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Mamdani Reflects on His Astonishing Rise and the Challenges Ahead

In a post-election interview, Zohran Mamdani, the likely winner of the Democratic primary for mayor of New York, said he took some lessons from Donald Trump's focus on the cost of living.

"I could never have prepared for the scale of support that we saw," Zohran Mamdani said in an interview the day after the primary.



By Emma G. Fitzsimmons



Jun 25, 2025 at 10:19 PM

The foundation for Zohran Mamdani's upstart bid to become a democratic socialist mayor of New York City began, oddly, with his borrowing a campaign strategy from President Trump.

In November, Mr. Mamdani set out for parts of the city that had supported Mr. Trump to find out why. The answer was affordability. Mr. Trump had promised to deliver it, and for many New Yorkers, that was enough.

Mr. Mamdani said he learned a lesson. He committed to a promise to make the city more affordable, adopting a campaign vow that he said Mr. Trump has shown no interest in keeping.

"Both Donald Trump and our campaign can see the disillusionment in politics, the inability for so many to celebrate crumbs that cannot feed themselves and their families," Mr. Mamdani said in an interview on Wednesday after he became the likely winner of the Democratic primary.

"The difference is that Trump seeks to exploit this sentiment with no actual desire to address it," he added.

In Mr. Mamdani's meteoric rise from unknown state lawmaker to potential mayor, he managed to maintain his message discipline on affordability. Make buses free, freeze the rent, offer free universal child care.

That populist vision was the backbone of what became an indomitable campaign for mayor, exciting young voters with a brand of creativity and social media wizardry.

In the end, he built a coalition of support that crossed racial, economic and religious lines across most of the city, toppling former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, and positioning himself as the likely front-runner in the general election in November.

On Wednesday, Mr. Mamdani took a rare moment to rest from his breakneck campaign. After "about four hours of sleep," he was home in his Assembly district in Queens taking congratulatory calls from policymakers like Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the House Democratic leader, and reflecting on his success and the challenges that still lie ahead in the general election in November and beyond.

His apparent victory, he said, was a "reflection of a hunger across New York City, across neighborhoods, both ones that are described as progressive and ones that are not, for a different kind of politics, for a new generation of leadership, and for a democracy where New Yorkers can see themselves and see their concerns and see their struggles reflected back."

Mr. Mamdani, 33, a democratic socialist who would be the city's first Muslim mayor, acknowledged that he had thought the primary race would be closer and that he had expected to spend Wednesday examining vote breakdowns and preparing for ranked-choice tabulations, to see if he had a likely path to winning under the city's relatively new voting system.

Mr. Mamdani's supporters gathered at his watch party on Tuesday. He assembled a coalition of voters across city neighborhoods. Shuran Huang for The New York Times


"I had anticipated today would have entailed more time being spent on ranked-choice calculations, and yet here we are," he said, adding: "I could never have prepared for the scale of support that we saw."

Roughly a year ago, Mr. Mamdani sipped a cup of tea at a Yemeni cafe in Queens and laid out his plan to win. He began the race with nothing more than optimism. He had few endorsements and name recognition that he put at "1 percent of New Yorkers knowing who I am, and that's a charitable estimation," he said.

He still has a ways to go. Mr. Mamdani will face Mayor Eric Adams in November, when the mayor will run for re-election as an independent after a turbulent first term. The mayor faced federal bribery and fraud charges before President Trump's Justice Department abandoned the case against him earlier this year.

Mr. Mamdani said he was confident that he could bring together Democrats and win.

"Last night is just a glimpse of what this coalition could look like," he said.

He seemed less confident and also less concerned about whether he could persuade business leaders to come to his side.

"What we have shown in this primary is our ability to overcome the same billionaires who may fund Eric Adams's re-election campaign, and ultimately we're able to do so because of the power of New Yorkers across the five boroughs," he said.

Mr. Mamdani said he had run all along on the idea that the city needed a different vision from the one offered by his main Democratic rival, Mr. Cuomo, and Mr. Adams and criticized the mayor's closeness with President Trump. Mr. Cuomo is deciding whether to run on an independent ballot line in November; Curtis Sliwa, the founder of the Guardian Angels, will be the Republican candidate.

"Adams is an illustration of the very kind of corruption, incompetence and beholdenness to Donald Trump that New Yorkers want to turn the page on," he said.

Mr. Trump did not ignore Mr. Mamdani's ascendancy, calling him a "communist lunatic" on Truth Social. Mr. Trump wrote that allowing him and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, a key progressive ally of Mr. Mamdani, to gain power would ruin the country.

First, Mr. Mamdani must win over voters who supported Mr. Cuomo in the primary.

"What we demonstrated last night was a victory with working-class communities of color, be they Asian, Latino, Black and white, in neighborhoods like Kensington, Flushing, Elmhurst, Jamaica Hills, Jackson Heights, Chinatown, Sunset Park," he said.

On Wednesday, he sought to ease concerns among Jewish voters over his positions on Israel by announcing an endorsement from Representative Jerrold Nadler, a prominent Jewish leader who endorsed another candidate, the former comptroller Scott Stringer, in the primary. Mr. Mamdani refused to condemn the phrase "globalize the intifada" on a recent podcast, has called Israel's actions in Gaza a "genocide" and has questioned Israel's right to exist as a Jewish state.

Mr. Mamdani said in the interview that he would protect Jewish New Yorkers as mayor and increase funding to address hate crimes. In the months ahead, he said he would "make clear that my politics is rooted in a commitment to universal human rights." He said he understood that some New Yorkers would disagree with him.

"My responsibility as a leader of this city is to reach further, understanding those disagreements and to wrestle with the complexities of them, and to represent each and every person that calls the city their home," he said.

New Yorkers are hungry for a different kind of politics, Mr. Mamdani said in the interview. Shuran Huang for The New York Times


Mr. Mamdani also made a case for why his strong victory margin could help him enact the populist policies that he pitched on the campaign trail. He has said he would make buses free, freeze the city's roughly one million rent-stabilized apartments, create city-owned grocery stores to lower costs and implement universal child care.

His critics have argued that his goals were too ambitious and that Mr. Mamdani had too little experience to achieve them. He said they were underestimating him.

"Ideas are only as good as their implementation, and the promises I have made are the ones that I will keep," he said. "What we have seen in last night's election is that this is a popular mandate from New Yorkers to deliver a city that they can afford."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/25/nyregion/zohran-mamdani-interview.html
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A New Political Star Emerges Out of a Fractured Democratic Party

The emergence of Zohran Mamdani, a democratic socialist, is likely to divide national Democrats, who are already torn about what the party should stand for.

Zohran Mamdani delivered a closing argument at sunrise on Primary Day in Queens. Shuran Huang for The New York Times



By Liam Stack



Jun 25, 2025 at 07:07 AM

The national Democratic establishment on Tuesday night struggled to absorb the startling ascent of a democratic socialist in New York City who embraced a progressive economic agenda and diverged from the party's dominant position on the Middle East.

As elections go, Tuesday's party primary for mayor was a thunderbolt: New York voters turned away from a well-funded familiar face and famous name, former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, and in doing so made a generational and ideological break with the party's mainstream. They turned to a 33-year-old, three-term state assemblyman, Zohran Mamdani, who ran on an optimistic message that has eluded many national Democrats about affordability and the rising cost of living. 

What became vividly clear on Tuesday, as votes were counted across the racially and economically diverse neighborhoods of New York, was that Mr. Mamdani had generated excitement among some -- though not all -- of the traditional pillars of winning Democratic voter coalitions.

Democratic leaders badly want to win over young voters and minority groups in the coming 2026 and 2028 elections -- two groups they have struggled to mobilize since the Obama era -- but they also need moderate Democrats and independents who often recoil from far-left positions.

"It really represents the excitement that I saw on the streets all throughout the City of New York," said Letitia James, the New York attorney general. "I haven't seen this since Barack Obama ran for president of these United States."

That Mr. Mamdani had such success while running on a far-left agenda, including positions that once were politically risky in New York -- like describing Israel's actions in Gaza as genocide and calling for new taxes on business -- may challenge the boundaries of party orthodoxy and unnerve national Democratic leaders.

His views on Israel are likely to force some national Democrats into an uncomfortable position, said David Axelrod, a native New Yorker and Mr. Obama's chief strategist. But he said that Mr. Mamdani's relentless focus on economic affordability resonated widely and could be a playbook for the party's success as well.

"There is no doubt that Trump and Republicans will try and seize on him as a kind of exemplar of what the Democratic Party stands for," Mr. Axelrod said. "The thing is, he seems both principled and agile and deft enough to confront those sort of conventional plays."

The primary results raised questions about how Democrats on the national level would react. Would they embrace Mr. Mamdani as a next-generation leader of the party who can articulate a resonant economic message in a way that former Vice President Kamala Harris failed to do in November? Or would they distance themselves from his democratic socialist ideas and move more directly toward the center to court independent voters?

The enthusiasm that Mr. Mamdani generated among a swath of New Yorkers looking for fresh leadership called to mind the insurgent campaigns of Senator Bernie Sanders in the 2016 presidential race and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez in her upset victory in a 2018 House primary.

All three are democratic socialists, a once fringe movement popularized by Mr. Sanders that calls for reining in the excesses of capitalism and curbing the power of the wealthy.

Mr. Sanders and Ms. Ocasio-Cortez, both of whom endorsed Mr. Mamdani, remain popular progressive figures but have had only limited impact on changing the Democratic Party's agenda and messaging.

Mr. Mamdani embraced Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez during a rally in Manhattan earlier this month. Shuran Huang for The New York Times


A key question is how the Democratic donor class and business community, which was already unsettled by Mr. Mamdani's rise, will react to his apparent victory. Business leaders may flock to his rivals in the general election in November, or try to use super PACs to stop him.

In the meantime, other Democratic elected officials are likely to be questioned on whether they agree with his positions.

"It's a national election, not just a New York City election. People are going to be watching," said James Carville, a longtime Democratic strategist. "Everybody will have to weigh in one way or another. Everybody is going to be asked, do they support him."

Even before Mr. Mamdani addressed his supporters early Wednesday morning, Republicans were gearing up to caricature him.

The National Republican Congressional Committee gleefully declared Mr. Mamdani the "new face of the Democrat Party." Senator Rick Scott of Florida predicted on social media that more New Yorkers would be fleeing to his state. And Representative Elise Stefanik of New York sent a fund-raising appeal on Tuesday saying her "stomach was in knots," calling Mr. Mamdani a "Hamas Terrorist sympathizer." (Mr. Mamdani has defended pro-Palestinian slogans like "globalize the intifada." He has said that he supports an Israel with equal rights for all its citizens, but has not said if it has a right to exist as a Jewish state. He has emphatically denied accusations that he is antisemitic.)

As recently as last month, few people expected Mr. Mamdani to beat Mr. Cuomo, 67, who benefited from near universal name recognition, a deep war chest, and the endorsement of party heavyweights like former President Bill Clinton.

But the embrace of the party establishment may have done Mr. Cuomo no favors in a race that appeared to be marked by a deep hunger for change.

"Voters are not happy with the national party establishment and want to focus on building a movement," said Basil Smikle, a professor at Columbia's School of Professional Studies. "I think that's key here. Mamdani created a movement around his candidacy."

Mr. Mamdani ran a relentless and cheerful campaign focused on affordability in a city that has grown too expensive for an expanding circle of residents, with zippy videos and catchy tag lines like "freeze the rent" and "free buses" that told voters he cared first about their wallets.

That kitchen-table focus actually mirrored economic messaging that some in the center of the party have also urged Democratic candidates to embrace. Many Democrats were frustrated that did not occur with former President Joseph R. Biden Jr. and Ms. Harris during the 2024 election.

David Shor, a Democratic researcher and strategist who worked with the leading pro-Harris super PAC, Future Forward, wrote on X that Mr. Mamdani was "a great example of how far you can go if you genuinely center your campaign in an engaging way around the issue that voters overwhelmingly say in surveys they care the most about."

Benjamin Oreskes, Reid J. Epstein and Shane Goldmacher contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/25/nyregion/democratic-party-zohran-mamdani.html
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Rubio Fleshes Out Trump's Case That Iran Nuclear Capacity Was Eliminated

Secretary of State Marco Rubio said U.S. strikes had destroyed a facility that is key to turning highly enriched nuclear fuel into a working bomb. He railed against a less optimistic U.S. intelligence report.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio said the Iranian nuclear program was set back years. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times



By David E. Sanger and Tyler Pager
Reporting from The Hague


Jun 25, 2025 at 02:33 PM

President Trump and Secretary of State Marco Rubio made their most detailed case yet on Wednesday at a NATO summit in the Netherlands for why they believe the American attack on Iran dealt a fatal blow to its nuclear ambitions, pushing back on the findings of a U.S. intelligence report and more cautious statements from international nuclear inspectors.

While Mr. Trump largely repeated his assertions that Iran's nuclear facilities were "obliterated," Mr. Rubio stepped in with the first description of why he thought the attack had set back the Iranians' progress for years rather than by only a few months, as a preliminary Defense Intelligence Agency report said. His argument centered on evidence that a "conversion facility" -- which is key to converting nuclear fuel from a gas into the form needed to produce a nuclear weapon -- has been destroyed.

The question of whether Iran could recover from the strike on Sunday morning dominated the meeting of the 32 NATO nations. It overshadowed a major accomplishment for Mr. Trump: an agreement among most of the allies, with the notable exception of Spain, to spend 5 percent of their gross domestic product on defense within a decade as they face down Russian military aggression. Mr. Trump had demanded the increase and celebrated the moment, telling reporters during an hourlong news conference, "I began pushing for additional commitments in 2017."

But his anger over the disclosure of the intelligence report on the effects of the strike against Iran was palpable. Mr. Trump accused news organizations that questioned how much damage had been done to Iran's program of betraying "these brave patriots, these incredible fliers" who streaked halfway across the globe from Missouri to bomb the prime target, an enrichment plant called Fordo buried deep in a mountain. He and other administration officials repeatedly argued that because the attack had been executed so flawlessly, it was offensive to even question the results.

Mr. Trump also announced on Wednesday the United States and Iran would hold talks next week, though he provided no details about the participants or the purpose of the engagement. Diplomats from both countries had met repeatedly in recent months to try to negotiate over the future of Iran's nuclear program, but Iran canceled a round after Israel launched strikes against it on June 13, and the two sides have not met since.

Iran is also threatening to stop cooperating with international inspectors, which would limit visibility into the damage done.

Yet, the president also downplayed the importance of a diplomatic agreement with Tehran over its nuclear program, expressing confidence that Iran would not pursue a nuclear weapon after the U.S. attacks.

"We may sign an agreement," he said. "I don't know. To me, I don't think it's that necessary. I mean, they had a war they fought. Now they're going back to their world. I don't care if I have an agreement or not."

Iranian officials had indicated a day earlier that they were willing to re-engage in diplomacy.

But by the end of his trip to the Netherlands, Mr. Trump seemed as focused on proving he has "obliterated" Iran's sites as he once was on proving he had the largest inauguration crowd. As part of his effort to counter the preliminary intelligence report from the Pentagon, Mr. Trump, during his news conference, read part of a statement from the Israel Atomic Energy Commission.

"The devastating U.S. strike on Fordo destroyed the site's critical infrastructure and rendered the enrichment facility totally inoperable," the president said. The statement, which the White House had distributed earlier, did not contain the word "totally," but Mr. Trump inserted it.

A satellite image of the Fordo enrichment facility in Iran on Tuesday. Maxar Technologies


Administration officials also denied that Iran had moved its stockpile of 880 pounds of near-bomb-grade fuel from storage areas in the ancient city of Isfahan and at other plants in Iran. Some American intelligence officials say they believe it was moved, and Rafael Mariano Grossi, the secretary general of the International Atomic Energy Agency, part of the United Nations, said Iranian officials had told him the stockpile was going to be moved to avoid threats from Mr. Trump. On Wednesday, he said he did not know its whereabouts.

Moving the stockpile could have left Iran with a hidden supply that it could, with further enrichment, use for weapons.

Mr. Trump said he did know where the supply was. "We think we hit them so hard and so fast they didn't get to move," he told reporters, without citing any evidence. "It's covered with granite, concrete and steel," he said.

Near the end of his news conference, as Mr. Trump appeared to become increasingly fed up with questions about his own administration's intelligence, he turned the lectern over to Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, whose department's intelligence agency had produced the assessment. After denouncing the news media, Mr. Hegseth did not dispute the accounts of the intelligence report that appeared in The New York Times and CNN, but emphasized that it had been produced with "low confidence."

"So if you want to make an assessment of what happened at Fordo, you better get a big shovel and go really deep because Iran's nuclear program is obliterated," he said.

The director of national intelligence, Tulsi Gabbard, also insisted on Wednesday that the president was correct in saying that Iran's facilities had been destroyed. She cited "new intelligence" but gave no additional details. Like Mr. Hegseth, she complained about news reports describing the intelligence document.

Mr. Rubio was the only one who approached the question with specific reference to facilities that Israel and the United States hit, and which would cripple Iran's ability to make a bomb even if it had sufficient highly enriched uranium secreted away. His argument centered on evidence that the conversion facility had been destroyed, along with a laboratory to make the fuel into uranium metal to make a warhead.

Israel reported hitting the facility and an associated laboratory for turning the fuel to metal, and The Times described the hit at the time. Independent analysts say they believe the plant was severely damaged.

"You can't do a nuclear weapon without a conversion facility," said Mr. Rubio, who serves simultaneously as interim national security adviser. "We can't even find where it is, where it used to be on the map," he added, speaking of the conversion facility. "The whole thing is blackened out. It's gone. It's wiped out."

Satellite photographs show extensive destruction, but not until international nuclear inspectors are allowed on the site will it be possible to know what it would take to rebuild, on the site or elsewhere.

The intelligence report focused largely on the state of the Fordo plant, which produced the near-bomb-grade fuel that would, ultimately, feed a conversion facility.

The United States used powerful "bunker buster" bombs to hit that plant. Officials familiar with the intelligence report said that early findings concluded that the strikes had set back Iran's nuclear program by months. Officials said the strikes sealed off Fordo's entrances, but had not led to a collapse, leaving open the possibility that Iran could eventually dig it out.

But the reason Iran most likely could still race to a bomb relatively quickly, officials said, is that it most likely retains much of its enriched uranium and most likely has secret nuclear facilities in which to process it further.

Showing support for the armed forces in Tehran on Tuesday. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


International inspectors and nuclear experts agree that the extensive damage to the conversion facility created a key bottleneck in the weapons-making process, and agreed that rebuilding it would most likely take years. But that assumes that Iran did not build another conversion plant in secret, as part of an insurance policy against the destruction of its declared facilities, which are inspected by the International Atomic Energy Agency.

The American attacks in Iran were focused on two elements of the nuclear program. The first was the two centers where enrichment was done, Natanz and Fordo. The second set of attacks was focused on facilities that could be used to turn the nuclear material into a weapon. Most of those were centered in Isfahan, including the conversion facility and the lab that produces uranium metal, which can be used in manufacturing a warhead.

The U.S. objective appeared to be to take out both parts of the production chain in the hopes of setting the Iranians back as far as possible.

In a separate assessment, David Albright and Spencer Faragasso of the nonpartisan Institute for Science and International Security, a nonprofit organization that follows the state of the Iranian program in depth, wrote on Wednesday that "Israel's and U.S. attacks have effectively destroyed Iran's centrifuge enrichment program." They concluded that "it will be a long time before Iran comes anywhere near the capability it had before the attack."

But their report noted that stocks of near-bomb-grade uranium and lesser-enriched materials remained, along with centrifuges that had been manufactured, but not yet installed.  The same report noted that the conversion facility had been "severely damaged."

Mr. Trump argued on Wednesday that Iran had essentially given up its nuclear ambitions, saying it is not "even thinking" about nuclear enrichment anymore, though he did not provide any evidence.

Mr. Rubio was more careful. "Now anything in the world can be rebuilt," he said, "but now we know where it is, and if they try to rebuild it, we'll have an option there, as well."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/25/us/politics/iran-nuclear-program-damage-rubio.html
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In a Win for Trump, NATO Agrees to a Big Increase in Military Spending

President Trump has long pushed the European allies to be more self-sufficient on defense, relying less on American protection. NATO committed to a major increase over the next decade.

President Trump, together with Pete Hegseth, secretary of defense, and Marco Rubio, secretary of state, during a new conference during the NATO summit in The Hague, on Wednesday. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times



By Steven Erlanger and Lara Jakes
Reporting from The Hague


Jun 25, 2025 at 08:27 PM

A NATO summit designed to please President Trump ended on Wednesday with his European allies approving an ambitious spending goal to meet the threat of a militarizing Russia, and clinching a long-elusive public commitment from the mercurial American leader for the alliance's collective defense.

Since his first term, Mr. Trump has been pressing for the allies to spend more on their own defense. On Wednesday, after a one-day meeting in the Netherlands, they agreed to raise their spending on the military to 5 percent of their national income by 2035.

That amount consists of 3.5 percent on traditional military needs like troops, weapons, shells and missiles, up sharply from the current target of 2 percent. It also includes another 1.5 percent on "militarily adjacent" projects like improved roads and bridges, better emergency health care, better cybersecurity and civic resilience.

Mr. Trump was pleased.

"This was a tremendous summit, and I enjoyed it very much," he said at a news conference at the end of the meeting. He added that he understood the central role the United States plays in the defense of Europe. "They want to protect their country, and they need the United States and without the United States, it's not going to be the same," he said.

Mr. Trump has long denigrated NATO allies as freeloaders, relying on the United States for protection, and Vice President JD Vance and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth have described Europe as a drain on American security resources. The president has even mused publicly about withdrawing from the alliance.

But the summit's brief communique, unanimously approved on Wednesday, included a restatement of the allies' commitment to collective defense in Article 5 of the NATO pact. The president has often been reluctant to commit publicly to Article Five, though he often does in private.

At his own news conference, Mark Rutte, the NATO secretary general, expressed frustration over continued questions about Mr. Trump's commitment to Article 5. He urged journalists and politicians "to stop worrying," adding: "The United States is totally committed to Article 5. How many times do we want them to say this?"

Clockwise around the table from the left: President Emmanuel Macron of France, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte, Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni of Italy, Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain, President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine, Prime Minister Donald Tusk of Poland, and Chancellor Friedrich Merz of Germany, at The Hague on Wednesday. Pool photo by Ludovic Marin


The summit won praise from Senator Christopher Coons, a Democrat from Delaware who is a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. "This will be remembered as a landmark summit," he said in an interview in The Hague. "The agreement to spend 5 percent is a significant step forward toward a shared commitment to our collective security."

But he cautioned that "this money has to be coordinated and spent well, or it will do little more than run up costs and inflation."

Others were skeptical.

"All the big challenges were left off the agenda," said Torrey Taussig, a former Europe director for the National Security Council under former President Joseph R. Biden Jr. There was "no meaningful deliverable for Ukraine, despite a fourth year of a land war in Europe," she said, and no discussion of future policy toward Russia or the rising challenges of China.

Also, the commitment is to raise spending to 5 percent over a decade, and that is a long time. Some countries may never reach these targets.

Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez of Spain said before the summit that Spain would spend 2.1 percent of its G.D.P. on defense, "no more, no less." Slovakia and Belgium also hinted that the 5 percent pledge was going to be impossible to meet.

But Mr. Rutte worked around Spain with a bit of mushy diplomatic language. The communique said "the allies" -- not "all allies" -- had agreed to the 5 percent figure.

Mr. Rutte presented the agreement as a victory for Mr. Trump, praising him for pushing the Europeans to do what was necessary in their own interests.

"You will achieve something NO American president in decades could get done," Mr. Rutte told Mr. Trump in a private text message that Mr. Trump posted on social media.

Mr. Rutte during his news conference. Omar Havana/Getty Images


Even if countries spend unevenly, the result would be a very large increase in Europe's military spending. The hope is that the money will be spent effectively and on critical areas like air defense and satellite intelligence, where the Americans are currently indispensable. There will be a spending review in 2029.

Mr. Trump has ordered a review of where American troops are now stationed, and where they should be in the future. That is likely to affect what forces NATO wants each ally to have, from troop numbers to equipment.

Despite the promises, many governments, especially in the west of Europe, will have a difficult political task to convince their publics that the threat to their security is real, and that money must be spent for deterrence.

That is "where the rubber hits the road," said Rachel Rizzo, a European defense expert at the Atlantic Council. "Will European leaders expend the political capital to sell this commitment to their publics?"

But speed is also crucial, with some intelligence agencies warning of a Russian threat to Europe within three to five years of the end of the Ukraine war.

The new spending "must translate into hard military capabilities that they bring to the table soon," Ms. Rizzo said.

A Norwegian naval commando hoisted himself onto the deck of a ship during a NATO exercise in March. Davide Monteleone for The New York Times


Some analysts praised Mr. Rutte and the Europeans for keeping Mr. Trump happy, saying it showed excellent political judgment.

"Looking down the barrel of American abandonment, the allies came up with a strategy that buys time and placates Trump," said Kori Schake, director of foreign and defense policy at the American Enterprise Institute. And it is better to have Mr. Rutte "do all the groveling, so leaders who have to stand for elections don't have to do it."

Ukraine was reduced to the sidelines in this summit, though President Volodymyr Zelensky met with Mr. Trump. They were scheduled to meet last week at the Group of 7 summit in Canada but the president skipped their meeting, citing a need to return to Washington to handle the conflict between Israel and Iran.

In his news conference, Mr. Rutte promised "continued support" for Ukraine with money and equipment.

The communique did not mention the prospect of Ukraine's future membership in the alliance, apparently as another gesture to Mr. Trump, who opposes it. But Mr. Rutte made a point of repeating NATO's longstanding pledge of eventually admitting Ukraine.

"Our aim is to keep Ukraine in the fight today so that it can enjoy a lasting peace in the future," he said. "We stand by Ukraine in its pursuit of peace and will continue to support Ukraine on its irreversible path to NATO membership," echoing last year's communique in Washington.

Liana Fix, a Europe expert at the Council on Foreign Relations, said, "To be brutally honest, they choreographed the summit in a way which, first of all, takes care of the security interests of NATO allies -- and then comes Ukraine."

"In an ideal world, Ukraine and Russia should have been the top priority at the summit," Ms. Fix said. "But in a Donald Trump world, it's understandable why major allies choreographed it the way they did."

Tyler Pager contributed reporting.
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Online and IRL, Trump Offers a Window Into His Psyche

Other countries used to need spies to discern the thinking of American presidents. Now they just need a Truth Social account.

President Trump en route to the NATO Summit in the Netherlands on Tuesday.



By Tyler Pager
Reporting from The Hague


Jun 25, 2025 at 01:26 AM

Over the course of three hours on Tuesday, President Trump scolded Israel and Iran with expletive-laced comments on the South Lawn of the White House. He told reporters he had just chastised the prime minister of Israel, and he shared a screenshot of a private text from the NATO secretary general on social media.

Most presidents deal with international crises in private -- at most, they might release a carefully crafted statement.

That has never been Mr. Trump's style. With this president, the entire world gets a view into his thoughts, gripes and whims in ways that are often reminiscent of a chronically online millennial. His posts come at all hours of the day and night -- many self-congratulatory, some trivial, some angry -- and his in-real-life appearances can sometimes echo his online persona.

All are windows into his psyche, a trove of insight into the intentions, moods and vulnerabilities of the commander in chief.

To Mr. Trump's aides, his long-established proclivity for sharing makes him the "most transparent and accessible president" in American history.

"One of the many reasons the president was re-elected is because of his transparency and tell-it-like-it-is attitude," said Karoline Leavitt, the White House press secretary. "It's refreshing to the American people to have a president who always speaks his mind and lets the country know exactly where he stands."

Whether impulsive, canny or some combination, his openness has benefits, from rallying his base to keeping opponents off balance to simply dominating public attention.

But there are also complications. He can inadvertently set off diplomatic crises, leave aides and allies out of step with his messages and, as was the case with his open musing over the past two weeks about bombing Iran, make his posts and public statements a threat to operational security.

For more than a week, Mr. Trump publicly flirted with bombing Iran, giving the public a rare window into a president wrestling in real time with a major military action.

"Maybe I'll do it, maybe I won't," he said at one point.

In the end, B-2 bombers and U.S. fighter planes flew in and out of Iran without a shot being fired at them. But by the time Mr. Trump ordered the strikes, officials say, the Iranians had already moved equipment from their nuclear sites and the country's stockpile of enriched uranium remains publicly unaccounted for. A preliminary classified report by the U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency concluded that the strikes set back Iran's nuclear program by only a few months.

Mr. Trump's willingness to share his thoughts on any given topic at nearly any time has also made it easier for foreign governments, which invest immense resources to try to understand what the American president thinks and wants. These days, all they really need is a Truth Social account and a cable news subscription.

"With Nixon, you had to wait for the White House tapes to come out to hear what he was really thinking," said Gary J. Bass, a professor of politics at Princeton University and the author of "The Blood Telegram," about Mr. Nixon. "Nixon could be full of rage in private but hold himself back in public. Now with Trump, there's so much that he just says out loud in public or puts out on social media."

And still, what the president says one day may not be his message later in the day. The president's penchant for changing his mind makes it especially challenging for aides who try to stay aligned on his message. After the U.S. strikes on Iran, Vice President JD Vance and Secretary of State Marco Rubio both said in interviews that the United States had no interest in orchestrating a change of government in Iran.

A few hours later, the president weighed in and seemed open to the prospect.

"It's not politically correct to use the term, 'Regime Change,' but if the current Iranian Regime is unable to MAKE IRAN GREAT AGAIN, why wouldn't there be a Regime change???" he wrote on Truth Social.

Mr. Trump does not look fondly on aides who publicly disagree with him -- even if unintentionally. And so for many of them, it is just easier to not speak publicly at all about the president's policies or worldview.

This is far from a new phenomenon for Mr. Trump. During his first term, the president posted obsessively on Twitter, now called X, announcing policy decisions, firing aides and attacking opponents. He radically reshaped the way presidents communicate with the world, forcing anyone with a stake in American policy to set push notifications for whenever the president posts.

On Tuesday, those first alerts came early in the morning because the president woke up with a lot to say. He issued his first social media post before 6 a.m., which was an urgent warning to Israel: "DO NOT DROP THOSE BOMBS. IF YOU DO IT IS A MAJOR VIOLATION."

He then walked out of the White House and unloaded to reporters on both Israel and Iran as it appeared that his fragile cease-fire might fall apart.

Even after speaking with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel and assuring the world -- via his social media platform -- that the truce was intact, Mr. Trump was not done talking. So he went to the press cabin at the back of Air Force One as he flew to Europe for a NATO summit and took more questions from reporters.

Mr. Trump then proceeded to post more than two dozen times on social media over the course of his six-hour-and-twenty-minute flight to the Netherlands. He shared a screenshot of the fawning message he received from Mark Rutte, the secretary general of NATO. He reposted multiple messages from people saying he deserved the Nobel Peace Prize, an award he has long sought, and he slammed Democrats with derisive nicknames.

After landing, he had dinner with his fellow leaders of the NATO alliance. They, too, just wait for the latest social media post to figure out what he might do next.
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global health


Kennedy Withdraws U.S. Funding Pledge to International Vaccine Agency

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. claimed that the agency, Gavi, had "ignored the science" in immunizing children around the world.

Video: R.F.K. Jr. Says U.S. Will Stop Funding Global Vaccine Agency

Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the health and human services secretary, said the United States would not deliver on a $1.2 billion pledge made by the Biden administration until the organization changed its processes.


By Stephanie Nolen



Jun 25, 2025 at 03:05 PM

The U.S. health secretary, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who has moved to undermine public immunization programs in the United States, took his efforts global on Wednesday, accusing the leading international vaccine organization of having "ignored the science" in immunizing children around the world.

In confrontational remarks sent by video to global leaders who had gathered to support the organization, Gavi, Mr. Kennedy said the United States would withdraw its financial support for the group's work purchasing vaccines for children in poor countries.

"When vaccine safety issues have come before Gavi, Gavi has treated them not as a patient health problem, but as a public relations problem," Mr. Kennedy said in the address. He offered no evidence for the allegation.

His speech was the first indication that the Trump administration's decision to end funding for Gavi may be motivated by mistrust of vaccines, in addition to a desire to reduce foreign aid.

In the video, which was played in the last minutes of the summit, Mr. Kennedy accused Gavi's leaders of being selective in their use of science to support vaccine choices, and said that the United States would not deliver on a $1.2 billion pledge made by the Biden administration until the organization changed its processes.

"In its zeal to promote universal vaccination, it has neglected the key issue of vaccine safety," he said. "I'll tell you how to start taking vaccine safety seriously: Consider the best science available, even when the science contradicts established paradigms. Until that happens, the United States won't contribute more to Gavi."

In a statement, Gavi's leaders rejected the suggestion that its vaccine purchases were driven by anything other than the best available evidence.

"Any decision made by Gavi with regards to its vaccine portfolio is made in alignment with recommendations by the World Health Organization's Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization (SAGE), a group of independent experts that reviews all available data through a rigorous, transparent and independent process," Gavi's statement said. "This ensures Gavi investments are grounded in the best available science and public health priorities."

Dr. Atul Gawande, a surgeon who led global health work in the Biden administration, called Mr. Kennedy's remarks "stunning and calamitous."

"This establishes an official U.S. position against childhood vaccination and its support," he said. "In the face of demonstration that vaccines are the single most lifesaving technology for children, over half a century, he is asserting a position that the U.S. will not support vaccination. This is utterly disastrous for children around the world and for public health."

Dr. Gawande, who regularly reviewed Gavi's safety practices when he held a seat on the organization's board, added that the decision to end the U.S. funding "indicates the level of reach of R.F.K. Jr." U.S. membership in Gavi is handled by the State Department, not the health department.

Mr. Kennedy is a longtime vaccine skeptic who has upended policies on vaccination in the United States since taking over the top health job for the Trump administration. His comments to the meeting in Brussels came on the same day that a key vaccine advisory panel for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention met in the United States. Mr. Kennedy fired all 17 of the previous members of the panel and replaced them with members he selected; at their first meeting, on Wednesday, many expressed skepticism about longstanding vaccine recommendations, particularly those pertaining to children.

Nevertheless, Mr. Kennedy's address to Gavi came as a surprise; the organizers of the summit learned of it just two days in advance and scrambled to figure out where to put it on their program, which was otherwise full of technical panels on how to increase vaccination rates and a pep-rally-style pledging event at which countries announce their commitment to support Gavi's mission.The organization's  work is estimated to have saved the lives of 17 million children around the world over the past two decades.

"A major concern that I share with the president is how the World Health Organization and Gavi partnered together during the Covid-19 pandemic to recommend best practices for social media companies to silence dissenting views, to stifle free speech and legitimate questions during that period," Mr. Kennedy said. "In addition, Gavi has continued to make questionable recommendations, encouraging pregnant women to receive Covid-19 vaccines."

The W.H.O. recommends that pregnant women be vaccinated against Covid, on the basis of extensive evidence that it reduces rates of severe disease and preterm birth.

Mr. Kennedy also said "there is much that I admire about Gavi," citing the organization's "commitment to making medicine affordable to all the world's people."

The summit is held by Gavi every five years to replenish its finances. Gavi had hoped to raise $9 billion for the 2026-30 period, funds the organization said would allow it to purchase 500 million childhood vaccinations and to save at least eight million lives by 2030. In addition to essential vaccines such as those against measles and polio, Gavi has in recent years helped countries introduce new vaccines into their immunization programs, including one to protect small children against malaria.

A parade of health and political leaders mounted the stage in Brussels to announce their support for the organization and, in some cases, to implicitly rebuke Mr. Kennedy's remarks, which were circulated before the video was played.

Bill Gates, a co-host of the summit, announced that the Gates Foundation would contribute about $350 million in each of the next four years, which is in line with its previous support for Gavi.

"We're constantly improving vaccines, we're constantly looking at the safety, and I'm very proud of the work that's done to make sure that these vaccines are incredibly safe," Mr. Gates said.

British Secretary of State David Lammy committed $1.7 billion to Gavi over the next four years, more than anticipated, which will make Britain the largest donor, now that the United States is gone.

"Where others are stepping back, we, in the United Kingdom, are stepping up," he said.

Countries including Australia, Italy, Canada, Greece and Croatia all increased their pledges. India and Indonesia, both former recipients of Gavi support, also announced that they would donate. However all of the pledges combined still leave the organization significantly short of the $9 billion in new funds it had sought for the next four years, in the absence of a U.S. contribution.

John Mahama, the president of Ghana, told the summit about his younger brother, who was disabled by polio, when "access to vaccines was close to zero in our part of Africa." Today vaccination coverage in Ghana is at 97 percent, and the country will buy all of its own vaccines by 2030, he said.

Mr. Mahama also made a veiled reference to the funding choices of the Trump administration. "One B-2 Spirit bomber that dropped bombs on Iran recently cost $2.13 billion," he said. "If you work the math, what Gavi is seeking is the value of four of those B-2 bombers. Surely the world can afford the value of four B-2 bombers to save 500 million children."

Much of Mr. Kennedy's brief address was focused on the vaccine that Gavi uses against diphtheria. Gavi procures an immunization against diphtheria -- a highly contagious bacterial infection that kills between five and 10 percent of people who are infected, mostly children under age 5 -- which is combined with one against neonatal tetanus, a major killer of newborns, and pertussis, also known as whooping cough, which is fatal in one in 200 cases among infants.

Mr. Kennedy cited one study, published in 2017, that he said found that children who received the vaccine used by Gavi were 10 times more likely to die from all causes in the first six months of life than children who were unvaccinated. But multiple groups of other experts reviewed those findings and concluded they were not accurate.

In a statement, Gavi's directors said that Mr. Kennedy was correct that the vaccine he criticized is not used in high-income countries, but they said that was because children in nations with weak health systems need a vaccine that provides the broadest possible protection.

"The disease burden for diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis in lower-income countries is much higher than in high-income countries, and health systems are far less equipped to offer frequent booster doses," the statement said.

The decision to end U.S. support for Gavi -- which was included in the rescission package passed by the House and now being considered by the Senate -- leaves the organization with an immense hole in its budget.

Sheryl Gay Stolberg contributed reporting from Washington.
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 With Bezos Wedding, Venice Braces for Love in the Time of Tech Billionaires

The celebration of Jeff Bezos and Lauren Sanchez has divided a city that centuries ago set the standard for opulence.

The Grand Canal in Venice. While city officials welcomed the money and the prestige the Bezos event brought, many locals felt it epitomized the city's overtourism. Stefano Rellandini/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Emma Bubola
Reporting from Venice


Jun 25, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Private jets soared above Venice's archipelago, and towering superyachts slipped through its lagoon. Caterers baked buttery Venetian delicacies while protesters schemed. Bomb-sniffing dogs prowled the verdant island of San Giorgio Maggiore, in front of the Doge's Palace.

Venice, the city built by merchants and tradesmen, girded itself this week for the nuptials of the doge of commerce of the digital age.

Jeff Bezos, the billionaire tech entrepreneur, newspaper owner turned jacked tabloid fixture and A-list mingler, was set to celebrate his wedding to the energetic broadcaster Lauren Sanchez in a city that centuries ago set the standard for sumptuous, flashy ostentation.

From Thursday and for three days, the frescoed ancient homes of bankers and tradesmen that made Venice rich, now emptied of their residents and brimming with scented orchids, were ready to be turned over to influencers, rappers, pop stars and Ivanka Trump -- all among the expected guests.

Video: Bezos Wedding Divides Venice as Festivities Kick Off

Celebrations began for Jeff Bezos and his bride, Lauren Sanchez, as around 200 A-list guests descended on the city, drawing excitement and resentment.

San Giorgio, where emperors once met with popes, would host the patron of Amazon.com.

City officials and business owners were proud, happy about the money and the prestige the event brings, and they welcomed the wedding, which was expected to stretch across several of the city's islands, as a confirmation of Venice's status as a world wonder.

But for many of the people who have made the uncommon choice to stay in an impractical city rendered almost unlivable by tourism in the easyJet age, the event was a climax of the city's betrayal, an American-size display of its contradictions. It was the capitulation of Venice's identity, they said, reduced to a glittery backdrop for the family photos of the world's new oligarchy.

Venice's left-leaning grass-roots groups, small but popular among its dwindling but determined residents, threatened to obstruct the wedding.

The protesters, who have adopted the slogan "No space for Bezos," appear to have already met some of their goals. The party planned at the Scuola Grande della Misericordia, which the protesters intended to block, was moved to another location. The booking for Mr. Bezos' superyacht to dock in Venice was canceled. 

On Monday, the British anti-billionaire group Everyone Hates Elon, together with Greenpeace Italy, laid out a giant protest banner on the stones of St. Mark's Square. "If you can rent Venice for your wedding, you can pay more tax," it said, above an image of the laughing billionaire.

An anti-Bezos banner in St. Mark's Square on Monday. Yara Nardi/Reuters


Venice's authorities were furious about the protests, which they called "reputational damage" to the city.

"He could have just got married in Beverly Hills," said the Rev. Stefano Visintin, of the Abbey of San Giorgio, the Palladian church near where Mr. Bezos is expected to host one of his parties.

But could he?

In many ways, Venice was a no-brainer wedding destination for the Bezos-Sanchez pair, who since their relationship became public six years ago have engaged in a global parade of affection and high-gloss good life.

The couple's much photographed love fest, during which Mr. Bezos swapped khakis and dress shirts for a bare chest and trunks, has included a massive diamond engagement ring, a girls' trip to space for Ms. Sanchez, a star-studded engagement party and most recently a foam party on Mr. Bezos' $500 million yacht.

Lauren Sanchez and Jeff Bezos at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party in Beverly Hills, Calif., in March. Michael Tran/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Venice, a city largely built as an unapologetic declaration of wealth and power, with gilded palaces in polychrome marbles, frescoes and canvases by Renaissance masters, designed to impress and entertain on a grand scale, seemed like a perfect fit.

Lately, the couple have more often been photographed with friends from Hollywood than from Silicon Valley. It was little surprise that they did not choose somewhere like the Breakers hotel in Palm Beach, Fla., (where Mr. Bezos last got married in 1993) or a ski chalet in Utah, opting instead for the city where George and Amal Clooney 10 years ago tied the knot and glided around the lagoon aboard a water taxi named Amore.

Preparations for Mr. Bezos' wedding have been surrounded by more secrecy than even some American war plans. Caterers and others said that they were made to sign nondisclosure agreements. But speaking on condition of anonymity, insiders shared some details.

One said that about 30 old-fashioned water taxis had been booked for the guests. Another that about 90 private jets were expected to arrive at the Venice airport in the upcoming days. Another that seven yachts linked to the nuptials had booked docking spots.

Gondolas crowded one of Venice's canal on Tuesday. Stefano Rellandini/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Over the past week, construction workers built a wide white cover above Teatro Verde, an open-air amphitheater on the San Giorgio island. On Monday, handlers were unloading pallets, tables and chairs by the island's yacht club, near the Labyrinth of Borges, a tree maze inspired by the Argentine writer Jorge Luis Borges.

The Gritti Palace, with its warm boiserie, portraits of doges and antique leather-bound volumes, was going to be reserved for the wedding guests. And so was the Papadopoli Palace, a baroque mansion on the Grand Canal decorated with gilded stuccoes and immense Murano chandeliers that now hosts an Aman hotel.

Although the menu for the parties was being closely guarded, workers with the luxury Italian catering company Federico Salza, which also fed the Clooneys' wedding guests, roamed around the island of San Giorgio on Monday. Laguna B, a glassmaker with the trilogy "The Psychopathologies of Cognitive Capitalism" displayed in its Venetian store, provided Murano glassware for the guests.

Antonio Rosa Salva, the sixth-generation owner of a Venetian patisserie that used to serve the local nobles, said he felt "under pressure" as they turned to baking for Mr. Bezos' guests.

A pastry chef in the kitchen of the Rosa Salva bakery in Venice. The patisserie was chosen to bake goods for the event. Luca Bruno/Associated Press


With money trickling down to Venice's workers, and Mr. Bezos making donations to local research and conservation organizations, city officials said, What is the locals' problem with the wedding?

"If I had a restaurant I should be happy to have Bezos at a table," said Simone Venturini, a  city official. "Not have waiters standing in front of the door to stop him from entering."

Many residents here insist that Venice is not a restaurant, and that they are not waiters.

"It's this conception of Venice that pushed all of its residents out," said Tommaso Cacciari, one of the leaders of the anti-Bezos protest. "To consider it not as a city but as a theme park."

A visionary entrepreneur who has pushed the boundaries of innovation and disruptive technological change, Mr. Bezos was not coming to Venice, a city once built on innovation and ingenuity, to open a research center or an industrial hub, but to host a party.

For many Venetians, the tech mogul's wedding was the ultimate paradox.

Mr. Bezos has helped accelerate the way we live, and the speed and the constant change he has effectively promoted stood in stark contrast with the fragility of Venice, a place seemingly frozen in time. His spaceship endeavors make the city's boats look like folkloric relics.

Some residents lamented that Amazon parcels delivered by boat have helped shutter local stores, while the gig economy's promise of instant gratification has further rendered Venice unviable for many. 

"This city is incompatible with that kind of model," said Marta Sottoriva, 34, a teacher in Venice.

What is more, some here point out, Mr. Bezos is no George Clooney.

A protest against the Bezos event earlier this month. Poster campaigns, stickers and signs have spread throughout the city. Andrea Pattaro/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Mr. Bezos' level of wealth and the couple's Mar-a-Lago aesthetic defy the social-democratic ethic, and the taste, of many Europeans. But more than anything, Mr. Bezos' cozying up to President Trump gave the wedding a political glare that set him apart from some Hollywood stars.

"We can't say it's a private wedding" said Father Visintin. "These are political figures."

For local officials, the protests themselves were the real contradiction, in a cosmopolitan city that had always welcomed all kinds of people.

Luca Zaia, the president of the Veneto region, which includes Venice, said that the city had long embraced even those some considered "uncomfortable," such as the scientist Galileo Galilei, whom the church persecuted.

"Venice is everyone's," Mr. Zaia said as he snacked on crackers in his damasked office overlooking the Grand Canal. "Even Jeff Bezos'."
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Inside the Global Deal-Making Behind Trump's Mass Deportations

The administration is pushing nations around the world, including ones at war, to take people expelled by the U.S. government who are not citizens of those countries.

Immigrants looking out the windows of a plane after arriving in Costa Rica on a deportation flight from the United States in February. Costa Rica took 200 deportees in February, including citizens of China, India and Nepal, as well as a Yemeni family of three, according to a State Department cable.



By Edward Wong, Zolan Kanno-Youngs, Hamed Aleaziz and Minho Kim
Reporting from Washington


Jun 25, 2025 at 10:00 AM

U.S. diplomats in several overseas missions received an urgent cable from Washington this spring. They were told to ask nine countries in Africa and Central Asia to take in people expelled from the United States who were not citizens of those nations, including criminals.

It was a glimpse into President Trump's wide campaign to get countries to accept America's deportees. American diplomats are reaching out to countries in every corner of the globe, even some shattered by war or known for human rights abuses.

U.S. officials have approached Angola, Mongolia and embattled Ukraine. Kosovo has agreed to accept up to 50 people. Costa Rica is holding dozens.

The U.S. government paid Rwanda $100,000 to take an Iraqi man and is discussing sending more deportees there. Peru has said no so far, despite having been pressed repeatedly.

"The United States is eager to partner with countries willing to accept" people, the cable, dated March 12, said. It listed Tunisia, Togo and Turkmenistan among the possible destinations.

And the administration recently planned to fly citizens of mainly Asian and Latin American countries to war-torn Libya and South Sudan, until a U.S. district court blocked those expulsions. Libya was one of the nine countries mentioned in the cable, which has not been reported previously.

The Supreme Court ruled on Monday that the Trump administration has the right to expel people to countries other than their own, possibly paving the way for the deportation flight to South Sudan and similar moves across the globe.

"Fire up the deportation planes," Tricia McLaughlin, a Homeland Security Department spokeswoman, wrote on social media.

For years, both Republican and Democratic administrations have asked countries to take back some of their own citizens. Mr. Trump is doing the same, but is also trying to set up a network of nations that accept people from anywhere in the world and put them in prisons, camps or other facilities. In some cases, the foreign governments could allow the people to apply for asylum or try to send them back to their countries of origin.

The Trump administration has spoken to at least 29 nations in Europe, Latin America, Africa and Asia, according to a review by The New York Times of U.S. government documents, including previously undisclosed diplomatic cables, and interviews with officials.

 Beyond that, the State Department has asked diplomats overseas to approach at least another 29 countries, most of them in Africa, for a total of at least 58. Seven have agreed to the administration's request, and the other conversations are ongoing.

Many of the 58 nations are subject to a new full or partial travel ban to the United States by the Trump administration or are being considered for the ban. A State Department cable dated June 14 instructed diplomats to tell the countries being considered, most of which are in Africa, that they might be able to stay off the list if they agreed to take deportees who are not their citizens.

The 36 nations being considered could also be asked to serve as a "safe third country" accepting migrants who applied for asylum in the United States.


The global deal-making efforts show the extreme measures Mr. Trump is willing to take to fulfill his aspirations for mass deportations, even if it means flying immigrants into danger or uncertainty.

Some countries are asking for payments or favors in return. Others have told diplomats they are uncomfortable accepting immigrants who have no connection to their countries, or fear that there would be a domestic backlash if they agreed to take some.

In some cases, the Trump administration has been willing to pay. The U.S. government gave El Salvador about $5 million after the country put more than 200 Venezuelan immigrants the administration accused of being gang members into a maximum-security prison.

In recent years, Venezuela, like some other countries, refused to accept regular deportation flights from the United States, and so the new Trump administration looked for nations willing to take expelled Venezuelans. After pressure from the administration, the Venezuelan government agreed in March to receive flights but has accepted only a trickle.

'The Farther Away From America the Better'

The U.S. government paid the Salvadoran government, led by President Nayib Bukele, left, about $5 million to take Venezuelan deportees.  Eric Lee/The New York Times


Mr. Trump and his aides have cast the campaign as an effort to remove criminals or anti-American actors and stem an "invasion." But they have not presented evidence of criminal wrongdoing by the vast majority of people detained for deportation.

At a cabinet meeting, Secretary of State Marco Rubio spoke with passion about the process: "We are working with other countries to say, 'We want to send you some of the most despicable human beings to your countries, and will you do that as a favor to us?' And the farther away from America the better, so they can't come back across the border."

The State Department said in a statement that "several" countries had agreed to accept people who are not their citizens, adding that it does not discuss details of diplomatic talks.

Most of the foreign governments mentioned in cables detailing exchanges did not return emails seeking comment when contacted by the Times. However, a handful issued statements: Kosovo confirmed its agreement, while Angola said it would not take anyone.

