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        Scott Clement, Lenny Bronner

        A Pew study of the 2024 election also found that higher turnout probably would not have helped Harris win.
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        Ruling says Medicaid patients cannot sue to get non-abortion health care from Planned Parenthood if states have cut off government funding for those clinics.
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        Pete Hegsth and Gen. Dan Caine touted the U.S. attack on a covert nuclear facility but largely sidestepped questions about the fate of Iran's uranium stockpile.

      

      
        House GOP holdouts threaten revolt over Trump and Senate's tax bill
        Jacob Bogage, Marianna Sotomayor, Theodoric Meyer

        The Senate has overhauled President Donald Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill, sparking serious concerns over federal spending and social programs in the House.

      

      
        How Zohran Mamdani used social media to build a movement
        Dylan Wells, Tatum Hunter

        The Democratic New York mayoral primary winner departed from the standard Democratic playbook to engage directly with opponents and spotlight leftist policies.

      

      
        GOP quickly seeks to make Zohran Mamdani the face of the Democratic Party
        Naftali Bendavid

        Republican leaders hope the ascent of the NYC mayoral candidate, a democratic socialist, will help them paint the Democrats as a far-left party.
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        Annabelle Timsit, Patrick Svitek, Ellen Francis, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Cate Brown
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        Michael Birnbaum, Natalie Allison, Ellen Francis
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        How Mamdani stunned in New York City's mayoral primary, mapped
        Eric Lau, Lenny Bronner

        Ranked-choice voting results in New York City's Democratic primary for mayor will be released next week. Zohran Mamdani led the first-round ballots.

      

      
        Mamdani's stunning rise gives Democrats a playbook -- and creates some perils
        Toluse Olorunnipa

        The swift ascendance of a 33-year-old democratic socialist in the race for New York mayor has sparked a fierce debate over the future of the Democratic Party.
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Trump shook Democrats' hold on non-White voters in 2024, report finds
A Pew study of the 2024 election also found that higher turnout probably would not have helped Harris win.
By Scott Clement, Lenny Bronner | 2025-06-26

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks after being declared the winner during an election night watch party at the Palm Beach County Convention Center in West Palm Beach, Florida, in the early hours of Nov. 6, 2024. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


President Donald Trump's victory last year was fueled by gains among Hispanic, Asian, Black, and young voters, eroding key pillars of the Democratic Party's coalition, according to an in-depth study of the 2024 election released Thursday.
The Pew Research Center's validated voter survey found Trump had a turnout tailwind, retaining more of his 2020 supporters while also winning new and returning voters.
Pew surveyed a random sample of nearly 9,000 adult U.S. citizens, matching respondents to official voter registration records to determine whether they voted. The findings confirm many patterns seen in exit polls and other data sources while revealing new details about turnout and the makeup of each party's voters.
The survey found Trump won White voters by 55 percent to 43 percent over Democrat Kamala Harris, identical to his 2020 margin over Joe Biden and similar to his 2016 margin over Hillary Clinton.
But nearly half of Hispanic voters supported Trump last year (48 percent), up from 36 percent in 2020 and 28 percent in 2016. Network exit polls found Trump winning a similar 46 percent of Hispanic voters last year, the highest support for a Republican candidate in exit polling since at least 1980.
Trump's support among Asian voters grew from 30 percent in 2020 to 40 percent last year, according to the Pew survey. His support among Black voters grew from 8 percent to 15 percent, including an increase of 12 percent to 21 percent among Black men. While low in absolute terms, Trump's support among Black voters is the highest for a Republican in decades, according to exit polls.
While Trump has long appealed strongly to White voters without college degrees, his 2024 support among Hispanic and Black voters increased among college graduates as well as those with some college or less education.
Pew noted that Trump's gains among these groups "were largely the result of differences in which voters turned out in the 2020 and 2024 elections," with a relatively small share of voters switching which party's candidate they supported.
Younger voters have consistently favored Democrats over the past two decades, but Trump made headway among this group as well. He won 39 percent of voters under age 30, up from 35 percent in 2020 and 28 percent in 2016. Trump made similar gains among voters ages 30 to 49 and 50 to 64, while maintaining a slight edge with seniors, but not improving on his previous margins.
Harris's loss in November reignited a familiar debate among Democrats: Was their defeat primarily driven by shortcomings in voter persuasion or voter turnout? This question, and the lessons that are drawn from it, speak to whether the party needs to change its stances to appeal to more voters or prioritize motivating its base in future elections.

Vice President Kamala Harris walks onstage to speak on day 4 of the Democratic National Convention at the United Center on Aug. 22, 2024, in Chicago. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


While Pew's latest report doesn't provide a definitive answer, it offers some compelling insights. At first glance, the data points to turnout as Harris's main challenge. Trump managed to retain 85 percent of his 2020 voters, with just 11 percent opting out of voting and only 3 percent switching to Harris. In contrast, a smaller 79 percent of Biden's 2020 voters turned out and voted for Harris, while 15 percent did not vote and 5 percent crossed over to Trump.
But a closer look complicates the picture. Each election has a significant amount of churn, and Harris suffered from many Biden voters staying home. But an analysis of the Pew data by The Washington Post suggests that she gained most of those votes back from people who turned out in 2024 after not voting in 2020 or who were too young to vote then. Moreover, the 5 percent of Biden voters who switched to Trump had an outsize impact. Each of these roughly 4 million voters not only subtracted from Harris' total but added to Trump's, effectively counting twice on the margin.
"The distinction between turnout and persuasion is blurry," Pew Senior Survey Adviser Scott Keeter wrote in an email. The turnout drop-off among Biden voters "seems like a turnout problem, but we know that a lot of those Biden drop-offs were people who did not favor Harris (based on our interviews with nonvoters). Those were effectively switchers who just didn't make the journey all the way to Trump."
In addition to shedding fewer 2020 supporters, Trump won people who didn't vote in 2020 but turned out in 2024 by 54 percent to 42 percent over Harris. Keeter wrote that many polls find "a shift in the Republican direction across the electorate between 2020 and 2024. So, the pool of people who did not vote in 2020 had probably become less Democratic-leaning than it was in 2020."
Indeed, higher turnout probably would not have helped Harris. Pew's data shows that among those who didn't vote in 2024, Trump held a slight edge: 44 percent to Harris's 40 percent. In other words, boosting turnout could have slightly worsened her position. In Pew's model simulating full turnout, Trump's margin would have remained essentially unchanged.
Taken together, these findings suggest that the story of Harris's loss isn't simply about turnout or persuasion -- it's about both. She faced a meaningful defection from the Democratic base that was partially masked by gains from new voters, and she struggled to inspire the kind of enthusiasm needed to keep marginal supporters engaged. For Democrats, the lesson may not lie in choosing between persuasion and turnout, but in recognizing that electoral success demands strength on both fronts.
The 2024 Pew Research Center survey was conducted Nov. 12-16 among 8,942 U.S. citizens 18 years or older, including 7,100 validated voters. All respondents are members of the Center's American Trends Panel, an ongoing survey panel recruited through random sampling of U.S. households. The margin of sampling error for results among all validated voters is plus or minus 1.5 percentage points and is larger for subgroups.
Emily Guskin contributed to this report.
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Live updates: Trump pushes for passage of his massive tax and immigration bill
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term in the White House and the Republican-led Congress.
By Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Maeve Reston, Evan Halper, Hannah Natanson, Alex Horton, Victoria Bisset, Will Oremus, Andrew deGrandpre, Jacob Bogage, David   Stern, Niha Masih, Kate Brady, Aaron Wiener, Stephanie Armour, Matthew Choi, Dan Merica, Marianna Sotomayor, Theodoric Meyer, Emily Davies, Dan Lamothe, Naftali Bendavid, Michael Birnbaum, Natalie Allison, Ellen Francis | 2025-06-26
President Donald Trump plans to hold an event Thursday at the White House to make the case for his massive tax and immigration package as the Senate eyes a vote in the coming days. A handful of Republican senators remain wary of portions of the bill, while changes made in the Senate could imperil passage in the House, which approved its version of the One Big Beautiful Bill last month. Trump is pressing Congress to get a final version of the legislation to his desk by July 4. Democrats have been highly critical of the bill, which would extend trillions of dollars in tax cuts, spend hundreds of billions on immigration enforcement and cuts pending on social programs. Meanwhile, the U.S. attack on a covert nuclear facility in Iran was the culmination of years of planning and specialized weapon development, Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told reporters Thursday at a Pentagon briefing with Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/06/26/trump-presidency-news/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Supreme Court allows states to cut off Medicaid funding for Planned Parenthood 
Ruling says Medicaid patients cannot sue to get non-abortion health care from Planned Parenthood if states have cut off government funding for those clinics.
By Ann Marimow | 2025-06-26

Planned Parenthood President Alexis McGill Johnson, center, attorney Nicole Saharsky, left, and attorney Jen Sandman cross the Supreme Court plaza to speak to reporters following oral argument in April over whether Medicaid must pay for visits to abortion providers for care not related to abortion. (Allison Bailey/NurPhoto/AP)


A divided Supreme Court on Thursday ruled against Planned Parenthood, saying Medicaid patients do not have a right to sue to obtain non-abortion health care from the organization's medical providers.
The decision allows South Carolina to cut off Medicaid funding for Planned Parenthood. It also has implications for patients in other states at a time when Republicans in Congress and the Trump administration are separately trying to defund even non-abortion health care offered by the nation's largest abortion provider.
The 6-3 ruling, with all three liberal justices dissenting, reversed a lower court decision that had allowed Planned Parenthood South Atlantic and a patient to seek to reinstate the group's clinics as qualified health care providers after South Carolina cut off all Medicaid funding for the organization because it offers abortion services.
The decision means patients who rely on Medicaid will not be able to use the government insurance program for the poor to get services at the Planned Parenthood clinics in South Carolina.
Federal law already prevents states from using Medicaid funds to cover abortions in most cases, but this case -- Medina v. Planned Parenthood South Atlantic -- involves other types of reproductive health care, such as birth control and cancer screenings.
In 2018, South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster (R) issued an order directing all state agencies to stop providing public funds to any physician or professional medical practice affiliated with an abortion clinic. The state had paid for non-abortion health care at Planned Parenthood for decades through the joint state and federal Medicaid program, which supports low-income people.
In a statement Thursday, McMaster said he had taken "a stand to protect the sanctity of life and defend South Carolina's authority and values -- and today, we are finally victorious."
The long-running Supreme Court case was brought by Julie Edwards, a patient at Planned Parenthood's Columbia location who said her plans to obtain gynecologic and reproductive care at the clinic were disrupted when funding was terminated.
Alexis McGill Johnson, president of Planned Parenthood Federation of America, said the ruling "sided with politicians who believe they know better than you, who want to block you from seeing your trusted health care provider and making your own health care decisions."
"And the consequences are not theoretical in South Carolina or other states with hostile legislatures," her statement said.
At issue for the justices was whether a provision of the federal Medicaid Act allows individual Medicaid patients to sue to obtain care from their provider of choice. The federal statute says a state that participates in Medicaid must ensure that "any individual" insured through Medicaid "may obtain" care from any qualified and willing provider.

Antiabortion demonstrators celebrate after learning that the U.S. Supreme Court paves way for states to defund Planned Parenthood on Thursday at U.S. Supreme Court in Washington. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Several justices during oral argument seemed eager to provide clarity to help lower courts determine when a statute simply confers a benefit to an individual and when it goes further, empowering those individuals to sue to enforce that benefit or right. The Supreme Court has typically set a high bar for allowing lawsuits against the government, seeking to shield public officials from liability.
Writing for the majority, Justice Neil M. Gorsuch said the question of whether individuals can sue to enforce certain rights "poses delicate questions of public policy" and that, in this case, Congress had not authorized individuals to sue over benefits.
"New rights for some mean new duties for others. And private enforcement actions, meritorious or not, can force governments to direct money away from public services and spend it instead on litigation," wrote Gorsuch, joined by Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Justices Clarence Thomas, Samuel A. Alito Jr., Brett M. Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett.
"The job of resolving how best to weigh those competing costs and benefits belongs to the people's elected representatives, not unelected judges charged with applying the law as they find it."
The court's three liberal justices disagreed. They took issue with the majority's interpretation of the statute and said Congress intended to allow Medicaid recipients to choose their own providers.
The decision is "likely to result in tangible harm to real people," wrote Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, joined by Justices Elena Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor. "It will strip those South Carolinians -- and countless other Medicaid recipients around the country -- of a deeply personal freedom: the 'ability to decide who treats us at our most vulnerable.'"
A district court judge had sided with Edwards and Planned Parenthood, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit affirmed that decision, saying South Carolina had impinged on the rights of Medicaid patients by terminating Planned Parenthood as a qualified provider.
"We refuse to nullify Congress's undeniable desire to extend a choice of medical providers to the less fortunate among us, individuals who experience the same medical problems as the more fortunate in society but who lack under their own means the same freedom to choose their health care provider," wrote Judge J. Harvie Wilkinson III of the 4th Circuit. "In the Medicaid Act, Congress attempted a modest corrective to this imbalance."
Wilkinson, a nominee of President Ronald Reagan, was joined by Judge James A. Wynn Jr., a nominee of President Barack Obama.
The administration, which backed South Carolina's position in court, is separately withholding Title X funding from nine Planned Parenthood affiliates with clinics across 20 states that receive money through the federal family-planning program.
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Pentagon details Iran bombing amid questions about scope of damage
Pete Hegsth and Gen. Dan Caine touted the U.S. attack on a covert nuclear facility but largely sidestepped questions about the fate of Iran's uranium stockpile.
By Dan Lamothe, Alex Horton | 2025-06-26

Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Dan Caine speaks during a Thursday news conference at the Pentagon. He was joined by Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, at left (Kevin Wolf/AP)


The Pentagon's top officials on Thursday revealed new details about the U.S. bombing of Iran's nuclear facilities and the subsequent defense of a U.S. military installation in Qatar that faced a retaliatory attack, describing both as intricate operations with little margin for error while largely sidestepping lingering questions about the fate of Tehran's uranium stockpile.
Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told reporters that Sunday's aerial raid on Iran -- Operation Midnight Hammer -- was the culmination of a secret project that traces to 2009 and a small team within the Pentagon's Defense Threat Reduction Agencypeople involved, he said, spent the ensuing years studying how Tehran was building an underground lair to enrich uranium -- and how the U.S. military might dismantle it should Iran attain the ability to weaponize it.
"You do not build a multilayered underground bunker complex with centrifuges and other equipment in a mountain for any peaceful purpose," Caine said.
Their 15 years of work was revealed this past weekend when six B-2 stealth bombers, under cover of darkness, each dropped two 30,000-pound bunker-busting rounds on the Fordow nuclear enrichment facility. The first bomb "forcibly removed" a concrete cap that Iranian officials had emplaced in an attempt to shield the complex from an attack, with the next 11 falling precisely down mountaintop vents inside to maximize destruction, Caine said. A seventh B-2 carrying two additional bombs flew with the other six in case it was needed, and later dropped them on Iran's Natanz nuclear facility before returning home to Missouri with the other aircraft that participated.
Caine said the military does not "grade our own homework," leaving the damage assessments for the U.S. intelligence community to complete. But the bombs used -- known formally as the Massive Ordnance Penetrator, or Guided Bomb Unit 57 -- were built specifically for the mission, released according to plan, hit their intended targets, and exploded as intended, the general said.
"We know that the trailing jets saw the first weapons function and the pilots stated, quote, 'This was the brightest explosion that I've ever seen. It literally looked like daylight,'" Caine added.
These and other details were revealed Thursday as President Donald Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth continued to voice outrage at the disclosure of a classified early assessment of the bombing, a document produced by the Pentagon's Defense Intelligence Agency that suggested the attack may have set back the Iranian nuclear program by months, rather than years. Trump and Hegseth have said the strike "obliterated" Tehran's nuclear development capacity, but Caine has been more selective in his language pending a complete analysis by the U.S. intelligence community.
The media coverage of the intelligence report -- labeled "low-confidence" in nature and reported as such by numerous news outlets -- prompted Trump to direct Thursday's Pentagon news conference to -- as he put it on social media -- "fight for the Dignity of our Great American Pilots," officials familiar with the discussion said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the issue's sensitivity.
Hegseth opened the news conference by attacking the news media for covering the initial intelligence assessment, suggesting reporters had been "hunting for scandals" to make Trump look bad. The preliminary assessment, he alleged, had been "leaked because someone had an agenda to try to muddy the waters and make it look like this historic strike wasn't successful."
As Hegseth, a former Fox News personality, repeatedly and bitterly criticized the assembled journalists, he sought to bolster the claims that he and Trump have made about the damage caused by Sunday's strikes. He and Caine were addressing the news media, Hegseth said, to "clarify what these weapons are capable of," adding that "anyone with ... two eyes, some ears and a brain [would] recognize the kind of firepower" that was employed would have a "devastating effect."
Hegseth, asked how he could feel confident of that just a few days after the strike, cited the "skill of the men and women and the capabilities of the systems they employed, and the recognition so far that it was a highly successful mission."
The performance appeared to appease the president, who posted on social media shortly after it was complete: "One of the greatest, most professional, and most 'confirming' News Conferences I have ever seen!"
But Hegseth's tone and delivery disappointed some in the Defense Department, given its nonpartisan mission. "Thin skin," said one senior defense official, speaking like some others on condition of anonymity to avoid retaliation. "Not a good look."
Caine, as a military officer, sought to avoid partisan issues during the briefing. But he did face difficult questions, including whether he had been asked by Trump or Hegseth to provide a "more rosy intelligence assessment" of the strike.
"No, I have not, and no, I would not," Caine responded, adding that his job is to provide options to the president and other senior leaders, and then execute orders they issue.
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House GOP holdouts threaten revolt over Trump and Senate's tax bill
The Senate has overhauled President Donald Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill, sparking serious concerns over federal spending and social programs in the House.
By Jacob Bogage, Marianna Sotomayor, Theodoric Meyer | 2025-06-26

House Speaker Mike Johnson huddles with members of the House Freedom Caucus during a vote in January. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


As Senate Republicans eye the finish line on President Donald Trump's massive tax and immigration proposal, there may be one more obstacle standing in the way of what they hope to be era-defining legislation: their GOP colleagues in the House.
The Senate has transformed a slew of key provisions from the House-passed version of Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill Act, a measure that would extend trillions of dollars in tax cuts, spend hundreds of billions on immigration enforcement and defense and cut spending on social benefit and anti-poverty programs.
Now to many House Republicans, the legislation looks unrecognizable -- and no longer adheres to hard-fought compromises lawmakers in the lower chamber secured just a month ago.
Overnight Wednesday, that task got harder. The GOP may not include many of its initial proposals to jettison immigrants from Medicaid, the Senate parliamentarian ruled, blowing a nearly $250 billion hole into the bill's budget math.
The Senate hoped to include deeper funding cuts to Medicaid than the House bill would make, including a provision that some lawmakers fear would threaten rural hospitals in their states. But the parliamentarian said that and other measures violate rules surrounding budget reconciliation, the process Republicans are using to bypass a Democratic Senate filibuster.
Other Senate proposals are more costly than what the House approved. The upper chamber would preserve, for now, some Biden-era clean energy credits the House sought to eliminate immediately. And House and Senate Republicans are still negotiating a compromise over raising the limit on how much taxpayers can deduct in state and local taxes -- a crucial issue for a handful of House Republicans in high-tax states who have threatened to vote against the bill if they don't get their way.
House budget hard-liners nearly tanked the legislation in May over concerns it added too much to the national debt; the Senate's bill is likely dramatically more expensive.
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) is rushing his chamber into a vote on the measure by the end of the week, trying to beat a self-imposed Independence Day deadline to have the bill on Trump's desk.
Senate Republicans are trying to draft a bill that the House can pass and send to Trump's desk without further changes. Thune spoke with House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) several times Wednesday to talk through "various aspects of the Senate bill and what the prospects are when it gets to the House," Thune said on "The Hugh Hewitt Show."
But at least for now, lawmakers in the lower chamber don't appear ready to pass the bill the Senate is drafting.
"Our red line hasn't changed," Rep. Andy Harris (R-Maryland), chair of the archconservative House Freedom Caucus, told The Washington Post. "It has to conform to the House framework, and it doesn't."
Rep. Ralph Norman (R-South Carolina), a leading deficit hawk on the powerful Rules Committee, called the Senate's proposal "a nonstarter."
"We're not going to get jammed on this. We're just not. There's no reasonable argument of budging off what we sent over there," he said. "I had a hard time with that because we could do so much more. But this is our moment. If we fail to seize it, it's on us."
But those holdouts have been through this saga before -- and folded.
The budget reconciliation process requires both chambers to approve a budget resolution with broad policy outlines for the bill, then to pass the legislation itself.
Would-be GOP rebels voiced similar concerns when the House took up a budget resolution in February, then again in April on an amended budget and finally in May on the tax legislation itself. Each time, they ultimately voted for the measure despite initial protests.
"They got half-pregnant on the first budget resolution, then they got three-quarters pregnant when they voted for this, and they're about to get fully pregnant. The whole time, they've been pregnant," said Rep. Thomas Massie (Kentucky), the only House Republican who has voted against all three pieces of legislation. "They're going to vote for whatever's put in front of them, and that's always been the case."
The biggest hurdle for the House may be the legislation's price tag. The Congressional Budget Office found the House-passed legislation would add $3.3 trillion to the national debt over 10 years, when factoring in interest costs and effects on the wider economy.
The Senate's version could add far more. The upper chamber's tax provisions are hundreds of billions of dollars more expensive, according to the Joint Committee on Taxation, and several proposals lawmakers had hoped to use to cut spending and trim the overall cost have been ruled out of order by the Senate's parliamentarian, who can approve or reject provisions because of the budget reconciliation process.
To offset the tax cuts, the House version would rapidly wind down clean energy credits from former president Joe Biden's 2022 Inflation Reduction Act. The Senate would temporarily preserve those programs, including incentives for hydropower, nuclear and geothermal energy firms for nearly a decade.
A band of blue state Republicans in the House struck a deal with Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) to raise the cap on the state and local tax deduction, or SALT. That allows itemizing filers to write off what they paid in local taxes from their federal tax return.
The House would raise the cap to $40,000 for taxpayers earning no more than $500,000. The Senate did away with the deal entirely, leaving the deduction untouched at $10,000 -- an amount set by Republicans in 2017 to reduce the cost of Trump's Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.
House Republican moderates often cave and vote for bills they initially wavered on, in an effort to project party unity. Many voted for the House version, despite concerns over the Medicaid provisions and repealing the clean energy tax credits. At the time, the moderates hoped the Senate would soften the House version.
Instead, particularly on Medicaid, the Senate is expected to go further in its reductions -- making their bill less palatable for a group that argues they helped win the GOP House majority.
The Senate would limit taxes that states charge medical providers as a roundabout way of collecting more federal Medicaid dollars. That has some lawmakers particularly concerned about rural hospitals, which rely heavily on Medicaid patients.
A group of 16 House Republicans from blue states or swing districts wrote to Thune and Johnson on Tuesday to say the Senate's proposal "undermines" the House's approach and treated different states "unfairly."
"These changes would place additional burdens on hospitals already stretched thin by legal and moral obligations to provide care," the group wrote.
A handful of Republican senators have sounded similar alarms. Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) is pushing to include a $100 billion fund in the bill to soften the impact of Medicaid cuts on rural hospitals -- but she said even that might not be enough.
"The Senate cuts in Medicaid are far deeper than the House cuts, and I think that's problematic as well," Collins told reporters Wednesday.
Other Senate Republicans brushed aside House Republicans' complaints about the changes. Sen. Roger Marshall (R-Kansas), who served two terms in the House before his election to the Senate, said he was skeptical House lawmakers would reject a bill that extended tax cuts and increased defense and border spending, among other GOP priorities.
"There are so many great things in this bill, I think it's going to be hard for the House to vote against it," Marshall told reporters. "You're not going to get everything you want."
Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) has invoked Trump's role in negotiating the House bill to argue against Medicaid cuts that could hurt rural hospitals -- and spoil delicate negotiations with the House.
"I don't think this is the time to play a game of chicken," he said.
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How Zohran Mamdani used social media to build a movement 
The Democratic New York mayoral primary winner departed from the standard Democratic playbook to engage directly with opponents and spotlight leftist policies.
By Dylan Wells, Tatum Hunter | 2025-06-26

Democratic mayoral candidate and New York State Assembly member Zohran Mamdani arrives at WNBC's 30 Rockefeller Center studios to participate in a Democratic mayoral primary debate on June 4 in New York. (Yuki Iwamura/AP)


Zohran Mamdani, 33, explained his reasons for running for New York mayor while jogging in a marathon. He promoted his plan to freeze rent by leaping into the frigid ocean in a suit and tie.
In a Valentine's Day post, he sang a parody of "Can You Feel the Love Tonight" and carried red heart-shaped balloons through the streets of the city. He coined the term "Halalflation" while discussing rising food costs from inside a food cart, and later explained ranked-choice voting in Urdu using cups of lassi as props.
By mid-June, Mamdani so dominated social media that a viral X post with more than 17 million views proclaimed, "you can just tweet 'Zohran Mamdani' and immediately get 1000 likes."
Throughout his campaign, democratic socialist Mamdani used social media to grab attention, departing from the standard Democrat playbook to engage directly with opponents and spotlight leftist policies.
The strategy continued on Election Day Tuesday, when he answered questions from New York City-based influencers and appeared in a video shared by the Gen Z favorite Pop Crave -- before finally heading to a victory party featuring young and well-known guests, including Ella Emhoff,  stepdaughter of former vice president Kamala Harris, and short-lived Democratic National Committee vice chair David Hogg.
Mamdani's underdog campaign, which pulled off an upset victory over former governor Andrew M. Cuomo, was powered by trending videos and collaborations with creators across the political spectrum. His digital presence felt savvy and authentic, Democratic strategists and voters say, with a message that resonated with young New Yorkers and blue voters tired of milquetoast platforms and personas.
National Democrats eager for an edge in the internet era are taking cues from Mamdani as they approach the midterm elections. His internet-fluent posting set him apart from competitors including Cuomo, whose $25 million campaign invested in TV ads and mailers while maintaining a relatively buttoned-up presence on social media.

New York City mayoral candidate and Democratic State Assembly member Zohran Mamdani campaigns in New York City on April 16. (Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images)


While Mamdani was active on social media even before announcing his candidacy late last year, it was the last leg of the mayoral race that saw his online popularity explode. His Instagram engagement rate was 14 times that of Cuomo during June, and across social media during the same period, conversations about him outnumbered mentions of Cuomo more than 30-to-1, according to analytics company Sprout Social.
"Historically, mayoral elections have been contested on the airwaves and mailboxes, in all kinds of paid media," Mamdani said in an interview with The Washington Post before the election. "We chose from the very beginning to not only espouse the politics that speaks directly to New Yorkers' lives, but also to communicate that politics directly to New Yorkers."
People on the right, meanwhile, largely scorned Mamdani for his unapologetic embrace of the left-leaning policies he has touted in his social media appearances.
"His ideas are utterly destructive, but his presentation is compelling," wrote conservative activist Christopher Rufo in a Tuesday post on X. "He was even able to make 'city-owned grocery stores' -- an idea plucked straight from the histories of Third World communism -- into a meme."
Mamdani's strategy predates his decision to run for mayor. Debbie Saslaw and Anthony DiMieri, co-founders and executive producers of Melted Solids, the firm behind many of the campaign's viral videos, said Mamdani's walk-and-talk, direct-to-camera approach was established during his 2022 campaign for the New York State Assembly, and the creative roots of his issue-based explainer videos trace to his "Fix the MTA" online campaign.
At the time, they said, Mamdani had to stand on the corner in the Bronx asking more than a dozen commuters to let him ride the bus with them for the video before getting one to agree -- a stark contrast to his well-documented walk across the entire distance of Manhattan last weekend where he was constantly stopped by supporters.

Zohran Mamdani reacts as he walks during a watch party for his primary election in New York City on June 25. (David Delgado/Reuters)


Last August, Melted Solids pitched Mamdani on a strategy: Build a large platform, then use it to tell the stories of regular New Yorkers. Some of the campaign's viral content, like diving into the freezing ocean, stemmed from the initial pitch deck, while others, like a pitch for Mamdani to race a city bus in an argument for faster transportation, are yet to be produced. From the start, they said, Mamdani believed that he could "win the internet."
In addition to his work for the Mamdani campaign, DiMieri directs the popular web series "SubwayTakes," in which guests sit on the MTA and share controversial, tongue-in-cheek opinions. The show's success proves that audiences respond to regular people in regular settings sharing unpolished opinions, and the campaign took cues. (Mamdani has appeared on the show twice, last summer to share the take that "Eric Adams is a terrible mayor" and this summer to share the take "I should be the mayor.")
In the campaign's first viral video in November, Mamdani conducted man-on-the-street style interviews in neighborhoods with large immigrant populations that moved toward voting for Trump. In preparation for the conversations, the campaign's communications director, Andrew Epstein, watched a video of Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) interviewing mall punks in the 1980s, according to DiMieri.
"At the time, I thought that was a little overkill. And now I think it was actually genius. That's kind of what set the tone and the foundation of how to approach media from a more listening perspective and empathetic perspective," DiMieri said, who argued that Democrats have "massively" failed at talking to people that disagree with them.
Throughout it all, they said, Mamdani himself has been central to the direction of the content. Mamdani's mother is the celebrated "Mississippi Masala" director Mira Nair, and before entering politics, he tried his hand at rap -- with old videos surfacing throughout the campaign. He has offered his own feedback and pitches, with plans often originating in a group chat between Mamdani, Epstein, the Melted Solids team and video director Donald Borenstein, who joined the effort in January and is responsible for much of the vertical direct-to-camera style content.
Borenstein, who also directed the campaign's videos in Urdu and Spanish, said the team looked to their backgrounds in documentary filmmaking and New York-based films with a handheld, intimate aesthetic for inspiration.
Their guiding principle was to always tie the content back to Mamdani's policy proposals, he said.
"We generally avoided explicitly referential stuff, except for when it made sense," Borenstein said. "We have fun in the videos sometimes, but we never want to make a joke of what's going on."
Mamdani's campaign frequently collaborated with outside influencers, reaching beyond audiences who typically follow primaries by appearing in content with creators who don't typically post about politics.
"In the final days of the campaign, I felt like many of the creators, influencers, media or entertainment figures that I know in New York suddenly had selfie pictures with him on their feeds," said Jordan Uhl, a digital strategist for progressive organization MoveOn. "What he created was this kind of political gravitational pull. Everyone wanted to be part of this."
Mamdani also appeared in new media and podcasts not sympathetic to his candidacy. For instance, after diverging from other Democrats in his stance on policing -- saying he'd get rid of the New York Police Department's overtime budget and avoid hiring more officers -- Mamdani went on a podcast hosted by two former NYPD officers who largely disagreed with his proposals.
"Hey, at least we had the opportunity to have him on," said one host after Mamdani's segment ended. "At least he speaks from a place of honesty."

Zohran Mamdani speaks during a Democratic mayoral primary debate, June 4, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, Pool)


The campaign also participated in interviews with social media channels seen by some political operatives as risky because they force candidates to banter beyond their talking points, like "Gaydar," a popular light-hearted vertical video show that quizzes guests to determine if they're "gay, straight or a homophobe."
Amelia Montooth, a content creator and the CEO of Mutuals Media, which produces the show, argued "people looking at 2026 and beyond need to have that kind of fearlessness."
Mamdani's interview -- in which he guessed that the acronym WLW, meaning "women loving women," stood for "win loss win" -- got more than 2.5 million views before the election. The host guessed Mamdani was straight, but "one of the good ones," and endorsed his campaign in the video. Other politicians are following suit, with Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D-Michigan) set to appear on an episode airing later this week.
Political strategists and social media experts alike caution that Mamdani's online magnetism was due in large part to his platform and personal charisma, which may make repeating his success a challenge for other Democrats. They also underscored his campaign's strong ground game -- in a cyclic fashion, the online content fed the in-person movement and vice versa.
Still, Democrats are looking to his approach for inspiration. The campaign's nontraditional media choices served as "authenticators of him as an agent of change," said David Axelrod, a Democratic political strategist.
"It wasn't just what he was saying -- although I think the affordability issue was enormously important -- it was how he said it, where he said it, the authenticity with which he said it that allowed him to overcome what in the past would have been traditional barriers that would have been impossible to penetrate," he added.
Politicians on the right have generally seen more success with new media as establishment Democrats lag behind, said Brenna Parker, a Democratic digital director who worked for Vice President Kamala Harris and Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg in the Biden administration.
"The internet is so dominated by the right that it's hard to break through, so if you can take risks and be creative and really allow your digital team to be thoughtful, the results pay off," Parker said
"Mamdani was in the 21st century and Cuomo was in the 19th century," summed up Mitchell L. Moss, a professor of urban policy at New York University who advised Mike Bloomberg during his 2001 mayoral campaign. "That's all there is to it."
Sarah Ellison contributed to this report.
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GOP quickly seeks to make Zohran Mamdani the face of the Democratic Party
Republican leaders hope the ascent of the NYC mayoral candidate, a democratic socialist, will help them paint the Democrats as a far-left party.
By Naftali Bendavid | 2025-06-26

Democratic mayoral candidate Zohran Mamdani appears onstage with his family including his wife, Rama Duwaji, right, at his primary election party on Wednesday. (Heather Khalifa/AP)


Republican leaders wasted little time over the past 24 hours seeking to make Zohran Mamdani the face of the Democratic Party, painting the leading New York mayoral candidate as a left-wing extremist and signaling that they would try to tie him to other Democratic candidates across the country.
Since President Donald Trump's election, Republicans have faced the burden of a polarizing and increasingly unpopular leader without having a bogeyman on the Democratic side they could point to in response. They hope Mamdani -- despite being a potential mayor rather than a national figure -- can help fill that role.
"The new face of the Democratic Party is an anti-ICE, anti-police, antisemitic socialist," said Rep. Richard Hudson (R-North Carolina), who heads the National Republican Congressional Committee, which oversees GOP House races. "It's a real problem for the Democratic Party, and a sign of where they are heading."
Hudson suggested that Republicans will press other Democratic candidates to take a position on Mamdani's policies. "They either need to come out against him or they need to own him. That is the choice they have to make," Hudson said. "They are trying to have it both ways now, and they have to be honest with the voters."
Mamdani -- poised to become New York mayor after an upset win in Tuesday's ranked-choice primary election -- is a democratic socialist who has embraced attention-grabbing ideas such as making city buses free and building city-run grocery stores. His campaign also has emphasized traditional bread-and-butter issues, such as making city life more affordable, improving public transit and making it easier to open a business.
Republicans have taken to calling Mamdani antisemitic, in part because he has declined to disavow such slogans as "globalize the intifada," which some Jews consider a call to violence. Mamdani, a critic of Israel and its war in Gaza, has condemned antisemitism, saying his message is about supporting Palestinian rights.
Democrats were equally quick to dismiss any efforts to tie Mamdani's identity or ideology to other Democratic candidates or to the party as a whole. He simply ran a skilled campaign in a left-leaning city, they said, and his primary win against former governor Andrew M. Cuomo hardly means other Democrats are socialists.
Republicans' efforts to make Mamdani a national target, Democrats said, smack of desperation more than effective strategy. The 2026 midterms, and probably the 2028 presidential race, will be about Trump's divisive policies, they said, and Republican strategists cannot change that no matter how hard they try.

Mayoral candidate Andrew M. Cuomo conceded to Mamdani on Tuesday night. (Yuki Iwamura/AP)


Former congressman Steve Israel (D-New York) derided the Republican efforts to make Mamdani a Democratic poster child. Mamdani's win actually illustrates the energy on the Democratic side, Israel said, and that can be combined with a pragmatic message to propel Democrats in November.
"Of course we all expect the Republicans will brand Democrats with Mamdani," said Israel, who formerly headed the House Democrats' campaign arm. "But there should be some measure of concern by them about the energy that Democrats have, not only in the primary in New York City, but in the 'No Kings' rallies across the country."
Viet Shelton, spokesperson for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, said GOP attacks on Mamdani are an effort to change the subject from Trump's unpopular spending bill, which Republicans have dubbed the One Big Beautiful Bill.
"The NRCC is desperate to change the subject from the Big, Ugly Bill, because they know their plans to strip health care and food assistance from everyday Americans to give tax cuts to the ultra-wealthy will cost them the House majority," Shelton said.
Still, there was evidence Wednesday that at least some Democrats, especially those from moderate districts, were seeking to preemptively distance themselves from Mamdani.
"Socialist Zohran Mamdani is too extreme to lead New York City," Rep. Laura Gillen (D-New York), who represents a swing district in Long Island, said in a statement. "His entire campaign has been built on unachievable promises and higher taxes, which is the last thing New York needs."
Rep. Tom Suozzi (New York), a moderate Democrat who won his district by 52-48 percent in the last election, struck a similar note.
"I had serious concerns about Assemblyman Mamdani before yesterday, and that is one of the reasons I endorsed his opponent," Suozzi wrote on X. "Those concerns remain." Suozzi, whose district encompasses parts of Queens and Long Island, endorsed Cuomo in the mayoral primary.
Parties often seek to mobilize their supporters by vilifying a leader on the other side. Democrats in recent years have targeted Trump, with mixed results, as well as figures such as former House speaker Paul D. Ryan (R-Wisconsin). Republicans, led by Trump, have gone after former president Joe Biden and former speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-California).
That can be much harder, however, when the opposition party is out of power and has few leaders of any real influence. Republicans in recent months have often focused on Biden, who has been out of office for five months, when seeking a Democratic target.
Now they hope taking aim at Mamdani can help them make the 2026 congressional elections not just a referendum on the president -- which often goes badly for the party in the White House -- but a choice between the two parties.
But despite New York's prominent place in the American landscape, Mamdani, as city mayor, would be a minor figure compared with Trump -- and his positions could mean little to voters in Wisconsin or Michigan. (Mamdani, while expected to win the mayor's primary race after all ballots are officially tabulated by next Tuesday, still faces a general election in November.)

Democratic mayoral candidate Zohran Mamdani speaks at his primary election party. (Heather Khalifa/AP)


Still, within hours of his upset victory Tuesday night, Republicans raced to define him. "Congratulations to the new leader of the Democratic Party," Vice President JD Vance wrote on Bluesky.
Trump adviser Stephen Miller seemed to suggest that Mamdani's win was a result of immigrants voting in New York City. "NYC is the clearest warning yet of what happens to a society when it fails to control migration," Miller posted.
Mike Marinella, spokesman for the National Republican Congressional Committee, was more direct.
"If you engineered the modern Democrat Party in a lab, you'd get Zohran Mamdani: Antisemitic, anti-police, and anti-American," Marinella said in a statement. "Every vulnerable House Democrat will own him, and every Democrat running in a primary will fear him."
Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, both New York Democrats, congratulated Mamdani on Wednesday morning, but they stopped short of endorsing him. Jeffries noted that Mamdani "ran a strong campaign that relentlessly focused on the economy and bringing down the high cost of living in New York City."
Other Democrats noted that in this year's other marquee primary races -- for gubernatorial nominations in Virginia and New Jersey -- it was centrist Democrats who prevailed. Both states, they added, are far more moderate and representative of the country.
Abigail Spanberger, who represented a swing district in the U.S. House and is now the Democratic nominee for governor in Virginia, blasted Democrats for using the word "socialism" in 2020. Rep. Mikie Sherrill, the Democratic gubernatorial nominee in New Jersey, declined to support Pelosi for speaker back in 2021.
Some moderate Democrats are worried by Mamdani's ascent, saying it will make the party's job harder.
"The Republican ad-makers and graphic designers are having a great morning," said Kate deGruyter, communications director for Third Way, a centrist Democratic group. "The Republican Party will work very hard to suggest that every Democrat is a socialist tied to extreme ideas. It's a playbook they have run before and know well, and they now have a lot of fresh new content."
She suggested that other Democrats should follow the lead of those who have already distanced themselves from Mamdani.
"Silence is not our friend," deGruyter said. "You're seeing Democrats already come out and making clear to voters where they have deep concerns and where they oppose the extremes of the far left."
Progressives, however, took a very different message from Mamdani's campaign, saying he provides a playbook for other Democrats: an energetic, youthful candidate who is comfortable on social media delivering an unapologetically progressive message about issues voters care about.
"Your dedication to an affordable, welcoming, and safe New York City where working families can have a shot has inspired people across the city," Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York), a strong backer of Mamdani, wrote in a congratulatory message. "Billionaires and lobbyists poured millions against you and our public finance system. And you won."
Some conservatives and Republicans took a darker tone Wednesday, going after Mamdani's Muslim religion rather than his positions.
Charlie Kirk, co-founder of the conservative group Turning Point USA, posted, "24 years ago a group of Muslims killed 2,753 people on 9/11. Now a Muslim Socialist is on pace to run New York City." On a podcast that posted Wednesday morning, Kirk called Mamdani an "anti-Western manifestation" of forces that want to destabilize the United States.
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia) posted an image of the Statue of Liberty clothed in a burqa with the message, "This hits hard."
Democrats said such messages are aimed at painting Mamdani, and by association other Democrats, as alien to "traditional" Americans. But Hudson, the Republican House campaign chairman, said the GOP criticisms of Mamdani are not Islamophobic.
"We have Muslim candidates who are Republicans," he said. "One's religion doesn't matter. It's one's views and votes, and he has expressed antisemitic views. I say look at your actions and words, not at your sex or race or religion."
Israel, the former Democratic congressman, said strategists on both sides should be careful about interpreting Mamdani's rise as reflecting broader tides in American politics.
"You extrapolate at your own risk on Mamdani's election," Israel said. "This is about 450,000 high-energy voters in a Democratic primary on a hot day in New York City out of about 3.5 million eligible voters. So while Mamdani's campaign was brilliant, it absolutely doesn't define the national Democratic Party."
Theodoric Meyer and Maeve Reston contributed to this report.
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Trump hails pledges by NATO allies to boost military spending, criticizes Spain 
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term in the White House and the Republican-led Congress.
By Annabelle Timsit, Patrick Svitek, Ellen Francis, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Cate Brown, Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Marley, Brianna Tucker, Meryl Kornfield, Adrian Blanco Ramos, Emily Davies, Scott Nover, Theodoric Meyer, Andrew Ackerman, Toluse Olorunnipa, HyoJung Kim, Julie Weil, Rachel Siegel, Laura Vozzella, Meagan Flynn, Katie Shepherd, Szu Yu  Chen, Shelly Tan, Rachel Lerman, Jacob Bogage, Michael Birnbaum, Natalie Allison, Lena H. Sun, Lauren Weber, Rachel Roubein, Hannah Knowles, Shira Rubin, Azi Paybarah, Matthew Choi, Dan Merica, Dan Lamothe, Ishaan Tharoor, Karla Adam, Jeff Stein, Hannah Natanson, Carolyn Y. Johnson, Dan Diamond, Justine McDaniel, Danielle Douglas-Gabriel, Susan Svrluga, Washington Post staff, Jonathan Edwards, Kendra Nichols, Warren Strobel, John Hudson, Karen DeYoung | 2025-06-26
President Donald Trump hailed pledges Wednesday by NATO leaders to significantly increase military spending at his behest. The alliance announced a new spending target -- which requires each country to annually spend 5 percent on its defense by 2035, up from the current 2 percent -- in a summit declaration after the leaders met in the Netherlands. Speaking at a new conference there, Trump said it was "terrible" that Spain is declining to increase its spending like other allies and that he would seek to punish the country in ongoing trade negotiations. Trump is returning to the United States, where he has been lobbying for passage of a huge tax and immigration package that is pending in the Senate.
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Trump embraces NATO security alliance after years of attacks
"It's not a rip-off," Trump said of NATO after its 32 nations agreed to more than double their defense spending targets, which has been a sore spot for the U.S. president.
By Michael Birnbaum, Natalie Allison, Ellen Francis | 2025-06-25

President Donald Trump is joined by Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and Secretary of State Marco Rubio as he speaks to the media after the NATO summit on Wednesday in The Hague. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


THE HAGUE -- President Donald Trump issued a full-throated endorsement of NATO and its defense mission after a summit of alliance leaders Wednesday, in his most forceful backing of a group he once threatened to abandon.
"These people really love their countries," Trump told reporters. "It's not a rip-off, and we're here to help them."
The message came as NATO's 32 nations agreed to more than double their defense spending targets, long a sore spot with Trump but now a selling point for his involvement in transatlantic security. It was an about-face from the president's first term, when he regularly shared his reluctance to defend Europe, and even from the first months of this year, when he leaned heavily into rebooting relations with Russian President Vladimir Putin and unsettled Europeans with threats toward Ukraine.

President Trump said in a news conference on June 25 that he would be leaving the NATO summit "differently," saying the defense alliance was not a "rip-off."


Trump's turnaround Wednesday was the payoff of a major effort by other NATO members to flatter him. Trump stayed overnight in a royal palace, received fawning messages from NATO's secretary general and watched as one leader after another took the floor in a closed-door meeting to praise him for his leadership and his recent attack on Iran. At a summit tailor-made to please the U.S. president, Trump celebrated dual triumphs on Iran and the alliance's agreement to boost military outlays to levels that many other members found outlandish eight years ago.
"I watched the heads of these countries get up, and the love and the passion that they showed for their country was unbelievable. I've never seen anything like it," Trump told reporters after the meetings. "It was great. And I left here differently. I left here saying that these people really love their countries. It's not a rip-off, and we're here to help them protect their country."
With a U.S.-brokered ceasefire between Israel and Iran holding into a second day, Trump celebrated foreign policy wins that were not guaranteed just days ago, when he launched massive airstrikes on Iran's nuclear enrichment program. In a series of social media posts and appearances that gave an unusual real-time window into his thinking and his interactions with fellow presidents and prime ministers, Trump made the case that his mix of risk-taking and threat-making could pay off.
But under questioning from reporters, Trump acknowledged the existence of an initial U.S. intelligence report that assessed that Iran's nuclear program was probably set back by months but not eliminated, contradicting Trump's assertions that the facilities were "obliterated." He blasted the media for questioning the impact of the strikes and said that the assessment was highly uncertain because it was early and because it had not directly examined the site. He didn't offer clear evidence for his own assertion that the facilities were fully destroyed.
"The report said what it said," said Trump, suggesting that the intelligence officials who created the document "had no idea" what the damage was, and that they "shouldn't have issued a report until they did."
"They didn't see it," the president continued. "All they can do is take a guess."
The gathering in this Dutch coastal city was a measure of how much Trump has changed world affairs after his reelection. During Trump's first term, many European allies hoped to endure four years of tense relations with him before resuming life with a friendlier leader in Washington. Now, most have accepted that Trump reflects a changed United States -- and that they, too, need to change to accommodate him. A declaration agreed to by NATO's 32 leaders after the summit made little mention of Ukraine and did not reference a war there, one measure of how much sway Trump has over the alliance.
"During Trump's first term, many Europeans assumed it was a parenthesis, and believed the traditional transatlanticism was back forever when Biden was elected," said Camille Grand, who was a NATO assistant secretary general during Trump's first term. "Now that Trump is back in the White House, Europeans are coming to grip with the fact that there are permanent changes in the United States' approach to European security."
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte captured the moment as he praised what he said was Trump's boldness in attacking Iranian nuclear sites, then badgering Tehran and Israel into a ceasefire. Trump compared the two countries to schoolboys fighting on a playground.
"Daddy has to sometimes do strong language," Rutte told Trump ahead of a meeting Wednesday, after interrupting Secretary of State Marco Rubio to say that he wanted to "alert" the Trump administration that "this president, when it comes to it, yes, he is a man of peace, but if necessary, he is willing to use strength."
Critics cautioned that Trump's wins were more complicated than they appeared: Some NATO countries remain unconvinced of the need to increase their defense spending in a major way, and diplomats agreed on language that offers ample room to delay and downplay their budget expansions.
Even Trump's post of a fawning text message from Rutte on his social media account may have had mixed effects, as some diplomats cringed at the publication of what was intended as a private communication and noted that their own leaders may need to be more careful about what words they use privately with Trump in the future. The diplomats, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak frankly about internal assessments.
Still, Trump said he was satisfied with the moment, a lightning-round trip that put him on the ground in the Netherlands for less than 24 hours.
The "Trump summit," Rubio deemed it in a Wednesday interview with Politico.
The U.S. leader reveled in the moment.
"I actually had breakfast today with a king and a queen who were beautiful, beautiful people. Central casting," Trump told reporters Wednesday, referring to Dutch King Willem-Alexander and Queen Maxima. The pair put up the president in one of their palaces in The Hague for the night.
Throughout the NATO summit Wednesday, there were glimpses of the lengths some European officials were going to to flatter Trump even more than usual.
"I think we should choose the motto 'Make NATO Great Again,'" Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda said, explaining that Lithuania would be increasing its defense spending to 4 percent this year, and then would exceed 5 percent next year, as Trump called for.
"I would like to extend my gratitude to President Donald Trump, because without his engagement I would imagine we would discuss the level of 2.5 percent, with no clear positive outcome," Nauseda continued. "Probably those discussions would lead to nothing."
Inside the main session, Trump led off with positive words about defense spending, and vowed that Russia would never attack NATO so long as he was president, according to three European officials familiar with the discussions.
Other leaders in turn praised Trump's efforts to boost European defense spending. Some endorsed his Iran strikes. Many embraced the flattery that they have learned is a highly effective way to Trump's heart, the European officials said.
Trump stayed for the duration of the speechmaking, hearing out the other leaders -- not always a guarantee with U.S. presidents, who sometimes come to make their speech but then depart to hold other meetings while other leaders talk.
Despite the NATO meetings, which were focused on European defense, increasing spending and dealing with threats, Russia chief among them, Trump spent much of the day defending his Iran strikes.
Trump posted clips on Truth Social of allies talking about what a success the strikes were. The White House distributed a photograph of a typed statement from the Israel Atomic Energy Commission saying Fordow's infrastructure was "destroyed" and "inoperable."
The president acknowledged that unknowns remained about the extent of damage to Iran's nuclear facilities.
"Well, they said it was -- actually the report said it could have been very -- they don't know," Trump told reporters. "I mean, they did a report. I could have [Secretary of Defense] Pete [Hegseth] talk to it because his department did the report. They really don't know."
Then Trump doubled down on his earlier claims that the damage was irreparable.
"I believe it was total obliteration," Trump continued. "I believe they didn't have a chance to get anything out because we acted fast."
At NATO, the spending pledge has met pushback from allies straining to reach even 2 percent. Some southern European countries, including Spain, have also fought the effort to boost spending, saying that their security needs differ from neighbors that are closer to Russia. Russia's neighbors in Eastern Europe have already launched drastic military buildups -- less because of Trump, and more because of urgent security concerns about the Kremlin.
Some leaders objected to portrayals of the summit as a grand effort to make Trump happy.
"It is a European necessity that we must do this, for ourselves and to be more independent," French President Emmanuel Macron told reporters at the summit. "To put things back in the heart of the discussion, we are doing all this because there is the Russian threat."
He acknowledged broader tensions with Washington, saying he and other leaders had raised grievances with Trump's trade tariffs on the sidelines of the summit.
"We cannot among allies say we must spend more and at the heart of NATO wage commercial war. It is an aberration," Macron said.
The pushback underscored that announcing a pledge to keep Trump happy at the summit is probably easier than winning approval or finding the funds in European capitals that are facing sluggish growth and tough decisions on spending cuts. NATO nations have until 2035 to meet the spending level -- a timeline that is flexible enough to give wide wiggle room to postpone for some countries who do not want to do it. Some may defer until they know the identity of Trump's successor.
And allies have applied some expansive math to boost their efforts: 1.5 percentage points of the increase can be for "defense-related" spending, such as infrastructure, while NATO will also count military aid to Ukraine toward the calculations. The core spending increase will be to 3.5 percent.
The tweaked definition of defense spending aligns with assessments that nations should better prepare for modern warfare such as cyberattacks and enhance roads that may be used in a military crisis. But it has also faced criticism of being too broad and fudging the numbers.
"Basically, I consider it creative accounting, but it's okay to add the 1.5 percent that gives 5 percent to please President Trump," said former NATO chief Anders Fogh Rasmussen. He said the 10-year deadline to achieve the new target was "much too long," but that "it seems to be the only way to achieve consensus."
Spain, driven in part by public opinion and national politics, agreed to Wednesday's declaration but opposes the military spending spree, which Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has described as "disproportionate." Spanish officials have argued that the country can enhance military capabilities -- as required by NATO -- without spending that much and that this would weigh on public coffers.
Sanchez didn't raise the issue again in the leaders' meeting with Trump, according to one participant in the meeting. But he came in for heavy criticism from the president afterward, who said that "Spain's terrible, what they've done."
Trump vowed to make Spain pay more on trade tariffs in retaliation.
"They want a little bit of a free ride, but they'll have to pay it back to us on trade, because I'm not going to let that happen," he said.
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How Mamdani stunned in New York City's mayoral primary, mapped
Ranked-choice voting results in New York City's Democratic primary for mayor will be released next week. Zohran Mamdani led the first-round ballots.
By Eric Lau, Lenny Bronner | 2025-06-25
Zohran Mamdani, a 33-year-old state assembly member and democratic socialist, is on the verge of a major upset in the race to be New York City's next mayor.
Former New York governor Andrew M. Cuomo conceded the Democratic primary on Tuesday night, though the official winner will be announced after ranked-choice calculations are released July 1. Mamdani's commanding first-round lead over Cuomo, 44 percent to 36 percent, shows the growing influence of an energized, younger left wing of the Democratic Party.
A Washington Post analysis shows Mamdani's first-round victory was driven by two key factors: First, he successfully maintained -- and even broadened -- the younger, more liberal coalition that supported mayoral primary candidates Maya Wiley and Kathryn Garcia in 2021. Second, he boosted turnout in areas where he won decisively.
Cuomo tended to perform best in districts that had favored Eric Adams four years before, particularly in Queens, southeastern Brooklyn and the Bronx. In contrast, Mamdani drew his strongest support from areas that had backed Wiley and Garcia, namely Lower Manhattan (extending into Midtown), northern Brooklyn and western Queens.
What stands out in results is Mamdani's success in expanding that coalition, especially with non-White voters. In Queens, he made inroads with areas previously won by Andrew Yang in 2021, such as Flushing and Elmhurst, which have large Asian American populations. He also picked up Adams voters from predominantly Hispanic neighborhoods such as Corona and Woodhaven.
Mamdani also succeeded in neighborhoods Yang carried in southern Brooklyn, such as Sunset Park and Bensonhurst, which also have sizable Asian American communities. But this success halted at Borough Park, a predominantly Orthodox Jewish neighborhood that strongly backed Cuomo.
In Manhattan, Mamdani cut into Cuomo's results uptown, particularly in Harlem, while remaining competitive throughout the Upper West Side and even parts of the Upper East Side.
Mamdani also managed to narrow the margins in some of Cuomo's best areas, such as Canarsie in southeastern Brooklyn. Cuomo received 10 fewer percentage points than Adams had in the same area four years before.
Mamdani benefited from a second, equally important factor: turnout. In districts won by Cuomo, turnout remained relatively consistent with 2021 levels. But in districts where Mamdani won a majority of the vote, turnout surged by an average of 20 percent. In areas where he earned an overwhelming majority, turnout jumped more than 40 percent compared with 2021.
As Democrats consider whether to prioritize persuasion or turnout to win elections, Mamdani's victory suggests that, at least in an intraparty primary, these strategies are not mutually exclusive.
The winner at the end of the ranked-choice process will go on to the November general election to face off against Adams, who is running as an independent, and Republican Curtis Sliwa.
Cuomo left open the prospect of running in the general election as an independent.
Source: New York City Board of Elections. Results as of 8 a.m. with 96 percent of scanners reporting.
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Mamdani's stunning rise gives Democrats a playbook -- and creates some perils
The swift ascendance of a 33-year-old democratic socialist in the race for New York mayor has sparked a fierce debate over the future of the Democratic Party.
By Toluse Olorunnipa | 2025-06-26

Zohran Mamdani reacts to supporters during an election night event early Wednesday in New York. (Christian Monterrosa/Bloomberg News) 


The stunning ascendance of a 33-year-old democratic socialist in the race for New York mayor has sent shock waves through a party still reeling from President Donald Trump's election -- sparking fresh clashes between moderates and liberals about Democrats' best path back to national relevance.
Zohran Mamdani, a state assemblyman who appears poised to claim the Democratic nomination in the mayoral contest, has instantly emerged as a national figure for a struggling party, though his rise has further inflamed a brewing internal battle over the party's future.
Mamdani's apparent triumph over a better-known and better-funded contender, former New York governor Andrew M. Cuomo, signified a major victory for liberal activists, and, for some, the latest warning sign that the party's establishment old guard is particularly weak in the eyes of everyday voters.
But others are taking a different warning from Tuesday's results -- rushing to publicly reject the "socialist" label Mamdani has embraced. Those moderates are cautioning that a party that increasingly seems confined to coastal big cities should not be so quick to adopt ideas and rhetoric that can easily be painted as extreme or foreign in much of the country.
As Mamdani aims to lead the nation's most populous city -- a place Democrats often turn to for both campaign cash and cultural cues -- he has offered up his unabashedly left-leaning political brand as "a model" for the national party.
"A party where we fight for working people with no apology," Mamdani said during his victory speech. "A life of dignity should not be reserved for a fortunate few. It should be one that city government guarantees for each and every New Yorker."

Zohran Mamdani, a 33-year-old state assemblyman, declared victory in New York City's Democratic mayoral primary June 24 after Andrew Cuomo conceded the race.


