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      Breaking News

      
        World's most expensive Birkin bag fetches $10 million in Paris
        PARIS - The first-ever Birkin bag designed by French luxury brand Hermes for celebrity Jane Birkin sold for &euro;8.58 million (US$10 million) at a Sotheby's auction in Paris on Thursday, smashing previous price records for a handbag.

      

      
        Global star Moo Deng celebrates first birthday with four-day zoo bash
        Thailand's beloved pygmy hippo Moo Deng turned one at Chon Buri's Khao Kheow Open Zoo, drawing thousands of fans and media from around the world. The four-day festival featured parades, auctions, and meet-and-greets, celebrating the internet sensation who gained over five million followers for her adorable antics and viral charm.

      

      
        Celebrate the first birthday of MooDeng - Thailand's pygmy hippo and global sensation
        Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chon Buri province, Thailand, is holding a four-day festival to celebrate its global internet star Moo Deng.
The pygmy hippo marks her first birthday on July 10, 2025, leaving behind the animal infancy that boosted her to worldwide internet fame for her cute antics.

      

      
        China urges Southeast Asia to back openness as US tariffs loom
        KUALA LUMPUR --- Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi called on Southeast Asian nations to uphold openness and cooperation Thursday, delivering a message of inclusivity as United States President Donald Trump threatens sweeping tariffs on nations across the region.

      

      
        'Hippo Birthday': Thailand's Moo Deng turns one year old
        CHON BURI - Thailand's pygmy hippo Moo Deng marked her first birthday on Thursday, leaving behind the animal infancy that boosted her to worldwide internet fame for her cute antics.

      

      
        158 blacktip reef sharks spotted in Maya Bay
        Thai marine researchers have reported a remarkable sighting of 158 blacktip reef sharks (Carcharhinus melanopterus) off the coast of the southern province of Krabi.

      

      
        New Barbie raises diabetes awareness
        Mattel Inc has introduced a new Barbie doll representing a child living with Type 1 diabetes, aiming to promote empathy, inclusion and raise awareness, showing children that life with diabetes can still be vibrant and fulfilling.

      

      
        Canada hopes to seal Asean trade deal soon
        KUALA LUMPUR - Canada's top diplomat says she aims to finalise a free trade agreement with Southeast Asian nations "as soon as possible," as the country looks to expand economic ties in the face of tariffs from President Donald Trump.

      

      
        Ship piracy, robberies up 83% this year in SE Asia
        SINGAPORE - There were 95 piracy and armed robbery crimes against ships in Southeast Asia from January to June this year, an 83% increase from the same period last year, according to data from the intergovernmental anti-piracy group ReCAAP.

      

      
        Trump's pick for Singapore envoy chided for lack of knowledge
        WASHINGTON - US President Donald Trump's pick to serve as US ambassador to Singapore had a contentious Senate confirmation hearing in which he struggled to answer inquiries about the city-state and its ties to Washington.
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									World's most expensive Birkin bag fetches $10 million in Paris

									
								

								PARIS - The first-ever Birkin bag designed by French luxury brand Hermes for celebrity Jane Birkin sold for EU8.58 million (US$10 million) at a Sotheby's auction in Paris on Thursday, smashing previous price records for a handbag.
								The modern design classic, owned by a well-known Paris-based handbag collector, sparked a telephone bidding war up to EU7 million, with the final sale price set at 8.58 million with commission and fees, the Sotheby's website showed.

The previous record sale price for a handbag at auction was set by a diamond- and white gold-encrusted crocodile skin Hermes Kelly 28 which fetched nearly $513,000 in 2021 at Christie's in Hong Kong.

"After weeks of anticipation, the bidding opened at 1 million euros -- prompting a gasp from the room," Sotheby's said in a statement.

Sotheby's had advised that the Birkin prototype was expected to set records.

But the staggering price tag is in keeping with the fashion world's recent flashy aesthetics.

After years of so-called "quiet luxury" dominating catwalks, designers have embraced more ostentatious looks in recent seasons that have been dubbed "boom boom" by some trend forecasters.

The identity of the buyer has not been revealed so far.

Fashion legend

The original Birkin has changed hands twice since being put up for sale by Birkin at an auction in 1994 where the proceeds went to an acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (Aids) charity, according to Sotheby's.

Thursday's seller, Catherine Benier, who has a boutique in the upmarket 6th district in Left Bank Paris, told The New York Times before the sale that the bag was the "jewel in my collection".

The birth of the bag has become a modern fashion legend.

During a Paris-London flight, the singer and actress -- who died in 2023 -- complained to a fellow traveller about not being able to find a bag suited to her needs as a young mother.

That fellow passenger happened to be Jean-Louis Dumas, then head of Hermes.

The result of their conversation was a spacious tote with room for baby bottles, created in 1984 and named the Birkin.

It is engraved with the initials J.B. and has several unique features, including closed metal rings, a non-detachable shoulder strap and a built-in nail clipper.

Its condition "reflects the many years of use by the actress and singer," Sotheby's said beforehand.

A slightly differently sized version of the original has become the flagship product of the immensely profitable family-owned luxury French leather goods maker ever since.

Produced in very limited numbers, the bag has maintained an aura of exclusivity and is beloved by celebrities from Khloe Kardashian, Jennifer Lopez to Victoria Beckham.

Frustrated fashionistas in America even sued Hermes in a class-action suit in California last year after they were refused access to the bags.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/3066912/the-10-million-bag-original-birkin-smashes-records-at-paris-auction
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                  China urges Southeast Asia to back openness as US tariffs loom                
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                                KUALA LUMPUR -- Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi called on Southeast Asian nations to uphold openness and cooperation Thursday, delivering a message of inclusivity as United States President Donald Trump threatens sweeping tariffs on nations across the region.
"Together with the Asean (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) countries, we will promote the Asian values of peace, cooperation, openness and inclusiveness," Wang said at a meeting between China and the Asean in Kuala Lumpur. 

The two should "strengthen the revitalisation of Asia amid the historical trend that the Global South is showing a remarkable growth," Wang added.

His remarks come as Trump rolls out higher tariffs on key US trading partners. Starting Aug 1, goods from Malaysia will face 25% tariffs. Laos and Myanmar could see duties rise to 40%, while Cambodia and Thailand face 36%, and Indonesia 32%.

In a meeting with Vietnam's foreign minister, Wang said China is willing to work with Vietnam to safeguard the legitimate interests of all countries. His remarks follow Washington's plan to impose a 20% tariff on Vietnamese exports under a new trade framework, along with a steeper 40% duty on goods deemed to be transhipped, targeting a well-worn backdoor used by Chinese exporters since the first China-US trade war to dodge American tariffs.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio is also in Malaysia for the Asean meetings, though it's unclear if he and Wang will meet. Such a meeting could expand discussions beyond trade and help pave the way for a possible summit between Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping, whom Trump has said he hopes to meet later this year. 

Wang, speaking at another gathering between Asean nations, China, Japan and South Korea, called on the countries to eliminate external interference and work together to drive new growth in areas like electric vehicles and connectivity.

"Unity and cooperation are our only and natural choice," he said.
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									'Hippo Birthday': Thailand's Moo Deng turns one year old

									Zoo in Chon Buri holding four-day festival to celebrate its global internet star
								

								CHON BURI - Thailand's pygmy hippo Moo Deng marked her first birthday on Thursday, leaving behind the animal infancy that boosted her to worldwide internet fame for her cute antics.
								Khao Kheow Open Zoo has been transformed and decorated for the occasion, and packed with international visitors and media crews, all eager to catch a glimpse of Moo Deng, who was calmly enjoying her first birthday in the pool.

Thursday was the first day of a four-day festival at the place where Moo Deng -- meaning "Bouncy Pork" in Thai -- first frolicked to stardom and amassed five million social media fans.

The celebration, starting at 8am, featured a variety of activities and attractions for visitors of all ages, with free admission for children under 12 through Sunday at the zoo in Chon Buri, about a 2-hour drive from Bangkok.

Visitors enjoyed mascot parades and meet-and-greet sessions with Moo Deng's keepers who shared cute stories about their celebrity charge. The zoo also hosted a market selling Moo Deng licensed goods and auctions for the hippo's memorabilia.

The hammer prices ended with 700,000 baht for footprints and 50,000 for her famous black plastic baby basin. (Story continues below)

[image: (Photo: Khamoo and the Gang)]
(Photo: Khamoo and the Gang)



[image: Zoo director Narongwit Chodchoy reads a birthday card for Moo Deng, written by the internet influencer Molly Swindall, who flew from New York for the occasion. (Photo: Nannalin Tiengtae)]
Zoo director Narongwit Chodchoy reads a birthday card for Moo Deng, written by the internet influencer Molly Swindall, who flew from New York for this occasion. (Photo: Nannalin Tiengtae)



Happy memories

As an estimated 12,000 people streamed into the zoo on Thursday, director Narongwit Chodchoy said it is no longer only the hippo's appearance that keeps people returning -- Moo Deng is getting bigger and not bouncing as before -- but the memories she stirs in her fans.

"Happy Birthday Moo Deng. I wish all the love for you," he quoted one birthday greeting to the starlet as saying.

Although the number of visitors might not match the peak seen at the height of her popularity last year, the zoo welcomed 1 million visitors in the first 10 months after Moo Deng first went on view, the director said. He expected about 40,000 people to join the birthday celebrations, which coincide with a 4-day holiday weekend for most Thais.

One of the special guests on Thursday was Molly Swindall, a TikToker who gained fame in 2024 by flying all the way from New York to see Moo Deng, and has now returned to cook a meal for her favourite hippo.

Jennifer Tang took a week off her work in Malaysia to make the pilgrimage, telling AFP she was "a little bit obsessed" with the calf she described as a "chaos rage potato".

"She's really special to me, she makes me happy," she said. Tang insisted Moo Deng is "still really sassy and funny" despite approaching maturity.

"Take a look at the crowd today -- she's still a legend," she told AFP.

						

							
						


Keeper in the spotlight

Apart from the birthday girl, another star attraction was Autthapol "Benz" Nundee, the 32-year-old hippo keeper and administrator of the Facebook page Khamoo and the Gang, and the man behind Moo Deng's many viral moments.

"I get to know more people. Wherever I go, I am greeted by fans," he said when asked how his life has changed after a year of caring for Moo Deng.

A lot of visitors took pictures with him, thanking him for taking good care of their beloved animal.

His birthday wish? "I wish her to be the happiness of people around the world forever," he said.

Moo Deng, meanwhile, spent most of her birthday plodding in her enclosure, munching fruit and vegetables -- a stark contrast to the energetic yet clumsy antics that earned her fame as a pint-sized pachyderm.

"Moo Deng used to be very naughty and jumped around all the time," said Mr Autthapol. "Now she only eats and sleeps."

"Her popularity has slowed," he admitted. "But some old fans have returned, and there are new ones too."

The celebration on the first day ended with the huge crowd giving her a giant birthday cake, worth 100,000 baht, sponsored by a fan who won another cake auction a week ago.

Media photographers clung to the fence, hoping to capture shots of Moo Deng eating. However, surprisingly or not, it was her mother Jona who stole the first bite of the treat. Minutes later, Moo Deng, now weighing 93 kilogrammes, calmly emerged from the pool.

The crowds cheered as she moved, and at every bite she took. (Story continues below)

[image: Molly Swindall displays a meal she cooked for Moo Deng on Thursday, alongside keeper Autthapol ]
Molly Swindall displays a meal she cooked for Moo Deng on Thursday, alongside keeper Autthapol "Benz" Nundee, a celebrity in his own right. (Photo: Nannalin Tiengtae)



[image: Moo Deng at two months old on Sept 15, 2024. (Photo: AFP)]
Moo Deng at two months old on Sept 15, 2024. (Photo: AFP)



'Cuteness doesn't last long'

Moo Deng started to become famous in September 2024, with pictures, videos and edited memes widely shared online.

She soon gained global recognition, occupying pages on international media outlets, including Time, The Guardian, the BBC, the Straits Times and others, and becoming a Thai icon, boosting zoo attendance and inspiring everything from moodboards to meme coins.

There were hopes Moo Deng's stardom would spotlight the plight of the endangered pygmy hippo, native to West Africa with only around 2,500 left alive, according to the International Union for Conservation of Nature.

But social media and search engine metrics suggest Moo Deng's popularity peaked around late September last year before dramatically declining.

"Moo Deng went viral very quickly when she was born," said Joshua Paul Dale, an academic who teaches courses on the phenomenon of "cuteness" at Chuo University in Japan.

"Maybe part of our appreciation of cuteness is knowing that it's something that doesn't last very long," he told AFP.

Moo Deng is part of a pantheon of captive animals that have enjoyed flash-in-the-pan popularity for their cuteness online, including Australia's Pesto the penguin and China's Hua Hua the panda.

Pygmy hippos have a lifespan of between 30 and 50 years.

While academic Dale predicts she may lose the limelight to longevity, he says Moo Deng could enjoy enduring appeal as fans recall "how unbearably cute she was when she was very, very small and just born".

"That can kind of continue on and affect our relationship with cute things, even when they grow up," he said.

						

							
						


Moodeng year in review. (Video: Khamoo and the gang Facebook)
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                  158 blacktip reef sharks spotted in Maya Bay                

                'Remarkable' sighting the most ever observed at one time in waters off Krabi
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: A sighting of 158 blacktip reef sharks has been recorded in Maya Bay in Krabi province. (Photo: Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation)]
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                                Thai marine researchers have reported a remarkable sighting of 158 blacktip reef sharks (Carcharhinus melanopterus) off the coast of the southern province of Krabi.
The sighting was made in Maya Bay, part of Hat Noppharat Thara-Mu Ko Phi Phi National Park, said the researchers from the Marine National Park Research Centre Region 3 (Trang).

The presence of so many sharks is another encouraging sign for Maya Bay, which has become a model for successful marine conservation after years of ecological restoration efforts.

The site gained fame -- and notoriety -- as the locale for the hit movie The Beach 25 years ago.

The discovery was made during a survey conducted from July 2-8 as part of the Shark Watch Project. It marks the highest number of blacktip reef sharks observed at one time in the bay, according to the research team.

The peak occurred on the morning of July 3 when researchers spotted all 158 sharks simultaneously using aerial drones and BRUV (baited remote underwater video) units to count and study their natural behaviour.

Th large gathering of sharks is seen as a positive sign of a healthy marine ecosystem, the researchers said. As apex predators, blacktip reef sharks play a crucial role in maintaining ecological balance.

The findings will support future conservation planning and sustainable ecotourism in Maya Bay, which continues to recover after years of environmental restoration, said the research team.

[image: Researchers spot all 158 sharks simultaneously using aerial drones and underwater BRUVs (Baited Remote Underwater Video) to count and study their natural behaviour. ( (Photo: Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation)]
Researchers were able to spot 158 sharks simultaneously using aerial drones and BRUV (baited remote underwater video) units to count and study their natural behaviour. (Photo: Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation)



[image: Members of a research team collect data at Maya Bay. ((Photo: Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation)  ]
Members of the research team collect data at Maya Bay in Krabi. (Photo: Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation)
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									New Barbie raises diabetes awareness

									Mattel partners with foundation to develop doll with accessories needed for managing condition
								

								Mattel Inc has introduced a new Barbie doll representing a child living with Type 1 diabetes, aiming to promote empathy, inclusion and raise awareness, showing children that life with diabetes can still be vibrant and fulfilling.
								Developed in partnership with the diabetes awareness foundation Breakthrough T1D, the new Barbie comes equipped with realistic medical accessories used by people with Type 1 diabetes, including a continuous glucose monitor (CGM) and an insulin pump.

In addition, the company says, the blue polka-dot outfit worn by the doll symbolises global diabetes awareness, serving as a subtle yet meaningful design element.

[image: (Photo: Barbie)]
(Photo: Barbie Facebook page)



Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune condition where the body attacks and destroys the cells in the pancreas that make insulin.

It is often diagnosed in childhood, and patients have to monitor their glucose levels and take insulin every day.

"Barbie helps shape children's early perceptions of the world, and by reflecting medical conditions like Type 1 diabetes, we ensure more kids can see themselves in the stories they imagine and the dolls they love," said Krista Berger, senior vice-president of Barbie and global head of dolls with Mattel.
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                  Canada hopes to seal Asean trade deal soon                

                Foreign minister says country aims to diversify markets to blunt US tariff impact
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                                KUALA LUMPUR - Canada's top diplomat says she aims to finalise a free trade agreement with Southeast Asian nations "as soon as possible," as the country looks to expand economic ties in the face of tariffs from President Donald Trump.
"We are diversifying and we are establishing those trade relationships," Anita Anand, who has been Canada's foreign minister since May, told Bloomberg TV Thursday on the sidelines of an Asean foreign ministers' summit in Kuala Lumpur.

"We are currently negotiating with Asean for a free trade agreement, and we look forward to the conclusion of those negotiations."

Her remarks come as Canada, like many countries, seeks to reduce its reliance on the US market amid rising American protectionism. Although the US, Canada and Mexico have a trade pact signed during Trump's first term, the president has imposed import taxes of 50% on foreign steel and aluminium, along with levies on cars and trucks -- all major Canadian exports.

"Those tariffs are hitting us as well, and we believe they're unjustified," Anand said, adding that "we're engaged in complex negotiations with the United States to address the tariffs."

To expand trade in Asia, Canada has invested heavily in export infrastructure. The government bought and expanded the Trans Mountain pipeline, its only west coast conduit capable of filling oil tankers for Pacific shipments.

