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Opinions
Is the fix in for Ghislaine Maxwell? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers started at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.

(The Washington Post)


By Karen Tumulty | 2025-07-24
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Opinions
The next Iranian massacre is unfolding in plain sight
The regime is reviving its darkest tactics -- and testing the world's willingness to act.

Portraits of slain Iranians are displayed in an area of Esplanades des Invalides in Paris on July 8. (Delphine Touitou/AFP/Getty Images)


By Stephen J. Rapp | 2025-07-24
Stephen J. Rapp was chief of prosecutions at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda and the prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone. He served as U.S. ambassador at large for war crimes issues from 2009 to 2015.
As a former international prosecutor, I am compelled to speak out against a pattern of escalating human rights violations in Iran, a pattern that evokes the darkest chapters of that country's history and demands a sustained international response. At stake is not only justice for the victims, but also the world's credibility in preventing mass atrocities.
The Islamic Republic of Iran has never hesitated to use lethal force against dissent. A stark example came in 2019 when hundreds of Iranians were gunned down for protesting fuel price hikes. Despite international outcry, that bloodshed was a prelude, not a climax.
Three years later, the death of a young woman, Mahsa Amini, at the hands of the "morality police" sparked a national uprising. This time, the regime responded with strategic brutality: more than 750 protesters killed and about 30,000 arrested. But executions -- not gunfire -- became the regime's long-term weapon of repression. In 2023, more than 850 people were put to death. In 2024, the number approached 1,000. This year, a U.N. special rapporteur warned that Iran is set to surpass that figure again.
At least a dozen protesters from the 2022 uprising have already been hanged. Others, accused of vague crimes such as "enmity against God" (moharebeh), are condemned for affiliations with opposition groups. These judicial killings are not just sporadic. They are calculated measures to suppress dissent and reassert control in the aftermath of two nationwide uprisings, as well as the most recent war with Israel.
The regime's response to its perceived vulnerability in the wake of that conflict has become increasingly aggressive. While its failures may be attributed to incompetence and the foreign penetration of its security services, its fury is being directed at domestic political opponents. Thousands of Iranians are in danger as parliament now seeks to expedite death sentences in cases involving imagined collaboration with foreign entities.
If the present trajectory continues, Iran's execution tally for 2025 could exceed any in modern memory -- except, perhaps, for the horror of 1988. That summer, approximately 30,000 political prisoners were summarily executed. Their only crime was "holding onto their belief" in a democratic opposition. The death commissions responsible for those atrocities are now praised for their brutality.
This month, the Fars News Agency -- a mouthpiece of the Revolutionary Guard Corps -- published a chilling editorial heralding the death commissions as a "successful historical experience." Calls for renewed purging of political dissidents have followed. Three activists allegedly linked to the Mujahedin-e-Khalq, a prominent dissident organization -- Farshad Etemadi-Far, Masoud Jamei and Alireza Mardasi -- were sentenced to death in July. The charge: moharebeh, the same justification used by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini in 1988. Hundreds of other cases are pending.
In 1988, Iranian activists attempted to raise alarms throughout the international community as the groundwork was being laid for mass executions. Most Western officials chose to ignore the calls to action. The danger emerging with the latest executions and politically motivated arrests is not just that Iran will perpetrate another massacre, but that the world will repeat its failure in allowing it to happen.
To their credit, some experts and policymakers have already begun raising the alarm. On July 4, 10 experts at the U.N. Human Rights Council denounced the crackdown that began as the 12-day war kicked off on June 13, noting that state-media rhetoric, including calls for "surveillance" and "killings," echoes the regime's prior justifications for the "1988 atrocities."
Impunity breeds impunity. It is incumbent upon global institutions to act now. The U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker Turk, should use his authority to launch a fact-finding mission that would signal to the regime that its judicial murders would be exposed to the world. And democratic governments around the world should impose sanctions on perpetrators of Iran's human rights abuses and downgrade diplomatic relations with Iran until it ends its systematic attempts to kill its political opponents.
We should not be under any illusions about what such moves will be able to achieve in the near term. Iran was already isolated before its 1988 massacres, and yet the regime survives to this day, under varying degrees of censure for its well-documented human rights abuses.
This is, however, no excuse for inaction. As someone experienced in bringing war criminals to justice, I know accountability is slow but never impossible. Iran's rulers may rely on impunity today, but with sustained international effort, tomorrow they can face justice -- either before their own citizens or at an international tribunal yet to be convened.
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They couldn't pay their taxes, so D.C. took it all. Unconstitutionally.
"The taxpayer must render unto Caesar what is Caesar's, but no more."

The Powell family. (Courtesy of Pacific Legal Foundation) 


By Christina Martin | 2025-07-24
Christina Martin, a senior attorney at the law firm Pacific Legal Foundation, was the lead attorney in the Supreme Court case Tyler v. Hennepin County and is representing Juanita Powell in the constitutional challenge to D.C.'s tax foreclosure law.
Two years ago, the U.S. Supreme Court unanimously ruled that the government violates the Constitution when it takes property to pay a tax debt and keeps more than what is owed. That landmark decision affirmed the importance of private property rights.
But, apparently, Washington, D.C., officials didn't get the message -- or worse yet, are choosing to ignore the court's decision. D.C. law still does not comply with the ruling, allowing the government and investors to take the entire value of a home as payment for much smaller debts.
Now that law is being challenged in court.
In the District case, the Powell family fell behind on paying property taxes on their home after a series of deaths in the family. The remaining family members have struggled to pick up the pieces ever since, especially after they were caught up by the District's shockingly punitive tax law.
The Powell home, assessed at more than $713,000, has belonged to the family for almost a century. Mattie and Gaston Powell Sr., the original owners, left the house to their children, all of whom are now elderly or deceased. One son lived in the house until he died in 2020, during the covid pandemic. Shortly after, the District labeled the house "vacant," causing the property taxes to skyrocket from roughly $5,000 per year to $30,000 per year.
At the same time, Gaston Powell Jr. -- the eldest son, who had been managing the property for his siblings since their father's death -- became sick and died after a two-year fight with cancer. During Gaston Jr.'s illness, another sibling took over paying the taxes; however, the $30,000-per-year bills quickly mounted, with late penalties and 18 percent interest on the overdue amounts. The annual tax rate doubled again (now to more than $71,000 per year) when the District later deemed the property "blighted."
The family made a valiant effort to save the house but could not keep up. When the delinquent tax bill reached $41,733, the city sold the tax debt to a private investment company. Under D.C. law, that company can collect 18 percent interest on the debt, and if the debt is not paid, it can foreclose and take the whole property -- including all the home equity -- for itself.
Yet the 2023 Supreme Court case Tyler v. Hennepin County held that the Constitution forbids such confiscations. In that case, Hennepin County, Minnesota, took 94-year-old Geraldine Tyler's condo to pay $2,300 in property taxes, plus almost $13,000 in penalties, interest, fees and costs. The county sold the condo for $40,000 and kept every penny -- $25,000 more than Tyler's total debt.
The Supreme Court unanimously held that the county government had violated the Constitution by taking more than what Tyler owed: "A taxpayer who loses her $40,000 house to the State to fulfill a $15,000 tax debt has made a far greater contribution to the public fisc than she owed. The taxpayer must render unto Caesar what is Caesar's, but no more," the decision read.
Juanita Powell -- Gaston Jr.'s 85-year-old widow -- is now asking the District's Superior Court to ensure that the city adhere to the Tyler decision. And she is asking the court to protect her family from unconstitutionally excessive vacant and blighted property "taxes," which are thinly disguised fines that prevented her family from repairing the house and finding a renter or buyer for the property.
There is no reason for D.C. (or Congress) to wait for the Superior Court to enforce the Constitution. D.C. law should be fixed quickly to protect all property owners from unconstitutional and unjust taking of their generational wealth. The District has not yet responded to the Powell lawsuit, but so far, it has not given any indication that it plans to fix its laws.
Thanks to Tyler, most states with similar predatory tax foreclosure laws have passed legislation to better protect property rights. D.C. ought to do the same. Indeed, it has an easy solution at hand, since its laws already protect home equity from such confiscation in owner-occupied homes. The city could simply extend that law to cover all properties. But if the District fails to act soon, Congress should step in to ensure compliance with the Constitution.
These reforms are especially important to protect vulnerable populations, such as the elderly and the ill, who -- as the Powell family's story shows -- are far more likely to fall behind on property taxes as medical bills and infirmities take their toll.
To be sure, homeowners are required to pay taxes on their property and the government can, as a last resort, seize property to satisfy unpaid tax debts. But, according to Tyler, it can't take more than it's owed.
It's time for our nation's capital to comply with that common-sense rule.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/07/24/district-confiscation-private-property-taxes/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Opinions
Republicans are adding health care taxes -- but not on the rich
It's not too late for Congress to extend existing tax breaks for working families.

House Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-Louisiana) talks to reporters at the Capitol on July 2. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


By Gene Sperling  | 2025-07-24
Gene Sperling was director of the National Economic Council under Presidents Bill Clinton and Barack Obama and was a senior adviser to President Joe Biden.
A core principle of the Republican budget bill was that extending existing federal tax cuts should not be counted as raising the deficit because they are already part of "current policy." By the same logic, Republicans argued that letting the cuts expire at the end of this year would be a tax increase.
And so, Congress extended and made permanent President Donald Trump's Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 -- while claiming the move would not increase the deficit.
Republicans were rock-solid on this principle even when it came to tax cuts for the uber-wealthy. The One Big Beautiful Bill preserved the 2017 tax cuts' lower rate for the highest earners as well as a $30 million estate tax exemption for wealthy couples.
Yet when it came to working Americans, it turned out this was far from an ironclad commitment. Stunningly, Republicans entirely rejected the "current policy" concept for the Biden-era increase in the Affordable Care Act's premium tax credit -- called the "enhanced PTC" -- for millions of workers getting private health insurance in ACA marketplaces. Like the 2017 tax breaks, the enhanced PTC was set to expire at the end of this year. Unlike those breaks, the enhanced PTC is scheduled to die. By Republicans' own principle, this will mean a $335 billion tax increase on working families over the next 10 years.
Make no mistake: Enhanced PTC beneficiaries are not "unwilling to work," a disingenuous and denigrating allegation Republicans are fond of deploying when it comes to cutting Medicaid by nearly $1 trillion  and slashing SNAP. This massive tax increase on health care premiums goes specifically to hard-pressed or middle-class workers and their families -- more than  22 million Americans -- and would lead to 4.2 million completely losing coverage.
Examples: When the enhanced PTC expires, the reduction of the tax credit means a family of four living on $65,000 a year and getting health care through the ACA will pay an extra $2,383. For a typical 60-year-old couple making $82,000, the tax increase will drive their health care up $18,361 -- a devastating 22 percent of their income.
And yet, these figures understate the impact of the expiration of the enhanced PTC. When it's time to sign up for next year's insurance on Nov. 1, many middle-class Americans now receiving the enhanced PTC will quickly discover they have been hit with a one-two punch. They will learn they will both lose their tax credit and face spiking health premiums. Why? Because the generosity and eligibility of the enhanced PTC for health insurance purchased in the ACA marketplaces attracted healthier and thus less expensive consumers who previously risked going without insurance. The expiration of that enticement will lead many of these healthier individuals to opt out, leaving an insurance pool that is less healthy and costs more. The result? Insurers are already submitting plans explicitly attributing additional increases of 3.5 percent to 9.7 percent to the expiration of the enhanced PTC.
Undoubtedly, the White House will claim that those taxpayers will still come out ahead when they factor in the rest of the Republican strategy. That's not the case. A construction worker with a spouse and two children making $65,000 may get a $1,050 income tax cut next year, but with $1,826 in extra costs due to Trump's tariffs and the $2,383 health insurance tax increase, the family will be down about $3,160. A hairdresser making $32,000 who loses $1,162 with the expiration of the enhanced PTC gets a $410 tax cut and a tariff-related price increase of $1,222 -- for a net tax increase of almost $2,000.
Recently, both Politico's "Playbook" podcast and then Punchbowl News reported that a few well-placed Republicans have suggested a de facto mea culpa by extending the enhanced PTC. That clearly reflects emerging concern about their election strategy. Though the One Big Beautiful Bill carefully designed the large bulk of its massive Medicaid cuts to hit after the 2026 midterm elections, more than 20 million Americans  will learn before they sit down for Thanksgiving dinner this year how much Trump's policies will have caused their family spending on health insurance to skyrocket.
It is unlikely that a sudden Republican embrace of the enhanced PTC would fool most midterm voters about the breadth and depth of health care pain to be inflicted by Trump policies. It would not wash away the knowledge that Trump Medicaid cuts and other reductions in the ACA marketplaces would still mean more than 10 million Americans completely losing their health coverage, with countless others losing crucial benefits or access to local hospitals.
But if Trump and fellow Republicans want at least to blur the degree that  their budget bill's commitment to extending tax cuts was  ironclad only for the very well-off -- and not so "beautiful" for millions needing affordable health care -- they need to swallow their partisan pride and permanently extend this signature Biden-Obama tax cut.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/07/24/republican-bill-health-care-taxes/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Opinions
An old GOP group has a new name. It still can't 'restrain' Trump.
From Iran to Ukraine, the president is making bold moves. And his supporters approve.

