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      Breaking News

      
        Plane crash in Russia's far east kills nearly 50 people
        MOSCOW --- A passenger plane carrying nearly 50 people crashed in a remote area of Russia's far eastern Amur region on Thursday, killing all on board, authorities said.

      

      
        Foreign Ministry condemns Cambodian attacks
        The Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Thursday condemned Cambodia's attacks on Thailand, following landmine explosions that injured Thai soldiers as well as artillery strikes on military and civilian targets.

      

      
        US embassy warns citizens near border during Thai-Cambodian clashes
        The United States embassy in Bangkok issued a security alert on Thursday, advising American citizens living near the Thai-Cambodian border to exercise caution and follow guidance from Thai security authorities.

      

      
        International media groups urge Israel to allow access to Gaza
        PARIS --- International news agencies Agence France-Presse (AFP), Associated Press (AP) and Reuters as well as the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) on Thursday called on Israel to allow journalists in and out of Gaza, which is subject to a strict blockade.

      

      
        Cambodia's attacks kill 12 Thais
        The number of fatalities from Cambodia's attacks on Thai civilian areas has risen to 12, including an eight-year-old boy, with over 30 injuries, according to the Thai army.

      

      
        NCSA boosts cyber defence amid rising border tensions
        The National Cyber Security Agency (NCSA) is reinforcing the resilience of critical infrastructure in preparation for potential cyberattacks, while the Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA) has warned against artificial intelligence-generated deepfakes in information warfare---particularly amid escalating tensions at the Thailand-Cambodia border. &nbsp;

      

      
        Baht falls from highest since 2022 on conflict with Cambodia
        Thailand's baht fell after touching the highest in more than three years on the escalating conflict with its neighbour Cambodia.

      

      
        Typhoon May strengthen on track toward northern Philippines
        MANILA --- A typhoon moving toward northern Philippines may intensify further before making landfall as early as tonight, with heavy rain and strong winds likely to impact some rice and corn crops.

      

      
        Flooding remains in North
        Many areas in the northern provinces of Nan, Phayao and Chiang Rai are still affected by flooding as persistent rain is expected to continue throughout Thursday.

      

      
        Paetongtarn condemns Cambodia's 'first strike'
        Suspended Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has condemned Cambodia for initiating violence along the Thai border and declared her full support for all government, military and diplomatic retaliation measures within international legal frameworks.
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                                MOSCOW -- A passenger plane carrying nearly 50 people crashed in a remote area of Russia's far eastern Amur region on Thursday, killing all on board, authorities said.
The plane, a Soviet-made twin-propeller Antonov-24, went down in remote, thickly forested terrain, leaving a column of smoke pouring from the crash site and no signs of survivors, according to state media and videos published by investigators.

The Angara Airlines flight was headed to the town of Tynda from the city of Blagoveshchensk when it disappeared from radar at around 1pm local time (0400 GMT).

A rescue helicopter later spotted the burning fuselage of the plane on a forested mountain slope about 15 kilometres (nine miles) south of Tynda's airport.

Videos published by Russian investigators showed smoke rising from the crash site and what appeared to be fragments of the plane strewn across the forest floor.

A search and rescue team arrived only hours after the crash at the remote, hard-to-reach site and found no evidence of survivors, according to the state news agency TASS.

Investigators did not say what caused the crash.

Weather conditions at the time of the incident were poor, Angara Airlines CEO Sergei Salamanov told Russia's REN TV channel.

"The commander made the decision to carry out the flight," he was quoted as saying.

Tynda, home to around 30,000 people, lies in an area of thick taiga forest about 200 kilometres (125 miles) from the Chinese border.

At least one Chinese national was on the flight, state media in China reported.

Chinese President Xi Jinping sent a message of condolence to Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin.

"I would like to express my deep condolences to the victims and sincere sympathy to the families of the victims," Xi said, according to Chinese state broadcaster China Central Television (CCTV).

The plane dropped from radar while attempting a second approach to land at Tynda, regional prosecutors said.

The forest terrain complicated search efforts, a rescuer told the TASS agency.

"The main search operations are being conducted from the air," it said.

Angara Airlines, a small regional carrier based in the Russian city of Irkutsk, did not immediately release a statement on the crash.

Five children

Russia's aviation watchdog has not yet given a definitive number of people on board.

The Amur region's governor, Vasily Orlov, said the plane was carrying 43 passengers and six crew members.

Among the passengers were five children, he said.

The TASS agency cited emergency services as saying the plane was carrying 40 passengers and six crew.

Aviation authorities have opened an investigation.

The plane appeared to have been manufactured almost 50 years ago, during the Soviet era, according to civil aviation database Russianplanes.net.

In 2021, the aircraft's airworthiness certificate was extended until 2036, data from the site showed.

Agence France-Presse (AFP) was not able to immediately verify this information.

The Antonov-24 is a popular, Soviet-designed turboprop plane that first entered into service in 1959.

Russia has taken steps to switch from Soviet aircraft to modern jets in recent years, but ageing light aircraft are still widely used in far-flung regions, with accidents frequent.
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                                The Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Thursday condemned Cambodia's attacks on Thailand, following landmine explosions that injured Thai soldiers as well as artillery strikes on military and civilian targets.
Ministry spokesman Nikorndej Balankura said that Thailand had decided to downgrade diplomatic ties, recalling its ambassador and calling on Cambodia to do the same, in response to Cambodia's premeditated actions which violate Thailand's sovereignty and international law. 

He said Thailand remains committed to international norms and Asean principles, despite provocations. "We are defending ourselves reasonably to protect our sovereignty and the lives of Thai people," said the spokesman.

A National Security Council (NSC) meeting will discuss further steps and coordinate measures across diplomatic, security and border management sectors. 

Mr Nikorndej added that Thailand had not received aid requests from other Asean members regarding the border conflict. The decision to recall the Thai ambassador was a serious but measured step, aiming to avoid full severance of bilateral relations while maintaining communication channels for de-escalation.

Regarding Thais in Cambodia, he said around a few hundreds remained, as the embassy was verifying exact numbers. The Thai government remained focused on protecting its citizens and resolving the crisis diplomatically.

The Thai embassy in Phnom Penh on Thursday urged Thai nationals to leave Cambodia as troops from the two countries clashed over a disputed border area.
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                                The United States embassy in Bangkok issued a security alert on Thursday, advising American citizens living near the Thai-Cambodian border to exercise caution and follow guidance from Thai security authorities.
The embassy emphasised the importance of staying informed on the latest developments through local government updates.

According to the embassy's statement on its official website, reports indicated ongoing clashes along the border, involving rocket and artillery fire between Thai and Cambodian forces. 

The situation remained volatile, with casualties confirmed by Thai officials -- 12 deaths so far, including 11 civilians and one soldier, and at least 30 injuries. The figures could rise as rescue and emergency efforts continue.

In response to the escalation, the Thai government had ordered the evacuation of residents from the most affected provinces, including Surin, Ubon Ratchathani, Si Sa Ket and Buriram.

US citizens in the border areas or travelling nearby are advised to follow security directives issued by Thai authorities. They should remain vigilant, avoid affected zones and stay updated through local news and government sources. 

For help or emergencies, US nationals can contact the embassy by phone at 02-205-4000, email at acsbkk@state.gov or visit th.usembassy.gov.
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                                PARIS -- International news agencies Agence France-Presse (AFP), Associated Press (AP) and Reuters as well as the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) on Thursday called on Israel to allow journalists in and out of Gaza, which is subject to a strict blockade.
"We are desperately concerned for our journalists in Gaza, who are increasingly unable to feed themselves and their families," the media groups said in a joint statement.

They added that "journalists endure many deprivations and hardships in war zones. We are deeply alarmed that the threat of starvation is now one of them."

"We once again urge the Israeli authorities to allow journalists in and out of Gaza. It is essential that adequate food supplies reach the people there," they concluded.

With Gaza sealed off, many media groups around the world depend on photo, video and text coverage of the conflict provided by Palestinian reporters to international news agencies such as AFP.

International criticism is growing over the plight of the more than two million Palestinian civilians in Gaza, where more than 100 aid and rights groups have warned that "mass starvation" is spreading.

Since the war started following the unprecedented October 7, 2023 attack on Israel by Palestinian militant group Hamas, a small number of journalists have been able to enter Gaza only with the Israeli army and under strict military censorship rules.

Media watchdog Reporters Without Borders (RSF) said in early July that more than 200 journalists had been killed in Gaza since the war began.

Evacuations

AFP news agency has published accounts of life inside Gaza from its reporters this week. It has said it is concerned about "the appalling situation" they face due to a daily struggle to find food.

"We have no energy left due to hunger and lack of food," said Omar al-Qattaa, a 35-year-old AFP photographer shortlisted for a Pulitzer Prize earlier this year.

"Obtaining food in Gaza is extremely difficult. Even when it is available, prices are multiplied by 100," video journalist Youssef Hassouna said.

Israel says humanitarian aid is being allowed in and accuses Hamas of exploiting civilian suffering, including by stealing food handouts to sell at inflated prices or shooting at those awaiting aid.

The World Health Organisation's (Who) chief warned on Wednesday of widespread starvation in Gaza, saying food deliveries into the territory were "far below what is needed for the survival of the population".

Witnesses and Gaza's civil defence agency have repeatedly accused Israeli forces of firing on aid seekers. The United Nations (UN) said the military had killed more than 1,000 Palestinians trying to get food since late May.

AFP succeeded in evacuating eight staff members and their families from Gaza between January and April 2024, after months of effort.

'Starving'

The New York-based Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), a media freedom group, said in a statement on Wednesday that Israel was "starving Gazan journalists into silence".

"They are not just reporters, they are frontline witnesses, abandoned as international media were pulled out and denied entry," CPJ regional director Sara Qudah was quoted as saying.

Many Palestinian journalists have spoken out or posted about their exhaustion, with Sally Thabet, a correspondent for Al-Kofiya satellite channel, fainting after a live broadcast this week, the CPJ said.

Doha-based Al Jazeera, the most influential Arabic media group, also called for global action to protect Gaza's journalists on Tuesday.

The channel, which has been banned in Israel, has had five of its reporters killed since the start of the conflict in what it says is a deliberate targeting campaign by Israel.

In some cases, Israel has accused reporters of being "terror operatives", such as when it killed a Gaza-based Al Jazeera staff journalist and freelancer last year -- allegations condemned by the Qatari news network.

"We know that probably most journalists inside Gaza are operating under the auspices of Hamas, and until Hamas is destroyed, they will not be allowed to report freely," Israeli government spokesman David Mercer told a press conference last December.
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                                The number of fatalities from Cambodia's attacks on Thai civilian areas has risen to 12, including an eight-year-old boy, with over 30 injuries, according to the Thai army.
As of 2.15pm on Thursday, Thai authorities confirmed that civilian zones were hit by supporting fire, resulting in fatalities, injuries and property damage after Cambodian forces launched artillery strikes into Thai territory following a morning assault on a Thai military base near the Ta Muen Thom temple in Surin province.

The affected areas included:


	Surin: Two civilians killed, including an eight-year-old boy; four civilians injured; five soldiers wounded.

	Ubon Ratchathani: One civilian killed; four seriously injured.

	Si Sa Ket: Eight civilians killed, including a 15-year-old; 15 civilians injured; one soldier killed, two wounded.

	Buri Ram: One civilian injured.



The attacks also caused property damage, with reports of residential damage and damage to agricultural property and livestock in affected areas.

In a statement, Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsuthin condemned Cambodia's actions, labelling the attacks as inhumane and a severe violation of human dignity and Thailand's sovereignty. He highlighted ongoing efforts to coordinate emergency medical responses, with additional personnel and resources dispatched to the impacted zones.

Mr Somsak reaffirmed Thailand's commitment to safeguarding its people, stating: "The government will pursue all necessary measures to respond to the aggression and ensure the safety of its citizens."

The army reiterated its commitment to protecting Thailand's sovereignty and its citizens, stating it is prepared to take all necessary military measures in response to what it described as violations of humanitarian principles.

"The Royal Thai Army strongly condemns the violent actions targeting civilians by Cambodian forces," the statement read. "Thailand stands ready to defend its sovereignty and protect its people from such inhumane acts."

Thai villages hit by Cambodian rockets

In Surin's Kap Choeng district, two people were killed and two injured when BM-21 rockets fired from Cambodia struck their village in the morning. Evacuations of up to 40,000 residents to emergency shelters were under way.

District chief Sutthiroj Charoenthanasak confirmed that two rockets struck the village at 9.40am while residents were awaiting evacuation. Four people were wounded, with two later dying at hospital: a 12-year-old child and an adult.
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Authorities were evacuating people from 86 villages to emergency shelters at schools in the neighbouring Prasat district, Surin. Mr Sutthiroj said shelter capacity was adequate and most evacuees had arrived safely.

Officials have not yet surveyed the attack site due to concerns over continued Cambodian artillery fire, he added.

Patients in Kap Choeng were being evacuated from Phanom Dong Rak and Kap Choeng hospitals after rockets fell near the Ta Muen temple ruins. Further casualty reports were not immediately available.

In Si Sa Ket, two people were reported killed and many other civilians hurt when Cambodian rockets fell into a supermarket at a petrol station in Ban Phue, provincial governor Watthana Phutthichat said.

Fire and Rescue Thailand reported that the two deaths at the supermarket were students. A Thaipbs reporter said their bodies were found in the ruins.

The 2nd Army Region posted a video of the incident on its Facebook page at 11.30am.

						

							
						

              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3074972/cambodian-rockets-kill-four-thai-civilians-in-two-provinces



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									NCSA boosts cyber defence amid rising border tensions

									
								

									The National Cyber Security Agency (NCSA) is reinforcing the resilience of critical infrastructure in preparation for potential cyberattacks, while the Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA) has warned against artificial intelligence-generated deepfakes in information warfare--particularly amid escalating tensions at the Thailand-Cambodia border.  
									NCSA has increased preparations for critical infrastructure--mainly in energy, telecom, finance and electricity--to prevent cyber warfare amid the rising tensions between Cambodia and Thailand, AVM Amorn Chomchoey, NCSA secretary-general, told the Bangkok Post on Thursday.

"We will closely monitor the situation with relevant agencies on a 24/7 basis, as the alert level has been raised from Yellow to Red," said AVM Amorn.

He added that the agency has stepped up preparations over the past two months, as several Cambodia-based hacker groups have allegedly engaged in periodic cyber warfare and disinformation campaigns.  

Moreover, AI-generated deepfake images are being used to fabricate scenes of a Thai F-16 jet being shot down, aiming to boost the morale of Cambodian soldiers.  

Sak Segkhoonthod, senior advisor of ETDA, warned media and online users to verify information before sharing during this intense period.  

In another development, the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) ordered mobile phone service operators to increase cellular signal strength along the Thailand-Cambodia border to a normal level to support military communications in the area, according to Trairat Viriyasirikul, NBTC acting secretary-general.  

Earlier, the NBTC had directed telecom operators to reduce signal strength in the region to prevent cross-border signal spillover, which could be exploited for cybercrime or by call centre scams.  

Mr Trairat also added that the NBTC has sought cooperation from digital terrestrial television broadcasters to exercise caution in presenting news coverage during this period, as misinformation could impact ongoing military operations.
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                                Thailand's baht fell after touching the highest in more than three years on the escalating conflict with its neighbour Cambodia.
The local currency fell 0.3% to 32.29 per US dollar on Thursday after touching 32.11 earlier, the strongest since February 2022. The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) index slid about 1%.

The baht had surged more than 6% this year on growing optimism over trade negotiations, the return of foreign stock inflows and near-record high gold prices.

Thai fighter jets hit two Cambodian army posts near their disputed border on Thursday, as troops clashed in multiple locations in an escalation of tensions between the two nations.

"The escalating border conflict is giving investors a reason to book some gains after the Thai baht has appreciated," said Lloyd Chan, currency strategist at MUFG Bank.

The conflict could put a pause in baht's rally this year. Sentiment was boosted earlier after Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said on Tuesday the nation is close to an agreement with the US to lower a threatened 36% tariff on its goods ahead of the Aug 1 deadline and expects a rate closer in line with regional neighbours.

The baht's gain is putting pressure on authorities to curb its strength to protect the nation's economic drivers of tourism and exports.

"The Bank of Thailand (BoT) will continue to watch for any excessive volatility," said Christopher Wong, senior foreign-exchange strategist at Oversea-Chinese Banking Corporation in Singapore. A break of the resistance level at 32 to 32.1 baht per dollar may add more tailwind to the currency, he said.

Thailand's foreign-exchange reserves climbed to a record $263 billion earlier in July, partly as officials stepped up their intervention to slow the baht's appreciation.

Easing tensions between two of Thailand's largest trade partners -- the United States and China -- are also soothing investor worries. Global funds have poured a net $345 million into Thai equities in July, on track for the first monthly inflow in 10 months. On Wednesday alone, global funds poured in $139 million into stocks, the largest single-day inflow in 10 months.

The baht is also underpinned by near-record high gold prices, given the country's status as a major trading hub for the precious metal in Asia.

Impact on tourism

Thailand's provincial tourism and sports offices have been instructed to report and provide accurate information to tourists regarding the ongoing events, Nattareeya Thaweewong, the permanent secretary for tourism and sports, said on Thursday.

[image: This frame grab from UGC video footage taken and posted on Facebook by Chatchak Ratsamikaeo on Thursday shows smoke billowing from the roof of a convenience store attached to a petrol station in Sisaket province after it was hit by a rocket strike from Cambodia.]
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Regarding tourism, Prasat Ta Muen Thom has been officially closed, while Prasat Ta Kwai currently has no tourist activity.

In Sa Kaeo province, the situation along the Thailand-Cambodia border has impacted tourism and trade in the border districts of Aranyaprathet, Ta Phraya and Khlong Hat.

There has been a noticeable decline in tourist numbers and hotel bookings, although other districts remain unaffected.

On Thursday morning, Surin province reported a shooting incident at Prasat Ta Muen Thom, located in Phanom Dong Rak district.

Current security measures include establishing an incident command centre for emergency evacuations in case of an airstrike, situated at the Surin Provincial Government Centre.

