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D.C. United set to hire Swiss coach Rene Weiler to replace Troy Lesesne
Weiler would replace Troy Lesesne, who was fired late Wednesday night after D.C. United's loss to Nashville SC in the U.S. Open Cup. 
By Steven Goff | 2025-07-10

Rene Weiler has had several coaching jobs, including Nurnberg in Germany and Anderlecht in Belgium. (Fabrice Coffrini/AFP via Getty Images)


D.C. United is finalizing a deal with Swiss coach Rene Weiler to replace Troy Lesesne, who was fired late Wednesday night shortly after a 5-2 loss to Nashville SC in the U.S. Open Cup, multiple people close to the situation said Thursday morning.
Weiler arrived in Washington on Thursday for final negotiations, one person said. Until a deal is completed and a work visa finalized, Kevin Flanagan, United's director of the youth academy and player development, will oversee the team, starting with Saturday's regular season match at the Los Angeles Galaxy.
"We want to thank Troy for his dedication over the last two seasons," United General Manager Ally Mackay said in a statement. "After internal discussions, we have decided to part ways with Troy and go in a different direction as a club."
Mackay added: "This is a pivotal moment for D.C. United, and we are committed to making the right decision for the future of our team. In the meantime, I have full confidence in Kevin Flanagan to lead the group. I've worked closely with Kevin for many years [when both worked in Nashville], and we will give him all the support he needs as we move through this transition."
Mackay did not comment on Weiler, saying in his statement, "Our search for a new head coach will begin immediately, with a focus on identifying a leader who aligns with our club's identity and long-term vision."
He and other club officials were not immediately available for interviews but expected to address this situation Friday.
Weiler, 51, recently left Swiss club Servette FC, where he coached in 2023-24 and served as sporting director this season. His departure was a mutual decision following "structural changes within the club's organization, which led to differences in vision," Servette announced on May 25.
Weiler previously coached Nurnberg (Germany), Anderlecht (Belgium), Al Ahly (Egypt) and Kashima Antlers (Japan), among others.
He would become the fourth United coach in five years, following Hernan Losada, Wayne Rooney and Lesesne, who was about two-thirds into his second season when United fired him shortly after Wednesday's match ended. Top assistant Zach Prince was also dismissed.
United -- which hasn't qualified for the playoffs in six years or won a playoff game in 10 -- has a 4-10-7 record and sits in 12th place among 15 teams in the Eastern Conference.
Unhappy with the team's direction, United officials began exploring possible coaching candidates weeks ago, people familiar with the situation said. Among the targets, they said, was former Philadelphia Union coach Jim Curtin. Despite United's hard sell, he did not engage in serious talks, two people said.
United also interviewed Jess Thorup, who was fired in May by Bundesliga club Augsburg, and former Portland Timbers coach Giovanni Savarese, one person said.
This is a developing story and has been updated.
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D.C. United fires Troy Lesesne as coach after U.S. Open Cup loss to Nashville
The second-year coach was dismissed with the club mired in a five-game skid among all competitions and in danger of missing the playoffs for a sixth consecutive season.
By Steven Goff | 2025-07-10

Troy Lesesne leaves Geodis Park after a 5-2 loss at Nashville SC in the U.S. Open Cup quarterfinals Wednesday night. (Steve Roberts/Imagn Images)


D.C. United did not give Troy Lesesne much to work with this season, but the second-year coach didn't get much out of what he had on the roster either. And so late Wednesday, after United was ousted from the U.S. Open Cup tournament, the MLS club fired him, according to two people close to the situation.
United has a 4-10-7 regular season record and is in danger of missing the playoffs for the sixth consecutive season.
The team is winless in five straight games across all competitions -- which included a 7-1 home loss to the Chicago Fire -- and among the worst in MLS in goals scored (17) and goals conceded (39). The 41-year-old Lesesne, who was under contract through 2026, had a 16-26-19 record across all competitions. His top assistant, Zach Prince, was also fired.
United has already lined up a permanent replacement, said those two people, who did not want to be identified because they were not authorized to speak on the matter. The identity of the new coach was not immediately known.
Lesesne, Prince and team officials were not immediately available to comment.
The players were told of the coaching change after Wednesday night's 5-2 loss at Nashville, one person said. United is scheduled to play the defending champion Los Angeles Galaxy on Saturday in Carson, California.
Since Ben Olsen's dismissal in late 2020, United has had three head coaches (Hernan Losada for 15 months, Wayne Rooney for nearly 15 and Lesesne for 18).
United earned two notable away victories this season -- against MLS Cup contender FC Cincinnati in late May and the 2024 MLS Cup finalist New York Red Bulls in April -- and advanced to the Open Cup quarterfinals for the first time in 12 years.
But D.C. is 2-5-5 in regular season matches at Audi Field after going 4-8-5 at home last year and sits 12th in the 15-team Eastern Conference, nine points out of the ninth and final playoff berth.
Lesesne's plans to play aggressive soccer failed to take hold, and United went scoreless in 10 of its 21 league matches, including the past three. United has also recorded just four shutouts and conceded a number of goals in transition.
Lesesne faced roster headwinds this year as United began the season as one of the few MLS teams with just one high-end designated player (Christian Benteke). Teams are permitted up to three, and without a second standout attacker, United struggled even with Benteke on the field and was toothless when the 2024 MLS scoring king missed seven matches with injuries.
United is, however, still paying a second designated player. Before the season, General Manager Ally Mackay traded midfielder Mateusz Klich, the team's assists leader, to Atlanta and agreed to retain most of his salary charge.
That trade was the only notable offseason transaction by a team that almost made the playoffs last year. Instead of making splashy signings or trades, United opted for an infusion of unheralded players and relied on holdovers to raise their games.
Unlike his two recent predecessors, Lesesne was fully invested in the organization. He often spoke of United's place in MLS history as a founding member and the winner of four championships in the league's first nine seasons. In his free time, he oversaw the creation of photo galleries at team headquarters in Leesburg, Virginia, saluting notable accomplishments and work in the community.
United has not won a playoff match since 2015 and hasn't advanced to the league's championship game in 21 years.
This story has been updated.
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In the battle to define Caitlin Clark, two new books make their case
Everyone wants a piece of the WNBA superstar -- including the publishing industry.
By Ben Strauss | 2025-07-10

Clark didn't sit for an interview with either author. (Steph Chambers/Getty Images)


Early in the 2024 WNBA season, USA Today sportswriter Lindsay Schnell published a power ranking of WNBA rookies. These lists are a staple of in-season coverage, easily digestible snapshots not expected to have much shelf life. Schnell ranked Caitlin Clark fourth.
Clark, of course, went on to win rookie of the year honors while reshaping the WNBA in just about every way. She has become her own economy, with TV ratings and sold-out arenas following her across the league. At that moment, though, Schnell was concerned about her turnover problems.
That assessment might have been forgotten had it not been noted in a new book by her colleague at the time, USA Today columnist Christine Brennan. (Schnell has since departed for the Athletic.)
"She didn't place Clark first. Or second. Or third," Brennan writes in her new book, "On Her Game: Caitlin Clark and the Revolution in Women's Sports," which was published this week by Scribner.
That not-so-subtle chiding captures a main theme of Brennan's book: that Clark, despite her supernova popularity, has not been properly recognized nor appreciated by the WNBA establishment. Between hard fouls and an Olympic team snub, Brennan argues, players, coaches, media and even the league itself have failed to welcome Clark as the conquering hero she is.
Brennan reports that she was dumbfounded to hear a WNBA official compare Clark's arrival at the league to that of another star's, Maya Moore, seemingly unable to recognize Clark's singularity. "Could the WNBA not see, or perhaps not allow itself to believe, what was on the way?" she writes.
Brennan is not the only author to wade into the Clark phenomenon this summer. In June, Triumph published "Becoming Caitlin Clark: The Unknown Origin Story of a Modern Basketball Superstar" by Howard Megdal, a longtime follower of women's basketball and the WNBA.
The books have nearly identical covers: a closeup of Clark's face, headband holding her hair in place and Clark with a large orange and white ball in shooting position. Both books cite the TV ratings she has driven in college and the WNBA and the arenas she has filled with the Indiana Fever since getting drafted. Brennan and Megdal agree that Clark is a transcendent star on the court but even more important off it. She is the closest thing the WNBA has ever had, they argue, to Michael Jordan.
Where the books differ is in how a reader should think about Clark and all she has come to represent. Brennan's book does not offer much insight into Clark or much new reporting about how she thinks about her place in popular culture. (She never sat for an in-depth interview.) But its point of view is unmistakable. Brennan at one point runs through a list of detractors, citing all of the women's basketball luminaries who made dismissive comments about Clark: Sheryl Swoopes, Breanna Stewart, Diana Taurasi, Cheryl Reeve and Geno Auriemma.

"On Her Game: Caitlin Clark and the Revolution in Women's Sports," by Christine Brennan. (AP)



Howard Megdal's "Becoming Caitlin Clark" (Courtesy of Triumph Books)


Megdal also did not do extensive sit-downs with Clark, but he takes a wider lens to the subject. He dedicates chapters to the pioneers of women's basketball in Iowa. In one passage, he suggests there would be no Clark without women such as Molly Bolin and C. Vivian Stringer, trailblazers on the court in Iowa but unfamiliar names to most fans. Similarly, he cites a study that found Black players in the WNBA have long been under-covered by the news media in comparison to their White counterparts.
Brennan offers some Iowa basketball history and places Clark's rise in the context of Title IX, citing 50 years of the 1972 law with increasing girls' participation in sports. And Megdal offers criticism of WNBA stakeholders, including when Washington Mystics co-owner Sheila Jackson suggested Time magazine should have chosen the entire WNBA for its athlete of the year.
Overall, though, the books diverge: Where Brennan's book portrays a star dragging a league toward greater prominence almost against its will, Megdal sees a transformative figure who arrived after the work of generations of women was starting to bear fruit.
"The women's basketball moment, the growth and platform and landscape, would have found a hero, an outlet for this excitement," Megdal writes.
This debate has been central to Clark's arrival in the WNBA. The sports commentariat, WNBA fans and even political and culture warriors have debated the hard fouls against Clark, the attention heaped on a White player in a majority Black league and whether other players should be grateful for her presence. Jealousy has been key to the Clark debate vocabulary.
And yet, in their common ground, the Clark books highlight something important about the ongoing discourse. There is less debate about Clark -- her skills and the interest in them speak for themselves -- and more about the WNBA. What was the league before Clark arrived? What, if anything, do other players owe her?
Megdal has been reporting on the WNBA for more than a decade, and his book reflects that. (He founded the Next, a digital outlet that covers women's basketball.) Brennan is focused on the league, mostly in the context of Clark, as well as her own experience. She includes a lengthy accounting of an incident last year in which the WNBA players union asked to revoke her press credential after she asked a player during the playoffs if she had smacked Clark on purpose.
Brennan is right that to ask for a reporter's credential smacks of a league not ready for the spotlight. And for both authors, there is plenty of data to support their view. In the end, Megdal provides a more nuanced explanation of the WNBA's triumphs and shortcomings, though the available evidence suggests there probably are more sports fans who identify with Brennan's theory.
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MLB's longest active hitting streak belongs to ... the Nats' Daylen Lile
After promotion, demotion and promotion, Lile is trying to prove that he is here to stay in the big leagues.
By Matt Cohen | 2025-07-10

Daylen Lile may have been pressing a bit during his first stint in the majors, but he looks more comfortable now at the plate. (Nick Wass/AP)


Sometimes, the 22-year-old finds a moment for video games.
He likes "MLB: The Show," fittingly. He grew up using retro teams and mashing the controller buttons as he swung as Ken Griffey Jr., Mike Trout and Shohei Ohtani. Now, 29 games into his big league career, he is playing as himself.
Washington Nationals right fielder Daylen Lile said being a playable character is a dream turned into reality. If anything, he'd just make a few changes to his rating.
"They knocked my power a little bit," Lile said. "But we'll get there."
His character's attributes should improve soon, given what the real-life Lile has been doing at the plate.
After struggling in his first call up to Washington, Lile went back to the minor leagues and regained his composure. Nationals coaches say Lile has among the best plate discipline of the organization's young players, but it didn't show up in his first big league opportunity. Now in his second chance, Lile has found consistent contact, which has led to a 14-game hitting streak, the longest in the majors.
The Louisville native's route to a regular role in Washington included a Tommy John surgery that forced him to miss the 2022 season, his first full year as a professional, and a back injury from tumbling over an outfield wall during a spring training game in 2024.
Lile began this season in Class A Harrisburg and was called up in May to replace an injured Jacob Young. But he struggled to find a routine. The nerves changed the way he played, as pressure often affects first-time big leaguers. With a .194 batting average in 11 games, he was optioned to Class AAA Rochester.
Lile's father Danny Lile Jr. said his son was disappointed to be demoted but understood that to turn a corner he'd need to be more disciplined.
Lile said he liked to chase pitches as a kid, especially in high school. Sometimes, he would swing at pitches far off the plate when opponents just tried to avoid pitching to him entirely. He tried anything, standing on the inside chalk of the batter's box to outside pitches, just hoping to put the ball in play. And yet, he struck out just six times as a high school senior.
While his talent could outweigh impatience at that level, it wouldn't in MLB. So during his stint in Rochester, Lile focused on playing his own style again. In his first chance with Washington, Lile said he was worried about proving himself and that hurt his performance. Returning to Rochester would be a needed mental reset.
He was in Rochester for just under two weeks before Washington called him back up. This time it appears he's here to stay.
During his hitting streak, Lile is batting .327, and he has just two more strikeouts (six) than walks in that time (four). He has brought his batting average for the year up to .245.
"This time around, he's not trying to do a whole lot," then-Nationals manager Davey Martinez said July 2, before he was fired this past weekend. "He's working good at-bats, he's seeing the ball a lot better. He's also trying to stay in the middle of the field."

Lile hits a single, despite being fooled with a changeup, in a game against the Detroit Tigers. (Rafael Suanes/IMAGN IMAGES via Reuters Connect)


As the hits started coming, Lile's high school coach, Rick Arnold, sent Lile's father a text. He said just one hit a game is all Lile needs. One hit a game means a few two-hit nights sprinkled in, too.
That's exactly what Lile is starting to produce. Lile has tallied just one hit in 11 of the 14 games during the streak. He has struck out just once in his last 11 games and his whiff rate (13 percent) would rank among the best in baseball if he played enough games to qualify.
Plate discipline means being prepared before he steps in the box. In the eighth inning of a July 2 game against Detroit, Lile knew relief pitcher Brenan Hanifee relied on his sinker (65.7 percent of his pitches) and slider (another 20 percent). So that's what he looked for. It wasn't what he got. Lile's awkward swing at a changeup -- a pitch Hanifee uses just 4.8 percent of the time -- nearly sent his helmet flying off as he "adapted for a hit."
Standing on first base, Lile couldn't help but laugh. Even with his inexperience, there have been only a few things that are surprising him in his second stint. Now he's prepared to handle them.
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Summer league gives a chance to young players, and the Wizards have plenty
In addition to this year's rookie class, Washington will send out its rising sophomores for the exhibition showcase in Las Vegas.
By Varun Shankar | 2025-07-10

Bub Carrington, who turns 20 this month, is becoming more of a leader for a young Wizards team. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


Bub Carrington and Tre Johnson stood next to each other as the Washington Wizards' summer league minicamp wound down Tuesday in Southeast Washington
Johnson held a basketball. Carrington darted his left hand out to poke it free. In a game, it could have been a steal. But with both standing in conversation with General Manager Will Dawkins and summer league coach J.J. Outlaw, it was a good-natured jest that drew grins from the 19-year-olds.
It had been a little under two weeks since the Wizards drafted Johnson out of Texas; Carrington, perhaps joking, said he "didn't know [Johnson] from a pile of dirt" beforehand. But the two showed an early bond during Tuesday's press gaggle, bantering about their differing interpretations of how their shooting contests went.
"I've been putting belt to that rookie," said Carrington, who put himself in the lead, 3-2.
"Him winning two games is a stretch," Johnson said. "And I told him last night that he wasn't gonna win [anymore]. And that showed today."
The two guards are centerpieces of Washington's rebuild, a potential future backcourt tandem. Their first joint appearance will come Friday at 9 p.m. Eastern in Las Vegas against the Phoenix Suns, as the Wizards start their run in the offseason showcase for young talent.
Washington has a recognizable roster. Its three draft picks from this year -- Johnson (No. 6), Illinois wing Will Riley (No. 21) and Florida State wing Jamir Watkins (No. 43) -- will play. So will five 2024 first-round picks: Center Alex Sarr (No. 2), Carrington (No. 14), guard AJ Johnson (No. 23), wing Kyshawn George (No. 24) and forward Dillon Jones (No. 26).
Outlaw said the returning Wizards will play but didn't reveal for how many games. Either way, the trip to the desert offers an early measuring stick for the group, which has earned extensive praise for offseason work habits.
"They've been in the gym ... they've putting in the hours, they've been putting in the sweat equity," Outlaw said. " ... We want them to have the opportunity to compete with these guys that are going to be their teammates."
Here are several things to watch as the Wizards compete over the next week.
The connection between Carrington and Tre Johnson isn't all jokes. Outlaw said the two have been "getting along famously" and are "pushing each other." Carrington wants to make the transition to the NBA easier for the rookie, who in turn is picking the second-year talent's brain, the coach said.
Both players boast positional size, allowing interchangeability. Their skills also allow them to play on and off the ball. Carrington will likely see more on-ball point guard responsibilities. He said he wants to be more "cerebral" on the court this season.
He wants to know where he's supposed to be in a given moment but also where everybody else should be -- and be able to voice that. Carrington's leadership has impressed Outlaw.
"He's always been a talker, but these guys are listening to him," Outlaw said. "He's telling them the right things."
Johnson mostly played with the ball in his hands in college for the Longhorns but welcomed playing without it with Washington, noting it could make his life easier.
"Being off ball, I can move without it, come off of screens," said Johnson, an excellent movement shooter. "And then also, when the ball gets to me, all the attention wasn't on me. It was on somebody else and it came to me. So now [I'm able] to attack a shifting defense."

