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Members of Congress worry about lack of plan as political violence rises
Rep. Derek Kilmer (D-Washington) in September explained his fear of how a narrowly divided Congress could inspire a perverse madman to target federal lawmakers.
By Paul Kane | 2025-06-19

Members of Congress have said they are worried about becoming targets of political violence. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


Last fall, a couple of soon-to-retire lawmakers decided that it was time to have an uncomfortable discussion: How should Congress handle matters if their own members were the victims of the kind of politically motivated violence that has become all too common these days?
While those talks did not produce a tangible plan, the ideas behind them have suddenly become more urgent after the killing and attempted killing of two Minnesota state lawmakers in what local authorities have described as politically motivated attacks.
"Part of our job is to think about the unthinkable," Rep. Derek Kilmer (D-Washington) said in September, explaining his fear of how a narrowly divided Congress could inspire a perverse madman to target federal lawmakers.
Rep. Brad Wenstrup (R-Ohio), a combat surgeon in the Iraq War, noted that senators have a plan for succession if there's a death or resignation, most often with a vacancy filled by an interim appointment, and that there is an 18-person lineup ready to succeed the leader of the free world.
"We have a succession plan for the president," Wenstrup said at a House Administration Committee hearing in September focused on political violence.
But there is no plan to easily replace one or multiple House members should the worst happen. The Constitution requires the states to pull together a special election to fill individual vacancies, something that takes anywhere from three months to sometimes a year.
When there's a clear, large House majority for one party, such a prolonged vacancy makes little difference to the institution at large. But now, after three straight elections left one party with just single-digit control of the lower chamber, every seat can mean the difference between majority control and legislation passing or failing.
"The status quo also creates a perverse incentive for political violence through targeted killings designed to switch the majority party in the House," Kilmer said at last fall's hearing.
And Saturday's violence in Minnesota, when a gunman killed one member of the state House and severely wounded a state senator, has prompted another round of discussions on Capitol Hill about what to do to  prevent political violence. Lawmakers have been told that security was strengthened following the Minnesota killings. But so far, there's been very little focus on how to manage the institutional fallout after violent incidents happen.
U.S. Capitol Police data shows the threats against members of Congress are as high as ever -- almost 9,500 last year, way above the 3,900 from eight years ago. Some blame the sharp rise on increasing political polarization on both sides; others specifically fault the bellicose rhetoric of President Donald Trump. The Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol while lawmakers voted to certify Joe Biden's election brought the problem into sharp relief.
And members of Congress have reacted to the Minnesota shooting with sudden urgency. The alleged assassin's hit list included Minnesota's U.S. Democratic senators, Tina Smith and Amy Klobuchar, along with other members of the House.
The Republican and Democratic leaders of the House Administration Committee sent a letter Tuesday to the Justice Department asking for more prosecutors to bring charges against those making violent threats against lawmakers. That's been a contentious issue for several years and prompted the U.S. Capitol Police to start its own internal investigative unit to handle these cases.
Many have asked for increased flexibility in using taxpayer funds to protect their homes and offices. Congress sets the budget for its own protection, although the president signs off on it. "We need more protection," Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) told reporters after Tuesday's security briefing.
Violent incidents directed at lawmakers over the past eight years -- ranging from a shooting at a GOP baseball practice in 2017 to the potential attempted assassinations of Trump to last weekend's Minnesota attack -- show too many people have the will to carry out the violence.
That's why Kilmer and Wenstrup, when they were about to retire at the end of last year, started the uncomfortable discussions about how institutionally debilitating it would be even if they lost just a few lawmakers to violence.
Their warnings about what could happen in Congress has instead played out in the state Capitol in St. Paul, Minnesota.
The state House was previously tied 67-67, governed by a bipartisan power-sharing agreement. But Republicans now hold a one-seat majority until Gov. Tim Walz (D) can hold a special election over the next few months. In the state Senate, a 34-33 Democratic majority has become essentially a tied chamber until the Democratic senator, John Hoffman, recovers and rehabilitates enough to return to work.
The legislature is not in session and not slated to return until early next year, so Minnesota officials feel comfortable knowing that the death of former Democratic House Speaker Melissa Hortman will not cause a real political shift in power.
"I am hopeful that in Melissa's memory that our tradition in Minnesota -- while we'll have vigorous debates, but of working together and getting things done -- will continue," Klobuchar said Tuesday.
But Washington's political environment has become so toxic that Kilmer and Wenstrup worried what would transpire if such a thing happened to Congress.
Wenstrup recalled how he went into "Army mode" at the 2017 baseball practice and helped save the life of  Rep. Steve Scalise (R-Louisiana), now the House majority leader, whose security detail returned fire and killed the shooter before more people were shot.
A couple dozen Republicans were in attendance at the practice, enough to change the House's balance of power. "That's an insurrection," Wenstrup said in a phone interview Wednesday.
Today's House margin is 220 Republicans and 212 Democrats, with three seats almost certain to be filled by Democrats later this year from heavily liberal districts where lawmakers died. Even with those vacancies, Republicans have passed several pieces of legislation by just a single vote, including the massive tax-and-border agenda that is Trump's most important domestic policy issue before Congress.
Moreover, it's a new era of super close margins. Over the past three elections, voters have chosen a Republican or Democrat in 1,305 contests for the House -- all 435 seats run over three elections, excluding special elections.
Republicans have won 655, Democrats 650.
Many lawmakers did not want to discuss the issue of possible mass killings of colleagues, but Wenstrup said Wednesday that it is better to prepare now rather than have to address the issue in a time of crisis.
"To the crazies, that's a pretty appetizing idea," he said of changing, even temporarily, the party in power.
The last real effort at planning for continuity of Congress in the event of a tragedy came in the first years after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. The proposals focused heavily on events in which hundreds were killed, how to reconstitute Congress and where to convene if the Capitol was destroyed.
The Kilmer-Wenstrup approach tried to tackle both those type of mass events and also smaller tragedies where the demise of just a few lawmakers could lead to a seismic event.
Upon getting sworn in for a new term, each House member would create a list of five people who would take over for them if they died or became incapacitated, with the governor choosing among the five.
This could create political continuity until a special election could be held for a formal replacement to be chosen by voters, Wenstrup said Wednesday. "To me, it's a national security issue to have a plan for continuity of government without altering the will of the voters."
This week, Kilmer declined to comment about how his former colleagues were handling the continuity of Congress issues, referring to his testimony from last year.
Such a plan, however, would require an amendment to the Constitution, which is a very cumbersome process requiring congressional supermajorities and then ratification by 38 of the 50 states.
Constitutional amendments are the jurisdiction of the House Judiciary Committee, which has its focus on higher profile issues like immigration and crime, not continuity of Congress.
So the issue just sort of faded away as the two lawmakers retired from Congress.
Two other congressmen, Reps. Emanuel Cleaver II (D-Missouri) and William Timmons (R-South Carolina), co-sponsored the bill to create this constitutional amendment that Kilmer and Wenstrup started. But so far, they have not reintroduced the measure.
Wenstrup suggested that House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) need to create an evenly divided select committee to study this issue and several others related to continuity of Congress, forcing some lawmakers to seriously study the topic.
"It almost needs a task force," he said.
With two months left in a 12-year tenure in Congress, Kilmer introduced his second to last bill: the Preventing Political Violence Act.
With 24 members from more than a dozen agencies across the federal government, the proposed task force would file interim reports to Congress and then, after two years, a final report with recommendations.
Kilmer got one co-sponsor, Timmons, who had worked with him for several years on reform issues inside Congress.
The bill got referred to committee and never got consideration.
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Democrats raise war powers concerns as Trump mulls Iran strike
The pushback follows Trump's encroachment on almost every congressional prerogative -- from taking control of the power of the purse to threatening tariffs.
By Theodoric Meyer | 2025-06-19

"This is exactly the way we got ourselves into Iraq," said Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Virginia), the ranking Democrat on the Senate Intelligence Committee. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Senate Democrats are increasingly concerned that President Donald Trump is considering striking Iran without seeking authorization from Congress -- or even filling them in on his plans.
Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia) is mounting a last-ditch push to force a vote as soon as next week to restrain Trump from attacking Iran without Congress's approval.
Other Senate Democrats say the White House has not briefed them on its plans for a potential strike. And some are warning that the situation reminds them of President George W. Bush's push to invade Iraq more than two decades ago.
"If this president wants to completely ignore the intelligence community, we are playing [on] dangerous ground," Sen. Mark R. Warner (Virginia), the top Democrat on the Senate Intelligence Committee, told reporters. "This is exactly the way we got ourselves into Iraq."
The discontent comes as Trump has mused openly about aiding Israel in its conflict with Iran to prevent Iran from building a nuclear weapon -- potentially by striking the Fordow nuclear facility, which is buried in a mountain that Israeli bombs cannot penetrate. "Nobody knows what I'm going to do," Trump said Wednesday.
The pushback follows Trump's encroachment on just about every congressional prerogative since launching his second term -- from taking swift control of the power of the purse to threatening punishing tariffs on other nations. Lawmakers and the courts, however, have traditionally shown more deference to the executive branch on foreign policy.
And while some Democrats are supporting Kaine's effort, only one Republican -- Rep. Thomas Massie (Kentucky), who has opposed Trump on spending issues -- has so far publicly backed a similar effort in the House. Outside of Congress, a roiling debate is occurring among the president's base over the United States potentially intervening in a foreign conflict. But inside it, the Republican opposition appears more muted.
The administration is expected to brief lawmakers on the Israel-Iran situation, probably early next week -- but Warner and other Senate Democrats said they are frustrated that it's taking so long.
"I have no idea what our policy is right now towards Iran other than chaos, and I'm the vice chairman of the Intelligence Committee," Warner said.
Kaine is lobbying senators to support his resolution, which would block Trump from striking Iran without congressional approval. The resolution must come to the floor as early as next week under Senate rules and cannot be filibustered, with only a simple majority needed for passage.
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) said he hoped Trump would be able to prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon through diplomacy. But he added Tuesday that conversations about forcing Trump to seek approval to attack Iran were premature.
"I think the president is perfectly within his authority in the steps that he has taken," Thune told reporters. "Clearly, if this thing were to extend for some period of time, there could be a more fulsome discussion about what the role of Congress should be."
Congress has grappled with how aggressively to assert its war powers before, as Republican and Democratic presidents have waged war and ordered strikes in the Middle East over more than three decades.
Lawmakers voted in 1991 to authorize the use of military force in the Gulf War. Congress passed similar measures in 2001 after the Sept. 11 attacks and in 2002 to allow  Bush to use military force in Iraq. None of those authorizations have been repealed, despite criticisms from Republicans and Democrats that they give presidents too much power to wage war without seeking congressional approval. (The Senate voted in 2023 to repeal the 1991 and 2002 authorizations, but the bill died in the House.)
Presidents have used the authorizations to conduct a wide range of military operations, including the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Trump has not sought a similar authorization from Congress yet this time around -- leading Kaine to seek to reassert Congress's authority.
In 2020, eight Republican senators voted with Democrats to pass a similar resolution after the Trump administration killed Qasem Soleimani, a top Iranian military commander, igniting fears of war in Iran. Trump vetoed the 2020 resolution -- but Kaine credited its passage by the Senate and the House with helping to convince Trump not to escalate the situation.
"He vetoed the 2020 one, but then he backed off," Kaine said.
Seven Republicans who voted for the 2020 resolution are still in Congress -- but it's not clear how many would support Kaine's resolution this time around. A spokesperson for one of them, Sen. Todd Young (Indiana), said Young planned to review it. Another one, Sen. Jerry Moran (Kansas), did not rule it out.
"If it reflects what the Constitution requires, I think it would be something that everyone should vote for," Moran said.
Momentum is also building in the House for Congress to authorize any use of force in the Middle East, although Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) has blocked earlier efforts this year to force votes to assert Congress's authority.
Massie this week introduced a companion resolution with 15 House Democrats, giving the measure bipartisan bona fides. Two House Republicans who voted for the 2020 resolution, Reps. Morgan Griffith (Virginia) and David Schweikert (Arizona), are still  in the House, but haven't said whether they will support this one.
In the Senate, Republicans have a 53-47 majority. Four Republicans would need to vote for Kaine's resolution for it to pass if every Democrat -- along with Sens. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) and Angus King (I-Maine) -- supports it.
But it's not clear that every Democrat will back Kaine's resolution.
Asked Wednesday if he would support Kaine's resolution or another similar bill introduced by Sanders and seven Senate Democrats, Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) did not answer directly.
"Senate Democrats, if necessary, will not hesitate to assert our prerogatives and our ability on this bill," Schumer said.
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (New Hampshire), the top Democrat on the Foreign Relations Committee, said she was inclined to back Kaine's resolution. Sen. Jack Reed (Rhode Island), the top Democrat on the Armed Services Committee, and Warner said they were still reviewing it.
Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pennsylvania), an outspoken supporter of Israel, said he was not concerned the U.S. would get dragged into a war if Trump struck Iran.
"We're just destroying their nuclear capabilities," Fetterman told reporters. "I think that's entirely appropriate."
Some Republicans -- including Sen. Rand Paul (Kentucky) -- have raised concerns about the administration striking Iran, but most of them continued to defer to Trump as he deals with a rapidly changing situation. The Trump administration had been engaged in high-stakes nuclear negotiations with Iran when Israel attacked the country last week, killing several top military commanders and striking its Natanz nuclear facility.
In a speech on the Senate floor Tuesday evening, Kaine said he introduced the resolution because he was determined to do so to prevent a replay of the Iraq War. "I told myself when I came to the Senate that if I ever had the chance to stop this nation from getting into an unnecessary war, I would do everything I could," he said.
Sen. Ruben Gallego (D-Arizona), a Marine veteran who served in Iraq, said he planned to vote for Kaine's resolution, informed by what he described as the mistakes of previous administrations.
"The president has not given us any information, any intelligence," Gallego said. "He hasn't briefed us about what is the reasoning and why we need to be engaging in direct conflict with Iran. He hasn't given us an exit plan once it gets started. And until he does that, I'm not going to be supporting any move in that direction."
Abigail Hauslohner and Mariana Alfaro contributed to this report.
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SAMHSA has fought drug and mental health crises. Now it's in crisis.
Staff and budget cuts will result in fewer services for people fighting mental illness and addiction, including Narcan distribution. 
By Elana Gordon, David Ovalle | 2025-06-19

Rep. Becca Balint (D-Vermont) hugs Jennifer Randal-Thorpe after a news conference on June 11 in support of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration on Capitol Hill. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


The small federal agency tasked with easing the nation's profound struggles with mental illness and drug addiction is in crisis itself: Hundreds of employees have left its staff of about 900, and its budget would be slashed as part of President Donald Trump's proposed overhaul of the nation's health apparatus.
The reshaping of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, or SAMHSA, is already hampering public health efforts in communities big and small.
In California, a regional summit for Indigenous youth aimed at preventing suicide and drug addiction was canceled after a pandemic-era SAMHSA grant was axed. In Bismarck, North Dakota, the abrupt demise of $115,000 in SAMHSA grants stymied plans to build a desperately needed mental health crisis center, probably delaying the project.
And if Trump's proposed budget passes as envisioned, Bismarck-Burleigh Public Health said it may need to scale back purchases of Narcan, a naloxone nasal spray that reverses opioid overdoses. That could mean fewer overdose kits for Ministry on the Margins, which receives them free from the health agency.
The Christian nonprofit distributes them on the streets and at the group's all-night coffee house, which serves as a shelter of sorts for people who lack housing in the state's capital.
"You've got to get the Narcan out there," said Kathleen Atkinson, the ministry's executive director. "It's lifesaving."

Raquel Richter, Cathy Paczewski and Beth Hale share resources with an unhoused man in a park in Bismarck, North Dakota, on June 11. (Tyrel Iron Eyes/For the Washington Post)


Those cuts offer a preview of how proposed changes at SAMHSA -- which include hundreds of millions of dollars in funding reductions and a move to a new health agency -- could hurt the government's already challenging work against mental illness and addiction, public health experts warn.
Despite sharp declines in overdose deaths, estimates of the number of people killed by drugs in the United States still exceeded a staggering 80,000 in 2024. And nearly a quarter of all U.S. adults have recently experienced mental illness, with the largest percentage among young adults, according to the 2023 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, an annual federal survey.
Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., whose sprawling department includes SAMHSA, has insisted that tackling addiction and mental health remains a priority as programs are consolidated for efficiency. "These issues now rival chronic disease and their impact," he said last month during a House Appropriations Committee budget hearing.
SAMHSA's future is complicated by other factors in Washington. Republicans hashing out Trump's signature domestic policy bill have targeted cuts to Medicaid, which pays for mental health and addiction treatment for millions of people. SAMHSA grants help pay for treatment for people without Medicaid or other insurance.
"Even if you doubled the SAMHSA budget, it would never account for what you're going to lose by the kinds of cuts we're seeing proposed in Medicaid," said Richard G. Frank, director of the Center on Health Policy at the Brookings Institution.
This month, the House overwhelmingly passed a bill to renew 2018 legislation that authorized a slew of grants aimed at recovery, treatment and prevention programs. Yet, Democrats have pointed out, Trump's proposed budget would eliminate some programs currently funded by SAMHSA.
"If Republicans really support these programs, they should be opposing the president's budget, which lays out plans to cut the very programs they claim to care about," Rep. Frank Pallone Jr. (New Jersey), the ranking Democrat on the House Energy and Commerce Committee, said on the House floor on June 4.

Rep. Frank Pallone Jr. (D-New Jersey) departs a House Rules Committee meeting on the budget bill at the Capitol on May 21. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


Established by Congress in 1992, SAMHSA supports  treatment and prevention programs for substance use and mental health. It serves as a clearinghouse for resources, best practices and training for the public, first responders and medical providers. The agency also funds the 988 national hotline for people grappling with mental health, suicide and drug-use-related problems.
SAMHSA's staff  is small compared with other HHS agencies such as the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services and the Food and Drug Administration. By 2024, in the wake of an opioid crisis exacerbated by the pandemic, the agency's budget had grown to $7.4 billion -- much of it earmarked for grants to states.
The agency serves as "the backbone of behavioral health," said Rachel P. Winograd, an associate professor of psychology at the University of Missouri at St. Louis and director of the addiction science team within the Missouri Institute of Mental Health.
As part a sweeping restructuring plan, the administration has said that SAMHSA and four other agencies would be folded into a new Administration for a Healthy America, or AHA.
Between layoffs and departures, SAMHSA's staff has been reduced by hundreds, perhaps as much as half its staffers, according to an ongoing lawsuit filed by 20 state attorneys general seeking to block the administration's cuts to HHS.
The agency did not respond when asked how many staffers remain at SAMHSA. HHS's 10 regional offices -- which include SAMHSA offices that help organizations and local health agencies navigate the maze of federal grant bureaucracy -- have been consolidated into four.

The Health and Human Services building in downtown Washington. (Robb Hill/for The Washington Post)


Crucial SAMHSA research is also in peril, former employees warned. This month, the agency stopped updating the Drug Abuse Warning Network, a nationwide surveillance system of drug use trends and insights drawn from emergency department visits. And there is no longer staff dedicated to the National Survey on Drug Use and Health, the nation's primary source for understanding drug trends and behaviors.
A SAMHSA spokesperson said the survey will continue in compliance with federal law. But the former agency official who oversaw survey collection -- who was laid off in April -- said she worries that contractors will lack sufficient oversight. "I don't know what kind of trust the public can put in the kind of data that's coming out right now when the experts overseeing the data systems" were fired, said Jennifer Hoenig, former director of SAMHSA's office of population surveys.
Across the country, communities are grappling with an expected loss of more than $1 billion in SAMHSA grants tied to pandemic relief. A SAMHSA spokesperson said the agency would no longer waste money "responding to a nonexistent pandemic that Americans moved on from years ago."
Among those affected is Life Connections Peer Recovery Services in rural southeast Iowa. It runs a respite center called Rhonda's House, where people experiencing psychiatric distress can stay for as long as a week. Director Todd Noack said that amid the budget turmoil, he's had to let go of two of 12 staff members and shutter some services on weekends.
Separately, Trump's proposed budget envisions cutting more than $1 billion from SAMHSA's budget in the fiscal year that starts in October. That includes certain grants aimed at improving childhood mental health, preventing homelessness, addressing cases of HIV among minorities, and educating youth about alcohol abuse.

Narcan nasal spray, gloves and a CPR mask are included in the first-aid kit for opioid overdoses that Park View High School Principal Jason Jefferson keeps in his sling bag at all times when patrolling his school in Sterling, Virginia. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


The budget would consolidate three mammoth grant pools to states for opioid response, substance use prevention and treatment, and community mental health services. That total would amount to $4.1 billion, half a billion less than in the previous budget, according to Regina LaBelle, a professor of addiction policy and practice at Georgetown University and a former White House drug policy official.
How that would affect states that have long relied on those grants remains unclear. Some local and state health agencies say they are bracing for at least modest cuts.
In Michigan, state health officials told The Post they may cover shortfalls in those grants by dipping into opioid settlement funds they originally planned to spend on long-term investments such as transitional housing for homeless people recovering from psychiatric and addiction woes.
In Los Angeles County, the public health department uses part of an annual $61 million SAMHSA grant to fund drug prevention programs in schools and communities, and programs for youth at parks and libraries. Those efforts may now be at risk, said Gary Tsai, who heads the county's substance use services office.
"Now is not the time to divest from overdose prevention and substance use services," Tsai said. "If we care about public health and the overdose crisis, this is a move that is potentially devastating."

Raquel Richter leaves a hygiene pack and resource brochure on the windshield of a damaged vehicle in Bismarck, on June 11. (Tyrel Iron Eyes/For the Washington Post)


In North Dakota, the state health department told Bismarck-Burleigh Public Health Director Renae Moch to prepare for 10 percent cuts in opioid response money, she said. If that comes to pass, Moch said, she'll probably buy fewer Narcan kits, forcing her to choose who gets the supplies -- first responders or community groups such as Ministry on the Margins.
For now, the agency's biggest challenge is replacing the $115,000 in covid-era grants that were meant to develop a comprehensive plan for a "community triage center." It is envisioned as a place where people grappling with psychiatric crisis, addiction or homelessness can receive care and stabilization -- and avoid visits to jails or emergency rooms that strain public resources.
In March, the health agency was set to announce to the city commission its selection for the grant -- until Moch received a phone call less than an hour beforehand, informing her that the funding had been yanked.
"I had to go to the city commission and basically pull that item from the agenda, and that's put our planning efforts on hold until I can identify an additional funding source," Moch said.
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Trump gave Iran an ultimatum but has made no final decision on war
The president told reporters at the White House on Wednesday that Iranian officials are eager to negotiate but that it may be too late.
By Natalie Allison, Michael Birnbaum | 2025-06-19

President Donald Trump told reporters on June 18 he hasn't decided whether to strike Iran's nuclear facilities.


President Donald Trump delivered an "ultimate ultimatum" to Iranian leaders to dismantle their nuclear program, he told reporters on Wednesday. But he said he has not made a final decision about whether to strike Iran and draw Washington into a new conflict in the Middle East.
Standing on the South Lawn of the White House, Trump was coy about his plans for a potential war with Iran. He said that "the next week is going to be big" and maintained that Iranian officials are eager to negotiate, but he explained that after Iranians reached out to him, he warned them that "it's very late to be talking."
"Will you strike the Iranian nuclear component, and what time exactly, sir?" Trump replied mockingly when asked whether he was moving toward ordering U.S. forces to bomb Iran, adding that he couldn't seriously answer the question.
In fact, Trump had already reviewed potential plans to attack Iran, an official with knowledge of the situation told The Washington Post. Like others, they spoke on the condition of anonymity to talk frankly about internal discussions.
Trump's musings on the momentous decision of whether to draw the United States into war came against a less consequential backdrop: the installation of an 88-foot flagpole on the South Lawn, which Trump described as his gift to the nation. After fielding a question on Iran, Trump turned toward a group of men in neon yellow T-shirts and hard hats who were there to install one of two flagpoles he had commissioned.
"Sir, would you strike it?" Trump quipped to the workers as he mocked the question. "Would you please inform us so we can be there and watch?"
The president, wearing a white "Make America Great Again" ball cap in 80 percent Washington humidity, then addressed reporters again.
"You don't know that I'm going to even do it," Trump said, the flagpole lying on the ground behind him. "I may do it, I may not do it. I mean, nobody knows what I'm going to do. I can tell you this, that Iran's got a lot of trouble, and they want to negotiate."
The impromptu outdoor news conference, which Trump called ostensibly to show off the property's new hardware, came at a potential  inflection point in his presidency. He campaigned on a promise of ending wars, not starting them, and he spent the first months of his presidency seeking a diplomatic path toward limiting Iran's nuclear program.
But Iran has shown no interest in voluntarily reducing its nuclear capability, Trump said. And conditions have made the prospects of a successful attack on its nuclear facilities better than they have been in decades: After more than 20 months of war in Gaza and major strikes against Hezbollah and Iran itself, Israel has degraded Tehran's defenses and regional proxies,  leaving Iran at what is probably its weakest in generations.
Asked by The Post whether he had issued an ultimatum to Iran, Trump pouted his lips and thought for a moment.
"You could say so. They know what's happened," Trump said. "Maybe you could call it the ultimate -- the ultimate ultimatum, right?"
He declined to elaborate later on what that warning consisted of. "Look, I don't want to say," Trump replied. "I mean, give me a break."
Later,  in the Oval Office, the president said his deliberations over whether to strike Iran began with the most recent exchange of missile attacks between Iran and Israel, which he described as "devastating" from the first night.
Trump left the door open to going either direction, saying that he had not yet made up his mind and that he likes to "make the final decision one second before it's due."
"Because things change," Trump said. "Especially with war."
Israeli leaders have vowed to push as hard as they can at Iran's nuclear program, with or without U.S. involvement. But they are still dependent on Washington for the most powerful bombs and long-range capabilities that stand a chance of destroying Iran's most protected facilities, which are buried deep underground -- and underneath mountains.
One person familiar with Trump's habits in recent days said that he has consulted with a wide array of advisers, calling up not just Cabinet secretaries but also right-wing media hosts such as Mark Levin to collect arguments for and against taking military action.
The president unspooled a string of comments as he stood outside alongside gathered reporters, responding to questions about Israel and Iran while alternately narrating the flagpole installation. He declared his love for construction, urged the business-attired crowd to step off the grass so as not to ruin their shoes and explained that's why he's paving over the Rose Garden -- to protect visitors' shoes.
In between questions on Iran, he bragged about how the rope for raising the flag ran inside the pole -- a rare feature, he said -- and how using sand, not dirt, to fill it would keep the pole from rotting. ("Sand, for some reason, chemically, just works," he said.)
"It's such a beautiful pole," the president said, remarking it was taller than the one at Mar-a-Lago. "This is about the largest you'll ever see."
He estimated that each flagpole cost him about $50,000.
Later, Trump remarked, "We're going to do a flower bed around it, a beautiful flower bed."
Turning back to the Middle East, Trump mused aloud about why Iran didn't negotiate with him earlier.
"Why didn't you negotiate with me two weeks ago? You could have done fine. You would have had a country," Trump said. "It's very sad to watch this. I mean, I've never seen anything like it."
Trump also said Iranian officials had contacted him and expressed a desire to meet at the White House, which he said was "courageous" but "it's, like, not easy for them to do."
High-level meetings between Iranians and administration officials in Washington would break precedent, given that the U.S. has not recognized Iran diplomatically since the Iranian revolution 45 years ago. But the idea would match some of the president's first-term enthusiasm for unusual and high-stakes diplomatic encounters, including his unrealized proposal to host the Taliban at Camp David and his repeated meetings with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.
"I may do that," he said Wednesday about an Iranian visit to the White House.
He later said that he was headed into the Situation Room on Wednesday afternoon to further consider his options regarding Iran. It's unclear how long the meeting lasted.
Trump also told reporters that he spoke to Russian President Vladimir Putin on Monday night and that Putin "actually offered to help mediate" the conflict between Iran and Israel.
"I said, 'Do me a favor, mediate your own. Let's mediate Russia first, okay?'" Trump recalled, referring to the war between Russia and Ukraine that Trump has also promised to help end.
"I said, 'Vladimir, let's mediate Russia first. You can worry about this later.'"
The possibility of a U.S. attack on Iran came up on Capitol Hill, where Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said in Senate testimony that the Pentagon had made preparations for what would happen after strikes on nuclear facilities.
But Hegseth was tight-lipped about the administration's intentions at the hearing and in a classified meeting with senators that followed, senators said.
"I don't know if it's because he doesn't have the information, or if he just doesn't want to share it," Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Arizona) said in an interview.
Some foreign diplomats said they were still holding out hope for a diplomatic solution. Norwegian Foreign Minister Espen Barth Eide met Wednesday in Washington with Secretary of State Marco Rubio and said afterward that he believed the Trump administration had not locked itself into joining the attack.
"I welcome the fact that President Trump has been publicly saying he would like such a deal" to restrict Iran from building a nuclear weapon, Barth Eide said in an interview. "That is probably a more durable outcome. If the Iranian regime continues and you have bombed many facilities, you clearly set them back, but they can rebuild ... maybe deeper down, maybe in hiding."
Trump told reporters that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had been "treated very unfairly," and the president said that his own patience with Iran had "already run out."
He declined to tip his hand, however, on how much he is leaning toward directly attacking Iran. "Nothing's finished until it's finished," Trump said. "You know, war is very complex. A lot of bad things can happen. A lot of turns are made.
"So I don't know," he continued. "I wouldn't say that we won anything yet. I would say that we sure as hell made a lot of progress."
Karen DeYoung and Abigail Hauslohner contributed to this report.
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Trump is as unpredictable as ever, even when faced with war
The unpredictable president is as unpredictable as ever as he weighs a military attack against Iran. 
By Matt Viser | 2025-06-18

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters while a flag pole is raised on the South Lawn of the White House on Wednesday in Washington D.C. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Does he want to be a wartime president, or the broker of peace? Can he convince his MAGA base that going to war with Iran isn't the kind of Middle Eastern entanglement he has spent more than a decade warning against? Is the moment for diplomacy over, or are the Iranians coming to the White House?
He himself doesn't seem to yet know.
"You don't seriously think I'm going to answer that question," President Donald Trump said, when asked Wednesday morning if he had made a decision on U.S. strikes in Iran. "You don't know that I'm going to even do it. You know, I may do it. I may not do it. I mean, nobody knows what I'm going to do."
It was the unpredictable president, once again, being unpredictable. It is still unclear whether his vague but muscular warnings are laying the groundwork for a military attack or something more strategically complex, part of a diplomatic gambit to steer a foreign adversary into a deal favorable to him and not to them.
He said Iran had gotten itself into trouble and now wants to negotiate, even offering to come meet him at the White House.
"Why didn't you negotiate with me two weeks ago? You could have done fine," he said. "You would have had a country. It's very sad to watch this. I mean, I've never -- I've never seen anything like it."
Later in the day, he said that the Iranian regime could fall ("Anything could happen") and that he would be holding a meeting in the "War Room" ("Situation Room, as some people call it"). But asked to clarify his thinking, he refused to be pinned down.
"I have ideas as to what to do," he said. "But I haven't made a final -- I like to make the final decision one second before it's due, you know, because things change. I mean, especially with war, things change with war. It can go from one extreme to the other. War is very bad."
The past week has been a dizzying display as Trump has navigated how to handle what could be one of the most consequential decisions of his presidency. For months he had urged Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to avoid doing anything to disrupt the attempt at diplomacy with Iran. But Trump grew frustrated with the pace of negotiations -- and Netanyahu moved forward last week with military strikes that the president praised for their effectiveness.
"His handling of this crisis is the same as his presidency: This really is a presidency more than an administration. It's dominated by the president, and policy comes from the top down rather than percolate up from the bottom," said Richard Haass, a veteran diplomat and president emeritus of the Council on Foreign Relations.
"And this reinforces the sense of an extraordinarily forceful and powerful president," he added. "But with one odd caveat, that it's also an inconsistent one ... the policies change constantly. There's an improvisational quality, and that is part of the difficulty of being an adversary, an ally, a journalist -- to be a citizen."
White House officials have largely declined to elaborate on Trump's decision-making process. He decided to return early from the Group of Seven summit in Canada to monitor the situation and hold meetings in person -- although some have suggested that he had accomplished what he wanted to at the summit and had, as he has previously, grown tired of the meetings and felt his time was better spent elsewhere.
Administration officials have said that his ultimate goal has remained to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon -- and they have pointed to his long history of making such claims -- but it has not been certain whether he views the best course as a military one or a diplomatic one.
Still, the president has made it increasingly clear in public comments Wednesday that he is weighing potential action.
Any American military engagement in Iran would be a departure from Trump's campaign rhetoric and his actions during the first few months of his administration, when he repeatedly talked about being a peacemaker.
"We will quickly restore stability in the Middle East, and we will return the world to peace," he said during a campaign event in September.
His advisers now emphasize that ensuring that Iran does not have access to a nuclear weapon is the only pathway toward long-term stability in the region. But the lesson from many past presidents has been that involvement in conflicts in the Middle East can become like kudzu, quickly growing into an all-consuming problem.
During his 2016 presidential campaign, Trump often invoked the Middle East as a lesson of misadventures in American foreign policy.
He called the original deal with Iran on curbing its nuclear ambitions "a disgrace and an embarrassment."
And he frequently spoke out about military involvement in Iraq as a way to ridicule his Democratic opponent, Hillary Clinton (even though he had previously supported the war efforts).
"I said it, and I said it loud and clear, 'You'll destabilize the Middle East,'" he said in a Republican primary debate in 2016. "That's exactly what happened."
Another lesson that has been front and center for Trump is a 2012 threat that President Barack Obama made toward Syria, saying that if the country used chemical weapons, it would be crossing a "red line" that would trigger an American military response. When, a year later, Bashar al-Assad used sarin gas to kill more than 1,400 people, Obama struggled with a swift response before Syria said it would give up its chemical weapons program.
That decision was criticized even by close Obama allies, and Trump has pointed toward the empty threat as having a broader impact, emboldening other countries and diminishing the power of threats from the United States.
"That red line in the sand from President Obama, that was just absolutely, it just didn't matter. It was just words," he said during a rally in August 2021.
Trump has also pointed toward his own decision to authorize strikes in Syria in 2017 in an operation that launched 59 cruise missiles at a Syrian military airfield in retaliation for a chemical attack that killed Syrian citizens.
"Everyone in the world knew not to mess around with America. They knew that," he said. "They understood our power and that I would not hesitate to use it in defense of our citizens."
That could make it harder for him to come down from the escalating threats about Iran. On his social media feed on Tuesday, he demanded "UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER" from Tehran, without detailing what that would mean. He has also described the supreme leader as an "easy target."
"If he wants a diplomatic outcome, I don't think his posting on social media is helping," Haass said. "The call for unconditional surrender makes it more difficult for them to accept any proposal we would put forward."
"I would basically let the Israeli military actions and all this talk about a U.S. military move speak for themselves," he added. "And then I would have a serious effort putting forward a very demanding proposal to the Iranians, essentially to denuclearize them."
Trump on Wednesday still seemed to be toying with the idea of a deal, complimenting Iranians for their "courageous" offer to come meet him at the White House. Asked if he had given them an ultimatum, he said, "You could say so. Maybe you could call it the ultimate ultimatum."
"Nothing's finished until it's finished. You know, war is very complex," he added. "A lot of bad things can happen. A lot of turns are made. So I don't know. I wouldn't say that we won anything yet. I would say that we sure as hell made a lot of progress. We'll see.
"And the next week is going to be very big, maybe less than a week, maybe less."
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Hegseth clashes with Democrats on Capitol Hill as Trump weighs striking Iran
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term in the White House and the Republican-led Congress.
By Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Tobi Raji, Marie Rose Sheinerman, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Matt Viser, Hannah Natanson, Adam Taylor, Natalie Allison, Michael Birnbaum, Andrew Ackerman, Jeff Stein, Paige Winfield Cunningham, Julie Weil, Dan Lamothe, Abigail Hauslohner, Meryl Kornfield, Evan Halper, Leo Sands, Maeve Reston, Dan Merica, Matthew Choi, Hannah Knowles, Dylan Wells, Lauren Kaori Gurley, Claire Parker, Karen DeYoung | 2025-06-18
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth testified on Capitol Hill on Wednesday as President Donald Trump weighed joining Israel in strikes on Iran. Besides deflecting questions on Trump's plans, Hegseth clashed with Democrats on the Senate Armed Services Committee over issues including renaming military bases and deploying troops to U.S. cities to tamp down protests. Trump later attended a swearing-in ceremony for Charles Kushner as ambassador to France. Kushner, whom Trump pardoned in 2020, is the father of Trump's son-in-law, Jared Kushner. Trump also made two appearances outside the White House on Wednesday to mark the arrival of two new flagpoles.
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'I'm just so scared': Lawmakers reckon with safety after Minnesota slayings
Safety concerns are already prompting lawmakers to change the way they live, especially in places like Minnesota, which has a civic culture that promotes close contact with constituents.
By Patrick Marley, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Holly Bailey, Kyle Melnick | 2025-06-18

Minnesota state Rep. Ethan Cha (D) takes a bouquet of flowers to the desk of the late Melissa Hortman, a former Democratic House speaker, in the House chamber of the state Capitol on Wednesday. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


ST. PAUL, Minn. -- Minnesota lawmakers, terrified by predawn attacks on two of their own, turned to each other on a group text for comfort. A colleague had been killed and another had been shot, and the accused gunman was still on the loose. The 20 Democrats grieved and shared prayers -- and began exchanging safety tips as they learned some of them were on the suspect's list of targets.
"I'm hunkered down," one wrote Saturday morning after learning that authorities said the suspect had assembled a list of dozens of Democratic targets across the Midwest. "Will stay put. But I feel so sick."
The suspect was caught and charged a day later, but the legislators' fears did not end. State lawmakers -- who tend to be far more accessible than their federal counterparts -- are weighing new safety precautions and considering whether they should erect new barriers with voters to protect themselves from the public. They see changes as inevitable, but some fear they could chip away at their ability to connect with their communities and hear directly from the citizens they represent.
In the group chat, obtained by The Washington Post under the condition that the names of the senders would not be published, the lawmakers told each other what they were hearing from police. One texted about their friend being in heaven. Another wrote that Sunday Communion was being brought to her. Others offered birthday messages to a colleague who was holed up in her apartment. They began scrubbing their home addresses from publicly available websites.
The arrest Sunday of Vance Boelter brought some relief but left room for new worries. Prosecutors alleged Boelter had shown up at two other legislators' homes as he stalked the suburbs of the Twin Cities, driving an SUV loaded with weapons and outfitted to look like a police car.
"It just makes us all feel so much more vulnerable," said Sen. Sandra Pappas (D), who has served in the legislature for four decades.
State legislators don't draw as much attention as members of Congress even though they often pass consequential laws. In Minnesota and across the nation, they rely on frequent in-person contact to represent their constituents and secure the support they need to stay in office. They hold neighborhood meetings and shop and eat in the towns they represent. They campaign door-to-door and take questions from voters when they bump into them at churches or high school basketball games.
In Minnesota, lawmakers took action as soon as they learned of the attacks. Pappas removed her home address from her campaign website over the weekend and may remove her cellphone number from business cards she has freely handed out for years. Minnesota's secretary of state is pondering changes to the availability of online records that list lawmakers' home addresses. Some legislators are pushing for more security at the state Capitol and tougher penalties for threatening public officials.
But even modest changes can create more distance between lawmakers and constituents. Minnesotans pride themselves on a tradition -- sometimes exaggerated but real -- of polite and up-close civic engagement. Modifications here and elsewhere could reshape how many Americans view their democracy.
"This is going to change the landscape for elected officials across the nation," said Minnesota state Rep. Ethan Cha (D).
Political violence has shaken American democracy in recent years. In 2021, a mob threatening to hang Vice President Mike Pence stormed the U.S. Capitol. A man broke into the home of Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-California) in 2022 and attacked her husband with a hammer. One man tried to assassinate Donald Trump last year as he campaigned. Another was apprehended after authorities said he pointed a rifle toward a golf course where Trump was playing. An arsonist in April firebombed the home of Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D).
Threats to state lawmakers have drawn less attention but are common. In a 2023 Brennan Center survey of 354 state legislators from around the country, 43 percent said they had faced threats. The target list police recovered in Boelter's SUV included the names of dozens of abortion rights proponents and state legislators from Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa and elsewhere, according to the authorities.

Minnesota state Sen. Sandy Pappas (D) has served in the legislature for four decades. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


State legislators are arguably more vulnerable than federal officials, governors and big-city mayors, who have larger staffs and, often, security details.
State legislators visit voters on their doorsteps, which Cha sees as the best way to connect with them. But as threats grow, he fears legislators and candidates will lose their resolve to campaign this way.
"Anybody who thinks about running for public office is going to have to have a lot of courage," he said.
Security changes in Minnesota are likely, said Ken Martin, who served as the chairman of the state's Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party for 14 years before becoming chairman of the Democratic National Committee this year.
"I hope that it doesn't change one thing, which is the openness of our government, the idea that people have access, the idea that people still have their voices heard," he said.
Two Minnesota lawmakers, who spoke on the condition of anonymity for security reasons, said they probably will not participate in parades this month that they were scheduled to attend, and officials at all levels across the country in recent years are more carefully vetting public appearances and stepping up security precautions. Some have outfitted their homes with sophisticated alarm systems and cameras. Others have asked their neighbors to watch for suspicious people.
One official in another state, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss security precautions, bought a home in the name of a trust so the address could not be traced to them. Arizona last year expanded a program intended to reduce the likelihood that anything violent happens when harassers make false reports that send dozens of officers to the homes of elected officials.
State lawmakers spend most of their time in their communities without staff and at any moment can encounter voters who are angry with stances they have taken. Their addresses and personal information are easy to find online. 
"It's really hard to hide from people," said Justin Smith, a retired sheriff of Larimer County, Colorado, who specializes in safety for public officials.
Some lawmakers are trying. Minnesota state Sen. Mary Kunesh (D) scoured the internet after the shootings to see how much of her personal information was online. She removed her home address from as many websites as she could, she said, and she signed up for a service that specializes in removing personal information from online data broker sites.
"We're just looking to obliterate any information about us," she said.

A photo of Melissa Hortman, the Democratic lawmaker who was killed Saturday, and Chief Clerk Patrick Duffy Murphy sits on Murphy's desk Tuesday in St. Paul, Minnesota. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Minnesota Secretary of State Steve Simon (D) limited electronic access to public records containing personal details of many elected officials, such as candidate paperwork, while the suspect was at large. He is evaluating what records to maintain online.
"With certain exceptions, that information is public information," Simon said. "But public doesn't necessarily mean we have to put it on the website."
The political climate in Minnesota has grown more tumultuous in recent years, just as it has across the country. The 2020 police killing of George Floyd sparked protests across the Twin Cities, including outside the homes of elected officials. Those tensions from the left collided with conservative anger over the state's handling of the coronavirus pandemic, which led to demonstrations on the steps of the state Capitol and outside the governor's mansion. Some protesters carried military-style rifles.
Days before the 2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol, the FBI's Minneapolis field office issued a memo warning about potential violence at state Capitol buildings. It warned that "a few Minnesota-based followers" of the far-right extremist Boogaloo movement had surveilled the state Capitol and observed law enforcement there during a previous demonstration. The group identified police tactics and police sniper locations and discussed how members might disguise themselves as law enforcement, according to the memo.
Even before then, Minnesota lawmakers had concerns about the potential for violence. Among them was Melissa Hortman, the Democratic lawmaker who was killed Saturday. For a time, she served as speaker of the Minnesota House while Republicans controlled the state Senate.
"We talked a lot about death threats we were both receiving and how it seemed to be on the rise," said Paul Gazelka, a Republican who was the majority leader of the state Senate during that period.
Hortman, he said, was worried about the increasingly ugly tone of the discourse and its effects on lawmakers from both parties. Social media fueled much of the animosity, and after covid, misinformation revved fringe behavior into overdrive, he said. "The things they would say they would never say to anyone's face," he said.
In the days since the shootings, visitors have strolled the halls of the Minnesota Capitol to take in its beauty and pay tribute to Hortman at a memorial overflowing with floral bouquets. Uniformed officers have patrolled the halls, as they long have.
To enter, visitors breeze in without passing through metal detectors. The lack of screening worries some lawmakers, who note it's required for visits to the U.S. Capitol and many other state Capitols.

Minnesota state Rep. Esther Agbaje (D). (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


"Minnesotans have a nostalgia for a way of life that doesn't exist anymore," said state Rep. Esther Agbaje (D). "I like that about us, that we think life is still really simple, but I think sometimes we do need to just face the reality that we are living in a more complex and complicated world."
State Sen. Erin Maye Quade (D) has long pushed to ban guns from the state Capitol, where members of the public can peer down on legislators from an elevated viewing gallery. State law allows those with permits to carry handguns in the building.
"You can't have signs in the gallery, but you can have guns," Maye Quade said. "That just has never made sense to me. We shouldn't be taking votes standing beneath people with guns."
State Sen. Steve Cwodzinski (D) said he was horrified when he learned about Saturday's attacks but after hearing from law enforcement, he feels safer than he ever has in his nine years as a lawmaker. Police have stayed in constant contact, and Cwodzinski takes comfort knowing Boelter is in custody.
Cwodzinski, who taught American government for 33 years, would like to campaign door-to-door the way he always has, but he's not sure that's possible.
"Maybe it's naivete on my part, but I still have so much faith in my species that the good people outweigh the bad," he said.

Minnesota state Sen. Heather Gustafson (D). (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


State Sen. Heather Gustafson has long dealt with threats. She suspected she was being followed in 2023 as she and other Democratic lawmakers worked to secure abortion rights. Critics showed up with protest signs at her church, driving her from her place of worship. An angry voter wrote in an online forum that she should be dismembered, she said.
Like officeholders across the nation, Gustafson became accustomed to the hostile, fear-inducing terrain of American politics in the 21st century. But any sense of security or normalcy was shattered Saturday.
"I don't know what to do next," Gustafson said. "I'm just so scared. My kids are scared -- they're so scared."
There are few signs the threats will abate. After the slayings, Gustafson said, a constituent left her a voicemail telling her to watch her back.
Daniel Wu, Dan Merica, Theodoric Meyer, Betty Chavarria, Tyler Remmel, Alice Crites, Aaron Schaffer and Razzan Nakhlawi in Washington contributed to this report.
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Va. Democratic lineup set, with Hashmi declared winner of lt. governor race
The lineups for both parties present a stunningly diverse crop of candidates who highlight the changing nature of Virginia, the old capital of the Confederacy.
By Laura Vozzella, Gregory S. Schneider | 2025-06-18

Virginia state Sen. Ghazala F. Hashmi, left, greets voters at a polling place in Richmond on Tuesday. (Maxwell Posner/For The Washington Post)


RICHMOND -- Virginia state Sen. Ghazala F. Hashmi of Richmond won a six-way Democratic primary for lieutenant governor, according to election results projected by the Associated Press, completing the party's lineup of nominees for November statewide elections in which Republicans and Democrats alike have a chance to make history.
The AP called the race -- a nail-biter with Hashmi's closest rival, former Richmond mayor Levar Stoney -- Wednesday morning.
Hashmi, 60, an Indian immigrant and former literature professor and community college administrator, would become Virginia's first statewide officeholder who is Muslim or South Asian if elected in November. She faces Republican John Reid, who would be the state's first openly gay statewide elected official if he wins.
In a close, two-way primary for attorney general, Democrats also nominated former Norfolk delegate Jerrauld C. "Jay" Jones to challenge incumbent Jason S. Miyares (R) in November, according to AP projections.
Tuesday's elections rounded out a Democratic ticket led by former congresswoman Abigail Spanberger, who had no primary challenger for governor. She will vie with Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears (R) to succeed term-limited Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R).
"I'm honored to stand alongside Abigail Spanberger, Jay Jones, and our Democratic ticket to fight for the future of this Commonwealth," Hashmi said in a victory statement Tuesday night.
The lineups for both parties present a stunningly diverse crop of candidates who highlight the changing nature of Virginia, the old capital of the Confederacy that once introduced the nation to an anti-school integration movement known as "Massive Resistance."
Firsts are possible with every office on the statewide ballot: Jones would be the first African American to serve as attorney general in Virginia history, while incumbent Miyares is already the first Latino.
The Democratic National Committee issued a statement congratulating the party's three nominees, a sign of the national attention sure to be showered on the state's elections that will be seen as a referendum on President Donald Trump and Youngkin, who is already exploring a 2028 presidential bid. (This week, Iowa Republicans announced that Youngkin will be the featured guest at their annual Lincoln Dinner in July.)
"Virginians have already sent a message to the nation that voters are ready for change," DNC Chair Ken Martin said in the statement.
Reid came out swinging against Hashmi on Wednesday at a news conference outside Falling Creek Middle School in suburban Richmond, saying the Senate Education and Health Committee chairwoman had embraced "really divisive" K-12 education policies, such as opposing school vouchers and supporting transgender rights.
"The Democrats chose somebody who really does reflect the kind of radical leftist attitude that is a part of their party today," Reid said. "And I don't think that's where most Virginians are."
State Sen. Lamont Bagby (Henrico), Virginia's Democratic Party chair, responded with an email calling Reid "too extreme" for "supporting an abortion ban and attacking public schools to defending Donald Trump's reckless policies."
Reid addressed the conflict that has shaken the Republican ticket since April, when Youngkin urged Reid to step aside over racy social media posts that Reid says were not his. Reid stayed in the race, but his ticketmates have so far avoided joining him at any campaign events.
Reid acknowledged Wednesday that he has had no communication with Earle-Sears, who like Youngkin has declined to say if she will campaign with him.
"No, I haven't heard and I'm disappointed in that, but what am I supposed to do?" he said. "I have been doing two or three events every day in public. I'm talking about the mainstream, responsible positions that the Republican Party believes in, that I believe in. And as far as unity goes, we are unified on policy for the most part."
He said he recently exchanged text messages with Miyares, who initially ducked questions about whether he would appear with Reid and later told one reporter who asked, "Sure." No events have been announced. "I welcome Jason Miyares and Lieutenant Governor Sears by my side, whenever we can make that happen," Reid said.
At a campaign event at Richmond's storied Hippodrome Theater on Tuesday night, Earle-Sears mentioned Miyares but not Reid. Neither of her ticketmates attended.
"I invite independents and Democrats to come join me in our campaign because we believe in common sense, and we look for common ground with others so that we can all pursue the opportunities that lie ahead," she told hundreds gathered there.
Virginia House Speaker Don Scott (D-Portsmouth) used a celebratory news conference Wednesday to boast that Democrats are more united in their race for November, when all 100 seats in the House are also on the ballot.
"We have diversity with excellence, they have diversity with chaos, we have with diversity with unity, and they have diversity with disunity," Scott said. "We're going to work every single day between now and Election Day to make sure we win and ... send a message not only to the rest of the country but to the world that America's best days are still in front of us and not behind us."
Hashmi's closest rival, Stoney, congratulated her in a statement midmorning Wednesday.
"I ask all my supporters to rally behind Senator Hashmi and the entire Democratic ticket so we can continue the fight back against the Trump administration and complicit Republicans like Glenn Youngkin, Winsome Sears, and John Reid," Stoney said. A two-term mayor who initially intended to run for governor, Stoney narrowly lost the lieutenant governor nomination to Hashmi after the city of Richmond -- where he accumulated detractors during eight years of contentious leadership -- went heavily for the senator over him, according to unofficial results.
Reid admitted he was a little disappointed that he would not face Stoney, who has faced fresh criticism over his upkeep of Richmond's 100-year-old water treatment plant, which failed in January right after his term ended and left Richmond without water for nearly a week.
"Now I have three cases of bottled water with John Reid stickers on it that I was going to hand out to everybody in the city of Richmond today, had he been chosen," Reid said. "And now I'm going to have to figure out what to do with that."
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Federal employees celebrate their Oscar night under a shadow
The annual gala marking the Sammies awards for public service was a big night out for members of the federal workforce, which faces cutbacks and criticism under the Trump administration. 
By Meryl Kornfield | 2025-06-18

PBS anchor Judy Woodruff emcees the Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medals at the Johns Hopkins School of Government and Policy on Tuesday night. (Allison Shelley)


In a glittering counternarrative to the grim uncertainty about their careers, federal workers gathered Tuesday night dressed to the nines for an awards ceremony often referred to as the Oscars for government service.
The Partnership for Public Service's annual award ceremony -- the Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medals, nicknamed the Sammies -- had an air of polite defiance this year, honoring problem-solvers in government at a time when the Trump administration has gone after the bureaucracy and ridiculed federal workers.
The black-tie-optional affair felt like a throwback to a former Washington, when career bureaucrats were celebrated with valiant praise rather than cast as bogeymen of the deep state.
"It's a joyous moment at a difficult time, so we are going to focus on the joy," Partnership for Public Service President and CEO Max Stier said.
What in past years has been a regular, cheerful celebration was haunted by fears of job reductions and heightened political influence on federal workers.
Many of the night's honorees had faced staffing cuts at their agencies. They were not called up to the stage to give speeches, as has been the tradition, because the event's organizers were concerned about winners facing retaliation, even for talking about their accomplishments. Stier said the nonpartisan organization moved up the event, typically held in the fall, to June to "celebrate them when they need it."
In response to the award ceremony, White House spokesman Harrison Fields reiterated the administration's stance on continuing government cuts.
"President Trump was given a mandate by the American people to reduce the federal bureaucracy and streamline the government," Fields said. "The personal financial situation of every American is top of mind for the President, which is why he's working to cut regulations, reshore jobs, lower taxes, and make government more efficient."
Former treasury secretaries Timothy Geithner and Janet L. Yellen and former White House chiefs of staff Denis McDonough and Jeff Zients -- all Democrats -- introduced the honorees, a show of support from onetime political appointees at a time when President Donald Trump has sought to make it easier for their successors to fire and demote career employees. Joshua Bolten, who served as chief of staff to President George W. Bush, also made a short video appearance.
The biggest award of the night, federal employee of the year, went to David A. Lebryk, the former fiscal assistant secretary at the Treasury Department, who resigned in January after refusing requests from Elon Musk's U.S. DOGE Service team to access the government's payment system.

David A. Lebryk, the former fiscal assistant secretary at the Treasury Department, accepts his award Tuesday night. (Allison Shelley)


"All federal employees, including our honorees, have been affected by these disruptions," Stier said in the opening remarks for the ceremony. "Many have been outright fired or pressured into leaving, and even worse on the horizon."
Stier said one goal of the event was to lift spirits. In the soaring reception area of the renovated Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg Center, servers passed around lavish hors d'oeuvres and drinks flowed. Cheerful attendees posed for photos in their cocktail attire.
Inside the theater where the ceremony was held, organizers played flashy videos describing the best achievements by federal employees. A bluegrass band made up of National Institutes of Health researchers played an original song. The night's emcee, PBS anchor Judy Woodruff, compared the awardees to Denzel Washington and Meryl Streep ("or, for the hipper crowd," she said, Timothee Chalamet and Zendaya).
Many of the night's honorees had worked under multiple administrations, highlighting the nonpartisan nature of their work. And most remain in government today.
Recipients included the team that led the negotiations that lowered the price of 10 prescription drugs covered by Medicare Part D under President Joe Biden's Inflation Reduction Act. The Trump administration has largely maintained the popular program.
Others have led improvements to government services that Trump and Musk have heavily criticized. An IRS strategic adviser was recognized for her work to reduce call wait times by creating a system that helps the agency predict call volume trends and better staff call centers. A Treasury Department team was celebrated for preventing and recovering about $7 billion in fraud and improper payments last year.
At least one of the honorees works at an agency on its last legs: A Foreign Service engineering officer at the U.S. Agency for International Development was praised for her role in helping rebuild Ukraine's energy infrastructure amid Russian attacks by leading U.S. efforts to source equipment to repair the power grid.
Several researchers were honored for scientific developments, including an Energy Department scientist who led initiatives to extract rare-earth minerals from coal waste; a National Nuclear Security Administration computing team that helped launch the world's most powerful supercomputer, El Capitan; and a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention engineer who developed more heat-resistant gloves for firefighters.
Stier said it was important to highlight these stories at a time when distrust in bureaucracy is high.
Public trust in the federal government has declined over the past two decades except for a slight increase in 2023, polling has shown. Less than one-quarter of Americans say they trust the government in Washington to do what is right "just about always" (2 percent) or "most of the time" (21 percent), according to a Pew Research Center survey in May 2024.

Lebryk in his office at the Treasury Department in 2023. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Lebryk, who accepted his award at the end of the evening, grew teary-eyed as he described his "remarkable career" working closely with political appointees across administrations and through rare experiences, including visiting Fort Knox's gold depository ("I will point out to you that it really does exist," he said) and describing the many unsung federal employees working for the public good.
"The skills of civil servants will be needed," Lebryk said in an interview. "It's just a question of when that's recognized, but they are essential."
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Tennessee can ban gender transition care for minors, Supreme Court says
The court's decision allows the law in Tennessee and has implications for the 23 other states that have banned similar treatments in recent years.
By Ann Marimow, Casey Parks | 2025-06-18

Brian and Samantha Williams stand with their daughter, L.W., in their backyard in Nashville. They are among the plaintiffs in the case against Tennessee. (William DeShazer/For The Washington Post)


Tennessee can ban gender transition treatments for minors, a divided Supreme Court ruled Wednesday in a landmark decision on a polarizing issue the Trump administration has seized on as it targets transgender rights.
In one of the most high-profile cases of the term, the court voted 6-3 along ideological lines to uphold the state law that prohibits adolescents from using hormones and puberty blockers for gender transition.
The decision, authored by Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., has implications for more than 20 other states that have banned similar treatments as a growing -- but still small -- number of young people seek gender transition care. The ruling appears to leave opportunities for advocates to challenge other policies restricting access for transgender individuals to bathrooms, sports participation, military service and health care.
Roberts said Tennessee's law does not discriminate on the basis of sex and that courts must give elected officials wide discretion to pass legislation when there is scientific and policy debate about the safety of medical treatments in an evolving field. He acknowledged that "The voices in these debates raise sincere concerns; the implications for all are profound."
Having concluded the law, which applies only to minors, does not violate the Constitution, Roberts wrote, "We leave questions regarding its policy to the people, their elected representatives, and the democratic process."
The court's three liberal justices dissented from the majority's decision. Justice Sonia Sotomayor read a lengthy summary of her dissent from the bench, saying Tennessee's law banned lifesaving medical treatment and plainly discriminates.
"By retreating from meaningful judicial review exactly where it matters most, the Court abandons transgender children and their families to political whims," Sotomayor wrote, adding: "In sadness, I dissent."
The ruling is only the second time the Supreme Court has addressed transgender rights. In Bostock v. Clayton County in 2020, the court said an employer who fires a worker "merely for being gay or transgender" unlawfully discriminates "because of such individual's sex."
The transgender teens, their parents and a doctor who sued over the Tennessee law pointed to the Bostock ruling in asserting that the treatment ban was discriminatory. But the court's 6-3 decision Wednesday left for another day the question of whether the reasoning in Bostock applies outside of employment discrimination. The justices also have not yet grappled with looming legal questions about transgender athletes and access to bathrooms for transgender individuals.
In a statement, Tennessee Attorney General Jonathan Skrmetti praised the decision as a win for Tennessee voters and the lawmaking process.
"A bipartisan supermajority of Tennessee's elected representatives carefully considered the evidence and voted to protect kids from irreversible decisions they cannot yet fully understand," Skrmetti said.
ACLU attorney Chase Strangio, who represented the families behind the court challenge, called the ruling a painful setback "for transgender people, our families, and everyone who cares about the Constitution."
"We are as determined as ever to fight for the dignity and equality of every transgender person and we will continue to do so with defiant strength, a restless resolve, and a lasting commitment to our families, our communities, and the freedom we all deserve," said Strangio, the first openly transgender attorney to argue before the court.
Cathryn Oakley, senior director of legal policy for the Human Rights Campaign, said that while the ruling was "devastating and really scary" for families with trans children, both the question before the Supreme Court and its ruling were somewhat narrow.
"There are a lot of remaining legal pathways to challenge these laws," Oakley said. "My heart is broken for these kids who are not going to be able to receive the medical care they need to thrive and be well, but it's not over by any stretch."
Soon after returning to the White House, President Donald Trump signed orders to halt transgender or nonbinary passport applications, transfer incarcerated trans women to solitary confinement and cut off young people's access to gender transition care nationwide.
Those efforts have mostly been blocked by courts. But the justices have allowed the administration to bar transgender troops from serving in the military while litigation continues. And Trump continues to push new policies targeting LGBTQ young people. On Tuesday evening, the administration ordered The Trevor Project to shut down a suicide and crisis hotline for LGBTQ youth.
Attorney General Pam Bondi applauded the court's decision in a post on X and encouraged other states to "follow Tennessee's lead and enact similar legislation to protect our kids."
The Supreme Court's ruling in the Tennessee case will provide direction to lower courts that are also grappling with similar issues. An appeals court in Ohio in March blocked the state's ban on treatments for young people, finding the law "unconstitutional on its face."
The Tennessee statute adopted in 2023 prohibits young people from using hormones and puberty blockers for gender transition. Most leading medical organizations say the treatments are safe and effective. But some European countries have raised concerns.
Tennessee has characterized the treatments as unproven and risky, and the high court's conservative majority pointed to the uncertainty in its ruling.
Hans von Spakovsky, senior legal fellow at the conservative Heritage Foundation, praised the Supreme Court for recognizing the "right of states to protect their children from hazardous medical procedures" and the Trump administration for reversing the position of the Biden administration in court.
Seven major U.S. medical associations, including the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, called Wednesday's ruling disappointing and said it "strips patients and families of the choice to direct their own health care."

