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      Breaking News

      
        Europe told to 'step up' for Ukraine
        AARHUS, Denmark - Europe must beef up aid to Ukraine following Washington's decision to pause some weapons shipments, EU chief Ursula von der Leyen said on Thursday, as Denmark vowed to use its EU presidency to push for Ukraine's EU accession.

      

      
        Electricity unlikely to become more expensive this year
        Electricity bills are unlikely to become more expensive later this year as authorities plan to manage power tariffs to avoid increasing the financial burden on people amid a sluggish economy, says Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga.

      

      
        Police look for missing cash from Bangkok temple
        Authorities are investigating the disappearance of over 22 million baht in cash and gold bars from the office of the abbot of Wat Muang in Bang Kae district of Bangkok.

      

      
        Man jumps to his death at Korat school
        NAKHON RATCHASIMA - A man fell to his death on Thursday from the sixth floor of a school in the downtown area of this northeastern city, the sixth fatal incident at the school in four years.

      

      
        Early birds to benefit most from planned tourism subsidies
        The 750-million-baht subsidy for airlines and tour groups to stimulate the tourism industry will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis, aiming to generate 33.5 billion baht in revenue, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).

      

      
        Thailand expects tariff deal before deadline
        The head of the Thai Chamber of Commerce believes Thailand will finalise a tariff deal with the United States prior to next week's deadline.

      

      
        Insurance claims from quake may hit B50 billion
        Total insurance claims from the powerful earthquake that struck Myanmar and Thailand in March could surge to 50 billion baht, up from the 30 billion already filed across 150,000 claims, according to the Thai General Insurance Association (TGIA).

      

      
        Man found dead after playing with cobra
        KHON KAEN - A 28-year-old man from Chiang Rai was found dead in a hotel room in Chum Phae district of this northeastern province early Thursday, with authorities suspecting he died from a cobra bite after playing with the reptile.

      

      
        Glico to stop selling ice cream in Thailand
        Thai Glico Co Ltd says it will discontinue ice cream sales in Thailand by the end of this year after almost a decade in the market.

      

      
        Liverpool FC 'devastated' by death of Diogo Jota
        Liverpool Football Club and its fans are mourning the death of Portuguese forward Diogo Jota, who was killed in a car crash in Spain with his brother on Thursday.
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                  Europe told to 'step up' for Ukraine                

                EU chief says Kyiv faces challenges as US has halted some arms shipments
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                                AARHUS, Denmark - Europe must beef up aid to Ukraine following Washington's decision to pause some weapons shipments, EU chief Ursula von der Leyen said on Thursday, as Denmark vowed to use its EU presidency to push for Ukraine's EU accession.
Ukrainian leader Volodymyr Zelensky was invited to attend the official start of Denmark's six-month turn at the rotating EU helm, which comes as the United States announced it would stop supplying some weapons to Ukraine.

"It's a clear message to step up our own support, ramping up our European defence capacities, not only at the level of the European Union, but at the continental level," von der Leyen told a press conference in Aarhus, Denmark alongside Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen.

Frederiksen meanwhile stressed that the Nordic nation would push for Ukraine membership in the EU.

"Ukraine is a part of our European family, and it has been very important for us that President Zelensky has been able to join us here today... Our European family would not be complete without his presence," Frederiksen said.

Ukraine launched its bid to become an EU member in the aftermath of Russia's 2022 invasion, but it has stalled because of opposition from Hungary.

"We must strengthen Ukraine. And we must weaken Russia," Frederiksen said in a statement earlier Thursday announcing Zelensky's attendance in Aarhus, Denmark's second largest city.

Frederiksen has stressed the importance of European security, which she has linked to a strict migration policy, and the country has promised to push the agenda and champion Ukraine during its EU presidency.

Russian strikes have intensified in the absence of progress on resolving the conflict, and the US moves have severely hampered Kyiv, which has relied on Western military support since Russia launched its full-scale invasion in February 2022.

"Ukraine is essential to Europe's security. Our contribution to Ukraine is also a protection of our freedom," Frederiksen said.

"Ukraine belongs in the European Union. It is in both Denmark's and Europe's interest. Therefore, the Danish EU presidency will do everything we can to help Ukraine on their way towards EU membership."

Working 'behind the scenes'

Denmark's Europe minister Marie Bjerre told reporters earlier on Thursday that Ukraine's EU membership bid was "very important for us".

"We are still trying to lift the resistance from Hungary," she said.

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban has said that Ukraine's membership of the EU would "ruin" the 27-nation bloc.

Using its veto power, Hungary has effectively frozen the accession process.

Ukraine has insisted it still hopes Budapest can be brought around, claiming intensive work is being done "behind the scenes".

US President Donald Trump has effectively nixed Ukraine's attempts to join the NATO military alliance.

As Zelensky arrived in Denmark, he announced that Ukraine has signed a deal with US company American company Swift Beat to produce drones for Ukraine's military.

In a post to X, Zelensky said the company "foresees hundreds of thousands of drones this year alone, with the potential to significantly scale up production in the coming year."

The Danish government said Thursday's discussions in Aarhus with von der Leyen and Zelensky would include increased military support, cooperation with the Ukrainian defence industry and new sanctions against Russia.

The Nordic nation has also made repeated calls for Europe to boost defence spending.

Denmark wants to move forward on a European plan presented in March to increase the defence capabilities of EU countries using simplified procedures and loans to finance investments in the European defence industry.

It has already begun increasing its own defence spending, which now exceeds three percent of GDP.
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                Authorities working to manage power tariffs to avoid increasing burden on users
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                                Electricity bills are unlikely to become more expensive later this year as authorities plan to manage power tariffs to avoid increasing the financial burden on people amid a sluggish economy, says Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga.
Speaking during a live broadcast via social media on Wednesday night, Mr Pirapan said the government is working on adjusting the tariff, scheduled to take effect from September to December, adding that gas prices would largely determine the new rate.

The power tariff, which is used to calculate electricity bills, is 3.98 baht per kilowatt-hour (unit) at present. This rate is applicable until the end of August.

"The new rate is expected to be on par with or slightly lower than the current rate," the minister said.

The government is preparing measures to deal with liquefied natural gas (LNG) price fluctuations after the 12-day Israel-Iran war last month. These fluctuations often lead to more expensive electricity bills.

The Israel-Iran conflict ended with a ceasefire after the United States bombed Iran's nuclear sites. It caused LNG prices in the spot market to rise by 10% for a short period before they returned to normal after US President Donald Trump announced the ceasefire.

Gas makes up around 60% of the fuels used for power generation in Thailand. The country needs to import LNG, mainly from the Middle East, as domestic gas supply is declining.

If the war escalates and Iran resorts to closing the Strait of Hormuz, a key oil and gas shipping lane, LNG transport from the area may be disrupted.

Mr Pirapan said he aims to reduce the power tariff by adjusting the country's two gas pools to better manage gas supply for the power and manufacturing sectors.

The two pools are referred to as Gulf Gas and Pool Gas. Gulf Gas is the weighted average price of natural gas from fields in the Gulf of Thailand and Myanmar. Gulf gas is cheaper than Pool Gas, which refers to the weighted average wellhead price of gas from the Gulf of Thailand, Myanmar and imported LNG.

Better management of these pools would enable power producers to gain more access to cheaper gas sources, the Ministry of Energy noted earlier.

In the long term, Mr Pirapan is looking for ways that will authorise him to put a brake on the signing of new power purchase agreements (PPAs) between the government and companies as more contracts would increase electricity generation costs.

"More PPAs will incur more costs," he said, referring to the availability payment that commits the government to pay for electricity throughout an entire period under a PPA, even though actual usage may be less than specified in the contract.

Thailand's power generation capacity is currently 55,000 megawatts, more than sufficient to serve demand, which usually ranges from 25,000 to 26,000MW, rising to a peak of around 36,000MW in the hot season during April and May.

Opposition politicians and independent analysts have been heavily critical of energy policies that have led to Thailand having an electricity surplus of more than 30% -- double the 15% considered adequate for system reliability. 
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3062622/electricity-unlikely-to-become-more-expensive-this-year



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Police look for missing cash from Bangkok temple                

                Gold worth B12.8m also taken from office of abbot, who says cash was his personal savings
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                                Authorities are investigating the disappearance of over 22 million baht in cash and gold bars from the office of the abbot of Wat Muang in Bang Kae district of Bangkok.
The abbot filed a report on June 29, and both the police and the National Office of Buddhism are now looking into the origins of the missing cash and gold, said Pol Maj Gen Jaroonkiat Pankaew, deputy commissioner of the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB).

In total, 10 million baht in cash and gold bars weighing 250 baht (3.8 kilogrammes) were reported missing from the abbot's office. The gold is worth about 12.8 million baht at current prices.

Phra Ratchawatcharapattanatorn, the abbot, said he had withdrawn the money from his personal bank account and brought it to his office in a suitcase.

The money, he said, was his personal savings accumulated over 40 years and was intended to fund charitable activities in honour of his birthday, including donations to students, merit-making ceremonies and the construction of a new pagoda.

He said the funds had been kept in a personal account under his own name.

The suitcase was found to be missing on June 29, and so was the gold he kept in the office.

Pol Maj Gen Jaroonkiat said authorities are working to verify the source of the funds. He noted that if the money belonged to the temple, using it for investment purposes, such as purchasing gold, would be inappropriate.

"If everything is legitimate, there's nothing to worry about. But if wrongdoing is found, we will take legal action," he said.

Authorities also found that CCTV cameras in the abbot's office had been covered. The abbot said he covered them himself, as he didn't want to be recorded while changing robes.

Initial testimony from the abbot's aides suggested that he had considered investing in gold to take advantage of the higher returns.

An investigation is ongoing and may take some time to complete, as it coincides with multiple financial probes involving several temples nationwide, Pol Maj Gen Jaroonkiat said.
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                Incident the sixth of its kind at the school in the past four years
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                                NAKHON RATCHASIMA - A man fell to his death on Thursday from the sixth floor of a school in the downtown area of this northeastern city, the sixth fatal incident at the school in four years.
The incident, believed to be a suicide, forced Boon Wattana, a well-known secondary school in the province, to close on Thursday out of concern for the safety and well-being of students and staff.

Police suspect the incident stemmed from personal issues.

Local police responded to a report early Thursday morning of a body found in front of the Chalerm Phrakiat building, a nine-storey facility on the school campus.

The dead man was estimated to be between 30 and 35 years old. The area was cordoned off by school staff to prevent unauthorised access.

The school later issued a statement announcing the temporary closure and confirming the dead man was not a student or staff member. The notice, signed by Wichian Thongklee, the school's director, was sent to all students and parents.

A school official, who requested anonymity, told reporters the man was an outsider who had likely entered the campus early in the morning.

Night patrols had reported no unusual activity, and all entrances to the building had been locked. Investigators believe the man climbed onto the roof via a rear awning to gain access, made his way to the sixth floor, and intentionally jumped to his death.

CCTV footage showed the man entering the school through Gate 2 on a motorcycle. He was later seen climbing the building before the fatal fall around 6am. Authorities are still investigating his identity and motives.
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                                The 750-million-baht subsidy for airlines and tour groups to stimulate the tourism industry will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis, aiming to generate 33.5 billion baht in revenue, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).
The "Summer Blast China & Overseas Market" programme was among seven projects worth 3.96 billion baht the government allocated to the TAT on June 24.

These seven projects were estimated to generate 200 billion baht for the economy, creating 226,102 jobs and earning 7.78 billion baht in tax collection.

The result should be a 49-fold return on investment, said TAT governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool.

The largest chunk of stimulus funding is 1.76 billion baht for the co-payment domestic tourism scheme. However, it got off to a rough start when the online registration system crashed and needed to be overhauled to meet heavy demand.

Another 800 million baht is allotted for promotional campaigns with online travel agents.

For the Summer Blast scheme, 350 million baht is earmarked for chartered flights from China, Taiwan and South Korea, with a target of adding 140,000 tourist arrivals via 1,000 flights, said Pattaraanong Na Chiangmai, deputy governor for international marketing for Asia and the South Pacific at the TAT.

She said each chartered flight recording a load factor of more than 80% is eligible to receive a 350,000-baht subsidy, while those attaining a 60-79% load factor are eligible for a 300,000-baht subsidy.

The TAT expects this programme to help penetrate 15 second-tier cities in China and persuade operators to fly to less busy airports in Thailand, such as Krabi and Samui.

Another 250 million baht is allocated to a joint promotional campaign with commercial airlines, aiming to bringing in at least 500,000 inbound travellers.

Ms Pattaraanong said in addition to Thai carriers, international airlines are also eligible to benefit from this scheme, and can apply for the subsidy based on three conditions.

Airlines can submit their proposals requesting a subsidy if they are able to increase frequencies of their existing flights, open new routes to Thailand, or increase their load factor compared with their performance over the last three months.

She said airlines wishing to join the scheme must commit to attaining the passenger number targets set by the TAT.

Meanwhile, tour companies worldwide can participate by arranging groups of at least 30 people to travel to Thailand and stay for a minimum of four nights.

The incentive for tour companies was set at 150 million baht, with a target of attracting 150,000 tourists.

Ms Pattaraanong said the TAT discussed the scheme with local airlines, while the TAT's overseas offices plan to publicise the campaign to international airlines within their sphere of influence.

She said every airline has shown an interest in joining the scheme and they are eager to start as soon as possible.

However, the TAT is still awaiting a budget allocation, which is expected in the middle of the month, said Ms Pattaraanong.

This means it is likely these projects will commence in August, she said, with the duration running through July 2026.
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                                The head of the Thai Chamber of Commerce believes Thailand will finalise a tariff deal with the United States prior to next week's deadline.
Poj Aramwattananont also predicts the country will obtain more favourable tariff rates than those negotiated by Vietnam because the US has a larger trade deficit with Vietnam.

President Donald Trump on Wednesday announced the US had reached an agreement with Vietnam, charging a 20% tariff on imports of Vietnamese products and a 40% tariff on transshipments.

Although this week's negotiations in Washington are the first official round between Thailand and the US, officials have held several online discussions to pave the way for talks.

Consequently, Mr Poj expects Thailand will reach an agreement with the US by July 9. If not, Thailand could face a 36% tariff rate, unless Washington has a change of heart or agrees to extend the negotiations.

Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira was meeting on Thursday morning in Washington with US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer, with results from those discussions expected on Friday.

"Vietnam's agreement serves as a benchmark, setting a 40% tariff on goods that transit through Vietnam to the US. We have to see the details of this agreement, including the local content ratio in those products," said Mr Poj.

He said trade circumvention issues in Thailand can be resolved more easily than in Vietnam, which shares a border with China.  

Mr Poj said Thailand's proposals are not bad, but it remains unclear whether the US has any further demands.

Aat Pisanwanich, an adviser on Asean affairs at Intelligence Research Consultant, said Vietnam's deal indicated trade circumvention through Thailand could also face a 40% tariff rate from the US. This would affect Chinese goods such as solar cells, electric motorcycles, batteries and electronic parts.

He said Thailand may face a tariff rate similar to Vietnam, or it could be lower due to Vietnam's larger trade surplus with the US, which exceeds US$100 billion, compared to $45 billion for Thailand.

Mr Aat predicted Thailand might face a tariff of less than 20%.

There is a high possibility that the US will impose a tariff between 15% and 20% on Thai products. Should this occur, Thailand's trade surplus with the US would decrease to approximately $25 billion, based on the value of Thai exports to the US of around $60 billion last year.

Thai exports to the US are forecast to decrease by $20 billion to about $40 billion this year, he said.

"Based on Vietnam's deal, Thailand's total exports are projected to grow by 6-7%. In the first half of the year, Thai exports jumped 14%," said Mr Aat.

He said there are growing concerns about Thailand's potential opening market for US goods at a 0% tariff. Goods of most concern include livestock products such as beef and pork.

Mr Aat said such a move could jeopardise numerous local farmers and businesses. However, for other agricultural products, such as soybeans and maize, the impact is less alarming because Thailand already relies heavily on imports of these products.

Vuttikrai Leewiraphan, permanent secretary for the Ministry of Commerce, said that in addition to the submitted proposal, Finance Minister Pichai presented additional proposals in the discussions with the US this week.

"The US will decide on the tariff rates and we expect some clarity following the meeting on July 3," he said.
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                                Total insurance claims from the powerful earthquake that struck Myanmar and Thailand in March could surge to 50 billion baht, up from the 30 billion already filed across 150,000 claims, according to the Thai General Insurance Association (TGIA).
The claims process is expected to continue through September.

Somporn Suebthawilkul, the TGIA president, said the quake had a deep impact on both the public and the insurance business, raising awareness of the risks posed by natural disasters.

As a result, he said demand for earthquake-inclusive coverage and personal property insurance is expected to spike.

Mr Somporn said the increased risk may lead to higher premiums for catastrophe-related policies later this year.

Coverage gaps

According to the TGIA, among the most serious losses from the quake was the collapse of the 30-storey State Audit Office building that was under construction in Chatuchak district of Bangkok.

The claims process is still under review, with forensic engineers assessing whether the collapse resulted from design flaws or substandard construction.