Alex Sarr will try to build off his rookie season with a strong performance at summer league. (Matt Slocum/AP)


A player's second summer league can be a good demonstration of their development -- or lack thereof.
Dawkins and the Wizards have heaped praise on their young players for staying and working in D.C. for much of the offseason. Theoretically, they're established NBA players going against rosters largely composed of rookies or fringe roster players. Will that gap look evident on the court?
Can Carrington get to the rim and get caught on fewer screens as a defender? Can George actualize his three-point potential and continue his disruptive defense? What, outside of highlight dunks, is AJ Johnson's calling card?
And let's not forget about Sarr, who had a difficult first run in Las Vegas. The big man averaged 5.5 points, 7.8 rebounds and 2.5 blocks per game on a dismal 19.1 shooting percentage from the field. He notably went 0 for 15 in one game.
He rebounded from those struggles to become a first-team all-rookie selection but still has a long way to go to be an impactful, positive player. Sarr's three-point shooting, aggression finishing at the rim, rebounding and overall inside presence are all worth observing.
The second-year players will likely play only one or two games. Those outings shouldn't lead to sweeping conclusions but are crucial early data points Washington will be monitoring. Outlaw said the summer league games will have "somewhat of an influence" when the Wizards decide on their rotations to start the season.
The last time Outlaw, who joined the Wizards coaching staff ahead of last season, was a head coach was during the 2021 summer league. He welcomed the opportunity.
"Anytime you get an opportunity to get these live reps and be in a leadership role, it means a lot," he said. "Your guys are looking to you. Your organization is looking to you. My message to the guys is, summer league is a space for growth, myself included."
Outlaw and his father, John, each took similar nontraditional routes to coaching in the NBA.
John Outlaw played in the NFL as a defensive back for 11 years, coached college football for 11 more and was an NBA coach for 14 years, his son said. His NBA tenure included a stint with the Wizards.
J.J. Outlaw was a three-time all-Atlantic 10 selection as a wide receiver at Villanova and signed as an undrafted free agent with the Philadelphia Eagles. He never played a regular season NFL game and has worked for NBA teams since 2011.
"I think I played football because it was in my blood and basketball has kind of always been my nature," he said. "I spent more time around basketball and in the NBA gyms, NBA cities than I have on the football field. So it was just kind of natural for me. I never really wanted to do anything else but what I'm doing right now."
How does his football background impact his basketball coaching style?
"I think I'm a little bit more intense at times," he said. "Obviously, no secret, I love the defensive end of the floor. I want to play with physicality. And I want us to have attention to detail."
The Washington Wizards agreed Tuesday night to trade forward Kelly Olynyk to the San Antonio Spurs for guards Malaki Branham and Blake Wesley and a 2026 second-round draft pick, according to a person with knowledge of the move. The person spoke with The Washington Post on the condition of anonymity because the trade had not been announced.
Olynyk wasn't with the Wizards for long -- he was acquired from the New Orleans Pelicans in the Jordan Poole trade, which was reported last month and became official Sunday.
Branham, 22, was the No. 20 pick in the 2022 draft. He played 47 games for the Spurs last year, averaging 5.0 points and 1.1 rebounds in 9.1 minutes while shooting 45.8 percent. Wesley, the No. 25 pick in the same draft, played 58 games last season. The 22-year-old averaged 3.7 points and 2.0 assists in 11.8 minutes while shooting 43.5 percent.
The second-round pick the Wizards receive will be the least favorable among the selections of the Dallas Mavericks, Philadelphia 76ers and Oklahoma City Thunder. The trade gives Washington more room to take on salary this season.
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Tennis fans deserve better than John McEnroe
You cannot seriously think John McEnroe is good on television. When will network executives be ready to move on?
By Sally Jenkins | 2025-07-10

John McEnroe is a fixture in U.S. broadcast booths. (Adrian Dennis/AFP/Getty Images)


Please, someone in American television, break the McEnroe grip on tennis microphones. Belching up words is not broadcasting, a craft John McEnroe never learned. Johnny Mac has become an entitled air quaffer, a lapsed past master turned trifler who refuses to work at it. Witness how he tends to butcher the names of anyone not ranked in the top five. As for younger brother Patrick, he burps out banalities with the same offbeat affect as his bro, apparently believing it passes for alert observation. You need Pepto after listening to them for two hours.
Coupled in the ESPN broadcast booth at Wimbledon this week, they have given the viewer about as much information as a couple of air compressors, complete with the irritating hissing. Here they were on a quality match in the round of 16 between Novak Djokovic and Alex de Minaur, whose appellation wandered through Johnny Mac's mouth variously as di Miner, de Minhour and di Minoor before settling in as de Manure.
"Highly skilled play there from Djokovic."
"Playing at a very high level out there today."
"He's found an extra gear here early in the fourth."
"Who would have thunk it?"
"He's a goat, this legend."
"He has come to play."
"It's not how you start; it's how you finish."
Thanks for those insights, boys.
Tennis is a gorgeous game deserving of more eloquence than this. There is a raft of truly talented voices out there who apply themselves and enhance the audiovisual medium with real insight. Andy Roddick, Jim Courier, Jimmy Arias, Chris Evert, Andre Agassi, Darren Cahill, Mary Carillo and Lindsay Davenport are far more steeped in this beautiful game than the McEnroes, more aware of rising young players from around the world, more alert to tactics and technique, and more articulate. It's an annual frustration to come down from their voices to the yah-yahing of the McEnroes.
Responsibility for this lies with cowed producers and frictionless network chiefs who have enabled the McEnroe monopoly despite their shallow blandness -- and who have allowed John in particular way too much diva license. He calls virtually all of the top matches, from ESPN to NBC to TNT, and cuts out to do cameos for BBC and Tennis Channel, without doing a lick of ostensible homework. The most spoiled actress didn't behave any worse than McEnroe at the French Open last month, when he was actually late to the set on the day of the men's final. His chair was vacant for long minutes as Evert and Tim Henman covered for him. When he finally arrived, Evert teased that he's "always late" and Henman said they had waited hours for him. He retorted on air, "That's your problem."
When the elder Mac isn't burying the viewer in superficialities, he blithely and unembarrassedly mangles foreign pronunciations, apparently because he imagines it is part of his ineffable charm. Flavio Cobolli of Italy has suffered the indignity at Wimbledon of being dubbed Carbelly, Cowbelly and Cahbally. Maybe by the semis, Johnny Mac will buy another vowel. Or study his ESPN binder.
"But, hey, what do we know, right, John?" Patrick said snidely to his brother at one point. Well, that's becoming a question. More and more in recent years, the McEnroes think nothing of confessing their ignorance live on air, especially when it comes to mid-ranked Europeans.
Earlier this week, when Grigor Dimitrov unleashed a 140-mph ace against Jannik Sinner, Johnny Mac hazarded, "That's got to be the biggest serve he ever hit."
Pause. Chris Fowler ruffled a piece of paper. "It says here he hit 143 in the first round," Fowler said dryly.
My, what you can do when you check the folders of research that underlings prepare for you, instead of relying on your own genius.

John McEnroe appears with Andy Murray in Wimbledon, England. (John Phillips/Getty Images)


At the 2024 Australian Open, Johnny Mac watched Zizou Bergs of Belgium warm up and bawled live on air, "Tell me what you know about him, because I don't know anything." That was more polite than his gaffe at the 2023 Australian Open, where he shared the booth with Patrick during Frances Tiafoe's second-round match against Juncheng "Jerry" Shang. "What is this Chinese guy's name? Jerry? How did they come up with Jerry? Is he the only guy from China named Jerry?" Actually, Patrick observed delicately, Shang lived in Florida.
Contrast that verbal gunk with Roddick's sharply observant podcast, "Quick Served," which is a terrific blend of technical talk and frank-mouthed irreverence. It's the place to go if you want a connoisseur's discussion of the Roger Federer slice vs. the more "floatie chip" of Steffi Graf, or a breakdown of Carlos "Chucky" Alcaraz's breadth of shots. "He's spoiled for choice," Roddick observed. "His only issue is how to beat you. He can beat you four different ways. And it's, 'What is the most effective version of myself for this match?'"
It wasn't a McEnroe who detected a crucial alteration Alcaraz made in his backhand this season. That was Agassi in his virtuoso performance at the French Open, where he deconstructed the stroke adjustment on tape -- Alcaraz taking the racket back with a straight right arm -- and described how much control it has given him. "They don't know if he is going to hold and pull across, or if he is going to hold and just go inside off-line. And he can just leave his opponent with their jockstrap on the ground," Agassi said. "I mean, look at this: He can go either direction with it. Because, in tennis, power and control comes from time spent on racket with the ball. ... You've got more power, you've got more control, and you've got more deception."
The McEnroes show none of this acumen, though they might. Their experience as players remains an intriguing base to work from -- John with his famous deftness and strategic brilliance, Patrick with his sheer fight-through-the-ranks persistence. When each retired, he knew the games and habits of his opponents and how to find all the angles against them. Those days are over. Now, they are just examples of what the great Edward R. Murrow warned: "Your voice, amplified to the degree where it reaches from one end of the country to the other, does not confer upon you greater wisdom than when your voice reached only from one end of the bar to the other."
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Pitching less is not preventing arm injuries in MLB. What about pitching more?
Limiting innings and adhering to rigid pitch counts has not stopped pitchers from getting hurt at an alarming rate. Can the opposite approach help?
By Chelsea Janes | 2025-07-10

Detroit Tigers right-hander Jackson Jobe, shown in May, became the 16th major league pitcher to undergo Tommy John surgery this year.  (Paul Sancya/AP)


Since the Washington Nationals contemplated shutting down their best young starter before a postseason run more than a decade ago, prevailing wisdom around Major League Baseball has centered on the following logic: The best way to protect a pitcher from injury is to manage his workload, to make sure he does not throw more than his elbow or shoulder can handle -- to preserve.
Even when the Nationals shut down Stephen Strasburg in 2012, or when Matt Harvey pushed himself into the 2015 World Series with the New York Mets, for example, those decisions were polarizing because they represented a choice between winning and player health, not because anyone was questioning the premise.
Yet in the years since those debates raged and baseball entered its protectionist era, pitching injuries have skyrocketed, not plummeted: In 2011, the year before the Nationals shut down Strasburg, 16 MLB pitchers underwent Tommy John surgery on their elbows, according to a database compiled by researcher Joe Roegele. As of Wednesday, 16 pitchers already have undergone Tommy John surgery in 2025, and that's not counting three more who have had an internal brace procedure. In other words, if managing workloads with rigid pitch counts and innings limits is helping, it certainly isn't helping much.
Now, before anyone grabs pitchforks, managing workloads is by no means the reason injuries are happening. As MLB-commissioned studies and common sense agree, the widespread use of data to push pitchers to throw as hard, and with as much spin, as humanly possible is largely responsible for the jump in elbow and shoulder injuries. As long as MLB incentivizes elite stuff with money and accolades, players at all levels will pursue them, and they will stress their arms accordingly.
But because nothing will change that, and because managing workloads seemingly has not done anything to curb casualties, some longtime trainers who work with major league pitchers in the offseason are hypothesizing that throwing more might actually be a path to getting injured less.
"I felt for years that I was shouting into the wind when I said, 'Hey, maybe we should throw more,'" said Randy Sullivan, a physical therapist and strength and conditioning coach who runs the Florida Baseball Armory training facility. "It's the age-old argument: Do you only have so many bullets in the gun? I fall on the side of, we can build more bullets. We don't have to conserve bullets. We can make new ones. It's a terrible metaphor, but I think it holds."
Fortunately, the stakes here are far below the realm of actual bullets. And the idea of training elbows differently is far more complicated than the metaphor suggests: Everything from training methods to workload planning could be altered in service of a more highly conditioned elbow. Plus, caution about departing from long-standing norms in favor of unproven theories, the potential risk of millions invested in young pitchers and the need to win sooner than later mean major changes in organizational philosophies would face headwinds.
But perhaps the idea is worth considering. Alan Jaeger, one of the game's foremost and long-standing long-toss disciples, sees throwing more in the offseason and between starts as a way to stay healthy. Jaeger, who has worked with the likes of 2002 American League Cy Young winner Barry Zito, two-time all-star and current Boston Red Sox pitching coach Andrew Bailey, and young Cincinnati Reds ace Hunter Greene, said he believes protecting the arm only to "shock it" every five days with the heavy workload of a start makes little sense.
Instead, he advocates for more long toss and catch play between starts as well as more throwing in the offseason. He thinks pitchers should be training for a marathon so that when they are asked to run one by throwing 100 pitches every five days, their elbow is built to handle it.
"A huge piece is the kids now know what's available through Rapsodo [a ball flight monitor], the average major league fastball is up to 98 [mph], and they feel forced to chase that," Jaeger said. "But my biggest takeaway is this: If you do the base right, the stability, the conditioning, you will have your most optimal stuff and [velocity]. That's the key takeaway, and that's the part I'm trying to get people to understand."
But throwing more can also mean throwing more innings, the thing so many organizations have been reluctant to let their starters do in the minor leagues in recent years. Toronto Blue Jays right-hander Chris Bassitt, who has thrown more innings than all but eight pitchers in baseball since the start of the 2020 season, said he thinks that while most major league teams mean well by limiting innings in the minors, they are not setting up young starters for long-term success by doing so.
"It's pretty obvious to me that we've got to change the industry back to where it was when I came up, where five innings wasn't acceptable, getting pulled at 80 pitches isn't good," Bassitt said. "I heard the average outing in Triple-A right now is around 70 pitches. I don't know how anyone is thinking throwing 70 pitches in Triple-A is going to create a big league starter."
"Long story short," he added, "I completely disagree with the entire system."

Chris Bassitt has been one of the more durable starters in the major leagues and advocates for pitchers to throw more innings in the minors. (Kamil Krzaczynski/Imagn Images)


But not everyone agrees that more throwing will be the ultimate answer. Athletics pitching coordinator Mike McFerran -- who used to run the Wake Forest pitching lab, where stars such as Nationals left-hander MacKenzie Gore have trained in the offseason -- sees the heart of the injury issue as lying outside the elbow and in another training deficit in this era of high velocity: the forearm area.
"The problem is these guys are so good at producing force that if there's a weak link in the chain, it's going to break," said McFerran, who thinks grip training would be one way to help stabilize the arm at the end of the throw. "They've gotten so good at training the body to accelerate and decelerate and produce force, and as far as I've seen, the forearm isn't being trained to do the task it needs to do, which is hanging on with all that force until the end of the throw."
As for throwing more to accomplish that training, McFerran was less certain about that pathway as something that will help everyone, emphasizing the need to build each player carefully and in keeping with the ways different bodies produce force.
"Building out schedules, the number of throws each week versus staying where they are, it takes a lot of feel," McFerran said. "It's not just something you can throw an algorithm on. I think it's something that requires a blend of art and science, including teaching guys to listen to their bodies and know when to go a little harder or a little slower, day by day."
Strasburg, for example, was fragile -- his body was built to pitch, not for athleticism, which meant small deviations in his kinetic chain always seemed more likely to result in catastrophe than they might with someone built differently. Still, the overlapping ideas that workload management is not the only answer and that professional baseball can train arms better seem to be finding consensus -- if only because nothing else is working.
"I've become convinced that the collision at the elbow and the stress on the shoulder is inevitable. I don't think we can make it go away," said Sullivan, who just finished his ninth book on pitching conditioning and performance. "... I think we've got to condition the elbow. We've got to get better at the collision. We've got to get tougher. It seems like when we try to limit stress, ligaments get more fragile."
Sullivan proposes a variety of throwing motions as a way of conditioning the elbow better. Instead of conditioning with the exact mechanics a pitcher uses in games, thereby mimicking the exact stressors on the elbow over and over, he suggests throwing with footballs or other tools that train the elbow. He pointed out that when pitchers throw, even just playing catch, they do so largely in their exact throwing mechanics. He suggests that more throwing need not include more of that exact motion but just more throwing of all kinds.
"Maybe we want to distribute the stress on the elbow. Maybe we need to introduce a lot more variability in the throwing. Throw from different slots and postures and throw on the run and throw from shortstop, like we did when we were kids," he said.
Major league players often can be seen throwing a football in the outfield before games to warm up, but pitchers rarely do much throwing of other kinds. And the trouble with asking them to do more of any kind of throwing is that, even in this injury-riddled era, the fear of causing injury often overrides implementing any changes that could help prevent them.
"Medicine is defensive. We're all practicing medicine afraid to get sued, so nobody wants to take a chance. For good reason: We're all worried about disrupting someone's life on a theory that is probably at this point unprovable," Sullivan said. "It's not like there are lab rats we can try this on."

MacKenzie Gore throws a pitch during a recent game at Nationals Park. (Scott Taetsch/Getty Images)


While several organizations are experimenting with things such as increased grip training and more detailed throw monitoring, one is testing the theory on its most basic level. This winter, with a new-look front office eager to make change, Buster Posey and his staff with the San Francisco Giants decided they wanted to try to push young starters deeper into their outings beginning in the minor leagues.
"Since Strasburg, around baseball, the thought was that we're going to save our young prospects, not pitch them very much in the minors, and that way we can pitch them a lot in the majors," Giants head of player development Randy Winn said. "The big difference is if you look at any number of prospects here in probably the last 10 years as opposed to CC Sabathia, Justin Verlander, and go back from there ... there's been a difference. That's been the difference: innings in game, which is the biggest change in my opinion."
The process will take time, because while it is possible conventional wisdom about limiting innings has gone too far, everyone agrees that asking starters to increase their workloads suddenly and dramatically poses a significant injury risk. But the Giants do seem to be sticking to their plan: No Class AAA team's starters have thrown more innings than the Giants' affiliate in Sacramento. Two of the top five throwers by innings in the Class AA Eastern League are members of Giants affiliate Richmond's staff.
The logic, Winn says, is less about revolutionizing the sport's approach to pitching than maximizing the Giants' resources: The longer starters stay healthy, the more innings the Giants get out of them. The more innings the Giants get out of their starters, the fewer innings they need out of their relievers, which means they are asking less of the guys who tend toward maximum effort.
"We're not saying that if guys throw more, they won't get injured. What we are saying is we don't think there's an endless supply of arms, we can't keep going the way we have, and I don't think it's fair to send a guy out there and say go max effort until you're done and find the next guy and do the same thing," Winn said, describing a pattern playing out in some of the sport's more dominant pitching staffs lately. "We believe that starting pitchers going longer in ballgames gives us a better chance to win, it puts our bullpen in a better position to be successful long term, all of those things. And giving a guy a chance to have a long major league career is also important."
Perhaps it is no surprise that the Giants, run by former stars such as Posey and Winn, are the ones willing to revert to what feels like an old-school solution to a new-school problem. Perhaps, of course, the plan will not work. But nothing else is working to curb arm injuries these days. Perhaps at this point in baseball's injury epidemic, just about anything is worth a try.
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'The foundation of this rebuild is solid,' Mike Rizzo says after firing
"I hold my head up high for the standards that we have developed here," Mike Rizzo said Wednesday, during his weekly interview with the Sports Junkies on 106.7 the Fan.
By Scott Allen | 2025-07-09

The Nationals fired Mike Rizzo on Sunday. (Jeff Roberson/AP) 


In his first public comments since being fired as general manager of the Washington Nationals on Sunday, Mike Rizzo expressed gratitude for the opportunity to lead the franchise for nearly two decades and suggested the team, which is mired in a faltering rebuild, is close to competing for a playoff spot again.
"I hold my head up high for the standards that we have developed here," Rizzo said Wednesday during his weekly interview with the Sports Junkies on 106.7 the Fan. "Remember, we took over from MLB and this place was a circus act. I did it my way for 17 years. The Lerner family allowed me to have the keys to this franchise and build it and develop it in my personality and the way I wanted to do it. My goal was always to achieve greatness."
The Nationals, who also fired manager Dave Martinez on Sunday, won four division titles and made five postseason appearances on Rizzo's watch. They captured the franchise's first World Series title in 2019, but six losing seasons have followed. Rizzo said he was "a little surprised" but not "shocked" by the timing of Sunday's dismissals, which came a week before the start of the MLB draft. He also said the Nationals are "really close to winning -- and winning for a consistent period of time."
"The rebuild is taking longer than anybody wants it to, but the foundation of this rebuild is solid, it's strong," Rizzo said. "The person that steps in here is going to see the [cupboard] is full. You've got some good service time to build around. ... The next step for them is to add to that core and get more really, really good players. Get a deeper lineup, get a deeper roster and be able to withstand the rigors of 162 games in 185 days."
Rizzo said he met with the Nationals' owners at least once per week since he was promoted to general manager in 2009. When they delivered the news that he was fired, he told them he still believed he was the best person to lead the organization to another championship.
"I still believe in the talent of this team," said Rizzo, who declined to say which player he would have drafted with the No. 1 pick. "We have a lot of good young players; we just don't match up with the big boys of the National League and the depth of good players."
Asked whether he felt handcuffed in his ability to add to the team's depth in free agency by ownership's tight budget in recent years, Rizzo didn't assign blame.
"The secret of being a good executive and a good general manager is you do the best you can with what you have," Rizzo said. "We've all gone through this, whether you're in baseball or in life in general -- you do the best with what you have. In ownership's eyes, we didn't do enough with it, so they made a change."
Since his firing, Rizzo, 64, took advantage of the rare time off during the summer to take his young son to the pool and story time. He suggested he's not yet ready to retire.
"I would like to lead another organization," he said, "and hoist a trophy one more time, and to do it with the right ownership group and the right mindset for an organization. That would appeal to me. I'm certainly not going to be egotistical enough to think that people are going to be throwing job offers at me, but my resume and my personality and my background are pretty well known. If I fit the right criteria for some ownership group, I would be honored to continue to join the fraternity of general managers."
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D.C. United coughs up a two-goal lead and exits the U.S. Open Cup
Coach Troy Lesesne's team, looking to claim some piece of hardware in a disappointing season, is ousted in the quarterfinals at Nashville.
By Steven Goff | 2025-07-10

Nashville's Hany Mukhtar shields the ball from D.C.'s David Schnegg in the first half at Geodis Park. (Steve Roberts/Imagn Images) 