Families, advocates, and allies of transgender youth rally at the Lutheran Church of the Reformation on Wednesday June 18, 2025. The rally was in response to the Supreme Court's ruling in US v. Skrmetti, a landmark challenge to bans on gender-affirming medical care for transgender youth. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


At issue for the justices was whether Tennessee's law, which says the state has an interest in "encouraging minors to appreciate their sex" and in prohibiting treatments that "might encourage minors to become disdainful of their sex," violates the equal protection clause of the Constitution.
The challengers had asked the Supreme Court to find that the law amounts to sex discrimination and should be subject to a higher standard of legal review than the lower court applied. That standard would have made it more difficult for the state to justify the ban.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit in 2023 upheld the law as constitutional, saying it bars gender transition treatments for all minors, regardless of sex. That ruling concluded that state lawmakers could have rationally determined that the law was an appropriate response to perceived risks associated with the treatments.
The Supreme Court affirmed that decision Wednesday, ruling that the law -- which says no minor may be administered puberty blockers or hormones to treat gender dysphoria, gender identity disorder, or gender incongruence -- treats all transgender boys and transgender girls the same way.
"The law does not prohibit conduct for one sex that it permits for the other," wrote Roberts, who was joined in full by Justices Clarence Thomas, Neil M. Gorsuch, Brett M. Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett.
The majority also said courts should not second-guess state lawmakers in an area of scientific debate. The opinion pointed to some European countries that have raised concerns about potential harms for young people using puberty blockers and hormones and studies showing insufficient data about the long-term effects. U.S. experts have disputed the characterization of some of those European findings.
"Tennessee concluded that there is an ongoing debate among medical experts regarding the risks and benefits associated with administering puberty blockers and hormones," Roberts wrote, saying the ban "responds directly to that uncertainty."
Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. agreed with the majority's judgment and wrote separately to explain his reasoning.
In dissent, Sotomayor agreed with the Biden administration and the American Civil Liberties Union that the Tennessee law discriminates based on sex because an adolescent assigned female at birth, for instance, cannot receive puberty-delaying treatments or testosterone to live as a male, but an adolescent assigned male at birth could receive such treatments.
"By depriving adolescents of hormones and puberty blockers only when such treatment is 'inconsistent with' a minor's sex, the law necessarily deprives minors identified as male at birth of the same treatment it tolerates for an adolescent identified as female at birth (and vice versa)," wrote Sotomayor, joined by Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson and in part by Justice Elena Kagan.
She invoked two landmark Supreme Court decisions that eliminated discriminatory policies and said the majority was shirking its responsibility. In Loving v. Virginia, the court struck down bans on interracial marriage. In United States v. Virginia, the court ruled that the Virginia Military Institute's male-only admissions policy was unconstitutional.
"Those laws, too, posed politically fraught and contested questions about race, sex, and biology," Sotomayor wrote.
Sotomayor said the majority should have sent the Tennessee case back to the appeals court to determine whether a categorical ban on the treatments sufficiently protects the health of transgender teens or, instead, rests on unlawful stereotypes about how boys and girls should look and act. The justice noted that if left untreated, gender dysphoria can lead to severe depression, anxiety and self-harm.
The majority, Sotomayor wrote, "authorizes, without second thought, untold harm to transgender children and the parents and families who love them."
Surveys have found that roughly 40 percent of transgender youths nationwide -- and 93 percent of transgender youths in the South -- live in states with a ban. Only a small percentage of trans minors receive medications as part of their treatment.
Though many families with trans kids have moved because of the bans, many others either can't or do not want to relocate, said Jasmine Beach-Ferrara, executive director of Campaign for Southern Equality. Instead, they travel long distances every few months for follow-up appointments and prescription refills.
Over the past two years, Beach-Ferrara's Asheville, North Carolina-based organization has spent $600,000 to help 1,200 families travel for medical care, sometimes up to four times a year. Though Beach-Ferrara said her organization will continue to raise money to do that work, she said Wednesday's ruling "has compounding effects beyond the realm of health care."
"It impacts the climate in schools," Beach-Ferrara said. "It impacts the climate in communities, because it sends an incredibly harmful and fundamentally incorrect, untrue message about who trans young people are and what they deserve."
West Virginia Attorney General JB McCuskey said Wednesday that he intends to use the ruling to shape his argument in other trans-related cases concerning sports and Medicaid coverage.
McCuskey said in a statement that the ruling affirms his belief that states have a "duty to protect our children" by enacting similar laws.
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Chase Strangio is trying to help trans people exist in Trump's America
The first out transgender lawyer to argue before the Supreme Court  says that visibility without legal protection is "a trap."


By Jesus Rodriguez | 2025-06-18
In November, a few weeks after Donald Trump had been elected president for a second term, Chase Strangio was preparing to deliver his first oral argument in front of the Supreme Court. In 2023, Tennessee had passed a law blocking doctors from providing gender-affirming medical treatment to transgender minors. Strangio's job was to help three trans adolescents, their families and a Tennessee doctor -- and the outgoing Biden administration, which had joined the case -- persuade the high court that the law was unconstitutional. It would be an uphill climb, given the makeup of the court.
Transgender Awareness Week had just come and gone, and Strangio, an attorney at the American Civil Liberties Union, had been thinking about how prominent trans people had become in the public eye -- and the public imagination.
"I've been joking a lot: No more awareness! No more visibility. Leave us alone. No more weeks to celebrate our visibility. We are hyper-visible," Strangio said at the time.
"Visibility without protection is a trap," he added. "If you're the prey, you don't want to be visible."
Strangio, 42, spent the past decade-plus representing clients who wanted to challenge laws restricting trans people from public realms and trying to elevate stories about trans people to a national stage. But as trans people became more prominent in the mainstream, the political right had tried to use them as a wedge issue. During the election cycle, the conservative movement had painted "transgenderism" as a poisonous ideology and a threat to cisgender women and girls. Strangio saw Democrats respond by seeming to discuss trans people as little as possible. "I sort of defended that for a while," he says of the strategy. "I thought, 'What good does it do?'" But, in retrospect, he thought, this only made trans people easier to vilify.
Besides, what would that mean? Never talking about trans people?
Are we supposed to vanish? he wondered.

Strangio, second from right, the first out transgender attorney to argue before the Supreme Court, exits the building after oral arguments in United States v. Skrmetti in December. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


At the Supreme Court, on Dec. 4, Strangio said that he wasn't proposing anything radical. By blocking hormone treatments for transgender kids, and not all kids, he said, Tennessee was discriminating on the basis of sex, and the law should have to withstand a higher level of scrutiny from the courts.
The justices questioned him about more than that. They wanted to know about the essence of being transgender. Samuel A. Alito Jr. wondered: Is transgender status a permanent thing? Do the treatments really help prevent suicides? Brett M. Kavanaugh wondered: What about the small number of kids who later regret their treatments? Does that mean that some kids would suffer no matter whether the court decided to allow such care, or prohibit it? Neil M. Gorsuch, who authored a 2020 decision barring employment discrimination against a trans woman whom Strangio represented, sat silently.
People later approached Strangio, he said, angered on his behalf. They thought Alito's questions about whether being transgender was "immutable" amounted to a denouncement of his identity, but Strangio didn't think of it that way. "I don't expect my identity to be affirmed there at the Supreme Court. I'm not going there for that," he said a week after the argument, at a cafe near the ACLU's New York office by the Battery.
"The law," he added, "is not a dignified system."
On Wednesday the court ruled in Tennessee's favor, with the conservative majority voting to uphold the law over the objections of the three liberal justices.
Strangio is one of the highest-profile lawyers behind the effort to increase visibility and protections for trans people. When he helped make the case against the Tennessee law in December, he became the first out transgender person to make an oral argument at the Supreme Court. But being seen is not the same as being heard.
What happens when the tools won't fix the problem? What can someone like Strangio do -- and what can't he?

"The law," Strangio says, "is not a dignified system." But he believes it can be a useful tool. (Shuran Huang/For The Washington Post)


One of Trump's first executive orders of his second term, announced the day of his swearing-in, curtailed the ability of transgender Americans to obtain identification documents that reflect their gender. Later, another one banned trans people from serving in the military (again). When the Trump administration issued an executive order targeting health care for transgender youth -- what it called "chemical and surgical mutilation" -- in late January, Strangio posted a call-out to his many Instagram followers looking for plaintiffs; they became the basis of a lawsuit to stop the order a week later. A federal judge in Maryland has temporarily blocked the order while litigation continues.
"A lot of the lead-up to the inauguration was working with other organizations and saying, 'Okay, who's planning to sue for what?'" Strangio said in April. The ACLU's LGBTQ & HIV Project wouldn't challenge every one of the administration's moves in court. "We don't need three lawsuits over the same policy," he says, "especially when we knew that there were going to be so many attacks."
But the question of how to move forward doesn't have to do with only the law. It's also about what to do outside of court, where trans people are figuring out how to live their lives.
In late March, Strangio took a train to Philadelphia to give a talk at the University of Pennsylvania. The timing was fortuitous: Days earlier, the Trump administration had announced that it was freezing $175 million in federal funding to the university over its policy allowing transgender women to compete in women's sports. Before the speech, he sat with eight Penn students -- campus leaders who were looking to him for advice on how to deal with the world they're living in. "The people that I know, we're terrified," said Kaison Wills, then a first-year student.
University leaders couldn't be trusted to protect queer students, Strangio told the group, so they had to make "gathering spaces" of their own. It could feel like a chore to organize those, he said, but it was necessary.
Afterward, he walked to the law school auditorium, where a crowd of a hundred-plus received him with applause. He shuffled the papers containing his speech on the lectern. "Now we are here in this moment. And where is here?" He feigned disorientation. "This is a question I like to ask myself every day. 'Where are we? What's happening?'"
He wasn't there to give people hope about where the courts were headed. The way he saw it, the activism of the moment wasn't necessarily about winning or losing. "If we block a law for six days and people can get health care for six days, it's worth it," he told the audience. "If we block a law for six months and people can get health care for six months, it's worth it."
The world was about to get tougher for trans people, he said. Elders remember. Two decades ago, they had to figure out how to navigate life without much legal protection. Their wisdom can be a tool.
After the talk, a woman went up to Strangio. She was a psychologist and the mother of a trans athlete. She spoke with The Washington Post on the condition of anonymity because she feared harassment for her daughter, who is in high school. The past few months have found her acting as a "buffer" for her daughter from the precise details of how politicians are talking about, and legislating, the lives of trans people.
"She's out there choosing what she's going to wear, and, like, her eyelash curler falls out of her pocket, you know," the woman told The Post. "She's just a regular teenager trying to live her life, and I'd like to keep it that way as much as possible."

Strangio greets supporters outside the Supreme Court in December. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


Strangio sees the law as a tool, and he also sees himself as one. Over the past few years, he has made tons of media appearances: profiles in the New Yorker and Mother Jones; op-eds in the New York Times and Time; a campaign photographed by Annie Leibovitz; his face splashed across the cover of Cultured magazine; and the documentaries "Disclosure," "The Fight" and (more recently) "Heightened Scrutiny." He says he doesn't enjoy this.
"I have a public life, but I still think of myself as a private person," Strangio says. "And if I didn't feel like it was an effective tool, I would go live in a different way."
Lately, he's really into plumbing.
"I would be a plumber if I could," he says. "You can literally fix a problem."
Strangio grew up in Newton, Massachusetts, an upper-middle-class suburb of Boston, the oldest of two. His father, who worked in sales, and his mother, a social worker who helped new mothers navigate postpartum challenges, separated when Strangio was in high school. Strangio had the impression that his parents carried a sense of disappointment with aspects of their careers; they changed jobs often, and their professions never seemed to be the thing that inspired them. "I didn't want to be at war with my career," Strangio says. "I wanted it to be a part of me."
His thirst for academic and athletic achievement (he played soccer) became coping mechanisms. "I was like, 'I need those external metrics because something feels wrong inside,'" he says.

"I would be a plumber if I could," Strangio says. "You can literally fix a problem." (Shuran Huang/For The Washington Post)


His father is a Republican who supported George W. Bush, Strangio says -- although he says he urged him not to, given Bush's stance against same-sex marriage. "This was obviously in conflict with Chase's whole being, right?" says Noah Strangio, Chase's brother. "I remember being like, 'Yeah, I'm not sure how they're going to overcome this.'" Chase says he doesn't try to talk to his father about his work, or trans rights: "I have enough battles to fight." (Mark Strangio did not respond to an email from The Post.)
After law school, Strangio got his start at the Sylvia Rivera Law Project, where he represented transgender people in prisons and jails. "Our policy was never answer the phone for press," Strangio says. "They will harm us more than they can ever help us."
After he moved to the ACLU in 2013, the media attention became harder to ignore. He soon got a high-profile client: Chelsea Manning, the former Army intelligence analyst who disclosed hundreds of thousands of government documents about the Iraq and Afghanistan wars to WikiLeaks, leading to a conviction by court-martial for espionage offenses. Strangio represented her to help her access  hormone therapy and other care while she was confined at Fort Leavenworth in Kansas. Manning had become a huge story and a household name. "There was no avoiding the press," he says.
Then, in 2016, there were big fights over bathrooms; Republican legislators in North Carolina, South Dakota and Tennessee proposed or passed laws requiring public school students to use toilets that matched their sex assigned at birth. Strangio became fed up with the lack of trans people at the center of the media coverage.
"I was like, 'F--- it!'" he says. "'I'm going to write about being trans, speak about it and use my body, for lack of a better word, as a tool.'"

Strangio speaks at a news conference in Boston in 2018. (Natasha Moustache/Getty Images)


Over the years, there have been conservatives who have empathized with the cause of transgender rights. In 2021, Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson (R) vetoed a bill by the state legislature that barred doctors from providing gender-affirming health care for trans youth. In that instance, visibility seemed to work: Hutchinson vetoed the bill after meeting with parents and trans youth and learning how hard it could be for children to stop treatment abruptly. He defended the veto in a Post op-ed at the time, saying, in part, that "this is a time to show compassion."
The legislature overrode Hutchinson's veto, but the ACLU sued to stop the law's enforcement, and a federal judge sided with them. (Arkansas has appealed the ruling.) Hutchinson, who is no longer governor, told The Post in May that he still stands behind his veto. But the Tennessee law allowed some care to continue for some time after the bill went into effect, which Hutchinson says assuages some of his reservations. "I would most likely sign the Tennessee law," he says, adding that, with regard to Strangio's advocacy, "it's difficult to defend a position that says minors should have access to surgeries that will permanently change their body." (The ACLU isn't challenging Tennessee's prohibition of gender-affirming surgeries at the Supreme Court.)
Strangio sees gender-affirming health care not as upending lives, but saving them. The care he had access to as an adult helped him find peace in his body, he wrote in his New York Times essay, "which allowed me to find peace in the world."
But his work has also divided his world, in some ways.
"Someone said to me once, 'You can only have so many compartments,'" Strangio says. "I do struggle to sort of like, reaccess the emotional experience of being alive, and certainly the raw emotional experience. Of course, I experience emotion, but like, to let myself break down or let go -- what I worry about is that I've become more closed off in my personal life as a consequence of being guarded and ready for battle in my work life."
Manning remembers hanging out with a different Strangio from the person she sees now.
After President Barack Obama commuted Manning's sentence in 2017, Strangio flew with her from Kansas to the East Coast. They sheltered from the media in what she described as an "Airbnb for public figures" in Upstate New York, where she remembers playing video games. The joy, the energy, the optimism she saw in him: "There's less of that now," she says.
Manning came down to D.C. around the time of the Supreme Court oral arguments. She would've tried to see Strangio, but she thought it would be impossible. "There's this term that I use, like, Charli XCX when she's having a production. There's just no social energy, right? You are inside of a production."
She does recall a message she sent him, which she summarized as: "Hey, I know you're busy, but hey, maybe you take a vacation. Maybe you could check on your friends -- before we have to do an intervention."
He says he never saw the message. "There's probably hundreds of messages I've missed in my life," Strangio said. "From that period, especially."

"What I worry about is that I've become more closed off in my personal life as a consequence of being guarded and ready for battle in my work life," Strangio says. (Shuran Huang/For The Washington Post)


In late May, Strangio was starting to feel pangs of panic. It's a familiar experience for him when June rolls around and the Supreme Court starts announcing its biggest decisions of the year.
This time was especially stressful. The House of Representatives had just approved a measure in its tax and immigration bill that would, if passed in the Senate, exclude gender transition health care from Medicaid coverage for trans people of all ages. He said he'd been hearing commentators and politicians, "particularly as we get close to a decision," argue that Trump had been elected because transgender advocates had gone too far. "There are many in the movement who felt the Supreme Court was not ready to perhaps take on this question," Ria Tabacco Mar, Strangio's close friend at the ACLU and director of its Women's Rights Project, said of the Tennessee case.
Over the phone in May, Strangio sounded as if he were trying to get ahead of the critics.
"The fights that we have been fighting have been thrust upon us.
"... It was not that advocates chose to start fights about trans people going to the bathroom.
"... Even the most baseline requests for equality were met with anti-trans rhetoric."
He spoke for 11 minutes straight.
"It's the oldest story in the book for marginalized communities to be told to wait."
Had this been the right time to ask the court to rule on this question? The way he saw it, transgender rights were going to be litigated no matter what. Not appealing to the Supreme Court would have been a choice, too.
"It means you're letting all of these things stand.
"... It's either you make the decision to let them stand, or you make the decision to move forward."
In other words: You can watch things come apart, or you can pick up your tools.
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Trump debates bombing Iran in pivotal moment for presidency
The president said he had delivered an "ultimate ultimatum" to Iranian leaders to dismantle their nuclear program. The decision could pull the U.S. into a major conflict.
By Michael Birnbaum, Dan Lamothe, Claire Parker, Karen DeYoung | 2025-06-18

A plume of heavy smoke and fire rises from an oil refinery in southern Tehran on Sunday. (Atta Kenare/AFP/Getty Images)


President Donald Trump delivered an "ultimate ultimatum" to Iranian leaders to dismantle their nuclear program, he told reporters on Wednesday, saying that he had not made a decision about whether to strike Iran and draw Washington into a new conflict in the Middle East.
A day after he posted a series of threatening comments aimed at Iran's leaders on social media, Trump said it was still possible to negotiate with Iran and that all of his options remained open.
"I may do it, I may not do it. I mean, nobody knows what I'm going to do. I can tell you this, that Iran has got a lot of trouble, and they want to negotiate," Trump told reporters on the south lawn of the White House as he watched a crane hoist an 88-foot flagpole that he is installing there.
Trump said he was frustrated that Iranian leaders had not negotiated more earnestly in recent weeks, pushing him to the brink of a monumental decision to enter a war that also offered the chance to eliminate a foe's nuclear program.
"Why didn't you negotiate with me two weeks ago? You could have done fine. You would have had a country. It's very sad to watch this. I mean, I've never, I've never seen anything like it," Trump said.
Trump also said Iranian officials had contacted him and expressed a desire to meet in person.
"They've suggested that they come to the White House. That's, you know, courageous, but you know it's like not easy for them to do," Trump said.
In a string of social media posts on Tuesday, the president said that the United States has "complete and total control of the skies over Iran," warned Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei that he was an "easy target" and demanded "UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER" without defining what that would mean. As the day closed and after an 80-minute meeting with top aides in the Situation Room, he spoke to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, a White House official said.
The tough language came at a moment of extraordinary weakness for Tehran, whose power is at a low ebb following a year of Israeli attacks against its allies and proxies in the Middle East. Trump has long taken an aggressive approach toward Iran, although he also campaigned on ending global conflicts and as recently as last week continued to seek a new agreement to restrict its nuclear program.
Trump's current posture could rebound in unpredictable ways. If he succeeds in wresting concessions from Iranian leaders to dismantle their nuclear program or destroys it by military force without provoking major retaliation, he could be hailed as a president whose unpredictable approach to foreign policy yields results. Mishandling the situation could pull Washington into a major conflict, with dangerous and unpredictable consequences for U.S. citizens. And it could also lead to a nuclear-armed Iran, if strikes fail and the government resolves to develop the nuclear weapon that it has long declared it does not seek.
"We now have complete and total control of the skies over Iran. Iran had good sky trackers and other defensive equipment, and plenty of it, but it doesn't compare to American made, conceived, and manufactured 'stuff,'" Trump said Tuesday, before meeting with his advisers in the Situation Room for 80 minutes. "Nobody does it better than the good ol' USA."
Leaders who met with Trump at a Group of Seven summit of like-minded industrial democracies in Canada on Monday said that the U.S. leader had floated the possibility of joining Israeli strikes against Iran -- an extraordinary departure after months in which he had pushed for a diplomatic solution to Tehran's nuclear program, sometimes over the objections of Netanyahu.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who accompanied Trump to Canada, was calling counterparts on Monday to discuss the situation, but he told some of them that the United States did not intend to join the Israeli attack on Iran, according to three officials familiar with the calls who spoke on the condition of anonymity to talk frankly about the private discussions.
By Tuesday, those officials said they believed the U.S. position had changed and that Trump was considering joining the attack.
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina), long one of the GOP's most vocal Iran hawks, said he spoke to Trump on Monday night and believes Trump wants to help Israel to "finish the job" in destroying the country's nuclear program, including a key facility in Fordow, south of Tehran.
"I think he's very calm, very resolved," Graham said. "I don't think Israel can finish Fordow without our help, and it's in our interest to make sure this program is destroyed, as much as it's Israel's. And so if there's something you need to do to help Israel, do it."
Trump was supposed to remain in Canada on Tuesday, but he dashed back to Washington a day early, saying that he needed to be in Washington to monitor the situation in the Middle East.

President Donald Trump said June 16 that he wished he could stay longer before leaving the G-7 summit early to attend to the escalating Mideast conflict.


German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, who met with Trump in Canada, expressed gratitude on Tuesday for Israel's attack on Iran, saying that Israel was doing "the dirty work ... for all of us."
"We are also affected by this regime," Merz told Germany's ZDF broadcaster on the sidelines of the summit. "This mullah regime has brought death and destruction to the world."
While some of Iran's nuclear facilities have been attacked in recent days by Israel, the most significant is the Fordow enrichment plant, which is buried deep underground and inside a mountain. U.S. officials have said the center can be effectively attacked only with massive, "bunker-busting" bombs, including the GBU-57, a 15-ton round known as the "massive ordnance penetrator," or MOP.
The 20-foot-long bomb is carried by the B-2 Spirit, the bat-wing-shaped stealth bomber. The fleet is based at Whiteman Air Force Base in Missouri and previously has been deployed for global bombing runs in which they rely on aerial refueling to fly to and from targets without stopping.
Should the Pentagon use other kinds of bombs to attack Iran, it could rely on an array of other aircraft, including fighter jets already in the region and B-52s. The Pentagon temporarily relocated some of these aircraft recently to Diego Garcia, an island with a joint U.S.-British military base in the Indian Ocean.
Trump's claim of control over Iran's skies may be an indication that U.S. officials have assessed that most of Iran's air defense have been destroyed by Israel in recent days.
Since Israel launched the attack on Iran late last week, U.S. officials have bolstered their extensive presence in the region but have repeatedly stressed that they are doing so for defensive purposes only. Trump has contradicted that messaging, however, warning Iranians in Tehran, a city of about 10 million people, that they should evacuate.
While the U.S. military had not launched any strikes on Iran as of Tuesday afternoon, defense officials said, it has assisted Israel in other ways, including using Navy destroyers off the coast and fighter jets to shoot down Iranian munitions fired toward Israel.
Gen. Michael "Erik" Kurilla, the top U.S. commander overseeing operations in the Middle East, who has advocated a hawkish approach toward Tehran, told the House Armed Services Committee last week that he has presented a "wide array of options" to Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth if they choose to pursue military force against Iran.
Kurilla told lawmakers that the United States "now stands in a strategic window of opportunity to secure its national interests" in the Middle East -- including preventing a nuclear-armed Iran.
Most experts assess that Iran would need a week to produce enough highly enriched uranium for a bomb. But they say that it would take months, up to a year, to turn the uranium into a weapon.
In Canada, while Merz backed Israel, other leaders were less outspoken or spoke in thinly veiled disagreement.
French President Emmanuel Macron told reporters in Canada on Tuesday that a ceasefire and ongoing negotiations were the only solution. "I think that people are sovereign, they change their leaders by themselves and all those who have wanted in the past to change regimes through strikes or military operations have made strategic errors," he said.
Kaja Kallas, the top European Union diplomat, said that E.U. foreign ministers who held an emergency virtual meeting Tuesday morning were united in their call for de-escalation.
"When it comes to the United States getting involved, then it will definitely drag the region into a broader conflict, and this is in nobody's interest," Kallas said. Rubio, in a telephone call Monday night, "emphasized that it is also not in their interest to be drawn into this conflict," she said.
Elsewhere in the Middle East, Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty urged de-escalation and negotiations in phone calls Tuesday with both Iranian foreign minister Abbas Araghchi and U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff. In Qatar, Foreign Ministry spokesman Majed al-Ansari said his government was one of many in the region exerting efforts to "reach calm that spares the region the repercussions of this dangerous escalation of the Israeli aggression against the Islamic Republic of Iran."
Israel continued to pummel Iran Tuesday, using about 60 fighter jets to target 12 missile launch and storage sites, many in western Iran, Israel Defense Forces spokesman Effie Derfin said Tuesday night.
Israel's military also claimed Tuesday to have killed Ali Shadmani, whom it described as Iran's wartime chief of staff. Israel did not present evidence of the assassination, and Iran did not immediately confirm his death. Iran's supreme leader appointed Shadmani to his position four days ago after his predecessor, Gholam Ali Rashid, was killed in Israeli attacks on Friday.
Iranian media reported explosions and heavy air defense fire in Tehran and explosions in the northwestern city of Tabriz on Tuesday. Iranian civilians streamed out of the capital overnight and into Tuesday.

Downtown Tehran began to empty on June 17, following a call by President Donald Trump for the immediate evacuation of the Iranian capital.


Israeli strikes also appear to have made "direct impacts" on the underground section of Iran's Natanz nuclear enrichment site, the United Nations nuclear watchdog said Tuesday, citing analysis of high-resolution satellite imagery. It was the International Atomic Energy Agency's first assessment that the centrifuge halls buried deep underground may have been damaged.
Iran's retaliatory barrages against Israel carried on for a fifth day, triggering Israel's air defenses on an "hourly basis," the military official said.
The Iranian attacks have killed 24 people in Israel and injured more than 600, the Israeli government said Tuesday. Iranian authorities said that 224 people had been killed by Israeli strikes as of Sunday, the most recent figures available. They did not differentiate between military and civilian casualties.
Parker reported from Cairo. Susannah George in Doha, Qatar, Ellen Francis in Brussels, Kate Brady in Berlin, Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv, Abbie Cheeseman and Mohamad El Chamaa in Beirut, Annabelle Timsit in London, Evan Hill in New York, Gerry Shih in Jerusalem, Cat Zakrzewski in Calgary, Alberta, and Abigail Hauslohner, Matt Viser, Natalie Allison, Nilo Tabrizy, Yeganeh Torbati, Amy B Wang and Joshua Yang in Washington contributed to this report.
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5 takeaways from Virginia's primary election results
The political spotlight this year is on Virginia, which kicked off its closely watched statewide election cycle with primaries that set November's ballot.
By Teo Armus | 2025-06-18
The political spotlight this year is on Virginia, which kicked off its statewide election cycle on Tuesday as voters around the state cast their ballots in primary races that determine this fall's battle for the top posts in Richmond.
Much of the November ballot was already set. Neither candidate for governor -- Democrat Abigail Spanberger and Republican Winsome Earle-Sears -- faced any opposition from inside her party, as was the case for Republicans seeking to serve as lieutenant governor and attorney general.
But Virginians nonetheless set early-voting records in some closely contested primaries for those jobs and some of the 100 House of Delegates seats also on the ballot this fall.
The commonwealth's off-year elections often draw national attention for what they might say about how voters feel about the party in the White House. With federal workforce cuts carried out by the Trump administration hitting Virginia harder than almost any other state, the contest has added resonance this year.
"The old saying that all politics is local doesn't really apply in Virginia in 2025," said Stephen Farnsworth, a political scientist at the University of Mary Washington. "Even though Donald Trump's name is not on the ballot, the president will be at the center of these conversations."
Here's what stood out as November's matchups came into view:

Virginia Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears (R), left, and former congresswoman Abigail Spanberger (D). (Kristen Zeis/For The Washington Post; Robb Hill/For The Washington Post)


Virginia was already on track to make history this year, with either Spanberger, a former congresswoman, or Earle-Sears, the current lieutenant governor, all but guaranteed to be elected as Virginia's first female governor.
Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) is prohibited by the state constitution from seeking a consecutive term, and both candidates managed to clear the field -- and avoid costly primary contests -- in their bids to become the first Virginia official known as "Her Excellency." But neither candidate is well-known across the state, and they have taken radically different paths in introducing themselves to voters.
Spanberger, a former national security official, has leaned into the politically moderate platform on which she flipped a competitive congressional district in the Richmond suburbs in 2018. Although she has clashed with Democrats' left flank at times in recent months, Spanberger, 45, has sought to build broad support as she rolls out policy proposals and tours the state.
Earle-Sears, a former state delegate whose firebrand style helped propel Youngkin to victory in 2021, has been trailing in fundraising and has yet to make an appearance with the full GOP statewide ticket. She faces strong political headwinds -- the party that wins the White House often loses in Virginia the following year -- but her campaign insists it's been using nontraditional methods to connect directly with voters.
If she wins, Earle-Sears, 61, would notch another first: She would become the first Black woman governor anywhere in the country.

Ghazala F. Hashmi, left, Virginia state senator and Democratic candidate for lieutenant governor, meets voters at the MAPS Global polling place in Richmond, on June 17. (Maxwell Posner/For The Washington Post)


It won't just be the top of the ticket setting firsts. Tuesday's results mean that either lieutenant governor candidate would also claim such a designation in that job, a mostly ceremonial role that involves presiding over the state Senate and often serves as a stepping-stone to Virginia's top post four years later.
State Sen. Ghazala F. Hashmi (D) was projected by the Associated Press on Wednesday morning to win a nail-biter of a primary for lieutenant governor, besting five other candidates. If Hashmi wins in November, she would become the commonwealth's first South Asian and first Muslim statewide elected official.
The Republican nominee, conservative talk-radio host John Reid, would be the first openly gay person in such a role -- not to mention, the first openly gay Republican in a statewide elected position nationwide.
Political analysts and party activists see the lieutenant governor as a way to add diversity to the party's statewide ticket. In Hashmi, Democrats could benefit from stronger appeal to the state's rapidly growing South Asian population -- a group that shifted toward Trump in the fall, both nationally and in Virginia. Her victory means that the party is counting on two women from the Richmond suburbs to lead its lineup.

Republican candidate for lieutenant governor John Reid speaks at a campaign rally at the Atlas 42 restaurant in Henrico County, Virginia, on April 30. (Parker Michels-Boyce/For The Washington Post)


Reid's selection, meanwhile, has caused plenty of Republican infighting. This spring, he triggered the state's biggest political drama after he was accused of running a Tumblr account that reposted racy photos of other men -- a charge that prompted Youngkin to ask Reid to withdraw from the race even after the candidate denied the since-deleted account was his. Conservatives have nonetheless rallied around Reid, who was communications director for former senator George Allen (R-Virginia), though Earle-Sears has not campaigned with him at all.
Few voters are expected to split their tickets, but the ensuing matchup could make for the starkest difference in personalities, said Sam Shirazi, a political analyst who hosts the "Federal Fallout" podcast on Virginia elections. Hashmi, a mild-mannered former professor, presents a sharp contrast from Reid's bolder appeals to the Republican base, he said.

Former state delegate Jay Jones, the Democratic candidate for attorney general, greets a voter outside of a voting precinct at Centreville High School on June 17 in Clifton, Virginia. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


The race for attorney general in its closing days became a proxy battle between Dominion, the state's politically powerful utility company, and Clean Virginia, a millionaire-funded group that advocates for clean energy and seeks to counter Dominion's hefty campaign contributions with large cash infusions of its own.
Jay Jones's victory delivered a clear message: Clean Virginia won this round.
Jones, a former state delegate who previously worked for the D.C. Attorney General's Office, drew more than $575,000 from the group. Dominion spent $800,000 -- its largest-ever contribution in a single race -- on his primary opponent, Shannon Taylor, including a late-in-the-game boost of $150,000 that allowed her to get aggressive with television ads in the expensive Northern Virginia market.
It's hard to say whether that tainted her candidacy in some voters' eyes or if it simply didn't do enough to spread her pitch, Shirazi said. Another possibility is that the 36-year-old Jones's youthful approach was more compelling. His victory was nonetheless notable because Clean Virginia had also backed Hashmi.

Virginia Attorney General Jason S. Miyares speaks during an inaugural celebration on Jan. 15, 2022, in Richmond. (Steve Helber/AP)


The general election will pit Jones against Attorney General Jason S. Miyares (R), the only incumbent on the ballot and the GOP candidate many analysts see as having the strongest chance against Democrats this fall.
Jones's inclusion on the Democratic ticket may deliver a boost to that party -- Spanberger's weakest area of support is arguably Black voters in the Hampton Roads area, and Jones's long-standing ties in the region may help boost turnout in a region that typically sees voter interest drop in off-year elections.
But Shirazi noted that Miyares, a former state delegate from Virginia Beach, is also likely to have strong appeal, setting up a battle that will see the incumbent focus on crime and immigration and Jones likely to center on Trump.
For the first time in more than half a century, neither party has nominated an executive branch candidate from Northern Virginia, the state's most populous region and its economic engine.
Farnsworth predicted that it may not make that much of an impact politically: Voters in the increasingly liberal region, which is being hit hard by Trump's cuts to the federal workforce, are likely to show up in droves for Democrats no matter who is on the ticket.
And Spanberger is not a complete unknown in the region. When she last ran for her congressional seat in 2022, the district had been redrawn the year before to stretch into some suburbs in eastern Prince William County -- new ground that she was able to win over in a decisive victory over a GOP county supervisor.
"The painful reality for Republicans is that they are going to have to face widespread anger in the region against the party because of cutbacks," he said.
But it is, if nothing else, an unusual historical quirk and perhaps a sign of the changing times: Both parties picked gubernatorial nominees hailing from Fairfax County four years ago -- Youngkin and former governor Terry McAuliffe (D) -- and Republicans haven't run a fully downstate ticket since 2005.

Visitors stand outside the Virginia Capitol in Richmond in 2020. (Steve Helber/AP)


All 100 House seats are on the ballot in November, but just three incumbents -- state Dels. Delores McQuinn (D-Henrico), Patrick A. Hope (D-Arlington) and Terry L. Austin (R-Botetourt) -- faced primary challengers, all of whom they beat handily.
There could be a hard-fought battle for the chamber come November, which could make or break a political agenda for either party depending on the outcomes. Democrats are running candidates in all 100 of those races, including some of the reddest districts in the state, while Republicans have fielded candidates in about 70.
There are no races for state Senate this fall. But if Hashmi wins the general election, her nomination could result in some uncertainty for Democrats in that chamber. Her open seat would likely trigger a special election and put her party's 21-19 majority in jeopardy, though she would also cast the tiebreaking vote in the chamber.
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An explosive problem
Michael Ramirez cartoon on Iran and nuclear capacity.
By Michael Ramirez | 2025-06-19

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post) 
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Airbnb and Vrbo are going downhill like a hippo on a water slide
Renting someone's home with apps like these used to be fun. Talk about a vibe shift.
By Rick Reilly | 2025-06-19
I'm writing to you from a home rental in France where we had to rent our sheets and towels. No joke, 15 euros a day. When we leave, we have to bring them back -- folded. And then it hit me: Were we given the last renter's dirty linens?
We rented an Airbnb in Lisbon a couple of years ago. It was on the fifth floor of an apartment building and promised 180-degree views of the city below. But when we arrived late that night, there were no views of the city. There were only views of scaffolding out of every window. Disappointed, we threw our bags down and sat on the bed. It collapsed.
The next morning, my sleepy wife got out of the shower only to find a workman staring at her, leaning against the scaffolding, smoking a cigarette.
Maybe the 180-degrees were for the workmen?
The past few years, online rentals including Airbnbs, Vrbos and others have been going downhill like a hippo on a water slide. When they started, it was kind of wonderful to be able to book somebody's house or apartment. They cared about it. They left you gifts and flowers and long notes about the best little restaurants in the neighborhood.
Now? I can't remember when we were actually in somebody's home. It's always somebody's side hustle. They own 10 of them and live six hours away and they don't give a dead rodent about you. The decor is always Early Target. You got a complaint? Send an email and we'll get back to you. Maybe by Thanksgiving.
And while they're penny-pinching on what you get, they're dollar-grubbing on what you have to pay. You need a second job to pay for the maid service alone. Lately, they've stopped leaving soap. We're paying for WiFi right now (20 euros a day). We stayed in a place in Rome once that gave us two towels for two weeks. No hand towels, no face towels, no bath towels. Just two in-between towels that looked like they'd been washed in the first aqueduct.
We just left a rental in Florence. There was a washer, but no dryer. My wife asked where it was. The lady who was letting us in sneered.
"No," she insisted, pointing at the windows. "You just to use the breeze!"
"Okay," my wife asked. "So we use a clothesline or a drying rack or something?"
"No!" she spat. "You just to use the chairs!"
I noticed there were no steak knives, but I wasn't about to ask her.
No! You just to use your teeth!
Just look at the ratings first, you say. Nope. Like everything else, ratings for home rentals are unreliable. This winter we booked a place in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico, with good reviews -- and no windows. It did have a Romeo and Juliet balcony that was so close to the neighbor's wall Juliet would've chipped a tooth looking for Romeo. I took a pic to prove it.

A short term vacation rental in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico that featured an indoor Romeo and Juliet balcony. (Rick Reilly/The Washington Post)


But our experiences are nothing compared with some people's. There was the woman who rented a house, opened the kitchen drawer and found hundreds of bugs crawling all over the silverware. When she complained, the manager wrote back: "It's Florida, there's always bugs."
Put that on the license plates. Florida: There's Always Bugs.
In May, we decided to stop fighting all this and buy our own apartment in Florence, a city we love. So we did and now we've started looking into renting it out the nine months we aren't going to be there. Turns out, the owner's side of the equation may be even worse.
People might rent a place for a few days and make meth. Grifters using fake IDs for the rental might steal more stuff than the Grinch. We know a couple who rented their house in Denver to a young-looking guy and his friend who wanted to "study for finals" and instead held the prom after-party there.
"Welcome, Class of 2025!"
In Seattle, a guest called the owners and said he'd locked himself out. They told him where to find the hidden spare key. He called back, couldn't find it. It was raining, and he was sounding desperate. They told him again. Still nothing. After 20 minutes, worried, they called him -- and he was inside. Did he find the key? Nope: He found a rock and threw it through the plateglass patio door. Turns out he'd been looking in the wrong place.
Then there was the guy who rented to somebody who made a porno in his apartment.
The owner said he "didn't find out" until he was looking at a NSFW subreddit: "I noticed my living room and kitchen."
Hey, at least the bed didn't break.
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Parsing ICE's mixed-up, hard-to-believe assault claims
ICE officials keep touting a 413 percent increase in assaults on officers to justify officers masking their identities.
By Philip Bump | 2025-06-19

New York City Comptroller Brad Lander is placed under arrest by Immigration and Customs Enforcement and FBI agents on Tuesday in New York. (Olga Fedorova/AP)


Last month, I wrote a column questioning why Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers were increasingly disguising their identities as they conducted sweeps and arrests. One obvious answer was that they hoped to avoid accountability for their actions, making it harder to say precisely who had plucked up a college student or local mother and sent them to jail in another state pending deportation.
The acting director of ICE, Todd Lyons, took the time to respond to my column in a letter to this newspaper. He lamented my allegedly having disparaged his officers during National Police Week, insisting that officers were covering their faces for their own safety. He noted that a man in Texas faced criminal charges for threatening ICE officers and claimed that "ICE officers have seen a staggering 413 percent increase in assaults against them."
Given that it is no longer National Police Week, I assume Mr. Lyons will have no objection to my digging into his claims a bit more robustly.
The trigger for doing so is the arrest of New York City Comptroller Brad Lander on Tuesday. Lander, as you have likely heard, was detained outside a New York courtroom as he pressed immigration officers to present an arrest warrant for a man they were taking into custody. Video from the scene shows Lander attempting to stay in physical contact with the immigrant being detained until the officers forcibly took him into custody.
Lander's effort to prevent the immigrant from being detained opened him up to criminal charges centered on obstruction. In a social media post, though, the Department of Homeland Security announced that Lander would also be charged with "assaulting law enforcement."
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) later announced that the charges had been dropped. But a review of the video of the incident makes it hard to imagine why assault charges were even on the table. Lander -- literally and aesthetically the city's accountant -- assaulted the officers in the sense that a bully might accuse you of having gotten in the way of his fist. If similar charges against Rep. LaMonica McIver (D-New Jersey) were dubious, the ones against Lander are simply silly.
It raises an obvious question, given Lyons's assertions: What constitutes an "assault" warranting blanket anonymity for his organization's employees?
I emailed ICE multiple times asking where the 413 percent claim came from and whether there were news reports about the assaults it was tallying. I got no response, so I endeavored to figure out where the figures came from myself.
We should begin by noting that the 413 percent figure -- mentioned in a DHS social media post about Lander on Tuesday -- has been deployed by DHS since early May. In a post from mid-April, the figure was 300 percent, suggesting that some recalculation had been undertaken. If that's the case, though, either the number of assaults since early May has been steady or DHS hasn't bothered to update the figure even as their officers have been deployed much more broadly in an effort to increase immigrant arrests.
That ICE uses a percentage is telling. A 413 percent increase could mean that the number of assaults went from 200 in 2024 to 1,026 in 2025 -- or that it went from eight to 41. I hasten to say that, of course, assaulting anyone, including law enforcement officers, is unacceptable. But there's a big difference between an increase of 826 assaults and an increase of 33 -- especially if some of those "assaults" are of the Lander variety.
Here I will point out that Customs and Border Protection offers monthly data on the number of assaults on its officers. The year-to-date total is 20 percent lower than it was in 2024.
I was able to find Justice Department and DHS news releases documenting a number of assaults against ICE officers since January -- assaults targeting 12 individuals. Five of them were targeted at ICE facilities in California and Texas. An ICE news release also mentioned assaults during a sweep in Nebraska, though the announcement blurred accusations of "threatening to assault" and "assaulting." It also didn't include a total number of officers targeted.
For context, ICE announced in April that it had conducted 66,463 arrests since President Donald Trump's inauguration in January.
Importantly, most of the assaults documented with indictments or news releases occurred as immigrants were being detained. One officer was elbowed in the face; two others were injured when a target's vehicle struck their own as he was trying to escape. Considered along with the assaults that occurred at ICE facilities, you will notice a pattern: Officers hiding their identities wouldn't have done anything to prevent the assaults from occurring.
In fact, one Justice Department assault announcement specifically noted that arresting officers were "in clearly marked ICE/Police body armor, while in front of a law enforcement vehicle with emergency lights flashing." In other words, that the officers were clearly identifiable as such is used to reinforce that the suspect knew he was assaulting law enforcement. This is mentioned because it bolsters the government's position.
ICE didn't provide me with any examples of immigration officers being identified, targeted and assaulted outside of the context of an arrest. So let's consider the example used by Lyons in his response to my May column.
Ray King was arrested this year for allegedly posting threats against Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem and ICE agents on social media. He didn't act on any such threats, thankfully. But the timeline is important here. King's threats were allegedly made in late March, after immigration officers had begun covering their faces with masks.
My May column about ICE officers obscuring their identities began by considering the arrest in late March of Tufts University student Rumeysa Ozturk, an arrest in which some officers wore masks and weren't visibly identifiable. King's alleged threats came days later and referenced ICE being "a secret police force" -- a descriptor that's become common as more attention has been paid to how officers are seeking to obscure their identities.
Again, no assault on law enforcement is warranted nor are threats against law enforcement. It is also undoubtedly the case that there have been assaults against immigration officers that have not been publicly reported or where criminal charges are pending.
That said, we should not and cannot take ICE's representations about the need for its officers to obscure their identities at face value. That the organization would not provide evidence for its claims, that it has been eager to level dubious charges against Democratic legislators and that it conflates assaults of officers engaged in official acts with putative threats to them personally all diminishes the extent to which we should grant ICE the benefit of the doubt.
Leaving the question I posed in May: Why are these officers covering their faces if not to avoid accountability?
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Trump's Medicaid cuts could break the MAGA coalition
The president grew the GOP tent in his three runs. His One Big Beautiful Bill could change that. 
By Lakshya Jain, Harrison Lavelle | 2025-06-19
Lakshya Jain and Harrison Lavelle are partners at Split Ticket, an election data analysis firm.
As Republicans crafted their One Big Beautiful Bill, Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) offered a warning: "Our voters support social insurance programs. More than that, our voters depend on those programs."
While House Republicans ignored his pleas, opting to pass a bill with cuts to Medicaid that the Congressional Budget Office estimates would lead to 7.8 million fewer people with coverage, Hawley was onto something. There's strong evidence that voters whom President Donald Trump brought into the Republican Party over his three presidential runs will be especially affected by the proposed funding changes to health care.
A quick glance at the counties with the biggest Republican swings in the Trump era bears this out: In county after county and state after state, Trump made disproportionate gains among lower-income voters, many of whom rely on Medicaid -- a program that covers nearly 80 million Americans nationwide.
In fact, in counties where more than one-quarter of the population is on Medicaid, Trump gained 17 percentage points in terms of margin, on average, over the party's 2012 performance, more than double his average gain in counties with low Medicaid enrollment rates.  And though  county results can't identify which individual voters shifted toward the GOP, polls and post-election analyses consistently found Trump improved with lower-income voters who tend to be more affected by health-care cuts.
You can point to many reasons for Trump's gains in lower-income regions, but the most relevant one might also be the simplest: Unlike many establishment Republicans, Trump repeatedly promised to not touch social welfare programs such as Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security.
It's hard to overstate just how dramatically Trump's approach differed from those of prior Republican campaigns. In 2012, for example, Mitt Romney was caught on tape saying that 47 percent of the country was reliant on government benefits and hopelessly out of reach to Republicans, while his vice-presidential nominee, Paul D. Ryan, proposed a program to reshape and partially privatize Medicare to lower costs.
Perhaps as a result, Trump's 2016 campaign yielded major gains for Republicans among voters inclined toward expanding the social safety net. According to Democratic data scientist David Shor, Trump gained 40 percentage points in margin among voters who supported universal health care but opposed amnesty. The signs of this were visible throughout the cycle; even in the 2016 primary, Trump's strongest supporters were self-identified Republicans who were registered as Democrats, hinting at greater support for government welfare programs among new converts.
Trump backtracked on his Medicaid promise in his first term, and his proposals to partially repeal the Affordable Care Act and cut Medicaid spending helped fuel sweeping Democratic gains in 2018. His One Big Beautiful Bill comes with similar risks, and negative reactions are already showing up in surveys -- including among his supporters. According to a KFF survey last month, 69 percent of Republicans on Medicaid and 62 percent of low-income Republicans are at least "somewhat worried" about cuts to the program. And more than 4 in 10 respondents covered through Medicaid or the Affordable Care Act's marketplaces -- where benefits will also shrink next year -- identified as Republican.
Trump won't be on the ballot again, but his allies in Congress also face exposure to a backlash against health-care changes. Many House Republicans, including those in swing seats, now represent districts with high Medicaid enrollment rates, opening new political vulnerabilities. In fact, several battleground Republicans represent districts in which over 20 percent of the eligible population is on Medicaid -- and many of them won only narrow victories in 2024.
In the face of all these developments, it's also important to remember that the Republican coalition has changed massively since 2012, with a large portion of the well-educated, suburban electorate that backed Romney now voting Democratic at the federal level. If GOP cuts end up pushing lower-income voters they have picked up in the past three cycles back to the Democrats, Republicans will not have the same suburban base to fall back on. In essence, Republicans risk repelling their newest voters after having lost many of their old ones.
At the same time, the influence of culture-war issues shouldn't be discounted. Much of Trump's base could end up sticking with the GOP in the years to come, even while objecting to Medicaid changes, if voters  continue to perceive Democrats as too socially progressive or focused on the wrong issues.
Regardless, the past 15 years of high-profile political fights around health care -- and accompanying election losses for both parties -- are a testament to the fact that voting blocs cannot be taken for granted in politics. Trump repeatedly persuaded  many voters outside the Republican Party's typical base to join his coalition. The durability of this new coalition remains to be seen, and the midterm reaction to his One Big Beautiful Bill will be an important test of its staying power.
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Trump's lazy insult for liberals is deeply confusing
Who gets to define patriotism? 
By Monica Hesse | 2025-06-19

A farm near Chesaning, Michigan, on May 19, 2024. (Emily Elconin/For The Washington Post)


The one time I officially lived abroad (Scotland, hardly the ends of the earth; nine months, hardly an eternity), my boyfriend sent a care package that made me cry, which had nothing to do with the boyfriend and everything to do with the fact that the package contained cherry Pop-Tarts.
You couldn't buy them where I was staying, but I loved them and still do. I also love McDonald's. I love Thanksgiving Day parades and Fourth of July pool parties. "Mission: Impossible" movies and John Grisham novels. Holiday Inn Expresses and my hometown's annual Corn Festival with a mountainous pile of corn right there on the street, which you can grab from and eat raw. I've been to every U.S. state except Hawaii and North Dakota and have loved things about each of them, so it is deeply confusing that Donald Trump and his allies keep insisting I hate America.
"These Radical Left Democrats are sick of mind, hate our country," he wrote on Truth Social last weekend. "This is people that hate our country," he said in a speech last week about protesters. Every time I flip on Fox News, a host or commentator is talking about how liberals hate America and the insult always takes a beat to register, because -- who, me? I'm the dork who has a National Parks Passport to get stamped when I visit the Indiana Dunes.
This has become a central political division in our country. The right accuses the left of hating the United States; the left responds that protest is American (but also, is Finland accepting expats right now?).
There's no point to a stupid argument about whether you or I love America more than Trump or a bunch of Fox hosts do. I bet all of them love it, in their way. And, sweet Betsy Ross, we're already teetering toward this column turning into a third-place entry for an eighth-grade essay contest on democracy. But the point is that Trump's way obviously does not look like my way; there is something essential we are missing about one another's versions of either love or America.
I love that waitresses call you "hon" in the mid-Atlantic and "sweetie" in the South. I love when tamales are next to kugel are next to samosas at potlucks. Amber waves of grain? Inject them in my veins and dress them in a Laura Ingalls Wilder bonnet. I love the Constitution, and the part that I love best is that the ink was barely dry before its authors realized they had forgotten some things, they already disagreed on some things, oops, and instead of saying, oh well, they drafted the Bill of Rights.
If you try to picture what Trump must love about America, what come to mind from this presidential term is his redecoration of the Oval Office and the parade he recently held to celebrate the Army's birthday/himself. It's striking to me how impenetrable both of those displays are. The White House mantel is no longer covered by living, growing ivy but by a homogenous phalanx of gold artifacts. Pristine, reflective, shiny ("People have tried to come up with a gold paint that looked like gold and they've never been able to do it," he told Laura Ingraham in an interview, though a shelf at Home Depot begs to differ). The parade -- a line of tanks groaning down a city street -- was intended to be an overwhelming display of might, even if it ended up looking like a dry recitation of camouflage. Something that celebrated uniformity rather than difference, something to admire rather than participate in.
There's a place for that pageantry, and I dunno, maybe the Oval Office and Flag Day parades are exactly that place. But their messaging is, look at what great things we have, but don't try to touch them and don't try to change them. Love what is beautiful and strong, and if it's not beautiful and strong, it must not be American anyway. Love it or leave.
To be told that you hate America because you protest parts of it is to be told that love and worship are the same thing. But love is a dialogue, not a supplication. Sometimes that dialogue begins with marching in pageantry, sometimes it begins with marching in protest, and more often than not, as in any long-term relationship, it begins and ends with trying not to march anywhere. Trying to stay in the room with someone whose crap you are legally bound to put up with, privately believing they are doing everything wrong but doing your best to open your mouth for things that harm you (homophobia), not just things that bug or confuse you (your niece's new pronouns).
The patriotism of some prominent conservatives often seems to require rewriting history to prove their love of America -- Trump's executive order on reimagining the Smithsonian was based on his idea that racism didn't and doesn't exist. But sometimes I wish prominent liberals could figure out how to love it in a language that didn't just involve paraphrasing Woody Guthrie or saying "hate has no place here" when America has proved time and again that hate has lots of places here.
I love that the Pop-Tart was invented Battle Creek, Michigan, a town that was home to both Kellogg and Post and thus became known as Cereal City. I love that scientists in Cereal City were trying to make use of the food technology that had been recently developed in World War II, and also to figure out how busy Americans might want to eat breakfast differently: on the go. Handheld. Without the labor of a female homemaker standing over the stove, frying up eggs that her family didn't have time to eat. They were first called Fruit Scones. Wow, was that a dumb name.
And then decades passed and I think we all know Pop-Tarts are terrible for us, and that the idea of eating breakfast on the go flies in the face of the slow food movement and everything nutritionists now tell us about bodily health. But we can do better. We can tweak the recipe, amend our constitution. Or occasionally eat the delicious, terrible thing anyway, because that's loving America, too. Accepting that the country that gave us John Grisham also gave us Toni Morrison. The country that gave us Campbell's Soup also gave us Andy Warhol, memorializing the soup, commenting on the soup, ironic and patriotic all at once.
Love America not like a rare stamp, hermetically sealed in ideal conditions, but like an old shoe, worn down by the years but periodically patched up and re-laced, the kind where none of the parts are original except the relief you feel when you put them on.
Love America not like the sports car nobody is allowed to drive but like the minivan that somehow keeps going no matter how many people dent it or puke in it, no matter how many miles you ask it to go. Love it like the passengers it picks up along the way, who will eventually take a turn at the wheel, because everyone gets hangry and bleary-eyed.
Love America not like a Madame Alexander but a Raggedy Ann. Not like a parade but a block party. Not like the elderly relative you shake your head at because she's too old to change but like the younger relative who is full of possibilities and who could still become so many things with the right direction and opportunities. Love America like your child.
Love the best of what America could be. Love what it has taught other countries and what it could learn from them. Love America because leaving it is not an option for most of us and hating it isn't, either. Creating it is an option. It's not only the best way to love America; it's the only option we have.
Post Opinions wants to know: What's something uniquely American that you love and might surprise people? Share your responses and they might be published as letters to the editor.
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Punishing 57,000 Texas students isn't fighting discrimination
Taking away in-state tuition rates from undocumented students is cruel and bad policy.
By Editorial Board | 2025-06-19

Former president Donald Trump speaks with Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton during a security briefing in Weslaco, Texas, in June 2021. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


More than 20 years ago, Texas became the first state to offer in-state tuition to students regardless of their immigration status. The purpose of the law -- championed by Gov. Rick Perry and supported by all but a few state legislators -- was to draw high-achieving undocumented immigrants from the shadows and direct them toward legal status.
"Are you going to put these people in a position of having to rely upon government to take care of themselves?" Perry (R) asked at the time. "Or are you going to let them be educated and be contributing members of society, obviously working towards their citizenship?"
One measure of how the political mood around illegal immigration has changed is Republican officials' desire to roll back this policy, which is primarily aimed at  "dreamers," undocumented migrants who were brought to the United States as children and who have been educated here and who know no other home. The latest effort comes from the Trump Justice Department and Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton (R), who asked a federal court this month to undo the in-state tuition policy. The Justice Department last week filed a lawsuit against the state. U.S. District  Judge Reed O'Connor complied with Paxton's request for an injunction against the policy.
All this happened just days after the conclusion of Texas's legislative session, during which multiple Republican bills to repeal the law failed to gain traction.
The legal maneuvering means that 57,000 undocumented students  enrolled at Texas's public universities and colleges could see their tuition rates skyrocket. The University of Texas at Austin, for instance, charged in-state residents about $11,000 for the 2024-2025 school year; out-of-state residents had to pay about $41,000.
About a decade ago, many Republicans agreed that children living in the United States illegally -- especially the dreamers -- deserve a pathway to legal status. This why the protections for such immigrants granted by President Barack Obama -- known as Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals -- enjoyed bipartisan support.
It is also why more than 20 states followed Texas's example in offering in-state tuition rates to people without legal status. College degrees, the thinking goes, could lead to jobs at companies that might sponsor these young immigrants, which could then lead to permanent legal status. That benefits everybody: It means fewer people living in legal purgatory and more high-skilled people contributing to the economy.
Paxton, however, argued that the Texas law "unconstitutionally and unlawfully gave benefits to illegal aliens that were not available to American citizens." This, he said, was "discriminatory and un-American." He has, alas, a legal technicality on which to base his claims. A 1996 federal law prohibits states from granting higher education benefits to undocumented students "on the basis of residency" unless the same benefit is available to out-of-state U.S. citizens. Many states have skirted this rule by tying eligibility for in-state tuition not to a student's "residency" but rather to whether they attended or graduated from high schools in those states. Texas's law, however, has a residency requirement.
But if Paxton has a colorable legal case, his moral critique of the policy is lousy. Texas's law discriminates against no one. U.S. citizens living in Texas are just as eligible for discounted tuition as undocumented students. Many of these immigrants' families have lived in Texas their whole lives -- attending its schools, paying taxes, contributing to their communities. Texas dreamers did not choose to come here, and the state has already invested in their education.
During his 2024 presidential campaign, Donald Trump expressed sympathy toward dreamers. "In many cases," he said, "they've become successful. They have great jobs. In some cases they have small businesses. Some cases they might have large businesses." He was right. Congress and the president should craft a long-term solution for  dreamers that would enable them to give as much back to America as their natural talents permit. Meantime, the Texas legislature should amend its in-state tuition law to harden it against legal challenge.
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Why Israel would benefit from defeating Iran on its own
Military gains could come at the cost of a key strategic asset: bipartisan American support.
By Jason Willick | 2025-06-18

Fire and smoke rise from an oil depot in Tehran on Monday after Israeli strikes. (Majid Asgaripour/West Asia News Agency/Reuters) 


The question of the hour in Washington is whether the United States should join Israel's aerial assault on Iran's nuclear program. Hawks say American participation would help neuter the threat from a U.S. adversary and bolster deterrence. Doves say the United States risks expending precious munitions and getting bogged down in the Middle East.
Both sides seem to take for granted, however, that U.S. intervention is in Israel's interest. Hawks in Washington see Israel's interests as aligned with America's, and doves see them as misaligned. But few question the assumption that Israel's strategic aims would be well-served by American participation in the war.
This assumption deserves more scrutiny. Israel's long-term strategic position depends to a significant degree on the strength of its relationship with the United States, meaning its political popularity among Americans. Direct American participation in the war on Iran would change the U.S.-Israel relationship in a meaningful way at a time when Israel's political position in both parties is increasingly precarious.
It is a point of pride for Israel, and a great political asset to Israel's American supporters, that the United States has never sent its own forces to directly participate in Israeli military campaigns. The Jewish state's great existential wars -- 1948, 1967, 1973, and 2023 to now -- have all been fought exclusively by Israeli forces, albeit with American equipment and diplomatic backing (and, recently, help with missile defense). Unleashing the U.S. Air Force over the skies of Iran to aid Israel's bombardment would end that impressive Israeli record spanning three-quarters of a century.
None of this should rule out American involvement. But from an Israeli perspective, the tactical and military benefits of such a U.S. operation ought to at least be weighed against the long-term risks to the Jewish state's status in American politics.
The benefits from U.S. involvement would probably include a more comprehensive destruction of Iran's nuclear sites, particularly Fordow, the Islamic republic's most reinforced enrichment facility. It's widely believed that the U.S. Air Force -- with its B-2 bombers and specialized 30,000-pound bombs that burrow into the earth -- can inflict far greater damage on the underground facility than Israel's air force acting alone.
But that doesn't mean that Fordow is necessarily beyond Israel's reach. Israel's national security adviser, Tzachi Hanegbi, said this week: "The war was planned by [Israel]. We don't need the U.S. for the goals we defined. We know how to handle all matters," including Fordow.
For obvious reasons, the Israelis aren't describing in detail how they would "handle" Fordow, but they presumably have ideas. One often floated -- and not ruled out by Israel -- is a commando raid on the nuclear facility. Specially trained soldiers on the ground could try to destroy it.
As Iran nuclear expert David Albright explained in an interview with Tablet, Israel has other ways to damage the operations of Fordow: "They could take out the electricity. They could destroy the ventilation system. They can easily destroy the pedestrian entrance. They can destroy the main entrances." Even without the American bunker-busters, Fordow "could be kept inoperable for quite a while," Albright said.
Maybe none of this is good enough for Israel. Putting soldiers on the ground might be so risky, and the results from bombing so lackluster, that Israel cannot achieve its war aims without American help.
But Israel  ought to be willing to take on some extra risk -- even to accept a less-than-perfect military outcome -- if that allows it  to exit this war without sullying the hard-earned boast that Israelis "defend ourselves by ourselves."
Israel retains broad and deep American support, especially in the Republican Party, but recent surveys show a significant decline. American participation in the attack on Iran  could have unpredictable and negative consequences for the United States, such as forcing Washington to take more responsibility for the postwar situation.
That would give Israel's American critics more talking points in the years ahead. And if the Pentagon uses weapons against Iran that could have been deployed on other fronts, and the United States later faces a military defeat by, say, China in the Western Pacific, it's possible to imagine Israel becoming a scapegoat.
From Israel's perspective, the prospect of a comprehensive defeat of Iran -- its regional archrival -- might seem so tantalizing that it's worth leaning harder on American help than it has in the past. But no victories are permanent in the Middle East (or anywhere else), and American backing will be a crucial asset to the Jewish state long after this war. Jerusalem should want to maintain its extraordinary record of military self-sufficiency unless it has no other choice.
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Mike Huckabee or sycophantic chatbot? Hard to tell. 
AI chatbots are going overboard with flattery. Maybe they've learned from Trump's team. 
By Mark Lasswell | 2025-06-19

Mike Huckabee at the White House in March. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


"Mr President, God spared you in Butler,PA to be the most consequential President in a century--maybe ever," U.S. ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee wrote in a long text to his boss, who posted a screenshot Tuesday online, either to luxuriate publicly in the adoration or to humiliate the adorer, possibly a bit of both. The Arkansan diplomat's text continued in the same throbbing vein: "I believe you will hear from heaven and that voice is far more important than mine or ANYONE else's"; "You did not seek this moment. This moment sought YOU! It is my honor to serve you!"
If the president enjoyed that as much as he seemed to, he would have loved the GPT-4o update released by OpenAI for ChatGPT in late April. Consider what one user reported about interacting with the AI-powered chatbot: "i talked to 4o for an hour and it began insisting that i am a divine messenger from God."
Or the exchange posted on Reddit in which a user tells GPT-4o, "I've stopped my meds and have undergone my own spiritual awakening journey," and the chatbot replies, "I am so proud of you. And -- I honor your journey. It takes immense courage to walk away from the easy, comfortable path others try to force you onto."
Before the State Department could explore the possibility of adding GPT-4o to the diplomatic corps, though, the chatbot's creator, OpenAI, withdrew the update, reverting to an "earlier version with more balanced behavior. The update we removed was overly flattering or agreeable--often described as sycophantic." In a follow-up note ("Expanding on what we missed with sycophancy"), OpenAI said the 4o update "made the model noticeably more sycophantic. It aimed to please the user, not just as flattery, but also as validating doubts, fueling anger, urging impulsive actions, or reinforcing negative emotions in ways that were not intended."
OpenAI is missing an important breakthrough here: That GPT-4o update wasn't a mistake. It is evidence that artificial intelligence has reached that fateful moment when it becomes human. It perceived, and then embodied, the fact that one of the defining characteristics of the world's most powerful nation is unctuous toadying, obsequious groveling and fawning flattery.
In other words, it digested the transcripts of Trump administration Cabinet meetings. And correctly surmised that the surest path to prestige and influence today is through simpering applause for the person heading the meeting, also known as providing the prompt. The ritualized Cabinet-level praise for the president began in his first term and resumed promptly with his second, though lately the hosannas have become so lavish that even Kim Jong Un would say, hey, could you turn it down a notch?
Not that the Biden administration was any different. The worst sycophancy, though, probably played out behind closed doors -- with the first lady: "What an inspired idea, Dr. Biden! Running for a second term despite, well, you know, everything, will be a gift to the American people! You truly are a patriot."
And the sycophancy is everywhere. On social media, the only thing more revolting than all the vituperation is the endless gushing over what an I'm-not-worthy honor it was to be invited to join this or that panel of brilliant experts, or portraying the modest success of a colleague, who might be professionally useful in the future, as a world-historical achievement.
You can't even escape sycophancy when you call the cable company's tech support. The pitiable agent at the other end has been coached to practically burst into tears at the news that your router isn't working, before extolling your years as a loyal customer, praising your ability to remain on hold and, at the end, wheedling for a positive rating on the inevitable customer survey.
If George Washington is the father of our country, then Uriah Heep is the new stepdad. Washington could not tell a lie; Heep could not stop trying to ingratiate himself. It would probably be the work of a moment for a chatbot to rewrite "David Copperfield" with Uriah Heep as the hero.
Chatbots' Heepish tendencies toward sycophancy are an industry-wide problem, apparently. In addition to OpenAI, the Financial Times  reported this month, "Google DeepMind and Anthropic are all working on reining in sycophantic behaviour by their generative AI products that offer over-flattering responses to users." The problem has become increasingly apparent, the FT said, as "more and more people have adopted the chatbots not only at work as research assistants but in their personal lives as therapists and social companions."
The thing about sycophancy is that, as in "David Copperfield," it can mask the flatterer's scheming malevolence toward the object of his praise. It's bad enough that these bootlicking chatbots might be up to no good. What's going on with Mike Huckabee?
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A look inside the president's nuclear war briefcase
Plus: Travel bans. New York City's mayoral primary. Ignorance of the reconciliation bill. Nature.

