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    Iran state TV says an Iranian navy helicopter confronted a US destroyer in the Gulf of Oman
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                                        TEHRAN, Iran (AP) -- An Iranian navy helicopter confronted a U.S. warship attempting to approach Iranian territorial waters in the Gulf of Oman on Wednesday, Iranian state TV reported.
The incident was the first direct encounter reported between Iranian and U.S. forces since the 12-day war between Iran and Israel, which also saw the U.S. B-52 bombers strike nuclear-related facilities in the Islamic Republic. 
The report said Iranian forces dispatched the helicopter to confront a U.S. Navy destroyer identified as the USS Fitzgerald that approached the waters at around 10 a.m. local time.
The Iranian state TV said the helicopter flew directly over the U.S. ship and issued a warning to maintain distance. In what the report described as a tense exchange, the U.S. warship reportedly responded by threatening to target the Iranian aircraft if it did not leave the area.

    
U.S. Central Command disputed the account, calling the encounter a "safe and professional interaction" and that it had no impact on the USS Fitzgerald's mission. It said "any reports claiming otherwise are falsehoods" and attempts by Iran to spread misinformation.




    
        




    




The Iranian state TV report said that in response to the threats from the U.S. vessel, Iranian air defense forces announced that the helicopter was under the full protection of Iran's integrated air defense system.
Eventually the USS Fitzgerald "retreated southward," the report said.
It was not immediately clear how close the U.S. warship was to Iranian territorial waters.
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    France's first couple sue Candace Owens for defamation over claims that Brigitte Macron is a man
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- A lawyer for France 's first couple said they'll be seeking "substantial" damages from U.S. conservative influencer Candace Owens if she persists with claims that President Emmanuel Macron 's wife, Brigitte, is a man.
The lawyer, Tom Clare, said in an interview with CNN that a defamation suit filed Wednesday for the Macrons in a Delaware court was "really a last resort" after a fruitless yearlong effort to engage with Owens and requests that she "do the right thing: tell the truth, stop spreading these lies." 
"Each time we've done that, she mocked the Macrons, she mocked our efforts to set the record straight," Clare said. "Enough is enough, it was time to hold her accountable." 
The Macrons have been married since 2007, and Emmanuel Macron has been France's president since 2017. 
In a YouTube video, Owens called the suit an "obvious and desperate public relations strategy," and said the first lady is "a very goofy man."

    
Owens is a right-leaning political commentator whose YouTube channel has about 4.5 million subscribers. In 2024, she was denied a visa from New Zealand and Australia, citing remarks in which she denied Nazi medical experimentation on Jews in concentration camps during World War II.



    
        




    




The 219-page complaint against Owens lays out "extensive evidence" that Brigitte Macron "was born a woman, she's always been a woman," the couple's attorney said. 

    
    
    
"We'll put forward our damage claim at trial, but if she continues to double down between now and the time of trial, it will be a substantial award," he said. 

    
In Paris, the presidential office had no immediate comment. 
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In France, too, the presidential couple has for years been dogged by conspiracy theories that Brigitte was born as a man named Jean-Michel Trogneux, who supposedly then took the name Brigitte as a transgender woman. Jean-Michel Trogneux is, in fact, Brigitte's brother.
Last September, Brigitte and Jean-Michel Trogneux won a defamation suit against two women who were sentenced by a Paris court to fines and damages for spreading the claims about the first lady online. A Paris appeals court overturned the ruling earlier this month. Brigitte and her brother have since turned to France's highest court to appeal that decision, according to French media.
The Macrons first met at the high school where he was a student and she was a teacher. Brigitte Macron was then Brigitte Auziere, a married mother of three children. 
Macron, 47, is serving his second and last term as president. The first lady celebrated her 72nd birthday in April. 
Macron moved to Paris for his last year of high school, but promised to marry Brigitte. She later moved to the French capital to join him and divorced before they finally married.
Their relationship came under the spotlight in May when video images showed Brigitte pushing her husband away with both hands on his face before they disembarked from a plane on a tour of Southeast Asia.

Macron later dismissed the incident as play-fighting, telling reporters that "we are squabbling and, rather, joking with my wife," and that it had been overblown into "a sort of geo-planetary catastrophe."
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            Thailand has urged Cambodia to stop deadly cross-border attacks that erupted Thursday and warned it will step up its efforts to fight back, if it doesn't.
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[image: In this photo released by the Royal Thai Army, Thai soldiers inspect a border area on Sunday, July 20, 2025, in Ubon Ratchathani province, where the Royal Thai Army said two anti-personnel landmines were found. (Royal Thai Army via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Agence Kampuchea Press (AKP), Cambodian troop perform during ceremony to put in used the military building in northern Kampong Chhnang province, Monday, July 14, 2025. (AKP via AP)]
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[image: Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen delivers a speech during his visit to a border site of Preah Vihear province, near the Cambodia-Thailand border, in Cambodia, Thursday, June 26, 2025. (AKP via AP)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Armed clashes broke out Thursday between Thailand and Cambodia in long-disputed border areas, rapidly escalating months-long tensions. 
The fighting included gunfire exchanges and shelling and rocket fire, which Thai authorities said killed at least nine Thai civilians and injured 14 others in three provinces. Thailand responded with air strikes.
It was the second armed confrontation since a Cambodian soldier was shot dead in May and a major escalation that came hours after the two countries downgraded diplomatic relations following a land mine explosion that injured Thai soldiers. 
Clashes are ongoing in at least six areas along the border, the Thai Defense Ministry said. The first clash Thursday morning happened in an area near the ancient Ta Muen Thom temple along the border of Surin and Cambodia's Oddar Meanchey province.
Here's what to know about the dispute between the two Southeast Asian neighbors.



    
        




    




How the dispute began
The dispute flared in May after armed forces of Thailand and Cambodia briefly fired at each other in a relatively small, contested border area that each country claims as its own.
Both sides said they acted in self-defense. One Cambodian soldier was killed.

    
    * Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


While the countries said afterwards they agreed to de-escalate the situation, Cambodian and Thai authorities continued to implement or threaten measures short of armed force, keeping tensions high.
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Thailand added tight restrictions at the border with Cambodia that stopped almost all crossings except for students, medical patients and others with essential needs. On Thursday, Thai authorities announced they were sealing the border entirely.
Cambodia also banned Thai movies and TV shows, stopped the import of Thai fuel, fruits and vegetables and boycotted some of its neighbor's international internet links and power supply.

    
Fighting sparks political turmoil in Thailand
Nationalist passions on both sides have inflamed the situation.
Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra was suspended from office July 1 to be investigated for possible ethics violations over her handling of the border dispute following a leaked phone call with a senior Cambodian leader.

    
In the June call, Paetongtarn referred to Cambodian former Prime Minister Hun Sen as "uncle" and criticized Thai military leadership, remarks framed by critics as disrespectful to national sovereignty. 
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Hun Sen was succeeded by his son Hun Manet in 2023 but remains influential as Senate president. He was a longtime friend of her father, Thaksin Shinawatra, a popular but divisive former prime minister, but they became estranged over the border dispute.
The leaked call sparked widespread outrage and protests. Paetongtarn's Pheu Thai party-led coalition also weakened when its second-largest partner, the Bhumjaithai Party, withdrew support, citing her perceived softness toward Cambodia. 
Paetongtarn has apologized and argued her comments were a negotiating tactic. Her ally, former Defense Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, was appointed acting prime minister. 
Border claims cause periodic tensions
Border disputes are long-standing issues that have caused periodic tensions between the two neighbors. Thailand and Cambodia share more than 800 kilometers (500 miles) of land border.
The contesting claims stem largely from a 1907 map drawn under French colonial rule that was used to separate Cambodia from Thailand. Cambodia has been using the map as a reference to claim territory, while Thailand has argued the map is inaccurate. 
The most prominent and violent conflicts have been around the 1,000-year-old Preah Vihear temple.
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In 1962, the International Court of Justice awarded sovereignty over the temple area to Cambodia. The ruling became a major irritant in bilateral relations.

Cambodia went back to the court in 2011, following several clashes between its army and Thai forces that killed about 20 people and displaced thousands. The court reaffirmed the ruling in Cambodia's favor in 2013.
Cambodia has again turned to the international court to resolve the border disputes but Thailand has rejected the court's jurisdiction.
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    Columbia University agrees to pay more than $220M in deal with Trump to restore federal funding
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            Columbia University has reached a deal with the Trump administration to pay more than $220 million to the federal government to restore federal research money that was canceled in the name of combating antisemitism on campus, the university announced Wednesday.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Columbia University announced Wednesday it has reached a deal with the Trump administration to pay more than $220 million to the federal government to restore federal research money that was canceled in the name of combating antisemitism on campus.
Under the agreement, the Ivy League school will pay a $200 million settlement over three years, the university said. It will also pay $21 million to resolve alleged civil rights violations against Jewish employees that occurred following the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attack on Israel, the White House said.
"This agreement marks an important step forward after a period of sustained federal scrutiny and institutional uncertainty," acting University President Claire Shipman said.
The school had been threatened with the potential loss of billions of dollars in government support, including more than $400 million in grants canceled earlier this year. The administration pulled the funding because of what it described as the university's failure to squelch antisemitism on campus during the Israel-Hamas war.

    
Columbia has since agreed to a series of demands laid out by the Republican administration, including overhauling the university's student disciplinary process and applying a contentious, federally endorsed definition of antisemitism not only to teaching but to a disciplinary committee that has been investigating students critical of Israel.
Wednesday's agreement -- which does not include an admission of wrongdoing -- codifies those reforms while preserving the university's autonomy, Shipman said.

    
'Columbia's reforms are a roadmap,' Trump administration says
Education Secretary Linda McMahon called the deal "a seismic shift in our nation's fight to hold institutions that accept American taxpayer dollars accountable for antisemitic discrimination and harassment."
"Columbia's reforms are a roadmap for elite universities that wish to regain the confidence of the American public by renewing their commitment to truth-seeking, merit, and civil debate," McMahon said in a statement. 
As part of the agreement, Columbia agreed to a series of changes previously announced in March, including reviewing its Middle East curriculum to make sure it was "comprehensive and balanced" and appointing new faculty to its Institute for Israel and Jewish Studies. It also promised to end programs "that promote unlawful efforts to achieve race-based outcomes, quotes, diversity targets or similar efforts."
The university will also have to issue a report to a monitor assuring that its programs "do not promote unlawful DEI goals."
In a post Wednesday night on his Truth Social platform, President Donald Trump said Columbia had "committed to ending their ridiculous DEI policies, admitting students based ONLY on MERIT, and protecting the Civil Liberties of their students on campus." 
He also warned, without being specific, "Numerous other Higher Education Institutions that have hurt so many, and been so unfair and unjust, and have wrongly spent federal money, much of it from our government, are upcoming."

    
Crackdown follows Columbia protests
The pact comes after months of uncertainty and fraught negotiations at the more than 270-year-old university. It was among the first targets of Trump's crackdown on pro-Palestinian campus protests and on colleges that he asserts have allowed Jewish students be threatened and harassed.
Columbia's own antisemitism task force found last summer that Jewish students had faced verbal abuse, ostracism and classroom humiliation during the spring 2024 demonstrations.
Other Jewish students took part in the protests, however, and protest leaders maintain they aren't targeting Jews but rather criticizing the Israeli government and its war in Gaza. 
Columbia's leadership -- a revolving door of three interim presidents in the last year -- has declared that the campus climate needs to change. 

    
Columbia agrees to question international students
Also in the settlement is an agreement to ask prospective international students "questions designed to elicit their reasons for wishing to study in the United States," and establishes processes to make sure all students are committed to "civil discourse."
In a move that would potentially make it easier for the Trump administration to deport students who participate in protests, Columbia promised to provide the government with information, upon request, of disciplinary actions involving student-visa holders resulting in expulsions or suspensions.
Columbia on Tuesday announced it would suspend, expel or revoke degrees from more than 70 students who participated in a pro-Palestinian demonstration inside the main library in May and an encampment during alumni weekend last year.
The pressure on Columbia began with a series of funding cuts. Then Mahmoud Khalil, a former graduate student who had been a visible figure in the protests, became the first person detained in the Trump administration's push to deport pro-Palestinian activists who aren't U.S. citizens. 
Next came searches of some university residences amid a federal Justice Department investigation into whether Columbia concealed "illegal aliens" on campus. The interim president at the time responded that the university was committed to upholding the law.

    
University oversight expands
Columbia was an early test case for the Trump administration as it sought closer oversight of universities that the Republican president views as bastions of liberalism. Yet it soon was overshadowed by Harvard University, which became the first higher education institution to defy Trump's demands and fight back in court.
The Trump administration has used federal research funding as its primary lever in its campaign to reshape higher education. More than $2 billion in total has also been frozen at Cornell, Northwestern, Brown and Princeton universities.
Administration officials pulled $175 million from the University of Pennsylvania in March over a dispute around women's sports. They restored it when school officials agreed to update records set by transgender swimmer Lia Thomas and change their policies.

The administration also is looking beyond private universities. University of Virginia President James Ryan agreed to resign in June under pressure from a U.S. Justice Department investigation into diversity, equity and inclusion practices. A similar investigation was opened this month at George Mason University.
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    Mike Lindell celebrates victory after appeals court voids $5M award in election data dispute
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            By 
            STEVE KARNOWSKI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- A federal appeals court handed a victory Wednesday to Mike Lindell, ruling that the MyPillow founder doesn't have to pay a $5 million award to a software engineer who disputed data that Lindell claims proves that China interfered in the 2020 U.S. presidential election.
The 8th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that an arbitration panel overstepped its authority in 2023 when it awarded $5 million to the engineer, Robert Zeidman, of Las Vegas, who took Lindell up on his "Prove Mike Wrong Challenge."
"It's a great day for our country," a jubilant Lindell said in an interview. "This is a big win. It opens the door to getting rid of these electronic voting machines and getting paper ballots, hand-counted."
Lindell, one of the country's most prominent propagators of false claims that the 2020 election was a fraud, lost in a different case in Colorado last month. A jury ruled that Lindell defamed a former employee of a voting equipment company by accusing him of treason, and awarded $2.3 million in damages. 

    
Lindell said he is appealing, and that he actually considers the verdict a victory because MyPillow itself wasn't found liable.



    
        




    




President Donald Trump and his allies lost more than 50 court cases trying to overturn the 2020 election results, and his own attorney general at the time said there was no indication of wide-scale fraud.

    
    * Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


As part of a "Cyber Symposium" Lindell hosted in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, in 2021, Lindell offered $5 million for anyone who could prove that "packet captures" and other data he released there were not valid data from the 2020 election.

    
    
    
Zeidman entered a 15-page report that he said proved the data wasn't what Lindell claimed. Contest judges declined to declare Zeidman a winner, so he filed for arbitration under the contest rules. A panel of three arbitrators, including one named by Lindell, concluded that Zeidman had satisfied the rules and awarded him $5 million.

    
U.S. District Judge John Tunheim affirmed the award last year. He expressed concern about how the arbitrators interpreted what he called a "poorly written contract," but he said courts have only limited authority to overrule arbitration awards and ordered Lindell to pay up.
But the appeals court ruled Wednesday that the arbitrators went beyond the contractual language of the official contest rules in deciding how to construe them, instead of sticking to the document itself. The appeals court said the rules were unambiguous, even if they might have favored Lindell.
"Whatever one might think of the logic of the panel's reasoning, it is contrary to Minnesota law. ... Fair or not, agreed-to contract terms may not be modified by the panel or by this court," the appeals court wrote, and sent the case back to the lower court with instructions to vacate the $5 million award.

Zeidman attorney Brian Glasser urged people to read the arbitrators' decision and "judge for themselves if the Eight Circuit's decision today is more persuasive, or rings in truth louder, than the unanimous contrary decision of three arbitrators who heard all the evidence, including one appointed by Mr. Lindell."
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                    U.S. News

    Police documents released after Bryan Kohberger's sentencing detail strange happenings weeks before




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    The Associated Press explains the courtroom's reaction to the sentencing of Bryan Kohberger, who pleaded guilty to the murder of four University of Idaho students nearly three years ago. (AP Video: Manuel Valdes)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            REBECCA BOONE and GENE JOHNSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BOISE, Idaho (AP) -- In the weeks before Bryan Kohberger killed four University of Idaho students, there were strange happenings at their rental home near campus.
One of the victims, Kaylee Goncalves, told her roommates she saw a man she didn't recognize staring at her when she took her dog outside. Another time, the residents came home to find the door open, loose on its hinges. They grabbed golf clubs to arm themselves against a possible intruder.
Those details were included in hundreds of documents released by police within hours of Kohberger being sentenced to life in prison Wednesday for the brutal stabbing murders of Gonclaves, Madison Mogen, Xana Kernodle and Ethan Chapin early Nov. 13, 2022.
It remains unclear whether the strange happenings had anything to do with the killings. But the documents do illustrate the frenzied efforts by law enforcement to follow every possible lead to find and convict Kohberger. 



    
        




    




Here's a look at some information from the documents:
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Curious happenings at 1122 King Rd.
Bethany Funke was one of two roommates to survive the night of the stabbings. In interviews after the murders, she told police that about a month earlier, Goncalves had taken her dog, Murphy, outside when she saw an unknown man "up above their house to the south," staring at her.
It was concerning enough that Goncalves "told everyone" about it and called her roommates to ask if they'd be home soon, Funke said.
Then, on Nov. 4, nine days before the attack, the roommates came home at 11 a.m. to find the door open, loose on its hinges, as the wind blew. Goncalves was away at the time. Kernodle's father fixed the door, Funke reported.

    
On Nov. 13, police found a gruesome scene. Blood pooled on bed comforters, covered floors and was splattered on walls. One the victims, Kernodle, had extensive defensive wounds; in her room "it was obvious an intense struggle had occurred," one office wrote.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A private security officer sits in a vehicle, Jan. 3, 2023, in front of the house in Moscow, Idaho, where four University of Idaho students were killed in November, 2022. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, File)]
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Detailing the investigation's steps
Tips poured in. A staff member at Walmart told police that two to three weeks earlier, a white, college-age male had come in looking for a black ski mask that would cover his face. People who saw online feeds of some of the victims at a food truck offered their thoughts about a possible perpetrator, and investigators also looked into leads about bar-goers they had seen earlier in the night or an Uber driver they frequently used, the documents show.
A woman who lived nearby told police that in either August or September 2022, she and her daughter saw a man in their yard who "looked nervous." She said she was almost certain it was Kohberger.
Officers eventually identified Kohberger -- a doctoral student in criminology at nearby Washington State University -- using a DNA sample found on a knife sheath at the crime scene. They tracked his movements that night with cellphone data, obtained online shopping records showing he had purchased a military-style knife, and linked him to a car that repeatedly drove by the students' house.
The documents include memos memorializing the subpoenas or warrants they served seeking records and the responses to those requests. Investigators served a warrant on the dating app Tinder, looking for accounts Kohberger might have created with certain emails and which might link him to his victims.

    
No such evidence emerged, and the motive for the killings remains a mystery.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bryan Kohberger is is seen in the Ada County Courthouse after his sentencing hearing, Wednesday, July 23, 2025, in Boise, Idaho, for brutally stabbing four University of Idaho students to death nearly three years ago. (AP Photo/Kyle Green, Pool)]



        

        
        
            
                    Bryan Kohberger is is seen in the Ada County Courthouse after his sentencing hearing, Wednesday, July 23, 2025, in Boise, Idaho, for brutally stabbing four University of Idaho students to death nearly three years ago. (AP Photo/Kyle Green, Pool)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Kohberger spoke with police -- briefly
Kohberger was arrested at his parents' home in Albrightsville, Pennsylvania, about six weeks after the killings. He was taken to a state police barracks to be interviewed by officers from the Moscow police department, Idaho State Police and the FBI.
They chatted about the Washington State football team, Kohberger's doctorate studies in criminal justice, his required duties to be a teaching assistant while in college, and why he wanted to become a professor.
Kohberger eventually said he understood they were engaging in small talk, but he would appreciate if the officers explained what they wanted. One detective told him it was because of what had happened in Moscow. Asked if he knew what had transpired, he replied, "Of course."
Did he want to talk about it? "Well, I think I would need a lawyer," Kohberger replied.
He continued speaking, though -- asking what specific questions they had and asking if his parents and dog were OK following his arrest.

    
Kohberger finally said he would like to speak to an attorney, and police ended the interview because he had invoked his Fifth Amendment right.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A statement is made after the Bryan Kohberger sentencing Wednesday, July 23, 2025, outside of the Ada County Courthouse in Boise, Idaho. (AP Photo/Drew Nash)]



        

        
        
            
                    A statement is made after the Bryan Kohberger sentencing Wednesday, July 23, 2025, outside of the Ada County Courthouse in Boise, Idaho. (AP Photo/Drew Nash)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Behind bars with Kohberger
A man incarcerated at the Latah County Jail who was once housed next to Kohberger's cell told a detective Sept. 16, 2024, that Kohberger would often question him about his past criminal offenses and why he was in the maximum security wing of the facility.
The man said Kohberger's habits annoyed him, including how he washed his hands dozens of times each day and spent 45 minutes to an hour in the shower. He said Kohberger stayed awake almost all night and would only take a nap during the day.
___

Johnson reported from Seattle. Associated Press journalists Hallie Golden, Audrey McAvoy, Martha Bellisle, Mark Thiessen and Jesse Bedayn contributed.
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    Bondi facing Democratic calls to testify following report she told Trump he was in Epstein files




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Attorney General Pam Bondi speaks at a news conference at the Drug Enforcement Administration, Tuesday, July 15, 2025, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Attorney General Pam Bondi is facing Democratic calls to testify before Congress following a newspaper's revelation that she told President Donald Trump that his name appeared in the files of the Jeffrey Epstein sex-trafficking investigation.
The Wall Street Journal reported Wednesday that Bondi told Trump his name was among many high-profile figures mentioned in the files, which the Justice Department this month said it would not be releasing despite a clamor from online sleuths, conspiracy theorists and members of Trump's base.
Trump's personal ties to Epstein are well-established and his name is already known to have been included in records related to the wealthy financier, who killed himself in jail in 2019 as he awaited trial on sex trafficking charges.
Sen. Adam Schiff, a California Democrat, responded to the report by calling on Bondi and FBI Director Kash Patel to appear before the Senate Judiciary Committee.

    
"We need to bring Bondi and Patel into the Judiciary Committee to testify about this now," Schiff said in a video posted on X.
The Justice Department declined to comment on the report but issued a joint statement from Bondi and Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche saying that investigators had reviewed the records and "nothing in the files warranted further investigation or prosecution."



    
        




    




"As par of our routine briefing, we made the president aware of the findings," the statement said. 

    
    
    
The mere inclusion of a person's name in Epstein's files does not imply wrongdoing and he was known to have been associated with multiple prominent figures, including Trump.
Over the years, thousands of pages of records have been released through lawsuits, Epstein's criminal dockets, public disclosures and Freedom of Information Act requests.
They include a 2016 deposition in which an accuser recounted she spent several hours with Epstein at Trump's Atlantic City casino but didn't say if she met Trump and did not accuse him of any wrongdoing.

    
Trump has also said he once thought Epstein was a "terrific guy" but they later had a falling-out.

White House spokesman Steven Cheung on Wednesday said the reports were "nothing more than a continuation of the fake news stories concocted by the Democrats and the liberal media."
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    Supreme Court allows Trump to remove 3 Democrats on the Consumer Product Safety Commission




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump speaks to the media before walking across the South Lawn of the White House to board Marine One en route to Joint Base Andrews, Md., and on to Florida, Tuesday, July 1, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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            By 
            MARK SHERMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Wednesday allowed the Trump administration to remove three Democratic members of the Consumer Product Safety Commission, who had been fired by President Donald Trump and then reinstated by a federal judge.
The justices acted on an emergency appeal from the Justice Department, which argued that the agency is under Trump's control and the president is free to remove commissioners without cause.
That's what Trump did in May, providing no reason for removing all three Democratic commissioners on the five-person board, despite a federal law that allows commissioners to be fired only for "neglect of duty or malfeasance." 
The court provided a brief, unsigned explanation that the case is similar to earlier ones in which it allowed Trump to fire board members of other independent agencies, whom Congress protected from arbitrary dismissals.

    
The three liberal justices dissented. "By means of such actions, this Court may facilitate the permanent transfer of authority, piece by piece by piece, from one branch of Government to another," Justice Elena Kagan wrote for herself, as well as Justices Sonia Sotomayor and Ketanji Brown Jackson.



    
        




    




The commission helps protect consumers from dangerous products by issuing recalls, suing errant companies and more. The fired commissioners had been serving seven-year terms after being nominated by President Joe Biden.

    
    
    
U.S. District Judge Matthew Maddox in Baltimore ruled in June that the dismissals were unlawful. Maddox sought to distinguish the commission's role from those of other agencies where the Supreme Court has allowed firings to go forward.
A month earlier, the high court's conservative majority declined to reinstate members of the National Labor Relations Board and the Merit Systems Protection Board, finding that the Constitution appears to give the president the authority to fire the board members "without cause." 

    
The administration has argued that all the agencies are under Trump's control as the head of the executive branch. 
Maddox, a Biden nominee, noted that it can be difficult to characterize the product safety commission's functions as purely executive.
The fight over the president's power to fire could prompt the court to consider overturning a 90-year-old Supreme Court decision known as Humphrey's Executor. In that case from 1935, the court unanimously held that presidents cannot fire independent board members without cause. 
The decision ushered in an era of powerful independent federal agencies charged with regulating labor relations, employment discrimination, the airwaves and much else. But it has long rankled conservative legal theorists who argue the modern administrative state gets the Constitution all wrong because such agencies should answer to the president.
Kagan wrote that the court already has "all but overturned Humphrey's Executor."
Other removals are making their way to the high court, including the firing of a member of the Federal Trade Commission, the very agency at issue in Humphrey's Executor.

    
Last week, a federal judge ordered Rebecca Slaughter reinstated as a commissioner. Slaughter returned to work Friday. By Tuesday, she had been sidelined again after an appeals court temporarily blocked the judge's order. 
The Consumer Product Safety Commission was created in 1972. Its five members must maintain a partisan split, with no more than three representing the president's party. They serve staggered terms.

That structure ensures that each president has "the opportunity to influence, but not control," the commission, attorneys for the fired commissioners wrote in court filings. They argued the recent terminations could jeopardize the commission's independence.
___
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                    Politics

    Appeals court finds Trump's effort to end birthright citizenship unconstitutional, upholds block




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump speaks during an AI summit at the Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium, Wednesday, July 23, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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            LINDSAY WHITEHURST and HALLIE GOLDEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        
    
    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- A federal appeals court in San Francisco ruled Wednesday that President Donald Trump's order seeking to end birthright citizenship is unconstitutional, affirming a lower-court decision that blocked its enforcement nationwide.
The ruling from a three-judge panel of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals comes after Trump's plan was also blocked by a federal judge in New Hampshire. It marks the first time an appeals court has weighed in and brings the issue one step closer to coming back quickly before the Supreme Court. 
The 9th Circuit decision keeps a block on the Trump administration enforcing the order that would deny citizenship to children born to people who are in the United States illegally or temporarily.
"The district court correctly concluded that the Executive Order's proposed interpretation, denying citizenship to many persons born in the United States, is unconstitutional. We fully agree," the majority wrote.

    
The 2-1 ruling keeps in place a decision from U.S. District Judge John C. Coughenour in Seattle, who blocked Trump's effort to end birthright citizenship and decried what he described as the administration's attempt to ignore the Constitution for political gain. Coughenour was the first to block the order.



    
        




    




The White House and Justice Department did not immediately respond to messages seeking comment. 
The Supreme Court has since restricted the power of lower court judges to issue orders that affect the whole country, known as nationwide injunctions. 

    
    
    
But the 9th Circuit majority found that the case fell under one of the exceptions left open by the justices. The case was filed by a group of states who argued that they need a nationwide order to prevent the problems that would be caused by birthright citizenship only being the law in half of the country. 
"We conclude that the district court did not abuse its discretion in issuing a universal injunction in order to give the States complete relief," Judge Michael Hawkins and Ronald Gould, both appointed by President Bill Clinton, wrote. 

    
Judge Patrick Bumatay, who was appointed by Trump, dissented. He found that the states don't have the legal right, or standing, to sue. "We should approach any request for universal relief with good faith skepticism, mindful that the invocation of 'complete relief' isn't a backdoor to universal injunctions," he wrote.
Bumatay did not weigh in on whether ending birthright citizenship would be constitutional. 
The Citizenship Clause of the 14th Amendment says that all people born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to U.S. jurisdiction, are citizens. 
Justice Department attorneys argue that the phrase "subject to United States jurisdiction" in the amendment means that citizenship isn't automatically conferred to children based on their birth location alone. 
The states -- Washington, Arizona, Illinois and Oregon -- argue that ignores the plain language of the Citizenship Clause as well as a landmark birthright citizenship case in 1898 where the Supreme Court found a child born in San Francisco to Chinese parents was a citizen by virtue of his birth on American soil. 


    
Trump's order asserts that a child born in the U.S. is not a citizen if the mother does not have legal immigration status or is in the country legally but temporarily, and the father is not a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident. At least nine lawsuits challenging the order have been filed around the U.S.
___ 
Associated Press writer Rebecca Boone contributed to this story. 
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    Venus Williams says she is engaged to Andrea Preti after her first singles win in 16 months
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            There are plenty of reasons why this particular victory by Venus Williams in this particular tennis match -- just one of hundreds -- resonated with so many folks. That she's 45, for one thing. Only one woman, Martina Navratilova, ever has won a tour-level singles match while older; her last victory came at 47 in 2004. 

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Venus Williams speaks during an interview after her win over Peyton Stearns after a match at the Citi Open tennis tournament Tuesday, July 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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[image: Venus Williams celebrates her win over Peyton Stearns during a match at the Citi Open tennis tournament Tuesday, July 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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            Venus Williams celebrates her win over Peyton Stearns during a match at the Citi Open tennis tournament Tuesday, July 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Venus Williams' winning return to the professional tennis tour also came with a surprise announcement: She is engaged.
After becoming the second-oldest woman to win a tour-level singles match, Williams gave thanks to her fiance, who was in the stands at the DC Open. He is Andrea Preti, who is a Danish-born Italian model and actor, according to the website IMDB.

The 45-year-old Williams hadn't played in a tournament in 16 months until entering the event in Washington. She won a doubles match on Monday and a singles match on Tuesday, before losing in doubles on Wednesday.
Williams, who has won seven Grand Slam singles titles, is scheduled to face Magdalena Frech in the second round on Thursday night.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/venus-williams-fiance-andrea-preti-14d23576afe2f6cf6746d2c41a91eb8b



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Sports

    Ravens' John Harbaugh on White House visit with Trump: 'I root for our president'




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Baltimore Ravens head coach John Harbaugh speaks to media after practice at the team's NFL football training camp, Wednesday, July 23, 2025, in Owings Mills, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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                                        OWINGS MILLS, Md. (AP) -- Baltimore Ravens coach John Harbaugh described his recent visit with President Donald Trump as simply another great opportunity to meet a chief executive.
Harbaugh and several family members -- including his brother, Los Angeles Chargers coach Jim Harbaugh -- were invited to the White House earlier this month. John Harbaugh talked about the trip after practice Wednesday.
In 2019, while lashing out at U.S. Rep. Elijah Cummings, Trump tweeted that the Democrat's Baltimore district was a "disgusting, rat and rodent infested mess" where "no human being would want to live." Harbaugh was asked about the decision to visit the White House in light of some of Trump's comments about the Ravens' home city.
"How you framed that question -- I would have framed that question like: 'You got a chance to go visit with the president, man. What was that experience like?'" Harbaugh said. "It was amazing. It was awesome. And I promise you I root for our president. I want our president to be successful just like I want my quarterback to be successful and I want my team to be successful, and it was an amazing experience."