Mamdani prevailed by focusing incessantly on the affordability challenges faced by New York residents, pledging to ease the cost of living by providing free child care, freezing rent and making city buses free. In a city home to the world's largest population of billionaires, he has pledged to fund his ideas by raising taxes on the wealthy. Seeking to become the first Muslim mayor of a city with the world's largest Jewish population outside of Israel, he has not shied away from criticizing the Israeli government for its handling of the war in Gaza.
In the wake of his better-than-expected showing Tuesday, Republicans and pro-Israel groups have resurfaced clips of Mamdani embracing pro-Palestinian positions that his critics have branded as antisemitic. Mamdani has brushed aside those attacks during his campaign, pledging to be a mayor for all New Yorkers, but he is likely to face even more scrutiny of his foreign policy views ahead of the general election.
Already under pressure from Republicans to make their stance on Mamdani clear, some Democratic officials have begun publicly distancing themselves from him.
Rep. Laura Gillen, a New York Democrat who defeated a Republican incumbent in November, sharply criticized Mamdani on Wednesday, accusing him of "a deeply disturbing pattern of unacceptable antisemitic comments."
"Socialist Zohran Mamdani is too extreme to lead New York City," she said in a statement. "He is the absolute wrong choice for New York."
Still, Mamdani's campaign messages -- and the buzzy, straight-to-camera way he often delivers them -- will no doubt be studied by other Democrats seeking to capture some of the energy that propelled his upstart primary campaign from obscurity to victory.
While Mamdani's opponents have criticized him for his relative lack of experience and the implausibility of some of his policies, he has framed his campaign as a fight on behalf of working New Yorkers too often left behind in a city known for displays of extravagant wealth.
As his campaign built momentum in the final weeks ahead of the primary, Mamdani racked up endorsements from other liberal politicians, including Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) and Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont). In what quickly became a kind of proxy for a broader struggle between the establishment and insurgent wings of the Democratic Party, Cuomo notched endorsements from former president Bill Clinton, Rep. James E. Clyburn (D-South Carolina) and former New York mayor Mike Bloomberg.
As the vote totals came in Tuesday showing Cuomo underperforming amid a clear surge in support for Mamdani across the city's racially and generationally diverse five boroughs, party strategists were trying to determine how to interpret the results and prime Democrats for national success.
"Something that many of us who have been a part of the establishment know is that the establishment has been clinging suicidally to a version of power that no longer exists and that they no longer have," said Amit Singh Bagga, a Democratic strategist. "Instead of trying to eat the left for lunch, the establishment needs to understand how to work with the real people who have real problems."
Others warned against reading too much into the New York results, given the city's relatively low turnout, ranked-choice voting system, unique lineup of candidates and other peculiarities.
"There is more that Democrats can't draw from it than what they can," said Molly Murphy, a Democratic pollster who worked on the presidential campaign last year. "City politics are always going to be different than federal or state, and Cuomo is a one-of-one figure with very specific and unique vulnerabilities that we should not project onto any other type of moderate or 'establishment' candidate."
Still, Mamdani "did an excellent job of being authentic, sincere and finding ways to find voters where they were," Murphy said, adding that those lessons can apply to Democrats across the ideological spectrum.
Democrats will certainly be looking beyond New York for more evidence of what messages resonate with voters. Races for governor in New Jersey and Virginia, for example, feature more mainstream Democratic candidates. Former congresswoman Abigail Spanberger and Rep. Mikie Sherrill, competing in their home states of Virginia and New Jersey, respectively, each have national security backgrounds and have eschewed the rhetoric of the party's left wing.
Spanberger once lambasted left-leaning lawmakers after nearly losing her reelection in 2020, suggesting that talk of socialism and defunding the police had hampered the Democrats' fortunes in the House.
Matt Bennett, co-founder of the moderate Democratic group Third Way, took to X on Wednesday to brand politicians such as Spanberger and Sherill as "the party's future," advising Democrats in swing districts to distance themselves from socialism and Mamdani's policies.
In his victory speech, Mamdani promised to be a leader who would listen to those who disagree with him and serve those who did not vote for him, "and to wrestle deeply with those disagreements."
But even as he spoke, fierce debates were taking place among Democrats trying to extrapolate broader messages from the night's stunning results.
"The establishment is cooked. Cuomo is a canary in the coal mine," said David Hogg, the 25-year-old former vice chairman of the Democratic National Committee who clashed with its leadership after pledging to target long-serving Democrats in safe congressional districts. "If the party doesn't fundamentally change, they will be voted out."
For many Democrats, Cuomo's defeat was yet another sign that Democrats need to chart a swift path away from older, establishment politicians who have struggled to resonate with modern-day voters. The 67-year-old former governor was attempting a political comeback after resigning in disgrace amid sexual harassment claims.
Tuesday's primary came almost one year after President Joe Biden's disastrous debate performance against Trump sent the party into a spasm of hand-wringing over its decision to back an octogenarian president's reelection during a time when voters seemed hungry for change. Trump's victory in November and his first five months in office have served to further destabilize the minority party.
While Mamdani's performance appeared decisive in a city where Democrats far outnumber Republicans, his path to the mayorship is not a fait accompli. Under the city's ranked-choice voting system, a winner of the primary will probably not be certified before next week. Incumbent Mayor Eric Adams, who won the Democratic primary four years ago, opted to run as an independent in November and has embraced a more moderate tone while cozying up to the Trump administration.
Cuomo, who conceded defeat Tuesday, has previously left open the prospect of running in the general election as an independent.
Republicans have already begun hammering Mamdani as an extremist whose policies will bankrupt the city and whose ideologies represent a kind of socialism that is foreign to the United States. The GOP successfully ran a similar playbook against Vice President Kamala Harris after Biden dropped out of the presidential race last year.
Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-New York) began fundraising Tuesday based on Mamdani's performance.
"The idea that a self-avowed socialist and Hamas Terrorist sympathizer like Zohran Mamdani could become the next mayor of New York City truly makes me sick," she said in a fundraising pitch sent by email.
While Mamdani has spoken out against antisemitism in New York, his past positions on Israel -- including declining to condemn pro-Palestinian rhetoric such as "globalize the intifada," which some Jews see as a rallying cry for violence against them -- will no doubt become fodder for Republicans and raise uncomfortable questions for Democrats. The war in Gaza, which has killed tens of thousands of Palestinians, has become a point of contention between liberal voters and Democratic stalwarts accustomed to voicing strong support for Israel.
But for some in the party, Mamdani's ability to stand up for his beliefs and run a successful campaign that connected with everyday voters was proof that Democrats can compete without retreating from bold positions.
"Look, we know the prospect of a Muslim democratic socialist becoming the next mayor of New York City is going to put the fear of God in establishment Democrats as well as MAGA Republicans," Singh Bagga said Tuesday. "What we have to remember is that the people of New York City tonight have spoken. They have spoken out against the lily-livered, lack-of-courage approach of Democrats in fighting authoritarianism."
El Calabrese in New York contributed to this report.
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The woman who could impede RFK Jr.'s anti-vaccine agenda
Susan Monarez deserves to be confirmed as CDC director.
By Editorial Board | 2025-06-26

Susan Monarez listens during a hearing Wednesday on her nomination to be director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Susan Monarez might end up being one of the most important people in President Donald Trump's administration. As acting director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the nominee to hold the position permanently, she has the power to frustrate the anti-vaccine agenda of Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
Based on her performance at her confirmation hearing on Wednesday, she might just be up to that task.
Monarez was nominated after senators balked at the anti-vaccine positions of Dave Weldon, Trump's first choice for the job. She would be the first person without a medical degree to fill the role, but she is a well-respected scientist with a doctorate in microbiology and immunology. She also served as deputy director of the Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health.
Most important, she has no record suggesting she subscribes to the vaccine skepticism that Kennedy and many of his newly appointed allies at the CDC have expressed. "I think vaccines save lives," she said at her confirmation hearing. She also defended mRNA vaccines, the technology that was used to quickly develop shots against the coronavirus, as "safe" and insisted she has "no a priori prejudices against mRNA platform or any other approach that is being taken to develop vaccines."
Monarez spent much of the hearing artfully dodging difficult questions about Kennedy's actions. Regarding his decision to fire everyone on the CDC's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices and replace them with his own hand-selected advisers, many of whom have criticized vaccines, she offered a cagey response: "I agree that the secretary had to make a decision related to ensuring that the ACIP could be supportive of restoring public trust in decision-making."
She also said the committee has "a very vital role to play, and it must make sure that it is using science and evidence to drive that decision-making." And she insisted its members must go through the proper ethics approval process before participating in meetings.
That's probably the best response the public could hope for from a Trump nominee. She deftly managed not to contradict Kennedy's decisions but also avoided strongly endorsing them. She sent an important signal: She could be a real impediment to those seeking to upend vaccine policies that have saved countless lives.
No recommendation from ACIP can become government policy without sign-off from the CDC director. If, for example, the committee reviews the childhood vaccine schedule or long-standing immunizations -- as its new chair announced it would do on Wednesday -- and determines that children shouldn't be receiving certain vaccines at certain times, despite all the evidence to the contrary, Monarez could reject that finding. She could also use her position to press for trusted voices to serve on the committee and push back against false information about vaccines.
Of course, there is no guarantee that Monarez would do all this. Trump appointees, including Kennedy, have a history of saying reassuring things about vaccines during their confirmation hearings, only to change course when in office. Nevertheless, the public would be better-off with a serious person such as Monarez at the CDC's helm.
The Senate should confirm her, and fast. Monarez, meanwhile, needs to recognize the burden she is accepting. Being CDC director is not an easy job, even in less contentious times. Having to report to Kennedy makes it incalculably harder. Lives will depend on whether Monarez resists Kennedy's efforts to make America sick again. If she's not willing to do that, she should step aside.
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Have Clinton's instincts finally failed him? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers started at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Karen Tumulty | 2025-06-26
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I co-wrote the anonymous HHS report on pediatric gender medicine 
Nine academics concluded medical transition for minors is not empirically or ethically justified.  
By Alex Byrne  | 2025-06-26

A protester is silhouetted against a trans pride flag during a protest outside of Seattle Children's Hospital in February. (Lindsey Wasson/AP) 


Alex Byrne is a professor of philosophy at MIT.
In May, the Department of Health and Human Services published a comprehensive review of treatments for gender dysphoria in minors that was swiftly criticized, in part because the names of its authors were withheld.
I am one of the authors. As Health and Human Services said upon publication, the review is going through the peer review process, for which anonymity is preferred. My co-authors and I discussed additional reasons for anonymity, including that disclosure might distract attention from the review's content or lead to personal attacks or professional penalties. Those who have raised concerns about the field of pediatric gender medicine are well aware of the risks to reputations or careers.
The hostile response to the review by medical groups and practitioners underscores why it was necessary. Medicalized treatment for pediatric gender dysphoria needs to be dispassionately scrutinized like any other area of medicine, no matter which side of the aisle is cheering it on. But in the United States, it has not been.
I was familiar with the other authors -- there are nine of us in all -- and I was confident that we could produce a rigorous, well-argued document that could do some good. Collectively, we had all the bases covered, with experts in endocrinology, the methodology of evidence-based medicine, medical ethics, psychiatry, health policy and social science, and general medicine. I am a philosopher, not a physician. Philosophy overlaps with medical ethics and, when properly applied, increases understanding across the board. Philosophers prize clear language and love unravelling muddled arguments, and the writings of pediatric gender specialists serve up plenty of obscurity and confusion.
The review was prompted by an executive order signed by President Donald Trump at the end of January, which set for us a May 1 deadline. The order's inflammatory and tendentious language understandably roused suspicions among liberals. But the review wasn't written by zealots busily grinding axes. In fact, liberals were in the majority. Some of us were paranoid that the White House would try to control the content of the review or even alter it pre-publication; that worry proved unfounded.
I am hardly a fan of the current administration: I have never voted Republican, and as an academic from Cambridge, Massachusetts, I hold many of the liberal beliefs of my tribe. That includes support for the right of transgender people to live free from discrimination and prejudice.
The review describes how the medicalized "gender affirming care" approach to treating pediatric gender distress, endorsed by the American Medical Association and the American Academy of Pediatrics, rests on very weak evidence. Puberty blockers followed by cross-sex hormones compromise fertility and may cause lifelong sexual dysfunction (among other adverse effects); surgeries such as mastectomies remove healthy tissue and carry known risks of complications. Medical procedures always have downsides, but in this case no reliable research indicates that these treatments are beneficial to minors' mental health.
One of the most important chapters provides an ethical analysis, arguing that pediatric medical transition is ethically inappropriate because of its unfavorable risk/benefit profile. We agree with the health authorities in Sweden, who reached the same conclusion in 2022. The argument is quite simple -- "medical ethics 101," as one of my colleagues put it -- and does not rely on contested claims about consent or regret, which is how the ethical debate is often framed.
After surveying all the evidence, and applying widely accepted principles of medical ethics, we found that medical transition for minors is not empirically or ethically justified.
The review adds to the work of Hilary Cass, a respected British pediatrician, who concluded in a report commissioned by health authorities in Britain that this "is an area of remarkably weak evidence." Cass was chosen because she is not a gender clinician and can thus assess the field impartially. Subsequently, Britain's (left-wing) Labour government banned puberty blockers for the treatment of gender dysphoria outside clinical trials indefinitely. The government's health secretary is considering similar restrictions on cross-sex hormones for patients under 18.
Some European countries have moved in the same direction, including Finland, Sweden, Norway and Denmark. Following age restrictions on puberty blockers and hormones in the state of Queensland, the Australian government is in the process of developing new clinical practice guidelines.
Why is the United States, as Cass has observed, "out of date" on treatment for gender distress in young people? One reason is our fragmented health care system: more centralized systems in Europe and Britain prioritize cost-effectiveness, which requires careful evaluation of the evidence of medical benefit. Centralization also makes it easier to establish national treatment guidelines. Another reason is the stark division in the U.S. along political party lines. Adding to the mix is a problem not confined to this country: many adults in the room were driven to prudent silence by aggressive activists. "There are few other areas of healthcare," Cass wrote in her foreword, "where professionals are so afraid to openly discuss their views, where people are vilified on social media, and where name-calling echoes the worst bullying behaviour."
The price of speaking out no doubt contributed to the collapse of medical safeguarding in the United States. A more subtle influence is the language used by proponents of pediatric medical transition, which is euphemistic and often misleading. "Gender-affirming top surgery" sounds entirely positive, and papers over the salient fact that the breasts of physically healthy teenagers are removed. Patients who undergo irreversible surgery and later regret it are said to have "dynamic desires for gender-affirming medical interventions." The usual words to indicate a young patient's sex are disallowed: female children are "individuals assigned female at birth" or "trans boys," and are never simply "girls." This has the Orwellian effect of making plain truths impossible to state.
The review squarely addresses an uncomfortable topic: the link between childhood-onset gender dysphoria and same-sex attraction. Gender dysphoric young children are gender-nonconforming, and early gender non-conformity is strongly associated with later homosexuality. In a 2011 Dutch study of 70 adolescents, which together with its follow-up forms the scientific foundation of today's pediatric medicalized pathway, only a single patient reported being heterosexual.
The days of medicalizing same-sex attraction are supposed to be shameful history. The review suggests that the old days are back under the new guise of care for "gender-diverse youth." Speaking for myself, the progressive embrace of this regressive practice is one of the great ironies of the modern age.
The review is a sober examination of what by any standards are drastic medical interventions for physically healthy minors. It deserves to be read by people of all political leanings. Whether its early critics bothered to do so is unclear.
Mere hours after publication, the president of the American Academy of Pediatrics, Susan Kressly, claimed that the review was undermined by reliance on "a narrow set of data." A glance at the evidence synthesis (or even just the separate appendix) by anyone familiar with evidence-based medicine would show that this complaint is preposterous. The hypocrisy is blatant: the AAP's policy statement for the treatment of gender-dysphoric youth is unsupported by its own citations.
Equally baseless was the statement issued by the World Professional Association for Transgender Health the day after the review's publication, saying it "misrepresents existing research." If it does, why not clinch the case with some examples? Yet none were provided.
Critics have mostly settled on the allegation that the review's endorsement of psychotherapeutic approaches -- in line with best practice in the U.K, Finland, and Sweden -- amounts to "conversion therapy" for gender identity. Once this activist phrasing is granted, the negative association with long-discredited gay conversion therapy does the rest. Never mind that we replied in advance: The chapter on psychotherapy has a section titled "The charge of 'conversion therapy'."
I wish I could say my own profession has modeled rational debate about these controversies. After the report was published, a philosopher who runs a popular blog reported that my name appeared in the metadata of the appendix. He called my presumed involvement "appalling." On social media, a prominent senior philosopher accused me ("Herr Byrne") of contributing to a "project of extermination," to the approval of other senior philosophers. This illustrates the inevitability of online comparisons to Nazis, if nothing else.
To quote Cass again, "This must stop." Though the current administration seems not to grasp the point, we all stand to benefit from free and open inquiry, in medicine, academia and in society more broadly. That does not mean elevating crackpots or taking wild conspiracy theories seriously. It means that objections should be made using arguments and data, not shaming or ostracizing.
There is much to admire about modern health care, but it has taken some gravely wrong turns, from lobotomies to the pathologization of homosexuality and the opioid epidemic. More wrong turns are inevitable. What we should do is promote a culture which makes it easier to turn back.
Such a culture is animated by the scientific spirit -- a willingness to question assumptions, to seek new evidence, and to resist pressure to conform from our in-group. That is exactly what has been missing from the debate over youth gender medicine, and we liberals must take some blame. The more liberals who can rise above tribal loyalties and publicly dissent, the better.
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What politicians can learn from a stunning win in New York (over trash)
New Yorkers are putting their junk in bins. How they got there says a lot about how policy is made.
By Dominic Pino | 2025-06-26

A woman sorts out garbage in Manhattan on March 20, 2024. The mountains of black bags of garbage that invade New York's sidewalks for rats to feast on will soon be history. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


Dominic Pino is the Thomas L. Rhodes journalism fellow at National Review Institute and host of the American Institute for Economic Research podcast "Econception."
The people of New York City have been dealing with some garbage choices. And I'm not talking about the candidates for mayor.
The nation's largest city has finally decided to throw out its old ways and put trash in -- get this! -- containers. One of the shocking things that tourists from the rest of the country would discover when visiting New York is that, until recently, bags of trash accumulated on the sidewalks. Parents would be guiding their children around stinking piles of garbage while walking to the Lego or American Girl stores.
If you're from any other city in the U.S. -- or just about anywhere else in the developed world -- New York's "sanitation" practices are off-putting. More than that, they contribute to the city's legendary rat problem and make trash collection more of a chore than it needed to be. The City That Never Sleeps is also the City That Always Reeks.
But that's all changing now: New York City is requiring trash to be put in bins. There will still be plenty of odors, of course, but at least now there won't be leaky trash bags simmering on the hot summer sidewalks anymore. City officials are calling it the "trash revolution," the rest of us call it "normal trash collection."
The latest phase of this years-long process kicked off this month, with some larger residential buildings now depositing their trash in roadside bins. Restaurants and smaller residential buildings made the switch last year. But what took so long?
It's a story that's common in public policy debates: There are no solutions, only trade-offs.
That phrase, attributed to economist Thomas Sowell, is a good reminder that policy choices can often be hard and require humility on the part of policymakers. And it's even true for something as simple as putting trash in bins.
New Yorkers weren't living that way because they enjoyed the wafting smells of rotten food. For a long time, the trade-offs of containerizing trash were considered too difficult an obstacle to overcome for reasons unique to New York.
The city's founding generations built streets without alleys (Manhattan's few exceptions are famous filming locations), depriving policymakers of the easy way to organize and carry out trash pickup that's the norm everywhere else. As a result, the new trash containers are occupying spots along the street, which means those spots can no longer be occupied by parked cars. A report from the city government in 2023 said the new trash rules could displace 150,000 parking spots.
The New York Times talked to some business and building owners last year who said they don't have enough room for all the bins that the new rules require. In a city where space is hard to come by, this is a real issue.
Making it easier to collect trash also sounds like a threat to the ears of the trash collectors' union. If trucks can pick up bins with mechanical arms, that could mean less need for human arms to move the refuse. And even if the same number of workers are used (there are no plans for mass layoffs), the job of trash collector would change, which would take time to adjust to.
New York is also unusual in that trash collection for residences is provided by the city, while businesses pay for private service. Keeping the service unpriced, as New York has done, denies the city access to the information that prices communicate, making it harder to know what's needed where and at what times.
The bins themselves do cost money. The 45-gallon individual containers cost $53 each. The city signed a $7 million contract with the company that makes the large roadside bins last year.
These obstacles might seem minor when compared to 8 million people stacking garbage bags on the sidewalks of the business capital of the world. But for a long time, they proved to be enough to keep the status-gross. Mayor Eric Adams and sanitation commissioner, now police commissioner, Jessica Tisch were two of the leaders behind compacting those obstacles and sending them to the incinerator.
They realized that the existence of trade-offs is not a valid reason not to act. The city government has undertaken this project with a fair amount of self deprecation because it was embarrassing to pretend as though there was no way to do what every other city has already done. The trade-offs are clearly worth it.
Every policy question is like deciding to put trash in containers, just to varying degrees. Policymakers have to deal with trade-offs and leaders have to have the courage to acknowledge them and say "too bad" to someone every time they want policy to improve. And when the trade-offs are worthwhile, people in the future will look back on the improvements that result as obvious and common sense, even though at the time they didn't seem that way at all.
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Zohran Mamdani's victory is bad for New York and the Democratic Party
New York cannot take its greatness for granted. Mismanagement can ruin it.
By Editorial Board | 2025-06-26

(Chiqui Esteban/The Washington Post; iStock) 


Zohran Mamdani, the charismatic 33-year-old who is now the front-runner to be the next mayor of New York, might seem like a breath of fresh air for a Democratic Party struggling to move past its aging establishment. In fact, New Yorkers should be worried that he would lead Gotham back to the bad old days of civic dysfunction, and Democrats should fear that he will discredit their next generation of party leaders, almost all of whom are better than this democratic socialist.
Adept at social media and voter mobilization, Mamdani claimed the most first-pick votes in the New York Democratic mayoral primary as the leading alternative to Andrew M. Cuomo. The contest became a referendum on the disgraced ex-governor as he sought a comeback four years after resigning amid allegations of sexual harassment. Cuomo, a throwback to a bygone era of machine politics, should have stayed retired instead of clearing the field of potentially more appealing center-left candidates -- and opening the way for Mamdani to nab disillusioned voters.
Now, a man who believes that capitalism is "theft" is in line to lead the country's biggest city and the world's financial capital. His signature ideas are "city-owned grocery stores," no bus fares, freezing rent on 1 million regulated apartments and increasing the minimum wage to $30. No doubt these might strike some voters as tempting ideas. But, as with so many proposals from America's far left, the trade-offs would hurt the people they are supposed to help.
A massive minimum wage would depress low-skilled employment. His rent freeze would reduce the housing supply and decrease its quality. Cutting bus fares would leave a transit funding hole that, unless somehow filled, would erode service. Meanwhile, the grocery business operates on thin margins, and his plan for city-run stores would likely lead to fewer options, poor service and shortages, as privately-run stores closed rather than try to compete with city-subsidized shops.
Mamdani previously called for defunding and dismantling the police and, even though he has toned that down, he still opposes hiring more officers.
The candidate does acknowledge at least one trade-off: even higher taxes in a city where they are already hefty. He wants to impose a 2 percent annual wealth tax on the richest 1 percent of New Yorkers and increase the state's corporate tax rate from 7.25 percent to 11.5 percent. The Big Apple already suffers from capital flight. Hedge funds and others with means have relocated to more business-friendly climates, such as Florida. Mamdani's tax plans would spur a corporate exodus and drive more rich people out of town, undermining the tax base and making existing services harder to maintain.
New York already endured a version of this in the 1970s. The city saw a humiliating fiscal crisis, as its government promised overgenerous public services even as its tax base fled. Decades of reform and better governance revived New York, creating once again a dynamic hub of business and culture where many people want to live.
New York cannot take for granted its premier status among world cities. No mighty metropolis can. History is full of the stories of great concentrations of people and wealth that decayed due to misfortune or misrule. In recent times, the world has seen Hong Kong's sad decline despite its once-unmatched status in East Asia.
And while New York's assets and challenges are very different, its leaders must still manage them with policies that sustain vibrancy and growth, rather than ones that assume prosperity. Many New Yorkers rationalized voting for Mamdani by noting the city council and the state government would constrain him. Let's hope he is allowed to do damage only on the margins.
Should Mamdani become mayor, Democrats such as New York Gov. Kathy Hochul can lead the way in containing him, not least so he does not define their party. Their gubernatorial nominees in Virginia and New Jersey, Abigail Spanberger and Mikie Sherrill, respectively, would be much better representatives of a Democratic brand that still needs to buff out the rough edges of its left wing.
The Post wants to know: What will the results of the Democratic mayoral primary say about the direction of New York City? Share your responses with Post Opinions, and they might be published in the Letters to the Editor section.
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The Democrats' generational rift just got harder to ignore
Maybe the party should consider abandoning its cautious old ways.
By Philip Bump | 2025-06-26
If it were up to the establishment of the Democratic Party -- the party leaders and funders, the old guard that has steered the ship for decades -- former New York governor Andrew M. Cuomo would be the party's nominee for New York mayor in November's general election. But, unfortunately for them, the decision was left to the city's Democratic voters, and they preferred state Rep. Zohran Mamdani. The likely next mayor of the country's largest city will not be a scandal-plagued centrist but an ever-smiling socialist.
And that, many Democratic leaders clearly feel, is a big problem.
It's not just that Mamdani ran an unusual, modern campaign that relied more on social media outreach than robot phone calls, though it's partly that. Nor is it just that Cuomo had a massive war chest that didn't even keep him within 5 points of Mamdani, though it's partly that, too. It isn't even that Mamdani's win demonstrated how ranked-choice voting (as is used in New York City's Democratic primary) allows for coalition-building outside of the party structure, though it's definitely partly that.
Instead, the problem is rooted in the structural differences of the Democratic and Republican parties nationally, and how the Democrats are disadvantaged by the significant and increasing nationalization of local politics.
For all of the recent gobbling about how the Republican Party has built a new coalition of support, it remains the case that it is the Democrats who are dependent on a range of diverse and, at times, conflicted bases of support. The GOP has accrued a lot of federal power primarily relying on votes from older, White, more rural voters, partly because of a media environment that constructs and defends a national rhetorical framework. After the 2012 election, the party mulled broadening its base. Three years later, Donald Trump showed them how to maximize their existing reserves of support.
For their part, Democrats got pretty far relying on urban, often non-White voters to hold power. A Senate majority, though, means winning heavily White and heavily rural states. As long as voters in Montana and West Virginia were willing to consider Democratic candidates running on state-specific issues with state-specific backgrounds, that those states were otherwise deep red wasn't as significant a problem. If those elections are referendums on the parties nationally, though? A significant problem.
Unless, of course, Democrats could figure out a way to appeal to both urban, non-White voters and rural Montanans. If they could find some middle ground, avoiding fractious candidates and issues, maybe they could avoid disaster.
This worked for a while, too. The Democratic caucus in the House is more ideologically varied than is the Republican caucus. But a new problem has cropped up in recent years: triangulating middle-ground positions failed to help Democrats retain power and struck younger voters -- people who weren't bought into President Barack Obama's approach to governing, much less President Bill Clinton's -- as a betrayal.
Some of this is specifically generational. The youngest baby boomers are turning 61 this year, a huge population that drove American politics for decades. But the oldest millennials are turning 44, and there are a lot of them, too. Add in members of Gen Z (the oldest are turning 28) and you have a huge group of younger Americans advocating for affordable housing and support for schools and child care that is vying for power against older Americans advocating for less expensive medical care and protecting their real estate investments. That so many federal officeholders belong to that latter group only exacerbates the sense among younger Americans that their interests aren't being considered.
This divide is a bigger problem for Democrats because younger Americans are more likely to be Democrats than they are to be Republicans. They're also far more likely to be registered with third parties or as independents than older Americans, in part because of skepticism about the effectiveness of the parties. Democrats, more than Republicans, need to be attuned to what younger voters want -- even though those voters are less loyal to the party itself.
All of that was the context before Tuesday's election in New York. You can see, though, why Clinton and other party elders were eager to line up behind Cuomo: It wasn't simply that the Cuomo family was a party institution in New York. It was also that Cuomo was a better candidate for the middle-ground, don't-rock-the-boat national play. This was a guy who proposed hiring 5,000 more police in the city to tackle crime (even though crime in the city is down in recent years)! Democrats in Montana weren't going to have to worry about potential red-state voters seeing negative Fox News segments about the liberal excesses of Mayor Andrew M. Cuomo. Elect a Muslim immigrant socialist with an unusual name? Fox would have a field day. If younger voters didn't remember the era when the right accused Obama of all of those things, Democratic Party leaders sure did.
Again, though, it wasn't up to them. When votes were tallied on Tuesday, we saw not only that Mamdani was victorious but that it was younger voters who helped propel that victory. There was a correlation between the median age in a state assembly district in the city and the margin of support for Mamdani and Cuomo, with the socialist faring better in places that skewed younger.
The Economist's Owen Winter explicitly attributed Mamdani's win to the city's millennials, only partly exaggerating what the data showed.
It is easy -- and probably fair -- to consider what happened in New York as an outlier. The city is much more Democratic than other places and the ranked-choice system meant that there was less risk of the non-Cuomo candidates kneecapping one another. If we graph party membership by age, though, we see that younger New Yorkers (like younger Americans overall) are much less likely to be members of either party.
This is the alternative lens through which we might consider Mamdani's victory. Perhaps New York Democrats just fatally wounded the Nebraska Democratic Party's ability to elect a Democrat to statewide office. Or, perhaps, Mamdani just showed Nebraska Democrats that a charismatic Democrat who centers their campaign on affordability and is adept at social media outreach might compel younger and independent voters to turn out. Maybe it's significant that both Mamdani and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D) represent New York City. Or maybe it's just that New York's politics put them ahead of the generational and political curve.
The other most prominent voice for the socialist left, after all, is an old White guy from Vermont. The Democratic Party establishment coalesced to block Sen. Bernie Sanders's path to the party's 2020 presidential nomination, but he'd made a deeper run than he had four years prior on the strength of support from younger voters. In a March CNN-SSRS poll, only three politicians were identified by at least 8 percent of Democrats and Democrat-leaning independents as "best reflects the core values" of the party. One was Ocasio-Cortez. Another was Sanders. Maybe Mamdani is a continuation of this trend, not simply a product of New York's system and politics.
If the Democratic Party leaned into its younger support base, it could shatter the national coalition, yes. With the right candidates, though, it might win races in unexpected places. It might even -- can you imagine! -- rebuild confidence in itself as an institution.
Lenny Bronner contributed to this column.
What do the results of the Democratic mayoral primary say about the direction of New York City? The Post wants to know. Share your responses with Post Opinions, and they might be published in the Letters to the Editor section: wapo.st/nymayor
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How Zohran Mamdani smashed through the left's ceiling in New York
The 33-year-old socialist made strides in non-White communities and drew out a slew of new voters.
By Armin Thomas, Lakshya Jain | 2025-06-26

Zohran Mamdani in Brooklyn on May 4. (Madison Swart/Hans Lucas/AFP/Getty Images)


Armin Thomas and Lakshya Jain are partners at Split Ticket, an election data analysis firm.
Zohran Mamdani pulled off a historic win in New York City by surging with groups that Democrats have been sliding with in recent years: infrequent, young, Hispanic and Asian voters.
Last year, majority-minority neighborhoods in New York swung strongly toward Donald Trump. And while the 2025 Democratic primary electorate was bluer by definition, it's likely that Mamdani won nontrivial amounts of voters who are still registered Democrats and supported Trump less than a year earlier.
In recent city elections, minority voters have also tended to back moderate to conservative candidates, and they remain, on balance, significantly less likely than White Democrats to self-identify as liberal in polls. Mamdani's performance as a socialist in many heavily non-White communities challenges assumptions about the left's electoral potential.
Looking at the comparison between this year and the mayoral election four years earlier, Mamdani managed to keep turnout in Asian areas high, particularly East Asian areas where then-candidate Andrew Yang did very well in 2021. With no East Asian candidate on the ballot this time, both raw turnout and vote shares for Mamdani were in question -- but Mamdani performed well across the board. It appears that many Democrats had little problem switching from Yang, a candidate widely seen as a centrist, to Mamdani.
In comparison to 2021, Mamdani also significantly outperformed Kathryn Garcia, the New York Times-backed technocrat who nearly defeated Eric Adams, and Maya Wiley, the leading candidate on the left the same year and third-place overall finisher, in first-round voting. Yang was a distant fourth citywide in that contest.
For Latinos, who strongly backed moderate-coded Adams in his 2021 victory, the picture is similar. Mamdani trailed Andrew M. Cuomo in some key Latino-heavy assembly districts, but improved on performances by the previous top runner-up candidates and even matched or beat Adams in places.
Voters are also often less ideological than given credit for and Mamdani's background may have helped give him a foot in the door -- he's a naturalized citizen who was born in Uganda to parents of Indian heritage (and even recorded campaign videos in Hindi and Bengali). But the result is clearly also a credit to the persuasive abilities of Mamdani's campaign efforts, which focused relentlessly on the cost-of-living crisis (which was the single most salient issue in 2024, as well as Trump's strongest issue).
Tellingly, Mamdani didn't just clean up in persuasion. He also activated an entirely new electorate that was previously unfathomable to New York City politicos. That could have important implications for Democrats, who struggled to both turn out and win over less-engaged voters in 2024.
To begin with, there was a sharp and clear surge in turnout in his strongest areas: The more people showed up to vote, the more they voted Mamdani. Case in point: While the early vote traditionally skews older, an analysis by Gothamist found that voters under 34 cast more early votes than voters over 65 did this time, a staggering statistic with little precedent.
The most striking figure? Twenty-five percent of voters who had cast a ballot early this go-around had not voted in a Democratic primary between 2012 and 2024, per Gothamist. The percentage of new voters who voted early in the 2021 primary, meanwhile, was just 3 percent. And this was a group that Mamdani cleaned up with -- according to Public Policy Polling, the only pollster to show Mamdani outright leading in the first round, new voters were breaking for Mamdani 63-18 in their survey.
Perhaps Cuomo's weaknesses meant he was destined to fail from the start. With favorability that was underwater even among Democrats, his lead was arguably always tenuous, especially because of  the various scandals that forced his resignation as governor in the first place. But there were multiple options for anti-Cuomo voters at the start, and it remains telling that Mamdani, a backbench state assemblymember, emerged over more well-known candidates such as city Comptroller Brad Lander, or Lander's predecessor Scott Stringer.
Mamdani's rise might offer lessons beyond New York. Democrats are not especially popular nowadays, with surveys frequently showing immense voter dissatisfaction with the party's performance in Congress, and in resisting Trump and his administration. The sheer volume of discontent from voters creates an opening for politicians willing to take a risk and who are not tied to prior generations of leadership.
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Yes, I support Trump's big, beautiful bill. Just not this one part.
Governors are leading on smart AI protections. Congress should join them, not ban the efforts.
By Sarah Huckabee Sanders | 2025-06-26

((iStock))


Sarah Huckabee Sanders is the governor of Arkansas.
President Donald Trump's one, big, beautiful bill will be a win for the American people by cutting taxes, moving welfare recipients off the path to dependency and onto the path to prosperity, growing the economy, and helping secure the border. As a conservative governor and strong supporter of the president, I stand in support of his signature legislation.
There is one very small portion of the bill that was added by Congress that would have unintended consequences and threatens to undo all the great work states have done to protect our citizens from the misuse of artificial intelligence: The act would ban state-level AI protections for at least a decade. Congress should strip this provision from the bill before it goes to President Trump's desk to preserve federalism -- and protect our country from completely unregulated AI.
  In just the past year, states have led on smart regulations of the AI industry that simultaneously protect consumers while also encouraging the growth of this ever-developing and critical sector. AI can be a great tool for individuals, businesses and governments, but there have to be common-sense safeguards in place. In Arkansas, our legislature created basic copyright guidelines for generative AI, protected Arkansans from the nonconsensual use of their likenesses and, most importantly, prohibited the creation of sexually explicit AI images of real people -- especially children. States like Tennessee, Illinois and Utah have created similar guidelines. These are changes that every state and Congress should get behind.
  As it's currently drafted, though, the bill would completely stop these basic protections from going into effect for 10 years, and we instead would wait for some as-yet-unwritten regulations to come from Congress. If Congress's glacial movement to protect kids from the harms of social media is any indication, the body would be paralyzed by industry lobbying and fail to act. And as that debate went on, states like Arkansas would be unable to ban AI child pornography for a full decade. That's unacceptable.
AI is already deeply entrenched in American industry and society. Over the next decade, this novel technology will change in ways we can't even begin to predict. It is expected to drastically alter whole industries, jobs and ways of life, and rebuild how we as a people function in profound and fundamental ways. Americans are at risk from bad actors in the AI industry until lawmakers are allowed to establish basic rules and fairness -- and 10 years is too long to wait.
That Congress proposes to strip away the right of any state to regulate AI is the antithesis of what our founders envisioned when they established our federal system.
  State leaders fully recognize that AI dominance is the next front in industrial competition between the United States and adversaries such as Communist China. Arkansas has led on anti-Communist Chinese action, becoming the first state in the nation to kick a Communist Chinese-affiliated company off our farmland and following up this year with comprehensive bans on Chinese-owned companies from owning property around critical infrastructure and military bases -- something Congress would do well to implement nationally.
As we compete with China, we cannot sacrifice the health, safety and prosperity of our own people. We must curb AI's worst excesses while also encouraging its growth, which is exactly what states have done through the creation of their own regulatory frameworks.
Thankfully, Sens.  Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) and Marsha Blackburn (R-Tennessee) are staunchly opposed to the inclusion of this provision in the final package, and Sen. Hawley has promised to force a vote on the issue on the Senate floor. I am asking all senators to join them in that fight.
This bill will be one of President Trump's proudest legislative achievements. It will power his vision of American greatness. But it should not include a provision that takes away states' ability to protect its citizens. Congress should continue to allow states to function as the laboratories of democracy they were intended to be.
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Republicans, quit blaming the CBO for those big, ugly numbers
The Congressional Budget Office is being assailed for stating facts about the GOP's tax bill.
By Jessica Riedl | 2025-06-26

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) addresses reporters on Capitol Hill on May 22 after the House narrowly passed President Donald Trump's tax and spending bill. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


Jessica Riedl is a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute.
As Republican tax-cut legislation struggles to get through Congress under the weight of its staggering cost, party leaders have responded to criticism by trying to shift the blame. They're assailing the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office for the transgression of honestly describing the ugly $2.4 trillion reality of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, as the legislation is titled.
GOP leaders have rallied around the talking point that the CBO's egghead economists just don't understand that tax cuts will unleash economic growth so stupendous that the additional tax revenue will offset the bill's entire cost. What began with a May strategy memo from Newt Gingrich has grown to a chorus of condemnation of the CBO from congressional leaders, the White House press secretary and President Donald Trump.
Don't fall for this spin. The CBO was created by Congress in 1974 as a counterweight to the White House's Office of Management and Budget. Rather than having to rely on an often adversarial White House for budget estimates, Congress would have its own scoring body. The CBO is composed largely of nonpartisan economists and attorneys, with its director appointed by the party that controls Congress. Since 2019, it has been led by Phillip Swagel, a widely respected Republican economist.
The agency produces short- and long-term federal budget baselines, legislative cost estimates, and data-driven studies on fiscal and economic policy. More than being merely informative, the baselines and bill scores become the standard against which congressional anti-deficit rules are applied, such as the prohibition against reconciliation bills worsening long-term budget deficits.
To be sure, the CBO is not infallible. It erroneously assumed the late-1990s tax revenue bubble would continue indefinitely, creating unrealistic expectations of paying off the national debt. Its projections overestimated interest rates for decades before probably underestimating them now, which in turn lowballs future interest costs and budget deficits. Health care reform analyses have proved erroneous by overestimating the number of Americans who would gain health insurance under Democratic policies, as well as how many would become uninsured under GOP policies. Those CBO fumbles are surely fresh in the minds of many Republicans.
However, the CBO and Congress's Joint Committee on Taxation, which performs much of the actual tax modeling, have recently been quite accurate with their scoring.
The White House accuses the CBO of drastically missing the surge of economic growth that paid for much of the 2017 tax cuts. The data shows otherwise. Shortly after those tax cuts were enacted, the CBO's updated baseline projection of tax revenue achieved 99.5 percent accuracy up until the pandemic (and the small error resulted from being slightly too rosy). That is an extraordinarily impressive achievement.
Assessing the revenue performance of those tax cuts since 2020 requires also disentangling the revenue effects of the pandemic, Washington's response to the pandemic, inflation, tariffs, an immigration surge and other new tax laws. However, once adjustments are made for those effects, no sustained leap in tax revenue emerges since the passage of the 2017 law.
As the Republican-controlled Congress embarks on its new tax-cutting program, the CBO's and joint committee's revenue estimates have aligned with those of other tax-modeling organizations across the political spectrum -- including the conservative Tax Foundation. On the other hand, Republican lawmakers cannot point to any credible studies showing that the 2017 tax cuts paid for themselves, or that this year's legislation will.
That has not stopped them from attacking the CBO, including with an absurd video from Sen. Tim Scott (South Carolina) that packs nine false claims into just 60 seconds. For example, Scott says the CBO committed major tax-scoring errors in the 1930s and 1960s -- even though the CBO did not exist until 1974. (Also, the "1930s" tax cuts he identifies occurred in the 1920s.)
The GOP's scapegoating of the agency is not merely rhetorical. Senate Republicans have promised to shatter long-standing precedent by overruling the CBO and writing in their own tax score on the Senate floor before the bill comes up for a vote -- which could be very soon. Republicans reportedly want to have the legislation passed by both houses and on the president's desk for signing by the Fourth of July. In asserting that their tax cuts are cost-free, Republicans can circumvent the congressional rules that prevent reconciliation bills from expanding long-term deficits. This will allow them to make the tax cuts permanent because reconciliation bills also cannot be filibustered, leaving Senate Democrats powerless in this instance.
As they do this, remember that the CBO itself is currently overseen by congressional Republicans. They set the CBO's rules and scoring guidelines. Yet rather than addressing their tax bill's exorbitant cost and poor design, Republicans are instead shooting their own messenger.
Republicans control the federal government. They have all the power necessary to change the scoring rules, pass the tax bill and treat its cost as merely a messaging problem. But ultimately, the deficit still rises, interest costs still bury the federal budget, and economic growth still weakens.
You can spin your political base, but you cannot spin the economy or the bond market. Those two are unforgiving -- and eventually voters might be, too.
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Iran's nuclear program is damaged -- not 'obliterated'
History shows airstrikes can delay enrichment. But only diplomacy can stop it.
By Max Boot | 2025-06-26

A satellite image shows airstrike craters covered with dirt at the Natanz Enrichment Facility in Iran on Tuesday. (Maxar Technologies/Reuters)


The  12-day war pitting Israel and the United States against Iran is over. Now the questions begin over what it did -- and did not -- accomplish.
The good news is that both Israel and the United States showed they can bombard Iranian nuclear facilities and other targets at will -- in the case of U.S. Operation Midnight Hammer, dispatching B-2 stealth bombers on an around-the-world flight to drop 14 30,000-pound bunker-busting bombs. Iran appears weaker and more vulnerable than ever. The aura of power it had used to intimidate its neighbors has been broken.
The U.S. military action might also put China, North Korea, Russia and other hostile regimes on notice not to mess with President Donald Trump. He is not averse to using military power as long as he avoids lengthy entanglements.
The further good news -- related to the first -- is that Iran's response was so ineffectual. This consisted of shooting long-range ballistic missiles at Israel and a few shorter-range missiles at the U.S. al-Udeid Air Base in Qatar. U.S. forces, warned in advance by Tehran, suffered no casualties, while Israel had 3,000 wounded and 28 dead. That's a terrible toll, but far less than worst-case estimates when Israel launched Operation Rising Lion.
If that's the extent of the Iranian retaliation, Israel and the United States can breathe a sigh of relief. But we should keep in mind that sometimes revenge can take time to arrive. In 1986, the Reagan administration congratulated itself for its success in bombing Libya, to punish Moammar Gaddafi for his support of terrorism, but two years later Libyan agents blew up Pan Am flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, killing 270 people. We need to remain on high alert for similar acts of Iranian terrorism in the future, given that nation's decades-long track record as the No. 1 state sponsor of terrorism.
Trump deserves credit for forcing Israel and Iran to declare a ceasefire on Tuesday, ensuring that this war did not drag on endlessly. But how much damage was done to the Iranian nuclear program remains a matter of intense debate. In announcing on Saturday night the airstrikes long before any bomb damage assessment had been conducted, Trump said that "Iran's key nuclear enrichment facilities have been completely and totally obliterated." He is sticking to that claim with his trademark vehemence even as evidence throws it into growing doubt.
On Tuesday, multiple media organizations reported on a leaked Defense Intelligence Agency report that estimated that the United States had set back the Iranian program by only a few months and that much of Iran's stockpile of highly enriched uranium had been moved before the attacks, with its current whereabouts unknown. Preliminary Israeli intelligence assessments conclude that the damage to the Iranian nuclear weapons program was more extensive -- enough to set back the program by several years.
The Institute for Science and International Security, a think tank founded by weapons expert David Albright, leaned closer to the Israeli assessment, writing that "Israel's and U.S. attacks have effectively destroyed Iran's centrifuge enrichment program. It will be a long time before Iran comes anywhere near the capability it had before the attack." But even Albright's report conceded: "There are residuals such as stocks of 60 percent, 20 percent, and 3-5 percent enriched uranium and the centrifuges manufactured but not yet installed at Natanz or Fordow. These non-destroyed parts pose a threat as they can be used in the future to produce weapon-grade uranium." So the Iranian program was not destroyed but merely degraded -- perhaps severely.
One former U.S. defense official warned me that Iran's response to the attacks may have been "so lame" because the mullahs could be considering using what remains of their nuclear material and centrifuge capacity to try to dash for a crude nuclear bomb. While it would be difficult and time-consuming for Iran to produce a nuclear warhead to fit atop a missile, it would be much faster and easier to explode a crude device in a test that would get the world's attention.
That's what North Korea did in its first nuclear test in 2006. The nuclear device that North Korea exploded was small and unsophisticated, but the test was successful enough for North Korea to be considered a nuclear weapons state -- making it unlikely that the United States would risk a preventative attack on its nuclear facilities.
If Iran were to now continue its nuclear program underground -- literally and figuratively -- there would be another relevant precedent for such a move: In 1981, Israel bombed Iraq's Osirak nuclear reactor. But rather than ending his nuclear program, Saddam Hussein accelerated it -- and it was not discovered by the world and stopped until the Gulf War of 1991. If Saddam hadn't invaded Kuwait, Iraq might have had a nuclear weapon by the mid-1990s.
History teaches that it is nearly impossible to eradicate a nuclear program by air power alone. Failing a ground invasion -- something that no one is contemplating in the case of Iran -- the only viable option to guarantee denuclearization is a binding international agreement. The irony is that President Barack Obama had negotiated just such an agreement with Iran in 2015 -- the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action -- but Trump foolishly pulled out of it in 2018, leading Iran to accelerate its enrichment of uranium.
The Iran nuclear deal had its flaws. But as long as Iran abided by it -- and there were international inspections to ensure that it did -- Tehran was prevented from moving toward a nuclear weapon for at least 15 years. Even the most optimistic scenarios of the damage achieved by U.S. and Israeli airstrikes suggest that they delayed the Iranian program by a much, much shorter length of time.
Trump promised in 2018 to negotiate a far tougher accord with Iran. He never has, and he now claims it is no longer necessary. He is wrong. At the end of the day, no matter how precisely bombs strike their "aim points," there is simply no substitute for diplomacy in dealing with Iran's nuclear ambitions.
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What the Democratic establishment should learn from Mamdani's win 
The state assemblyman's victory should compel his party to look inward in these ways. 
By Karen Tumulty | 2025-06-25

Democratic nominee for New York mayor, Zohran Mamdani, speaks at a June 25 primary election watch party. (David Delgado/Reuters)


New York City is a political ecosystem all its own, one that doesn't translate -- or set the direction -- for the rest of the country.
Consider how many of its modern mayors have been misled by the prominence -- and the hype -- that comes with their posts atop the nation's most self-important city. John Lindsay, Rudy Giuliani, Mike  Bloomberg and Bill de Blasio ranged across the political spectrum but had one thing in common: Once they got west of the Hudson River, their presidential aspirations turned to dust.
So on a national level, it's doubtful that the victory Tuesday of 33-year-old socialist Zohran Mamdani over former governor Andrew M. Cuomo in New York's Democratic mayoral primary, stunning as it was, will prove to be the pivotal moment both the left and the right are claiming.
Nor is it cause for the massive freak-out taking place among the party establishment.
I don't know how far Mamdani will get as he seeks to turn his agenda -- a rent freeze! free buses! government-run grocery stores! -- into reality. It's not even a sure thing that he will win the November general election. And his refusal to condemn the arguably antisemitic slogan "globalize the intifada" is troubling.
What's more, his victory comes amid trends in the other direction. It's worth remembering that only seven months ago, nearly every neighborhood in the city shifted toward Donald Trump in the presidential election. And in deep-blue metropolitan areas across the map, there has been a backlash against progressive governance in favor of harder-nosed policies on crime, homelessness and the delivery of basic services.
Still, there are messages Democrats should take from Tuesday's result. Chief among them is that candidate quality matters. Voters have lost their tolerance for being force-fed unappealing, deeply flawed candidates by their party's leadership.
Cuomo left the governor's office in disgrace four years ago amid credible allegations of sexual harassment by 11 women (which he denies). That he nonetheless garnered the endorsements of a raft of labor unions and party elders, including former president Bill Clinton, and got $24 million in support from the largest super PAC in city history, speaks to a breathtaking level of cluelessness.
All that energy and those financial resources would have been better spent on persuading Cuomo not to run. It is an echo of where the party went wrong in 2024 when its leadership acquiesced when an octogenarian of diminishing capacities sought a second term as president, until it became clear on a debate stage that Joe Biden simply wasn't up to it.
Any reasonable doubts voters had about electing a mayor of such little experience as a three-term state assemblyman were overcome both by the unpalatable alternative and by Mamdani's talent and optimism.
In contrast with Cuomo's joyless and unengaging campaign, Mamdani seemed to be everywhere. He also positioned himself as an antidote to the cynicism that has arisen around the ethics problems of the current mayor, Eric Adams, who will be on the ballot in November as an independent.
On Friday, Mamdani walked the length of Manhattan and produced a riveting campaign video of the New Yorkers he met along the way. "To everyone who pulls me aside to whisper, with the best intentions, 'You have already won,' I am sorry but the days of moral victories are over," he said in his narration.
And though his policies might not be the solution to the city's problems, he correctly identified the biggest one: the fact that it is increasingly unaffordable for people to live there.
"We have won because New Yorkers have stood up for a city they can afford," Mamdani said in his victory speech. "A city where they can do more than just struggle. One where those who toil in the night can enjoy the fruits of their labor in the day."
This is a message that smart Democrats across the board have been urging the party to embrace. Earlier this month, Rep. Mikie Sherrill, a far more centrist candidate, won the nomination for governor of New Jersey, running on what she called an "affordability agenda."
Most important of what establishment Democrats should take from Mamdani is the lesson he offers in addressing what is probably the party's biggest problem: reconnecting with younger voters.
Going into a panic about a candidate who calls himself a socialist isn't the answer. Instead, Democrats should take a hard look at their own brand, and why, instead of looking toward the future, they keep putting forward flawed and unacceptable figures from their not-so-glorious past.
What do the results of the Democratic mayoral primary say about the direction of New York City? The Post wants to know. Share your responses with Post Opinions, and they might be published in the Letters to the Editor section.
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Farewell for now
The Today's Opinions newsletter is going on hiatus.
By Drew Goins | 2025-06-25

Visitors view the sunset from the Jefferson Memorial on March 29, 2017. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


We have some great pieces today. There's the latest installment of the Federation of American Scientists' series on our new nuclear age, with a very timely top weaving in the events in Iran; I like to imagine the scientists scrambling in their lab coats (creative license, thank you!) to rework what they'd already written.
Speaking of Iran, David Ignatius explains why President Donald Trump was so confident U.S. intelligence was missing some of the picture on the bomb-building there. With the strike he ordered, might the president have brought peace to the Middle East? Dana Milbank, Jason Rezaian and analyst Emily Harding discuss on the latest "Impromptu" podcast. Security scholar Matthew Kroenig writes that at the very least, the president birthed the "Trump doctrine on nuclear nonproliferation" with his attack on Iran.
And speaking of countries whose names end in "-an" -- forgive me, after two and a half years of creative segues, I am out of gas -- policy expert and futurist James Pethokoukis writes that panicking countries should look to Japan for how to successfully handle falling birth rates.
Which leads me to the other bit of information today: The Today's Opinions newsletter is going on hiatus.  In the meantime, I hope you will sign up for the Opinions A.M. newsletter, which is our old-school list of links to our pieces, delivered each weekday. The journalism happening at Post Opinions, I believe, is great and good.
For now, thanks for reading, and keep it up.
Ever-turning world / Gently files the past away / In the junk folder
-- Drew Goins
P.S. A few of you wrote to me over the years that what I called haiku were really senryu. I suppose this is the time to say: You were right.
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We're Jews. Kristi Noem's war on Harvard doesn't protect us.
If the homeland security secretary wants to protect us, she should embrace real American values.
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-06-25

Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem speaks to reporters in the Oval Office on June 10. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Regarding Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem's June 24 op-ed, "Harvard flouted the rules. Now, it's getting a hard lesson.":
I take issue with Noem's op-ed, which berated Harvard for alleged antisemitism and threatened to revoke the Student and Exchange Visitor Program certification that allows the university to admit and enroll foreign students.
I am a Harvard degree holder, Class of 1964, as well as a Jew and a Zionist who supports a two-state solution. My automobile bears a sticker stating "I support Jewish college students." By this, I mean I support Jewish students who either support or oppose Israel's actions and tactics toward Palestinians in Gaza, the West Bank and Israel proper.
We do not need the federal government telling Harvard how to deal with students -- whether U.S. or foreign -- who peacefully express their views on public issues, do not threaten others with physical harm, and observe reasonable rules that ensure noninterference with the university's teaching and other educational procedures. These are the "American values" that matter, not some of those Noem espoused in her op-ed. Some students might be angry or outraged by the views peacefully expressed by their fellow students. That frustration is a part of life, and it is not something from which the government can protect them -- though of course colleges and the government have an obligation to keep all people safe from physical harm.
I would add two thoughts. Foreign students add immeasurably to the quality of the educational experience of all students, whether they remain in the U.S. or return to another country. And I believe that most of the unfortunate increase in hateful speech directed at Jews, including Jewish students, is not a product of antisemitism but a reaction to Israeli government policies and practices that have caused so much pain and suffering to Palestinians.
Elihu I. Leifer, Chevy Chase
Secretary Kristi L. Noem claimed in her recent op-ed both that Harvard is unsafe for students and fostered "antisemitic extremism," and that the Department of Homeland Security "reached out in good faith" before attempting to ban foreign students from campus.
As a Jewish student at Harvard Kennedy School, where more than half the students come to Cambridge from other countries, I want to share a different perspective. Yes, antisemitism is real. Yes, I know what it's like to feel afraid as a Jew.
But today, what scares me most is not knowing what illegal attempt Noem might make next in the name of antisemitism to suppress constitutional freedoms and target my classmates who have visas to study in the U.S. In April, more than 550 rabbis and cantors condemned the Trump administration for twisting Jewish safety to these ends. Noem should know better than to seemingly maintain that the administration represents all Jews' interests months later. And she certainly cannot speak for all Jews at Harvard.
This spring, when demand letters from the Trump administration began arriving both at Harvard and at federal agencies that have contracts with the university, my classmates and I read each one with growing concern. These did not seem like "good faith" efforts at negotiation -- a topic I study closely as a public policy student -- but threats to seize control of university hiring, admissions, governance, discipline and teaching.
The law is clear: Noem and President Donald Trump unconstitutionally retaliated against Harvard, attacking freedom of thought, expression and speech, and threatening the university with immediate, irreparable harm. This is the opinion of U.S. District Judge Allison Burroughs, who issued a preliminary injunction blocking the Trump administration's attempt to keep visa holders from coming to Harvard.
At Harvard Kennedy School, my closest friends come from Colombia, Germany and Singapore. They have enriched my learning and my life in countless ways. Our program would be shattered without them, and Harvard without its international students would become the epicenter of the Trump-fueled brain drain. Perhaps Noem needs a lesson in the economic benefits that foreign students bring to the entire nation, not just Harvard, and a refresher course on the First and Fifth amendments. And Harvard leadership should continue to stand against the unlawful actions of the Trump administration. Harvard students stand with them -- and we fully expect to prevail.
Daniela Schulman, Cambridge, Massachusetts
Of all the claptrap that emanates from the Trump administration, Kristi L. Noem's op-ed lecturing Harvard about antisemitism has its own place of dishonor. Speaking as an American Jew, I would like to tell her what makes me feel insecure:
What makes American Jews like me feel most threatened is using us as an excuse to impose draconian strictures on society and then, when there is blowback (and eventually there will be, if history is any guide), using Jews as a scapegoat. The political theater that President Donald Trump engages in about antisemitism is naked political opportunism.
Joyce Saadi, Gaithersburg
Student and Exchange Visitor Program compliance is a legitimate regulatory concern, but the public, punitive framing the Trump administration is using to explain its actions toward Harvard University -- especially when conveyed in an op-ed rather than a formal legal proceeding -- suggests the goal is more than enforcement. The aim also appears to be intimidation and humiliation.
The action comes in the context of culture-war grievances: Conservatives have criticized Harvard for its response to pro-Palestinian protests and for its perceived "wokeness."
Threatening the university's ability to enroll international students -- essential to its mission and funding -- looks a lot like retaliation, not neutral governance.
Robert Stewart, Chantilly
What exactly is Harvard's offense, according to Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem's strange and furious diatribe? Rampant antisemitism, she alleges. And what exactly does the secretary intend to do about it? She appears intent on strangling Harvard until it complies with ... something.
Ten percent of Harvard's undergraduates were Jewish as of 2023. Why would they enroll at Harvard if it was antisemitic? Its president, Alan Garber, is Jewish, for heaven's sake, and so are many of its faculty members.
The administration seems to see Harvard and its peer institutions as labs breeding a cultural virus that they believe infected the country with liberal and progressive anti-Trumpism. Noem appears to have appointed herself the germ-hunter who's going to eradicate the source of that epidemic. The secretary writes that Harvard has to decide whether to get with the program or be "an adversary to American values," by which she means MAGA values. But it's Harvard's values that are quintessentially American: the search for truth and knowledge and understanding.
The idea that Harvard should fall under the purview of DHS because it's a threat to our national security is laughable. This is not the department's business.
Bruce Carnes, Fairfax
It might be true that there are antisemitic students enrolled at Harvard University. I would be willing to bet, though I do not have proof, that this is true of virtually every university in the United States. The same goes for racism, anti-Muslim sentiment and other biases that might be present in our diverse nation.
But I'm curious: Did Harvard as an institution support the "Unite the Right" rally in Charlottesville in 2017? Did the university encourage protesters who opposed Israel's operations in Gaza to adopt ugly slogans or anti-Jewish language? I did not read any substantiation of Noem's statement that Harvard "encouraged and fostered antisemitic extremism."
Instead, did the university state that there is a right to peacefully express one's opinions, be they in support of gay pride, in opposition to Israel's actions, or for or against abortion?
I want to see proof that universities are encouraging a position before the university is punished for them.
Howard Pedolsky, Rockville
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Why we expect an earthquake in the 2026 midterms
Look to New Jersey or Virginia to see the future of the Democratic Party. 
By James Carville , Stanley B. Greenberg | 2025-06-25

Democratic gubernatorial candidates Mikie Sherrill of New Jersey and Abigail Spanberger of Virginia. (Jeenah Moon/Reuters; Mike Kropf/Richmond Times-Dispatch/AP) 


James Carville and Stanley B. Greenberg are co-founders of Democratic pollster Democracy Corps and co-authors of "It's the Middle Class, Stupid!"
Zohran Mamdani's expected victory in the Democratic primary for mayor of New York City is sure to advance the conventional wisdom that the Democratic Party faces two very difficult years ahead.
As the prevailing story goes, the party has high and growing disapproval. Its own voters see it as a party with weak leaders who don't get things done or lead on behalf of the middle class. And its primary voters pick candidates who appeal to the far left -- such as Mamdani, a democratic socialist -- not the mainstream electorate.
But the Democratic Party of New York City is not a microcosm of the nation. Recent trends leave us confident about Democrats. In primaries this month in New Jersey and Virginia, Democratic voters nominated moderate and progressive candidates for governor with broad appeal. Mikie Sherrill of New Jersey, a retired Navy helicopter pilot, and Abigail Spanberger of Virginia, a former CIA officer, each flipped Republican-held House seats in 2018. They made affordability their top priority.
The party's primary voters are the party. They've been picking candidates who are taking the Democratic Party in a different direction and by and large addressing its horrible brand problems.
Watch for an earthquake in the midterms.
In the past two years, no mainstream statewide candidate has lost to a challenger from the Bernie Sanders wing.  In fact, two members of "the Squad" -- Jamaal Bowman of New York and Cori Bush of Missouri -- lost their House seats in Democratic primaries last year.
The reason is the great majority of Democratic voters hate the activist, elite agenda that dominated the Democratic Party under President Joe Biden.
Biden's vision was shaped by President Donald Trump's reaction to the 2017 Charlottesville rally and police execution of George Floyd in 2020. Biden rightly called attention to long-standing racial injustices and the need for new policies to address them.
But he also embraced a critical view of American history that prioritized racial justice. The administration saw people through their group identities and created campaigns and policies that were unpopular and crowded out talking about economic issues and people's finances during an extended cost-of-living crisis.
Biden ended Trump's border policies and welcomed an increase in legal refugees. But when Biden dropped pandemic-era immigration restrictions, he lost control of the border. And Republican governors shipped the "illegal immigrants" to the volatile cities.
Eventually, Biden and Senate Democrats came to support bipartisan measures to control the border. But the Congressional Hispanic Caucus and activists opposed them. That position was out of touch with Hispanic voters who favored deporting the new undocumented immigrants in their cities. In a Democracy Corps poll in November, voters cited getting control of the border as their top reason for voting against Vice President Kamala Harris.
And activists and elites pushed the Biden administration to withhold federal funds from states that failed to introduce gender-neutral bathrooms and require that transgender athletes participate in women's sports. Yet half of Democrats said they want to ban it. They were warm or very warm to government "banning transgender male athletes participating in women's sports." And take note of this: Sixty percent of White Gen Z and about 70 percent of Black and Hispanic voters strongly supported government barring their participation.
As Black Lives Matter protests sometimes led to looting and attacks on police, activists and "the Squad" championed "defunding the police." The mantra haunted Democrats as cities faced growing violent crime during the pandemic. Voters thought Democratic mayors lost control of crime, violence and homelessness. And Democratic leaders lost the support of the police and law enforcement.
Crime and violence became increasingly important for Black and Hispanic voters. Democrats have had a base of strong electoral support among Black and Hispanic people, Gen Z, millennials and unmarried women. In an October poll by Democracy Corps, almost half of the Democratic base gave a "very cool" response to the phrase "defund the police."
These doubts are central to not only why Trump won but also why the Democratic Party is so unpopular with Democrats. That's the reason we are confident in the kind of leaders Democrats will nominate.
We salute Mamdani's running on affordability in the city and putting the cultural issues on a back burner. Republicans however won't leave them there. Democrats will get on with challenging the special interest agenda and winning.
Last year, Biden was unpopular with Gen Z and millennials who saw him and his party as out of touch. Biden presided over the end of critical support to households during the pandemic and spiking inflation, yet the diminished president never explained why.
In November 2024, there was a 15-point  gap between inflation and cost of living and the next problem on voters' minds. The unaffordable high prices sunk Biden. They are hurting Trump now.
In 2026, cost of living will concentrate the mind. Republicans are about to pass the One Big Beautiful Bill packed with tax cuts for big corporations, as they did in 2017 before the midterms. Voters think Republicans believe in "trickle-down economics," and that will set up a powerful choice for 2026.
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'Criminal immigrant' means whatever the administration says it means
Trump's deportation goals are being met by targeting non-criminal immigrants.
By Philip Bump | 2025-06-25
President Donald Trump being President Donald Trump, it certainly seems possible that he believed that the Maryland resident his administration shipped to a prison in El Salvador had "MS-13" tattooed on his knuckles, a tattoo that would strongly suggest the man's membership in the gang of the same name. As most other Americans are aware, however, that man, Kilmar Abrego Garcia, has no such tattoo. He has tattoos that were digitally labeled as representing M, S, 1 and 3 in a photo shared by the president, but that's no more convincing than it would be to stamp a photo of his face with "GUILTY."
The government's broader assertion that Abrego is a member of that gang appears to be only slightly less contrived.
"The government's evidence that Abrego is a member of MS-13 consists of general statements, all double hearsay, from two cooperating witnesses," U.S. Magistrate Judge Barbara D. Holmes wrote in a decision released on Sunday. She later added that "the government's evidence of Abrego's alleged gang membership is simply insufficient" for establishing that membership as credible, in part because some witness testimony contradicts the idea entirely.
And yet! In a letter first obtained by the New York Times on Tuesday, lawyers for former Justice Department attorney Erez Reuveni allege that government attorneys attempted to impugn Abrego as a criminal within days of his having been sent to El Salvador. (Abrego was belatedly returned to the U.S. from El Salvador to face federal charges in Tennessee -- charges that Holmes viewed as insufficiently indicative of his danger to the public to warrant keeping him in custody.)
According to that letter, the government on March 31 was preparing a brief aimed at explaining why Abrego was sent to El Salvador, given an immigration court ruling that he should not be. A senior Homeland Security official allegedly asked Reuveni if the brief "could make a number of factual allegations including that Mr. Abrego Garcia was an MS-13 'leader.'" Reuveni said that such a claim would need to be supported by evidence, evidence that the Department of Homeland Security did not provide.
On April 4, Reuveni appeared in court to concede that Abrego's removal was a mistake. After that hearing, Reuveni's attorneys indicate, he received a call from Assistant Attorney General Drew Ensign who asked why Reuveni "had not argued that Mr. Abrego Garcia was a terrorist." After Reuveni answered and the call ended, Ensign allegedly called back "a few minutes later asking similar questions and informing Mr. Reuveni that these inquiries were prompted by the White House."
The White House was soon publicly raising similar questions. As the public became aware of Abrego's arrest and deportation -- and of the family hoping for his return to them in Maryland -- the administration increased its efforts to paint Abrego as dangerous and deserving of his fate. On April 18, DHS began hyping a story alleging that Abrego was involved in human trafficking, a story that was ultimately fleshed out into the criminal charges in Tennessee.
Holmes's decision makes clear how dubious those charges are, including that they are heavily dependent on hearsay from unreliable witnesses. (Journalist Marcy Wheeler has a thorough breakdown of the Holmes ruling and the Tennessee allegations.) In fact, Holmes notes, one of the people alleging Abrego's involvement in smuggling immigrants across the country is "a two-time, previously-deported felon, and acknowledged ringleader of a human smuggling operation, who has now obtained for himself an early release from federal prison and delay of a sixth deportation by providing information to the government."
In other words, to justify having sent Abrego to El Salvador in the first place, the government has cobbled together a story about how he is a criminal (despite having previously acknowledged that he has no criminal record) and to do that they let an immigrant convicted of criminal charges leave prison early.
You might justifiably wonder why the government is going through all of this. Why not just return Abrego to his family and let the issue die down? One apparent reason is that Trump (and by extension his team) are incapable of admitting even an obvious error. But it's likely that a bigger reason is Trump's supporters were sold a bill of goods about the number of criminal immigrants in the U.S. and about Trump's ability to uproot them. So the Department of Homeland Security, under pressure from the White House, is substituting quantity for quality.
That's not my phrasing. It's the verbiage used by an Immigration and Customs Enforcement officer who spoke with the New York Post.
"Agents are desperate to meet the White House's high expectations, leading them to leave some dangerous criminal illegal migrants on the streets, and instead look for anyone they can get their hands on at the local Home Depot or bus stop," the Trump-friendly paper's Jennie Taer wrote, citing sources inside ICE. Other reports have identified White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller as the official pushing for this shift.
We can see it in public data about ICE detentions. At the end of the Biden administration, most of those in ICE detention who'd been arrested by ICE were immigrants with criminal convictions. More than 90 percent were either convicted or accused criminals. Now, nearly one-third of those arrested by ICE are people with no criminal records or charges at all.
When Trump took office in January, there were 10.3 immigrants with criminal convictions arrested and detained by ICE for every one with no record. Now, there are 1.2 criminals detained for every immigrant with no record.
Partly as a result of this aggressive approach, approval for Trump's handling of immigration has plunged. Among the Republicans who selected him as their 2024 presidential nominee and overwhelmingly backed his candidacy, though, support remains strong. In fact, as PRRI President Robert P. Jones put it last week: "It's virtually impossible to write a survey question about the treatment of immigrants that is too brutal for Republicans to support."
He pointed to three PRRI polls (from 2023, March and May) to bolster that point. Less than half of Americans thought in 2023 that potentially deadly deterrents should be put at the border to stop immigrants. Only about one-third thought this year that immigrants should be concentrated in military-run camps before deportation or that undocumented immigrants should be allowed to be sent to overseas prisons without being able to legally challenge those removals.
Nearly 4 in 5 Republicans expressed approval for those ideas.
This is not a response rooted in a sober appreciation for the sanctity of American immigration laws. For Trump and for many of his supporters it is instead a response centered on the idea that immigrants are dangerous or damaging to the United States. This is often framed through the lens of what's called "great replacement" theory; in PRRI's March poll, 3 in 5 Republicans agreed with the idea that "immigrants are invading our country and replacing our cultural and ethnic background."
Republican views of Trump and of the immigrants are intertwined: The latter are dangerous and Trump is doing the right thing by deporting them. That so many of them aren't dangerous criminals means stories about Mississippi kids begging for their father to be allowed home or a well-liked Missouri mom getting scooped up and held in custody. If you believe that these are the exceptions and not increasingly the rule, it's easier to go along with the program.
Many Americans will view the conservative majority on the Supreme Court's quiet approval of shipping immigrants to random countries without hearings as cracking open a worrisome door. Republicans, however, will probably accept Miller's insistence that it instead allows Trump to ship "illegal aliens convicted of rape, murder, homicide, assault, battery, crimes against children to any country around the world that is willing to accept them." While Americans broadly support deporting immigrants who've been convicted of serious crimes, we've also seen -- as in Abrego's case -- that the government makes and refuses to admit mistakes.
The Trump administration is seeking and often being given new authority to establish that immigrants are not allowed to be in the U.S. and to have them removed quickly and with little recourse. They insist that this is needed to boot the criminals the administration is targeting, but the administration is increasingly targeting non-criminals. And when non-criminals are improperly removed, the administration response isn't to fix its error but instead to insist that the noncriminal has been a criminal all along.
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At the NATO summit, fear of Trump dominates
European leaders tiptoed around hard questions to avoid provoking the U.S. president.
By Lee Hockstader | 2025-06-25

President Donald Trump looks on during a news conference at the NATO summit at The Hague on Wednesday. (Piroschka Van De Wouw/Reuters) 