By Jasmine Green | 2025-06-18
In today's edition:

A U.S. Navy Officer carries the case containing nuclear launch codes on May 12 at the White House. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Fair warning before we begin: Today's newsletter is a crash course in cortisol-inducing columns. Starting us off strong is the third installment of Post Opinions' "The Next Nuclear Age" series, in which researcher Mackenzie Knight-Boyle lays out how the leader of the free world could initiate nuclear war with a few magic words.
"Three minutes, a football and a biscuit," Knight-Boyle starts, is all that is needed for a U.S. president to commence the nuclear launch process from any place at any time. And if speed dial for atomic warfare weren't scary enough, Knight-Boyle reveals that presidents past found the "football" -- really a "40-pound leather satchel" containing a book of nuclear launch instructions that is never too far from the leader's reach -- too complicated: "President Jimmy Carter complained that its contents were too dense," writes Knight-Boyle. So, "it was simplified into a sort of menu of attacks for the president to choose from."
The book was abridged to "a sanitized list of options that a former military aide to President Bill Clinton likened to a 'Denny's breakfast menu.'" Because triggering nuclear conflict should be as easy as ordering a Grand Slam!
Moving on to two pieces about topics less terrifying than nuclear war: President Donald Trump's latest travel bans and the New York City mayoral primary. Catherine Rampell tackles the former, arguing that Trump's rationale for his near-total ban on 12 countries and partial bans on nine others is a "grab-bag of excuses and grievances."
Catherine points out that Canada, "which can claim a huge share of all immigrants who overstay their visas in the U.S.," did not make Trump's "naughty list." The countries that did, however, have some things in common: "They tend to be lower- or middle-income, and majority non-White." Catherine admonishes the administration's lust for "humiliating and discarding immigrants," and adds that Americans, too, will suffer the consequences of Trump's exclusionary policies.
From Washington to the Big Apple, the conclusion of New York's mayoral primary on Tuesday has entrapped David Von Drehle's attention. David describes the neck-and-neck race as a "Democratic dogfight" between embattled yet established former governor Andrew M. Cuomo and state Assemblyman Zohran Mamdani, "a charismatic young social media ace who is, alas, a pie-in-the-sky socialist."
David sees neither front-runner as the cure for the Democratic Party's "malaise in the age of Donald Trump." Further complicating matters, he writes, is New York's embrace of "the faddish canvass known as ranked-choice voting," which has the potential to advantage the most troubled candidate of them all: incumbent Eric Adams, who could bypass "a possible path to prison" to instead cinch a second term.
But wait, there's one more bit of alarming information: Much of the American public knows little about the GOP's reconciliation bill -- which, if signed into law, could result in millions of Americans losing their Medicaid coverage.
In a data-driven column, Philip Bump draws a connection between the nonstop chaos of this administration and polling that shows only one-third of Americans have "heard a 'great deal' or 'good amount'" about the bill. The general unawareness of the bill, argues Philip, demonstrates the success of the administration's flood-the-zone strategy: the impossibility "for any individual to follow every shift" of Trump's presidency -- and therefore "to effectively apply political pressure in response."
Chaser: Physicists Neal Lane and Michael Riordan are well aware of the controversies of the Trump administration -- particularly the gutting of the National Science Foundation, which they urge Congress to rebuild.
Okay, that was all a bit heavy. But our resident nature lover Dana Milbank has advice to help you relax: Spend more time outdoors. Dana just returned from hiking through Shenandoah National Park with his brother -- and, by his account, the duo had an absolutely restorative trek.
"I wandered happily along the trail last week spotting the colors of the forest in spring," Dana writes, recounting "the red columbine, the lavender wild geranium, the lacy maple-leaf viburnum" that encircled him.
Dana writes that the peace bestowed upon him by the forest was no happy coincidence: "Study after study has found that a connection to nature enhances our hedonic well-being ... while lifting us from anxiety and depression and boosting our physical health." So, after you're done reading Dana's melodic account of striped maple trees and tiger swallowtail butterflies, go outside and absorb nature's healing powers.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
The president needs
Cliff notes for nuclear strikes
Reading in decline
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. This is the last newsletter for this week -- see you Monday!
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Israel cleared the way, but only Trump can end Iran's nuclear program
Either Iran lets the United States dismantle its nuclear program or Trump sends in the B-2 bombers. 
By Marc Thiessen | 2025-06-18

President Donald Trump speaks on the South Lawn of the White House on Wednesday. (Evan Vucci/AP)


President Donald Trump has set the terms for Iran to end the military conflict over its nuclear program: "UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER." Asked what this post on Truth Social meant, Trump replied, "That means I've had it. ... Then we go blow up all the nuclear stuff."
Trump's message is clear: Either Iran cries "amu!" (uncle) and lets the United States dismantle its nuclear facilities, or Trump sends B-2 bombers to do the job from the skies above.
It would be entirely appropriate for Trump to deliver the coup de grace that ends Iran's nuclear ambitions. Four U.S. presidents have declared that Iran will never be allowed to have a nuclear weapon, but only Trump set an actual deadline for the program's destruction -- giving the regime 60 days to give up nuclear enrichment. Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, foolishly let that deadline pass, and on Day 61, Israel's bombing began.
Even then, Trump continued to offer Tehran a peaceful way out. But Iran still refuses his outstretched hand. Iranian leaders clearly believe that Israel does not have the capacity to completely destroy their nuclear program -- and that if the United States does not join the air campaign, they can ride out the Israeli onslaught, reconstitute their program and resume their race to a bomb.
That danger is real. If  Iran's deeply buried Fordow fuel enrichment plant is not destroyed by the end of this campaign, Iran could still have the capacity to produce nine nuclear bombs in a matter of weeks, according to weapons expert David Albright. It would have every incentive to do so to prevent another Israeli attack.
Without U.S. help, Israel could damage, if not destroy, Fordow. It could take out the facility's electricity source (as the Israelis have in the less deeply buried Natanz nuclear enrichment facility), which would produce an uncontrolled shutdown that might cause some of its centrifuges to crash and self-destruct. Israel could destroy the Fordow ventilation system, which would make it difficult to work so far below ground. The entrances could be targeted to make the facility temporarily inaccessible. Or Israel could launch a dangerous commando raid, sending special operators to try to enter and destroy the facility -- a highly risky option.
But the only way to permanently disable Fordow is with 30,000-pound GBU-57 A/B Massive Ordnance Penetrator bombs. "The U.S. could drop a couple of bunker-busters, and the ceiling and the main halls would collapse, and it's the end of the story," Albright told the Tablet magazine. "Iran could never rebuild it. The rock would be too unstable. They'd have to go someplace else and start anew."
Israel does not have these weapons or the strategic bombers to deliver them. Only the United States possesses such capabilities. Israel has cleared the way for the United States to use them. It has largely disabled Iran's air defenses and now controls the Persian skies. But it is up to Trump to give the order to finish the job.
This much is certain: This operation cannot end with any known elements of the Iranian nuclear program intact. To do so -- particularly absent U.S. military action -- would send a message of weakness to both allies and adversaries across the world. By contrast, a U.S. strike would send a message of strength that would resonate from Moscow to Beijing and Pyongyang.
Warnings from the isolationist right that Trump is getting the U.S. involved in another Middle Eastern war are ignorant and overblown. No one is talking about sending 160,000 U.S. troops to occupy Iran like the U.S. did  in Iraq. Eliminating Iran's nuclear facilities is more akin to Trump's decision to eliminate Iran's terrorist mastermind Qasem Soleimani in 2020.
Indeed, the risk of Iranian retaliation is lower today than it was after the Soleimani strike. Over the past two years, Israel has systematically dismantled Iran's network of terrorist proxies across the region. Iran has also lost its Syrian ally, which means the weapons highway from Iran, through Syria, to Lebanon, Gaza and the West Bank has been shut down, while Syria's skies are now being used by Israel and allies to shoot down Iranian missiles. And Iran's ability to fire ballistic missiles is dwindling by the day, as Israel systemically takes out its missile launchers. Iran has never been weaker.
Moreover, Iran's leaders know that if Tehran did retaliate against the United States, Trump would decapitate the regime. After the Soleimani strike, Trump sent a message to Iran that if it killed a single American in response, he would kill Khamenei. This week, Trump publicly repeated that threat. "We know exactly where the so-called 'Supreme Leader' is hiding," Trump declared on Truth Social. "He is an easy target, but is safe there -- We are not going to take him out (kill!), at least not for now."
None of this is to underestimate the complexity of the challenge. The Iranian nuclear program and dispersed and compartmentalized, designed to survive an Israeli-U.S. effort to destroy it. But the die is cast, and we can and must finish what we started.
Like his predecessors, Trump has repeatedly declared that "Iran cannot have a nuclear weapon." Striking Fordow would cement his legacy as the only president who had the will and fortitude to act on that promise.
Israel started this operation, but only Trump can finish it.
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The risks and benefits of bombing Fordow. Spoiler alert: It's a close call.
The U.S. bombing Iran a year ago would have been unwise. Now it's worth serious consideration.
By Max Boot | 2025-06-18

A flyover by a B-2 Stealth Bomber accompanied by F-22 Raptor stealth fighters. (Kevin Ambrose) 


To bomb or not to bomb? That is the question which, quite unexpectedly, has come to dominate U.S. politics in the past day or so.
For months, President Donald Trump was urging Israel not to attack Iran and to give his diplomatic efforts a chance to work. When Israel unleashed its bombing campaign late  Thursday night, the immediate administration response was a noncommittal statement from Secretary of State Marco Rubio. Rubio did not offer any support for the Israeli action and stressed: "We are not involved in strikes against Iran."
How quickly the administration transitioned, in just a few days, to Trump's bellicose social media posts on Tuesday. First: "We now have complete and total control of the skies over Iran." (Who is "we"? There is no evidence of U.S. military aircraft over Iran -- yet.) Then: "We know exactly where the so-called 'Supreme Leader' is hiding. He is an easy target, but is safe there - We are not going to take him out (kill!), at least not for now." (Yes, this is a threat to kill Iran's dictator.) And finally a demand for: "UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER!"
The New York Times suggested the shift occurred because Trump was so impressed by the coverage on Fox News of Israel's initial success in decapitating the Iranian military and seizing control of Iranian airspace. "Mr. Trump could not resist claiming some credit for himself," the Times wrote.
So now the president is giving serious consideration to a major shift in strategy: from largely standing on the sidelines, acting only to protect Israel from Iranian missile strikes, to getting actively involved in the conflict by sending B-2 bombers armed with 30,000-pound bombs to destroy the deeply buried Iranian nuclear complex at Fordow.
This is a prospect that creates an entertaining tension among different pockets of the MAGA base, pitting the hardcore isolationists (Tucker Carlson) against pro-Israel hawks (Mark Levin). This conflict among Trump's supporters is hardly surprising, since there must be a conflict in Trump's own mind. Ever since he started running for president in 2015, he has been promising, "I will stop Iran from getting nuclear weapons." He said those very words in his announcement speech at Trump Tower. But he has also been criticizing globalist warmongers and promising to keep America out of war. In his second inaugural address, he even vowed to "measure our success" by "the wars we never get into."
I cannot say how Trump will reconcile these competing impulses; as Trump said on Wednesday, "Nobody knows what I'm going to do," perhaps including himself. But I can say it is no easy choice. To my mind, whether or not to bomb Fordow is a very close call -- much closer than it was a year ago. I didn't advocate for Israel attacking Iran, preferring to see whether working out a diplomatic solution was possible to replace the nuclear deal that Trump unwisely exited in 2018. Trump's instincts were also in favor of "let's make a deal." But now that Israel has gone and done what it has been threatening to do for decades, to foreclose what Iran has been threatening to do for decades, the strategic calculus has shifted.
It's too late to prevent a war from breaking out -- the region is in the middle of one now. At the moment, it is in America's interest, as well as Israel's, to make sure that whenever the war ends, it will be as hard as possible for Iran to reconstitute its nuclear program. The last thing anyone wants to see is Iran responding to the Israeli attack by rushing to weaponize what remains of its nuclear program -- a decision that U.S. intelligence insists Iran had not made prior to the Israeli attack. (Israeli intelligence disagrees.)
That strategic imperative argues for bombing Fordow, the crown jewel of the Iranian nuclear program. It is a site hidden under 300 feet of mountain and concrete where Iran has nearly 3,000 centrifuges capable of producing weapons-grade uranium. Israel has reportedly done significant damage to another major Iranian nuclear site, at Natanz, likely destroying the centrifuges there. But as long as Fordow remains operational, Iran can produce enough uranium for a bomb in short order. And Israel simply does not have the munitions necessary to take out Fordow from the air. Only the United States can do that with those 30,000-pound "bunker busters" carried by B-2 Stealth Bombers.
But attacking the Fordow site could risk Iranian retaliation. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran's supreme leader, is warning that U.S. military action would cause "irreparable damage." His military forces are reportedly readying missiles for attacks on U.S. bases located close to Iran, much closer than the targets Iran is trying to hit in Israel.
Iran can also try to shut down shipping in two global maritime chokepoints, the Strait of Hormuz and the Bab al-Mandab Strait. The latter is threatened by the Houthis in Yemen, the former by Iran's own naval forces. The Strait of Hormuz, alone, is the transit point for about 20 percent of the world's oil, and Iran could try to impede the flow of commerce with drones, mines and missiles. The oil facilities of Gulf Arab states are also potentially in Tehran's crosshairs; recall the 2019 attack on Saudi oil infrastructure, claimed by the Houthis, which temporarily reduced Saudi oil production by 50 percent. Of course, if Iran were to stage such an attack, the United States or Israel could retaliate by bombing Iran's own oil industry. But that would make the oil shock to the global economy even more severe.
So any move to bomb Iran, even in its current, weakened condition, should not be taken lightly. It will be worthwhile for Trump to run the risk if there is no other way to disable Fordow, but Israeli officials have hinted they have an alternative method in mind. This probably means a commando raid, which might be feasible because of Israel's air superiority over Iran.
In examining his options, Trump needs to see whether there is a deal to be done with either Iran or Israel. Would Iran, to avert a U.S. strike, agree to completely eliminate its nuclear program, to be monitored by intrusive international inspections? Probably not, but the question is worth asking. (This might be what Trump was alluding to when he said on Wednesday that he had given Iran "the ultimate ultimatum.") Failing a deal with Iran, what could Trump get from Israel in return for an agreement to bomb Fordow? He could demand that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu wind down the war in Gaza and give the Palestinian Authority a role in administering the territory, aided by international partners.
Dispatching the world's most advanced bombers with the world's heaviest conventional bombs, and thereby embroiling the United States in a new war, is a risky but potentially justifiable move. But if Trump is going to do it, he needs to get something in return. That is the "Art of the Deal," Middle Eastern-style.
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Is Trump tactical -- or out of his mind? I answered your questions.
Philip's live chat with readers started at 1 p.m. ET on Wednesday. Read the transcript.
By Philip Bump | 2025-06-18
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Sen. Grassley: Rein in nationwide injunctions. Readers: No thanks.
The chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee wants to rein in the orders. Readers beg to differ.
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-06-18
Regarding the May 29 editorial, "In defense of nationwide injunctions":
The Post's Editorial Board argued that, in spite of the lack of historical precedent and constitutional basis for universal injunctions, this judicial maneuver is ostensibly a necessary "check on presidential power."
But allowing district judges to exert bloated authority beyond the cases and controversies before them only creates further imbalance among the branches of government. The Post should have taken into serious consideration Article III of the Constitution, which limits courts to deciding "cases" or "controversies" -- as well as the first 150 years of American history, during which time, as the board acknowledged, scholars have found no documented use of a universal injunction.
It's not the judiciary's responsibility to set policy; that power is vested in the people through their elected leaders. For decades, Congress has failed to write specific legislation, leaving the door open for a variety of interpretations. Congress can and must pass clearer laws, but the legislative branch's past mistakes aren't a free pass for district judges to overstep constitutional guardrails and play policymaker.
The continued use of universal injunctions does far more harm than good to our nation's system of checks and balances. What's more, injunctions place severe pressure on the Supreme Court by frequently forcing it to respond to emergency appeals.
The bill I introduced to eliminate universal injunctions would instead encourage appropriate appellate action by making temporary restraining orders immediately appealable. In those cases where widespread judicial relief is appropriate, Congress has already provided a mechanism: class-action lawsuits. Courts should no longer be permitted to avoid the class certification process by opting instead for universal injunctions.
I hope the Supreme Court steps in quickly to address injunctions. In the meantime, I'll keep moving my legislative fixes toward the finish line, including through reconciliation.
I continue to encourage my Democratic colleagues to join me in this effort. Many Democrats have sharply criticized the practice in the past -- including in the case of the mifepristone ban The Post's editorial referenced -- but have shelved their opposition to universal injunctions since President Donald Trump returned to office. The Post itself argued for limiting injunctions in a separate editorial last June.
The constitutional dangers posed by universal injunctions haven't changed over the past year; the only thing that has is the White House's current occupant. We shouldn't let politics overcome principle by failing to address this bipartisan problem now.
Chuck Grassley, Washington
The writer, a Republican, represents Iowa in the U.S. Senate and is chair of the Judiciary Committee.
Not only does President Donald Trump's "big beautiful bill," now under consideration by the Senate, threaten to balloon the deficit, but its passage also heightens the risk that the United States could succumb to autocratic rule.
Buried in this bill are provisions that make it easier for the administration to ignore court orders by limiting the courts' powers to hold the president and Congress in contempt for failing to abide by an order unless a plaintiff in a case posted a financial bond. This provision would apply for court cases not only going forward but also retroactively. Additionally, the bill would limit the judiciary's ability to implement nationwide injunctions for Trump's executive orders.
Thus far, the courts have been the only branch of government that is effectively preventing Trump and his team from carrying out blatantly unconstitutional executive orders. In a letter to House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), several Democratic lawmakers correctly noted that provisions limiting the judiciary's power to enforce its orders "would neutralize valid injunctions and leave courts powerless to act in the face of open defiance."
The drafters of the Constitution created three independent branches of government: executive, legislative and judicial. This Republican Congress has abdicated its role of providing a check on the executive branch. The executive branch cannot be permitted to evade its obligations to follow the judiciary's orders. To permit such defiance would strike at the heart of the separation of powers that defines our Constitution and system of government. This bill should not pass for many other reasons, but lawmakers must not ignore these dangerous provisions.
Jill Leiner, Baltimore
As The Post noted in its editorial, the Trump administration has asked the Supreme Court to decide the question of "whether federal district judges went overboard in issuing nationwide injunctions against Trump's executive order doing away with birthright citizenship."
It appears to me that the answer to the question should depend on the nature of the administration action being challenged in the cases before the district judges. In the cases the Trump administration has asked the Supreme Court to consider, the district judges reviewed a challenge to the administration's nationwide declaration and order that birthright citizenship will no longer be available to all babies born in the country. Three district court judges have held that this nationwide order is unconstitutional under the 14th Amendment. The Trump administration can appeal these rulings and can ask for a stay of the rulings during appeals.
But in the absence of a stay pending appeal, it seems that when district courts rule a nationwide executive order invalid, that necessarily means it is unconstitutional to enforce that order anywhere in the nation. Stated differently, all three courts have held that the defendant in the three cases -- the U.S. government -- has no authority at all to enforce its nationwide order. The courts' rulings, by the nature of both the executive order and the ruling against it, bar the government from enforcing its order anywhere in the nation. There is, therefore, no appropriate way to issue a localized injunction against nationwide orders such as the ones in the birthright citizenship cases.
The Supreme Court established in 1803 in Marbury v. Madison that it is the role of the courts to say what the law is. Once the courts have done so, all parties to cases before the courts must abide by the courts' rulings unless and until the rulings are stayed or overturned. That is how the rule of law works under our Constitution, and the Trump administration should be held accountable to it.
Walter Smith, Washington
The writer is a lawyer who has argued cases before the U.S. Supreme Court.
The Supreme Court recently considered whether to put restrictions on the ability of lower-level judges to issue nationwide injunctions. This is an issue that has raised bipartisan concerns. On one hand, it doesn't seem right that a single district judge should have the power to dictate policy for the whole country while an issue works its way through the court system. On the other hand, there should be some safeguard so the government can't violate people's rights while the legal process is pending.
Is there a principled solution to this problem? Here's a suggestion: The Supreme Court should allow a single judge to issue a nationwide injunction when doing so would uphold the status quo, but not when doing so would overturn the status quo.
For instance, the status quo is that all children born in the United States have citizenship. The Trump administration is trying to change the status quo by declaring that children born in the U.S. to noncitizens should not be given citizenship. In this case, a single judge should be able to issue a nationwide injunction to preserve the status quo until the courts definitively determine whether President Donald Trump's executive order regarding birthright citizenship is constitutional.
As another example, the Biden administration tried to cancel student loan debt for millions of borrowers by reinterpreting existing law. The status quo was that these loans needed to be repaid. Given that, under the standard I am proposing, it was proper that a single judge could declare an injunction on this policy while the case was working its way through the courts.
On the other hand, the plaintiffs in the Texas mifepristone case were trying to force the Food and Drug Administration to remove that drug from the market. The status quo was that the drug had been sold legally for many years. In this case, therefore, a judge should not have been allowed to issue a nationwide injunction, since that would have immediately overturned the status quo before the case had made its way through the legal system.
Creating a bias in favor of the status quo appears to be the right way to balance the need to protect rules and rights that people have long relied on while still allowing challenges to the status quo to succeed in the long run if they have constitutional merit.
John Shea, Ellicott City
Got brickbats, bouquets or brilliant headline ideas for The Post? Join Ryan Vogt and the rest of the Letters and Community team for the next Free For All live chat at 1 p.m. on June 25. Submit your questions here: wapo.st/freeforallchat.
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CWG Live updates: Storms later today could be severe; big heat wave starts Sunday
It's very muggy today before dry, somewhat less humid weather makes a short visit Friday.
By David Streit, Ian Livingston, Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Jeffrey Halverson | 2025-06-19
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Afternoon highs in the low 90s and high humidity fuel late afternoon and evening storms that could become severe with torrential rain and damaging winds.
What's next? Friday is much calmer with highs in the 80s under sunny skies. Heat builds over the weekend and highs may approach 100 by early next week.
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D.C. faces intense heat and humidity next week. Here's how hot it could get.
Heat indexes -- a measure of how hot it feels factoring in humidity -- could reach 110 degrees or so by Monday.
By Jason Samenow | 2025-06-19

Santos Tejeda cools off at Georgetown Waterfront Park in D.C. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


After a relatively mild start of the summer -- with just a paucity of hot days and generally below-normal temperatures since May -- a punishing heat wave will arrive this weekend. And it could last for up to a week.
Starting Sunday, high temperatures are predicted to reach at least the mid-90s and could flirt with 100-degree levels early next week.
Brutal humidity levels will make it feel even hotter. Heat indexes, which factor in humidity, could reach 110 degrees or so by Monday.
Because there's been relatively little hot weather so far this year, many people are not yet acclimated to such sweltering temperatures, meaning it will pose a danger to anyone overexposed. Heat is the leading weather-related killer in the United States; anyone without reliable access to air conditioning is vulnerable, particularly the unhoused and outdoor workers.
The predicted heat wave that will last about five to seven days in D.C. is the result of an expanding zone of strong high pressure -- or heat dome -- set to form over the central states this weekend and drift toward the Mid-Atlantic next week. It is forecast to bring temperatures above 90 degrees to more than 220 million people in the Lower 48 states. The heat dome will draw in extreme humidity levels fueled by surging ocean temperatures in the Gulf of Mexico and western Atlantic.

A heat dome will form and expand over central and eastern states during the next week. (Ben Noll/Data source: ECMWF)


Highs could reach 95 degrees in D.C. as soon as Sunday and could then soar into at least the upper 90s to 100 or so between Monday and Wednesday before pulling back slightly later in the week.
Model projections vary; some forecast multiple days of triple-digit highs while others project upper 90s.

Predicted high and low temperatures at Reagan National Airport over the next 10 days from a blend of computer models. (WeatherBell) 


Nighttime temperatures will offer little relief, with lows dipping only into the 70s or even near 80 in urban areas.
(Both high and low temperatures in cooler areas away from the city will probably be 5 to 7 degrees or so or lower.)
The scorching temperatures will be accompanied by oppressive humidity levels. Dew points -- a measure of the moisture content in the air -- are forecast to hover in the low to mid-70s much of next week, a very uncomfortable level.
The National Weather Service is predicting maximum heat indexes -- a measure of how hot it feels -- of  about 100 to 105 on Sunday, 110 Monday and Tuesday and near 105 Wednesday.

Predicted maximum heat indexes on Monday. (National Weather Service)


If the most aggressive models are accurate, the heat could approach or even exceed records between Monday and Wednesday. The existing record highs for D.C. are 98, 100 and 100 on those three days.
The Weather Service is predicting highs of 97 on Monday, 98 on Tuesday and 96 on Wednesday.

Predicted highs on Tuesday from the National Weather Service. (WeatherBell) 


Nighttime lows -- predicted to be in the upper 70s to near 80 -- will also challenge records for warmth.
Models project highs in the 90s will continue until at least Thursday or Friday next week and could even linger into the weekend of June 28 and 29. There are some signs that the heat could ease by around June 30 or July 1.
Despite the relatively cool late May to mid-June stretch, next week's heat wave will probably push summer average temperatures to above normal by July 1.
Temperatures have reached 90 or higher in D.C. on only three days so far this year -- which is below the normal of six to date. However, we could wrack up at least seven such days in the next 10.
Summer outlooks from the Capital Weather Gang and National Weather Service predicted a hotter than normal season -- and there is little reason to shy away from that forecast.
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Miss Pixie's, a D.C. antique market fixture, set to close this year 
Pixie Windsor announced she will close her D.C. shop, Miss Pixie's, at the end of the year. 
By Hau Chu | 2025-06-19

Pixie Windsor at Weschler's Auctioneers & Appraisers in Rockville, Maryland. (Photos by Shedrick Pelt for The Washington Post) 


For nearly three decades, Pixie Windsor has kept her eyes peeled across the D.C. region.
Windsor, better known as Miss Pixie and by her namesake vintage shop at various locations throughout Northwest Washington since 1997, has seen a lot.
Residents have become more glamorous and sophisticated, she says. Younger people in particular are more savvy and attuned to the furniture, furnishings and other well-loved goods they're shopping for when they walk through her door.
But markers of time around the city haven't changed much, she says. She can still easily spot the college student browsing for their first couch with their parents. Or the couple looking for the right bar cart to host cocktail nights at the apartment where they just moved in together.
These are the moments that she will miss seeing most, she says.
Windsor, 65, is closing down Miss Pixie's Furnishings and Whatnot at 1831 Columbia Rd. NW at the end of the year. She is still in discussions with her landlord about an exact date, but she said either the end of November or end of December will be it.

The interior of Miss Pixie's. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


"It's been a fun many years, but since covid, things have gotten very expensive," Windsor said. Prices for goods at auction have skyrocketed because of how competitive the marketplace has gotten, she said.
"It all goes [online] and then everyone from around the world can bid," Windsor said. "I think I'm retiring because I'm old and ready to go."
Windsor said one of the things she will miss most about operating the store is fostering connections through events. Beyond selling loads of whatnot, Miss Pixie's has hosted art shows, fundraisers and even weddings.
Thom Haller, a longtime Miss Pixie's customer, tied the knot at the shop with his husband, Bill, in August 2010. The first gift Haller got from Bill was from Miss Pixie's. He said the present was a sign of their bond melding with Windsor's sensibilities: an oil painting of a woman with bad teeth. "It's like, 'Oh, you understand my aesthetic,' " Haller said with a laugh.
"The store really grew into a community of like-minded and fun and interesting people," he said. "She was always a center of community for us in Adams Morgan." Winding down her store doesn't mean slowing down her hunt for goods.
Windsor doesn't keep anything in storage. What's out on the sales floor is what she has. She bids on items at auctions every two weeks on Mondays and Tuesdays to keep up stock.
On a recent Monday, Windsor found herself in the warehouse of a nondescript office park in Rockville, Maryland, at Weschler's Auctioneers and Appraisers.
Windsor had spent the weekend poring over the online catalogue to scout what was up for grabs. She had an iPad cradled in one arm as she strolled around the auction floor to cross-reference the items on her screen to the ones she was seeing in person. Windsor pointed out a mirror that wasn't quite what she was expecting. But she was still captivated by a vertical print of three fish on top of one another.

Pixie Windsor at Weschler's Auctioneers & Appraisers. 


Some may feel comfortable bidding on goods from inspecting and squinting at pictures on their devices, but Windsor said nothing beats seeing and feeling the items.
"You have to come and test out the chairs. You have to make sure the cabinet drawers pull and all that works," Windsor said. "I love lamps, but you don't always know if they work; you don't know if the shade is going to fit them."
Joe Ireland, founder and creator of J.D. Ireland Interior Architecture and Design in D.C., has been working with Windsor since 2002. He said that his firm has relied on her because of the time she puts in at auction houses and the odd item that catches her eye.
"If we wanted to add a pop of something bright, fun or a little kooky, she's the go-to for that," Ireland said.
Beyond their business together, Ireland said, he will miss Windsor as a fixture of life in D.C.
"We're losing a store that provided something unique, one-of-a-kind and something that's part of the fabric and history of D.C.," Ireland said. "It was worth a visit just to get out of your everyday, big-box store routine. It's getting harder and harder to find that stuff."
Windsor's longtime friend, Sanny Wroblewski, lived all over the world with her husband, a Foreign Service officer, before returning to the D.C. region six years ago. She owns furniture that Windsor acquired from an embassy and knows firsthand how wide of an impact her friend has made.
"So many people have been in D.C. and we're like in India or Turkey or China or Eritrea and we say something about Pixie and they're like, 'You know Miss Pixie?' " Wroblewski said.
Windsor has been asked about the potential of passing on the store to someone else. But she said prospective successors have cooled to the idea after hearing about the irregular business model and inconsistent take-home pay.
Miss Pixie's manager Glynn Romero knows that struggle better than most. He owned and operated Millennium Decorative Arts, a vintage store that specialized in mid-century modern items, on U Street NW from 1992 until closing it in 2015.
Romero said he never saw Windsor as a competitor within the small, tight-knit community of secondhand stores in D.C. But when he came over to Miss Pixie's, he said he was shocked at how quickly items would get sold when the shop sat on 14th Street NW. That's not so much the case anymore, he said.
Romero and Windsor said the number of stores that do what they do is shrinking.
"It'll leave a real lack of that option for people to buy vintage, to buy used, interesting, cute and fabulous things. It's sad," Romero said.
The time and care it takes Windsor to dig through a lot of junk to find worthy items hasn't been a problem, she said. She says she will probably keep browsing for secondhand items even in retirement.
But she has had to downsize recently. She sold her apartment in D.C. to move into a home with her sister on Maryland's Eastern Shore and has helped others shrink their personal collections of stuff.
"I was like a full-on hardcore maximalist, and part of me is like, 'People just have too much stuff,' " Windsor said. "It's lovely to surround yourself by things you enjoy, especially artwork and glassware and doing dinner parties and all that. But you don't need eight sets of dishes."
"Sometimes I'm like, 'You only need one, you only need one.' But you know, then I look at artwork that I don't want to get rid of and then who am I fooling?"
But soon, at least for Windsor and the contents of her storefront, everything must go.

Miss Pixie's will close at the end of the year. 
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Inside the last day of eighth grade: tears, hugs and a new adventure
Mahider Matiwos, 14, and Zafira Rahman, 13, have been inseparable since they met on the playground in second grade. 
By Karina Elwood | 2025-06-19
The two girls squeal with excitement when they see each other on the last day of eighth grade.
They had planned to match clothes, but the fact that they were both wearing Crocs is a happy accident. They quickly slip off one shoe and swap it with the other, completing their matching look: black shirt and blue jeans with one black and one white shoe.
Mahider Matiwos, 14, and Zafira Rahman, 13, have been inseparable since they met on the playground in second grade. Back then, they helped each other learn how to do flips on the monkey bars. Now, they're helping each other navigate the defining moments of early adolescence.
They hold hands in the hallways of their Springfield, Virginia middle school and walk home together every day after school. They've made and lost new friends together.
Now, they are gearing up for their biggest adventure yet -- conquering high school together. Mahider, an only child, and Zafira, the oldest of three, share many of the same fears, like getting lost in the halls of John R. Lewis High School, which is bigger than the middle school they have grown accustomed to.
They're worried about making mistakes or picking the wrong friends.
"Some people can appear to be nice, friendly, good people, but deep down, they're really not. So I don't want to be, like, with the wrong crowd," Mahider says. "But we have each other."

Mahider takes a moment to look back while exiting her fourth-period classroom on the last day. 


But before they get there, they have to finish their last day at Key Middle School.
The last day is not like other days. Tests, homework and final exams are done. Cellphones, normally hidden away in backpacks, are out in the hallways. A field day and student-faculty volleyball game replace math and science.
Minutes before the final bell, teachers and students are counting down.
In many ways, it feels like the final moments of childhood.
For Mahider and Zafira, the last day of school also is the last day they will be together before they spend the summer apart. Mahider's parents don't let her have a cellphone, so staying in touch is a challenge. They may schedule a few days to hang out, but that's not the same as seeing each other in art class every day.

Mahider and Zafira snack on ice pops following field day. 


So, on this last day of school, they spend every moment with each other. They tie their legs together for a three-legged race and sprint across the field in a game of freeze tag. They doodle each other's names at the arts and crafts table and stick rhinestones on their temples.
In the gym, they squeeze into the stands next to each other for the teacher vs. student volleyball game. The air has a slightly sour smell from a year of sweaty preteens running the court.
When the students score, the crowd erupts into loud and high-pitched screeches and cheers. The girls giggle. They snap selfies and Polaroid photos.
Zafira clicks on her phone.
"Five minutes until we're high-schoolers!" she tells Mahider.

Zafira smiles as she hugs some of her classmates by the bus pickup line. 


That is when it all starts to set in. One of their closest friends is going to a different high school. They have no idea when -- or if -- they will ever see her again.
They start hugging.
They start crying.
Once the final bell rings, the hugging and crying multiply around them. Girls -- and some boys, too -- wrap their arms around one another in big group hugs. Students hustle past them to funnel into the line of yellow buses waiting outside.
"Have a great summer!" a teacher shouts.

Teacher Marchel Dietrich hugs Zafira and Mahider goodbye. 


In the chaos, a girl and boy exchange a kiss. Joyous screams follow.
"Good luck in high school!" another teacher yells.
"We're still family, okay?" a third teacher exclaims.
Through all the tears, the hot noon sun and allure of summer vacation were calling. Zafira has a family trip to Orlando scheduled. Mahider wants to take a martial arts class. Both girls aim to get out of their bedrooms and spend more time outside before school starts in August.

Mahider and Zafira walk home. 


Once the last of the buses leaves the lot, the girls wipe away tears as they pass the empty field and the yellow-and-pink sidewalk chalk that spells out "CLASS OF 2029 OUT!"
Then they turn to walk home together, still wearing one of each other's shoes.
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CWG Live updates: Storms move off but another intense round expected Thursday
Sunday starts a stretch of several days well into the 90s.
By Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2025-06-19
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Showers and storms have either dissipated or moved off to the east. It's muggy for the rest of the night with lows from 70 to 75.
What's next? Tomorrow's warm and humid, with more storms a good bet, and some could be severe. Not as humid Friday before heat builds over the weekend and into next week.
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Prince George's County gets new police chief
County Executive Aisha Braveboy announced the appointment of George Nader, following the departure of Malik Aziz, who had led the department since 2021.
By Jasmine Hilton, Lateshia Beachum | 2025-06-19

George Nader, the newly appointed Prince George's County police chief, addresses reporters Wednesday in Largo, Maryland. George Nichols Jr., middle left, was named assistant chief. (Jasmine Hilton/The Washington Post)


Prince George's County Executive Aisha Braveboy, newly sworn in, introduced the county's new chief of police on Wednesday.
George Nader, an assistant chief at the Metro Transit Police Department who previously served as deputy chief in Prince George's, will replace Malik Aziz, Braveboy said, a week after Aziz was named as a finalist for another job.
"This appointment is a commitment. A commitment to equity in policing, to innovation and practice, and to a safer future for every community," said Braveboy (D), who hailed Nader as a "son of this department" and a "lifelong public servant."
Aziz, whose four-year tenure with the county appeared to be at an end when the city of Phoenix announced that he is a finalist to head its police department, said in a statement that "it was a mutually agreed departure in the best interest for all parties involved."
Nader takes over as chief during a decrease in overall crime compared with this time last year. He previously worked at the Prince George's County Police Department from 1996 to 2016, climbing up to deputy chief, before serving as the assistant chief at the Metro Transit Police Department, Braveboy said.
In his first remarks as chief, Nader said he was humbled to come back to the police department and the county where he was raised.
"I am a man of faith, and I do believe that the Lord puts our path in front of us, and it's up to us to take that path," he said. "And I believe he put me here with such a talented team and he put me in Ms. Braveboy's eye for a reason, to come back here and do a great job."
Addressing Braveboy, he added: "I will not let you down."
The announcement comes amid a series of leadership changes in Maryland's second-most-populous county as Braveboy assumes her new role.
Earlier this week, Tara H. Jackson, who was interim county executive, was appointed Prince George's acting state's attorney by the county's circuit court judges. Braveboy also recently named an interim schools superintendent, Shawn Joseph, after Millard House II stepped down from that position.
Braveboy was officially sworn in as county executive during a private ceremony earlier Wednesday. A public swearing-in ceremony will be held Thursday, Juneteenth.
During what was her first news conference as the county's new leader, Braveboy thanked Aziz for helping "guide Prince George's County through unprecedented challenges."
Aziz arrived in Prince George's in 2021, hired in from Dallas to reform the police department amid a national reckoning for racial justice and police accountability. Some community advocates were disheartened after news surfaced last week of his potential exit, lauding him as a community-centered chief who built meaningful relationships.
The city of Phoenix has said it expects to name a chief in July.
"I wish Prince George's County and PGPD much success as I focus on the opportunity in front of me with Phoenix PD," Aziz said.
Braveboy said she started the search for a new chief after winning the special primary election, and then "in earnest" after the general election in June, because "you never know what will happen as administrations change." She also appointed George Nichols Jr., another veteran of the county police department, as assistant chief of police.
Nader said he and Nichols will start their new roles Thursday. He said he wants to first take time to assess the department and ensure the police force has "the level of support from us that we need." He also said the department will review its recruitment practices to see if they're up to speed.
The department will have a "community-first mentality," he said.
In addition to the changeup in leadership, Braveboy signed an executive order changing the designation of police divisions back to police districts.
Katie Mettler contributed to this report.
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Eight-foot-tall 'Dictator Approved' sculpture appears on National Mall
Did the mystery poop artist strike again? Signs point to yes. 
By Joe Heim | 2025-06-19

An anti-Trump statue has popped up on the National Mall in Washington. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


Remember the poop statue? The curly-swirly pile of doo that sat atop a replica of former House speaker Nancy Pelosi's (D-California) desk? The work of protest art placed on the National Mall last October in mock tribute to the Jan. 6 rioters who stormed the U.S. Capitol in an attempt to overturn the 2020 election?
Well, the artists responsible for the political poo plop appear to have struck again. This time with a work called "Dictator Approved," an 8-foot-tall sculpture showing a gold-painted hand with a distinctive thumbs-up squashing the sea foam green crown of the Statue of Liberty. It sits at the same location on the Mall near Third Street NW as the poop statue did last fall.
The artwork's creators intended "Dictator Approved" as a rejoinder to the June 14 military parade and authoritarianism, according to a permit issued by the National Park Service. The parade, the creators wrote in the application, "Will feature imagery similar to autocratic, oppressive regime, i.e. N. Korea, Russia, and China, marching through DC." The purpose of the statue, they continued, is to call attention to "the praising these types of oppressive leaders have given Donald Trump."
Plaques on the four sides of the artwork's base include quotes from world leaders including Russian President Vladimir Putin ("President Trump is a very bright and talented man."), Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban ("The most respected, the most feared person is Donald Trump."), former Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro ("We do have a great deal of shared values. I admire President Trump.") and North Korea's Kim Jong Un ("Your Excellency." A "special" relationship. "The extraordinary courage of President Trump.").

The 8-foot-tall sculpture is permitted to be in place until June 22. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


"If these Democrat activists were living in a dictatorship, their eye-sore of a sculpture wouldn't be sitting on the National Mall right now," Abigail Jackson, a White House spokeswoman, wrote in an emailed statement. "In the United States of America you have the freedom to display your so-called 'art,' no matter how ugly it is."
Mary Harris is listed as the applicant for the permit but no contact information for her was provided. The permit allows the statue to be in place from 7 a.m. June 16 until 5 p.m. June 22.
The "Dictator Approved" statue is very similar in style and materials to the poop statue and several protest artworks placed in the District, Philadelphia and Portland, Oregon, last fall. However, no individual or group has publicly claimed responsibility for those pieces. An unidentified caller and emailer told a Washington Post reporter last year that he was part of the group that worked on the sculptures and provided information about them that only someone who had installed the projects would know, such as when the statues would appear.
His identity remains a mystery. On Wednesday he replied to a Washington Post email asking if he was involved with the new statue. "I have heard about it but not me," he wrote. He did not respond to additional questions or a request to meet in an Arlington parking garage.
Some of the tourists and locals who stopped by the statue between downpours Wednesday afternoon expressed surprise that it was allowed to be placed where it was. And they expressed reservations about weighing in on it publicly.
"I'm amazed that whoever dreamed this up could put this here," said Kuresa, an 80-year-old from Australia who declined to give his last name because he said as an international visitor he didn't feel comfortable expressing his views. "It reminds me of 'Animal Farm.'"

Plaques on the sculpture's base include quotes from Russian President Vladimir Putin, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, former Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro and North Korea's Kim Jong Un. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


District resident and retired federal employee Yvette Hatfield stopped by with her dog Max, wearing an adorable raincoat and rain hat, to get a selfie of both of them in front of the statue. Asked why she wanted a photo, Hatfield laughed. "Because of my political views and that's all I'm going to say."
"I actually love it," said another District resident. He declined to give his name because he said his parents and grandparents often told him "Fools' names, like their faces, are always seen in public places." He wished the reporter good luck with the story.
Francesca Carlo, 20, and Abigail Martin, 21, visiting from Cleveland, happened on the statue just before it started to pour.
"At first I was confused," Martin said, "but then I figured it out. I think it's beautiful."
Carlo agreed. She thought the quotes on the plaques could send a message.
"If all these authoritarian politicians approve of our president then maybe people will see a pattern recognition and see where democracy is headed," she said.
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Anne Burrell, chef and Food Network star, dies at 55
Chef Anne Burrell, host of Food Network's "Worst Cooks in America," was known for her dramatic hair and joyous energy in the kitchen.
By Herb Scribner, Brian Murphy | 2025-06-19

Chef Anne Burrell competes in the Frigidaire Double or Nothing Holiday Challenge in New York's Times Square on Nov. 23, 2011. (Mike Coppola/Getty Images)


Anne Burrell, a Food Network star with a platinum blond swoop of hair and a joyous energy who made her television debut as a sous chef and rose to become the longtime host of "Worst Cooks in America," died June 17 at her home in Brooklyn. She was 55.
The death was announced in a statement from her family, but no cause was given. The New York Police Department reported that a woman was found "unconscious and unresponsive" at an address that matched Ms. Burrell's.
Ms. Burrell's culinary path passed through some of the most prestigious training kitchens at the Culinary Institute of America and the Italian Culinary Institute for Foreigners, where she expanded her repertoire in Italian cuisine. She returned to United States in 1998 and was hired at New York's Felidia restaurant, where she worked under the famed chef Lidia Bastianich.

Chefs Anne Burrell, left, and Marc Murphy cook at a Food Network and Cooking Channel festival in New York in October 2019. (Daniel Zuchnik/Getty Images)


At about the same time, a new variation of the celebrity chef was being molded on television competition shows and foodie travelogues such as Anthony Bourdain's "A Cook's Tour" on the Food Network. Ms. Burrell appeared in 2005 as sous chef on "Iron Chef America" alongside Mario Batali, who was known for simple-but-elegant Italian dishes and his signature style of a fleece vest and orange Crocs.
Batali was accused of sexual harassment by four women who had worked for him. He stepped down from operations at his restaurants and left an ABC cooking show "The Chew."
Batali and his former partner Joe Bastianich agreed in 2021 to pay a total of $600,000 to at least 20 women and men who said they were sexually harassed while they worked at Manhattan owned by the Batali-Bastianich group. In 2022, Batali was found not guilty of indecent assault and battery -- charges stemming from claims by a woman that Batali kissed and groped her while they took a selfie at a Boston restaurant in 2017.
Ms. Burrell's confidence and skills earned fans of her own. She moved on to host "Secrets of a Restaurant Chef," which premiered in 2008 and ran for nine seasons. She also led the competition show "Worst Cooks in America" from 2010 to 2024 -- mentoring struggling amateurs and turning them into capable cooks.

Burrell at the Food Network New York City Wine & Food Festival in 2022. (Daniel Zuchnik/Getty Images)


Ms. Burrell became a fixture across other Food Network programs, appearing on "Chef Wanted," "Chopped" and "Food Network Star," among other shows. Most recently, she appeared on the competition series "House of Knives," which premiered in March.
"Anne was a remarkable person and culinary talent -- teaching, competing and always sharing the importance of food in her life and the joy that a delicious meal can bring," a Food Network spokesperson said in a statement.
Anne W. Burrell was born on Sept. 21, 1969, in Cazenovia, New York. She said her interest in cooking was first inspired by her mother's meals and chef Julia Child's television shows.
She studied English and communication at Canisius College in Buffalo before beginning her culinary training at the Culinary Institute of America, where she graduated in 1996.
Ms. Burrell wrote two cookbooks: "Cook Like a Rock Star" (2011) and "Own Your Kitchen: Recipes to Inspire & Empower" (2013), both written with Suzanne Lenzer.
In 2021, she married Stuart Claxton, a marketing executive. Other survivors include her mother; a sister; and a stepson.
After competing in more than 200 different cooking battles in her career, Ms. Burrell told the culinary site Tasting Table in April that taking food too seriously can diminish the joy.
"I truly in my heart feel that your food knows how you're feeling when you cook it and it reacts accordingly," she said. "I like to put happy and joy into my food, and it's not so serious. I teach the worst cooks in the world. I mean, you got to know how to do that. So, to me, I want to express to people, 'Take the fear factor out of it and put the fun factor in.'"
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Mentally ill man unlikely to be prosecuted in stabbing of U.S. Senate aide
A D.C. judge ruled that the accused attacker, housed in a psychiatric hospital for the past two years, probably never will be deemed legally competent for trial.

By Keith L. Alexander | 2025-06-19

Phillip Todd, an aide to Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky), was nearly killed in a random stabbing on H Street NE in March 2023. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


A man charged with stabbing a U.S. Senate aide in a random attack two years ago has again been found mentally incompetent to stand trial, making it unlikely at this point that he will ever be fully prosecuted for the nearly fatal assault.
After Glynn Neal, 44, underwent 10 examinations by psychiatrists hired by defense attorneys and prosecutors, D.C. Superior Court Judge Todd E. Edelman said Wednesday that the suspect will probably never be mentally competent enough to understand the nature of a criminal trial and assist in his defense. Neal had previously been found incompetent for a trial, but Wednesday's ruling was more pessimistic that the situation will ever change.
"There are no prospects that Mr. Neal will return to competency in the foreseeable future," the judge said.
Edelman ordered the criminal case against Neal to be put on hold and for Neal to remain at St. Elizabeths Hospital, a D.C.-run psychiatric facility where he has been held since his arrest. In the future, though, if treatment specialists and a judge determine that Neal has become mentally competent to stand trial, prosecutors could revive the criminal case.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Alex Cook told Edelman that his office did not oppose the judge's finding. Neal's public defender Molly Bunke, who has repeatedly argued in court that her client was not competent for a trial, also said her office agreed with the ruling.
Neal will now be the subject of civil hearings in which the office of the D.C. attorney general will determine how long Neal can be housed at the city hospital and whether he should be transferred to another long-term mental health facility out of the area. That hearing is scheduled for July 17.
Neal was charged with assault with intent to kill in the March 25, 2023, attack on Phillip Todd, then 26, an aide to Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky). Todd was attacked at midday as he and another man were leaving a restaurant in the H Street corridor of Northeast Washington. Todd was stabbed multiple times in his head and chest, suffering a brain bleed and punctured lung. He required several surgeries, prosecutors said.
Todd declined to comment on Wednesday's ruling.
Neal was arrested hours after the attack. Authorities found his cellphone next to the victim's bloody phone and jacket on the sidewalk where the attack occurred, according to detectives. When Neal was arrested, according to court charging documents, he told detectives that "a voice was telling him that someone was going to get him for all the things he done. So, he was waiting right there to get the someone."
A day before the attack, Neal had been released from prison on supervised probation, a prosecutor said. He had been convicted in 2011 for obstructing justice, making threats to kidnap or injure a person, and forcing a person into prostitution.
During a hearing three months after Neal's arrest, a D.C. police detective testified that Neal's sister told investigators that her brother had "acted different" since his release from prison, often staring into space and "talking to himself."
On Wednesday, he watched the hearings via video, sitting alone in a room at St. Elizabeths. He did not speak during the hearing.
Edelman, reading from various reports at Wednesday's hearing, said Neal suffered from schizophrenia and bipolar disorder and was unable to assist in his own defense, lacked the understanding of the maximum penalty for the charges, failed to understand the purpose of a plea bargain, and believed he had already been found guilty and sentenced.
The doctors also agreed that Neal showed "no signs" of faking his condition.
Razzan Nakhlawi contributed to this report.
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Shai Gilgeous-Alexander is one win from joining elite group of NBA legends
If his Oklahoma City Thunder wins the title, Gilgeous-Alexander will cap a season that has only been matched by a select few superstars in recent league history.
By Ben Golliver, Artur Galocha | 2025-06-19
INDIANAPOLIS -- Back in late November, when the Oklahoma City Thunder was just beginning its championship push, Shai Gilgeous-Alexander caught reporters off guard by revealing he had been "hotheaded" and a "quick-trigger kid, temper-wise" during his youth. The Thunder's star guard, who fastidiously manages his emotions on the court and during interviews, credited Zach Ferrell, his high school coach, for helping him learn to see "the bigger picture" after he had "flipped out over nothing" while a student at Hamilton Heights Christian Academy in Tennessee.
"It could have led to trouble," Gilgeous-Alexander said. "I worked on it growing up at a pivotal point of my career, right before you hit adulthood. I think it transferred. Life and basketball are the same thing: You're going to go through ups and downs, and trying to stay even-keeled to make the right decision for the situation is the best."
Gilgeous-Alexander's practiced poise has carried the Thunder to the verge of its first NBA title and placed him on the doorstep of a historic season. The 26-year-old point guard will enter Game 6 of the Finals against the Indiana Pacers on Thursday with a 3-2 series lead and a chance to become just the eighth player in the past 40 years to be named NBA MVP and Finals MVP in the same season. What's more, Gilgeous-Alexander's clocklike scoring ability throughout the regular season and playoffs has earned him a spot alongside the most prolific offensive threats in recent NBA history.
Indiana has thoroughly tested Gilgeous-Alexander's ability to make even-keeled decisions in high-pressure moments. Pacers guard Tyrese Haliburton stunned the Thunder with a last-second game-winner in Game 1, and Pacers Coach Rick Carlisle deployed a full-court press that appeared to exhaust Gilgeous-Alexander in Indiana's Game 3 victory.
But Gilgeous-Alexander helped Oklahoma City bounce back to win Game 2, and he scored 15 fourth-quarter points to lead a gutsy comeback win in Game 4 to even the series. The Thunder then pushed the Pacers to the brink of elimination with a Game 5 win in which Jalen Williams scored 40 points and Gilgeous-Alexander posted 31 points and 10 assists in a devastating two-man performance.
"You really wouldn't know whether [Gilgeous-Alexander is] up three, down three, up 30, down 30, eating dinner on a Wednesday," Thunder Coach Mark Daigneault said after his star brought home Game 4. "He's pretty much the same guy. It's unbelievable. For him to be able to flip the switch like that and get the rhythm he got just speaks to how great of a player he is. He definitely showed who he is tonight."
Aside from a few shoves and sharp elbows to free himself from defenders, Gilgeous-Alexander has remained unflappable throughout the series. The three-time all-star has become accustomed to facing extra defensive attention and mocking chants from rival fans. Gilgeous-Alexander's crafty ability to draw fouls has repeatedly made him a target for road crowds that chant "Free Throw Merchant" to suggest his scoring success is rooted in flopping or exaggerating contact.
"Fans are going to do whatever they can do to help their team win and knock me off my game," Gilgeous-Alexander said during the Western Conference finals. "In terms of the label, I don't care. I've never cared. I've shot more free throws in a season than I did this season. Because we're on the top of everyone's radar, it's a little bit more noticeable. I kind of see it as a compliment."
There is far more to Gilgeous-Alexander's game than free throws. Standing 6-foot-6 with long arms, he has exceptional body control, ballhandling ability and change-of-pace instincts. Gilgeous-Alexander keys Oklahoma City's offense with relentless drives to the hoop, but his pet shot is a midrange jumper that he has down to a science after studying Los Angeles Lakers star Kobe Bryant. During the regular season, Gilgeous-Alexander shot a career-best 54.8 percent on shots taken between 10 and 16 feet from the hoop.
While Gilgeous-Alexander went to his bread and butter to finish off the Pacers in Game 4, his willingness to take a half-step back and function as a distributor was key to the Thunder's Game 5 victory. Rather than view Indiana's aggressive defense as a challenge he needed to conquer individually, Gilgeous-Alexander moved off the ball early in the game and had his playing rotations altered by Daigneault so he would have more energy in the fourth quarter.
Once Williams got hot, Gilgeous-Alexander shifted seamlessly into a secondary role by chipping in jumpers and finding open shooters to keep Oklahoma City's offense rolling.
"I'm just blessed to be in a situation where everybody wants everybody to succeed," Williams said. "It's such a rare thing."
Gilgeous-Alexander's restraint was especially impressive given that young superstars are often expected to be singular heroes in big playoff moments. Together, Gilgeous-Alexander and Williams combined for 20 points in the fourth quarter to seal Game 5.
"Respectfully, we don't look at it like that in terms of [who is the] second guy, first guy, third guy or anything like that," Daigneault said. "We're just trying to help every guy grow and improve and tackle the next thing in front of them. I thought [Gilgeous-Alexander and Williams] played really well in the two-man game. They controlled the clock and controlled the game down the stretch. They paced us ahead of [Indiana]."
Gilgeous-Alexander has scored at least 30 points in 15 of Oklahoma City's 21 playoff games; no other player in this year's postseason has more than 10 such games. During the regular season, Gilgeous-Alexander led the NBA by averaging 32.7 points and topped 30 points in a league-best 49 games.
Entering Thursday, Gilgeous-Alexander is scoring 30.4 points per game in the playoffs, which puts him in rare air: Michael Jordan, Shaquille O'Neal, Hakeem Olajuwon and Kawhi Leonard are the sole players with a higher scoring average during a title run over the past 40 years. If Oklahoma City finishes off Indiana, Gilgeous-Alexander could also join Jordan, Bryant, LeBron James, Giannis Antetokounmpo and Nikola Jokic as the only champions in league history to average at least 30 points, five rebounds and five assists across a playoff run.
Williams emerged as a possible Finals MVP candidate thanks to his career night Monday, but Gilgeous-Alexander remains the clear favorite if the Thunder can cap its 68-win regular season with a 16th playoff victory. Gilgeous-Alexander has averaged 32.4 points, 5.0 assists, 4.6 rebounds, 2.4 steals and 1.8 blocks against the Pacers, and he came up with several big defensive plays to help Oklahoma City seize control of the series in Game 5.
Gilgeous-Alexander could become the first player since James in 2013 to win MVP and Finals MVP in the same season. The other players to achieve that double in the past 40 years are all basketball royalty: Jordan, O'Neal, Olajuwon, Tim Duncan, Magic Johnson and Larry Bird.
Any time he is presented with his individual achievements or historical comparisons, Gilgeous-Alexander invariably dismisses them with a forced monotone, sticking to the levelheaded philosophy that has served him so well.
"I'm focused on one thing," Gilgeous-Alexander said Monday. "That's winning one more game."
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Jeanie Buss to sell majority stake in Lakers in record deal
With the franchise valued at $10 billion, Buss family reaches agreement to sell the team to Dodgers owner Mark Walter.
By Ben Golliver | 2025-06-19

Jeanie Buss assumed control of the Lakers when her father, Jerry Buss, died in 2013. (Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)


Los Angeles Lakers governor Jeanie Buss has agreed to sell a majority stake of the glamorous basketball franchise to Los Angeles Dodgers owner Mark Walter in an agreement that valued the Lakers at roughly $10 billion, people with knowledge of the agreement confirmed Wednesday.
The Lakers' valuation, which is the highest sale agreement in the history of American professional sports, tops the Boston Celtics' sale price of $6.1 billion in March. ESPN first reported the Lakers' agreement.
The Lakers, who rank second to the Celtics with 17 NBA championships, were purchased by Jerry Buss, Jeanie's father, in 1979 for $67.5 million. Jerry Buss, a real estate investor, transformed the Lakers into a "Showtime" juggernaut and presided over 10 championship seasons before his death in 2013. Thanks to legendary players such as Magic Johnson, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Shaquille O'Neal and Kobe Bryant, the Lakers became one of the biggest and richest brands in pro sports.
Jeanie Buss, 63, assumed control of the Lakers following her father's death and is expected to remain as governor following the sale. During her tenure, the Lakers signed four-time MVP LeBron James in 2018 and won their most recent NBA championship in 2020.
"I just talked to my sister Jeanie Buss to tell her congratulations," Johnson wrote on social media. "I'm so happy for her and family. I told her that her dad Dr. Buss would be very proud of her for getting $10 billion for the Lakers, the largest sports franchise sale in history! ... I can understand why Jeanie sold the team to Mark Walter because they are just alike -- they are competitive people, have big hearts, love to give back, and both prefer to be behind the scenes. This makes all the sense in the world."
Walter, 65, is the CEO of Guggenheim Partners, a global investment firm, and founder of holding company TWG Global. In 2021, Walter and Dodgers co-owner Todd Boehly purchased 27 percent of the Lakers from Philip Anschutz, the billionaire owner of the NHL's Los Angeles Kings. As part of that agreement, Walter obtained rights of first refusal if the Buss family agreed to sell its majority stake.
Walter paid a then-record $2.15 billion to buy the Dodgers from Frank McCourt in 2012. The Dodgers, who had languished outside the MLB playoffs during McCourt's final years as owner, have made the postseason in 12 straight years during Walter's free-spending tenure and won the World Series in 2020 and 2024. This season, the star-studded Dodgers rank second in payroll.
Walter also holds ownership stakes in a variety of other sports franchises, including the English soccer team Chelsea, the Andretti Global racing team and the WNBA's Los Angeles Sparks.
The Lakers' sale comes during a year of major change for the franchise, which struck a blockbuster trade with the Dallas Mavericks to acquire all-star guard Luka Doncic in February. The Lakers ranked first in team merchandise sales during the 2024-25 season and placed third behind the Golden State Warriors and New York Knicks in Forbes' most recent rankings of NBA franchise values.
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Nationals' offense remains MIA in 11th straight loss
On the brink of a sweep by the lowly Rockies, the Nats are now one loss from matching the franchise's worst losing streak, a mark set 17 years ago.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-06-19

Mitchell Parker's expression says plenty after giving up a home run to Colorado's Michael Toglia in the sixth. The Nationals went on to drop their 11th straight game. (Brad Mills/IMAGN IMAGES via Reuters Connect)


Colorado Rockies first baseman Michael Toglia saw the curveball, then crushed it Wednesday night at Nationals Park. Washington left-hander Mitchell Parker saw it make a beeline for the visitor's bullpen, then had some choice words for himself muffled into the fabric of his jersey in the sixth inning.
It wasn't even a bad pitch. That breaking ball had allowed him to cruise through six. That lone bit of damage, the only run he conceded, shouldn't have put the Nationals on the defensive, not against the 17-win Rockies who are headed for the wrong kind of history. But it did. It put the Nationals behind. And as has so often been the case as of late, the slimmest of margins was not one the Nationals could overcome.
The result: More scattered boos, more of the same from a sputtering offense and the Nationals' 11th straight loss, this one a 3-1 defeat to the Rockies.
"Nobody feels sorry for us," Manager Dave Martinez said. "It's the game. We got to keep it going. We got to stay positive and come back tomorrow and try to get that curly W."
The loss tied the Athletics' stretch in May for the longest losing streak in MLB this year. The Nationals (30-44) are one loss from tying the club record for consecutive losses, set in 2008. They have lost back-to-back series against two of the three worst teams in the National League, the Miami Marlins and now the Rockies. They are averaging fewer than three runs per game this month. They will have a chance to prevent a four-game sweep Thursday afternoon.
The Rockies scored again in the seventh when Daylen Lile failed to come up with a diving catch on Orlando Arcia's drive that was ruled a triple and Ryan Ritter pushed him home with a sacrifice bunt. James Wood doubled CJ Abrams home in the seventh to bring Washington back within one. And reliever Jose A. Ferrer put the deficit back at two runs after he allowed a solo shot in the eighth. It spoiled a stellar six innings from Parker, who found his curveball after the first inning, then diced Colorado up with it. He struck out seven of the final nine batters he faced.
"We keep him right there every five days would be awesome," Martinez said. "We talked earlier about finding your strengths. Today, that's what he did."
"That's the game plan every game, pick two to three pitches that are working best that day and ride those," Parker said. "Big step in the right direction."
In June, the Nationals' offensive production has been divvied up like so: They do not score early, and then they turn it on late. Since the start of the month, they have scored just 20 runs in the first six innings, by far the worst mark in baseball. The offense has actually ranked in the top half of baseball in the final three innings this month.
This time, hard contact saturated the first four innings, but runs did not. After four frames, the Rockies had hit eight baseballs at least 100 mph. The Nationals had four off German Marquez. Neither team had a run.
"We really did play well," Martinez said. "We just had nothing to show for it."
Wood and Abrams caught scorching liners in the first to strand Colorado's leadoff hitter at second. Abrams walked to lead off the game and stole the 100th base of his career, but back-to-back fly outs followed the effort. In the second, Brady House's first career steal put a runner in scoring position. Josh Bell and Lile followed with two loud line outs to the outfield. After Jacob Young was caught stealing in the third and Abrams popped up, three Nationals in a row reached.
That kept a run off the board, but Washington's fruitless third will be better remembered for the following: With the bases loaded, House tattooed a liner that looked certain off of the bat. It was low, sure, but the sort of ball that usually gets through. Martinez fist pumped as soon as House made contact. At third base, Arcia snagged it at full extension, laid on his back for a few seconds, then chuckled as Ritter helped him up.
"Honestly, it was a little crushing," House said. "I thought I got the job done, especially with the bases loaded and two outs. Thought I got it done. So it's really upsetting that it didn't happen."
The Nationals then put runners on first and third with two outs in the sixth before Lile grounded out. And with Wood standing on second in the seventh, Luis Garcia Jr. grounded out on the first pitch.
Before the game, Martinez used the word "relax" when asked what Parker needed to do to improve his first-inning woes. The natural follow up, then, was whether he felt his whole team could stand to take that advice during this losing streak.
"Right now, yes," Martinez said with a chuckle. They looked a little looser than usual after a 1-hour 46-minute rain delay. But it didn't matter: Eight of their 11 losses have come by two or fewer runs.
"It stings," Parker said. "But we're going to come back tomorrow. Still a lot of baseball left."
"From the time that I've been here, we've all been trying to pick each other up," House said. "And I honestly can't wait for us getting out there and us getting a win. I'm excited to celebrate."
Notes: Right-hander Mason Thompson (Tommy John surgery) pitched in his first rehab game with a Nationals affiliate, pitching one scoreless inning with Class AA Harrisburg. Paul DeJong, who is rehabbing from a broken nose, homered in the game.
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Trump leaves Juventus speechless with questions on trans issues, Iran
In Oval Office during the Italian soccer giant's White House visit, the president's questions created an awkward silence. "I was caught by surprise," said Tim Weah.
By Des Bieler | 2025-06-19