President Donald Trump delivers remarks during a meeting with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte on July 14 in Washington. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


By Marc Thiessen | 2025-07-24
The neo-isolationist right does not like being called isolationist, a term they know is sullied in the American psyche by its association with the 1940s isolationists who fought to keep the United States out of World War II. So, they are coming up with new euphemisms to describe their noninterventionist approach to the world.
They now want to be called "restrainers." The restrainers don't want to retreat from the world, they claim; they simply want to restrain the use of force, the growth of U.S. military spending and U.S. security commitments abroad.
But their moniker begs a question: Who, exactly, are the restrainers seeking to restrain?
Answer: Donald Trump. Unfortunately for them, six months into his second presidency, Trump is proving to be quite unrestrainable.
The restrainers did not want Trump to bomb the Houthis in Yemen, arguing the terrorist attacks on ships and tankers crossing the Suez Canal, the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden were primarily a European problem. They would have effectively continued the feckless policies of President Joe Biden, who allowed these terrorist proxies of Iran to fire with virtual impunity more than 140 times at merchant vessels and 174 times at U.S. warships.
Trump was having none of it. "The Houthi attack on American vessels will not be tolerated," he declared on Truth Social. He warned the Houthis, "YOUR TIME IS UP, AND YOUR ATTACKS MUST STOP, STARTING TODAY. IF THEY DON'T, HELL WILL RAIN DOWN UPON YOU LIKE NOTHING YOU HAVE EVER SEEN BEFORE!" And he warned Iran that "Support for the Houthi terrorists must end IMMEDIATELY! Do NOT threaten the American People, their President, who has received one of the largest mandates in Presidential History, or Worldwide shipping lanes. If you do, BEWARE, because America will hold you fully accountable and, we won't be nice about it!"
When the Houthis failed to comply, Trump launched a 51-day military campaign, during which U.S. forces struck more than 1,000 Houthi targets, killed hundreds Houthi fighters and leaders, and destroyed their headquarters, weapons depots and missiles poised to be launched -- until the fighting ended with a ceasefire agreement brokered by Oman.
Not very restrained!
The restrainers also did not want Trump to bomb Iran's nuclear program, warning Trump not to listen to the "neocons" and "warmongers" (as Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard put it). Trump ignored their warnings and gave Iran a deadline to peacefully give up its nuclear weapons program.
When it failed to do so, he launched Operation Midnight Hammer, deploying a squadron of B-2 bombers that "obliterated" Iran's nuclear sites. He warned Iran he would subject its Supreme Leader to "A VERY UGLY AND IGNOMINIOUS DEATH" if they killed a single American in retaliation. And, to the horror of the neo-isolationists, he declared on Truth Social soon after the attack: "It's not politically correct to use the term, 'Regime Change,' but if the current Iranian Regime is unable to MAKE IRAN GREAT AGAIN, why wouldn't there be a Regime change??? MIGA!!!" Iran backed down. With his decisive action, Trump delivered a devastating setback to Iran's nuclear ambitions and brought an end to the Iran-Israel war after just 12 days of fighting.
The restrainers also did not want Trump to arm Ukraine. Indeed, restrainers inside the Pentagon suspended U.S. weapons shipments to Ukraine without Trump's knowledge. They were not paying attention to Trump's repeated warnings that if Russian leader Vladimir Putin did not agree to his efforts to broker peace, he would give Ukraine more weapons than it has ever received from the U.S. and impose crippling secondary tariffs on all oil coming out of Russia. Now that Putin has rejected Trump's peace efforts, Trump is delivering on those promises -- sending Ukraine advanced U.S.-made weaponry (purchased for Kyiv by European allies), including rockets, artillery and Patriot air defense systems, and giving Putin 50 days to come to the peace table or see his economy crushed.
None of this should come as a surprise. Trump's second term actions are consistent with his first term record, when he drove the Islamic State from its caliphate, bombed Syria (twice) for using chemical weapons on its people, gave the green light for the U.S. military to take out hundreds of Wagner Group mercenaries in eastern Syria, launched a cyberattack on Russia targeting St. Petersburg's Internet Research Agency, armed Ukraine with Javelin anti-tank missiles and killed then-leader of Iran's Quds Force Qasem Soleimani. Trump is not, and never was, an isolationist.
Neither are his supporters. A CBS News poll finds that 94 percent of self-identified MAGA Republicans support Trump's strikes on Iran's nuclear facilities. And 65 percent of Trump voters say they agree with his decision to increase the sale of weapons to Ukraine, while just 22 percent are opposed, according to a new Echelon Insights poll.
This should not be a surprise either. Polling by the Ronald Reagan Institute has consistently shown that MAGA Republicans are more hawkish and supportive of U.S. leadership on the world stage than establishment Republicans: 73 percent of MAGA Republicans want the U.S. to be "more engaged and take the lead" on foreign policy; 74 percent say that "U.S. involvement with international affairs is mostly beneficial for the U.S."; 84 percent say "the U.S. has a moral obligation to stand up for human rights and democracy whenever possible in international affairs"; 71 percent support "the U.S. responding with military force if a NATO ally in Europe was attacked"; and 73 percent would support "taking military action to defend Taiwan" if China were to attack or blockade the island.
In other words, the "restrainers" are out of step with both Trump and his supporters. They are a tiny minority in the GOP, which has tried to hijack the MAGA movement to advance their neo-isolationist agenda -- and are now finding just how isolated they really are. Indeed, the only thing as satisfying as watching Trump exercise bold American leadership on the world stage over the past six months has been watching the isolationists realize that Trump is not one of them.
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Let the dead rest. Return these tribal remains. 
Antigone was right. UCSB needs to return its tribal remains. 

(Mer Young/For The Washington Post)


By Robin Satori | 2025-07-24
Robin Satori is an English PhD student at the University of California, Santa Barbara.
Last month at the University of California at Santa Barbara, a student theater troupe, the Public Domain Players, staged Sophocles's "Antigone" -- the story of a young woman who defies the edicts of a tyrannical ruler to honor her brother with a proper burial. The play reverberated eerily on campus, where a similar burial clash is playing out.
Antigone's act of civil disobedience underscores the timeless conflict between individual moral duty and state-imposed law. In Sophocles's tale, the newly crowned ruler of Thebes, King Creon, proclaims that loyalty to the state must eclipse all other obligations -- even those owed to the dead. He decrees that Polynices, who led a rebellion against the city, is to be denied burial rites, branding him a traitor unworthy of honor. Antigone refuses to accept this. She covers her brother's body with earth, performing the sacred funeral rites despite knowing that such an act defies the king's wish and carries a sentence of death. When confronted, she speaks not of rebellion, but of a deeper allegiance -- to love, not to hate. For that allegiance, she is condemned to be buried alive, choosing fidelity to kin and the gods over obedience to a man-made law.
To witness this performance on the university campus is to feel an uncanny echo. UCSB has held in its possession thousands of ancestral remains and funerary objects from the Chumash Indigenous people who once occupied its land, collected over decades for anthropological research. Despite the enactment of the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act in 1990 and California's own more recent Repatriation Act, which mandate the return of such remains to their respective tribes, UCSB has been cited by state audits for its slow compliance.
A 2023 investigative report by the Daily Nexus, UC Santa Barbara's student newspaper, revealed that UCSB's repository of Indigenous artifacts is so vast and complex that it may take years to fully catalogue and repatriate the items. The report highlighted that the university's collection, housed beneath the Humanities and Social Sciences Building, includes sacred objects and human remains, and has been out of compliance with repatriation laws for decades. Faculty members cited underfunding and understaffing as primary reasons for the delay.
Of the 730 individuals whose remains have been held by UCSB, only 417 have been repatriated. Of the 21,912 funerary and cultural items in the university's possession, almost 10,000 remain unrepatriated: catalogued, boxed, or still waiting to be inventoried.
The Chumash community has long sought the return of their ancestors' remains for proper reburial, just as Antigone pleaded for her brother's dignity in death. At a recent gathering at the Chumash Casino Resort, tribal leaders, elders, cultural resource officers and university coordinators came together to share stories, strategies and grief. Tribal Chairman Kenneth Kahn spoke with restrained hope, expressing satisfaction at recent policy shifts that finally grant tribal authority in decisions about their own heritage. Yet beneath that cautious optimism lies the fatigue of a community that has spent decades reminding institutions that these are not just artifacts -- they are relatives.
Repatriation is not a favor. And every delay, every hesitation, every request for "more time" reverberates as a failure to acknowledge what the Chumash have never forgotten: that their dead still wait to come home. In Antigone's world, the denial of burial is not only cruel -- it is the denial of identity, dignity and memory. To leave a body unburied is to leave a soul unrested, Antigone declares.
And yet, many of us walk across this campus without asking who lies beneath, or who lies in storage. In "Antigone," Creon insists that legal authority overrides moral duty. Bureaucracies today say it differently. Regulations, funding delays, institutional inertia -- all of these form the modern syntax of refusal. No longer do we say: "No." We say: "Pending review." We say: "Awaiting compliance." We say: "Too complex to resolve quickly."
But complexity should never be a shield against justice. Antigone asserts that unwritten divine laws supersede human decrees, emphasizing the sacred duty to honor the dead. Similarly, the Chumash people's call for the return of their ancestors is not merely a legal matter but a profound moral imperative.
A university, like a city or a state, is shaped by the ethics it chooses to honor. We have an opportunity to step out of Creon's long shadow -- by returning remains in accordance with the law, by listening to the Chumash, by honoring the fact that not all knowledge is ours to keep, and not all bones belong in boxes labeled "research."
Who are we, if we refuse the dead their rest? The ancient Greeks believed that the gods watched what we did with the bodies of the dead. But we don't need divine wrath to know that something is deeply wrong when a people must fight to bury their ancestors. We, the living, are the chorus now. The question is: Will we speak?
The illustration portrays Petra Pico, a Chumash elder and basket weaver, and one of her baskets.
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The Post's View
How to track educational performance? Here's a good start.
States should be pressing for school accountability. To do that, they need data.

(iStock)


By Editorial Board | 2025-07-23
What are the best ways to measure whether an education system is preparing students for life after high school? That's a difficult question to answer because of a lack of quality data. But thanks to the National Governors Association, that could soon change.
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis (D) focused his year-long term as chair of the bipartisan association on reframing how states measure and track educational readiness from kindergarten through 12th grade. He convened seven meetings around the country to hear from experts on which metrics, beyond literacy and math, matter most to prepare children for long-term success. The result is a report that he will unveil next week in Colorado Springs at the annual summer gathering of governors, and that he shared with The Post's Editorial Board.
The governor's view is that states value what they measure; therefore, they need to more carefully track whether young people are getting the tools they need to thrive. "We don't want states to achieve success by reducing standards," Polis said.
He believes readiness rests on four elements: academic foundations, workforce preparedness, civic engagement and lifelong well-being. The first three are fairly self-explanatory, and academic research has identified dozens of data points that predict success. Measuring well-being, on the other hand, is much tougher than tracking the availability of apprenticeships or Advanced Placement courses. Themes that came up repeatedly during Polis's listening sessions are that students should finish high school with a strong sense of self, psychological skills to persevere through hardship, and a clear, attainable path toward a meaningful and contributive adult life.
Polis acknowledged that metrics for such soft skills probably are not well suited to controlling funding formulas because they can lead to reference bias or potential data manipulation. Nonetheless, they're valuable to monitor.
Polis understands that making data publicly available, in as close to real time as possible, will drive accountability and lead to continuous improvement. Numbers on chronic absenteeism by school, for instance, could generate public pressure on principals to get more students back into classrooms. Highlighting how schools are doing on nonacademic indicators, such as the availability of after-school programs for science and technology, might similarly empower families to advocate more effectively.
Three states already offer great examples of educational dashboards that others should build upon. Indiana measures students' work ethic, communication and collaboration skills, and civic, financial and digital literacy. Kentucky tracks how its high school graduates perform in college, including grade point average and credits earned. Rhode Island measures chronic absenteeism and an array of other data.
The NGA plans to launch a pilot project this fall to help five states build out customized dashboards over 18 months, with hopes that others will follow. Applications will open after next week.
The chairmanship of the NGA typically rotates between Republicans and Democrats, and the governor who gets the job picks a signature initiative. Last year, Utah Gov. Spencer Cox (R) focused on "healthy conflict" and how to "disagree better." The year before, New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy (D) devised a playbook for how states could address the youth mental health crisis.
In 2005, the NGA spearheaded an initiative -- which all 50 governors at the time signed on to -- to improve data collection and reporting about graduation rates. Six years later, the federal government began requiring states to do so. But while graduation rates peaked in the subsequent years, graduates didn't necessarily become better equipped for college,  trades or the military.
Polis, who is halfway through his second term as governor, issued a data-focused executive order earlier this year to compel five state agencies to share data so that Colorado can create a cradle-to-career coordination system that tracks how kids are doing, longitudinally, from pre-K through high school into higher education and the workforce. The governor has a libertarian bent and believes that states will have an interest in prioritizing different metrics tailored to their own needs based on industries in the region and the jobs they think will be available in the future.
At a time when the Trump administration is seeking to eliminate the Education Department to return as much power as possible to the states over setting standards, governors feel a sense of urgency to better track student progress. Knowing which states are doing the best job will allow for easier imitation and for the scaling-up of good ideas. Competition among schools, districts and states will lead to more students being ready for whatever the future  holds.
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Letters to the Editor
Investigate Biden's health in office, but investigate Trump's, too
Plus: How the opioid settlement can be used to help save more lives

(Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-07-23
The argument in the July 11 editorial, "Why Congress should investigate Biden's health," that Congress should investigate Joe Biden's health while he served as president, would have been far stronger if the board had also argued for looking into President Donald Trump's health.
Investigating Biden's situation after the fact might help support arguments for greater transparency and awareness. But politicizing the move by focusing on one party dooms the effort at this point.
Furthermore, demonstrating a clear, current focus on fitness for service strengthens the argument for investigating Biden's health now. And need  I mention, investigating Trump's health would highlight any risks the nation faces now -- not just hypothetically, were Biden to have won the 2024 election. Examining what health-related assessments are the norm in high-level executive positions in both private- and public-sector organizations would also offer insights into how Congress should handle these cases.
Tom Martella, Washington
The July 11 editorial on the congressional investigation into former president Joe Biden's health during his administration cited a number of concerns. Those included forgetting names of top aides, use of teleprompters and tiredness, which imply that Biden might have been unable to fully exercise the duties of the presidency. The editorial also pushed for Kevin O'Connor, Biden's onetime doctor, to be more forthcoming about his patient's health despite confidentiality laws that apply to health records.
To expect an unbiased and nonpolitical investigation into this matter as the editorial would want is ludicrous, given the political environment of Congress. Though such an investigation could be useful, it could only provide meaningful information if conducted by an independent team of experts and if not politically motivated. Congress could authorize such a review. Congress's job is to investigate and react to what is going on in the country by proposing laws. What laws would be proposed after an investigation into Biden's health? Limit the age at which a candidate could run for president? Such an action would probably require a constitutional amendment and take years to enact.
Though Biden might have exhibited some of the symptoms of age, whether they affected his ability to function as president is doubtful, as he achieved many positive things for the country during his term. With so much at stake in the country these days, Congress should spend its time on much more pressing issues.
Jared Wermiel, Silver Spring
Sadly, the "unflinching investigation into Biden's fitness" that the July 11 editorial advocated would probably never happen in today's Congress. Extreme polarization has made it impossible.
Democrats do not have faith in Rep. James Comer (R-Kentucky), chairman of the Oversight Committee, to conduct a proper investigation. Nor should they, given that Comer's impeachment investigation of President Joe Biden was unbecoming of Congress. Even Comer's witness, conservative legal scholar Jonathan Turley, testified there was not enough evidence for impeachment.
So, unlike the Editorial Board, I am not the least bit disappointed that former White House physician Kevin O'Connor is refusing to testify.
But I do agree fully with the Editorial Board that Americans deserve an unflinching investigation into Biden's health. I am a Democrat of 45 years, and I am extremely disappointed in what has occurred with what seems to me to be a cover-up into the serious matter of a president's health. Democrats' claim that Donald Trump was a threat to democracy was undermined when they appeared to hide from American voters the condition of their 2024 presidential candidate. Attempting to conceal the true condition of their candidate would be  a threat to democracy.
Bruce Kirby, Rockville
Does it really matter whether Congress investigates former president Joe Biden's health in office, as the July 11 editorial charged?  He's retired. Leave him alone. Here's a better idea: Investigate the health of our current president. He's the only one who should really matter to Congress.
During Donald Trump's first term, dozens of psychiatrists and mental health experts collaborated on a book alerting the American public to the potential danger he posed. Clues to Trump's mental state have been plainly observable for many years. So have at it, lawmakers. But, if they determine that Trump suffers from a health issue that makes him unfit for office, they must act for the nation's good and not for political advantage.
Paul Mazich, Yorktown, Virginia
The writer is a retired commander in the U.S. Navy.
Regarding the July 19 editorial, "The opioid settlement can help save lives":
Naloxone, or Narcan, is a lifesaving tool, and expanding its accessibility should absolutely be a key target of opioid settlement fund spending. But it is not the only strategy worthy of investment.
The settlement agreement allows for the funds to be used for opioid use disorder and other substance use disorders, recognizing the high rates of poly-substance use and that substance-specific strategies are often ineffective (particularly for prevention). These funds provide an unprecedented opportunity to address our nation's addiction crisis. Let's encourage states to spend them on the things that we know work not only to reduce opioid overdoses but also to end the recurring cycles of addiction and drug epidemics. Spending all settlement funds on increasing access to naloxone will not prevent the emergence of the next drug epidemic. This can only be done by investing the settlement funds in effective prevention strategies that promote resilience and emotional well-being among youths, targeting the root causes of substance use and an array of other negative health and social outcomes.
Though naloxone is a powerful tool for preventing overdoses, it will not prevent drug use, nor is it a treatment for addiction. It only reverses opioid overdoses; it does not reduce deaths from other major contributors to preventable deaths in the United States: alcohol and tobacco.
Treatment, particularly Food and Drug Administration-approved medications for opioid use disorder, is also a critical tool for reducing overdoses. The suggestion that treatment only works for people willing to seek it out ignores the reality that treatment is widely unavailable and often unaffordable. Expanding access to effective treatment must also be a key focus of the settlement fund spending.
States should absolutely use the settlement funds to prevent opioid overdoses and save lives. The danger is in suggesting that there is one solution to this multifaceted crisis.
Lindsey Vuolo, New York
Linda Richter, Scarsdale, New York
Lindsey Vuolo is vice president of health law and policy at the Partnership to End Addiction. Linda Richter is senior vice president of prevention research and analysis.
In 2013, we worked on the development of the White House drug strategy, which recommended broader access to naloxone and also recognized the need for an expanded system of care for people with substance use disorder.
We are encouraged by The Post's July 19 editorial that called attention to the persistent issue of overdose deaths facing the United States. We also appreciated the Editorial Board's desire to see opioid settlement dollars spent on evidence-based interventions that will reduce overdose deaths. We heartily agree and have dedicated our careers to advancing these interventions.
However, though we agree that naloxone and overdose prevention efforts are key elements of a state or local community's response to overdose deaths, naloxone cannot be the primary or sole response simply because this investment alone will not yield the greatest possible impact.
Methadone and buprenorphine are the most evidence-based treatment medications for opioid use disorder, and they can have the biggest impact on mortality. That's because these medications provide long-term overdose prevention, decreasing mortality by nearly 50 percent; they support sustained recovery and improved outcomes for individuals, as well as stability for families and communities; and naloxone is estimated to have only a 3.6 percent mortality prevention effect.
Treatment medications dramatically lessen illicit opioid use, thereby driving down the risk of overdose (and the demand for illicit opioids such as fentanyl).
As the editorial states, long-term efforts are needed, but we must also look to the evidence to drive effective strategies that improve lives and prevent deaths.
Regina LaBelle, Takoma Park
Caleb Banta-Green, Seattle
Regina LaBelle was acting director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy in the Biden administration and also served at ONDCP in the Obama administration. Caleb Banta-Green was a senior science adviser at the White House ONDCP during the Obama administration.
Post Opinions wants to know: What would you add to a time capsule to represent America today? Share your response, and it might be published as a letter to the editor.
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Opinions
11 tips for becoming a columnist
Here's my advice for handling the awesome responsibility of this job.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Catherine Rampell | 2025-07-23
So you wanna be a columnist, eh?
Young aspiring journalists and wizened elders often ask how I scored this sweet gig. Truth is, I don't entirely know. There's no chance of replicating the particular mix of skill, work and (mostly) serendipity that contributed to my path here.
Still, I can offer advice to other lucky pundits who land this perch. Lord knows my own track record is far from perfect, but here are 11 pointers  and principles I've aspired to:
Unfortunately, the overlap in the Venn diagram of those two categories is slim. There's often a trade-off between short-term interestingness and long-term reputation. You can get more clicks today with a bold prediction or hot take, then have egg on your face almost immediately thereafter. Or you can be a little safer or more boring today, but potentially more credible tomorrow.
Of course, that credibility might be worthless if no one reads you.
All pundits have different risk tolerances in this trade-off. Social media and the more fractured news landscape have increased incentives for hot takes. In a just world, maybe there would be greater reputational penalties for getting wild, bold predictions wrong all the time. But even if it's not always apparent from audience reaction or short-term virality, your sources will remember when you got over your skis.
When evaluating an unflattering comment, scandal or study from some faction you dislike, ask yourself: How would you react if the protagonist were  someone with views sympathetic to yours? Conversely, if someone you usually agree with fouls up or offers some thinly sourced claim (e.g., "x pays for itself"), would you accept it credulously if it came from the other side?
On policy claims specifically, a lot of political groups have effectively hacked the journalistic brain. They produce studies (really, "studies") to reverse-engineer evidence for a preferred political position. Just because something is called research -- maybe it even has footnotes, equations, other superficial trappings of scholarship -- doesn't mean it's correct. Enlist a neutral, skeptical expert source to stress-test the findings. Especially when they seem too good to check.
You do your intellectual allies, or those who think of themselves as such, no favors by withholding good advice. This was a major lesson of the Bidenflation phenomenon. You might also be at your most persuasive when perceived as breaking from your usual bedfellows. Critics will have a harder time writing you off as a crank or a bad-faith enemy. Again: Credibility matters.
Yes, you will get hate mail. Some of the nastiest attacks I've received over the years (a high bar) came from people who assumed I was on their "team," then felt betrayed when I wrote something they disagreed with.
Don't let this cow you. Some of your colleagues are literally reporting from war zones! Surely you can withstand a few mean tweets.
It's okay -- often useful -- to dispute the conventional wisdom. But contrarianism shouldn't be your entire personality. If you are being provocative, that provocation should be in service of some higher objective. The bravest writers aren't the ones most willing to enrage audiences; it's those who are indifferent as to whether any particular column earns them friends or enemies, so long as they get it right.
Some of this is just about using your influence responsibly. I wrote lots of contrarian takes when I was a student journalist and stakes were low. But a national column is a bigger and more consequential platform! Don't write something you don't really believe. People with power might read it and believe it, too.
This is particularly important in the Trump era, when "flood the zone" refers to both unhinged presidential commentary and monumental policy changes. Yes, the colorful tweet or White House drama is easier to cover than some technical new law or regulation. But the latter is more likely to affect real people's lives. And precisely because it's harder to report on, it's where you can add more value.
One of my most deeply held political beliefs is that complexity rewards demagogues. Don't enable the demagogues by simply reporting what they say; explain what they're doing and what the stakes are.
Map out your thoughts before you start writing. If you haven't really thought something through, you will never get it right on paper.
The burden of clarity is always on the writer, as my sixth-grade English teacher once taught me.
You'll be tempted to ignore this dictum in the current media environment. Some political operations (and aligned news outlets) will deliberately misread your work to score points or embarrass you. But some sources of confusion are common among normal, good-faith readers, too. Don't get mad at them. Just get better.
Things that seem obvious to you often need to be spelled out. This might require repeating basic definitions and clarifications across multiple columns. Do not assume readers have already studied your prior oeuvre, unless those readers are your mom. (Hi, Mom!)
I will judge you if you do this.
If you barely have enough material to compose 750 to 800 words -- standard column length -- that probably means you're wrong about something. You need much broader knowledge to know what you don't know and avoid invisible trip wires.
Plus, if you have no scraps left on the cutting-room floor, it might mean your entire column was just the scraps to begin with.
Be suspicious of anyone who claims to have all the answers, even if they give flashier quotes or make better TV. Instead, trust people who say, "I don't know." Especially trust those who acknowledge when they get things wrong.
The same applies to your own views: When facts or evidence change, your mind should, too. That's a sign of intellectual strength, not weakness. Prepare to be transparent about when and why your positions evolved. You will take heat for it, but you'll boost your authority in the long run.
What core values do you stand for? What will you not excuse away, as the proverbial frog boils? Maybe your lodestars are different from mine. That's fine (even if you're wrong). But know what they are, and make sure you are working toward them in your writing. You'll be a stronger and more persuasive columnist, and probably a better citizen, too.
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Opinions
Why the 'Late Show' cancellation worries me about the American public
The loss of Stephen Colbert's show is another sign of how we are losing our shared ties.

People protest after CBS announced the cancellation of Stephen Colbert's "Late Show" outside the Ed Sullivan Theater in New York on Monday. (Ryan Murphy/Reuters)


By Megan McArdle | 2025-07-23
When Calvin Coolidge died, Dorothy Parker is said to have remarked, "How can they tell?" I felt the same way when CBS announced it was canceling Stephen Colbert's "Late Show." At some point, I probably registered that Colbert had taken over the network's late-night franchise, but if I did, I quickly forgot it. I never watched the show, because I literally can't recall the last time I watched network television, outside of presidential debates.
In a survey last year by Statista, only 59 percent of Americans said they had watched "linear television" (read: broadcast, cable or satellite shows) in the past 12 months, down from 79 percent five years ago. That reality is visible in Colbert's ratings, which declined from 3.1 million viewers in the 2017-2018 season to 1.9 million last year, with only a couple hundred thousand viewers in the critical 18-49 segment that advertisers covet. Advertising dollars similarly fell by about 40 percent, driving the show to a reported $40 million loss.
That, and not Colbert's politics, is the primary thing you should be thinking about when you ask why the show was canceled. The great unbundling of the old networks and cable packages meant that late-night shows were no longer a hot media property but an economic liability.
Yes, Paramount, which owns CBS, wants to consummate a merger with Skydance for which it needs the Trump administration's blessing. And yes, Colbert's highly visible ideology probably alienated viewers looking for some light entertainment, not a heavy dose of left-wing politics. Arguably, the political inflection made the show less funny, since humor depends on surprise, and Democratic politics long ago became pretty predictable.
But it would have been much harder to cancel a show that was making the network lots of money -- or at least generating prestige and buzz. By the time CBS pulled the plug, late-night shows were no longer even doing that. They survived well into the cord-cutting era by generating viral clips on social media, which maintained their position as a cultural hub and encouraged viewers to watch in hopes of catching the next viral moment in real time. But sometime during the pandemic, that cultural centrality started to erode. These days, when someone pulls out their phone to show me a clip from one of the shows, it is likely to be one that aired years ago.
And that is why you should be concerned about what Colbert's cancellation means for American democracy -- not because it's a sign of a corporation bending the knee to a would-be dictator, but because it's a sign of the unbundling of the American public. Ensconced in our homes, watching our custom-tailored streaming feeds, we simply have fewer and fewer things in common.
That's visible even when we leave the house, where about the only national experiences we seem to have in common are Starbucks and Target. The pews of major religious denominations are sparse, the lodges and service organizations and Veterans of Foreign Wars halls are closing, libraries are morphing into social service providers, and Scouting is in managed decline. Meanwhile, the institutions we still have in common, such as public schools, have been riven by a divisive form of politics that often makes them feel like battlegrounds, rather than a shared national project. And America needs a shared national story, a common understanding of something, to hold together as a nation.
But it's hard to find that project when increasingly we're not even leaving the house. Between 2003 and 2022, time spent at home rose by 1 hour 39 minutes a day. That's a long-term trend, not just the result of the pandemic or the remote work revolution; we're socializing less and spending more time alone, especially young people. And a lot of what we are doing is consuming tailored content, curated for us by a personal algorithm.
In some ways, the Colbert show was a symptom of that shift. The sharp leftward lurch that consumed American media companies was driven by social media algorithms that rewarded left-wing political hot takes with high engagement. Media companies followed those rewards precisely because they were no longer catering to a truly mass audience but to niche fandoms. Having come of age in the long shadow of truly mass media, many of the people in those institutions might  have thought they were moving public opinion into the progressive future, but in fact it was fan service for a narrow demographic.
Now the algorithms have changed, and so have young people, who rarely turn on their televisions today. There's no future in late-night TV, for the network or for America. CBS could have cut some costs and ridden the show's aging demographic into the sunset for a while longer. But it was obvious where things were headed, and it's not surprising that when the journey got bumpy, the network decided the ride was over.
But if it's not exactly a shock -- it's still incredibly sad to lose a show that was a cultural touchstone for decades. A mite dangerous, too, given that it looks as though CBS was appeasing a president the show often opposed (even if that's not the case). But what's most worrying is that we have no obvious successor to the unifying force that late-night shows used to be. America might  no longer want "The Late Show." But it needs some way to hear the same stories, laugh at the same jokes and gather around the collective water cooler to talk about what they mean.
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Opinions
Trump has turned FEMA itself into a disaster 
The Trump administration is mired in delays for deciding on governors' requests for FEMA help.