Critics of the deportations and lawyers say court hearings are needed to determine whether the law allows for the expulsion of each individual. And they argue the administration is ignoring the potential for human rights abuses in some of the countries willing to play host.

That appears to be the point. Administration officials say they are trying to send a message to those in the United States illegally that the immigrants could end up in brutal conditions in a faraway land if they don't leave voluntarily.

Some aspects of the diplomacy have been reported. But recent interviews and official documents dated between January and June obtained by The Times reveal new details and the vast scope of the efforts.

Other administrations have deported migrants to far-flung nations, but only rarely. By contrast, the Trump administration has adopted a broad policy of trying to expel people to countries that are not their homeland, a move former diplomats describe as unprecedented.

"They're succeeding in terrorizing people," said Eric Rubin, a retired career diplomat who was U.S. ambassador to Bulgaria in the Obama administration and the first Trump presidency. "Most of the people we're talking about have not committed any crime."

Family members of the deportees, including those who have been convicted of crimes and served prison sentences, say such expulsions are unjust.

"They shipped him off in the middle of the night and tried to disappear him into a third country that's in the middle of a freaking civil war," said Ngoc Phan, the wife of Tuan Thanh Phan, a Vietnam-born resident of Washington State who was on the deportation plane destined for South Sudan. The flight was routed to a U.S. military base in Djibouti as a court case over the deportation of Mr. Phan and seven other men plays out.

South Sudan is so dangerous that the U.S. embassy there has ordered family members of diplomats and some employees to leave the country and is asking for a Marine unit deployed there to stay longer, a cable said.

Detained in Latin America

A migrant deported by the U.S. government at a shelter in Panama City in March. Panama took about 300 deportees from Africa, Central Asia and elsewhere. Nathalia Angarita for The New York Times


After Mr. Trump took office on Jan. 20, he and Mr. Rubio immediately focused on carrying out mass deportations.

The effort has widened with each passing month.

U.S. diplomats in Washington and in embassies and consulates around the world have been telling their foreign counterparts that governments willing to accept expelled "third-country nationals" will win favor with the Trump administration, according to U.S. officials with knowledge of the talks. They spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy.

The diplomats have had some success, notably with countries in Latin America.

In one of the most striking examples, Panama took about 300 deportees from Africa, Central Asia and elsewhere in February. They were first held in a hotel. Those who refused to board deportation flights to their home countries were then taken to a jungle camp. They were released after lawyers sued Panama's government.

That same month, Costa Rica took 200 deportees, including citizens of China, India and Nepal, as well as a Yemeni family of three, according to State Department cables. By this week, 107 had returned to their countries of origin. 

 For deportees facing threats at home, Costa Rican diplomats have sought support from the United States to integrate the citizens into their society, arguing this would increase the country's willingness to accept future deportees, one cable said.

A Costa Rican detention center. The country accepted U.S. deportees from some Asian countries, including China, in February. Patricio Bianchi/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In early April, the Trump administration deported a group of Mexican immigrants to Guatemala. But officials there said they were not expecting the arrivals and quickly arranged to have the group sent to Mexico.

U.S. officials maintained that both countries were aware of the flight and that the deportation was a form of deterrence.

"If you enter unlawfully, you will be removed -- and in a way that makes it far more difficult to try again," Ms. McLaughlin said.

Guatemala's foreign minister, Carlos Ramiro Martinez, told The Times this month that his country would accept deportees who are citizens of other Central American nations but would move quickly to send them home overland.

Next door, Honduras is allowing the United States to send Venezuelan immigrants to a military base there to put them on separate flights to Venezuela.

Peruvian officials told U.S. diplomats in a meeting on Jan. 28 that taking noncitizens was a "sensitive" issue for their government, a State Department cable that month said. They noted that nearly two million Venezuelans are already in Peru and that many Peruvians blame rising crime on migrants.

Peru's foreign minister, Elmer Schialer, reiterated this message on June 16 in a meeting in which a U.S. diplomat again asked Peru to take noncitizens, according to a new cable. But Mr. Schialer said his country would consider the option since it was important for "friends to help friends."

Flights to Asia, Africa and Europe

The U.S. government paid Rwanda $100,000 to take an Iraqi man and is discussing sending more deportees there. Jim Watson/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The Trump administration has turned to farther-flung nations to take in immigrants.

U.S. diplomats even approached Ukraine, which has been fighting off a full-scale Russian invasion since 2022. A Ukrainian official told an American counterpart that the government would consider Washington's request, a cable said.

Ukrainian leaders are trying to work with Mr. Trump to negotiate a deal to end the war.

Moldova, which borders Ukraine, is "willing to conditionally accept" 100 deportees from other nations, according to a memo by the Department of Homeland Security in late March.

U.S. diplomats have approached repressive Cambodia, in Southeast Asia, and they also consider Uzbekistan, in Central Asia, a potential candidate. In May, Uzbekistan chartered a flight from New York to its capital, Tashkent, that transported 92 Uzbeks as well as 19 people originally from Kazakhstan and 20 from the Kyrgyz Republic, a State Department cable said.

Uzbekistan told the United States, however, that it did not want to become a regional hub for non-Uzbek deportees, the cable said.

Likewise, a Georgian diplomat did not offer a "substantive response" on a proposal to accept noncitizens but expressed "continued openness to cooperation," another cable said.

And in March, American diplomats began pressing officials in Kosovo. They held six meetings over three months, then set a deadline of May 8 for an answer.

Kosovar officials said on May 12 that they would take up to 50 people but told the Americans they had "not come easily" to the decision, given government difficulties and the "potential political fallout," a U.S. cable said. The officials said they preferred women and children.

And they suggested Kosovo, which declared independence from Serbia in 2008, needed something in return. The officials said they wanted the United States to continue to lobby other nations to recognize Kosovo as a sovereign state, according to a diplomatic note obtained by The Times.

Similar conversations have taken place across Africa as well.

In late March, a U.S. diplomat met with government officials in the tiny kingdom of Eswatini, formerly known as Swaziland, to push it to take expelled citizens of other nations, the D.H.S. memo said.

But since last October, the country has been dealing with an influx of 1,100 refugees and asylum seekers from Mozambique, a State Department cable said. That raises questions about whether Eswatini has the resources to take people from the United States. And a recent State Department human rights report lists many abuses in the country, including extrajudicial killings and torture.

The day after the March meeting in Eswatini, officials from the Homeland Security and State Departments reported they were nearing a deal with Angola, according to the Homeland Security memo.

The State Department cable dated March 12 lists Angola as one of nine target nations across Africa and Asia. The others were Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, Rwanda, Togo, Mauritania, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. The cable said these were potential "safe" nations where people could apply for asylum, even though Libya is wracked by civil conflict and authoritarian Turkmenistan has an abysmal human rights record, according to State Department reports.

Rwanda appears eager. After the Trump administration paid the country $100,000 in April to accept an Iraqi citizen, the Rwandan government agreed to take 10 more deportees, a U.S. cable said. The episode with the Iraqi man "proved the concept for a new removal program," the cable said. But the Trump administration is trying to negotiate a better deal, according to a U.S. official familiar with the matter.

By contrast, a cable this month said Burkina Faso cannot take noncitizens. U.S. diplomats have also asked both Ethiopia and Sao Tome and Principe, a tiny African island nation, to take noncitizens, two other cables said.

Mark Hetfield, president of HIAS, a refugee resettlement agency, said the hundreds of expulsions so far from the United States were "another nail in the coffin of America's role as a defender of human rights."

"Imagine getting deported to a country where you have no family ties, where you don't know the language or the culture, to which you have never even been, and with an atrocious human rights record," Mr. Hetfield said. "Imagine that this happens when you may not be able to access a lawyer to represent you prior to being deported to such a place. This is what the Trump administration is pursuing."


Jody Garcia contributed reporting from Guatemala City, and Annie Correal from Mexico City.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/25/us/politics/trump-immigrants-deportations.html
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Promise of Victory Over H.I.V. Fades as U.S. Withdraws Support

A new drug that gives almost complete protection against the virus was to be administered across Africa this year. Now, much of the funding for that effort is gone.

A nurse in the dispensary of a clinic in Mhlosheni, Eswatini, which once had the world's highest rate of H.I.V. infection. From January to April, nearly 5,000 people with H.I.V. failed to pick up their medication, most likely because their clinics were closed or their outreach workers were fired. Gulshan Khan for The New York Times



By Stephanie Nolen
Stephanie Nolen has covered H.I.V. for 25 years. She reported this story from South Africa and Eswatini.


Jun 25, 2025 at 10:00 AM

This was supposed to be a breakthrough year in the 44-year-long struggle against H.I.V.

Decades of research and investment produced new approaches to vaccines that were going into their first significant clinical trials.

The hunt for a cure was homing in on key mechanisms to block the virus, which can lurk dormant and near-untraceable in the body for years.

Most critically, a breakthrough preventive drug, lenacapavir, a twice-yearly injection that offers total protection from H.I.V., was to be rapidly rolled out across eastern and southern Africa. The main target: young women. About 300,000 of them were newly infected with the virus last year -- half of all new infections worldwide.

Every one of these plans has been derailed by the Trump administration's slashing of foreign assistance.

There is more potential than ever before to end the H.I.V. epidemic, scientists and public health experts say. But now, H.I.V. programs across Africa are scrambling to procure drugs that the United States once supplied, replace lost nurses and lab technicians, and restart shuttered programs to prevent new infections.

"We imagined we would be in a different world right now," said Dr. Leila Mansoor, a senior research scientist at the Centre for the AIDS Program of Research in Durban, South Africa. She had planned to spend 2025 analyzing data from one H.I.V. prevention trial, preparing for another and tracking how lenacapavir was transforming the epidemic -- alongside colleagues testing new vaccines and cure strategies.

"And instead we're moving backwards at warp speed," she said.

Already, there are fears that H.I.V. infection rates are rising in the hardest-hit countries, but there is no clear way to measure the damage because data collection was mostly reliant on the terminated U.S. funding. Stocks of prevention drugs once supplied by the U.S. are running out across Africa.

In South Africa, which has led much of the H.I.V. work in close partnership with the United States, clinical trials of vaccines that had participants ready for their first shot have been canceled, the immunizations left in the back of lab refrigerators. Scientists leading cure studies have laid off their staffs and turned out the lights in their departments.

The Trump administration says that too much foreign aid is wasted by corrupt governments and bloated programs. The president and his allies have repeatedly said that the United States has shouldered an unfair share of responsibility for global health support and that other countries must do more.  

Dr. Leila Mansoor, a senior research scientist at the Center for the Aids Program of Research. "We imagined we would be in a different world right now," she said. Ihsaan Haffejee for The New York Times

Dr. Nkosiphile Ndlovu, at Wits RHI in Johannesburg, worked on the clinical trial that proved lenacapavir's effectiveness, then moved into H.I.V. cure research. "I could see we were making a difference," she said. "We would not want it to go to waste." Gulshan Khan for The New York Times


The United States has historically contributed about three-quarters of the global spending on H.I.V., about $6 billion annually in recent years. This is a legacy of a commitment made by President George W. Bush more than two decades ago. Mr. Bush made ending the AIDS pandemic a U.S. priority, saying this was a wealthy nation's humanitarian obligation, and that it would also benefit American health and security, to bring the deadly virus in check.

Now, even as the Trump administration has dismantled numerous H.I.V. research and prevention programs, Secretary of State Marco Rubio has insisted  that the United States will preserve its support for treatment programs.

Among the prevention programs cut is U.S. support for an ambitious plan to distribute lenacapavir, which the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved this week. Rapid rollout of the new injection is seen by many public health experts as the best opportunity the world has yet had to stop the spread of H.I.V. in the United States and abroad. 

Historically, it has taken years for H.I.V. treatments and prevention methods to reach Africa, where three-quarters of people with the virus live, even when those drugs and interventions were first tested on Africans.

Lenacapavir was supposed to be the product that showed that the world was finally doing things differently, said Dr. Linda-Gail Bekker, director of the Desmond Tutu H.I.V. Centre at the University of Cape Town, who was a principal investigator in the trial that proved the drug's extraordinary effectiveness.

The company that makes the drug, Gilead Sciences, applied for regulatory approval in African countries where it was tested at the same time as in the United States. The company also issued a voluntary license to makers of generics, including companies in India and Egypt, so that an affordable product would be available in a few years.

Files and office equipment left behind at the Mbabane office of the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation after it abruptly lost its funding in February. Gulshan Khan for The New York Times


To bridge the gap until that time, Gilead committed to producing enough of the drug to protect two million people over three years, to be sold at "a no-profit price."

However, about half of those doses from Gilead were supposed to be purchased by the President's Emergency Fund for AIDS Relief, known as PEPFAR. But the Trump administration has decided that PEPFAR should no longer support H.I.V. prevention for anyone except pregnant and breastfeeding women, and will most likely fund only a sliver of the planned Gilead purchase.

The other half of the doses were meant to be bought by the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, a multilateral donor agency to which the United States has historically been the largest funder. But the Trump administration is also cutting deeply into its support to the Global Fund.

The third potential buyer for lenacapavir is the countries themselves. But many are already straining health budgets to patch gaping holes created by the reduced PEPFAR support and loss of other U.S. assistance.

"The promise of lenacapavir for prevention was -- everybody thought this is the last stage to bring the H.I.V. epidemic down to its knees, and there was such enthusiasm for what we would see," said Dr. Ntobeko Ntusi, the chief executive of the South African Medical Research Council. "That's now all up in the air."

Executives at Gilead Sciences say the company is producing the bridge doses now, and publicly say they are confident that the planned two million people will receive the drug.

"Gilead has not stopped or slowed down in our ambition to make sure we get lenacapavir to as many people as possible," said Janet Dorling, senior vice president for global patient solutions at Gilead. "The changing landscape means we might have to do that differently. I would not tell you that everything is as we expected. But everyone's working very hard to find a way to make this happen."

Privately, however, the company is somewhere between anxious and panicked about who will pay for the product, according to people who have been part of negotiations.

A dose of lenacapavir at a clinic run by the Desmond Tutu Foundation in Cape Town. Samantha Reinders for The New York Times


Gilead would not disclose what price it would charge for these initial doses for Africa, but H.I.V. program managers in several countries said they had been told the target price was about $100 per patient per year.

That is roughly double what African countries pay for daily H.I.V. prevention pills, but ultimately cost-effective for public health services because it offers much greater protection, said Hasina Subedar, who oversees the design of H.I.V. prevention programs for South Africa's health ministry. Women who tested the injection said it worked better for them than pills because they didn't have to remember to do something every day, and they didn't have to worry about stigma associated with H.I.V.-related tablets that a parent or partner might see.

There is widespread hope in African countries that the Gates Foundation may step in to cover the lost U.S. government funding for the purchase -- Bill Gates has often expressed enthusiasm about the potential of lenacapavir to accelerate the end of AIDS -- but the foundation is resistant to buying the product from Gilead, the people familiar with the negotiations said, because its executives are reluctant to make a large payment to a major pharmaceutical company.

"We've been working on how quickly we can get the generic version activated," said Trevor Mundel, president of global health at the Gates Foundation. The foundation will guarantee large-volume purchases to encourage the generics makers to ramp up production, he said, in the hope that the low-cost version of lenacapavir is available by early 2027.

But prevention experts are concerned that generic drug makers will be reluctant to scale up production of lenacapavir if demand hasn't already been proven -- potentially keeping supply limited for years. Mitchell Warren, executive director of the H.I.V. prevention organization AVAC, said a potential buyer like the foundation was best placed to negotiate the price down further in this complicated moment for Gilead. (The foundation is a major backer of the Global Fund and would contribute to a lenacapavir purchase in that way.)

Peter Sands, executive director of the Global Fund, has been lobbying politicians in Washington to support lenacapavir, hoping that some part of the U.S. funding pledge for the rollout might be restored.

"If you want countries to take on the responsibility for their H.I.V. responses, in terms of both leadership and funding, it's a very different thing to take on a problem that is still growing than a problem where you have made a significant dent in the numbers of new infections," he said. "And lenacapavir gives us that opportunity to dramatically reduce new infections."

Dr. Linda-Gail Bekker, director of the Desmond Tutu H.I.V. Center at the University of Cape Town, who was a principal investigator in the trial that proved lenacapavir's effectiveness. Samantha Reinders for The New York Times

Sindy Matse, program manager of the Eswatini National AIDS Program, in her office in Mbabane. Gulshan Khan for The New York Times


The Children's Investment Fund Foundation, a British charity, has pledged $150 million to the Global Fund to support the rollout of lenacapavir, and the fund is urgently seeking new philanthropic and private sector donors, Mr. Sands said, as well as urging recipient countries to rejigger their budgets where possible to help fast-track the introduction of lenacapavir.

The South African government, which now pays for the daily oral prevention drug, was counting on PEPFAR assistance to introduce the twice-yearly injection of lenacapavir as an additional, most likely more popular option. Ms. Subedar said South Africa hoped to use it fast and widely, interrupting viral transmission and swiftly pushing infection rates down.

She had envisioned getting lenacapavir to 800,000 young women in 2026, blitzing college dorms and minibus stops. Now, she said, South Africans are once again stuck, knowing a revolutionary technology exists but unsure if and when they will have access to it.

In Eswatini, the country which once had the world's highest rate of H.I.V. infection, Sindy Matse, program manager of the Swazi National AIDS Program, said the rates of H.I.V. testing in the country had fallen precipitously since January. And from January to April, nearly 5,000 people who take H.I.V. treatment failed to pick up their medication, most likely because their clinics were closed or their outreach workers were fired, she said.

Ms. Matse worries that infected people aren't starting on treatment and that pregnant women may give birth to infected babies -- but she doesn't know for sure what's happening because much of her program's data was collected and processed by clerks whose salaries were paid by PEPFAR and whom the government has yet to replace.

"We never got time to transition," Ms. Matse said. "Now we are expecting to see new infections, and drug resistance from people whose treatment is interrupted."

South Africa has also seen a sharp drop in the number of people taking pills to prevent infection. In Cape Town, Dr. Bekker fears that South Africa's hospitals will soon start to see a surge of people with tuberculosis -- people whose H.I.V. treatment has been interrupted, or who have not been diagnosed. Clinicians will need a crash course in what AIDS-related infections look like, she said; young doctors will not have seen them because South Africa's H.I.V. program has been so effective over the past 15 years. Soon they will be back.

"The stars were aligning, with these new innovations, to really bring this thing to its knees," she said. "But this money was critical to get there. And now it's gone."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/25/health/hiv-lenacapavir-vaccine-trump-cuts-africa.html
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At Least 8 Killed as Protesters Battle Police in Kenya

Demonstrators joined antigovernment marches across the country a year after huge rallies against a contentious tax plan left more than 60 people dead.

Video: Violence Erupts in Kenya a Year After Deadly Protests

Kenyan police fired live rounds, tear gas and rubber bullets at protesters who were in the streets a year after large-scale antigovernment demonstrations against a contentious tax plan turned deadly.


By Eve Sampson and Abdi Latif Dahir
Reporting from Nairobi, Kenya


Jun 25, 2025 at 12:04 PM

At least eight people were killed and hundreds were injured in Kenya on Wednesday, rights groups said, as thousands faced off with the police amid nationwide protests that laid bare the anger at President William Ruto's government.

The police fired live rounds, rubber bullets and tear gas and sprayed water cannons at protesters who were waving Kenyan flags and blowing whistles in central Nairobi, where banks and businesses were closed amid a heavy security presence. Officers also closed some major roads leading to the city center and blocked routes connecting to Parliament with barbed wire.

Wednesday's marches marked the anniversary of huge demonstrations against a contentious tax plan, which ended last year with more than 60 people dead. In the wake of those protests, dozens of people, including activists, medical workers and social media influencers, were abducted, interrogated and tortured, according to interviews with activists and rights lawyers.

Protesters in downtown Nairobi on Wednesday were among thousands marching nationwide to mark a year since huge demonstrations against a contentious tax plan. Luis Tato/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


This year's protests have already proved dangerous. At least 400 people were injured in Wednesday's protests, 83 of them seriously, an alliance of grass-roots organizations said in a statement late on Wednesday.

At least eight demonstrators received medical care for gunshot injuries, and among the wounded were three police officers, those groups said.

"Many of us are being killed with no reason," said Don Cliff Ochieng, a 24-year-old security guard in Nairobi who said that he was protesting because of the lack of economic opportunities and police brutality. "It is our right to demonstrate," he added.

On Tuesday, Kenya's top police official, Douglas Kanja Kirocho, urged the public in a statement to "refrain from provocative acts directed at police officers in the execution of their duties."

Kenya's government directed all television and radio stations to cease live coverage of the protests, a move widely criticized by media associations and rights groups. At least two private stations said that the authorities had switched off their signals. There was also a restriction on the messaging app Telegram, according to the internet watchdog group NetBlocks.

The protesters "are not feeling heard, and there's a sense that things have not really changed since the protests last year," said Meron Elias, an analyst at the International Crisis Group. Luis Tato/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


On Wednesday, many protesters, some of them holding roses and photographs of those who were killed last year, chanted, "Ruto must go!"

The protesters "are not feeling heard, and there's a sense that things have not really changed since the protests last year," said Meron Elias, an East Africa analyst at the International Crisis Group, a nonprofit group. "They want to remind the government that this is not a problem that will easily go away," she added.

Last year, tens of thousands of Kenyans took to the streets to challenge a proposed finance bill that many feared would increase the cost of living by raising taxes on everyday goods and services. Those demonstrations were largely mobilized by younger Kenyans who used social media platforms to rally against the plans.

Smoke billowed over Nairobi on Wednesday. Critics of President William Ruto of Kenya say he has fallen short of his pledges, pointing to raised taxes, corruption scandals and the heavy-handed suppression of dissent. Monicah Mwangi/Reuters


When members of Parliament approved the bill on June 25 last year, protesters clashed with the police in Nairobi, and some stormed the legislature, briefly setting its entrance on fire and forcing lawmakers to flee.

At the time, Mr. Ruto called the demonstrators "dangerous criminals" and "treasonous," and deployed the military to assist the police in cracking down on the unrest.

The Kenyan police have repeatedly denied targeting protesters during the 2024 unrest. Mr. Ruto has said that all those abducted or disappeared have been returned to their families.

A day after those protests, Mr. Ruto backed off from signing the bill into law, even after he had insisted that the measures were necessary to revitalize the country's beleaguered economy and avoid a debt default.

Protesters pelting a Kenya anti-riot police water canon with stones in downtown Nairobi. Tony Karumba/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Observers say that lingering anger over a continued lack of accountability for the violence last year, along with persistent economic hardship, was fueling this year's demonstrations.

Mr. Ruto, who was elected in 2022 on promises to uplift the poor, faces a growing political crisis. Critics say he has fallen short of his pledges, citing rising taxes, corruption scandals in his government, the opulent lifestyle of his allies and an increasingly heavy-handed suppression of dissent.

Mr. Ruto reiterated his support for the police ahead of the latest protests. On Tuesday, in an address at his official residence in Nairobi to a group that included some of his cabinet ministers, he said: "You cannot intimidate the police. You cannot use force against the police, or insult or threaten the police. You are threatening our nation."

The protests have exposed yet again the deep-seated anger against the Ruto government. Luis Tato/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Last week, a man was shot in the head in Nairobi during a demonstration against police violence. That rally and others had been fueled by news of the death of Albert Ojwang, a blogger who died in police custody after being arrested on a charge of "false publication."

Protesters and local news outlets reported that people in civilian clothing carrying weapons had accompanied the police as they cracked down on those protests last week.

A joint statement released by several Western governments, including the United States, on Tuesday, criticized the use of "plainclothed officers in unmarked vehicles," and expressed concern about the "use of hired 'goons' to infiltrate or disrupt peaceful gatherings."

On Wednesday, many protesters said that they just wanted to peacefully commemorate those who died last year.

"Do you see us with any weapons?" Audrey Bartai, an 18-year-old student, said. "No. We have a right to protest."

Observers say that a continued lack of accountability for the violence last year and persistent economic hardship were fueling this year's demonstrations. Kabir Dhanji/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images
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News Analysis


Trump's Bill Slashes the Safety Net That Many Republican Voters Rely on

As they push for big cuts in Medicaid and food stamps, Republicans are making a big bet that they can avoid political backlash from working-class supporters who increasingly rely on those programs.

The legislation, as approved by the House, would cut hundreds of billions of dollars in food benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and remove nearly 11 million people from the health care rolls. Erin Schaff/The New York Times



By Jason DeParle
Reporting from Washington


Jun 26, 2025 at 08:00 AM

From the start of his second term, President Trump has bet that he can appeal to low-income voters while slashing safety net programs on which many of those voters depend.

The enormous tax-and-spending bill he is trying to push through Congress is a high-stakes test of that proposition, a gamble that Mr. Trump can retain the loyalty of his blue-collar supporters despite moves that could harm their immediate economic self-interest.

As approved by the House, the legislation cuts hundreds of billions of dollars in food benefits and removes nearly 11 million people from the health care rolls, while offering large tax cuts skewed to the rich and adding trillions to the national debt. Senate Republicans are considering a similar measure, with bigger Medicaid cuts and smaller reductions in nutritional aid.

Whether Republicans succeed in passing the bill -- and whether voters punish them for lost assistance -- could affect next year's congressional elections and determine the long-term size and strength of the social welfare system.

Once mostly aimed at the indigent, aid programs were often derided by conservative critics as Democratic handouts for minority groups in urban areas. But some benefits now reach up the income ladder to working-class households, which Republicans increasingly court.

Enrollment has roughly doubled in two decades in Medicaid and food stamps (formally, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP). The Affordable Care Act, signed in 2010 by President Barack Obama, subsidized households up to 400 percent of the poverty line, and pandemic-era subsidies, which expire this year, went higher.

Some corners of the Republican Party are expressing concern that the cuts could prompt a blue-collar backlash. Tony Fabrizio, a pollster for Mr. Trump, warned that voters have "no appetite" for cutting Medicaid.

Senator Josh Hawley, a Missouri Republican, called the proposed Medicaid cuts, which total about $800 billion, "morally wrong and politically suicide." Senator Thom Tillis of North Carolina has warned that voters could punish Republicans.

Senator Josh Hawley, Republican of Missouri. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times

Mr. Hawley and Thom Tillis, Republican of North Carolina, have both expressed concern about the proposed Medicaid cuts in President Trump's enormous tax-and-spending bill. Eric Lee for The New York Times


Democrats are hoping the blowback will help them recapture Congress and check Mr. Trump's power. But political scientists say it is unclear whether the cuts will upset voters, or whether upset voters will blame Republicans, especially in a polarized age when few votes are truly up for grabs.

The programs are run by both federal and state officials, which makes responsibility for cuts hard to track, and Republicans have devised some changes in ways that reduce political risk, like postponing when they will take effect.

Mr. Trump has argued that the bill will stimulate the economy, aiding Americans from all backgrounds, and cited features with working-class appeal, like an end to taxes on tips. (If it fails to pass, taxes will rise significantly next year with the expiration of tax cuts enacted in his first term.) He has gone as far as denying that the House bill cuts Medicaid benefits at all, saying "the only thing we're cutting is waste, fraud and abuse."

"I think it's genuinely unclear whether voters who lose Medicaid or SNAP would blame Republicans," said Hunter Rendleman, a political scientist at the University of California, Berkeley. "Many in the MAGA base have such a strong relationship with President Trump, it may be politically safe to take away their benefits. I'd call the political risk for Republicans medium."

The G.O.P.'s courtship of low-income voters often lives in tension with traditional Republican economic policy. Certainly, some working-class households share the conservative desire for small government and low taxes or the concern that welfare discourages work.

But in courting voters of modest means, the G.O.P. has often emphasized cultural issues instead. Support for gun rights and school prayer, opposition to abortion and affirmative action, and vows to deport undocumented immigrants are among the social issues Mr. Trump has embraced.

Chagrined progressives argue that Republicans use hot-button issues to get voters to oppose their economic interests, including their interest in a strong safety net. Conservatives say cultural issues matter and call it condescending to portray working-class Republicans as dupes.

As safety net programs reach higher up the income ladder, rising costs make a tempting target for Republican budget cutters. But as programs grow, cuts could anger more voters.

Two episodes offer contrasting views of the risks of cutting aid. In 2017, Mr. Trump led a long, full-throated campaign to abolish the Affordable Care Act, which would have stripped health insurance from millions of Americans. The failed effort boosted the law's popularity and helped Democrats retake the House the next year.

But a few years, later Republicans reversed a different aid expansion at no political cost. In 2021, Democrats passed a one-year increase in the child tax credit, giving cash assistance to millions of low-income parents and cutting child poverty to a record low. Republicans called the aid "welfare" and blocked efforts to continue it. Few voters protested.

The reductions the Republicans are seeking in Medicaid and SNAP would be the largest either program has seen. The House version of the bill would cut about $1 trillion from health care programs over 10 years, mostly from Medicaid but also by making it harder to enroll in the Affordable Care Act's subsidized marketplace plans.

About 10.9 million Americans would lose insurance as a result, according to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office. Roughly half of that loss would come from new Medicaid work requirements.

Coupled with the end of the pandemic-era increased subsidies for marketplace plans, the House bill would reverse almost three-quarters of the decline in the uninsured rate achieved under the health law, according to an analysis by Matthew Fiedler of the Brookings Institution. The budget office has not analyzed the Senate proposals for their effect on health coverage.

Democratic lawmakers during an Energy and Commerce Committee meeting last month. Democrats are hoping the blowback will help them recapture Congress and check Mr. Trump's power. Eric Lee/The New York Times


In SNAP, the House would cut nearly $300 billion over a decade, about 30 percent of federal spending on the program. The largest savings would come from requiring states to share up to a quarter of benefit costs, which the federal government has always paid in full. Supporters say "skin in the game" will encourage better management. Critics say it incentivizes cuts.

The Senate parliamentarian ruled last week that the cost-sharing language violated the rules Republicans must follow to pass the bill with a simple majority. But Republicans said they would rewrite the proposal to meet parliamentary requirements.

Other SNAP savings come from expanded work requirements, which would cover parents of school-age children and include adults as old as 64. The House version of the work rules will remove 3.2 million people from the rolls, the budget office found, while other provisions cut or end aid to an additional 1.5 million. Together, that is about 11 percent of the caseload.

The bill would reduce incomes for the poorest 30 percent of Americans, change little in the middle and give the top 10th an extra $12,000 a year, the budget office found.

One feature of the House bill that may blunt political damage is its timeline. The Medicaid work program is not required to start until after the midterm elections next year, which may be necessary for adequate planning but also postpones potential backlash.

Republicans also deny that work rules are cuts.

"No one has talked about cutting one benefit in Medicaid to anyone who's duly owed," Speaker Mike Johnson said. "What we've talked about is returning work requirements." He describes the target as "29-year-old males sitting on their couches playing video games."

Speaker Mike Johnson has joined some other Republicans in emphasizing the return of work requirements. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


Work rules are politically popular in the abstract, and Republicans say they help the needy by increasing employment. But critics say they create bureaucratic obstacles without boosting work, and the budget office predicts they will push millions from the SNAP and Medicaid rolls.

In a 2022 review, it found that SNAP work rules "reduced income, on average" among participants because the people who lost aid far outnumbered those who increased earnings. SNAP work programs eliminated aid to 22 percent of those involved in Pennsylvania, 31 percent in Missouri and 53 percent in Virginia (though work rules had no effect in Colorado). The people who lost aid were unusually poor, the budget office found, "and many of them are homeless."

Experience with Medicaid work rules is more limited. But an Arkansas program begun in 2018 and stopped by federal courts dropped about a quarter of the participants from the rolls while failing to increase employment. Most who lost Medicaid were working or exempt but unaware that they needed to show compliance or kept from doing so by administrative barriers.

While the bill is unpopular in polls, the likelihood for voter backlash may depend on unknowns, like the strength of the economy and the parties' competition in messaging.

Even as Mr. Hawley warned fellow Republicans to avoid Medicaid cuts, Senator Joni Ernst, an Iowa Republican, told constituents not to worry about losing health insurance because "we all are going to die." In a meeting of Senate Republicans this week, Senator Mitch McConnell of Kentucky told colleagues that voters concerned about Medicaid cuts will "get over it," Punchbowl News reported.

Republicans may gain some political protection from the bill's sheer scale. "So many things are happening at once it makes it harder for people to understand," Mr. Fiedler said.

Some cuts are too esoteric for anyone but experts to follow. The House bill cuts nearly $50 billion in SNAP benefits by changing how utility costs are calculated and how nutritional standards are updated.

Scholarship offers contrasting views of how well voters track policies.

Michael E. Shepherd, a political scientist at the University of Michigan, studied rural health care after the passage of the Affordable Care Act. Hospital closures fell in states that expanded Medicaid, as most Democrats urged, and rose where Republicans rejected the expansion.

But voters in red states blamed Democrats, largely because Mr. Obama was president, a view that Republicans encouraged and that resonated in a partisan age. In communities where rural hospitals closed, voters increased their support for Republicans by 10 to 15 percentage points.

"These results paint a troubling picture for political accountability," Mr. Shepherd wrote.

Likewise, Larry M. Bartels, a political scientist at Vanderbilt University, found seeming contradictions in the way voters viewed tax policy. Many Americans who said they were troubled by inequality supported tax cuts for the wealthy that made inequality grow.

Parsing voter surveys, Mr. Bartels concluded that many Americans saw tax policy and inequality as unrelated realms. "What happens in the course of daily life often doesn't get coded as being the result of political decisions, even if it is," he said.

He doubts that the cuts in the Republican bill would change many votes. "Electoral behavior depends much less on policy preferences than on identity considerations," he said.

But Ms. Rendleman, the Berkeley scholar, is more optimistic that Americans can align their votes and policy preferences.

In a study of subsidies for low-wage workers, she found that governors who created earned-income tax credits on the state level gained votes in the next election. The gain was greatest in states with the largest benefits and in counties with the most beneficiaries, suggesting that voters understood the policy.

While the electoral effect was small and short-lived, Ms. Rendleman called it a sign that voters watched what leaders did. "Polarization interferes with the feedback loop, but I still think there's some room to sway the marginal voters," she said.
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As U.S. Dismantles Voice of America, Rival Powers Hope to Fill the Void

The Trump administration is not just releasing its grip on the global megaphone but handing it off to its eager adversaries, foreign policy experts say.




By Tiffany Hsu



Jun 24, 2025 at 05:09 PM

America's rivals celebrated as the Trump administration set out to dismantle its global influence and information infrastructure, including the media outlets that had helped market the United States as the world's moral and cultural authority.

The editor in chief of RT, the Kremlin-backed news network, crowed about President Trump's "awesome decision" to shut down Voice of America, the federally funded network that reports in countries with limited press freedom. "Today is a holiday for me and my colleagues!"

Hu Xijin, a former editor in chief of China's state-run outlet Global Times, wrote that the paralysis of Voice of America and Radio Free Asia was "really gratifying" and, he hoped, "irreversible." A top aide to Prime Minister Viktor Orban of Hungary posted that he "couldn't be happier" about the administration's move in February to gut the agency that distributed foreign media funding. Officials in Cambodia and Cuba also welcomed the cuts.

In the months since, China, Russia and other U.S. rivals have moved to commandeer the communications space abandoned by the Americans. They have pumped more money into their own global media endeavors, expanded social outreach programs abroad and cranked up the volume when publicizing popular cultural exports.

Foreign policy experts say the Trump administration is not just losing its grip on the global megaphone but handing it off to its eager adversaries. In doing so, they said, the United States is relinquishing its primacy as a global influencer and neglecting its defenses against the damaging narratives and disinformation that could fill the vacuum.

"What we're doing, in a sense, is playing into their hands," said Catherine Luther, a professor at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, who has studied Russian influence. "These states tend to be the leaders in creating the playbook for other countries to use."

The White House did not respond to a request for comment.

The United States was a pioneer of global message management, carefully cultivating its international reputation using movies, music, news, and other totems of culture and media to project aspirational American appeal. Supporting communications -- through programs like Voice of America and grants for local independent outlets -- has always been a key component of that so-called soft power.

But since January, the Trump administration has shut down a foreign influence task force at the Federal Bureau of Investigation, closed a State Department office that tracked and countered global disinformation, and crippled other teams that helped safeguard the American brand from overseas falsehoods and malign propaganda campaigns. A former Trump speechwriter who is currently acting as the under secretary for public diplomacy, a role intended to engage and understand foreign audiences, once posted that "competent white men must be in charge if you want things to work."

The agency overseeing government-funded media outlets like the Radio Free stations and Voice of America, which reached hundreds of millions of people internationally each week, was gutted. A White House press officer reacted on X with a post listing "goodbye" in 20 languages. (A federal appeals court in Washington ruled last month that the Trump administration could continue for now to withhold funding from the stations, which have scaled back their operations. Instead, experts said, the Trump administration is focusing on other expressions of might, such as economic pressure and military force.)

"The soft power suicide of the U.S. will be incomprehensible to future historians who will be dumbfounded in their attempts to explain why the global leader voluntarily wrecked one of its greatest national assets," wrote Jamie Shea, a British former official at the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and current senior fellow at Friends of Europe, a research institution.

Many global powers now see a better chance to "wage friendship," as one researcher said, without competition from the United States.

Sputnik, a Kremlin-backed media outlet, opened an office in Ethiopia in February and said it was planning more in South Africa and possibly Tanzania. Turkey's national public broadcaster, TRT, delivers online news in dozens of languages and started a broadcast channel in Somalia this spring.

Fahrettin Altun, Turkey's head of communications, said last month that the broadcaster contributed to President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's vision of a "Century of Turkey" by "being an alternative voice to the global media order" and pledged to help expand TRT's "sphere of influence."

In China, where global narrative domination has long been a public goal, the state news agency Xinhua said it had met with several Western media outlets in recent years to discuss distribution deals. China Daily, a state-run newspaper, increased its U.S. distribution budget in each of the past three years.

Chinese propaganda and disinformation campaigns have had spotty success resonating with foreign audiences. But Beijing has begun to recognize that the government is often not the most effective face for a charm offensive, said Shaoyu Yuan, a research fellow at Rutgers University's Division of Global Affairs. Instead, global good will is frequently generated by social media influencers and private entrepreneurs, then amplified by state media and officials, he said. (The Chinese have faced some pushback on this front, as lawmakers in Washington take aim at imports such as TikTok, a popular video app, and DeepSeek, a chatbot app.)

Last year, Chinese state media lauded the video game Black Myth: Wukong, which is based on a classic Chinese novel, as a challenger to an industry dominated by American companies. Ne Zha 2, a record-smashing Chinese game about a mythological demon child, was hailed by the government as "a new window for the world to see China."

Chinese apps streaming short soap operas are causing a stir in Hollywood, giving the country a way to reach new audiences through channels they created themselves, rather than through foreign media outlets, according to state media.

"The U.S. has definitely turned inward," Dr. Yuan said. "It's created a very big gap in global influence, and in China, both official and private groups have noticed this and are beginning to adjust their strategies accordingly."

Ideals once championed by Americans are being propped up by other governments. In a gauge of trust among Southeast Asians that a Singaporean research organization released this spring, the United States fell to third place behind the European Union and Japan. Last month, the European Union promised $6.2 million in emergency support for Radio Free Europe. The British government said this year that it was creating a soft-power council to help elevate Britain's global standing.

Members of the British Parliament sought extended funding for the BBC World Service this year, explaining that the broadcaster "plays an indispensable role in the fight against misinformation" and that "where services have been cut, we have seen other countries rush in to fill the space." A poll commissioned by the BBC and conducted in 18 countries this past winter found that people who watched RT or CGTN, a Chinese state news outlet, were far more likely to say they viewed China or Russia favorably (and to hold nondemocratic views).

For decades, the United States telegraphed its influence and values abroad using an older communications infrastructure built on radio and text, and was slow to embrace the digital platforms that now connect much of the world. Voice of America has 727,000 followers on Instagram, where its last post is from 14 weeks ago, and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty have 44,500. China's Xinhua News has 1.6 million followers, and BBC News has 29.2 million.

"When you declare 'America First' and you start berating your allies and friendly countries, you lose trust and you lose attraction," Joseph S. Nye Jr., the American political scientist who coined the term "soft power," said in an online briefing in March. (Mr. Nye died in May.)

Now, there are signs that the Trump team may be reconsidering its approach.

After Israel attacked Iran this month, dozens of Voice of America workers who had been put on leave were abruptly called back to reactivate the Voice of America news broadcast in Persian, which is the most common language spoken in Iran.

Over the following days, they produced dozens of videos and social media posts about the conflict, as well as several stories detailing the American role in possible peace talks and Mr. Trump's timeline for considering military intervention.
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Inside a Last-Ditch Battle to Save (or Kill) Clean-Energy Tax Credits

Supporters of tax breaks for wind and solar are fighting to retain them in the G.O.P. tax bill. They're facing a conservative effort to kill them entirely.

An initial draft of the bill would phase out the tax credits for wind and solar power and electric vehicles starting next year. George Etheredge for The New York Times



By Lisa Friedman, Maxine Joselow and Brad Plumer
Reporting from Washington


Jun 25, 2025 at 03:42 PM

As Senate Republicans scramble to pass President Trump's far-reaching domestic policy bill, climate activists and energy companies are lobbying to salvage tax credits for wind, solar and other climate-friendly technologies.

But they are running into formidable obstacles. Conservative activists, fossil-fuel lobbyists and Mr. Trump are demanding that lawmakers enact even deeper cuts to clean-energy subsidies, or even scrap them entirely.

At stake are hundreds of billions of dollars' worth of tax incentives put in place by the Biden administration, the vast majority of which are flowing to Republican congressional districts.

Some are aimed at encouraging Americans to buy electric vehicles or put solar panels on their roofs. Others are intended to spur manufacturing of wind turbines, solar-panel components and other technologies that would help reduce planet-warming greenhouse gases. All the tax credits were greatly expanded as part of the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, the Biden administration's signature climate law.

"What is being proposed now will hurt businesses, and it will risk significant job loss," said Lisa Jacobson, president of the Business Council for Sustainable Energy, a trade group. Her organization was one of several on Capitol Hill this week mounting a last-ditch effort to remind lawmakers of the jobs the law had created and what states stood to lose.

An initial draft of the Senate bill would phase out the tax credits for wind and solar power and electric vehicles starting next year, while incentives for nuclear and geothermal power would stay in place for another decade. The draft would also impose new restrictions on domestic manufacturers that rely on components from China.

On the campaign trail last year, Mr. Trump promised to eliminate clean-energy incentives. Faced with uncertainty, companies have so far canceled $15.5 billion in proposed factories and clean-energy projects this year, according to an analysis by E2, a nonpartisan group of business leaders and investors.

In May alone, according to the analysis, roughly $1.4 billion in electric-vehicle, battery and solar-panel factories were abandoned, overwhelmingly in Republican districts.

"In the zeal to undo the accomplishments of the prior party, American communities are collaterally damaged," said Jason Grumet, chief executive of the American Clean Power Association, a trade group that is fighting to slow the phaseout of tax credits for renewable power.

The voices in favor of deep cuts to the subsidies have been just as tireless.

Alex Epstein, an author and founder of a think tank that argues fossil fuels are crucial for human prosperity, is one of the most influential figures calling for the permanent elimination of all clean-energy subsidies by 2028. Mr. Epstein says that the benefits of coal, oil and gas outweigh the negative effects of climate change. He has described wind and solar subsidies as "immensely harmful" to the nation's power grid and "a cancer we have to get rid of."

In a recent interview on Mr. Epstein's podcast, Representative Chip Roy, Republican of Texas, said wind and solar jobs made the United States "weaker" and likened subsidies that create such employment to the drug trade. Mr. Epstein agreed, calling them "fentanyl jobs."

Alex Epstein speaking to reporters in Washington last week. J. Scott Applewhite/Associated Press


On Tuesday Mr. Epstein acknowledged that his think tank, the Center for Industrial Progress, was funded by the fossil fuel industry, though he said it also took money from other industries. A separate group that Mr. Epstein formed, Energy Freedom Fund, also recently registered to lobby on fossil fuel issues, he said in an interview.

Mr. Epstein said that if renewable energy subsidies were not fully eliminated before the end of Mr. Trump's term in office, it would be too easy for a future administration to revive them.

Currently, the Senate bill would allow companies to claim a tax credit worth at least 30 percent of project costs if they started construction of a new wind or solar farm this year and a smaller credit if they began construction before the end of 2027. After that, a tax break would no longer be available.

Mr. Epstein has criticized that language, pointing out that a company could begin work on a wind or solar farm this year but not actually complete it until the 2030s and still claim a tax break. He has lobbied senators to change the language so that the wind or solar farm would have to be fully "in service" by 2028 to claim a tax break.

Renewable-energy developers say that change would be disruptive and unworkable, as projects often face delays in obtaining government permits or other obstacles beyond a company's control.

Mr. Epstein, once a relative outsider in Washington, these days is promoting his views at Republican gatherings on the Hill, including a recent Senate G.O.P. luncheon. "You deserve enormous praise for being engaged in this and being a voice that helped us enormously," Mr. Roy, who serves as the policy director for the hard-right House Freedom Caucus, told Mr. Epstein on the podcast.

The American Energy Alliance, an oil and gas advocacy group, also announced a six-figure advertising campaign this week to influence lawmakers in Utah, Alaska, Idaho and the District of Columbia. The digital ads accuse Republican lawmakers like Senator John Curtis of Utah and Senator Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, who are fighting to protect tax credits that have led to job and manufacturing growth in their states, of protecting "costly and unnecessary" aid.

Those efforts got a boost on Sunday when Mr. Trump wrote that green tax credits are "a giant SCAM" and should be eliminated from the package, referring to "Windmills, and the rest of this 'JUNK.'" He also wrote that "None of it works without massive government subsidy (energy should NOT NEED SUBSIDY!)."

It is not clear whether Mr. Trump was also calling for the elimination of subsidies for nuclear and geothermal power, two sources of emissions-free energy favored by his energy secretary, Chris Wright. Fossil fuels such as oil and gas have also benefited from their own specialized tax breaks for decades, though those breaks are not as significant as renewable energy subsidies.

The current draft of the Senate bill would preserve the Biden-era tax credits for sources of power that can run at all hours -- such as nuclear reactors, geothermal plants, hydroelectric dams and industrial-scale batteries -- through 2036. It would also expand tax breaks for biofuels and would subsidize companies that capture carbon dioxide from smokestacks and use it to extract oil from underground.

In response to questions, Taylor Rogers, a White House spokeswoman, pointed to Mr. Trump's social media statements.

Senate leaders hope to hold a vote on their version of the domestic policy bill in the coming days and aim to get it to Mr. Trump's desk by July 4. On Tuesday, Mr. Trump told lawmakers they should stay in session until it passed. "NO ONE GOES ON VACATION UNTIL IT'S DONE," he wrote on his social network, Truth Social.

Senators will also need to hash out their differences with House Republicans, who passed a bill last month that restricts the clean-energy tax credits even further. Under the House version, companies building wind, solar, geothermal or battery-storage plants could get a tax break only if they start construction within 60 days after the bill becomes law and finish the project by the end of 2028. New nuclear plants could receive the credit as long as they start construction before the end of 2028.

Late on Tuesday, key Republican senators said they were still hashing out disagreements. "It's fair to say we still have not found a resolution today," said Mr. Curtis. He said much of the debate had centered on requirements that projects be placed in service by the end of 2028 to claim the credits, as Mr. Epstein has urged.

Mr. Curtis, a moderate who founded the Conservative Climate Caucus in 2021 when he served in the House, said he had a "thoughtful" discussion Tuesday morning with Mr. Epstein, whom he plans to meet with again on Wednesday. "I don't think we're aligned, but that doesn't mean we haven't had effective conversations," he said.

Separately, when asked about the ads by the American Energy Alliance criticizing him and others, Mr. Curtis said, "Who?" He went on to say that the ads had had "zero impact" in Utah.

Senator John Hoeven, Republican of North Dakota, said there was broad agreement among Republicans about phasing out tax credits for wind and solar energy, which he called "mature industries" that no longer needed government support. But he said Senate Republicans were still haggling over how to treat energy projects that had already started construction and that made sense economically only with the credits in place.

"The one piece that we're still working on is, for somebody who's started their project, how do we make sure they're fairly treated so they can complete and get the credit without extending it in a way that, you know, costs a lot more money?" Mr. Hoeven told reporters Tuesday.

After the Inflation Reduction Act passed in 2022, many Democrats said the law would be safe from repeal because it was disproportionately spurring investments in Republican-led states and congressional districts. Now, however, some Democrats are waiting to see whether any clean-energy credits in the law will remain intact.

Mr. Grumet of the clean-energy lobby was doubtful. "We're way past that," he said. But he said he held out hope that the Senate might go slower in phasing out federal support. "The expectation is that Congress will land the plane, not crash the plane," he said.
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Marcia Resnick, Whose Camera Captured New York's 'Bad Boys', Dies at 74

A conceptual artist, she used photography to make surrealistic images and then went on to document Manhattan's downtown scene and its mostly male provocateurs.

Marcia Resnick in 2021 with her portrait of William Burroughs. She considered him a kindred spirit, and photographed him often. 



By Penelope Green



Jun 24, 2025 at 11:25 PM

Marcia Resnick, a fine arts photographer who in the late 1970s pivoted from conceptual work to capture her febrile milieu, New York City's downtown demimonde, in a series of intimate portraits, mostly of men, including the last studio photos taken of John Belushi, died on Wednesday in Manhattan. She was 74.

The cause of death, at a hospice facility, was lung cancer, her sister, Janice Hahn, said.

New York City was lurching out of its fiscal crisis as Ms. Resnick began careening through Manhattan's after-hours spots, notably Max's Kansas City, CBGB and the Mudd Club. She was living the life, to be sure, but also scouting for subjects.

Despite her madcap persona and punk-Lolita uniform -- pleated schoolgirl skirts, thigh-high stockings and combat boots, beribboned pigtails and kohl-smudged eyes -- she was deadly serious about her craft and her mission. Ms. Resnick was a skilled, CalArts-trained photographer determined to capture the scene that was swirling around her.

Ms. Resnick's 1979 photograph of Chris Stein and Debbie Harry, sprawled on a bed in their Manhattan apartment. Marcia Resnick/Getty Images


She photographed Debbie Harry and Chris Stein of the band Blondie sprawled on their bed in their 58th Street penthouse, looking like children at a sleepover.

She found the infamous lawyer Roy Cohn and Steve Rubell, the Studio 54 impresario, slumped on a sofa at the Mudd Club after sharing a quaalude; in her photo, Mr. Cohn radiates malevolence, while Mr. Rubell, his head resting on the other man's shoulder, looks joyful and beatific.