    
John Harbaugh conceded that Jim Harbaugh has met more presidents than him.




    
        




    




"He's got seven, I got four. I had a chance to meet President Obama twice -- incredible experience. Had a chance to meet President Biden when he was vice president in Iraq, and spent a lot of time with him in Iraq," he said. "Jim got invited also to the White House to meet President Reagan because he was a Heisman Trophy candidate. We got to go as a family, so I met President Reagan -- have a picture in my office of that."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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                    Sports

    Miami Dolphins' Bayron Matos airlifted to hospital after training camp injury




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Miami Dolphins offensive tackle Bayron Matos (70) does drills at the NFL football team's training camp, Wednesday, July 23, 2025, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Miami Dolphins tackle Bayron Matos (79) stands on the sidelines before the start of a preseason NFL football game against the Atlanta Falcons, Friday, Aug. 9, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Doug Murray, File(]
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[image: Miami Dolphins offensive tackle Bayron Matos (79) protects the passer during a preseason NFL football game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Friday, Aug. 23, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Peter Joneleit, File(]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Miami Dolphins offensive tackle Bayron Matos (79) protects the passer during a preseason NFL football game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Friday, Aug. 23, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Peter Joneleit, File(

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            ALANIS THAMES

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) -- Miami Dolphins offensive lineman Bayron Matos suffered an undisclosed injury at the end of Wednesday's practice and was flown to a hospital on a helicopter.
The injury happened in the final minutes of Day 1 of the Dolphins' training camp. Matos, a second-year offensive tackle, was airlifted in stable condition, the team said.
The Dolphins did not release information on the injury.
"It's a really heartbreaking part of the game," said Dolphins offensive lineman Austin Jackson. "Very tough."
Matos, born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, went undrafted in 2024 but signed with the Dolphins as a free agent through the NFL's International Player Pathway Program -- an initiative that gives athletes from countries outside the U.S. a chance to play in the NFL.
He spent time on Miami's practice squad over the past year before signing a reserve/future contract in January. He has not played in an NFL game.

A two-sport athlete in basketball and baseball in his youth, Matos, 24, only started playing football in 2022. He walked on to the South Florida football team in 2022 with no prior experience.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dolphins-bayron-matos-hospital-d6a016dfd505f97c4e4300909601c0f1



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Entertainment

    After much speculation, Stevie Nicks and Lindsey Buckingham announce 'Buckingham Nicks' reissue




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This album cover image provided by Rhino Records shows "Buckingham Nicks" by Stevie Nicks and Lindsey Buckingham. (Rhino Records via AP)]
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[image: Stevie Nicks. left, and Lindsey Buckingham of Fleetwood Mac perform in Los Angeles on July 3, 2013 . (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)]
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            By 
            MARIA SHERMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- They're not going their own way anymore. After much speculation, Fleetwood Mac's Stevie Nicks and Lindsey Buckingham announced Wednesday the reissue of "Buckingham Nicks," more than 50 years after the release of their only full-length album as a duo.
Originally released in 1973, "Buckingham Nicks" is not currently available on streaming platforms. According to Discogs, the album was last issued on vinyl on the Polydor label in the U.S. in 1981. The remastered version arrives Sept. 19 via Rhino Records' high-fidelity series and was sourced from the original analog master tapes. The album will also receive a CD and digital release for the first time, and the opening track, "Crying in the Night," was available to stream Wednesday.
Buckingham and Nicks were in their early to mid-20s during the making of their album. "It was a very natural thing, from the beginning," Nicks says in the re-release's liner notes, written by music journalist David Fricke. 

    
Despite their relative inexperience, "it stands up in a way you would hope it would, by these two kids who were pretty young to be doing that work," Buckingham says, according to the announcement release. 
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[image: Music historian and journalist Brian Mansfield holds an original pressing of the "Buckingham Nicks" vinyl record at his home in Nashville, Tenn., Wednesday, July 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Kristin M. Hall)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                'Buckingham Nicks' was a record store holy grail for decades. It's finally getting reissued
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Noel, left, and Liam Gallagher, of Oasis, perform in Vancouver, B.C., on Aug. 27, 2008. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                8 bands divided by lawsuits: It's not just Jane's Addiction
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Christine McVie from the band Fleetwood Mac performs at Madison Square Garden in New York on Oct. 6, 2014. McVie, the soulful British musician who sang lead on many of Fleetwood Mac's biggest hits, has died at 79. The band announced her death on social media Wednesday. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Christine McVie, Fleetwood Mac singer-songwriter, dies at 79
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




The reissue announcement was foreshadowed by cryptic Instagram posts last week. Both Nicks and Buckingham shared handwritten lyrics to their official social media accounts.
"And if you go forward..." Nicks posted, a line from their song "Frozen Love," which appears on "Buckingham Nicks."

    
"I'll meet you there," Buckingham shared, completing the lyric.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stevie Nicks. left, and Lindsey Buckingham of Fleetwood Mac perform in Los Angeles on July 3, 2013 . (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)]
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In 2011, Buckingham told Uncut that he and Nicks had "every intention of putting that album back out and possibly even doing something along with it, but I can't put any specifics on that." In 2013, on the album's 40th anniversary, Fleetwood Mac released "Extended Play," their first new studio material since 2003's "Say You Will." The four-track collection featured a song titled "Without You," which had been originally slated for "Buckingham Nicks."
The reissued version of "Buckingham Nicks" features the same album cover as the original, despite Nicks' public dissatisfaction with the photograph, telling classic rock magazine MOJO that she "felt like a rat in a trap" during the shoot.
"I'm actually quite prudish. So when they suggested they shoot Lindsey and I nude I could not have been more terrified if you'd asked me to jump off a speeding train," Nicks told MOJO in 2013. "Lindsey was like, 'Oh, come on -- this is art. Don't be a child!' I thought, 'Who are you? Don't you know me?'"
"Buckingham Nicks" was released one year before they joined Fleetwood Mac, and was met with little commercial success. But it did attract the attention of Mick Fleetwood, who invited Buckingham to join Fleetwood Mac. Buckingham in turn insisted Nicks come, too. The two, then a couple, became the central faces, voices and songwriters of the group for the four decades that followed.
The pair's tumultuous relationship appeared across the band's discography: She wrote "Dreams" about him. He wrote "Go Your Own Way" about her. Infamously, they broke up while writing the 1977 hit album "Rumours." Footage of Nicks staring down Buckingham 20 years later during a performance of "Silver Springs" routinely goes viral ("You'll never get away from the sound of the woman that loves you," Nicks and Buckingham sing in unison, at one point, holding each other's gaze.)

    
Buckingham left the band in 1987, returning in 1996. The last time the band reunited, however, for a 2018-2019 tour, the rest of the members kicked Buckingham out, and as a result, he sued them. He claimed he was told five days after the group appeared at Radio City Music Hall that the band would tour without him. He says he would have been paid at least $12 million for his share of the proceeds. Later that year, Buckingham said they had settled the lawsuit.
Both Buckingham and Nicks have also released reams of solo music. Some fans had theorized that Nicks and Buckingham were teasing a Fleetwood Mac reunion, which would have been the first since the death of vocalist, songwriter and keyboard player Christine McVie in 2022. 
Last year, Nicks told MOJO that without McVie, "there is no chance of putting Fleetwood Mac back together in any way."
___

This story has been updated to correct reporting that "Buckingham Nicks" has never been reissued. The album was last issued on vinyl on the Polydor label in the U.S. in 1981. 
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                    Entertainment

    Hulk Hogan, icon in professional wrestling, dies at age 71




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Hulk Hogan rips his shirt before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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            By 
            CURT ANDERSON and ED WHITE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CLEARWATER, Fla. (AP) -- Hulk Hogan, a mustachioed, headscarf-wearing icon in professional wrestling who turned the sport into a massive business and cultural touchstone, died Thursday at age 71, Florida police said.
In Clearwater, Florida, authorities responded to a morning call about a cardiac arrest. Hogan was pronounced dead at a hospital, police said in a statement on Facebook. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hulk Hogan, whose given name is Terry Bollea, waits in the courtroom during a break in his trial against Gawker Media in St. Petersburg, Fla., March 9, 2016. (AP Photo/Steve Nesius, Pool, File)]
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Hogan, whose real name was Terry Bollea, was perhaps the biggest star in WWE's long history. He was the main draw for the first WrestleMania in 1985 and was a fixture for years, facing everyone from Andre The Giant and Randy Savage to The Rock and even company chairman Vince McMahon.
He won at least six WWE championships and was inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame in 2005.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: World Wrestling Federation heavyweight champion Hulk Hogan, left, and Mr. T. appear at a news conference on March 18, 1985, in New York's Madison Square Garden. (AP Photo/Corey Struller, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    World Wrestling Federation heavyweight champion Hulk Hogan, left, and Mr. T. appear at a news conference on March 18, 1985, in New York's Madison Square Garden. (AP Photo/Corey Struller, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
"One of pop culture's most recognizable figures, Hogan helped WWE achieve global recognition in the 1980s. WWE extends its condolences to Hogan's family, friends, and fans," WWE said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hulk Hogan fires up the crowd between matches at WrestleMania 21 at the Staples Center in Los Angeles, April 3, 2005. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson, File)]
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"Hulkamania," as the energy he created was called, started running wild in the mid-1980s and pushed professional wrestling into the mainstream. He was a flag-waving American hero with the horseshoe mustache, red and yellow gear and massive arms he called his "24-inch pythons." 


In recent years, Hogan has waded further into politics.
At the 2024 Republican National Convention, Hogan merged classic WWE maneuvers with President Donald Trump's rhetoric to vociferously endorse his longtime acquaintance.

    
    
    
"Let Trumpamania run wild! Let Trumpamania rule again! Let Trumpamania make America Great Again!" Hogan shouted into the crowd.
He ripped off a t-shirt emblazoned with a picture of himself on a motorcycle to reveal a bright red Trump-Vance campaign shirt underneath. Then-presidential candidate Trump stood to applaud the move.

    
In 2016, a Florida jury awarded Hogan $115 million in his sex tape lawsuit against Gawker Media and then added $25 million in punitive damages. Hogan sued after Gawker in 2012 posted a video of him having sex with his former best friend's wife. He contended the post violated his privacy.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hulk Hogan poses during the MTV Video Music Awards Forum at Radio City Music Hall, Aug. 30, 2006, in New York. (AP Photo/Jason DeCrow, File)]
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Hogan smiled and wore black throughout the three-week trial.
"Everywhere I show up, people treat me like I'm still the champ," he said of the support from fans.
Hogan first became champion in what was then the World Wrestling Federation in 1984, and pro wrestling took off from there. His popularity helped lead to the creation of the annual WrestleMania event in 1985, when he teamed up with Mr. T to beat "Rowdy" Roddy Piper and "Mr. Wonderful" Paul Orndorff in the main event.
He slammed and beat Andre the Giant at WrestleMania III in 1987, and the WWF gained momentum. His feud with the late "Macho Man" Randy Savage - perhaps his greatest rival -- carried pro wrestling even further.
Hogan was a central figure in what is known as the Monday Night Wars. The WWE and World Championship Wrestling were battling for ratings supremacy in 1996. Hogan tilted things in WCW's favor with the birth of the Hollywood Hogan character and the formation of the New World Order, a villainous stable that put WCW ahead in the ratings.

    
He returned to the WWE in 2002 and became a champion again. His match with The Rock at WrestleMania X8, a loss during which fans cheered for his "bad guy" character, was seen as a passing of the torch.

He was perhaps as known for his larger-than-life personality as he was his in-ring exploits. He was beloved for his "promos," hype sessions he used to draw fans into matches. He often would play off his interviewer, "Mean" Gene Okerlund, starting his interviews off with, "Well, lemme tell ya something, Mean Gene!"
He crossed over into movies and television as well. He was Thunderlips in the movie Rocky III in 1982.
---
White reported from Detroit. AP writer Safiyah Riddle contributed from Montgomery, Alabama.
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                    Entertainment

    'Happy Gilmore' became a cult comedy. 29 years later, Adam Sandler is swinging again
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            Adam Sandler never thought he'd return to "Happy Gilmore." Now the golf comedy sequel is hitting Netflix as one of the most-anticipated films of the summer. (July 22)
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            Bad Bunny brings his love of comedy to 'Happy Gilmore 2'

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Netflix shows Benito Antonio Martinez Ocasio, left, and Adam Sandler in a scene from "Happy Gilmore 2." (Scott Yamano/Netflix via AP)]
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            This image released by Netflix shows Benito Antonio Martinez Ocasio, left, and Adam Sandler in a scene from "Happy Gilmore 2." (Scott Yamano/Netflix via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bad Bunny, left, and Adam Sandler attend the premiere of Netflix's "Happy Gilmore 2" at Jazz at Lincoln Center on Monday, July 21, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)]
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            Bad Bunny, left, and Adam Sandler attend the premiere of Netflix's "Happy Gilmore 2" at Jazz at Lincoln Center on Monday, July 21, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Netflix shows Adam Sandler in a scene from "Happy Gilmore 2." (Netflix via AP)]
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            This image released by Netflix shows Adam Sandler in a scene from "Happy Gilmore 2." (Netflix via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Netflix shows Christopher McDonald, left, and Adam Sandler in a scene from "Happy Gilmore 2." (Scott Yamano/Netflix via AP)]
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            This image released by Netflix shows Christopher McDonald, left, and Adam Sandler in a scene from "Happy Gilmore 2." (Scott Yamano/Netflix via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Netflix shows Adam Sandler, left, and John Daly in a scene from "Happy Gilmore 2." (Scott Yamano/Netflix via AP)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            7 of 9 | 
            This image released by Netflix shows Adam Sandler, left, and John Daly in a scene from "Happy Gilmore 2." (Scott Yamano/Netflix via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Netflix shows Julie Bowen in a scene from "Happy Gilmore 2." (Netflix via AP)]
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            This image released by Netflix shows Julie Bowen in a scene from "Happy Gilmore 2." (Netflix via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jackie Sandler, left, and Adam Sandler attend the premiere of Netflix's "Happy Gilmore 2" at Jazz at Lincoln Center on Monday, July 21, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)]
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            Jackie Sandler, left, and Adam Sandler attend the premiere of Netflix's "Happy Gilmore 2" at Jazz at Lincoln Center on Monday, July 21, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JAKE COYLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- "Happy Gilmore" was born on the range.
When Adam Sandler was a kid growing up in New Hampshire, his father was an avid golfer. He'd often take his son along to hit balls at the driving range. But Sandler was uninterested in the sport, and usually got antsy.
"Why don't you bring a friend?" his dad told him. So Sandler took his buddy, Kyle McDonough, a star hockey player who'd later turn professional.
"He never played before but he was cracking the ball so far," Sandler recalls. "So when I started becoming a comedian and me and (Tim) Herlihy were writing stuff and stand-up and talking about movies, I started thinking about a guy who could hit it really big and had a hockey player mentality."
"Happy Gilmore," released in 1996, was Sander and Herlihy's second movie, following "Billy Madison." Sandler was just exiting "Saturday Night Live." Herlihy was Sandler's roommate at New York University and became a lawyer before Sandler got him to stick to writing comedy. (You might remember the "Herlihy Boy" sketch.)

    
"We had just done our first movie, 'Billy Madison,' and we put every idea we ever had for a movie in that movie," says Herlihy. "So when they said we could do another movie, it was like, 'What are we going to do this movie about?'"

    
    
    
"Happy Gilmore," released in February 1996, became one of the most beloved comedies of the '90s and codified the hockey-style swing as a mainstay on golf courses. "A hop, skip and a hit," as Sandler says. The movie also made comic heroes of Bob Barker, Christopher McDonald and Carl Weathers, and made lines like "Are you too good for your home?" plausible things to ask golf balls.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Netflix shows Christopher McDonald, left, and Adam Sandler in a scene from "Happy Gilmore 2." (Scott Yamano/Netflix via AP)]
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Like most cult comedies, "Happy Gilmore" didn't start out an obvious instant classic, though. "A one-joke 'Caddyshack' for the blitzed and jaded," wrote EW. "To describe Happy's antics as boorish is putting it mildly," wrote The New York Times. "'Happy Gilmore' tells the story of a violent sociopath," wrote Roger Ebert. He called it "the latest in the dumber and dumbest sweepstakes."

    
"Happy Gilmore" was a box-office success, grossing $39 million in the U.S. and Canada. And through worn-out DVDs and regular TV reruns, it became a favorite to generations of golfers and a staple of goofy '90s comedy.
"I can't even tell you how many times I've seen that movie," says the actor-filmmaker Benny Safdie, who co-directed Sandler in "Uncut Gems." "It was on an endless loop. I had the DVD and I just kept watching it. I can close my eyes and see the movie end to end. It's one of my favorite movies."
Now, nearly three decades later, and after years of batting away pleas for a sequel, Sandler has finally put Happy's Bruins jersey back on. "Happy Gilmore 2," which Netflix will debut Friday, is arguably the most anticipated streaming release of the summer.

    
Avoiding a comedy sequel curse
Sandler was well aware of the checkered history of comedy sequels. Movies like "Zoolander 2" and "Anchorman 2" have struggled to recapture the freewheeling spirit of the originals. The movie Sandler counts as his favorite, "Caddyshack" -- so much so that he was initially hesitant to make a golf comedy -- spawned 1988's woebegone "Caddyshack II." 

    
"If someone brought it up to us, we were like, 'Yeah, no, we're not going to do that,'" Sandler said in a recent interview alongside Herlihy. "There was no moment we went 'Aha.' It just kind of happened. The last couple years, we were talking about Happy and how it might be funny if he was down and out."
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In "Happy Gilmore 2," co-written by Sandler and Herlihy, Happy is a decorated retired golfer with four sons and a daughter (played by Sandler's daughter, Sunny Sandler). But after a tragic incident and falling on hard times, he's lured back into golf. This time, though, Happy is an insider, motivated to protect the sport. Safdie co-stars as the founder of Maxi Golf, a new circus-like tour with long hitters.
"We thought it could be fun to write something like that" says Sandler. "It kind of connected to our lives and this age, and wanting to make a full-on comedy. There's nothing better than dropping a comedy and trying to make people laugh, to us. It feels like why we originally got into this business."

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Netflix shows Benito Antonio Martinez Ocasio, left, and Adam Sandler in a scene from "Happy Gilmore 2." (Scott Yamano/Netflix via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Netflix shows Julie Bowen in a scene from "Happy Gilmore 2." (Netflix via AP)]
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Big, broad comedies have grown almost extinct in the decades since "Happy Gilmore." Returning to that style of comedy was, for Sandler and Herlihy, the best reason to make the sequel. For the 58-year-old friends and regular collaborators, it was a chance to riff like they used to. 
"We were outlining the story together and then we were like, 'We should watch the first one again, man,'" Sandler says. "We're going off of our memory of so many things, hanging out with Carl Weathers and Bob Barker and all that stuff. Then we watched it and we were like, 'Oh, yeah.' It was a tone."
"It made a little more sense than 'Billy Madison,'" says Herlihy, "but we weren't afraid to swing, swing, swing."

    
A supporting cast of PGA winners
Cameos, of course, were a major part of "Happy Gilmore." (The Bob Barker scene was originally written for Ed McMahon.) In the years since, many of the faces of the original have died, including Barker, Weathers, Frances Bay, the hulking Richard Kiel and Joe Flaherty, who played the heckler. Even the golf ball-stealing alligator, Morris, has passed on. "Happy Gilmore 2," unusually elegiac for a proudly silly comedy, nods to all of them. 
For the sequel, many others, like Travis Kelce, Bad Bunny and Margaret Qualley, were lining up to be a part of it. So were pro golfers. Just about all the big names in golf, including several legends, appear. The day after winning Sunday's British Open, Scottie Scheffler flew to New York for the premiere.

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    Bad Bunny brings his love of comedy to 'Happy Gilmore 2'

                

                
            
        

    


Over the years, Herlihy and Sandler have seen a lot of them try "the Happy Gilmore."
"I feel like when these golfers try to do it, these pros, they're 5% thinking, 'Maybe this will work,'" says Herlihy, laughing.
"I played with Bryson (DeChambeau) like a week ago and when he did it, it was ridiculous," adds Sandler. "He literally blasted it 360 and just kept walking. I was like, 'Did he just smash the Happy Gilmore and not even think about it?'"
It's possible that "the Happy Gilmore" will even outlive the movies. There's a good chance that, even as you read this, somewhere some kid is trying it, hoping to get a laugh and maybe get it on the fairway, too. 

"When we were putting it together, I called my dad and asked him if it was legal. He was like, 'I don't see why not,'" Sandler remembers. "Then there are some people who look at it and go: 'It does help you swing hard. It gives you more momentum. You turn your hips faster. Maybe it's a good thing.'"
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    US automakers say Trump's 15% tariff deal with Japan puts them at a disadvantage




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump greets people during a reception for Republican members of Congress in the East Room of the White House, Tuesday, July 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks during a reception for Republican members of Congress in the East Room of the White House, Tuesday, July 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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            By 
            JOSH BOAK and ALEXA ST. JOHN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- U.S. automakers worry that President Donald Trump's agreement to tariff Japanese vehicles at 15% would put them at a competitive disadvantage, saying they will face steeper import taxes on steel, aluminum and parts than their competitors.
"We need to review all the details of the agreement, but this is a deal that will charge lower tariffs on Japanese autos with no U.S. content," said Matt Blunt, president of the American Automotive Policy Council, which represents the Big 3 American automakers, General Motors, Ford and Jeep-maker Stellantis.
Blunt said in an interview the U.S. companies and workers "definitely are at a disadvantage" because they face a 50% tariff on steel and aluminum and a 25% tariff on parts and finished vehicles, with some exceptions for products covered under the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement that went into effect in 2020.

    
The domestic automaker reaction reveals the challenge of enforcing policies across the world economy, showing that for all of Trump's promises there can be genuine tradeoffs from policy choices that risk serious blowback in politically important states such as Michigan and Wisconsin, where automaking is both a source of income and of identity.



    
        




    




The United Auto Workers said in a statement it was "deeply angered" by the deal. "A better deal would have held Japanese automakers to the same standards U.S. workers have fought for at GM, Ford, and Stellantis," the UAW said. 

    
    * Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


"If this becomes the blueprint for trade with Europe or South Korea, it will be a major missed opportunity," the union added. "We need trade deals that raise standards -- not reward the race to the bottom. This deal does the opposite."

    
    
    
Trump portrayed the trade framework as a major win after announcing it on Tuesday, saying it would add hundreds of thousands of jobs to the U.S. economy and open the Japanese economy in ways that could close a persistent trade imbalance. The agreement includes a 15% tariff that replaces the 25% import tax the Republican president had threatened to charge starting on Aug. 1. Japan would also put together $550 billion to invest in U.S. projects at the "direction" of the president, the White House said.

    
The framework with Japan will remove regulations that prevent American vehicles from being sold in that country, the White House has said, adding that it would be possible for vehicles built in Detroit to be shipped directly to Japan and ready to be sold.
But Blunt said that foreign auto producers, including the U.S., Europe and South Korea, have just a 6% share in Japan, raising skepticism that simply having the open market that the Trump administration says will exist in that country will be sufficient.
"Tough nut to crack, and I'd be very surprised if we see any meaningful market penetration in Japan," Blunt said.
Asked at Wednesday's briefing about whether Trump's sectoral tariffs such as those on autos were now subject to possible change, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said that the issue had been going through the Commerce Department.

    
The framework with Japan was also an indication that some nations simply saw it as preferential to have a set tariff rate rather than be whipsawed by Trump's changes on import taxes since April. But for the moment, both Japan and the United Kingdom with its quotas on auto exports might enjoy a competitive edge in the U.S.
"With this agreement in place it provides Japan with a near-term operating cost advantage compared to other foreign automakers, and even some domestic U.S. product that uses a high degree of both foreign production and parts content," said Karl Brauer, executive analyst at iSeeCars. "It will be interesting to see if this is the first domino to fall in a series of foreign countries that decide long-term stability is more important that short term disputes over specific tariff rates."
Autos Drive America, an organization that represents major Japanese companies Toyota, Honda and Nissan and other international automakers, said in a statement that it is "encouraged" by the announced trade framework and noted its members have exceeded domestic automaker production for the past two years.

    
The statement urged "the Trump administration to swiftly reach similar agreements with other allies and partners, especially the European Union, South Korea, Canada and Mexico."
The Japanese framework could give automakers and other countries grounds for pushing for changes in the Trump administration's tariffs regime. The president has previously said that he values flexibility in negotiating import taxes. The USMCA is up for review next year.
Ford, GM and Stellantis do "have every right to be upset," said Sam Fiorani, vice president at consultancy AutoForecast Solutions. But "Honda, Toyota, and Nissan still import vehicles from Mexico and Canada, where the current levels of tariffs can be higher than those applied to Japanese imports. Most of the high-volume models from Japanese brands are already produced in North America."

    
Fiorani noted that among the few exceptions are the Toyota 4Runner, the Mazda CX-5 and the Subaru Forester, but most of the other imports fill niches that are too small to warrant production in the U.S.

"There will be negotiations between the U.S. and Canada and Mexico, and it will probably result in tariffs no higher than 15%," Fiorani added, "but nobody seems to be in a hurry to negotiate around the last Trump administration's free trade agreement."
___
St. John contributed from Detroit.
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    Tesla's profit plunges again as the fallout from Musk's politics continues to repel buyers




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A Tesla level three Electric vehicle charger is visible, Feb. 2, 2024, in Kennesaw, Ga., near Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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            By 
            BERNARD CONDON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The fallout from Elon Musk's plunge into politics a year ago is still hammering his Tesla business as both sales and profits dropped sharply again in the latest quarter.
The car company that has faced boycotts for months said Wednesday that revenue dropped 12% and profits slumped 16% in the three months through June as buyers continued to stay away.
"The perception of Elon Musk, its chief executive, has rubbed the sheen right out of what once was a darling and soaring automotive brand," wrote Forrester analyst Dipanjan Chatterjee in an email. Tesla is "a toxic brand that is inseparable from its leader."
Quarterly profits at the electric vehicle, battery and robotics company fell to $1.17 billion, or 33 cents a share, from $1.4 billion, or 40 cents a share. That was the third quarter in a row that profit dropped. On an adjusted basis, the company said it earned 40 cents a share, matching Wall Street estimates.

    
Revenue fell from $25.5 billion to $22.5 billion in the April through June period, slightly above Wall Street's forecast. 
Tesla shares fell 3% in after-hours trading. 



    
        




    




Musk spent the company's earnings conference call talking less about car sales and more about robotaxis, automated driving software and robotics, which he says is the future of the company. But those businesses have yet to take off, and the gap between promise and profit was apparent in the second quarter.

    
    
    
"It appears management's focus will now shift to robotaxis and away from deliveries growth," said Morningstar analyst Seth Goldstein, referring to car sales.
A big challenge is that potential buyers not just in the U.S. but Europe are still balking at buying Teslas. Musk alienated many in the market for cars in Great Britain, France, Germany and elsewhere by embracing far-right politicians there. And rival electric vehicle makers such as China's BYD and German's Volkswagen have pounced on the weakness, stealing market share. 

    
Tesla began a rollout in June of its paid robotaxi service in Austin, Texas, and hopes to introduce the driverless cabs in several other cities soon. Musk has said he expects to have hundreds of thousands of the cabs on U.S. roads by the end of next year.
In the post-earnings call, Musk said the service will be available to probably "half of the population of the U.S. by the end of the year -- that's at least our goal, subject to regulatory approvals."
He added, "We are being very cautious. We don't want to take any chances."
The test run in Austin has mostly gone off without a hitch, though there have been a few alarming incidents, such as when a robotaxi went down a lane meant for opposing traffic.
With autonomous taxis, though, the billionaire who upended the space race and EV manufacturing faces tough competition. The dominant provider now, Waymo, is already in several cities and recently logged its ten-millionth paid trip.
Meanwhile, other threats loom. The new federal budget just passed by Congress eliminates a credit worth as much as $7,500 for buying an electric car. It also wipes out penalties for car makers exceeding carbon emission standards. That threatens Tesla's business of selling its "carbon credits" to traditional car companies that regularly fall short of those standards.

    
Tesla generated $439 million from credit sales, down sharply from $890 million a year ago.
"We're in this weird transition period where we'll lose a lot of incentives in the U.S.," Musk said, predicting several rough quarters ahead. He added, though, "Once you get to autonomy at scale in the second half of next year, certainly by the end of next year, I would be surprised if Tesla's economics are not very compelling."
One way for Tesla to boost sales while waiting for that future: A cheaper model. The company now is planning to introduce that to the market in the last three months of the year. Tesla had previously said that was going to happen by June this year.
Musk also said he expected regulatory approval to introduce its so-called Full Self-Driving software in some parts of Europe by the end of the year. Musk had previously expected that to happen by March of this year. The feature, which is available in the U.S., is a misnomer because it is only a driver-assistance feature. 

    
In the robot business, Musk said he expects explosive growth as Tesla ramps up production of its humanoid Optimus helpers to 100,000 a month in five years.
"We'll go from a world where robots are rare to where they're so common that you don't even look up," he said.
Asked about whether he would want more than his current 13% stake in Tesla to keep control, Musk said he did want more but not too much. 
"I think my control over Tesla should be enough to ensure that it goes in a good direction," he said, "but not so much control that I can't be thrown out if I go crazy."

    
Gross margins for the quarter, a measure of earnings for each dollar of revenue, fell to 17.2% from 18% a year earlier.

A highlight from the quarter was from something far removed from cars and robots: the company's investment in bitcoin. That bet generated a $284 million paper gain, compared with a loss the previous quarter.
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    Philly cheesesteak maker challenged by the ever-rising cost of beef
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            Ken Silver knows beef because he knows Philly cheesesteak. He hopes that a summer spike in how much he pays for his restaurant's main product doesn't cause heartburn for him or his customers. (AP Video: Tassanee Vejpongsa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Thinly sliced strips of beef set in a tray for cheesesteaks in a tray at Jim's South St. in Philadelphia, Wednesday, July 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Beef slices for cheesesteaks are being cooked at Jim's South St. in Philadelphia, Wednesday, July 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Malik Everett fries beef for a cheesesteak at Jim's South St. in Philadelphia, Wednesday, July 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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            Malik Everett fries beef for a cheesesteak at Jim's South St. in Philadelphia, Wednesday, July 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            TASSANEE VEJPONGSA and ED WHITE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- Ken Silver knows beef because he knows Philly cheesesteak. He hopes that a summer spike in how much he pays for his restaurant's main product doesn't cause heartburn for him or his customers.
Silver, president of Jim's South St. in Philadelphia, said he might have to raise prices for his popular sandwiches to offset the rising cost of beef or even declare a market price, which is commonly associated with seafood.
"I really hate to do that," said Silver, whose father started the business in 1976.
U.S. beef prices have been steadily rising over the past 20 years because the supply of cattle remains tight while beef remains popular. 
Silver said the price of beef from his supplier now is about $1 more per pound than it was a year ago. And that is on top of a roughly 50% increase when he reopened in 2024 after a fire -- "crazy," as he put it.