Meanwhile, a consortium including Shell Plc, Petronas of Malaysia and PetroChina recently began operations at a major liquefied natural gas facility in British Columbia province.

Still, Canada remains heavily dependent on US trade, with about three-quarters of its exports -- including most oil, gas and autos -- going south of the border last year.

Trade frictions with China also persist. Beijing has imposed tariffs on Canadian canola and other agricultural products in response to Canada's levies on Chinese electric vehicles, steel and aluminium.

In Southeast Asia, Anand said Canada wants "to continue to support multilateralism, to continue to show the world that as there is global stress in the geo-strategic environment, Canada is a partner that will always show up to open the doors to trade".


	Related: Former Thai minister calls for Asean tariff negotiating team
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                  Ship piracy, robberies up 83% this year in SE Asia                

                Regional watchdog says most attacks take place in narrow areas of two key straits
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                                SINGAPORE - There were 95 piracy and armed robbery crimes against ships in Southeast Asia from January to June this year, an 83% increase from the same period last year, according to data from the intergovernmental anti-piracy group ReCAAP.
Most of the incidents occurred in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore, which the watchdog flagged as an area of concern. There were 80 incidents in these waters over the period, compared to 21 in the first half of 2024.

Most incidents in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore were not severe, with no ship crew injured 90% of the time. Nine in 10 incidents happened after dark, said the information centre for ReCAAP, which stands for the Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia.

The group said there was no evidence to suggest that ships of a particular flag were being targeted, and that incidents tended to occur on ships that were slow-moving and had crew who were less vigilant.

"Perpetrators take grave risk to their lives during attacks on the ships to steal low-value items. This indicates that socioeconomic conditions are driving the perpetrators to commit crimes," said the anti-piracy group.

In half of the 80 cases in the two Southeast Asian waterways, nothing was stolen, while in 29% of the incidents, the attackers took engine spares.

About half of the attacks in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore were on bulk carriers and a quarter on tankers, the information centre said.

"In most incidents, the criminals boarded ships that were ill-prepared, had low freeboard, and manoeuvred at slow speed in restricted areas of the Straits of Malacca and Singapore," the ReCAAP centre said, referring to narrow parts of the straits where there is congestion and less space to manoeuvre.

Authorities in the region should increase their presence in places where piracy and armed robberies repeatedly occur while crews need to be more vigilant, said Vijay D Chafekar, executive director of the ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre.

"Shipmasters transiting the areas of concern need to increase watchkeeping on deck during hours of darkness and install preventive measures to deter unauthorised boarding," Chafekar said. 
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3066820/ship-piracy-robberies-up-83-this-year-in-se-asia



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Trump's pick for Singapore envoy chided for lack of knowledge                

                'You haven't even done your homework': Thai-born senator roasts physician Anjani Sinha
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                                WASHINGTON - US President Donald Trump's pick to serve as US ambassador to Singapore had a contentious Senate confirmation hearing in which he struggled to answer inquiries about the city-state and its ties to Washington.
Physician Anjani Sinha was pressed by Thai-born Democratic Senator Tammy Duckworth of Illinois over issues such as trade with the US and Singapore's priorities when it assumes the chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations in 2027.

When asked about the size of the US trade surplus with Singapore in 2024, Sinha initially said it was $80 billion, then quickly revised it to $18 billion. The actual surplus was $2.8 billion, according to the Office of the US Trade Representative.

The responses prompted Duckworth to say: "I am trying to help you here but you have not even done your homework." She added that Sinha was "not prepared for this posting."

Duckworth also questioned him about issues that would be important to Singapore, its upcoming chairmanship of Asean, and the US Navy's presence in the city-state.

Sinha either did not know the answers or stumbled in his responses.

At the end of the exchange Ms Duckworth appeared exasperated and said: "I just feel you are not taking this seriously.

"You think this is a glamour posting, that you're going to live a nice life in Singapore, when what we need is someone who can actually do the work."

Videos of the exchange (see below) have gone viral in Southeast Asia.

Asked if he supported Trump's 10% tariff on imports from Singapore, Sinha said, "I believe in the president's decision of free trade with any nation in the world and he's resetting the trade numbers with each country and he's open for discussion and dialogue with each country." 

Despite the pushback from Duckworth, Republicans hold the majority in the Senate and have enough votes to approve the nomination. 

The post of ambassador to Singapore has been a fraught issue since the first Trump term, when his initial nominee for the role failed to advance to the confirmation stage.

Then, during the Biden administration, Ambassador Jonathan Kaplan was accused in an inspector-general's report last year of threatening staff, wasting money and poorly promoting US interests. 

Kaplan, who left his post in January, said in a statement at the time that he took "full responsibility for quickly addressing the concerns and recommendations found in the report". 

Sinha appeared alongside four other ambassadorial nominees, including Kimberly Guilfoyle, the fiancee of Donald Trump Jr, who has been nominated to serve in Greece.

The oprthopaedic surgeon and founder of a chain of clinics was introduced by South Carolina Senator Lindsey Graham, who cited Singapore's medical tourism sector as an area Sinha could help develop.

"He knows the region and he knows the issues," Graham said.
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        Celebrate the first birthday of MooDeng - Thailand's pygmy hippo and global sensation
        Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chon Buri province, Thailand, is holding a four-day festival to celebrate its global internet star Moo Deng.
The pygmy hippo marks her first birthday on July 10, 2025, leaving behind the animal infancy that boosted her to worldwide internet fame for her cute antics.

      

      
        'Hippo Birthday': Thailand's Moo Deng turns one year old
        CHON BURI - Thailand's pygmy hippo Moo Deng marked her first birthday on Thursday, leaving behind the animal infancy that boosted her to worldwide internet fame for her cute antics.

      

      
        158 blacktip reef sharks spotted in Maya Bay
        Thai marine researchers have reported a remarkable sighting of 158 blacktip reef sharks (Carcharhinus melanopterus) off the coast of the southern province of Krabi.

      

      
        Surge in demand for jet fuel during first 5 months
        Jet fuel led energy consumption in Thailand from January to May this year, with usage increasing by 12.3% year-on-year over the first five months of 2024, surpassing demand for other fuels in the transport and manufacturing sectors, said the Department of Energy Business.
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									'Hippo Birthday': Thailand's Moo Deng turns one year old

									Zoo in Chon Buri holding four-day festival to celebrate its global internet star
								

								CHON BURI - Thailand's pygmy hippo Moo Deng marked her first birthday on Thursday, leaving behind the animal infancy that boosted her to worldwide internet fame for her cute antics.
								Khao Kheow Open Zoo has been transformed and decorated for the occasion, and packed with international visitors and media crews, all eager to catch a glimpse of Moo Deng, who was calmly enjoying her first birthday in the pool.

Thursday was the first day of a four-day festival at the place where Moo Deng -- meaning "Bouncy Pork" in Thai -- first frolicked to stardom and amassed five million social media fans.

The celebration, starting at 8am, featured a variety of activities and attractions for visitors of all ages, with free admission for children under 12 through Sunday at the zoo in Chon Buri, about a 2-hour drive from Bangkok.

Visitors enjoyed mascot parades and meet-and-greet sessions with Moo Deng's keepers who shared cute stories about their celebrity charge. The zoo also hosted a market selling Moo Deng licensed goods and auctions for the hippo's memorabilia.

The hammer prices ended with 700,000 baht for footprints and 50,000 for her famous black plastic baby basin. (Story continues below)
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[image: Zoo director Narongwit Chodchoy reads a birthday card for Moo Deng, written by the internet influencer Molly Swindall, who flew from New York for the occasion. (Photo: Nannalin Tiengtae)]
Zoo director Narongwit Chodchoy reads a birthday card for Moo Deng, written by the internet influencer Molly Swindall, who flew from New York for this occasion. (Photo: Nannalin Tiengtae)



Happy memories

As an estimated 12,000 people streamed into the zoo on Thursday, director Narongwit Chodchoy said it is no longer only the hippo's appearance that keeps people returning -- Moo Deng is getting bigger and not bouncing as before -- but the memories she stirs in her fans.

"Happy Birthday Moo Deng. I wish all the love for you," he quoted one birthday greeting to the starlet as saying.

Although the number of visitors might not match the peak seen at the height of her popularity last year, the zoo welcomed 1 million visitors in the first 10 months after Moo Deng first went on view, the director said. He expected about 40,000 people to join the birthday celebrations, which coincide with a 4-day holiday weekend for most Thais.

One of the special guests on Thursday was Molly Swindall, a TikToker who gained fame in 2024 by flying all the way from New York to see Moo Deng, and has now returned to cook a meal for her favourite hippo.

Jennifer Tang took a week off her work in Malaysia to make the pilgrimage, telling AFP she was "a little bit obsessed" with the calf she described as a "chaos rage potato".

"She's really special to me, she makes me happy," she said. Tang insisted Moo Deng is "still really sassy and funny" despite approaching maturity.

"Take a look at the crowd today -- she's still a legend," she told AFP.

						

							
						


Keeper in the spotlight

Apart from the birthday girl, another star attraction was Autthapol "Benz" Nundee, the 32-year-old hippo keeper and administrator of the Facebook page Khamoo and the Gang, and the man behind Moo Deng's many viral moments.

"I get to know more people. Wherever I go, I am greeted by fans," he said when asked how his life has changed after a year of caring for Moo Deng.

A lot of visitors took pictures with him, thanking him for taking good care of their beloved animal.

His birthday wish? "I wish her to be the happiness of people around the world forever," he said.

Moo Deng, meanwhile, spent most of her birthday plodding in her enclosure, munching fruit and vegetables -- a stark contrast to the energetic yet clumsy antics that earned her fame as a pint-sized pachyderm.

"Moo Deng used to be very naughty and jumped around all the time," said Mr Autthapol. "Now she only eats and sleeps."

"Her popularity has slowed," he admitted. "But some old fans have returned, and there are new ones too."

The celebration on the first day ended with the huge crowd giving her a giant birthday cake, worth 100,000 baht, sponsored by a fan who won another cake auction a week ago.

Media photographers clung to the fence, hoping to capture shots of Moo Deng eating. However, surprisingly or not, it was her mother Jona who stole the first bite of the treat. Minutes later, Moo Deng, now weighing 93 kilogrammes, calmly emerged from the pool.

The crowds cheered as she moved, and at every bite she took. (Story continues below)

[image: Molly Swindall displays a meal she cooked for Moo Deng on Thursday, alongside keeper Autthapol ]
Molly Swindall displays a meal she cooked for Moo Deng on Thursday, alongside keeper Autthapol "Benz" Nundee, a celebrity in his own right. (Photo: Nannalin Tiengtae)
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Moo Deng at two months old on Sept 15, 2024. (Photo: AFP)



'Cuteness doesn't last long'

Moo Deng started to become famous in September 2024, with pictures, videos and edited memes widely shared online.

She soon gained global recognition, occupying pages on international media outlets, including Time, The Guardian, the BBC, the Straits Times and others, and becoming a Thai icon, boosting zoo attendance and inspiring everything from moodboards to meme coins.

There were hopes Moo Deng's stardom would spotlight the plight of the endangered pygmy hippo, native to West Africa with only around 2,500 left alive, according to the International Union for Conservation of Nature.

But social media and search engine metrics suggest Moo Deng's popularity peaked around late September last year before dramatically declining.

"Moo Deng went viral very quickly when she was born," said Joshua Paul Dale, an academic who teaches courses on the phenomenon of "cuteness" at Chuo University in Japan.

"Maybe part of our appreciation of cuteness is knowing that it's something that doesn't last very long," he told AFP.

Moo Deng is part of a pantheon of captive animals that have enjoyed flash-in-the-pan popularity for their cuteness online, including Australia's Pesto the penguin and China's Hua Hua the panda.

Pygmy hippos have a lifespan of between 30 and 50 years.

While academic Dale predicts she may lose the limelight to longevity, he says Moo Deng could enjoy enduring appeal as fans recall "how unbearably cute she was when she was very, very small and just born".

"That can kind of continue on and affect our relationship with cute things, even when they grow up," he said.

						

							
						


Moodeng year in review. (Video: Khamoo and the gang Facebook)
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                  158 blacktip reef sharks spotted in Maya Bay                

                'Remarkable' sighting the most ever observed at one time in waters off Krabi
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                                Thai marine researchers have reported a remarkable sighting of 158 blacktip reef sharks (Carcharhinus melanopterus) off the coast of the southern province of Krabi.
The sighting was made in Maya Bay, part of Hat Noppharat Thara-Mu Ko Phi Phi National Park, said the researchers from the Marine National Park Research Centre Region 3 (Trang).

The presence of so many sharks is another encouraging sign for Maya Bay, which has become a model for successful marine conservation after years of ecological restoration efforts.

The site gained fame -- and notoriety -- as the locale for the hit movie The Beach 25 years ago.

The discovery was made during a survey conducted from July 2-8 as part of the Shark Watch Project. It marks the highest number of blacktip reef sharks observed at one time in the bay, according to the research team.

The peak occurred on the morning of July 3 when researchers spotted all 158 sharks simultaneously using aerial drones and BRUV (baited remote underwater video) units to count and study their natural behaviour.

Th large gathering of sharks is seen as a positive sign of a healthy marine ecosystem, the researchers said. As apex predators, blacktip reef sharks play a crucial role in maintaining ecological balance.

The findings will support future conservation planning and sustainable ecotourism in Maya Bay, which continues to recover after years of environmental restoration, said the research team.

[image: Researchers spot all 158 sharks simultaneously using aerial drones and underwater BRUVs (Baited Remote Underwater Video) to count and study their natural behaviour. ( (Photo: Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation)]
Researchers were able to spot 158 sharks simultaneously using aerial drones and BRUV (baited remote underwater video) units to count and study their natural behaviour. (Photo: Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation)
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Members of the research team collect data at Maya Bay in Krabi. (Photo: Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation)
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                  Surge in demand for jet fuel during first 5 months                
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                                Jet fuel led energy consumption in Thailand from January to May this year, with usage increasing by 12.3% year-on-year over the first five months of 2024, surpassing demand for other fuels in the transport and manufacturing sectors, said the Department of Energy Business.
From January to May, jet fuel consumption tallied 18.1 million litres a day, driven by increasing travel among Thai and foreign tourists, said Sarawut Kaewtathip, director-general of the department.

The number of Thai and foreign travellers rose by 2.05% year-on-year during this period.

An expansion of air cargo services also increased demand for jet fuel, said Mr Sarawut.

Jet fuel consumption played an important role in driving up Thailand's total fuel consumption, which rose by 0.8% year-on-year to 158.4 million litres a day during the five-month period.

Demand for diesel, a key fuel for motorists and manufacturers, fell by 1.3% to 68.5 million litres a day, due mainly to concerns over economic uncertainty caused by the US's reciprocal tariff policy.

US President Donald Trump announced in April he would slap a 36% reciprocal tariff on Thai imports but postponed enforcement for a period of 90 days, pending negotiations. After initial talks between Thai and US authorities, the rate remains unchanged and is set to take effect on Aug 1.

Mr Sarawut said demand for other types of fuel experienced lower growth rates than the growth in demand for jet fuel.

In the gasoline and gasohol category, consumption increased by only 0.8% to 31.8 million litres a day, he said.

"Demand for gasohol 95 rose to 19.2 million litres per day while demand for gasohol 91 fell to 6.69 million litres a day," Mr Sarawut noted.

Gasohol 91 and 95 are combination of gasoline and 10% ethanol. The numbers 91 and 95 indicate octane ratings.

Mr Sarawut attributed the slight increase in fuel consumption in the gasoline and gasohol category to various factors, including greater use of battery-powered cars, which made up 6.3% of total passenger cars.

The decrease in gasoline and gasohol consumption was also attributed to more people in Bangkok opting to use electric train services

Consumption of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) fell by 2.3% to 17.6 million kilogrammes a day due to a slowdown in the petrochemical and transportation sectors, though LPG demand among households and industry increased.
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                                The House of Representatives on Wednesday began intense deliberations on five bills to foster social harmony and grant amnesty for political offences, submitted by MPs and citizen groups.
Opening the session, Deputy Speaker Pichit Chuamuangphan presided over the presentation of the bills: the "Promote Peaceful Society Bill" by MP Wichai Sutsawat (United Thai Nation Party); "Promote Peaceful Society Bill" by MP Preeda Boonplerng (Klatham Party); "Amnesty for Political Offences Bill" by the People's Party (PP); the "People's Amnesty Bill" backed by 36,723 voters and Poonsuk Poonsukcharoen; and "Promote Peaceful Society Bill" by Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul -- a late submission.

During the debate, PP list-MP Rangsiman Rome called for a broad, non-discriminatory amnesty, citing abuse of Section 112 of the Criminal Code or the lese-majeste law to silence dissent.

He said the PP-sponsored bill omits specific offences and deadlines, entrusting a central committee -- comprising judiciary, parliamentary, and government representatives -- to vet eligible cases. The measure does not set a cutoff date for such cases.

He said the bill is designed this way because, historically, the state has used "legal warfare" to target citizens with dissenting political views. This includes harsh application of laws such as Section 112, as well as minor infractions like public cleanliness laws or failure to carry an ID card, to harass political opponents.

"In many Section 112 cases, state officials have filed charges without examining the facts, evidence, or ensuring fairness, which only deepens conflict," he said.