A sheriff's deputy pauses while combing through the banks of the Guadalupe River near Camp Mystic on July 5 in Hunt, Texas, after a flash flood swept through the area. (Julio Cortez/AP)


By Sarah Labowitz | 2025-07-23
Sarah Labowitz is a senior fellow in the Sustainability, Climate and Geopolitics Program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
At a July 12 news conference about the federal response to the devastating floods in Texas, Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem said, "What you saw from our response in Texas is going to be a lot of how President Trump envisions what FEMA would look like in the future."
In the days after the Hill Country floods, parts of FEMA showed up in Central Texas in the way that we have come to expect: The president approved Gov. Greg Abbott's July 5 disaster declaration request the following day, and some FEMA staff deployed to the region and began coordinating among federal agencies to help local and state first responders. That said, search and rescue was delayed for three critical days because of new spending approval processes under Noem, and on Monday, the head of this elite team resigned.
I study disasters, and the data shows that FEMA's response in Texas is the exception to the Trump administration's rules for disaster response. In fact, we should be looking at another recent disaster -- one in St. Louis -- to anticipate what's to come for people who face disasters this hurricane season: long waits for federal help, stress on local responders and a confusing path toward getting help to people living through the worst moments of their lives.
On May 16, five people died in the deadliest tornado in Missouri since 1959. The tornado cut a swath 23 miles long through the heart of St. Louis, causing an estimated $1.6 billion in damage that Mayor Cara Spencer told me has a $300 million price tag just for cleanup. Gov. Mike Kehoe made his first request to FEMA on May 19, for an emergency management declaration that would have unlocked up to $5 million for "public safety, public health and debris removal." He made another request on May 25 for a major disaster declaration. Despite the extraordinary damage, the administration sat on both requests until June 9, when it denied the emergency management request and finally approved the major disaster declaration.
For three weeks, FEMA did not deploy to St. Louis, leaving local first responders to manage search and rescue, sheltering, debris cleanup and damage surveys on their own. Spencer described the overwhelming responsibility of triaging the response with a small emergency management team. "Our cities aren't equipped to deal with thousands of displaced people overnight," she told me. "That's what we were expecting [FEMA] to help with."
Worse still, thousands of people who just lost the roof over their heads couldn't apply to FEMA for even a basic $770 payment to get fresh food and medicine, much less FEMA's larger programs to help households with the costs of uninsured losses.
My team at Carnegie runs the Disaster Dollar Database, which tracks federal spending on disaster recovery. We looked at disaster declaration data to explore the Trump administration's model for disaster response. Unfortunately for those of us who live in disaster-prone places that might need FEMA this hurricane season, the administration is showing a concerning pattern in how it's deciding on governors' requests for FEMA help.
The data shows batches of requests that build up over weeks, then get approved (or denied) all at once, with much higher than normal numbers of open requests sitting on FEMA's desk. This year, in the two-week period before hurricane season started on June 1, the average number of open requests from governors was 13, compared to an average of four for the last nine years.
That pattern has continued since the start of hurricane season. Disasters happen, governors request federal help when their own capacity and budgets have been overwhelmed, and the disasters get added to a growing queue until the president responds. As of Tuesday, there were 13 open requests from governors, including for landslides and flooding in Oregon that started in February, flash flooding in Maryland in May that trapped hundreds of students in an elementary school, and multiple tornadoes across Oklahoma in mid-June. On Wednesday morning, however, FEMA announced partial approval of a batch of seven declaration requests, including for Oregon.
When we visualized disaster response patterns for the period from February to July this year and last year, they show starkly different results. In 2024, the data shows an ongoing cycle of review without the batching effect that defines this year.
The data paints a similar picture as a June CNN report: The administration is consolidating decision-making authority at the White House for disaster declarations, rather than relying on long-standing practice of receiving recommendations on an ongoing basis from FEMA professionals.
The disaster system as it evolved over the past half-century -- since Southern governors requested that an agency be formed to coordinate the many federal entities involved in disaster response -- is far from perfect, but it has traditionally been formulaic and nonpartisan.
State and local governments can't afford to wait to get ready for this new era of erratic disaster response. That means getting serious about land-use planning, early warning systems and hardening public and private buildings for the kind of weather places across the country now regularly experience. Legislatures will have to appropriate funds for disaster recovery and hazard mitigation. Local governments will have to hire more emergency management professionals and take on unpopular political fights to raise building code standards and get homes out of danger zones.
Spencer described the grueling weeks after the tornado as a terrifying time in a city stretched to the limits, operating without clarity from federal partners. But, she said, "We were doing so much because we didn't have a choice." That's a terrible place for any city to be in.
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D.C. Council chair sets vote on RFK site after reaching deal with Commanders
RFK Stadium redevelopment deal nears vote after D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson reaches updated agreement with Washington Commanders. 

The RFK Stadium site was the home of Washington sports teams and their fans for nearly six decades. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


By Jenny Gathright | 2025-07-24
D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) has reached a modified agreement with the Washington Commanders to redevelop the RFK Stadium site with public funds, bringing the football team one step closer to returning to its so-called "spiritual home" -- and bringing Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) one step closer to a project she hopes will cement her legacy.
Mendelson's deal with the team, announced Thursday, keeps intact much of the initial $3.7 billion agreement the Commanders negotiated with Bowser earlier this year. But it does make some adjustments like diverting certain tax revenue to the city's coffers and getting the Commanders to agree to provide $50 million in community benefits.
The agreement still faces a series of votes by the D.C. Council, the first of which Mendelson scheduled for Aug. 1, after the council's hears public testimony on Tuesday and Wednesday from residents, Bowser officials and Commanders reps.
"Overwhelmingly, residents have asked the Council for due diligence on this multi-billion-dollar deal," Mendelson said in a press release. "And under immense outside pressure to rush the process, I feel that, along with next weeks' hearings, the Council will have what's needed to move forward with a vote."
Commanders president Mark Clouse thanked the council for its collaboration in a statement Thursday. "Through this process, we've seen firsthand how committed our city's leaders are to building a strong future for the District," he said.
Mendelson's announcement comes after he faced escalating pressure from Bowser, the Commanders, and even Republican congressman James Comer (R-Kentucky) to vote on the deal this summer, with Commanders executives arguing that any further delay would risk upsetting sensitive construction timelines and Bowser warning about the unlikely possibility that the team would abandon a D.C. stadium entirely. President Donald Trump produced some additional uncertainty this week, after he said on social media that he would hold up the stadium deal if the Commanders did not change their name back to their controversial former moniker.
Mendelson cast his agreement with the Commanders as a win for D.C. taxpayers that would shave hundreds of millions in public funds from the mayor's original agreement with the team.
Still, the deal does not satisfy some of the wishes expressed by other city lawmakers, who have largely signaled they plan to approve the stadium deal but have also outlined some demands for improving the deal. The vote next week stands to show whether lawmakers will stand firm on those demands-- which range from forging a more comprehensive labor agreement with unions to receiving more substantive rent payments from the team -- or whether they will decide Mendelson's savings are good enough.
The agreement Bowser and the team announced in the spring set a July 15 deadline for council approval. But the council did not receive the full financial details about the proposal until weeks later and has also been in the process of approving the city's $22 billion budget on a compressed schedule.
Bowser's version of the RFK site deal included not only a stadium but also retail space, park space, affordable housing and a Sportsplex to be run by D.C.'s Department of Parks and Recreation.
Under their agreement, the Commanders would put up $2.7 billion for the redevelopment -- a figure Bowser has repeatedly called the largest single private investment in city history -- and the city would contribute about a billion in taxpayer dollars. Of those public funds, $500 million would be spent on stadium infrastructure, and would be raised through the same fee on businesses that funded Nationals Park. That deal also earmarked $350 million in city funds on parking garages, though the team would retain all the parking revenue, and the city would also kick in about $200 million for utilities work and a transit study.
Mendelson's changes leave much of the agreement untouched with several key changes, according to his office's press release.
First, the deal would divert tax revenue from parking, food and beverage sales and merchandise to the District's general coffers instead of contributing it to a fund that reinvests in the stadium site. Parking revenue from non-stadium-event days would also go to the city under Mendelson's deal. The deal also refines a planned community benefits fund, securing a $50 million investment, including programs connecting D.C. youth to sports. The earlier deal did not have a dollar amount attached.
The team would also relocate its senior leadership and sales office to D.C., which they previously had not promised. The deal also specifies deadlines for the Commanders -- who, under the deal, will act as the master developer for a swath of the RFK site -- to complete affordable housing and retail projects, and lays out penalties in the form of rent payments if they do not deliver the construction on time, Mendelson's office said.
When Bowser and the Commanders first announced their agreement, they said they planned to open the stadium by 2030 -- a timeline that a report on the deal commissioned by the council recently called "compressed and unforgiving."
Speaking on 106.7 the Fan on Thursday ahead of Mendelson's announcement, Bowser said she was confident in that timeline given the news of the council's imminent vote -- and "very pleased that the council has taken up the urgency of the situation."
One of the co-hosts asked Bowser whether delivering the RFK Stadium and development would mark her crowning achievement as mayor. Bowser said it would be "up there," probably in her top five or top three achievements.
"In life and especially in politics, there are windows of opportunity," Bowser went on. "Our window opened when Josh [Harris] bought this team, we secured the land, we got a deal. That's our window. But it can close. And you've seen even just this week how risk and interference can make things really shaky. And that's why we've got to get through the window."
Meagan Flynn and Nicki Jhabvala contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Hot today and sweltering Friday; weekend storm chances rise
Heat indexes may approach 105 Friday.

(angela n.)


By David Streit, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2025-07-24
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Afternoon highs in the upper 80s to low 90s work up a sweat under mostly sunny skies, although the humidity still isn't terrible.
What's next? The heat plaguing the South reaches our area Friday with highs well into the 90s and the heat index soaring to 100 to 105. Weekend highs are only incrementally less hot with scattered storms possible each afternoon and evening.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
This Republican senator wants Congress to have more oversight of D.C.
"If this actually got enacted, it would be truly damaging to the District's ability to govern," D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson said in a statement.

Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah), pictured in 2024, says "America's capital city should be the envy of the world, not a national embarrassment." (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Olivia George | 2025-07-24
Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah) filed a bill Wednesday that would expand the federal government's ability to flex its muscles over D.C. affairs by adding a new mechanism for congressional oversight on local laws enacted even in an emergency.
The proposal would alter the Home Rule Act -- the decades-old law that offers D.C. residents some semblance of self-governance -- by requiring the city to send short-term, emergency legislation to Congress within three days after enacting it. It comes at a time when the city is fielding numerous threats from President Donald Trump and congressional Republicans to undermine local autonomy.
Because of D.C.'s lack of statehood and unique status as a federal enclave, legislation passed by the D.C. Council then goes to Congress for both the House and Senate to review. During that period, Congress can pass what is called a joint disapproval resolution, rebuking the act. If the president agrees, the act doesn't become law.
Currently, however, the council can enact legislation on an emergency basis that goes into effect immediately for up to 90 days and without congressional review. Lee's proposed legislation would change that, offering Congress a path to pass disapproval resolutions on emergency legislation, too.
"America's capital city should be the envy of the world, not a national embarrassment," Lee, a frequent critic of D.C. policies who has proposed repealing the Home Rule Act, said in a statement to The Washington Post. "If the Council is not willing to tackle crime, clean up the city, and cooperate with federal law enforcement, it makes sense that they would want to operate in the shadows -- but sunlight is the best disinfectant."
His bill joins a slew of measures proposed by Republican members of Congress, increasingly eager to exercise their significant authority over the District on issues including police reform and automated traffic enforcement.
The prospects of Lee's bill making it to Trump's desk are unclear.
"If this actually got enacted, it would be truly damaging to the District's ability to govern," D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson said in a statement to The Post. "And it's not as if Congress is speedy in its considering the needs of the District. Exhibit A: they couldn't get 15 judges confirmed for our courts, which currently have almost a quarter of the seats vacant. Exhibit B: we're still waiting for the House to take up the Senate-fix to the Continuing Resolution debacle. And of course, nothing could go through Senator Lee's proposed process, right now, with a House suddenly on recess until September."

Some members of Congress are increasingly eager to exercise authority over the District on issues including police reform and automated traffic enforcement. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades/For The Washington Post) 


The office of Rep. Harriet Hageman (R-Wyoming) said she is sponsoring the same legislation in the House and, like Lee, appears motivated by a step taken by the D.C. Council this year to shut the public out of many of its meetings, including any sessions with Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D).
"The American people deserve transparency, not backroom deals and political scheming," Hageman said in a statement to The Post. "The City Council and Mayor of the District of Columbia attempting to bypass open meeting laws is a clear partisan effort to hide their agenda and undermine President Trump's mission to restore safety and order in our nation's capital."
The Council first enacted the privacy changes on an emergency-legislation basis.
The push from local elected officials to give themselves broader latitude to conduct business in secret came as the council and mayor face accelerating incursions into local affairs by the GOP-led Congress, which this year passed a spending bill that prompted deep cuts to D.C.'s budget -- matters that council members argue require them to be able to quickly meet as a group without worrying about violating open-meetings rules.
The move raised concerns about transparency, with the D.C. Open Government Coalition urging officials to vote against it. In a letter to council members, the coalition agreed that "the city is facing unprecedented attacks on our right to self-determination" but said the local legislation posed "a substantial threat to the right of D.C. residents to see and hear about what their government is doing on their behalf, and to fulfill their duty as part of an informed electorate."
After the emergency measure passed, Lee filed a bill to repeal it, saying the council should conduct its business in public while the city is in the federal spotlight.
Meanwhile, the council advanced a temporary version of the same bill in an effort to extend their changes to the city's Open Meetings Act. That temporary bill passed last month, enacting a 225-day version of the initial emergency legislation.
On Wednesday, Lee also filed a joint resolution to quell that version. (Temporary bills still have to go through congressional review.)
In 2023, both chambers of Congress flexed their power over D.C. by voting to block the District's major police accountability legislation. While Republicans led the push, seeking to frame the legislation as "anti-police," some Democrats in the House and Senate joined them. But President Joe Biden vetoed the effort, saying the local legislation contained "common-sense" changes aimed at enhancing public trust.

