 2015 deal negotiated by President Barack Obama, and that he would then declare mission accomplished. Mr. Netanyahu told Mr. Trump that the Iranians would be able to rebuild their air defenses that were destroyed during an Israeli attack in October, adding to the urgency.

After his election in November, Mr. Trump had named a close friend, Steve Witkoff, as his Middle East envoy, and gave him the job of trying to reach a deal with Iran. Mr. Trump, elected on a platform that promised to avoid military entanglements abroad, seemed to relish the idea of coming to a diplomatic resolution.

From the beginning of the administration, the Iranians were putting out feelers from a handful of countries to open a diplomatic path with the new administration. Then Mr. Trump made his own dramatic move: He sent a letter to Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

In early March, visitors to the Oval Office or guests on Air Force One were regaled by Mr. Trump about his "beautiful letter" to the ayatollah. One visitor treated to a live rendition recalled the letter's basic message as: I don't want war. I don't want to blow you off the map. I want a deal.

Mr. Trump knew he was wading into dangerous political territory. More than perhaps any other subject, the Israel-Iran issue splits Mr. Trump's coalition, pitting an anti-interventionist faction, led by media figures like the influential podcast host Tucker Carlson, against anti-Iran conservatives like the radio host Mark Levin.

But inside the administration, despite much hype about disagreements between "Iran hawks" and "doves," ideological divisions were far less important than they were in Mr. Trump's first term, when officials like Defense Secretary Jim Mattis and Secretary of State Rex Tillerson viewed the president as reckless and in need of being restrained from his impulses.

This time, nobody on Mr. Trump's senior team played anything like that role. The new team generally supported Mr. Trump's instincts and worked to carry them out. There were differences of opinion, to be sure, but few if any heated showdowns over Iran policy.

Mr. Rubio and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth were always deferential to the president's views, even if Mr. Hegseth, who has a close relationship with Mr. Netanyahu, was more trusting of the Israelis than some of his colleagues.

Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, in Tehran last year. Mr. Trump wrote a letter to the Mr. Khamenei, with the basic message as: I don't want war. I don't want to blow you off the map. I want a deal. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


Mr. Vance warned repeatedly about the prospect of the United States getting entangled in a regime change war, but even those on the team who had historically supported a more muscular stance against Iran backed Mr. Witkoff's diplomacy. Mr. Trump's tough-on-Iran national security adviser at the time, Mike Waltz, nonetheless had a close working relationship with the more dovish Mr. Witkoff.

On the intelligence side, Mr. Ratcliffe delivered information without weighing in on one side or the other. And while everyone knew that Ms. Gabbard was as anti-interventionist as they come, she rarely pushed that view on the president.

In April, the Trump team began a series of negotiations in Oman, with the U.S. side of the talks led by Mr. Witkoff, along with Michael Anton, the director of policy planning at the State Department. By the end of May, the Trump team had delivered a written proposal to the Iranians.

It called for Iran to ultimately stop all enrichment of uranium and proposed the creation of a regional consortium to produce nuclear power that would potentially involve Iran, the United States and other Gulf states like Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

Keeping Military Options

Even as Mr. Trump pursued a diplomatic solution, he seemed persuaded by one thing the Israelis had said to him: having credible military options would give him a stronger hand in negotiations with Iran.

Options for taking out Iran's nuclear sites already existed inside the Pentagon, but after taking office in January the president authorized U.S. Central Command to coordinate with the Israelis on further refining and developing them.

By the middle of February, in coordination with the Israelis, Gen. Michael Erik Kurilla, the head of Central Command, had developed three main options. The first and most minimal was U.S. refueling and intelligence support for an Israeli mission. The second was Israeli and American joint strikes. The third was a U.S.-led mission with Israel in a supporting role. It would have involved American B-1 and B-2 bombers, carrier aircraft and cruise missiles launched from submarines.

There was also a fourth option, quickly discarded, that included, in addition to large-scale U.S. strikes, an Israeli commando raid with air support from American Osprey helicopters or other aircraft options.

People are marching after Israel-Iran attacks in Tehran, Iran on Saturday. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


But as Mr. Witkoff pursued negotiations with Tehran, mediated by Oman, the Israelis grew impatient.

Mr. Netanyahu made a quick visit to Mr. Trump at the White House in April. Among other requests, he asked for the American bunker-buster bomb to destroy the underground nuclear site at Fordo.

Mr. Trump, intent at the time on giving diplomacy a chance, was unpersuaded and in the days after the meeting, his team made a full-court press to stop the Israelis from launching pre-emptive strikes against Iran. The message from Mr. Trump's team was blunt: You cannot just go and do this on your own. There are too many implications for us. These were tense conversations, but Mr. Trump's advisers thought the Israelis had absorbed their message.

The president was concerned that Israel would strike out on its own or scuttle his diplomacy if Mr. Netanyahu did not like where his deal was heading. The Trump team also worried about what would happen if Israel launched strikes against Iran but failed to destroy all of its nuclear facilities.

But planning in Israel went ahead, driven in part by concern that Iran was rapidly building up its store of ballistic missiles that could be used for retaliatory attacks. Soon, U.S. intelligence agencies had amassed enough information to present it to Mr. Trump. The briefings got the president's attention, and became the backdrop to the tense phone call in late May, during which Mr. Trump vented his unhappiness at Mr. Netanyahu.

Patience With Diplomacy Wears Thin

By that point, Mr. Vance was telling associates that he was worried about a potential regime change war, which he considered a dangerous escalation that could spiral out of control.

Mr. Vance had come to view a conflict between Israel and Iran as inevitable. The vice president was open to the possibility of supporting a targeted Israeli strike, but his concerns that it would grow into a more drawn-out war increased as the likely date of a strike approached, according to two people with knowledge of his thinking.

He turned his attention toward trying to keep America out of the conflict as much as possible beyond intelligence sharing. He worked closely with Mr. Trump's inner circle, including Mr. Rubio, Mr. Hegseth and Susie Wiles, the White House chief of staff, to figure out contingency plans to protect American personnel in the region.

After his election in November, Mr. Trump named a close friend, Steve Witkoff, as his Middle East envoy and gave him the job of trying to reach a deal with Iran. Eric Lee/The New York Times


As May turned to June, Mr. Witkoff told colleagues that the United States and Iran were on the brink of a deal. But on Wednesday, June 4, Mr. Khamenei rejected the U.S. proposal. Mr. Trump was beginning to feel as if the Iranians were not serious about a deal, advisers said.

That same day, Mr. Levin, the conservative radio host, met with Mr. Trump and several of his advisers in the dining room adjoining the Oval Office. He had been an influential force in presenting an anti-Iran view to the president. The conversation with Mr. Levin appeared to have made an impression on the president, advisers said.

After that meeting, Mr. Trump told aides he wanted to give the deal talks a bit more of a chance. But his patience was wearing thin.

That Friday, his team scheduled a Sunday meeting in the privacy of Camp David.

A Rapid Change in Posture

Publicly, Mr. Trump was still stressing the importance of giving diplomacy a chance. And while doing so was not intended to deceive the Iranians about the immediacy of a potential attack from Israel, the possibility that it might keep Iran from going on heightened alert was a welcome side effect, a U.S. official involved in the discussions said.

But last Wednesday, there was no indication of any negotiated breakthrough, and by that point Mr. Trump's inner circle knew the attack would start the next day.

In some private conversations, Mr. Trump questioned the wisdom of the Israeli decision to attack. "I don't know about Bibi," he told one associate, adding that he had warned him against the strikes.

Mr. Trump joined his national security team in the White House Situation Room on Thursday evening as the first wave of strikes was unfolding, and was still keeping his options open. Earlier that day he was telling advisers and allies that he still wanted to get a deal with Iran.

The first official statement from the administration after the strikes came not from Mr. Trump but from Mr. Rubio, who distanced the United States from the Israeli campaign and made no mention of standing by an ally, even though the U.S. intelligence community was already providing support.

But as the night wore on and the Israelis landed a spectacular series of precision strikes against Iranian military leaders and strategic sites, Mr. Trump began to change his mind about his public posture.

Smoke coming from an area north of Tehran after Israeli airstrikes in Tehran on Monday. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


When he woke on Friday morning, his favorite TV channel, Fox News, was broadcasting wall-to-wall imagery of what it was portraying as Israel's military genius. And Mr. Trump could not resist claiming some credit for himself.

In phone calls with reporters, Mr. Trump began hinting that he had played a bigger behind-the-scenes role in the war than people realized. Privately, he told some confidants that he was now leaning toward a more serious escalation: going along with Israel's earlier request that the United States deliver powerful bunker-busting bombs to destroy Iran's nuclear facility at Fordo.

As recently as Monday, Mr. Trump held out the possibility that Mr. Witkoff or even Mr. Vance could meet with Iranian officials to seek a negotiated deal. But as Mr. Trump abruptly left the Group of 7 summit in Canada to rush back to Washington, there was little indication that the conflict would be brought to a quick end through diplomacy.

Helene Cooper, Julian E. Barnes and Eric Schmitt contributed reporting.
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news analysis


Trump's Base in Uproar Over His Openness to Joining Iran Fight

The president's supporters are warring over two dueling campaign promises: to steer clear of foreign wars and to prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon.

Tucker Carlson and Senator Ted Cruz of Texas. A confrontation between the two men over Israel and Iran embodies the rupture on the right over whether the United States should get involved. Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP Photo; Kenny Holston/ The New York Times



By Jess Bidgood



Jun 18, 2025 at 06:55 PM

Tucker Carlson set the trap, and Senator Ted Cruz of Texas walked right into it.

"How many people live in Iran, by the way?" Mr. Carlson, the former Fox News host and a longtime ally of President Trump, asked Mr. Cruz, who has become a stalwart supporter of the president's evolving approach to the conflict between Iran and Israel.

"I don't know the population," Mr. Cruz said.

Then Mr. Carlson went in for the kill: "You don't know the population of the country you seek to topple?"

The confrontation, 97 seconds of which Mr. Carlson posted on X Tuesday night, quickly racked up tens of millions of views and came to embody a rupture that has burst into view on the right, as Mr. Trump weighs sending American aircraft and weapons to support Israel's efforts to demolish Iran's nuclear program.

Such a move would represent a remarkable reversal for Mr. Trump, who just months ago opposed military action while he sought a diplomatic solution -- and, according to an increasingly vocal chorus of his critics on the right, a reversal of his long-held promise to steer the nation out of, not into, foreign entanglements.

It's erupted into a fight over the meaning of the Make America Great Again movement, and whether the most fervent keeper of its flame is Mr. Trump's original base and the isolationism that animated it or the Republicans who back whatever action he takes in the moment.

Israel continued to pummel Iran on Wednesday, after launching a major attack on Iranian facilities last week. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


Mr. Trump began his second term trying to hold back the push by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel for an assault on Iran's nuclear program. But after the Israelis launched a major attack on Iranian facilities, nuclear scientists and military leaders last week, Mr. Trump has shown a new openness to deepening the United States' involvement in the onslaught -- potentially by sending American aircraft to help refuel Israeli jets, and by deploying American warplanes and bunker-busting bombs against Iran's best-protected nuclear site.

For days, longtime Trump allies across the Republican Party, including firebrands like Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia, Stephen K. Bannon and Mr. Carlson, have taken to podcasts, cable television and social media to inveigh loudly against taking such a step, warning that Mr. Trump risks finding himself in a quagmire overseas -- and in a fight inside his own party that could end up harming him.

"Trump just fractured his base, I believe he just fractured his base," the conservative commentator Candace Owens said on her YouTube show on Tuesday, suggesting Mr. Trump had betrayed the anti-neoconservativism ideology that had once united it. "Effectively, MAGA was a declaration of war on neocons, right? On the people who always come up with a reason for us to send our sons and daughters overseas."

Yet the anger reveals as much about the battle to define the "MAGA" movement and its competing factions as it does about the rift between Mr. Trump and some of his supporters.

"Anyone slobbering for the U.S. to become fully involved in the Israel/Iran war is not America First/MAGA," Ms. Greene wrote on X on Sunday.

Mr. Trump burst onto the political scene in 2015 with a promise to break with hawkish Republicans and avoid foreign entanglements -- he said the following spring that "The world must know we do not go abroad in search of enemies." But many of the party's more traditional hawks now consider themselves "MAGA," too.

"We're moving into the land of force," Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina said this week, adding, "Be all in, President Trump, in helping Israel eliminate the nuclear threat. If we need to provide bombs to Israel, provide bombs. If we need to fly planes with Israel, do joint operations."

Mark Levin in 2020. Mr. Levin, an anti-Iran conservative, said he believes that Israel will "put an end to this forever war, and so will Donald Trump." Stefani Reynolds/Bloomberg


Mr. Trump has long had the support of anti-Iran conservatives like Mark Levin, a Fox News host who met with Mr. Trump directly to discuss the matter earlier this month. Mr. Levin, who has feuded with Mr. Carlson, sat for an interview on Tuesday with the longtime Trump ally Sean Hannity, who noted that the president had long opposed the idea of Iran getting a nuclear weapon.

"People that can't seem to understand that kind of puzzle me," Mr. Hannity said. "It's not up for them to decide what Donald Trump's foreign policy, or how to define the MAGA movement -- but it looks like they're trying to co-opt it."

"They go on with their bumper stickers, 'Forever wars, forever wars,'" Mr. Levin said. "Well, guess what? The Israelis are going to put an end to this forever war, and so will Donald Trump."

A third group of the president's supporters have focused on what they believe could be irreparable damage to Mr. Trump's ability to accomplish his domestic priorities if he moves ahead with an attack on Iran.

"A direct strike on Iran right now would disastrously split the Trump coalition," Jack Posobiec, a right-wing activist, posted on X last week, just hours before Israel launched its surprise attack.

The same day, Charlie Kirk, another right-wing activist, wrote that "This will cause a massive schism in MAGA and potentially disrupt our momentum."

Mr. Kirk has nevertheless made a point of praising Mr. Trump's decision-making on the matter -- although he and some other Republicans say that they draw the line at any whiff of regime change.

"Regime change in Iran would be a catastrophe," Mr. Kirk posted on X in response to a post by Nikki Haley, a former United Nations ambassador during Mr. Trump's first term who ran against him in the last Republican primary. Ms. Haley has also expressed opposition to toppling the Iranian government.

The fight has made strange bedfellows of hardened conservatives and progressives. This week in the House, Representatives Thomas Massie, Republican of Kentucky, and Ro Khanna, Democrat of California, a liberal with ambitions of running for president, cosponsored a resolution to require the approval of Congress before the United States can engage in offensive attacks against Iran.

Mr. Trump has not yet made clear what action he will take. But his supporters say that, by assisting Israel, he might be keeping still another oft-made campaign promise: to end wars, instead of starting them.

"I may do it," Mr. Trump told reporters on the White House lawn on Wednesday. "I may not do it. I mean, nobody knows what I'm going to do."

Of course, whatever he chooses will, in his mind, immediately embody the definition of "America First."

As for Mr. Cruz, he posted his own podcast online on Wednesday morning, in which he denounced Mr. Carlson as "bat-crap crazy" on foreign policy before accusing him of committing what might be the biggest MAGA sin of all: attacking the president.

Mr. Trump "is standing unequivocally with Israel," Mr. Cruz said in a post after his shouting match with Mr. Carlson, "and so am I."
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South Africa Built a Medical Research Powerhouse. Trump Cuts Have Demolished It.

The budget cuts threaten global progress on everything from heart disease to H.I.V. -- and could affect American drug companies, too.

In Johannesburg, the hallways of a once-bustling center of medical research have fallen silent.



By Stephanie Nolen
Stephanie Nolen reported from research sites in Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durban.


Jun 17, 2025 at 05:01 AM

In Cape Town, South Africa, one of the world's foremost H.I.V. researchers has been spending a chunk of each day gently telling longtime workers and young doctoral students that the money is gone and so are their jobs. When the calls are done, she weeps in her empty office.

In the heart of Johannesburg, the lobby of a building that once housed hundreds of scientists is empty of people but choked with discarded office furniture and heaps of files hastily gathered from shuttered research sites.

South Africa has for decades been a medical research powerhouse, yet its stature has been little known to people outside the field. South Africa's scientists have been responsible for key breakthroughs against major global killers, including heart disease, H.I.V. and respiratory viruses such as Covid-19. They have worked closely with American researchers and have been awarded more research funding from the United States than any other country has received.

But a swift series of executive orders and budget cuts from the Trump administration have, in a matter of months, demolished this research ecosystem.

There are grim ramifications for human health worldwide, and also for pharmaceutical companies, including American giants such as Pfizer, Merck, Abbott and Gilead Sciences, which rely heavily on South Africa's research complex when they develop and test new drugs, vaccines and treatments.

"South Africa is the beacon," said Dr. Harold Varmus, a professor at Weil Cornell Medicine who was awarded the Nobel Prize in medicine for his work on cancer biology and who was a director of the National Institutes of Health.

"We have many important collaborative works going on there," he continued, adding: "To cut them off, I just don't understand it. It's self-destructive behavior."

Dozens of critical medical trials that were testing treatments and protections against gonorrhea, diabetes, meningitis, cervical cancer and a host of other afflictions have shut down as a result of the cuts. The abrupt terminations have left researchers scrambling to find ways to provide ongoing monitoring and care for the people, including small children, who had been given experimental vaccines or drugs.

"The implications of this are huge," said Dr. Ntobeko Ntusi, chief executive of the South African Medical Research Council. "One of the biggest success stories to come out of South Africa in the last three decades, largely aided through the generosity of American people, has been the development of this high-caliber cadre of scientists who've led scholarship that has been seminal not just for South Africa but for the whole world."

Dr. Ntobeko Ntusi, chief executive of the South African Medical Research Council. "All U.S. federal funding flows have stopped," he said. Samantha Reinders for The New York Times


Workers carried furniture and files from shuttered field research sites into the lobby of the Wits Reproductive Health and H.I.V. Institute headquarters in Johannesburg. Gulshan Khan for The New York Times


Neither the State Department nor the Department of Health and Human Services would comment on the funding cuts.

The motivation for the cuts most likely results from a combination of forces often cited by administration officials: an aversion to sending American dollars overseas, concerns about waste and a particular vendetta against the country, in which President Trump has said, inaccurately, that there is a "genocide" of white people.

Overall, hundreds of millions of dollars in funding for medical research in South Africa has been cut. That includes at least $260 million from the N.I.H. and hundreds of millions more from other agencies including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the United States Agency for International Development.

"All U.S. federal funding flows have stopped," Dr. Ntusi said.

Pharmaceutical companies have relied on the country for clinical trials for decades. Some are now rethinking their relationship with South Africa, according to people familiar with the discussions.

Dr. Shabir Madhi, the dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, has worked with drug companies on many new vaccines, including immunizations for Covid and diarrheal disease, and has been preparing for the next phase of a trial of a pneumococcal vaccine. But now, he said, the private contractors running the trial for the drugmaker are "pushing back against my own research unit being included in a vaccine study which we're probably in the best position in the world to undertake."

Not all medical research in the country has relied on U.S. funding. But even projects with other funding sources have been disrupted. In some cases, the remaining funds are insufficient to keep laboratories running or pay the salaries of scientists, who typically work on multiple projects at once.

The full effect of the damage will become clear only in the coming months, said Dr. Tom Scriba, a professor of immunology at the University of Cape Town and deputy director of the world's top tuberculosis research centers.

Dr. Tom Scriba, a professor of immunology at the University of Cape Town. "We are at risk of missing out on a generation of scientists -- because people will leave," he said. Samantha Reinders for The New York Times


Lab coats for doctoral and postdoctoral students at the South African Tuberculosis Vaccine Initiative at the University of Cape Town. Samantha Reinders for The New York Times


How South Africa Became a Powerhouse

The first-ever heart transplant was performed in Cape Town in 1967. The CT scanner was invented in South Africa. So were many now-common surgical techniques. Vaccines and drugs that are widely used in the United States -- including treatments for high blood pressure and the immunization for R.S.V. -- came out of South African research.

Huge clinical trials in South Africa were key to the speed with which Covid vaccines -- of all kinds -- were developed. Then, it was South African researchers who sounded the alarm that the coronavirus had mutated to evade the original vaccines, who provided critical information on the Beta variant and who later identified and genetically sequenced the Omicron variant, providing the information that Pfizer and Moderna used to update their vaccines.

South Africa's research might is a legacy of its harsh history. Apartheid-era governments neglected the health of millions of Black people but invested in educational institutions and medical innovation for the white population. In the decades since the country transitioned to a multiracial democracy, those educational institutions have been open to everyone. But efforts to extend basic health care have been slow, which means the country still has a high rate of disease. That, in turn, makes for a grimly efficient place to conduct research.

South Africa has the world's largest population of people living with H.I.V., one of the largest of people with tuberculosis, and high numbers of people with heart disease and diabetes. So it is possible, for example, to recruit 1,000 participants for a clinical trial at a single site in Soweto in a matter of weeks -- a process that might take months and a dozen sites in the United States.

When Dr. Madhi oversaw a large final-stage clinical trial of the Novavax vaccine against R.S.V. for pregnant women, six sites in South Africa enrolled as many women as 81 other sites around the world. If drug companies did not have South African partners, Dr. Madhi said, it would push the cost of development so high that this vaccine and others would simply never be made.

Dr. Shabir Madhi, the dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, with Paul Maubane, who brought his 3-day-old daughter to receive an experimental vaccine. Gulshan Khan for The New York Times


A child plays outside a research clinic at a hospital in Soweto. Gulshan Khan for The New York Times


Because the South African rand is a weaker currency -- running about 20 to a U.S. dollar -- running studies in South Africa costs a fraction of what it does in the United States.

South Africa's researchers work out of world-class facilities that have benefited from significant investment from the United States government and philanthropies, such as the Gates Foundation, over the past 20 years.

South Africa also has a top-tier government medical regulator, which certifies trials to meet standards required by U.S. and European regulators. "All our studies are set up from the beginning to have global impact," said Dr. Helen Rees, the director of the Wits Reproductive Health and H.I.V. Institute, which has produced seminal work on vaccine-preventable illness, maternal health and  H.I.V.

The final ingredient is relationships: Researchers have worked for decades in the communities where they run trials. People have seen the direct results of the science they volunteer to test -- new, shorter treatments for tuberculosis, for example -- and whole communities participate in information and consent processes for new trials. This has allowed researchers in South Africa to do work such as testing an H.I.V. vaccine on newborns, or drugs on pregnant women, that would be mired in both public unease and concerns about liability in the United States.


"This was American taxpayers' money and we are incredibly grateful that's how it was spent, but it wasn't a gift or a charity," said Dr. Lynn Morris, deputy vice chancellor of research and innovation at the University of the Witwatersrand. "These are competitive grants, and the data we produced benefited everyone."

One of the Trump administration's main arguments against foreign aid has been that the money is often used wastefully. South Africa is routinely criticized for government corruption by transparency watchdog groups.

However, N.I.H. and other research awards were subject to stringent financial accounting by U.S.-based auditors, and the few projects found to have misused funds over the past two decades were swiftly terminated.

The Center for the AIDS Program of Research in Durban, which was created with support from the National Institutes of Health in 2002. Fifty percent of its budget is now gone. Ihsaan Haffejee for The New York Times


Researchers studying antimicrobial resistance in a laboratory in Soweto. Gulshan Khan for The New York Times


What the Future May Hold

The U.S.-based pharmaceutical industry has not spoken out about the targeting of South Africa, and executives at several companies declined to be interviewed for this article.

"Publicly, they're mute," said Dr. Stavros Nicolaou, who oversees international business for Aspen Pharmacare, a South African drugmaker. "Privately, they're very vocal." They are not going to risk political capital by advocating for the country, he said.

In an interview, Dr. Jared Baeten, a senior vice president at Gilead Sciences who focuses on therapeutics for viruses, did not discuss the cuts but said that the role of South African research had been essential.

"There's so much scientific data that builds on research from South Africa," he said. "We have H.I.V. prevention for this country and for the world because of the infrastructure, the scientific ability and the collaboration with South Africa."

Julie Marie Cunningham, a spokeswoman for the drugmaker Merck, said that the company would move ahead with testing a new oral H.I.V. prevention drug and other products in South Africa. "We continue to consider South Africa an important location for clinical trial sites."

But some South African scientists can imagine a near future when it is impossible for drug companies to operate there.

"My bigger concern now is the possibility of South Africa being sanctioned as a country," Dr. Madhi said.

The concept once seemed far-fetched, but it looks less implausible after Mr. Trump's confrontational meeting with South Africa's president, Cyril Ramaphosa, at the White House last month. Sanctions would not only end multinational pharmaceutical work in the country but also restrict the ability of other organizations, such as the Gates Foundation, to operate there as well.


The foundation, for now, is the first place researchers are turning in the hope of finding funding that might allow some work to continue.

The foundation has already stepped in with money to try to preserve some studies already in progress.

"Cutting funding now will limit further scientific breakthroughs and progress in health and ultimately put millions of lives at risk, including here in the United States," said Trevor Mundel, president of global health at the foundation.

Wellcome Trust, a philanthropic organization in Britain, is looking at ways it can try to preserve some research, and scientists are submitting proposals to the European Union and individual countries in Europe.

Funding bureaucracy moves slowly, and it will be at least a year before any of these new proposals could yield money that would allow work to resume.

Scattered papers on the floor of the Witwatersrand Reproductive Health and H.I.V. Institute in Johannesburg. Gulshan Khan for The New York Times


Dr. Qurraisha Abdool Karim, scientific director of the Center for the AIDS Program of Research in Durban. Her cabinet displays her scientific achievements, including U.S. patents on medical breakthroughs.  Ihsaan Haffejee for The New York Times


South Africa's universities and the medical research council have made emergency appeals to the country's government. The Gates Foundation and other philanthropies may match some of what the government contributes.

But that would be a fraction of what's been lost. South Africa's financial resources were already badly strained by corruption, decaying infrastructure, a faltering economy and a dysfunctional coalition government.

"I don't think it's within the means of the country to be able to bridge the gap," Dr. Madhi said.

The council will use those funds to try to care for people who were in clinical trials and preserve studies that were providing critical data for doctoral students who were partway through their degrees.

"We are at risk of missing out on a generation of scientists -- because people will leave," Dr. Scriba said. 

At the Centre for the AIDS Program of Research in Durban, which was created by the N.I.H. in 2002 and which has now lost 50 percent of its budget, senior scientists are trying to comfort their junior colleagues by drawing on lessons they learned as young doctors at the height of the fight against apartheid.

"During times of adversity, you can also be very resourceful," said Dr. Qurraisha Abdool Karim, the scientific director at the center. "So we keep thinking optimistically, what is it we can do? We know it's going to be painful and we all have to suffer that. But in the longer term, how do we rise stronger?"
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For Abby Jimenez, Being a No. 1 Best Seller Is the Icing on the Cake

She's the author of "Say You'll Remember Me" and six other romance novels. She owns three bakeries. She's also really tired.

Video: 



By Elisabeth Egan
Reporting from Minneapolis


Jun 08, 2025 at 10:00 AM

A middle-aged man in a black polo shirt approached Abby Jimenez at Nadia Cakes, the bakery she owns in Maple Grove, Minn.

"Excuse me," he said, "can I get a picture with you? My wife loves your books."

Jimenez, the author of seven popular romance novels -- her latest, "Say You'll Remember Me," was a No. 1 best seller -- was happy to oblige. The resulting photo, in which she smiled and her reader's husband beamed in front of a neon "Treat Yourself" sign, captured the twin worlds Jimenez has built.

Cupcakes and rom-coms, it turns out, have a lot in common.

"They're both pleasant ways to escape and fun to share," Jimenez said during an interview at her shop in a sprawling mall. "Writing and baking are activities for introverts."

Jimenez values quiet time, when she isn't dabbling in reality TV -- she won an episode on Season 4 of "Cupcake Wars" -- and serving as a face of the modern romance genre (bodice-ripping is out, irreverent humor is in). Indeed Jimenez appeared slightly weary, having just completed an eight-city tour for "Say You'll Remember Me," which came out on April 1.

She held court at sold-out venues; she rolled with the requisite snafus, as when a smoke alarm went off during a 400-person event in Toronto and a gaggle of "ridiculously attractive" firefighters arrived, inspiring a viral video; now she had a wracking cough.

Advertisements for Abby Jimenez's novels hang in the windows of Nadia Cakes, her cupcake bakery in Maple Grove, Minn. Yasmin Yassin for The New York Times


"They're both pleasant ways to escape and fun to share," Abby Jimenez said of her twin passions: romance novels and cupcakes. Yasmin Yassin for The New York Times


But Jimenez's welcome was warm, and she had an appealing scrappiness. I barely had to ask a question; she'd told the story of her circuitous career path many times, but she still choked up at the hard parts.

Jimenez, 45, was a baker before she was a writer. And before that she worked fast food and retail, at Del Taco, Baskin Robbins, Subway, Express and, finally, New York & Company in Burbank, Calif.

She grew up in Washington, D.C. and just north of Los Angeles, raised by a single father. "I couldn't go to college," Jimenez said. "I had to work so I could afford to live, starting at 16."

She met her husband when she was 21, had her first daughter at 24, then two more in quick succession. In 2007, while pregnant for the third time, she said, "I was being performance managed out of my job. It was clear and blatant sexism."

Anxious about the family's finances, Jimenez took a cake decorating class at Michael's, the big-box craft store, hoping to make extra money from home. A few months later, with three kids still in diapers, she started Nadia Cakes (named for her middle daughter) out of her kitchen.

She set up a baby gate to contain her girls and a picnic table for extra counter space. She baked on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday; decorated cakes on Thursday and Friday; delivered them on Saturday and consulted with clients on Sunday.

One day a pregnant customer got locked in Jimenez's bathroom (her husband had to remove the door from its hinges); another time, one of Jimenez's daughters grabbed a fistful of a fully-assembled wedding cake. The family was living in Palmdale, Calif., in the middle of the desert, so temperatures in the kitchen reached triple digits in the summer. The electricity bill was astronomical. But Jimenez's confections were selling like, well, hot cakes.

She and her husband decided to go all in on a bakery, maxing out credit cards and racking up $125,000 of debt in addition to the $18,000 they already owed. They poured their resources into a dilapidated former Juice It Up! location that had been vacant for two years.

Nadia Cakes has a cozy seating area and a handful of tables. Yasmin Yassin for The New York Times

Signed copies of Jimenez's novels fly off the shelves as quickly as the baked goods. Yasmin Yassin for The New York Times


"We were so broke, we didn't have money to put change in the drawer," she said. "It was this all-or-nothing moment. We were immediately embraced. The people that came to my house and held my baby while I filled out their order forms, they all supported me."

In 2011, after a 23-state exploratory road trip, Jimenez and her family relocated to suburban Minneapolis, chosen for its four seasons and lack of cupcake shops. With their Palmdale location in the care of trusted employees, they opened Nadia Cakes in Maple Grove; then, a year later, another outpost in Woodbury, outside of St. Paul. Jimenez's husband left his job at Room & Board to help run the bakeries, and Jimenez was ready to hang up her apron.

"I was burned out. I wanted to step back and raise my kids," she said. She continued to write menus and social media posts for Nadia Cakes (she still does), which led to an internet frenzy over the Vageode cake. But Jimenez finally had some breathing room -- and that's when she rediscovered reading, including the Outlander series, "Divergent" and "The Hunger Games."

On a camping trip, Jimenez told her daughters a story during a thunderstorm and they encouraged her to write it down. She later submitted her "very terrible Y.A. dystopian romance" to an agent, who declined to represent it but encouraged her to keep going.

She found her way to Critique Circle, an online community where members provide feedback on other writers' work in exchange for credits to submit their own.

"It was like a creative writing boot camp," Jimenez said. "I would not be where I am if not for Critique Circle. Full stop, period."

Book-themed cookies and cakes are popular options for reading groups. Yasmin Yassin for The New York Times


Customers arrive at Nadia Cakes hoping for a glimpse of Jimenez, who no longer handles day-to-day operations but still runs the bakery's social media accounts. Yasmin Yassin for The New York Times


She declined a deal for a series of bakery romances and also scored poorly in competition for a Romance Writers of America award that recognizes outstanding manuscripts. (One has the sense that Jimenez not only learns from her mistakes but remembers a slight.)

Following the advice of her circle of advisers, she scrapped the dystopian romance and ramped up the witty banter. Forever, an imprint of Grand Central Publishing, finally offered her a book deal.

"The Friend Zone," her 2019 debut, was a USA Today best seller, but some online reviewers objected to its depiction of infertility. "I got a lot of kickback," Jimenez said. "I learned a lot of lessons. One is, you need to do your due diligence. And you need sensitivity readers."

Subsequent books have included trigger warnings. In "Say You'll Remember Me," for instance, Jimenez alerts readers to material involving advanced dementia, a cheating spouse and child abuse. She writes, "There's a scene where a dog is in peril. (The dog doesn't die. The main character's dog will NEVER die.)"

In the past six years, Jimenez's books have sold 1.6 million print copies and 1.5 million electronic copies, according to Circana Bookscan. (Forever declined to disclose sales figures.) These are impressive figures no matter how you slice them, even more so for a self-taught author who has three bakeries, three daughters, four dogs and no office. She's working on this; her house is being renovated to include a designated work space.

Leah Hultenschmidt, Jimenez's editor, said, "I love working with Abby because she's an entrepreneur. She has gumption and hustle. She's goal-oriented."

"There's entire years I don't remember because I was so stressed," Jimenez said of juggling a family and a growing business. She now has three bakery locations and a successful writing career.  Yasmin Yassin for The New York Times


Not surprisingly, Jimenez's books have spurred interest in Nadia Cakes, which she name drops in every novel. Fans make pilgrimages from out of state, according to Lauren Potter, who has worked for the bakery for 10 years and manages both Minnesota locations.

There are lines out the door when a new novel comes out, Potter said.

"Abby's fans are calm, cool and collected until they get their hands on the book," she added. "Then they're like, 'Get me out of this store, I have to go read.'"

Not only is Nadia Cakes the rare bakery that sells fiction, it also offers cupcakes tie-ins. The Say You'll Remember Me is a blue guava cupcake topped with pink cream cheese frosting and a tiny red heart. (As a general rule, I avoid turquoise baked goods, but I can vouch for the Pretty in Pink, which had a subtle citrus finish.)

Jimenez has already written her eighth book and was well into her ninth by mid-May. She can churn out a complete manuscript in a matter of months; that's not the hard part of her job. The challenge is keeping it fresh, not burning out on writing as she did with baking.

"I have not stopped working a day in my life for 30 years," Jimenez said. "I'm always working."

She's proud of what she's been able to provide for her daughters -- "When it's their turn to have kids, I'll be able to help them to stock their fridge" -- but she said, tearing up, "I wish I would have held them more. I look back at their baby pictures and it's like, God, I was so tired. There's entire years I don't remember because I was so stressed."

Five days after our conversation, Jimenez announced on social media that she's taking a three month break to "be still for a while."

Will Jimenez return from this hiatus with a new venture? Possibly. But, given the pride on her face when she spoke of her novels, it seems unlikely she'll move on from them. Nor has she abandoned Nadia Cakes; she's just found a way to fold it into her latest chapter.

"I wish I could hop back in the brain of 16-year-old me for 30 seconds just to say, You're going to have all these things and do all these things," Jimenez said. "But first, I'd whisper, It's going to be OK."
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Images of Handcuffed Democrats Start to Pile Up in Trump's Crackdown

Federal agents have arrested a growing number of the party's elected officials, fueling liberal outrage and conservative accusations that Democrats are carrying out publicity stunts.

Brad Lander, the New York City comptroller, was arrested on Tuesday by federal agents at an immigration courthouse. Olga Fedorova/Associated Press



By Katie Glueck



Jun 18, 2025 at 10:03 AM

A United States senator forced to the floor and handcuffed by federal agents for interrupting a news conference. A mayor taken into custody by masked officials in military-style fatigues. A political candidate pushed against a wall and handcuffed in a dispute at an immigration courthouse.

With tensions rising over President Trump's mass deportation policies, the government crackdown is extending to the political opposition.

As Democrats struggle to push back against the administration, federal agents have arrested or clashed with a growing number of the party's elected officials. The scenes of chaos reflect the tinderbox nature of this political moment, and the expanding national battles over due process, the rule of law and the system of checks and balances.

"This is executive authority, especially in the Department of Homeland Security, running out of control," said Senator Tina Smith, a Minnesota Democrat. "Do the members of Congress need security details to defend themselves from the executive branch? God, I hope not."

The most recent instance came on Tuesday, when Brad Lander, the New York City comptroller and a mayoral candidate, was arrested at an immigration courthouse in Lower Manhattan as he tried to escort a migrant whom agents were seeking to arrest.

The Department of Homeland Security suggested that Mr. Lander, who has trailed in polls of the mayoral race, was seeking to "undermine law enforcement safety to get a viral moment," and said that he had assaulted law enforcement, claims he denied after his release later Tuesday.

Certainly, plenty of politicians over the years have gotten themselves arrested in an effort to draw attention to themselves or their cause. Many elected Democrats have rushed to show how fiercely they are opposing Mr. Trump's administration, and have been rewarded for doing so by the party's base. Accusations of grandstanding flowed in quickly from Republicans on Tuesday.

"Stop using this as a means of self promotion in an effort to make yourself relevant in advance of an election," Representative Mike Lawler, a New York Republican, wrote on social media.

But to many Democrats, the images of the suit-and-tie-clad Mr. Lander being manhandled showed a chilling turn in the country's politics.

"This is authoritarianism," said Mark Levine, the Manhattan borough president who is running to succeed Mr. Lander as comptroller. "The federal agents, masked, are detaining an American citizen, an elected official, who is exercising oversight over a process which is itself deeply troubling. This is a deliberate attempt at escalation by the Trump administration."

"I'm worried about what comes next," he added.

Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the Democratic House leader, was more explicit, saying in a statement that "the aggressive targeting of Democratic elected officials by the Trump administration will invariably result in law-abiding public servants being marked for death by violent extremists."

Tricia McLaughlin, a spokeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security, suggested that law enforcement officers did not know or care about the political affiliations of those arrested.

"These politicians are trying to get their 15 minutes of fame and they are doing it on the backs and safety of law enforcement," she said.

Mr. Lander's arrest unfolded against a turbulent national backdrop. Many politicians are increasingly on edge about political violence and anything that might encourage it, after the assassination of a Minnesota lawmaker and her husband over the weekend.

At the same time, immigration politics have grown more volatile after Mr. Trump sent troops to Los Angeles, despite the objections of state and local authorities, to stamp out protests and help with raids rounding up migrants. In recent weeks, Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers have also aggressively sought to detain migrants at immigration courts, leading to emotional scenes as masked agents make surprise arrests of people who thought they were attending routine hearings.

Last week, Senator Alex Padilla, Democrat of California, was forcibly removed from a news conference being held by Kristi Noem, the homeland security secretary, and handcuffed despite identifying himself as a senator. The use of force shattered traditional norms of showing deference to lawmakers.

"Like me, Mr. Lander had the audacity to question the legitimacy of federal actions, only to find himself handcuffed, pushed against a wall and detained," Mr. Padilla said in a statement. "If it happened to us in full view of the public, imagine what is happening in communities across the country when the cameras are off. This should be a wake-up call to the country."

Earlier this year, F.B.I. agents arrested a Milwaukee judge on charges that she had shielded an undocumented immigrant from federal agents. And last month, federal agents arrested Ras J. Baraka, the mayor of Newark, and later charged Representative LaMonica McIver of New Jersey, in connection with a clash outside an immigration detention center.

Leading Democrats are at once outraged by the Trump administration's actions against immigrants -- which have ensnared some American citizens -- and keenly aware of how thorny the issues of immigration and law enforcement can be for their party.

They have stressed at every turn that protests must be peaceful, warning against playing into Mr. Trump's hands.

But some Democrats think they are on firmer political ground when they frame their arguments around the need to uphold due process, casting themselves as the party of calm and order, and Republicans as the party of chaos and cruelty.

Representative Lou Correa, a California Democrat, said in an interview last week that immigration should be discussed in economic terms.

The lesson of the last election was, "message it on bread-and-butter issues," Mr. Correa said. "This is not an immigration issue. This is an economic health issue of the state of California."

Lisa Lerer and Michael Gold contributed reporting.
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Karen Read Found Not Guilty of Murder in Boyfriend's Death Outside Boston

A jury cleared Ms. Read of charges related to the 2022 death of John O'Keefe, a Boston police officer, and convicted her only of drunken driving, in a trial that attracted wide attention.

Karen Read, center, gestured to her supporters on Tuesday outside Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Mass. A jury there acquitted her of murder on Wednesday. Charles Krupa/Associated Press



By Jenna Russell



Jun 18, 2025 at 08:10 PM

A jury in Massachusetts acquitted Karen Read of murder and manslaughter charges on Wednesday, ending a legal saga that has gripped the Boston area since the death of Ms. Read's boyfriend, John O'Keefe, a Boston police officer, in January 2022.

Prosecutors had accused Ms. Read, 45, of intentionally hitting Officer O'Keefe with her S.U.V. after an argument, and then leaving him to die in a blizzard.

Ms. Read tearfully embraced her attorneys after the verdict was read in a courtroom in Dedham, Mass., as the cheers of hundreds of her supporters erupted outside the courthouse.

The jury of seven women and five men, who began deliberating last Friday, convicted Ms. Read on one relatively minor charge, operating a vehicle under the influence.

They delivered their verdict almost a year after an earlier trial in the case ended in a mistrial. That jury was unable to reach a consensus after five days of deliberation.

The case attracted a fervent following far beyond Boston, made up of true-crime fanatics and others who were fascinated by the elaborate theory advanced by Ms. Read's lawyers. They argued that Officer O'Keefe, 46, had been killed at a late-night house party in Canton, Mass., that was hosted by another Boston police officer, and that corrupt investigators covered up the truth and framed Ms. Read for the murder.

Ms. Read, who had worked at an investment firm and taught college finance classes, had pleaded not guilty to charges of second-degree murder, manslaughter while operating a vehicle under the influence of alcohol, and leaving the scene of an accident causing death. If convicted, she would have faced sentences of life in prison for the murder charge, five to 20 years in prison for manslaughter and 10 years for leaving the scene.

The penalty for a first conviction of operating under the influence could include up to 21/2 years in state prison, but is typically limited to probation. The jury was given the option of convicting her on that charge as an "included offense" if they did not convict her of manslaughter.

Standing on the steps outside the courthouse after the verdict, Ms. Read thanked her supporters for providing years of financial and emotional assistance.

"I could not be standing here without these amazing supporters," she said, her words at times drowned out by the cheers and chanting of the crowd. "No one has fought harder for justice for John O'Keefe than I have," she added.

Judge Beverly J. Cannone had briefly called court back into session around 2:30 p.m. to report that during the lunch break, the jury had notified the court that it had reached a verdict, but then said moments later that it had not. After about 15 more minutes, the jury said again that it had a verdict.

Several people who attended the house party that night in January 2022 -- and later fell under suspicion themselves when Ms. Read's defense lawyers claimed there had been a cover-up -- said in a statement that the verdict was "a devastating miscarriage of justice."

"Today we mourn with John's family and lament the cruel reality that this prosecution was infected by lies and conspiracy theories spread by Karen Read, her defense team and some in the media," the group said in the statement.

The group included Brian Albert, the former Boston police officer who hosted the party at his home. And it included Jennifer McCabe, a guest at the party whose Google search that morning, asking how long it takes to die in the cold, was used by defense lawyers to suggest that party guests had plotted to cover up the murder.

Supporters of Ms. Read gathered outside the courthouse each day during jury deliberations. Charles Krupa/Associated Press


Talk of the trial became unavoidable in Massachusetts, exhausting some people while enthralling others, who picked apart the evidence endlessly at social gatherings and in Facebook groups. A constellation of factors fueled their fascination: the relative rarity of a woman accused of murder; the murky circumstances of the death; the small-town power dynamics at play; and the allure of conspiracy theories for those who are inclined to mistrust law enforcement.

Testimony in the retrial, which began in April, closely resembled that of the first, with a few new elements. Prosecutors again called witnesses who described a cracked taillight on Ms. Read's S.U.V., and a "debris field" of broken taillight fragments found in the yard where Officer O'Keefe's body was discovered outside the house in Canton. They again played angry voice mail messages that Ms. Read left for her boyfriend that night, and video clips of her drinking cocktails at a bar before she drove Officer O'Keefe to the party.

The state also called several technical experts who testified about movement and temperature data that was obtained from Officer O'Keefe's cellphone, as well as data obtained from Ms. Read's vehicle. Lawyers for the prosecution said those two data trails proved that after Mr. O'Keefe got out of her car at the party, Ms. Read accelerated in reverse and struck him, causing him to fall and suffer a skull fracture.

"She could have driven home -- they could have talked about it the next day," Hank Brennan, a lawyer for the prosecution, said in his closing argument, referring to the fight the couple had en route to the party in Canton.

Instead, he continued, "she takes a 6,000-pound Lexus and she makes a decision -- she steps on the gas after banging it into reverse."

Prosecution experts testified that Officer O'Keefe's phone did not record any movement after 12:32 a.m. that night, and that the phone's temperature steadily dropped over the next several hours. Prosecutors used that evidence to rebut defense claims that he was attacked by people at the party.

"He's not at a party; he's not in a fight," Mr. Brennan said. "If he was in a fight, his cellphone would be moving."

Prosecutor Hank Brennan, left, a lawyer for the prosecution, points to defendant Karen Read during closing arguments in Read's murder trial last week. Pool photo by Mark Stockwell


Defense lawyers kept returning to the fact that the original lead investigator in the case was fired by the Massachusetts State Police for sending unethical and offensive text messages about Ms. Read. The defense claimed that the police went easy on the people who attended the party in Canton that night, and that the hosts' and guests' personal ties to local law enforcement had protected them from searches and questions that might have turned up incriminating evidence.