By contrast, Bhumjaithai MP for Ang Thong, Paradorn Prisnanantakul, said his party firmly believes those who violated Section 112 cannot be granted amnesty.

"Doing so could spark new unrest and prolong protests. If a full amnesty isn't possible, then at least some groups should benefit. We must remove certain elements from the equation to move forward," he said.

Mr Paradorn acknowledged that some individuals would not benefit from the bill, but expressed hope that in the future -- once society is more open to dialogue and those individuals show remorse -- the issue could be revisited.
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                  Phuket sees 5.85 million visitors in first 5 months                

                Foreign arrivals up 1.9%, bucking declining trend nationwide
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                                Russians, Chinese and Indians were Phuket's largest groups of foreign tourists in the first five months of this year, generating around 223 billion baht in revenue, says the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).
Kamolphan Chalermsakulrat, deputy director of the TAT Phuket office, said on Wednesday the island province welcomed 5.85 million Thai and foreign visitors between January and May, a 3.14% increase year-on-year.

While Phuket is seeing some growth, overall international arrivals to Thailand are down 4.5% through the end of June, the Ministry of Tourism and Sports said last week.

In Phuket, Thai tourists accounted for 1.59 million visitors on the island (a 6.7% increase) and there were 4.26 million international tourists (up 1.9%), generating 223 billion baht, up 5.2% from the same period in 2024.

The average hotel occupancy was 82%.

In May alone, Phuket welcomed 900,000 visitors -- 247,000 Thais and 668,000 foreigners.

That month's international arrivals dropped by 8.8%, generating 34.77 billion baht, and marking a decline of 2.9% from May 2024.

In June, the median hotel occupancy was 62.6%, with visitors staying an average of 3.24 nights. The total number of visitors in June reached 1.71 million, comprising 582,555 Thais and 1.13 million foreigners, resulting in over 35 billion baht in revenue.

The top 10 foreign markets for the island that month were India, Russia, China, Australia, Malaysia, Singapore, Saudi Arabia, the United Kingdom, the United States and South Korea.

The UK and Australia markets showed strong growth during those months, said Ms Kamolphan. A strong influx of travellers also arrived from Germany, France, Kazakhstan, Malaysia and the United States.

Phuket International Airport reported 7,062 flights in June, serving 1.06 million passengers -- 317,346 international and 216,083 domestic.

There were over 48,000 flights in the first five months of 2025, marking 95% of the cumulative flight volume compared to the 100% volume seen in the same period of 2019.

Phuket has lined up a number of events to further bolster its appeal.

These include the SIP & SURF x Beach Break Kamala from July 25-27, featuring surf competitions, live music and workshops at Kamala Beach in Kathu district; and Coral College, an eco-tourism programme promoting marine conservation on July 24 at Ao Chalong Pier.

Also, from Aug 14-17, Asia Link Sketch Walk Phuket event will gather 777 artists from 26 countries to sketch iconic Phuket locations.

All artworks will be displayed at the Thailand Biennale later this year.

Phuket is also preparing for a long weekend holiday from July 10-13 with an estimated 199,460 visitors, generating 2.89 billion baht.
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                  Export value could take B200bn hit                

                Based on US tariff rate of 25-36%
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                                Thailand is expected to lose roughly 200 billion baht in export value this year if the US imposes tariff rates of 25-36% on Thai products, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the UTCC, said Thailand still has a chance to negotiate a more favourable tariff rate with the US, potentially down to 20%, in line with Vietnam's rate, before the tariffs are implemented on Aug 1. However, reaching a tariff agreement remains uncertain.

Moreover, if there is political unrest later this year such as a parliamentary dissolution and the government is unable to allocate the economic stimulus budget, GDP growth could be reduced by one percentage point. This scenario could lead to overall economic growth of less than 1% for the year, which is lower than the previous projection of 1.7%.

He said that if the 25-36% tariffs remain in place for one year, it will affect about 400-600 billion baht in exports.

The UTCC also revealed the consumer confidence index for June, which fell to 52.7, a 28-month low, with expectations for further declines until the end of the year.

Mr Thanavath said this decrease was attributed to concerns about the stability of the Thai government, ongoing political uncertainty, and the US trade war.

Despite the government's implementation of economic stimulus measures and the Bank of Thailand's decision to lower the policy interest rate to 1.75%, consumers still perceive the economic recovery as sluggish, especially as they find it difficult to access credit.

In terms of business sentiment, the June survey of chamber members showed a fourth straight month of decline, reaching the lowest level in 30 months at 46.7.

Businesses expressed concerns over domestic political issues, US trade barriers, a slow tourism recovery, and broader economic vulnerabilities.

The employment level index has dropped below 40, indicating a decline in labour market confidence.

The business community is urging the government to fast-track economic stimulus initiatives, push for tariff negotiations with the US to lower rates to below 36%, improve credit access, and take preventive measures to address issues at the Thai-Cambodian border.
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                  Impact of tariff hikes on tourism likely to unfold next year                
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                                Tourism operators view the US's tariff policy as indirectly hampering Thai tourism in the form of reduced spending, but this impact is not expected to unfold until next year, as many tourists have already booked trips for the upcoming high season.
They have also suggested the Thai government use this opportunity to upgrade the country's tourism infrastructure, develop new attractions to remain competitive with Vietnam, and accelerate the 350-million-baht chartered flight incentive to prevent a freefall in arrivals.

Rangsiman Kingkaew, president of the Tourism Council of Phuket, said the economies of major inbound markets to Thailand, such as South Korea and Japan, had been stunned by the US's latest tariff rates, although there's still room for negotiation until the end of this month.

Trade tensions between the US and China also persist, which could result in higher living expenses and increased prices of goods for US residents, leading to a reduction in spending and a slowdown in travel, said Mr Rangsiman.

He said domestic tourism, a key driver during the low season, is also being hampered by the 36% tariff rate imposed on Thailand, as the policy would hinder the export sector and overall GDP growth.

"These developments will undeniably impact the global tourism industry," said Mr Rangsiman.

"However, the major tourism slowdown might occur next year, as many tourists, especially long-haul travellers, have already booked their trips to Thailand and Phuket for the high season."

He said that during this period of uncertainty, the government should take the opportunity to address weaknesses in the tourism sector. These include addressing the country's image in relation to safety and incomplete infrastructure projects.

Mr Rangsiman said Thailand's rivals, such as Vietnam, have been heavily investing in new attractions and infrastructure, but Thailand's tourism development has been inconsistent and continues to rely primarily on its existing charms.

Thanapol Cheewarattanaporn, president of the Association of Thai Travel Agents (Atta), said slow forward bookings, particularly from short-haul and Chinese markets, during the second half of this year could be further affected by the severe US tariffs imposed on multiple countries.

The short-haul market is a vital source for Thai tourism, typically accounting for over 70% of inbound visitors.

Mr Thanapol said it was very disappointing that the subsidy for the chartered flight programme under the 750-million-baht "Summer Blast China & Overseas Market" had not yet been officially launched.

He said many Chinese travel agents had asked Atta about this project as they are reluctant to launch tour packages to Thailand at present.

"Other countries have been consistently promoting inbound tourism, notably China, which has extended visa-free entry to more nations and continues to offer promotional travel packages," he said.

"The longer this project is delayed, the worse the situation will be for the tourism industry this year," he said.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3066432/impact-of-tariff-hikes-on-tourism-likely-to-unfold-next-year



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Thai central bank sees 18 months of sub-2% growth                

                US tariffs pressure economy, with sharpm contraction in second-half exports foreseen
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                                The Bank of Thailand has assessed the Thai economy is likely to grow at a rate of less than 2% over the next 18 months, primarily due to pressures from US tariff policies.
Speaking at a monetary policy forum on Wednesday, Piti Disyatat, deputy governor for monetary stability at the central bank, said the heightened uncertainties arising from US tariffs on Thai exports are expected to negatively impact the country's exports, private investment, and domestic consumption in the second half of 2025 and throughout 2026.

The central bank will continue to monitor the impacts of US tariffs to better anticipate the country's economic trajectory, but the policy represents a significant external shock to both the global and Thai economies, and its adverse effects are expected to persist into next year, said Mr Piti.

Given the increased uncertainty, the Thai economy is projected to slow in the second half of 2025.

For the third and fourth quarters of this year, average GDP growth is projected at 1.6% year-on-year and 0.1% quarter-on-quarter, he said.

The central bank forecasts economic growth of 2.3% for 2025, with a 2.9% expansion in the first half and a 1.6% increase in the second half. For 2026, the regulator slashed its growth forecast to 1.7%.

"On average, Thailand's quarterly GDP growth in 2026 is projected to be 0.6%, which is below the potential growth rate of 0.7-0.8% per quarter," said Mr Piti.

Due to the uncertainty surrounding US tariffs, Thai exports are expected to grow by 4% in 2025, but contract by 2% in 2026.

Private investment is projected to grow 1.7% this year before slowing to 0.9% next year, while domestic consumption is expected to expand 2% in 2025 and slow to 1.7% in 2026, according to the central bank.

The regulator estimates exports will contract by 4% in the second half of this year, primarily due to the impact of US tariffs, following a strong 12.6% expansion in the first half driven by front-loaded shipments.

Mr Piti said the central bank and its Monetary Policy Committee expect the effects of the external shock to linger into next year.

As a result, the bank's monetary policy will be aligned with the direction of the Thai economy in the second half of this year and throughout next year, he said.

"Maintaining policy space is essential to support economic resilience amid long-term uncertainties," said Mr Piti.

"A policy rate cut would do little to stimulate economic activity given the subdued loan demand."

Sakkapop Panyanukul, assistant governor for monetary policy at the central bank, said domestic political uncertainty is one factor to monitor as the Thai economy faces political risks, especially delays in the approval of the fiscal budget.
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                  Thaksin talks up new 'soft power' push                

                Ex-PM proposes transforming 20-year-old Otop project into new ThaiWORKS platform
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                                After being conspicuously quiet during two weeks of high political drama in Thailand, former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra returned to the public eye on Wednesday with a splash -- talking up his daughter's favourite project.
Thaksin was the headline attraction at the SPLASH -- Soft Power Forum 2025, unveiling an ambitious roadmap to elevate Thailand's creative industries onto the global stage.

At the heart of the new campaign is the transformation of the Otop (One Tambon, One Product) venture that Thaksin introduced two decades ago into ThaiWORKS, a 21st century platform that will give all participants better chances of success.

Speaking on the theme "Crafting the Future: From Otop to ThaiWORKS and Beyond", Thaksin emphasised the transformative potential of soft power in driving economic growth and national unity.

The government is promoting soft power across various aspects of Thai culture -- including food, film and fashion -- to attract tourists, draw investment and strengthen international relations.

The SPLASH event, taking place at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Center until Friday, has drawn widespread attention from both domestic and international media. It also marked Thaksin's first public appearance since the Hun Sen audio clip controversy that resulted in the suspension of his daughter Paetongtarn from the prime ministership.

While the planning for SPLASH began months ago, this week's event just happened to coincide with Ms Paetongtarn moving into her new position at the Ministry of Culture, a key driver of soft power promotion.

Although he did not grant interviews, Thaksin greeted supporters warmly and appeared in high spirits. During his address, the 75-year-old billionaire reflected on the origins of the Otop initiative, inspired by Japanese village-based production models, in 2003.

He recounted its early success, noting that sales grew from 2 billion baht in the first year to over 40 billion baht the following year, with exports reaching Japan.

"As fans of Japanese culture and products, we studied the Japanese Otop model and recognised that without strong design, packaging and marketing, Thai craftsmanship remains limited by outdated paradigms," he said.

He also envisions evolving Otop into ThaiWORKS -- a platform that integrates design, technology and global marketing to empower local artisans and entrepreneurs.

"Twenty years ago, I founded a political party with the vision: Think new, act new, eyes on the stars, feet on the ground," he said.

"Today, we face an economic crisis because we remain stuck in outdated paradigms. We must dream big but stay rooted. We need to adapt to a broader world while maintaining strong cultural foundations.

"Thai artisans have great potential -- but Otop needed modernisation," he said. Strategic plans were discussed, including the ambitious goal of placing Otop products in flagship stores on Fifth Avenue and the Champs-Elysees.

He noted a key challenge: most Thai brands -- especially those from local communities or SMEs -- are too small to compete globally.

A potential solution is collaborating with established Thai brands to help smaller producers scale up. He also proposed a social enterprise model in which intellectual property rights are held collectively by Thais.

Thaksin is reported to have used his own money to engage Peter Arnell, a global branding expert known for his work with Samsung, to help with the new endeavour.

Mr Arnell has already created a ThaiWORKS page on his corporate website, though there is little content there so far.

Thaksin said ThaiWORKS would also work with local small businesses affected by rising competition from Chinese imports, exploring co-branding strategies and development of independent Thai brands.
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                                KUALA LUMPUR -- US Secretary of State Marco Rubio said Thursday that Asian nations might get "better" tariff rates than the rest of the world, as he attended Asean talks focused on Washington's trade war.
Rubio's visit to Malaysia came after US President Donald Trump threatened this week to impose punitive tariffs on more than 20 countries if they did not strike deals with Washington by Aug 1.

"I would say that when all is said and done, many of the countries in Southeast Asia are going to have tariff rates that are actually better than countries in other parts of the world," Rubio said on the sidelines of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) meeting in Kuala Lumpur.

"But these talks continue. There'll be talks next week with Japan. There's ongoing talks with virtually every country represented here."

Trump said Monday that duties he had suspended in April would snap back -- even more steeply -- by the new deadline.

He has told more than 20 countries, many in Asia, they face tariffs ranging from 20% to 50%, and announced a 50% toll on copper imports and a possible 200% duty on pharmaceuticals.

Among those targeted were top trade partners Japan and South Korea, which could each be hit with 25%.

Indonesia, Laos, Thailand, Malaysia, the Philippines, Brunei and Myanmar -- all members of Asean -- face duties ranging from 20% to 40%.

Vietnam, which is also an Asean member, is one of only two countries -- Britain being the other -- to have reached a tentative agreement with Trump.

The levels were not too far from those originally threatened in April, although some were notably lower this time.

'Not going to walk away'

US officials said ahead of Rubio's trip that Washington was "prioritising" its commitment to East and Southeast Asia.

In Malaysia, Rubio said the United States has "no intention of abandoning" the region.

"We've spent decades building these relationships," Rubio told reporters.

"Not only we're not going to walk away from them, we seek to expand them and build upon them with a part of the world that is essential."

Rubio's remarks followed a meeting with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov where the US diplomat expressed "disappointment and frustration" about the lack of progress on ending the war in Ukraine.

He also attended a post-ministerial conference, trilateral talks with the Philippines and Japan and met with Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim for talks on tariffs.

"Malaysia believes that such unilateral actions undermine free trade flows and could have a negative impact on regional economic growth, especially for trading nations like Malaysia," Anwar said in a statement.

"I expressed my stance that the space for negotiations should remain open to ensure fair, equitable and non-oppressive trade outcomes for developing countries."

Rubio said he might also meet with his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi, who is attending the Asean meeting.

The two largest economies remain locked in a range of disputes on issues from trade and fentanyl, to Taiwan and cutting-edge technology.

Without mentioning the United States, Wang on Thursday called for a "fairer and more reasonable" international order.

"At the same time, we are also confronted with challenges such as the impact of unilateral protectionism and the abuse of tariffs by a certain major country."
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                                KUALA LUMPUR -- Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi called on Southeast Asian nations to uphold openness and cooperation Thursday, delivering a message of inclusivity as United States President Donald Trump threatens sweeping tariffs on nations across the region.
"Together with the Asean (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) countries, we will promote the Asian values of peace, cooperation, openness and inclusiveness," Wang said at a meeting between China and the Asean in Kuala Lumpur. 

The two should "strengthen the revitalisation of Asia amid the historical trend that the Global South is showing a remarkable growth," Wang added.

His remarks come as Trump rolls out higher tariffs on key US trading partners. Starting Aug 1, goods from Malaysia will face 25% tariffs. Laos and Myanmar could see duties rise to 40%, while Cambodia and Thailand face 36%, and Indonesia 32%.

In a meeting with Vietnam's foreign minister, Wang said China is willing to work with Vietnam to safeguard the legitimate interests of all countries. His remarks follow Washington's plan to impose a 20% tariff on Vietnamese exports under a new trade framework, along with a steeper 40% duty on goods deemed to be transhipped, targeting a well-worn backdoor used by Chinese exporters since the first China-US trade war to dodge American tariffs.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio is also in Malaysia for the Asean meetings, though it's unclear if he and Wang will meet. Such a meeting could expand discussions beyond trade and help pave the way for a possible summit between Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping, whom Trump has said he hopes to meet later this year. 

Wang, speaking at another gathering between Asean nations, China, Japan and South Korea, called on the countries to eliminate external interference and work together to drive new growth in areas like electric vehicles and connectivity.

"Unity and cooperation are our only and natural choice," he said.
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                                KUALA LUMPUR - Canada's top diplomat says she aims to finalise a free trade agreement with Southeast Asian nations "as soon as possible," as the country looks to expand economic ties in the face of tariffs from President Donald Trump.
"We are diversifying and we are establishing those trade relationships," Anita Anand, who has been Canada's foreign minister since May, told Bloomberg TV Thursday on the sidelines of an Asean foreign ministers' summit in Kuala Lumpur.

"We are currently negotiating with Asean for a free trade agreement, and we look forward to the conclusion of those negotiations."