If these views are confirmed, the insurer may deny the claim, unless it can be proven the building met all standards and the collapse was caused solely by the earthquake.

The quake also revealed gaps in worker protection. Many construction workers who died or were injured in the quake lacked accident insurance coverage, as their employers had not purchased voluntary policies. These workers' families must seek compensation directly from their employers.

Expanded health options

The TGIA is also working to expand health insurance options by enabling policyholders to choose between public and private hospitals for their treatment.

The new policy structure is designed to provide coverage at both types of facilities, based on the policyholder's preference.

The flexible health insurance plan is expected to launch in the third quarter of 2025.

However, Mr Somporn said treatment at private hospitals costs 6.1 times more on average than at public facilities, which will be reflected in higher premiums for private hospital coverage.

"The goal is not to alter the existing co-payment structure, but to give consumers more choice, enabling them to manage their healthcare expenses more effectively," he said.

Motor compensation cap

Following the October 2024 school bus fire that exposed the limitations in current motor insurance coverage, the TGIA plans to raise the compensation limit for road accident victims from 10 million baht to 20 million under both compulsory and voluntary motor insurance.

Mr Somporn said the current compensation cap is inadequate to fully support victims and confirmed that brokers will not be permitted to cancel existing policies as a result of the upcoming changes.

Despite the higher coverage limit, policyholders will not see an increase in premiums, he said, as insurers are expected to absorb the additional risk through reinsurance arrangements.

The new compensation cap is anticipated to take effect soon, pending approval from the Office of the Insurance Commission.

Industry outlook

The TGIA forecasts Thailand's general insurance industry will grow by between 1.5% and 2.5% this year, in line with GDP.

New premiums are expected to reach 270 billion baht, driven by rising demand for disaster insurance and continued growth in motor insurance.

In the first quarter of 2025, the sector expanded by 3.8% year-on-year, reaching 75.3 billion baht, though growth is expected to moderate amid economic uncertainty.

According to Mr Somporn, insurers are expected to adopt artificial intelligence (AI) technologies to improve risk assessment and offer more personalised insurance solutions.

He said smaller, low-premium policies are often neglected by traditional brokers, and AI can help improve access to insurance by enabling the development of cost-effective, personalised coverage delivered through digital platforms.
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                Video on mobile phone shows victim handling venomous snake in Khon Kaen hotel room
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                                KHON KAEN - A 28-year-old man from Chiang Rai was found dead in a hotel room in Chum Phae district of this northeastern province early Thursday, with authorities suspecting he died from a cobra bite after playing with the reptile.
Police at the Chum Phae station received a report at 12.20am about a death from an unknown cause at a hotel in the municipality. Officers who went to the scene with forensic and medical personnel found the man lying dead on a bed in a ground-floor room.

An examination of the corpse revealed bite marks resembling those of a venomous snake on the victim's right upper arm. Near the room's entrance, officers discovered a white cloth bag containing a live cobra with its mouth tied shut. There were no signs of struggle, with the door locked from inside and lights left on as normal.

Police said investigators found videos on the victim's mobile phone showing him handling the cobra and playing with it at close range. Preliminary investigations suggest the deceased may have been bitten by the cobra he was keeping as a pet, resulting in his death.

Investigators documented the crime scene and worked with on-duty doctors from Chum Phae Hospital to conduct an initial autopsy. Further investigation will be conducted to determine the exact cause of death in accordance with legal procedures.

The incident highlights the dangers of keeping venomous snakes nearby, particularly cobras, which are among Thailand's most deadly serpents.

Police are treating the case as an accidental death pending completion of the investigation and autopsy results.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3062576/man-found-dead-after-playing-with-cobra



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Glico to stop selling ice cream in Thailand                
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                                Thai Glico Co Ltd says it will discontinue ice cream sales in Thailand by the end of this year after almost a decade in the market.
The Japanese confectionery company launched its ice cream business in Thailand in 2016 through subsidiary Glico Frozen (Thailand) Co, its first international ice cream venture outside Japan.

The ice cream products were manufactured in Thailand by Chomthana Co, producer of the Cremo brand, and included four brands: Palitte, Giant Cone, Panapp and Seventeen Ice.

In a statement issued on Thursday, Thai Glico said it felt honoured to have served Thai consumers with its ice cream products for over a decade and thanked them for their trust and support.

The company said it would continue selling other products including confectionery and almond milk beverages. Thai Glico added it remains committed to developing new products that are both delicious and healthy for consumers.

Thai Glico operates two chocolate and biscuit factories in Pathum Thani serving the domestic market and for export to Indonesia and Vietnam.

The company expressed hope for continued customer support for its remaining product lines.
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                                Liverpool Football Club and its fans are mourning the death of Portuguese forward Diogo Jota, who was killed in a car crash in Spain with his brother on Thursday.
"Liverpool Football Club are devastated by the tragic passing of Diogo Jota," the club wrote on social media on Thursday.

Jota, 28, died early Thursday in a car crash near Zamora in northwestern Spain with his brother Andre Silva, the Portuguese Football Federation confirmed.

The regional fire department of Castile and Leon, where Zamora is located, said on its website that a Lamborghini veered off the A-52 highway shortly after midnight and burst into flames, with two men, aged 28 and 26, found dead.

Jota -- who got married on June 28 -- helped Liverpool win the Premier League last season and also won the FA Cup and League Cup with the Merseyside club.

"Liverpool FC will be making no further comment at this time and request the privacy of Diogo and Andre's family, friends, teammates and club staff is respected as they try to come to terms with an unimaginable loss," the team said.

The Portuguese Football Federation also released a statement expressing deep sorrow over the loss of the two players.

"We have lost two champions. The passing of Diogo and Andre Silva represents an irreparable loss for Portuguese football and we will do everything we can to honour their legacy every day," it said

"Much more than just a fantastic player, who played almost 50 times for the National A Team, Diogo Jota was an extraordinary person, respected by all his teammates and opponents, someone with an infectious joy and a reference in the community itself."

The Federation said it had asked UEFA for a minute's silence before then national side's match against Spain in the Women's European Championship on Thursday.

Diogo Jota arrived at Anfield from Wolverhampton Wanderers in 2020 and scored 65 goals in 182 appearances for the club in all competitions.

He also made 49 appearances for Portugal, twice winning the UEFA Nations League. 

His brother Andre Silva was a midfielder with FC Penafiel in the Portuguese second division.
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                  Thailand expects tariff deal before deadline                

                Chamber chief believes Thailand will get a better tariff rate than Vietnam
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                                The head of the Thai Chamber of Commerce believes Thailand will finalise a tariff deal with the United States prior to next week's deadline.
Poj Aramwattananont also predicts the country will obtain more favourable tariff rates than those negotiated by Vietnam because the US has a larger trade deficit with Vietnam.

President Donald Trump on Wednesday announced the US had reached an agreement with Vietnam, charging a 20% tariff on imports of Vietnamese products and a 40% tariff on transshipments.

Although this week's negotiations in Washington are the first official round between Thailand and the US, officials have held several online discussions to pave the way for talks.

Consequently, Mr Poj expects Thailand will reach an agreement with the US by July 9. If not, Thailand could face a 36% tariff rate, unless Washington has a change of heart or agrees to extend the negotiations.

Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira was meeting on Thursday morning in Washington with US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer, with results from those discussions expected on Friday.

"Vietnam's agreement serves as a benchmark, setting a 40% tariff on goods that transit through Vietnam to the US. We have to see the details of this agreement, including the local content ratio in those products," said Mr Poj.

He said trade circumvention issues in Thailand can be resolved more easily than in Vietnam, which shares a border with China.  

Mr Poj said Thailand's proposals are not bad, but it remains unclear whether the US has any further demands.

Aat Pisanwanich, an adviser on Asean affairs at Intelligence Research Consultant, said Vietnam's deal indicated trade circumvention through Thailand could also face a 40% tariff rate from the US. This would affect Chinese goods such as solar cells, electric motorcycles, batteries and electronic parts.

He said Thailand may face a tariff rate similar to Vietnam, or it could be lower due to Vietnam's larger trade surplus with the US, which exceeds US$100 billion, compared to $45 billion for Thailand.

Mr Aat predicted Thailand might face a tariff of less than 20%.

There is a high possibility that the US will impose a tariff between 15% and 20% on Thai products. Should this occur, Thailand's trade surplus with the US would decrease to approximately $25 billion, based on the value of Thai exports to the US of around $60 billion last year.

Thai exports to the US are forecast to decrease by $20 billion to about $40 billion this year, he said.

"Based on Vietnam's deal, Thailand's total exports are projected to grow by 6-7%. In the first half of the year, Thai exports jumped 14%," said Mr Aat.

He said there are growing concerns about Thailand's potential opening market for US goods at a 0% tariff. Goods of most concern include livestock products such as beef and pork.

Mr Aat said such a move could jeopardise numerous local farmers and businesses. However, for other agricultural products, such as soybeans and maize, the impact is less alarming because Thailand already relies heavily on imports of these products.

Vuttikrai Leewiraphan, permanent secretary for the Ministry of Commerce, said that in addition to the submitted proposal, Finance Minister Pichai presented additional proposals in the discussions with the US this week.

"The US will decide on the tariff rates and we expect some clarity following the meeting on July 3," he said.
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                  New ministers including suspended PM sworn in                

                Paetongtarn says she'll start work at culture ministry on Friday amid questions about her eligibility
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Newly appointed ministers are sworn in before Their Majesties the King and Queen at the Amphorn Sathan Residential Hall on Thursday. (Photo: Bureau of the Royal Household)]
                                              
                          Newly appointed ministers are sworn in before Their Majesties the King and Queen at the Amphorn Sathan Residential Hall on Thursday. (Photo: Bureau of the Royal Household)                        

                                          

                  

                                Newly appointed Thai cabinet ministers including suspended Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra were sworn in on Thursday, as the debate continued over Ms Paetongtarn's eligibility to remain in the cabinet.
Also among those taking the oath was Deputy PM and Interior Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, who becomes the third person to occupy the prime minister's seat this week.

Deputy PM Suriya Jungrungreangkit held the position of acting prime minister after Ms Paetongtarn was suspended by the Constitutional Court on Tuesday. After leading the new ministers to the swearing-in ceremony on Thursday, Mr Suriya passed the baton to Mr Phumtham.

Before the swearing-in, the 14 ministers named to new positions in a recent cabinet reshuffle -- including Culture Minister Paetongtarn -- gathered at Government House in the morning to undergo Covid-19 tests and have their photos taken for new ministers' ID cards.

The swearing-in took place in the presence of Their Majesties the King and Queen at the Amphorn Sathan Residential Hall in Bangkok at 11.11am.

His Majesty advised the newly appointed ministers to work with knowledge, ability and honesty for national prosperity and security.

"The people of this nation all aspire to happiness and security. You who now bear the responsibility of administering state affairs for the benefit and well-being of the public have firmly declared your commitment to perform your duties to the utmost of your abilities," he said.

"This firm declaration of intent will not only strengthen your own resolve but also help instil confidence among the people.

"I therefore extend my support to you all, and urge that you carry out your duties with knowledge, capability, and above all, with an honest mind."

Brief cabinet session

A special cabinet meeting followed at Government House at 1pm. The session lasted only about half an hour to clarify the allocation of responsibilities among deputy prime ministers.

Suspended Prime Minister Paetongtarn was at the meeting. She did not enter the prime minister's office and said she would enter the Culture Ministry at 9am on Friday.

Ms Paetongtarn was appointed as the culture minister shortly before the Constitutional Court suspended her as prime minister over her controversial phone conversation with former Cambodian prime minister Hun Sen.

The concurrent culture minister's position keeps her in the cabinet during her suspension pending the court's ruling on 36 senators' complaint against her prime ministerial performance.

However, some senators maintain that Ms Paetongtarn is not eligible to hold any ministerial posts while she is suspended, given that the embarrassing phone conversation could be considered a violation of ministerial ethics under the constitution.

These senators have been pressing for an urgent legal interpretation from the charter court. Some have also suggested that Mr Suriya could be held responsible for appointing an unsuitable person to the cabinet, given that he was acting PM at the time of the swearing-in.

The Constitutional Court said on Tuesday that the senators' petition against the prime minister concerned Sections 82 and 170 of the constitution.

Section 170 refers to conditions for the termination of ministers' terms and Section 82 is among those conditions.

Section 82 allows senators to ask the court to suspend and end the tenure of members of parliament. Section 170 allows Section 82 to be applied for the termination of ministers' terms.

[image: Newly appointed Culture Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra arrives at Government House on Thursday. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)]
Newly appointed Culture Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra arrives at Government House on Thursday. She said she would start work at the Ministry of Culture on Friday morning. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)
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                  Thai-Cambodian border tensions easing, say ministers                

                Authorities hope to see pullback of troops that would pave the way for resumption of bilateral talks
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                                Tensions along the Thai-Cambodian border are starting to ease and Thailand expects Cambodia to withdraw forces from the border and return to bilateral talks, say Thai ministers.
Foreign Affairs Minister Maris Sangiampongsa said on Thursday that tensions had subsided to a certain extent because there have been no skirmishes, although soldiers and weapons are still stationed close to the border.

The Thai side would like to see the withdrawal of forces to the normal positions they occupied last year because the Thai government is concerned about the safety of local people, Mr Maris said.

Thailand will try to resolve issues with Cambodia bilaterally through official diplomatic channels, he said, adding that the Thai government would not negotiate through social media.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet and his father, Hun Sen, have been prolific posters on Facebook and other channels, which the Ministry of Foreign Affairs says has only exacerbated the situation.

The current dispute erupted after a clash on May 28 between Thai and Cambodian forces over a disputed part of the border in Ubon Ratchathani, in which one Cambodian soldier was killed.

In parliament, Deputy Defence Minister Nattaphon Narkphanit said the measures Thailand had adopted at the border did not place undue pressure on people.

The border was not closed but crossings by people and vehicles have been limited to those who have regular duties related to work, school or trade, he said.

At the Chong Chom crossing in Kap Choeng district of Surin, he noted, the Thai gate was open but the adjacent Cambodian border gate was closed.

"The existing pressures are not meant for economic effect but are intended to put pressure on criminal gangs. ... Now scams have dropped noticeably," he said, referring to the heavy concentration of criminal activity in Cambodian border towns such as Poipet.

Gen Nattaphon also said that Cambodian members of the Joint Boundary Committee (JBC) had resumed talks with their Thai counterparts and that was a positive sign. Earlier, they refused to talk and insisted only on bringing border issues to the International Court of Justice, which Thailand has opposed.

Thai and Cambodian officials on the JBC are now considering conditions for further negotiations, said Gen Nattaphon, who is also acting as defence minister because the position was left vacant during the recent cabinet reshuffle.

If the JBC resumes its meetings, he said, Thailand will propose that forces return to their normal positions to prevent untoward incidents and that intensified border controls be lifted.
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                  Opposition parties welcome Bhumjaithai                

                Party leader Anutin pledges to fully scrutinise government
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                                Leaders of five opposition parties held their first joint meeting of the new parliamentary session on Thursday morning as they welcomed the Bhumjaithai Party, with leader Anutin Charnvirakul vowing to fully scrutinise the government.
Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, leader of the main opposition People's Party, chaired the meeting that began at 9.30am on the sixth floor of parliament.

The five parties now collectively hold 238 seats in the House of Representatives: People's Party 142, Bhumjaithai 69, Palang Pracharath 20, Thai Sang Thai 6 and Fair Party 1. The government has 257 seats out of 495.

The meeting was being closely watched as the conservative Bhumjaithai Party, which left the governing coalition last month, is ideologically very different from the People's Party.

Prior to the session, Mr Natthaphong held a closed-door discussion with Mr Anutin.

Key figures from the five parties attended the meeting, which sought to map out a shared strategic direction for the opposition in the wake of ongoing political and national crises.

Representing the People's Party were Mr Natthaphong; Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn, list MP and deputy leader; Rangsiman Rome, list MP and deputy leader; Pakornwut Udompipatskul, deputy leader and chief opposition whip; Picharn Chaopattanawong, party executive; and Parit Wacharasindhu, list MP and party spokesman.

Bhumjaithai was represented by Mr Anutin; Chaiyachon Chidchob, Buri Ram MP and party secretary-general; Paradorn and Kornwee Prisananantakul, both Ang Thong MPs; and Nan Boonythida Somchai, Ubon Ratchathani MP and party spokeswoman.

The Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) was represented by Chaimongkol Chaiyarob, Sakon Nakhon MP; and Chakat Patanakitwiboon, Phangnga MP, both deputy leaders.

Representing Thai Sang Thai were party leader Khunying Sudarat Keyuraphan and Chatchawan Paeyathai, Roi Et MP and party secretary-general.

The Fair Party was represented by Kanvee Suebsaeng, a list MP.

Mr Natthaphong said the meeting was held to find common ground for collaborative efforts.

"While each party may differ from the coalition government, we respect each other's positions," he said. "We will not interfere with one another's stances. Today's meeting aims to find common ground to pursue during this time of national crisis."