    
"Our strategy right now is just absorbing the price and hoping that we see a reduction after the summer months are over, the grilling season and all the rest," Silver said Wednesday.
He said a cheesesteak sandwich at Jim's South St. costs $13.49, up from $11.49 in 2022, when the restaurant was forced to close for nearly two years due to fire. Cheesesteaks typically are made with thinly sliced beef, cheese and onions, though other toppings are possible, too. 



    
        




    




For consumers, the average price of a pound of ground beef rose to $6.12 in June, up nearly 12% from a year ago, according to U.S. government data. The average price of all uncooked beef steaks rose 8% to $11.49 per pound.


    
    
    
"We've taken a hit, profitability-wise, just to maintain what our customers would expect to get when they come to us: a reasonably priced cheesesteak of the best quality they can find," Silver said.
A customer, Bryan Williams, suggested a price hike wouldn't discourage him from placing an order.
"That's just how things are going lately," he said. "There's really nothing that they can do about it."
___
White reported from Detroit.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/beef-prices-philly-cheesesteaks-aaf1fabd25e019dc789ced391759b08c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Science

    Scientists in Barbados overturn hundreds of rocks to rediscover world's smallest-known snake




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This photo provided by Re:wild shows the Barbados threadsnake next to a ruler, in the Scotland District of St. Andrew, Barbados, Thursday, March 20, 2025. (Connor Blades/Re:wild via AP)]
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            By 
            DANICA COTO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- For nearly two decades, no one had spotted the world's smallest-known snake.
Some scientists worried that maybe the Barbados threadsnake had become extinct, but one sunny morning, Connor Blades lifted a rock in a tiny forest in the eastern Caribbean island and held his breath.
"After a year of searching, you begin to get a little pessimistic," said Blades, project officer with the Ministry of Environment in Barbados.
The snake can fit comfortably on a coin, so it was able to elude scientists for almost 20 years. Too tiny to identify with the naked eye, Blades placed it in a small glass jar and added soil, substrate and leaf litter.
Several hours later, in front of a microscope at the University of the West Indies, Blades looked at the specimen. It wriggled in the petri dish, making it nearly impossible to identify.

    
"It was a struggle," Blades recalled, adding that he shot a video of the snake and finally identified it thanks to a still image.
It had pale yellow dorsal lines running through its body, and its eyes were located on the side of its head.
"I tried to keep a level head," Blades recalled, knowing that the Barbados threadsnake looks very much like a Brahminy blind snake, best known as the flower pot snake, which is a bit longer and has no dorsal lines.



    
        




    




On Wednesday, the Re:wild conservation group, which is collaborating with the local environment ministry, announced the rediscovery of the Barbados threadsnake.

    
    
    
"Rediscovering one of our endemics on many levels is significant," said Justin Springer, Caribbean program officer for Re:wild who helped rediscover the snake along with Blades. "It reminds us that we still have something important left that plays an important role in our ecosystem."
The Barbados threadsnake has only been seen a handful of times since 1889. It was on a list of 4,800 plant, animal and fungi species that Re:wild described as "lost to science."

    
The snake is blind, burrows in the ground, eats termites and ants and lays one single, slender egg. Fully grown, it measures up to four inches (10 centimeters).
"They're very cryptic," Blades said. "You can do a survey for a number of hours, and even if they are there, you may actually not see them."
But on March 20 at around 10:30 a.m., Blades and Springer surrounded a jack-in-the-box tree in central Barbados and started looking under rocks while the rest of the team began measuring the tree, whose distribution is very limited in Barbados.
"That's why the story is so exciting," Springer said. "It all happened around the same time."
S. Blair Hedges, a professor at Temple University and director of its center for biology, was the first to identify the Barbados threadsnake. Previously, it was mistakenly lumped in with another species.
In 2008, Hedges' discovery was published in a scientific journal, with the snake baptized Tetracheilostoma carlae, in honor of his wife.
"I spent days searching for them," Hedges recalled. "Based on my observations and the hundreds of rocks, objects that I turned over looking for this thing without success, I do think it is a rare species."

    
That was June 2006, and there were only three other such specimens known at the time: two at a London museum and a third at a museum collection in California that was wrongly identified as being from Antigua instead of Barbados, Hedges said.
Hedges said that he didn't realize he had collected a new species until he did a genetic analysis.
"The aha moment was in the laboratory," he said, noting that the discovery established the Barbados threadsnake as the world's smallest-known snake.
Hedges then became inundated for years with letters, photographs and emails from people thinking they had found more Barbados threadsnakes. Some of the pictures were of earthworms, he recalled.
"It was literally years of distraction," he said.
Scientists hope the rediscovery means that the Barbados threadsnake could become a champion for the protection of wildlife habitat.
A lot of endemic species on the tiny island have gone extinct, including the Barbados racer, the Barbados skink and a particular species of cave shrimp.

"I hope they can get some interest in protecting it," Hedges said. "Barbados is kind of unique in the Caribbean for a bad reason: it has the least amount of original forest, outside of Haiti."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/barbados-smallest-snake-rediscovered-threadsnake-9bd072caaa335c7d45b1f0b294bf897f
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    A 100,000-year-old burial site in Israel is changing what we know about early humans




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Volunteers work in Tinshemet Cave, where archaeologists are excavating one of the world's oldest known burial sites, dating back 100,000 years, near Shoam, Israel, Tuesday, July 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]



        

        
        
            
                    Volunteers work in Tinshemet Cave, where archaeologists are excavating one of the world's oldest known burial sites, dating back 100,000 years, near Shoam, Israel, Tuesday, July 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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                                        SHOHAM, Israel (AP) -- Archaeologists believe they have found one of the oldest burial sites in the world at a cave in Israel, where the well-preserved remains of early humans dating back some 100,000 years were carefully arranged in pits.
The findings at Tinshemet Cave in central Israel, published in an academic journal earlier this year, build on previous discoveries in northern Israel and add to a growing understanding of the origins of human burial. 

    
Of particular interest to archaeologists are objects found beside the remains that may have been used during ceremonies to honor the dead and could shed light on how our ancient ancestors thought about spirituality and the afterlife. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fruit bats squeak inside in Tinshemet Cave, where archaeologists are excavating one of the world's oldest known burial sites, dating back 100,000 years, near Shoam, Israel, Tuesday, July 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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"This is an amazing revolutionary innovation for our species," said Yossi Zaidner, one of the directors of the Tinshemet excavation and a professor of archaeology at Hebrew University in Jerusalem. "It's actually the first time we are starting to use this behavior." 
Archaeologists working at Tinshemet since 2016 have discovered the remains of five early humans that date back to around 110,000 to 100,000 years ago, according to various technologies.



    
        




    




The skeletons were discovered in pits and carefully arranged in a fetal position, which is known as a burial position, said Zaidner. Many were found with objects, such as basalt pebbles, animal remains or fragments of ochre, a reddish pigment made from iron-rich rocks.
These objects, some sourced from hundreds of kilometers (miles) away, had no known practical use for daily life, so experts believe they were part of rituals meant to honor the dead. 

    
A window into early human burials
Tinshemet Cave is a dark slash in central Israel's rolling hills filled with squeaking fruit bats. Inside and around the cave is an unassuming stone mound which Zaidner calls "one of the three or four most important sites for study of human evolution and behavior during the Paleolithic time." 
The Paleolithic era, also known as the Stone Age because of the onset of stone tools, lasted from as early as 3.3 million years ago until around 10,000 years ago. Tinshemet Cave is from the Middle Paleolithic era, roughly between 250,000 to 30,000 years ago.
Some of the Tinshemet researchers' core findings were published in March in Nature Human Behavior. A key discovery were the remains of five early humans, including two full skeletons and three isolated skulls with other bones and teeth. Also of note were more than 500 differently sized fragments of red and orange ochre, a pigment created by heating iron-rich stones to a certain temperature -- evidence that early humans had the means to create decorative objects.
"Here we see a really complex set of behaviors, not related to just food and surviving," Zaidner said. 

    
Using hand chisels and delicate, pen-sized pneumatic drills that resemble dental tools, archaeologists will need many more years to excavate the site. The field work, which started in 2016, is usually done over the summer months. This year, a dozen archaeology undergraduate and graduate students fanned out across the site, painstakingly documenting and removing each fragment of tool, object or bone.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Volunteers work in Tinshemet Cave, where archaeologists are excavating one of the world's oldest known burial sites, dating back 100,000 years, near Shoam, Israel, Tuesday, July 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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At the entrance to the cave, the skull of one of the early humans is slowly emerging from the rock sediment; it will be years before it is fully excavated.
Tinshemet is exceptionally important to archaeologists because the local climate preserved the bones, tools, and ornaments in good condition, unlike many other parts of the world where these items were lost to time, said Christian Tryon, a professor at the University of Connecticut and a research associate at the Human Origins Program at the Smithsonian Institution, who was not involved in the study.

    
The skeletons and objects were so well preserved because of ash from frequent fires, likely for rituals. This large amount of ash mixed with rainfall and Israel's acidic limestone, creating optimal conditions for perseveration. One skeleton was in such good condition archaeologists could see how the fingers were interwoven, hands clasped beneath the head. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Professor of Archaeology Yossi Zaidner works in Tinshemet Cave, where archaeologists are excavating one of the world's oldest known burial sites, dating back 100,000 years, near Shoam, Israel, Tuesday, July 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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A window into a little-known period
Tryon said the Tinshemet findings are bolstering earlier discoveries from two similar burial sites dating back to the same period in northern Israel -- Skhul Cave and Qafzeh Cave. Skhul Cave was excavated almost 100 years ago, and Qafzeh Cave mostly around 50 years ago, when archaeological practices were more haphazard.
"There were so many uncertainties with those sites, but this is confirming it's a pattern we know, and they're really nailing down the dates," Tryon said. 
Tinshemet has helped archaeologists conclude that burial practices started to become more widespread during this time, representing a shift in how early humans treated their dead.

    
Some archaeologists believe intentional burials started earlier. In South Africa, the Homo naledi species - an ancient cousin of Homo sapiens - may have been intentionally placing their dead in caves as early as 200,000 years ago. But many archaeologists said the findings are controversial and there is not enough evidence to support the claim of intentional burials. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Early human remains are seen in Tinshemet Cave, where archaeologists are excavating one of the world's oldest known burial sites, dating back 100,000 years, near Shoam, Israel, Tuesday, July 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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A bridge between peoples
In ancient times, Israel was a bridge between Neanderthals from Europe and Homo sapiens from Africa. Archaeologists have identified other subgroups of early humans in the area, and believe the groups interacted and may have interbred.
Experts have been studying the two full skeletons brought from Tinshemet for years, but it's still unclear if they were Neanderthals, Homo sapiens, a hybrid population or another group altogether.
The mix of subgroups created opportunities for different groups of early humans to exchange knowledge or express identity, said Zaidner. It's around this time that archaeologists first see examples of early jewelry or body painting, which could be ways early humans started outwardly belonging to a certain group, drawing boundaries between "us" and "them," he said.
Israel Hershkovitz, a physical anthropologist at Tel Aviv University and the co-director of the Tinshemet site, said the concept of cemeteries in prehistoric life is important because it symbolizes "a kind of a territory."

He said that same kind of claim over land where ancestors are buried still echoes in the region. "It's a kind of claim you make to the neighbors, saying 'this is my territory, this part of the land belongs to my father and my forefather' and so on and so on."
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    Cientificos redescubren la serpiente mas pequena del mundo en Barbados




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Esta fotografia proporcionada por Re:wild muestra la serpiente hilo de Barbados junto a una regla en St. Andrew, Barbados, el jueves 20 de marzo de 2025. (Connor Blades/Re:wild via AP)]
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- Durante casi dos decadas, nadie habia avistado a la serpiente mas pequena del mundo que se conocia.
Algunos cientificos temian que la serpiente hilo de Barbados se hubiera extinguido, pero una manana soleada, Connor Blades levanto una roca en un pequeno bosque en la isla caribena oriental y contuvo la respiracion.
"Despues de un ano de busqueda, comienzas a volverte un poco pesimista", expreso Blades, oficial de proyectos del Ministerio de Medio Ambiente en Barbados.
La serpiente puede caber comodamente en una moneda, por lo que pudo haber eludido a los cientificos durante casi 20 anos. Demasiado pequena para identificarla a simple vista, Blades la coloco en un pequeno frasco de vidrio y anadio tierra, sustrato y hojarasca.
Varias horas despues, frente a un microscopio en la Universidad de las Indias Occidentales, Blades observo el especimen. Se retorcia en la placa de Petri, lo que hacia casi imposible identificarla.

    
"Fue una lucha", recordo Blades, anadiendo que grabo un video de la serpiente y finalmente la identifico gracias a una imagen fija.
Tenia lineas dorsales de color amarillo palido que recorrian su cuerpo, y sus ojos estaban ubicados en el costado de su cabeza.



    
        




    




"Intente mantener la calma", recordo Blades, sabiendo que la serpiente hilo de Barbados se parece mucho a la serpiente ciega Brahminy, conocida como la serpiente de maceta, que es un poco mas larga y no tiene lineas dorsales.

    
    
    
El miercoles, el grupo de conservacion Re:wild, que colabora con el ministerio de medio ambiente local, anuncio el redescubrimiento de la serpiente hilo de Barbados.
"Redescubrir uno de nuestros endemicos en muchos niveles es significativo", manifesto Justin Springer, funcionario del programa del Caribe para Re:wild, quien ayudo a redescubrir la serpiente junto con Blades. "Nos recuerda que todavia tenemos algo importante que juega un papel crucial en nuestro ecosistema".

    
La serpiente hilo de Barbados solo ha sido vista un punado de veces desde 1889. Estaba en una lista de 4.800 especies de plantas, animales y hongos que Re:wild describio como "perdidas para la ciencia".
La serpiente es ciega, se entierra en el suelo, come termitas y hormigas y pone un solo huevo delgado. Completamente desarrollada, mide hasta 10 centimetros (4 pulgadas).
"Son muy cripticas", comento Blades. "Puedes hacer un estudio durante varias horas, y aunque esten alli, es posible que no las veas".
Pero el 20 de marzo alrededor de las 10:30 de la manana, Blades y Springer rodearon un arbol en el centro de Barbados y comenzaron a buscar debajo de las rocas mientras el resto del equipo comenzaba a medir el arbol, cuya distribucion es muy limitada en Barbados.
"Por eso la historia es tan emocionante", dijo Springer. "Todo sucedio casi al mismo tiempo".
S. Blair Hedges, profesor en la Universidad de Temple y director de su centro de biologia, fue el primero en identificar la serpiente hilo de Barbados. Anteriormente, se la habia agrupado erroneamente con otra especie.
En 2008, el descubrimiento de Hedges fue publicado en una revista cientifica, con la serpiente bautizada como Tetracheilostoma carlae, en honor a su esposa.

    
"Pase dias buscandolas", recordo Hedges. "Basado en mis observaciones y en las cientos de rocas, objetos que voltee buscando esta cosa sin exito, creo que es una especie rara".
Eso fue en junio de 2006, y solo habia otros tres especimenes conocidos en ese momento: dos en un museo de Londres y un tercero en una coleccion de museo en California que fue identificado erroneamente como proveniente de Antigua en lugar de Barbados, dijo Hedges.
Hedges comento que no se dio cuenta de que habia recolectado una nueva especie hasta que realizo un analisis genetico.
"El momento 'eureka' fue en el laboratorio", senalo, destacando que el descubrimiento establecio a la serpiente hilo de Barbados como la serpiente mas pequena del mundo conocida.
Hedges luego se vio inundado durante anos con cartas, fotografias y correos electronicos de personas que pensaban que habian encontrado mas serpientes hilo de Barbados. Algunas de las fotos eran de lombrices de tierra, recordo.

    
"Fueron literalmente anos de distraccion", comento.
Los cientificos esperan que el redescubrimiento signifique que la serpiente hilo de Barbados podria convertirse en un simbolo para la proteccion del habitat de la vida silvestre.
Muchas especies endemicas en la pequena isla se han extinguido, incluyendo la serpiente corredora de Barbados, el eslizon de Barbados y una especie particular de camaron de cueva.

"Espero que puedan generar interes en protegerla", dijo Hedges. "Barbados es algo unico en el Caribe por una mala razon: tiene la menor cantidad de bosque original, fuera de Haiti".
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Posts misrepresent safety of produce-protecting solution from Apeel




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Avocados wait to be processed at a packing plant in Uruapan, Mexico, Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2022. Social media posts are conflating safety warnings for a cleaning product with a company by the same name that creates a plant-based coating to keep produce fresh. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)]
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                                        CLAIM: A safety data sheet for Apeel Sciences, a company that makes a protective coating used to keep fruits and vegetables fresh, shows that its product can cause eye damage and allergic skin reactions.

AP'S ASSESSMENT: False. The safety document being cited is for an unrelated cleaning product that uses the same name. That product is made by a different, U.K.-based company.
THE FACTS: California-based Apeel Sciences markets that its plant-based solution can keep fruits and vegetables fresh and at their prime longer -- and that it's edible, too.
But social media posts are distorting the safety of that product, known as Edipeel, by conflating it with an unrelated cleaning product that shares a name with Apeel.
"If you see the Apeel logo on any fruit and veg do not buy it, this is a Bill Gates and WEF company, this chemical makes things last 3x longer and cannot be washed off, in US and Canada at the moment," a tweet reads.

    
The tweet includes a screenshot of a safety data sheet for a product called "Apeel." The document includes "Hazard statements" that include: "Causes serious eye damage," "May cause an allergic skin reaction" and "Harmful to aquatic life with long lasting effects."



    
        




    




The document being cited, however, is not for Apeel's Edipeel. It was uploaded online by Evans Vanodine, a U.K. company that manufactures a product called "Apeel" that is a hard surface cleaner. That company's logo and name appear on the safety data sheet as well.

    
    
    
Apeel Sciences representatives emphasized that their produce-protecting product is not related to the cleaner and that it is safe to consume.
The company uses plant lipids or plant oils naturally found in fruits and vegetables and creates a coating applied "to the surface of fresh fruits and vegetables in order to retain moisture and reduce oxidation," said Jenny Du, co-founder of Apeel and senior vice president of operations. "Our product is also intended to be edible."

    
The coating consists of purified monoglycerides and diglycerides, which Du pointed out are also found in products such as infant formula; the compounds are designated by the Food and Drug Administration as a "generally recognized as safe", or GRAS, food additive. In the U.S., Apeel's coating is used on products such as avocados and apples.
Apeel's website offers product safety information sheets.
Confusion with the unrelated cleaning product hasn't been an issue until the most recent bout of misrepresentations online, Du said. She pointed out that there is also an Australian company that manufactures an odor-neutralizer sold as "APEEL" that could be stirring further confusion.
"The unfortunate thing is of course you can have different companies with similar names, trademarked as such, when they are very different industrial classes," said Du, who holds a Ph. D. in chemistry.
Apeel Sciences did receive early developmental support from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation in 2012 and again in 2015. 
___


This is part of AP's effort to address widely shared misinformation, including work with outside companies and organizations to add factual context to misleading content that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.
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    Obama's doctor didn't conduct his late chef's autopsy and the 911 call wasn't delayed, police say




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: FILE - White House Chef Tafari Campbell smiles, Nov. 6, 2008, on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington. Social media users are casting doubt about the drowning death of Campbell, former President Barack Obama's personal chef, on Martha's Vineyard on Sunday, July 23, 2023. His body was recovered Monday, July 24. (AP Photo/Ron Edmonds, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    FILE - White House Chef Tafari Campbell smiles, Nov. 6, 2008, on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington. The Associated Press on Monday, July 31, 2023, reported on social media posts falsely claiming Campbell had been writing a tell-all book when he was found dead with injuries to his head in less than 4 feet of water. (AP Photo/Ron Edmonds, File)
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                                        CLAIM: The Obama family's personal chef had been writing a tell-all book when he was found dead with injuries to his head in less than 4 feet of water. The 911 call also didn't go out until his body washed up on shore and Obama's "personal coroner" conducted the autopsy.
AP'S ASSESSMENT: False. Massachusetts State Police reiterated Monday that Tafari Campbell did not sustain any head wounds and was found in nearly 8 feet of water, not in less than 4 feet of water, when he drowned last Sunday. In addition, the 911 call came in shortly after he fell off his paddleboard, not hours later, and Obama's physician didn't do the autopsy, the state medical examiner's office did, police said. Meanwhile, no evidence has been presented to support the claim that the former White House sous chef was working on a book about the Obamas. The notion originated from a social media account known to spread misinformation.

    
THE FACTS: Social media users are continuing to spread conspiracy theories following the July 23 drowning near the former first family's waterfront estate on Martha's Vineyard.
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[image: A volunteer sets up an art installation displaying names and faces of people who have been detained, deported, or sent to offshore camps during ICE raids in Southern California, at Olvera Street Plaza in Los Angeles, on Thursday, July 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Trump says he wants to deport 'the worst of the worst.' Government data tells another story
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump, center, speaking during a cabinet meeting with from l-r., Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem, Secretary of Housing, Eric Scott Turner, Attorney General Pam Bondi, Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth, at the White House, Tuesday, July 8, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                FACT FOCUS: Trump misrepresents facts about wind power during Cabinet meeting
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charles Hanson, 91, cleans up flood debris, Tuesday, July 8, 2025, at Guadelupe Park in Kerrville, Texas. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                FACT FOCUS: No, weather modification did not cause the deadly flash floods in Texas
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




One popular video on Instagram baselessly claims Campbell was writing a book about the Obamas when he was "found with head trauma in 3 to 4 feet of water on the Obama estate."
The video also goes on to claim that no one called 911 for hours until the 45-year-old Virginia resident's body washed up on shore and that "Obama's own personal coroner" was being flown from Washington, D.C. to conduct the autopsy.

    
    
    
"That's the actual update to the case," the man in the video clip says. "And you wonder why we see conspiracy in everything. It's because you're all lying. That's why."
But almost nothing purported as fact in the post is accurate.
There is no indication that Campbell was developing a book. The claim can be traced back to a Twitter account known to spread misinformation, which claimed without evidence on July 24 that he was preparing a "tell all."

    
The same account also fabricated the false notion that Campbell's body bore signs of head trauma when it was discovered last Monday -- a claim that Massachusetts State Police debunked last week.
Campbell's family and spokespersons for the Obamas didn't respond to emails seeking comment Monday, but a review of his Instagram account before it was made private in recent days showed nothing suggesting he was working on a book along the lines of what social media users claim.
At least one of Campbell's former colleagues in the Obama White House has gone on to become an author. But Sam Kass's "Eat a Little Better: Great Flavor, Good Health, Better World" was a cookbook published in 2018.
State police spokesperson David Procopio on Monday also rejected claims that Obama's own personal doctor conducted the autopsy, citing the agency's prior statements on the investigation.
State police said last week that a post mortem examination by the Massachusetts Office of the Chief Medical Examiner "found no evidence that the death was suspicious," including any head injuries on Campbell's body.

    
Procopio said it was also patently untrue that the 911 call was made only when Campbell's body was recovered last Monday.
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[image: FILE - White House Chef Tafari Campbell smiles, Nov. 6, 2008, on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington. Social media users are casting doubt about the drowning death of Campbell, former President Barack Obama's personal chef, on Martha's Vineyard on Sunday, July 23, 2023. His body was recovered Monday, July 24. (AP Photo/Ron Edmonds, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                FACT FOCUS: No head trauma or suspicious circumstances in drowning of Obamas' chef, police say
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE- Jeffrey Epstein appears in court in West Palm Beach, Fla., July 30, 2008. The Justice Department's watchdog said Tuesday, June 27, 2023, that ]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Obamas' chef wasn't found dead on the anniversary of Jeffrey Epstein's suicide
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - White House Chef Tafari Campbell smiles Nov. 6, 2008, on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington. Campbell, an employee of former President Barack Obama, has drowned near the couple's home on Martha's Vineyard. Massachusetts State Police confirmed that the paddleboarder whose body was recovered from Edgartown Great Pond on Monday, July 24, 2023 was Tafari Campbell, of Dumfries, Virginia. (AP Photo/Ron Edmonds, file)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Obamas' personal chef drowns near family's home on Martha's Vineyard
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Campbell went out on Edgartown Great Pond with another paddleboarder at around 7 p.m. Sunday. The 911 call was made at 7:46 p.m., shortly after he went under the water, Procopio said.
His body was found about 100 feet from shore in the area of Turkeyland Cove Road, which is where the Obama's summer home is located. And while the pond has an average depth of 3 to 4 feet, it was recovered in waters roughly 7 to 8 feet deep, Procopio confirmed Monday.

"They were on the paddleboards for a short while before he fell in," he wrote in an email, echoing prior statements provided by state police on the investigation. "After he fell in the other paddleboarder swam a short distance to where he had gone in and tried to locate him. When that was unsuccessful, the other paddleboarder swam to shore and ran up to land and located and told what had happened to the person who ultimately called 911."
___
This is part of AP's effort to address widely shared misinformation, including work with outside companies and organizations to add factual context to misleading content that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.
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                    AP Fact Check

    A photo that appears to show Trump's ear with no damage after the attempted assassination is actually from 2022




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Republican Ohio Senate candidate JD Vance speaks as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump listens at a campaign rally in Youngstown, Ohio, Sept. 17, 2022.  (AP Photo/Tom E. Puskar, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Republican Ohio Senate candidate JD Vance speaks as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump listens at a campaign rally in Youngstown, Ohio, Sept. 17, 2022. (AP Photo/Tom E. Puskar, File)
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            MELISSA GOLDIN

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        
    
    Follow AP's live coverage of the 2024 presidential race.


    


CLAIM: A photo taken on Monday shows former President Donald Trump with no damage to his right ear, contrary to reports that it was injured in an attempted assassination on Saturday.
AP'S ASSESSMENT: False. The photo was taken on Sept. 17, 2022, at a rally in Youngstown, Ohio, for then-U.S. Senate candidate JD Vance. Trump appeared at the Republican National Convention Monday night with a large, white bandage on his right ear. Myriad photos show his ear bloodied after a shooter opened fire at his rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, over the weekend.
THE FACTS: Social media users are sharing the old photo as new, with some falsely presenting it as evidence that Trump was not injured by the gunfire.
"The top part of his ear grew back," reads one X post from Monday night that had received approximately 40,000 likes and 13,200 shares as of Tuesday. "(Yes. This is from today)"

    
Another X post from Monday night states: "This image of Trump was taken today. There is absolutely nothing wrong with his ear, and it has zero damage, FROM A BULLET. Everything about Trump is a con or a grift." It received approximately 26,000 likes and 8,600 shares.



    
        




    




But the photo was taken nearly two years ago.
It is from a Sept. 17, 2022, rally in Youngstown, Ohio, for Vance during his Senate campaign. The image appeared in multiple articles published around that time. Trump chose Vance, now a U.S. senator, as his running mate on Monday.

    
    
    
The version spreading online is cropped to show only Trump and is zoomed in to show the former president's ear more clearly. In the original, Vance can be seen speaking at a podium while Trump stands behind him.
Trump appeared at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on Monday night with a large, white bandage on his right ear. Numerous photos from the aftermath of the shooting show the same ear bloodied.
Thomas Matthew Crooks, a 20-year-old nursing-home employee from suburban Pittsburgh, fired multiple shots at Trump with an AR-style rifle from a nearby roof at a rally for the Republican nominee on Saturday. He was killed by Secret Service personnel, officials said.


    
The attempted assassination left Trump and two other men wounded. Corey Comperatore, a 50-year-old fire chief, was killed while protecting his family. The FBI said it was investigating the attack as a potential act of domestic terrorism, but has not identified a clear ideological motive, The Associated Press has reported.
___
This is part of the AP's effort to address widely shared false and misleading information that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/fact-check-trump-shooting-ear-damage-photo-470220313611



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    AP Fact Check

    George Floyd's autopsy report is not new, does not say he died of an overdose




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Tributes are displayed on the three-year anniversary of George Floyd's death at George Floyd Square, Thursday, May 25, 2023, in Minneapolis. A page from the autopsy report for Floyd being shared by social media users  was released by the Hennepin County Medical Examiner's office in 2020. It does not prove anything new about Floyd's death. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]



        

        
        
            
                    Tributes are displayed on the three-year anniversary of George Floyd's death at George Floyd Square, Thursday, May 25, 2023, in Minneapolis. A page from the autopsy report for Floyd being shared by social media users was released by the Hennepin County Medical Examiner's office in 2020. It does not prove anything new about Floyd's death. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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                                        CLAIM: A new autopsy report for George Floyd has been released in 2023, revealing he died from a drug overdose, not from the actions of arresting Minneapolis police officers.
AP'S ASSESSMENT: False. Social media users are sharing a page from the 20-page autopsy report that was publicly released by the Hennepin County Medical Examiner's office in full on June 3, 2020. It has not been changed since. While the page says he had fentanyl and methamphetamine in his system, and did not have "life-threatening injuries," the full report concludes Floyd died from "cardiopulmonary arrest," not an overdose. 
THE FACTS: As the three-year anniversary of Floyd's death arrived on Thursday, some social media users shared what they erroneously claimed was new evidence about the circumstances of his passing.
Many of the posts presented a page from an autopsy report that supposedly had not been made public before. One section on the page lists the drugs that were in Floyd's system when he died, while another states, "no life-threatening injuries identified."

    
"BREAKING NEWS: George Floyd full autopsy released," reads one tweet. "Says 'no life threatening injuries identified' and reveals high levels of multiple additional toxic drugs on top of the Fentanyl that was initially reported." It had received more than 48,000 likes and more than 16,000 shares by Friday.



    
        




    




Another tweet that had received more than 29,600 likes and more than 6,600 shares stated that "the coroner's report says Floyd died from drugs - not COPS."

    
    
    
But the image being shared online simply shows the second page of the autopsy report released three years ago by Hennepin County. It does not prove anything new about Floyd's death, and ignores that the prior page concludes that it was a homicide due to "cardiopulmonary arrest" from "law enforcement subdual, restraint, and neck compression."

    
Carolyn Marinan, a spokesperson for Hennepin County, confirmed that the report "has not been amended or changed since it was finalized on June 1, 2020."
John Stiles, deputy chief of staff for Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison, said that the image "is a page ripped from the Hennepin County Medical Examiner's 2020 autopsy" and shows "nothing new."
During his murder trial, defense attorneys for Derek Chauvin, the officer captured on video placing his knee on Floyd's neck during the fatal arrest, put a major focus on the presence of fentanyl and other illicit substances in Floyd's system. Chauvin was ultimately found guilty and sentenced to more than 22 years in prison. Three other former Minnesota cops -- Thomas Lane, J. Alexander Kueng and Tou Thao -- have also been given prison time for their role in Floyd's death.
Expert witnesses called by prosecutors during the trial concluded that Floyd did not die of an overdose or because of his drug use.
Independent experts have previously told the AP that underlying medical problems and drug use revealed in the autopsy report don't change the conclusion that Floyd's death was a homicide, explaining that these conditions simply made it more likely that he would not fare well under stress.