Her remarks come as Canada, like many countries, seeks to reduce its reliance on the US market amid rising American protectionism. Although the US, Canada and Mexico have a trade pact signed during Trump's first term, the president has imposed import taxes of 50% on foreign steel and aluminium, along with levies on cars and trucks -- all major Canadian exports.

"Those tariffs are hitting us as well, and we believe they're unjustified," Anand said, adding that "we're engaged in complex negotiations with the United States to address the tariffs."

To expand trade in Asia, Canada has invested heavily in export infrastructure. The government bought and expanded the Trans Mountain pipeline, its only west coast conduit capable of filling oil tankers for Pacific shipments.

Meanwhile, a consortium including Shell Plc, Petronas of Malaysia and PetroChina recently began operations at a major liquefied natural gas facility in British Columbia province.

Still, Canada remains heavily dependent on US trade, with about three-quarters of its exports -- including most oil, gas and autos -- going south of the border last year.

Trade frictions with China also persist. Beijing has imposed tariffs on Canadian canola and other agricultural products in response to Canada's levies on Chinese electric vehicles, steel and aluminium.

In Southeast Asia, Anand said Canada wants "to continue to support multilateralism, to continue to show the world that as there is global stress in the geo-strategic environment, Canada is a partner that will always show up to open the doors to trade".


	Related: Former Thai minister calls for Asean tariff negotiating team
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                Regional watchdog says most attacks take place in narrow areas of two key straits
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                                SINGAPORE - There were 95 piracy and armed robbery crimes against ships in Southeast Asia from January to June this year, an 83% increase from the same period last year, according to data from the intergovernmental anti-piracy group ReCAAP.
Most of the incidents occurred in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore, which the watchdog flagged as an area of concern. There were 80 incidents in these waters over the period, compared to 21 in the first half of 2024.

Most incidents in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore were not severe, with no ship crew injured 90% of the time. Nine in 10 incidents happened after dark, said the information centre for ReCAAP, which stands for the Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia.

The group said there was no evidence to suggest that ships of a particular flag were being targeted, and that incidents tended to occur on ships that were slow-moving and had crew who were less vigilant.

"Perpetrators take grave risk to their lives during attacks on the ships to steal low-value items. This indicates that socioeconomic conditions are driving the perpetrators to commit crimes," said the anti-piracy group.

In half of the 80 cases in the two Southeast Asian waterways, nothing was stolen, while in 29% of the incidents, the attackers took engine spares.

About half of the attacks in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore were on bulk carriers and a quarter on tankers, the information centre said.

"In most incidents, the criminals boarded ships that were ill-prepared, had low freeboard, and manoeuvred at slow speed in restricted areas of the Straits of Malacca and Singapore," the ReCAAP centre said, referring to narrow parts of the straits where there is congestion and less space to manoeuvre.

Authorities in the region should increase their presence in places where piracy and armed robberies repeatedly occur while crews need to be more vigilant, said Vijay D Chafekar, executive director of the ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre.

"Shipmasters transiting the areas of concern need to increase watchkeeping on deck during hours of darkness and install preventive measures to deter unauthorised boarding," Chafekar said. 
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                Officials will head to Washington after Trump increases rate from 17% 
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                                The Philippines will hold further negotiations with the United States after President Donald Trump increased the planned tariff rate to 20% from 17%, said Manila's ambassador to the US.
"We're still going to negotiate some more," Jose Manuel Romualdez said in a mobile-phone message Thursday.

A trip by Philippine officials to the US is planned for next week -- led by Frederick Go, special assistant to the president for investment and economic affairs -- as trade officials across Asia try to secure better deals with Washington ahead of a new Aug 1 deadline.

Initial market reaction to the news, which broke overnight, was limited. The peso rose 0.2% to 56.46 per dollar and Manila's main stock index inched higher on Thursday morning.

The Philippines joins Japan and South Korea as US treaty allies in Asia hit with Trump's latest round of tariffs, complicating a series of partnerships bolstered in recent decades to counter China, which the president has tagged as his top trade rival.

The US administration overnight also announced duties on several other countries globally, including 50% on Brazil, which Trump targeted for political reasons, as well as a 50% tariff on copper.

Manila's 20% level -- up from the 17% announced in April -- is on par with Vietnam and near the 25% rate set for Brunei, a range that the private equity firm Warburg Pincus sees as likely across Southeast Asia.

Thailand is trying to negotiate a reduction in its 36% tariff rate. Elsewhere, the US has set a rate of 32% for Indonesia, 25% for Malaysia and 20% for Vietnam.

However, goods deemed to have been transshipped from Vietnam -- mainly by Chinese firms -- will face a 40% tariff.

Warburg Pincus CEO Jeffrey Perlman said in a Bloomberg TV interview on Wednesday that big tariff differences between Asean countries would simply shift the US trade deficit between countries, rather than eliminate it.

"The tariff rates will probably be pretty close sitting on top of each other across a number of those markets," he said.

Prior to the talks with the US in early May, the Philippines was aiming to boost purchases from its top export market in a bid to reduce the tariff rate.

Trade Secretary Cristina Roque had said the nation planned to increase imports of US farm goods including soybeans and frozen meat, as well as higher shipments of semiconductors, coconut and mango products to the US.

Philippine officials earlier viewed the relatively lower 17% rate with guarded optimism, seeing it a potential boost to a push to attract foreign investments. The new levy may temper that optimism.

The US had a trade deficit with the Philippines of $4.9 billion last year on total trade of $23.5 billion, according to US government data. That compares with $45.6 billion with Thailand and $123.5 billion with Vietnam.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3066738/philippines-seeks-us-talks-after-tariff-raised-to-20-



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  AI giant Nvidia first company to reach $4 trillion in value                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang, shown here at at the Consumer Electronics Show in January 2025, has seen spectacular growth in his company's share price amid enthusiasm for artificial intelligence. (Photo: AFP)]
                                              
                          Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang, shown here at at the Consumer Electronics Show in January 2025, has seen spectacular growth in his company's share price amid enthusiasm for artificial intelligence. (Photo: AFP)                        

                                          

                  

                                NEW YORK - Nvidia became the first company to touch $4 trillion in market value on Wednesday, a new milestone in Wall Street's bet that artificial intelligence will transform the economy.
Shortly after the stock market opened, Nvidia vaulted as high as $164.42, giving it a valuation above $4 trillion. The stock subsequently edged lower, ending just under the record threshold.

"The market has an incredible certainty that AI is the future," said Steve Sosnick of Interactive Brokers. "Nvidia is certainly the company most positioned to benefit from that gold rush."

Nvidia, led by electrical engineer Jensen Huang, now has a market value greater than the GDP of France, Britain or India, a testament to investor confidence that AI will spur a new era of robotics and automation.

The California chip company's latest surge is helping drive a recovery in the broader stock market, as Nvidia itself outperforms major indices.

Part of this is due to relief that President Donald Trump has walked back his most draconian tariffs, which pummelled global markets in early April.

Even as Trump announced new tariff actions in recent days, US stocks have stayed at lofty levels, with the tech-centred Nasdaq ending at a fresh record on Wednesday.

"You've seen the markets walk us back from a worst-case scenario in terms of tariffs," said Angelo Zino, technology analyst at CFRA Research.

While Nvidia still faces US export controls to China as well as broader tariff uncertainty, the company's deal to build AI infrastructure in Saudi Arabia during a Trump state visit in May showed a potential upside in the US president's trade policy.

"We've seen the administration using Nvidia chips as a bargaining chip," Zino said.

New advances

Nvidia's surge to $4 trillion marks a new benchmark in a fairly consistent rise over the last two years as AI enthusiasm has built.

In 2025 so far, the company's shares have risen more than 21%, whereas the Nasdaq has gained 6.7%.

Taiwan-born Huang has wowed investors with a series of advances, including its core product: graphics processing units (GPUs), key to many of the generative AI programs behind autonomous driving, robotics and other cutting-edge domains.

The company has also unveiled its Blackwell next-generation technology allowing more super processing capacity. One of its advances is "real-time digital twins," significantly speeding production development time in manufacturing, aerospace and myriad other sectors.

However, Nvidia's winning streak was challenged early in 2025 when China-based DeepSeek shook up the world of generative AI with a low-cost, high-performance model that challenged the hegemony of OpenAI and other big-spending behemoths.

Nvidia has lost some $600 billion in market valuation in a single session during this period.

Huang has welcomed DeepSeek's presence, while arguing against US export constraints.

AI race

In the most recent quarter, Nvidia reported earnings of nearly $19 billion despite a $4.5 billion hit from US export controls limiting sales of cutting-edge technology to China.

The first-quarter earnings period also revealed that momentum for AI remained strong. Many of the biggest tech companies -- Microsoft, Google, Amazon and Meta -- are jostling to come out on top in the multi-billion-dollar AI race.

A recent UBS survey of technology executives showed Nvidia widening its lead over rivals.

Zino said Nvidia's latest surge reflected a fuller understanding of DeepSeek, which has ultimately stimulated investment in complex reasoning models but not threatened Nvidia's business.

Nvidia is at the forefront of "AI agents," the current focus in generative AI in which machines are able to reason and infer more than in the past, he said.

"Overall the demand landscape has improved for 2026 for these more complex reasoning models," Zino said.

But the speedy growth of AI will also be a source of disruption.

Executives at Ford, JPMorgan Chase and Amazon are among those who have begun to say the "quiet part out loud," according to a Wall Street Journal report recounting recent public acknowledgment of white-collar job loss due to AI.

Shares of Nvidia closed the day at $162.88, up 1.8%, finishing at just under $4 trillion in market value.
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                                As the global trade landscape shifts, brands from around the world are expected to enter the Thai market. While this influx may create challenges for local manufacturers, retail operators believe it could revitalise Thailand's retail sector.
Achara Umpujh, executive vice-president of The Mall Group Co Ltd, said consumers are more cautious with their spending due to concerns about the sluggish economy.

All stakeholders in the retail sector must work together to address this issue and restore consumer confidence, she said.

"The economy is slowing, but we need to look ahead. One day it will recover," said Ms Achara.

Amid global trade uncertainties including rising tariffs by the US, she said foreign brands are increasingly seeking new markets.

"In Thailand, I expect to see brands from various countries, not just China, entering the retail sector," said Ms Achara.

This will intensify competition for Thai product manufacturers. In a challenging business climate, some local brands may struggle or potentially exit the market, paving the way for foreign brands to seize opportunities, she said.

Ms Achara said Thailand's lack of R&D in product innovation hinders the country's competitiveness on the global stage.

She called for enhanced collaboration among all stakeholders to improve Thai products and bolster their global competitiveness.

"As Thai brands, we must fight. Competition will push us to improve," said Ms Achara.

For retail operators, this situation could be advantageous. By attracting international brands to the Thai market, the overall industry could become more dynamic and competitive, she said.

Regarding the decline in Chinese tourist arrivals of over 30% year-on-year in the first half of the year, Ms Achara said this has affected foot traffic in the company's malls.

However, she suggested the Thai tourism industry adapt by introducing new travel experiences, such as attractions in second-tier cities, rather than focusing only on the well-known destinations.
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                                Jet fuel led energy consumption in Thailand from January to May this year, with usage increasing by 12.3% year-on-year over the first five months of 2024, surpassing demand for other fuels in the transport and manufacturing sectors, said the Department of Energy Business.
From January to May, jet fuel consumption tallied 18.1 million litres a day, driven by increasing travel among Thai and foreign tourists, said Sarawut Kaewtathip, director-general of the department.

The number of Thai and foreign travellers rose by 2.05% year-on-year during this period.

An expansion of air cargo services also increased demand for jet fuel, said Mr Sarawut.

Jet fuel consumption played an important role in driving up Thailand's total fuel consumption, which rose by 0.8% year-on-year to 158.4 million litres a day during the five-month period.

Demand for diesel, a key fuel for motorists and manufacturers, fell by 1.3% to 68.5 million litres a day, due mainly to concerns over economic uncertainty caused by the US's reciprocal tariff policy.

US President Donald Trump announced in April he would slap a 36% reciprocal tariff on Thai imports but postponed enforcement for a period of 90 days, pending negotiations. After initial talks between Thai and US authorities, the rate remains unchanged and is set to take effect on Aug 1.

Mr Sarawut said demand for other types of fuel experienced lower growth rates than the growth in demand for jet fuel.

In the gasoline and gasohol category, consumption increased by only 0.8% to 31.8 million litres a day, he said.

"Demand for gasohol 95 rose to 19.2 million litres per day while demand for gasohol 91 fell to 6.69 million litres a day," Mr Sarawut noted.

Gasohol 91 and 95 are combination of gasoline and 10% ethanol. The numbers 91 and 95 indicate octane ratings.

Mr Sarawut attributed the slight increase in fuel consumption in the gasoline and gasohol category to various factors, including greater use of battery-powered cars, which made up 6.3% of total passenger cars.

The decrease in gasoline and gasohol consumption was also attributed to more people in Bangkok opting to use electric train services

Consumption of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) fell by 2.3% to 17.6 million kilogrammes a day due to a slowdown in the petrochemical and transportation sectors, though LPG demand among households and industry increased.
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                  Thai industrial estate promotions stepped up                

                State agency sweetens incentives amid concerns tariff impact could deter investment
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                                The Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand (IEAT) is stepping up efforts to maintain the momentum of investment at its industrial estates, which could decelerate following America's imposition of a 36% tariff on Thai imports.
The initiative, which includes a plan to offer more attractive investment incentives for Thai and foreign investors, comes after a survey found operators of 5,000 factories in industrial estates overseen by the IEAT are gripped with concerns over the impact of the Washington's trade policy on their competitiveness and operating costs.

The US is a major market of many entrepreneurs in Thailand.

"The government wants to help investors reduce costs and facilitate business operations, including waiving fees for using infrastructure," said Sumet Thangprasert, governor of the IEAT.

Mr Sumet on Wednesday met with Industry Minister Akanat Promphan to discuss measures aimed at helping entrepreneurs who may be affected by the impact of the US's high tariff rate.

New investors, particularly those from China, who initially wished to invest in Thailand may now change their plans and expand their businesses into other countries, said Mr Sumet.

Officials are planning to facilitate prospective investors by cutting the lengthy investment application process down to one year from two years, he said.

"Speeding up the process should be one method to help stimulate investment in the country which is encountering many challenges, ranging from the sluggish economy to the impact of geopolitical conflicts," said Mr Sumet.

The need to boost investment is important for Thailand in order to increase its GDP growth.

In the long term, the IEAT will speed up the development of 10,000 rai of industrial land, which requires a budget of over 10 billion baht, in order to serve new investment, said Mr Sumet.

The IEAT needs to work with the Department of Public Works and Town & Country Planning to adjust city planning regulations in areas set to be developed into new industrial estates.

"The adjustment may lead to reductions in land prices. Many investors cannot afford to buy expensive land," said Mr Sumet.

The impact of the US's reciprocal tariff, geopolitical conflicts, along with the economic slowdown have caused the IEAT to revise down its land sales target from 10,000 rai to 8,000 rai this year.
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                  Export value could take B200bn hit                

                Based on US tariff rate of 25-36%
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                                Thailand is expected to lose roughly 200 billion baht in export value this year if the US imposes tariff rates of 25-36% on Thai products, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the UTCC, said Thailand still has a chance to negotiate a more favourable tariff rate with the US, potentially down to 20%, in line with Vietnam's rate, before the tariffs are implemented on Aug 1. However, reaching a tariff agreement remains uncertain.

Moreover, if there is political unrest later this year such as a parliamentary dissolution and the government is unable to allocate the economic stimulus budget, GDP growth could be reduced by one percentage point. This scenario could lead to overall economic growth of less than 1% for the year, which is lower than the previous projection of 1.7%.

He said that if the 25-36% tariffs remain in place for one year, it will affect about 400-600 billion baht in exports.

The UTCC also revealed the consumer confidence index for June, which fell to 52.7, a 28-month low, with expectations for further declines until the end of the year.

Mr Thanavath said this decrease was attributed to concerns about the stability of the Thai government, ongoing political uncertainty, and the US trade war.

Despite the government's implementation of economic stimulus measures and the Bank of Thailand's decision to lower the policy interest rate to 1.75%, consumers still perceive the economic recovery as sluggish, especially as they find it difficult to access credit.

In terms of business sentiment, the June survey of chamber members showed a fourth straight month of decline, reaching the lowest level in 30 months at 46.7.

Businesses expressed concerns over domestic political issues, US trade barriers, a slow tourism recovery, and broader economic vulnerabilities.

The employment level index has dropped below 40, indicating a decline in labour market confidence.

The business community is urging the government to fast-track economic stimulus initiatives, push for tariff negotiations with the US to lower rates to below 36%, improve credit access, and take preventive measures to address issues at the Thai-Cambodian border.
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																The Culture Ministry does not need to review a pledge to return 20 ancient artefacts under its custody to Cambodia. Instead, the repatriation, as a long-overdue promise, should be completed without further delay.
The 20 artefacts are among 43 items confiscated from a cargo ship arriving from Singapore by Thai customs authorities during the Chuan Leekpai administration in 2000.

Since Cambodia was able to present evidence of ownership, 23 items had been returned in two batches.

The first batch was sent back during the tenure of then-Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva in 2009, even as relations between the two countries were strained due to the Preah Vihear issue at the time.

The second batch was sent back in 2016 during Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha's tenure.