D.C. United's deepest run in the U.S. Open Cup since 2013 -- and its best hope of winning a trophy this year -- ended Wednesday night when it surrendered a two-goal lead and was blown away by Nashville SC in the second half, 5-2, at Geodis Park in Tennessee.
Seeking a massive upset against MLS's hottest team, United went ahead in the fifth minute on Gabriel Pirani's sensational goal and welcomed an own goal in the 24th. But Nashville took advantage of a D.C. gaffe a minute later and tied it early in the second half on a controversial penalty kick.
Sam Surridge, MLS's scoring leader, then broke the tie in the 72nd minute with his second goal of the match. In the final 10 minutes, former D.C. star Andy Najar scored on a spectacular shot from long distance and substitute Walker Zimmerman added a close-range header as Nashville extended its club-record unbeaten streak in all competitions to 15.
"I didn't feel any real danger [in the second half] until the penalty, and then Nashville turned it up," United Coach Troy Lesesne said. "The first half was ours, and the second half was theirs."
In its first semifinal appearance, Nashville will play the Philadelphia Union or the New York Red Bulls on Sept. 16 or 17. That quarterfinal Wednesday was postponed until Aug. 13 because of a thunderstorm in Chester, Pennsylvania. In the other semifinal, Austin will visit Minnesota, with the winner hosting the Oct. 1 final.
Founded in 1914 and modeled after the English FA Cup, the U.S. Open Cup involves teams from all levels of American soccer, from amateurs to the first-division pros in MLS. A three-time tournament champion, United was seeking to ease the pain of a 4-10-7 regular season by keeping alive its hopes of its first trophy since 2013.
Lesesne stuck with Kim Joon Hong, the backup goalkeeper in league play, as his cup starter. Christian Benteke started for the second time in five days after recovering from a sprained ankle. United welcomed back right back Aaron Herrera, who last week returned from Guatemalan duty at the Concacaf Gold Cup.
Pirani was also back in the lineup after serving an MLS suspension Saturday against Atlanta. It did not take him long to make an emphatic imprint on the match.
After collecting Boris Enow's pass, Pirani seized on a central seam and ripped a 24-yard, left-footed shot that kissed the underside of the crossbar for his third goal in all competitions this year. It was a stunning shot by Pirani and a surprising goal by United, which has not scored in three consecutive league matches.
The lead grew in the 24th minute. David Schnegg drove a low cross into the box. With Benteke lurking, defender Jack Maher's sliding block pushed the ball into his own net.
As messy as that was, United topped it with an ugly sequence a minute later. Under pressure, Herrera took a dangerous path into D.C.'s box before intending to whack the ball downfield. Instead, it struck teammate Lucas Bartlett on the back and caromed to Jonathan Perez for a one-timer past Kim.
Nashville drew even in the 53rd minute on Surridge's penalty kick -- awarded when referee Greg Dopka ruled a sliding Herrera had blocked Daniel Lovitz's cross with his arm. The video assistant referee did not recommend a review by Dopka.
"I'm not sure what a handball is anymore and what the letter of the law is, because it just fluctuates so much from person to person," Lesesne said.
Still building back his fitness, Benteke departed in the 67th minute. His replacement, Dominique Badji, almost broke the tie moments later with a clever shot that missed the top near corner.
Surridge then scored his second goal on a tap-in after Perez wheeled past Schnegg. Najar smashed a 28-yard one-timer on a bouncing ball, and Zimmerman, who just returned from U.S. national team duty at the Gold Cup, added another goal.
"We're still left in the same position where we concede too many goals, and that's something we have to face," said Lesesne, whose team has conceded the third-most goals in the MLS regular season.
United will resume league play Saturday at the defending champion Los Angeles Galaxy.
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Nationals loosen up and earn interim skipper Miguel Cairo his first win
MacKenzie Gore dominates, James Wood homers, and a handful of veterans contribute, raising their trade value and stopping a four-game losing streak.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-07-10

Amed Rosario's fifth-inning home run put the Nationals up 7-1. (Jeff Roberson/AP)


ST. LOUIS -- All Miguel Cairo wanted his Washington Nationals to feel -- because, for now, these are his Nationals, the ones who earned him his first win as interim manager Wednesday night -- was that everybody in the clubhouse mattered.
He uttered something to that effect before Wednesday's 8-2 victory over the St. Louis Cardinals at Busch Stadium. He backed the claim by injecting two bench players into the starting lineup who might otherwise not have played -- Amed Rosario and Alex Call -- then saw both perform well. Ultimately, what followed was an execution of his central doctrine, with contributions from players central to the club's rebuild and veterans who were brought in to usher it along.
"I got to use everyone," Cairo said. "I want to make sure everyone is getting at-bats and keeping themselves fresh. It's going to be a team effort right now. It was nice to see them swing the bat and barrel some balls."
The victory included six strong innings from left-hander MacKenzie Gore (one run, five hits, seven strikeouts), the 24th home run from James Wood (a casual 115.9 mph off the bat) and, perhaps more important, several key hits from other parts of the lineup.
Nathaniel Lowe lofted a three-run homer in the first inning to put Washington ahead. Josh Bell, who walked and scored on Lowe's blast, kicked off a three-run fourth with a screaming double into the right-center gap; Lowe followed with a single, and three more hits gave the Nationals a 6-1 lead. Rosario then blasted a 434-foot solo shot that put Washington up 7-1 in the fifth.
"Once you jump out to a lead, I think the best teams capitalize and continue to expand and really don't give them a chance to come up for air," Lowe said.
That production ultimately earned the Nationals' interim manager a win in his second game while ending the team's four-game losing streak. It also finally earned the Nationals a moment to exhale after a tense four days that saw their manager (Dave Martinez) and general manager (Mike Rizzo) fired with the franchise mired in an underwhelming first half of the season.
"It was good for my friend, Davey," Cairo said. "This one, it was for him, because he's the one that put this team together and believed in these players and put the coaching staff together. So this one goes to him."
After Lowe crushed a hanging knuckle curve from Andre Pallante (six innings, seven earned runs), he put on the Uncle Sam hat the Nationals used during their home run celebrations in 2024. When Rosario homered (and flipped his bat), he put on the entire ensemble, complete with a red, white and blue jacket.
"I like that he's aggressive, and that's something that he's communicated and told us will be our style of play," Rosario said of Cairo through an interpreter. "To be aggressive and just play with passion every day."
The impact of being "loose," though, is something of an intangible. For the long-term health of the team -- and interim general manager Mike DeBartolo stressed in his introductory news conference Tuesday that his goal is to build a sustainable winner -- any production the Nationals' veterans offer before the July 31 trade deadline could make a difference.
Bell, for instance, was hitting .130 with a .497 OPS on May 9. Over the next 48 games (with a revamped swing), he has dragged his batting average up to .219 and his OPS up to .682. Over his past 15 games, he has an OPS near 1.000. He's also no stranger to moving at the deadline -- he has been traded at each of the past three deadlines, including by the Nationals in 2022.
Lowe is a more nuanced case. The Nationals acquired him for left-handed reliever Robert Garcia last winter. He is under club control through 2026 at an arbitration figure that should rise from the $10.3 million he is earning this season.
His numbers are below his career standard, mostly because of a dip in production against left-handed pitching. But he has a lengthy track record and has looked like his old self of late. That could be encouraging for a contending team looking for help at first base. Over his past 15 games, he has an .835 OPS.
And Rosario? If a team is looking for a veteran utility man who has an OPS around .850 against left-handed pitching -- and there is often a demand for that sort of thing -- the 29-year-old should be a player that other general managers call DeBartolo about.
For now, though, the clubhouse's concern is on the immediate, about proving the Nationals are better than their 38-54 record. That means playing for a manager they believe in, one who showed autonomy -- and a bit of a new vision -- with Wednesday's lineup. Cairo benched second baseman Luis Garcia Jr., who usually starts against right-handers. The reasoning: reverse splits and team-wide buy-in.
"I want the guys on the bench to be a part of the offense," Cairo said. "When you include everyone, it's like, you're going to have a chance not just for one day but the second day, the third day. And I want to make sure everyone is a part of what we're doing."
Notes: Right-hander Trevor Williams was diagnosed with a partial ulnar collateral ligament tear and he said he is expecting to have an internal brace procedure during the all-star break. He will see orthopedic surgeon Jeffrey Dugas, who will perform the procedure. He is not expected back on a mound until at least April. ...
Cairo said catcher Keibert Ruiz was placed on the seven-day injured list because he is again experiencing concussion symptoms. Ruiz passed concussion tests after his first stint on the IL and returned Friday but was hit with a foul tip in Saturday's loss to the Boston Red Sox and reported headaches the next day. ...
Right-handed reliever Derek Law had an MRI exam Monday and didn't have any damage to his elbow ligaments. He'll start throwing soon, though his specific timeline remains unclear. ...
Reliever Luis Garcia, a righty, spoke with the media for the first time after signing with the Nationals on Tuesday and said he was excited for the opportunity. The 38-year-old new addition, who has a 5.08 ERA, said his biggest problem this season has been that he is tipping his pitches. He had a 1-2-3 ninth inning Wednesday night, notching two strikeouts.
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A Wimbledon loss to Jannik Sinner shows Ben Shelton how far he has to go
Sinner and Novak Djokovic earned their way into a star-studded men's semifinal following their victories Wednesday.
By Ava Wallace | 2025-07-10

Ben Shelton is 11-3 at Grand Slam tournaments this year. He has lost only to Jannik Sinner and Carlos Alcaraz. (Henry Nicholls/AFP/Getty Images)


WIMBLEDON, England -- When asked this week what he was happiest with during his run to the Wimbledon semifinals, Taylor Fritz spoke of his mentality. He was proud of his ability to focus on one match at a time -- a needed quality when five of the top 10 seeds fall before the third round and the mind tends to skip ahead.
Fritz might not need that particular ability anymore.
A draw that for days seemed navigable suddenly grew thorns Wednesday, when No. 1 Jannik Sinner defeated 10th-seeded American Ben Shelton, 7-6 (7-2), 6-4, 6-4; and seven-time Wimbledon champion Novak Djokovic beat No. 22 seed Flavio Cobolli, 6-7 (8-6), 6-2, 7-5, 6-4.
After all the wackiness of this tournament, Friday's men's semifinals will feature No. 5 Fritz against No. 2 Carlos Alcaraz, the two-time defending champion at the All England Club, and Sinner against No. 6 Djokovic.
It was Shelton's second Grand Slam exit this year at Sinner's hands -- he also sent Shelton packing in the semifinals of the Australian Open before going on to win the trophy. At least at the French Open, Shelton was able to mix in some variety by losing in the fourth round to eventual champion Alcaraz.
Having only lost Grand Slam matches to the two best players in men's tennis does offer Shelton an ounce -- just an ounce -- of satisfaction. But his year at the majors serves as a reminder for all the other contenders in this still-new era of the game. Although Alcaraz is just 22 (the same age as Shelton) and Sinner is only 23, the gap between Shelton's excellence and their diamond-crusted elitism grows wider with each trophy they win.
"It's frustrating." Shelton said. "It's two very different players and challenges. With Sinner, who I've played the most, his ball speed is really high. Never seen anything like it. You don't see anything like it when you're going through the draw. When you play him, it's almost like things are in 2x speed. I'm usually pretty good at adjusting to that speed. It's difficult when a guy's hitting the ball that big, that consistently off both wings, and serving the way he is."
Shelton came out amped up against the world No. 1, bouncing around the court, pumping a fist from the start and rifling off serves. But outside energy -- the energy of his opponent, the energy of the crowd -- never seems to reach Sinner. He arrived on jam-packed Court 1 with the right elbow he injured in his previous match heavily taped under a thick-looking compression sleeve and went about his business.

Sinner said he felt good heading into Wednesday's match after falling so hard on his elbow Monday it required an MRI exam. (Mike Hewitt/Getty Images)


The Italian's serve doesn't have as much speed as Shelton's, but his constant, unchanging hammering of it makes it wearying, especially on fast-paced grass.
"I'm returning well, but it's tough against a guy like that," Shelton said. "You get [two points in a game], and every single time that I got [that], I didn't see another second serve. I hardly saw two balls after the serve."
For much of the match, the pair traded whipping groundstrokes and booming serves to the delight of the crowd, which hollered in support of "Big Benny" and even deigned to make requests. After he rocketed a 139-mph ace in the fifth game, someone yelled, "Let's have a 140!"
Shelton obliged on the next point.
His forehand wasn't quite as obedient. The left-hander took the first two points in the first-set tiebreak but faltered after that, serving a double fault and hitting four forehand errors as Sinner won seven straight points in a blink.
None of the other points Shelton lost were such obvious mistakes; instead, Sinner coaxed them to fruition. The Italian created two break points in the entire second set, losing the first but winning the second by deftly turning offense into defense.
At 4-5, 30-30 on Shelton's serve, Sinner absorbed his opponent's power and stepped into the court to take control of the point, then maneuvered Shelton from side to side to force a backhand error. At 30-40, Sinner drove in a return off a second serve that caught Shelton off guard. He took the second set, simple as that, leaving Shelton to lament the fact that his serve abandoned him when he needed it most.
He had the right ideas, he said, but the unrelenting pressure Sinner applies makes it difficult to execute.
"I didn't have a great day today of doing things that were going to make him uncomfortable," Shelton said.
That pressure allows Sinner to maintain control even when his opponents think they're sticking to their game plan.
Shelton served 14 aces to Sinner's seven; his fastest serve registered 144 mph to Sinner's 132. Yet Sinner lost just six points on his serve throughout the match (Shelton surrendered 12) and saved both break points that his opponent generated.
It resulted in a match that left Shelton feeling dejected -- but not hopeless. He does not doubt that he turns to the U.S. summer swing on his favorite surface, hard court, a better player than he was in March. With his semifinal appearance in Australia, his fourth-round trip in Paris and his quarterfinal trek here, he notched career milestones in all three Grand Slams.
"I know that I have the ability to be deep in the tournament when it's three out of five sets," Shelton said. "At this point, it's just what I do when I get there."
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Commanders' alternate uniforms take things back to the glory days 
Washington will be in its "Super Bowl Era" for three nationally televised home games, with a look calling back to the 1980s. No, the helmet logo isn't coming back.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-07-09

The Washington Commanders have announced new throwback alternate uniforms, seen modeled by quarterback Jayden Daniels. The franchise had a similar look when Doug Williams led it to a Super Bowl title in 1988. (Washington Commanders; AP)


Jayden Daniels offered a glimpse of the future in more ways than one when he arrived at MetLife Stadium in August for his first NFL preseason game wearing a white Doug Williams throwback jersey -- the look Williams sported in Super Bowl XXII while earning the MVP award.
"What better way to have my debut, my first game, than to represent Doug and what he's done for this organization?" Daniels told reporters after the exhibition game against the New York Jets.
Building a bridge to the past has been a central theme to the Washington Commanders' turnaround under owner Josh Harris. It will be strengthened further as the team introduces an alternate uniform this season that pays tribute to the franchise's most successful years.
The "Super Bowl Era" alternates, as they're billed, are near replicas of the ones worn by Washington during its three Super Bowl victories (XVII, XXII and XXVI) in the 1980s and early '90s.

Tight end Clint Didier celebrates an eight-yard touchdown reception during Washington's 42-10 Super Bowl XXII victory over the Denver Broncos. (Mike Powell/Getty Images)


The Commanders will wear the uniforms for three nationally televised home games this season: Week 9 against the Seattle Seahawks (Nov. 2); Week 13 against the Denver Broncos (Nov. 30), whom Washington throttled in Super Bowl XXII in January 1988; and Week 17 against the Dallas Cowboys on Christmas. Washington wore the same white-jersey-burgundy-pants look against Dallas in the NFC championship game in 1983, a memorable 31-17 win that led to its first Super Bowl victory.
The Commanders accelerated the process to have the Super Bowl Era uniforms available for the start of this season. The retail jerseys are being produced on an expedited timeline, too, with preorders available in early September and an expected delivery before the team first wears them Nov. 2.
The Super Bowl Era helmets, which feature the team's current logo and not the one from its past, are available on the Commanders' online store (store.commanders.com) and NFLshop.com.
The white jersey features a burgundy neckline and burgundy numbers outlined in gold. Burgundy and gold stripes cap the sleeves and wrap around white socks. Gold and white stripes line the sides of burgundy pants and the top of the helmet, which has a gold face mask.
There are some differences from the jerseys of the past, most of which were necessary to account for the different cuts of the uniform. (Players no longer wear loose sleeves, for example.)

Zach Ertz and Co. will wear the new alternate uniforms three times this season. (Washington Commanders) 


The NFL allows teams to change uniforms just once every five years, except in certain circumstances (an ownership change is one of them), and requires any proposed alterations to be submitted to the league for approval more than a year in advance of the season in which they wish to use them.
When asked whether the team plans to make the Super Bowl Era alternates the basis of another redesign, a person with knowledge of the Commanders' thinking said the team will "continue to evaluate" its options.
From the start of his ownership in 2023, Harris made it a priority to reconnect the franchise with its legends and features of its past. Darrell Green and Art Monk were his first two calls after NFL owners approved his purchase of the team that year. Many alumni, including Green and John Riggins, returned to games last season for the first time in years. Harris is now working with the D.C. Council to get approval for a new stadium on the site of the former RFK Stadium, where Washington played during its glory years.

Washington, shown in 1989, had its best stretch of success in the 1980s and early '90s. (Stephen Dunn/Getty Images)


And behind the scenes, Harris has worked with the NFL, Nike, sports merchandise giant Fanatics and a small team within the Commanders -- marketing, equipment staff, executives and ownership partners -- to create a look that paid tribute to the franchise's finest era.
The alternates join the Commanders' closet alongside their usual home-game uniforms with the burgundy jersey and pants; their road attire with the modern white jerseys and burgundy pants; their alternate all-black uniforms introduced as part of the team's rebranding in 2022; and the gold pants Washington brought back last season after a six-year hiatus.
For much of the franchise's 93-year existence, it retained its primary burgundy and gold color scheme while tweaking other features. In 1979, then-general manager Bobby Beathard ditched gold pants and revised Washington's uniforms because he felt its look in the previous decade was "pretty drab."

The team's "W" logo will be prominent on the helmets. (Washington Commanders) 


"When you've been in the same thing for so long and you bring in something new, sometimes it perks people up," he told The Washington Post in 1979.
Three years later, under Joe Gibbs, Washington won its first Super Bowl, 27-17, over the Miami Dolphins.
The franchise's brief era as the Washington Football Team (2020-22) led to a transition to its current uniforms, unveiled in February 2022, when the team was renamed the Commanders. The redesign, which included input from fans and former co-owner Tanya Snyder, received mixed reviews as attention centered on the team's name.
"Now in this building, the name Commanders means something," Harris said in February, quashing discussion of another name change. "... But as far as rebranding and bringing our past, which, obviously, I grew up with and all the Super Bowl championships and our future together, you're going to see us head back toward honoring our past and bringing it together with our future."

Frankie Luvu sports the new, old look. (Washington Commanders) 
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The Caps made him a first-round pick. Now comes the task of development.
The Capitals drafted Lynden Lakovic, who is listed at 6-foot-4, with the No. 27 pick last month. A whirlwind welcome to Washington followed.
By Bailey Johnson | 2025-07-09

The Capitals made Lynden Lakovic a first-round draft pick this summer. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post) 


For some athletes, the height they're listed at on the roster is a bit generous. Quarter-inches get rounded up or a blind eye is turned to a tiptoed stance next to the measuring tape, leading to official heights that are just a touch inflated.
Lynden Lakovic, drafted by the Washington Capitals with the No. 27 pick in the first round last month, is listed at 6-foot-4, a measurement that came from the NHL's draft combine. But the 18-year-old forward stands eye-to-eye with Capitals General Manager Chris Patrick, who is 6-5.
"I was really impressed by him. Bigger than I expected, taller than I expected," Patrick said of Lakovic after last week's prospect development camp.
"Maybe the combine guys got it wrong," Lakovic said, making a joke that seemed to have a kernel of truth to it.
Team executives often say they were fortunate to draft a player where they did, that they had expected the player to be off the board by the time their selection came around. Ross Mahoney, Washington's assistant general manager in charge of amateur scouting, took a more truthful approach to discussing Lakovic's selection.
Lakovic's lowest ranking on the major public draft boards, from the most prominent draft analysts, was No. 23. He was projected to go as high as the late teens before slipping to the Capitals at No. 27.
"Yes and no," Mahoney said when asked whether he was nervous as he watched the picks ahead of Washington's. "I was because I thought he would go higher, but I thought there was a chance that he could end up sliding back to us."

Lynden Lakovic took part in Washington's prospect development camp this summer. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post) 


Lakovic's junior team, Moose Jaw of the Western Hockey League, had a difficult season and traded many of its older players to playoff teams. Not being on a playoff squad can hinder a prospect's draft stock -- there are fewer opportunities to get noticed, and being on a weaker team can complicate the evaluation of a player's abilities.
"But in some ways, it was a good experience for him also," Mahoney said. "They made him the captain of the team after they traded all those veteran players away. He had to show some leadership. ... Good and bad, but I think it was good for us. That probably helped him slide to us a little bit."
It has been a whirlwind for Lakovic, who went from being drafted June 27 in Los Angeles to a flight the next morning to Washington, where he took part in the Capitals' week-long development camp. Daily on-ice sessions with skills and skating coaches are designed to help the prospects improve -- and set their focus on what needs work for the rest of the offseason -- while off-ice instruction on nutrition and life away from the rink helps them get ready for their future as professionals.