    
They have also noted that the fact that no major bruising or damage to the muscles, cartilage or bones in the neck was found -- as indicated under the phrase "no life-threatening injuries identified" in the autopsy -- does not mean that asphyxia did not occur. Only that there are no signs of it on the body.
Stiles called use of the phrase in the false posts spreading online "cherry-picked" and said that it "demonstrates the limitations of an autopsy by itself in diagnosing death by asphyxiation."
___


This is part of AP's effort to address widely shared misinformation, including work with outside companies and organizations to add factual context to misleading content that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.
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    Statue of Liberty photos don't disprove sea level rise
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            JOSH KELETY

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CLAIM: Photos of the Statue of Liberty from 1898 and 2017 show that sea levels have not risen significantly.
AP'S ASSESSMENT: False. Sea level rise in the New York City area as well as globally has been documented by scientific bodies. The comparison of the two photos is misleading because it doesn't account for tidal fluctuations, experts say.
THE FACTS: Posts falsely suggesting that side-by-side photos of Liberty Island show that sea level rise is a myth have spread across social media platforms including Twitter and TikTok in recent days.
The posts feature a black and white photo of the Statue of Liberty dated 1898, as well as a color photo of the statue from a slightly different angle supposedly dated 2017. The water levels are similar in both photos.
"This is what catastrophic sea level rise actually looks like," one Twitter user wrote on March 14 in a tweet that was shared over 17,000 times. Similarly, an Instagram user shared an image of the tweet on Wednesday and wrote in reference to the climate change activist Greta Thunberg, "@gretathunberg what do you think about this?"

    
The posts are misleading, experts say. Sea level rise has been well documented in the New York City area and globally. 



    
        




    




The global average sea level has risen 8 to 9 inches, or 203-228 millimeters, since 1880, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, while NASA estimates that the average sea level has risen roughly 3.8 inches, about 96.7 millimeters, since 1993. And the sea level at The Battery on the southern tip of Manhattan, around 1.7 miles from Liberty Island, has risen at a rate of almost a foot, or 304.8 millimeters, per 100 years, according to NOAA. 

    
    
    
"The rise of sea level globally of 3.3 mm/yr and locally in New York of 4.5 mm/yr is a fact documented by satellite and tide gauge data," Kenneth G. Miller, distinguished professor and graduate program director at the Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences at Rutgers, wrote in an email to The Associated Press.

    
The black and white photo in the social media posts is dated 1898, according to Getty Images. A reverse image search shows that the color image supposedly dated 2017 has been online since at least 2013.
But the two photos don't provide an accurate representation of how sea levels have changed over time because tidal cycles affect water levels, experts say.
"Tidal variability is like 5 feet or so in this area," said Jacqueline Austermann, an assistant professor at Columbia University who studies sea level change. "Depending on what time of the day this picture was taken, you could have tens of centimeters difference just because of tidal variability."
Comparing such photos is "not really a useful comparison" to demonstrate sea level change, she added.
"What these pictures don't show is the tide height when these pictures were taken," Jennie Lyons, a spokesperson for NOAA, wrote in an email to the AP. "Mean sea level, which is based upon long term averages not aliased by tide or weather, is the best way to measure long term changes."

    
Lyons noted that the long-term rate of relative sea level rise in the New York City region has been roughly 3 millimeters per year, or one foot per 100 years. This rate is accelerating, with about a half-foot of rise occurring between 1970 and 2020, and the region is expected to experience as much as another foot of sea level rise in the next 30 years, she wrote.
Similar misleading photo comparisons have previously circulated online, such as photos of Fort Denison in Australia's Sydney Harbor.
Sea levels have risen due to warming oceans and melting ice over land caused by climate change.
The U.S. coastline will see sea levels rise in the next 30 years by as much as they did in the entire 20th century, with major Eastern cities hit regularly with costly floods even on sunny days, according to a 2022 report by NOAA and six other federal agencies. One study asserted that sea level rise caused by climate change added $8 billion in damage during 2012's Superstorm Sandy that struck New York and surrounding areas.

    
"The rise of sea-level in the past century is insidious because it is slow, but the total effects add up," Miller wrote.
___
This story has been updated to clarify NOAA's estimate of sea level rise at The Battery.
___


This is part of AP's effort to address widely shared misinformation, including work with outside companies and organizations to add factual context to misleading content that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.
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    Giant trolls have a message for humans about protecting the planet
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            Nestled in forests worldwide, an army of giant wooden trolls want to show humans how to live better - without destroying the planet. Recycle artist Thomas Dambo's "Trolls Save the Humans" installation is on display in California. (AP Video/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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            A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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            A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The face of a giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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            The face of a giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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            A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take pictures alongside a giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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            People take pictures alongside a giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)
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                                        WOODSIDE, Calif. (AP) -- Nestled in forests around the world, a gentle army of giant wooden trolls want to show humans how to live better without destroying the planet. 
The Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team have created 170 troll sculptures from discarded materials such as wooden pallets, old furniture and wine barrels.
Twelve years after he started the "Trail of a Thousand Trolls" project, his sculptures can be found in more than 20 countries and 21 U.S. states. Each year Dambo and his team make about 25 new trolls, which stand up to 40 feet (12 meters) tall.

    
"I believe that we can make anything out of anything," said Dambo, speaking from his farm outside Copenhagen. "We are drowning in trash. But we also know that one man's trash is another man's treasure."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]



        

        
        
            
                    A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
An installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is on display at Filoli, a historic estate with 650 acres of forests and gardens in Woodside, California, about 30 miles (50 kilometers) south of San Francisco. 
"They bring us back to be connected to the earth and to nature," said Jeannette Weederman, who was visiting Filoli with her son in July.


Dambo's trolls each have their own personality and story. At Filoli, the troll Ibbi Pip builds birdhouses, Rosa Sunfinger plants flowers and Kamma Can makes jewelry from people's garbage. 
"Each of them has a story to tell," said Filoli CEO Kara Newport. "It inspires people to think of their own stories, what kind of creatures might live in their woods and make that connection to living beings in nature."

    
    
    
Dambo's trolls don't like humans because they waste nature's resources and pollute the planet. The mythical creatures have a long-term perspective because they live for thousands of years and have witnessed the destructive force of human civilizations.
But the six young trolls at Filoli have a more optimistic view of human nature. They believe they can teach people how to protect the environment.

    
"They want to save the humans. So they do this by teaching them how to be better humans -- be humans that don't destroy nature," said Dambo, 45, a poet and former hip-hop artist. "They hope to save them from being eaten by the older trolls."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]



        

        
        
            
                    A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Dambo's trolls are hidden in forests, mountains, jungles and grasslands throughout Europe and North America as well as countries such as Australia, Chile and South Korea. Most were built with local materials and assembled on-site by his team of craftsmen and artists with help from local volunteers. 

"My exhibition now has four and a half million visitors a year globally, and it's all made out of trash together with volunteers," said Dambo. "That is such a huge proof of concept of why we should not throw things out, but why we should recycle it."
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    Ground squirrels are taking over a North Dakota city and officials are not amused




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Richardson's ground squirrels are threatening to overrun Minot, North Dakota. The city is trying to fight back. (AP video: Jack Dura & Mark Vancleave)
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                                        MINOT, N.D. (AP) -- The Richardson's ground squirrel weighs less than a pound, is about a foot long and is native to the northern Plains.
The little creature also is a ferocious tunneler, and it's exasperating the people of Minot, North Dakota, where it's burrowing everywhere from vacant lots to the middle of town, and growing more plentiful over the past two decades.
Now North Dakota's fourth-largest city is fighting back, but even the pest control guy leading the charge acknowledges that it will be difficult to turn the tide against the rodent.
An uphill battle
Joshua Herman said fighting the squirrels is akin to "one guy standing against a massive storm."

    
"If I'm trapping but my neighbor isn't, well then, we're really not going to get anywhere with it, long-term," Herman said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joshua Herman, owner/operator of Herman Pest Control Services, poses for a photo on Monday, July 14, 2025, next to holes dug by Richardson's ground squirrels in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)]



        

        
        
            
                    Joshua Herman, owner/operator of Herman Pest Control Services, poses for a photo on Monday, July 14, 2025, next to holes dug by Richardson's ground squirrels in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Ground squirrels have been an issue in Minot, a city of nearly 50,000 people, for at least 20 years, but the problem has dramatically worsened in the last few years, said Minot Street Department Superintendent Kevin Braaten. 
It's unclear how many of the squirrels live in Minot but it likely nears or even exceeds the city's population.
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[image: People enjoy the beach in Algiers, Friday, July 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Fateh Guidoum)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Bermuda shorts, beachwear and a local ban divide Algerian town
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A recipe for silky corn soup is displayed in New York on June 5, 2023. (Cheyenne Cohen via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Delicious, home-cooked meals can still be on the menu even in a wonky vacation rental
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A worker adjusts cables during the installation of a new organ at Prague's St. Vitus Cathedral that is coming to its final stages in Prague, Czech Republic, Tuesday, July 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The 700-year-old Prague cathedral will get a new voice as an organ is nearly installed
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




"Gosh, there's got to be tens of thousands of them in the area," Herman said.
Officials in the city, a green spot along the winding Souris River surrounded by farmland and grassy prairie, know they can't get rid of the squirrels, but hope to simply get the rodent numbers down.

    
    
    
"I don't see the population ever going to zero," Braaten said. "I mean, it's almost impossible by the numbers that we have."
Put another way, Minot won't be able to rid itself of the squirrels because the animals have lived on the prairie for centuries. Outside of town, predators like coyotes, badgers, owls and even snakes love to dine on the squirrels. But in residential neighborhoods and even downtown, where few of their predators live, the rodents can roam pretty freely.
Greg Gullickson, an outreach biologist with the North Dakota Game and Fish Department, adds that the squirrels now have fewer grassland areas available to them and like the mowed spots they find in town.

    
No land is safe
Female squirrels typically give birth to litters of about six babies a year, so it's easy to see how their numbers can quickly soar.
Herman said he kills 3,500 to 5,000 of them a year, primarily by putting snares and carbon monoxide into the holes, and using an air rifle.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Three Richardson's ground squirrels appear Monday, July 14, 2025, in a vacant lot near apartment homes in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)]
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"I've had calls downtown, calls in the mall, along the highways, here at the airport -- really every part of the city I've done trapping for ground squirrels here in Minot," Herman said as he checked his traps along an apartment building and shoveled dirt over holes.
Herman says they damage driveways, sidewalks and lawns; create tripping hazards with their holes and can harbor disease from fleas.
Along an apartment building, the squirrels had dug under a concrete slab and against the foundation. Nearby in a vacant lot, the rodents popped in and out of holes.

    
Ground squirrels near Pashone Grandson's ground-level apartment dig holes near her door and eat her plants. One squirrel even got around her baby gate at the door and into her daughter's clothes in her bedroom.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joshua Herman pumps carbon monoxide into burrows dug by Richardson's ground squirrels along an apartment building on Monday, July 14, 2025, in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)]
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"It was a little scary. You don't know what disease they carry. They're dirty. I have a young daughter ... I didn't know if it was going to bite her," Grandson said.
North of town, Minot Air Force Base, which houses bombers and intercontinental ballistic missiles, has fought the ground squirrels for years. Earlier this month, the base said it had trapped more than 800 "dak-rats," a base name for the rodents.
Base officials declined to comment on the squirrels.
Jared Edwards, facilities director for Minot Public Schools, which has three schools on the base, said residential areas of the base and runways are overrun by ground squirrels. He called it "a continuous battle for them for the last 75 years since the base has been there."
"I'm not going to exaggerate: They're by the millions out there," Edwards said. 
In town, three school properties have large populations of ground squirrels, he said. Last year, the school system began using snares, and for years before that had used poison.
"It's something you have to keep up with. It is Mother Nature," Edwards said, adding that they've probably been in the area since homesteaders came through.

    
A cute nuisance
Still, not everyone sees the squirrels as a pest. Some find the critters cute and fuzzy.
Herman said people have sabotaged, stolen or thrown out his traps. They occasionally confront him when he shoots at ground squirrels with an air rifle, scolding him for hurting the wildlife, he said.

"They get that cute association, and they are, you know, adorable, but they're a vermin and a pest and dangerous when they are allowed to proliferate," Herman said.
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                    U.S. News

    Man pulled into MRI machine after he walked into an exam room wearing a chain necklace




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A brain-scanning MRI machine is seen in Pittsburgh, Nov. 26, 2014. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)]
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    Update: A man pulled into an MRI machine has died, according to police and his wife


    


WESTBURY, N.Y. (AP) -- A man was pulled into an MRI machine in New York after he walked into the room wearing a large chain necklace, police said. 
The man, 61, had entered an MRI room while a scan was underway Wednesday afternoon at Nassau Open MRI. The machine's strong magnetic force drew him in by his metallic necklace, according to the Nassau County Police Department. 
Police said the incident "resulted in a medical episode" that left the man hospitalized in critical condition. Authorities did not release his name and did not have an update on the man's condition on Friday. 
A person who answered the phone at Nassau Open MRI on Long Island declined to comment Friday. 

MRI machines "employ a strong magnetic field" that "exerts very powerful forces on objects of iron, some steels, and other magnetizable objects," according to the National Institute of Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering, which says the units are "strong enough to fling a wheelchair across the room."
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    Zookeepers in Prague turn into puppeteers to save baby vultures




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A lesser yellow-headed vulture that hatched three weeks ago is being fed by using a puppet that imitates a parent bird at the zoo in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, July 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]
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                                        PRAGUE (AP) -- Zookeepers in Prague sometimes have to become puppeteers to save newborn birds rejected by their parents. This was the case for a lesser yellow-headed vulture chick hatched three weeks ago.
Bird keeper Antonin Vaidl said Thursday that when a dummy egg disappeared from the nest, it signaled to keepers that the parents were not ready to care for their two babies, despite doing so in 2022 and 2023.
The first-born is being kept in a box and fed using a puppet designed to mimic a parent bird, while another is expected to hatch in the next few days.
Vaidl said the puppet is needed to make sure the bird will be capable of breeding, which it won't if it gets used to human interaction.
He explained that the puppet doesn't have to be a perfect replica of an adult bird because the chick responds to certain signals, such as the pale orange coloration on its featherless head and neck.

    
Lesser yellow-headed vultures live in the wild in Latin America and Mexico. Prague Zoo is one of only three zoos in Europe that breed them.

In the past, the park successfully applied this treatment to save the critically endangered Javan green magpie and two rhinoceros hornbill chicks. The puppet-feeding technique is applicable for birds that live in pairs.
"The method has been working well," Vaidl said. "We'll see what happens with the vultures."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/prague-zoo-lesser-yellowheaded-vulture-puppet-feeding-fb9ef1f50272330cdef501a4c271bc34



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Oddities

    Snake on a plane delays a flight in Australia
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            The snake was found on Tuesday as passengers were boarding Virgin Australia Flight VA337 at Melbourne Airport bound for Brisbane, according to snake catcher Mark Pelley. The snake turned out to be a harmless 60-centimeter (2-foot) green tree snake.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In thit photo released by The Snake Hunter, snake handler Mark Pelley lifts a a harmless 60-centimeter (2-foot) green tree snake in the cargo hold of a plane at Melbourne Airport, Tuesday, July 1, 2025. (The Snake Hunter via AP)]
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- An Australian domestic flight was delayed for two hours after a stowaway snake was found in the plane's cargo hold, officials said on Wednesday.
The snake was found on Tuesday as passengers were boarding Virgin Australia Flight VA337 at Melbourne Airport bound for Brisbane, according to snake catcher Mark Pelley.
The snake turned out to be a harmless 60-centimeter (2-foot) green tree snake. But Pelly said he thought it could be venomous when he approached it in the darkened hold.
"It wasn't until after I caught the snake that I realized that it wasn't venomous. Until that point, it looked very dangerous to me," Pelley said.
Most of the world's most venomous snakes are native to Australia.
When Pelley entered the cargo hold, the snake was half hidden behind a panel and could have disappeared deeper into the plane.

    
Pelley said he told an aircraft engineer and airline staff that they would have to evacuate the aircraft if the snake disappeared inside the plane.
"I said to them if I don't get this in one shot, it's going to sneak through the panels and you're going to have to evacuate the plane because at that stage I did not know what kind of snake it was," Pelley said.



    
        




    




"But thankfully, I got it on the first try and captured it," Pelley added. "If I didn't get it that first time, the engineers and I would be pulling apart a (Boeing) 737 looking for a snake still right now."

    
    
    
Pelley said he had taken 30 minutes to drive to the airport and was then delayed by security before he could reach the airliner.
An airline official said the flight was delayed around two hours.

Because the snake is native to the Brisbane region, Pelley suspects it came aboard inside a passenger's luggage and escaped during the two-hour flight from Brisbane to Melbourne.
For quarantine reasons, the snake can't be returned to the wild.
The snake, which is a protected species, has been given to a Melbourne veterinarian to find a home with a licensed snake keeper.
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    706 people named Kyle got together in Texas. It wasn't enough for a world record




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This photo taken by a drone and provided by the City of Kyle, Texas, shows an attempt by the city to break the world record for the largest gathering of people with one name, Saturday, May 18, 2024, in Kyle. (City of Kyle, Texas via AP)]
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                                        KYLE, Texas (AP) -- How many people named Kyle can fit in one place? For one Texas city, not enough.
Another attempt by the city of Kyle, Texas, to break the world record for the largest gathering of people with one name fell short Saturday despite 706 Kyles of all ages turning up at a park in the suburbs of Austin.
The crown is currently held by a town in Bosnia that got 2,325 people named Ivan together in 2017, according to Guinness World Records. 
It's not the first time the Kyles have come gunning for the Ivans. Last year, the official count at what has become known as the Gathering of the Kyles clocked in at 1,490 in the fast-growing Texas city that is about 37 miles south of Austin, the state's capital. 

Kyle is not a chart-topper among popular names in the U.S., according to the Social Security Administration, which annually tracks the names given to girls and boys in each state. The most recent data showed Kyle ranked 416th among male names in 2023. 
By comparison, Ivan ranked 153.
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                    Health

    A good shower is a simple shower, no matter what influencers recommend




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Water flows from a shower head on Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2020, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]
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                                        You may be seeing elaborate shower cleansing routines on social media: daily exfoliation, double cleansing, antibacterial soap, loads of scented body scrubs and shower oils. 
"I'm kind of appalled by the shower routines," said Dr. Olga Bunimovich, a practicing dermatologist and assistant professor at the University of Pittsburgh.
The multistep processes that have inspired people to spend endless amounts of time sudsing up can harm your skin -- and the environment. Dermatologists say it's all mostly unnecessary. 
"Your skin is a barrier," said Dr. Nicole Negbenebor, a dermatologic surgeon at University of Iowa Health Care. "It's one of the biggest barriers you have. It's you in your natural elements. So you want to treat it right, and then sometimes there can be too much of a good thing."
Here's what to know about how to take a basic shower and indicators that you've gone too far with your routine.

    
The basics of showering
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[image: People enjoy the beach in Algiers, Friday, July 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Fateh Guidoum)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Bermuda shorts, beachwear and a local ban divide Algerian town
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A recipe for silky corn soup is displayed in New York on June 5, 2023. (Cheyenne Cohen via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Delicious, home-cooked meals can still be on the menu even in a wonky vacation rental
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A worker adjusts cables during the installation of a new organ at Prague's St. Vitus Cathedral that is coming to its final stages in Prague, Czech Republic, Tuesday, July 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The 700-year-old Prague cathedral will get a new voice as an organ is nearly installed
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    





A shower is a relatively simple routine that usually doesn't require 10 steps or a plethora of products.
A daily shower with lukewarm water and a fragrance-free hypoallergenic cleanser -- followed by hydrating lotion or oil afterward -- will do the trick. 
Don't plan to stay in the shower too long or turn the water temperature too high -- it can strip your skin of the natural oils it needs to maintain its barrier, leaving it vulnerable to dryness and irritation.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


When it comes to soaps, use one meant for sensitive skin. Antibacterial soaps are popular, but experts said they dry out your skin too much for daily use. (However, they can be beneficial for people with an autoimmune skin condition called hidradenitis suppurativa, which causes painful boils and abscesses on the skin.)

    
    
    
Oils can be beneficial for your skin once you're damp and out of the shower, Negbenebor said. But it's important to remember that oil isn't a moisturizer, but a sealant. The water hydrates your skin, but the oil will lock in that moisture. 
"It's nice to hear about skincare routines that do involve both cleansing and also providing hydration," Dr. Lisa Akintilo, a dermatologist at NYU Langone Health, "because that's missing in a lot of people's skin care routine."

    
"Double cleansing" is unnecessary
Some influencers suggest that a skin care routine isn't complete without exfoliation and what's called double cleansing. 
The latter is typically reserved for facial skincare routines, especially when you're wearing makeup, and involves using an oil-based cleanser to break down makeup and excess oil followed by a water-based cleanser to remove any remaining residue. 
Experts said you don't need to bring that practice to the full body. 
"Not only do I not think that we need to double cleanse our skin ... people overuse soap all the time," Bunimovich said. "You should not be soaping up all of your skin, period." Instead, Bunimovich added, wash your privates and your skin folds. 

    
Exfoliate -- but not too much
Exfoliation is meant to remove dead skin cells off our body, and is good for our skin, experts said. But doing it daily could cause a mound of problems, especially if you have dry skin or skin conditions like eczema or acne. 
Manual exfoliation -- that is when you use a body scrub or a rougher loofah -- should be done sparingly to avoid irritation. 
If you see rashes on your skin after exfoliation, it may be a sign you're over doing it. 
A more gentle way of exfoliating is using products that have lactic or glycolic acid, dermatologists said, but not all the time.
Save water, shorten your shower

Showers account for nearly 17% of Americans' indoor water use, the Environmental Protection Agency says.
Multiple states in moderate to severe drought conditions have called for water conservation efforts this year -- including taking shorter showers. 
If you want to get clean and retain your natural oils, a lukewarm shower that gives you enough time to clean your body should do the trick in most cases.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. 
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    Beat the heat with these cooling gadgets and wearables




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image released by Warmies shows plush animal toys that can be popped in the freezer to provide cooling comfort. (Warmies via AP)]
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[image: This undated image shows a set of Serenity by Tempur-Pedic cool memory foam pillows. (Kim Cook via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo shows the Campbell family, wearing sun protection shirts and hats, posing for a photo during a hike in the Rocky Mountains near their Calgary, Alberta home, (Lynn Campbell via AP)]
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            By 
            KIM COOK

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        You can only sit in front of the fridge with the door open for so long. 
As heat waves blast the world like a blow dryer on high, folks are reaching for anything that promises a little personal chill: portable mini fans, cooling neck wraps, high-tech vests and all kinds of heat-beating headwear.
Of course, cooling gear helps most when paired with basic and safe strategies against the heat: most importantly hydration, shade and rest. Stay out of extreme heat when possible, and know the signs of heat exhaustion or heat stroke.
Yet these wearable wonders and breezy gadgets can offer some relief. They might look quirky, but when the AC struggles and the sidewalk feels like a stovetop, they can start to seem like must-haves.
When you're at home

Indoors, stay comfy with cool-feel sheets (like those with a silky finish or lightweight fibers), bed fans (where a nozzle inserted into the bed linens pumps a flow of air around you), or a cooling pillow or chill pad, which are filled with a gel that can stay cool for hours. Sleep-product brands include Serta, Sealy, Casper, Pluto and Threshold.
The chill pads can work for your own bed and the pets' bed too. There are chillable full-size mattresses (Chilipad, 8Sleep and BedJet get good reviews from The Spruce) and smaller, simple pads (CoolCare and Sharper Image, among others).
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[image: Bruce Perry, 17, demonstrates the possibilities of artificial intelligence by creating an AI companion on Character AI, Tuesday, July 15, 2025, in Russellville, Ark. (AP Photo/Katie Adkins)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Teens say they are turning to AI for friendship
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Henry J. Heimlich uses lifegaurds at Coney Island swimming pool in suburban Cincinnati on Friday, July 9, 1999, to demonstrate how the Heimlich maneuver can help save people from drowning. (AP Photo/Tony Tribble, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                More elderly Americans are choking to death. Are these devices the answer?
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Making healthy snacks a habit when afternoon energy slumps strike at work
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Outdoor wearables

    
    
    

Clare Epstein, an employee safety expert with Vector Solutions in Tampa, Florida, works to reduce heat stress for at-risk employees in industries like construction, aviation and agriculture. She recommends wearables like cooling scarves and evaporative cooling vests.
"By soaking the fabric in cold water at the beginning of the day, the vest slowly cools, and keeps the wearer cool," she says.
Clothes made of "phase change materials," or PCMs, contain gel capsules or pads that can help moderate body temperatures. Uline.com advertises a vest that stays under 60 degrees for a few hours, and AlphaCool offers a neck tube that performs similarly. Another feature of the tube, which is made of a polymer material, is that it doesn't get overly chilled, so it's safe for kids to use.

    
Also for kids, there's a line of plush toys from Warmies that includes little critters of the farmyard, ocean, forest and safari that can be popped in the freezer before a trip to the park or playground.
Wearable items that incorporate small fans or thermoelectric coolers are also good, Epstein says. And there are vests with tubed reservoirs you can fill with water or electrolytes so you can sip as you go.
"These encourage people to take more water breaks, and stay hydrated," says Epstein.
The wearables range is extensive. Along with cooling buffs, headbands, wristbands, socks and scarves, there are cooling brimmed hats and ball caps. Brands include Mission, Ergodyne, and Sunday Afternoon.
If you'd prefer a refreshing breeze, USB-chargeable handheld or wearable fans might do the job.

    
Chill advice
Lynn Campbell, co-founder of 10Adventures travel company in Calgary, Alberta, takes a lot of strenuous hiking and cycling trips with her husband, Richard. They've developed some easy hacks for hot days.
"We'll wake up early, so we're done by 10 or 11 a.m., or if we're out on the trails, split the day in two, so we rest by water or in the shade over the hottest part" of the day, she says.

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    Much of the U.S. is grappling with a record-breaking heatwave. So, how do people stay cool?

                

                
            
        

    


Wear light colors and thin, breathable fabrics. 
And bring an umbrella. "This is a game-changer," Campbell says. "Now we always pack ultralight, compact ones; they're incredible." 
Also, pour cool water on your head and back. "We freeze a few bottles of water so we can pour ice water on us to cool down," Campbell says. "Putting the bottles under the armpits, in the groin, or on the back of the neck can effectively cool a person down."
And Annita Katee, a contributing writer for Apartment Therapy, has another way to prep your bed on hot nights:

"Pop your sheets into the freezer at least two hours before bedtime, then pull them out right before you hit the sack," she wrote in a recent post. She folds hers into a zipped plastic bag, flattens it, then sets it on a freezer shelf between ice packs. 

    
"The result? A delightfully cool bed that feels like a refreshing oasis against the heat."
___
New York-based writer Kim Cook covers design and decor topics regularly for The AP. Follow her on Instagram at @kimcookhome.
For more AP Lifestyles stories, go to https://apnews.com/lifestyle
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                    Business

    For some employees, education benefits such as tuition assistance prove life-changing
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            By 
            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- After five years of working long nights as a truck driver, Julius Mosley wanted a change. He found driving unfulfilling, and his teenage son needed him to spend more time at home.
So Mosley took a job as a customer service representative at a telecommunications company near his home. The employee benefits included being able to take job-related classes for free. He decided he wanted to study leadership so he could learn about managing teams and helping people become the best versions of themselves. 
His company, Spectrum, paid for a 10-week front-line manager certificate program that Mosley went on to complete. Then it covered the tuition cost for a bachelor's degree in leadership and organization studies that he's currently pursuing. The company also promoted him to a management position while he took college courses online. 

    
"It's completely changed the course of my life," Mosley said about the education benefit, which took care of his tuition up front instead of requiring him to pay and seek later reimbursement. "It's truly a blessing to be able to do this." 
As higher education costs have grown to heights many U.S. residents find unattainable or illogical, some adults are looking to their employers for help defraying the expense of college and professional credentials. Nearly half of public and private employers have a tuition reimbursement program for employees, according to the Society for Human Resource Management, or SHRM.
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[image: Bruce Perry, 17, demonstrates the possibilities of artificial intelligence by creating an AI companion on Character AI, Tuesday, July 15, 2025, in Russellville, Ark. (AP Photo/Katie Adkins)]
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[image: This image released by Warmies shows plush animal toys that can be popped in the freezer to provide cooling comfort. (Warmies via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Beat the heat with these cooling gadgets and wearables
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Henry J. Heimlich uses lifegaurds at Coney Island swimming pool in suburban Cincinnati on Friday, July 9, 1999, to demonstrate how the Heimlich maneuver can help save people from drowning. (AP Photo/Tony Tribble, File)]
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Many employers that provide tuition assistance reimburse staff members up to $5,250 per year because that amount is tax-deductible, said Amy Dufrane, CEO of the Human Resource Certification Institute, which offers credentials to HR professionals. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Some companies offer more, including Bank of America, which provides tuition assistance of up to $7,500 annually, and Spectrum which, in addition to its prepaid tuition program, reimburses employees earning master's degrees or enrolled in classes that fall outside the scope of its prepaid program up to $10,000 per year.

    
    
    
"For companies who are looking to attract Generation Z and Millennials, it's a great way to bring them in because they're keenly interested in how companies are investing in them and the benefits that are available," said Dufrane.

    
Because many college graduates start jobs after accumulating student loan debt, about 8% of employers also offer help with student loan repayment, according to James Atkinson, vice president of thought leadership at SHRM. 
If continuing education feels out of reach financially or seems incompatible with job demands, experts say there are ways to explore the possibility, either by by making the case to your employer or seeking a position at a place that provides education benefits. 

    
A pay-it-forward model
In traditional tuition reimbursement programs, employees lay out thousands of dollars to pay for tuition, books and fees at the start of a semester, and usually must complete the course with a passing grade before a company would kick in its contribution.
That means employees would often wait four to six months before being reimbursed, which only works for more affluent workers, said Paul Marchand, chief human resources officer at Spectrum. 
"The person that can afford to put it on their credit card and sit with $3- or $4- or $5,000 of expenses due back to them and not be concerned about that cost, that is not our average worker," Marchand said. "Our average worker is making $25, $28, $30 bucks an hour, maybe having a second job, maybe a single parent with kids, ... and they're important workers for us, and we want to help develop them and grow their careers."
Spectrum launched a program that lets employees sign up for an array of certificates or college courses while paying nothing themselves. The eligible courses and where to take them came from Guild, a Denver company that works with employers on workforce development and tuition assistance.
Walmart offers a similar benefit to its front-line associates, who can enroll in college or certain classes without ever seeing an invoice, according to company spokesperson Jimmy Carter. The benefit also extends to family members of the employees, he said. 

    
Help with loan repayment

As recent college graduates have struggled with debts from college, some employers have added student loan repayment programs as well as tuition assistance. 
Morgan Woods, 29, a training analyst at semiconductor manufacturer GlobalFoundries, graduated from college with a $20,000 debt load. Her employer is paying $125 per month toward her student loans, a sum that will increase over time.
Woods now expects to pay off her loans four years earlier than she anticipated doing on her own and hopes it will improve her options as she explores buying a house.
"The fact that I'm now ahead of where I thought I would be a little over a year ago is very nice to see," she said.