PARIS -- Fear is the midwife of mendacity, and no one generates more fear in Europe than Donald Trump -- with the possible exception of his illiberal fellow traveler, Vladimir Putin.
So as the president met with Washington's NATO partners at The Hague for the alliance's annual summit, Europeans took pains to tiptoe around hard truths, and distort the damage he has already done, for fear of provoking America's strongman.
Who can blame them? Trump threatened to withdraw the United States from NATO in a dyspeptic snit at its summit in 2018. Had he carried that out, it would have shattered the alliance and left it unable to project credible deterrence.
Since then, he has waffled on Washington's adherence to NATO's Article 5 -- the touchstone pledge that an attack on any member will be treated as an attack on all -- with a frequency that suggests a nervous tic. He did so again on Tuesday as he headed for the summit, telling reporters who asked -- for the umpteenth time -- whether the U.S. remains committed to Article 5: "Depends on your definition."
The effect of Trump's serial subversion is to erode NATO's credibility, despite the brave face that alliance officials have been forced to put on things.
On Wednesday morning, as Trump and the alliance's 31 other leaders prepared to meet, Politico captured the anxiety in a pithy newsletter headline: "Will NATO survive the day?"
Little wonder, therefore, that just 28 percent of Western Europeans now regard the United States as a "somewhat reliable" ally that would protect them, according to a survey by the Institute for Global Affairs -- nearly a 50 percent drop from a year ago. Many Europeans, especially young people appalled at Trump's bullying, hope their own governments will stand up to him.
But something close to the opposite is happening. Rather than speaking truth to power, European leaders are quailing.
Granted, they have been forced by Trump's threats and harangue -- but equally, by Putin's full-scale invasion of Ukraine -- to pledge massive increases to paltry defense spending that has depleted most of the continent's armed forces since the Cold War. That's critically important, even if the timeline to build truly muscular militaries -- five to 10 years in most cases, even if the spending promises are kept -- is much too slow to impress Putin much.
But let's imagine how the continent's timorous leaders would like to challenge Trump were they not mainly focused on averting a presidential temper tantrum. Because, Europeans said ahead of the meeting, that was the summit's chief goal, along with formally pledging to more than double defense spending and related infrastructure as a percentage of gross domestic product in the long term.
Here's a sampling:
Those are among the concerns foremost in the minds of European leaders. But don't count on them having been aired, even sotto voce, at the NATO summit that ended on Wednesday.
Instead, there was obsequious praise from NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte and nothing (in public) but the most assiduous docility directed at the American leader. Thus does fear distort truth-telling. The effect, sadly, is to erode Western resolve and resilience.
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Kids still aren't showing up to school. Here's how to get them back.  
Chronic absenteeism remains far above pre-pandemic levels. After-school programs, later start times, and a cultural shift could put students back on track.
By Editorial Board | 2025-06-25

A hallway at Key Middle School in Springfield on June 11. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post) 


It has been three years since schools fully reopened after the covid-19 pandemic, and the U.S. education system continues to struggle. Reading and math scores lag -- and many kids still aren't showing up to school at all.
In 2019, before the pandemic, about 15 percent of K-12 students were chronically absent. In 2022, that number was almost twice as large. Even now, truancy rates remain well above pre-pandemic levels.
Pandemic-era economic turmoil -- caused by rising unemployment, then soaring prices -- disrupted family routines. Cash-strapped districts had to eliminate or shorten bus routes, making it harder for students to get to school.
But the pandemic also shifted American culture. The number of religious affiliates who attended weekly services dropped from 38 percent between 2011 and 2013 to 30 percent between 2021 and 2023.
Likewise, hybrid work culture appears here to stay. According to Moody's, a credit-rating and financial services firm, the office vacancy rate in New York City remains far above 2019 levels, and it is projected to rise slightly further over the next year. Cellphone data on foot traffic to commercial office buildings shows that nationwide office visits remain similarly depressed.
For schools, remote learning was particularly disruptive. Optional attendance became the norm. Kids got used to logging into classes from the sofa, attendance policies were lax and accountability for skipping school was limited. Hybrid work in some industries might make sense. For schools, it directly worsens outcomes.
School districts with lower rates of chronic absenteeism saw greater post-pandemic learning recovery from 2022 to 2024. The more students showed up, the more districts caught up to pre-pandemic levels in math. By the same token, students can't recover the learning lost during the pandemic if they don't make it into the classroom.
Expanding after-school programs can help. When students have something to look forward to at school -- debate team, basketball practice, theater -- they're more likely to show up to class. A national evaluation of 21st Century Community Learning Centers, a federally funded program supporting extracurricular learning programs in high-poverty schools, found that 3 out of 5 students who had been chronically absent the previous year improved their attendance after joining an after-school program.
School districts can also eliminate super-early start times. Early schedules are a holdover from America's past, and both the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have long advocated that schools set bell times at middle and high schools no earlier than 8:30 a.m. Later starts help students get more sleep, which improves performance and reduces health risks, and they are often correlated with better attendance and less tardiness.
Some kids, however, will remain absent. School districts, parents and teachers must consciously rebuild the norm that attendance is nonnegotiable.
Districts should identify and track early-warning indicators that detect struggling students most at risk of chronic truancy. That would allow schools to send notifications to guardians to improve their children's attendance. Districts could also provide them access to mentoring programs. In New York City, one such program significantly improved students' attendance rates.
A recent Post analysis found that D.C. hasn't been doing enough to enforce attendance policies. The city's child welfare agency investigated just 5 percent of the truancy referrals it received over the past three school years. When government officials do show up at truant students' homes, they must be ready to troubleshoot issues such as transportation, scheduling or health care access.
Fix attendance, and tutoring, counseling and curriculum reforms have a chance to repair learning loss; ignore it, and every other investment leaks away with each empty seat.
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New York Democrats ignored party elders and chose the better candidate
Zohran Mamdani's apparent win in NYC's mayoral primary is a triumph for young progressive voters.
By Perry Bacon | 2025-06-25

Zohran Mamdani, a Democratic candidate for mayor of New York, poses for photos with supporters early Wednesday morning after his opponent, former New York governor Andrew M. Cuomo, conceded defeat in the primary election. (Heather Khalifa/AP) 


It was the best version of the Democratic Party: a political upstart with fresh ideas coming out of nowhere and building a base of super-enthusiastic supporters. It was also the worst version of the Democratic Party: old-guard politicians and the super-wealthy joining forces to try to block the newcomer in favor of a veteran insider best known for his pettiness and poor treatment of women.
The more youthful, optimistic version won.
New York state Rep. Zohran Mamdani's apparent victory over ex-governor Andrew M. Cuomo in Tuesday's Democratic primary for mayor of New York probably doesn't tell us much about the future of the Democratic Party or its prospects in 2026 or 2028. But it was a triumph for the party's younger and more progressive factions and a significant defeat for some of its moderates.
Though no winner has been officially declared, Cuomo, 67, has already conceded that Mamdani, 33, will almost certainly win the primary after tabulations are finished in the city's ranked-choice voting system. But that doesn't guarantee Mamdani will be elected mayor, even though New York  is heavily Democratic. Incumbent Mayor Eric Adams, a longtime Democrat, is running as an independent in the November general election. Cuomo might do the same.
Though there is an official Republican candidate (Curtis Sliwa), the real danger for Mamdani is if New York's super-rich coalesce around Adams or Cuomo and put tens of millions of dollars behind them, hoping to get the city's Republican and conservative Democratic voters to join forces to oppose the more progressive Mamdani.
Mamdani has cleared the first hurdle, though, in winning the Democratic primary. And that wasn't easy. Cuomo was a formidable opponent, even though his tenure as governor ended in disgrace in 2021 after New York's attorney general released a report detailing numerous alleged incidents of Cuomo either touching women without their consent or making inappropriate remarks to them. Cuomo has long, deep connections to New York voters from his time as governor and attorney general, and from his father's stints as secretary of state, lieutenant governor and governor.
And as the prospect of Mamdani winning the primary became clear, former New York mayor Mike Bloomberg, former president Bill Clinton and Rep. James E. Clyburn (D-South Carolina) all declared their support of Cuomo, while the editorial board of the New York Times advised against voting for Mamdani. Perhaps more important, Bloomberg and other wealthy New Yorkers opened their checkbooks, putting millions into a super PAC that ran constant anti-Mamdani and pro-Cuomo television commercials in the days before the election.
Centrists and more establishment figures in the party slammed Mamdani for his youth, his criticisms of the Israeli government and his past use of the "defund the police" slogan. They argued that elevating a progressive figure such as Mamdani to a high-profile post like New York mayor would hurt the Democratic Party nationally in the 2026 and 2028 elections. They cast his ideas, such as freezing rent in rent-stabilized apartments and creating publicly run grocery stores, as impractical and unrealistic. They said progressive mayors are bad at running cities, citing the struggles of Chicago's Brandon Johnson.
I was disappointed that party elders such as Clinton and Clyburn were willing to use their credibility to boost someone as mean, petty and scandal-plagued as Cuomo, and I assumed the anti-Mamdani campaign would succeed. Versions of these arguments were successfully wielded by centrist Democrats to defeat Sens. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) and Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts) in recent presidential primaries and members of "the Squad" in congressional races last year. They were also invoked in December when House Democrats chose Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Virginia) over Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) to be the top Democrat on the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee, even though Connolly had esophageal cancer. (He eventually died in office.)
Why did the centrists' anti-left tactics fail this time? I suspect that Democratic voters in New York, to their credit, were willing to look past whatever doubts they had about Mamdani and decide that an untested, left-wing 33-year-old is still better than Cuomo, perhaps the most Trump-like figure in the Democratic Party. It's unfortunate but true that Democratic voters probably have better judgment and stronger values than Clyburn and Clinton.
The other factors are that Mamdani isn't just any leftist, and 2025 is a unique time in American politics. Though the Democratic Party leadership seems wary of confronting President Donald Trump or saying anything bold on any issue, Mamdani has core convictions. He has sharply criticized the Immigration and Customs Enforcement raids happening in cities across the country, including New York. He didn't walk back his criticisms of the Israeli government's treatment of Palestinians, even as they complicated his path to victory in a city with a sizable Jewish population. His progressive values probably rallied college-educated "resistance" Democratic voters to him.
At the same time, Mamdani largely focused on the issues of cost and affordability, helping him appeal to low- and middle-income voters most concerned with making ends meet. He also campaigned aggressively and everywhere, from centrist podcasts to Black churches. And he backtracked from positions that were not electorally tenable, such as defunding the police.
Mamdani's victory suggests that a disciplined candidate and smart tactics can overcome the disadvantages progressive candidates often face, particularly their opponents' getting massive support from the wealthy.
That said, Mamdani's apparent victory doesn't mean progressives are going to start winning Democratic primaries everywhere or that Ocasio-Cortez has a great chance of being the party's presidential nominee in 2028. Muslim socialists in their 30s probably aren't the future of the Democratic Party. But after Tuesday, neither is Andrew M. Cuomo -- thank goodness.
The Post wants to know: What do the results of the Democratic mayoral primary say about the direction of New York? Share your responses with Post Opinions, and they might be published in the Letters to the Editor section.
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Will you please kill these phrases? Free for All editors answered your questions.
This live chat with readers began at 1 p.m. ET on June 25. Read the transcript.
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-06-26
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CWG Live updates: Hot again today with some storms and a flood watch; much cooler Friday
Heat advisory today from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. After a much cooler Friday, the weekend trends warmer as daily storm chances continue.
By David Streit, Ian Livingston, Dan Stillman, Jeffrey Halverson, Maura Judkis, Jason Samenow | 2025-06-26
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: The humidity today may be the highest of the heat wave, as afternoon highs in the mid-90s feel like 105 or so. Heat advisory runs through 7 p.m. Some spots could see a heavy thunderstorm, mainly after 3 p.m., which is when a flood watch begins.
What's next? The heat wave finally breaks tomorrow with highs in the upper 70s to mid-80s. But we're back up to near 90 this weekend as daily storm chances continue.
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Where each D.C. Council member stands on the Commanders RFK stadium deal
At least seven lawmakers are needed for Mayor Muriel E. Bowser's RFK stadium deal with the team to proceed.
By Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright, Nick Mourtoupalas | 2025-06-26
Before the Washington Commanders can build a $3.7 billion stadium development at the decaying RFK Stadium site, the deal has to go through the D.C. Council.
In the weeks since Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) unveiled the terms of the deal with the Commanders -- including over $1 billion in taxpayer funds for the development -- lawmakers have largely signaled that they plan to approve the stadium development.
But not before making their mark on it.
Lawmakers are exploring changes to the terms Bowser reached with the Commanders ranging from rethinking parking garages, seeking a strong project labor agreement to ensure well-paying union jobs for District residents and capturing more revenue for D.C. generated at the stadium.
Bowser and the Commanders wanted the council to approve the deal by July 15, the deadline laid out in the terms they negotiated -- but lawmakers have said that's not realistic and are planning to take more time. Bowser has turned up the pressure on lawmakers, worrying that D.C. could lose out on the opportunity with the Commanders if the council does not move more quickly. But for a multi-decade, multi-billion-dollar development, lawmakers insist that they need to do more due diligence.
On Tuesday, D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) introduced a stand-alone RFK Stadium bill identical to Bowser's proposal, which he said would allow the council to "complete its due diligence" and hold a public hearing. The council is also awaiting a financial analysis on the impact of various tax abatements offered to the Commanders as part of the deal, which it expects by mid-July.
Mendelson said that he would plan to hold a vote on the proposed deal "as soon as possible" after a public hearing, which his staff said would be held July 29 for the public and on July 30 for the team and government officials.
"No one should infer from the introduction of this bill that funding in the Mayor's proposed budget for the Washington Commanders Football Team is in jeopardy," Mendelson wrote in a statement accompanying the bill, noting that capital funds for the stadium remain in the budget expected to be approved in July.
All but one council member have either committed to supporting the stadium development with public investment or are contemplating specific changes to the terms that would get them to a yes vote. Here are the conditions, requests or concerns that lawmakers are raising before they vote on the deal.
Some council members count themselves among the more enthusiastic supporters of the stadium -- but even lawmakers who say they will vote yes have additional requests.
Kenyan R. McDuffie (I-At Large)
McDuffie said he wants firmer guarantees that the project will bring well-paying union jobs to D.C. residents, along with skilled apprenticeships and contracts for local women-owned and minority-owned businesses. He also wants a "strong, sustainable, enforceable community benefits agreement," he said, as well as efforts to make sure that D.C.'s youth can "see themselves reflected" in both the development and the local sports economy Bowser is trying to build.
Anita Bonds (D-At Large)
Bonds says she wants the Commanders to pay for a portion of the $89 million SportsPlex that Bowser has proposed for the site; the facility, to be run by D.C.'s Department of Parks and Recreation, could contain youth sports amenities like an Olympic-size indoor pool and indoor track, the mayor has said.
Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2)
Pinto said she wants the deal to include guaranteed job opportunities for people returning from jail or prison, a grass field and digital signage to leave room for women's soccer games at the new stadium and a commitment to honoring the late Robert F. Kennedy Sr. She also said she opposes Bowser's plan to fund the stadium by extending a tax on businesses that was supposed to expire once the Nationals Park bonds were paid off -- but has not so far been able to identify an appropriate alternate funding stream.
Wendell Felder (D-Ward 7)
Felder, who represents residents nearest the stadium, said in a written statement to The Washington Post that "I fully support the RFK stadium deal," calling it a "once-in-a-generation opportunity" that the council should not delay a vote. He said he is working hard to "ensure the deal delivers more than a stadium." "Whether it's quality jobs with livable wages, youth programming, or access to small business and workforce opportunities -- Ward 7 must see real, tangible benefits." To strengthen the deal, he said he wants to see a firmer timeline for when housing will be constructed at the RFK site, along with set-aside opportunities for business owners who live in Ward 7. He also said he supports a project labor agreement and is open to discussing the details with his colleagues.
Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D)
Mendelson earlier this month gave his clearest signal yet that the council would likely approve the deal, saying in a statement that the body would "move forward quickly to analyze the Mayor's terms, improve the deal where possible for taxpayers, and approve a new football stadium."
He has been less clear about his personal position. Historically opposed to taxpayer funds for a football stadium, Mendelson said at a news conference earlier this month that he was not yet prepared to put the deal up for a vote. "It would not be fair to the taxpayers," he said. Mendelson is awaiting an analysis of the deal the council commissioned, and he said in an interview that he needs more time to analyze the revenue projections the mayor has touted and suggest improvements that could save taxpayers money.
Matthew Frumin (D-Ward 3)
Frumin said he needs more information before staking a position, preferring to wait for the results of the council-commissioned analysis. In the meantime, he said he wants to explore some adjustments, including changes to the placement of parking garages, which for now would both be adjacent to the Kingman Park neighborhood. "Is there something more creative we can do to better use the space?" he said in an interview, wondering if more options for belowground parking could allow the space on top to be put to good use.
Frumin also said he wants to explore the idea of green-energy requirements on construction, and whether there could be more accountability attached to the affordable-housing requirements to ensure the housing is delivered on time. He is also among the seven council members who sent a letter to Commanders ownership demanding a project labor agreement that guarantees union jobs not only for the stadium but also for the new restaurants and hotels.
Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4)
Lewis George said while she can get behind funding basic infrastructure work, she does not support a $1 billion-plus price tag for taxpayers and wants the topline contribution to come down. She said she'll also be looking for firmer details about the affordable-housing plan and how it will be funded, and signed the same letter seeking strong union protections on the other elements of the development project.
Numerous lawmakers have framed the mayor's proposed terms as a bad deal for taxpayers that needs improvement, whether seeking less taxpayer investment or greater revenue from the development. They each are also signatories of the project labor agreement letter.
Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large)
White was skeptical that the full costs to taxpayers were reflected in the $1 billion topline figure, pointing out that other potential public costs such as in affordable-housing production or debt repayment are not included. While questioning top city officials during a hearing last week, he said it's not a good deal when so much revenue from sources such as ticket sales, merchandise and parking would go to the team or be reinvested back into the stadium instead of into D.C. coffers to invest in other services and programs. "I don't want to give people the impression that somehow we'll be able to pay for teachers with this money," he said.
Jenny Reed, director of the D.C. Office of Budget and Performance Management, said while it is true that about $1.4 billion over 30 years is expected to go into a special RFK fund for stadium maintenance and related costs, she said $974 million is expected to go into the general fund from other revenue sources, such as hotel stays and income tax on employees working at different venues around the stadium.
White said among his conditions to get to a yes vote would be more advantageous revenue-sharing agreement for the city, and that the Commanders move their business headquarters to D.C., which would benefit the city through taxes.
Christina Henderson (I-At Large)
Henderson said she does not support the mayor's agreement with the Commanders that the team would only have to pay $1 a year to lease the stadium and other commercial parcels from the District, unlike at other sports venues like Nationals Park or Capital One Arena.
She also said the parking arrangements need to be rethought, both where and how they are built and who gets the revenue generated by them. She wondered if the garages could be spread out to "lessen the blow" and traffic for nearby residents. Right now, the team, which would operate the parking garages, would get all the revenue from the parking garages, while the District would invest over $350 million in constructing them. "Why would I not get any parking revenue from the parking garages that I'm paying for?" Henderson said.
Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5)
Parker has made several requests that he said are essential to win his support. Parker wants to see the team set up a dedicated education fund for Wards 5, 7 and 8 and a commitment that existing revenue-generating events at RFK will continue. He is also calling on the mayor to make good on a tentative agreement she had struck with Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah) when the RFK bill was moving through the Senate to invest District dollars in National Park Service land in the city equivalent to the value of the stadium land.
"On principle we shouldn't have to invest in NPS land, but since the agreement was made and there is such disrepair to NPS land properties across the District, it is an opportunity to advance in some areas, like in Fort Totten Park," Parker said.
Charles Allen (D-Ward 6)
A longtime stadium foe, Allen said he was pushing for eight to 10 changes that could get him in the yes camp. For starters, "There's no scenario where they can't pay rent. That's ridiculous." He also opposed 8,000 parking spots, wanting to see instead more like 2,000 spots and the bulk of the parking garage money instead going to expand Metro capacity, such as a new station at Oklahoma Avenue NE and Benning Road. Like Frumin, Allen also wants more accountability associated with the affordable-housing requirements and a firm timeline for completion.
Allen also bristled at various sales tax exemptions within the stadium, such as for personal seat licenses. "Why? The team doesn't get any of that sales tax revenue -- it's just us giving up our own sales tax revenue," he said.
Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1)
Nadeau said she firmly opposes a stadium. "If we don't spend any local dollars, I would consider it," she said. "I'm not sure we need to vote on it."
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Dating in D.C. is hard. Her friends hoped 'pitching' her would help.
The slog of single life has never been easy in Washington. Last year, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce named D.C. America's "loneliest town."
By Sophia Solano | 2025-06-26

Iggy Rivera pitches Tiffany Flemming, center, at a Pitch-A-Friend event at Royal Sands Social Club in D.C. on June 19. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


The bar is lively, a hot swelter of packed-in bodies and snippets of half-shouted chatter surrounding the group of women who have come here with a singular mission.
They're here to "pitch" Tiffany Flemming, a 28-year-old bachelorette and their best friend, to a room of eligible men -- via a slideshow presentation.
The rules of Pitch-a-Friend are simple: a presenter stands in front of a bar and uses a slide deck projected on a big screen to convince other singles why they should date their friend, who is more often than not slouched with embarrassment on a nearby stool. Similar events have been held in other cities across the United States, and D.C.-area bars started hosting them last year.
Flemming, wearing a celery-colored flowy sundress, scans the crowded event space at Southwest Washington's Royal Sands Social Club as her friend Iggy Rivera adjusts her hair. Her body glitter catches the bar lights. On first glance, none of the men here seem quite her type.
Flemming has subscribed to dating apps: Bumble, Hinge, Raya and others where first-name-only strangers ghosted her after a first date. She's collected Instagram handles. She's signed up for in-person singles events.
"Dating has driven me to therapy," she sort of jokes.
The slog of single life has never been easy in transient, ambitious Washington. Last year, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce named D.C. America's "loneliest town" based on the number of residents who live alone -- people like Flemming, who have their own apartments, cars and pets, who went to graduate school before they were old enough to drink.
"I've just become more and more independent, because that's what I've needed to do," she says. "And it seems like some men don't really like that."
That's why Flemming, who has two degrees and a job in tech, hasn't been in a relationship since she moved here in 2019.
She hopes tonight could change that. Maybe the man she's looking for -- communicative, passionate, loyal -- is in the crowd. What does she have to lose?

Iggy Rivera and Genesis Pitts chat with Flemming. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


But she's trying not to think about what's at stake. Her friends make that easy. One of them has been on a scouting mission for available men, and rushes up to Flemming.
"He's a lawyer!" she reports. "Money! A career! Handsome!"
"My handsome is different than your handsome," Flemming says with a laugh.
"I think you'd think he's cute."
She grabs her hand and drags Flemming through the throng.
"This is the worst day of my life," Flemming mutters. She's smiling, but she's getting nervous. She was supposed to be the fifth single pitched, but the organizer has already reached slideshow eight or nine.
"They're saving her for the grand finale," Rivera says.
Rivera and Flemming are the type of friends who go out dancing at night and sweat out the hangover together the next morning at a CorePower class. For Flemming's upcoming birthday, they're flying to Walt Disney World, where they'll "drink around the world" at Epcot in matching Mickey Mouse jerseys. Tonight, Rivera will try to convince a room full of strangers to date her.
Flemming breaks away from the men. "I need you to get me a little drunk," she tells Rivera.
"We're working on it," her friend responds, turning to the bartender to order another tequila ginger ale.

Genesis Pitts and Flemming. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


After a few more slideshows, it's Flemming's turn. She perches on a stool like an auction prize, fiddling with an earring. Her back is straight, her smile wide.
Behind her, a blown-up picture smiles from the title screen. "Introducing ... Tiffany!" the text says. "Fluent in three languages: adventure, loyalty, and love!"
Rivera lists off her stats: 5 foot 9. Born in Queens, raised in Florida. Read 50 books in a year. Traveled to 14 countries.
"We know that passport is stamped," Rivera tells the room. "Now she's looking for someone who's worth the return trip."
After the presentation, Flemming and Rivera find their group. The minutes pass slowly as Flemming waits for suitors to approach. She's worried no one will bite, she says.
Until one does. He's taller than she (a must) and well-groomed (a double-must). Flemming's friend Genesis Pitts catches her eye over the man's shoulder and gives her a hesitant thumbs up, brows raised: code for "Are you okay?"
"Do you like him?"
Flemming nods. She does.
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D.C. Council committee votes to reverse Pinto proposal on violence program
Council member Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2) faced criticism about her previous proposal to move violence interruption to the attorney general's office.
By Jenny Gathright | 2025-06-26

D.C. Council member Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2) had proposed eliminating funding for the mayor's violence interruption program but put forward a new plan that would instead cut the attorney general's program. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


D.C.'s Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement, the city violence prevention agency that was potentially on the D.C. Council's chopping block this week, may live to see another day.
Less than 48 hours after D.C. Council member Brooke Pinto proposed eliminating the violence prevention office under D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) while keeping a separate program in the attorney general's office, the Ward 2 Democrat put forward a new plan following criticism from fellow lawmakers, along with the mayor and attorney general.
Pinto's new proposal, advanced out of the public safety committee on Wednesday, would essentially do the opposite of her initial plan: keep the mayor's beleaguered Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement (ONSE), while scrapping funding for the attorney general's separate violence interruption program.
The budget saga over the future of D.C.'s violence interruption programs -- subject to further debate until the council's final budget vote in about a month -- has underscored the deep tensions in the city over stewardship of ONSE. The agency has faced scrutiny from lawmakers and the public after being ensnared in a bribery scandal last year. Pinto, in proposing to dissolve the office entirely, also cited concerns about its effectiveness.
"There have been significant past deficiencies in performance and service delivery at the Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement," Pinto said during a council hearing Wednesday morning.
But, she added, her proposal to eliminate the office was met with widespread concern, so her team worked overnight to cobble together a $21 million proposed budget for ONSE and secure a signed agreement from Bowser administration officials to better manage it.
"We can't just cover our eyes and say, let's just keep doing things the exact way it's been going and hope that things improve -- that's not going to work," Pinto told her fellow public safety committee members. "So I've agreed to reconstitute this agency because you all asked me to do so, with commitments from the executive, but we have to move forward slightly differently."
The council is scheduled to take its final vote on the budget in late July. Lawmakers at Wednesday's hearing said they would work in the meantime to further alter the violence interruption plan and budgets, as at least two lawmakers left the hearing unsatisfied with the changes.
The District's dual violence intervention setup dates from 2018, when Bowser and then-Attorney General Karl A. Racine (D) each launched their own programs -- the mayor through ONSE, and Racine through a program called Cure the Streets. Each initiative hired people with credibility in neighborhoods plagued by gun violence, employing them to reach people at most risk of using guns and stop cycles of retaliatory shootings.
After Pinto assumed leadership of the council's public safety committee, she made it her mission to merge the two programs, seeing the arrangement as inefficient and uncoordinated. Council member Kenyan R. McDuffie (I-At Large) has also proposed merging the violence interruption programs in an independent agency.
But even after a year of talks with Pinto's office, parties could not agree on a detailed merger plan, according to a letter Attorney General Brian L. Schwalb (D) sent to council members Tuesday.
Schwalb came out in opposition to Pinto's plan to dissolve ONSE on Tuesday, taking issue with that proposal because it would have eliminated ONSE's violence intervention program while not giving Cure the Streets any new resources to expand. Schwalb also opposes Pinto's new plan -- because now, his violence interruption program stands to be cut.
"This proposal simply eliminates Cure The Streets," Schwalb said in a statement Wednesday. "I am concerned that this rushed proposal will not result in effective violence interruption in the District, with the rigorous oversight that is critical to both improving public safety and ensuring tax dollars are being used effectively."
Some lawmakers are also still unsatisfied with the new proposal.
McDuffie voted to advance the public safety budget out of committee but said he expected future changes -- including additional funding for the Pathways Program, a ONSE initiative that provides job training, subsidized employment and other services to people at high risk of being victims or perpetrators of gun violence.
"To eliminate the Cure the Streets program," he said, "sets the violence prevention work in the District of Columbia back by at least a decade."
Council member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), citing the reductions to Cure the Streets and the Pathways Program, voted against advancing the public safety budget out of committee to the full council.
"This will ultimately not work towards our city's goals and moving us forward with public safety and gun violence in mind," Allen said, noting that dozens of Cure the Streets employees would lose their jobs if the proposal goes forward.
ONSE has faced scrutiny over its effectiveness in reducing violence and its compliance and oversight, particularly after a council member, a former top ONSE official and an executive director of one of its violence prevention grantees were entangled in bribery cases. After those indictments, Bowser administration officials vowed to make changes at the agency.
The D.C. government initiated an investigation of ONSE after the arrest last year of then-council member Trayon White Sr. (D-Ward 8) on bribery allegations related to violence interruption grants. It found issues with recordkeeping, grant-making and monitoring, including that the agency had awarded noncompetitive grants without proper justification.
In her committee report released Monday, Pinto expressed concerns about ONSE that led her at the time to believe the attorney general's office was the best home for violence interruption.
After visiting multiple violence interruption sites and hearing from violence interrupters, "the Committee heard troubling concerns about the lack of guidance that was offered from ONSE compared to the ongoing support received from" the attorney general's office, the report said.
Ahead of Wednesday's hearing, Pinto asked top Bowser administration officials to sign an agreement before she reversed her plan to eliminate ONSE. The officials, City Administrator Kevin Donahue and Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice Lindsey Appiah, agreed to adopt an evidence-based violence interruption model at ONSE, develop a more robust data collection system and establish an advisory team of experts to monitor ONSE's effectiveness.
Meagan Flynn contributed to this report.
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HUD to move to Virginia as Trump seeks to 'rightsize' federal presence in D.C.
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development will move to a building in Alexandria that currently houses the National Science Foundation.
By Katie Shepherd, Laura Vozzella, Rachel Siegel, Teo Armus, Meagan Flynn | 2025-06-25

The Robert C. Weaver Federal Building -- the Department of Housing and Urban Development's headquarters -- in D.C. (Amanda Voisard/The Washington Post)


The Trump administration announced on Wednesday that the Department of Housing and Urban Development will be the first major federal agency to relocate its headquarters outside of D.C., part of a larger plan to restructure the federal government's real estate footprint.
HUD Secretary Scott Turner, Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) and Michael Peters, commissioner of the General Services Administration's Public Buildings Service, said at a news conference that the agency will move 2,700 workers from a building in such a state of disrepair that the ceiling appears to be crumbling to a more modern building in the city of Alexandria.
While it's just across the Potomac River from D.C., the move could help Youngkin and his Republican allies portray Trump's actions as an economic boon to Virginia in advance of the swing state's race for governor this year and the 2026 congressional races.
"At every turn, this commonwealth has proven that we are strong, we are dynamic and we are winning," Youngkin said, delivering a campaign-style speech at the news conference, where he was later presented with a "HUD  Virginia" sign.
But some prominent Virginia economists expect that Trump's broader actions to slash the federal workforce and government contracting will ultimately cost the state jobs overall.
The decision to move HUD to a building that already houses the National Science Foundation -- displacing about 1,800 workers without a clear plan for where they will end up -- also drew attention to the ways deep federal spending cuts have undermined federal research while upending the capital region's economy.
"This callous disregard for taxpayer dollars and NSF employees comes after the Administration already cut NSF's budget, staff and science grants and forced NSF employees back into the office," the American Federation of Government Employees (AFGE) Local 3403, which represents many of those NSF employees, said in a statement.
The White House has indicated a desire to move federal agencies away from the District, and Trump set an April deadline for proposals to relocate federal agencies to "less-costly parts of the country." Peters said the HUD relocation is part of the administration's efforts to "rightsize" the federal workforce and save money for the taxpayer, including about $500 million in deferred maintenance on the Robert C. Weaver Federal Building, built in 1968, that currently hosts the agency's headquarters near L'Enfant Plaza in D.C.
Turner made it an early priority to relocate HUD's headquarters, which many career staffers agreed were in need of major repairs. Multiple buildings were under consideration over the past few months, including a space in the District previously occupied by the U.S. Agency for International Development, and others in Virginia, according to staff. Turner prioritized new, updated spaces and seemed less keen on making repairs to the existing building in downtown D.C.
"We were very deliberate and very serious about our search," Turner said Wednesday.

The headquarters of the National Science Foundation in Alexandria, Virginia. (U.S. National Science Foundation)


Still, news of the switch to the NSF building came as a surprise to HUD staffers when it began disseminating the information Tuesday night.
At the standing-room-only announcement Wednesday, a video presentation showed broken elevators and other areas in disrepair at the agency's current headquarters, set against pristine, bright angles of the new location. Officials touted a "new golden age of HUD," saying the move would save hundreds of millions of dollars and reinvigorate the department.
Turner also said during a staff meeting earlier Wednesday that "the Weaver Building is not decent, it's not safe, it is not sanitary" -- a reference to housing standards set by Congress. At one point, he said he was nearly hit in the head when a brick fell from the ceiling in his office. "But thank God, by his grace, I'm still standing with you today," he said, according to a recording of the session obtained by The Washington Post.
The move will displace the NSF, which has faced massive spending cuts under the Trump administration. Administration officials on Wednesday did not say where NSF workers would end up, but Peters said the search for a new location would aim to minimize disruption to those employees' lives and work.
There's broad agreement that HUD's office is in need of repairs, and staffers aren't uniformly opposed to moving. But multiple employees expressed concerns about what the move would mean for NSF staff and said HUD's announcement was thin on details, including a concrete timeline.
The frustration added to broader discontent at HUD, the backbone of the federal government's housing policy. Since Trump's inauguration, the department has sought to slash funding for fair-housing efforts, rental assistance, housing vouchers and homelessness prevention. So many staffers took the second-round buyout offer that officials are trying to get people to voluntarily move into vacant roles.
The anger among NSF workers was on display after the announcement, when Turner visited the building and was greeted by chants of "We won't go" by staff members.
The AFGE local said that it had not been briefed on the relocation but that its members had heard that the plan included a private elevator, multiple parking spaces and a personal gym for the HUD secretary. The union accused Turner of prioritizing his own comfort over responsible government spending.
On Wednesday, Turner dismissed those allegations as "ridiculous" and "not true."
"I didn't come to government to get nice things," he said. "This is about HUD employees, to have a safe place, a nice place to work."
The move could be a loss for D.C. -- although city leaders have also been exploring whether the disposal of certain federal buildings could pose real estate opportunities for the city.
Even before Trump's election, Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) had long advocated for federal employees to return to the office to bring more foot traffic -- and sales tax revenue -- back to the sleepier downtown. She traveled to Mar-a-Lago in December to speak with Trump about the federal workforce and government buildings.
Bowser also urged the federal government to turn over any underused federal office space to the District so the city could do something different with it.
But after the Trump administration began massive federal job cuts, and later announced a long list of federal buildings that could be disposed of, D.C. officials were worried that a problem with downtown office vacancies would be exacerbated. It was unclear Wednesday what will happen with the Weaver Building once it is vacated.
The District is expected to lose 40,000 jobs due to the job cuts, leading its chief financial officer to project a roughly $1 billion deficit over the next several years.
D.C. economic development officials are advocating for a more strategic partnership with the Trump administration to identify smaller-scale real estate opportunities that could benefit both D.C. and the federal government.
For example, not far from HUD, both federal and local officials have focused on a cluster of underused federal buildings -- including offices for the Departments of Energy and Agriculture -- just blocks from the National Mall.
While federal officials are reviewing a potential downsize, city officials have said they see an opportunity to turn the federal fortress into a lively new neighborhood between the Mall and the Wharf.
"We all want a strong and beautiful Nation's Capital -- but that requires a committed federal partner," Nina Albert, the city's deputy mayor for planning and economic development, said in a statement. "We call on our federal partners to engage with us on a comprehensive strategy that pauses the relocation of agencies and plans for moves that maximize the benefit to both the federal government and the District."
For Virginia, the Trump administration's efforts to slash, remake and relocate big chunks of the federal government are playing out as voters prepare to choose a new governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general and all 100 members of the House of Delegates in November.
Democrats, led by gubernatorial nominee Abigail Spanberger, hope to capitalize on the upheaval that they say could cripple the state's economy. The term-limited Youngkin and the Republican who hopes to succeed him, Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears, are on a trickier path as they stand with Trump and portray the cuts as short-term pain to get the nation's finances in order. Youngkin in particular has sought to cast the changes as an opportunity for Virginia.
Youngkin fully embraced Trump last year as the governor abandoned a long-teased presidential bid and set his sights on 2028. He cast HUD's decision as confirmation that by cutting taxes and reducing regulations, he has led purple Virginia to new heights as blue neighbors decline.
The governor noted that bond-rating agencies had just affirmed Virginia's sterling triple-A rating while D.C.'s and Maryland's were downgraded by Moody's.
"Virginia continues to be a magnet, a magnet welcoming opportunity wherever it presents itself," Youngkin said, adding that his administration is searching for an alternative site to house the NSF.
Peters appeared to support that effort, saying, "If I were a betting man, I would bet that they end up in Virginia."
Youngkin also used the news conference as an opportunity to seize another potential economic windfall from the Trump administration. When asked about Trump's decision to pause a plan to move the new FBI headquarters out of D.C. to Prince George's County, Maryland, the governor said he would continue to pitch his state as an option.
"I would love the opportunity to present Virginia as the home for FBI headquarters," he said.
Terry Rephann, regional economist for the University of Virginia's Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, said Virginia has not been enjoying as much economic success as Youngkin claims.
The center projects that 18,000 federal job losses will occur in Virginia, on top of thousands of layoffs at government contractors such as McLean-based Booz Allen Hamilton, which in May announced plans to cut 2,500 jobs. Moreover, FBI leadership is pushing to move one of the bureau's elite training academies from Quantico, Virginia, to Huntsville, Alabama, The Post reported this month.
"The planned HUD relocation would only claw back a small portion of the anticipated losses, so it's still a net deficit situation," Rephann said. "When the governor says we'll come out a winner in this ... I really don't see what data he has to support that."
Virginia Senate Majority Leader Scott A. Surovell (D-Fairfax) accused Youngkin of ignoring warning signs for the state's economy, including a 40 percent surge in year-over-year home listings in the D.C. region and five straight months of rising Virginia unemployment. (The state's unemployment rate in May was 3.4 percent, still below the national average of 4.2 percent.)
"All we hear from this administration is happy talk, cherry-picked statistics and theme-branded press events where he won't answer real questions," Surovell said.
Alexandria Mayor Alyia Gaskins (D) said the HUD move will boost the city's economy. Officials have for years been struggling to increase commercial and office uses, in part to allow them to ease residents' growing tax burden.
The city was not involved in discussions to bring HUD to Alexandria, a city of about 160,000 people that is also home to 10 other properties that include federal office space. But city officials are hopeful that the NSF will remain in Alexandria as well.
"If we have those [HUD] jobs, in addition to keeping those jobs at NSF," Gaskins said, "this is a win that recognizes and is a testament to the investments we've put into making this a great city to work, and to live and to do business."
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Army says parade caused minimal damage to D.C. streets
The Army's 250th birthday celebration parade in the nation's capital caused minimal damage to city roads, according to an initial assessment.
By Michael Brice-Saddler, Dan Lamothe, Rachel Weiner | 2025-06-25

Abrams tanks roll down Pennsylvania Avenue during a celebration of the U.S. Army's 250th anniversary on June 14 in Washington. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


An initial assessment suggests that the 70-ton battle tanks featured in the Army's 250th birthday celebration parade in D.C. caused minimal damage to city roads, a senior Army official said Wednesday, while estimates show about 198,000 people passed through metal detectors to attend events that day.
Steve Warren, a senior Army spokesman, told reporters at the Pentagon that the figure encompasses attendance for the festival and the parade of military equipment on June 14 and comes from Secret Service data. But because there were separate security checkpoints for the festival and the parade grounds, it was not immediately clear whether people who attended both events were double-counted.
Still, the figure helps show the scale of the Army's all-day celebration. Security officials said before the event that they were preparing for "hundreds of thousands" of visitors downtown and sought to assuage concerns from D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) about potential damage to city roads caused by multiton Abrams tanks and other armored vehicles.
On Wednesday, Warren said initial assessments from the Army show that precautions taken to protect roads, including fitting tanks with rubber track pads and placing metal plates over intersections where the vehicles turned, kept damage to a minimum.
"A tank ran over a curb, and that curb got broken -- crushed," Warren said. "So, we will be fixing that. But, right now, that's the only damage that we've identified."
The Army's total estimated cost for the parade, he added, is still between $25 million and $45 million, a figure that initially included money for potential road repairs.
Warren said a "subterranean" assessment of the roads is ongoing to check whether the parade damaged underground cables or other infrastructure below the surface.
D.C. Department of Transportation officials also did a visual survey of city roads traveled and saw no apparent damage, spokesman German Vigil said.
For the federally controlled roadways, including streets around the Mall and the George Washington Parkway, the National Park Service is waiting one month to make a final assessment on possible damage.
Army units that were involved also are still tallying their costs, Warren said, with vehicles expected back at Fort Hood in Texas on Thursday and off-loading to begin there Friday.

Small dents and cracks can be seen on Constitution Avenue in Washington on June 15, the morning after the military parade marking the Army's 250th birthday. (Maansi Srivastava/for The Washington Post)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/06/25/army-parade-damage-estimate/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



CWG Live updates: Still hot through Thursday with rising storm chances 
The heat finally subsides Friday, though a bit hotter again this weekend with storm chances.
By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Fritz Hahn, Dana Hedgpeth, Juan Benn Jr., Kyle Swenson, Sophia Solano, Hau Chu, Scott Dance, Jason Samenow | 2025-06-25
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: A heat advisory continues until 9 p.m. The earlier scattered storms have diminished, with just an isolated shower or thundershower possible into the evening. In the 70s tonight.
What's next? Still hot Thursday with another heat advisory, but slightly less so with highs in the mid-90s and scattered late-day storms. Cooler 80s Friday, then warmer again this weekend with more storm chances.
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DOJ sues all federal judges in Maryland over deportation order
Legal experts described the move as an attack on judicial independence. The DOJ said its goal was to preserve Trump's constitutional authority over immigration.
By Salvador Rizzo, Katie Mettler | 2025-06-26

A spokesman for Attorney General Pam Bondi, above, said this is an effort "to rein in unlawful judicial overreach." (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The Justice Department sued all 15 federal district court judges in Maryland on Tuesday over an order that pauses any deportations under legal challenge in the state for 48 hours. Legal experts described the move as an unprecedented attack on judicial independence, while government lawyers said it was necessary to preserve President Donald Trump's constitutional authority over immigration.
Longtime court watchers said they could not recall another instance in which the Justice Department, which usually represents members of the judicial branch in court, sued the entire roster of judges in a district.
Courts across the country have slowed or stopped many of the president's moves this year as they weigh legal challenges to his agenda, including plans for mass deportations and dismissing federal workers. Many of those challenges have played out in Maryland's federal courthouses.
Administration officials have responded to adverse rulings by attacking judges -- who have been nominated by presidents of both parties, including Trump -- or by questioning the federal courts' powers to second-guess executive branch decisions. But the legal complaint filed by lawyers in the Justice Department's civil division marks an escalation from rhetorical attacks to a direct challenge of the courts' authority, experts said.
"It is reckless and irresponsible and yet another direct frontal assault on the federal courts of this country," said retired federal judge J. Michael Luttig, who served on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit from 1991 to 2006.
The complaint alleges that Chief Judge George L. Russell III of the U.S. District Court in Maryland issued an "unlawful, antidemocratic" order in May that grants a two-day stay of deportation to any detainee in immigration custody who files a petition for habeas corpus, which is a lawsuit alleging wrongful detention.
"The recent influx of habeas petitions concerning alien detainees ... that have been filed after normal court hours and on weekends and holidays has created scheduling difficulties and resulted in hurried and frustrating hearings in that obtaining clear and concrete information about the location and status of the petitioners is elusive," Russell wrote in the standing order, which applies not only to cases on his docket but also those before the 14 other district judges who sit in Maryland.
As the legal underpinnings of his order, which has been in place since May 21, Russell cited a federal statute, the All Writs Act, and a Supreme Court precedent from 1966 that gives judges "limited judicial power to preserve the court's jurisdiction" by using injunctions to block government actions until the court can review them.
The Justice Department argued that under other Supreme Court precedents, judges must rule on each case individually, not in blanket fashion. Russell's standing order does "precisely what the Supreme Court has forbidden," according to the 22-page legal complaint filed Tuesday.
"A sense of frustration and a desire for greater convenience do not give Defendants license to flout the law," Justice Department attorneys wrote. "Nor does their status within the judicial branch."
A spokesman for Attorney General Pam Bondi said in a post on X Wednesday, "This is just the latest action by @AGPamBondi's DOJ to rein in unlawful judicial overreach." Justice Department officials did not respond to a request for comment.
The lawsuit drew quick condemnation from Democrats, including Maryland Gov. Wes Moore.
"After blatantly violating judicial orders, and directing personal attacks on individual judges, the White House is turning our Constitution on its head by suing judges themselves," Moore said in a statement Wednesday. "Make no mistake: this unprecedented action is a transparent effort to intimidate judges and usurp the power of the courts."
Luttig said the Trump administration created the chaotic circumstances that led Russell to put the standing order in place by rushing to deport waves of migrants without hearings. The Supreme Court ruled in April that one such group of deportees was "entitled to notice and an opportunity to challenge their removal."
Carl Tobias, a law professor at the University of Richmond, described the Justice Department lawsuit as an extraordinary escalation in the ongoing battle Trump is waging with the courts. But he added that government lawyers also made some legally sound points. Courts are required to provide advance notice and a period to collect feedback on any significant changes to their rules, "and one claim is that they didn't follow those rules," Tobias said.
But he said the Maryland judges were trying to find a way to resolve cases fairly amid a breakneck schedule of deportations. "I think they're trying to claw back their jurisdiction," Tobias said. "There's a performative aspect to all this stuff. It's mind-boggling. ... The American people don't need to be manipulated, and certainly the federal courts don't need that."
The Maryland judges have ruled on a range of major cases this year, putting key Trump initiatives on hold while finding various violations of the law in the administration's barrage of executive orders and agency moves on immigration, firing federal workers, stopping medical care for transgender youths and other issues.
Judge Paula Xinis presided over the case of Kilmar Abrego Garcia, the Maryland man whom White House officials delayed returning to the U.S. after he was wrongfully removed to El Salvador earlier this year. Judge James K. Bredar is handling a lawsuit filed by Democratic attorneys general alleging the Trump administration broke the law when it terminated probationary federal employees without warning local government officials in impacted states. Judge Stephanie Gallagher has been managing a case involving the rights of unaccompanied minors who were sent to El Salvador when Trump invoked the Alien Enemies Act against alleged members of the Tren de Aragua gang. Judge Brendan A. Hurson ruled that Trump's executive orders on gender were illegally denying medical care to transgender youths.
Unlike other judicial districts with a mix of Democratic and Republican nominees serving on the bench, 13 of the 15 federal judges sitting in Maryland were nominated by presidents Bill Clinton, Barack Obama or Joe Biden, all Democrats. Two judges were nominated by Republicans, one by Trump and the other by President George W. Bush.
Representatives for Russell and the other 14 judges declined to comment on the lawsuit Wednesday, as did a spokesperson for the Judicial Conference of the United States, which may have to decide who would represent the judges named as defendants.
In legal filings, Justice Department attorneys requested that the 4th Circuit appeals court randomly select a judge from another district to hear the lawsuit in Maryland. All the judges in Maryland would have a conflict of interest, they argued, because they were named defendants in the case. Luttig, a former 4th Circuit judge who was nominated by Republican President George H.W. Bush, called that a "cynical" ploy the court should reject.
Luttig, who testified in 2022 to the congressional committee that investigated the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capitol that Trump and his supporters presented a "clear and present danger to U.S. democracy," described Tuesday's filings in similar terms.
"The president and his attorney general will continue their ruthless attack on the federal Judiciary and the Rule of Law until the Supreme Court of the United States at least attempts to stop them, because they are winning their war," Luttig said. "Until now, the Supreme Court has acquiesced in the president's war, while the devastating toll on the Federal Courts and the Rule of Law has mounted by the day."
Jeremy Roebuck contributed to this report.
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Virginia appeals court says Arlington can end single-family-only zoning  
The Northern Virginia county's push for more "missing middle" housing had divided its residents and was paused in response to a lawsuit from some homeowners.
By Teo Armus | 2025-06-26

Arlington County Board Chair Katie Cristol hears from citizens holding signs demanding more affordable housing at a county board meeting  in Arlington, Virginia, on Nov. 12, 2022. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


An Arlington policy eliminating single-family-only zoning was effectively reinstated Tuesday by a Virginia panel of judges, who ruled that homeowners suing the county over that effort should have also included in their lawsuit the real estate developers who built projects under the zoning change.
The ruling marks another development in a dizzying legal saga over the Northern Virginia county's push for more "missing middle" housing, which is aimed at bringing more homes into a tight real estate market and eventually lowering costs in the expensive D.C. suburb.
"Missing middle" is a broad label that includes duplexes, townhouses and other small buildings that can fit more families than a single-family house, which sold in Arlington over the past year for a median $1.13 million.
The county had for decades set aside much of its land exclusively for single-family houses. Officials in 2023 loosened those rules to make it easier to build "missing middle" housing after a years-long debate over whether doing so would diversify or destroy Arlington's more suburban neighborhoods.
County officials granted permits to developers to flip 45 properties into "missing middle" options. But a circuit court judge in September sided with a group of homeowners who argued in a trial that Arlington did not adequately study the potential impacts of allowing these denser housing types. That decision left the policy in legal limbo, effectively pausing any development projects in the works.
In Tuesday's ruling, a three-judge panel in the Virginia Court of Appeals did not rule on the homeowners' arguments. The court found that by the lawsuit excluding the developers who had already been making use of the missing middle policy, plaintiffs "failed to join indispensable parties to the litigation."
The appeals court reversed the ruling and sent the case back to the circuit court for further proceedings. In the meantime, the move is expected to put the permitting process for the "Expanded Housing Options" effort, as it is formally known, back on the books.
David Barrera, a spokesman for the Arlington County Board, said in a statement Wednesday morning that the county "will consider its next steps and how to best resume the EHO permitting process, including how to inform previous applicants who were either in the process or had their approved permits voided last fall."
The ruling came in response to a legal motion in the circuit court case that was later appealed by Alex Wilson, a developer who owns several properties in Arlington. He had been converting two single-family homes into missing-middle housing but then learned that his permits had been rendered void under the judge's order last fall.
"They never took into consideration what this whole ruling was going to do to the builders and developers who were acting upon these permits," he said.
Wilson said that he will now be able to carry out his plans for one missing-middle property -- a run-down Cape Cod in the Claremont neighborhood he had bought for $570,000 and turned into a semidetached duplex, each half of which he expects to sell for about $1.2 million.
Matt McGuire, a lawyer for the plaintiffs, declined to comment.
Dan Creedon of the group Neighbors for Neighborhoods, an LLC funding the lawsuit, said in a statement that the homeowners were considering whether to appeal the ruling or petition the Virginia Supreme Court to overturn it.
The plaintiffs could also seek another trial in Arlington Circuit Court, but it is unclear who they would need to name in an amended suit for it to pass muster. The appeals court judges also said in the ruling that they "make no comment on whether the holders of the EHO permits are the only necessary parties that were not joined."
If the homeowners were to pursue another trial in circuit court, such proceedings would probably have to include the owners of the 45 properties that had received permits to construct missing-middle housing, including Wilson.
Roy Shannon, Wilson's lawyer, said that the appeals court's procedural ruling highlights a flip side to the plaintiffs' arguments about property rights. The homeowners contended that a rise in missing-middle properties could negatively impact the homes next door by adding cars to streets, crowding schools and clogging sewers.
But "when you have these neighbor disputes, you have to remember that everyone who owns property has property rights," he said. "There's the people that own the land and the people next to it, and that's what this is: Unfortunately, they didn't bring this case against the people who own the land."
The fierce debate over missing middle, which had mirrored similar discussions in cities and suburbs around the country, went far beyond questions about construction: Interfaith and racial-justice advocates rallied around the issue as a social-justice effort. And homeowners and others who opposed the move said it would do little to lower housing costs while spoiling the factors that made them want to live in their neighborhoods.
News of Tuesday's ruling appeared to revive some of that symbolic weight to a policy that is only expected to create a few dozen new homes each year.
"This ruling says loud and clear: Arlington's future isn't reserved for the few," the Rev. Ashley Goff, a leader of the group Virginians Organized for Interfaith Community Engagement, said in a statement. "We're building a county where housing reflects our values -- welcoming, diverse, and attainable for all who want to live and work here."
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NBA draft winners and losers: Mavericks take their guy; Pelicans take risks
Dallas made the easy choice and selected Cooper Flagg with the No. 1 pick. New Orleans was among the teams that went a more questionable route.
By Ben Golliver | 2025-06-26
NEW YORK -- Kevin Durant, Jrue Holiday, Kristaps Porzingis and Jordan Poole all got traded in the week leading up to the NBA draft, but Wednesday night at Barclays Center belonged to the incoming rookie class.
Cooper Flagg went first to the Dallas Mavericks and Dylan Harper went second to the San Antonio Spurs as expected. From there, the evening featured some surprising turns but didn't produce any major blockbuster trades.
Here's a rundown of the winners and losers from the first round of the NBA draft and the action-packed week that proceeded it.
The Mavericks need Flagg, a blue chip prospect with franchise player potential, even more than it might seem at first glance. After the inexplicable decision to trade Luka Doncic to the Los Angeles Lakers in February, the Mavericks were left with a veteran-dominated roster led by Anthony Davis and Kyrie Irving. That might sound okay on paper, but Davis is 32 years old and has never been the top option on a contender, and Irving is 33 and recovering from season-ending knee surgery.
The Oklahoma City Thunder and Indiana Pacers just reached the NBA Finals with young and deep rosters, a formula that Dallas will struggle to compete with given its major financial commitments to Davis, Irving and 35-year-old forward Klay Thompson. Flagg, 18, said he looks forward to being a "sponge" in Dallas given its collection of future Hall of Famers, but it's possible the Mavericks' next championship window won't open until the former Duke forward has blossomed into the team's best player.
Imagine what Dallas's future would look like if it hadn't lucked into Flagg by beating 1.8 percent odds to win the draft lottery: The Mavericks would be stuck with an aging, expensive and injury-prone core and no clear bridge to the future while operating in the dark shadow cast by the Doncic trade. Instead, Flagg brings a heavy dose of hope and a polished all-around game to help Dallas fans embrace the franchise's next chapter.
The Pelicans replaced David Griffin with Joe Dumars as their head of basketball operations in April, and the new regime has wasted little time making moves. Unfortunately, the first wave of moves doesn't make a ton of sense.
New Orleans acquired Poole in a trade with the Washington Wizards for CJ McCollum, a reasonable bet on a scoring-minded point guard who will help fill in for the injured Dejounte Murray. However, the Pelicans then drafted Jeremiah Fears, another scoring-minded point guard, with the No. 7 pick. New Orleans then took another questionable turn when Dumars traded the No. 23 pick and an unprotected 2026 first-round pick to the Atlanta Hawks so he could move up to select Maryland center Derik Queen with the No. 13 pick.
Fears is a fascinating prospect and has star potential; Queen is a skilled low-post scorer who was projected to go earlier in the draft by many analysts. Even so, both players arrive in New Orleans facing immediate fit questions: Poole's presence will marginalize Fears, and New Orleans already had an undersized big man in Zion Williamson before selecting Queen. The Pelicans have dealt with serious spacing concerns and holes in their defense, and their incoming lottery picks won't address either issue.
Worst of all, the Queen trade is a severe misevaluation of New Orleans' short-term future. The Pelicans finished 14th in the 15-team Western Conference and are unlikely to be serious playoff contenders given Williamson's injury history, Murray's ongoing absence and the decision to trade Brandon Ingram to the Toronto Raptors in February. This is the type of team that should absolutely be protecting its 2026 first-round pick, rather than sacrificing it to move up 10 spots in a draft that wasn't especially deep to grab a player in Queen who projects as useful but not extraordinary.
Pelicans fans will rightfully be furious if the team's struggles continue next season and Dumars is forced to hand over a top-five pick to the Hawks. 

Maryland center Derik Queen is headed to the New Orleans Pelicans, who paid a steep cost to trade up for his rights. (Adam Hunger/AP)


The 76ers found themselves embroiled in the week's biggest soap opera when Rutgers forward Ace Bailey canceled a predraft visit to Philadelphia. That left 76ers General Manager Daryl Morey with a few choices: Take Bailey without meeting him, draft someone else or trade the pick.
Morey made the right call by selecting Baylor's VJ Edgecombe, a serious-minded Bahamian guard who projects as a two-way impact player. While Joel Embiid and Paul George loom as major question marks over Philadelphia's present, Edgecombe brings significant athleticism and defensive potential to a young backcourt that includes Tyrese Maxey and Jared McCain. It might take two or three years to unfold, but the 76ers have a real chance to be fun again.
While Bailey was the more highly touted high school prospect, Edgecombe enjoyed a more efficient freshman season in college and played winning basketball for a Baylor team that made the NCAA tournament. No one should be all that surprised if Edgecombe winds up being the better NBA player.
Even before his predraft workout high jinks, Bailey faced questions about his maturity, shot selection and impact on winning after Rutgers missed the NCAA tournament. Once he arrived in New York for draft week, the 18-year-old forward gave no clear explanation for his approach to the draft process and dodged all questions about whether he was trying to land at a preferred destination.
After the Utah Jazz selected him with the No. 5 pick, Bailey admitted he had "no idea" it was going to take him. The question remains: Was Utah really where Bailey wanted to land?
The Jazz has missed the playoffs for three straight seasons, and it lacks a proven point guard to aid Bailey's acclimation. Bailey seems to have designs on becoming a household name, yet Salt Lake City has produced few all-stars since the days of John Stockton and Karl Malone. While Utah desperately needs star power and perimeter scoring, Bailey must grow up fast to earn the respect of no-nonsense coach Will Hardy.
On top of those potential concerns, Bailey will miss out on roughly $9 million in salary over his four-year rookie contract by slipping from the third pick to the fifth pick.

Ace Bailey went to the Utah Jazz with the No. 5 pick in the NBA draft. (Sarah Stier/Getty Images)


The 76ers and Phoenix Suns proved last season that there's nothing worse than having an expensive veteran roster with no shot at making noise in the playoffs. The injuries mount, the disappointment seeps in, and the finger-pointing begins.
Boston was at risk of a similar fall from grace if it had been in denial about the likely repercussions of Jayson Tatum's Achilles' tear. If Celtics General Manager Brad Stevens had kept the band together, he would have been staring at a preposterous $500 million bill for salaries plus luxury tax penalties on a team with no chance to win the 2026 title.
Instead, Stevens deftly pivoted by trading Holiday to the Portland Trail Blazers and Porzingis to the Hawks this week. Despite the 35-year-old Holiday's age, Stevens avoided attaching any picks to ditch his expensive contract and somehow received two second-round picks back from Portland along with scoring guard Anfernee Simons. In the Porzingis deal, Stevens again executed a straightforward salary dump even though the Latvian big man has had significant injury issues and had a long-term illness down the stretch of last season.
Boston's plan to retool once Tatum is back healthy remains right on track, and it still has a shot to make the 2026 playoffs in an injury-depleted Eastern Conference. More important, Stevens saved new owner Bill Chisholm more than $200 million on next season's salaries and luxury tax bill while increasing his flexibility for his next round of roster additions.
Are the Blazers coming or going? Are they coming and going at the same time? Is that even possible? Would it be a good thing if it is?
Portland's moves this week lack a cohesive strategy. By acquiring Holiday from the Celtics, the Blazers parted with a younger guard in Simons plus draft capital to improve their perimeter defense and locker room leadership. The goal, it seemed, was to snap a four-year streak of missing the playoffs.
On draft night, the Blazers went the other direction by using the No. 16 pick to select Chinese center Hansen Yang, who had been a projected second-round pick. Yang, 20, is 7-foot-1 and displays some intriguing skills in his highlight tapes, but he joins a crowded center rotation that includes veteran DeAndre Ayton and 2024 lottery pick Donovan Clingan. Drafting a mystery man such as Yang is a move for a team with its eyes on the future.
Blazers General Manager Joe Cronin's next goal should be to trade Ayton and Jerami Grant, two overpaid and underperforming veterans. Dumping both would clear room for Portland's younger players, but it would also leave Holiday looking out of place. When the dust settles on the Blazers' moves, it's likely that they will amount to much ado about nothing unless Scoot Henderson, the No. 3 pick in the 2023 draft, can finally enjoy a breakout season.

Chinese center Hansen Yang went to the Portland Trail Blazers at No. 16 in the most surprising pick of the first round. (Mike Lawrie/Getty Images)


Durant is on the move yet again after the Suns agreed to send him to the Houston Rockets. There's no sugarcoating it: His Phoenix tenure, replete with coaching changes and leadership questions, will go down as a disaster.
Still, his summer could have gone much worse. Durant has landed on his feet with the Rockets, who desperately need his efficient shooting while also possessing a deep cast of young defenders to make his life easier on that end of the floor. Durant's Suns teams failed because they had no money to pay anyone to rebound, play defense or do the dirty work; the Rockets won't suffer from that problem.
Houston has re-signed veterans Fred VanVleet and Steven Adams this summer, carefully keeping together the key contributors to its surprising 52-win team from last season. With Durant in the fold, Rockets Coach Ime Udoka can trot out a starting lineup featuring multiple backcourt ballhandlers flanked by a long and athletic front line.
While Durant will turn 37 in September and no longer seems capable of being a traditional No. 1 option on a contender, Houston's balanced approach will give him a decent shot at reaching his first conference finals since he departed the Golden State Warriors in 2019.
The Suns should be thrilled that Duke center Khaman Maluach fell to them at the No. 10 pick they acquired in the Durant trade. Maluach is an enormous, defensive-minded big man who finishes well around the basket and is working to develop his three-point shot. In three years, there's a good chance NBA fans will look back and wonder why he wasn't a top-five pick. That's not why the Suns are losers.
The Suns are losers because the Durant era is officially over after producing only one playoff series victory. Remember, new owner Mat Ishbia acquired Durant in February 2023 with dreams of winning a championship. To land Durant, Ishbia parted with a package that included Mikal Bridges, Cam Johnson and four first-round picks. Less than 21/2 years later, Ishbia sent Durant to the Rockets for Jalen Green, Dillon Brooks, Maluach and five second-round picks.
Memo to Phoenix: The goal is to buy low and sell high, not the other way around. Bridges and Johnson are both more valuable players in a vacuum than Green. Even worse, Green plays the same position as Devin Booker and Bradley Beal -- Phoenix's two highest-paid players. The Suns' pick depreciation from the first Durant trade to this week's deal is simply horrendous. No wonder Ishbia had to hire a new front office and coach this summer.
Speaking of Beal, the Wizards' decision to ship him to the Suns in 2023 continues to pay dividends. Washington holds control of several of Phoenix's future picks, and the Suns appear destined for a multiyear rebuilding cycle. Meanwhile, Phoenix still must sort out how to part with Beal, who is owed more than $110 million over the next two seasons.
By trading Poole to New Orleans for McCollum and Kelly Olynyk, who are both on expiring contracts, Washington has set itself up to potentially have more than $100 million in cap space next summer. Rather than being fully hamstrung by Beal's contract, the Wizards have assembled a young core over the past three drafts and grabbed Texas guard Tre Johnson with the sixth pick on Wednesday.
Johnson, like Edgecombe, enjoyed a more efficient freshman season than Bailey, and his three-point shooting ability will fill a clear need in Washington. The Wizards are headed for another losing season in 2025-26, but their optionality next summer will give them a shot to be major players for the first time in a long time.

The Washington Wizards took Tre Johnson with the No. 6 pick as their lengthy rebuilding effort continues. (Sarah Stier/Getty Images)


Kudos to the Nets, who became the first team in NBA history to select five players -- five! -- in the first round. For the record, their picks were: Egor Demin (No. 8), Nolan Traore (No. 19), Drake Powell (No. 22), Ben Saraf (No. 26) and Danny Wolf (No. 27).
While Brooklyn's developmental coaches are clear winners because of their increased job security, such a large influx of talent is bound to create competing interests. Only so many young players can be treated as a priority at the same time, and the Nets' holdover players are surely left wondering whether their futures are about to be in flux.
The most important question to ask, though, is whether any of the Nets' five picks has star upside? Brooklyn has lacked a franchise player -- or potential franchise player -- since shipping out Durant, Irving and James Harden in quick succession, and it theoretically had enough assets to move up the draft board to land a bigger fish. Will the Nets look back and wish they had made a consolidation move?
Thunder envy is real and growing: NBA Commissioner Adam Silver drew loud boos from the Brooklyn crowd when he opened the draft proceedings by congratulating Oklahoma City on its first championship.
The NBA calendar moves so fast that the Thunder held its championship parade Tuesday, exactly one day before General Manager Sam Presti selected Georgetown center Thomas Sorber with the 15th pick.
Sorber, 19, looks like an ideal fit for Oklahoma City as a backup center who displayed an impressive defensive impact on the college level. The Thunder's deep roster lacked any glaring needs, but adding size and depth behind centers Isaiah Hartenstein and Chet Holmgren makes all the sense in the world. Though Sorber is still working his way back from season-ending foot surgery, Oklahoma City has the luxury of taking things slowly. Don't forget: The Thunder will soon welcome back Nikola Topic, its 2024 lottery pick, after he sat out his entire rookie season while recovering from knee surgery.