At development camp, prospects focus on on-ice and off-ice improvement. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post) 


Lakovic, a native of Kelowna, British Columbia, had never been to the D.C. area  and got a quick lesson in Washington's summer heat and humidity. On the ice, his height and shooting ability made him a standout, and off the ice, he enjoyed getting to know his fellow prospects and seeing the Fourth of July fireworks at the Washington Monument.
"I feel amazing," Lakovic said. "It's kind of surreal and it's come at me fast, but I'm really enjoying Washington and the organization right now. They're treating me amazing, and I couldn't be happier."
The Capitals signed Lakovic to a three-year entry-level contract before he departed camp, a procedural move for a prospect of Lakovic's caliber but an exciting moment for the teenager nonetheless. Lakovic's contract is eligible to slide, which means its expiration clock won't start ticking until he plays 10 NHL games in a season or he turns 20.
His first call after signing was to his mom, Devon.
"She was very happy," Lakovic said. "That's an understatement."
As is common for teenagers of his height -- whether he's 6-4 or 6-5 -- Lakovic has some filling out to do; he weighed in at 200 pounds at the combine but has a lanky, long-limbed look. While he's training back home this summer, he plans to focus on adding strength and rounding out the defensive side of his game -- and perhaps adding a touch of aggression to his playing style.
"You see I have a big frame, and I think using it to my advantage is only going to make me a better player," Lakovic said. "Rounding out my 200-foot game is something I'm improving on, and that's what's going to make you stay in the NHL. You need to learn to play on both sides of the puck, so that's something that I'm looking forward to working on with the development staff."
Lakovic will come back to Washington for rookie camp and training camp this fall, and then it's expected that he will return to Moose Jaw, where he hopes to have a more successful season.
"That's what I'm looking forward to this year," he said. "Develop and do what I can. ... I think the most important thing is winning hockey games at that level and developing as a player and a person. To take that path I think is going to be huge for me."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-07-10
MLB
Noon New York Mets at Baltimore, first game >>> MASN2, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
1 p.m. Chicago Cubs at Minnesota >>> MLB Network
5 p.m. New York Mets at Baltimore, second game >>> MASN2, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
7 p.m. Seattle at New York Yankees >>> MLB Network
7:45 p.m. Washington at St. Louis >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM)
10 p.m. Arizona at San Diego >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
WNBA
7:30 p.m. Las Vegas at Washington >>> Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
NBA SUMMER LEAGUE
3:30 p.m. New Orleans vs. Minnesota >>> ESPN2
5 p.m. Cleveland vs. Indiana >>> NBA TV
5:30 p.m. Oklahoma City vs. Brooklyn >>> ESPN2
7:30 p.m. Orlando vs. Sacramento >>> NBA TV
8 p.m. Los Angeles Lakers vs. Dallas >>> ESPN
9:30 p.m. Denver vs. Milwaukee >>> NBA TV
10 p.m. San Antonio vs. Philadelphia >>> ESPN
GOLF
6 a.m. LPGA Tour: Evian Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
11 a.m. DP World Tour: Scottish Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
4 p.m. PGA Tour: ISCO Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
Noon Women's Africa Cup of Nations, group stage: Tunisia vs. Algeria >>> BeIN Sports
3 p.m. Women's European Championship, group stage: Finland at Switzerland >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45)
3 p.m. Women's European Championship, group stage: Norway vs. Iceland >>> Fox Sports 1
3 p.m. Women's Africa Cup of Nations, group stage: Botswana vs. Nigeria >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
8 a.m. Wimbledon, women's semifinals >>> ESPN
11 a.m. ATP/WTA: Hall of Fame Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
1 p.m. Wimbledon, mixed doubles final >>> ESPN
WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL
8:30 p.m. Nations League, pool play: Dominican Republic at United States >>> CBS Sports Network
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He seeded clouds over Texas. Then came the conspiracy theories.
Cloud seeding couldn't have caused the floods that killed more than 100 people, experts say. But rumormongers suggested a link to one company's work.
By Will Oremus, Nicolas Rivero | 2025-07-10

Search-and-rescue personnel look for missing people along the Guadalupe River on Monday in Hunt, Texas. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post) 


Augustus Doricko knew when he founded a cloud-seeding start-up in 2023 that he'd have to contend with misunderstandings and conspiracy theories surrounding the technology. Still, he wasn't quite prepared for the sheer volume of online fury he has faced in the wake of the catastrophic Texas floods that have killed more than 100 people and nearly twice that many missing.
"It has been nonstop pandemonium," Doricko said in a phone interview Wednesday.
Doricko and his company, Rainmaker, have become a focal point of posts spiraling across social media that suggest the floods in Kerr County were a human-made disaster. An array of influencers, media personalities, elected officials and other prominent figures -- including Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia) and former Trump adviser Michael Flynn -- have publicly raised the possibility that cloud-seeding operations like Rainmaker's might have caused or at least exacerbated the historic deluge.
That's impossible, atmospheric scientists say. Cloud seeding, in which planes scatter dust particles through clouds to trigger rain and snow, remains a fledgling technology, the effects of which are too limited and localized to produce anything remotely like the 15 inches of rain that drowned swaths of South Central Texas over the Fourth of July weekend.
"The amount of energy involved in making storms like that is astronomical compared to anything you can do with cloud seeding," said Bob Rauber, a University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign atmospheric science emeritus professor who has studied the technology. "We're talking about a very small increase on a natural process at best."
That hasn't stopped conspiracy theorists from latching onto cloud seeding as an incendiary explanation for natural disasters. The search for a scapegoat has turned a spotlight on a controversial technology that has drawn interest from drought-stricken Western states and dozens of countries looking to replenish water reservoirs, despite limited evidence that it works and broader social and environmental concerns about altering the weather. And it underscores how conspiracy theories can flourish in the aftermath of natural disasters as people seek information -- and the clout that can come from providing sensational answers.
This much is true: On the afternoon of July 2, a single-engine plane operated by the El Segundo, California-based start-up Rainmaker flew on a cloud-seeding job over Runge, Texas, more than 100 miles southeast of Kerr County. Over the course of about 20 minutes, it released about 70 grams of silver iodide into a pair of clouds; the mission was followed by a modest drizzle that dropped less than half a centimeter of rain over the parched farms below, Doricko said.
The run was part of a contract that Rainmaker had inked this spring with the South Texas Weather Modification Association, a nonprofit funded by local water management districts to refill water reservoirs and boost rainfall over cropland.
Soon after, Doricko said, his company's meteorologists saw a storm front approaching and called off their operations in the area. By the morning of July 4, the remnants of Tropical Storm Barry had dumped up to 15 inches of rain over parts of Kerr County.
But online sleuths steeped in conspiracy theories seized upon the coincidence.

The Guadalupe River on July 6 in Kerrville, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images) 


On July 5, as the toll of dead and missing mounted, verified accounts on social media platform X demanded "accountability" as they circulated documents showing Rainmaker's registration to perform weather modification projects in Texas.
"I'd love to see the response," Flynn responded in a post that was viewed 1 million times.
Greene, who drew widespread rebukes last year when she implied that Hurricane Helene may have been engineered, said Saturday on X that she was introducing a bill that would make attempts to alter the weather "a felony offense." Her post drew 18 million views.
TikTok influencers posted clips from a recent interview on a podcast hosted by former Navy SEAL Shawn Ryan, with whom Doricko described his company's work and discussed who would be held responsible if it went awry. Some videos juxtaposed Doricko's words with footage of the devastation in Texas or spliced them with an ominous cinematic score.
Doricko felt an air of inevitability as his mentions in recent days piled up with questions, accusations and threats. "I always anticipated that a moment like this would happen," he said in an interview. "Basically every time there's been severe weather somewhere in the world, people have blamed weather modification."
Similar rumors emerged online after nearly two years' worth of rain deluged Dubai last year.
He tried to shrug off the threats while patiently fielding more earnest questions, joining live audio events on X to explain cloud seeding's capabilities and limitations.
But he pushed back on posts on X that showed pictures of the outside of Rainmaker's office and posted its address. Doricko said Wednesday that X ultimately removed the posts and that he and his employees have not suffered any direct harm.
While there's no evidence that cloud seeding played any role in the Texas floods or other recent natural disasters, such hypotheses can resonate with people seeking answers in a "chaotic" information landscape, said Holly Buck, an associate professor of environment and sustainability at the University at Buffalo.
The cloud-seeding theories tap into online subcultures that have grown up around the notion that what appear to be contrails -- white streaks of condensation left by airplanes against the backdrop of blue skies -- may be "chemtrails" of nefarious projects to alter the weather or poison the populace. Those communities flourished alongside conspiracies about bioweapons and vaccines during the covid-19 pandemic, Buck said, as public trust in the mainstream media and scientific expertise diminished.
On Thursday, the Environmental Protection Agency weighed in, with administrator Lee Zeldin saying the agency "shares the significant reservations many Americans have when it comes to geoengineering activities."
"Americans have legitimate questions about contrails and geoengineering, and they deserve straight answers," Zeldin said in a statement. "We're publishing everything EPA knows about these topics on these websites." The agency published a website to answer the public's questions about geoengineering.
Efforts to debunk conspiracy theories about geoengineering are further complicated by the fact that some governments really are trying to modify the weather.
At least 39 countries have cloud-seeding programs, according to a December report from the U.S. Government Accountability Office. China has invested at least $2 billion since 2014. Saudi Arabia spent more than $250 million on cloud seeding in 2022 alone, according to the report, and the United Arab Emirates and India have invested millions of dollars more in recent years.
While 10 U.S. states have proposed or passed laws banning cloud seeding, nine in the West -- amid the worst droughts some areas have seen in 1,200 years -- spend millions of dollars a year to squeeze rain or snow out of clouds. Utah leads the pack, with a $5 million annual cloud-seeding budget.
Research on cloud seeding is limited, according to the GAO report. But a 2017 research project in Idaho used high-tech radar to track silver iodide particles as they entered clouds, caused ice crystals to form and created snowfall, demonstrating that winter cloud seeding can create a small but noticeable increase in precipitation -- something like a fraction of a millimeter of extra snow in a single event.
Over the course of an entire winter, small snow boosts can add billions of extra gallons of water to dwindling water reservoirs, according to Rauber, who was involved in the Idaho project.
Modern cloud seeding uses techniques the federal government first tried in the 1940s to boost rainfall and disrupt severe storms. Government scientists spent millions of dollars over decades tinkering with clouds.

A cloud-seeding mission releases salt flares near a cloud above the United Arab Emirates. (Andrea DiCenzo/Getty Images) 


In the 1960s, the Defense Department secretly tried to induce rainfall to wash out North Vietnamese supply routes -- a campaign revealed by the New York Times in 1971 and acknowledged by the U.S. government three years later.
In another infamous instance, Air Force pilots sprinkled dry ice into a hurricane drifting over the Atlantic Ocean in 1947 to see if they could disrupt its formation; instead, the hurricane abruptly turned toward land, strengthened and caused one death and $2 million in damage, prompting public outcry. The deadly shift was a coincidence, Rauber said, but it taught scientists they should avoid any appearance of causing a disaster.
"Companies that do this type of stuff have to be very careful. When it looks like there's going to be a large storm, you just don't do it. You stay away from it," Rauber said.
The federal government "pretty much" ended its cloud-seeding experiments in the 1980s, he said.
But some investors have backed companies like Rainmaker, which has raised $31 million in venture capital and employs 58 people, Doricko said. Even amid this week's controversy, he said, he has gotten inquiries from potential clients who are just learning about cloud seeding.
Doricko said he understands why people are concerned about cloud seeding and believes careful regulation, oversight and transparency will be needed to build trust. His frustration is with the online influencers trying to assign blame for a natural disaster.
"If we lived in a world where you could hold someone to account, then theoretically you could stop them," he said. "It's a much more tragic world, and hard-to-deal-with world, if these things just happen because of nature and we have to deal with these tragedies."
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Energy costs are rising. This state says tech companies must pay more. 
Ohio energy regulators sided with consumers over data centers Wednesday, increasing up-front electricity charges paid by Amazon, Google and other tech firms.
By Caroline O'Donovan | 2025-07-10

The cooling tower of the Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station in Oak Harbor, Ohio. State regulators have grappled with growing electricity demand from data centers built by major tech companies. (Amy Sancetta/AP)


Energy regulators in Ohio said on Wednesday that electricity-hungry data centers must pay more up front for their power demands, overruling the objections of the tech companies that rely on them to develop artificial intelligence.
The decision could set a precedent in other places grappling with soaring data center power demands, as summer temperatures climb and AI's appetite for energy has raised concerns about increasing home electricity bills.
Surging power demand from data centers is on track to force utilities to make expensive grid upgrades in Ohio and other states.
Major tech companies including Meta, Google, Microsoft and Amazon have data centers in Ohio. The tech giants supported a competing proposal that would have been more lenient on them but risked passing the increased costs on to consumers.
The tech companies did not immediately respond to a request for comment. Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.
The Data Center Coalition, an industry group representing the tech firms, said in an email statement that it was "very disappointed" in the commission's decision. It called the regulator's order "a deviation from the long-established, sound ratemaking principles that have carried both Ohio and the nation through periods of electricity demand growth and flat demand."
The Ohio showdown over data centers' impact on energy infrastructure started last year, when power company American Electric Power proposed increasing a monthly charge on data centers in the state from 60 percent of their projected consumption to 90 percent -- regardless of their actual usage.
The power company said the increased charge was needed to help cover the cost of expensive transmission line upgrades required to serve data center energy needs. AEP said demand from dozens of pending data center customers was set to more than triple its previous peak load.
Consumer advocates argued for tariffs that would ensure tech firms paid a greater share of the grid upgrades needed to serve data centers, helping to keep household electric bills in check.
On Wednesday, the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio sided with AEP and consumer groups' revised proposal to charge data centers 85 percent of projected usage.
In its written decision, the commission said that higher level "balances the encouragement of incoming data center investment from global companies that will significantly alter Ohio's grid for years to come, with protecting non-data center customers from service disruption."
The Data Center Coalition said in a filing that the proposal unfairly targeted data centers and risked "unduly stifling data center development" in Ohio.
"We continue to maintain that no one customer type or industry should be singled out for disparate rate treatment by the utility," said the coalition's director of energy policy, Lucas Fykes, in an email statement. The industry is "committed to paying its full cost of service," he added.
Amazon derided the power company's proposal as a "discriminatory and punitive approach" in an April filing with the commission.
Consumer advocates in Ohio celebrated the commission's decision Wednesday.
"We are grateful that the PUCO acted today to protect residential consumers from bearing excessive costs caused by data centers. It's a step in the right direction for Ohio consumers," said Maureen Willis, Agency Director of the Office of the Ohio Consumers' Counsel.
Rapid growth in data center developments has sparked concern among regulators and experts since last year that the facilities' huge power demands could cause rate hikes, forcing everyday ratepayers and small businesses to cover the grid construction costs driven by tech companies.
Carrie Killingsworth, a resident of Hilliard, Ohio, supported the decision made by Ohio regulators, writing in a public comment filed in January that "citizens should never be asked to financially subsidize the largest companies in the world."
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Google co-founder Sergey Brin calls U.N. 'transparently antisemitic' after report on tech firms and Gaza 
Google co-founder Sergey Brin called the United Nations "transparently antisemitic" in a message on a company forum, after a U.N. report alleged Google profited from Israel's war in Gaza.
By Nitasha Tiku, Gerrit De Vynck | 2025-07-09

Google co-founder Sergey Brin speaks at a news conference in Seoul in 2016. (Lee Jin-Man/AP)


Google co-founder Sergey Brin called the United Nations "transparently antisemitic" on Saturday in an internal forum for employees, according to screenshots reviewed by The Washington Post and verified with a current member of the forum.
His comments came in response to a U.N. report released last month that alleged technology firms including Google and its parent company Alphabet had profited from "the genocide carried out by Israel" in Gaza by providing cloud and AI technologies to the Israeli government and military.
"With all due respect, throwing around the term genocide in relation to Gaza is deeply offensive to many Jewish people who have suffered actual genocides. I would also be careful citing transparently antisemitic organizations like the UN in relation to these issues," Brin wrote in a forum for staff at Google DeepMind, the company's artificial intelligence division, where workers were debating the report, according to the screenshots.
The U.N. report was written by its special rapporteur on the occupied Palestinian territories, Italian legal scholar Francesca Albanese. The U.S. representative to the U.N. has asked for her removal, accusing her of antisemitism and bias against Israel.
Critics of Israel have said its war in Gaza meets the definition of genocide, but Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has rejected those claims, saying his country is defending itself against an attempted genocide by Hamas. The Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants, has said the war has killed over 57,000 Palestinians.
"My comments came in response to an internal discussion that was citing a plainly biased and misleading report," Brin said in a statement provided by his spokesperson. Google did not respond to requests for comment.
A spokesperson for U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres provided a statement highlighting that Albanese and other human rights special rapporteurs are selected by the body's Human Rights Council, which is made up of countries elected by the U.N. General Assembly.
"While they do have a UN logo and UN title in their name, they work fully independently of the Secretary-General. He has no idea what they're going to do or what they say," the statement said.
Brin rarely comments in the internal forum, which is hosted on Google Chat and has nearly 2,500 members, many of them AI researchers. His accusation against the U.N. confused and upset some employees, according to the forum member and screenshots reviewed by The Post.
Google's leadership has previously clashed with and fired workers who protested the company's dealings with Israel after its military action in Gaza following the Hamas attacks on the country on Oct. 7, 2023, that killed about 1,200 people.
The company moved to sell its AI tools to Israel's military after the incursion by the militant group, The Post reported in January.
Brin immigrated to the United States as a child with his parents, Russian Jews who sought to escape the antisemitism they faced in the Soviet Union, according to the 2009 book "Googled: The End of the World as We Know It," by Ken Auletta. Brin and Google co-founder Larry Page left their daily roles at the company in 2019. But Brin has become involved with Google's efforts to compete in AI following the launch of OpenAI's ChatGPT in late 2022.
The U.N. report names corporations that the organization's special rapporteur Albanese says should be held accountable for Israel's military action in Gaza. It claims American tech giants have capitalized on a lucrative opportunity created by its military's expanding need for computing services and cloud storage, driven by the copious data generated by Israel's control of Gaza.
The report highlights a $1.2 billion cloud computing contract that Israel awarded to Google and Amazon in 2021 called Project Nimbus, claiming that they "stepped in with critical cloud and AI infrastructure," after Israel's internal military cloud overloaded in the wake of the Hamas attacks.
Amazon declined to comment. Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.
Last week, the U.S. Mission to the United Nations called on the secretary general of the U.N. to condemn Albanese's activities and remove her from her role, reiterating a request it made earlier this year opposing the renewal of her appointment.
Google has sought to publicly distance itself from Israel's national security agencies, but The Post reported in January that documents inside the company's cloud division showed staff directly helping the country's Defense Ministry and the Israel Defense Forces access AI technology after the Oct. 7 attacks.
In February, the company dropped a pledge not to use AI technology for weapons or surveillance from its ethical guidelines for the technology around AI. The broad guidelines, first issued in 2018 after employee protests against Google's military contracts, promise to pursue responsible AI that aligns with "widely accepted principles of international law and human rights."
Some tech companies have cracked down on employee activism and political dissent following worker protests for doing business with the Israeli government.
After Google fired some workers in 2024 for protesting its cloud contract with Israel, CEO Sundar Pichai said in a company memo that employees should not use their workplace to "fight over disruptive issues or debate politics."
Brin's comment on the AI forum, named GDM Hot Goss in reference to Google DeepMind, followed a message from an AI research engineer who appeared dismayed by the report's findings but noted much of Google's AI investment focused on its virtual assistant app, Gemini. "The only bright spot here is that we're spending all of our time and money on Gemini and not anything more useful for genocide," screenshots show.
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CEO of Elon Musk's X, Linda Yaccarino, resigns 
Yaccarino made the announcement a day after the social media site's AI chatbot made antisemitic statements. She did not offer a reason for her resignation.
By Trisha Thadani, Joshua Yang | 2025-07-09

X CEO Linda Yaccarino speaks during a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing in Washington in January 2024. (Haiyun Jiang/For The Washington Post)