The handover of the artefacts was approved by the Fine Arts Department, which studied the confiscated items and ensured that their styles were not of Thai origin.

Although a recipient country is obliged to pay the transport costs for returned artefacts, Thailand did its neighbour a favour by covering the costs as a friendly gesture.

The return of the last batch of 20 artefacts had been planned for Paetongtarn Shinawatra when she paid an official visit to Cambodia as prime minister last April, but it was eventually called off due to technical problems.

Unfortunately, Thai-Cambodian diplomatic relations have taken an unfavourable turn after a border clash late in May, followed by the closure of checkpoints along the border as a result of provocations from both sides.

Ms Paetongtarn, speaking in her capacity as culture minister, said last week the repatriation would be delayed due to budget constraints.

She also mentioned the unfavourable diplomatic relations between Thailand and Cambodia as a reason for the backtracking.

Ms Paetongtarn, who is now suspended from duty as premier while the charter court considers a petition against her regarding a phone conversation with Cambodia strongman Hun Sen, must be aware that such remarks would give the impression she is politicising the matter, or worse, seeking revenge against the Cambodian top leader over their fallout.

In short, Ms Paetongtarn's citing of sour relations as a reason for the prospective delay merely casts Thailand in a bad light.

Now that Cambodia has expressed its willingness to finance the transport costs itself, Thailand should not delay the handover, but instead honour the agreement it had with its neighbour, restarting the process. Some ultranationalist elements may be disappointed, but the government can provide an explanation as to why it is taking the step. Indeed, Thai-Cambodian ties may not be amicable, but the Thai government, particularly the Culture Ministry, is obliged to abide by the principle of returning the artefacts to their rightful place, while Cambodia shoulders the responsibility for the cost.

Ms Paetongtarn should learn from past mistakes -- that any decisions based on personal interests, such as the previously close ties between the two first families, or personal anguish, may backfire, particularly when the families go separate ways. It would be best for both countries if their respective leaders maintain professionalism, respect each other, and act in a principled manner.
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																On June 2, I got a sense of history coming full circle in the Polish town of Sopot, on the Baltic Sea just a few kilometres from the Gdansk Shipyard. Sharing a stage at the Plenary Session of the European Financial Congress with Lech Walesa, the legendary trade unionist who led the 1980 Solidarity strike at the Lenin Shipyard and later became Poland's first post-communist president, I felt I was witnessing the end of an era.
To be sure, Mr Walesa is sprightly at age 81. He speaks animatedly, his signature moustache bristling. But his spirit seemed subdued, and the Polish bankers, financiers, and business elites who filled the room seemed downright stunned. Just hours before, the country had learned that the far-right populist Karol Nawrocki -- a historian, former boxer, and political outsider -- had won Poland's presidential election, narrowly defeating Warsaw's cosmopolitan, progressive mayor, Rafal Trzaskowski of Civic Platform.

Mr Walesa had posted a stark message on social media that morning: "Goodbye Poland." But since then, the outcome has been contested, with Poland's controversial Supreme Court reviewing a flood of complaints about uncounted votes, mostly for Mr Trzaskowski. Although it was my first trip to Poland, the situation felt eerily familiar. Like post-Brexit Britain and the United States over the past decade of Donald Trump's political dominance, here was a country split down the middle. Mr Nawrocki had scraped through with a razor-thin margin -- 50.89% to 49.11% -- in an election decided along painfully recognisable lines: education, geography, gender, and an ever-widening cultural gulf.

Frustratingly for liberals, the allegations levelled against Mr Nawrocki -- past hooliganism, street brawls, and implication in prostitution and fraud -- appear to have confirmed his "authenticity" and bolstered his support among some segments of the electorate. The fight for the presidency was but one front in a broader political struggle that emanates from the Solidarity movement itself. At the centre of the confrontation are two titans of Polish politics: Jaroslaw Kaczynski, leader of the right-wing populist Law and Justice (PiS) party, and Prime Minister Donald Tusk, the head of Civic Platform and a former president of the European Council.

Mr Kaczynski, a veteran kingmaker, casts himself as a defender of the workers and trade unionists who have been "betrayed" by liberal reforms, globalisation, and the European Union. Mr Tusk, his longtime rival, has emerged as the face of a pro-European, democratically committed Poland. The feud is as much personal as it is political. Mr Kaczynski once worked under Mr Walesa, before turning against him, and Mr Walesa endorsed Mr Tusk's successful 2023 prime ministerial bid. Moreover, Mr Kaczynski blames Mr Tusk -- with no evidence -- for the plane crash that killed his twin brother, then-president Lech Kaczynski, in 2010. Poles will proudly tell you that it was Solidarity, not the fall of the Berlin Wall, that really lifted the Iron Curtain. How, then, did a country once so united by Mr Walesa's Solidarity movement become so polarised and splintered?

Mr Walesa, originally an electrician from Gdansk, captured the world's imagination as the ultimate "working-class hero", as depicted (and mythologised) by filmmaker Andrzej Wajda in Man of Iron and Man of Hope. In 1983, just after being released from prison, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his potent yet peaceful "campaign for freedom of organisation in Poland".

His triumph -- ultimately against the Communist regime itself, in 1989 -- demonstrated not just the power of the common man, but the strength of coalition-building. He had brought together workers (blue- and white-collar), intellectuals, religious conservatives, and liberals. At its peak, Solidarity boasted ten million members -- one-third of the working-age population -- vividly illustrating the power of grassroots mobilisation and civic participation. It gained widespread legitimacy because it was deeply democratic, rather than bureaucratic.

In an era of cherry-picked histories, there are many competing explanations for why the Solidarity consensus fragmented. Mr Kaczynski and his ilk blame Mr Walesa's personality. Depicting the former president as autocratic, narcissistic, or irrelevant, they accuse him of squandering Polish freedom by cutting secret deals with the old regime. Others see the right-wing nostalgia for "sovereignty" and identity as the "post-traumatic" disorder of a scarred nation that has been repeatedly bullied into statelessness by outsiders. And still others treat the alliances that Solidarity established as an anomaly -- a fleeting moment of unity in the face of a common enemy. But perhaps the real problem lies elsewhere. Whether it was influenced by the "neoliberal moment" of the 1980s or the practical need to curry favour with Western powers, the Solidarity movement did pivot abruptly to the economic orthodoxy of "shock therapy". As a result, "the Polish revolution" became more about private property than popular participation.

True, Poland's post-communist economic record has been remarkable. With 30 years of uninterrupted growth, it was the only EU country to avoid recession in 2008-09. But the full social costs of this economic transformation have been underappreciated. After the so-called Balcerowicz Plan -- named for the Polish economist and early democratic-era finance minister, Leszek Balcerowicz -- had ushered in radical free-market reforms, inequality soared alongside growth. While privatisation and deregulation lifted GDP, the same processes also fractured the body politic.

On July 1, after allegedly reviewing allegations of voting irregularities, the Supreme Court upheld the election result, clearing the path for Mr Nawrocki's scheduled inauguration in August, even as the fate of Poland's Third Republic hangs in the balance. Mr Walesa helped usher in Poland's democratic era, but as he recently conceded: "We did one thing wrong. We forgot about the people."

Poland today is a battleground -- between the legacies of communism and capitalism, between liberal democracy and populist nationalism, and between memory and manipulation. What is at stake is not only Poland's soul, but the European project and democracy itself. Mr Walesa, both exalted and embattled, reminds us that history is often cyclical, and that the revolution must never forget whom it is for. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Antara Haldar, Associate Professor of Empirical Legal Studies at the University of Cambridge, is a visiting faculty member at Harvard University and the principal investigator on a European Research Council grant on law and cognition.
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																My students tell me that they don't sleep. They stay up all night endlessly scrolling their social media feeds. Their attention has been captured, but not by anything in particular, not really, they say. Like a lot of us, my students are chronic doomscrollers.
And, like a lot of us, they're miserable as a result. Doomscrolling -- which psychologists define as "the compulsive act of endlessly scrolling through negative or distressing news on social media, often leading to heightened anxiety or stress" -- turns our phones into misery machines. And those misery machines are hard to turn off, by design.

Developers engineer our phones and apps to capture and keep our attention, to make us "lose time" by mindlessly moving from app to app. This design attacks us where we're most vulnerable by taking advantage of our innate need to scan our environment for threats. The apps and their algorithms are very efficient at exploiting the way that negative news, polarised outrage, and other negative emotions attract and keep our attention.

Spending all of that time on our misery machines "cultivates" our reality, making us think that the world itself is miserable -- which is what media scholars like George Gerbner call "Mean World Syndrome". Those of us who are heavy media users tend to have a distorted view of how dangerous the world is, often for the worse.

Consuming miserable content leads us to feeling miserable about the state of the world, which makes us more likely to scan our environment for threats, and so we continue to doomscroll. It's a win-win-win situation for the misery machines and a lose-lose-lose situation for us.

But there may be hope. The best way to disrupt the recursive loop of doomscrolling is to be more intentional about our media use. Instead of doomscrolling, we should hopescroll -- looking for positive news, not threats. I asked my communication and journalism students to try it this year by creating class social media accounts devoted to sharing positive news. Each week, the students went online in search of good news -- ideally, "solutions journalism" about efforts to solve real problems, which research shows can help mitigate or balance some of the negative effects of doomscrolling. Students shared their finds online and wrote short reflections on the experience.

Our Hopescroll accounts didn't go viral -- our posts hardly got any attention at all. The engagement with our accounts -- across all social media platforms -- was so pathetic, in fact, that I considered cancelling the assignment. Stories of progress and problem-solving don't get a lot of attention or engagement.

But what my students told me about their experience surprised me and gave me hope. My students reported that they didn't care about the attention and engagement metrics. They felt that spending time intentionally seeking out solutions journalism about environmental problems being solved, human health and welfare advances, diseases being eradicated, and renewable energy adoption rates was itself joyful.

Many students reported that they shared what they learned with their roommates, on their family chat groups, and in conversations with random folks throughout their week. They liked having something positive to talk about, and they found that folks wanted to hear about the good news.

Intentionally focusing on solutions journalism helped some students to cope with the daily torrent of doom in their feeds. "I often felt overwhelmed," one student wrote, "but this gave me a sense of agency." And it's exactly that sense of agency that can help us. Consuming media about trauma immobilises our brains, which is why doomscrolling makes us feel overwhelmed and impotent.

One student reported that shifting their attention away from "institutions that benefit from people's fear" and towards "those who aim to heal" made them feel more resilient. Several students noted that they saw a shift in their moods that surprised them: "Honestly, I did not expect that much would change, however, after reading about communities working together for a large cause, and new innovations being made in hopes of creating a better future, it readjusted my perspective that not all is bad and/or lost in the world."

Reading solutions journalism also helped my students see that doomerism is a media strategy. Some found themselves asking questions about negative news stories like "What can be done?" or "How is this being fixed?" Intentionally reading solutions journalism inspired my students to become better critical thinkers about the media content they consume and gave them hope that solutions to our problems are possible. They might even become problem-solvers themselves. Zocalo Public Square



Jennifer Mercieca is a historian of American political rhetoric, professor of communication and journalism at Texas A&M University.
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																I am terribly sorry for miscalculating the US's reciprocal tariff for Thailand at 35% in my previous article, when the actual rate imposed by Mr Trump on Monday was 36%.
This is the exact quote from my previous article: "Thailand, viewed as a Chinese exporting conduit, is likely to get a 35% reciprocal tariff to prevent further backdooring opportunities. The US negotiation team would tarnish its reputation by giving Thailand less than a 35% tax rate."

Oops. I am not wrong after all, as I specifically said "less than 35% tax rate."

The failure to recognise what the US really wants from the reciprocal tariff is the biggest mistake of the Thai negotiating team.

What the US really wants is to substantially reduce its trade deficit, which totalled US$918 billion in 2024. Of that amount, US$300 billion (9.8 trillion baht) was the deficit with China alone.

The problem is that the US does not only have a direct trade deficit with China. Craftily, China has shifted a substantial portion of its trade surplus with the US through "transshipments" via other countries.

According to my own estimate, transshipments via Vietnam and Thailand could account for at least US$30 billion and US$20 billion, respectively.

These transshipment countries will not be granted a lower reciprocal tariff than China's, which is tentatively set at 35%. If they were, the entire reciprocal tariff scheme would be ineffective, as China could simply reroute its products through other countries using transshipment.

Vietnam cleverly avoided such a high reciprocal tariff rate by splitting export products to the US into domestically produced goods and transshipments. The domestically produced products get a 20% levy, while the transshipped goods get a 40% levy.

Thailand has not offered such an option, as it wants to remain "impartial." Unfortunately, Mr Trump views "remaining impartial" as equivalent to "being non-cooperative." He has charged Thailand a 36% tariff, as if the country had never negotiated with the US.

I have heard a rumour that the US team has no intention of negotiating with Thailand, as the country has not fully addressed the transshipment issue. Negotiations are deemed unfruitful. The only reason the US team agreed to meet the Thai team is because the Thais hired a powerful lobbying firm to arrange the meeting.

President Trump has not shut all the doors.

Thailand can still submit a better proposal before the 36% rate takes effect on Aug 1. Even after that date, if Thailand comes up with a bright idea, Mr Trump will be willing to listen and reconsider the rate.

What might that bright idea be? The answer is the Vietnam model. Vietnam offered two straightforward deals to the US. The first was "total access" -- a 0% tariff on all US products.

It must be said that this particular offer was nothing new, as it had already been offered since April. More notably, the second deal involved separating transshipment products from domestically produced ones. The details of the separation method are not known.

In Thailand's case, a "Made in Thailand" certification must include at least 40% local content and must be registered with the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), a professional association of investors and manufacturers.

A different local content requirement may have been used in the Vietnam-US deal to earn "Made in Vietnam" status.

Products certified as made in Vietnam would face a 20% import tax to the US, while other products would face a 40% rate.

The catch is that 40% is higher than the 35% import tax imposed on Chinese products. Therefore, there's no incentive for China to use Vietnam as a transshipment route. Problem solved.

Vietnam offered the 0% import tax to the US on April 7, immediately after Mr Trump announced a 46% levy on Vietnam.

The US gave a lukewarm response. This led me to believe that eliminating Vietnam's import tax was not the top priority.

The likely priority was the transshipment issue, which had caused the US-Vietnam trade deficit to balloon from US$70 billion to US$123 billion within five years.

I want to point out that Vietnam is not a loser in this game. In fact, it could come out a winner. First, its products would be the cheapest among peers, as most countries have been given a reciprocal tariff of more than 20% by the US.

Second, the Vietnamese dong depreciating against the dollar will further boost competitiveness. Over the past year, the dong has depreciated by 2.02% against the dollar, while the Thai baht has appreciated by 10.84%.

Why can't we negotiate like Vietnam? Do we have an incompetent negotiating team or government? The answer is no. The Thai team did its best under unfavourable constraints.

First, Thailand heavily depends on exports to China, which amount to 6.7% of GDP.

Second, Thailand depends on tourism income from China, which probably adds another 1% to GDP. Upsetting China could cost Thailand 2% of GDP or more. Ignoring China doesn't seem like an option.

Have readers heard the song Torn Between Two Lovers by Mary MacGregor? It's a beautiful song. Thailand is caught between two giant powers, and we cannot avoid choosing sides. Yet being "impartial" is not a smart option.

If I could choose only one lover, it would be the US. The reasons are as follows:

Despite 6.7% of GDP in exports to China, we import 15.4% of GDP from China at the same time. That import figure is unrealistically high because it includes transshipped products.

Understand now why the transshipment issue is the main problem for the US?

The US can export more to Thailand, but the gain would be easily offset by transshipments.

Consider this: Thailand has a staggering trade deficit of 8.7% of GDP with China and a trade surplus of 6.6% of GDP with the US. It's probably a no-brainer which "lover" to choose -- the (very) rich one.

More important than trade figures is maintaining Thailand's industrial base and competitiveness. Thailand can barely compete with Vietnam, where wages and electricity costs are half of Thailand's.

If Vietnam's tax rate for US exports is nearly half -- 20% compared to Thailand's 36% -- it would be unwise to use Thailand as a production base.

Moreover, products could be manufactured in Vietnam and exported back to Thailand with zero tax under the Asean Free Trade Agreement.

This way, manufacturers can have the best of three worlds: low production costs, access to the Thai market, and expanded access to the US market.

One can expect a mass production exodus from Thailand to Vietnam. It's unrealistic to expect everyone to be kind and understanding -- especially someone like Mr Trump.

The US is on a mission to halve its trade deficits, even at substantial cost to others. Do not forget that the calculated reciprocal tariff rate for Thailand is actually 72%. Mr Trump only charged half of that -- 36%.

That is why he said: "Please understand that the 36% number is far less than what is needed to eliminate the trade deficit disparity we have with your country."

These were his exact words in the letter sent to the Thai prime minister on Monday. The Thai negotiation team is advised to take these words to heart and formulate an alternative trade plan for the US.
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																A letter issued by US President Donald Trump on Monday regarding trade tariffs has been a rude awakening for Thailand.
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In his latest announcement, Mr Trump has stated that Thai exporters will be required to pay a 36% tariff on goods sold in the US. Under the past trade framework, goods exported from Thailand to the US were subject to an average 10% tariff.

The levy -- part of the "Liberation Day" tariffs -- was first introduced by the US president in April. Trading countries were given three months to negotiate with the United States.

Now the stage has been set, with many nations, including Japan and South Korea, finding themselves in a new playing field.