Surin governor Chamnan Chuenta has directed residents in Phanom Dong Rak district and surrounding areas to seek shelter in nearby bomb shelters and prepare for evacuation to temporary shelters as outlined in the local evacuation plan.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3075037/baht-falls-from-highest-since-2022-on-conflict-with-cambodia



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Typhoon May strengthen on track toward northern Philippines                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Image: The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA)]
                                              
                          Image: The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA)                        

                                          

                  

                                MANILA -- A typhoon moving toward northern Philippines may intensify further before making landfall as early as tonight, with heavy rain and strong winds likely to impact some rice and corn crops.
Typhoon Co-may -- known locally as Emong -- has slowed and is sitting to the west of Dagupan, a small city about three-hour drive northwest of the capital Manila, according to an advisory from the national weather agency. The storm was packing top sustained winds of 120 kilometres per hour.

The cyclone may undergo rapid intensification as it moves toward Luzon Island and potentially reach peak intensity of as high as 185km per hour, the US Navy's Joint Typhoon Warning Centre said. That would be equivalent to a major Category 3 hurricane on the five-step Saffir-Simpson scale. 

Government work and classes in the Philippines will be shut for a fifth straight day on Friday in the capital region and dozens of provinces as heavy rains continue, according to Department of Interior and Local Government.

The Philippines has already racked up 454 million pesos (US$8 million) in crop losses from the combined effects of an earlier cyclone, the developing Co-may, another tropical storm to its north, as well as the southwest monsoon, according to data from the agriculture department. The country sees an average of 20 cyclones a year, with eight or nine making landfall.

Last year, a blitz of six powerful storms hit the Philippines within a matter of weeks, sapping economic growth and causing widespread agriculture losses. Rice harvesting started this month and collection of corn crops typically begins in August, according to the US Foreign Agricultural Service.

The Philippines is the world's biggest rice importer and any damage to domestic crops could force the nation to seek more supply from overseas.

The outer bands of Co-may are expected to dump rain across a large part of Luzon Island, and the Philippines Civil Aviation Authority has reported several domestic and international flight cancellations.

"Every day there are rains, so the soil is saturated," state weather forecaster Aldczar Aurelio told local radio station DZMM. "It means there's a high chance of floods and landslides."
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                                Many areas in the northern provinces of Nan, Phayao and Chiang Rai are still affected by flooding as persistent rain is expected to continue throughout Thursday.
The Meteorological Department reported that Wipha weakened from a tropical storm into a depression on Wednesday and is expected to downgrade further as a low-pressure system, moving along the monsoon trough in northern Thailand, upper Laos and Myanmar on Friday and Saturday. 

In Nan, governor Chainarong Wongyai said this was the most severe flooding in 47 years. All 15 districts in the province were flooded. Rainfall records on Thursday showed districts in the upper part had over 300 millimetres of accumulation, such as Bo Kluea, Tha Wang Pha, Pua and Chiang Klang.

The major measuring gauge in Tha Wang Pha recorded water at 14.51 metres, decreasing by five centimetres per hour. Water in Muang district was measured at 9.43m and increasing by 2cm per hour.

The internet signal in Muang district was unavailable due to electricity cuts to prevent dangers to the public. Mobile internet vehicles were deployed to assist residents.

Helicopters from the Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation were operating to help affected households.

Rain is expected to continue pouring across Nan until Thursday night. Although water levels might decrease, flooding will expand to more areas, Mr Chainarong said. He advised residents in unflooded areas to stay alert.

In Chiang Rai, flooding mainly affected Thoeng district, with water levels higher than Wednesday, affecting several premises, according to the provincial public relations office. Several roads were damaged by floods and landslides, with some closed to motorists.

In Phayao, eight districts were flooded, affecting over 1,700 households, according to governor Ratthaphon Naradisorn, who was speaking at a war room meeting with the Interior Ministry.

The Yom and Ing rivers are the main waterways flowing into the province, with persistent rain causing flooding along both for over 50 kilometres.  

The water situation should stabilise within two to three days, Mr Ratthaphon said. Chiang Kham Hospital was surrounded by about 50cm of floodwater, and patients were evacuated by military vehicles.

The Ministry of Public Health reported that five hospitals were affected by flooding. They included Wiang Sa, Chiang Klang and Tha Wang Pha hospitals in Nan; Thoeng in Chiang Rai; and Chiang Kham in Phayao.

The government had set up emergency centres in some affected areas, with mental health crisis teams on standby.

The weather agency forecasted that 22 provinces across Thailand would experience more heavy rain on Thursday:


	In the North: Mae Hong Son, Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Lamphun, Lampang, Phrae, Sukhothai, Tak and Kamphaeng Phet

	In the Northeast: Nakhon Phanom, Mukdahan, Amnat Charoen and Ubon Ratchathani

	In the Central Plain: Uthai Thani and Kanchanaburi

	In the East: Nakhon Nayok, Prachinburi, Chanthaburi and Trat
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                                Suspended Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has condemned Cambodia for initiating violence along the Thai border and declared her full support for all government, military and diplomatic retaliation measures within international legal frameworks.
In a statement posted on X, formerly Twitter, at 2.25pm, Ms Paetongtarn said Cambodia had violated international law and human rights principles by firing first and launching long-range attacks into Thai territory, affecting both officials and innocent civilians. 

"I condemn Cambodia for the use of violence and act of aggression along the Thai border, by which the Cambodian side initiated the use of arms and fired into Thai territory -- impacting both officials and innocent civilians," she wrote. "Such action constitutes a clear violation of international legal norms, especially fundamental human rights and ethical principles." 

Ms Paetongtarn, who is also the culture minister, emphasised that Thailand had consistently pursued diplomatic dialogue with patience and restraint to prevent escalation, believing peace was the best path to resolving international conflicts. 

She confirmed her backing for responsive measures following security briefings. "I fully support all responsive actions taken by the government, the armed forces and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs within the framework of international law and principles," she stated. 

The daughter of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra expressed hope that ongoing measures would swiftly end the violence and restore peace, while sending moral support to military personnel defending national sovereignty and civilians in affected areas. 

She urged citizens to follow government safety protocols to preserve lives and property, describing this as her "highest priority" amid the border crisis.

Ms Paetongtarn was suspended as premier pending a ruling over her leaked phone conversation with Cambodia's Senate President Hun Sen.


	Read more: Thaksin says Thailand justified in retaliation
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                                The number of fatalities from Cambodia's attacks on Thai civilian areas has risen to 12, including an eight-year-old boy, with over 30 injuries, according to the Thai army.
As of 2.15pm on Thursday, Thai authorities confirmed that civilian zones were hit by supporting fire, resulting in fatalities, injuries and property damage after Cambodian forces launched artillery strikes into Thai territory following a morning assault on a Thai military base near the Ta Muen Thom temple in Surin province.

The affected areas included:


	Surin: Two civilians killed, including an eight-year-old boy; four civilians injured; five soldiers wounded.

	Ubon Ratchathani: One civilian killed; four seriously injured.

	Si Sa Ket: Eight civilians killed, including a 15-year-old; 15 civilians injured; one soldier killed, two wounded.

	Buri Ram: One civilian injured.



The attacks also caused property damage, with reports of residential damage and damage to agricultural property and livestock in affected areas.

In a statement, Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsuthin condemned Cambodia's actions, labelling the attacks as inhumane and a severe violation of human dignity and Thailand's sovereignty. He highlighted ongoing efforts to coordinate emergency medical responses, with additional personnel and resources dispatched to the impacted zones.

Mr Somsak reaffirmed Thailand's commitment to safeguarding its people, stating: "The government will pursue all necessary measures to respond to the aggression and ensure the safety of its citizens."

The army reiterated its commitment to protecting Thailand's sovereignty and its citizens, stating it is prepared to take all necessary military measures in response to what it described as violations of humanitarian principles.

"The Royal Thai Army strongly condemns the violent actions targeting civilians by Cambodian forces," the statement read. "Thailand stands ready to defend its sovereignty and protect its people from such inhumane acts."

Thai villages hit by Cambodian rockets

In Surin's Kap Choeng district, two people were killed and two injured when BM-21 rockets fired from Cambodia struck their village in the morning. Evacuations of up to 40,000 residents to emergency shelters were under way.

District chief Sutthiroj Charoenthanasak confirmed that two rockets struck the village at 9.40am while residents were awaiting evacuation. Four people were wounded, with two later dying at hospital: a 12-year-old child and an adult.
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Authorities were evacuating people from 86 villages to emergency shelters at schools in the neighbouring Prasat district, Surin. Mr Sutthiroj said shelter capacity was adequate and most evacuees had arrived safely.

Officials have not yet surveyed the attack site due to concerns over continued Cambodian artillery fire, he added.

Patients in Kap Choeng were being evacuated from Phanom Dong Rak and Kap Choeng hospitals after rockets fell near the Ta Muen temple ruins. Further casualty reports were not immediately available.

In Si Sa Ket, two people were reported killed and many other civilians hurt when Cambodian rockets fell into a supermarket at a petrol station in Ban Phue, provincial governor Watthana Phutthichat said.

Fire and Rescue Thailand reported that the two deaths at the supermarket were students. A Thaipbs reporter said their bodies were found in the ruins.

The 2nd Army Region posted a video of the incident on its Facebook page at 11.30am.
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                                Thailand's baht fell after touching the highest in more than three years on the escalating conflict with its neighbour Cambodia.
The local currency fell 0.3% to 32.29 per US dollar on Thursday after touching 32.11 earlier, the strongest since February 2022. The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) index slid about 1%.

The baht had surged more than 6% this year on growing optimism over trade negotiations, the return of foreign stock inflows and near-record high gold prices.

Thai fighter jets hit two Cambodian army posts near their disputed border on Thursday, as troops clashed in multiple locations in an escalation of tensions between the two nations.

"The escalating border conflict is giving investors a reason to book some gains after the Thai baht has appreciated," said Lloyd Chan, currency strategist at MUFG Bank.

The conflict could put a pause in baht's rally this year. Sentiment was boosted earlier after Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said on Tuesday the nation is close to an agreement with the US to lower a threatened 36% tariff on its goods ahead of the Aug 1 deadline and expects a rate closer in line with regional neighbours.

The baht's gain is putting pressure on authorities to curb its strength to protect the nation's economic drivers of tourism and exports.

"The Bank of Thailand (BoT) will continue to watch for any excessive volatility," said Christopher Wong, senior foreign-exchange strategist at Oversea-Chinese Banking Corporation in Singapore. A break of the resistance level at 32 to 32.1 baht per dollar may add more tailwind to the currency, he said.

Thailand's foreign-exchange reserves climbed to a record $263 billion earlier in July, partly as officials stepped up their intervention to slow the baht's appreciation.

Easing tensions between two of Thailand's largest trade partners -- the United States and China -- are also soothing investor worries. Global funds have poured a net $345 million into Thai equities in July, on track for the first monthly inflow in 10 months. On Wednesday alone, global funds poured in $139 million into stocks, the largest single-day inflow in 10 months.

The baht is also underpinned by near-record high gold prices, given the country's status as a major trading hub for the precious metal in Asia.

Impact on tourism

Thailand's provincial tourism and sports offices have been instructed to report and provide accurate information to tourists regarding the ongoing events, Nattareeya Thaweewong, the permanent secretary for tourism and sports, said on Thursday.
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Regarding tourism, Prasat Ta Muen Thom has been officially closed, while Prasat Ta Kwai currently has no tourist activity.

In Sa Kaeo province, the situation along the Thailand-Cambodia border has impacted tourism and trade in the border districts of Aranyaprathet, Ta Phraya and Khlong Hat.

There has been a noticeable decline in tourist numbers and hotel bookings, although other districts remain unaffected.

On Thursday morning, Surin province reported a shooting incident at Prasat Ta Muen Thom, located in Phanom Dong Rak district.

Current security measures include establishing an incident command centre for emergency evacuations in case of an airstrike, situated at the Surin Provincial Government Centre.

Surin governor Chamnan Chuenta has directed residents in Phanom Dong Rak district and surrounding areas to seek shelter in nearby bomb shelters and prepare for evacuation to temporary shelters as outlined in the local evacuation plan.
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                                Thailand has carried out air strikes on Cambodia, hitting two military targets on Thursday, as the countries' border conflict intensified, with clashes reported in six locations. 
Six F-16 fighter jets were deployed late Thursday morning from Ubon Ratchathani province, hitting two "Cambodian military targets on the ground", Col Ritcha Suksuwanon, a Royal Thai Army deputy spokesperson, told reporters.

"We have used air power against military targets as planned."

The air strikes came a few hours after Cambodian soldiers opened fire at a Thai military base in the northeastern province of Surin and launched rockets towards Si Sa Ket, according to the army.

Meanwhile, the Interior Ministry said preparations were under way to evacuate civilians as a precautionary measure in border areas of four provinces.

The hostilities erupted when Thai soldiers heard a Cambodian unmanned aerial vehicle circling in front of the Ta Muen Thom temple ruins in Phanom Dong Rak district of Surin at 7.35am, the 2nd Army Region said.

Six Cambodian soldiers then approached a barbed-wire fence in front of the Thai military base, armed with weapons including rocket-propelled grenades.

Thai soldiers at the base shouted to urge their Cambodian counterparts to avoid escalating the conflict.

At 8.20am Cambodia opened fire toward the Moo Pa military base, about 200 metres east of the Ta Muen ruins, the 2nd Army Region said on its Facebook page.

The Cambodian forces set up artillery in nearby communities in a manner that used civilians as human shields, the Thai army alleged. Artillery fire was then directed at the temple ruins at 8.50am, it said.

At about 9.15am, Cambodian troops reportedly initiated gunfire, targeting the area near the Moo Pa base. One Thai soldier was injured as gunfire continued, with both small arms and heavy weaponry being deployed.

At 9.40am, Cambodia fired BM-21 rocket launchers at the Don Tuan temple ruins in Si Sa Ket province, Thailand said.

At 9.55am, Cambodian forces reportedly fired into a residential area near the border area development centre in Kap Choeng district of Surin. At least three civilians were reported injured. Authorities began evacuating civilians from the area as a precaution.

The attacks came a day after a landmine explosion injured five Thai soldiers, one of whom lost a leg, near the Chong An Ma border crossing in Ubon Ratchathani province.

The Thai army said the mines were recently planted by Cambodia.

Lt Gen Boonsin Padklang, commander of the 2nd Region Army, which is responsible for the Northeast, ordered the border sealed and the temple ruins in Surin closed. The orders took effect on Thursday morning.



Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Manet said on Facebook Thursday that Thai forces had launched attacks on Cambodian military positions at Preah Vihear and Ta Krabei temples in Oddar Meanchey province.

"Cambodia always maintains a stance of wanting to resolve issues peacefully, but, in this case, we have no choice but to respond with armed force against this armed invasion," Hun Manet said.



On Wednesday, the Thai government expelled the Cambodian ambassador, Hun Saroeun, while recalling the Thai envoy from Phnom Penh.

Bangkok has briefed foreign military attaches and diplomats stationed in the neighbouring country and is seeking action under the United Nations' (UN) Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention, while also engaging in bilateral efforts to resolve the dispute.

Though Thailand and Cambodia have a long history of border tensions, relations have remained largely stable since the 2011 conflict, which left dozens dead.

After the clash in May, Cambodia called for the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague to help resolve four disputed land areas. Thailand, however, said it does not recognise the court's jurisdiction in the matter.

[image: A police officer inspects a house in Kap Choeng district of Surin after rockets fired by Cambodian forces struck civilian targets, leaving three Thai residents injured on Thursday morning. (Photo: Royal Thai Army public relations)]
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                                The commander of the Second Army Region suspended visits to the Ta Muen Thom and Ta Kwai temple ruins in Surin province and sealed the border with Cambodia on Thursday, following a landmine explosion  that injured five Thai soldiers on Wednesday.
Lt Gen Boonsin Padklang signed the order on Wednesday, saying Cambodia had committed an "inhumane act" in violation of sovereignty and the Ottawa Treaty by using landmines.

The act was "grave threat to peace and stability along the border of both countries," the commander's order read.

His order prohibits all border crossings by vehicles, people, trade and tourists, while the Ta Muen Thom and Ta Kwai temple ruins were closed for "security system improvement".

Cambodian troops on Thursday morning opened fire on a Thai position near the temple  area ruins in Surin, the army said. 

Lt Gen Boonsin said the closure order was aimed at protecting Thailand's sovereignty and territory and the safety of Thai citizens' lives and property and at expressing Thailand's opposition to the use of anti-personnel landmines.
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                                Advanced Info Service (AIS) has launched AIS SIAM, a new landmark under the "playhouse with purpose" concept, designed for Generation C (Gen C) or the so-called creative generation yet open to all.
The move is aimed at providing a hub of opportunity, ready to ignite the creativity of the new generation in every dimension, according to AIS chief executive Somchai Lertsutiwong.

Located in Siam Square Soi 7, the four-storey building is equipped with AIS 5G and the latest Wi-Fi 7 system which delivers rapid connectivity.

AIS SIAM was developed in collaboration with partners, including Chulalongkorn University, Gulf Development and TADA Entertainment.

Mr Somchai said AIS believes in the power of the creative generation -- filled with ideas, talent and the energy to shape society through creativity.

"That's why we developed AIS SIAM as a space within Siam Square for community, creativity, social and self-expression -- seamlessly blending our advanced network with entertainment and lifestyle."

He added that the return of investment and spending is not a concern regarding the development of AIS SIAM, as the place is aimed at being a venue where "passion can be transformed into goals".

He added that AIS SIAM is open to all, regardless of age, gender, or profession to join in -- where everyone can try, taste, play and create things together in their own way.

The first floor is a 'cafe & experience' space. Highlights include an exclusive AIS SIAM Blend -- a signature coffee crafted by BEANS Coffee Roaster. AIS customers can use AIS Points for food and drink discounts.

This floor also features cutting-edge gadgets, digital products and exclusive AIS SIAM merchandise.

The second floor features a 'co-playing space' concept, offering a lineup of hit games. Visitors can purchase them directly via AIS's online store. Board game lovers are in for a treat too, with a wide selection of popular Thai and international games.

The third floor features a 'hype space' concept, specially curated for collaborative activities between AIS and its key music house partner -- designed to support skills-building and hands-on learning for dreamers ready to pursue their passions.

The fourth floor houses AIS SIAM, a full-scale studio for creators, designed for those selected to craft professional-level content with AIS.