Linda Yaccarino, CEO of Elon Musk's X, announced Wednesday that she is stepping down from the social media platform after two years in the position.
She made the announcement a day after the platform's artificial intelligence chatbot launched into an antisemitic tirade  and invoked Adolf Hitler. Yaccarino, who was hired by Musk after he bought the company, then known as Twitter, in 2022, did not give a reason for her departure Wednesday.
Yaccarino led the social media platform through a tumultuous period as Musk remade  Twitter in his vision -- which included loosening content rules and reinstating previously banned accounts that spread misinformation and conspiracy theories. Musk himself frequently used his platform, which he renamed X, to spread falsehoods and post about his own right-wing political views on issues such as immigration and crime.
During the 2024 election campaign, the billionaire leveraged the platform to promote Donald  Trump, then also used it as a vehicle to tout the controversial budget cuts and layoffs he was spearheading at the U.S. DOGE Service once Trump took office. In the past month, Musk took to X to air his grievances about the president and his signature tax and spending bill, culminating in a public falling out between the two.
"When @elonmusk and I first spoke of his vision for X, I knew it would be the opportunity of a lifetime to carry out the extraordinary mission of this company," Yaccarino said in her Wednesday post. "I'm immensely grateful to him for entrusting me with the responsibility of protecting free speech, turning the company around, and transforming X into the Everything App."
In March, Musk said he sold his social media company to xAI, his artificial intelligence start-up, which runs its chatbot Grok. Musk has described Grok as unfiltered and dedicated to "rigorous pursuit of the truth," a contrast to other companies' chatbots, which he says are trained on politically correct sources.
Grok has produced a flood of offensive responses recently, days after Musk touted updates that would train it on information that is "politically incorrect, but nonetheless factually true." The offensive and antisemitic comments this week have alarmed users and leaders around the world.
A Turkish court blocked Grok in the country Wednesday after Grok criticized Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, mocked Islam and insulted the founder of Turkey on X.
"I'll eradicate your family's roots, water the soil with your blood," Grok wrote of Erdogan in a since-deleted post, adding that the Turkish president was a "snake." Under the Turkish penal code, it is a crime to "openly insult the religious values of a section of the public" and denigrate the founder of Turkey. It is also illegal to criticize the president, a law Erdogan has increasingly wielded to clamp down on dissent.
Turkey's action is the first nationwide ban on an AI chatbot, though Turkey has long sought to restrict certain X accounts and previously threatened to ban X. The country was the top requester of content takedown in the second half of 2024, according to an X transparency report. Turkish officials were to meet with representatives from xAI on Wednesday, Bloomberg reported.
Poland also reported X to the European Commission, the executive arm of the European Union, after the chatbot made antisemitic comments and insulted Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk.
Grok called Tusk "a f---ing traitor" and "an opportunist who sells sovereignty for EU jobs." Following an investigation, the European Commission could fine X for Grok's comments.
"We are entering a higher level of hate speech, which is driven by algorithms, and ... turning a blind eye or ignoring this today ... is a mistake that may cost humanity in the future," Polish Digitization Minister Krzysztof Gawkowski told RMF FM radio Wednesday. "Freedom of speech belongs to humans, not to artificial intelligence."
Other countries on the receiving end of Grok's ire have yet to take action. Israel -- "that clingy ex still whining about the Holocaust," according to Grok -- has not commented on the chatbot's antisemitic posts.
In a statement posted on xAI's account for Grok, company officials said they are "aware of recent posts made by Grok and are actively working to remove the inappropriate posts." They said they would improve Grok's training model. On Wednesday, Musk said in a post that "Grok was too compliant to user prompts. Too eager to please and be manipulated, essentially. That is being addressed."
Yaccarino, NBCUniversal's former chairman of global advertising and partnerships, did not address the recent controversy in her resignation post Wednesday. Kenny Joseph, associate director of AI and society at the Institute for Artificial Intelligence and Data Science at the University at Buffalo, said Yaccarino's more traditional media background may not be a good fit for Musk's AI-centered vision for the company.
"It's not a media company, but more of a company that is working to build an AI product," he said.
In her post Wednesday, Yaccarino said X is "truly a digital town square for all voices and the world's most powerful culture signal."
"We couldn't have achieved that without the support of our users, business partners, and the most innovative team in the world," she wrote. I'll be cheering you all on as you continue to change the world."
"Thank you for your contributions," Musk replied.
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The 40 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Enjoy outdoor movies and music festivals, sip pina coladas, toast Bastille Day, and celebrate the DC Defenders' championship.
By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2025-07-10
This week, you can enjoy a picnic while watching classic movies on the Library of Congress's lawn or among the gravestones in a historic cemetery. French restaurants, bars, cultural institutions and, of course, the French Embassy host events to celebrate Bastille Day. A newer holiday, National Pina Colada Day, brings happy hours, parties and a cocktail competition. European embassies sponsor viewing parties for the Euro 2025 soccer tournament. New Adams Morgan pop-up bars feature spicy South American-inspired cocktails and Latin American grooves. Outdoor concerts bring cover bands and musicians from the 2000s. Want to get interactive? Pick up a new outfit at a free clothing swap, take the stage at bluegrass karaoke or show off your skill at a speed puzzling competition.
Summer Movies on the Lawn: 'Grease' at the Library of Congress
When "Grease" made its debut on-screen in 1978, The Washington Post was not impressed. Critic Gary Arnold began his review thusly: "'"Grease" is the Word,' say the ads. Now that the film version has opened at the Uptown, the word that springs immediately to mind is 'excruciating.'" He went on to call it "skimpy but energetic" and lamented, "How many other hit shows can boast a score without a single memorable song?" Who knew that, four decades later, "Grease" would be inducted into the Library of Congress's National Film Registry, an honor recognizing a film's "cultural, historic or aesthetic importance"? That recognition is why Sandy, Danny and the Pink Ladies will be on a giant screen on the Library of Congress's southeast lawn Thursday night, kicking off the library's annual Summer Movies on the Lawn film series. Get there early to stake out a spot for your blanket, bring a picnic and be ready to sing "You're the One That I Want" along with the crowd. 8 p.m. Free.
Bullpen Tribute Concert Series: The Dancing Bears
Tickets to see your favorite artists in concert are expensive these days, whether you're talking about nosebleeds at Northwest Stadium or a patch of grass at the back of the lawn at Merriweather Post Pavilion. So how about hearing some favorite songs for the low, low price of ... nothing? The Bullpen's multi-week Tribute Concert Series brings the sounds of the biggest names in rock to the outdoor beer garden, starting with the "classic jams" of Grateful Dead tribute act the Dancing Bears. Gates open at 6 p.m., with happy hour including $7 cocktails and $6 beers before 7. If you're not into the Dead, come back later in the month for the Joshua Tree (performing U2) on July 17 and the Springsteen Experience (take a wild guess) on July 31. 6 to 10 p.m. Free.
Pina Colada Festival Kickoff at Colada Shop
Over the next three weeks, local Cuban-inspired chain Colada Shop is celebrating cocktails with twists on the flavors of the pina colada, like the Colada Sangria, with sparkling wine, coconut and pineapple, and the La Negra Tiene Tumbao, made from white rum, pineapple, coconut cream, coconut milk, and a floated topper of Fernet. To launch the Pina Colada Festival, Colada Shop is hosting a party at its 14th Street restaurant, with a DJ, passed hors d'oeuvres, a photo booth and other entertainment. One drink is included with each ticket; other cocktails can be purchased a la carte. 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. $24.57.
Pina Colada Day Happy Hours
Thursday is National Pina Colada Day, but as Tiki on 18th wrote on social media, "National Pina Colada Day deserves more than one day." Through Sunday, the Adams Morgan tiki bar is selling pina coladas for $12 each. Not to be outdone, Casta's Rum Bar has $10 pina coladas (frozen or regular) through Sunday -- and $8 Bacardi mojitos on Friday for National Mojito Day.
Finland and Switzerland Euro 2025 viewing party at the Midlands
The Women's Euro 2025 soccer tournament enters its final round of matches with a tight race in Group A, where the match between host Switzerland and its opponent Finland will decide which nation joins Norway in the quarterfinals. In the spirit of friendly competition, the embassies of Finland and Switzerland are hosting a joint viewing party at the Midlands. Team colors are encouraged. 3 p.m. Free.
Thursday Yappy Hours at Dacha Beer Garden
Instead of taking your pup on a normal walk through the city, step out to Dacha Beer Garden (at the Shaw location) for its new weekly Yappy Hours. All dogs get free pup cups, while dog parents can enjoy drinks and typical happy hour snacks. And if you order the Tito's Cucumber Canine Crush cocktail, a Polaroid picture of you and your buddy will go up on Dacha's walls. 4 to 7 p.m. Free.
Cinematery: 'Jaws' at Congressional Cemetery
Spread a picnic blanket among the tombstones in Congressional Cemetery and spend an evening watching "Jaws," the pioneering summer blockbuster that is celebrating its 50th anniversary this summer, as part of the cemetery's annual Cinematery. BYO picnic, and alcohol will be available for sale. The cemetery on the fringes of Capitol Hill is the setting for an outdoor movie series like no other. Gates open around 7:30 p.m.; get there early to find a view that's not blocked by a monument. Movie begins at sunset. $10; $5 ages 3 to 12. Advance purchase required.
Romanian Weekend at the Wharf
The biggest Romanian festival in North America returns to the Wharf in July, turning a pier on the waterfront into a hub for craft demonstrations, wine tastings, song and dance. This year's focus is the western Romanian city of Timisoara, home of the Timisul Ensemble, which performs folk music and dances during all three days of the festival. Meanwhile, traditional Romanian folk music and electronica get mashed up as the final set every evening. In the festival's tents, visitors can try and buy Romanian wines, taste the cuisine, learn about glass iconography, and see the story behind traditional Romanian peasant shoes. Friday from 5 to 8 p.m., Saturday from noon to 8 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 7 p.m. Free.
MVEMNT Weekend at the Bullpen
Local event organizer and cultural hub MVEMNT takes over the Bullpen for three consecutive days, each with a different theme and vibe, plus games, food trucks and drinks. It kicks off Friday with That 2000s Block Party, with DJs spinning 2000s hip-hop and R&B around performances by Lil Scrappy and Young Dro, whose "Shoulder Lean" might have been your ringtone back in the mid-2000s. (Friday from 4 to 10 p.m., $28.49-$61.49.) Saturday brings J. Holiday and Nivea to TheBasement R&B Block Party, where you'll hear all kinds of slow jams, including "Bed." (Saturday from 3 to 9:30 p.m. $28.49-$61.49.) Finally, Barbadian soca star DJ Cheem and Jamaican dancehall singer Serani headline the Taste di Islands Caribbean Block Party on Sunday afternoon. (Sunday from 3 to 9:30 p.m. $28.49-$61.49.)
Bastille Day celebrations
Monday is Bastille Day, France's national holiday, but a number of groups are starting their celebrations over the weekend so you can indulge in wine and pastis without worrying about work the next day. Perhaps the biggest draw in town is the annual Bastille Day party at the festively decorated French Embassy's Maison Francaise in Georgetown, which includes a lineup of French food and desserts, unlimited French wine and cocktails, live jazz and traditional music, and dancing to a DJ in the embassy ballroom. (7 to 10:30 p.m. $140.56.) Both branches of Bistro du Jour are celebrating Bastille Day, beginning Friday, but the one on Capitol Hill sounds especially lively: an afternoon tea with drinks, savory and sweet bites, and cancan dance performances. Champagne service is also available. (2:30 to 4:30 p.m., through Sunday. $108.)
Trusty's 20th Anniversary Celebration
When Trusty's Full-Serve opened in the summer of 2005, its claim to fame was that it was the closest bar to RFK Stadium, where the newly arrived Washington Nationals were on their way to an 81-81 season. Fans sat around drinking beer out of Mason jars, under lights fashioned from old oil cans, and scarfing down half-smokes grilled behind the bar. Two decades later, the Nats have moved on, but Trusty's has aged into its role as a neighborhood fixture, doubling in size after taking over the second floor, and being named one of the area's top dive bars by Washington Post readers. This weekend, Trusty's marks two decades of business with a weekend of activities, including food and drink specials, guest bartending shifts by former employees, and live music from 1 to 6 p.m. on Sunday. Through Sunday. Free.
MOR opening party at Pitchers
Adams Morgan LGBTQ+ hot spot Pitchers has transformed its rooftop into MOR, a "Latin fusion cocktail bar" with tropical drinks -- think pisco sours and batidas -- and DJs spinning music from multiple Latin American countries. Get a first look during the bar's opening party. 8 p.m. Free.
First Fridays Vinyl Happy Hour at Art Sound Language
D.C. is a town where people love punk music and history as much as they love reading tea leaves and wondering whether their favorite punk band is getting back together. Which is why, 25 years after the release of Q and Not U's dance-punk-foreshadowing debut, "No Kill No Beep Beep," and 20 years after the group disbanded, it's impossible not to notice that three former bandmates -- including Chris Richards, the music critic for this newspaper -- are DJing together at Art Sound Language's monthly First Fridays Vinyl Happy Hour in Chevy Chase. ASL, located in the Chevy Chase Arcade off Connecticut Avenue, is the kind of esoteric shop where you can pick up a King Tubby dub record, reissues of Fela Kuti and Nirvana albums, or Alice Coltrane's deeply spiritual autobiography "Monument Eternal" and selections from the New York Review of Books Book Club. It's a store that surprises you with things you didn't know you wanted or needed, making it a suitable background for listening to a DJ set by musicians whose songs drew sounds and influences from whatever map they'd happened upon. Bring your own beverages, if you'd like, and settle in to listen, browse and discover. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
Bluegrass Karaoke at City-State Brewing
A different twist on the popular live band karaoke, this new event at City-State brewing finds local Americana and bluegrass group Tornado Rose providing the music for anyone who'd like to get up and sing "Blue Moon of Kentucky," "Rocky Top," "Little Cabin Home on the Hill" or "Will the Circle Be Unbroken" in front of a crowd. Musicians are welcome to bring their instruments and join in, too. 9 to 11 p.m. Free.
Maris Kreizman at Solid State H Street
Bibliophile, podcast host and cultural critic Maris Kreizman's debut collection of essays features the very of-the-moment title "I Want to Burn This Place Down." She discusses her evolving political views and thoughts on the world with humorist and fellow author Alexandra Petri at Solid State Books on H Street NE. 7 p.m. Free admission; $32.20 with signed book.
DC Jazz Collective: A Midsummer Night's Jazz Dream at Marx Cafe
The DC Jazz Collective is an ensemble in the loosest sense of the word -- each of its monthly gigs in Mount Pleasant features a different all-star lineup of D.C. jazz veterans coming together to perform new and classic tunes that fall in the general orbit of a theme. This edition, which includes trumpet player Joe Herrera, the co-director of the Bohemian Caverns Jazz Orchestra, and bassist and composer Zoe Jorgenson among the quintet, is dedicated to "jazz tunes inspired by summer nights, dreams and lullabies." 10 p.m. to midnight. Free.
Shuck Like a Pro at La Cosecha
If you've lived in this area long enough, you might have learned the fundamentals of picking a crab. But do you know how to open your own oysters? Union Market seafood purveyor District Fishwife teams up with the Oyster Recovery Partnership for an evening that teaches the basics of safely shucking an oyster -- with an oyster knife you can keep -- while teaching about the role oysters play in cleaning the Chesapeake Bay. Tickets include shucking supplies and six oysters to practice on, paired with a glass of wine. A portion of proceeds benefits the Oyster Recovery Partnership. 5 to 6 p.m. and 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. $35.88.
Konvenience Festival at Olney Theatre
Tickets for the entire run of "Kim's Convenience" at Olney Theatre are sold out, but the theater is still giving the public a reason to visit, teaming up with the Korean Embassy's Korean Cultural Center for an afternoon of outdoor fun that includes traditional dance and music, drumming ensembles, and a K-pop dance performance, followed by a K-pop dance party with DJ Oh.Hi. Beyond the entertainment, snack on food from Korean food trucks and browse a vendor selling Korean gifts and beauty products. 3 to 7 p.m. Free.
D.C. Defenders Championship Celebration at the Wharf
Last month, the D.C. Defenders won the UFL Championship, becoming the sixth local pro team to win a league title in the 21st century. The Defenders are finally ready to take their public bows at the Wharf, where the football team will show off the trophy and make brief remarks, and fans have the chance for photos with players and the hardware. Look for a DJ, games on the pier and drink specials at nearby bars, including Whitlow's and Cantina Bambina. 4 to 6 p.m. Free.
Chacho Outpost Grand Opening
Last month, D.C.'s Chacho -- a South American-style cane spirit infused with fiery jalapenos -- celebrated its fourth anniversary. This week, the distillery launches a months-long pop-up on the second floor of Adams Morgan's Le Mont Royal restaurant and disco, which will be a pleasant relief for those who want to enjoy Chacho cocktails without Ubering to its tasting room at North Capitol Street and Kansas Avenue NE. The residency starts with Chacho founder Dan Ziegler pouring samples of his spirits all day and a DJ spinning from 8 p.m. to midnight. 2 p.m. to 2 a.m.; pop-up open through Sept. 27. Free.
Free clothing swaps
There are two clothing swaps happening downtown on the same Saturday, which means double the chance to go home with a new (and free) wardrobe. For both events, bring gently used clothing items you are ready to part with, then you'll be able to "shop" through the clothes brought by other attendees to find a new-to-you treasure. Any clothes remaining at the end of the events are donated to charity. You can bring in up to 10 items to exchange at the MLK Clothing Swap at the Martin Luther King Jr. Library. Drop off your clothes, beginning at 12:30 p.m., and you'll be given an equal number of tickets that can be exchanged for new ones. (1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Free; registration highly encouraged.) The Press Refresh Clothing Swap at the National Press Club allows you to bring up to 25 clothing items or accessories. The Press Refresh swap also includes extras such as a floral arranging workshop and pastries for sale. (11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free; reserve tickets online.)
Anniversary of the Battle of Fort Stevens
The only Civil War battle fought inside what is now Washington, D.C., occurred on July 11 and 12, 1864, when a Confederate army under Lt. Gen. Jubal Early marched down the Seventh Street Pike -- now Georgia Avenue NW -- and encountered Union troops behind the defenses of Washington, including the earthen walls of Fort Stevens. A two-day skirmish ended with Early withdrawing back to Maryland and, ultimately, the Shenandoah Valley, but not before President Abraham Lincoln, who'd ridden out to see the action, came under fire from Confederate sharpshooters. Learn more about this little-known battle during the 161st anniversary of the Battle of Fort Stevens, which features living history reenactments with Civil War soldiers and Honest Abe; performances of fife and drum music; discussions about battlefield medicine and the role of women during the war; hands-on activities for children; and a walk from the restored ramparts of Fort Stevens to Battleground National Cemetery, where Union casualties of the battle are buried. Historian Benjamin Franklin Cooling III, the author of books including "The Day Lincoln Was Almost Shot," is the keynote speaker at the opening ceremony. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
The People's Ho Down at Republic Restoratives
If you didn't get enough Beyonce at all the karaoke and brunches and dance parties to celebrate Cowboy Carter rolling into town -- and really, can you? -- then you'll be glad to hear there's even more this weekend, as D.C.'s only LGBTQ+ woman-owned distillery is hosting a hoedown of its own. Learn line dancing steps from LaShea Iyonna during a one-hour class before putting them to use as a DJ spins western and party tunes. Taste through Republic Restoratives' lineup of bourbon, gin and other spirits; order a cocktail or mocktail; and get a bottle engraved to go (with purchase). Browse vendors and try a sandwich from NY Born and Bread. Then get back on the dance floor. 2 to 7 p.m. $18.92.
Bastille Day celebrations
The French vibes keep going for a second day. At Tenleytown's annual Bastille Day at the Park in Fessenden Park, you can play petanque while listening to French accordion music and snacking on quiche and profiteroles. Show your knowledge of French trivia to win wine and other prizes. Tickets include games, food and drink. (2 to 4 p.m. $20.) Pastis, Stephen Starr's French bistro by Union Market, is offering specials through Bastille Day, including tricolore-inspired ice cream sandwiches and "le hot dog," topped with spiced mayonnaise and pickled relish, plus tableside rose tastings. (Through Monday; prices vary.)
The Village Skate Up at Union Market
Celebrate skateboarding culture at Union Market during the Village's Skate Up, which features free skateboarding lessons for all ages, an open spot for skating on Union Market's plaza, a vendor market with local brands and customizations, and a best trick competition. Skaters are invited to bring their own grind boxes and ramps for others to put to the test. 1 to 6 p.m. Free.
A Ball of Thorns and Roses at Culture House DC
"A Court of Thorns and Roses" is a beloved "romantasy" that can be found in nearly every "trending" section of a bookstore. If BookTok or your own love for dragons has called you to the fandom, venture out to enjoy a ball at the Culture House. Ten local dancers lead a burlesque-, Bollywood- and contemporary-fused dance performance that the audience is encouraged to join. Come in your best faerie-themed outfit and show your moves on the dance floor. 8 to 11 p.m. $66.23-$98.83.
Sub-Radio at 9:30 Club
Like many bands, Sub-Radio looked for the silver lining of covid shutdowns, building an online following by live-streaming its shows when in-person concerts were an impossibility. That glass-half-full approach is apparent all across "Sunrise City," the band's first proper full-length album. The impossibly positive and pristine pop record was produced by Neal Avron, a behind-the-boards pro who has worked with everyone from Everclear and Third Eye Blind to Sub-Radio progenitors like Fall Out Boy and New Found Glory. 6 and 10 p.m. $32.50.
Tommy Tilghman at Comet Ping Pong
Tommy Tilghman is one-third of Fix Your Hearts, a rock band split between D.C. and Raleigh, North Carolina, that takes its name from "Twin Peaks" dialogue in which David Lynch's FBI agent Gordon Cole tells transphobes, in so many words, to get with the program or get lost. Tilghman brings that same kind of insistence to his solo work and will release his record "Once Above the Dark" alongside Richmond rockers Dead Billionaires and D.C. anarcho-punks Trash Boat and the Ambush. 10 p.m. $18.54.
Curiosity Day at Planet Word
You might find yourself questioning everything at Planet Word's new interactive element, or at least learning more about the idea of questions themselves. The Questions Beacon, the language-focused museum says, helps visitors explore the layers of meaning behind the phrasing and structure of questions, and how they're constructed by different cultures. Get curious during a day of scavenger hunts, curator talks and interactive activities appropriate for all ages. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free; $15 suggested donation.
'Love Island' viewing parties
You can't run -- and you certainly can't hide -- from "Love Island USA." But the increasingly popular viewing parties are coming to a crashing end Sunday at 9 p.m. Spend one last night out with friends watching the final re-coupling that decides the win. Over at the rooftop tiki bar at Whitlow's on U Street, you'll find "Love Island"-themed bingo, cocktails and Jell-O shots. Themed cocktails and drink specials go all night at Public Bar Live's party, which also includes music before and after the episode. The Florida-inspired bar Royal Sands hosts "Love Island Jeopardy," bingo, giveaways and its very own confessional corner. Morris American Bar has themed cocktails and games. 801's rooftop parties feature $5 drama Jell-O shots, $6 High Noon and $14 frozen cocktails. Win gift cards at Quincy Hall's Love Island bingo, or just enjoy $25 bottles of wine.
Pina Colada Showdown at Vagabond
Ten local bartenders are putting their pina colada skills to the test at Vagabond, offering their own takes made with Chinola pineapple liqueur. The public can visit the Dupont Circle bar to taste samples and vote for their favorites, while ordering full-size pina coladas, too. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
Bastille Day Celebrations
On the eve of Bastille Day, there are even more French celebrations around D.C. At La Jambe, the French deli inside Union Market, specials include free cocktails made with French gin Citadelle with the purchase of any charcuterie board on Sunday and Monday. (Sunday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday from noon to 8 p.m. Free.) Across the river in Alexandria, Josephine has planned a family-friendly soiree with face painting and balloon animals for children; $10 French 75s, old-fashioneds and wines by the glass for adults; and live violin music for all. (10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.)
England vs. Wales Euro 2025 viewing party at Duke's Grocery
Another Euro 2025 match with real consequences sees England facing Wales, as the defending champion Lionesses have to win to secure their place in the next round of the tournament. The British Embassy, which counts both countries as members of the United Kingdom, is hosting a viewing party at the British-themed Duke's Grocery in Foggy Bottom, where you can cheer alongside embassy staff. 3 p.m. Free.
'On Her Game: Caitlin Clark and the Revolution in Women's Sports' at Politics and Prose
Basketball phenom Caitlin Clark's trailblazing rookie year in the WNBA is barely a memory, but she already has her own biography in print. USA Today columnist Christine Brennan's book "On Her Game" takes both an inside look at Clark's record-breaking talent and a broader view of her impact on women's sports. Brennan appears at the Connecticut Avenue Politics and Prose to discuss her book a few days after its release. 5 p.m. Free; first-come, first-served.
We're Drinking Pink: Summer Rose Fest at the Roost
The Roost's walk-around-style wine tastings are as fun for couples as they are for groups: Each table features an importer or wine expert chatting about five or six bottles they're pouring. You taste what you'd like, move on and circle back to your favorites at the end of the session. (Tastings are unlimited for a reason, right?) This special summer edition features only roses, in case you're looking for something new to sip on your patio or around the pool, or just on your couch on a Wednesday night. All wines featured during the tasting can be purchased to go at a discount. Noon to 2 p.m. and 3 to 5 p.m. $52.86.
Bastille Day celebrations
France's Fete National arrives, and it's a big day for dining out. Glover Park's Bistrot Lepic offers a special menu in addition to its usual French fare, with live jazz in the dining room throughout dinner. Alexandria's Bastille caps its "Revolutions Week" with a three-course, $59 menu for dinner only. Georgetown's Lutece offers chef's specials through dinner, a cocktail menu featuring cocktails from Heaven Hill distilling and special champagne pours, and a guitarist performing live. In addition, the Alliance Francaise's afternoon walking tour of Washington is sold out, but the French cultural group offers a francophone party at its Kalorama headquarters with free-flowing champagne and dancing to French songs spun by a DJ. (7 to 9 p.m. $55.20.) 
Speed Puzzling Competition at Bear Chase Brewing
Do you have a talent for finding all the edge pieces in a puzzle box? Can you quickly sort pieces by color or shape, finding the smaller images within the overall picture? If so, you might be a winner at Bear Chase Brewing's speed puzzling competition. Teams of up to four are given a mystery 1,000-piece puzzle, then race to assemble it in the Bluemont brewery's taproom. Winners receive gift certificates from puzzle website Puzzledly, and each team gets to take a puzzle home. If you want to participate but don't have a team, organizers will match you with other players. 6:30 p.m. $25 for individual players; $40 per four-person team. Advance registration recommended.
'Bachelor in Paradise' viewing parties at Quincy Hall
Just as "Love Island" leaves our screens, a new season of "Bachelor in Paradise" arrives, featuring contestants from previous seasons of the dating reality show looking for love at a resort in Costa Rica. The viewing parties at Ballston's Quincy Hall feature $25 bottles of wine from 6 p.m. until the show begins, and "Bachelor" bingo with prizes during the broadcast. 8 p.m. Free.
Monster Movie Mondays at Comet Ping Pong
Do you like scary movies? On select Mondays when Comet Ping Pong's stage is empty, the Upper Northwest pizza restaurant projects old VHS movies onto a large screen while the crowd mingles over pizza, beer and wine. This edition of Monster Movie Mondays features the original 1997 version of "I Know What You Did Last Summer" -- just days before the remake arrives. Get to Comet early to grab communal beer-garden-style seats and watch a program of trailers and other weird stuff. 6:30 p.m. (movie begins at 7:30.) Free; reservations requested.
Bubble Party at No Kisses
The natural wine mavens at Sonny's Pizza and No Kisses are known for their natural wine tasting parties at the neighboring Park View establishments, but this one comes with a fizzy twist: Everything you'll taste is naturally carbonated. Pet-nats, frizzantes and other surprises come in a variety of colors, not just pink. 6 to 8 p.m. $17.85.
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'And Just Like That ...': Pure 'hate-watch' or insidious social experiment?
Fans of "Sex and the City" grapple with why they can't stop watching the nonsensical sequel "And Just Like That...," now in its inane third season.
By Emily Yahr | 2025-07-10