Mr Anutin expressed his appreciation for the warm welcome, saying this was Bhumjaithai's first official engagement as an opposition party.

"I assure you that Bhumjaithai will carry out its responsibilities as an opposition, working closely with all opposition parties to fully scrutinise the government," he said.

Shortly after announcing its switch to the opposition, Bhumjaithai proposed tabling a no-confidence motion against the government. However, it is now on hold as the party wants to monitor new developments following the suspension of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra.

The Secretariat of the House of Representatives says 16 parties are represented in the 26th House. For a no-confidence motion to proceed, it requires the support of one-fifth of the total 495 MPs.

Mr Chakat of the PPRP echoed the sentiment of collaboration. "The PPRP will continue to work closely with the opposition bloc, particularly in matters such as no-confidence debates. Over the past year, we coordinated effectively and are ready to move in the same direction," he said.

Khunying Sudarat stressed the importance of a strong opposition during turbulent times. "Thailand is facing multiple crises. We are pleased to welcome Bhumjaithai. As a strengthened opposition, now joined by Bhumjaithai, we reaffirm our commitment to being a constructive force that truly serves the people and the nation.

Mr Kanvee reiterated the Fair Party's unwavering commitment to its opposition role. "From day one until now, we have stood firm on our stance and ideology to carry out our role to scrutinise the government. We warmly welcome our colleagues from Bhumjaithai," he said.

Related: People's Party proposes 'caretaker government' solution
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                  Red Bull family the richest in Thailand: Forbes                

                Wealth of country's 50 richest families increased 11% from last year to $170.5 billion
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                                Red Bull co-owner Chalerm Yoovidhya is the richest person in Thailand this year with a net worth of US$44.5 billion, followed by the CP Group's Chearavanont brothers with $35.7 billion, according to Forbes magazine.
A huge boost in the fortunes of the top three entrants on the list of Thailand's 50 richest families propelled a rise of more than 11% in combined wealth to $170.5 billion, Forbes said.

The wealth of the Yoovidhya family increased by $8.5 billion from last year, when they also topped the list. The 24% increase was fuelled by $12.9 billion (417 billion baht) in revenue last year on the sales of almost 13 billion cans of Red Bull worldwide.

The second-ranked Chearavanont brothers saw their net worth increase by 23% to $35.7 billion. They were followed by energy and telecoms tycoon Sarath Ratanavadi, who climbed to third place from fifth, with a net worth of $12 billion (389 billion baht), up 30% from the year before.

Beer, liquor and property tycoon Charoen Sirivadhanabhankdi, 81, slipped one place to fourth with $10.5 billion (340 billion baht). The TCC Group patriarch transferred some holdings to his five children in May but as the group founder, the fortune continues to be listed under his name.

The Chirathivat family, who derive most of their wealth from Central department stores and malls, were fifth with $8.6 billion (278 billion baht). That was down 13% from the year before as weak consumer sentiment affected the retail industry.

Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra was in 11th position with $2.1 billion (68 billion baht).

Though the minimum net worth to qualify for the list dropped to $420 million from $550 million in 2024, four people fell from the ranks, Forbes reported.

A notable absentee is renewable energy magnate Somphote Ahunai, a fixture in the ranks of the country's richest since 2013. Shares of his company Energy Absolute nosedived nearly 80% since fortunes were last measured.

Mr Somphote resigned as CEO after securities regulators accused him and two others of fraud in connection with procurement deals between 2013 and 2015. He denied the accusation and said he was ready to cooperate with state agencies.

[image: ]
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                  Foreign ministry slams Hun Manet comments                
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                                The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has called on Cambodia to stop interfering in Thailand's domestic affairs.
Ministry spokesman Nikorndej Balankura said on Wednesday Cambodia's actions constitute interference in Thailand's internal affairs and seriously violate the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) Charter, the United Nations Charter, and international law.

Mr Nikorndej's comments came during a press conference when he was asked about comments published in the media by Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet where he hinted at expecting a change in the Thai leadership.

These comments came after Paetongtarn Shinawatra had her prime ministerial duties suspended on Tuesday following her leaked phone call with Hun Manet's father and Cambodian Senate president, Hun Sen.

"We are not playing games. When we engage, we do so seriously. In Cambodia, there is no confusion with different people issuing contradictory statements or four separate letters saying different things," the Khmer Times on Wednesday quoted Hun Manet saying in a speech on Tuesday.

"We are waiting for someone with real power, someone with the legitimate authority to open or close border checkpoints," he added.

Mr Nikorndej said the Thai government wants Cambodia to cease using such rhetoric as it undermines bilateral relations. He called on Cambodia to resolve the issue between the two countries peacefully.
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                                Three major private sector groups have expressed growing concern over political instability, urging the government to ramp up efforts to rebuild trust and confidence among the public and businesses.
Speaking after a meeting of the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) on Wednesday, Payong Srivanich, chairman of the Thai Bankers' Association, said a key element in rebuilding trust and confidence is emphasising the rule of law.

According to Mr Payong, the JSCCIB is preparing to hold discussions with the Bank of Thailand, the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC), the Finance Ministry and the Commerce Ministry to realign economic priorities given the limited available resources, with a focus on the next 6-12 months.

"The objective of the meetings is to reprioritise in line with global transformations and the intense challenges we're facing," he said.

Political uncertainty could impact government disbursements and the formulation of the 2026 budget, said Mr Payong.

If budget disbursements are delayed, this will affect the national economy, he said.

Poj Aramwattananont, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, said the private sector is worried about the government's stability. Political processes must be concluded as quickly as possible so the country can function normally again, he said.

In addition, a special taskforce is needed to restore confidence both domestically and internationally, said Mr Poj.

"We are in a vulnerable position, facing economic challenges stemming from both domestic and international issues. We urge the government to act swiftly to address these problems," he said.

"We are not involved in politics. Whichever group forms the government is fine, but it needs to get to work on solving problems promptly and listening to the views of the private sector."

The JSCCIB expects Thailand's economy to grow by 1.5-2.0% this year, unchanged from a previous forecast, with exports shrinking by 0.5-0.3% and headline inflation ranging between 0.5-1.0%.

However, if the US imposes a reciprocal tariff rate of 18% on Thai exports, this could lower Thai GDP growth to 1.5% this year, said Mr Payong.

The JSCCIB is also concerned about the baht's appreciation to 32.5 per US dollar, which it views as stronger than other regional currencies.

Meanwhile, he said Thailand needs more protective measures to support both the domestic manufacturing and service sectors in a balanced and standardised way, including addressing the subrogation of import rights of Thai-made products by third countries and improving the Board of Investment's (BoI) incentives.

Companies receiving BoI investment privileges should be required to use designated levels of local content, employ domestic labour, and support Thailand's supply chain, said Mr Payong.

The JSCCIB predicts Thai exports grew 15% year-on-year in the first half of 2025, though a contraction of 10% is anticipated in the second half, putting full-year export growth close to 0%.

Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries, said in the first five months of this year, Thai exports expanded by 14.9%, with a gain of 18% in May.

However, this level of export growth contrasts with the weak performance of Thailand's Manufacturing Production Index.

He suggested the high export figures may be due to transshipments -- using Thailand as a pass-through hub for goods bound for third countries, notably to the US, which surged 27% for the period.

Imports from China in the first five months also rose 29% year-on-year.

Mr Kriengkrai recommended protective measures for domestic producers and a review of investment promotion policies.

He also addressed the Thailand-Cambodia border trade dispute, noting total trade between the two countries totals 180 billion baht, with 170 billion coming from border trade.

Border checkpoint closures have affected trade by about 500 million baht per day, with Thailand losing about 390 million baht in exports and Cambodia about 100 million baht in exports to Thailand.
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                                Cannabis dispensaries must transition into medical clinics if they are to continue to run legally, says the Department of Thai Traditional and Alternative Medicine.
The department's chief, Dr Somlerk Jeungsmarn, said it is working on a draft of the new ministerial regulation to regulate the use of the plant for medical purposes, as the government moves to tighten cannabis rules.

This would include having a medical professional stationed at the shop who has a licence to sell cannabis, he said.

The dispensaries must then be registered as a hospital or clinic under the Hospital Act.

The ministerial regulation would include how to issue drug prescriptions, which will be required to access cannabis medical products.

The department has issued 18,000 licences to cannabis shops nationwide but only a few operate as a hospital or a clinic.

Among them, 12,000 will have their licences renewed this November, and they must comply with the new ministerial regulation by that date, he said.

"If they want to sell cannabis, they will have to switch to being a hospital or clinic under our new regulation; otherwise, they won't be able to sell it.

"We hope that the new regulation will be implemented within the next three months, before the period of licence renewals in November," he said.

Observers see this as bringing an end to cannabis dispensaries that issue the plant for recreational purposes.

The department has a plan to control cannabis medical product prices.

The department has trained over 9,000 doctors who would be authorised to issue prescriptions.
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                Largest opposition party says parliament should be dissolved after budget is passed
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                                The opposition People's Party has signalled its readiness to vote for a new prime minister without joining the governing coalition, on condition that the next administration functions solely as a temporary government.
The largest opposition party said the interim government must be mandated to organise a general election and hold a public referendum on establishing a Constitution Drafting Assembly (CDA) to rewrite the charter.

The position was agreed during a meeting of party MPs on Wednesday, following the Constitutional Court's decision to suspend Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra from her duties pending a ruling on allegations of ethical misconduct.

People's Party leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut told members the political impasse could be resolved without a full-blown crisis, adding that a temporary government with a clear, limited mandate was essential to restore stability and return power to the public through democratic processes.

He also urged his MPs to remain focused and act with maturity amid the political uncertainty. He also stressed the importance of working diligently in their constituencies and maintaining their commitment to serving the public. He also addressed the party's stance on the unfolding political situation, should Ms Paetongtarn be formally removed from office.

The country would not face a political deadlock in such an event, as the acting prime minister retains the constitutional authority to dissolve parliament, he said. In the event that a new prime minister must be elected, the party expressed its willingness to vote in favour of a suitable candidate, without joining the cabinet.

However, this support comes with a clear condition: the new government must be transitional in nature. Its sole mandate would be to organise a fresh general election and hold a public referendum on establishing a Constitution Drafting Assembly (CDA) to write a new charter as soon as possible, he said.

The party believes this approach would not only restore political normalcy but also help resolve the diplomatic tension between Thailand and Cambodia, which has recently escalated. It further proposed that parliament be dissolved by the end of this year, following the passage of the annual budget bill.

Regarding reports that Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul may propose himself as a caretaker prime minister, Mr Natthaphong said talks among opposition parties have considered multiple political scenarios.

When asked whether his party would vote in support of Mr Anutin as prime minister without joining the government, Mr Natthapong said it would be premature to confirm such a stance at this stage.

"I cannot speak unilaterally. Ultimately, the other side -- the Bhumjaithai Party and Mr Anutin himself -- must also be in agreement with us," he said. "In our informal discussions thus far, various options and scenarios have been explored."

Mr Anutin denied reports suggesting he had been proposed as a potential interim prime minister in the event of a political vacuum.

"I have never proposed myself as an interim prime minister. The claim is untrue. I don't know if it's part of someone's information operation," Mr Anutin said.

He said the country still has a prime minister, even though Ms Paetongtarn has been suspended from duties pending the court ruling. "We must proceed in accordance with legal and constitutional mechanisms," he said.

He confirmed he would meet opposition leader Natthapong on Thursday, their first formal discussion. "We've never had a real conversation, only brief exchanges," he said.
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                  Phumtham 'signed sub deal' before leaving post                
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                                Outgoing Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai confirmed he approved the long-delayed submarine procurement deal before stepping down, marking one of his final decisions in office.
Speaking after a farewell ceremony at the ministry on Wednesday, Mr Phumtham said the deal was signed before the end of June in his other capacity as the deputy premier overseeing national security. "The submarine deal required my signature, and I approved it before June ended," he told reporters, adding the agreement is now awaiting placement on the cabinet agenda for final endorsement.
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The submarine deal, stalled for years due to political and logistical hurdles, was one of the key issues Mr Phumtham aimed to conclude during his nine-month tenure.

However, he acknowledged the planned purchase of Swedish-made Gripen fighter jets could not be finalised in time and will be left for the incoming defence minister to handle.

"Some matters could be completed, others couldn't. It is now the responsibility of my successor," he said.

When asked about the vacant defence portfolio in the cabinet reshuffle, Mr Phumtham said the focus should not be on which party holds the post, but rather on selecting a capable and qualified candidate.

"It used to belong to the Pheu Thai Party, but what matters more is choosing someone who can work effectively with the armed forces and protect national interests," he said. "Speculation the post will be vacant for three months is unfounded."

He dismissed rumours about potential candidates, saying, "Please don't ask me about things I haven't heard. Any decision must be based on the suitability of the person for the role."

Mr Phumtham is set to assume his new role as minister of interior following the swearing-in ceremony scheduled for Thursday. He will retain the position of deputy prime minister.

Reflecting on his time as defence minister, he said he prioritised cooperation with senior military commanders to improve welfare for lower-ranking personnel and raise morale within the armed forces.

He added that several other matters -- including military housing development and structural reform of army personnel -- are progressing steadily.
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                  Electricity unlikely to become more expensive this year                

                Authorities working to manage power tariffs to avoid increasing burden on users
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                                Electricity bills are unlikely to become more expensive later this year as authorities plan to manage power tariffs to avoid increasing the financial burden on people amid a sluggish economy, says Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga.
Speaking during a live broadcast via social media on Wednesday night, Mr Pirapan said the government is working on adjusting the tariff, scheduled to take effect from September to December, adding that gas prices would largely determine the new rate.

The power tariff, which is used to calculate electricity bills, is 3.98 baht per kilowatt-hour (unit) at present. This rate is applicable until the end of August.

"The new rate is expected to be on par with or slightly lower than the current rate," the minister said.

The government is preparing measures to deal with liquefied natural gas (LNG) price fluctuations after the 12-day Israel-Iran war last month. These fluctuations often lead to more expensive electricity bills.

The Israel-Iran conflict ended with a ceasefire after the United States bombed Iran's nuclear sites. It caused LNG prices in the spot market to rise by 10% for a short period before they returned to normal after US President Donald Trump announced the ceasefire.

Gas makes up around 60% of the fuels used for power generation in Thailand. The country needs to import LNG, mainly from the Middle East, as domestic gas supply is declining.

If the war escalates and Iran resorts to closing the Strait of Hormuz, a key oil and gas shipping lane, LNG transport from the area may be disrupted.

Mr Pirapan said he aims to reduce the power tariff by adjusting the country's two gas pools to better manage gas supply for the power and manufacturing sectors.

The two pools are referred to as Gulf Gas and Pool Gas. Gulf Gas is the weighted average price of natural gas from fields in the Gulf of Thailand and Myanmar. Gulf gas is cheaper than Pool Gas, which refers to the weighted average wellhead price of gas from the Gulf of Thailand, Myanmar and imported LNG.

Better management of these pools would enable power producers to gain more access to cheaper gas sources, the Ministry of Energy noted earlier.

In the long term, Mr Pirapan is looking for ways that will authorise him to put a brake on the signing of new power purchase agreements (PPAs) between the government and companies as more contracts would increase electricity generation costs.

"More PPAs will incur more costs," he said, referring to the availability payment that commits the government to pay for electricity throughout an entire period under a PPA, even though actual usage may be less than specified in the contract.

Thailand's power generation capacity is currently 55,000 megawatts, more than sufficient to serve demand, which usually ranges from 25,000 to 26,000MW, rising to a peak of around 36,000MW in the hot season during April and May.

Opposition politicians and independent analysts have been heavily critical of energy policies that have led to Thailand having an electricity surplus of more than 30% -- double the 15% considered adequate for system reliability. 
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                  Early birds to benefit most from planned tourism subsidies                

                Largest stimulus fund is 1.76 billion baht for domestic tourism co-payment scheme
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                                The 750-million-baht subsidy for airlines and tour groups to stimulate the tourism industry will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis, aiming to generate 33.5 billion baht in revenue, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).
The "Summer Blast China & Overseas Market" programme was among seven projects worth 3.96 billion baht the government allocated to the TAT on June 24.

These seven projects were estimated to generate 200 billion baht for the economy, creating 226,102 jobs and earning 7.78 billion baht in tax collection.

The result should be a 49-fold return on investment, said TAT governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool.

The largest chunk of stimulus funding is 1.76 billion baht for the co-payment domestic tourism scheme. However, it got off to a rough start when the online registration system crashed and needed to be overhauled to meet heavy demand.

Another 800 million baht is allotted for promotional campaigns with online travel agents.

For the Summer Blast scheme, 350 million baht is earmarked for chartered flights from China, Taiwan and South Korea, with a target of adding 140,000 tourist arrivals via 1,000 flights, said Pattaraanong Na Chiangmai, deputy governor for international marketing for Asia and the South Pacific at the TAT.

She said each chartered flight recording a load factor of more than 80% is eligible to receive a 350,000-baht subsidy, while those attaining a 60-79% load factor are eligible for a 300,000-baht subsidy.