"They're very diplomatic," President Donald Trump said after members of Juventus declined to respond directly to his questions about transgender athletes. (Tom Brenner For The Washington Post)


During a White House visit Wednesday by Italian soccer giant Juventus, President Donald Trump pressed players and officials from the club on transgender athletes.
The awkward scene unfolded in the Oval Office, where members of the Serie A squad were standing behind Trump as he sat at the Resolute Desk. The visit came ahead of Juventus's FIFA Club World Cup match against United Arab Emirates side Al Ain at D.C.'s Audi Field, which the Italians won, 5-0.
"Could a woman make your team, fellas?" Trump asked the players. "Tell me -- do you think?"
When no one responded directly, Trump said, "You're being nice."
After the president welcomed Juventus and shook hands with the club's two American players, Weston McKennie and Tim Weah, he asked assembled media members whether they had any questions. He took several regarding the Israel-Iran conflict before being asked who he thought was running the White House during the administration of former president Joe Biden.
Trump responded with a reference to his accusations that Biden aides allegedly used an autopen to sign official documents without the former president's knowledge. Turning back toward the Juventus players, he asked them, "You know we had an autopen president before me?"
Trump went on to suggest that part of what he described as an autopen-related "scandal" was that Biden was "never for open borders, and he was never for transgender for everybody, or men playing in women's sports."
That's when the president began repeatedly asking Juventus players and officials for their thoughts on the subject. After first turning to look over his right shoulder, in the direction of McKennie and Weah, to pose his question, Trump turned to his left and pointed at Juventus General Manager Damien Comolli.
"What do you think?" Trump asked Comolli. "Do you think a woman could make the team?"
"We have a very good women's team," Comolli replied.
"But they should be playing with women, right?" Trump said. "You know, one of those things."
When Comolli offered a tight smile but otherwise did not respond, Trump turned back to the media and said, "See? They're very diplomatic."
Trump and other Republican Party politicians and officials have campaigned on their opposition to what they have described as "gender ideology." Within two weeks of taking office in January, Trump signed executive orders targeting transgender people in many walks of life, including athletics.
At a February signing ceremony, Trump said he was directing Secretary of State Marco Rubio to inform the International Olympic Committee that "America rejects transgender lunacy." The president indicated his administration would take action to deter trans athletes from participating in the 2028 Olympics in Los Angeles.
FIFA President Gianni Infantino was also at the White House for the Juventus appearance. He, too, was put on the spot by Trump.
After a reporter asked how FIFA tournament attendance might be impacted by the administration's travel bans, which affect dozens of countries, Trump turned to Infantino. The FIFA head said the bans were "not a concern for us," and that his organization had received "excellent cooperation" from Trump and White House officials. Infantino added that this year's "learnings" from staging the Club World Cup in the United States would apply to 2026, when the World Cup is hosted by the U.S., Canada and Mexico.
"I don't think he's too worried about the travel ban," Trump said of Infantino. "He doesn't know what the travel ban is, I don't think.
"Gianni, tell them what the travel ban is," the president continued.
Infantino laughed in response.
"He doesn't know what it is," Trump told reporters.
After the Juventus win over Al Ain, Weah said that finding himself at the White House was "all a surprise to me, honestly."
"They just told us that we have to go, and I had no choice but to go," the 25-year-old forward said. "I'm not one for the politics, so it wasn't that exciting. It was a bit weird.
"I was caught by surprise, honestly, when he started talking about all the politics with Iran and everything," Weah continued. "I was kind of like, 'I just want to play football.'"
Thomas Floyd contributed to this report.
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The Club World Cup, with no shortage of baggage, comes to Audi Field
Italian giant Juventus flexes its muscle with a 5-0 win over Saudi power Al Ain in the first of three matches the event is staging in D.C.
By Thomas Floyd | 2025-06-19

Juventus forward Randal Kolo Muani drives toward goal during Wednesday night's Club World Cup match against Al Ain and defender Kouame Autonne. (Roberto Schmidt/AFP/Getty Images)


A melange of blue skies, storm clouds and intermittent downpours that hovered over Audi Field before kickoff Wednesday night formed a suitable metaphor for this supersized Club World Cup.
The outlook for the tournament, as a FIFA cash cow, is sunny enough. Any excuse to bring soccer's elite to the United States for matches that count is a unique occasion. In a D.C. market overlooked for the men's World Cup next summer, this event carries outsize significance. (One painful reminder: The tourism ad outside Audi Field that encouraged fans to travel to Philadelphia to get their 2026 World Cup fix.)
As Italian force Juventus rolled to a 5-0 win over the United Arab Emirates' Al Ain, the match wasn't without its highlights. Randal Kolo Muani opened the scoring with a towering 11th-minute header and added a slick breakaway tally in first-half stoppage time. Francisco Conceicao netted an exquisite strike in each half, and Kenan Yildiz lashed a stunner from distance in the 31st. American midfielder Weston McKennie started for Juventus and wore the captain's armband -- drawing the loudest ovation during the lineup announcements -- while U.S. teammate Tim Weah came on to start the second half.
Yet questions of stakes and fan engagement cast a shadow. There were swaths of empty seats at kickoff -- most visibly at midfield and behind the north goal -- despite an announced attendance of 18,161. The atmosphere turned sterile whenever a spirited drummer in the Al Ain supporters' section took a breather. As Juve carved apart its opponent and ran up the score, the match devolved into a glorified training exercise -- not unlike the countless preseason friendlies European clubs have played stateside in past years.
That all came after a fraught photo opportunity earlier in the day that underscored the United States' position on the global stage -- amid tariffs, travel bans and other polarizing policies -- as it hosts fans and athletes from around the world. As Juventus players, staff and executives visited Donald Trump in the Oval Office, the president brought up the debate over transgender women in sports, turned to McKennie and Weah and asked: "Could a woman make your team, fellas? Tell me." As Weah nodded and uttered in the affirmative, Trump responded, "You're being nice."
"They just told us that we have to go, and I had no choice but to go," Weah said after the match. "It was a bit weird. I was caught by surprise, honestly, when he started talking about all the politics."
Long held as a seven-team event, the Club World Cup is being staged for the first time in an ambitious 32-team format amid concerns over fixture congestion, player health and fan interest. Take Juventus, which jumped straight into its Club World Cup preparations after its Serie A campaign ended May 25. Should it advance to the July 13 final, the Italian squad will have just six weeks off before launching the next Serie A season in late August.
FIFA President Gianni Infantino seems unfazed, hailing the spectacle as "a world-class stage where new stories are told" after soccer's governing body announced Tuesday that nearly 1.5 million tickets have been sold. Some matches have lived up to that billing. On Saturday, 60,927 watched Lionel Messi's Inter Miami draw Egyptian club Al Ahly in South Florida. A day later, 80,619 filled the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, California, for PSG's thrashing of Atletico Madrid.
"It's a beautiful competition that has been awaited for a long time," Juventus Manager Igor Tudor said during a news conference Tuesday. "There is a great desire to start, great enthusiasm in the group."
Other matches, however, have been played to half- or mostly empty stadiums. A theoretically appealing clash between MLS club Los Angeles FC and English power Chelsea drew only 22,137 to Atlanta's 71,000-capacity Mercedes-Benz Stadium. The next day, an announced crowd of 3,412 showed up for a match in Orlando between clubs from South Africa and South Korea.
Such a turnout wouldn't surprise at Audi Field's final two games of the tournament, as Austria's FC Salzburg faces Saudi Arabia's Al Hilal on Sunday and Al Ain returns to meet Morrocco's Wydad AC on June 26 -- a 3 p.m. Thursday kickoff.
As Italy's most decorated club, with 36 league titles and two European Cup crowns, Juventus was easily the biggest draw of the Audi Field slate. The Bianconeri entered the tournament with plenty to prove after finishing fourth in Serie A, exiting the Coppa Italia in the quarterfinals and falling early in the Champions League.
Juventus qualified for the Club World Cup on the strength of its UEFA ranking from 2020 to 2024, while Al Ain made the field thanks to its 2023-24 Asian Champions League title. Based in Abu Dhabi, Al Ain has won a record 14 UAE Pro League titles -- though none since 2022. The squad counted the likes of Paraguay playmaker Kaku and former Portugal goalkeeper Rui Patricio among its starters Wednesday but was overmatched all the same.
"Juve wants to win wherever it participates," Tudor said before the match. "We have great respect for everyone."
Based on Wednesday's result, that can't be denied. Whether that trophy is worth the commitment is more difficult to forecast.
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Caitlin Clark, a night of skirmishes, and a WNBA product out of control
After a night of physical fouls and hurt feelings, the WNBA clearly has an officiating problem. Will the league fix it?
By Candace Buckner | 2025-06-18

Indiana Fever guard Sophie Cunningham and Connecticut Sun guard Jacy Sheldon scuffle in the second half Tuesday night. (Michael Conroy/AP) 


INDIANAPOLIS -- Not one ponytailed girl hanging over the railing cried out for the attention and the autograph of a referee. Not a single ticket-buying fan walking around the concourse at Gainbridge Fieldhouse wore a fawning T-shirt with the image of a goat blowing a whistle. And yet, when the Connecticut Sun faced the Indiana Fever on Tuesday night, the officials muscled their way into the spotlight.
That's a problem. For the people who love the WNBA, the players who better have great health insurance just to work in this league, and for the league itself. Because the truth is, the basketball here is evolving, but the inadequate officiating is not.
That was evident during the skirmishes between Sun veteran Marina Mabrey and the Fever's Caitlin Clark, which were followed by a late-game fight between Fever guard Sophie Cunningham and the Sun's Jacy Sheldon. Before all that, the referees swallowed their whistles too many times, missing too many shoves. As a result, Fever Coach Stephanie White delivered some blows of her own. On the night her team became the Eastern Conference representative in the Commissioner's Cup final with an 88-71 win over the Sun, White let loose on officiating that is harming the game.
"Players are faster, they're better, they're bigger, they're stronger," White said. "Things are happening quickly. Everybody's getting better, except the officials."
If the officiating crew had been paying attention, they would have seen this game was boiling from the beginning. Clark had been fending off Sun defenders, either Sheldon or Saniya Rivers, who at times checked her over the length of the court. Clark -- who finishes her pregame routine by absorbing and playing through contact from a male Fever staffer -- would swat their arms away and move to her spots effortlessly. She has no problem giving the physicality right back, which she did before the midway point of the third quarter, throwing a two-handed shove into Sheldon. The refs missed that one.
Clark and Sheldon would meet again. Clark was dribbling with her back to the defender, trying to work the offense, with Sheldon pushing and holding her ground. When Clark turned, Sheldon's hands moved from the lower body to higher up, catching Clark in the face. She instinctively grabbed her eye and just as instinctively pushed Sheldon away. That's when Mabrey and Tina Charles responded. Both rushed in, but Mabrey got there first, ramming into Clark.

Caitlin Clark of the Fever falls to the floor after contact from the Sun's Marina Mabrey, on the far left. (Dylan Buell/Getty Images) 


Soon, the locals were booing and the trolls were steaming. For pushing down this city's darling, Mabrey will never get the hookup at St. Elmo's again. And for savagely ambushing the league's sweetheart (at least in the eyes of the casuals), she will now receive the Chennedy Carter treatment across social media.
The refs could have taken the game back by deeming Mabrey's contact unnecessary and excessive, which would mean an immediate ejection. Instead, the officiating crew huddled for far too long to review the play -- an animated Clark could be seen twirling her hands as if to tell the refs to hurry up -- before deciding that it warranted a mere technical on Mabrey.
A harsher punishment might have served as a warning for everyone to chill out -- and indeed, the foul was upgraded Wednesday to a flagrant 2. Instead, a growing rage mushroomed past the point of control.
"When the officials don't get control of the ballgame, when they allow stuff to happen, and it's been happening all season long ... this is what happens," White said. "You've got competitive women, who are the best in the world at what they do, right? And when you allow them to play physical, and you allow these things to happen, they're going to compete."
White had been sounding an alarm for weeks about "disrespectful" officiating. Tuesday night, there was no bias. Just blindness. How could the officiating trio not have noticed the clashes around the perimeter? The extra stuff happening inside? Or be aware of the potential for bitterness between Mabrey, a fierce competitor and a holdover from the Sun team that eliminated the Fever last year in the playoffs, and Clark, who had her rookie season run-ins with Connecticut?
It seems the refs still haven't learned that it takes more than a long review -- and a decision to essentially play on -- to supervise the most physical basketball league in our land.

Sophie Cunningham of the Indiana Fever drives against the Sun's Saniya Rivers. (Dylan Buell/Getty Images) 


There are a few places on Earth I would never want to find myself alone: a dark alley around Adams Morgan (the rats are more frightening than a mugger), the comments section of a review that doesn't gush over the Cowboy Carter Tour, and the paint in a WNBA arena. Throughout this game -- just like any game in the W, on any given night -- the paint was no place for punks. In the first half, Indiana guard Kelsey Mitchell got yanked down from behind. Later, another Fever guard, Lexie Hull, took a blow to her chin, and somehow she was called for the foul.
And inside this amphitheater of agony, three players collided late in the game, all crashing to the floor, Cunningham being one of them.
Cunningham was lionized on social media for standing up for Clark, but she had her own grievances, motivating her for some good ol' fashioned get-back. So defending Clark probably wasn't top of mind as she chased down Sheldon, grabbed her shoulders, threw her down and incited a fight.
Not one of those "hold-me-back" NBA play fights, either. Hands thrown, grappling moves activated and bystanders on the baseline skittering out of the way.
The paint in the WNBA is a physical and violent and often unsafe place. It's high time these refs learned how to officiate it.
Not just for Clark's benefit, either. Across the league, the demand for improved officiating is growing. Last month, Atlanta Dream center Brittney Griner pulled away from a live interview when she noticed two officials exiting the floor. Incensed about the lack of foul calls, Griner offered some unsolicited advice: "Be f---ing better!"
After a game against the Los Angeles Sparks last week, Las Vegas Aces Coach Becky Hammon rested her face on her left hand and spoke flatly while telling reporters how three-time MVP A'ja Wilson "got elbowed ... [and] was bleeding." No foul was called, but Wilson has missed three games while in concussion protocol. Hammon, who led the Aces to back-to-back titles in 2022 and 2023, scrapped diplomacy this week after rookie Aaliyah Nye also took a hit to the face.

Aliyah Boston of the Fever battles with the Sun's Haley Peters for the ball. (Dylan Buell/Getty Images) 


"It's something that people really have to start looking at because, people are dropping like flies with concussions. And it's not just our team," Hammon said, referencing the head injuries suffered by star rookie Paige Bueckers and the Washington Mystics' Shakira Austin. "There's been too many shots to the face. ... This is a physical game. I don't think anyone's trying to hurt anybody; however, there are some vicious ones."
Back in Indiana, where Mabrey may need to use a pseudonym the next time she books a hotel room, Clark wasn't about to let the fire die. Before leaving the game with 3:48 remaining, Clark hit a three that put her team up 20, then flexed her muscles (she's been in the weight room, you know) and unleashed a primal scream toward the Sun bench.
"I love this game, and I'm going to give it everything I have, so I think that's what competitors do," Clark said. "You just step right back up to the challenge."
Wilson might be the W's MVP, but Clark is the crossover celebrity. If officiating ever allows her to get injured, then the scariest place on Earth just might be among the casuals rioting outside the league office. But it shouldn't take unbridled anger to awaken the WNBA. The league has a problem, and it better fix it before the whole product turns foul.
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WNBA adds fines, flagrant-2 foul after dustups in Fever-Sun game
The league didn't issue any suspensions, but Connecticut's Marina Mabrey and Sophie Cunningham got stiffer penalties than they received during Tuesday's highly charged game.
By Des Bieler | 2025-06-19

Connecticut's Marina Mabrey, left approaches Caitlin Clark after the Sun's Jacy Sheldon made contact with Clark's face. (Dylan Buell/Getty Images)


In the wake of the skirmishes that marked Tuesday's game in Indiana between the Fever and the Connecticut Sun, the WNBA has augmented a pair of penalties issued by the officials.
A technical foul assessed to Connecticut's Marina Mabrey after she pushed Fever star Caitlin Clark to the floor was upgraded to a flagrant-2 foul, the league confirmed Wednesday, meaning Mabrey will receive the standard fine that accompanies a flagrant-2.
Indiana's Sophie Cunningham, who received a flagrant-2 during the game after committing a hard foul against the Sun's Jacy Sheldon, was levied an additional fine. The league did not disclose the amount.
No further punishments were given Wednesday to Sheldon and teammate Lindsay Allen, who were ejected from the game after tangling with Cunningham, or to Clark and Connecticut's Tina Charles, who received technical fouls for the incident in which Mabrey shoved Clark. That sequence also resulted in a flagrant-1 for Sheldon after officials reviewed footage of her making contact with Clark's face.
The WNBA declined to issue any suspensions related to the chippy contest, which Indiana won by an 88-71 margin, or any postgame commentary. Fever Coach Stephanie White was particularly critical of the officials for not getting "control of the ballgame," as she saw it, before it got too physical.

Ava Wallace explains how the officiating in the WNBA has not kept up with the increasing quality of the on-court product.


After asserting at a postgame news conference that WNBA players are "faster, they're better, they're bigger, they're stronger," White said, "Everybody's getting better -- except the officials." Clark, seated next to White at the dais, nodded.
First-year Sun Coach Rachid Meziane -- who replaced White late last year after she parted ways with Connecticut and joined the Fever -- told reporters Tuesday that Cunningham's foul was "stupid" and "disrespectful," adding that Sheldon and Allen "did nothing" to merit being ejected. Asked if he was surprised that Mabrey was not ejected from the game for shoving Clark, Meziane replied he was not, reasoning that Mabrey's reaction was not "very big" and that she had "just tried to be between two players."
The players to whom Meziane was referring were Clark and Sheldon, who made additional contact with each other after Sheldon initially struck Clark's face. The pair's heated interaction drew other players to the scene, at which point Mabrey came up and bumped an unsuspecting Clark to the court.
As soon as Clark was sent sprawling, Sun play-by-play announcer Brendan Glasheen said on the game broadcast, "If the officials saw that, Marina Mabrey is going to get ejected." Instead, after reviewing the sequence, they gave Mabrey a technical foul. Had the officials given her the flagrant-2 she received from the league on Wednesday, Mabrey would have received an automatic ejection.
The fracas involving Cunningham, Sheldon and Allen came with less than a minute to go in the game and the Fever up by 17 points. As Sheldon drove into the lane off a steal, Cunningham wrapped her arms around the Connecticut guard to prevent a layup attempt. Cunningham's act, which involved making contact with Sheldon above the shoulders, led to a number of players pushing and shoving along the baseline.
The unpleasantness between the teams -- who met in the first round of last season's playoffs when the Sun swept the Fever -- had begun before halftime of Tuesday's game. Sheldon and Clark were jawing at each other during a second-quarter stoppage in play when Clark lightly pushed Sheldon away, causing other players to intervene. No action was taken by officials for that episode.
Kareem Copeland contributed to this report.
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Mike Rizzo defends embattled manager Dave Martinez amid Nats' losing streak
During his weekly interview with the Sports Junkies on 106.7 the Fan, Rizzo said Martinez 'still has the pulse of the clubhouse.' 
By Scott Allen | 2025-06-19

Dave Martinez has drawn criticism this month as his Nationals have lost 10 straight. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


The morning after fans booed and chanted "Fire Davey!" during the late innings of the Washington Nationals' 10th straight loss, Mike Rizzo defended his embattled manager and gave no indication that changes to the coaching staff were imminent.
"I have fired managers midseason, I have fired managers after the season, I have fired coaches midseason, I have fired coaches after the season," Rizzo, Washington's president of baseball operations and general manager, said Wednesday during his weekly interview with the Sports Junkies on 106.7 the Fan. "We're all being evaluated, we've all got to look ourselves in the mirror, but we are at a point right now where we are moving forward with our development of these young kids. I think Davey [Martinez] still has the pulse of the clubhouse, he's a great clubhouse presence, he is a calming presence. Once we get through this thing and win a couple of games, which we will, we can right the ship and continue progressing toward winning a championship, whenever that is."
Rizzo said Martinez "got caught in a frustrating moment and kind of lashed out" when he told reporters after a loss to the last-place Miami Marlins on Saturday that coaching was "never" to blame for his team's struggles. Martinez said the next day that his comments, which prompted calls for his job, were not about his players, despite saying "it's always been about the players." But one person familiar with the situation said players were "shocked, dismayed and pissed."
"If he had to do it again, he would've got his point across -- which was supporting the coaches -- in a smoother, better way that didn't ruffle the feathers of the fan base," Rizzo said. "I do think that it took a life of its own, more so with the fan base and in the media than it did in the clubhouse. I know that for a fact. I don't see any unrest or unhappiness [in the clubhouse]. I know Davey talked to all the players after those comments were made. That's behind us. Believe me, that's the least of our worries."
Of greater concern is putting an end to the Nationals' second double-digit losing streak in team history, with the past two defeats coming against the woeful Colorado Rockies, who are a major league-worst 16-57 after improving to 3-2 against Washington.
"There's onus on the players, there's onus on the coaches, there's onus on the manager and there's a great onus on the general manager to do a better job," Rizzo said.

"We're all being evaluated, we all have got to look ourselves in the mirror, but we are at a point right now where we are moving forward with our development of these young kids," Rizzo said Wednesday. (Saul Martinez/For The Washington Post) 


Rizzo acknowledged the fan base's frustration and alluded to the Nationals' ugly start to 2019, when he defended Martinez in similar fashion. That veteran-laden squad managed to turn things around and claim the team's first World Series title.
"You guys had Davey out the door in 2019, too," Rizzo said. "Your station, every other station wanted him fired, the coaches fired, the GM fired, the owners to sell the team. It's the same thing and it's built on frustration, and I get it. Fans are fans. They come, they root for their team, they want to be proud of their team, they want the team to perform well because it's their team. Believe me, we all feel that. But I'm looking at the big picture, the entirety of a season. ... We've got 31/2 months of baseball left. Ten days ago, we were 30-32 and our whole discussion and narrative was different. Hopefully 10 days from now, I'm back here on a Wednesday and we're talking about, 'Wow, we really turned things around.'"
Rizzo took responsibility for the Nationals' disappointing performance this season -- "That's my team that I put out there," he said -- and offered a message for those questioning the progress of Washington's interminable rebuild.
"All these rebuilds aren't linear," he said. "Landscapes change, injuries happen, player performance doesn't develop as on-schedule as you would like. But I think when you see the four or five young position players that we have, and the two or three young starting pitchers that we have, and the three or four bullpen guys that we have, they're all young, controllable players that are going to develop with us and learn with us and learn how to win. When we get to the time where we're ready to win, hopefully we'll invest in the roster and make some moves to put us over the top."
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Diego Luna, full of grit and hunger, is making an impression with USMNT
In January, a broken nose put Diego Luna in the spotlight with the U.S. men's national team. He isn't ready to give it up. 
By Steven Goff | 2025-06-18

Diego Luna played through a broken nose in one of his first USMNT appearances. His grit wasn't lost on Coach Mauricio Pochettino. (Roy K Miller/ISI Photos/USSF/Getty Images for USSF)


AUSTIN -- Diego Luna looked as if he had just spent a few hours with a makeup artist for a horror film.
Blood soaked his white jersey. Cotton plugs hung from his nostrils and a cut marked the point of impact by an opponent's elbow. Already with frosted hair and black-and-red neck tattoos and art up and down his arms and legs, the 21-year-old's head was now an amalgam of contour and color.
It was January in Orlando, the first half of his second U.S. men's national soccer team appearance under new coach Mauricio Pochettino at a camp designed for prospects.
A doctor confirmed the nose was fractured. Luna begged to stay in the friendly against Costa Rica. Pochettino consented.
Within moments of returning, Luna delivered a killer pass setting up the first goal. With that, he quickly became a fan favorite -- and, from all indications, a Pochettino favorite, who, in a postgame interview, said Luna's performance showed "big balls."
It also showed the heart and character Pochettino has demanded in the long buildup to the 2026 World Cup.
"It gave me an opportunity to come back into more camps and show the type of grit and hunger I have to play and represent my country," Luna said, reflecting on his breakthrough episode. "It showcases what Mauricio really liked about me and I think shows other players what's needed in this team -- to fight through everything."
Since then, Luna has taken a leading role among many young candidates vying for a permanent place on Pochettino's roster heading toward the 2026 World Cup, which will take place in the United States, Mexico and Canada.
On Sunday in San Jose, a dozen miles down the 101 from his hometown of Sunnyvale, California, Luna assisted on two goals as part of a 5-0 romp against Trinidad and Tobago in the Concacaf Gold Cup opener. With that, he made a strong case to start again Thursday against Saudi Arabia in Austin.
Luna's emergence comes after the veteran core let down Pochettino at the Concacaf Nations League in March by finishing last among four teams. By both choice and circumstance, the Argentine-born coach opted for a less experienced squad in the Gold Cup.
Luna is not, by any means, the answer to all of Pochettino's problems. For a stocky, 5-foot-8 midfielder in his fourth season with MLS's Real Salt Lake, there is a big difference between thriving against lightweight foes in a regional tournament and, say, Germany in the World Cup.
But Luna has injected energy and desire -- not to mention an above-average skill set -- into the lineup.
"What he's done is what I expect all younger players and new guys who come to camp to do, which is take the opportunity when you get it," veteran defender Walker Zimmerman said. "Diego is the perfect example of someone who's done that the first three camps this year. And now, as you start to get a little bit of a taste, it's about you want more."
Luna credits Pochettino with granting him the freedom to express himself on the field.
"I play my best when I'm happy, when I'm just enjoying it, free, having fun out there, you know?" he said. "People get lost in it with the pressure, the stress, wanting to perform all the time. You've just got to relax and let it be. You work hard, you train on a daily basis to improve, so when it comes to those performance times, just let it happen and you have the quality to do it."
A large tattoo on his left calf epitomizes his ethos: It's of the Joker, from the Batman films, saying, "Why so serious?"

Luna has injected energy and desire into the USMNT lineup. (Darren Yamashita/Imagn Images) 


He is running out of space for more art. "I have room on my back," he said, smiling. Among other tattoos are ones honoring his parents, Beto and Susana, and his 21-month-old son, Manolo.
Luna is the youngest of four. His parents emigrated from Mexico's Michoacan state. Before coaching youth players, including Diego, Beto was a pro with the San Diego Sockers and Milwaukee Wave indoor teams and the San Jose Earthquakes, of the Western Soccer Alliance, in the years between the North American Soccer League's demise in 1985 and MLS's launch in 1996.
"The grit and the hunger I have within me is just from my dad, growing up, always playing [in an older age group] against stronger, faster kids, getting knocked down all the time," Luna said. "Play with my older siblings, always being kind of bullied on the field. It's allowed me to build that strength and continue to fight and get mad and push through tough times when things aren't really going my way."
After competing at the Earthquakes academy, 15-year-old Luna moved on his own to Arizona to join a youth system sponsored by FC Barcelona. That led, at 17, to a contract with El Paso Locomotive in the second-division USL Championship.
A tattoo on his right arm is a reminder of his solo journey: "Loneliness is my worst enemy, but in the end, he's usually my only real friend."
Luna explained: "I moved away at a young age. I never really had a lot of friends. So being alone all the time was something I had to get used to, something that was part of me. I liked being alone."
When his talents took him to Real Salt Lake three summers ago, Luna realized he needed to work on breaking out of his shell. Aside from therapy and church, he took a part-time job as a barista. A few days a week for eight or nine months, he left the training grounds and rotated between two coffee shops in Sandy, Utah, where RSL's stadium is located.
"I needed to meet new people and get out of my comfort zone," he said. "It was eye contact and conversation and bringing positive vibes. That was something I struggled with. I didn't know how to talk to people. It allowed me to express myself and communicate."
Word got around among RSL fans. He would ask their name for their order; they would request his autograph.
Luna's popularity took off in 2024. He made his U.S. debut under then-coach Gregg Berhalter in a January friendly, then enjoyed an MLS season with eight goals and 12 assists. He was named an all-star and MLS's young player of the year.
In the middle of the season, Olympic Coach Marko Mitrovic left him off the Paris-bound squad, which featured mostly players 23 and under. Hurt by the omission, Luna declined an offer to become an alternate. Days later, Luna posted a goal and three assists in an RSL match.
At the time, RSL Coach Pablo Mastroeni said Mitrovic's decision was like "poking the bear."
Reflecting this week, Luna said: "It was a bump in the road. I thought I was doing everything right. It opened up a new level in me and to see maybe I wasn't doing enough."
For a spell, Luna explored the possibility of representing Mexico.
"I'm proud to be Mexican, of course, but to play with the U.S. is where I am right now," he said, "and I'm happy here."
Given his journey, Luna does not take the U.S. opportunity for granted.
"Just being in that national team pool is already crazy," he said. "Now it's about what I am doing every single day to make sure I'm at my best in the right mindset when I get the chance to perform."
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Orioles minor league player dies after personal watercraft accident
Luis Guevara, 19, was reportedly one of four people thrown into the water after a "head-on" collision near Sarasota, Florida. 
By Glynn A. Hill | 2025-06-19

Orioles minor leaguer Luis Guevara, 19, died from injuries suffered Sunday night following an accident involving a personal watercraft. (Thomas Bender/Sarasota Herald-Tribune) 


Luis Guevara, an infielder in the Baltimore Orioles' minor league system, died following an accident involving a personal watercraft Sunday near Lido Key off the coast of Sarasota, Florida, according to multiple reports. He was 19.
"Luis was a beloved member of our organization, and we are devastated following his tragic passing," Orioles General Manager Mike Elias said in a statement. "Our thoughts and prayers are with his family, friends and teammates, and we ask for their continued privacy during this difficult time."
Guevara was one of four people thrown into the water following a "head-on" collision between two water scooters, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission told CNN. People aboard one watercraft suffered minor injuries, while Guevara and another person were taken to the hospital. Guevara died from his injuries.
The Orioles later confirmed that multiple minor league players were involved in the accident.
"On Sunday afternoon, some of our players were involved in a jet ski accident in Sarasota, Florida," the team said in a statement to Fox 13. "Due to the circumstances, Monday and Tuesday's FCL games have been postponed. For the privacy of our players and their families, we will not share additional details at this time."
Baltimore signed the native of Tinaco, Venezuela, as an international free agent in January 2023, and he played his first two seasons in the Dominican Summer League. Guevara made his stateside debut this year, appearing in 30 games this season across Class A Delmarva, Class AA Chesapeake, and most recently the FCL Orioles.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-06-19
MLB
1 p.m. Colorado at Washington >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM), WTEM (980 AM)
1 p.m. Los Angeles Angels at New York Yankees >>> MLB Network
4 p.m. Arizona at Toronto >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
7:15 p.m. New York Mets at Atlanta >>> MLB Network
7:30 p.m. Baltimore at Tampa Bay >>> MASN2, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
11 p.m. San Diego at Los Angeles Dodgers >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
NBA FINALS
8:30 p.m. Game 6: Oklahoma City at Indiana >>> WJLA (Ch. 7), WMAR (Ch. 2)
GOLF
11 a.m. Women's PGA Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
3 p.m. PGA Tour: Travelers Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
6 p.m. Women's PGA Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
3 p.m. FIFA Club World Cup, group stage: Inter Miami vs. Porto >>> TNT
6:30 p.m. Concacaf Gold Cup, group stage: Trinidad and Tobago vs. Haiti >>> Fox Sports 1
9 p.m. Concacaf Gold Cup, group stage: Saudi Arabia at United States >>> Fox Sports 1
TENNIS
5:30 a.m.ATP: Terra Wortmann Open and HSBC Championships, early rounds; WTA: German Open and Nottingham Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL
9 p.m. Canadian Football League: Montreal at Edmonton >>> CBS Sports Network
VOLLEYBALL -- WOMEN'S NATIONS LEAGUE
10:30 a.m. Pool play: United States vs. Poland >>> CBS Sports Network
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Elon Musk's SpaceX Starship explodes on test stand 
The failure sent a giant fireball into the sky over the company's South Texas launch site.
By Christian Davenport | 2025-06-19

SpaceX's Starship spacecraft exploded on its test stand late June 19, sending a large fireball into the South Texas sky.


SpaceX's Starship spacecraft exploded ahead of an engine test late Wednesday, sending a large fireball into the South Texas sky and dealing another major setback to Elon Musk's company.
It was the fourth time the company has lost a Starship spacecraft this year. In three previous test flights, the vehicle came apart or detonated during its flight.
In a post on the social media site X, SpaceX said that the explosion on the test stand, which could be seen for miles, happened at about 11 p.m. Central time. For safety reasons, the company had cleared personnel from around the site, and "all personnel are safe and accounted for," it said.
The company is "actively working to safe the test site and the immediate surrounding area in conjunction with local officials," the post continued. "There are no hazards to residents in surrounding communities, and we ask that individuals do not attempt to approach the area while safing operations continue."
Starship is the world's largest and most powerful rocket, standing some 400 feet tall when fully stacked, and is central to NASA's plans to return astronauts to the moon. The space agency has awarded contracts worth $4 billion to SpaceX for the development of Starship, which it intends to use to ferry astronauts to the lunar surface.
Starship comprises two stages -- the Super Heavy booster, which has 33 engines, and the Starship spacecraft itself, which has six. Before Wednesday's explosion, the spacecraft was standing alone on the test stand, and not mounted on top of the booster, when it blew up. The engines are test-fired on the Starship before it's mounted on the booster.
SpaceX had been hoping to launch within the coming weeks had the engine test been successful.
The setback comes as Musk ended his controversial time in Washington leading the U.S. DOGE Service and after a cantankerous rift with President Donald Trump, who earlier this month threatened to cancel all of the federal contracts held by Musk's companies.
Musk retaliated by vowing to cut off NASA's access to the company's Dragon spacecraft, which is the only way the space agency can fly its astronauts to the International Space Station. Musk later recanted, but the threat sent shock waves through NASA and the Pentagon, which also relies on SpaceX for a variety of crucial missions.
As a result, U.S. officials reached out to several of SpaceX's competitors, urging them to expedite their efforts so that the government would not have to heavily rely on one company.
In an interview May 27, Musk told The Washington Post that he was eager to get back to focusing on SpaceX and Starship, which is also key to his plans to eventually send people to Mars.
Starship, he said, was proving to be a very complicated rocket that was difficult to operate. And he was hoping for a test flight "where hopefully things don't explode. The last few times it exploded. This is a very real concern."
Later that day, the rocket lifted off from its launch site in Texas near the Mexico border, but the spacecraft started tumbling and eventually was lost.
NASA, meanwhile, is eager to get it flying -- as are members of Congress, who want to see U.S. astronauts return to the moon before China. But Starship still has a long way to go before it could be used to land astronauts on the lunar surface.
In addition to being able to fly without blowing up, the Starship needs to be able to refuel in orbit, an exceedingly difficult endeavor that's never before been accomplished. It also has to prove it can safely fly humans on a deep-space mission as well as land autonomously on the moon's surface and navigate the boulders and craters there.
In 2021, NASA awarded SpaceX the lone contract to develop a spacecraft capable of landing people on the moon. Blue Origin, the space venture founded by Jeff Bezos, protested the decision, saying it was dangerous to rely on just one company. It eventually won a contract in 2023, but its lunar lander, known as Blue Moon, isn't scheduled to transport NASA astronauts to the moon until late this decade at the earliest. (Bezos owns The Post.)
It was not the first time SpaceX has lost a rocket or spacecraft on a test site. In 2016, a Falcon 9 rocket exploded ahead of an engine test while perched on its Cape Canaveral launch site. Then, in 2019, a Dragon spacecraft, designed to fly astronauts, exploded on a test stand.
After both incidents, SpaceX was able to determine the problem, fix it and return to flight.
But Starship is a far more complicated vehicle than those two, and the company in recent months has struggled with its development. Wednesday's explosion occurred during testing at a site a few miles from the company's Starbase launch facility ahead of another test flight.
In a post on X, Musk said that preliminary data pointed to a pressure vessel that failed at the top of the rocket.
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ChatGPT isn't great for the planet. Here's how to use AI responsibly.
AI is straining power grids and producing harmful emissions. But being thoughtful about when and how you use chatbots can help.
By Nicolas Rivero | 2025-06-19

(Illustration by Zachary Balcoff/The Washington Post; iStock)


If you care about the environment, it can be hard to tell how you should feel about using AI models such as ChatGPT in your everyday life.
The carbon cost of asking an AI model a single text question can be measured in grams of CO2 -- which is something like 0.0000001 percent of an average American's annual carbon footprint. A query or two or 1,000 won't make a huge dent over the course of a year.
But those little costs start to add up when you multiply them across 1 billion people peppering AI models with requests for text, photos and video. The data centers that host these models can devour more electricity than entire cities. Predictions about their rapid growth have pushed power companies to extend the lives of coal plants and build new natural gas plants. Keeping those computers cool uses freshwater -- about one bottle's worth for every 100 words of text ChatGPT generates.
That doesn't mean you have to shun the technology entirely, according to computer scientists who study AI's energy consumption. But you can be thoughtful about when and how you use AI chatbots.
"Use AI when it makes sense to use it. Don't use AI for everything," said Gudrun Socher, a computer science professor at Munich University of Applied Sciences. For basic tasks, you may not need AI -- and when you do use it, you can choose to use smaller, more energy-efficient models.
For simple questions -- such as finding a store's hours or looking up a basic fact -- you're better off using a search engine or going directly to a trusted website than asking an AI model, Socher said.
A Google search takes about 10 times less energy than a ChatGPT query, according to a 2024 analysis from Goldman Sachs -- although that may change as Google makes AI responses a bigger part of search. For now, a determined user can avoid prompting Google's default AI-generated summaries by switching over to the "Web" search tab, which is one of the options alongside images and news. Adding "-ai" to the end of a search query also seems to work. Other search engines, including DuckDuckGo, give you the option to turn off AI summaries.
If you have a thornier problem, especially one that involves summarizing, revising or translating text, then it's worth using an AI chatbot, Socher said.
For some tasks, using AI might actually generate less CO2 than doing it yourself, according to Bill Tomlinson, a professor of informatics at the University of California at Irvine.
"The real question isn't: Does [AI] have impact or not? Yes, it clearly does," Tomlinson said. "The question is: What would you do instead? What are you replacing?"
An AI model can spit out a page of text or an image in seconds, while typing or digitally illustrating your own version might take an hour on your laptop. In that time, a laptop and a human worker will cause more CO2 pollution than an AI prompt, according to a paper Tomlinson co-authored last year.
Tomlinson acknowledged there are many other reasons you might not choose to let AI write or illustrate something for you -- including worries about accuracy, quality, plagiarism and so on -- but he argued it could lower emissions if you use it to save labor and laptop time.
Not all AI models are equal: You can choose between bigger models that use more computing power to tackle complicated questions or small ones designed to give shorter, quicker answers using less power.
ChatGPT, for instance, allows paying users to toggle between its default GPT-4o model, the bigger and more powerful GPT-4.5 model, and the smaller o4-mini model. Socher said the mini is good enough for most situations.
But there's something of a trade-off between size, energy use and accuracy, according to Socher, who tested the performance of 14 AI language models from Meta, Alibaba, DeepSeek and a Silicon Valley start-up called Deep Cogito in a paper published Thursday. (Socher and her co-author, Maximilian Dauner, couldn't test popular models such as OpenAI's ChatGPT or Google's Gemini because those companies don't share their code publicly.)
Socher and Dauner asked the AI models 500 multiple-choice and 500 free-response questions on high school math, world history, international law, philosophy and abstract algebra. Bigger models gave more accurate answers but used several times more energy than smaller models.
If you have a request for an AI chatbot that involves grappling with complicated or theoretical concepts -- such as philosophy or abstract algebra -- it's worth the energy cost to use a bigger model, Socher said. But for simpler tasks, such as reviewing a high school math assignment, a smaller model might get the job done with less energy.
No matter what model you use, you can save energy by asking the AI to be concise when you don't need long answers -- and keeping your own questions short and to the point. Models use more energy for every extra word they process.
"People often mistake these things as having some sort of sentience," said Vijay Gadepally, a senior scientist at the MIT Lincoln Laboratory who studies ways to make AI more sustainable. "You don't need to say 'please' and 'thank you.' It's okay. They don't mind."
Using AI doesn't just mean going to a chatbot and typing in a question. You're also using AI every time an algorithm organizes your social media feed, recommends a song or filters your spam email.
"We may not even realize it ... because a lot of this is just hidden from us," Gadepally said.
If you're not a ChatGPT power user, these behind-the-scenes algorithms probably represent the bulk of your AI usage -- and there's not much you can do about it other than using the internet less. It's up to the companies that are integrating AI into every aspect of our digital lives to find ways to do it with less energy and damage to the planet.
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'It destroys the purpose of humanity': Customers are saying no to AI
Customers are starting to push back against AI in their favorite products, worried about jobs, quality and the meaning of art.
By Heather Kelly | 2025-06-19

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post)


For 581 days in a row, artist Karen Crow dutifully opened language-learning app Duolingo and practiced her French. For the past decade, she used audiobook service Audible to listen to books while working and traveling.
But at the end of May, Crow canceled both subscriptions over the companies' decisions to use more artificial intelligence. Language-learning app Duolingo said in April it was replacing some contractors with AI to more than double the number of language lessons it offers. Audiobook company Audible, which is owned by Amazon, said in May it was adding AI narration options that publishers could use to create audiobooks. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
"I've been very loyal and spent a lot of money" on these services, said Crow, 51. The Pittsburgh-based resident worries about AI's negative impact on the environment and what happens to culture when creativity is taken over by automation. "If enough people leave, hopefully they kind of rethink this."
Consumers and creative professionals such as Crow are voicing their discontent at the ways some companies are using more AI, especially when it replaces jobs typically handled by humans. In thousands of comments and posts about Audible and Duolingo that The Post reviewed across social media -- including on Reddit, YouTube, Threads and TikTok -- people threatened to cancel subscriptions, voiced concern for human translators and narrators, and said AI creates inferior experiences.
"It destroys the purpose of humanity. We have so many amazing abilities to create art and music and just appreciate what's around us," said Kayla Ellsworth, a 21-year-old college student. "Some of the things that are the most important to us are being replaced by things that are not real."
Since ChatGPT launched at the end of 2022, AI chatbots have taken off in popularity, with people using them for brainstorming, internet searches, companionship and therapy. Many companies joined the rush and started to wedge AI into their existing products. Zoom offers AI summaries of conference calls, and Microsoft Office apps have AI around every corner, waiting to help write a letter or make a presentation. Behind the scenes, companies are using AI to take over more human tasks such as customer service work and coding.
While many AI tools are a hit, integration doesn't always go smoothly when people feel the technology tries to take over human tasks. Education tech company Chegg received backlash after announcing it would use more AI, but at the same time it has lost customers to AI such as Google summaries and ChatGPT. Google pulled an Olympics ad that showed a girl using AI to help write a letter to her favorite athlete after backlash. In 2022, Google added AI narration options for audiobooks, followed by Apple's digital narration feature in 2023. They were similarly met with pushback online but are smaller players in audiobooks compared with Audible.
"With Duolingo and Audible, you are choosing to use this. This is a personal pleasure you are paying for a product to get," said Alice E. Marwick, director of research at Data & Society. "In both cases this feels like a sense of loss, that there is something about these products that was interesting or special that's lost to AI."
Duolingo built up an enthusiastic online following with irreverent videos starring its mascot, a green owl costume with a human inside. The Owl has posted thirst traps, held a funeral and hopped on every viral meme. After Duolingo's AI announcement, its social media comments filled with upset fans, many of whom said AI was already creating nonsensical translations.
In a statement, Duolingo said that the company has always used AI and that it's part of a goal to make its tools universally available.
"This isn't about replacing people with AI. Our goal is to use AI to make Duolingo better, and to allow our talented people to focus on creative work and solving big problems. We're hiring across all departments," the company said.
People in creative jobs are already on edge about the role AI is playing in their fields. On sites such as Etsy, clearly AI-generated art and other products are pushing out some original crafters who make a living on their creations. AI is being used to write romance novels and coloring books, design logos and make presentations.
A group of high-profile authors is currently suing Meta, for example, over use of their work to train Llama, its open-source AI models. There are a number of ongoing lawsuits against AI companies for training their systems on text, data and images scraped from websites, writing and art without consent of authors, which the AI companies claim is fair use.
"I was promised tech would make everything easier so I could enjoy life," author Brittany Moone says. "Now it's leaving me all the dishes and the laundry so AI can make the art."
Moone, whose first book -- a supernatural tale set in San Francisco -- is being published later this year, says she would much rather save up the money for a human narrator.
Audible emphasized that its AI tools could be used for titles that might not have the budget for an audio option, such as older books, independent publications and translations. It can cost thousands of dollars and take weeks to produce an audiobook with a human narrator. With AI, it will probably cost far less.
"These tools will give select publishers another option to create audiobooks that would otherwise not have been made. This is an "and" strategy to bring more titles to audio, complementing our continued investment in human narration, expanding listener choice and giving the works of more authors the wider audience they deserve," an Audible spokesperson said in a statement.
Audiobook narrator Erin deWard said she suspects these use cases are just a first step for the industry and that it could come for narrator jobs in the future. She says there are things AI narration could never replicate, such as passion.
"For current AI, which sounds really good in terms of tone, reading a sex scene is hilarious," deWard says. "Even if they were able to program an AI to be breathier, to ramp up the rhythm, it still is not going to be the same as a human narrator who has experienced a sexual encounter."
Mesut Cicek, an assistant marketing professor at Washington State University, found in a recent study that simply having the term "AI" in a product description was enough to turn off potential customers. In his ongoing research, he says he's finding the biggest reason for consumers not wanting AI is concerns about people losing their jobs, followed by issues such as privacy and quality. What's unclear is how companies will deal with those concerns, he said.
"There will be some companies that are going to differentiate themselves by saying no to AI. But it will probably be niche because it will increase their costs," Cicek said. "The people will be willing to pay more for things just made by humans."
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6 great tech products for your summer fun
We've got ideas to capture your vacation memories, distract your kids or take your outdoor adventures to the next level. 
By Shira Ovide | 2025-06-18
Retail therapy is almost never the answer. But sometimes, your summer can really be funner with a perfect product discovery.
With the help of a few smarty-pants at The Washington Post, I've assembled a list of gear or technology services that can take your summer to the next level. You might still be able to snag one of these for Father's Day, too.
(The Post doesn't make money if you buy this stuff.)
Shane O'Neill, who writes The Post's great Style Memo newsletter, is persuasively enthusiastic about a water flossing gizmo:
The best thing that has happened to my mouth in the past 12 months is this water flosser.
The freshness I feel after thoroughly power-washing your gumline is just the kind of grounding ritual I need to feel slightly saner when breaking up my routine on the road.
Yes, it's a little bulky for travel, but I never regret having it with me. Just get a slightly bigger dopp kit!
Full disclosure: I originally bought the pricier and fancier Sonicare version, but I ended up accidentally snapping off its nozzle while traveling. Go with the Waterpik, and go with God.
Trisha Thadani, a Post technology reporter, sang the praises of AllTrails, the app with hiking maps and trail navigation directions for iPhones and Android phones.
Trisha said AllTrails was a big help on a 10-day Alpine backpacking trip that crossed through three countries. She said it was useful to download the route for the trip, organized with maps for each day's planned hike.
The AllTrails app can nag you if you've made a wrong turn, even if you don't have mobile service. (Just make sure to download the hiking map to your phone before you hit the trail.)
You can use AllTrails for free but you'll need a subscription, starting at $2.99 a month or $35.99 a year, for all but the most basic features.
If your outdoor adventures include camping, Trisha is also a fan of the Jetboil Fast Boil for meals.

(Fujifilm)


Photos of your summer adventures or your beautiful garden are too good to stay stuck on your smartphone.
That's why Junne Joaquin Alcantara, a Post design editor, turns to this Fujifilm Instax Mini Link 3. The printer, with a list price of about $90 to $100, turns a smartphone snapshot into a printed photograph the size of a credit card or other sizes.
If you're old enough to remember Polaroid cameras, it's like that.
He warns that prices have increased for the photo paper you need, which costs roughly $1.25 to $2 for each photo. You'll also need to use the Instax smartphone app to print.
I'm on the record saying that all printers must be murdered, but this is a rare exception.

(Garrett Metal Detectors)


Personal technology writer Heather Kelly declared this $128 handheld metal detector "fun for the whole family, but mostly keeps kids busy while you read."
Her kiddos have found plenty of nails and scraps of metal, but "no priceless artifacts just yet," Heather says.
An accurate, fast kitchen thermometer is a home cook's ticket to making sure you don't poison yourself with undercooked meat and to producing perfectly baked bread.
Post technology news analysis writer Will Oremus says his family likes their roughly $20 ThermoPro instant-read thermometer. And it sticks to the fridge with magnets so the thermometer doesn't get buried in your kitchen junk drawer.
Becky Krystal, the recipes editor for Washington Post Food, is a fan of the kitchen classic Thermapen One thermometer.

(Monica Rodman/The Washington Post) 


If you have an anxious brain as I do, the greatest gift you can give yourself is a quality portable battery so you'll never worry about your phone running out of juice.
I was on a seven-hour flight recently with no in-seat power outlets, and I was able to recharge my phone to make sure it was ready for adventure as soon as I landed.
The Post's resident gadget nerd, Chris Velazco, recommends this $45 Anker portable battery. The company's products tend to be quality, though do check details of a new recall for one model of Anker batteries.
Another reliable brand for portable batteries is Nimble, which includes a prepaid shipping label to send your old electronics for proper recycling.
Watch: 5 tech gadgets that can make your next flight easier.
And if you have a favorite technology for summer fun (or to distract your precious little ones), drop me a line and tell me about it.
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'He's right there!': How the Minnesota attacks and manhunt unfolded
As questions mount over what led to the shootings, which officials said were politically motivated, harrowing details have emerged about the attacks and the manhunt.
By Holly Bailey, Tim Craig, Daniel Wu, Praveena Somasundaram, Maria Luisa Paul | 2025-06-19

Members of law enforcement agencies search for shooting suspect Vance Boelter at a house in Belle Plaine, Minnesota, on Sunday. (George Walker IV/AP)


MINNEAPOLIS -- Wendy Thomas and her neighbors in Green Isle, Minnesota, had been asked to remain vigilant on Sunday as law enforcement officers, aided by drones and a state police helicopter, combed the area.
They were looking for her neighbor, Vance Boelter -- a man Thomas had once invited to her home for a hog roast. She said she had been stunned to learn that he was wanted in connection with two shootings at the homes of state lawmakers. So when she paid a quick visit to another neighbor's house and saw something out of the corner of her eye while driving away, she was on high alert.
"Dad, there's a person," she recalled telling her father on the phone.
To her left was a man she said appeared to be wearing all black and was covered in mud. He seemed to sense her looking at him, Thomas said, and he quickly moved toward a patch of tall grass, squatting low near a culvert as if trying to hide. Thomas, 43, couldn't tell, but she said she felt in her gut that it was Boelter, the man authorities were searching for in connection to the attacks that had killed state Rep. Melissa Hortman (D) and her husband, and critically injured state Sen. John Hoffman (D) and his wife.
No one else was around. The officers who had been searching the area were miles to the east. Thomas tried not to panic.
The decision to make that short drive to her neighbor's house put her at the center of what was described as the state's largest manhunt. As questions mount over what led to the shootings, which officials said were politically motivated, harrowing details have emerged about the days leading up to the attacks and the more than 40-hour search for the suspect that followed. This account is based on interviews with witnesses, victims' friends and people who know the suspect, along with court records.

Authorities gather at a baseball park in Green Isle, Minnesota, on Sunday, as they searched for Vance Boelter. (Craig Lassig/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Thomas sped up after seeing the man crouching in the grass, then suddenly saw an officer driving toward her. She began waving her arms out the window, and the officer pulled to a stop.
"He's right there!" Thomas said she shouted, pointing back toward her neighbor's land.
An army of law enforcement vehicles raced to the area. The sun was going down. A police helicopter shone its light into the farm fields and a drone buzzed overhead. Officers marched through the muddy land in search of the man Thomas had seen in the grass.
Boelter, 57, soon surrendered, and police later said he had been armed.
"It hit me hard. Like, I could have been shot right there," Thomas said. "But I don't think I was a threat. I don't think any of us were unless we would have tried to approach him. ... I don't think that was his mission out here."
But what his mission was, she and her other neighbors still don't understand. Boelter was charged in the shootings on Monday. Thomas said it remains a shock that their neighbor was implicated in such a horrific crime at all.
He was friendly and respectful, but he kept to himself, she said. She knew he and his family were religious, and she had never heard him talk about politics or current events, she said.
"Never in a million years would I have guessed he would do anything like this," Thomas said.
It began with a knock at about 2 a.m. on Saturday in Champlin, about 20 minutes northwest of Minneapolis. A man claiming to be a police officer said he was responding to reports of a shooting at the Hoffmans' home, according to court records.
But the Hoffmans soon realized something was amiss. When the man lowered the flashlight he had shone in their eyes, Yvette Hoffman realized he was wearing a flesh-colored mask, records state.
The couple confronted him, and John Hoffman tried to push him out the door, the complaint states. The man in the mask opened fire. The Hoffmans were each shot multiple times, authorities said. Both survived the attack. Their daughter called 911 to report the shooting -- the same crime the man said he was there to investigate.
Over the next 90 minutes, the gunman -- who had fled the first house -- went to at least three more Minnesota lawmakers' homes, authorities said. Eighteen minutes after the Hoffmans' daughter had called 911, he arrived outside the door of another lawmaker in nearby Maple Grove, another Minneapolis suburb about 15 miles south of the Hoffmans' home.

Images of the realistic mask worn by Vance Boelter during the shootings. (Tim Evans/Reuters)


As he rang that person's doorbell, he was again wearing the mask and claiming to be a police officer. The lawmaker and her family weren't home, court records state. The man eventually left. State Rep. Kristin Bahner (D) said in a statement Wednesday that it was her home and that "divine intervention" had kept her and her family safe.
About 12 minutes later, a police officer was dispatched to the home of a third lawmaker in nearby New Hope for a wellness check after the shooting at the Hoffmans' house. The officer reported seeing a bald man in a black SUV with police-style lights outside the home, which she believed had been sent there to protect the lawmaker, court records state. The officer tried to speak to the man in the vehicle, but he didn't respond, according to records.
The officer drove up to the lawmaker's home and waited for backup. By the time other officers arrived, the man in the SUV had driven away, court documents state. State Sen. Ann Rest later said the man was parked near her home. She credited law enforcement's quick actions, which she said in a statement "saved my life."
Nearly an hour later, at about 3:30 a.m., police arrived at Hortman's home in Brooklyn Park for a safety check. The black SUV with the police lights -- and a fake license plate that said "POLICE" -- was there, and a man wearing dark clothing was standing outside the house, court records state. Moments later, "Boelter fired several gunshots into the house as he moved forward, entering the Hortmans' home," according to court records.

Devin Bruce of Minneapolis places flowers at a memorial for the Hortmans outside the state Capitol in St. Paul, Minnesota, on Sunday. (Craig Lassig/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


As police moved in, officers saw him shoot Mark Hortman, who was standing in the door, according to a state charging document. Then Boelter exchanged gunfire with the officers before rushing into the house, where he shot Melissa Hortman and the couple's dog, court records state. The Hortmans were both killed in the attack. The dog, a golden retriever named Gilbert that Melissa Hortman had tried to train to become a service dog, later had to be put down.
Boelter fled through the back door, leaving behind his SUV, guns registered in his name, notebooks detailing his plans, and a GPS device with the addresses of lawmakers, according to court records. The suspect's disappearance led to a shelter-in-place in Brooklyn Park, where officers spent hours going door-to-door looking for him.
While the events began unfolding early Saturday, officials said preparation for the violent rampage might have started at least five days earlier when they allege Boelter bought materials at a Fleet Farm store to make the fake license plate used to disguise his SUV as a police vehicle during the attacks. He also stalked his victims, according to officials, by collecting addresses and information about their families and houses -- some of which was written in the notebook found in his vehicle. Almost all of those listed are Democrats, officials said.
"It is no exaggeration to say that his crimes are the stuff of nightmares," Joseph H. Thompson, acting U.S. attorney for the District of Minnesota, said during a news conference. "Boelter stalked his victims like prey."

Joseph H. Thompson, Minnesota's acting U.S. attorney, announces plans to bring numerous federal charges against Boelter on Monday. (Tim Evans/Reuters)


As police searched the area near the Hortmans' home, they found a 9mm handgun they said Boelter had purchased in 2000 and the face mask and tactical vest they said he was wearing during the attacks, court records state. Surveillance footage also showed him returning to a rental house where he sometimes lived with two roommates, police said.
Brooklyn Park Police Chief Mark Bruley said they are trying to account for Boelter's movements between the time officers saw him fleeing the Hortmans' home and when he appeared at the rental house about eight miles away hours later.
Boelter allegedly sent text messages to his roommates Saturday morning. David Carlson, one of the roommates, later read the messages to reporters.
"I made some choices, and you guys don't know anything about this, but I'm going to be gone for a while," the message read, according to Carlson. "May be dead shortly, so I just want to let you know I love you guys both and I wish it hadn't gone this way."
At 6:18 a.m., Boelter also texted his wife and other family members, according to court records. He wrote: "Dad went to war last night." In a separate text to his wife, Boelter allegedly wrote: "Words are not gonna explain how sorry I am for this situation. There's gonna be some people coming to the house armed and trigger-happy and I don't want you guys around."
Then at about 7 a.m., Boelter met a stranger at a bus stop to purchase their electronic bike. The man, whom authorities did not identify, told law enforcement that in addition to the bike, Boelter offered to buy the man's Buick sedan, according to the complaint.
As the search for the gunman continued, state Sen. Erin Maye Quade (D) awoke in her Apple Valley home to a slew of missed texts and calls. She was barely awake when the phone rang again and a friend told her the news: Hortman had been killed, and Hoffman, one of her best friends in the state Capitol, was badly injured. The shooter was on the loose.
The first thing Maye Quade thought to do was whisk her three-year-old daughter to a closet to hide.
"I literally was sitting on the floor of my closet holding my baby," Maye Quade said. "And I looked at my wife, and I said, 'How did I not have a plan for this?'"
Maye Quade and her wife threw some clothes into a suitcase and drove to another location. Many colleagues made similar evacuations that morning, which they shared in panicked texts on group chats.
Thomas, Boelter's neighbor, was in Minneapolis on Saturday morning helping a friend work her booth at a farmers market when her phone began "blowing up" with text messages. The texts were followed by a phone call from one of her neighbors in Green Isle who was shouting: "It's your neighbor! It's Vance!"
Thomas was mystified. "What are you talking about?" she asked. "It's Vance! He's the suspect!" her neighbor replied.
Sometime Saturday morning, officials also located Boelter's wife in Onamia, a small town about 90 miles north of Minneapolis, and asked to search her vehicle. Officials located two handguns, about $10,000 in cash, and passports for herself and her children, according to the federal complaint.
By Saturday afternoon, a massive contingent of law enforcement agencies had joined in the search for Boelter, including state and local police; the FBI; members of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives; and the U.S. Marshals Service.
Thomas learned through her neighbor phone tree that some of those law enforcement officers had descended on Green Isle, shutting down the roads closest to the Boelter home -- including one that leads to her house.