D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser and President Donald Trump in the Oval Office this year. (Annabelle Gordon/For The Washington Post)


This week, House Republicans advanced a hulking effort to overwrite a swath of D.C. laws and restrict local spending, touching facets of city life from health care to public safety in a move that frustrated local leaders who have few options to stave off federal intervention.
And earlier this year, Trump signed an executive order establishing a task force focused on making D.C. "safe and beautiful," directing a panel of federal advisers to study matters such as cleaning up federal parklands in D.C. and cracking down on illegal immigration in the region.
Meagan Flynn and Jenny Gathright contributed to this report.
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Local Education
At this summer camp, kids build soccer-playing, relay-racing robots 
The DC Public Schools' summer enrichment program includes a robotics camp where kids design, build, and compete with their own robots.

Students practice operating a robot during a summer enrichment program run by D.C. Public Schools. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


By Lauren Lumpkin | 2025-07-24
After days of planning, building and testing, Laila Harris's long-armed, orange-clawed, wheeled robot was ready.
She and her classmates were preparing for the Robot Olympics competition at Brookland Middle School's summer day camp. The middle-schoolers had spent the last three weeks coding, building and perfecting their machines to compete in games like robot soccer, a relay race and a cube sorter.
Among those watching was D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) who attempted to use Laila's robot to pick up a small purple cube, only to have it repeatedly slip out of the machine's grip.
"You might need to approach it with open arms," Laila politely suggested. The teen eventually took over, directing her robot to pick up the cube and drop it into a plastic bucket with ease.

Summer program participant Laila Harris, 13, shows D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser how to operate her robot at Brookland Middle School on July 17. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


The robotics camp is one of dozens of programs being offered across D.C. this summer as part of the city's strategy to keep children safe and engaged in school. Officials are also imposing a curfew this summer that requires children 17 and under to be off the streets by 11 p.m.
"They're involved in social media chats and meetups, and not all the activity is positive," Bowser said. "So I think as a society -- not just as a government, but as a community, as family, as church, as all of the other important institutions -- we need to continue to think of ways to engage young people and give them the positive attention and feedback ... that they are seeking in sometimes negative behavior."
But just a portion of students are taking part in programs run by the city, and enrollment has stayed flat. This summer, 2,014 students were enrolled in summer activities managed by D.C. Public Schools compared to 2,018 last summer. In both years, the school district budgeted $2.5 million for summer enrichment, according to data shared by the district.
There was, however, an uptick among middle-schoolers -- an age group that has traditionally been underserved by the city's vast menu of enrichment programs -- from 354 children last year to 399 this summer.
The city's long-running Mayor Marion S. Barry Summer Youth Employment Program, a separate initiative that sets young people up with temporary jobs, is expected to employ 12,000 teens this year -- on par with last year. The Department of Parks and Recreation has 8,562 kids in its camps this summer, down from 8,900 last year.
Roughly two dozen nonprofits that received $1.5 million in grants specifically to run summer camps are projected to work with 1,033 children, a figure that is consistent with last year. Those grants are part of a larger pool of dollars managed by the deputy mayor for education's office, which provides grants to nonprofits that host year-round activities for thousands of kids. Bowser requested $27 million in grant funding for those providers in her fiscal year 2026 budget -- the same amount that was budgeted for the last two years.
When asked why she did not ask the D.C. Council for more, Bowser referred to the city's financial picture, where officials have projected a $1 billion shortfall over the next several years.
"Are you familiar with our budget situation? That's your answer," Bowser said.

Students build a robot according to an instruction manual at Brookland Middle School on July 17. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)



This summer, 2,014 students are enrolled in summer activities managed by D.C. Public Schools (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


The D.C. Public Schools' programs are free, including meals and field trips. The robotics and medical program group has journeyed so far this summer to the National Inventors Hall of Fame in Alexandria, Virginia, and the National Museum of Health and Medicine in Silver Spring, Maryland, where one student recalled seeing an amputated leg. Next up: A trip to the National Air and Space Museum.
Laila didn't think she'd like building robots. She and her sister, Sasha, were initially more interested in the second half of the day camp called "Mini Medics," where students learn the basics of health care and medicine.
"I didn't know that we were going to do robotics. But when we first got there, I started having so much fun I forgot what I was really there for," she said.
She grew to love the challenge of getting her machine to move in the way she wanted. It took about four days to build the robot that befuddled the mayor.
"Once you start it, it's either you'll have fun or you'll get frustrated, and when you get frustrated, you'll just try to do better," Laila added.
Rabiah Harris, a STEM teacher at Eliot-Hine Middle School, is teaching the robotics camp for the third year. She said the program gives kids like the Laila and Sasha -- no relation -- a chance to try something new in a low-pressure environment.
"They're still getting to use their brain in a way that's helpful, but then not necessarily feeling too overwhelmed," she said. "There's no grade coming. It doesn't matter if your robot doesn't work in the end. Of course, we want you to be successful, but if it doesn't work out, then it's okay. We'll just try again tomorrow."
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Local Crime & Public Safety
He was on death row. Now he's suing the men who put him there.
John Huffington served 32 years, 10 on death row, before he was released in 2013 and later pardoned. Now he wants damages from the police and prosecutors who handled his case.

John Huffington served 32 years in prison for a double homicide in Harford County, Md., which he did not commit. He was later pardoned. (Tom Jackman/TWP)


By Tom Jackman | 2025-07-24
A Maryland man who was twice sentenced to death for a pair of murders he didn't commit, and then served 32 years in prison before being released, is suing the prosecutors and police detectives who mishandled his case, though he has now outlived four of the five people he says caused his decades of wrongful imprisonment.
John N. Huffington, 62, battled the chief prosecutor of Harford County, Maryland, Joseph I. Cassilly, from his arrest in 1981 at age 18, through two trials and then his release in 2013. And he played a role in Cassilly's disbarment as a lawyer in 2021, an extremely rare sanction for a prosecutor, officials with the Innocence Project said. The release was triggered after a reporter for The Washington Post discovered a letter the FBI had sent to Cassilly in 1999 saying the evidence used to convict Huffington was flawed and an agent had testified falsely -- and Cassilly never told anyone.
The courts ordered a new trial, and more than 40 years later, Cassilly was still in office and still adamant that Huffington killed Diane Becker and Joseph Hudson in Abingdon, Maryland, in May 1981. Rather than face a third trial, Huffington said he reluctantly entered an Alford plea in 2017, in which a defendant doesn't admit guilt but acknowledges the evidence is sufficient to find guilt. He was sentenced to his 32 years of time served, including 10 years on death row.
In 2023, Gov. Larry Hogan (R) pardoned Huffington, and later that year he was awarded $2.9 million under a state program to compensate those wrongly convicted. Even while awaiting his third trial, Huffington had begun working as a logistics manager for a company that salvages buildings and provides job training in Baltimore, then oversaw a staff of 25 as director of workforce development for the Living Classrooms Foundation.
Now he is suing Cassilly, as well as the assistant state's attorney on his case, Gerard Comen, the Harford County government -- now headed by Cassilly's brother Bob Cassilly -- and the Harford County Sheriff's Office detectives David Saneman, William Van Horn and Wesley J. Picha. All but Saneman are now dead, according to the lawsuit filed July 15 in federal court in Baltimore. Saneman said Wednesday he had not seen or heard of the suit and declined to comment. Cassilly's widow did not return a request for comment, and survivors of the other three defendants could not be reached.
"Harford County government has been improperly named in this case," said Matt Button, a spokesman for the county. "The Harford County State's Attorney's Office and the Harford County Sheriff's Office are state offices, and their employees are state employees, not employees of Harford County government." The lawsuit alleges that Cassilly, as "the chief policymaker" for the prosecutor's office "was a Harford County employee." Cassilly died in January.
"It took many, many painful years," Huffington said in a news release, "but the truth eventually came out about my case. But here's another painful truth: All of those years I spent behind bars damaged and strained my relationships," which included prison officials refusing to allow him to attend his mother's funeral. And by the time he was released, his father was in his 90s and diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease.
"Neither of my parents ever got to see and understand my name was cleared and I was free," Huffington said.
A co-defendant who was a prime suspect from the start testified against Huffington in 1981, was convicted in a separate trial and served 27 years after prosecutors did not seek the death penalty. Huffington appealed his conviction, won a new trial, was convicted again in 1983, and again sentenced to death. In 1992, he was resentenced to life imprisonment and continued to challenge his convictions.
Then in 1997, the FBI sent a letter to Cassilly telling him they were investigating the FBI special agent who had analyzed evidence in the case, Michael Malone. Cassilly didn't share that letter, Huffington's suit says. In 1999, the Justice Department sent a letter to Cassilly "informing him that Malone had testified falsely" in Huffington's case, after claiming hair evidence at the scene matched Huffington.
In 2011, while working on a story about the Justice Department's refusal to inform defendants of the FBI's use of flawed evidence such as hair comparisons, The Post uncovered the letter to Cassilly and provided it to Huffington's attorneys at Ropes & Gray, who represented Huffington for more than 30 years. Tests done in 2013 showed Huffington was not the source of hair found at one of the two murder scenes. A new trial was ordered, and Huffington was out.
Huffington told The Post in 2019 that his Alford plea "was easily the hardest decision of my life. I didn't want to do that."
But he felt he had worked into a position where he was advocating effectively for those who needed it, having an impact on a variety of lives, and didn't want to risk it with another trial.
Further investigation revealed more evidence Cassilly had withheld over the years and misstatements he made in court about them. The lawsuit cites five other cases in which Cassilly and Van Horn coerced witnesses into false testimony. Cassilly said even after his disbarment that he had done nothing wrong and still believed Huffington was guilty. Huffington filed the bar complaint that led to Cassilly losing his license.
"These convictions," said Antonio M. Romanucci, one of Huffington's lawyers, "were fundamentally wrongheaded and never should have happened. John Huffington paid dearly for the insufficient investigation and prosecution with decades of his life, deep trauma to his personal relationships, and a derailment of his reputation, career aspirations and earning potential."
The case will be heard by U.S. District Judge Brendan A. Hurson in Baltimore.
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Maryland Politics
Trump denies Maryland's request for FEMA aid after devastating floods
The Trump administration turned down Gov. Wes Moore's request for $15.8 million in disaster relief for Western Maryland's flooding in May.

An aerial view of the flooded downtown area in Westernport, Maryland, on May 13. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


By Katie Shepherd | 2025-07-24
The White House on Wednesday denied Democratic Gov. Wes Moore's request for $15.8 million in disaster relief funds from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, or FEMA, to pay for repairs after heavy floods swept through Western Maryland in May.
From May 12 to 14, extreme rainfall caused water to rise to a historic 12.4 feet in Georges Creek, which spilled over and forced evacuations in Allegany and Garrett counties. Schoolchildren were ferried to safety by boat. The floods damaged more than 200 homes, numerous businesses, roads, bridges, railroads, sewer systems, drinking water and public utilities in several Western Maryland towns, including Westernport.
"These communities demonstrated a clear need through FEMA's own process, and Maryland will appeal the decision to seek all available resources to support the recovery efforts," Moore said in a statement responding to the denial.
Maryland's need met federal thresholds -- $321,460 for Allegany County and $11,674,953 for the state -- that typically trigger public assistance from FEMA, Moore said. Still, the state's request for aid was denied.
A letter from a senior FEMA official said the agency "determined that supplemental federal assistance under the Stafford Act is not warranted." The letter did not further explain the decision or the process that officials used to deny the funding.
The agency did not immediately return an inquiry about how often it rejects applications for public assistance.
Another kind of aid provided by FEMA, known as individual assistance, helps households pay for housing and repairs after natural disasters. According to a Government Accountability Office report published in May, about 38 percent of individual assistance applications nationally were rejected between fiscal years 2020 and 2023. The rejection rate was even higher in previous years, the report found, with as many as 45 percent of requests denied.
People who apply for individual assistance in states such as Maryland and Virginia, where wealthy communities skew statewide property-value figures higher than property values in rural pockets of the state, may be disadvantaged in applying for individual assistance because of the formula that FEMA uses to administer that aid. That formula probably contributed to Virginia getting public assistance to repair flood damage in April, even though FEMA did not grant individual assistance at the same time.
The rejection of Moore's request for federal aid came a day after President Donald Trump announced that he was granting requests for disaster relief from several other states, including West Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana and Michigan.
Trump has in the past threatened to deny disaster relief to his political adversaries, including in Democratic-run states like California, which requested aid for devastating wildfires last year. Recent  relief went to states run by governors of both parties, although all were states that voted for Trump in 2024.
Last month, Maryland's congressional delegation -- including the state's lone Republican, Rep. Andy Harris, who chairs the far-right House Freedom Caucus -- wrote a letter to the president asking him to authorize FEMA funds to help repair the flood damage.
After Trump denied the request, Sens. Chris Van Hollen and Angela Alsobrooks and Rep. April McClain Delaney made a joint statement urging Trump to reconsider providing aid to the two counties, which lean heavily Republican, though they are represented in the U.S. House by Delaney, a Democrat.
"Marylanders in Allegany and Garrett Counties were hard-hit by May's historically intense storms," the three federal lawmakers said in a statement. "Two months after flash flooding tore through these communities, they are still in need of support to repair public schools and libraries that were inundated, roads and bridges that were washed out, and homes and businesses that were left severely damaged."
In a statement shared with The Washington Post, the White House emphasized the responsibility of local and state governments to help pay for damages following natural disasters.
"The President responds to each request for Federal assistance under the Stafford Act with great care and consideration, ensuring American tax dollars are used appropriately and efficiently by the states to supplement -- not substitute, their obligation to respond to and recover from disasters," White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said in an email. "The Trump administration remains committed to empowering and working with State and local governments to invest in their own resilience before disaster strikes, making response less urgent and recovery less prolonged."
Maryland has faced several recent setbacks in its relationship with the federal government. Last month, the state lost 3,500 federal jobs, making the largest single-month drop in that job sector in nearly three decades. Trump this month also reneged on a plan to move the FBI headquarters to Greenbelt, Maryland, instead vowing to keep the agency in D.C. and move it to the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center.
Maryland can formally appeal the decision with FEMA within 30 days, and Moore said he would do so.
In the meantime, the state has provided some money to communities in Allegany and Garrett counties to begin rebuilding. The state has provided $459,375 from the State Disaster Recovery Fund, which lawmakers created in 2023 but which has since shrunk because of budget shortfalls. The state allocated $2 million to the fund in fiscal 2025 but reduced that allocation by $500,000 this year. The governor also provided an additional $1 million through the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program.
"We will continue to stand with our fellow Marylanders in Western Maryland as they rebuild from the damage caused in May," Moore said.
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Higher Education
Trump administration widens probes into Virginia's largest public university
The Trump administration has launched a fourth investigation into George Mason University over its diversity, equity and inclusion policies.