The TAT expects this programme to help penetrate 15 second-tier cities in China and persuade operators to fly to less busy airports in Thailand, such as Krabi and Samui.

Another 250 million baht is allocated to a joint promotional campaign with commercial airlines, aiming to bringing in at least 500,000 inbound travellers.

Ms Pattaraanong said in addition to Thai carriers, international airlines are also eligible to benefit from this scheme, and can apply for the subsidy based on three conditions.

Airlines can submit their proposals requesting a subsidy if they are able to increase frequencies of their existing flights, open new routes to Thailand, or increase their load factor compared with their performance over the last three months.

She said airlines wishing to join the scheme must commit to attaining the passenger number targets set by the TAT.

Meanwhile, tour companies worldwide can participate by arranging groups of at least 30 people to travel to Thailand and stay for a minimum of four nights.

The incentive for tour companies was set at 150 million baht, with a target of attracting 150,000 tourists.

Ms Pattaraanong said the TAT discussed the scheme with local airlines, while the TAT's overseas offices plan to publicise the campaign to international airlines within their sphere of influence.

She said every airline has shown an interest in joining the scheme and they are eager to start as soon as possible.

However, the TAT is still awaiting a budget allocation, which is expected in the middle of the month, said Ms Pattaraanong.

This means it is likely these projects will commence in August, she said, with the duration running through July 2026.
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                Chamber chief believes Thailand will get a better tariff rate than Vietnam
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                                The head of the Thai Chamber of Commerce believes Thailand will finalise a tariff deal with the United States prior to next week's deadline.
Poj Aramwattananont also predicts the country will obtain more favourable tariff rates than those negotiated by Vietnam because the US has a larger trade deficit with Vietnam.

President Donald Trump on Wednesday announced the US had reached an agreement with Vietnam, charging a 20% tariff on imports of Vietnamese products and a 40% tariff on transshipments.

Although this week's negotiations in Washington are the first official round between Thailand and the US, officials have held several online discussions to pave the way for talks.

Consequently, Mr Poj expects Thailand will reach an agreement with the US by July 9. If not, Thailand could face a 36% tariff rate, unless Washington has a change of heart or agrees to extend the negotiations.

Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira was meeting on Thursday morning in Washington with US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer, with results from those discussions expected on Friday.

"Vietnam's agreement serves as a benchmark, setting a 40% tariff on goods that transit through Vietnam to the US. We have to see the details of this agreement, including the local content ratio in those products," said Mr Poj.

He said trade circumvention issues in Thailand can be resolved more easily than in Vietnam, which shares a border with China.  

Mr Poj said Thailand's proposals are not bad, but it remains unclear whether the US has any further demands.

Aat Pisanwanich, an adviser on Asean affairs at Intelligence Research Consultant, said Vietnam's deal indicated trade circumvention through Thailand could also face a 40% tariff rate from the US. This would affect Chinese goods such as solar cells, electric motorcycles, batteries and electronic parts.

He said Thailand may face a tariff rate similar to Vietnam, or it could be lower due to Vietnam's larger trade surplus with the US, which exceeds US$100 billion, compared to $45 billion for Thailand.

Mr Aat predicted Thailand might face a tariff of less than 20%.

There is a high possibility that the US will impose a tariff between 15% and 20% on Thai products. Should this occur, Thailand's trade surplus with the US would decrease to approximately $25 billion, based on the value of Thai exports to the US of around $60 billion last year.

Thai exports to the US are forecast to decrease by $20 billion to about $40 billion this year, he said.

"Based on Vietnam's deal, Thailand's total exports are projected to grow by 6-7%. In the first half of the year, Thai exports jumped 14%," said Mr Aat.

He said there are growing concerns about Thailand's potential opening market for US goods at a 0% tariff. Goods of most concern include livestock products such as beef and pork.

Mr Aat said such a move could jeopardise numerous local farmers and businesses. However, for other agricultural products, such as soybeans and maize, the impact is less alarming because Thailand already relies heavily on imports of these products.

Vuttikrai Leewiraphan, permanent secretary for the Ministry of Commerce, said that in addition to the submitted proposal, Finance Minister Pichai presented additional proposals in the discussions with the US this week.

"The US will decide on the tariff rates and we expect some clarity following the meeting on July 3," he said.
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                  Insurance claims from quake may hit B50 billion                

                Industry association says overall outlook good despite economic challenges
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                                Total insurance claims from the powerful earthquake that struck Myanmar and Thailand in March could surge to 50 billion baht, up from the 30 billion already filed across 150,000 claims, according to the Thai General Insurance Association (TGIA).
The claims process is expected to continue through September.

Somporn Suebthawilkul, the TGIA president, said the quake had a deep impact on both the public and the insurance business, raising awareness of the risks posed by natural disasters.

As a result, he said demand for earthquake-inclusive coverage and personal property insurance is expected to spike.

Mr Somporn said the increased risk may lead to higher premiums for catastrophe-related policies later this year.

Coverage gaps

According to the TGIA, among the most serious losses from the quake was the collapse of the 30-storey State Audit Office building that was under construction in Chatuchak district of Bangkok.

The claims process is still under review, with forensic engineers assessing whether the collapse resulted from design flaws or substandard construction.

If these views are confirmed, the insurer may deny the claim, unless it can be proven the building met all standards and the collapse was caused solely by the earthquake.

The quake also revealed gaps in worker protection. Many construction workers who died or were injured in the quake lacked accident insurance coverage, as their employers had not purchased voluntary policies. These workers' families must seek compensation directly from their employers.

Expanded health options

The TGIA is also working to expand health insurance options by enabling policyholders to choose between public and private hospitals for their treatment.

The new policy structure is designed to provide coverage at both types of facilities, based on the policyholder's preference.

The flexible health insurance plan is expected to launch in the third quarter of 2025.

However, Mr Somporn said treatment at private hospitals costs 6.1 times more on average than at public facilities, which will be reflected in higher premiums for private hospital coverage.

"The goal is not to alter the existing co-payment structure, but to give consumers more choice, enabling them to manage their healthcare expenses more effectively," he said.

Motor compensation cap

Following the October 2024 school bus fire that exposed the limitations in current motor insurance coverage, the TGIA plans to raise the compensation limit for road accident victims from 10 million baht to 20 million under both compulsory and voluntary motor insurance.

Mr Somporn said the current compensation cap is inadequate to fully support victims and confirmed that brokers will not be permitted to cancel existing policies as a result of the upcoming changes.

Despite the higher coverage limit, policyholders will not see an increase in premiums, he said, as insurers are expected to absorb the additional risk through reinsurance arrangements.

The new compensation cap is anticipated to take effect soon, pending approval from the Office of the Insurance Commission.

Industry outlook

The TGIA forecasts Thailand's general insurance industry will grow by between 1.5% and 2.5% this year, in line with GDP.

New premiums are expected to reach 270 billion baht, driven by rising demand for disaster insurance and continued growth in motor insurance.

In the first quarter of 2025, the sector expanded by 3.8% year-on-year, reaching 75.3 billion baht, though growth is expected to moderate amid economic uncertainty.

According to Mr Somporn, insurers are expected to adopt artificial intelligence (AI) technologies to improve risk assessment and offer more personalised insurance solutions.

He said smaller, low-premium policies are often neglected by traditional brokers, and AI can help improve access to insurance by enabling the development of cost-effective, personalised coverage delivered through digital platforms.
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                  Glico to stop selling ice cream in Thailand                

                Confectionery giant says sales will continue until year-end, other products not affected
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                                Thai Glico Co Ltd says it will discontinue ice cream sales in Thailand by the end of this year after almost a decade in the market.
The Japanese confectionery company launched its ice cream business in Thailand in 2016 through subsidiary Glico Frozen (Thailand) Co, its first international ice cream venture outside Japan.

The ice cream products were manufactured in Thailand by Chomthana Co, producer of the Cremo brand, and included four brands: Palitte, Giant Cone, Panapp and Seventeen Ice.

In a statement issued on Thursday, Thai Glico said it felt honoured to have served Thai consumers with its ice cream products for over a decade and thanked them for their trust and support.

The company said it would continue selling other products including confectionery and almond milk beverages. Thai Glico added it remains committed to developing new products that are both delicious and healthy for consumers.

Thai Glico operates two chocolate and biscuit factories in Pathum Thani serving the domestic market and for export to Indonesia and Vietnam.

The company expressed hope for continued customer support for its remaining product lines.
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                  World Bank cuts Thailand growth outlook                

                Expansion of just 1.7% foreseen as exports and tourism weaken
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                                Thailand's economic growth is projected to slow to 1.8% this year and 1.7% next year amid intensifying global and domestic headwinds, the World Bank said on Thursday.
The growth forecasts were reduced sharply from the 2.9% and 2.7% rates projected in February. Gross domestic product last year expanded by 2.5%, lagging most Asian peers.

The slowdown reflects weaker exports and tourism, particularly due to a decline in arrivals from China, as well as weak domestic demand, the World Bank said in its Thailand Economic Monitor report.

The recovery in tourism has been slower than forecast, with foreign arrivals expected to reach 37.4 million this year, down marginally from last year, and only returning to pre-pandemic levels by the second quarter of 2026, the report said.

Internally, political uncertainties could delay the 2026 fiscal budget and hold back investments in public infrastructure, causing spillovers into private investment and overall growth, the global lender said.

The Constitutional Court on Tuesday suspended Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra from duty pending a case seeking her dismissal on ethics grounds following the embarrassing leak of her phone conversation with former Cambodian premier Hun Sen.

The World Bank also sees more room for the Bank of Thailand to cut interest rates to spur the sluggish economy.

"With rising domestic and external uncertainty, as well as falling inflationary pressure, the monetary stance is projected to become more accommodative in 2025," it said.

The Bank of Thailand has cut its key interest rate by a cumulative 75 basis points since October to 1.75% to cushion the blow to the economy from the fallout of global trade tensions and an uncertain growth outlook. It has also left the door open for further easing.

Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said earlier that the economy could expand by just over 1% this year due to the impact of US tariffs.

Mr Pichai is in the United States for trade talks this week. Washington has threatened to impose a 36% levy on imports from Thailand if a reduction cannot be negotiated before July 9, when a 90-day pause capping tariffs at a baseline of 10% for most nations expires.

Despite all the challenges Thailand faces, growth could hit 2.2% this year if trade tensions cool and private investment grows moderately, the World Bank said.

Domestically, effective implementation of fiscal stimulus and high-quality infrastructure investment could support growth, according to the report.

The World Bank said digital technology can be a catalyst for Thailand's growth and create more jobs, deliver better services and boost productivity in the face of uncertainty.

The nation's digital economy is estimated to contribute around 6% of gross domestic product and is the second-largest in Southeast Asia. Financial services, digital payments, fintech and software and engineering industries, have seen some of the fastest rates of job creation over the past decade, according to the report.


	Commentary: Thailand's export-led economoc model needs a rejig
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                  Trump announces trade deal with Vietnam                

                Agreement calls for 20% tariff rate, rising to 40% for 'transshipped' goods
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                                US President Donald Trump has announced a trade deal with Vietnam following weeks of intense diplomacy between the two countries and ahead of a deadline next week that would have resulted in higher tariffs on the country's imports.
A 20% tariff will be placed on imports of Vietnamese goods to the US, but a 40% levy will apply on any goods deemed to be transshipped through the country, Trump said in a social-media post on Wednesday. He said that Hanoi had agreed to drop all levies on US imports.

"In other words, they will "OPEN THEIR MARKET TO THE UNITED STATES," meaning that, we will be able to sell our product into Vietnam at ZERO Tariff," Trump wrote on his Truth Social network.

The president said he had secured the deal after discussions with Communist Party chief To Lam.

Vietnam's Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in a statement that Trump had pledged to continue cooperating "in resolving issues affecting bilateral trade relations" during the leaders' call on Wednesday.

To Lam proposed that the US recognise Vietnam as a "market economy and remove export restrictions on certain high-tech products", it added.

The deal with Vietnam would be just the third announced following agreements with the UK and China, as trading partners race to cut agreements with the US ahead of a July 9 deadline.

A delegation from Thailand is currently in Washington, seeking to reach an agreement that would include a tariff lower than the 36% rate Trump has threatened.

Trump had announced a 46% duty on Vietnam as part of his initial rollout of so-called reciprocal tariffs in early April that were levied on dozens of countries, but were then pared back to 10% to allow time for negotiations.

Vietnam posed a particular challenge for the Trump administration, as some of the president's top advisers view the country as a strategic partner in efforts to counter China in Asia. At the same time, its exports have become staples for American consumers.

The country has seen its sales to US markets surge in recent years, partly because manufacturers shifted production there from China. It is a major supplier of textiles and sportswear, hosting factories for companies such as Nike, Gap and Lululemon.

Vietnam was the sixth-biggest supplier of US imports last year, sending goods worth almost $137 billion, according to Census Bureau data. Its trade surplus with the US was the third-largest globally on a country basis, behind only China and Mexico. Shipments in May jumped 35% as firms sought to get goods onto vessels as quickly as possible ahead of the deadline.

Some US officials wanted to calibrate tariffs for Vietnam and others in Southeast Asia to ensure they are sufficiently lower than what is imposed on China, to encourage production to leave that country.

The higher 40% rate announced Wednesday would be imposed on goods deemed to be "transshipping" -- where components from China and possibly other nations are routed through Vietnam or subject to only minimal final assembly before being exported to the US.

That has been a major concern for Trump's top trade advisers, including Peter Navarro, who described Vietnam as "essentially a colony of communist China" during an April interview with Fox News.

Full details of what goods would be subject to that higher rate were not immediately available.

US exports to Vietnam were worth just $15 billion last year. Trump touted the prospect of a boost in auto sales as a result of the deal.

Details yet to emerge

Although Trump has announced the broad contours of the agreement, the White House has not yet released a term sheet or published any kind of proclamation codifying the arrangement. And some of the details could still be in development.

The US and UK first announced their own trade deal in early May, but it wasn't until mid-June that Trump signed an executive order implementing the accord. And even then, key details have been set aside to be addressed later.

While Trump and his team initially envisioned holding concurrent negotiations with dozens of trading partners, the president and his advisers have suggested in recent weeks that they will just focus talks with major economies and unilaterally issue levies on smaller countries or those that don't reach agreements.

The deal with Vietnam was struck after weeks of discussions during which the US pressured the country to get tougher on trade fraud, ensure stricter enforcement against the transshipment of Chinese products, and also pushed for the removal of non-tariff barriers.

Vietnam offered to remove all tariffs and repeatedly promised to purchase more American goods. Senior Vietnamese officials flew to the US to rally support and sign deals, including for $3 billion worth of agricultural goods. The trade minister also wooed executives from Nike, Gap and others to encourage them to get behind negotiation efforts.

Officials in the country also touted the Trump Organization's plans to develop a $1.5-billion luxury resort complex, a project that will feature five-star hotels, golf courses and residential estates spanning more than 990 hectares.

The president's son, Eric Trump, attended a groundbreaking event for the project in May, where he was joined by Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh.
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                  Red Bull family the richest in Thailand: Forbes                

                Wealth of country's 50 richest families increased 11% from last year to $170.5 billion
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                                Red Bull co-owner Chalerm Yoovidhya is the richest person in Thailand this year with a net worth of US$44.5 billion, followed by the CP Group's Chearavanont brothers with $35.7 billion, according to Forbes magazine.
A huge boost in the fortunes of the top three entrants on the list of Thailand's 50 richest families propelled a rise of more than 11% in combined wealth to $170.5 billion, Forbes said.

The wealth of the Yoovidhya family increased by $8.5 billion from last year, when they also topped the list. The 24% increase was fuelled by $12.9 billion (417 billion baht) in revenue last year on the sales of almost 13 billion cans of Red Bull worldwide.

The second-ranked Chearavanont brothers saw their net worth increase by 23% to $35.7 billion. They were followed by energy and telecoms tycoon Sarath Ratanavadi, who climbed to third place from fifth, with a net worth of $12 billion (389 billion baht), up 30% from the year before.

Beer, liquor and property tycoon Charoen Sirivadhanabhankdi, 81, slipped one place to fourth with $10.5 billion (340 billion baht). The TCC Group patriarch transferred some holdings to his five children in May but as the group founder, the fortune continues to be listed under his name.

The Chirathivat family, who derive most of their wealth from Central department stores and malls, were fifth with $8.6 billion (278 billion baht). That was down 13% from the year before as weak consumer sentiment affected the retail industry.

Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra was in 11th position with $2.1 billion (68 billion baht).

Though the minimum net worth to qualify for the list dropped to $420 million from $550 million in 2024, four people fell from the ranks, Forbes reported.

A notable absentee is renewable energy magnate Somphote Ahunai, a fixture in the ranks of the country's richest since 2013. Shares of his company Energy Absolute nosedived nearly 80% since fortunes were last measured.

Mr Somphote resigned as CEO after securities regulators accused him and two others of fraud in connection with procurement deals between 2013 and 2015. He denied the accusation and said he was ready to cooperate with state agencies.