Georgetown center Thomas Sorber joins the NBA champion Oklahoma City Thunder. (Adam Hunger/AP)
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The American-born NBA superstar is disappearing. Enter Cooper Flagg.
Can the NBA's No. 1 overall pick from Newport, Maine offset the dearth of younger American players capable of dominating the league?
By Jerry Brewer | 2025-06-26

Cooper Flagg was taken with the top pick in the NBA draft. (Brad Penner/Imagn Images) 


On the eve of the NBA draft, Shai Gilgeous-Alexander paraded through the streets of Oklahoma City, shirtless and with a Canadian flag wrapped around his waist. Joy finally infiltrated his cool and quiet demeanor. He swaggered about, embracing being The Man, leaning into his full superstar identity: champion, deadly scorer, regular season and Finals MVP, the latest player born outside the United States to stake a claim as the best hooper in the world.
Consider the scene a prologue to the NBA story of Cooper Flagg, the 18-year-old with sky-born ability who enters the league as the new great American hope in an era ruled by international stars.
It shouldn't matter, yet it does. The NBA is still an American league, regardless of whether its alpha star hails from New York City or French Lick, Indiana; Athens, Greece, or Sombor, Serbia. Basketball globalization has helped make the sport more lucrative, epitomized by the news last week that a majority stake in the Los Angeles Lakers will be sold at a record-setting $10 billion valuation. Nevertheless, this nation's roundball ego won't allow the game to diversify without concern that our players are losing their edge.
It's never simply amazing that the game has grown across so many borders that Gilgeous-Alexander, Nikola Jokic and Giannis Antetokounmpo have driven the bus for three of the past five champions. The discourse always includes criticism that America doesn't have sufficient representation among the best of the best.
The depth of U.S. talent remains untouchable, which is why Team USA has won five straight Olympic gold medals. But the hierarchy is changing. It's most noticeable at the MVP level, where the award has gone to foreign-born players the past seven years. An American hasn't finished in the top three of MVP voting since Stephen Curry placed third in 2021.
On Wednesday night, when the Dallas Mavericks made the no-brainer decision to draft Flagg No. 1 overall, he stepped into the spotlight wearing a dark blue three-piece suit and a black tie. A goatee in training decorated his face. The hairy effort only added to his boyish charm.
Flagg, who won't turn 19 until December, has experienced hype for the past four years. He keeps proving worthy of the attention. His reputation rose to a preposterous level last summer after he impressed during scrimmages with Team USA as it prepared for the Paris Olympics. Then he went to Duke, won national player of the year as a freshman and led the Blue Devils to the Final Four.
Now in the NBA, his development will mean much to the perception of American pro ballers. It's an unfair burden, but there's hope that he can offset the dearth of 25-and-under American players capable of dominating the league. Anthony Edwards has MVP talent. But the other candidates, including Zion Williamson and Ja Morant, have struggled with injuries and off-court troubles.
In every generation, there are only a handful of stars who can define an era. Because the Williamson generation has yet to step forward, aging stars such as LeBron James, Curry and Kevin Durant have lingered as the standard for too long. As a result, the 35-year-old James Harden is the youngest former American MVP in the league. Jaylen Brown, 28, is the only active American Finals MVP under 30. But despite being a four-time all-star and the first NBA player to sign a $300 million contract, Brown is not a top-shelf star.
Does Flagg have the game and magnetism to be the alpha star? He might, but he's not the once-every-two-decades prospect that James and Victor Wembanyama were. His skill set is a notch below, but with his drive and competitiveness, Flagg still might rule the league.
During a media session after Dallas selected him, a reporter asked Flagg if he will try to win a championship as a rookie. It's a feat that a No. 1 pick hasn't accomplished since Magic Johnson did it 45 years ago. Yet Flagg refused to admit the thought was unrealistic.
"Of course," he said. "Of course, yeah. My mindset has always been to be a winner. So I'm going to try to win as hard as I can everywhere I go. I'm looking forward to being successful and winning a lot of games, for sure."
As a public figure, Flagg can be robotic and a little shy. But even in those moments, you notice hints of charisma. On the court, his personality shines. He has an intensity that complements his athleticism. He's a highlight dunk or blocked shot waiting to happen. His game defies racial stereotypes, which will enhance his marketability.
The question about the kid from Newport, Maine, has never been whether he would be a significant player. The debate centers on how big a star can be. For the sake of basketball discourse in this country, he needs to be more than the safe pick.
After Gilgeous-Alexander won the MVP, ESPN led a chorus of "What's wrong with American basketball?" Most of the conversation veered into tropes about the soft and spoiled athletes.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander celebrated Oklahoma City's NBA title with a Canadian flag wrapped around his waist. (Alonzo Adams/Imagn Images) 


"Most of these successful international guys either are influenced heavily by American basketball culture, played high school ball in America, some even went to college here," Durant wrote on X in May. "This whole convo is trash, basketball is a universal language, some people have different dialect. Some states teach the game different than other states, who says there's a perfect way to teach the game?'"
The basketball culture has its problems. But some of the criticism lacks depth. It's irresponsible to scream crisis when 12 of the 15 players named to the 2025 all-NBA teams were Americans. But the three others -- Gilgeous-Alexander, Jokic and Antetokounmpo -- are the best players in the league.
And Luka Doncic probably has a couple of MVP seasons in him.
And Wembanyama is something we've never seen.
That's just five international superstars, but they're enough to take every spot-on the all-NBA first team.
When the 2024-25 season began, a record-tying 125 players from other countries made the opening night rosters. That's about a quarter of the league. But there's so much talent among those players that NBA Commissioner Adam Silver is formulating a USA-vs.-World format at the 2026 All-Star Game.
The U.S. could use some of Flagg's fearlessness. When Edwards was asked last season about being the face of the NBA, he declared, "That's what they got Wemby for." If his honesty was refreshing, his resignation was shocking. Edwards wants to hoop without responsibility. But the NBA was built on legends who welcomed the task of carrying the league.
America needs to replenish its talent at the highest tier of NBA stardom. Flagg doesn't back down from any challenge. An entire nation now hopes his game matches his mentality.
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Where each D.C. Council member stands on the Commanders RFK stadium deal
At least seven lawmakers are needed for Mayor Muriel E. Bowser's RFK stadium deal with the team to proceed.
By Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright, Nick Mourtoupalas | 2025-06-26
Before the Washington Commanders can build a $3.7 billion stadium development at the decaying RFK Stadium site, the deal has to go through the D.C. Council.
In the weeks since Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) unveiled the terms of the deal with the Commanders -- including over $1 billion in taxpayer funds for the development -- lawmakers have largely signaled that they plan to approve the stadium development.
But not before making their mark on it.
Lawmakers are exploring changes to the terms Bowser reached with the Commanders ranging from rethinking parking garages, seeking a strong project labor agreement to ensure well-paying union jobs for District residents and capturing more revenue for D.C. generated at the stadium.
Bowser and the Commanders wanted the council to approve the deal by July 15, the deadline laid out in the terms they negotiated -- but lawmakers have said that's not realistic and are planning to take more time. Bowser has turned up the pressure on lawmakers, worrying that D.C. could lose out on the opportunity with the Commanders if the council does not move more quickly. But for a multi-decade, multi-billion-dollar development, lawmakers insist that they need to do more due diligence.
On Tuesday, D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) introduced a stand-alone RFK Stadium bill identical to Bowser's proposal, which he said would allow the council to "complete its due diligence" and hold a public hearing. The council is also awaiting a financial analysis on the impact of various tax abatements offered to the Commanders as part of the deal, which it expects by mid-July.
Mendelson said that he would plan to hold a vote on the proposed deal "as soon as possible" after a public hearing, which his staff said would be held July 29 for the public and on July 30 for the team and government officials.
"No one should infer from the introduction of this bill that funding in the Mayor's proposed budget for the Washington Commanders Football Team is in jeopardy," Mendelson wrote in a statement accompanying the bill, noting that capital funds for the stadium remain in the budget expected to be approved in July.
All but one council member have either committed to supporting the stadium development with public investment or are contemplating specific changes to the terms that would get them to a yes vote. Here are the conditions, requests or concerns that lawmakers are raising before they vote on the deal.
Some council members count themselves among the more enthusiastic supporters of the stadium -- but even lawmakers who say they will vote yes have additional requests.
Kenyan R. McDuffie (I-At Large)
McDuffie said he wants firmer guarantees that the project will bring well-paying union jobs to D.C. residents, along with skilled apprenticeships and contracts for local women-owned and minority-owned businesses. He also wants a "strong, sustainable, enforceable community benefits agreement," he said, as well as efforts to make sure that D.C.'s youth can "see themselves reflected" in both the development and the local sports economy Bowser is trying to build.
Anita Bonds (D-At Large)
Bonds says she wants the Commanders to pay for a portion of the $89 million SportsPlex that Bowser has proposed for the site; the facility, to be run by D.C.'s Department of Parks and Recreation, could contain youth sports amenities like an Olympic-size indoor pool and indoor track, the mayor has said.
Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2)
Pinto said she wants the deal to include guaranteed job opportunities for people returning from jail or prison, a grass field and digital signage to leave room for women's soccer games at the new stadium and a commitment to honoring the late Robert F. Kennedy Sr. She also said she opposes Bowser's plan to fund the stadium by extending a tax on businesses that was supposed to expire once the Nationals Park bonds were paid off -- but has not so far been able to identify an appropriate alternate funding stream.
Wendell Felder (D-Ward 7)
Felder, who represents residents nearest the stadium, said in a written statement to The Washington Post that "I fully support the RFK stadium deal," calling it a "once-in-a-generation opportunity" that the council should not delay a vote. He said he is working hard to "ensure the deal delivers more than a stadium." "Whether it's quality jobs with livable wages, youth programming, or access to small business and workforce opportunities -- Ward 7 must see real, tangible benefits." To strengthen the deal, he said he wants to see a firmer timeline for when housing will be constructed at the RFK site, along with set-aside opportunities for business owners who live in Ward 7. He also said he supports a project labor agreement and is open to discussing the details with his colleagues.
Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D)
Mendelson earlier this month gave his clearest signal yet that the council would likely approve the deal, saying in a statement that the body would "move forward quickly to analyze the Mayor's terms, improve the deal where possible for taxpayers, and approve a new football stadium."
He has been less clear about his personal position. Historically opposed to taxpayer funds for a football stadium, Mendelson said at a news conference earlier this month that he was not yet prepared to put the deal up for a vote. "It would not be fair to the taxpayers," he said. Mendelson is awaiting an analysis of the deal the council commissioned, and he said in an interview that he needs more time to analyze the revenue projections the mayor has touted and suggest improvements that could save taxpayers money.
Matthew Frumin (D-Ward 3)
Frumin said he needs more information before staking a position, preferring to wait for the results of the council-commissioned analysis. In the meantime, he said he wants to explore some adjustments, including changes to the placement of parking garages, which for now would both be adjacent to the Kingman Park neighborhood. "Is there something more creative we can do to better use the space?" he said in an interview, wondering if more options for belowground parking could allow the space on top to be put to good use.
Frumin also said he wants to explore the idea of green-energy requirements on construction, and whether there could be more accountability attached to the affordable-housing requirements to ensure the housing is delivered on time. He is also among the seven council members who sent a letter to Commanders ownership demanding a project labor agreement that guarantees union jobs not only for the stadium but also for the new restaurants and hotels.
Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4)
Lewis George said while she can get behind funding basic infrastructure work, she does not support a $1 billion-plus price tag for taxpayers and wants the topline contribution to come down. She said she'll also be looking for firmer details about the affordable-housing plan and how it will be funded, and signed the same letter seeking strong union protections on the other elements of the development project.
Numerous lawmakers have framed the mayor's proposed terms as a bad deal for taxpayers that needs improvement, whether seeking less taxpayer investment or greater revenue from the development. They each are also signatories of the project labor agreement letter.
Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large)
White was skeptical that the full costs to taxpayers were reflected in the $1 billion topline figure, pointing out that other potential public costs such as in affordable-housing production or debt repayment are not included. While questioning top city officials during a hearing last week, he said it's not a good deal when so much revenue from sources such as ticket sales, merchandise and parking would go to the team or be reinvested back into the stadium instead of into D.C. coffers to invest in other services and programs. "I don't want to give people the impression that somehow we'll be able to pay for teachers with this money," he said.
Jenny Reed, director of the D.C. Office of Budget and Performance Management, said while it is true that about $1.4 billion over 30 years is expected to go into a special RFK fund for stadium maintenance and related costs, she said $974 million is expected to go into the general fund from other revenue sources, such as hotel stays and income tax on employees working at different venues around the stadium.
White said among his conditions to get to a yes vote would be more advantageous revenue-sharing agreement for the city, and that the Commanders move their business headquarters to D.C., which would benefit the city through taxes.
Christina Henderson (I-At Large)
Henderson said she does not support the mayor's agreement with the Commanders that the team would only have to pay $1 a year to lease the stadium and other commercial parcels from the District, unlike at other sports venues like Nationals Park or Capital One Arena.
She also said the parking arrangements need to be rethought, both where and how they are built and who gets the revenue generated by them. She wondered if the garages could be spread out to "lessen the blow" and traffic for nearby residents. Right now, the team, which would operate the parking garages, would get all the revenue from the parking garages, while the District would invest over $350 million in constructing them. "Why would I not get any parking revenue from the parking garages that I'm paying for?" Henderson said.
Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5)
Parker has made several requests that he said are essential to win his support. Parker wants to see the team set up a dedicated education fund for Wards 5, 7 and 8 and a commitment that existing revenue-generating events at RFK will continue. He is also calling on the mayor to make good on a tentative agreement she had struck with Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah) when the RFK bill was moving through the Senate to invest District dollars in National Park Service land in the city equivalent to the value of the stadium land.
"On principle we shouldn't have to invest in NPS land, but since the agreement was made and there is such disrepair to NPS land properties across the District, it is an opportunity to advance in some areas, like in Fort Totten Park," Parker said.
Charles Allen (D-Ward 6)
A longtime stadium foe, Allen said he was pushing for eight to 10 changes that could get him in the yes camp. For starters, "There's no scenario where they can't pay rent. That's ridiculous." He also opposed 8,000 parking spots, wanting to see instead more like 2,000 spots and the bulk of the parking garage money instead going to expand Metro capacity, such as a new station at Oklahoma Avenue NE and Benning Road. Like Frumin, Allen also wants more accountability associated with the affordable-housing requirements and a firm timeline for completion.
Allen also bristled at various sales tax exemptions within the stadium, such as for personal seat licenses. "Why? The team doesn't get any of that sales tax revenue -- it's just us giving up our own sales tax revenue," he said.
Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1)
Nadeau said she firmly opposes a stadium. "If we don't spend any local dollars, I would consider it," she said. "I'm not sure we need to vote on it."
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Forget the Juan Soto deal. What if the Padres never made a trade? Ever?
The Washington Nationals offer a harsh reminder to the Padres: Trading prospects sometimes has a painful cost.
By Barry Svrluga | 2025-06-25

James Wood, MacKenzie Gore and CJ Abrams, all Washington Nationals who could have remained with the San Diego Padres. (Thomas Simonetti/For The Washington Post) 


By the time CJ Abrams steps to the plate Wednesday afternoon at Petco Park, his status as a 2019 first-round draft pick of the host San Diego Padres will seem like old news because he has played 400 of his 446 major league games with the Washington Nationals. Abrams will be followed in the Nats' lineup by James Wood, taken by the Padres in the second round two years after they selected Abrams. When the Nationals take the field, MacKenzie Gore will take the ball and the mound, eight years removed from when the Padres selected him third overall.
Juan Soto is no longer a Padre, but the trade that made him one still reverberates through both franchises. In a lot of ways, it's the only move keeping the Nationals afloat. Abrams was an all-star last year and might be again, and Wood and Gore could well join him in the Midsummer Classic next month.
But think about it from the other side. There's the obvious question: What if the Padres hadn't traded for Soto, now a $765 million member of the New York Mets? But there are others, such as ...
What if Padres General Manager A.J. Preller never made a trade? Like, ever?
Now, that's a lot to ask. Since taking over the Padres' front office in August 2014, Preller has executed an astonishing 124 trades -- an average of more than 11 per year. He has pulled off four three-team deals. He has swapped players with 28 of the 29 other teams (what's wrong with you, Arizona?), including nine apiece with Cleveland and Seattle. He has traded prospects for established stars and established stars for prospects -- and he has made change the only constant in San Diego.
That's a lot of activity for what amounts to not a lot of return: three postseason appearances in the 10 full seasons of Preller's stewardship, highlighted by a run to the 2022 National League Championship Series. It has yielded zero division championships. That's with payrolls that, since 2020, have ranked no lower than ninth and as high as fourth in the majors. This year's Padres are in the NL wild-card race, a half-game back entering Wednesday. More deals may be on the horizon.
Consider the names of players involved in Preller trades: Soto and Trea Turner, stars and World Series champs in Washington. Closers of all kinds -- Craig Kimbrel, an all-star acquired and then sent away; Josh Hader, another all-star who helped during a playoff run; and Emmanuel Clase, one of the game's best closers dealt away as a prospect. Both Upton brothers, B.J. and Justin. Stud starters Yu Darvish, Blake Snell and Joe Musgrove. Oh, and Fernando Tatis Jr., whom Preller snared as a minor leaguer for aging pitcher James Shields.
That's quite a list, and it's only partial. But go back to that question: What if Preller's Padres had never made a trade? Other general managers admire him for his aggression. Yet it's easy to wonder what might have been if he had stood pat.
How about this lineup?
That's making some assumptions, sure. First, Turner would never have been flipped to the Nationals in December 2014 -- a deal that yielded the Padres outfielder Wil Myers from Tampa Bay while Washington gave up just outfielder Steven Souza Jr. and also received pitcher Joe Ross. Because we know Preller is a dealmaker, imagine that the Padres extended Turner before he reached free agency, something the Nationals were unable to do. He's instead taking $300 million from the Philadelphia Phillies. Put some version of that money on the Padres' payroll.
Merrill, an outfielder from Severna Park, Maryland, and the Padres' first-round pick in 2021, is tight with fellow Marylander Wood and hits behind him here. Because San Diego still has financial might -- the Padres have drawn more than 3.2 million fans each of the past two seasons -- Preller was allowed to give Machado an 11-year, $350 million extension in 2023 (after signing him in 2019). Machado hits fourth.
It's a similar situation for Bogaerts, the shortstop who signed an 11-year, $280 million deal before the 2023 season. Yeah, Bogaerts has never played a game at first base. But the Padres wouldn't have current first baseman Luis Arraez, acquired in a trade with Miami, and this San Diego team has shortstops all over the field, too.
We'll let Sheets, non-tendered by the Chicago White Sox and scooped up by San Diego in the offseason, serve as the DH, as he often does now. At catcher, call up Campusano -- who has struggled in the majors with the Padres but is raking at Class AAA with an OPS over 1.000 -- to go with Diaz, a veteran signed to a one-year deal for 2025.
If we're doing a strict no-Preller-trades roster, then right fielder Tatis can't be a Padre because the heist of the White Sox to acquire Tatis when he was a 16-year-old who hadn't played a minor league game didn't happen. So maybe trot 33-year-old Renfroe out there, even though he was a Padres first-round pick a dozen years ago and was part of the package used to land current San Diego second baseman Jake Cronenworth. Hey, you have to lament some of the moves you don't make, right?
(This game is a hair more fun if you allow Preller to make a single trade, acquiring Tatis. But there are rules, people.)
The rotation: Put Gore and Max Fried (like Turner, signed to a hypothetical extension) in front of free agent signee Nick Pivetta, with Cal Quantrill and Ryan Weathers, both with Miami (though Weathers is hurt), to go with Stephen Kolek, whom Preller plucked from Seattle in the Rule 5 draft a few years ago. That's six decent starters -- but no Dylan Cease, the ace of this staff, acquired from the White Sox.
Clase, a three-time all-star, is the closer. David Bednar, Steven Wilson and Matt Brash -- who have combined for nearly 3.0 Baseball-Reference Wins Above Replacement for the Pittsburgh Pirates, White Sox and Mariners, respectively -- are the backbone of the bullpen.
Those fictitious Padres? It says here they would be better than the actual Padres. Juan Soto is gone. Abrams, Wood and Gore -- and others -- are shining for new teams. Sometimes the best trade is the one you don't make.
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Halfway home, these Nats look fully cooked
Nationals waste another strong start by MacKenzie Gore in a 1-0 loss to the Padres and reach the season's midpoint by dropping their seventh straight series.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-06-26

MacKenzie Gore delivered six strong innings, allowing just one run while striking out six. (Derrick Tuskan/AP)


SAN DIEGO -- The sixth inning of Wednesday afternoon's 1-0 loss to the San Diego Padres was a microcosm of MacKenzie Gore's 17th start. The Washington Nationals' ace was not perfect, but he was darn close. He walked a batter. He had three soft groundballs hit his way and fired all three baseballs into first baseman Nathaniel Lowe's glove before shaking Manager Dave Martinez's hand.
He put his team on his shoulders across his 103 pitches, induced nothing all that noisy off the bat and tried to drag Washington out of the abyss.
But conceding just one run and allowing an average exit velocity of 75 mph (read: very slow) was not enough to keep the Nationals from dropping their seventh straight series. For all of Gore's heavy lifting, Padres right-hander Nick Pivetta still finished with the prettier final line: seven scoreless innings with 10 strikeouts, three singles and no walks. For good measure, in the top of the sixth, the Nationals struck out three times. Their only base runner in the inning was Jacob Young, who reached on a bunt single. Gore's record fell to 3-8 as his ERA dropped to 3.09.
"That's on us. That's on the lineup," Young said. "He keeps us in almost every game. We just haven't been able to score the runs, especially in games like this where we're one or two [runs away]. ... But he's had our back on the mound. So hopefully in the second half, we can have his."
"You don't want to really start that narrative," Gore said of his record. "But we've thrown the ball well as a whole. It's been some tough losses, but there's been a lot of good arms. [Pivetta] threw the ball great today. So it's just kind of the way the baseball is sometimes."
The Nationals are 33-48 at the midpoint of their campaign. In a season that was supposed to be a step forward, this loss leaves them five games behind the pace of the back-to-back 71-win seasons of 2023 and 2024.
It also left them 5-18 in June. They would need to go 48-33 in the second half -- a 96-win pace -- to finish .500. That seems a stretch for a team whose stated goal in spring training was to "play meaningful games in September." On Opening Day, Martinez said success, to him, would be making the postseason. After 81 games, they are in last place in the National League East. How, then, do they define success in the second half?
"[We've got to] take it one day at a time," Gore said. "There's a lot of baseball left. You can do a lot in 81 games."
"Got to take it one day at a time," Martinez said. "I'm not worried about October. I'm worried about Anaheim on Friday."
"Winning ballgames," Young said. "I mean, I think it's pretty simple. It was the goal from the first half, and it continues to be the goal for the second half."
Are there reasons for optimism? Yes. James Wood is on pace for 44 home runs, which would be the second most in Nationals history, and 126 RBI, which would tie Anthony Rendon's record. CJ Abrams is on track for back-to-back seasons of 20 homers and 20 stolen bases. Gore has an NL-leading 129 strikeouts in 17 starts -- extrapolate that to how many starts he made last year (32), and you get 243 strikeouts. Only Max Scherzer and Stephen Strasburg have recorded more across a single season in a Nationals uniform. Closer Kyle Finnegan is on pace for 36 saves.
But this is not where the players in Washington's clubhouse believed they would be at the halfway mark. At the end of May, they scored at least nine runs in four straight games and rose to 28-30. They have fallen off a cliff since.
Gore bounced back from his worst outing of the season against the Los Angeles Dodgers behind a sharp fastball and even better breaking pitches. He generated 18 swings and misses. And he strutted off the mound at the end of each inning as if he knew there was little else he could do. The Padres (44-36) scored their only run in the second inning, when Gore allowed a two-out walk to No. 8 hitter Tyler Wade. Upon getting the ball back, Gore spiked it toward Washington's dugout.
It was a prescient moment of frustration. A wild pitch and two groundball singles brought Wade home. Young threw out Elias Diaz at the plate to keep the Nationals' deficit at 1.
Pivetta matched Gore pitch for pitch, zero for zero, from there. Through four innings, Pivetta had faced the minimum. Through six, he was smiling on the mound, still pitching a scoreless game. The Nationals had trouble picking up his fastball. In the sixth, strikeouts of Abrams and Wood stirred the crowd of 40,532. A soft groundout by Brady House ended the right-hander's day after seven.
A flyout from Wood ended Washington's afternoon. The Nationals never put a runner in scoring position.
"We're either one hit away or one play away," Martinez said. "But we got to keep grinding. We got to keep up with the energy. The energy was good today. I mean, it really was."
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The long and short of it: Tre Johnson, Wizards could be a perfect fit
The rookie guard, drafted with the No. 6 pick Wednesday night, has the look of someone who could thrive in Washington's system.
By Candace Buckner | 2025-06-26

Tre Johnson brings a unique wardrobe and high-level of shooting to Washington. (Sarah Stier/Getty Images)


The most noticeable thing about Tre Johnson is not his fashion. Promise. Even though Johnson made himself a topic Wednesday night among those who wonder why anyone would be caught on camera wearing a cropped suit jacket and billowing dress shorts that looked like they were stolen from his big brother's closet.
The look was so jarring that as Johnson, whom the Washington Wizards selected sixth overall in the NBA draft, walked toward the stage at Barclays Center for his big moment, ESPN analyst Jay Bilas couldn't resist.
"Up top, he looks like a banker," Bilas cracked. "Down low, he's like a guitarist for AC/DC."

Johnson walks on the red carpet at the NBA draft with a distinctive look. (Sarah Stier/Getty Images)


With a jumper like his, Johnson can get away with wearing anything he wants.
In continuing their rebuilding project, the Wizards drafted someone ready to rise, aim and fire. As a freshman at Texas, Johnson led the SEC with a 19.9 scoring average. It's Johnson -- and not that other former spectacular Longhorn, Kevin Durant -- who owns the school's freshman single-game scoring record with 39 points. And during the NCAA tournament play-in game against Xavier, his shooting was so impressive that opposing coach Sean Miller extended his hand during play to slap fives after Johnson hit one of his four three-pointers.
Johnson shot 39.7 percent on three-pointers and 41 percent on catch-and-shoot attempts. He comes to a situation in Washington where his shooting will be even more appreciated (the Wizards ranked 27th overall in scoring last season).
Though the storyline of the night belonged to No. 1 overall pick Cooper Flagg, the Wizards' focus remained on their own narrative and adding more ready-to-play 19-year-olds. In Johnson, along with wing Will Riley, taken No. 21, Washington found more scorers to develop.
"Pound for pound, if he's not the best shooter, [Johnson] is one of the best shooters in the draft," Wizards General Manager Will Dawkins said. "But that's not his only skill. He's someone that can make plays ... for others and averaged 19 points a game in the SEC, led the whole conference in scoring as a freshman, like in conference play. That's hard to do."
Maybe even harder to do: finding a teenage player with the right disposition for what's happening in D.C. After consecutive seasons that yielded just 15 and 18 wins, Dawkins and Michael Winger, president of Monumental Basketball, have created a rebuilding timeline without an end in sight. That's ideal for a young player who might appreciate incremental growth -- but not the immediate payoff of wins.
"What Michael and I are trying to do with the organization, we're pretty direct with that, and we're probably not for everybody," Dawkins said. "What we're trying to do is different, and you got to want to be here and be a part of that. And we bring guys in and they meet with different people within the organization to get a real feeling for what it's like. ... So they know exactly what they're getting into, and it's not the right partnership for everybody. But I think players who are serious about basketball and want to work, and bet on themselves and use the resources that we're going to give them, we're typically good matches for them."
As a Washington Post analysis highlighted this week, only four players among a group of 75 draft picks taken from No. 6 through No. 10 over a 15-year period have blossomed into surefire superstars. Keeping reasonable expectations, there is a greater likelihood this latest lottery pick can become what the report deemed as a "high-level" or "regular" starter. What's more, recent history should give Wizards' fans hope.
Bennedict Mathurin, the sixth pick for the Indiana Pacers in 2022, entered the league as a bucket. Although an injury stalled his second year, Mathurin showed flashes as instant offense off the bench during the team's run to the NBA Finals. Mathurin might not be the most likely comparison, but Johnson has that same scoring gene. And unlike Mathurin, who came into the league and faced a logjam of veterans ahead of him, Johnson enters a more favorable situation.
With veteran combo guard Jordan Poole moving on to New Orleans, Johnson can get all the minutes possible for development, on a roster that will include second-year wings Kyshawn George and AJ Johnson. During his one and only season at Texas, Johnson led the tough SEC in minutes per game with 34.7. Here in Washington, that assignment might look like spring break compared with the workload he'll get. If Bub Carrington led all the league's rookies in minutes last season, just wait for Johnson's arrival. He'll log a ton of time and have the opportunity to score a lot of buckets.
"My scoring," Johnson said, without hesitation when asked to rate his strengths. "Great shooting. Scoring, in general. Playmaking is also a strength of mine and my I.Q. and leadership."
Then, Johnson shifted to his areas that need improvement. As confident as he may seem, he sounds just as pragmatic: "My defense and also navigating how to be a leader, especially with older guys."
Johnson has no problem levying self-criticism. He shared insight into his predraft visit with the Wizards and how Dawkins pointed out a flaw: that while in college, Johnson would take a play off here and there. How many athletes would openly admit to needing to break a bad habit such as noticeably not playing hard enough? And how many would share this on the same night that a professional team made him a multimillionaire?
"Most guys don't want to critique themselves," Johnson said. "But I feel like to become better, you got to be honest with yourself, at least."
Okay, he's honest. That's good. Sooooo, about that draft night outfit. A look that either made Fab Five enthusiasts proud or fashion critics retch. Among the Class of 2025, Johnson stood out with his business-meets-baggy shorts ensemble, but he'll have more of a platform to shine in Washington.
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All that ugly contact is messing with Caitlin Clark's shot -- and her head
What's wrong with Indiana Fever star Caitlin Clark? She's hoping rather than knowing.
By Sally Jenkins | 2025-06-26

Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark went 0 for 6 from three-point range during Tuesday's game against the Seattle Storm. (Lindsey Wasson/AP) 


Caitlin Clark's insuperable ease when she's at her best is what's so transfixing about her game: She kites the ball to the rim as effortlessly as a kid sails a paper airplane. But right now, the ease is gone. What started as a minor off night has become a recognizable slump: In the Indiana Fever's past three games, she made just 1 of 23 shots from the three-point line. She's all knotted up. The cure starts with this: She needs to find the "play" in playing again. If only the officials will let her.
The Slump is an age-old syndrome from which no shooter is immune -- just ask Stephen Curry of 2022 or Reggie Miller of 2000. It happens. "She should watch some of Steph's early tapes," says Bruce Fraser, an assistant coach for player development with the Golden State Warriors. "She'll smile." Still, no matter how common the experience, the word "slump" is one that a great shooter doesn't ever want to hear, much less admit to. "It's a scary thing to address with a player -- let's start with that," Fraser says.
At this point, Clark's slump is obvious. In Tuesday night's victory over the Seattle Storm, she scored just six points on 3-for-13 shooting, going 0 for 6 from behind the arc. Yet even then, there was a note of blindered denial among the Fever.
"She'll be fine," teammate Lexie Hull insisted. "We're not worried about it. ... This happens to every player, every great player. She'll be fine." Sure, she will -- as soon as she figures out how to address the slump. And how to fight through it when defenses deck her.
The causes of slumps are various, and the fixes can be complicated -- is her balance slightly off, is the arc on the ball too high, is she pressing on her shot selection? Can the Fever do more schematically to loosen up defenses? Is it a hangover from the quad strain that kept her out of five games, or related to the groin injury that will keep her out of Thursday night's game? All of those may be the case, but it's also true that execrable officiating is a major contributor: The ludicrous rugby level of contact in the WNBA not only uglifies the product for fans, but it has significantly messed with the head of the game's best shooter.
Great shooters find a sense of physical quietude, even in the maelstrom. There's a kind of blankness in their gaze as they screen out all the stimuli. But Clark is having to claw through, over and around so many obstacles that it's difficult for her to get quiet. Against the Storm, she looked like a marionette with its strings tangled. Nothing flowed. Some of that was Seattle's legitimately terrific defense, but it also has become habitual for teams to continually bang and tug at her every time she tries to relocate. The physical discomfort has become mental disorientation; space is so tight that she has been rushing and doesn't seem to be shooting the ball so much as flinging it.
"There are four stages to a shooter's mind," says Doc Scheppler, Jeremy Lin's longtime shot mechanics doctor and a multi-title-winning girls' coach at Pinewood High in Northern California. "'I know it's going in, I want it to go in, I hope it goes in, and I'm begging it to go in.' When somebody performs their best in any sport, there's a 'know' to it."
Clark is hoping instead of knowing.
Part of the difficulty in curing a slump is that shooters live in a state of denial; they don't want to disrupt their knowingness, so they aren't especially willing to even admit a slump is a slump. Recently, Pacers great Miller, who went 1 for 16 in the opening game of the 2000 NBA Finals, told the Indianapolis Star, "When you're asking me to revisit some of my shooting slumps, I'm going to ask you, 'What shooting slumps?'"
Fraser observes: "The big question is, how do you address it -- and fix it? And that's the tricky equation because you don't want to admit to a player they're in a slump if you can help it. You can't say it."
The worst thing a shooter can do is think. That may be part of Clark's trouble these past few games, and it's reminiscent of what Curry went through as he became the Warriors' front man. Clark's role is so large, her responsibilities so multiple as the main ballhandler, facilitator and chief scoring option, that she's forced to continually think and rethink, not just for herself but for others. The stress of being guarded for 90 feet may simply be adding up. "She never gets an easy catch and shoot. She never gets one," Scheppler observes. "When she brings it up the court, she has somebody in her grill. After made baskets, there's somebody in her grill."

Caitlin Clark launches a three-point attempt against A'ja Wilson of the Las Vegas Aces. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images) 


As Curry's shot mechanic Brandon Payne has observed, a shot is a not a single motion but a "sequence." Curry must work so hard with, and for, the ball to create space that his sequencing can get out of order, especially when he has to fight through excessive physical contact. In 2022, Curry went through a horrible stretch in which he made just 8 of 41 attempts from the field.
Fraser trod lightly with him. Shooters are so tactile that they might overcorrect. If Fraser talked to him about a specific arm angle, Curry would focus on it too much, and it would cost him his greatest gift -- his feel. Eventually, they discovered the slump was related to the fact that Curry had started releasing from his toes rather than the balls of his feet.
Over the years, Curry has learned to absorb contact and find space without letting it alter his motion. "Until he was able to do that, his shot was changing," Fraser says. Clark is in a similar phase: She's seeing ever more physicality and intensity from defenses; they're trapping her, blitzing her. "The shots are few and far between and the level of difficulty goes up," Fraser says. "She is probably enduring some of the same stuff. It's not just a slump. The ability to get shots is increasingly difficult."
Adjusting to the higher degree of difficulty is as much mental as physical, Fraser says. These days, Fraser points out, Curry doesn't really have deep slumps. "Part of his maturity now is that those missed shots don't continue to bother him. It doesn't affect him like it used to. He's matured through that state. She will, too. It's just part of her growth."
In other words, Clark doesn't need to break her slump so much as live through it. As a great shooter matures, their sequence becomes ever more reflexive. Curry is so knowing that he often doesn't even watch the ball in flight. He's already looking at the opposing bench -- because he knows. How does such a similarly sensitive, intuitive shooter such as Clark recover that level of knowingness? Perhaps she should listen to Curry, who has observed that the main thing he seeks to do in breaking a slump is rediscover the basic pleasure of shooting. "I'm not worried about the selection as much as figuring out what needs to change in terms of knocking them down and finding the joy of shooting the ball," Curry once said.
Different players and coaches have different mental practices for doing that. At Connecticut, Geno Auriemma and assistant Chris Dailey tell players to work on swishes -- not just making shots but making the net ripple cleanly. But Scheppler recommends an even simpler mental practice: Watch great shooters shoot. In Clark's case, that would be herself.
"My advice to Caitlin," he says, "would be to watch video of every shot you've made."
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A stacked DC Open field adds world No. 10 Ben Shelton to men's draw
American Ben Shelton, ranked 10th in the world, and other highly accomplished fixtures on the ATP and WTA tours have given the DC Open a deep field.
By Des Bieler | 2025-06-26

Ben Shelton reached the DC Open semifinals last year. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


An already-stacked DC Open field added another top player Thursday, when organizers announced world No. 10 Ben Shelton would be in the men's draw for next month's tournament.
The addition of Shelton, a 2024 semifinalist, gives the event the top eight American men in the ATP rankings. Taylor Fritz, the highest-ranked American at No. 5, previously joined a field already marked by talent from the men's and women's tours.
This year's DC Open, which will run from July 21 to 27 at William H.G. FitzGerald Tennis Center in Rock Creek Park, will make its preliminary main draws official Thursday. The draw is expected to include eight of the ATP's top 14 players across all nations of origin and six of the WTA's top 13.
Players who previously had committed include a pair of former world No. 1s: Naomi Osaka and Daniil Medvedev. They, along with Sofia Kenin, Emma Raducanu and Elena Rybakina, give the event five players with Grand Slam titles.
Kenin and Rybakina were among the highly accomplished players who more recently joined the field. Others include Gael Monfils, Amanda Anisimova, Flavio Cobolli, Diana Shnaider and Jakub Mensik. The field already featured the likes of Lorenzo Musetti and Alex de Minaur on the men's side, with Jessica Pegula, Paula Badosa -- the defending champion -- and Emma Navarro adding plenty of pop to the women's draw.
"This year's lineup includes more top-ranked players and global stars than ever before, and our fans are in for an unforgettable week of world-class tennis right here in Washington at the only combined 500-level tournament in the world," Mark Ein, the tournament's chairman, said in a statement. "This year's field is testament to how much players love coming to Washington, D.C. and how much our passionate community has embraced this event over the last 50 years."
The contingent of American men also includes fan favorite Frances Tiafoe, ranked No. 12, and 13th-ranked Tommy Paul, plus 2024 DC Open champion Sebastian Korda, Brandon Nakashima, Alex Michelsen and Marcos Giron.
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H.S. sports superlatives: Best season, comeback, playoff run and more
After 10 months of action across the D.C. area, we broke out a time-honored yearbook tradition to recognize some of the school year's top moments.
By Michael Errigo | 2025-06-26

Malik Washington and his Archbishop Spalding teammates earn the superlative "Best undefeated season." (Graeme Sloan/For the Washington Post)


Another school year has come to an end, meaning it's time to break out the yearbooks and wish your classmates a great summer. To capture some of the best moments from the past 10 months of high school sports, we turned to a yearbook tradition: superlatives. No, we didn't choose a class clown. But here are 10 categories after an exciting year.
Archbishop Spalding football
The Cavaliers entered the season surrounded by immense hype, and they never came close to disappointing. Topping local rankings and steadily climbing national polls, Spalding dominated one opponent after another. The Cavaliers finished 12-0, winning a third straight Maryland Interscholastic Athletic Association A division title and cementing themselves as the best team in the D.C. area.
Honorable mention: Gonzaga soccer, Independence girls' soccer, Quince Orchard football, St. John's girls' hockey, Whitman wrestling
Bishop O'Connell volleyball
The Washington Catholic Athletic Conference final started to slip away from O'Connell in the fourth set. With Holy Cross up 11 points, it seemed the Knights were in for a decisive fifth set with all of the momentum on their opponents' side. But they chipped away at the deficit, putting together an improbable comeback one point at a time. With a 27-25 set win to close the match, O'Connell shocked the Tartans and grabbed the conference title.
Honorable mention: Gonzaga rowing, Marriotts Ridge girls' lacrosse, Riverside girls' lacrosse, South River girls' basketball

On Shaun Rudick's single, Walter Johnson's Grant Matalia scored the championship-winning run in the bottom of the seventh inning. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


Walter Johnson baseball
The Maryland Class 4A championship game ended with Walter Johnson senior Shaun Rudick hitting the ball to center field and raising his arms in the air. With his RBI single, the Wildcats walked off with a 7-6 win over Urbana and the first state title in program history.
Honorable mention: Gonzaga hockey, North Point football, West Potomac boys' lacrosse, West Springfield boys' track and field
Jordan Scott, South Lakes boys' basketball
The face of a dominant era for South Lakes, Scott led the Seahawks to a second straight Virginia Class 6 title with a new supporting cast. In the final game of a sterling high school career -- a 68-60 win over C.G. Woodson -- the Michigan State signee finished with 32 points, nine rebounds, five blocks and three assists.
Honorable mention: Patuxent football's Evan Blouir, St. Albans baseball's Myles Upchurch, Landon hockey's Reid Pehrkon, Leonardtown softball's Claire Radford

The Whitman girls' soccer team celebrated a fourth straight Maryland Class 4A title this fall. (Mark Gail/for The Washington Post)


Whitman girls' soccer
With a 3-0 championship game win over Crofton in mid-November, the Vikings became the first Maryland soccer program to win four straight titles in Class 4A. Led by a pack of four-year contributors, the self-assured Vikings embraced the talk of a four-peat and went wire-to-wire at No. 1 in our local rankings.
Honorable mention: Bishop O'Connell softball, Good Counsel girls' lacrosse, Lake Braddock gymnastics, Severna Park boys' lacrosse, Sidwell Friends girls' tennis, St. John's baseball, St. John's field hockey, Yorktown girls' swimming
Cam Ward, Largo boys' basketball
The senior forward made the most of his swan song, leading the Lions to another state title. But the All-Met Player of the Year also put his name in the record book, breaking what is believed to be Maryland's all-time scoring record for a public school player. Ward, a Michigan State signee, graduated with 2,716 points.
Honorable mention: Bullis track, Glenelg field hockey's Brinkley Eyre, Sidwell Friends girls' lacrosse's Avery Coleman

Naseem Tention helped Arundel to its first state title since 1975. (Graeme Sloan/For the Washington Post)


Arundel football
The Wildcats entered the postseason with an 8-1 record and high hopes. A consistent contender out of Anne Arundel County, Arundel hadn't won a state title since 1975. But in four games, Arundel bucked history. Led by dynamic senior quarterback Ahmir Lowery, the Wildcats outscored their postseason opponents 114-42 as they marched to the Maryland Class 3A championship. Their final performance of a dominant season was a 35-7 rout of Linganore in the title game.
Honorable mention: Bullis volleyball, Heritage baseball, Laurel boys' basketball, Lightridge boys' soccer, Thomas Jefferson girls' tennis
Heritage girls' basketball
Under first-year coach Tayler Cook, the Pride morphed from a .500 team to a Northern Virginia juggernaut. Favoring a relentless, defensive style, Heritage marched through the postseason, earning the first district and region titles in school history. In the last game of a program-changing season, the Pride stifled Salem to earn a 46-37 win in the Virginia Class 4 final.
Honorable mention: Coolidge girls' basketball, DeMatha lacrosse, Loudoun County girls' soccer

Cardozo Coach Omar Fox hugged guards Joell Young and Cameron Young after winning the DCIAA championship game against Jackson-Reed. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


Cardozo boys' basketball beats Jackson-Reed in the DCIAA final
Jackson-Reed entered the D.C. Interscholastic Athletic Association title game as the unquestioned favorite, carrying an undefeated record against league opponents that dated from 2023 and owning five of the past seven titles. But the Tigers met a Cardozo team that had been building toward this season for some time, and the Clerks delivered a masterful performance when it mattered most. Cardozo's 53-52 win surprised many locally and delivered the program's first DCIAA title since 2007.
Honorable mention: Dunbar football beats Friendship Collegiate in DCSAA final, Paul VI boys' basketball tops Gonzaga to win WCAC title
Katy Kelley, Broadneck girls' lacrosse
Not long after her Bruins secured a fifth straight state title with an 8-6 win over Urbana in the Maryland Class 4A final, Kelley used the postgame news conference to announce she would be stepping down after 25 years with the program, including 12 as head coach.
Honorable mention: Sherwood boys' basketball's Tom Sheahin, Whitman gymnastics' Wendy Mihm, Yorktown girls' lacrosse's Jenny Keimig
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Wizards take Texas guard Tre Johnson with No. 6 pick in NBA draft
The 19-year-old averaged 19.9 points as a freshman and could provide instant offense; rebuilding Wizards also get Illinois wing Will Riley via trade later in the first round.
By Varun Shankar | 2025-06-26

Tre Johnson, posing with NBA Commissioner Adam Silver shortly after his selection became official, can play either guard position. (Brad Penner/Imagn Images) 


The Washington Wizards selected Texas guard Tre Johnson with the No. 6 pick in Wednesday night's first round of the NBA draft, giving the rebuilding team a sharpshooter with the potential to become a core part of its offense.
Johnson, 19, has the size (6-foot-43/4) and length (6-101/4 wingspan) to play either guard position. That height and a high release point made his jump shot lethal. He looked comfortable shooting off the dribble, spotting up or flying off screens. Johnson made 39.7 percent of his three-pointers and averaged 19.9 points during his lone season with the Longhorns. He was named SEC freshman of the year and was second-team all-SEC.
The Wizards entered the draft also holding the No. 18 pick, a selection they traded to the Utah Jazz for the draft rights to Illinois wing Will Riley, the No. 21 pick. That deal also gave Washington a selection in Thursday's second round (No. 43 overall) along with second-round picks in 2031 and 2032, according to a person with knowledge of the deal. ESPN first reported the trade.
Johnson's shooting was a big part of his appeal for the Wizards, who had the second-worst three-point percentage in the league last season.
"When you look at how well he shot the ball off the dribble as well as off the catch ... that's impressive at his size," General Manager Will Dawkins said. "I think pound for pound, if he's not the best shooter, [he is] one of the best shooters in the draft."
That skill also provides hope that Johnson could become a primary offensive threat, something the Wizards hadn't found in their first two drafts under Dawkins.
"[I can] be a guy that can also help space the floor for guys that love to create, and also so guys can't help that much. If you do [help], that's an easy assist," Johnson told reporters when asked how he can fit with the Wizards. "And also be a guy that can help get others going with my playmaking."
For Johnson to become more than a shooter, he will need to improve his game around the rim and his playmaking. He averaged just 2.7 assists in his lone college season. He also will need to improve as a defender.
In Johnson's meeting with Wizards brass, he said Dawkins showed him video clips of him "taking plays off."
"That's not the player I want to be," Johnson said. "... I appreciate [Dawkins]. I feel like in my workout, he pushed me. I needed that."
Asked about the interaction, Dawkins joked that he first needed to get Johnson to stop sharing "house secrets."
"When we bring guys in, we make sure that we get a feel for who they are, they get a feel for who we are, spending a lot of time here and we're not going to sugarcoat [anything]," Dawkins said. " ... There's a lot to like with Tre but there are some areas he's got to grow just like every other 19-year-old player."
Johnson joins a group of young guards that includes 2024 first-round picks Bub Carrington and AJ Johnson. Tre Johnson's size and shooting should allow him to play alongside either player or with CJ McCollum, acquired from the New Orleans Pelicans on Tuesday as part of the Jordan Poole trade.
The trade of Poole, which cannot become official until early July, opened up the possibility for the Wizards to take a guard with either of their first-round picks.

Will Riley is heading to the Wizards. (Adam Hunger/AP)


Riley, 19, is a 6-8 wing with a slightly longer wingspan -- tools that held clear appeal to Dawkins and the Wizards.
The Big Ten sixth man of the year averaged 12.6 points and 4.1 rebounds. He showed a fluid offensive game but will need to add strength, measuring in at just 185.6 pounds at the combine.
"The coaches really like my versatility. They like my ability to shoot," Riley told reporters. "They like my guard skills, and they like my IQ a lot."
He joins a crowded group of wings -- but one that could thin soon. Khris Middleton is on an expiring contract. Corey Kispert could be a trade candidate, and Justin Champagnie has no guaranteed money left on his contract. The Wizards already traded forward Saddiq Bey as part of the Poole deal. Recent draft picks Kyshawn George and Bilal Coulibaly will serve as early measuring sticks.
"He's still growing. He's somebody that we feel confident is going to come in the gym and push people and develop at his own time," Dawkins said. "But he has ball skills, he can make plays ... and he's probably a better defender than people give him credit for. But we're going to test that out right away at Summer League, make him guard."
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Mavericks make it official, select Cooper Flagg with first pick in NBA draft
Spurs take Dylan Harper second, 76ers pick VJ Edgecombe third on a draft night devoid of big surprises near the top.
By Ben Golliver | 2025-06-26

Cooper Flagg shakes hands with Commissioner Adam Silver after he was selected by the Dallas Mavericks with the first pick in the NBA draft. (Sarah Stier/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- The Dallas Mavericks selected Cooper Flagg with the No. 1 pick of the NBA draft Wednesday night, capitalizing on their good fortune in the draft lottery to take the 18-year-old basketball prodigy from rural Maine.
Flagg, who graduated from high school in three years and earned national player of the year honors during his freshman season at Duke, became the first White American to be selected with the top pick since Kent Benson in 1977 and the first Maine native to be drafted since Jeff Turner in 1984.
When he stepped onto the Barclays Center stage to shake hands with Commissioner Adam Silver, Flagg wore a blue three-piece suit that hinted at the Mavericks' color scheme. In Dallas, he will join a veteran team in transition following a stunning blockbuster trade that sent franchise guard Luka Doncic to the Los Angeles Lakers in February.
"It's so surreal to be here for a moment I've dreamed about for my whole life," Flagg said. "It's been a lot of work. When you get some recognition and people start talking about you, you just have to keep working. I'm trying to be a sponge [in Dallas]. I'm really looking forward to getting down there and learning as much as I can."
After Flagg's headlining moment, the San Antonio Spurs selected Rutgers guard Dylan Harper at No. 2, the Philadelphia 76ers took Baylor guard VJ Edgecombe at No. 3, the Charlotte Hornets opted for Duke guard Kon Knueppel at No. 4, and the Utah Jazz selected Rutgers forward Ace Bailey at No. 5.
The Spurs, who already have all-star guard De'Aaron Fox and reigning rookie of the year Stephon Castle in their backcourt, opted to keep Harper rather than trade the highly skilled lead guard, who averaged 19.4 points, 4.6 rebounds and 4.0 assists during his one-and-done season at Rutgers. Harper said he hoped he could be San Antonio's third consecutive rookie of the year after Victor Wembanyama and Castle.
"When you play with such good players, it just elevates your game," Harper said. "When you've got that many ballhandlers on the court, you can really space the court out. It makes the game so much easier for everyone else. Having the opportunity to be on the floor with all of them is great. It's definitely a goal of mine to make it three [rookies of the year] in a row. I think the coaching staff and the players are going to make it easy for me to go out there and showcase my talent."
The Washington Wizards were rumored to be targeting Bailey during the predraft process. They ultimately selected Texas guard Tre Johnson with the sixth pick. Bailey, who declined and canceled workouts with several teams in recent weeks, said he had "no idea" Utah intended to select him.
"The little kid in me is smiling hard right now," he said. "I know the hard work, the sacrifice, the blood, sweat and tears not just for me but that my family put into this. I'm just blessed to be here. I don't know a lot [about Utah], but I'm learning as I go. I know it gets cold and hot up there. I'm used to the cold because I've been in New Jersey. I'm used to the heat because I'm from the South. I can get along with it."

Ace Bailey was selected fifth by the Utah Jazz. (Adam Hunger/AP)


Once Johnson went to the Wizards, the New Orleans Pelicans selected Oklahoma guard Jeremiah Fears at No. 7, the Brooklyn Nets went for BYU guard Egor Demin at No. 8, the Toronto Raptors took South Carolina forward Collin Murray-Boyles at No. 9, and the Phoenix Suns selected Duke center Khaman Maluach with the No. 10 pick acquired from the Houston Rockets in the trade for Kevin Durant.
To round out the lottery, the Memphis Grizzlies selected Washington State forward Cedric Coward with the No. 11 pick acquired from the Portland Trail Blazers, the Chicago Bulls chose French forward Noa Essengue at No. 12, the Pelicans opted for Maryland center Derik Queen at No. 13 with a pick acquired from the Atlanta Hawks, and the Spurs selected Arizona forward Carter Bryant at No. 14.
But the night belonged to Flagg, who drew loud cheers from the Brooklyn crowd when his name was called to open the festivities. Despite hailing from tiny Newport, a town in central Maine with a population of roughly 3,000, Flagg emerged as the most coveted American prospect in more than a decade, and his selection by Dallas came as no surprise.
After leading Nokomis High to a state championship as a freshman in 2022, Flagg transferred to national powerhouse Montverde Academy in Florida for his sophomore season while earning significant attention from scouts and fans thanks to strong play on the AAU circuit and for USA Basketball's youth teams.
"It means a lot to me to have the support of the whole state [of Maine]," Flagg said. "I know how many people showed up today and supported me at some of the draft parties back home. It feels amazing knowing I can inspire younger kids. I was in their shoes not that long ago."
Flagg led Montverde to an undefeated season in 2023-24 and reclassified to fast-track his enrollment at Duke in 2024 and gain eligibility for the 2025 draft. While not every high-level prospect is capable of such an ambitious approach, Flagg has a rare combination of physical and emotional maturity.
The 6-foot-9 forward shined last summer during a scrimmage against LeBron James, Stephen Curry and the U.S. men's team as it prepared to win gold at the Paris Olympics, solidifying his position atop 2025 draft boards before he stepped foot on Duke's campus. Flagg then averaged 19.2 points, 7.5 rebounds, 4.2 assists, 1.4 blocks and 1.4 steals while leading the Blue Devils to the Final Four, establishing himself as the best player in college basketball despite his youth.
Flagg, who won't turn 19 until Dec. 21, became the NBA's youngest top pick since James arrived in the league directly from high school in 2003. Given his size, athleticism, high basketball IQ and exceptional motor, Flagg projects as a possible franchise player capable of dominating on offense and defense.
The Mavericks slipped into the lottery with a late-season swoon and had just a 1.8 percent chance of winning the top pick. By beating the odds, Dallas made Flagg its first No. 1 selection since Mark Aguirre in 1981. Once he makes his NBA debut, Flagg will become Duke's fourth active No. 1 pick, joining Kyrie Irving, Zion Williamson and Paolo Banchero.
"My mindset has always been to be a winner," Flagg said. "I'm going to try to win as hard as I can everywhere I go. I'm looking forward to being successful and winning a lot of games [in Dallas], for sure."

Cooper Flagg joins the Mavericks after they traded Luka Doncic during the season. (Mike Lawrie/Getty Images)
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NBA draft 2025 highlights: All the picks and trades as Mavericks take Cooper Flagg at No. 1
The Mavericks and Spurs surprised no one at Nos. 1 and 2, but things started to get a bit off-kilter when the Jazz went on the clock at No. 5 in an eventful first round of the NBA draft.
By Des Bieler, Matt Cohen, Washington Post staff, Ben Golliver, Varun Shankar, Artur Galocha | 2025-06-26
The first round of the 2025 NBA draft saw the Dallas Mavericks take Cooper Flagg at No. 1, as expected, followed by Dylan Harper to the San Antonio Spurs at No. 2. The inevitable twists and turns began at No. 5, where the Utah Jazz stopped Ace Bailey from sliding any further, before the Portland Trail Blazers made a surprise selection at No. 16 with China's Yang Hansen. The Brooklyn Nets made a record five picks in the round, and the New Orleans Pelicans executed a decidedly head-scratching trade to move up to 13 for former Maryland standout Derik Queen.
Continue reading for all of the picks, trades and highlights, plus analysis from the first round of the NBA draft.
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A woman has never run a sub-4-minute mile. Will Faith Kipyegon be the first?
Kenyan great Faith Kipyegon will give it a try this week in Paris, with assistance from cutting-edge attire and drafting behind pacesetters.
By Cindy  Boren | 2025-06-25

Faith Kipyegon, who won the women's 1,500-meter final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, will test her limits again this week in Paris. (David J. Phillip/AP)


The long days when Faith Kipyegon, the world record holder in the mile and the 1,500 meters, was a young girl running barefoot in Kenya have led her to this point, fueling a belief that something greater always lies ahead. This week, she will test that belief when she attempts to become the first woman to break the four-minute barrier in the mile.
The 31-year-old will need to shave just under eight seconds off her record time of 4 minutes 7.64 seconds when she makes her attempt Thursday on the first of a three-day window in the Nike-sponsored Breaking4 race in Paris. While that is a daunting task, she will have plenty of help -- ranging from cutting-edge attire and a public relations push to old-school strategy such as drafting behind pacesetters.
As with Eliud Kipchoge's Breaking2 sub-two-hour marathon in 2019, a world record is unlikely to be recognized by World Athletics, track and field's governing body, because the event isn't sanctioned and pacesetters will be used. That, however, is beside the point with this effort. Kipyegon and the scientists who have researched her technique are focused on the long-range implications.
"It's about being mentally strong and believing in everything you do," Kipyegon said last week from Kenya. "Just being strong [and] believing in the training, believing in empowering the next generation. Believing in everything that [has made me] from my younger [days] when I was running barefoot to where I am now, that's what has given me that drive."
She is tantalizingly close to a sub-4, the legendary accomplishment of Roger Bannister 71 years ago. A recent Royal Society Open Science paper showed just how close, stressing the importance of drafting -- running in formation behind and ahead of other athletes to reduce drag and allow the designated competitor to run faster at the same rate of energy expenditure.
Studying the energy she used during her mile record, the scientists found she could run roughly a 3:59.37 mile "with drafting provided by one pacer in front and one in back who change out with two other pacers at 800 meters." It's as simple as "the runner in front literally pushing air molecules out of the way," Rodger Kram, a University of Colorado emeritus professor in integrative physiology and one of the authors of the paper, said in an interview.
But drafting presents a unique problem for Kipyegon, a three-time Olympic gold medalist in the 1,500 who is "cursed by being so very talented," Kram said. "There aren't many female runners with the speed to provide the proper drafting."
According to Kram, Kipyegon also can help herself by resisting her impulse to run wide on the blue rubber track at Paris's Stade Charlety. Having "several pacers in a wedge or an arrowhead configuration in front or to her right could help her stay closer to the rail," Kram said. "The benefit of that is it shortens the distance around the track just a bit."
Kipyegon will be helped by Nike's cutting-edge technology on what the company calls a "moonshot." She'll wear super spikes (the Victory Elite FK), a "one-of-one" 3D-printed sports bra made from thermoplastic polyurethane and an aerodynamic "fly suit" with arm and leg sleeves, a headband and "aeronodes" designed to reduce drag, the company said in a news release. Nike's six-person design team used the "full power of sports science research and design expertise to create the integrated made-for-speed products to help get her there -- breaking a barrier thought to be indomitable," Nike said.
Granular details are proprietary but, like the attempt itself, the equipment is significant for what it may say about the future for top-level athletes as well as weekend warriors. So, too, is the idea of drafting in races. "Anyone from top elite to lower-level runners can benefit from adopting the optimal drafting formation for as much of their race as they can," Edson Soares da Silva, another author of the paper, told Outside.
Falling short of breaking four minutes would be a disappointment but one tempered by the idea that even a finish in, say, 4:02 would be a significant step -- a sign that one day soon Kipyegon will have speedy company. "Faith is the best candidate now [for a sub-4]," Kram pointed out before adding that female runners continue to chip away at lower times. Shortly after graduating from high school in Utah, Jane Hedengren lowered the record in the high school mile by nearly five seconds, finishing in 4:23.50 in the HOKA Festival of Miles on June 5 in St. Louis.
"The depth of women's sports is not quite to the level that men's was when Roger Bannister was breaking the four-minute barrier," said Shalaya Kipp, a postdoctoral research fellow in exercise physiology at the Mayo Clinic who ran the 3,000 steeplechase at the 2012 London Olympics and another of the Royal Society Open Science study's authors.
"He had two other very good men -- one of them eventually went on to break the four-minute barrier as well -- and we don't have that depth of females yet. Faith is very much a standout runner right now, and so I think we do need this kind of curated attempt if we're going to see this barrier broken."
Kipyegon's attempt builds on Kipchoge's Breaking2 project in 2017, in which he sought to run a marathon in under two hours. Although his attempt that time failed, he finished in 1:59:40 two years later. That came out of a University of Colorado study in which Kram's lab determined intense training, state-of-the-art shoes, an ideal course and weather, and drafting were the key components needed for a record-setting pace. Backed by British chemical company Ineos, the attempt was held on a closed six-mile course in a park, and more than three dozen pacemakers rotated in and out in groups throughout the race.
The idea of having Kipyegon take on a shorter distance came to Kram and scientists who did the Royal Society Open Science study in 2023, when she set the mile world record in Monaco. They watched as she ran her fourth lap alone and, since then, no female runner has come within four seconds of her mark.
"We went back to some of our initial emails and we're all just kind of emailing back and forth just thinking about it, so it's been in our heads for a while," Kipp said. "When we watched her Monaco race, it really stood out to us how poorly she drafted, and we started doing the calculations."
With 100 percent drafting effectiveness, Kipyegon could finish in 3:53, they determined. Then they considered scenarios in which Kipyegon had pacesetters for two, three and four laps. The ideal spot seemed to have two pacers -- one 1.3 meters (roughly 41/4 feet) in front and one the same distance behind -- for the race. In that scenario, Kipyegon could run a 3:59.37. That was an eye-opening moment for Kram because it was almost exactly the time of Bannister's historic mile (3:59.4).
"If you have just one running in front, you get about a 70 percent drafting effect," Kram said. That increases to 75 percent with one in front and one behind. Pacesetters in official races usually drop out before the end of the race, and Kipyegon could use male pacers to run all four laps or rotate women during the race.

"It's about being mentally strong and believing in everything you do," Faith Kipyegon said about this week's challenge. (Nicolas Tucat/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images) 


After this week's run, scientists such as Kram and Kipp will pore over the information it will yield for the present and the future.
"We know that in science there's a huge gap on understanding female physiology," Kipp said. "... I think it really highlights that we don't know a lot of female physiology, and a lot of the studies that we're using to understand Faith are all done with males.
"And so I think this will also help bring in more interest for female researchers and doing more sex-based differences studies. There's this whole other side of me that gets excited. There's the athlete in me and also the researcher that sees there's another potential that could come out of this."
Lowering the time, even in increments, is "how running events happen," Kipp pointed out. "Everything is getting faster," she said. "We're going to keep seeing it get better and better. It's not going to stop. We know technology is getting better. We know more about nutrition. We know more about sports medicine. All these factors are going to keep getting records faster and faster. It's exciting."
For Kipyegon, barriers exist to be broken and she refuses to focus on it, preferring to put one foot in front of the other.
"You have to dream and go for that dream," Kipyegon said. "Just believing in yourself that what a man can do, a woman can do. Every training I do, I am dreaming of what's next in my career."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-06-26
MLB
1 p.m. Seattle at Minnesota -- MLB Network
7 p.m. Atlanta at New York Mets -- MLB Network
NBA
8 p.m. NBA draft, second round -- ESPN
WNBA
10 p.m. Washington at Las Vegas -- Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
GOLF
7:30 a.m. DP World Tour: Italian Open, first round -- Golf Channel
11 a.m. LPGA Tour: Dow Championship, first round -- Golf Channel
3 p.m. PGA Tour: Rocket Classic, first round -- Golf Channel
6 p.m. U.S. Senior Open, first round -- Golf Channel
SOCCER
3 p.m. FIFA Club World Cup, group stage: Juventus vs. Manchester City -- TNT
9 p.m. Women's friendly: Ireland at United States -- TBS, Universo
TENNIS
5:30 a.m. ATP/WTA: Eastbourne Open, quarterfinals; ATP: Mallorca Championships, quarterfinals; WTA: Bad Homburg Open, quarterfinals -- Tennis Channel
PRO FOOTBALL -- CANADIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE
8:30 p.m. Edmonton at Winnipeg -- CBS Sports Network
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The latest on measles outbreak cases in the U.S.
The latest measles outbreak case counts, with data from the CDC and affected states.
By Dan Keating | 2025-06-26
The United States is experiencing a large measles outbreak centered in West Texas. The first cases were reported in late January. Since then, the outbreak has spilled over to more states. Two unvaccinated and otherwise healthy school-aged children have died in Texas. An unvaccinated adult has died in New Mexico.
Here's a look at measles cases so far this year from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and affected states.
Most of the cases are in the Texas region.
The national view of cases.
The outbreak is mainly among unvaccinated children. These are the latest CDC estimates of vaccination rates for kindergartners, from the 2023-2024 school year. To prevent measles outbreaks, 95 percent of the population needs to be vaccinated with two doses of the measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine.
Data for this page is updated as of June 26, 2025. Lena H. Sun contributed to this report.
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After their teens died, this couple made a phone booth for anyone coping with loss
The "wind phone" was installed by Colin Campbell and Gail Lerner, whose children, Ruby and Hart Campbell, were killed by a drunk driver in 2019.
By Sydney Page | 2025-06-26

The wind phone Colin Campbell and Gail Lerner set up in Joshua Tree, California, in honor of their children, Ruby and Hart, who were killed in a car crash in 2019. (Colin Campbell)


Colin Campbell was driving with his wife, Gail Lerner, and their two teens along Highway 62 near Morongo Valley, California, when a drunk driver going 90 miles an hour struck their car.
Ruby, 17, and Hart, 14, who were seated in the back, were killed in the crash. The family was on their way to their new home in the town of Joshua Tree that evening in June 2019.