George Mason University President Gregory Washington, speaking during the dedication of a campus memorial in 2022, has received support from the Northern Virginia business community. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post) 


By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2025-07-23
The Trump administration has launched its fourth investigation in as many weeks into George Mason University, the latest in an effort that some at the Virginia university believe is an attempt to oust its president over diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives.
Gregory Washington, George Mason's first Black president, has repeatedly and publicly defended the school, rejecting allegations that the university had policies that were discriminatory. In recent days, he's also received a wave of support from some at the university and in the community.
The Justice Department notified George Mason on Monday that it would investigate possible discrimination on grounds of race or national origin in the school's admissions and student benefits policies. It comes days after the department launched a probe into the university's hiring and promotions practices.
Meanwhile, the Education Department initiated two inquiries earlier this month over similar allegations of discrimination at the Northern Virginia university.
The newest Justice Department letter stated that students must be entitled to access the school's programs without discrimination, but it did not outline specific legal violations or complaints. George Mason, Virginia's largest public four-year university, has an acceptance rate of 90 percent.
"Racial segregation regarding access to programs, facilities, or any facet of the student life is illegal," Assistant Attorney General Harmeet K. Dhillon wrote in a letter to the university. "Preferential treatment toward or advantages given to one group of students (and the denial of the same to other groups of students) on the basis of race is illegal. A school administration's deliberate indifference to a racially hostile educational environment is illegal."
In a news release announcing the inquiry, the Justice Department said the investigation also would examine the school's response to antisemitism allegations on campus. The letter did not explicitly mention discrimination toward Jews.
The Justice Department declined to comment on the inquiries.
As the school faces increasing scrutiny from the Trump administration, the office of Virginia Attorney General Jason S. Miyares -- which represents Virginia's public colleges -- has retained a law firm co-founded by President Donald Trump's former attorney general, William P. Barr, said Miyares spokesperson Shaun Kenney.
George Mason's Board of Visitors, the school's governing body, said in a statement it would "respond fully and promptly" to the investigations and intends to keep the public informed.
"The Board of Visitors has a fiduciary obligation both to George Mason University as an institution and to the Commonwealth of Virginia to ensure that the University continues to thrive as the largest public university in Virginia," the statement said. "This includes making sure that GMU fully complies with federal antidiscrimination laws as it excels in its mission."
The inquiries launched in quick succession mirror the Justice Department's probing of the University of Virginia in recent months and other efforts by the Trump administration and Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) to shape higher education and root out what they see as liberal causes. At U-Va., President James E. Ryan resigned last month after Justice officials sent seven letters over a few months alleging racial discrimination and other alleged violations as a result of the school's DEI policies.
U.S. Rep. Robert C. "Bobby" Scott (Virginia), the leading Democrat on the House Committee on Education and the Workforce, called the investigations "troubling."
"This is the second time in less than a month that the Trump Administration has sought to undermine the independence of Virginia's higher education institutions," he said in a statement.
Once a commuter school, George Mason has become the largest public four-year university in Virginia, with more than 40,000 students. Its Antonin Scalia Law School is known as one of the country's more conservative law schools, and some of its current and former board members have worked at or have connections with the Heritage Foundation, the organization behind Project 2025.

The campus of George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia. It has become the largest public four-year university in Virginia, with more than 40,000 students. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


Some at George Mason worry that the Trump administration is conducting a pressure campaign to try to oust Washington, who has led the university since 2020.
Washington couldn't be reached for comment. But in a pair of letters sent last week, Washington said the university's board was being represented by Torridon Law. He wrote that the board "opted to outsource the university's engagement with federal agencies" to the firm, and as a result, university staff could not contact the Justice Department to learn more about the complaints.
The law firm -- which did not respond to a request for comment Tuesday -- counts Barr and Trump's former legal counsel Pat Cipollone as partners, and former secretary of state Michael R. Pompeo as counsel, according to its website.
"Though university staff is no longer coordinating the university response, I can assure you that George Mason has always operated with a commitment to equality under the law, ever since our inception," Washington wrote on July 16. "Our diversity efforts are designed to expand opportunity and build inclusive excellence -- not to exclude or advantage any group unlawfully."
Still, he again rejected the allegations and sought to defend the school's actions.
He said the first probe was based on "outdated digital posts" and a 2020 town hall in the wake of the police killing of George Floyd.
"As part of addressing this national reckoning, we were examining ourselves, looking for ways to become better," he said, noting that the school has followed Virginia law that directs state agencies to address "barriers to equal employment opportunities," among other diversity issues.
On Tuesday, seven Democratic Virginia lawmakers who are Jewish or are members of Jewish families sent a letter to Charles Stimson, the head of George Mason's governing board, saying they stood with Washington and praised his work for addressing antisemitism on campus.
"We also know first-hand that George Mason University is a welcoming campus that combats antisemitism and other forms of bigotry," they wrote, saying they are "beyond ashamed to witness the misguided and unjust assault on George Mason University."
The same day, the George Mason chapter of the American Association of University Professors passed a vote of no confidence in the Board of Visitors, calling on the body to defend Washington, commit to academic freedom and consult faculty representatives in the school's response to federal inquiries.
Support for Washington has spread to the business community, too. On Wednesday, the Northern Virginia Technology Council and three local chambers of commerce, said George Mason "plays a vital role" in the region's economy and praised Washington for overseeing an increase in research, partnerships with private companies and student opportunities. It also called on the Board of Visitors to reaffirm its support of Washington's vision.
"We strongly support George Mason University and the strategic direction that Mason's president, Dr. Gregory Washington, has set for the university as a preeminent educational institution that delivers the region's workforce," the statement said. "Simply stated, Mason is advancing our regional future."
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Warming up ahead of a scorching Friday, then storm chances rise
A bit warmer and more humid today, then sizzling by Friday when the heat index could reach near 105.

(Jeannie in D.C.)


By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow | 2025-07-23
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Higher humidity is noticeable but not too bad this evening. Added moisture helps keep temperatures up a bit from recent nights with lows in the mid-60s to low 70s.
What's next? Another notch warmer Thursday, then superhot Friday when the heat index could be near 105 degrees. Rather hot and humid this weekend as storm chances climb.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
D.C. police chief halted firings of officers in fatal chase, report says 
Terence Sutton and Andrew Zabavksy, convicted in the death of Karon Hylton-Brown but pardoned by the president, collected hundreds of thousands of dollars in back pay.

Karon Hylton-Brown, 20, was killed during a 2020 police chase in D.C., sparking a night of destructive civil unrest in the city. ( and Courtesy of Khali Brown/Courtesy of Khali Brown)


By Paul Duggan, Jenny Gathright | 2025-07-23
After two D.C. police officers were convicted of federal crimes stemming from an improper vehicle chase that killed a young Black man and sparked civil unrest in the city, the department's disciplinary division recommended that both men be fired, a decision that "was not a close call" given the strong evidence against them, according to a new report by the Office of the D.C. Auditor.
But after President Donald Trump pardoned Officer Terence Sutton and Lt. Andrew Zabavsky in January while the two were free pending appeals, Police Chief Pamela A. Smith, who supported the clemency, stopped the process of firing the long-suspended officers, according to the report, which was released Wednesday and contains previously undisclosed details about the case.
The review also found that Smith allowed the officers to collect hundreds of thousands of dollars in back pay.
Following the chief's decision to end disciplinary action, Sutton, 41, was reinstated as an officer while Zabavsky, 57, retired in good standing. Before they were suspended without pay more than three years ago, Sutton had been making just over $100,000 annually and Zabavsky's salary was about $140,000, according to a municipal database. The report says Smith signed an agreement giving them "all back pay and lost job benefits accrued since December 2021."
Highly critical of Smith's actions, the report digs into the aftermath of the October 2020, death of 20-year-old Karon Hylton-Brown, who crashed his rented moped during a low-speed chase in the city's Brightwood neighborhood. The incident, among the most contentious in the Metropolitan Police Department's recent history, continues to reverberate after the arduous prosecutions of Sutton and Zabavsky, both White, were abruptly overturned by Trump.
The audit is likely to raise more questions about the department's handling of the case, but Smith struck a defiant tone, rejecting its findings and recommendations.
During a 2022 trial in U.S. District Court in Washington, both officers were found guilty of conspiracy and obstructing justice. Sutton was also convicted of second-degree murder. Prosecutors argued that the three-minute pursuit was illegally reckless and that the two men lied about it afterward in an attempted cover-up.
Among the unanswered questions, until now, was how Smith -- who became chief after Hylton-Brown's death -- handled internal disciplinary proceedings against the officers after the pardons wiped away their convictions and impending prison terms.
As D.C. Council members have pressed Smith on that topic in recent months, the report says, the chief has been publicly vague regarding the "extremely lenient" settlement deals she reached with Sutton and Zabavsky and has provided "incomplete and misleading" testimony at council oversight hearings.
After two decades of progress under previous D.C. chiefs in holding officers more accountable for their on-duty behaviors, the report says, Smith's decision in the Hylton-Brown case represented a significant backslide for the department.
"MPD owes the D.C. community and the public a robust and reliable system for investigating, reviewing, and internally adjudicating uses of force and misconduct," wrote Michael R. Bromwich, a former Justice Department inspector general in the Clinton administration who prepared the report for the D.C. auditor. "But that system fails unless the ultimate discipline imposed by MPD is fair and credible. Ultimately, that responsibility lies with the MPD Chief of Police -- the buck stops with her. In this case, the buck was dropped."
Smith, who received an advance copy of report, responded with a 17-page, single-spaced letter to the auditor's office, rejecting Bromwich's contention that she should have pushed for the officers to be fired instead of exonerating them of administrative charges that they made false statements after the chase, as alleged by the department's internal affairs bureau.
Although Sutton and Zabavsky were found guilty by a federal jury, Smith said she knows far more about the circumstances of the pursuit and about Hylton-Brown's "extensive and violent criminal history" than jurors were permitted to hear during the officers' two-month trial, which ended in December 2022. In September 2024, Sutton was sentenced to 51/2 years in prison and Zabavsky got a four-year term, but they remained free pending their appeals.
Despite the jury's unanimous guilty findings, Smith said in her letter, there was no murder and no obstruction of justice. "As was made clear during my interview with Mr. Bromwich, he did not view his role in this audit to be that of an objective, impartial auditor," Smith wrote. "As a result, the audit clearly reflects his bias and agenda."
After Trump pardoned the officers on the third day of his new term, Smith approved a statement by the department expressing "thanks" to the president, even though Trump made several false statements in publicly recounting the case.
The chief told Bromwich that before she halted the potential firings of Sutton and Zabavsky, she did not review the trial evidence or read the 172-page findings of an internal affairs investigation that prompted the disciplinary division to recommend termination. "I rely on lawyers whom I pay to do this job to provide me with the facts of the case," the auditor's report quotes her as saying, adding: "I'm trying to run a police department. That's why lawyers are here."
The city auditor's office, a watchdog agency, is headed by former D.C. Council member Kathleen Patterson (D), who was appointed to the post by the council a decade ago. The report issued Wednesday includes 11 detailed recommendations for improving the police department's internal handling of excessive-force cases, but Smith said in her letter, "I reject the audit's findings and recommendations."
Zabavsky's attorney, Christopher Zampogna, said his client "only wishes to have a fair review of his actions on that tragic night. Unfortunately, this report makes many misrepresentations in fact and law and recklessly releases confidential information."
Sutton's lawyer did not reply to a request for comment. The office of Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) declined to comment. Smith, a former chief of the U.S. Park Police, joined the D.C. department in May 2022 and was appointed chief by Bowser a year later.
Council member Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4), who represents the neighborhood where the chase occurred, said in a statement that Smith's decision "sets a destructive precedent for a culture where misconduct is tolerated and those who abuse their power are protected," and that the auditor's report "should deeply worry every D.C. resident who believes in transparency and accountability from law enforcement."
The D.C. police union said in statement Smith's actions were proper and that Patterson's tenure as auditor "has been marked by a consistent anti-police agenda." As for the officers' criminal convictions, the union said: "This was not a prosecution driven by impartiality but one shaped by external pressures," meaning nationwide protests in 2020 against police misconduct toward Black people.
Hylton-Brown's death in October 2020 -- five months after the police killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis -- sparked violent protests outside a D.C. police station, where demonstrators broke windows of the building, smashed police cars and shouted epithets at officers, who responded by firing pepper pellets and stun grenades.
The fatal pursuit on the night of Oct. 23 began when Sutton, driving an unmarked car, attempted to stop the moped that Hylton-Brown was riding. The chase, along a circuitous route in a four-block area in Northwest Washington, ended when the moped collided with an SUV. Hylton-Brown suffered fatal injuries. While Sutton conducted the chase, Zabavsky drove a marked police vehicle on parallel streets, trying to get ahead of Hylton-Brown.
Prosecutors alleged that Sutton initiated the chase because Hylton-Brown was riding the moped erratically and without a helmet. Police policy bars an officer from pursuing a motorist only because of a traffic violation. But defense attorneys argued that the officers had a reasonable suspicion that Hylton-Brown intended to commit a crime that night and, as a result, they were obligated by police regulations to stop and question him.
After the chase, Sutton and Zabavsky made several false statements, orally and in writing, because they "wanted their involvement swept under the rug," a prosecutor said in court.
The police department, at the request of prosecutors, waited until after the trial ended, in December 2022, to open an internal investigation to determine whether Sutton and Zabavsky should be fired or otherwise disciplined, the auditor's report says.
In early 2023, the internal affairs bureau compiled 172 pages of findings that relied heavily on voluminous evidence from the trial. Those findings were sent to the disciplinary division for review. The division "proposed that Sutton be terminated from MPD based on the gravity of conduct in what, according to the head of the [division], was not a close call," the auditor's report says. The recommendation that Zabavsky should be fired also "was not a difficult decision."
Both men were entitled to administrative hearings, but the proceedings were put off for months, the report says, because the department's general counsel wanted to wait for the officers to be sentenced, which happened in September last year. After the sentencings, though, the termination process apparently went no further, and ended with the pardons and settlement agreements.
"The current chief and the Executive Branch of the District government, as demonstrated in this report, appear to have backed away from [a] commitment to continuous improvement in use of force investigations," Patterson, the auditor, told the D.C. Council in a letter.
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Europe
Wreck of Revolutionary War frigate resurfaces on Scottish beach
Researchers identified the shipwreck as HMS Hind, a British frigate that intercepted American ships in the Atlantic before being repurposed as a whaling vessel.