[image: ]
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                                The Government Savings Bank (GSB) has vowed to help 2 million vulnerable people a year access formal credit.
According to Vitai Ratanakorn, president of the state bank, the Ministry of Finance and the State Enterprise Policy Office (Sepo) have revised the bank's performance evaluation criteria.

Instead of focusing on maximising profits, the new metric is how effectively the bank can help people access formal credit. This approach aligns with the vision of transforming GSB into a social bank, he said.

Mr Vitai said a large number of people still have either no credit records with financial institutions or credit scores so low most conventional financial institutions cannot extend loans to them. If loans were granted to this group, he said interest rates would typically be very high, around 25-30%.

However, GSB can provide loans to this group at an interest rate of only 12%, said Mr Vitai, who is one of two shortlisted candidates to become governor of the Bank of Thailand. The other is Roong Mallikamas, a central bank deputy governor.

Lending to vulnerable groups carries a relatively high risk of default. Out of every 100 borrowers, 20 are estimated to become non-performing loans (NPLs), he said.

However, the remaining 80 would be recognised as having a credit record with the bank, enabling the bank to increase their credit limits the following year, said Mr Vitai.

While loan programmes for vulnerable groups can result in financial losses for the bank, he said the social bank model compensates for these losses with revenue generated from loans to large businesses.

A social bank is a business model where profits from commercial activities are used to subsidise social missions.

Mr Vitai said the challenge lies in gaining acceptance from stakeholders. For example, Sepo, which oversees state enterprises, must accept that this approach will reduce GSB's profits, he said.

Meanwhile, the Bank of Thailand, which regulates financial institutions, must accept the increased financial risk.

GSB must ensure its profits do not drop excessively. A decline of 3-4 billion baht per year is considered acceptable. The bank aims to maintain annual profits at around 20 billion baht, said Mr Vitai.

He said GSB aims to help 2 million vulnerable people this year, including 1 million who would normally be rejected by commercial banks, resolving small bad debts by partially forgiving them, as well as forgiving debts for around 500,000 borrowers who took out loans under the Covid relief programme.

With these efforts, such borrowers will no longer be classified as NPLs by the bank, said Mr Vitai.

GSB offers various types of social credit programmes, including credit-building loans for "opportunity creation" for individuals with no credit history; job and career creation loans; back-to-school loans; and loans for grassroots and individual borrowers.

Roughly 620,000 individuals have received loans under these programmes as of May 2025.
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                                The board of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) on Wednesday postponed consideration of whether to endorse the outcome of the mobile spectrum auction held on June 29, pending a thorough review to ensure there was no collusion.
NBTC chairman Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck said the relevant documents concerning the auction process were only provided to the commissioners for their consideration late on Tuesday night.

This did not give the board sufficient time for discussion ahead of having to make a resolution on the bid outcome, he said.

Commissioner AM Thanapant Raicharoen said members are concerned about making a resolution and, therefore, need plenty of time in order to carefully consider every aspect.

There was limited competition in the bidding process -- Thailand's two remaining mobile giants were the only ones that met qualifications to take part. 

The board has rescheduled its meeting for July 6, as regulations require a resolution within seven days of the date of an auction.

Advanced Wireless Network (AWN), a subsidiary of Advanced Info Service, and True Move H Universal Communication (TUC), a subsidiary of True Corporation, were the only two qualified bidders in the auction of four spectrum bands.

AWN grabbed 30MHz of bandwidth on 2100MHz for 14.8 billion baht, while TUC won 20MHz on 1500MHz and 70 MHz on 2300MHz with a combined offer of 26.4 billion baht.

Neither entity bid for the 850MHz band.

On Wednesday a group led by the Thailand Consumer Council petitioned to the NBTC board to reject the bidding outcome.

Among the reasons they gave was that the auction conditions did not support the entry of a new player into the market.

One auction condition requires a winning bidder to roll out the network to cover 90% of the population in all districts within five years of receiving a spectrum licence. The group claims this condition had never been stipulated in any of the NBTC's previous auctions.
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        Papering over cracks
        At a time when the country needs a strong, competent government to handle numerous challenges, the new cabinet is just the opposite.

      

      
        The next war comes to a city near you
        I was to visit Ukraine this week, but didn't make the trip. Because the same war I would have seen there had already come to Los Angeles.

      

      
        Porosity can reduce city flood effects
        The rainy season, which officially began in May, combined with the La Ni&ntilde;a effect, brings unusually heavy rains that leave several areas inundated. Worse, the climate change impact intensifies weather turbulences with intense, localised rainfall -- known as "rain bombs" or cloudbursts -- that may cause severe floods in areas with a poor drainage system.

      

      
        UN turns 80 amid wave of global crises
        Amid wars, global strife and massive refugee dislocations, the current global scene is overwhelmed with crises ranging from the Middle East to Ukraine and a dozen African conflicts, which rarely make the news. The contemporary world situation in many ways resembles 1945 and the end of WWII. There's a strange deja vu of a history most people do not know or would rather forget.

      

      
        Temple angst misplaced
        Once again, Phu Man Fah temple is dominating headlines as Cambodia has vented its anger about a construction project at the monastery, smearing it as an "Angkor Wat replica".

      

      
        Key global asset trends to watch
        The war between Israel and Iran offered a real-time look at some new global cross-asset dynamics that can help investors understand the state of play in the first half of 2025 and what they can expect in the next six months.

      

      
        Protest a  worrying sign
        The protest at Victory Monument on Saturday brought back memories of the last two street demonstrations which rocked the capital in recent years -- the protest organised by the People's Alliance for Democracy (PAD) against then-prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, and the rallies held by the People's Democratic Reform Committee (PDRC) against his sister, Yingluck.

      

      
        Women build Myanmar's future
        Amid Myanmar's unrelenting crisis, it is women who are quietly reshaping the nation's future. As the country reels from military violence, institutional collapse, and humanitarian catastrophe, women have stepped forward -- not just as survivors, but as leaders. Their courage is grounded in daily acts of resistance, care, and community-building that keep society intact.
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																Time is running out for Thailand, and the stakes have never been higher. As Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira arrived in Washington this week for critical trade talks with the US negotiation team, Thailand confronts not just a tariff negotiation but an existential challenge to its export-dependent economic model. With US President Donald Trump's 90-day grace period expiring on July 8, Thailand must secure a deal or face a punishing 36% tariff that threatens to unravel decades of export-led development strategy.
The domestic political vacuum resulting from the Constitutional Court's suspension of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra over a leaked phone conversation with former Cambodian leader Hun Sen complicates matters further. The court's decision has plunged the government into crisis precisely when political stability is most crucial. Finance Minister Pichai's negotiation team may now have to convince their US counterpart not only of their proposals' merits but of their own government's tenure and authority to implement any agreement reached.

The challenge is compounded by regional competitive dynamics that Thailand can no longer ignore. While Thailand scrambles to secure its first formal in-person meeting, Vietnam has already engaged in multiple rounds of talks with Washington. This late start means that Thailand must secure favourable terms while ensuring they remain competitive relative to what Vietnam and other Asean neighbours ultimately achieve.

While the US has indicated an 18% levy, Thailand aims to reduce the 36% "reciprocal tariff" to the universal minimum of 10%. The US has requested Thailand address tax measures, non-tariff barriers, digital trade, and economic security concerns to reduce its US$45.6 billion (1.48 trillion baht) bilateral trade deficit. Thailand's earlier offer included greater market access and tighter screening of transshipments. While policymakers know a full-scale deal is unlikely before July 8, there is hope for an extension agreement.

Yet Thailand's underlying vulnerabilities remain stark. The United States remains Thailand's largest export market, accounting for 15% of everything the country sells abroad. Thailand's top export categories -- industrial machinery and electrical equipment -- are particularly vulnerable, as the US accounts for more than one-fifth of total exports in these sectors.

These intermediate products frequently serve as inputs for subsequent manufacturing stages, meaning supply chain disruptions can ripple across multiple production levels. When export-focused companies experience demand volatility, effects often reach smaller domestic suppliers who may not be directly exposed to export markets. This pattern extends to Thailand's other major export sectors, including processed food and rubber manufacturing, where smaller suppliers possess limited financial buffers to weather pricing pressures.

This challenge extends beyond Thailand. Countries like Vietnam, Malaysia, and Singapore, which depend on comparable export portfolios, confront similar vulnerabilities, intensifying the race to reduce US market dependence. Additionally, foreign direct investment implications present more serious concerns. Thailand's export success has depended on attracting multinational corporations to establish manufacturing operations, capitalising on cost advantages and investment incentives.

Tariffs disrupt this logic by raising costs of reaching crucial markets like the United States from Thailand. When multinational companies reassess operational strategies, options like reshoring, nearshoring, friendshoring, or consolidating operations gain increased appeal, pushing companies to rethink their global footprints.

Thailand's deepening relationship with China further compounds these strategic challenges. China has become a rival to Japan as Thailand's most important foreign investment source, pouring money into electric vehicles, digital infrastructure, and real estate. While bringing significant benefits including technology transfer and capital inflows, being closer to China now poses risks in Mr Trump's worldview.

Thailand's electric vehicle ambitions exemplify this dilemma. Chinese automakers like BYD have made massive investments as the country positions itself as Southeast Asia's EV hub. But if Mr Trump views Thailand as facilitating Chinese access to global markets, the carefully crafted EV industrial strategy could become a liability rather than an asset.

Meanwhile, Thailand faces another China-related challenge: the flood of cheaper Chinese products entering the domestic market as Chinese exporters seek alternative outlets after being shut out of America. While Thai consumers may benefit from lower prices, smaller domestic manufacturers risk being eliminated by competition from Chinese companies dumping excess capacity throughout Southeast Asia.

Thailand's diplomatic position has been weakened by recent policy missteps straining relations with Washington precisely when maximum leverage is needed. The deportation of Uyghurs to China, hosting Myanmar's junta leader in Bangkok, and arresting an American academic on lese-majeste charges have all sent wrong signals at the wrong moment. The current domestic political uncertainty simply does not help.

Thailand's conciliatory offer to increase imports of US energy, agricultural products and aircraft might sound reasonable but is overly simplistic and reinforces asymmetric negotiations without securing meaningful concessions in return.

As multinational companies rethink supply chain structures, the real challenge for Thailand is leveraging the country's competitive positioning based on deeper understanding of its roles within global industries. Countries that perform critical tasks or provide complete ecosystems are harder to replace in global value chains.

Thai policymakers must begin by comprehensively mapping how Thailand-based firms participate in global value chains across industries. Thailand needs a granular understanding of what tasks are performed where, which firms are involved, how they connect to global networks, and what competitive advantages they provide. This analysis should inform policies that go beyond traditional tax incentives toward making operations in Thailand essential for multinational companies. As firms reassess their global footprints, Thailand must provide compelling reasons for their continued presence.

Mr Trump's tariffs represent more than a trade policy challenge that can be overcome through negotiations. They signal a fundamental shift in how global economic relationships are structured and supply chains are reconfigured. Disruptions caused by rising nationalism, geopolitical rivalry, and unpredictable trade policy are the new rules of the game.

As the July 8 deadline approaches, Thailand's future prosperity depends not just on what negotiators can achieve in Washington, but on securing terms that preserve competitiveness against regional rivals while building an economy resilient enough to thrive regardless of trade policy volatility. To thrive and survive in this new environment, countries need to think beyond tariff negotiations and re-evaluate how to fundamentally strengthen their economic foundations. Thailand's strategic recalibration is not just urgent, but existential.
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																At the Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development this week in Seville, delegates are calling for urgent action to fix a system that has stopped working. Prior to the third such gathering a decade ago, in Ethiopia, we had witnessed unprecedented advances towards reducing poverty, increasing school enrolment, and providing clean water worldwide. Today, however, progress is not only slowing but potentially stagnating -- or, worse, reversing.
Global growth this year is expected to slow to its lowest rate (outside of a crisis) since 2008. The outlook is especially problematic for developing countries that are already growing well below historical averages, and for those 35 countries, mostly in Africa, that are already in or at high risk of debt distress. One out of every three countries now spends more repaying creditors than on health or education.

As debt payments crowd out money needed for development, these countries' futures are being jeopardised. Meanwhile, the global gap between the richest and the poorest continues to grow, with Oxfam estimating that the new wealth of the top 1% surged by more than US$33.9 trillion since 2015 -- enough to end poverty 22 times over.

The situation won't change unless there are greater flows of finance to developing countries. Moreover, quality matters as much as the quantity: There has been far too much finance of the kind that leads to financial distress, and far too little of the kind that promotes sustained growth.

We believe that finance for development is too important not to involve every stakeholder. As the late Pope Francis emphasised, doing so is a moral obligation. That is the message of the Vatican's new Jubilee Report on debt, reflecting the work of a global commission of experts -- which one of us (Stiglitz) chaired.

But fixing development finance is also a matter of self-interest for most advanced economies. After all, poverty and inequality give rise to social tension, diseases, and conflicts, with spillovers that do not respect national boundaries. Moreover, a lack of finance in developing countries implies a lack of investment in climate-change mitigation, a global public good that is necessary for everyone's future prosperity.

With the world so divided, and so afflicted by the exercise of raw power and by short-term thinking, the Seville conference should be seen as an opportunity to renew multilateralism for the common good. But it will need to be more than just an exercise in speech-making about the hope of a better future. Such rhetoric must be translated into tangible progress, and there are some signs that this could happen.

The outcome document, the "Compromiso de Sevilla", forged at the United Nations in New York, gives us confidence that this gathering will lay the foundation for a new debt and financial architecture. Specifically, Spain has launched the Sevilla Platform for Action, providing a comprehensive framework for coalitions of the willing to advance ambitious, but feasible, initiatives that will drive material progress in addressing challenges related to sustainable development.

For example, we should see the launch of a Global Hub for Debt Swaps to generate more fiscal space for investment in sustainable growth; a Debt Pause Clause Alliance, to ease pressure on vulnerable countries' budgets when they are squeezed by extraordinary events; a broad push to re-channel International Monetary Fund special drawing rights (SDRs) -- the IMF's global reserve asset, held mostly by wealthy countries -- towards more effective uses; steps to strengthen the voices of debtor countries through a borrower-country platform; and the start of an intergovernmental process on debt restructuring at the UN, following principles that were already agreed by an overwhelming majority of member states a decade ago.

These steps represent just the start. In time, the Seville conference could be remembered not as a landing zone, but as a launchpad for further action. But for that to happen, we must continue to push for more ambitious, yet feasible, solutions. For example, creating a Jubilee Fund with $100 billion (3.25 trillion baht) worth of untapped SDRs for debt buybacks would provide the most vulnerable countries with resources that they desperately need to promote sustainable growth. Equally, one can imagine broader frameworks for debt-for-nature and debt-for-development swaps, as well as new and fairer green trade and investment agreements that enhance domestic resources and facilitate developing countries' participation in the global effort to address climate change.

Seville represents an opportunity to look at finance and send a message of commitment to multilateralism. We remain optimistic, because we believe in the power of pragmatism. By focusing on workable solutions that go beyond the text of whatever agreement emerges, we can finally put development back on track. (c)2025 Project Syndicate 1995-2025



Carlos Cuerpo is Spain's Minister of the Economy, Trade, and Business. Joseph E Stiglitz, a Nobel laureate in economics, is a University Professor at Columbia University.
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																At a time when the country needs a strong, competent government to handle numerous challenges, the new cabinet is just the opposite.
In short, it is not up to expectations, by any standards.

The reshuffle became inevitable after Bhumjaithai, the second largest coalition partner, withdrew from the government and went into the opposition.

Despite calls for Paetongtarn Shinawatra to quit over the controversial telephone conversation with Cambodian strongman Hun Sen, she is still struggling on.

Hours after the cabinet list was announced on Tuesday, she was suspended as prime minister by the charter court over the telephone leak saga, but maintains a place in the cabinet as culture minister.

Evidently, the new cabinet is not based on meritocracy.

The change is to ensure the party's short-term, if not immediate, survival by sharing the political cake among those in its circle -- giving or returning favours so they do not jump ship and will still be around at the next election.

Some appointments are astounding.

Case in point is the appointment of newcomer Jatuporn Buruspat, as commerce minister.

His background as permanent secretary for natural resources and the environment raises the question as to whether he is the right choice at the ministry that is supposed to tackle economic difficulties.

However, he is a key figure in the Group of 18 in the United Thai Nation Party, which otherwise would have left the coalition.

Two other newcomers who made it into the cabinet were Pongkawin Jungrungruangkit, the newly appointed labour minister, and Atthakorn Sirilathayakorn, the agriculture minister -- both of whom are political novices.

More importantly, the decision to leave the defence portfolio completely vacant and to have deputy defence minister Gen Nattphon Narkphanit serve as an acting minister is hard to understand due to the fact that the country is currently having a border dispute with Cambodia and that there is also mounting violence in the deep South.

Leaving such an important position vacant is unprecedented in Thai politics.

At the same time, several under-performing ministers such as Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa, who has kept a low profile amid the escalating Thai-Cambodian dispute, remains in the same post.

Perhaps this is because he has proven to be a "yes man'' for the Shinawatra family.