From left, Hart Campbell, Colin Campbell, Ruby Campbell and Gail Lerner in 2016. (Courtesy of Colin Campbell)


On June 12, the six-year anniversary of the crash, Campbell and Lerner installed a disconnected rotary phone as a wind phone, where mourners can make one-way calls to people they have lost. They placed it in Joshua Tree -- one of Ruby and Hart's favorite places.
"The last thing we did as a family was pick that house," Campbell said. "It became a grief sanctuary."
They hoped the wind phone, placed near their home, would offer them and others a quiet space to connect with lost loved ones and move through grief.
"Anyone in grief can visit, sit down in the privacy of the vast desert, pick up the rotary phone and call their loved one via the cosmic connection," Campbell explained.

The wind phone is in Joshua Tree, near Campbell and Lerner's home. (Colin Campbell)


The concept of a wind phone began in Japan in 2010. After losing his cousin to cancer, a man named Itaru Sasaki put an old-fashioned phone booth in his garden to feel a continued connection.
A year later, following a devastating earthquake and tsunami that killed thousands, Sasaki moved his phone booth to a hill overlooking the Pacific Ocean.
Since then, hundreds of wind phones have appeared around the world, including nearly 300 in the United States. Typically located in secluded outdoor spaces, they feature disconnected rotary phones available for public use.
Campbell encountered a wind phone for the first time in October 2024. He picked up the phone and began to speak.

Campbell with his children in 2015. (Courtesy of Colin Campbell)


"I started talking to Ruby and Hart and weeping," he said. "It was so powerful."
He told Lerner about his experience, and they decided to build one themselves.
"We both said it would be so beautiful to have our own wind phone out in the desert," Campbell said.
"I was really excited to make one," Lerner said. "There is a rabbi named Abraham Joshua Heschel who said, 'build your life as if it were a work of art' and this seemed like a wonderful way to do that."
They found a yellow rotary phone at a vintage shop and later stumbled upon a glass cabinet at a secondhand sale in Joshua Tree. They transformed it into a phone booth, complete with a notebook for callers to log their conversations. They timed its installation to coincide with the anniversary of the crash.

Campbell and Lerner found a vintage yellow rotary phone to use as the wind phone. (Colin Campbell)


Lerner made the first call. She created a phone number combining Ruby's and Hart's birthdays. Then she began speaking to her children.
"I felt this rush, this deep connection," Lerner said. "Usually when I talk to Ruby and Hart, I'm crying, shouting, asking where they are. But this time it felt different."

Lerner and Hart in 2013. (Courtesy of Colin Campbell)


"I was just telling them, 'Hey, we miss you. Here's what Dad and I are doing, here's what we made for you,'" Lerner continued. "It wasn't like I felt them responding, but I felt like they were hearing it, and I felt like my words were reaching them."
When actress Jamie Lee Curtis, who has worked with Lerner, shared a Facebook post about the wind phone, it resonated with thousands of people who responded with their own stories of grief.
"I will definitely call my son and daughter-in-law the next time we are in Joshua Tree," someone wrote. "A drunk driver ended their lives in December 2023. They left behind four beautiful young children who continue to struggle with the loss of their parents."
Another commented, "This is amazing and so touching. I lost my son in 2005 at age 23 and there is not one moment of all the days since that I don't miss my boy and wish I could just hear him say mom."

A sign pointing to the wind phone. (Colin Campbell)


In an interview with The Washington Post, Curtis expressed admiration for Campbell and Lerner's resilience.
"I am taken by what people do in the face of unimaginable loss and grief," she said. "I can't imagine that experience, and yet they walk it so beautifully."
Curtis met the couple in 2020, connecting with Lerner through a creative project.

Jamie Lee Curtis attends a premiere during the 2025 Tribeca Festival at Carnegie Hall in New York City. (Dimitrios Kambouris/Getty Images)


"I saw that Colin posted about the phone, and needless to say, it moved me -- to see how people metabolize grief and tragedy into another realm of consciousness and compassion and understanding, and helping people through loss," Curtis said. "They are both artists, and they're carrying on their children's life energies through their own work."
Lerner -- a television writer and director -- wrote a middle-grade novel in 2022 called "The Big Dreams of Small Creatures," and its characters are inspired by Ruby and Hart. Campbell -- a theater artist and professor of film and theater --  wrote a book in 2023 called "Finding the Words: Working Through Profound Loss with Hope and Purpose." He also wrote and performed a one-man play shortly after their children's deaths.

Lerner reading to Hart and Ruby in 2008. (Farah Brelvi)


Together, they run the Ruby and Hart Foundation, a nonprofit that promotes children's literacy and storytelling, especially in underserved communities.
"Ruby and Hart loved reading," Lerner said. "I think reading and being read to shaped their imaginations."

Ruby in 2018. (Courtesy of Colin Campbell)


They described their daughter as "brilliant, eccentric and an amazingly talented artist." She was "proud and fierce," and she stood up for younger children getting bullied.
Hart, Campbell said, "was this incredibly handsome, charismatic clown ... he was very, very funny."

Lerner and Campbell described their son, Hart, as hilarious. (Courtesy of Colin Campbell)


"They were remarkably close," Lerner added. "He was a huge champion of hers, and she just really doted on him."
A few months before the crash, Ruby told her parents they should consider fostering or adopting.
"She said there were so many kids who needed families, and we have such a loving family," Campbell said.
About 18 months after the crash, Campbell and Lerner opened their home to foster children.
"We wanted meaning and purpose," Lerner said. "A reason to be curious about the future."

Lerner and Campbell with the two teen siblings they adopted on June 17. (Courtesy of Colin Campbell)


On June 17, Campbell and Lerner adopted two biological siblings, ages 15 and 14, both of whom came into their lives in 2022.
"Ruby and Hart would be so proud," Lerner said.
People have already started visiting the wind phone, including Colleen Leonard, who came on June 22, after hearing about it on social media.

Colleen Leonard makes a call on the wind phone. (Colleen Leonard)


"I was really struggling, grieving lots of different people," said Leonard, who lives in Twentynine Palms, California. "All sorts of people have been heavy on my heart."
She called her friend's daughter, Katie, who died in 2023 at age 15. She also called her cousin, Nick, who died at 19 in 2002.

A note Leonard wrote after using the phone. (Colleen Leonard)


"I just kept going," Leonard said. "I definitely left there feeling less heavy ... It was a little bit of joy, and I think sometimes, those little bits of joy carry you through grief."
Campbell and Lerner said that's exactly how they hoped the phone would make people feel. If grief is love with nowhere to go, the phone can be a place for those feelings to land, even momentarily.
"We want to put joy out into the world," Lerner said.
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Long Island police sued after partnering with ICE to enforce immigration
Advocates sued Nassau County after it became the first New York county to partner with ICE after President Donald Trump took office.
By Daniel Wu | 2025-06-26

New York's Nassau County has an agreement with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement that allows law enforcement agencies to partner with ICE as a "force multiplier" to make immigration arrests. (Phil Marcelo/AP)


Immigrant rights groups sued a Long Island county Tuesday over an agreement with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement that allows local police to carry out immigration enforcement.
Nassau County in February became the first county in New York to make a deal with ICE since President Donald Trump was inaugurated. The program -- known as a 287(g) agreement after the federal law that authorizes such partnerships -- allows law enforcement agencies to partner with ICE as a "force multiplier" to make immigration arrests.
Advocates and community groups, including the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island, the Central American Refugee Center and the Haitian-American Family of Long Island, said in their lawsuit that the partnership exceeds Nassau police's authority under state law and allows a police agency already dogged by accusations of racial profiling to discriminate against the immigrant community. The lawsuit, filed in New York Supreme Court, names the county and its police department as defendants.
The Trump administration has increasingly leaned on local law enforcement agencies to bolster its immigration crackdown. There were 135 active 287(g) agreements when President Joe Biden left office. That has surged to 719 in the months since Trump was inaugurated.
"It's affecting an enormous range of communities," said Andrew Case, an attorney for LatinoJustice representing the plaintiffs. "287(g) agreements are really the tip of the sphere of the whole mass-deportation agenda."
Chris Boyle, a spokesperson for Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman (R), said Blakeman "is confident that all measures taken to protect communities in Nassau County are legal and properly authorized."
The Nassau County Police Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
"Allegations that 287(g) agreements with local law enforcement encourage 'racial profiling' are disgusting and categorically FALSE," Department of Homeland Security spokesperson Tricia McLaughlin said in a statement. She said the program is "critical to having the enforcement we need to arrest criminal illegal aliens across the country."
The lawsuit is the latest in a procession of legal challenges against the 287(g) program on similar grounds. The American Civil Liberties Union of Pennsylvania sued to stop an ICE partnership with the Bucks County sheriff in June. The ACLU has also challenged 287(g) agreements in Maryland and Colorado. In 2011, a Justice Department investigation caused the Department of Homeland Security to suspend an agreement with Maricopa County in Arizona after finding that it led to racial profiling of Latino residents.
Long Island has faced controversy over ICE partnerships before. In 2018, the New York Civil Liberties Union won a lawsuit against Suffolk County challenging an agreement -- not made under the 287(g) program -- to hold people ordered detained by ICE in county jail facilities.
The Nassau County lawsuit, the first to challenge a 287(g) agreement in New York state, alleges that police have begun stopping and questioning people over their immigration status.
That has stirred fear in immigrant communities, according to the lawsuit and advocates. The suit says clients of the Central American Refugee Center have become afraid to report crimes, including domestic violence and child abuse, out of fear that they may be detained by Nassau police, and members of the Haitian-American Family of Long Island community organization are afraid to leave their homes.
"It makes everyone less safe," said Melanie Creps, executive director of the Central American Refugee Center. "Because if immigrants are afraid to call the police, it's going to make someone who's a citizen living right next door to them less safe."
Long Island police agencies have previously been accused of racial bias. A 2017 Newsday investigation found that Black, Latino and other minority residents were arrested at nearly five times the rate of White residents from 2005 to 2016.
The Nassau County lawsuit could have implications for ICE partnerships throughout the state, where Broome and Niagara counties inked 287(g) agreements in the months after Nassau did.
The website of New York Attorney General Letitia James says that "it remains unsettled in New York law" whether the agreements allow state and local law enforcement to make immigration detentions, and advises agencies not to pursue them.
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Gay marriages have doubled in 10 years since Supreme Court ruling    
There are now  between 820,000 and 930,000 same-sex married couples -- up from 390,000 in 2014, according to various reports. 
By Casey Parks | 2025-06-26

Same-sex marriage supporters hold up a giant flag in front of the Supreme Court in Washington on April 28, 2015, when the court heard oral arguments in Obergefell v. Hodges on whether the 14th Amendment requires that states grant and/or recognize same-sex marriages. (Allison Shelley/For The Washington Post)


A few months after Frank Bennedetti and Gary Trowbridge met, they went to a wedding. It was 1964. They stood at the back of the church. Trowbridge took Bennedetti's hand and he whispered, "This is as close as we'll ever get."
It was the easiest, surest commitment of their lives, and for the first 50 years of their relationship, they never believed they'd make it up the aisle themselves.
"It just seemed too far-fetched," Trowbridge said. "I really didn't think we'd ever get married."
They did tie the knot in July 2014, on their 50th anniversary, at New York City Hall. But same-sex marriage was still illegal in North Carolina, where they lived, and in more than a dozen other states, so it didn't feel completely real.
Then, in June 2015, the Supreme Court announced it would rule in Obergefell v. Hodges. Bennedetti and Trowbridge traveled to the courthouse in Washington, D.C., to see if the far-fetched had become a reality. When the Court announced same-sex couples would be allowed to marry no matter where they live, Bennedetti and Trowbridge cried, celebrated and hightailed it home to marry in their own state.
"We felt so relieved and justified," Bennedetti said. "We had been fighting for this for so many years, but at long last, it was happening."

Gary Trowbridge, left, and Frank Bennedetti. (Courtesy of Frank Bennedetti)


In the decade since the Supreme Court ruled in Obergefell, hundreds of thousands of gay couples have married, according to reports from Gallup, the Pew Center and the Williams Institute at UCLA Law. The organizations estimate there are now between 820,000 and 930,000 same-sex married couples -- up from 390,000 in 2014. That increase has also marked an enormous shift in public opinion. Today, nearly 70 percent of Americans believe gay people should have the right to marry, according to Gallup, up from 27 percent three decades ago.
But what once seemed like linear progress toward LGBTQ+ rights may be slowing. A growing number of state houses and public officials have said this year that Obergefell should be overturned. Public support has begun to decline slightly, and the share of gay couples who choose to marry has tipped down, too.
Before the Supreme Court ruled on June 26, 2015, that state-level bans on same-sex marriage violate the Constitution, gay people had fought for the right to marry since at least the 1970s. In the decades after the Stonewall Riots, gay couples sued, with varying success, to marry each other. States such as Massachusetts and Iowa eventually granted them the right, but dozens of others enshrined bans on same-sex marriage in law. By 2015, gay couples in more than a quarter of U.S. states still could not marry.
No region's gay community benefited more from Obergefell than the South. According to data analyzed by the Williams Institute, the percentage of married same-sex couples there grew by 21 percent between 2014 and 2023. Today, 59 percent of Southern gay couples are married, up from 38 percent a decade ago. In states such as Texas and Georgia, the number of married same-sex couples has more than tripled.
Like Bennedetti and Trowbridge, Andy Miller and Brian Stephens spent the beginning of their relationship pretty sure they would never marry. They started dating in Texas in 2003, and they adopted their son, Clark, in 2007. Texas has banned same-sex marriage since 1973, and it reaffirmed that ban in the state constitution in 2005. The men knew they would stay together and raise a family, but they resolved themselves to creating that family outside the context of legal recognition.
For years, they taught other gay men how to navigate the adoption process. Before Obergefell, Miller said, there wasn't a huge desire for their help. They knew some lesbians who wanted to raise kids, but many gay men they knew did not. That changed -- seemingly overnight -- after the Supreme Court legalized same-sex marriage, Miller said.
"After Obergefell, everyone we knew partnered up legally," Miller said. "People were getting married, people were having babies, like it was crazy. From a stability standpoint, people saw it was possible and they realized, 'Oh, we can be married. Oh, we could have kids.' And I think all of a sudden a bunch of grandparents-to-be thought, 'This is our chance. Now you can give us some grandchildren.'"
There are currently about 299,000 children under the age of 18 living in households headed by married same-sex couples, compared with 71,000 in 2013, according to the Williams Institute.

Andy Miller, left, and Brian Stephens, right, with their son Clark. (Andy Miller)


Nathan Cisneros, a researcher at the think tank, found that couples like Miller and Stephens experienced "real benefits -- economic, health, benefits for family formation as well -- in legal marriage."
Cisneros and his team found that same-sex couples who marry have higher household incomes, higher rates of homeownership and lower rates of poverty than unmarried same-sex couples.
For Miller and Stephens, the Obergefell decision also made living in Texas feel easier. After the ruling, Stephens said, they no longer felt they could only hang out in gay bars or other safe spaces. Marriage, in many ways, made the men more "relatable" to neighbors and family members.
"There's something that happens when the laws of your country accept you," Stephens said. "There's a confidence. There's the freedom to move about. I think a lot of people, particularly people who were able to get married, take for granted the things that that affords you."
Still, after years of holding steady, some researchers have found that the overall share of gay couples who marry has begun to decline. In the first few years after the decision, 10 percent of all gay people were in married couples, according to a new Gallup analysis. Today, just 8 percent are -- roughly the same share that was married before the ruling. And the share of gay couples who are married rather than just partnered has also declined from 61 percent to 55.
Jeffrey M. Jones, the senior editor of Gallup poll, said the shift mirrors the country's overall declining marriage rates.
"LGBTQ people are just kind of following that same pattern where fewer and fewer people are getting married," Jones said. "Whether you're LGBTQ or not, there's a movement away from marriage in the population as a whole."
Kaleena Newman, for instance, has been in a committed relationship with Margaret Jacobsen for three years. They are both nonbinary. As a young person, Newman felt a lot of anxiety about their inability to marry, in part because their parents were high school sweethearts who are still together.
"A big part of my anxiety around being gay was that I wouldn't be able to wear my mom's wedding dress," Newman said. "I don't know that I ever actively felt like 'I can't wait for that to happen,' but I felt, especially because of my parents' history, like that's what you do. I think I expected to do that thing because I wanted to be as normal as possible."
Newman was 24 when Obergefell was decided, and in the years since, they have realized they don't want to marry. It feels especially superfluous in Portland, Oregon, where they live because they already enjoy many rights that married queer couples do. Both Newman and Jacobsen have been hospitalized, for instance, and doctors allowed them to accompany each other.
"I don't feel like 'Wow, this would really benefit me. I need this to prove to myself this is real or I need to prove to the government it's real to be able to get health insurance,'" Newman said.

Margaret Jacobsen, left, and Kaleena Newman have been in a committed relationship for three years. Newman doesn't want to be married, but Jacobsen does. (Courtesy of Margaret Jacobsen)


But Jacobsen feels differently. Theirs is an interracial relationship, and as a Black person, Jacobsen thinks often of the people who fought for their right to marry -- not just in the Obergefell case, but in Loving v. Virginia, which legalized interracial marriages, and before that, in places where her ancestors were enslaved.
"It feels like such a big deal that people went to jail fighting for this," Jacobsen said. "My ancestors worked really hard for it, and I want to honor that. There's something about a ritual that I get to partake in because other people have done it. That feels really beautiful."
Though that right is secured for now, Jacobsen knows some in America would like to rescind it. This year, both the Southern Baptist Convention and nine state houses, including Idaho, Michigan and North Dakota, have introduced resolutions urging the Supreme Court to overturn the decision. And Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel A. Alito Jr. have indicated they would also like to overturn it. And while more than two-thirds of Americans still support same-sex marriage, a Gallup poll last month found that Republican support has dipped to 41 percent after peaking at 55 percent three years ago.
More than half of all same-sex couples live in one of 31 states that still have a marriage ban on the books, making them potentially vulnerable if Obergefell was overturned, according to estimates by the Williams Institute.
Though Jacobsen keeps a Pinterest board of gay weddings, and Newman laughs affectionately when Jacobsen cries at other weddings, the couple agrees on one thing: They are grateful they have the legal right to decide together what their relationship will be.
"It's an extra freedom to be able to actually think about if I want to do this or not," Newman said.
"Equality is often about agency," Jacobsen added. "Other people already had these options. We just want the same thing. Some of us won't even get married, but we want the same agency to choose."
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Police remove 88 children from church summer camp after abuse claims
A three-week Christian summer camp in Iowa was cut short when law enforcement removed 88 students after child abuse allegations.
By Ben Brasch | 2025-06-26

Shekinah Glory Camp in Columbus Junction, Iowa, was searched by local and state agencies on June 12 and June 13. The Louisa County Sheriff's Office and other agencies took protective custody of 88 campers. (Nina Baker/Quad-City Times)


State and county agents removed nearly 90 children from a Christian summer camp in Iowa this month amid allegations of abuse, according to local law enforcement. Camp leadership has publicly denied that any abuse occurred.
Kingdom Ministry of Rehab and Recreation's three-week Shekinah Glory Camp in southeast Iowa's Louisa County was cut short June 12 and 13, when law enforcement executed search warrants on the camp and another property owned by a Kingdom Ministry staff member. The camp serves youth from Myanmar's Chin ethnic group who are struggling with substance abuse issues. The area is home to a significant Chin community, but youth came from around the country to attend the camp.
Deputies and agents with the Iowa Department of Health and Human Services' Child Protective Services took 88 children attending the camp into temporary protective custody  before returning them to their parents or guardians, Louisa County Sheriff's Office Chief Deputy Ed Parker told The Washington Post on Tuesday. He said the search warrants are sealed to protect the investigation.
Alex Murphy, spokesman for Iowa's health services department, declined to tell The Post the age of the children taken from the camp along with other details. A post on the ministry's Facebook page indicated that people between 14 and 25 would attend the camp.
No one has been arrested during the investigation, Parker said. It may not stay that way.
"We are expecting charges, but it will be awhile," Parker said, declining to provide more details. He said the charges may come from a state agency and not his department. Murphy, with the state, declined to comment on the investigation.
The investigation began after deputies received a report of "child abuse and endangerment," according to a sheriff's office news release. The church and David Nuam, the minister who owns the two properties that authorities searched, did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
Victor Bawi, the son of a Kingdom Ministry minister, denied any abuse.
"If they want to investigate, they can investigate. We're innocent. They're not going to find any abuse or anything like that. We never abused anyone. You can ask any of the children as well. They were having a fun time," Bawi told Iowa television station WQAD. He added that it was the first year the church had hosted a summer camp.
In an interview with Iowa station KCCI, Bawi said the report came from a 15-year-old Texan attending the camp who didn't want to be there anymore. Parker declined to comment about the investigation or detail how it began.
"We never harmed that child. We loved him. We bought him shoes. We bought him, like, $400 shoes, clothing, everything," Bawi told the station.
Kingdom Ministry is based in Columbus Junction, Iowa, which its website notes is the birthplace of Arthur E. Carson, who became the first Baptist missionary to spread Christianity to the Chin just before the turn of the 20th century. He and his wife, Laura Carson, translated many Christian works for the Chin until he died there in 1908, according to American Baptist Historical Society records.
Myanmar is largely Buddhist. But Chin state is a mountainous, poor and predominantly Christian area that sits on the country's border with India. The Chin people have been subjected to religious discrimination for decades, according to the Chin Human Rights Organization, which works with the United Nations. It is estimated that thousands of ethnic Chin are displaced, mostly throughout Asia.
There are also a handful of Chin communities in the United States, including in southeast Iowa. As of 2013, about 500 of 2,000 residents in Columbus Junction were refugees from Myanmar, according to Cristina Ortiz, an anthropologist and Iowan who lived in the area and studied Chin refugee communities in the rural Midwest.
Kingdom Ministry was founded in 2018 in Columbus Junction, according to its website, which lists three affiliated ministers but no other staff. It does not have a church building but is renting five mobile homes and has housed 60 people, according to the fundraising page of its website. It is unclear whether the camp was using those mobile homes. The ministry says it is raising money for not only a church building but a house that can hold 100 people.
The homepage of the program's website prominently displays photos of smiling children posing for pictures and flashing peace signs. A cached version of the camp's website from a few days after the raid did not include those photos but advertised that people could change their lives if they attended the $500 camp.
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Immigrants drive population growth in a graying America, census shows
Immigration is driving U.S. population growth, partially offsetting a broader demographic shift as baby boomers age, according to Census Bureau data.

By Marie Rose Sheinerman, Nick Mourtoupalas | 2025-06-26

Luis Dennis Zuniga Diaz, 42, of Fairfax, waves the American flag during a naturalization ceremony at Mount Vernon on July 4, 2021. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Immigration is driving U.S. population growth and helping offset a broader demographic shift as the baby boom generation ages, according to data from the U.S. Census Bureau.
U.S. children outnumber older adults, but older adults' share of the population is growing, the census data released Thursday shows.
From 2023 to 2024, the number of Americans 65 and older climbed by 3.1 percent while the population under 18 declined by 0.2 percent. There are more older adults than children in nearly half of U.S. counties, and the pattern is particularly strong in sparsely populated areas, the bureau said.
The gap between the two groups "is narrowing," in part because of a decline in births this decade, said Lauren Bowers, chief of the Census Bureau's population estimates branch, in a statement Thursday.
At the same time, a historic rise in immigration, particularly among Hispanics and Asians, has counteracted some of that population decline. The Hispanic population in the U.S. rose by about 9.7 percent from April 2020 to July 2024, including both immigration and births, while the Asian population grew by about 13 percent. (This analysis applies the Census Bureau's classification of the non-Hispanic racial groups as excluding people who also identify as Hispanic.)
"This past year, the population gain was bigger than it's ever been before," said Bill Frey, a senior demographer at the Brookings Institution, a think tank. "Overall, it's because of immigration."
A sharp drop in the number of White children is a major factor in the declining number of American children overall, and that decline has been partially offset by the rising number of non-White youth, Frey said, based on his analysis of the census data.
White Americans accounted for 57.5 percent of the total population last year but for 47.5 percent of the population under age 18. By comparison, Hispanic people accounted for 20 percent of the total population and 26.9 percent of children.
Still, the median age is rising across every racial group in the United States.
"There is a gradual change in the racial and ethnic profile of America's children," said Steven Martin, a senior research associate at the Urban Institute, which conducts economic and social-policy research. "But a more useful way of thinking about it is the age structure of the population is changing for everybody, and it's changing in a way that the retired population is increasing rapidly for everybody."
The decline in U.S. birth rates since the late 2010s has sparked interest from policymakers. President Donald Trump campaigned on mandating that federal and private insurers cover the costs of in vitro fertilization and this month touted a proposal for $1,000 tax-deferred investment accounts for babies that he called "Trump accounts."
At the same time, Trump is leading a crackdown on immigration, tightening some visa requirements and increasing deportations of unauthorized immigrants.
"There's a lot of discussion about whether we should have federal programs to have women have more babies because that's going to increase the size of the young population, but I'd like to make the case that immigration could help us have a bigger younger population or a smaller decline in the younger population," Frey said. "It's not all about having women have more fertility, but it also can mean we should have more immigration."
The number of metro areas across America with more older adults than children shot up from 58 in 2020 to 112 in 2024, now representing nearly one-third of all metro areas.
Eleven states -- including Maine, Vermont, Florida, Delaware, Hawaii, Montana, New Hampshire, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and West Virginia -- had more older adults than children in 2024. In 2020, there were only three such states.
The pattern is particularly strong in sparsely populated areas, the Census Bureau said in a statement. Last year, Maine's population was the oldest and Utah's the youngest.
By region, the West and South had the lowest median ages, at 38.4 and 38.8, respectively, while the Northeast had the highest (40.6), followed by the Midwest (39.3).
The Census Bureau's report also found that women outnumbered men by 3.4 million, making up 50.5 percent of the U.S. population in 2024.
Racial distribution also varied heavily by region, according to the report. While the percent of Latinos in the total population climbed to 20 percent for the first time, only nine states in the country were at least 20 percent Hispanic.
The Asian population saw the largest percent change in growth across racial demographics, rising by 4.2 percent between 2023 and 2024, followed by Hispanics, who saw a 2.9 percent rise. The Asian population saw the largest gains in California, followed by Texas.
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RFK Jr.'s vaccine panel to review childhood immunization schedule
The move could shift long-standing practices of how and when children are immunized in the United States.
By Lena H. Sun, Lauren Weber, Rachel Roubein | 2025-06-25

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's vaccine advisory panel meets in Atlanta on Wednesday. The panel's membership is all new, after Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. fired the previous members. (Mike Stewart/AP)


ATLANTA -- The newly formed vaccine advisory committee handpicked by Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. announced that it would examine the cumulative effect of the childhood vaccine schedule and reevaluate hepatitis B immunization recommendations -- moves that could shift long-standing practices of how and when children are immunized in the United States.
Kennedy, who previously founded an anti-vaccine group, has long called for an investigation into the number of shots children receive and criticized hepatitis B vaccines. Medical experts say Kennedy has falsely linked an increase in vaccines to a rise of chronic disease, but they note that more vaccines are available now to combat diseases and that his link has no basis in evidence. Medical experts and the federal government recommend the hepatitis B vaccine, saying it prevents the liver disease, which can be passed along at birth.
The announcement of the review of immunization schedules came during a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, which makes recommendations to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on which vaccines should be recommended and for whom, and whether they will be covered by health insurance.
This month Kennedy abruptly fired every one of the ACIP's 17 members and replaced them two days later with eight handpicked members, including some voices known to be skeptical of vaccines and U.S. vaccine policy. The meeting Wednesday offered the first clues about how the committee is approaching vaccines after the turnover in membership.
Before the meeting, CDC staff members who work on vaccine safety were informed that HHS was set to hire Lyn Redwood, a former leader of the anti-vaccine group Kennedy founded, Children's Health Defense, and that she would be joining the CDC's vaccine safety office, according to two federal health officials and three former health officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of retaliation.
The review of the childhood vaccine schedule and Redwood's appointment come amid broader concerns over Kennedy's posture on vaccines and efforts to upend the nation's decades-old vaccine system.
Previous ACIP panels have typically had a diverse membership. Five of Kennedy's new choices, all men, attended the meeting in person and laid out their vision for the panel in a cavernous room on the CDC's main campus in Atlanta, while two --  a woman who is listed as sitting on an anti-vaccine group's board, along with another man -- called in via videoconference.
"Secretary Kennedy has given this committee a clear mandate to use evidence-based medicine," new chair Martin Kulldorff said. "We're making vaccine recommendations, and that is what we will do. Vaccines are not all good or bad."

Martin Kulldorff speaks during the meeting of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices. (Mike Stewart/AP)


He added that a working group would look into the cumulative vaccine schedule, as well as "look at vaccines that have not been subject to review in more than seven years."
Doctors, insurers, pharmacists, and medical and public health groups are closely following ACIP decisions. The committee's decisions also guide vaccine requirements for school admissions, affect pharmacists' ability to administer shots and ensure that a government program continues to give free vaccinations to roughly half of children in the United States.
Multiple public health experts expressed alarm over the panel's new focus.
"It's critically important to reevaluate vaccine recommendations as science changes -- that's the job of ACIP," said Chrissie Juliano, executive director of the Big Cities Health Coalition. "But it's equally important to do so only when the science actually changes," not because of "the perspective of an administration or new appointees."
Sean O'Leary, who heads the infectious-diseases committee for the American Academy of Pediatrics, said in a statement that vaccine policies have saved trillions of dollars and millions of lives. The group did not sign on as a liaison for the ACIP because it said it could not support the panel.
"In the first 30 minutes of the recent meeting," O'Leary said, "it became clear that there is an intent to dismantle our country's vaccine program -- one that other countries have looked to replicate because of its success. These changes are being framed as efforts to 'increase vaccine confidence,' but many of the individuals involved have a history of sowing distrust."
HHS officials have said the shift in membership of the CDC vaccine advisory committee is about improving the oversight of the panel.
In recent weeks, a new advocacy organization, the Vaccine Integrity Project, was established at the University of Minnesota to help safeguard vaccine access and coverage because of concerns about the scientific integrity of the remade ACIP panel.
HHS spokesman Andrew Nixon has criticized the organization, saying it is led by "establishment insiders."
"ACIP will continue to be the statutory authority guiding immunization policy in this country," he said in a previous statement.
Additionally, Kennedy announced Wednesday that the United States is pulling out of Gavi, a vaccine donation program for low-income countries, citing vaccine safety. Kennedy has previously falsely claimed that Bill Gates, a top financial backer of Gavi, is committing "genocide" by funding the delivery of vaccines to Africa that Kennedy said in 2020 were "horrendously lethal." There is no evidence to support that claim, vaccine experts told The Washington Post.
Kennedy has long decried hepatitis B vaccines, linking the shots to autism, allergies and SIDS, a Washington Post review of his prior comments found. Government agencies and public health experts say the vaccine is safe and effective, and important for preventing the liver disease.
"Hepatitis B vaccine was made for prostitutes and for promiscuous gay men," Kennedy said in an interview on his Children's Health Defense show in 2022.
ACIP members at their meeting also reflected skepticism about coronavirus vaccinations. They noted the low uptake of the vaccine and whether that should factor in a recommendation. They spent much of the morning questioning information presented by CDC experts, asking repeatedly about designs of studies, for example, to raise concerns about the accuracy of data on the safety of coronavirus vaccines.
At least two of the committee members inquired about mortality data around coronavirus shots. Kennedy has previously falsely called the vaccine "the deadliest ever made."
"We have one of the best safety systems in the world," Sarah Meyer, director of the CDC's Immunization Safety Office, told the panel, highlighting extensive coronavirus vaccine safety studies.
The panel postponed a vote to Thursday on whether to recommend a second monoclonal antibody -- a preventive product -- to protect healthy babies against respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), the leading cause of hospitalization in infants in the United States. The panel will also evaluate a combination measles and chicken pox vaccine Thursday. An ACIP member told reporters that the panel will examine measles vaccines closely for efficacy and safety issues.
The first community member allowed to speak at the meeting Wednesday was a Children's Health Defense representative, who criticized state vaccine requirements. A poll released Wednesday shows that parents overwhelmingly support such requirements for vaccine-preventable diseases.
Redwood, the official set to work with the CDC's vaccine safety office, is a past president of Children's Health Defense. Its CEO, Mary Holland, previously told The Post that Redwood "has no current role" with the organization.
Redwood did not immediately respond to a request for comment, and Nixon said he had no immediate comment on the matter.
Redwood is scheduled to give a presentation to the committee Thursday on thimerosal, a preservative used in some influenza vaccines. Leaders in the anti-vaccine movement claim that its presence is linked to autism, a suggestion that has been repeatedly debunked. Before the meeting, the CDC had posted a document saying that thimerosal was safe. That document has been taken down from the ACIP website.
Former CDC officials said they were shocked to learn of Redwood working with the agency.
Fiona Havers, a former senior CDC scientist, said: "Lyn Redwood is not qualified. If she is now being forced upon CDC and will be working from within the Immunization Safety Office, that takes RFK Jr.'s interference with CDC and U.S. vaccine policy to another -- even more shocking -- level." Havers resigned last week because, she said, she no longer had confidence that respiratory data would be used objectively to set vaccine policy.
On Capitol Hill on Wednesday, Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-Louisiana) expressed concern that there was no one at the ACIP meeting slated to present on the "substantial evidence" that the amount of thimerosal used in vaccines is safe.
Earlier this week, Cassidy called for delaying the much-anticipated meeting, citing concerns over the backgrounds of new members picked by Kennedy and potential bias against certain shots. Kennedy has said Cassidy will get to choose a member for the new panel.
Cassidy has submitted names of potential panelists, and at least one of them is being interviewed, he told The Post on Wednesday. He declined to share the names but said they are "respected."

Susan Monarez takes part in a hearing by the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions on her nomination to be director of the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The ACIP members met on the same day lawmakers on Capitol Hill questioned Susan Monarez, President Donald Trump's nominee to lead the CDC. She faced questions about Kennedy's purge of the ACIP and his moves to alter the nation's vaccine policies, creating a split-screen to the Atlanta meeting.
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said Kennedy's decision to fire all of the ACIP members called into question his stated commitment to not take action that would discourage the use of vaccines or limit access to them.
Murkowski questioned Monarez on how, if confirmed, she would approach filling the remaining panel slots.
"These are not easy positions to fill," Monarez said, adding, "They need to have a depth and a breadth of technical experience to be able to understand immunological processes, to understand statistical analysis."
The ACIP  lost one of its members, hours before it was set to meet, "during the financial holdings review" process, Nixon said. Michael Ross, a physician, withdrew from the panel, Nixon said.
Ross did not respond to a request for comment on his departure, earlier reported by the New York Times.
Roubein reported from Washington. Caitlin Gilbert and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Iran's Khamenei defiant in first address since ceasefire with Israel 
The aging leader's message was defiant but somber, delivered in front of a tan curtain flanked by an Iranian flag and a portrait of his predecessor.
By Susannah George, Kareem Fahim | 2025-06-26

Iranian protesters hold Iranian flags and posters of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in an anti-U.S. and anti-Israeli rally at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) square in downtown Tehran on Tuesday. (Vahid Salemi/AP)


DUBAI -- Iran's supreme leader on Thursday gave his first address to the nation since a bruising conflict with Israel ended earlier this week. In a prerecorded video message, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei downplayed reports of severe damage to the country's nuclear program following a wave of U.S. strikes and declared victory over both Israel and the United States.
"The Islamic republic slapped America in the face," said Khamenei, 86. He said U.S. strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities did not do "anything important" and that the United States only intervened to save Israel from being "completely destroyed."
The supreme leader's message was defiant but his tone appeared somber. He has been in hiding for nearly two weeks as Israel, after launching surprise attacks on June 13, pummeled Tehran and other cities, killing senior military leadership and Iran's nuclear brain trust. Iran retaliated with missile strikes on Israel and a U.S. air base in neighboring Qatar. President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu both suggested during the war that Khamenei was vulnerable and not immune from their strikes.
In his address Thursday, the aging leader sat in front of a tan curtain flanked by an Iranian flag and a portrait of his predecessor and the founder of the Islamic republic, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. He spoke directly to the camera, but it was unclear exactly when the video was recorded. He referred both to the ceasefire with Israel and Iran's missile fire at the base in Qatar.
Also Thursday, Iran's 12-member Guardian Council, an appointed body that reflects Khamenei's preferences, approved a bill from parliament ordering the government to suspend cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which monitors the country's nuclear facilities. The move comes amid conflicting claims over the damage to Iran's nuclear program, as well as the whereabouts of Iran's stocks of highly enriched uranium.
In posts on X, Gen. Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, the speaker of parliament, said the measure meant that any cooperation with the nuclear watchdog, or the "entry of inspectors and officials" with the agency, would be prohibited until Iran received assurances "regarding the security of our nuclear facilities and scientists." He also accused the IAEA of sharing information on Iran's nuclear sites with Israel, and for failing to "even superficially" condemn attacks on the facilities.
It was not immediately clear, however, whether the government would implement the measure, at a time when the Trump administration and others are pressing Iran to return to negotiations over the nuclear program. A previous round of talks was suspended earlier this month after Israel attacked Iran. A spokesman for the IAEA said Thursday that the agency was "aware" of reports of Iran's suspension of cooperation, adding that "as of now, the IAEA has not received an official communication from Iran on this matter."
Fahim reported from Istanbul.
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Who are the hostages believed to still be alive in Gaza?
Fewer than two dozen hostages are believed to be alive in Gaza, including a student, a software tester, a bartender and several soldiers.
By Victoria Bisset | 2025-06-26
More than 20 months have passed since Hamas militants launched their assault inside Israel, killing some 1,200 people and taking 251 into Gaza. Since then, more than half of the hostages have been rescued or released in exchanges for Palestinian prisoners, while dozens of others have been declared dead -- amid a war that has killed more than 56,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's health ministry, and created a "catastrophic" situation for civilians.
The remaining hostages, all men, were set to be released under a planned second phase of a ceasefire agreement that began in January. But negotiations on that phase hadn't materialized when Israel resumed its attacks on Gaza on March 18, sparking condemnation from dozens of freed hostages and relatives of those still held captive.
In May, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that three of the hostages remaining in Gaza were dead, without naming or identifying them. Earlier this month, Israeli forces recovered the remains of Thai agricultural worker Nattapong Pinta from Gaza.
Here's what to know about the hostages still believed to be held in Gaza.
(Ages are included where available and are correct at the time of publication.)

An undated photo of Matan Angrest. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Angrest, an Israeli soldier, was 20 when he was kidnapped from his base in Nahal Oz. He appeared in a video released by Hamas in March calling on President Donald Trump to return all of the hostages. The video, his relatives said in a statement, left them "shaken."
They described Angrest as "looking drained and desperate" in the video and said his nose appeared to be broken and his right hand nonfunctional. He is the eldest of four children.

An undated photo of Gali Berman. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Berman and his twin brother, Ziv, were 26 when they were taken from Kibbutz Kfar Aza -- one of several communal settlements, or kibbutzim, close to the Gaza border that were devastated during the Hamas-led attacks. On the morning of Oct. 7, 2023, the brothers, both soccer fans, sent each other a final message saying they were in a locked safe room, according to the Hostages and Missing Families Forum.
Their mother, Talia, told Israeli news website Ynet that Gali is a sociable and happy person who "doesn't usually show his emotions." On the day of the attack, she said he told her that he was going to join a neighbor who was alone and scared.

An undated photo of Ziv Berman. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Ziv Berman is the older of the twins and "has a certain inner peace," his mother said in the interview with Ynet. "And yet, he's undoubtedly the mischievous one." She said the twins worked at an event production company, arranging their shifts around their father's treatments for Parkinson's disease.
The family told Israeli media in February that they had received a sign of life from the brothers.

An undated photo of Elkana Bohbot. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


The Oct. 7, 2023, attack on the Tribe of Nova Music Festival, near the Gaza border, began just before dawn, as thousands of people danced. By the end of the onslaught, more than 360 revelers were killed and more than 40 taken into Gaza -- including Bohbot, who had told his wife and mother that he was helping to evacuate the wounded, according to the Times of Israel.
His wife, Rebecca, only received confirmation he was still alive in February, after a freed hostage passed on a message from Bohbot telling his family to stay strong. The following month, after Hamas released a video of Bohbot and another hostage, his family appealed to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and President Donald Trump. "Please, imagine this is your son, the father of your grandchild, waiting to see daylight, hearing IDF bombs, and living in constant fear for his life," the family said in a statement.

Rom Braslavski. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Braslavski was working as a security guard at the music festival. He was captured after staying to help those wounded in the attack, according to the hostages forum. Braslavski is a music fan who "enjoys spending time with his friends and loves to laugh," the forum said.

An undated photo of Nimrod Cohen. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Cohen was an Israeli soldier stationed with a tank unit near Israel's border with Gaza.
On the morning of Oct. 7, 2023, his parents saw footage online of soldiers being dragged out of a smoking tank, Cohen among them. "There is a rope hanging over my son's head," his father, Yehuda Cohen, told The Washington Post last year. "But we still have a reason to fight. I don't think of anything else."

Viki Cohen told The Post some things she misses about her 20-year-old son, who's being held hostage in Gaza.



An undated photo of Ariel Cunio. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Cunio, an Argentine Israeli dual national and software tester, was abducted from Kibbutz Nir Oz, where 1 in 4 residents was killed or taken captive during the Hamas-led attack.
He and his older brother David remain in Gaza, while his fiancee, Arbel Yehud, was one of 25 Israeli hostages released during the first phase of this year's ceasefire deal. According to the hostages forum, the couple grew up together in the kibbutz and had traveled to Central America shortly before their capture.

An undated photo of David Cunio. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


David Cunio was 33 when he and his family were taken from Kibbutz Nir Oz.
His wife, Sharon Aloni-Cunio, was released alongside the couple's 3-year-old twin daughters and her sister and niece in a ceasefire deal the month after the Oct. 7, 2023, attacks. In an interview with the Associated Press early last year, she recalled her husband's last words as they left Gaza: "Fight for me. Don't give up. ... I'm scared as hell."

An undated photo of Evyatar David. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


David, who plays the guitar and enjoys computer games and Japanese animation, was kidnapped along with his best friend Guy Gilboa-Dalal during the attack on the Nova music festival, according to the hostages forum. Two of their friends were killed.
Hamas released a video in February showing two hostages -- identified by the hostages forum as David and Gilboa-Dalal -- being forced to watch from a vehicle as three others were freed as part of the ceasefire deal.

An undated photo of Guy Gilboa-Dalal. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


During the attack on the Nova festival, Gilboa-Dalal was separated from his older brother, who escaped after running and hiding for more than seven hours, according to the hostages forum.
It was the first time that Gilboa-Dalal, a sports fan who was planning a long trip to Japan, had been to a music festival, the forum said.

An undated photo of Maxim Herkin. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


The music festival was also a first for Herkin, who has a young daughter and was the primary provider for his mother and younger brother before his abduction, according to the Times of Israel. "Mom, I'm OK," Herkin wrote to his mother on the morning of the attacks, according to the hostages forum. "I'm slowly making my way home."
Russia's Foreign Ministry has called for the release of Herkin, an Israeli from the Russian-occupied Donbas region of Ukraine.

An undated photo of Eitan Horn. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Horn, who had immigrated to Israel from Argentina, worked in informal education with youth groups and delegations, according to the hostages forum. He was visiting his elder brother Iair at Kibbutz Nir Oz at the time of the attacks.
"Everyone asks me, 'What do you need?'" said Iair in a video following his February release as part of the ceasefire deal, "and I answer them: I need only one thing: Bring back my brother."

An undated photo of Bipin Joshi. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Joshi, from Nepal, is one of two foreign hostages still believed to be alive in Gaza.
He was with a group of Nepali students studying agriculture at Kibbutz Alumim, close to Gaza, when the Hamas-led attacks began, according to the Associated Press, and the only one to be taken hostage: Ten others were killed and six were wounded.
His family told AP in June that they had received no news of Joshi since Israel obtained security footage showing him in a hospital in Gaza on Oct. 7 2023.

An undated photo of Segev Kalfon. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Kalfon was among the revelers taken from the Nova festival. A friend who was with him as the attacks began said they tried to flee in Kalfon's vehicle but left on foot after getting stuck in a line of cars, according to Haaretz newspaper. The friend, who spent hours hiding under bushes near a road before escaping, later told Kalfon's family that he saw him being put on the back of a pickup truck by militants, the newspaper reported.

An undated photo of Bar Kupershtein. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Kupershtein, a volunteer paramedic, was working as a security guard at the Nova festival, according to the hostages forum. He directed people toward exits as the sirens sounded out, the forum said, and helped those wounded in the attack.

An undated photo of Omri Miran. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Miran, a Hungarian Israeli gardener and massage therapist, hid in a safe room with his wife and two young daughters as the attack on Kibbutz Nahal Oz unfolded.
Militants shouted for the couple to open the door, his wife, Lishay Lavi, told The Post, but they only complied after hearing the voice of a boy who lived nearby saying: "Please open the door, otherwise they'll shoot me and they'll shoot you." Miran was taken hostage, while his wife and children waited to be rescued. Lavi later learned that the boy who knocked on their door was killed.

An undated photo of Eitan Abraham Mor. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Mor was working security at the Nova festival when the attacks began. The eldest of eight siblings, Mor enjoys working out and planned to open a restaurant before his abduction, the hostages forum said.

An undated photo of Tamir Nimrodi. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Nimrodi, an Israeli soldier and German dual national, was abducted from a main crossing between Israel and Gaza, according to the Associated Press. Two other soldiers abducted with Nimrodi were killed.
His mother, Herut, has not received any sign of life, the news agency reported in February. "I know there is a chance I won't get to the point where I can hold my son," she said.

An undated photo of Yosef Chaim Ohana. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Ohana moved to Tel Aviv shortly before the 2023 attacks and worked as a bartender. Friends said he helped others who were injured in the Nova festival attack, the hostages forum said. His family received a sign of life from him during the first phase of the ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas earlier this year.
In March, Hamas released a video showing Ohana alongside Bohbot, another hostage, condemning renewed violence in Gaza and calling on freed hostages to speak out for them.

A poster depicting Israeli hostage Alon Ohel is displayed in Re'im, southern Israel at the Gaza border, on Feb. 26, 2024, at a memorial site for the Nova music festival site where he was kidnapped to Gaza by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023. ( (Maya Alleruzzo/AP)


Ohel -- who has Israeli, German and Serbian citizenship, according to the Associated Press -- was kidnapped from the Nova music festival.
Since his abduction, Ohel's family has placed pianos across Israel -- many of them yellow, the color that has come to symbolize the hostages -- to honor the talented pianist. His relatives received the first confirmation that he was alive in February, after other hostages were freed, the AP reported.

An undated photo of Avinatan Or. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Or was 30 when he was abducted from the Nova music festival along with his girlfriend, Noa Argamani. A video taken during their abduction showed Argamani screaming as she was driven away on a motorbike, while Or was pushed along by several young men on foot. Argamani was one of four hostages freed in an Israeli rescue operation last year, in which scores of Palestinians were killed.
In a speech to the U.N. Security Council in February, Argamani called on negotiators to complete the ceasefire deal "in all of its stages," saying: "Until Avinatan returns, my heart is in captivity."

An undated photo of Matan Zangauker. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


The last time Zangauker spoke to his mother, he was at the door to the bedroom he shared with his girlfriend in Kibbutz Nir Oz. There were sounds of shooting, motorcycles and shouts in Arabic. Zangauker told her, "I love you, please don't cry," before the couple jumped out of the window, Einav Zangauker told The Post last year. Before Zangauker was taken, he had helped his mother run the house and care for his younger sister, who has a debilitating nerve disease.
His girlfriend, Ilana Gritzewsky, who was released in late November, has joined Zangauker's mother in protesting for the hostages' release.
Shira Rubin, Rachel Chason, Annabelle Timsit, Bryan Pietsch and Sammy Westfall contributed to this report.
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Three Palestinians killed in West Bank clash with Israeli settlers and troops
It was the latest instance of armed Israeli settlers carrying out violent raids against Palestinian villages in the West Bank, often with impunity.
By Gerry Shih | 2025-06-26

Palestinian mourners on Thursday attend the funeral of three people killed the previous day in the village of Kafr Malik. (Zain Jaafar/AFP/Getty Images) 


JERUSALEM -- Dozens of armed Israeli settlers attacked two Palestinian villages in the occupied West Bank late Wednesday, setting homes ablaze and sparking a confrontation with Palestinian residents that drew in Israeli security forces, according to local Palestinian authorities and the Israel Defense Forces.
Three Palestinians were killed, the Palestinian Health Ministry said, though it was not immediately clear whether it was the Israeli soldiers or settlers who were responsible for the fatal shots.
The deadly clash was the latest instance of armed settlers carrying out violent raids against Palestinian villages in the West Bank, often with impunity in the presence of Israeli soldiers or directly with their help. Internal Israeli military data showed that crimes committed by soldiers and settlers against Palestinians in the West Bank during the first two months of 2025 surged 30 percent compared to a year earlier, Yedioth Ahronoth newspaper reported in March, citing Israeli security officials who were concerned by the uptick.
The Israel Defense Forces said in a statement that its soldiers were dispatched  to quell a confrontation between settlers and Palestinians but were attacked by rocks and "fire" from "terrorists" inside the village. Troops "opened fire toward the source of fire and the rock-hurlers" and later found that several people were injured and killed, the IDF said, adding that soldiers arrested five Israelis and turned them over to the Israeli police.
Mayor Najeh Daoud of Kafr Malik, one of the villages that was attacked, told The Washington Post that settlers carrying M-16 rifles and molotov cocktails arrived around 7 p.m. local time and burned four cars. When they tried to approach homes to set them ablaze, they were surrounded by local Palestinians, he said. Soon after that, the IDF arrived and fired tear gas to disperse the clashing crowd, Daoud said.
"Then, the soldiers started shooting live ammunition at the residents, who were civilians who came to stop the fire and to defend their village with rocks and sticks," said Daoud, who disputed the IDF's claim that Palestinians fired guns at soldiers and accused the IDF soldiers of killing the three people.
The five Israelis who were arrested were released Thursday morning after being cleared of any suspicion, Israeli media reported, citing the police. A spokesman for the Israeli police did not immediately respond to a request for comment. The law enforcement agency, which is led by Israel's far-right minister of national security and settler leader Itamar Ben Gvir, has jurisdiction over settlers living in the West Bank, while the IDF is responsible for overall public safety in the occupied territory.
The Palestinian Ministry of Health in Ramallah said that apart from the three killed, seven others were injured by bullets from settlers and "Israeli occupation forces," reported WAFA, the official Palestinian news agency.

A woman cries after seeing the body of one of the three Palestinians killed on Wednesday. (Nasser Nasser/AP)



Mourners carry the bodies of those who were killed. (Leo Correa/AP)


Palestinian officials condemned the incident. 
"The orgy and violence of settlers under the protection of the occupation army is a political decision by the Israeli government implemented by the settlers," Palestinian Vice President Hussein al-Sheikh said.
Violence has rocked the West Bank since Oct 7. 2023, when Hamas and their Palestinian supporters in Gaza poured into southern Israel, killing roughly 1,200 Israeli civilians and taking 251 hostages.
The clash that killed three in Kafr Malik on Wednesday evening came days after residents accused the IDF of fatally shooting Moataz Aamar Hamayel, a 13-year-old boy from the same village. In response to a question about Hamayel's death, the IDF said that "terrorists" threw stones at passing cars and soldiers, who acted "in accordance with the rules of engagement and responded with fire to remove the imminent threat." The incident is under examination, the IDF said.
On Tuesday night, settlers also set Palestinian homes on fire in Masafer Yatta, south of Hebron, according to the Israeli human rights group Standing Together.
From Oct. 7, 2023, until Wednesday night, Israeli forces have killed at least 918 Palestinians in the West Bank, including at least 193 minors, according to B'Tselem, another Israeli human rights group. At least 24 more Palestinians were killed by Israeli settlers or Israelis of unclear affiliation, the group said.
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Prodded by Trump, an uneasy Germany embarks on military expansion
German leaders intend to ramp up defense spending and build the most powerful armed forces in Europe, but shadows of World War II leave many Germans uneasy about militarization. 
By Kate Brady, Aaron Wiener | 2025-06-26

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, left, welcomes Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky with military honors at the Chancellery in Berlin in May 2025. (Clemens Bilan/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


BERLIN -- When Chancellor Friedrich Merz visited the Oval Office earlier this month, President Donald Trump unwittingly channeled the psyche of a German public that is deeply conflicted over plans for a huge increase in defense spending and military capabilities.
"I think it's a good thing," Trump said of the giant ramp-up in military spending, which he demanded from NATO allies. "But, you know, at least to a certain point," Trump added. "There'll be a point when I'll say, 'Please don't arm anymore.'"
Facing Russia's continuing war in Ukraine and Trump's repeated intimations that the United States can no longer be relied upon to defend Europe, Merz has led a broad push to rearm a country that for 80 years had been allergic to anything resembling militarism, following the horrific destruction Nazi Germany caused during World War II. This includes not just plans to acquire new, advanced weapons but also to increase the ranks of the military by 60,000 and potentially a return to conscription of young people for mandatory service.
At a summit in The Hague on Wednesday, NATO leaders formally approved a plan to lift their annual military spending target to 5 percent of GDP.
For Germany, Europe's largest economy, that will mean a massive increase -- to $177 billion in 2029 from $100 billion in 2025, to meet NATO's target of 3.5 percent on "core" military expenditures like troops and weapons, and the need for a further $76 billion in related spending, such as on upgrading roads and bridges to support armored convoys.
Taken together, the increases will mark the country's most significant rearmament initiative since the end of the Cold War.
But all this talk of militarization -- of Germany once again rising as Europe's strongest power -- and especially of using debt to pay for it, is causing serious consternation including among some officials in Merz's governing coalition, who worry things are going too far. To accommodate the military push, Germany's parliament in March approved a constitutional amendment to relax the country's strict debt brake and created a $585 billion special fund.
Some of the gravest misgivings are among prominent members of the center-left Social Democratic Party, which is a junior partner to Merz's Christian Democrats in the government. Several prominent Social Democrats this month signed a controversial manifesto declaring that there was "no security policy justification for a fixed annual increase in the defense budget to 3.5 or 5 percent of gross domestic product."
"Military alarm rhetoric and massive rearmament programs do not create greater security for Germany and Europe, but rather lead to destabilization and strengthening of the mutual threat perception between NATO and Russia," the manifesto declared.
Defense Minister Boris Pistorius, a Social Democrat and architect of the military ramp-up, denounced the "peace circles" rebellion in his own party as a "denial of reality." Merz has insisted the coalition is unified in its defense of Ukraine.

German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius, a Social Democrat and architect of the military ramp-up, arrives for the NATO summit of heads of state and government in The Hague on June 25, 2025. (Kin Cheung/AFP/Getty Images)


Stefan Meister, a senior political scientist at the German Council on Foreign Relations, said some spheres of German society still confuse modern-day Russia with the former Soviet Union -- a misconception rooted in historical memory and national identity.
"It's always about history, it's always about guilt in World War II and thankfulness with the German unification," Meister said, pointing to the lingering gratitude toward the former Soviet Union for its role in defeating Nazi Germany and the close ties to Russia in eastern Germany.
"They just will not understand [the Russian threat] because they're projecting their own history and the past onto the present and the future," Meister said, adding that disarmament and reeducation of Germans after World War II also made segments of society more pacifist than other neighboring European powers.
In any case, the buildup won't come easily. One of the greatest challenges will be recruitment to a military that is not held universally in high esteem in German society. Pistorius has said Germany needs up to 60,000 more active troops, and Carsten Breuer, the German army's inspector general, sees need for 100,000 more reservists by the end of the decade.
The German armed forces, the Bundeswehr, now has about 182,000 troops.
As a result, leading German politicians have begun speaking seriously about the potential need for a return to conscription and compulsory service.
Conscription was a cornerstone of Germany's postwar defense, introduced in 1956 during the Cold War. German men were required to serve six months in the military or opt for civilian service. But shrinking defense budgets and changing threat perceptions led compulsory service to be suspended in 2011, under Chancellor Angela Merkel.
Reinstituting conscription would mark a significant reversal after more than a decade of an all-volunteer force. Public opinion is mixed, with polls showing rising support for some form of compulsory service, particularly among older generations, but skepticism among the young.
At its party conference in May, Merz's Christian Democratic Union voted for a gradual return to conscription. Pistorius told the German broadcaster ARD on Sunday that he was preparing legislation to boost military service, including provisions to reintroduce a draft if voluntary recruitment falls short of targets.

Members of a military honor guard wait for the Danish prime minister to arrive at the Chancellery in Berlin on June 11, 2025. (Odd Andersen/AFP/Getty Images)


The Social Democrats, however, are warier.
"We don't categorically rule out the reintroduction of conscription," Falko Drossmann, the party's defense policy spokesman in parliament, told German daily Tagesspiegel last week. "But the SPD will not agree to such a serious intervention in the life plans of this country's young men until everything has been done to create a more attractive military force that we don't have to force people into."
The left-wing Die Linke, a traditionally pacifist party, accused Pistorius of breaking his word on military service.
"He and his party assured Germany's children and young people that military service would remain voluntary under this government; this is even stated in the coalition agreement," Left Party lawmaker Desiree Becker said last week. "Now, however, Boris Pistorius wants to initiate compulsory military service and is rightly encountering resistance not only from us, but also within his own party."
"Military service is always associated with violence, and obliging our young people to do so is by no means the solution," Becker added.
The German Greens also argue that a modern, professional military should be built through voluntary enlistment, not coercion.
Merz said Monday at an event for a German industry association that building up the number of troops "probably" would not happen on a voluntary basis alone. "Money is not the key problem we have for the Bundeswehr," he said. "The key problem is qualified personnel."
In an effort to boost enthusiasm for the military, Germany celebrated its first official nationwide Veterans Day last week. Merz marked the occasion with a statement on X declaring: "Service to our country belongs at the heart of our society."
But the event attracted protests, including a fake ad campaign for the Bundeswehr inviting would-be recruits to "hang out with Nazi preppers," a reference to scandals involving far-right extremists.
Merz has said he wants to make the Bundeswehr the strongest conventional military force in Europe. Already, it is making its presence felt on the continent.
Last month, Merz traveled to Lithuania to celebrate Germany's deployment there of its first permanent military force on foreign soil since World War II -- a brigade that is intended to grow to 5,000 troops. It is a remarkable development for a country that last had a military presence in Lithuania as occupiers more than eight decades ago.
"For a very long time, the German mantra was: Where German troops have been, German troops should never be again," said Claudia Major, a senior vice president and international security expert in Berlin at the German Marshall Fund, a policy institute that focuses on transatlantic affairs.
Now, Major said, the Lithuanians are "over the moon" about the German presence there -- to the occasional befuddlement of German soldiers who sometimes encounter hostility at home when wearing their uniforms in public.
"Lithuanians approach them and say, 'Thank you for serving' -- and they don't know what to do," she said.
At the NATO summit, Europeans sought to project unity, sidestepping thorny questions around U.S. support for Ukraine and instead focusing on the increased spending targets.
On Monday, Merz and French President Emmanuel Macron co-wrote a Financial Times op-ed ahead of the summit calling for a European defense buildup, and also portraying it as an economic opportunity for European industry.
"Showing unity against all threats, providing support to Ukraine and stating our determination to develop European defense capabilities and our industrial base through increased defense spending and investment are all part of the same equation," they wrote. "We unambiguously reaffirm allied unity, allied solidarity and a commitment to the freedom, peace and security of our continent."
Wiener reported from Washington.
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With no end to war in sight, Ukraine's economy teeters on the edge
President Donald Trump's election brought high expectations that there would be at least a ceasefire this year, but the conflict looks set to only intensify.
By David   Stern | 2025-06-26

People watch rescue efforts near the site of a Russian missile strike on a residential building in Kyiv this month. (Oksana Parafeniuk/For The Washington Post)


KYIV -- At the NATO summit, this week President Donald Trump expressed a degree of puzzlement that the war between Ukraine and Russia is still going on, admitting that Russian President Vladimir Putin had been "difficult."
"I'm surprised with him; I thought we would have that settled easy," Trump said at a news conference Wednesday, adding that the Ukraine-Russia conflict has "been more difficult than other wars."
That hope for a quick ending when Trump came on the scene had been shared by many Ukrainians, but the reality has sunk in that despite some U.S. efforts, the war could drag on for years and take the sputtering economy down with it.
For the moment, Ukraine's economy is holding on -- albeit with major Western support. But the risk, officials and analysts say, is that the financial aid will not be enough going forward. The only major investment plan on the horizon -- the recently signed deal with the United States to develop Ukraine's mineral wealth -- is still years from development.
With Trump's talk of a quick end to the war, business people inside and outside the country had been poised to take advantage of the hoped-for peace dividend and reconstruction. Optimism in some quarters soared, with the price for Ukraine's government bonds peaking in mid-February.
Those hopes have crashed as Trump's attention moved on to other conflicts -- though he did promise Wednesday to call Putin and sort things out -- and as Russian forces have redoubled their bombardment of Ukraine's cities.
Among business leaders and Ukrainian officials, there has been a sharp reassessment.
"The ceasefire was at the heart of all economic forecasts, that it could come somewhere in mid-2025," said a senior official in the presidential office, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to reporters.
Now, he said, a "positive impact on the economy" this year "is no longer being considered," though there are still hopes for 2026. Ukrainian officials now say the focus is on what needs to be done to stay afloat.
Last week, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said he told the Group of Seven nations at a summit in Canada it was "crucial" that Kyiv's Western allies provide Ukraine with $40 billion in annual budgetary support "to ensure our resilience and the ability of our country to carry on."
Ukraine's Western allies currently cover the country's nonmilitary expenditures -- like pensions, health-care and education -- by garnishing the interest payments from Russian assets abroad that have been frozen.

Damage from a Russian missile strike in Kyiv this month. (Oksana Parafeniuk/For The Washington Post)


Next year, however, that support will cover only half of the $40 billion that Zelensky says the country needs, Ukrainian officials say.
Finance Minister Serhiy Marchenko told parliament this month that the country must be prepared for the war to continue to the end of 2026. Even if that is not the case, the government may have to cut billions from the state budget.
"These are serious figures," Marchenko told deputies, according to local media reports.
Institutions like the International Monetary Fund, which has provided Ukraine with close to $16 billion since the beginning of the war, are also having to recalculate. Its last review said "the baseline scenario continues to assume that the war winds down in the final months of this year."
"If these assumptions are collapsing, then [the IMF has] a problem," said Tymofiy Mylovanov, president of the Kyiv School of Economics. "The U.S. support is not there. European support is limited -- it's year to year, [and] the costs might increase. In these scenarios, there is no sustainability."
But there is "very little that can be cut," said Vitaliy Vavryshchuk, former head of the financial stability department at Ukraine's National Bank. "We cannot cut ... education or health care," he said. "In 2025, the government did not increase minimum wages. The incomes of public sector employees increased only marginally. There is very little or no room to cut expenditures in those segments."
Most likely, Ukraine's economy will "muddle through" at less than 3 percent growth this year and next, Vavryshchuk said. "Given all the factors together, the picture is not very encouraging."
International and Ukrainian business people in Kyiv said they had held out some hope for a Trump breakthrough, but now are adapting to the circumstances. While few outside of key sectors are seeing profits, they also are not leaving the country.
Many have cut costs to the bone and reinvested their dividends into just maintaining their businesses in Ukraine.
"Investments that we are making and the big investments that we are planning to make are only outside of Ukraine," a prominent Ukrainian businessman said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue. "In Ukraine, we do only maintenance."
"It's my personal vision and also in my company that we will be living for another three years in this situation," he said. "We build a business plan for one year, but we look at a maximum month by month."
International organizations like the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development are providing funds for projects in Ukraine, but private investors are staying away, spooked by the security situation.
"We are not able to raise for these funds," said a Western businessman working in Kyiv, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the situation. "We have had some discussions with private investors. But they are saying, 'Okay interesting. We would like to look at it and invest but only after there is ceasefire.'"