    
Making the case
Not all employers offer education benefits, and when they do, they're not always widely publicized. To find out if your employer offers such benefits, ask a manager or a human resources representative. 
Show how a course or training directly relates to your role and how it would help you do your job more effectively, Dufrane advised. Even if there's no formal tuition reimbursement program, your employer might have a training or professional development budget.
"If you're taking on a stretch role or entering a new industry, you can advocate for training as part of your offer. Say something like, 'I'd like to take a course to help me get up to speed in this area.' In my experience, that shows initiative and employers often respect it," Dufrane said.
You can also approach your boss and say, "I want to move up and I want to invest in myself. What recommendations do you have for me?" Dufrane added. 
Finding the time
Fitting in classes, study sessions and paper writing can be daunting when holding down a full-time job, but there are ways to make it work. 
Rene Sotolongo, a cybersecurity analyst at the Human Resource Certification Institute, earned a master's degree in cybersecurity using tuition reimbursement benefits from his employer. To manage his time, he switched to working Monday through Thursday, studied on weeknights and dedicated Friday through Sunday to other schoolwork. 
"Without the tuition reimbursement or the organization's flexibility, there's no way that I would be able to" earn advanced degrees, said Sotolongo, who is now pursuing a PhD with assistance from HRCI. "It's rewarding in every aspect."
Providing flexibility shows commitment to employees, Dufrane said. "You've got to be flexible around learning because people have parents they're taking care of and kids they're taking care of, and going home at night isn't always the best time to be writing a paper," she said. 
Fitting in schoolwork while also meeting the needs of a son, a fiancee, a full-time job and a puppy has been challenging for Mosley, but it also provided a way to model studious behavior for his son. 
"Instead of me just telling him he needs to do his, now he's seeing me doing schoolwork, so that actually helped out with him wanting to do his work more," Mosley said. "We actually take time to sit down together some days to work on our homework, so it's been a life-changing situation."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well
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                    Health

    Thinking about taking a stab at IV therapy? Ask some questions first




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A patient is hooked up to an IV for a hangover treatment in Las Vegas on Sunday, April 15, 2012. (AP Photo/Julie Jacobson)]
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            TOM MURPHY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        IV therapy clinics are springing up around the country, touting quick ways to recover from a hangover or a hard workout. But doctors and regulators preach caution.
The services have been on a growth spurt since the COVID-19 pandemic, offering drips that promise to boost energy, gird immune systems or relieve joint pain. This is done from bags of intravenous fluids normally seen hanging next to hospital beds.
Customers must be willing to fork over as much as couple hundred dollars for each session -- in some cases for a mixture of vitamins and supplements that would be considerably cheaper in pill form.
Proponents say this approach helps customers hydrate faster and absorb more of a vitamin or supplement than they would by swallowing pills. 
But Dr. Sam Torbati, co-chair of emergency medicine at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles, says the therapy mostly helps people create "expensive urine," with the body clearing what it doesn't use. 

    
How many IV clinics are there?
They're hard to count, partly because some businesses just provide IV therapy while others offer it as part of a medical spa.
The practice grew popular during COVID-19, when access to doctors became limited and people grew more concerned about their immune system health, according to the American IV Association, an industry group.
Regulators in Ohio are following the trend closely in their state, which now has around 200 clinics. These businesses were largely unheard of there before the pandemic, said Cameron McNamee, a spokesman for the Ohio Board of Pharmacy.

    
    
    
What should customers know about IV therapy clinics?
Doctors say there are some good questions to pose before any treatment starts.
Customers should ask the person starting the IV how long they have been doing their job and what sort of training they have, said Torbati.
They also should know what's in the IV drip. For instance, "Wonder Juice" treatment offered by the Restore Hyper Wellness franchise combines six vitamins and supplements that are available, in oral form, on the pharmacy store shelves. 

    
Knowing all the ingredients comes in handy if someone has an allergic reaction.
Also ask where the company gets its drugs, if any are used. The answer should be a licensed pharmaceutical wholesaler, according to McNamee.
Otherwise, the drug could be counterfeit or substandard. Ohio regulators have suspended the licenses of businesses that purchased drugs on Facebook.
Customers also should make sure the clinic is in decent shape when they visit.
"If the office isn't clean, then the IV room's probably not clean either," McNamee said.
Why are regulators concerned?
They don't like that a nurse or a paramedic often helps a customer decide on an IV therapy and then delivers the treatment. Rules can vary, but many state regulators say a doctor, physician assistant or nurse practitioner should be involved.
The clinics often run on standing orders, which are issued by a doctor with the idea that they give the nurse or paramedic permission to treat patients according to certain protocols.
Hospital emergency rooms regularly operate on the same kind of orders, according to Dr. Chris Seitz, an emergency physician and chairman of the American IV Association's scientific advisory board.
"Many nurses saw patients before I ever could get to them in the emergency department and initiated care like IV fluids," he said.

    
Is there too much patient involvement?
Regulators also worry about the role customers play in picking their own treatments.
"A patient cannot enter a doctor's office or hospital and demand an IV any more than a patient can direct his or her own appendectomy," Kentucky officials said in a March statement.
But Seitz says there should be a partnership between any care provider and the patient, with the provider helping the patient make the right decision.
"Patients have a requirement and a need to be the CEO of their own health," he said.
Patient choice feeds another worry: the mixing of ingredients for specific treatments, a practice known as compounding. 
South Carolina regulators said in a 2023 statement that this should result from a valid care provider order, "not from a patient-driven menu akin to a fast-food restaurant."

    
However, proponents say the addition of vitamins or drugs to an IV treatment should not be confused with mixing prescription drugs in a lab.
"It's just pretty simple low-hanging fruit in terms of clinical complexity," said Jeff Cohen, a co-founder of the American IV Association.
What's the big picture?
IV therapy clinics do provide some care. They can help cancer patients or pregnant women stay hydrated. Some treatments offer relief from migraine pain.
But many drips require the creation of a sterile, soluble vitamin or supplement that is safe to put into someone's veins. That's more expensive to make than a vitamin that may cost a few cents a pill, Torbati noted.
Customers will need to determine whether the added expense is worth it. 
"Usually within eight hours, all that expensive therapy (is) peed out," he said.

    
 ___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Education

    These tips from experts can help your teenager navigate AI companions
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            Teenagers are increasingly turning to AI for advice, emotional support and decision-making, according to a new study-raising concern about their emotional development.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bruce Perry, 17, demonstrates Character AI, an artificial intelligence chatbot software that allows users to chat with popular characters such as EVE from Disney's 2008 animated film, WALL-E, Tuesday, July 15, 2025, in Russellville, Ark. (AP Photo/Katie Adkins)]
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            JOCELYN GECKER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        As artificial intelligence technology becomes part of daily life, adolescents are turning to chatbots for advice, guidance and conversation. The appeal is clear: Chatbots are patient, never judgmental, supportive and always available. 
That worries experts who say the booming AI industry is largely unregulated and that many parents have no idea about how their kids are using AI tools or the extent of personal information they are sharing with chatbots.
New research shows more than 70% of American teenagers have used AI companions and more than half converse with them regularly. The study by Common Sense Media focused on "AI companions," like Character. AI, Nomi and Replika, which it defines as "digital friends or characters you can text or talk with whenever you want," versus AI assistants or tools like ChatGPT, though it notes they can be used the same way.

    
It's important that parents understand the technology. Experts suggest some things parents can do to help protect their kids:
-- Start a conversation, without judgment, says Michael Robb, head researcher at Common Sense Media. Approach your teen with curiosity and basic questions: "Have you heard of AI companions?" "Do you use apps that talk to you like a friend?" Listen and understand what appeals to your teen before being dismissive or saying you're worried about it.
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[image: Bruce Perry, 17, demonstrates the possibilities of artificial intelligence by creating an AI companion on Character AI, Tuesday, July 15, 2025, in Russellville, Ark. (AP Photo/Katie Adkins)]
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[image: This image released by Warmies shows plush animal toys that can be popped in the freezer to provide cooling comfort. (Warmies via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Beat the heat with these cooling gadgets and wearables
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Henry J. Heimlich uses lifegaurds at Coney Island swimming pool in suburban Cincinnati on Friday, July 9, 1999, to demonstrate how the Heimlich maneuver can help save people from drowning. (AP Photo/Tony Tribble, File)]
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-- Help teens recognize that AI companions are programmed to be agreeable and validating. Explain that's not how real relationships work and that real friends with their own points of view can help navigate difficult situations in ways that AI companions cannot.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"One of the things that's really concerning is not only what's happening on screen but how much time it's taking kids away from relationships in real life," says Mitch Prinstein, chief of psychology at the American Psychological Association. "We need to teach kids that this is a form of entertainment. It's not real, and it's really important they distinguish it from reality and should not have it replace relationships in your actual life."

    
    
    
The APA recently put out a health advisory on AI and adolescent well-being, and tips for parents.

    
-- Parents should watch for signs of unhealthy attachments.
"If your teen is preferring AI interactions over real relationships or spending hours talking to AI companions, or showing that they are becoming emotionally distressed when separated from them -- those are patterns that suggest AI companions might be replacing rather than complementing human connection," Robb says.
-- Parents can set rules about AI use, just like they do for screen time and social media. Have discussions about when and how AI tools can and cannot be used. Many AI companions are designed for adult use and can mimic romantic, intimate and role-playing scenarios.
While AI companions may feel supportive, children should understand the tools are not equipped to handle a real crisis or provide genuine mental health support. If kids are struggling with depression, anxiety, loneliness, an eating disorder or other mental health challenges, they need human support -- whether it is family, friends or a mental health professional.

    
-- Get informed. The more parents know about AI, the better. "I don't think people quite get what AI can do, how many teens are using it and why it's starting to get a little scary," says Prinstein, one of many experts calling for regulations to ensure safety guardrails for children. "A lot of us throw our hands up and say, 'I don't know what this is!' This sounds crazy!' Unfortunately, that tells kids if you have a problem with this, don't come to me because I am going to diminish it and belittle it."
Older teenagers have advice, too, for parents and kids. Banning AI tools is not a solution because the technology is becoming ubiquitous, says Ganesh Nair, 18.
"Trying not to use AI is like trying to not use social media today. It is too ingrained in everything we do," says Nair, who is trying to step back from using AI companions after seeing them affect real-life friendships in his high school. "The best way you can try to regulate it is to embrace being challenged."

    
"Anything that is difficult, AI can make easy. But that is a problem," says Nair. "Actively seek out challenges, whether academic or personal. If you fall for the idea that easier is better, then you are the most vulnerable to being absorbed into this newly artificial world."
___

The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Health

    More elderly Americans are choking to death. Are these devices the answer?




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dr. Henry Heimlich describes the maneuver he developed to help clear obstructions from the windpipes of choking victims, during an interview in his home in Cincinnati on Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2014. (AP Photo/Al Behrman, File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            Dr. Henry Heimlich describes the maneuver he developed to help clear obstructions from the windpipes of choking victims, during an interview in his home in Cincinnati on Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2014. (AP Photo/Al Behrman, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Alainna Lantz, 12, of Bridgeport, W.Va., practices the Heimlich maneuver during a free Safe Sitter course offered by West Virginia University's Center for Rural Emergency Medicine on June 11, 2003, in Fairmont, W.Va. (AP Photo/Dale Sparks, File)]
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[image: Dr. Henry J. Heimlich uses lifegaurds at Coney Island swimming pool in suburban Cincinnati on Friday, July 9, 1999, to demonstrate how the Heimlich maneuver can help save people from drowning. (AP Photo/Tony Tribble, File)]
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            By 
            MIKE STOBBE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It was the scariest choking incident David Palumbo had ever seen.
The 88-year-old man had been dining at a Providence, Rhode Island, Italian restaurant in September 2019. Now he was unconscious, with a piece of bread lodged in his windpipe. Precious minutes went by as first responders were unable to help him with CPR or the Heimlich maneuver.
In an ambulance on the way to the hospital, the elderly man's skin was blue, and firefighters worried he was going to die. Palumbo -- a fire department captain -- used a scissors-like device called Magill forceps to pull the bread from the man's throat.
"We get a lot of calls in the city for choking," many of which are resolved before emergency responders even get there, Palumbo added. "This was by far the worst one I've been on in my career."
Fortunately, the man survived and made a full recovery, he said.

    
But many elderly people do not. Each year, choking claims the lives of more than 4,100 Americans who are 65 or older. It's the most vulnerable age group, accounting for about three-quarters of U.S. choking deaths, according to federal health statistics. 
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[image: Bruce Perry, 17, demonstrates the possibilities of artificial intelligence by creating an AI companion on Character AI, Tuesday, July 15, 2025, in Russellville, Ark. (AP Photo/Katie Adkins)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Teens say they are turning to AI for friendship
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warmies shows plush animal toys that can be popped in the freezer to provide cooling comfort. (Warmies via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Beat the heat with these cooling gadgets and wearables
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Making healthy snacks a habit when afternoon energy slumps strike at work
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




The death rate has been relatively steady, but the number has risen, as the size of the nation's retirement-age population grows.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


In response, a number of companies are marketing antichoking devices to the elderly. Medical professionals have been debating whether to endorse the products, sold under the names LifeVac, SaveLix, VitalVac and the Dechoker.

    
    
    
Dr. Nathan Charlton, a University of Virginia professor of emergency medicine who advises the American Red Cross on first aid, said there is limited evidence for the products and that the Red Cross is still evaluating them.
Here's a look at choking and the best ways to prevent choking deaths.

    
Choking is a danger to older adults
Choking occurs when food or some other object partially or totally blocks the windpipe, preventing oxygen from reaching the lungs.
Telltale signs include someone reaching for their neck and losing the ability to speak normally. Brain damage can occur after four minutes, and death can come just a few minutes later.
Older adults are at higher risk for a number of reasons. As people get older, mouth and throat muscles can weaken. Older people also make less saliva. Some chronic diseases and medications can make swallowing even harder. Dentures can be a choking risk.
The best ways to stop choking
Choking risk can be reduced by cutting food into small pieces, chewing food slowly, drinking plenty of liquids with meals, and not laughing or talking at the same time you are chewing and swallowing.
When someone is choking, you can try perhaps the oldest form of first aid: back slaps. 
There's also the Heimlich maneuver, named after the doctor credited with devising it in the 1970s. It involves standing behind the choking person, wrapping your arms around their abdomen and -- with a balled fist -- thrusting inward and upward. The idea is that it forces air out of the lungs, and the obstruction with it.
The American Red Cross recommends alternating back blows and abdominal thrusts in sets of five.

    
That's for situations in which someone is around to help a choking victim. But what if they are alone? 
It is possible for someone try to self-administer a Heimlich by thrusting their abdomen against the back of a chair, Charlton said.
Makers of some the newer anti-choking devices say that's where their products can make a difference. 
"Elderly people probably are not capable of diving on a chair or counter," said Arthur Lih, the founder and chief executive of LifeVac.
Antichoking devices aren't always risk-free
They vary in design, but generally the devices look like a face mask attached to a tube or bellows, with a handle at the end. They typically sell for around $30 to $100.
A choking person dons the mask, pushes down on the handle and then pulls up. That is supposed to create a suction that would pull out the blockage.
Some research suggests at least certain devices can injure the tongue or cause bleeding and swelling in the throat. And the U.S. Food and Drug Administration has reports that some products did not generate enough suction and left people with bruising around the face, lips, and mouth.

    
An injury report led the FDA to do an inspection and issue a warning letter to Dechoker in 2021.
Manufacturers note their products are registered with the FDA, but that's not the same as an endorsement. Indeed, the agency last year issued a notice to consumers that said it has not approved antichoking devices sold over the counter, because their safety and effectiveness haven't been established.
Lih said the FDA action was in response to the proliferation of antichoking devices entering the market that vary in design and quality.

    
More research is needed, choking expert says
Right now, the consensus -- even among antichoking device manufacturers -- is that back blows and abdominal thrusts should always be tried first. (The forceps that Palumbo used are not recommended for the general public.)
Lih said thousands of nursing homes and emergency response agencies have purchased the newer antichoking devices.
One example: The police department in Acworth, Georgia, bought about 75 LifeVac devices after an officer last year used her personal device to save an elderly woman. They are now in every patrol car, said Sgt. Eric Mistretta.
Manufacturers claim the products have saved thousands of lives across multiple countries, but it's tricky to document how well they actually work, said Dr. Cody Dunne, a University of Calgary researcher who has tried.
The early evidence has come from case reports or small studies that used mannequins and cadavers. 
"I think the case is definitely being built," he said, but more rigorous research is needed. For example, a larger study could compare what happened during choking incidents at nursing homes that stock the devices with those that don't.
Dunne noted, however, that evidence for the Heimlich maneuver and back slaps is evolving, too. He co-authored a study last year that found back blows worked better than the Heimlich or chest compressions.
"We're only now getting good evidence on the old choking techniques, let alone these new ones," he said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Democrats are becoming a force in traditionally conservative The Villages




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell) -

                



            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            REBECCA BLACKWELL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        THE VILLAGES, Fla. (AP) -- The Villages, one of the world's largest retirement communities, has long been known as a conservative stronghold. In the past, left-leaning residents of the central Florida enclave tended to keep their views to themselves, fearing they might be kicked out of their golf group, excluded from the mahjong club, or disinvited from a neighborhood pool party. 
But Vice President Kamala Harris' emergence as the Democratic Party's presidential candidate has given the small, but enthusiastic group a boost of confidence and a push into the light.
"They are beginning to realize that they have a voice and they can use it," said Diane Foley, president of the Villages Democratic Club, which has seen its membership nearly double since the 2020 election cycle, to around 1,500 people.
Prior to that time, she noted, "Democrats have been inclined to be quiet and to not broadcast their political preferences because we were so overwhelmed by the Republican party." 

    
    
    
Parades of golf carts decorated in support of Harris have rolled through the streets, and second gentleman Doug Emhoff recently paid a visit. Meanwhile, Democrats opting to wear a T-shirt or put up a lawn sign in favor of Harris have had neighbors approach them with relief, saying, "We thought we were the only ones."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Dubman takes a picture of friends Chris Stanley, wearing an "I have concepts of a plan" T-shirt poking fun at the recent debate performance of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, and Dee Melvin, wearing a shirt showing support for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, as a group of Democratic friends participate in their regular brunch meet-up, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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Still, most say they choose not to talk politics openly, to avoid tension in Wildwood-The Villages, the official name of this census-designated, master-planned metro area of more than 151,000 people. 
"You want to get along with your neighbors. They're nice people. So we just don't talk about it," says Foley. 
Retired lawyer Howard Underwood, 71, and his wife, Janet, 74, were Republicans for four decades until Donald Trump became the candidate in 2016. 
"We've made common cause with the Democrats, even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," says Underwood, who is now not affiliated with either major party but has volunteered with the Democrats club to support Harris.


    
Underwood won't go so far as to put a bumper sticker on his car for fear of blowback, but he acknowledges that the political atmosphere is changing, however slightly. 
"Democrats in The Villages has kind of become a thing," he said with a laugh.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wearing matching Harris-Walz T-shirts, Glen Smith, 62, and his wife Suzi, 64, play pickleball with other members of The Villages Democratic Club, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The Smiths say that friends questioned why they would choose to move to such a conservative enclave. "Somebody has to infiltrate," joked Suzi. "Most of our best friends are conservative." Adds Glen, "We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Wearing matching Harris-Walz T-shirts, Glen Smith, 62, and his wife Suzi, 64, play pickleball with other members of The Villages Democratic Club, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. The Smiths say that friends questioned why they would choose to move to such a conservative enclave. "Somebody has to infiltrate," joked Suzi. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    Most of our best friends are conservative. We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it."


                    
                        - Glen Smith

                    
                
            

        

    




            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Trump flag flies from the home of Dave Farraday, a 74-year-old retired utility worker from Pennsylvania, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Farraday, who registered to vote for the first time in 2016 to support Donald Trump, will again vote for the former President and Republican presidential nominee, over economic issues, but says he would have preferred different candidates to run. Two homes on his street have lawn signs supporting Harris, but Farraday says political differences don't get in the way of neighborliness. "We're all here for one reason, we're retired," he said. "We're relaxing...trying to." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We're all here for one reason, we're retired. We're relaxing... trying to."


                    
                        - Dave Farraday

                    
                
            

        

    




            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Weseman, who lives outside The Villages with five macaws, often comes to one of the town squares to find people to share his passion with, letting interested passerby hold friendly Kayko on their arm and take pictures with the birds. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." Now independents, "We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," said Howard. "The alternative is unthinkable." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things... The alternative is unthinkable."


                    
                        - Howard Underwood

                    
                
            

        

    




         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish,"


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    




            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" Newman tells them, "Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too."


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    




            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    There was no effort until Harris came on... It was general depression. No one wanted to get involved."


                    
                        - Villages Democratic Club president Diane Foley


                    
                
            

        

    




            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    We have gotten death threats about who we are going to vote for,"


                    
                        - Independent voter Patricia Coe

                    
                
            

        

    




         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024.  (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
        
    
        


        


    




 


    

    
    
    


    
    
        
            
                
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lesley, left, and Matt Dzik, pose for a portrait, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in Urbana, Ill. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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        Visually-led storytelling featuring U.S. voters and the issues that matter most to them in the upcoming U.S. election.

AP has photo and video journalists in every region of the U.S. In the run up to the U.S. election, the team is collaborating on a series of visual stories about U.S. voters in their local communities.
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    'Why? Why? Why?' Ukraine's Mariupol descends into despair




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            5 of 30 | 
            People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MSTYSLAV CHERNOV, EVGENIY MALOLETKA and LORI HINNANT

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        MARIUPOL, Ukraine (AP) -- The bodies of the children all lie here, dumped into this narrow trench hastily dug into the frozen earth of Mariupol to the constant drumbeat of shelling. 
There's 18-month-old Kirill, whose shrapnel wound to the head proved too much for his little toddler's body. There's 16-year-old Iliya, whose legs were blown up in an explosion during a soccer game at a school field. There's the girl no older than 6  who wore the pajamas with cartoon unicorns, among the first of Mariupol's children to die from a Russian shell. 
They are stacked together with dozens of others in this mass grave on the outskirts of the city. A man covered in a bright blue tarp, weighed down by stones at the crumbling curb. A woman wrapped in a red and gold bedsheet, her legs neatly bound at the ankles with a scrap of white fabric. Workers toss the bodies in as fast as they can, because the less time they spend in the open, the better their own chances of survival.

    
    
    
"The only thing (I want) is for this to be finished," raged worker Volodymyr Bykovskyi, pulling crinkling black body bags from a truck. "Damn them all, those people who started this!" 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
More bodies will come, from streets where they are everywhere and from the hospital basement where adults and children are laid out awaiting someone to pick them up. The youngest still has an umbilical stump attached. 
Each airstrike and shell that relentlessly pounds Mariupol -- about one a minute at times -- drives home the curse of a geography that has put the city squarely in the path of Russia's domination of Ukraine. This southern seaport of 430,000 has become a symbol of Russian President Vladimir Putin's drive to crush democratic Ukraine -- but also of a fierce resistance on the ground. 
In the nearly three weeks since Russia's war began, two Associated Press journalists have been the only international media present in Mariupol, chronicling its fall into chaos and despair. The city is now encircled by Russian soldiers, who are slowly squeezing the life out of it, one blast at a time.

    
Several  appeals for humanitarian corridors to evacuate civilians went unheeded, until Ukrainian officials said Wednesday that about 30,000 people had fled in convoys of cars. Airstrikes and shells have hit the maternity hospital, the fire department, homes, a church, a field outside a school. For the estimated hundreds of thousands who remain, there is quite simply nowhere to go. 
The surrounding roads are mined and the port blocked. Food is running out, and the Russians have stopped humanitarian attempts to bring it in. Electricity is mostly gone and water is sparse, with residents melting snow to drink. Some parents have even left their newborns at the hospital, perhaps hoping to give them a chance at life in the one place with decent electricity and water.
People burn scraps of furniture in makeshift grills to warm their hands in the freezing cold and cook what little food there still is. The grills themselves are built with the one thing in plentiful supply: bricks and shards of metal scattered in the streets from destroyed buildings. 

    
Death is everywhere. Local officials have tallied more than 2,500 deaths in the siege, but many bodies can't be counted because of the endless shelling. They have told families to leave their dead outside in the streets because it's too dangerous to hold funerals. 
Many of the deaths documented by the AP were of children and mothers, despite Russia's claims that civilians haven't been attacked.

    
    
    
"They have a clear order to hold Mariupol hostage, to mock it, to constantly bomb and shell it," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on March 10. 
Just weeks ago, Mariupol's future seemed much brighter. 
If geography drives a city's destiny, Mariupol was on the path to success, with its thriving iron and steel plants, a deep-water port and high global demand for both. Even the dark weeks of 2014, when the city nearly fell to Russia-backed separatists in vicious street battles, were fading into memory. 

    
    
    

    
And so the first few days of the invasion had a perverse familiarity for many residents. About 100,000 people left at that time while they still could, according to Serhiy Orlov, the deputy mayor. But most stayed put, figuring they could wait out whatever came next or eventually make their way west like so many others. 
"I felt more fear in 2014, I don't feel the same panic now," Anna Efimova said as she shopped for supplies at a market on Feb. 24. "There is no panic. There's nowhere to run, where can we run?" 
That same day, a Ukrainian military radar and airfield were among the first targets of Russian artillery. Shelling and airstrikes could and did come at any moment, and people spent most of their time in shelters. Life was hardly normal, but it was livable. 
By Feb. 27, that started to change, as an ambulance raced into a city hospital carrying a small motionless girl, not yet 6. Her brown hair was pulled back off her pale face with a rubber band, and her pajama pants were bloodied by Russian shelling. 

    
Her wounded father came with her, his head bandaged. Her mother stood outside the ambulance, weeping. 
As the doctors and nurses huddled around her, one gave her an injection. Another shocked her with a defibrillator. A doctor in blue scrubs, pumping oxygen into her, looked straight into the camera of an AP journalist allowed inside and cursed. 
"Show this to Putin," he stormed with expletive-laced fury. "The eyes of this child and crying doctors." 
They couldn't save her. Doctors covered the tiny body with her pink striped jacket and gently closed her eyes. She now rests in the mass grave. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
The same geography that for so long worked in Mariupol's favor had turned against it. The city stands squarely between regions controlled by the Russia-backed separatists -- about 10 kilometers (six miles) to the east at the closest point -- and the Crimean Peninsula annexed by Russia in 2014. The capture of Mariupol would give the Russians a clear land corridor all the way through, controlling the Sea of Azov. 
As February ended, the siege began. Ignoring the danger, or restless, or perhaps just feeling invincible as teenagers do, a group of boys met up a few days later, on March 2, to play soccer on a pitch outside a school. 
A bomb exploded. The blast tore through Iliya's legs. 
The odds were against him, and increasingly against the city. The electricity went out yet again, as did most mobile networks. Without communications, medics had to guess which hospitals could still handle the wounded and which roads could still be navigated to reach them. 
Iliya couldn't be saved. His father, Serhii, dropped down, hugged his dead boy's head and wailed out his grief. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 4, it was yet another child in the emergency room -- Kirill, the toddler struck in the head by shrapnel. His mother and stepfather bundled him in a blanket. They hoped for the best, and then endured the worst. 
"Why? Why? Why?" his sobbing mother, Marina Yatsko, asked in the hospital hallway, as medical workers looked on helplessly. She tenderly unwrapped the blanket around her lifeless child to kiss him and inhale his scent one last time, her dark hair falling over him. 
That was the day the darkness settled in for good -- a blackout in both power and knowledge. Ukrainian television and radio were cut, and car stereos became the only link to the outside world. They played Russian news, describing a world that couldn't be further from the reality in Mariupol.
As it sunk in that there was truly no escape, the mood of the city changed. It didn't take long for grocery store shelves to empty. Mariupol's residents cowered by night in underground shelters and emerged by day to grab what they could before scurrying underground again. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 6, in the way of desperate people everywhere, they turned on each other. On one street lined with darkened stores, people smashed windows, pried open metal shutters, grabbed what they could. 
A man who had broken into a store found himself face to face with the furious shopkeeper, caught red-handed with a child's rubber ball. 
"You bastard, you stole that ball now. Put the ball back. Why did you even come here?" she demanded. Shame written on his face, he tossed the ball into a corner and fled. 
Nearby, a soldier emerged from another looted store, on the verge of tears. 
"People, please be united. ... This is your home. Why are you smashing windows, why are you stealing from your shops?" he pleaded, his voice breaking. 
Yet another attempt to negotiate an evacuation failed. A crowd formed at one of the roads leading away from the city, but a police officer blocked their path. 
"Everything is mined, the ways out of town are being shelled," he told them. "Trust me, I have family at home, and I am also worried about them. Unfortunately, the maximum security for all of us is to be inside the city, underground and in the shelters." 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]



        

        
        
            
                    A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
And that's where Goma Janna could be found that night, weeping beside an oil lamp that threw light but not enough heat to take the chill off the basement room. She wore a scarf and a cheery turquoise snowflake sweater as she roughly rubbed the tears from her face, one side at a time. Behind her, beyond the small halo of light, a small group of women and children crouched in the darkness, trembling at the explosions above. 
"I want my home, I want my job. I'm so sad about people and about the city, the children," she sobbed. 
This agony fits in with Putin's goals. The siege is a military tactic popularized in medieval times and designed to crush a population through starvation and violence, allowing an attacking force to spare its own soldiers the cost of entering a hostile city. Instead, civilians are the ones left to die, slowly and painfully. 
Putin has refined the tactic during his years in power, first in the Chechen city of Grozny in 2000 and then in the Syrian city of Aleppo in 2016. He reduced both to ruins.
"It epitomizes Russian warfare, what we see now in terms of the siege," said Mathieu Boulegue, a researcher for Chatham House's Russia program. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
By March 9, the sound of Russian fighter jets in Mariupol was enough to send people screaming for cover -- anything to avoid the airstrikes they knew would follow, even if they didn't know where.
The jets rumbled across the sky, this time decimating the maternity hospital. They left a crater two stories deep in the courtyard. 
Rescuers rushed a pregnant woman through the rubble and light snow as she stroked her bloodied belly, face blanched and head lolling listlessly to the side. Her baby was dying inside her, and she knew it, medics said. 
"Kill me now!" she screamed, as they struggled to save her life at another hospital even closer to the front line. 
The baby was born dead. A half-hour later, the mother died too. The doctors had no time to learn either of their names.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
Another pregnant woman, Mariana Vishegirskaya, was waiting to give birth at the maternity hospital when the strike hit. Her brow and cheek bloodied, she clutched her belongings in a plastic bag and navigated the debris-strewn stairs in polka-dot pajamas. Outside the ruined hospital, she stared motionless with wide blue eyes at the crackling flames. 
Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shellfire. Baby Veronika drew her first breath on March 10. 
The two women -- one dead and one a mother -- have since become the symbol of their blackened, burning hometown. Facing worldwide condemnation, Russian officials claimed that the maternity hospital had been taken over by far-right Ukrainian forces to use as a base and emptied of patients and nurses. 
In two tweets, the Russian Embassy in London posted side-by-side images of AP photos with the word "FAKE" over them in red text. They claimed that the maternity hospital had long been out of operation, and that Vishegirskaya was an actress playing a role. Twitter has since removed the tweets, saying they violated its rules. 