"What if it wasn't the home of a Boston cop?" Alan Jackson, a lawyer for Ms. Read, said in his closing argument. "We can be certain that investigators would have torn that house apart to get answers."

Mr. Jackson suggested that the shards of broken taillight had been planted on the lawn by corrupt investigators, and that the presence of the shards in the snowy yard was not enough to prove that they had been broken by the S.U.V. striking Mr. O'Keefe.

The defense also maintained that injuries to Mr. O'Keefe's arm had come from a dog attack inside the house during the party.

"There was no blood, no skin, no tissue, no DNA on the taillight that the Commonwealth says sliced into John O'Keefe's arm," he said. "Where is it? Where is the DNA? The only way this is possible is if it never touched his arm -- and it didn't. A dog did it."

Ms. Read found Officer O'Keefe unresponsive in front of the house in Canton around dawn on the morning after the party. She has said that she frantically searched for him after waking up on his couch around 4 a.m. and realizing that he was not there. The officer, who had severe head injuries and hypothermia, was pronounced dead shortly before 8 o'clock that morning.

Ms. Read was arrested three days later.

Supporters who were convinced she was innocent gathered outside the courthouse daily throughout both trials, many of them wearing pink -- which they said was Ms. Read's favorite color -- and carrying signs demanding, "Free Karen Read." 

Daniel Medwed, a professor of law and criminal justice at Northeastern University who closely followed the case, said before the verdict that acquittal struck him as a sound result, given the many problems with the investigation and the evidence presented at the retrial.

"The defense did a very good job of poking holes in the prosecution's case and generating reasonable doubt about her guilt," he said. "At bottom, trials are about putting the government's evidence to the test. Norfolk prosecutors simply failed the test."

Maya Shwayder contributed reporting from Dedham, Mass.
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'A Time of Bitter Celebrations': Joy and Fear as L.A. Students Graduate Amid ICE Raids

Nearly three-fourths of the students in L.A. public schools are Latino. Some families, and a few graduates, stayed away from graduation ceremonies out of fear of federal raids.

Members of the Class of 2025 at John Marshall High School preparing for their commencement ceremony on Friday in Los Angeles.



By Tim Arango and Ana Facio-Krajcer
Photographs by Gabriela Bhaskar
Reporting from Los Angeles


Jun 17, 2025 at 07:39 PM

As class president of her high school in Los Angeles, Daniella Martinez Cerezo opened her graduation speech on Monday evening by thanking all the immigrant parents in the audience. 

"We know your journey hasn't been easy -- the fear, the long hours, the sacrifices no one sees," she said. "This diploma isn't just ours. It's yours, too. Every step we've taken was made possible by the path you walked before us."

Then, switching from English to Spanish, Ms. Cerezo addressed two parents who weren't there.

Her own.

"Hello, Mom; hello, Dad," she said, her voice cracking with emotion. "I know you couldn't be here today because you're afraid. I don't know how to live my life in a world without you both. I don't say this a lot, but thank you. Thank you for giving me life."

Her parents, like many immigrant Angelenos who are undocumented, are avoiding public places while immigration agents roam the city.

As unrest erupted in Los Angeles over federal immigration raids, students across the city's public schools, where nearly three-fourths of the student population is Latino, were preparing to collect their diplomas and celebrate with friends and family.

But for many, what should have been joyous occasions were instead shrouded in fear.

The Los Angeles Unified School District deployed extra school officers to graduations, instructing them to be on the lookout for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents, and confront them if necessary. Some families, and a few graduates, stayed away from venues, preparing to watch the events through livestreams. Out-of-town relatives canceled trips to Los Angeles. And some private parties were called off, as families did not want to take the risk of gathering in large numbers.

Demonstrators opposing immigration raids clashed with police last week in Los Angeles.


Nearly three-fourths of the students in L.A. public schools are Latino.


"We walk around with heavy hearts and a sense of loss, a loss of confidence, a loss of safety," Luis M. Lopez, the principal of Francisco Bravo Medical Magnet High School, said in an interview, adding, "It's definitely a time of bitter celebrations."

At Francisco Bravo's graduation ceremony, where Ms. Cerezo spoke, a mariachi band played and students welcomed guests in eight languages. Mr. Lopez exhorted his students to "refuse to look away" from what he called a crisis in their community. The school is in the city's Lincoln Heights neighborhood, historically a first stop for newly arrived immigrants and not far from the center of recent protests.

"As we speak," he told his graduates, after Ms. Cerezo's speech, "families in Los Angeles, our own neighbors, are living under the weight of fear and uncertainty, as ICE raids tear through communities, as children are being separated from their parents, as workers are vanishing from neighborhoods and people who call this country home are being treated as if they are disposable."

One of Mr. Lopez's students who just graduated is a young man who will enroll at the University of California, Los Angeles, in the fall. The student's father was not there Monday night to see him receive his diploma, because the father was recently deported to El Salvador. The father was the family's sole breadwinner, and the school quickly began raising money to help, Mr. Lopez said.

Still, even with all the fear, there was space for joy.

In Griffith Park on a recent evening, Rita Castillo, 56, sat in the bleachers at the outdoor Greek Theater watching her niece graduate from John Marshall High School. Ms. Castillo, who works as a housekeeper, had a wide smile on her face.

"I told my niece that I am an example of somebody who did not want to sink into despair, but wanted to move up," she said. "I have always told her, 'If you don't want to wash floors, you have to study.'"

Even citizens and other immigrants in the country legally were cautious amid fears that federal agents were racially profiling Latinos on the streets of Los Angeles.

 Gabriela Bhaskar/The New York Times

 Gabriela Bhaskar/The New York Times

 Gabriela Bhaskar/The New York Times

 Gabriela Bhaskar/The New York Times

Alberto M. Carvalho, top left, the superintendent of the school district, spoke to graduates at the John Marshall High School commencement.

Ms. Castillo said she came to the United States from Guatemala in the late 1980s and for years was undocumented. She eventually went through the process of gaining legal status. Back when she was undocumented, she never felt fear walking down the street, she said. But at the graduation ceremony, she clutched her passport, which she began carrying with her everywhere as ICE raids swept across the city.

"I'm a citizen now, and scared," she said.

Alberto M. Carvalho, the superintendent of the school district, came to Los Angeles from Portugal in the 1980s as an undocumented immigrant. He said he has had countless painful conversations in recent weeks with students and parents from families of mixed immigration status -- meaning the parents are often undocumented and the children are citizens.

"Kids are listening to this in real time, trying to process this information, fearing for their own futures at the same time they are living extreme concern for their parents' lives," he said, describing the situation as "a new level of torment that honestly as a proud American by choice, not by chance, I never thought I would hear about or live through with these kids as we're experiencing today."

At the Marshall High graduation at Griffith Park, students and parents listened as Mr. Carvalho apologized for "not bequeathing to you an America that recognizes the potential of every single soul on its grounds." The school's red-brick facade and Collegiate Gothic architectural style in the Los Feliz neighborhood have made it a popular place to make movies, including "Grease" and "Pretty in Pink." One speaker drew a line between the recent immigration raids and the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II.

In his speech, Michael Finn, a retiring teacher, drew on the story of one of the school's notable alumni, Lance Ito, a retired Los Angeles judge famous for presiding over the O.J. Simpson trial. Mr. Ito has spoken in the past about how his mother was unable to attend her graduation from Marshall in 1942 because she had been detained and was being held at a nearby horse-racing track. Before she was sent to an internment camp in Wyoming, Mr. Ito has said, the principal of Marshall delivered her diploma to her.

The commencement ceremony at Francisco Bravo Medical Magnet School at the Pasadena Civilc Center.


Family and friends cheering on the John Marshall High School graduates.


"Judge Ito said that he will never forget that when presented with a federal government that targeted its students, Marshall High did the right thing and responded by putting the needs of its students first," Mr. Finn told graduates. "Today, Marshall High, its students and this community are again targeted by the federal government. That government threatens Marshall's families, targets our most at-risk students and attacks the diversity that we all recognize as being Marshall's greatest strength."

After a tumultuous week in Los Angeles, with protests and troops filling the streets, graduation ceremonies offered a moment of empowerment for the children of immigrant families, and served as something of a call to action.

Cindy Alonso, a graduating senior at Francisco Bravo and one of the class speakers, described herself as "a proud daughter of two Mexican immigrant parents who have sacrificed absolutely everything for me."

Addressing her classmates, she said, "Celebrating each other here, right now, in this moment, is a sign of resistance and proof that one day, this country will be what we all search for."
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As Pakistan Moves to Ban Black Magic, Astrologers See a Bad Omen

Spiritual practitioners fear that legislation imposing prison time for vaguely defined occult services could cast a wide net.

Syed Ali Zanjani giving a lecture at his spiritual center in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, last year.
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Jun 18, 2025 at 05:01 AM

The curtain glows under ceiling lights, and a soft cream-colored screen guards the privacy of clients who slip inside. On a glass panel by the door, bold white letters offer quiet assurance: Shahbaz, Astrologer & Palmist.

Shahbaz Anjum has worked in Shop 2-A inside the Pearl Continental Hotel in Lahore, Pakistan, for 24 years. He does not advertise. Yet rich and poor, believer and skeptic, come to him for luck, direction, a glimpse behind the veil.

"I help people," Mr. Anjum said. "That's all. I don't claim to heal, and I certainly don't do black magic."


He felt compelled to make that distinction as the Pakistani government moves to crack down on occult practices that lawmakers call a threat to the country's social fabric.

A bill approved by the country's Senate in March would impose prison terms of up to seven years and thousands of dollars in fines on people who provide a vaguely defined set of supernatural services.

Shah Hussain at the shop run by his father, Shahbaz Anjum, at the Pearl Continental Hotel in Lahore, Pakistan.


Spiritual practitioners worry that a range of esoteric practices will be targeted in this deeply religious and culturally conservative country. They point to the inherent difficulty and danger in policing belief, and say that the legislation risks conflating spirituality and superstition with con artistry and criminality.

Supporters say the legislation is needed to combat fraud. The bill speaks in moralistic terms about protecting families from "sorcery" and "ignorant malpractices" carried out in the name of spiritual healing.

The bill, which now moves to the lower house of Parliament, would require spiritual practitioners to register with the Ministry of Religious Affairs, which would decide which activities are outlawed.

Aiysha Mirza, a Lahore-based spiritual healer who blends tarot cards, birth charts and hypnotherapy in her practice, said that the ministry "cannot understand what I do."

"The government needs to broaden its perspective," she said. "What we really need is a new Religion and Metaphysical Authority."

Aiysha Mirza, a Lahore-based spiritual healer who opposes new government regulation.


Ms. Mirza fears that the legislation would fall hardest on those who are visible and aim to be law-abiding -- not those operating in secret or inflicting indisputable mental, physical or financial harm.

"Real black magic," she said, "is something entirely different. Those people never show their faces."

Pakistan is no stranger to spiritual contradiction. A nuclear-armed state with a highly wired population, it is also a place where political leaders consult holy men before taking office and where television anchors read horoscopes on prime-time news shows.

Everyday believers -- many of them highly educated -- seek solace in a mix of religion, ritual and metaphysics, even as orthodox Islamic scholars have long declared astrology, palmistry and fortune telling incompatible with faith.

Shabana Ali, a tarot reader who has a steady following among professionals in Islamabad, the capital, said she had no intention of registering with the government.

"I'm not interested in being judged by clerics who think in binaries -- haram and halal, real and fake," she said.

In legislating belief, Ms. Ali said, "you're not just regulating fraud. You're deciding what kind of spirituality is allowed."

Shabana Ali, a tarot reader and energy healer, reading from a deck in Islamabad.


The bill's backers say spiritual fraud is so rampant that something must be done.

"There are advertisements in newspapers, there's wall chalking in many cities -- people promoting Bengali magic, fake pirs, people offering love spells," said Faisal Saleem, chairman of the Senate's Interior Committee, referring to fake holy men.

"It has to stop," he added.

Others, like Syed Ali Zanjani, whose family runs a spiritual center in Rawalpindi, near Islamabad, believe that the legislation's intent may be right -- but that care must be taken in putting it into practice.

Mr. Zanjani receives clients at a large house opposite a stretch of military residences and a golf course. An assistant greets visitors in the main hall and offers tea as they wait.

His family has been in the spiritual trade since 1945, holding public prediction sessions and advising a cross-section of society, including politicians, generals and businessmen.

"This field has been abused by frauds," Mr. Zanjani said. "If someone wants to clean that up, it's a good thing."

Mr. Zanjani showing a prism used for good energy at his spiritual center, which his family has run since 1945.


But he is wary of how the law might be applied. "You have to define whether astrology is science or a spiritual subject," he said. "You can't punish what you can't explain."

There have been attempts to regulate the occult across the region.

In India, several states have passed anti-superstition laws, often after gruesome cases involving exorcism or sacrifice. In Saudi Arabia, the religious police have pursued people accused of sorcery, in some cases leading to their execution. But rights groups warn that laws targeting spiritual practices -- often vague by design -- can be weaponized.

At the Pearl Continental in Lahore, where Mr. Anjum works with a magnifying glass and a birth chart opened on a laptop, he describes his work not as mysticism, but as "mere calculations."

Mr. Zanjani, however, believes such skills cannot be distilled into equations. "Our work," he said, "falls under spirituality, rooted in a long tradition of Islamic mysticism."

Between those two -- the astrologer who believes in reason, and the spiritualist who believes in tradition -- lies a country that must now decide how far it wants to go in policing the unseen.

The arcade at the Pearl Continental where Mr. Anjum has his shop.
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In Attacking Iran, Israel Further Alienates Would-Be Arab Allies

Wealthy Gulf countries are alarmed and anxious about Israel and Iran's new war.

Smoke billowing after an Israeli airstrike in Tehran on Tuesday. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times



By Vivian Nereim
Reporting from Riyadh, Saudi Arabia


Jun 18, 2025 at 11:10 AM

It wasn't long ago that supporters of burgeoning ties between Israel and Arab countries were promoting Dubai as the epicenter of regional harmony. Israeli influencers were moving to the dazzling Emirati city, which is just a ferry ride away from Iran. Investors were flitting between Dubai and Tel Aviv.

Since the war began last week with Israeli attacks on Iranian nuclear sites, the Emirates has waived all visa overstay fees for Iranians stranded in the country. On Tuesday, the Emirati ruler, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, called the Iranian president to express "solidarity with Iran and its people during these challenging times."

That reflects a sharp turn of events over the last five years, as Gulf governments that were once warming to Israel -- seen as a potential ally in their battle to contain Iran -- have decided that courting Iran with diplomacy is more pragmatic. And as the war in Gaza continues with no end in sight, spreading anger and despair and fanning the flames of unresolved conflicts across the region, some Gulf officials have come to view Israel as a major destabilizing force in the Middle East.

Residents of Dubai, the largest city in the United Arab Emirates, are now watching in dread as a regional war arrives at their doorstep, with missiles flying between Israel and Iran. As President Trump mulls entering the fray on the side of Israel, the fear of Iranian retaliation on American military assets in their country looms in the background.

Yet despite the Emirati government's deep distrust of Iran, to many in the country there is only one party to blame for the escalating violence: Israel, which launched a devastating attack on Iran last week, igniting the fiercest conflagration in the history of the Israeli-Iranian conflict.

"Now the madman with a gun is Israel, it's not Iran," said Mohammed Baharoon, the head of B'huth, a Dubai research center. "I haven't seen any other state, other than Israel, who doesn't want the war to stop."

Still, besides trying to calm tensions and dissuade the United States from getting involved, Gulf governments are not likely to intervene in the conflict. And even in the midst of the new war, some Gulf leaders are continuing -- in private -- to talk about partnership with Israel and a desire to weaken Iran.

A bipartisan delegation of U.S. lawmakers who visited Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the Emirates this week on a previously arranged trip that was focused on normalization with Israel found that the main message they heard from leadership in each capital was about the dangers posed by a nuclear Iran.

Representative Don Bacon, Republican of Nebraska, said that while "obviously they would prefer a more peaceful way of getting rid of the nuclear weapons," all of the Gulf officials they met "made clear that a nuclear-armed Iran is an existential threat to them."

But the lawmakers also heard that Gulf governments' desires for regional integration and shared economic prosperity were complicated by the spiraling violence.

"There was an understanding in many of our meetings, especially with the leadership that we met with, that Iran has for a long time been a destabilizing force in the region," said Jimmy Panetta, Democrat of California. "However, there was also a sentiment that the last thing they want is for Israel to become the main source of instability in the region."

Saudi Arabia's response to the war may best illustrate the region's complex and shifting allegiances.

Saudi Arabia has often been described as Iran's regional rival, and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman once said that Iran's supreme leader was "worse than Hitler." But the prince's ambitions to transform the Middle East into a "new Europe" with Saudi Arabia at its center require calming regional tensions, and he moved to reconcile with Iran in 2023. The kingdom's government last week issued "a denunciation of the blatant Israeli aggressions against the brotherly Islamic Republic of Iran."

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman of Saudi Arabia, right, meeting with Iran's foreign minister, Abbas Araghchi, in Riyadh last year. Saudi Royal Palace


In Dubai, there were concerns that worsening violence could endanger tourism, an essential sector for the city's bustling economy. In Oman -- which has served as a mediator in negotiations between Iran and the United States over limiting the Iranian nuclear program -- the attack derailed months of hard work.

And all across the fossil-fuel rich Arabian Peninsula, the war threatens to increase the insurance premiums and transportation costs that underlie hundreds of billions of dollars in investment in technology, aviation and defense that Gulf leaders pledged to Mr. Trump during his visit to the region last month.

"A lot of states -- irrespective of their strong dislike of the regime in Iran -- are quite concerned about Israel's lack of any sort of restraint, or frankly, strategic perspective," said Timothy E. Kaldas, deputy director of the Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy. "It becomes a question of what is your end game -- do you have one?"

The Israeli offensive began amid talks between the United States and Iran over Iran's nuclear development. And Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel has said that Israel attacked Iran's nuclear facilities to ward off an existential threat. However, he has also said it is possible that Israel's actions could topple the Iranian government, asserting that "we are changing the face of the Middle East."

Israel's strikes have killed at least 225 people in Iran, including top generals and several nuclear scientists. Iran's retaliatory attacks on Israel have killed at least 24 people, with most missiles deflected by Israel's defenses.

While some in the Gulf are cheering on the bombing of Iran, the events of the past week have reinforced a belief that Israel is a rogue actor operating outside the international system and that Western powers have allowed it to do so.

Mr. Baharoon, the head of the Dubai research center, said he worried about a resurgence in violent activity by nonstate actors like Al Qaeda and the Islamic State, because "if states cannot do anything" to restrain Israel, then some "people will take matters into their own hands."

The new war has also deepened a feeling of helplessness for some in the region who believe that only the United States has any power over Israel but that Mr. Trump is either unwilling or unable to check his ally's actions.

President Trump with other dignitaries at the Saudi-U.S. Investment Forum in Riyadh last month. Doug Mills/The New York Times


"This is Israel's world, and we're just watching it right now," Alan Eyre, a former diplomat who served as a member of the American negotiating team for the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, said during an online briefing on Monday. "Saudi Arabia, the U.A.E., to a lesser part Qatar and Oman do have a lot of sway with the U.S. government, but I don't see them getting the U.S. to get Israel to slow down."

Barbara A. Leaf, a former U.S. State Department official focused on the Middle East, said that Gulf leaders wanted the current conflict to be "over, period."

"They have put enormous amounts of time and energy into a detente with Tehran," coaxing Iran's leadership to "view calm and stability in the Gulf" as being in their interest, she said during the online briefing, which was held by the Middle East Institute, a research institute in Washington.

They had counted on Mr. Trump's buying into that message during his visit to the region in May, when he announced the flurry of investment deals between the United States and Gulf countries, she said.

The president's response so far has contributed to a "sense of a letdown" in the Gulf, said Tarik M. Yousef, the director of the Middle East Council on Global Affairs, a research institution in Qatar.

Gulf officials and business executives have "had the luxury in the last two years of being distant from the conflict," he said. "The crown jewel for them and the icing on the cake on that outlook and on that reading was Trump's visit: It was festive, it was celebratory, it appeared to be detached from everything else in the region."

A bus that caught fire after being struck by an Iranian missile in Herzliya, Israel, on Tuesday. Avishag Shaar-Yashuv for The New York Times


The missiles flying back and forth this week will have an inevitable effect on the "business as usual" approach that some of the Gulf countries had been able to maintain since the war in Gaza began, Mr. Yousef said.

"There's a sense of shock that wow, this is actually coming here now," he said.

But so far, Gulf governments are willing to do little beyond diplomacy, analysts said.

Saudi Arabia and the Emirates could theoretically apply punishing economic leverage through their sway over energy markets, but they are unlikely to do so, Mr. Kaldas said.

"No one is willing to go that far," he said.

Ismaeel Naar contributed reporting from Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
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Q&A


The 'How to Train Your Dragon' Star Mason Thames Is Still Freaking Out

As Hiccup, the 17-year-old actor is shouldering the weight of Universal's new live-action franchise -- and living out his childhood fantasy.




By Ashley Spencer



Jun 15, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Mason Thames was very, very nervous. The actor, then 15 years old, had arrived in London for another round of auditions on his quest to land the lead role in Universal's live-action adaptation of "How to Train Your Dragon," and the pressure was mounting.

He had been a toddler when the original DreamWorks Animation film was released in 2010, and he grew up obsessing over the animated trilogy about Hiccup, a teenage Viking who befriends an injured dragon named Toothless. Now, the chance to play his childhood hero was within his grasp.

As Thames fretted between chemistry readings with potential co-stars, Nico Parker, the actress who would eventually land the role of Hiccup's love interest, Astrid, caught a glimpse of his anxious energy.

"He was pacing back and forth, and my chest hurt from how cute he was," Parker, who was then 18, recalled. "He was just the sweetest little angel; I can't even put it into words."

Thames continued to be on edge as the two actors performed a scene together for the film's executives. But when he delivered one of his scripted comedic lines, Parker broke character and burst out laughing, causing Thames to follow suit. Her flub, Thames said, instantly put him at ease and changed the course of the session.

It wasn't until after they'd both won the roles that he learned the truth: "She said she messed up on purpose to make me feel better because she saw how nervous I was," Thames said. "That was the sweetest thing anybody could have ever done." (Parker noted that she was also nervous. "I was just trying to hide it a bit more than he was.")

For Thames, beating out more than 300 other potential Hiccups to star in the live-action "How to Train Your Dragon" franchise -- the first film is now in theaters, with a sequel to follow in 2027 -- is the height of a fledgling career that began as a kid dancing ballet with his sister in Dallas.

Ballet led to modeling, which led to acting auditions, which led to a small role in the Apple TV+ drama "For All Mankind" and larger roles in the Universal horror film "The Black Phone" and the Netflix high-school comedy "Incoming." (He'll next star in "Black Phone 2" and the Green Day-inspired "New Years Rev.")

From top, Nico Parker and Mason Thames in "How to Train Your Dragon." Universal Pictures


"If production had anything to say about it, they would have preferred casting somebody who was over 18 so they didn't have to deal with child hours," the "How to Train Your Dragon" director Dean DeBlois said. "But when Mason came in, there was something immediate and intuitive that came out in his performance, not just in the physicality of being 15 and being a little bit awkward and self-deprecating, but he loved the character of Hiccup so much that it didn't require a lot of shaping."

DeBlois, who also directed the animated "Dragon" trilogy, solicited what he deemed "completely unauthorized" input from Jay Baruchel and America Ferrera, the original Hiccup and Astrid voice actors, when choosing among the finalists for his new lead and, ultimately, Thames "rose to the top as being the most Hiccup of Hiccups."

In a video call from Atlanta, where he was shooting the film adaptation of the Colleen Hoover novel, "Regretting You," the now 17-year-old Thames was as endearingly candid as his "Dragon" counterpart.

These are edited excerpts from our conversation.

What was your audition process like for "How to Train Your Dragon"?

I stayed up all night every single night the week before that audition, rewatching the first movie. Not that I needed to, it was embedded in me. But I was so nervous. Never in a million years did I think I would get the job -- I just really wanted to meet Dean and tell him how much those movies meant to me. They flew me to L.A. to audition, and I was such an idiot. I'm pretty sure I blabbered for about 30 minutes, I was so embarrassed. After that, I went to London to do the chemistry read. When I got there, I was so jet lagged and, once again, I blabbered about planes or something. I just needed to shut my mouth. I think I blacked out.

That's very Hiccup of you to come in with that awkwardness.

Honestly, maybe that's what helped me get the job -- being a blabbering idiot. When they told me I got the part, I was at home in Texas. I was yo-yoing back and forth, screaming at my mom. I started crying. My dad came home from work with a little dragon balloon for me. That was probably the happiest moment of my life.

"I'm just doing all the movies that I loved growing up," Thames said. Philip Cheung for The New York Times


This franchise has huge fan expectations around it. How did you feel going in with that weight attached?

I wanted to do Hiccup the best justice I possibly could. All the important things about Hiccup I wanted to keep: his nature of making fun of himself, his sassiness, his humor. But I also had a lot of time to talk with Dean about new things we wanted to explore: a darker side and the lingering sadness with him. His whole village doesn't accept him. He has no friends. His dad barely accepts him. He has such a name to live up to, and all he wants to prove is that he can.

Dean has so much love for these movies, so much knowledge. This is basically his baby. Everybody who made the film was in love with the original. So this one feels like, at least to me, a love letter.

Hiccup and Toothless's relationship is the core of this whole franchise. How did you develop that chemistry with a non-sentient scene partner?

In preproduction in London we met with a puppeteering team who took us through these drills, which were really strange at first. I had to steal a key from a tiger puppet and try not to get killed. Once I flew to [the film set in] Belfast, I worked with a giant foam Toothless head, and we would go through little sessions of trust where I would put a blindfold on and put my hand on Toothless. We'd walk around, and I would have to trust him not to run me into a wall. [The creature puppetry supervisor] Tom [Wilton] was so incredible. He was mainly my Toothless. We all wanted to call him Tomless.

Thames with Toothless in the film. Universal Pictures


There's a great moment in the film where you give Toothless a fish, and he regurgitates it back up for you to eat. What was that "fish" really made of?

Oh, that was disgusting. About three days before, they were like, "OK, Mason, we have a fake fish head, and we're going to fill it with either chicken -- because we know you don't like fish -- or tuna." Chicken sounded like the right option, but I went with tuna because I thought it would get the better reaction, which it did. It was so gross. [David Cain, an executive producer of the film, said that the mystery meat was crab.] When I took that first bite, I legitimately almost puked. It took me probably about 20 seconds to fully swallow it. Dean yelled "cut," and then he goes, "Perfect. I just need you to take a bigger bite."

You've now done romance, comedy, horror and fantasy films. What does your ideal career trajectory look like from here?

I'm just doing all the movies that I loved growing up. Like with "Incoming," I loved "Superbad," so that was me knocking that off my list. I've always loved "10 Things I Hate About You" and "The Notebook," that's "Regretting You" knocking that off. "How to Train Your Dragon" is like the biggest dream ever, so that has completed my life's bucket list. I'm done.

What aspects of "How to Train Your Dragon 2" are you most excited to bring to life?

I'm very excited to get into Hiccup's armor. Getting to put that armor on and have the flame sword? The kid in me is going to freak the hell out.
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A Sexy (Joke) Bakery for 'Sex and the City' Fans

An enthusiastic crowd turned up for an event in which a Manhattan cafe transformed itself into the Hot Fellas bakery from "And Just Like That ..."

Librae Bakery in Manhattan was transformed into a recreation of the Hot Fellas bakery from "And Just Like That ..." over the weekend with help from the actors Thomas Canestraro, Lincoln Clayton and Connor McCaffery.



By Alisha Haridasani Gupta
Photographs by Adam Powell



Jun 16, 2025 at 07:00 PM

"Who wants a hot croissant?" asked the actor Mario Cantone, reprising his character Anthony Marentino from the HBO show "Sex and the City."

Mr. Cantone, brandishing an apron and a cake server, added an emphasis on the word "hot" and wagged his eyebrows, turning the otherwise ordinary tray of freshly baked pastries into an innuendo.

A group of fans in front of him -- most of whom were women with their phones at the ready -- giggled and took photos.

When "Sex and the City" was brought back to life in 2021 as "And Just Like That ...," Mr. Cantone's character pivoted from a career in wedding planning to starting up a bread delivery business, called Hot Fellas. As the name suggests, his business is staffed by sexy men in short denim rompers so tight that every arm flex or squat teases a wardrobe malfunction.

The fictional business became "a fan favorite story line from the moment it first appeared," Dana Flax, a marketing vice president at HBO Max said in an emailed statement, citing the engagement and enthusiasm for the Hot Fellas on social media.

In the most recent episode of Season 3, which was released last week, Anthony opened a Hot Fellas brick-and-mortar cafe (using a pun for male genitalia to alter that phrase) and his current lover, Giuseppe, an aspiring poet played by Sebastiano Pigazzi, temporarily became a Hot Fella to help with its launch -- thanks largely to his ability to fill out the skin-tight uniform.

On the show, a character played by Mario Cantone, right, runs the bakery and gets help from his boyfriend, played by Sebastiano Pigazzi.

Many details from the show were incorporated, including a phone made to look like a baguette.


More than a thousand pastry pieces were prepared for the event and they ran out on both days. 


Over the weekend, that fictional cafe spilled into reality when Librae Bakery in downtown Manhattan was transformed into Hot Fellas, festooned with fictional branding, baguette-shaped light sconces sourced straight from the set and signage with quotes from the show, like, "He made my sourdough rise in the workplace."

Three Hot Fellas from the show, in their uniforms, mingled with fans -- flexing their arms and posing for selfies to a chorus of flirty shrieks. It had, in other words, all the hallmarks of an event primed for social media to market a show that, almost three decades after the original aired, is trying to resonate with new audiences.

On the first day of the pop up, Mr. Cantone and Mr. Pigazzi got behind the counter to box up pastries for the fans standing in a line that snaked up the block. At one point, Mr. Cantone strolled into the kitchen and started rolling croissants -- a task that came somewhat naturally to him, he said in an interview.

"Every night, I cook for my husband," he said. "I love food. I always say to the ladies, and the men, too -- if you're out on a date and you're eating incredible food and you are just making yummy sounds and moaning, and just the passion that you feel for this food that you're eating is so expressed, and your date is just going, 'Mmm this is good.' Don't go home with them. It will be a dead experience, because food and sex is -- it's all the same stuff."

When Mr. Pigazzi, standing nearby, was asked if he wore any prosthetics to fill out his uniform, he smirked and replied, "Only my hair dresser knows for sure."

The timing of the pop up was planned to coincide with the opening of the Hot Fellas cafe on the show, said Rebecca Newman, the culinary director of Librae Bakery, who wore big croissant earrings and a hair clip that looked like a stick of butter. It took the studio and the bakery roughly a year of coordination to make that work. They prepared "over a thousand" pieces of pastries, Ms. Newman said, and ran out of them on both days.

The crowd had a mix of fans who were relatively new to the reboot and those who had been with Carrie and her friends since the beginning.

Phones were always at the ready at the made-for-Instagram event.


Mr. Cantone was happy to help prepare some of the food, saying he loves to cook at home.


Jess Gearan, 25, first started watching "Sex and the City" about four years ago with her roommate Allyson Hawkins. Like other Gen Zers who have recently discovered the show, Ms. Gearan embraced the protagonist, Carrie Bradshaw, and her crew, even if their lives felt far removed from her own.

"We watch it all the time, like when we're cooking and on the weekend," Ms. Gearan said.

"Obviously, it's different from the New York dating scene now, but I think there are good pieces to take from it, like your girlfriends are your soulmates," Ms. Hawkins said.

The reboot of the show had had some awkward attempts at evolving with the mores of modern culture, but Maddie Lane, 26, who had started watching the show when she was in high school, said she found it fun to see the original characters enter "the world that we live in now."

As they waited in line, women from the show's original fan base recounted how they had navigated their early dating lives while watching "Sex and the City" and how they resonated today with the matured versions of the characters and their new friends.

"I have had a lot of life events in New York City -- I've been married, divorced and a second marriage -- a lot of different things that I can relate to with all of the characters," said Holly Brown, 48, an artist and private school art teacher. She met her current husband, who is from the Netherlands, on OkCupid in 2015. "I told him, 'Well, if you want to go out, you've got to fly to New York and take me to dinner,'" she said. "And he did -- we had our first kiss in a taxi, our first face-to-face meeting was at Port Authority. It's such a 'Sex and the City' episode."

Rachna Kalia, 48, was visiting New York from London when she found out about the pop up. "'Sex and the City' has been part of my story for like, 25 years. So to actually be part of a tiny bit of it? It's amazing," she said. As a single, child-free woman, she connects with the reboot's new character Seema Patel, who is played by Sarita Choudhury. "I get her completely," Ms. Kalia said.

Rachna Kalia and Holly Brown were fans of the original series, "Sex and the City," who visited the event which was tied to the show's reboot.

The Librae Bakery staff were on hand to make the event go smoothly.


No wardrobe malfunctions were reported at the two-day event.


Nearby, a mother and daughter from Australia took photos with the Hot Fellas. Carrie McLeod, 47, is such a big fan of the original show that she named her daughter Charlotte, after the character Charlotte York. During their trip, Carrie and Charlotte, 19, took the "Sex and the City" New York tour, hitting all the well-known stops from the series.

When it started to rain, the fans in line took out their umbrellas and raincoats, determined to catch a glimpse of Mr. Cantone and Mr. Pigazzi, and grab free pastries. The Hot Fellas circulated to keep spirits up, handing out cookies to those at the back of the line.

Gaspare Asaro, 84, who was dressed in a full suit and tie and was headed to his grandson's baptism at a church nearby, stopped to take a picture of the crowd outside the cafe.

"  I saw this mass of people, so I asked a girl, 'What is going on?' Maybe it's a celebrity over here or they're just waiting for the food?" he said. "That is life in New York."

When asked if he had heard of the show, he shook his head and walked on.
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Fed Holds Rates Steady Amid Vast Economic Uncertainty

Officials at the Federal Reserve left interest rates unchanged, as they brace for the effects of President Trump's policies on trade, taxes and immigration.

Federal Funds Target Rate


Note: The rate since December 2008 is the midpoint of the federal funds target range.


By Colby Smith
Reporting from Washington


Jun 18, 2025 at 05:04 PM

The Federal Reserve held interest rates steady on Wednesday as expected, but new projections released alongside the decision showed officials are extremely divided about how significantly they will be able to lower borrowing costs this year as they brace for inflation to rise sharply as growth tumbles.

The central bank paused interest rate reductions in January following a series of cuts in late 2024 that lowered borrowing costs by a percentage point. In the months since, officials have maintained a "wait-and-see" stance, seeking greater clarity on how President Trump's policies will affect the economy before making any major policy moves.

Wednesday's unanimous decision, which kept interest rates at a range of 4.25 percent to 4.5 percent, shows that this approach still holds at a time when there is vast uncertainty. That includes questions about which countries will face Mr. Trump's tariffs and how punishing those rates may be; how expansive the administration's immigration crackdown will be, and whether Republicans will be able to slash taxes and cut spending as their bill making its way through Congress intends.

The Fed now must also contend with an escalating conflict between Israel and Iran, which has further clouded the economic outlook.

Jerome H. Powell, the Fed chair, conveyed little urgency in a news conference on Wednesday for the central bank to change its approach at this juncture. While he acknowledged that the labor market had cooled off, he made clear that he saw "nothing that's troubling at this time."

"The labor market is not crying out for a rate cut," he added at one point. At the same time, Mr. Powell said there was broad expectation that tariffs would soon bid up inflation meaningfully in the coming months.

"We feel like the right thing to do is to be where we are," he said.

New projections released on Wednesday showed that some officials still see a path to lower interest rates this year despite a higher risk of a stagflationary shock, in which inflation accelerates as growth turns sluggish. But many do not, teeing up a potential clash among policymakers in future rate decisions.

Nine of the 19 policymakers penciled in fewer cuts this year, with seven forecasting no more reductions and two predicting just one quarter-point move.


Asked about the wide dispersion of views, Mr. Powell acknowledged that there was a "pretty healthy diversity of views on the committee."

"No one holds these rate paths with a lot of conviction," he added.

The forecasts suggest the Fed will remain at odds with Mr. Trump, who has demanded significantly lower interest rates from the central bank. The president has for months pressured the central bank to reduce borrowing costs, repeatedly lambasting Mr. Powell, and at one point raising the prospects of terminating him before his leadership term is up in May 2026.

Mr. Trump revived those attacks as recently as Wednesday, just hours before the Fed's rate decision. He repeatedly called Mr. Powell "stupid" and floated the idea of installing himself as chair of the central bank as he called for borrowing costs to drop by 2.5 percentage points. That is significantly more than what policymakers at the Fed suggest is appropriate given their worries about inflation flaring back up.

By the end of 2026, most officials expected interest rates to decline only slightly, to a range of 3.5 percent to 3.75 percent, less than what was projected in March. Officials maintained that over a longer time horizon, the so-called neutral rate, which neither speeds up nor slows down demand, had steadied at 3 percent.

Policymakers at the Fed now expect the economy to grow only 1.4 percent this year, down from 1.7 percent in March. They also predict unemployment to rise to 4.5 percent, higher than their estimates three months ago and above the current 4.2 percent rate.

Officials simultaneously lifted their year-end forecast for "core" inflation, which strips out volatile food and energy prices and is seen as the most accurate gauge of underlying price pressures, to 3.1 percent. That is up from 2.8 percent in March and 2.5 percent in December.

The range of the forecasts for this year was also extremely wide, underscoring the vast uncertainty of the moment. Officials thought core inflation could end the year at anywhere from 2.5 percent to 3.5 percent. They thought the economy could grow anywhere from 1.1 percent to 2.1 percent.

The forecasts make clear how significantly Mr. Trump has upended the economic outlook since his return to the White House. Recent data, which does not yet reflect the full effects of the president's policies, suggested that the Fed was close to having in hand an elusive "soft landing," in which it tamed inflation after a surge following the pandemic without tanking the economy.

Overall inflation has stayed muted in recent months, even as the core measure has proved slightly stickier, and it is now within spitting distance of the Fed's longstanding 2 percent target. Many companies have held off passing along price increases to their customers and are still working through stockpiles of inventory they amassed earlier this year to avoid the higher costs associated with the tariffs. Mr. Powell on Wednesday warned that this could soon change, saying that the duration of the tariffs remain "highly uncertain."

He added that without tariffs, his confidence that inflation is coming down would have been building.

If the central bank moves too quickly to lower interest rates, it risks inflaming inflationary pressures that are already poised to flare back up because of Mr. Trump's tariffs. On the flip side, if it waits too long to cut, it could cause undue economic damage at a time when employers are already scaling back on hiring and fewer Americans are entering the work force.

Claims for unemployment benefits have already started to creep up but layoffs overall remain low, helping to keep the unemployment rate remarkably stable around 4.2 percent.

With such high stakes, officials have signaled that they want to have in hand tangible evidence on which way the economy is breaking before making any big decisions. That suggests the Fed's wait-and-see approach will endure throughout the summer, postponing until September at the earliest what is likely to be an intense debate about the path forward for borrowing costs.
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Aiming at the Dollar, China Makes a Pitch for Its Currency

The leader of China's central bank made a clear though indirect critique of the dollar's role as the world's main currency.

Pan Gongsheng, the governor of the People's Bank of China, at the Lujiazui Forum on Wednesday. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Keith Bradsher
Reporting from Shanghai


Jun 18, 2025 at 09:05 AM

The governor of China's central bank outlined a plan on Wednesday for a global financial system that relies on several major currencies, not just the dollar, as Beijing steps up its campaign to weaken the U.S. dollar's primacy.

Pan Gongsheng, the governor of the People's Bank of China, did not mention the dollar by name but gave an extended critique of the potential dangers of international reliance on a single country's currency.

In a coded reference to the United States, Mr. Pan cited the dangers posed by fiscal and regulatory problems in the country issuing the world's main currency.

These problems may "overflow to the world in the form of financial risks, and even evolve into an international financial crisis," he said.

The Trump administration has spoken about weakening the dollar against other currencies to make U.S. exports more attractive to buyers abroad. The dollar has weakened considerably this year, including an 11 percent decline against the euro.

A weaker dollar could help narrow the American trade deficit. But it also has the potential to increase the cost of U.S. government borrowing amid ever-rising federal budget deficits.

China has kept the value of its currency, the renminbi, tightly linked to the dollar. That has meant it has fallen along with the dollar, making the price of China's exports even more competitive in Europe, a major trading partner, and elsewhere.

A neighborhood of garment workers in Guangzhou, China. The Chinese government is emphasizing more support for advanced manufacturing and a global role for China's currency, instead of helping consumers. Qilai Shen for The New York Times


The dollar is by far the primary currency used in global trade, including when China is involved, followed by the euro. The renminbi has grown in use in recent years but remains a minor player in international trade.

Mr. Pan warned that a country with a dominant currency inevitably seeks to unfairly "weaponize" it during geopolitical conflicts. China is closely aligned with Russia, Iran and North Korea and has objected to American measures aimed at choking off commerce with those countries.

China buys practically all of Iran's oil exports and much of Russia's oil and gas exports, and conducts these transactions through small Chinese banks and companies that have little need for dollars.

The strength of the dollar lies partly in its widespread use in financing international trade. Banks often rely on long-established procedures that are tied to the dollar, including some that still send faxes. Mr. Pan took aim at these arrangements, calling for more cross-border payments to use emerging technologies, including China's digital renminbi. That could make it easier to experiment with transactions in currencies other than the dollar.

Mr. Pan and other top Chinese officials spoke on Wednesday at the opening in Shanghai of the Lujiazui Forum, the main annual gathering of China's financial policymakers and executives.

China faces formidable obstacles in promoting the renminbi as an alternative to the dollar. One of the biggest is that China has a huge and still rising trade surplus. As a result, much of the renminbi in overseas circulation is typically used to buy more Chinese goods or pay debts to China.

In addition, China tightly restricts how renminbi can be moved in or out of the country. The goal is to prevent Chinese companies and households from sending their savings to other countries for safekeeping or better financial returns. But these restrictions make the renminbi an ineffective way for foreigners to store value.

Beijing has in recent years persuaded developing countries to settle some of their trade balances with China in renminbi.

"China is not globalizing the renminbi in the Western sense, but regionalizing it -- embedding the currency in trade, payments and state-to-state ties, particularly across the Global South," said Dan Wang, a China economist in the Singapore office of the Eurasia Group.

Mr. Pan conspicuously did not mention the financial struggles of China's consumers in his remarks on Wednesday. Neither did Chen Jining, the Politburo member who is the Communist Party leader of Shanghai. He gave the opening speech at the forum and focused on the role of China's financial sector in bankrolling investment in scientific and technological innovation.

The government-controlled banking sector has rapidly ramped up lending to manufacturers of electric cars, solar panels and other advanced technologies. At the same time, a collapse in the country's housing market has dealt a severe blow to consumer spending.

Much of the country's urban middle class has lost its life savings as apartment prices have fallen by a third to half. Prices started to plunge in 2021 after the government moved to address a decades-long speculative bubble that had driven real estate up as much as twentyfold in many cities, leaving new apartments unaffordable for many people.

Faint hints of a stabilization in consumer spending have emerged recently. Retail sales rose 6.4 percent in May from the same month last year, which was more than most economists had expected.

But that gain, revealed in data issued by China's National Bureau of Statistics on Monday, was propelled by sharp increases in a few categories of products made mainly in China, like household appliances, that have become eligible for government trade-in subsidies.

Li You contributed research.
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In 'Tehrangeles,' Iranian Americans Anxiously Watch War Unfold From Afar

The Los Angeles area is home to the biggest diaspora of Iranians. The growing war between Iran and Israel has rattled this tight-knit community.

Westwood, a neighborhood on the west side of Los Angeles, is home to the largest Iranian community outside of Iran.  Kendrick Brinson for The New York Times



By Orlando Mayorquin and Jesus Jimenez
Reporting from Los Angeles


Jun 18, 2025 at 10:03 AM

The afternoon sunshine set Westwood Boulevard aglow. It was an incongruous setting for Masud Valipour, as he sat inside his West Los Angeles bookshop on Tuesday and contemplated the destruction being unleashed more than 7,500 miles away in his native Iran.

"Somebody attacked my country," Mr. Valipour said of Israel's airstrikes on Iran that began on Friday.

Inside the Ketabsara bookshop, thick leather-bound books rose high off the shelves. Framed Persian calligraphy on the walls evoked a timelessness. Mr. Valipour said he opposes the Iranian regime. But he did not want to see his home country bombed.

Mr. Valipour, a U.S. citizen, has resigned himself to the possibility that the United States could join Israel's war against Iran. It wouldn't be a question of allegiances for Mr. Valipour.

"If there is fighting between parents, mom and dad, do I choose a side or say, 'OK, I'm going to talk to them to find a resolution?'" he said.

On Tuesday, in one of the most vibrant Iranian American communities in the United States, uncertainty and anxiety lingered among residents, as Iran and Israel continued another day of fierce fighting. Westwood, a neighborhood on the west side of Los Angeles near the U.C.L.A. campus, is home to the largest Iranian community outside of Iran. It has taken on many names, including Persian Square, Little Persia, Little Tehran and Tehrangeles, a combination of Tehran and Los Angeles.

After President Trump signaled that the United States could enter the conflict against Iran, reaction among the Iranian Americans in Westwood was a mix of dismay, concern and hope for the possible end of the Islamic regime.

Some in the neighborhood worried the conflict could divide the community. There were those, including many Jewish Iranians, who supported Israel's bombing campaign as a legitimate way to end the rule of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. And there were those who said they believe regime change should not come at the expense of innocent lives.

Israeli strikes have killed at least 224 people in Iran, according to the country's health ministry, and injured more than 1,400 people. Retaliatory strikes by Iran have killed at least 24 people in Israel, identified as civilians, with about 600 injured.