The aftermath of a Russian missile strike in April that hit a community center in Sumy. (Ed Ram/For The Washington Post)


As Russia pounds Ukrainian cities and presses forward in the east, security and the war's continuation is foremost in the minds of those working in Ukraine, as well.
"The pace of retreat has huge impact on business confidence and readiness to do investments, so everybody obviously watches the daily reports about how many square kilometers we have lost," he said. "Missiles and drone attacks damage your business, demotivate the population, force people to emigrate and impact services like electricity."
There are bright spots. Ukraine's banking sector has proved to be surprisingly resilient -- the work of the country's National Bank and the result of key reforms that were introduced before the war, officials and analysts say.
Renewable energy and biofuels are booming. And the country's military production has skyrocketed, which Ukrainian officials are now looking to export. Zelensky told journalists on Friday that the country had raised some $43 billion for its defense industry, domestically and from abroad, and was now looking to start arms production lines in Europe.
Potentially, the biggest boost could come from a deal that Ukraine signed with the United States to develop the country's oil, gas, minerals and other resources. After a months-long contentious negotiating process -- which almost broke down because of a heated exchange between Zelensky and Trump in the Oval Office -- Ukraine's parliament ratified the agreement in May.
"This is truly a huge opportunity for Ukraine," the senior official said. "No one perceives this agreement as imposed and unprofitable. We defended our interests at the negotiation stage."
But the devil is in the details, some observers say. Two additional agreements -- containing "all the technical details of Ukraine's indefinite obligations" -- have not been made public, Iryna Herashchenko, a deputy with the opposition European Solidarity party, wrote on Facebook days before the ratification.
Ultimately, the deal offers "huge opportunities," said Vavryshchuk, the former National Bank official.
"It's a work in progress," he said. "We're still at the point where we can go both ways. And it all depends on how the Ukrainian government, how the Ukraine authorities proceed."
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World's richest 1% increased wealth by $33.9 trillion since 2015, Oxfam says
That amount is "more than enough to eliminate annual poverty 22 times over," according to a new analysis from the anti-poverty group.
By Kelsey Ables | 2025-06-26

Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg, left, Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, center, with fiancee Lauren Sanchez, Alphabet CEO Sundar Pichai and Tesla CEO Elon Musk, right, are seen before the inauguration Jan. 20 of President-elect Donald Trump in Washington. The billionaire tech leaders are among the richest people in the world. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/Pool/AP)


Over the past decade, the world's richest 1 percent have increased their wealth by at least $33.9 trillion, according to a new analysis from the global anti-poverty group Oxfam International.
That amount is "more than enough to eliminate annual poverty 22 times over" when calculating at the World Bank's highest poverty line of $8.30 per day, the group said in a news release which also called for governments to invest in state-led development and to tax the ultrarich, among other requests.
Billionaires alone -- about 3,000 people worldwide, the overwhelming majority of whom are men -- have gained $6.5 trillion since 2015, according to the report, which was released ahead of an international conference in Spain on development financing.
"This immense concentration of wealth has translated to political power, in a movement towards oligarchy that sees ultra-wealthy individuals able to shape political and economic decision-making in ways that increase their wealth," Oxfam said in its briefing paper, titled "From Private Profit to Public Power: Financing Development, Not Oligarchy."
Concern about wealth inequality has risen in recent years. Oxfam said in early 2024 that the world could have its first trillionaire within a decade if current inequality trends continued. Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) has suggested that in a fair society billionaires should not exist, and he and other leaders including former president Joe Biden have warned of an oligarchy taking shape in the United States.
Those frustrations coalesced this week in Venice ahead of the star-studded wedding of Amazon founder and Washington Post owner Jeff Bezos and Lauren Sanchez, which has sparked a variety of demonstrations pushing back against what protesters see as a manifestation of the era of the One Percent. One protest sign unfurled on St. Mark's Square on Monday read: "If you can rent Venice for your wedding you can pay more tax."
The proposals in the Oxfam report dovetail with such calls. Discussing how private investment has affected development, it urges a rejection of what some scholars call the "Wall Street Consensus," which pushes for greater involvement of the private sector in public services, such as education and health care. Instead, the report calls for a "public sector-first" approach, starting by taxing the very wealthiest, who, the report says, "have transformed themselves from taxpaying stakeholders to creditors and shareholders, insulated from democratic demands."
In the report, Oxfam points to a proposal introduced by economist Gabriel Zucman at the Group of 20 summit in Brazil in 2024, which called for a minimum 2 percent tax on the assets of the world's 3,000 billionaires with an annual revenue estimate of $200 to $250 billion.
The idea of taxing the fortunes of the wealthy has been debated for years. In an interview last year, Chris Evans, a professor of taxation at the University of New South Wales, described "gross inequality in wealth" as "a disaster for social cohesion."
"There is certainly an argument for using some of the excess money at the top end to help some of the people at the bottom," he said, "and we might just find that we'll have a much fairer and more efficient society."
Eric Zolt, a professor of law at the University of California at Los Angeles and an expert on taxation, said in an email that "despite the apparent appeal of using wealth taxes to reduce inequality, over the last 20 years the trend is against the increased use of wealth taxes."
"The revenue yields are remarkably low for all types of wealth taxes," he added, noting that any sort of global wealth tax would struggle to find support in the U.S., where "a remarkably large number of the 3,000 billionaires are resident."
"For me, the key question is not whether countries should tax wealth to reduce social and economic disparities, but whether individual countries or a coalition of countries can tax wealth effectively," he said. " ... For almost all countries, the chances of success are low."
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U.K. to buy jets that can carry nuclear bombs as part of military buildup 
Britain says it will buy the 12 Lockheed Martin-designed F-35As to shore up its defenses against Russia and hedge against a U.S. drawdown in Europe.


By Andrew Jeong | 2025-06-26

A U.S. Air Force F-35A Lightning II stealth aircraft comes in to land on April 17 in Lakenheath, England. (Dan Kitwood/Getty Images)


Britain is embarking on an ambitious military buildup not seen in the country since the end of the Cold War, announcing on Monday that it is buying a dozen F-35A fighter jets capable of carrying nuclear bombs.
Earlier this month, London released a defense review that outlined plans to acquire more attack submarines, boost space capabilities, create a new cyber-electromagnetic command, construct more munition factories and enhance its nuclear arsenal.
The moves come against the backdrop of what Britain views as a looming threat from Russia and its concerns about the potential for a U.S. military drawdown from Europe in the coming years.
"Russian aggression menaces our continent. Strategic competition is intensifying. Extremist ideologies are on the rise," British Prime Minister Keir Starmer said in a statement outlining his country's new defense posture. "It is an era of radical uncertainty."
The F-35A jets will expand Britain's nuclear warhead delivery options. Since the Cold War's end in the 1990s, Britain has relied on its nuclear-capable ballistic missile submarines for nuclear deterrence. With the F-35As, which can carry B61 nuclear bombs, Britain's air force is reacquiring nuclear capabilities it lost when it retired its airdropped nuclear bombs in 1998.
The F-35As are generally cheaper than the F-35B jets that Britain already operates. A 2022 estimate from the Congressional Budget Office said each F-35A costs as low as $89 million while the F-35Bs cost at least $102 million per unit. The F-35As also offer higher fuel capacity and weapon payloads than the F-35Bs.
Lockheed Martin is the lead manufacturer for the F-35A fighter jet, which is operated by 20 countries, including the United States.
The jets will participate in NATO's nuclear dual capable aircraft missions, which involve European warplanes trained to operate U.S. nuclear bombs that are forward-deployed to Europe to deter Russia from launching a nuclear attack. Britain plans to acquire a total of 138 F-35 fighters, including the F-35B variant, according to its Defense Ministry.
The ministry described the United Kingdom's security environment as the most volatile and uncertain "at any time in the past 30 years," in its defense review. It noted Russia's ongoing attack on Ukraine, the possibility of a U.S. military pivot to Asia that could reduce U.S. troop levels and the potential for war to reach the British homeland.
This new atmosphere requires Britain to reorient its current force from one that is more optimized "for conflicts primarily fought against non-state actors," to one that can mobilize "'whole-of-society' preparations for war," authors of the defense review, which was led by George Robertson, a former NATO secretary general and British defense secretary, wrote.
To meet that goal, Britain pledged to increase national security spending to 5 percent of its GDP by 2035 -- which will be the sum of a 3.5 percent defense budget and a 1.5 percent budget that will be considered "defense-related."
Britain spends 2.3 percent of its GDP on defense today, down from 4.1 percent in 1989. Its military has 136,000 regular personnel, less than half of the 311,000 it had during the Cold War.
With the additional funding, Britain aims to expand its nuclear-powered attack submarine fleet from today's nine up to 12, and acquire the ability to manufacture a new submarine every 18 months. It will seek to counter Russia's and China's rising threats in space, according to the review, which noted that the combined operational satellite fleets of the two countries increased by 70 percent in the 2019-2021 period. Britain will also invest 1.5 billion pounds, or around $2 billion, to build a pipeline for munitions as well as at least six new factories for munitions and explosives.
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RFK Jr. says U.S. will stop funding global vaccine alliance Gavi
Gavi works to expand access to vaccines for children in some of the world's poorest countries. Health experts say the move could have deadly consequences.
By Niha Masih | 2025-06-26

Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. at a House hearing in Washington on Tuesday. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The United States will halt its contributions to Gavi, the global alliance that works to expand access to vaccines for children in some of the world's poorest countries, Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. said Wednesday -- a move that public health experts said would have deadly consequences.
Kennedy -- who has a history of spreading vaccine misinformation -- announced the decision in video remarks made to a Gavi summit in Brussels, during which he accused the group of neglecting "the key issue of vaccine safety."
"When vaccine safety issues have come before Gavi, Gavi has treated them not as a patient health problem, but as a public relations problem," he said, without providing evidence of the allegation.
In his remarks, Kennedy cited a study linking the DTP vaccine -- for diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis -- to increased child mortality. He also said Gavi should "consider the best science available."
"Until that happens, the United States won't contribute more to Gavi," he said.
In a statement, Gavi pushed back against Kennedy's allegations, saying decisions over its vaccine portfolio are guided by recommendations from World Health Organization experts who review all available data through a "rigorous, transparent, and independent process."
The group, a public-private alliance, also said it has full confidence in the DTP vaccine. "As an important element in our routine vaccine portfolio, it has played a key role in helping halve childhood mortality in Gavi-supported countries since 2000," it said.
Gavi says it has helped vaccinate more than 1.1 billion children in 78 low-income countries since its founding that year, preventing 18.8 million future deaths.
The Washington Post reported in March that the U.S. planned to terminate more than $1 billion in funding for Gavi. The U.S. was the third-largest contributor to the group, accounting for 12 percent of its overall funding as of last year, behind Britain and the Gates Foundation, according to KFF.
Wednesday's summit in Brussels raised $9 billion for Gavi, Gates Foundation CEO Mark Suzman said on social media, adding that the group still faces a funding shortfall due to the U.S. withdrawing its support.

A nurse assistant administers a malaria vaccine to a child at a hospital in northern Uganda in April. (Hajarah Nalwadda/Getty Images)


Kennedy's announcement was criticized by public health experts, who warned that it would cost lives.
"The RFK decision will cause children to die," Prabhat Jha, a professor in global health and epidemiology at the University of Toronto Dalla Lana School of Public Health, said in an email.
"The suggestion that Gavi ignores science is pure nonsense," he said, pointing out that the alliance has a "robust science committee, draws experts from around the world" and maintains a high level of scrutiny on manufacturing.
Atul Gawande, the former head of global health at the U.S. Agency for International Development, said in a social media post that the withdrawal of funding was a "travesty and a nightmare."
"This pull out will cost 100s of thousands of children's lives a year -- and RFK Jr will be personally responsible," he wrote.
Billionaire Bill Gates, whose foundation helped create Gavi, urged Congress to rethink the decision. He said on social media that the funding cuts would have "devastating consequences: more sick kids who fall behind in school, more overcrowded hospital wards, and eventually more grieving parents."
On Wednesday, a newly formed vaccine advisory committee, appointed by Kennedy, said it plans to review the cumulative impact of the childhood vaccine schedule and reconsider hepatitis B immunization guidelines, which could reshape long-standing U.S. vaccination practices for children.
A study funded by Gavi and published in the Lancet medical journal this week found that while the WHO's global vaccination program has achieved "remarkable success," progress has stalled in recent years due to access inequality, the coronavirus pandemic and an increase in misinformation.
Caitlin Gilbert contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2025/06/26/rfk-jr-vaccine-gavi-funding-cut/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Notorious drug lord, wanted by U.S., captured underground in Ecuador
Jose Adolfo "Fito" Macias Villamar is accused of turning once-peaceful Ecuador into a major narcotrafficking hub. He escaped from prison in early 2024.
By Arturo Torres, Samantha Schmidt | 2025-06-26

Drug trafficker Jose Adolfo "Fito" Macias Villamar is escorted by military personnel at an air base in Guayaquil, Ecuador, after his capture on Wednesday. (Marcos Pin/AFP/Getty Images)


QUITO, Ecuador -- Authorities in Ecuador have detained the country's most notorious drug trafficker, Jose Adolfo "Fito" Macias Villamar, more than a year after he escaped from the maximum-security prison he once controlled.
Specialized Ecuadorian police and military intelligence officers, with support from the United States, tracked him Wednesday evening to a basement where he had been hiding in the coastal Ecuadorian city of Manta, according to a senior police official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive operation.
Videos show officers crawling into a hole in a tile floor to reach the hidden basement below. Others show the officers holding Macias to the ground, face down, with his hands tied behind his back.

Video filmed by Ecuadorian police June 25 show a hidden basement beneath a floor.


"We have done our part to proceed with Fito's extradition to the United States," President Daniel Noboa said on social media, adding that authorities are awaiting a U.S. response. The U.S. Embassy in Quito, in a post on X, congratulated Ecuador on his capture.
Macias is a top leader of Los Choneros, a gang that at one point claimed 5,000 members inside the prison system and 7,000 outside, and together with Mexico's Sinaloa cartel dominated this South American nation's booming cocaine trade.
Ecuadorian security forces and their U.S. partners have been searching for him since his escape from a prison in Guayaquil in early 2024. They ultimately found him in the basement of a property that belongs to Macias's romantic partner, Veronica Narcisa Briones Zambrano, who is being held in a Guayaquil prison, according to an intelligence official who also spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe the operation.

Ecuadorian soldiers enter Litoral Penitentiary, the country's largest prison, on the outskirts of Guayaquil in February 2024. (John Moore/Getty Images)


Macias was indicted in federal court in Brooklyn on charges that he distributed vast amounts of cocaine into the U.S.
Prosecutors allege he led Los Choneros from at least as far back as 2020 to 2025, controlling cocaine trafficking routes through Ecuador and running a distribution network through Central America and Mexico to the U.S. and beyond. They accuse the organization of using hit men, corruption and bribery to ensure loyalty and smuggling firearms from the U.S. to support its operations.
"As alleged, the defendant was a ruthless leader and prolific drug trafficker for a violent transnational criminal organization," said John J. Durham, U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of New York. "By leading the Los Choneros' network of assassins and drug and weapon traffickers and importing potentially lethal quantities of cocaine into the United States, the defendant has caused great harm to his own country and the United States, which was the destination for the vast majority of Los Choneros' cocaine shipments."
The unchecked growth of drug gangs in Ecuador has helped turn this once-peaceful country into a crucial cocaine transit hub. Using the country's prisons as command centers, Los Choneros and others have formed alliances with Mexican cartels and the Albanian mafia and infiltrated government here at nearly every level.

President Daniel Noboa in his office at the presidential palace in Quito in February 2024. (Andres Yepez/For The Washington Post)


Macias mocked the government in September 2023 in a high-production music video filmed inside the country's most infamous prison. In January 2024, word began to spread that Fito had escaped the Guayaquil regional penitentiary. When police entered the prison, the drug lord was gone; he had simply walked out the front door days earlier, intelligence officials said, after he was tipped off about plans to relocate him.
Ecuadorian authorities have been chasing him ever since, and on March 9, announced a $1 million reward for information leading to his arrest.
Noboa credited recently passed laws that have expanded the powers of security forces to swiftly detain suspected criminals.
"My recognition to our police and military who participated in this operation," Noboa said. "More will fall, we will reclaim the country. Without a truce."
The capture is a win for Noboa, the millennial who was reelected to a full term this year on promises to restore security. Noboa has sought to present himself as an ironfisted leader but has struggled to control a surge of violence in the country. He declared war on the gangs last year in the days after Fito's escape, when a narco revolt brought Ecuador to the verge of collapse.
"It was like we were living in Gotham," Noboa told The Washington Post last year. "All of the crazy people had escaped."
Last week, another high-profile drug lord escaped from prison. Rolando Federico Gomez, known as Fede, escaped from a Guayaquil prison while disguised as a military officer.
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U.S. ties 3 Mexican financial institutions to fentanyl trafficking 
The U.S. Treasury accused the firms of supporting money laundering and cartel imports of chemicals. Mexico said the transfers didn't prove wrongdoing. 
By Mary Beth Sheridan | 2025-06-26
MEXICO CITY -- The U.S. Treasury Department on Wednesday accused three Mexican financial institutions of moving money for opioid traffickers and handling payments for cartels seeking imported chemicals to make fentanyl.
The department's Financial Crimes Enforcement Network, or FinCEN, identified CIBanco S.A., Intercam Banco S.A. and Vector Casa de Bolsa as being "of primary money laundering concern" in connection with opioid trafficking.
"Financial facilitators like CIBanco, Intercam, and Vector are enabling the poisoning of countless Americans by moving money on behalf of cartels, making them vital cogs in the fentanyl supply chain," Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said in a statement.
But Mexico's Treasury Ministry said that it had asked its U.S. counterpart for details of the alleged wrongdoing and that "no evidence has been received."
The three are well-known financial institutions. CIBanco has over $7 billion in assets, while Intercam has $4 billion, according to a U.S. Treasury news release. Vector manages nearly $11 billion in assets, the statement said, and operates throughout Latin America. The U.S. orders would bar American financial institutions from receiving funds from the companies or sending money to them.
The announcement came as President Donald Trump has pressured Mexico's government to crack down harder on the country's drug cartels, considered the biggest producers of U.S.-bound fentanyl. He has threatened punishing tariffs and designated six Mexican cartels as foreign terrorist groups. He has also slapped tariffs on China, the source of many of the chemical ingredients to make fentanyl, arguing it is not doing enough to halt the flow.
The latest measure "sends an important message to Mexico, that this is serious," said Mariana Campos, the director of Mexico Evalua, a think tank focused on public policy.
Still, Mexican officials said none of the U.S. evidence they had seen added up to criminal activity.
The only information shared by U.S. authorities that Mexican officials could verify was data on some electronic transfers made by the Mexican financial institutions to legally constituted Chinese companies, the Mexican Treasury Ministry statement said. Those money flows didn't seem unusual, the ministry said.
"Thousands of these transactions are made by national financial institutions," the Mexican ministry said. It added that its financial-crimes unit "found transactions with those Chinese businesses by more than 300 Mexican businesses through 10 national financial institutions."
When it investigated the transfers, the ministry said, it only discovered "administrative problems that have been sanctioned" with fines and other actions.
Vector said in a statement that it "categorically rejects any imputation that damages its institutional integrity." The other two Mexican institutions did not respond to calls and emails seeking reaction.
Fentanyl sparked the deadliest drug epidemic in U.S. history, leaving hundreds of thousands of Americans dead. Overdose deaths plunged nearly 27 percent last year, compared with 2023, according to estimates published by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and U.S. seizures of illegal fentanyl have been dropping. Yet even so, more than 80,000 Americans were killed by drugs in 2024, with fentanyl a major culprit.
The U.S. Treasury statement said that CIBanco had a "long-standing pattern of associations, transactions, and provision of financial services that facilitate illicit opioid trafficking" by the Beltran Leyva, Jalisco New Generation and Gulf cartels. The U.S. statement said that, from 2021 to 2024, the bank had handled more than $2.1 million in payments from Mexico-based companies to Chinese companies that sent precursor chemicals to Mexico for illicit use.
The U.S. statement accused Intercam executives of meeting in late 2022 with suspected Jalisco cartel members to talk about money laundering, including transferring funds from China. From 2021 to 2024, Intercam moved more than $1.5 million from Mexico-based companies to a Chinese firm associated with a person who shipped precursor chemicals to Mexico, it said.
As for Vector, the U.S. statement said, it was used by a Sinaloa Cartel operative to launder $2 million between 2013 and 2021. The statement also said that Vector made more than $1 million in payments on behalf of Mexico-based companies to Chinese firms known to have sent precursor chemicals to Mexico.
The inclusion of Vector on the Treasury list raised eyebrows in Mexico because of its connection to Alfonso Romo, who had been a top adviser to ex-president Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador. Romo led a group of investors that bought the brokerage firm in 1987, and he is currently the director of Grupo Plenus, the conglomerate that owns Vector.
Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum has sought to increase antidrug cooperation with the Trump administration, including transferring 29 high-level cartel operatives to the United States in February.
Gabriela Martinez contributed to this report.
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See how much NATO countries spend on defense and how that has changed 
Many member countries would have to double defense spending by 2035 to meet new targets, charts show.
By Cate Brown, Adrian Blanco Ramos | 2025-06-25

Secretary General Mark Rutte addresses a NATO leaders summit Wednesday in The Hague. (Ludovic Marin/Reuters)


As NATO's yearly summit concluded in The Hague on Wednesday, alliance leaders agreed to increase defense spending to 5 percent of national income across member countries by 2035. NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte heralded the hike as a "quantum leap" for collective defense, expected to strengthen alliance members' ability to invest in new military hardware, cybersecurity and energy projects.
Some world leaders had expressed doubts about the viability of this hefty goal, which President Donald Trump floated in early January. NATO set a 2 percent target in 2014, but more than a decade later, only 70 percent of member states are on track to meet that, defense expenditure data shows.
Here's where defense spending among NATO members stood as of last year:
To meet the new target, countries could rely on creative accounting, including for infrastructure projects that also serve military purposes.
Poland leads among NATO members, allocating more than 4 percent of its gross domestic product to defense, according to NATO figures. It nearly doubled its contributions after Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022 -- a display of aggression that cued similar investments from Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Finland.
The United States spends some 3.5 percent of GDP on defense, and in absolute terms more than any other country by far.
Britain has consistently dedicated about 2 percent of its GDP to defense. The prime minister's office called its 5 percent pledge "historic" in a statement that promised to deepen Britain's commitment to NATO and deliver security for the nation's working class.
Spain has trailed the pack for more than a decade. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has repeatedly insisted that a modest defense budget increase would enable the nation to uphold its commitments to ensure European security, and last weekend he said Spain would not meet the 5 percent target.
Trump threatened retribution Wednesday, saying in a news conference, "We're negotiating with Spain on a trade deal, and we're going to make them pay twice as much -- and I'm actually serious about that."
Some member states have modulated their defense spending over the past decade. Both Greece and Turkey have invested more than 3 percent of their GDP in defense at varying points, often responding to the pressures of cross-border migration or other regional tensions.
Iceland, as the sole NATO member without a military, will not be held to the 5 percent goal. Leaders of Iceland's ruling coalition released a joint opinion piece Wednesday in Visir, an Icelandic online newspaper, affirming their commitment to strengthening their nation's defense and security infrastructure, while increasing defense-related spending to 1.5 percent of GDP by 2035.
NATO members have agreed to a 2029 budget review to track their collective progress on spending commitments outlined in a joint declaration issued Wednesday.
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Venice, prime wedding spot, braces for a Bezos marital extravaganza 
In Venice, a romantic backdrop of weddings for centuries, the marriage of Jeff Bezos and Lauren Sanchez is providing an economic windfall and stirring protest. 
By Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli | 2025-06-25

A large banner protesting Amazon founder Jeff Bezos lies in St. Mark's Square in Venice after it was placed there Monday by activists from Greenpeace and the Britain-based group Everyone Hates Elon. (Yara Nardi/Reuters)


VENICE -- In this city where romance is big business, Jeff Bezos and Lauren Sanchez are poised to hold the latest lavish affair, a nuptial event wrapped in secrecy and, vendors say, nondisclosure agreements.
Several "White Lotus"-like hotels -- including the understated Aman and the opulent Danieli -- are sold out. Venice's Marco Polo Airport is bracing for the arrival of 100 private jets and air taxis -- a figure that could include non-attendees, but is on par with major events including the city's star-studded film festival.
On Wednesday afternoon, Bezos and Sanchez arrived by boat at the canopied Aman dock. Paparazzi are prowling for rumored guests including Oprah, a Kardashian or two, and Ivanka Trump (spotted Tuesday in a Venice water taxi after a jaunt to the Italian food haven of Modena). Glassblowers, mask makers and bakeries are counting their euros for a multiday event that has City Hall swooning. Officials project the economic benefits in the low eight digits, including $3.5 million in charitable donations.
But not all of Venice is swooning.
The city's latest wedding bash -- a smaller affair compared with some Venetian blowouts, with government officials and one vendor estimating between 200 and 250 guests -- has become a lightning rod for overtourism protesters, eco-activists and left-wing demonstrators who are hosting a network of events against what they see as a manifestation of the era of the One Percent. Their slogan -- "No Space for Bezos" -- has popped up on street corners and even a banner across the legendary Rialto Bridge. On Monday, activists from Greenpeace and the Britain-based group Everyone Hates Elon unfurled a giant image of a laughing Bezos in St. Mark's Square under the words: "If you can rent Venice for your wedding you can pay more tax."

Activists unfurled giant banners to protest Jeff Bezos and Lauren Sanchez's lavish Venice wedding. Bezos, the founder of Amazon, also owns The Washington Post.


Demonstrators had threatened to block access to what was expected to be Saturday's main wedding celebration at the Misericordia -- a cavernous venue in northern Venice inaugurated in 1583 -- by physically throwing themselves in canals. Sensing potential trouble, a decision was made this week to change the location, said a person familiar with the event.
"The decision was taken so as not to harm or create distress for residents, visitors and tourists," said the person, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss confidential deliberations.
Demonstrators are celebrating the relocation as a "victory." The new venue for Saturday's festivities remains officially secret, but protesters say they have tapped an underground network of cleaners, technicians, caterers and others to pinpoint the new site in a secluded part of the Arsenale complex used to host Venice's annual Biennale art and architectural exhibitions, as well as high-security summits. The venue, city officials say, is more easily monitored and secured. Saying waters in the area are too treacherous to risk their original plan -- jumping in canals with inflatable flamingos, ducks and unicorns to disrupt boats ferrying guests -- protesters are now planning a less invasive Saturday march away from the venue.
"We have already won," said Tommaso Cacciari, one of the protest organizers and the nephew of a former mayor. "Bezos wanted to use Venice as a backdrop for his pictures. We used his event to show our fight to the world."

A woman looks out of a window in Venice on Sunday. (Yara Nardi/Reuters)



Activists place a giant banner Monday showing an image of Bezos and reading, "If you can rent Venice for your wedding you can pay more tax." (Stefano Rellandini/AFP/Getty Images)


City officials, police and business owners, meanwhile, have pushed back against claims by protesters that Bezos sought to effectively "buy Venice" for the event, noting that the city has hosted significantly larger and more extravagant affairs. They cite, for instance, the "Wedding of the Century" that brought Bollywood to the Adriatic for three heady days in 2011. The silk-swathed celebration for an Indian heiress and her betrothed saw 800 guests sup on delicacies from Harry's Bar. There were stilt walkers, billionaires and a blimp. Shakira crooned. Nobody protested.
Then there was the wedding of George Clooney and Amal Alamuddin in 2014.
"Where were these protesters when George Clooney got married at City Hall, and really did disrupt the streets? This is a private wedding, out of the way. I can't understand this," said Simone Venturini, the Venice city councillor responsible for the tourism sector. Venturini said he understood that Bezos and Sanchez were to be legally wed in the United States, and were simply hosting their celebrations in Venice.
Bezos and Sanchez declined to comment.
The wedding planners -- the boutique agency Lanza & Baucina -- also declined an interview request. In a statement, the company condemned the "misinformation, falsehoods and misunderstandings" that have circulated in Venice about the wedding celebrations. The firm described the number of water taxis and gondolas booked as not "excessive" and "proportionate to the number of guests." Senior officials estimate that the event has booked roughly 30 of the city's 250 water taxis.
"From the outset, both our client's brief and our guiding principles have been very clear: minimizing the impact of the event on the city, respect for its residents and institutions and the prominent use of local workers in the creation of events," the Lanza & Baucina statement read. "The rumors of a 'takeover' of the city are completely false and diametrically opposed to our aims and reality."
Bezos, the founder of Amazon, also owns The Washington Post.
In some ways, the Bezos-Sanchez event has become a pawn in a bigger game. Much of Venice has fretted about overtourism. But the mayor and business interests are especially at odds with a small group of die-hard activists  angered by high housing prices and the devolution of a once formidable city-state into a Disney-esque playground for shorts-wearing, selfie-taking hordes.
Yet protesters, who include social housing activists, university collectives, workers' rights advocates and anti-cruise-ship groups, say they have particularly targeted Bezos because they see him in a "political context" -- calling the billionaire a symbol of consumer-driven culture and anti-labor-union animus, and a member of a global elite that has corralled wealth. Fairly or not, some protesters also said they equate him with President Donald Trump.
"We would have protested Bezos even if he came with three people in a wooden boat with oars," Cacciari said.

Rosa Salva pastry shop owner Antonio Rosa Salva outside his shop in Venice on June 12. (Luca Bruno/AP)



A pastry chef prepares traditional zaletti biscuits in the Rosa Salva pastry kitchen in Venice on June 12. (Luca Bruno/AP)


Others in Venice, however, see just the opposite -- a billionaire spreading his wealth.
Not far from St. Mark's Square, sugary scents waft from the glass counters of the Rosa Salva bakery. The family business founded in 1879 was originally contracted months ago to produce sweets as gifts for a major but anonymous wedding this week. Three weeks ago, as protest fervor built, the owner, Antonio Rosa Salva, was informed that the order -- for roughly 200 gift boxes -- was for guests of Bezos and Sanchez.
Rosa Salva called the protests shortsighted. Weddings, he said, are responsible for 30 percent of his total annual sales. "We've done weddings for 500 people, events for 1,800, and nobody ever said a word," he said. "The truth is, Venice has been hosting events like this for centuries. It should be a pleasure and honor for us to host this now. We need this."
In fact, the Bezos-Sanchez nuptials are happening as the Venice hotel association cites a drop-off in revenue following a banner 2024, a loss it partially attributed to fewer big-spending American tourists. For the association, the protests smack of a self-inflicted wound.
Some people in "this city want the tourist money, but they want it by mail," said Claudio Scarpa, director general of the Venice Hotel Association, adding that he believed only a small subsection of the city was up in arms over the Bezos event. "We should be seeing this as the best possible opportunity to advertise our city."
In a city highly sensitive to cruise ship traffic, speculation had raged over whether Bezos would sail his three-masted, 417-foot yacht Koru into Venice. The person familiar with the event said the vessel was not expected to enter the city, and that the couple had arrived in the area by helicopter. On Wednesday evening, the Koru was located in the waters off nearby Croatia, according to Marinetraffic.com. People magazine on Monday published images of the suds-covered couple aboard the yacht, enjoying what the outlet described as a "foam party" with guests.
Darco Pellos, the prefect of Venice in charge of public order, said a variety of local and national Italian security forces were being called in this week to keep the peace, given the level of the "personalities" attending the event. He said he had been informed of the venue change for Saturday.
Depending on how things go, the event could mark a test of a newly passed national security law that grants authorities the right to detain protesters for obstructing public places. But Pellos said: "I believe there will be no problems, as on all occasions when dissent has been manifested in this city. Our interest lies in guaranteeing the safety of citizens -- those who demonstrate, and those who want this private event."
Luca Zaia, the governor of Veneto -- the region of which Venice is the capital -- disclosed this week that Bezos and Sanchez had donated 1 million euros to CORILA, a group that supports scientific research and preservation efforts on the Venetian lagoon. A person familiar with the donations who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss financial details said additional donations of 1 million euros each were made to the Venice office of UNESCO and to Venice International University.
In an interview, Zaia called the $18 billion-a-year tourism industry the region's most important, and criticized the protests.
"We don't know how much Bezos's wedding will bring," the governor said of the economic windfall. But, he said, Bezos "has rented five hotels, about 30 taxis and, from what we understand, it will cost Bezos between 20 [million] and 30 million euros," he said. "We'll be awaiting Bezos with open arms."
For guests, the weather may be more uncomfortable than the protests, with high temperatures approaching 90.
The locations of the week's other wedding-related festivities also remain closely guarded secrets -- though word of potential locations has seeped out.

A poster reading, "Wedding of Bezos in Venice? No!" and calling for protests is seen pasted on a wall in Venice on June 13. (Andrea Pattaro/AFP/Getty Images)



The island of San Giorgio Maggiore in Venice's lagoon on Monday. (Stefano Rellandini/AFP/Getty Images)


The town is buzzing over mysterious activity near the Madonna dell'Orto Church in the Cannaregio district, were security teams were stationed Wednesday as crews lugged equipment into a rented space next door. Another rumored party spot is San Giorgio Maggiore island, a graceful stretch of historical buildings with sweeping views of St. Mark's Square. Home to a small but ancient cloister of Benedictine monks, it has played host in the past to high-security international summits.
Today, the island is owned by the Italian government and largely managed by the Giorgio Cini Foundation, founded by a former communications minister for Benito Mussolini who later turned against Il Duce. Foundation officials would not comment on rumors of a wedding-related event reportedly being planned in a closed-off park where black gazebos and a metal detector went up 10 days ago. A woman staffing an accreditation booth would only describe it as a "private event."
"I do not doubt that Mr. Bezos does great and good things," Stefano Visintin, the Benedictine abbot on San Giorgio, told the Corriere del Veneto newspaper.
"But a personality of such caliber could have expected to also have enemies, and possibly cause a stir," Visintin added. "Couldn't he have gotten married in an isolated villa in Beverly Hills?"
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Why powerful pro-Tehran militias in Iraq stayed quiet amid Iran conflict
As the U.S. struck Iran, the prospect for retaliation was running high in neighboring Iraq, where American and Iranian interests exist in close proximity.
By Louisa Loveluck, Mustafa Salim | 2025-06-25

Protesters in Baghdad gather in front of the Iranian Embassy on Tuesday in celebration of a ceasefire between Iran and Israel. (Hadi Mizban/AP)


When U.S. forces struck three Iranian nuclear facilities over the weekend, concern rippled through the population of neighboring Iraq, where pro-Iranian militias wield much influence and the majority of the people, like in Iran, are Shiite Muslims.
The prospect for retaliation in Iraq against the United States briefly loomed. Nowhere else in the Arab world do American and Iranian interests exist in such close proximity, with several thousand U.S. soldiers stationed on a string of military bases across the country and Iran supporting a range of political and armed forces that wield power on the ground.
But those Iraqi militias have proved to be conspicuously quiet.
These groups have been shaped by previous struggles for influence in Iraq between the U.S. and Iran, emerging warier of involvement in external conflict and more independent of external backers. The Iran-linked militias have also become central players in the Iraqi government, earning billions of dollars from state coffers, operating extensive business networks and holding more power than ever before. There is much at stake if these groups become a target, Middle East analysts say.
"These groups have become so integrated into the Iraqi state in one way or another, whether it's through business dealings, whether it is through politics. Why would these people give up on that?" asked Lahib Higel, Crisis Group's senior analyst for Iraq. Tensions may reach a point where the groups turn to violence, she said, "but these groups are going to stay quiet for as long as they can."
The militias in Iraq have long been an important part of Iran's sprawling network across the region of allies and proxy forces, which also include Hamas, Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Houthis in Yemen. That formidable network was built by Gen. Qasem Soleimani, who ran Iran's Quds Force, the division of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps responsible for external operations, and whom President Donald Trump had assassinated in January 2020 in Baghdad.
Unlike Hezbollah and the Houthis, Iraq's militias had already learned the lessons of direct confrontation with the U.S., experts say. The top Iraqi militia leader, Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, was killed in the same drone strike as Soleimani, forcing other senior leaders into hiding as Iran and the U.S. traded ballistic missiles and airstrikes on Iraqi soil.
Over the following years, the Iraqi militias adapted from top-down, Iranian-driven groups to ones with greater autonomy.
"The assassination of Soleimani and Muhandis removed a strong lever of control and influence that Iran had over several of these groups," said Sajad Jiyad, a fellow at the New York-based Century International. "Not having that Godfather figure has meant that these groups have charted their own path."

Members of the Popular Mobilization Forces, Iraq's official network of militia factions, line up during the Sunday funeral in Baghdad for Hussein Khalil, a bodyguard for Lebanon's slain Hezbollah leader; his son Mahdi Khalil; and Iraqi commander Haider al-Moussawi from Kataib Sayyid al-Shuhad, an Iran-backed militia. (Ahmad Al-Rubaye/AFP/Getty Images)


Iraq's official network of militia factions, known as the Popular Mobilization Forces, dates back to 2014, when tens of thousands of men across the mostly Shiite south answered calls from Iraq's prime minister and Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, the country's top Shiite religious authority, to join the fight against Islamic State militants.
Today, the groups are marbled through Iraq's ruling institutions and have become economic powerhouses and political enforcers of the political regime. Middle East analysts and Iraqi officials say Iraq has remained mostly aloof from the conflict pitting Israel and the U.S. against Iran because of shared interests between the armed groups and their Iranian backers.
After the U.S. bombers transiting Iraqi airspace struck Iran's nuclear facilities, Kataib Hezbollah, an Iraqi militia that has previously targeted U.S. troops, issued only a muted statement, noting that Iraq's inability to control its airspace made the country vulnerable.
"The American forces in Iraq paved the way for this assault by opening Iraqi airspace," the group said. "If it is said that we do not want Iraq to be a battleground, then it is incumbent upon us to restrain the role of foreign forces present on Iraqi soil and controlling its skies."
Iraq's military said the following day that a swarm of small drones had targeted six army bases but reached only two, causing damage to radar systems at Camp Taji, north of Baghdad, and the Imam Ali base in Dhi Qar governorate, but no casualties. No U.S. forces were present at either one. The Iraqi army said in a statement that Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani had ordered an investigation into the incident, without ascribing blame to any group.
The militias' tempered response reflects their desire not to be dragged into the sort of conflict that left Hezbollah eviscerated in Lebanon, said Higel. "They don't want to face the same fate," she said. "However much they support Iran in rhetoric, we've seen the fissures. They had already started when Soleimani was killed, but they've really accelerated after the 7th of October" attacks in Israel.
If their standing took a blow, it could put in jeopardy about $3.5 billion allocated in the Iraqi budget, according to the finance ministry, to pay militia salaries and provide other forms of support.
Iran, similarly, benefits from the quiet next door. "Iraq has remained outside the conflict primarily due to Iran's desire to keep it that way," said a senior Iraqi official who, like some others interviewed for this story, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive subject. "They understand that Iraq's stability is extremely important to their national security and also to their economic situation."
As Western governments have sought to isolate Iran with sanctions, Iraq has become its economic lung. Iraq is not only a major trading partner, but Iran has used Iraqi currency exchanges to transfer money and Iraqi ports to mix and rebrand sanctioned oil products, according to researchers at the Chatham House international affairs think tank, providing Tehran with precious access to the international economy.
Iraq has also provided safe haven to other Iran-backed groups as they come under fire, the researchers found. After Israel's killing of Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah in September, dozens of senior Hezbollah business figures traveled to Iraq, where the group had made significant financial investments.
Jiyad, of Century International, said the pro-Iran armed groups are likely to remain on the sidelines for now. "It may be that the Iranians see that as an option to deploy later," he said. "I think the Iranians are not trying to play all their cards at once."
Likewise, the senior Iraqi official said, these groups "are Iran's last card."
An official with the pro-Iran Asaib al-Haq group, which has a role in the Iraqi government, said Iraq's armed factions remained braced in "watchful anticipation." This official said, "We do not wish to be dragged into the war, although the resistance factions are ready to respond. ... This will, however, depend on the course of events and the impact on our country."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/06/25/iraq-militias-iran-attack/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



At least 8 killed as anti-government protests rock Kenya 
At least eight people were killed as protests against police brutality in Kenya spread across the country, according to rights and medical groups.
By Katharine Houreld, Rael Ombuor | 2025-06-25
NAIROBI -- At least eight people were killed as protests against police brutality in Kenya spread across the country, according to rights and medical groups. In the capital, police met demonstrators with bullets, batons, whips and tear gas, medics said.
A year to the day after police opened fire on young, unarmed demonstrators outside the nation's burning Parliament building, thousands of protesters returned to the streets of Nairobi -- barricading roads, tearing down concrete barriers topped with razor wire, and hurling back tear gas canisters fired by police. A few pelted police vehicles with stones. Traffic stalled on major highways as acrid smoke filled Nairobi's central business district.

Large crowds marched in Nairobi and Mombasa on June 25 to mark the anniversary of last year's deadly anti-government protests.


A procession of demonstrators carried white crosses with the names of those killed by police over the past year; others held up huge hearts or marched with flowers. Unemployed truck driver Daniel Maina, 33, watched them pass: "Today, I am here to remember our fallen heroes," he said.
As day turned to night, it became clear there would be new names to commemorate. At least eight people were killed nationwide, according to the Independent Medico-Legal Unit, a leading association of medical professionals, including two deaths each in Machakos and Makueni, areas south of the capital. The circumstances of the deaths were not immediately clear.
The protests a year ago were sparked by a tax bill that would have hiked rates on basic foodstuffs while allowing what critics see as the government's self-dealing to continue. Kenya's legislators are among the highest paid in the world and enjoy lavish perks, while the country's public schools and hospitals routinely struggle for funding. Within an hour of the bill's passage, the Parliament was in flames.
Some of those arrested that day turned up dead. Others were abducted by plainclothes security forces weeks or months later. In the aftermath, there have been repeated showdowns between heavily armed police and young demonstrators demanding justice for the dead and missing. During protests against police brutality last week, triggered by the death in custody of a blogger critical of police, a photographer from the Associated Press captured images of two officers shooting an unarmed vendor in the head at close range as he tried to flee.

A helicopter flies over Nairobi on Wednesday as smoke rises during a demonstration. (Monicah Mwangi/Reuters)



Demonstrators carry white crosses and red hearts with the names of those killed by police over the past year, during a march Wednesday in Nairobi. (Donwilson Odhiambo/Reuters)


Kenya is East Africa's wealthiest nation, seen by Washington as a bulwark of stability in a deeply troubled region. Kenyan security forces serve as peacekeepers in U.S.-backed missions in Somalia and Haiti.
A joint statement Wednesday from the U.S. Embassy and other Western diplomatic missions said that "protecting the right to protest is vital to preserving civic space and a cornerstone of Kenya's vibrant democracy."
The statement also said that "we are troubled by the use of hired 'goons' to infiltrate or disrupt peaceful gatherings." It referred to armed gangs that appeared at protests last week, attacking demonstrators with wooden planks and looting shops as police officers looked on.
As the protest anniversary neared, Kenyan officials struck a note of defiance.
"Let me tell you some home truths you stupid young people," David Ndii, an economic adviser to Kenyan President William Ruto, posted Sunday on X. "... My generation also had its heroic stupid young men. They were hanged. We learnt."

A woman who was wounded when police fired tear gas and bullets in the direction of protesters is carried away during a demonstration Wednesday in downtown Nairobi. (Brian Inganga/AP)


On Wednesday morning, the protesters streamed into downtown Nairobi carrying vuvuzelas. James Kariuki, a 24-year-old chef, was holding a bouquet of yellow roses in memory of his friend Boniface, who was killed by security forces last year.
"We are fighting for our rights. They will never send us home," he said.
The protesters controlled the main thoroughfare of Kenyatta Avenue for most of the day. Some lit bonfires while others sped past on skates, the scene at times resembling a chaotic carnival.
Moh, 40, a doctor, said she was there for her patients.
"They cannot get services unless they have money," Moh said. Like others interviewed, she spoke on the condition that she be identified by only her first name, for fear of government retaliation.
"Especially with the USAID cuts, people are really worried about HIV medication," she said. President Donald Trump's cuts to American foreign aid have upended the lives of Kenyan families battling HIV, leaving them to depend on a beleaguered national medical system.
A lawyer, Tess, 29, said Ruto has "no respect for the law, and without respect for the law, everything crumbles."
"They are just stealing from us," she said.

A woman is surrounded by Kenyan police in anti-riot gear in downtown Nairobi on Wednesday. (Kabir Dhanji/AFP/Getty Images)



Smoke fills the air as police gather at a demonstration in Nairobi on Wednesday. (Thomas Mukoya/Reuters)


As afternoon approached, the crowd in Nairobi's central business district swelled. Protesters carried placards and posters: "Scared of Youth? You have not seen anything yet," one read.
"Real patriots ask questions," another said.
Samuel, 24, said he was friends with Rex Masai, one of the first protesters shot during last year's demonstrations. Samuel was back on the streets, he said, because "no one is safe."
More than 60 protesters have been killed by security forces over the past year, according to rights groups, and over 1,000 have been injured. Dozens have been abducted by plainclothes agents, and at least 26 are still missing, according to the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights.
As protesters marched Wednesday, they sang the national anthem and held up one finger, chanting "one term," a now-common slogan among Ruto's critics, who are demanding that he not seek reelection in 2027.
"I voted for Ruto the first time," said Shadrack Kioko, 21, "but I am so disappointed, because he is killing our generation."
Wednesday's protests, like most previous ones, drew a heavy-handed police response. In one instance, officers fired tear gas directly into a medical camp treating protesters. As the police vehicle approached, a line of volunteers held up their hands in a cordon; one waved his fluorescent vest over his head, yelling "Medics!" just before the acrid smoke was unleashed. One woman was hit in the mouth with a canister. Bleeding patients and medics stumbled away, retching.

Demonstrators march during a protest in the central business district of Nairobi on Wednesday. (Daniel Irungu/EPA/Shutterstock)



Kenyan anti-riot police take cover in downtown Nairobi on Wednesday. (Simon Maina/AFP/Getty Images)


Wala Amakove, a doctor who was coordinating the medics, said that by 6 p.m. they had treated 500 wounded people. Of those, she said, 83 needed hospital referrals for wounds from rubber bullets and live fire, direct hits by tear gas canisters and beatings. 
"And we treated three officers," she said. "Make sure you put that in, because they are the ones who attacked us."
Some police whipped and beat protesters as they sat on the ground, witnesses said. One woman bleeding heavily from the forehead said she was clubbed twice on the head and her friend was also hit when she lifted an arm to defend her.
Kenyan police did not respond to a request for comment.
Kenyan authorities ordered television and radio stations to stop their live coverage of the protests, and the messaging app Telegram had been restricted, according to the monitoring group NetBlocks.
There were protests across the country as well, including in the coastal city of Mombasa and the lakeside town of Naivasha.

A man with a Kenyan flag bandanna participates in an interdenominational prayer service for peace at All Saints' Cathedral in Nairobi on Sunday. (Daniel Irungu/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Some chose to stay home Wednesday.
Jedidah Ombura, 46, watched the protests on television from her home in Homa Bay, a town in western Kenya. Her 23-year-old son, Denzel Onyango, an engineering student, was among the crowd that stormed the Parliament building on June 25 last year. Two weeks later, his body was found floating in an abandoned quarry.
"I am pacing, moving in the house. It's too emotional for me. Today is just too emotional," she said tearfully over the phone. "No one has ever called us to tell us the killers."
A postmortem report found bruises and blood clots at the back of Onyango's head. The pathologist told the family he had been hit with a blunt object.
"All we want is justice," Ombura said.
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U.S. initial damage report: Iran nuclear program set back by months, not obliterated
Core components of Iran's nuclear effort were damaged but not destroyed by U.S. airstrikes on three key facilities, say people familiar with a Defense Intelligence Agency initial assessment.
By Warren Strobel, John Hudson, Dan Lamothe, Karen DeYoung, Theodoric Meyer | 2025-06-25

(The Washington Post)


An initial U.S. intelligence report assesses that airstrikes ordered by President Donald Trump against Iran's nuclear facilities set Tehran's program back by months but did not eliminate it, contradicting claims by Trump and his top aides about the mission's success, according to three people familiar with the report.
The classified report by the Defense Intelligence Agency is based on the Pentagon's early bomb damage assessment of the strikes on nuclear sites at Fordow, Natanz and Isfahan using earth-penetrating munitions carried by B-2 bombers and submarine-launched Tomahawk missiles.
It assesses that the strikes did not destroy the core components of Iran's nuclear program and probably set it back by several months, not years, one of the people said.
U.S. intelligence reports also indicate that Iran moved multiple batches of its highly enriched uranium out of the nuclear sites before the strikes occurred and that the uranium stockpiles were unaffected, said the person, who like others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive intelligence matters.
A second person familiar with the initial DIA report -- labeled "low confidence" in nature -- said it concludes that some of Iran's centrifuges, used to enrich uranium that could be used in a nuclear weapon, remain intact.
Trump has proclaimed repeatedly that the U.S. bombing of Iranian nuclear enrichment facilities was an unmitigated success. "The sites that we hit in Iran were totally destroyed, and everyone knows it," he wrote in a social media post Monday.

In an address to the nation, President Donald Trump, speaking from the White House on June 21, said U.S. warplanes had struck three Iranian nuclear facilities.


News of the classified intelligence report came on a day that a ceasefire between Israel and Iran, negotiated by Trump and the leaders of Qatar, was fragile but holding. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian both acknowledged the ceasefire and claimed victory in the 12-day war.
Before the ceasefire, Iran had fired missiles at a huge U.S. air base in Qatar in what it said was retaliation for American strikes on its nuclear sites. No casualties were reported.
The Defense Intelligence Agency assessment was first reported by CNN earlier Tuesday.
White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt pushed back on the report's conclusions, while not denying its existence. "This alleged 'assessment' is flat-out wrong and was classified as 'top secret' but was still leaked to CNN by an anonymous, low-level loser in the intelligence community," Leavitt wrote on X.
"The leaking of this alleged assessment is a clear attempt to demean President Trump, and discredit the brave fighter pilots who conducted a perfectly executed mission to obliterate Iran's nuclear program," she wrote. "Everyone knows what happens when you drop fourteen 30,000 pound bombs perfectly on their targets: total obliteration."
A senior U.S. official said the DIA report was "preliminary" and based on information available as of 9 p.m. Sunday, a day after the strike. Reading from a copy of the report, the official noted that it was not coordinated with the rest of the U.S. intelligence community and that a full battle damage assessment requires "days-to-weeks to accumulate the necessary data to assess effects on the target system."
Nonproliferation experts and weapons analysts have long said it would be almost impossible to eliminate Iran's decades-old nuclear infrastructure by bombing alone. Israel also targeted numerous parts of Iran's nuclear program, including facilities at Natanz and Isfahan, in the strikes it began June 13.
The Trump administration scheduled and then postponed Iran briefings for House members on Tuesday.
Rep. Mike Quigley (D-Illinois), a member of the House Intelligence Committee, told The Washington Post there is widespread belief in Congress that the embarrassing content of the assessment is the reason the Trump administration decided to delay the classified briefing. "They don't delay briefings that have good news," Quigley said.
Quigley declined to discuss the contents of a classified briefing he received earlier this week. But he said that for years he has been told by U.S. intelligence officials that any aerial attack on Iran's nuclear facilities would not have a lasting impact.
"I've been briefed on the likelihoods of how this would play out for years, and I was always told you have to finish the job with troops on the ground," he said. "Nothing has changed my mind on that."
The report by the DIA, an arm of the Pentagon, is almost certainly just one of numerous ongoing U.S. intelligence assessments of damage from the American airstrikes. A senior administration official cautioned that battle damage assessments are still incomplete and that other reports may draw different conclusions.
The strikes caused immense damage and there is no way Iran will be able to reconstitute its nuclear program anytime soon, the official said. The Fordow site, in particular, suffered a devastating blow and will not be usable for some time, the official said. Fordow is Iran's most deeply buried site containing halls of fast-spinning centrifuges that enrich uranium.
The International Atomic Energy Agency said last month that Iran had more than 900 pounds of uranium enriched to 60 percent purity, nearly weapons grade. The fate of that stockpile is an urgent concern for the IAEA and Western governments in the aftermath of the U.S. and Israeli airstrikes.
Another Pentagon intelligence assessment, produced before Trump ordered the strikes, scrutinized the possibility that uranium already may have been removed from the Fordow site last week, the senior administration official said. That report was speculative in nature but left open the possibility that such a move had occurred. Previously published commercial satellite imagery, which showed trucks lined up at Fordow before the bombing, raised the same question.
Senior Trump administration officials have offered varying assessments on the impact of the U.S. air and missile strikes, from celebratory to cautionary.
Vice President JD Vance, in a Sunday interview on "Meet the Press," said Iran's nuclear program had been "destroyed." But, questioned further, he said he was "not going to get into sensitive intelligence about what we've seen on the ground there in Iran. But we've seen a lot, and I feel very confident that we've substantially delayed their development of a nuclear weapon."

Vice President JD Vance, on NBC's "Meet The Press" on June 22, urged Iran not to retaliate, saying it would be "the stupidest thing."


Speaking on Fox News on Monday, Vance returned to a harder line. "Now Iran is incapable of building a nuclear weapon with the equipment they have because we destroyed it," he said. Even if Iran has uranium, it can no longer enrich it, he said, while raising the prospect of further U.S. military action. "We can destroy whatever nuclear capacity you build up."
Israel has said it killed up to a dozen senior nuclear scientists during its airstrikes, but Iran has spent decades researching and producing nuclear materials and has a deep bench of experts. The International Atomic Energy Agency has estimated that components of Tehran's nuclear program are spread across 30 sites, some acknowledged and subject to IAEA inspection and some not.
The day before Israel's attacks started, Iran said it was building another underground centrifuge and storage facility near Natanz, buried even deeper than the Fordow site. An IAEA inspection scheduled for the next day was canceled. That site is not known to have been struck by either Israel or the United States.
The U.S. airstrikes, dubbed Operation Midnight Hammer, marked the first combat deployment of the 30,000-pound Massive Ordnance Penetrator, which is designed to burrow into and destroy hardened underground targets.
While the attack may have been a tactical success in delaying Iran's nuclear development and will have provided the Pentagon with valuable lessons and data, it cuts both ways, revealing to Tehran and other adversaries what U.S. "bunker-buster" bombs can achieve and, crucially, where they may come up short. Iranian analysts and officials can study the blast effects and bomb remnants to determine how to better fortify future installations.
Trump, before and after he ordered the airstrikes, called on Iran to negotiate a deal that would eliminate the country's ability to enrich uranium. Iran, a signatory to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, has refused to give up its right to enrichment, which it claims is solely for peaceful purposes.
Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Arizona), a member of the Senate Intelligence Committee, said he spent 30 minutes reviewing the DIA report Tuesday afternoon in a sensitive compartmented information facility. He declined to discuss it in detail but said it did not support Trump's claim that Iran's nuclear facilities had been obliterated.
Still, he said, it is tough to know exactly how much damage those facilities sustained.
"It's one thing if it's a building above ground and you can tell if you knocked the building down and you have a better chance of getting good imagery on it," Kelly told reporters. "Underground it's really hard."
Kelly said he found the report credible but cautioned that conclusions might still be adjusted.
"Assessments change," Kelly said. "They go a little bit this way, they go a little bit that way. Things happen. They get more information. They get more signals intelligence. They get more [human intelligence] or more images of things, and they adjust it. That's what you would expect them to do. And I think you'll see the same thing here."
Alex Horton contributed to this report.
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Millions of children at risk from stalling global vaccinations, study says
The study noted persisting outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases, including the U.S. measles outbreaks this year reaching over 1,000 cases.
By Victoria Bisset | 2025-06-25

A health worker administers a dose of the measles vaccine to a child during a measles vaccination drive in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, on June 15. (Carlos Sanchez/Reuters)


Millions of children around the world may be at risk because of stalling vaccination efforts in recent years, according to an analysis of a half-century of global vaccination efforts.
The study, published Tuesday in the Lancet medical journal, said that the World Health Organization's global vaccination program "has achieved remarkable success" since it was created in 1974, reaching more than 4 billion children and saving 154 million lives.
But progress has stalled in recent decades, the authors said, with inequalities in access and the impact of the coronavirus pandemic, as well as an upsurge in vaccine hesitancy and misinformation, continuing to hinder progress.
The study said that while global coverage for key vaccines, including those against measles, polio and tuberculosis, almost doubled between 1980 and 2023, progress slowed in many countries and territories between 2010 and 2019, and has even reversed in some cases in recent years.
The trend was also seen in wealthier parts of the world, with declines in at least one key vaccine in 21 of 36 high-income countries and territories.
The coronavirus pandemic "exacerbated these challenges, with global rates for these vaccines declining sharply since 2020, and still not returning to pre-COVID-19 pandemic levels as of 2023," the study said, causing tens millions of children to miss doses of routine vaccines and "increasing their risk for preventable disease and death."
"Despite the monumental efforts of the past 50 years, progress has been far from universal. Large numbers of children remain under- and un-vaccinated," senior study author Jonathan Mosser of the University of Washington's Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation said in a news release.
"Routine childhood vaccinations are among the most powerful and cost-effective public health interventions available, but persistent global inequalities, challenges from the COVID pandemic, and the growth of vaccine misinformation and hesitancy have all contributed to faltering immunisation progress," he added.
In many countries, these trends have led to outbreaks of diseases that can be prevented by vaccination, such as measles, polio and diphtheria, the study said.
Kate O'Brien, WHO director for immunization, vaccines and biologicals, said in an emailed statement that "despite incredible progress" brought about by vaccines, "we are now confronting a painful reality: Progress has stalled and in some countries is being lost. Immunization rates have plateaued, and year after year, we are reaching the same proportion of children without extending their reach to those left behind."
"Unless we intensify efforts to reach more children through equitable routine immunization programmes, increase domestic investment, and strengthen vaccine confidence and demand, we risk undoing years of hard-won progress -- leading to a future where more children suffer from preventable illnesses and premature death," she added.
An increase in vaccine hesitancy, as well as misinformation -- which the WHO signaled as a leading threat to global public health even before the pandemic -- have impacted immunization, the study noted. Conflict is another factor. The outbreak of civil war in Sudan in 2023 led to one key coverage measurement -- the number of children receiving the first dose of the DTP vaccine against diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis -- falling from almost 90 percent to about half of that, according to the study.
Planned budget cuts to vaccines "are likely to disproportionately affect low-income and middle income countries," the study said, but richer countries are also likely to be affected by higher costs caused by increasing outbreaks.
The study's findings echo a warning this spring from the head of the World Health Organization, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, who noted outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases were increasing around the world, "putting lives at risk and exposing countries to increased costs in treating diseases and responding to outbreaks." He urged countries with limited resources to "invest in the highest-impact interventions -- and that includes vaccines."
The study, which was funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, was published in the Lancet medical journal. Last month, Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. said he may stop government scientists from publishing in the Lancet and several other top peer-reviewed journals, accusing them -- without evidence -- of being "corrupt."
Shortly after returning to office in January, President Donald Trump announced the United States' withdrawal from the WHO. Two months later, a USAID document showed that the administration planned funding cuts for Gavi, which provides lifesaving vaccinations for millions of people in the world's poorest countries.
Domestically, following the deaths of two children in Texas from measles -- with a total of 23 outbreaks recorded across the U.S. with more than 1,000 confirmed cases -- Kennedy has given mixed messages on measles immunization and caused controversy by announcing placebo testing for new vaccines.
David L. Heymann, professor of infectious-disease epidemiology at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and who was not involved in the research, said in a telephone interview Wednesday that public trust is a key part of vaccination success.
He urged governments to "take a great interest in this and to make sure that they're getting the right messages to their people," and emphasized the importance of evidence-based recommendations from trusted organizations like the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Sir Andrew Pollard, director of the Oxford Vaccine Group and a professor at the University of Oxford, who also was not involved in the research, in a statement called the findings a "worrying trend" that is "set to deteriorate" amid global health funding cuts.
In a separate email Wednesday, he accused the Trump administration of "undermining" parents' confidence in vaccines, risking further drops in coverage.
"This combined with a catastrophic reduction of global health funding, rejection of scientific evidence on vaccines and challenges to credible scientific leadership on immunisation policy means that the once trusted voice of America on vaccines is diminished," he said.
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'Naughty' bears escape, steal a week's worth of honey and take long nap
European brown bears Mish and Lucy, both 5, escaped their enclosure at the Wildwood Devon conservation park in Britain and promptly helped themselves to lots of snacks.
By Vivian Ho | 2025-06-25

Video shows two young bears that escaped from their enclosure at Wildwood Devon conservation park in England stealing a week's worth of honey on June 23.


In the fairy tale, Goldilocks enters the home of the three bears to eat their porridge and sleep in their beds. But at the Wildwood Devon conservation park in Britain, it's the bears who are doing the breaking and entering -- and sleeping.
Two young bears named Lucy and Mish escaped from their enclosure earlier this week and headed straight for their food store, where they gobbled up a week's worth of honey before falling asleep, the park said in a statement on social media.
Upon learning about the two escapees, staff members quickly escorted the 16 visitors on-site to a secure building, following the park's "code red" protocol, said Mark Habben, the director of zoological operations at Wildwood Trust, the conservation charity that runs the park in southwest England. The police arrived, as did the emergency team armed with firearms, prepared for the worst, he said.
But the 5-year-old bears, much like most human 5-year-olds, appeared to want snacks more than anything else. The bears never made it beyond the staff-only food storage area, where the park staff monitored them both on the ground and via CCTV until they voluntarily returned to their enclosure.

This photo from Wildwood Devon conservation park shows Mish and Lucy in their enclosure. (AFP/Getty Images) 


The food delivery had just arrived an hour before, Habben said in an interview, and the bears bypassed the vegetables to head straight for the sweet treats. "Just like kids," he laughed.
The brother and sister plowed their way through the apples, bananas and peanut butter before discovering the honey. They ripped the lid off the plastic container and took turns dipping their paws into the golden goo, "making a right old mess," Habben added.
With all the park's carnivores, the keepers do what is called recall work with them to condition them to return to their enclosures, Habben said. Hence, Mish and Lucy understand to return at the sound of a bell that is followed by the sound of their enclosure door sliding open, Habben explained.

The 5-year-old sibling bears went straight for the sweet stuff upon their escape earlier this week. (Wildwood Trust) 


Mish immediately ran back into the enclosure at the sound of the door sliding open, Habben said, with Lucy following soon after at the sound of the bell. They then proceeded to romp around their enclosure in the throes of a sugar rush before promptly falling asleep in what appeared to be a sugar crash coma. "They're naughty bears," Habben said. "They're very naughty bears."
This sort of "incredibly inquisitive, playful and adventurous" behavior is fairly typical for Mish and Lucy, who are still considered young bears, Paul Whitfield, the director general of Wildwood Trust, said in an interview. "Them doing exactly what they're not supposed to is sort of what we expect from them."
Mish and Lucy are European brown bears, which are classified by the International Union for Conservation of Nature as a species of least concern, although the group notes that "there are many small, isolated populations that are threatened." In Albania, where Mish and Lucy were rescued, European brown bears are classified as vulnerable.
They were so young when they were found abandoned in a snow drift in the Albanian mountains that their rescuers had to bottle-feed them, according to Whitfield. Their rescuers tried to release them back into the wild after they were weaned "but all they did was look for the people who were trying to release them," Whitfield said.