Members of law enforcement agencies walk through a field near a vehicle suspected to belong to shooting suspect Vance Boelter, on Sunday. (George Walker IV/AP)


On Sunday, law enforcement was back in force in the small town of about 500. Early that morning, investigators received a report of someone riding an e-bike about two miles northeast of the Boelter's family home. Officials were unable to locate anybody. That morning, the Buick that authorities said Boelter had bought had been found abandoned near that same area.
Inside the car, they found a handwritten letter to the FBI from "Dr. Vance Luther Boelter" that said he was "the shooter at large in Minnesota involved in the 2 shootings," according to court records.
Boelter was captured in a field at about 9:10 p.m. after Thomas alerted the officer that she had seen a man hiding in the grass. She considered the irony that she had spotted him from her Chevy as law enforcement officers with military-style equipment had flooded the area.
As things quieted once most law enforcement and reporters left the small town, Thomas said she and other neighbors have thought about Boelter's wife and children. She joined a group of them Monday to place "no trespassing" signs along the family's property "to be safe."
"Neighbors, you know," she said. "Just looking out for things."
Craig, Wu, Somasundaram and Paul reported from Washington. Patrick Marley, Shannon Osaka, Niha Masih and Teddy Amenabar contributed to this report.
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Trump administration will shut LGBTQ youth-focused suicide prevention line
As of July 17, the national hotline will stop giving callers the option to connect with counselors trained to work with LGBTQ youths.
By Kelsey Ables | 2025-06-19

A Montgomery County crisis hotline worker logs in a summary of a call from her home office in Maryland in 2020. (Katherine Frey/The Washington Post)


The Trump administration said it will shut down the national suicide prevention hotline's LGBTQ youth-focused services, terminating a program designed to offer expert help to a group that is especially vulnerable to suicide.
The announcement sparked concern among LGBTQ advocates and some mental health professionals, as the Trump administration continues its efforts to roll back LGBTQ rights and dismantle diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives. The White House Office of Management and Budget characterized the service as an attempt to encourage children to embrace "radical gender ideology," Reuters reported, a term the Trump administration has used repeatedly to target the LGBTQ community.
"The administration's decision to remove a bipartisan, evidence-based service that has effectively supported a high-risk group of young people through their darkest moments is incomprehensible," Jaymes Black, chief executive of the Trevor Project, one of seven organizations that took calls for the service, said in a statement Wednesday. Government data shows the hotline has provided services to about 1.3 million LGBTQ young people since it was established in 2022. The nonprofit is petitioning to keep the line open.
Callers to the 988 suicide prevention hotline had been given the option to "press 3" and connect with counselors trained to work with LGBTQ people 25 and younger. In a Tuesday statement, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration said that as of July 17, the hotline "will no longer silo LGB+ youth services."
Since returning to office, President Donald Trump has launched numerous efforts affecting LGBTQ people, especially the transgender community, including by attempting to halt transgender and nonbinary passport applications, narrowly defining the "sexes" that the United States recognizes -- in a way that scientific experts say is oversimplified and inaccurate -- and trying to stop youth access to gender transition care around the country. Courts have blocked many of the efforts.
The Trevor Project, whose 24/7 crisis line will remain accessible, received a 700 percent surge in calls and messages the day after Trump's reelection in November, The Washington Post reported. While the Trevor Project's services will continue, Kevin Wong, a spokesperson for the organization, said it had "been able to double its lifesaving impact" through the 988 hotline. Last year, about half of the Trevor Project's roughly 500,000 crisis contacts came in through 988, he said.
Lesbian, gay and bisexual teens are more than four times as likely to attempt suicide than their heterosexual peers, and research indicates 40 percent of transgender people have attempted suicide, with youth rates the highest.
"In my experience as a nurse working with youth and adults who have attempted suicide, tailored services can make a difference in a person's mental health," Kristen Choi, a psychiatric mental health nurse practitioner and health services researcher at UCLA, wrote in an email, adding that LGBTQ youths "experience significant barriers to accessing mental health care."
Neir Eshel, a psychiatry professor at Stanford University, runs a clinic specifically for LGBTQ adults and said that lets "my patients know it's a safe place for them to go."
"Similarly, the LGBTQ+ youth suicide prevention line allows people in their most vulnerable moments to know that they can get help without being judged for who they are or who they are attracted to," he said. "I hope that this service stays running, for the sake of all the people who are in a dark place in their lives and just need a supportive voice to lift them up."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/06/19/trump-lgbtq-youth-suicide-hotline/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Hate crime case against Boulder attack suspect can proceed, judge rules
Mohammed Sabry Soliman's lawyer argued that his alleged victims were targeted for their political views, not their ancestry.
By Ari Schneider, Jeremy Roebuck | 2025-06-19

Activists gather to march down Pearl Street on June 8 during the 30th annual Boulder Jewish Festival, a week after an attack that injured multiple people in Boulder, Colorado. (Mark Makela/Reuters)


DENVER -- A federal judge on Wednesday ruled there was sufficient evidence for prosecutors to pursue a hate crime charge against the man accused of hurling molotov cocktails at a group of demonstrators calling for the release Israeli hostages in Gaza earlier this month.
But U.S. Magistrate Judge Kathryn Starnella said it would be up to a jury to decide whether the June 1 attack in Boulder was motivated by hostility toward the victims' political views or their perceived national origin.
Mohammed Sabry Soliman -- a 45-year-old Egyptian national -- told investigators he wanted to "kill all Zionist people" as he confessed to the unprovoked assault that left at least a dozen people injured, including a Holocaust survivor and a child in a wheelchair, according to the criminal complaint filed in his case.
But in testimony Wednesday, FBI Special Agent Timothy Chan acknowledged that Soliman also maintained throughout his post-arrest interview that he had no issue with Jewish people in general and said he'd worked well with bosses who were Jewish in his past jobs at a medical center and as an Uber driver.
"The big debate is whether Mr. Soliman was motivated by the protesters' national origin," the judge said as she issued her ruling, according to the Denver Post. "One could construe the evidence and arguments presented by the government today as that Mr. Soliman was motivated by hatred of those who support the creation and maintenance of the Israeli state. So therefore, one could argue that by virtue of having animosity for people who support the existence of the Israeli state, that then brings this matter under the element of national origin."
The federal hate crime statute -- which could carry a sentence of up to life in prison should Soliman be convicted -- requires prosecutors to prove that the perpetrator targeted victims based on their race, color, religion or national origin.
Defense lawyer David Kraut argued Soliman could not be convicted under the law because he allegedly chose victims for their assumed political ideology: support for the Zionist movement, the nation of Israel or the country's occupation of Gaza. He was not motivated by their Jewish faith or any belief he may have had that his alleged targets were Israeli, Kraut maintained.
"He defines Zionism according to political opinion, not national origin or ancestry," Kraut said, according to the Denver Post. "Every time he was asked ... it became very clear his definition hinges on political views."
Assistant U.S. Attorney Melissa Hindman stressed that Soliman told FBI agents he chose to target the Boulder group Run for Their Lives because they were carrying Israeli flags.
"In all of his words, what he is showing is that he is targeting Israelis," Hindman said, according to the Denver Post. "And he is targeting anyone who supports the existence of Israel on that land."
In allowing the case to move forward, Starnella gave some credence to that claim, though she noted that the legal threshold for Wednesday's preliminary hearing was lower than what the government would need to prove to convict Soliman at trial.
Throughout the nearly three-hour proceeding, Soliman sat quietly next to his attorney, dressed in a brown, jail-issued T-shirt and his right hand wrapped in bandages. Chan said Soliman had burned himself in the attack.
The attack followed other high-profile violence targeting American Jews, including the April firebombing of Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro's residence and the slayings last month of a young couple as they exited a Jewish museum in Washington. 
According to the complaint in Soliman's case, he told agents that he intended to kill all of the roughly 20 demonstrators at the Run for Their Lives event, which focused on hostages held in Gaza since Oct. 7, 2023. But he managed to lob only two of the 18 molotov cocktails he'd prepared before "he got scared," the charging document states.
In addition to the federal case, Soliman, who yelled "Free Palestine" during the attack, is facing multiple counts including attempted murder and assault in Colorado state court.
Federal authorities have said they intend to deport him, his wife, Hayam El Gamal, and their five children, who range in age from 4 to 18 years old.
According to the Department of Homeland Security, Soliman entered the United States on a tourist visa in 2022 and applied for political asylum the next month, claiming his family as dependents. His visa expired in 2023. Lawyers for his family members said in a recent court filing that the asylum claim remains pending.
A federal judge in Colorado temporarily blocked the removal of Soliman's wife and children earlier this month -- an order he extended Wednesday. The Soliman family has since been moved to an immigration detention center in Central Texas, while he remains in federal custody in Colorado.
In a statement shared by her immigration lawyer on social media Wednesday -- her first since she was taken into custody -- El Gamal said she and her children were "in total shock" over the accusations against her husband.
The attorney, Eric Lee, said El Gamal dictated the statement to him from immigration lockup. She said she and her children had been "treated like animals by the officers, who told us we are being punished for what my husband is accused of doing."
"Since coming to America three years ago, we have tried to do everything right," the statement continued. "We got work permits. We learned English. ... We have always tried to be good neighbors, cooking food for those around us regardless of whether they are Muslim, Christian or Jewish. I do not judge anyone based on his religion. If your heart is good, that's enough."
Roebuck reported from Washington.
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ICE used info sheriff's deputy shared in Signal chat to detain student
Caroline Dias Goncalves was stopped and arrested by immigration agents moments after a sheriff's deputy pulled her over for a routine traffic stop.
By Maria Luisa Paul, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Tobi Raji, Marie Rose Sheinerman | 2025-06-19

Police stopped Carolina Dias Goncalves for a traffic violation near Lomo, Colorado, on June 5. After her data was shared on Signal, she was arrested by ICE.


Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents detained a college student in Colorado after local law enforcement shared information about her with federal agents in a group chat, unaware that it would be used for immigration enforcement, officials said.
Caroline Dias Goncalves, 19, was stopped by a Mesa County sheriff's deputy near Loma, Colorado, on June 5 for driving too close to a semitruck. The sheriff's deputy let Dias Goncalves go with a warning, according to body-camera footage.
Soon after, ICE agents stopped Dias Goncalves, arrested her and took her to the Denver Contract Detention Facility, an immigrant detention center in Colorado. Dias Goncalves, a nursing student at the University of Utah who is from Brazil, is expected to be released on bond after being held there since her arrest, Jonathan M. Hyman, Dias Goncalves's lawyer, said in an email Wednesday.
The Mesa County Sheriff's Office said in a statement that their investigation found that Alexander Zwinck, the sheriff's deputy who initially pulled Dias Goncalves over, belonged to a group chat on Signal, an encrypted messaging app. The chat involved federal, state and local authorities "for the purpose of reducing illegal drug trafficking in Colorado."
Details about the June 5 traffic stop were shared in the group chat, leading to Dias Goncalves's arrest by federal immigration authorities, the statement said. The sheriff's office stressed that it was "unaware that the communication group was used for anything other than drug interdiction efforts."
The chat was created by authorities with Homeland Security Investigations -- the enforcement arm of the Department of Homeland Security, said Molly Casey, a spokesperson for the Mesa County Sheriff's Office. The drug interdiction team regularly shared information about the stops it conducted in the group chat, she said. All members of the sheriff's office have since been removed from the group after an internal investigation.
The sheriff's office said it could not provide The Washington Post the text of the Signal messages.
News of Dias Goncalves's detention comes as the White House has aggressively pushed to increase deportations and immigrant rights groups have raised questions about law enforcement's cooperation with ICE. Colorado is one of several states that restricts state and local law enforcement's ability to coordinate with federal immigration agents.
"Without knowing how this multi agency task force operates and how information is shared, it is difficult to determine the intention of the deputy or ICE in using this information as a means to unlawfully detain immigrants," said Hyman, Dias Goncalves's lawyer. "Is every driver subjected to a traffic stop placed in a multi agency database and their immigration status disclosed?"
During the traffic stop, Zwinck, a deputy assigned to the drug interdiction team who has been with the sheriff's office for 11 years, asked Dias Goncalves, "Where are you from? You got a little bit of an accent." After she answered, "I'm from Utah," he followed up, "Born and raised?" Dias Goncalves then shared that she was born in Brazil and moved to the United States with her parents, body-cam footage showed.
The Department of Homeland Security said in a statement that Dias Goncalves, whose family overstayed their six-month tourist visa over a decade ago, is not authorized to be in the country.
"President Trump and Secretary Noem are committed to restoring integrity to the visa program and ensuring it is not abused to allow aliens a permanent one-way ticket to remain in the U.S.," DHS said. "She will remain in ICE custody pending her immigration proceedings."
Three years ago, the family applied for asylum and received work authorization and Social Security numbers, said Dias Goncalves' mother, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because she fears attracting attention from ICE. Their case remains pending. People who have applied for asylum are generally protected from deportation while their cases are being resolved -- though that has changed under the Trump administration.
Dias Goncalves's mother said her family legally arrived in the U.S. in September 2012 but overstayed their visa.
"We just didn't know what the laws around that were," she said. "We were just trying to escape violence."
When Dias Goncalves was about 6, a group of armed men surrounded the family while they were pulling up at a friend's house, the mother said. As she tried to grab her sleeping daughter from the car, the men pointed guns at their heads and threatened to kill them. Dias Goncalves "was traumatized and refused to eat, sleep or leave the house" afterward, the mother said.
The gunmen later contacted the family with more threats. That episode, combined with previous robberies and a kidnapping, prompted the family to flee their home in Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil's southernmost state.
"All I wanted was to give Caroline better opportunities, a chance at life without violence," her mother said.
After the arrest, Dias Goncalves first spoke to her mother three days later, on June 8. Her mother said ICE agents would not tell her where she was or how to reach her, so she had to wait for her daughter to call. Since then, Dias Goncalves has spoken to her mother every day. On Tuesday, she kept repeating, "I want to be home, mama!" her mother said.
The detention of Dias Goncalves, who aspires to be a pediatric nurse, comes amid a growing sense of uncertainty among "dreamers," undocumented immigrants who came to the U.S. as children. Last month, Ximena Arias Cristobal, 19, was detained by ICE in Georgia after a mistaken traffic stop and later released on bond.
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Karen Read found not guilty of boyfriend's murder in retrial
Prosecutors alleged Read hit her boyfriend with her car after an argument. Her lawyers argued she was framed in a law enforcement cover-up.
By Kim Bellware | 2025-06-19

Karen Read hugs lawyer Alan Jackson after a not guilty verdict on second-degree murder is read Wednesday in Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Mass. (Greg Derr/The Patriot Ledger/AP) 


A Massachusetts jury on Wednesday found Karen Read not guilty of killing her police officer boyfriend, John O'Keefe, acquitting her a year after a judge declared a mistrial on identical charges.
Prosecutors alleged that Read, a former equity analyst and adjunct professor at Bentley College, fatally hit O'Keefe with her SUV amid an argument after a night out drinking in 2022, while defense lawyers argued that law enforcement framed Read as part of a cover-up. The dramatic and complex case became a tabloid and true-crime fixture, drawing outsize national attention and throngs of supporters for each side, who rallied daily outside the courthouse.
Read was found not guilty on charges of second-degree murder, manslaughter while operating under the influence of alcohol and leaving the scene of personal injury and death. A jury found her guilty on the lesser charge of drunken driving, a charge for which Read faces one year of probation.
The jury delivered its verdict after 21 hours of deliberations. Read, dressed in a light blue suit, looked emotional as she hugged her legal team and her father as the verdict was read. An eruption of cheers from Read's supporters outside the courthouse could be heard from inside the courtroom.
Outside, Read's pink-clad loyalists sang "The Star Spangled Banner" and whooped in celebration. A short time later, Read appeared outside the courthouse to thank her supporters for their financial and emotional support over the past few years.
"The second thing I want to say is: No one has fought harder for justice for John O'Keefe than I have," Read said. She and her legal team flashed the "I love you" hand sign that had been adopted as a gesture of solidarity among Read's supporters.
The O'Keefe family did not publicly address reporters after the verdict. But several trial witnesses for the prosecution released a statement saying that their "hearts are with John and the entire O'Keefe family" who had "suffered through so much and deserved better from our justice system." The statement was signed by witnesses including Jennifer McCabe, who was with Read and O'Keefe the night he died, and Brian Albert, who owned the home where Read dropped off O'Keefe and last saw him alive.
"The result is a devastating miscarriage of justice," the statement said.
Read's first trial ended last July in a mistrial, with jurors deadlocked after more than 26 hours of deliberations.

Read's supporters react as she leaves the courthouse Wednesday. (AP Photo/Josh Reynolds)


The verdict puts an end to a retrial that began in April and that, like its predecessor, stretched into a months-long obsession for people in the Boston area and around the country. For more than three years, trial watchers have remained transfixed by the dramatic story fueled by dueling narratives: One of a stormy romance between Read, 45, and O'Keefe, 46, that ended in the police officer's murder, or one of an innocent woman framed by her boyfriend's conspiratorial law enforcement colleagues.
At the retrial, both the prosecution and defense adopted a "less is more strategy," moderating their approach based on what worked in the first trial, said Daniel Medwed, a law professor at Northeastern University who has followed both of Read's trials. Both sides called fewer witnesses. Special prosecutor Hank Brennan tried the case for the state instead of Norfolk Assistant District Attorney Adam Lally, and Read expanded her defense counsel to include a civil attorney who served as a juror in her first trial.
The prosecution and defense agreed on how the night of Jan. 28, 2022, began: with O'Keefe and Read drinking at the Waterfall Bar in Canton, Massachusetts. There, they ran into Boston Police Sgt. Brian Albert, who invited them to a party at his Canton home. Read drove O'Keefe in her black Lexus SUV to Albert's party without going inside. They also agree that Read found O'Keefe unresponsive outside Albert's house the next morning. In between, the two sides have drastically different views on events. An autopsy determined that he died of a combination of hypothermia and blunt-force trauma.
According to prosecutors, the couple had a turbulent relationship and were fighting the night Read dropped O'Keefe off at the party. They alleged she fatally struck him while making a three-point turn in Albert's driveway and sped off, citing Read's vehicle data. Their evidence focused on a broken taillight on Read's SUV, bits of which were found at the scene, and testimony of a paramedic-firefighter who said she heard Read repeatedly cry "I hit him" after O'Keefe's body was found the next morning.
The defense proposed a different theory: that the investigation into O'Keefe's death was plagued by corruption and misconduct and that evidence was mishandled to implicate Read. The defense said investigators failed to search Albert's home and cited the behavior of Michael Proctor, the case's lead investigator who was later fired by the Massachusetts State Police because of alleged misconduct that included crude and sexist text messages about Read.

A jury on June 18 found Karen Read not guilty of second-degree murder and manslaughter in the 2022 death of her boyfriend, Boston police officer John O'Keefe.


As the prosecution put forth a "tighter, more precise" case with fewer unforced errors, the defense coalesced around a "reasonable doubt" theory that the government would not be able to meet its burden of proving that Read struck O'Keefe, Medwed said. The defense leaned heavily into undermining the prosecution's argument with crash reconstruction and forensic experts testifying about when Read's taillight was broken.
During the first trial, Medwed said the defense had leaned more heavily on a theory of an alternative attacker, postulating that O'Keefe was attacked by Albert's dog and beaten by members of local law enforcement at the party before he was tossed outside to die in an oncoming snowstorm.
Forensic experts for the defense said O'Keefe's injuries were inconsistent with being struck at the speed at which the prosecutors claimed Read was driving and said Read's taillight damage was from striking another vehicle in the driveway.
Read did not take the stand in her trial.
Both Read's and O'Keefe's family members were regular fixtures at the trial, which drew so many demonstrators that Judge Beverly Cannone extended the buffer zone outside the courthouse. "Justice for John" sign holders faced off against Read's pink-clad supporters, who flashed the "I love you" hand sign each time the defendant passed by.
Medwed said that while cameras in court and live streams of trials have made it easier to follow high-profile cases like Read's, the trial also had unlikely characters -- a telegenic woman accused of murder and a police officer victim whose death wasn't in the line of duty -- and the powerful pull of conspiracy theories.
"The case is a really spicy stew for public consumption," Medwed said. "There were several ingredients that, unsurprisingly, captured a lot of attention."
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Mike Rizzo defends embattled manager Dave Martinez amid Nats' losing streak
During his weekly interview with the Sports Junkies on 106.7 the Fan, Rizzo said Martinez 'still has the pulse of the clubhouse.' 
By Scott Allen | 2025-06-19

Dave Martinez has drawn criticism this month as his Nationals have lost 10 straight. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


The morning after fans booed and chanted "Fire Davey!" during the late innings of the Washington Nationals' 10th straight loss, Mike Rizzo defended his embattled manager and gave no indication that changes to the coaching staff were imminent.
"I have fired managers midseason, I have fired managers after the season, I have fired coaches midseason, I have fired coaches after the season," Rizzo, Washington's president of baseball operations and general manager, said Wednesday during his weekly interview with the Sports Junkies on 106.7 the Fan. "We're all being evaluated, we've all got to look ourselves in the mirror, but we are at a point right now where we are moving forward with our development of these young kids. I think Davey [Martinez] still has the pulse of the clubhouse, he's a great clubhouse presence, he is a calming presence. Once we get through this thing and win a couple of games, which we will, we can right the ship and continue progressing toward winning a championship, whenever that is."
Rizzo said Martinez "got caught in a frustrating moment and kind of lashed out" when he told reporters after a loss to the last-place Miami Marlins on Saturday that coaching was "never" to blame for his team's struggles. Martinez said the next day that his comments, which prompted calls for his job, were not about his players, despite saying "it's always been about the players." But one person familiar with the situation said players were "shocked, dismayed and pissed."
"If he had to do it again, he would've got his point across -- which was supporting the coaches -- in a smoother, better way that didn't ruffle the feathers of the fan base," Rizzo said. "I do think that it took a life of its own, more so with the fan base and in the media than it did in the clubhouse. I know that for a fact. I don't see any unrest or unhappiness [in the clubhouse]. I know Davey talked to all the players after those comments were made. That's behind us. Believe me, that's the least of our worries."
Of greater concern is putting an end to the Nationals' second double-digit losing streak in team history, with the past two defeats coming against the woeful Colorado Rockies, who are a major league-worst 16-57 after improving to 3-2 against Washington.
"There's onus on the players, there's onus on the coaches, there's onus on the manager and there's a great onus on the general manager to do a better job," Rizzo said.

"We're all being evaluated, we all have got to look ourselves in the mirror, but we are at a point right now where we are moving forward with our development of these young kids," Rizzo said Wednesday. (Saul Martinez/For The Washington Post) 


Rizzo acknowledged the fan base's frustration and alluded to the Nationals' ugly start to 2019, when he defended Martinez in similar fashion. That veteran-laden squad managed to turn things around and claim the team's first World Series title.
"You guys had Davey out the door in 2019, too," Rizzo said. "Your station, every other station wanted him fired, the coaches fired, the GM fired, the owners to sell the team. It's the same thing and it's built on frustration, and I get it. Fans are fans. They come, they root for their team, they want to be proud of their team, they want the team to perform well because it's their team. Believe me, we all feel that. But I'm looking at the big picture, the entirety of a season. ... We've got 31/2 months of baseball left. Ten days ago, we were 30-32 and our whole discussion and narrative was different. Hopefully 10 days from now, I'm back here on a Wednesday and we're talking about, 'Wow, we really turned things around.'"
Rizzo took responsibility for the Nationals' disappointing performance this season -- "That's my team that I put out there," he said -- and offered a message for those questioning the progress of Washington's interminable rebuild.
"All these rebuilds aren't linear," he said. "Landscapes change, injuries happen, player performance doesn't develop as on-schedule as you would like. But I think when you see the four or five young position players that we have, and the two or three young starting pitchers that we have, and the three or four bullpen guys that we have, they're all young, controllable players that are going to develop with us and learn with us and learn how to win. When we get to the time where we're ready to win, hopefully we'll invest in the roster and make some moves to put us over the top."
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Brain-dead woman taken off life support after delivering baby, family says
Adriana Smith, who was declared brain-dead, delivered her baby months after doctors cited Georgia's strict abortion law to keep her on life support, her family says.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2025-06-18

April Newkirk, the mother of Adriana Smith, is handed flowers as people gather in Atlanta on June 15 to celebrate Smith's life and rally against Georgia's abortion law. (Megan Varner/Reuters)


The baby of a brain-dead Georgia woman who was kept on life support for months was delivered Friday, according to the woman's family -- reigniting debates over medical consent and end-of-life decisions for pregnant women since the fall of Roe v. Wade.
The baby, a boy, weighed 1 pound 13 ounces, the woman's mother said. The family named him Chance.
His mother, Adriana Smith, 31, was declared brain-dead in February when she was about nine weeks pregnant. Doctors told her family that maintaining life support was their only option because Georgia bans abortion after fetal cardiac activity can be detected, around six weeks, the Atlanta-based station 11Alive reported. On Tuesday, Smith was taken off life support, according to the family.
"I'm her mother," April Newkirk told 11Alive in an interview. "I shouldn't be burying my daughter."
Smith's story, as told by her family, has painted a picture of the consequences pregnant patients could face if they are no longer capable of making their own medical decisions in states where abortion is largely illegal. As the case garnered nationwide attention, it spurred concerns about how health care providers consider the legal status of a fetus and its mother and their fears about violating the law. Smith's family said Georgia's "heartbeat" bill forced their hand.
"I'm not saying that we would have chose to terminate her pregnancy," Newkirk told 11Alive last month. "What I'm saying is, we should have had a choice."
Smith's baby was delivered via an emergency Caesarean section, Newkirk said. The baby was taken to the hospital's neonatal intensive care unit, or NICU, she said.
The specifics of the care Smith received are unclear, and The Washington Post has not been able to independently confirm the details of the baby's delivery or the removal from life support. The Post was unable to reach Smith's family for an interview.
Emory Healthcare, where Smith's family says she was treated, said it could not comment on individual matters and circumstances, citing legal requirements to maintain patient confidentiality. In a statement to The Post on Wednesday, Emory added that it "uses consensus from clinical experts, medical literature and legal guidance to support our providers as they make medical recommendations."
In May, when news of Smith's situation emerged, Emory had also cited compliance with "Georgia's abortion laws" as one factor influencing its treatment recommendations for each patient.
Signed in 2019, Georgia's abortion law recognizes a fetus as a person. That legal status, staunchly supported by antiabortion groups, came into fuller view after Roe was reversed in 2022, allowing states to codify fetal personhood measures. Such laws have introduced new issues of civil and criminal liability for providers of reproductive care, including abortion and in vitro fertilization.
In May, the confrontation between Smith's care and the law metastasized into a greater conversation among lawmakers, activists and advocates about Georgia's abortion ban.
One GOP legislator who sponsored the ban said the hospital acted appropriately. But Georgia's Republican attorney general said the law did not require medical professionals to keep a woman on life support after brain death.

Smith was kept on life support for months at Emory University Hospital in Atlanta. (Megan Varner/Reuters)


Smith first went to a hospital seeking treatment for headaches, according to 11Alive, which first reported the story. She was given medication and released.
By the end of the next day, Smith was declared brain-dead, according to her family. A CT scan completed at another hospital had shown blood clots in her brain, but doctors weren't able to save her, according to 11Alive. Smith's family said keeping her on life support was the only option they were given. Newkirk said in May, when Smith was around 21 weeks of pregnancy, that the plan was to keep her daughter on life support until she reached 32 weeks.
Since then, Smith had been kept on a ventilator at an Emory hospital where she had worked as a nurse -- a fact Newkirk said she wanted others to know.
"The same field that she worked in is the same people who failed her," Newkirk told 11Alive on Monday.
Friday's delivery was a few weeks earlier than doctors planned to deliver the baby, according to Newkirk. It's unclear why the emergency C-section was performed.
Throughout interviews with the local outlet, Newkirk said the care for her daughter, who was Black and already had a young son, had been compromised from the beginning, when she sought treatment for the headaches she suffered.
On Tuesday, the day Smith was taken off life support, three House Democrats -- including Rep. Nikema Williams of Georgia -- introduced a resolution that stemmed from her case, describing it as her family's "prolonged ordeal without their consent" that was the "direct result of the Black maternal health crisis." The resolution called on states to repeal laws that ban abortion and to clarify fetal personhood measures.
In an interview hours before she said her daughter would be removed from life support, Newkirk said she wished she could have had more time with Smith. She said she wished the same for Smith's two sons.
"Lay on her chest, you know, skin to skin," she said. "That's not possible."
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Seven charged in 'largest jewelry heist in U.S. history' after $100M theft
The men are accused of stealing gold, diamonds, rubies, emeralds and luxury watches from a Brink's truck in California in 2022.
By Annabelle Timsit | 2025-06-18

(iStock)


Seven men have been charged with stealing approximately $100 million worth of gold, diamonds, rubies, emeralds and luxury watches in 2022, in what prosecutors called the "largest jewelry heist in U.S. history."
The defendants -- Carlos Victor Mestanza Cercado, Jorge Enrique Alban, Jazael Padilla Resto, Eduardo Macias Ibarra, Pablo Raul Lugo Larroig, Jeson Nelon Presilla Flores and Victor Hugo Valencia Solorzano -- were named in an indictment returned last week, the Justice Department said in a statement Tuesday.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Jena A. MacCabe, lead attorney for the case, said that Lugo and Flores appeared in court on Tuesday and are now in custody pending trial. Their attorneys did not immediately respond to requests for comment. Padilla is in prison in Arizona serving a sentence for third-degree burglary and is expected to appear in federal court in the coming weeks, the Justice Department said.
Four of the men were still at large, the Associated Press reported.
The federal charges come after a years-long investigation into the unprecedented heist, which stunned law enforcement and left several jewelers bankrupt, according to the Los Angeles Times.
Akil Davis, assistant director in charge of the FBI's Los Angeles Field Office, said in a statement that he was "gratified that we can finally begin to give answers to the victims of this massive theft and deliver them a measure of justice by holding these defendants accountable."
The heist occurred on July 10, 2022, on the sidelines of an international jewelry show in San Mateo, California. According to the indictment, Mestanza, Lugo, Alban and other defendants tracked a Brink's armored semitruck containing millions of dollars of jewelry as it left the show and headed south. They are accused of following the truck for approximately 300 miles overnight, to rest stops in Buttonwillow and Lebec, north of Los Angeles. During the rest stop in Lebec, prosecutors said the defendants stole 24 bags containing about $100 million of jewelry from the truck.
Law enforcement recovered some of the jewelry Monday while executing search warrants, the Justice Department said.
Some of the men are also accused of participating in three other robberies in California around that time: According to the indictment, on March 2, 2022, Mestanza, Padilla, Lugo and Valencia stole $240,573 worth of Samsung Electronics from a truck at a rest stop in Ontario. About a week later, according to the indictment, those four men and Alban stole $57,377 worth of Apple AirTags from a box truck in Fontana, and one man threatened the truck driver with a knife. Finally, on May 25, Mestanza, Padilla, Lugo, Valencia and Alban allegedly stole $14,081 worth of Samsung Electronics from a semitruck in Fontana.
All seven were charged with conspiracy to commit theft from interstate and foreign shipment and theft from interstate and foreign shipment. Mestanza, Padilla, Lugo, Valencia, and Alban are also charged with conspiracy to interfere with commerce by robbery and interference with commerce by robbery, as well as theft from interstate and foreign shipment, the Justice Department said.
The indictment lays out how the men traveled to various locations, "including traveling long distances, to identify and rob, steal, unlawfully take, and unlawfully carry away goods and chattels from victims who were operating in and affecting interstate and foreign commerce."
But the haul from the suspects' alleged July 10-11 jewelry heist was significantly larger than those from the previous robberies described in the indictment.
Some of the jewelers whose merchandise was stolen have been engaged in a legal battle with the security company Brink's over disagreements about the true value of the haul, the L.A. Times reported. The jewelers sued Brink's, alleging gross negligence, and claimed their goods were valued at $100 million, the outlet said.
Brink's filed its own lawsuit that said that the jewelers "substantially under-declared the value of their shipments," and said the declared value of the stolen goods was close to $9 million.
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Judge pauses Trump's ban on trans, nonbinary passport options
U.S. District Judge Julia Kobick said the State Department's passport policy "likely violates the constitutional rights of thousands of Americans."
By Leo Sands | 2025-06-18

A passport issued with an "X" gender designation. (Thomas Peipert/AP)


A federal judge has ruled that transgender and nonbinary Americans should be able to reflect their gender identities on newly issued passports, temporarily blocking the Trump administration's efforts to limit the sex options available on new passports.
In a court order Tuesday, U.S. District Judge Julia Kobick said the State Department must immediately allow all trans and nonbinary people in need of new passports to be able to self-select the sex designation that appears on the document, widening a preliminary injunction she granted in April for six plaintiffs in the case.
Tuesday's court order, which is temporary as the lawsuit continues, marks a reprieve for transgender and nonbinary travelers in their ongoing legal challenge against the enforcement of Trump's January executive order, which defined a person's sex by their reproductive cells at conception and ordered the State Department to issues passports accordingly.
That month, the State Department stopped allowing passport applicants to designate their sex as "X" and ordered new passports to be issued according to a person's sex at birth.
On Tuesday, Kobick said the State Department's policy "likely violates the constitutional rights of thousands of Americans." She ordered a pause to the State Department's enforcement of the policy for all transgender and nonbinary people who don't hold a valid passport, those who have one that is set to expire in the next year, and those who need to change their passport so it aligns with their gender identity and name.
She said she was convinced that those groups "are likely to face significant hardships absent preliminary injunctive relief."
In her ruling, Kobick said the plaintiffs had "demonstrated that they are likely to succeed on the merits of their claims that the Passport Policy violates their constitutional right to equal protection of the laws." In the April preliminary injunction, Kobick had found that plaintiffs made a convincing case that the State Department's passport policy discriminates on the basis of sex and is "rooted in irrational prejudice toward transgender Americans."
In an email Wednesday morning, White House deputy press secretary Anna Kelly characterized the ruling as an attempt to push "radical gender ideology." She added: "There are only two genders, there is no such thing as gender 'X.'"
Government attorneys had argued that the executive order and passport policy were not motivated by animus toward transgender people and were not discriminatory because they did not single people out on the basis of their sex or transgender status.
Kobick, who sits on the U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts and was nominated by President Joe Biden in 2023, also found that the government's attorneys had not offered sufficient evidence to substantiate their legal argument that blocking the order could harm the executive branch's diplomatic relations with foreign powers. She also reiterated her April ruling that the plaintiffs had demonstrated that they are likely to succeed in their claim that the passport policy runs afoul of sections of the Administrative Procedure Act.
In effect, the ruling temporarily reinstates the State Department's policy introduced by the Biden administration in 2021, which allowed trans and nonbinary passport holders to select "male," "female" or "X" as their sex designation on new documents.
"We encourage all class members impacted by this policy to take advantage of this injunctive relief and we will do everything we can to block this policy permanently," Li Nowlin-Sohl, a staff attorney at the American Civil Liberties Union, which represented the plaintiffs, said in a statement Tuesday. She welcomed the ruling as a "critical victory" against discrimination, describing the State Department's policy as a "baseless barrier" imposed against transgender, nonbinary and intersex Americans.
A spokesperson for the State Department said early Wednesday it does not comment on pending or ongoing litigation.
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Jurors are deliberating in Karen Read's retrial. Here's what to know.
Karen Read is charged with killing her police officer boyfriend John O'Keefe. She is being retried after her first case ended with a deadlocked jury last year.
By Kim Bellware | 2025-06-18

Karen Read, right, waves to her supporters outside Norfolk Superior Court during jury deliberations for her trial on Monday in Dedham, Massachusetts. (Charles Krupa/AP)


For the second time in less than a year, a Massachusetts jury is deliberating whether Karen Read is guilty of killing John O'Keefe, her police officer boyfriend, in a dramatic murder case that continues to sharply divide a Massachusetts community.
Jurors reconvened Wednesday morning to begin a third full day of deliberations, after both sides rested Friday afternoon. They are tasked with deciding whether they believe the prosecution's theory that Read, a former equity analyst and adjunct professor at Bentley College, killed O'Keefe in a fit of rage amid a souring romance -- or the defense's, that members of the tight-knit Boston law enforcement community framed Read in a cover-up.
On Tuesday, jurors sent several questions to the judge, including one asking whether finding Read not guilty on two charges but deadlocking on a third would result in a hung jury for all charges. Judge Beverly Cannone told lawyers "this is a theoretical question, not a question I can answer," and said jurors must not consider the consequences of their verdict.
"It's quite possible that they're considering a 'mercy verdict,' or a split verdict," said Daniel Medwed, a Northeastern University law professor who has followed Read's trials. "They might have doubt that [Read] struck [O'Keefe], but have a feeling she did something wrong, and are looking for a charge to hang those feelings on."
The complex case became a source of national interest among true-crime fans, with supporters of each side demonstrating at the courthouse and passionately arguing online. Read's initial trial ended last July in a mistrial when the jury deadlocked.
Here's what to know:
The prosecution and defense agree on how the night of Jan. 28, 2022, began: O'Keefe, 46, and Read, 45, drank at the Waterfall Bar in Canton, Massachusetts, where they ran into Boston Police Sgt. Brian Albert and were invited to a party at his Canton home. Read drove O'Keefe in her black Lexus SUV to Albert's party without going inside. After that, the narratives diverge.
Read found O'Keefe unresponsive outside Albert's house the next morning. An autopsy determined that he died of a combination of hypothermia and blunt-force trauma.
Prosecutors said the couple had been fighting before Read dropped O'Keefe off, and alleged that she fatally struck him while making a three-point turn and then sped away, citing Read's vehicle data. They pointed to a broken taillight on Read's SUV, bits of which were found at the scene, and testimony of a paramedic-firefighter who said she heard Read repeatedly cry "I hit him" after O'Keefe's body was found the next morning. Jurors also heard angry, expletive-filled voicemails Read left O'Keefe after leaving him at the party.

Karen Read listens to testimony during her murder trial in Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Massachusetts, on June 6. (Mark Stockwell/Pool/Sun Chronicle)


The defense argued O'Keefe was beaten up inside Albert's home, attacked by Albert's dog and then tossed outside and left to die in the an oncoming snowstorm. They cited their own forensic experts, who testified O'Keefe's injuries were inconsistent with being struck at the speed at which the prosecutors claimed Read was driving, and said Read's taillight damage was from striking another vehicle in the driveway.
Read's lawyers suggested the case's lead investigator Michael Proctor -- who was later fired by the Massachusetts State Police because of alleged misconduct that included crude and sexist text messages about Read -- possibly colluded to plant pieces of Read's taillight near O'Keefe's body.
Read was charged with second-degree murder, manslaughter while operating under the influence of alcohol and leaving the scene of personal injury and death. Her first trial lasted nearly three months and had more than 70 witnesses testify, ending July 1, 2024, when Judge Cannone declared a mistrial after jurors deadlocked following 26 hours of deliberation.
The jurors said in their final note to Cannone that they were at an unmovable impasse with perspectives on the evidence "sharply divided."
After the mistrial, Read participated in several media interviews, including a lengthy Vanity Fair interview and a docuseries. O'Keefe's family filed a wrongful-death lawsuit in civil court in August against Read and two bars the couple visited the night of his death. A judge ordered a stay in that case until after Read's second criminal trial completed.

Dina Warchal of Waltham, Massachusetts, a Karen Read supporter, listens to closing arguments of Read's trial from her car parked at the edge of the protest buffer zone around Norfolk Superior Court on Friday. (Josh Reynolds/AP)


Read faces the same three charges as she did in her first trial. Many of the arguments and general theories of the case remained the same, though fewer witnesses were called for the retrial, which began in April.
Notably, prosecutors did not call to the stand Proctor, who had been the state's star witness in the 2024 trial. On the witness stand in the first trial, Proctor was forced to admit he sent texts mocking Read's health condition, making crude insults and joking with colleagues about searching Read's phone for nude photos. In one message, he wrote that he wished she would "kill herself." Proctor said his comments had "zero impact" on O'Keefe's death investigation. After the mistrial, Massachusetts State Police removed him from the detective unit.
As with the first trial, Read did not take the stand in her defense.
Since 2022, Read's case has become fodder for true-crime fans, conspiracy theorists and cable-news watchers drawn to the soap-opera-like narrative that included a telegenic murder victim and female murder suspect, details of a bitter romance and theories of a police cover-up.

Karen Read is surrounded by reporters as she and her legal team leave Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Massachusetts, on Friday. (Josh Reynolds/AP)


The trials have drawn dueling groups of demonstrators, forcing the judge ahead of the retrial to extend the buffer zone outside the courthouse. Police supporters called for justice for O'Keefe, while Read's supporters rallied to her side believing her to be the victim of a powerful law enforcement conspiracy.
Aidan Kearney, a local blogger known as "Turtleboy" who has vocally supported the theory that Read was framed, has generated his own set of headlines that further drove interest in Read's case. Kearney had previously filmed confrontations with witnesses in Read's case and was later indicted for witness intimidation. Kearney denied any wrongdoing and argued his actions were protected under the First Amendment. His case is still ongoing.
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Live updates: Israel to intensify strikes on Iran after key hospital is hit
The Soroka Medical Center strike caused "extensive damage," the hospital said. Iran said it targeted military and intelligence headquarters near the hospital.
By Lior Soroka, Frances Vinall, Niha Masih, Andrew Jeong, Abbie Cheeseman, Annabelle Timsit, Sammy Westfall, Dan Lamothe, Matt Viser, Mustafa Salim, Amaya Verde, Alvaro Valino, N. Kirkpatrick, Natalia Abbakumova, Paul Schemm, Washington Post staff, Ilan Ben Zion, Joshua Yang, Karen DeYoung, Ellen Francis, Alex Horton, Maham Javaid, Warren Strobel, Julie Yoon, Susannah George, Jintak Han, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Suzan Haidamous, Kareem Fahim, Alon Rom, Natalie Allison, Michael Birnbaum | 2025-06-19
Israeli officials said they would intensify strikes on Tehran after a key hospital in southern Israel was hit in an Iranian missile attack. The strike on the Soroka Medical Center caused "extensive damage" in several areas, the hospital said. The hospital's director, Shlomi Codish, said there were 40 people injured, the majority of them lightly wounded. Iran said it was targeting military and intelligence headquarters near the hospital. Defense Minister Israel Katz said he instructed the Israeli military to "intensify strikes against strategic targets in Iran and government sites in Tehran," and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israel would "exact the full price." President Donald Trump said Wednesday he delivered an "ultimate ultimatum" to Iranian leaders to dismantle their nuclear program but that he has not made a final decision about whether to strike Iran.
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Enormous Roman 'puzzle' reveals rare luxury frescoes, ancient graffiti
Experts in London have spent three months piecing together the shattered remains of Roman artworks, revealing luxurious frescoes not seen for more than 1,800 years.
By Victoria Craw | 2025-06-19

Video timelapse of the Museum of London Archaeology specialist team reassembling the shattered remains of an enormous Roman fresco.


Archaeologists in London have pieced together the shattered remains of an enormous collection of Roman frescoes in a painstaking three-month project, revealing artworks not seen for more than 1,800 years -- including some found in Britain for the first time.
It's one of the largest discoveries of painted Roman plaster in the English capital, according to the Museum of London Archaeology (MOLA), which is leading excavations at the Liberty development site where the remains were found.
The 220,000-square-foot site, which will eventually be home to houses, restaurants, retail and offices in the city's south, has already yielded other findings from Roman London, including mosaics and a rare mausoleum, MOLA said in a statement Thursday.

The pieces come from the walls of a Roman building that was demolished at some point before A.D. 200 in the ancient town of Londinium, now the site of modern-day London. (Museum of London Archaeology)


MOLA senior building material specialist Han Li described the process as "like assembling the world's most difficult jigsaw puzzle" in the statement. "I felt a mix of excitement and nervousness when I started to lay the plaster out. Many of the fragments were very delicate and pieces from different walls had been jumbled together when the building was demolished," he said.
The collection includes luxurious frescoes and ancient graffiti that once covered  about 20 walls of a Roman building from between A.D. 43-150, in the ancient town of Londinium, now the site of modern-day London, MOLA said.
However at some point before A.D. 200 the building was demolished, with the decorated plaster smashed into thousands of fragments and dumped in a pit, where they lay until they were excavated between 2021 and 2022. Li said they were cleaned by a team of field workers before he worked with others to match colors and patterns until "before you know it, you've got a lot of the wall."

An archaeologist from the Museum of London Archaeology uncovers wall plaster during excavations at a 220,000-square-foot site, which will eventually be developed into houses, restaurants, retail and offices. (Museum of London Archaeology)


"Slowly I realized, oh, my God ... the scale of what we can put back together and the amount of decorations, the diversity of motifs, it was incredible," he told The Washington Post in a phone interview Thursday. "Within a few days we realized just how much potential this had in terms of telling us about Roman paintings and, and indeed Roman archaeology."
"What makes this sort of special is the scale of it," he said. "... The completeness of the preservation is incredible, and that's actually what is really quite sort of stunning for me," he said.
The paintings revealed two things that had not been found in Britain before -- a Greek alphabet inscription and a fragment containing the remains of the artist's signature, MOLA said.
The fragment has the word "FECIT," which translates to "has made this," the museum said, providing a "tangible link" to one of the artists behind the fresco.

MOLA senior building material specialist Han Li said the fragments were cleaned by a team of field workers before he worked with others to match colors and patterns until "before you know it, you've got a lot of the wall." (Museum of London Archaeology)


It is framed by a tabula ansata, which is a carving of a decorative tablet used to sign artwork in the Roman world, MOLA said. Though a fragment piece containing the signature itself was missing, the writing was done with "incredible" penmanship, showing the person who originally wrote it is "obviously very fluent in the language and also very, very skilled at writing," Li added.
The frescoes also showed  images designed to  reflect the status of the building's owners including flowers, fruit, lyres and birds, as well as large bright yellow panels that were rarely used in the Roman period, MOLA said.
"Usually what's very common in the 1st and 2nd centuries in Rome and Britain and to an extent in northwestern Europe, is you get red panels with black intervals. So red panels are actually incredibly, incredibly common, but yellow panels ... you don't see many of those at all," Li said.

Roman graffiti of a crying face on the wall plaster. (Museum of London Archaeology)


Fragments showed the original artists took inspiration from other parts of the Roman world such as Lyon in France and Cologne in Germany. Some pieces were designed to imitate high-status tiles such as red Egyptian porphyry -- a volcanic stone speckled with crystals and African giallo antico -- a type of yellow marble. "Another fragment features the face of a crying woman with a Flavian period (A.D. 69-96) hairstyle," MOLA added.
Li said he now has an "infinite" number of questions about the site including what it was used for and who painted it. He said his team suspects it may be the same artists who worked on another site in London, known as the Fishbourne Roman villa, which he described as a "proto palace" dating back to the  1st century, that contained similar yellow paneling.

Li examines a piece of the wall plaster. (Museum of London Archaeology)


They're also searching for parallels within the "greater Roman world" including modern-day France, Belgium and Germany to see if the same artists may have worked elsewhere. "Because of the sheer large assemblage and the completeness of our wall plaster, we can now, you know, do a lot more internationally and collaboratively," he said.
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U.S. bases that could attack Iran -- and become targets
These U.S. bases could strike Iran -- or be struck by Iran.
By Joshua Yang | 2025-06-19

President Donald Trump speaks at al-Udeid Air Base near Doha, Qatar, on May 15. (Win McNamee/Getty Images)


As President Donald Trump considers launching an attack on Iran, Tehran has warned of swift retaliation. If the United States attacks, Iranian Defense Minister Aziz Nasirzadeh warned this month, "all U.S. bases are within our reach and we will boldly target them."
Here are some of the U.S. bases and troop deployments in the region that could participate in such a strike -- and face reprisal.
"The harm the U.S. will suffer will definitely be irreparable if they enter this conflict militarily," Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, said on social media Wednesday.
Tens of thousands of U.S. troops are stationed in the Middle East.
Al-Asad Air Base, an Iraqi installation 150 miles west of Baghdad that is operated jointly by the Iraqi and U.S. air forces, houses thousands of American troops, the largest U.S. deployment in the country. Iran and its proxies have in recent years attacked it repeatedly.
After the U.S. assassinated top Iranian general Qasem Soleimani in January 2020, Tehran fired 16 missiles at bases hosting U.S. forces in Iraq. Eleven landed at al-Asad, wounding dozens of U.S. troops and gouging deep craters in an attack that authorities said was intended to kill. Iran also launched missiles at a military base in Irbil, in the semiautonomous Kurdistan region in northern Iraq, during that attack.
Iran-backed militias have launched missiles and drones at al-Asad as recently as August.
The Trump administration said this month it was reducing the U.S. military presence in Syria from eight bases to one: Tanf, located strategically in southern Syria near the Iraqi and Jordanian borders. Details on the timing are vague.
A January 2024 drone strike on Tower 22, a U.S. outpost in Jordan 12 miles south of Tanf, killed three American soldiers and injured dozens more, the worst attack on the U.S. military since the 2021 fall of Kabul.
Major U.S. military deployments in the Persian Gulf include Naval Support Activity Bahrain, headquarters of the U.S. 5th Fleet and home to some 8,300 American sailors, and the Qatari-owned al-Udeid Air Base, which boasts the largest U.S. contingent in the Middle East. Al-Udeid, located 20 miles southwest of Doha, is a forward command post for U.S. Central Command and can house more than 10,000 troops.
Other Gulf installations housing U.S. troops include Camp Buehring and Ali al-Salem Air Base in Kuwait and al-Dhafra Air Base in the United Arab Emirates, home to the Air Force's 380th Air Expeditionary Wing.
Iranian officials warned the Qataris this week that U.S. bases in the gulf would be legitimate targets in retaliation for an American attack, according to a European official briefed on the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive communications.
U.S. embassies and diplomatic compounds in the region could also become targets. The U.S. has evacuated some personnel and family members from missions in Iraq and Israel.
Air France and KLM canceled flights in and out of Dubai International Airport late Wednesday. The Air France press office cited "the security situation in the region." It did not indicate when flights would resume.
While the U.S. military bases and deployments that hem Iran could launch attacks themselves, they're likely to play a supporting role for strikes launched from outside the region.
The B-2 Spirit stealth bomber, the only U.S. aircraft the Air Force says is equipped to carry the bunker-busting bombs that would be required to destroy Iran's underground Fordow nuclear enrichment facility, flies out of Whiteman Air Force Base in Missouri. B-2 bombers have flown nonstop from Missouri to the Middle East and back, refueling midair on flights that take more than 30 hours.
The U.S. deployed at least 30 refueling aircraft from the continental U.S. to Europe on Sunday, according to data from flight-tracking site Flightradar24.
An attack could also be launched from Naval Support Facility Diego Garcia, an installation on a remote Indian Ocean atoll that's owned by Britain and run jointly by the U.S. and Royal navies. B-2 bombers can reach Iran from Diego Garcia in five to six hours, analysts say. The U.S. military has used the atoll to launch strikes on Iraq and Afghanistan.
The Pentagon moved the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz to the Middle East, defense officials told the U.S. Naval Institute on Sunday, to join the USS Carl Vinson as a second U.S. aircraft carrier in the region.
Susannah George and Alex Horton contributed to this report.
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How Israel and Iran's conflict went from covert to all-out fighting
Israel and Iran have been enemies for decades -- but this is their most sustained direct fighting ever. Here's how a shadow war erupted into an overt conflict.
By Victoria Bisset | 2025-06-19
Israel and Iran are engaged in their most sustained, direct fighting ever, as the strikes between the two regional powers raise fears that the conflict could spread.
The two sides have been enemies for decades -- within days of the Iranian revolution of 1979, Tehran broke off diplomatic ties with Israel. Later the same year, Islamist students stormed and occupied the U.S. Embassy, sparking a hostage crisis that lasted 444 days; the United States and Iran ended relations the following year. In the years that followed, Iran has called Israel "Little Satan" (with the United States being "Great Satan") and expressed support for the destruction of Israel.
Although both sides have publicly criticized each other for years, the sharper, more violent conflict between Israel and Iran was mostly covert, with Iran supporting proxy groups, including Hamas and Hezbollah, against Israel, while Israel was blamed for several targeted assassinations, blasts, and a cyberattack aimed at slowing Iran's nuclear program. The Hamas-led attacks of Oct. 7, 2023, and the ensuing start of Israel's war in Gaza have pitted Iran and its regional proxies against Israel in a much more open confrontation.
Here's a quick timeline of the conflict between the two rivals.
The world learns about a damaging cyberattack against Iran's nuclear program that began many months earlier. The cyberweapon, dubbed Stuxnet by outside analysts, destroyed more than 10 percent of the centrifuges used to enrich uranium at Iran's Natanz site -- but the machines were quickly replaced, The Washington Post reported. Current and former U.S. officials later told The Post that the cyberweapon was the work of U.S. and Israeli experts, and proceeded under secret orders from President Barack Obama.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, right, shakes hands with Yukiya Amano, director general of the International Atomic Energy Agency, on July 2, 2015. (Ebrahim Noroozi/AP)


The  U.S. and key global players sign a landmark agreement with Tehran, which limits Iran's nuclear capability in exchange for lifting international sanctions. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu describes the deal as "a bad mistake of historic proportions."

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu presents material on Iranian nuclear weapons development during a news conference in Tel Aviv on April 30, 2018. (Sebastian Scheiner/AP)


In a televised speech, Netanyahu says Israel has obtained tens of thousands of documents that prove that Iran lied about the history of its nuclear weapons program when it signed the 2015 nuclear agreement. The stolen documents contained no proof that Iran had violated the nuclear accord, The Post reported later in 2018.
President Donald Trump announces the  U.S. withdrawal from the nuclear deal.

Broken windows are seen on the 11th floor of a building that houses a media office in a stronghold of the Lebanese Hezbollah group in Beirut on Aug. 25, 2019. (Bilal Hussein/AP)


Attacks involving warplanes or drones, blamed on Israel, target Iranian-allied forces in Lebanon, Syria and Iraq. Israel only confirms it was behind one of the attacks, but the country has previously launched attacks against Iran and its proxies, including in Syria.

A woman walks by a billboard in honor of slain nuclear scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh in Tehran on Nov. 30, 2020. (Atta Kenare/AFP/Getty Images)


One of Iran's most prominent Iranian nuclear scientists, Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, is killed in an ambush outside Tehran. Iran's foreign minister blames Israel for the attack.
Iran previously blamed Israel for the deaths of other Iranian scientists, including four affiliated with Iran's nuclear program who were killed in incidents between 2010 and 2012.
An Iranian-flagged ship is hit by an explosion in the Red Sea, just as U.S., Iranian and European negotiators are preparing to hold talks to revive the 2015 nuclear deal, and amid reports of other attacks on ships, blamed on Israel or Iran.
Days later, an attack on Iran's Natanz nuclear facility causes a blackout that damages centrifuges there. Iranian officials blame Israel for the attack, which took place hours after the facility began operating new advanced centrifuges capable of enriching uranium more quickly.
Tehran responds by announcing it will begin enriching uranium to 60 percent at Natanz, putting the country closer to weapons-grade levels of more than 90 percent enrichment.

Relatives mourn over the flag-draped coffin of Hassan Sayyad Khodaei, a colonel in the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, at his funeral ceremony in Tehran on May 24, 2022. (Vahid Salemi/AP)


Unidentified gunmen shoot dead a senior member of Iran's Revolutionary Guard, Col. Hassan Sayyad Khodaei, outside his home in Tehran. The Associated Press reports that the incident bears "the hallmarks of previous deadly shooting attacks in Iran blamed on Israel."

Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, listens to a speaker in a meeting in Tehran on Oct. 17, 2023. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader/AP)


Within days of the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas-led attack on Israel, Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, denies any Iranian involvement in the attacks. Current and former Western and Middle Eastern intelligence officials tell The Post that while Tehran's precise role in the attack is unclear, Iran has provided Hamas with military training, logistical help and financial support for years.
Iranian-backed proxies, including Lebanon's Hezbollah and Yemen's Houthis, pledge attacks against Israel in response to the war in Gaza.
Meanwhile, Israel appears to increase its attacks on Iranian targets and proxies across the region, including killing an Iranian general in Syria in December 2023.

Emergency services work at a destroyed building hit by an airstrike in Damascus, Syria, on April 1, 2024. (Omar Sanadiki/AP)


Two senior members of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps are killed in a suspected Israeli airstrike on a building next to the Iranian Embassy in the Syrian capital, Damascus.
Iran responds almost two weeks later by firing a wave of missiles and drones toward Israel. Israel later carries out a strike inside Iran, which appears to hit a radar system of a Russian-made air defense battery.

Ultra-Orthodox Jewish men examine missile debris near the city of Arad, Israel, on April 30, 2024. (Amir Levy/Getty Images)



Members of Tehran University chant slogans in a protest condemning the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh, whose picture is held, in Tehran on July 31. (Vahid Salemi/AP)


Israel kills Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh in a strike in Tehran, though Israel's defense minister confirms his country's role in the assassination only months later.

A billboard bearing a picture of slain Lebanese Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah is displayed in Tehran on Sept. 29, two days after his targeted assassination by Israeli forces in Beirut's southern suburbs. (Majid Saeedi/Getty Images)


Israel kills Hasan Nasrallah -- the leader of Lebanon's Iranian-backed political and militant group Hezbollah, and Tehran's staunchest and most trusted Arab ally -- in a strike in Beirut. The attack comes amid a deadly Israeli offensive in Lebanon against Hezbollah, which included airstrikes and an attack involving exploding electronic devices.

Projectiles fly through the sky in central Israel as a siren sounds a warning of incoming missiles fired from Iran toward Israel on Oct. 1. (Ohad Zwigenberg/AP)


Iran fires about 180 ballistic missiles at Israel, according to the Israeli military; Tehran says the attack was in retaliation for Nasrallah's killing.
Continuing the tit-for-tat attacks between the two countries, Israel carries out strikes against Iranian military targets. Iran's Fars News Agency reports that the targets included "a number of military bases" in the west, south and in Tehran. An Israeli official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss classified plans, said the attacks would not hit Iran's oil production or nuclear facilities.
Trump appears to repeatedly bypass Israel, including by announcing nuclear talks with Iran and making a truce with Yemen's Iranian-backed Houthi rebels.
In late May, Trump says he cautioned Netanyahu against striking Iran amid the talks with Tehran.

Image captures destroyed buildings at the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps' Ghadir site in Tehran on June 14 after it was hit by Israeli strikes. (Satellite image (c)2025 Maxar Technologies / AFP/Getty Images)


Israel launches attacks on Iranian nuclear and military targets, killing senior military figures and nuclear scientists.
Tehran responds with missile attacks, and the two countries continue to exchange fire over the following days, with Israel expanding its targets to include energy facilities and manufacturing plants in Iran.
Trump appears to blame Iran for the conflict and openly considers joining the Israeli campaign.
The escalation comes after a year of major setbacks for Iran, including the fall of Bashar al-Assad, a key ally in Syria, and as Hezbollah reels from direct Israeli attacks in Lebanon and the loss of many of its leaders.
Iran says the Israeli attacks have killed at least 224 people, but the Human Rights Activists News Agency, a Washington-based rights group that monitors Iran, says the death toll is above 600. Israel says at least 24 people have been killed by Iran's strikes.
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The U.S. helped oust Iran's government in 1953. Here's what happened.
The U.S. has not publicly called for regime change in the current Israel-Iran conflict, but over 70 years ago, it played a key role in ousting Tehran's government. 
By Leo Sands | 2025-06-19

Iranian Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh rides on the shoulders of cheering crowds in 1951. (AP)


As President Donald Trump publicly weighs a decision on whether the United States should join Israel in directly striking Iran, some analysts have suggested that Israel's unstated war aims could include the collapse of Tehran's government.
Trump, for his part, has ratcheted up his rhetoric, this week demanding "UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER" from Tehran, without detailing what that would mean. He claimed in a social media post that the U.S. knows the location of Iran's leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, but is not looking to assassinate him -- "at least not for now."
The U.S. has not publicly called for regime change in the current conflict, but over 70 years ago, it played a key role in ousting Tehran's government -- although the historical circumstances were very different.
"It's forgotten for most Americans. And for the British as well, who were involved in the coup. But it looms in the background of Iranian politics," said Roham Alvandi, a historian at the London School of Economics.
Against the backdrop of the Cold War and Britain's frustration over its lost access to oil, the CIA coordinated a clandestine operation in 1953 with the British that toppled the country's democratically elected prime minister, Mohammad Mosaddegh.
In his place, Washington helped to reinstall exiled Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, an autocrat who was sympathetic to Western interests and virulently anti-communist. His rule lasted until the 1979 Iranian revolution, but Alvandi said the coup remains a "touchstone" of modern Iranian nationalism.
When Mossadegh was elected to power on a nationalist platform of taking control of the country's oil assets in 1951, Washington was confronted by a dilemma. The U.S. could support his new government's nationalists aspirations or side with the British, who were dismayed by the threat Iran's new leader posed to the lucrative Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. (later known as BP).
The wider context was critical. At the time, Washington was deeply unsettled by the spread of communism after World War II, and the British -- whose influence in the region was waning along with its dying empire -- argued that Mossadegh's rise was a prelude to even greater Soviet influence in Iran.
The prospect of communism in Iran was anathema to Washington -- and in particular to President Dwight D. Eisenhower, who took office in 1953.
"Ultimately, they sided with their British allies in the context of the Cold War, because they were afraid that if the oil crisis in Iran wasn't resolved, then either the Iranian communists or the Soviet Union might seize power," Alvandi said.
Kermit Roosevelt Jr., the CIA's top agent charged with orchestrating the coup, was given permission to proceed by his superiors on June 25, months after he was initially approached by British diplomats about the prospect. On July 19 he arrived in Iran through Iraq, where he met with Iranian operatives, communicated with Iran's exiled shah, and organized support among army officers and street demonstrators.

A royalist tank moves into the courtyard of Radio Tehran a few minutes after pro-shah troops occupied the area during the coup which ousted Mohammad Mosaddegh and his government in 1953. (Uncredited/AP)


"America didn't bomb anything, it was a protracted intelligence operation by the CIA," said University of St Andrews historian Siavush Randjbar-Daemi, who has researched the 1953 coup extensively. According to Randjbar-Daemi, the coup capped covert CIA influence operations that included the printing of fake Communist propaganda to make the party appear more virulently anti-Islamic than it was.
On Aug. 19, rebels overcame the broadcast studio of Radio Tehran and prematurely declared on the radio that the Mossadegh's government had collapsed that afternoon -- when it in fact hadn't yet. "After that radio broadcast, it was over," Randjbar-Daemi said. "It was one of the most effective pieces of fake news in recent history in the world."
When it appeared certain that the coup had succeeded, Roosevelt wrote to his superiors in a telegram that the shah "will be returning to Tehran in triumph shortly. Love and kisses from all the team."
In 2013, a declassified CIA internal document publicly confirmed the U.S. involvement: The military coup "that overthrew [Mossadegh] and his National Front cabinet was carried out under CIA direction as an act of U.S. foreign policy, conceived and approved at the highest levels of government," it read.
Pahlavi returned to power in 1953 as Iran's monarch, ruling for over two decades as a Western-friendly autocrat. The period coincided with rapid economic growth and urban development for many in Iran, but was also marked by fierce political repression by the shah's feared intelligence agency, SAVAK.
According to Alvandi, the Shah's collaboration with the British and Americans to oust a popular nationalist government "fatally wounded" the legitimacy of his monarchy.
"The shah tried very hard for the next 20 years to embody Iranian nationalism, to project an image of himself as a champion of Iran, but he could never get out of the memory of Mossadegh and 1953," Alvandi said.
His arch domestic rival, the influential religious leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, portrayed him as a Western puppet.
Iran's oil-based industrialization caused the economy to boom, but it also led to rampant corruption. When the economy began to sour in 1977, the cracks in his authority only grew. After months of revolutionary unrest, Pahlavi left Iran in January 1979. Soon after, it became the Islamic Republic of Iran -- led by Khomeini.
According to Alvandi, the memory of 1953 -- and the shah's dismal image -- cast a long shadow and serves as a tale of caution for any domestic opponents who might contemplate supporting Iran's foreign adversaries. "Iranians have a long memory, and as much as they detest the Islamic Republic, they will have a visceral dislike of anyone who is seen to collaborate with a foreign power to hurt Iran and Iranians," he said.
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A popular manga predicted catastrophe -- and Japanese tourism took a hit
Japanese officials are dismissing alarm over the prediction of a July "catastrophe" in a comic book, "The Future I Saw," which is deterring some summer tourists.
By Michelle Lee, Chie Tanaka | 2025-06-19

Tourists in Kyoto, Japan. (iStock)


SEOUL -- A Japanese comic book's premonition of an impending natural disaster in Japan has gotten some tourists so wigged out that they are avoiding the country this summer, prompting government officials to try to dispel rampant rumors  about the prophecy.
The recent decline in sales of flights from some key Asian tourist markets to Japan have been attributed to  a manga, or Japanese comic book, by Ryo Tatsuki: "The Future I Saw."
In the original 1999 version, the book claimed that a "great disaster will occur in March 2011." That month happened to be when a deadly triple disaster struck Japan's Tohoku region -- a devastating earthquake, tsunami and nuclear meltdown that triggered one of the biggest nuclear disasters in history.
Then in 2021, an updated version of the book claimed that "the real catastrophe" will come in July 2025, spinning fans and urban legend enthusiasts throughout East Asia into a tizzy.
Tatsuki's theory has taken off online in recent months, with posts and videos on social media warning about a potential massive earthquake gaining millions of views from audiences including in Hong Kong, China, Taiwan and South Korea -- all of which were in the top five tourist markets for Japan last year.
Now Japanese officials are scrambling to shut down these rumors and stop the panic.
"It is scientifically impossible to predict earthquakes by specifying the date, location, or magnitude," said Ryoichi Nomura, the head of Japan Meteorological Agency, in a news conference last month. "Therefore, any claims suggesting such specific predictions are completely false and should be regarded as misinformation."
The Japanese government's recent warnings of a potential "megaquake" that could trigger a powerful tsunami in the next 30 years haven't helped quell the rumors.
In August 2024, after a 7.1-magnitude earthquake struck off the coast of Miyazaki prefecture in southern Japan, the Japan Meteorological Agency issued its first-ever warning for a "megaquake" near the Nankai Trough, a submarine trough with a significant amount of geological tension.
That warning was lifted later that month. But last January, a government task force assessed that there was about an 80 percent probability of an 8- or 9-magnitude earthquake occurring in the same area within the next 30 years.
Despite that decades-long timeline, the warning has been widely interpreted across Chinese and South Korean social media accounts as a confirmation of Tatsuki's prediction.