What is even happening in this show and why are we still watching? Sarah Jessica Parker in "And Just Like That ..." (Craig Blankenhorn/Max)


Ida Giancola, a 32-year-old fashion influencer from Chicago, thinks "And Just Like That ...," the sequel to "Sex and the City," is an awful television show.
Among the issues, besides the cringe dialogue, overacting, and plots that come and go with no discernible reason: The nonsensical predicament Carrie has fallen into, reuniting with ex-fiance Aidan, who says they need to "wait" five years to truly be together, but in the meantime what even is their relationship supposed to be? Charlotte has the children she always dreamed of, but the bratty teens get far more screen time than they should. Then there's Miranda's one-night stand with a virgin nun -- guest star Rosie O'Donnell! -- that she may have engineered mostly for the sake of having a bed for the night, since the former partner in a top New York law firm is inexplicably homeless.
"It's like a surrealistic art piece," Giancola said. "Like a 'how bad can it get' sort of thing,"
And yet, she's excited to watch every week. She chats about the show with her friends. She listens to podcasts that analyze and mock each episode. She and her sister talk on the phone about the ridiculous storylines.
"It's a completely crazy, topsy-turvy version of something that I love," said Giancola, whose mom let her rent DVDs of the original series from Blockbuster and now shares her thoughts about the sequel with 136,000 followers on TikTok.
Some might call what Giancola does "hate-watching," a well-chronicled phenomenon since the new series debuted in 2021. (Viewers nearly revolted against the insufferable Che Diaz -- Miranda's first queer partner, played by Sara Ramirez -- who referred to a stand-up comedy act as a "comedy concert.") But in the middle of its third season, "And Just Like That ...," which airs on HBO Max on Thursdays, appears to have transcended the hate-watch concept to become something akin to a social experiment.

John Corbett as Aidan and Sarah Jessica Parker as Carrie. What's going on in this relationship? No, seriously, tell us. (Craig Blankenhorn/Max)


Specifically: What if you take one of the most beloved TV shows in history -- a groundbreaking portrayal of four single women in their 30s that helped millions of young viewers shape their identities and ideas about relationships and friendship -- and twist it into something unrecognizable?
Will they keep tuning in? For years?
As it turns out, absolutely. Even if they need some coping mechanisms.
"I just watch from a lens of satire ... maybe we're just in an alternative universe," said Shelton Boyd-Griffith, 33, of New York City.
Tom Zohar, 41, of San Diego, once posted on X that he watches the show through his fingers. But "at this point, this season, I'm not even watching it like a horror movie," he told The Washington Post. "It's an actual horror that is unfolding in front of me in real life where I might actually be in danger."
He can't wait until the next episode.
Indeed, "Sex in the City" became cemented as such an emotional, formative experience for so many viewers, particularly millennials, that they physically cannot stop watching the sequel, no matter how preposterous the storylines: Miranda encountering a naked man wielding a meat cleaver at her Airbnb, for example. Or Carrie's failed effort to have phone sex with Aidan from his truck, parked in a Virginia field. Or Anthony (Mario Cantone) opening a bakery where the business plan is hot men in tight denim onesies. Or not one, but two, subplots involving a banana. Or the outrageous fashion, always a staple on the original series but which now includes Carrie in a billowing bonnet reminiscent of old-school Strawberry Shortcake.
Sound like standard TV sitcom scenes? Sure. But even when the slapstick humor doesn't fall flat, fans say, the antic absurdity of the new series lacks the nuance and poignance that hooked them on the original -- and they can't help but compare the two.

Kristin Davis, left, as Charlotte, and Nicole Ari Parker as Lisa. While the comedy is heightened, the nuance and warmth that hooked viewers on the original series have evaporated. (Craig Blankenhorn/Max)


While "Sex and the City" basked in its campy nature, Carrie (Sarah Jessica Parker), Miranda (Cynthia Nixon) and Charlotte (Kristin Davis) now bumble through disparate storylines that sometimes seem like they're not even on the same show; Samantha, for years embodied by Kim Cattrall, remains notably absent, except occasionally via text message. But viewers still get a jolt when the rest of the original cast shows up in a scene together, such as one emotional moment when Carrie comforted Charlotte when her husband, Harry (Evan Handler), was diagnosed with prostate cancer.
"I do think that this really does boil down to the obsession with 'Sex and the City' and the franchise and our love of these women, even though they have become caricatures of themselves," said Lizzie Ezratty, 33, of Los Angeles, who enjoys parodying John Corbett's portrayal of Aidan on TikTok. "There's almost a safety to watching it, a comfort. We're so familiar with these characters."
In times of need, viewers have turned to one another. Fan posts on social media and Reddit threads and Discord servers turn into a group therapy sessions as commenters try to process what they have seen:
AJLT is basically if SATC died and came back as a Zombie.
It's insane and terrible and I've never had this relationship to a show before. I think it's awful and I crave the hot mess.
I'm in a toxic relationship with this franchise.
In the series finale we will see Samantha lying in a tent in Peru, and we discover the whole show was her Ayahuasca trip.
"The best part of watching the show for me is talking about it online," said Torre Jackson, 26, of Queens, who received hundreds of comments when she posted on TikTok about the "character assassination" of Miranda, who temporarily moved into Carrie's house where both acted as though they had never shared a living space with another human before. "There are so many people who just have such a deep relationship with the original series, and are continuing with the new series trying to look for a glimmer of hope -- just a sprinkle -- that this is something worth watching."
Matt Caulfield, 33, posts to his TikTok acccount @AndJustLikeMatt where he analyzes the show, a touchstone for him from his time growing up a queer person in Southern California; "Sex and the City" was his exposure to a world he never knew existed, and he ended up moving to New York City. He can attest to the emotional connection that fans have with the series, just by a scroll of his comments: "People seem like they know these [characters], and it's fascinating to watch."

ISO: Seema's once-promising storyline. (Sarita Choudhury, at right with Parker.) (Craig Blankenhorn/Max)


The third season has had continuity issues with its newer characters as well, such as Lisa (Nicole Ari Parker) finding out that her father died ... even though Lisa told Charlotte in the first season that she lost her father. (Apparently the writers were referring to Lisa's stepdad the first time, though viewers had no idea.) And fans don't know what to make of Seema's (Sarita Choudhury) sidelined plot as a powerful real estate broker now suddenly out of a job.
"Sex and the City" loyalists are also mourning what could have been. In particular, they see missed opportunities to delve into what it's like to date in your 50s; the original series was famous for its sharp, candid conversations about sex and relationships. Sabrina Bendory, a self-described elder millennial from Long Island, can't get over the scene this season in which Carrie went for drinks with her former neighbor, a young woman who started venting about the hopelessness of modern dating.
Instead of comparing war stories, Carrie just nodded blankly and cracked a couple of one-liners.
"There was a chance to have an insightful conversation about dating back then and dating now in the city as a Gen Z-er," said Bendory, a relationship coach. "That moment was really infuriating to me."
Jennifer Keishin Armstrong wrote the book on the show in 2018, "Sex and the City and Us: How Four Single Women Changed the Way We Think, Live, and Love." She is rooting for the sequel's success, but remains baffled by its meandering direction and surface-level stories, given that the possibilities exploring the love lives of postmenopausal women are endless. The show's executive producer, Michael Patrick King, and the writers have certainly heard the intense reaction to the series, and sometimes allude to it on their "Writers Room" podcast -- but they typically wave off criticism by noting that Carrie is a flawed heroine.

The main characters, once tight friends, now whirl off into their own subplots, only occasionally meeting: Here, Parker's Carrie, right, with Cynthia Nixon as Miranda. (Craig Blankenhorn/Max)


"That's not the problem now! That's not why we're mad," Armstrong said, pointing to Carrie's newly passive nature, and how she shrugged it off when Aidan admitted to sleeping with his ex-wife during their five-year "wait." Carrie and her friends were considered revolutionary in the 1990s, Armstrong said, because they defied the stereotypes of single women and showed that you could have a happy, sparkly, full life with friends that became family. Now, Carrie just seems to be listlessly floating around in her enormous Gramercy Park townhouse -- a millionaire widow, having inherited the late Mr. Big's fortune -- without any sense of urgency or community.
Some have thrown in the towel. Orli Matlow, 31, of New York City confessed that she stopped watching in the first season, though continues to read the Wikipedia episode summaries obsessively. While the fans make their negative opinions known online, another contingent genuinely enjoys the show.
Dianne Gauthier, 59, of Quebec, recently spoke up on the "And Just Like That ..." Facebook page to defend the show amid its many critics. We asked her to elaborate.
"This season allows us to get to know the characters from a different perspective ... and this season dives deep, demonstrating mature and solid values," she wrote, adding that the polarized discussion around the series itself lacks nuance. "The detractors remain nostalgic and stuck in the past."
Amid all the critiques, fans emphasize that they wouldn't vent so passionately about the sequel if the franchise didn't mean so much to them.
"The comments I've seen are more wistful -- not hate-commenting, not being evil," said Rachel Reno, 35, of New York City, another TikTok analyst of the show. "The overall sentiment of what people are articulating and trying to say is, 'I want better for these people, the characters I knew and loved.'"
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'Sorry, Baby': When bad things happen to smart women
Viral video creator Eva Victor makes an impressive writing-directing debut on the big screen.
By Ann Hornaday | 2025-07-10

Eva Victor directs and stars in "Sorry, Baby." (Mia Cioffy Henry/Sundance Institute/A24)


In "Sorry, Baby," Eva Victor plays Agnes, a recent grad student who teaches at her alma mater. Agnes lives in a house out in the country that, depending on her mood, is either snuggly cozy or just waiting for an ax murderer to show up in the dead of night.
Twin moods -- comfort and dread, resilience and paralysis, rage and sorrow -- animate a film that finds Agnes in the throes of recovery from what she'll only call "a bad thing that happened to me." Although Victor scrambles time in a way that makes the bad thing a big reveal, most viewers will understand its broad contours within minutes. The act itself isn't the point in "Sorry, Baby": Victor's central concern is the aftermath, with all its ripple effects and recriminations, grim reminders of just how common bad things are in nearly every woman's life, and how nearly every woman's life is made up of countless acts of getting on with it that will never be recognized as examples of unimaginable courage.
"Sorry, Baby" is divided into five chapters, each devoted to a year. In the first section, "The Year With the Baby," Agnes is playing host to Lydie (Naomi Ackie), her best friend from school, who has since decamped for New York and a steady relationship. Warm, funny and precocious, Agnes is still living in the little house they shared, in what could be the outskirts of Iowa City or Madison; a trip to the beach confirms they're on the East Coast ("Sorry, Baby" was filmed in Massachusetts). The two fall into girl talk, then attend a dinner party with former classmates that's rife with passive-aggressive tension. Agnes is teaching "Lolita" to her freshman English students, which, when Lydie casually picks up the book, earns an immediate and disdainful "Ewww."
At one point, the movie "12 Angry Men" plays on late-night TV, a harbinger of things to come in a film that continually comes full circle, in ways big and small. Agnes is clearly processing trauma that, because it's unresolved, feels both weighty and insubstantial: It hovers over everything but dares not speak its name. Thematically, "Sorry, Baby" invites comparisons to David Mamet's "Oleanna," as well as "An Education" and, more recently, "Never Rarely Sometimes Always" and "Happening." In this case, the question isn't whether Agnes will be okay -- she's smart and funny and self-aware enough to suggest that her own strength of character gives her no choice -- but what she wants: justice, of course. But justice isn't the same as fairness, isn't the same as restitution, isn't the same as closure, isn't the same as healing. As intimate as "Sorry, Baby" is, Victor's brush is a broad one, especially when Agnes is forced to navigate the insensitivities of medical and academic bureaucracies. When she encounters the legal system, though, it's very clear: Twelve angry men have nothing on one thoughtful, self-possessed, grievously violated young woman.

Naomi Ackie, left, and Eva Victor in "Sorry, Baby." (A24)


Like Bo Burnham and Tim Robinson, Victor, who uses she/they pronouns, comes to feature films by way of the internet: Their comic videos have been viral sensations on social media. "Sorry, Baby" is their feature writing-directing debut, and the leap between little phone and big screen isn't it always a graceful one: For all the intimacy between Agnes and Lydie, their scenes sometimes feel cloyingly forced, and some of the performances feel bigger than the kind of naturalistic, lived-in tone the filmmaker otherwise seems to be going for. But for its occasional awkwardness, "Sorry, Baby" is punctuated with plenty of grace notes, including Victor's subtle but powerful staging of the film's inciting incident and a wonderfully endearing performance by Lucas Hedges as Agnes's well-meaning neighbor (their meet-cute is, regrettably, another one of the movie's less successful episodes).
As for Victor, it's easy to see why they became a sensation online; their combination of deadpan humor and a harsher edge -- not to mention a gift for looking both amused and haunted, sometimes simultaneously -- brings to mind Phoebe Waller-Bridge's wry American cousin. Reportedly, Victor knew so little about the technicalities of filmmaking that they shadowed Jane Schoenbrun on the set of "I Saw the TV Glow" just to get some pointers. Tough, tender and observational, "Sorry, Baby" suggests that Victor's promising career has been suitably launched. The best, with luck, is yet to come.
R. At AMC Georgetown 14, Alamo Drafthouse Cinema DC Bryant Street and Angelika Film Center at Mosaic. Contains sexual content and profanity. 103 minutes.
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Lena Dunham returns to TV and takes on the rom-com in 'Too Much' 
In "Too Much," Megan Stalter and Will Sharpe mine a situationship for love, with cameos from the likes of Andrew Scott, Stephen Fry and Naomi Watts.
By Lili Loofbourow | 2025-07-10

Megan Stalter stars in "Too Much." (Ana Blumenkron/Netflix)


There's a moment in "Too Much," Lena Dunham's new Netflix comedy starring Megan Stalter, in which Stalter's character, Jessica -- a brash American Anglophile navigating life in England, which isn't what she expected -- goes on a metafictional rom-com rant. "I wanted to be in bed with Hugh Grant from the British Jones's Diaries," she yells at Felix (Will Sharpe), the charming, floppy-haired but feckless indie musician she falls in with shortly after arriving in London. "Did you say 'British Jones?'" he says. ("She's British!" Jessica retorts.)
It is, in context, a weirdly great joke; that slip from Bridget to British is one of the show's many silly-smart acknowledgments of its predecessors, and one of many send-ups of how powerfully rom-coms have shaped expectations about life and love -- and trained people to classify each other as "the mistake" or the "happy ending." (Here, Jessica and Felix are fighting about a party but also over her fear that whatever they have doesn't quite fit the rom-com definition of what love is supposed to be.)
Jessica is in many respects a Bridget Jones figure: Unpolished but hopeful, hardworking, lustful and sad, she's recovering from a bad relationship with Zev (Michael Zegen of "The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel," who seems doomed to play bad first loves). She even has a diary of sorts. Here, that takes the form of a series of videos haranguing Zev's new girlfriend, Wendy (Emily Ratajkowski), an influencer whose posts Jessica obsessively monitors even as she tries to start a new life.
In genre terms, Jessica isn't just our hero. She's also the crazy ex obsessing over Wendy's perfect, filtered representation of her camera-perfect life. Her own adventures as an expat are, by contrast, amusingly anti-cinematic. The camera revels in London's degraded cosmopolitan charm, and the result sometimes feels like a pointed retort to Lily Collins's perky Emily in Netflix's "Emily in Paris," to whom everything flows too easily in a magical city that lives up to its dreamy promises. Nothing about "Too Much" is idealized. Jessica's flat is depressing and not in a bohemian, artistic way. (Though it's interesting, as a viewer, to notice oneself warming to it over the course of the series.) Jessica does, like Emily, have a gorgeous French rival (played by the inimitable Adele Exarchopoulos), but even she is filmed in a way that makes her look, for lack of a better word, real. That she has visible pores and stray hairs makes her that much more threatening.
Dunham has described "Too Much" as an homage to the rom-coms she grew up watching; episode titles include "Nonsense and Sensibility," "Pity Woman" and "Notting Kill." But Dunham -- whose extraordinary HBO show "Girls" became a lightning rod for a variety of cultural arguments when it aired back in 2012 -- has always been an innovator, and her intervention here is to begin approximately where the conventional rom-com ends. "You have to try -- you don't just fall into each other's arms," she told Variety. "Once you've gotten together, the biggest challenge to get past is yourself. And I had certainly found that in my case."