This floor is equipped with state-of-the-art gear and cutting-edge technology, ready to support high-quality, creative production that's sure to make an impact on the scene.
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                                Public criticism of the recent ruling by the 12th Military Circle Court in Prachin Buri regarding two suspects involved in the controversial death of young cadet Pakapong "Moei" Tanyakan has been growing.
Pakapong was a first-year cadet who died under suspicious circumstances following disciplinary punishment at the Armed Forces Preparatory School in 2017.

The House Committee on Armed Forces, led by opposition People's Party (PP) MP for Bangkok Chayaphon Satondee, who is also the committee's spokesman, held a press briefing at parliament on Wednesday to criticise the ruling, adding to public claims that the military is too soft on its own accused.

The two senior cadets involved in the disciplinary session were given short prison sentences of four months and 16 days, suspended for two years. They were also fined 15,000 baht each.

"The ruling raises serious doubts about military courts' impartiality, and society is questioning whether they can deliver justice in cases where the military itself is the defendant," Mr Chayaphon said.

[image: Pakapong: Died after hazing]
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He called on the armed forces to uphold proper standards and enforce strict disciplinary codes, warning that repeated failures to do so risks more tragic losses.

"The military says it has clear rules, but incidents like these keep happening," he said, adding the problem lies in unfair enforcement of the rules and a lack of genuine accountability.

Ekkarach Udomumnouy, a Bangkok MP from the same party who serves as the committee's secretary, said the military court's ruling system is structurally unjust.

He said civilians are denied the right to sue military personnel directly and must file complaints through military prosecutors.

He added that the committee and the PP have introduced a bill addressing this issue, aiming to allow civilian victims direct access to military courts as plaintiffs.

He also said efforts are underway to shift jurisdiction in torture-related cases occurring in military camps from military courts to civilian corruption courts.

PP list-MP and the committee chairman, Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn, condemned the court ruling and pledged to reopen the case in cooperation with the Ministry of Justice, a move which Pakapong's family is pushing for.

Meanwhile, Pakapong's parents, Pichet and Sukanya Tanyakan, defended their son during the Hone Krasae ("Catching the Trend") TV programme on Wednesday amid accusations he was weak and unhealthy.

They said their son would not have been able to complete the physical tests to become a military prep student if he were in such poor physical condition as claimed.
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                                Thai exporters should enter online business-to-business (B2B) platforms to capitalise on the dynamics of global buyers seeking new sources of suppliers amid global trade uncertainty.
Among the top markets that are interested in Thai products are the US, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and the Philippines.

Global B2B e-commerce has continued to post double-digit growth for five consecutive years, with projections suggesting the value will reach US$3.6 trillion by 2026.

"Global trade uncertainties are reshaping sourcing strategies, creating opportunities for suppliers," said Owen Zhou, senior channel operations for Thailand and the Philippines at Alibaba International Digital Commerce Group -- ICBU-APAC South.

He was speaking on Wednesday at Regional Trade Exponential Fest 2025, a seminar organised by the International Institute for Trade and Development (ITD).

He added that before 2017, Alibaba.com only had Chinese suppliers operating export businesses on its platform.

After 2017, it opened for suppliers around the world to join it to carry out export business. Now it is one of the largest B2B e-commerce platforms.

The top buyers are the US, Canada, Japan, Asean, Europe, China and the Middle East. The US market remains one of its largest and most important buyer markets. However, economic conditions vary across regions, and the US economy is currently at a different stage compared to others.

"Right now, we see significant opportunities emerging in the Middle East and Europe, where shifting dynamics may allow these regions to capture a larger share of global demand, potentially overtaking traditional US-based buyers," Mr Zhou told the Bangkok Post.

"We're also seeing growing international demand for high-quality products that are manufactured using fair and transparent processes. This presents a strong opportunity for Thai manufacturers to expand their exports globally."

He also sees a diverse and evolving buyer landscape within Alibaba.com. There are new buyers such as social media-based sellers like those found on TikTok, Facebook and Instagram, who engage in small quantity, high frequency purchases for testing and referral sales.

Despite having fewer than 1,000 customers in Thailand since starting operations in 2017, Mr Zhou sees great potential for Thai industries beyond the currently dominant food, beverage, agriculture, beauty and healthcare sectors to join Alibaba.com and expand their export businesses.

"We aim to have 2,000 suppliers in Thailand this year," said Mr Zhou.

According to its platform, the leading importers of Thai products are the US, valued at $5.82 billion, followed by Hong Kong ($5.24 billion), Japan ($5 billion), China ($4.6 billion) and South Korea ($1.85 billion).

He said that Alibaba.com provides a suite of advanced tools to facilitate online trade.

Sellers can post product videos, factory videos and conduct livestreams to build trust and provide detailed product views.

To overcome language barriers in cross-border trade, its artificial intelligence (AI)-powered translation function automatically translates conversations between local languages and the recipient's language, making international business convenient.

Alibaba.com's AI capabilities can generate keywords, optimise titles, create product descriptions, generate product images and even automatically generate product videos from input images, names and scenarios.

"Now it's 2025, there's no problem with languages. We have AI and we have our translate function."

The platform leverages over 25 years of data accumulation and analysis in the foreign trade sector, boasting more than 20 million active B2B buyers and over $400 billion in transaction records.

Suphakit Chareonkul, ITD's executive director, said today it is no longer sufficient to have only a successful product and determination. Businesses require vision, strategy, networks and continuous flexibility.

He noted that the World Bank predicts global economic growth will slow to 2.3% in 2025, a stern warning that countries like Thailand must accelerate their adaptation to trade restrictions and evolving global logistics.

"We also provide the 'ITD Expert Anywhere' application for entrepreneurs to access and consult with for international business through its experts."

Mr Suphakit added that regional markets are expanding, while digital technologies are carving out new paths.
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                                Thai equities are expected to recover in the second half of 2025, supported by expansionary fiscal measures, a more accommodative monetary policy stance and key earnings drivers, according to Asia Plus Securities (ASPS).
According to Therdsak Thaveeteeratham, ASPS's executive vice-president, the government's forthcoming fiscal stimulus -- likely to follow the approval of the 2026 annual budget -- combined with anticipated policy rate cuts, could improve market sentiment. ASPS estimates that each 25-basis-point rate cut could lift the SET Index by around 70 points.

"The timing is now appropriate for a rate cut. Given the current economic conditions, we expect 1-2 policy rate reductions this year, each of which could act as a catalyst for the equity market," Mr Therdsak noted.

ASPS also sees additional upside from specific corporate catalysts. These include the anticipated mid-August relisting of Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) and a major strategic transaction by Siam Cement Group (SCC).

Both are expected to help push the SET's earnings per share (EPS) above 90 baht in 2025.

[image: ]

The broader economic environment also supports policy easing. Bond yields have declined, the baht has strengthened, and traditional growth drivers -- especially exports -- have weakened.

ASPS also cautioned that the risk of higher US import tariffs on Thai goods could further dampen export momentum in the latter half of 2025.

Key external risks to monitor include ongoing geopolitical tensions in the Middle East -- currently subdued -- and the Thai-Cambodian border dispute, which has de-escalated into a "social media war".

Domestically, political uncertainty is unlikely to obstruct passage of the 2026 budget, and markets appear to have already priced in much of the concern over potential US trade retaliation.

However, final clarity on US tariff rates for each country remains crucial. If Thailand ends up with a higher tariff burden than regional peers, it could slip into a technical recession, potentially triggering more aggressive fiscal and monetary responses.

Despite these concerns, ASPS believes export-related earnings risks are manageable. In the worst-case scenario, US tariffs would reduce total revenue for four key export sectors -- agriculture, food, petrochemicals and electronics -- by 3.1% and profits by only 1.1%.

According to ASPS, fears that the SET Index could plunge to a new low near 1,056 points have likely passed. Nonetheless, elevated tariffs could deter foreign direct investment.

"If Thailand remains at a 36% tariff rate while Vietnam and Indonesia are at 20% and 19%, respectively, we may lose competitiveness in attracting new investment. That said, there's still a sizeable pool of Board of Investment-approved projects in the pipeline, which should sustain investment activity for some time," Mr Therdsak added.

ASPS expects listed companies to post flat earnings on a quarterly basis in the second quarter of 2025, with total profits of around 262 billion baht.

For the full year, earnings are projected at 1.06 trillion baht, or 86 baht per share, representing 17% year-on-year growth. Sectors likely to show sustained third-quarter momentum include electronics, healthcare, property and transportation.

Investor sentiment is also improving. Thai listed companies have repurchased shares worth 24 billion baht year-to-date, matching the total recorded for the whole of 2024, signalling renewed corporate confidence.

Meanwhile, margin call pressures have eased, with margin loan balances declining to pre-Covid levels, suggesting reduced risk of forced selling.

Thailand's stock market has staged a strong rebound, delivering the best returns globally over the past month. This momentum increases the likelihood that MSCI and FTSE will raise Thailand's weighting in their August reviews -- potentially attracting further foreign inflows.

ASPS maintains a conservative year-end SET Index target of 1,376 points, based on an EPS estimate of 86 baht and a policy rate of 1.75%.

With the index currently trading in the 1,140-1,170 range, there is significant upside potential. The firm recommends a diversified investment strategy, with a focus on high-dividend-yield stocks across multiple sectors.
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                                Merkle Capital expects Ethereum (ETH) to be the biggest beneficiary of strong tailwinds in the cryptocurrency market this quarter, with a possibility that the world's second-largest crypto by market capitalisation could reach a new all-time high.
Merkle, Thailand's first licensed digital asset fund manager, said growing global liquidity, upcoming crypto legislation in the US and renewed institutional strategies would provide support to the crypto market during this quarter.

Fund manager Thanalop Preedamanoch said Ethereum is increasingly favoured by investors and analysts as it provides infrastructures for decentralised finance (DeFi) and tokenised assets.

The latest data showed that M2 supply, a measure of global money and cash deposits, has hit an all-time high of US$114 trillion, signalling substantial capital availability.

Historically, both Bitcoin and Ethereum have shown strong positive correlation of 80-90% with M2, especially over mid- to long-term cycles or a period of around 70-100 days.

"This liquidity influx resembles earlier crypto booms. If the current trend holds, we could see a peak liquidity cycle late this year into early 2026, fuelling further price gains," said Mr Thanalop.

In addition to liquidity, regulatory developments in the US are expected to play a pivotal role. Three proposed bills are under review this month, including the Clarity Act, which defines whether digital assets qualify as securities.

The second is the Anti-CBDC Surveillance State Act that aims to block the issuance of a retail central bank digital currency or a digital dollar.

Thirdly, the Stablecoin Bill (Genius Act), described as being the most crucial of the bills, sets out to regulate stablecoins transparently and peg them to the US dollar or government bonds.

Merkle Capital sees the Stablecoin Bill as a potential game changer.

"If passed, it would legalise participation of licensed financial institutions such as banks in the stablecoin sector. This could push the market size from its current $250 billion to $1-2 trillion within 2-5 years, presenting an unprecedented liquidity injection into the crypto ecosystem," he said.

Notably, over 80% of stablecoin issuance and DeFi structures are built on the Ethereum Virtual Machine. This puts Ethereum at the heart of this potential boom.

"These assets won't remain idle," Mr Thanalop noted. "They'll be deployed to generate yield across Ethereum-based DeFi platforms, which will significantly boost ecosystem revenue."

Another emerging trend is institutional Ethereum accumulation to benefit from price volatility. This model is now being adopted by other publicly listed firms such as SharpLink Gaming, Bit Digital and Bit Mine, which are shifting towards Ethereum as a core treasury asset.

"This signals a growing institutional belief in Ethereum's long-term value, not just as a tradable token but as critical financial infrastructure," said Mr Thanalop.

Experts believe Ethereum may outperform Bitcoin in this cycle, supported by technological advantages, systemic utility and capital inflows into its ecosystem.

If the Stablecoin Bill passes and Ethereum staking via exchange-traded funds is approved, Ethereum could become the centrepiece of the next generation of global finance.

"The signs are aligning. Liquidity, regulation and institutional support are converging and Ethereum is positioned at the centre of it all," Mr Thanalop said.
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                                Retail operators note that the first half of the year has been quite challenging, with some believing the negative factors will continue to impact the second half. In light of this, they are calling for a co-payment scheme to help improve market sentiment in the latter half of the year.
The sluggish economy, coupled with geopolitical uncertainties, both at a regional level, such as the Thai-Cambodian border spat, and the global level, sullied the mood of shoppers in the first half of 2025, said Milin Veraratanaroj, chairman of Tang Ngee Soon Superstore, one of the largest traditional wholesale chains in Udon Thani.

Despite many people having a regular, unchanged level of income, these uncertainties impacted the psychology of shoppers, leading to caution among shoppers who placed a greater priority on saving.

This behaviour and the stagnant economy hampered the retail sector in the Northeast in the first half of the year.

Mr Milin said his company experienced a 10% year-on-year drop in sales in the first half and said he anticipated that the second half would be worse.

With protracted domestic political uncertainty, coupled with the renewed border conflict with Cambodia and a lethargic business sector, he expects the gloomy outlook to linger and consumers to continue tightening their belts.

Mr Milin fears that the holding back on spending will expand to the business sector, which will deepen the impact on the economy.

Ekkapong Chokchaiwitut, chief executive of Mother Marketing Plc, operator of Mother Supermarket and Mother Marche in Krabi and Surat Thani, observed a drop in the retail sector in the second quarter.

However, he is quite optimistic about the second half. He said the retail sector is closely aligned with the tourism industry in the area and he believes the tourism sector will recover.

"I believe that the tourism sector in the area will recover in the second half of this year as the country enters its high season," said Mr Ekkapong.

Despite the decrease in Chinese travellers, he said that Krabi is favoured mainly by European holidaymakers.

He added that the "Tiew Thai Khon La Khrueng" travel campaign is also boosting the tourism sector and market sentiment in the area.

Thais who registered for the campaign will get subsidies up to 50% of accommodation costs, capped at 3,000 baht per night for up to five nights.

Regarding the government's 10,000-baht cash handout scheme, which was distributed to vulnerable groups and the elderly from last year to earlier this year, Mr Ekkapong said the business barely saw an impact from the scheme.

To boost the retail sector during this challenging time, Mr Milin and Mr Ekkapong both said they would like to see the reintroduction of the "Khon La Krueng" co-payment scheme.

The scheme subsidised 50% of the cost of food, beverages and general goods for participants, with a daily subsidy limit of 150 baht per person.

Mr Ekkapong added that the initiative could help the retail sector by boosting spending from the grassroots level.
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                                WASHINGTON  -- United States President Donald Trump is due to visit the US Federal Reserve Thursday as the president escalates his pressure on its chairman Jerome Powell over the central bank's management of the economy.
Trump -- who wants to oust Powell for refusing to lower interest rates but likely lacks the legal authority -- has threatened instead to fire the Fed chief over cost overruns for a renovation of its Washington headquarters.

The White House did not specify whether Trump would meet Powell, who has vowed to remain in place until the end of his term next May, but the president would likely welcome any encounter.

The afternoon tour comes with Trump desperate to shift focus from the crisis engulfing his administration over its decision to close the file on multi-millionaire sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, who died in 2019 while awaiting trial on trafficking charges.

Attorney General Pam Bondi informed the president in the spring that his name appeared in the Epstein files, according to the Wall Street Journal (WSJ).

Trump has picked all manner of targets, including his Democratic predecessors and former chiefs of the security and intelligence services, as he bids to move Epstein out of the headlines.

He again berated Powell on Wednesday, moments after Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent had appeared on television to claim Powell's job was safe.

"Housing in our Country is lagging because Jerome 'Too Late' Powell refuses to lower Interest Rates," Trump thundered on his social media platform, Truth Social.

Presidential visits to the Federal Reserve are not unheard of -- Franklin D Roosevelt, Gerald Ford and George W Bush all made the trip -- but they are rare.

They have been viewed in the past as an attempt to influence monetary policy.

Trump has criticised Powell for months over his insistence on keeping short-term interest rate at 4.3% this year, after cutting it three times last year, when Joe Biden was in office.

Powell says he is monitoring the response of the economy to Trump's dizzying array of import tariffs, which he has warned could lead to a hike in inflation.

But Trump has angrily accused Powell of holding back the economy, calling the man he nominated in his first term "stupid" and a "loser."

Threats and abuse 

Soaring costs for the Fed's renovation of its Washington headquarters and a neighboring building -- from an initial US$1.9 billion to $2.5 billion -- have caught Trump's attention.

Trump's budget director Russell Vought wrote to Powell earlier this month to tell him the president was "extremely troubled by your mismanagement of the Federal Reserve System."

"Instead of attempting to right the Fed's fiscal ship, you have plowed ahead with an ostentatious overhaul of your Washington, DC headquarters," Vought wrote.

The Fed, the world's most important central bank, makes independent monetary policy decisions and its board members typically serve under both Republican and Democratic presidents.

Its 12-member Federal Open Market Committee votes on any decisions concerning interest rates and can in theory disagree with the views of the chairman.

Experts question whether Trump has the authority to fire Powell, especially since a Supreme Court opinion in May that allowed the president to remove other independent agency members but suggested that this did not apply to the Fed.

When asked last week if the costly rebuilding could be grounds to fire Powell, Trump said, "I think it is."

Before the visit, Trump plans to sign executive orders at the White House on Thursday afternoon, as he continues to face pushback from his supporters over his handling of the Epstein case.

Justice Department officials were to interview Ghislaine Maxwell, Epstein's imprisoned accomplice on Thursday in her cell in Tallahassee, Florida, US media reported.
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                                Thailand's baht fell after touching the highest in more than three years on the escalating conflict with its neighbour Cambodia.
The local currency fell 0.3% to 32.29 per US dollar on Thursday after touching 32.11 earlier, the strongest since February 2022. The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) index slid about 1%.

The baht had surged more than 6% this year on growing optimism over trade negotiations, the return of foreign stock inflows and near-record high gold prices.

Thai fighter jets hit two Cambodian army posts near their disputed border on Thursday, as troops clashed in multiple locations in an escalation of tensions between the two nations.

"The escalating border conflict is giving investors a reason to book some gains after the Thai baht has appreciated," said Lloyd Chan, currency strategist at MUFG Bank.