European brown bear siblings Mish and Lucy were rescued from a snow drift in the Albanian mountains when they were just cubs. (Wildwood Trust) 


They arrived in Wildwood Devon in 2021, where they now live in a 1.5-acre natural enclosure where they can play and climb trees and be fed fresh salmon in the autumn in addition to the nuts and berries they receive year-round, Whitfield said, describing them as "incredibly pampered and spoiled bears."
Mish and Lucy will soon be living with two more cheeky young bears. Malenky and Nanuq are 2-year-old siblings who were born in a sanctuary in Belgium to a mother bear who had been rescued from the conflict in Ukraine. They are currently living in a separate part of the enclosure, Habben said, and the keepers had been distracted watching them play with a tractor tire when Mish and Lucy made their great escape through a part in the enclosure that hadn't been properly closed.
It's unclear at the moment which sibling pair will be the worse influence on the other, given that Malenky and Nanuq's main hobby at the moment appears to be digging up their pond and locating pipes in the concrete. "They are also very naughty," Whitfield said. "It looks like we'll have our hands full in the future."
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Rick Perry's AI plan: A colossal nuclear campus in Trump's image
Rick Perry's sprawling proposal for four nuclear reactors and 18 million square feet of datacenter buildings near Amarillo aims to "Make America Nuclear Again."
By Evan Halper, Hannah Natanson | 2025-06-26

Former Texas governor Rick Perry (R) arrives at the Hispanic Inaugural Ball in D.C. on Jan. 18. (Nick Oxford/For The Washington Post) 


A company led by former energy secretary and Texas governor Rick Perry has submitted a federal application to build a nuclear power complex on what sponsors say would be the world's largest data-center campus -- a project with a distinctly political veneer.
Republican Perry is co-founder of Fermi America, a Texas company that has said it will soon announce details of its grand vision for a property next to the Pantex nuclear weapons plant near Amarillo. Its confidential application for construction of four one-gigawatt reactors, obtained by The Washington Post, says the expansive facility will be called the Donald. J. Trump Advanced Energy and Intelligence Campus.
There are few proposals in the United States for new, full-size nuclear power plants, which are associated with cost overruns and long engineering delays. Many tech and energy companies are focusing their efforts on developing smaller, modular reactors that in theory can be built faster and more cheaply.
Fermi Executive Chairman Toby Neugebauer, a Texas private equity investor, said he's confident the firm can build the nuclear complex by 2032, an extremely ambitious timeline. He argues that its remote Texas Panhandle location will speed permitting and construction.
"If you can't do it here, you can't do it anywhere," he said in an interview Thursday.
The complex will also include large natural gas plants, with pipelines in the area supplying so much of the fuel that company officials say they can eventually supply AI companies with 11 gigawatts of energy -- an amount equivalent to that used by all of Manhattan -- on gas alone, if the nuclear plans falter.
Crucial details of Fermi's plans remain unclear, including the specific financial backing Perry and his partners have secured, making its viability difficult to judge at this early stage. Fermi is partnering with the Texas Tech University system on the project, and the company's founders include Perry's son, Griffin, an investor who also sits on the board of the Cotton Bowl Athletic Association, sponsor of the annual college football game. The company says its roster of executives will include experts who have helped finance and build large power projects around the world, including nuclear plants.
Fermi America social media postings frame the unusual project as an homage to Trump, who named Perry energy secretary during his first term and who is taking steps to weaken the independence of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and give the White House more sway over nuclear energy approvals.
"It's time we lead the charge to Make America Nuclear Again," says a post on Fermi's LinkedIn page, complemented with video of Trump turning his head stoically toward the camera. The White House did not respond to questions about the plan.
Fermi said it has not decided on a final name for the site, notwithstanding its use of the Trump moniker in its regulatory filings. The company says that it hopes to start construction on the nuclear plant next year and that it will have a large amount of gas power available for data centers on its campus by 2026.
The effort is among a variety of gargantuan data-center projects that are on the drawing board or being built in the U.S.
Fermi on its website features a quote from Perry promising a Texas-scale operation: "At Fermi America, we're really not interested in building the second largest energy driven data center in the world, we're gonna build the largest."
Officials at the NRC confirmed the authenticity of Fermi's licensing application, which they said will be posted publicly in the near future.
Fermi's June 17 cover letter to the NRC says the company is seeking an expedited approval process, filing the application in phases "rather than to wait for all the information that may be ultimately required to come in."
The application says each of the Westinghouse AP1000 nuclear reactors also will be named individually after the current White House occupant. Most experts say building a nuclear plant of the size Fermi is proposing could take roughly a decade.
The last AP1000 units to come online in the U.S., at the Vogtle plant in Georgia in 2023, were $17 billion over budget and seven years behind schedule. Efforts to build a pair of them at a site in South Carolina went so far over budget that regional utilities pulled the plug on the project in 2017 after spending $9 billion. The utilities are now trying to revive it, hoping a large tech firm or some other major industrial user will help bankroll completion.
Neugebauer says other countries, particularly China, are building the same AP1000 reactors on time and on budget. He argues that regulatory changes Trump has ordered change the playing field. "We want to build these reactors for America," he said. "I am upset we as a country let it get to this place."

Cooling towers at the nuclear reactor facility at the Alvin W. Vogtle Electric Generating Plant in Waynesboro, Georgia. (Mike Stewart/AP) 


The Fermi plans are taking shape as artificial-intelligence energy needs are soaring, with tech companies building ever-larger campuses to power the data centers that are the backbone of the industry. Also targeting Texas is the Stargate project, a collaboration led by OpenAI and SoftBank that is planning a five-gigawatt campus fueled by gas, renewable energy and possibly nuclear power in Abilene, Texas.
Meanwhile, a shortage of available energy is moving large tech firms like Microsoft, Amazon and Meta to lock down as much power as they can from existing nuclear plants.
Microsoft has struck a deal with the owner of the shuttered Three Mile Island nuclear plant in Pennsylvania to reopen it as soon as 2027, with Microsoft purchasing all the energy it produces. Amazon will consume all the power from a different plant in Pennsylvania. And Meta just inked a deal to consume all the power from a nuclear plant in Illinois.
The deals come as the data centers are growing larger, sprawling over thousands of acres. Fermi says in its application with the NRC that the Trump Energy Campus would include "up to 18 million square feet of hyperscale computing space."
The application lands at a time of turmoil at the NRC. Trump has signed several executive orders that would give the White House greater oversight of decision-making at the agency, which was set up to be independent of political influence but which the Trump team says is overly cautious and slow to approve projects.
The administration, according to two NRC employees not authorized to speak publicly, sent representatives from the U.S. DOGE Service to the agency this month. Soon after, the White House abruptly fired NRC Commissioner Christopher Hanson, giving no reason. The firing rattled not only nuclear safety advocates but many in the industry who say NRC independence is crucial to a revival of nuclear energy in the U.S.
Also dismissed, according to the employees, was the executive director of operations -- the highest-ranking career position at the agency -- along with his deputies.
Asked about DOGE's arrival at the NRC, a commission spokesman wrote in an email: "The agency continues to work with the Administration on improving efficiency."
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Nestle and Conagra join companies dropping synthetic food dyes amid pressure
Nestle and Conagra said they would stop using FD&C colors in products, as Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has urged the industry to stop using synthetic food dyes.
By Victoria Bisset | 2025-06-26

Nestle, with headquarters in Vevey, Switzerland, is the parent company of Nestle USA. (Fabrice Coffrini/AFP/Getty Images)


Nestle USA and Conagra Brands  are the latest food giants to  say they'll end the use of certain synthetic colors in  food and drink products within the next year. This comes amid a growing backlash against the use of artificial dyes in the United States and pressure from Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
In a statement Wednesday, Nestle said it intends to "fully eliminate FD&C colors in its U.S. food and beverage portfolio by mid-2026."  The company said that it had been "actively removing synthetic colors from its products" over the past decade. "FD&C colors" are food, drug and cosmetic dyes," and refer to certain certified synthetic color additives regulated by the Food and Drug Administration, such as Blue No. 1, Green No. 3 and Red No. 3.
Nestle said that over 90 percent of its current products do not include synthetic dyes, and it was "part of the company's ongoing commitment to provide consumers with a range of high-quality, nutritious foods and beverages that reflect the diversity and choices that they want."
Also Wednesday, Conagra Brands, the company behind brands including Birds Eye,  announced  that it would stop using FD&C dyes in its frozen foods by the end of this year and that it was working to  eliminate their use in all of its products by the end of 2027.
The decision by the two companies follows similar moves last week by Kraft Heinz and General Mills. Those moves were described as "long overdue" by Brian Ronholm, director of food policy at Consumer Reports, an organization that promotes product safety.
There has been a growing political focus on the issue of artificial dyes, particularly from Kennedy, and who has described the dyes as "poison."
Kennedy, who previously founded an anti-vaccine group, has remained a controversial figure. However some of Kennedy's food agenda has found support on both sides of the political spectrum, with nutrition experts and Democrats saying they agree on the need to change how Americans eat, The Post has reported.
On Wednesday, the health secretary praised the decision by Nestle USA and Conagra Brands and urged other companies "to step up and help us Make America Healthy Again" -- as part of his agenda that aims to address chronic disease and childhood illness.
Earlier this year, the Trump administration announced plans to phase out petroleum-based food dyes. However, the move caused confusion among food officials, who said there had not been an industry-wide commitment to excise the dyes by next year, The Post reported.
Under the Biden administration in January, the FDA announced a ban on the use of the controversial red dye No. 3 in food by mid-January 2027.  This came decades after its use was banned in cosmetics because of research linking its use to cancer in animals, although regulators maintained there was no evidence that ingesting the coloring causes cancer in humans.
Some studies have found an association between food dyes used in the United States and hyperactivity and behavioral effects in children,  The Post has reported.  But some researchers question how conclusive the evidence is, arguing that it is difficult to isolate the effect of a single ingredient or additive due to the variety of foods people eat on a daily basis.
Several states have taken  action on additives. In 2023, before the FDA ban, California  passed a law prohibiting food containing red dye No. 3 from being sold in the state after Jan. 1, 2027.
On Sunday, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) signed a first-of-its-kind legislation requiring the labeling of foods containing 44 dyes or additives commonly found in the country's food supply. And in March, West Virginia banned foods containing any of seven dyes from being served in school nutrition programs starting in August, and from being sold in the state by Jan. 1, 2028.
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Facing entry-level job crunch, new grads question the value of a degree
A perfect storm has shrunk the early-career job market, with new grads facing a hiring pullback amid AI disruption and political and economic uncertainty.



By Taylor Telford | 2025-06-26

Graduates arrive at the University of Maryland commencement ceremony in College Park on May 22. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


Ever since she graduated a year ago with a degree in computer science, Maggie Chen, 23, has been searching for her first real job. The process has been grueling and impersonal, she said, involving a lot of ghosting and rejection, which at times has made her "a bit depressed and demotivated."
Mostly, "looking on LinkedIn just makes me feel sad," said Chen, who switched to computer science from biochemistry halfway through her undergraduate studies at the University of California at Davis after she got into computers early in the pandemic. Tech appealed to her because it seemed stable and full of opportunity -- and because she wanted to be done with school after completing her bachelor's degree.
For Chen, a first-generation college student, the "guilt of being dependent" on her parents after graduation has been "very awful," despite how supportive they are. They encouraged her to follow in the footsteps of friends who are pursuing more advanced degrees to better their chances on the job market, but she is wary about spending more time and money on school.
"Everybody tells you, 'Just get a college degree and you'll get a job' and it'll make things easier," Chen said. Now, "a master's is the new bachelor's, I guess."
Chen is among the growing numbers of graduates facing a bumpy transition to professional life as they contend with one of the toughest job markets in years for people in their 20s. The unemployment rate for college graduates ages 22 to 27 jumped to 5.3 percent in the past six months ending in May, up from 4.4 percent for the same period a year earlier, according to a Washington Post analysis of Bureau of Labor Statistics data. College graduates in that age group usually have a lower unemployment rate than workers without degrees, but their advantage now is as small as it has been at any point since at least 1994.
As summer heats up, grads are peppering social media with frustrated posts about the job search. In interviews, young workers said they are disillusioned with unresponsive recruiters and employers, ghost postings and AI slop on jobsites. Rejection after rejection has left many grads still struggling to find their feet more than a year after graduation, forcing some to question the value of their degrees and pivot, while others take gambles in hopes of working in their chosen fields.
For now, Chen has an internship with a start-up in New York that she hopes will lead somewhere. But she knows she's at a disadvantage vying for full-time roles in the current market.
"Everybody being laid off is applying to the same positions as me," Chen said. "They obviously have more experience, so I'm at a loss, I guess."
Growth among entry-level jobs across tech, finance and consulting -- the top industries attracting graduates -- has slowed significantly in the past few years, according to data from Revelio Labs, a workforce analytics company: Since the early days of the pandemic, employers have been adding fewer entry-level positions compared with more-experienced roles. Entry-level openings in these fields are down 33 percent compared with 2015, Revelio's data shows. In contrast, non-entry-level openings rose 67 percent in the same period.
Lisa Simon, chief economist at Revelio Labs, said that "classic graduate programs in big companies just seem to be recruiting less" as higher interest rates and inflationary pressures weigh on budgets. In this market, "we are seeing an increasing value put on experience and expertise in a lot of areas," she added.
Fluctuating trade policies and political uncertainty also are contributing to a "really, really cautious hiring environment" for employers, Simon said. Meanwhile, early-career roles are "seeing the biggest declines from AI exposure," in part because they often involve the kinds of "executable tasks that AI tends to be fairly good at."
"There's a lot going on, and, unfortunately, it impacts entry-level jobs the most," Simon said.
Manav Raj, an assistant professor of management at the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, said he has noticed "a little more consternation about the job search" from his students. Among those working on their MBAs, there's a sense of diminished job opportunities, Raj said.
Compared with what he encountered after graduating in 2015, the entry-level market today is "very, very different," he added.
The reasons are myriad, Raj continued, pointing to hiring pullbacks in tech and other industries, as well as inflation and tariff uncertainty weighing on corporate budgets. And the embrace of AI is "changing the way companies are making these investments" in their workforces, he said.
"Things have changed really quickly," Raj said. "They may have entered these programs or career paths in an environment where things looked more vibrant. Now there's this sense of uncertainty."
Katie Donivan's first job was scooping ice cream. She never expected that more than a year after graduating summa cum laude with a journalism degree from San Diego State University, she'd be back where she started.
Donivan, a California native who hoped to be an arts and fashion writer, knew she'd be "fighting tooth and nail" in a media landscape scarred by layoffs and shuttered publications. But these days, it feels to her as if the main barrier is that "it's so hard to convince somebody you can write better than AI." AI-assisted writing tools are everywhere, she noted, and she worries that adoption of these tools in newsrooms could be diminishing entry-level roles.
Employment of news analysts, reporters and other journalists is projected to decline by 3 percent from 2023 to 2033, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Donivan has pivoted to applying to marketing and PR roles, but finding even a part-time job has been a challenge. Reluctantly, she has started using AI tools to assist with her job applications to better her chances.
"If I don't hop on the bandwagon with everybody else, I will get left behind," Donivan said.
Jaxon Gryder, who graduated in December from Grand Valley State University with a marketing degree, considered college "the best time" of his life. But after more than 100 unsuccessful job applications on LinkedIn alone, the 23-year-old sometimes wonders whether college prepared him well enough for the professional world.
Gryder, who worked his way through undergrad, said he learned more from his side hustles working social media campaigns than he did from classes, which he felt were mostly "about hearing about other people's experience." He found it hard to translate the examples he encountered in class to the real world.
"They'd give us a study, and the date was 2012, 2006, 1995," Gryder said. "And I'd be, like, 'How is this relevant today?'"
In job interviews, Gryder is beyond tired of hearing: "We love you, but you don't have the experience." He is optimistic his upcoming internship -- his first -- with a digital marketing company will help him land a full-time job or open up other opportunities. But for now, he is waiting tables at the same Italian sports bar in the Grand Rapids area where he worked to pay his way through school. His pay waxes and wanes with the crowds, and it has been stressful to operate without a financial safety net.
"I have that impostor syndrome" Gryder said. "If I get a job, am I going to be qualified enough? Am I going to know what to do?"
For Daniela Macom, getting a foot in the door professionally meant taking "a leap of faith." In June, about a year after she graduated from college with a marketing and communications degree, the 23-year-old drove from her home state of Texas to Southern California to start an unpaid internship with a public-relations company specializing in fashion and celebrity.
The gamble felt necessary to Macom after the year she spent applying unsuccessfully to scores of PR and marketing roles, along with internships paid and unpaid. To pay the bills, she worked at an insurance agency, which made her miserable.
"The field I want to go into is kind of saturated right now, at least that's what it seems like," Macom said.
It was an uphill battle to convince her family that it was in the best interest of her career to quit a stable 9-to-5 job and uproot for an unpaid internship, Macom said. She often wonders whether she's doing the right thing but said she didn't see another way to get her career off the ground.
"It might be a huge waste of time, and, on top of that, I don't have a job, but at least I'm doing something," Macom said. "These companies want experience. Well, I'm gaining experience."
Andrew Van Dam contributed to this report. 
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The trade war hit. These U.S. ports felt the crush of Trump's tariffs.
When President Donald Trump's historically high tariffs on China hit, they disrupted the supply chain and the flow of shipments to U.S. West Coast ports.
By Luis Melgar, Rachel Lerman, Federica  Cocco, Dylan Moriarty | 2025-06-26
President Donald Trump made his mark on the economy during the first months of his second term by imposing historically high tariff rates -- throwing the supply chain into a state of unpredictability.
In early April, ships floated into West Coast ports stacked  with goods from China. By May, the number of ships had significantly dipped, and they arrived with far fewer containers.
Fluctuating trade policies are causing disruptions and uncertainty for ports and businesses. The number of container ships, which carry everything from Christmas trees to T-shirts across the ocean, climbed during many weeks early this year as retailers stockpiled goods before expected tariffs. But Trump imposed 145 percent tariffs on Chinese goods in early April, leading to a 25 percent slowdown of container ships from China arriving at major West Coast ports in the weeks following compared with the a year before, according to a Washington Post analysis of data from the Marine Exchange of Alaska and Maritime Information Services of North America. (U.S. officials have since lowered those rates, at least temporarily, after talks with Chinese counterparts.)
See how the changing tariff policies have shifted shipping patterns to five West Coast ports, which are responsible for about half of U.S. imports from China.
Shifting tariff policies have challenged importers and retailers, while straining the global supply chain.
"What you're looking for is predictability and stability and reliability," said Judah Levine, head of research at freight-booking platform Freightos. "And every time there's a start and stop, there's a cost."
Twenty-five fewer container vessels reached the West Coast ports in the five weeks between late April and late May, meaning roughly 325,000 fewer containers on average reached U.S. shores.
When a drop like this happens, it ripples across the supply chain. Longshoremen don't have as many containers to unload, truck drivers don't have as much cargo to carry, importers have to reach into their storage for goods -- and ultimately, shoppers might see  shortages of some products.
"The whole system has less things to move, so there's less work to go around," said Capt. Kip Louttit, executive director of the Marine Exchange of Southern California.
At the Port of Los Angeles, which calls itself the busiest container port in the western hemisphere, 17 vessels canceled their arrival in May. That would have accounted for about 225,000 container units that the port was expecting and never received, said the port's executive director, Gene Seroka. At the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, international imports in the last week of May dropped more than 40 percent compared with the weekly average last year.
The May slowdown of container ships into U.S. ports  was a visible drop.
Now, there are many signs that shipments are picking up again, after Trump paused the highest tariffs on Chinese goods last month.
"It's like being yanked around by a chain," Toshiko Grace Hasegawa, Northwest Seaport Alliance co-chair and Port of Seattle commissioner, said of the effects of the constant policy changes.
Early in the year, under the threat of upcoming tariffs, importers hurried to beat the clock, rushing shipments through customs. That flurry of activity temporarily buoyed trade flows and helped retailers ward off shortages and higher prices.
Still, nationwide, Census Bureau data shows a 20 percent year-over-year drop in Chinese imports in April. The United States relies heavily on trade with China; its second largest trading partner. The impacts of the trade war have been swift: Imports from China fell to $25.4 billion in April, the lowest level since March 2020, when the pandemic took hold of the U.S. economy.
This data, which tracks the value and volume of imports by type of good, shows shipments to five major West Coast ports fell a more modest 14 percent, cushioned by a surge in early April.
When Trump announced a 145 percent levy on Chinese goods, it effectively ground trade to a halt because importers couldn't afford to bring goods in at such a high markup. Many companies didn't think consumers would be willing to pay enough to make up the extra cost of goods, and some smaller firms couldn't secure the financing to buy their usual wares anyway. Then last month, U.S. and Chinese officials held talks and announced tariffs would temporarily be lowered.
The unpredictable policies have knock-on effects across the economy.
Cynde Stewart, president of Arlington, Texas-based Raz Imports, said the company had to lay off some workers and furlough others after it pausing production and shipping in April. The company, a wholesaler for seasonal decorations that imports heavily from China, usually ships the bulk of its Christmas goods right after the Fourth of July. Even though it has restarted the process now, Stewart knows it is behind schedule.
"Our customer is just not going to be able to set their store as quickly," she said.
That trend persisted across much of the U.S., sending renewed shock waves of disquietude among importers and the cargo transportation industry, and leaving business owners with more questions than answers.
U.S. and Chinese officials met twice over recent weeks to hammer out the framework for a trade war truce, which resulted in a 90-day pause of the highest tariff rates. Now some importers have been rushing to get their goods into the country before the deadline passes. And data shows that rates to ship containers have been climbing.
Levine, from the research firm Freightos, said he saw built-up demand in early June after the spring slowdown.
It's unclear if this apparent uptick in activity will continue. The conditional trade agreement with China has been tenuous and faced several challenges already.
Stewart is optimistic the goods needed for the Christmas season will make it on time, but the uncertainty has made it difficult and stressful to do business.
"You have no idea what tomorrow brings," Stewart said. "And you have no idea what happens after that grace period is over."
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IRS staff losses pose 'risks' to next tax filing season, report warns
More than one-quarter of the agency's workers have left in the past three months, raising the likelihood of service gaps and processing delays, a report says.
By Julie Weil | 2025-06-26

An employee sorts mail at the IRS Processing Facility in Austin on Sept. 6, 2024. In the past three months, tens of thousands of IRS employees have left the agency. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


The staff exodus at the IRS this year could reintroduce many of the service gaps and processing delays that were largely absent this past tax-filing season, the agency's independent watchdog warned Wednesday.
The IRS is coming off one of its strongest tax seasons in years: Tax revenue collections jumped 9.5 percent in April compared with the same month last year, to $850 billion total, according to the Treasury Department. In May, they soared 14.7 percent, to $371 billion overall.
But the agency achieved those results with a workforce of 102,000, after a hiring spree under President Joe Biden that was designed to bolster tax collection and enforcement on corporations and high-income earners. Soon after the April filing deadline, thousands of employees who took the buyouts spearheaded by Elon Musk's U.S. DOGE Service were allowed to leave. In the past three months, the IRS staff has shrunk by more than one-fourth, according to the National Taxpayer Advocate report released Wednesday.
"The 2025 filing season was one of the most successful filing seasons in recent memory," Taxpayer Advocate Erin Collins wrote. "But with the IRS workforce reduced by 26% and significant tax law changes on the horizon, there are risks to next year's filing season."
The IRS did not respond to a request for comment.
The report includes a breakdown of the staffing losses. More than 2,000 information technology employees left -- more than a quarter of the agency's IT workforce. Collins warned that the IRS might not have enough computer experts to implement the tax law changes that congressional Republicans are trying to pass this month. That includes updating dozens of IRS forms in time for the next tax filing season, which begins in January.
Nearly every IRS unit, large and small, has seen deep cuts, the data shows. The office that handles tax issues for small businesses shed 35 percent of its staff, going from more than 24,000 workers to fewer than 16,000. The Trump administration had said it would expand the five-year-old Enterprise Case Management system designed to modernize IRS procedures, but the office that runs that system has shrunk from 51 employees to 15. The Transformation and Strategy Office, charged under the Biden administration with updating the agency, has been dismantled under Trump and has gone from 80 workers to four.
The largest unit, Taxpayer Services, once represented about 40 percent of IRS workers. Since May, more than 1 in 5 of its employees have left, many of whom were performing customer-facing jobs like answering the phones and staffing IRS in-person assistance sites.
At a meeting on Capitol Hill convened by Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) Wednesday to air concerns about Trump's plans to shrink the agency, former IRS commissioner John Koskinen noted that customer service had been "abysmal" for years, and that he was "very concerned" the administration's actions would undermine the agency's ability to run a successful filing season.
The reduction in the Taxpayer Services division was not necessarily the goal of the Trump administration. Although the administration proposed shrinking the agency's annual budget by 20 percent and clawing back $16 billion in special IRS funding appropriated under Biden, Trump wanted customer service to remain a priority. "The Secretary and Acting IRS Commissioner are committed to providing American taxpayers with high-quality service," Trump's recent budget request said.
The administration said it budgeted for its Taxpayer Services workforce to shrink by no more than about 100 people in 2026. Instead, more than 9,000 have left their jobs.
"Woe for the taxpayers who are calling in next year," former taxpayer advocate Nina Olson said in an interview. She noted that the administration's budgetary plan to employ the same number of customer service workers was unrealistic on many levels. If the IRS wanted to hire new people to replace those who had left, the new employees would ordinarily need to be trained now to answer taxpayers' questions when tax season starts. But the agency is restricted from hiring because of a Trump-imposed hiring freeze across the federal government.
The IRS processed 98 percent of the tax returns it received this filing season on time, ending the season with 3.8 million unprocessed returns, about half as many as the previous year. IRS employees answered more than 12 million phone calls, keeping callers waiting on hold for an average of 8 minutes, and just 2 minutes for callers to the most-used phone line, which handles individual income-tax returns.
But Collins warned that could change next year. "Typically, the IRS receives more calls in years following significant changes in the tax law," her report said.
"If Congress enacts the One Big Beautiful Bill Act as drafted, several provisions will retroactively affect the 2025 tax year, thus impacting millions of taxpayers and requiring the IRS to quickly update tax year 2025 tax forms and programming for the 2026 filing season. With new legislation, the IRS is likely to receive a higher volume of calls, so it may need more employees."
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A decade after opening, Centrolina is as enticing as ever
Centrolina chef-owner Amy Brandwein says the secret behind her 10-year run in CityCenterDC is showing up: "I have to earn it every day." 
By Tom Sietsema | 2025-06-26
Dreaming about opening her first restaurant, Amy Brandwein says, she picked a name that referenced downtown and sounded feminine. The food would be Italian, no surprise given Brandwein's eight or so years working as a "happy engaged soldier" for Italian maestro Roberto Donna.
She had a clear vision of what she wanted her notion to look like: "California cool with New York hustle and bustle."
Ten years later, Centrolina in CityCenterDC is packed when competitors aren't, growing when other restaurants are contracting, and as enticing as when I first ate there in June 2015.
Dishes like her white Bolognese -- so smooth, so comforting -- help fill the room. A mainstay for years, the pasta is one of those plates Brandwein takes off only to put back on again, a lot, because the combination of ground veal, beef, parmesan and sage is a winning formula even in summer.
Not that the chef isn't learning new tricks. Fruit-topped pappardelle, anyone? I'll admit I was skeptical until I remembered where I was. Turns out diced pickled rhubarb, strawberries, tomatoes and mint have a great affinity for one another, especially when they're supported with roasted fennel and parmesan.
Honestly, I've never had a pasta here that I haven't Hoovered. Gnocchi eat like clouds embedded with sails of crisp pork jowl, for instance, while ricotta-plumped pansotti decked out with morels and asparagus tells time like a clock.

Pappardelle with fruit, mint and parmesan. 



Soft-shell crab on coconut polenta alongside a Negroni cocktail. 


Centrolina is the kind of restaurant where servers seem to read minds, or at least anticipate diners' wishes. Could we order a few appetizers before committing to entrees? "Sure" -- the response every time I've asked at Centrolina -- sounds so much sweeter than the usual "Chef prefers you order everything at once so it can be paced out."
Brandwein says she has a soft spot for Sicily. The proof is in her thrilling crudo, one night lightly seared bites of swordfish in a pale green sauce, electrified with jalapeno, another evening slices of beef-red yellowfin tuna alternating with bright-orange coins of sweet potato. The tuna is finished with squiggles of fried spaghetti, stained black with squid ink. Summer brings steamy weather but also sweet, plump soft-shell crabs, which the chef props up on polenta lightened with (surprise!) coconut puree, a combination I wouldn't have thought of but am glad Brandwein did. She crushes artichokes, too. Takers get them four ways -- fried, of course, but also creamed, roasted and shaved -- in one lovely, lemony salad rounded out with frisee and parmesan.
Grilled beef tongue was not a hit at my table; companions and I zeroed in on the appetizer's garden of pickled vegetables and broccoli rabe, leaving behind thin, leathery slices of meat. But everything else cooked over wood at Centrolina has been a home run. Part of that is good shopping, and part of that is a chef who knows a beautiful piece of snapper doesn't need much more than salt and pepper and a little time over a wood fire. (Well, that and coins of confit potato and glistening olives to support the fish.)
Garnishes are used with restraint; plates are never overdressed. Pink slices of duck breast are arranged like a tepee over grilled vegetables and a sauce made crimson with beets and sweet-tart with kumquats. No more, no less. The chef exhibits confidence and follows it with consistency. You'll want to order some house-baked bread with your meal. The grissini are great companions to cocktails, and the whole-wheat sourdough and springy focaccia are perfect sops for sauces, including the coffee-jolted balsamic reduction with the grilled lamb.
Diners sit on teal banquettes beneath gold balloon lights in a dining room ringed by windows and white brick. Most nights, Brandwein stands in front of the open kitchen, a calm orchestra conductor. Ten years has given me the opportunity to sit in a lot of seats at Centrolina. My favorite landing spots are the tucked away Table 26 and any stool at the central bar. (The chef says she likes the chef's booth in sight of the cooks.)

Panna cotta flavored with creme de menthe. 



The main dining room of Centrolina. The chef's table is in front of the open kitchen. 


The sunlight that streams through the windows at lunch and early dinner? The frisson of a roomful of engaged diners? I've seen similar scenes unfold in beloved restaurants in California and New York: Brandwein's initial intentions fully realized, in other words.
The feminine design tilt extends to the team, including general manager Liz Martinez and chef de cuisine Mary Mendoza. Brandwein says women tend to "inspire each other" and be "more collaborative." They understand each other, she adds, struggles included. Mendoza is a multitasker who also creates the desserts. Her green panna cotta flavored with creme de menthe and staged with shards and pearls of chocolate makes a distinguished farewell.
Centrolina opened with a little market on one side and expanded over time to include Piccolina, a casual, all-day cafe across the alleyway, and a chef's salon within Centrolina, where Brandwein occasionally cooks solo on Fridays and is joined by guest chefs some Wednesdays. (Following the pandemic, Brandwein says she missed her friends in the business. Sharing a stage with them rectified the problem.) The pedestrian passage outside is typically dressed for the season. Most recently, Pride colors formed an eye-catching arch.
The head-scratcher: The owner has been a James Beard finalist for Mid-Atlantic best chef award five times, but has never won. Give her the honor already!
The secret to running a successful restaurant for 10 years involves sweat and tears (hold the blood, fortunately). "I have to earn it every day," says Brandwein, who thinks a staff that sees the boss show up early and often is motivated to follow suit. "You're only as good as your last meal."
My last meal was wonderful. I expect the next ones -- even those years from now -- to be similar.

The exterior of Centrolina in June. 
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This special sweet pepper upstages even the juiciest pork chop
Seek out Jimmy Nardello peppers for a pork and pepper skillet dinner that will knock your socks off.
By Daniela Galarza | 2025-06-26

(Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
I think I first tasted the long crimson pepper at the Union Square Greenmarket in New York in 2017. Every summer since, I've noticed it pop up as a special on menus, which has made me wonder more than once: Is this the new ramp? Slender like cayennes but sweet like bells, they're often twisted, twirled or hooked. You might compare them to Cubanelles or Lombardos, but this particular pepper -- the Jimmy Nardello -- is a distinct variety. Its seeds are among those preserved by the nonprofit Seed Savers Exchange.
Get the recipe: Skillet Pork Chops and Peppers
"The Jimmy Nardello is a fun one, because it has a fun backstory," says Amon Mueller, co-owner of Full Belly Farm in the Capay Valley of Northern California, where they've been growing Nardellos for at least 15 years. Long story short: When Jimmy Nardello's parents immigrated to the United States from Naples in the late 1880s, they brought along seeds for a sweet frying pepper that thrived in the hot Southern Italian sun. Jimmy, the fourth of 11 children, inherited his mother's love for gardening. Before he died in 1983, he donated his family's pepper seeds to the Seed Savers Exchange, where they were named for him.
Especially fruity, crunchy when raw, and silky and buttery when cooked, the Jimmy Nardello is worth seeking out. It pairs particularly well with seared meats, as in this skillet pork chop recipe. It's not nearly as easy to find as a bell pepper, but its popularity is rising. Mueller says that the farm devotes three acres to pepper varieties and that Nardellos now take up half the total space. I asked him what he thinks is behind the growing demand. "Well, we have always grown things for flavor, and it serves us well. The Jimmy Nardello, it's not the most picturesque pepper in the world; it's a gnarly looking thing, but it has an incredible flavor. Chefs love it," Mueller said, noting that restaurants across the Bay Area, including Chez Panisse, Zuni Cafe, Mister Jiu's, Che Fico and the Progress, have bought Full Belly's Nardellos when they're in season.
In California, the season is now. "We had kind of a perfect spring," Mueller told me. "So we'll harvest for the next two weeks and then again in August through October." You might see Nardellos at farmers markets in the South. On the East Coast, the peppers are ripening now and are expected at farmers markets from July on. If you don't see them in your area, there are plenty of alternatives, both sweet and spicy. Wegmans sells a container of "Sweet Snaps" (long, cigarlike peppers), and some Walmart locations carry green or yellow Italian peppers that would work just as well in this recipe.
If you want to experience the flavor of Jimmy Nardellos but don't have a fresh source, one of my favorite spice purveyors, Burlap & Barrel, produces a flaked version using Jimmy Nardellos from Norwich Meadows Farm in New York. Burlap & Barrel co-founder Ethan Frisch told me that, because the raw product isn't spicy, the dried flakes are ideal for people who want the deep, umami flavor of a good pepper without the heat. "They sweeten even more in the drying process," Frisch said, noting that these flakes also rehydrate well. I bet they'd be great as a sprinkle on top of this or probably any savory dish.
Shishito or Padron peppers, which are mild but can have a hot kick, would also work well in this recipe for Skillet Pork Chops and Peppers. That's because it's a pretty straightforward, easily adaptable, two-step formula:
Lots of recipes are essentially this, with a tweak such as a marinade or maybe sweet fruit instead of a vegetable, or possibly a liquid such as wine or broth to make a pan sauce.
(You can do this with skin-on fish, too, or slabs of extra-firm tofu, but you'll need to add extra fat in the form of oil or butter to ensure that the pan doesn't dry out before everything is properly cooked.)

Standing the pork chops up in the skillet with their fat caps against the pan renders the fat out into the pan and crisps the edges of the meat. (Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


There's another trick in this recipe, and it's a good one. Some cuts of meat have a fat cap on one edge, a creamy white layer that will partially render whether you cook the meat in a pan or on the grates of a grill. Bone-in pork chops almost always have a fat cap, but you might also notice it on certain cuts of beef or lamb. As a diner, I find that flap of fat unpleasant. So, as a cook, I like to render as much of it as I can.
For this recipe, after you sear the chops, you'll stack them on top of each other and use tongs to hold them upright, fat cap flush with the hot skillet, until it melts out and the edges of the chops brown and crisp. Because you're cooking the meat in a skillet, it's a win-win: Your chops are properly cooked, and now you have a pan well greased with flavorful pork fat that you can use to cook another thing -- in this case, a pound of the wonderful and wacky peppers with a first and last name.
Get the recipe: Skillet Pork Chops and Peppers
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Miss Manners: Leave neighbor's wardrobe choices alone
Should the letter writer say something to her neighbor over her skirts and dresses that "keep getting shorter"?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-06-26
Dear Miss Manners: I have an acquaintance who frequently walks her dog at the same time I do. She is a nice person, and we get along well; our dogs even like each other.
We are both female. The issue is that her skirts or sundresses keep getting shorter. I avert my eyes, but I have seen more of her anatomy than I care to. I have also seen a certain male neighbor looking at her in a not-so-nice way.
Should I say something to her? If so, how do I do so politely?
Really, as this person is merely an acquaintance, Miss Manners fails to see why you would wish to raise the question of who is sniffing whom at all.
Dear Miss Manners: My husband and I hosted a longtime friend of mine for 10 days at our home. She had told me she enjoys staying with friends for extended periods, finding it an efficient way to travel.
She did not bring her own bathroom essentials, vitamins, slippers, etc. We did all the driving and the planning. We cooked and served every breakfast, lunch and dinner, along with providing beer and wine every day. (Typically she drinks much more than we do.)
Often she would ask the menu for the day, and I would prepare a shopping list. She would join me in the shopping and point out items she thought would be helpful. I invited her to purchase items she wanted outside the menu, but her answer always was, "I'll have whatever you're having."
She secretly joked with me that if she stares at the check long enough, someone will grab it. We told her we were happy to dine out if she did not mind separate checks. She said yes, but added that a man's ego usually prevents this, so I should make sure my husband was on the same page. (He was.)
We dined out once and included another couple, and everyone received their own check. She took us out to dinner at the end of her stay as a thank-you.
My manners taught me to be a generous host, and I believe we were, all the way to the end when I drove her to the airport. However, I feel like our generosity was taken advantage of.
Where is the line? Is a longer-term guest expected to pitch in? I will definitely think carefully about a future invite.
A longer-term guest is expected to do more, and Miss Manners agrees your friend fell short. But where the line is drawn can be challenging since any equalization of expense is meant to occur by the balancing of invitations -- not within a single visit.
Where your friend offended most was when she all but told you she was sticking you with the expenses: joining the shopping expedition and standing at the checkout counter but never offering to pay; joking about staring at the check; the comment about a man's ego. She would be a much more effective moocher -- not to mention a much more pleasant houseguest -- if she would learn when to keep her thoughts to herself.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Asking Eric: Labor Day wedding too much work for out-of-state aunt
Aunt says she's skipping niece's Labor Day weekend wedding because she doesn't travel during major holidays.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-06-26
Dear Eric: One of my two daughters is getting married in a very small ceremony in August. It so happens to be on Labor Day weekend. Her sister and her fiance's sister are planning a brunch the following day to celebrate this union.
My own sister lives in Florida. When I emailed her (and our brothers) about this event, she responded immediately that, since it is Labor Day weekend, she wouldn't be attending as she doesn't go anywhere on major holidays due to crowds and potential flight delays.
I am beyond sad and disappointed. It seems she is prioritizing her comfort over this joyous occasion. I don't know how to express this to her, if at all. She is something of a control freak, who doesn't take criticism well at all.
Do I simply let it go, or do I say anything and, if so, what?
-- Sad Sister
Sister: I understand the logic of not wanting to travel around major holidays. Your sister does have other options, though. She can come early, if her work allows for it, for instance. She can travel some or all of the way using means of transportation that aren't planes. Or she can make the trek for family.
Obviously, all of these things are still her prerogative. She may have already thought through the options and still decided to decline. I understand why this is hurtful to you -- it's a small ceremony and she's close family, so her presence would be missed.
There are ways of talking about this without it coming across as criticism. Start by expressing what you feel -- you want her there, you're sad she can't make it, et cetera. And then ask a question -- is there any way that we can make this work? Would you like my help to make this easier?
An open-ended question allows her the option of engaging or shutting it down. Whereas a criticism would make her feel more boxed in. She may still choose to stay home, but by having a conversation with her that starts with your openness to hear her and respect her opinion, you may find a solution that's not too laborious.
Dear Eric: A 20-something neighbor we have known since the age of three has recently come out to my husband and me as transgender. We have embraced and accepted "Sara" and are glad she feels able to be her authentic self to us. Sara's parents, with whom she lives, are unaware of her transgender identity. Often when her parents leave the home for work, Sara will dress in skirts or dresses and walk across our street to visit with my husband and me (we are retired).
We have encouraged Sara to inform her parents of her identity and have advised her to have an exit strategy should the reveal have a negative result. Our concern is for how our neighbors, who we genuinely love, will take the fact that we knew about their child's transgender identity before them. We have told Sara that we will not "out" her to her parents, but neither will we lie if we are asked.
While we are grateful Sara felt free enough to share with us her identity, this secret is heavy on us whenever we speak to our neighbors. How should we handle the eventual disclosure that we knew long before they were told?
-- Mums the Word
Mums: It's so important that anyone who is sharing a new, potentially vulnerable part of themselves has a safe space to feel seen and cared for before they tell the world. I hope her parents eventually see this as an extension of your love for their whole family.
In the interim, check in with Sara about your anxiety. It's not her job to manage her parents' emotions about this, nor is it yours, but being on the same page about the heaviness of the secret may help to unburden you. It may also help to reframe. By providing modeling acceptance for Sara, you're helping her -- and eventually her parents -- normalize the kind of security that she deserves in order to thrive.
Reading your letter, I grew curious and potentially concerned that by walking across the street in a dress, Sara runs the risk of another neighbor telling her parents before she's ready. This is something it may be worth talking with her about.
When you do have a talk with your friends, lead with love and with empathy. Acknowledge that it may be hard for them to find out you knew before them. It's a vulnerable conversation, but vulnerability is not a weakness. Be patient with them, be consistent and clear about your care for them, and be steadfast in your love for Sara. That's the message that will outlast the initial shock.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Carolyn Hax: Brother's two broken engagements have family balking at his third
Sibling is hesitant to get close to brother's third fiancee after he broke off two previous engagements.
By Carolyn Hax | 2025-06-26

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My brother has been engaged and then un-engaged twice within the past few years. Both times, he was the one who broke it off as they were in the process of wedding planning. Both women were loved and accepted by our whole family, including my young kids. It was only about 18 months between the first breakup and the second engagement.
Now he has proposed to a third woman less than two years after breaking up with the first one. The whole family is wondering what exactly is going on here.
I figure that's none of my business, but I am very inclined to maintain some distance for my kids' sake. For example, I don't think they should start calling her "Aunt So-and-So" yet, like they did with the first two fiancees. Is this attitude somehow unfair to my brother?
-- Distanced
Distanced: I can't decide if your brother really really wants to be married, or really really doesn't.
Anyway, no, it's not unfair to your brother. But it is unfair to his fiancees if you aren't welcoming to them just because your brother's actions gave you welcome-to-the-family! fatigue.
It's fine to live and learn. Learning not to jump straight in with "Aunt So-and-So" is a perfect reflection of living through the effects on your young kids of your brother's baits-and-switches.
But for you, as an adult and therefore presumably less tenderhearted member of your brother's family, the path is still clear: Proceed as if your brother will marry the latest Miss Fire.
Do this because the nth engagement, the one that inspires you to give up on your brother completely and ignore the fiancee, will be the one he follows through on. It's the law of irony, and you flout it at your peril.
So, yeah. It will take some discretion to update the kids' expectations to reflect reality as you go through what are outwardly the same welcoming motions with each new fiancee. But better that than getting off on an indifferent foot with the woman who actually becomes your actual sister-in-law and your kids' beloved Aunt So-and-So.
Dear Carolyn: My husband and I have been married for 13 years and have a 14-year-old son. It's the second marriage for us both. I pursued him and have always put in much more energy, work and attention to our relationship.
Over the years, I've grown so tired of the imbalance. I dislike confrontation -- that's rooted in my childhood, where I got yelled at and spanked for misbehavior and lived in a lot of fear -- but I no longer want to give, give, give. I would love to see him show me he wants this relationship.
-- Rebalancing
Rebalancing: I would love to see you explore your past with a therapist before you start shaking up your present.
I back you 100 percent in wanting balance. It sounds healthy and overdue to ask your husband to evolve with you from roles that were honest then but no longer fit.
He might see it, though, as asking him to renegotiate the terms of a marriage you wanted, initiated and drew up for him to sign. So be ready for him to say, yes, he does want this relationship -- the version you offered, where you do the work.
Meanwhile, your child is on the hormonal high seas and therefore counting on steadiness at home.
These aren't reasons to suffer silently; that's unhealthy for all involved. They're reasons to go into this with support in place, a contingency plan and a solid sense of yourself.
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Still pining for my old emotional-affair partner. Hax readers give advice.
Married letter writer "desperately misses" the intimacy of her recent emotional affair despite extreme measures to shake it.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-06-25

Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post 


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I miss my emotional-affair partner. Three years ago, I (married) was on a fellowship in another country and fell head-over-heels for another man. It never turned physical, but that's on him. I ... desperately miss the emotional closeness, and I cannot let go of the desire to tell him everything.
I've tried it all: focusing on my marriage (husband knows all about this, but he won't do therapy), solo therapy, antidepressants, cutting contact (was miserable and pining), limiting contact (works better to maintain balance) and even telling him how I feel in an attempt to shock myself out of this. I've also tried distraction -- I found an amazing, absorbing and time-consuming new job (close to him, although in six months he has not visited). I even tried starting a family (many miscarriages and now IVF).
I know there's no world where I get back to the too-intense days. He even has a new lady love now, but he texts often. When is this going to fade, and how do I manage myself like an adult until then?
-- Will It Ever End?
Will It Ever End?: The first thing you do is stop trying to create a new human life to bear the weight of maybe, kinda, sorta keeping your marriage intact. Would you want your existence to be created under those circumstances and with such expectations to carry?
-- Stop
Will It Ever End?: Having been in an emotionally intense relationship that stayed emotionally intense for over four years after we broke up ... you have to try cutting contact again. And keeping it that way.
Yes, it will be miserable. Yes, you will pine. But the only way out is through, and from everything you've written, there is no future in which you'll find a happily ever after with this man. You have to close the door, firmly, and let yourself actually grieve the loss before you can move on. Keeping that door open just a crack will just lead to years of more pining and misery (speaking from my own experience). I'm sorry. It sucks. I hope you make it through.
-- Been There
Will It Ever End?: It may be helpful to not think of this as forbidden but just an intense connection and not give it requirements of outcome. You and he aren't going to "be together," but he is a spark for you, a note that resonates in your soul. You get to have and keep that. It's nothing to yearn for; it's here. In time, perhaps that permission will let you see yourself clearer.
-- Intense
Will It Ever End?: I've been there. I wasn't even in contact with the person for long periods of time, but it didn't matter. Nothing could quell my obsession. Years later, I learned the word "limerence." This is a hyper fixation on another person that includes emotional dependency. It's not real love or even lust. Having a reason for it and knowing I wasn't just weak or crazy helped me get past it and keep things in check in other (real) relationships. Could this be you? It might be worth some research on limerence.
-- MB
Will It Ever End?: Is it possible that none of the things you've tried has worked because your marriage isn't working any longer, and a real, full relationship with this man is what makes sense? Of course, the fact that the man has found another lady love complicates things, but when I hear of someone who has worked this hard, and nothing has helped, the obvious question is whether you're working on the wrong end of things.
-- Wrong
-- You It Ever End?: What if this ex affair has nothing to do with why you yearn for something more? You describe a marriage in which your husband knows about your deeply felt lack of connection and refuses to make a go of trying to (re)instate one. Making a baby with him will not change this, though it may pass your issues on to your future child. Please consider leaving both men and finding out what you feel like with someone -- yourself, to begin with -- who is able and willing to give you what you need.
-- You
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Secret listing? Banned? Why Zillow isn't showing you the whole market.
The Compass lawsuit against Zillow shines a light on pocket listings and other lesser-known tactics from the real estate world.
By Rachel Kurzius | 2025-06-25

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


Much as Xerox has become the stand-in phrase for any copier machine or Kleenex has come to mean any tissue, Zillow is now the noun and the verb for house hunting. Because it garners so much attention -- more than 2 billion visits to the real estate site for the first quarter of 2025 -- people expect to see every house for sale there. But there are some exceptions.
The site, like others that aggregate home listings, gets feeds from multiple listing services, better known as MLSs, regional databases real estate agents use to share information about homes on the market. An MLS itself is only available to real estate professionals. There are some reasons home sellers might choose to keep an MLS out of the loop, though. We'll get into those shortly.
In the spring, Zillow announced that any publicly marketed listings must appear on an MLS within one business day or the site will ban them, starting at the end of June. (This mirrors a National Association of Realtors rule about agents cooperating through MLSs and adds some enforcement from Zillow.) Redfin followed suit with the same policy.
Compass, a major brokerage, is now suing Zillow, calling the site a monopoly and characterizing this policy as an antitrust violation. The real estate firm has been pushing its own collection of so-called private exclusives, homes available only to Compass agents and buyers who sign up with them -- at least at first. Other large brokers have also launched internal listing networks. Zillow's policy would, in effect, ban these homes from ending up on the aggregator.
"This lawsuit is about protecting consumer choice," Compass CEO Robert Reffkin said in a statement. "No one company should have the power to ban agents or listings simply because they don't follow that company's business model. That's not competition. It's coercion." The company has been fighting against the NAR cooperation rule more broadly, too.
Zillow, which makes its money by charging real estate agents a referral fee for connecting them to motivated buyers and sellers, has also framed its policy as one that protects consumer choice. "Real estate works best in the open -- not behind closed doors -- and that's what we, and most of the industry, are focused on preserving," said Errol Samuelson, Zillow's chief industry development officer. "The vast majority of agents and consumers want the same thing: maximum exposure. More visibility means more competition, stronger offers, and ultimately better outcomes for both buyers and sellers."
Let's get into why a listing may not appear on Zillow or other major aggregators and what it means for home buyers or sellers.
Some ultra wealthy or extremely private people might prefer for their listings to remain out of the public eye. After all, Zillow and other aggregators display a comprehensive amount of information, often alongside photos, all of which remain available long after the home purchase.
An off-market listing "makes sense for people like Tom Brady," said Bonnie Lai, an agent with RE/MAX in Boston. "Everyone will show up to an open house and want to see everything."
Other instances when an off-market listing, also known as a pocket listing, might be a good idea could involve a home sold "as-is" because it may not look good in pictures or people who don't want to be disturbed by a big sale process, said Gabrielle Witkin, an agent with Sotheby's International Realty in Washington.
What you lose when you sell off-market is potential for more competition. Fewer eyeballs could mean fewer offers driving up the price.
And, of course, there's a question of who knows about homes on offer off-market. Lai works with many first-time home buyers. "If most of the stuff is off-market, then they would never get a shot to access all of them," she said.
There will always be some off-market listings, but they are an outlier rather than the rule.
Zillow introduced its policy this spring that agents must list their for-sale homes on the site within one business day or otherwise face a permanent ban for the listing. At the end of last month, the company began contacting agents who seem to have violated this policy. On June 30, Zillow will start to block listings. "We expect only a small number of for-sale listings will be affected," Samuelson said.
Many sellers want their homes on Zillow and other aggregators. "Sellers are often buyers at the same time, or have been," Witkin said. "And so I think that they may be viewing Zillow as that's how they look at homes. So what's going to happen if buyers out there can't see their home on Zillow?"
This blocking is what Compass is contesting with its lawsuit. Why aren't brokerages always immediately listing homes on an MLS? Basically, real estate agents may "soft launch" a home sale. They circulate that the home is on the market in some circles without officially listing it with an MLS.
"It can help them test the market and test the price," said Witkin, who briefly worked with Compass this year. "It doesn't hurt a seller to privately market their home, even if it's just one week before you plan to go on the market. ... You can still go on the market, but it would be helpful to have the opinion from buyers who are actively looking." They listen to feedback on price, staging and more. It's a beta test of sorts before the big rollout because "once you're publicly on Zillow, you're everywhere."
As soon as a listing hits an MLS, the countdown of "days on market" begins. The longer a home has been on the market, the less desirable it may appear. MLSs, and therefore Zillow and other aggregators, also keep track of any changes in price, which may also serve as red flags to prospective buyers.
Plus, Zillow's listings include a "Zestimate," an estimate of the home's price that might be lower than the sale price. "It's not super accurate, but we definitely have sellers and buyers that do kind of rely on that number," said Lai, who often has to explain why those figures might be off by a large percentage.
If those homes do field a good offer before getting officially listed, they might never hit the public market. And, for brokerages who advertise their exclusive listings, that means they could get the benefit of a commission on both the buy and sell side.
Lai sees the fight between Compass and Zillow as two titans each fighting in their own self-interest. But she is concerned about the trend toward more private listings, which degrades the quality of MLSs and makes it harder for smaller brokers to compete. She anticipates that trend making it more difficult for the consumer, too. "People would need to use seven different agents to go find one house because ... they will all have different access to different listings," she said.
Witkin said she educates her clients about their options. "Ultimately, the choice is up to my sellers. Do you want to do a test phase and privately list first, or do you value your home being on Zillow?" she said. "At the end of the day, there's no one size fits all."
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This warm and smoky shrimp salad with chorizo is a weeknight win
This 20-minute main course salad features warm, smoky shrimp, jammy tomatoes and lightly softened spinach.
By Ellie Krieger | 2025-06-25

Warm Shrimp, Chorizo and Spinach Salad. (Tom McCorkle; food styling by Gina Nistico/Both for The Washington Post)


This recipe is an interplay of contrasts: simultaneously fresh and warm, light and rich, complex and simple. It's both a salad and a comfort food, and its intense bold flavor might have you thinking it involves serious time and effort.
I'm delighted to tell you that it comes together in minutes.
Get the recipe: Warm Shrimp, Chorizo and Spinach Salad
Much of that big flavor comes from a small amount of finely diced Spanish chorizo, you get a bit of it in every bite. (Look for Spanish chorizo, which is dry-cured and is different from Mexican chorizo, which is fresh.) It gets briefly sauteed in olive oil -- just long enough to crisp up a bit and infuse the oil with its vermilion color and smoky flavor.

Shrimp and tomatoes in the skillet. (Tom McCorkle; food styling by Gina Nistico/Both for The Washington Post)


Along with garlic, smoked paprika, lemon and a touch of cayenne pepper, the chorizo easily elevates a saute of plump shrimp and fresh tomatoes. Lean, protein-rich seafood with smoky chorizo is a classic pairing that always delights, and using cured meat like this -- in small quantities as a seasoning -- is an ideal way to enjoy it in a healthfully balanced way.
The ingredients in the skillet yield a smoky, lemony pan sauce layered with the savory tomato juices. Spooned out of the pan and tossed with a bowlful of fresh baby spinach leaves and sliced red onion, the sauce acts as a warm dressing, coating the leaves and softening them slightly to mellow their raw edge without undoing their freshness.
The saucy shrimp mixture is then mounded on top of the dressed spinach for a meal that draws you in like comfort food but qualifies as a healthy salad. Served with crusty bread for sopping up all the juices, it's a meal that's upscale yet practical, one you could proudly serve company or pull together on a busy weeknight.
Get the recipe: Warm Shrimp, Chorizo and Spinach Salad
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15 new paperbacks to read in June
The month's new releases include novels by Walter Mosley, Akwaeke Emezi and Sarah Perry, and nonfiction about the Battle of the Bulge, the moon and Donald Trump.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-06-26

(Hogarth)


Porter has managed to write a novel about the early days of the covid pandemic that is both challenging and delightful. She fits a remarkable number of compelling individual stories into an examination of the ways that the emergency illuminated social and racial divisions in American life. In Book World, Ron Charles wrote: "I've never read a novel that pinballs so confidently from character to character, story to story."

(Vintage)


Barry's first novel to be set in America is an Irish-flavored western fraught with danger and the story of a romance filled with caustic humor and pathos. It features a rogues' gallery of characters and is written in the author's trademark lyrical, surprising prose. In Book World, Malcolm Forbes wrote: "What starts as a gritty depiction of one man going nowhere soon becomes a gripping tale of two lovers on the run."

(Riverhead)


When his relationship ends, Kalu visits a sex party in a fictional Nigerian city in this novel by the author of "Freshwater" and "You Made a Fool of Death With Your Beauty." Over the course of the weekend after, Kalu's life collides with those of others in the city's demimonde, and breakups threaten to slide into breakdowns.

(Spiegel & Grau)


In this best-selling debut, Read introduces us to Victoria when she's a teenager in the 1940s and a budding love begins to change her life. The novel takes her through the ensuing decades as she attempts to find her place in the world, attentive to the wild landscapes of Read's native Colorado.

(Mariner)


Perry writes old-fashioned prose that has a sumptuous, almost embroidered feel. Her latest novel follows a friendship between Thomas Hart, a small-town newspaper columnist and amateur astronomer, and Grace Macauley, a willful teenager, who first met at their church when Grace was a baby. Both are tugged between their faith and earthly desires: Thomas's for men; Grace's for a boy named Nathan.

(Putnam)


In 1992, Artie Anderson is thriving in New York: newly 30, surrounded by friends, writing a novel and beginning a promising romance with the handsomest man he's ever seen. Three decades later, he's living entirely on his own, weighed down by grief until an accident throws him into the embrace of a new community. As Artie pulls back the curtains to let the light in, Finger (co-host of the popular podcast "Who? Weekly") movingly captures the long struggle for queer survival in the wake of the AIDS crisis, ultimately offering a sweetly unsentimental lesson in the rediscovery of joy.

(Biblioasis)


As this novel begins, Canadian teenagers Teddy and Adam drive north without a definite destination -- but not before one of them purchases a rifle. Khurana shadows them as they speed toward their fate, shifting between their perspectives as they spar with each other and begin to break free from the conditions that have always defined their young lives.

(Riverhead)


Sanchez's first novel follows a young boy from Colombia to the United States and back again as he struggles with abandonment issues, acclimates to a new homeland and grapples with his sexual awakening. With a "father-shaped hole" in his heart, he pushes away from his single mother in a raucous attempt to define his own life. But accompanying her back to Colombia as an adult allows him to reconsider the childhood images he had of his parents.

(Mulholland)


When Mosley introduced readers to Easy Rawlins in "Devil in a Blue Dress," it was just a few years after World War II, and Rawlins had not yet established himself as a detective. Now, more than a dozen books later, "Farewell, Amethystine" catches up with the veteran P.I. in the 1970s as he works to solve a mystery brought to him by a woman who summons up difficult memories from his past. As E.A. Aymar wrote in Book World, Mosley "is still at the top of a genre he helped to pioneer."

(Grove)


Wise won the Edgar Award for best first novel by an American author for this thriller about Will Seems, a deputy sheriff in southern Virginia who is thrown together with a private detective when the authorities arrest an innocent man in the murder of Will's old friend. The two investigators butt heads as they delve into the history of the region -- and attempt to find the real killer -- over the course of a story that has earned comparisons to the work of S.A. Cosby.

(Penguin Books)


In 1960s and '70s Beverly Hills, Dunne's family mingled with Tinseltown's A-list. In this memoir, the accomplished actor, producer and director mainly occupies the role of son and brother -- a bit player in his own story. In Book World, Leigh Haber wrote that Dunne "uses his authorial gifts -- a filmmaker's eye, photographic memory and way with a quip -- to great effect, exploring how the seemingly charmed lives of the Dunnes unraveled."

(Vintage)


In this memoir, novelist Ciment reconsiders her long marriage to a much older man whom she started dating when she was a teenager. Early in the book, Ciment asks whether her marriage was all "fruit from the poisonous tree." In Book World, Becca Rothfeld wrote, "It is a daring question, and she is unsentimental and unflinching enough to answer it convincingly, which is to say, complexly."

(Dutton)


Threatened by the German advance in the Ardennes and with Allied planes grounded by inclement weather, Gen. George Patton turned to a higher power, seeking out a prayer for divine intervention in the conflict. In telling this story, Kershaw (the author of several other World War II bestsellers, including "The Longest Winter") captures how Patton inspired his men and led them through the Battle of the Bulge.

(Penguin Books)


Haberman, a White House correspondent for the New York Times, here tells the story of Donald Trump's ascent in late-1970s and 1980s New York among hustlers, mobsters, political bosses, compliant prosecutors and tabloid scandalmongers. "The dynamics that defined New York City in the 1980s," Haberman writes, "stayed with Trump for decades; he often seemed frozen there." This paperback edition includes new reporting through the 2024 election.

(Random House Trade Paperbacks)


Science journalist Boyle's history of our knowledge of the moon and its influence on life on Earth was longlisted for the National Book Award for nonfiction in 2024. The New York Review of Books called it a "compact, sparkling, fact-filled work of popular science."
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A star spent years battling gender rumors. Why is 'Enigma' still asking?
A new documentary by Zackary Drucker explores the legacy of Amanda Lear, a musician and artist who has always denied rumors that she was trans.
By Shane O'Neill | 2025-06-26

French TV host and singer Amanda Lear poses in front of an easel in her Paris studio on Dec. 16, 1981. (Philippe Wojazer/AFP/Getty Images)


If anyone has lived a life that merits a documentary, it's Amanda Lear.
She was a model in London during the swinging '60s. She was a muse and close friend of Salvador Dali. She dated David Bowie and appeared on the cover of a Roxy Music album with a panther on a leash. She wrote disco songs that sold millions of records. She is an accomplished painter. Last year, she appeared onstage in Paris in "L'Argent de la vieille," an Italian comedy performed in French.
The new documentary "Enigma," which began streaming on HBO this week, covers all of this. It also addresses persistent rumors that Lear is transgender -- prompting Lear herself to call it "a pathetic piece of trash," in an email to The Washington Post.
"Enigma" glitters with archival footage of Lear's glamorous jet-setting past, alongside recent footage of her idyllic life in the South of France. But the most compelling and uncomfortable scenes are interviews conducted by director Zackary Drucker that repeatedly probe into the decades of media reports that Lear was assigned male at birth.
"Obviously, people had asked Amanda the questions I had asked her," Drucker said from her home in Los Angeles. "The difference was who was asking and why."
Drucker, 42, is an accomplished filmmaker. She co-directed "The Stroll," a nuanced 2023 documentary about trans sex workers and the 2021 series "The Lady and the Dale" about the trans entrepreneur and scam artist Elizabeth Carmichael.
She has spent her entire career working as an openly trans woman. In a 2016 interview, Drucker explained her decision to keep her birth name: "The world I decided to live in is one in which a woman is named 'Zackary.'"
So that's "who" was asking Lear about her past. "Why" is a more complicated question.

French actress and singer Amanda Lear and Spanish painter Salvador Dali have dinner at a Paris restaurant in December 1971. (AFP/Getty Images)


Drucker was not yet fully cognizant of her own trans identity when she first saw a photo of Lear at age 18. But Lear stirred something. "It ignited my imagination, the possibility that I could be a beautiful woman as well," Drucker said. "And I hung her photo up next to my bed."
Drucker describes "Enigma" as a loving documentary about someone she admires. "I wanted to know who this icon of mine was truly because there's always a shadow of a doubt," she said.
When we spoke, Drucker mentioned recent documentaries about Sally Ride and Paul Reubens. Drucker said that these films were "incredible stories of LGBT people who sacrificed their personal lives to shine their talent on the world and that was the price to pay. And, of course, Amanda, she's part of that trajectory, of that legacy."
Of course, there are big differences between these movies and "Enigma." Sally Ride and Paul Reubens both decided when they were still alive that they would go public with their sexual identities in posthumous documentaries. And the politics and risks of coming out as gay are significantly different from those of people of trans experience. Living "stealth" or "passing" -- terms for a trans person who lives without being identified as trans by others -- is significantly different from being closeted.
And "Enigma" is being released during a particularly fraught moment for trans people. The term "transvestigating" has been used to describe the practice of denigrating public figures by questioning their gender or challenging an athlete's right to compete in a sport or a stranger's right to enter a public bathroom based on their perceived gender.
What differentiated Drucker's line of questioning in "Enigma" from transvestigation?
"I'm still thinking about it," Drucker said. "I was thinking about it when I was interviewing her."
Ambiguity was always part of the Amanda Lear brand. She released singles called "Enigma" and "Metamorphose" and albums titled "Incognito" and "Alter Ego." In interviews, Lear has always been coy about her past. Over the years, she has offered sometimes contradictory accounts of where she was born (Vietnam? Hong Kong? Switzerland? Transylvania?) and her ethnicity (Mongolian? British? Russian?). The year of her birth is also somewhat uncertain, with estimates of her current age ranging from the mid-70s to the mid-80s.
One thing she has never wavered on: she is a woman, and she was born female. Lear is aware that her gender is an object of fascination. Over the years, she has dismissed questions about being trans, sometimes with humor, sometimes with fervor, but always with certainty.
In 1967, Lear was with Brian Jones of the Rolling Stones at a London shop that was raided by the police. In "Enigma," Lear recounts the story of being arrested for drug possession as several newspaper clips appear on screen that identify "Peki d'Oslo" as Lear's stage name. This was the beginning of many media reports that described Lear as a trans woman.
Later in "Enigma," there is a media montage with headlines translated from Italian: "Amanda, confess, are you a woman or a man?"; "Amanda Lear is a man"; "A murky past that cannot be erased." In a 1977 interview, she said in French, "I played the game of ambiguity. Maybe I'm a man, maybe I'm a woman. And that's helped my career a lot." In a clip from 2018, Lear takes credit for spreading rumors about her gender. "It was easy publicity. For someone who doesn't have a voice, who cannot sing," she says in Italian, laughing.
"Enigma" juxtaposes Lear's life against April Ashley's. Ashley had a career as a model until she was publicly outed as trans in 1961. After that, she became a media personality, a writer and a successful restaurateur. She died in 2022 at age 86.