She shot Klaus Nomi, the elfin New Wave opera singer who would die of AIDS in 1983, one of the city's first casualties of the disease, in full Kabuki makeup. She shot Mayor Ed Koch in his office looking dapper and even sexy.

Ms. Resnick shot Klaus Nomi, the elfin New Wave singer, wearing full Kabuki makeup. Marcia Resnick, via Deborah Bell Photographs, New York and Paul M. Hertzmann, Inc., San Francisco.

She shot Mayor Ed Koch in his office. Marcia Resnick, via Deborah Bell Photographs, New York and Paul M. Hertzmann, Inc., San Francisco.


Ms. Resnick had that effect. She had a habit of dancing closer and closer to her subjects as she worked, often ending up in their laps. Her portrait of Joey Ramone renders him as a punk Caravaggio. His bony knees are poking through the holes in his shredded bluejeans, but his gaze, fixed directly at the camera, is grown-up and sultry.

Ms. Resnick's 1978 portrait of the punk rocker Joey Ramone. Marcia Resnick/Getty Images


"Joey never looked at me like that," Danny Fields, the Ramones' manager and default photographer, said in an interview. (Mr. Fields took thousands of pictures of the band.) "It's like a courtship photo."

Ms. Resnick had the flu when the writer Liz Derringer brought her to Mick Jagger's Upper West Side apartment on New Year's Eve in 1979, so that he could decide if he was comfortable with her taking the photos that would accompany Ms. Derringer's forthcoming article about him in High Times magazine. Ms. Resnick, reviving herself with cocaine, won the assignment. A few days later, The New York Post reported that Mr. Jagger and the model Jerry Hall were vacationing in the Caribbean, recuperating from the flu.

Another "bad boy" Ms. Resnick photographed: Mick Jagger. Marcia Resnick, via Deborah Bell Photographs, New York and Paul M. Hertzmann, Inc., San Francisco.


Ms. Resnick frequently captured her subjects in the wild, but more often she took them home for overnight sessions at her Canal Street loft, in the building that she and other young artists had colonized in the mid-1970s.

Ms. Resnick had found the place, just off the West Side Highway, and invited friends to join her, among them Pooh Kaye, a dancer and choreographer, and Laurie Anderson, the avant-garde multimedia artist.

The first few months, they lived there like pioneers, with no city services. (The landlord told Ms. Resnick that he would connect the building to the grid only if she could fill it.) So they lugged water in buckets from a deli that had an outdoor spigot six blocks away. They kept warm with wood-burning stoves. Ms. Kaye remembered stuffing newspapers in her clothing when she slept. There was a methadone clinic on the first floor, which kept Ms. Resnick and her cohort safe: The security guards that patrolled the clinic were better protection than uptown doormen, and the clients were mostly benevolent.

Ms. Resnick also photographed the musician Johnny Thunders... Marcia Resnick, via Deborah Bell Photographs, New York and Paul M. Hertzmann, Inc., San Francisco

... and a young Anthony Bourdain. Marcia Resnick, via Deborah Bell Photographs, New York and Paul M. Hertzmann, Inc., San Francisco


It was during her Canal Street sessions that Ms. Resnick began to focus on male subjects, deliberately upending the age-old practice of men memorializing women. She wanted to subvert the male gaze. She called this work her "Bad Boy" series.

One night, she ran into Mr. Belushi at a club and asked him when he'd be ready to pose for her. "How about now?" he said, as she recalled in "Punks, Poets & Provocateurs: New York City Bad Boys, 1977-1982," a collection of work that she published in 2015.

She didn't believe him, and kept partying. When she made her way home at 6 a.m., Mr. Belushi was there in a limo with an entourage, and they all trooped up to her loft. Coming off a bender, he paced about before finally settling into a chair with a beer and a ski mask, which he had found among the array of props that Ms. Resnick kept for her portrait subjects and her conceptual work.

Ms. Resnick's 1981 portraits of John Belushi were the last taken before he died the following year. Marcia Resnick, via Deborah Bell Photographs, New York and Paul M. Hertzmann, Inc., San Francisco.

She took some 60 photos of Mr. Belushi -- as a pirate, looking boyish, sweating through a leather jacket -- and then he passed out on her bed. Marcia Resnick, via Deborah Bell Photographs, New York and Paul M. Hertzmann, Inc., San Francisco.


She took some 60 photos -- Mr. Belushi as a pirate, Mr. Belushi looking boyish, Mr. Belushi sweating through a leather jacket -- and then he passed out on her bed. His friends woke him half an hour later; they were on their way to the Hamptons to attend the wedding of Mr. Belushi's "Saturday Night Live" boss, Lorne Michaels. Mr. Belushi died of a drug overdose six months later in Los Angeles.

William Burroughs was a kindred spirit, and Ms. Resnick photographed him often. When she was 17, she read "Junkie" (1953), his roman a clef, and then asked a friend to inject her with heroin every day for a week. It was her first experience with the drug. Later, she struggled with addiction for more than a quarter of a century, before beating it, on her own, in the early 2000s.

"Heroin turned the scene on, but then it destroyed it," she told The Village Voice in 2015. "People live on in our work."

Marcia Aylene Resnick was born on Nov. 21, 1950, in Brooklyn. Her mother, Sonia (Panich) Resnick was a publishing executive and a painter; her father, Herbert Resnick, owned a letterpress printing business.

Ms. Resnick in 1973. She had a habit of dancing closer and closer to her subjects as she worked, often ending up in their laps.  Leo Rubinfien, via Deborah Bell Photographs, New York 


Ms. Resnick studied art at New York University before switching to the Cooper Union, graduating in 1972. She earned a master's degree in fine arts from the California Institute of the Arts in 1973. Returning to New York City, she taught at Queens College, the Cooper Union and N.Y.U.

Many of her early works were photographs of landscapes that she manipulated with paint. She then embarked on an autobiographical project called "Re-Visions," which she staged in her loft, using a teenage model as her proxy, to explore a young woman's coming of age in photos and text.

One image from this series is a photo of a balloon, looming from the shadows like a swollen belly and framed by a pair of hands with lacquered nails, one hand clutching a hatpin. The text reads, "She enjoyed making loud noises in quiet places."

A 1978 image from Ms. Resnick's "Re-Visions" project shows a balloon framed by a pair of hands with lacquered nails, one hand clutching a hatpin. Marcia Resnick, via Deborah Bell Photographs, New York and Paul M. Hertzmann, Inc., San Francisco.


Ms. Resnick also had a bit of fun with a satirical column, "Resnick's Believe-It-or-Not," which ran in The SoHo Weekly News, a feisty competitor to The Village Voice. Each week, she paired an inscrutable photo with some mischievous text. For a shot of a pair of pants hanging on a laundry line, she wrote: "Ed E. Puss, a well-behaved boy from Sioux City, Iowa, was the first person in recorded history to have 'hang ups.'" The "story" evolved, dizzyingly, from there.

In 1982, Ms. Resnick married Wayne Kramer, the lead guitarist of MC5, a Detroit rock band. They divorced a year later. Her sister is her only immediate survivor.

Ms. Resnick, who had a doll collection, at home in 2023. Bob Krasner


In 1977, Rolling Stone magazine asked Ms. Resnick and other up-and-coming photographers this question: "If you could be in any one situation anywhere, at any time, with anyone and any camera, what would it be?"

"I would like to be in bed with Iggy Pop and a Polaroid" was her answer, which led to an invitation to meet the so-called godfather of punk and his band, the Stooges, at a concert. (She did end up photographing him, but not in bed or with a Polaroid camera.)

"I sought provocateurs," Ms. Resnick told The Village Voice. "It was just whatever I could do to get people in front of the camera. I wasn't really famous, but I knew what I was doing."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/24/arts/marcia-resnick-dead.html
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Bobby Sherman, Easygoing Teen Idol of the 1960s and '70s, Dies at 81

First on TV and then on the pop charts, he became so popular so young, he once said, that he "didn't really have time to have an ego."

Bobby Sherman during production of "Here Come the Brides," the TV comedy western that made him a star. Bettman, via Getty



By Anita Gates



Jun 24, 2025 at 07:38 PM

Bobby Sherman, an actor and singer who became an easygoing pop-music star and teen idol in the late 1960s, and who continued performing until well into the 1980s, has died. He was 81. 

His wife, Brigitte Poublon, announced his death on Tuesday morning on Instagram, providing no other details. She revealed in March that Mr. Sherman had been diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer, though she did not specify the type of cancer.

Mr. Sherman was 25 when he was cast in the comedy western that made him a star. On "Here Come the Brides," a one-hour ABC series, he played a bashful 19th-century Seattle lumberjack. George Gent, reviewing the show for The New York Times, declared Mr. Sherman "winning as the shy and stuttering youngest brother," although he predicted only that the show "should be fun."

"Here Come the Brides" ran for only two seasons (1968-70), but that was more than long enough for Mr. Sherman to attract a following: He was said to be receiving 25,000 pieces of fan mail every week.

He had already become a successful recording artist, beginning with "Little Woman," which reached No. 3 on the Billboard Hot 100 in 1969 and proved to be his biggest hit. He went on to score three other Top 10 singles in 1969 and 1970: "La La La (If I Had You)," "Easy Come, Easy Go" and "Julie, Do Ya Love Me."

By the end of 1972 he had seven gold singles, one platinum single and 10 gold albums.

When TV Guide in 2005 ranked the 25 greatest teen idols, Mr. Sherman took the No. 8 spot, ahead of Davy Jones and Troy Donahue. (David Cassidy was No. 1.) He appeared countless times on the cover of Tiger Beat, a popular magazine for adolescent girls. Even Marge Simpson, leading lady of the long-running animated series "The Simpsons," had a crush on Bobby Sherman, as she confessed to her daughter Lisa in one episode.

Robert Cabot Sherman Jr. was born on July 22, 1943, in Santa Monica, Calif., the younger child and only son of Robert Cabot Sherman, a milkman, and Juanita (Freeman) Sherman. He was 11 when he learned to play the trumpet. It was the first of 16 musical instruments that he often said he had mastered.

Bobby grew up in Van Nuys, where he graduated from Birmingham High School. During his high school years he was part of a dance band and discovered his love of singing. He attended Pierce College in nearby Woodland Hills but did not graduate.

At age 19, he met the actor Sal Mineo, who wrote a couple of songs for him and helped him record them. Mr. Mineo invited him to perform at a Hollywood party, and Mr. Sherman soon had an agent.

He made his television acting debut as a kidnapping victim on a 1965 episode of the detective series "Honey West." By then he was already a regular performer on "Shindig!" (1964-66), a rock-music variety show that was initially so popular that it aired twice a week in its second season.

At the height of his popularity, Mr. Sherman toured almost constantly. In a radio interview decades later, he said, "I didn't really have time to have an ego."

He also appeared on variety shows, including "The Ed Sullivan Show," "The Johnny Cash Show" and "The Everly Brothers Show," all in 1970, as well as "The Andy Williams Show" in 1971 and "The Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour" in 1972. He had his own special on ABC in 1970.

Already a bona fide pop star, Mr. Sherman hosted "The Bobby Sherman Special" on ABC-TV in 1970. Disney General Entertainment Content, via Getty


"Getting Together," a sitcom about two young songwriters that premiered in the fall of 1971 on ABC, was meant to be a second star vehicle for Mr. Sherman. (The other songwriter was played by Wes Stern.) But it was no match for its prime-time competition: "All in the Family," in its first full season on CBS. "Getting Together" was canceled after 14 episodes.

After that, he was seen on popular series like "The Mod Squad" (1972), "Fantasy Island" (1981) and "The Love Boat" (1978 and 1982). He also acted in two feature films: "He Is My Brother" (1975), a family drama, and "Get Crazy" (1983), a rock 'n' roll comedy, in which he and another former teen idol, Fabian, played a concert promoter's sleazy henchmen. In 1986, Mr. Sherman was a regular on "Sanchez of Bel-Air," a short-lived situation comedy.

His childhood dream had been to be a child psychologist. When he had had enough of show business, he still wanted to work in health care. He became, among other things, an emergency medical technician and chief medical training officer for the Los Angeles Police Department, teaching first aid and CPR to department recruits.

His final screen appearance was in a 1997 episode of the long-running sitcom "Frasier," starring Kelsey Grammer. In a cameo, Mr. Sherman, playing himself, was smothered in hugs by Roz (Peri Gilpin), the producer of the title character's radio show and a devoted Bobby Sherman fan.

Mr. Sherman's marriage in 1971 to Patti Carnel, a junior college student, ended in divorce in 1977. In the 1980s, Ms. Carnel married and divorced David Soul, who had been Mr. Sherman's co-star on "Here Come the Brides." (Mr. Soul died last year at 80.)

Mr. Sherman married Ms. Poublon, a real estate agent, in 2010. She runs the couple's charity, which helps children in Ghana.

Mr. Sherman with his wife, Brigitte Poublon, at a fund-raising event for their charity, which helps children in Ghana, in Beverly Hills, Calif., in 2015. Jason Kempin/Getty Images for the Brigitte and Bobby Sherman Children's Foundation


In addition to her, he is survived by two sons, Tyler and Christopher, and six grandchildren.

Even though traveling and performing took their toll on him, Mr. Sherman treasured his time on the road. "I was disoriented -- I never knew where I was, always had to be reminded," he told The Washington Post in 1998. "But, in all honesty, I must say I had the best of times, because the concerts were great, the fans were great. It was the proverbial love-in."
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Is Donald Trump an Antagonist or a Champion of the Gay Community?

Gay backers of Donald Trump say he is blind to sexuality. Not everyone agrees.

President Trump at a rally in 2016 in Colorado holding a Pride flag. Gay supporters of the president say that the economy and immigration are driving forces in their embrace of him and his policies. Stephen Crowley/The New York Times



By Jesse McKinley and Guy Trebay



Jun 21, 2025 at 10:00 AM

For many gay rights activists, President Trump's first five months in office have provided ample evidence of his antipathy toward their community, whether it be his administration's sustained attacks on transgender people, its bans on books with gay subject matter or its planned cuts to suicide hotlines for gay youth.

Members of Mr. Trump's administration and his supporters have regularly trafficked in hateful rhetoric and employed stereotypes about members of the L.G.B.T.Q. community, suggesting that they lack honesty or morality, or have Marxist leanings, while officially ignoring Pride Month.

Yet, if you ask gay supporters of the president, you will hear a remarkably different message: of a man indifferent to sexuality who has hosted same-sex weddings and hoisted a rainbow flag; who has appointed a series of gay ambassadors and high-ranking gay officials; who has attracted a range of deep-pocketed gay backers and outspoken online surrogates. And, of course, who has been a steadfast Village People superfan.

Gay Trump supporters say that the economy and immigration are driving forces in their embrace of the president, mirroring shifts in traditional Democratic blocs like Latinos, Asian Americans and Black men, groups that have sometimes chafed at being considered monolithic in their political beliefs. But they also cite Mr. Trump's "anti-woke" campaign, including his inflammatory and divisive condemnation of the transgender movement.

Those statements -- including an oft-run campaign ad that accused Kamala Harris of being for "they/them," while Mr. Trump was for "you" -- have been applauded by some gay influencers, who say the concentration on transgender issues in their community has come at the expense of gay and lesbian concerns. Gay conservatives say that opinion is also quietly held by some of their gay liberal friends.

Shortly before the election, JD Vance predicted that the Republican ticket would win the "normal gay guy vote" because of the left's embrace of the transgender movement. "They just wanted to be left the hell alone," Mr. Vance told Joe Rogan.

Charles Moran, the former president of the Log Cabin Republicans, the leading group for gay conservatives, argued that Democrats and traditional gay rights groups had encouraged a sense of vulnerability in their community, despite significant wins in recent decades. He cited legalizing same-sex marriage and gays being able to openly serve in the military, advancements -- it should be noted -- that were backed by Democrats, and often opposed by Republicans.

"We're continuing to achieve parity," Mr. Moran said. "You don't need all these groups that are based on victimization when you realize a lot of your people aren't victims anymore."

"This is a very gay Republican Party," said Charles Moran, the former president of the Log Cabin Republicans, adding that Mr. Trump had led to a "gravitational change" in the party. "There are gays everywhere." John Lamparski/Getty Images


But such assertions are undercut by a range of discriminatory measures that Mr. Trump or the Republican Party have backed in recent years, according to major gay rights and civil liberties groups.

That includes a series of recent resolutions in Republican-led states seeking to overturn same-sex marriage, and efforts to do the same in the evangelical movement, long a bastion of conservative political support. Opponents of transgender rights also won a victory this month when the Supreme Court ruled that Tennessee could prohibit some medical treatments for transgender youths, shielding similar laws in other states. Such a state level approach closely mirrors the successful efforts of the anti-abortion movement, which capped a decades-long campaign to overturn Roe v. Wade in 2022.

Mr. Moran and other gay supporters of Mr. Trump's downplayed any effort to overturn the Obergefell decision, which legalized same-sex marriage a decade ago, and instead point to things like his embrace of -- and by -- Silicon Valley billionaires like Peter Thiel and Keith Rabois, both of whom are gay. They also trumpet the increased role and visibility of Scott Bessent, the Treasury secretary, a gay man who is fifth in line to the presidency, and of Richard Grenell, the former ambassador and new president of the Kennedy Center in Washington, who is considering a run for governor of California.

Such advancements thrill supporters like John Sullivan, a Republican based in Nashville who married his husband, Dan Medora, at Mar-a-Lago last year. "President Trump appoints individuals based upon their merit and qualifications," said Mr. Sullivan, who works in finance. "Not their sexual identity."

Despite such testimonials, there is little hard evidence to support the idea of a broad shift to the right by the nation's L.G.B.T.Q. voters. When asked his opinion, Kevin Jennings, the chief executive of Lambda Legal, which focuses on civil rights for the L.G.B.T.Q. community, had a two-word reaction.

"Hysterical laughter," he said.

"Appointing one or two gays to prominent positions does not a gay-friendly president make," Mr. Jennings continued, adding that "the policy agenda of the current Republican Party is deeply hostile" to gay rights.

"These gay MAGAs are a tiny minority within our community," he said. "Let's not overblow a few quislings."

Silicon Valley billionaire Peter Thiel, who is gay, has supported President Trump. Marco Bello/Getty Images

President Trump's Treasury secretary is Scott Bessent, a gay man who is fifth in line to the presidency. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


Coming Out as a Republican

The claimed surge in support from gay people for Mr. Trump has also not, seemingly, translated into a similar swell in the number of gay Republican candidates.

For example, the LGBTQ+ Victory Fund, which supports "pro-equality" candidates from that community, says it is currently backing more than 160 contenders in elections across the country. The fund has had only one Republican apply for an endorsement this year, and that candidate did not qualify, though the group has endorsed Republicans in the past. And surveys have found that the percentage of L.G.B.T.Q. elected officials who identify as Republican is in the single digits.

Polling on the gay vote in presidential elections has been largely sporadic and unreliable, but a February poll from Pew Research found that roughly 80 percent of L.G.B.T.Q. adults were Democrats or leaned Democratic, while 16 percent were Republican or leaning Republican. 

At the same time, acceptance of gay people, gay rights and same-sex marriage has risen over the last several decades, according to Gallup. In August 2024, the firm also found that 81 percent of respondents believed the Democratic Party best served the interests of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people, versus just 11 percent who said the Republican Party did.

Still, Mr. Moran and others insist that things are changing and that Mr. Trump is the reason. "This is a very gay Republican Party," Mr. Moran said, adding that Mr. Trump had led to a "gravitational change" in the party. "There are gays everywhere."

Pete Holmberg, a vice president of the Manhattan G.O.P., echoed that, saying there were "a ton of secret gay conservatives" in the city. "A lot of the comments and likes and private messages I get are from gay men who appear to be fully liberal," Mr. Holmberg said, adding, "There's lots of curiosity" about conservative views.

Some gay supporters of the president describe experiences of "coming out" about their Republicanism, similar to their opening up about their sexuality.

Rob Smith, who has described himself as a "Black gay veteran Republican icon" with a sizable online following, said his decision to come out as a Trump supporter in 2018 cost him "friends, career opportunities, all of that other stuff."

"It all kind of went away because that's how deeply unpopular it was at the time," he said.

Rob Smith, who describes himself as a "Black gay veteran Republican icon" (seen here on stage with Charlie Kirk, founder and president of Turning Point USA), said his decision to come out as a Trump supporter in 2018 cost him "friends, career opportunities, all of that other stuff." Megan Jelinger/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Tim Miller, the host of "The Bulwark Podcast" and a political strategist who left the Republican Party because of Mr. Trump, said there was "a more prominent visible gay cadre" in G.O.P. circles now. But, Mr. Miller, who is gay, also thinks that some gay influencers and pundits are capitalizing on the relative rarity of being a gay conservative.

"It helps these guys go viral in our media environment," Mr. Miller said, adding that those influencers are often lauded by the G.O.P. establishment.

"Republicans are attracted to people from groups that are discriminated against," said Mr. Miller. "It gives them a happy feeling, like, 'See? I'm not homophobic.'"

Jon Reinish, a Democratic political consultant who is gay, said Republicans were increasingly seeking to divide "normal gay guys" -- as Mr. Vance put it -- from "a demonstrably queer-presenting" people.

All of which, he said, is to convey the idea that sexuality is "an incidental, inconsequential element" of a person's identity. "Even though it's fundamental," Mr. Reinish added.

To that point, in a recent podcast with the Politico reporter Dasha Burns, Mr. Grenell, a steadfast Trump ally, accused the left of intolerance and expressed dismay at Pride celebrations.

"It's embarrassing, to be honest," he said, adding that Pride parades were "real fringe" and "too sexual." "I think we have to start critiquing ourselves," he said. "And by the way, this is extremely popular with normal gays."

'Maybe they will be spared'

Mr. Trump rarely mentioned gay issues during the 2024 race, and he has remained largely mum since taking office, declining to even acknowledge Pride Month in June. Indeed, even as a global Pride celebration took place in Washington, Mr. Trump's White House press secretary, Karoline Leavitt, derided "L.G.B.T.Q. graduate majors" while attacking Harvard University. Days later, word leaked that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth was considering stripping the name of Harvey Milk -- the famed gay leader, slain in San Francisco in 1978 -- from a military vessel.

GLAAD, the nonprofit group that monitors discriminatory actions against gay people by political figures, has tracked more than 250 incidences -- dating back to Mr. Trump's first term -- of the president's actions or statements that the organization considers negative.

In his second term, Mr. Trump's administration has canceled hundreds of millions of dollars worth of health research for L.G.B.T.Q. people; scrubbed mentions of gender identity from federal surveys, official websites and the Stonewall National Monument; and shown a close adherence to dozens of ideas in Project 2025, the lengthy conservative treatise that calls for ending "the bullying L.G.B.T.Q.+ agenda."

Mr. Trump also initially froze funding for Pepfar, a successful global anti-AIDS program signed into law by President George W. Bush, before that funding was partly restored, though delays persist and funding for H.I.V. prevention remains blocked. More recently, the president's persistent assaults on diversity, equity and inclusion programs have seemingly led corporate sponsors to back away from Pride events in liberal, gay-friendly enclaves like New York and San Francisco, leaving groups scrambling to find funding for their events.

Asked about the president's performance among -- and for -- gay voters, the White House cited a series of appointments of gay officials, and two efforts started in 2019 to end the H.I.V. epidemic and decriminalize homosexuality internationally. It also noted efforts to bar transgender athletes from competing in women's and girls' sports.

"The overall MAGA movement is a big tent welcome for all," said Harrison Fields, a White House spokesman, adding, "The president continues to foster a national pride that should be celebrated daily."

The administration has declined to issue a proclamation about Pride this month. Adriana Zehbrauskas for The New York Times


But Brandon Wolf, the national press secretary for Human Rights Campaign, the nation's largest L.G.B.T.Q. rights organization, said the early days of Mr. Trump's second term had been "what so many of us warned, which is an all-out assault" on the rights of gay people and other minority groups. "They've wholly sold themselves to the right-wing extremist agenda," Mr. Wolf said.

He also warned that supporting Mr. Trump and his agenda could backfire for some gay people and the gay community as a whole. "I think there are people who see proximity to power and are willing to sell out to achieve it, and probably firmly believe that, if they are willing to sacrifice other members of the community, that maybe they will be spared," Mr. Wolf said.

He added, "And that is a very dangerous approach."

Mr. Jennings, of Lambda, echoed this, saying he feared that some fellow gay men would "prioritize economic self-interest over their civil rights," adding that there's "always groups of people who think that money can protect them."

Still, Neil J. Young, the author of "Coming Out Republican: A History of the Gay Right" said gay supporters of the president -- who he says are predominantly white men -- "see Trump as the best Republican president the party has ever produced."

"They see Trump as a president who has given them unprecedented access," Mr. Young said, citing his financial policies and hiring of gay people. "They point to those sorts of things and they think, 'We're insiders now. We're good.' They take that as proof that he's not going to turn on them."

A Wedge in the L.G.B.T.Q. Movement

Some gay supporters of Mr. Trump's say they are single-issue voters; but that issue, they say, is not one that has to do with their sexuality.

Bruce Langmaid, a retired real estate investor who lives in Palm Beach, Fla., with his husband, Charles Poole, and described himself as a "middle-of-the-road conservative," said his main concern was immigration.

"I think the last administration was remiss in bringing all the people in, the illegals," Mr. Langmaid said, adding that the country needed undocumented workers in the work force. "But the problem I have is when you bring one illegal in, they're going to bring in 10 of their relatives."

Others say the embrace of conservative politics is purely economic, even as Mr. Bessent has taken a leading, and sometimes uncomfortable, role in Mr. Trump's tariff push.

President Trump dancing to the Village People, who performed at his "Victory Rally" earlier this year. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


George Santos, the disgraced former Republican congressman who -- as a gay Latino Trump backer -- was once hailed by some as a sign of the party's inclusivity, joked that gay support for lower taxes made perfect sense, saying it would lead to more disposable income. "They do gay man math," said Mr. Santos, who was recently sentenced to more than seven years in federal prison. "That's one more Gucci, or whatever their poison is."

He added, more seriously: "I don't care that a commander in chief is pandering to my sexual orientation. I care that he's making my life sustainable."

Opposition to transgender issues has also galvanized online supporters like Arielle Scarcella, a lesbian who has spoken out repeatedly about what she sees as an irrational profusion of genders.

She said the Democrats -- and the broader gay rights movement -- had badly miscalculated on voicing support for "kids transitioning" and transgender women in women's sports.

"Leave the women and kids alone," she said, adding that if you mess "with the women and kids, your movement is going to die."

Gay rights leaders say the attacks on transgender issues are meant as a way to drive a wedge inside the L.B.G.T.Q. movement -- and inside the Democratic Party. And some well-known Democrats, including Gov. Gavin Newsom of California, have backed away from a defense of transgender athletes in recent months.

But Mr. Wolf, of the Human Rights Campaign, said he believed the second Trump administration saw "the acronym as one community," noting that "at the very same time they are trying to strip trans people of fundamental rights and freedoms, they're also defunding programs that are working to combat the H.I.V. epidemic."

"This administration has always believed that the entire community is antithetical to their agenda," he said. "And they have made that very clear."

Susan Beachy and Alain Delaqueriere contributed research.
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What Katie Sturino Wants You to Know About Her Body (and Yours, Too)

The influencer is still pushing brands to make bigger sizes and is publishing a new novel with a plus-size heroine. She is also losing weight, but that doesn't mean she's not "body neutral" anymore.

Katie Sturino is an influencer who has focused on a message of "body neutrality." In her new novel, the protagonist's biography bears a close resemblance to her own.



By Madison Malone Kircher



Jun 22, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Katie Sturino is not a black swimsuit type of gal.

As she wandered the racks at Bergdorf Goodman on a Thursday afternoon in late May, she wore a floral silk muumuu and a striped sweater, a bright green Hermes bag with candy-colored purse charms slung across her arm. She grabbed a stack of bathing suits -- patterns, colors, a baby blue tweed bikini with buttons at the waist -- and asked a sales associate hovering nearby if she could please grab them in the largest size the store has.

The associate eventually returned without the requested models, instead proffering up a scant handful of shirred, red one-piece options, adding, unasked, that they came in navy and black, too. They were too small, but Ms. Sturino politely tried one on anyway. It fit, if fitting means technically being able to pull a garment over one's body.

Ms. Sturino was unfazed, taking out her phone to snap a mirror selfie of the pair of us in matching vermilion Lycra.

It's a scene that's played out dozens of times -- both in her private life and in the videos she regularly broadcasts to more than 800,000 followers on Instagram: Ms. Sturino searching for clothes that fit her in major retailers, trying on a too-small option, and documenting the result.

It's also a scene that unfolds in the opening pages of her first novel, "Sunny Side Up," out on Tuesday. The book tells the story of a dog-obsessed public relations pro turned body-positivity influencer slash entrepreneur who built a social media audience by posting candidly about her life.

The protagonist's biography bears a close resemblance to that of Ms. Sturino -- a dog-obsessed public relations pro turned body-positivity influencer slash entrepreneur who built a social media audience by posting candidly about her life.

Ms. Sturino built a social media audience by posting candidly about her life. Katie Sturino

The protagonist in Ms. Sturino's novel also posts candidly about her life. Macmillan Publishers


But even in this autofiction-friendly moment, Ms. Sturino has repeatedly insisted that the frothy novel isn't really about her. Instead, she said, it's the story she was looking for but couldn't find after her first marriage ended, in 2016.

"I went back to old favorites like Bridget Jones or 'Sex and the City,' which, like, those characters are messy and I like that they're messy, but they're also not necessarily bringing in that body messaging that I'm looking for," Ms. Sturino, 44, said earlier that afternoon, over a shrimp salad at an upscale restaurant near her apartment in the Chelsea neighborhood of Manhattan (which also happens to be where her protagonist lives).

For more than a decade, Ms. Sturino has made a career out of "body messaging."

In 2015, when she started her blog The 12ish Style, which offered advice and shopping recommendations for women somewhere between straight-size and plus-size clothing, the body-positivity movement seemed ascendant, led by a mix of women's media, corporate brands and outspoken female celebrities. The movement notched some wins: Ashley Graham landed a Sports Illustrated swimsuit cover. American Eagle rolled out its Aerie Real campaign, which showed unretouched models of various sizes joyously strutting around in their undies. Instagram was awash in hashtags like #EveryBodyIsBeautiful.

"We had such a great 10 years of growth," Ms. Sturino said.

Now, though, her novel is arriving at a "weird" cultural moment.

Body-positive influencers have started not-so-mysteriously shrinking, sometimes -- but not always -- talking openly about the way Ozempic and other GLP-1 drugs have helped them lose weight. Those drugs "gave permission to people who didn't believe in that movement" to abandon inclusivity efforts, as Ms. Sturino sees it.

Ms. Sturino said she was currently taking a GLP-1 medication, though she was hesitant to discuss it.

"The thing that I fear is by talking about it that I will make people feel as though they need to do this drug also, and that is just something I never want to do," Ms. Sturino said, adding that some  test results had improved since taking the medication.

"I tried to change my own bloodwork using exercise and lifestyle changes for a couple years and that did not work," she said.

She worried her followers might feel abandoned.

In October 2023, Ms. Sturino spoke at an event focused on inclusivity in fashion. She said she has seen some "wins" but worries brands are backing away from wider size ranges. Tasos Katopodis/Getty Images


Elsewhere online, communities glamorizing eating disorders, including #SkinnyTok, have proliferated in a way that feels almost retro, reminiscent of the "thinspo" days on earlier platforms like Tumblr. On fashion runways, larger models are disappearing.

"It's hard when you put your whole heart and life and work and put yourself out there only for all of it, in a matter of -- let's be honest -- months to be completely ripped away," said Hunter McGrady, a plus-size model and friend of Ms. Sturino's. "It just goes to show we live in a society where bodies are trends."

Getting Into the Body Business

On Instagram, Ms. Sturino has the tone of a favorite camp counselor, a summer job she cherished as a teen. She is friendly in a no-nonsense kind of way. Women regularly DM her to share their personal stories, Ms. Sturino said. She exudes confidence, often posting videos in her underwear, performing what she calls a roll test by squatting in front of the camera and seeing if the waistband stays up.

She calls out brands who do not carry bigger sizes via a hashtag campaign she started called #MakeMySize where she posts content modeling ill-fitting clothing, like an Aritzia skirt, in the largest size the store carried in 2018, that wouldn't go past her thighs. It's a form of gentle public shaming that relies on Ms. Sturino's willingness to expose those sweaty, stressful fitting-room moments most would never choose to relive -- let alone broadcast. (Aritzia has since expanded its size offerings.)

She is adept in the patter of a millennial woman who came of age online and would probably be skewered by Gen Z for her defense of skinny jeans and occasional side part.

Her rise to mega-viral "body acceptance advocate," as her Instagram bio reads, is also a millennial story.

After graduating from the University of Wisconsin-Madison -- she was born and raised in the state -- with a degree in communications, Ms. Sturino moved to New York, where she got her start working an entry-level P.R. gig at Dolce & Gabbana.

Her boss took her aside one day at the office and informed Ms. Sturino that her preferred uniform of Uggs boots and a terry cloth Juicy Couture sweatshirt was not appropriate office attire.

"I was extremely on-trend, just in the wrong space," Ms. Sturino said, adding she started wearing black to blend in better. She was eventually let go. After a few more jobs, she decided to open her own business.

"I didn't want to be yelled at and I didn't want to be made to feel like an idiot for something that was not life or death," she said of the decision to strike out on her own.

She started her firm, Tinder PR (no relation to the dating app, though she said she eventually sold them her website domain for $50,000) and found internet fame as a dogager (that's dog-manager) running an Instagram account for her since departed Cavalier King Charles spaniel, Toast.

Ms. Sturino in 2016 with her since-departed dog, Toast. She originally found internet fame running a social media account for the dog. Richard Drew/Associated Press


In 2017, Ms. Sturino founded Megababe, a line of personal care products best known for its anti-chafing thigh stick and a powder for under-boob sweat. She showed off some products on "The View." ABC


She got the idea to start her blog, The 12ish Style, after she was featured on the fashion site Man Repeller. The 12ish got its first big break not long after, when Glamour called to do a feature on Ms. Sturino.

All of this was parlayed into her brand, Megababe, a line of personal care products best known for its anti-chafing thigh stick and a powder for under-boob sweat that Ms. Sturino founded in 2017. The brand, which sells in chain stores like Target, Walmart and Ulta, remains self-funded and is "profitable," Ms. Sturino said.

An animated ad for Megababe, showing a product meant to reduce ingrown hairs, played in the cab on our way to Bergdorf.

There is another spot in which Ms. Sturino is shouting at the camera, she said, adding in a whisper that she sometimes wonders if a cabdriver will recognize her voice when she gets in the car.

A multihyphenate who also had a podcast ("Boob Sweat"), nonfiction book ("Body Talk," an illustrated workbook about self-love) and Substack newsletter, Ms. Sturino said she was influenced by billionaire businesswomen like Sara Blakely, the founder of Spanx, and Jen Atkin, the celebrity hairstylist turned entrepreneur.

These days, a novel can be just another thing to add to an influencer's business portfolio, more a mark of prestige than a significant source of income for an internet star. For publishers, which have an increasingly symbiotic relationship with #BookTok, a book by an influencer with hundreds of thousands of followers has started to seem like a no-brainer.

Reading Ms. Sturino's novel is not dissimilar to scrolling her Instagram feed. Along with the obvious parallels to her life, the book is peppered with recognizable New York City locations and specific brand names. At one point, the fictional Sunny spells out a shopping discount code for readers in a familiar influencer style.

"I think pushing into a novel, but having that novel also sort of pushing back into a brand -- it feels very holistic," said Jennifer Weiner, the author of "Good in Bed," who also wrote a blurb for Ms. Sturino's book. (She calls Sunny, the main character, a "modern-day Bridget Jones without the toxic self-loathing.")

Ms. Sturino in Manhattan with one of her dogs. In addition to an apartment in Chelsea, she and her husband split their time between homes in Palm Beach and Wiscasset, Maine. Mark Elzey for The New York Times


Ms. Sturino said she worked with a ghostwriter. "I don't have the traditional path that a lot of people who write books have had and I needed help," she said, adding she felt "no shame or embarrassment about having a collaborator."

"I think that there's a big wall around literature and who can be a writer," Ms. Sturino said, adding, "There's just a lot of pretension."

'Free of Diet Culture'

For two years, Ms. Sturino was married to the influencer Josh Ostrovsky, better known online as the Fat Jewish.

"I wanted somebody who wanted to be with me and who, like, loved me," Ms. Sturino said of dating again after her 2016 divorce. "I mean, really low bar."

After the divorce, Ms. Sturino said she gained weight and discovered that if shopping for size 12s and 14s had been a challenge, shopping for larger sizes was all but impossible. But just a few years after she had started The 12ish Style, she found more brands had become size inclusive -- to an extent.

"When I needed a size 16, there were no size 16s. Since then you can find a size extra, extra large, or a 16 in a lot of collections that were not available back then," Ms. Sturino said. "That I take as a win, it's a small win."

"There are still like a lot of places to get good plus-size clothes, but some of the novelty places that you were like, 'Wow, they're extending their sizes, that's so exciting!,' those places are gone," she said.

She met her current husband, John, on Bumble in 2017. He showed up to their first date in jeggings.

He took her last name. Michael R. Bloomberg, the former mayor of New York City and a friend of Ms. Sturino's family, officiated their wedding two years later.

In addition to an apartment in Chelsea, the couple splits their time between homes in Palm Beach, Fla., and Wiscasset, Maine.

Ms. Sturino, with her husband, John. They met on Bumble in 2017.  Kevin Czopek/BFA.com, via Shutterstock


Ms. Sturino described her relationship and home life warmly, but in her work, she navigates the world with a "thick skin." It's a defense against those who see her body as unruly and offensive, as well as people who have cynically watched her for any sign that she is trying to shed pounds.

Now that she is speaking openly about using medication, Ms. Sturino said she isn't looking back negatively on her larger body.

"I have learned to address my new, old sizes with fresh eyes and a mind free of diet culture," Ms. Sturino wrote in a text message. "This took work. I don't celebrate the number going down on the scale, I don't rejoice in changing sizes and I do not look at my heavier body with disdain."

"We're not here to monitor the bodies of others," she said, at one point, of her work in general. "That's my whole point."

Still, there's a bit of cognitive dissonance between Ms. Sturino's ethos -- "weight is not news," she regularly reminds her followers -- and a personal brand that uses your body as the marketing material, whether for a thigh-chafe product or a novel.

In March 2024, Ms. Sturino criticized an ABC special hosted by Oprah Winfrey titled "Shame, Blame and the Weight Loss Revolution" in which Ms. Winfrey spoke with Sima Sistani, then the chief executive of Weight Watchers. Online, Ms. Sturino said she wished Ms. Sistani had apologized for the company's contributions to diet culture.

Ms. Sistani did eventually apologize, thanking Ms. Sturino for the push.

Now that she is speaking openly about using medication, Ms. Sturino said she isn't looking back negatively on her larger body. Mark Elzey for The New York Times


Later that year, Ms. Sturino sat down for her own interview with Ms. Winfrey in a different special, this one sponsored by Weight Watchers. Ms. Winfrey asked why Ms. Sturino, whose fandom was somewhat critical of her decision to participate, agreed to the interview.

"If we don't have this conversation, if we don't insert our voice into this conversation, someone else will: Someone else will make those decisions for us again," Ms. Sturino said. Ms. Sturino would also go on to host a podcast for the weight-loss brand.

And this summer, she is inserting her voice into the conversation in fictional form, too.

The book itself is lighter on the complexity of body neutrality -- Ms. Sturino's preferred term -- in 2025, and more focused on love. And beach wear.

Spoiler alert: The titular Sunny finds love in the end, both romantic and of the self-directed variety. She also creates a line of size-inclusive swimwear.

Maybe you can already see where this is going.

A few weeks before the release of "Sunny Side Up," Ms. Sturino announced that she, too, was creating a line of size-inclusive swimwear, a collection that eschews staid pieces and instead offers bikinis in bright stripes and patterns like hearts and tomatoes.

For those interested in a one-piece, Ms. Sturino designed one in a lime green Lurex.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/22/style/katie-sturino-novel-body-positivity.html
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Critic's Notebook


An Astounding Debut, and Other Highlights From American Ballet Theater

The Russian ballerina Olga Smirnova lit up the start of the company's six-week summer season. She wasn't alone.

Aran Bell, left, and Chloe Misseldine in "Swan Lake," which American Ballet Theater is celebrating with two runs this summer. Kyle Froman



By Gia Kourlas



Jun 25, 2025 at 10:01 AM

American Ballet Theater, now in its 85th year, opened its summer season at the Metropolitan Opera House by celebrating another anniversary: The company's "Swan Lake," by Kevin McKenzie, has turned 25.

While "Swan Lake" is a reliable seat filler, with two runs at either end of Ballet Theater's six-week season, its age is showing and its dramatic touches are more cloying than clever. Yet when a young dancer appears out of nowhere to freshen up the landscape, you perk up.

That was the case with Elisabeth Beyer, a member of the corps de ballet making her debut in the pas de trois. Her sparkling technique was amplified by her airy poise, long lines and the way music flowed out of her limbs with delicate, intuitive grace. The glamorous Sierra Armstrong, performing in another cast of the pas de trois -- and later as Zulma in "Giselle" -- moved richly, with velvety amplitude. This year, there were other memorable additions to "Swan Lake," notably a new Prince Siegfried in Michael de la Nuez and the return of a majestic Chloe Misseldine in the dual lead of Odette/Odile.

After the first of the two "Swan Lake" runs came Wayne McGregor's "Woolf Works," a flawed three-act ballet inspired by the writings of Virginia Woolf. Now, the company is deep into "Giselle," which on Saturday night made news by starring Olga Smirnova, the former Bolshoi ballerina who left Russia to join the Dutch National Ballet after Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022.

On Saturday night, she brought her astounding artistry to New York City as a guest artist opposite Daniel Camargo. It was one of the spotlight-worthy performances so far this season. Here is more on that and some others.

Olga Smirnova in 'Giselle'

Daniel Camargo, left, and Olga Smirnova in "Giselle." HELI


From the moment Smirnova stepped onstage, she was a seamless a dancer, making every gesture or grand movement not merely count but linger in a moment of floating suspense. Her slender fingers grazed Bathilde's dress, resulting in a wash of shy awe over her sculptural features. Then came her effortless, dizzying turns as she whirled into the Wilis, a tribe of women who have died before they were able to marry.

Smirnova's fluid epaulement and delicate hands have spellbinding qualities. In the mad scene, she was achingly beautiful while she pressed her palms to the sides of her cheeks, covering her ears with the wingspan of her fingers. It seemed like the blood was draining from her body, as if she had already started to enter the spirit realm.

She is an angelic Giselle, yet she gives unnatural qualities a natural aura. Dancing with Camargo -- his Count Albrecht, at first cavalier and confident, progressed subtly along a path toward grace -- she moved with a quiet rapture. Through Smirnova's uncanny, luminous Giselle, he found humility.

Chloe Misseldine in 'Swan Lake'

Misseldine as an alert and ferocious Odile in "Swan Lake." Emma Zordan


Although Misseldine's appearance in "Swan Lake" wasn't a debut, it was further proof that she, one of Ballet Theater's most singular dance artists, is in full bloom. A ballerina of youth and magnitude, she unveiled a more nuanced Odette this season, with regal authority and a vulnerable heart that lent pathos to the luxury of her line. Misseldine's scheming Odile was fun: alert, ferocious and even playful with a side eye so devious that you could understand why Prince Siegfried was in over his head.

But the broader performance was uneven. As Prince Siegfried, Aran Bell was a fine partner but gave Misseldine little in the way of drama, which at times warped the pace and made it seem like she was reacting more to her own imagination than his. (They revisit "Swan Lake" later this season, but before that, they pair up for "Giselle" on Saturday night, with Misseldine making her New York debut.)

Cassandra Trenary in 'Woolf Works'

Cassandra Trenary, left, and Herman Cornejo in "Woolf Works." HELI


At the end of the season, Trenary, a principal dancer of expressive depth, will leave Ballet Theater for the Vienna State Ballet under the artistic leadership of Alessandra Ferri. There aren't enough roles to go around at Ballet Theater, and she needs to dance. But she will be missed.

While "Woolf Works" is hindered by its goofy, cinematic Max Richter score, stretches of this ballet were given weight by the presence of Trenary, making her debut as Virginia Woolf/Older Clarissa. (Ferri originated the role at the Royal Ballet in London when the production premiered in 2015.) The interiority of Woolf's writing is at odds with much of McGregor's staging and choreography, but Trenary -- somber, contained, concise -- seemed to possess a sensory understanding of the words and how the emotions they provoke can be held within a body. Swept away by the waves, her tiny, haunting form was towering.

Michael de la Nuez in 'Swan Lake'

The young corps de ballet dancer Michael de la Nuez as Prince Siegfried in "Swan Lake." Nir Arieli


This young corps de ballet member showed up -- nobly -- for his debut as Prince Siegfried in "Swan Lake." Yes, he is green and, sure, his partnering needs work, but de la Nuez was heroic in his perseverance to put his ballerina first. Dancing opposite Gillian Murphy, the marvelous principal who retires next month, de la Nuez appeared onstage to a screaming crowd. He clung to his composure, perhaps aided by fellow company members whose encouraging smiles helped to will him back into his body and into his prince, fed and misled by heart-forward ardor.

De la Nuez was promising not only for the power of his dancing, but also for his naturalistic, commanding presence. His elegance was more than conveyed in his expressive legs and feet, not to mention his bounding jump and steady landings in arabesque. But what set him apart was his vulnerability. With heartbreaking dignity he seemed to shed, in real time, the parts of himself that were not useful to the task at hand: performing a major role with a venerable ballerina. De la Nuez can dance. The happy surprise is that he can feel -- and that he can transmit those feelings through the art of dance. It was so moving.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/25/arts/dance/american-ballet-theater-summer-season-2025.html
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A Film About a Murdered Russian Activist Takes Its Own Risks

The widely condemned killing of Natalya Estemirova is the subject of a documentary that those involved say needed to take heed of the dangers of speaking out.

Natalya Estemirova in an interview included in the documentary short film "Natasha," that depicts her work and describes her murder. Radio F Films



By Graham Bowley



Jun 25, 2025 at 10:03 AM

For a decade, Natalya Estemirova documented brutal human rights abuses in Chechnya. Her work led to her becoming one of the most prominent and respected human rights defenders working in that small predominantly Muslim region of Russia.

But on the morning of July 15, 2009, as she was leaving her apartment, she was abducted and murdered, crimes for which no one has been charged but are viewed by many as precipitated by her work.

Years later, filmmakers and former colleagues trying to tell her story encountered their own set of risks as they endeavored to draw attention to her heroism and the conditions that provoked it.

The resulting short 35-minute documentary, "Natasha," as Natalya was known, premiered this month at the Tribeca Film Festival.

Andrew Meier, one of the two producers and directors of the film, said he does not imagine it will be shown in Russia anytime soon.

"Even revisiting Natasha's work and Natasha's murder is a taboo, to put it mildly," he said in an interview. "It's one of the big cases you just don't talk about in Chechnya."

Only one of the people in the film was interviewed in Russia, and that was done discreetly owing to the safety concerns the filmmakers perceived about openly presenting Estemirova's story.

A scene from the film, that talks about Estemirova's life and was shown at the Tribeca Film Festival. Radio F Films


Other people they approached refused to be interviewed out of fear of retribution. Some people with footage of Estemirova declined to provide it, which became one factor that shortened the length of the film, once envisioned as a 90-minute documentary. Others who provided footage asked that their names not be listed on the credits, Meier said, as did some members of the crew that filmed in Russia.

Estemirova began her work in the 1990s, when she sought to bring attention to what rights groups said were the brutal methods, atrocities and lack of accountability in wars waged first by the Russian federal military and security forces against Chechen separatists and later by pro-Russian Chechen law enforcement officials operating under the control of the authoritarian leader of Chechnya, Ramzan Kadyrov. He was installed by the Kremlin to bring the turbulent region to heel and became a ruthless leader who exerts almost total control in Chechnya.

The documentary shows Estemirova's harrowing work cataloging kidnappings, disappearances and killings as her home descended into what the documentary depicts as a hell of lawlessness and tears.

"Why did I choose this kind of work?" she asks herself in the documentary. "Because at present, society in Chechnya is utterly broken and incapable of defending itself."

She was 51 when she died. Several men pushed her into a white car outside her apartment in Grozny, the Chechen capital. Hours later her body was found about 50 miles away, by the side of a highway in the neighboring republic of Ingushetia, with gunshot wounds to her head and chest.

Rights groups pointed the finger at the security forces that Estemirova had implicated in abuses.

Kadyrov called her killing a "monstrous crime"; government investigators blamed the insurgents, saying they sought to embarrass the Chechen government. In 2021, the European Court of Human Rights faulted Russia's government for failing to investigate her assassination but also ruled that the authorities could not be held directly responsible for the killing.

The film's creators, Meier and Mark Franchetti, are former journalists, Meier for Time magazine and Franchetti for the Sunday Times of London. Both lived and worked in Russia, where they knew Estemirova as a source. In revisiting her story, they wanted to tell a personal account of an ordinary woman and her difficult choices.

"We didn't want to make a single-issue film," Meier said. "It was always going to be about Chechnya, but in the background. In the foreground is a mother and daughter. We wanted to make it universal."

Franchetti said: "It really was about an ordinary woman. She was a schoolteacher who then becomes a remarkable person. This is a woman who has been completely forgotten or who was not very well known, and this was an attempt to make an honest film about her, who she was and why she mattered."

By making it a personal story, Franchetti and Meier said they hoped to pose a question relevant to anybody when the political context shifts around them: "If war broke out in your town, what would you do?"

Estemirova, who taught history, was a single mother living in Grozny when war came to Chechnya. But she decided to act when confronted with the murders and disappearances that occurred.

Some of her former pupils "were among the dead, the tortured and among the torturers," Franchetti said.

The filmmakers said they hoped to capture not only Estemirova's bravery in speaking out, but also the tension she had as a single mother in taking risks that could affect her daughter.  Radio F Films


The film is a tribute to Estemirova's work and bravery, but it's also about her relationship with her daughter, Lana, and the cost to Lana of a mother who took such great risks and persisted despite death threats. In the film, the mother describes taping her sister's address to Lana's back in case she, Natalya, is killed in a mortar attack. People would know where to send her daughter.

"My mom did everything in her power to preserve this illusion of normality," Lana Estemirova says in the film. "I didn't know the chaos and total lawlessness that surrounded her."

Yet the film describes the young girl waiting anxiously for her mother to return from her dangerous assignments. Lana was only 15 when Estemirova was murdered.

"She is not shown in the film as a perfect mother," Meier said. "She is a single mother and she has a daughter. Many people would choose to take care of her daughter, change her profession. She did not."