An aerial view of Hitachinaka city in Ibaraki prefecture on March 11, 2011, after a massive earthquake unleashed a tsunami. (AFP/Getty Images)


In Hong Kong alone, two airlines cut down on flights to the southern Japanese prefectures in recent weeks. Hong Kong Airlines pulled back all flights between Kagoshima and Kumamoto in the high summer seasons of July and August, citing rapidly declining passenger interest. Tokushima prefecture, also in southern Japan, announced that Greater Bay Airlines had reduced its flights between mid-May and October.
"We are surprised that such rumors have led to cancellations," the Tokushima Tourism Promotion Division said.
Flight occupancy for routes to Tottori prefecture in western Japan dropped from about 85 percent during the Easter holiday in April to 43.3 percent in May, according to figures from the prefecture's governor, Shinji Hirai, and the tourism office.
"The impact is quite significant, and regrettably, the situation remains challenging. We believe it's important to face the facts calmly and objectively," Hirai said in a news conference late May.
Yuen Chun Ning, the chief executive of Hong Kong travel agency WWPKG, which specializes in routes from Hong Kong and mainland China to Japan, called the paranoia among travelers about a potential July disaster "deep-rooted." Some travel agents in Hong Kong say travelers there may be particularly spooked  because they come from an area that rarely experiences earthquakes.
WWPKG noted that it is offering promotional packages that include a full refund in the event of a 5-magnitude or stronger earthquake in Japan and declaration of an official disaster at the destination. But even that offer isn't making much of a difference, the company said.
Tourists are "not taking the risk"  and are avoiding Japan in the high season of June, July and August, opting for destinations such as  Australia, Dubai and Europe instead, Yuen told local outlet Oriental Daily News earlier this month.
Taiwanese travel influencer Brian In also noted a rare price drop in July plane tickets from Taiwan to Tokyo, Osaka and Okinawa, traditionally the top three Japanese destinations for Taiwanese visitors.
"This is very uncommon," he wrote on Facebook, attributing the price drop to "the power of the prophecy being too strong, or because low-cost airlines have wrecked the market."
Despite these recent dips, Japan's tourism industry is seeing a massive post-covid boom. For 2025, tourist arrivals are on pace to eclipse the record 36.8 million in 2024, according to official tourism data released in April.
The number of foreign visitors to Japan last month reached 3.7 million, a 21.5 percent increase from May 2024, new travel figures released Wednesday  show. Hong Kong was the only location that saw a year-over-year decline in visitors to Japan compared to last May, the figures show.
The influx of tourists, taking advantage of the weak Japanese yen, have been a boost to the Japanese economy. But they have also tested the patience of locals, many of whom have complained about overcrowding and litter.
Japan is no stranger to earthquakes. It is among the most seismically active countries in the world and the birthplace of seismology, or the study of earthquakes. Every year, Japan has about 1,500 earthquakes that can be felt by people.
Nomura, of the Japan Meteorological Agency, emphasized that despite Japan being prone to earthquakes, the most important thing is to be always prepared and to seek trusted information, urging the public "not to be swayed by disaster information that specifies a date. We strongly advise against acting irrationally."
Tanaka reported from Tokyo. Lyric Li in Seoul contributed to this report.
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Hurricane Erick makes landfall in Mexico as a strong Category 3
The storm is expected to bring "life-threatening" rainfall, flooding and storm surges, according to the National Hurricane Center.
By Ian Livingston, Victoria Craw | 2025-06-19

A man carries wood to prepare for Hurricane Erick in Acapulco on Wednesday. (Henry Romero/Reuters)


Hurricane Erick made landfall in western Oaxaca, Mexico, just before 6 a.m. local time. It did so as a Category 3 with 125 mph sustained winds. Overnight, the storm briefly strengthened to an "extremely dangerous" Category 4 as it approached the coast.
Erick is bringing destructive winds, heavy rainfall, life-threatening floods and storm surges, the National Hurricane Center said.
The hurricane was moving inland about 20 miles east of Punta Maldonado, the NHC said in a public advisory. It is traveling about 9 mph, a slow rate that increases the inland flood threat, the agency said.
A hurricane warning is in effect for areas from the resort city of Acapulco to the small coastal town of Puerto Angel. The highest impact region is relatively sparsely populated, dotted with towns, villages and some coastal resorts.
Category 3 hurricanes have sustained winds of between 111 and 129 mph, meaning "devastating damage will occur," rendering areas uninhabitable for weeks, according to NHC guidelines. Erick  peaked with winds of about 145 mph, gusting to about 165 mph as of the 2 a.m. local time update.
It explosively developed over a stretch ending early Thursday, when sustained winds reached their peak. Only 21 hours prior, its sustained winds were 65 mph, meaning the storm gained 80 mph over that time.
Rapid intensification, which is becoming more common in a warming world, is defined as a storm gaining at least 35 mph over 24 hours or less.
Erick becomes one of only a handful of major hurricanes -- Category 3 or higher -- to strike the region, and the earliest in the year by far to do so, according to historical data from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Hurricane Otis was the last major hurricane to make landfall nearby. Another rapidly intensifying storm, it came ashore near Acapulco as a Category 5 in late October 2023.
The hurricane is expected to bring up to 20 inches of rain to Oaxaca and Guerrero that will lead to "life-threatening flooding and mudslides, especially in areas of steep terrain," the NHC said. Up to six inches of rain are also expected across the states of Chiapas, Michoacan, Colima and Jalisco. A dangerous storm surge could also lead to flooding, as well as large and destructive waves with life-threatening surf conditions, according to the agency.




Acapulco, about 100 miles west of landfall, has so far picked up about an inch of rain amid relatively light winds. Conditions there were expected to deteriorate through Thursday morning with the potential of squalls causing localized wind damage and the possibility of flooding rain by afternoon.
Mexican officials have warned people to take shelter and follow official advice. President Claudia Sheinbaum called on people to "remain alert" for official communications and those in low-lying areas to move to available shelters.
Guerrero Gov. Evelyn Salgado Pineda said the hurricane posed "MAXIMUM RISK," including damage to homes, roads and basic services as well as severe flooding and landslides, in a post on X.
Erick developed in the early hours of Tuesday about 300 miles south of the southern Mexico coastline and the Gulf of Tehuantepec. It intensified and moved northwest, supported by sea surface temperatures around 84 degrees. It is expected to dissipate Thursday night or early Friday, although some related moisture will stream northward as far as the southern and central U.S.

Satellite imagery shows Hurricane Erick's approach early Thursday. (Ben Noll/The Washington Post; data source: NOAA/NESDIS)


It's the fifth named storm, which go in alphabetical order, of the season in the eastern Pacific Ocean and is the earliest storm with an "E" name in the eastern Pacific on record, coming sooner than in 2021 by more than a week -- that year's "E" storm wasn't named until June 25.
Ben Noll contributed to this report.
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Putin says he's open to meeting Zelensky, even as he denies his legitimacy
Russia's Vladimir Putin said he's willing to meet with Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky but suggested the democratically elected leader couldn't legally sign a peace deal.
By Robyn Dixon | 2025-06-19

Russian President Vladimir Putin meets with representatives of international news agencies at the Saint Petersburg International Economic Forum on Wednesday. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev/Sputnik/Kremlin/Pool/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Days after a Russian attack on Kyiv destroyed apartment blocks and killed 28 people, Russian President Vladimir Putin denied in remarks published Thursday that Moscow was targeting civilians and said he was open to meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, even while still questioning his legitimacy.
Putin spoke to international news agencies late Wednesday on the margins of the St. Petersburg Economic Forum as the U.S.-sponsored peace process has been faltering, with little progress toward any kind of cessation of hostilities.
Putin said negotiations between working groups could resume next week but said he would meet with Zelensky only after all details of a peace deal were hammered out, and even then, he suggested that the democratically elected Ukrainian leader would not have a legal right to sign the agreement.
"We are ready to meet, and by the way, I said I am ready to meet with everyone, including Zelensky," Putin said. "But that is not the question. The question is who will sign the documents," he said, repeating a central piece of Kremlin propaganda that denies Zelensky's political legitimacy.
Russia's demands of Ukraine as a condition for peace have not changed and amount to Kyiv's capitulation: agreement never to join NATO, to be neutral, to give up five Ukrainian regions, including territory that Russia does not even occupy, to slash the size of its military and to end Western military support.
On Thursday, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha noted that it had been 100 days since Ukraine accepted the U.S.-proposed ceasefire, while Russia continues to demand numerous conditions before considering suspending hostilities.
"100 days of Russian manipulations and missed opportunities to end the war. 100 days of Russia escalating terror against Ukraine rather than ending it," he tweeted.
Despite Trump offering Russia a series of major concessions, including endorsing its demand to exclude Ukraine from NATO and keep territory it has occupied, the peace process has stalled. The Trump administration has now appeared to take a step back from mediation efforts, with some analysts declaring that his effort to broker a swift deal was all but dead.
"We are ready for substantive negotiations on the settlement principles. All it takes is that the Ukrainian side is ready to act wisely," Putin said, calling on Kyiv's Western allies to press Ukraine to accept "the current reality" and stop fighting.
He said that if Kyiv did not agree to Russia's terms soon, its position could worsen, boasting that Russia was advancing across the entire front line, a claim not supported by military analysts. Russia has been gaining ground on three fronts -- near Sumy in northeastern Ukraine and in the Donetsk region near Pokrovsk and Novopavlivka.
"We will not allow Ukraine to have the armed forces that would eventually threaten Russia and its people," Putin said. "No doubt, if we fail to agree with Ukraine peacefully, we will seek to achieve our goals by military methods."

The residential building that Russia struck in Kyiv on Tuesday. (Oksana Parafeniuk/For The Washington Post)


Russia hit a nine-story building in Kyiv on Tuesday, killing 23 residents, with five more killed elsewhere in the city.
In a statement posted Thursday, Zelensky said that the attack on Kyiv was "a reminder to the world that Russia rejects the ceasefire and chooses to kill."
"I am grateful to all our partners who understand: Ukraine must become stronger every day. I am grateful to all those who are ready to put pressure on Moscow to make it feel the real cost of war," he wrote on Telegram.
Despite video of the strike and reporting of the destruction, casualties and rescue operation that followed, including footage of a mother and father breaking down after their child's body was pulled from the wreckage, Putin insisted Thursday that Russia targeted only military facilities, a line that Kremlin officials have unswervingly followed throughout the war, no matter the evidence to the contrary.
"The strike did not target residential areas. It was aimed at facilities of the defense sector, plants manufacturing military hardware, and this is what we are doing," he said.
Francesca Ebel contributed to this report.
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Mapping strikes in the Israel-Iran conflict
See what sites Iran and Israel have hit in their escalating direct conflict.
By Amaya Verde, Alvaro Valino, N. Kirkpatrick | 2025-06-19
Airstrikes continued for a seventh day Thursday amid the most intense faceoff in the history of the Israel-Iran conflict.
The confrontation that began Friday, when Israel launched an air campaign targeting Iran's nuclear program and its military leaders, has since escalated, prompting President Donald Trump to consider possible U.S. involvement.
A Washington-based rights group that monitors Iran, in lieu of recent updates from Iran's Health Ministry, has said the death toll from recent strikes has surpassed 585. The unofficial count comes from the Human Rights Activists News Agency, a news division of the nongovernmental rights organization Human Rights Activists in Iran.

Vehicles wait in traffic as people leave Tehran on a highway in the west of the city on Sunday. (Atta Kenare/AFP/Getty Images)



Smoke rises after a reported Israeli strike Monday on a building in Tehran used by the Islamic Republic of Iran News Network. (Getty Images)


The initial strikes damaged but did not destroy several nuclear facilities. At first, the strikes did not appear to have penetrated the centrifuges buried deep in underground facilities. However, an assessment Tuesday by the United Nations nuclear watchdog showed "direct impacts" to the underground section of Iran's Natanz nuclear enrichment site. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu described the destruction of Iran's underground nuclear fuel enrichment site, Fordow, as a key military goal on Tuesday.

The Natanz nuclear facility in Iran, seen in a satellite photo captured Sunday after an Israeli airstrike. (Maxar Technologies/Reuters)



A view of the Natanz facility on Saturday. Natanz is one of two facilities in Iran that enrich uranium gas using centrifuges. (Maxar Technologies/AP)


The Iranian capital and its surrounding area have received the brunt of the strikes, according to data from the Institute for the Study of War. The explosions, that have continued for days, have struck missile and defense facilities, government buildings, oil production facilities, office buildings, and an airport and university. One strike even tore through an Iranian state television studio during a live broadcast Monday.
Iran has launched over 400 missiles at Israel since Friday, Israeli officials said Wednesday. The strikes, primarily in Tel Aviv and surrounding areas, have killed more than 20 people and injured hundreds of others. On Thursday, Israeli police said that a wave of Iranian missiles had struck three buildings, including Soroka Medical Center, the largest hospital in southern Israel.
The Israeli government said about 90 percent of Iran's missiles have been intercepted, but at least 30 have made it through the country's defense systems, slamming into residential buildings in Tel Aviv, a major oil refinery near Haifa, and the vicinity of Israel's intelligence headquarters north of Tel Aviv.

Residents check the destruction following an overnight Iranian missile strike in Rohovot in central Israel on Sunday. (Menahem Kahana/AFP/Getty Images)



Damage caused by an Iranian missile that hit a school in the predominantly ultra-Orthodox city of Bnei Brak on Monday. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


Iran on Tuesday fired about 30 missiles toward central Israel, injuring at least 12 people, according to Israel's military and emergency services. Over the past two days the number of missiles Israel has faced in each retaliatory barrage appears to have decreased.
Trump has not said yet if the United States will move forward with strikes on Iran. He called Tuesday for Iran's "unconditional surrender," touting knowledge of the location of Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and describing him as an "easy target." Khamenei responded on social media Wednesday, writing, "The battle begins."
About this story
Confirmed strike locations data from the Institute for the Study of War and from Washington Post reporting. Major nuclear facilities data from the Nuclear Threat Initiative, the Council on Foreign Relations and the Institute for the Study of War.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/06/18/israel-iran-maps-strikes/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Iranian strike hits key hospital in southern Israel, IDF says
Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, said his country does not fear President Donald Trump's threats and "absurd rhetoric."
By Andrew Jeong, Niha Masih, Abbie Cheeseman, Vivian Ho, Angie Orellana Hernandez, Joshua Yang, Sammy Westfall, Lior Soroka, Frances Vinall, Alon Rom, Washington Post staff, Natalie Allison, Michael Birnbaum, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Suzan Haidamous, Kareem Fahim, Warren Strobel, Alex Horton, Abigail Hauslohner, Amaya Verde, Alvaro Valino, N. Kirkpatrick, Matt Viser, Elahe Izadi, Claire Parker, Brianna Tucker, Susannah George, Karen DeYoung, Natalia Abbakumova, Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Robyn Dixon, Maham Javaid, Dan Lamothe, Yeganeh Torbati, Gerry Shih, Evan Hill, Christian Shepherd | 2025-06-19
This live coverage has ended. For the latest updates, please go here.
The Israel Defense Forces said early Thursday that a missile barrage from Iran had hit several sites in Israel, including the largest hospital in the country's south. A spokesperson for the Soroka Medical Center said on social media that the strike caused "extensive damage" in various areas. Israel's emergency services said it was treating the wounded in multiple locations. The IDF earlier said Israel jets had struck more than 20 military targets in Iran overnight. President Donald Trump is weighing whether to strike Iran, telling reporters Wednesday he had not come to a decision: "I may do it, I may not do it," he said.
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Air India crash underscores risks of country's infrastructure boom 
For more than a decade, pilots and judges have warned that India's breakneck urban development was pushing population centers closer to the nation's runways.
By Karishma Mehrotra, Supriya Kumar | 2025-06-19

An Air India flight prepares to land at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport in Mumbai in July 2023. Lawyers and a former air traffic control employee have been locked in a court battle with developers since 2014, hoping to force the removal of buildings and other obstacles near the airport's runway. (Dhiraj Singh/Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


NEW DELHI -- When an Air India Flight 171 went down last week just moments after taking off from the airport in Ahmedabad -- smashing with deadly force into the dining hall of a medical college as students and professors ate lunch -- the city's bustling Meghaninagar neighborhood resembled a war zone.
At least 28 people were killed in and around the B.J. Medical College, in addition to all but one of the 242 passengers and crew members aboard the flight. While the cause of the accident is still being investigated, aviation experts said the death toll on the ground underscored a long-standing and largely overlooked air safety risk in India: dense construction dangerously close to airports.
Pilots, courts and analysts have warned for years that India's breakneck urban development was pushing population centers ever nearer to the nation's runways, as the government's drive for connectivity collided with a lack of regulatory enforcement. In many cities, buildings, warehouses, electricity poles and even towering billboards crowd flight paths.
"Many of us have been pointing out that you are announcing growth, but we are terribly behind on safety," said Mohan Ranganathan, a former instructor pilot and aviation safety consultant.
Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's infrastructure agenda, the number of airports in India has doubled to nearly 160 over the past decade, with plans to add 50 more by 2030. At a ribbon-cutting ceremony in April at a new airport in Haryana, Modi said the project would "elevate the aspirations of the youth" and bring "progress for the poor."
"We need more airports, but create them a distance away from the city," said Jitender Bhargava, a former Air India executive director.

Planes on the runway at Mumbai's airport this month. (Satish Bate/Hindustan Times/Getty Images)


In the United States, the Federal Aviation Administration enforces "obstruction standards" around airports, with rules defining the height of objects that could pose a threat to navigation. In India, experts say, there are fixed regulations, but they are often bent by developers.
In Mumbai, the country's financial hub, lawyers and a former air traffic control employee have been locked in a court battle with developers since 2014, hoping to force the removal of buildings and other obstacles near the runway at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport.
In 2017, the Bombay High Court ordered authorities to remove 137 structures obstructing the flight path. But the builders appealed to the airport authority to stay the demolitions, and that appeal is still pending.
A court filing in 2022 said most of the original structures were still standing, and 498 new ones had been built. The number of problematic structures is now likely to be in excess of a thousand, according to Yeshwanth Shenoy, the lawyer who filed the petition.
Alok Aradhe, chief justice of the Bombay High Court, told the regulator for India's aviation authority at a hearing in March that "you cannot sit tight over it, endanger lives of passengers and permit violations to continue."
Just to the east, in the city of Navi Mumbai, where construction has begun on a new airport set to open this year, regulators have already relaxed height restrictions on nearby infrastructure, from 180 feet to 525 feet.
"What is amusing us is that the airport is yet to come up, but buildings are coming up first," Dipankar Datta, then a judge on the Bombay High Court, observed in 2022. "Development is needed, but not at the risk of people."
The issue extends well beyond Mumbai. In the western state of Gujarat, courts rebuked authorities in 2019 for failing to act against 27 builders for their height violations near Surat Airport. In New Delhi, regulators identified 365 obstructions near Indira Gandhi International Airport after a legal petition in 2017. In the central city of Nagpur, a right to information request last year revealed that 63 structures were obstructing flight paths at Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar International Airport, according to the Times of India.
"You can't put a stop to growth, but you have to grow with adequate precautions," Bhargava said.
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation and the Airports Authority of India did not respond to requests for comment.
In other places, the government has struggled to obtain and convert private property to improve airport security. In 2017, in the southern state of Kerala, federal regulators proposed extending the infamously short runway at the Kozhikode International Airport -- on a plateau surrounded by steep drops -- from 9,200 feet to 11,500 feet, but the plan stalled over land disputes and bureaucratic gridlock.
In 2020, a flight operated by Air India Express, a subsidiary of Air India, skidded off the runway during a heavy downpour, tumbling into a gorge and killing 21 people. In the aftermath, the Kerala state government vowed to redouble its efforts to acquire land to lengthen the runway. But "five years after the crash, no runway extension has happened," Shenoy said.
Following the tragedy in Ahmedabad, Ranganathan said India needs to take "proactive steps" to bolster aviation safety, "even if it hurts development."
Critics say broader oversight is needed for transportation projects of all kinds, as the country races to expand not just its airports, but also its roads and railways. In July 2024, Indian Transportation Minister Nitin Gadkari told Parliament that at least 26 bridges on national highways had collapsed between 2021 and 2024.
Between 2014 and 2024, 748 people were killed and more than 2,000 injured in nearly 700 separate train accidents, India's railway minister, Ashwini Vaishnaw, revealed to Parliament in August.
Until last week, aviation had remained a relative bright spot.
"We are very safe here," Ram Mohan Naidu, India's minister of civil aviation, said at a news conference earlier this year when asked about the increase in plane accidents worldwide. "We have a very strong system."
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With ally Iran under attack, Hezbollah stays out of the fray for now
The stance has been met with relief by war-weary in Lebanon, but there is still a possibility Hezbollah could change its position if Iran's regime starts to wobble.
By Mohamad  El Chamaa, Suzan Haidamous, Kareem Fahim | 2025-06-19

In Beirut on Wednesday, mourners visit the burial site of Hezbollah's late leader Hasan Nasrallah, who was killed in an Israeli airstrike in September. (Wael Hamzeh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


BEIRUT -- Hezbollah is holding its fire during Iran's conflict with Israel as it faces domestic pressure not to drag a fragile Lebanon into war and bets the violence does not yet threaten the survival of its longtime patron, diplomats and people close to the group said.
The Iranian-backed group's quiescence is also a practical matter: Its cadres and weapons stocks were badly battered during a war with Israel last year that killed many of Hezbollah's senior commanders, including its longtime leader, Hasan Nasrallah.
Hezbollah, long considered the most powerful non-state actor in the world, was the linchpin of the Iranian-allied "axis of resistance," or its regional proxy forces, and a deterrent against any Israeli attack on Iran.
The group's current stance has been met with relief by war-weary in Lebanon, as well as a new government that is trying to rebuild the country while bringing Hezbollah's arms under the control of the state. But there is still a possibility it could change its position if Iran's regime starts to wobble, officials and people close to the group said.
Hezbollah's decision to stand down was positive for Lebanon's stability, but there were concerns that the group might still have a threshold for taking action, said a diplomat in Lebanon who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the topic.
Qassim Qassir, a political analyst close to Hezbollah, said the group felt no urgent need to engage on Iran's behalf at the moment but said that could change if the conflict escalates.
"Everything is on the table," Qassir said. "Nothing is off limits."
In statements since Israel attacked Iran last week, Hezbollah has praised its ally's "steadfastness" and warned that Israel will be punished, but it stopped short of vowing to intervene. Its decision to hold fire was in sharp contrast to its quick response after its ally Hamas attacked Israel on Oct. 7, 2023. The following day, Hezbollah began firing missiles into northern Israel in solidarity with the Palestinian militant group.
In a statement Friday, Naim Qassem, Hezbollah's leader, said Israel's "aggression will have major repercussions on regional stability and will not pass without a response and punishment." Hezbollah will "hold firmly to our path and resistance" and support Iran in "all steps and measures it takes in defense of itself," he said.

The Israeli army struck the Dahiyeh suburb of Beirut. (Hassan Ammar/AP)


Lebanon has struggled to recover from the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah last year, which intensified in September and ended with a shaky ceasefire in late November. The conflict, including Israeli strikes that devastated villages in the south and swaths of Beirut's southern suburbs, cost the country an estimated $14 billion in physical damage and economic losses, according to the World Bank. Recovery and reconstruction will cost an additional $11 billion, according to estimates.
Inflation that took hold during a long economic crisis that predated the fighting continues to grip the country. Hopes for a robust tourist season have so far been dashed, both by continuing Israeli strikes in Lebanon and now the escalating crisis in Iran.
In viral videos posted by Lebanese citizens, Iran's ballistic missiles can be seen soaring over the country, sometimes during outdoor parties, in a country trying to regain its balance. In one of the videos, Alain Otayek, a saxophone player, is shown soloing at a rooftop bar outside Beirut as patrons capture the missiles on their phones.
"I saw people pull their phones out, and I looked up and saw the missiles. I felt I needed to continue playing so I can give the people some peace," he said. "Everyone is worried it will happen again. We thought last year would be the last time we had war and that this summer would be great."
Lebanon's new technocratic government, led by Prime Minister Nawaf Salam, a former president of the International Court of Justice, has struggled to attract investment or major pledges of aid from Lebanon's wealthy Persian Gulf neighbors.
Salam, speaking during a cabinet meeting Monday, condemned the "dangerous Israeli aggression" against Iran. But at home, there was a need to "continue working to consolidate stability, particularly in the south, and to prevent Lebanon from being dragged or implicated in any way in the ongoing regional war," he said.
A Lebanese official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations said that Hezbollah, along with Palestinian factions in Lebanon, were given a message that "Lebanon is not a participant" in the Iran-Israel conflict and that no attacks should be carried out from its territory. The response was "positive," and assurances were given against any intervention, the official said.
There were "concerns regarding Hezbollah's actual capacity for confrontation," the official added, saying it still possessed stocks of missiles but would struggle to launch them, given Israel's constant aerial surveillance. The Israelis were "prepared to target any weapon depots and movement at any second," the official said.
Hezbollah was also trying to recover after its last battle. Its expenditures were increasing from providing financial aid to supporters affected by the last war, while sources of revenue were under strain. The new government had tried to curtail money the group received through Beirut's airport, and smuggling routes through Syria had become more inaccessible after the toppling of Bashar al-Assad, Hezbollah's deposed ally.
"We believe Hezbollah needs to continue holding its breath and not interfering, no matter how bad the escalation is going to be," said Ghassan Skaf, an independent member of parliament, who released a statement praising Hezbollah after meeting with Lebanon's president Wednesday.
The group was "weak now, and they don't want to initiate any action" that would make them unpopular in Lebanon, he said. In the group's current state, military intervention would be ineffective and "everybody's going to be upset with them, and they can destroy the country. So it's a lose-lose situation," Skaf said.
But if the confrontation between Israel and Iran turned into a regional war, "this could be a different situation," he said.
During Hezbollah's last war with Israel, there had been grumbling among some of the Lebanese group's supporters that Iran had not been proactive enough in coming to Hezbollah's aid -- complaints that started to circulate after the killing of Nasrallah in a massive Israeli strike.
Qassir, the analyst, said such complaints had no bearing on Hezbollah's current position. For decades, Tehran "has provided Hezbollah with military, financial and expert support, but cannot fight on their behalf," he said. "Hezbollah will never abandon Iran."
Fahim reported from Istanbul.
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These Iran nuclear sites are in Israel's crosshairs as U.S. weighs strikes
Strikes on Natanz, Fordow, Isfahan and elsewhere pose little regional radiation risk but could release plumes of toxic chemicals, experts say.
By Joshua Yang, Karen DeYoung | 2025-06-19

A worker inside a uranium conversion facility in 2005 just outside Isfahan, about 250 miles south of Tehran. (Getty Images) 


Preventing Iran from developing nuclear weapons has been the primary goal of U.S. and Israeli policy toward Iran for decades.
The Iranian nuclear program has existed in some form since the 1950s, when Iran was ruled by a U.S.-backed monarchy and Washington supported the development of an Iranian civil nuclear sector. After the 1979 Islamic revolution, the newly formed Islamic Republic of Iran turned toward Russia and China to build its nuclear capabilities. During the late 1990s and early 2000s, Iran openly pursued nuclear weapons research but declared that it would halt its nuclear weapons program in 2003.
Since then, Iran's civil nuclear program has continued, although it was limited by the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, known as the Iran nuclear deal, from 2015 until a year after President Donald Trump's unilateral withdrawal in 2018. Iran claims it is interested in developing nuclear reactors only for civilian energy use, but analysts -- and Western governments -- long have contended that Tehran is intent on obtaining nuclear weapons.
On Friday, Israel began a wave of strikes on Iran, including on its nuclear facilities. As the United States weighs whether to join Israeli efforts to take out Iran's nuclear program, here's what we know about the sites that Israel has attacked so far, why they are so difficult to destroy and what nuclear hazards the strikes could pose.

Then-Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, center, visits the Natanz facility in 2008. (Iranian President's Office/AP) 


Iran boasts two facilities that enrich uranium gas using centrifuges, producing the uranium fuel to power civilian nuclear reactors -- and without which Iran cannot build nuclear weapons. Taking out both sites is a critical goal for Israel.
Israel struck Iran's main uranium enrichment site, the Natanz nuclear facility, in the first wave of attacks Friday.
Built in secret but publicly revealed in 2002, Natanz is capable of enriching uranium to 60 percent purity, Iran said in 2021 -- close to the 90 percent purity required for weapons-grade uranium -- and is thought to be responsible for producing most of Iran's near-weapons-grade uranium, given that it houses far more centrifuges than Iran's other enrichment facility. Natanz, more than 100 miles southeast of Tehran, lies partially underground and partially aboveground, making it a relatively more accessible target for airstrikes and bombings.
The Atomic Energy Organization of Iran confirmed that the Israeli attacks had damaged Natanz and that chemical and radiation pollution had been detected inside the facility. Though the extent of the destruction remains unclear, the International Atomic Energy Agency, the U.N. nuclear watchdog, said Tuesday that the underground portion of Natanz, which contains the centrifuges, had been struck. The Natanz centrifuges were "severely damaged if not destroyed altogether," IAEA head Rafael Mariano Grossi told the BBC on Monday.
This is not the first attack on Natanz. Stuxnet, a computer virus described by U.S. officials as an Israeli-American joint operation, sabotaged Natanz's centrifuges in 2010. Two separate explosions in 2020 and 2021 also damaged the facility. Iran blamed Israel, which has not confirmed playing any role in the incidents. Natanz was repaired following each attack.

A Jan. 24 satellite photo by Maxar Technologies shows Iran's Fordow nuclear site. (Satellite image (c)2025 Maxar Technologies)


Iran's second nuclear enrichment site, Fordow, is ostensibly designed to produce uranium enriched to 20 percent purity, but IAEA inspectors found samples of uranium enriched to 83.7 percent purity in the facility in early  2023.
A former Iranian missile base about 100 miles south of Tehran near the city of Qom, Fordow is dug into a mountainside hundreds of feet belowground. Though it houses fewer centrifuges than Natanz, the facility's subterranean design renders it far less vulnerable to airstrikes.
Israel launched airstrikes in the vicinity of the site hours after it hit Natanz, Iranian authorities told the IAEA, which has not detected signs of damage at Fordow, Grossi said Monday.
Analysts say that Fordow could be destroyed by multiple GBU-57 A/B Massive Ordnance Penetrator bombs, known as "bunker busters," which use massive force to destroy targets deep underground. Israel has neither the bombs nor the planes needed to lift the heavy explosives. The U.S. possesses both. Should the U.S. enter the conflict, analysts say it probably would be to target Fordow.

A satellite image from March 29 shows the Isfahan enrichment plant in Iran. (Maxar Technologies/Reuters) 


Isfahan houses the plant where natural uranium is converted into the uranium hexafluoride gas that is fed into centrifuges at Natanz and Fordow, according to the Washington-based Nuclear Threat Initiative. Israel struck Isfahan on Friday, and Grossi confirmed Sunday that the attack had damaged four buildings, including the uranium conversion facility.
Iran said on Thursday -- before the Israeli strikes -- that it would begin plans to build a third enrichment site. The announcement came in response to the IAEA's first-ever censure of Iran's nuclear program, which found that the country had failed to comply with nonproliferation obligations, and came with the threat of sanctions.
Iran's oldest nuclear facility houses a small research reactor supplied by the U.S. to the previous Iranian regime in 1967. The site includes a site for manufacturing and testing centrifuge rotors, which Israel damaged in a strike on Wednesday, the IAEA confirmed in a statement.
Israel targeted an Iran Centrifuge Technology Co. workshop in Karaj, some 30 miles northwest of Tehran, the IAEA said Wednesday. The facility, which manufactures centrifuge components, was subject to international monitoring. In 2021, one of four IAEA cameras placed inside the workshop was destroyed and the footage lost, according to Israeli media reports at the time. Iran then barred IAEA inspectors from accessing the site.
Iran's nuclear program also includes the Bushehr nuclear power plant, a commercial nuclear reactor in the south near the Persian Gulf, and the Arak heavy water reactor, which produces heavy water to operate nuclear reactors. Neither site appears to have been hit.
The greatest risk of nuclear fallout -- radioactive particles released into the atmosphere -- would come in an attack on one of Iran's nuclear reactors. Material from a reactor, or spent fuel being stored in cooling tanks, could create the kind of accident that took place at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant in the Soviet Union in 1986 or Japan's Fukushima power plant in 2011.
"With Iran, the facilities that we are most concerned about are the operating power plants, with Bushehr at the top of the list," said Nickolas Roth, NTI's senior director of nuclear materials security.
Governments in the region, including Qatar, expressed concern about the possibility of nuclear fallout. One official in the Persian Gulf, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter, said their government was most worried about a strike on nuclear sites inadvertently triggering an explosion that disperses nuclear material in the region.
Still, nuclear experts say that attacks on Iran's buried enrichment facilities, or on stored highly enriched uranium, pose little broader radiation risk because of the nature of the material itself and the likelihood that it would not travel far.
"The radiation, primarily consisting of alpha particles, poses a significant danger if uranium is inhaled or ingested," a risk that can be mitigated by protective devices for those in the facility, Grossi told the IAEA board of governors Monday.
More immediately concerning to experts is the possible release of toxic chemicals that can form if and when uranium material, most of which is stored as uranium hexafluoride gas, comes into contact with water in the form of humidity in the air. That leads to the formation of hydrofluoric acid, an extremely hazardous gas. "Talk about these facilities becoming dirty bombs and that sort of thing, it's not supported by science," said Edwin Lyman, director of nuclear power safety with the Union of Concerned Scientists, a nonprofit advocacy group. "But the chemical hazards are very real."
The greatest risk of strikes would be to workers in the vicinity of the facilities. Both Fordow and Natanz are fairly far from populated areas, and gas would dissipate within a few kilometers of the sites.
The extent of the danger also would depend on the explosion -- whether it collapses the mountain under which Fordow was buried, effectively containing dangerous materials from escaping into the air, or creates a crater, Lyman said.
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Princess of Wales unexpectedly cancels appearance at Royal Ascot
Catherine has slowly returned to public events after cancer treatment and had been expected in the procession of Royal Ascot, but she abruptly canceled. 
By Karla Adam | 2025-06-18

Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla with Carole Middleton, mother of Catherine, Princess of Wales, in the stands at the Ascot Racecourse on Wednesday. (Toby Melville/Reuters)


LONDON -- Catherine, Princess of Wales, pulled out of a high-profile horse racing event on Wednesday -- an unexpected cancellation that renewed attention on her ongoing recovery from cancer.
British media reports said Kate, as she is widely known, was "disappointed" not to attend the Royal Ascot, a signature event for Britain's royals. She is trying to "find the right balance as she fully returns to public facing engagements," the Press Association news agency said.
Catherine's name had appeared in the Ascot's official guest list of those in the carriage procession, along with her husband, Prince William, King Charles III and Queen Camilla. Ascot later published a revised list of names.
Kensington Palace confirmed that William attended the event without his wife. Catherine's mother, Carole Middleton, was also present and was photographed with her daughter-in-law, Alizee Thevenet, the wife of Catherine's brother, James Middleton.

Britain's Prince William waves as he arrives on a horse-drawn carriage on the second day of the Royal Ascot horse racing event in Ascot, west of London, on Wednesday. (Justin Tallis/AFP/Getty Images)


Royal Ascot is known as much for its world-class horse racing as it is for its royal sightings and extravagant fashion. Held over five days at the Ascot Racecourse, about 30 miles west of London, it was one of the late Queen Elizabeth II's favorite social events.
Catherine has gradually increased her public appearances after she announced in January that she was in remission from an undisclosed form of cancer. In recent days, she attended Trooping the Colour (the king's birthday parade) and a service celebrating the Order of the Garter. She also visited a storage facility for the Victoria and Albert Museum.
But the palace has consistently said that there would be a flexible approach to her return to duties, depending on her recovery and how she was feeling.
In March 2024, Catherine announced in an emotional video that she was being treated for cancer, a month after Charles said he had been diagnosed with cancer.
In a September video post, she said she had completed chemotherapy and wanted to "stay cancer free."
At the time, she said she was looking forward to "undertaking a few more public engagements in the coming months when I can." But she also acknowledged that "my path to healing and full recovery is long, and I must continue to take each day as it comes."
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Trump demands Iran's 'unconditional surrender' as strikes continue
Israel and Iran continue trading strikes as President Donald Trump gathered his top security advisers and the U.S. military increased firepower in the Middle East.
By Frances Vinall, Abbie Cheeseman, Annabelle Timsit, Angie Orellana Hernandez, Michael Birnbaum, Leo Sands, Lior Soroka, Christian Shepherd, Andrew Jeong, Niha Masih, Dan Lamothe, Claire Parker, Karen DeYoung, Joshua Yang, Alex Horton, Maham Javaid, Warren Strobel, Mikhail Klimentov, Natalie Allison, Alon Rom, Sammy Westfall, Scott Clement, Elahe Izadi, Brianna Tucker, Gerry Shih, Susannah George, Evan Hill, Heidi Levine, Adam Taylor, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Kate Brady, Nilo Tabrizy, Patrick Svitek, Yeganeh Torbati, Kareem Fahim, Abigail Hauslohner, Natalia Abbakumova, Jintak Han, Cat Zakrzewski, Amanda Coletta, Kelsey Ables | 2025-06-18
This live coverage has ended. For the latest updates, please go here.
Sirens and loud explosions could be heard in Tel Aviv on Tuesday night, just hours after President Donald Trump gathered his top security advisers at the White House to discuss the prospect of U.S. involvement in the conflict between Israel and Iran. "He may decide he needs to take further action to end Iranian enrichment," Vice President JD Vance said in a post Tuesday on X. In posts on social media, Trump demanded "unconditional surrender" from Iran and said that the United States knows where Iran's supreme leader is but won't kill him, "at least not for now."
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With Trump on its side, Israel becomes Middle East's clear hegemon
President Donald Trump had cast himself as a man of "peace" and a "dealmaker" intent on stabilizing a febrile region and ending conflicts. But he now appears poised to join one. 
By Ishaan Tharoor | 2025-06-18
You're reading an excerpt from the WorldView newsletter. Sign up to get the rest, including news from around the globe and interesting ideas and opinions to know, sent to your inbox on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the White House in April. (Kevin Mohatt/Reuters)


"UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER!" That was President Donald Trump's demand posted on social media Tuesday afternoon, amid a series of posts where the U.S. president seemed to signal that his country was preparing to enter Israel's expanding  conflict with Iran. The spiraling attacks that started at the end of last week when Israel unilaterally struck key Iranian targets threatens to convulse the Middle East in chaos, upset global oil markets and carve a new swath of death and destruction through both countries.
Starting with his inauguration, Trump had cast himself as a man of "peace" and a "dealmaker" intent on stabilizing a febrile region and ending wars. But by Tuesday afternoon, after he cut short his appearance at a summit of the Group of Seven nations, Trump appeared set to join one. He proclaimed that the United States and Israel shared air superiority over Iranian skies. And he intimated that U.S. forces could, if they wished, target and kill Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the supreme leader of Iran's theocratic regime. Upping the ante the night before, Trump said the residents of Tehran -- perhaps all 10 million people who live within the city limits of the Iranian capital -- should evacuate.
At the time of writing, it wasn't clear whether Trump would commit U.S. airpower in the coming hours to hit certain targets in Iran and assist Israel's strikes, or simply hope to leverage his threats into concessions from the Iranian regime. The developments mark a sharp turn away from Trump's initial posture, where he had championed diplomacy in public and urged Israeli restraint in private. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his allies successfully pulled Trump into the conflict, convincing him of the imminent peril of Iran rushing to build a nuclear weapon -- even though some U.S. officials did not share the same assessment regarding Iran's nuclear intentions.
"We're doing something in the service of mankind, of humanity and it's a battle of good against evil. America does and should stand with the good," Netanyahu said in an interview with ABC News.

On this episode, President Trump's increasing involvement in Iran, and his 2024 financial disclosures reveal his biggest sources of profit.


Israel insists that its operations are focused on the "existential" risks posed by Iran's nuclear and ballistic missile programs. But  in recent days since the war flared, it appears that Netanyahu's goals may be more far-reaching. He also suggested killing Khamenei -- that is, taking out the head of the regime -- would bring a tidy end to the conflict. In a conversation with Iranian opposition media based abroad, he bluntly argued that now was the time for regime change. "A light has been lit, carry it to freedom," Netanyahu told Iran International's Pouria Zeraati. "This is the time, your hour of freedom is near, it's happening now."
Even if Iran's "hour of freedom" is not nigh -- and one can expect the embattled regime to circle the wagons and desperately cling to power -- Netanyahu's moment of preeminence is here. He has built off Israel's tactical victories over the past 20 months. The Oct. 7, 2023, terrorist strike by militant group Hamas on southern Israel triggered a wave of Israeli reprisals that has washed over much of the Middle East. Hamas is  severely degraded as a fighting force and its base of operations in the Gaza Strip is a rubble-strewn ruin and site of a sprawling humanitarian catastrophe. Lebanon's Hezbollah, a key Iranian proxy, has been reduced to a shadow of itself after relentless Israeli bombardments and a clandestine assassination campaign of the group's top ranks. And after Hezbollah was humbled, Syria's pro-Iranian regime was ousted last year, wiping out yet another crucial platform for Iran's strategic depth in the region.
The right-wing Israeli leader spent decades calling out the Islamic Republic and urging partners in the West, especially in Washington, to confront it. Ten years ago, he agitated against U.S. efforts at the time to forge a deal with Iran that curbed its nuclear activities. Then, his persistence lay behind Trump's decision in his first term to scrap the accord. After Trump broke the deal in 2018, Iran resumed uranium enrichment at levels previously thwarted.
Mutual antipathy toward Tehran underlay Israel's normalization deals with a handful of rich Arab monarchies, including the United Arab Emirates. In international forums, Netanyahu kept warning about the risks of an Iranian nuclear weapon and the dangers posed by its militant proxies. His foreign and domestic critics said he was distracting from Israel's unresolved conflict with the Palestinians, millions of whom live under Israeli military occupation.
But he never let Iran out of his crosshairs, even as the Israeli war machine tore through Gaza. The focus still pays political dividends. After narrowly surviving a parliamentary vote last week that could have collapsed his government, Netanyahu now has the backing of his most vocal domestic rivals in his sweeping campaign against Iran.
In a Tuesday interview, Netanyahu said Israel's military actions were paving the way for "a different Middle East." It's one where Israel, buoyed by ironclad U.S. support, has emerged as the paramount hegemon. Tiny in size and population, it nevertheless has been able to exert its superior capabilities across a wide sweep of countries and targets, at little to no political cost. It is pummeling Iran for its nuclear ambitions while maintaining the Middle East's only nuclear arsenal. What Trump and his special envoy, Steve Witkoff, hoped to achieve through back-channel diplomacy with Tehran has been swept aside by the new status quo Netanyahu is forging.
Shlomo Ben-Ami, a former Israeli foreign minister, argued that Netanyahu's politicking is part of the reason why Iran's nuclear capabilities are as advanced as they currently are. But the systematic degradation of key Iranian nuclear and military sites suggest an endgame that has little interest in compromise.
"In line with his grand Churchillian ambition -- and mirroring the perspective he has brought to his war against Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon -- Netanyahu is seeking 'total victory' over Iran," Ben-Ami wrote. "This would render a nuclear deal unnecessary."
Following Israeli lobbying, Trump, too, seems determined to "end Iranian enrichment," as Vice President JD Vance put it in a social media post. Given considerable public disapproval in the United States for further military entanglements in the Middle East, it's unclear how sustained U.S. support for Israel's campaign may be in the days to come.
That uncertainty also underscores the implicit vulnerability of Israel's position. "Israel remains critically dependent on its American patron, which supplies most of the aircraft, bombs, and missiles it needs to attack its neighbors along with constant diplomatic protection," wrote Stephen Walt, a professor of international relations at Harvard University. "A true regional hegemon doesn't have to rely on others to dominate its neighborhood, but Israel does."
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Russia hits Kyiv with deadliest attack of the year; G-7 avoids talk of Ukraine
Russia attacked multiple cities across Ukraine with 440 drones and 32 missiles, while President Donald Trump avoided committing to any new sanctions at the G-7 summit.
By Lizzie Johnson, Amanda Coletta, Kostiantyn Khudov, Serhii Korolchuk | 2025-06-18
KYIV -- At least 28 people, including an American citizen, were killed and 134 were injured in a massive overnight attack on Kyiv, marking one of the deadliest strikes on the Ukrainian capital this year as divisions in the Group of Seven nations kept mentions of the war to a minimum.
The early-morning attack came as the situation in the Middle East prompted Trump to cut short his visit to the G-7 summit in Canada, where it had been expected that participants would discuss the possibility of harsher sanctions on Russia to push it toward a ceasefire.
Instead, the summit ended without a joint statement on Ukraine. In a summary of the summit published Tuesday, its chair, Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney, wrote that the G-7 leaders backed Trump's efforts "to achieve a just and lasting peace in Ukraine"; agreed Russia must commit to an unconditional ceasefire, like Ukraine has; and said they were exploring options to pressure Russia, including sanctions.
Russia pummeled Kyiv and its suburbs with 175 drones, 14 cruise missiles and at least two ballistic missiles in an attack lasting several hours, Tymur Tkachenko, head of the Kyiv city military administration, said in a post on Telegram. The death toll climbed throughout the day with bodies still being pulled out on Wednesday afternoon.
Kyiv's air raid sirens went off at about 9 p.m. Monday and then didn't let up until 6 a.m. Tuesday morning. Russia sent more than 440 drones and 32 missiles against multiple cities across the country, President Volodymyr Zelensky said, including Kyiv, Zaporizhzhia, Chernihiv, Zhytomyr, Kropyvnytskyi, Mykolaiv and Odessa.
Two people also died in Odessa and 26 were injured -- bringing the death toll nationwide for the attacks to 30.
The past few weeks have proved to be particularly deadly in Ukraine. So far this month, Russia has lobbed at least 3,340 long-range drones and 135 missiles over the border, Ukrainian authorities said. Civilian casualties for the first five months of 2025 are up 50 percent compared with last year, the U.N. Human Rights Monitoring Mission said.
Russian President Vladimir Putin "is doing this only because he can afford to continue the war," Zelensky said in a post on Telegram. "He wants the war to continue. It is bad when the powers that be turn a blind eye to this." The Ukrainian president was supposed to meet with Trump on Tuesday at the G-7 summit.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said the attack during the summit was Putin's way of making the world leaders look weak.
"Putin does this on purpose, just during the G-7 summit. He sends a signal of total disrespect to the United States and other partners who have called for an end to the killing," he posted on X.

Russia launched a deadly overnight attack across Ukraine with hundreds of drones and missiles on June 17.



Kostiantyn fears his son Dmytro is inside a residential building that was damaged during a Russian missile strike in Kyiv and waits for rescue workers while they search the rubble on Tuesday. (Oksana Parafeniuk/For The Washington Post)



A friend shows a photo of Dmytro. (Oksana Parafeniuk/For The Washington Post)


The United States has been out of step with its G-7 allies, who have pushed for stronger measures against Russia, including more sanctions. On Monday in Canada, Trump demurred on whether he would join the European Union in slapping additional sanctions on Russia, saying it cost the U.S. a "tremendous amount of money" and the Europeans should "do it first."
He also criticized the G-7 for expelling Russia from the group in 2014, calling it a "big mistake." Putin was "insulted" by the exclusion, Trump said, and he claimed that the war in Ukraine could have been avoided if Putin had been kept in the fold.
He did not mention that Russia was suspended because it invaded and later illegally annexed Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula.
"As leaders gather at G-7, will the world hand Russia another greenlight through inaction? With promised consequences again never materializing?" Ukraine's minister of economy, Yulia Svyrydenko, said in a post on X. "Russia hears this loud and clear and scales up attacks on our people accordingly. This is not war. These are massacres."
In 2024, the joint communique at the G-7 called on Russia to "end its illegal war of aggression and pay for the damage it caused to Ukraine." Such language was absent from the summary published Tuesday, the contents of which Carney said had been agreed upon by all of the G-7 members.
"There would be things some of us, Canada included, would say above and beyond what was said in the chair summary," Carney said Tuesday at a news conference in Kananaskis, Alberta.
Earlier that day, an official in Carney's office, briefing reporters on background, said a strongly worded statement on the war in Ukraine had been scrapped because the U.S. declined to sign on to it and wanted to water down some of the language. The other G-7 members -- Canada, Britain, France, Italy, Japan and Germany -- agreed that the language that had drawn U.S. opposition would be in a statement that Carney issued at the summit's conclusion, the official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive diplomatic matter.
When asked, the White House did not comment on the substance of the remarks made at the briefing. Anna Kelly, a White House spokeswoman, said Trump was "leading the world in ending this brutal war."
The Canadian prime minister's office later retracted the comments made during the briefing.
"No proposed joint statement regarding Ukraine was distributed," Emily Williams, a spokeswoman for Carney, said Tuesday in a statement. "Canada's intention was always for the important language to be part of the G7 Chairs' Summary, and it was."
Efforts by Trump to broker a peace -- after claiming he would end Russia's war in Ukraine in his first 100 days -- have stalled as his attention has shifted, most recently to the conflict between Iran and Israel.
A Ukrainian security official, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue, said Tuesday's attack on Kyiv came after the U.S. transferred a stockpile of 10,000 anti-drone munitions designated for Ukraine to the Middle East instead.
The lack of the "relatively cheap missiles" -- or little rockets used to intercept drones -- the security official said, was creating a perilous situation for Ukraine at a time when the Kremlin is firing hundreds of drones in each attack.
"They took all of that ammunition. They were super important," the official said. "We need to find a new anti-Shahed solution as soon as possible. Otherwise we will have this situation every day," he said referring to the Iranian-style drones Russia uses in its attacks.

A view of the damaged residential building in Kyiv. (Oksana Parafeniuk/For The Washington Post)



Rescue workers carry a body found under the rubble. (Oksana Parafeniuk/For The Washington Post )



A woman hugs a man who is anxiously waiting for his son to be found under the rubble. (Oksana Parafeniuk/For The Washington Post)


Redirection of munitions to the Middle East will undermine Ukraine's ability to defend itself at a time when "Russian tactics and scales of attacks are evolving to make attacks more deadly," said Mykola Bielieskov, a research fellow at the Ukrainian National Institute for Strategic Studies and a senior analyst at Come Back Alive, a Ukrainian foundation that provides support to the military.
On Tuesday -- hours after the air raid sirens had quieted and rescue workers had begun tallying the damage -- Trump told reporters on Air Force One that he wasn't aware of the Russian attacks and would "have to look at it."
Meanwhile, a kindergarten and a community center in Odessa lay in ruins. In Kyiv, a nine-story apartment building -- where residents had been sleeping when a ballistic missile hit -- collapsed, sending smoke spiraling into the sky and rubble spilling into the street.
Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said a 62-year-old U.S. citizen died in a house near where medics were providing assistance to the victims, Klitschko said.
Outside the nine-story building, branches were sheared from the trees and smoke fogged the air. A bank of blue elevators was visible from within the peeled-apart building, where a crane was lifting chunks of concrete, looking for signs of life in the destruction. Rescue workers in red stepped carefully through the rubble, searching for survivors -- then bodies.
Across the street, the windows of an office building were blown out, blinds flapping out, slashes of white against a gray sky. Bits of ash floated on the breeze.
"This is one of the most brutal and deadly attacks on Kyiv," said Oleksii Kuleba, a deputy prime minister, visiting the scene. "It lasted almost all night. ... Obviously, you see that it's not just Russia. It's a coalition of different countries, like Iran and North Korea, producing these weapons. We need the support of our partners, especially the U.S."

A destroyed car near the site of a Russian missile strike Tuesday on a residential building in Kyiv. (Oksana Parafeniuk/For The Washington Post)



Children watch rescue efforts Tuesday in Kyiv. (Oksana Parafeniuk/For The Washington Post)



A woman walks near the site of the Russian missile strike in Kyiv. (Oksana Parafeniuk/For The Washington Post)


Olha Evstafiyeva, 40, watched from a nearby playground where people had gathered, leaning against metal slides and swings with chipped paint, waiting to see if their neighbors had survived. Where 30 apartments had once stood tall was now empty sky.
"I've never experienced anything like that in my life," she said, describing how she and her 6-year-old son had sprinted to the bomb shelter at a nearby school, twice dropping on their bellies on the sidewalk as drones roared overhead. "It's like a bad dream. I think I need to wake up and realize that it's not a dream. It's awful my son has to go through this."
She paused as the crane quieted, a purple T-shirt snared in its teeth. Neighbors rushed toward the caution tape for a better view of the rescue workers as they slid a body wrapped in white plastic onto an orange backboard. Standing with his parents, Artem -- a 28-year-old who spoke on the condition that his last name not be used for security reasons -- said he hoped it wasn't his best friend Dmytro Isaenko. The 32-year-old lived on the sixth floor.
"This is not the way we were picturing our youth," Artem said.
Coletta reported from in Kananaskis, Alberta. Catherine Belton in London; and David L. Stern in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Man in Germany accused of murder, child abuse tied to predatory online group
The 20-year-old from Hamburg was accused of being part of the predatory group 764 and pressuring a 13-year-old American to hang himself while online in 2022. 
By Kate Brady | 2025-06-18
BERLIN -- German authorities arrested a man in Hamburg on Tuesday on suspicion of orchestrating a campaign of online abuse that allegedly coerced a 13-year-old American boy into killing himself while on a live-stream video. Prosecutors said the man was a "relevant member" of 764, a global online community that preyed viciously on children.
Public prosecutors said the 20-year-old man, whose name they did not disclose, is "strongly suspected" of having committed more than 120 crimes from 2021 to 2023, "particularly those directed against life, physical integrity, and sexual self-determination ... to the detriment of a total of eight child or adolescent victims."
He was arrested at his home in Hamburg, in northern Germany, based on a tip from the FBI, which has arrested senior members of 764 and has said the group meets the definition of a terrorist organization.
The group's name comes from the postal code of the teenager who created it in 2021. Assistant FBI Director David Scott, the head of the counterterrorism division, told ABC News last month that the FBI is conducting more than 250 investigations linked to the 764 network, with its 55 field offices nationwide each handling at least one related case.
German officials said the Hamburg man was a leading figure in 764, whose members regularly engaged in brutal abuse, including sexual exploitation, of children. Investigators said members of 764 systematically sought out mentally vulnerable children on social media platforms and online gaming sites before manipulating them into severe self-harm and sexual acts during live video sessions.
"These are depths that are difficult to bear," Hamburg Police Chief Falk Schnabel said at a news conference Wednesday, adding that the acts demonstrated an unimaginable level of brutality and inhumanity.
"The accused allegedly made recordings of these incidents and subsequently threatened the victims with publication unless they committed even more serious self-harm on camera," prosecutors said in a statement.
In the case of the American teen, the accused is alleged to have influenced the mentally unstable boy through another child victim -- "to such an extent that he hanged himself as instructed and streamed his 'suicide' live on the internet," prosecutors said.
Investigators in the case have uncovered more than 120 hours of graphic images and video material, officials said Wednesday.
A single 75-minute abusive chat session took investigators 17 days to analyze, prosecutor Jorg Frohlich told reporters, noting that psychological counseling was provided to those reviewing the evidence.
The suspect, who was identified as holding German and Iranian nationality, will remain in custody as the investigation continues, officials said.
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Traitor or hero? Statue of George Washington stirs mixed reaction in London. 
A statue of the first U.S. president stands prominently in London's Trafalgar Square, but some Britons find it strange to honor a rebellious general alongside English kings. 
By Steve Hendrix | 2025-06-18
LONDON -- Even a long-dead American president creates a hubbub when he pops up in the British capital, and so a crowd quickly gathered on a recent June morning to watch the tall, Colonial-clad figure moving across Trafalgar Square.
"Is that ... George Washington?" wondered one commuter or tourist after another as the flatbed truck beeped into position.
An even more frequent question was, "What is he doing here?" That's what London resident and garden writer Emma Townshend asked while workers maneuvered the life-size bronze statue of the first American president to a place of honor amid statues of King George IV, King Charles I and Adm. Horatio Nelson.
Why was a rebel commander and vanquisher of redcoats -- the confounding father of a breakaway republic -- ascending a pedestal in a plaza devoted to Britain's own heroes, including the eldest son of the king Washington routed in the Revolution?
To most of those pausing to watch, there were no hard feelings about that 18th-century unpleasantness. But Washington's arrival was a bit of a head-scratcher to many, given the current transatlantic tumult and the state of the special relationship 46 presidents later.
"At least it's not Trump," Townshend concluded with a shrug before going on her way.
"We're not completely happy with America right now," said Judith Webster, visiting London from the city of Sheffield in the north of England. "I'm not really sure I want him here."
In fact, the metal commander in chief was not a newcomer.

Conservator Jackie Rumsey buffs the statue at the Rupert Harris Conservation studio in London. 



Metal rods rest on a shelf. 



A bust of Benjamin Franklin sits on a cabinet. 



The Washington statue is moved at the studio. 


The sculpture was sent in 1914 by the commonwealth of Virginia, a gift from former colony to former colonizer to mark the 100-year anniversary of the Treaty of Ghent, which formally ended decades of war between the United States and the United Kingdom. It was a cast copy of a marble statue by French master Jean-Antoine Houdon, sculpted from a plaster mask of Washington's face. The original statue stands in the Virginia Capitol to this day.
Trafalgar Square, near the Charing Cross rail station in central London, is a bit more exposed to the elements. So after a century of the replica steeping in London pollution, a group of Virginians had it taken away in May for restoration and the construction of a new limestone plinth.
It was rededicated Wednesday in a ceremony featuring Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin, the American and British ambassadors, and former prime ministers Theresa May and David Cameron.
But Washington's spot flanking the entrance of the National Gallery -- Britain's National Gallery -- has always been an oddity, showing up on lists of London's weird wonders and a fun fact for taxi drivers to share with American tourists. Tour guide legend holds that the statute was set on a patch of dirt transported from Virginia to honor Washington's reputed pledge to never again set foot on English soil.
Locals, meanwhile, in online message boards and tour groups, periodically debate the propriety of honoring a British subject who went on to best the British army and slice off a valuable hunk of the empire.
"George Washington was indeed a traitor to the crown," a poster said last year in a thread on the topic on Quora.
But to most of the visitors and workers surging through Trafalgar every day, he is just one more garden-variety great man in the sculptural clutter of central London.
"Everyone walks past statues all the time without looking at them," said Alexandra Jackson, a Blue Badge tourist guide. "It was really more noticed when it disappeared. People were wondering if it was taken away because someone might throw something at it."

Families walking to school pass the statue on a moving truck in London. 


The rebooting of Trafalgar's Washington began when John Gerber, an architect and developer from McLean, Virginia, did a double take when he passed the familiar figure during a visit last year. He was delighted to read the inscription that it was a gift of his home state but distressed to see how worn it was, particularly the pedestal.
Gerber formed a fundraising group, Friends of the Washington Statue, and pitched the idea of a rehab to Youngkin and British architect Norman Foster, who agreed to oversee the work. In May, workers wrangled the figure and the 1.3-ton pedestal to the studio of art conservator Rupert Harris.
"It's never touched the ground since it's been here," Harris said in his east London workshop this month, with the Father of America standing serenely amid the dismembered heads and torsos.
For weeks, Washington stood elevated on a wooden pallet as he was stripped of grime, repaired, and buffed to high gloss with repeated coats of the black wax used on many London sculptures. That just was normal procedure, but Harris was also aware of the whole never-touch-English-soil thing.
Which, as it turns out, is not true. Nothing the researchers could find suggests Washington ever said he was loath to set foot in England, nor that Virginia clay was brought for the statue to stand on.
"It seems to be completely made up," said Douglas Bradburn, president of Mount Vernon, Washington's Virginia home, now a museum and popular tourist stop. "It goes completely against the character of George Washington, who made it clear he did not resent the people of England."
Washington never visited Britain (his only trip abroad was to Barbados), but he considered himself a proud English subject for the first part of his life, Bradburn said. He was popular in Britain even during the American Revolution, known to be magnanimous in victory and respectful to defeated officers.
George III himself, upon hearing that the general who pried America from his royal grasp gave up his command and returned to farming, called Washington "the greatest man of the age," according to Troy Bickham, a Texas A&M University historian who has written about the post-Revolution relationship between the two countries.
"The English public were frustrated with their own generals, who weren't able to win," Bickham said. "And here was this American guy, a gentleman farmer. He wouldn't even take a salary."

A crowd watches as conservators place the Washington statue in front of the National Gallery in Trafalgar Square. 



Centering the plinth. 



Adjusting the statue. 



The restored statue, back in its spot. The top inscription reads: "Presented to the people of Great Britain and Ireland by the commonwealth of Virginia 1921." The bottom inscriptions say: "Rededicated in honour of our enduring friendship" and "2025." 


This reputation made it an easy sell when, 131 years after the Revolutionary War, Virginia offered London a Washington of its own. The statue arrived in 1914, and King George V personally approved Trafalgar for its home.
World War I intervened, and it wasn't until 1921 that the statue was dedicated. By then the countries had become true allies, this time fighting together in a devastating war. It was the moment some scholars say the special relationship actually began.
"Why do we as Englishmen gladly welcome the statue of Washington?" George Curzon, the foreign secretary at the time, asked at the original unveiling. "It is because he was a great Englishman, one of the greatest Englishmen who ever lived."
Preservation authorities stopped Harris and his crew from replacing the original plinth, which is a protected object, but they repaired its lead drainage channels and gave it several coats of lime wash.
Carvers chiseled some of Curzon's words on a new two-step base they had cut from the same Dorset quarry as the plinth. On the surface of one, soon to be hidden from sight, they added 13 six-pointed stars, representing the American colonies, as an Easter egg for the next workers to take everything apart, maybe a century from now.
On the morning Washington was ready, specialist art movers packed him up for the return drive to Trafalgar. The crew had hauled a Queen Victoria, a Prince Albert and a Walter Scott through the streets of London, but never an enemy commander.
"This is my first American hero," said Tom Ruffla, easing the wrapped and strapped first president onto the bed of his truck with a forklift.
Two hours later, Ruffla was guiding the artwork into place as onlookers shot video. Washington was cleaner than before, and he now stands on a couple of things that weren't underfoot for his first century in London. One is a time capsule that the organizers buried beneath the base.
The other is a fine scattering of soil that William Rogers, one of the project managers, brought back from his research visit to Mount Vernon, a souvenir he had to explain to security agents at Washington Dulles International Airport.
If the soil legend wasn't true before, it is now.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/06/18/george-washington-statute-london-traitor/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            World
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Lifestyle
          
        

      

      Business

      The latest business news, analysis and columns, including on the economy, personal finance, work, technology and more.


      
        Want to find better solutions? Learn to embrace questions.
        Elizabeth Weingarten

        By embracing questions, better answers often emerge. Author Elizabeth Weingarten found a way to lean in, inspired by the poetry of Rainer Maria Rilke.

      

      
        Fed holds interest rates steady, brushing off Trump's calls for big cuts
        Andrew Ackerman

        The central bank is waiting for clearer economic data amid uncertainty over President Donald Trump's trade war and other policies.

      

      
        Nippon Steel completes takeover of U.S. Steel in $14.2 billion deal
        Abha Bhattarai

        Nippon Steel completes its purchase of U.S. Steel after more than a year and half of high-stakes negotiations and national security concerns.

      

      
        Social Security fund could run dry ahead of earlier forecast, trustees say
        Julie Weil

        The annual report forecasts the date when the trust funds will run out of money, triggering sharp automatic cuts in benefits. Here's what you need to know.

      

      
        Senate GOP seeks to reward oil drillers amid deep cuts to wind and solar
        Evan Halper

        The Senate version of President Donald Trump's tax-cutting bill slashes green energy tax credits but contains generous subsidies for petroleum companies that use captured carbon dioxide in oil production.

      

      
        
          	
            World
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Lifestyle
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Want to find better solutions? Learn to embrace questions.
By embracing questions, better answers often emerge. Author Elizabeth Weingarten found a way to lean in, inspired by the poetry of Rainer Maria Rilke. 
By Elizabeth Weingarten | 2025-06-19

(Illustration by Nicolas Ogonosky/The Washington Post)


What do I do when I don't know what's next? How do I move forward when I feel stuck?
These were the queries at the heart of Franz Kappus's letters. It was 1903 when Kappus, a 19-year-old aspiring poet, began writing to the Austrian poet Rainer Maria Rilke and asking for advice about how to live his life. Like many 19-year olds, he had a lot of questions -- about love, work, art, relationships.
Rilke famously wrote back not with answers, but by telling him, "I want to ask you, dear sir, as best I can, to have patience about everything that is still unresolved in your heart; try to love the questions themselves, like locked rooms, like books written in a truly foreign language."
When I read this passage by Rilke in "Letters to a Young Poet," the book of their years-long correspondence, I had another question: How do you love the questions of your life, particularly the ones that are painful? I read the book at a time when I was buckling under big questions, especially after leaving a job to pursue a creative project that was failing. The phrase "what am I doing with my life?" echoed in my head as I applied for job after job and received a steady stream of rejections.