The shipwreck was uncovered on the shores of Sanday, in Scotland's Orkney Islands, in February 2024. (AP)


By Leo Sands | 2025-07-23
LONDON -- Ferocious winter storms are not unusual on the remote island of Sanday, jutting off Scotland's northern coast. But when a storm buffeted a beach there last year, a long-buried surprise was revealed beneath the sand: A 30-foot-long wooden shipwreck.
The mystery of the oak hull's provenance was revealed Wednesday by a team of archaeologists and historians: The wreck was probably HMS Hind, a British frigate that once fought in the American Revolutionary War and sank off the island more than 230 years ago.
The 18th-century Royal Navy vessel, which also participated in the 1759 Siege of Quebec and was later repurposed into a private whaling ship, was on its way to the Arctic in March 1788 when it probably struck a reef, experts say.
"The records suggest a storm pushed it onto the rocks," Ben Saunders, a marine archaeologist at Wessex Archaeology, a research firm commissioned by Scottish authorities to help identify the shipwreck, said in a phone interview Wednesday. "It probably struck that reef and came to pieces."
Researchers were able to identify the mystery vessel, which appeared in February 2024, using dendrochronology -- a wood-dating technique that uses timber rings to identify the year they grew within a tree. The results suggested that the ship was made of timber felled in southern and southwest England during the mid-18th century.
By cross-referencing the time and location with a list of known shipwrecks on the island chronicled from local archives and reports, researchers were able to rule out foreign ships and those that didn't match the dates.
The process of elimination revealed one ship: the Hind.
At the time of the wreck, the ship had been sold by the British navy to a London merchant, who christened it the Earl of Chatham and repurposed it as a whaler. It was on its way to its fifth whaling expedition to the Arctic, most  probably in the Greenland Sea, the team found. During the late 18th century, demand for whale oil -- which was used as lamp oil, machinery lubricant, and more -- was booming.
Before its career as a whaler, according to maritime archives, the ship had a storied career as a Royal Naval fighting vessel, traveling as far south as the Caribbean and seeing action in at least two wars.
After its construction, in the southern English city of Chichester in 1749, records show the Hind stationed in Jamaica -- then a British colony where enslaved people from Africa were brutally exploited and forced to work on sugar plantations.
According to Saunders, the vessel was then deployed to North America, where it fought against France in the sieges of Louisbourg and Quebec in the French and Indian War. During this conflict, Britain fought to dislodge France from its colonial foothold in Canada, capturing Louisbourg in 1758 and Quebec the following year. The war ended with British control over France's Canadian territories.
During the Revolutionary War, the Hind played a crucial role in protecting British cargo. It did "convoy duty across the North Atlantic between Britain and the North American colonies during the American Revolutionary War, protecting merchant vessels from American and French raiding ships," Saunders said.
When the war began, the British navy far outnumbered its nascent American counterpart. But American revolutionaries came up with ways to threaten the British fleet. By converting merchant vessels into armed ships -- privateers -- the Americans were able to launch successful raids on vulnerable British shipping convoys.
"The American Revolutionary War was a complex time for the Royal Navy. They suffered the first losses of vessels to the American Navy, which caused huge consternation in Britain: 'How can we possibly have lost vessels to this upstart group of colonies?'" Saunders said.
The Hind's crew proved relatively adept at its task, intercepting at least four American privateers between 1780 and 1781, maritime records show.
At the height of its naval prowess, Saunders said, the triple-masted vessel would have been armed with 24 guns, crewed by around 200 men, and measured around 100 feet in length. "It was a sizable, fighting vessel," he noted.
Records suggest that its crew of 56 sailors aboard what was then the Earl of Chatham survived the 1788 shipwreck, the team said. Islanders probably pulled the wreck to the beach's high-water mark, giving them scavenging rights over its timber and any treasures -- and afterward, it was entombed in sand.
According to a Wednesday statement from Wessex Archaeology and Historic Environment Scotland, which funded the research, climate change -- which, the statement said, made increased storminess and unusual wind patterns more likely -- revealed the wreck in 2024.
"Changes to coastlines, which are predicted to accelerate in coming decades, could make similar finds more common," it said.
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Washington Commanders
To become a quarterback with 'no limits,' Jayden Daniels put in the work
On Day 1 of Year 2, Daniels is in complete control of a Washington Commanders team that carries big ambitions. He's cool carrying that pressure.

(John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-07-24

Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels laughs with teammates during the first practice of training camp in Ashburn on Wednesday. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Jayden Daniels returned home to California this offseason to work with Ryan Porter, the quarterback coach who had trained Daniels since he was 12. Over the past year, he had won the NFL's offensive rookie of the year award, revitalized a broken franchise and scratched at the apex of professional football. It seemed everything had changed. Once their work began, Daniels ensured nothing had.
"It is consistent. It is identical. It's the same," Porter said. "It's the same when he was in high school. It's the same when he was in college. It's the same when he went into the NFL. He always does the same thing."
Daniels's encore season began Wednesday morning on a side field of the Washington Commanders' practice facility. Daniels whirled around a tackling dummy, a highlighter green cleat on his right foot and a neon pink one on his left. He rifled a football into a target cut out of a net. He raised his right arm if he hit the target. He looked to the heavens if he missed. He celebrated when a teammate nailed a throw.
The Commanders conducted their opening practice of training camp amid anticipation unseen in Ashburn in decades. The optimism flowed from Daniels, the quarterback who carried Washington to the NFC championship game last season and makes anything seem possible. His career has been defined, in large part, by his immense capacity for improvement. In three years, he has leaped from promising transfer at LSU to Heisman Trophy winner to NFL rookie supernova. How much further can he go in Year 2?
"One thing I've learned over the year from Jayden, there's no limits on him," Coach Dan Quinn said. "This is somebody that absolutely is a savage from a work standpoint."
Daniels's offseason work began roughly five months ago, the quarterback said, with "sitting down and having a plan." He has been programmed to seek improvement since youth. If he completed 10 of 15 passes in a Pop Warner game, Daniels's father, Javon, only wanted to discuss the five incompletions.
Daniels arrived at training camp thicker through the chest and arms, having packed on muscle to better withstand the season's physical toll. Over the offseason, he returned to California unaffected by his stardom or accomplishments.
"When he comes back, it's always back to square one, back to the basics," Porter said. "He's the most consistent, persistent player I've ever been around."

Daniels, shown with Commanders QB coach Tavita Pritchard, made subtle improvements during the offseason. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Daniels focused on footwork, the foundation of quarterback success. Daniels practiced his first step, from both shotgun and under center. He sharpened his three-step and five-step drops in different cadences. Daniels can time his drops to different route concepts and personnel -- quicker feet in wideout-heavy formations, more languid in groupings with multiple tight ends. His natural rhythm and timing, ingrained since his days as a Pop Warner quarterback, floor Porter. "He's the best in the NFL," Porter said.
Daniels focused on "control within the pocket," he said, always looking past the pass rush. "I might have to emulate breaking a tackle, breaking a sack and keep my eyes downfield and keeping my feet in position to make throws."
Daniels can make spectacular plays, but they are moments of improvisation that spring from his dedication to simplicity. With Porter, he does not practice off-platform or wild throws. "When have you seen Michael Jordan and Kobe Bryant walk up to the free throw line and shoot a fadeaway?" Porter said. "Good fundamentals win every time."
Conventional wisdom suggests Daniels will be challenged in his second season now that opposing coaches have a full year of his NFL film to study. But Daniels has banked a full year of learning NFL defenses and understanding how they react to him.
"I always thought he was really smart," Commanders linebacker Bobby Wagner said. "The confidence will grow. The understanding of what teams are trying to do, the mixing of the coverages, the different looks -- I haven't been in college in a long time, but I'm pretty sure defense in the NFL is a little more complex. Having a year to watch himself playing against these defenses is going to serve him really [well], and he's going to make a big, big leap."
In the Commanders' meeting rooms, Quinn displays a board with specific skills he wants each player to focus on and updates it multiple times per season. He knows Daniels will be proactive in his improvement. "The most important element of that is players and coaches that have self-awareness," Quinn said. "If you have to rely on someone else to say, 'You need to work on this,' you won't get there as quickly."
Daniels remains the force every facet of the franchise revolves around. His presence shaped how General Manager Adam Peters approached the offseason. Peters again sought veterans on shorter contracts, moves he cast as both win-now acquisitions and, unexpectedly, long-term plays. Those contracts will expire by the time the Commanders need to extend Daniels, allowing the team to continue building after an inevitable contract extension makes him one of the NFL's highest-paid players.
"You always want to build your roster to win now and win in the future," Peters said. "The moves we made, those allow us to do both, really, with the nature of those deals or contracts or however you say it. We're always looking to build as good of a team as we can every year without mortgaging the future. In terms of Jayden, he's on his rookie deal, so that does give us more financial flexibility."
Recently in the Commanders' front office, Peters and his staff were discussing the concept of the rookie quarterback contract. Of the final four teams left in January, only the Commanders started a quarterback on an inexpensive rookie deal. The other conference finalists had sustained rosters around quarterbacks on lucrative extensions.
"It's still possible to win after you pay a quarterback," Peters said. "I don't know what a window is in terms of that. Hopefully our window is as long as we're here. That's what we're building for."
They will build it around Daniels. He understands his place in the franchise -- when he sees kids in No. 5 Washington jerseys, it reminds him of the Michael Vick and Donovan McNabb jerseys he once wore. "It's just awesome people look up to me," Daniels said. "I try to be a good role model for people moving forward."
On the first snap of Wednesday's practice, Daniels hissed a touchdown pass to new wideout Deebo Samuel. Later, he waited for the perfect moment to slip a short pass to running back Austin Ekeler in the end zone.
Daniels raised his arms over his head and wiggled his knees in celebration, a moment of levity at the start of a season freighted with expectation. The Commanders' hope rests on his shoulders. He carries it the same way he always has.
"Focus on what you can control," Daniels said. "That's: How can I get better each and every day?"

Daniels and the Commanders are trying to build off his remarkable rookie season. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 
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Washington Commanders
Terry McLaurin's holdout is a concern, not a crisis for the Commanders
General Manager Adam Peters and the standout receiver should be able to come to an agreement, but it might be tricky.

Terry McLaurin wants a contract extension after his best statistical season. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


By Barry Svrluga | 2025-07-24
Let's be clear about the Terry McLaurin situation: It's uncomfortable, not unprecedented. Yes, practice began at Washington Commanders training camp Wednesday without the team's top receiver and model citizen. No, this isn't a nuclear standoff. It's July, not September. There's time.
"It's part of the business of the NFL," Coach Dan Quinn said before the team's initial workout in Ashburn. "I don't judge or get too worked up about it."
That's reasonable. So for now, let's take this as an interesting stalemate, one in which both sides have reasonable theoretical arguments.
McLaurin: "If I'm not there, who's your No. 1 receiver? Deebo Samuel? He's more of a Swiss army knife who has just one 1,000-yard receiving season in a six-year career. Journeyman Chris Moore, who lined up with the first team Wednesday morning? He has never caught more than 48 passes in a season. I haven't caught fewer than 77 in each of the past five years. Enjoy that."
General Manager Adam Peters: "Sure. But you're really going to hold out into the regular season and not play under the final year of your current contract? Have fun forfeiting that money and hitting free agency in your age-31 season."
So expect a deal. It feels every bit a when-not-if situation. Which had to be the reason for Peters's calm demeanor when he addressed the situation Tuesday, in the hours before McLaurin missed the team's mandatory reporting time and officially became a holdout. "I don't think I've been a part of a negotiation where it's been really linear and smooth and everything like that," Peters said. "But I think understanding where they're at, understanding where we're at and trying to close that gap and come to something is really the nuance of it. And staying really aboveboard and negotiating in good faith. All those things come together, and that's how you come to a deal."
In thinking about all this -- and there is no more pertinent topic for a franchise that is coming off an NFC championship game appearance and has designs on the NFL's biggest prizes -- it's important to acknowledge what we don't know and to understand how that makes it almost impossible to side with either the team or the player. What is McLaurin asking for? What is the team offering? Is the gap in money? Or in years? Or in the guarantee? Or some combination of all of those elements?
And believing the sides will find common ground doesn't mean it won't be tricky finding it. The absence of McLaurin -- a team guy, a standard-setter, always part of the solution and never a problem -- shows that. The process is already not linear. There is, as Peters said, nuance.
That could well be in the company McLaurin is trying to keep. DK Metcalf, who was in the 2019 draft class that included McLaurin, signed a four-year, $132 million extension with Pittsburgh after arriving in an offseason trade with Seattle -- though only two years and $60 million are guaranteed. That $33 million average annual value puts Metcalf fourth among wide receivers behind only Cincinnati's Ja'Marr Chase, Minnesota's Justin Jefferson and Dallas's CeeDee Lamb -- elite company.
McLaurin could easily look at that deal and think: "Well, in the past three seasons, I have more catches than Metcalf [238 to 222] for more yards [3,289 to 3,154] and have caught more touchdown passes [22 to 19]. How am I not worth his contract -- at least?"
The team could counter with this: "Look, Terry, we love you. But you turn 30 between our second and third games this season. Metcalf is 27 and doesn't turn 28 until December. You played four seasons at Ohio State. Metcalf played just three years at Mississippi. You're from the same draft class with the same service time -- but you're not perfectly comparable because you're more than two years older."
There are pretty solid arguments on both sides. So here we are: Jayden Daniels opening his second training camp as the franchise's nexus without the player who led the team with 82 catches for 1,096 yards and 13 touchdowns when Daniels was a rookie.
"It's just business in the NFL," Daniels said, touching on the theme of the day. "We know Terry's working. We don't have to worry about him doing any of that."
There's also a bizarre way to think about this: The fact that Peters and his front-office staff haven't just handed McLaurin an open checkbook shows the franchise now handles things in a grown-up fashion. This isn't a group that is going to sling money around in a way that affects roster construction in the future. Entering his second season, Peters still gets the benefit of the doubt.
And in July, the entire situation can be on the front burner without the heat turned all the way up. Daniels said that he was in "constant communication" with McLaurin and that the reps they had through 17 games last season provide some comfort even if there's a long absence. The vibe as camp opened: chill.
"It's a business, and some of the business is not your business, you know what I mean?" veteran linebacker Bobby Wagner said. "You let them take care of the things that they can take care of and you focus on yourself, but understand that he's still a part of the team. He's still somebody that is a huge presence in this locker room. He's an amazing figure in his community and his locker room."
He's just not here right now. That feels temporary. The Commanders need McLaurin. McLaurin needs the Commanders. The season opener isn't until Sept. 7. There's time.
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NFL
The Eagles (tush) push on, as the champs get back to work
Philadelphia has moved on from last year, as glorious as it was. "We're not the defending champs. We're the 2024 world champs. That's it."