On Tuesday night, a man was on the phone with his father-in-law as he pulled up to Pink Orchid, a Middle Eastern bakery in Westwood. The man asked that his full name not be used, out of fear of retribution by the Iranian government if he returns to Iran.

As evacuations have intensified in Tehran, the man's father-in-law was among those stranded there. Gasoline stations had run out of fuel. "We're worried about families, our people," the man said, adding, "Some people couldn't coordinate, or they're too old, or they couldn't leave early enough and then they ran into gas problems."

Though he harbored no sympathy for the government and the military leaders who were killed in Israeli airstrikes, his main concern was with the safety of civilians.

"I just hope that when they consider airstrikes on western Tehran and other residential cities that they consider the fact that a lot of people don't have cars anymore, after 40 years of sanctions," the man said. "A lot of people don't have cars or the means to leave. So it's not as easy as just telling people to get up and go."

Of an estimated 400,000 Iranian-born immigrants living in the United States, more than a third live in the Los Angeles region. Many live in the Westwood area, but others live across West Los Angeles, including in Beverly Hills, where Iranian Americans have not just settled roots but have established political power.

Sharona Nazarian, the mayor of Beverly Hills, fled Iran with her family in 1979, seeking refuge from religious persecution as Iranian Jews, and has lived in Beverly Hills for more than 30 years. Ms. Nazarian is the first Iranian American woman to serve as the city's mayor.

In a statement, Ms. Nazarian said she felt compelled to speak out about the tensions between Israel and Iran, and expressed sympathy for innocent civilians.

"It's important to remember: Israel's conflict is not with the people of Iran," Ms. Nazarian said. "In fact, the people of Israel and Iran share a long and rich history of friendship dating back to the time of Cyrus the Great. The Iranian people have suffered deeply under a regime that has isolated them from the world and placed them in harm's way."

Shawn Hubler contributed reporting.
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Israeli Strikes Kill Civilians Across Iran

Israel has said it does not target Iranian civilians, but hundreds have died in the violence, among them a poet and her family, an equestrian and a graphic designer.

A copy of an Iranian newspaper showing people killed in recent Israeli strikes. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times



By Farnaz Fassihi, Leily Nikounazar and Parin Behrooz



Jun 18, 2025 at 11:26 PM

An 8-year-old girl who loved dancing in a red dress at her dentist's office. A 28-year-old national equestrian champion. A poet one week away from her 24th birthday. A graphic designer who worked at National Geographic. Grandparents in their 80s.

All are among the civilians killed during Israeli airstrikes on Iran.

Israel has said it does not target Iranian civilians, but hundreds have died in the violence. Every day since the war began, a new face, a new name, a new story of a life that ended violently and abruptly has emerged. The Ministry of Health has not updated casualty numbers since Sunday, when it said at least 224 people had been killed and nearly 2,000 injured, including women and children. Those figures are expected to grow in the coming days.

In interviews with more than 50 residents of Tehran, Shiraz, Isfahan, Ahvaz, Mashhad, Sanandaj, Amol, Ghazvin, Semnan, Karaj, Neishabour, and Tabriz, doctors, families and friends described the toll of the strikes. The New York Times also reviewed scores of videos, photos and testimonies documenting civilian casualties, injuries and the destruction of residential buildings.

The Israel Defense Forces have said the attacks on Iran are targeted assassinations of military commanders, government officials and nuclear scientists. But missiles and drones have also hit high-rise buildings and multistory apartment complexes where civilians also reside. Dr. Hossein Kermanpour, the spokesman for the Ministry of Health, said 90 percent of casualties were civilians, not military.

Parnia Abbasi, a poet one week away from her 24th birthday, was killed in an Israeli strike. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


In Tehran, the frequency of the Israeli strikes has completely upended daily life. The constant thud of air defense systems, the loud boom of explosions and the wailing sirens of ambulances and fire trucks have replaced the sounds of a metropolis typically buzzing with traffic, street music and the Muslim call to prayer.

Photos and videos show rescue crews rummaging through piles of debris. A father clutches his small baby in a white onesie drenched in blood. A man bleeding from the head leans against a motorcycle as a passerby tends his wound. The body of a small child, covered in gray dust, peeks out from the rubble.

"There's a lot of focus on the military targets but not much is being said about the many civilian casualties, in fact nothing is being said about them, which are much higher than the targeted killings," said Jila Baniyagoub, a prominent journalist and women's rights activist in Tehran.

Four physicians, including the director of a major hospital in Tehran, said that emergency rooms were overwhelmed.  The Ministry of Health announced on Monday that all medical staff members around the country were required to remain in their posts because of the acute need.

"This is unlike anything we've experienced before," said Ali, a 43-year-old engineer in Tehran and father of two small children who asked that his last name not be published for fear of retribution from Iranian officials for speaking publicly. He said deaths and casualties were hitting closer to home everyday and that a friend's sister had been killed when a building collapsed on her after a targeted strike.

Parnia Abbasi, the poet, graduated from college with a degree in English and landed a coveted job at the National Bank of Iran, where her mother had spent her career as a bank clerk until retirement. Her father was a public-school teacher. Ms. Abbasi once spoke at a panel for young poets and told the audience that she looked "at all my life events as stories I could write."

About six months ago, her parents realized a lifelong dream of purchasing a three-bedroom apartment in the Orkideh Complex, a compound of high-rise apartment buildings on Sattarkhan Street in central Tehran. On Friday morning, the building collapsed after it was hit by an Israeli missile.

The apartment building where the Abbasi family lived was struck by an Israeli missile.


Parnia Abbasi, her parents and brother were killed in a strike on their building.


The Abbasi family, including Parham, Ms. Abbasi's younger  brother, were killed.

"They had bought this house six or seven months ago under great financial pressure so that the children could have their own rooms. The love between this family was the envy of everyone. They were always together," said Hassan, a relative of the Abbasis' in Tehran, who asked that his last name not be published because of fears for his safety.

Tara Hajimiri, 8, loved folk dance and gymnastics. A video of her wearing a red dress as she danced her way into the chair at her dentist's office went viral on social media. She and 60 residents were killed in a massive strike on an apartment building on Patrice Lumumba Street on Saturday.

Tara Hajimiri


Reza, a 59-year-old computer engineer, said that his aunt and uncle, a couple in their 80s, were killed in an airstrike while they were sleeping on Saturday night. The force of the explosion toppled the building, he said.

The man had Parkinson's disease, said Reza. "It's so sad that innocent civilians are being impacted by this war. They were loving grandparents."

The damage to the building was so extensive that rescue workers have not yet retrieved the bodies. The family was informed to consider the couple dead. Reza said the couple's adult children go to the site every day, waiting for the bodies to be pulled from the rubble.

Saleh Bayrami, a veteran graphic designer for magazines like National Geographic and media companies, was driving home from a meeting on Sunday. He stopped at a red light at Quds Square, near the bustling Tajrish market in the northern part of Tehran. An Israeli missile landed on a major sewage pipe in the square, exploded into a ball of fire and killed him, according to colleagues and news reports.

Ava Meshkatian, a colleague who sat next to him at work, wrote a tribute to Mr. Bayrami on her Instagram page, describing him as kind, friendly and always smiling. "We have to write these things for others to read. For others to know, God only knows how devastated I am," she wrote.

Mehdi Poladvand, a 27-year-old member of a youth equestrian club and a national champion, spent the last day of his life on Friday at a racetrack in Karaj competing in a race. 

Mehdi Poladvand


Iranian news media described him as a rising talent who had won numerous championship titles in provincial competitions and national cups. He was killed along with his parents and sister when their apartment building was struck by an Israeli missile, his friend Arezou Malek, a fellow equestrian, told local Iranian media.

Niloufar Ghalehvand


At cemeteries across Iran, somber funeral services are being held daily, sometimes as missiles fly overhead. The coffin of Niloufar Ghalehvand, 32, a Pilates instructor, was covered with the flag of Iran, according to videos shared on social media by the sporting club where she worked. A small crowd wearing black can be seen standing around the coffin.

"We will always remember you," read a message from the sports club. "No to War."
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News ANalysis


Iran War Reflects a Changed Middle East and a New Israeli Military Doctrine

For years, Israel contained its conflicts with Tehran, Hamas and Hezbollah. The broad assault on Iran highlights a shift in strategy.

Smokes after Israeli airstrikes in Tehran on Tuesday. In Iran, Israel is carrying out the kind of broad and brazen attack that it long threatened but never dared to enact before. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times



By Patrick Kingsley
Patrick Kingsley, the Jerusalem bureau chief, has covered the Middle East for more than a decade.


Jun 18, 2025 at 10:13 AM

For nearly two decades, Israel avoided all-out war with its biggest enemies.

It fought contained conflicts with Hamas, but ultimately allowed the group to retain power in Gaza. It maintained an uneasy calm with the Lebanese militia Hezbollah, even as its fighters entrenched themselves in southern Lebanon. And despite planning a major assault on Iran, it limited its attacks to smaller, clandestine operations.

Israel's massive, ongoing assault on Iran highlights an extraordinary shift in Israeli military doctrine since Hamas, Iran's Palestinian ally, attacked the country in October 2023. It is a change that has redrawn the power dynamics in the Middle East, unraveled Iran's regional alliance and enshrined Israel as the dominant military force in the region.

Having given Hamas years to prepare for the Oct. 7 attack, Israel reversed course afterward to unleash one of the most destructive campaigns in recent warfare. It then assassinated most of Hezbollah's leadership and decimated large parts of southern Lebanon. Now, in Iran, it is carrying out the kind of broad and brazen attack that it long threatened but never dared to enact.

"We are changing the face of the Middle East," said Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel during a press briefing on Monday. "And this could lead to far-reaching changes within Iran itself," he added.

For now, that second claim remains unproven. The Israeli military campaign has weakened Iran, but it has not yet destroyed the country's nuclear program or collapsed its government, and it may still fall short of both. The war could also devolve into an intractable quagmire with no exit strategy or offramp.

Iranians lined up at gas stations in Tehran on Monday. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


Mr. Netanyahu's broader point is harder to contradict. Hamas is no longer a threat to Israel. Hezbollah's influence over Lebanon -- let alone the danger it poses to Israelis -- is much diminished. The government in Syria, a pillar of Iran's regional alliance, was overthrown last December, in part because Hezbollah could no longer come to its aid.

These tectonic shifts also speak to a vast change within the Israeli psyche and strategic outlook since Hamas's attack in October 2023.

For Israel's critics, the attack was the inevitable consequence of the country's blockade of Gaza, occupation of the West Bank, and failure to resolve the Palestinian conflict through diplomatic concessions. Many Israelis have drawn the opposite conclusion: They believe that the October attack -- the deadliest in Israeli history -- stemmed from Israel's failure to pre-emptively and decisively defeat its enemies.

"In the 20 years before Oct. 7, we allowed threats to develop beyond our borders, trusting that our intelligence would give us prior warnings of any attack," said Maj. Gen. Amos Yadlin, a former head of Israeli military intelligence.

"The trauma of Oct. 7 completely changed that mind-set and made us willing to take risks that we didn't take in the past," General Yadlin said. "We will no longer wait to be attacked, and we will not wait to be surprised."

The approach echoes Israel's strategic outlook in the early decades of its existence, when it often acted more swiftly and decisively to remove threats on its borders, General Yadlin said. The clearest example was in June 1967, when Israel pre-emptively attacked Egypt after the Egyptian military moved troops toward the Israeli border.

Israeli fighter aircraft over the Sinai Peninsula of Egypt in June 1967. Israel's current approach in the Middle East echoes its strategic outlook in the early decades of its existence, when it often acted swiftly and decisively to remove threats on its borders. Israel Defense Forces, via Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


"As Egypt massed troops on our southern border, we did not wait to be surprised," General Yadlin said. "Now, we are reviving that doctrine."

Israel's new approach is the culmination of months of re-evaluation, during which the military's confidence -- crushed by the failures of Oct. 7 -- was gradually restored.

While Israel's approach to Hamas was immediately wrathful, the country was initially wary of taking on Hezbollah and Iran. Mr. Netanyahu called off a pre-emptive attack on Hezbollah in the first week of the war in 2023, amid fears that Israel would struggle to maintain a multi-front war against the Iran-led alliance.

For nearly a year, Israel fought only a low-level border conflict with Hezbollah. Despite increasing clashes with Tehran in 2024, Israel limited its strikes on Iran to avoid an all-out conflict.

Israel's approach began to change last September, when a sequence of unexpected moves allowed Israel to decimate much of Hezbollah's senior leadership.

That increased Israel's confidence and prompted its leaders to order a more decisive assault on the group. Troops invaded southern Lebanon and the air force killed Hezbollah's secretary general, Hassan Nasrallah.

Israel then severely weakened Iran's air defense systems and successfully repelled massive barrages of Iranian missiles, giving Israel greater confidence in its offensive and defensive abilities. More than a year after Oct. 7, Israeli leaders finally concluded that they had a rare window of opportunity to mount a decisive blow against Iran's nuclear program.

An oil storage west of Tehran was hit by Israeli airstrikes on Sunday. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


Though Israel's new approach has undercut Iran's regional influence, it has done little to resolve Israel's oldest and most intractable problem: the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

In Gaza, Israel's retaliation has led to widespread destruction and bloodshed, reinstating a fearsome sense of Israeli might and reducing Hamas's threat for a generation.

But the conflict has provided no clear long-term trajectory for either Gaza or the wider Palestinian question. Mr. Netanyahu has consistently ignored opportunities to end the war, balking at the idea of either leaving Hamas's remnants in charge or allowing other Palestinian groups to take over.

"Instead, we are left with only bad options," said Tzipi Livni, a former Israeli foreign minister. "Either occupation or chaos, rather than a diplomatic process involving moderate regional and Palestinian stakeholders that could change the reality on the ground for both Palestinians and Israelis."

A similarly aimless dynamic could yet emerge in Iran, analysts said, if the Israeli leadership fails to clearly define its goals there and set an exit strategy.

For now, Israeli officials hope the United States will join the attack and help Israel destroy Iran's nuclear enrichment facilities. If the United States stays away, and if Iran refuses to stop the enrichment by choice, it is unclear whether Israel's forceful new doctrine will achieve the kind of game-changing outcomes that many Israelis desire.

"One wonders whether effective military performance is matched by a sober political vision," said Nimrod Novik, a former senior Israeli official and a fellow at Israel Policy Forum, a research group in New York. "Or, like in Gaza, we are left without an endgame. Time will tell."

Johnatan Reiss and Gabby Sobelman contributed reporting.
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Troops in Mideast Would Be Vulnerable to Iran Strikes on U.S. Targets

Iran's leader vowed that his country would respond to any U.S. involvement in the war with Israel.



By Lara Jakes
Lara Jakes writes about weapons and global conflicts.


Jun 18, 2025 at 05:44 PM

Thousands of American troops could be in Iran's direct line of fire if President Trump joins Israel in attacking Tehran's nuclear program and military, as he said on Wednesday that he may or may not do.

Many would have only minutes to take cover from an incoming Iranian missile.

Experts expect that if Mr. Trump orders the American military to directly participate in Israel's bombing campaign, Iran will quickly retaliate against U.S. troops stationed across the Middle East.

"The Americans should know that any U.S. military intervention will undoubtedly be accompanied by irreparable damage," Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, warned on Wednesday, according to state news media.

More than 40,000 U.S. active-duty troops and civilians are working for the Pentagon in the Middle East, and billions of dollars in weapons and military equipment are stored there. Over decades, both during and after war, the American military has fortified its defenses in the region, said Dana Stroul, the Pentagon's top official for Middle East policy during the Biden administration.

The United States further strengthened those defenses, she said, after Hamas's brutal attacks on Israel in October 2023, which set off a broader conflict between Israel and Iran's regional allies.

"In some ways, the U.S. military has absolutely set the theater to respond to Iranian attacks, should the regime choose to turn its missiles or activate its militias against U.S. forces," Ms. Stroul said on Wednesday.

She added, "The tipping point in whether this expands, is what decisions the United States makes in the coming days, with respect to partnering with Israel in offensive operations."

Adel Abdel Ghafar, a senior analyst at the Middle East Council on Global Affairs in Doha, Qatar, predicted that American troops stationed in Iraq, Bahrain and Kuwait would be Iran's first targets. Nonessential American personnel and family have already been withdrawn from the embassies in those three countries.

Iran's proxy fighters in neighboring Shiite-majority Iraq and elsewhere pose a formidable ground threat to American military and diplomatic outposts, Mr. Abdel Ghafar said. And it would take only three or four minutes for a ballistic missile fired from Iran to hit bases in Gulf countries housing U.S. troops, he said.

"This gives much less time for air defenses" to intercept incoming missiles, he said, "so it would be disastrous."

Hundreds of, if not a few thousand, American troops are stationed in other countries in the Middle East, including in Jordan, Syria and Oman. The precise numbers weren't available as the Trump administration looks to trim its footprint in some places, like Syria.

Here is where American troops in the Middle East might be most vulnerable.

Iraq

As many as 2,500 American troops and military contractors are in Iraq, based in the capital, Baghdad, as well as in the northern Kurdish region and in the western desert. The Al Asad desert base, which is controlled by the Iraqi military, was targeted by Shiite forces backed by Iran earlier this week in drone strikes. American forces stationed there shot down the weapons.

The American military has a fraught relationship with the Iraqis, after the eight-year war and the occupation that ended in 2011, but U.S. troops were welcomed back just a few years later to fight Islamic State militants who had seized control of areas in the country's north and west. In 2020, the Trump administration ordered an airstrike that killed the commander of Iran's elite Quds Force, Maj. Gen. Qassim Suleimani, as he arrived in Baghdad to meet with Iraq's prime minister. The strike escalated tensions between Washington and Tehran.

Bahrain

The headquarters of the Navy's Fifth Fleet are in Manama, Bahrain, and host about 9,000 U.S. military and civilian personnel. Part of its mission is to ensure safe passage for commercial ships through the Strait of Hormuz, where 20 percent of the world's oil supply flows through. Iran has threatened to seed the strait with as many as 6,000 naval mines, a tactic meant to pin American warships in the Persian Gulf. It would also disrupt global oil trade, especially for Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, which ship a lot of oil through the strait, as well as energy buyers like China and India.

Kuwait

Five bases in Kuwait, where about 13,500 American troops are stationed, have served for decades as an essential staging point for forces, weapons and military equipment on their way to battlefields around the world.

Military ties between Kuwait and the United States have remained strong since the Persian Gulf war of 1991. After Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, the United States led a coalition to contain Saddam Hussein's forces in the region and keep him from seizing Saudi Arabia. Within months, U.S. forces had chased Saddam's troops back into Iraq, liberating Kuwait. American troops have been based in Kuwait ever since.

More than a decade later, in 2003, U.S. and international troops used Kuwait as a launchpad to invade Iraq and oust Saddam.

Qatar

The Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar is the largest U.S. military site in the Middle East and is the regional headquarters for the U.S. Central Command, which oversees forces in the region. About 10,000 troops are stationed there.

The U.S. military has been using Al Udeid since the days after the Sept. 11 attacks, when it positioned planes there to target the Taliban and Al Qaeda in Afghanistan. Two years later, Al Udeid became the main U.S. air operations hub in the region. U.S. commanders used it to coordinate a wide variety of missions during the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as strikes against ISIS in Syria. The Air Force has deployed a wide variety of aircraft there, from advanced fighters and long-range bombers to drones, transport planes and in-flight refueling tankers.

It also became the central evacuation point for tens of thousands of Afghans and Americans who fled Afghanistan in 2021 when the U.S. military withdrew.

United Arab Emirates

About 3,500 U.S. military personnel are at the Al Dhafra Air Base, outside Abu Dhabi, where the United States has deployed F-22 fighter jets in recent years, including to protect Emirati fuel tankers that were attacked by Iran-linked Houthi fighters in 2022.

The 380th Air Expeditionary Wing of the U.S. Air Force is based at Al Dhafra, from where it has launched combat operations against the Islamic State and the Houthis, and in Afghanistan. It also has been used as an intelligence-gathering and surveillance unit during the U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as for aerial refueling.

Graphic by Daniel Wood.
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News Analysis


Trump, Iran and the Specter of Iraq: 'We Bought All the Happy Talk'

 President Trump is pondering swift military action in Iran. There were similar expectations that the war in Iraq would be quick and triumphant.

President George W. Bush and Condoleezza Rice, the national security adviser, in the Oval Office in March 2003. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Elisabeth Bumiller
Reporting from Washington 


Jun 19, 2025 at 12:38 AM

A little more than 22 years ago, Washington was on edge as a president stood on the precipice of ordering an invasion of Baghdad. The expectation was that it would be a quick, triumphant "mission accomplished."

By the time the United States withdrew nearly nine years and more than 4,000 American and 100,000 Iraqi deaths later, the war had become a historic lesson of miscalculation and unintended consequences.

The specter of Iraq now hangs over a deeply divided, anxious Washington. President Trump, who campaigned against America's "forever wars," is pondering a swift deployment of American military might in Iran. This time there are not some 200,000 American troops massed in the Middle East, or antiwar demonstrations around the world. But the sense of dread and the unknown feels in many ways the same.

"So much of this is the same story told again," said Vali R. Nasr, an Iranian American who is a professor at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies. "Once upon a time we didn't know better, and we bought all the happy talk about Iraq. But every single assumption proved wrong."

There are many similarities. The Bush administration and its allies saw the invasion of Iraq as a "cakewalk" and promised that U.S. troops would be greeted as liberators. There were internal disputes over the intelligence that justified the war. A phalanx of neoconservatives pushed hard for the chance to get rid of Saddam Hussein, the longtime dictator of Iraq. 

And America held its breath waiting for President George W. Bush to announce a final decision.

Today Trump allies argue that coming to the aid of Israel by dropping 30,000-pound "bunker buster" bombs on Fordo, Iran's most fortified nuclear site, could be a one-off event that would transform the Middle East. There is a dispute over intelligence between Tulsi Gabbard, Mr. Trump's director of national intelligence, who said in March that Iran was not actively building a nuclear weapon, and Mr. Trump, who retorted on Tuesday that "I don't care what she said." Iran, he added, was in fact close to a nuclear weapon. 

Some of the same neoconservatives who pushed for the war in Iraq are now pushing for war with Iran. "You've got to go to war with the president you have," said William Kristol, a Never Trumper and editor at large of The Bulwark who was a prominent advocate of war with Iraq. "If you really think that Iran can't have nuclear weapons, we have a chance to try to finish the job."

And once again the nation is waiting for a president to decide. "I may do it, I may not do it, nobody knows what I'm going to do," Mr. Trump said Wednesday when asked about his thinking on striking Iranian nuclear facilities.

There are the familiar questions about an endgame. Mr. Bush landed on the aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln, and under a "Mission Accomplished" banner he triumphantly declared combat operations in Iraq were at an end. But the country was in chaos as he spoke. 

Today many American officials fear there will be a wider war if the United States bombs Fordo, including retaliatory attacks on U.S. bases in the region by pro-Iran militias and strikes on ships in the Red Sea by the Iran-backed Houthis. 

Adm. William F. Fallon, who in 2007 and 2008 oversaw all American military operations in the Middle East as head of U.S. Central Command, said on Wednesday that he had concerns about Iran spiraling out of control after an American strike.

"What's the plan?" he said. "What's the strategy? What's the desired end state? Iran not having a nuclear weapon is something few people would disagree with. But what is the relationship we would have with Iran in the bigger Middle East? We're just knee-jerking.''

One person who sees little similarity between the run up to Iraq and now is David H. Petraeus, the general who commanded American forces in Iraq and Afghanistan and led the 101st Airborne Division in the initial invasion in Baghdad. "This is clearly the potential run up to military action, but it's not the invasion of a country," he said on Wednesday.

Mr. Trump, he said, should deliver an ultimatum to Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the supreme leader of Iran, and order him to agree to the complete dismantlement of his nuclear program or face "the complete destruction of your country and your regime and your people." If the supreme leader rejects the ultimatum, Mr. Petraeus said, "that improves our legitimacy and then reluctantly we blow them to smithereens."

Mr. Nasr said a hopeful scenario after a strike would be the total destruction of Fordo and an Iran that comes to the table and agrees to a negotiated end to its nuclear program. But if the Iranians respond militarily, as they say they will, Mr. Nasr said that Mr. Trump would be compelled to counterattack, particularly if Americans are killed on U.S. bases in the region.

"And then you don't know where it's going to stop, and Trump is really risking a repeat of the Iraq war," he said. Iran is larger than Iraq, he noted, with a population of roughly 90 million and a far more capable, nationalistic military than the Iraqi army.

John Bolton, a neoconservative who served as one of Mr. Trump's first term national security advisers, was a big advocate for the war in Iraq, and is now a supporter of a U.S. attack on Iran.

"Bomb Fordo and be done with it," he said on Wednesday. "I think this is long overdue.'' 

Mr. Bolton wrote a book about his time working for Mr. Trump that enraged the president, and Mr. Trump retaliated by revoking Mr. Bolton's Secret Service protection, despite death threats that Mr. Bolton faces from Iran. 

The two no longer speak, so Mr. Bolton said he had no idea what Mr. Trump would decide. He was not sure if Mr. Trump knew himself. But in his experience, Mr. Bolton said, Mr. Trump was "frantic and agitated" in national security crises.

"He talks to a lot of people and he's looking for somebody who will say the magic words,"  Mr. Bolton said. "He'll hear something and he'll decide, 'That's right, that's what I believe.' Which lasts until he has the next conversation."
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U.S. Revokes Visa of Panama's Former President Who Criticized Trump Deal

Two politicians who spoke out against recent accords between the United States and Panama lost their permission to travel to the United States.

The former Panamanian president Martin Torrijos in Panama City last year. Johan Ordonez/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Frances Robles



Jun 17, 2025 at 07:25 PM

The U.S. State Department revoked the travel visas of a former president of Panama and a Panamanian presidential candidate, a move the politicians said was direct retaliation for speaking out against recent deals their country made with President Trump.

Martin Torrijos, who was president of Panama from 2004 to 2009, announced at a news conference on Monday that he had been notified by the U.S. government that his visa had been canceled. Ricardo Lombana, a lawyer who came in second in Panama's presidential election last year, said he received word in an email on Monday that his visa had also been yanked.

"I want to warn you that this is not just about me, and not just in my capacity as former president of the republic," Mr. Torrijos said. "This is a warning to all Panamanians that criticism of the Panamanian government's actions regarding its relations with the United States will not be tolerated."

The visa revocations came after months of tensions between Panama and Mr. Trump, who quickly after taking office vowed to take back the Panama Canal, which was built by the United States, but returned to Panama by President Jimmy Carter.

Panama's current president, Jose Raul Mulino, vowed to stand up for Panama's sovereignty but then took measures that his critics called concessions to Mr. Trump. Mr. Mulino agreed to accept non-Panamanian migrants deported from the United States and signed an agreement that would allow more U.S. troops on three former U.S. bases in Panama.

The United States said Mr. Mulino had also agreed to waive the fees American warships pay to transit the canal -- a deal Mr. Mulino denied making, but later agreed to.

Mr. Torrijos and Mr. Lombana were political rivals who both ran for president last year, losing to Mr. Mulino. (Mr. Torrijos came in third.)

They joined forces in April to speak out after the U.S. defense secretary, Pete Hegseth, visited Panama, calling the trip critical to secure the canal and "counter China's maligned influence" in the region.

Mr. Hegseth and Mr. Mulino signed several agreements, including one allowing increased presence of U.S. troops in the country.

The two politicians joined a group of about 1,500 people who signed an open letter calling the deals "harmful to national sovereignty."

The U.S. State Department declined to explain why the two politicians' travel visas were revoked. "Visa records are confidential under U.S. law; therefore, we cannot comment on individual cases," the State Department said in a statement. "What we can say is that a U.S. visa is a privilege, and not a right."

The Pentagon and a spokeswoman for Panama's presidency did not immediately reply to requests for comment.

Carlos Ruiz-Hernandez, a former deputy foreign minister of Panama who helped negotiate the agreements, said the opposition politicians exaggerated the contents of the accords, which he considered standard memorandums of understanding for military training.

Critics who accuse Mr. Mulino of capitulating to the Trump administration ignore the times he publicly pushed back against the Trump administration, he said.

"He calls balls and strikes," Mr. Ruiz-Hernandez said.

But Mr. Torrijos and Mr. Lombana say their vocal opposition was enough to get them barred from entering the United States, what would be an alarming move considering that the State Department generally uses visa revocations to punish foreign officials for acts of corruption or human rights abuses.

Three other former Panamanian presidents have had their visas revoked for corruption, including Juan Carlos Varela, Ricardo Martinelli and Ernesto Perez Balladares, who was accused of trafficking visas for Chinese immigrants.

"It seems like the United States of America, or at least the government of the United States of America, didn't like at all that we have our voice and defend our dignity," Mr. Lombana said in an interview.

He said the accords with the United States violated Panama's laws and its Constitution. Panamanians were particularly rankled because the English version of the joint communique between Panama and the United States left out a key sentence that the Spanish version included -- which emphasized respecting Panama's sovereignty.

Mr. Torrijos and Mr. Lombana said that sticking up for their country was more important than being allowed to enter the United States.

"If defending my country's interests and rejecting foreign military presence carries with it the consequence of having my visa revoked," Mr. Torrijos said, "I accept this with pride."
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Austria Moves to Tighten Gun Laws After Deadly School Shooting

The government announced proposals to make it harder to buy a firearm after a gunman killed nine students and a teacher.

A vigil for the victims of the school shooting in Graz, Austria.  Darko Bandic/Associated Press



By Christopher F. Schuetze
Reporting from Berlin


Jun 18, 2025 at 05:55 PM

The Austrian government on Wednesday proposed a bundle of new laws on private gun ownership, eight days after the deadliest school shooting in the country's history.

The measures include raising the minimum age to own some firearms, including handguns, to 25 from 21, strengthening the mandatory psychological test that must be passed to buy a gun and instituting a four-week waiting period between the purchase and the delivery of a first weapon.

The government also wants to make it easier for the results of psychological evaluations to be more easily shared among government agencies.

"Nothing we do, including what we have decided today, will bring back the 10 people we lost last Tuesday," Chancellor Christian Stocker of Austria said. "We are painfully aware of this. But I can promise you one thing: We will learn from this tragedy," he added.

The suspect in the shooting, who the police said had been found dead in an apparent suicide, was a 21-year-old former student of the school who had dropped out; his identity has not been disclosed because of Austrian privacy laws. Nine students and a teacher died in the attack. The motive is unclear, but the police have confirmed the suspect's fascination with past school shootings and his reverence for their perpetrators.

The man failed the psychological test required as part of the assessment for military service, and those who knew him described him as conspicuously antisocial. Yet he was able to buy the guns that he used -- a Glock pistol and a shotgun that he had modified -- legally.

Lawmakers are expected to approve the new rules by a big majority, a sign of how deeply the attack in Graz, Austria's second largest city, shocked the country.

Austria has some of the laxest gun-ownership laws in Europe. Under current rules, the shotgun the shooter used can be bought by anyone over 18. The suspect was able to buy the handgun after passing a psychological test.

There are roughly 1.5 million privately owned firearms registered in Austria, a country of just over nine million, often for hunting or sport shooting. Mr. Stocker said that hunters would not be affected by the new rules.

The proposals include tougher restrictions that are not directly related to guns. The government wants to double the number of school psychologists working in schools in the next three years and to make it mandatory that students who drop out undergo psychological assessments. It is also seeking to restrict children's access to social media.

The broad acceptance of the push to strengthen the country's gun laws was evident when Herbert Kickl, the firebrand leader of the far-right Freedom Party, who typically opposes most government proposals, spoke in Parliament on the issue on Monday. Instead of challenging the new controls, he insisted only that the government take more time before it comes up with recommendations.

"I don't think now is the time to pledge or announce that this or that measure will solve a problem," he told lawmakers.

The investigation into the attack last week has not concluded. On Tuesday, the police said they had found five clips for the pistol on the shooter's body and another 18 bullets in his backpack. He appears to have shot the handgun roughly 50 times before killing himself in the school laboratory, about a minute after officers arrived at the scene.

The police also confirmed that the man posted a photo of his lower body, taken in a school bathroom, on social media immediately before the attack.

Mr. Stocker said that the government would make 20 million euros, about $23 million, available for the families of the victims to handle costs such as funerals.
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Spain Blames Planning Missteps and Technical Problems for Huge Power Outage 

The Spanish government ruled out a cyberattack, saying that a series of failures led to the nationwide blackout in April.

Barcelona, Spain, on April 28, when much of the city was without electricity after a power outage. Josep Lago/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Amelia Nierenberg and Jose Bautista
Amelia Nierenberg reported from London and Jose Bautista from Madrid.


Jun 18, 2025 at 04:31 PM

The Spanish government said that a nationwide blackout in April that was one of the worst power failures in recent European history was largely caused by planning missteps and cascading technical issues.

Almost two months after tens of millions of people across the Iberian Peninsula lost power, the government said in a report released Tuesday that it had ruled out a cyberattack as the cause. It largely blamed the national grid operator and private companies for what it said were failures to respond to a surge in voltage that led to small problems in the grid that then snowballed.

The state power company, Red Electrica, countered the report on Wednesday, saying that it took reasonable measures to respond to the problems and was not to blame for the disruption.

The report is Spain's first major public analysis -- and likely last -- over what caused an outage that prompted huge disruptions to daily life, stopping trains for hours, shutting down traffic lights and stalling elevators.

European Union officials, experts and the power company had said at the time that a cyberattack was unlikely, but Spanish officials said they could not rule it out. The government had asked European regulators and various domestic agencies to investigate what happened.

Presenting the government's report on Tuesday, Sara Aagesen, Spain's minister of ecological transition, said that the grid had failed to respond after a series of unusual voltage variations on April 28.

A power plant that could have helped the Spanish grid manage the disruptions on the day of the outage was offline, as were other parts of Spain's electrical infrastructure, said Ms. Aagesen, who manages Spain's energy policy.

Red Electrica had received warnings that something was awry but failed to respond adequately, she said.

The day after the power failure, Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said that he expected answers within "hours or days" amid widespread outrage over the extent of the outage. Many Spaniards have grown frustrated over the wait for answers.

Ms. Aagesen told reporters that Spain's system still needs significant improvements but that the country was working to strengthen measures to protect the grid.
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Do Californians Really Pay Trump's Bills?

The rising tension between President Trump and Gov. Gavin Newsom is reviving questions about who pays into -- and who takes from -- the federal government.

Gov. Gavin Newsom, with President Trump in January, has said California is a "donor state." Mark Schiefelbein/Associated Press



By Ben Blatt



Jun 12, 2025 at 09:29 PM

In his escalating conflict with President Trump, Gov. Gavin Newsom suggested last week that California had some leverage over the federal government. "We pay over $80 BILLION more in taxes than we get back," he wrote on X. "Maybe it's time to cut that off." His office followed up with a news release titled "Californians pay Trump's bills."

In case you missed it, California is the biggest "donor state" in the country -- providing around $83 billion more to the federal government than it receives from the federal government -- nearly three times as much as the next biggest "donor state."


Though Mr. Newsom has since said he wouldn't ask state residents to withhold federal taxes, he said he still felt the need to respond to Mr. Trump's threats to cut off federal funding to the state and to the deployment of active duty military to Los Angeles amid protests.

The term "donor states" might be relatively obscure, but it captures a dynamic that underlies many national policy debates. And it taps into longstanding philosophical questions about whether it's fair that some states prop up the country more than others -- and whether that's the right way to look at things in the first place.

Which states are donor states?

Most of the donor states are rich, blue states. Think Massachusetts, New Jersey, Washington and, yes, California.

The "recipient states" are mostly poor states like New Mexico, West Virginia and Mississippi. There are a few exceptions, like Virginia, a blue state whose residents receive, on net, about $12,000 in federal contracts and wages more than they pay in taxes. On average, residents from recipient states receive about $3,000 more than they pay.


There are a few different ways one could calculate these figures (more on that later), but the Rockefeller Institute has been tabulating estimates for years, and its numbers, shown above, are often the ones cited by politicians themselves.

What determines if your state is a donor or recipient?

It's a simple equation: taxes paid to the federal government minus payments received from it. If it's positive, you're a donor state. If it's negative, you're a recipient state.

Each state's math varies some, but here's how the taxes paid roughly break down:



	85 percent Personal income taxes or social insurance taxes, like Social Security and Medicare





	15 percent Corporate income taxes, or smaller taxes like the estate tax or excise taxes on gas and alcohol



When a politician says a state is "paying the federal government," it (mostly) refers to the money flowing from a state's residents and private companies, not the state itself. Saying "Massachusetts pays $20,000 per capita" really means "all the federal taxes paid by individuals and organizations in Massachusetts averages out to $20,000 per resident."

No matter what phrasing you use, a state like Massachusetts pays much more than West Virginia, which sends about $8,500 per resident to the federal government.

On the other side is payments flowing from the federal government to states:



	60 percent Direct payments to individuals, almost all Social Security and Medicare


	20 percent Grants to states to disperse; primarily Medicaid, the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families welfare program and things like highway funding and housing assistance


	20 percent Wages to federal employees or contractors



Direct payments from the federal government don't vary as much as taxes do. West Virginia receives the most direct payments per state (around $12,000 per resident), while states at the bottom of the list, like Colorado or California, receive about $8,500.

Why do politicians use this term?

It can be a very useful political message, especially for representatives from wealthy states. Lynn Holland, a fellow at the Rockefeller Institute, says the first person to push the concept was a New York Democratic senator, Daniel Patrick Moynihan, in the 1980s and 1990s. New York was often criticized for wastefully spending federal tax dollars, especially regarding welfare programs, which Senator Moynihan felt was unfair.

"Other senators would use the language like New York was a parasite," Ms. Holland said. "He was like, no -- in fact, we are subsidizing other states, not the other way around."

Gov. Newsom's recent use of the term mirrors this sentiment. In a recent podcast, he used California's "donor" status to argue his state was a "tent pole of the American economy" while pointing out Texas was a taker.

"It is a mythology that somehow red states are dominating and blue states are struggling," he said.

In 2020, Gov. Andrew Cuomo used the term to defend federal coronavirus relief spending in New York, emphasizing that New York was "the No. 1 donor state," while Mitch McConnell's Kentucky was "taking our dollars out of the pot."

Republicans from wealthy blue states use the term, too. Chris Christie, the Republican former governor of New Jersey, and Mike Lawler, a Republican congressman from New York, have both used the term to argue for increases in the state and local tax (SALT) deduction cap. Critics of the current cap say it penalizes people in high-income but high-cost areas.

What's limiting about it?

It's easy to use "donor states" to score political points, but it's not necessarily useful beyond that. And aspects of it are flawed, arbitrary or counterintuitive.

If as part of the calculation you remove federal contracts and wages (you can make a fair argument they are payment for specific services and different from the taxes and entitlements that everyone participates in), then at least the number of states that are donors or recipients become more even.

Scott Hodge, former president of the Tax Foundation, a think tank that generally favors lower taxes, says the main reason New York is a donor state is its disproportionate number of millionaires, and the federal government has a progressive income tax.

If you applied the same methodology to individuals, he said, he would personally go from donor to recipient if he retired and became someone who paid no income tax and received Social Security. Similarly, a state's donor status can change based on the makeup of its citizens, which it might not necessarily control.

"It's nonsensical to think that a state should receive as much back as it sends in taxes, because you have all these other factors at work that drive these things," Mr. Hodge said. 

When politicians in New York or California push for a higher SALT cap, citing "donor state" status, they are arguing that the tax code should be changed. And that in turn would tip the donor/recipient status of their state to be more balanced.

In any analysis, you have to make choices of what to count and what to exclude, acknowledged Ms. Holland of the Rockefeller Institute. But because taxes and direct payments make up most of the math, the general conclusion (including California's donor-state status) is consistent year to year and study to study.

There are some exceptions. During the pandemic, New York, which took the brunt of the first virus wave, became a recipient state because it got a large and disproportionate amount of relief money.

Finally, the institute uses states as the unit of comparison, even though it's individuals who are sending and receiving money. 

Could you ever make the states more equal?

If you wanted to make all donor and recipient states closer to break-even states, and you didn't care about other objectives, you could try something like a flat tax. Right now the difference in net payments between New York and West Virginia is about $12,500 per person. If a flat tax were enacted in which each adult paid about $12,000 in income tax, the gap between those two states would shrink to under $5,000 per person while being budget neutral. (We're using a flat tax purely as an illustrative example, whether or not it is politically desirable.)

Other options would require similarly immense changes to the government -- drastic changes to taxes or entitlements -- that are either hard to imagine happening or that would probably go against the stated priorities of a Democratic governor like Mr. Newsom.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/12/upshot/trump-california-donor-states.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Supreme Court Justices Disclose International Travel and Book Deals

Annual financial disclosures revealed some of the perks of being on the Supreme Court, including international teaching and book sales.

The financial disclosures of Supreme Court justices offered a window into some of the perks of being part of the nation's highest court. Erin Schaff/The New York Times



By Abbie VanSickle
Reporting from Washington


Jun 17, 2025 at 08:27 PM

Trips to lecture in Europe, Latin America and Hawaii. Millions of dollars in book deals. Income from teaching at prestigious law schools.

Supreme Court justices offered a window into some of the perks of being part of the nation's highest court in their annual financial disclosures, which were released on Tuesday and covered the justices' activities last year.

Under a federal law passed after the Watergate scandal in the 1970s, the justices must disclose gifts, travel and outside income. There has been increased scrutiny of the disclosures in recent years, particularly after revelations that Justice Clarence Thomas had failed to disclose years of lavish gifts and travel from wealthy friends, including the Texas billionaire Harlan Crow.

Justice Thomas has said he did not believe that he was required to disclose the gifts.

In his latest report, Justice Thomas listed no gifts or private jet travel. In an addendum, however, he wrote that he had "inadvertently omitted" a life insurance policy from prior reports. The policy, he noted, was purchased in July 2001 and terminated last month.

Justice Thomas indicated that the policy covered someone other than himself, and added that "confusion arose on whether the policy needed to be disclosed."

He did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

The forms are only a few pages and provide limited details. But they often give colorful examples of the justices' lives off the bench.

Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. disclosed that he was given transportation, lodging and meals on a two-week trip to Ireland last summer, where he taught a course on Supreme Court history for New England Law, a Boston-based law school.

Justice Sonia Sotomayor was gifted travel to Panama, Switzerland and Hawaii to speak and to meet with law students. And Justice Neil M. Gorsuch spent much of July in Europe, teaching in Germany and Portugal.

Under court ethics rules, teaching remains one of the ways that justices can earn outside income, and many of them spend the summer months -- when the court is typically in recess -- teaching in far-flung places.

The forms also highlight the income that several justices have received from writing and selling books, another way justices can supplement income. The money from books often far eclipses court salaries, which are roughly $300,000.

A majority of the justices have written books. Last year, Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson published a best-selling memoir, "Lovely One," which chronicled her childhood and rise to becoming the first Black woman on the court. The justice disclosed more than $2 million from her book advance and a string of book-related appearances, including in New York, San Francisco and Miami, where she was raised.

Justice Sotomayor and Justice Thomas have also written best-selling memoirs, and Justice Sotomayor has released several children's books. Justice Sotomayor disclosed that she earned more than $130,000 in book royalties and advances in 2024.

Justice Gorsuch has written several books, including one published last summer in which he argued that Americans were inundated with too many laws and regulations. Justice Gorsuch disclosed about $250,000 in book royalties.

Publishers have announced upcoming memoirs by Justice Amy Coney Barrett and Justice Brett Kavanaugh, but neither disclosed income in the latest reports.

Justice Barrett received a reported $2 million book deal shortly after joining the court. In her financial disclosure for 2021, she disclosed a payment of $425,000. Justice Kavanaugh disclosed $340,000 from his publisher on his 2023 financial form.

Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. did not release his disclosure form on Tuesday. He requested a 90-day extension, according to a spokeswoman for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, which publishes the disclosures.

Justice Alito typically requests extensions.

Last year, he disclosed receiving music festival tickets from Princess Gloria von Thurn und Taxis, an anti-abortion, anti-immigration provocateur and conservative Catholic with ties to the European far right.

The princess, known in the 1980s for her jeweled tiaras, multicolored mohawk and friendships with celebrities like Michael Jackson and Princess Diana, invited the justice and his wife to stay for free at her 500-room Bavarian palace for her annual musical celebration in the summer of 2023.

She also arranged for them to attend a well-known festival celebrating the German composer Richard Wagner.

The princess had told The Times that she considered the justice a "hero" for his opposition to abortion. Justice Alito wrote the court's opinion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, which overturned the constitutional right to abortion.
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Trump Administration Will End L.G.B.T.Q. Suicide Prevention Service

The federal government says it will maintain funding for a national suicide prevention hotline, but no longer pay for specialized support for L.G.B.T.Q. people.

The Trevor Project, a nonprofit that has provided specialized support to L.G.B.T.Q. callers to the 988 suicide prevention hotline, said that it had received a stop-work order, effective July 17. Jon Elswick/Associated Press



By Maggie Astor



Jun 18, 2025 at 05:39 PM

The Trump administration has instructed the national suicide prevention hotline to stop offering specialized support to L.G.B.T.Q. callers next month, saying those callers can rely on the hotline's general services.

The Trevor Project, a nonprofit that has provided that specialized support to L.G.B.T.Q. callers to the 988 suicide prevention hotline, said Wednesday that it had received a stop-work order for that service, effective July 17, and provided a copy of the order to The New York Times.

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, the agency within the Department of Health and Human Services that oversees the hotline, confirmed the decision.

The option for L.G.B.T.Q. support was established in 2022 based on a recognition that gay and transgender people experience distinct mental health issues -- often driven by family rejection and societal discrimination -- and have disproportionately high suicide rates.