"Was it worth it?," Meier said "We don't answer that question."

The makers of the film said they couldn't travel to Chechnya to film because of the danger of making a documentary about Estemirova. They said some people who knew Estemirova and had fled the country declined to appear on camera because they were fearful of repercussions for them and for their families still in Chechnya. The filmmakers had to rely mainly on personal footage sourced from people who had fled Russia. They spent a year scouring hard drives, USB sticks and photograph collections.

Franchetti and Meier said they were careful to show those appearing in the film, like Lana, who now lives outside Russia, the final product so they were aware of the risk they were taking.

The filmmakers say that they believe their work is highly relevant today because it's where what they describe as President Vladimir V. Putin's rule of impunity began, at a time when Russia was still showing some signs that it might evolve into a functional democracy. Instead, they say Chechnya was the first place where Putin's government unleashed repressive tactics that have since been used to silence dissent in Russia and beyond.

Memorial, the Russian human rights organization Estemirova worked for, received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2022. But, as part of the clampdown on freedom of expression, it has been shut down by the Russian authorities.

The documentary includes interviews with Elena Milashina, a Russian investigative journalist who continued, like Estemirova, to shed light on what is happening in Chechnya. She was badly beaten in 2023.

In fighting the continuing tactics of repression, Meier said Milashina and the others who appear in the documentary, are "keeping the memory of Estemirova and what she stood for alive."
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After Trump's Election, a Troubled Meatpacker Makes a Stunning Comeback

JBS, a giant Brazilian firm once fined billions for bribery, is trading on the New York Stock Exchange. Some credit President Trump's era of deal-making for the company's success.

A JBS facility in Montenegro, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. JBS is the world's largest meatpacker.  Diego Vara/Reuters



By Ana Ionova
Reporting from Rio de Janeiro


Jun 25, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Less than a decade ago, the world's largest meatpacker was in trouble. The Brazilian brothers who ran it were behind bars, and their company, JBS, had been fined billions of dollars for bribing politicians in one of the biggest corruption cases in history.

Now, JBS, a Brazil-based company with operations around the globe and a huge slice of the U.S. meat market, has made a stunning comeback, even as it faces continuing court cases related to price-fixing, child labor and environmental crimes in the Amazon rain forest.

After years of attempts by JBS, U.S. regulators finally approved a public listing for the firm on the New York Stock Exchange, setting aside concerns about the company's business and protests from American beef producers, environmental groups and politicians across the political divide.

It is a major victory for JBS that provides it a big flow of capital and an American seal of approval. By trading on the world's biggest stock market, the company can now reach a large pool of U.S. investors and raise more cash by issuing and selling shares to investors.

But the timing is raising eyebrows. A U.S. firm owned by JBS made the single biggest donation, $5 million, to President Trump's inaugural committee, and the Brazilian company also doubled its spending on lobbying in the first three months of the year, a New York Times analysis of public records shows.

The donation and subsequent approval of JBS's listing by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, headed by a new chairman appointed by Mr. Trump as the president reduces the commission's independence, have fueled concerns from Democrats and watchdog groups that the firm's gift may have helped it win favor from the administration.

An assembly line at a JBS plant in Santana de Parnaiba, Brazil. The firm provides lunches to public schools in the United States. Paulo Whitaker/Reuters


It has also drawn questions over whether a climate of deal-making fostered by Mr. Trump might have helped a company with a troubled track record access American investors and consolidate its market dominance in the United States, Brazil and elsewhere.

"This is a longstanding dream of theirs," said Raquel Landim, a Brazilian television and online commentator who has written a book about JBS. "This listing is like the crown jewel in this comeback they are making."

JBS did not respond to emailed questions and a spokeswoman for the S.E.C. declined to comment.

Danielle Alvarez, a spokeswoman for Mr. Trump's inaugural committee, said the president "greatly appreciates his supporters and donors," but he "is not bought by anyone."

"Any suggestion otherwise is simply false," Ms. Alvarez added.

As one of four major meat companies in the United States, JBS holds millions of dollars in government contracts to supply public schools and food banks. In U.S. supermarkets, it sells beef, pork and chicken under brands like Swift, Pilgrim's Pride and Blue Ribbon.

JBS shares began trading on the New York Stock Exchange on June 13, giving JBS access to cheaper and plentiful financing at a time when it is charting ambitious plans to expand in Africa and the Middle East.

Experts said the S.E.C.'s core responsibility was ensuring firms trading on U.S. markets are being transparent, not determining if they are risk-free or worthy investments.

"As long as the company provides full and fair disclosure, it's up to the investors to decide," said Henry T.C. Hu, a securities law professor at the University of Texas.

Weighing issues like human rights or deforestation, Mr. Hu added, is "not within the classic role of the S.E.C."

A cattle on a farm near Vitoria do Xingu, Para, Brazil. The country is the world's largest exporter of beef. Bruno Kelly/Reuters


The agency did carry out new requirements last year under the Biden administration forcing companies to disclose details about their effect on the climate, but the rules prompted legal challenges and, in March, they were dropped by the S.E.C.'s new leadership. JBS is one of the world's biggest greenhouse gas emitters, with annual levels exceeding those of Italy, according to environmental watchdogs.

Following the S.E.C.'s approval of the listing, Senator Elizabeth Warren, Democrat of Massachusetts, sent a letter asking Pilgrim's Pride, a subsidiary of JBS, if it had donated to Mr. Trump's inauguration as part of a quid pro quo agreement. The $5 million donation exceeded the combined contributions of Amazon, Meta, Google and Apple's chief executive.

"The S.E.C.'s decision, made just months after the donation from Pilgrim's Pride, raises questions regarding undue influence," Ms. Warren wrote.

Large inauguration donations by companies are not prohibited by U.S. law, and there is no evidence that JBS or Pilgrim's Pride received favorable treatment because of the contribution.

Pilgrim's Pride, in a statement, said the gift was part of "a long bipartisan history of participating in the civic process."

Employees preparing salted meat at a JBS plant in Santana de Parnaiba, Brazil. Paulo Whitaker/Reuters


Analysts said the donation reflected a broader lobbying rush taking hold in Washington, as companies jostle to influence decision makers in the Trump administration.

"We're seeing more multinational companies seeking a better understanding of how they can navigate and influence policy," said David Tamasi, a veteran Washington lobbyist.

In the first three months of 2025, JBS spent twice as much on lobbying, both in-house and through proxy firms, as it did in the same time period in 2024, according to a Times analysis of expenditure data compiled by OpenSecrets, a nonpartisan watchdog group.

JBS has been scaling up its lobbying for years as it sought support for its listing. It retained lobbying firms with links to senators, set up a Washington office focused on government relations and hired strategists with government experience, like Karla Thieman, who served as chief of staff to Tom Vilsack, the former agriculture secretary.

Over the past year, JBS appears to have ratcheted up its efforts to forge closer ties to those in power, courting politicians in agricultural states and announcing new investments, including plans to spend $200 million on its beef processing plants in Texas and Colorado.

"Over time, JBS has been able to find levers of influence to pull," said Joe Maxwell, a founder of Farm Action, an advocacy group that opposes corporate monopolies in the agricultural sector. "And that has obviously put them in a good position."

A JBS plant in Santana de Parnaiba, Brazil. The company has ambitious plans to expand in the Middle East and Africa. Paulo Whitaker/Reuters


JBS started as a family-run slaughterhouse in rural Brazil in the 1950s and grew into one of the world's most powerful food companies, with its meat products reaching some 180 countries and bringing in revenues last year of $77 billion.

But the company's fortunes turned nearly a decade ago when it was implicated in a vast bribery scheme uncovered as part of a corruption probe known as Operation Car Wash that started in Brazil and cascaded across at least 12 countries. It toppled multinational companies and sent presidents and business executives to jail.

In 2017, JBS admitted to paying bribes to more than 1,800 officials in Brazil in exchange for government contracts and cheap financing from the country's development bank. The loans helped JBS enter the United States and purchase dozens of struggling American brands, turning it into a global behemoth.

Brazilian authorities eventually ordered the holding firm behind JBS to pay $3.2 billion in the biggest settlement ever in the country. In 2020, during Mr. Trump's first term in office, the U.S. Justice Department also fined the company hundreds of millions for violating anti-corruption laws related to Operation Car Wash.

The brothers who control JBS, Joesley and Wesley Batista, were briefly jailed as a result of the bribery scheme and stepped down from the company's board of directors.

It did not take long for JBS to recover. Finding that prosecutors and investigators had behaved improperly, a Brazilian judge in 2023 revoked the $3.2 billion fine and, last year, both Batista brothers were reinstated as directors.

A JBS office in Australia. The firm's meat products reach some 180 countries and brought in revenues last year of $77 billion.  Patrick Hamilton/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Still, JBS has continued to face persistent accusations of unsavory practices. In 2023, a Brazilian state sued JBS after the authorities found the company was buying cattle raised in an illegally deforested reserve.

Investigators have also found that migrant children as young as 13 were working overnight cleaning shifts at JBS slaughterhouses in the United States. The company agreed this year to pay $4 million as part of a settlement with the U.S. Labor Department.

In February, JBS also agreed to pay $83.5 million to settle a class-action suit accusing the company of conspiring with other meatpackers to reduce U.S. beef supplies in order to artificially inflate prices.

In both cases, JBS settled without admitting any wrongdoing.

Until now, the company's track record cast a shadow over its pitch to American investors. In 2023, a bipartisan group of 15 senators urged the S.E.C. to reject the company's plans to list in the United States, citing JBS's links to market manipulation and deforestation in Brazil.

Mighty Earth, an environmental advocacy group, estimates the company and its subsidiaries face several billion in continuing criminal, civil, tax and labor cases.

Yet the mood has now shifted, and observers worry JBS may be under less scrutiny moving forward because U.S. disclosure rules are more lax for foreign companies.

And JBS could use its new access to American markets to gain more of the global meat market, hurting small farmers, said Mr. Maxwell of Farm Action. "What are they going to do with that money?" he said. "We're going to be watching."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/25/world/americas/brazil-meatpacker-jbs-trump-nyse.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Iran's Attack on a U.S. Base in Qatar Is a Nightmare Come True for Gulf States

The countries have long worried about being sucked into regional war as they juggle relations with Washington, their security guarantor, while seeking to improve ties with Tehran.

Iran fired missiles at an American military base in Doha, Qatar, on Monday, in response to U.S. strikes against Iranian nuclear sites. Karim Jaafar/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Vivian Nereim
Reporting from Riyadh, Saudi Arabia


Jun 25, 2025 at 02:15 PM

Doha, the quiet capital of Qatar, is usually known for public safety and manicured malls. So the panicked scenes there on Monday after Iran fired more than a dozen missiles at an American military base near the city were unlike anything its residents had seen.

Smoking and blackened shrapnel fell from the sky. Interceptors that collided with the missiles and exploded midair were visible from The Pearl Island, a man-made land mass filled with high-end apartments. Shoppers heard loud booms, and screamed and sprinted for cover in the Villaggio Mall, where gondoliers ply an indoor canal.

Lynus Yim, a 22-year-old tourist from Hong Kong who was visiting the mall, said he thought there had been a terrorist attack until he ran outside and saw the missiles. "I thought that I might not make it through yesterday, because I've never been in a situation like that," he said by phone a day after the attacks.

The operation was telegraphed by Iran and no one was killed. Still, the attack that Iran launched in response to the American bombing of its nuclear sites on Sunday was a nightmare for the Gulf states, which include Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait and Oman.

Despite years of efforts to build bridges with Iran, curry favor with President Trump and establish their capitals as business-friendly havens in a volatile Middle East, they have found themselves sucked into a conflict that they have sought to avoid.

"It leaves the Gulf in a really uncomfortable spot," said Dina Esfandiary, Middle East geoeconomics lead at Bloomberg Economics. "Their absolute worst fear came true: They were caught in the middle of an escalation between Iran and the U.S."

People film projectiles flying over Doha, Qatar after Iran launched an attack on a U.S. military base near the city. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Gulf foreign ministers gathered in Doha on Tuesday for an emergency meeting to discuss the attack. The six countries all rely on the United States as their security guarantor, and host tens of thousands of American military personnel and several major American bases.

There has not been a war on their lands since Saddam Hussein, the former leader of Iraq, invaded Kuwait in 1990, and their governments have cultivated reputations as safe destinations for international tourists and investors. But the monarchs that rule the Gulf states have long feared and attempted to counter security threats from Iran, even as they cultivated ties with their neighbor.

Qatar and Oman have particularly friendly relations with Tehran. After the attack, Iranian president Masoud Pezeshkian spoke to the emir of Qatar and expressed "his regret," Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani, Qatar's prime minister, said in a news conference on Tuesday.

Saudi Arabia and Bahrain have had more antagonistic relationships with Iran, and went as far as severing diplomatic ties in 2016. The Emirati government has an especially complex position, as it is wary of the security threat posed by Iran but is also one of its largest trading partners.

Those tensions have sometimes led to confrontations, such as in Yemen, where Saudi Arabia and the Emirates waged a disastrous bombing campaign against the Iran-backed Houthi militia in the 2010s.

The Gulf states are fearful that Iran could obtain a nuclear weapon, although they have called for the country to be dealt with through diplomacy rather than military action. There is also a sectarian dimension to the divide. Several of the Gulf royal families, who are Sunni Muslim, are wary of Shiite-majority Iran exporting its revolutionary ideology to the Shiite citizens among their populations to foment unrest.

"We have been living next to Iran for years and for centuries," said Abdulkhaleq Abdulla, an Emirati political scientist. "We know how difficult Iran is."

Last week, when Saudi, Bahrain and Emirati officials met with a bipartisan delegation of U.S. congressional representatives, they mentioned that one of their biggest worries was that Iran-backed militias could target the U.S. forces based in their countries, said Representative Jimmy Panetta, Democrat of California.

Such a scenario would draw attention to the heavy American military presence that Gulf rulers host -- a sensitive issue for their citizens. But it would also mean that their region becomes "essentially a pawn, or the arena for these tensions to play out," Ms. Esfandiary said.

With the help of American defense systems, all but one of the missiles shot at Qatar were intercepted. Hours later, the emirate announced that it had helped Mr. Trump broker a cease-fire between Iran and Israel.

"We hope for this issue to be contained as soon as possible and for this chapter to be behind us," Sheikh Mohammed said during the news conference.

Qatari prime minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani in Doha on Tuesday Karim Jaafar/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


But the attack highlighted the vulnerability of the Gulf countries, despite their wealth and security ties with the United States. Warning sirens sounded across Bahrain and the airspace over Dubai, one of the world's biggest aviation hubs, was closed.

"For decades we've been calling out that this is a possibility that we've tried to avert," said Bader Al-Saif, an assistant professor of history at Kuwait University.

The attack on the Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar evoked memories of an Iran-backed drone assault that hit energy facilities in Saudi Arabia in 2019, briefly knocking out half of the kingdom's oil production. That attack, which took place during Mr. Trump's first term, is often cited by Saudi officials as the moment when they realized that American protection only went so far, pushing them to reach out diplomatically to Iran. The countries re-established relations in 2023.

The Emirates and Bahrain have also been warming to Iran and the attack in Qatar is unlikely to derail that rapprochement.

"Reaching out to Iran, no matter what, is the policy, is the strategy, is the future course," said Mr. Abdulla.

Qatar closed its airspace after the Iranian attacks, stranding passengers at the international airport in Doha. Reuters


At the same time, the attack has underscored the Gulf countries' reliance on the United States -- a dependency with which their rulers are not entirely comfortable.

Just a few years ago, Saudi and Emirati officials spoke about a multipolar world and the necessity of developing a more independent foreign policy as they contemplated an American retreat from the Middle East. Now, it is clear that the United States is "back in the region in the strongest way possible," Mr. Abdullah said.

"I think we are stuck with the unipolar world," he said. "There are competing emerging powers, but it is still pretty much Washington that calls the shots."

Ismaeel Naar contributed reporting from Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Sanjana Varghese from London and Arijeta Lajka from New York.
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Iran Casts Cease-Fire as Proof That Its Military Has Prevailed

Officials in Iran were claiming victory, saying that its armed forces had imposed a truce on Israel. But defeat seemed a more accurate reading of recent events.

In Tehran on Tuesday. Israeli airstrikes have wiped out much of the Iranian military's top brass, and destroyed Iran's air defenses and some of its nuclear and missile facilities. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times



By Leily Nikounazar and Vivian Yee



Jun 24, 2025 at 12:56 PM

To hear the Iranian establishment tell it on Tuesday morning, the Islamic Republic had just pulled off a spectacular feat: launching an attack so crushing that the country's mighty enemies, Israel and the United States, had been forced to submit.

"Defeat of the Zionist enemy," ran the chyron on Iran's state TV network on Tuesday morning as it broadcast news that Israel and Iran had agreed to a cease-fire. State news agencies published a fanfare-laden statement by the Iranian national security council saying that Tehran and the "dazzling power" of its military were "imposing a cease-fire" on Israel by striking a U.S. air base in Qatar and other targets. By evening, state TV was broadcasting images of a victory rally in Tehran.

But defeat seemed a more accurate reading of recent events -- not just defeat, but the kind of battering that leaves a question mark hanging over the future of Iran's nearly half-century-old theocratic regime.

The 12-day war began with a barrage of Israeli airstrikes on Iran that wiped out much of the Iranian military's top brass, destroyed its air defenses and degraded some of its nuclear and missile facilities. Subsequent Israeli attacks killed at least 600 Iranians, including children, according to Iranian authorities, and clogged the roads out of Tehran with panicked, fleeing civilians. And American airstrikes on three Iranian nuclear sites damaged, or may have destroyed, key parts of the country's nuclear program, a longstanding symbol for the ruling establishment of strength and resistance to Western pressure.

Attacks of such breadth and depth on Iranian soil were possible because Iran had already suffered a series of blows, failures and missteps over the last 20 months: The crumpling of Hezbollah and Hamas, two of its main militia partners in the Middle East. The fall of the Assad regime in Syria. The crippling of Iranian air defenses in previous tit-for-tat military exchanges with Israel.

People attending a patriotic rally on Tuesday in Tehran. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


With those air defenses now mostly gone, Israel could do what it wanted in the skies over Iran, with Yechiel Leiter, Israel's ambassador to the United States, claiming "near-air superiority" in a social media post two days into the war. Iran's vulnerability likely made a cease-fire an attractive option to its leadership, analysts said.

"If it's as dire as it looks from the outside, they've really lost this war, and 'this war' isn't just this small war, but this generational war they've fought for the last 30 years" against Israel, said Afshon Ostovar, an Iran military expert at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, Calif.

While Iran's nuclear program was dealt a serious setback, Western intelligence officials know neither how much of Iran's uranium stockpile is left nor what military capabilities it retains.

Iran's overall loss does not mean the end of clerical rule in Iran. The regime "can find another way forward," Mr. Ostovar said.

In private, Iranian officials described the strike on the American base as a face-saving effort to make a show of retaliation while avoiding an unwinnable war with the United States.

In public, officials projected swagger, emphasizing displays of Iranian might: first, Iranian missile barrages into Israeli towns that sent Israelis ducking into bomb shelters, destroyed buildings and killed 28 people; then, the missile strike on Monday on the installation in Qatar, Al Udeid Air Base, though Iran gave advance warning of the attack through intermediaries and there were no casualties in the strike.

A retired Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps naval commander, Gen. Hossein Alaei, told ISNA, a state news agency, that Iran had been able not only to withstand Israeli attacks but also to force Israel and the United States to retreat.

"In such circumstances, the warmongering Trump chose to accept a cease-fire and rein in the bloodthirsty Netanyahu," General Alaei said, according to ISNA.

Despite losing its top commanders, Iran proved it still had the capacity to strike Israel, General Alaei said. He added that the United States had entered the war only because "it became clear that Israel was unable to defeat Iran."

Tehran was largely quiet on Tuesday, after 12 days of strikes by Israel. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


Iran's eagerness to claim victory and move on without prolonging the conflict might signal a willingness to talk terms with the Trump administration, perhaps continuing the negotiations over limits to its nuclear program that the two sides were engaged in before Israel attacked.

Rhetoric aside, analysts said the real damage Iran managed to inflict on Israel -- and the possibility that it might have more military capacity in reserve -- might give it some leverage to avoid a total capitulation in such talks.

But with its legitimacy resting on a narrative of resistance to Israel and the West, Iran's leadership will not be able to accept the "unconditional surrender" that President Trump demanded on social media last week, analysts say.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the supreme leader, may be vulnerable to internal finger-pointing and potentially even replacement in the wake of the conflict, analysts said. And there is a possibility that more moderate voices could succeed in urging Iran to curb its aggressive foreign policy and focus on improving its economy, they said.

That is what many Iranians, who despise their theocratic leadership, would prefer. It is hard to gauge public opinion in Iran, where independent and foreign media face restrictions and polling is limited, but on social media at least, few except hard-line supporters of the regime appeared to be buying its triumphalist narrative on Tuesday.
Some Iranians expressed hope that the fear and destruction would finally end and criticized the leadership's failure to protect the country. Others even regretted that the war had not brought about the regime's fall.

"Many rejoiced, while others were profoundly disappointed, as they had hoped for regime change in Iran," said Soheil, 37, an engineer in Isfahan, speaking of his colleagues. He asked to be identified only by his first name while criticizing the government, which has jailed many critics.

But it is the support of its hard-line base that matters to the leadership. That would give Iran an incentive to harden in the long run, perhaps pursuing its nuclear program again after a period of taking stock and rebuilding, analysts said.

If Iran's leadership does choose to become more hawkish and reactionary, many Iranians fear that it could crack down even more harshly on internal dissent.
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News Analysis


The Bombing of Iran May Teach an Unwelcome Lesson on Nuclear Weapons

Will America's pre-emptive strike discourage other countries from pursuing a weapon -- or just the opposite?

A poster depicting Iranian scientists creating the country's first hypersonic ballistic missile, on a street in Tehran last year. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times



By Mark Landler
Mark Landler reported on nuclear negotiations between the United States and Iran as a White House correspondent during the Obama administration.


Jun 25, 2025 at 05:01 AM

It has been nearly two decades since any country elbowed its way into the club of nuclear-armed nations. President Trump, with his bombing of three Iranian nuclear installations last weekend, has vowed to keep the door shut.

Whether Mr. Trump's pre-emptive strike will succeed in doing that is hard to predict, so soon after the attack and the fragile cease-fire that has followed. But already it is stirring fears that Iran, and other countries, will draw a very different conclusion than the one the White House intended: that having a bomb is the only protection in a threatening world.

The last country to get one, North Korea, has never faced such an attack. After years of defying demands to dismantle its nuclear program, it is now viewed as largely impregnable. Mr. Trump exchanged friendly letters with its dictator, Kim Jong-un, and met him twice in a fruitless effort to negotiate a deal. In Iran's case, Mr. Trump deployed B-2 bombers just weeks after making a fresh diplomatic overture to its leaders.

"The risks of Iran acquiring a small nuclear arsenal are now higher than they were before the events of last week," said Robert J. Einhorn, an arms control expert who negotiated with Iran during the Obama administration. "We can assume there are a number of hard-liners who are arguing that they should cross that nuclear threshold."

Iran would face formidable hurdles to producing a bomb even if it made a concerted dash for one, Mr. Einhorn said, not least the knowledge that if the United States and Israel detect such a move, they will strike again. It is far from clear that Iran's leaders, isolated, weakened and in disarray, want to provoke them.

The Fordo nuclear enrichment facility in Iran, after U.S. strikes, on Sunday, shown in a satellite image released by Maxar Technologies. Maxar Technologies, via Associated Press


Yet the logic of proliferation looms large in a world where the nuclear-armed great powers -- the United States, Russia and China -- are viewed as increasingly unreliable and even predatory toward their neighbors. From the Persian Gulf and Central Europe to East Asia, analysts said, nonnuclear countries are watching Iran's plight and calculating lessons they should learn from it.

"Certainly, North Korea doesn't rue the day it acquired nuclear weapons," said Christopher R. Hill, who led lengthy, ultimately unsuccessful, talks with Pyongyang in 2007 and 2008 to try to persuade it to dismantle its nuclear program.

The lure of the bomb, Mr. Hill said, has become stronger for America's allies in the Middle East and Asia. Since World War II, they have sheltered under an American security umbrella. But they now confront a president, in Mr. Trump, who views alliances as incompatible with his vision of "America First."

"I'd be very careful with the assumption that there is a U.S. nuclear umbrella," said Mr. Hill, who served as ambassador to South Korea, Iraq, Poland, and Serbia under Democratic and Republican presidents. "Countries like Japan and South Korea are wondering whether they can rely on the U.S."

Support for developing nuclear weapons has risen in South Korea, though its newly elected president, Lee Jae-myung, has vowed to improve relations with North Korea. In 2023, President Joseph R. Biden Jr. signed a deal with Seoul to involve it more in nuclear planning with the United States, in part to head off a push by South Korean politicians and scientists to develop their own nuclear weapons capability.

North Koreans in Pyongyang watching government footage purportedly showing a rocket launch in 2017. Kim Won-Jin/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In Japan, the public has long favored disarmament, a legacy of the American atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945. But it has begun debating whether to store nuclear weapons from the United States on its soil, as some members of NATO do. Shinzo Abe, a former prime minister, said that if Ukraine had kept some of its Soviet-era bombs, it might have avoided a Russian invasion.

President Vladimir V. Putin's threats to use tactical nuclear weapons early in that conflict gave pause to the Biden administration about how aggressively to arm the Ukrainian military. It also deepened fears that other revisionist powers could use nuclear blackmail to intimidate their neighbors.

The lesson of Ukraine could end up being, "If you have nuclear weapons, keep them. If you don't have them yet, get them, especially if you lack a strong defender like the U.S. as your ally and if you have a beef with a big country that could plausibly lead to war," wrote Bruce Riedel and Michael E. O'Hanlon, analysts at the Brookings Institution, a research group in Washington, in 2022.

Saudi Arabia, an ally of the United States and archrival of Iran, has watched Tehran's nuclear ambitions with alarm. Experts say it would feel huge pressure to develop its own weapon if Iran ever obtained one. The United States has tried to reassure the Saudis by dangling assistance to a civil nuclear program, but those negotiations were interrupted by Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza.

And yet, for all the predictions of a regional arms race, it has yet to occur. Experts say that is a testament to the success of nonproliferation policies, as well as to the checkered history of countries that pursued weapons.

The Middle East is a messy landscape of dashed nuclear dreams. Iraq, Syria and Libya all had their programs dismantled by diplomacy, sanctions or military force. In the category of cautionary tales, Libya's is perhaps the most vivid: Muammar el-Qaddafi gave up his weapons of mass destruction in 2003. Eight years later, after a NATO-backed military operation toppled his government, he crawled out of a drainpipe to face a brutal death at the hands of his own people.

President George W. Bush in 2004, viewing some of the materials turned over by Libya as part of its agreement to give up its weapons and missile programs. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Iran's strategy of aggressively enriching uranium, while stopping short of a bomb, did not ultimately protect it either.

"To the extent that people are looking at Iran as a test case, Trump has shown that its strategy is not a guarantee that you will prevent a military attack," said Gary Samore, a professor at Brandeis University who worked on arms control negotiations in the Obama and Clinton administrations.

Mr. Samore said it was too soon to say how the Israeli and American strikes on Iran would affect the calculus of other countries. "How does this end?" he said. "Does it end with a deal? Or is Iran left to pursue a nuclear weapon?"

Experts on proliferation are, by nature, wary. But some are trying to find a silver lining in the events of the last week. Mr. Einhorn said that in delivering on his threat to bomb a nuclear-minded Iran, Mr. Trump had sent a reassuring message to American allies facing their own nuclear insecurities.

"In Moscow, Pyongyang and Beijing," Mr. Einhorn said, "they've taken notice not just of the reach and capacity of the U.S. military, but the willingness of this president to use that capability."
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China Tightens Controls on Fentanyl but Calls It a U.S. Problem 

Two chemicals used to make the powerful opioid will be more strictly regulated, but an official said it was "the United States' responsibility to solve the issue."

Using fentanyl at a California encampment last year. The Trump administration says China hasn't done enough to keep the drug out of the United States. Meridith Kohut for The New York Times
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China has strengthened controls on two chemicals that can be used to make fentanyl, its latest step in addressing an issue that has become tangled in its broader trade dispute with the United States. 

The Trump administration has accused Beijing of not doing enough to stem the flow of fentanyl, a powerful synthetic opioid, into the United States, where it kills tens of thousands of Americans each year. Earlier this year, the administration cited the issue as it imposed tariffs totaling 20 percent on Chinese goods.

This week, six Chinese government agencies said they had added two chemicals, 4-piperidone and 1-Boc-4-piperidone, to a list of so-called precursor chemicals, or base ingredients, for fentanyl that would be more strictly controlled, according to a joint statement. 

The move "demonstrates China's sincerity in wanting to work with the United States on this issue," said Yun Sun, the director of the China program at the Stimson Center, a Washington research institute.

The new restrictions, which take effect on July 20, were announced days after China's minister of public security, Wang Xiaohong, met with David Perdue, the recently appointed U.S. ambassador to China, in Beijing last week to discuss efforts to fight drug trafficking. 

The United States has accused Chinese producers of supplying drug cartels with the ingredients to make fentanyl, which the cartels smuggle into the United States. 

China has maintained, however, that it is not responsible for America's fentanyl crisis, which it says is rooted in the abuse of prescription painkillers and ineffective regulation in that country. 

"We've repeatedly made it clear that fentanyl is the United States' problem, not China's," Guo Jiakun, a spokesman for China's Foreign Ministry, said on Tuesday. "It's the United States' responsibility to solve the issue."

The tariffs imposed by the Trump administration over fentanyl are still in place, even though overall levies on Chinese goods came down to 55 percent from 145 percent or more in May, after the two countries agreed to a truce in their trade war.

Chinese restrictions on its exports of crucial minerals recently threatened to derail that detente, but President Trump and China's top leader, Xi Jinping, agreed to revive trade talks during a call this month. The two leaders also discussed the possibility of meeting in China. 

Wu Xinbo, the dean of the Institute of International Studies at Fudan University in Shanghai, said that China would like to host Mr. Trump, but that it depended on progress made on disputes over trade and issues like fentanyl. 

Another option, Mr. Wu said, could be for the two leaders to meet on the sidelines of the annual Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Seoul, which starts in late October. Mr. Xi usually attends the summit, and American presidents have typically done so, but neither leader has said whether he will participate in this one. 

Berry Wang contributed research.
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Four Astronauts Lift Off on Axiom Mission to the I.S.S.

Sponsored by governments but ferried by a private company, astronauts from Hungary, India and Poland are going to the space station for the first time.

Video: Axiom-4 Mission Takes Off for the I.S.S.

Hungary, India and Poland sent astronauts to the International Space Station for the first time by paying Axiom Space for the journey.


By Jacey Fortin and Pragati K.B.



Jun 25, 2025 at 05:01 AM

A roaring Falcon 9 rocket propelled four people toward the International Space Station on Wednesday morning, including astronauts from Hungary, India and Poland -- three countries that have never sent anyone to the orbiting laboratory before.

It is the fourth mission chartered by Axiom Space, a Houston company that has been at the forefront of an emerging era in government-sponsored space travel. The company allows countries to purchase rides -- like airline tickets, but much more expensive -- rather than build their own rockets.

It is a useful service for countries that do not have a space program, but it can also be helpful to those that do. Capt. Shubhanshu Shukla, the Indian astronaut who is the pilot and group captain for Axiom's fourth mission, aims to use his experience on this trip to help India become the fourth country to independently launch people into space.

Two other customers on this mission, known as Axiom-4, are working as mission specialists: Slawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski, a scientist and engineer from Poland who has worked at the European Organization for Nuclear Research, or CERN, in Geneva, and Tibor Kapu, a mechanical engineer from Hungary. Each man's country is sponsoring his flight.

The mission commander, Peggy Whitson, who is from the United States and retired from NASA, has served as the I.S.S. commander two times and was the first woman to take on that role. She is Axiom's director of human spaceflight, and she also led the company's second mission to the International Space Station in 2023.

After a journey in the same Crew Dragon capsule built by Elon Musk's SpaceX that carries NASA astronauts to orbit, the Axiom crew is scheduled to arrive at the space station on Thursday morning. Once there, they are expected to stay for about two weeks. They will conduct research for dozens of scientific studies on behalf of 31 nations, including not only the astronauts' home countries but also Saudi Arabia, Brazil, Nigeria and others.

The Axiom mission will be the second human spaceflight for an astronaut from India. The first was in 1984, when Rakesh Sharma made his way to space on a Soviet spacecraft.

While Captain Shukla is not the first Indian astronaut, his trip to orbit is an important step in his country's pursuit of a new era in spaceflight. Gaganyaan, a national program that could launch a crewed mission as early as 2027, would make India the fourth country to independently launch people into space, after the Soviet Union (later Russia), the United States and China.

India has already mounted a Mars orbiter mission and has successfully landed a robotic spacecraft in the moon's southern polar region.

Human spaceflight is the country's next frontier. The Gaganyaan program has faced delays and could conduct its first uncrewed test flight this year. Last year, the company announced that four astronauts were training to participate in the first mission with people aboard.

Captain Shukla, 39, a test pilot for the Indian Air Force, was one of them. And his experience with Axiom, including adapting to microgravity and practicing spaceflight operations, launch protocols and emergency preparedness, will inform his work on the Indian program.

India's Department of Space has said in a statement that the astronaut's Axiom journey "is more than just a flight -- it's a signal that India is stepping boldly into a new era of space exploration."

While the country's space program has been active since the 1960s, it has steadily advanced homegrown technologies for getting to orbit and beyond.

For any country to call itself a space-faring nation, said B.R. Guruprasad, a science writer and former assistant director of the Indian Space Research Organization, it must have "end-to-end capabilities," which he defined as the ability to design, develop, test, build and launch spacecraft, as well as manage them in orbit.

"India has excelled in all these domains," he added, with human spaceflight being the next one.

Captain Shukla said in an Axiom video that he had looked up to Mr. Sharma for much of his life. Now, he added, "it is my sincere endeavor, through my mission, to inspire an entire generation back home."

In Lucknow, where Captain Shukla is from, students have been visiting his family's home and taking selfies with posters that adorn the city, according to his sister, Suchi Mishra, 43. "He is a celebrity here," she said.

Axiom has been sending paying customers for stays of about two weeks at the International Space Station since 2022, and it has catered to wealthy space tourists in the past. But this mission, like the last one, was focused on ferrying trained astronauts into space.

The United States government has been increasingly amenable to the incursion of private enterprise. In 2019, NASA opened up its part of the space station to visitors, a reversal from earlier policies.

Axiom has also been helping to make new spacesuits for NASA, which led to a collaboration with Prada last year in preparation for a moon landing during the Artemis III mission, no earlier than 2027.

The company has made plans to develop its own space station, too. The I.S.S. is set to be retired as soon as 2030, and Axiom is one of a group of potential commercial outposts in orbit that could take the station's place.
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A Year After an International Force Landed, Haiti Is No Closer to Peace

It's been one year since an international police force was sent to take on gangs that have terrorized Haiti, but its funding and future are uncertain.

Kenyan police officers, members of the Multinational Security Support mission, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, last year. Adriana Zehbrauskas for The New York Times



By Frances Robles
Reporting from Florida


Jun 25, 2025 at 09:27 PM

The clock is ticking on an international police force sent to restore order in Haiti. Money is running out, and bodies are piling up.

The Multinational Security Support mission, a force of mostly Kenyan police officers known as the M.S.S., arrived in Haiti one year ago, intent on pulling Haiti out of the clutches of gang chaos.

Its United Nations mandate expires in October, and its funding runs out in September, but the Trump administration has yet to say whether it plans to continue providing financial support to the force.

The approaching deadlines loom large over Haiti, where gangs still control most of the capital, Port-au-Prince, and have spread to areas outside the city, displacing 1.3 million people. More than 5,600 people were killed last year.

Experts say increasing the size and funding of the international force is Haiti's only hope, and its slow progress tackling violence is a direct result of the international community's failure to step up and provide more help.

The Trump administration's wavering underscores an administration occupied by crises in different parts of the world, where Haiti seems to be a low priority, the analysts said.

"Haiti is falling apart," said Nathalye Cotrino, a senior researcher for Human Rights Watch. "I don't know what more they want to happen in Haiti."

The situation is bleak.

Kenyan members of the security force patrolling in Port-au-Prince last year. Adriana Zehbrauskas for The New York Times


A coalition of gangs attacked Port-au-Prince last year, launching a coordinated offensive on prisons, hospitals and police stations. The airport has been closed to international flights since November, after gangs shot at passing aircraft.

Unwilling to send its own forces, the United States proposed the international mission, which was staffed mostly by Kenyans but with contributions from other countries.

It took months for the force to reach its current staffing level of about 1,000 officers. It was supposed to be 2,500.

"It lacks sufficient equipment and technology, and countries have not contributed as planned," said Gedeon Jean, executive director of Center for Analysis and Research in Human Rights in Haiti. 

Asked whether it planned to renew the mission's funding, the State Department released a statement that did not answer the question.

"The United States continues to provide lifesaving medevac, critical equipment, training, transportation, and logistical support to the MSS mission and" the Haitian police, the statement said.

The United States has been the mission's single-largest contributor, providing $835 million in financial and in-kind support, including $150 million in foreign assistance for logistics support and equipment, $60 million worth of material and services and up to $625 million to sustain the mission's compound, the statement said.

"The mission as currently constructed will not be enough," Secretary of State Marco Rubio said earlier this year.

Mr. Rubio has said the Organization of American States should take a more active role leading a military-style mission, but that group is meeting this week and no such proposal is on the agenda.

Kenyan police patrolling in Port-au-Prince last year. Most of the city is under gang control. Adriana Zehbrauskas for The New York Times


Albert Ramdin, the secretary general of the Organization of American States, said it would present a robust plan to address Haiti's security, humanitarian and economic crisis by the end of July.

"Abandoning Haiti is not acceptable," he said in a statement.

The M.S.S. mission commander, Godfrey Otunge, referred questions to his spokesman, who did not respond to requests for comment. Mr. Otunge said he would address questions at a speech Thursday in Port-au-Prince marking the mission's anniversary.

In an interview last fall, Mr. Otunge stressed the team's accomplishments, such as clearing gangs from the airport and Port-au-Prince's seaport.

Three of its officers have died in battle, and the force played a key role working with the Haitian National Police to stop the gang offensive in Kenscoff, a community outside Petion-Ville, near the capital, said William O'Neill, the United Nations' expert on human rights for Haiti.

"The M.S.S. has been fighting with one hand tied behind its back," Mr. O'Neill said. "It lacks key equipment like helicopters, surveillance drones, vehicles appropriate for Haiti's terrain."

The M.S.S. has been credited with isolated advances, but it has struggled to retain them. It has never managed to retake any community controlled by gangs and no gang leaders have been captured or killed, according to an analysis by the International Crisis Group, a Belgium-based think tank that aims to solve global conflicts.

At least four massacres have taken place since October, claiming 500 lives, the United Nation's panel of experts on Haiti noted in a recent memo to the Security Council. Haiti's government and the M.S.S., it said, had "failed to respond effectively," and the international force's limited presence on the street has allowed vigilantism to grow.

A proposal for a full U.N. peacekeeping operation faltered, because Russia and China, which have veto power on the Security Council, objected.

The U.N. Secretary General had proposed that the U.N. should beef up the M.S.S. funding, but no vote has taken place.

"Until the United States makes up its mind, there isn't going to be a vote," said Renata Segura, a program director at the International Crisis Group."It's hard to say if the M.S.S. was a success or failure, because we've not given them a proper chance."

David C. Adams contributed reporting.
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British Man Is Charged Over Attempted Mock Wedding With 9-Year-Old at Disneyland Paris

The French authorities said a 39-year-old had attempted to conduct the ceremony with a minor on Saturday. The British police say he is a convicted sex offender.

Disneyland Paris. The episode has raised questions about how a registered sex offender was able to book a private event involving a minor at one of the world's most prominent theme parks. Dmitry Kostyukov for The New York Times



By Aurelien Breeden and Lizzie Dearden
Aurelien Breeden reported from Paris, and Lizzie Dearden from London.


Jun 25, 2025 at 07:00 PM

A convicted sex offender from Britain has been detained in France after he was accused of attempting to stage a mock wedding with a 9-year-old girl at Disneyland Paris that involved scores of unwitting paid actors.

The event was held early on Saturday, before the amusement park opened to the public, but was quickly cut short when staff at the park realized that the "bride" was a minor.

Jean-Baptiste Bladier, a prosecutor in Meaux, a French city just northeast of Disneyland Paris, said in a statement that the police were called to the scene and determined that the wedding was "a fictitious ceremony intended to be filmed privately" with fake guests.

The episode has raised questions about how a registered sex offender was able to book a private event involving a minor at one of the world's most prominent theme parks.

The main suspect, a 39-year-old British citizen, used a stolen Latvian identity and fake documents to book the event, the police said. Mr. Bladier did not name the man but said he was "professionally made-up to show a face totally different from his own."

Mr. Bladier said the man had been charged with fraud, identity theft and money laundering. He was also named as an assisted witness -- a step short of being formally charged -- in an investigation into the potential corruption of a minor.

The London Metropolitan Police said the suspect was wanted in Britain for breaching court orders relating to previous child sex offending.

His profile and age fit the description of a convicted sex offender named Jacky Jhaj, who has conducted several public stunts in Britain often involving fake events and hired actors.

The British police do not confirm the identity of an individual who has not yet been charged with an offense in Britain, but on Wednesday, the London police issued a statement in response to queries about Mr. Jhaj and the Disneyland Paris event.

The statement said that a 39-year-old man was wanted by the Metropolitan Police for breaching a Sexual Harm Prevention Order and for a breach of notification requirements under the Sex Offenders' Register. "We are aware the man has been arrested in France for other matters and officers are in contact with the French authorities," the statement said. The BBC also reported that the man was Mr. Jhaj.

In 2016, Mr. Jhaj was sentenced to four years in prison for sexual activity with two 15-year-old girls and handed an order restricting his activities on release. In a statement at the time, the Metropolitan Police said he had driven around schools in Hounslow, a neighborhood of West London, trying to pick up girls by claiming he was a Hollywood film producer and offering them alcohol.

In the Disneyland case, about a hundred French extras were hired for 200 euros each via online advertisements for a "prestige wedding rehearsal" that required "absolute confidentiality" and called for a black-and-white dress code, officials said.

Yeelen Eyogo Edzang, a French actress in her 50s who responded to one of the ads, said in a phone interview that she arrived early on Saturday at a nearby hotel to get ready for the event. Videos shared with her by other extras showed that a string quartet was already playing before rows of white chairs, lined up with a view of Sleeping Beauty's castle.

Then, Ms. Edzang said, she saw worried-looking members of the park's staff in front of the hotel.

"The girl is 9; we are stopping everything," one of them said, according to Ms. Edzang. Through one of the hotel windows, she saw the purported bride, wearing white crinoline, being carried by another woman.

"That's what really stirred strong emotions," Ms. Edzang said. "She was tiny."

A 55-year-old Latvian man told the police that he had been hired to play the role of the "bride's" father and that he discovered at the last minute that she was a minor, according to Mr. Bladier. The man, who said he had been paid 12,000 euros, nearly $14,000, for the job, alerted security at the park, who called the police.

The 9-year-old girl was accompanied by her mother. Both are Ukrainian citizens who arrived in France two days before the event. A doctor who examined the girl determined that she had not been physically or sexually abused, and that she had not been "forced into the role," Mr. Bladier said.

Representatives for Disneyland Paris did not respond to a request for comment, but in a statement sent to French news outlets, the park's management said that the event was "immediately canceled by our teams after major irregularities were identified."

"We are cooperating fully with the authorities in their investigation, and have filed a complaint with the relevant authorities," the statement said.

In June 2024, Mr. Jhaj was arrested after being seen speaking to young girls outside a casting session at a dance school in east London, and taking videos and photos without their parents' consent.

In 2023, a BBC investigation found that Mr. Jhaj had booked hundreds of child extras for a fake movie premiere outside a cinema in Leicester Square in London. The BBC viewed instructions sent to extras by a casting agency that told them to "cry, far-reach and faint" as Mr. Jhaj walked the red carpet.

It was unclear if any charges were filed against him.

Segolene Le Stradic contributed reporting from Paris.
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Maryland Ended Treatment at a Troubled Provider. For Some, Little Has Changed.

Patients of PHA Healthcare, a treatment program in Baltimore, were housed in drug-ridden buildings where many overdosed, an investigation reported last year. Some are still there.

PHA Healthcare told state regulators it intended to send some patients to I'm Still Standing By Grace, whose owner also ran the methadone clinic By Grace, which used to drop off medication at PHA Healthcare's apartments. Jessica Gallagher/The Baltimore Banner, for The New York Times



By Alissa Zhu
Alissa Zhu is a reporter for The Baltimore Banner. She examined the government's response to rising overdose deaths as part of The Times's Local Investigations Fellowship.


Jun 24, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Change seemed imminent in January for patients of a troubled drug addiction program in Baltimore. State health regulators said they would be transferred to new treatment providers and moved out of squalid, drug-ridden and roach-infested apartments. Some patients hoped they would at last get the help they needed.

But little improved in the months that followed, some former patients of the program, PHA Healthcare, said in interviews.

Many patients said they had continued to live in the same buildings, operated by the same people. It was not always clear to them what company was providing counseling. But they attended sessions online, as they had before -- sometimes led by the very same overseas counselors who had previously treated them and appeared to lack state licenses.

Drug use in the buildings remained common, said some of the patients, who declined to be identified for fear of retaliation, including possible eviction.

One woman described trying to stay off drugs while living with people who were using them, and attending online group counseling sessions that she said had provided little help. "By God's grace I haven't relapsed," she said.

PHA Healthcare's founder, Stephen Thomas, at his office in Baltimore. Jessica Gallagher/The Baltimore Banner, for The New York Times


The state moved to suspend PHA Healthcare's license to see patients shortly after The Baltimore Banner and The New York Times reported in December that the company had collected millions of dollars a year from Medicaid by offering free housing to people, many of them homeless, if they attended its outpatient group counseling sessions. Health officials described the practice as illegal but increasingly common in Maryland.

Because PHA Healthcare did not take government money directly for its housing, it avoided the state's strict rules for regulated recovery facilities. Drug use was rampant in the buildings, interviews and records showed, and many patients relapsed.

Though overdoses and deaths happen on occasion in treatment programs, at least 13 people with connections to PHA Healthcare have died since 2022 -- an unusually high number, according to providers. A 13-month-old boy starved to death after his mother died of cardiovascular disease; no one from the program had seen the mother for two weeks, according to a medical examiner's report. (The state has not said that PHA Healthcare is responsible in any of the deaths.)

PHA Healthcare's owner, Stephen Thomas, denied that patients were offered housing in exchange for attending counseling sessions. He said that any housing complaints were quickly addressed and that sessions were conducted by experienced interns from other countries with advanced degrees who were working to get licensed in Maryland.

In issuing a cease and desist in December, the state ordered PHA Healthcare to develop a transition plan to direct its patients to options for alternative treatment providers. Although they had no role in overseeing the housing, health officials also announced that Mr. Thomas had chosen to relocate patients from buildings run by PHA Healthcare.

What happened next was described in previously unreported state records and interviews with more than a dozen of PHA Healthcare's former patients, six of whom continued to live in the company's buildings after the license was suspended. Some detailed living conditions as recently as this month.

Mr. Thomas informed regulators within days of the announcement that he intended to continue providing housing. Instead of moving people out, patients said, those behind the housing rebranded some of the buildings as Ms. Ruby's Place, named after Mr. Thomas's mother, who is listed in corporate records for Ms. Ruby's Place and played a role in PHA Healthcare, too.

Ruby Thomas at the PHA Healthcare offices in Baltimore last year. Jessica Gallagher/The Baltimore Banner, for The New York Times


Some patients were asked to leave, and some of the apartment complexes closed. But other patients said they had continued to receive free housing in exchange for logging on to Zoom meetings for group counseling sessions, using links provided by people who had previously worked for PHA Healthcare.

Mr. Thomas, through a spokeswoman, declined to answer questions about how he could continue to offer people free housing, given that the state had stopped paying PHA Healthcare for treatment services. His mother, Ruby Thomas, did not respond to requests for comment.

Some patients said they had been asked to sign documents allowing their medical records to be transferred without knowing where they were being sent. Others were told the names of their new programs, but were bewildered when, in some cases, their counselors remained the same.

In the months that followed, some patients said that members of the housing staff did check on them more often, and conducted drug tests with more regularity, though some said the program had not always acted on the results.

Holistic Change was named in PHA Healthcare's transition plan, but Kimberly Smith said the program never took in any of PHA Healthcare's patients. Jessica Gallagher/The Baltimore Banner, for The New York Times


Since its announcement, the Maryland Department of Health has declined to answer most questions about PHA Healthcare, citing an ongoing investigation. State officials met with the company for more than two months about its transition plan, said Alyssa Lord, the deputy secretary for behavioral health, who oversees treatment programs in Maryland. "We are committed to the health and safety of Maryland residents," she added.

Janet Conner-Knox, a spokeswoman for Mr. Thomas, did not answer questions about the company's operations. "We have turned in our transition plan to the State of Maryland," Ms. Conner-Knox wrote in an email. "They have gone through their process and approved those providers."

For years, the state has struggled to oversee Maryland's fast-growing and fraud-plagued addiction treatment field. Regulators failed to properly vet, audit and inspect programs, The Banner and The Times reported, even as Baltimore struggled to curtail the deadliest drug overdose crisis ever seen in a major U.S. city.

A Health Department spokesman said in April that the state office responsible for investigating complaints at thousands of treatment program sites had only four employees.



A copy of PHA Healthcare's transition plan, obtained by The Banner through a public records request, shows that Mr. Thomas told the state he had spoken with three treatment providers who were ready to take the company's roughly 200 counseling patients. The state signed off on those options.

It is not clear why Mr. Thomas selected those providers, or which ones took patients. But one former PHA Healthcare consultant, Kimberly Smith, had also worked for the three other providers. In an interview, she described herself as a "quality assurance" consultant.

Ms. Smith filed paperwork in 2023 to start a business with Mr. Thomas. And last year, Mr. Thomas signed a lease on a nearly $4,000-per-month apartment near the Inner Harbor for Ms. Smith to live in, court documents showed.

Ms. Smith said she had never started a business with Mr. Thomas, but consulted for PHA Healthcare, checking patient records and providing feedback until about 2022 or 2023, she said, when she was pushed out by those at the company who did not like her recommendations.

But she stayed in touch with Mr. Thomas and his mother, she said, who helped her with an apartment lease during some health challenges.