The new political partnership reflects one fact: that the ruling Pheu Thai Party has lost its bargaining power, so it has had to yield to the demands of smaller or micro parties, and even factions, handing them ministerial positions to prevent the government from falling apart.

Yet the new coalition line-up, which now only has a paper thin majority cannot ensure stability.

On the contrary, analysts are already labelling the coalition a lame-duck government which will face an uncertain political future.

These cabinet appointments show Pheu Thai is focused on its own interests instead of thinking about how to move the country forward.

This cabinet cannot win public confidence, nor trust.

Needless to say, the appointment of some ministers diminishes any hope that the new cabinet will pull the country out of crisis.
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																I was to visit Ukraine this week, but didn't make the trip. Because the same war I would have seen there had already come to Los Angeles.
World War III is well underway, but it's not a global contest between hegemons, or alliances of nations. Instead, World War III consists of assaults by authoritarian national governments oncities, usually their own. To Americans, the Trump administration's lawless attacks on Los Angeles might seem shocking. We are not accustomed to the federal government sending thousands of troops to police Americans, or to masked secret police arresting anyone they see, or to federal administrations seeking to imprison elected local leaders. But look around the planet, and the Battle of Los Angeles appears familiar.

World War III's hottest spot may be Turkey, where autocratic President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has been sacking local governments for years. This spring, the war came to Istanbul, with the arrests of the popular mayor Ekrem Imamoglu, senior municipal staff, city district leaders, and thousands of protesters. Imamoglu faces trumped-up charges of corruption. But the mayor's real crime was defeating Mr Erdogan's party in municipal elections and governing so well that he became more popular than Mr Erdogan. Mr Erdogan's decapitation of municipal leadership leaving the city "effectively rendered inoperable," according to lawmaker Gokhan Gunaydin. In this, Turkey embodies a global dynamic. National governments are losing legitimacy by failing to resolve social problems. To remain in power, they turn to authoritarianism, ruling through fear, political conflict.

You might think that national regimes would thank localities that take on governance responsibilities. But it's a mean world, and authoritarians instead attack their most successful and independent cities -- from Istanbul to Los Angeles. That's why the destruction of Aleppo was the essential battle of the now-deposed Syrian dictatorship's civil war. Aleppo -- previously the country's most populous, wealthy, and culturally distinguished city, was a threat to the Syrian regime. Then there's Russia's war in Ukraine, which Vladimir Putin insists belongs to him. In battle, the Russian regime has been most destructive in Russian-speaking municipalities in Ukraine's east, notably Mariupol, a major steel producer and port. Ethiopia's government, in its civil war with the Tigray region, has focused violence on the city of Mekelle, an independent-minded and fast-growing economic centre. The Myanmar junta has repeatedly bombed its beautiful second city, Mandalay.

Even in countries that are not at war, conflicts between authoritarian regimes and self-governing cities are ugly. Hungary's strongman Viktor Orban targets the government and economy of the capital, Budapest. Mr Orban's assaults are mostly financial -- including a June 4 decree that lowers the local business taxes for Orban allies, a tax cut that would destroy the local budget. Effectively, Hungary is bankrupting Budapest, much as Mr Trump has threatened to bankrupt Los Angeles by blocking federal funds. Mr Orban, said Budapest Mayor Gergely Karacsony, "want[s] to push the city to the brink of an abyss. The political intention to paralyse the capital's operations is obvious."

Authoritarian nation-states are more frequently detaining local leaders, often under the pretext of fighting corruption. Indonesia's new president, Prabowo Subianto, is replacing local leaders with military officials and proposing to end local elections.

India's authoritarian-nationalist leader, Narendra Modi, revoked the autonomy of Muslim-majority Jammu and Kashmir and dissolved its local assembly. Mr Modi's allies also jailed and forced out Delhi's longtime chief minister, Arvind Kejriwal. For some regimes, destroying local self-governance is not enough.

China, after dismantling Hong Kong's self-rule, is hunting Hong Kong officials and activists wherever they have fled.

Nation-states also fuel overseas civil wars that destroy cities; the worst example is the Sudanese capital of Khartoum, now a ruin via a civil war involving Egypt, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Ethiopia, Eritrea, South Sudan, Russia, China,and Turkey.

In the US, the World War rages not just in California. Florida's governor has removed local officials, and Texas' right-wing government routinely cancels the democratic decision-making of its cities. Do besieged cities have any chance of defeating the authoritarian nation-states that oppress them? Yes. But it won't be easy. It would require the residents to transform their hometowns into stronger, higher-capacity city-states.

Before that can happen, the protesters opposing the Istanbul mayor's jailing, the bombs dropping in Mandalay, and the secret police in LA must make common cause. (c) Zocalo Public Square

Joe Mathews is founder-columnist at Democracy Local, a planetary publication.
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																The rainy season, which officially began in May, combined with the La Nina effect, brings unusually heavy rains that leave several areas inundated. Worse, the climate change impact intensifies weather turbulences with intense, localised rainfall -- known as "rain bombs" or cloudbursts -- that may cause severe floods in areas with a poor drainage system.
We have to say, the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) did quite well preparing for heavy downpours in the past months, such as through dredging canals, removing waste from waterways and cooking fat from drainage pipes. There are also active flood tunnels, and some are under construction. Yet, several areas still remain flood-prone. The sight of rain-related paralysed traffic underneath and on the Bang Na-Trat expressway, with a backlog 31km long, during a major rain event in late May was indeed horrible.

Undeniably, rainy events remain a threat to several parts of Bangkok as the city is not porous enough. It's time for a change.

Over the past years, urban porosity -- an increase of green spaces, permeable surfaces with the use of porous asphalt/concrete -- has gained more attention from city planners around the world. Green areas include rain gardens and rooftop gardens that help retain and capture water in a heavy rain event, so that it will not overwhelm drainage systems. By accommodating porosity, the city will not have to depend solely on the conventional drainage system. Several cities around the world have adopted urban porosity strategies to cope better with floods. Shanghai and Wuhan in China, for instance, have embraced such a strategy. In effect, they increase green spaces, water-retention areas, and permeable surfaces for roads as well as footpaths.

In Europe, Copenhagen has implemented a plan to tackle cloudbursts by spreading rain gardens around the city. There are also bioswales -- a shallow, vegetated channel that helps manage stormwater runoff by capturing it in the ground.

Other cities not far away from Bangkok also adopt this strategy. Singapore, for example, has increased green areas. More importantly, Singaporean city administrators engage the private sector in tree planting and in vertical garden campaigns. Although this strategy primarily aims to reduce the heat island effect, it also significantly accommodates urban porosity.

It should be noted that, while adopting a porosity strategy, these cities do not totally abandon conventional water management systems that include the use of water pumps and drainage pipes. In fact, such a system still remains the backbone of water management, and it requires standard maintenance to maintain, if not improve, its efficiency.

In fact, the ideal water management system must ensure joint operation between the green and blue infrastructure (meaning extensive green space and water retention area) as well as grey infrastructure (or water drainage system).

But if we look at Bangkok, we have to ask if it's time for the BMA to improve the city's drainage system by incorporating more blue-green infrastructure to ensure more porous surfaces so as to drain the rainwater more efficiently. Some questions arise: What can be done so that the city will have more rain gardens, like Chulalongkorn University Centenary Park and Benchakitti Park, that have the capacity to capture and filter water in other parts of Bangkok?

In addition, now that some footpaths are paved with porous asphalt/concrete, what can be done to ensure that city administrators shift to sponge-like material when constructing or renovating city footpaths and some roads, while more tall buildings set aside area for rooftop or vertical gardens?

To see this happen, it's necessary for the state -- the central government and the BMA -- to set a long-term strategy to increase the presence of pores in the city. The state may offer incentives in the form of tax as well as financial support for the private sector and the public, so that they accommodate green infrastructure, which in effect will increase water retention areas.

Increasing city porosity can be a co-benefit as it will solve flood problems and, at the same time, secure more green and recreational areas that will help tackle pollution and heat island effects. Such a co-benefit measure is, by all means, considered economically cost-effective.

With regard to city development, it's time Bangkok increases porosity, a key measure against climate challenges. It will also help increase city people's quality of life. If done, city people will not have to worry that the roads will turn into canals anytime it rains.

Nuntachart Ratanaburi is a researcher at TDRI. Policy Focus from the TDRI appears in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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									UN turns 80 amid wave of global crises								

															

																Amid wars, global strife and massive refugee dislocations, the current global scene is overwhelmed with crises ranging from the Middle East to Ukraine and a dozen African conflicts, which rarely make the news. The contemporary world situation in many ways resembles 1945 and the end of WWII. There's a strange deja vu of a history most people do not know or would rather forget.
From the cauldron and chaos of WWII, a new world organisation was created in San Francisco.

In April through June 1945, delegates from over 50 countries, led by the Big Five Allies of the still ongoing Second World War, assembled to form a new organisation to maintain international peace and security, promote economic development and create the framework of international law. Given that the UN was following the moribund and tragically ill-starred League of Nations, this was indeed a tall order.

The US delegation to San Francisco included then-Secretary of State Edward R Stettinius, former Secretary of State Cordell Hull, and Senators Tom Connally (D-Texas) and Arthur Vandenberg (R-Michigan), as well as Congressional and public representatives. The San Francisco Conference grew out of various wartime meetings and commitments made by the Allies for what would emerge as a world organisation.

The State Department Historian advised: "The United States joined Britain in issuing a joint declaration that became known as the Atlantic Charter. This pronouncement outlined a vision for a postwar order supported, in part, by an effective international organisation that would replace the struggling League of Nations." Then-President Franklin D Roosevelt suggested the name of the United Nations.

The governments of the United States, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, and Nationalist China formalised the Atlantic Charter proposals in January 1942, shortly after the United States entered the war. Later, the Allied powers, along with 22 other countries, agreed to work against the Axis (Germany, Japan, Italy), and to the creation of the United Nations after the war.

Victory in Europe, VE Day, the triumph over Nazi Germany hadn't happened yet and there was still a job to do in the Pacific to defeat Imperial Japan, that victory VJ Day, coming in August.

Clearly, the mood in San Francisco was upbeat as it was hopeful. There were 850 delegates at the Conference; indeed, with staff and conference secretariat, it comprised 3,500 people. In addition, there were 2,500 media.

Delegations and staff were spread throughout the city by the bay. The iconic St Francis Hotel hosted 27 delegations, including Canada, France, Iran, Egypt, among others. The stately Fairmount on Nob Hill hosted delegations and the drafting of the UN Charter in the hotel's Garden Room. Meetings were held at the Opera House. The Charter was signed in the adjoining Herbst Theatre.

The resulting UN Charter, the founding document of the United Nations, pledged to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war. The principal bodies of the General Assembly, the membership of the whole (then 51, now 193) and the powerful Security Council, with the founding members, the US, Britain, France, Nationalist China and the Soviet Union, along with another ten non-permanent members.

The Charter "remains the bedrock of international relations", recalls UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres.

The San Francisco Conference closed on June 26, 1945. In a show of support, then-President Harry Truman attended the final session for the signing of the United Nations Charter, congratulating the delegates for creating a "solid structure upon which we can build a better world". However, Truman still needed to secure Senate ratification of the document. President Truman stressed, "I want to see the United States do it first". Early bipartisan support for the UN was strong; the UN Charter was approved in the Senate on July 28, 1945, by a vote of 89 to 2.

The United Nations came into existence on Oct 24, 1945, after the US, the UK, China, France and the Soviet Union had ratified the Charter. The first members included Brazil, Canada, Chile, Iran, Lebanon, the Philippines and Turkey. Stalin added the Soviet "Republics" of Belorussia and Ukraine as members.

The UN's early years were dominated by crises in the Middle East, the creation and membership of the State of Israel, conflict between India and Pakistan, and the Korean War in June 1950. Equally, a host of humanitarian and refugee agencies were established to assist economic development.

Today, 80 years later, how much has really changed?
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																Once again, Phu Man Fah temple is dominating headlines as Cambodia has vented its anger about a construction project at the monastery, smearing it as an "Angkor Wat replica".
The project, Siha Nakhon, comprises three tall cone-shaped towers. It is surrounded by buildings representing several art styles, forming part of the monastery, which covers over 200 rai in Buri Ram's Nang Rong district.

On June 20, Cambodia's Culture and Fine Arts Minister Phoeurng Sackona slammed the Buri Ram temple. She alleged the project "affects the universal value of the Angkor archaeological site and the Khmer cultural identity", adding it "has demonstrated a significant lack of ethics regarding heritage, thereby compromising the Khmer culture's soul and original state".

The minister aired her claims during the 40th technical session of the International Coordinating Committee on Safeguarding and Development of Historical Sites of Angkor and Sambor Prei Kuk, or ICC-Angkor/Sambor Prei Kuk, held in Siem Reap.

Her allegations raised eyebrows. Airing the issue at such a forum, which works towards the preservation of the Angkor archaeological complex and another site at Angkor Thom that enjoys Unesco recognition, seems out of place and time, if not nonsensical.

Cambodia is upset with the project, launched in 2019 by the abbot of Phu Man Fah temple, which is striving to make the site a religious landmark. It has demanded that the temple suspend work and hand over the blueprint. The temple denies it copied anything, and says there is no blueprint as it's based entirely on the abbot's imagination.

In recent years, Cambodia has sent officials and experts to inspect the temple numerous times, only to repeat the accusations, amid loud cheers by some Cambodian netizens.

However, Phoeurng Sackona must not let her paranoia blind her to the fact that a mere resemblance between cultural buildings and objects of cultural heritage is not unusual.

The format of three cone-shaped towers is not confined to Cambodia. Such temple formats can also be found on Thai soil as the two countries share many aspects of cultural heritage.

Just take a look at the three towers in Phimai sanctuary in Nakhon Ratchasima, or the Prang Sam Yod in Lop Buri, for example. Both were built before Angkor Wat came into existence. But despite the resemblance, key construction and decorative details for each building differ -- a fact the minister selectively omitted from her accusations.

The minister should be aware of an undisputable resemblance: Cambodia's Silver Pagoda in Phnom Penh and Thailand's Temple of the Emerald Buddha and Royal Palace in Bangkok. The landmarks contain several identical characteristics, including a mural painting featuring the Ramayana, the main chapel, and other structures. The two sites are symbols of the nations; there is no need to bother about their originality.

Many might turn up their nose at Phu Man Fah temple's flamboyant complex, which makes the monastery look more like a theme park. However, the temple has committed no crime in pursuing its Siha Nakhon project. Cambodia's claims that the temple has violated its cultural identity are vague, irrelevant, and over the top.

The minister deserves praise for her efforts to preserve Khmer heritage. Yet she should know that nothing in the world can compromise Angkor Wat's value. Once she acknowledges this fact, she can talk reasonably.
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																The war between Israel and Iran offered a real-time look at some new global cross-asset dynamics that can help investors understand the state of play in the first half of 2025 and what they can expect in the next six months.
Amid all the noise of the 12-day conflict, three points stood out.

First, the US dollar failed to mount any major advance during the roughly two weeks of the conflict, even though the DXY dollar index was sitting at a three-year low when Israel attacked Iranian nuclear facilities on June 13.

Second, the US Treasury market also failed to catch a bid amid the fighting, with the 10-year yield rising around 10 basis points right after the initial strikes. While yields have slipped since then, that appears to be related more to Federal Reserve dynamics than geopolitical drama.

And finally, there was oil, where the story was mixed. Prices jumped around 15% after fighting broke out, but then rapidly tumbled to pre-conflict levels once it appeared unlikely that there would be any significant supply disruption.

So, what does this episode tell us?

The real-time signals in the dollar and Treasury market reinforce the growing consensus that the US may no longer be the world's safe haven, the world's firefighter, if you will. Instead, in certain instances, America may now be the cause of the fire.

This speaks to perhaps the most important market trend of the past six months: the underperformance of US stocks relative to Europe and Asia.

Investors appear to be warming to the potential for a secular change in global equity leadership away from the US and towards the rest of the world. The MSCI ACWX index of non-US equities is up more than 13% year-to-date versus a roughly 1% gain for the S&P 500.

If this secular leadership shift occurs, it would be accompanied by more dollar weakness as a sustained period of capital repatriation out of the US plays out. This, too, is already showing signs of manifesting with the US dollar index down roughly 10% year-to-date.

The upshot of these trends is a rare outcome, notes European investment bank Societe Generale. A broadly diversified portfolio including non-US equity, corporate credit, and commodities has outperformed US equity in the year to date. That has only happened two times, on an annual basis, since 2009, according to SocGen.

Given all this, what asset classes may be well-positioned to outperform in the second half of the year and beyond? One contender could be a long-unloved asset class: commodities.

First, commodity prices are linked to global economic activity, and there are some bullish growth signals emerging despite the uncertainty about tariffs and geopolitics. For instance, the Citi Global Economic Surprise Index has recently picked up sharply, led by Europe.

On top of this, there is the Trump administration's new "run hot" approach to the US economy. As Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent indicated in an X post on May 18, the administration's goal is to stabilise the debt burden by ensuring nominal GDP remains above interest rates. This reduces the risk of a near-term US recession and, in turn, improves the global growth outlook.