In a statement that referred to "L.G.B.+ youth services" -- omitting the "T" for transgender -- SAMHSA said the decision was based on a desire to "no longer silo" those services and to "focus on serving all help seekers." A spokesman for the White House responded to an inquiry by referring to that statement, and a spokeswoman for H.H.S. said that the L.G.B.T.Q. section had "run out of congressionally directed funding" and that continuing to fund it would jeopardize the entire hotline.

However, the White House Office of Management and Budget has previously described the hotline's L.G.B.T.Q. section as "a chat service where children are encouraged to embrace radical gender ideology by 'counselors' without consent or knowledge of their parents." That language reflects the Trump administration's broader efforts to eliminate services for and legal recognition of transgender people.

Those efforts have also included cutting funding for research on L.G.B.T.Q. people's health, and executive orders seeking to eliminate diversity, equity and inclusion efforts, which affect L.G.B.T.Q. people as well as people of color and others.

Some groups that rely on federal funding have scaled back services in response. The RAINN sexual assault crisis hotline, for example, instructed employees earlier this year not to refer callers to resources specific to L.G.B.T.Q. people, immigrants and other marginalized groups.

The news of the hotline's L.G.B.T.Q. cut came just before the Supreme Court on Wednesday upheld a Tennessee ban on gender-affirming care for transgender minors, one of a slew of state anti-transgender laws passed in recent years.

The Trevor Project said it would continue to provide crisis services through its own hotline.

"I want every L.G.B.T.Q.+ young person to know that you are worthy, you are loved and you belong -- despite this heartbreaking news," Jaymes Black, its chief executive, said in a statement. "The Trevor Project's crisis counselors are here for you 24/7, just as we always have been."

The government's decision could cut the number of people the organization serves in half. In 2024, Trevor Project counselors helped about 500,000 people, of which 231,000 came through the 988 line, said Zach Eisenstein, a spokesman for the organization.

The Trump administration had previously indicated that it wanted to cut funding to 988's L.G.B.T.Q. section; its budget proposals for the federal health department called for zeroing it out. (The hotline would maintain the same overall funding of $520 million, but not direct any to an L.G.B.T.Q. section, which accounted for a small portion, $33 million.)

However, those proposals were for the 2026 fiscal year and subject to congressional approval. The new announcement makes the elimination imminent.

In May, more than 100 House members signed a letter urging the health department to preserve the L.G.B.T.Q. option, and seven senators signed a similar letter. The Trevor Project is also circulating a petition and running a crowdfunding campaign to try to compensate for lost federal dollars.

"But now it's the Hail Mary, the true five-alarm fire," Mr. Eisenstein said, "because we only have a matter of days."
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A Senator Who Was on a Hit List Fears the Fueling of Political Violence

Senator Tina Smith of Minnesota learned that her friend was assassinated, and that she had been a potential target herself. Now, she has blunt thoughts on who bears blame for violent outbursts.

Senator Tina Smith of Minnesota this week confronted a fellow senator, Mike Lee of Utah, over online posts he made about the killings in her state.  Anna Rose Layden for The New York Times



By Lisa Lerer



Jun 18, 2025 at 10:03 AM

Senator Tina Smith of Minnesota woke early Saturday morning to a nightmare. Her friend, State Representative Melissa Hortman, had been assassinated in her home, killed alongside her husband.

Friends since 2011, when Ms. Smith worked as chief of staff for former Gov. Mark Dayton, the two women had been together the night before at an annual Democratic Party fund-raising dinner.

Ms. Smith soon learned from law enforcement officials that she, too, had been on the suspect's target list, which included dozens of Democrats. Even for an official who has faced threats for years, both as a politician and earlier in her career as an employee of Planned Parenthood, the killings were both heartbreaking and chilling. Senator Chuck Schumer, the minority leader, requested extra security for Ms. Smith and her fellow Minnesota Democrat, Senator Amy Klobuchar.

In an interview, Ms. Smith attributed what she said was a political environment awash in violent threats and actions to a toxic atmosphere created by President Trump.

"The uptick in political violence and people being willing to use violence as a means to achieve their political ends," she said. "I believe that it is fueled by the president's willingness to use violent rhetoric and to cheer on the people that are doing violence on his behalf."

She returned to the Senate on Monday to increased security concerns and what she saw as cruel treatment from one of her fellow senators, Mike Lee, a Republican from Utah.

Breaking with her typically measured presence in the Senate, Ms. Smith confronted Mr. Lee in the halls of the chamber after he issued what she said were callous messages on social media about the deaths from his personal account.

Mr. Lee had written about the killing of Ms. Hortman and her husband, Mark, that "this is what happens When Marxists don't get their way." In a second message on X, he posted a photo of the suspect with the caption "Nightmare on Waltz Street" -- an apparent reference to Gov. Tim Walz, a Democrat and the party's former vice-presidential nominee.

Mr. Lee has since deleted the messages and did not respond to a request for comment on them. But Ms. Smith, who plans to retire from her seat when her term ends next year, says that's far from enough.

"Nearly eight million people interacted with those tweets. They contained false and vicious information and they included a picture of the man that murdered my friend probably taken just seconds before they opened the door and lost their lives," she said. "That's deeply irresponsible and heartless, and I think he needs to take responsibility for that."

Our conversation has been edited for length and clarity.

Hi, Senator. I'm very sorry for your loss.

It's been a stunning and shattering several days. Just so deeply sad and also so disorienting in many ways to lose these people who we had just seen and who were so important to us and so well loved in their community. And then to be grappling with this massive uptick in political violence and this politically motivated attack and concerns about my own safety and safety of my colleagues and others that appeared on this target list. It feels like a very sad and dangerous time.

Are you worried about your safety?

I feel very safe right now. I was really grateful for how quickly the local law enforcement, along with Capitol Police, came to make sure that I was safe while we were waiting to apprehend this man. These murders happened on Friday night late, and he wasn't apprehended until Sunday, so it was a long weekend.

There has been a series of violent episodes in politics in recent months. What do you think they say about the state of the country?

The uptick in political violence and people being willing to use violence as a means to achieve their political ends is unprecedented certainly in this century. I believe that it is fueled by the president's willingness to use violent rhetoric and to cheer on the people that are doing violence on his behalf. It's impossible to ignore the facts that he pardoned people who attacked the Capitol and assaulted police officers because he believes that they did it in his name.

And I can't ignore the reality that he is pardoning nearly two dozen anti-abortion activists who were convicted under the FACE Act. I feel like we're at a real tipping point, and the question is, are we going to keep on tipping forward into more chaos and more violence, or are people and leaders in this country going to pull us back from the precipice?

I was really struck by the photo of you talking to Senator Lee. What did you tell him? And why did you feel the need to confront him?

I try to focus on the work and not get involved in the drama of this place. But I was so hurt and offended on behalf of my state by what he had done. I also think that in national politics we tend to treat everything as part of a reality TV show. I wanted to have a person-to-person conversation. I did not approach him with the spirit of hostility. I wanted to communicate with him directly, so that he was hearing directly from me, what impact I thought his messages on X had on my state and on the people who lost loved ones.

He seemed a little surprised to find himself in this conversation. I think people who have this sort of social media life where they say whatever the hell they feel like saying on their social media are never really held accountable for it. I was holding him accountable. 

How did he respond? He has since deleted those messages.

He wasn't apologetic, but I felt as if he was listening to what I was saying. He said something that would indicate that he certainly wasn't intending to hurt me or the people in my state. But of course, you have to take responsibility for what you do, and I have yet to hear him take responsibility.

I'm glad that those tweets are deleted, but over nearly eight million people interacted with those tweets, they contained false and vicious information, and they included a picture of the man that murdered my friend probably taken just seconds before they opened the door and lost their lives, and that's deeply irresponsible and heartless. And I think he needs to take responsibility for that.

Do you think there's any hope for cooling the temperature?

I will always have hope. I'm just struck by a conversation I had on the Senate floor when a number of my colleagues came over to wish me condolences after these terrible murders in Minnesota. The conversation turned to members on both sides of the aisle who deal with threats to their life. I hope that, as we all are exposed to this violence, we can come together and step away from the precipice.
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Obama, Back in Public Eye, Offers a Careful Warning of a Democratic Slide

He spoke about the risks of autocracy during an appearance on Tuesday night with the writer Heather Cox Richardson at a time of deep volatility for his party, the country and the world.

Former President Barack Obama at an event in Chicago last year. He has shied away from offering running commentary on politics or on President Trump. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times



By Lisa Lerer
Reporting from Hartford, Conn.


Jun 17, 2025 at 05:13 PM

Former President Barack Obama warned on Tuesday night that the country was "dangerously close" to allowing its government officials to act in a way "consistent with autocracies," offering a veiled rebuke of the Trump administration that was delivered with trademark caution.

Appearing before a civic group in Hartford, Conn., during a tumultuous stretch for the country both at home and abroad, Mr. Obama offered a winding explanation about the dangers facing American democracy. He pointed to an erosion of traditional values like the rule of law, an independent judiciary, the freedom of the press and the right to protest.

"If you follow regularly what is said by those who are in charge of the federal government right now, there is a weak commitment to what we understood -- and not just my generation, at least since World War II -- our understanding of how a liberal democracy is supposed to work," he said during a discussion with Heather Cox Richardson, a popular anti-Trump writer and historian.

Democracy, Mr. Obama said, requires government workers, judges and lawyers at the Justice Department to uphold the Constitution and follow the law.

"It requires them to take that oath seriously, and when that isn't happening we start drifting into something that is not consistent with American democracy," he said. "It is consistent with autocracies. It is consistent with Hungary under Orban."

He went on: "We're not there yet completely, but I think that we are dangerously close to normalizing behavior like that. And we need people both outside government and inside government saying, 'Let's not go over that cliff because it's hard to recover.'"

Yet at a time when the country faces protests, political violence and the possibility of entering another foreign war, Mr. Obama kept his remarks to veiled critiques and professorial musings.

He made no mention of the growing speculation that President Trump could order the United States to openly enter the escalating war between Israel and Iran by bombing a key Iranian nuclear facility. Nor did he bring up the unusual pressures and threats the Democratic Party has been facing.

In recent days, a growing number of elected Democrats have been detained, and in some cases manhandled, by federal agents; a Democratic governor was threatened with arrest by Mr. Trump and with being "tarred and feathered" by the House speaker; and a Democratic state lawmaker in Minnesota and her husband were assassinated.

Instead, Mr. Obama encouraged others -- particularly those at law firms, universities and businesses -- to speak out against the demands of the Trump administration. Mr. Obama recognizes that he is unlikely to sway Republicans or Mr. Trump himself with any public critiques, so he has been focusing on issues where his words can have an effect, according to people who work with him. In April, he also called on universities and law firms to resist intimidation from the Trump administration.

On Tuesday evening, he offered a particularly stinging critique of affluent liberals before the audience in Connecticut, a wealthy Democratic state.

During his presidency, liberals felt "comfortable in their righteousness," he said, because it wasn't tested.

"You could be as progressive and socially conscious as you wanted and you did not have to pay a price," he said. "You could still make a lot of money. You could still hang out in Aspen and Milan and travel and have a house in the Hamptons and still think of yourself as a progressive." He added, "We now have a situation in which all of us are going to be tested in some way and we are going to have to decide what our commitments will be."

"Now things are a little different," he said. "You might lose some of your donors if you're a university and if you're a law firm, your billings might drop a little bit, which means you cannot remodel that kitchen in your house in the Hamptons this summer."

His comments were unlikely to satisfy Democratic officials and voters who have grumbled about his reluctance to wade into contemporary politics, wanting him to offer more vocal and frequent criticism of the Trump administration. But he has made clear that he does not intend to become a leader of the opposition. Audio and video recordings of his remarks on Tuesday night were forbidden, hampering their widespread transmission.

While he opposes much of Mr. Trump's agenda, Mr. Obama believes that offering a steady stream of criticism of the administration would dilute the power of his voice, according to people who work with him.

His remarks on Tuesday, which wound through the use of the internet in his early campaigns to a brief history of globalization over the past half-century, amounted to a call to restore democracy by resuscitating core values of the past. Mr. Obama lamented the loss of common ground, trust and even basic facts. Woven into his comments was a critique of Mr. Trump and the Republican Party -- though he never mentioned his successor by name.

"In 2020, one person won the election and it wasn't the guy complaining about it," he said. "That's just a fact. Just like my inauguration had more people." He added, "I don't care, but facts are important."

Mr. Obama added: "One of the most pernicious things that has happened is we have a situation now where we're not just arguing policy or values or opinions, but basic facts are being contested and that is a problem."

Behind the scenes, Mr. Obama maintains an open door to Democratic elected officials. He frequently offers advice to congressional leaders, governors, members of Congress and potential candidates who contact him for advice. Next month, he will headline a fund-raiser for the Democratic National Committee at the home of Gov. Phil Murphy of New Jersey, according to three people briefed on the plans.

At a time when his party's approval ratings are at historical lows, Mr. Obama remains the most popular living Democrat. Before his appearance on Tuesday, attendees posed before a backdrop with signs reading "Yes we still can" and "Hartford still has hope."

But his influence is not what it once was.

While many older Democrats are still nostalgic for the Obama years, an entire generation of voters have reached voting age in the two decades since he became a national political figure. His positions on policing, health care, immigration and trade were publicly rebuked by progressive Democrats during their contentious 2020 presidential primary race. Several of his former strategists, including Jen O'Malley Dillon and David Plouffe, played key roles in the party's losing campaign last year.

Many Democrats looked dimly on a campaign appearance last year for Kamala Harris, then the vice president, where Mr. Obama admonished some Black men who he said were not "feeling the idea of having a woman as president." Mr. Trump ended up nearly doubling his share of the vote from young Black men from 2020, according to exit polls and post-election surveys.

Still, Mr. Obama remains a draw with donors and on the campaign trail, able to pack an arena with thousands of supporters. His aides anticipate that he will offer to campaign for Representative Mikie Sherrill, the Democratic nominee for governor of New Jersey, and former Representative Abigail Spanberger, the party's candidate for governor of Virginia.

Mr. Obama is also busy writing the second volume of his memoir. He is producing television shows and documentaries through his company, Higher Ground, which recently released a documentary on the elite pilots of the Air Force Thunderbirds. And he is preparing for the opening of his presidential center in Chicago, which is scheduled for next spring. The privately run museum will contain digital copies of some of Mr. Obama's papers.

In private discussions, Mr. Obama has praised his party's bench of leaders in statehouses and in Congress, saying a new generation must lead Democrats into the future.

He has compared this moment to early 2005, when he arrived in the Senate with Democrats out of power in Washington, according to a person briefed on the conversations. In the 2006 midterm elections, Democrats gained control of Congress. And two years after that, he became the country's first Black president and re-energized the party.
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In a Year of Working Dangerously, Fear of Trump Marks Public Service Awards

The Trump administration's large cuts to the federal work force turned an annual celebration of federal workers into a reminder of loss.

David Lebryk, a former top Treasury Department official, said on Tuesday that "most of my career was spent trying to be unnoticed." Anna Rose Layden for The New York Times



By Elizabeth Williamson
Elizabeth Williamson reported from the Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medals ceremony in Washington.


Jun 18, 2025 at 02:07 AM

Every year in Washington, hundreds of federal workers put on gowns and tuxedos to honor colleagues who battle disease, pursue criminals and invent new technology, in what is billed as the Oscars of public service. Tearful honorees call co-workers and families onstage, and cabinet secretaries and the president offer thanks in person or by video.

Things looked different this year.

These are difficult times to be a nonpartisan federal expert, as the Trump administration has cast civil servants as villains and forced out a quarter-million of them. For the first time in the two-decade history of the Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medals, the federal employee of the year -- the biggest honor -- was no longer a federal employee.

David Lebryk, a former top Treasury Department official, was forced out of his career position for refusing to grant Elon Musk and his Department of Government Efficiency what he considered unlawful access to the government's payment system.

In accepting his award on Tuesday night, Mr. Lebryk noted that "most of my career was spent trying to be unnoticed." But he referred to the circumstances that led to his resignation, and offered a credo for public service.

"It is important to exercise principled leadership, make difficult decisions, have the courage and conviction to stand behind those decisions and be accountable and ultimately prepared to accept the consequences of those decisions," he said.

There were no other acceptance speeches for awards given at the event -- a departure from previous years -- because some honorees said they were fearful of even inadvertently irking the administration. At least one winner turned down the award because the worker's boss, a Trump appointee, forbade the worker to accept it.

Consequently, this year's event also served as "a reminder of what we're losing," said Max Stier, chief executive of the Partnership for Public Service, a nonprofit group that promotes an effective federal work force and sponsors the awards each year.

The ceremony was moved this year from the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the Washington epicenter of the Trump administration's culture wars, to the new Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg Center, which offered the space for free.

Past ceremonies have included such attractions as a panel featuring Jeff Bezos. This year a bluegrass band composed of National Institutes of Health employees, including a sickle cell anemia researcher on bass fiddle, provided entertainment.

The Sammies, as they are called, are named for Mr. Heyman, a former assistant U.S. attorney in Connecticut and a financier who founded the Partnership for Public Service in 2001. This year, 23 winners were chosen from among 350 nominees from 65 agencies.

Among the honorees was Maya Bretzius, a strategic adviser at the Internal Revenue Service who worked to overhaul its call center operations to provide faster help for taxpayers trying to reach roughly 25,000 customer service representatives.

In an interview ahead of the ceremony, she said she was committed to completing her project in time for the upcoming tax season, despite losing hundreds of operators to buyouts and resignations.

Ms. Bretzius, 35, said she accepted a 50 percent pay cut in 2023 when she joined the I.R.S. from the Boston Consulting Group. Government "was a place that aligned with the type of impact I wanted to make in the world," she said.

"I wanted people I grew up with in my community who don't always have ways to advocate for themselves to have a government that works efficiently and effectively," she added. "That is a really important part of democracy."

Alexander Maranghides, a fire protection engineer at the National Institute of Standards and Technology, was honored for decades of research into wildfires that spread to adjacent communities. His team recently condensed thousands of pages of research into a 169-page guide to planning evacuation routes, and an upcoming guide on hardening entire communities against fire.

Mr. Maranghides, an immigrant from Greece who helped with the investigation into the Sept. 11 attacks, said that the benefit of government research "is our neutrality."

"It's critical to what we do," he said. "We don't own fire engines. We don't own land. We're not responsible for writing building codes. All we do is science."

Mr. Lebryk was introduced by Timothy F. Geithner and Janet Yellen, two of the 11 former Treasury secretaries he served.

He oversaw the Bureau of the Fiscal Service, which collects government revenue and disburses $6 trillion a year in government payments on behalf of government agencies. He was honored for carrying out a law that improved transparency in government tax collection and spending; for delivering 480 million stimulus payments during the pandemic; and for his use of a fraud detection program that last year clawed back $7 billion in improper payments.

In an interview before the ceremony, Mr. Lebryk said he was surprised that his departure had generated such attention for "a career guy who does this sleepy stuff." He said he had "slept well" after he was forced to retire, "because we have the finest people in the fiscal service running these things."

Mr. Lebryk grew up in a single-parent household in Indiana, and attended college with the help of federal education grants. "The federal government can't and shouldn't do everything, but it made a significant difference in my life," he said.

The night before the awards, he addressed a group of incoming federal interns, encouraging them to pursue public service.

Eventually, he said, "things will break," and the administration "will have to turn to people who know how to fix things." He said he tells government colleagues to "take care of yourself, and take the long view; your skills are going to be needed in the future."

In preparation for Tuesday's program, he dug through photos documenting his 35 years in government. "I've been in Fort Knox, and sat on the gold. I helped Albania set up a ministry of finance after communism. I walked with George and Barbara Bush in the halls of Versailles," he said.

"There is no career I ever could have had that would have given me these experiences and these opportunities," he added. "I feel so lucky."

Eileen Sullivan contributed reporting.
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The Reagan-Appointed Judge Fast-Tracking Trump to Trial

Judge William G. Young's long career has been punctuated by high-profile cases and outspoken advocacy for the judiciary's value and fact-finding power.

Judge William G. Young in the courtroom in Boston in November 1980. David Tenenbaum/Associated Press



By Zach Montague
Reporting from Washington


Jun 18, 2025 at 10:02 AM

After 40 years on the federal bench, Judge William G. Young recently experienced what he viewed as a career first, and it didn't sit well with him.

"I have never seen government racial discrimination like this," Judge Young said on Monday, excoriating the Trump administration in a lengthy speech from the U.S. District Court in Boston.

In keeping with his usual process, he had ordered a quick trial to debate the merits of two lawsuits challenging some of the government's cuts to research grants and programs administered by the National Institutes of Health -- the first trial in the more than 400 cases contesting nearly all aspects of President Trump's agenda winding their way through the courts.

The grants at issue, which funded research into diversity-related topics like health disparities in Black and L.G.B.T.Q. communities, were canceled by Mr. Trump and N.I.H. leadership as part of the administration's efforts to eliminate diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives and roll back transgender rights. Judge Young cast his decision to block the cuts as his duty in following the Constitution.

"I am hesitant to draw this conclusion, but I have an unflinching obligation to draw it: that this represents racial discrimination," he said.

That Judge Young would deliver such a frank ruling was perhaps unsurprising. His long career -- President Ronald Reagan appointed him in 1985 -- has been punctuated by high-profile cases and outspoken advocacy for the value and fact-finding power of the judiciary.

In addition to the N.I.H. cases, Judge Young will preside this summer over other closely watched legal showdowns involving the Trump administration, including a lawsuit challenging the government's efforts to deport student activists and a case brought by Democratic-led states against the Trump administration's moves to halt progress on offshore wind farms as part of the president's enmity toward renewable energy.

An ultra-processed foods clinical trial at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Md., last year. Lexey Swall for The New York Times


The case involving student activists, which will proceed to a trial on July 7, has emerged as a key test of the limits on Mr. Trump's executive authority in his campaign to deport international students, and of the extent to which free speech rights apply to foreign nationals.

Born in Huntington, N.Y., on Long Island, Judge Young served as a captain in the Army between earning his undergraduate and law degrees at Harvard University. After law school, he went on to clerk for a judge on the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court.

Judge Young declined to comment for this article, citing pending cases. But in a document published on the Boston federal court's website called his "Common Book," he described the piece of advice given to him that he called "the lodestar of my own judicial practice."

"This is a trial court. Trial judges ought go on the bench every day and try cases," he wrote, quoting Justice John Henry Meagher, who served on the Massachusetts Superior Court.

At 84, Judge Young has kept up a fast-track approach, often collapsing procedural hearings together in an effort to push ahead to the substance of a trial.

Even after taking senior status in 2021 -- a moment when judges typically begin carrying a reduced caseload -- he has continued to manage a heavy docket, and delves into extended, informal disquisitions about his thinking on the matters before him.

In a sea of novel legal questions created by Mr. Trump's maximalist approach to power, Judge Young often enters as a veteran, forecasting possible legal minefields and urging the lawyers involved to come prepared.

Even in minor procedural hearings in the student activists case, he has pressed for early answers from the government about how campus demonstrations -- in support of Palestinians and against the current Israeli government -- were deemed a threat to the national interest by the secretary of state.

In that case, the groups suing the Trump administration have proposed introducing witnesses to speak to a climate of fear that their speech about Israel's military campaign could be grounds for deportation. In a May hearing, Judge Young warned the government's lawyers that any developments that could be seen as witness intimidation would draw "a severe adverse inference" from the court.

"This is a trial, I think it's a trial of some public significance, so let me say a couple of things about that," he said.

"If there's any threats or you are approached in any way, clients or lawyers, about your representation in this case, the issue of obstruction of justice is raised," he warned. "This is a trial. Trials are meant to be resolved on evidence with the cool, reflective, impartial adjudication of the facts."

Judge Young has confronted his share of ugly and difficult cases in his four decades on the bench. As a Massachusetts Superior Court judge, before he was appointed to the District Court by Mr. Reagan, he oversaw the trial of four men later convicted of aggravated rape. The case inspired the 1988 film "The Accused," starring Jodie Foster.

In 2002, Judge Young presided over the trial of Richard C. Reid, the Al Qaeda member known as the shoe bomber, who shouted a screed of threats when Judge Young sentenced him to life in prison over his plot to blow up a flight.

"You're not going to stand me down. You'll go down," Mr. Reid yelled at his sentencing. "Your flag will come down and so will your country."

"You see that flag, Mr. Reid? That's the flag of the United States of America," Judge Young responded. "That flag will fly there long after this is all forgotten."

Still, over the years, Judge Young has demonstrated a willingness to interrogate his profession. He has questioned the norms that underpin the justice system, and called out what he saw as flaws that put criminal defendants at a disadvantage. At different times, he has criticized mandatory sentencing guidelines and a culture of plea deals that he has said unfairly discourage people from seeking a jury trial.

Harvard students at a rally in support of international students at Harvard University in Cambridge, Mass., last month. Lucy Lu for The New York Times


In 2003, he wrote an open letter to his colleagues across the country, warning that "the American jury system is dying" as settlements, plea deals and arbitration had led to a sharp drop off in jury trials. The letter called for renewed efforts by the courts to make jury trials accessible and common once more.

"We preside over the largest, most daring, and most successful experiment in direct democracy ever attempted in the history of the world -- the American jury system," he wrote.

By the staid standards of most courtrooms, Judge Young's stands out for the loose and unpretentious -- if sometimes unorthodox -- atmosphere he cultivates.

In contrast to the many stark, windowless and fluorescent-lit federal courtrooms around the country, he decorates his with artwork by his father, Woodhull Young, a painter known for maritime scenes. At one point this year, he politely invited a judge from Japan, who was in court as part of a visiting fellowship at Harvard, to sit next to him on the bench, giving the lawyers arguing before him that day two jurists to face.

During some high-profile trials, he has been known to encourage participation and engagement from jurors, inviting them to not only pose legal questions to him, but also directly to witnesses. In a federal corruption trial in 2014, his invitation reportedly resulted in more than 270 juror inquiries, according to reporting by CommonWealth Beacon, a Massachusetts news outlet.

And before the media spectacle surrounding the O.J. Simpson murder trial, Judge Young participated in an early program aimed at introducing video cameras into federal courtrooms, an idea that has never fully gained traction despite pressure from several top lawmakers and public interest organizations.

"I'm very comfortable with it," he said in an interview in 1993. "I think it should be extended to criminal proceedings."

Judge Young's frankness on the bench may not be unique among federal jurists, but it has been pronounced in recent months when Justice Department lawyers have at times struggled to rationalize policies the government has pursued.

Leading up to the trial on Monday concerning the science grants, Judge Young had for weeks pressed government lawyers to come back with evidence about the process through which those grants were canceled, and answers about what authorities the administration had relied on.

"I have real concerns about even handedness here: I have concerns about, we're talking about health care; I have concerns about Black Americans; I have concerns about women; I have concerns about legitimate gender issues having to do with health," he said during a hearing in May.

"Don't any of you take this as prejudging anything: It isn't," he added. "It's just the court's attempt to be fully transparent and to grapple with the issues that the court is duty bound to grapple with."

When the government returned to present its case on Monday, many of the same questions re-emerged, and Judge Young reached his conclusion: The Trump administration had purposefully stopped health research that benefits vulnerable or underserved Americans.

"That's appalling," he said.

With Monday's ruling, Judge Young joined the ranks of other federal judges, including several Trump appointees, who have dealt a legal blow to Mr. Trump's agenda, however temporary. The Department of Health and Human Services has indicated it will appeal. Mr. Trump and his advisers have in recent months repeatedly criticized the federal judiciary, calling for judges who rule against him to be impeached.

Despite his outspokenness, Judge Young's words at times betray a yearning for a less divisive climate. In both his monologues from the bench and in small flourishes in his rulings, he often nods to the ceremony and tradition of the courts in a way that recalls a time when mutual respect and deference to the law were more standard in relations between the executive and judicial branches.

On the last page of an opinion in April, in which he declined to dismiss the case concerning student activists, he added a footnote at the end, explaining a change in how he signs orders.

"Now that I'm a senior district judge I adopt this format in honor of all the judicial colleagues, state and federal, with whom I have had the privilege to serve over the past 47 years," he wrote.

Instead of the typical "United States District Judge" that underlines most filings from his peers, the signature simply read: "William G. Young, Judge of the United States."
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From Resignation in Protest to Campaign for Congress

Bridget A. Brink, who stepped down as ambassador to Ukraine in April out of objections to President Trump's pro-Russian approach to the war, is now speaking out and running for office at home.

Bridget A. Brink while serving as ambassador to Ukraine in 2023. "I realized that I couldn't both serve my country the way I knew I had to do it to be consistent with the policy and stand by my own principles," she said of her resignation in protest of the Trump administration's policy toward the war. Andrew Kravchenko/Associated Press



By Peter Baker
Peter Baker, the chief White House correspondent, was previously based in Moscow and covered Ukraine for The Washington Post.


Jun 18, 2025 at 10:03 AM

She was "horrified" when President Trump berated Ukraine's president on camera in the Oval Office. She thought the president's peace overtures amounted to "appeasement." But when she came under pressure to stop calling Russia the "aggressor" for invading its neighbor, it was just too much.

Bridget A. Brink, a career foreign service officer, resigned in April as ambassador to Ukraine in protest of Mr. Trump's approach to the war. After serving five presidents of both parties for 28 years, she had finally been confronted with a policy she could not defend. Now she is speaking out and taking her opposition to the president to a different level by deciding to run for Congress.

"I decided to leave because I opposed the policy and I opposed, specifically, the pressure that was being put on Zelensky, on the Ukrainians -- and while we were letting the Russians off the hook," Ms. Brink said in an interview on Tuesday, referring to President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine. "I fully support pushing for an end to the war. But peace at any price is not peace, it's appeasement. And history has showed us that appeasement only means more war."

Ms. Brink said that the State Department made clear the dramatic switch in approach through the language it adopted after Mr. Trump took office in January. Instead of calling the full-scale invasion of 2022 and the continuing assault on Ukrainian cities "Russia's brutal war of aggression," as it previously did, the new wording was "the Russia-Ukraine war," she noted. That, she said, was a false equivalence that defied reality.

"I couldn't in any good conscience change the way I talk about it," she said. "I tried to find ways that I could thread that needle. I did try. But I failed. It was impossible to do. And I realized that I couldn't both serve my country the way I knew I had to do it to be consistent with the policy and stand by my own principles."

Having spent the past nearly three years helping to defend a young democracy under attack, Ms. Brink said she has come home to help defend an older democracy she believes is at risk. On Wednesday, she will formally announce her campaign as a Democrat for a House seat in her home state of Michigan.

"It's important to fight for democracy at home," she said. "I fought for democracy and for freedom abroad for a long time, but I think right now we need people with principles to stand up and do everything they can so that we end up in a place that remembers who we are: a country based on freedom, democracy, rule of law."

She is running in one of the most competitive House districts in the country, for a Lansing-based seat that was held by Elissa Slotkin, a Democrat, before her election to the Senate last year. It is now held by Tom Barrett, a Republican who won with 50 percent of the vote in November. Other Democrats also have their eye on the race, which will likely attract tens of millions of dollars in next year's midterm elections.

Ms. Brink, who grew up in Grand Rapids, may be an unlikely politician. In nearly three decades as a diplomat, she did tours of duty in Serbia, Cyprus, Georgia and Uzbekistan as well as stints at the State Department headquarters and on the staff of the National Security Council. Mr. Trump appointed her as ambassador to Slovakia in 2019.

President Joseph R. Biden Jr. sent her to Ukraine shortly after Russian forces invaded in 2022, and she ran a wartime embassy responsible for protecting American staff members while coordinating with the Ukrainian government as the United States set up an expansive pipeline of military aid. Among other things, she oversaw the largest U.S. Agency for International Development mission in the world before Mr. Trump dismantled the agency.

Her time in the region has given her a different view of President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia than Mr. Trump evinces. Unlike the American president, she said she does not believe that Mr. Putin is sincere about wanting peace. "I think he has no interest in ending the war," she said. "What he wants is to keep the negotiations going so he can change the facts on the ground."

But she said a "shadow of fear" has enveloped the diplomatic corps under Mr. Trump, discouraging professionals from offering any contrary views for fear of reprisal. "That's very deeply concerning," she said. "I think it puts our democracy at risk because our government and our civil servants, our public servants, are scared because they won't speak up."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/18/us/politics/bridget-brink-congress.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Iran Crisis Overshadowed as Senators Squabble at Hearing

A hearing featuring Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth exposed a major divide over the dangers of using U.S. troops domestically.

Video: Senators Ask Hegseth About Domestic Deployment of U.S. Troops

Senator Elissa Slotkin, Democrat of Michigan, asked Secretary Pete Hegseth if he had given troops deployed domestically orders "to shoot at unarmed protesters in any way?"


By Greg Jaffe
Reporting from Washington


Jun 18, 2025 at 09:26 PM

The prospect of a war typically leads lawmakers to rally around the military. That's not what happened on Wednesday.

While President Trump was demanding the Iranian leadership's "unconditional surrender," senators were accusing their rivals of politicizing the military and undermining support for the armed services.

The setting was an Armed Services Committee hearing, ostensibly on the defense budget. Democrats complained that Mr. Trump's deployment of Marines and National Guard forces to Los Angeles, over the objection of state and local leaders, was putting the military at odds with the citizens it was supposed to protect.

"All of my colleagues across the aisle, especially the ones that served, should want an apolitical military and not want citizens to be scared of their own military," Senator Elissa Slotkin, Democrat of Michigan, argued.

Republicans countered that former President Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s policies, which allowed transgender troops to serve openly and funded troops' travel for abortions, had done the real damage. "We've never seen the military politicized in a way that it was over those four years," said Senator Jim Banks, Republican of Indiana.

For the Pentagon, which appears to be on the cusp of a major conflict with Iran, the timing could not be worse. Mr. Trump refused to say explicitly on Wednesday whether he would order U.S. forces to attack Iran's nuclear sites and join Israel in its war.

"I may do it," he told reporters on the White House lawn. "I may not do it. I mean, nobody knows what I'm going to do."

The possibility has highlighted deep rifts inside the Republican Party between traditional defense hawks and those who believed Mr. Trump would keep America out of wars in the Middle East.

The Senate hearing exposed another major divide between Democrats and Republicans over how and when the military should be used on U.S. soil --  an increasingly common occurrence in Mr. Trump's second term.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth was asked early in the hearing whether he would ignore court orders regarding the domestic use of troops, if ordered to do so by Mr. Trump.

"I don't believe district courts should be setting national security policy," Mr. Hegseth said as Democrats questioned him about the legality of sending military personnel to Los Angeles amid protests over immigration raids. Pressed further, he said he would honor a ruling by the Supreme Court.

Mr. Hegseth sidestepped questions about whether he was preparing options for the president to strike Iran or to assist the Israelis in their operation to destroy Iran's nuclear capabilities.

"At the Defense Department, our job is to stand ready and prepared with options," Mr. Hegseth said. "And that's precisely what we're doing."

So Democrats and the independent senator Angus King instead pressed Mr. Hegseth on his decision to restore the names of military bases originally named for Confederate generals.

"Why are you doing this?" asked Mr. King, of Maine. "I don't understand what the motivation is to rename bases for people who took up arms against their country on behalf of slavery?"

Mr. Hegseth replied that veterans and active-duty troops felt a "legacy" and a "connection" to the bases and the old names.

The committee's Democrats also repeatedly pressed Mr. Hegseth on whether he had plans to continue deploying U.S. troops domestically. "We should not be using our military to play cops against Americans," said Senator Tammy Duckworth of Illinois, an Army veteran who lost her legs in the Iraq war.

Ms. Slotkin raised the issue in even starker terms, asking the defense secretary whether he had given troops orders "to shoot at unarmed protesters in any way?"

Mr. Hegseth laughed.

Ms. Slotkin reminded him that the former Defense Secretary Mark T. Esper wrote in his memoir that Mr. Trump had asked during racial justice demonstrations in 2020 why the military could not "just shoot" protesters in Washington in the legs.

"He had more guts and balls than you because he said, I am not going to send in the uniformed military to do something that I know in my gut is not right," Ms. Slotkin chided the defense secretary.

"I'd be careful what you read in books," Mr. Hegseth warned, "except for the Bible."

"Oh God," an exasperated Ms. Slotkin replied.
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Justice Dept. to Cut Two-Thirds of Inspectors Monitoring Gun Sales

The move is part of the Trump administration's effort to defang and downsize the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.

The Justice Department plans to eliminate 541 of the estimated 800 investigators responsible for determining whether federal dealers are following federal law and regulations. Desiree Rios for The New York Times



By Glenn Thrush
Reporting from Washington


Jun 18, 2025 at 11:30 PM

The Justice Department plans to slash the number of inspectors who monitor federally licensed gun dealers by two-thirds, sharply limiting the government's already crimped capacity to identify businesses that sell guns to criminals, according to budget documents.

The move, part of the Trump administration's effort to defang and downsize the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, comes as the department considers merging the A.T.F. and the Drug Enforcement Administration. It follows a rollback of Biden-era regulations aimed at stemming the spread of deadly homemade firearms, along with other gun control measures.

The department plans to eliminate 541 of the estimated 800 investigators responsible for determining whether federally licensed dealers are following federal law and regulations intended to keep guns away from traffickers, straw purchasers, criminals and those found to have severe mental illness, according to a budget summary quietly circulated last week.

Department officials estimated the reductions would reduce "A.T.F.'s capacity to regulate the firearms and explosives industries by approximately 40 percent" in the fiscal year starting in November -- even though the staff cuts represent two-thirds of the inspection work force. The cuts would help meet the White House demand that A.T.F. cut nearly a third from its budget of $1.6 billion.

News of the plan came as a shock to a work force already reeling from months of disruption. Several frontline agency staff members, who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of retribution, said the cuts would lead to hundreds of layoffs and effectively end the A.T.F.'s role as a serious regulator of gun sales, if they are not reversed by the White House or Congress.

"These are devastating cuts to law enforcement funding and would undermine A.T.F.'s ability to keep communities safe from gun violence," said John Feinblatt, the president of Everytown for Gun Safety, a nonprofit advocacy group founded by the former mayor of New York Michael R. Bloomberg. "This budget would be a win for unscrupulous gun dealers and a terrible setback for A.T.F.'s state and local law enforcement partners."

The inspection program is already woefully understaffed: A small percentage of the 100,000 or so dealers, collectors and manufacturers monitored by the A.T.F. are inspected in any given year -- and some licensees can go nearly a decade without facing routine regulatory scrutiny. The inspections have, nonetheless, become a target of Republicans, who view them as an intrusion into gun rights.

But A.T.F. officials, law enforcement groups and gun control activists see such routine monitoring as a fundamental safeguard against abuses that have led some retail outlets to become sources for criminals and straw purchasers paid to buy guns.

A spokesman for the Justice Department had no comment.

Attorney General Pam Bondi has already rolled back a range of Biden-era gun control measures, including a crackdown on federally licensed gun dealers who falsify business records and skip customer background checks.

She also directed the A.T.F. to review two other major policies enacted under the Biden administration, with an eye toward scrapping both. One is a ban on so-called pistol braces, which are used to convert handguns into rifle-like weapons, and the second is a rule requiring background checks on private gun sales.

The bureau, responsible for enforcing gun laws and regulating firearms dealers, enjoyed a brief revival during the Biden administration. It led a four-year push to expand background checks on buyers, crack down on untraceable homemade weapons known as "ghost guns" and curtail the use of devices that convert standard weapons into machine guns.

Those days are long gone.

The A.T.F., a division of the Justice Department, has been ravaged by the departure of key career personnel and the diversion of dozens of agents from core duties to immigration enforcement -- leaving it rudderless, demoralized and leaderless.

In April, the A.T.F.'s roughly 10,000 employees were handed off from one caretaker, the F.B.I. director, Kash Patel, to another, Daniel Driscoll, the Army secretary.

Mr. Driscoll had been told he was being given the assignment a few days before, and was not happy with it, according to people familiar with the situation who spoke on the condition of anonymity to publicly discuss the matter.
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Why a Vaccine Expert Left the C.D.C.: 'Americans Are Going to Die'

Dr. Fiona Havers is influential among researchers who study immunizations. The wholesale dismissal of the agency's scientific advisers crossed the line, she said.

Dr. Fiona Havers resigned on Monday after 13 years at the C.D.C. "C.D.C. processes are being corrupted in a way that I haven't seen before," she said. Melissa Golden for The New York Times
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Jun 18, 2025 at 10:01 AM

In 13 years at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Dr. Fiona Havers crafted guidance for contending with Zika virus, helped China respond to outbreaks of bird flu and guided safe burial practices for Ebola deaths in Liberia.

More recently, she was a senior adviser on vaccine policy, leading a team that produced data on hospitalizations related to Covid-19 and respiratory syncytial virus. To the select group of scientists, federal officials and advocates who study who should get immunizations and when, Dr. Havers is well known, an embodiment of the C.D.C.'s intensive data-gathering operations.

On Monday, Dr. Havers resigned, saying she could no longer continue while the health secretary, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., dismantled the careful processes that help formulate vaccination standards in the United States.

"If it isn't stopped, and some of this isn't reversed, like, immediately, a lot of Americans are going to die as a result of vaccine-preventable diseases," she said in an interview with The New York Times, the first since her resignation.

Dr. Havers, 49, cited an escalating series of attacks on federal vaccine policy by Mr. Kennedy. Three weeks ago, the health secretary announced in a minute-long video on X that the agency would no longer recommend Covid-19 vaccines for healthy children or pregnant women.

Last week, he fired all 17 members of the agency's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, saying without evidence that the group was beset with conflicts of interest and that a clean sweep was needed to restore public trust.

Mr. Kennedy went on to name eight new members, at least half of whom appear to share his antipathy to vaccines. Two have testified against vaccine makers in trials.

Senator Lisa Blunt Rochester, Democrat of Delaware, plans to introduce a bill on Wednesday that would reverse Mr. Kennedy's decision and make it impossible for future leaders to dismiss committee members without due cause.

The restocking of the committee may have enormous implications for the health of Americans. The panel's endorsements mean insurance companies must cover the costs of immunizations and help states decide which vaccines to mandate for school-age children.

"It's a very transparent, rigorous process, and they have just taken a sledgehammer to it in the last several weeks," Dr. Havers said.

"C.D.C. processes are being corrupted in a way that I haven't seen before," she added.

The agency was not consulted about any of it, Dr. Havers said. The C.D.C. has languished without a director since the new administration began.

Dr. Havers had been scheduled to present new data to the scientific advisers next week.

"I could not be party to legitimizing this new committee," she said. "I just no longer had confidence that the data that we were generating was going to be used objectively."

Andrew Nixon, a spokesman for the Department of Health and Human services, said, "Under Secretary Kennedy's leadership, H.H.S. is committed to following the gold standard of scientific integrity."

"Vaccine policy decisions will be based on objective data, transparent analysis and evidence -- not conflicts of interest or industry influence," he said.

Dr. Havers is at least the second official to resign because of what they perceive to be rising antagonism to vaccines at H.H.S. Dr. Lakshmi Panagiotakopoulos, who oversaw a work group on the Covid vaccine, resigned two weeks ago.

"Losing one more highly qualified and experienced C.D.C. public health expert, such as Dr. Fiona Havers, further weakens our national public health vigilance," said Dr. Yvonne Maldonado, a pediatrician at Stanford University and one of the fired committee members.

"It also demonstrates the chaos and lack of support our federal health agencies are currently experiencing," she said.

A walkout in Atlanta on June 10 protesting the firing of all 17 members of a C.D.C. scientific advisory panel. Melissa Golden for The New York Times


Until now, scientists at the C.D.C. gathered data on infections, hospitalizations, deaths and more, presenting the numbers to A.C.I.P. members and helping shape recommendations on the strategies needed to keep Americans healthy.

As head of the C.D.C.'s platforms for tracking hospitalizations related to Covid-19 and R.S.V., Dr. Havers oversaw analyses of data from 14 states, representing 10 percent of the U.S. population.

The research she presented informed the Food and Drug Administration's decision to authorize Covid-19 vaccines for children in 2021. The work also helped the C.D.C.'s advisers to recommend the shots to children, adolescents and pregnant women and to prioritize doses by age and underlying medical conditions.

The data led to more than 20 peer-reviewed publications and 15 reports from the C.D.C., and it fed online dashboards that drew millions of views. Dr. Havers herself has published more than 100 papers while at the agency, including R.S.V. vaccine recommendations for adults in 2023.

Early in the pandemic, Dr. Havers designed and led a national study to estimate the prevalence of antibodies to the coronavirus among Americans, a proxy for the number of infections.

She found that the number was anywhere from two to 13 times as high as the reported rates in a given region.

At the time, the first Trump administration muffled the C.D.C.'s scientists and sidelined them in making decisions. "That was a really rough time at C.D.C.," Dr. Havers recalled. "The last five, six months have been worse than that."

In an article published on Monday, the fired panelists wrote that "Secretary Kennedy's process blurs lines of legal authority" and that his decisions had "left the U.S. vaccine program critically weakened."

Dr. Camille Kotton, who served on the vaccine advisory committee until last year, said in an interview, "My whole career, I have relied on everything that came from the C.D.C. as the most powerful and best information available."

Now, "we're at a time where it seems increasingly likely that we will not be able to trust information coming from the C.D.C.," she said.

In April, the agency's advisers met and recommended that the R.S.V. vaccine be offered to everyone 50 and older at high risk of severe outcomes from the infection. But there is no permanent or acting director to sign off on those recommendations.

Mr. Kennedy did not endorse them. The decision will be reconsidered by the new committee next week.

"I think it is a very interesting ethical conundrum that we're at now," Dr. Kotton said, referring to scientists advising federal officials. "Do we continue to serve even though we feel like it's a very political leadership, or do we step away?"

Dr. Havers studied medicine at the University of Washington and specialized in infectious diseases and epidemiology at Johns Hopkins University. She joined the C.D.C. in 2012 as a member of the elite Epidemic Intelligence Service, training in the agency's flu division.