"I'm getting thrown into the picture, but all I did was shine some light," Ms. Smith said.

Robin Warren-Dorsey, the owner of Journey Health Center, one of the companies listed on PHA Healthcare's transition plan as an option for taking patients, said she had never heard of PHA Healthcare until Ms. Smith asked her to accept its patients and staff. Ms. Warren-Dorsey said there was no financial arrangement between Journey Health Center and PHA Healthcare.

Journey Health Center's owner said they took in 30 of PHA Healthcare's patients and four former employees at the end of January. All have since left except one employee, according to the program's owner. Jessica Gallagher/The Baltimore Banner, for The New York Times


Ms. Warren-Dorsey said her program took 30 of PHA Healthcare's patients in late January and hired four of its employees, including three counselors, because she wanted a "seamless transition." All of the patients and all but one of the employees have since left her program, she said.

"Here I am trying to help people," Ms. Warren-Dorsey said, adding, "I've done nothing wrong."

Ms. Smith acknowledged working with the companies listed on the plan, including Journey Health Center, but said she had worked with many drug treatment programs in Baltimore and denied playing a role in referring PHA Healthcare's patients to any of them.

James Scott III, the owner of Holistic Change, said he did not know why it had been listed on PHA Healthcare's transition plan. In April, he told The Banner he had only recently learned that patients were looking for a new place to go.

Ms. Smith, who until recently consulted for Holistic Change, said no patients from PHA Healthcare ultimately enrolled there.

Pamela Dukes, the owner of I'm Still Standing By Grace, the third company listed on the transition plan, declined to comment for this article.

Ms. Dukes had a business relationship with PHA Healthcare before the license suspension; as recently as last year, the methadone clinic she also owns, By Grace, dropped off doses of medication at PHA Healthcare's apartments, former PHA Healthcare employees said. Ms. Smith said she had worked at By Grace as a counselor.

In 2016, state investigators found I'm Still Standing By Grace improperly billed Medicaid for more than $116,000. Jessica Gallagher/The Baltimore Banner, for The New York Times


In 2016, Maryland's inspector general found I'm Still Standing By Grace had improperly billed Medicaid for more than $116,000, and referred the case to the state attorney general's office. The company continued to bill Medicaid for a patient for months after he had left for another treatment program, according to the inspector general's report. The patient also said Ms. Dukes had used his SNAP benefits to buy food for the "house," forced patients to attend the same church she attended and coached them on what not to say to state regulators, according to the report.

A spokeswoman for the office of Anthony Brown, Maryland's attorney general, said it had closed a case against I'm Still Standing By Grace after a "thorough investigation," but declined to provide additional details.

The Health Department declined to answer questions about whether it was aware of the investigation. Typically, it will vet a transition plan by looking into a variety of factors, which could include a program's location, capacity and history of complaints, said Ms. Lord, who oversees treatment programs in Maryland.

Ultimately it is up to patients to choose where and how they receive treatment, she added.

Alarmed by the explosive growth of providers and complaints about unscrupulous practices, officials began cracking down on Medicaid fraud last year. The Health Department is drafting new regulations and scrutinizing applicants more carefully, Ms. Lord said. It has referred more than 100 providers for investigation by state authorities, she added.

After The Banner and The Times published its initial investigation, Maryland lawmakers called for the state to do more.

State delegate Sandy Rosenberg sponsored a new law requiring health officials to report their efforts to improve oversight of addiction treatment. Ulysses Munoz/The Baltimore Banner

Clarence Lam, a state senator, said health officials took too long to heed warning signs. Eric Thompson for The Baltimore Banner


State delegate Sandy Rosenberg, a Baltimore Democrat, sponsored a new law requiring health officials to report their efforts to improve oversight of drug treatment programs. He said "the state needs to be aggressive."

Clarence Lam, a state senator and physician who teaches at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, said health officials took too long to heed warning signs.

"The state is still falling short," Mr. Lam said. "Unless somebody is particularly vigilant in staying on top of entities like PHA, this game of Whac-a-Mole could very well continue for a while because they have figured out how to skirt a lot of the regulations and protections."

Spencer Gear, who until he retired in December oversaw licensing and compliance for behavioral health programs at the Health Department, said the problems were deep and systemic.

"Until the state upgrades its regulations to set clearly enforceable standards, staffs its licensing and compliance units adequately, and takes legal action against chronic offenders, the system will remain excessively vulnerable to fraud and unethical practice," Mr. Gear said.

Justin Fenton and Dylan Segelbaum contributed reporting. Kirsten Noyes contributed research.
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Trump Administration Sues Federal Bench in Maryland, Escalating Fight With Judiciary

Lawyers for the administration said that a rule issued by a judge in Maryland intruded on the White House's inherent powers to "enforce the nation's immigration laws."

The U.S. District Court in Greenbelt, Md. The lawsuit filed by the Trump administration against the district's chief judge and 14 other federal judges who serve on the bench in Maryland makes clear how strained the relationship between the executive and judicial branches has become. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Alan Feuer



Jun 25, 2025 at 04:47 PM

In late May, as two high-stakes deportation cases were playing out in federal courthouses in Maryland, the district's chief judge, George L. Russell III, issued an unusual new standing rule.

Moving forward, Judge Russell said, any immigrant who sought to challenge their removal from the country by filing what is known as a habeas petition would be automatically granted a temporary order stopping the government from expelling them for at least one day.

On Tuesday evening, the Trump administration took an even more unusual step to kill Judge Russell's unusual move: It filed a lawsuit against him and the other 14 federal judges who serve on the bench in Maryland, seeking a court order that would block the standing rule.

In a 22-page complaint, lawyers for the Justice Department noted -- as many administration officials have in recent weeks -- that courts across the country have issued an avalanche of injunctions against various parts of President Trump's agenda almost from the moment that he returned to office.

The lawyers sought to set their suit against Judge Russell and his colleagues in that context, saying that the new standing rule intruded on the White House's inherent powers to "enforce the nation's immigration laws."

"This lawsuit involves yet another regrettable example of the unlawful use of equitable powers to restrain the executive," the lawyers wrote. "Specifically, defendants have instituted an avowedly automatic injunction against the federal government, issued outside the context of any particular case or controversy."

On its face, the spectacle of the Trump administration suing an entire district court made clear just how ugly and bizarre the relationship between the executive and judicial branches has become. Mr. Trump and his top aides have repeatedly -- and personally -- attacked federal judges in case after case, blaming them for ruling against him with little acknowledgment that the rulings have often come in response to policies that have probed, if not overstepped, the boundaries of the law.

Stephen I. Vladeck, a professor at Georgetown Law, said the suit was in keeping with the Trump administration's efforts to delegitimize the federal bench.

"I think we are seeing an unprecedented attempt by the federal government to portray district judges not as a coordinate branch of government," he said, "but as nothing more than political opposition."

Alan Rozenshtein, a former Justice Department official who now teaches at the University of Minnesota Law School, said that both the government's lawsuit and the standing rule it sought to do away with were extraordinary. But Mr. Rozenshtein pointed out that the fact that Judge Russell had put the measure in place to begin with suggested just how bad things had gotten between the branches.

"What's important is not the procedural minutiae of how this case was brought," he said, "but rather the fact that the administration has completely lost the trust of the judiciary -- and rightly so."

Still, the administration's suit did, by necessity, involve a strange procedural twist. While the Justice Department filed the complaint in the same district it was suing, it requested that all of the district's judges recuse themselves from the case and that the federal appeals court that sits over them appoint a judge from a different district to preside.

When Judge Russell issued his standing rule on May 21, he said it was a measure intended to give immigrants who were facing deportation time to have their day in court before being hastily expelled from the country. Two courthouses in his district -- one in Baltimore and one in Greenbelt -- are now home to prominent cases surrounding just that issue.

The best known of the cases is arguably that of Kilmar Armando Abrego Garcia, a Salvadoran man who was arrested on March 12 by immigration agents in Maryland. Mr. Abrego Garcia had lived in the state for nearly six years under the protection of an order that expressly barred him from being sent back to his homeland, where he might face danger.

Three days after he was taken into custody, Mr. Abrego Garcia was flown to El Salvador -- the one place the order forbade him to be sent -- in what officials later called an "administrative error." After repeatedly sidestepping three court orders, including one from the Supreme Court, to "facilitate" Mr. Abrego Garcia's release, the Justice Department brought him back to U.S. soil this month, albeit to face federal charges accusing him of taking part in a conspiracy to smuggle undocumented immigrants across the United States as a member of MS-13.

The judge overseeing that case, Paula Xinis, is now considering whether to bring sanctions against the administration for having failed to comply with her instructions.

In a similar case, one of Judge Xinis's colleagues, Judge Stephanie A. Gallagher, issued an order directing the White House to facilitate the return of another wrongly deported man, a 20-year-old Venezuelan known in court papers as Cristian. Cristian was expelled to El Salvador in March on the same set of flights as Mr. Abrego Garcia, in violation of a settlement agreement that immigration lawyers and the Department of Homeland Security reached in the waning days of the Biden administration.

Under that agreement, unaccompanied minors who arrive in the United States and claim asylum cannot be removed from the country until their cases are fully resolved.
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House Conservatives Warn They Can't Back Senate Bill to Enact Trump's Agenda

Both President Trump and Senate Republican leaders are pressing for the House to accept their version of the sprawling domestic policy bill, but some right-wing holdouts are opposed to key pieces.

Representative Chip Roy, Republican of Texas, said he would not vote for the Senate's current version of the domestic policy bill. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Catie Edmondson
Reporting from the Capitol


Jun 24, 2025 at 10:23 PM

President Trump on Tuesday urged congressional Republicans not to leave Washington at the end of the week for a scheduled recess until they pass a sprawling bill to enact his domestic agenda, ratcheting up pressure on hard-liners in the House to swallow their objections and adopt the legislation the Senate is crafting.

Congressional Republicans are racing to meet a self-imposed deadline of July 4 to pass the measure, which would extend the 2017 tax cuts, create new tax breaks and slash some programs, including Medicaid and nutrition assistance, to help offset the cost. The Senate is toiling to complete its own version of the legislation the House passed last month.

"To my friends in the Senate, lock yourself in a room if you must, don't go home, and GET THE DEAL DONE," Mr. Trump wrote on social media. "Work with the House so they can pick it up, and pass it, IMMEDIATELY."

Mr. Trump's demand reflected a strategy emerging among Senate Republicans to ignore the substantial concerns of their House colleagues about key pieces of the bill and plow ahead with it anyway, effectively forcing Republicans in that chamber to support it or risk angering Mr. Trump and derailing his bill.

While the House has already approved the legislation, any changes made by the Senate will send it back to the House, where it must win final passage to clear Congress and go to the White House for Mr. Trump's signature.

Some conservatives in the House only grudgingly voted for the legislation the first time, arguing that it did not go far enough in cutting spending, including on Medicaid. They agreed to support the package only after securing what they characterized as commitments from their Senate colleagues to enact deeper cuts and fix the measure.

Now, those House Republicans regard the bill taking shape in the Senate, which party leaders hope to push through within days, as even worse.

The Senate measure would cut more deeply into Medicaid and crack down harder than the House bill on strategies that many states have developed to tax medical providers and pay them higher prices for Medicaid services.

But it also would slow the House's timetable for phasing out federal tax credits for clean energy projects, preserving breaks for companies that build nuclear reactors, geothermal plants, hydropower dams or battery storage through 2033. And it would take longer to phase out a lucrative tax credit for businesses that build wind and solar farms.

Conservatives in the House on Tuesday vented fresh frustration with the Senate, suggesting that they would not be rolled by members of their own party.

"Rumor is Senate plans to jam the House with its weaker, unacceptable OBBB," Representative Chip Roy of Texas wrote on social media, using an abbreviation for what Republicans have named the One Big Beautiful Bill Act. "This is not a surprise but it would be a mistake. The bill in its current Senate form would increase deficits, continue most Green New Scam subsidies, & otherwise fail even a basic smell test... I would not vote for it as it is."

Representative Andy Harris of Maryland, who voted "present" on the House-passed bill, also said he would not vote for the version the Senate was putting together.

"The currently proposed Senate version of the One Big Beautiful Bill weakens key House priorities," said Mr. Harris, the chairman of the ultraconservative House Freedom Caucus. "It doesn't do enough to eliminate waste, fraud and abuse in Medicaid, it backtracks on Green New Scam elimination included in the House bill, and it greatly increases the deficit -- taking us even further from a balanced budget."

Republicans can afford to lose no more than three votes in either chamber on the legislation, if all members are present and voting and Democrats oppose it en masse, as expected.

Speaker Mike Johnson on Tuesday urged caution, telling reporters he had advised House Republicans that it would be "premature to judge a product that hasn't been delivered."

"We remain on the same page about where the red lines are on all of this," Mr. Johnson said. "I'm very optimistic that we will have a product that both chambers can agree to, but we have to allow the Senate space to do their work, and that's what we've been doing."

Senators have yet to finalize their bill.

They are putting their legislation through a review by the Senate parliamentarian, the arbiter of the chamber's rules, to determine whether its provisions comply with a rigorous set of budgetary restrictions meant to ensure that it will not add to the deficit. The entire package must meet those requirements in order to to be shielded from a filibuster, depriving Democrats of the ability to block it.

In the meantime, Senator John Thune of South Dakota, the majority leader, is working to tamp down objections to the bill from his own members.

Some Republicans, like Senators Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, Thom Tillis of North Carolina and Josh Hawley of Missouri, object to the bill's Medicaid cuts. Others, including Senators Ron Johnson of Wisconsin and Rand Paul of Kentucky, believe it would add too much to the nation's deficit and needs to cut even more deeply.

"This is a process whereby everybody doesn't get everything they want," Mr. Thune said on Tuesday. "But I think we produced a bill, working with the House, working with the White House, that will get the requisite number of Republican senators to vote for it, so that we can pass it, get it back to the House. Hopefully they can take it up and pass it and put it on the president's desk."
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Bove Denies Suggesting Justice Dept. Ignore Court Orders

During a confirmation hearing for an appeals court opening, Emil Bove III was repeatedly questioned about a whistle-blower complaint that portrayed political appointees as willing to mislead judges.

Emil Bove III, a top Justice Department official, at his confirmation hearing on Wednesday for an appeals court judgeship. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times



By Devlin Barrett
Reporting from Washington


Jun 25, 2025 at 09:46 PM

A senior Justice Department official, Emil Bove III, denied to Congress on Wednesday that he had expressed to subordinates an intent to ignore court orders to accomplish President Trump's rapid deportation goals.

The remarks, before the Senate Judiciary Committee, came during Mr. Bove's confirmation hearing for an appeals court judgeship in Philadelphia, a lifetime appointment that is one rung below the Supreme Court.

Mr. Bove, a key driver of the Trump administration's sweeping changes at the Justice Department, was repeatedly questioned about a whistle-blower complaint that portrayed political appointees as willing to mislead judges and defy the courts. The complaint, by a former lawyer in the department's immigration division, Erez Reuveni, said Mr. Bove had shocked subordinates at a meeting on March 14, when he said they might ignore court orders as the administration sent planes of immigrants to a high-security prison in El Salvador.

The New York Times on Tuesday reported on Mr. Reuveni's account, in which he described witnessing Justice Department leaders planning "to resist court orders that would impede potentially illegal efforts to deport noncitizens."

At the outset of the hearing, the committee's Republican chairman, Senator Charles E. Grassley of Iowa, declared he was skeptical of Mr. Reuveni's account. Democrats and the news media were merely trying to torpedo Mr. Trump's pick, added Mr. Grassley, who has championed government whistle-blowers for decades.

Mr. Bove's nomination has generated significant resistance from current and former Justice Department lawyers, as Mr. Bove has led the administration's efforts to fire, demote and undermine career law enforcement officials who worked on cases that President Trump dislikes. Those include the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the Capitol; the federal investigations of Mr. Trump; and other cases involving conservatives.

Stacey Young of Justice Connection, a group that advocates for former department employees, including some of those Mr. Bove has dismissed, said confirming him only carried risks. His testimony "proved again today why he is such a dangerous nominee," she said. "It's possible to be smart, experienced and morally bankrupt. If you are No. 3, No. 1 and No. 2 can't save you."

In his testimony, Mr. Bove defended his past conduct and reputation.

"I am not anybody's henchman, I am not an enforcer," Mr. Bove said. Becoming one of Mr. Trump's criminal defense lawyers two years ago, he added, was a courageous stand at a time when his friends warned that doing so could lead to being fired, going broke or getting indicted.

"That was a decision to fight for what was right, and fight for the rule of law, and if I am fortunate enough to become a judge I will abide by that standard," he said.

Democrats repeatedly pressed him about what they viewed as troubling aspects of his tenure at the Justice Department. In addition to the whistle-blower's accusation that he stated an intent to disregard judicial rulings, they included his move to drop criminal charges against Mayor Eric Adams of New York.

Pressed by Senator Adam B. Schiff of California, Mr. Bove issued a flat denial. "I did not suggest that there would be any need to consider ignoring court orders," he said.

In his account, Mr. Reuveni recounts how Mr. Bove and other department officials misled judges and violated court orders. Mr. Reuveni also described an instance in which Mr. Bove, using a profanity, had stated that the Justice Department could simply consider ignoring the courts.

The whistle-blower account also said Mr. Bove had told other lawyers in attendance at the March 14 meeting that the deportation planes in question "needed to take off no matter what."

Asked if that description was accurate, Mr. Bove said, "I certainly conveyed the importance of the upcoming operation."

Mr. Reuveni said he was fired after he refused to sign a court filing making what he thought was a misleading claim in a case involving the wrongful deportation of a migrant living in Maryland to a prison in El Salvador.

Republicans largely defended Mr. Bove, with Senator Ted Cruz of Texas thanking him for "stepping forward and fighting to keep American citizens safe."

In February, Mr. Bove demanded that career lawyers sign a motion seeking the dismissal of corruption charges against Mr. Adams, saying that while he had not examined the evidence, he wanted the case to end because Mr. Adams could help with the Trump administration's immigration crackdown. Mr. Bove's demands led to a wave of resignations and dismissals of prosecutors, decimating the public integrity section, which polices criminal conduct among politicians.

Senator Cory Booker, Democrat of New Jersey, asked about a fateful meeting Mr. Bove had with those prosecutors. In that meeting, Mr. Bove dangled the possibility of a promotion to any lawyer who would sign a motion seeking dismissal of the case against Mr. Adams, according to people familiar with the events.

One lawyer, Edward Sullivan, agreed to sign the motion, telling the others he was doing so to protect the others from being fired, according to people familiar with the conversation.

Mr. Sullivan now leads the greatly diminished section, but in his testimony, Mr. Bove denied that there was a "causal relationship" between his request and Mr. Sullivan's acquiescence and subsequent promotion.

At the end of the questioning, Mr. Booker suggested that Mr. Bove might have lied to the lawmakers.

"I am hoping that more evidence is going to come out that showed that you lied before this committee," Mr. Booker said. "What's your red line, I really wonder. What could the president ask you to do that you wouldn't do?"
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Mamdani Stuns Cuomo in New York Mayoral Primary

Zohran Mamdani appears poised to be the Democratic nominee for mayor, where he could face a contested race that will include Eric Adams and perhaps Andrew Cuomo.

At his victory party, Zohran Mamdani promised to be a mayor for all New Yorkers. Shuran Huang for The New York Times



By Emma G. Fitzsimmons and Nicholas Fandos



Jun 25, 2025 at 05:08 AM

Zohran Mamdani, a little-known state lawmaker whose progressive platform and campaign trail charisma electrified younger voters, stunned former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo in the Democratic primary for mayor of New York City on Tuesday night, building a lead so commanding that Mr. Cuomo conceded.

Mr. Mamdani, a 33-year-old democratic socialist from Queens, tapped into a current of anxiety around New York City's growing affordability crisis. His joyful campaign brought new voters into the fold who rejected the scandal-scarred Mr. Cuomo's ominous characterizations of the city and embraced an economic platform that included everything from free bus service and child care to publicly owned grocery stores.

The outcome was not official, and even assuming Mr. Mamdani gains the nomination, he faces an unusually competitive general election in November.

Still, Mr. Mamdani declared victory at a rally early Wednesday in Queens, pledging to be a "mayor for every New Yorker" and framing his win as part of a movement powered by volunteers.

"Tonight we made history," he said. "In the words of Nelson Mandela, it always seems impossible until it is done. My friends, we have done it."

The decisiveness of New Yorkers' swing toward Mr. Mamdani reverberated across the party and the country, at a time when Democrats nationally are searching for an answer to President Trump and are disillusioned with their own leaders.

Mr. Cuomo acknowledged his apparent defeat in a concession speech. "He won," Mr. Cuomo told his supporters roughly 80 minutes after polls had closed and said he had congratulated Mr. Mamdani.

"Tonight was not our night," he said, appearing deflated. "Tonight was Assemblyman Zohran Mamdani's night."

With 93 percent of the results in, Mr. Mamdani was the first choice of 43.5 percent of voters. Mr. Cuomo was in second place as the first choice of 36.4 percent of voters.

Mr. Mamdani said he would use his "power to reject Donald Trump's fascism" and struck a note of unity after a contentious primary.

"Whether you voted for me, for Governor Cuomo or felt too disillusioned by a long broken political system to vote at all, I will fight for a city that works for you," he said. "That is affordable for you. That is safe for you. I will work to be a mayor you will be proud to call your own."

The official outcome still awaits the tabulation next Tuesday of ranked choices under the city's relatively new voting system. Mr. Cuomo, who has collected signatures to run on a third-party line in November, conspicuously did not vow to carry on his campaign in the general election.

"I wanted to look at the numbers and the ranked-choice voting to decide about what to do in the future, because I'm also on an independent line," he said in an interview with The New York Times. "And that's the decision."

A candidate must clear 50 percent of the vote on primary night to be declared winner; the final result is not expected until July 1, when voters' alternative choices are taken into account.

It is expected to be exceedingly difficult for Mr. Cuomo to narrow the gap in the ranked-choice elimination rounds. Several candidates encouraged their supporters to list Mr. Mamdani on their ballots and to leave Mr. Cuomo's name off, as did the Working Families Party and other left-leaning groups.

Political strategists agreed with Mr. Cuomo that he could not overcome Mr. Mamdani's lead.

"This is the biggest upset in modern New York City history," said Trip Yang, a Democratic strategist.

The race had been volatile and bitter, with the two leading Democrats offering starkly different visions for the city and reflecting a generational divide in their party. Mr. Mamdani embodied energy and charisma, attracting droves of young, left-leaning New Yorkers; Mr. Cuomo represented the party's older guard and ran a conservative rose-garden campaign, limiting his public appearances to churches and synagogues and supportive union halls.

"He won," Mr. Cuomo told his supporters at a Primary Night party. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


The contest seemed to invigorate voters, with more than twice as many New Yorkers casting their ballots early in this year's mayoral primary compared with the last mayoral primary in 2021, and high turnout on Primary Day that approached 1 million voters.

In his concession speech, Mr. Cuomo congratulated Mr. Mamdani for running "a great campaign."

"He touched young people and inspired them and moved them and got them to come out and vote, and he really ran a highly impactful campaign," Mr. Cuomo said. "I called him, I congratulated him. I applaud him sincerely for his effort."

Mr. Mamdani and Mr. Cuomo, 67, both pledged to stand up to President Trump and to alleviate voters' concerns over affordability and public safety. But they have diverged over how to accomplish those goals and fiercely attacked one another over their experience, character, donors and the conflict in the Middle East. Millions of dollars in negative television advertisement have filled the airwaves this month.

Mr. Mamdani's left-leaning policies and open socialist affiliation would represent a sharp directional change for New York City, and some of his proposals would be likely to face opposition from Gov. Kathy Hochul and state lawmakers. Mr. Mamdani has proposed paying for his proposals, which also include freezing rent on rent-stabilized apartments and publicly financing vast amounts of new housing, by raising $10 billion in new revenue through taxes on businesses and the wealthy.

The race has captured national attention as a battle between the left wing of the Democratic Party and more traditional moderates. Mr. Mamdani, who would be the city's first Muslim mayor and the youngest in a century, was endorsed by Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York; Mr. Cuomo was endorsed by former President Bill Clinton and much of the local party establishment.

The former governor also benefited from a $30 million crush in outside spending from wealthy business interests, including former Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, which buried Mr. Mamdani in attack ads. Mr. Mamdani, in contrast, had the highest number of individual donors in the race.

Mr. Cuomo, who resigned as governor in 2021 following allegations of sexual harassment that he denies, led in the polls for months. But Mr. Mamdani gained momentum with younger voters by focusing on a message that the city was unaffordable, spreading it through viral social media videos.

Brad Lander, the city comptroller, was in third place on Tuesday night with 11.3 percent; Adrienne Adams, the City Council speaker, was in fourth place with 4.1 percent.

Brad Lander, who cross-endorsed Mr. Mamdani, came in third in the race. James Estrin/The New York Times


If Mr. Mamdani wins the primary, he will be positioned as the de facto front-runner in the general election in November. Other candidates include Mayor Eric Adams, who has record low approval ratings and is running as an independent. Curtis Sliwa, the founder of the Guardian Angels, is the Republican candidate. Mr. Cuomo may run on an independent ballot line; Jim Walden is also running as an independent.

Voters seemed deeply divided as they visited the polls in sweltering weather on Tuesday. Many younger New Yorkers expressed enthusiasm for Mr. Mamdani.

Yadelis Avila, 22, a daughter of Dominican immigrants in Washington Heights, in Manhattan, said she ranked Mr. Mamdani first and was worried about housing costs.

"I just feel like he's someone that I could identify with," she said, adding, "His parents are immigrants, so it's just like I see myself in him, and I trust him."

Hakeem Shaheed, 49, a health care worker who voted in Harlem, said he liked Mr. Mamdani's proposal to freeze rents on nearly one million rent-stabilized units.

"The rent is really important to me because everything else means nothing if you can't live here," he said.

At a Democratic Socialists of America watch party in Brooklyn, the primary results thrilled Mamdani supporters. Victor J. Blue for The New York Times


Other voters praised Mr. Cuomo's experience. Elise Fernandez, 45, who lives in Jamaica, Queens, said she wants to the next mayor to address homelessness and traffic woes.

"No one is perfect, but he managed a whole state, so I can see he has the experience to manage and to do good for New York City," she said.

The primary is the second time New York City has used ranked-choice voting in a mayoral primary. The campaigns scrambled to educate voters about the system, which almost led to an upset against Mr. Adams in 2021. He won the Democratic primary by less than 8,000 votes over Kathryn Garcia, a city sanitation commissioner who was endorsed by another candidate, Andrew Yang.

Mr. Adams, the city's second Black mayor, has had a turbulent first term. He was indicted last year on federal corruption charges that were later dropped by the Trump administration after he struck an alliance with President Trump. Many of the mayor's advisers were investigated and resigned; others resigned in protest over his cooperation with Mr. Trump.

Mr. Adams said on Tuesday night that he was ready to fight Mr. Mamdani in November, arguing that Mr. Mamdani "has no record."

"It's time to unite," he said. "We have a city to save."

Reporting was contributed by Dana Rubinstein, Samantha Latson, Sean Piccoli, Molly Longman, Nate Schweber and Amogh Vaz.
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Cuomo, Chastened, Will Reassess Plans to Run as an Independent

The shape of the mayor's race in November and the future of Andrew M. Cuomo are now in flux after Zohran Mamdani's performance on Tuesday.

Andrew M. Cuomo said he was now weighing whether to run as an independent in November. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times



By Dana Rubinstein



Jun 25, 2025 at 09:00 AM

For months, Andrew M. Cuomo insisted he would be on this fall's general election ballot for mayor of New York City, no matter what -- even saying so as recently as Tuesday morning.

But after conceding the Democratic primary for mayor on Tuesday night to Zohran Mamdani, the 33-year-old democratic socialist assemblyman from Queens, Mr. Cuomo's path forward is no longer as clear.

Mr. Cuomo told The New York Times in a phone call shortly after his concession speech that he was still considering whether to run in the general election on an independent line.

"I said he won the primary election," Mr. Cuomo said, referring to Mr. Mamdani. "I said I wanted to look at the numbers and the ranked-choice voting to decide about what to do in the future, because I'm also on an independent line. And that's the decision, that's what I was saying. I want to analyze and talk to some colleagues."

In March, after months of equivocation, Mr. Cuomo, 67, announced he would run in the Democratic primary for mayor. From the start, he cast himself as the lone adult with the requisite competence and experience to manage a city that was spiraling out of control. He pointed to his 10-plus years as governor, when he helped legalize same-sex marriage and build the new Moynihan Train Hall at Penn Station.

But Mr. Cuomo ran what was widely considered a joyless and lackluster campaign, largely limiting his appearances to Black churches, synagogues and union halls, and rarely engaging in the kind of retail politics and ground game necessary to win a heavily contested election.

Business leaders and institutional Democrats heavily supported him in the primary, but it was less clear if they would coalesce behind him in a general election or switch their loyalties to the current mayor, Eric Adams. What seemed clearer was their antipathy toward Mr. Mamdani.

"The economic stability of the city is very much at risk as employers and taxpayers digest the possibility of a mayor who says he wants to further increase taxes and move us toward policies of socialism," said Kathryn Wylde, the leader of the Partnership for New York City, a business group. "This election is a true test of the resilience of our city."

If Mr. Cuomo was to run in November, he would compete in a general election where there will be no ranked-choice voting, against four likely foes: Mayor Adams, who is running an ideologically similar campaign as an independent; Curtis Sliwa, the Republican founder of the Guardian Angels; the lawyer Jim Walden, who is running as an independent; and Mr. Mamdani, who will most likely be running on both the Democratic and Working Families Party lines.

Mr. Cuomo conceded on Tuesday after running what was widely considered a low-energy campaign. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


New York City remains an overwhelmingly Democratic city, with registered Democrats outnumbering registered Republicans by six to one.

"Before anybody starts speculating about who's in and what that means, you have to go to first principles, and first principles is this was a convincing win in a Democratic primary in a Democratic city," said Jon Paul Lupo, a Democratic consultant unaffiliated with any of the mayoral campaigns. "And that the most likely outcome by far in the general election, regardless of who runs, is that Zohran will win as the Democratic nominee."

Mr. Mamdani would be the youngest mayor in a century, and his promise to seek tax hikes on corporations and the wealthiest New Yorkers will distress business leaders, who have already spent an enormous amount of money opposing his candidacy by donating to a super PAC aligned with Mr. Cuomo's interests.

Mr. Cuomo's campaign to save the city from crisis was also, from the start, a clear bid for his own political redemption.

Just four years ago, Mr. Cuomo resigned from office after the attorney general of New York, Letitia James, issued a report finding he had sexually harassed 11 women, allegations he denied.

Once Mr. Mamdani began to surge, Mr. Cuomo and his allies warned New Yorkers that the assemblyman was an anti-Israel political radical and electing him was a risk that New York City could not take. Only Mr. Cuomo, they argued, had the brute force ability to lead a wayward city during the second term of President Trump.

It was a message that sought to exploit New Yorkers' fears, without a clear positive message for the city's future.

"The lessons from the last presidential showed us that being against something isn't enough, you have to be for something," said Maria Comella, a former adviser to Mr. Cuomo. "The harder path is the one that brings people with you, and that is the one that wins."

Bill Lynch III, a Democratic strategist, called Mr. Cuomo's defeat "a defining moment in New York politics."

"People are hungry for leadership that feels close to them, not campaigns built around fear," Mr. Lynch said. "This wasn't just an upset. It was a signal that New York politics is changing."

Mr. Mamdani is thought to have a better chance of winning the mayoralty if Mr. Cuomo remains in the race and splits the moderate and conservative Democratic vote with Mr. Adams. A recent poll indicated Mr. Adams had a better chance of winning the general election if Mr. Cuomo does not run.

But even in that scenario, it is not clear that the odds for the mayor are good. He pulled out of the Democratic primary for mayor a day after a federal judge acceded to the Trump administration's demands to drop the federal bribery and fraud charges against him.

The judge expressed what many New Yorkers already believed, a belief that rendered Mr. Adams's participation in the Democratic primary untenable: "Everything here smacks of a bargain," the judge wrote. "Dismissal of the indictment in exchange for immigration policy concessions."

Mr. Lupo concurred. "The heft and weight of the scandals will be too much for him," he said.

Jeffery C. Mays contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/25/nyregion/nyc-mayor-election-november.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




5 Takeaways From the New York City Mayoral Primary

Here are some of the factors that drove Zohran Mamdani to the cusp of a seismic upset, and how they will affect the general election in November.

Mr. Mamdani stitched together a novel Democratic coalition across the city, largely consisting of white, Asian and Latino voters in Brooklyn, Manhattan and Queens. Victor J. Blue for The New York Times



By Nicholas Fandos



Jun 25, 2025 at 07:15 AM

Zohran Mamdani, a state assemblyman who campaigned relentlessly against New York's spiraling affordability crisis, was on the verge of a seismic upset in the Democratic primary for mayor on Tuesday, powered by a diverse coalition from brownstone Brooklyn to the immigrant enclaves of Queens.

The result was not final. But Mr. Mamdani, a 33-year-old democratic socialist, declared victory, and Andrew M. Cuomo, his rival and the former governor, conceded defeat.

Mr. Mamdani's success in one of the first major Democratic primaries since President Trump returned to the White House reverberated across the country and offered a potential road map for Democrats searching for a path back to power. 

The Democratic primary winner would typically be considered the front-runner in November's general election. Yet this fall's contest promises to be unusually volatile. It will include Mayor Eric Adams, who is running as an independent. Mr. Cuomo also still has the option of running on a third-party ballot line, though he has not committed to continuing his campaign.

Here are five takeaways from the primary:

Mamdani's exuberant optimism attracted disaffected New Yorkers.

Mr. Mamdani, with supporters and Councilwoman Carmen De La Rosa, far right, won over voters with his energetic and charismatic style. Shuran Huang for The New York Times


Mr. Mamdani, a third-term lawmaker from Queens, entered the race last fall with a thin resume, virtually no citywide profile and views well to the left of many Democrats. He ended Tuesday as a breakout national figure.

He distinguished himself from a field of 10 rivals by offering an unapologetically progressive economic platform that was as memorable as it was ambitious. He proposed making city buses free, offering free child care and freezing the rent on rent-stabilized apartments -- all financed by a large tax hike on the city's wealthiest residents.

But his success also owed much to his exuberant style, demonstrative love for New York and mastery of social media that seemed to embody the kind of generational change many Democrats say they are hungry for. He filmed himself running into the icy waters of Coney Island in January and speaking with voters in the Bronx who swung to Mr. Trump last fall.

It was a stark contrast to Mr. Cuomo's joyless campaign, which featured heavily staged events and a candidate who repeatedly warned voters that the city was in deep trouble that only he could fix.

"Together we have shown the power of the politics of the future, one of partnership and sincerity," Mr. Mamdani said in a speech declaring victory.

The Cuomo brand seems to have lost its shine.

Andrew Cuomo must now decide whether to keep running for mayor as an independent in November. Adam Gray for The New York Times


For four years since resigning as governor in a sexual harassment scandal, Mr. Cuomo, 67, has pined for a path back to power.

He thought he had found it in the New York City mayoralty, and campaigned with an air of inevitability. He locked up key labor endorsements, benefited from a $25 million super PAC and witheringly attacked Mr. Mamdani as dangerously unqualified for the job, all while making no apology for his past conduct.

In the end, it appears voters were simply not interested in a Cuomo restoration.

He must now decide whether to keep running in November on a third-party ballot line, or accept defeat and the likely end of a political career that included stints as the federal housing secretary, New York attorney general and governor.

"Tonight was not our night," a deflated-looking Mr. Cuomo told supporters Tuesday night. He added, of Mr. Mamdani: "Tonight is his night. He deserved it. He won."

Mamdani built a novel coalition.

Mr. Mamdani is running to be the city's first Muslim and South Asian mayor. Shuran Huang for The New York Times


Initial results suggested that Mr. Mamdani was succeeding by stitching together a novel Democratic coalition across the city, largely consisting of white, Asian and Latino voters in Brooklyn, Manhattan and Queens.

While Mr. Mamdani campaigned on helping working-class New Yorkers, he ran up large margins in the affluent, brownstone-lined streets of Park Slope, Cobble Hill and Clinton Hill in Brooklyn, as well as wealthy Manhattan enclaves like the East Village and swaths of Midtown.

Mr. Mamdani, who would be the city's first Muslim and South Asian mayor, was also the top vote-getter in predominantly Asian and Latino communities in Queens. They included economically and racially diverse areas like Woodside, Jackson Heights, Sunnyside and Richmond Hill, home to a large South Asian population.

Notably, he struggled more in middle-class, predominantly Black areas in the Bronx and Southeast Queens, where Mr. Cuomo retained strong support from his years as governor. Mr. Cuomo also won islands of support on affluent Democratic strongholds like the Upper West and East Sides of Manhattan, and in Orthodox Jewish enclaves in Brooklyn, where Mr. Mamdani's views on Israel alienated some voters.

Mayor Adams gets the opponents he hoped for.

Mayor Eric Adams did not run in the Democratic primary, but plans to run in November as an independent. Victor J. Blue for The New York Times


He may be down -- way down -- but Mr. Adams insists he is not yet on his way out.

Even before Tuesday's primary, the incumbent mayor was preparing a scrape-and-claw re-election campaign in November's general election, which will not use ranked-choice voting. He has gathered petitions to run on one of two ballot lines, EndAntiSemitism and Safe&Affordable, and plans to relaunch his campaign on Thursday on the steps of City Hall.

He has long made clear he sees Mr. Mamdani as a perfect foil.

The mayor's allies believe he could pull back together pieces of his scattered coalition, including older Black voters and Orthodox Jewish New Yorkers. He has also inched closer to Mr. Trump and his circle, raising the possibility that he could try to claim support from Republicans as well.

But Mr. Adams enters the race with profound baggage. His approval ratings from New Yorkers were abysmal even before he was indicted last fall on federal corruption charges. He arguably alienated Democrats more, though, when he successfully urged the Trump administration to drop the charges against him earlier this year.

Progressives generally had a good night.

Councilwoman Alexa Aviles, a democratic socialist, won her primary on Tuesday. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times


Mr. Mamdani's surge captured the city's attention, but progressives also won some consequential down-ballot races.

Jumaane Williams, the city's left-leaning public advocate, easily cruised past a challenge from Jenifer Rajkumar, a state assemblywoman who had allied herself with Mr. Adams.

In Brooklyn near Prospect Park, Shahana Hanif, the first Muslim woman elected to the Council and an unsparing critic of the Israeli government, fended off a fierce challenge that centered on her views of the war in Gaza.

In a neighboring district to the south, Alexa Aviles, a democratic socialist, also easily fended off a spirited challenge to her right from Ling Ye, a Chinese immigrant who previously worked for Representative Dan Goldman, the area's moderate Democratic congressman.

One progressive who appeared to be losing was Justin Brannan, a City Council member from Brooklyn who was trailing Mark Levine, the Manhattan borough president and a liberal Democrat, in the race to replace Brad Lander as city comptroller. Mr. Levine led by a wide margin, though the race had not been called.
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Congressional Memo


Growth Claims Behind Trump's Big Policy Bill Rarely Pan Out in Reality

A retrospective on four previous Republican-driven tax-cut packages found that the results always come up short compared to bullish predictions of economic booms and lower deficits.

A group of senators including Charles H. Percy, second from right, and Charles E. Grassley, far right, celebrated President Ronald Reagan's economic plan in October 1981.  Associated Press



By Carl Hulse
Reporting from the Capitol


Jun 25, 2025 at 08:09 PM

The senior Republican senator was adamant that the tax cuts his party was embracing would pay for themselves and bring the government closer to a balanced budget by spurring growth that would produce a gusher of revenue.

"We will never balance the federal budget until we make tax cuts that will generate more rapid economic growth in the years ahead," he declared. "It is this faster-growing economy that will in itself bring in more revenue and will bring the budget into balance."

That wasn't a current Republican lawmaker making the case for the tax cuts President Trump and his party hope to enact by the Fourth of July -- though it could have been. It was former Senator Charles H. Percy, Republican of Illinois, arguing for President Ronald Reagan's tax cuts in 1981, one of four such packages pushed through over the last four decades by G.O.P. administrations pursuing an aggressive tax-cutting agenda.  

The arguments have remained fixed: Tax cuts will stimulate growth, pay for themselves and benefit all Americans. But a retrospective by a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization made up of former top congressional aides found that the previous tax cut measures -- in 1981, 2001, 2003 and 2017 -- did exactly none of those things, falling short of the claims made beforehand.

"This record reveals a consistent pattern," said the report, which was released this month by the group Co-Equal. "The tax cuts did not deliver on the promises of their advocates. In fact, they often achieved exactly the opposite, worsening the debt and exacerbating income inequality."

The potential consequences of the sweeping tax cut and domestic policy bill making its way through Congress are at the heart of the escalating fight over the legislation, as Republicans, urged by Mr. Trump, try to deliver Senate approval in the coming days. 

Democrats are uniformly opposed to the measure, which would slash social safety net programs for the poor to help cover the cost of tax cuts that deliver the largest benefits to the wealthy. Republicans are divided on the details of the package, which polls show is unpopular.

Top Republicans insist that the bill, which would extend tax cuts first enacted in 2017 -- coupled with about $1.5 trillion in spending reductions and some significant policy changes -- would supercharge the economy and begin reducing the spiraling debt. They argue that allowing the tax cuts to expire as scheduled at the end of the year would prove devastating to the economy and slow growth, and must be avoided at all costs.

"What happens when you reduce taxes and you incentivize and increase the incentives for investment is people invest, they make money and they pay more taxes, and government revenue goes up," Senator John Thune, Republican of South Dakota and the majority leader, said in a recent appearance on Fox News.

"I am telling you: This is going to reduce the deficit," Speaker Mike Johnson said earlier this month on NBC's "Meet the Press."

On Wednesday, the White House Council of Economic Advisers issued another bullish report on the benefits of the tax plan, forecasting "surging investment" and a "blue collar boom," along with as much as $11 trillion in deficit reduction from growth, higher tax revenue and savings on debt payments.

But nonpartisan analysts and fiscal experts across the political spectrum have taken a much more pessimistic view of the Republican plan, saying it will drive up deficits and not produce the economic growth proponents are promising. 

They have been critical of an accounting gimmick used by Republicans that masks the potential deficit consequences of extending the tax cuts by asserting that they would cost nothing. Traditional ways of measuring the revenue lost by continuing the tax cuts show that they would add trillions of dollars to the debt.

The report by Co-Equal does not take a position on the current plan, but instead looks back at what was said about previous tax-cutting exercises, and what actually occurred.

"There's so much turnover in Congress that institutional memory is often lost," said Phil Schiliro, a co-founder of the group and a former staff director of the House Oversight Committee and legislative affairs director for President Barack Obama. "Newer members rarely have the benefit of any retrospective analysis that compares claims made during previous legislative fights with what subsequently happened."

The report notes that Mr. Reagan and his team boasted of the potential for new prosperity that Democrats derided as a "rosy scenario," projecting a 4.2 percent surge in the gross national product and sinking unemployment as a result of steep cuts in individual and corporate tax rates. 

Instead, the gross national product fell and unemployment rose as federal revenues declined, prompting a series of tax increases negotiated with Congress  -- the first increases in decades. 

Upon taking office in 2001, President George W. Bush went back to pushing tax cuts to take advantage of budget surpluses posted during the final years of the Clinton administration -- the first surpluses since the 1970s.

"By lowering the tax on the fruits of investment, both in the form of capital gains and of dividends, we will get more investment," Orrin Hatch, then a Republican senator from Utah, said in 2003. "This tax cut on investments will bode well for our economy both in the next few months and years, and for decades to come."

Instead, the economy underperformed during much of the Bush administration and lagged behind the gains of the Clinton administration, even though higher tax rates were in place then. Mr. Bush left office in 2009 during an economic collapse.

In 2017, Mr. Trump and congressional Republicans picked up the tax-cutting mantle. They engineered a big drop in the corporate tax rate that the president and his advisers promised would push economic growth above 4 percent, prompt a big jump in median income and generate greater tax proceeds that would close any government revenue gap.

"The bottom line is we will be able to fill any deficit hole with additional revenues," Representative Jeb Hensarling, then a Texas Republican who chaired the Financial Services Committee, said at the time.

In the end, according to the Co-Equal report, real economic growth fell far short of the predictions and averaged just under 3 percent for 2018 and 2019.  Hiring slowed and revenues declined, contributing to an increase in the deficit even before the pandemic hit.  

The authors of the report suggested that claims about the economic consequences of tax cut legislation should be taken with a grain of salt -- and not the state and local tax deduction (SALT) kind that Republicans are fighting over increasing in the current bill.

"The major tax cuts of 1981, 2001, 2003 and 2017 increased deficits, produced uneven economic results and delivered their largest benefits to wealthy Americans," it said. 

In fact, the best economic outcomes were produced with an action that Republicans disdain. 

"Over the last 50 years, the economy performed best during the Clinton presidency, which saw 3.9 percent real annual growth, robust wage increases,and booming private investment," said the report. "Notably, this economic success followed tax increases, not tax cuts."

Tony Romm contributed reporting.
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A Plan to Sell Federal Land Near This Colorado Town Looks Dead. Here's Why.

Senator Mike Lee hoped to sell millions of acres of federal land through President Trump's policy bill, in part to ease housing costs. The opposition was bipartisan, in Congress and the West.

Sunrise over Lake Dillon in Summit County, Colo.



By Jack Healy
Reporting from Summit County, Colo.


Jun 24, 2025 at 10:19 PM

In the wealthy ski towns of Summit County, Colo., where affordable housing is so scarce that some waitresses and ski-lift workers sleep in parking lots, wide-open land is plentiful, as it is across the housing-starved Mountain West.

But much of it is owned by the federal government and off limits for development. And as of Tuesday, it looks like it will stay that way.

Senator Mike Lee, a Utah Republican, had pitched a wholesale auctioning of federal land, in part as a way to build housing, and he planned to include it in President Trump's far-reaching domestic policy bill.

But it ran into a brick wall of bipartisan opposition even before Monday night, when the Senate's parliamentarian, who judges what provisions can be included in the bill to avoid a filibuster by Democrats, ruled that much of Mr. Lee's sell-off proposal would violate the strict Senate rules that Republicans were using to pass the legislation with a simple majority.

Summit County helps show why Mr. Lee's plan now appears moribund. Even where people are desperate for affordable housing, opposition to selling public lands, potentially for housing, was widespread from voters of both parties.

Tourists at Sapphire Point Overlook in Summit County, Colo. Daniel Brenner for The New York Times


"There's no way," Zyle Yelton, 24, who manages a liquor store that looks out onto the peaks towering over the ski town of Breckenridge, said of the plan.

Mr. Lee pitched a vast sell-off of federal lands as the solution to woes facing so many cities and towns in the West ringed by federal lands, like Colorado Springs and Grand Junction, Colo.; Provo and Salt Lake City in Utah; and Santa Fe, N.M. He proposed requiring the federal government's two main land agencies to sell as much as three million acres for housing, a footprint the size of a nearly dozen Rocky Mountain National Parks.

That would seem to be appealing to residents like Mr. Yelton, who works multiple jobs and sleeps crammed into pricey rentals. He spent one winter in a 600-square-foot apartment with three other guys, and now shares a $4,000 a month rental up a dirt road with his girlfriend and two other roommates. Meantime, he's surrounded by $6 million vacation homes

"I'd love to live here for the rest of my life," he said, "if I could afford a place."

But Mr. Yelton and other residents also cherish their ability to hike, camp and hunt in their shared backyard, which consists of the national forest and open spaces that cover about 80 percent of Summit County.

"One of the reasons I love living here as much is the beautiful landscape, and all of the hiking trails," said Justine Smith, 27, a bus driver who pays $2,078 a month for the subsidized one-bedroom she shares with her boyfriend.

Even if Mr. Lee could have surmounted his political opposition, he might have learned from Summit County that his solution to the West's housing problems wouldn't work. The reality is, it's not so easy to pave paradise and put up an apartment block.

Democrats who strongly opposed Mr. Lee point out that the federal government already has procedures that allow land agencies, including the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management, to sell, lease or trade parcels with local governments to build homes or use for other purposes.

Million dollar homes line the ridge above Lake Dillon in Summit County, Colo., but affordable housing is proving very hard to build. Daniel Brenner for The New York Times


Summit County tried to do just that in 2016, when it bought a 45-acre piece of land known as Lake Hill from the Forest Service for $1.75 million. The purchase turned out to be the easy part, even if it took an act of Congress. Ever since, the county has been trying unsuccessfully to build as many as 800 affordable units on the land, near the Dillon Reservoir and the snowy peaks of the Gore Range.

Concerns about wildfires, road congestion and the addition of water and sewer systems have stymied progress. The land still could one day have duplexes, apartments, a senior-living center and a day care facility, but a few local officials question whether the project will get done in their lifetime.

"These things are complicated," said Michael Carroll, a Colorado-based campaign director at the Wilderness Society.

The demand is undoubtedly there. The county is planning to build 162 apartments on a different swath of federal land that it is leasing from the Forest Service. The town of Frisco is racing to put up a few dozen units here and there on its dwindling supply of available lots.

"We try and build as much as we can," said Tamara Pogue, a Summit County Commissioner.

But the area is still thousands of units short of the housing needs of a county where prices have soared 86 percent since before the pandemic.

"I'd love to live here for the rest of my life," Zyle Yelton, 24, who manages a liquor store said, "if I could afford a place." Daniel Brenner for The New York Times


A 2023 housing survey found that nearly 20 percent of people in Summit County, and nearly half of the Spanish-speaking population, lived in homes where someone slept on the couch or floor. Other workers double up in bedrooms, or have resorted to living in cheaper towns an hour's drive away on treacherous mountain roads. Some even sleep in the woods.

Even if the federal government were to sell off huge swaths of the forests around Summit County, officials said land values and building costs were so high that local governments simply could not compete with deep-pocketed private buyers, and Mr. Lee's provision would guarantee no special rights to local governments.

"There's just not enough money to go around," said Andy Held, a town councilman in Frisco.

"One of the reasons I love living here as much is the beautiful landscape," said Justine Smith, a bus driver struggling to make ends meet in Summit County, Colo. Daniel Brenner for The New York Times


For now, that scenario is not likely to be tested. Liberal environmentalists responded to Mr. Lee's sell-off proposal with well-practiced outrage, but so did many conservative hunters and Western Republicans. Populist Trump supporters criticized selling public lands as a move that would pawn off America's greatness with no guarantees that the land sales would actually result in affordable homes, instead of more mansions for the wealthy.

In response to the pushback, Mr. Lee said on Monday night that he would take all national forests off the auction block and limit the sale of other federal lands to parcels within five miles of population centers.