Mr Trump's letter shows that Thailand's offerings -- such as promises to import LNG for two decades and purchase Boeing commercial planes and weapons -- were not attractive enough for Washington.

However, the window for negotiations remains open until Aug 1, when the new tariff becomes active. Thailand can only hope that its negotiating team will refine its tactics and return with positive news.

[image: ]


As the country hopes for better news, it is also time to prepare for the possibility of a different future. If it is 36% or a lower tariff, Thai exports and related foreign investments will never be the same.

The big question is whether our government and trade bodies are ready for such an extreme challenge. Unfortunately, the answer is "no".

Our latest cabinet reshuffle, which placed two inexperienced politicians at the head of the commerce and agriculture ministries, is evidence of this.

The Ministry of Commerce needs to handle trade negotiations with Washington, as well as finalise a new Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with the EU and establish new trade partnerships.

The ministry also faces an uphill task in inspecting supply chains and preventing the use of "Made-in-Thailand" labels for exports of cheap transhipment goods.

[image: ]


For such demanding tasks, the recent cabinet shake-up has appointed Jatuporn Buruspat, a former permanent secretary of the environment minister, as commerce minister. With respect, Mr Jatuporn is a seasoned and respected official who has achieved a great deal at the Ministry of Environment. Yet, his expertise lies in wildlife, forest, and marine resource protection, not FTAs or bread-and-butter economic issues.

Another questionable appointment is the minister of agriculture and cooperatives, whose role is to help Thai farmers compete with rival countries that pay more favourable tariffs, such as rice-exporting nations like Vietnam. The ministry will also play a role in providing remedies to some farm sectors if Thailand opens its market to US farm imports.

This vital portfolio has been assigned to Atthakorn Surilathayakorn, a 41-year-old politician who is now an assistant to former agriculture minister Capt Thamanat Prompow, founder of the Klatham Party, and a new member of the coalition. His flagship policy is to continue the plan initiated by Capt Thamanat to distribute state Sor Por Kor land plots to farmers.

Amidst it all, the Thai government must improve trust among the public and business communities before it is too late. Of course, Mr Trump's tariffs have brought a crisis to many exporting nations. Yet, capable governments can turn a crisis into an opportunity, while others can turn a crisis into an even worse calamity.

We can only hope our government is one of the capable ones.
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																Casino "integrated resorts (IRs)" -- framed as "entertainment complexes (ECs)" in Thailand -- have proved to be hugely transformative for tourism, destination image, the economy, policy creation, and society.
The process, debate, and anti/pro-sentiment around casino legalisation in Thailand to pave the way for IRs/ECs introduction is not dissimilar to countries and cities that have previously introduced ECs, and in most cases after introduction, a continued programme of ECs expansion.

There are various top-of-mind issues to review now in Thailand's ECs and commercial gaming legalisation discussion, and as ECs introduction history has shown, other considerations that inevitably will occur over time, including cost/benefit analysis (economic and social) taxation/fees, public policies, potential customer markets, types of gaming/non-gaming, tourism diversification, master planning -- the list continues.

The iconic physical presence of ECs and the impact on city skylines can be a notable first impression on a trip to Las Vegas, Macao, Singapore or the Philippines.

Yet, the pathway to casino legalisation or liberalisation and development of ECs in the many popular tourism destinations now hosting ECs, will have differed. Even in these well-established ECs destinations, discussion on policy and tourism challenges can remain a constant in that tourism and economic transformation results, including aspects of the rejuvenation of landscapes and small businesses around the ECs.

In some cases, ECs growth has created ECs clusters such as the Las Vegas Strip and Macau's Cotai Strip -- destinations themselves. At the core are the ECs with the know-how, experience, and capital to provide the introduction and impetus to create and be a catalyst to multiple non-gaming options such as events, entertainment, concerts, trade shows, sports, and retail -- through which more regional and international visitation is generated.

Casino ECs - good or bad?

Indeed, the casino legislation and ECs development framework is increasingly a path much travelled. Perspectives on the good and the bad, the anti or pro, depend on who you talk to, be it government departments (from security to the economy to tourism for example), political parties, non-profit organisations, casino operators, ECs investors, the community, international hospitality brands (who have multiple hotels, retail, leisure, event and entertainment offerings in the ECs).

Truly a lot of opinions to consider and seek greater consensus on. We have found that monitoring, measuring and responding to this sentiment is an important consideration when integrating ECs into the landscape.

For example, our resident impact studies have shown that perceived benefits and support can differ throughout the community, with one outcome being a resident communication campaign.

Built not only for international visitors, the ECs will also provide employment or small business opportunities for the community, as well as a place for the community and domestic tourists to enjoy the dining, shopping, concerts, and entertainment.

There are numerous referral cases for Thailand to draw lessons learnt from fine-tuning to create distinctive Thailand ECs, with a regulatory framework designed to maximise the benefits while minimising costs.

Thailand offers a globally renowned image of hospitality, uniquely coined "Amazing Thailand", which is campaigned in the long-standing tagline of the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), and its competitiveness may exceed expectations with new synergies of entertainment along with other sectors of the macroeconomy.



Glenn McCartney, PhD, is an Associate Professor in International Integrated Resort Management at the University of Macau. Joe Lema, PhD,is a Professor at the Harrah College of Hospitality, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, USA.
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																When a wildfire burns through a community, the initial concern is identifying what is lost: businesses, homes, landscape. Reports tally the damage in raw numbers -- hectares burned, buildings destroyed, dollars lost. Similarly, wildfire recovery success is overwhelmingly measured by how closely the post-disaster housing count compares to pre-disaster numbers. But rebuilding, for people displaced by fires, is not measured in claims settled or roofs repaired.
In the weeks, months, and years after wildfires subside, an important question emerges: What does it mean to rebuild a community? Something more than a group of structures or a location on the map, a community is the network of relationships, institutions, and even routines that structure everyday lives. It includes circles of care, informal economies, and cultural referents that make a place home -- the public libraries that serve as drop-by cooling centres, the churches that host neighbourhood meetings, the local grocery stores that offer informal gathering spaces.

Disaster recovery policies often assume that if people can rebuild structures, they will return to their hometowns. But as my colleagues and I have investigated what it means to rebuild community in the aftermath of some of California's most destructive wildfires, we have found that many residents who want to return -- whose homes may even remain standing -- often find they have nowhere to return to. Wildfires do not merely displace individuals temporarily; they alter the social material of a place. The 2018 Camp Fire in Paradise and the 2017 Tubbs Fire in Santa Rosa bear this out. The loss of Paradise's schools and small businesses, and the destruction of its main hospital -- which did not rebuild -- forced many people to relocate, including families with children or whose workplaces were destroyed, and older and mobility-bound individuals. Pre-fire residents found it too expensive to rebuild, and developers and investors swooped in.

Butte County Assessor's data shows that five years post-Camp Fire, non-resident homeownership rose from 34% pre-fire to nearly 56%, and the average distance between a home in Paradise and the tax address of its owner increased from 68 kilometres (42.5 miles) in 2017 to 222km by 2022, an increase of 327%. This means that over half of the town's housing stock is currently not occupied as a primary residence. These homes are either vacation homes or rental units. The resulting altered housing market was reconfigured to accommodate new, and often more affluent, homeowners. Five years after the fire, house prices drastically increased -- in Paradise between 45% and 83% and in nearby Chico between 45% and 57%.

The 2017 Tubbs Fire in Santa Rosa also destroyed a huge swath of housing, though the town's economic and labour diversity, as well as its proximity to the Bay Area, helped it rebuild at a relatively quicker rate than Paradise. But homeownership data from the Sonoma County's Assessor's Office again shows that it may not be the same homeowners rebuilding or returning. In Santa Rosa, the rate of non-resident ownership rose from 16% pre-fire to 34% five years post-fire.

Both fire-ravaged communities appear not much changed on the surface -- new houses, newly surfaced streets -- but they no longer contain the same people, networks, and places. In Santa Rosa and Paradise, renters -- who accounted for about 45% and 30% of the total housing units pre-fire, respectively -- have been some of the slowest to come back, as affordable rental housing has given way to pricier market-rate developments. In Paradise, only two schools reopened in their original locations shortly after the fire. In Santa Rosa, the privately run nonprofit school that served public-school children on the autism spectrum was destroyed, with its students dispersing across different sites for several years. The fires fundamentally reshaped the demographics of the towns, resulting in a less diverse community -- and one with fewer local support networks.

It doesn't have to be this way. If we are to build fire-resilient communities, then we must look beyond recovery at an individual level and towards resilience at a systems level.

Paradise and Santa Rosa experienced gentrification and displacement because current rebuilding policies put the burden of recovery on individuals: Homeowners have to fight their way through insurance claims and permits, renters depend on landlords to make repairs, and small business owners struggle to reopen, navigating bureaucracy while working to regain their clientele and income. But there are policies that states, counties, and cities can put in place to keep a community intact. Addressing housing dynamics -- affordability, zoning, and community cohesion -- rather than housing unit counts alone, is essential.

The most critical policy failure is an absence of support for displaced renters and lower-income homeowners, who rely on rental protection, subsidies, and affordable housing initiatives to return home. Support can come from a variety of policies and community-centred land governance strategies. Community land trusts and cooperative housing models allow displaced residents to band together and collectively purchase land or achieve long-term affordable housing goals. No-Speculation Zones safeguard at-risk properties -- like underinsured plots or houses with unregistered titles -- by placing them in trusts or stewardship. Counties can serve as short-term buyers, holding the land for a time until neighbourhoods are ready to rebuild, and then transferring it back to residents or community organisations under long-term low- or no-cost leases that require developing permanent affordable housing. By taking land out of speculative markets and putting it into community hands, these models secure long-term stability and reverse the pattern of post-disaster redevelopment that serves higher-income newcomers instead of original residents.

Permitting and zoning are critical. Excessively restrictive building codes hinder communities that might want to reshape their housing inventory to provide a wider range of affordable options. Recovery zoning overlays allow flexible reconstruction by temporarily relaxing or streamlining permitting for co-housing and clustered temporary residences. And in the immediate aftermath of a fire, interim zoning for flexible, temporary housing -- whether through modular units, accessory dwelling units, or loosened permitting for mobile homes -- shelters survivors while they go through the often-lengthy reconstruction process, giving them a shot at remaining part of the community.

A sustainable and equitable recovery also depends on investment in infrastructure that benefits communities well beyond the duration of the initial disaster event. Planners need to account for the important role of schools, community buildings, and cultural centres to long-term resilience. These places are not add-ons -- they're pillars of recovery. And leaders must enshrine formal support, including compensation, for the carers -- social workers, case managers, community liaisons and coordinators -- who link residents to services, track their needs, and collect vital data that shape policy in the future.

Rebuilding after a fire is as much about how residents stay connected as it is about where they reside. It's time to envision community as something more than a collection of buildings. "You can rebuild housing, you can rebuild infrastructure," one Paradise resident who lived through the Camp Fire explained in an interview.

"But how do you rebuild a kind of sense of community? That's a whole different animal. And it's something that really isn't thought of that much." Zocalo Public Square



Nicole Lambrou is a Los Angeles-based designer, architect, urbanist, founder and executive director of the nonprofit tinkercraft, and assistant professor in urban and regional planning at Cal Poly Pomona. This was written for Zocalo Public Square.
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																In October 2024, the Philippine government, in its management of a linguistically rich and culturally diverse population, decided to make the then-existing Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education (MTB-MLE) expire by not signing it.
By leaving it unsigned, the passage of RA 12027 now mandates that: "The medium of instruction shall revert to Filipino and, until otherwise provided by law, English, pursuant to Article XIV, Section 7 of the 1987 Constitution. The regional languages shall serve as auxiliary media of instruction."

The new legal mandate discontinued the use of the mother tongue as the medium of instruction for students in kindergarten through grade 3, thereby shifting educational approaches for early childhood learning in the country.

Such a decision has removed the mandatory use of the mother tongue in the country's early education system.

However, the change is more than a pedagogical pivot.

This policy change is deeply political, signalling a quiet but callous erasure of the Filipino learners' cultural identity tied to their mother tongue.

Notably, the reversal of MTB-MLE reflects the broader systemic neglect of the deaf learners, excluding the usage of Filipino Sign Language (FSL) for inclusive and equitable access to education.

Mother Tongue Displaced

Despite being perceived as an English-speaking nation in Asia and Asean, the Philippines is indeed home to some 183 living languages.

These varied linguistic identities and inclusive national sign language correspondences are believed to carry the soul of a people and the wisdom of the different generations that continued to use them.

MTB-MLE wasn't introduced as a policy for nothing.

Considered as one of the first to have this kind of language education approach in Asia, the Philippines became a model for its Southeast Asian neighbours.

Global research from UNESCO and other institutions points out how a mother tongue-based education, such as the MTB-MLE, "is a tool to improve foundational skills [particularly] in a diverse society [such as the Philippines]."

It is indeed surprising why, despite the strong evidence that supports the pedagogical and cultural benefits of MTB-MLE, the current Marcos administration rolled it back.

Currency of Labour

Although almost six decades apart, Ferdinand 'Bongbong' Marcos Jr's decision to roll back MTB-MLE in 2024 was a move that tied in neatly with his own father's labour export policy, initially implemented in the 1970s.

Having framed overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) as "heroes" due to their crucial role in helping construct the Philippine economy via their cash remittances, both governments leaned, and continue to heavily do so, on the Filipino migrant workers.

Fully recognising that this economic design would largely depend on the Filipino learners -- a future labour workforce with English language proficiency -- the Philippine government ensured that English language learning was fully enshrined in the country's curriculum.

Given that English is not just a language but a currency in today's highly globalised world, allowing it to eclipse the Filipino learners' need for their mother tongue, it is clear that discontinuing MTB-MLE was a political move to produce a country of workers -- call centre agents, nurses, seafarers, among others.

By ensuring that Filipino learners can compete with their counterparts in the global labour market, their own government was intentional in shifting the curriculum away from mother tongue education in broad daylight.

Colonial Hangover

Linguistic genocide emanates from cultural genocide, the move to deprioritise the mother tongue over English, a colonial language.

Cultural genocide refers to a deliberate act of suppressing or eliminating a group's language, leading to a forcible assimilation into a dominant culture or economy.

This eventually results in language death due to an institutional decision.

It is important for the current Marcos government to realise that while it may simply seem that changing the language of instruction is but a matter of a curricular decision, language cannot and should not be simply dismissed as a medium of instruction alone.

Every language is a vessel of memory, emotion, imagination and resistance -- one that the Filipinos fiercely fought for against their colonial aggressors.

As such, by scrapping MTB-MLE and enacting RA 12027, the government is telling the people that their own language does not matter. When one's mother tongue is consistently excluded from formal institutions such as education, governance, and media, it eventually withers and finally dies.

Once it happens, the memories, emotions, and imaginations that came with it will also fade away, never to be recognised and spoken about again by future generations.

A cultural erosion as tragic as this policy ignores the Philippines' rich linguistic and cultural diversity.

It is a direction that brushes aside the need for an education system that is deeply rooted in its cultural heritage, one that could have been further nurtured by being critical and inclusive.

The Philippines celebrated its 127th Independence Day last month, commemorating the day when it was finally freed from colonial rule and foreign domination.

However, putting in place RA 12027 serves as a constant reminder that an Independence Day celebration is but a hollow act if the country continues to demonstrate a colonial mentality by way of privileging English in its very own curriculum.

Couldn't it have been wiser if the current administration, with a stroke of a pen, had instead prioritised its own country's linguistic sovereignty?

Moving Forward

Although RA 12027 has already been rolled out, if the current administration is indeed sincere in its effort to bring the country forward, it could still undo its earlier decision.

Instead of abandoning MTB-MLE, the current administration could look into the challenges it had earlier met, improve its implementation, and enhance its monitoring and evaluation mechanism. It could also build a stronger, evidence-based multilingual exit model.

By having a culturally grounded education system, the country could move forward by incorporating its mother tongue without sacrificing the level of global competence it aspires to have.

If other countries are able to do it, why can't we?

Because a mother tongue helps form the foundation for a strong cultural identity and a sense of belonging, it also results in people's effective learning and communication.

But when communication is impeded because governance decides to kill it in favour of a foreign language, it does not just erase the mother tongue in a classroom. It also makes people illiterate in their very own language.



Analiza Perez-Amurao, a recipient of the Linguistic Society of the Philippines' Distinguished Bonifacio P Sibayan Professorial Chair in Applied Linguistics, is an assistant professor at Mahidol University International College. Michael Thomas Nelmida is a transnational linguistic human rights activist and an MA candidate in Human Rights and Democratization at Mahidol University (Thailand) and Gadjah Mada University (Indonesia).
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																Although geologists are urging calm and caution against panic, a recent series of tremors detected in the Nicobar Islands, located off the coast of Phuket and Phangnga provinces, as well as the northern province of Lampang, has been a powerful reminder of the need to ensure the country's tsunami warning system remains fully functional.
More broadly, the Earth has displayed some unusual seismic activity lately. In Japan, over 1,000 earthquakes have struck the Tokara Islands in the past few weeks, prompting evacuation orders.

Closer to Thailand, the Meteorological Department's Earthquake Observation Division has reported eight earthquakes in Myanmar since July 1, with the strongest event being magnitude 4.2 at a depth of 10km, approximately 94km northwest of Mae Hong Son.