She has continued to see patients as an infectious-disease physician at the Atlanta Veterans Affairs Medical Center and is an adjunct associate professor at Emory University. But she does not yet know what she might do next, beyond gardening and spending time with her family.

When Mr. Kennedy was named to lead the Department of Health and Human Services, Dr. Havers had expected to see some changes to vaccine policy.

Thousands of her colleagues at the agency were fired. She held out hope even after Mr. Kennedy's recent decision to restrict Covid shots for children and pregnant women, because parents could still get healthy children vaccinated in consultation with a doctor.

But the dismissal of the entire vaccine advisory committee was too much to bear, Dr. Havers said.

"I have utmost respect for my colleagues at C.D.C. who stay and continue to try and limit the damage from the inside," she said. "What happened last week was the last straw for me."
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Trump's Conflicting Messages on Workplace Raids Leave Businesses Reeling

Trump officials insist the president is fully committed to mass deportation. But they have been careful not to directly contradict the president's attempt to offer a reprieve to certain businesses.

An immigration agent making an arrest last month in Miami. Lack of clarity over the Trump administration's deportation agenda is dividing Republicans. Todd Heisler/The New York Times
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Jun 18, 2025 at 12:51 AM

President Trump is sending conflicting messages about his immigration crackdown, promising a reprieve for certain industries that rely on immigrant labor while doubling down on his promise to arrest and deport anyone who is living in the United States illegally.

The situation has left business owners unclear on exactly what the Trump policy is, just days after the president said "changes are coming" to help those in the farming and hospitality industries whose employees are too scared to show up for work.

"One minute you have a message saying they won't go after agriculture, the next something else," said Manuel Cunha Jr., president of the Nisei Farmers League, a growers organization in the Central Valley of California.

Mr. Cunha said it was causing "tremendous havoc" in the country's largest agricultural region.

"First thing this morning I got calls from my growers asking, 'Does this mean they are going to come after the workers in the fields?'" Mr. Cunha said.

The muddled messages coming out of the White House and from Trump officials suggest the president is caught between competing factions on an issue that has come to define his political identity and that he credited for his victory last year.

Kristi Noem, the homeland security secretary, at the U.S. naval base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in February. The Trump administration planned to house thousands of undocumented migrants there. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Last week, Mr. Trump drew immediate backlash from even his most fervent supporters after he acknowledged that his hard-line policies were hurting certain industries that rely on immigrant labor, like farming, hotels and restaurants.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials then issued a directive pausing most raids on those work sites to align with Mr. Trump's position, frustrating many people inside the White House who have pressed for a more aggressive approach.

In the days since that ICE directive went out, Trump administration officials have scrambled to contain the fallout -- insisting that the president is fully committed to deporting millions of people. But they have also been careful not to directly contradict Mr. Trump's attempt to give a respite to business leaders in key industries.

"The president has been incredibly clear," Tricia McLaughlin, a spokeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security, said in a statement. "There will be no safe spaces for industries who harbor violent criminals or purposely try to undermine ICE's efforts."

But it was the president who emphasized in a social media post last week the need to protect "very good, long time workers" in the farming and hospitality industries. That message came after a lobbying campaign from Brooke Rollins, the secretary of agriculture, and business leaders who warned about the impacts of the immigration crackdown on key industries.

A few days later, amid the backlash from some of Mr. Trump's own staff and loyal allies, the president posted again, exhorting ICE officials to intensify their efforts. He called for a focus on the country's largest cities, specifically calling out Los Angeles, Chicago and New York -- and made no mention of workplace raids.

But ICE had already scaled up its operations in New York City since Mr. Trump took office. While the workplace raids that touched off protests in Los Angeles have not been as common in New York, the agency has deployed its agents to conduct home raids across the city and, in recent weeks, has arrested more and more immigrants showing up for routine court hearings in Manhattan.

People protesting against the detention of migrants by federal law enforcement in downtown Los Angeles last week. Philip Cheung for The New York Times


Over the weekend, Kristi Noem, the secretary of Department of Homeland Security, sent a letter to ICE officials instructing them to be aggressive in their deportation efforts.

"We promised the largest deportation operation in history and that is exactly what we will do," she wrote in a letter obtained by The Times. "Your performance will be judged every day by how many arrests you, your teammates and your office are able to effectuate. Failure is not an option."

Ms. Noem said that "worksite enforcement remains a cornerstone of our efforts," but she added an important caveat. She said that any "large-scale worksite actions" must be "properly coordinated through leadership."

The lack of clarity over how the Trump administration is carrying out the deportation agenda continues to divide the Republican Party. Many Trump officials and allies want to see enforcement operations expanded. They see any industry carve-outs as undermining the president's promise to deport all undocumented immigrants.

"We should not declare any industry or any worksite that uses large numbers of illegal immigrants off-limits for enforcement of federal law," Senator Tom Cotton, Republican of Arkansas, said on Sunday on CBS.

But other allies of the president continue to stress the importance of immigrant workers, maintaining that they are essential to many industries and that there are not Americans willing to fill the gap if they are deported.

Representative Andy Harris, Republican of Maryland and the chairman of the House Freedom Caucus, joined industry leaders to make that case on Tuesday. Mr. Harris said that the president "realizes that, running in parallel with their deportation of criminals and other people here illegally, there has to be an effort to figure out how to make sure that we have the work force we need."

"With an unemployment rate of 4 percent, you're not going to find American workers for a lot of these tasks," Mr. Harris said during a news conference held by the American Business Immigration Coalition, which represents 1,700 employers. "You haven't found them even when the unemployment rate was higher. And again, to get the economic boost going that the president talked about, I think it's a great sign the administration finally realized there is a need for foreign workers."

Rebecca Shi, the chief executive of the coalition, said businesses could not make a plan without clear guidance. But she said the debate had left her with a glimmer of optimism.

"What these last few days of this back and forth has shown," she said, "is at least there is a willingness to have a debate about this."

Immigrant communities have been accompanying the twists and turns of the administration on Spanish-language TV and social media.

"Folks were expressing hope that there would be less enforcement on farm workers and hotel workers, and then we hear that the administration is going ahead with enforcement," said Eduardo Delgado, an official with Migrant Equity Southeast, an advocacy group in Georgia.

"Immigrant families have been on an emotional roller coaster," he said. "Every day, they have to wake up to news that directly impacts them and still have to go to work to provide for their families while wondering if they will come home to their children."

Zolan Kanno-Youngs contributed reporting from Calgary, Alberta, and Luis Ferre-Sadurni from New York.
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'Any Illegal Immigrants?' Trump Quizzes Workers at the White House.

President Trump decided to check the immigration status of a work crew installing a new flagpole at the White House.

President Trump watched as an American flag was raised on a new flagpole at the White House. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Luke Broadwater
Luke Broadwater covers the White House. He reported from Washington.


Jun 18, 2025 at 06:25 PM

President Trump was halfway through an answer on his shifting deportation policy when a thought apparently occurred to him: Maybe the men standing behind him were illegal immigrants?

The president had asked the members of a work crew putting up a new flagpole on the White House grounds to stand with him as he addressed the news media Wednesday. But then the questions shifted to immigration, and Mr. Trump's potential softening of his hard-line position on deportations.

Throughout his time in public life, Mr. Trump has cast himself as the scourge of undocumented immigrants, making illegal immigration a focal point of his presidential campaign and portraying migrants in dehumanizing ways.

But he has recently backed off deportation efforts in certain industries. On Wednesday, he fashioned himself as a potential protector of the men at work at the White House.

"Do we have anybody here?" he asked, turning to the workers. "Any illegal immigrants?"

When no one responded, he told the men it was the news media, not him, who would be checking into them.

"They'll find out," he said, motioning to the reporters in front of him. "They'll be checking you. You won't believe it. Your whole life will be destroyed because of this press conference."

He then assured them he'd be on their side.

"Don't worry, I think you're going to be OK," he said to one man. "I'll be right behind you. Far behind."

The men laughed.

"No, I'll be right behind you," Mr. Trump continued.

At another point in the news conference, the president suggested that one of the workers may even become a movie star.

"But remember that somewhere in this group, there's somebody that is going to captivate some movie producer," he said, adding: "Somebody is going to say that guy is perfect for a movie, and you're going to become a star, and your friends are going to call you, and you won't even return them."

It was all a bit perplexing for a president who has pushed some of the most aggressive immigration policies in decades while instituting new exceptions for farm and hotel workers.

A reporter asked about the conflicting signals the administration is sending, with Mr. Trump's order to back off raids at farms and the Department of Homeland Security's stance that work site raids would remain a priority.

Those moves have prompted internal conflict on the right.

On Wednesday, there was not much clarity coming from the president.

"Everybody's right," he said.

Mr. Trump then suggested prioritizing criminal aliens for deportation, which has been the strategy of several recent administrations.

"Look, we have to take care of our farmers," Mr. Trump said. "We have to take care of people that run leisure hotels. We have to take care of them. But most importantly, we have to get the criminals out of our country."
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After His ICE Arrest, Brad Lander Has the Spotlight. Is It Too Late?

Brad Lander received widespread support after his arrest on Tuesday, but it's unclear how it will affect his third-place campaign for mayor of New York City.

Various Democratic leaders in New York, including Gov. Kathy Hochul, left, rallied to the defense of Brad Lander, center with his wife, Meg Barnette, after his arrest by ICE agents. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times



By Emma G. Fitzsimmons



Jun 18, 2025 at 08:35 PM

When Brad Lander invited reporters to federal immigration court in Lower Manhattan on Tuesday, he might have predicted some, but not all, of what would follow.

Mr. Lander, the New York City comptroller who is running for mayor, said his prime goal was to help escort immigrants from the building, acting as a physical buffer to dissuade immigration agents from interceding.

He said that getting arrested "was certainly not my plan."

But Mr. Lander was arrested, roughly handled and handcuffed by federal agents, with the confrontation recorded and seen by millions. He was held for several hours before the authorities released him without filing criminal charges.

And when he emerged from custody, he was met by a cheering crowd of hundreds of people, including Gov. Kathy Hochul.

His arrest put him at the center of a national debate over immigration and due process following the similar treatment of other Democrats, including Senator Alex Padilla of California and Mayor Ras Baraka of Newark.

It was a rare moment of unity on the mayoral campaign trail, with several candidates criticizing his arrest and calling for his release, and a moment in the spotlight for Mr. Lander, who has been running a distant third in the polls.

The politics of immigration are fraught across the country, and Democrats broadly are trying to walk a fine line. But in New York's Democratic primary, the issue is far less polarizing, with the candidates largely mirroring voters' opposition to President Trump's large-scale deportations.

Mr. Lander held a news conference on Wednesday morning in Manhattan to reiterate his commitment to defending immigrants. He said he was most concerned for Edgardo, the immigrant whom he had locked arms with and who was detained.

"What New York City needs right now is a mayor and a leader who will stand up to protect New Yorkers," he said.

Some leaders in New York and beyond said that Mr. Lander's arrest was political grandstanding intended to grab attention for his struggling campaign, comparing it to former Mayor Bill de Blasio's arrest as a candidate in 2013 at a protest over the closing of a hospital.

Most of the attacks came from Republicans, including Curtis Sliwa, the Republican candidate for mayor, who said that Mr. Lander intended to get arrested, calling it an act of "civil disobedience." But some came from allies of Mayor Eric Adams, with one senior adviser, Menashe Shapiro, calling the arrest a "stunt." Another, Frank Carone, recirculated a picture of Mr. Lander being dragged away and commented, "Academy Award goes to ..."

Mr. Lander said in an interview on Wednesday that he had visited the courthouse twice before to help escort immigrants out of the building without incident and did not expect to get arrested.

The news of Mr. Lander's arrest brought protesters to Foley Square on Tuesday. Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images


But Mr. Lander said he had seen how harshly Mr. Padilla and Mr. Baraka were treated and viewed those confrontations as part of Mr. Trump's efforts to "ratchet up conflict" to justify measures like using the National Guard. He said he was prepared for anything.

"We are living in a scary time, and it's important that leaders show up," he said.

Mr. Lander, 55, is well known in New York City politics after three and a half years as comptroller -- an unglamorous job dedicated to managing pension funds and conducting audits -- and 12 years in the City Council representing Park Slope in Brooklyn. He has been a standard-bearer for progressive causes and ran for mayor not on charisma, but as someone well versed in municipal minutiae.

He has trailed former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo and Zohran Mamdani, a progressive state lawmaker. He had only 8 percent of first-choice votes in a new poll by the Marist Institute for Public Opinion, though his campaign noted that it was conducted before a recent surge of interest in his campaign.

Basil Smikle, a professor at Columbia's School of Professional Studies and a Democratic political strategist, said that Mr. Lander had some momentum, and it was not too late for him to get his message out.

"Now he has to remind voters why he's in the race as a citywide elected official who knows how government works," he said.

Mr. Lander recently made a cross-endorsement with Mr. Mamdani, with the two men urging their supporters to rank each other second under the city's relatively new ranked-choice voting system. They are hoping to combine their supporters to beat Mr. Cuomo, who resigned as governor in 2021 after a series of sexual harassment allegations that he denies.

On Wednesday, Maya Wiley, a civil rights lawyer who finished third in the 2021 mayor's race, endorsed Mr. Mamdani as her first choice, followed by Adrienne Adams, the City Council speaker; Mr. Lander; State Senator Zellnor Myrie; and Michael Blake. She called Mr. Mamdani a "bold and principled leader who will fight the attacks from Washington."

If enough voters cross-endorse Mr. Lander and Mr. Mamdani at the top of their ballots, it would be more likely to benefit Mr. Mamdani, who, at this point, seems the clearest threat to Mr. Cuomo. A super PAC tied to Mr. Cuomo's interests has launched a $5.4 million barrage of negative television advertisements aimed at him in the final days of the campaign.

On Wednesday, it reported receiving another $3.3 million infusion from former Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, bringing his total contribution to $8.3 million.

But Mr. Lander could also emerge as an alternative for voters who are worried about Mr. Mamdani's limited experience and Mr. Cuomo's record as governor.

Mr. Lander said in the interview that Mr. Cuomo was too conservative to stand up to Mr. Trump and pointed out that the former governor had referred to undocumented immigrants as "illegal immigrants" at the second debate before correcting himself.

"I hope people who care about standing up to Trump, protecting immigrant New Yorkers and defending the rule of law will resoundingly keep him off their ballots," Mr. Lander said.

Mr. Lander said that he hoped that he would win or that "one of the candidates who has a real track record of standing up to protect New Yorkers, including immigrant New Yorkers, will win this race."

Mr. Cuomo has criticized Mr. Lander repeatedly on the campaign trail, drawing attention to his past support for the "defund the police" movement and arguing that Mr. Lander, who is Jewish, was anti-Israel.

Mr. Adams, a Democrat who is running as an independent in the general election in November, did not comment on Mr. Lander's detention on Tuesday -- a notable silence among elected officials in his party.

He said on Wednesday that Mr. Lander had "just joined the club" in being arrested by federal officials, in reference to the mayor's indictment last year on federal corruption charges. The case was later dropped by the Trump administration.

"I know what it is to get arrested by federal authorities because you're fighting to say it is wrong what you were doing to migrants," Mr. Adams said, arguing that he was targeted because of his criticism of the Biden administration over an influx of migrants in the city.

Mr. Lander said that Mr. Adams was "bringing shame to New York City" by partnering with the Trump administration on immigration and was "too busy" giving a Gracie Mansion interview with the conservative influencer, Sneako, to "show up and say we care about the rule of law."

As for whether Mr. Lander might return to the courthouse to assist other immigrants, he said that he would.

"I intend to go again," he said, "and I urge other New Yorkers to sign up and volunteer to bear witness."

Samantha Latson contributed reporting.
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Adams Bars Reporter From News Conferences for Being 'Disrespectful'

After a contentious exchange, Mayor Eric Adams said, "Make sure security knows he's not allowed back into this room."

Mayor Eric Adams said he would bar a Daily News reporter from his weekly news conferences. Angelina Katsanis for The New York Times



By Ed Shanahan



Jun 18, 2025 at 01:04 AM

Chris Sommerfeldt, who covers City Hall for The Daily News, spent part of Tuesday reporting on ICE agents' arrest of Brad Lander, the New York City comptroller, at a Manhattan courthouse.

By then, he was already the subject of some interest himself, after Mayor Eric Adams took the extraordinary step of barring him in the future from the weekly City Hall news conferences that are reporters' only regular chance to ask Mr. Adams whatever they want.

The mayor, whose interactions with reporters have often been contentious, imposed the ban after calling Mr. Sommerfeldt "disruptive" and "disrespectful" for shouting questions without being called on first, as is the custom at the so-called off-topic events.

Mr. Sommerfeldt, one of two Daily News reporters who cover City Hall, has not been called on at one of the weekly events in more than three months, the newspaper reported.

The exchange that preceded the mayor's unusual move came as he discussed his plans for the general election campaign.

Elected as a Democrat in 2021, Mr. Adams is skipping the party primary this year and has said he intends to run for re-election on two ballot lines of his own creation: EndAntiSemitism and Safe&Affordable.

State election law requires that he pick one, a restriction that he suggested at the news conference he was considering challenging in court.

After Mr. Adams emphasized that he would be running on the two lines, Mr. Sommerfeldt interjected: "If you can only pick one --"

"You're calling out a lot, Chris," Mr. Adams responded in a taunting, singsong voice. "Stop calling out. You must have done that in school."

Mr. Sommerfeldt sought to ask his question again. Mr. Adams cut him off.

"Listen, if he does that again, he's not to come into our conferences," the mayor told members of his staff, adding: "You're not going to come into this conference, my off-topics, and be disrespectful, and call out, and think you're going to do what you want. You won't come through that gate if you do that again."

Mr. Sommerfeldt tried once more to get in his question.

"He did it again," Mr. Adams said. "Make sure security knows he's not allowed back into this room."

Kayla Mamelak Altus, the mayor's press secretary, said after the news conference that the ban did not affect The Daily News broadly, that Mr. Sommerfeldt had been talking over other reporters and that her focus was on ensuring all media outlets had equal access to the mayor. She also said she did not know Mr. Sommerfeldt had not been called on in over three months.

Reached by phone, Mr. Sommerfeldt, 33, declined to comment.

Andrew Julien, The Daily News's executive editor, objected to the mayor's move in a statement.

"Our reporters have the right to ask questions, and taxpayers aren't funding the police to keep reporters out of City Hall press conferences," Mr. Julien said.

In a letter to the mayor, the Daily News Union, a unit of the NewsGuild of New York, demanded that the mayor reverse the ban, saying that he had shown "a flagrant disregard for the role of the press and for our colleague's professionalism."

"Chris was doing his job," the union said to Mr. Adams. "The only person being disrespectful was you."
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Landlords Say They're Struggling. Rents Keep Going Up. What Gives?

New York City could soon raise rents on some of its most affordable apartments to help landlords who say they aren't earning enough. But renters say they're hurting, too.

A city panel has allowed rent-stabilized landlords to increase their rents by nearly 17 percent since 2014. James Estrin/The New York Times



By Mihir Zaveri



Jun 18, 2025 at 08:00 AM

The landlords of New York City's one million rent-stabilized apartments, an important source of affordable housing, often say they aren't making enough money from rent to run their buildings. Some claim the situation is now so bad that it reminds them of the 1970s, when real estate values plummeted and owners abandoned thousands of buildings in low-income neighborhoods.

This is true, these landlords assert, even though a city panel has allowed them to increase their rents nearly 17 percent since 2014. The panel, the Rent Guidelines Board, is backing increases again this year, with a final vote expected later this month.

So why does a report released by the board in March suggest that these landlords are actually doing pretty well?

The report found that rent-stabilized landlords' net operating income -- revenue from rent, minus costs -- was up 12.1 percent. The apparent contradiction has become a major talking point in the city's mayoral race, in which affordability is a top issue and most of the Democratic candidates support a rent freeze. The decision of the panel, which is appointed by the mayor, can increase costs for some two million people.

So who's right?

What exactly is net operating income, and why does it matter?

Net operating income, or N.O.I., takes into account the revenue a landlord gets from both residents and businesses in the building, minus costs that include maintenance, fuel, insurance and labor. It does not factor in income taxes or debt payments.

Still, the figure is one of the most important indicators of an apartment building's financial health. Banks, investors and government officials often look at N.O.I. to decide whether a landlord should receive loans or subsidies.

If landlords want a loan to pay for a new roof or heating system, for example, they need to show that the building's N.O.I. can cover the debt. The N.O.I. also helps determine the building's value, and, as a result, the amount of tax revenue the city might collect from the owner.

"It doesn't have to be a 'double your money in five years' investment'," said Michael Johnson, a spokesman for the New York Apartment Association, a trade group representing rent-stabilized landlords. "It just has to be a safe investment."

If N.O.I. is up, landlords must be doing well, right?

It's complicated.

While N.O.I. is a key figure, it is not the full picture of a landlord's financial situation. It does not reveal whether landlords have other income streams or investments, or how much money, if any, they owe on a building's mortgage.

There's also a time lag in the data. The 12.1 increase reflects the changes from 2022 to 2023, when the city was rebounding from the worst of the coronavirus pandemic.

The report's N.O.I. data covers a diverse universe of housing types, including any apartment building that has at least one rent-stabilized apartment. It would include, for example, a new building that has 80 market-rate units and 20 rent-stabilized units.

Mr. Johnson said the increase in N.O.I. reflected changes in these mixed buildings. As the proportion of rent-stabilized units increases in a building, the N.O.I. decreases, city data shows.

Buildings that were at least 50 percent rent-stabilized saw a 7.3 percent increase in N.O.I. Those that were at least 80 percent rent-stabilized saw a 5.1 percent increase. And in buildings that are fully rent-stabilized, the increase was 4.6 percent.

Doesn't any increase still sound pretty good?

Rafael Cestero, the chief executive of the Community Preservation Corporation, a nonprofit that lends money to owners of older rent-stabilized buildings, said the broad 12 percent increase masked "really deep distress" in lower-income neighborhoods.

Mr. Cestero, a former city housing commissioner, said many owners were struggling to cover debt payments.

The nonprofit has roughly 600 loans out covering some 22,500 units. Mr. Cestero said that in 2023, the most recent year for which data was available, the N.O.I. couldn't cover the debt for some 28 percent of the loans, according to a survey of its portfolio. Mr. Cestero said that number was typically around 10 percent.

He said the worry was that these buildings would deteriorate, or ultimately be abandoned by landlords, as they were in the '70s.

"We're dangerously close to a situation where we have an unsustainable rent-regulated housing stock except for the buildings that are the nicest buildings owned by the institutional owners," he said.

Because of the way the system was set up, about 80 percent of rent-stabilized units are in buildings that were built between 1947 and 1974. They are typically more affordable, with an average rent of $1,477, compared with $2,219 for those built later.

And in these older buildings, the N.O.I. went up 3.1 percent.

Older buildings in Manhattan that were fully rent-stabilized saw a 3.9 percent increase in N.O.I., while those in the Bronx saw the figure decline by 0.1 percent.

In a few neighborhoods, the drop was larger. In Jamaica, Queens, the N.O.I. dropped more than 15 percent. In the Soundview and Parkchester sections of the Bronx, it was down more than 10 percent. In East New York in Brooklyn, it was down 2.5 percent.

OK, so maybe not all landlords are making more. But what does that mean for my rent?

By law, the Rent Guidelines Board must consider the "economic condition of the real estate industry" and the cost of living in deciding whether the rent in rent-stabilized apartments can increase each year. The board's decisions, though, tend to reflect the political priorities of the mayor, who appoints the board's members.

When N.O.I. is dropping, and owners can't cover their debts or pay their taxes, the panel may feel compelled to allow increases.

But advocates for tenants say that shouldn't be renters' responsibility.

"Tenants can barely afford the rent we're already paying," said Cea Weaver, the director of the New York State Tenant Bloc, a nonprofit advocacy group. She added, "We shouldn't have to pay the price with our hard-earned rent money for landlords' bad bets."

The nonprofit is asking New Yorkers to vote for Zohran Mamdani and Brad Lander, left-leaning mayoral candidates who have said they would oppose rent increases. Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, who is being supported by donations from rent-stabilized landlords, and Whitney Tilson, a former hedge fund executive, would not commit to a rent freeze during a recent mayoral debate.

Samuel Stein, a housing policy analyst at the Community Service Society, a nonprofit that supports low-income New Yorkers, said that some landlords were struggling with costs. But he said there were other programs and tax breaks they should pursue, instead of rent increases.

"It's extremely expensive to build new housing at lower rents," he said. "When we lose these rents they're gone forever. We support any program that's going to help these become habitable, decent housing."

Urvashi Uberoy contributed reporting.
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Mamdani Narrows Cuomo's Lead in N.Y.C. Mayor's Race, New Poll Finds

The Marist survey suggests that Andrew M. Cuomo is still the favorite to win the Democratic primary, but his advantage over Zohran Mamdani is dwindling.

At the second and final debate for Democratic mayoral candidates, most of the attacks were directed at Andrew Cuomo and Zohran Mamdani. Anna Watts for The New York Times



By Nicholas Fandos



Jun 18, 2025 at 05:01 AM

The Democratic primary for New York City mayor has tightened into a two-man sprint in its final days, with former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo maintaining a modest but diminished lead over Assemblyman Zohran Mamdani, according to a new poll released on Wednesday.

The survey from the Marist Institute for Public Opinion found that 38 percent of likely voters planned to rank Mr. Cuomo first on their ballots, compared with 27 percent for Mr. Mamdani. In a simulation of the city's ranked-choice voting system, the former governor prevailed over Mr. Mamdani by 10 percentage points in the seventh round.

Yet, with less than a week to go before the June 24 primary, the results also showed signs of momentum for Mr. Mamdani, a 33-year-old democratic socialist running on an economic populist message. He cut the lead Mr. Cuomo held in a Marist poll in May by nearly half by consolidating progressives and making inroads with Latino voters.

"Mamdani is clearly in Cuomo's rearview mirror," said Lee M. Miringoff, the poll's director. "What's the line? Objects in the mirror may be closer than they appear."

The Marist survey was one of the few quality, nonpartisan polls published in the chaotic final weeks of the race, which has been dominated by affordability, public safety and the return of President Trump. It had a margin of error of 4.3 percent and found 11 percent of likely voters were still undecided.

The poll, however, was conducted between June 9 and 12, so it did not capture the impact of a string of major campaign events that included the contest's final televised debate; the announcement of a cross-endorsement between Mr. Mamdani and Brad Lander, the city comptroller; and an ad barrage attacking the assemblyman.

Mr. Mamdani and Brad Lander, the city comptroller, have cross-endorsed each other in a bid to pool their supporters and propel one of them past Mr. Cuomo. Angelina Katsanis for The New York Times


Mr. Lander, whom the poll put in a distant third place, could also see a surge in interest in his campaign after his arrest on Tuesday by federal agents at an immigration courthouse in Lower Manhattan, where he was trying to escort a migrant agents wanted to arrest.

Nearly 132,000 Democrats have already voted early in a contest that could see around 1 million participants. The Democratic primary winner typically becomes the front-runner for the general election, but this year could be less predictable.

Mayor Eric Adams skipped the Democratic primary to run as an independent in November. Mr. Cuomo has indicated that he plans to continue running no matter the result next Tuesday, reserving a third-party ballot line for the purpose. And the left-leaning Working Families Party has its own line that it could give to Mr. Mamdani or another candidate. Other candidates include Jim Walden, an independent, and Curtis Sliwa, a Republican.

Wednesday's poll suggested that backing for Mr. Cuomo, 67, has been basically flat since May. He has maintained his lead largely on the strength of his support among three groups -- Black voters, women and voters over 45 -- who are among the most reliable blocs in a Democratic primary.

The New York Times is tracking the latest polls in the New York City mayor's race.


Over the same period, Mr. Mamdani rose from being the first choice of 18 percent of likely voters to 27 percent. He does best among likely voters who are "very liberal" and under 45, but also roughly doubled his support among Latino New Yorkers, narrowly surpassing Mr. Cuomo with that group.

To win, though, Mr. Mamdani will most likely need to either make further gains with nonwhite voters or generate unusually large turnout among his base -- no easy task.

(Numbers for both Mr. Cuomo and Mr. Mamdani rise in the poll when undecided voters are excluded, but the spread is similar, with 43 percent listing the former governor first and 31 percent doing so for the assemblyman.)

The recent bitterness of the race reflects its tightening. Mr. Cuomo, a moderate, has tried to fend off Mr. Mamdani's rise by portraying him as a radical socialist who is utterly unqualified to go up against Mr. Trump after just four years in Albany.

Mr. Mamdani has accused Mr. Cuomo of selling out to the corporate donors who have put nearly $20 million behind his campaign, and has sought to remind voters that the former governor resigned after being accused of sexual harassment by roughly a dozen women. (Mr. Cuomo denies wrongdoing.)

The poll had more troubling news for Mr. Lander and Adrienne Adams, the City Council speaker. Despite their prominent roles in city government, the poll found them remaining a distant third and fourth place, each with around 7 percent of the vote.

The poll found Scott Stringer, the former comptroller, winning about 4 percent of the vote. State Senator Zellnor Myrie and Michael Blake, a former assemblyman, each had about 2 percent.

This year's mayoral primary is only the second in New York City to be run with a ranked-choice voting system, which adds another wrinkle of complication to modeling the outcome.

The survey found that Mr. Cuomo's supporters were far less likely to rank more than one candidate on their ballots than those who were ranking Mr. Mamdani or Mr. Lander first. 
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Texas Passed a Law Protecting Campus Speech. It's on the Verge of Rolling It Back.

A bill would restrict "expressive activities" on campus -- which could include what students wear and the hours and weeks they can protest.

Protesters at an encampment at the University of Texas at Austin last year. Jordan Vonderhaar for The New York Times
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Jun 18, 2025 at 10:02 AM

In 2019, Texas guaranteed expansive First Amendment protections on college campuses with a new law intended to be a corrective to ideological conformity in higher education.

Then came the Oct. 7, 2023, attack by Hamas on Israel. Tents, loudspeakers and student protesters, some masked, some in kaffiyehs, soon followed at Texas universities.

So did the second thoughts.

Republicans in the Texas Legislature -- including some who helped write the 2019 law -- did an about-face earlier this month and approved a bill that would restrict how students can protest. The bill is awaiting Gov. Greg Abbott's signature.

If he signs it, as expected, free speech advocates said Texas will enter new legal territory, just as Republicans across the country test the limits of their authority to tighten control over the culture on college campuses.

While states set many policies that affect how public universities are run, they have not typically tried to regulate student conduct with an act of law.

But the Texas bill would greatly expand the state's influence over "expressive activities" on campus -- which are defined to include what students wear, how much noise they make and the hours of the day when expression is allowed.

Many of the restrictions address common forms of protest at pro-Palestinian demonstrations: using drums or devices that amplify sound; wearing masks or face coverings to conceal someone's identity; and lowering the American flag to replace it with the flag of another country or political cause.

Free speech scholars say many of the bill's provisions may be too broad and general to survive a legal challenge. For instance, the bill would ban "expressive activities" in the last two weeks of each semester, as well as every day between 10 p.m. and 8 a.m. In theory, that could include gathering in small groups at night or wearing T-shirts with political slogans.

Free speech advocacy groups have urged Governor Abbott to veto the bill. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


Critics have accused Texas of interfering with academic self-governance in an especially heavy-handed way, with a law that muzzles students in the very place they should be encouraged to express themselves.

"I don't know that we've seen a law regulating campus expression that's this restrictive," said Tyler Coward, a lawyer with the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, a free speech group.

The Republican sponsor, State Senator Brandon Creighton, has pointed to the unrest on college campuses last year as the motivation and has rejected criticism that the new legislation undercuts the 2019 law, which he cosponsored.

"Both laws protect the First Amendment rights of students, faculty and staff," Mr. Creighton told the Austin American-Statesman. (His spokeswoman did not respond to requests for comment.)

At the same time, Mr. Creighton acknowledged that demonstrations at universities in Texas were largely contained, unlike at other schools.

"While the world watched Columbia, Harvard and other campuses across the country taken hostage by pro-terrorist mobs last year, Texas stood firm," Mr. Creighton said.

First Amendment scholars and free speech advocates, however, are warning that Texas is trying to police the speech of students and faculty -- the law would also apply to university employees -- in ways the Constitution does not allow.

Eugene Volokh, a senior scholar at Stanford University's Hoover Institution whose opinions lean conservative, said the legislation could allow schools to punish quotidian student behavior, because prohibiting "expressive activities" between 10 p.m. and 8 a.m. is so sweeping.

"Talking to friends, wearing message-bearing T-shirts or, for that matter, reading a book or your phone or playing a video game or watching TV in your room" could get a student written up, Mr. Volokh said.

Many public universities have considered how they can restrict campus access to outsiders as a way to prevent protests from getting out of control. Texas aims to solve the problem, but in a way that legal experts said might violate the First Amendment: by limiting participation in demonstrations to students and employees. The 2019 law stated that "all persons" had a right to participate in demonstrations on campuses.

Free speech advocacy groups have urged Governor Abbott to veto the bill. The American Civil Liberties Union of Texas said that, with such broad restrictions, the bill "threatens the free expression of all Texans, regardless of political beliefs."

In a letter to the governor, the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression argued that Texas universities already have the power to regulate protests and that this bill "will inevitably lead to censorship and litigation." (The letter also noted that a federal court recently stopped Indiana University from enforcing a policy that banned expressive activity after 11 p.m.)

Mr. Coward of FIRE said the governor's office had not responded. A spokesman for Governor Abbott said the bill was among 1,000 awaiting his review and that he was closely looking at each one.

Just as they did in 2019, Republicans read the political moment and moved forward with a measure that fed into the high emotions surrounding college protests. And the legislation reflects the belief among many Republicans that schools are not doing enough to punish students and faculty who intimidate or harass people, or whose actions veer into antisemitism.

But this time, Mr. Coward said, "whatever the legislative intent, this was a sloppy bill."

In Texas, many faculty members and students see curbs on protests as deliberate efforts to silence their voices -- similar to how conservatives there felt before the 2019 law was enacted.

"The Texas Legislature could have just stuck with the spirit of the 2019 measure, and then left it to universities to address any specific issues," said Jason Brownlee, a professor of government at the University of Texas at Austin.

But, he said, "it's pretty clear there's a viewpoint that emerged in 2024" -- referring to pro-Palestinian activism -- "that the State of Texas does not want publicly expressed."

With their often slow and ineffective responses to the pro-Palestinian protests, many university leaders left a void that motivated politicians have tried to fill.

"We do need to have some conduct rules -- some notion of what is the appropriate time, place and location for how you voice protest," said Rajiv Vinnakota, president of the Institute for Citizens & Scholars, which works with college administrators on issues like reducing ideological conflict on campus.

But, he said, "you have to create the space for students to learn, make mistakes and practice."

The Texas bill, Mr. Vinnakota noted, does the opposite of what many conservatives have urged for years: presenting students with a variety of viewpoints.
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Anne Burrell, Chef and Food Network Star, Dies at 55

Her distinctive hairstyle and swagger in the kitchen made her one of America's most recognizable Italian chefs.

Anne Burrell first appeared on Food Network's "Iron Chef America" in 2005 as a sous-chef, and went on to host or co-host several shows over the next 20 years. Daniel Zuchnik/Getty Images For Nycwff



By Priya Krishna



Jun 18, 2025 at 12:49 AM

Anne Burrell, a chef and television personality known for her kinetic swoop of blond hair and an energy to match, died on Tuesday in Brooklyn. She was 55.

Her family announced her death in a statement, which did not cite a cause. A New York Police Department spokesman said Wednesday that emergency medical workers responding to a 911 call at her address had found a 55-year-old woman, whom the police would not identify, "unconscious and unresponsive" and pronounced her dead. "The chief medical examiner's office will determine the cause of death, and the investigation remains ongoing," the spokesman said.

Ms. Burrell spent years working in Italian restaurants in Manhattan, including Savoy Restaurant and Felidia Ristorante, before gaining fame on the Food Network. She began as a sous-chef to the effusive chef Mario Batali on the show "Iron Chef America," but her swagger made her stand apart from him, prompting the network to offer her a show of her own. That show, "Secrets of a Restaurant Chef," premiered in 2008 and ran for nine seasons.

Ms. Burrell remained a staple of the Food Network, hosting the hit show "Worst Cooks in America" and appearing on network favorites like "Chopped" and "Food Network Star."

In a statement, a spokeswoman for the Food Network said "Anne was a remarkable person and culinary talent -- teaching, competing and always sharing the importance of food in her life and the joy that a delicious meal can bring."

Born near Syracuse, Ms. Burrell had early culinary training in Italy. Daniel Zuchnik/Getty Images For Nycwff


Ms. Burrell and her business partner Phil Casaceli also briefly ran Phil & Anne's Good Time Lounge, a Brooklyn restaurant that she described as "funky, cool and homey." It closed in 2018, less than a year after opening.

Anne W. Burrell was born on Sept. 21, 1969, in Cazenovia, in upstate New York. She followed a love for the culinary legacy of Julia Child all the way to Italy, where she attended the Italian Culinary Institute for Foreigners. When she returned to the United States in 1998, she was hired to work at Felidia Ristorante, where she met the famed chef Lidia Bastianich. 

Claudette Zepeda, who competed alongside her on the Food Network show "House of Knives" in 2025, said Ms. Burrell had her fair share of "phoenix moments," in which she had to step out from underneath the shadow of Mr. Batali, who in 2017 was accused of sexually harassing women who worked for him. (Two years later, a New York police official said the department had closed three investigations into sexual assault allegations against Mr. Batali, saying detectives did not have enough evidence to make an arrest.)

"Coming out as her own human being and her own autonomous competitor was a huge moment for her," Ms. Zepeda said. "Everyone just put those two together and assumed there was complacency. Having to come out of that world and forge her own path as her own person -- as Anne Burrell -- wasn't easy for her."

But colleagues said Ms. Burrell had an intensity that made her a force to be reckoned with both on and off television.

"She was the most competitive person ever," said the chef and television personality Scott Conant, who was Ms. Burrell's co-star on "Worst Cooks in America." "I beat her on 'Worst Cooks' once for a special. My team beat her team. She didn't talk to me for three months after that, she was so angry."

That relentless spirit won her admiration from the young cooks who competed on her shows. "She was unapologetic and defined herself and told her story through food," Mr. Conant said.


Off set, Ms. Burrell was always pitching "wild ideas" to Food Network Magazine, said Maile Carpenter, its editor in chief, including one that resulted in her dancing with the Rockettes. "I can't even remember the food angle on that one," Ms. Carpenter said. 

"She was this magical combination of having all the energy and star power you would want for someone in that role," Ms. Carpenter added, "but then also incredibly down to earth." 

Ms. Burrell was often the first to raise her hand when Melba Wilson, the founder of the Harlem restaurant Melba's, would ask people to donate Thanksgiving turkeys or speak at charity events. 

She also broke the mold at the Food Network. "She brought style, class and a little punk, a little funk, a little bit of grace," said Ms. Wilson, recalling Ms. Burrell's pairing chef coats with skirts, brightly colored clothing and nail polish. "She brought a lot of humor. She brought herself. She wasn't trying to be anybody else."

Ms. Burrell inspired others at the network to write their own rules for television success. 

"When we started off, we had to have a uniform," said Maneet Chauhan, a fellow Food Network chef. But seeing Ms. Burrell in a skirt prompted her to have colorful custom chef's coats made for herself in India. "I am going to wear who I am. She gave me permission to do that."

Ms. Burrell is survived by her husband, Stuart Claxton, a marketing executive whom she married in 2021; her mother, Marlene Burrell; her younger sister, Jane Burrell-Uzcategui; and her stepson, Javier Claxton.

Ms. Burrell brought her perfectionism to two best-selling cookbooks, "Cook Like a Rock Star: 125 Recipes, Lessons, and Culinary Secrets" and "Own Your Kitchen: Recipes to Inspire & Empower."

Suzanne Lenzer, a food stylist, cookbook author and Ms. Burrell's collaborator on both cookbooks said, "She had a strong voice." And strong opinions.

"She hated pepper," Ms. Lenzer recalled. "She said it was a spice like horseradish. Why would you put pepper on everything?"

She made an exception for pasta carbonara. "She didn't even like it in carbonara," Ms. Lenzer added, "but knew it had to be in there, because it's traditional."
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Ralph J. Lamberti, 90, Dies; Sought Clout for New York Borough Leaders

Staten Island's president in the 1980s, he vainly pressed to maintain checks and balances in city government to prevent against what he called "an imperial mayor."

Ralph J. Lamberti in 1989. He often expressed pride in his family's tradition of civil service. Neal Boenzi/The New York Times



By Joseph P. Fried



Jun 16, 2025 at 09:30 PM

Ralph J. Lamberti, who as Staten Island's borough president fought vigorously but vainly to preserve a powerful city board that gave him and the other borough presidents a strong hand in shaping key municipal decisions, died on Saturday on Staten Island. He was 90.

The death, in a hospital, was confirmed by his son Mark, who said the cause was complications of Alzheimer's.

In 1989, the United States Supreme Court ruled that the voting structure of New York City's Board of Estimate -- a panel Mr. Lamberti staunchly defended -- was unconstitutional. The board -- comprising the mayor, the City Council president, the city comptroller and the five borough presidents -- gave each borough president an equal number of votes despite vast population differences among the boroughs. That, the court said, violated the Constitution's one-person, one-vote principle.

At the time, the boroughs varied widely in number of residents, from under 400,000 on Staten Island to more than two million in Brooklyn. Giving each borough president the same voting power, the court said, meant that smaller boroughs had disproportionately greater influence in city decisions about budgets and land use.

The court left it to the city to devise a remedy, fueling intense debate. Mr. Lamberti argued that dismantling the board would lead to what he called "an imperial mayor." But the Board of Estimate was abolished, holding its last meeting in August 1990.

Mr. Lamberti in 1984 when he was sworn in as Staten Island's borough president. Before that, he was deputy borough president for a decade. Keith Meyers/The New York Times


Mr. Lamberti, who served as borough president from 1984 to 1989, remained wary of powerful mayors. Still, he supported Edward I. Koch, one of the city's most highhanded city leaders in decades, on issues important to many Staten Islanders.

One such issue was Mr. Koch's hugely controversial plan to build trash incinerators across the five boroughs. His administration said that with the city's landfills at or nearing capacity -- including its largest, at Fresh Kills on Staten Island -- large waste burners were needed, and he scheduled the first to be built at the Brooklyn Navy Yard.

Many residents of the proposed incinerator sites, along with environmental advocates, fiercely opposed the program, saying it would worsen the city's pollution problems.

Others foresaw net gains from the plants. Staten Islanders were divided. Mr. Lamberti supported the incinerator plan. "If we don't solve this problem, you won't have anyplace to put your garbage," he said. "You will have to eat it."

But the plan petered out after it failed to secure a state operating permit for the Navy Yard. By the early 2000s, Fresh Kills and the other municipal landfills were closed and city officials shifted focus to recycling programs and sending trash to other states for disposal.

Mr. Lamberti in 1986. Among the issues he addressed on Staten Island was whether the borough should secede from the rest of New York City. Lawrence Muresan


Mr. Lamberti also weighed in on the recurring issue of whether Staten Island should secede from the city. During the debate over the Board of Estimate's future, he warned that eliminating the board -- and the borough's resulting loss of clout on citywide issues -- would only heighten residents' desire to break away. He added that he did not want to see this happen, even as he acknowledged the sentiment behind it: Many Staten Islanders, he said, "believe they are the stepchildren of New York, that we don't get services we're entitled to, that we're always playing catch-up." 

In his previous role as deputy borough president, from 1974 to 1984, Mr. Lamberti worked on generating economic development projects for his domain. One such effort would later cast a cloud of suspicion over his reputation.

In 1985, a Staten Island grand jury probed accusations by city investigators that Mr. Lamberti had criminally violated conflict-of interest laws by partnering with a friend to build a shopping center on city-owned land.

Investigators found that Mr. Lamberti had met with Koch administration officials to seek information and push for the plan, but failed to disclose those meetings to the city's Board of Ethics when it questioned him about his involvement.

The grand jury declined to indict Mr. Lamberti; it said the situation stemmed from "ambiguities and loopholes" in city laws that did not give adequate guidance on ethical conduct. Mr. Lamberti maintained he had done nothing wrong.

In 1989, Mr. Lamberti lost a re-election bid to Guy V. Molinari. Dith Pran/The New York Times


Ralph J. Lamberti was born on Nov. 14, 1934, on Staten Island. His father, James Lamberti, worked for the water department; his mother was Agnes (Anarumo) Lamberti. 

After graduating from Curtis High School and the College of Staten Island, Mr. Lamberti served in the Army and worked in supervisory and administrative posts at state agencies before being appointed in the 1970s to the staff of Robert T. Connor, the borough president at the time.

In 1977, Mr. Lamberti became the interim borough president after his predecessor, Anthony R. Gaeta, resigned to pursue other work. The "interim" was dropped after Mr. Lamberti won by election.

In 1989, he lost in a re-election bid to the Republican congressman Guy V. Molinari. He then worked as executive vice president of Staten Island University Hospital for 15 years. 

In addition to his son Mark, Mr. Lamberti is survived by his wife, Susan; his other children, Ralph Jr., James and Kristin Lloyd; and five grandchildren.

Mr. Lamberti often expressed pride in his family's tradition of civil service and its ties to Staten Island. "My grandfather dug ditches and corked pipes for the water department," he said in 1984. "Now, a century later, his grandson became president of the borough he so cherished."

Ash Wu contributed reporting.
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Nina Kuscsik, Marathoner Who Broke Gender Barriers, Dies at 86

Overcoming male resistance as a voice for equality, she was the first woman to enter the New York City Marathon and the first official female winner of the Boston race.