Even as he vowed to push ahead, it was unclear whether conservative voters and Western Republican senators who opposed the idea would get on board with Mr. Lee's scaled-back proposal.

"They're really going to have to rework the provisions," said Aiden Buzzetti, a Trump supporter and the president of the Bull Moose Project, a Theodore Roosevelt-inspired group that spent the past week posting social-media images of the American West that declared, "Our heritage is not for sale."

"Just because there's space doesn't mean we need to get rid of it, sell it and develop it," Mr. Buzzetti said.

"We try and build as much as we can," said Tamara Pogue, a Summit County Commissioner, but bringing down housing costs had proved to be extremely difficult. Daniel Brenner for The New York Times


The land-sale measure could also still be doomed on procedural grounds. The Senate parliamentarian already determined that the initial land-sale provision was not allowed, nor were provisions to build a mining road in the Alaskan wild or speed up approvals for offshore oil and gas drilling. Mr. Lee said he would submit a scaled-back proposal as soon as Tuesday evening, but that, too, might be out of order.

Democrats have vowed to continue opposing any large-scale land sale, pointing out even under Mr. Lee's new terms, desert riverbanks and hiking and biking areas in Nevada, western Colorado and the desert playground of Moab, Utah, could end up for sale.

Alex Williams, 19, a ski-resort waiter who sleeps on the couch of his mother's apartment, said he felt alienated by the entire debate over whether to protect or develop the West's open spaces. Sold off, he said, they would go to the rich. Preserved, a home would remain out of reach.

"I'm poor," he said. "I shouldn't be here."

Senator Mike Lee of Utah proposed federal land sales in areas near Lake Dillon in Colorado but faced bipartisan opposition. Daniel Brenner for The New York Times
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Trump's OSHA Nominee Has a History With Heat and UPS Drivers

David Keeling would take over the workplace-safety agency just as it is considering rules to protect against extreme heat. His former employers, UPS and Amazon, have opposed the rules.

President Trump's nominee to run OSHA, David Keeling, previously worked at UPS, which opposes workplace heat regulations the agency is now considering. Spencer Platt/Getty Images



By Hiroko Tabuchi



Jun 25, 2025 at 10:01 AM

For years, UPS truck drivers asked the delivery giant to install air-conditioning in its ubiquitous brown vans. The company resisted, even as temperatures climbed and drivers suffered from heatstroke.

Now, David Keeling, a former health and safety executive at UPS who some workers blame for the inaction, is President Trump's pick to lead the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the federal agency that regulates workplace safety. A Senate committee is scheduled to vote Thursday on his confirmation.

Mr. Keeling, who spent nearly four decades at UPS before moving to Amazon in 2021, would be taking helm at the agency just as it considers the first federal rule designed to protect as many as 36 million workers from extreme heat. Among other things it would require employers in industries like agriculture, construction and manufacturing to provide water and rest breaks when temperatures pass certain levels.

Labor unions are split on his appointment. The International Brotherhood of Teamsters backed Mr. Keeling, saying that as a former tradesman with deep experience in health and safety, he was just the person for the federal government's top worker-safety job.

"He's someone we feel we are able to have a conversation with," said Kara Deniz, a spokeswoman for the Teamsters, which represents 340,000 UPS drivers and package handlers.

But some labor advocates, as well as drivers who worked under Mr. Keeling at UPS, say they struggled to get the company to take measures to address dangerous heat conditions. That included requests for air-conditioning in delivery trucks and personal cooling gear. They say UPS told them that air-conditioning wouldn't be effective because of the trucks' frequent stops.

Since 2015, more than 80 UPS workers have suffered severe heat-related injuries, including during Mr. Keeling's time overseeing the company's global health and safety operations through 2021, according to data reported to OSHA. In 2023, after UPS drivers threatened to strike, the company agreed to start fitting new trucks with air-conditioning.

"We were just slowly cooking," said Robert Johnston, who drove delivery trucks in Arizona for almost three decades before finding a job with Gila County last year. "It felt like we would have a driver a week go down, and end up going to the E.R. with heat stress," he said. "David Keeling was in a position to change those things, and he didn't do it."

UPS said in a statement that it doesn't take a position on individual nominations, but that it valued "collaboration with all public officials and regulators to ensure policies support a safe and efficient logistics industry." It said that it was installing air-conditioning in its vehicles and buildings, and was providing its workers with cooling gear, including performance gear that workers dunk in cold water.

Amazon said safety is its top priority, and that its heat mitigation practices meet or exceed state requirements and current federal guidance. The company said its delivery trucks are air-conditioned.

David Keeling a Senate hearing on June 5. Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee


Groups representing both UPS and Amazon have lobbied against federal heat rules. In a January letter to OSHA, Mr. Keeling's successor at UPS, Cormac Gilligan, urged the agency to reconsider its proposed rules.

The company has already taken various steps to address heat, Mr. Gilligan said in the letter. "UPS believes that our drivers and package handlers are world-class industrial athletes," he wrote.

Anastasia Christman, senior policy analyst at the National Employment Law Project, a pro-labor organization, said she understood "that people who come from running big businesses might have some real experience in health and safety. That said, I don't think his track record would indicate he's a real champion on these issues."

Mr. Keeling declined to comment beyond a February post on LinkedIn in which he had expressed his gratitude to President Trump for the nomination. In that post, he said that, if confirmed, he was excited "to further OSHA's mission to enhance workplace safety and health."

At his confirmation hearing this month, he voiced a preference for standards that are set by an industry, not the government. Industry-set standards, he said, undergo "more rigorous review, regular updating, and continuous improvement" than OSHA standards.

In response to a question from Senator Edward J. Markey, Democrat of Massachusetts, asking whether he was committed to putting a heat rule in place, Mr. Keeling said he would "review and consider stakeholder concerns and recommendations prior to determining how to move forward with this rule-making."

"He would not commit," Mr. Markey said in an interview. "I have no faith that Mr. Keeling, or any Trump nominee, will break course from his deregulatory onslaught."

Requests for Cooling Vests

Maurice Nelson, a longtime UPS driver and union steward, drove a truck in Arizona's heat for years. "Open doors and 40 miles an hour. That was our air-conditioning," he said.

As UPS declined to add air-conditioning to its delivery trucks under successive safety executives, including Mr. Keeling, he asked the company to distribute rechargeable cooling vests to drivers. "But they said, 'Oh, we're not spending money on that,'" said Mr. Nelson, who two years ago punched out for the last time after 50 years at UPS.

Teamsters for a Democratic Union, a splinter group of UPS drivers, has accused the company of continuing to be slow to put new air-conditioned trucks on the road. It has also criticized Mr. Keeling's nomination. "Teamsters know bosses rarely care about our safety," it said. "Now more than ever, we need to fight for ourselves."

UPS said that since 2023, new vehicles at the company have been fitted with air-conditioning. (Mr. Keeling left UPS in 2021.) It also said that it had upgraded its older delivery trucks to reduce temperature and improve airflow, including adding heat shields on the exhaust to keep the floor cooler.

The company said it had also provided more than 1 million pieces of cooling gear to drivers, including hats and sleeves, as well cooling vests to workers in warehouses, which they submerge in ice water.

Because drivers might leave their trucks 100 to 150 times a day, "air conditioning is not helping anybody during a big chunk of their time," said Douglas Casa of the Korey Stringer Institute at the University of Connecticut, a health center that advises UPS on heat strategy. "I'm happy that they're moving toward air-conditioned vehicles," he said, but pointed out that other cooling products, education and hydration are also important.

Mr. Keeling's brief time at Amazon, as director of global road and transportation safety from 2021 to 2023, coincided with heightened criticism over worker deaths and injuries under extreme heat, as well as the company's opposition to workers' attempts to unionize. Amazon delivery drivers and others have started to organize in some locations.

Amazon said it has received just three heat-related OSHA citations for inadequate safety protections since 2019, one of which was withdrawn, another which was downgraded, and one which the company was contesting.

The debate over the heat rule comes as OSHA faces steep cuts to its budget under President Trump, as well as an executive order by the president that federal agencies should repeal at least 10 rules for every new one.

Jordan Barab, deputy assistant secretary of OSHA during the Obama administration, said that Mr. Keeling "is not an ideologue who's dedicated his life to destroying the agency, so at least that's good." Still, he said, there remains the question of "whether the rule is going to go anywhere."

Workers in the construction industry are particularly vulnerable to rising temperatures. Mike Blake/Reuters


Risk From Rising Temperatures

Illnesses and deaths related to heat exposure have increased in recent years as climate change pushes temperatures higher. Extreme heat puts stress on the body by making the heart work harder, increasing the risk of cardiovascular issues like heart attacks.

About 40 workers die each year from exposure to environmental heat, the Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates. Experts say that number is likely an undercount because heat-related injuries are often blamed on underlying health conditions or on other workplace accidents. Workers in agriculture, construction and delivery services are particularly vulnerable.

Last year was the hottest on record. On average heat kills more people annually than hurricanes, floods and tornadoes combined, according to the National Weather Service.

Prevention of heat-related illnesses can be straightforward, experts say. People generally need shade, rest and water.

Last year the Biden administration proposed a rule establishing heat thresholds that trigger specific employer responsibilities. At a "heat index" of 80 degrees, a measurement that combines air temperature with humidity to measure how hot the air feels to a human body, companies must provide water and break areas. At 90 degrees, they must offer 15-minute breaks once every two hours, in addition to other measures.

The thresholds are based on scientific research. A 2020 OSHA study of 570 heat-related deaths determined that 96 percent of deaths happened above an 80-degree heat index.

Industry Opposition

At recent OSHA hearings, industry groups opposed the measures. The proposed standard made no allowances for differences in workplaces or employee sensitivity to heat, said Marc Freedman, vice president of workplace policy at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, which counts UPS and Amazon among its members.

In addition, mandating breaks "would be highly disruptive to many workplaces," he said. "Consider, for example, airline baggage handlers and the impact mandatory 15-minute breaks would have on moving passenger luggage."

Heat thresholds "must be higher than a mere 80 degrees," Mr. Freedman said. "Employees are not exposed to any kind of injury and illness threat at 80 degrees," he said, "based on what I hear from my employers and my members."

Union representatives, meanwhile, pushed for more protections than the proposed rule would offer.

"We believe that the standard should provide workers with an explicit right to stop working as soon as they experience signs or symptoms of heat-related illness, which can quickly escalate into a life-threatening situation," said Darius Sivin, an occupational health scientist at United Auto Workers. "If the air-conditioning breaks, work should be suspended until it is fixed."

A handful of states, including California, Colorado, and Minnesota, have adopted workplace heat standards. However, state legislatures in Florida and Texas have passed laws that prevent local governments from establishing their own workplace heat standards.

Rebecca Reindel, director of occupational safety at the AFL-CIO, which represents 15 million workers across a range of industries, said the lack of heat regulations in most states left workers vulnerable and made federal standards critical. "Letting employers address heat however they want, with no rules whatsoever, is what we have now in most places," she said.

Claire Brown contributed reporting and Kitty Bennett contributed research.
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Blake Farenthold, 63, Congressman Who Quit in Harassment Case, Dies

A Texas Republican, he gave up his seat after news broke that public funds had been used to settle the case, made by his former communications director.

Blake Farenthold in 2015. He was sued the year before by his former communications director, Lauren Greene, for harassment. Tom Williams/CQ Roll Call, via Getty Images



By Adam Nossiter



Jun 24, 2025 at 09:16 PM

Blake Farenthold, a former Republican congressman from Texas who resigned in 2018 after it was revealed that $84,000 in public funds had been used to settle a sexual harassment suit against him, died on Friday in Corpus Christi. He was 63.

His death, in a hospital, was confirmed by his longtime political consultant, Steve Ray, who said that Mr. Farenthold had been treated for liver and heart ailments.

Mr. Farenthold's congressional career ended abruptly. In December 2017, some two weeks after the news broke of the settlement payment, he announced that he wouldn't run again for the seat he had held since 2010, when he rode the Tea Party wave into Congress.

During his time in office, he told a constituent that Congress should have investigated President Barack Obama's birth certificate; he voted to repeal the Affordable Care Act; and he spoke of "a pathway to legalization" for undocumented immigrants, in a district with a large Hispanic population.

His resignation came at the height of the #MeToo movement; in that December alone, three other congressmen had stepped down over sexual misconduct.

Less than four months later, in April 2018, Mr. Farenthold abruptly quit his seat amid a new investigation by the House Committee on Ethics.

Mr. Farenthold in 2018, the year he resigned from office. Tom Williams/CQ Roll Call, via Getty Images


Funds for the settlement payout had come from an obscure congressional agency, the Office of Compliance, after Mr. Farenthold was sued in 2014 by his former communications director, Lauren Greene. In her complaint, she said that he had regularly made comments suggesting that they might have a sexual relationship. She also said that his executive assistant had told her that the congressman had "sexual fantasies" about her.

Ms. Greene was fired after she complained. Her successor later described an abusive workplace environment in which the congressman regularly made sexually graphic jokes.

Mr. Farenthold denied Ms. Greene's allegations, and in 2015, the Office of Congressional Ethics, an independent nonpartisan board, cleared him.

But after reports came out about the settlement, he acknowledged in a statement that he had allowed "a workplace culture to take root in my office that was too permissive and decidedly unprofessional."

"It accommodated destructive gossip, offhand comments, off-color jokes," he said.

He explained his behavior by telling constituents, "I'd never served in public office before."

Mr. Farenthold first promised to pay back the money, but then he recanted, saying his lawyers had advised him not to. The Capitol Hill publication Roll Call called him the 39th wealthiest member of Congress, and the Center for Responsive Politics estimated his worth at $35 million, stemming in part from family businesses and trusts.

Mr. Ray, the political consultant, said in an interview that Mr. Farenthold had been "an easy target on some of this stuff."

"He was just a regular old guy," Mr. Ray added. "He had a good time with stuff." Even before taking office, he had acquired a somewhat clownish reputation: During his first campaign, a photo surfaced of Mr. Farenthold wearing duck-patterned pajamas with his arm around a lingerie model.

Mr. Farenthold in 2013. During his time in office representing Corpus Christi, "he worked on local issues over and over," a colleague said. Bill Clark/CQ Roll Call, via Getty Images


Still, Mr. Ray praised Mr. Farenthold's representation of his district, saying he had made strides to secure funding for infrastructure in Corpus Christi. "He worked on local issues over and over," he said.

But, he added, "We all make some mistakes along the way."

Randolph Blake Farenthold was born on Dec. 12, 1961, in Corpus Christi to George Randolph Farenthold and Mary Sue (Ogg) Farenthold. His father was a wealthy rancher and the stepson of Frances T. Farenthold, who was known as Sissy, a liberal politician who served as the only woman in the Texas House, at the end of the 1960s, and twice sought the governorship. His grandfather George Farenthold was a wealthy Belgian immigrant who made a further fortune in the Texas oil industry.

In 1972, George Randolph Farenthold, known as Randy, was murdered after agreeing to testify against con men who had swindled him; his body was found washed ashore on the Texas coast, at Port Aransas Beach, with a 40-pound concrete block chained around his neck.

Blake Farenthold attended Incarnate Word Academy, a private school in Corpus Christi, and then earned a B.S. in radio, television and film from the University of Texas in 1985 and a law degree from St. Mary's University School of Law, in San Antonio, in 1989.

He spent seven years at the Kleberg law firm in San Antonio, leaving in 1996 to start a computer consulting company. He was also a conservative radio personality for a time, co-hosting the popular talk show "Lago in the Morning," on KKTX-AM in Corpus Christi.

Mr. Farenthold in 2011. He was elected to office in 2010 after narrowly defeating Solomon Ortiz, the Democratic incumbent. Stephen Crowley/The New York Times


In his 2010 race, Mr. Farenthold defeated the incumbent, Solomon Ortiz, a Democrat who had held the seat since 1982, by barely 800 votes. Subsequent re-elections were far easier to secure after the Texas Legislature redrew Mr. Farenthold's district to make it more heavily Republican.

After leaving Congress, he worked briefly as a lobbyist for a port authority in South Texas, then returned to his old radio show in Corpus Christi.

Mr. Farenthold is survived by his wife, Debbie; two daughters, Morgan and Amanda; one grandson; and a sister, Sue Farenthold.
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Gailard Sartain, Character Actor and 'Hee Haw' Regular, Dies at 81

Though best known for comedy, he also played serious roles, including a sinister sheriff in "Mississippi Burning." The director Alan Rudolph cast him in nine films.

Gailard Sartain in the 1989 film "Blaze." He was best known for his long stint on the variety series "Hee Haw," but he also had a long and diverse movie career. Sidney Baldwin/Touchstone Pictures, via Alamy



By Richard Sandomir



Jun 25, 2025 at 03:30 PM

Gailard Sartain, a character actor who moved easily between comedy, as a cast member on the variety series "Hee Haw"; music, as the Big Bopper singing "Chantilly Lace" in "The Buddy Holly Story"; and drama, as a racist sheriff in "Mississippi Burning," died on Thursday at his home in Tulsa, Okla. He was 81.

His wife, Mary Jo (Regier) Sartain, confirmed the death but did not specify a cause.

Mr. Sartain spent 20 years on "Hee Haw," the country equivalent of "Laugh-In," hosted by Buck Owens and Roy Clark, which combined cornpone sketches with music. The characters he played included a bumbling store employee, a chef at a truck stop and Officer Bull Moose. At the same time, he also developed a movie career that began with "Nashville" (1975), Robert Altman's improvisational drama set against the background of the country music industry.

In that film, Mr. Sartain played a man at an airport lunch counter talking to Keenan Wynn. "I just said, 'Ask Keenan what he's doing in Nashville,' and he did," Alan Rudolph, the assistant director of the film, said in an interview. But Mr. Rudolph saw something special in Mr. Sartain and went on to cast him in nine films he directed over the next two decades, including "Roadie" (1980) and "Endangered Species" (1982).

"I only wish I could have fit him into another nine," he said. "Gailard had a certain silly magic about him. Most of my films are serious and comedic at the same time. In 'Roadie,' he was opposite Meat Loaf, as beer truck drivers, and that was about 700 pounds in the front of a beer truck. That should be funny."

One of Mr. Sartain's most notable roles was in "Mississippi Burning" (1988), Alan Parker's film about the F.B.I.'s investigation into the murders in 1964 of the civil rights workers, James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner, who were buried in an earthen dam. Mr. Sartain played Ray Stuckey, a county sheriff whose deputy was among the Ku Klux Klansmen who killed the men.

Mr. Sartain played a racist Southern sheriff in the 1988 movie "Mississippi Burning." "Nobody likes to be typecast as a barefooted hillbilly," he said, "so when I had the opportunity to do other roles, I happily did it." Orion Pictures


Mr. Sartain played the character with barely concealed malevolence, proving that he could portray a serious character.

"Nobody likes to be typecast as a barefooted hillbilly," he told The Tulsa World in 2017, "so when I had the opportunity to do other roles, I happily did it."

Lawrence Rainey, the former sheriff of Neshoba County on whom Mr. Sartain's character was based, was acquitted of civil rights violations for conspiring to kill Mr. Goodman, Mr. Chaney and Mr. Schwerner. Seven other men were convicted. A year after the film's release, Mr. Rainey sued Orion Pictures for libel. 

Mr. Sartain in the 1980s. He continued acting into the 21st century before retiring in 2005. Ralph Dominguez/MediaPunch -- IPX, via Associated Press


Gailard Lee Sartain Jr. was born on Sept. 18, 1943, in Tulsa. His father was the chief of the Tulsa Fire Department, and his mother, Elizabeth (Bell), Sartain, was an administrative assistant in the oil and gas industry.

A gifted illustrator and painter, Mr. Sartain graduated from the University of Tulsa in 1969 with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree and hoped to become an art teacher. That ambition was derailed when he was hired as a cameraman at KOTV, a TV station in Tulsa.

Some goofing around in front of the camera led him to be named host of a late-night Saturday sketch comedy show, "Dr. Mazeppa Pompazoidi's Uncanny Film Festival and Camp Meeting," in 1970. The show's cast also included Gary Busey, who would later play the title role in "The Buddy Holly Story" (1978).

"I started doing Mazeppa, and it got out of hand," Mr. Sartain told The Tulsa World in 1972, at about the time he joined "Hee Haw." He continued to play the role for another year.

Mr. Sartain with his fellow "Hee Haw" cast members (clockwise from bottom left) Minnie Pearl, Gordie Tapp and George Lindsey. CBS, via Everett Collection


And he stayed on "Hee Haw" until 1992. He was also seen on "The Sonny and Cher Show," "9 to 5" and other TV shows, and in films like "All of Me" (1984), "The Outsiders" (1983) and three of Jim Varney's lowbrow "Ernest" comedies, "Ernest Goes to Camp" (1987), "Ernest Saves Christmas" (1988) and "Ernest Goes to Jail" (1990).

Mr. Sartain retired after playing an undertaker in "Elizabethtown" (2005), Cameron Crowe's film about a sneaker designer (Orlando Bloom) for a Nike-like company who is fired from his job and returns to his family home in Kentucky after his father's death.

In addition to acting, Mr. Sartain created artwork, including the cover of Leon Russell's 1975 album, "Will o' the Wisp," and posters for the Tulsa International Mayfest, a celebration of performing and visual arts.

In addition to acting, Mr. Sartain created artwork, including this Leon Russell album cover. Gailard Sartain for Shelter Records


Mr. Sartain's marriage to Ann Rummerfield ended in divorce. In addition to his wife, a former festival chair of the Mayfest, he is survived by three children from his first marriage, Ben Sartain, Sarah Lee and Esther Pitcock; a granddaughter; and a great-grandson.

In "The Grifters," a 1990 crime thriller starring Annette Bening, her con artist character seduces her landlord, played by Mr. Sartain, rather than pay her overdue rent. The director, Stephen Frears, instructed a fully clothed Mr. Sartain to get on top of Ms. Bening in bed and "wiggle around."

"I don't want to mash you," Mr. Sartain recalled telling Ms. Bening, who said that it was not a problem. During filming, he told The Tulsa World, Mr. Frears demanded "more wiggling, more wiggling!"
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Thomas L. Friedman


If This Mideast War Is Over, Get Ready for Some Interesting Politics

Cleanup efforts at a damaged building hit by Israeli missiles last week in Tehran, Iran. Majid Saeedi/Getty Images



By Thomas L. Friedman
Opinion Columnist


Jun 24, 2025 at 10:00 PM

I truly hope this Iran-Israel cease-fire holds and gets extended to Gaza -- first and foremost to see an end to all the killing. But second, because I think this war will trigger in its aftermath much-needed debates in Iran, Israel and the Palestinian community.

These debates won't happen the morning the guns fall silent, when leaders from every country involved will try to claim some sort of victory. But everything in my gut tells me these debates will happen the morning after the morning after -- when all the internal politics will start to kick in.

Among Palestinians in Gaza, the question will be asked of their defeated Hamas leaders: "What in the world were you thinking on Oct. 7, 2023? You started a war with Israel, a vastly superior military foe, with no end game other than destruction, which only got the Jews to retaliate with no end game other than destruction. You sacrificed tens of thousands of homes and lives to win the sympathies of the next generation of global youth on TikTok, but now there is no Gaza."

Among Israelis, the question that will be asked of Israel's radical religious-nationalist government by the largely secular elements of that society -- air force pilots, cyberwarriors, technologists, scientists, weapons designers and Mossad agents, the people who actually defeated Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran -- is this: "Where do you think you're taking us? We were the ones who won this war and we will not let you leverage this victory to win the next election and carry out your plan to crush our Supreme Court, annex the West Bank, excuse the ultra-Orthodox from serving in the army and create a pariah Israel that our kids will no longer want to live in. No way."

And among Iranians, the question that surely will be asked of their clerical leaders and the corrupt Revolutionary Guards: "You spent billions of dollars trying to build a nuclear bomb to threaten Israel and remote-control Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Yemen. But you brought the war home to our country -- our families had to flee Tehran and our generals were killed by Israeli drones in their own beds. All you did was destroy a few buildings and kill some civilians in Israel, and when Donald Trump attacked our three key nuclear facilities, your response was to put on a harmless sound and light show over a U.S. air base in Qatar. You were paper tigers, who only knew how to use technology to repress our own people. Meanwhile, our great Persian civilization is destitute, broken and miles behind the rest of the world."

It may not happen overnight, but every bone in my body says these discussions are coming. Because we have never had a war like this in the region. That is, a war in which Hamas, Hezbollah, Iran and Israel are all led by religious nationalists who think God is on their side. A war in which Israel has made Gaza uninhabitable, after being humiliated by Hamas forces that killed more Jews in one day than in any day since the Holocaust. A war in which Israel was able to decapitate and largely destroy Hezbollah as a political force in Lebanon and Syria -- where the pro-Iranian militia had helped crush the shoots of democracy since the 1980s. A war that saw Iran's key nuclear facilities bombed by a U.S. president -- something the Iranian mullahs never thought would happen.

In short: Everyone went all the way, bursting through psychological and military barriers we never imagined would be breached. If they don't stop now, or soon, they will all get where they are going: into a forever war -- everyone, everywhere, all the time -- that will leave nothing and no one unscathed.

For all of these reasons, I'm convinced that some very big internal debates are coming -- if the wars really stop.

For autocratic movements like Hamas or countries like Iran, history teaches us that internally driven regime change happens only after the war is over -- and without foreign interventions, said the pollster and political scientist Craig Charney. It has to happen organically by a change in the relationship between the leaders there and those they are leading.

"In Serbia in 2000, nationalist president Slobodan Milosevic fell after losing wars in Bosnia and Kosovo when he tried to steal the next election," Mr. Charney said in an interview. "Iraq's defeat in the first Gulf War led to a massive revolt against Saddam Hussein that he had to brutally put down. When Argentina's military junta lost the Falklands War of 1982, it had to allow democracy's return. And after the Armistice marking Germany's loss in World War I came the November Revolution that toppled the kaiser. Strongmen don't look so strong when they're losers."

The limited polling we have from Gaza, Mr. Charney added, suggests a backlash against Hamas for the catastrophe people there have experienced. There is no polling yet from Iran since the current conflict began, "but social media chatter was reportedly favorable when it began with strikes against unpopular regime figures -- and then became more rally-round-the-flag as civilian casualties have mounted," Mr. Charney said. Now let's see what happens if the cease-fire holds.

All I know for sure is this: Israel is the kind of democracy that Iran's secular educated elite -- part of a rich Persian civilizational legacy -- hope this war will pave the way for in Tehran. But an Iranian-style theocracy is precisely what Israel's secular educated warriors, pilots, scientists and cyber experts want to make sure Israel's victory doesn't create in Jerusalem -- if there are new elections soon and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's coalition tries to ride this war to victory.

As Ari Shavit, an Israeli writer, pointed out to me: The sector of Israeli society that did the most to win the war against Iran "was precisely the same sector that for eight months went out to the streets every Saturday night to prevent Netanyahu's extreme-right government from destroying Israel's liberal democracy."

In 1970, Mr. Shavit noted, the Israeli historian Shabtai Teveth wrote a famous book: "The Cursed Blessing: The Story of Israel's Occupation of the West Bank." It basically argued that the unintended consequence of the 1967 war was that it unlocked messianic forces in Israeli society. Once the West Bank, the heart of biblical Israel, was back in Israel's hands, these forces would never consent to return it and would instead insist on settling. And here it is now -- still in Israel's hands 58 years later -- with a soul-draining, democracy-eroding occupation.

What if, as with the unintended consequences of 1967, Mr. Shavit concluded, "we will look back in 20 years and see that this war made Israel more like Iran is today and made Iran more like the Israel that was before. Because the extremists in Israel were able to take the victory delivered by liberal, democratic, scientific and enlightened Israel and turn this nation into a dark place."

The Palestinian community is also sorely in need of a rethink. The "curse" of the Palestinians is that because their enemy has been the Jews, their plight has always received an inordinate amount of international attention and support that other groups never enjoyed -- like the Kurds, who got stuck fighting for a state against Saddam Hussein and Turkey's Tayyip Erdogan. It's been a curse because all of that attention as victims often blunted the will of many Palestinians to assume more agency and conduct the kind of hard introspection that repeated military defeats should have stimulated.

When students on college campuses all over America are calling to "globalize the intifada," why bother calling for the return of Salam Fayyad, the most effective nation-building Palestinian leader.

Will this time be different? Will the terrible defeat that Hamas's Oct. 7 attack delivered to Gaza tilt Palestinians to clearly and unambiguously get behind institutional reform of the Palestinian Authority, a demand for professional leadership and support for a demilitarized state along the 1967 lines? I hope so. Will it produce the thing Mr. Netanyahu most wants to avoid the emergence of: a competent, compromising, legitimate Palestinian Authority -- i.e., a real partner for peace? Wouldn't that be ironic.

In sum, this regional war for the players in the Middle East was the equivalent of World War II for Europe: It completely shakes up the status quo and opens the way for something new. Whether that new thing will be better or worse within and between the parties to this war is what will be most fascinating -- or depressing -- for me to watch.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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Guest Essay


How Awful Is the Republican Megabill? Here Are Four of the Worst Parts.

 Dave Bowers



By Jacob S. Hacker and Patrick Sullivan
Mr. Hacker is a co-author of "Let Them Eat Tweets : How the Right Rules in an Age of Extreme Inequality." Mr. Sullivan is a postdoctoral fellow at Yale.


Jun 25, 2025 at 10:01 AM

The Trump-era Republican Party, we're told, is a working-class party standing up for ordinary citizens against powerful elites. One section of the Republicans' major policy bill is even titled "Working Families Over Elites."

But that bill -- the one and only major legislative effort of Trump 2.0 -- is the most regressive, least populist policy package in memory. With its distinctive mix of tax cuts laser-focused on the rich and spending cuts that most hurt middle- and low-income Americans, it would shift more resources up the income ladder than any bill passed since scorekeepers started keeping track. And when voters learn what it would do -- even Republican voters -- they recoil from it.

We know, because we asked them. In a survey we ran after the House version of the bill passed, we showed a random selection of voters how the bill would affect the take-home income of less affluent Americans versus the top 1 percent. Opposition exploded, with only 11 percent of Americans supporting the bill -- one-third the level of support seen among those not shown the distributional results. Among Republicans, the shift was even larger: Support and opposition flipped -- to nearly 3 to 1 opposition from nearly 3 to 1 support.

As unpopular as the bill is, however, Americans have yet to fully understand the special alchemy of inegalitarianism that defines it. Break through the deception and misdirection, and Republicans' signature policy bill, which President Trump and G.O.P. lawmakers call the One Big Beautiful Bill, seems more aptly named Elites Over Working Families.

The bill is awful for most Americans in many ways. Here are four of the worst.

 Dave Bowers


1. It is epically regressive

To understand why the G.O.P. initiative is so upwardly skewed, it helps to think of it as combining the two most unpopular major bills since 1990 -- both of which were pushed by Mr. Trump and congressional Republicans in 2017. Bill 1 (which passed) was the Trump tax cuts, which showered most of their largess on the superaffluent. Bill 2 (which failed) was Republicans' Affordable Care Act "repeal and replace" drive, which would have slashed health care benefits received mostly by middle- and lower-income Americans.

The current bill is basically a mix tape of these 2017 tracks, with some bonus material thrown in, including the biggest retrenchment of SNAP, also known as food stamps, in its history, and big cuts to loans and Pell grants for nonaffluent college students. (In the Senate last week, the parliamentarian rejected the SNAP cuts.)

When you combine those two epically unpopular bills you get an epically regressive result -- the only such bill since at least the mid-1980s (when distributional analyses became available) that reduces disposable income among the bottom 20 percent by the same magnitude as it raises it among the top 20 percent (by on average 4 percent of after-tax income, according to our colleagues at the Budget Lab at Yale University).

The George W. Bush tax cuts of 2001 did even more for the rich. But they could be sold as helping everyone, even as they helped those at the top the most. What defines the current G.O.P. bill is that Republicans are willing to finance their beneficence for the rich -- or at least a share of it -- with painful spending cuts for the non-affluent. (The rest of the cost would be piled onto the country's already astronomical debt.)

 Dave Bowers


2. The hyper-regressive tax cuts you haven't heard enough about

You might think Americans know that the tax cuts in the Republican bill are targeted at the top. But that's not what our survey found. Voters had heard a lot about Mr. Trump's "no tax on tips" and "no tax on overtime" ideas -- provisions that Vice President JD Vance recently pointed to as proof of the party's populist priorities.

But those tax cuts are a rounding error compared with the big-ticket tax cuts focused on the rich, about which voters have heard almost nothing.

Take two of these mystery provisions: an expanded and permanent deduction for "pass through" business income and a higher (and also permanently indexed) threshold for the estate tax. Together, those two items would cost more than $1 trillion -- over six times the combined cost of the two "no tax" provisions that Mr. Vance highlighted. And both the "pass through" and estate tax changes would benefit the richest of the rich.

There's only one thing you need to know about pass-through business income: almost 70 percent of it goes to the top 1 percent of filers. (By comparison, 45 percent of corporate income does.) Much of the skyrocketing inequality in the United States reflects the reality that, while most Americans rely on easily traced and taxed wages, those at the top can take their income in whatever form is hardest to verify and most lightly taxed.

Pass-through business entities like sole proprietorships and partnerships are increasingly a form of choice. No surprise, then, that the biggest beneficiaries of this tax change would be the richest 0.1 percent of taxpayers, who would, on average, see their incomes rise by more than $120,000 (or 1.4 percent) just from this change.

The estate-tax exemption is slightly better known, but it's still worth emphasizing its skew toward the ultrawealthy. Already, only the largest 0.1 percent of estates -- that is, 1 in 1,000 -- face any federal estate tax liability. A higher, permanent exemption of $30 million for couples ($15 million for individuals) would exclusively benefit an infinitesimally small group of individuals who seek to leave enormous fortunes to their heirs.

And we haven't even discussed the lower top marginal tax rate in the bill, which applies only to single filers with taxable incomes of more than $626,350 and married couples filing jointly with taxable incomes of more than $751,600. Even though the bill also cuts marginal rates on lower levels of income, the biggest beneficiaries of the bill's rate and bracket changes would be households in the top 1 percent, who would see their after-tax incomes increase by 2 percent, or almost $45,000, on average

 Dave Bowers


3. A war on the I.R.S. could make the bill even more costly.

In parallel with targeted tax cuts for the rich, Republicans, led by Mr. Trump, have promised to gut the Internal Revenue Service. If they succeed, the deficits caused by the bill, as well as its tilt to the affluent, would dramatically increase.

The Budget Lab at Yale University estimates that if I.R.S. staffing is halved, as the president is seeking, the amount of unpaid taxes could increase by $2.4 trillion over the next 10 years. If that number sounds familiar, it's how much the Republican bill is already estimated to increase the national debt (not counting interest) over the same period.

So if the assault on the I.R.S. succeeds, the revenue loss from the bill could plausibly double in size. And guess what? The richest 5 percent of taxpayers -- who, again, earn much of their incomes in ways that are not automatically taxed as wages -- account for half of all underreported taxes.

 Dave Bowers


4. It is another "skinny" attempt to repeal Obamacare.

Voters have heard about the regressive spending cuts in the bill -- particularly those to Medicaid. But Republicans have cloaked those cuts in so much duplicitous rhetoric about "deserving" beneficiaries that what they're actually doing remains murky.

What they are not doing is encouraging people to work to get benefits. Congress's own budget scorekeeper says the Medicaid provisions of the bill will have no effect on employment. Based on past experience with the types of work rules in the bill, two of three Americans denied Medicaid because of these new administrative burdens will, in fact, be working or would have a qualified exemption, such as having a disability.

Meanwhile, the bill will reduce the number of Americans with health insurance by 11 million -- and 16 million if you take into account the fact that Republicans refuse to extend expanded tax credits for private health insurance in the Obamacare marketplaces. That 16 million is eerily close to the number of people who were projected to lose coverage under the "skinny" A.C.A. repeal bill that failed to pass the Senate in 2017.

This time, G.O.P. lawmakers hope to escape the wrath of voters by shifting the responsibility to the state level. States are already under mounting fiscal pressure. Now, with dwindling resources and rising need, they will face new restrictions and requirements. Just as the tax cuts could balloon, the losses experienced by working-class Americans could cascade. Only now they will be the states' problem, or so Republicans seem to believe.

The more voters know about this bill, the less they like it. The real question is what G.O.P. lawmakers think. Are they the party of working people or of the rich and powerful? Legislation speaks louder than words.

Jacob S. Hacker, a political science professor at Yale, is the author, with Paul Pierson, of "Let Them Eat Tweets : How the Right Rules in an Age of Extreme Inequality." Patrick Sullivan is a postdoctoral fellow at Yale.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.
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Nicholas Kristof


'The U.S. Cannot Solve All the World's Problems'

Khadiga Adam holds her severely malnourished 2-year-old daughter, Rashida, in South Sudan. Malin Fezehai for The New York Times



By Nicholas Kristof
Opinion Columnist


Jun 25, 2025 at 10:00 PM

Some readers are fed up with me!

"Don't guilt trip me" is a refrain I heard from many readers of my recent columns from West Africa and South Sudan about children dying because of cuts in American humanitarian aid.

Let me try to address the kinds of concerns critics have raised in Times comments and on social media:

These may be tragedies, but they are not our tragedies. They are not our problems. I don't mean to sound cold-hearted, but we are not the world's doctor, and we can't end all suffering.

True. We cannot save every dying child, or every mom hemorrhaging in childbirth. But our inability to save all lives does not imply that we should save none.

A starving child on the brink of death can be brought back with a specialty peanut paste, Plumpy'Nut, costing just $1 a day. And the anemia that often causes women to hemorrhage and die in childbirth can be prevented with prenatal minerals and vitamins costing $2.13 for an entire pregnancy.

Don't those seem reasonable investments?

It's widely acknowledged that there were problems in American humanitarian aid. Why should American taxpayers, already strained and facing rising debt, have to foot the bill for dysfunction?

I've followed the United States Agency for International Development for decades, and by far the worst dysfunction has been the chaos following U.S.A.I.D.'s dismantling this year.

A child dies of malnutrition-related causes every 15 seconds or so, even as 185,535 boxes of Plumpy'Nut are stacked in a warehouse in Rhode Island -- already paid for by American taxpayers. Navyn Salem, chief executive of Edesia Nutrition, which makes the peanut paste and owns the warehouse, says the United States government owns the boxes but now doesn't seem to know how to move them to where they're needed.

Another 500,000 boxes of a similar peanut paste, also already paid for by taxpayers, are sitting in a warehouse in Georgia, according to Mark Moore of Mana Nutrition, which manufactured it. He says that with the shutdown of U.S.A.I.D., the government seems "confused" about what to do with it.

So the government accumulates storage costs for Plumpy'Nut as children die for want of it. Is there any kind of dysfunction more callous and capricious?

We have immense needs here in the United States. Families can't get kids into pre-k, find child care or afford college. Millions of Americans can't access health care for themselves. People are homeless in our cities. So why spend scarce resources on Sierre Leone children instead of American children?

I struggle in my own advocacy and in my personal giving to balance domestic needs against those abroad.

Three principles guide me. First, needs are simply greater abroad. This year, my annual win-a-trip journey, in which I take a university student along on a reporting trip, was in West Africa; my travel partner was Sofia Barnett, a foster child of Native American ancestry from Texas who just graduated with a four-point G.P.A. from Brown University. Sofia considered herself low-income -- yet on this trip she told me how she sees that African poverty is of a different level, leading children to starve to death.

Second, money goes much further abroad. We talked to a mother in Liberia who lost a son earlier this year because she didn't have $20 to buy anti-malaria medicine he needed; try saving a life for $20 in the United States. Third, while it's natural to care more about people close to us, our empathy shouldn't depend on someone's skin color -- or their passport color.

Until this year, American humanitarian aid saved about six lives each minute at a cost of only about 0.24 percent of gross national income, based on rough estimates from the Center for Global Development. That seems a bargain, and I doubt that it reduces help for American children.

You're turning a blind eye to corruption and mismanagement abroad that is the real problem. The countries you visit have governments, so why don't they address these needs? Instead of blaming President Trump, why don't you hold other governments accountable for their failures?

True, many poor countries are plagued by corruption and misrule. The world's worst humanitarian crisis is probably Sudan, and that's because greedy generals are willing to fight a civil war to the last starving child.

That said, should we let Sudanese children perish because of their country's awful generals?

And some countries do take governance very seriously. I took Sofia through Sierra Leone partly because I wanted to show progress as well as challenges. Sierra Leone is a fragile nation still recovering from civil war, but it has done an excellent job addressing health care and education; with support, it could become a bulwark of stability in the region.

We've been pouring tens of billions of dollars into other countries for many decades, and nothing changes. Global poverty and suffering are tragic, but they're also inevitable.

I respectfully disagree. Maybe the worst thing that can happen to a person is to lose a child, and in 1950, 27 percent of children worldwide died before the age of five; now about 4 percent do. Just since 2000, the child mortality rate has fallen by more than half.

That's because of vaccinations, oral rehydration therapy, breastfeeding promotion, the peanut paste I mentioned a moment ago -- oh, and because of U.S.A.I.D. The United States has also slashed funding for U.N. agencies and nonprofits that orchestrated those gains. One of the greatest figures of the last century was James P. Grant, an American who led Unicef and ,with American funding, saved tens of millions of lives; shorn of budgets, Unicef and other agencies face agonizing decisions about what to cut.

Providing food aid may seem merciful, but it just leads to population increases and more people starving down the road. What America needs to provide isn't food and medical assistance but family planning.

Yes, family planning is important, and it's tragic that the Trump administration cut some funding for contraceptives as well as all support for the United Nations Population Fund, a major provider of family planning. But poverty drives large family size as much as the other way around. When parents aren't sure their children will survive, they have more.

Yet as living standards improve and girls become more educated, birth rates plummet. I have a copy of a 1959 book uncomfortably titled "Too Many Asians," predicting Malthusian disaster. But a woman in India now averages just two births, less than the 2.1 replacement rate needed to keep a population steady in the long run.

So by all means help women and men access family planning, but let's not think of contraceptives as substitutes for food and medicine.

You make it sound as if we're the only country in the world. What about Europe? What about the other rich countries? Why don't they help?

Most of our peer countries donate more per capita to humanitarian aid than the United States does: Norway is the champion, donating more than four times as much per capita.

Many people would be willing to support the truly needy, but U.S.A.I.D. became a mismanaged left-wing pot of money to finance all kinds of liberal programs around the world that American taxpayers don't like. Aid programs are just paying the price for liberal excesses.

Let me push back at that caricature.

It is true that U.S.A.I.D. was endlessly bureaucratic, but what it needed was reform; what it got was demolition. It's also true that under Democratic administrations, U.S.A.I.D. funded liberal pet projects that weren't always cost-effective or evidence-based, just as Republican administrations funded conservative projects that wasted money (such as abstinence-only education to prevent AIDS).

But here's a metric to consider: In addition to keeping diseases at bay and promoting American soft power, U.S.A.I.D. may have saved more lives per billion dollars spent than any agency in government.

That seems to me not a failure, but a moral and management triumph.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.
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Guest Essay


Democratic Leaders Tried to Crush Zohran Mamdani. They Should Have Been Taking Notes.

 Dave Sanders for The New York Times



By Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Ms. Kirszner Katz has been a Democratic strategist for over 20 years, advising candidates such as John Fetterman and Ruben Gallego.


Jun 25, 2025 at 10:02 AM

On Tuesday night, Zohran Mamdani shocked the political establishment. There are lessons that national Democrats should take from his strong showing in the Democratic primary for mayor of New York City. But I worry they won't. Democrats have a curiosity problem, and it's losing us elections.

After Bernie Sanders mounted a formidable challenge to Hillary Clinton in the 2016 presidential primary, precious few Democratic leaders asked what they could learn from it. Two years later, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez came out of nowhere to defeat the No. 4-ranking Democrat in the House. They again dismissed it as a fluke.

The party establishment's impulse to stifle and ignore some of its most exciting emerging voices isn't limited to progressives. Take Chris Deluzio in Pennsylvania or Pat Ryan in New York. While decidedly more moderate than Mr. Mamdani, both congressmen campaigned last fall on bringing down costs for people in their swing districts and taking on huge corporations and billionaires, a strategy Mr. Ryan described as "patriotic populism." Even though it won them both races, Washington Democrats have been hesitant to embrace that strategy.

I saw similar complacency last year while advising Ruben Gallego's successful Senate campaign in Arizona. Although Mr. Gallego was the only Democratic candidate in the race, we struggled to get buy-in early on from the Washington Democratic establishment. It saw his blunt-spoken style as too risky for Arizona. He went on to outperform Kamala Harris by eight points.

If Democratic leaders don't start asking themselves how these candidates won, and what they can learn from their success, we'll be doomed to fail in the future.

Since their losses last fall, Democrats have obsessed over how to reverse their declining fortunes. By and large, the consensus has been that we need candidates with a sharp economic argument that can connect with young people, men, voters of color and the working class.

In the New York City mayoral race we got a candidate who checked many of those boxes: Mr. Mamdani.

My media consulting firm made ads for Mr. Mamdani, so maybe I'm a bit biased. But whether you agree with him on the issues or not, it's clear from early results -- and Mr. Cuomo's stunning concession Tuesday night -- that he succeeded. The race may not be called until next week, and the general election isn't until November, but Mr. Mamdani indisputably managed to leap from obscurity to front-runner in mere months. He did so by staying relentlessly on message and grounding that message in affordability. Ask an Andrew Cuomo voter for some of his top policy ideas, and he or she will probably struggle to name one. Ask a Mamdani voter, and I bet he or she could name a few: "Freeze the rent," "free buses," "a city you can afford."

Mr. Mamdani also got creative about how to communicate his message. He broke through on social media with viral videos that reached beyond the professionally online crowd. Mr. Cuomo and some of his other rivals derided him as a "social media messenger," as if that were an insult. They mocked his videos at the debates.

Mr. Mamdani's viral debate clip attacking Mr. Cuomo for his record of scandal and misconduct racked up over 10 million views on X and over a million more on TikTok. Sure, X is not real life, and virality alone doesn't win elections, but actually motivating young people to go to the polls sure can.

Early voting more than doubled this year compared with 2021, largely because of a huge influx of young voters: As of Thursday, more 25- to 34-year-olds had cast ballots than any other age group. Mr. Mamdani also polled well with men.

While Mr. Cuomo and his allies wrote off Mr. Mamdani's social media success, they missed how it was manifesting in palpable enthusiasm across the city. We saw that at the ballot box on Tuesday, but even before they started counting votes, you could feel it.

On Friday, starting around 7 p.m., Mr. Mamdani walked the length of Manhattan -- about 13 miles. As he walked by, street vendors recognized him and shook his hand. Outdoor diners jumped up from their tables to tell him that he gave them hope, and young people waiting outside of bars screamed his name and took selfies with him. Some supporters joined in on the walk after they said hello. It reminded me of the "Forrest Gump" scene where he runs across America and slowly crowds join in behind him.

Sounds like a candidate for the party to invest in, right?

Instead, national Democrats -- with the help of Trump donors -- came together to try to stop him by funneling $25 million into a pro-Cuomo PAC.

Winning elections is about addition. We need a big tent. That's why instead of writing off candidates who resonate with voters because we disagree on an issue or two, Democrats should be asking why voters were drawn to them in the first place.

I'm not saying Democrats should try to run candidates exactly like Mr. Mamdani everywhere. That's not going to work for a lot of reasons.

But I am begging Democrats to embrace candidates who can authentically speak to the electorate they're running to represent, whether they're in red, blue, urban or rural areas. And we should not be so quick to squash exciting candidates just because they seem risky, look different or challenge the status quo. Sometimes we have to try new things.

And when we do find candidates who resonate, we should welcome them into our tent -- and try to figure out how they do it.

With so much on the line in 2026, Democrats can't get curious soon enough.

Rebecca Kirszner Katz is a founder of the Fight Agency, a media consulting firm for populist candidates.
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letters


A Shock in New York's Mayoral Primary

Jun 25, 2025 at 06:47 PM


At his victory party, Zohran Mamdani promised to be a mayor for all New Yorkers. Shuran Huang for The New York Times

Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo ran for mayor in a fight for political resurrection. Adam Gray for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Mamdani Stuns Cuomo in New York Mayoral Primary" (nytimes.com, June 25):

Zohran Mamdani's upset showing against former Gov. Andrew Cuomo in the Democratic mayoral primary on Tuesday is a monumental moment for New Yorkers to savor.

That a joyous 33-year-old democratic socialist from Queens electrified progressive voters and then stunned a well-funded, legendary and sometimes ruthless political player for mayor of the country's largest city sends a hope-filled message to young people that our country's political system is not as restricted by and beholden to big money as it often seems.

Nonetheless, a brilliant campaign filled with costly promises does not make for a successful mayoral administration in a city as difficult as New York. Although Mr. Mamdani was not my first choice, I'm filled with a sense of cautious optimism about his prospects.

My hope, should he win in November, is that he fills his administration with sage individuals who remain true to his progressive values but offer guidance through the potentially perilous challenges the city is likely to face over the next few years.

Cody Lyon
Brooklyn

To the Editor:

Zohran Mamdani's commanding lead in the Democratic mayoral primary in New York bodes ill for Democrats nationally, as it is further evidence of a fractured party, one without a clear, unifying agenda or identity.

Mr. Mamdani's showing will undoubtedly be viewed as a positive development by Republicans nationally, and they will delight in using it to bolster their case that the Democrats are out of touch with the values and economic concerns of average Americans, who will be turned off by his socialist leanings.

We are indeed a nation of blue and red states. In the event of a Mamdani mayoralty, New York would turn indigo.

Mark Godes
Chelsea, Mass.

To the Editor:

As I watched the New York City mayoral primary from the San Francisco Bay Area, it was clear to me that people demand change. This is yet another indication that the old-line Democratic Party no longer resonates with many voters.

I can't imagine what will happen in the next presidential election if the Democratic Party, on life support, refuses to wake up and make changes that are necessary to elect another president.

Mary Rae Fouts
Pleasant Hill, Calif.

Trump's Reversals

 Ioulex for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "A President Often Willing to Swerve or Backpedal," by Ross Douthat (column, June 1):

I think that Mr. Douthat is conflating President Trump's ability to change his spots with an ingenuity that simply isn't present. Of course thoughtfulness, flexibility and perspicacity would be welcome attributes, but the president instead thrives on disruption, noise and intimidation.

When he senses that his supporters are wavering, he automatically does a 180-degree turn. This is not political resilience as much as it is demagoguery.

Michael Lilian
Bala Cynwyd, Pa.

Cookie Monster

 Brendan Conroy


To the Editor:

Re "Keep Your Laws Off My Doughnuts," by Peter Mehlman (Opinion guest essay, June 4):

I enjoyed reading about Mr. Mehlman's attempted junk food time trip, taken in response to Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s "Make America Healthy Again" report. It sounds as if he might be about my age.