The conflict could put a pause in baht's rally this year. Sentiment was boosted earlier after Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said on Tuesday the nation is close to an agreement with the US to lower a threatened 36% tariff on its goods ahead of the Aug 1 deadline and expects a rate closer in line with regional neighbours.

The baht's gain is putting pressure on authorities to curb its strength to protect the nation's economic drivers of tourism and exports.

"The Bank of Thailand (BoT) will continue to watch for any excessive volatility," said Christopher Wong, senior foreign-exchange strategist at Oversea-Chinese Banking Corporation in Singapore. A break of the resistance level at 32 to 32.1 baht per dollar may add more tailwind to the currency, he said.

Thailand's foreign-exchange reserves climbed to a record $263 billion earlier in July, partly as officials stepped up their intervention to slow the baht's appreciation.

Easing tensions between two of Thailand's largest trade partners -- the United States and China -- are also soothing investor worries. Global funds have poured a net $345 million into Thai equities in July, on track for the first monthly inflow in 10 months. On Wednesday alone, global funds poured in $139 million into stocks, the largest single-day inflow in 10 months.

The baht is also underpinned by near-record high gold prices, given the country's status as a major trading hub for the precious metal in Asia.

Impact on tourism

Thailand's provincial tourism and sports offices have been instructed to report and provide accurate information to tourists regarding the ongoing events, Nattareeya Thaweewong, the permanent secretary for tourism and sports, said on Thursday.
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Regarding tourism, Prasat Ta Muen Thom has been officially closed, while Prasat Ta Kwai currently has no tourist activity.

In Sa Kaeo province, the situation along the Thailand-Cambodia border has impacted tourism and trade in the border districts of Aranyaprathet, Ta Phraya and Khlong Hat.

There has been a noticeable decline in tourist numbers and hotel bookings, although other districts remain unaffected.

On Thursday morning, Surin province reported a shooting incident at Prasat Ta Muen Thom, located in Phanom Dong Rak district.

Current security measures include establishing an incident command centre for emergency evacuations in case of an airstrike, situated at the Surin Provincial Government Centre.

Surin governor Chamnan Chuenta has directed residents in Phanom Dong Rak district and surrounding areas to seek shelter in nearby bomb shelters and prepare for evacuation to temporary shelters as outlined in the local evacuation plan.
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                                Thailand's customs-cleared exports rose 15.5% in June from a year earlier, the Commerce Ministry said on Thursday, below analysts' expectations, with a strong baht eroding trade.
The reading for June compared with a forecast 18.7% year-on-year increase in a Reuters poll and followed a rise of 18.4% in May.

Imports rose 13.1% in June from a year earlier, also lower than the forecast rise of 17.75%.

That led to a trade surplus of US$1.06 billion in June, higher than the expected $0.6 billion.

In the first six months of 2025, exports, a key driver of the economy, rose 15.0% from a year earlier, while imports increased 11.6% year on year, the ministry said.

Exports are expected to slow down in the second half of the year, with tariffs imposed by the United States government a key factor, Poonpong Naiyanapakorn, head of the Trade Policy and Strategy Office, told a press conference.

The strength of the baht is affecting export competitiveness, especially rice shipments, he added.

Thailand faces a 36% tariff from Washington if a deal cannot be reached before Aug 1.

Last week, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said Thailand expects to receive US tariff rates by Aug 1 that are close to those imposed on other countries in the region.

[image: Thai exports rise 15.5%, below forecast]


	Read more: Commerce Ministry targets 2% growth in border trade
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                                Car production in Thailand rose for a second straight month in June, up 11.98% from a year earlier to 130,223 units, the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) reported on Thursday.
The increase followed a year-on-year rise of 10.32% in May, which was the first annual rise in 22 months helped by higher pickup truck output for export markets.

Thailand is Southeast Asia's biggest auto production centre as well as an export base for some of the world's top carmakers, including Toyota and Honda.


	What it means for Thailand: Hozon, Chinese EV giant behind NETA, files for bankruptcy
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                                NEW YORK -- Tesla reported another drop in quarterly profits Wednesday as CEO Elon Musk warned the company could face a few "rough" quarters following the elimination of federal tax credits for electric vehicles (EVs) under United States President Donald Trump's big fiscal package.
Musk, on an earnings conference call with analysts and investors, reiterated that Tesla's technology advantages position it for significant long-term profitability, but suggested the company's recent slump would continue or worsen in a difficult interim period until new autonomous transport ventures can be monetised.

At issue is the period after the US$7,500 federal tax credit for EV purchases expires on Sept 30, among the green tax credits zeroed out by Trump's sweeping package approved earlier this month.

"We probably could have a few rough quarters. I'm not saying we will, but we could," Musk said of a period that immediately follows the expiration of the US tax credit for EVs.

"But once you get to autonomy at scale" by the second half of 2026, "I'd be surprised if Tesla economics are not very compelling," said Musk.

His comments acknowledge more short-term pain following Wednesday's results, its third straight quarter of lower profitability as the company faces intensifying electric vehicle competition and deals with backlash due to Musk's political activities.

Tesla reported second-quarter profits of $1.2 billion, down 16% from the year-ago level. The company in a press release emphasised ongoing efforts to lead in artificial intelligence and robotics.

Revenues fell 12% to $22.5 billion.

Lower profits had been expected after Tesla earlier this month disclosed a decline in auto deliveries. Results were also impacted by a fall in average vehicle selling prices and higher operating expenses driven by AI and other research and development projects.

Tesla did not offer an outlook on full-year vehicle production, citing shifting global trade and fiscal policies, as well as factors such as "the broader macroeconomic environment, the rate of acceleration of our autonomy efforts and production ramp at our factories."

'Top pick'

The results come on the heels of Tesla's launch last month of a robotaxi service in the Texas capital Austin, Musk's first fully autonomous offering after pushing back the timeframe many times.

Musk has heavily touted Tesla's autonomous driving program, as well as the company's "Optimus" humanoid robot, which employs artificial intelligence technology.

But analysts have criticised Tesla's sluggishness in unveiling new autos, while questioning Musk's commitment to an earlier goal of launching a state-of-the-art electric vehicle priced at around $25,000 to bolster the odds of mass deployment.

On the call, Musk reiterated his desire for a lower priced vehicle. Tesla's press release said the company began building "a more affordable model" in June, with volume set to rise in the second half of 2025.

Tesla executives said they had pushed back the ramp-up on the new vehicle in order to maximise production of the company's current generation of autos before the federal tax credit expires.

The worsening near-term outlook for EV sales is one reason analysts at JPMorgan Chase call Tesla's stock price "completely divorced from increasingly deteriorating fundamentals."

But analysts at Morgan Stanley rate the company a "top pick" in light of its leadership in robotics and artificial intelligence, although a recent note warned Musk's political activity "may add further near-term pressure" to shares.

Political controversies

Disagreements over Trump's fiscal package have been a factor in Musk's recurring feud with the president, whose name was not mentioned during the 60-minute conference call.

The billionaire donated huge sums to Trump's successful 2024 presidential campaign and then joined the administration to lead the "Department of Government Efficiency," which cut thousands of government jobs, sparking boycotts and vandalism that tarnished the Tesla brand.

Musk left the White House in May.

After their bitter falling out, Musk warned Trump's legislation would bankrupt the country. On July 5 the tech mogul announced he was launching a new political party in the United States, the "America Party."

Trump dismissed the launch as "ridiculous," and has also threatened to look at deporting Musk and to revoking his government contracts.

Shares of Tesla fell 4.1 percent in after-hours trading.
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                                Advanced Info Service (AIS) has launched AIS SIAM, a new landmark under the "playhouse with purpose" concept, designed for Generation C (Gen C) or the so-called creative generation yet open to all.
The move is aimed at providing a hub of opportunity, ready to ignite the creativity of the new generation in every dimension, according to AIS chief executive Somchai Lertsutiwong.

Located in Siam Square Soi 7, the four-storey building is equipped with AIS 5G and the latest Wi-Fi 7 system which delivers rapid connectivity.

AIS SIAM was developed in collaboration with partners, including Chulalongkorn University, Gulf Development and TADA Entertainment.

Mr Somchai said AIS believes in the power of the creative generation -- filled with ideas, talent and the energy to shape society through creativity.

"That's why we developed AIS SIAM as a space within Siam Square for community, creativity, social and self-expression -- seamlessly blending our advanced network with entertainment and lifestyle."

He added that the return of investment and spending is not a concern regarding the development of AIS SIAM, as the place is aimed at being a venue where "passion can be transformed into goals".

He added that AIS SIAM is open to all, regardless of age, gender, or profession to join in -- where everyone can try, taste, play and create things together in their own way.

The first floor is a 'cafe & experience' space. Highlights include an exclusive AIS SIAM Blend -- a signature coffee crafted by BEANS Coffee Roaster. AIS customers can use AIS Points for food and drink discounts.

This floor also features cutting-edge gadgets, digital products and exclusive AIS SIAM merchandise.

The second floor features a 'co-playing space' concept, offering a lineup of hit games. Visitors can purchase them directly via AIS's online store. Board game lovers are in for a treat too, with a wide selection of popular Thai and international games.

The third floor features a 'hype space' concept, specially curated for collaborative activities between AIS and its key music house partner -- designed to support skills-building and hands-on learning for dreamers ready to pursue their passions.

The fourth floor houses AIS SIAM, a full-scale studio for creators, designed for those selected to craft professional-level content with AIS.

This floor is equipped with state-of-the-art gear and cutting-edge technology, ready to support high-quality, creative production that's sure to make an impact on the scene.
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                                Thai exporters should enter online business-to-business (B2B) platforms to capitalise on the dynamics of global buyers seeking new sources of suppliers amid global trade uncertainty.
Among the top markets that are interested in Thai products are the US, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and the Philippines.

Global B2B e-commerce has continued to post double-digit growth for five consecutive years, with projections suggesting the value will reach US$3.6 trillion by 2026.

"Global trade uncertainties are reshaping sourcing strategies, creating opportunities for suppliers," said Owen Zhou, senior channel operations for Thailand and the Philippines at Alibaba International Digital Commerce Group -- ICBU-APAC South.

He was speaking on Wednesday at Regional Trade Exponential Fest 2025, a seminar organised by the International Institute for Trade and Development (ITD).

He added that before 2017, Alibaba.com only had Chinese suppliers operating export businesses on its platform.

After 2017, it opened for suppliers around the world to join it to carry out export business. Now it is one of the largest B2B e-commerce platforms.

The top buyers are the US, Canada, Japan, Asean, Europe, China and the Middle East. The US market remains one of its largest and most important buyer markets. However, economic conditions vary across regions, and the US economy is currently at a different stage compared to others.

"Right now, we see significant opportunities emerging in the Middle East and Europe, where shifting dynamics may allow these regions to capture a larger share of global demand, potentially overtaking traditional US-based buyers," Mr Zhou told the Bangkok Post.

"We're also seeing growing international demand for high-quality products that are manufactured using fair and transparent processes. This presents a strong opportunity for Thai manufacturers to expand their exports globally."

He also sees a diverse and evolving buyer landscape within Alibaba.com. There are new buyers such as social media-based sellers like those found on TikTok, Facebook and Instagram, who engage in small quantity, high frequency purchases for testing and referral sales.

Despite having fewer than 1,000 customers in Thailand since starting operations in 2017, Mr Zhou sees great potential for Thai industries beyond the currently dominant food, beverage, agriculture, beauty and healthcare sectors to join Alibaba.com and expand their export businesses.

"We aim to have 2,000 suppliers in Thailand this year," said Mr Zhou.

According to its platform, the leading importers of Thai products are the US, valued at $5.82 billion, followed by Hong Kong ($5.24 billion), Japan ($5 billion), China ($4.6 billion) and South Korea ($1.85 billion).

He said that Alibaba.com provides a suite of advanced tools to facilitate online trade.

Sellers can post product videos, factory videos and conduct livestreams to build trust and provide detailed product views.

To overcome language barriers in cross-border trade, its artificial intelligence (AI)-powered translation function automatically translates conversations between local languages and the recipient's language, making international business convenient.

Alibaba.com's AI capabilities can generate keywords, optimise titles, create product descriptions, generate product images and even automatically generate product videos from input images, names and scenarios.

"Now it's 2025, there's no problem with languages. We have AI and we have our translate function."

The platform leverages over 25 years of data accumulation and analysis in the foreign trade sector, boasting more than 20 million active B2B buyers and over $400 billion in transaction records.

Suphakit Chareonkul, ITD's executive director, said today it is no longer sufficient to have only a successful product and determination. Businesses require vision, strategy, networks and continuous flexibility.

He noted that the World Bank predicts global economic growth will slow to 2.3% in 2025, a stern warning that countries like Thailand must accelerate their adaptation to trade restrictions and evolving global logistics.

"We also provide the 'ITD Expert Anywhere' application for entrepreneurs to access and consult with for international business through its experts."

Mr Suphakit added that regional markets are expanding, while digital technologies are carving out new paths.
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                                Thai equities are expected to recover in the second half of 2025, supported by expansionary fiscal measures, a more accommodative monetary policy stance and key earnings drivers, according to Asia Plus Securities (ASPS).
According to Therdsak Thaveeteeratham, ASPS's executive vice-president, the government's forthcoming fiscal stimulus -- likely to follow the approval of the 2026 annual budget -- combined with anticipated policy rate cuts, could improve market sentiment. ASPS estimates that each 25-basis-point rate cut could lift the SET Index by around 70 points.

"The timing is now appropriate for a rate cut. Given the current economic conditions, we expect 1-2 policy rate reductions this year, each of which could act as a catalyst for the equity market," Mr Therdsak noted.

ASPS also sees additional upside from specific corporate catalysts. These include the anticipated mid-August relisting of Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) and a major strategic transaction by Siam Cement Group (SCC).

Both are expected to help push the SET's earnings per share (EPS) above 90 baht in 2025.

[image: ]

The broader economic environment also supports policy easing. Bond yields have declined, the baht has strengthened, and traditional growth drivers -- especially exports -- have weakened.

ASPS also cautioned that the risk of higher US import tariffs on Thai goods could further dampen export momentum in the latter half of 2025.

Key external risks to monitor include ongoing geopolitical tensions in the Middle East -- currently subdued -- and the Thai-Cambodian border dispute, which has de-escalated into a "social media war".

Domestically, political uncertainty is unlikely to obstruct passage of the 2026 budget, and markets appear to have already priced in much of the concern over potential US trade retaliation.

However, final clarity on US tariff rates for each country remains crucial. If Thailand ends up with a higher tariff burden than regional peers, it could slip into a technical recession, potentially triggering more aggressive fiscal and monetary responses.

Despite these concerns, ASPS believes export-related earnings risks are manageable. In the worst-case scenario, US tariffs would reduce total revenue for four key export sectors -- agriculture, food, petrochemicals and electronics -- by 3.1% and profits by only 1.1%.

According to ASPS, fears that the SET Index could plunge to a new low near 1,056 points have likely passed. Nonetheless, elevated tariffs could deter foreign direct investment.

"If Thailand remains at a 36% tariff rate while Vietnam and Indonesia are at 20% and 19%, respectively, we may lose competitiveness in attracting new investment. That said, there's still a sizeable pool of Board of Investment-approved projects in the pipeline, which should sustain investment activity for some time," Mr Therdsak added.

ASPS expects listed companies to post flat earnings on a quarterly basis in the second quarter of 2025, with total profits of around 262 billion baht.

For the full year, earnings are projected at 1.06 trillion baht, or 86 baht per share, representing 17% year-on-year growth. Sectors likely to show sustained third-quarter momentum include electronics, healthcare, property and transportation.

Investor sentiment is also improving. Thai listed companies have repurchased shares worth 24 billion baht year-to-date, matching the total recorded for the whole of 2024, signalling renewed corporate confidence.

Meanwhile, margin call pressures have eased, with margin loan balances declining to pre-Covid levels, suggesting reduced risk of forced selling.

Thailand's stock market has staged a strong rebound, delivering the best returns globally over the past month. This momentum increases the likelihood that MSCI and FTSE will raise Thailand's weighting in their August reviews -- potentially attracting further foreign inflows.

ASPS maintains a conservative year-end SET Index target of 1,376 points, based on an EPS estimate of 86 baht and a policy rate of 1.75%.

With the index currently trading in the 1,140-1,170 range, there is significant upside potential. The firm recommends a diversified investment strategy, with a focus on high-dividend-yield stocks across multiple sectors.
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                                Merkle Capital expects Ethereum (ETH) to be the biggest beneficiary of strong tailwinds in the cryptocurrency market this quarter, with a possibility that the world's second-largest crypto by market capitalisation could reach a new all-time high.
Merkle, Thailand's first licensed digital asset fund manager, said growing global liquidity, upcoming crypto legislation in the US and renewed institutional strategies would provide support to the crypto market during this quarter.

Fund manager Thanalop Preedamanoch said Ethereum is increasingly favoured by investors and analysts as it provides infrastructures for decentralised finance (DeFi) and tokenised assets.

The latest data showed that M2 supply, a measure of global money and cash deposits, has hit an all-time high of US$114 trillion, signalling substantial capital availability.

Historically, both Bitcoin and Ethereum have shown strong positive correlation of 80-90% with M2, especially over mid- to long-term cycles or a period of around 70-100 days.

"This liquidity influx resembles earlier crypto booms. If the current trend holds, we could see a peak liquidity cycle late this year into early 2026, fuelling further price gains," said Mr Thanalop.

In addition to liquidity, regulatory developments in the US are expected to play a pivotal role. Three proposed bills are under review this month, including the Clarity Act, which defines whether digital assets qualify as securities.

The second is the Anti-CBDC Surveillance State Act that aims to block the issuance of a retail central bank digital currency or a digital dollar.

Thirdly, the Stablecoin Bill (Genius Act), described as being the most crucial of the bills, sets out to regulate stablecoins transparently and peg them to the US dollar or government bonds.

Merkle Capital sees the Stablecoin Bill as a potential game changer.

"If passed, it would legalise participation of licensed financial institutions such as banks in the stablecoin sector. This could push the market size from its current $250 billion to $1-2 trillion within 2-5 years, presenting an unprecedented liquidity injection into the crypto ecosystem," he said.

Notably, over 80% of stablecoin issuance and DeFi structures are built on the Ethereum Virtual Machine. This puts Ethereum at the heart of this potential boom.