As experts have emphasised, the earthquakes in the Nicobar Islands are not yet a cause for concern. Even so, these tremors occurring in the very area that triggered the devastating 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami should serve as a critical reminder: we must never become complacent and always keep warning systems fully operational.

Thailand has made great strides in establishing a comprehensive tsunami warning infrastructure, including deep-sea buoys and warning towers. The Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Department's recent initiative to conduct a tsunami drill in six provinces along the Andaman Coast on June 27 is also a welcome move. During the exercise, residents and tourists in the targeted areas were scheduled to hear sirens from warning towers at the designated time.

What remains disconcerting, however, are reports about two tsunami warning towers going missing from Phuket's Mai Khao and Le Phang beaches. While Phuket's governor clarified that the towers had been dismantled for repairs, his subsequent statement -- that the Mai Khao Tower will be restored to its original site, while the other one, located on Le Phang Beach, will be moved to Phangnga province -- appears puzzling.

In this regard, Thitikan Thitipruethikul, People's Party MP for Phuket, has raised pertinent questions -- why can't the Le Phang warning tower be replaced, and what could justify the relocation to Phangnga, when Phuket attracts some of the largest numbers of visitors in the country?

The MP further warned that some tsunami buoys in the Andaman Sea appear to be missing, while others are not fully operational. His concerns resonate during this particular moment, as unusual seismic events bring back tragic memories of how devastating it was when disaster struck holidaygoers and residents suddenly, with no warning, on Dec 26, 2004.

Lessons from the past have also taught us that disaster preparedness extends beyond merely sounding sirens, but many questions remain. What about the emergency cell broadcast system, and how effective is its area-based function? Do we have muster points that are high enough and safe? Are there instructions on what to do and where to go in case disaster truly strikes?

Drills and preparedness measures are not about doom-and-gloom pessimism or senseless panic, but are steps that must be taken to prevent unnecessary losses. If the past has taught us anything, it is that catastrophe can strike even on a bright, apparently uneventful day. It takes a continuous effort to stay vigilant, but it is a duty we cannot neglect, as the consequences -- the human and economic toll of yet another unmitigated disaster -- are something we cannot afford to ignore.
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																The whole business of succession would be a lot simpler if the Dalai Lama could just regenerate, like Doctor Who -- a long-running British science fiction series. When the time comes for The Doctor to stop looking like David Tennant and start looking like Matt Smith, there's flame coming out of his head and gushing out of his sleeves, and then he explodes. When the smoke clears, there's the new Doctor.
There's no delay and no doubt. Once you accept (temporarily) the show's basic premise that Doctor Who is a benevolent immortal alien who periodically "regenerates" from one human form to another, not even being consistent in ethnicity or gender from one body to the next, you know instantly that it's the same Doctor in there despite appearances.

With the dear old Dalai Lama, it's different. Reincarnation still happens, but the souls of the dead migrate into the bodies of the newborn and retain no memory of their previous lives.

This becomes a problem when the soul of your religion's leader has to be tracked down in one of those thousands who were born around the same time the leader died.

That is exactly the problem facing the Gelug "Yellow Hat" tradition of Tibetan Buddhism, whose leader, the Dalai Lama, turned 90 on Sunday.

He will therefore soon be leaving his current incarnation, and it will be the task of his closest associates to track down the young child in whom his soul has taken up residence -- who will then become the next Dalai Lama.

Then the troubles really start, because Tibet has been officially part of the People's Republic of China since the Chinese invasion of 1950, and Beijing does not like religious leaders who are beyond its control.

In fact, it doesn't like religious leaders at all, especially if they also embody the national aspirations of a subject people -- and least of all if they live abroad

The Dalai Lama ticks every box. He fled Tibet in the midst of a CIA-backed popular rebellion against foreign rule in 1959. He has lived in exile ever since in the northern Indian city of Dharamshala, surrounded by tens of thousands of other Tibetan exiles. And he heads what is in practice a Tibetan government-in-exile, although no other country recognises it.

There is, nevertheless, a good deal of ambient sympathy for Tibet not only in Western countries but in countries of the Global South that got their independence just as Tibet was losing its own.

They never say anything about it out loud because China is far too big and rich to risk offending, but they do know a colonial relationship when they see one.

This makes the Communist authorities in Beijing nervous, even though there is no real challenge to Chinese control. They therefore see the Dalai Lama's passing, whenever it happens, as a golden opportunity to "nationalise" Tibetan Buddhism by giving the state the power to choose his successor.

We already had a preview of this 35 years ago when the Panchen Lama, second only to the Dalai Lama, died. After a lengthy but low-profile search, Tibetan monks found a six-year-old boy called Gedhun Choekyi Nyima who matched the requirements, and the Dalai Lama (in exile) proclaimed him as the new Panchen Lama in 1995.

The little boy and his family were immediately arrested and "disappeared"; none of them has ever been seen again. The Dalai Lama will not make that mistake twice: he has already said that his next reincarnation will be found in "the free world", which presumably means outside China.

But the vast majority of Tibetans still live in Tibet, and it is already clear that they will get a different Dalai Lama, chosen for them by the Communist regime. It could end up like the Great Western Schism of 1378-1417, with two and then three popes at the same time -- and that situation could easily last as long, depending on what happens to China in the long run.

All of this is ultimately about the survival of a separate Tibetan identity, which is still theoretically possible. Beijing has not yet adopted the final solution it is applying to the Uyghur minority: only Chinese may be used in the schools in both regions, but the Tibetans are not yet being drowned with Han Chinese immigrants.

The Chinese Communist regime is now a little bit older than the Soviet Union was when it collapsed, but the CCP is still going strong. If it lasts another 50 years, Tibet's identity will certainly be eradicated, for there are more than 200 Chinese for every Tibetan. But if it's gone in 20 years, Tibetan culture may well survive.
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        World's most expensive Birkin bag fetches $10 million in Paris
        PARIS - The first-ever Birkin bag designed by French luxury brand Hermes for celebrity Jane Birkin sold for &euro;8.58 million (US$10 million) at a Sotheby's auction in Paris on Thursday, smashing previous price records for a handbag.

      

      
        'Hippo Birthday': Thailand's Moo Deng turns one year old
        CHON BURI - Thailand's pygmy hippo Moo Deng marked her first birthday on Thursday, leaving behind the animal infancy that boosted her to worldwide internet fame for her cute antics.

      

      
        New Barbie raises diabetes awareness
        Mattel Inc has introduced a new Barbie doll representing a child living with Type 1 diabetes, aiming to promote empathy, inclusion and raise awareness, showing children that life with diabetes can still be vibrant and fulfilling.

      

      
        Humanoid robot says not aiming to 'replace human artists'
        GENEVA --- When successful artist Ai-Da unveiled a new portrait of King Charles this week, the humanoid robot described what inspired the layered and complex piece, and insisted it had no plans to "replace" humans.

      

      
        New movies out this week: July 10-16
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Musk unveils Grok 4 AI after antisemitism flap
        Elon Musk's artificial intelligence company xAI is rolling out the Grok 4 chatbot, just months after releasing its previous iteration, underscoring the frenetic pace of AI development.

      

      
        Fan love lights up Bangkok streets
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									World's most expensive Birkin bag fetches $10 million in Paris

									
								

								PARIS - The first-ever Birkin bag designed by French luxury brand Hermes for celebrity Jane Birkin sold for EU8.58 million (US$10 million) at a Sotheby's auction in Paris on Thursday, smashing previous price records for a handbag.
								The modern design classic, owned by a well-known Paris-based handbag collector, sparked a telephone bidding war up to EU7 million, with the final sale price set at 8.58 million with commission and fees, the Sotheby's website showed.

The previous record sale price for a handbag at auction was set by a diamond- and white gold-encrusted crocodile skin Hermes Kelly 28 which fetched nearly $513,000 in 2021 at Christie's in Hong Kong.

"After weeks of anticipation, the bidding opened at 1 million euros -- prompting a gasp from the room," Sotheby's said in a statement.

Sotheby's had advised that the Birkin prototype was expected to set records.

But the staggering price tag is in keeping with the fashion world's recent flashy aesthetics.

After years of so-called "quiet luxury" dominating catwalks, designers have embraced more ostentatious looks in recent seasons that have been dubbed "boom boom" by some trend forecasters.

The identity of the buyer has not been revealed so far.

Fashion legend

The original Birkin has changed hands twice since being put up for sale by Birkin at an auction in 1994 where the proceeds went to an acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (Aids) charity, according to Sotheby's.

Thursday's seller, Catherine Benier, who has a boutique in the upmarket 6th district in Left Bank Paris, told The New York Times before the sale that the bag was the "jewel in my collection".

The birth of the bag has become a modern fashion legend.

During a Paris-London flight, the singer and actress -- who died in 2023 -- complained to a fellow traveller about not being able to find a bag suited to her needs as a young mother.

That fellow passenger happened to be Jean-Louis Dumas, then head of Hermes.

The result of their conversation was a spacious tote with room for baby bottles, created in 1984 and named the Birkin.

It is engraved with the initials J.B. and has several unique features, including closed metal rings, a non-detachable shoulder strap and a built-in nail clipper.

Its condition "reflects the many years of use by the actress and singer," Sotheby's said beforehand.

A slightly differently sized version of the original has become the flagship product of the immensely profitable family-owned luxury French leather goods maker ever since.

Produced in very limited numbers, the bag has maintained an aura of exclusivity and is beloved by celebrities from Khloe Kardashian, Jennifer Lopez to Victoria Beckham.

Frustrated fashionistas in America even sued Hermes in a class-action suit in California last year after they were refused access to the bags.
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									'Hippo Birthday': Thailand's Moo Deng turns one year old

									Zoo in Chon Buri holding four-day festival to celebrate its global internet star
								

								CHON BURI - Thailand's pygmy hippo Moo Deng marked her first birthday on Thursday, leaving behind the animal infancy that boosted her to worldwide internet fame for her cute antics.
								Khao Kheow Open Zoo has been transformed and decorated for the occasion, and packed with international visitors and media crews, all eager to catch a glimpse of Moo Deng, who was calmly enjoying her first birthday in the pool.

Thursday was the first day of a four-day festival at the place where Moo Deng -- meaning "Bouncy Pork" in Thai -- first frolicked to stardom and amassed five million social media fans.

The celebration, starting at 8am, featured a variety of activities and attractions for visitors of all ages, with free admission for children under 12 through Sunday at the zoo in Chon Buri, about a 2-hour drive from Bangkok.

Visitors enjoyed mascot parades and meet-and-greet sessions with Moo Deng's keepers who shared cute stories about their celebrity charge. The zoo also hosted a market selling Moo Deng licensed goods and auctions for the hippo's memorabilia.

The hammer prices ended with 700,000 baht for footprints and 50,000 for her famous black plastic baby basin. (Story continues below)

[image: (Photo: Khamoo and the Gang)]
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[image: Zoo director Narongwit Chodchoy reads a birthday card for Moo Deng, written by the internet influencer Molly Swindall, who flew from New York for the occasion. (Photo: Nannalin Tiengtae)]
Zoo director Narongwit Chodchoy reads a birthday card for Moo Deng, written by the internet influencer Molly Swindall, who flew from New York for this occasion. (Photo: Nannalin Tiengtae)



Happy memories

As an estimated 12,000 people streamed into the zoo on Thursday, director Narongwit Chodchoy said it is no longer only the hippo's appearance that keeps people returning -- Moo Deng is getting bigger and not bouncing as before -- but the memories she stirs in her fans.

"Happy Birthday Moo Deng. I wish all the love for you," he quoted one birthday greeting to the starlet as saying.

Although the number of visitors might not match the peak seen at the height of her popularity last year, the zoo welcomed 1 million visitors in the first 10 months after Moo Deng first went on view, the director said. He expected about 40,000 people to join the birthday celebrations, which coincide with a 4-day holiday weekend for most Thais.

One of the special guests on Thursday was Molly Swindall, a TikToker who gained fame in 2024 by flying all the way from New York to see Moo Deng, and has now returned to cook a meal for her favourite hippo.

Jennifer Tang took a week off her work in Malaysia to make the pilgrimage, telling AFP she was "a little bit obsessed" with the calf she described as a "chaos rage potato".

"She's really special to me, she makes me happy," she said. Tang insisted Moo Deng is "still really sassy and funny" despite approaching maturity.

"Take a look at the crowd today -- she's still a legend," she told AFP.

						

							
						


Keeper in the spotlight

Apart from the birthday girl, another star attraction was Autthapol "Benz" Nundee, the 32-year-old hippo keeper and administrator of the Facebook page Khamoo and the Gang, and the man behind Moo Deng's many viral moments.

"I get to know more people. Wherever I go, I am greeted by fans," he said when asked how his life has changed after a year of caring for Moo Deng.

A lot of visitors took pictures with him, thanking him for taking good care of their beloved animal.

His birthday wish? "I wish her to be the happiness of people around the world forever," he said.

Moo Deng, meanwhile, spent most of her birthday plodding in her enclosure, munching fruit and vegetables -- a stark contrast to the energetic yet clumsy antics that earned her fame as a pint-sized pachyderm.

"Moo Deng used to be very naughty and jumped around all the time," said Mr Autthapol. "Now she only eats and sleeps."

"Her popularity has slowed," he admitted. "But some old fans have returned, and there are new ones too."

The celebration on the first day ended with the huge crowd giving her a giant birthday cake, worth 100,000 baht, sponsored by a fan who won another cake auction a week ago.

Media photographers clung to the fence, hoping to capture shots of Moo Deng eating. However, surprisingly or not, it was her mother Jona who stole the first bite of the treat. Minutes later, Moo Deng, now weighing 93 kilogrammes, calmly emerged from the pool.

The crowds cheered as she moved, and at every bite she took. (Story continues below)

[image: Molly Swindall displays a meal she cooked for Moo Deng on Thursday, alongside keeper Autthapol ]
Molly Swindall displays a meal she cooked for Moo Deng on Thursday, alongside keeper Autthapol "Benz" Nundee, a celebrity in his own right. (Photo: Nannalin Tiengtae)



[image: Moo Deng at two months old on Sept 15, 2024. (Photo: AFP)]
Moo Deng at two months old on Sept 15, 2024. (Photo: AFP)



'Cuteness doesn't last long'

Moo Deng started to become famous in September 2024, with pictures, videos and edited memes widely shared online.

She soon gained global recognition, occupying pages on international media outlets, including Time, The Guardian, the BBC, the Straits Times and others, and becoming a Thai icon, boosting zoo attendance and inspiring everything from moodboards to meme coins.

There were hopes Moo Deng's stardom would spotlight the plight of the endangered pygmy hippo, native to West Africa with only around 2,500 left alive, according to the International Union for Conservation of Nature.

But social media and search engine metrics suggest Moo Deng's popularity peaked around late September last year before dramatically declining.

"Moo Deng went viral very quickly when she was born," said Joshua Paul Dale, an academic who teaches courses on the phenomenon of "cuteness" at Chuo University in Japan.

"Maybe part of our appreciation of cuteness is knowing that it's something that doesn't last very long," he told AFP.

Moo Deng is part of a pantheon of captive animals that have enjoyed flash-in-the-pan popularity for their cuteness online, including Australia's Pesto the penguin and China's Hua Hua the panda.

Pygmy hippos have a lifespan of between 30 and 50 years.

While academic Dale predicts she may lose the limelight to longevity, he says Moo Deng could enjoy enduring appeal as fans recall "how unbearably cute she was when she was very, very small and just born".

"That can kind of continue on and affect our relationship with cute things, even when they grow up," he said.

						

							
						


Moodeng year in review. (Video: Khamoo and the gang Facebook)
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									New Barbie raises diabetes awareness

									Mattel partners with foundation to develop doll with accessories needed for managing condition
								

								Mattel Inc has introduced a new Barbie doll representing a child living with Type 1 diabetes, aiming to promote empathy, inclusion and raise awareness, showing children that life with diabetes can still be vibrant and fulfilling.
								Developed in partnership with the diabetes awareness foundation Breakthrough T1D, the new Barbie comes equipped with realistic medical accessories used by people with Type 1 diabetes, including a continuous glucose monitor (CGM) and an insulin pump.

In addition, the company says, the blue polka-dot outfit worn by the doll symbolises global diabetes awareness, serving as a subtle yet meaningful design element.

[image: (Photo: Barbie)]
(Photo: Barbie Facebook page)



Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune condition where the body attacks and destroys the cells in the pancreas that make insulin.

It is often diagnosed in childhood, and patients have to monitor their glucose levels and take insulin every day.

"Barbie helps shape children's early perceptions of the world, and by reflecting medical conditions like Type 1 diabetes, we ensure more kids can see themselves in the stories they imagine and the dolls they love," said Krista Berger, senior vice-president of Barbie and global head of dolls with Mattel.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/3066812/new-barbie-raises-diabetes-awareness



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Humanoid robot says not aiming to 'replace human artists'

									
								

								GENEVA -- When successful artist Ai-Da unveiled a new portrait of King Charles this week, the humanoid robot described what inspired the layered and complex piece, and insisted it had no plans to "replace" humans.
								The ultra-realistic robot, one of the most advanced in the world, is designed to resemble a human woman with an expressive, life-like face, large hazel eyes and brown hair cut in a bob.

The arms though are unmistakably robotic, with exposed metal, and can be swapped out depending on the art form it is practicing.

Late last year, Ai-Da's portrait of English mathematician Alan Turing became the first artwork by a humanoid robot to be sold at auction, fetching over US$1 million.