I well -- and for the most part, fondly -- recall the culinary delights he mentions, although hailing from Southern California, I did miss out on White Castle burgers. There was, though, the deep-fried bliss of Jack-in-the-Box's Jack Burrito and many others.

But the author seriously misses the boat on one epicurean junk-food ecstasy when he mentions "Entenmann's doughnuts (with the dark brown waxy coating they don't even pretend to call chocolate on the box)," but fails to rhapsodize about the same bakery's chocolate chip cookies.

I discovered that once a box was opened, it was impossible for me to stop eating them. They were a secret, sordid delight and an essential component of my nutrition pyramid for years.

Multiple moves and the passage of time have meant that, sadly, I haven't seen an Entenmann's chocolate chip cookie in more than 25 years. Perhaps they'll be available in heaven ... or hell? Either way, I can hope!

Marc Truitt
Sackville, New Brunswick
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How Chinese Carmakers Doubled Their Share of the European Market

BYD and other companies doubled their share of the car market after the European Union imposed higher tariffs on electric vehicles from China.

A hybrid vehicle made by the Chinese company Chery at a showroom in Rome. Chinese automakers have focused their sales on countries like Italy, where German and French car companies are less entrenched than in Northern Europe. Stephanie Gengotti for The New York Times



By Jack Ewing
Reporting from Rome


Jun 18, 2025 at 04:59 PM

When the European Union last year imposed steep tariffs on electric cars made in China, it looked like a serious setback for BYD and other Chinese automakers.

But the Chinese companies were not so easily discouraged. They pivoted to hybrids or gasoline-powered cars that were exempt from tariffs. They began importing less-expensive models. And they concentrated on countries like Italy and Spain, where German and French carmakers are less entrenched than in Northern Europe.

Despite the tariffs, which are as high as 35 percent for certain companies, Chinese brands doubled their share of the European car market in April from a year earlier, according to registration data compiled by JATO Dynamics, a research firm. It was a potent demonstration of the flexibility and manufacturing prowess of BYD, Geely, Chery, SAIC and other Chinese manufacturers.

"These big, huge companies in China, they have the possibility of doing whatever they want," said Pier Giacomo Cappella, managing director of a chain of dealerships in Italy that sells DR brand cars manufactured by Chery.

Some Chinese automakers design and produce new models in just six months, said Mr. Cappella, who also sells German brands including Porsche and Audi. "The Germans, they take at least two years."

The DR models at one of his showrooms in Rome include a diesel off-road vehicle called the ICH-X K2. It strongly resembles a four-door Jeep Wrangler but, at 51,500 euros, or about $60,000, costs $10,000 less.

Chinese car brands accounted for only 4.9 percent of the E.U. new-car market in April, or 53,000 vehicles, according to JATO. But that was up from 2.4 percent a year earlier.

The Chinese carmakers have even managed to keep selling more electric vehicles in Europe. After an initial dip, sales of electric vehicles by BYD and other Chinese automakers rebounded in April, according to JATO, rising 59 percent that month compared with a 26 percent increase in electric vehicle sales by other manufacturers.

In Europe, sales of electric vehicles are growing faster than for any other type of vehicle. About one in five electric vehicles sold in Europe during the first quarter was made in China, according to separate figures from Schmidt Automotive Research.

The Chinese gains came largely at the expense of Tesla, which recorded a steep drop in sales partly because European buyers were offended by the behavior of Elon Musk, the company's chief executive. Mr. Musk has supported far-right political parties in Germany, France and Britain.

BYD electric vehicles outsold Tesla cars in April in Europe, although just barely. Europeans registered 7,231 BYD electric cars compared with 7,165 from Tesla, according to JATO. The introduction of an updated Tesla Model Y, the company's best-selling car, has not stemmed the decline, at least so far.

After an initial dip, sales of electric vehicles by BYD, above, and other Chinese automakers rebounded in April Stephanie Gengotti for The New York Times


Because the duties are based on how much Chinese government support the carmakers receive, one unintended effect has been to encourage the Chinese to sell gasoline cars, undermining E.U. efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Only one-third of the cars that the Chinese carmakers sold in Europe during the first quarter were electric, according to Schmidt Automotive. The rest were hybrids or conventional gasoline-powered cars that are exempt from tariffs.

"That's one of the ironies" of the tariffs, said Matthias Schmidt, the owner of Schmidt Automotive.

Cars made by Tesla in Shanghai are subject to an 8 percent tariff; for SAIC, which sells cars under the MG brand, it's 35 percent; and BYD electric vehicles are subject to a 17 percent duty. Those tariffs are on top of a 10 percent tariff that applies to all cars imported to E.U. countries.

The Chinese carmakers are best known for electric cars, but are willing to supply whatever the market demands, dealers say. That has helped Chinese brands attract buyers in countries like Italy, where many have avoided electric cars because there are too few places to charge the vehicles.

Gabriele Gabrieli, commercial director of Leonori, a dealership in Rome that sells primarily brands from Stellantis like Peugeot and Citroen, added a BYD showroom last year. About two-thirds of the BYD cars that he sells are hybrids, Mr. Gabrieli said.

"It's very difficult to own an electric vehicle in Rome," he said.

Europe has traditionally been a tough market for foreign carmakers. In Germany and France, the two largest car markets, buyers show a strong preference for brands from their respective countries like Volkswagen, Renault and Peugeot.

Volkswagen, which also makes Audi, Skoda and SEAT cars, accounts for 28 percent of the European Union's new vehicle sales. Stellantis, which owns Peugeot, Citroen and Opel, has 16 percent.

Italy, Spain and Britain accounted for two-thirds of the cars the Chinese sold in Europe during the first quarter, according to Schmidt Automotive. Britain is not part of the European Union and does not impose additional tariffs on Chinese carmakers. Fiat no longer commands the loyalty it once had with Italian buyers. Spain and Britain do not have major local brands that residents strongly identify with.

"These big, huge companies in China, they have the possibility of doing whatever they want," said Pier Giacomo Cappella, managing director of a chain of dealerships in Italy that sells DR brand cars manufactured by Chery. Stephanie Gengotti for The New York Times


The Chinese companies are gaining share faster than other foreign brands like Hyundai and Toyota, which have been selling cars in Europe for decades. In April, they each accounted for about 8 percent of new car registrations in the European Union, according to data compiled by the European Automobile Manufacturers' Association.

Ford Motor's share of the European car market has dwindled to 3 percent, and General Motors has only a minor presence, mostly selling a small number of electric Cadillacs in a few European markets.

BYD is expected to ramp up its European sales after the company begins producing cars in Hungary and Turkey next year. Those vehicles will not be subject to any E.U. tariffs.

"You can't even imagine how fast they are going to grow when they are producing in Hungary and Turkey," said Felipe Munoz, global automotive analyst at JATO.

Fabrizio Trentino was among the customers checking out BYD cars at Mr. Gabrieli's showroom recently. Mr. Trentino was applying for a Rome taxi license and looking for a vehicle. He was intrigued by a BYD electric car on display.

"It looks good," he said, adding that he thought the car would save him money in the long run because electric vehicles don't need oil changes and electricity usually costs less than gasoline.

But later Mr. Trentino said by email that the upfront cost of the electric vehicle was too much for him.

"I'll probably get a BYD as the next one, when I'll be richer and they will be hopefully cheaper," he said.
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Toymakers Team Up With Artists for Tariff-Proof Toys

Seeking adult fans with money to spend, companies like Mattel and Lego are working with artists to make exclusive -- and expensive -- versions of their products.

Gary Basemen holding a plush doll he designed based on a vintage Mattel mascot.



By Gregory Schmidt



Jun 16, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Under threat from the global trade war, toymakers are looking for a tariff-proof consumer. Adult collectors with deep pockets may be the answer.

To attract them, companies are teaming up with artists to create exclusive, expensive toys like $350 Barbie dolls and $8,000 Lego sets. These are generally pitched as works of art intended for display rather than mass-produced products designed for children's play. Hasbro, Lego, Mattel and others have created dedicated sites to sell these higher-end toys to collectors.

Tariffs loom over the toy industry. Nearly 80 percent of toys sold in the United States are made in China, which faces the steepest potential tariffs threatened by President Trump. The president has played down the potential effect of tariffs, saying that children "will have two dolls instead of 30" and that those two dolls would "cost a couple of bucks more than they would normally."

Global toy sales fell 0.6 percent last year, a second consecutive annual decline, according to the market research firm Circana. And that was before Mr. Trump's tariffs, which industry sources predict may lead to product shortages and higher prices during the crucial holiday season.

A He-Man-inspired artwork titled "Macho Man" by Dave Bondi at an exhibition for Mattel's 80th anniversary. Colin Sussingham for The New York Times

. . . and "I Lost My Head Over You," an artwork by Annie Montgomerie based on Mattel's Talk-Up Doll. Colin Sussingham for The New York Times


But toys that appeal to adult buyers -- or "kidults," as Circana describes some of them -- have been a bright spot: Sales of franchises like Barbie and Lego and collectibles like trading cards are growing much faster than the market overall.

"This really started to accelerate during Covid when we were stuck at home," said Frederique Tutt, an analyst at Circana. "This is a different type of consumer."

And toymakers know that adult collectors who are willing to pay, say, $70 for a Hot Wheels car are less sensitive to changes in prices caused by tariffs. "They are trying to find those niche consumers who are prepared to pay a lot of money for their passion," Ms. Tutt said.

Teddy Biaselli, a producer at Netflix in Los Angeles, is a longtime fan of Masters of the Universe. So when Mattel introduced toys designed by Madsaki, a Japanese artist known for his acrylic and spray paint works, Mr. Biaselli 49, readily paid $400 for a Day-Glo He-Man astride his armored tiger, Battle Cat.

"I wanted a piece of artwork," he said, adding that he was looking for something that represented his love of those characters but in "an elevated way."

One of the pieces at the exhibition was a mini gallery of Uno cards featuring art by Keith Haring. Colin Sussingham for The New York Times


The Madsaki piece, which is about a foot and a half tall, sits on a pedestal in his living room. "You want it to be like a conversation piece," he said. "People are like, what is that?"

The collaboration was one of the first for the toymaker after it started a site in 2020 called Mattel Creations aimed at adult collectors. Chris Down, Mattel's chief design officer, called it an "experimentation platform" intended to stoke creativity.

The company has worked with a variety of artists, including Virgil Abloh for Masters of the Universe, Daniel Arsham and Kenny Scharf for Hot Wheels, and Mark Ryden, who created a collection of surreal Barbie dolls that ranged from $150 to $500 and sold out in seconds.

One of the biggest draws has been the Uno card game, which has attracted artists including Gary Baseman, Shantell Martin and Takashi Murakami. "Every card is a little, tiny canvas," Mr. Down said.

"I'm not shy to work in any possible medium," said Mr. Baseman, who added that the project gave him a chance to design a plush doll based on a vintage Mattel mascot. "It was like my way to give a nod back to the work of the past and creating art in the future, but between commercial art and fine art," he said.

Ekow Nimako collaborates with Lego to create works of art made entirely of black Lego bricks. Samuel Engelking


The collaboration helped mark Mattel's 80th anniversary at an exhibition at the Corey Helford Gallery in Los Angeles, with interpretations of Mattel's toys by dozens of artists.

Michael Lacerte, a 50-year-old paralegal from Costa Mesa, Calif., attended the show and bought a deck of Uno cards designed and signed by Mr. Baseman.

For him, it was a way to relive "precious childhood memories growing up with these toys," he said. "You get to revisit them in a different aesthetic."

Hasbro has also made inroads on small-batch "collabs" with artists like Mr. Baseman, Peach Momoko and Jay Howell for its Magic: The Gathering card game, creating a site called Secret Lair to sell the cards to collectors. Another benefit for the company is that Magic cards are made primarily in the United States, avoiding tariffs.

Lego has teamed up with artists like Ekow Nimako, who explores African identity through sculpture. Mr. Nimako's wall-mounted art built from Lego bricks sells for up to $8,000. And Lego's more affordable "Botanicals" line, which includes elaborate floral arrangements made from the toy bricks, has proved popular among older buyers, according to Circana.

"One of the big drivers for us," said Julia Goldin, Lego's chief product and marketing officer, "was expanding the portfolio to include more products for adults."
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The Washington Post Will Ask Some Sources to Annotate Its Stories

The program, called From the Source, will start with articles from the publication's climate team. It could provide readers with more viewpoints but would also require moderation and vetting.

The ultimate aim of the new program is to keep readers on The Washington Post's site. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Benjamin Mullin



Jun 25, 2025 at 03:00 PM

The Washington Post, facing serious financial shortfalls, has spent the past year working on new ways to draw more readers to its site, and encourage those who come to spend more time there.

In November, executives rolled out "Ask The Post A.I.," an artificial intelligence tool that answers readers' questions using published works from The Post. The publication has also been experimenting with lower-priced subscriptions, called flexible access, for readers who want to sample its journalism.

On Wednesday, The Post's top editor said in a memo that the publication would begin piloting another attempt to keep readers engaged: inviting some of the people quoted in its stories to annotate articles they appeared in.

The program will allow only people identified by name in an article to comment on it, and the articles included for now are only those published by The Post's climate team, according to the memo, a copy of which was obtained by The New York Times. The Post will vet their remarks for accuracy and fairness, and the publication said it also might withhold comments that violated rules against defamatory or obscene submissions. The submissions will appear as annotations, revealed to readers if they click or hover a cursor over the source's name in the article.

The ultimate aim is to keep readers on the site -- instead of having them shift to social media platforms like X and Facebook to have a conversation about a story.

Matt Murray, the executive editor of The Post, said in the memo outlining the program that its aim was to "continue and deepen the conversation about our journalism on our own platforms, rather than losing those interactions to social media, where sources sometimes turn."

As many publishers in the news industry have shifted their focus from digital advertising to paid subscriptions, executives have prioritized increasing the amount of time readers spend on websites by emphasizing interactive tools like reader comments. This change was foreshadowed by a start-up called Genius, which years ago created technology that allowed users to mark up news articles, adding commentary and additional facts.

Kelly McBride, senior vice president at the Poynter Institute, said the new program could allow The Post to provide its readers with a broader range of views, provided the new submissions were vetted properly.

"Sources sometimes feel like their words are distorted in the journalistic process," Ms. McBride said. "This will give them an avenue to make their message more clear."

But there are potential downsides, too, she added.

"Most of the sources who talk to The Washington Post are very powerful people who are trying to use their power to shape the country in a way that they see fit," she said. "And they are masters of manipulation when it comes to messaging and communication."

Dealing with that will take lots of effort. "The Post will have to devote a significant amount of resources to the fact-checking end of this to make it work," Ms. McBride said.
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Takeaways From Hard Fork's Interview With OpenAI's Sam Altman

Mr. Altman discussed President Trump's understanding of artificial intelligence, the war for A.I. talent and OpenAI's relationship with Microsoft.

From left, Brad Lightcap, OpenAI chief operating officer; Sam Altman, OpenAI chief executive; and the hosts of the "Hard Fork" podcast, Casey Newton and Kevin Roose. Mike Kai Chen for The New York Times



By Natallie Rocha
Reporting from San Francisco


Jun 25, 2025 at 06:16 AM

Sam Altman, the chief executive of artificial intelligence company OpenAI, said on Tuesday that he has had productive talks with President Trump about A.I. and credited him with understanding the geopolitical and economic importance of the technology.

"I think he really gets it," Mr. Altman said. He added, "I think he really understands the importance of leadership in this technology."

Mr. Altman, 40, made his remarks about Mr. Trump during a live interview in San Francisco with "Hard Fork," the tech podcast from The New York Times.

Over the 30-minute conversation, Mr. Altman and Brad Lightcap, OpenAI's chief operating officer, discussed A.I.'s effect on jobs, the grab for technological talent by Meta's Mark Zuckerberg and regulatory and safety concerns about the fast-evolving and powerful technology.

(The New York Times has sued OpenAI and its partner, Microsoft, accusing them of copyright infringement of news content related to A.I. systems. OpenAI and Microsoft have denied those claims.)

Here are some of the takeaways.

On President Trump

Mr. Altman said President Trump understood A.I.'s potential for economic transformation. Mike Kai Chen for The New York Times


Mr. Altman has made it a point to forge a relationship with Mr. Trump. The day after the president's inauguration in January, Mr. Altman stood behind Mr. Trump in the White House's Roosevelt Room as Mr. Trump announced a $100 billion A.I. infrastructure deal, called Stargate, which was backed by OpenAI, SoftBank and Oracle. Mr. Trump described it as the "largest A.I. infrastructure project by far in history."

On Tuesday, Mr. Altman said Mr. Trump understood A.I. and "the potential for economic transformation, sort of geopolitical importance, the need to build a lot of infrastructure."

How A.I. is affecting jobs

Fears over how artificial intelligence could replace humans in jobs have loomed for years. More recently, there have been signs that some employers may be starting to use A.I. for entry-level jobs instead of hiring young graduates.

Mr. Lightcap said he concurred with predictions that A.I. would change jobs.

"I think that there is going to be some sort of change," he said. "I think it's inevitable. I think every time you get a platform shift, you get the changing job market."

Mr. Altman added that history suggested that better tools -- in this case, artificial intelligence -- would lead to more efficiency and people living richer lives.

Regulatory and safety concerns

Mr. Altman affirmed that there was a need to regulate A.I. but said it would be difficult to offer services if regulations varied by states.

"As these systems get quite powerful, we clearly need something," he said. "And I think something around the really risky capabilities and ideally something that can be quite adaptive and not like a law that survives 100 years."

His comments added to a debate over how governments should treat artificial intelligence. During the Biden administration, Mr. Altman and other tech executives said they believed in regulation of A.I., though no laws were passed. Mr. Trump has taken a more laissez-faire attitude toward potentially regulating the technology. Lawmakers recently included a 10-year ban on A.I. regulation in President Trump's domestic policy bill.

"I have become a bit more, jaded isn't the right word, but it's something in that direction, about the ability of policymakers to grapple with the speed of technology," Mr. Altman said.

The fight for A.I. talent




Silicon Valley has been agog in recent weeks over how Meta, which owns Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp, has been spending big to hire A.I. talent.

Mr. Zuckerberg steered Meta's $14.3 billion investment in the A.I. start-up Scale AI and hired its 28-year-old chief executive, Alexandr Wang, to join a new lab that is pursuing "superintelligence," a theoretically powerful form of A.I. that could exceed the human brain. Mr. Zuckerberg has also dangled nine-figure pay packages to attract other technologists to Meta.

In the interview with "Hard Fork," Mr. Altman seemed unbothered by the rivalry. When Mr. Lightcap was asked if he thought Mr. Zuckerberg really believed Meta would develop "superintelligence" or if it was just a recruiting tactic, Mr. Lightcap replied, "I think he believes he's superintelligent."

OpenAI's relationship with Microsoft

Microsoft is OpenAI's biggest investor, pumping billions of dollars into the A.I. company. But there have been reports since last year that the relationship between the companies has soured.

"Do you believe that, when you read those things?" Mr. Altman said in answer to questions about the relationship.

He added that he had a "super nice call" with Satya Nadella, Microsoft's chief executive, on Monday and that they discussed their future of working together.

"Obviously in any deep partnership, there are points of tension, and we certainly have those," Mr. Altman said. "But on the whole, it's been like really wonderfully good for both companies."
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FICO Scores to Include a Shopper's 'Buy Now, Pay Later' Loan History

As the use of these easy-credit installment loans has grown, FICO said repayment data would provide more insight on consumers' credit readiness.

Though once reserved for big-ticket items, more people are using "buy now, pay later" financing to pay for essentials like groceries. Kendrick Brinson for The New York Times



By Kailyn Rhone



Jun 25, 2025 at 12:01 AM

How consumers use "buy now, pay later" loans will be incorporated into one of the key metrics used to determine credit worthiness.

FICO, the company whose credit scores are used by 90 percent of U.S. lenders, said it would start including a person's "buy now, pay later" payment history in its all-important credit score. Currently these increasingly popular installment loans do not show up on credit reports, leaving banks with an incomplete picture of how much debt people have, along with their ability to pay it off.

FICO, in a news release, said the growth of these loans had led to its decision. Americans purchased more than $116.23 billion in goods and services using pay-later loans in 2023, up from $2 billion in 2019, according to Capital One Shopping Research. These loans have taken off because they offer a quick way to split purchases into smaller payments for consumers.

Two of FICO's popular scoring models will begin integrating a consumer's history with these loans to give other lenders "greater visibility into consumers' repayment behaviors" and a "more comprehensive view of their credit readiness," starting this fall.

Though once reserved for big-ticket items such as televisions, these installment plans are now being used by more people to pay for essential things like groceries and household utilities. And since an individual can take out multiple loans through a single financing company, FICO determined a way to aggregate those loans for inclusion in its scoring models.

In some cases, a person's FICO score could rise, the company said.

Julie May, vice president and general manager of business-to-business scores at FICO, said the move would help shoppers using pay-later programs to establish a credit history.

Interest from lenders has been strong since the company released data in partnership with Affirm, a major pay-later loan provider, in February, Mrs. May said. 

"Lenders have told us loud and clear they would like the FICO score to include" data on pay-later loans, Mrs. May said. She said that "there can be a real benefit to being able to assess credit readiness," adding, "particularly for those populations who may not use other types of credit products."

Lower-income households -- those earning less than $50,000 a year -- are also the biggest users of pay-later programs, according to the annual survey of U.S. households released last month by the Federal Reserve.

The move could be a positive for consumers and lenders, said Ted Rossman, a senior industry analyst for Bankrate. If you use the programs responsibly, "it should help your credit score," he said. "If you pay late or rack up too much debt, it's fair that this could hurt your credit score, similar to credit cards and other loans."

Still, FICO scores won't be affected immediately, Mr. Rossman cautioned. It's unclear whether buy now, pay later companies like Klarna and Affirm will send information to all credit bureaus and whether all lenders will use FICO's newest scoring models.

"Change comes slowly in the credit scoring world," he said. "We'll see gradual progress in the coming months, but this rollout will probably be measured in years, ultimately."
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Critic's Notebook


How a Salary Figure Changes Everything in 'Materialists'

By making the number explicit, Celine Song's new film reflects modern dating realities in a way rom-coms rarely have before.

Money matters to the characters played by Dakota Johnson and Pedro Pascal in "Materialists." A24



By Alissa Wilkinson



Jun 25, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Almost everyone who sees "Materialists," the writer-director Celine Song's new spin on the old romantic comedy formula, seems to want to talk about one number: $80,000. That's how much Lucy (Dakota Johnson) says she makes in her job as a matchmaker. She brings it up to goad Harry (Pedro Pascal) into revealing his own salary, but he will only say that he makes "more" -- which, as a finance guy working in private equity and owner of a $12 million bachelor pad, he certainly does.

The viewer conversations are over whether Lucy's salary is realistic for her lifestyle: she wears relatively nice clothing, and lives alone in what appears to be a peaceful and brightly lit apartment, though we don't see much of the interior. The film's production designer revealed in an interview that her home is a teeny-tiny studio on the edge of the affluent Brooklyn Heights neighborhood, with a rent that Lucy probably shouldn't be paying relative to her salary. Yet this matches her character's single-minded aspiration: to be surrounded by wealth.

We could debate whether the rest of her lifestyle, like her clothing, is realistic on her salary; I tend to think it could be, but in a Carrie Bradshaw, leveraged-to-the-hilt way. After all, we live in a world where direct-to-consumer brands sell decent silk slip dresses, and everyone's thrifting or renting outfits -- not to mention that anything looks good on Dakota Johnson.

Knowing the character's salary, viewers have debated her lifestyle choices. Atsushi Nishijima/A24


But the fact we're even debating that specific number is remarkable, and hints at what makes "Materialists" feel so very 2025. At my screening, the salary detail provoked a collective gasp that briefly sucked the air out of the room. It wasn't even the amount, really: It was the fact that someone had said a number at all.

Nobody talks salary in rom-coms -- or really in movies at all. That's probably in part to avoid dating a film too much. But it's also because concrete numbers are startling, even distracting. Suddenly you're tabulating Lucy's lifestyle, trying to conjure up a mental balance sheet. And for "Materialists," money is in every frame, in a way we've rarely seen in the modern romantic comedy. It says something interesting about our cultural moment.

The last Hollywood heyday for rom-coms was the 1990s, when the genre was so popular that big stars were happy to take part. Money comes up once in a while in those films. In "You've Got Mail," Kathleen Kelly (Meg Ryan) has a little, but Joe Fox (Tom Hanks) has a lot. In "Notting Hill," William Thacker (Hugh Grant) has a little, but Anna Scott (Julia Roberts) has a lot. In "Pretty Woman," Vivian Ward (Roberts) has a little, but Edward Lewis (Richard Gere) has a lot.

Yet the money itself is not the point. These movies are about contemporary social classes and how they collide (corporate bookstore guy and indie bookstore girl, A-list star and bookstore guy, corporate guy and escort). The different income levels take a back seat to different social circles and lifestyle trappings. The friction produced by those mismatches generates love -- which, as we know, conquers all.

Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan as mismatched love interests in "You've Got Mail." Warner Bros.


In most rom-coms of that era, we barely know how much anyone makes. The popular careers in the genre -- aside from, apparently, bookstore owner -- usually have to do with magazines or newspapers, or sometimes the entertainment industry. Today you have to climb several rungs of the ladder to make good money in those fields, but in the 1990s you might have been able to get by; even so, the characters' apartments and fancy nights out and handbag brands seem fiscally improbable. Yet we don't have definite numbers, so it's OK, because it's all part of the fantasy.

During that era on the small screen, this dynamic repeated itself in "Friends," which managed to stretch out Ross and Rachel's standard rom-com arc for 10 seasons. Characters talk about money quite a bit in "Friends," with some episodes built around the salary disparity within the group. Yet their wardrobes and apartments seemed unnaturally nice, especially Monica's spacious West Village place, with its huge windows and balcony. (Eventually the show explained that Monica was illegally finagling rent control.) Once again, you could ignore all that because you didn't know the exact numbers -- just that some of the friends made more than others.

Crucially, whether on TV or film, these salary disparities were almost never in the foreground of the story. You might be worried that the leads wouldn't get together, even though of course you knew they would. But they'd never be kept apart because of income levels. There was little serious social stigma involved financially.

The no-numbers policy of the 1990s rom-com diverges sharply from the practices of the grandmother of the rom-com -- that is, Jane Austen. In her books (and the movies based on them), characters frequently know one another's precise income: Mr. Darcy gets 10,000 pounds a year, a very handsome sum, while Elizabeth Bennet will get only PS40 annually after her father dies. Despite his love affair with Marianne Dashwood, Willoughby, whose income is a mere PS600 or so per year, marries Miss Grey to increase his salary to PS3,000. Wealthy Emma Woodhouse manipulates the love life of Harriet Smith, who has no money to speak of, in order to increase her station -- but middle-class Mr. Elton won't even look at Harriet, instead marrying a woman who brings PS10,000 to the union.

Different era and different society, of course. But it's hard to imagine any of that flying in the 20th-century version of the same genre, even in the more class-obsessed British settings. (Though wealth comes up in the abstract in "Bridget Jones's Diary," based loosely on "Pride and Prejudice," we never know Mark Darcy's actual salary.)

The real numbers have a way of bursting the fantasy. Song has said that although she embraces the escapism inherent in the genre, she included the concrete figure quite deliberately, prodding audiences to talk about money openly even if culturally it's still considered impolite. "Let's be realistic about that: It's not polite to people who don't want you to know how much money they have," she told The Times.

That's in keeping with the larger idea behind "Materialists," which probes a post-90s dynamic in dating: the commodification of people on dating apps, just another place to find made-to-order goods. The matchmaking service that Lucy provides does much the same thing, filtering out and matching candidates by numbers on a spreadsheet: age, weight, height, income. Characters constantly talk about feeling valuable, which here is not at all metaphorical: they're literally ascribing to themselves and one another a valuation in a crowded marketplace.

Characters like John (Chris Evans) and Lucy assign valuations to themselves in a crowded marketplace. Atsushi Nishijima/A24


I was struck by how simultaneously old and new that felt. Old, because it's Jane Austen all over again: Prospective love interests know their date's income ahead of time, and use that as a basis to decide whether it's a suitable match, before sparks even get a chance to fly. We, as observers of the prospective relationship, know that information too, and are making our own decisions. It takes a bit of the gloss off the romance, knowing some characters consider specific numbers to be significant barriers to the match. Even when love conquers all, there's something sobering about it, a realism that feels distinctly old-fashioned.

But it's new, too. Unless you work in a few chosen fields, it's become harder and more expensive to get by since the 1990s, especially in the urban areas where rom-coms are often set. Onscreen and off, many people seem to have some kind of safety net, parents or side gigs or something more mysterious. Furthermore, by the time you're in your mid-30s, as Lucy and others in the film are, it's harder to suddenly switch careers. So unless you're already on that path, there's a very small chance you'll suddenly become wildly wealthy -- and the quickest, most accessible route to an enhanced net worth is to marry someone rich.

Most people are aware of this, whether they admit it or not. We live in a world where young women talk openly on social media platforms about how to get men to send you money, how to find a sugar daddy, activities with a veneer of romance that both parties know are actually centered on money. But even for women who are determined to earn their own money, there's little shyness left.

Breaking down salaries and living expenses makes for popular internet content. Millennial and Gen-Z influencers, many of them women, make videos about investing, about how much you should have in the bank, about what sort of high-yield savings accounts and exchange-traded funds give you the most bang for your hard-earned buck. The goal is often explicitly getting to financial freedom as fast as possible, which isn't about buying whatever you want. These influencers talk about being able to choose your own path or leave your job with your sexist, lecherous boss, never having to depend on a man.

So it's both bracing and thoroughly of-the-moment for a movie to name salary numbers. It erases some of the fantasy of the romance, but grounds the characters in our reality a lot more. Depending on who you are, it may make you identify with the protagonist, but in either case a little of the illusion is gone. In its place is a realism about the world in which we live, and what some people -- maybe us -- really want.
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'Ironheart' Review: Marvel Follows Suit

Our biggest cinematic universe ends its current phase with a Disney+ series about a young engineering genius with Ironman dreams.

In the six-part series "Ironheart," Dominique Thorne reprises her role as Riri Williams, introduced in the 2022 film "Black Panther: Wakanda Forever." Marvel Studios/Disney+



By Mike Hale



Jun 25, 2025 at 02:00 AM

Marvel Studios tries to give some order to its oozing lava flow of movies and television shows by dividing them into "phases." These divisions seem to be determined simply by the calendar rather than by anything happening onscreen. We are currently in Phase 5 -- six features, eight series -- and it has been defined less by themes or story arcs than by the odor of desperation coming off dreary films like "Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quantumania" and "The Marvels."

Phase 5 ends with the release of "Ironheart," a series about the young tech genius Riri Williams, who was introduced back in Phase 4 in "Black Panther: Wakanda Forever." (Three of six episodes premiere on Tuesday, on Disney+.) If you're still hanging on with Marvel, this isn't the one that will make you give up; it's a respectable piece of work. But it's not going to revive anyone's flagging interest.

"Ironheart" opens with Riri (Dominique Thorne) back in school at M.I.T., her Wakanda adventures in the past. She is obsessed with building her own Iron Man-inspired armored suit, telling skeptical teachers that it will be a boon for first responders, but she's forced to crowdsource funds by doing other students' projects for them.

When M.I.T. loses patience and kicks her out, she heads home to the show's setting, working-class Chicago. Her determination to find the money needed to perfect the suit brings her into contact with a criminal gang led by a man (played by Anthony Ramos of "Hamilton" and "In the Heights") whose hooded cloak gives him supernatural powers.

As Riri at first abets the gang in its elaborate capers and then turns against it, the usual array of Marvel elements is on offer. Action is lower in the mix than you might expect for a show built around a battle suit, and the fights and chases are not very imaginative, though the imperfections of Riri's nuclear-powered suit allow for Iron Man-style physical comedy.

Fan service is prominent -- the back story of the hooded cloak's powers involves the introduction of characters from various Marvel mythologies. Spoiler consciousness prevents revealing who some cast members, like Sacha Baron Cohen, are playing; one addition that has been made public is the magician and Doctor Strange associate Zelma Stanton (Regan Aliyah).

Setting the tone and underpinning much of the plot, though, are the moral choices Riri must face up to, and the contemporary political and cultural context in which those choices are set. The show, which was created by the screenwriter and poet Chinaka Hodge, is not very successful at elevating those ideas into appealing storytelling the way that Ryan Coogler (an executive producer of the series) was able to do in the first "Black Panther" film.

That might not matter in a short season if Riri herself held our attention, but unfortunately, she, too, is more a set of ideas -- about race, gender, place, trauma -- than a flesh and blood character. "Ironheart" is supposed to be her coming-of-age story, but we don't get a clear enough sense of her to be involved in her progress.

And Thorne, in this instance, doesn't show the kind of range or inventiveness that would invest us in the character independent of the script. She has charisma and expressiveness -- she can do a lot with her eyes -- but her performance in "Ironheart" feels too tightly wound, too bound by the show's limited conception of Riri. Around her, Aliyah and Lyric Ross, as Riri's friend Natalie, look as if they're having a lot more fun.

Thorne, who is 27, has had only a handful of non-Marvel roles -- a tiny part in "If Beale Street Could Talk," a small part in "Judas and the Black Messiah" and a leading part in a 20-minute segment of the anthology film "Freaky Tales," in which she gave the sort of relaxed and amusing performance you would like to see in "Ironheart." Cast five years ago in "Wakanda Forever," she has spent most of her career in the belly of the Marvel beast, and you can't help wondering what effect that has had on her growth as an actress. You'd hate to see her get stuck in that iron suit.
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5,000 Sondheim Sketches and More Head to Library of Congress

The musical theater titan left behind material from beloved shows like "Sweeney Todd" and "Sunday in the Park With George."

Stephen Sondheim at his home in Connecticut shortly before his death in 2021. Daniel Dorsa for The New York Times



By Joshua Barone



Jun 25, 2025 at 01:00 PM

The Library of Congress has acquired Stephen Sondheim's vast collection of manuscripts, drafts and ephemera, the library announced on Wednesday. The material could be a valuable resource for academics and artists alike.

Sondheim, who died at 91 in 2021, left the library more than 5,000 items from his long career as a musical theater composer and lyricist, including sketches, scrapbooks and more from shows like "Sweeney Todd," "Sunday in the Park With George" and even "Here We Are," the musical he was writing at the time of his death.

"There's no question he was brilliant, a genius," said Mark Horowitz, a senior music specialist in the library's music division. "But here, you're really seeing the perspiration behind it all. The amount he put behind each song is staggering."

In 1993, Sondheim visited the Library of Congress and saw the manuscript of George and Ira Gershwin's "Porgy and Bess." He was moved to tears and, Horowitz said, made the decision to leave the library his own archive, and later persuaded his collaborators Arthur Laurents and Harold Prince to do the same. (Sondheim previously donated a collection of manuscripts to the Wisconsin Historical Society in the 1960s; copies of those are available in Washington.)

Unlike memorabilia sold last year in a blockbuster Sondheim auction at Doyle, the items at the Library of Congress are limited to those with research value. But they are treasures nevertheless: a one-page inner monologue written as subtext for the song "Send in the Clowns"; opening-night telegrams from the likes of Prince and Leonard Bernstein; and a notebook of ideas going back to his early days as a student at Williams College.

Horowitz was struck, he said, by how much more lyric and musical sketches there are over time. There are three boxes worth of drafts for "Company" (1970), for example, but nine for "Sunday in the Park With George" (1984).

"I've never seen a composer who has so many music sketches, trying out different melodic lines, different harmonies, rhythms, chord progressions," Horowitz said. "Even with classical collections, I've never seen this."

The song "A Little Priest," from "Sweeney," has 40 pages of lyric sketches. In that comic Act I finale, Todd and Mrs. Lovett trade punny hypotheticals of what type of people could be baked into meat pies, a little more than 30 in all. Those were just a sampling of a much longer list.


"He does lists in the margins: rhymes, synonyms, emotions of things," Horowitz said of Sondheim. 

Sketches like that will be helpful for researchers looking to add to the existing wealth of academic work on Sondheim's life and career, but Horowitz has other hopes for the collection's future, too.

"One of my fantasies is that young songwriters will come for inspiration for how to write a song," he said. "You can really see how one approaches songwriting at this kind of level."
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'Trophy Boys' Review: The Nerds' Case Against Feminism

In an Off Broadway play, young men on a high school debate team prepare to argue an uncomfortable case.

Emmanuelle Mattana, second from right, wrote and stars in "Trophy Boys" alongside, from left, Esco Jouley, Terry Hu and Louisa Jacobson. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Jesse Green



Jun 26, 2025 at 12:00 AM

Has feminism failed women?

That's the uh-oh question facing the Imperium School's senior debate team when asked to argue the affirmative in the finals of their league competition. But asserting that proposition against the girls from St. Gratia feels deeply uncomfortable to the four teenage boys who make up the team. Worse, it feels like a sure way to lose.

And losers are not what Imperium's debaters, no matter how nerdy, are expected to be. How will they get into Yale or Harvard -- or "maybe ... like ... N.Y.U.?" -- if they're caught defending the patriarchy? How will Owen, their best speaker, run for president one day, as he intends to, with video of him vivisecting feminism in the ether forever?

That's the setup for Emmanuelle Mattana's "Trophy Boys," whose title suggests that what's at stake is more than a contest. Regardless of their protestations of love for their mothers and sisters, the team members are mostly concerned with preserving their privilege as preppies and men. Their feminism is the kind that crumbles the moment it asks something of them beyond lip service.

"Trophy Boys," which opened Wednesday at MCC Theater, addresses their bad faith in many ways but not, alas, in the most important one: a convincing narrative. Mattana begins with satire so broad it's indistinguishable from burlesque, as the Imperium team arrives at St. Gratia for their power hour of prep time. How stoked they are by the posters of feminist thought leaders -- Oprah, Malala, Yoko -- plastering the walls! (The classroom set is by Matt Saunders.) "I am at my most inspired when surrounded by inspiring women," Owen says.

Owen is portrayed by the playwright, who has made the casting of female, queer, trans and nonbinary actors "nonnegotiable." Not that Danya Taymor's production asks us to read their gray flannel, blue blazer, repp tie drag as real. (The costumes are by Marion Talan de la Rosa.) Especially when they roughhouse, leaping on desks and licking their notebooks, the cast overplays the characters' youthfulness, making them seem less like a delivery system for gender commentary than a cartoon version of "Newsies."

But if those choices take some of the sting out of the boys' masculine cluelessness and bro-y vulgarity, they also amp up the ambient camp. Jared (Louisa Jacobson) is a sendup of WASP obliviousness, disowning his advantages while pulling a gold watch and Tesla keys from his backpack. Scott (Esco Jouley) is clearly in love with him, even as he overcompensates with casually sexist remarks. And David (Terry Hu) is an arrogant incel whose most salient contribution to feminism is calling his father a cuck.

Taymor, an expert at teen dramas like "The Outsiders" and "John Proctor Is the Villain," may have sensed another opportunity to explore the painful dramas of adolescence. But "Trophy Boys," which premiered in Australia in 2022, is satirical, not earnest, and in leaning too strongly into its manic theatricality, Taymor supports the playwright's vision at the cost of coherence. The two events that should change the direction of the plot, bending it toward seriousness, do not successfully manage the turn.

One is the revelation, early on, of the difficult debate topic, which elicits some potentially interesting arguments. Feminism has failed women by "failing different intersections of women," Owen offers. David faults the movement for promoting equality that merely plays into our "polluting neo-capitalist colonial system" and thus does no one, including women, any good. But these arguments are delivered like sitcom one-liners, more for the rhythm than the content, which would be fine if they were funny.

In any case, the arguments are obviated by the shoehorned second revelation, which I will not spoil except to say that the debaters' absurd handling of its aftermath reveals the play's original prompt as a red herring. Instead it suggests a new one: "Are boys irredeemably stupid?"

The playwright writes in a program note that "as a competitive high school debater I spent a lot of time with the 'good boys'; the supposedly clever, morally upstanding boys from elite private schools who were destined for the highest offices of power." Perhaps those "good boys" were unaware enough to present their masculinity, as these characters do, in such obviously cancelable ways. I doubt it, though.

A richer treatment might explore the original prompt more thoroughly, along with the irony of having boys defend it. A longer running time might help, too; at 70 minutes -- about the same as the team's prep time -- "Trophy Boys" is hampered by a very narrow turning radius. But even if twice the length, it would have to decide whether painting a bunch of adolescents as insufferably dim, when they are also meant to be monsters-in-training, makes for winning drama.

I can say that it doesn't make a winning argument: The two characterizations nullify each other, leaving the audience to shrug. The promised debate isn't even a draw; it's a forfeit.

Trophy Boys
Through July 27 at MCC Theater, Manhattan; mcctheater.org. Running time: 1 hour 10 minutes.
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'Duke & Roya' Review: He's Got Swagger, She's No-Nonsense

Jay Ellis stars as an American rapper who falls for his Afghan interpreter at an Army base in Charles Randolph-Wright's new play.

Stephanie Nur, left, as Roya and Jay Ellis as Duke in the play "Duke & Roya" at The Lucille Lortel Theater. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Juan A. Ramirez



Jun 25, 2025 at 02:12 AM

With an American behaving brashly at an overseas military base, getting locals into trouble and considering consequences only later, "Duke & Roya" feels like scarcely more than a retooling of "Madama Butterfly." Like that old problematic chestnut, Charles Randolph-Wright's new play is not without its pleasures, but lacking soaring melodrama, it's hard to believe in its music.

Here, the visiting Westerner is Duke (Jay Ellis), a hip-hop star at the height of his fame. In a present-day press interview, he recalls his visit to Afghanistan in 2016, during the country's U.S. occupation, to perform for troops at a large air base near Kabul. The play, which opened Tuesday at the Lucille Lortel Theater, then flashes back to his arrival and his immediate attraction to his Afghan interpreter, Roya (Stephanie Nur).

She's a no-nonsense type, and he's always on vacation mode. But Roya, who works for a women's education organization, has done her research, and knows that the party boy, born to British and American diplomats, was once a bookish English major. His quoting Rumi and James Baldwin impresses her, and Duke appreciates how she challenges him.

It's the standard romance of a down-to-earth civilian who grounds a starry hot shot, and Ellis and Nur lend it enjoyable chemistry.

Charm comes naturally to Ellis, a classic romantic lead in the HBO series "Insecure" who makes an amiable stage debut here. His swaggering Duke teases out the word "serendipitous" with the cascading, sweet-talking drawl of a Southern rapper, and he adeptly handles a few verses (penned by Ronve O'Daniel). Nur finds appealing spaces for wit and agency in her more reserved, reactive role.

But does the play know there's a war on?

Despite an opening scene of martial seriousness, Randolph-Wright treats Afghanistan like a Harlequin romance playground. When the two sneak out of the base for Duke to buy a piece of lapis lazuli, they're thrown into unsurprising peril. Danger! Excitement! Two worlds collide!

The fallout from that episode, which closes the play's first act, is tidied up surprisingly cleanly. But its spy-thriller foreshadowing had already introduced Duke's mother, Desiree (the always excellent Noma Dumezweni), through a military interrogation, so now the play must figure out what to do with her. An implausible dalliance with Roya's father (Dariush Kashani) is what it settles on.

Those jarring tonal shifts are mirrored in Warren Adams's direction, which divvies up the action with scene-setting titles projected by Caite Hevner. These range from the unnecessary ("Canada, 2025") to the slipshod ("The next morning," when there had been no previous time marker). Desiree's questioning, which takes place at some unspecified time and has no real impact on the story, might have benefited from some clarity.

Wilson Chin's set -- a bare stage flanked by imposing concrete columns, a back wall of concert lights and a grid of heavy-duty fans above -- fares better in representing the two realms, and is lit in noirish shadows by Amina Alexander.

Staging a story about U.S. involvement in this region brings its own calamitous set of baggage, but the play doesn't unpack any of it and only gestures toward foreign policy; it has equally little to say about its main characters.

When Duke briefly remarks on the dangers of being Black in America, there's a flicker of deeper connection with Roya; in their way, each is a subject of modern imperialism. Roya's life, spent entirely between the U.S.-controlled base and what she deems its rapidly Westernizing surroundings, is clear and living proof of this.

But just as Randolph-Wright approaches salient critique, a gear shift in plot or conversation restricts "Duke & Roya" to its rom-com genre. Ickily, the play winds up leaning harder (and glibly) against Afghanistan's instability and its record on women's rights than on America's intervention in the region and its own injustices at home.

That incuriosity extends into an odd costuming choice. Snowber Sabrina Spanta's designs are otherwise serviceable (or fabulous, for the regal Desiree), but early on, Duke comments on Roya's eschewing a hijab as a way of complimenting her rebelliousness. She wears a head scarf, though -- not as concealing a garment -- but if there is a deeper nuance here, it is not one the play cares to explore.

The charismatic rapper follows this line with bumbling flattery, and she laughs it off. It's a solid comic beat, but like the play, it's not enough to fall for, or to bridge a cultural divide.

Duke & Roya
Through Aug. 23 at the Lucille Lortel Theater, Manhattan; dukeandroya.com. Running time: 2 hours 15 minutes.
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Critic's Pick


'Cold War Choir Practice' Review: When the President Made a Deal

Ro Reddick's music-infused comedy, set during the Cold War, finishes this year's edition of Clubbed Thumb's Summerworks festival on a high.

From left, Suzzy Roche, Grace McLean, Alana Raquel Bowers, and Nina Grollman in "Cold War Choir Practice." Maria Baranova



By Laura Collins-Hughes



Jun 24, 2025 at 06:58 PM

For Christmas 1987, Meek knows exactly what she wants from Santa Claus. All three items should fit easily on the sleigh: a stuffed animal, a Speak & Spell for language-learning and a nuclear radiation detector. You know, to keep inside the fallout shelter she's building in the basement.

At 10 years old, alert to the world, Meek is anxious about the Cold War and hoping to help stop it -- or at least protect herself and her family, should Soviet missiles ever be aimed at Syracuse, N.Y. But she is also just a little kid, inquisitive and dreamy, with an "E.T." sweatshirt and a taste for Atomic Fireballs from the neighborhood candy shop.

Played by Alana Raquel Bowers, an adult deftly channeling tweendom, Meek is the winsome protagonist of "Cold War Choir Practice," a brainy new comedy by Ro Reddick that's infused with choral music and spiked with espionage. Directed by Knud Adams, and featuring a jewel-studded cast, the play finishes this year's edition of Clubbed Thumb's Summerworks festival on a high.

That's true even with the whole extra set of reverberations that the show abruptly acquired after the U.S. strike on Iran on Saturday -- world peace being one of Meek's consuming priorities. In a children's choir, she sings of de-escalation (sample lyric: "No one has to die") and gets matched with a pen pal from the U.S.S.R.

"Dear Soviet Pen Pal," Meek writes, brightly. "War is imminent. How are you today? Did you know the voice of a child has the power to stop a nuclear attack?"

Meek (Bowers) and her father, Smooch (Will Cobbs). Maria Baranova


"Cold War Choir Practice" takes place mostly in Syracuse, where Meek's father, Smooch (Will Cobbs), a former Black Panther, owns a roller rink. But the play unfolds in the days leading up to President Ronald Reagan's meeting with the Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, to sign a nuclear treaty.

When Smooch's brother, Clay (Andy Lucien), a deputy national security adviser, makes an emergency visit from Washington, the family is drawn into a high-stakes intrigue surrounding the contents of his briefcase -- and the apparent cult membership of Virgie (Mallory Portnoy), his mysteriously unwell wife. Puddin (a fabulously funny Lizan Mitchell), the brothers' sharp-eyed mother, has zero patience for whatever is going on with her "spooky-looking" daughter-in-law.

With a heightened tone and what turns out to be a magical Speak & Spell, this is a play about power, needless destruction and how the wealth of a nation is spent. It's also about loyalty, betrayal and the emotional appeal of belonging for people who are in some way solitary: like Meek, the only Black child in her choir, and like her uncle, surrounded by white faces at the White House.

Produced with Page 73 at the Wild Project in Manhattan's East Village, the production is much aided by the protean skills of its crackerjack choir (Nina Grollman, Grace McLean and Suzzy Roche). They wear bold red, signaling Christmas, Republicans, Soviets, Atomic Fireballs. (Costumes are by Brenda Abbandandolo, music direction by Ellen Winter.)

The show feels hamstrung, though -- not so much by the tiny stage as by Afsoon Pajoufar's handsome, curve-walled set. Constricting rather than accommodating, it works against evoking era or milieu and makes it difficult to keep track of which space the characters are inhabiting when. One of the show's most delightful comic moments comes when McLean, as an unnerving cloak-and-dagger villain, peers under an invisible bathroom stall door, then (I'm not going to tell you why) crawls inside: perfect mime. So it's not that the play needs more literal design, but more flexibility for imagination to take hold.

Still, the production is highly entertaining, even if the present breaks through. At the performance I saw, the phrase "America, where we're free" got a big, sardonic laugh.

There is also this follow-the-money reminder, from Puddin, about the encouragement of entrenched antipathies: "Mutually assured destruction is a gold mine."

The more things change?

Cold War Choir Practice
Through July 1 at the Wild Project, Manhattan; clubbedthumb.org. Running time: 1 hour 35 minutes.
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Critic's Pick


Finding Yourselves in a Gloriously Stressful Sci-Fi Adventure

The Alters is an extraordinary survival game that explores miscommunication, human fallibility and conflicting motivations.

As the sole survivor of a space mining expedition, the adversaries you encounter in The Alters include spatial anomalies that float in the air like astral jellyfish. 11 Bit Studios



By Christopher Byrd



Jun 25, 2025 at 04:02 PM

What are the events that made you who you are? Do you fixate on the contingencies, or the ostensible hand of fate that drove you to this particular place in space-time? How do you make sense of your regrets, your self-justifications, your burdens, your excuses?

The Alters is a game about a man physically confronted with such questions. To survive on a remote planet, he must learn to live with the other selves he might have been, radically different incarnations who share Jan Dolski's exact DNA but have their own personalities and talents.

After beginning in a cliche fashion, the latest effort by 11 Bit Studios, the Polish developer behind Frostpunk and This War of Mine, blossoms into an extraordinary survival game that explores miscommunication, human fallibility and conflicting motivations.

At the start, Jan finds himself the sole survivor of a space mining expedition on the behalf of Ally Corp. Soon after exiting his lifepod, he discovers a deposit of "rapidium," the most valuable substance in the universe yet one whose properties are scarcely understood. Then, upon returning to his ship, Jan learns he is in imminent danger: The radiance of a too-close star will soon char him into ash.