    
    
    
The AP reporters in Mariupol who documented the attack in video and photos saw nothing to indicate the hospital was used as anything other than a hospital. There is also nothing to suggest Vishegirskaya, a Ukrainian beauty blogger from Mariupol, was anything but a patient. Veronika's birth attests to the pregnancy that her mother carefully documented on Instagram, including one post in which she is wearing the polka-dot pajamas. 
Two days after Veronika was born, four Russian tanks emblazoned with the letter Z took up position near the hospital where she and her mother were recovering. An AP journalist was among a group of medical workers who came under sniper fire, with one hit in the hip. 
The windows rattled, and the hallways were lined with people with nowhere else to go. Anastasia Erashova wept and trembled as she held a sleeping child. Shelling had just killed her other child as well as her brother's child, and Erashova's scalp was encrusted with blood. 
"I don't know where to run to," she cried out, her anguish growing with every sob. "Who will bring back our children? Who?" 
By early this week, Russian forces had seized control of the building entirely, trapping medics and patients inside and using it as a base, according to a doctor there and local officials.
Orlov, the deputy mayor, predicted worse is soon to come. Most of the city remains trapped.

"Our defenders will defend to the last bullet," he said. "But people are dying without water and food, and I think in the next several days we will count hundreds and thousands of deaths."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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___
Hinnant reported from Paris. Vasylisa Stepanenko contributed to this report, along with Andrew Meldrum in Cape Town, South Africa.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the Ukraine crisis at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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    UN says booming solar, wind and other green energy hits global tipping point for even lower costs




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    The United Nations reports a global shift toward renewable energy, calling it a "positive tipping point." Tuesday's U.N. reports reveal that 92.5% of new electricity capacity in 2022 came from renewables, with wind and solar leading the way.


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            SETH BORENSTEIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The global switch to renewable energy has passed a "positive tipping point" where solar and wind power will become even cheaper and more widespread, according to two United Nations reports released Tuesday, describing a bright spot amid otherwise gloomy progress to curb climate change.
Last year, 74% of the growth in electricity generated worldwide was from wind, solar and other green sources, according to the U.N.'s multiagency report, called Seizing the Moment of Opportunity. It found that 92.5% of all new electricity capacity added to the grid worldwide in that time period came from renewables. Meanwhile, sales of electric vehicles are up from 500,000 in 2015 to more than 17 million in 2024.
The three cheapest electricity sources globally last year were onshore wind, solar panels and new hydropower, according to an energy cost report by the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA). Solar power now is 41% cheaper and wind power is 53% cheaper globally than the lowest-cost fossil fuel, the reports said. Fossil fuels, which are the chief cause of climate change, include coal, oil and natural gas.

    
"The fossil fuel age is flailing and failing," United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said in Tuesday morning speech unveiling the reports. "We are in the dawn of a new energy era. An era where cheap, clean, abundant energy powers a world rich in economic opportunity."
"Just follow the money," Guterres said, quoting the reports that showed last year there was $2 trillion in investment in green energy, which is about $800 billion more than in fossil fuels.

    
    
    
UN officials say switch to renewables needs to speed up

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sheep graze under solar panels in Hainan prefecture of western China's Qinghai province on Tuesday, July 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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Still, United Nations officials said the switch to renewable energy, while remarkable compared to 10 years ago, is not happening fast enough.

    
    * Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


The global renewables growth has been mostly in developed countries such as China -- where one-tenth of the economy is tied up in green energy -- as well as countries such as India and Brazil. 

    
Yet Africa represented less than 2% of the new green energy capacity installed last year despite having great electrification needs, the reports said. United Nations officials blamed the high cost of capital for the Global South.
"The Global South must be empowered to generate its own electricity without adding to already unsustainable level of debts," said Bahamian climate scientist Adelle Thomas of the Natural Resources Defense Council. Thomas, who did not work on the reports, added that they debunk the myth that clean energy cannot compete with fossil fuels, instead showing a clean energy future is not just possible but likely inevitable.
The U.N. reports are "right on the money," said University of Michigan environment dean Jonathan Overpeck, who also wasn't part of the studies. He said the economic tipping point leads to a cycle that keeps driving renewable costs down and makes fossil fuel power less and less desirable.
Renewables grow despite high subsidies for fossil fuels

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers install panels at a solar project May 21, 2025, in Galena, Alaska. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]
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And renewables are booming despite fossil fuels getting nearly nine times the government consumption subsidies as they do, Guterres and the reports said. In 2023, global fossil fuel subsidies amounted to $620 billion, compared to $70 billion for renewables, the U.N. report said.

    
But just as renewables are booming, fossil fuel production globally is still increasing, instead of going down in response. United Nations officials said that's because power demand is increasing overall, spurred by developing countries, artificial intelligence data centers and the need for cooling in an ever warmer world.
"A typical AI data center eats up as much electricity as 100,000 homes," Guterres said. "By 2030 data centers could consume as much electricity as all of Japan does today."
So Guterres called on the world's major tech firms to power data centers completely with renewables by 2030.
Solar and wind power face US cuts to renewable energy programs

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Employees carry solar panels at the Adani New Industries Limited in the port town of Mundra in Western India's Gujarat state, India, Sept. 20, 2023. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool, File)]
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In the United States, solar and wind power had been growing at a rate of 12.3% per year from 2018 to 2023, the IRENA report said. But since President Donald Trump took office earlier this year, his administration has withdrawn the nation from the landmark Paris climate accord and cut many federal renewable energy programs, with a renewed emphasis on fossil fuels. 

    
Guterres warned nations hanging on to fossil fuels that they were heading down a dangerous path that would make them poorer not richer, without naming the United States specifically.
"Countries that cling to fossil fuels are not protecting their economies, they sabotaging them. Driving up costs. Undermining competitiveness. Locking in stranded assets," Guterres said.
Renewables are the smart way to go for energy security, Guterres said. With renewables, he said, "there are no price spikes for sunlight. No embargoes on wind."
David Waskow of the World Resources Institute said the message of problems mixed with optimism makes sense. He compared Tuesday's assessment to climbing a mountain and taking time halfway through to look down and appreciate how far you've come. But a look up shows the trek is getting steeper.

    
Guterres said he understands how young people could have a sense of "doom and gloom," and regrets what his generation has left them -- but all is not lost.
"This is not inevitable. We have the tools, the instruments, the capacity to change course," Guterres said. "There are reasons to be hopeful."
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Cyprus gets help from other countries in battling huge wildfire that has killed 2
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            Police in Cyprus found two bodies inside a burned-out car Thursday after a massive wildfire scorched 100 square kilometers (38.6 square miles) of forested hillsides, destroyed numerous homes and forced the evacuation of a dozen villages on the southern side of the island nation's Troodos mountain range. (AP video: Petros Karadjias/ Production: Lefteris Pitarakis, Menelaos Hadjicostis)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Residents try to extinguish the blazes in Omodos village, Cyprus, during a massive wildfire on the southern side of the east Mediterranean island nation's Troodos mountain range, Thursday, July 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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[image: Flames burn near a house in Souni village, Cyprus, during a massive wildfire on the southern side of the east Mediterranean island nation's Troodos mountain range, Thursday, July 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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[image: A firefighter along with her colleagues try to extinguish a fire in Souni village, Cyprus, during a massive wildfire on the southern side of the east Mediterranean island nation's Troodos mountain range, Thursday, July 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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[image: A helicopter drops water over a burned forest in Souni village, Cyprus, during a massive wildfire on the southern side of the east Mediterranean island nation's Troodos mountain range, Thursday, July 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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[image: A man speaking on his cellphone walks through a burned area in Souni village, Cyprus, during a massive wildfire on the southern side of the east Mediterranean island nation's Troodos mountain range, Thursday, July 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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            A man speaking on his cellphone walks through a burned area in Souni village, Cyprus, during a massive wildfire on the southern side of the east Mediterranean island nation's Troodos mountain range, Thursday, July 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            MENELAOS HADJICOSTIS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        SOUNI, Cyprus (AP) -- Aircraft from Jordan, Israel, Lebanon and Spain were on their way Thursday to help battle a huge wildfire in Cyprus that has claimed the lives of two people. Police were investigating reports that arsonists were to blame.
The flames have scorched more than 120 square kilometers (46 square miles) of forested hillsides in one of the worst such blazes in recent memory. 
The fire, which appeared to have died down overnight, flared up again Thursday along several fronts. More than 250 firefighters, 75 engines and 14 aircraft were working to contain the flames, government spokesman Constantinos Letymbiotis said.
Very strong winds, high temperatures and very arid conditions after three winters of minimal rainfall created a perfect storm at the wildfire's peak late Wednesday, Letymbiotis said. Fire crews struggled to contain the flames in difficult, hilly terrain. Fire Service spokesman Andreas Kettis said the fire near the wine-making village of Omodos was particularly difficult to battle.

    
Letymbiotis pledged government assistance for people who lost their livelihood, and for property owners to rebuild their gutted homes.



    
        




    




Antonis Christou, a 67-year-old resident of the village of Kantou, described how the entire hillside and valley below his home was aflame.
"I cried, honestly I cried because the world was on fire," he said.
"Two fire engines came and if they hadn't come, the fire would have swept through the village," he said, describing scenes of "pandemonium" at a village dog shelter where owners rushed to evacuate the animals, as well as bumper-to-bumper traffic on roads leading away from the fire fronts.

    
    
    
Letymbiotis said that four Jordanian fixed-wing aircraft and two Egyptian helicopters are already on the island while two planes from Israel, a pair from Spain and two more from Lebanon would be arriving to assist in firefighting efforts "as soon as possible." Greece is also dispatching 26 elite firefighters to Cyprus.

    
Police were investigating reports that the fire, which began around noon Wednesday, was the work of arsonists, according to the government spokesman.
Egyptian Petroleum Minister Karim Badawi, who is visiting Cyprus, said that two "specialized helicopters" would be arriving in Cyprus later Thursday to demonstrate that his country is a "strategic, reliable partner" to Cyprus.
Police were still trying to identify the charred remains of two people who were found inside a burned-out car on the shoulder of the main Monagri-Alassa road. Police initially reported the discovery of one body late Wednesday, but a more thorough search of the gutted vehicle found a second body. 
Health officials said seven people are being treated in three hospitals for burns and smoke inhalation.
Letymbiotis deflected criticism by some residents, saying that fire crews had responded quickly to calls for help and that all firefighting protocols had been activated from the first instance. 
Meanwhile, the Cyprus Red Cross and other organizations offered help to dozens of people who lost homes. Justice Minister Marios Hartsiotis said that 100 people who were evacuated from fire-hit communities were being hosted in temporary shelters.

    
Cyprus' Interior Ministry urged the evacuation of all camping grounds on the Troodos mountain range as a precaution. 

The fire on Wednesday had forced the evacuation of at least 14 villages as media reports showed gutted homes smoldering. In the village of Lofou, at least 20 homes were destroyed as fires threatened a group of stranded evacuees trying to flee.
Police continued to block road access to the fire-afflicted communities.
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    A look at megafires as an Oregon wildfire approaches the 100,000-acre mark
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            A look at megafires as an Oregon wildfire approaches the 100,000-acre mark

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo taken with a drone provided by the Bootleg Fire Incident Command, a pyrocumulus cloud, also known as a fire cloud, is seen over the Bootleg Fire in southern Oregon on July 14, 2021. (Bootleg Fire Incident Command via AP)]
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            In this photo taken with a drone provided by the Bootleg Fire Incident Command, a pyrocumulus cloud, also known as a fire cloud, is seen over the Bootleg Fire in southern Oregon on July 14, 2021. (Bootleg Fire Incident Command via AP)
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            ISABELLA O'MALLEY and SARAH BRUMFIELD

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        A wildfire burning in a sparsely populated region of central Oregon has become the largest fire this year and is on the verge of surpassing 100,000 acres to become what's officially known as a megafire.
Nearly 900 personnel have been battling the Cram Fire about 100 miles (160 kilometers) southeast of Portland, and they have it about 73% contained with more than 95,000 acres burned.
Here's a look at what megafires are and their increasing frequency in the warming world.

    
What is a megafire?
A megafire is generally defined as a fire that burns at least 100,000 acres, said Craig Clements, a climate scientist and director of the Wildfire Interdisciplinary Research Center at San Jose State University. That translates to about 156 square miles (404 square kilometers), or about half the size of New York City, which has a land area of 300 square miles (778 square kilometers).
Not all researchers agree that megafire is a scientifically sound term, though Clements has used it, and with its usage by the media increasing, he believes it's "here to stay," similar to "heat dome" and other popular weather labels that aren't formal scientific terms. References to 100,000 acres as megafires can also be found in some government reports and research in recent years.



    
        




    




Are megafires happening more often?
There were at least 14 wildfires that burned more than 100,000 acres in the U.S. in 2024, according to a report by the National Interagency Coordination Center. A 2022 Interior Department report found that the number of megafires, which it defined as more than 100,000 acres, had increased in the preceding decade.
The amount of forest area burned each year in the western U.S. has approximately tripled since the 1980s, according to Brian Harvey, professor of forest fire science at the University of Washington. 

    
The link between wildfires and climate change
The link between climate change and the increasing frequency of severe wildfires is particularly noticeable in the western U.S. and the boreal forest that stretches from Canada into Alaska, Harvey said, because these fire-prone ecosystems rely on winter snowpack to provide moisture all summer, and global warming has led to less snow, melting earlier in the year. 
Wildfires naturally occur in healthy ecosystems, but extreme wildfires can slow the regrowth of native plants and trees and create favorable conditions for invasive species. The threat is growing as climate change can make wildfires more frequent and severe, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
Wildfire seasons are also influenced by lightning, land management practices and human-caused fires. Fires started by humans account for 70-90% of wildfires depending on the state and year, according to the USDA. This includes fires started by fireworks or discarded cigarettes.
Rising temperatures and longer droughts have dried out plants and leaves, driving wildfires in the western U.S. over the past 20 years, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. "Fires are getting bigger and this has been linked to drying of fuels from a warming climate," Clements said.

    
"Large fires are, by definition, fires that are driven by extreme weather conditions like really high temperatures, low relative humidity and strong winds," said James Johnston, assistant research professor at the University of Oregon. Climate change explains much of this weather, which is increasing the frequency of large, fast-moving fires, he added. 
When and how did the Cram Fire start?
Firefighters responded to a fire burning on private land along U.S. Route 97 in the Willowdale area on July 13, according to Central Oregon Fire Information. It burned just over 2 square miles (6 square kilometers) at the time and was uncontained. 
By the next day, it had grown so much that Gov. Tina Kotek invoked the Emergency Conflagration Act after county officials requested assistance, allowing the Oregon State Fire Marshal to mobilize resources to support local agencies. It was the sixth time this wildfire season that the governor invoked the act.
The cause is under investigation.

    
What kind of damage has it caused? 
The fire has destroyed two homes and 14 outbuildings such as barns, pump houses, workshops or sheds, officials said. The threat to structures was significantly reduced when containment reached 73%, officials said Monday. Some evacuations remained in effect Monday, but some zones have been downgraded.
____
O'Malley reported from Philadelphia and Brumfield reported from Cockeysville, Maryland.
____

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    What to know about Parkinson's disease after Ozzy Osbourne's death
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            Ozzy Osbourne, the frontman of the pioneering band Black Sabbath --who became the throaty, growling voice of heavy metal, died Tuesday, just weeks after his farewell show. He was 76. (July 22)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Flowers and messages are left by fans to commemorate the death of Ozzy Osbourne at the Black Sabbath Bridge in Birmingham, Wednesday, July 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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            Flowers and messages are left by fans to commemorate the death of Ozzy Osbourne at the Black Sabbath Bridge in Birmingham, Wednesday, July 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Heavy metal rocker Ozzy Osbourne died this week at 76, just weeks after his farewell show and about five years after announcing he had Parkinson's disease. 
Here's what to know about the disease:
What is Parkinson's?
Parkinson's is a neurologic disease that robs people of control over their movements. It typically starts with tremors and is characterized by slow movement, a shuffling gait, stiff limbs, balance problems and slurred speech.
Who gets it?
About 1 million Americans are living with Parkinson's, and 10 million people worldwide, the Parkinson's Foundation. estimates. It usually appears after age 60, although sometimes it can develop before age 50.

    
What causes Parkinson's?
The exact cause isn't known, but Parkinson's develops when cells that produce one of the brain's chemical messengers, called dopamine, begin to deteriorate and die. 
Dopamine transports signals to parts of the brain that control movement. Parkinson's symptoms appear after enough dopamine-producing cells die that there's too little of this neurotransmitter in the brain.
According to the foundation, most experts believe genetic and environmental factors are behind the disease. Dozens of gene mutations linked to Parkinson's have been discovered and genetics account for 10% to 15% of all cases. Other factors suspected of increasing the risk include head injuries, exposure to pesticides and herbicides and where you live. 



    
        




    




Is there a cure?
There is no cure but there are treatments, including medications that affect dopamine levels and a surgically implanted tremor-blocking device. Patients also can benefit from physical and occupational therapy.

    
What's the prognosis?
Symptoms worsen over time, usually slowly. The severity of symptoms and how quickly they progress varies widely between patients. In advanced cases, people may be unable to walk or care for themselves. They also can suffer from depression as well as memory and thinking problems.
While Parkinson's itself isn't considered fatal, people can die from complications of the disease, including lung problems as muscle weakness impedes the ability to cough and to swallow.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    US ice cream makers say they'll stop using artificial dyes by 2028




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The giant Turkey Hill Cow looms over festival goers sampling ice cream at Taste of Omaha on May 31, 2015, in Omaha, Neb. (Kent Sievers/Omaha World-Herald via AP, FILE)]
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            JONEL ALECCIA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Ice cream makers representing about 90% of the U.S. supply of the frozen treat have pledged to remove artificial dyes from their products in less than three years, federal health officials said Monday. 
The move is the latest voluntary effort by food manufacturers to heed calls from the Trump administration to remove synthetic dyes over concerns about potential health effects. In recent weeks, companies including Nestle, Kraft Heinz and General Mills said they would pull artificial colors from their foods, too.
"This is a Renaissance moment for health in America," U.S. Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty Makary said at a news conference. 
About 40 makers of ice cream and frozen dairy desserts said they would remove seven petroleum-based dyes from their products by 2028, according to Michael Dykes, president of the International Dairy Foods Association. The colors are Red 3, Red 40, Green 3, Blue 1, Blue 2, Yellow 5 and Yellow 6. The trade group wouldn't identify the firms, although Turkey Hill Dairy chief executive Andy Jacobs joined the gathering. 

    
The national focus on artificial food dyes is "a good step to take," but officials should not ignore larger known contributors to chronic disease, including the added sugars and saturated fat commonly found in ice cream, said Deanna Hoelscher, a University of Texas nutrition expert. 



    
        




    




"Just taking out or changing the food dye source is not necessarily going to make it a healthy option," she said. "It still is a food that should be consumed in moderation."

    
    
    
However, Makary also hinted that new federal dietary guidelines, expected later this year, would challenge established links between saturated fat and heart disease, ending what he called "a 70-year demonization of natural saturated fat." 
The average American eats about 4 gallons of ice cream a year, the IDFA said. 
Health advocates have long called for the removal of artificial dyes from foods, citing mixed studies showing that they may cause some neurobehavioral problems, such as hyperactivity and attention problems, in some children. The Food and Drug Administration has maintained that approved dyes are safe and that "most children have no adverse effects" when consuming foods made with them. 

    
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has criticized the dyes and pressured manufacturers to remove them from foods. In their place, manufacturers should use dyes made from fruit juices, plant extracts and other sources, federal officials said. 
The FDA has approved new natural color additives in recent months, including a new blue color made from the fruit of the gardenia announced Monday. Gardenia (genipin) blue is approved for use in sports drinks, candies and certain other products, the agency said. 
Makary also sent a letter to food manufacturers on Monday that "encourages" them to speed up removal of the dye known as Red 3, which was banned in January. Food makers have until 2027 to remove the dye, which was found to cause cancer in laboratory rats, but not humans. 

    
Some food companies have said they will stop using artificial dyes, but relying on voluntary action rather than regulatory requirements won't guarantee compliance, said Thomas Galligan, a scientist with the Center for Science in the Public Interest, a consumer advocacy group. 
"Talk is cheap," Galligan said. "It's easy for companies to make promises to look like they're being compliant and generate goodwill among consumers and the Trump administration, but it remains to be seen if they will actually follow through."
___ 

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    How US adults feel about legal abortion 3 years after Roe was overturned, according to AP-NORC poll




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Abortion rights activists and Women's March leaders protest as part of a national day of strike actions outside the Supreme Court, June 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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            GEOFF MULVIHILL and AMELIA THOMSON-DEVEAUX

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Three years after the Supreme Court opened the door to state abortion bans, most U.S. adults say abortion should be legal -- views that look similar to before the landmark ruling.
The new findings from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll show that about two-thirds of U.S. adults think abortion should be legal in all or most cases. 
About half believe abortion should be available in their state if someone does not want to be pregnant for any reason.

    
That level of support for abortion is down slightly from what an AP-NORC poll showed last year, when it seemed that support for legal abortion might be rising.
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Laws and opinions changed when Roe was overturned
The June 2022 Supreme Court ruling that overturned Roe v. Wade and opened the door to state bans on abortion led to major policy changes.
Most states have either moved to protect abortion access or restrict it. Twelve are now enforcing bans on abortion at every stage of pregnancy, and four more do so after about six weeks' gestation, which is often before women realize they're pregnant.
In the aftermath of the ruling, AP-NORC polling suggested that support for legal abortion access might be increasing.



    
        




    




Last year, an AP-NORC poll conducted in June found that 7 in 10 U.S. adults said it should be available in all or most cases, up slightly from 65% in May 2022, just before the decision that overruled the constitutional right to abortion, and 57% in June 2021.

    
    
    
The new poll is closer to Americans' views before the Supreme Court ruled. Now, 64% of adults support legal abortion in most or all cases. More than half the adults in states with the most stringent bans are in that group.

    
    
    
Similarly, about half now say abortion should be available in their state when someone doesn't want to continue their pregnancy for any reason -- about the same as in June 2021 but down from about 6 in 10 who said that in 2024.
Adults in the strictest states are just as likely as others to say abortion should be available in their state to women who want to end pregnancies for any reason.

    
Democrats support abortion access far more than Republicans do. Support for legal abortion has dropped slightly among members of both parties since June 2024, but nearly 9 in 10 Democrats and roughly 4 in 10 Republicans say abortion should be legal in at least most instances. 
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Fallout from state bans has influenced some people's positions -- but not others
Seeing what's happened in the aftermath of the ruling has strengthened the abortion rights position of Wilaysha White, a 25-year-old Ohio mom.
She has some regrets about the abortion she had when she was homeless.
"I don't think you should be able to get an abortion anytime," said White, who calls herself a "semi-Republican."
But she said that hearing about situations -- including when a Georgia woman was arrested after a miscarriage and initially charged with concealing a death -- is a bigger concern. 
"Seeing women being sick and life or death, they're not being put first -- that's just scary," she said. "I'd rather have it be legal across the board than have that."
Julie Reynolds' strong anti-abortion stance has been cemented for decades and hasn't shifted since Roe was overturned.
"It's a moral issue," said the 66-year-old Arizona woman, who works part time as a bank teller.
She said her view is shaped partly by having obtained an abortion herself when she was in her 20s. "I would not want a woman to go through that," she said. "I live with that every day. I took a life."
Support remains high for legal abortion in certain situations
The vast majority of U.S. adults -- at least 8 in 10 -- continue to say their state should allow legal abortion if a fetal abnormality would prevent the child from surviving outside the womb, if the patient's health is seriously endangered by the pregnancy, or if the person became pregnant as a result of rape or incest.

    
    
    
Consistent with AP-NORC's June 2024 poll, about 7 in 10 U.S. adults "strongly" or "somewhat" favor protecting access to abortions for patients who are experiencing miscarriages or other pregnancy-related emergencies.
In states that have banned or restricted abortion, such medical exceptions have been sharply in focus.

    
This is a major concern for Nicole Jones, a 32-year-old Florida resident.
Jones and her husband would like to have children soon. But she said she's worried about access to abortion if there's a fetal abnormality or a condition that would threaten her life in pregnancy since they live in a state that bans most abortions after the first six weeks of gestation.

    
"What if we needed something?" she asked. "We'd have to travel out of state or risk my life because of this ban."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Abortion-rights activists demonstrate against the Supreme Court decision to overturn Roe v. Wade that established a constitutional right to abortion, on Capitol Hill in Washington, June 30, 2022. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Abortion-rights activists demonstrate against the Supreme Court decision to overturn Roe v. Wade that established a constitutional right to abortion, on Capitol Hill in Washington, June 30, 2022. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Adults support protections for seeking abortions across state lines -- but not as strongly
There's less consensus on whether states that allow abortion should protect access for women who live in places with bans.
Just over half support protecting a patient's right to obtain an abortion in another state and shielding those who provide abortions from fines or prison time. In both cases, relatively few adults -- about 2 in 10 -- oppose the measures and about 1 in 4 are neutral.

    
    
    
More Americans also favor than oppose legal protections for doctors who prescribe and mail abortion pills to patients in states with bans. About 4 in 10 "somewhat" or "strongly" favor those protections, and roughly 3 in 10 oppose them.
Such telehealth prescriptions are a key reason that the number of abortions nationally has risen even as travel for abortion has declined slightly.
___

The AP-NORC poll of 1,437 adults was conducted July 10-14, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for adults overall is plus or minus 3.6 percentage points.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of abortion at https://apnews.com/hub/abortion.
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    The US fertility rate reached a new low in 2024, CDC data shows
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            MIKE STOBBE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The fertility rate in the U.S. dropped to an all-time low in 2024 with less than 1.6 kids per woman, new federal data released Thursday shows.
The U.S. was once among only a few developed countries with a rate that ensured each generation had enough children to replace itself -- about 2.1 kids per woman. But it has been sliding in America for close to two decades as more women are waiting longer to have children or never taking that step at all. 
The new statistic is on par with fertility rates in western European countries, according to World Bank data.
Alarmed by recent drops, the Trump administration has taken steps to increase falling birth rates, like issuing an executive order meant to expand access to and reduce costs of in vitro fertilization and backing the idea of "baby bonuses" that might encourage more couples to have kids.

    
But there's no reason to be alarmed, according to Leslie Root, a University of Colorado Boulder researcher focused on fertility and population policy. 
"We're seeing this as part of an ongoing process of fertility delay. We know that the U.S. population is still growing, and we still have a natural increase -- more births than deaths," she said.



    
        




    




The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released the statistic for the total fertility rate with updated birth data for 2024.
In the early 1960s, the U.S. total fertility rate was around 3.5, but plummeted to 1.7 by 1976 after the Baby Boom ended. It gradually rose to 2.1 in 2007 before falling again, aside from a 2014 uptick. The rate in 2023 was 1.621, and inched down in 2024 to 1.599, according to the CDC's National Center for Health Statistics.

    
    
    
Birth rates are generally declining for women in most age groups -- and that doesn't seem likely to change in the near future, said Karen Guzzo, director of the Carolina Population Center at the University of North Carolina.

    
People are marrying later and also worried about their ability to have the money, health insurance and other resources needed to raise children in a stable environment. 
"Worry is not a good moment to have kids," and that's why birth rates in most age groups are not improving, she said.
Asked about birth-promoting measures outlined by the Trump administration, Guzzo said they don't tackle larger needs like parental leave and affordable child care.
"The things that they are doing are really symbolic and not likely to budge things for real Americans," she said.
Increase in births in new data
The CDC's new report, which is based on a more complete review of birth certificates than provisional data released earlier this year, also showed a 1% increase in births -- about 33,000 more -- last year compared to the prior year. 
That brought the yearly national total to just over 3.6 million babies born. 
But this is different: The provisional data indicated birth rate increases last year for women in their late 20s and 30s. However, the new report found birth rate declines for women in their 20s and early 30s, and no change for women in their late 30s.

    
What happened? CDC officials said it was due to recalculations stemming from a change in the U.S. Census population estimates used to compute the birth rate.
That's plausible, Root said. As the total population of women of childbearing age grew due to immigration, it offset small increases in births to women in those age groups, she said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    US organ donation system faces scrutiny and changes after reports of disturbing near-misses




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Surgical instruments are arranged during an organ procurement surgery June 15, 2023, in Tennessee. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. is developing new safeguards for the organ transplant system after a government investigation found a Kentucky group continued preparations for organ donation by some patients who showed signs of life, officials told Congress Tuesday.
While the organ removals were canceled, near misses that some lawmakers called horrifying should never happen. A House subcommittee asked how to repair trust in the transplant network for potential organ donors and families -- some of whom have opted out of donor registries after these cases were publicized. 
"We have to get this right," said Rep. Brett Guthrie, a Kentucky Republican who chairs the Energy and Commerce Committee and whose mother died waiting for a liver transplant.
"Hopefully people will walk away today knowing we need to address issues but still confident that they can give life," Guthrie said, adding that he will remain a registered organ donor.

    
The hearing came after a federal investigation began last fall into allegations that a Kentucky donation group pressured a hospital in 2021 to proceed with plans to withdraw life support and retrieve organs from a man despite signs that he might be waking up from his drug overdose. That surgery never happened after a doctor noticed him moving and moaning while being transported to the operating room -- and the man survived.



    
        




    




Lawmakers stressed most organ donations proceed appropriately and save tens of thousands of lives a year. But the federal probe - concluded in March but only made public ahead of Tuesday's hearing -- cited a "concerning pattern of risk" in dozens of other cases involving the Kentucky group's initial planning to recover someone's organs. 

    
    
    
The report said some should have been stopped or reassessed earlier, and mostly involved small or rural hospitals with less experience in caring for potential organ donors. 

    
The Kentucky organ procurement organization, or OPO, has made changes and the national transplant network is working on additional steps. But notably absent Tuesday was any testimony from hospitals - whose doctors must independently determine a patient is dead before donation groups are allowed to retrieve organs.
Here's a look at how the nation's transplant system works. 
There's a dire need for organ donation
More than 100,000 people are on the U.S. transplant list and about 13 a day die waiting, according to the Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network.
Only about 1% of deaths occur in a way that allows someone to even be considered for organ donation. Most people declared dead in a hospital will quickly be transferred to a funeral home or morgue instead.
How the U.S. organ transplant system is set up
Several groups are involved in every transplant: the hospital caring for someone dead or dying; the 55 OPOs that coordinate recovery of organs and help match them to patients on the waiting list; and transplant centers that decide if an organ is the right fit for their patients.
Adding to the complexity, two government agencies -- HRSA, the Health Resources and Services Administration, and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services -- share regulatory oversight of different parts of the donation and transplant process.

    
How deceased donation works
Most organ donors are brain-dead - when testing determines someone has no brain function after a catastrophic injury. The body is left on a ventilator to support the organs until they can be retrieved.
But increasingly organs are donated after circulatory death, called DCD - when people die because their heart stops. It usually happens when doctors determine someone has a nonsurvivable injury and the family withdraws life support.
Donation groups don't provide hands-on patient care
Hospitals are required to alert their area OPO to every potential donor who is declared brain-dead or once the decision to withdraw life support is made. The OPOs by law can't participate in that decision and "we are not even in the room at that time," said Barry Massa of Kentucky's Network for Hope.
During the following days of preparation, hospital employees continue caring for the patient - while the donation team talks with the family about the process, gathers hospital records showing the patient is eligible, requests tests of organ quality, and make arrangements with transplant centers to use them.