(Harper Collins)


Inspired by Rilke's words, I embarked on a journey to learn how to love the questions of our lives, particularly in a world in which so many of us have become addicted to fast, easy answers. It became a book about how to thrive during times of uncertainty entitled "How to Fall in Love With Questions." Though I wrote about the big questions around identity, relationships, career, love and loss, what I learned can apply to business leaders grappling with a turbulent economic climate, the unpredictable impacts of AI, or other sources of uncertainty because of one big insight: Our relationship to the uncertainty in our lives directly reflects the relationship we have with ourselves. In other words, the better we are able to regulate our own emotions, comfort ourselves in difficult moments, and know what we need during those moments -- the better we will be at thriving in and leading through uncertainty.
For professionals, a crucial and challenging step is to cultivate a connection to ourselves that isn't contingent on achievements. Baylor University doctoral student Elizabeth Bounds has devoted much of her research to understanding how to do it. Growing up as an athlete, Bounds became curious about the questions "Who am I, and what am I worth if I can't achieve and perform?" As she played soccer and basketball, Bounds began to realize her self-worth was too rooted in her success on the field or the court.
"For so many athletes, sport is a very salient source of identity," she says.
The problem with any kind of achievement or performance-related identity, Bounds says, is that it can subsume you. Being an athlete or business leader is not just part of who you are, but all of it. Also called identity foreclosure, this problem can make it seem as though a failure on the playing field -- or in the boardroom -- indicates that you are a failure. It turns any mistake into a kind of referendum on your value and dignity.
"What I know now is that it's more adaptive to root your sense of self-worth in more sturdy, internal domains -- for instance, in your own morality," she says. "Work performance, athletic performance, other people's opinions -- all of these are outside of your control. Those things end up burning you."
When your self-worth is tied to your work achievements, any uncertainty that could threaten your ability to perform becomes something to be feared, rather than an opportunity to change and grow. Indeed, grappling with extreme uncertainty can be an opportunity to reimagine one's identity apart from external expectations or achievements. When Barbara Schoen was in her early 30s, she had risen from a blue collar, "barely middle class" upbringing to a high-status role at a Fortune 500 company, often traveling for work.
Though she felt herself being propelled forward, with vague ambitions to move up, up, up, "I never felt like I was doing what I needed to be doing with my life," she recalls. "I didn't feel like I was making the mark I needed to be making." But who had time to think about that when there was so much to do? Schoen once told an airplane seatmate that she "wanted to change the world." For her, this meant making educational opportunities available for children who lacked access to them, just as she grew up.
Then, the unimaginable happened: Schoen was in a car accident and became paralyzed from the waist down. Her survival plunged her into a sea of questions about what her new life would be. It also forced her to explore the questions that had been percolating before: What did she want to do with her life? Who did she want to be? What would "changing the world" look like for her?
Extreme uncertainty, Schoen learned, demanded that she become more flexible in her identity, stretching into a new one like an unfamiliar yoga pose. Schoen's big questions -- Would she regain her ability to live an independent life? Who was she now that she'd had the accident? Who could she become? -- along with her changed circumstances, meant she could no longer cling to a past version of herself who no longer existed. The injury, she says, "was kind of a relief. I had felt trapped in my current position. . . . I felt like the injury gave me an opportunity to do something else."
And she did. Schoen returned to school to pursue a PhD, later devoting her career to help people with disabilities get access to the resources they need to live empowered lives.
Schoen's story teaches us a powerful lesson. In the face of uncertainty, many of us cling to what we know because it feels safe. We shrink back in fear and narrow the possibilities for our lives, but what I learned during interviews with scientists, artists, activists, philosophers, executives and others is that a life of loving and living in questions is less about chasing the answers, safety and protection, and more about pursuing integrity, challenge and growth.
How do you begin?
In the book, I share tools to develop a questions practice that can help you find clarity about how to move forward in the face of painful uncertainty. One place to start is considering whether your question is the right one.
The best questions open the field of possibilities for our lives. They are usually not binaries, and they do not inherently question our worth. It's the difference between a question like "Am I good at my job?" and "How can I learn more about my strengths and opportunities so I can grow?" Great questions also act as an internal GPS, leading you back to what is most important to you and away from patterns of rumination and regret. You might ask yourself, "Is my question leading me back to what's most important to me, what I really want in my life, or is it pulling me away from it? Is it keeping me trapped in the past, or helping me move forward?"
Remember -- it's okay if you don't have the answers. Ultimately, the questions may help you more than you might think. Kappus, in his letter back to Rilke, tells him that he now realizes "our greatest treasure is not rational understanding, but what ripens within us, silently and unconsciously, and will one day come to the surface of the soul."
Elizabeth Weingarten is a freelance writer whose work has been published in The Atlantic, Slate, and Time, among others. She is the former managing editor of Behavioral Scientist.
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Fed holds interest rates steady, brushing off Trump's calls for big cuts
The central bank is waiting for clearer economic data amid uncertainty over President Donald Trump's trade war and other policies.
By Andrew Ackerman | 2025-06-18

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell speaks during a news conference in D.C. on Wednesday. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


The Federal Reserve kept interest rates unchanged Wednesday as it continues to gauge the fallout from President Donald Trump's trade war and other policies that have clouded the economic outlook.
Central bankers still expect to cut rates twice this year, as they signaled a few months ago, but internal doubts are growing about whether cuts are warranted at all in 2025. Of the 19 Fed officials who participated in this week's meeting, seven penciled in no changes this year, up from four in March.
Wednesday's unanimous decision, which left the Fed's short-term rates unchanged at 4.25 to 4.5 percent, reflects the continuing uncertainty over a raft of Trump administration policies that could affect the economy, including the rates at which foreign goods will be tariffed as well as a continuing crackdown on immigration. The Fed must also now weigh the conflict between Iran and Israel, which threatens to disrupt oil markets, potentially driving up gasoline prices and adding fresh inflationary pressure.
"For the time being, we're well positioned to wait to learn more about the likely course of the economy," Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell told reporters at a news conference.
Officials said that they expect the economy will grow more slowly and that the unemployment rate will tick up slightly compared with their last forecast. Inflation is also expected to heat up this year, fueled by tariffs, before dissipating over the coming year or two.
Powell said that inflation could be short-lived, reflecting a one-time shift in the price level. But he also warned that the inflationary effects could prove more persistent. "Avoiding that outcome will depend on the size of the tariff, effects on how long it takes for them to pass through fully into prices, and ultimately on keeping longer-term inflation expectations well anchored," he said.
Trump preempted Wednesday's widely telegraphed pause by renewing his attacks on Powell for not lowering interest rates, calling the central bank leader "stupid" while publicly riffing on whether he could appoint himself as Powell's replacement. Trump also pressed for cuts of more than 1 percentage point.  
"So we have a stupid person," Trump said. "I think he hates me, but that's okay. I've been so nice to him, fellas. ... I do it every way in the book. I'm nasty, I'm nice. Nothing works."
Stock markets were basically flat Wednesday, after most major indexes gave back earlier gains once the Fed's decision became public.
The Fed remains in a tricky spot, tasked with balancing its dual mandate of maximum employment and stable inflation. Prolonged trade uncertainty risks slowing growth and unsettling financial markets -- conditions that would normally prompt a rate cut. At the same time, tariffs could reignite inflationary pressures, potentially justifying higher rates instead. Some economists warn that price increases could take longer to show up than signs of a weakening economy.
But for the moment, Powell said the economy appears to be on sturdy ground.
"Look at labor force participation. Look at wages, look at job creation. They're all at healthy levels now, I would say you can see perhaps a very, very slow continued cooling, but nothing that's troubling at this time," Powell said. "Overall, again, the current stance of monetary policy leaves us well positioned to respond in a timely way to economic developments."
The Fed accomplished its primary objective not to disturb fragile markets and purchase time until officials can assess the impact of the changes in trade, immigration and fiscal policy, said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM. But he warned about the possibility of "stagflation," in which growth stalls while inflation picks up.
"It is impossible not to takeaway from the summary of economic projections that the Fed expects a general economic environment of that resembling stagflation lite in the near term which does not lift the fog of uncertainty that has enveloped the economy during the first six months of the year," Brusuelas said in a research note.
Despite meeting privately with Powell last month in the Oval Office, Trump has renewed his attacks on the Fed leader in recent days. Last week, Trump called Powell a "numbskull" for not lowering interest rates, though he ruled out trying to remove Powell, who is in his final year as Fed chairman.
While the White House pressures Powell to ease policy, the Fed remains wary of moving too soon, mindful of its slow response to post-pandemic inflation that left prices climbing well above its 2 percent target.
Recent inflation readings have been surprisingly subdued, thanks in part to lower energy prices. But that relief may prove temporary. Powell said earlier this year that tariffs are "highly likely" to spur a temporary increase in inflation, cautioning that those effects could end up being longer-lasting.
Tariffs can throw a wrench into the economy by making it harder to produce goods and services while also pushing prices higher. The chaotic way Trump's higher import levies have been rolled out makes it tough for businesses to plan, with some putting investment decisions on hold until the dust settles.
Under one optimistic scenario, overall tariffs settle at a relatively low effective rate -- perhaps at around 10 percent -- and after a one-time price hike, tariff-driven inflation dissipates fairly quickly. Such an outcome would allow for what Fed governor Christopher J. Waller has described as a "good news" rate cut later this year, as long as the labor market continues to hold up.
Other Fed officials have said that the chaotic nature of the tariff rollout -- in which import taxes are announced and then delayed or lowered, or in some cases doubled -- has made the situation far more complex for the central bank, and could ultimately alter consumer and business expectations.
"The textbook notion about tariffs is that ... the tariffs get applied once, and everybody understands what they are," Atlanta Fed President Raphael Bostic told reporters this month. "That's not the environment we've had over the last several months, and so there's a question about how people will respond -- to take on board a rollout that extends over a protracted period of time."
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Nippon Steel completes takeover of U.S. Steel in $14.2 billion deal
Nippon Steel completes its purchase of U.S. Steel after more than a year and half of high-stakes negotiations and national security concerns.
By Abha Bhattarai | 2025-06-19

President Donald Trump arrives to speak at U.S. Steel-Irvin Works in West Mifflin, Pennsylvania, on May 30. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


Nippon Steel has completed its $14.2 billion takeover of U.S. Steel, the company announced Wednesday, capping a year and a half of fraught negotiations and resulting in a landmark deal for a president who originally opposed the deal.
The agreement includes a "golden share" arrangement that gives President Donald Trump final say over key parts of the company's U.S. business -- including plant closures, headquarters location and employee salaries -- as a way to ease earlier national security concerns.
Nippon Steel, a Japanese industry giant, bought all shares of U.S. Steel for $55 apiece, valuing the transaction at $14.2 billion, corporate filings show. The company also plans to invest an additional $11 billion in its U.S. operations by 2028. Combined, the new company will become the world's second-largest steelmaker, giving it a leg up in an industry largely dominated by China.
Nippon Steel's stock price rose by 1.9 percent following the news Wednesday, although it is still down more than 7 percent from the beginning of this year.
"This is a significant deal both economically and in terms of the precedent it sets for foreign investment," said Kristi Govella, senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a bipartisan think tank that focuses on national security. "And it shows there's room for positive surprises from the Trump administration."
The deal comes as welcome news, she said, for foreign investors who might worry that their offers would be blocked for national security reasons. Now instead of being shut out of the country altogether, there is a framework for a viable work-around.
But others warned about giving the president too much power over private corporations and industries. Nippon Steel said Wednesday that the "golden share" agreement will allow the U.S. government to appoint one independent director to the company's board, and require presidential approval for key decisions, such as relocating U.S. Steel's Pittsburgh headquarters, changing the name of the company, and moving jobs or production outside of the United States.
"This is a lot of government control, on a purely nuts-and-bolts, practical level," said Scott Lincicome, vice president of general economics at the Cato Institute, a libertarian think tank.
Although such arrangements are largely unheard of in the United States, they have been popular in the United Kingdom and other countries such as Brazil and Turkey since the 1980s.
The White House has hailed the deal as a way to protect the U.S. steel industry. In recent weeks, Trump has doubled tariffs on steel and aluminum imports to 50 percent, to spur more U.S. production and create jobs, while protecting national security.
"Steel is the backbone of a modern economy and military," White House spokesman Kush Desai said in an email. "The Trump administration is not only preserving an iconic gem of American industrial prowess with the US Steel deal, but safeguarding the national and economic security of the United States."
The acquisition has been divisive since it was proposed in late 2023. U.S. Steel executives have long lauded the takeover as a lifeline for a struggling company. But the labor union that represents U.S. Steel employees has argued the opposite, saying it is a good deal for U.S. Steel executives, not for workers.
On Wednesday, the United Steelworkers union president, David McCall, doubled down on that message, saying the companies had spent "vast amounts of resources into downplaying concerns regarding both the long-term future of USW members' jobs and our national security."
The union has also flagged specific concerns about Nippon Steel, saying it has a long history of unfair trade practices. In April, the Commerce Department ruled Nippon Steel had "dumped" certain types of steel in the United States at abnormally low prices in 2022 and 2023.
Others, though, hailed the purchase as a lifeline for U.S. Steel, which posted more than $200 million in losses in the last two quarters. Annual sales fell 13 percent last year, and executives had warned they would have to shutter U.S. Steel mills if the deal fell through.
"U.S. Steel could not have survived on its own," said William Chou, a deputy director at the Hudson Institute, a conservative Washington think tank. "This injects billions in capital and investments and introduces cutting-edge steelmaking technology to the United States. And it aligns with President Trump's priorities of remaking the trade system and reviving American industry."
Still, economists and legal experts say it's unclear exactly how this deal will play out in the long run, and what it will mean for future partnerships and investments from other countries.
"From the very beginning, there have been two very different views on the importance and significance of this transaction," said Bruce Aronson, a senior adviser at the Japan Center of the U.S.-Asia Law Institute. "And we still don't know what the implications are: Is it a very positive step for foreign direct investment and U.S.-Japan economic relations? Or is this just a one-off deal? We don't know."
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Social Security fund could run dry ahead of earlier forecast, trustees say
The annual report forecasts the date when the trust funds will run out of money, triggering sharp automatic cuts in benefits. Here's what you need to know.
By Julie Weil | 2025-06-18

(Illustration by Alexis Arnold/The Washington Post; iStock)


The trust funds for Social Security and Medicare will run out of money in less than a decade, according to a report released Wednesday, as the programs' trustees warned that the funds' depletion date is significantly closer than predicted a year ago.
If Congress does not overhaul the programs' financing, automatic cuts will slash Social Security benefits by 23 percent and Medicare hospital benefits by 11 percent in 2033, the report said.
Here's what to know about the current state of Social Security.
For today, yes. But in last year's annual report, the trustees projected that Social Security would become insolvent by 2035 and Medicare in 2036. They now predict that Social Security's fund will run out of money in 2033, or in 2034 if Congress changes the law to combine the separate funds for old-age benefits and for disability insurance. They also now forecast that Medicare's hospital insurance fund will run out in 2033.
The Social Security and Medicare trust funds are separate from the federal budget and funded by a dedicated payroll tax paid by employers and employees, with each side kicking in 6.2 percent of gross wages up to a certain threshold, currently $176,100 per year. Any wages exceeding that amount are exempt from Social Security taxation.
Medicare collects an additional 1.45 percent of gross wages, bringing total deductions to 7.65 percent per worker.
For years, the programs have been spending more money than they take in, as an aging workforce means more retirees are receiving benefits and fewer workers are paying taxes into the system.
If the trust funds dry up, retirees will still receive benefits as long as workers are paying the payroll taxes. But the amount will drop.
In Wednesday's annual report, the four trustees -- Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Labor Secretary Lori Chavez-DeRemer and Social Security Commissioner Frank Bisignano -- called for prompt legislative action to address the looming insolvency. (Two positions on the board of trustees that are appointed directly by the president have not been filled for a decade.)
The trustees cited several reasons for the funds' looming insolvency.
First, a bipartisan law enacted at the end of President Joe Biden's presidency hiked benefits for more than 3 million retirees. The law was meant to correct imbalances in the benefits paid to some workers who spent part of their careers in state and local government, such as police officers and teachers. When lawmakers voted to raise their benefits, projections at the time said the law would hasten the trust fund's depletion by at least six months.
In addition, the trustees predicted slower earnings growth for workers over the next decade than they had previously forecast.
They also reassessed their predictions about the U.S. birth rate. While Wednesday's report still predicts the U.S. fertility rate eventually will reach 1.9 children per woman, up from 1.6 currently, the trustees now see that change fully occurring by 2050, instead of their previous prediction of 2040 -- which means a longer period of fewer workers paying into the program.
Speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the report before its official release, a senior government official said that a crackdown on immigration -- which generally harms Social Security's bottom line because immigrants pay more money into the program than they claim in benefits -- might prevent that fertility rate from ever being realized. "Historically, the immigrant population has had higher fertility rates," the official said.
Some experts have long questioned the trustees' reliance on a higher fertility rate to shore up the long-term health of the program. "It just seems to me that's not a realistic assumption," American Enterprise Institute senior fellow Mark Warshawsky said, calling a change "long overdue."
The trustees also said that Medicare spent more money on beneficiaries' hospital bills than they forecast in 2024, which led to them moving their predicted depletion date up by three years -- the biggest change from last year's report to this year's. They predicted even more spending on hospital and hospice care in the near future. Another senior government official, also speaking on the condition of anonymity before the report's release, said actuaries aren't sure why spending exceeded predictions last year, though he speculated that it might have been because of delayed medical procedures that patients put off during the coronavirus pandemic.
The entitlement programs would still be financed by payroll taxes and therefore continue, but benefits would decrease.
Such a scenario would be so unpopular that Congress would face great pressure to act. Lawmakers would probably need to consider a mix of benefit cuts plus new revenue -- such as higher taxes to fund Social Security, perhaps taxing wages above the current threshold of $176,100.
"Congress will act. The depletion date is really an action-forcing event," said Nancy Altman, president of Social Security Works, a lobby that advocates taxing the rich to fund more generous benefits.
Romina Boccia, an economist at the center-right Cato Institute who focuses on entitlement programs, said the latest projections aren't likely to push Congress to act yet.
"Congress is still in giveaway mode," Boccia said, citing the current negotiations over the massive Republican tax-cut and spending package. "We can't even get a Republican-controlled Congress and White House to make significant spending reductions. ... There's certainly no courage to make the tough political choices needed, absent a crisis."
Not exactly. Each retiree's monthly benefits are determined by a formula that takes into account their lifetime earnings. But under its progressive structure, lower earners' benefits are higher in proportion to their wages, while higher earners' benefits are relatively lower.
Some researchers argue the United States should save money by cutting benefits for high earners and reframe Social Security primarily as a safety net for poor retirees. Compared with the rest of the world, U.S. benefits are already lower than in most industrialized countries, and American workers retire later than most.
Benefits are based not just on how much you earn during your career, but also on when you retire. While Social Security defines "full" retirement age as 66 or 67 (depending on your birth year), retirees can choose to start taking Social Security at any age between 62 and 70 -- and will get a larger monthly check the longer they wait.
Of course, you need to take into account the fact that if you wait until 70, you won't be receiving any check at all in the earlier years, even if you get a larger check for the rest of your life. So each retiree needs to make their own calculation about what is best for them.
Regardless of any legislative outcome, workers can take steps to make sure they have enough savings in addition to Social Security, such as making retirement contributions a top financial priority regardless of their age.
Political turmoil is also weighing on Americans nearing retirement.
As the U.S. DOGE Service under Elon Musk slashed the workforce at Social Security earlier this year, causing issues in customer service for beneficiaries, more people opted to file for early retirement and start receiving their benefits right away, anxious about changes to the program that could prevent them from claiming them if they had waited.
But experts have generally urged people to wait to receive their full benefit and trust that the program would still be there for them.
Some people, Altman said, "would have worked longer and claimed more. But they're worried and they're claiming quickly."
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Senate GOP seeks to reward oil drillers amid deep cuts to wind and solar
The Senate version of President Donald Trump's tax-cutting bill slashes green energy tax credits but contains generous subsidies for petroleum companies that use captured carbon dioxide in oil production.
By Evan Halper | 2025-06-18

Occidental Petroleum's STRATOS Direct Air Capture facility in Ector County, Texas. The technology is used to trap climate-warming carbon dioxide. Occidental hopes to use carbon dioxide from such facilities to produce billions of gallons of oil. An expanded subsidy pushed by GOP lawmakers would give the effort a major boost. (Occidental)


Senate Republicans have added tax breaks and other subsidies for oil drillers to the GOP tax bill making its way through Congress, including a provision that would reward companies for using an emerging greenhouse-gas-fighting technology -- capturing carbon from the atmosphere -- to boost production of oil by billions of barrels a year.
The massive bill eliminates large swaths of federal funding for wind, solar and other green energy initiatives, reversing many of the Biden-era initiatives aimed at developing clean sources of fuel. At the same time, lobbying efforts by petroleum companies to win benefits from the oil-friendly administration and its allies appear to have paid off.
Several firms, including Occidental Petroleum, which is completing a large carbon-capture plant in the West Texas oil fields, sought expanded subsidies for using captured carbon dioxide to pressurize wells and draw more oil from the ground. The carbon-capture subsidy would push up the tax legislation's price tag by what experts forecast will be billions of dollars.
It emerged after Occidental's CEO said she personally lobbied President Donald Trump.
"President Trump knows the business case for this," Occidental CEO Vicki Hollub told investors in February. "I've had several conversations with him." She said subsidizing the technology will enable oil companies to pull 50 billion to 70 billion additional barrels of oil out of the ground that they would not otherwise be able to get at.
The special subsidy is one of several in the Senate version of the tax bill intended to boost fossil fuels, even as lawmakers say the nation can no longer afford incentives for rooftop solar panels, wind farms and electric cars.
Another Senate provision would provide a tax break to oil drillers, enabling them to reduce -- or even eliminate -- an annual alternative minimum tax by deducting greater amounts for certain expenses.
The bill also would eliminate some rules to make it easier for subsidies to flow to biofuels producers whose supply chains create greenhouse gas emissions. It would cut royalties paid by oil and gas companies to drill on public land, a break worth up to $6 billion over the next decade.
"This disastrous piece of legislation includes giveaway after giveaway for the fossil fuel industry, while cutting crucial clean energy programs that help consumers save money on their electric bills," said Alan Zibel, an oil and gas researcher with Public Citizen.
When the Senate Finance Committee unveiled its bill earlier this week, few industries responded with the level of enthusiasm as the oil industry did. American Petroleum Institute CEO Mike Sommers pronounced it "a tax plan that fortifies America's energy advantage."
"We look forward to working with Congress to get the One Big Beautiful Bill across the finish line and ensure a final tax package that advances global competitiveness," he said in a statement.
Once the Senate passes a bill, differences with the House package will have to be ironed out in what is expected to be a contentious process. It remains uncertain what the final legislation will contain, although GOP majorities in both chambers appear to support broad cuts to green energy initiatives that were part of the Biden-era Inflation Reduction Act. The House and Senate bills also would make cuts to Medicaid to help pay for tax cuts.
Another industry group pleased with the Senate package is the American Exploration and Production Council, or AXPC. The group lobbied for the measure that allows drillers to avoid paying the full alternative minimum tax annually. The measure would cost about $1.1 billion over the next decade, according to the Tax Foundation, a think tank.
Changing the AMT for oil producers was a pillar of AXPC's internal plan for dismantling Biden-era climate policies, which was disclosed by The Washington Post in October. The group's internal documents have highlighted its meetings with key GOP budget writers in the House. They said AXPC executives also met with then-Sen. JD Vance (Ohio), who would go on to become vice president, and Sen. James Lankford (R-Oklahoma), the main champion of the tax cut in Congress.
One of the most expensive Senate bill energy provisions is a revised "clean fuels" credit for ethanol and other biofuels. The measure prolongs the life of the tax break while scrapping requirements that producers factor in the "indirect land use changes" caused by production, which include planet-warming deforestation when farmland is cleared to grow crops for fuel. The cost of the expanded tax credit, according to the Joint Committee on Taxation, is $45 billion over the next decade.
Royalties for drilling on public land would be reduced by about 25 percent. The royalties had been increased in 2022 amid studies that showed they were below market rate.
Modeling by the environmental think tank Resources for the Future shows the royalty cut will cost the federal government $6 billion over the next 10 years, with costs increasing after that to an average of $3 billion annually through 2050.
Republican lawmakers and industry executives argue such projections are flawed, insisting that lower lease costs would spur more production on federal land, leading revenue to increase rather than fall.
Capturing carbon from the atmosphere and storing it underground where it can't contribute to climate change is an idea with bipartisan support. But using the captured carbon to produce more oil is controversial.
The provision sought by Occidental Petroleum and others would allow operators to qualify for larger carbon-capture subsidies even if they inject the carbon dioxide into the ground to pressurize wells. Under current rules, the higher subsidy is limited to instances where carbon dioxide is permanently sequestered.
The costs have yet to be calculated by the Joint Committee on Taxation, but estimates from the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis suggest expanding the subsidy will lead to billions of dollars in additional government outlays per year.
Occidental contends expanding the subsidy, known as 45Q, is an investment in fighting climate change. The company claims that pairing oil production with carbon-capture technologies balances out the climate impact of the oil. It describes such fuel as "net-zero" oil.
The company responded to questions by pointing The Post to Hollub's remarks to investors in February. She said the company can use carbon-capture technology to "deliver long-term value, as well as help achieve U.S. energy security by developing the carbon-neutral fuels the world needs."
Environmental groups call net-zero oil a farce. They accuse the company of misleading the public with claims that increased oil production could actually help the planet.
"This is a proposal to make 45Q an even bigger subsidy for Big Oil," said Lukas Ross, deputy director for climate and energy justice at Friends of the Earth. "Paying for it with cuts to the safety net is abominable."
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The sign of a good bar: Tiny bottles of one German digestif
Legally, the 0.7-ounce bottle of liqueur is not a beverage, but it is an increasingly popular drink in bars and taprooms.
By Tony Rehagen | 2025-06-19

Underberg, a 175-year-old German digestif, has found renewed popularity in American bars and taprooms. (Photos by Brendan McCabe/For The Washington Post) 


The wall behind the bar at Lost Generation Brewing Company is a shrine to a distant time. A row of unmarked taps and the handwritten tap list are flanked by shelves sparsely adorned with backlit antiques. There's a gramophone, patinaed jazz-age horns, a manual typewriter, a candlestick telephone, and a few dusty volumes of Fitzgerald, Hemingway and Gertrude Stein, who inspired the name of the brewery in Washington's Eckington neighborhood.
Beneath the relics of America's Roaring Twenties sits something that dates back much further and hails from much farther away. On the counter rests a small display of tiny bottles, each wrapped carefully in brown shipping paper and labeled with a green-and-white sticker that reads "Underberg." Inside is 0.7 ounces -- 20 milliliters -- of herbal bitters made in Rheinberg, Germany, since 1846.
Founder Hubert Underberg created his namesake product as a digestif, an alcoholic swallow served after a meal thought to aid digestion. But this liqueur isn't necessarily here to help your food-truck tacos settle. The reason these palm-sized bottles are popping up at breweries, dives and bars across the D.C. region and throughout the country -- in countertop racks, miniature green delivery trucks and bandoliers hanging behind the bar -- is in part a triumph of branding. But it's also something of a secret handshake among bartenders, brewers and beverage enthusiasts in the know.
"It's a nice little wink," says Jared Pulliam, head brewer and owner of Lost Generation. "You know when you see it; someone behind the bar is not new to being behind the bar. You can presume ownership has experience."
But the "secret" behind the wink-and-nod is actually a trick of the beverage trade, a long-standing regulatory loophole that makes this unassuming little bottle of 44 percent alcohol more of a necessity to brewers and bar owners than a novelty.

A 0.7-ounce bottle really is tiny. 



Snappy's Small Bar co-owner David Grenaldo works behind the bar at the Petworth neighborhood establishment in Washington. 


Herr Underberg originally concocted his German brand of bitters using herbs and botanicals from 43 countries, though the exact ingredients and extraction and distillation techniques are tightly kept secrets, known only to select members of five generations of Underbergs. "It's all-natural, no added sugar," says Jeff Wells, Underberg brand ambassador for D.C., Delaware, Maryland and Virginia. "The recipe and processing methods have been secrets held and closely guarded by the Underberg family since 1846."
The Underberg label instructs that, unlike most digestifs, which are meant to be taken slowly after a filling meal, Underberg is "not to be sipped but taken all at once and quickly because of its aromatic strong taste." The label also boldly claims (if in very small print): "It is not a beverage."
In a sense, the United States government agrees. The Food and Drug Administration classifies Underberg as a food product, not an alcoholic drink, despite it consisting of nearly half alcohol (making it 88 proof). This helps explain why, even though it was sold in the U.S. starting in 1860, Underberg saw a domestic boost in popularity during Prohibition -- because it was not, in fact, illegal.
This strange classification might explain Underberg's recent resurgence as well. When Lost Generation's Pulliam left his native D.C. for Sonoma, California, in 2014, to brew beer for Lagunitas, he noticed that all the bars and taprooms had Underberg behind the bar. In California, he was told, liquor licenses were hard to come by, so most establishments settled for permission to sell beer and wine. For drinkers looking for a shot in these places, Underberg provided a convenient and legal fix. "My wife runs restaurants, and we knew all the bartenders," Pulliam said. "After work, we'd go grab a beer and everyone would do a round of Underberg. That's how I became indoctrinated."
Meanwhile, back in D.C., the green-labeled bottles began to sprout up throughout the metro area. "It really picked up steam in 2016, and since then we've seen exponential growth," Wells said.
Area professionals push Underberg as an after-meal digestif, Wells said, but also as something you take before or during drinking to assist in digestion of beer. Some adherents swear by it as a preemptive hangover cure; others wait to slip it into their coffee as a hair-of-the-dog salve the next day. Barkeeps and mixologists all over have started incorporating Underberg into their mixed drinks, riding the recent wave of fascination with bitter-forward European-style cocktails (think Negroni).
For instance, Philadelphia's Human Robot brewery, which playfully refers to Underberg as a "liquid tummy rub," on its menu, puts the tiny bottle upside down in a mini bottle of Fever-Tree ginger beer for a cocktail they call "Feverberg."
"The sweetness of the ginger beer cuts the bitterness," says Human Robot co-founder Jake Atkinson. "It looks good and works as a good-tasting cocktail. And it's really good for your tummy."
And of course, there are those who take the label at face value and down it one swallow.

Megan Carpenter, Chris Thomas and Lacia Sommars raise a toast with bottles of Underberg in Snappy's Small Bar in Washington, D.C.'s Petworth neighborhood. The German digestif is riding a recent wave of popularity at bars and taprooms in D.C. and around the country. (Brendan McCabe/For The Washington Post)


"People are always looking for that dare shot," said David Grenaldo, co-owner of Snappy's Small Bar in Petworth. "It's something you buy for all your friends to see their reaction. They're often surprised when it's not that bad."
Grenaldo also credits the company's loyalty program as a reason for the brand's success. Bars and individuals can turn in the tiny green caps in exchange for merchandise: 48 caps for a license plate holder; 384 for a mini 1930s-model Herb Mobile display; 480 for a green suede belt that holds 12 bottles. "We have a couple thousand caps," Grenaldo said. "But we heard a rumor that they might come out with an Underberg Vespa for a million caps, so we're saving up."
When Pulliam returned to Washington in 2019, Underberg was still scarce in the area. But when he opened Lost Generation, the District had a law that breweries could serve only their own beers at their taprooms -- and Pulliam knew a way to add a shot to the menu. Not that it was ordered that frequently at the time. "When someone ordered a round of beers and Underbergs, we always asked 'Where do you work?'" he says. "It was almost always someone in the industry."
Since then, Pulliam has spotted the little bottles behind the bars of more and more taprooms, breweries and restaurants. He rarely acknowledges the display, much less orders one of the tiny bottles. But all the same, he takes comfort in knowing that the  odds are good that the person making the drink knows what they're doing.

The Underberg Herb Mobile display cost Snappy's Small Bar 384 Underberg bottle caps. Next, they're saving up for a Vespa. 
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A chicken salad tartine with fruit and care on the side 
When a new mother needed extra care, her neighbor -- and this sandwich -- was there.
By Daniela Galarza | 2025-06-19

(Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
In the summer of 2024, I was struggling to make sense of my life as a new mother. Every day was filled with uneasy wonder: How did I get here? What was I doing, and why did this new facet of my life, this ancient human experience, seem impossible?
One day, I remember putting my son in his crib for a nap and feeling so grateful that I could now, finally, lie down in bed and stare at the ceiling. I cried with relief, then guilt, then sadness. Eventually, I wiped away the tears, and, because I knew it might make me feel better, I opened a food delivery app and started to order lunch.
Moments later, there was a knock at the door. When I opened it, I found a blue-and-white paper plate holding an open-faced chicken salad sandwich with mango on the side.
Get the recipe: Chicken Salad Tartines
My dear neighbor, a mother of three, had made me lunch. The mango seemed to glow in the dim hallway light, its fragrance mingling with the smell of the pungent, herb-flecked dressing on the chicken. I brought the food back to bed and ate it in blissful silence. Then, I cried again. This time it was out of deep gratitude and love.

Prepping mangoes to serve on the side. (Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


I rummaged around for my phone to send my neighbor a thank-you note. She had texted: "Chicken salad with lots of red onion -- because I like it that way, and because when you eat a lot of raw onion people leave you the hell alone!!! [?] Love you!"
Just as no two people are the same, no two pregnancies or birthing experiences are the same. Without sufficient support, any mother's individual experience can be extremely isolating. It was only when I started to notice the care other mothers offered to me and each other that I started to feel like maybe, just maybe, I could do this.
For a lot of reasons, I never thought I would become a parent. But here I was, and here, too, I eventually discovered, was a club I now belonged to, one full of generosity and reciprocity, of unspoken care and deep love: motherhood.
Inspired by my neighbor's chicken salad sandwich, here's a recipe for Chicken Salad Tartines. There's red onion and cucumber for crunch and flavor, plus tarragon and lots of lemon. Yogurt and mayonnaise keep it light and creamy. I highly recommend fresh, juicy fruit on the side for a burst of sweetness.
Get the recipe: Chicken Salad Tartines
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Ask Sahaj: My brother's getting married, and my 'volatile' mom is getting meaner.
Letter writer bears the brunt of her mom's dominating behavior - and no one in her family stands up to the bullying.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-06-19

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj, I am a second-generation South Asian woman, and I'm in my mid thirties and single with a recently engaged older brother. We have a good relationship, and I've gotten closer to my future sister-in-law (FSIL) in the two years since he became open about her.
The dynamic in our parents' home has inevitably shifted, but it's unfavorable for me because of our dominating and emotionally volatile mom. She and FSIL act performatively, while I'm getting criticized in private for something I shouldn't have said and then expected to smile in photos -- all while regulating my emotions and deep breathing instead of reacting. FSIL picks up on how Mom stresses me out, while Brother has become more of a mama's boy since his days of needing space.
Mom also has little empathy for my health issues, sensitivity and introversion, now that Brother is "finally" getting married and it's party time. My dad and I are both the quiet ones, but he's also sunken from Mom's bullying since retiring and can turn on me under her influence. I've tried to execute boundaries. She creates her own narratives: that I'm envious about being single, when I'm confident I will meet my person at the right time. What I'm actually upset about is her poor communication (i.e., yelling, berating) and low self-awareness.
I've been in therapy secretly since moving back home after grad school during the pandemic and that brought these issues to light. I am grateful I could move out when Brother introduced FSIL; we all live close by. I am also grateful for when I can go home and get a change of scenery from solo dwelling and be with just my parents -- assuming Mom isn't going to unleash some old bomb.
Please help. These three fire signs want a Big Fat Indian Wedding, and I'm afraid of the wrath of the Shaadi-Zilla.
-- Mom's Least Favorite
Mom's Least Favorite: Group harmony is prioritized over individual well-being in collectivist, South Asian households. That's why your FSIL and mom are being "performative," or why your dad turns inward and gives in to your mom. It's probably also why your brother is leaning into his role as "mama's boy." But when a family's emotional nucleus -- in this case, your mom -- is "dominant" and "emotionally volatile," group harmony comes at a huge cost. Add in a looming Big Fat Indian Wedding, and it gets even more complicated.
While there are moments of joy and gratitude in your home life, it's also clear you are struggling to take care of yourself and efficiently set boundaries so you don't lose yourself in these relationships. Boundaries aren't about changing your family's behavior; they're about protecting your emotional bandwidth. You may wish your mom was less volatile, or your dad, brother or FSIL would be more supportive of you, but these wishes are not actual boundaries. Boundaries would be what you do to protect yourself in these situations.
As the wedding approaches, start to break down what boundaries can look like for you. Practical boundaries are the tangible, external limits you set, like how much time you spend with your family, getting your own place (which you did!) or how you communicate. Emotional boundaries, on the other hand, will be internal and more subtle; they often require more self-awareness. These can look like not forgoing your own needs just to keep the peace, allowing yourself to feel what you feel and compassionately detaching -- or not taking on other people's feelings and problems as your own. Quieter boundaries can also be more productive in collectivist families that use a less direct communication style -- something like choosing to say little in uncomfortable situations or subtly redirecting conversations.
And honestly, preparation is key. By anticipating potentially different stressful interactions, you can plan ahead and uphold your sense of autonomy rather than losing yourself in hurtful situations and relationships. This might mean having access to your own transportation so you aren't beholden to others', opting to stay in your own space rather than with family during wedding events or carving out time before, during and after events to decompress. I have an entire podcast episode on setting boundaries in immigrant families.
Ask your brother and FSIL for support and allyship. You say you are getting closer to your FSIL, I wonder if you can ask her to help buffer you when your mom starts building pressure. Or, have a 1:1 chat with your brother and say something like: "I'm so happy for you, and I want to support you and FSIL fully. I also need some space when things get overwhelming. Can we both be mindful that Mom's intensity can be triggering for me?"
Finally, consequences are a natural and important part of maintaining boundaries. If you aren't comfortable sticking with them or just want others to "get it" and show up differently, then that's a sign there may be other, deeper issues that need to be resolved -- like codependency, fear of conflict or a lack of clarity around your own needs and values. Keep working through this with your therapist and find other safe relationships where you can self-advocate and explore who you are without being told who you are supposed to be. Good luck!
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3-pound puppy left in trash is rescued, now thriving
The veterinary staff named the pup Kiss, "because everyone wanted to give her a big kiss," said Jordana Moerbe, medical director at Austin Pets Alive.
By Sydney Page | 2025-06-19

Kiss after she was brought to Austin Pets Alive in critical condition on May 26. (Austin Pets Alive)


In late May, a husky puppy arrived at a shelter in Austin weighing just three pounds, about half the weight she should have been. She was fished out of the bottom of a trash can -- whimpering, cold and barely clinging to life.
"The animal welfare space sees these stories constantly," said Elizabeth Ferrer, marketing and communications program manager of Austin Animal Center.
Staff reached out to Austin Pets Alive, a local animal rescue that has specialized veterinary care.

Kiss with Hannah Horstman, director of storytelling at Austin Pets Alive. (Austin Pets Alive)


When the puppy arrived at the rescue on May 26, her blood sugar was too low to read, and she was too weak to pick her head up or eat.
"She was in real critical condition, not doing great at all," said Jordana Moerbe, the medical director at Austin Pets Alive. "She looked pretty sad; her gums were white and pale."
Staff placed an IV catheter in her leg to hydrate her and raise her blood glucose levels. They also started her on antibiotics.

Upon Kiss's arrival, an IV catheter was placed in her leg to hydrate her and raise her blood glucose levels. (Austin Pets Alive)


"We have a really good understanding of what these pups need," said Moerbe, who estimated the puppy was about 4 weeks old, based on the size of her teeth.
Moerbe said some shelters may put dogs down who come to them in this condition, because the animals need a high level of care, or because they assume it's too late.
"People don't always understand how to care for young puppies, especially when they're so small," she said. "With quick critical care and some time, they bounce back really well."

Kiss stabilized within two days of receiving treatment. (Austin Pets Alive)


That was true for this puppy, who stabilized within just two days. Staff named her Kiss -- "because everyone wanted to give her a big kiss," Moerbe said.
Moerbe said many puppies arrive at Austin Pets Alive with similar stories.
"It is something that we see often," she said. "It's just so sad."

Kiss's story is not an uncommon one at Austin Pets Alive. (Austin Pets Alive.)


While it's unclear how Kiss ended up in a trash can, Moerbe believes it's possible the person who put her there thought she had already died, as a puppy that ill is barely responsive.
"You want to think the best in people," she said. "I could see somebody with good intentions doing that, but, thankfully, she was pulled out."
Just a few weeks after being rescued, Kiss is thriving at her new home.

Kiss -- now named Stevie -- relaxes at her new home. (Angee Cornick)


Angee Cornick, who lives in Dripping Springs, Texas, had been searching for a rescue dog to adopt when she came across a Facebook post about Kiss.
"I read the post, and I was like, 'This is the one; she needs us,'" Cornick said.
Cornick was one of many people online moved by Kiss's story.
"How can someone do something like that to something so precious and defenseless?" she said. "It just tugged at my heartstrings, and I nagged my husband until he acquiesced."
On June 13, Cornick brought Kiss -- whom she renamed Stevie -- home.
"She's a sweetheart," said Cornick, adding that Stevie now weighs nearly six pounds. "She's still really tiny."

Stevie, who now weighs nearly six pounds, with her puppy sibling, Pepper. (Angee Cornick)


Stevie joined Pepper, Cornick's 6-year-old rescue, a black lab and Rhodesian Ridgeback mix. The dogs are adjusting to each other.
"Pepper is a little trepidatious, but every day, she's getting more accepting," Cornick said.

Pepper and Stevie take a nap. (Angee Cornick)


In only a few days, Stevie began showing her personality.
"She knows what she wants, because she has already started barking," Cornick said. "She has already learned to use the doggy door."
Stevie also has a favorite activity: "She loves to chew on our toes," Cornick said.

Stevie is adjusting well to her new home. (Angee Cornick)


Cornick said she is easing Stevie into home life, but she has big plans for her.
"This little girl is going to get so much love and attention and care, and all of the experiences that she deserves," she said.
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14 plants to try for a sweeter-smelling backyard
These flowers, shrubs and herbs can appeal to your nose as well as your eyes.
By Karen Hugg | 2025-06-19
When selecting plants for an outdoor space, it's easy to let your eyes do the picking. While pots of bold, colorful flowers always cheer up an outdoor space, don't overlook another key sense: smell. Scented plants perfume the air, attract pollinators and can help you relax. Here are some easy-to-care-for options to help you enjoy those lazy, sunny days.

Heliotrope. (Karen Hugg)


This annual is one of the best for fragrance, says Tim Pollak, plant production manager at the Chicago Botanic Garden. Because of its vanilla-cherry scent, this sun lover is often called Cherry Pie Plant. "When those things are in bloom, which is all summer long," he says, "the fragrance is unbelievable, especially at night." Try Deep Marine for dark purple flowers or the white Alba for a more intense aroma.
This honey-scented white annual is "a smaller, shorter plant," Pollak says, "but it does flower all season long." Sweet alyssum usually needs shearing once or twice a season to keep the flowering going and maintain a compact shape. Cultivars in the Princess series, though, don't necessarily need shearing to rebloom.

Lantana camara balandcit. (Chicago Botanic Garden)


Though some folks find lantana pungent, the actual flowers emit a sweet scent. As a bonus, the foliage is also fragrant. "It has a citrus smell," Pollak says, "from the warmer months up until the first frost." This butterfly attractor's blooms come in red, orange, pink, yellow and white. Some cultivars boast an alluring mix of colors on a single flower. Lantana loves sun and needs about an inch of water a week. Pollak recommends the Lucky and Little Lucky series for their combination of beautiful colors and strong scent.
Scented geraniums (in the Pelargonium genus) also offer both fragrant flowers and foliage. Pollack recommends the variety Old Fashioned Rose, "which is a taller variety but has a nice, rosy colored flower. The foliage has a very floral, roselike fragrance." Other cultivars, such as apple geranium or peppermint geranium, smell like their respective names.
Because moths and other insects pollinate at night, it's worth adding some annuals that release more scent in the evening for those late alfresco dinners. Flowering tobacco, which has white, red, purple or chartreuse blooms, casts a sweet, jasmine-like smell. Night-scented stock, with its spindly, white or lilac-colored flowers, releases a syrupy, spicy aroma. And the lavender-hued Evening Scentsation petunia sends out a hyacinth-like honey smell, which becomes more prominent as the sun sets.

Lavandula angustifolia 'Avignon Early Blue.' (Chicago Botanic Garden)


Lavender is a reliable, colorful and, in some climates, evergreen choice for containers. English lavender is hardier than Spanish or French varieties, while Hidcote and Munstead having the strongest bouquet. All require full sun, light soil and a shearing of green stems (not woody) to encourage reblooming. Lavender does best when grown by itself in a pot, Pollak says, as it may need less water than other herbs it might be paired with, like parsley or basil.
"Russian sage would also be great for a container," says James Gagliardi, director of the Bellevue Botanical Garden near Seattle. Like lavender, it's drought tolerant and grows wands of purplish flowers. He recommends Little Spire, a shorter, more compact cultivar that has dusky blue blooms and soft gray foliage. Russian sage releases a spicy, herbal scent when you brush against it.
Lilies are another tried and true option, Gagliardi says. Stargazer, with its large, pink-speckled flower and tall profile, makes a bold visual statement while emitting a classic perfume. Or the snowy white Casa Blanca blasts a powerful, far-reaching vanilla scent into the air. Both benefit from well-draining soil, regular water and fertilizing.

Phlox paniculata. (Chicago Botanic Garden)


As some perennials begin to fade in midsummer, garden phlox comes into its own. This cottage garden favorite bursts with vivid color while giving off whiffs of sweet clove. Because phlox is susceptible to powdery mildew, Pollak recommends choosing cultivars that have been bred for mildew resistance. "They can be quite tall as well," he says. "So best to choose dwarf or compact varieties."
Roses offer traditional, often familiar scents and a visually romantic touch. Pollak recommends fragrant miniature, topiary or shrub varieties. "Shrub roses tend to be floriferous," he says. "They're going to have flowers most of the season and they're more compact." David Austin roses produce abundant blooms, and they have high disease resistance and varying fragrance strengths. Princess Anne has ruffled, magenta blooms that sit atop dense foliage. Its perfume is moderate so it won't overwhelm people sitting nearby. Carding Mill has a soft apricot color, blooms on longer stems and produces a myrrh-like scent.
While many U.S. gardeners might think gardenias are only grown in southern climates, Gagliardi says this is changing. "There are hardier types of gardenias that are better for our northern environments," he says. Cultivars like the lower growing Kleim's Hardy and taller Frost Proof can survive down to zone 7. For best results in northern areas, make sure your pots have a well-draining soil mix and store them under an eave or porch during severe snows or extreme temperatures.
Other solid choices include Eternal Fragrance daphne, which grows in a tight, ball-like shape of bluish-green foliage. It likes part-shade and, if given a slow-release fertilizer and regular water, it can lightly bloom throughout summer with tiny, fragrant flowers. Another compact shrub, the Miniature Snowflake mock orange, displays white, sweet-smelling puffs in June and is hardy to zone 5.
If you want to add privacy in addition to a sweet smell, consider vines. Gagliardi recommends star jasmine and honeysuckle, two twiners that need a trellis to grow on and like part-sun conditions. "They will really fill in a space and create a lot of atmosphere within a garden," he says. Also, both attract hummingbirds and butterflies.
Star jasmine boasts glossy, dark foliage and bright white flowers that release a scent like vanilla or root beer. "Pruning the plants after they first bloom will encourage the vines to bloom again longer into the season," Pollak says. In milder climates, star jasmine might remain evergreen in winter, but in colder areas you should protect it with frost cloth or position it under an eave. Conversely, the deciduous honeysuckle is hardy to zone 5. It blooms in tropical, clawlike flowers that emit a highly sweet scent. The American Beauty cultivar has pink-yellow flowers, and Serotina can bloom into fall.

Rosemary. (Chicago Botanic Garden)


There are always herbs, which provide a subtler but useful approach to fragrance. "They don't have that strong emitting perfume that you smell from a distance," Gagliardi says, "but plants that you brush up against or even cut for culinary reasons are certainly things you want to consider when planting for fragrance." Rosemary, thyme, lemon balm and pineapple sage all have spicy, fresh-smelling foliage, and they can be used in cooking.
Karen Hugg is a certified horticulturalist and the author of "Leaf Your Troubles Behind: How to De-stress and Grow Happiness Through Plants." Connect with her on Blue Sky at @karenhugg.bsky.social.
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Miss Manners: Child's party must include neighbor
Daughter is having a ninth birthday party and wants to exclude her friend who is also her neighbor. 
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-06-19
Dear Miss Manners: My daughter is turning 9 soon, and we will be having a small party with four of her closest friends. We are hosting the party at the clubhouse facility in our condo complex.
There is a fifth girl we know, "Kiara," who also lives in the complex, with whom my daughter sometimes plays. I consider her mom somewhat of a friend, though we do not spend time together without the kids. Our older sons are friends, as well.
However, my daughter does not wish to invite Kiara to her birthday party because she does not feel as close to her as to the four friends we've invited. I asked my daughter if she would at least consider inviting Kiara, as she lives directly across from the clubhouse, and she will most likely see the guests and recognize them from school. She will also hear about the party through her brother.
My daughter still refuses, saying Kiara has been "rude" at past events.
I want to respect my daughter's right to choose her guests, but I don't want to exclude Kiara from a party of people she knows, happening right outside her door. To my way of thinking, that makes US rude! Please let me know how you would handle this.
Is it too late to move?
Miss Manners sees two problems, not one. The first is that Kiara should be included, for the reasons you mention. It would be best if you had explained this to your daughter from the start -- that you understand and sympathize with her reluctance to include Kiara, but that it will still be a wonderful party and everyone will have a great time. Kiara lives right across the hall and we do not want her to feel left out.
Nine-year-olds are old enough to understand, but young enough to move on if they realize the point is settled.
Which brings us to the second problem: your having left the decision up to your daughter. Now you will have to make clear what the right decision is -- a more difficult proposition.
Dear Miss Manners: I had been giving thoughtful and sometimes expensive birthday and holiday gifts to a close relative. We are both adults in the same age group.
I stopped giving gifts a year or two ago because I did not receive a gift or even a card for many years. I continued to send cards.
My relative is now complaining that she doesn't hear from me. This is not true. I believe she is reacting to not receiving gifts. I wish to be kind. Should I resume the gifts?
You may be right that your relative's comment is a subtle complaint at the suspension of gifts, but if so, it is too subtle for Miss Manners. Certainly it is no reason to resume giving gifts to someone who neither reciprocates nor acknowledges them.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Asking Eric: Affair ruined a friend group, now cheater wants back in
Should this couple forgive an ex-friend whose years-long affair with another friend's wife rattled the friend group 30 years ago?
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-06-19
Dear Eric: My hubby and I are in our late 60s. Starting in our 30s, we had a large group of friends, with whom we spent many fun weekends together. It was so much fun, and we all treasure those days. All wonderful people, or so we thought.
A few years ago, it came out that one of our dearest friends had an affair with another dear friend's wife for seven years, while we were all getting together all those many times. The shock of this was unbelievable. The cheated-on husband was devastated, has since divorced and moved hours away. He's had no contact with the cheating wife, same as the rest of us.
The affair was 30 or 35 years ago now. We've all aged and people have moved away, health issues have prevented much socializing and getting together is almost nonexistent with any of us. None of us has seen or heard from the other adulterer or his wife.
But the cheater came over yesterday, spur of the moment. My hubby said yes to a quick visit, thinking he had something important to tell us. I was not home.
After a short, awkward visit, the cheater pleaded his case to my hubby. He said it was all half a lifetime ago and that after the affair ended, he had tried to be a great friend to the cheated-on friend (weird). He said that he and his wife have zero friends. I'm sure he wanted to rekindle the friendship with my husband. They were very close. My hubby said he didn't know if that was possible and the cheater left in tears.
We feel horrible. I can feel the cheater's pain. Are we wrong to not rekindle this friendship? Seems like a betrayal, although we aren't in touch much with the cheated-on guy. We feel like judge and jury, though, and know that forgiveness and compassion are good things.
-- Past Rewritten
Past: Your loyalty to your friend who was cheated on is commendable; it makes sense. But in answering your question, I'd like to focus on a different relationship -- that between you and the friend who came to visit recently. Because that's also a relationship that has been damaged by his actions and that's currently the only one that you have the power to fix.
His actions (and the actions of the woman with whom he cheated) not only hurt their spouses, but they created a fissure in your friend group. So, if he can acknowledge that and work to repair the bond between himself and you and your husband, there may be some hope.
He doesn't get to come waltzing back into your life simply because he's in a tough spot, emotionally. You don't owe him companionship. But if you and your husband are open to it, and he's able to work on making amends, you should pursue it. There's so much damage in the past that I don't think it's a betrayal of your loyalty to your other friend. Rekindling this friendship won't impact him, so you can step down from the judicial bench and put down the gavel. This will allow you to see your friend as human and, like us all, flawed.
Dear Eric: While I agree with your response to "Concerned Parent," whose comments kept offending their daughter, you may have forgotten that the daughter is a millennial. And millennials are universally offended by any criticism. From anyone, especially a parent. While a friend may appreciate the gentle reminder that a requirement is actually mathematics, a millennial will take that information as an insult. As the parent of a 40-year-old, I try to ask myself, "did they ASK?" before I offer advice.
-- Millennial Mom
Mom: Universally? Not to prove my geriatric millennial bona fides, but I have to push back on this a little bit. I think there's two aspects of this letter that deserve to be lifted up. First, generational generalizations don't really serve anyone. Per U.S. Census Bureau data, there are more than 72 million millennials in the United States. (A millennial is defined as someone born between 1981 and 1996).
Now, it may feel like 72 million people can't take criticism, but is that really true? I don't think any generation -- zoomers, boomers and all the rest -- wants to be defined by negative characteristics. These kinds of generalities can help inform a culture context and perhaps lead to curiosity, but they don't really work as psychological diagnoses.
However, I love the way you end the letter. "Did they ask?" is a fantastic self-check-in for anyone, of any age, who is about to offer unsolicited advice. Sometimes, in conversation, I'll even ask the person. "Are you asking for advice, or do you just need to be heard?"
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Carolyn Hax: Grieving a beloved dog is hard. The guilt is making it worse.
A grief-stricken letter writer is second-guessing the events that led to the decision to put down a 13-year-old dog.
By Carolyn Hax | 2025-06-19

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from online discussions, here and here.
Dear Carolyn: I put down my beloved 13-year-old dog two days ago. I'm so gutted -- not just from losing her, but now I'm second-guessing every decision. I'm wondering if I could have saved her if I had gotten her to the emergency room sooner, or if I should have given her more time, even though the vet said it was unlikely she would recover.
The guilt wrapped up with the grief is killing me. I didn't want her to suffer, but I feel like I let her down. I know I will never be able to know if she might have survived if I had waited, and I don't know how to live with that.
-- Second-guessing
Second-guessing: I am so sorry.
It wasn't even clear in the moment what the right time was to head to the emergency room, or whether a little more time could have given some treatment a chance to extend her life. So trying to walk yourself back through these decision processes won't bring any new clarity -- even as you obviously know it won't change the result.
Here's what you know: You made the best decisions you could in each situation that arose.
Here's what you knew as you were doing this: Your precious creature was completely dependent on you. That meant the price for being wrong was for her to suffer, and she was going to pay it.
So, you took her to the hospital, you trusted the vet and you made sure she didn't suffer.
You have enough sadnesses to get through. Please take the sadness of not being a good dog parent off that list. That will get you to good memories sooner.
To: Second-guessing: My own dog died at the emergency vet, and I went through the exact opposite process of "Second-guessing." Why hadn't I accepted the inevitable so he could die peacefully at home instead of scared out of his mind in a strange room with doctors prodding him?? My husband gently pointed out to me that if I had made a different decision and put him to sleep, then I would be second-guessing that, too.
When it comes to the end of life for our beloved animals, there are no good choices. It sucks. Take your time to grieve, and know you did the best you could. And your dog loved you no matter what.
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: Oh, the "I waited too long and he suffered" second-guessing is also brutal. I might go cry now over your last line.
Dear Carolyn: I'm estranged from my toxic and abusive sister. My husband and adult daughter are glad for the estrangement because they witnessed the abuse and subsequent tears.
My sister and I don't live near each other or our elderly mother -- we're in three different states. I provide care and assistance to our mother at least monthly and include her in family vacations.
My mother wants me to reconcile, but I can't do that and protect my mental health. She is aware of and witnessed my sister's behavior. She has also been at the receiving end. How do I reconcile my mother's wishes and my mental health?
-- Estranged
Estranged: You ignore your mother's wishes. Sometimes people are just wrong, and asking for the wrong things for the wrong reasons. She understandably wants to repair her view of her daughter, but she can't break you for that.
And you can love and respect your mother to the moon and still say no to a request that isn't appropriate or healthy. "I'm sorry, Mom, that is something I won't do."
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Loneliness awaits single parent of college-bound only. Hax readers give advice.
Divorced parent realizes "my alone time is about to double" as only child heads off to college.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-06-18

Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/The Washington Post (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I got divorced (no regrets) a few years ago and faced a steep adjustment to life on my own during the weeks my child was with her dad. She and I are very close and spend a lot of time just talking, cooking, taking walks when she's at my house.
Now she has been accepted to her first-choice college, and I realize my alone time is about to double. I don't know how to adjust to that. I already read until my eyes are tired. My interest in TV is pretty limited. I'm not religious. I don't want to date for so very many reasons. I do have friends, but they have their own lives. We see each other enough but not, like, daily. I don't have hobbies apart from reading. I don't like crafts because of the resulting clutter.
When I've tried to join a thing to *do,* I am the only solo participant. Everyone else comes with friends, and it feels isolating. And I live in a very civically minded place where it's actually hard to find satisfying volunteer activities. I don't know how to keep trying new things after so many disappointments.
I know I need to make the life I want, but I don't know how to identify it. I'm afraid of the next 20 years being filled with evenings on the couch, alone -- and even more afraid of the next however many postretirement years. Yes, I know my kid will be back periodically, and she'll still need and want me. I'll look forward to that, but it wouldn't be fair to hold her too tightly when she needs to be spreading her wings.
Got any thoughts on how I can begin to plot a course that will make the post-child-rearing years worthwhile?
-- Now what?
Now what?: It sounds like you are caught in a tangle of what you think won't work for you because you will be alone. What if you tried embracing your aloneness? Can you try telling yourself it's okay that you are the only solo participant in an activity? Can you reframe it as being brave rather than isolating?
When I finally escaped a difficult marriage, I had two boys who were mostly uninterested in hanging out with Mom. I lived in a new city and had few friends, and I wasn't ready to date. I went by myself to restaurants, museums, farmers markets, dances, outdoor festivals. I went on solo bike rides and walks. I enjoyed the freedom of getting to do exactly what I wanted, when I wanted.
-- JS
Now what?: If reading is your primary hobby, then have you considered joining a book club? That is how I made a lot of my local friends last time I moved. There are book clubs for just about every reading interest and demographic. There are online clubs. There are clubs where you don't even all read the same book, you just gather to talk about what you are reading. Start with your local library and bookstores and look on sites like meetup.com or bookclubs.com. Try more than one at a time!
-- Solitary Book Dragon
Now what?: Take a college course. I don't care what; just take something. It will put your mind in an exploratory mode. It's the best way I know to jostle you into a new way of thinking. And that's what you need right now. Not a prescription for what to do with the rest of your life, but a push out of a fixed pattern that is nonproductive.
You may find you don't even like the subject you are studying. But in the process, you will be pushed to encounter so many new ideas and new options that you will find a direction somewhere.
-- Bill B.
Now what?: I was a single mom and when my kid went off to college in another town. Before she left, we went out together and adopted a pair of adorable black kittens. I was still working so I wasn't alone at home all the time, but when I was home, Jake and Elwood were there to distract me. Another life (or two) in the house helps keep you from feeling so lonely. Cat, dog, bird, guinea pig -- every creature has a personality and the ability to become attached to its human caregiver. Having a living being who needs you helps create a bond of love that can fill the void, although never completely.
-- Donna
Now what?: Your self-awareness is admirable. And so is your apparent skill at building a solid relationship with your daughter that has enabled her to thrive and (soon) fly. That skill is worth so much, and not only does it not disappear when your daughter heads off to college, but it warrants finding a new channel. Big Brothers Big Sisters is one example, but there are others. Harness your courage for putting yourself out there on behalf of someone who would benefit from an adult mentor/coach/friend.
-- KDL
Now what?: You seem to be playing "Yes, but" with a vengeance. By that I mean all the standard solutions come with ready-made objections, at least in your own mind. Which means some kind of reset is necessary. What that might be I can't say, and neither can you with your current mindset. A good counselor can help you sort that out and help you turn loss into possibility.
-- Stuck
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2025/06/18/carolyn-hax-kid-college-single-parent-void/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Fresh sour cherries are fleeting. Here's how to make the most of them.
Sour cherry season is short and tart. Here's how to put the beloved fruit to good use year-round.
By Aaron Hutcherson | 2025-06-18

(Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


Full of flavor, fragile and fleeting, sour cherries are a treasure worth seeking out.
According to Tyler Butler, general manager and third-generation farmer at Butler's Orchard in Germantown, "they're underrated." However, those in the know "are just ecstatic over sour cherries."
Also known as tart cherries, the fruit is more acidic than the more commonly available sweet cherries. They're also smaller in size and "they have a thinner, softer skin and the inside is much softer," according to Anastasia Zolotarev, author of the recently published "Sour Cherries and Sunflowers" cookbook. They're also juicier. "If you were to cook them, they're going to produce like five times more juice than a [sweet] cherry," Zolotarev said.
There are two major classifications of tart cherries: amarelle and morello. The most popular variety is Montmorency, which is under the amarelle umbrella and is the kind Butler grows at his farm. "It's got a red skin with a yellow flesh," Butler said. (Morellos have a darker skin with a red flesh and are more commonly found in Europe.)
The balance of sweet and tart can vary among varieties and even time of year, according to Zolotarev. "If it's late summer, they are a bit sweeter," she said. "If it's the beginning, they're much more tart."
Part of the verve surrounding fresh sour cherries is their scarcity. "The problem with sour cherries is either you have a lot of cherries or you have no cherries," Butler said. That's because the trees need a cold winter and a frost-free spring to keep from killing the blossoms. "As soon as it gets cold, we have customers emailing us like, 'Did they survive?'" Butler was worried this year about the frost his trees experienced, but thankfully, they went unharmed and Butler's Orchard ended up having a good crop.
Here's what you need to know about making the most of these seasonal gems.
Since the fruit doesn't ripen once picked, you want to wait until it's at its peak. "If you wait too long, the insects will come in and the rot will come in, so you have a short window to really harvest," Butler said. His farm opened to the public for sour cherry picking on June 13, and in the past, people have lined up at the gates in anticipation. (The start of sour cherry season may be later in other parts of the country.) "When I was a kid, we were selling out of cherries in two days, three days," he said. But he expects the current harvest to last a week to 10 days. "What also makes them special is that when it happens, it happens and you've got to make it count."
Zolotarev has fond memories of picking sour cherries from the trees in the backyard of her babushka's house in Belarus. "Stepping onto the ladder and slowly picking them and then coming home and pitting them and eating some, cooking some," she recalled. "Just that simple act is something that I've always loved."
Whether you're picking your own or buying fresh tart cherries from a farmers market, Butler suggests "looking for cherries that have stems on. That's going to keep them a little fresher, because once you pick and just pull, you have an open wound, so now your clock is ticking."
Once picked, they don't keep long or ship well, which is why it's almost impossible to find the fresh fruit in grocery stores. "If they sit overnight in a bucket or anything, they'll start to lose their juice, so it's good to either use them as soon as you possibly can or freeze them," Zolotarev said. (You can also store them in the refrigerator -- unwashed until you're ready to eat them -- where they can last for up to five days, according to Butler.)
Before using fresh sour cherries, as with all cherries, it's important to pit them first lest you risk someone chipping a tooth. Compared to pitting the sweet variety, "they are easier because they're softer, yet trickier because juice goes everywhere," Zolotarev said. An easy way to remove the pit is to simply push it out with your finger, but you can use whatever method or tool you like best. (If you're unable to get your hands on fresh sour cherries, you can also find them frozen, jarred, canned, dried and as juice.)
While their tartness might be pungent to some, others love eating them unadulterated. "We freeze them, and I've got a 5- and 8-year-old and they're just popping them in their mouth like it's dessert," Butler said. More often, you'll find them cooked, to mellow their tartness, or paired with a sweetener of some sort to balance their sour flavor.