Heeding the instructions from a colleague on Earth, Jan also discovers the most personal information imaginable on the ship's quantum computer: a form of searchable memories that chart all the pivotal decisions that led him to enlist in Ally Corp's space mission.

Rushed for time but lacking the technical know-how to get his ship moving, Jan initiates a branching procedure on the computer that allows him to select an alternative life path. Using the rapidium, which is known to hasten organic growth, he births another self in the ship's medical wing, known as "the womb."

But Jan Dolski, the technician, is far from enthusiastic when he realizes what's going on. He resents Jan Dolski, the builder. For his life choices. For using him as a means to an end.

The protagonist must learn to live with the other selves he might have been, radically different incarnations who share his DNA but have their own personalities and talents. 11 Bit Studios


To escape the fatal starlight, Jan must gather resources that can be converted into food, fuel and building materials. Doing so entails exploring the outside terrain for resource deposits, then setting up mining stations and powering them via pylons to the ship. The environmental design is excellent, and wiring up a far-flung deposit can feel as satisfying as taking down a nemesis in another game.

But there is only so much that can be crammed into a space day. You have to be ruthlessly efficient, lest you find yourself, as I did at various points, having to backtrack several days to get things on track.

Fair warning: The Alters will let you fall on your face. By contrast with so many games that urge perfectionism -- high scores, low times, no-hit runs, etc. -- it wants you to embrace your errors and remember that out of mistakes, good things can happen.

"What was really important for us was to create the life of Jan Dolski from our own experiences and our own loaded questions," the game's director, Tomasz Kisilewicz, told me. Early in the game's five-year development cycle at 11 Bit Studios, the developers were polled internally about the what-ifs that have haunted them.

"For one person, it's 'What if I never left my hometown?' For somebody else, 'What if I took this business opportunity or didn't drop out of college?'" Kisilewicz said. The most emotional ones, he said, were about relationships. "'What if I proposed?'"

By the third act, I had created four other alters to assist Jan: a biologist, a scientist, a refinery operator and a miner. (Other options include a doctor, guard, worker and shrink.) Aside from the refiner -- a laid-back, wellness-oriented guy -- the others are prickly in their own way. Try as I might, I couldn't help but court their animosity when I irked them with my conversational choices or decisions. The feelings of tension were mutual. Oh, how I shuddered inside whenever I heard some variation of "Jan, got a moment?" while immersed in some time-sensitive task.

Rarely has a game filled my head with duties that felt so pressing. At almost any given moment, there is something to fret over: Is there enough inventory space? Are there enough resources to build? Is the ship adequately protected against radiation? Is there enough food? Are there enough repair kits to fix things on the ship?

With its many competing tasks, The Alters wants you to remember that out of mistakes, good things can happen. 11 Bit Studios


During our conversation, I told Kisilewicz that I was especially impressed with the adversaries Jan encounters that aren't hostile-minded aliens. There are spatial anomalies that float in the air like astral jellyfish, irradiating Jan if he comes into contact -- or, in their most fearsome form, causing time to speed up if he remains in their vicinity.

Kisilewicz explained that those who worked on The Alters refrained from trying to devise large-scale combat scenarios for practical reasons: the game had a small development team. They also didn't want to detract from the personal story they wanted to tell.

Along with CD Projekt Red, the makers of The Witcher games and Cyberpunk 2077, 11 Bit Studios has helped catapult Poland into the vanguard of the gaming industry. Kisilewicz was clear-minded about the country's particular cultural influence on The Alters. "It brings this Polish flavor of touching tough things and not shying away from bad endings, from bad outcomes," he said.

The Alters is a first-class resource management game that I found rewardingly stressful to play. This is not a game where the good, bad and neutral conversation options are signposted. Some alters may react negatively to a gesture of empathy or curiosity. Sometimes there aren't any good choices.

Jan's journey is marked by pressing ethical concerns. They invite players to reflect on their own priorities, and to ponder what we owe others and what we owe ourselves.

The Alters was reviewed on the PlayStation 5. It is also available on the PC and Xbox Series X|S.
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Global Arts Festival Taking Shape Inside Gowanus Power Station

The first Powerhouse: International will feature works from South Africa's William Kentridge, Brazil's Carolina Bianchi -- and 10,000, $30 tickets.

Hofesh Shechter's "Theater of Dreams" is among the productions coming to Powerhouse Arts this fall.  Tom Visser



By Michael Paulson



Jun 25, 2025 at 03:00 PM

A new arts festival, featuring performance art from Brazil, an interactive installation from New Zealand, and a party presented by a Beyonce dance captain, will be staged this fall inside a onetime power station along Brooklyn's industrial Gowanus Canal.

The three-month series, called Powerhouse: International and scheduled to run Sept. 25 to Dec. 13, is being curated by David Binder, a longtime performing arts producer and former artistic director of the Brooklyn Academy of Music. It will take place at Powerhouse Arts, a hulking structure that since 2023 has housed fabrication studios for artists from a variety of disciplines.

The festival will be the building's first series of performing arts events, and will feature acclaimed artists like William Kentridge, from South Africa, who is presenting his multidisciplinary opera-theater work "Sibyl"; Christos Papadopoulos, from Greece, whose prizewinning dance piece "Larsen C" is about a melting ice shelf; and Carolina Bianchi, from Brazil, who will perform her "Cadela Forca Trilogy," a stage work about sexual violence, with her collective Cara de Cavalo.

"We're in this moment when there are so many barriers -- cultural, physical, ideological -- and this festival aims to break down those barriers," Binder said in an interview. "What really interests me is the convergence of artists from different countries and different disciplines."

To keep the events accessible, the festival is making at least 10,000 tickets -- just over half of the expected total -- available for $30 each. At most configurations, the venue will have about 800 seats.

Binder said he was motivated in part by a change in the types of work being presented in New York City in recent years. "There's obviously a lot less international work in the city, a lot less art, a lot less new plays, a lot less music and dance," he said. "I'm hoping we're adding to the conversation."

The idea for the festival, he continued, was sparked when he toured Powerhouse Arts two years ago and saw the vastness of the building's grand hall -- a 22,000-square-foot space still adorned by graffiti left by the squatters who lived in the building.

Powerhouse, for its part, had been looking to expand its programming.

"We were, from the get-go, thinking about the multitude of ways to support creative expression, and how to best utilize our spaces," Eric Shiner, the nonprofit organization's president, said in an interview. "We're definitely going to see how this goes, and as long as it's successful, we'll consider future iterations."

The festival is being financed by private philanthropy. Binder and Shiner declined to say how much it will cost, but Shiner said one donor, who has opted to remain anonymous, was covering a significant portion.

Binder said that by putting together a program that features performers from multiple parts of the world, he was interested in presenting "the most adventurous work for the biggest number of people," he said.

The festival is not seeking to compete with other New York presenting organizations, but to complement the work they are doing, he said, and there are plans to partner with organizations including Crossing the Line (which supports French-speaking artists in New York), Onassis Stegi (which supports touring Greek artists) and Culture Ireland (which supports Irish artists at international festivals).

The festival, which will begin with "Skatepark," a skateboarding performance choreographed by Mette Ingvartsen of Denmark, will also include: "Worktable," an installation in which audience members destroy and rebuild household objects, from Kate McIntosh of New Zealand; "Fampitaha, fampita, fampitana," a dance piece from Soa Ratsifandrihana, a Franco-Malagasy choreographer; "Good Sex," a theatrical work about intimacy from Dead Center and Emilie Pine of Ireland; and "Theater of Dreams," a dance exploring the subconscious, from Hofesh Shechter Company of Britain.

The festival will conclude with concerts by Claire Rousay; Moor Mother and Pussy Riot Siberia; Yamantaka Eye and aya; and Red Hot's Transa, followed by a closing performance and party led by Amari Marshall, the choreographer who has worked with Beyonce.
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A Model Walked Away, but Never Stopped Fighting

Sara Ziff, once a fixture at Fashion Week, is a force behind a new labor law in New York that aims to protect models and perhaps redefine what counts as work.

Once known for her modeling, Sara Ziff became the force behind an advocacy group called the Model Alliance. Krista Schlueter for The New York Times



By Yola Mzizi



Jun 19, 2025 at 10:02 AM

There was a time when those close to Sara Ziff found it baffling that, by age 20, she had out-earned her father, Ed, a neuroscience professor at New York University, simply, as her mother, Susan, once remarked, for being "pretty and on time."

In "Picture Me," the 2009 documentary Ms. Ziff made with camcorder footage from her days as a fashion model, she is seen receiving a paycheck for more than $111,000, which elicits little more than a shrug.

Ms. Ziff joined the modeling business in 1996 after a photographer scouted her on her way home from the Bronx High School of Science, when she was a freshman. Soon enough, instead of babysitting on the weekends, Ms. Ziff was attending casting calls and landing spots in Seventeen magazine. After graduation, instead of heading to an Ivy League university like most of her peers, she opted for the runway.

"I knew that models were often valued for their extreme youth and that if I wanted to have a shot at it, this was my chance," Ms. Ziff said. "And that it could be an opportunity to put away some money."

For Ms. Ziff, that was the first in a series of bold choices in which she built a career, helped expose some of the seedier sides of the business, and ultimately stepped away from the glamour and paychecks to stand up for the rights and protections of others. The culmination of much of that work comes on Thursday, when New York State will implement the Fashion Workers Act, a piece of legislation championed by the Model Alliance, a group founded by Ms. Ziff that aims to remake the modeling industry in the fashion epicenter of the United States.

To gain support for the Fashion Workers Act, Ms. Ziff and the Model Alliance participated in various rallies and worked with state politicians. Jaka Vinsek


The problems of the modeling industry became clear to Ms. Ziff early in her career, and the documentary she created didn't just show the glamour of being young and flush with cash. It also chronicled a more common experience: teenage models saddled with debt, struggling with eating disorders and navigating an industry where sexual abuse was often normalized.

"When my film came out, I went from, you know, working at the highest levels of the industry to pretty much overnight the big brands stopped calling," Ms. Ziff said. "My earnings plummeted and I basically went into debt. Yeah, it was a really hard time."

But one call Ms. Ziff did receive was from Susan Scafidi, the founder and academic director of the Fashion Law Institute. Ms. Scafidi had been moved not by the film's direction but by the reaction of the audience, which she described as "filled with tears and great emotion and with expressions of fear."

Ms. Ziff earned a degree in political science from Columbia University and, in 2012, with guidance from Ms. Scafidi, founded the Model Alliance, a nonprofit organization dedicated to increasing worker protections for models.

The implementation of the Fashion Workers Act could make large strides. It grants models basic workplace protections such as meal breaks, overtime pay and formal mechanisms to report harassment. It also includes protections against discrimination based on race, gender, age and sexual orientation, among other characteristics, and it has language about the ownership of digital replicas created by artificial intelligence.

"As a model, your job is to appear effortlessly glamorous -- you're supposed to appear not to be working at all," Ms. Ziff said. "I know we're not coal miners, but we're workers, and we deserve to have basic rights and protections on the job."

Those rights, which may seem unremarkable to many working Americans, have long eluded models, who often operate within a murky web of overlapping contracts with management companies and fashion brands. That fragmented structure has left models, many of whom are classified as independent contractors, without the leverage to negotiate fair terms, wages or protections.

The law, which covers all models regardless of their employment status, has the potential to reverberate beyond fashion and to other spheres dominated by freelance or gig workers where labor activists are calling on lawmakers to tighten the definition of independent contractors. Last year, the Department of Labor issued a ruling that required workers who are "economically dependent" on a firm and whose work is "an integral part of the employer's business" to be considered employees.

Ms. Ziff was scouted as a model when she was a freshman in high school and became a fixture at shows from companies like Proenza Schouler. Randy Brooke/WireImage

She also modeled for Marc Jacobs before a documentary she made led to many companies severing ties. J. Vespa/WireImage


However, these efforts are also facing pushback from businesses, including modeling agencies, which claim the changes will increase costs. In 2024, California's Supreme Court upheld Proposition 22, which classifies Uber and Lyft drivers as independent contractors, in a win for the ride-share apps.

The Fashion Workers Act goes beyond attempts to regulate how fashion houses interact with models, it will also deal with model agencies, which don't have a fiduciary duty to act in models' best interest. These organizations often hold power of attorney over talent, negotiating compensation and scope of work on behalf of the models.

With more clarity around contract terms, Ms. Ziff hopes, models will be better positioned to navigate late payments, which are a longstanding norm in the industry.

Ms. Ziff recounted her own experience with that. She said when clients failed to pay on time, her agency would give her a wage advance, and then charge her 5 percent interest for the delay. That system can trap models on the lower end of the earning scale in a cycle of debt. The median pay for a model in the United States was a little over $47,000 annually in 2023, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

"The whole thing is just grotesque," Ms. Ziff said. "People became really vulnerable. The financial exploitation begets sexual exploitation."

It was through attempts to deal with that sexual exploitation where the profile of the Model Alliance was raised.

When Ms. Ziff founded the group, she didn't know the form the organization would take. But she knew she had to have a support line where models could share their experiences. She found that a number of the messages she received were from models detailing experiences of sexual harassment and assault. Many were barred from pursuing legal action because the statute of limitations had elapsed.

So when a public affairs consultant approached the Model Alliance about helping to draft the Adult Survivors Act, which was being championed by State Senator Brad Hoylman-Sigal of New York, Ms. Ziff jumped at the opportunity.

The law, which passed in 2022, allowed for a one-year look-back period in which adult victims who were 18 or older at the time of the alleged abuse could bring their cases to court.

In 2023, Ms. Ziff was among the people to file a lawsuit under the act when she accused Fabrizio Lombardo, a former Miramax executive and a close associate of Harvey Weinstein, of rape.

The lawsuit, which also names Mr. Weinstein, Disney and its subsidiaries Buena Vista and Miramax, is still ongoing.

"That was a particularly challenging campaign because it's really difficult to talk about sexual abuse," Ms. Ziff said. "And you know, even when you're talking about something that happened decades ago, you know, in my case over 20 years ago, it can instantly feel so fresh."

Ms. Ziff, who began to cry when recounting her experience in a recent interview, said she knew the law would be impactful.

More than 3,000 civil lawsuits were filed under the Adult Survivors Act, including one by Casandra Ventura, an R&B singer, who sued Sean Combs, her former partner and the music producer also known as Diddy, for rape and repeated physical abuse. This suit paved the way for the government's lawsuit against Mr. Combs, who is charged with racketeering, conspiracy and sex trafficking.

Ms. Scafidi, who is no longer associated with the Model Alliance, said that the success of the Fashion Workers Act, which has received support from the Council of Fashion Designers of America and SAG-AFTRA, rested on how it deals with the diminished importance of models in the larger fashion ecosystem today.

Ms. Ziff helped introduce the Fashion Workers Act which was signed into law in December 2024. It goes into effect on Thursday. Reed Young


"It's a little paradoxical," she said. "Models on the covers of magazines are replaced by celebrities. In advertising, models have been replaced by influencers. There's a concern right now, and it's written right into the bill that models are being replaced by A.I."

Mr. Hoylman-Sigal, who is the lead sponsor of the legislation, however, believes the success of the Model Alliance rests on Ms. Ziff's ability to explain the issues to a broader audience.

"She shared the details of her own experience, which set the stage for me and for others to understand how deep this problem is in her industry," he said. "If it happened to her, someone who is well-resourced, educated and in a position to articulate the abuses, what else is going on?"

Ms. Ziff says she is proud of what the Model Alliance has accomplished, even though there is "certainly a lot more work to be done." Despite the changes, she doesn't see herself ever going back to modeling.

"I'm in a new phase of life now," she said. "It's actually nice, because if I'm ever asked to do a photo shoot, it's as an advocate, not as a model."
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I Snoop, You Snoop, We All Snoop on Each Other's Phone Screens

Thwarting the joy of reading over a stranger's shoulder.

The darkened screen protectors are meant to swat away those who like to see what others are up to on their devices.



By Gina Cherelus



Jun 23, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Maybe you're sitting on a subway, or a plane awaiting take off. You glance over at your neighbor's phone screen -- innocently, of course. But instead of a glowing feed of TikTok videos or the draft of an email, you're met with a seemingly inert black screen, though this person's thumbs are swiftly tapping it.

It's like a slap on the wrist, a "keep out" sign, a trap set for nosy people who can't resist snooping on other people's phones. It's a privacy screen, an accessory for phones and laptops designed to significantly darken or totally obscure their surfaces to wandering eyes.

Lately, the screen protectors have become a common sight in densely populated public areas. They have become particularly popular among people with sensitive professions, like doctors and therapists, who must be cautious about their patients' personal information when working outside their offices.

But at a time when it has become normal to assume a level of surveillance in public places -- not just by security cameras, but by our fellow travelers in this mortal coil who may turn us into internet content -- the screens have become more appealing to the average person, too.

"I don't like people looking at my stuff," said Shanaisa O'Neal, who on a recent afternoon was scrolling her phone, its screen visible only to her, as she rode the F train in Manhattan with her daughter.

Shanaisa O'Neal, who was riding the train on a recent afternoon, admitted that she too sometimes looks at other people's phone screens. Colin Clark for The New York Times


Ms. O'Neal said she bought a screen protector after catching an older man "naturally" looking over at her phone one day while riding the subway. As someone who occasionally checks her bank account in public and keeps photos of her home and her children on her phone, she felt the privacy shield was necessary.

When asked if she ever looked at the screen of a person sitting next to her, she said that her eyes "may" drift in that direction, but that she has never looked at someone else's phone intentionally. She paused before continuing: "OK, maybe I have before."

Even more than personal details like banking information, what some people say they're most trying to prevent is someone seeing -- and judging -- the mundane ways they pass time scrolling.

"I waste so much time, especially on the phone, and the last thing I need is someone saying, 'Oh, he's on Instagram,'" said Guy Knoll, a 21-year-old comedian living in Gramercy Park.

He admitted that one of his favorite things to do for his own amusement is judge people on the subway for watching weird things in public, like "someone tweezing out a bullet" or "some dumb video of an animal."

Poking fun at himself, Mr. Knoll admitted that any judgment of his Instagram habits, for instance, would probably be warranted "because it is a degenerate activity to just be on social media all day," as he put it.

Guy Knoll, a 21-year-old comedian who lives in Manhattan, said he judges people in public for watching, for instance, "some dumb video of an animal." Colin Clark for The New York Times


A privacy screen-free device, exposed to wandering eyes. Colin Clark for The New York Times


Some of that online content, typically tailored to suit a person's tastes via "the algorithm" -- our ominous shorthand for the calculations websites use to anticipate and predict our preferences -- can seem more revealing than a passport when it's exposed to strangers.

According to Leslie John, a behavioral scientist and professor at the Harvard Business School who studies privacy decision-making, what we choose to post is one facet of ourselves that we want other people to see. But what is regurgitated back to us by social media algorithms, which are becoming "scarily good" at understanding users, may reveal what we actually care about.

"That is much more revealing to someone because we're not censoring it," she said. "It feels more personal because it is more personal."

Oh right -- how do those algorithms know us so well? It's because most phone users are forking over tons of data and personal information to tech companies every time they download an application or search online. Yet somehow the stuff we want to keep the person sitting next to us from seeing -- our messages or the algorithm-driven content that ends up on our feeds -- has become a locus of some people's privacy concerns. Is it performative? A grasp for a comforting, yet false, sense of control? Both?

Psychologists refer to this mismatch, in which the value people place on privacy seems to be contradicted by their behavior, as the privacy paradox.

Dennis Stolle, the senior director of American Psychology Association's office of applied psychology, said the privacy screen was an example of people exerting their value for privacy in a situation where they know they can immediately and tangibly control the space around them.

Some worry about their fellow straphangers looking at their texts or emails, which can feel like a violation of privacy. At the same time, most of them fork over personal information to the tech platforms they use on their phones. Colin Clark for The New York Times


"You can put that privacy screen over your laptop or your phone and feel a sense of accomplishment," he said. "Even though in the big picture that may be the least of your worries, it still is somehow psychologically satisfying to do something to protect the value that you hold of the importance of privacy rather than doing nothing at all."

As a creative arts therapist, Karen Codd said she was "primed" to be protective of the communications she has as part of her job as well as in her personal life.

At the same time, she noted that there was some cognitive dissonance with her life online.

"For example, I just described the importance of confidentiality, but I'm also a therapist who has a dating profile," said Ms. Codd, 44. "If I want to be a person connected to culture or able to socialize or meet new people I have to be vulnerable in some respects."

Karen Codd, a therapist who says she has a privacy screen partly to protect her patients. Colin Clark for The New York Times

Nothing to see here! Colin Clark for The New York Times


The screen protectors can offer a veneer of privacy -- but they may be only that, a veneer. Colin Clark for The New York Times


On a subway platform at the West 4th Street station in Greenwich Village, Varun Punater pushed his index finger across his darkened smartphone filter that was peeling and cracked from longtime use. The main reason he started using a privacy protector nearly four years ago was to jokingly spite a friend who had bought one first.

"It's kind of stupid, but I couldn't see what he's up to and I'm a snoopy person, so then I was like, you know what, I'm going to get one, too," he said.

He liked the sense of security it gave him, especially while on public transit, but acknowledged that it doesn't compare with how his personal data is being used online without his permission.

"I mean, it's always like a give and take with privacy,' said Mr. Punater, 23 and a computer science major at the University of Southern California. "What you choose to give up right now is out of your hands."

Aside from their inability to protect users from more sizable violations of their privacy, the screen protectors have some downsides. Almost all of the dozen-plus commuters interviewed for this story said the privacy screens made it difficult to text, to see images clearly and to take photos.

In one respect, they said, the product worked almost too well: It is extremely difficult to show someone else something on your phone.

"Honestly it's more annoying than anything else," said Remy Kriz, 25, who had just gotten off the C train at 14th Street. "It's got to be at the right angle, and it's all a little cumbersome from time to time."
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This Simple Trick Makes the Perfect Cornbread

An optional wrapping of cabbage leaves boosts the flavor and texture of Yann Nury's favorite recipe.

Video: Yann Nury's Cornbread Wrapped in Cabbage Leaves

Nury presents his finished cornbread, bottom side up, on a hand-painted cake stand by the Cholula, Mexico-based studio Talavera Santa Catarina.


By Lauren Joseph



Jun 18, 2025 at 04:44 PM

It wasn't until six years after moving to the United States that the French-born chef Yann Nury, 41, tried his first bite of cornbread, at a downtown Manhattan restaurant where it was served alongside fried chicken. Nury, who's known for cooking luxurious versions of comfort food for art and fashion world parties, was, he says, "amazed by its dense texture and pure corn flavor" and set out to create his own spin on the American classic.

Nury prefers the heartiness and savory profile of Southern cornbread, which has an all-cornmeal base, finding the Northern version, which includes wheat flour and sugar in the batter, too "bready and sweet." He favors stone-ground varieties of the grain -- "the coarser the better," he says -- and, to banish any grittiness, allows the cornmeal to hydrate and soften for an hour in buttermilk. The result: "texture, but without any sandy bites that crack under your teeth."

For years, Nury was of the belief that his cornbread, eaten warm with butter, caviar and a drizzle of maple syrup, was the ideal, often serving it alongside grilled meats with a light, chilled red wine. But after his wife and frequent collaborator, Grace Douglas, showed him a photo she'd come across of bread baked in cabbage leaves, he decided to try that method and found it to be "an amazing way to encase flavor," he says, pointing to traditional French choux farci, or meat-stuffed cabbage, as another example of the technique. Now he makes the straight-up version for his kids but otherwise wraps his cornbread in the leafy greens before baking. "The smell of the cabbage caramelizing is intoxicating," he says.

The chef Yann Nury in his kitchen and private dining space in SoHo. Designed in collaboration with Charles Zana, the floor-through loft houses his collection of tableware and books, including the set of original red-spined Michelin guides behind him. David Chow

The ingredients for Nury's cabbage-wrapped cornbread. He prefers a cabbage with soft, frilly leaves and tender stems, like napa or savoy, and coarsely ground cornmeal, which delivers the best texture. David Chow


Yann Nury's Classic Cornbread, Plus a Cabbage-Wrapped Variation

Makes one 8-10 inch round loaf

Ingredients



	11/2 cups/300 grams coarse cornmeal


	11/4 cups/325 grams buttermilk


	1 large egg, beaten


	7 tablespoons/100 grams salted butter, melted, plus more for serving


	1 teaspoon/5 grams baking soda


	1 teaspoon/5 grams baking powder


	11/2 teaspoons/10 grams fine sea salt


	1 head of savoy or napa cabbage (optional)





1. In a large bowl, mix together the cornmeal, baking powder, baking soda and salt.

2. In a small bowl, whisk the egg and buttermilk to combine.

3. Make a well in the dry ingredients and pour in the wet ingredients. With a spoon or spatula, gradually draw the dry ingredients into the wet until the batter is well incorporated and free of any large lumps.

4. Cover the bowl with a clean dish towel or plastic wrap and let it rest for one hour. In the meantime, preheat your oven to 475 degrees with a rack in the middle.

5. Heat an 8-10 inch cast-iron pan in the preheated oven for 10 minutes. Mix about three quarters of the butter into the rested batter and pour the remaining butter into the hot pan, swirling to coat the bottom and sides.

6. Spoon the batter into the pan, smoothing the top with an offset spatula or butter knife.

7. Bake for 15 to 20 minutes, until the top is a deep golden brown.

8. Serve warm with butter, flaky salt and a drizzle of maple syrup. Nury also recommends a dollop of Golden Kaluga caviar.

To make cabbage-wrapped cornbread:

1. Follow steps 1 to 4 above.

2. Put an 8-10 inch cast-iron pan in the oven to heat up for 10 minutes. Mix about three quarters of the butter into the rested batter, reserving some to coat your pan and brush on top.

3. Meanwhile, separate the leaves from the head of cabbage and blanch them in generously salted water for 15 to 20 seconds, then plunge them into a bowl of ice water until cool. Drain, pat the leaves dry and lay them flat on paper towels or clean dish towels to absorb excess moisture. If the leaves have particularly thick stems, roll them with a rolling pin to tenderize or remove the stems with a knife.

4. Remove the hot cast-iron pan from the oven and pour most of the remaining butter into the hot pan, swirling to coat the bottom and sides.

5. Carefully place the leaves along the bottom of the hot pan, creating a single layer with no gaps and leaving 2 to 3 inches of overhang around the edges. Spoon in the batter, fold the ends over the top and then cover with another layer of leaves, overlapping them by about an inch so the bread has room to rise. Brush with the rest of the melted butter and bake for 15 to 17 minutes.

6. Let cool just slightly before flipping the bread onto a plate and serving warm with butter and flaky salt.

Don't worry if the leafy quilt that covers your cornbread isn't perfect. "The top will never look as good as the bottom," says Nury. "That's why we flip it after baking; that's where the magic happens." David Chow
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Go Ahead, Have a 'Fridge Cigarette'

The click of the can, the sound of the bubbles: The internet is reframing the humble soda as an indulgent escape.

Drink 'em if you got 'em. Getty Images



By Alisha Haridasani Gupta



Jun 18, 2025 at 11:34 PM

Two Sundays ago, Rachel Reno relaxed in a park in New York with a sandwich, a bag of chips and a fridge cigarette.

While lounging, she posted a video of herself, with the caption: "overheard someone call Diet Coke a 'fridge cigarette' and nothing's been more true to me since."

She cracked open the can and took a sip.

"I feel like it's one of those things that doesn't need a lot of explanation," Ms. Reno, a freelance creator in New York, said in an interview. She first heard the alternative name for a can of diet soda from a co-worker at her previous job at an advertising agency. Those who get it know that "the crack of the can is like the spark of a lighter," she said. Then comes the sparkly sound of fizzing bubbles and the mouthfeel of that first hit, and suddenly "all the worries and cares in the world go away."

Crucially, having a soda is the equivalent of stepping outside for a few minutes for a smoke break. It's an excuse to "take a moment," Ms. Reno said.


Ms. Reno's video in the park has been viewed more than three million times and received almost 300,000 likes, with many people commenting on how accurate that term is. It has inspired others to use the expression, capturing not just a shift in perception of soda and cigarettes but also a collective search for a breather, as Casey Lewis, founder and writer of the internet-culture newsletter After School, described it.

Or, as some social media users have put it: something to take the edge off.

Reframing the simple act of drinking a soda as an escape echoes many trends of the last few years in which Gen Z and younger millennials latched on to slices of pleasure to cope with political, economic and social pressures, Ms. Lewis said. There was #floortime, the "little treats" trend and the romanticization of mundane details of life.

In 2023, headlines suggested that Gen Z was taking Diet Coke breaks during work instead of cigarette breaks. Now, that same idea of walking away from work for a few minutes -- a concept so outlandish in capitalist America that surveys and research have tried to quantify the hours of missed productivity in smoke breaks -- has been named.

"When I was young and working in an office, I didn't smoke, but then I didn't take any breaks, and I don't think I am alone in that," Ms. Lewis said. "But Gen Z are more likely to value their work-life balance and believe that an afternoon break is something they deserve."

What makes the term "fridge cigarette" sticky is that it also coincides with a cultural resurgence of smoking in pop songs, movies and TV shows and with an embrace of old-fashioned sodas, said Andrea Hernandez, founder and writer of Snaxshot, a newsletter about food and beverage trends. She said vices like that had been rejected by millennials in their obsession with health and wellness but had slowly made their way back.

"I like to say it's the 'better for you' chasm," Ms. Hernandez said. There has been an influx of so-called better-for-you products, she said, like sodas infused with probiotics and protein-rich snacks marketed to the health-conscious millennial. For Gen Z consumers, the mentality is more "Oh, aspartame, it's really bad for you, and I really don't care," she said. "It's a little bit rebellious, almost nihilistic in a sense."

And, Ms. Hernandez said, calling a Diet Coke a "fridge cig" simply makes it sound more fancy. "I'm not surprised that this came up now, during summer, where you start to fantasize, like, 'Oh, I wish I was in Europe, but I can't afford it.'"

In a follow-up video, Ms. Reno took the fridge cigarette analogy further. Cans of Diet Coke, she said, are like Parliament cigarettes, whereas regular Coke gives off Marlboro Red energy. Regular coke in a glass bottle, though? That's a cigar, the ultimate vice.

"When you see that bottle," she said, "it's like, 'Oh, this is an event.'"
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fashion review


Telfar's Joyful, Shoppable Declaration of Independence

The designer celebrated 20 years of rewriting fashion's rules.

A procession of Telfar models, in all sizes, shapes and ages, paraded the streets of Lower Manhattan.



By Vanessa Friedman



Jun 23, 2025 at 03:46 PM

Two and a quarter hours is a long time for any superstar to ask fans to wait for a show to start. But on Saturday night in Cortlandt Alley, a somewhat grimy passageway between Broadway and Lafayette Street in Lower Manhattan, hundreds of people, including Solange Knowles, seemed perfectly happy to wile away the evening in expectation of what was to come.

Namely, Telfar Clemens's 20th-anniversary fashion show, which was the first official show of his namesake label in almost three years, though "fashion show" was something of a misnomer for the event. Yes, there were clothes involved, and yes, there was a catwalk (or at least the street), and yes, there were people seated on either side along with photographers.

But the parade that finally started at 8:15 p.m. bore about as much resemblance to a traditional fashion show as Mr. Clemens's signature tank tops -- twisted, asymmetric, backless, upside-down -- do the standard undergarment. Instead, it was a celebration, a happening and a collective shout of triumph in the face of the current political climate.

Not to mention a reflection of the way Mr. Clemens, who founded his brand on the premise of inclusivity long before D.E.I. was a corporate calling card or a political lightning rod, has redesigned American basics -- cutting pants to play peekaboo with the thigh; making athletic shirts into the equivalent of royal robes. Rejecting the traditional system, he built his empire his way, transforming a logo into a not-so-secret password to a world that defines luxury not as a sign of material success, but as being seen. There is a reason he held his show not during the usual ready-to-wear season in September or February, but on the weekend after Juneteenth.

Telfar Clemens taking a bow after his show, wearing one of his Opening Ceremony designs for the Liberian Olympic team. Rafael Rios for The New York Times

Telfar tank tops were strung like parade bunting over the runway/alley. Rafael Rios for The New York Times


Show-goers sat along the catwalk/street, many hugging and taking selfies together. Rafael Rios for The New York Times


There was not a single department or specialty store buyer in the audience -- Telfar does not wholesale its clothes -- and there was only a smattering of editors. But there were lots of people toting Telfar bags large and small, and lots of people in Telfar-branded looks, and lots of people hugging and taking selfies together. Over them all, strung like laundry lines between the buildings, hung more of the tank tops, the city's tenement semiology reinvented as patriotic bunting. The ushers and check-in people wore "I (heart) NY" T-shirts transformed into "I (Telfar logo) NY" T-shirts.

The 200 or so models that finally emerged from the store-cum-hangout Telfar opened last year first strutted down Broadway so passers-by could see the show and then turned the corner up Walker Street, itself crowded with lookie-loos. Finally, they made their way to Cortlandt Alley in a procession of sizes, shapes and ages displaying Mr. Clemens's body of work -- one with its own unique language and increasing range.

There was languid, pajama-like suiting, along with some pieces spattered with big, yellow smiley-face polka dots that echoed the shape of the Telfar logo, and crisp white shirting had the logo picked out like eyelet lace. There were dark stretch-denim flares and jumpsuits with neat white stitching and body-con looks with topographic piping.

The band Standing on the Corner provided live music for the show. Rafael Rios for The New York Times

Telfar's sunny-side-up shirt suiting, bedecked with smiley faces. Rafael Rios for The New York Times


Telfar's "disloyal" take on American preppy style. Rafael Rios for The New York Times


A familiar T-shirt design transformed into "I (Telfar logo) NY" top. Rafael Rios for The New York Times

The runway featured friends and family. Rafael Rios for The New York Times


There was an assortment of preppy totems like polos and khakis, de- and re-contextualized into something a whole lot more gleefully provocative than what might be seen on a golf course. Even when Mr. Clemens's logo isn't plastered all over a garment -- and it usually is -- it's easy to recognize his signature.

Oh, and there was a full assortment of bags, including a new "plastic bag," a shiny, scrunchy nylon tote inspired by plastic deli bags and offered in a variety of colors and slogans, including "Thank you for shopping." Odds are it will turn into another best seller. (Part of the collection will be available immediately.)

A version of the new Telfar "plastic" bag. Rafael Rios for The New York Times

The Telfar's motto is "Not for you, for everyone" -- even if they are still in diapers. Rafael Rios for The New York Times


Raul Lopez, the designer of Luar, walked his friend's runway in an elongated shirt and matching pants. Rafael Rios for The New York Times


Mr. Clemens's mother walked in the show, wearing a sky-blue polo stretched into a shirtdress, as did many of his aunts and uncles. So did Raul Lopez, the designer of Luar, in a long white shirt and squishy white pants.

Some of the models were cast after an open call three days before that was televised on Telfar TV, a public access channel the company started in 2022. Viewers got to vote on who would be in the show. Some models toted their dogs, and some brought their children. Some held hands, and some waved to the crowd, which hooted and hollered right back in an acknowledgment that everyone had skin, and maybe family, in the game.

No designer working today understands better than Mr. Clemens that fashion functions as a sign of community and identity. That, as the show notes read, real independence comes from "interdependence."

No wonder people were willing to wait.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/23/style/telfar-20th-anniversary-show.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Can You Know Princess Diana by Owning Her Things?

A large trove of the princess' belongings including her Lady Dior handbag, will be auctioned this week. For some buyers, more intimate items are the main draw.

An auction this week features many items from Princess Diana, including a British Lung Foundation sweatshirt that she wore at an event in 1988. Julien's Auctions; Tim Graham Photo Library/Getty Images



By Yola Mzizi



Jun 24, 2025 at 10:01 AM

One of the stranger lots that Martin Nolan, a co-founder of Julien's Auctions, ever put on the block during his more than two decades in the auction business was a thin slice of cake served at the July 1981 wedding of Diana, Princess of Wales, to Prince Charles. It sold for $2,831.

That was in 2008. Today, Mr. Nolan estimates that it could fetch tens of thousands of dollars.

"We've noticed over the years that Diana is highly collectible as an asset class," Mr. Nolan said in a recent phone interview. "She's considered a blue chip as an investment. Also, people feel they have a connection to Diana."

The world had just 16 years to get acquainted with the princess, Mr. Nolan said, referring to the time between her official entrance into public life and her untimely death in 1997. The brevity of that period, he said, has only intensified public fascination. Many now seek out Diana memorabilia in an effort to preserve the connections they feel they had with her.

The auction also includes items related to other royals like a picture of Wallis Simpson, the Duchess of Windsor, and a fashion illustration of Princess Margaret by Norman Hartnell. Julien's Auctions

One of the Diana items estimated to bring in the most money is a Bruce Oldfield two-piece yellow and floral-patterned silk ensemble, center, which the princess wore to Royal Ascot in 1987. Julien's Auctions


That demand has pushed auction houses to put an increasing number of her belongings up for sale. This Thursday, Julien's is auctioning a large collection of her personal effects, alongside a selection of items from other royals including Queen Elizabeth II and Princess Margaret. On offer are Diana's Lady Dior bag (which was renamed as a tribute to her), dresses and hats and a group of more intimate pieces such as personal letters, birthday cards and holiday cards. A portion of the proceeds from the sale will be donated to Muscular Dystrophy UK.

At high-profile auctions that follow the death of public figures -- and continue years later, provided demand remains -- items like clothing, furniture, jewelry and photographs are standard. But deeply personal objects have become increasingly common.

When Christie's auctioned Marilyn Monroe's estate in 1999, items on offer included her driver's license, her Screen Actors Guild card and old tubes of lipstick. RR Auction's sale of Prince memorabilia featured hotel receipts and his personal checkbook. Another Christie's auction, of former President Ronald Reagan's estate, included doodles he sketched on White House stationery.

Curators say they include these items because they help contextualize and humanize public figures.

 Julien's Auctions

 Julien's Auctions

 Julien's Auctions

 Julien's Auctions

The auctions also includes notable items like, clockwise from top left, Diana's Lady Dior bag, a magenta nylon ski-suit that she was seen in several times, a three-piece Escada suit worn in public six times and a custom John Boyd peach colored straw archer hat that she wore to her honeymoon sendoff. Photographs via Julien's Auctions

"I get really excited whenever you can see the journey of an individual and really speak to the parts of their history that they're best known for," said Elizabeth Seigel, head of private and iconic collections at Christie's. "It's also fun when you're able to lift the curtain into somebody's personality a little bit."

For the upcoming Julien's sale, titled "Princess Diana's Style & a Royal Collection," Mr. Nolan is placing special emphasis on style. While her taste in fashion is certainly represented, he said the goal is to show how Diana lived and connected with others, which is why the personal cards and letters are such a key part of the offering.

But there is a curatorial line to walk. "There is a benefit to editing," Ms. Seigel noted. "We don't necessarily always recommend selling every single thing that belonged to a person."

The inclusion of deeply personal letters comes down to more than just storytelling, however. It is also about what items are likely to sell.

These intimate items often carry a lower price tag than a designer bag or antique furniture, which can open up the bidding pool and give buyers who don't frequent auctions a rare chance to own a piece of history.

So who is buying this stuff?

In the case of Princess Diana memorabilia, it is often super-collectors like Renae Plant.

Renae Plant, a super-collector, owns more than 100 pieces of Princess Diana's clothing, which she plans to exhibit with her Princess Diana Museum. The Princess Diana Museum

The sweater Ms. Plant is holding is a Muir and Osborne "black sheep" sweater, which Diana wore to a polo match in 1983. Princess Diana Archive/Getty Images


Ms. Plant, a preschool director in Los Angeles, owns more than 2,700 personal items that once belonged to Diana, a collection she amassed from what she estimates to be over 2,000 auctions.

Her collection includes more than 600 personal letters the princess had written to friends, family, her fitness trainer and her hairstylist. She also owns more than 100 pieces of Diana's clothing, including the black sheep sweater (not the original, which sold for $1.1 million, but the replacement she was sent after the original developed a hole) and the custom Versace dress she had worn for a photo shoot in 1991, with one of the images from that shoot being used on the cover of Harper's Bazaar following her death in 1997. Ms. Plant is proud to mention that she got that dress by outbidding Kensington Palace, even though she had to mortgage her home to afford the $250,000 winning bid.

Ms. Plant, who felt that Diana's belongings were "being scattered aimlessly all around the world and being sold to the highest bidder," saw it as her personal mission to honor the princess' sartorial and humanitarian legacy. In 2020, she founded The Princess Diana Museum, a digital archive built around her private collection.

Diana actually started the sell-off of many of the items connected to her when, in 1997, just two months before her death, she auctioned off 79 of her gowns through Christie's, raising $3.25 million for AIDS and cancer charities.

The most famous item up for auction this week is a silk floral printed day dress designed by Bellville Sassoon that came to be known as the "Caring Dress" because Diana frequently wore it during visits to hospitals. Julien's Auctions

The dress, which Diana was photographed wearing between 1988 and 1992, is Ms. Plant's top target. Jayne Fincher/Princess Diana Archive, via Getty Images


"It's hurting my heart again to kind of see this big collection go out at one time and not be able to preserve them for the museum, because I feel like that's where they deserve to be, not in someone's cupboard," said Ms. Plant.

Ms. Plant, whose collection is currently stowed in two storage units in Los Angeles, plans to organize a touring exhibition next year to bring the museum across the United States, Australia and Britain.

But before that can happen, Ms. Plant is eyeing an acquisition: the princess' Bellville Sassoon Floral Day Dress, which is frequently called the "Caring Dress" because of how often Diana wore it when visiting the sick. That dress is part of the Julien's auction on Thursday.

Ms. Plant saw the dress up close when Diana wore it in 1988 to greet crowds outside St. Andrew's Cathedral in Sydney, Australia. Because of her own personal history with the dress, Ms. Plant believes it would complete her collection.

"I am going to bid live," she said. "I like to see the room, feel the room. I am a very strategic bidder and I always fall on the floor when I win. I do a whole stunt move."
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Times Insider


Reflecting on Same-Sex Marriage Ruling a Decade Later

Adam Liptak describes the moment in which same-sex marriage became legal nationwide on June 26, 2015 -- and what the future may hold for the Supreme Court's ruling.

A decade ago, on June 26, 2015, the Supreme Court decided in favor of same-sex marriage, prompting celebration in the streets. Zach Gibson/The New York Times



By Adam Liptak



Jun 25, 2025 at 10:15 PM

Times Insider explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.

A little after 10 a.m. on June 26, 2015, Justice Anthony M. Kennedy started summarizing his majority opinion in Obergefell v. Hodges from the Supreme Court bench. Six and a half minutes later, after reviewing the details of the case and reflecting on history, culture and politics, he announced the court's ruling.

"The court now holds that same-sex couples may exercise the fundamental right to marry in all states," Justice Kennedy said. "No longer may this liberty be denied to them."

I was downstairs, in the court's press room. As soon as the justice began talking, court personnel handed out copies of the 98-page decision, which included five opinions. Reporters rushed to their cubicles to skim it.

Just three years before, initial reports from CNN and Fox News mistakenly said that the Supreme Court had struck down the heart of the Affordable Care Act. In the marriage case, I wanted to be fast -- but I definitely wanted to be right.

I had covered the court for The New York Times since 2008, collaborating with a series of superb editors. That year, I was working closely with Jill Agostino, an unflappable colleague in the paper's Washington bureau. We spent weeks preparing draft articles anticipating various outcomes. I asked her not long ago what she remembered about that morning.

"You called me directly when you got the decision, and you had read through enough of it in a hurry, but of course we were both so terrified of making a mistake," she wrote in an email. "We wanted to be quick, but not too quick. You said, '5-to-4 upholding ... ' and then you paused, and then you said: 'Yes, upholding same-sex marriage. Go ahead and send it.'"

The Times's news alert went out at 10:04 a.m. It said: "In a long-sought victory for the gay rights movement, the Supreme Court ruled on Friday that the Constitution guarantees a nationwide right to same-sex marriage. The decision, the culmination of decades of litigation and activism, came against the backdrop of fast-moving changes in public opinion, with polls indicating that most Americans now approve of same-sex marriage."

A joyful crowd on the Supreme Court plaza cheered as the news arrived. Inside the courtroom, as Justice Kennedy continued to speak, my colleague Julie Davis reported that several lawyers seated in the bar section of the court's gallery wiped away tears, while others grinned and embraced.

I was in the press room, adding quotations, context, analysis and a sense of the vast consequences of the decision. My article, revised and refined throughout the day, was published on the front page of the next day's paper, under a banner headline made up of two words from Justice Kennedy's opinion: "Equal Dignity."

After Justice Kennedy finished, having spoken for nine minutes, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. summarized his dissent from the bench, a rare move reserved for profound disagreement. Indeed, it remains his only oral dissent in his two decades on the court.

"The people of a state are free to expand marriage to include same-sex couples or to retain the historic definition," he said.

John Lewis (left) and Stuart Gaffney celebrating on June 26, 2015. Preston Gannaway for The New York Times


That approach -- leaving questions of great moment to the political process -- anticipated the court's reasoning in the 2022 decision overturning the constitutional right to abortion and this month's ruling upholding a ban on transition care for transgender youth.

The Obergefell decision, now a decade old, may represent the high-water mark for the constitutional rights of L.G.B.T.Q. people. Justice Kennedy retired in 2018. Two other members of the majority are no longer on the court.

But three of the dissenters are. They include Justice Clarence Thomas and Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., who have continued to question Obergefell.

Earlier this month, the Southern Baptist Convention voted overwhelmingly to call for the overturning of the ruling, saying that the successful effort to overrule Roe v. Wade could serve as a game plan.

The current term, which will end in the coming days, will be my last as a Supreme Court beat reporter. After 17 years on the job, I'm moving to a different role at The Times, covering the law more broadly while continuing to write Sidebar, my column on legal affairs.

Should the Supreme Court decide to reconsider Obergefell, it will fall to another reporter to get the news out -- fast.
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Quote of the Day: Online and IRL, the President Offers the World a Picture Window Into His Psyche

Jun 26, 2025 at 05:01 AM

"With Nixon, you had to wait for the White House tapes to come out to hear what he was really thinking."

GARY J. BASS, a professor of politics at Princeton University and the author of a book on Richard Nixon, about President Trump's willingness to share his thoughts on any given topic at nearly any time.
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7 Tips for Managing Extreme Heat

Essential advice to get you through a heat wave.

 Justin J Wee for The New York Times



By Simar Bajaj



Jun 24, 2025 at 10:01 AM

A dangerous heat wave is blanketing much of the central and eastern United States this week, sending temperatures into the triple digits and affecting nearly a hundred million Americans.

While many people have heard about the risk of heat stroke, experts say that extreme heat can affect almost every part of your body. Here's what to know, and how to stay safe.

1. Watch Out for Brain Fog

Heat can slow down the brain, reducing reaction time, attention and memory, said Dr. Neha Raukar, an emergency medicine physician at the Mayo Clinic. That can mean performing worse on tests as well as having trouble concentrating and being productive at work. The heat can even make people more irritable and aggressive; researchers have observed that more road rage incidents and violent crimes occur when temperatures rise.

While the reasons are not entirely clear, experts believe that your brain might be more focused on staying cool than thinking clearly.

2. Make a Plan to Stay Cool

Beating the heat can be an all-day challenge. If you don't have air-conditioning, it's smart to take steps like closing the shades, immersing your feet in cold water and wrapping a damp towel with crushed ice around your neck, said Kristie Ebi, a climate epidemiologist at the University of Washington. Fans can also be helpful, but make sure you leave your windows open so that you don't turn your house into a convection oven, she added.

If you need to go outside, consider carrying an umbrella, a water bottle with ice and a spray bottle, which you can use to spritz your skin with water.

Taking regular breaks indoors can also help prevent heat-related illnesses, so Dr. Raukar recommends finding cool-down spots nearby such as malls, museums, libraries, and coffee shops.

3. Keep Children and Seniors Safe

Older adults are especially vulnerable to extreme heat because aging and conditions like cardiovascular disease and diabetes affect people's ability to regulate temperature.

The heat can make these conditions worse. According to studies in The Lancet Planetary Health, heat has been associated with an increased risk of cardiac arrests, heart attacks and strokes, as well as decreased kidney function.

Children are at high risk because they tend to overheat quickly and have a harder time cooling down, Dr. Ebi said.

4. Find Out if Your Medications Increase Your Risk

Millions of people take medications that make them more vulnerable to the effects of extreme heat. Drugs for common conditions -- including allergies, high blood pressure, kidney disease, hypothyroidism and various mental illnesses -- can impair the body's ability to cool down.

Some medications, like diuretics and certain antidepressants, can repress your thirst and cause more frequent urination and sweating. Other drugs, like Benadryl and stimulants, can make you sweat less and cause the brain to raise body temperature.

But you shouldn't skip doses of your prescription medication without first talking to your doctor, Dr. Raukar said. Instead, she recommends taking more precautions to stay cool.

5. Eat Your Water

Water, milk and coconut water are some the best options to stay hydrated. But your body gets about 20 percent of its water from food.

Raw fruits and vegetables, including cucumbers, lettuce, celery, tomatoes, strawberries and melons, are among the most hydrating foods. And since experts suggest avoiding your stove and oven during heat waves, making salads, cold soups and other no-cook recipes can help you eat your water.

Just make sure to avoid alcohol and limit coffee because they are both dehydrating, Dr. Raukar said.

6. Adjust Your Exercise Routine

Exercising during a heat wave can be dangerous. Humidity can make it especially hard to regulate body temperature because sweat won't evaporate off your skin and cool you down as easily. Dry heat, meanwhile, can quickly dehydrate you, slowing down sweat production.

Experts say that you don't need to do all your workouts indoors. But you should hydrate before you step outside; wear breathable, light-colored clothing; and find shady areas to exercise. "Listen to your body," Dr. Raukar said, because extreme heat can cause your muscles to cramp and even break down.

Also, think about the time of day you're working out: While the early morning can be the best time for dry heat, it can be the worst time to exercise when it's humid.

7. Cool Down Before You Lie Down

Temperature is one of the most important factors for getting a good night's rest, and experts recommend keeping your bedroom at 65 to 68 degrees Fahrenheit. Extreme heat can make it harder to fall asleep and even stay asleep, leaving you groggy in the morning.

While air-conditioners and fans can certainly help, you can also stay cool by taking a cold shower, spraying your sheets with cold water or putting your pillow case in the freezer before bed. 
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Corrections: June 26, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, June 26, 2025.

Jun 26, 2025 at 05:00 AM

INTERNATIONAL

An article on Wednesday about South Korea's concerns that China could use its large steel cages and a former oil drilling rig in the Yellow Sea to expand its military influence misspelled the name of one of the steel cages. It is the Shen Lan 2, not the Shan Lan 2.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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