"These assets won't remain idle," Mr Thanalop noted. "They'll be deployed to generate yield across Ethereum-based DeFi platforms, which will significantly boost ecosystem revenue."

Another emerging trend is institutional Ethereum accumulation to benefit from price volatility. This model is now being adopted by other publicly listed firms such as SharpLink Gaming, Bit Digital and Bit Mine, which are shifting towards Ethereum as a core treasury asset.

"This signals a growing institutional belief in Ethereum's long-term value, not just as a tradable token but as critical financial infrastructure," said Mr Thanalop.

Experts believe Ethereum may outperform Bitcoin in this cycle, supported by technological advantages, systemic utility and capital inflows into its ecosystem.

If the Stablecoin Bill passes and Ethereum staking via exchange-traded funds is approved, Ethereum could become the centrepiece of the next generation of global finance.

"The signs are aligning. Liquidity, regulation and institutional support are converging and Ethereum is positioned at the centre of it all," Mr Thanalop said.
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                                Retail operators note that the first half of the year has been quite challenging, with some believing the negative factors will continue to impact the second half. In light of this, they are calling for a co-payment scheme to help improve market sentiment in the latter half of the year.
The sluggish economy, coupled with geopolitical uncertainties, both at a regional level, such as the Thai-Cambodian border spat, and the global level, sullied the mood of shoppers in the first half of 2025, said Milin Veraratanaroj, chairman of Tang Ngee Soon Superstore, one of the largest traditional wholesale chains in Udon Thani.

Despite many people having a regular, unchanged level of income, these uncertainties impacted the psychology of shoppers, leading to caution among shoppers who placed a greater priority on saving.

This behaviour and the stagnant economy hampered the retail sector in the Northeast in the first half of the year.

Mr Milin said his company experienced a 10% year-on-year drop in sales in the first half and said he anticipated that the second half would be worse.

With protracted domestic political uncertainty, coupled with the renewed border conflict with Cambodia and a lethargic business sector, he expects the gloomy outlook to linger and consumers to continue tightening their belts.

Mr Milin fears that the holding back on spending will expand to the business sector, which will deepen the impact on the economy.

Ekkapong Chokchaiwitut, chief executive of Mother Marketing Plc, operator of Mother Supermarket and Mother Marche in Krabi and Surat Thani, observed a drop in the retail sector in the second quarter.

However, he is quite optimistic about the second half. He said the retail sector is closely aligned with the tourism industry in the area and he believes the tourism sector will recover.

"I believe that the tourism sector in the area will recover in the second half of this year as the country enters its high season," said Mr Ekkapong.

Despite the decrease in Chinese travellers, he said that Krabi is favoured mainly by European holidaymakers.

He added that the "Tiew Thai Khon La Khrueng" travel campaign is also boosting the tourism sector and market sentiment in the area.

Thais who registered for the campaign will get subsidies up to 50% of accommodation costs, capped at 3,000 baht per night for up to five nights.

Regarding the government's 10,000-baht cash handout scheme, which was distributed to vulnerable groups and the elderly from last year to earlier this year, Mr Ekkapong said the business barely saw an impact from the scheme.

To boost the retail sector during this challenging time, Mr Milin and Mr Ekkapong both said they would like to see the reintroduction of the "Khon La Krueng" co-payment scheme.

The scheme subsidised 50% of the cost of food, beverages and general goods for participants, with a daily subsidy limit of 150 baht per person.

Mr Ekkapong added that the initiative could help the retail sector by boosting spending from the grassroots level.
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        Stepping back from chaos
        Ta Muen Thom temple, situated in an overlapping area of Thailand and Cambodia, has emerged as another conflict hotspot between the neighbouring countries, fuelled by angry scrapping at the border by locals from both sides.

      

      
        Tech-free zones are required to save humanity
        Several recent interactions and observations have led me to believe that humanity needs technology-free zones where people can interact and be themselves. Ironically, better human contact leads to better technology. The purpose of technology is to serve humans, whereas the reverse appears to be happening now!

      

      
        China's unbeatable new export is not a product
        The Chinese "cannot be allowed to export their way back to prosperity", argues US Secretary of the Treasury Scott Bessent, who claims that China's economy is the "most unbalanced in history". Such remarks reflect the growing fear in Washington that China's overcapacity, subsidies, and dumping are distorting global trade.

      

      
        Clean energy offers opportunities
        Energy has shaped humanity's path -- from mastering fire, to harnessing steam, to splitting the atom. Today, we're at the dawn of a new era. The sun is rising on a clean energy age.

      

      
        Tariff talks are unlikely to go as planned
        It is only a week away from the Aug 1 deadline when the 36% reciprocal tariff levied on Thai exports to the US will take effect.

      

      
        Army culture of impunity
        The Military Court delivered a ruling yesterday over a fatal assault at a cadet school in 2017. Despite the verdict finding the defendants guilty of assaulting the young cadet, it is unlikely to deter a culture of hazing and impunity within the Thai military.

      

      
        Will Indonesia regret its trade deal with Trump?
        Be careful what you wish for, lest it come true. That ancient proverb comes to mind when considering the eagerness of America's trade partners around the world to negotiate deals with US President Donald Trump's administration. Four countries already have, with Indonesia the latest to do so -- and possibly the first to regret it.

      

      
        Monastic discipline in the digital age
        At a time when Thai society is reeling from scandals in the monastic community -- from leaked audio clips of money transfers via apps to secret relationships with women -- we are not merely shocked that "monks have done wrong", but rather at how swiftly the "image of purity" we've long upheld has collapsed.

      

      
        Refugees in policy limbo
        Time is running out. In less than two weeks, over 80,000 refugees on the Thai--Myanmar border will be left without food, health care, or protection. With US aid permanently cut, Thailand can no longer look away. The government must act before this humanitarian crisis spins out of control.

      

      
        Recalibrating Thai-US ties (once again)
        It is about time for Thailand to discard the two-century-old euphemism about enduring Thai-US ties and be brutally realistic. It is about time for a blunt question -- what can Thailand offer to reduce its soaring trade surplus of US$43 billion with the US? If Thai negotiators don't come up with any interesting offers, then the tariff for exported goods from Thailand to the US will be 36% across...

      

      
        
          	
            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Stepping back from chaos								

															

																	
										
											[image: Rising tensions at the disputed Ta Muen Thom temple on the Thai-Cambodian border have sparked nationalist clashes and online vitriol. The Thai army may close the site temporarily. Meanwhile, suspended PM Paetongtarn's leaked call with Hun Sen has drawn criticism, exposing weak diplomatic leadership and inflaming bilateral sensitivities.]
																							
													Rising tensions at the disputed Ta Muen Thom temple on the Thai-Cambodian border have sparked nationalist clashes and online vitriol. The Thai army may close the site temporarily. Meanwhile, suspended PM Paetongtarn's leaked call with Hun Sen has drawn criticism, exposing weak diplomatic leadership and inflaming bilateral sensitivities.												

																					

									

																Ta Muen Thom temple, situated in an overlapping area of Thailand and Cambodia, has emerged as another conflict hotspot between the neighbouring countries, fuelled by angry scrapping at the border by locals from both sides.
On Monday, Lt Gen Boonsin Padklang, 2nd region army commander, threatened to close the Surin-based temple for at least seven days if tensions in the area keep rising. While it remains unclear if the planned closure will also include the Cambodian side, this cannot be good.

Ta Muen Thom, as well as the nearby Ta Kwai, are the centre of competing territorial claims after Cambodia included the temple in a petition to be filed with the International Court of Justice (ICJ), following a border clash at Chong Bok in Ubon Ratchathani late in May.

Since then, locals from both sides have headed to the temple to flaunt their claims and face down the other side. The number of visitors has increased lately, particularly after nearly two dozen buses from Phnom Penh turned up over the weekend. The Thai side has reciprocated with locals turning up to taunt the other side.

There are reports some Thai influencers will turn up at the end of this week. The rivalry on social media is intense, as netizens exchange curses and press their claims.

Given its strategic location, Ta Muen Thom temple is under the army's jurisdiction. Yet suspended PM Paetongtarn Shinawatra's phone conversation with Cambodian strongman Hun Sen has thrown the border into sharp relief after details were linked to the media in which she appeared keen to appease Hun Sen, also a family friend.

Ms Paetongtarn was suspended from the top job by the charter court but has yet to show political responsibility for putting the country, including the army, in such a difficult situation.

The mistake has also exposed Pheu Thai Party's poor leadership on the Cambodia issue. It has been playing second fiddle while the army takes the lead.

The military alone may not be able to get relations back on a stable footing, as suppressing any confrontations at the border is likely to have repercussions. It's time those involved started thinking about diplomacy, allowing it to work to ease tension, and getting the two countries to the negotiation table.

This, of course, requires cooperation and goodwill from Cambodia which may not be easy to obtain.

Hun Sen's family has been successful in playing the nationalist card against Thailand as the Vietnam issue -- Cambodians' anger over an alleged land grab by Hanoi which haunts Hun Sen and his son -- has effectively disappeared. They have also drawn the spotlight away from Sam Rainsy, the opposition leader in exile.

At the same time, tight media control has resulted in huge popularity for Hun Sen and his son's government as mainstream media channels play along, portraying Thailand as the enemy, sometimes through disinformation, if not blunt distortion.

However, the Hun family needs to rethink whether such tactics are justified given the potential long-term damage to the relationship.

Restoring damaged ties between the neighbours will not be easy, given the competing claims over the ancient temple and the recent landmine explosion at Chong Bok.

Both sides need to think hard how to save the situation before they encounter a deadlock and warfare is inevitable.
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																Several recent interactions and observations have led me to believe that humanity needs technology-free zones where people can interact and be themselves. Ironically, better human contact leads to better technology. The purpose of technology is to serve humans, whereas the reverse appears to be happening now!
While having lunch with the family, I noticed that at almost all tables, diners were more engaged with their screens than with each other, and in some cases, even with the food. On the adjacent table, a mother with EarPods was watching a video, and the son was playing video games. Further afield, a family of five, with the grandmother clicking on the toddler's tablet, while big brother was being fed without moving his stare from another tablet. Dad and mum were on their devices too, in between the inconvenience of eating. Not just at that restaurant, but at many other restaurants, there are families who are there in body, but not in mind or spirit.

At the pool, I saw a couple enter the area, and the male got into the pool with his phone in hand. His attractive female partner rifled through their belongings, went back to their room, and returned with a Power Bank so he could play video games in the pool! If I hadn't seen it, I wouldn't believe it. What are parents teaching their sons and daughters? No wonder a solo generation is being declared.

On another occasion, at the gym, a young woman spent more time photographing and posting pictures of herself than actually exercising. Never mind the inconvenience to those waiting to use the machines or space to exercise. This inconvenience is particularly noticeable on trains, where people get off, glued to their screens, blocking others and oblivious to their surroundings. Distraction can be dangerous, with even taxi drivers watching reels while driving, switching passenger entertainment to passenger endangerment.

Then some classrooms have become digitised for learning, or is that miseducation? Students spend more time playing games, browsing social media and so on than actually paying attention to the material presented in class. Even worse, the material is available online for those interested, so they do not need to be in a classroom. But alas, the false dopamine pulse and online comparisons distract from being resourceful with available resources.

Technology has continually evolved, impacting the world. However, AIs are impacting many levels simultaneously -- environmentally, politically, socially, psychologically, culturally, and more-- at a scale and pace never seen before. Changes are now better tracked on a log scale rather than a linear scale.

Technology-free areas bring balance to the rapid changes. Being able to connect makes us healthier, mentally and physically. The lack of real social connections is pushing the growing mental health crisis. Parents are not talking with their kids. Consider how we learn and build relationships, starting from family to friends to fellowship.

Humans are social beings hence we enjoy being around others. However, technology is placing us in increasingly smaller bubbles by accentuating our differences and making it harder to deal with others that do not conform to our perceived norms.

Interacting with and among nature will help reduce the impact of AI's energy-greedy data centres. Walking in the park or even down the street reduces energy demands and wastage. Simply taking the stairs rather than the elevator can lead to more meaningful interactions and better health. The brain-body connection requires regular maintenance, which can be economical, efficient, and easy.

Providing people with the opportunity to move regularly enhances their physical and mental well-being. Without technology, people would have more time to focus on their health by engaging in activities such as meditation, playing sports, and socialising in outdoor spaces. Playing football (or any other game) in the streets has traditionally been a sure way to connect different parts of society.

Technology-free is a pause point required for understanding what we need, want, desire and do. By thinking for ourselves and among ourselves, a critical mass of competent consumers can be created.

Remembering to be human is what makes us truly happy. To be loved, listened to, respected, cared for, and so on is what living is about. With technology, a facade is created where we lose our humanness, and thus we are more inclined to become unhappy.

This idea is not new per se; think about when smoke free areas were introduced. At first radical but later on beneficial.

Thus, by having technology-free zones (and times), we can solve many of our problems, utilise technology more effectively, and protect our environment. Be better humans.



Mariano Miguel Carrera, PhD, is a lecturer at the International College at King Mongkut's University of Technology, North Bangkok.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3074644/tech-free-zones-are-required-to-save-humanity



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									China's unbeatable new export is not a product								

															

																	
										
											[image: A humanoid robot runs during a half-marathon held by the Beijing municipal government in Beijing, China on April 19. (Photo: New York Times)]
																							
													A humanoid robot runs during a half-marathon held by the Beijing municipal government in Beijing, China on April 19. (Photo: New York Times)												

																					

									

																The Chinese "cannot be allowed to export their way back to prosperity", argues US Secretary of the Treasury Scott Bessent, who claims that China's economy is the "most unbalanced in history". Such remarks reflect the growing fear in Washington that China's overcapacity, subsidies, and dumping are distorting global trade.
The more pressing concern, however, is not what China exports, but how. Global cost structures are indeed being reshaped, but by a quieter and more complex force: relentless productivity improvements. China is not merely moving more goods; it is exporting a new production model powered by automation, AI, and state-guided industrial optimisation. This shift is disruptive, deflationary, and still largely misunderstood.

China's rise as the world's factory in the late 20th century was driven by labour and scale. But now, China aims to achieve a new form of dominance through intelligent infrastructure. No longer confined to apps or chatbots, AI has been embedded across the physical economy -- guiding everything from robotic arms and warehouse fleets to autonomous production lines. For example, Xiaomi's "lights-out" factory in Beijing can assemble ten million smartphones annually with minimal human intervention. AI conducts a symphony of sensors, machines, and analytics that form a tightly woven industrial loop, driving efficiencies that traditional manufacturers can approach only incrementally.

Nor is this technology-driven ecosystem confined to a single factory. DeepSeek's 671-billion-parameter open-source large language model is already being deployed not just for coding but also to optimise logistics and manufacturing. JD.com is revamping its supply networks through automation. Unitree is exporting bipedal warehouse robots. And Foxconn (Apple's primary manufacturing partner) is developing modular, AI-led microfactories to reduce its dependence on static production lines. These examples may not represent "prestige innovation," but they do attest to a broad culture of industrial optimisation. Under the banner of "new quality productive forces", the Chinese government is rolling out AI pilot zones and subsidising factory retrofits; and cities like Hefei and Chengdu are offering local grants that rival the scale of national initiatives elsewhere.

The strategy echoes the one pursued by Japanese industry in the 1980s, when automation, lean production, and industrial consolidation helped firms out-compete global rivals. But the Chinese approach goes further, blending AI with economies of scale, feedback loops, and a unique cultural dynamic known as involution (neijuan): a self-perpetuating race to optimise and outcompete, often at the expense of profit margins. BYD, among the most vertically integrated automakers globally, recently cut prices across dozens of models, triggering a US$20 billion stock selloff.

In sectors from e-commerce to electric vehicles, this practice has driven such relentless cost compression that the state has occasionally seen fit to intervene. In April 2025, the People's Daily newspaper warned that extreme involution was distorting market stability, citing a destructive price war in food delivery between JD.com, Meituan, and Ele.me. And the problem is even more acute in the EV industry. While more than 100 Chinese EV brands currently compete, more than 400 have gone out of business since 2018.

The arena of global competitiveness is unforgiving. Those who survive emerge leaner, more adaptive, and better positioned than their legacy counterparts. That is how successful Chinese EV makers have managed to edge into Europe, offering models at price points that local firms struggle to match. Viewed from afar, the process looks chaotic. In practice, though, it resembles natural selection. China is deliberately promoting industrial evolution: the state fosters a wide field of contenders and then lets the market winnow the field.

This approach is rippling across industries. In solar panels, Chinese manufacturers now account for over 80% of global production capacity, driving prices down more than 70% over the past decade. And a similar trend is emerging in EV batteries, where Chinese firms dominate the cost-per-kilowatt curve. But make no mistake: this deflation does not stem from oversupply or dumping. It reflects redesigned cost structures, which are the result of AI, intense competition, and relentless iteration.

Thus, Chinese industry has made efficiency a tradable asset -- one that is reshaping global pricing dynamics. Once this shift really takes hold, businesses around the world will find themselves adjusting their own pricing strategies, labour deployment, and supply-chain configurations.

But this development presents new challenges for many economies. Consider the role of central banks, whose mission is to ensure price stability. What can they do if inflation is subdued not by weak demand, but by superior supply-side efficiency coming from abroad? Most likely, monetary policy will lose traction in such a scenario. The march of software advances will not slow just because interest rates rise or fall. Instead, industrial policy will have to come to the fore -- not as protectionism, but as an adaptive necessity. The core divide will no longer be between capitalism and state planning, but between static and dynamic systems.

The US Inflation Reduction Act and CHIPS and Science Act, as well as the EU Green Deal Industrial Plan, did represent early Western efforts to challenge China's lead; but these packages were largely reactive, siloed, or focused on upstream nodes like chips. While the US and its allies deploy tariffs, subsidies, and export controls, the real competition is over integration of AI into the real economy: not who builds the smartest chatbot, but who builds the smartest factory, and whose model can be sustainably replicated at scale.

Of course, the Chinese model has trade-offs. Labour conditions may worsen under relentless cost-cutting; oversupply remains a systemic risk; regulatory overreach can derail progress; and not all efficiency gains translate into shared prosperity. Consumers may benefit, but workers and smaller firms will bear the brunt of the adjustment.