Nina Kuscsik finishing the 1972 Boston Marathon.  Joseph Dennehy/The Boston Globe, via Getty Images



By Jere Longman



Jun 16, 2025 at 10:52 PM

Nina Kuscsik, the first woman to enter the New York City Marathon and the first official female winner of the Boston Marathon, who in the 1970s repudiated the widely-held and unfounded belief that women could not and should not run such races of 26.2 miles, died on June 8 in Brookhaven, N.Y., on Long Island. She was 86.

Her daughter, Chris Wiese, said Kuscsik was diagnosed with cognitive impairment in 2014 and had recently been treated for bouts of pneumonia. She died in a hospital.

A superb all-around athlete and a New York state champion as a cyclist, speedskater and roller skater, Kuscsik took up distance running in 1967 to keep fit when her bicycle needed repair.

She ran more than 80 marathons raising three children for part of that time as a single mother, all while working as a patient representative at Mount Sinai Medical Center in Manhattan.

But Kuscsik and other female runners first encountered fierce resistance from a male-dominated running establishment, which believed, along with many scientists and doctors, that women would risk infertility and even possibly lose their uteruses if they competed in marathons.

Kuscsik often said in response, "I proved it over and over -- my uterus didn't fall out; I'm fine," her daughter recalled in an interview.

Still, female marathon runners encountered formidable roadblocks in the 1960s. When Roberta Gibb tried to enter the Boston Marathon in 1966, she was told in a letter by the race director that women were "not physiologically capable" of running a marathon.

To become the first woman to unofficially run Boston, Gibb hid behind bushes near the start. Then she jumped into the race wearing a hoodie over her long blonde hair, along with her brother's Bermuda shorts, having trained for the marathon in cushioned nurse's shoes because running shoes had not yet been made for women.

Kuscsik competing in 1971 in a 10-mile Road Runners Club of America race in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx.  Chris Sheridan


In 1967, Kathrine Switzer was famously confronted on the Boston course by a race official who grabbed her and tried to tear off her racing bib, only to be body-blocked by Switzer's boyfriend.

Kuscsik first ran the Boston Marathon in 1969 as a so-called "bandit" -- without a bib or an official entry. By 1970, attitudes had begun to change when Fred Lebow, a showman who organized and promoted the inaugural New York City Marathon that year, sought women to compete in the race, which was then held entirely on hilly loops of Central Park. (It now traverses all five of the city's boroughs.)

In New York, Kuscsik was the lone woman among the 127 entrants. Experiencing a cold and a stomach virus, she dropped out at 14 miles, concerned about the optics of "look what happens when a woman runs."

In a 2004 interview, she told The New York Times that had she known how huge the race would become -- last year, it had more than 55,000 finishers, including 24,732 women and 120 nonbinary runners -- she "would have gone back and finished."

She got another chance in New York in 1971. This time, Beth Bonner (2 hours 55 minutes 22 seconds) and Kuscsik (2:56.04) became the first American women to run 26.2 miles in under three hours.

That same year, Kuscsik persuaded the Amateur Athletic Union, then the sport's governing body, to begin giving "certain women" permission to run a full marathon. It was a dramatic shift from the 1960s, when the organization allowed women to run no farther than a mile and a half in sanctioned races.

"Nina did all the A.A.U. work; she was willing to go to all the meetings," Switzer said in an interview. "She would take medical data with her."

Kuscsik competing in the 1972 Boston Marathon. She and seven other women had been officially permitted to enter the race for the first time. Dan Goshtigian/The Boston Globe, via Getty Images


Kuscsik became the first official winner of the Boston Marathon in the women's category in April 1972.

Change, though, came gradually on many fronts. An Olympic marathon for women would not be held until 1984, after Kuscsik and others had lobbied for its inclusion.

After running the Boston Marathon three times as a "bandit," Kuscsik and seven other women were officially permitted to enter the race in 1972. Despite experiencing stomach distress again, she became the first acknowledged women's winner and received a laurel wreath as the victor, with her time of 3:10:26 entered into the race results.

Weeks later, in June, Kuscsik, Switzer and Lebow organized the first all-women road race, a 10-kilometer event in Central Park sponsored by the Crazylegs skin care company. Some criticized the Crazylegs Mini Marathon, as it was billed, as exploitative because Playboy bunnies mingled at the starting line and runners were encouraged to shave their legs with the sponsor's shaving cream beforehand.

But the women's sports historian Cat Ariail wrote in 2015 that the 10k event also showed that "given an inclusive race, more women would participate in the sport."

Kuscsik, seated second from right, was among six women running in the 1972 New York City Marathon in Central Park who sat on the road in protest of a rule that had women starting the race separately from men. With her, from left, were Lynn Blackstone, Jane Muhrcke, Liz Franceschini, Pat Barrett and Cathy Miller. Patrick A. Burns/The New York Times


On Oct. 1, 1972, at the start of the New York City Marathon, Kuscsik joined a publicity stunt that would help eliminate the A.A.U.'s rule that women should start marathons separately from men, such as 10 minutes before or after.

At Lebow's behest, and with reporters having been alerted beforehand, Kuscsik and five other female runners sat down in protest when the starter's gun fired. They carried signs that called the A.A.U. rule "archaic." and "Midevil." Ten minutes later, the women got up and began running.

Kuscsik finished first among women, though 10 minutes were added to the protesters' finishing times.

Kuscsik and others had filed a lawsuit challenging the separate-start requirement: It was discontinued later in 1972. Eventually, though, she came to agree with separate starts, which are the standard today for elite runners at some major marathons, allowing women to receive more prominent coverage during television broadcasts.

She went on to win New York again in 1973 and Boston again in '74, and also ran races as varied as a run to the top of the Empire State Building.

Kuscsik stood atop the Empire State Building in February 1979 after becoming the first woman to climb its stairs as part of the Empire State Run-up, the second such annual event. Marty Lederhandler/Associated Press


Nina Louise Marmorino was born on Jan. 2, 1939, in Brooklyn. Her father, George Marmorino, was a salesman and president of the International Stamp Club of New York. Her mother, Louise (Tischer) Marmorino was a nurse. Nina followed her mother's path, obtaining her nurse's license, working at what is now the Brooklyn Hospital Center before her children were born. She was a patients' representative at Mount Sinai for about 40 years.

Fascinated by the first sub-four-minute mile achieved in 1954 by Roger Bannister, a medical student from England, Kuscsik began running in 1967 while pregnant with her third child, doing laps around the block where the family lived in Huntington Station, N.Y.

Her marriage in 1961 to Richard Kuscsik ended in the early 1970s, partly, she told The New York Times in 1973, because of her running. She lacked confidence, she said, until she began running and "came out of my shell."

Kuscsik and other women who were part of the first class of female runners to compete in the New York City Marathon, in 1971, were honored on the 50th anniversary of that event in November 2021. Elsa/Getty Images


In addition to her daughter, she is survived by her sons, Stephen and Timothy; a sister, Helen Flamini; a brother, George Marmorino; and two grandsons.

Once she took up running, Kuscsik expressed impatience with those who questioned it. Several weeks after her 1972 victory in Boston, according to Runner's World magazine, a reporter asked her: "Long-distance running isn't the most womanly thing a woman can do; all that sweating and grunting, so why do you do it?"

She replied: "Who says it is not the most feminine thing a woman can do and who says sweating or grunting isn't feminine? I have yet to meet a female runner who grunts. Although a lot of men do. Running is neither masculine or feminine. It's just healthy."
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Walter Brueggemann, Theologian Who Argued for the Poor, Dies at 92

He used biblical exegesis to argue that faith demands justice, calling on churches to challenge oppression and uplift society's marginalized.

Walter Brueggemann in 2015. He was a rare scholar of the Bible who combined close textual analysis with a sociological consciousness. Tina Gutierrez



By Adam Nossiter



Jun 17, 2025 at 04:41 PM

Walter Brueggemann, an influential theologian who used biblical exegesis to argue against nationalism, racial injustice and ignoring the poor, died on June 5 in Traverse City, Mich. He was 92.

His death, in a hospice facility, was announced on his website and by the Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga., where he was a professor emeritus.

Dr. Brueggemann was a rare scholar of the Bible who combined close textual analysis of the Hebrew prophets with a sociological consciousness. Just as these prophets denounced Pharaoh and the oppression of their time, he argued, latter-day prophets should oppose the oppressive traits, like consumerism, militarism and nationalism, that dominate American life.

His best-known book was "The Prophetic Imagination" (1978), which has sold more than a million copies, according to Publishers Weekly. But there were dozens of others, including collections of his sermons and guides to studying the Old Testament. Dr. Brueggemann's work, while little known to the general reading public, is widely used in seminaries.

Jim Wallis, a progressive evangelist and theologian who heads Georgetown University's Center on Faith and Justice, said in an interview that Dr. Brueggemann was "our best biblical scholar of the prophets -- and he became one himself."

"There are court prophets, prophets who just speak to what the king wants them to say," Mr. Wallis said, "and then there are the biblical prophets who speak up for the poorest and most marginal." Dr. Brueggemann, he said, was akin to the second kind.

Born to a pastor in the Evangelical and Reformed Church, an ancestor of the latter-day United Church of Christ, Dr. Brueggemann grew up in modest circumstances. His grandparents were Prussian immigrants, and his family arrived in the Midwest via New Orleans. He remained an active member of the church throughout his career, speaking frequently at conferences.

A small-town Missouri boyhood baling hay and working at service stations gave him a natural sympathy for the underdog, Conrad Kanagy wrote in "Walter Brueggemann's Prophetic Imagination: A Theological Biography" (2023).

Dr. Brueggemann's best-known book,"The Prophetic Imagination" (1978), is said to have sold more than a million copies. Fortress Press


Dr. Brueggemann's reading of scripture was unusually pointed and critical of establishment churches, shaped by what Dr. Kanagy called his "German evangelical Pietism."

"The contemporary American church is so largely enculturated to the American ethos of consumerism that it has little power to believe or to act," Dr. Brueggemann wrote in "The Prophetic Imagination."

For him, Yahweh, the God of the Hebrew Bible, is "a real character and an active agent," he said in a lecture in 2023 -- a God that is disappointed in mankind's failings and yet promises "a new world that is possible."

In "The Prophetic Imagination," Dr. Brueggemann drew a sharp contrast between this God and the gods of the empire. The God of Moses, he wrote, "acts in his lordly freedom" and "is extrapolated from no social reality." Unlike Pharaoh's gods -- who were invented to legitimize power and preserve the status quo -- Yahweh disrupts it, calling people toward justice, liberation and hope.

Yahweh "is captive to no social perception but acts from his own person toward his own purposes," Dr. Brueggemann wrote.

"At the same time," he added, "Moses dismantles the politics of oppression and exploitation by countering it with a politics of justice and compassion."

For Dr. Brueggemann, Dr. Kanagy wrote, "the biblical text was meant to be a free document that told the story of a free God who related to a free people past and present."

The church's role thus seemed clear to the theologian. "The task of prophetic ministry is to nurture, nourish and evoke a consciousness and perception alternative to the consciousness and perception of the dominant culture around us," Dr. Brueggemann wrote.

For Dr. Brueggemann, "the biblical text was meant to be a free document that told the story of a free God who related to a free people past and present," Conrad Kanagy wrote in his biography. Fortress Press


It was, in his view, the church's role not to reinforce established social realities but to question systems of power and inequality at every turn -- just as, say, the church leaders of the American civil rights movement had done by invoking scripture to confront racism and injustice.

A passage in the Book of Jeremiah had a particular impact on Dr. Brueggemann, Dr. Kanagy wrote, because it connected knowledge of God directly to service for the poor.

God says: "To care for the poor and the needy, is this not to know me?" according to Jeremiah.

Understanding these words "was a crystallizing moment for Walter, as he recognized that the text did not say, if one has knowledge of God, then they will care for the poor," Dr. Kanagy wrote. "Or that if one cares for the poor, they will get knowledge of God. Rather, it simply declares that 'the care of the poor is knowledge of God.'"

Dr. Brueggemann taught generations of seminarians, first at Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis and then in Decatur. On a blackboard, he would lay out patterns and repetitions of biblical text for his students.

Brueggemann in 2015. His sympathy for the underdog was informed in part by a boyhood baling hay and working at service stations. Tina Gutierrez


"He was famous among students for jumping up on tables, mimicking the Almighty, and doing just about anything to help students make connections with the text," Dr. Kanagy wrote.

Walter Albert Brueggemann was born on March 11, 1933, in Tilden, Neb., the youngest of three sons of August and Hilda (Hallman) Brueggemann. He grew up in rural parsonages in Nebraska, Kansas and Missouri, according to his website, but mostly in Blackburn, Mo., where his high school had 30 students and one shelf of books, which he "read and read again," Dr. Kanagy wrote.

He received a B.A. from Elmhurst College (now Elmhurst University) in Illinois in 1955; a bachelor's in divinity from Eden Theological Seminary in 1958; a Doctor of Theology degree from Union Theological Seminary in Manhattan in 1961; and a Ph.D. in education from Saint Louis University in 1974. He taught at Eden from 1961 to 1986 and also served as dean there. He became a professor of Old Testament at Columbia in 1986 and retired in 2003.

Among his other books are "Cadences of Home: Preaching Among Exiles" (1997), "A Commentary on Jeremiah: Exile and Homecoming" (1998), "The Creative Word: Canon as a Model for Biblical Education" (1982), "David's Truth: In Israel's Imagination and Memory" (1985) and "The Collected Sermons of Walter Brueggemann" (2011).

He is survived by his second wife, Tia (Ehrhardt) Brueggemann; two sons, James and John; and five grandchildren. His first marriage, to Mary Bonner Miller, ended in divorce in 2005.

Throughout his career, Dr. Brueggemann called for a questioning of, and a pushing back against, the status quo, with a focus on those on the margins of society.

"It was a biblical matter for him, to be ignoring the poor while rewarding the rich," Mr. Wallis of Georgetown said.

"We will not understand the meaning of prophetic imagination unless we see the connection between the religion of static triumphalism and the politics of oppression and exploitation," Dr. Brueggemann wrote in "The Prophetic Imagination."

He added, "It is the marvel of prophetic faith that both imperial religion and imperial politics could be broken."
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The Editorial Board


America Must Not Rush Into a War Against Iran

The U.S. Capitol. Daniel Terna for The New York Times



By The Editorial Board
The editorial board is a group of opinion journalists whose views are informed by expertise, research, debate and certain longstanding values. It is separate from the newsroom.


Jun 18, 2025 at 09:08 PM

A nuclear-armed Iran would make the world less safe. It would destabilize the already volatile Middle East. It could imperil Israel's existence. It would encourage other nations to acquire their own nuclear weapons, with far-reaching geopolitical consequences.

Now, however, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel has acted to destroy Iran's capacity to build nuclear weapons without first shoring up allies' support. The United States faces being dragged into another war in the Middle East, with American lives at stake. And while the world tries to figure out what President Trump will do in the coming days, that is the wrong question. If Mr. Trump wants the United States to join the Israeli war against Iran, the next step is as clear: Congress must first authorize the use of military force.

Our laws are explicit on this point. An unprovoked American attack on Iran -- one that could involve massive bombs known as bunker busters -- would not be a police action or special military operation. It would be a war. To declare it is not the decision of Mr. Netanyahu or Mr. Trump. Under the Constitution, Congress alone has that power.

When lawmakers passed the War Powers Resolution in 1973, they limited the president's authority to conduct military operations, carving out an exception to respond to a foreign attack. This is not such a circumstance. Iran has not attacked the United States. There is ample time for Congress, the elected representatives of the American people, to debate this decision and render its judgment.

Several members of Congress seem to appreciate that responsibility. On Tuesday, Representative Thomas Massie, Republican of Kentucky, filed a House resolution, along with Democratic colleagues, that would require Congress to sign off ahead of any offensive U.S. attack against Iran. Senator Tim Kaine, Democrat of Virginia, introduced a similar measure on Monday.

This approach has a long history. Only one day after Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, in 1941, both houses of Congress declared war. Even with the Vietnam War, President Lyndon Johnson persuaded lawmakers to pass the Gulf of Tonkin resolution in 1964. More recently, Congress authorized the use of force in Iraq in both 1991 and 2002. It also did so in 2001, before the war in Afghanistan. Members of Congress from both parties have often rightly stood up for their power in this area. In 2013, Senator Ted Cruz of Texas told ABC News that President Barack Obama did not have the authority to order a military strike on Syria without congressional approval. "It would be contrary to the Constitution," Mr. Cruz said.

In recent decades, presidents have frequently cited 2001 and 2002 laws approving military force -- known as the Authorization for Use of Military Force, or A.U.M.F -- to justify U.S. missions against terrorist groups, including in Somalia, Syria and Yemen. Yet they have stretched executive power by doing so. And a war against Iran, which is a sovereign nation rather than a terrorist group, is not justified by decades-old laws written for a different kind of conflict.

The separate question of whether the United States should join the conflict is not one that we are addressing here. We know the arguments in favor of doing so -- namely, that Iran's government is a malevolent force in the world and that it has made substantial progress toward acquiring a nuclear weapon. Last week the International Atomic Energy Agency, which is part of the United Nations, declared that Iran was violating its nonproliferation obligations and apparently hiding evidence of its efforts.

But there are strong arguments against an attack, too. Only a decade ago, Iran's leaders agreed to a deal with the Obama administration that included inspections and other policies to keep its nuclear ambitions in check. Given how much weaker Iran is today than it was then, thanks partly to Israel's humbling of Iranian proxies like Hamas and Hezbollah, the Trump administration might well be able to achieve a stricter deal today.

Let's be plain: Bombing Iran would be a war of choice for the United States at this point. Mr. Trump, long a skeptic of foreign entanglements, seems to grasp as much. He spent months advocating diplomacy with Iran and questioning the wisdom of an Israeli attack, let alone an American one. "I want to have an agreement with Iran," he said last week. If Israel started a war, he added, "that would blow it." Only in the past few days has Mr. Trump waffled.

He has the right to change his mind, of course. But he should then make the case to the nation for committing American blood and treasure. To refuse to put the issue to a vote in Congress is to concede that the American public does not support yet another foreign war with ill-defined aim and no plan for what happens next. The recent history of regime-change wars is hardly encouraging, especially in the Middle East.

Decisions about when and whether to go to war are often difficult and always important. For these reasons, the Constitution does not vest them in any one person, not even the commander in chief. The American people and their elected representatives must have their say. Let this vital debate begin.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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Nicholas Kristof


This Problem Is Easy to Solve

Mariatu Fornah with her husband and 13-month-old son, who's suffering from severe malnutrition, in Sierra Leone. Saidu Bah for The New York Times



By Nicholas Kristof
Opinion Columnist, reporting from Sierra Leone and Liberia


Jun 18, 2025 at 10:00 PM

Middle East peace, climate change, Ukraine -- if Sisyphus were assigned one of today's global problems, he'd plead to be returned to rock rolling. So let's focus for a moment on a global challenge that we can actually solve: starvation.

I suspect that some Americans -- perhaps including President Trump -- want to slash humanitarian aid because they think problems like starvation are intractable. Absolutely wrong! We have nifty, elegant and cheap solutions to global hunger.

Consider something really simple: deworming. I'm traveling through West Africa on my annual win-a-trip journey, in which I take a university student along on a reporting trip, and every day we see children plagued by worms that aggravate their malnutrition. Nutrients go to their parasites, not to them.

While worms are worthy antagonists -- a female worm can lay 200,000 eggs in a day -- aid agencies can deworm a child for less than $1 a year. This makes them stronger, less anemic and more likely to attend school. Researchers have even found higher lifetime earnings.

In the United States we spend considerable sums deworming pets; every year I spend $170 deworming my dog, Connie Kuvasz Kristof. Yet deworming the world's children has never been as high a priority as deworming pets in the West, so we tolerate a situation in which one billion children worldwide carry worms.

My win-a-trip winner, Sofia Barnett of Brown University, and I are reminded in every village we visit of the toll of hunger. Malnutrition leaves more than one-fifth of children worldwide stunted, countless millions cognitively impaired and vast numbers (especially menstruating women and girls) weak from anemia. Malnutrition is a factor in 45 percent of child deaths worldwide.

Yet we also see how these deaths can be inexpensively prevented.

A health care worker weighs a child at a clinic in Sierra Leone. Saidu Bah for The New York Times


In one Sierra Leone clinic, we met a 13-month-old boy, Abukamara, with sores and stick limbs from severe malnutrition. His mother, Mariatu Fornah, invited us to her village deep in the bush.

The family is impoverished and struggling. The parents and four children share a mattress in a thatch-roof mud-brick hut with no electricity, and no one in the family had eaten that day, even though it was early afternoon.

Fornah is doing what she can. She spent her entire savings of $3 and traded away a dress to get a traditional herb remedy for Abukamara, and she made the long trek to the clinic to get help. And there she found it -- in the form of a miracle peanut paste. The clinic gave her a supply of the peanut paste, one foil packet a day, and it will almost certainly restore Abukamara.

This peanut paste contains protein, micronutrients and everything a child's body needs, plus it tastes good and costs just $1 per child per day. Known by the brand name Plumpy'Nut or the ungainly abbreviation R.U.T.F., for ready-to-use therapeutic food, it has saved millions of children's lives over the years. The packets given to Abukamara were made in Rhode Island by Edesia Nutrition, which, along with Mana Nutrition in Georgia, is a leader in producing R.U.T.F.

Rhode Island and Georgia might think of issuing license plates calling themselves the R.U.T.F. State, for I can't imagine a prouder boast. The R.U.T.F. factories there keep children alive all over the globe -- or they did until now.

Trump's closure of the United States Agency for International Development led to the cancellation of orders for R.U.T.F., and 185,535 boxes of it are piled up in the warehouse of Edesia Nutrition, according to the firm's founder and chief executive, Navyn Salem. The company hasn't received a single new order for R.U.T.F. in 2025, she said.

Sierra Leone has done an excellent job bringing down child mortality, partly by making R.U.T.F. widely available to help children like Abukamara. By shutting down U.S.A.I.D., we're letting down these countries that have worked so hard to improve health care by adopting the latest science and innovation.

A child in Sierra Leone eats a packet of Plumpy'Nut, a peanut paste that has saved millions of lives globally. Saidu Bah for The New York Times


There are other inexpensive nutritional steps that could save many lives, and some are astonishingly low-tech. Optimal breastfeeding could save up to 800,000 lives a year, The Lancet estimated, with no need for trucks, warehouses or refrigeration. Vitamin A supplementation would save lives, as would food fortification (adding nutrients to common foods). Promoting orange-flesh sweet potatoes over white-flesh ones would help, because orange ones have a precursor of vitamin A. Encouraging healthier crops like beans and millet rich with iron, rather than, say, cassava would help as well.

Sierra Leone has pioneered one innovation: It is the first country in Africa to give all pregnant women multiple prenatal vitamins, in effect reducing fetal malnutrition.

"We have a whole set of solutions," said Shawn Baker of Helen Keller Intl, which works in nutrition and blindness. He noted that a recent World Bank study estimated that each $1 invested in nutrition yields a return of $23.

Try finding a hedge fund with that return.

Investments in nutrition -- along with others in vaccines and in treating diarrhea, pneumonia and other ailments -- help explain why fewer than half as many children die before the age of 5 now as in 2000.

Yet after leading the world in fighting malnutrition, the United States may be surrendering the field. America used to be the world's leading backer of nutrition, but the U.S. government did not even send a formal delegation to the 2025 Nutrition for Growth summit, a conference held every four years. The United States was expected to host the next summit, but now that's not clear.

In my journalistic career, I've seen children dying from bullets, malaria, cholera and simple diarrhea, but perhaps the hardest to watch are kids who are starving. Their bodies have sores that don't heal, their hair falls out, and their skin peels. By that point, even nourishing food doesn't always bring them back.

What is most eerie is that such children don't cry or protest; they are impassive, with blank faces. That's because the body is fighting to keep the organs functioning and refuses to waste energy on tears or protests.

Their heads don't move, but their eyes follow us silently, presumably wondering if we will care enough to ease their pain.

Mr. Trump, will we?

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/18/opinion/hunger-trump-aid-cuts.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Guest Essay


China Revoked My Visa and Came to Regret It

 Joanna Blemont



By James A. Millward
Dr. Millward, a history professor at Georgetown University who specializes in China, wrote from Taipei, Taiwan.


Jun 15, 2025 at 06:00 AM

President Trump's first term gave us the China Initiative, a government program intended to root out Chinese espionage. It resulted in ethnic profiling of Chinese and Asian American researchers, flimsy cases that were eventually dropped and no prosecutions of scholars for spying or theft of secrets. President Joe Biden wisely eliminated it.

Mr. Trump's current administration is demonizing Chinese citizens once again, however, with Secretary of State Marco Rubio's announcement on May 28 that the United States would "aggressively revoke" the visas of Chinese students. While it appears that Mr. Trump's team might have backed off for now after trade negotiations last week, the threat lingers, and damage might have been done already.

Targeting Chinese students, researchers and academics is a horrible idea. It would harm America academically, economically and strategically. It would leave us more ignorant about our biggest rival and fuel paranoia while doing little to safeguard sensitive information.

We should, of course, be concerned about Chinese espionage. Much of this is focused on the U.S. government or corporations. But universities are targets, too. Chinese government tactics can include pressuring students from China to gather information on American know-how from their U.S. colleges, coupled with threats against their families in China if they don't comply. Innocent students like these are China's victims, too. We should be devising ways to protect their academic freedom and safety while on U.S. soil. Excluding them blames the victim and throws the baby out with the bathwater.

Very little research on American campuses is classified, anyway. Many universities forbid it, believing academic research should be openly available. Some areas of study are more sensitive than others, but U.S. restrictions already block or limit visas for Chinese researchers in certain fields. A 2020 Trump executive order, for example, limits entry by graduate students with past or present links to Chinese entities that the United States determines are involved with technologies that have potential military use.

Mr. Rubio's announcement added worryingly vague new criteria to these already robust standards. He singled out students "with connections to the Chinese Communist Party," which is almost meaningless for a country where the party runs everything. Just as every American is connected to the U.S. government in some way -- getting a driver's license, paying taxes, going to public schools -- dealing with the Communist Party is a fact of life for Chinese citizens, not an ideological commitment.

Mr. Rubio also mentioned students "studying in critical fields." Does that mean only sensitive technologies, or would the Trump administration's typically maximalist approach sweep in the social sciences, international relations and even business and finance?

These overly broad and ultimately unnecessary criteria seem to indicate that Mr. Trump's team may be laying the groundwork to fulfill yet another objective of Project 2025, the right-wing manifesto that has guided his second term. The president's immigration crackdown, elimination of diversity programs, rollback of climate protection measures and other major policy moves are all key items on Project 2025's wish list, which also calls for the United States to "significantly reduce or eliminate" visas for Chinese students and researchers.

Doing so would hurt America in several ways.

Take trade. Mr. Trump is obsessed with America's trade deficit with China. But the more than 277,000 Chinese studying legally in the United States contributed more than $14 billion to the economy in 2023, on a par with the value of some of America's top exports to China.

The United States also has benefited from a long-term brain gain of Chinese talent. More than 55,000 Chinese nationals graduated with STEM Ph.D.s from U.S. universities from 2001 to 2015, 90 percent of whom stayed in the United States after graduation. Chinese student enrollment in the United States is falling sharply, however, from about 370,000 in 2019, in the wake of the pandemic and deteriorating U.S.-China relations. Restricting Chinese student visas would further erode this American technological advantage.

I have experience with paranoiac academic barriers that end up hurting the country that erects them.

I contributed to a 2004 book on China's Uyghurs, one of the native peoples of Xinjiang. Uyghurs are a highly sensitive topic for the Communist Party, which seeks to prevent foreign scholars from writing about them because of a history of Uyghur discontent with Chinese rule. China denounced the book as an attempt to incite Uyghur separatism and subsequently refused to grant visas to me and several other American professors who were co-authors.

This backfired for China. We continued to do research, publish books and teach, but we couldn't visit China and have the frank in-person exchanges we once had with Chinese scholars in Beijing who advised the government. The soured academic atmosphere also meant Chinese experts were no longer welcomed to overseas conferences and other academic exchanges in Uyghur and Xinjiang studies. China lost an important channel through which its scholars gained access to new research and kept tabs on how its Xinjiang policies played overseas.

When it emerged in 2018 that China had interned more than a million Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities in so-called re-education centers, China was unprepared for the global outrage that followed. Chinese officials in Washington scoffed when I told them early on that the world would see these as concentration camps and the country's treatment of Uyghurs as crimes against humanity and genocide. China fumbled its response, at first issuing flat denials that were transparently false -- satellite images of the facilities were available -- and repeatedly changing its story. China's international reputation was severely tarnished, and the United States imposed sanctions.

By constricting academic exchange, China impaired its ability to anticipate the reactions of the United States and the rest of the world. If the United States does the same to Chinese scholars, it risks falling into the same trap.

From a hard-nosed U.S. security standpoint, we should be learning all that we can about China. That means maintaining connections, not severing them. Yet Mr. Trump seems bent on blinding us. In his first term he abolished the Fulbright academic exchange program with China, which had sent thousands of American and Chinese students between the two countries for decades. His new administration has gutted Radio Free Asia -- whose reporting on Xinjiang, Tibet and China has long been relied on by Congress and the White House -- and canceled funding for efforts to monitor Chinese human rights abuses.

Revoking Chinese student visas would further cut America off from its biggest rival, sacrificing security for spite and knowledge for paranoia and differing little from the Chinese Communist Party's isolationism. And it would destroy the empathy that America should be showing toward fellow human beings in a country that accounts for one-sixth of humanity.

A self-confident America should not fear people from around the world, even rival countries, coming to gain access to the knowledge that all of humankind needs to address our mounting global problems together. Learning is not spying.

James A. Millward, a professor of history at Georgetown University, is the author of "Eurasian Crossroads: A History of Xinjiang" and "The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction."
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Guest Essay


Trump Wants You to Get Used to This

 Mark Peterson for The New York Times



By Ruth Ben-Ghiat
Dr. Ben-Ghiat is a professor of history and the author of "Strongmen: Mussolini to the Present."


Jun 15, 2025 at 11:00 AM

President Trump, a former reality television star whose administration includes several former Fox News personalities, knows a good image can go far.

In the space of a week, the American public has been treated to two highly unusual sights: first, federalized National Guard members and active-duty Marines dressed for combat on the streets of Los Angeles, ready to stand opposite civilians protesting ICE roundups; then an extravagant military parade in Washington on the 250th anniversary of the Army's founding -- and on Mr. Trump's birthday -- generating footage of tanks massed on the streets in numbers more often seen in countries where a coup is underway.

Mr. Trump appears eager to create optics that support his claim that public dissent constitutes an existential threat to the nation. He also apparently seeks to get the American public used to seeing our armed forces in a new light. In the president's version of America, the military should be seen less as an apolitical body loyal to the Constitution. Rather, it should be viewed as an institution that serves at the behest of a leader and his ideological and political agendas, regardless of how much these depart from democratic understandings of the military's role.

Security forces have often been the public face of the violence and moral collapse that can pervade societies when strongmen come to power. Armed enforcers can play fateful roles, both in ending a weakened regime, as Syrian soldiers did by deserting in the twilight of Bashar al-Assad's rule, and in speeding up autocratic consolidation by complying with a leader who wants to use them against his own citizens, as in Chile during the Augusto Pinochet dictatorship.

Whether the United States will ever stand as an example of the latter phenomenon is an open question. On Thursday, a judge blocked the Trump administration's mobilization of the National Guard, ordering the return of authority over the Guard to California's governor, Gavin Newsom, but an appeals court put that ruling on hold a few hours later.

The scale of the mobilization in Los Angeles throws the Trump administration's strategies into stark relief. The Los Angeles Police Department, the third largest force in the country, clearly stated it could handle the protests. A localized response by the L.A.P.D. would generate only a spate of familiar images, however; it could never capture the drama of a foreign invasion, or the history-making moment when Los Angeles became "occupied territory," as the White House deputy chief of staff Stephen Miller wrote on X after protests began.

Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth, a former Fox News weekend host, also depicted the L.A. protests as a collusion between an external enemy and the "violent mob" of protesters supporting this "dangerous invasion." To show the public that order was being restored, Mr. Hegseth turned to a Marine infantry division that served in Iraq and Afghanistan, rendering Los Angeles an open-air studio for the production of a show of force.

The Trump administration is now using the second-largest city in the country as a backdrop for its efforts to create the perception of a national crisis. Doing so could allow it to justify measures that would empower the government to act against its own citizens.

This is concerning enough. Even more worrying is what history shows us: that all too often, such crises become semi-permanent -- "not the exception but the rule," as the anti-Nazi philosopher Walter Benjamin once observed.

There is perhaps no clearer example of this trajectory than in Chile after 1973, the year Pinochet overthrew the democratically elected government in a U.S.-backed coup and initiated a nearly 17-year military dictatorship. The previously trusted military quickly became key to the use of violence to achieve the regime's goal of bringing about "a profound change in the mentality of the country," in the words of one Chilean official. It eventually became a symbol of the Chilean reign of terror, and torture by military officials became state practice.

The junta also fell back on the evergreen authoritarian narrative of invasion to justify the repression to the public and the international community; the specter of foreign criminals flooding into the country proved useful to Pinochet, as it does to Mr. Trump, who positioned himself during the election campaign as the savior of a "very, very sick country."

America in 2025 is not Chile in 1973. Mr. Trump returned to power in a free and fair election, not a coup. He made no secret during his campaign of his desire to carry out mass deportations and willingness to involve the military on domestic soil in the project.

Nevertheless, what Chileans endured is a cautionary tale for Americans today. When the rule of law is replaced with normalized lawlessness, security forces and the military can all too easily become hollowed out. Codes of military conduct and ideals such as duty and valor can disappear into the void as the military becomes a tool of the quest for absolute power. The Chilean military, which enjoyed so much respect before the coup, left the dictatorship in 1990 stripped of its integrity.

The current administration is charging ahead with its attempt to empower the executive branch to impose Mr. Trump's will in ways that track with the history of authoritarianism. Flooding our screens with images that habituate us to a new reality of federalized state militia members standing opposite civilian protesters is part of it. So is mobilizing our armed forces for a parade staged on Mr. Trump's birthday.

Ruth Ben-Ghiat is a professor of history at New York University and publishes Lucid, a Substack newsletter on threats to democracy.
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A.I. in the Classroom: A Brave New World?

Jun 18, 2025 at 05:46 PM


 Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "A.I. on Campus: Casting Chatbot as Study Buddy" (front page, June 8):

Your article about OpenAI's plan to embed ChatGPT across college campuses surfaces an important crossroads in higher education. While the promise of personalized A.I. tutors and campuswide integration is compelling, we must pause to consider the broader implications, especially for how students come to understand learning itself.

The rush to adopt A.I. in education shouldn't come at the expense of thoughtful consideration of how it will shape learning, relationships and long-term student development. It's worth asking: Are we promoting shortcuts, or are we encouraging deeper reflection and intellectual growth?

In my work as an international admissions director and a co-author of a recent guide titled "Getting to Know Your GPT," I've explored how students can approach A.I. not as a replacement for thought but as a reflective partner in their learning.

It's a concept that places agency, ethics and curiosity at the center of the conversation, precisely what's needed if we want A.I. to enrich rather than erode higher education.

We don't need to fear A.I. in classrooms, but we do need to teach students how to work with it, not just use it. That's a very different kind of literacy.

Carl Murray
Tokyo

To the Editor:

"A.I. on Campus: Casting Chatbot as Study Buddy" offers a troubling glimpse of our future.

If life weren't already hard enough for educators, the emergence of artificial intelligence has enabled students to relegate most of their intellectual heavy lifting to chatbots. Many undergraduates have rendered themselves into passive appendages of digital algorithms.

Can you imagine putting your trust, much less your life savings or your health, in the hands of professionals with claims to knowledge that they don't actually possess?

But it gets worse. Considering the plight of the typical adjunct, it doesn't take much to imagine that university lecturers might be tempted to lighten their workload by letting A.I. agents take a stab at grading homework assignments and essays.

If you extrapolate this trend out a decade, the entire educational process could devolve into a pantomime in which students pretend to study and instructors pretend to grade. Everyone goes through the motions, but nothing substantive actually happens, aside from a data center talking to itself.

California State University's leadership has been blinded by Silicon Valley's shiny new toy, thereby failing to properly contemplate the implications. This is bad news for both the professors and the students. But more so for the students.

The fundamental purpose of higher education is to teach the next generation to think for itself. Woe unto the civilization that yields that ability. Listen closely, and in the distance you can hear Aldous Huxley chuckling.

Bill Blunden
San Francisco
The writer is an information security analyst at San Francisco State University.

Tree of Life in Pittsburgh, on Uprooting Antisemitism

 Illustration by Rebecca Chew/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Antisemitism Is an Urgent Problem" (editorial, June 15):

Antisemitism threatens all Americans, not just Jews. It fuels hate-filled conspiracy theories that not only drive people to commit horrible acts of violence but also undermine the very fabric of our nation. What we are seeing is a rise in violence against Jews that crosses political ideology and spectrums.

The normalization of antisemitism sets a dangerous precedent. Today, it's the Jewish community facing spikes in hate and heartache. Tomorrow, it's another. Opening the door to scapegoating and targeting one group opens the floodgates to do so for any group.

After the 2018 synagogue shooting in Pittsburgh, our community wholeheartedly rejected the hate and violence. In those painful moments for our congregations -- Tree of Life, Dor Hadash and New Light -- and community, our neighbors did more than simply stand by our side; they held us up and had our backs. They told us we belonged.

The story of Pittsburgh and what happened in the aftermath of the deadliest antisemitic attack in U.S. history offers us a way forward. An all-of-society approach is needed to uproot the overwhelming rise in antisemitism and hate. None of us can afford to stay silent in this moment.

Michael Bernstein
Pittsburgh
The writer is the board chair of the Tree of Life organization.
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An Eighth-Generation Oyster Farmer Sees Hope in Britain's Trade Deal

Brexit had complicated many of Britain's food exports to Europe. A new trade deal between the U.K. and the E.U. could make them easier, including for shellfish farmers.

Tom Haward cultivates oysters on 15 acres of seabed on Mersea Island, Essex, England.



By Eshe Nelson
Eshe Nelson spent a day reporting from Mersea Island, England, home to several oyster farms.


Jun 16, 2025 at 05:01 AM

A decade ago, Tom Haward and his father, Richard, began crafting a plan to expand their family's oyster business. For two and a half centuries, the Hawards have cultivated oysters on Mersea Island on the east coast of England. They used to sail their mollusks up the River Thames to London. The latest generations wanted to go farther afield, to sell half their oysters to mainland Europe.

The European market was alluring. For an island nation, Britain does not eat much fish and shellfish, and Mr. Haward and his father, now deceased, believed Europe would provide a "consistent market."

But those European expansion plans were torpedoed by Britain's decision to leave the European Union. Seven years ago, Mr. Haward said goodbye to the few continental customers he had and focused on selling his oysters at home.

Now, thanks to a new trade agreement Britain signed with the European Union, Mr. Haward hopes to revive those old ambitions.

Video: 

Mr. Haward shucking oysters on his family's oyster farm on Mersea Island.

"I do feel quite optimistic that something really lucrative could happen with Europe again," he said, standing in his shed on the coast. "If it's done right -- basically resetting everything back to the way it used to be for shellfish movements -- there's nothing stopping us creating a great relationship with Europeans again."

Shellfish farmers -- and other food and drink exporters in Britain -- are set to be some of the biggest winners from the country's updated trade deal with the European Union, which was announced last month. When it takes effect, the pact will remove some of the bureaucratic barriers that caused British food and drink exports to the bloc to drop by a third over the past five years.

Shellfish farmers and other British food exporters stand to gain most from a revised E.U. trade deal. Emli Bendixen for The New York Times

The Hawards have farmed oysters for generations, once sailing them to London via the River Thames. Emli Bendixen for The New York Times


One of the biggest casualties of Brexit was Britain's shellfish industry, which exported nearly 90 percent of what it caught. Emli Bendixen for The New York Times


When Britain formally left the European Union in early 2020, its exporters, particularly small sellers of food, found that sales to the bloc had become prohibitively expensive and risky. New border checks, veterinary certificates and other paperwork piled up, which brought costs and the risk that errors could delay or derail shipments.

In some industries, rules changed overnight and effectively prohibited exports. One of the biggest casualties of this was Britain's shellfish industry, which exported nearly 90 percent of what it caught.

Shellfish like mussels and oysters that were harvested from most of Britain's waters had to go through a special cleaning process before they could be sent to the European Union. But Europe did not want pre-cleaned shellfish, because its wholesalers cleaned their own. Britain's shellfish producers were locked out of their most important market. 

Mr. Haward's great-grandfather William, center, and his grandfather Edwin, right. via Tom Haward


In North Wales, the mussel farming industry was to all intents and purposes "wiped out," said David Jarrad, the chief executive of the Shellfish Association of Great Britain.

The new agreement will substantially ease the health and safety checks and paperwork for food exports that have weighed down British businesses.

The vast majority of the shellfish association's members are "delighted" by this, Mr. Jarrad said, but they are still waiting for the finer details on the changes. It is not clear when that will happen and when the rules will take effect, with some suggestions it could take up to 18 months, he added.

The Haward family has cleaned and weighed their oysters in the same spot on the shore for more than 150 years. Emli Bendixen for The New York Times


Most days, Mr. Haward and his small team take a light blue boat offshore to dredge or handpick oysters. Emli Bendixen for The New York Times


For now, Mr. Haward, 43, conducts his business the same way his father, grandfather and other forefathers did. Most days, he and a small team, including his wife, Gemma, take a small, light blue boat just off the coast to dredge or handpick oysters off the seabed. In a hut that has been in the same spot for more than 150 years, the oysters are washed, then weighed and sorted. These days, though, he uses a conveyor belt with a laser and highly sensitive scale for sorting.

Other oyster farmers dot the coastline, several of which are also family-run businesses. It's not uncommon for people on Mersea Island to trace their history back centuries. It is a tightknit community, traditionally of fishermen, who can find themselves cut off from the rest of the country several times a day when the tide is high.

Video: 

Mr. Haward washing the oysters, which are then weighed and sorted.

Mr. Haward might have been able to keep exporting after the initial Brexit changes because his family depurate their oysters before sale, using ultraviolet light to purify the seawater that runs over the oysters for two days. But he decided to retreat from supplying Europe after the 2016 Brexit referendum, when negotiations dragged on and trading rules were deeply uncertain.

Now, nearly half of the one million oysters he sells each year go to London's Borough Market, where long lines form to get freshly shucked bivalves from the Haward stand. The rest go to London's Billingsgate seafood market, restaurants or mail-order customers. Despite the Brexit hurdles, many oyster farmers in Britain have considered themselves fortunate because oysters are in vogue, with younger diners finding a taste for them.

"I do feel quite optimistic that something really lucrative could happen with Europe again," Mr. Haward said. Emli Bendixen for The New York Times


The depuration facility for Mr. Haward's oysters, where they are purified with ultraviolet-treated seawater for two days. Emli Bendixen for The New York Times


Last month's deal with the European Union was the third trade pact Britain signed in just two weeks, after agreements with India and the United States, and the government hopes to sign another deal with the Persian Gulf soon. As President Trump raises tariffs and disrupts global trade systems, Britain's quick succession of deals is designed to send a clear signal to other countries that it is open to trade and will be a reliable and stable partner.

But these deals are likely to have only a limited impact on the nation's economy. As a trade-intensive economy, Britain is still vulnerable to the negative effects of global trade uncertainty. And it can still be buffeted by tariffs: British exports to the United States slumped by 2 billion pounds ($2.7 billion) in April, after four months of increases, which also contributed to the economy's contracting that month, data from the Office for National Statistics showed Thursday.

Video: 

The oysters are washed, then sorted by a laser-guided conveyor with a precision scale.

"These deals are not going to suddenly transform U.K. growth," said Michael Gasiorek, a professor of economics at the University of Sussex. "The U.K. has a number of constraints to growth, which are much more domestically focused, to do with infrastructure, skills, investment and so on. But these deals will help."

For specific sectors, the three deals could create important opportunities. Scotland's whiskey producers, for instance, are pleased that India will halve tariffs on their bottles. And Britain's car and steel makers hope to sidestep high tariffs on their industries through the agreement with the United States, though that has yet to take effect.

Nearly half of his one million oysters now go to London's Borough Market, where crowds line up at the Haward stand for freshly shucked oysters. Emli Bendixen for The New York Times


Since early 2020, when Britain left the European Union, small food exporters have struggled with costly border checks, paperwork and shipment delays. Emli Bendixen for The New York Times


The agreement with the European Union has the potential to be most significant, as Britain's largest and closest trading partner. Makers of sausages and burger patties are set to be able to export fresh products, rather than frozen, to the bloc again. Cheese producers are hopeful that faster border crossings will help bolster business.

Saving time is critical, said David Lockwood, a director of Neal's Yard Dairy, which sends about a third of its exports to Europe.

"If we could shave time on the number of days from border to receiving, it will make an enormous difference to us," he said.

But the uncertainty about the execution of the E.U. deal and memories of the volatile Brexit negotiations have made some companies cautious about planning to restart European exports.

A pub in West Mersea. On Mersea Island, many trace their roots back centuries in this tightknit fishing community. Emli Bendixen for The New York Times


The residents of Mersea Island can find themselves cut off from the rest of the country several times a day when the tide is high. Emli Bendixen for The New York Times


In Whitstable, on the coast of Kent, James Green said he would remain focused on serving British customers.

Before Brexit, the Whitstable Oyster Company exported half of the more than 2.5 million oysters to France, where buyers would often put the oysters on their own beds before selling them on. Then the rules about cleaning the oysters changed. "At the time, that was a massive hit for us," Mr. Green said.

So he reduced production, down to about 1.5 million oysters a year, and made up the loss by selling to British wholesalers and restaurants. He does not intend to go back to selling oysters to France at lower wholesale prices.