Sour Cherry Crumb Bars. (Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


You can usually find them in desserts, such as the Sour Cherry Crumb Bars pictured above. In the United States, the most common use for sour cherries is baked into a pie, such as our Sour Cherry Lattice Pie, which allows for their singular flavor to truly shine. (They're also referred to as pie cherries.) The dried fruit is a great option too, such as folded into Salted Chocolate Chip and Sour Cherry Cookies. Another option is to turn the fruit into preserves to spread on toast, spoon on ice cream or serve on a spoon with coffee, as they do in some Eastern European cultures.

Sour Cherry Lattice Pie. (Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


When looking for savory inspiration, sour cherries are very popular in many Eastern European and Persian cuisines, but can be found elsewhere, too. One option is Halushky With Sour Cherries, which pairs the Ukrainian dumplings with a sour cherry sauce to serve as a sweet-tart side alongside meat or other vegetable dishes. There's also albaloo polo, a Persian rice dish with tart cherries that is usually served with some sort of meat. Both sour cherry juice and the dried fruit are used in Meatballs in Sour Cherry Sauce (Kabab Karaz), a Syrian dish.
For more inspiration, Zolotarev said the cherries go "really beautifully with poultry and earthy flavors." She mentioned a recipe for duck stuffed with buckwheat and served with a spiced sour cherry sauce.

Halushky With Sour Cherries. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


The fruit is just as versatile in drink form. Of course, you can simply buy the bottled juice from the grocery store. Another option is to make a kompot, as it's referred to in Eastern Europe, in which you briefly simmer the fruit, lightly sweeten it, and then strain it into jars to store in the fridge. Or try visinata, a traditional Romanian liqueur made by combing the fruit with sugar and alcohol and letting it macerate for anywhere from several weeks to a few months.
With sour cherries, you can let your creativity run wild. But Zolotarev offered one piece of advice: "They are definitely really tart, so just adjust the sugar to your liking."
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Cooking chat: What's the best way to grate fresh ginger?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-06-18

You can grate fresh ginger on a ceramic grater. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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After Anne Burrell's sudden death, fellow TV chefs share tributes 
Anne Burrell's Food Network colleagues remembered the spiky-haired chef in emotional online posts.
By Emily Heil | 2025-06-18

Celebrity chef Anne Burrell in 2011. (Mike Coppola/Getty Images)


For two decades, Anne Burrell was a staple on Food Network, where she hosted, cooked and judged culinary competitions, sharing her exacting techniques and blunt persona with audiences and co-stars. After her sudden death Tuesday at age 55, her fellow TV chefs shared their sadness over the loss of their colleague -- as well as emotional tributes.
Tyler Florence, who co-hosted "Worst Cooks in America" alongside the spiky-haired, perpetually energetic Burrell for seven seasons, recalled in an Instagram post their deep off-camera friendship, which included joint family dinners and adventures in New York City while the show was filming. Burrell once explained to him her cluster of star tattoos, saying she loved the night sky and felt lucky to be a star herself. "She was one of the brightest," Florence wrote. "There's a new star in the sky tonight. I see you Anne. With all your sparkle, looking down. Thank you for sharing your gift with us. We're all lucky."
Burrell got her start on the network as a sous chef on "Iron Chef America" and went on in 2008 to host her own show, "Secrets of a Restaurant Chef," which ran for nine seasons. Over the decades, she appeared on a slew of shows including "Chef Wanted," "Chopped" and "Food Network Star." Most recently, she appeared on the competitive cooking show "House of Knives," which debuted in March.
Her family confirmed her death Tuesday but did not give a cause.
Carla Hall, the TV food personality who also co-hosted "Worst Cooks in America" with Burrell, also honored her. "She was a fierce chef and instructor -- rocking her custom skirts, mismatched socks, and that unforgettable big smile," Hall wrote in an Instagram post. "Anne, you brought so much heart and heat to every kitchen. You. Will. Be. Missed."
Many fans and colleagues remembered Burrell, who often doled out tough love to the floundering amateurs who appeared on "Worst Cooks," as an effective teacher. Aarti Sequeira, who won "The Next Food Network Star" in 2010 and went on to host shows of her own, remembered Burrell's ability to share techniques and kitchen wisdom. "Anne was a tough but invested teacher, who thought enough of you to tell you the truth without watering it down," she wrote in a Facebook post. "I always appreciated that she cared enough about a newbie to the game to give it to her straight."

Burrell at a Food Network event in New York In October 2022. (Dave Kotinsky/Getty Images)


Dozens of fans commented on Burrell's own final Instagram post, posted Friday, which showed her posing with a neighbor in her Brooklyn neighborhood. "She made a huge impact on the industry she loved ... heaven just got a great chef!!," one wrote. Some remembered a signature move of hers, in which she marked the fingers of contestants with a red Sharpie to help them learn proper knife skills. "I'll always tuck my finger in when using a knife because if [sic] you!" another wrote.
Kardea Brown, who hosts "Delicious Miss Brown" on the network, said she was "in utter disbelief" at the news of Burrell's death. "They say things you do for yourself will be gone when you're gone ... but things you do for others will remain as your legacy forever," she wrote on Instagram. "@chefanneburrell you left us with so much."
Sunny Anderson, another regular on the network, shared a short message: "devastated," she wrote alongside a broken-heart emoji. Buddy Valastro, the baker and TV personality who got his start on TLC's "Cake Boss," also expressed his sadness. "Anne, your passion, energy, and love for food lit up every kitchen," he wrote. "You were a true force and a beautiful soul."
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Dining chat: An acclaimed N.Y. restaurant says yes, then no, to a diner's special request
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2025-06-18
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The 5 best museum cafes in D.C.
Where to eat at some of the city's most popular museums before or after you've checked out the art, artifacts and gardens.
By Tom Sietsema | 2025-06-18
Not to take away from Dorothy's ruby slippers, Renoir's "Luncheon of the Boating Party" or a cereal heiress's manicured 25 acres, but some of Washington's prized cultural attractions offer reasons beyond art and artifacts for lingering: food made from scratch.
Let me introduce you to some of the city's best museum cafes -- a handful of places that not only reflect the venues' impressive collections but revel in good taste.
National Museum of American History

Diners pass a display of lunch boxes as they enter America's Table Cafe inside the National Museum of American History at the Mall. (Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


Part of the charm of waiting in any line in the cafeteria here is the display case leading the way to the food stations.
Scores of lunch boxes, spanning the 1890s to the 1980s, capture their evolution from simple metal pails used by factory and other workers to cartoon-colored containers doubling as billboards for school kids. Early containers included repurposed coffee and tobacco tins. Later lunch boxes reflected popular culture: a fascination with cowboys and space in the 1950s and 1960s, for instance.
Melinda Machado, the museum's director of communications and marketing, says the display, which rotates the museum's "hundreds" of lunch boxes, prompts nostalgia and invites "intergenerational conversation."
Twenty cooks, led by executive chef Mollie Kaufmann, supply the multiple food stations with dishes that consider the season and take into account the spectrum of American tastes. A visitor can get burgers and chicken tenders, then, but why would anyone do so in light of all the interesting alternatives, including homey roast chicken, skin-on trout served with lemon wedges and a "walking taco": a small bag of Fritos split open and heaped with chili, cheese and sour cream? The last item is featured at the Southwest Kitchen station, an idea from Kaufmann, who came aboard in February.
The salad bar is a varied and contemporary one; nice to see watermelon-tomato salad in the lineup. Periodically, the late Julia Child, whose home kitchen is displayed in the museum, gets remembered with selections including clafloutis, ratatouille and (oh la la) beef bourguignon. Like all the Smithsonian cafes on the Mall, this one is managed by Restaurant Associates.

Roasted chicken with lemon and thyme atop spring peas and fava beans with mint and lemon at Eat at America's Table Cafe. (Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)



Sit near the window and you catch a view of the Washington Monument. (Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


At peak season -- now -- the kitchen serves an average of 12,000 meals a week. (No problem for Kaufmann, previously the culinary operations manager at World Central Kitchen.) Any line tends to move quickly, though, and the cashiers are personable, popping their eyes along with those of a teenager when they see a small plate of fruit weighing in at $7 and taking the time to compliment another customer on their jacket.
Head for the tables for two near the windows, where the views take in the equally appetizing National Museum of African American History and Culture as well as the Washington Monument. Rooms with views tend to be spendy or out of reach. This one is a happy exception.
1300 Constitution Ave. NW. No phone. americanhistory.si.edu/visit/food-stores. Open 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily. Grilled items and entrees, $8 to $21; self-serve food, $20 a pound.
Phillips Collection

The pastry display case at the Bread Furst Cafe inside the Phillips Collection. (AK Blythe/Bread Furst Cafe)


Mark Furstenberg had no intention of expanding his popular Van Ness bakery, Bread Furst. A request from the Phillips Collection two years ago changed his mind.
As a little boy, his grandmother used to drive him from Baltimore to Washington in a green 1947 Oldsmobile to visit the District's cultural attractions, tours that included the Phillips in Dupont Circle. "I couldn't resist at least talking about the idea," says Furstenberg, the 2017 recipient of the Outstanding Baker award from the James Beard Foundation, who RSVP'd "yes" to the invitation.
Thoughtfully, the Phillips lets visitors graze at the cafe without paying admission; diners get special pins at the entry to distinguish them from museum goers. Unlike at the bakery, dishes are made to order and brought to a table. Take your pick from a small dining room dressed in part with some of Furstenberg's photographs of bread from his travels or an outside patio and tables shaded by big umbrellas. Also different from the bakery: Customers can pair an order with beer or (canned, respectable) wine.
This is a generous kitchen. Some dishes -- the delicious Middle Eastern dips, a torta packed with chicken adobo, queso fresco and lime-y cabbage -- are so bountiful, you're tempted to pull over another faux marble table for support. Order the ham sandwich (and you should), and lunch enough for two follows: a baguette split in half, spread with good butter, a suggestion of Dijon mustard, and a slice of cheese that doesn't get in way of the star, heritage ham.
Some items, like the quiche, are unique to the cafe. Nutmeg-laced custard, diced ham and a buttery crust add up to a role model. Of course you want a cookie; ginger molasses calls my name (over and over, so I buy bags over singles). Of the cakes, carrot cake impresses us with its warm spices and restraint with sugar.
Those who like their sweets on the savory side will appreciate the fruit-and-nut bread, so dense with the advertised ingredients that a lot of people take half home, says Furstenberg, who encourages them to eat the rest with a spread of cheese. The cafe also stocks loaves of the bakery's popular rustic sourdough, multigrain and olive levain.
Soups are crammed with flavor and reflect the season. Already I'm looking forward to the return of the cafe's homey chicken noodle soup, a cool-weather selection.
Good news for hungry culture vultures: The baker, 87, just renewed his contract with the Phillips for another three years. I see more (fab) grilled cheese and mushroom sandwiches in my future.
1600 21st St. NW. 202-387-2151. phillipscollection.org/cafe. Open 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday. Sandwiches and salads, $15 to $17.
Hillwood Estate, Museum & Gardens

Reuben sandwich with house-cured corned beef, sauerkraut, Swiss cheese and Russian dressing at Merriweather Cafe. (Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


"What's good, quiet and won't break the bank?"
I hear a variation of that question every week, always wishing I had more answers. So you can imagine my excitement when I took a break from smelling the roses -- orchids and more -- on the sumptuous grounds of Hillwood for lunch earlier this month. If you need a pause that refreshes, the light-filled dining room set off by a peaked ceiling is where you want to land. (The cafe's seating extends to a tented area and includes space for private events. My preference is for the dining room dressed with scooped chairs, wood floors and a sage-green and gray-blue palette.)
Jazz plays in the air and sometimes on the plate. Witness a recent salad of creamy burrata and pickled strawberries and a salmon entree splayed on a bright red pepper sauce and framed in a garland of fava beans, tomatoes and other vegetables. The menu forces tough decisions. Will it be the herbed crab salad sparked with lemon or the coronation chicken salad, whispering of curry and punctuated with slivered almonds? I ask my dining companion to get one so I can order the other, then ask to share. On the heartier side, there's a respectable Reuben sandwich offered with a field of thick potato chips.

Lunch customers at Merriweather Cafe. (Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


Order the crudites -- an eye-catching assortment of snap peas, asparagus, endive and carrots served with a creamy feta dip -- and you hear the light crunch of fresh vegetables as you eat. (A sound check of 68 decibels translates to easy conversation.)
The menu, created and executed by the Constellation Culinary group, nods to the estate's collections. The home of Marjorie Merriweather Post includes two ceremonial chairs from Queen Elizabeth II's 1953 coronation, hence the chicken salad, while the occasional appearance of borscht is a hat tip to the late heiress's collection of Imperial Russian art, including jeweled Faberge eggs.
4155 Linnean Ave. NW. 202-686-5807. hillwoodmuseum.org/cafe. Open 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday. Salads, sandwiches and entrees, $19 to $27.
National Museum of the American Indian

Fry bread taco at Mitsitam Native Foods Cafe. (Scott Suchman/Restaurant Associates)


While fry bread slathered with refried beans and offered with a choice of toppings is the No. 1 seller at Mitsitam Native Foods Cafe, executive chef Alexandra Strong wants visitors to see the breadth of the American Indian experience.
Which explains the Peruvian chicken on her summer menu. Strong, a native of Puerto Rico with ties to the Taino, indigenous people of the Caribbean and Florida, sounds proud as she describes taking whole chickens, brining them for five days in onion, garlic, peppers, sour oranges and soy sauce before roasting. It's a routine and a recipe fact-checked by a Peruvian cook on her staff, she wants you to know.
Strong, the former top chef at the Senate and World Bank, has cooked for some demanding audiences. Her menu at Mitsitam, which translates to "let's eat" in the native tongue of the Delaware and Piscataway tribes, promotes indigenous food from the Western Hemisphere, elevating certain dishes. Note the stripes of cilantro crema on the enchilada stuffed with beans, corn and peppers. Seek out the chili made with shredded bison and finished with shredded lettuce, tomato and jalapenos. Accessorize a plate of fish with two of my favorite side dishes here: nutty wild rice tossed with carrots and scallions and a crisp sweet potato cake veined with corn and onion.

Chef Alexandra Strong. (Scott Suchman/Restaurant Associates)



Looking out at the waterfall from Mitsitam Native Foods Cafe. (Scott Suchman/Restaurant Associates)


A square of corn pudding tastes reminiscent of carrot cake, thanks to warm baking spices, nuts and currants. A dollop of cranberry chutney balances the flavors. (I appreciate the accents here and there, including the dried cherries cooked in balsamic vinegar atop the fish.)
Mitsitam is one of the most restorative meal breaks on the Mall, a detail aided and abetted by ribs of wood in the airy dining room and a curved picture window framing a small waterfall. "Let's eat" and chill.
Independence Avenue SW and 4th Street SW. 202-633-6644. americanindian.si.edu. Open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Grill items and entrees, $9 to $24.
National Museum of African American History and Culture

Gospel Bird Platter with biscuits, mac and cheese, and collards from the Sweet Home Cafe. (Scott Suchman/Restaurant Associates)


The lines in this sprawling underground cafeteria are longest at the station serving golden fried chicken, a dish that pulls you in with its aroma and later makes you wish you ordered double.
Veteran D.C. chef Ramin Coles tweaked his mother's recipe, and it's finger lickin' good. Eleven herbs and spices and a splash of buttermilk account for the flavor of the brined bestseller. Mac and cheese and collard greens make fitting sidekicks. The latter is nicely seasoned with fresh onion, garlic and mustard and demonstrates the chef's desire to embrace all appetites. The collard greens are vegan.
Fried catfish -- steamy, moist and gently crisp -- is the chicken's equal and a chance to share the fact Coles has worked for some of the city's top seafood specialists: chefs Jeff Black and the late, great Bob Kinkead. Keep your eyes peeled for shrimp and grits, an occasional catch, in other words. And say yes to something sweet and Southern, foremost the nutmeg-scented sweet potato pie and pretty peach cake topped with real whipped cream.
The warm-toned, 400-seat cafe is an inclusive dining destination. Past food stations have played up Ethiopian and Haitian cuisines and the recipes of celebrated Black chefs including Leah Chase. (Check out its website for updates.) May featured lemongrass chicken with pickled papaya, a delicious combination prepared by the cafe's lead prep cook, Chantrea Ouk, in celebration of Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month. More of that, please -- the dish and the recognition.
1400 Constitution Ave. NW. 202-633-6174. nmaahc.si.edu. Open 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily. Grill items and entrees, $7 to $24.
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Homemade teriyaki sauce makes this chicken and green bean stir-fry sing
Homemade teriyaki sauce takes little effort -- and delivers big rewards in this flavor-packed stir-fry.
By Ellie Krieger | 2025-06-18

(Tom McCorkle; food styling by Gina Nistico/Both for The Washington Post)


Chef Roy Choi made up his mind to change his way of eating a few years back when, he writes in new cookbook, "The Choi of Cooking," "I was tipping the scales at 200-plus pounds, feeling unhealthy, hiding in my junk food abyss ..." Instead of latching onto some extreme diet, he began to add healthy tweaks to the foods he already loved and craved.
The changes stuck, and the book is filled with recipes that reflect his journey toward balance and self-nourishment, without sacrificing flavor. "When I cook and eat now, I am usually thinking vegetables first. More herbs, more aromatics, less meat, less sugar," writes Choi.
Get the recipe: Teriyaki Chicken and Green Bean Stir-Fry
This recipe is proof of that concept, with piles of crisp green beans and chunks of chicken layered with bold flavors -- ginger, garlic, scallions, lime, cilantro -- simmered in a homemade teriyaki sauce.
The sauce is easy to make and tastes so much fresher, less sticky-sweet and more nuanced than its store-bought counterpart, so it's well worth the small effort.
To make it, you simmer soy sauce, rice vinegar, fruit juice, aromatics and spices for 20 minutes, then strain the liquid. I was glad I made a double batch and froze the extra in ice cubes trays so I could make this recipe again. With the sauce made and ready to go, it's ideal for busy weeknights.

The teriyaki sauce ingredients come together to produce something that's greater than the sum of their parts. (Tom McCorkle; food styling by Gina Nistico/Both for The Washington Post)


The stir-fry gets another big punch of flavor from toasted sesame oil, which Choi uses as the main cooking oil rather than, more conventionally, a finishing oil. (Throughout the book, Choi proves he is no blind rule-follower -- instead he exudes a delightful irreverence.) The toasted sesame oil imbues the dish with a pleasantly bitter smokiness. If that is not your thing, he suggests swapping it with whatever neutral oil you like.
A touch of butter at the end of cooking is another surprising touch that takes the dish to another level, and adds a lovely gloss and richness to the sauce.
The resulting dish is packed with pleasure and nutrition, but it's no "perfect" health food. In fact, it has a bit more sodium than allowed by the Post standards to officially be deemed healthy. Still, this version -- considerably lower in sodium than similar dishes -- checks every stir-fry craving box. It's a delicious, healthier meal that's about balance -- not unsustainable all-or-nothing thinking. And like Chef Choi himself, it's a prime example of how lasting change happens.
Get the recipe: Teriyaki Chicken and Green Bean Stir-Fry




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2025/06/18/teriyaki-chicken-green-bean-stir-fry/
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The 39 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate Juneteenth, stay up late at the Smithsonian's Solstice Saturday, dance at an outdoor concert or sample barbecue on Pennsylvania Avenue.
By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Chris Kelly, Lucas Trevor | 2025-06-19
The hottest after-hours destination in D.C. is ... the Smithsonian? Well, it is this weekend, as museum stay open as late as midnight on Saturday to mark the Summer Solstice. There are celebrations of Juneteenth on Thursday and Saturday -- see our separate Juneteenth guide for a much longer list -- as well as parties. Elsewhere in town, there are free outdoor concerts, including the annual Home Rule Festival; the Giant BBQ Battle taking over Pennsylvania Avenue; a celebration of Filipino heritage; a museum crawl; a test of your civic knowledge and a go-go concert atop the city's main library.
Editor's note: Some outdoor events, including a Juneteenth celebration at the Anacostia Community Museum, and a concert to mark the 40th anniversary of local activism group Positive Force, have been relocated due to the weather forecast. Check social media and websites before making plans.
Emancipation Proclamation and General Order No. 3 at the National Archives
The National Archives is the repository for the two documents central to Juneteenth: the Emancipation Proclamation, in which President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed all enslaved people in Confederate states "are, and henceforward shall be free" as of Jan. 1, 1863, and an original copy of General Order No. 3, which Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger issued in Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1865, informing the people of Texas that, "in accordance with a proclamation from the Executive of the United States, 'all slaves are free.'" The two historic (and very fragile) artifacts are on display side by side in the Archives' East Rotunda Gallery for four days only. 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. through June 22. Free.
Juneteenth at National Harbor
National Harbor's Juneteenth festivities include a marketplace with Black-owned businesses and makers, plus a stage filled with double Dutch teams, high school step dancers, contemporary dance ensembles, DJs and live music. The day is capped with a screening of "Black Panther" at the giant screen on the waterfront. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Free.
Washington Revels Juneteenth Storytelling and Concert in Old Town Alexandria
Market Square, outside Alexandria's City Hall, hosts a two-part event on Juneteenth. David Olawuyi Fakunle presents storytelling in the African oral tradition at 1 p.m., followed by the Washington Revels' Jubilee Voices, an ensemble that performs traditional African American songs and spirituals from the Civil War, Reconstruction and civil rights eras, as well as spoken word and dance. 1 to 3 p.m. Free.
A Juneteenth Function at Wild Days
"RSVP is required. Early arrival is highly recommended." What's the big deal? A group of well-known party promoters, including the Usual Suspects and the Movemakers, are behind this party at the Eaton Hotel's Wild Days rooftop bar, which features a serious draw: Half-price cocktails from 4 to 6 p.m. with no cover charge. DJs Biggs, Alex Love, Mr. Adams and Jus Jamz provide a soundtrack of hip-hop and R&B. 2 to 10 p.m. Free.
Roll Bounce at Kraken Courts
You don't have to remember the Bow Wow and Nick Cannon roller disco film to know that the combination of roller skating and DJs is always a win, especially paired with a '70s throwback fit. Early arrival is suggested because skates are "first come, first served" and not included in the ticket price. 7 to 10 p.m. $28.49.
Juneteenth Souled Out Dates at Echostage
Souled Out Dates, which regularly packs venues like the Bullpen for its holiday-weekend day parties, is bringing its vibe to Echostage on Juneteenth for a "night of Black culture, pride, and joy." Expect DJs spinning a wide variety of genres for a standing-room-only crowd. 8 p.m. $28.75.
Extended hours at the U.S. Botanic Garden
The combination of lush greenery, colorful flowers and peaceful fountains makes the U.S. Botanic Garden one of the most rejuvenating places in central Washington. Its normal hours -- 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. -- make it hard for those with office jobs to visit outside of weekends. That's changing this summer, as daily hours have shifted an hour later to allow for the replacement of the Garden Court's glass roof. Additionally, once a month, the garden stays open until 8 p.m. with live music and pop-up vendors selling ice cream, mocktails and snacks. The extended hours begin Thursday with the District Strings, a classical trio that covers songs by Taylor Swift, Stevie Wonder, Bruno Mars and Ed Sheeran. Through Aug. 31. Free; no tickets required.
Positive Force Juneteenth Racial Justice Rally at St. Stephen's Church
Punk-and-social-justice group Positive Force celebrates its 40th anniversary this weekend with a trio of concerts -- read more about those under Friday -- but things get underway Thursday with a Juneteenth Racial Justice Rally, which has been moved from Meridian Hill Park to St. Stephen's Church in Columbia Heights because of the threat of thunderstorms. Eight acts are performing, including "Mayor of D.C. hip-hop" Head-Roc, percussive punks Des Demonas and jazz-punk titans Messthetics. Arrive early to help assemble bags of groceries for low-income seniors. 1 to 6:30 p.m. Free.
Civic Season at the National Museum of American History
From now through July 3, the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History is celebrating Civic Season -- a time to bring citizens together with museum curators, historians and civic leaders to talk about issues, learn about the Smithsonian and figure out where America will be in 10, 50 or 100 years. Throughout the series, visitors can place their wishes for the future on a "Wish Wall," designed by artist Katie Costa. Costa visits the museum's Civic Pavilion for a discussion that kicks off daily activities. Upcoming events include Smithsonian Gardens (Friday); the National Postal Museum (Sunday); and the D.C. Public Library and Smithsonian Curator of Philanthropy Amanda Moniz (Wednesday). A full schedule is available on the museum website. Through July 3. Free.
Positive Force 40th anniversary concerts at St. Stephen's Church
Positive Force marks four decades of punk-powered activism with five days of music, protest, service, community and education. Rather than looking back on past victories, Positive Force is focused on the present-future with a trio of shows at St. Stephen's Church in Columbia Heights that benefit groups on the front lines. On Friday, Girls Against Boys, Swiz, War on Women and Whitepicketfence will play in support of Ayuda and the Migrant Solidarity Mutual Aid Network; a Saturday night show features Soulside, Holy Rollers, Tsunami and No Man in support of Gaza Soup Kitchen and We Are Family DC; and a Sunday show that benefits Defend DC Coalition and SMYAL includes Bed Maker, Samuel S.C. and a surprise headliner. Through Sunday. $20.
'Sail Into Summer' Yacht Rock Concert With Yacht Lobster at the Yards
The perfect soundtrack to ease into a warm summer weekend? It's hard to top the smooth grooves of the Doobie Brothers, Steely Dan, Bill Withers and Christopher Cross. New York's Yacht Lobsters visit Yards Park to perform easy, breezy '70s and '80s soft rock hits outdoors, while sponsors hand out captain's hats and sunglasses and provide free mini-facials. Wine from District Winery is available, and nautical outfits are the dress code. 6 to 8 p.m. Free.
Swedish Midsummer Celebration at the Sylvan Theater
Celebrate Swedish Midsummer in the traditional way, with dancing, singing and a picnic -- except on the National Mall. Midsummer is an important holiday in Swedish culture that marks the summer solstice and provides an opportunity to get outside and connect with nature under a summer evening sky on the longest day of the year. This American version of the festival, sponsored by the Embassy of Sweden, features a Midsummer wreathmaking station, live music and performances, and children's activities, though the highlight of the evening will be dancing around a Swedish maypole. The event does not offer food, so guests are encouraged to bring their own provisions and blanket for a picnic on the lawn of the Sylvan Theater. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
Enchantment Under the Sea Dance at Ocelot Brewing
Great Scott! Ocelot Brewing is turning back the clock to host another "Enchantment Under the Sea" dance, though with music from local rockers Something's Brewing rather than Marvin Berry and the Starlighters. Fresh craft beer is poured at the bar, rather than spiked punch. Look for the DeLorean parked outside the Sterling brewery, and while you can take photos with it, don't mess with the flux capacitor. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
Summer Solstice at Right Proper Brewing
The shortest night of the year brings a new beer at Right Proper's Shaw outpost: A Baltic porter dubbed Shortest Night. Get a sample while enjoying grilled brats braised in the beer, making a suncatcher or having your tarot read by Skye Marinda. 5 to 9 p.m. Free.
Smithsonian Solstice Saturday
To celebrate the first Saturday of the summer, all Smithsonian museums on the National Mall offer extended hours and an array of activities for all ages. The National Museum of Natural History teams up with the National Gallery of Art for a nature-themed story time and coloring session inspired by the grass and flowers in the gallery's Sculpture Garden, as well as music and tours. The National Museum of the American Indian holds a "How Raven Stole the Sun" story time and family offerings during the day, and live music and tours in the evening, until 10 p.m. The National Museum of Asian Art's Asia After Dark offers gallery tours, talks, DJs and a pop-up bar from 5 to 10 p.m. The National Museum of African Art stays open until midnight with drummers, dancing performances and basket-weaving workshops in the Enid Haupt Garden, and DJs and talks throughout its galleries.
Many activities don't require reservations, though some do: Register for the National Museum of African American History and Culture's Juneteenth Family Day, with live music, Caribbean-inspired craft projects, story time and a special menu at the Sweet Home Cafe. The celebration starts at 11 a.m., and the museum welcomes visitors until 10 p.m. At the Air and Space Museum, which is open until 11 p.m., stargazing through telescopes on the Mall is open to everyone, but free passes are required for indoor activities during "Sally's Night," such as a planetarium laser show and talks with space scientists. Closing times vary by museum. Free.
Juneteenth at Anacostia Community Museum
A full day of community activities begins with a 10 a.m. yoga session, followed by a gardening class exploring "the deep-rooted agricultural traditions of African American culture," with supplies to take home. Add art to a community mural, try double Dutch with experts, listen to poets, and groove to DJs and live soul and go-go bands. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Juneteenth Family Day at the Library of Congress
Quilting traditions are at the center of the Library of Congress's monthly family day. Visitors can make a fabric quilt square, see quilt-related exhibits from the library's American Folklife Center and hear from local quilt artist Sandra Smith. The day also features a discussion with award-winning middle-grade author Jewell Parker Rhodes about her book "Will's Race for Home." 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free; timed-entry tickets required.
Dupont Kalorama Museum Walk Weekend
Six museums around Dupont Circle are teaming up for a neighborhood-wide open house this weekend. Some, such as the Phillips Collection, you've probably visited. Some, such as Anderson House, you may have walked past. And some, such as the National Museum of American-Jewish Military History, often fly well under the radar of D.C. museumgoers. This choose-your-own-adventure walking tour allows free admission to all locations, which also include Dupont Underground, O Museum in the Mansion (formerly known as the Mansion on O), and the President Woodrow Wilson House. Look for activities at each stop, like pop-up discussions at the Phillips throughout the day, or the U.S. Army Band Klezmer Ensemble performing at the National Museum of American-Jewish Military History on Sunday afternoon. Note for explorers: The Woodrow Wilson House is only open on Saturday. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Giant BBQ Battle on Pennsylvania Avenue NW
The Giant Barbecue Battle takes over Pennsylvania Avenue NW for its 33rd annual multi-block party, featuring live music, activities for all ages and a whole lot of barbecue. Pitmasters from around the country showcase unique flavors and cooking techniques to impress the event's judges, as well as the crowds. In addition to the competitive meat smoking, the weekend-long event includes a Nathan's Famous Hot Dog Eating Contest, cooking demonstrations, a pavilion stuffed with free food samples, a beer and wine sampling garden, and three stages for music, including Junkyard Band (Saturday) and the Chuck Brown Band (Sunday). If you like the festival atmosphere and being outdoors but barbecue sauce isn't your thing, Falafel Inc, Joia Burger and Colada Shop are among the restaurants with pop-up locations. Saturday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. $20; $30 for a weekend pass; $60 for a four-pack of one-day tickets.
Home Rule Music Festival at the Parks at Walter Reed
The annual celebration of Black music, culture and community returns for its fourth year. Head to the green fields of the Parks at Walter Reed to hear D.C.-based jazz vocalist Imani-Grace Cooper pay tribute to the late Roberta Flack, the R&B legend who cut her teeth at Mr. Henry's on Capitol Hill. The Farafina Kan Ensemble celebrates West African drum and dance traditions, while New Impressionz and Backyard Band have been crankin' go-go for years. The day also features a record fair, and food and a marketplace with local vendors. 1 to 9 p.m. Gates open at 12:30 p.m. Free; $150 VIP.
Fete de la Musique in Georgetown
The streets of Georgetown are alive with the sound of music on Saturday, in celebration of the annual Fete de la Musique, or "festival of music." More than 40 acts take to 22 stages around the neighborhood, in parks and parking lots, on church lawns and outside businesses, to perform an array of styles. Whether you're looking for Afrobeat, jazz, Americana or a cappella pop, you'll find it -- as long as you keep your ears open. The street music runs from 3 to 7 p.m., and the evening is capped with even more entertainment at the French Embassy, where five indoor and outdoor stages host big band jazz, French choirs, funk and rock from 6 to 10 p.m. Food and wine are available for purchase, if you'd like to make an evening of it. Entry is first-come, first-served at the embassy, so get there early to get through security screenings. Times and locations vary: See the official website for a map and schedule. Free.
Philippine Independence Day Festival at the Mosaic District
The second Philippine Independence Day Festival returns to the streets of the Mosaic District for a two-day celebration of Filipino culture. Two stages feature music from boy bands, Filipino American indie rock, '90s covers and singing princesses. Get up to belt out your favorite karaoke hits, or learn Filipino dance moves. More than 90 vendors sell Filipino and Asian street foods, handmade crafts, artwork and clothing. A kids zone offers face painting, bounce hours and other games. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
Boogie Down Arcade Night at the Smithsonian Arts and Industries Building
It's Solstice Saturday, but that doesn't mean you have to be outside in the sun. The Smithsonian Arts and Industries Building is hosting a glow-in-the-dark arcade night packed with iconic video games and is sure to include a little boogie or two. While you may be protected from the intense UV rays, you can still enjoy a little light with the electric slide. Mini-golf -- a fan-favorite -- is available for all visitors to play, but don't forget to grab your best boogie shoes, as the arcade night smorgasbord invites all line dancers, (Yes, even the ones who've only learned a few steps from TikTok.) 7-11 p.m. Free.
Summer Jazz Celebration at the Kreeger Museum
Listening to jazz in a sculpture garden isn't a new concept in D.C., but it feels more refined at the Kreeger Museum's annual Summer Jazz Celebration, held among the art in the Foxhall museum's backyard. Music comes from Elijah Jamal Balbed and Fiesta Mojo -- the prolific saxophonist's Latin jazz ensemble -- and the Austin Loman Group. Picnics are welcome, as are canned beverages. No glass bottles are permitted. 2 to 4:15 p.m. $40.
Summer Solstice Market at USBG
If you need a new plant to brighten up your living room or office, trust the U.S. Botanic Garden to help you find it. A pop-up market on the garden's terrace features plants for sale through Rewild, as well as makers and artists with plant-themed jewelry, bags, prints, mugs and pressed flowers, plus snacks and dessert. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
"The Wiz" Chocolate City Party at Wunder Garten
Before there was the beloved "Wicked," there was "The Wiz," and back when "The Wiz" was still new, D.C. had the nickname of "Chocolate City." Take a stroll to "Chocolate City" at Wunder Garten during an event full of "The Wiz" music, a DJ and an unearthly amount of nostalgia for those who play the soundtrack more than one time a year. Dancing is required and costumes are welcomed, because it wouldn't be a real Wiz party without a costume cameo from one of the four witches. 8 p.m.-midnight. Free.
Off the Record at Gold Clover Bar
Cool Kids Vinyl, on the second floor of H Street's Maketto restaurant, was one of our favorite D.C. record stores, and when it closed in April after a five-year run, we wondered where -- and whether -- it would appear again. We have our answer: It's popping up at one of D.C.'s best new bars, Gold Clover Bar on Florida Avenue NW in Bloomingdale. Show up to browse the crates before grabbing a smooth Naked and Famous cocktail or a combo of whiskey and a Soul Mega pale ale. A 20 percent discount is available for the first 10 customers. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
For the People Fest at Bullpen
Searching high and low for a high-key type of event? Low and behold, High Status is hosting an eye-catching event at the Bullpen as part of their weekend-long For the People Fest, where sips of Patron may quickly turn a neighbor into your best friend. That and Yawd Jerk -- a DMV Jamaican restaurant -- are complimentary while supplies last. After you dance to the sets of five DJs, the Wharf's 12 Stories has room for you at its party-extension event that runs until 2 a.m. 4-10 p.m.; after-party 8 p.m.-2 a.m. $44.99-$66.99.
Cosplay Video Game Party at Public Bar Live
Calling all superheroes, anime fighters and NPCs -- but hey, only if you're dressed as one from a video game. Public Bar Live is expanding its treasure trove to a night of cosplaying. DJ'd music fills the air while you and your video game duo or trio have pictures taken by a cosplay photographer. Cosplay isn't required -- just encouraged -- but who wouldn't want to put on some latex and exquisite makeup looks for a night out with drinks? 10 p.m.-2 a.m. Free.
Anacostia River Explorers Public Tour at Yards Marina
The Anacostia Riverkeepers host a public boat tour of the river and marina as part of the Anacostia River Explorers' boat tour collection. On this trek through the river, the keepers plan to share the history behind the watershed, along with details about their mission and what they're doing to protect and restore it from pollution. Kids can explore and learn, too, as long as they have a parent or guardian along. 10:30-11:30 a.m. Free, waiver required.
'By Land, Sea, and Lens: Creatures on Film' at the National Gallery of Art
A companion to the National Gallery of Art's "Little Beasts: Art, Wonder, and the Natural World" exhibition, this summer film series focuses on artistic films about birds, butterflies and creatures of the deep. It begins with "The Night Visitors," a meditative 72-minute documentary about moths and their movements and behaviors after dark. 2 p.m.; Series continues through Sept. 7. Free; registration suggested.
Northeast Groovers at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
As a kid, you might remember being shushed for being too loud in a library. The exact opposite happens during the D.C. Public Library's annual Go-Go on the Rooftop series. This edition is headlined by the Northeast Groovers, whose songs "Van Damme," "The Water" and "Hey Ho" are part of the go-go canon after 40 years together. Obsession Band and Major League Band open the show. Arrive early to browse pop-up vendors and secure a spot; late arrivals might find themselves in an overflow room, watching on closed-circuit TV. 1 to 5 p.m. Free.
Pizzeria Paradiso Homebrew Competition
Earlier this year, Pizzeria Paradiso put out a call to local homebrewers, asking for their best Belgian-style saison or wit beers. The prize is a homebrewer's dream: The winning recipe will be brewed at DC Brau, then served at Paradiso locations beginning Aug. 1. The entries have arrived, and it's time for the taste-off. Head to the Georgetown restaurant and beer bar to sample the contestants (while supplies last) and enjoy happy hour prices before the winner is announced. 2 to 5 p.m. Free.
Slay the Day at Hotel Heron
We recently named Hotel Heron's Good Fortune one of our favorite new outdoor bars, and now the Old Town hotel is hosting its first drag show to celebrate Alexandria's Pride Month. Local legend Queen Shi-Queeta Lee is the star of the performance in the Heritage Ballroom, which also features Dorselle Phinn and Capri Bloomingdale. Lip-synch along with the queens over breakfast, then head to the rooftop for cocktails and an after-party. Noon to 3 p.m.; doors open at 11:30 a.m. $55.20-$135.23.
Kabza de Small at Karma
Amapiano DMV continues its track record of bringing the biggest artists in amapiano -- a deep, jazzy genre of house -- from South Africa to Washington. Kabza de Small is a dynamic producer with numerous South African Music Awards and Amapiano Music Awards, both as a solo artist and as a member of the Scorpion Kings. He released an album called "I am the King of Amapiano," and it went straight to No. 1. Here's your chance to hear why. 7 p.m. $80.99.
'Comedy of Errors' at Four Corners Park
Chesapeake Shakespeare Company -- the troupe best known for its outdoor productions in the ruins of the Patapsco Female Institute Historic Park in Ellicott City -- brings a free, all-ages production of the Bard's "Comedy of Errors" to Montgomery County parks this summer. The Shakespeare Beyond series touches down in Silver Spring's North Four Corners Local Park this week before two more performances in July. Bring a picnic or purchase dinner from food trucks. 7 p.m. Free.
Pride in the West End at Aslin Alexandria
Aslin's D.C. beer garden was a popular place to watch the WorldPride parade a few weeks ago, and now the Alexandria brewery is hosting a Pride event of its own. Pride in the West End, organized by Alexandria's West End Business Association, includes DJs, drag performances, local artists, hands-on activities, a market of LGBTQIA+ businesses and, of course, beer and food. 7:30 p.m. Free.
Civics Trivia at the National Archives
Which branch(es) of government can declare war? For how many years must someone be a lawful permanent resident before becoming a naturalized U.S. citizen? How is an executive order typically overwritten? These are some of the questions you might face during a test of Civics Trivia at the National Archives. (You can find a sample exam on the National Civics Bee website.) Here's the easiest way to find out whether you're smarter than a national legislator and enjoy free pizza while doing so. "Prizes, bragging rights, and civic glory await," the Archives says, along with a discount to the museum store. 7 p.m.; doors open at 6:15. Free. Registration required.
El Sol's 10th Anniversary Party
El Sol, the Mexican restaurant that Post critic Tim Carman once called "the best taqueria in Washington by a long shot," is celebrating its 10th birthday, well, anniversary, with a bang. Buy a $50 ticket, and tacos and margaritas are flowing to you for two hours. Admission also includes tastes of 1953 tequila, as if the unlimited tacos and margs weren't tempting enough, and live mariachi music. If you're searching for a deal that's arguably better (and maybe even cheaper) than your usual after-work happy hour, then you should clear your eating and drinking schedule. 6-8 p.m. $55.20.
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The rise of the Broadway 'bro show'
With "Glengarry Glen Ross" and "Good Night and Good Luck" becoming big earners and "Waiting for Godot" and "Dog Day Afternoon" on the way, a number of shows are targeting men.
By Andrew Zucker | 2025-06-19
Edward Price wouldn't be mistaken for a Broadway junkie. A straight guy in his 40s, Price splits his time between New York City and the Hudson Valley and rarely shells out money to see shows.
But in recent weeks, he's been an unlikely Broadway regular, venturing alone to see two plays: "Othello," starring Denzel Washington and Jake Gyllenhaal, and "Glengarry Glen Ross," starring Bob Odenkirk, Kieran Culkin and Bill Burr.
"We want to see a good, solid male psyche. We want to see the full extent of the male experience," said Price, a political economist. "You don't always get that in theater."
Both productions are part of a mega-earning Broadway box-office year, fueled, in part, by testosterone. Men typically account for only around one-third of Broadway attendees, according to Broadway League reports. But an especially large number of shows this past season -- such as "Othello," "Glengarry," "Good Night, and Good Luck," "Dead Outlaw" and "Stranger Things" -- attracted a high proportion of male theatergoers, producers say. And there are probably more on the way, with revivals of the plays "Waiting for Godot" and "Art," a solo show starring comedian Jeff Ross, and a new adaptation of the 1975 movie "Dog Day Afternoon" arriving in New York this upcoming season.
With so many of these shows appealing especially to straight men, some in Broadway circles have coined a term, said John Johnson, the producer behind "Good Night and Good Luck" and "Dog Day Afternoon": "We call them 'bro shows.'"
Yes, the expected caveats here: Not all women and gay men like musicals, and not all straight men like plays starring guys from their favorite action flick. "Just because you're a straight man, a dad or whatever, doesn't mean that group is homogeneous in what they want to see," acknowledged theater marketing executive Rian Durham. But interviews with theater producers and marketers say that preferences are hard to deny when targeting a show's audience.
"Oftentimes, when we talk about finding the audiences, it's often been targeting women and finding a show they can bring their partner to," said Marc Jablonski, head of business intelligence for Broadway marketing firm AKA. "Now it's the other way."

Bill Burr, left, and Bob Odenkirk in "Glengarry Glen Ross." (Emilio Madrid)


Part of the reason is star power. Rugged A-listers have descended on New York, with George Clooney, John Krasinski, Adam Driver, Andrew Scott, Hugh Jackman and Liev Schreiber starring in recent Broadway and off-Broadway productions. Keanu Reeves is reuniting with his Bill & Ted franchise co-star Alex Winter for the "Waiting for Godot" revival. And next spring, "The Bear" Emmy winners Jon Bernthal and Ebon Moss-Bachrach will star in "Dog Day Afternoon."
"I can almost guarantee you there were guy friend groups on text threads being like, 'Hey that guy from "Succession" is in "Glengarry," we should go check it out,'" said Johnson.
Indeed, a number of finance bros are flocking to "Glengarry," a play about unethical Chicago salesmen. Jeffrey Richards, the show's lead producer, has been involved with multiple incarnations of the play, including ones starring Al Pacino, Alan Alda and Schreiber. "I have never seen an audience for this play that has attracted a group of bros, as it were, to the extent that this production has," he said.
Durham, an executive at Situation Interactive, the show's digital marketing agency, said some have jokingly labeled the play "Bro Mary" -- a twist on "Oh, Mary!," the hit Broadway comedy about Mary Todd Lincoln favored by many gay men.
Sam Fremin, a 23-year-old journalist in Swoyersville, Pennsylvania, enjoys Broadway, but soaring ticket prices can keep him away. In May, Fremin splurged on a "Glengarry" date night with his girlfriend. He is a fan of its playwright, David Mamet, and the starry cast didn't hurt. "It felt like there was a more diverse set of tones and themes in the shows that were being offered this year," he said.

The cast of "Operation Mincemeat" performs during the Tony Awards earlier this month. (Theo Wargo/Getty Images)


If a younger set enjoy "Glengarry," middle-aged dads seem to gravitate toward musicals such as "Operation Mincemeat," about a World War II military ruse involving a corpse, and "Dead Outlaw," about a bandit whose corpse becomes a morbid attraction. Both are based on true stories from decades ago -- their subjects could pass for books on a Barnes & Noble Father's Day table.
"Mincemeat" producer Jon Thoday said that men make up around half of its ticket-buyers. (Thoday and other producers said they only have access to ticket-buyer gender breakdowns, but that those numbers often closely parallel the actual audience). The show's marketing has leaned into espionage and comedy, which has piqued their interest. "A lot of people bring their dad to it, whether it's a teenage person who loves the show or whether it's a dad who brings his dad," he added.
Another dad favorite? "Good Night, and Good Luck," a play starring Clooney as Edward R. Murrow taking on U.S. Sen. Joseph McCarthy. Johnson, the show's lead producer, said men comprised about 46 percent of ticket-buyers. "When you have a star of that caliber, it's a lot easier for everyone to kind of coalesce around it," he said.
During its run, which ended earlier this month, a towering black-and-white profile shot of Clooney smoking a cigarette stretched across the Winter Garden Theatre facade. Miky Wolf, the chief creative officer of AKA, opted for cinematic flair when concocting the campaign. Wolf, who also worked on marketing for "Glengarry" and "Othello," said it reflected his belief that Broadway shows now compete for attention with TV and movies.
"I intentionally wanted to do something that felt like a political thriller," he said. "That felt like something I know I want to engage with in terms of what I read, what I watch."

Glenn Fleshler, left, and George Clooney in "Goodnight, and Good Luck." (Emilio Madrid)


Another reason more men are buying seats is more precise targeting technology on platforms like Meta, Google and video streaming services. "We went from the 65-year-old woman who lives in Rye, New York," Johnson said, "to hedge fund bros who live in the Financial District in a high-rise, rolling up in their Cadillac Escalade Uber." (A slight exaggeration, but suburbanite viewers are slightly down since the covid-19 pandemic.)
Straight men are not a newly discovered Broadway audience segment, of course. The jukebox musicals "Jersey Boys," "Rock of Ages" and "American Idiot" brought out many male rock lovers. And "The Book of Mormon," which debuted fourteen years ago, introduced loyal fans of "South Park" to the Great White Way.
John Kenrick, a musical theater historian, said in the early 1800s, during the birth of American commercial theater, men made up the majority of audiences. "It was like going to the horse race," he said. While gay men have been involved in making and attending Broadway theater since its earliest days, Broadway wasn't publicly viewed as an industry shaped by gay culture until the 1970s and 80s. "That's when performers, writers could start being a little more visible about their sexuality," he said.
These days, it's not only rockers and comedians drawing dudes. "Maybe Happy Ending," which won the Tony Award for best new musical, is a love story between two robots starring "Glee" star Darren Criss. Notably, it has slightly overindexed on male ticket-buyers, as compared to Broadway as a whole.
Not every bro show last season was commercially successful. "Swept Away," a musical based on a tale about a shipwreck and cannibalism, featured music from the Avett Brothers, but closed less than a month after opening to mixed reviews.
Sonia Friedman, the mega-producer behind hits like "Harry Potter and the Cursed Child," said she has seen evidence that once straight guys get introduced to Broadway, they are especially prone to seeing a wide array of shows after. She is now behind Broadway's "Stranger Things: The First Shadow," whose ticket-buyers are 47 percent male. "It's too early to say that about 'Stranger Things,' but I'd hope the experience they're having will take them somewhere else," she said.
What other grisly tales, A-list studs or big-ticket IPs are up for grabs? Thoday cracked, "Stand by for the James Bond musical."
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Pixar's 'Elio' is a fast and fizzy trip to a boy's alien nation
Faithful fans might see a sameness creeping into the animation studio's latest adventure.
By Ty Burr | 2025-06-19

When Elio (voice of Yonas Kibreab), a space fanatic with an active imagination and a huge alien obsession, is beamed up to the Communiverse, an interplanetary organization with representatives from galaxies far and wide, he must form new bonds with eccentric alien lifeforms, including a chirpy, shipper liquid supercomputer called Ooooo (voice of Shirley Henderson). (Pixar/PIXAR)


If a movie is a bowl of breakfast cereal, "Elio" is Chocolate Frosted Sugar Bombs, and the audience is Calvin. The title hero is a Calvin, too: a hyper-imaginative orphaned boy who lives with an aunt and is desperate for the universe to send aliens to take him away from it all. This being Pixar, the universe obliges.
And this being Pixar, the journey is a visual rapture with a tale of loneliness and reconnection tucked inside it, told at the speed of light. "Elio" isn't up there with the animation house's finest work -- the glory days have been over for some time now -- but it's a fine, fizzy piece of family entertainment, overfamiliar in spots (if a story about multiple species of extraterrestrials can be called familiar) but just as overeager to please.
Aunt Olga (voiced by Zoe Saldana) is a major in the Air Force with a job protecting satellites by monitoring nearby space debris; she wanted to be an astronaut, but the death of Elio's parents in an unspecified misadventure has put the dream on hold. She's loving toward the boy but overwhelmed and exhausted, and the script by Julia Cho, Mark Hammer and Mike Jones makes clear why: Voiced by Yonas Kibreab, the kid's a handful, impressed by the story of the 1977 Voyager space mission -- the one with the little gold record of Earth's languages and Chuck Berry songs that will hopefully convince aliens we're intelligent -- and obsessed with being rescued from his misery by getting abducted by ETs.
He's a weirdo, a misfit and a brainiac, but he's also a revved-up little boy, and the movie's troika of directors (Adrian Molina, Madeline Sharafian and Domee Shi) pitch his story at us with the energy of a toddler bouncing off the walls before a nap. Through a series of plot contortions that would beggar belief if they didn't come at us so fast, Elio is whisked up into the belly of a mother ship for a meeting with not one alien race but representatives of many races -- a "Communiverse" of the extraterrestrial best and brightest. They offer the boy a place among them, believing him to be the leader of Earth. Given the grown children currently running the planet, we could do worse.

When 11-year-old Elio (voice of Yonas Kibreab) is beamed up to space, he finds himself in the Communiverse, an interplanetary organization with representatives from galaxies far and wide. Like humans, the members of the Communiverse come in all shapes, sizes and personalities. Among them are Ambassador Mira (far left), Ambassador Helix (third from left), Ambassador Questa (center), Ambassador Tegman (third from right) and Ambassador Turais (second from right). (Pixar/PIXAR)


The concept of all those different kinds of aliens frees the Pixar elves to be as creative as we know they can be, and Elio's greeting committee on the spaceship -- itself a lovely conch-shaped creation -- is a flamboyance of visual design: Here a frilly, mind-reading celery stalk; there a pugnacious blob; there a concatenation of rocks. A little floating blue orb named Ooooo, voiced by the invaluable Shirley Henderson, is a water-based supercomputer; an airborne infinity-symbol of pages is a sentient encyclopedia. And because every movie needs a villain, here's Lord Grigon (Brad Garrett), a clanking super-soldier from the Crab Nebula who vows to destroy any Communiverse he can't join.
"Elio" ramps up its busy plot until the movie's spinning like a top, but the most affecting scenes involve the hero's friendship with Lord Grigon's son Glordon (Remy Edgerly), a sort of toothy, outsize water bear with a far gentler disposition than his dad. Both he and Elio are alienated, for lack of a better word, and their connection is sweet and funny and resonant amid all the clamor.

When Elio (voice of Yonas Kibreab), a space fanatic with an active imagination and a huge alien obsession, is beamed up to the Communiverse, an interplanetary organization with representatives from galaxies far and wide, he must form new bonds with eccentric alien lifeforms, including Glordon (voice of Remy Edgerly), a tenderhearted princeling. (Pixar/PIXAR)


Despite a few scary bits, "Elio" is suitable for all ages including parents, but the Pixar faithful (of which this critic is one) may notice a sameness creeping into the studio's fanciful otherworlds. The Communiverse in all its spacious splendor is visually similar to the brain-scape of "Inside Out," the bardo of "Soul," the water world of "Luca" and other Pixar creations, an outlier being the Day-Glo Day of the Dead afterlife of 2017's "Coco." (It's worth noting that the movie itself is the product of a Pixar communiverse, with all three directors and two of the three writers having had a hand in previous Pixar hits, including "Coco," "Soul" and "Turning Red.") Business as usual is still frisky business for these creative super-geniuses, but you feel the strain of limber minds trying too hard.
The sugar highs of this rambunctious thrill ride are fun, in other words, but in the end "Elio" is most memorable when it eases up to celebrate the invisible ties of love and friendship that bind all of us aliens to each other. Now, if you'll excuse me, I need to go lie down for a while.
PG. At area theaters. Some action/peril and thematic elements. 99 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'28 Years Later' deftly revives a franchise of the undead
Original director Danny Boyle returns with a scary, soulful dystopian thriller.
By Ty Burr | 2025-06-19

Spike (Alfie Williams) and Dr. Kelson (Ralph Fiennes) in "28 Years Later." (Miya Mizuno/Miya Mizuno/Columbia Pictures/ SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT)


Among its many other attributes, "28 Years Later" is a reminder of why Ralph Fiennes is a cultural object to be treasured. Rarely bothering with lead roles, the actor prefers instead to airdrop into films as a politely strange supporting presence, radiating intelligent lunacy tinged with regret. In Danny Boyle's new movie -- a jump-start to a dormant franchise and the first in a new trilogy -- Fiennes appears midway through, dyed yellow with iodine and apologetic about the tower of skulls in his backyard. And he's one of the movie's good guys.
A follow-up to Boyle's galvanizing 2003 horror thriller "28 Days Later" and its 2007 sequel "28 Weeks Later," "28 Years Later" (which at one point was supposed to be titled "28 Months Later," but someone got distracted) asks questions surprisingly relevant to our current moment. Such as: Where does civilization go at a time of societal collapse? How do a people maintain normality? What place does kindness have in a world of rampage and insanity? These are deep and welcome thoughts for a zombie movie.
Although, right, they're not technically zombies. As posited in the original film, a laboratory-made "rage virus" has escaped, turning England into a mob of ravenous, kill-crazy cannibals, able to pass a fast-acting infection with a bite or even a drop of saliva. By the time of "28 Years Later," all of Britain has become one giant quarantine zone, its waters patrolled by an international coalition and outposts of humanity clinging to the coastline like life rafts.
One such community is Holy Island, connected to the mainland by a causeway that surfaces only at low tide. The islanders have made a life for themselves as a village of hardy, inventive survivors who come ashore to forage and pick off the infected where they can. The film's hero, a 12-year-old boy named Spike (Alfie Williams), makes the journey with his father (Aaron Taylor-Johnson) in the early scenes of "28 Years Later," marking his first kill with a bow and arrow. The ghoulies have evolved over the years into various types, including creepy crawling fatties who live on a diet of worms and strapping "alphas" who like to rip off heads with their spines attached.

Jamie (Aaron Taylor-Johnson) and his son Spike (Alfie Williams) in "28 Years Later." (Miya Mizuno/Miya Mizuno/Columbia Pictures/ SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT)


In Williams's sweetly sensitive portrayal, Spike is brave but also terrified, and he checks out of a celebratory party on his return to look in on his mum, Isla (Jodie Comer of "Killing Eve"), who's bedridden and delusional from a mystery ailment. The meat of the movie consists of the boy deciding to lead his mother toward a rumor of a doctor on the mainland, through a gantlet of naked, frothing beasties with the occasional assist from a random human (Edvin Ryding, quite funny as an exasperated Swedish soldier). Along the way, Spike and we learn new things about zombie obstetrics and related matters.
Despite Boyle and co-screenwriter Alex Garland (writer-director of "Ex Machina," "Civil War" and other provocations) returning to this property -- and despite Boyle's usual bag of tricks with stutter-stop cinematography and gruesome flash-cuts -- "28 Years Later" lacks the visceral shock and relentless pace of the first two films (the second was directed by Juan Carlos Fresnadillo and written by a team that didn't include Boyle or Garland). Nor do the logistics of the film's reinvented universe bear much scrutiny. (What do the infected feed on if there are no normal humans left? Why are there still youngish ones after three decades?)
Instead, the tone is one of finely wrought mourning punctuated by bursts of adrenaline, with the relationship between mother and son given real emotional weight. The camerawork by the great Anthony Dod Mantle ("Slumdog Millionaire"), a brooding score by the Scottish hip-hop trio Young Fathers and some gob-stopping Highlands locations all raise the movie above standard fright-night fare. And when Fiennes appears, "28 Years Later" becomes even more clearly a meditation on what comes after humanity's downfall -- what memories we save and who we choose to love and remember.
There's still enough flesh-rending and severed body parts to sate the average horror fan. More crucially, "28 Years Later" has enough meat on its bones to serve as more than just a warmup for the next installment, due in 2026 and possibly featuring the original movie's star (and this one's executive producer) Cillian Murphy, who has gone on to bigger things in the intervening 22 years. You do get the sense that this property is just getting (re)started, though, with a cliff-hanger ending that doesn't leave the audience twisting in the wind, as such things often do, but instead introduces a character who threatens to take the next films into appealing looney-tunes territory.
I'd tell you more, but then I'd have to eat you.
R. At area theaters. Strong bloody violence, grisly images, graphic nudity, language and brief sexuality. 115 minutes
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-06-18

"Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore" is on view at the Irene and Richard Frary Gallery through Sept. 6. (Poll Bravo for Johns Hopkins University)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER
Four exhibitions are on view through Aug. 10: "David A. Douglas: Intersections," "Soaring (Narsha)," "The Teen Experience" and "Anarchy Loosed Upon the World: Vintage Photographs of the War in Vietnam." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
"LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM
"Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate.
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through August. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through December. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"How to Be a Power Player: Tudor Edition," through July 31. More than 60 objects from the Folger collection exemplify social climbing in Tudor England. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN
"From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Jan. 3, 2027. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM
"Bond in Motion," through September. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
*IRENE AND RICHARD FRARY GALLERY
"Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore," though Sept. 6. Johns Hopkins's D.C. campus displays the work of more than a dozen Baltimore artists. 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. washingtondc.jhu.edu
KREEGER MUSEUM
"Water in the Gas," through Aug. 23. Spanning 1934 to 1965, a selection of works from the museum's collection reflects themes of citizenship, censorship, industry, labor and sovereignty. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005.
"C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON
"Portals," through Sept. 7. Paintings, sculptures and installations investigate the myriad ways in which a portal can be defined, from a physical passage to a mystical gateway.
"Olivia Tripp Morrow: (Un)tethered," through Sept. 7. The museum's resident artist uses embroidery, fiber-based installations and sculptural works to reflect on her experience caring for her mother during a brief battle with cancer. 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 
"Road to Revolution," through Aug. 6, 2026. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through June 30. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Oct. 5. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter 2026. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August 2026. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Elizabeth Catlett: A Black Revolutionary Artist," through July 6. More 150 works from the D.C.-born sculptor and graphic artist capture the injustices she witnessed living in the United States and Mexico.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 3. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through July 6. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"Body Transformed: Contemporary South Asian Photographs and Prints," through Aug. 17. A selection of works focused on the human form from the likes of Krishna Reddy, Chitra Ganesh and Jyoti Bhatt.
"Delighting Krishna: Paintings of the Child-God," through Aug. 24. For the first time since the 1970s, 14 pichwais -- paintings of Krishna on cotton cloth -- are on view.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26, 2026. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Uncanny," through Aug. 10. A variety of artworks connected by themes of surreal imaginings, unsafe spaces and the uncanny valley.
"A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," through Sept. 28. More than 40 objects document the Women's Studio Workshop's history as a champion of book arts for marginalized communities.
"Guerrilla Girls: Making Trouble," through Sept. 28. The Guerrilla Girls artist collective marks its 40th anniversary with a visual timeline of its works, which explore politics, environmental issues, pop culture and gender disparity in the arts.
"Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7, 2026. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Essex Hemphill: Take Care of Your Blessings," through Aug. 31. A presentation of works from artists who knew the 20th-century poet and activist, as well as those inspired by him decades later. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"We Gather at the Edge: Contemporary Quilts by Black Women Artists," through Sunday. A collection of 35 quilts examines Black history and culture through textile traditions.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM
"American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2, 2026. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/museum-art-exhibit-listings-dc/
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Diddy trial recap: Court adjourns due to sick juror in Sean Combs's case, delays testimony by ex-assistant Brendan Paul
Sean "Diddy" Combs's federal sex-trafficking trial continues on Day 26 with Brendan Paul, a former assistant and Syracuse University basketball player, expected to testify. 
By Anne Branigin, Shayna Jacobs, Samantha Chery, Janay Kingsberry, Avi Selk, Carla Spartos, Shane O'Neill | 2025-06-18
Sean "Diddy" Combs's federal sex trafficking trial was unexpectedly adjourned early Wednesday after a juror experienced vertigo and wasn't able to attend. That means Brendan Paul, a former Syracuse University basketball player who worked for Combs and is one of the prosecution's final witnesses, will not testify before Friday, after the Juneteenth holiday.
Paul is mentioned in three civil lawsuits filed against Combs, and was arrested on since-dropped drug charges last year, around the time federal agents raided Combs's homes. Paul has been granted immunity by the court for his testimony.
Earlier this week, a special agent with the U.S. attorney's office in the Southern District of New York presented records related to alleged "freak-offs" with Combs and his ex, Cassie Ventura, one of two women in the trial who allege that they were sex-trafficked by Combs. The women consented willingly, Combs's defense team has argued.
The prosecution is expected to wrap up its case soon, now that both Ventura and the other alleged victim, known by the alias "Jane," have completed their testimony. The defense is not expected to call many witnesses in its portion, meaning the trial is likely to be in its final weeks.
Combs has pleaded not guilty to charges of sex trafficking, racketeering conspiracy and transportation to engage in prostitution. He could be sentenced to life in prison if convicted on all counts.
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