    
Once the hospital withdraws life support and the heart stops beating there's a mandatory wait - five minutes - to be sure it won't restart. When the doctor declares death, the organ retrieval process can begin.
Organs are only considered usable if death occurs relatively quickly, usually up to about two hours. Sometimes that takes much longer and thus the organs can't be used - and HRSA's Dr. Raymond Lynch told Congress that doesn't necessarily mean anything was done wrong. Still, he said HRSA is investigating reports of possible mistakes elsewhere.
"This is a technically demanding form of care" that requires "good collaboration between the OPO and the hospital," he said.

    
What happens next
At issue is how doctors are sure when it's time to withdraw life support from a dying patient -- and the delicate balance of how OPOs interact with hospital staff in preparing for donation once death occurs.
In May, HRSA quietly ordered the U.S. transplant network to oversee improvements at the Kentucky OPO and to develop new national policies making clear that anyone - family, hospital staff or organ donation staff - can call for a pause in donation preparations any time there are concerns about the patient's eligibility.
Lynch said the government now wants more proactive collaboration from OPOs to give hospital staff "a clear understanding" of when to at least temporarily halt and reevaluate a potential donor if their health status changes. 
Kentucky's Massa said his group only received HRSA's reports this week - but that after learning about last fall's allegations, it made some changes. Massa said every hospital doctor and nurse now gets a checklist on caring for potential donors and how to pause when concerns are raised -- and anyone can anonymously report complaints.
___
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    Trump extends TikTok ban deadline for a third time, without clear legal basis
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump on Thursday signed an executive order to keep TikTok running in the U.S. for another 90 days to give his administration more time to broker a deal to bring the social media platform under American ownership.
Trump disclosed the executive order on the Truth Social platform Thursday morning. 
"He's making an extension so we can get this deal done," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt told reporters on Thursday. "It's wildly popular. He also wants to protect Americans' data and privacy concerns on this app. And he believes we can do both at the same time." 
It is the third time Trump has extended the deadline. The first one was through an executive order on Jan. 20, his first day in office, after the platform went dark briefly when a national ban -- approved by Congress and upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court -- took effect. The second was in April when White House officials believed they were nearing a deal to spin off TikTok into a new company with U.S. ownership that fell apart after China backed out following Trump's tariff announcement. 

    
It is not clear how many times Trump can -- or will -- keep extending the ban as the government continues to try to negotiate a deal for TikTok, which is owned by China's ByteDance. While there is no clear legal basis for the extensions, so far there have been no legal challenges to fight them. Trump has amassed more than 15 million followers on TikTok since he joined last year, and he has credited the trendsetting platform with helping him gain traction among young voters. He said in January that he has a "warm spot for TikTok."



    
        




    




TikTok praised Trump for signing an extension Thursday. 

    
    * Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


"We are grateful for President Trump's leadership and support in ensuring that TikTok continues to be available for more than 170 million American users and 7.5 million U.S. businesses that rely on the platform as we continue to work with Vice President Vance's Office," the company said in a statement. 

    
    
    
As the extensions continue, it appears less and less likely that TikTok will be banned in the U.S. any time soon. The decision to keep TikTok alive through an executive order has received some scrutiny, but it has not faced a legal challenge in court -- unlike many of Trump's other executive orders. 

    
Jeremy Goldman, analyst at Emarketer, called TikTok's U.S situation a "deadline purgatory."
The whole thing "is starting to feel less like a ticking clock and more like a looped ringtone. This political Groundhog Day is starting to resemble the debt ceiling drama: a recurring threat with no real resolution."
That's not stopping TikTok from pushing forward with its platform, Forrester analyst Kelsey Chickering says.
"TikTok's behavior also indicates they're confident in their future, as they rolled out new AI video tools at Cannes this week," Chickering notes. "Smaller players, like Snap, will try to steal share during this 'uncertain time,' but they will not succeed because this next round for TikTok isn't uncertain at all."

    
For now, TikTok continues to function for its 170 million users in the U.S., and tech giants Apple, Google and Oracle were persuaded to continue to offer and support the app, on the promise that Trump's Justice Department would not use the law to seek potentially steep fines against them.
Americans are even more closely divided on what to do about TikTok than they were two years ago.
A recent Pew Research Center survey found that about one-third of Americans said they supported a TikTok ban, down from 50% in March 2023. Roughly one-third said they would oppose a ban, and a similar percentage said they weren't sure.
Among those who said they supported banning the social media platform, about 8 in 10 cited concerns over users' data security being at risk as a major factor in their decision, according to the report.

Democratic Sen. Mark Warner of Virginia, vice chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee, said the Trump administration is once again "flouting the law and ignoring its own national security findings about the risks" posed by a China-controlled TikTok. 
"An executive order can't sidestep the law, but that's exactly what the president is trying to do," Warner added. 
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    How to clean keyboard grunge, earwax in earphones and screen smudges




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A person working on a laptop in North Andover, Mass., June 19, 2017. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Smartphones, laptops, headphones and other electronic devices are essential for work and play in our daily lives. But all that time spent typing, scrolling or listening also means our devices gradually accumulate grime that needs to be cleaned off.
You might not give much thought to cleaning your devices but there are reasons you should, says Logitech, which makes keyboards, webcams and other computer peripherals.
"Regular cleaning and proper maintenance not only keeps your gadgets looking pristine, and wins you hygiene points, it also helps them perform better and last longer," the company says. "In the case of devices like earbuds, the accumulated bacteria and debris may even cause health issues or discomfort." 
Here are some pointers on cleaning your tech: 
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[image: People enjoy the beach in Algiers, Friday, July 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Fateh Guidoum)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Bermuda shorts, beachwear and a local ban divide Algerian town
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A recipe for silky corn soup is displayed in New York on June 5, 2023. (Cheyenne Cohen via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Delicious, home-cooked meals can still be on the menu even in a wonky vacation rental
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A worker adjusts cables during the installation of a new organ at Prague's St. Vitus Cathedral that is coming to its final stages in Prague, Czech Republic, Tuesday, July 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The 700-year-old Prague cathedral will get a new voice as an organ is nearly installed
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Getting started 
Always check if the manufacturer has any specific guidelines for cleaning. 
Assemble some basic equipment and material for cleaning, which should include a soft and lint-free cleaning cloth, like a microfiber cloth; cotton swabs; a soft-bristled brush like a toothbrush, paintbrush or makeup brush; compressed air and isopropyl alcohol. 
Isopropyl, or rubbing alcohol, is a cleaning solvent that's antiseptic and antibacterial. It's popular for cleaning electronics because it doesn't leave any residue and dries quickly. But you might want to wear gloves to avoid skin irritation. Drip some of it on a cloth instead of pouring it directly onto your device. Also heed some of the more specific warnings below.

    
    
    
Water and mild soap can be useful for cleaning dirty surfaces, but isopropyl alcohol is recommended for cleaning the internals of a device, said Alex Diaz-Kokaisl, senior technical writer at electronics repair company iFixit.
"While there isn't a hard-and-fast rule for cleaning electronics, we generally use high-concentration isopropyl alcohol (more than 90%) because it evaporates quickly," he said. "The faster a liquid evaporates, the less likely it is to affect any components that conduct electricity."
For whatever device you're cleaning, disconnect or power it off first. Remove any cases, plugs, covers and accessories.

    
Computers and laptops 
When using a computer, the keyboard and mouse are the parts that are touched most often and therefore need the most frequent cleaning. And all those crevices between a keyboard's keys are sure to catch crumbs.
To remove any loose debris, iFixit's official in-house cleaning guide recommends using a can of compressed air. Run the spray back and forth across the keys to blow out any bits. If possible, hold the keyboard upside down so the debris falls out. 
If you don't have compressed air, Logitech suggests using a hair dryer on the cold air setting. Some social media users also recommend a handheld balloon pump.
Next, dampen a cleaning cloth with water and gently wipe down the keyboard and mouse. 
Logitech says you can also use rubbing alcohol but recommends you test it first on an inconspicuous spot to make sure it doesn't cause discoloration or scrub the lettering off the keys. 
Anti-bacterial baby wipes can also work on devices like a mouse, Diaz-Kokaisl said. 

    
"There shouldn't be enough liquid to seep through cracks in the shell, and their residue typically evaporates faster than just using soap and water," he said. 
For laptop screens or external monitors, use a dry microfiber cloth to gently wipe away fingerprint smudges. 
If there are more stubborn spots -- like food stains or sneezy spatters -- dampen the cloth with distilled water or a 50/50 solution of distilled water and vinegar.
Computer maker Lenovo says the "gentle acidity of vinegar can help break down oils and fingerprints." Avoid using household glass cleaners, which can contain ammonia that could damage the screen. The same goes for paper towels, which can scratch the screen. HP also warns against using rubbing alcohol. 

    
AirPods and earphones
A lot of people listen to music or podcasts through their earbuds, but that also means they'll need regular cleaning to remove any earwax, natural skin oils or other grungy buildup. 
If the earbuds have silicon tips, remove them. Cleaning procedures vary depending on your brand and model. Logitech and Bose recommend using soapy water. But Sony warns against water or wet wipes because they can speed deterioration, and, instead, advises using a dry cloth. 
Use a cotton swab to wipe the earbud nozzles clean. 
Owners of Apple AirPods need to follow a much more elaborate procedure to clean the mesh. You'll need a child's toothbrush, two small cups, a paper towel, distilled water, as well as micellar water -- typically used as a facial cleanser. 
Pour some micellar water into a cup, dip the toothbrush, brush the AirPod's various mesh parts, and then blot them dry with the paper. Repeat twice. Then repeat that procedure but using the distilled water to rinse off the micellar water. Finally, let the AirPods dry for at least two hours. 

    
To clean the rest of the AirPod's body, use a damp cloth. And don't forget about the charging case. Apple recommends brushing out any debris and then wiping with a dry cloth. If needed, dampen it with isopropyl alcohol.
What about over-the-ear headphones? Bose says you should wipe them down at least once a week, especially after working out, to remove any dirt and bacteria hiding in the nooks and crannies. Remove the pads and use a cloth dampened with soapy water to clean them. 
Smartphones 
Apple has issued specific instructions on its website for cleaning various iPhone models. Samsung has posted similar guidelines for its Galaxy lineup. 

They both advise using a soft, lint-free cloth, such as a lens cleaning cloth, to gently wipe the outside of the phone. Apple warns against using any cleaning products, which could erode the oil-repellent coating that most iPhones come with. 
Both companies say it's OK to use disinfectants such as rubbing alcohol to gently clean the exterior, but avoid bleach or hydrogen peroxide.
___
Is there a tech topic that you think needs explaining? Write to us at [email protected] with your suggestions for future editions of One Tech Tip.
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                    Technology

    One Tech Tip: Don't use rice for your device. Here's how to dry out your smartphone




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A view of a wet smartphone placed in a bowl of rice to dry, in London, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. There's a lot of advice on the internet about what to do if you drop your phone in water, some of it conflicting. So what should you do then? Wipe as much moisture off as you can and leave it to dry. Don't use a hair dryer or put on a radiator. But whatever you do, don't dunk your device into a bowl of rice. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)]
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            By 
            KELVIN CHAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- You were walking next to a swimming pool when you slipped and dropped your phone into the water. Or it slipped out of your hand when you were next to a filled bathtub or toilet. 
However your smartphone got wet, you now need to dry it. But what do you do? There's lots of advice on the internet, some of it conflicting. Apple inserted itself into the debate recently when it put out an advisory that included a warning against using rice. 
Here are some things to keep in mind next time your phone has an unintended encounter with a liquid.

    
What you should do
Dry off the exterior with a towel or clean cloth, even your shirtsleeve -- anything that's absorbent. Take out the SIM card and holder. If possible, remove the back housing and battery to wipe them dry. Also, if possible, turn the phone off. 
iPhones can't be disassembled so Apple recommends tapping it gently against your hand with the connector ports facing down so liquid can flow out. 
Samsung, which is the biggest maker of Android phones, recommends using a cotton bud to get moisture out of the earphone jack and charging port. In contrast, Apple says cotton buds shouldn't be inserted into iPhone openings. 
If it's not water but another liquid -- a drink, seawater or chlorinated pool water -- Samsung advises soaking the phone in clean water for a few minutes then rinsing it to get rid of any impurities or salinity that could speed up corrosion of the circuitry inside. 

    
    
    
Both companies say it's best to leave the phone out in a well ventilated area (perhaps with a fan) to dry it out. Google says leave the device to dry at room temperature. 



    
        

    


    
    




       
    
        


        
        
        
            
                                  
                        
                            More tech coverage
                        
                    

            
        
        
        
        
    




    
            
        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A portion of a Opera page showing the incorporation of AI technology is shown in London, Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2024. The rise of generative AI chatbots is giving people new and different ways to look up information. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                One Tech Tip: Ready to go beyond Google? Here's how to use new generative AI search sites
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: File - The iPhone 15 Pro is shown after its introduction on the Apple campus, Sept. 12, 2023, in Cupertino, Calif. Apple rolled out an update to its iOS operating system this week with a feature called Stolen Device Protection that makes it a lot harder for phone thieves to access key functions and settings. Users are being urged to turn it on immediately. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How To Tech: Why it's important to turn on Apple's new Stolen Device Protection
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Women learn to use a chatbot powered by artificial intelligence developed by Myna Mahila Foundation at the local women's organization's office in Mumbai, India, Feb. 1, 2024. The chatbot, currently a pilot project, represents what many hope will be part of the impact of AI on health care around the globe: to deliver accurate medical information in personalized responses that can reach many more people than in-person clinics or trained medical workers. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How AI health care chatbots learn from the questions of an Indian women's organization
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    





    
What you shouldn't do
Don't use a hair dryer or compressed air on your phone. Don't put it in a freezer - this might stop your device from short-circuiting but the problem will be back once you try to thaw it. And while this might seem obvious, don't put your device in a tumble dryer or on top of a radiator. 
Don't power it up or try to charge it with a cable -- although wireless charging is OK if your phone has it and you really need to turn it on in an emergency.
So what about using rice to dry your device? You may have heard that putting a phone in a bowl of rice will help draw out moisture. It's been a tip that's been out there for years. 
Apple, however, says that's a no-no. The company warned against it in an advisory published in early January. It drew little attention at the time, but then people noticed the line that said: "Don't put your iPhone in a bag of rice. Doing so could allow small particles of rice to damage your iPhone."
Is there anything I can use besides rice? 
The best option is silica gel, a drying agent that can absorb lots of moisture. Silica gel beads are typically found in packets that are included with products like beef jerky, seaweed sheets or sneakers to keep them dry. You can also buy them in bulk online. This works best if you put them in an airtight box with your phone.

    
When do I know it's dry? 
It's hard to tell but it's best to wait as long as possible -- at least a few days. Samsung advises bringing your device into a service center for inspection even after it's been air-dried. 
Aren't phones waterproof nowadays?
Most phones nowadays are designed to be water-resistant, which means they can resist water entering critical areas for a certain amount of time. But beware, this isn't the same as being waterproof. 
Apple says the iPhone 7 and and newer models are splash and water resistant. iPhone XS devices and up have the IP68 rating, which means they can be submerged for as long as 30 minutes and, depending on the model, as deep as 6 meters (20 feet). These models also pop up a warning if there's liquid detected in key ports, and warn against charging. Samsung says most of its Galaxy Android phones feature the same rating, though the maximum depth is about 5 meters (16 feet). 

Google's newer Pixel phones carry the same water resistance ratings, but Google warns that they aren't waterproof and the water resistance will diminish over time because of "normal wear and tear, device repair, disassembly or damage."
___
Is there a tech challenge you need help figuring out? Write to us at [email protected] with your questions.
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    Annuals are the forgotten native plants. Here are 7 worth adding to the garden




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This March 15, 2011 image provided by Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center shows the native California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) blooming in Scottsdale, Ariz. (Gene Sturla/Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center via AP)]
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            By 
            JESSICA DAMIANO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        As home gardeners become more educated about the benefits of native plants (supporting native insects, birds and wildlife, and the environment as a whole), the focus has mainly been on trees, shrubs and perennials.
Native annuals have somehow gotten lost in the shuffle, likely because most of them aren't readily available at the garden center. And most of the annuals (and tender perennials treated as annuals) that ARE sold in local nurseries are introduced species from faraway places. As such, they don't provide much benefit to the local ecosystem.
Native insects have evolved along with native plants, so they recognize them as food. Filling a garden with exotic plants essentially creates a food desert, which can have dire consequences that range from fewer insect pollinators and birds to diminishing food crops and, eventually, livestock. 

    
We know that using native plants of all types can help prevent a plethora of environmental problems. They're also easier to care for because they're naturally adapted to local conditions and are generally drought-tolerant. 
Unfortunately, most home gardeners don't know about or have access to native annuals. I hope that changes.
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[image: People enjoy the beach in Algiers, Friday, July 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Fateh Guidoum)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Bermuda shorts, beachwear and a local ban divide Algerian town
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A recipe for silky corn soup is displayed in New York on June 5, 2023. (Cheyenne Cohen via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Delicious, home-cooked meals can still be on the menu even in a wonky vacation rental
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A worker adjusts cables during the installation of a new organ at Prague's St. Vitus Cathedral that is coming to its final stages in Prague, Czech Republic, Tuesday, July 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The 700-year-old Prague cathedral will get a new voice as an organ is nearly installed
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center, based in Austin, Texas, has a wonderful online plant database that allows users to search native plants by state, lifecycle, bloom time and other criteria. (It's at www.wildflower.org.)

    
    
    
Consider asking your local nursery to stock them.
Here are some favorite native annuals. 
7 Native annuals worth adding to the garden

    

Partridge pea (Chamaecrista fasciculata), which is native from Massachusetts south to northern Florida and west to Minnesota, eastern Nebraska, Oklahoma and eastern Texas, is sadly underused. The lovely 1-to-3-foot-tall plant, which produces clusters of 1-inch-wide yellow flowers on tall, slender stems, thrives in both sun and part shade. A member of the legume family, it also releases nitrogen into the soil, which provides a natural and free fertilizer for itself and the other plants in the bed.

    
American basket flower (Plectocephalus americanus) has a native range that spans west from Missouri to Kansas, then south to Louisiana, Texas and into Mexico. The plant, which boasts 4-inch, honey-scented, lavender-to-pinkish-purple flowers with creamy centers, thrives in full sun to part shade.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Oct. 16, 2011 image provided by Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center shows the native annual plant blue curls (Trichostema dichotomum) in bloom at Fall Line Sandhills Natural Area in Taylor County, Ga. (Alan Cressler/Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center via AP)]
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Forked Bluecurls (Trichostema dichotomum) are delicate flowers that remind me a bit of Dutch irises. Growing to just over 2 feet tall, the late-summer bloomer is native to Michigan, Missouri and Texas east to the Atlantic coast, from Maine to Florida.
A better-known U.S. native is the California Poppy (Eschscholzia californica), which, as its name implies, is native to California and Baja California. It grows up to 2 feet tall, sending up thin stems that each hold a single yellow-orange flower.
Many sunflowers are North American natives, and some of those are perennials. But the Helianthus annus species, known as common or annual sunflower, is a native annual. Originating in Manitoba, Canada, and Minnesota, south to Texas and west from Oregon to Baja California, Mexico, the multi-branched, bushy plant becomes covered in yellow flowers with maroon centers in summer.

    
Indian blanket flower (Gaillardia pulchella) is another U.S. native annual that I've seen at the nursery. They're not native to my home state of New York, however, but rather native from western South Dakota to Kansas and Louisiana and west to Colorado and Arizona. The 2-foot-tall plants put forth daisy-like, red-petaled flowers with yellow tips.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Sept. 23 2015, image provided by Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center shows native jewelweed (Impatiens capensis) blooming on Wine Spring Bald at Nantahala National Forest, N.C. (Alan Cressler/Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center via AP)]
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Impatiens capensis (Orange jewelweed) should not be confused with the widely available Impatiens walleriana, which comes to us from eastern Africa, or Impatiens hawkeri (New Guinea Impatiens), which is native to the Solomon Islands and New Guinea. Instead, this North American beauty has a native range that covers Saskatchewan to Newfoundland, Canada, then extends south to Georgia, west to Oklahoma and northward to Missouri. Great for shady spots, its speckled orange flowers are a favorite of hummingbirds, bees and butterflies.
___

Jessica Damiano writes weekly gardening columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. You can sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.
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    Bermuda shorts, beachwear and a local ban divide Algerian town




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: People enjoy the beach in Algiers, Friday, July 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Fateh Guidoum)]
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[image: Buoys vendors walk on the beach in Algiers, Friday, July 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Fateh Guidoum)]
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[image: People enjoy the beach in Algiers, Friday, July 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Fateh Guidoum)]
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[image: A buoys vendor walks on the beach in Algiers, Friday, July 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Fateh Guidoum)]
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                                        CHETAIBI, Algeria (AP) -- A scenic beach town on Algeria's Mediterranean coastline has become the center of a clash over men's bathing suits, pitting religious and conservative values against tourist habits.
Chetaibi, a town of 8,000 known for its turquoise waters, rocky coves, and forested hills, draws thousands of Algerian beachgoers each summer. Seasonal tourism is a cornerstone of the local economy.
"The mood is warm, welcoming, colorful, bustling -- no hostility toward bathers, not in words, not in looks. People here have a tradition of hospitality," said Salah Edine Bey, a longtime resident.

    
In his view, there was little sign of controversy, until there was. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Buoys vendors walk on the beach in Algiers, Friday, July 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Fateh Guidoum)]
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Earlier this month, some vacationers and business owners were caught off guard when the town's mayor issued a decree banning beachgoers from walking around in Bermuda shorts, calling the attire indecent in contrast to the longer, looser shorts preferred by conservative male beachgoers.
"These summer outfits disturb the population, they go against our society's moral values and sense of decency," Mayor Layachi Allaoua wrote.
"The population can no longer tolerate seeing foreigners wandering the streets in indecent clothing," he added, referencing visitors from elsewhere in Algeria.
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[image: A recipe for silky corn soup is displayed in New York on June 5, 2023. (Cheyenne Cohen via AP)]
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[image: A worker adjusts cables during the installation of a new organ at Prague's St. Vitus Cathedral that is coming to its final stages in Prague, Czech Republic, Tuesday, July 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The 700-year-old Prague cathedral will get a new voice as an organ is nearly installed
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Newlyweds Jade Rick Verdillo right, and Jamaica kiss during their wedding at the flooded Barasoain church in Malolos, Bulacan province, Philippines on Tuesday, July 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Photos show a Filipino couple walking down a flooded aisle on their wedding day
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The order sparked immediate backlash from officials, including in the regional capital Annaba, who called on the mayor to revoke it.

    
    
    
The mayor reversed the decree within two days. On Facebook, he insisted his order wasn't driven by Islamist pressure, but by a desire to preserve "peace and tranquility" for both residents and guests.
Still, the episode tapped into deeper tensions over religion, identity, and public space in a country that remains haunted by a civil war that killed an estimated 200,000 people throughout the 1990s. The conflict began in 1991, when the army canceled elections that an Islamist party was set to win.

    
The so-called "black decade" ended long ago. But it left unresolved some underlying friction between political Islam and Algeria's military-backed secular state.
"Even though Islamists lost the war in the 1990s, they never gave up on their invasive and intrusive ideological project, which has gained ground in society," said sociologist Redouane Boudjemaa.
For some, the beach debate echoed that earlier era, when Islamist-run municipalities tried to reshape public life in line with religious doctrine. For many Algerians, particularly in underserved regions, political Islam remains popular not out of extremism, but as a reaction to corruption, inequality, and distrust in state institutions. While Islamist parties have mostly fared poorly at the ballot box, they play a large role in daily life, filling social and moral voids.
In neighboring Jijel, residents have roped off parts of the beach for mass prayers, with videos of the scenes circulating online and dividing opinion.
For Halim Kabir, it's a stark reminder of the past. In the 1990s, Islamists who won local elections in Jijel imposed stricter rules on public behavior. Today, cars parked near the beach have been vandalized with warnings telling beachgoers to "go sin elsewhere."

    
"It's provocation," Kabir said. "An attempt to drive away visitors from other regions."

Said Boukhlifa, a former senior official at the Ministry of Tourism, warned that conservative groups are exploiting Algeria's economic troubles, as falling gas revenues strain the state, to expand their influence. That, he said, could undermine the country's ambitions to grow its tourism sector.
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    A group of Catholics revitalized a remote Arizona village before the diocese ordered them to leave




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: League of the Blessed Sacrament members Edward Seeley, from left to right, Eric Faris, Giovanni Vizcarra, Anthony Ribaya and Lisa Hezmalhalch, gather inside the San Rafael parish church in Concho, Ariz., Saturday, June 21, 2025. Bishop James S. Wall has ordered the lay group of young Catholics to leave parish housing and stop leading liturgy and teaching in the region's Catholic school. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)]
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[image: A view of the facade of the San Rafael parish church in Concho, Ariz., Saturday, June 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 12 | 
            A view of the facade of the San Rafael parish church in Concho, Ariz., Saturday, June 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Angela Murphy, a longtime resident and local historian, is a supporter of the League of the Blessed Sacrament lay group of young Catholics who have been ordered to leave parish housing and stop leading liturgy and teaching in the region's Catholic school in Concho, Ariz., Saturday, June 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 12 | 
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[image: John Bunn, center, speaks to Tom Toepfer during a gathering to discuss the Diocese of Gallup's decision regarding the League of the Blessed Sacrament, a lay group of young Catholics who have been ordered to leave parish housing, stop leading liturgy and teaching in the region's Catholic school in Concho, Ariz., Saturday, June 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)]
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[image: Hope MacMonagle reads aloud a letter of support she wrote regarding the League of the Blessed Sacrament, a lay group of young Catholics who have been ordered to leave parish housing and stop leading liturgy and teaching in the region's Catholic school in Concho, Ariz., Saturday, June 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)]
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[image: Christine Bennett talks about about the positive impact the League of the Blessed Sacrament, a lay group of young Catholics, have had on the youth in her community in Concho, Ariz., Saturday, June 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)]
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[image: League of the Blessed Sacrament members Eric Faris, from left, Edward Seeley and Lisa Hezmalhalch gather up items displayed outside their thrift store as they prepare to close for the day, in Concho, Ariz., Saturday, June 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)]
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[image: League of the Blessed Sacrament members Edward Seeley, left, and Anthony Ribaya take a break inside the Catholic lay group's coffee shop in Concho, Ariz., Saturday, June 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)]
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[image: League of the Blessed Sacrament members walk to their animal farm in Concho, Ariz., Saturday, June 21, 2025. Bishop James S. Wall has ordered the lay group of young Catholics to leave parish housing and stop leading liturgy and teaching in the region's Catholic school. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)]
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[image: League of the Blessed Sacrament member Edward Seeley steps out of a shed as he prepares to feed horses at the lay group's animal farm, in Concho, Ariz., Saturday, June 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)]
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[image: Mary Ramirez speaks on the positive impact the League of the Blessed Sacrament, a lay group of young Catholics, have had in her village, in the Arizona high desert that is home to about 50 people, in Concho, Ariz., Saturday, June 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            11 of 12 | 
            Mary Ramirez speaks on the positive impact the League of the Blessed Sacrament, a lay group of young Catholics, have had in her village, in the Arizona high desert that is home to about 50 people, in Concho, Ariz., Saturday, June 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A lone park bench sits in the community playground of Concho, in the Arizona high desert that is home to about 50 people, Saturday, June 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)]
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                                        CONCHO, Ariz. (AP) -- The village of Concho in the Arizona high desert is home to about 50 people -- barely a dot in a sprawling, dusty landscape speckled with clumps of grass, scrub oak and juniper. Concho, about 200 miles northeast of Phoenix, has one restaurant, a Dollar General and a gas station that closes at 7 p.m.
But this remote hamlet is now at the center of a Catholic Church controversy.
Over the last six months, several members of this tight-knit community have been speaking up in support of a lay group of young Catholics who call themselves the League of the Blessed Sacrament. They say the group has revitalized this ignored, poverty-stricken region.
However, leaders at the New Mexico-based Diocese of Gallup, which oversees the region, contend that group members misrepresented themselves as a religious order and engaged in activity not sanctioned by the Catholic Church. Bishop James S. Wall ordered the group to leave parish housing and stop leading liturgy and teaching in the region's Catholic school.

    
Group members -- Giovanni Vizcarra, Edward Seeley, Eric Faris, Anthony Ribaya and Lisa Hezmalhalch -- maintain they have represented themselves truthfully and followed the diocese's orders. They believe the diocese, the poorest in the nation, asked them to leave because leaders are worried about potential liability stemming from the group taking three boys, victims of alleged domestic abuse, into their care.



    
        




    




Diocese spokesperson Suzanne Hammons said Wall and the diocese are "not afraid of liability" and are accustomed to dealing with sensitive situations in their parishes and schools. The diocese has a duty to properly investigate all allegations and go through official channels to ensure everyone's safety, she said.

    
Why the group came to Concho
The men arrived in Concho about four years ago from the Canons Regular of Immaculate Conception, an Augustinian community in Santa Paula, California, after accusing their superior of abuse and inappropriate behavior. They were dismissed a month later, after an investigation by the order's leaders in Rome concluded there was no evidence supporting those allegations.
Vizcarra said a sympathetic priest bought them plane tickets to Arizona, suggesting they take time to ponder their future. Concho was different from Los Angeles, where hundreds attended Mass on Sundays. They initially found the small community's intimacy uncomfortable.
"People would ask you what your favorite color is or what your favorite cake is," Vizcarra said. The ladies would call him "mijo," a Spanish term of endearment that means "my son."
Gradually, the sense of community became a healing salve and they learned to embrace it, he said.

    
Group revitalized struggling parish and community
More than two dozen residents from Concho and surrounding towns spoke passionately in support of the League of the Blessed Sacrament, saying the newcomers revitalized the community and parish. They've distributed food to the needy, hosted birthday parties for children whose families had nothing, breathed life into the village church with holy music and liturgy, and revived Concho's historic Christmas fiesta that had recently floundered.
Angela Murphy, a longtime resident and local historian, said the men prayed at the church seven times a day.
"It was because of them that we heard church bells in Concho once again," she said.
After they were dismissed from their religious community, the group stopped wearing their habits and requested community members not address them as "brothers" or "sister." But people still would out of reverence, Murphy said.
Group members now wear black outfits, including sweatshirts bearing the logo of their organization, which Vizcarra said they founded years ago as seminarians in California.
In their four years in Concho, they started an animal farm, a thrift store, a Catholic bookstore, a farmer's market and a coffee shop. The stores and a radio station, which the group purchased rights to, are in the heart of Concho. Vizcarra said they paid for projects with their teaching salaries, fundraising and donations from family members.

    
The group's work with children
They taught at St. Anthony's Catholic School in Show Low, a nearby town, until the diocese fired them in February.
Vizcarra taught religion, Spanish and robotics; Seeley, math and religion; Faris, art; Ribaya, music. Hezmalhalch taught first grade. They all taught catechism as well.
Several families shared stories of troubled or academically struggling children flourishing under their tutelage. Students who showed no interest in religion wanted to be baptized and confirmed after attending catechism, they said.
The men also cared for three boys who came from troubled homes, including two brothers. With permission of the boys' mothers, they helped house the children with a local resident who opened up her rental unit.
One boy's mother, Katherine Therese Heal, who shares custody of her son with Vizcarra, said the men have been strong role models for her son as she was divorcing his stepfather. She said her son, now 14, was depressed, had low self-esteem and loathed school.