But even if the Chinese model is not universally replicable, it raises important questions for policymakers everywhere. How will others compete with systems that produce more, faster, and cheaper -- not through wage suppression, but ingenuity?

To dismiss China's approach as merely distortive misses the point. The Chinese government is not just playing the old trade game harder; it is changing the rules, and it is doing so not through tariffs, but through an industrial transformation. If the last wave of globalisation chased cheaper labour, the next one will chase smarter systems. Intelligence will no longer live only in the cloud -- but in machines, warehouses, and 24/7 assembly lines. China's most important export today is not a product, but a process. And it will redefine the nature of global competition. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Jeffrey Wu is Director at MindWorks Capital, a Hong Kong-based venture capital firm.
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																Energy has shaped humanity's path -- from mastering fire, to harnessing steam, to splitting the atom. Today, we're at the dawn of a new era. The sun is rising on a clean energy age.
Last year, nearly all new power capacity came from renewables. Investment in clean energy soared to $2 trillion-$800 billion more than fossil fuels.

Solar and wind are now the cheapest sources of power on Earth, and clean energy sectors are creating jobs, boosting growth and powering progress -- despite fossil fuels still receiving far greater subsidies.

Countries that cling to fossil fuels are not protecting their economies, they are sabotaging them -- undermining competitiveness and missing the greatest economic opportunity of the 21st century.

Clean energy also delivers energy sovereignty and security. Fossil fuel markets are at the mercy of price shocks, supply disruptions, and geopolitical turmoil, as we saw when Russia invaded Ukraine. But there are no price spikes for sunlight, no embargoes on wind, and almost every nation has enough renewable resources to be energy self-sufficient.

Finally, clean energy spurs development. It can reach the hundreds of millions of people still living without electricity -- quickly, affordably and sustainably, particularly through off-grid and small-scale solar technologies.

All this makes the clean energy era unstoppable. But the transition is not yet fast or fair enough. Developing countries are being left behind. Fossil fuels still dominate energy systems, and emissions are still rising when they must plummet to avoid the worst of the climate crisis. To fix this, we need action on six fronts.

First, governments must fully commit to the clean energy future. In the coming months, every country has pledged to submit new national climate plans -- known as Nationally Determined Contributions -- with targets for the next decade. These plans must align with limiting global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius, cover all emissions and sectors, and lay out a clear path to clean energy. G20 countries, responsible for around 80% of global emissions, must lead.

Second, we must build 21st century energy systems. Without modern grids and storage, renewable power can't fulfil its potential. But for every dollar invested in renewable power, just 60 cents go to grids and storage. That ratio needs to be one-to-one.

Third, governments must aim to meet the world's surging energy demand with renewables. Major tech companies must also play their part. By 2030, data centres could consume as much electricity as Japan does today. Companies should commit to power them with renewables.

Fourth, we must embed justice in the energy transition. This means supporting communities still dependent on fossil fuels to prepare for the clean energy future. And it means reforming critical minerals supply chains. Today, they're riddled with rights abuses and environmental destruction, and developing countries are trapped at the bottom of value chains. This must end.

Fifth, we must make trade a tool for energy transformation. Clean energy supply chains are highly concentrated and global trade is fragmenting. Countries committed to the new energy era must work to diversify supplies, cut tariffs on clean energy goods, and modernise investment treaties so they support the transition.

Sixth and finally, we must drive finance to developing countries. Africa received just 2% of renewables investment last year, despite having 60% of the world's best solar resources. We need international action -- to prevent debt repayments sucking developing country budgets dry, and to enable multilateral development banks to substantially increase their lending capacity, and leverage far more private finance. We also need credit rating agencies and investors to modernise risk assessments, to account for the promise of clean energy, the cost of climate chaos, and the danger of stranded fossil fuel assets.

A new energy era is within reach -- an era where cheap, clean abundant energy powers a world rich in economic opportunity, where nations have the security of energy autonomy, and the gift of electricity is a gift for all.

This is our moment of opportunity to supercharge the global shift. Let's seize it.



Antonio Guterres is Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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																It is only a week away from the Aug 1 deadline when the 36% reciprocal tariff levied on Thai exports to the US will take effect.
However, US President Donald Trump has left the door open for countries to negotiate for lower tariffs. Several countries have reached agreements with the US after receiving tariff rate notification letters on July 7th, such as Indonesia, Japan and the Philippines.

All have to yield to the US demand for more access to their economies, plus other conditions. Even Japan has agreed to allow more access to its closely guarded rice market.

Indonesia is an important case study for Thailand as its 32% reciprocal tariff was reduced to 19%. Thailand is looking for a similar tariff reduction deal. Much like Vietnam and the Philippines, Indonesia has given free export access to its 280-million people market.

Moreover, products exported to the US will be taxed differently between Indonesian-made products (19%) and transshipment products (19%+ reciprocal tariff rate for transshipping countries). Open access and two-tier tax rates are not the only conditions, though more than US$200 billion in purchase pledges for American goods, ranging from energy products to 50 Boeing jets, is included.

I am surprised that nobody asked why Indonesia agreed to such strict conditions, particularly compared to Vietnam's which has no purchase pledge. Indonesia has a small trade surplus of $17.8 billion (572.5 billion baht) with the US while Vietnam has a $123.5 billion trade surplus. Based on the size of the trade gaps, Indonesia should have had much softer conditions, not harder. The $200 billion purchase alone is able to close the US-Indonesia trade gap for 10 years.

This is my own reading of the situation. The reason why Indonesia went all out to win a lower tariff rate was not about trade, but to gain investment appeal for the country. With a 32% tariff rate compared to Vietnam's 20%, foreign investors would have been more likely to by-pass Indonesia for Vietnam.

Thailand has not gone that far yet to worry about international competitiveness. The negotiation team is still focusing on protecting the domestic market, particularly on agricultural products. The team seems to ignore the fact Thai exports to the US total about 2 trillion baht per year. Even after deducting "transshipment" products, Thai export value to the US market would still be around 1.2 to 1.5 trillion baht. The value of the US market is many times larger than the domestic agricultural market that the government wants to protect.

Unfortunately, some Thai farmers, such as pig farmers, could be severely hurt as US pork is 30% cheaper. The efficient US pig farming industry has wiped out pig farmers in many countries and it is likely to do so in Thailand. The smart solution is not to close our doors to US pork products but to compensate Thai pig farmers for damage caused while encouraging them to move to another profitable industry.

It is the job of the government to balance the benefits of the economy as whole against the losses of certain industries. Adequate and fair compensation should be the answer to making affected farmers happy while exploiting robust export opportunities.

Unfortunately, the government probably does not think like me about winning the big ticket first and compensating the affected concurrently. The negotiation team, as it appears in the news, will offer about 90% access to the Thai market. I do not think such partial access is acceptable to the US in light of the free access to the Vietnamese, Indonesian and Philippine markets. Japan, to get tariff rate reduction from 25% to 15%, would have to not only open its rice market but also commit to a $550 billion investment pledge.

After free market access with a zero import tariff, the second issue in the eyes of the US is transshipment penalties. This is a burning issue and probably not negotiable. However, the public has never heard about commitments on the issue from the Thai negotiation team. In the Vietnamese and Indonesian cases, both accepted the imposition of much higher tax rates for transshipment products. The rates are set high enough to discourage transshipments.

To illustrate the severity of the issue, I will need to give some numbers. Mr Trump's first term in office began in January 2017. He then gradually raised the import tax on Chinese products from 3% to 20%. To avoid paying higher taxes, Chinese manufacturers diversified their production bases, notably to Thailand and Vietnam. As a result, direct exports from China to the US dropped from $538.5 billion in 2018 to $428.7 billion in 2024. Is it logical to see China exported less to the US over time? Should it be the other way around? After all, it is a known fact that China has been building more factories.

While direct exports from China to the US dropped by $110 billion during this period, exports from Vietnam and Thailand to the US rose by $87.4 billion and $31.5 billion respectively. Add the two numbers and readers will understand where the $110 billion in Chinese products went. Transshipments are a big issue in this negotiation game.

Peter Navarro, White House trade adviser, told CNBC that "Vietnam's 0% tariff offer is not enough, it's the non-tariff cheating that matters."

Some optimistic critics point out that Thailand ought to have a milder "transshipment" penalty, compared to Vietnam. Therefore, Thailand will get a better reciprocal tariff rate cut from the US. I used to think like that too until I saw the Indonesian case where the country has almost no transshipment volume, but received almost the same tax rate as Vietnam.

This is more of a preventive measure as all Asean members have a free trade agreement with China where products can be shipped tax-free from China to any member country and transshipped to the US later. In short, if it has not happened yet, it could happen any minute. A penalty tax rate is therefore essential regardless of present transshipment volume.

Before I conclude, I have an observation about Indonesia. I think Indonesia has a tighter deal compared to Vietnam. Vietnam was literally Mr Trump's first successful negotiation case. He wanted a conclusion before the July 7 deadline to put pressure on other Asean countries if they want to be competitive with Vietnam in international markets. Indonesia certainly wants that and quickly joined the negotiation process. Now the pressure is on Thailand.

But Thailand does not have such ambitions. We live our lives one day at a time. We are acting like we have the bargaining power. Therefore, "no total access" and "no transshipment penalty" are on the table. Undoubtedly, this will translate to "no deal" for Mr Trump.

The 36% reciprocal tariff is likely to remain effective starting Aug 1.
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																The Military Court delivered a ruling yesterday over a fatal assault at a cadet school in 2017. Despite the verdict finding the defendants guilty of assaulting the young cadet, it is unlikely to deter a culture of hazing and impunity within the Thai military.
The judges found the defendants -- two senior cadet students -- guilty of causing the death of freshman cadet Pakapong "Moei" Tanyakan on Aug 27, 2017, at a cadet school in Nakhon Nayok province. Both were given four months and 16 days imprisonment. Each must also pay a fine of 15,000 baht. As the court found that the defendants did not have criminal records, they were also each given a two-year suspended jail term and allowed to continue serving in the army.

The lenient ruling has alarmed Thai society, which has witnessed a series of brutal physical assaults and Spartan treatment in army units. The case of Pakapong has once again shed light on the culture of impunity and systematic cover-ups within the armed forces.

To begin with, the lawsuit would not have occurred without Pakapong's family's fighting spirit. Following his death, the army was quick to tell them he died because he suffered cardiac failure. The case would have been closed if the family believed what the top brass told them. Society is fortunate that they did not.

The family secretly removed his body from a cremation ceremony at a temple on Oct 24, 2017, to undergo an autopsy at the Central Institute of Forensic Science under the Ministry of Justice. The family was reportedly shocked when they learnt Pakapong's internal organs -- his heart, kidneys, brain, spleen and lungs had been removed from his body.

The autopsy also found bleeding around the collarbone and bruises on the left torso and a broken rib, which was unlikely to be caused by cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). An initial autopsy performed by the army said CPR caused all the bruises.

The verdict in the case also raises the question of whether military courts are a suitable venue for handling criminal cases involving soldiers. Indeed, there are proposals from lawmakers to move serious criminal cases, such as threats to national security and serious homicides in military camps, to be handled in civilian courts.

This case follows the Central Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases in May, giving 10-20 years jail terms to two army trainers and 11 conscripts found guilty of beating 18-year-old conscript Vorapraj Padmaskul to death last year.

This case was the first time that victims used the Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance Act 2022 to handle all torture cases committed by security personnel.

This lawsuit was also the first time that security personnel were given hefty jail terms, raising hopes that the military will act tough on the use of force within its ranks.

However, it is regrettable that just two months later, the military court handed down a sentence that is hardly commensurate with the crime. Such half-baked justice will only continue to foster a culture of impunity in the army.
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																Be careful what you wish for, lest it come true. That ancient proverb comes to mind when considering the eagerness of America's trade partners around the world to negotiate deals with US President Donald Trump's administration. Four countries already have, with Indonesia the latest to do so -- and possibly the first to regret it.
The United States has announced a complex, tiered tariff regime, including a 25% tariff on labour-intensive goods such as textiles and footwear, a 40% tariff on goods suspected of being "transshipped" or having content of Chinese origin, and a 50% tariff on so-called "strategic sectors", including aluminium, copper, semiconductors, and pharmaceuticals. An additional 10% levy applies to exports from Brics countries (including Indonesia). Countries might also face anti-dumping duties, which are often steep, politically driven, and inconsistently applied.

While these measures hurt US importers and consumers the most, they also significantly heighten uncertainty for exporters. By guaranteeing that Indonesia will not face tariffs exceeding 19% on its exports to the US through 2029, its new agreement with the US seems to mitigate this uncertainty, providing a level of protection against Mr Trump's tariff escalations. Indonesia can now rest assured that it will not face the kinds of extreme tariffs to which China has been subjected.

Indonesia's government argues that such a deal was essential because even though the US accounts for only 9.9% of Indonesia's total exports, the trade relationship is disproportionately important. Indonesian exports to the US -- including apparel, footwear, furniture, rubber products, and integrated circuits -- are labour-intensive, they note, and thus support a substantial number of jobs.

But these sectors may remain vulnerable to higher tariffs. As it stands, it is not clear whether the 19% cap applies to all Indonesian exports, or if some products -- particularly those containing Chinese inputs -- could still be subject to steeper duties. In any case, 19% tariffs are very burdensome, and Indonesia has also agreed to impose no tariffs on US goods. At best, the deal reduces losses; it does not deliver gains.

Moreover, to secure this dubious victory, Indonesia reportedly agreed to purchase 50 Boeing aircraft and commit to importing US$15 billion (484.8 billion baht) worth of US energy products (nearly 40% of Indonesia's total energy imports) and $4.5 billion worth of American agricultural products. But many important questions remain unanswered. How will these purchases be financed, and on what terms? What are the specifications, unit costs, and delivery timelines? Who will oversee procurement, and how will transparency be ensured?

Most importantly, if these exchanges are merely political gestures, they could turn out to be economically damaging. The use of jets from Boeing, which has faced a string of quality and safety scandals in recent years, could create considerable risks for Indonesia's airlines. And imports of US agricultural goods risk undercutting local farmers and breaching commitments to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, as well as other trade agreements.

The deal might affect Indonesia's trade relationships in other ways. Indonesia has concluded comprehensive trade agreements with several major partners, including Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, and South Korea. It is close to finalising one with the European Union, and it recently launched negotiations with the United Arab Emirates. If US firms are granted preferential treatment and zero-tariff market access, these partners might question Indonesia's commitment to fair competition -- or demand comparable terms.

Beyond trade, the agreement risks eroding Indonesia's carefully maintained strategic neutrality. Indonesia has long sought to balance its relationships with the US and China, but this deal could be seen as a lurch towards the US, exposing the country to escalating pressure to choose a side.

As Indonesia becomes increasingly politically entangled with one giant -- with far-reaching economic and strategic consequences -- it is at risk of becoming economically dependent on the other. Over the past decade, Indonesia's trade with China has more than doubled, reflecting deepening economic ties. While Indonesia exports mostly commodities and processed metals to China -- especially nickel, iron and steel, mineral fuels, and vegetable oils -- it imports high-value machinery, electrical equipment, vehicles, and plastics from the country.

In the face of challenging trade relations with the world's two mightiest powers, Indonesia's government deserves credit for seeking trade assurances. But the deal that it secured with the US lacks clarity, transparency, mutuality, and strategic vision. As a result, it may turn out to be largely symbolic, bringing only a slight reduction in short-term costs. In the long term, it might prove economically and even geopolitically damaging.

Three urgent steps can help prevent this outcome. First, Indonesia's government must demand full clarity from the US on the 19% tariff cap: are all its exports shielded from Trump's sector-specific classifications, or is the real cost of the deal hidden in the fine print? Second, the authorities should publish the full details of their procurement commitments, particularly the purchase of Boeing aircraft and US agricultural and energy products, so that these commitments' financial implications and strategic value can be assessed.

Finally, Indonesia must reaffirm a long-term trade strategy anchored in diversification, rules-based agreements, and regional leadership. Above all, it needs a strategy that avoids excessive dependence on any single partner and preserves its autonomy in an increasingly polarised global economy. Only then can Indonesia ensure that a handshake in Washington does not become a handcuff at home. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Lili Yan Ing, Secretary General of the International Economic Association, is Lead Adviser for the Southeast Asia region at the Economic Research Institute for Asean and East Asia.
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																At a time when Thai society is reeling from scandals in the monastic community -- from leaked audio clips of money transfers via apps to secret relationships with women -- we are not merely shocked that "monks have done wrong", but rather at how swiftly the "image of purity" we've long upheld has collapsed.
Monks in the smartphone era don't just hold onto the Dhamma -- they also hold smartphones, use Facebook, reply to Line messages from laypeople, and some may even access apps no one would expect on the devices of those who have renounced the world.

These behaviours don't arise solely from the monks' moral decay, but from a society that places "unrealistic expectations" on humans in robes, ready to judge when they fail to uphold these ideals.

From a biological and psychological perspective, a man with high testosterone who is placed in a state of permanent celibacy from a young age, without any support mechanisms, is bound to face internal pressures beyond what the monastic disciplinary system can manage.

In this sense, the religious system in Thailand resembles the ancient Chinese mechanism of using eunuchs to control emotion and power, except Thai monks are not physically castrated, but are instead neutered through mental and moral prohibitions.

This article invites us to reconsider the myth of the "pure monk" co-created by society.

It will analyse the issue through the lenses of biology, psychology, and social structures, while also offering reform proposals for the monastery institution in the age of technology, to restore both the sanctity of religion and the human dignity of its practitioners.

Burden of the Robe

Males naturally have testosterone as the primary hormone regulating libido, the desire to possess, competitiveness, and motivation for social engagement, especially during late adolescence to early adulthood, when it plays its most dominant role in shaping both behaviour and identity formation.

In the context of Buddhist monks, particularly those ordained from a young age and raised in monasteries, suppressing such biological energy without sufficient mental tools is akin to imprisoning natural forces within a framework of moral absolutism.

Without a release valve, this energy may transform into unpredictable deviations.

Chinese Eunuchs vs Thai Monks

Chinese eunuchs were subjected to prophylactic castration before entering the palace to eliminate sexual energy that might cause social or political complications.

This resulted in permanently low testosterone, systematically reducing sexual desire and aggressive behaviours.

In contrast, Thai monks who begin monastic life from the time they are novices undergo no physical restrictions -- hormones continue to be released normally.