"It's not like turning a tap," Mr. Green said. "You can't just open the faucet and expect the trade to immediately start flowing."
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Charging Your E.V. May Be Getting Easier, Even if It's Not a Tesla

It is becoming easier to find fast chargers for electric vehicles, and they are more likely to work -- and not just for Teslas.

A company called Ionna, formed by eight automakers, revamped a former Phillips 66 gas station near Raleigh, N.C., into a station called the Rechargery. Their chargers can deliver up to 400 kilowatts. Kate Medley for The New York Times



By Lawrence Ulrich



Jun 12, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Since Tesla installed its first Superchargers in 2012 for the exclusive use of its customers, owners of other electric cars have often felt like second-class citizens. They have wandered in search of electric oases in desolate parking lots, often making desperate calls to help centers after becoming stymied by balky or broken chargers.

It's no surprise, then, that consumers rank problems with public electric vehicle charging and the time it takes to fuel up as their top two reasons for rejecting electric vehicles, according to J.D. Power.

But help may finally be at hand.

Automakers and charging companies are building new stations and updating their cars to allow drivers to more easily and quickly recharge their vehicles. They are also outfitting charging stations with more amenities like food and bathrooms while making the devices more reliable. And because chargers are only as fast as the cars they connect with, automakers are designing new cars to absorb electricity at Usain Bolt-level speeds. In addition, many automakers have cut deals with Tesla allowing owners of other cars access to the company's fast-charging network, the largest in the country and widely considered the most reliable.

There is early evidence that efforts to improve electric vehicle charging are paying off.

In recent years, J.D. Power surveys showed that about 20 percent of attempts to charge electric vehicles at all public stations ended in failure because of faulty chargers, long lines or payment glitches. But in the first three months of 2025, overall failure rates fell to 16 percent, the biggest improvement since the surveys began in 2021.

"The industry is finally elevating as a whole," said Brent Gruber, an executive director at J.D. Power.

The number of chargers has also increased. There were about 55,200 fast chargers in the United States in May, up from 42,200 a year earlier, according to federal data.

In February, a former Phillips 66 gas station in Apex, N.C., near Raleigh, became the first "Rechargery" from Ionna, a company created by eight automakers, including General Motors, Hyundai Motors, BMW and Mercedes-Benz. Their chargers can deliver up to 400 kilowatts of juice, far more than Tesla's 250-kilowatt Superchargers. Some cars can replenish a battery in 30 minutes or less at the higher charging speeds.

When connected to chargers of 350 kilowatts or more, including those at Ionna and Electrify America, another fast-charging network, a Hyundai Ioniq 5, for example, can fill its electric "tank" from 10 to 80 percent in 18 minutes. That adds up to 220 miles of driving range, enough for more than three hours of highway cruising. That's quick enough to keep a road trip on schedule, and the family refreshed.

Ionna stations offer 24-hour service. The network has installed lighted canopies over chargers, and drivers can wait in lounges equipped with WiFi, coffee bars and bathrooms while their vehicles are plugged in.

Seth Cutler, Ionna's chief executive, said the stations seek to transform an experience that many electric drivers dread. Public chargers are sometimes installed in sketchy places, including besides dumpsters in shopping malls and in dingy parking lots with no bathrooms or refreshments nearby.

"Charging an E.V. takes a little time, so this is a place somebody might actually want to be in the middle of the night, and there's something to do while they're there," Mr. Cutler said. "People definitely don't want to be somewhere that feels unclean or unsafe."

Ionna aims to install 10 to 12 fast-charging stalls per station. Chargers can connect directly to Teslas and vehicles that use the Combined Charging System plug, which is used by most other automakers. Since February, Ionna has opened 14 stations in several states, and has acquired 200 sites around the country. Its target is to build a total of 30,000 charging bays by 2030.

Ionna stations offer lounges equipped with WiFi, coffee bars and bathrooms that drivers can use while their vehicles are plugged in. Kate Medley for The New York Times


Some models from BMW, Hyundai and Kia have also enabled a national "Plug and Charge" standard that lets car owners begin charging their vehicles at Ionna stalls without first having to use a smartphone app or swipe a credit card, eliminating a cumbersome step that sometimes results in errors. Tesla's chargers have long worked this way for Tesla cars and now work with some other vehicles, like Rivian's S.U.V.s and pickups.

More cars and charging stations are expected to have plug-and-charge capability in the coming months.

Gas stations and restaurants have also improved their charging game. Buc-ee's, the Texas-based gas chain that is famous for its sprawling stores and myriad food options, is working with Mercedes to offer "premium" charging that is powered by renewable energy. Waffle House plans to begin installing BP Pulse fast chargers next year. And G.M. and EVgo, a charging company, are building 500 stations with 2,000 stalls at Pilot and Flying J travel centers.

Olabisi Boyle, an Ionna board member and Hyundai's senior vice president of product and mobility, said her company and other automakers were committed to improving access to charging. Automakers have realized that "E.V. charging wasn't just a thing you did on the side," Ms. Boyle said. "It's the future of the customer experience."

But that doesn't mean the complications and problems will easily be dispensed with, especially when it comes to making cars and chargers play nicely with each other.

Nearly every major automaker is redesigning their cars with plug outlets and software that are compatible with Tesla chargers. The North American Charging Standard, developed by Tesla, offers a further advantage of slimmer, lighter handles that are easier to plug into cars, including for seniors or people with disabilities. Hyundai's Ioniq 5 and Ioniq 9 S.U.V.s are now shipping with those ports from a new factory in Georgia. But older Hyundais and most other electric cars still use the Combined Charging System plug and need adapters to connect to Tesla chargers.

Compatibility issues between cars and chargers that use different charging standards have begun to show up in surveys about how many charging sessions end badly. In recent years, failure rates at Tesla stations hovered around 2 or 3 percent when only Tesla cars charged there.

But since the automaker opened its chargers to cars from other brands, that rate has risen to 7 percent, according to J.D. Power. Mr. Gruber noted that those failure rates included drivers who gave up after encountering lines at chargers. Some Tesla drivers have expressed unhappiness at having to share chargers with other car brands.

Rajiv Diwan, who helped spearhead a charger rollout for the New York Power Authority, called the industry's coalescing around Tesla's plug standard "a great move for the American market." But Mr. Diwan said other charging competitors did not appear to be moving fast enough to build stations to meet rising demand. He said the companies were often hamstrung by onerous construction and electricity costs and bureaucratic delays.

"The industry always sugarcoats things, but charging is still hard for the average person to understand and deal with," he said. "People just want to get from Point A to Point B with as little fuss as possible, and that's not happening yet."

Momentum may also be short-circuited by the Trump administration and Republicans in Congress, who have proposed repealing many federal incentives for electric cars and trucks. The administration has also stopped issuing grants to states to help build chargers under the $5 billion National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Formula Program created during the Biden administration.

"When we needed the whole ecosystem to come together and organize around NEVI, it's all been blown to bits," said Chris Nelder, an infrastructure expert and host of "The Energy Transition Show," a podcast.

Mr. Gruber of J.D. Power said the federal charger grant program helped construct only a tiny fraction of new chargers. But the program was helpful in other ways. It published guidelines that helped automakers and charging companies work together and address technical problems.

For the foreseeable future, Mr. Gruber said, the auto industry and state governments that care about addressing climate change will have to take the lead on getting more chargers built and improving their performance.

"There's no doubt E.V.s are still the vehicle of the future," he said, "and I think the private sector will carry that torch forward."
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Trump to Again Extend TikTok's Reprieve From U.S. Ban

The president plans to sign another executive order this week that would give the popular video app more time to change its ownership structure.

President Trump has repeatedly given TikTok an unexpected lifeline in the United States. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Sapna Maheshwari



Jun 18, 2025 at 01:04 AM

President Trump intends to again extend the deadline for when TikTok must be separated from its Chinese owner, ByteDance, or face a ban in the United States, its third reprieve this year.

Karoline Leavitt, the White House press secretary, said on Tuesday that Mr. Trump would sign an executive order this week giving TikTok 90 more days -- to mid-September -- to find a new owner to comply with a federal law that requires the company to change its ownership structure to resolve national security concerns. TikTok's current deadline is Thursday.

"As he has said many times, President Trump does not want TikTok to go dark," Ms. Leavitt said in a statement.

Mr. Trump has repeatedly declined to enforce the law, which the Supreme Court upheld in January after Congress passed it with wide bipartisan support last year. The app's future is part of the discussion in his administration's ongoing trade talks with China.

Mr. Trump, who issued similar delays in January and in April, has given TikTok an unexpected lifeline after its future in the United States appeared to be doomed. The president tried to ban TikTok in his first term but flipped his stance on the app last year -- a shift that is credited in part to one of his donors, who has a sizable stake in ByteDance, as well as his own growing popularity on the app.

The repeated extensions have raised concerns among a handful of lawmakers, who have urged Mr. Trump to clarify his plans for TikTok or force it to stop operating in the United States. They and others in Washington worry that TikTok could hand over sensitive U.S. user data to Beijing, like location information, or that China could use TikTok's content recommendations to sway opinions and spread misinformation in the United States.

But broadly, there does not appear to be much political appetite to force a deal or shutter the app, despite the law.

"This is just a wild situation that we're in -- the president has essentially nullified a law because he doesn't like it," said Alan Rozenshtein, a former national security adviser to the Justice Department and an associate professor at the University of Minnesota Law School. "What's crazier is the U.S. companies are going along with it. Since they've gone along with it so far, they may as well keep going along with it."

The law had called on ByteDance to sell TikTok to a non-Chinese owner by Jan. 19. It targeted app store operators and internet hosting companies with steep financial penalties if they distributed or maintained TikTok after that date, but Mr. Trump's administration assured them in letters that his Justice Department would not assess those penalties while his delays were in place.

The app's future is part of the discussion in his administration's ongoing trade talks with China. Juan Arredondo for The New York Times


A deal, orchestrated by Vice President JD Vance, seemed imminent in April. It would have spun TikTok into a new company with new American investors, reducing the ownership stakes of Chinese investors. The private equity giant Blackstone and the venture capital firm Andreessen Horowitz had both expressed interest. But the talks fell apart over the then-escalating tariff war between the United States and China.

ByteDance, which rarely comments to reporters, said at the time that there were "key matters to be resolved" and that "any agreement will be subject to approval under Chinese law."

Despite the overhang of the federal law, TikTok has been working hard to show advertisers and the American public that it's operating as usual. The company promoted its ad tools in a splashy pitch to marketers in New York last month, which was hosted by the comedian Hasan Minhaj, and has been presenting to advertisers again this week on the French Riviera at the annual Cannes Lions advertising festival.

Khartoon Weiss, the company's vice president of global business solutions, said Tuesday that TikTok was "absolutely confident in a resolution."

"We are just very confident where we're going, and so are over one billion users with us," Ms. Weiss said at a press briefing in Cannes.

TikTok is also dealing with the more typical issues that face modern social media platforms, like accusations that the app fuels eating disorders among young people. That was highlighted this month when it banned search results for the hashtag #SkinnyTok after pressure from European regulators.

Some lawmakers have urged Mr. Trump to enforce the law in recent months, though those efforts have been somewhat tepid.

Representative John Moolenaar, a Michigan Republican who heads a House committee focused on China, was asked about rumors of another TikTok extension at a conference this month.

"The strongest way for us to negotiate would be to let it go dark and see if China comes to the table," he said.

Separately, a group of Democratic lawmakers, including Representatives Josh Gottheimer of New Jersey and Ritchie Torres of New York, wrote a letter to Mr. Trump this month seeking clarity on his plans for TikTok and DeepSeek, the Chinese artificial intelligence start-up. The lawmakers said TikTok and DeepSeek "raise legitimate and well-documented security concerns," and sought more information on what they called "the advantageous treatment of foreign technology with ties to the Chinese Communist Party."

Chris Cameron contributed reporting.
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New Owner for High Times Magazine Bets on a Counterculture Comeback

The anti-establishment magazine, which was taken over by a private equity firm in 2017, was purchased this week by an avid fan and reader for $3.5 million.

High Times was founded in 1974 and taken over by a private equity group in 2017. by Seth McConnell/The Denver Post, via Getty Images



By Emmett Lindner



Jun 18, 2025 at 08:45 PM

A longtime fan of High Times magazine has purchased the stoner bible with a pledge to bring back its counterculture ethos -- even as marijuana has gone mainstream.

Josh Kesselman, the founder of Raw, a brand of rolling papers, bought the publication for $3.5 million, he announced on Tuesday.

Founded in 1974, High Times was once a home to heavyweight contributors including William S. Burroughs and Charles Bukowski. In its heyday were headlines such as "Best Smuggling Ships," and its covers in the 1970s were graced by titans of the anti-establishment, including Bob Marley and Andy Warhol.

But a private equity takeover in 2017 seemed to change the tone; one article explained "Popular Ways to Consume Cannabis" and it added gift guides. After the publication's parent company, the Hightimes Holding Corporation, failed to make loan payments last year, the magazine and its assets were taken over by a lender and put up for sale, and the September issue was its last.

Now, cannabis and its culture are far less subversive than they once were. Marijuana is legal in 24 states and the District of Columbia for recreational use, and in 15 more for medical use as well, according to The National Conference of State Legislatures. Mr. Kesselman wants to reinvent the magazine for modern readers and the world they now occupy.

When Mr. Kesselman first flipped through High Times's pages in the 1980s, it was like "looking into an open world of possibilities, a world I didn't even know existed," he said. "Seeing not just the plants, but the lifestyle, the way that people were actually living an incredibly free life, it really inspired me to be me."

Mr. Kesselman, 54, founded Raw in 2005 -- the papers now line the shelves of gas stations and smoke shops around the world. The company generates an estimated billion dollars a year in retail revenue worldwide, according to a spokeswoman.

He and his fellow owner and partner in the magazine, Matt Stang, a former co-owner of High Times, plan to publish limited, collectible print editions, and in a host of other formats.

"There will be podcasts, there will be short-form video, there will be medium-form documentary," Mr. Stang said.

Both he and Mr. Kesselman emphasized that the venture was not about personal gain.

High Times was not founded with profit as its driving force, Mr. Kesselman said. "Our goal is not to make money on this. Our goal is to rebuild it to what it once was."

They also plan to bring back the Cannabis Cup next year, in which judges from around the world rate their favorite varieties of marijuana. The Cup was founded in 1988 by a High Times editor, according to the magazine's website.

The driving force behind the purchase, though, was to try to create a hub for people to learn and share ideas. Readers may not fear persecution for the recreation as they did when the magazine was first published, but they can now further educate themselves about the plant and other drugs.

"It was always about freedom fighting, not just for the plant, but for High Times," Mr. Kesselman said.
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Boeing Keeps Low Profile at Paris Air Show as Airbus Announces Deals

The show is happening at a delicate time for Boeing, which is coming off its best month for sales in a year and a half and a deadly plane crash in India involving one of its aircraft.

Boeing maintained a subdued presence at the Paris Air Show at the Le Bourget Airport. Dmitry Kostyukov for The New York Times



By Niraj Chokshi and Liz Alderman
Reporting from the Paris Air Show at Le Bourget Airport


Jun 18, 2025 at 05:04 PM

Every other year, thousands of visitors flock to a Paris suburb for the Paris Air Show, one of the aerospace industry's biggest events. The atmosphere is typically celebratory, but the recent deadly crash of an Air India flight cast a shadow over the show this week.

The contrasting moods were apparent in the rivalry between two of the show's most prominent aircraft manufacturers: Airbus and Boeing. Airbus said it had withheld some announcements, but still promoted a wave of orders for new commercial jets. Boeing kept an unusually low profile, reporting no deals. The company said it had canceled some plans out of respect for those killed in the crash of Air India Flight 171 last week, which involved one of its 787 Dreamliner jets.

The cause of the crash, in which at least 270 people died in the plane and on the ground, has yet to be determined. But it happened at a delicate moment for Boeing, which had appeared to be moving past a series of setbacks in recent years. The company reported nearly 350 orders last month, some of which were part of a trade deal between the United States and Britain. That made May Boeing's best month for sales in a year and a half. Boeing also reached a crucial production target last month for its most popular plane, the 737 Max.

At the show, held at Le Bourget Airport, companies show off their products and executives negotiate deals in back rooms. The long, hot days are punctuated by the roar of commercial and military jets flying overhead, attracting crowds of onlookers.

Boeing's chief executive, Kelly Ortberg, and the head of its commercial plane unit, Stephanie Pope, were scheduled to attend, but canceled their plans to "be with our team, and focus on our customer and the investigation," Mr. Ortberg wrote in a message to employees after the crash.

The company was still in attendance, but it made no major announcements, even though it might have been preparing some deals privately in the weeks before the show. In a building where Boeing hosted meetings with customers and suppliers, bouquets of red and white roses were placed in the entry halls alongside a silver-framed homage that read: "Honoring those affected by Air India Flight 171."

An Airbus A400M Grizzly -- 0134 military transport aircraft at the air show, where the aircraft manufacturer announced several big deals. Dmitry Kostyukov for The New York Times


"This show definitely has a very different tone for us in the Boeing Company," Turbo Sjogren, a Boeing executive, said in a briefing about the company's defense business in Europe. The victims of the crash are on the minds of everyone at Boeing, he said, adding, "It affects all of our employees."

The sober atmosphere for Boeing was a contrast to Airbus, which boasted major orders for its most popular jets, including 40 A220 single-aisle jets for LOT Polish Airlines and a deal with VietJet for up to 150 single-aisle jets. Airbus also scored big wins in Saudi Arabia, which wants to become an international air travel hub: Riyadh Air ordered 25 A350 wide-body aircraft, while AviLease, a Saudi jet leasing company, ordered 40 commercial and cargo jets.

Still, Airbus said it had chosen to hold back some announcements.

"The cold shower we all had was the Air India accident, so we've actually scaled back," said Christian Scherer, the chief executive of Airbus's commercial aircraft business.

He added that although aerospace was extremely competitive, Airbus never used safety to its advantage: "You don't go there."

Boeing has been in catch-up mode the last few years as its rival has pulled ahead in orders. Even if it does see any slowdown in business because of the crash, it will probably be temporary if the investigation clears the plane itself, said Richard Aboulafia, a managing director at AeroDynamic Advisory, a consulting firm.

At the air show, Boeing made no major announcements in the wake of the Air India flight crash, which involved one of its 787 Dreamliner jets. Atul Loke for The New York Times


"If there's any pullback from orders in the aftermath of this tragedy, it's purely for optics," he said. Airlines remain confident in Boeing's planes and have only one major alternative in Airbus.

It could take months to determine the cause of the crash. The plane's flight data recorder and cockpit voice recorder, both of which have been recovered, should yield a wealth of information, experts said.

It was the first fatal crash involving a Dreamliner, a popular choice for long-distance routes because of its range, fuel efficiency and other factors. More than 1,100 are in service today, according to Cirium, an aviation data firm.

India's aviation authority, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation, said on Tuesday that a review of Air India's remaining Dreamliner planes "did not reveal any major safety concerns."

Globally, there have been fewer crashes this year than at the same point last year, according to Cirium. The number of people killed in the crashes this year, however, is the highest since a similar period in 2018.

Safety aside, conversations at the air show focused on the slowly improving bottlenecks in the supply chain, a rise in military spending in Europe and the weight of global tariffs. Speaking at the show, the U.S. transportation secretary, Sean Duffy, called for a return to free trade in aerospace, a leader among U.S. industries in exporting more than it imports.
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Senators Assail Antidoping Regulator for 'Stonewalling and Intimidation'

Members of both parties criticized the World Anti-Doping Agency for its decision not to sanction Chinese swimmers who tested positive for a banned substance, including some who went on to win Olympic medals.

Dr. Rahul Gupta, center, the top White House drug official under President Joseph R. Biden Jr., appeared at a Senate hearing on the World Anti-Doping Agency. Eric Lee for The New York Times



By Michael S. Schmidt
Michael S. Schmidt has covered doping in sports for years.


Jun 17, 2025 at 11:55 PM

Senators from both parties on Tuesday sharply criticized the global antidoping regulator responsible for ensuring clean competition at the Olympics, saying it had continued to cover up positive tests for banned substances by two dozen elite Chinese swimmers, including medal winners at the last two Summer Games.

At a hearing before a subcommittee of the Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee, Democratic and Republican lawmakers also signaled their support for the decisions by the Biden and Trump administrations to withhold key funding from the World Anti-Doping Agency, or WADA, over its handling of the positive tests.

The senators said they supported new legislation that would give the president even more authority to withhold American funding for the regulator.

"All that they have provided are threats, stonewalling and intimidation," said Senator Marsha Blackburn, Republican of Tennessee and the subcommittee's chair, adding that lawmakers would "not be threatened or silenced for promoting fair play and advocating for clean sport."

Tuesday's hearing was the second one the Senate has held on how the positive tests were handled, after The New York Times disclosed their existence in April 2024. The Times reported that in early 2021, nearly two dozen elite Chinese swimmers tested positive for low levels of a banned prescription heart medication that makes it easier for athletes to recover.

At the time, Chinese authorities blamed a contaminated hotel kitchen where the athletes ate, even though they were never able to explain how or why the prescription heart medication made its way into the kitchen. The World Anti-Doping Agency, which is supposed to serve as a backstop when countries fail to properly discipline their athletes,  did not sanction the swimmers.

Around the time of the April 2024 New York Times article, the Justice Department and F.B.I. began investigating whether the tests were covered up, and whether antidoping and Chinese officials broke American law.

Despite pledging transparency, the World Anti-Doping Agency allowed the swimmers to compete at the 2024 Summer Games. The agency also left Dr. Rahul Gupta, the top White House drug official under President Joseph R. Biden Jr., unconvinced that it was serious about getting to the bottom of what occurred. In late 2024, Dr. Gupta withheld U.S. funding, which had accounted for the largest contribution from any country.

The Trump administration has not yet sent the money, leaving the agency with a significant budget shortfall -- a position the senators appeared to endorse on Tuesday.

In one notable moment in the hearing, two top Republicans on the panel, Ms. Blackburn and Senator Ted Cruz of Texas, criticized how the 2034 Winter Olympics was rewarded last summer to Salt Lake City.

Last July, just days before the opening ceremony of the Paris Games, Olympic officials staged a dramatic power play, publicly pressuring Gene Sykes, a member of the International Olympic Committee, and other American officials to end the federal investigations as a condition for receiving the bid.

Mr. Sykes and the other Americans gave in to those demands, and the bid was awarded to Salt Lake City.

"Why do you think WADA thought they could intimidate the U.S. and U.S. Olympic committee and the Salt Lake City officials?" Ms. Blackburn said. "And why was there capitulation?"

Mr. Cruz said: "It is shocking that WADA, whom we rely upon to ensure fair competition, not only refuses to be transparent and accountable, but appears to have made unfair demands of a United States city to stymie legitimate federal investigations into its role in the swimmer doping scandal."

Travis Tygart, the head of the United States Anti-Doping Agency and a leader of the effort to hold the Chinese and WADA accountable for the positive tests, said that Americans had been cheated out of 18 medals by the Chinese swimmers who had tested positive for banned substances.

Katie McLaughlin -- an American swimmer who was a member of a relay team that finished second at the 2021 Summer Olympics to a Chinese team -- told lawmakers about how "it broke my heart" when she learned that the swimmers she had competed against had tested positive but were never disciplined.

"Because clean athletes carry the weight of sacrifice, discipline, and transparency," she said in her written testimony. "And when that's not honored, it undermines the whole point of what we're fighting for." 

"What is particularly disheartening as well is to learn that the powers that be, WADA -- who is supposed to be the ones holding everyone to the same standard -- are not holding everyone accountable," she added.

Steven Moity contributed reporting from Washington.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/17/us/politics/senate-swimmers-antidoping-regulator.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Sports Thursday
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

      The Arts

      
        Studio Ghibli's Majestic Sensibility Is Drawing Imitators
        Forty years after the Japanese animation studio was founded, game creators are embracing its legacy of moral integrity.

      

      
        He Locked Away Wartime Memories Until His Granddaughter Opened the Pages
        Heather Clark's debut novel, "The Scrapbook," considers young love as buffeted by historical ruptures.

      

      
        The Color Black Dazzles in Raymond Saunders Retrospective
        In his largest ever American institutional show, at the Carnegie Museum of Art, the nonagenarian painter is an unparalleled master of black.

      

      
        Brian Wilson Wrote the California Dream, but He Didn't Live It
        An artist nearly synonymous with Los Angeles made his name crafting songs playing up his home state's beachy vibes. His inner life, however, was anything but sunny.

      

      
        Is Contemporary Art's Most Important Fair Losing Its Luster?
        The Swiss edition of Art Basel was once a must-attend art world event. Now it faces formidable challenges -- including from its own Paris offshoot.

      

      
        Cruise Will Receive an Honorary Oscar at Governors Awards
        The film industry will honor Tom Cruise this fall with an Honorary Academy Award for lifetime achievement, along with the choreographer Debbie Allen and the production designer Wynn Thomas.

      

      
        Broadway's 'Real Women Have Curves' to Close Because of Soft Sales
        The immigration-themed musical is the second show to announce a plan to close in the aftermath of this year's Tony Awards.

      

      
        Lawsuit Accuses Tyler Perry of Sexual Assault
        Derek Dixon, an actor who worked with Mr. Perry, is suing him for $260 million for sexual harassment, assault and battery. A lawyer for Mr. Perry called the allegations a "scam."

      

      
        American Mythmakers, Revisited: Hunter S. Thompson and John Wilkes Booth
        Two shows attempt to make sense of the gonzo journalist and Lincoln's assassin, cultural figures forever intertwined with American history.

      

      
        
          	
            Sports Thursday
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Studio Ghibli's Majestic Sensibility Is Drawing Imitators

Forty years after the Japanese animation studio was founded, game creators are embracing its legacy of moral integrity.

Video: 



By Lewis Gordon



Jun 18, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Hayao Miyazaki and his colleagues at Studio Ghibli craft pictures that are so delicately drawn and convincingly textured that it seems as if we should be able to step right into them. Think of the bustling bathhouse of "Spirited Away" or the bucolic Japanese countryside of "My Neighbor Totoro."

But as viewers, we are never able to actually enter these worlds of tender emotions, whimsical characters and, perhaps above all, vivid locations that set the imagination ablaze. Movies are made from flat 2-D images; they remain tantalizingly out of reach.

Studio Ghibli characters like Satsuki in "My Neighbor Totoro" busy themselves with distinctly video game undertakings: looking, exploring, hiding, delivering, flying. Studio Ghibli


The most committed Ghibli fans can travel to Ghibli Park in Nagoya, Japan, and Ghibli Museum in Tokyo for a tactile experience of their beloved animated films. But most of us are not making that globe-trotting journey.

Enter video games, which allow players to explore immersive 3-D environments and satisfy many fantasies: the sword-wielding savior, the slayer of fantastical beasts, the fleet-footed time traveler.

The influence of Studio Ghibli -- which turned 40 this week -- can be seen throughout the industry, notably in recent additions to the Legend of Zelda franchise. Breath of the Wild (2017) and Tears of the Kingdom (2023) each offer pastoral experiences tinged with menace, similar to many Ghibli pictures; their cel-shaded graphics also evoke the studio's exquisite painterly style. In Tears of the Kingdom, Zelda's devoted knight Link moves between floating land masses that evoke those in "Castle in the Sky."

(Nintendo, which did not respond to a request for comment, does not appear to have openly acknowledged the influence.)

Ni No Kuni, the fairy-tale role-playing game franchise, is the product of a longstanding collaboration with Ghibli. But beyond these Japanese mainstays, several Western game makers have put distinct spins on the dream of occupying a living, breathing Ghibli-esque world.

Their games are crafted with a comparable kind of handmade intentionality, where action and quietude are given equal billing, where nature and technology collide in dazzling new configurations, and where the dinky details of domesticity command as much importance as a gigantic horizon oriented toward adventure.

The lupine goddess in "Princess Mononoke," one of many Studio Ghibli movies where action and quietude are given equal billing. Studio Ghibli

With its stern antlered wolf, Neva openly wears its Studio Ghibli influences. Devolver Digital


These designers and artists are mostly millennials, exposed in the 2000s to Ghibli's elegant and often melancholic style after the breakthrough success of "Spirited Away." Gaze upon the perfect Ghibli-blue skies, powdery clouds and charming Totoro-like woodland creature companion of the puzzle-platformer Planet of Lana (2023). Or the unsparing stare and ferocious might of the white wolf in the action-adventure Neva (2024), a clear nod to the lupine goddess Moro in the dark fantasy epic "Princess Mononoke."

There is poetry and urgency in Planet of Lana and Neva, which successfully internalize Ghibli's sensibilities. To varyingly gruesome degrees, each is a meditation on humanity's growing estrangement from nature.

It is more common for games to superficially crib from the studio's visual qualities, said Michael Leader, host of the "Ghibliotheque" podcast and a co-author of "An Unofficial Guide to the World of Studio Ghibli." But the inclusion of edifying tea shops and ostensibly soothing labor reflects a misreading of its work, like the recent ChatGPT filter that could transform any image into a faux-Miyazaki movie still.

"Ghibli has been flattened into a visual style, flattened into being cozy," Leader said. "There's no violence. It's just everyday stuff."

The strongest examples of Ghibli-inspired games bristle with quintessentially Miyazaki-esque unease. These titles, like the open-world adventure Sable (2021), routinely star adolescent protagonists in locations on the brink -- or even past the point -- of environmental cataclysm. Their characters flit between states of childlike wonder and darker, more grown-up feelings. A deep sense of sadness seems to hang in the air; change is afoot as unlikely heroes venture out into imperfect worlds.

A favorite movie of game makers is the Miyazaki picture that directly preceded Ghibli's formation in 1985: the stunning and strikingly prescient eco-fable "Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind." The hero of its title is not just a steely, flight-loving warrior. She is a biologist, nurturing toxic plants that grow wildly through the gullied landscape she calls home.

The prescient eco-fable "Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind," directed by Hayao Miyazaki before the creation of Studio Ghibli, has inspired many game makers. Studio Ghibli


An image of Nausicaa, exhausted in her garden while grieving for the flora that causes harm to humans, served as an important visual reference for Gareth Damian Martin as they created the adventure game In Other Waters (2020), which also stars a biologist. It shows, they said, how Nausicaa's politics go beyond "saving the whales" to an unconditional affection for ecology.

"I love how naive optimism, stubborn strength and debilitating grief are all contained within that image of Nausicaa," said Damian Martin, noting how Nausicaa seems to embody a distinctly modern gamut of emotions. "Any study of ecology is now marked with a certain sadness because it reveals humanity's destructive influence."

The world of the climbing game Jusant (2023) is similarly filled with deftly illustrated environmental discord. Its setting is an arid, dusty landscape where water once flowed abundantly.

During the ascent of a cloud-scraping massif, the game slowly imparts an eco-philosophy of crystalline, Ghibli-esque moral clarity. "We are part of the world: the animals, rocks, everything," said Mathieu Beaudelin, the game's co-creative director. The game does not make a distinction between humans and nonhumans: There is simply the "living."

The title character in "Nausicaa" is a biologist who nurtures toxic plants on her planet. Studio Ghibli

The mountaineer in Jusant discovers a cavernous habitat with bioluminescent blues and gauzy purples. Don't Nod


Jusant and "Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind" offer inverted searches for meaning. Nausicaa plunges into a subterranean realm to find clean air and a thriving ecology; Jusant's androgynous alpinist (whose caped silhouette bears the influence of the Ashitaka from "Princess Mononoke") ascends upward.

At one point in Jusant, the mountaineer ventures inside the towering massif, discovering a cavernous habitat whose twinkling bioluminescent blues and gauzy purples evoke the toxic jungle of Nausicaa's planet. In each instance, answers are uncovered by peeking above the clouds and below the soil -- by moving through a landscape.

Less dramatic but no less profound are the revelations of 10-year-old Chihiro as she takes the train at the end of "Spirited Away." As the youngster looks out at the watery vista, the image occasionally cutting to ghostly figures disembarking, the viewer keenly senses her emotions. It is a feeling, said Kevin Griffith Sullivan, the creative director of Season: A Letter to the Future (2023), that arrives as you are growing out of childhood, "when you start to understand the vastness of the world."

The game director Kevin Griffith Sullivan says the ending of "Spirited Away" evokes a feeling that arrives as you are growing out of childhood, "when you start to understand the vastness of the world." Studio Ghibli


Sullivan hoped to convey precisely this emotion throughout the bittersweet bicycle journey of the teenager Estelle, who with a camera and audio recorder can preserve the sights and sounds of a lushly forested valley for future generations. Like Chihiro, Nausicaa and even 4-year-old Mei in "My Neighbor Totoro," Estelle is a born observer. "Paying attention to things is a reward in itself," Sullivan said, adding, "It causes the world to feel more coherent."

Ghibli movies are not devoid of action or suffering. Think of the head-severing, arm-eviscerating early sequence in "Princess Mononoke" or the bloodied, embalmed bodies in "Grave of the Fireflies." Yet it is rare for starring characters to wield weapons, lest they actually solve anything with them.

A pacifist and environmentalist, Miyazaki prefers that his characters exercise a more thoughtful, conscientious ethos.

The approach is distilled in "My Neighbor Totoro" and "Kiki's Delivery Service," whose characters busy themselves with distinctly video game undertakings: looking, exploring, hiding, delivering, flying. Caravan SandWitch (2024) is filled with similar activities, in an open-world game in miniature inspired by its makers' childhoods spent in Southern France, playing in the Provence countryside.

In the game Caravan SandWitch, the character Sauge's return to her home planet gives the exploratory action a wistful emotional flavor. Dear Villagers

Like many Studio Ghibli characters, 4-year-old Mei in "My Neighbor Totoro" is a born observer. Studio Ghibli


The game aimed to eschew the "predatory posture" of blockbuster action-adventures, said the creative director Emi Lefevre, namely a trend of titles casting you as a "white man in a big environment that you can conquer." Instead, its protagonist, Sauge, scavenges electronic modules from the abandoned machines of a mining corporation, repurposing tools of extraction for the close-knit community she grew up in.

Sauge returning to her home planet is the game's masterstroke, giving the exploratory action a wistful emotional flavor. She seems to exist in two time zones at once, simultaneously exploring a landscape decimated by invasive industry while excavating memories of a more innocent time.

It is tempting to speculate what Miyazaki would make of these video games. (Studio Ghibli said its artists were not available to comment.) He is a vociferous critic of mass-produced entertainment, including, somewhat ironically, manga, animation and video games, which he has said "assault" young people. He is skeptical of what results when "make-believe experiences" are combined with "commercial interests."

Miyazaki's unorthodox working method -- imagining, scripting and storyboarding large parts of a movie after it goes into full production -- might explain the languid flow of Ghibli pictures, the way their meaning seems to unfurl alongside the discoveries of their characters. Unlike Disney movies, their emotional crescendos are not easily predicted; they arrive in unexpected bursts as part of what Sullivan calls an "undiluted transmission of feeling."

So perhaps Miyazaki would approve of the way the best Ghibli-inspired games encourage curiosity-led play, allowing players to uncover meaning at their own pace.

The best Ghibli-inspired games encourage curiosity-led play. Season: A Letter to the Future lets the player mostly freewheel to the game's elegiac end. Scavengers Studio


Season: A Letter to the Future takes such an approach to an extreme, so unassuming that much of its core gameplay loop -- taking photos and making field recordings -- is essentially optional. The player can choose to mostly freewheel all the way to the game's elegiac end, stopping only occasionally to chat with inhabitants before pushing off on Estelle's bicycle again. Sullivan said he hoped to "let players generate meaning from their actions without the game deciding whether or not those actions were meaningful."

What makes Ghibli movies special, said Leader, the "Ghibliotheque" host, is that they feel as if "you're having this one-to-one meeting of minds with an actual person." Not with a corporate committee, the results of an audience research group or artificial intelligence.

The best Ghibli-inspired games feel the same: like expressions of their players' psyches. Within these fantasy realms, players move beyond mere escapism by embarking on imaginative, inspirational journeys of their own.
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He Locked Away Wartime Memories Until His Granddaughter Opened the Pages

Heather Clark's debut novel, "The Scrapbook," considers young love as buffeted by historical ruptures.

"I wanted to see what happens in the space where biography and fiction collide," Heather Clark said of the decision to write "The Scrapbook," her first novel. Erik Tanner for The New York Times



By Celia McGee
Celia McGee reported from Mt. Kisco, N.Y.


Jun 18, 2025 at 03:48 PM

To write historical fiction is to know that the past finds many places to hide. For Heather Clark it was in her grandfather's scrapbook, stowed away in an attic until after he died.

With a burgundy cover now so faded the gold tooling on the front barely stands out, it speaks to the experiences of a fresh-faced, perpetually grinning 19-year-old Irish American G.I. deployed to Europe in the last stretch of World War II, his trusty camera almost always slung around his neck. He returned ravaged by encounters in a war he refused to speak about for the rest of his long life.

Along with birthday cards and holiday telegrams, Army rosters and food ration certificates, Nazi uniform badges and Gen. Omar Bradley's sternly worded "Special Orders for German American Relations," the album includes Herbert J. Clark's photographs of the place that had drained the smile from his face: Dachau.

His granddaughter is an award-winning literary historian and critic, whose "Red Comet: The Short Life and Blazing Art of Sylvia Plath" (2020) was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. "The Scrapbook," however, is fiction, a debut novel inspired by her grandfather's attic trove, which she had heard about, but hadn't seen, until after his funeral.

"I wanted to see what happens in the space where biography and fiction collide," she said.

Clark was seated with the album open in front of her recently, at a long table in the gray clapboard house in Mt. Kisco, N.Y., she shares with her husband, two children and many walls of books.

A photograph from Bud Clark's scrapbook shows an Army buddy taking in the view of a French harbor from atop a river barge. Erik Tanner for The New York Times


She had wondered how much courage it had taken for a gangly, happy-go-lucky boy like the newly minted Sgt. "Bud" Clark of Somerville, Mass., to train his viewfinder on one of history's greatest evils, even as everyday German citizens, she said, "had looked away." Her grandfather's pictures, she added, were a record of "the gates of hell."

Two generations later, the growth of Holocaust denial compelled her to write the novel. She centered it on a love story set in the 1990s between two young people with family histories reaching back to opposite sides in the war, "both dealing with transgenerational trauma."

Deborah Garrison, Clark's editor at Pantheon, described herself as "stunned" that Clark had written a novel. "But I felt from the very first sentence how gripped she was by that material," Garrison said.

At the heart of "The Scrapbook" are Anna O'Brien, a senior about to graduate from Harvard University, and Christoph, a handsome German architecture student in Cambridge visiting friends. He has a fencing scar on his left temple and, as Anna discovers the more time they spend together, conflicted motives in his heart.

Clark used the wartime record she discovered in her grandfather's scrapbook, which was compiled by two of his sisters, to help mold the historical chapters. The result intersperses the young couple's story with a narrative that imagines their grandfathers as enemies connected by events on and off the battlefield.

In Germany, Christoph takes Anna to meet his affluent parents, their elegant home furnished with art and antiques that may, or may not, have been looted from Jewish homes during the war. Anna can glean her grandfather Jack's military trajectory from his scrapbook. But just how much truth has Christoph been handed down about his grandfather who served in the Wehrmacht?

Nazi military armbands and insignia were among the memorabilia Clark's grandfather brought back from his wartime service. Erik Tanner for The New York Times


Compounding the sinister implications, "she puts him on a pedestal, and that's dangerous," Clark said. "Their romantic relationship is a metaphor for a power relationship that has the potential of falling back into totalitarianism and fascism."

Parallels with what Clark sees as America's current drift toward authoritarianism seem unmistakable to her. "This book feels timely in a way I didn't think it would," she said.

The memoirist and essayist Leslie Jamison is a fellow with Clark at the New York Public Library's Cullman Center for Scholars and Writers this year. "I've been really struck by the way in which the novel puts the ferocity and obsession of young love into play with huge historical forces," she said, "and at a point when there hadn't yet been sufficient reckoning with the violence and horrors of the past."

Bud Clark, along with many of his fellow servicemen in the 86th Infantry Division, was not prepared for the brutal revelations lying in wait inside the gates of Dachau. Known as the Blackhawks, they entered without an inkling of the skeletal wraiths about to greet them, the bodies piled waist-deep in front of the crematory, the corpses in boxcars sent from Buchenwald, the acrid smell of death at every turn.

The scrapbook includes a page from "Special Orders for German American Relations," issued to American troops after Germany surrendered in 1945. Erik Tanner for The New York Times


"Very few GIs carried cameras with them," Clark said of her grandfather's 14 small, deckle-edged black-and-white images chronicling those scenes and mounted across two pages in the album. "It makes the photographs very rare."

Only once did a sister persuade Bud Clark to speak briefly on video about what happened. After that, nothing.

Like most boys in the Clark family, he had gone directly from high school to work for Clark Steel Drum of Medford, Mass., the company founded as a cooperage by his father the century before. He returned to it after the war, retiring as its president at 85, his death six years later releasing the scrapbook from the attic.

Heather Clark was the first in the family to graduate from college, in 1996, with a degree in English literature from Harvard, which had recruited her as a rower out of Groton, the school she set her sights on just up the road from her family home.

Clark during a hike on the California coast, where troops underwent amphibious training before deployment to Europe. Erik Tanner for The New York Times


Anna O'Brien's biographical resemblance to Heather Clark is pronounced, as is Jack O'Brien's to Bud Clark. But no German heartbreaker steered Clark's life off-course, she said. Her years abroad were in Ireland -- her first book was "The Ulster Renaissance: Poetry in Belfast 1962-1972" -- and at Oxford, where she earned her Ph.D. and met her husband, Nathan Holcomb, who had been three years behind her at Harvard.

Clark is returning to nonfiction, and to Plath, with her next book, "Waking in the Dark: The Boston Years of Sylvia Plath, Anne Sexton, Adrienne Rich and Maxine Kumin." There are echoes between Plath poems like "Daddy," with its famous line "Every woman adores a Fascist," and the themes of "The Scrapbook," she points out: "It's all there -- the violence, the totalitarianism, the demands of submitting to the patriarchy."

The pages of her grandfather's scrapbook are brittle now, and she has to leaf through them carefully. She's getting ready to part with the photographs. Her extended family is making plans to donate them to the United States Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C.

The gift will be labeled "From the Herbert J. Clark Collection."
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Critic's Pick


The Color Black Dazzles in Raymond Saunders Retrospective

In his largest ever American institutional show, at the Carnegie Museum of Art, the nonagenarian painter is an unparalleled master of black.

The exhibition "Raymond Saunders: Flowers From a Black Garden," features nearly three dozen works of art. Ross Mantle for The New York Times



By Will Heinrich
Reporting from Pittsburgh


Jun 18, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Few have done more with the color black than Raymond Saunders. The Pittsburgh-born painter and professor emeritus, now in his early 90s, has spent most of his career in Oakland, Calif., covering canvases and other flat surfaces with a dense, inky backdrop that dazzles the eye. Then, by adding a dizzying array of mixed-media elements, from Ouija boards and found children's drawings to appropriated advertisements and exhibition posters, he really makes it sing: Mere expanses of black paint, in his treatment, become both imaginative universes and art-historical chalkboards, capable of summoning up and subsuming just about anything he can think of.

Still, it was thoughtful of the Carnegie Museum of Art director, Eric Crosby, and the assistant curator Alyssa Velazquez, who put the show together, to start the artist's largest ever museum retrospective with a pair of 1962 canvases that accessibly demonstrate the birth of his central insight. Called "Raymond Saunders: Flowers From a Black Garden," the exhibition features nearly three dozen works of art.

"Winterscape," 1962. Covering most of the painting's surface is a dense tangle of marshy grass. Ross Mantle for The New York Times


"Winterscape" is a simple coastal landscape about four feet wide. A wet, gray sky runs across its top edge, with a brighter, slicker strip beneath it serving as water. A brief thickening of the boundary line between those grays might be a foggy island. Beneath the water, covering most of the painting's surface, is a dense tangle of marshy grass -- and that's it.

Because the view is into the light, the grass is in shadow, which allows Saunders to render it all with broad, overlapping strokes of black. The organic wiggle of these brushstrokes, and their raggedy, grasslike top edge, are unmistakable. At the same time, though, the whole area, with its gestural pirouettes and scratchy, reflective textures, functions almost as an abstract monochrome. Ignore the top edge and you've got something very much like one of Ad Reinhardt's black paintings. Except that it's better, because it's all that and figurative, too.

"Night Poetry," 1962. Ross Mantle for The New York Times


In "Night Poetry," made shortly after "Winterscape," a thin bundle of pale turquoise flowers stands in front of an even more vigorous background. This time the black is thin but velvety, matte but glittery, and complicated enough to seem like a forensic record of a gleaming, painterly intelligence at work. But can a background that steals the show like this still be called a background? Can the mere absence of hue evoke printer's ink and outer space and shadows all at once? It can; and as Saunders would go on to realize, it can make the rest of a painting magical, too.

Nearly every one of the major paintings in the exhibition, which fills all three of the museum's Heinz Galleries, is a knockout. On single canvases, constructions that use multiple canvases, and wooden doors -- and even on a few rare excursions into red or silver -- Saunders marshals wooden crosses, snippets of Chinese-language banners, place mats, candy boxes, loops of chalk, botanical illustrations, maps of the Los Angeles transit system, blotches of yellow and turquoise, strips of masking tape, and reproductions of Marilyn Monroe and Elvis Presley a la Andy Warhol.

Depending on how he orchestrates this expansive core sample of American visual culture, Saunders can achieve a maximal or a minimal effect, though I'm not sure I could say which is which. The paintings in the exhibition's first gallery, which date from the early 1960s to the late 1980s, are much less busy, but that leaves more room for the expansive quality of the black itself, which often felt as if it were billowing out of the frame like a vinyl balloon.

In later work, Basquiat-like graffiti enters the picture, as do more explicit references to the racial meaning of the word "black," though as he made clear in his scorching 1967 essay "Black is a Color," race is no more compelling to Saunders as a subject than any other aspect of being alive. Paradoxically, though, in these works the collaged elements are so loud that they almost cancel one another out, lapsing into a kind of visual white noise.