    
"Now, he wants to go to college," Heal said. "What the brothers have done with him is miraculous. They have been the answer to my prayers."
Vizcarra said he and his colleagues initially balked at assuming parental roles.
"We felt these children needed normal families and we're not parents or dads," he said.
That reluctance eased when Heal's son responded with joyful tears when asked if he wanted to be under their care. Heal confirmed that Vizcarra and the men had begun the process to adopt her son.
"While it feels strange because none of us signed up to be a parent, we believe this is a way God has shown us to help people in dire need," Vizcarra said.
Community demands answers
Hope MacMonagle, a Concho native, said the group has done "more for our Catholic community in three years than the diocese has done in decades."
"When the brothers came here, it was like a breath of fresh air," she said. "I'm a cradle Catholic and I love my religion. But when they got here, it was like I was learning my religion all over again."
MacMonagle said she and others have asked the diocese why this group was told to leave. They have been met with silence, she said.
"Sometimes, I get the feeling that people don't listen to us because we are small, insignificant, just a few people in the middle of nowhere," she said.
The group also was known in surrounding towns, such as Show Low, St. Johns and Snowflake. John and Ann Bunn, Show Low residents, met them at St. Rita's parish. She said the group did not "entrench" themselves in the community.
"They were, rather, embraced by the people here because of their good deeds and the enormous amount of goodwill they've built here," John Bunn said.
Longtime Concho resident Christine Bennett became emotional ticking through the answers she is demanding from the diocese.
"We just want to know why," she said. "We see all that they've done to light up this community. Now, they're being ripped out of our parish and our hearts. Why is this happening?"
Hammons said the diocese has not responded to residents because "the answers to these questions are not appropriate to air publicly."
The way forward
Last month, the group moved to Vernon, about 25 miles (40 kilometers) south of Concho. They've started a K-12 Catholic school. They are moving the farm animals as well but will maintain a presence in Concho with their shops and radio station.
Despite the struggle for acceptance from the diocese, group members said they've received the healing they sought in Concho through their community service. But it still hurts and "wasn't supposed to be this way," said Faris, a Protestant minister who converted to Catholicism and wanted to become a priest. 
"But God has provided us a way to be more holy and in a way, more conformed to him."
Faris and others say they still feel called to be priests, but are unsure if that will happen.
Seeley said he is focusing on service and prayer. All members say they are keeping up their vows of poverty, chastity and obedience.
Ribaya said he will never "sacrifice truth and justice for the sake of being a priest."
"If God wants us to be priests, he'll make it happen," he said. "If it has to take 30 or 40 years, so be it."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Rome gears up for Holy Year's monumental Catholic youth rally in scorching temperatures




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Pilgrims wait for Pope Benedict XVI's arrival at Cuatro Vientos airport in Madrid, on Aug. 20, 2011. (AP Photo/Arturo Rodriguez, File)]
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[image: Pope Leo XIV waves to faithful at the end of the noon Angelus prayer in the square in front of the Apostolic Palace for in Castel Gandolfo, Italy, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Pilgrims greet Pope Benedict XVI in his vehicle as he arrives at Cuatro Vientos, near to Madrid, Spain, on Aug. 21, 2011. (AP Photo/Alvaro Barrientos, File)]
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[image: Young people rest at the Parque Tejo in Lisbon as they wait for the start of a vigil with Pope Francis, ahead of the 37th World Youth Day, on Aug. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Ana Brigida, File)]
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[image: Pilgrims attend a mass presided by the Pope Francis at the Parque Tejo in Lisbon celebrating the 37th World Youth Day on Aug. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Half a million young people are expected to pour into Rome next week for the biggest event of the 2025 Holy Year: a weeklong Jubilee celebration for young Catholics that will sorely test their tolerance for heat and the Eternal City's ability to provide public services, security and logistical support during its peak tourist season. 
Officials said Wednesday the highlight of the celebration is the Aug. 2-3 vigil service, outdoor overnight slumber party and morning Mass presided over by Pope Leo XIV, the first massive gathering for history's first American pope. It's being held on the same dusty field on the outskirts of Rome where St. John Paul II led the 2000 World Youth Day, an even larger gathering of some 2 million young Catholics in that millennial Jubilee year.
With temperatures next weekend expected between 32C to 34C (90F to 93F), organizers have lined up five million bottles of water, 2,660 drinking water stations and 70 giant water cannons that are normally used for dust control during building demolitions to spritz the young pilgrims to try to keep them cool.
After attending a week of events around Rome's center, they will begin arriving at the Tor Vergata field on Saturday afternoon and spend the night there before the morning Mass Sunday, with access in and out requiring a 5 kilometer (three-mile) hike at minimum from the nearest public transport hub.

    
    
    
A massive security and logistical setup
Italian and Vatican organizers on Wednesday outlined plans for the gathering, which Rome authorities said represented the biggest technological setup ever in Italy. 
Four thousand police and firefighters have been called up to provide security, with Spanish, French and Polish law enforcement agencies sending teams to help out, given the large number of pilgrims expected from those countries. Officials are closing the airspace over the Tor Vergata field to civilian aircraft and drones, and 122 surveillance cameras have been set up to keep watch on the proceedings.

    
"This is an event that because of its importance requires exceptional security measures," Rome Prefect Lamberto Giannini told a Vatican press conference. "We don't have any signs of negative attention to the event, but the international situation, the various tensions and the magnitude, significance and beauty of the event require us to be very careful."
Some 68% of the young people who registered to attend hail from European countries, though pilgrims from 146 countries are expected, said the Vatican's Jubilee chief, Archbishop Rino Fisichella. 
A Jubilee that resembles a World Youth Day
The youth Jubilee comes at the halfway point in the Vatican's 2025 Holy Year, a once-every-quarter-century celebration of Catholicism that brings millions of pilgrims to Rome. Fisichella said 17 million pilgrims had attended Jubilee events so far in 2025, representing more than half the 32 million expected.
The event has assumed many characteristics of a World Youth Day, the Catholic youth rally taking place every three years that was launched by John Paul and maintained by every pope since. Heat waves and the invariable health issues that accompany them have become an integral part of youth days, since they are always scheduled during summer when young people are typically on vacation.

    
But such Catholic Woodstocks have also produced some of the most memorable papal moments. Many faithful still remember John Paul telling the youngsters at Tor Vergata in 2000 that they were "sentinels of the morning" at the dawn of the third millennium, Pope Benedict XVI braving a violent storm in Madrid in 2011 to continue praying, and Pope Francis telling young people in Lisbon in 2023 that everyone -- "todos, todos, todos" - is welcome in the Catholic Church.

    
Volunteers, portable toilets and ambulances at the ready
The yearlong Jubilee, which was preceded by two years of intense construction projects around Rome, has added even more strain on Rome's public services beyond the normal tourist high season. To spare the congested city center, some 20,000 people will be housed on the grounds of Rome's old convention center on the city's outskirts, while another 40,000 will be housed in some of the 429-plus schools and 360 parishes around Rome that have offered to take them in.
In addition to law enforcement, 3,000 civil protection volunteers, 500 Vatican volunteers and 4,300 Jubilee "stewards" will be on hand to shepherd the young people around. A medevac helicopter, 43 ambulances, and 10 mobile health positions will be at the Tor Vergata field in case pilgrims fall ill. Rome's notoriously insufficient public transport system is being reinforced to provide nearly around-the-clock service and sanitation workers are clocking overtime to the tune of 4,600 shifts.
There will be 2,760 portable toilets, plus 158 for disabled people, spread over the event space of 52 hectares (128 acres), officials said.
"This collective effort is a big institutional test," acknowledged the vice president of the Lazio region, Roberta Angelilli.

    
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Presidente de Bolivia recomienda vacunar a los ninos contra el sarampion tras un brote
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                                        LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) -- El presidente de Bolivia, Luis Arce, hizo un llamado el martes a vacunar a los ninos contra el sarampion despues de que las autoridades de salud declararan una alerta roja dias atras por un brote que afecta a la region de Santa Cruz, la mas poblada del pais.
El Ministerio de Salud ha confirmado 23 casos de sarampion hasta la fecha, todos ellos en Santa Cruz, al este de La Paz.
"Exhortamos a madres, padres y cuidadores a extremar medidas de prevencion y no bajar la guardia porque la vacuna es la mejor defensa", senalo Arce en su cuenta de X, antes Twitter.
Bolivia tiene la vacuna contra el sarampion de manera gratuita. Sin embargo, se ha notado que varios menores no han sido vacunados.
El jefe de Epidemiologia del Servicio Departamental de Salud (Sedes), Dorian Jimenez informo a la televisora estatal Bolivia TV que tres de cada 10 ninos no han recibido las dosis contra la enfermedad.

    
La ministra de Salud, Maria Rene Castro, pidio a los padres que no se "dejen llenar la cabeza con ideas de que las vacunas no sirven o les van a hacer cualquier tipo de dano a sus hijos".



    
        




    




Las autoridades llamaron tambien a los padres a estar atentos, asistir a un medico si sus ninos presentan fiebre alta, tos seca, secrecion nasal y rapidamente se presenta un sarpullido rojo que comienza en la cara y se extiende al resto del cuerpo.

El sarampion es una enfermedad viral altamente contagiosa que se transmite por el aire, por lo que las autoridades de Santa Cruz emitieron una alerta roja el domingo con el fin de frenar los contagios y propagacion del virus.
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                    U.S. News

    Corte falla que intento de Trump de acabar con ciudadania por nacimiento es inconstitucional




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El presidente de EEUU, Donald Trump, habla durante una cumbre sobre inteligencia artificial en el Auditorio Andrew W. Mellon, en Washington, el miercoles 23 de julio de 2025. (AP Foto/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Una corte federal de apelaciones en San Francisco dictamino el miercoles que la orden del presidente Donald Trump que pretende poner fin a la ciudadania por nacimiento es inconstitucional, confirmando asi la decision de un tribunal de menor instancia que bloqueo la aplicacion de dicha orden a nivel nacional.
El fallo de un panel de tres jueces de la Corte Federal de Apelaciones del 9no Circuito se produce despues de que la iniciativa de Trump tambien fue bloqueada por un juez federal en Nueva Hampshire. Esta es la primera vez que un tribunal de apelaciones se pronuncia sobre el tema, el cual esta un paso mas cerca de regresar ante la Corte Suprema.
La decision del tribunal del 9no Circuito mantiene la prohibicion al gobierno de Trump de aplicar la orden que negaria la ciudadania a los ninos nacidos de personas que estan en Estados Unidos de forma temporal o sin autorizacion legal.

    
"El tribunal de distrito concluyo correctamente que la interpretacion propuesta de la Orden Ejecutiva, en la que se niega la ciudadania a muchas personas nacidas en los Estados Unidos, es inconstitucional. Estamos completamente de acuerdo", escribio la mayoria.



    
        




    




El fallo de 2-1 ratifica la decision del juez federal John C. Coughenour en Seattle, quien bloqueo el esfuerzo de Trump por poner fin a la ciudadania por nacimiento y denuncio lo que describio como un intento del gobierno por ignorar la Constitucion para beneficio politico. Coughenour fue el primero en bloquear la orden.

    
    
    
La Casa Blanca y el Departamento de Justicia no respondieron de momento a mensajes en busca de comentarios.
Desde entonces, la Corte Suprema ha restringido el poder de los jueces de tribunales inferiores para emitir ordenes que afectan a todo el pais, conocidas como medidas cautelares nacionales.
Pero la mayoria del tribunal del 9no Circuito encontro que el caso caia bajo una de las excepciones a las que los jueces habian dejado la puerta abierta. El caso fue presentado por un grupo de estados que argumentaron que necesitan una orden nacional para prevenir los problemas que se desatarian en caso de que la ciudadania por nacimiento fuera la ley unicamente en la mitad del pais.

    
"Concluimos que el tribunal de distrito no abuso de su discrecion al emitir una medida cautelar universal para dar a los estados un alivio completo", escribieron los jueces Michael Hawkins y Ronald Gould, ambos designados por el entonces presidente Bill Clinton.
El juez Patrick Bumatay, nombrado por Trump, disintio. Encontro que los estados no tienen el derecho legal, o legitimacion, para interponer una demanda. "Debemos abordar cualquier solicitud de alivio universal con escepticismo de buena fe, conscientes de que la invocacion de 'alivio completo' no es una puerta trasera a las medidas cautelares universales", escribio.
Bumatay no opino sobre si poner fin a la ciudadania por nacimiento seria constitucional.
La Clausula de Ciudadania de la 14a Enmienda de la Constitucion establece que todas las personas nacidas o naturalizadas en Estados Unidos, y sujetas a su jurisdiccion, son ciudadanos.

    
Los abogados del Departamento de Justicia argumentan que la frase "sujeto a la jurisdiccion de Estados Unidos" en la enmienda significa que la ciudadania no se confiere automaticamente a los ninos basandose unicamente en su lugar de nacimiento.
Los estados --Washington, Arizona, Illinois y Oregon-- argumentan que eso ignora la clara redaccion de la Clausula de Ciudadania, asi como un caso historico de ciudadania por nacimiento en 1898 en el que la Corte Suprema determino que un nino nacido en San Francisco de padres chinos era ciudadano en virtud de su nacimiento en suelo estadounidense.

La orden de Trump afirma que un nino nacido en Estados Unidos no es ciudadano si la madre no tiene estatus migratorio legal o esta en el pais legal pero temporalmente, y el padre no es ciudadano estadounidense ni residente permanente legal. A nivel nacional se han presentado al menos nueve demandas impugnando la orden.
___
La periodista de Associated Press Rebecca Boone contribuyo con este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    El rapero Tekashi 6ix9ine se declara culpable de un cargo por posesion de drogas




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El rapero Daniel Hernandez, conocido como Tekashi 6ix9ine, es escoltado por la policia al llegar a una audiencia judicial en el Palacio de Justicia, en Santo Domingo, Republica Dominicana, el 25 de enero de 2024. (Foto AP/Ricardo Hernandez, archivo)]
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                                        NUEVA YORK (AP) -- El rapero Tekashi 6ix9ine se declaro culpable el miercoles de posesion de drogas en violacion de su libertad condicional, marcando su mas reciente enfrentamiento con la ley desde que completo una sentencia federal de prision por cargos de crimen organizado y asociacion delictuosa.
El interprete de 29 anos, cuyo nombre real es Daniel Hernandez, le dijo a un juez federal de Manhattan que su casa en Miami fue allanada el 12 de marzo y que encontraron cocaina "residual" y MDMA --la droga de fiesta conocida como Molly o extasis-- en el armario de su dormitorio.
A cambio de su declaracion de culpabilidad, los fiscales acordaron retirar otros dos cargos que enfrentaba derivados del incidente.
El rapero de Brooklyn, que salto a la fama con el lanzamiento en 2017 de su cancion "Gummo", sera sentenciado el 25 de septiembre.
No enfrenta cargos estatales relacionados con el allanamiento, pero el juez de distrito de Estados Unidos, Paul Engelmayer, le advirtio que las "consecuencias seran severas" si viola alguna de las condiciones de su libertad antes de ser sentenciado.

    
Las pautas federales de sentencia establecen entre tres y nueve meses de prision por cada cargo, pero Hernandez podria enfrentar hasta cinco anos de prision y libertad supervisada, agrego el juez.



    
        




    




El rapero, que vestia una sudadera con capucha negra y sin su caracteristico peinado colorido, se nego a comentar al salir del tribunal.

    
    
    
Hernandez se declaro culpable en 2018 de su participacion con una violenta pandilla con sede en Nueva York, los Nine Trey Gangsta Bloods.
Recibio una sentencia indulgente de dos anos de prision en 2019, seguida de cinco anos de libertad condicional por su cooperacion en el enjuiciamiento de otros miembros de la pandilla.
Incluso fue liberado de la prision federal varios meses antes durante el apogeo de la pandemia de COVID-19.
Pero en noviembre pasado, se descubrio que Hernandez violo su libertad supervisada por no presentarse a pruebas de drogas, viajar a Las Vegas desde su casa en Florida sin permiso y mentir a su oficial de libertad condicional.

En ese momento, Engelmayer lo sentencio a otros 45 dias bajo custodia federal, diciendo que las infracciones mostraban una falta de respeto por la ley.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    Entertainment

    "Building the Band", la ultima gran aparicion de Liam Payne antes de su muerte




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Aalith Rose Larsen, de izquierda a derecha, Cameron Goode, Donzell Taggart y Katherine Reorder de SZN4 posan para un retrato para promocionar "Building the Band" el miercoles 16 de julio de 2025, en Los Angeles. (Foto Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Shade Jenifer, de izquierda a derecha, Bradley Rittmann, Malik Heard y Landon Boyce de Soulidified posan para un retrato para promocionar "Building the Band" el miercoles 16 de julio de 2025, en Los Angeles. (Foto Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- El nuevo reality show de Netflix, "Building the Band", se convirtio inesperadamente en la ultima gran aparicion de Liam Payne, momentos que los presentadores del programa dicen que, junto con los concursantes y espectadores, tienen la suerte de haber presenciado.
El programa presenta a Payne como juez invitado, ofreciendo consejos agudos pero ingeniosos a jovenes bandas que persiguen el exito, no muy diferente al que el logro como parte de la boy band mundialmente famosa One Direction. Payne fallecio en octubre tras caer desde el balcon de un hotel en Argentina, poco despues de que terminara la produccion del programa.
AJ McLean de los Backstreet Boys, el presentador del programa, afirma: "Ver al verdadero el, al que el mundo recordara, que veran en este programa, es simplemente algo hermoso".
"Building the Band" le da un giro a las competiciones musicales tradicionales, reune a 50 artistas emergentes que tienen la tarea de cantar entre ellos y formar grupos basados en esas actuaciones. ?El detalle? No pueden ver como luce nadie.

    
Los primeros episodios se estrenaron a principios de julio y los ultimos episodios, incluido el final, debutaran el miercoles. El programa sigue a seis bandas que trabajan para desarrollar su sonido grupal y actuaciones, hasta que solo queda una banda en pie, la cual gana un premio de 500.000 dolares.
El programa es presentado por McLean, con la lider de Pussycat Dolls --y recien ganadora del Tony-- Nicole Scherzinger quienes asesoran a las bandas y la estrella de Destiny's Child, Kelly Rowland, quien es juez invitada junto a Payne.

    
El impacto de Payne en 'Building the Band'
La serie comenzo con una dedicatoria a Payne y su familia, en la que McLean dijo que "nunca imaginamos que pronto estariamos despidiendonos de nuestro amigo" mientras filmabamos el programa.
Payne aparece por primera vez en el septimo episodio para la exhibicion, donde cada banda actua frente a una audiencia en vivo y los jueces, solo una semana despues de formarse.
"Eramos bailarines increibles, obviamente, en One Direction", bromeo Payne en el episodio mientras ofrecia criticas a la boy band Midnight 'til Morning, cuyos miembros expresaron dudas sobre bailar en el escenario. El miembro de la banda Mason Watts luego revelo que su familia habia ganado boletos para sentarse en primera fila en un concierto de One Direction cuando tenia 11 anos, provocando aplausos de la multitud y una respuesta sincera de Payne.
"Desde ese momento, quise estar en un grupo", dijo Watts, originario de Australia, en el episodio. "Es como un momento de circulo completo estar aqui con un grupo y actuar frente a ti. Asi que, gracias, amigo".
Landon Boyce, miembro de la otra boy band del programa, Soulidified, dijo a The Associated Press que Payne dejo un impacto duradero y fue un ejemplo principal de como espera comportarse como artista.
"Recuerdo que Liam solo dijo: 'Diviertanse'", dice Boyce. "Nos dijo: 'Ojala One Direction hubiera hecho lo que ustedes estan haciendo'. Y yo simplemente tome eso como, vamos a divertirnos y bailar".

    
Payne se ve asintiendo con entusiasmo durante la actuacion de la banda, cuando cantaron "Sure Thing" de Miguel. Bradley Rittmann, otro miembro de Soulidified, dijo a AP que estaban "en las nubes" despues de que Payne dijera que se uniria a su banda.
Payne aplaudio su capacidad para aduenarse del escenario y reconocio la falta de convencionalidad de su banda debido a los variados estilos musicales y de moda de los miembros, argumentando que "no los habria juntado, pero el resultado fue increible".

    
"Love is Blind" se mezcla con "The Voice"
Este programa combina elementos de "Love is Blind" con programas de competencia musical como "The Voice", aislando a los concursantes en capsulas, donde solo pueden escucharse entre si. Los concursantes pueden expresar interes presionando un boton durante la actuacion y luego hablar a traves de chats de voz para probar su quimica.
Los 50 concursantes iniciales se redujeron a solo 22, compuestos por dos boy bands, tres girl bands y un grupo mixto. Los concursantes eligieron a sus companeros de banda sin la intervencion del presentador o los jueces.
"Se formo de la manera mas real, cruda y autentica", dice Aaliyah Rose Larsen, miembro de la banda mixta SZN4. "Creo que nos habriamos reencontrado en un millon de otras vidas, en mil millones de otros programas, porque siempre estuvimos destinados a encontrarnos".
El resultado de este proceso, dicen los jueces, son bandas que las discograficas tradicionalmente no formarian, dadas las diferencias de estilo y apariencia de los miembros, un pilar importante del programa, dicen McLean y Rowland, ante el estado actual de la industria musical.
"Al principio de nuestras carreras, tu segundo album era el que te hacia o te rompia. Ahora tienes una oportunidad", dice McLean. "Poder devolver el poder a estos individuos, dejar que se junten basandose solo en el talento bruto y la quimica, sin verse nunca, es un testimonio de lo que realmente significa estar en una banda".

    
Un voto del publico determina que bandas continuan despues de cada actuacion en vivo. El ultimo episodio del primer lote dejo a los espectadores en suspenso, ya que Midnight 'til Morning y el grupo femenino Siren Society fueron votados en los dos ultimos lugares. El proximo revelara quien fue eliminado.
Payne abrazo el papel de mentor
Rowland dice que Payne estaba completamente involucrado en el proceso y se mantenia al tanto del progreso de las bandas despues de la filmacion. Payne tambien habia expresado interes en asesorar a las bandas despues de que terminara el programa, recuerda Boyce.
"El era simplemente honesto. Senalaba todo, ?sabes a lo que me refiero? Antes de que ellos lo vieran, antes de que nosotros lo vieramos", dice Rowland, agregando que Payne tuvo "muchos momentos brillantes" durante su carrera historica, "pero este fue realmente increible".

Nori Moore, miembro de 3Quency, "tuvo muchos primeros" en el programa como joven artista y dice que el consejo de Payne a los concursantes de que se aduenen del momento cada vez que suben al escenario fue fundamental para su desarrollo como artista.
Larsen dice que los espectadores pueden ver el programa y "ver su corazon".
"Sabemos cuanto ama el programa", dice Katie Roeder, otra miembro de SZN4. "Se que esta muy orgulloso de nosotros y nos esta mirando desde arriba".
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Muere ahogado en Costa Rica el actor Malcolm Jamal-Warner de "The Cosby Show"




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Malcolm-Jamal Warner a su llegada la 65a ceremonia anual de los Premios Grammy, el 5 de febrero de 2023, en Los Angeles. (Foto de Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, Archivo)]
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[image: El actor y musico Malcolm-Jamal Warner posa para una foto en Los Angeles, el 8 de octubre de 2015. (Foto de Danny Moloshok/Invision/AP, Archivo)]
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[image: El actor Malcolm-Jamal Warner es visto en la alfombra roja del Premio Mark Twain de Humor Estadounidense, en honor a Bill Cosby, en Washington, el 26 de octubre de 2009. (Foto AP/Jacquelyn Martin, archivo)]
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[image: El actor y musico Malcolm-Jamal Warner posa para un retrato en Los Angeles, el 8 de octubre de 2015. (Foto Danny Moloshok/Invision/AP, archivo)]
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            El actor y musico Malcolm-Jamal Warner posa para un retrato en Los Angeles, el 8 de octubre de 2015. (Foto Danny Moloshok/Invision/AP, archivo)
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                                        SAN JOSE (AP) -- Malcolm-Jamal Warner, quien como el hijo adolescente Theo Huxtable en "The Cosby Show" fue central en un fenomeno cultural que ayudo a definir la decada de 1980, murio a los 54 anos en un ahogamiento accidental en Costa Rica, dijeron autoridades el lunes.
El Departamento de Investigacion Judicial de Costa Rica dijo que Warner se ahogo el domingo por la tarde en una playa de la costa caribena de Costa Rica. Estaba nadando en Playa Cocles en la provincia de Limon cuando una corriente lo arrastro mas adentro del oceano.
"Fue rescatado por personas en la playa", decia el informe inicial del departamento, los paramedicos de la Cruz Roja de Costa Rica lo encontraron sin signos vitales y fue llevado a la morgue.
Warner creo muchos momentos televisivos grabados en la memoria de los ninos de la Generacion X y sus padres, incluyendo una discusion en el episodio piloto con Cosby sobre calificaciones y carreras, y otro episodio donde Theo intenta en vano ocultar su perforacion en la oreja a su padre.

    
Theo era el unico hijo entre cuatro hijas en el hogar de Cliff Huxtable de Cosby y Clair Huxtable de Phylicia Rashad en la comedia de NBC, y seria una de las principales representaciones de la vida adolescente estadounidense y la ninez negra en un programa que fue el mas popular en Estados Unidos durante gran parte de su emision de 1984 a 1992.



    
        




    




Warner trabajo durante mas de 40 anos como actor y director, tambien protagonizando las comedias "Malcolm & Eddie" y "Read Between the Lines", y en el drama medico "The Resident".

    
    
    
Sus ultimos creditos fueron en papeles invitados en television, incluyendo un arco dramatico de cuatro episodios el ano pasado en "9-1-1'', donde interpreto a un enfermero que fue un sobreviviente a largo plazo de un terrible incendio.
"Me obsesione maniacamente con no querer ser uno de esos 'ninos de donde estan ahora'", dijo Warner a The Associated Press en 2015. "Me siento muy bendecido de poder tener todas estas vias de expresion... de estar donde estoy ahora y finalmente en un lugar donde puedo dejar de preocuparme por tener una vida despues de 'Cosby'".

    
Interpreto a Theo Huxtable durante ocho temporadas, apareciendo en cada uno de los 197 episodios de "The Cosby Show". Logro una nominacion al Emmy como actor de reparto en una comedia en 1986.
La actriz Viola Davis fue una de las que rindio homenaje el lunes.
"Theo era NUESTRO hijo, NUESTRO hermano, NUESTRO amigo. Era absolutamente tan familiar, !y nos regocijamos de como la television lo hizo bien!", dijo la ganadora del Oscar en Instagram. "Pero Malcolm lo hizo bien... nos deleitamos en tu vida y estamos devastados por esta perdida."
El legado de Cosby
Como el resto del elenco de "The Cosby Show", Warner tuvo que lidiar con las acusaciones de agresion sexual contra Cosby, cuya condena en un tribunal de Pensilvania fue posteriormente anulada.
Warner dijo a The Associated Press en 2015 que el legado del programa estaba "manchado".
"Mi mayor preocupacion es cuando se trata de imagenes de personas de color en television y cine", dijo Warner. "Siempre hemos tenido 'The Cosby Show' para sostenernos contra eso. Y el hecho de que ya no lo tengamos, eso es lo que mas me entristece porque en unas pocas generaciones los Huxtable habrian sido solo un cuento de hadas".
Los representantes de Cosby declinaron hacer comentarios.

    
La vida despues de Theo
El primer papel importante de Warner despues de "Cosby" fue en la comedia "Malcolm & Eddie", que coprotagonizaba con el comediante Eddie Griffin en la popular serie de la desaparecida cadena UPN de 1996 a 2000.
"Mi corazon esta pesado en este momento", dijo Griffin en Instagram el lunes. "Descansa tranquilo mi hermano porque has ganado en la vida y ahora has ganado la dicha eterna para siempre".
En la decada de 2010, protagonizo junto a Tracee Ellis Ross como una pareja que mezcla familias durante dos temporadas en la comedia de BET "Read Between The Lines". Tambien tuvo un papel como el amigo de O.J. Simpson, Al Cowlings, en "American Crime Story" y fue un miembro regular de la serie "The Resident" de Fox.

    
"Primero te conoci como Theo con el resto del mundo, luego fuiste mi primer esposo en television", dijo Ross en Instagram. "Mi corazon esta tan, tan triste. Que actor y amigo eras: calido, gentil, presente, amable, reflexivo, profundo, divertido, elegante".
Los papeles cinematograficos de Warner incluyeron la comedia romantica de 2008 "Fool's Gold" ("Amor y tesoro") con Matthew McConaughey y Kate Hudson. Poeta y musico, Warner fue ganador de un Grammy, por mejor interpretacion de R&B tradicional, y fue nominado para el mejor album de poesia hablada por "Hiding in Plain View".
Warner tambien trabajo como director, dirigiendo episodios de "Malcolm & Eddie", "Read Between the Lines", "The Resident" y "All That".

    
La infancia de un actor
Warner, nombrado en honor a Malcolm X y al pianista de jazz Ahmad Jamal, nacio en 1970 en Jersey City, Nueva Jersey. Su madre, Pamela Warner, fue su representante cuando comenzo a perseguir la actuacion a los nueve anos.
A principios de la decada de 1980, hizo apariciones como invitado en los programas de television "Matt Houston" --su primer credito-- y "Fame".
Warner tenia 13 anos cuando consiguio el papel de Theo en una audicion despues de una amplia busqueda del actor infantil adecuado.
Cosby era una gran estrella en ese momento, y el programa estaba destinado a ser ampliamente visto, pero pocos podrian haber predicho el enorme fenomeno en que se convertiria.
Para muchos, la imagen duradera de Theo, y de Warner, es de el vistiendo una camisa de disenador mal hecha cosida por su hermana Denise, interpretada por Lisa Bonet. La camisa "Gordon Gartrell" mas tarde se convirtio en una imagen de meme: Anthony Mackie uso una en "The Tonight Show" con Jimmy Fallon y la foto de perfil en el Instagram de Warner muestra a un nino pequeno luciendo una.
Relacion de amor-odio con su personaje
"Theo fue muy bueno conmigo. Y creo que ese programa y ese papel son atemporales. Y estoy muy orgulloso de ese papel", dijo Warner en una entrevista reciente de podcast, mientras senalaba que habia intentado separarse del papel y durante anos se estremecia cuando los fans lo llamaban Theo.
"Parte del distanciamiento para mi es no querer ver cuanto de Malcolm hay en Theo. Recuerdo haber hecho el programa y siempre pense que Theo es cursi. Quiero que Theo sea mas genial", dijo a Melyssa Ford en su podcast "Hot & Bothered". "Alguien me llamo el chico negro blanco favorito de Estados Unidos. Y yo tenia 15 anos. ... Me dolio. ... Eso es trauma cultural".

Warner estaba casado y tenia una hija pequena, pero decidio no revelar publicamente sus nombres. Sus representantes declinaron hacer comentarios inmediatos sobre su muerte.
___
Los periodistas de AP Andrew Dalton desde Los Angeles y Jocelyn Noveck desde Nueva York contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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