Without adequate sexual education and psychoeducation, they are left to cope with these biological drives alone, relying solely on the 227 monastic precepts, which are insufficient to address every situation.

A Gap in Self-Discipline

The current monastic education system often avoids open discussion of sexuality and emotion.

Although the intention may be to uphold precepts and restraint, the lack of space to discuss these issues inadvertently neglects the monks' "humanity".

As a result, some monks may resort to Instagram, sex phone services, or online pornography to privately cope with biological drives, while society continues to view them through the sacred lens of faith.

When hormones are suppressed and the mind lacks a space for acceptance, the human beneath the robe is bound to implode silently.

In the Thai context, monastic life becomes not merely a path of self-discipline towards liberation from suffering, but a "tool of purity" society uses to scrutinise externals -- robes, restraint, monastic status.

Any monk who deviates from these imposed norms may face judgement by public morality, even if such behaviour occurs in private and is simply a natural response of the human body.

Sanctity in the Public Eye

Structurally, monks in Thai society are expected to be "representatives of national morality" -- upholding celibacy, serving as a protective moral force for the people, and acting as flawless role models, even in thought.

This creates a symbolic burden on individuals in robes: the 227 precepts of the monastic code are no longer seen merely as guidelines of self-discipline, but as a national standard of sacredness.

Falling from such a status is therefore not seen as merely an individual's disgrace, but as the deterioration of the entire religious institution in the eyes of the public, as evident in social media's "witch-hunt" mentality towards scandalised monks.

Purity Is a Myth

Sociologist Emile Durkheim noted that religion is a product of the "collective conscience", a shared social force created to regulate behaviour.

But when this force becomes a myth detached from human reality (eg, the expectation that monks should be entirely unfamiliar with sexual desire), such faith based on illusion turns into a moral weapon that ultimately harms the bearer.

The image of the "pure monk" that society upholds is no different from a social mask, hiding the truth that a monk is a human man with weaknesses, desires, and drives like anyone else, yet trapped in a moral frame with no outlet or support.

A monk who commits an offence may not be inherently depraved, but rather a victim of an institution that suppresses his humanity beneath the robe.

Monks of the 21st century face temptations not only from sights, sounds, tastes, and smells as in ancient times, but also from digital currents that infiltrate their minds 24/7 via smartphones, apps, and online platforms.

These grant access to sexual content, emotional stimuli, and cyber relationships that deeply challenge celibacy like never before.

Digital transgressions

In traditional monastic law, sexual offences are judged based on intentional acts of touching, seeing, or speaking in a lewd manner. But now, one can view pornography on a mobile screen, flirt via Line, or transfer money for services through PromptPay -- all without witnesses.

The question arises: How should such transgressions be handled?

Watching online porn or engaging in virtual sex, whether through video or text, may involve no physical contact.

Yet, from the perspective of psychology and intent, such behaviours reflect unresolved sensual desire that has not been managed with mindfulness.

Tool or Temptation?

While some monks use smartphones to listen to Dhamma, share teachings, or communicate with laypeople with compassion, others may use the same device to connect with a world of temptation, separated from the temple by nothing more than a swipe of the finger.

Today, there are numerous cases of monks using tech for discreet sexual meetups, managing private donation accounts without transparency, and curating social media personas to gain influence beyond moral bounds.

Transgressions are no longer limited to the sermon hall but seep into user IDs (Apple IDs, Line IDs) and even into the passwords to subconscious realms we cannot see with the naked eye.

The emotional world of modern monks no longer resides solely in forests or temples, but also hides within the apps installed in their alms bags.

Since monks aren't divine, and robes aren't moral armour against human nature, Thai society must revisit its entire belief structure surrounding monastic identity.

Lessons from the digital world and recent scandals in the monastic community should not be used merely to "condemn individuals," but should serve as opportunities to reform monastic discipline, education, and understanding of the nature of males ordained from a young age.

Thus:

1. Build Continuous Mental Health Support for Monks

Appoint "monastic psychiatrists" or Dhamma-informed mental health counsellors to support monks struggling with sexual impulses, urges, stress, or burnout.

Large temples should have "emotional observation centres" not to catch faults, but to facilitate compassionate and understanding-based self-discipline.

2. Revise Monastic Curriculum to Include 'Dhamma-Based Sex Education'

Integrate content on male psychology, hormone management, and mindful approaches to deal with sexual desire.

Don't avoid topics like emotional impulses, fantasies, or exposure to stimuli -- silence is not a cure.

3. Create a 'Digital Ethics Curriculum for Monks'

Monks should be trained to recognise online dangers, use smartphones with discipline, and curate appropriate digital images.

Establish practical guidelines (digital precepts) for the use of Instagram, Line, and PromptPay, ensuring alignment with monastic values.

4. Restructure Ordination and Monastic Pathways

Clearly distinguish between temporary ordination for study and lifelong ordination based on commitment.

Abolish coercive systems that pressure children into ordination without the right to choose.

Allow monks to disrobe without stigma and encourage reordination when they are ready.

This article does not aim to destroy faith in the monastic institution but to remove the mask of myth that Thai society has placed upon human beings in robes -- to reveal the truth: that even precept holders still bleed, still feel, still desire, and remain just as vulnerable as the rest of us.

Reforming the monastic institution in the 21st century should not begin with asking "Who is at fault?" but rather, "What conditions have we all created that forced him to become a victim in the name of purity?"

A monk should not be a prisoner in robes, but a human being walking the path of self-discipline with an understanding of himself and the modern world.

Assoc Prof Dr Watcharin Ariyaprakai is a Bangkok-based urologist.
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																Time is running out. In less than two weeks, over 80,000 refugees on the Thai-Myanmar border will be left without food, health care, or protection. With US aid permanently cut, Thailand can no longer look away. The government must act before this humanitarian crisis spins out of control.
These refugees, mostly ethnic Karen minorities fleeing war and persecution in Myanmar, have lived in limbo for over 40 years. Many were born in the camps, their hopes for resettlement long dashed, with nowhere else to go.

The humanitarian crisis began with US President Donald Trump's executive order freezing all foreign aid for a 90-day review on Jan 20, immediately followed by a stop-work order for US-funded NGOs, including those serving nine refugee camps along the Thai-Myanmar border.

Now, the cuts have become permanent. Even with US assistance, food and medicine were barely enough. Without it, how long can people endure hunger, illness, and despair?

The Thai government must act before this desperate situation turns into a disaster. When the National Security Council meets this Thursday, it must go beyond temporary relief. A dignified and realistic solution is to allow them to work. With income, they can stand on their own feet, thus significantly reducing the burden on the government.

To be fair, the government acted swiftly by providing emergency health care. But food aid is drying up. Other donors offer only minimal support. Without proper food or income, families face starvation or breaking the law by slipping out of the camps to find work.

Let's be clear: these camps are no longer shelters. They are holding pens. People are locked in, barred from working or leaving. Thai is not even taught in the camps, making communication harder. Yet many are skilled and ready to contribute.

Thailand has done better before. The country has hosted refugees from Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, even China and Nepal. When repatriation proved impossible, Thailand gave them "displaced person" status with legal IDs, the right to work, and the chance to live with dignity.

Reclassifying these refugees as migrant workers would be a mistake. That status limits them to manual labour, tight controls, and nearly no chance of changing jobs. The migrant worker label is neither fair nor productive. After all, refugees didn't migrate to find jobs, they were running away from a civil war. Their situation is different and deserves a different solution.

One proposed solution is to classify them as "displaced persons from Myanmar". This is possible under the Immigration Act, allowing legal stay and work rights in jobs not reserved for Thai nationals. This term enables security agencies to monitor and manage the process properly.

Many of these refugees are Karen, sharing cultural ties with Thai-Karen communities. Integration, especially in border areas, would not be difficult. Furthermore, only about 30,000 of these refugees are of working age. The labour market will have no problems absorbing the extra manpower.

Without intervention, the risks are clear: illegal work, trafficking, and an increase in crime. These problems can be prevented if the government acts now. No one is asking the government to feed 80,000 mouths forever. People want the chance to stand on their own two feet. Give them that chance before it's too late.
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									Recalibrating Thai-US ties (once again)								
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																It is about time for Thailand to discard the two-century-old euphemism about enduring Thai-US ties and be brutally realistic. It is about time for a blunt question -- what can Thailand offer to reduce its soaring trade surplus of US$43 billion with the US? If Thai negotiators don't come up with any interesting offers, then the tariff for exported goods from Thailand to the US will be 36% across the board after Aug 1.
Currently, negotiations between Washington and the government are progressing. The outcome, expected next month, will have far-reaching impacts beyond trade and the economy. The deal will directly affect the stability of this weak government. From a broader perspective, the tariff figure will serve as a barometer of future Thai-US relations in this era of geopolitical turbulence.

It is worth noting that Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira has instructed related ministries to prepare the Thai agricultural and industrial sectors for the impact of US tariffs, but he has yet to explain why and how. Mr Pichai was quoted as saying that local industry has to upgrade and realign itself with global trends and become more competitive.

Mr Pichai revealed that the US plans to require a local content requirement in products sold in the US of as much as 80% to prevent transhipped goods from entering its market under false rules of origin. He reiterated that Thailand must proactively negotiate to protect mutual and sustainable interests, while urgently addressing three key issues.

First, Thailand must present concrete and enforceable measures to reduce the trade surplus. Secondly, the country needs to provide broader market access to US goods. Third, Thailand needs to remove non-tariff barriers (NTBs). Among Asean members, Thailand has the toughest sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures and other regulatory frameworks intended to protect consumers, agriculture and the environment.

Under the Trump administration, the US is pursuing a unilateral approach under what it calls "US preferential treatment". If countries refuse the terms, they may face steep tariffs and other retaliatory measures. Mr Pichai also admitted that a non-disclosure agreement (NDA) is already in place, limiting the release of some information pertaining to the deals. Amid the secrecy, the finance minister assured the public that negotiations are guided by long-term shared benefits and regional balance. He did not elaborate how.

President Donald Trump's reciprocal tariffs are indeed perceived as a plan to rein in the ripple effect of the China Plus One supply chain model.

China Plus One is a supply chain diversification strategy that emerged in 2014 and 2015 due to the escalating cost of labour in China, leading multinational companies to seek alternative manufacturing and sourcing options in other Asian countries.

Throughout the Biden administration, the so-called China plus one formula has been beneficial to key Asean members such as Vietnam, Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia, where investors opened their factories after pulling out from China. With Mr Trump's team in charge, Mr Pichai admitted that transhipment, where products are rerouted through third countries to evade tariffs, is the most difficult as it is closely linked to local content rules.

Previously, the transhipment threshold was only 40 per cent, but this could rise to 60-80%, forcing countries to redefine what counts as actually Made-in-Thailand materials. According to Mr Pichai, countries with low levels of local manufacturing, such as those with production bases just starting up, will be hardest hit regardless of the tariff rate. For instance, Vietnam, which has low local content, is facing high transhipment tariffs.

In the case of Thailand, the country could also suffer due to the downturn in authentic local manufacturers and the influx of investment and transhipments from China. In short, despite Thailand's export volume surging, the share of local manufacturing production in exports remains unchanged.

The real challenge for Thai industry is to boost its local capacity and improve the level of local content. If not, Thai exporters will face higher tariffs on transhipped goods.

Mr Pichai admitted that the US wants Thailand to open its market and remove NTBs on agricultural products and meat, especially pork and offal. One new feature in the negotiations is in the energy sector. Thailand has offered to purchase natural gas and shale oil from the US, which have a lower price than on the global market. In this respect, Thailand is also considering more energy-related investments in the US.

Mr Pichai defended Thailand's offer of zero tariffs for certain US products, as other countries, including China, have already been given the same privileges under existing FTAs. Many Thai exports under existing FTAs are not competitive or undersupplied domestically. "This offer is not being made to just any country-- it is unique to the US," he said, adding the deal could empower farmers and boost Thailand's competitiveness, serving as a platform for national reform.

Once the tariff debacle has been concluded, it should be Thailand's turn to renegotiate its strategic relationship with the US. In the post-Cold War era, the US has benefited tremendously from Thailand's strategic values and locations. As an ally, Thailand has hosted the Cobra Gold military exercises nonstop for 44 consecutive years. It remains one of the largest multinational training operations in the world, especially for the American armed forces.

More than the US Indo-Pacific Command would like to admit, this annual exercise provides the opportunity for the US to simulate "command and control" operations involving over 30 participating nations. It also promotes interoperability of foreign troops, whose countries procured American weapons. On paper, Cobra Gold positions Thailand as a central node in regional security. But in reality, Thailand has only benefited marginally. It is time to push for a new arrangement that aligns with the country's security needs. At the very least, there should be more Thai-led planning and command roles.

Thailand has been a non-Nato treaty ally since 2003, without consequential benefits. The country does not enjoy defence guarantees, robust arms transfers or significant technology sharing. The US side often complains that Thailand is too close to China, which it has denied. Deep down, Washington does not trust Bangkok's alliance. Some glaring evidence is the Royal Thai Air Force's need to purchase Swedish Gripen jets, after the US refused to sell F-35 jet fighters, citing concerns about Thailand's ability to handle such advanced aircraft and its relationship with China.

President Trump's new term is a different game. In engaging with Mr Trump, Thailand must be more assertive in demanding greater technological sharing, joint capability building, and access to US strategic platforms. For instance, Thailand should have been a recipient of US space technology and cyber surveillance, which are not forthcoming. The US halted its international military education and training program for Thailand a decade ago. The programme used to be a primer for the person-to-person network among the Thai-US top brass. Now, this bilateral link is waning.

In future Thai-US strategic meetings, Thailand must not be shy or submissive. The US has been pressing the rest of the world for its own economic stability at the peril of allies and friends, and Thailand has a track record of yielding to US demands on defence and even made economic concessions. Now it is time for a new red line and a new game for Thailand to redefine its security cooperation with the US, aligning the ties with Thailand's strategic autonomy. Perhaps, the next question is what the Trump administration wants from security engagement with Thailand.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
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									NCSA boosts cyber defence amid rising border tensions

									
								

									The National Cyber Security Agency (NCSA) is reinforcing the resilience of critical infrastructure in preparation for potential cyberattacks, while the Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA) has warned against artificial intelligence-generated deepfakes in information warfare--particularly amid escalating tensions at the Thailand-Cambodia border.  
									NCSA has increased preparations for critical infrastructure--mainly in energy, telecom, finance and electricity--to prevent cyber warfare amid the rising tensions between Cambodia and Thailand, AVM Amorn Chomchoey, NCSA secretary-general, told the Bangkok Post on Thursday.

"We will closely monitor the situation with relevant agencies on a 24/7 basis, as the alert level has been raised from Yellow to Red," said AVM Amorn.

He added that the agency has stepped up preparations over the past two months, as several Cambodia-based hacker groups have allegedly engaged in periodic cyber warfare and disinformation campaigns.  

Moreover, AI-generated deepfake images are being used to fabricate scenes of a Thai F-16 jet being shot down, aiming to boost the morale of Cambodian soldiers.  

Sak Segkhoonthod, senior advisor of ETDA, warned media and online users to verify information before sharing during this intense period.  

In another development, the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) ordered mobile phone service operators to increase cellular signal strength along the Thailand-Cambodia border to a normal level to support military communications in the area, according to Trairat Viriyasirikul, NBTC acting secretary-general.  

Earlier, the NBTC had directed telecom operators to reduce signal strength in the region to prevent cross-border signal spillover, which could be exploited for cybercrime or by call centre scams.  

Mr Trairat also added that the NBTC has sought cooperation from digital terrestrial television broadcasters to exercise caution in presenting news coverage during this period, as misinformation could impact ongoing military operations.
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									New movies out this week: July 24-30

									Will Marvel's First Family revive the MCU?
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

The Fantastic Four: First Steps

Directed by Matt Shakman.

Who's in it?

Pedro Pascal, Vanessa Kirby and Joseph Quinn.

What's it about? 

Forced to balance their roles as heroes with the strength of their family bond, the Fantastic Four must defend Earth from a ravenous space god called Galactus and his enigmatic Herald, Silver Surfer.

Why watch it? 

Marvel Studios regained the film rights to Fantastic Four after Disney bought most of 20th Century Fox's film and TV assets, including franchises.



[image: ]

The Legend Of Ochi

Directed by Isaiah Saxon.

Who's in it?

Helena Zengel, Willem Dafoe and Emily Watson.

What's it about? 

In a remote village on the island of Carpathia, a shy farm girl named Yuri is raised to fear an elusive animal species known as ochi. When Yuri discovers a wounded baby ochi has been left behind, she escapes on a quest to bring him home.

Why watch it?

Saxon's directorial debut.
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Nak Rak Mak Mak Mak

Directed by Nong Chachacha.

Who's in it? 

Yada Narilya Gulmongkolpech, Krist Perawat Sangpotirat, Nong Chachacha and Theng Therdtherng.

What's it about? 

Transported 200 years into the future, the vengeful ghost Mae Nak must win back her husband, Pee Mak, within 30 days without using supernatural powers. If she fails, she will lose all memory of him.

Why watch it? 

Based on the Thai legend of "Mae Nak Phra Khanong" or Nang Nak.
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Singsot

Directed by Wahyu Agung Prasetyo.

Who's in it?

Ardhana Jovin, Aska Haryanto, Landung Simatupang and Jamaluddin Latif.

What's it about? 

A little boy experiences a scary incident after hearing a mythical story from his grandmother. It turns out, there is something he doesn't realise behind these events.

Why watch it? 

The film raises the myth of ancient Java, where whistling is believed to be able to summon demons.



[image: ]

Go Wild Atarashii Gakko!: The Movie

Directed by Oh Yoon-Dong And Keisuke Shimizu.

Who's in it? 

Kanon, Suzuka, Rin And Mizyu.

What's it about? 

Atarashii Gakko! celebrates their 10th anniversary -- a one-of-a-kind force taking the world by storm. But what exactly does their mantra, "Endless Youth", mean? The answer lies in the raw, unfiltered performances of the four members: Kanon, Suzuka, Rin, And Mizyu -- performances that lay their souls bare.

Why watch it?

They introduced themselves as representatives of the new generation of Japanese (seishun) who are trying to break through the traditional social norms.