And as I've previously argued, we could be in the beginnings of a long global growth cycle underpinned by increased spending in Europe, Asia, and North America, the three nodes of what I refer to as the TriPolar World. And that would be highly bullish for commodities.

Next, if the US dollar continues to weaken, this should provide a tailwind for commodity demand, given that most of these contracts are priced in dollars.

Continued dollar weakness, in turn, should allow emerging market central banks with policy space to cut interest rates and stimulate their economies without having to fear the negative exchange rate fallout. This should support both global growth and demand for commodities.

In terms of performance, commodities have lagged relative to stocks over the past decade, with the S&P GSCI commodity index generating an annualised return of under 3% over that period, versus more than 11% for the S&P 500.

Related to this, consider that the mining industry represented only around 1% of global stocks' market cap, a record-low, as of mid-May, according to an analysis by Crescat Capital.

And, importantly, commodities have recently appeared to be on the verge of breaking out on a technical basis, with the S&P GSCI index briefly eclipsing 580 last week as the Middle East conflict was heating up.

Of course, commodities could continue to lag if the Trump administration's chaotic economic policies weigh on global growth. But the president's actions since mid-April suggest that he has little stomach for upsetting markets or growth.

It's also possible that the "short dollar" trade, which has become crowded, could reverse. But considering how over-exposed many foreign investors were to US assets coming into 2025, this trade may still have room to run.

We obviously have no crystal ball to tell us whether Middle East tensions will rise again, providing more of a tailwind for energy commodities. But investors often wait for moments when fundamentals and technicals are aligned, and the cross-asset moves in recent weeks suggest that could now be the case for commodities. Reuters

Jay Pelosky is the founder and Global Strategist at TPW Advisory, a NYC-based investment advisory firm.
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																The protest at Victory Monument on Saturday brought back memories of the last two street demonstrations which rocked the capital in recent years -- the protest organised by the People's Alliance for Democracy (PAD) against then-prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, and the rallies held by the People's Democratic Reform Committee (PDRC) against his sister, Yingluck.
Both protests ultimately failed to remove the leaders from power. However, they paved the way for two military coups to happen -- the first was led by Gen Sonthi Boonyaratglin, and the latest by Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha.

On Saturday, Thai politics seemed to have come full circle, with old faces from the PDRC and PAD back to protesting on the streets, this time under the banner of the "Ruam Palang Paen Din Pok Pong Athipatai", or the United Power of the Land to Protect Sovereignty, group.

Despite the heavy rain over the weekend, at least 10,000 people reportedly showed up to the peaceful rally to back the push to remove yet another prime minister from the Shinawatra family from office -- this time, Thaksin's daughter, Paetongtarn. The embattled PM is at the centre of the political crisis, which stemmed from the leaked recording of her conversation with former Cambodian prime minister Hun Sen, in which she could be heard promising to do what he wanted to de-escalate the situation along the border.

If history is any indication, then this protest movement is destined to fail. Indeed, all street protests over the past two decades -- including those staged by the red shirts and the Democracy Restoration Group (DRG) -- failed to achieve their goal of booting the prime minister from office.

However, the latest protest is a cause for concern. During the demonstration, veteran protest leader Sondhi Limthongkul told the crowds which gathered on Saturday that he wouldn't object "if the military does something".

Equally worrying is the ultranationalist rhetoric which accompanied his coup-friendly attitude. At the protest, he encouraged the government to reclaim areas along the border which now belong to Cambodia. Such hardline rhetoric truly has no place in today's society.

His comments faced a backlash from both the ruling coalition and the opposition, forcing the group to issue a statement to reassure the public that the group isn't calling for a military coup.

This, however, isn't enough. To ensure peace, a political campaign or protest must be geared towards promoting democracy through inclusive dialogue and educating the public about the need for a democratic solution and just policies.

In fact, Mr Sondhi's remarks spoiled the group's political momentum. The Pheu Thai Party and People's Party have officially blasted the group, accusing it of trying to overthrow the government and undermine democracy by calling for a military putsch.

The war of words which followed Saturday's protest suggests Thai politics is about to reach a dead end once more. Street protests and political rhetoric will not bring about real change and improvement.

The leaders of all protest movements must remember that people -- regardless of their political inclinations -- turn to street protest because they lack trust in their elected lawmakers.

To prevent violent street protests or even a military coup, lawmakers and political parties must work to show that they exist to protect public interests, not their own political goals.

Without trust, the centre will not hold.
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																Amid Myanmar's unrelenting crisis, it is women who are quietly reshaping the nation's future. As the country reels from military violence, institutional collapse, and humanitarian catastrophe, women have stepped forward -- not just as survivors, but as leaders. Their courage is grounded in daily acts of resistance, care, and community-building that keep society intact.
Since the February 2021 coup dismantled a fragile democratic transition, Myanmar has plunged into a multilayered emergency. More than 20 million people need humanitarian aid. Over two million have been displaced. Public services have collapsed, civil liberties have vanished, and impunity reigns. With global attention drifting, women have filled the void -- organising aid, running underground schools, leading resistance networks, and offering a vision of democracy.

They have led civil disobedience movements, documented war crimes, sustained underground education, delivered humanitarian aid, and coordinated resistance networks. These are not supporting roles -- they are the backbone of survival, the architecture of resistance, and the foundation of any future democratic transition.

This truth came into sharp focus at the recent Regional Dialogue on Women's Leadership in Myanmar, where parliamentarians, civil society leaders, and regional actors gathered to recognise the indispensable role of women in political resistance and grassroots governance.

Stripped of formal authority, many elected women leaders have continued to organise in exile, build alternative systems of governance, and advocate for their communities on the international stage.

Their innovation is striking. From launching community lotteries to establishing informal development banks, women have created pathways to sustain resistance and deliver services in places abandoned by the state.

They run schools in displacement camps, provide healthcare in conflict zones, and keep local economies alive. Yet, despite their vital contributions, they remain sidelined from formal political processes. For them, education is a frontline of resistance. With formal schools bombed or militarised, women have stepped in to provide learning through underground classrooms, community hubs, and family-led instruction. As one teacher from Kayin State said, "Even if we cannot teach chemistry, we can teach compassion, courage, and conscience." These efforts are not just about education, but efforts to preserve dignity, hope, and the capacity to imagine a future beyond fear.

Myanmar's women are demanding recognition of their labour, their knowledge, and their rightful place in claiming the fight for democracy and equality and shaping the country's future. The evidence is clear: where women lead, fractured societies begin to heal. Their leadership is strategically grounded in experience and essential to sustainable peace.

Across Southeast Asia, we see that institutionalising gender equality is possible. The Philippines' Magna Carta of Women has helped embed gender-responsive governance, while Indonesia's gender quotas and budget mandates have opened pathways for women's political participation.

These models are not flawless, but they prove that structural inclusion is achievable. For Myanmar, gender equity must not be a footnote to democratic transition. It must be a cornerstone of its legitimacy.

Asean's response to the Myanmar crisis remains strikingly gender-blind. While the bloc frequently cites its commitment to the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda, it continues to marginalise women-led civil society groups. Humanitarian aid is routinely routed through military-linked channels, bypassing the very community-rooted organisations that have demonstrated both credibility and reach in delivering aid and support on the ground.

This approach must be fundamentally rethought. A credible regional response demands structural inclusion -- not symbolic gestures. That means directly funding women-led initiatives, guaranteeing their representation in political and peace negotiations, and safeguarding women human rights defenders from intimidation, violence, and detention.

During the dialogue, a proposal emerged: to establish a parliamentary task force on women, peace, and democracy, starting with Myanmar. Such a mechanism could track threats against women leaders, advocate for their participation, and press Asean governments to uphold their WPS commitments. Amid regional inertia, this task force could offer both moral clarity, solidarity and strategic direction.

Even as acts of resilience grow stronger, international support continues to recede. Funding for women-led organisations has dwindled. Diplomatic engagement has faltered. And looming is the threat that sham elections orchestrated by the junta may be legitimised in the name of "stability." Such an outcome would not only undermine Myanmar's pro-democracy movement -- it would betray the very women who have risked everything to sustain it.

At the core of their struggle lies a vision of peace that is profoundly feminist -- not as a slogan, but as a framework grounded in justice, care, and accountability. It is a peace forged not through elite bargains, but through the leadership of survivors who refuse to be defined by their suffering. It is a peace that embeds women at the heart of constitutional reform, humanitarian governance, and national healing.

Myanmar's women are shaping this future -- with courage, conviction, and a commitment to their communities. They are doing so without safety nets, without stable funding, and too often, without the recognition they deserve. The real question is whether the region -- and the international community -- will find the political will and moral clarity to stand with them.



Yuyun Wahyuningrum is Executive Director, ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights (APHR).
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        Six Senses Bangkok to open in Silom
        Six Senses has signed a hotel management agreement with Narai Hospitality Group to introduce Six Senses Bangkok as part of Hatai, a visionary mixed-use development on the site of the iconic Narai Hotel in the heart of Silom.

      

      
        New movies out this week: July 3-9
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        88rising powers up music scene with new studio and concert
        88rising, a global music and media company representing the best of Asian talent, continues to mark the roll-out of Future Asian Music (FAM), a music distribution platform powering the future of Asian independent and emerging music, with two initiatives.

      

      
        Boosting the Northeast
        To further develop the creative economy in the Northeast, the Creative Economy Agency (CEA), Khon Kaen province and Alliances teamed up to create the Isan Creative Festival under the theme "Isan Soul Proud". The festival is presented through three industries -- entertainment and content; handicrafts, arts and design; and food.

      

      
        Iconsiam celebrates five decades of Sino-Thai ties with lantern festival
        To celebrate the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations between China and Thailand, Iconsiam is holding three major events that showcase the finest of Chinese art and culture, until Aug 15.

      

      
        Ramathibodi Foundation unveils The Little Prince collection
        The Ramathibodi Foundation recently launched its new charitable memorabilia collection titled Le Petit Prince, or The Little Prince, inspired by the world's classic literature that has won people's hearts for more than 80 years.

      

      
        Australia cancels Kanye West's visa over 'Heil Hitler' song
        SYDNEY --- Kanye West, also known as Ye, has had his Australian visa cancelled after he released "Heil Hitler", a song promoting Nazism, the country's home affairs minister said on Wednesday.

      

      
        BTS to release first album in four years
        SEOUL --- BTS is launching its first album in four years next spring, a high-stakes comeback for the Korean pop (K-pop) sensation, its agent Hybe Company and South Korea's music industry.

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: July 2-8
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!

      

      
        Alibaba expands AI cloud services in Malaysia, Philippines
        TAIPEI --- Alibaba Group Holding Limited is adding new data centres in Malaysia and the Philippines in pursuit of growth driven by artificial intelligence (AI).&nbsp;
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									Six Senses Bangkok to open in Silom

									Hotel is scheduled to open in 2028
								

								Six Senses has signed a hotel management agreement with Narai Hospitality Group to introduce Six Senses Bangkok as part of Hatai, a visionary mixed-use development on the site of the iconic Narai Hotel in the heart of Silom.
								[image: ]

Narai Hotel first opened its doors in 1968, becoming a trailblazer in Thailand's hospitality story as a grand gathering place that shaped Silom's skyline and set the scene for its business and social district. For more than five decades, its dedication to exceptional service and unique offerings made it a beloved establishment for travellers, celebrities and royalty. Now, in partnership with Narai Hospitality Group, a new chapter begins with Six Senses Bangkok.

Six Senses Bangkok will offer an intimate experience, with around 100 spacious rooms and suites providing a peaceful retreat from the city's energy, along with a balance of wellness spaces and intuitive, heartfelt hospitality.

Narai Hotel's original wooden foundation has been carefully extracted and will be repurposed and woven into the interior design, echoing the Six Senses philosophy of using local, sustainable and natural materials.

[image: ]

Crowning the hotel will be a 700m2 suite and signature restaurant designed by Joyce Wang. Interiors are designed by Bar Studio complements the architectural vision throughout the property and extends to the main restaurant, which connects to a sky lobby via a sky garden incorporating elements of biophilic design.

The rooftop pool will draw swimmers from the indoors out to unwind after a busy day in the city. Six Senses Spa Bangkok will offer the brand's signature blend of high-tech, high-touch treatments, and, as with all Six Senses properties, guests can expect integrated wellness offerings, mindful sleep programmes, nourishing cuisine and an authentic connection to the local community.

Six Senses Bangkok is scheduled to open shortly after the 60th anniversary of the original Narai Hotel in 2028, creating a fitting continuation of the legacy and marking a new milestone for both the hotel and the city.

Six Senses Bangkok is one of two hotels to open at Hatai, that will also feature premium retail and dining experiences, and community gathering spaces across almost 6,000m2. Six Senses Bangkok will join Six Senses Samui and Six Senses Yao Noi in Thailand, alongside Six Senses Rome and Six Senses Kyoto. Hotels in London, Milan, Lisbon, Dubai, and Tel Aviv have also been announced.
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									New movies out this week: July 3-9

									'Fushigi Dagashiya Zenitendo' is directed by Hideo Nakata who's best known for his Ring movies
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
								[image: ]

Fushigi Dagashiya Zenitendo (The Supernatural Sweet Shop: The Movie)

Directed by Hideo Nakata.

Who's in it?

Yuki Amami, Kokoro Hirasawa and Rikka Ihara.

What's it about? 

Zenitendo is a mysterious candy store that only lucky people can reach. All the candy recommended by the owner of the store is perfectly suited to the buyer's troubles. However, the candy might bring happiness or misfortune.

Why watch it? 

Based on the popular children's book series and anime adaptation about Zenitendo.

[image: ]

2025 Riize Concert Tour: Riizing Loud

Directed by Kyung Chan Kim, Oreum Kim and Chaelim Le.

Who's in it?

Shotaro, Eunseok, Sungchan, Wonbin, Sohee and Anton.

What's it about?

The South Korea K-Pop boy band Riize's first solo concert, which took place in Seoul. 

Why watch it?

The beginning of the group's "Riizing Loud" journey.
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									88rising powers up music scene with new studio and concert

									
								

								88rising, a global music and media company representing the best of Asian talent, continues to mark the roll-out of Future Asian Music (FAM), a music distribution platform powering the future of Asian independent and emerging music, with two initiatives.
								The first is the launch of FAM Studios Bangkok at The Corner House in Bangkok's historic Talat Noi district on July 8 and 9. It will be a dedicated community space for budding artists developed in partnership with Cloud 11, a Bangkok-based tech collective empowering creators through labs and studios.

It will also offer residencies and various opportunities for artists to record, film and showcase their work globally, supported by Cloud 11's state-of-the-art infrastructure and 88rising's international network.

The second is "Levi Road to FAM - The Finale" featuring Thai headliner Milli, at Hua Lamphong train station, Rama IV, on July 9 at 6pm. This is the final stop in the multi-city music series that toured Southeast Asia in May.

The evening will also feature performances by talent from three cities -- Fariz Jabba from Singapore, feminist firebrand Zamaera from Kuala Lumpur, Ramengvrl from Jakarta and Zack Tabudlo from Manila.

Moreover, 88rising will curate a programme of music symposiums as part of Thailand Creative Culture Agency's "Splash - Soft Power Forum 2025", the largest regional platform dedicated to advancing Thailand's creative soft power. It will be held under the theme "Thailand's Opportunities In The Creative Culture", at Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, from July 8-11.

The culture conference will offer yet another opportunity to showcase Asia's creative industries. Invited speakers, including global audio platform Spotify, will provide a space of discovery where the next generation of creatives and music entrepreneurs can learn from the industry's best as well as from each other.

There is no admission fee to both "Levi's Road to FAM - The Finale" and "Splash - Soft Power Forum 2025" but reservations are required.

Visit megatix.in.th.
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									Boosting the Northeast

									The Isan Creative Festival in Khon Kaen showcases the region's creative economy through diverse industries and activities
								

								To further develop the creative economy in the Northeast, the Creative Economy Agency (CEA), Khon Kaen province and Alliances teamed up to create the Isan Creative Festival under the theme "Isan Soul Proud". The festival is presented through three industries -- entertainment and content; handicrafts, arts and design; and food.
								Throughout the nine days of the festival, running from June 28 until Sunday, more than 200 activities are provided in seven formats -- academic programmes, creative business platforms, showcases and exhibitions, talks and workshops, events and entertainment programmes, creative markets and creative district projects.

More than 900 people from the Northeast and other regions participated in creating the festival. In addition to local buyers in creative industries, over 250 international buyers from China, Italy, Sweden and Malaysia were invited. Isan Creative Festival is expected to attract more than 300,000 visitors and create economic value of no less than 500 million baht.

Besides Isan Creative Festival, this year, the Thailand Creative & Design Center (TCDC) -- a creative space by CEA -- will be established in 10 provinces. Among the 10 locations, four will be located in the Northeast, including Nakhon Ratchasima, Sisaket, Surin and Ubon Ratchathani. The TCDC in these areas is expected to be a space that helps push creators, local businesses, students and people develop their abilities. Their creativity will hopefully elevate their province to become an attractive place to travel, live and invest.