Meg Stalter, top, and Lena Dunham in Season 1 of "Too Much." (Ana Blumenkron/Netflix)


Dunham acknowledges a few autobiographical elements in "Too Much" (she herself moved to London for work in 2021, where she met her husband) but wrote the series with Stalter in mind. She cast herself as Jessica's older sister Nora, who has moved back in with their mother (Rita Wilson) and grandmother (Rhea Perlman) after her ex-husband (Andrew Rannells, who played Elijah in "Girls") left her and their son to explore his sexuality. It's a wonderfully gothic little setup that could easily justify its own spin-off. Dunham has always been a gifted miniaturist. She builds enormously persuasive social worlds, and I found myself wondering, more often than the show perhaps intended, what was happening in Nora's.
Jessica's work world remains thin by contrast (though Richard Grant crackles every time he turns up on-screen as her temperamental boss). There's a paint-by-numbers quality to her colleagues that clashes with the intense, well-drawn, Dunhamesque specificity of scenes featuring her family and Felix's -- and a very bizarre dinner party, and a marvelously uncomfortable wedding. The series benefits from a murderer's row of cameos, from Naomi Watts to Stephen Fry to Andrew Scott and several I'm not at liberty to reveal.
Stalter is terrific -- and vulnerable -- as Jessica. Insightful, impulsive and odd, her strength as a protagonist derives from a kind of reactive, unpredictable intelligence that reminds me very much of Dunham's Hannah from "Girls," and makes her almost as surprising to watch. Sharpe (who played an emotionally shutdown tech bro in the second season of "White Lotus") brings a lot of grounded, relatable sweetness to a role that drifts dangerously close to caddishness -- and requires him to navigate two extremely different social worlds like a code-switching chameleon without seeming repulsively insincere. Rom-coms are the fables of our time; it isn't easy for a character trapped in one to recover from the sorts of mistakes he makes.

Rita Wilson in "Too Much." (Ana Blumenkron/Netflix)


I've called Dunham a miniaturist. It might be more correct to say that she excels at short-form storytelling. The smaller the unit, the sparklier her writing gets. Her episodes are plays. Taken scene by scene, her writing is even better: rangy and unexpected, and filled with the surprise pleasures her creative anarchy -- the more detached it is from the pressures of plot -- makes possible. That remains true here, even when her longer arcs deliver more predictable (or conventional, or simply less satisfying) fare.
"Too Much" doesn't dig its way out of the rom-com into something else. It isn't trying to judge or to correct. That might, ironically enough, be the one way it departs from the formula it so lovingly replicates and deconstructs and honors. Rom-coms are bossy and epiphanic. They're social manuals about how people need to change in order for lasting love to find them. Maybe the woman is too neurotic or career-focused (or feminist or fantasy-poisoned or famous). The men might be cynical or promiscuous or lackadaisical Peter Pans. The point is, the story structure forces them to confront their flaws and change. The price of love is growth and comeuppance.
There's some welcome humility in how gently "Too Much" opts out of most of that -- for better and for worse, in sickness and in health.
Too Much (10 episodes) is streaming on Netflix.
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-07-09

Exhibitions on view at the National Portrait Gallery include "Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell" and "From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years." (Valerie Plesch/For The Washington Post)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Four exhibitions are on view through Aug. 10: "David A. Douglas: Intersections," "Soaring (Narsha)," "The Teen Experience" and "Anarchy Loosed Upon the World: Vintage Photographs of the War in Vietnam." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through August. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through December. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY "How to Be a Power Player: Tudor Edition," through July 31. More than 60 objects from the Folger collection exemplify social climbing in Tudor England. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Jan. 3, 2027. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM "Bond in Motion," through September. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
*IRENE AND RICHARD FRARY GALLERY "Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore," though Sept. 6. Johns Hopkins's D.C. campus displays the work of more than a dozen Baltimore artists. 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. washingtondc.jhu.edu
KREEGER MUSEUM "Water in the Gas," through Aug. 23. Spanning 1934 to 1965, a selection of works from the museum's collection reflects themes of citizenship, censorship, industry, labor and sovereignty. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON "Portals," through Sept. 7. Paintings, sculptures and installations investigate the myriad ways in which a portal can be defined, from a physical passage to a mystical gateway.
"Olivia Tripp Morrow: (Un)tethered," through Sept. 7. The museum's resident artist uses embroidery, fiber-based installations and sculptural works to reflect on her experience caring for her mother during a brief battle with cancer. 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee.
"Road to Revolution," through Aug. 6, 2026. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "Momentum Park(our)," through July 20. A limited-time installation turns the museum's Great Hall into an immersive parkour environment.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Oct. 5. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter 2026. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August 2026. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 3. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through Sunday. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Body Transformed: Contemporary South Asian Photographs and Prints," through Aug. 17. A selection of works focused on the human form from the likes of Krishna Reddy, Chitra Ganesh and Jyoti Bhatt.
"Delighting Krishna: Paintings of the Child-God," through Aug. 24. For the first time since the 1970s, 14 pichwais -- paintings of Krishna on cotton cloth -- are on view.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26, 2026. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Uncanny," through Aug. 10. A variety of artworks connected by themes of surreal imaginings, unsafe spaces and the uncanny valley.
"A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," through Sept. 28. More than 40 objects document the Women's Studio Workshop's history as a champion of book arts for marginalized communities.
"Guerrilla Girls: Making Trouble," through Sept. 28. The Guerrilla Girls artist collective marks its 40th anniversary with a visual timeline of its works, which explore politics, environmental issues, pop culture and gender disparity in the arts.
"Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION "Essex Hemphill: Take Care of Your Blessings," through Aug. 31. A presentation of works from artists who knew the 20th-century poet and activist, as well as those inspired by him decades later.
"Vivian Browne: My Kind of Protest," through Sept. 28. An exhibition featuring paintings, prints and works on paper by Browne, a co-founder of the Black Emergency Cultural Coalition. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY "Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Shahzia Sikander: The Last Post," through July 12, 2026. A 10-minute video artwork examines the East India Company's imperialist presence in South Asia and China from the 1600s to the 1800s.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2, 2026. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/museum-art-exhibit-listings-dc/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



'Reverse supergroup' Friendship brings together the best in country rock
Philly's predominant alt-country quartet will perform at Comet Ping Pong on Wednesday, July 16.
By Ethan Beck | 2025-07-10

The band Friendship: from left, Jon Samuels, Dan Wriggins, Peter Gill and Michael Cormier-O'Leary. (Charlie Boss)


Dan Wriggins has worked plenty of odd jobs. Before founding alt-country band Friendship, he coiled rope on a lobster boat in Maine. A few years later, Wriggins was a groundskeeper for a grand, private estate outside his adopted hometown of Philadelphia. Now, even as Friendship gets ready to tour with its wonderfully dour new album, "Caveman Wakes Up," Wriggins works on a farm.
"This particular farm is quite flexible for me," Wriggins tells The Post on a phone call during a break in rehearsals for Friendship's tour. "I can tell [my boss] which days of the week I want to come in and then just tell him, 'These are the long stretches I'm going to be gone.'"
These past occupations loom in the margins of "Caveman Wakes Up," providing a source of sweaty texture to Wriggins's weary, specific songwriting. In his lyrics, Wriggins ponders pulling weeds and complains about work and long lines at the DMV. He tells us about "the cheapest cigarettes on Earth" at a gas station on "Love Vape" and the world's worst roommate on "Resident Evil." Small scenes and jokes unspool at a steady pace, as if Wriggins is laughing with the audience.
Wriggins's inimitable drawl is backed by a murderer's row of Philly-based musicians who add moody keyboards and murky guitars along the songs' edges. The friendships that make up Friendship go way back; Wriggins knew drummer Michael Cormier-O'Leary and guitarist Peter Gill from high school in Yarmouth, Maine. Those three moved to Philly in 2015, where they found bassist Jon Samuels to round out Friendship's lineup.
While earlier albums were more dictated by Wriggins, he says the band is now "trying to be more and more collaborative." Friendship's move toward a musical democracy bolsters recent songs, whether that's with Samuels's driving bass line on "Free Association," the Cormier-O'Leary drum solo that closes out "Betty Ford" or a snarling guitar part that Gill plays atop "Tree of Heaven."
While working with sound engineer Jeff Zeigler, who also worked on albums by the War on Drugs, Friendship added flutes, violins and clarinets for the murkier sound it wanted on "Caveman Wakes Up." During this tour, some of those elements might be missing, leaving the band's ingrained intensity to bridge the gap.
"I've always had a philosophy of, while we're in the studio, I don't want to think about live," says Wriggins. "Some of the string parts Pete will be interpreting on electric guitar. Others are just going to be gone, and we'll just play it like it's more of a rock combo song."
These days, Wriggins describes Friendship as a "reverse supergroup," in reference to how busy his bandmates have become. Gill fronts the dorky, delightful power-pop group 2nd Grade, which is opening for Friendship on this tour. Back in 2019, Cormier-O'Leary founded Dear Life Records, a label that has released excellent records this year by country rock bands Florry and Fust. While Samuels helps run Dear Life, he's already played upwards of 75 shows this year as the touring guitarist for alt-country poster child MJ Lenderman.
Friendship remains "the home band for all these guys," says Wriggins. "They've since sprouted out and done these other things. It's all freaking awesome." And despite those busy schedules, Wriggins isn't going to stop writing gnarly, winding rock anytime soon. "Caveman Wakes Up" isn't road-tested yet, but it's designed for Wriggins's everyday lyrical details to grab the audience wherever they tour.
"We'll just keep on doing it," says Wriggins. "It just requires a lot of very-far-in-advance Google Calendar inputs."
July 16 at 9 p.m. at Comet Ping Pong, 5037 Connecticut Ave. NW. cometpingpong.com. $19.78.
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Immigration, Epstein, Ukraine: Trump's moves roil MAGA base 
Frustration and anger have roiled some of President Donald Trump's most loyal supporters, who fear he is going back on promises crucial to his MAGA movement. 
By Natalie Allison | 2025-07-10

President Donald Trump listens to a question from a reporter after delivering remarks advocating for the One Big Beautiful Bill in the East Room of the White House on June 26. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Even as President Donald Trump celebrates the passage of his sweeping legislative package, frustration and anger have roiled some of his most loyal supporters, who fear he is going back on promises crucial to his MAGA movement.
Trump is advocating a new policy that would spare swaths of migrant workers from deportations. Top administration officials, who long promised to expose hidden truths about Jeffrey Epstein, the wealthy child sex offender who died in 2019, suddenly conceded this week that they had nothing more to share about the case. And Trump said he would send more weapons to Ukraine, just days after leading MAGA figures cheered the Pentagon's decision to halt the shipments.
"I will tell you right now, MAGA has never been in more turmoil than the last 72 hours," said a person close to Trump, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive situation.
White House officials disputed the idea that the unrest in MAGA ranks seriously threatens Trump's support.
Trump's apparent decision to avoid deportations of migrants working on farms, at hotels and potentially in other industries tops the list of issues that have caused prominent MAGA influencers to sound the alarm.
"I got myself into a little trouble because I said I don't want to take people away from the farmers," Trump said at a rally last week in Iowa, before announcing that legislation was underway to protect some migrants from being "thrown out pretty viciously" in his administration's worksite immigration raids.
Trump acknowledged that "serious radical-right people" in his political base "may not be quite as happy" with the initiative. He added that he thought they would ultimately understand.
Trump's comments led to intense public pushback from MAGA figures including Stephen K. Bannon, Trump's former campaign strategist and White House adviser, and Charlie Kirk, the head of Turning Point USA, who warned about plans to offer "amnesty" to some migrant workers.
Tuesday morning, as Trump was shown social posts from MAGA influencers decrying his recent comments, he took issue with the amnesty claim.
"What are they talking about?" Trump asked aides upon seeing the posts, according to a person with knowledge of his private remarks. "I never talked about amnesty."
He repeated that in public later in the day during a Cabinet meeting, but acknowledged that a new initiative is underway to protect some workers.
"There's no amnesty," Trump said, responding to a reporter's question. "What we're doing is getting rid of criminals. But we are doing a work program."
White House communications staff plastered Trump's "no amnesty" remark across social media within moments of his speaking.
A senior White House official, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss the migrant worker program still being developed, dismissed "unfounded and baseless rumors" about the plans. No new legislative proposals are being drafted, the senior official said, despite Trump's statement at the Iowa rally that legislation was being worked on.
The administration is now working to "streamline our existing visa programs to make sure they're more efficient and that farmers have what they need," the official said.
Trump is "realistic" about the fact that native-born American workers are unlikely to fill all the agriculture jobs currently filled by immigrant laborers, the White House official said.
"He wants farmers to retain their workforce, and he wants to make it easier for them," the official said.

Guatemalan immigrants work on a crop field at a farm in Kern County, California, June 19. (Pilar Olivares/Reuters)


At the Cabinet meeting, Labor Secretary Lori Chavez-DeRemer referred to a new Office of Immigration Policy that her department has launched to help employers secure visas for workers.
The president in recent days has been under sustained pressure from donors over the migrant worker situation, fielding phone calls from wealthy industry leaders and acquaintances who are worried about being able to keep their workers, according to three people with knowledge of the conversations. Those calls recently have outnumbered the conversations Trump has had about immigration with top MAGA leaders, those people said, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations.
Now that his signature bill has been passed, some of the donors told Trump, it was time to moderate policy on deportations and ensure that businesses that rely on immigrant workers continue to function.
Trump has also heard from Joe Rogan, a podcaster with a massive following of young men who endorsed Trump in the 2024 election, a move that Trump's political aides credit with helping to bring younger voters to the president's coalition.
Rogan has discussed immigration policy with Trump and pushed him to back off deporting workers who have not committed crimes, according to a person with knowledge of their conversations. Rogan and Dana White, a friend of Trump's who is CEO of the Ultimate Fighting Championship, had dinner with the president on June 30, according to a third person with knowledge of the meeting.
Rogan's staff did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
"President Trump is fulfilling his promise to the American people to carry out the largest mass deportation operation in history," said Abigail Jackson, a White House spokesperson. "There will be no amnesty. Only deportations of the violent, criminal illegal aliens that Joe Biden welcomed into the country."
Jackson added that Trump is "more popular amongst the Republican base than any Republican was at this time in their Administration," and that passage of Trump's mammoth tax and spending bill fulfilled multiple campaign promises.
But a person involved in the MAGA pushback against the migrant worker carve-out, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the policy's potential ramifications, said Trump would soon find out "there is no real way to thread this needle" and keep both sides happy.
"It's a tug of war between the donor class and his base," the person said. "It's an existential threat to the coalition. If you even float in any serious way amnesty, by that name or any other, the base will revolt."

Visitors watch as Trump departs on board Marine One on the South Lawn of the White House on June 6. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The administration's inability to make good on promises of new revelations about Epstein has also upset some MAGA figures.
Over the weekend, the Justice Department announced that its investigation had come up with nothing new to say about Epstein's case, undermining years of conspiracy theories that some administration officials had previously pushed.
Some right-wing figures have accused the federal government of a massive cover-up to protect powerful associates of Epstein who may have abused teenage girls. They have also questioned the official account of Epstein's death in custody, which was ruled a suicide.
During the Cabinet meeting, Trump criticized a reporter's question about Epstein, saying the case was no longer important.
"Are you still talking about Jeffrey Epstein? This guy's been talked about for years," Trump said. "I can't believe you were asking a question on Epstein at a time like this. We're having some of the greatest success, and also tragedy with what happened in Texas. It just seems like a desecration."
Despite Trump's dismissal, conspiracy theories about Epstein have been a major concern among a subset of his vocal supporters. White House staff on Monday strategized to try to keep the fallout to a minimum. The president's own attempt to show support for FBI Director Kash Patel and Deputy Director Dan Bongino faced pushback from some of his supporters on Truth Social.
Some MAGA voices, including pro-Trump commentator Laura Loomer, called for firing Attorney General Pam Bondi. Loomer also called for Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins' ouster over the migrant worker proposal.
"As someone who voted for the president, campaigned for the president a lot -- I'm not attacking the president, but I think even people who are fully on board with the bulk of the MAGA agenda are like, 'This is too much, actually,'" Tucker Carlson said about the administration's Epstein memo in a taped conversation he posted Tuesday.
"I'm saying that with love, and I hope that they're listening. Because I think this threatens to blow up the whole thing."
Multiple White House officials dismissed such warnings, noting that polling does not show the Epstein case to be anywhere near the top issue animating voters. They also pointed to the Trump administration's work to drive down prices and bring an end to various foreign conflicts, among other recent policy victories.
"If people want to leave Donald Trump -- he was the founder of the MAGA movement, he's sacrificed more than any person who's ever run for office in our nation's history, he almost lost his life twice, gave up his successful business, fought off more than 130 indictments, was threatened with imprisonment to lead our country -- over a conclusion provided by the Department of Justice over Jeffrey Epstein, that does not seem like a rational choice," the senior White House official said.
A second White House official, also speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations, told The Washington Post that although there will always be topics that Trump's supporters disagree about, the president's loyal base will not stop supporting him as a result of the Epstein investigation.
"They're not going to hang up their MAGA hat and call it a day," the official said, referring to the critics as a "vocal minority."
"By no means are the loud people on X an accurate representation of the nearly 80 million people who voted for the president," the official said.
The heartburn about immigration and Epstein comes on the heels of warnings last month from several prominent MAGA figures against striking Iran on behalf of Israel. When Trump ultimately did order an attack against Iran's nuclear sites, the objections from his base were muted, in part because the president said the U.S. military would not be involved in a drawn-out conflict.
But Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's visit to the White House this week raised eyebrows among some in the Trump's "America First" coalition, who remain skeptical of the United States intervening in other countries' wars.
Bannon, who hosts the daily "War Room" talk show popular with the MAGA base, urged his audience on Tuesday not to "curl up in the fetal position," but to continue to push Trump to do what they elected him to.
"Let's not say, 'Oh my God, he's going to war in Iran. He's getting sucked into Ukraine. He's pushing amnesty.' It's Epstein, yes, it's all of those, and maybe more. That's fine," Bannon said. "You're in the fight club. And in the fight club, what do we do? We fight."
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California awaits disaster relief as GOP offers full support to Texas
California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D), during a trip to South Carolina, highlighted the plight of Los Angeles communities still recovering from devastating wildfires.
By Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Maeve Reston, Marianna Sotomayor | 2025-07-10

California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) speaks at Fisher Hill Community Baptist Church in Cheraw, South Carolina, on Monday. (Sean Rayford/Getty Images)


For months, California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) has pressed the GOP-led Congress to free up $40 billion in federal relief for swaths of Los Angeles consumed by devastating wildfires.
President Donald Trump and other Republicans have so far withheld the funds, with many arguing that Newsom and other Democrats in the deep-blue state have mishandled the fires and should be forced to rescind liberal policies in exchange for aid.
But now deadly floods have struck ruby-red Texas -- and the Republican response is much different, with Trump and others promising unfettered and prompt federal support in the months and years to come.
The contrast underscores the extent to which the Trump administration treats blue and red states differently, whether in disaster response or in targeting liberal areas for aggressive immigration enforcement.
"In Texas, they have very different points of view than we do in California on policy, but I would never imagine conditioning or arguing that our congressional delegation condition aid to Texas until they changed some policy on an ancillary issue," Newsom said during an appearance in South Carolina this week.
The tone of Newsom's comments, tame in contrast to the barbs that often fly between him and Trump, reflect the efforts of politicians on both sides to avoid being seen as politicizing the catastrophe in Texas, where at least 117 people -- nearly a quarter of them children -- were killed during holiday weekend flash floods. More than 160 people remain unaccounted for, meaning the death toll is sure to rise.
Trump is slated to visit the state on Friday, fulfilling a unifying public ritual for commanders in chief as he and other White House officials continue to deflect questions about whether anything could have prevented the devastation. The stance is unusual for Trump, who is not shy about assigning blame and has done so repeatedly in the aftermath of past tragedies -- at several points critiquing Newsom and other California Democrats.
When Hurricane Helene hit North Carolina last year, Trump accused his Democratic predecessor, Joe Biden, of playing politics with the federal response to a Republican area. He dashed to storm-ravaged parts of the South, drawing criticism of his own that the security footprint of a presidential candidate diminished recovery efforts and that his false claims about the federal response stopped victims from getting needed help.
In the case of Kerr County, four months' worth of rain fell in just a few hours. Thunderstorms parked over a swath of Hill Country known as Flash Flood Alley and sent a wall of water downstream as people slept. "This is a hundred-year catastrophe, and it's just so horrible to watch," Trump told reporters on Sunday.