Premieres on July 26

[image: ]

Ano hana ga saku oka de, kimi to mata deaetara (Till We Meet Again On The Lily Hill)

Directed by Yoichi Narita.

Who's in it? 

Haruka Fukuhara, Koshi Mizukami and Kentaro Ito.

What's it about? 

Troubled teenager Yuri goes back in time to 1945 and falls in love with a kamikaze pilot, Akira.

Why watch it? 

Japanese fantasy romance is inspired by the novel "Ano Hana ga Saku Oka de, Kimi to mata Deaetara", authored by Natsue Shiomi in 2016.



Premieres on July 30

[image: ]

BTS Army: Forever We Are Young

Directed by Patty Ahn and Grace Lee.

Who's in it?

BTS

What's it about? 

Across continents, passionate BTS fans known as Army unite through dance, music, and shared purpose. This global community transcends age and culture, showing how fandom can spark meaningful change and connection worldwide.

Why watch it? 

The feature-length documentary made by the Army for the Army.
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									BTS agency HYBE raided over alleged fraud trading

									
								

									SEOUL -- HYBE, the agency behind Korean pop (K-pop) superstars BTS, was raided by police on Thursday in connection with alleged fraudulent trading involving its founder Bang Si-hyuk, investigators said.
									"We are conducting a search and seizure at HYBE's headquarters in Yongsan District," Seoul police said in a brief statement.

Bang, the mastermind behind BTS, is under investigation over allegations that he misled early investors to reap illicit profits from the company's 2020 initial public offering.

He is accused of gaining around 200 billion won (US$146 million) through the process, according to local reports.

HYBE has denied Bang committed any wrongdoing.

"We will dutifully clarify that the listing at the time was carried out in compliance with all relevant laws and regulations," the company said in early July, pledging "active cooperation" with authorities to get to the bottom of the case.

Bang allegedly misled HYBE's early investors, who held pre-IPO shares, by telling them in 2019 he had no plans to take the company public.

He then allegedly encouraged them to sell their shares to private equity funds when in fact IPO plan was in the making.

HYBE went public in 2020, after the shareholders sold their stakes.

The 52-year-old is accused of secretly striking a deal with the private equity funds to receive a portion of the profits they made from selling shares after the initial public offering (IPO).

2026 comeback

The investigation comes as all seven BTS members complete their mandatory military service and prepare for a comeback next year.

HYBE announced this month that a new album and world tour were scheduled for 2026.

BTS, known for championing progressive causes, holds the record as the most-streamed group on Spotify and became the first K-pop act to top both the Billboard 200 and Billboard Artist 100 charts in the United States.

Before their military service, BTS generated more than 5.5 trillion won ($4 billion) in yearly economic impact, according to the Korea Culture and Tourism Institute.

That accounts for roughly 0.2%of South Korea's total GDP, according to official data.

There had been debate over whether BTS should be granted exemptions from military service -- sometimes granted to Olympic medallists and classical artists who win top international awards -- but pop stars do not qualify under South Korean laws.

With the lack of public consensus on the matter, the members enlisted individually, beginning in late 2022.
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/3075016/bts-agency-hybe-raided-over-alleged-fraud-trading



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									'Star Wars' creator George Lucas to hit Comic-Con for first time

									
								

									SAN DIEGO -- Comic-Con kicks off Thursday in San Diego, California, with expectations running high among devoted fans keen to catch a glimpse of George Lucas at his first-ever appearance at the convention.
									Other expected highlights of the gathering -- one of the world's biggest celebrations of pop culture -- include the world premiere of the prequel series "Alien: Earth."

Comic-Con began holding events in San Diego in 1970, as a low-key and rather niche huddle, but has now grown to an annual get-together that attracts 130,000 people eager to hear behind-the-scenes tidbits from Hollywood stars and directors unveiling their latest projects.

This year's edition will be marked by the presence of legendary filmmaker Lucas, who has never visited the convention before despite Comic-Con culture being deeply rooted in his "Star Wars" and "Indiana Jones" franchises.

In a session on Sunday set to be moderated by Queen Latifah, Lucas will discuss the Lucas Museum of Narrative Art with Mexican director Guillermo del Toro and Oscar-winning artist Doug Chiang, who has shaped the iconic "Star Wars" universe for decades.

The museum, scheduled to open in Los Angeles next year, will be dedicated to illustrated narratives and will house the Lucas archive.

"Nearly five decades ago, Star Wars made one of its earliest public appearances at our convention, along with a booth featuring (comic book artist) Howard Chaykin's now legendary Star Wars poster as a promotional item," said David Glanzer, Chief Communications and Strategy Officer.

"Now, to have Mr Lucas... is a true full-circle moment. His lifelong dedication to visual storytelling and world-building resonates deeply with us and our community."

Alien, Predator, and the End of the World

Marvel Studios will have a smaller presence at the convention this year, skipping its eagerly awaited annual presentation in Hall H.

According to Variety, changes to the premiere of the new "Avengers" installment complicated logistics for the studio, whose cast is currently filming in Britain.

Despite this notable absence, events at coveted Hall H still promise great excitement for fans of science fiction, a core genre of the convention.

On Friday, it will host the world premiere of the pilot episode of the prequel "Alien: Earth," directed by Noah Hawley and slated to hit streaming platforms in August.

The series takes place a couple of years before the events depicted in Ridley Scott's 1979 film "Alien," offering an expansion of the venerated franchise.

Another fan favourite that will have its moment in the spotlight is "Predator: Badlands," with a panel Friday set to include director Dan Trachtenberg, who revitalised the brand with "Prey" (2022).

Joining him will be stars Elle Fanning and Dimitrius Schuster-Koloamatangi, who plays the predator Dek.

The panel is expected to reveal more from the production, which centers the predator as prey, not hunter, for the first time.

On Saturday, award-winning actor Ryan Gosling and directors Phil Lord and Christopher Miller (behind the new "Spider-Verse" trilogy) will present their "Project Hail Mary," which is due in theaters next year.

The film, based on the book by Andy Weir ("The Martian"), follows Ryland Grace (Gosling), a former science teacher who wakes up on a spaceship to discover he's on a mission to save the Earth.

Another buzzed-about presentation is for the highly anticipated second season of "Peacemaker," in which James Gunn ("Superman") and his cast are expected to offer sneak peeks.

But it will not all be deadly serious -- thousands of those in attendance will come dressed as princesses, warriors, aliens and other characters from the pantheon of pop culture.

Comic-Con runs from Thursday to Sunday, July 27.


	Read more: Thailand eyes B10bn from foreign film production
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									Wax lyrical: Taylor Swift gets lucky 13 Madame Tussauds statues

									
								

									LONDON -- US pop megastar Taylor Swift will be honoured with 13 waxworks of her at Madame Tussauds venues around the globe, the museum said on Wednesday.
									In honour of Swift's lucky number, 13 of the waxwork museum's 22 branches will each receive a statue of the "Love Story" and "Blank Space" singer, in what it called the "most ambitious project" of its 250-year history.

The statues were inspired by some of the 35-year-old songwriting sensation's looks from her record-shattering "Eras Tour" from 2023 to 2024.

With 149 shows across the world over nearly two years, the tour raked in US$2 billion, making it the most lucrative in music history to date.

More than 40 artists worked for more than a year on the statues of Swift, one of the most acclaimed artists of her generation with 14 Grammy Awards.

"This is the most ambitious project in Madame Tussauds' 250-year history, which only feels right to reflect the stratospheric status of Taylor Swift," said Danielle Cullen, the museum's senior figure stylist.

UK-based Swifties are well served, with one waxwork slated for London and another for the northern seaside resort town of Blackpool.

Another 10 will find a permanent home at the branches of Madame Tussauds in Amsterdam, Berlin, Budapest, Los Angeles, Hong Kong, Las Vegas, Nashville, New York, Orlando and Sydney.

The thirteenth statue, which will travel around the remaining museums, will begin its worldwide walkabout with a residency at Madame Tussauds Shanghai.
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									Bangkok City Ballet elevates Cinderella with fresh perspective

									
								

									Bangkok City Ballet (BCB) staged the world premiere of its bold new full-length performance of Cinderella earlier this month. Presented at the Thailand Cultural Centre, this production delivered not only a ballet, but an immersive reimagining of the beloved fairytale, leaving the audience captivated from the first note to the final bow.
									BCB's choreographers breathed fresh life into the timeless tale and combined the elegance of classical ballet with modern sensibilities, resulting in a performance that was as emotionally stirring as it was visually enchanting.

Unlike traditional renditions, BCB's Cinderella ventured beyond the surface of the fairytale, introducing symbolic characters that deepened its narrative core. The four elements -- air, fire, water and earth -- and the Goddess of Time took the stage as ethereal forces guiding Cinderella's journey.

Their presence reminded the audience that life is not just about destiny and romance but about living in harmony with nature, time and one's inner strength. This was a Cinderella who does not wait for change but steps forward to claim it -- gracefully and bravely.

The choreography offered moments of technical virtuosity and poetic expression. The company carefully selected pieces from Prokofiev's iconic score, creating a dynamic, fast-paced narrative structure that flowed naturally, especially in Acts II and III, performed without intermission.

[image: Cinderella. Bangkok City Ballet]
Cinderella. Bangkok City Ballet



The pas de deux between Cinderella and the Prince, danced by guest artists Daniela Gomez Perez and Karen Azatyan from Ballett Zurich, stood out as the evening's emotional and technical centrepiece -- a blend of refined classical technique and modern lyrical depth.

Meanwhile, the ensemble work in the "Clock Scene", where dancers represented the gears of time in mesmerising synchronisation, created one of the evening's most powerful visual metaphors.

The set design, lighting and costumes were masterfully woven into the choreography. Audiences were transported seamlessly from Cinderella's modest home to the grandeur of the royal ballroom and back again. One of the most memorable moments came at the stroke of midnight when, in a single breathtaking transformation, Cinderella's gown vanished into a humble dress -- a visual metaphor for the fragility of dreams and the resilience of spirit. The BCB's Cinderella was more than a production -- it was a bold statement of the company's growing artistic maturity and ambition. The evening showcased not just new talent but also a commitment to storytelling that is relevant, reflective and emotionally resonant.

[image: Cinderella. Bangkok City Ballet]
Cinderella. Bangkok City Ballet
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									Exhibition explores humanity's place in nature

									
								

									The undeniable interconnectedness of humans and the natural world is reflected during "Part Of, Not Apart From", which is running at Noble Play, Phloen Chit Road, until Sept 30.
									Presented by 333Artlink, the exhibition invites viewers to reconsider humanity's role within the environment through the lens of contemporary art of four Thai artists -- Amornthep Mahamart, Chatchaiwat Chungchoo, Pratchaya Charernsook and Waritsara Jirattitijaroen.

On display are sculpture, installation and experimental creations that present traces of human existence -- imprinted upon the earth, water and even the air -- while questioning the notion of the Anthropocene, an epoch defined by unprecedented human impact on Earth's ecosystems.

However, the exhibition goes beyond human-centric narratives, encouraging viewers to imagine the silent resilience of nature and other life forms -- plants, animals or even natural materials subtly embedded within artificial objects.

Visitors will encounter water pipes transformed into sculpture, ordinary vessels carrying hidden meanings and speculative plant genetics generated by AI, prompting reflection on the future of all living things. A highlight is the exhibition's immersive spatial design by Elemental Living in collaboration with botanical artist Satit Puttawararak, transforming this urban venue into a seamless meeting point between nature and art.

As a space for questions and reflection beyond art appreciation, this show allows viewers to observe, experiment and reconsider their relationship with the world around them. Whether we are aware of it or not, everything is interconnected -- even the smallest, most fragile or seemingly insignificant things contribute to the fabric of life on Earth.

The exhibition is open for public viewing daily from 8am to 5pm, free of charge. On Fridays, visitors can explore the exhibition in a unique nighttime atmosphere, with special lighting available to reveal hidden layers of the artworks until 9pm.

Visit noblehome.com/nobleplay.
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									Blood campaigner crowned as first Mr Gay Universe Thailand

									
								

									Bangkok Rainbow and its allies last week hosted the grand final of Mr Gay Universe Thailand 2025 at CDC Crystal Hall for a chance to compete in the Mr Gay Universe grand final in India in November. This year, Panupong Pimprasit, a creative director, acting coach and musical actor, was crowned the first Mr Gay Universe Thailand.
									Mr Gay Universe Thailand, which ran for the first time this year, was a pageantry competition to find a Thai representative to vocalise LGBTI rights nationally and globally.

Unlike other pageants, this competition emphasises constructive advocacy. Its distinctive approach is evident in the social campaign component, which constitutes the largest proportion of the total score.

In a conversation with Life, Panupong said he would like to continue his advocacy for LGBTI blood donation after a presentation in the social campaign round earlier this month titled "Empower of Uniblood".

His social campaign was one of two campaigns awarded under the Best Pride Campaign category.

He said the campaign was inspired by his own experience when he was barred from donating blood by the Thai Red Cross after he disclosed his identity as a gay man.

"After being barred from donating, it became a source of trauma and I kept questioning: Why don't they accept my blood? Why do they have to devalue and discriminate us basing on who we are?" he added.

As Thailand is facing blood shortages, he would like to encourage the Thai Red Cross to update its donation policies. Specifically, he advocates for the Red Cross to adopt the FDA Solution, aligning with the principles of Thailand's 20-year National Strategy. This change would allow LGBTI individuals to donate blood through the Thai Red Cross' "Blood Connect" programme, ensuring a sufficient supply of blood to save lives nationwide.

At the same time, it would help to destigmatise the link between LGBTI blood donation and HIV/STIs.

Under his advocacy, he aims to create an online campaign called "Podcast Uniblood Thailand" to collect and share the community's voice who have gone through the same experience as him to raise awareness and push for change in blood donation regulations.

"My victory is not about the sash I wear but my victory will happen if every LGBTI individual can donate blood, which is also our victory as well," he ended.
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									Thai women shine at global summit in Berlin

									
								

									The Global Summit of Women is held annually and rotates among different host countries. In 2025, the summit celebrated its 35th anniversary and took place in Berlin, the capital of Germany. The main theme of this year's summit was "Women Restoring Values In The Digital Age".
									Thailand previously hosted the summit in 2022, which was a grand and highly successful event. It brought together nearly 1,000 women leaders from both public and private sectors around the world. It was one of the first major international events held in Thailand after the Covid-19 pandemic and received widespread praise.

This year, Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul, chair of the Thai committee, along with Supatra Chirathivat and ML Priyapan Sridhavat, represented the Thai delegation at the summit. Additionally, two Thai women executives were invited to speak and share their visions on the main stage -- Piyajit Ruckariyapong, CEO of Sappe Public Company Limited, and Dr Narisa Chauvidul-Aw, CEO of KogoPay (Thailand).

The summit was held earlier this month and gathered over 1,000 international women leaders from 60 countries around the world. Many countries sent large delegations, such as groups of businesswomen from Europe, America, China and South Korea.

[image: Irene Natividad. P]
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Each year, outstanding Thai women leaders with international capabilities are selected to participate as speakers on the global stage, showcasing the professionalism and world-class standards of Thai CEOs and entrepreneurs. This initiative aims to reshape perceptions of Thai women, Thai people and Thailand as a whole -- highlighting the country's potential and quality to build global confidence in Thailand.

Throughout the summit, many insightful topics were discussed, providing significant value to attendees and broader society. On the first day, Kobkarn, in her role as a former minister of Tourism and Sports, participated in a session where she shared updates on Thailand's new online child protection legislation, which is set to be passed by Parliament. The law aims to reduce exploitation of Thai youth, and preserve the global image of Thai children and women. This effort follows through on a commitment made by Dr Wandee Khunchornyakong Juljarern, former president of the Interior Ministry Housewife Association, during the closing ceremony of the 2022 Global Summit of Women in Bangkok. At that time, she pledged that Thailand would work to ensure children and women could live with dignity and pride.

Irene Natividad, the long-standing and highly respected president of the summit, consistently inspires women leaders and entrepreneurs to keep learning, stay ahead of global changes, foster creativity and develop visionary thinking. By encouraging dialogue and the exchange of experiences among participants, the summit promotes stronger relationships, friendships and genuine goodwill -- laying the foundation for mutual support and long-term collaboration.

The Global Summit of Women in 2026 will be held in Istanbul, Turkey.

[image: Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul and Dr Narisa Chauvidul-Aw.]
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									Join Fujifilm's photo walk through  Bangkok's historic neighbourhoods

									
								

									Photography enthusiasts of all levels are invited to discover new perspectives at three iconic Bangkok neighbourhoods during Fujikina Bangkok 2025, which will take place on Aug 2 and 3 from 10am to 6pm.
									Held under the theme "The Redefined Classic" by Fujifilm (Thailand), this is a major touch and try event offering a photo walk with top photographers across Song Wat, Charoen Krung and Talad Noi -- each rich in character and storytelling.

At each location, participants will get exclusive hands-on experience with X-E5, Fujifilm's latest mirrorless digital camera that blends timeless design with cutting-edge technology.

Set to deliver tips and techniques for using the X-E5 in various scenarios and photography styles will be professional photographers including Fee Ekkarat, Pang Nitchai and Amp Puttipong. They will be sharing exclusive insights on composition, camera modes and creative approaches to capturing the character of these historic neighbourhoods with the X-E5.

Each site will also feature a curated photo gallery and demonstration videos designed to inspire new perspectives and storytelling through photography.

Participants who visit at least two locations will receive exclusive limited-edition souvenirs, while those who complete all three will take home either a QuickSnap disposable film camera or a special Fujifilm bag of their choice.

The check-in spots include Tungchae Art Space, a new cafe nestled in the nostalgic streets of Song Wat Road; FotoClub, a historic film lab in the Charoen Krung area that has long been a haven for analogue photography lovers; and Wongwaiwit, a vibrant community space in Talad Noi.

Participants can join the experience by bringing their favourite Fujifilm camera, with a daily capacity of up to 60 people per day. Alongside hands-on sessions with the new X-E5 and expert-led technique workshops, all participants will receive an exclusive Fujifilm souvenir.

Advanced registrations are required. Visit facebook.com/X.seriesThailand.
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MONEY FLOWING INTO SHARE
BUYBACKS (2001-2025)

More money has been flowing into share buybacks in 2025 than in previous years.
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