April Ashley in a still from "Enigma." (HBO)


In her 1982 memoir "April Ashley's Odyssey," Ashley wrote that she and Lear both worked at Le Carrousel, a famed Paris nightclub that employed female impersonators and trans performers. Ashley is among several people who have said that Lear used to perform there under the stage name "Peki d'Oslo." Ashley also said that she and Lear remained friends for decades after they met at Le Carrousel.
Lear always denied Ashley's accounts. In "Enigma," Drucker presents Lear with an image that Ashley said was herself and "Peki d'Oslo" eating together. Lear appears unbothered by the image, summarily denying that she is in the photo. Lear acknowledges that she met Ashley at her restaurant in London, but dismissed her as a fabulist and an alcoholic.
"It's sad, actually, her life," Lear says in the film.
This is one of several tense scenes in "Enigma." Drucker is a warm and complimentary -- at times worshipful -- interviewer, but she doggedly returns to topics that Lear tries to steer away from. Lear is a remarkably sharp and quick interview subject. She never cedes ground to Drucker and she never loses her cool, even when presented with photos and documents that seem to contradict her own version of her life. Drucker said that when she was interviewing Lear, she kept expecting to be kicked out.

Amanda Lear in a still from "Enigma." (HBO)


Drucker knows that some of the moments captured in the film are uncomfortable, especially in an overheated climate of transphobia and transvestigation. But she also thinks their conversations are revelatory. "At best, making documentaries we're able to learn something about human behavior and universal themes," Drucker said. "I thought a lot about how we live in conscious denial, each and every one of us, about something."
According to Drucker, Lear was warm off-camera. "I was surprised because every time we cut, she really leaned in in a maternal or sisterly way," Drucker said. At one point, she said Lear playfully snapped her bra strap.
Producer Noah Levy also said that Lear was gracious and friendly during the shoot. At one point, Lear emerged from her kitchen with Popsicles for the crew. "It was like the cool mom brought out Popsicles for the teenagers," Levy said. "And I remember that being very sweet."
The good feelings from the filmmakers were not reciprocated by their subject. In an email to The Post, Lear described the film as "an attempt to trick me and possibly 'out' me because of a supposed friendship with this April Ashley," dismissing stories of their friendship as "fake news."
Both Levy and Drucker said that they were up front with Lear about their intentions to discuss rumors about Lear's gender before the shoot.
"I told her, 'Whether it's good or bad, whether you like it or not, the trans rumors are just as prominent as your relationship with Dali and to ignore, it's not ethical. We have to discuss everything,'" Levy said.
Lear wrote that she signed an agreement before shooting that "clearly stated that there would be NO MENTION of all the rubbish featured in that film" and that her lawyers had sent a cease-and-desist letter to HBO. A spokesperson for HBO said that the appearance agreement Lear signed before shooting did not limit the topics discussed on-camera and that HBO had not received any cease-and-desist communication from Lear's team.
Later, Drucker wrote in a statement to The Post that "details of Amanda's life have been well-documented."
"I made this film from a place of reverence and love, not just for her as an icon, but as a human being," Drucker also wrote. "I honor Amanda in all of her expressions, and the fullness of her greatest work of art: herself."
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The 35 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate the final weekend of Pride Month, enjoy music and activities on Capitol Hill's pedestrianized streets, and tour Montgomery County historic sites.
By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly, Lucas Trevor | 2025-06-26
The final weekend of Pride Month arrives with a bang, featuring celebrations with dancing, cocktails and family-friendly activities across the region. Think fireworks are for July 4? Think again, as communities from Gaithersburg to Reston get a jump on Independence Day celebrations this weekend. Beloved dance troupe Step Afrika! celebrates three decades of performance with two nights at Strathmore, joined by Sweet Honey in the Rock. Elsewhere, one mile of streets on Capitol Hill shuts down Saturday to make room for exercise classes, live music and arts activities in the middle of the pavement, while more than 30 sites in Montgomery County open to the public during Heritage Days. You can watch "Love Island" with a former cast member or watch "Donnie Darko" in your finest '80s fit. Beyonce's impending arrival is celebrated with a dance party and musical bingo, and the Chuck Brown Band and Bongo District explore the mutual languages of funk during a downtown block party. 
Editor's note: Capital Weather Gang warns that Thursday will have heat indexes over 100, and there are chances of scattered, possibly severe thunderstorms through the weekend. Events could be postponed or canceled due to weather. Check social media or event websites before making plans.
We Deserve To Party at Pie Shop
After the #MeToo movement and a reshuffling of post-pandemic priorities, many revelers have renewed their focus on forging safer spaces for concerts, nightlife and parties. This concert features jazz vocalist Veronique, cover band Bonnie Ash & the Corner Crash, D.C. duo Saved by the Ick and singer-songwriter Brandin St. Clair and benefits Volare, a nonprofit organization that provides free legal and therapeutic services to survivors of crime. 8 p.m. $25-$35.
Canada Day and Independence Day trivia at City-State
The first week of July is a time for celebrations in North America: Not only do Americans mark the Declaration of Independence on July 4, but Canadians take the day off on July 1 in honor of Canada Day. That national holiday commemorates the British North America Act, 1867, which united three North American colonies into the British dominion of Canada. Oh, you knew that already, eh? Sounds like you're ready for a very special edition of City-State's pub quiz, focused on Canada Day and Independence Day. Teams can have up to six members (no hosers), and there's beer for the top two teams. (But will they have a twist-off top?) 7:30 p.m. Free.
Final DowntownDC Live and DowntownDC Summer Flicks at Franklin Park
Some people like outdoor concerts. Some prefer outdoor movies. Franklin Park asks, "Why not both?" The final installment of the month-long DowntownDC Live and Summer Flicks combo starts at 4:30 p.m. with a set by singer, composer and filmmaker Be Steadwell, known for her self-described queer pop that mixes in soul and folk influences. Afterward, a double feature is shown on a large screen in a corner of the park. This week brings the 2023 live-action version of "The Little Mermaid" and "Barbie." Bring a blanket, and get dinner from a food truck or nearby restaurant. Concert 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.; movies 6 to 10 p.m. Free.
Cleveland Park Night Market at Cleveland Park Promenade
The Cleveland Park Night Market is back, and there are vendors galore. Come outside with your friends and family to shop (or even just window shop) for goods from 25 artisan local vendors. If you're looking for vintage clothing, jewelry, carpets or cultural clothing, then this market along Cleveland Park's sidewalk promenade is the place to be. 5 to 9 p.m. Free.
Step Afrika! 30th Anniversary at the Music Center at Strathmore
After three decades of groundbreaking performances around the world, Step Afrika! brings its percussive rhythms and dancing to the Music Center at Strathmore to celebrate its birthday. Founded in 1994, Step Afrika! combines traditional African dances, contemporary movement and stepping to create a unique artistic experience. The 30th anniversary, taking place over two nights, features two world-premiere performances and a guest appearance by award-winning vocal ensemble Sweet Honey in the Rock. Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. $28-$150.
'Love Island' Watch Party at Metrobar
"Love Island" watch parties are popping up left and right around the city, but this one at Metrobar has an eye-catching twist: Keenan from Season 5 is the host. It's clearly a win-win situation: You get to watch and gab with the girls over a Casa Amor Margarita, the drink of the night, while also being in presence of a previous islander who may provide golden commentary. Oh, and don't forget to vote through the Love Island USA app -- as far as we know, it's a democracy. 8 to 11:30 p.m. Free.
Foona Fest at Songbyrd
The third annual Foona Fest promises an evening of genre-bending music, zines and furries (the masks the flier encourages aren't medical in nature). Organizer Spring Silver will be joined by rap iconoclast Sir EU, Philly punk Mikie Mayo and more acts from across the underground spectrum. 6 p.m. $15-$20.
Friday Night Fishing at Diamond Teague Park
Families including kids of all ages are invited to the Anacostia River to enjoy a Friday night of fishing. You can learn to fish or just brush up on your existing skills. Anacostia Riverkeeper provides fishing gear, safety vests and a demonstration on how to fish. Adults need a D.C. fishing license to participate. If you can't make it this Friday, the program runs through Aug. 22. 5 to 8 p.m. Free; waiver required.
Open Streets: Capitol Hill
Every weekend, the blocks adjacent to Eastern Market bustle with vendors selling clothes, art and fresh produce. This Saturday, though, brings a much, much bigger pedestrian zone just to the north of the historic market. One mile of roads between Sixth and 17th streets SE -- stretches of North Carolina and Massachusetts avenues on either side of Lincoln Park -- is closed to traffic as part of the city's Open Streets program. Try yoga, Zumba or hot Pilates in the middle of the street; take a belly dance class; or listen to jazz or a brass band at the Ninth Street stage. There are more music and fitness classes at a stage in Lincoln Park, as well as vendors and hands-on activities filling the pavement. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Heritage Days in Montgomery County
Explore more than 30 historical and cultural sites in Montgomery County during the annual Heritage Days weekend, where kids and adults can participate in free educational activities, programs and tours. This is more than just looking at objects in glass cases: Visitors can catch a cheesemaking demo at the Latvian Museum, hear the Riverworks Wind Ensemble at the Riverworks Art Center, try archery and fishing at the Izaak Walton League's Conservation Farm, or try an augmented reality experience at the Oakley Cabin African American Museum and Park. The Heritage Montgomery website features a schedule of activities, including at small sites that are rarely open to the public. Saturday and Sunday from noon to 4 p.m. Free.
Go-go & Salsa at Anthem Row
What happens when two of the city's most unstoppable grooves collide? We'll find out at Anthem Row, the alley just south of Mount Vernon Square, on Saturday afternoon. On one hand, you've got the Chuck Brown Band, whose percolating go-go rhythms just go on and on. On the other, it's Bongo District, whose perky salsa and bachata sounds mix traditional flavors with covers of Michael Jackson. Each band performs a set before a jam session with all the musicians. Sit back, grab some food or a cocktail, and try to stop dancing. DJ Harry Hotter opens the show. 4 to 8 p.m. Free.
Pride Outside at Union Market
Originally scheduled to be held during WorldPride, Pride Outside was postponed until this Saturday. Here's your chance to party at Dock5 with DJs, cocktails, food trucks, pop-up tattoos and 15-minute massages. Grab a ticket for free admission, or show up after 4 p.m., when it's first-come, first-served. 1 to 6 p.m. Free.
Alexandria Pride Fair at Market Square
Alexandria's eighth annual Pride Fair in Old Town brings a marketplace, live music, dancing, food trucks, hands-on art activities, poetry workshops and drag story hour to the Market Square outside City Hall. Health services and vaccines will also be available. 3 to 6 p.m. Free.
HerndonPride at Arts Herndon
Arts Herndon hosts the second HerndonPride on its lawn Saturday, with a roller skating party, live music, art activities for kids, a drum circle, and food and mocktails, topped off with a doom metal show at 7 p.m. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Gaithersburg SummerFest at Bohrer Park
Gaithersburg's annual party draws large crowds to Bohrer Park -- so much so that the city has a post-fireworks SummerGlo After Party with music and LED-lit stilt walkers and Hula-Hoopers to try to alleviate traffic jams. Gates open at 6 p.m., with live music, family activities, food vendors and local craft breweries. (While the skate park and mini-golf course are open as usual, the on-site water park is open to city residents and members only.) Fireworks begin at about 9:20. 6 to 11 p.m. Free.
Lake Fairfax Park Fireworks
There's a lot to do at Lake Fairfax Park: the Water Mine Family Swimmin' Hole's acre of slides and lazy river; the titular lake with paddleboats and fishing; a skate park with bowls and plaza-style rails; wide-open fields and picnic areas; miles of wooded hiking trails. Good thing, because gates at the park open at noon on Saturday and the fireworks don't start until 9:15 p.m. The day includes live music, family games and food trucks, but for the best view, the Park Authority recommends arriving early and making a day of it; visitors should arrive before 8 p.m. Noon to 10 p.m. $20 per car in advance; $25 at the gate.
Brewbilee 2: A Culture and Beer Fest on Herndon Town Green
A celebration of Black-owned breweries and a family-friendly festival combine on Herndon's Town Green. Taste beers from a dozen breweries, including Prince George's County's Liquid Intrusion and Northern Virginia's Bitter Fruit, which is co-hosting the event with the Black Brew Movement. The day starts at 11 a.m. with family activities like face painting and bubble machines, as well as music from DJ Capo and a selection of vendors. Admission to the event is free, but a tasting ticket is required if you'd like unlimited samples of all the beverages. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. $40.
'Donnie Darko' '80s party at AFI Silver Theatre
Fans of cult film "Donnie Darko" know the action takes place in the fictional town of Middlesex, Virginia, in October 1988, and the soundtrack contains atmospheric '80s tunes like Joy Division's "Love Will Tear Us Apart" and Echo and the Bunnymen's "The Killing Moon." Channel those alternative vibes at a screening of a new 35mm print of "Donnie Darko," presented in conjunction with Silver Spring retro shop Halcyon Scene. There are prizes for the best '80s outfits, and AFI's bar is serving themed cocktails. 7 p.m. $8-$13.
Reworked Vintage at Vintage Vintage Vintage
Nowadays, everything is "vintage," but not everything is reworked and vintage. At Vintage Vintage Vintage -- it's undeniable if it's said three times -- you'll find pop-ups from several designers who turn old finds into something brand-new. If you're looking for a one-of-a-kind piece that's guaranteed to get compliments, you may find it at Union Market. Beverage vendors will also be on-site. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
'Vivian Browne: My Kind of Protest' at the Phillips Collection
The art and activism of painter Vivian Browne's four-decade-long career are detailed in a major retrospective landing at the Phillips Collection on Saturday. "Vivian Browne: My Kind of Protest" brings together 60 paintings and works on paper by the New York artist. Gallerygoers can learn about Browne's efforts to champion art by Black and female artists, as well as experience her unique and personal artistic style of abstraction featuring vivid color. Through Sept. 28. $20 adults; $15 ages 62 and older; $10 students and educators; free for ages 18 and under; free for military through Aug. 31.
Dew Drop Inn 10th Anniversary
Happy 10 years in business to the Dew Drop Inn, which manages to be one of our favorite places for recurring parties, like the Funset DJ night and Dyke Night, but also just off the beaten path enough that it's an enjoyable place to hang out with a beer and a book and watch the trains go by. Expect the bar's birthday party to include drink specials, free birthday cake, music and "lots of surprises." The suspense is killing us. 4 p.m. Free.
Rhythm and Rodeo at As You Are
Beyonce's "Cowboy Carter" tour takes over Northwest Stadium next week, which means there are a number of Bey-coded parties in the coming days. It's the perfect excuse for As You Are to bring back Rhythm and Rodeo, a "QTBIPOC western dance party" featuring DJ MIM, and the perfect excuse for you to give your boots and cowboy hat a test drive before the big show. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Summer Book Fair at Any Day Now
With a hot summer ahead of us, you'll need a book or two for the time you'll spend by the pool. Book lovers, particularly romance readers, might find exactly what they're looking for at a summer book fair hosted by Navy Yard cafe Any Day Now and Friends to Lovers bookstore. While you're searching for the perfect novel for a poolside day, you can relax with coffee, cocktails, wine and beer. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Souled Out Dates: '10 p.m. in D.C.' at the Howard Theatre
Drake has taken some L's over the past year or so, but the certified sad boy still has plenty of fans, including Souled Out Dates, which is bringing "the biggest Drake night in the world" to the Howard Theatre for the first time. Dance and sing along to all your favorite tracks, from "The Motto" to "Nokia," plus remixes and collabs. 10 p.m. $22.13.
Pride in the Plaza at Veterans Plaza
The finale of the months-long Drag Duels competition is one of the highlights of Pride in the Plaza, Montgomery County's annual Pride party on Silver Spring's Veterans Plaza. The day-long event features a market with vendors and booths from community groups, a family fun zone with activities for all ages, and two stages for music and drag performances. At 5 p.m., the plaza turns into the Pride Mini Ball, with ballroom performers strutting and dancing, with the theme of "We will not be silenced! We will not be erased!" Noon to 8 p.m. Free.
Industry Pride Wrap Party at Saint-Ex
Pride festivities are over, and if you survived a full month of events, you deserve a drink. Bartenders from Service Bar and the Green Zone are whipping up signature cocktails with Absolut Vodka at Saint-Ex while DJ Alex Love supplies the vibe. Tickets include one cocktail from each of the guest bartenders, while extra drinks are $10, and food is available a la carte. 7 to 11 p.m. $20.
Crate Convention at Anacostia Arts Center
The Crate Convention is back at the Anacostia Arts Center, with a selection of record dealers to browse; DJs and live performers to groove to; and vendors selling skateboards, books and original fashion. Artists create works on the spot, and a workshop teaches everyone how to produce their own tunes. This gathering celebrates the late Sly Stone, both with the music pumping from the speakers and in the Black Box Theatre, which features a screening of Questlove's documentary "Sly Lives!" Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Jonathan Van Ness Hair Master Class at the Dupont Circle hotel
You may have seen Jonathan Van Ness on "Queer Eye," because his luscious locks are hard to miss. Van Ness, the Emmy-winning TV personality, hairstylist and creator of JVN, is taking a trip to the District, and you can benefit from his knowledge, padded in all things hair, during a master class with JVN and Sephora at the Dupont Circle hotel. In this D.C. heat and insufferable humidity, many of us could use tips from a pro on all hair types. Part of the ticket proceeds will go to a local nonprofit, SMYAL, whose mission is to support LGBTQ+ youth in the city. 10 a.m. to noon. Free-$49.
'The Women's Game' at Howard Theatre
Ahead of Wednesday's soccer showdown between the U.S. and Canadian women's national teams at Audi Field, World Cup winners-turned-podcast hosts Sam Mewis and Becky Sauerbrunn join "Men in Blazers" media mogul Roger Bennett on the Howard Theatre stage, where they'll discuss all things women's soccer. Among their special guests: Canada manager Casey Stoney, the Washington Mystics' Georgia Amoore and the Washington Spirit's Croix Bethune. 7:30 p.m. $75.
Industry Night at Trouble Bird
If you've enjoyed cocktails at Lutece, Lapis or Pascual, you might have Suzy Critchlow to thank. She's the beverage director overseeing those establishments, with previous stints at bars including the Columbia Room and Thirsty Crow on her resume. Critchlow is making a guest appearance at Trouble Bird this week, so you can sample drinks from all of her bars without leaving Navy Yard. Seating is first-come, first-served, so get there early. 8 p.m. to close. Free.
Red Brick Presents a Benefit for Baldwin House at Songbyrd
D.C. promoter Red Brick Presents is behind this stacked lineup of D.C.-based acts, which features noisy rockers Tosser, experimental artist Evil, shoegazers Guttered and alt-rock act Erasergirl. The show is a benefit for Baldwin House, an affordable housing co-op and mutual aid hub in Ward 1. 7 p.m. $15-$25.
Ukrainian Wine Night at Ruta Bethesda
Ruta is usually closed on Monday, but the Bethesda restaurant is opening its doors this week for a special dinner spotlighting wine from Ukraine. Sample award-winning wines by Shabo, located near the Black Sea coast, paired with dishes designed to evoke "the refreshing tastes of summer," while Shabo CEO Giorgi Iukuridze discusses the winery. 6:30 to 9 p.m. $150.
Smithsonian Folklife Festival
Young people are in the spotlight at this year's Smithsonian Folklife Festival. The summer tradition returns to the National Mall with the broad theme "Youth and the Future of Culture," in honor of the fact that people under age 30 encompass about 52 percent of the world's population. Consider this an opportunity for the olds to find out what the youths are up to at various festival exhibits. For example, a "Streetwise" tent zeroes in on lowrider culture, street art and skateboarding, while a Museum of Contemporary American Teenagers pop-up creates spaces for teens to discuss hot topics. Other attractions include a musical lineup of young performers and screenings by young filmmakers happening in the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building. 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., with evening concerts beginning at 5:30. Free.
Bey-Hive Music Bingo at Buddy's
Another opportunity to test-drive your "Cowboy Carter" fit arrives at Buddy's, where the Columbia Heights bar is awarding prizes for the best Beyonce-inspired outfit. There will also be four rounds of Beyonce Music Bingo, where you'll have to listen carefully, identify songs and mark them on your cards to win free drinks and other rewards. 7 to 9:30 p.m. $15.
Lost City Books Summer Salon at the Line hotel
Perfectly timed to inspire summer reading lists, Adams Morgan's indie bookstore Lost City hosts a salon at the Line hotel attended by authors specializing in a range of material, from poetry to personal essays. The lineup includes Rosa Castellano, co-founder of the RVA Poetry Fest, and Ursula Villarreal-Moura, the novelist behind last year's "Like Happiness." Each writer reads a piece during the event, which is meant to connect D.C. literary fans over food and drink. 7 to 9 p.m. Free; reservations requested.
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How charges against Diddy stack up to testimony in the government's case
Sean "Diddy" Combs is charged with sex trafficking and racketeering. Here's how the government is trying to prove its case with witness testimony.
By Anne Branigin, Samantha Chery | 2025-06-26

Sean "Diddy" Combs listens as Maurene Comey questions "Jane" during Combs's sex trafficking trial in New York City on June 9. (Jane Rosenberg/Reuters)


After more than six weeks, dozens of witnesses and hundreds of bottles of baby oil presented as evidence, we are nearly at the end of Sean "Diddy" Combs's federal sex-trafficking and racketeering conspiracy trial. After the prosecution and defense deliver dueling closing arguments, the jury will probably begin deliberating by the end of this week or Monday on charges that could put Combs, 55, in prison for the rest of his life.
Prosecutors have called to the stand Combs's former girlfriends, assistants, recording artists, stylists, hotel workers and federal agents to testify about crimes they allege Combs and a small, trusted inner circle orchestrated, executed and covered up, including sex trafficking, arson, bribery, kidnapping, illicit drug use and physical abuse. To help prove the government's case, some witnesses, most of them former Combs employees, were given immunity in exchange for their honest testimony.
Combs has pleaded not guilty to racketeering conspiracy; two counts of sex trafficking by force, fraud or coercion; and two counts of transportation to engage in prostitution. His attorneys have argued that the "freak-offs" he directed when he was with two ex-girlfriends -- model and singer Cassie Ventura and an influencer and model who testified under the pseudonym "Jane" -- were consensual sex acts.
Here are the charges against Combs and key testimony and evidence prosecutors have used to support each allegation.
The government called forward a broad array of witnesses to help build the case for their most sprawling charge against Combs, racketeering conspiracy, which carries a maximum sentence of life in prison.
The prosecution alleges that Combs, protected and aided by staffers, conspired to commit and cover up crimes such as sex trafficking, kidnapping, arson and bribery. Based on the testimony and evidence presented, prosecutors have suggested that Combs's chief of staff, Kristina Khorram, and his head of security, Damion "D-Roc" Butler, were heavily involved in this alleged enterprise. Neither Khorram nor Butler have been publicly charged with any crimes.
Former personal assistants said they would stock hotel rooms with lubricant, snacks and illicit drugs for freak-offs, which the government argued required trafficking women who couldn't and didn't consent to these acts and paying male escorts to have sex.

Ex-assistant Capricorn Clark leaves after testifying in the Combs trial on May 27. (Adam Gray/Getty Images)


Some of Combs's former employees said they witnessed Combs abuse his girlfriends; several said Combs would get violent with them. One former Combs staffer, Capricorn Clark, said she was kidnapped by her boss twice. Clark alleged that, in 2011, Combs showed up at her home, disheveled and brandishing a gun, and ordered her to accompany him to the home of actor and musician Kid Cudi. When they arrived, Clark said, Combs and a security staffer broke into the home.
Kid Cudi, whose brief relationship with Ventura in 2011 enraged Combs, testified at the trial under his legal name, Scott Mescudi. Mescudi corroborated details about the break-in, as well as a separate incident a couple of weeks later, when Combs allegedly attempted to blow up the musician's car with a molotov cocktail.

Rapper Kid Cudi leaves after testifying on May 22. (Richard Drew/AP)


Most of the ex-employees who testified expressed admiration for Combs, who they say inspired them and promised to advance their careers. But they also feared him, accusing Combs of using physical force, intimidation and threats to get his way.
Eddy Garcia, a security guard contracted with the InterContinental Hotel in 2016, said Combs and his chief of staff contacted him to secure hotel footage showing Combs brutally attacking Ventura. Garcia gave Combs a USB drive with the footage from the hotel camera in exchange for $100,000 in cash, which was split between Garcia, his manager and another employee.
The defense has pushed back at these allegations by attempting to distance Combs from some of the alleged crimes. Through vigorous cross-examination, they've also attempted to chip away at these witnesses' credibility, questioning their recollection of events and Combs's influence on their choices.
The government's sex-trafficking charges against Combs, which each carry sentences between 15 years and life in prison, center on Ventura and Jane, Combs's former girlfriends. Both women described freak-offs, also known as "hotel nights" or "king nights," in graphic detail. According to their testimonies, freak-offs were closed affairs involving male escorts that sometimes lasted days. The women testified that Combs coerced them into freak-offs -- which typically involved taking drugs to keep them compliant -- and that he dictated how the sex acts would go and when they would end, all while watching and sometimes recording the encounters.
Ventura and Jane both described Combs as a charming figure.
But Ventura, who dated the hip-hop impresario on and off from 2007 to 2018 and was signed to his Bad Boy record label, alleged that Combs groomed her and threatened to stifle her career if she didn't meet his demands, including for freak-offs. Combs's physical abuse of Ventura -- as was shown in the InterContinental Hotel surveillance video from 2016 -- also compelled her to participate and, ultimately, plan freak-offs, the prosecution argued. Eventually, he used recordings of the freak-offs to blackmail her, Ventura alleged.

Cassie Ventura and Combs in 2015. (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)


Witnesses who worked for Combs, as well as those in Ventura's inner circle, supported Ventura's account of Combs's abuse during their relationship.
Jane, who dated Combs from 2021 to 2024, testified that she felt "obligated" to perform in freak-offs, especially once he began paying her rent, part of an informal "love contract" where he agreed to give her a $10,000 allowance. (This went exclusively to her monthly rent, which Combs is still paying, she said.)
The government posited that Combs deceived Jane by enticing her with extravagant trips, expensive gifts and the promise of a real relationship, then pushing her to do freak-offs. Lengthy texts between the couple showed Jane had repeatedly voiced her frustration with Combs over the years. Combs responded by gaslighting her and threatening to end the relationship (and the financial support), according to her testimony and text and audio messages. Combs was violent with her only once, she said; after the fight, Combs ordered her to do a freak-off, she testified.
During cross-examination, the defense used sexually explicit text messages and comments from the women to suggest that they were willing participants in Combs's unorthodox sexual lifestyle. Combs's attorneys also highlighted the opportunities the women had to leave these encounters, or the relationship. The physical abuse was "mutual" in these toxic relationships, but not evidence of sex trafficking, the defense has argued.
Related to the sex-trafficking counts, Combs also faces two counts of transportation to engage in prostitution, which each carry a 10-year maximum sentence. Combs's drug-fueled freak-offs allegedly involved sex acts with male participants and occurred in hotel rooms around the world, including in New York City, Atlanta, Los Angeles, Miami, Turks and Caicos, and Ibiza.
These male participants were recruited in a variety of ways, according to witness testimony, including from escort services such as Cowboys 4 Angels and adult films. Those not personally suggested by Combs were subject to Combs's approval, according to testimony and records obtained by the government. According to Jane and Ventura, an established network of men would have sex with them as Combs gave instruction and watched.

In a courtroom sketch, a screen is shown as Assistant U.S. Attorney Emily Johnson questions Special Agent DeLeassa Penland on June 16. (Jane Rosenberg/Reuters)


These men were typically paid between $1,500 and $6,000 at the end of the session. The money fluctuated depending on how pleased Combs was with their performance, according to Ventura's testimony: Those who didn't "finish," or instances where no sex took place, resulted in less or sometimes no money.
These charges are particularly controversial, with critics pointing to the racialized way the government has historically wielded the Mann Act.
Before trial, Combs tried unsuccessfully to get these counts dropped. His lawyers have since tried to argue that Combs paid these men for their time, not to have sex.
The jury does not have to convict Combs on sex-trafficking charges to find him guilty of violating the Mann Act, because these counts relate to the transportation and use of male escorts (the "commercial sex workers" in the federal indictment) with the alleged victims.
Shayna Jacobs and Wesley Parnell contributed to this report.
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'M3gan 2.0' updates its programming for a cheeky action-thriller
The killer doll returns, rebooted as an unlikely hero.
By Ty Burr | 2025-06-26

M3gan in "M3gan 2.0," directed by Gerard Johnstone. (Geoffrey Short/Universal Pictures)


Any technology we don't fully comprehend we turn into horror, a truism that reaches back to Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein" (medical science) and ahead to "The Ring" (VCRs). Of late, the bogeymen have been AI and robotics, so we get movies like "Ex Machina" and villains like the Entity in the "Mission: Impossible" movies.
And "M3gan" (2022), which mashed up "Ex Machina" and Chucky from the Child's Play franchise for a big, goofy hit about an artificially intelligent doll that takes its directive to protect its owner to murderous extremes. A sequel was inevitable, and since the only thing anyone talked about with the first movie was the doll, in "M3gan 2.0," she has morphed from the series's creepy-crawly villain to something very much like its hero. This is not a spoiler, this is canon. (See "Terminator 2.")
The movie itself has metastasized from a tidy scream fest to a noisy, sprawling action-thriller-sci-fi extravaganza with the fate of the world hanging in the balance. Which would be annoying if the filmmakers took any of it seriously. But writer-director Gerard Johnstone and co-writer Akela Cooper, both returnees, keep the pace fast enough to paper over the incomprehensible plot and, more important, retain the first movie's self-mocking humor. The result is enjoyably over-the-top summer junk, which, honestly, a lot of us could use right now.
Also returning are Allison Williams as Gemma Forrester, the roboticist and toy developer who invented M3gan and in the new film has become a vocal advocate for limiting children's access to technology (reasonable enough when an AI doll has tried to kill most of your friends); Violet McGraw as Gemma's niece Cady, now a moody 12-year-old and budding computer coder; and Gemma's research associates, stalwart Tess (Jen Van Epps) and klutzy Cole (Brian Jordan Alvarez).
Where's M3gan? As the end of the last film hinted, hanging out in Gemma's smart-home network, waiting to be re-bodied. When a bigger, badder AI cyborg from a Department of Defense operation goes rogue, Gemma and her team are tasked with finding it before it finds the film's MacGuffin, which isn't exactly a floppy disk, but you're getting warm.
I can tell you that M3gan does make an eventual triumphant appearance in her original form, which is to say she still looks like an extra Olsen twin left out in the lab overnight. (Amie Donald continues to play the doll in scenes where the character isn't straight-up CGI, and Jenna Davis once more provides M3gan's chipper/snarly voice.) Before then, there's some fine found comedy involving the genie of M3gan in the bottle of a Teletubby-style toy, and the striking Ukrainian actress Ivanna Sakhno has been cast as the rogue cyborg, Amelia, giving off a chilly/sexy Terminatrix vibe that's the scariest thing in the movie.

Amelia (Ivanna Sakhno) in "M3gan 2.0." (Universal Pictures)



Violet McGraw as Cady. (Geoffrey Short/Universal Pictures)


But where "M3gan" was content to dabble in jump scares and PG-13 slasher tropes, "M3gan 2.0" has its eye on the bigger prize of anchoring the title character as a major pop-culture icon. (Think Freddy Krueger or the Minions.) The sequel is full of soldiers and SWAT teams running this way and that, busy fight scenes and action sequences, a miraculous basement research facility with everything you need to stop Armageddon, a secret villain you'll spot from the first frame, and everything short of a countdown doomsday device. Whoops, the movie has that, too.
It also has a willingness to undercut any solemnity with welcome silliness. Jemaine Clement ("What We Do in the Shadows," "Flight of the Conchords") is deliciously pompous as a tech CEO with a neuro-implant that gets him out of his wheelchair and onto the dance floor -- it's a pity "M3gan 2.0" doesn't do more with him. M3gan herself/itself has been given all the snarky comeback lines but still bursts into treacly pop songs at the most inopportune times. The movie feels preprogrammed, but the programming works.
Williams's task is to keep a straight face as the film's nominal lead character, which she does ably and rather anonymously. Anyway, the humans are decidedly secondary in this franchise. There are some half-formed ideas in the script about using technology cautiously if we don't want to lose out to the coming AI master race. But based on the likely box office receipts for this movie, I'd say the AI has already won.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains strong violent content, bloody images, some strong language, sexual material, brief drug references. 119 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'Familiar Touch' takes audiences gently into that good night
Stage star Kathleen Chalfant plays a woman adjusting to memory care.
By Ty Burr | 2025-06-26

Kathleen Chalfant in "Familiar Touch." (Music Box Films)


An elderly woman rises, gets dressed and makes breakfast in a well-appointed kitchen. With a chef's precision, she fries the eggs, chops onions and parsley, takes a piece of toast and leaves it on the dish-drying rack. A stranger arrives, a man whose name she doesn't know, and she serves him the meal. The stranger is her son, and today she's being taken to memory care in an assisted-living facility.
Because we live in a culture that obsessively worships youth, movies about old age are few. Yet more of them seem to be arriving as the baby boom generation starts to disappear over the horizon. Brutal truth-tellers like "Amour" (2012) and "The Father" (2021) with Anthony Hopkins, a joyous comedy like "Thelma" (2024). Of these films, Sarah Friedland's "Familiar Touch" may be the gentlest and most mysterious, presenting the narrowing days of a woman's life as a kind of lucid dreaming -- a stepping backward into a child's sensations and then further, into an amniotic state of simply being.
Patient, observant and slow, "Familiar Touch" benefits immeasurably from the presence of Kathleen Chalfant as the woman, Ruth Goldman. A New York stage actress, Chalfant has made few film appearances, but her Broadway performances in Tony Kushner's "Angels in America" and as the cancer patient in Margaret Edson's Pulitzer Prize-winning "Wit" are legendary, and this movie's director and we are lucky to have her. Chalfant gives her role the rich specificity of a woman you know -- a friend's mother or grandmother, say -- and she's able to evoke an entire life history with a gesture or a look.
So her Ruth is elegant with a core of street wisdom. What we learn of her is piecemeal: born and raised in Brooklyn (and often thinks she's still there); a life in restaurant kitchens -- "I'm a cook, not a chef," she brusquely insists. Somehow, she ended up well-off on the West Coast. Her dementia is a cause for baffled wonderment more than for fear or agitation, although she tells Vanessa (Carolyn Michelle), her primary caregiver at Bella Vista, "I'm not one of those elderly people you have to watch all the time," and she unloads detailed instructions for making borscht onto Vanessa's boss Brian (Andy McQueen), saying, "Could someone who has you-know-what tell you that recipe?"
In the closed, kind world Friedland gives us, Vanessa and Brian are indulgent with Ruth, treating her with attention, respect, caution and humor. "Familiar Touch" sees all sides of their lives, too -- we eavesdrop on conversations about unionizing and about elderly relatives who can't afford a "geriatric country club" like Bella Vista. The film quietly acknowledges issues of race and class when Ruth offers to set up Vanessa, who's Black, with her brother, who's "active in the civil rights protests." Yet connection rather than division is the watchword, and a scene or two later, Vanessa is brought to tears when Ruth's reading of a recipe's ingredients reminds her of her own mother.

Kathleen Chalfant and Carolyn Michelle in "Familiar Touch." (Music Box Films)


"Familiar Touch" is told in images that linger and at a pace that pauses to take in the world around Ruth; it shares her amazement at the wrinkled tissue of her skin or the chip clip in a woman's hair. (An end credit informs us that the film was shot in collaboration with the residents and staff of Villa Gardens continuing care retirement community in Pasadena, California.) There's no musical score to steer our emotions, and in that hush, each moment becomes precious, as if (and because) it will be lost to Ruth's memory within minutes.
There's an indelible sadness to all this, of course -- I don't know that I've seen a more moving scene this year than Ruth in the shower, suddenly remembering her son's name and then weeping with the knowledge that it will be gone. But there's also a tranquility to the film that's a benediction -- a sense of giving oneself back to the universe in all its enormity.
Our society treats aging like a curse never to be mentioned instead of the inevitability it is, but Friedland's film (and Chalfant's meticulous performance) challenges us to see it head-on. Some may not be up to the challenge. "Familiar Touch" will probably stymie viewers who like their films moving with appointed speed, and I imagine audiences in the bloom of youth will shrink from it in horror. Yet others may see themselves in the character of the son, Steve (H. Jon Benjamin) -- a middle-aged architect and a good man -- who serves as the film's anchor of sorrow, concern and deep, abiding love.
A personal note: The critic has recently returned from a school reunion where his classmates, weathered and no longer young, compared notes on looking after parents in their 90s, parents with dementia, parents with bones as brittle as tinder. The love and care I heard in their voices permeates "Familiar Touch," enough for me to want to recommend the film to them and to anyone in the same big boat, watching our mothers and fathers fade into the night while feeling the breeze on the back of our own necks. To be here is blessing enough, whether we remember it or not.
Unrated. At AFI Silver Theatre and Cinema Arts Theatre. Contains intimations of mortality. 91 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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In its fourth season, 'The Bear' gets back to basics
Ayo Edebiri and Jeremy Allen White reprise their roles as damaged chefs trying to fix their restaurant and their mistakes in Hulu's Emmy-winning dramedy. 
By Lili Loofbourow | 2025-06-26

Jeremy Allen White as Carmen Berzatto in Season 4 of "The Bear." (FX)


This review contains mild spoilers for Seasons 1 through 4 of "The Bear."
The fourth season of "The Bear" starts off feeling like a reprise, or worse. Once again, our troubled culinary wunderkind Carmy Berzatto (Jeremy Allen White) responds to a crisis -- here, a mixed review of his new restaurant in the Chicago Tribune -- by promising his business partner and protege Sydney Adamu (Ayo Edebiri) he'll do better, while she worries he's drawing all the wrong conclusions. She looks skeptical and lightly exasperated. He looks haunted and desperate to connect. Psychologically, this is all correct. Believable. On-point.
Dramatically, it's a bit stale. Carmy overcorrects in a frenzy of self-reproach, Sydney continues to agonize over whether to stick around or decamp to join Adam Shapiro (Adam Shapiro) in a new venture. The restaurant is once again (or still) in trouble. Carmy rehashes old conversations with his deceased brother Mikey (Jon Bernthal), struggles to face his ex-girlfriend Claire (Molly Gordon) and fails to reconcile with Richie (Ebon Moss-Bachrach), who's still coming to terms with his ex-wife Tiffany's (Gillian Jacobs) remarriage. And the clock is counting down to the moment the place will need to turn a profit or close.
That this all feels a little warmed-over isn't exactly an accident. "The Bear" has won acclaim (and awards) for how realistically it captures the restaurant business' constant sense of emergency, but it's also, essentially, a show about ruts; a "Groundhog Day" clip even pops up this season to drive the point home. Christopher Storer and Joanna Calo's dramedy about depression and trauma and restaurant work -- repetitive, draining experiences all -- is built around a repressed, ruminative chef whose talent in the kitchen is matched only by the intensity and cyclicity of his obsessive thoughts. Professionally warped by an abusive boss (Joel McHale) and personally haunted by his family's dysfunction, Carmy doesn't so much persevere as perseverate.
He knows this. But four seasons in, it's fair to ask (of the show, and of Carmy) whether self-awareness is enough.
"The Bear's" initial story questions -- Can Carmy find a way to recover and change and thrive? Can he gently transform and perhaps redeem the world Mikey left? -- have always messily (and sometimes charmingly) coexisted with a slough of other issues the show has thematized and explored. These include Chicago, fine dining, class, gentrification, service, vocation, addiction, abuse, codependency, mentorship and art.
The show does not handle all these subjects equally well. Its highly intrusive camera can be sure-footed, selective, brutal and precise in ways that brilliantly serve the story. It can also veer into a mode I would characterize as wild-eyed, indulgent and conceptually lazy. This latter, more rhapsodic register, into which the series routinely falls whenever people are making or eating or discussing or simply in the presence of good food, feels divorced from painful questions the show also knowingly raises, such as: Is it a "win" for a place such as the Original Beef, where locals go for cheap, delicious, satiating sandwiches, to become a fine-dining establishment nearby residents surely can't afford? We know what the characters want, but should we be rooting for this?

Ayo Edebiri, left, as Sydney Adamu and Liza Colon-Zayas as Tina in Season 4 of "The Bear." (FX)


That tension came to a head in the show's somewhat controversial third season, in which Carmy decided that success would require earning a Michelin star. "The Bear" seemed unsure of what exactly it wanted to say about food and drive and excellence and creativity and burnout. A transcendent episode such as "Napkins" (about how a desperate, out-of-work Tina, played by the extraordinary Liza Colon-Zayas, came to meet Mikey at the Beef) sat oddly with the montages of famous kitchens, precious (or monstrous) bosses, well-meaning homages to Chicago eateries, and speeches about luxury restaurants as sacred spaces where "ordinary" people gather (in particular, the cringy dialogue among real-life chefs in the Season 3 finale).
That the show tried to love high and low cuisine equally, without seeming to take a side, didn't mean it always worked. I am, for instance, in the minority that dislikes "Forks," the second-season episode featuring Richie's five-day stint staging at Ever, a fictional fine-dining establishment headed by Chef Terry (Olivia Colman), one of Carmy's more benevolent teachers and mentors. It stands out to me as an example of "The Bear's" sporadic need to make the viewer share (rather than merely witness) a character's epiphany or personal transformation. I can believe that Richie buys the staff's line that there is nobility and meaning in polishing silverware for free and that a place charging hundreds per person is delivering a net social good and making dreams come true. It shouldn't matter that I don't value that definition of service myself, but the show needs me to if I'm to invest in Richie's long-term arc. For a show that insists on ambivalence and complexity, the episode leaves little room for skepticism.
Similarly, I suppose I can buy that Richie impressed the staff at Ever in the five days he spent there. I don't believe that Chef Terry would pause to blow him a kiss before delivering her goodbye speech to a roomful of lifelong friends on the night she's closing her world-famous restaurant. It rang false. "The Bear" is artful in its portrayals of earned sentimentality; the show's characters are eerily good at sniffing out any false note. It's strange to watch a series this good at emotional honesty strain for a bizarre and spurious connection.
That's all to say that I tend to find the show's engagement with real-world food culture quite interesting on its own terms but -- as executed -- oddly detrimental to the central story. In this regard, the fourth season, which returns to the core ensemble, is a massive improvement, though fans of the food cinematography will no doubt miss it.

Ebon Moss-Bachrach, in mirror, as Richie Jerimovich and Carmy in Season 4. (FX)


There are also, despite the dreary sense of recursion with which the season opens, some telling (and welcome) changes. The most significant is the show's use of dreamwork. The series has largely channeled Carmy's tormented subconscious; it opens with his titular nightmare facing the bear on the bridge, and you could probably make a montage of him waking up to screeching alarm clocks. This season, the dreams (and nightmares, and nightmarish wake-ups) are mostly Syd's. There is less Sugar (Abby Elliott) and less Tina this season, but Syd's world and thought process gets nicely built out, most notably in an excellent episode co-written by Edebiri and Lionel Boyce. (Danielle Deadwyler guest-stars as Syd's cousin and hairdresser.)
As for the restaurant and its fate: The early hope that a fresh start might expurgate the sadness and dysfunction plaguing the Original Beef -- or build on its best aspects and leave the worst behind -- seems to be fading. The first season ended with a theory of renewal mixed with rejection: The Beef would have to die so that the Bear could live. Or be reborn. Or something. Mikey's note, "Let it rip," was literal: Carmy needed to tear it down to remake it into something hopeful, lovely and new.
It is therefore symbolically messy, but also fabulous and interesting, that this hypothesis failed; the sandwich window remains the only profitable part of the business. (This drives an amusing B-story featuring Rob Reiner and Edwin Lee Gibson's character, Ebra.) Healing and repair don't always take the expected path.
Good mottos, too, have their limits: This season trades Chef Terry's reminder that "Every second counts" for her observation that diners remember the people more than the food. Formally speaking, this season delivers a lovely companion piece to "Ice Chips," the episode in which Sugar gets stuck giving birth with her mother, Donna (Jamie Lee Curtis), as her "support" person. There is also an episode that's functionally an antidote to "Fishes," the memorable, nightmarish episode guest-starring Sarah Paulson, John Mulaney and Bob Odenkirk (among others) that culminates in Mikey throwing a fork. And if the Season 3 finale contained some missteps, the fourth-season finale is a masterpiece that could easily end the series. (Plotwise, the final turn is faintly bewildering, but I don't care much about the restaurant or the food; I care about why the show's characters care -- and why they come, and stay, and leave.)
Best of all, the season justifies those early reprises. Each time the show revisits an earlier scene, it adds a layer that deepens the group's (and the show's, and the audience's) sense of shared meaning. It's a very beautiful thing to watch all those separate elements, and their associated dreams and nightmares, start to link up.
The Bear, Season 4 (10 episodes) is available for streaming on FX/Hulu.
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Why the talk around 'Love Island USA' is turning explosive
"Love Island USA" issued a warning Tuesday for its viewers to spread positive messages and not negativity.
By Herb Scribner, Jade Tran | 2025-06-26

The "Love Island USA" cast in Fiji. (Ben Symons/Peacock)


The team behind "Love Island USA" wants viewers to focus on positivity and kindness, rather than the harsh online criticism that often accompanies the show.
"We appreciate the fans, the passion for the series, and the amazing group of Islanders who are sharing their summer with us," reads a statement posted Tuesday on the show's X account. "Please just remember they're real people -- so let's be kind and spread the love!" A similar note was included in the episode.
The statement comes as the show's most recent season -- which has more than 1 billion minutes viewed across its first nine episodes -- has picked up steam and caused a stir among viewers and fans. Peacock posted a similar note last season. Specifically, there's been a lot of talk about the show's episode that aired Sunday on Peacock that saw fan favorites Jeremiah Brown and Hannah Fields exit the show. Fans weren't pleased.
"Love Island USA" -- a reboot of the original "Love Island," based in Britain -- follows the traditional format of putting hotties in a tropical villa, where they're filmed for days hooking up, starting relationships and trying to navigate their emotional baggage. "Bombshells" -- newer and even sexier single people -- enter the show to stir the pot as contestants vie for $100,000 and, hopefully, a long-term romance.
Here's what you need to know about the recent controversy and why it's caused such a disruption online. Beware of spoilers!
This weekend, America's votes left Jeremiah,  Jose "Pepe" Garcia-Gonzalez and Austin Shepard as the least-popular boys, and Hannah, Amaya Espinal and Iris Kendall as the least-popular girls. It was up to the safe Islanders to pick which of them would be leaving the villa.
It was quick from there -- the girls chose Hannah, and the boys tapped Jeremiah. This was, by many standards, a wild decision. Hannah's departure left her partner, Pepe, single, and immediately forces Andreina Santos, who was chopping it up with Jeremiah, on the hook to find someone else to date.

From left, Jeremiah Brown, Jose "Pepe" Garcia-Gonzalez, Austin Shepard and Hannah Fields during this season. (Ben Symons/Peacock)


Fans on social media were shocked by the decision, given that Hannah and Jeremiah both seemed to be making connections with other castmates -- which is ostensibly the point of a show called "Love Island."
Some fans suspect Hannah was dropped because she had started to build a relationship with Pepe, and the other women on the show saw her as a threat to win but also as someone who was "closed-off" quickly once making connections.
As for the boys, well, Jeremiah wasn't exactly a favorite in the villa, even though he was one of the original contestants in the season. Fans pointed out that Ace Greene had gripes with Jeremiah for his decision to date Huda Mustafa, Iris and Andreina. Some fans saw Ace's vote against Jeremiah as a play to win the entire season, according to Deadline.
And who can forget -- possibly the most viral moment of the season happened between Nic Vansteenberghe and Huda when Huda revealed she had a child. (Mamacita?) Later Nic became interested in Andreina.
On the most recent episodes -- spoiler alert -- the girls have entered Casa Amor, where they were met by a group of new men to couple up with, while a group of new Islanders entered the villa to test their relationships with the boys. As of Tuesday, both Nic and another fan favorite, Olandria Carthen, were on the outs. However, it's likely we'll see them again.
Some fans think that the producers have rigged the show to favor Huda -- a fitness trainer who, despite being criticized by the fan base, has managed to survive on the show, while Hannah and Jeremiah, two favorites, were voted off, and now Olandria and Nic, too. For all of Huda's faults, which include territorial behavior over Jeremiah during their relationship, she has made for entertaining television and is seen by some as a dark horse to win the season -- and maybe in a redemption era of her own.
Other fans just really want Jeremiah back -- plus Olandria and Nic. We all know that someone has to go, but typically on the show, those with the best connections endure, and those without a partner are on the chopping block.
Yes. In addition to the statement released Tuesday, the show's host, Ariana Madix, warned viewers to not be haters on the cast.
"Don't be contacting people's families, don't be doxing people, don't be going on Islanders' pages and saying rude things," she Saturday said on "Aftersun," a special episode to discuss what's going on in the villa, after the recent episodes.
"You still have time to delete all that, because the Islanders don't have their phones, because this is an amazing fun and beautiful show, and we should be thanking each of these Islanders every day for giving us themselves, so be nice. Be nice, or I'll come find you," she said.
The warning from the show's producers about online hatred isn't unfounded. The British version of "Love Island" has a tragic history. For years, experts have worried that the show has psychological effects on its contestants, as it regularly shows their drama to millions of viewers. Previous contestants have died by suicide, according to the Guardian,  after facing online abuse they suffered from critics and viewers.
British media regulators have received thousands of complaints about the series, including an episode where Islanders watched a clip of one contestant telling a woman on the show that he was interested in her -- even though he was supposedly with someone else.
"Love Island" has looked to show that it's considering the mental health of contestants, in both Britain and the United States. In 2021, during the seventh season of the British franchise,   contestants received "a proactive aftercare package" and "comprehensive psychological support" to support their mental health, according to the Guardian.
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-06-25

Exhibitions on view at the National Portrait Gallery include "Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell" and "From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years." (Valerie Plesch/For The Washington Post)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Four exhibitions are on view through Aug. 10: "David A. Douglas: Intersections," "Soaring (Narsha)," "The Teen Experience" and "Anarchy Loosed Upon the World: Vintage Photographs of the War in Vietnam." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate.
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through August. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through December. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY "How to Be a Power Player: Tudor Edition," through July 31. More than 60 objects from the Folger collection exemplify social climbing in Tudor England. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Capital Accommodations," Saturday through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," Saturday through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Jan. 3, 2027. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM "Bond in Motion," through September. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
*IRENE AND RICHARD FRARY GALLERY "Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore," though Sept. 6. Johns Hopkins's D.C. campus displays the work of more than a dozen Baltimore artists. 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. washingtondc.jhu.edu
KREEGER MUSEUM "Water in the Gas," through Aug. 23. Spanning 1934 to 1965, a selection of works from the museum's collection reflects themes of citizenship, censorship, industry, labor and sovereignty. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005.
"C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON "Portals," through Sept. 7. Paintings, sculptures and installations investigate the myriad ways in which a portal can be defined, from a physical passage to a mystical gateway.
"Olivia Tripp Morrow: (Un)tethered," through Sept. 7. The museum's resident artist uses embroidery, fiber-based installations and sculptural works to reflect on her experience caring for her mother during a brief battle with cancer. 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee.
"Road to Revolution," through Aug. 6, 2026. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "Capital Brutalism," through Monday. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Oct. 5. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter 2026. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August 2026. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "Elizabeth Catlett: A Black Revolutionary Artist," through July 6. More 150 works from the D.C.-born sculptor and graphic artist capture the injustices she witnessed living in the United States and Mexico.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 3. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Forensic Science on Trial," through July 6. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Body Transformed: Contemporary South Asian Photographs and Prints," through Aug. 17. A selection of works focused on the human form from the likes of Krishna Reddy, Chitra Ganesh and Jyoti Bhatt.
"Delighting Krishna: Paintings of the Child-God," through Aug. 24. For the first time since the 1970s, 14 pichwais -- paintings of Krishna on cotton cloth -- are on view.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26, 2026. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Uncanny," through Aug. 10. A variety of artworks connected by themes of surreal imaginings, unsafe spaces and the uncanny valley.
"A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," through Sept. 28. More than 40 objects document the Women's Studio Workshop's history as a champion of book arts for marginalized communities.
"Guerrilla Girls: Making Trouble," through Sept. 28. The Guerrilla Girls artist collective marks its 40th anniversary with a visual timeline of its works, which explore politics, environmental issues, pop culture and gender disparity in the arts.
"Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7, 2026. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION "Essex Hemphill: Take Care of Your Blessings," through Aug. 31. A presentation of works from artists who knew the 20th-century poet and activist, as well as those inspired by him decades later.
"Vivian Browne: My Kind of Protest," Saturday through Sept. 28. An exhibition featuring paintings, prints and works on paper by Browne, a co-founder of the Black Emergency Cultural Coalition. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY "Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2, 2026. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Can a reality TV 'villain' change the narrative? Tom Sandoval is trying.
Tom Sandoval of Bravo's Vanderpump "Scandoval" fame tries to shed his villain reputation by auditioning for Simon Cowell on "America's Got Talent."
By Emily Yahr | 2025-06-26

Tom Sandoval, with his band the Most Extras, auditions on the June 24 episode of "America's Got Talent." (Trae Patton/NBC)


Tom Sandoval looked both nervous and determined as he walked down a backstage hallway. His sequined, emerald-green jacket shimmered as he sipped water, slapped his palms together and shook out his shoulders like a boxer loosening up before a match. Except in this case, the Bravo reality TV veteran was walking out with his musical group to face four celebrity judges on Tuesday's episode of NBC's competition series "America's Got Talent" and the millions of viewers at home.
First, the show had to explain the significance of Sandoval's appearance (beyond the usual NBCUniversal cross-channel synergy).
"Do you know who Tom Sandoval is?" a producer asked judge and series creator Simon Cowell. "Well, he's left 'Vanderpump Rules,' and he's here to audition with his band."
Or, as Sandoval, 42, elaborated in his own intimate moment with the camera crew:
"A couple of years ago, I made some really bad choices and was involved in a very bad cheating scandal. And I let down a lot of people. It pretty much destroyed my life. ... Ever since then, it's like everything that I do is completely criticized."
Two years ago, Sandoval, a star of the popular "Vanderpump Rules" -- which chronicled the staff shenanigans at a restaurant owned by a former Real Housewife -- cheated on Ariana Madix, his girlfriend of nine years, with her close friend and fellow cast member Raquel Leviss. The affair controversy exploded into the mainstream news cycle, dubbed "Scandoval."
Madix leveraged the public sympathy into lucrative brand deals, Broadway and TV hosting gigs. Leviss, after absorbing an onslaught of social-media hate, rebranded herself as a mental health advocate. Sandoval, facing an enormous backlash ... went on another reality TV show, "Special Forces: World's Toughest Test." And then another ("The Masked Singer") and another ("The Traitors"). Now he is set to appear, perhaps not surprisingly, on the ultimate VIP lounge for reality TV heels, E!'s "House of Villains."
In the past, notorious reality TV stars who try to stretch out their fame in the genre might have been tagged with the "villain" label forever. But Sandoval is trying out a modern strategy: The sheer number of reality shows, each with multiple storylines, offers the opportunity for years-long character development. Perhaps, if you stay in the spotlight long enough to show different sides of yourself, people might just stop caring about what you did in the first place.
Sandoval appeared to take another step toward that goal on "America's Got Talent."
"I feel a lot of pressure," he admitted on camera. "I just hope the audience and the judges see who I am, as a musician, versus just somebody on a reality show."
So Sandoval took the stage with his eight backup musicians after a woman attempting to break a record for butt-Hula-Hooping and before an acrobatic roller-skating duo. Cowell grilled him about why he wanted to make the jump from TV to music.
"With being on a reality show, it's very much about your personal life, and a couple of years ago, I was involved in a scandal, and I was labeled the most hated man in America by the New York Times," Sandoval explained. "It was really, really rough, and I was in a very dark place. I felt as though I had nothing in my life, and this band was the only thing that kept me going."
He said his goal was to tour the world with his new group as "the ultimate cover band."
As Sandoval and his musicians set up, the other judges quickly conferred.
"What was the scandal?" asked a confused Sofia Vergara.
"He slept with his girlfriend's best friend," Howie Mandel replied.
"No wonder nobody liked him, then," Spice Girl Mel B added.
Cowell sniffed: "Do you know how not interested I am in any of that stuff?"
Cue the music to A-ha's 1980s synth anthem "Take On Me": Sandoval danced and jumped and hoisted the microphone stand to the heavens. When he hit the high note ("I'll be gone ... in a day or twoooooo") Cowell couldn't help but grin as the audience went wild and the judges stood to cheer.
"You made me smile, you gave me happy vibes," Mel B gushed.
Cowell demurred. "For me, the vocals weren't great, Tom, I'm going to be honest with you," he said, as boos rained down. "However, not everyone comes on this show to get a record deal. Sometimes it's about being true to who you are." Cue the cheers!
With four votes for "yes," Sandoval and the Most Extras were on to the next round. As the band excitedly retreated backstage, Mel B decided that Sandoval's past shouldn't matter: "That's real life, that's what happens to some people. ... Who cares?" It had to have been music to Sandoval's ears.
Gibson Johns, a writer and podcaster ("Gabbing with Gib") on the Bravo beat, has covered the Scandoval aftermath closely.
"Regardless of how you feel about Tom Sandoval, when he does something, he does it 150 percent," Johns told The Washington Post. On Fox's "Special Forces: World's Toughest Test," Sandoval let JoJo Siwa literally carry him on her back. On Peacock's "The Traitors," Sandoval provided comic relief by singing like a creepy doll.
"There is, unfortunately or fortunately, something kind of ...," Gibson paused. "It's endearing, that's the word I'm looking for. It's the full effort he puts into everything."
Sandoval also gave it his all in 2023 on Fox's fever dream of a vocal competition "The Masked Singer," where he disguised himself as a psychedelic deep-sea diver tangled with a cartoonish octopus and belted Journey's "Any Way You Want It." He described the freedom of hiding behind a disguise.
"It hurts when I get judged by people who have never even met me," he said in a sorrowful introductory clip. "But I'm hoping all that will melt away when I hit the stage."
So why is he going on the third season of "House of Villains," set to air next year, on which reality TV veterans compete to be named "America's Ultimate Supervillain"?
Sandoval did not respond to our request for comment, so we called Season 1 cast member Jon Dalton, a.k.a. "Jonny Fairplay," who previously earned his "villain" card from a 2003 stint on "Survivor," when he lied about his grandmother dying to win sympathy and a reward challenge.
Unlike Sandoval, Dalton has basked in the hatred. He had a delightful time with his co-stars on "House of Villains," where he figured that viewers know enough now to take the tongue-in-cheek title as intended.
"The world of reality TV has changed so much," he said. "... I can't imagine anyone doing that show and leaving with a worse reputation."
Ultimately, he understands why a perhaps conflicted Sandoval would nonetheless choose to join the cast and compete for the villain title. If you want to continue to be on TV ... well, you have to continue to be on TV.
"You always strike while the iron is hot," Dalton said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/tv/2025/06/25/tom-sandoval-villain-agt-scandoval/
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Pitt crew helps 'F1' succeed with flying colors
Brad Pitt's Formula One drama offers summer audiences just the right amount of noise, spectacle and movie-star magic.
By Ann Hornaday | 2025-06-25

Damson Idris, left, and Brad Pitt star in "F1." (Warner Bros. Pictures/Apple Original Films)


There's no better time for a throwback than summer, and "F1 the Movie" is here to send audiences to a blissful era before constant cape slop, when the movies were loud, their stars were hot and the male main-character energy was flowing with exhilarating abandon.
From its opening scene -- a credits montage featuring Brad Pitt, producer Jerry Bruckheimer and Led Zeppelin's "Whole Lotta Love" -- "F1" settles into a supremely confident, viscerally entertaining groove: an old-school, still-handsome movie star; sexy racecars; roaring crowds; vintage Zep; fireworks -- "F1" has it all, and that's just in the first 10 minutes.
What follows in "F1," true to its title, may be formula. But it's one that works, even when the constant vrooms, tricky turns and explanatory dialogue threaten to become tediously repetitive. "F1" is directed by Joseph Kosinski from a script by Ehren Kruger -- the same team that brought us the irresistibly nostalgic "Top Gun: Maverick" a few years ago. Kosinski and Kruger co-wrote "F1's" story, in which Pitt's Sonny Hayes, who after a promising early career in Formula One racing has been busted down to driving one-off competitions for hire, returns to the circuit for one last chance at the championship.
It's a plot as old as the horseless carriage, but in "F1," it's fuel-injected by an exceptionally appealing cast: Sure, we've all witnessed the old crime boss/close friend/comrade in arms asking the protagonist to come back for one last job. But when it's Javier Bardem doing the asking, with Pitt as his skeptical foil, even the hoariest scene in Final Draft's user manual becomes a playfully pleasurable seduction. Bardem plays Ruben, who was Sonny's teammate when a traumatic crash sent them in different directions: Ruben now owns a struggling team that needs to get points on the board, or else he'll be forced to sell.
It's no surprise that Sonny comes home: in this case, to a sport that operates more like a family business than cutthroat competition. The motley, bracingly polyglot crew he joins includes technical director Kate (Kerry Condon); team principal Kasper (Kim Bodnia); a shark-eyed board member (Tobias Menzies); and a young, hotshot driver named Joshua Pearce, played with cocksure self-possession by Damson Idris. (Logos for real-life F1 sponsors Rolex, T-Mobile, Heineken and Tommy Hilfiger play themselves.)
The intergenerational friction between Sonny and Joshua accounts for much of the narrative tension -- and humor -- in "F1," with Pitt and Idris milking every moment of aggression, overcompensation and unwelcome humility for maximum effect. But the joys of "F1" can be found even in the smaller moments, especially those anchored by Joshua's mother, Bernadette, portrayed by Sarah Niles with a slyly observant mixture of maternal concern and no-nonsense directness. The supporting ensemble playing Ruben's team moves with the kind of balletic coordination that makes a high-end pit crew so mesmerizing to watch, and they have an easy command of the sport's jargon, which they spout at every opportunity to keep the audience oriented.

A scene from "F1." (Warner Bros. Pictures/Apple Original Films)



Brad Pitt as Sonny Hayes and Kerry Condon as Kate in "F1." (Warner Bros. Pictures/Apple Original Films)


If it's a foregone conclusion that Sonny and Kate's initial sparring will light a romantic spark, the resulting chemistry carries a vicarious zing. And it's quietly revelatory to behold: Not only does Condon make everything she's in better (her big breakout was her Oscar-nominated turn in "The Banshees of Inisherin"), she's also something of a unicorn -- an actress who presents as an unaugmented woman in her 40s, opposite one of the biggest male stars on the planet, flirting and sensuously teasing up a storm. The results -- and let's hope Hollywood is paying attention -- are spectacular.
As for the male movie star in question, Pitt is entering his 60s with the kind of ease and self-awareness that give his performances a new dimension: There's a de rigueur shot in "F1" of Sonny taking a knee and squinting pensively into the middle distance, but for the most part, Pitt's looks are played for can-you-believe-this-guy laughs. (The movie includes some amusing imaginary flashbacks of Sonny as a young showboater, all insolent sneers and bleached-blond mullet.) The grin he flashes throughout "F1" suggests a man looking into the mirror and taking satisfied stock of himself, but also having great good fun with taking the mickey at every possible turn. The mood is larky, un-self-serious, and it's gratifyingly contagious.
As a car-race movie, "F1" joins a pretty strong cinematic grid, most recently including "Rush" and "Ford v Ferrari"; the granddaddy of 'em all, the 1966 John Frankenheimer classic "Grand Prix," receives a respectful hat tip with an occasional split screen. The movie's aspirations to flawless authenticity -- it was filmed at actual F1 events in England, Abu Dhabi, Mexico, Belgium, Las Vegas and beyond -- should impress fans, who will appreciate the sport's combination of hardware, high-tech gadgetry, and sheer physical stamina and prowess. Squeezing a camera into the car with Pitt and Idris, cinematographer Claudio Miranda puts viewers into the driver's seat, with all its nerves and g-force gyrations; for the uninitiated, Kosinski keeps up a near-constant explanatory narration by way of announcers and Sonny's team members, who are always taking pains to make the engineering details, track challenges, physical dangers and personal stakes crystal clear.
Those expository passages can be tiresome, as can the lap after lap of race upon race. But "F1" finishes with flying colors, mostly because it delivers so thoroughly on its promise as a big, noisy, piece of hyperkinetic escapism. Like its grizzled, still-golden hero -- the inveterate loner who turns out to be the consummate team player -- "F1" obeys Hollywood's first law of physics, which is always to have it both ways, and to have it both ways a lot. In any other movie, the second fireworks display might be considered one too many. Somehow, for this one, it's just right.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains profanity and action. 155 minutes.
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