 Ross Mantle for The New York Times

A detail of "Jacob Lawrence, Romare Bearden, American Painting," 1988. Ross Mantle for The New York Times


If possible, I recommend heading to Pittsburgh immediately to see all of them. Failing that, one painting that I can describe to exemplify Saunders' work is "Jacob Lawrence, Romare Bearden, American Painting," which is about 7 feet square and was made in 1988. On this one, scribbles, scrawls, a used plastic palette, a calendar, a rectangle of white paper covered in muddy paint (along with another, smaller piece of paper), two sideways Chinese characters, a carefully drawn coffee service and some decorously painted lemons orbit a couple of modest but eye-catching areas of flat, bright yellow. Saunders also wrote the names of the titular two iconic Black painters before partially crossing them out.

Is this piece an aesthetically driven painting for painting's sake, or a bold, political retort to that kind of formalism? A palimpsest of 20th-century art history, or a reinvention of it? Is it an undigested mass of notes and ideas, a perfectly balanced composition of colors and shapes, or a mixed-media explosion designed to knock you on your heels? Are we meant to look at the details or the whole? The answer, of course, is yes.

Raymond Saunders: Flowers From a Black Garden

Through July 13. Carnegie Museum of Art, 4400 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh; 412-622-3131, carnegieart.org.
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Brian Wilson Wrote the California Dream, but He Didn't Live It

An artist nearly synonymous with Los Angeles made his name crafting songs playing up his home state's beachy vibes. His inner life, however, was anything but sunny.

The Beach Boys learned that songs about California culture clicked with listeners. Four of their early singles and every one of their first three albums had the word "surf" in their titles. Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images



By Rob Tannenbaum



Jun 12, 2025 at 09:28 PM

Even though Brian Wilson grew up only five miles from the Pacific Ocean, he rarely went to the beach. He'd felt scared by the size of the ocean on his first visit. Being light-skinned, he also feared sunburns. He tried surfing, but got hit on the head by his board and decided once was enough.

And yet, in songs like "Surfin' U.S.A.," "California Girls" and "Good Vibrations," Wilson did as much as anyone to depict Los Angeles and California as a land of bikinis and warm, honey-colored sunsets. The songs he wrote about the West Coast, he said in "I Am Brian Wilson: A Memoir," were "more about the idea of going in the ocean than they were about actually going in the ocean." Wilson didn't like waves, but realized how they could serve as a metaphor for life.

Wilson, whose death at 82 was announced by his family on Wednesday, was as closely associated with Los Angeles as anyone in music history. In 1988, The Los Angeles Times polled a passel of industry veterans and asked them to name the greatest L.A. band of all time; the Beach Boys came in second. (The Doors won, a dubious choice.) When Randy Newman wanted to mock the city in "I Love L.A.," his covertly acerbic 1983 hit, he shouted, with almost-convincing enthusiasm, "Turn up the Beach Boys!"

Wilson's fantasia of California -- a Zion where everyone wore huarache sandals and drove deuce coupes -- thrilled millions of people worldwide and aligned with a period in the state's growth. Between 1962 and 1970, the Beach Boys' heyday, the population of California increased by three million people. Wilson couldn't claim credit for the boom, but no tourism board or corporate recruiter could design a better pitch. The songs were specific and local, but also universal. How else to explain "Surfin' Safari" topping the singles chart in Sweden?

When they recorded their first 45, "Surfin'," the local record label Candix suggested the band change its name from the Pendletones to the Beach Boys, to emphasize the surf theme. Dennis, the outgoing, often reckless Wilson brother, surfed regularly in South Bay, and told Brian it was a popular and emerging trend. The first single was successful, so Brian stuck with the theme. The beach was their brand. Four early Beach Boys singles and every one of their first three albums had the word surf in their titles.

Brian, a classic "indoor kid," wrote about those adventures from a position of voyeurism. In a 1965 interview with The Los Angeles Times, he mentioned "our West Coast sound, which we pioneered." The songs, he added, tell stories about teenagers. "We base them on activities of healthy California kids who like to surf, hot rod, and engage in other outdoor fun." He saw these activities the same way he saw the ocean -- through a window.

A songwriter doesn't need to have firsthand experience with his subject matter, only an inquisitive imagination, an emotional link to a topic and an eye for detail. As an observer, Wilson could write exuberant songs about teenage frolic. But he had deeper and sadder inspirations, too. Murry Wilson, a frustrated songwriter and father to the three Wilson boys, was a physically and verbally abusive bully. The darkness that eventually overtook him started early, at home.

Brian Wilson in Los Angeles in the mid-1970s. His depression and anxiety led him to stop touring with the Beach Boys. Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images


While Wilson was flying high as a successful (and envied) songwriter and performer, he suffered from depression and anxiety that led him to stop traveling by plane and touring; he made it worse by using cocaine and speed. "I was sinking," he wrote.

He was shy and sensitive (music, he said, "was my only friend"), and mental illness pushed him deeper into solitude and contemplation. As much as his voyeuristic songs were fun fun fun, his personal songs about anxiety and rejection were gorgeous and troubled, with beautiful melodies and surprising vaults from major to minor keys.

He'd started by hitching his wagon to a trend, which showed a gift for marketing, then shifted his themes and creative ambitions once he had a foothold. The band toured without him, playing the hits and perpetuating the idea of the Beach Boys as a rock 'n' roll clambake, even as Wilson struggled to contain his illness and wrote songs that transcended the group's stature as the quintessential Los Angeles band.

Amid the palm trees, California has a darkness to match its brightness, as John Steinbeck, Nathanael West and James Ellroy have well documented. With his array of joyful, voyeuristic songs and pained, anxious ones, Wilson understood the two sides of the state, and human nature.

The decisive evidence of Wilson's genius is his melancholy work: "In My Room," "Don't Worry Baby," "I Just Wasn't Made for These Times," "'Til I Die" (written, Wilson said, while he was "depressed and preoccupied with death"), "Caroline, No," "The Warmth of the Sun" (written the night John F. Kennedy was killed), the celestial "God Only Knows," sung perfectly by Carl, and plenty more.

Robert Hilburn, a longtime Angeleno and the pop music critic of The Los Angeles Times for 35 years, recalled hearing the first Beach Boys hits when he was 21. "I thought they were cute and catchy, but too simple, too teen -- they weren't heavy like Bob Dylan was." Then, as Wilson advanced as a writer, Hilburn noticed "the loneliness and sadness of Brian's other songs, that came from his insecurity and paranoia. That dark side was the key. That's what cements his legacy."
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Is Contemporary Art's Most Important Fair Losing Its Luster?

The Swiss edition of Art Basel was once a must-attend art world event. Now it faces formidable challenges -- including from its own Paris offshoot.

Visitors walking over an artwork by Katharina Grosse displayed on the square outside Art Basel in Basel, Switzerland, on Tuesday. Harold Cunningham/Getty Images



By Scott Reyburn
Reporting from Basel, Switzerland


Jun 18, 2025 at 04:37 PM

Checking the price of that multimillion-dollar Picasso ... Hearing about that must-see exhibition on a tram ... Discussing the latest art world gossip over that overpriced glass of Gruner Veltliner ...

The rituals of Art Basel, the world's biggest and most prestigious contemporary and modern art fair, never seem to change.

But Art Basel's flagship event in Switzerland now faces formidable challenges. The 289 gallerists from 42 countries participating in this year's edition of the fair, whose V.I.P. preview opened on Tuesday, are trying to make sales at a time when the art market is in a slump and the world is in turmoil. (The fair opens to public visitors on Thursday and runs through Sunday.)

This hitherto must-attend fixture also faces strengthening competition from Art Basel's own Paris edition in October, with all the allurements the French capital has to offer, particularly for American visitors. A new fair in Qatar, scheduled for February, was announced last month, and Art Basel also has offshoots in Hong Kong and Miami Beach. This means international collectors can be more selective about their travels.

"We've been coming here for 15 years and we still think Art Basel in Switzerland is the most important fair -- the others are just repetitions," said Igor Lah, a Lucerne-based Slovenian collector who is opening a 25,000 square-foot private museum in Slovenia next year.

"If you want to know what's going on in the art market you have to come here," Lah added.

Art Basel's Swiss mother ship is known as the event where the world's top dealers present their A-plus material. Recent disappointing results at New York's bellwether auction season in May, where a $70 million Alberto Giacometti sculpture failed to sell, appeared to turn consignors toward dealers, and there were plenty of trophy-quality works for private sale here in Basel.

Hauser & Wirth is offering Mark Rothko's 1962 abstract, "No. 6/Sienna, Orange on Wine," for $30 million to $50 million, according to the gallery. 1998 Kate Rothko Prizel & Christopher Rothko / 2025, ProLitteris, Zurich. Courtesy Hauser & Wirth. Photo: Stefan Altenburger Photography Zurich.


Hauser & Wirth offered Mark Rothko's brooding 1962 abstract, "No. 6/Sienna, Orange on Wine," for $30 million to $50 million, according to the gallery. Picasso's 1969 canvas "Homme a la pipe assis et amour," was on show at the booth of Pace Gallery, which said the price was more than $30 million. Gagosian brought an array of major-name pieces, including Cy Twombly's 1957 canvas, "Sunset," which was priced at more than $30 million.

The quality of these works, as well as the rush of well-heeled V.I.P.s pouring into the fair on Tuesday, initially conjured images of Art Basels during previous art booms. "We haven't seen this level of action for two years," said Marc Glimcher, Pace's chief executive.

But as the day progressed, the crowds thinned and it became clear that many had come to the fair to look and socialize rather than buy -- at least on the first day. (In an interview, Art Basel's chief executive, Noah Horowitz, cautioned against reading too much into this: "Basel isn't a one-day fair," he said.)

President Trump's April 2 announcement of steep tariffs on nearly all imports to the United States has spooked the international art trade. Although a threatened additional tariff of 31 percent on imports from Switzerland is on pause, a 10 percent "base line" tariff was imposed -- though most art works are exempt from the levies, because they fall under a protected category as "informational materials."

Some major American collectors, such as Howard Rachofsky, Don and Mera Rubell and Pamela Joyner were present for the V.I.P. opening, but many weren't.

Picasso's 1969 canvas "Homme a la pipe assis et amour," was on show at the booth of Pace Gallery, which said the price was more than $30 million. Estate of Pablo Picasso/Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York


Rachofsky, who is based in Dallas, summed the day up as "lots of looking; almost an overwhelming amount of material; few Americans," and noted "cautious behavior" among his fellow collectors.

"Quite reasonable in an uncertain world and art market in transition," he added.

That cautiousness was evident by the end of the Tuesday preview when none of the exhibitors had announced confirmed sales above $10 million, though many said big-ticket pieces were "on hold." David Zwirner did however sell a 10 foot-high brass wire hanging sculpture by the American artist Ruth Asawa for $9.5 million.

Among the Modern works, an elaborately framed 1963 Surrealist triptych, "The Mermaid's Dream," by Leonora Carrington was a standout work, offered by the New York gallery Di Donna, also priced at $9.5 million. Although another museum-quality work by Carrington sold for $28.5 million at auction in 2024, "the Mermaid's Dream" was still awaiting a buyer on Wednesday morning.

As ever, there were plenty of sales lower down the price ranges. Young painters whose works were the subject of frenzied auction bidding in the early 2020s continued to be in demand, despite cooling salesroom prices. The London-based gallery Victoria Miro resold the 2020 Flora Yukhnovich canvas "Minuet" for $2.5 million, not far below the giddy high of $3.1 million a Yukhnovich work achieved at auction in 2021.

Art Basel's Statement section, in which 18 emerging artists compete for the Baloise Art Prize, appealed to collectors looking for future stars. The British artist Rhea Dillon, represented by the London-based gallery Soft Opening, was one of the two winners with a series of wall-mounted vitrines that enigmatically evoked the maritime slave trade. All sold at the preview for prices around $20,000.

A visitor looking at an artwork by Faith Wilding at Art Basel. By the end Tuesday's preview, none of the exhibitors had announced confirmed sales above $10 million. Harold Cunningham/Getty Images


For some visitors, however, this year's edition was noticeably short on innovation, risk and shock value. "As a collector looking for works taking me out of my comfort zone, Art Basel seemed too safe to me," said the Brussels-based collector Alain Servais. "It also felt like the quietest opening day in terms of attendance for my 28th participation."

Most exhibiting dealers now routinely email a preview of their available works to clients before Art Basel, which results in a significant number of online presales. But Servais and other visitors said that these previews sucked much of the urgency and surprise out of the fair, turning it more into a social event.

Having already bought the work they wanted online, was there any need to travel to Basel, with its overpriced accommodation and underwhelming shopping and food scene?

"People come to Basel for the art, not for the hotels or the lifestyle," said the London-based adviser Bona Montagu. "Collectors who enjoy the lifestyle and the museums are going to Paris."

But in a transitioning art economy where the quality of experiences, particularly of luxury experiences, is increasingly important to its wealthy consumers, Art Basel Paris poses a clear threat to the Swiss mother ship's long-held status as the art world's must-attend fair.

As Montagu noted at Art Basel, "I can't believe the number of people who have said, 'I'll see you in Paris.'''

Zachary Small contributed reporting from Basel.
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Cruise Will Receive an Honorary Oscar at Governors Awards

The film industry will honor Tom Cruise this fall with an Honorary Academy Award for lifetime achievement, along with the choreographer Debbie Allen and the production designer Wynn Thomas.

Tom Cruise at the premiere of "Top Gun: Maverick" in Cannes in 2022. Vianney Le Caer/Invision, via Associated Press



By Michaela Towfighi



Jun 18, 2025 at 01:39 AM

Despite his death-defying stunts as the spy Ethan Hunt, Tom Cruise has yet to land an Oscar for any of the eight installments of the "Mission: Impossible" franchise. His portrayal of the sports agent Jerry Maguire in 1996 earned him a nod from the film academy for best actor, and as a producer he was up for best motion picture in 2023 with "Top Gun: Maverick."

But his career has not included a golden Oscars statuette. Until now. 

In November, Cruise will receive an honorary Oscar at the Governors Awards, alongside the production designer Wynn Thomas, and the choreographer and actress Debbie Allen, the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences announced on Tuesday.

Dolly Parton, the singer and actress, will be presented with the annual Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award for her charitable works.

The honorary awards, in their 16th year, are given out by the academy's board of governors to recognize "extraordinary distinction in lifetime achievement" in the film industry or "outstanding contributions" to the state of filmmaking. They will be presented months before the main Oscars ceremony in March and will not be televised.

This time the awards celebrate four "individuals whose extraordinary careers and commitment to our filmmaking community continue to leave a lasting impact," the academy president, Janet Yang, said in a statement.

Cruise, 62, was first nominated for an Academy Award in 1990 for his portrayal of Ron Kovic, a Vietnam War veteran, in the biographical film "Born on the Fourth of July." He has received three other nominations since then, for "Jerry Maguire," "Magnolia," and "Top Gun: Maverick."

Allen, 75, has never been nominated for an Oscar, though her work as a choreographer, actor and producer has gained critical praise in films like "Forget Paris," "Ragtime," "Fame" and "Amistad." Over the years, she has choreographed the Academy Awards ceremony seven times.

Thomas, the production designer, has also never received a nomination from the Academy, despite his well-known collaborations with Spike Lee, including on "Do the Right Thing" and "She's Gotta Have It." He also had a credit on "A Beautiful Mind," which won best picture in 2002.

The academy's announcement said that Cruise, who is known for doing his own stunts and is one of the highest grossing actors of all time, was a "committed advocate of the theatrical experience" who had played an important role in helping the industry weather the coronavirus pandemic. Allen was honored for her "indelible impact onscreen" in her film career of nearly five decades, and Thomas was applauded for his "visionary eye and mastery of his craft."

The humanitarian award goes to an industry member who promotes human welfare and contributes to "rectifying inequalities."

In 1988, Parton, a Tennessee native, launched the Dollywood Foundation, which helps support education for children in East Tennessee. In 1995, she also started a literacy program in honor of her father, "Dolly Parton's Imagination Library," which has distributed nearly 285 million books to children worldwide.

Over her career, Parton has won 11 Grammy Awards and a lifetime achievement award from the Recording Academy. Her single "Nine to Five" earned an Oscar nomination for best original song. She was also nominated for an Oscar in 2006, for the song "Travelin' Thru" from the movie "Transamerica."

The Governors Awards will be presented on Nov. 16 at Ovation Hollywood. Past ceremonies have included a posthumous award for Quincy Jones, and honors for Angela Bassett and Samuel L. Jackson.
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Broadway's 'Real Women Have Curves' to Close Because of Soft Sales

The immigration-themed musical is the second show to announce a plan to close in the aftermath of this year's Tony Awards.

A scene from the musical "Real Women Have Curves," which is closing after a shorter-than-hoped-for run at the James Earl Jones Theater. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Michael Paulson



Jun 17, 2025 at 05:20 PM

"Real Women Have Curves," an immigration-themed musical about a young woman whose academic aspirations conflict with her mother's desire for her to stay close to home and to help out at the family's small business, announced on Tuesday that it would close on June 29 after struggling to find an audience on Broadway.

Based on Josefina Lopez's 1990 play and a 2002 film, the musical began previews April 1 and opened April 27 at the James Earl Jones Theater. At the time of its closing, it will have played 31 previews and 73 regular performances.

The musical is set in 1987 in an East Los Angeles dressmaking shop owned and operated by Latina women, some of whom are undocumented immigrants; it has echoes of events currently unfolding in Los Angeles, where immigration raids have prompted protests.

"Real Women Have Curves" was nominated for two Tony Awards, for best original score (by Joy Huerta and Benjamin Velez) and for best featured performance by an actress (Justina Machado), but won neither. It is the second show to post a closing notice after going home empty-handed from the June 8 awards ceremony, following "Smash."

Reviews for "Real Women Have Curves" were mostly positive. In The New York Times, the critic Laura Collins-Hughes called it "a bouncy, crowd-pleasing comedy about female empowerment, self-acceptance and chasing one's ambitions." She added, "It is also a tale of immigrant life in this country, and the dread woven into the fabric of daily existence for undocumented people and those closest to them."

"Real Women Have Curves" has had difficulty selling tickets throughout its run. It has been grossing about $400,000 most weeks, which is well below today's running costs for a large-scale Broadway musical. The producers, in a last-ditch effort to boost ticket sales, picked up the costs for the cast to perform a song on the Tony Awards broadcast (not a given, since the show was not nominated for best musical), but that did not save the show.

The musical was capitalized for up to $16.5 million, according to a filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission. That money -- the amount it cost to finance the show's development -- has not been recouped.

"Real Women Have Curves" features a book by Lisa Loomer with Nell Benjamin; it is directed and choreographed by Sergio Trujillo. Produced by Barry and Fran Weissler and Jack Noseworthy, the show had an initial production that opened in 2023 at the American Repertory Theater in Cambridge, Mass.
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Lawsuit Accuses Tyler Perry of Sexual Assault

Derek Dixon, an actor who worked with Mr. Perry, is suing him for $260 million for sexual harassment, assault and battery. A lawyer for Mr. Perry called the allegations a "scam."

Tyler Perry, a filmmaker and media mogul, is being sued for sexual assault by an actor from one of his television shows. Jamie Mccarthy/Getty Images



By Jonathan Wolfe



Jun 18, 2025 at 01:11 PM

The filmmaker and media mogul Tyler Perry is being sued for $260 million for sexual assault by an actor who starred in "The Oval," one of Mr. Perry's television series.

Derek Dixon, who played the character Dale on the show, claims in a lawsuit that Mr. Perry subjected him "to escalating sexual harassment, assault and battery, and professional retaliation when Mr. Dixon did not reciprocate Mr. Perry's unwanted advances."

Matthew Boyd, a lawyer for Mr. Perry, said in a statement that the lawsuit was a "scam."

"Tyler will not be shaken down and we are confident these fabricated claims of harassment will fail," Mr. Boyd said.

A lawyer for Mr. Dixon did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 

According to the lawsuit, which was filed on Friday in a Los Angeles court, Mr. Dixon met Mr. Perry in 2019, when Mr. Dixon worked for an event company that had organized a party for the filmmaker. The two exchanged numbers, and Mr. Perry initially offered him career advancement, Mr. Dixon said.

Soon afterward, Mr. Perry began sending Mr. Dixon sexually suggestive text messages, according to the lawsuit, which included images of messages sent between the men.

In one episode mentioned in the lawsuit, in 2020, Mr. Perry invited Mr. Dixon to his home in Douglasville, Ga., near Atlanta, where the two had drinks and Mr. Dixon spent the night in a guest room. During the night, Mr. Perry got into bed with Mr. Dixon and began "rubbing Dixon's body around his inner thigh in a highly sexual and suggestive manner," according to the lawsuit. Mr. Dixon jumped out of bed and told Mr. Perry that he "wasn't that sexual," according to the lawsuit.

Afterward, Mr. Dixon ignored Mr. Perry's texts, until Mr. Perry offered him a role in "The Oval," according to the lawsuit.

The lawsuit also describes an incident in 2021 when Mr. Dixon spent the night at Mr. Perry's house, and claims that when Mr. Perry asked for a good night hug, he pulled down Mr. Dixon's underwear and "began to vigorously grab, grope, and play with Dixon's buttocks in a sexual manner."

Mr. Perry has built a media empire with an array of popular television shows and movies depicting Black life in America, including the "Madea" film series, in which he also stars.  In 2019, he opened a 330-acre studio complex in Atlanta where major studios often film movies and television shows, including "Pitch Perfect 3," "The Walking Dead" and "Black Panther."
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Critic's Notebook


American Mythmakers, Revisited: Hunter S. Thompson and John Wilkes Booth

Two shows attempt to make sense of the gonzo journalist and Lincoln's assassin, cultural figures forever intertwined with American history.

Eric William Morris and other cast members in "The Untitled Unauthorized Hunter S. Thompson Musical" at Signature Theater in Arlington, Va. Daniel Rader



By Rhoda Feng
Reporting from Washington, D.C.


Jun 17, 2025 at 03:42 PM

Two shows on stages just outside Washington, "The Untitled Unauthorized Hunter S. Thompson Musical" and "John Wilkes Booth: One Night Only!," create a diptych of American mythmaking: One character sees the country crumbling and aims to shake it awake, the other sees it in betrayal of its founding principles and tries to burn it down.

The writer Hunter S. Thompson had little regard for professional deadlines, but in "The Untitled Unauthorized Hunter S. Thompson Musical," running through July 13 at the Signature Theater in Arlington, Va., he faces one he can't ignore. With a bottle of Wild Turkey in one hand and a .45 in the other, the bathrobe-clad gonzo journalist -- staring at a typewriter that has just landed with a thud onto the stage -- neutrally informs the audience: "It's February 20th, 2005. The day I die." Then the self-proclaimed "major figure in American history," played with feral charisma by Eric William Morris, manically attempts to commit his life, and the life of these disunited states, to the page.

Created by Joe Iconis (music, lyrics, book) and Gregory S. Moss (book), and directed with anarchic propulsion by Christopher Ashley, the show is a frenzied, frothing act of theatrical resurrection. Morris is accompanied by a nine-member ensemble that functions as a Greek chorus of demons, muses and collaborators, ferrying us from Thompson's Louisville boyhood to his professional dust-ups with the Hells Angels and drug-fueled detours through the underside of the American dream. His Colorado home, Owl Farm, serves as both writing bunker and memory palace. Crammed with gewgaws, it looks like the kind of place that would make people rethink their ideas about souvenirs.

Subtlety was never Thompson's forte, and this bio-musical wisely avoids making it an organizing principle. Iconis's propulsive score is peppered with protest anthems, beat-poet swagger and a recurring rock 'n' roll hymn to outsiders and misfits. "All hail Hunter S. Thompson," the ensemble chants. "Hail to the freak." Too much exposition? Too little? That depends on your familiarity with Thompson, a philandering husband and neglectful father who ran for sheriff of Aspen, Colo., cherished his constitutional right to own guns and nursed a near-cellular antipathy toward Nixon (played here by a reptilian George Abud).

Though the show splendidly commits to unfiltered, maximalist expression, quieter moments also resonate, including when a young Hunter (Giovanny Diaz De Leon) reads a copy of "The Great Gatsby" and resolves to one day write into existence a more democratic country.

Ben Ahlers as the title character in "John Wilkes Booth: One Night Only!" at Baltimore Center Stage. J Fannon Photography


About an hour's drive north of the Signature, "John Wilkes Booth: One Night Only!," at Baltimore Center Stage (through Sunday), takes a similar metatheatrical approach. But where Thompson barrels toward death, Booth teeters on the edge of it. As the play opens, Booth is seated at a player piano. "I am the author of the most exciting thing to ever happen in American theater," he purrs. The claim is hard to dismiss, given the nightmarish impact of -- and continued fascination with -- his act.

In recent years, he has been reimagined in Karen Joy Fowler's 2022 historical novel, "Booth," and the 2024 TV series "Manhunt." Ford's Theater regularly produces "One Destiny," a lean two-hander that revisits Lincoln's assassination through the bewildered memories of ordinary people left in its wake. That play, like Fowler's novel, largely scants the perspective of the Southern avenger out of principle.

In the shambolic "John Wilkes Booth," the writer Matthew Weiner ("Mad Men") opts to place Booth at its center. (Much of Booth's soliloquy is adapted from his diary and his sister Asia's memoir.) The show begins as a kind of memory play. As if he were dictating his memoirs, the failed actor (a louche Ben Ahlers of "The Gilded Age") plunges into a fitful reconstruction of his past, replete with childhood omens; confrontations with his disapproving older brother Edwin (Robbie Tann), a wispy thespian hailed as his generation's foremost interpreter of Hamlet; and frequent interruptions by a beleaguered prompter (Ked Merwin) who tries to keep a drunken Booth on script.

For all his self-mythologizing, Ahler's Booth appears as a wan echo of a Luciferian antihero -- more peacock than fallen angel. (The visually stunning production includes beautifully textured lighting by Xiangfu Xiao and costumes -- velvets, waistcoats, starched collars -- by Orla Long.) And under Stevie Walker-Webb's direction, the show not only amplifies Booth's delusional behavior but is also largely overdetermined: the errant gunshots throughout needlessly remind us of Booth's impending end in a tobacco barn after a 12-day manhunt.

Nevertheless, the play effectively makes the case that the more Booth insists on being remembered as a "saint and symbol" of the Lost Cause, the more he reveals himself to be a man who mistook notoriety for greatness. It's an impulse that, unfortunately, is as alive as ever today.
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Out & About


Native American Culture Meets Fashion

The lifestyle brand Hosh brought artists, models and performers together at an event in New York.

Phillip Bread, a model, and DY Begay, a Dine weaver and a founder of the lifestyle brand Hosh, were among the people celebrating the launch of Hosh at the Hole gallery in Manhattan on Thursday. Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times



By Alex Vadukul



Jun 13, 2025 at 08:55 PM

As models and artists mingled at the Hole gallery in the East Village of Manhattan on Thursday night, a young Navajo ceramist named Jared Tso stayed focused on the clay pot he was sculpting with his hands.

"I'm the fourth generation to make pots in my family," Mr. Tso said, glancing up from his wheel. "My process and materials are still all based in traditional Navajo pottery. My grandmother, she was an influential Navajo potter, and she made our family name."

Gallery guests around him sipped cans of Pacifico as they studied ethereal oil paintings of Monument Valley and Shiprock. Others thumbed through a rack of T-shirts printed with artwork of bald eagles and mesa sunsets. A tattooed server wended through the crowd offering cups of Navajo tea.

Mr. Tso grew reflective.

"I think Native American people get looked at through a lens of nostalgia, and the contemporary versions of ourselves aren't seen," he said. "That's also been true for Native American art. I think Native pottery could have a huge opportunity to participate in the New York art world if it got the chance, and that's why I'm glad to be here tonight."

Video: 

Jared Tso, a Navajo ceramist, sculpted pots at the event.

Mr. Tso, who lives in Navajo Nation, a reservation in the southwest, had flown to New York for the downtown gallery event, which celebrated the launch of Hosh, a Native American lifestyle brand that seeks to support contemporary Native artists by adapting their weaving, metal work, pottery and painting into fashion and art.

Hosh, which is named after a Dine word for cactus, was co-founded by the noted Navajo weaver DY Begay, whose tapestry work is currently being exhibited at the National Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C. Her co-founder, Tom Tarica, is an art collector who developed a lifelong passion for Native American art while studying at the University of Arizona in the late 1980s.

Ms. Begay, a fifth-generation Dine weaver, warmly greeted her fellow artists. One of her tapestries, "Enduring Red," hung on a gallery wall beside tapestries woven by her sisters.

"This red tapestry is made from Navajo tea, sandalwood and cochineal, which is an insect," Ms. Begay explained. "As my inspirations, I looked at the formation of the soils, canyon walls and red colors embedded in natural resources."

Perry Shorty, a silversmith, showed off the types of coins that he uses to cast much of his turquoise jewelry. Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times

Mr. Shorty also had examples of the work he created with the silver from the coins. Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times


A rapt crowd -- which included a model carrying a toy poodle -- had formed to watch Perry Shorty, a silversmith who lives in Navajo Nation, give a demonstration of his craft. He lit up a torch to heat a crucible filled with Barber coins, which are what he uses to forge much of his turquoise jewelry.

On a small stage, a Cherokee singer-songwriter, Ken Pomeroy, performed an acoustic set with Dakota McDaniel. Ms. Pomeroy -- whose arms were lined in red tattoos of a hare, a coyote, a minnow and John Denver's signature -- strummed original tunes like "Wrango," "Flannel Cowboy" and "Grey Skies," which she sang in Cherokee. Her soft singing soothed the gallery crowd, luring one boy to sit on the floor and listen.

"It's a song about self-discovery and nature," Ms. Pomeroy said afterward. "I contributed it to a Cherokee language revitalization project. Languages are so lost, so we got together with our Cherokee elders, to make sure it was all correct."

"I didn't seek out to be a story teller," she added. "But it's literally in my blood."

Dakota McDaniel and Ken Pomeroy performed an acoustic set, which included a song Ms. Pomeroy sang in Cherokee. Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times


Mr. Shorty demonstrated his various methods of creating art and jewelry. Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times

Tom Tarica, who founded Hosh with Ms. Begay, developed a lifelong passion for Native American art while studying at the University of Arizona. Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times


As the night wound down, the crowd spilled out onto the gallery's sidewalk on the Bowery. Hanging out was Phillip Bread, a tall young man with long braided hair who wore rings imprinted with horses. He is Comanche and moved to New York from Oklahoma a few years ago before signing as a model with DNA.

"It's difficult finding community as a Native American living in New York," Mr. Bread said. "I might be walking around Brooklyn and be the only Native American in a several-mile radius. It's not like I'm constantly running into other Comanche."

"So it's important when we all get together in the same space," he added. "Because people still have an idea in their mind about what being Native American is, and it's time to stop those stereotypes. We are not mythological. We are living, modern people."
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The Silliest Display of Wealth in 'Mountainhead'

It's called a turbot pot -- turbotiere, if you're fancy -- and it's almost certainly not in stock.

Jason Schwartzman as Souper (short for Soup Kitchen) in a scene from "Mountainhead." As the world burns outside his 21,000-square-foot ski lodge, Souper is singularly focused on one thing and one thing only: the "magnificent" line-caught turbot he's all too eager to share with his friends. HBO



By Louis Lucero II



Jun 11, 2025 at 10:00 PM

A low-key weekend with the boys looks a little different when the boys have a combined net worth of $342.5 billion. For starters, it can be safely assumed that most attendees will arrive by private jet. And once you actually make it to the hang, you may find that the whiskey bottles are resting on little whiskey plinths.

With all those billions -- and egos -- swirling around, it can help to set a few ground rules. "No deals, no meals, no high heels," Steve Carell's character reminds his friends shortly after they're reunited in "Mountainhead," HBO's new satire about four tech titans on holiday while a disinformation crisis of their own making threatens to destroy civilization as we know it.

As for Rule No. 1, fair enough; no one wants to be pitched while off the clock. But it's Rule No. 2 that Souper (Jason Schwartzman), who welcomes the group into his 21,000-square-foot, new-build Utah ski lodge, seems to have the most consistent trouble with.

As the try-hard "poorest billionaire in the gang," his hosting impulses constantly run afoul of the casual poker-night vibe that his masters-of-the-universe guests are seeking. Somewhere along the line, Souper seems to have learned that the way to a tech bro's pocketbook is through his stomach, and one of the movie's best recurring gags is the abundant yet untouched spread of snacks, which slowly proliferate like an algal bloom, first overtaking one kitchen island, then the one right behind it.

Souper's eagerness to impress eventually prompts one of the film's most subtly ridiculous questions. Is turbot, a bottom-feeding European flatfish with eyes on the left side of its head, a meal in and of itself, or is it simply "a picking fish"?

Huh?

"What's a picking fish, dude?" asks Jeff (Ramy Youssef), an artificial intelligence entrepreneur and turbot skeptic. "This is poker night. There's no staff, no chefs. This is supposed to be, like, club sandwiches, heart-attack burgers, chicken buckets."

Undeterred, Souper presses on with his plans for the "six-man line-caught turbot" (impressive!) he acquired for the occasion. Naturally, those plans necessitate what may be described as the fifth character of "Mountainhead": the kite-shaped, two-handled copper-and-tin turbot pot, or turbotiere, that he uses to prepare it.

The copper-and-tin turbotiere used in "Mountainhead" was found in a Brooklyn home goods store called Sterling Place, where it was listed for $750. via Stephen Carter

When Stephen Carter, the film's production designer, was sent photos of the pot by a prop master he had worked with on "Succession," he knew not to be too picky. "It's a rather specific piece," he allowed. via Stephen Carter


Few things scream privilege quite like hyper-specific, single-purpose cookware -- a fact that Jesse Armstrong, who wrote and directed "Mountainhead," would surely know as the creator and showrunner of "Succession," which took a similarly unsparing look at the excesses of the 1 percent. Over that show's four seasons, he fleshed out the world of the ultrawealthy Roy family with help from the production designer Stephen Carter, who also joined him for "Mountainhead."

Nailing the details is essential for someone like Mr. Carter, who, by his own admission, doesn't himself travel in such rarefied circles. Had he ever heard of a turbotiere before starting work on "Mountainhead"?

"Absolutely not," he said with a laugh. Because the movie was shot mostly on location near Park City, Utah, Mr. Carter enlisted Monica Jacobs, a fellow "Succession" alum living in New York, to help the film's Utah-based prop master "hit the right note for the high-end, you know, luxury of it all."

Given the film's tight production schedule, Mr. Carter didn't have time to be terribly picky. "It was the first one that they found that seemed plausibly nice enough that they could get their hands on in time," he said, adding, "It's a rather specific piece."

And how. Ms. Jacobs ultimately found the vintage turbotiere that was featured in the film at Sterling Place, a home goods shop in Brooklyn not far from where Mr. Carter lives. Ms. Jacobs snapped a few photos of her find, which a tag identified as a "Turbot Fish Pot in Copper & Tin" (price: $750), and sent them along to Mr. Carter in Utah.

Although other, more impressively worn-looking models can be found online for as much as $1,600, it's probably for the best that Mr. Carter didn't hold out to comparison shop: He might have been waiting a while. Even on their websites, major cookware retailers don't stock the highly specialized turbotiere -- by that or any other name.

Very little food is consumed during the film, though much is on offer. HBO


"Williams Sonoma, Sur La Table will never, ever have anything that specific -- they're too mainstream," said Fotini Tsiramanes, who works at the Loaves & Fishes Cookshop in Bridgehampton, N.Y. Reached by phone on Sunday, Ms. Tsiramanes said the store outfitted a great many kitchens in the Hamptons, often staffed by professional chefs cooking for some of the nation's wealthiest and most exacting. Keeping a turbot pot on their shelves, she suggested, would be a waste of space.

"It's something that we would never bring in," Ms. Tsiramanes said, "because you are the first person in my 14 years of working here who has ever requested one."

For a bottom feeder, the turbot has a rich history of touching off questions of class and status. In the 1960s, the matter of which flatfish were entitled to bear the proud name turbot aroused the attentions of the State Department, the Supreme Court and the Danish Embassy.

"Is it a prince of the piscatorial kingdom or a bargain counter bonanza?" The New York Times asked in 1972, as the reputation of "true" turbot (a luxury fish found in the English Channel and the North Sea and imported from France) was being tarnished by an influx of lower-grade "Greenland turbot" (actually halibut) in supermarkets.

Its admittedly peculiar anatomy notwithstanding, turbot could easily be prepared in a more conventional pan. But for certain gourmets and strivers, that would be beside the point.

"In this case, it's more about Souper wanting to impress these friends of his that come over to his house for the first time," Mr. Carter explained. "Like, 'What would a sort of insecure tech-bro millionaire have around trying to impress his tech-bro buddies?'"
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Leonard Lauder Was Beauty's Original Influencer

It's possible Kylie Jenner and Hailey Bieber would not have become cosmetic moguls without him.

Leonard Lauder, the legendary beauty mogul. Chester Higgins Jr./The New York Times



By Vanessa Friedman



Jun 16, 2025 at 05:07 PM

About 25 years ago, Leonard Lauder, the visionary beauty mogul and Estee Lauder chief executive who died on Saturday at age 92, had an epiphany. It was just after 9/11, and the United States was in turmoil and recession. Most things looked grim, except for one.

Lipstick sales, he noticed, were rising, just as they had in the past when times were bad, like in the Great Depression. Perhaps, he thought, women wanted to indulge in small luxuries when a downturn was coming. Perhaps lipstick could even be an economic indicator. Thus the term "the lipstick index" was born.

It was the beauty equivalent of the "hemline index," the theory that when things were good, skirts got shorter -- and it proved to be but one of the enduring ideas Mr. Lauder had first.

"He was the original influencer," said John Demsey, the former president of MAC Cosmetics.

The eldest son of an entrepreneur mother, Mr. Lauder became a billionaire but ate the same thing for breakfast for years (one fat-free yogurt with a sliced peach and one thin slice of whole wheat bread), could deliver one-liners with a borscht belt sense of timing, and turned one brand into an entire luxury group before the giant fashion luxury groups existed.

Mr. Lauder with his mother, Estee Lauder. Fairchild Archive/Penske Media, via Getty Images


He once said, "I see 10 years, 20 years ahead of everyone else." It may sound egotistic or implausible, but in many ways he turned out to be right. Without Mr. Lauder, it's possible we would not have Kylie Jenner's Kylie Cosmetics or Hailey Bieber's Rhode.

"The modern-day prestige beauty business simply would not exist in its current form" without Mr. Lauder, Mr. Demsey said.

He had an uncanny ability to understand just how satisfying the crisp snap of a powder compact could be (and if you didn't get it, he would demonstrate). He knew that beauty tracked sociological trends. He predicted the intersection of science and skin care. He embraced the value of disruption. He recognized the metrosexual before the metrosexual had a name and introduced the first men's prestige grooming and skin-care brand with Aramis.

"One of his first and greatest ideas was to bring Carol Phillips, a beauty editor at Vogue, to Estee Lauder to start Clinique with the dermatologist Norman Orentreich," said Linda Wells, the former editor of Allure. "It started a move toward dermatologic credibility." The Clinique ads, shot by the great photographer Irving Penn, treated the products, which looked as if they had come straight from a lab, like sculpture.

Mr. Lauder with Carol Phillips, the Vogue editor he brought to his company to start Clinique. Fairchild Archive/Penske Media, via Getty Images


Bobbi Brown doing a model's makeup for a fashion show in 1996. Marilynn K. Yee/The New York Times


He clocked the rise of the makeup artist before anyone else and bought MAC Cosmetics. (The name is an acronym for Makeup Artist Cosmetics, and it started life behind the scenes of magazine photo shoots and backstage at catwalk shows.) He bought Bobbi Brown's namesake line when it was only 10 lipsticks. And as he absorbed them into the Lauder fold, he let each brand stand on its own.

"I never had to try and act professional," Ms. Brown said. When the head of the Lauder research and development lab wanted to produce Ms. Brown's lipsticks rather than continue with the small lab she was using, Mr. Lauder said, "Absolutely not," she remembered. "Women would know the difference and not love it the same," he said. When she fretted about missing her kids because she had to work during the Oscars, he used his private plane to fly her home for dinner.

"He saw in MAC the way diversity and self-expression could be powerful," Mr. Demsey said, signing representatives like RuPaul and K.D. Lang. "He really understood embracing new standards of beauty."

RuPaul and K.D. Lang at a MAC party in 1996. Mr. Lauder "was always thinking about what's next," Mr. Demsey said. Rose Hartman/Archive Photos, via Getty Images


According to Ms. Wells: "When I started Allure, most of the industry wasn't looking forward to a journalistic approach to beauty coverage, which was usually cozy to the point of being fawning. But Leonard essentially said to me, 'Bring it on!' He told me he'd never cancel his advertising, and just about every other company did in those first few years of the magazine."

In discussions of Mr. Lauder, the word "mentor" comes up again and again. So does "hero." "Nearly half the global talent pool of this industry passed through the company," Mr. Demsey said.

After Mr. Lauder stepped down as chairman of Lauder, he christened himself "chief teaching officer" and ran seminars for employees that included "Ten Commitments." One was: If you have a good idea, don't let anyone talk you out of it.
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Times Insider


Misplaced Millions? Lost Life Savings? Tell Us.

A new personal finance column was inspired by head-scratching messages from Times readers.




By Ron Lieber, Tara Siegel Bernard and Mike Dang
The authors write and edit personal finance coverage at The Times.


Jun 19, 2025 at 08:00 AM

Times Insider explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.

About two years ago, we began hearing from New York Times readers whose banks were mysteriously closing their checking and savings accounts, and sometimes the accounts of their family members, too. It was as if the accounts had become tainted, and the banks refused to tell them why.

We began to investigate. We asked readers to share their experiences, and our inboxes were flooded with responses. Our reporting eventually turned into a series, Shuttered Accounts.

Among the 1,500 readers who wrote to us, several shared situations that raised new and confounding questions. One reader named Mike told us about a truly baffling situation: His bank seemed to have misplaced nearly $2 million of his money.

This wasn't the first time we had seen notes from readers that had made us want to both scratch our heads and shout to the heavens. In fact, it reinforced an idea for a new feature that we'd been thinking about for a while, one in which we would try to help readers understand how something seemingly inexplicable happened to their money.

How Did This Happen?, a new monthly column, was born.

The three of us got together to talk about getting the series off the ground.

Ron Lieber: So this all started with a $1,869,000 check that was left on the sidewalk in Manhattan in front of a guy named Mike's apartment building. Our own Mike (known internally as Coach Mike for his learned advice to fellow runners) could hardly believe it, so he reached out to the other Mike.

Mike Dang: Yes! His submission just seemed so unbelievable. I contacted him to see if I had his story straight. Did his bank really mail him a check for nearly $2 million via UPS and misdeliver it? Was the bank really that unhelpful when he reached out to get the situation fixed? The answer was yes in both cases. The bank had the wrong address on file, and the carrier simply left the check outside his building. When Mike went outside to look for the check, it wasn't there.

Tara Siegel Bernard: No signature required either! It really blew all of our minds. I think it was the sheer absurdity of the situation that reminded us about an idea we had kicked around. There are so many instances like this -- in our own lives, and in the lives of our readers -- that leave us dumbfounded. We decided we should round them all up and get to the root of why these things happen.

I started a folder, and started to fill it with the stories that trickled in. Like the woman who wrote to me after her bank told her beneficiary that she was dead.

Lieber: Yes, the folder -- by that time we had the vague notion that we could do some real, semiformal reader service here. Often, we'd reply to emails with advice on an ad hoc basis. But what we really wanted to know was how and why readers had ended up in these predicaments, through no fault of their own.

In other words, how on earth had this happened?!

Actually, we wanted to use some swear words, but that sort of thing isn't allowed in a family newspaper.

Dang: We settled on calling this series How Did This Happen. We decided that we'd commit to investigating a reader's predicament once a month. By the way, the reader who had that big check misdelivered eventually had his money returned to him around the time I contacted him. But it took about five months -- five months too long to be without nearly $2 million. Since he had resolved it on his own, we decided not to write about it.

All of this happened in the spring of 2023, which means it took us about two years to get this series off the ground.

Siegel Bernard: But we're finally doing it. The first column -- about someone who lost his life savings when doing his first 401(k) rollover -- ran last month.

I've already reviewed some situations that readers have sent in since then. How do stocks vanish from someone's brokerage account? Why do cancer patients have to deal with mind-numbing insurance complexities on top of everything else? Why have our lives become so hard to administer? Besides the money, there's the theft of our time. Hopefully we help readers get some of that back, and expose issues that need fixing.

Lieber: I'm so glad you're doing the insurance thing, Tara. I have a real humdinger of an insurance thing to share personally soon. (Coach Mike, we can write about our own things once in a while, right?)

But mostly, we want to help New York Times readers. So many of you have been so generous over the years, feeding us story ideas and responding to queries from the Your Money newsletter. It's made us better at what we do; as ever, none of us are as smart as all of us.

This is a chance to help you solve thorny problems -- or at least get an explanation as to why and how something became a problem.

So please, send us the hardest questions about the most confounding things that involve money. You can use the form below or write to us directly at yourmoney_newsletter@nytimes.com.
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Quote of the Day: Her Best Sellers Are Only Icing On the Cupcake

Jun 19, 2025 at 04:59 AM

"They're both pleasant ways to escape and fun to share."

ABBY JIMENEZ, a best-selling author and bakery owner, on the commonality of two of her passions, romantic-comedies and cupcakes.
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Corrections: June 19, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, June 19, 2025.

Jun 19, 2025 at 05:00 AM

ARTS

A video game review on Saturday about the role-playing adventure game Deltarune misidentified one of the character's childhood friends. She is Noelle Holiday, not Carol.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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