The main venues hosting the Isan Creative Festival are TCDC Khon Kaen, Pullman Hotel Khon Kaen, Columbo Creative District and Sawathi Community (Wat Chai Si).

Here are some highlights of the Isan Creative Festival.

[image: Pullman Hotel Khon Kaen will renovate the hotel for guests who stay for months at a time. photos courtesy of Creative Economy Agency (CEA)]
Pullman Hotel Khon Kaen will renovate the hotel for guests who stay for months at a time. (Photos courtesy of Creative Economy Agency)



Pullman Hotel Khon Kaen

The CEA selected the hotel sector as a pilot industry for developing the creative economy in Khon Kaen. The target group is people who come for long stays either for work or other activities. This group, composed of digital nomads, athletes and those who come for cosmetic surgery, has been increasing. The pilot project, titled LongStay, has been implemented in six hotels including Mekin Farm, The Charm Boutique Resort and Pullman Khon Kaen.

The Charm Boutique Resort is located opposite a cosmetic clinic. The CEA tried to connect the resort with the clinic since some patients want a place to recover from surgery.

Pullman also takes the LongStay project seriously because executives decided to renovate the hotel for guests who potentially stay for months. An executive at Pullman revealed that the main guests of the hotel are South Korean sports teams. During winter, South Korean teams escape freezing weather for Khon Kaen to train young athletes.

Other frequent guests are Lao people who come for medical treatment since Khon Kaen has excellent hospitals. These guests choose to stay at Pullman because the hotel is located conveniently and offers easy access to various places in the city. Pullman Hotel has already started renovating rooms, expected to be completed by the middle of next year. The renovation will enhance Wi-Fi capabilities and other amenities that help add to the convenience.

[image: Mural art at Wat Chai Si. Creative Economy Agency (CEA)]
Mural art at Wat Chai Si. 



Columbo Creative District

Located next to Khon Kaen University, Columbo Creative District is an area that has the potential to be a creative community. The area showcases music performances, movies, handicrafts and artwork.

CoolConut Radio Space organised Isan dance performances by the elderly. The founder of CoolConut Radio Space said the space is for promoting local instruments. In the evening, there are local and international musicians playing together.

Khontemporary is the location of Isan Cinema House which showcases local and international films. At the same location, there is a pizza parlour from Suwanakhet. The owner of this homemade pizza restaurant decided to open a branch in Khon Kaen because dairy farms in the province make it easy for them to produce their own mozzarella cheese. Next to the restaurant is the Khontemporary Coffee Bar and Photo Gallery. The coffee bar's signature drink is coffee with khai phum (swamp algae), a so-called superfood. They have a process to dry khai phum and grind it into powder to mix with coffee. Its taste is similar to matcha, but without caffeine.

Established in 2016, Columbo Craft Namdoo is a community of over 10 handicraft studios open every day except Tuesday. Namdoo in Isan means together. During the festival, every studio provides handicraft workshops for visitors.

Located at the entrance, Patata Studio provides a service for tattoos, beading, making key chains and painting glass. The studio is also a community for feminists and LGBTI. Founded by two artists, KleiWinkel studio creates handmade souvenirs that combine painting and ceramic skills. Two artists sit and work opposite each other and when one artist finishes making a bracelet and clay souvenir, she passes it to the other for painting. Little Miss Something is filled with colourful crocheted flowers that can attract many female visitors.

[image: CoolConut Radio Space. Creative Economy Agency (CEA)]
CoolConut Radio Space. 



Sawathi Community

Since Wat Chai Si in the Sawathi community was built in 1865, many parts of the temple have been rebuilt and renovated. Although Isan-style murals in Wat Chai Si were repaired, they still retain their originality. At Wat Chai Si, visitors will meet a young guide who narrates a folktale regarding the journey of Sinsai using murals. On weekends, there is a performance of Sinsai's story by young actors. Their show is captivating, using intriguing handmade puppets accompanied by molam, traditional Isan music. Next to Wat Chai Si, there is a space for Sawathi Goods Souvenirs. The souvenirs were created by three artists, including Siri, an illustrator who created the well-known character Tomato Twins. She created new characters for the Sawathi community and other artists created souvenirs inspired by the story of Sinsai and Isan murals.

[image: Larb-flavoured chocolate.]
Larb-flavoured chocolate.



According to the exhibition, at the residence of Rabiab Wataslip (a famous molam troupe), the yearly 4.7 billion baht generated from audiences helped support the economy. Founded in 1964, Rabiab Wataslip's breakthrough came in 2006 when the troupe appeared in the famous TV drama Queen Of Mor Lam. The crew increased rapidly from 20 to over 200. In 2022, the troupe got into the spotlight when they performed with contestants at Miss Grand Thailand. Due to their fame, the troupe also performed at the Big Mountain Music Festival in 2024. People who visit Rabiab Wataslip will see an exhibition that explains the history of the troupe, information about molam and molam costumes.

[image: Columbo Craft Namdoo. Suwitcha Chaiyong]
Columbo Craft Namdoo. (Photo: Suwitcha Chaiyong)



TCDC Khon Kaen

Mok, Fab Cafe Bangkok and ISANCF organised a showcase titled Zaap Power to reveal a new style of Isan snack. Rila, an international award-winning craft chocolate brand, created larb-flavoured chocolate. Khao pong or Isan rice crackers, which are easy to crack due to their large size, were reimagined to be smaller than a person's palm. Additionally, instead of grilling over charcoal, the new khao pong can be cooked in a microwave for convenience.

The Isan Creative Festival runs until Sunday in Khon Kaen. For more information, visit facebook.com/isancreativefestival.

[image: Isan snacks.  Creative Economy Agency (CEA)]
Isan snacks. 
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									Iconsiam celebrates five decades of Sino-Thai ties with lantern festival

									
								

								To celebrate the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations between China and Thailand, Iconsiam is holding three major events that showcase the finest of Chinese art and culture, until Aug 15.
								Running at River Park is the Bangkok debut of the Yuyuan Lantern Festival 2025, a renowned event from Shanghai with over a century of history and officially listed as an intangible cultural heritage of China.

The theme, "Spirit Of Mountains And Seas", draws inspiration from the ancient Chinese classic Shan Hai Jing (The Classic Of Mountains And Seas), reimagined through contemporary lantern artistry using immersive light, shadow and interactive technology.

Besides the lantern displays, there are cultural performances, local product markets, themed cultural weeks and multimedia art exhibitions.

Adding vibrancy to the celebration is the Bangkok debut of the "Yimu Exhibition" featuring adorable art toys by Leo Huang, a visionary IP creator from Yimu Art design studio who draws from global ecological inspirations to design characters that connect people, nature and cities.

He has brought his signature characters such as the brown panda Seven, the pink hippo Hippo Go and the giant blue bear Hello! Bear to delight Thai audiences at the Walkway, M floor. Available for purchase are collectable items that act as cultural ambassadors symbolising unity across nations.

Exclusively from July 10-16 at 7pm, prepare to witness the Shantou Teochew Chinese Opera Show by Kung Tung Teochew Opera Troupe, a legendary company from Shantou that has garnered numerous national awards and has toured extensively around the world.

The show is renowned for its dramatic storytelling, emotional depth, exquisite costumes and sets and spectacular stage effects.

For this special occasion, the troupe will perform 16 opera pieces, all with Thai and Chinese surtitles. The venue is True Icon Hall, 7th floor. Tickets cost 500, 800, 1,500 and 2,500 baht.

Visit facebook.com/ICONSIAM.
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									Ramathibodi Foundation unveils The Little Prince collection

									
								

								The Ramathibodi Foundation recently launched its new charitable memorabilia collection titled Le Petit Prince, or The Little Prince, inspired by the world's classic literature that has won people's hearts for more than 80 years.
								The Little Prince charitable memorabilia collection is inspired by the philosophy and illustration from The Little Prince, a French classic novella written and illustrated by Antoine de Saint-Exupery which has become a favourite among readers around the world. All pieces in this special memorabilia collection feature carefully crafted design with The Little Prince's signature drawings including the Prince, the Rose, Stars, the Fox and the Plane -- all in the warm colours such as blue, cream, mint green and navy blue. Besides all-time favourites such as T-shirts, hats, bags and umbrellas, new items include cushions, fabric keychains, sunshades and for the first time ever, breastfeeding covers.

Some of the highlights from this collection include T-shirts (250-299 baht for adults and 199-229 baht for kids, available in mint green, navy blue, cream and stripes), jackets (899 baht, available in navy blue and brown), caps (299 baht, available in light and dark denim), foldable bags (139 baht, for the blue one and 159 baht for the dark blue), micro-fabric bags (79 baht, available in dark blue, navy blue and blue) and thermal bags (199 baht, available in green and dark blue).

[image: Ramathibodi Foundation unveils  The Little Prince collection]

Interesting items from the bedding and accessories category include die-cut pillows (250 baht, available in dark blue), pillow cases (250 baht, available in dark blue and blue), cushions with removable cases (329 baht, available in green and navy blue), neck pillows (250 baht, available in navy blue), blanket pillows (399 baht, available in navy blue and mint green) and blankets (599 baht, available in dark blue and blue). Breastfeeding covers are also available at 699 baht, in green and navy blue.

Proceeds from the sale will go to help impoverished patients and the purchase of medical equipment at Ramathibodi Hospital.

The Little Prince collection is now available at Ramathibodi Foundation (Ramathibodi Hospital and Ramadhibodi Chakri Naruebodindra Hospital in Samut Prakan province).

For more news and information, call 0-2201-2222 during office hours or follow Facebook, Instagram or add Line: @RAMAFOUNDATION.
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									Australia cancels Kanye West's visa over 'Heil Hitler' song

									
								

								SYDNEY -- Kanye West, also known as Ye, has had his Australian visa cancelled after he released "Heil Hitler", a song promoting Nazism, the country's home affairs minister said on Wednesday.
								The US rapper released the song that praised the Nazi leader Adolf Hitler across social media and music streaming platforms in May this year.

The song came a few months after West made a string of antisemitic posts on X, formerly Twitter, which included comments such as "I love Hitler" and "I'm a Nazi".

Home Affairs Minister Tony Burke said that while previous offensive comments made by West had not affected his visa status, officials "looked at it again" after the song's release.

"It was a lower level (visa), and the officials still looked at the law and said you're going to have a song and promote that sort of Nazism, we don't need that in Australia," he told national broadcaster ABC (Australian Broadcasting Corporation) on Wednesday.

"We have enough problems in this country already without deliberately importing bigotry."

Burke added that West had family in Australia and had been a longtime visitor prior to the visa cancellation. The singer married his wife Bianca Censori, an Australian architect, in December 2022.

Burke's office declined to comment on the exact date of the visa cancellation. West's management did not respond immediately to a request for comment outside US business hours.

In October 2024, US conservative influencer Candace Owens was also barred from entry into Australia. Burke said, "Australia's national interest is best served when Candace Owens is somewhere else".
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									BTS to release first album in four years

									
								

								SEOUL -- BTS is launching its first album in four years next spring, a high-stakes comeback for the Korean pop (K-pop) sensation, its agent Hybe Company and South Korea's music industry.
								The seven-member group which grew from unknown boy band to global juggernaut, commanded sold-out global tours and Billboard Music awards, with appearances at the United Nations (UN) and the Qatar World Cup in 2022.

Before pausing at the group's peak in 2022, members RM, Jin, Suga, J-Hope, Jimin, V and Jung Kook thrust K-pop to the forefront of the global music stage.

"We are planning to focus on creating new songs from July," RM said during a live chat on fan communication platform Weverse. "Our album is coming out next spring. And there will be a global tour for sure."

BTS plans to produce the new album in the United States from this month.

Suga became the final BTS member to complete his military service last month, fuelling anticipation and drawing a fresh wave of international fans to Hybe's Seoul headquarters.

The new record will be the band's first as a complete group since Proof in 2022. Their last concert, "Yet to Come in Busan," was held in October of that year.

						

							
						


BTS members' decision to serve in the military, despite national debate over possible exemptions, was both principled and risky. It endeared them further to fans but left a vacuum in a hyper-competitive music scene shaped by TikTok trends, hits generated by artificial intelligence (AI) and rapidly shifting fan loyalties.

BTS' fan group, which goes by the name ARMY, is one of the most organised and loyal in music history and has a strong global presence. During the hiatus, fan engagement remained strong through solo music projects and merchandising.

BTS' return comes as Hybe adjusts after Scooter Braun's decision to step down as CEO of Hybe America and grapples with internal disputes over the management rights of NewJeans.

During the group's absence, Hybe diversified its revenues aggressively, with acts like boy band Seventeen and US-based group Katseye gaining traction globally.


	Soft power: BTS fans rally behind Korean international adoptees
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: July 2-8

									14 new titles from Prime Video, Netflix, Max and AFN
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								
PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Heads Of State

Premieres on July 2 

The UK Prime Minister Sam Clarke and U.S. President Will Derringer have a not-so-friendly and very public rivalry that jeopardises their countries' "special relationship". But when they become the targets of a powerful and ruthless foreign adversary -- who proves more than a match for the two leaders' security forces -- they are begrudgingly forced to rely on the only two people they can trust: each other. Ultimately allied with MI6 agent Noel Bisset, they must go on the run and find a way to work together long enough to thwart a global conspiracy that threatens the entire free world. 

[image: ]

City: The Animation

Premieres on July 6

This town, is not just a normal town. There's laughter, love and emotional moments. An unpredictable ordinary life presented by the residents! Exciting stuffs come one after another. Welcome to City.



HBO/MAX

[image: ]

Grosse Pointe Garden Society

Premiered on July 1

Follows four members of a suburban garden club, as they get caught up in murder and mischief, as they strive to flourish.

[image: ]

Jellystone!: Season 3

Premieres on July 3 

An uncontrollable 70s dance craze infects Jellystone and it's up to Cindy, Yogi and Boo Boo to stop it.

[image: ]

Sinners

Premieres on July 4

Trying to leave their troubled lives behind, twin brothers return to their hometown to start again, only to discover that an even greater evil is waiting to welcome them back.

[image: ]

High Rollers

Premieres on July 5 

A master thief must pull off a dangerous casino heist when his nemesis kidnaps his lover. Caught between rival criminals and FBI pursuit, he risks all to save her and score big.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Flow

Premiered on July 1

After a devastating flood, a courageous cat joins a ragtag crew of animals aboard a salvaged boat as they explore a wild, mysterious water-filled world. 

[image: ]

Attack On London: Hunting The 7/7 Bombers

Premiered on July 1

Insider accounts and never-seen-before footage tell the story of the 7/7 bombings on London's transport network in 2005 -- and its explosive aftermath.

[image: ]

The Old Guard 2

Premieres on July 2

Andy and her team of immortal warriors fight with renewed purpose as they face a powerful new foe threatening their mission to protect humanity. 

[image: ]

The Sandman: Season 2 Volume 1

Premieres on July 3

A reunion of the Endless thrusts Lord Morpheus onto a perilous path, where a fateful choice makes him the target of a relentless quest for vengeance.

[image: ]

Dan Da Dan: Season 2

Premieres on July 3

The mystery around Jiji's family boils over as Momo, Okarun and Turbo Granny investigate the strange hot spring town and its even stranger secrets.

[image: ]

Emilia Perez

Premieres on July 7

Four remarkable women pursue happiness in Jacques Audiard's audacious, genre-defying film that unfolds through a fever dream of original songs and dance.

[image: ]

Better Late Than Single

Premieres on July 8 

Ready to step into the dating world, lifelong singles get expert help for style, health and confidence. Will they manage hiccups on their way to love?



AFN

[image: ]

5 Rencah 5 Rasa: Season 2

Premieres on July 2

Chef Sherson Lian shows off his culinary expertise and personality on Malaysia's longest-running cooking show.
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									Alibaba expands AI cloud services in Malaysia, Philippines

									Expansion ensures that Alibaba Cloud can meet rising global demand for secure, resilient and scalable cloud services, says company
								

								TAIPEI -- Alibaba Group Holding Limited is adding new data centres in Malaysia and the Philippines in pursuit of growth driven by artificial intelligence (AI). 
								The Hangzhou-based company's cloud unit launched its third data centre in Malaysia this week and it also plans to open its second data centre in the Philippines in October, it said in a statement released Wednesday. 

Alibaba Cloud also said it is launching a global competency centre in Singapore to help accelerate AI adoption across industries. It said the centre would help more than 5,000 businesses and 100,000 developers access advanced AI models.

Best known for its e-commerce operations in China, Alibaba has been charging into AI, building standalone offerings around its Qwen AI models and growing its cloud services. It has also announced infrastructure investments in Thailand, Mexico and South Korea.

In the wake of DeepSeek's emergence on the global stage, Alibaba Chief Executive Officer Eddie Wu declared in February the company's "primary objective" is now artificial general intelligence, a goal in the industry to build AI systems with human-level intellectual capabilities.


	In Thailand: Cloud First policy gets underway on Oct 1
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8  ROLLING IN IT

Below are the top 10 wealthiest Thai business lead-
ers who made it to the 2025 global billionaires

list in Forbes magazine.
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