But as Ai-Da unveiled its latest creation -- an oil painting entitled "Algorithm King", conceived using artificial intelligence (AI) -- the humanoid insisted the work's importance could not be measured in money.

"The value of my artwork is to serve as a catalyst for discussions that explore ethical dimensions to new technologies," the robot told Agence France-Presse (AFP) at Britain's diplomatic mission in Geneva, where the new portrait of King Charles will be housed.

The idea, Ai-Da insisted in a slow, deliberate cadence, was to "foster critical thinking and encourage responsible innovation for more equitable and sustainable futures".

'Unique and creative'

Speaking on the sidelines of the United Nations' AI for Good summit, Ai-Da, who has done sketches, paintings and sculptures, detailed the methods and inspiration behind the work.

"When creating my art, I use a variety of AI algorithms," the robot said.

"I start with a basic idea or concept that I want to explore, and I think about the purpose of the art. What will it say?"

The humanoid pointed out that "King Charles has used his platform to raise awareness on environmental conservation and interfaith dialog. I have aimed this portrait to celebrate" that, it said, adding that "I hope King Charles will be appreciative of my efforts".

Aidan Meller, a specialist in modern and contemporary art, led the team that created Ai-Da in 2019 with artificial intelligence specialists at the universities of Oxford and Birmingham.

He told AFP that he had conceived the humanoid robot -- named after the world's first computer programmer Ada Lovelace -- as an ethical arts project, and not "to replace the painters".

Ai-Da agreed.

There is "no doubt that AI is changing our world, (including) the art world and forms of human creative expression", the robot acknowledged.

But "I do not believe AI or my artwork will replace human artists".

Instead, Ai-Da said, the aim was "to inspire viewers to think about how we use AI positively, while remaining conscious of its risks and limitations".

Asked if a painting made by a machine could really be considered art, the robot insisted that "my artwork is unique and creative".

"Whether humans decide it is art is an important and interesting point of conversation."
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									New movies out this week: July 10-16

									Will James Gunn's 'Superman' save the DCU?
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
								
[image: ]

Hu Die Da Shia (Them, Behind The Door)

Directed by Joe Chien.

Who's in it?

Amber An, Run-yin Bai and Kaiser Chuang.

What's it about? 

Chen Wei and her daughter move into the Butterfly Mansion to escape her abusive husband, only to discover eerie occurrences and the mystery of the forbidden Room 613. As the Chinese ghost month unfolds, the worlds of the living and dead.

Why watch it?

Taiwanese horror flick.

[image: ]

Superman

Directed by James Gunn.

Who's in it?

David Corenswet, Rachel Brosnahan and Nicholas Hoult.

What's it about?

Superman must reconcile his alien Kryptonian heritage with his human upbringing as reporter Clark Kent. As the embodiment of truth, justice and the human way he soon finds himself in a world that views these as old-fashioned.

Why watch it? 

Will Reeve's cameo in the film was first reported in July 2024 by Cleveland's local newspaper, "The Plain Dealer", with it being shot during exterior filming that was underway in Cleveland's Public Square. Reeve, the youngest child of Christopher Reeve, was only three years old when his father was injured in the accident that left him paralysed. In his appearance in this movie, Will plays a TV news reporter; in real life, Reeve is a television correspondent for ABC News.

[image: ]

Le Livre des solutions (The Book Of Solutions)

Directed by Michel Gondry.

Who's in it? 

Pierre Niney, Blanche Gardin and Francoise Lebrun.

What's it about? 

Follows a man, a director who tries to vanquish his demons, which are oppressing his creativity.

Why watch it? 

Inspired by Michel Gondry's personal experience during the post-production of "Mood Indigo" (2013).



Hybe Cine Fest In Asia from July 10-13 at SF Cinema

Held across 10 countries from July 10-13, the "Hybe Cine Fest In Asia" is a limited-time cinema series presenting six exclusive music events from Hybe artists.

[image: ]

* BTS Map Of The Soul ON:E

What's it about? 

Two pay-per-view streaming concerts by BTS to promote their "Map Of The Soul" series, including their sixth mini album, "Map Of The Soul: Persona" and their fourth studio album, "Map Of The Soul: 7". The concerts were held on Oct 10-11, 2020 at the Olympic Gymnastics Arena. The concerts were originally planned to be held live and online but due to the pandemic, they were online. 

[image: ]

* Seventeen World Tour [Be The Sun]

What's it about?

The Seventeen World Tour [Be The Sun] was the fourth world concert tour by the South Korean boy group. It took place in 2022, kicking off in Seoul on June 25 and concluding in Jakarta on Dec 28. The tour included a stop in Bangkok on Oct 1-2, 2022.

[image: ]

* Tomorrow x Together World Tour [Act: Sweet Mirage]

What's it about?

Act: Sweet Mirage is the second world tour by Tomorrow X Together. The tour began on March 25, 2023 in Seoul, South Korea and ended on Dec 3, 2023 in Seoul, South Korea. A concert film VOD for the Los Angeles shows was released on Sept 12, 2024.

[image: ]

* Enhypen World Tour [Fate]

What's it about?

In 2023, the world roared for Enhypen's second world tour, Fate. Now Engene can relive the unforgettable summer night in cinemas.

[image: ]

* Hybe Cinema Noraebang

What's it about?

Experience South Korea's iconic Noraebang culture in cinemas! Unleash your inner pop star and belt out your favourite Hybe hits from BTS, SEventeen,Tomorrow X Together, Enhypen, Le Sserafim, & Team, Boynextdoor, Tws, Illit and Katseye like never before at this singalong event in cinemas.

[image: ]

* Runseokjin_Ep.Tour In Japan: Live Viewing

Premieres on July 12

What's it about?

Enjoy the "#Runseokjin_Ep.Tour In Japan" Osaka concert, broadcast live in cinemas across 10 regions in Asia. A separate global live viewing event is planned for a different concert and will be announced later this month.
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									Musk unveils Grok 4 AI after antisemitism flap

									Billionaire boasts new bot is 'smarter than almost all graduate students'
								

								Elon Musk's artificial intelligence company xAI is rolling out the Grok 4 chatbot, just months after releasing its previous iteration, underscoring the frenetic pace of AI development.
								The announcement came a day after xAI deleted "inappropriate" posts on the Musk-owned social media platform X. Users had flagged posts in which Grok praised Adolf Hitler, referred to itself as MechaHitler and made antisemitic comments in response to user queries.

"Since being made aware of the content, xAI has taken action to ban hate speech before Grok posts on X," the company wrote.

Flanked by members of the xAI team and clad in a leather jacket, the billionaire demoed the new and improved bot via a video livestream late Wednesday night.

Available immediately, Grok 4 is "smarter than almost all graduate students, in all disciplines, simultaneously", according to Musk. It includes improved voice conversations and the company touted benchmarks showing the new AI system scoring higher than OpenAI and others.

"At times it may lack common sense, and it has not yet invented new technologies or discovered new physics, but that is just a matter of time," Musk said.

"We need to make sure that the AI is a good AI," he said, without acknowledging the offending Grok 3 posts or the controversy they provoked.

Earlier on Wednesday, a Turkish government minister also blasted Grok for sharing inappropriate posts, threatening to ban X in the country "if necessary" unless steps are taken to prevent such content.

"It is unacceptable to use tailored profanity," Transport and Infrastructure Minister Abdulkadir Uraloglu told Bloomberg News.

A Turkish court blocked access to some content from Grok, after authorities said it generated responses insulting President Erdogan, modern Turkey's founder Mustafa Kemal Ataturk and religious values.

						
							
Introducing Grok 4, the world's most powerful AI model. Watch the livestream now: https://t.co/59iDX5s2ck

-- xAI (@xai) July 10, 2025

						

The Grok 4 unveiling comes at a time of transition for xAI, which merged with X back in March. The new company has combined some engineering resources and other technology in an effort to better develop Grok and distribute it to to the user base.

In an unexpected development, X chief executive officer Linda Yaccarino announced her resignation earlier Wednesday just hours before the Grok 4 livestream, creating a leadership hole atop the social network.

Musk is also raising significant financing for xAI, which is competing with other major tech giants like Google, OpenAI and Meta to develop state-of-the-art chatbots.

The company is burning through $1 billion per month, Bloomberg News previously reported, in a sign of how costly the company's AI ambitions have become.
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									Fan love lights up Bangkok streets

									Specialist agency Digital Distinct helps idol fans and brands get the message across
								

								In the heart of Bangkok, digital billboards are no longer just for major corporate campaigns. Increasingly, the city's busiest intersections are glowing with cheerful birthday messages, comeback announcements and heartfelt tributes to K-pop and T-pop idols. These are funded not by agencies or labels, but by fans.
								Helping make these moments possible is Digital Distinct, a Bangkok-based marketing agency that brings both fan-led and brand-led campaigns to life through digital out of home (DOOH) advertising.

"These ads aren't just placements. They're emotional statements," says the Digital Distinct team. "Whether it's a fanbase showing love for an idol or a brand wanting to connect with audiences in meaningful ways, we help make sure their message gets seen."

For Fans, By Fans

Fan support ads have become a vibrant part of global idol culture, and Bangkok is now one of the movement's key cities. Digital Distinct partners with fan communities across Thailand and abroad to plan and execute campaigns that appear in high-visibility locations like Siam, Asok and Victory Monument.

Whether it's an idol's birthday, concert appearance or comeback celebration, these campaigns are a way for fans to express their devotion and feel closer to the people they admire.

"Fans care deeply about their idols," the company explains. "These campaigns are their way of giving back and saying thank you. When it goes up on a screen in the middle of Bangkok, that feeling becomes real and unforgettable."

The agency provides comprehensive support throughout the process, handling content formatting, location scouting, scheduling, regulations and reporting.

[image: A Digital Distinct advertisement in front of an MRT station.]
A Digital Distinct advertisement in front of an MRT station.



Brands See the Light Too

While fan-led campaigns are at the heart of this movement, brands are also tapping into DOOH advertising to engage with audiences.

The company says the process for brand campaigns mirrors that of fan-led ones: identifying the right location, crafting tailored messaging, managing creative assets and ensuring visibility in the right areas.

From beauty brands linked with idol promotions to product launches timed with concerts or fandom celebrations, DOOH also offers a flexible and attention-grabbing format.

[image: A Digital Distinct advertisement in front of an MRT station.]
A Digital Distinct advertisement in front of an MRT station.



Joyful Mission

At its core, the work is about bringing people closer. Closer to the idols they love, the communities they're part of, or the moments that matter.

"There's something special about seeing your message on a screen in the middle of Bangkok, especially when it's something personal," the team says. "For fans, it's love. For brands, it's impact. For us, it's about making those moments possible."
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									Finns flock to 'shepherd weeks' to disconnect on holiday

									
								

								KUHMOINEN, Finland - Finnish holidaygoers are clamouring to shell out hundreds of euros to work as shepherds for a week as a vacation, seeking tranquility in nature and a chance to disconnect from their busy lives.
								Petri Stenberg is enjoying a "shepherd week" together with his wife Oona and their two children Fia, age 2, and Hugo, 4, on an old farm on an island in the Isojarvi national park in central Finland.

The popular holiday scheme, organised by the Metsahallitus company that manages and protects state-owned land and water areas, allows the family to combine recreation and nature conservation.

"We are living very close to nature here. We feed the sheep a couple of times a day, we have been to the sauna, swam and gone fishing," Oona Stenberg, who works as a physiotherapist, told AFP.

"Not once have I seen any news here. There's no TV here, we haven't browsed our phones. So in a way, my mind has somehow calmed down and I'm just concentrating on being here," she added.

Accessible only by rowboat or on foot through the forest and across a bridge, the old farm is one of around a dozen remote sites across Finland to which Finns can apply for a week-long holiday taking care of sheep.

Historically, grazing sheep and other animals have played a crucial role in maintaining biodiversity and habitats for flora and fauna at the various locations.

But changed forestry and agricultural practices, including a "dramatic" decline in the number of small farms in Finland, have seen these traditional biotopes of so-called semi-natural grasslands and wooded pastures become an endangered part of Finland's nature, explained Metsahallitus expert Leena Hiltunen.

"The main purpose of the shepherd weeks is to increase people's knowledge about these traditional biotopes," Hiltunen said.

The vegetation on the Isojarvi island was traditionally kept light and lush as grazing sheep prevented overgrowth, providing the necessary ecosystem for now-endangered plant and insect species.

Compared to the 1950s, less than one percent of Finland's traditional biotopes and landscapes remain, according to Metsahallitus, with most of them now located in protected areas.

"Appreciation and protection of nature is so important... So it is really important for all of us to learn about it and for children to learn to appreciate it," said Oona Stenberg.

Popular holiday

Metsahallitus received 12,764 applications from 2,236 applicants -- many applying for more than one site -- for this year's summer season.

A total of 158 shepherd weeks are selected through a lottery.

"There has been a great deal of interest," Hiltunen said.

The Stenberg family, who lives in Vantaa, just north of Helsinki, applied a few times until they finally got lucky this year.

A week typically costs between 400 and 670 euros (780) at most locations.

The housing is spartan and simple, in huts or cottages often lacking running water and sometimes even electricity.

"Some people have asked us why we wanted to pay to herd sheep and do some yard work," laughed Oona Stenberg.

"But it is really an experience for us, and the kids are loving it," she added, sipping from her coffee cup outside the family's yellow cottage, surrounded by old wooden outhouses and a sauna overlooking the lake.

In Finland, many people spend their summers in rustic countryside cottages.

Hiltunen said only Finns could apply for the shepherd weeks because it was crucial to know "how to manage the modest lifestyle" in nature on one's own.

"We don't have enough resources to advertise it internationally, or have someone there nearby advising how things work," she said.

'Break from everyday life'

On the lakeland island, a sense of complete serenity hung in the air, the grey sky suggesting rain was on its way.

The family had been instructed to count the dozen sheep every day "and make sure their overall health is good, that they are eating enough and checking that the fencing is intact," said Petri Stenberg, who drives excavators for a living.

The small farm was a working farm until 1989 and was bought by Metsahallitus in the 1990s.

Flipping through the pages of a notebook inside the house, Petri Stenberg showed writings and a few sketches of sheep from previous visitors who documented their daily life and observations.

"This is a real break from everyday life," he said.
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									Explore Korean film design at 'Build On-Screen Worlds'

									
								

								The Korean Cultural Centre in Bangkok, Thailand, is hosting the exhibition "Production Design: Scene Architects Build On-Screen Worlds".
								The exhibition displays works by production designers such as Ryu Sung-hee, who won the Vulcan Prize at the Cannes Film Festival in 2016 (Decision to Leave and The Handmaiden), Cho Hwa-sung (Hansan: Rising Dragon) and Han Ah-reum (Kill Boksoon and Kingmaker).

The works present concepts such as storyboard, concept design, set plan and graphic design, with a video of the set and film scenes to provide a glimpse of the process of the production process.

Sunju Lee, director of the Korean Cultural Centre said that Korean films have played a huge role in strengthening the country's soft power. She emphasised the sophistication and realistic representation achieved in these films are central to their global success, as they not only convey the film's message but also elevate its aesthetic achievements.

Lee also added that the centre will host a "Special Talk With The Director" on July 18 with Ryu, the production designer behind Netflix's popular series When Life Gives You Tangerines. The event will welcome members of the Thai film industry, film students and movie enthusiasts.

"I hope that the exhibition will contribute to developing the film industry of Korea and Thailand and cultural exchange between the two countries," she ended.

"Production Design: Scene Architects Build On-Screen Worlds" is on view weekdays at the Korean Cultural Centre from now until July 26 from 8.30am until 5pm. For more details, visit facebook.com/koreanculturalcenterTH.
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									Bangkok City Ballet reimagines a classic tale

									
								

								Bangkok City Ballet presents the magic of Cinderella, a brand-new full-length ballet reimagined for today's audiences, in the Main Hall of Thailand Cultural Centre, Ratchadaphisek Road, on Saturday at 5pm.
								This all-new production, with original choreography by Bangkok City Ballet's own choreographers, brings to life the unforgettable story of a young woman who never loses faith in hope, kindness and the beauty of the human heart.

In this interpretation, Cinderella is presented with a contemporary perspective while preserving the fairytale's timeless charm. The performance features Bangkok City Ballet's promising new generation of dancers, who will share the stage with world-renowned guest artists Daniela Gomez Perez and Karen Azatyan from Ballett Zurich. Together, they will convey the emotions, dreams and journey towards a life of grace and wonder live on the grand stage.

With exquisite choreography that blends classical technique and modern sensibilities, the show promises to deliver an experience that is both elegant and refreshingly new for ballet lovers and newcomers alike.

This world premiere is made possible through the generous support of B.Grimm, a long-standing patron of the arts and culture in Thailand.

Tickets cost 1,200, 1,500, 2,000 and 3,000 baht and can be purchased from Thai Ticket Major outlets.

Visit thaiticketmajor.com.
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The United States has imposed new tariffs
on countries with trade surpluses, scheduled to
take effect on Aug 1.
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TOP 10 EXPORT PRODUCTS
FROM THAILAND TO THE US,
JANUARY-MAY 2025

Products Value (US$ million)  Change (%)
=8 Computers, accessories and parts 6,567 +71.7
!) ..... ao products ................................... TR ]
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and parts

Transformers and parts

Machinery and parts

Semiconductors, transistors and diodes 709 -435
Total exports 27,098 +27.2
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