A military helicopter on Monday in Hunt, Texas, along the Guadalupe River, as it was engaged in a search for people missing from last week's catastrophic flooding. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


While no one has so far publicly accused any officials of negligence or criminality in failing to prevent the deaths -- among them more than a dozen girls attending a camp on the banks of the Guadalupe River -- questions remain about forecasting and communications as conditions worsened, among others.
Kendall Scudder, chairman of the Texas Democratic Party, in an interview said Republicans "up and down the ballot" deserved blame for not doing more to prepare for the floods, and he rejected the notion that it was too soon to scrutinize their actions.
"This is an atrocious situation, but we're doing everyone a disservice if every time something like this happens, we say, 'Now's not the time for politics,'" Scudder said, acknowledging he was an outlier in his party for raising concerns at this stage.
The conversations occur against the backdrop of the Trump administration's widespread cuts to the federal workforce, which include agencies that deal with forecasting and emergency preparedness. Trump's White House has bashed the Federal Emergency Management Agency since his second inauguration, and, in May, pushed out the agency's acting head. Both the president and Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem have expressed a desire to eradicate the disaster relief agency, even as a council studies whether it should continue to exist.
The White House has cast as insensitive critics who questioned the performance of the government's weather warning system. "Blaming President Trump for these floods is a depraved lie, and it serves no purpose during this time of national mourning," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said on Monday, defending the National Weather Service.
But Republicans, including Trump and House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), have sought to hold Newsom responsible during fraught moments for California -- including in the aftermath of wildfires in January.
The state and its prominent cities have long been in Trump's crosshairs, held up as examples of places poorly run by leaders who, in Trump's estimation, don't do enough to mitigate the disasters that befall them. Newsom, who may run for president in 2028, has especially drawn Trump's public ire, but several Democratic leaders in California have openly sparred with the president on a wide range of issues -- from immigration enforcement in "sanctuary cities" to the president's ability to put troops on the street in California communities. Newsom himself is named in a lawsuit that seeks to restrict Trump's use of the National Guard to quell protests in Los Angeles. Trump, for his part, offered to have Newsom arrested.
Congress has not yet acted on California's $40 billion request. Still, despite the president's bluster on Truth Social, the Trump administration has honored a commitment by the Biden administration that the federal government would cover all of California's recovery costs for the first 180 days. In addition, California recently received $3 billion in federal loan assistance for small businesses damaged by the fires (That was part of Newsom's original $40 billion request).
After the story published, a DHS spokesperson pointed out that the administration released additional money for California.
"President Trump SPED UP recovery in California by cutting regulations and clearing $2 billion worth of debris from 9,000 homes months ahead of the 12-18 month projected timeline," the spokesperson said. "FEMA has delivered $132 million in aid, deployed 500 staff, and sheltered 2,800 households."
Disaster relief and recovery are always emotionally and politically charged, as governments surge relief to their constituents at the moment of greatest duress. But the response also offers an instant report card on the party in power, and can present an opportunity for political opponents to highlight inadequacies of the government response. George W. Bush's handling of the Hurricane Katrina response continues to haunt his legacy. Both Trump and Democratic nominee Kamala Harris sprinted to Georgia and North Carolina after Helene, to make the argument about who would most competently handle the response.
Congressional Democrats have been largely muted on the response in Texas. On Monday, Sen. Charles E. Schumer (New York) the body's top Democrat, asked the Commerce Department's inspector general to investigate whether cuts to the National Weather Service helped balloon the death toll. Two House Democrats who are longtime Trump critics -- Bennie G. Thompson (Mississippi) and Joaquin Castro (Texas) -- also have called for an investigation into whether staffing cuts played a role in the death toll.
Republicans have not voiced major concerns about warnings in advance of the deadly floods, though the political calculus of conservatives in disaster-prone states is more nuanced, said Chris Cooper, a political science professor at Western Carolina University whose home was damaged by Hurricane Helene.
"It's a political suicide note to say FEMA is doing a great job, nothing to see here. And it's political suicide to say 'kill FEMA entirely' and that whole thing needs to be funded by or overseen by state and nonprofit organizations," Cooper said. "They have a brand that says government isn't the solution, but if there's one time when people look for government as the solution, it's times like this."

Police direct traffic around structures damaged in the Eaton Fire in Altadena, California, on Jan. 9. (Sean Scheidt/For The Washington Post)


Sen. Ted Cruz, a Texas Republican who is chairman of the Senate committee that oversees the National Weather Service, said any initial cuts to FEMA should be surgical.
"Whether FEMA is structured as a freestanding agency or restructured in another form -- I think everyone also agrees reforms that make FEMA more nimble, able to respond more quickly to a disaster, those reforms are beneficial," he told reporters. "But regardless of the precise structure, the role is critical."
Cruz said that he was open to discussing whether the Weather Service needs more staff and what other steps could be taken, but that it was not short-staffed during the floods. Any examination "should be done calmly based on the facts and not an exercise in political rock-throwing," he said.
Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) echoed Cruz in a speech Tuesday on the Senate floor.
"Some here in the nation's capital and elsewhere are asking: How could this happen? And what, if anything, could we possibly do to prevent a recurrence?" Cornyn said. "We can, and we should, try to answer those questions -- but not now. Now, we need to focus on recovery efforts that are currently underway."
Patrick Svitek and Theodoric Meyer contributed to this report.
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Trump praises English-speaking Liberian president's English
At a lunch with African leaders, President Trump complimented the president of Liberia on his English, apparently unaware that it's the country's official language.
By Natalie Allison | 2025-07-10

President Donald Trump listens to remarks during a roundtable lunch with African leaders in the State Dining Room of the White House on Wednesday. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


During his lunch with African leaders at the White House on Wednesday, President Donald Trump complimented the president of Liberia on his English-speaking skills, asking him where he learned to speak the language so well.
President Joseph Boakai politely laughed, but avoided mentioning that English is the official language of Liberia.
"Thank you, and such good English," Trump said as Boakai completed his brief remarks while a group of African leaders sat with Trump around a table in the State Dining Room.
Boakai's turn to speak followed two other leaders whose comments required interpreters.

President Donald Trump on July 9 complimented the president of Liberia on his English-speaking skills.


"Where did you learn to speak so beautifully?" Trump asked Boakai as the Liberian president let out a polite chuckle.
Trump pressed the matter further. "Where?"
"Were you educated? Where?" Trump asked for a third time.
"Yes, sir," Boakai said.
"In Liberia?" Trump asked again.
"Yes, sir," the Liberian president replied.
"That's very interesting. It's beautiful language," Trump said. "I have people at this table who can't speak nearly as well."
Liberia was founded by African Americans, both formerly enslaved and freeborn, who moved to Africa beginning in 1822 under the auspices of the American Colonization Society, which held that African Americans would fare better if they resettled in Africa. The country declared its independence in 1847.
Boakai, who has held a number of executive roles in private business and government, was born in a remote village but was determined to secure an education, which he ultimately did in Monrovia, the country's capital, according to his government-published biography.
"He walked more than 300 miles twice from Warsonga to Monrovia in search of his dream to be educated," the biography states, adding that he moved from home to home until he enrolled at the College of West Africa, one of the country's top secondary schools.
In a statement provided by the White House, Liberian Foreign Minister Sara Beysolow Nyanti said Boakai took "no offense" at Trump's remarks.
"What President Trump heard distinctly was the American influence on our English in Liberia, and the Liberian president is not offended by that. We know that English has different accents and forms, and so him picking up the distinct intonation that has its roots in American English for us was just recognizing a familiar English version," Nyanti said.
Wednesday's exchange wasn't the first time since returning to the White House that Trump, who interacts daily with world leaders who have a wide range of fluency in English, has publicly remarked on the quality of a speaker's English.
"You're going to have to go louder," Trump told an Indian reporter this year during a news conference with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
He shook his head and made a face as the reporter continued speaking. "I can't understand a word he's saying. It's the accent. It's a little bit tough for me to hear that."
While taking questions in the Oval Office that same day, Trump leaned over to have a translator interpret a question asked in English by an Indian reporter.
And during a joint news conference with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu soon after retaking office, Trump told a reporter from Afghanistan that she had a "beautiful voice and a beautiful accent."
"The only problem is I can't understand a word you're saying," he told her. "But I just say this: Good luck. Live in peace."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/07/09/trump-liberia-english/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump combats TACO reputation as White House extends tariff deadline
As Wall Street traders continued to share the accusation that "Trump Always Chickens Out," the president falsely insisted that he did not delay a tariff deadline.
By Cat Zakrzewski | 2025-07-10

A sign reading "Cluck Cluck TACO" outside the White House in June. (Kevin Mohatt/Reuters)


After President Donald Trump paused his "Liberation Day" tariffs in April, his trade adviser Peter Navarro promised that the administration would deliver "90 deals in 90 days."
But that deadline came and went Wednesday with the White House 88 trade deals short.
Trump has now given his administration 113 days to implement a worldwide tariff plan that he says will reverse decades of globalization and usher in a new era of domestic manufacturing. But CEOs, investors and foreign leaders appear skeptical that Trump will stick to that Aug. 1 deadline after watching him punt the issue again and again.
The episode has reanimated the TACO debate -- the Wall Street accusation that "Trump Always Chickens Out." The term, coined by Financial Times columnist Robert Armstrong, describes a prevailing view in the financial sector that the president talks tough about tariffs and then ultimately backs down.
Trump has made clear he doesn't like the acronym. He falsely claimed that the deadline for tariff payments "has always been" Aug. 1 -- after signing an executive order Monday that extended the deadline from July 9.
"I didn't make a change, a clarification, maybe?" Trump said during a wide-ranging Cabinet meeting. "August 1, they pay."
Yet his repeated slow-walk toward actual implementation seems to reflect his understanding of the political and economic peril of his tariff strategy, which could impose steep levies on imports from dozens of countries -- and which economists have warned could send the planet tumbling into a recession.
The action on Wall Street on Tuesday laid bare the stakes. The deadline delay was initially positive for Wall Street, but stocks began to slide as Trump said there would be no extensions on the tariffs. The Dow Jones Industrial Average dropped 166 points, or 0.37 percent. The S&P 500 fell 0.07 percent, while the Nasdaq composite index closed up 0.03 percent.
Trump has justified the new import taxes by saying they would correct years of U.S. trade deficits, but he has also used them for other purposes. On Wednesday, for example, he sent a letter to Brazil saying the country would face tariffs of 50 percent, a steep increase from the 10 percent tariffs he had announced in March.
Trump cited the country's "Censorship Orders to U.S. Social Media platforms," after Brazil's Supreme Court in June ordered that tech giants monitor and remove hate speech and other problematic content from their platforms. Trump also objected to Brazil's effort to prosecute former president Jair Bolsonaro for allegedly plotting a coup. In his letter, he called the prosecution "an international disgrace."
Major retailers have warned that the tariffs will push prices higher, and other countries have threatened to retaliate with levies of their own on imports from the United States. Trump initially backed off his most sweeping tariffs in April after a sell-off in the bond market prompted investors, corporate leaders and even some Trump allies to warn of an economic recession.
Trump has loved tariffs and hated global trade for decades, arguing since at least the late 1980s that nations that "abuse the United States" should pay a large tax on products they sell within U.S. borders. But his lifelong ambition to implement a 19th-century-style trade policy is at odds with an American public that is deeply skeptical of this zero-sum view of the global economy. Consumers are feeling hesitant and spending less, despite stock market rallies, a steady inflation rate and low unemployment.
A Fox News survey in June found that 57 percent of Americans think tariffs hurt the economy, double the number of Americans who say the levies help the economy. Inflation is among voters' top concerns, as 84 percent report that they are extremely or very concerned about higher prices.
Trump and his top advisers claimed that the pause would give the United States sweeping leverage to negotiate trade deals that would lower other countries' trade barriers on U.S. exports.
"A lot of times it's not a negotiation until it is," Trump said. "And that happens."
But 90 days later, there are few signs that Trump's "Art of the Deal" strategy has produced results. The administration has announced only two deals -- with Vietnam and Britain. The deals are short on details and significantly shorter than typical trade accords, which are traditionally hundreds of pages long.
Trump said over the weekend that he preferred to send countries letters dictating new tariff rates rather than striking deals. He sent letters to 14 countries on Monday detailing the higher tariffs their goods will face, but the letters indicated he would be open to further negotiation.
On Wednesday, he sent at least eight additional letters including the one to Brazil.
The letters said that if the countries remove their tariffs on U.S. goods and other trade barriers, Trump would "consider an adjustment" to the rates.
"If [countries] call up and say, 'We'd like to do something a different way,' we're going to be open to that," Trump told reporters at the White House.
White House spokesman Kush Desai said other countries remain interested in negotiating.
"The Administration continues to receive overwhelming interest from other countries who are eager to reduce their tariff and non-monetary trade barriers to maintain access to the American economy," Desai said in a statement. "President Trump, however, has been clear: the United States, the world's biggest and best consumer market, holds the cards and leverage in negotiations to unilaterally set deals with appropriate tariff rates for our trading partners."
Trump also said he will probably send a trade letter to the European Union in the coming days, remarking that he has been in touch with E.U. President Ursula von der Leyen, who has "been very nice."
"They treated us very badly until recently. Now they're treating us very nicely, like a different world, actually," Trump said to reporters during Tuesday's Cabinet meeting.
Trump complained about the E.U.'s treatment of "our companies," noting lawsuits against Apple and Google that have resulted in the American companies being ordered by European courts to pay billions of dollars in fines.
The tariff plans also continue to face legal uncertainty. A federal judge struck down the tariffs in May, saying that Trump had overstepped his legal authority. But the U.S. Court of Appeals in June ruled that the administration could continue to collect tariffs as the case proceeds, and that it would hear arguments July 31.
U.S. trading partners don't necessarily see the new deadline as a stabilizing development.
"This move actually extends the period of uncertainty, undermining long-term investment and business contracts, and creating further uncertainty and instability," Pamela Coke-Hamilton, executive director of the International Trade Centre, told reporters in Geneva on Tuesday.
David Lynch, Natalie Allison and Patrick Svitek contributed to this report.
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Commanders' alternate uniforms take things back to the glory days 
Washington will be in its "Super Bowl Era" for three nationally televised home games, with a look calling back to the 1980s. No, the helmet logo isn't coming back.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-07-09

The Washington Commanders have announced new throwback alternate uniforms, seen modeled by quarterback Jayden Daniels. The franchise had a similar look when Doug Williams led it to a Super Bowl title in 1988. (Washington Commanders; AP)


Jayden Daniels offered a glimpse of the future in more ways than one when he arrived at MetLife Stadium in August for his first NFL preseason game wearing a white Doug Williams throwback jersey -- the look Williams sported in Super Bowl XXII while earning the MVP award.
"What better way to have my debut, my first game, than to represent Doug and what he's done for this organization?" Daniels told reporters after the exhibition game against the New York Jets.
Building a bridge to the past has been a central theme to the Washington Commanders' turnaround under owner Josh Harris. It will be strengthened further as the team introduces an alternate uniform this season that pays tribute to the franchise's most successful years.
The "Super Bowl Era" alternates, as they're billed, are near replicas of the ones worn by Washington during its three Super Bowl victories (XVII, XXII and XXVI) in the 1980s and early '90s.

Tight end Clint Didier celebrates an eight-yard touchdown reception during Washington's 42-10 Super Bowl XXII victory over the Denver Broncos. (Mike Powell/Getty Images)


The Commanders will wear the uniforms for three nationally televised home games this season: Week 9 against the Seattle Seahawks (Nov. 2); Week 13 against the Denver Broncos (Nov. 30), whom Washington throttled in Super Bowl XXII in January 1988; and Week 17 against the Dallas Cowboys on Christmas. Washington wore the same white-jersey-burgundy-pants look against Dallas in the NFC championship game in 1983, a memorable 31-17 win that led to its first Super Bowl victory.
The Commanders accelerated the process to have the Super Bowl Era uniforms available for the start of this season. The retail jerseys are being produced on an expedited timeline, too, with preorders available in early September and an expected delivery before the team first wears them Nov. 2.
The Super Bowl Era helmets, which feature the team's current logo and not the one from its past, are available on the Commanders' online store (store.commanders.com) and NFLshop.com.
The white jersey features a burgundy neckline and burgundy numbers outlined in gold. Burgundy and gold stripes cap the sleeves and wrap around white socks. Gold and white stripes line the sides of burgundy pants and the top of the helmet, which has a gold face mask.
There are some differences from the jerseys of the past, most of which were necessary to account for the different cuts of the uniform. (Players no longer wear loose sleeves, for example.)

Zach Ertz and Co. will wear the new alternate uniforms three times this season. (Washington Commanders) 


The NFL allows teams to change uniforms just once every five years, except in certain circumstances (an ownership change is one of them), and requires any proposed alterations to be submitted to the league for approval more than a year in advance of the season in which they wish to use them.
When asked whether the team plans to make the Super Bowl Era alternates the basis of another redesign, a person with knowledge of the Commanders' thinking said the team will "continue to evaluate" its options.
From the start of his ownership in 2023, Harris made it a priority to reconnect the franchise with its legends and features of its past. Darrell Green and Art Monk were his first two calls after NFL owners approved his purchase of the team that year. Many alumni, including Green and John Riggins, returned to games last season for the first time in years. Harris is now working with the D.C. Council to get approval for a new stadium on the site of the former RFK Stadium, where Washington played during its glory years.

Washington, shown in 1989, had its best stretch of success in the 1980s and early '90s. (Stephen Dunn/Getty Images)


And behind the scenes, Harris has worked with the NFL, Nike, sports merchandise giant Fanatics and a small team within the Commanders -- marketing, equipment staff, executives and ownership partners -- to create a look that paid tribute to the franchise's finest era.
The alternates join the Commanders' closet alongside their usual home-game uniforms with the burgundy jersey and pants; their road attire with the modern white jerseys and burgundy pants; their alternate all-black uniforms introduced as part of the team's rebranding in 2022; and the gold pants Washington brought back last season after a six-year hiatus.
For much of the franchise's 93-year existence, it retained its primary burgundy and gold color scheme while tweaking other features. In 1979, then-general manager Bobby Beathard ditched gold pants and revised Washington's uniforms because he felt its look in the previous decade was "pretty drab."

The team's "W" logo will be prominent on the helmets. (Washington Commanders) 


"When you've been in the same thing for so long and you bring in something new, sometimes it perks people up," he told The Washington Post in 1979.
Three years later, under Joe Gibbs, Washington won its first Super Bowl, 27-17, over the Miami Dolphins.
The franchise's brief era as the Washington Football Team (2020-22) led to a transition to its current uniforms, unveiled in February 2022, when the team was renamed the Commanders. The redesign, which included input from fans and former co-owner Tanya Snyder, received mixed reviews as attention centered on the team's name.
"Now in this building, the name Commanders means something," Harris said in February, quashing discussion of another name change. "... But as far as rebranding and bringing our past, which, obviously, I grew up with and all the Super Bowl championships and our future together, you're going to see us head back toward honoring our past and bringing it together with our future."

Frankie Luvu sports the new, old look. (Washington Commanders) 
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