(Matt Rourke/AP)


By Mark Maske | 2025-07-24

Running back Saquon Barkley warms up at the Eagles' opening practice of training camp Wednesday in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


PHILADELPHIA -- The confetti stopped falling in New Orleans long ago. The rings have been delivered. The celebrations are done, except for perhaps one more at Lincoln Financial Field on opening night of the upcoming NFL season.
The Philadelphia Eagles, Super Bowl champions for the second time in their history, have moved on. They were officially back to work Wednesday as they opened training camp at their complex in South Philadelphia, focused on the task at hand rather than on the glories of the recent past.
"It's kind of easy," tailback Saquon Barkley said following Wednesday's practice. "It's the nature of this game. It's the nature of this business is: What have you done for me lately? Whether you won a Super Bowl, whether you have a great year and you're all-pro, what you did the year prior has nothing to do with this year coming up. So you have your moments ... the parade, the ring ceremony the other day. But in reality, we're 2024 Super Bowl champions. The next season has nothing to do with the year in the past."
The Eagles kept the core of their offense intact with 2,000-yard rusher Barkley, quarterback Jalen Hurts, wide receivers A.J. Brown and DeVonta Smith, tight end Dallas Goedert and four-fifths of their superb offensive line. They have their signature play still at their disposal, as the Green Bay Packers' proposal to ban the tush push fell two votes shy of the 24 necessary for ratification at the May owners' meeting.
They are young but talented on defense. They have a general manager, Howie Roseman, who pushed all the right buttons in assembling last season's championship roster. They have a coach, Nick Sirianni, who has been scrutinized and disparaged by some during his tenure but now has the ultimate rejoinder to any who would question him: He is a Super Bowl-winning coach.
"It feels the same," Sirianni said before Wednesday's practice. "We've got a lot of steps to go and daily work to put in. So every year, training camp feels the same. You're not looking back. You're not looking forward. You're solely focused on today and how we can get better today."
The Eagles are well positioned to make a run at another Super Bowl title. They are clearly capable. They should be in the mix. Just don't ask them about defending their last one.
"We're not defending nothing," left tackle Jordan Mailata said. "We're not the defending champs. We're the 2024 world champs. That's it. We're not defending [stuff]. Sorry. We're not. So I don't like hearing like, 'Oh, we're the defending champions.' We're not defending nothing. We just won the title. And now we've got to go win it again. Prove it all over again."
Said Hurts: "I think it's just purely about resetting. ... Ultimately, it's a new journey. It's blank canvas. And we are who we are. We have what we have. And regardless whether you win a championship or lose a championship, the next year you have to be able to reset, have the right focus and pursue it with great intensity, great passion. And I think that's where we are."

Coach Nick Sirianni greets guard Tyler Steen, who could be stepping into the starting lineup this season. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


There were some prominent offseason roster subtractions. Defensive end Brandon Graham retired after 15 seasons as a mainstay. The Eagles released cornerbacks Darius Slay and James Bradberry. Safety C.J. Gardner-Johnson was traded. Defensive tackle Milton Williams, pass rusher Josh Sweat and guard Mekhi Becton exited in free agency.
"There's no resting on laurels," Roseman said. "And sometimes it does mean making some changes. And we made some changes. ... We've put ourselves [in position] to compete not only this year, but going forward."
On offense, the Eagles can plug in Tyler Steen for Becton as the starter at right guard. They do have a new offensive coordinator, as Sirianni promoted Kevin Patullo after Kellen Moore was hired as the coach of the New Orleans Saints.
Barkley is coming off one of the most breathtaking seasons ever for a running back. He crafted the ninth 2,000-yard rushing season in league history and won a Super Bowl title in his first year with the Eagles after leaving the New York Giants as a free agent. He's already being asked about his prospects of becoming the NFL's first two-time 2,000-yard rusher.
"The reason why it's hard to do it twice [is] because it's hard to do the first time. ... For me, 2,000 yards is not the goal," Barkley said Wednesday. "It's winning the Super Bowl and going out there and performing at a high level. ... If it's in the cards again, it is. If it's not, it's not."
If opposing defenses focus too intently on Barkley, the Eagles can turn to their passing game. A Hurts-to-Brown connection was a practice-field highlight Wednesday.
"I truly feel like I'm the best in the league," Brown said. "And I want to put a stamp on it. So I'm definitely motivated. But also, I have to put the team first. And that's what I'll do, honestly."
Things are more complicated on defense, as young players will be forced into more prominent roles. But coordinator Vic Fangio is masterful, and Roseman has provided him plenty of talent. Cornerbacks Quinyon Mitchell and Cooper DeJean already were standouts last season as rookies. Teammates rave about second-year pass rusher Jalyx Hunt as a potential star in the making. Rookie safety Andrew Mukuba could be a starter. Linebacker Jihaad Campbell, a first-round draft pick out of Alabama in April, was a surprise participant in Wednesday's practice as he works his way back from shoulder surgery.
"I like the way we're looking," said linebacker Zack Baun, who was re-signed to a three-year, $51 million contract ahead of free agency in March after finishing fifth in the NFL defensive player of the year balloting in his first season with the Eagles. "I feel like we're far ahead of where we were at this time last year. It's looking good. Obviously [there are] some things to improve on and create a new identity as a defense. But I like where we're at."

"The past is behind us and the future is too far away," quarterback Jalen Hurts said Wednesday. (Matt Rourke/AP)


Graham's retirement made right tackle Lane Johnson, entering his 13th season in Philadelphia, the longest-tenured active Eagle.
"It's weird," Johnson said. "Sometimes you still feel like a new guy coming in. But the years have passed. I see a lot of my former teammates enjoying life. But I feel good for 35."
Johnson can provide his teammates with a first-hand account of what it's like to attempt to win a second straight Super Bowl title. The Eagles, as the reigning champs, went 9-7 in the 2018 season, reaching the playoffs but losing in the second round to the Saints.
"Don't let success change your routines and your habits," Johnson said. "And so remember what makes a team successful."
Even the moment of receiving his Super Bowl ring is "behind us," Hurts said.
"It's a new journey," Hurts said. "It's a new season. And those things are far behind us. The past is behind us and the future is too far away. So we have to stay present and worry about right now."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/07/24/eagles-training-camp/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



D.C., Md. & Va.
D.C. Council chair sets vote on RFK site after reaching deal with Commanders
RFK Stadium redevelopment deal nears vote after D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson reaches updated agreement with Washington Commanders. 

The RFK Stadium site was the home of Washington sports teams and their fans for nearly six decades. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


By Jenny Gathright | 2025-07-24
D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) has reached a modified agreement with the Washington Commanders to redevelop the RFK Stadium site with public funds, bringing the football team one step closer to returning to its so-called "spiritual home" -- and bringing Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) one step closer to a project she hopes will cement her legacy.
Mendelson's deal with the team, announced Thursday, keeps intact much of the initial $3.7 billion agreement the Commanders negotiated with Bowser earlier this year. But it does make some adjustments like diverting certain tax revenue to the city's coffers and getting the Commanders to agree to provide $50 million in community benefits.
The agreement still faces a series of votes by the D.C. Council, the first of which Mendelson scheduled for Aug. 1, after the council's hears public testimony on Tuesday and Wednesday from residents, Bowser officials and Commanders reps.
"Overwhelmingly, residents have asked the Council for due diligence on this multi-billion-dollar deal," Mendelson said in a press release. "And under immense outside pressure to rush the process, I feel that, along with next weeks' hearings, the Council will have what's needed to move forward with a vote."
Commanders president Mark Clouse thanked the council for its collaboration in a statement Thursday. "Through this process, we've seen firsthand how committed our city's leaders are to building a strong future for the District," he said.
Mendelson's announcement comes after he faced escalating pressure from Bowser, the Commanders, and even Republican congressman James Comer (R-Kentucky) to vote on the deal this summer, with Commanders executives arguing that any further delay would risk upsetting sensitive construction timelines and Bowser warning about the unlikely possibility that the team would abandon a D.C. stadium entirely. President Donald Trump produced some additional uncertainty this week, after he said on social media that he would hold up the stadium deal if the Commanders did not change their name back to their controversial former moniker.
Mendelson cast his agreement with the Commanders as a win for D.C. taxpayers that would shave hundreds of millions in public funds from the mayor's original agreement with the team.
Still, the deal does not satisfy some of the wishes expressed by other city lawmakers, who have largely signaled they plan to approve the stadium deal but have also outlined some demands for improving the deal. The vote next week stands to show whether lawmakers will stand firm on those demands-- which range from forging a more comprehensive labor agreement with unions to receiving more substantive rent payments from the team -- or whether they will decide Mendelson's savings are good enough.
The agreement Bowser and the team announced in the spring set a July 15 deadline for council approval. But the council did not receive the full financial details about the proposal until weeks later and has also been in the process of approving the city's $22 billion budget on a compressed schedule.
Bowser's version of the RFK site deal included not only a stadium but also retail space, park space, affordable housing and a Sportsplex to be run by D.C.'s Department of Parks and Recreation.
Under their agreement, the Commanders would put up $2.7 billion for the redevelopment -- a figure Bowser has repeatedly called the largest single private investment in city history -- and the city would contribute about a billion in taxpayer dollars. Of those public funds, $500 million would be spent on stadium infrastructure, and would be raised through the same fee on businesses that funded Nationals Park. That deal also earmarked $350 million in city funds on parking garages, though the team would retain all the parking revenue, and the city would also kick in about $200 million for utilities work and a transit study.
Mendelson's changes leave much of the agreement untouched with several key changes, according to his office's press release.
First, the deal would divert tax revenue from parking, food and beverage sales and merchandise to the District's general coffers instead of contributing it to a fund that reinvests in the stadium site. Parking revenue from non-stadium-event days would also go to the city under Mendelson's deal. The deal also refines a planned community benefits fund, securing a $50 million investment, including programs connecting D.C. youth to sports. The earlier deal did not have a dollar amount attached.
The team would also relocate its senior leadership and sales office to D.C., which they previously had not promised. The deal also specifies deadlines for the Commanders -- who, under the deal, will act as the master developer for a swath of the RFK site -- to complete affordable housing and retail projects, and lays out penalties in the form of rent payments if they do not deliver the construction on time, Mendelson's office said.
When Bowser and the Commanders first announced their agreement, they said they planned to open the stadium by 2030 -- a timeline that a report on the deal commissioned by the council recently called "compressed and unforgiving."
Speaking on 106.7 the Fan on Thursday ahead of Mendelson's announcement, Bowser said she was confident in that timeline given the news of the council's imminent vote -- and "very pleased that the council has taken up the urgency of the situation."
One of the co-hosts asked Bowser whether delivering the RFK Stadium and development would mark her crowning achievement as mayor. Bowser said it would be "up there," probably in her top five or top three achievements.
"In life and especially in politics, there are windows of opportunity," Bowser went on. "Our window opened when Josh [Harris] bought this team, we secured the land, we got a deal. That's our window. But it can close. And you've seen even just this week how risk and interference can make things really shaky. And that's why we've got to get through the window."
Meagan Flynn and Nicki Jhabvala contributed to this report.
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Nationals
Nationals give Michael Soroka little help, drop series finale to Reds
Right-hander pitches around a decrease in velocity but the bats provide no support in a 5-0 loss to the Reds, who stave off a series sweep.

Nationals starter Michael Soroka pitched into the sixth despite a dip in velocity. (Brad Mills/IMAGN IMAGES via Reuters Connect)


By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-07-23
The final pitch Washington Nationals right-hander Michael Soroka threw Wednesday afternoon had little bearing on the game's result, a 5-0 loss to the Cincinnati Reds at Nationals Park. Once replay review showed his sinker had nicked Noelvi Marte's elbow, it was just another free pass that the Nationals were able to work around in a scoreless sixth inning. The pitch, his 88th, was overshadowed by the 105 that Reds left-hander Nick Lodolo needed to become the third pitcher to toss a shutout against the Nationals this season.
"He was nasty," Nationals interim manager Miguel Cairo said. "You don't want to give credit to another team's pitcher, but he mixed it up."
In the context of what could come next for Soroka and the Nationals -- more specifically, the evaluation process for contending teams that may view the 27-year-old as a weapon down the stretch with the trade deadline approaching -- the metrics of that pitch (and the 87 that preceded it) were more noteworthy.
That's because the sinker left his hand at 89 mph.
"If I knew, I would have been throwing harder today, right?" Soroka said when asked why his velocity was down. "You go through ebbs and flows in your career, and I think it's something that we're going to be working tirelessly at, just like everything else."
Across Soroka's first 10 starts, his fastball consistently sat between 94 and 95 mph. On Wednesday, his four-seamer and two-seamer hovered between 90 and 91 mph, topping out with a 93.2-mph heater that sailed above the strike zone in the third. Eight of his final 11 fastballs were under 90 mph, continuing a trend that has persisted for a few weeks.
Soroka has expressed some optimism during this recent stretch -- because he has pitched well without his best stuff, he expects to get even better results when his velocity returns. He worked around the declining velocity, needing just 25 pitches to retire the first eight batters. His breaking ball generated ugly swings up and down the lineup, and his fastball wasn't hit all that hard. There was a workmanlike efficiency to his outing that his final line backed up: 52/3 innings, just two hits, one run and six strikeouts with three walks.
"I used to get outs without [great velocity], so I think just continuing on the path that there's a lot more to pitching than velocity," Soroka said. "Still spinning the ball really well. ... Keeping the righties between two-seam and four-seam was big again. So, yeah. Had to pitch again."
A walk of Elly De La Cruz, his ensuing stolen base and a single up the middle by Jake Fraley in the fourth inning brought home the only run the Reds were able to muster against Soroka, who signed a one-year, $9 million deal in the offseason.
After his final pitch, Soroka bounced the ball off the palm of his hand and turned his head toward Washington's dugout. Cairo had already begun to walk Soroka's way.
What cost him was a lack of run support. The Nationals (41-61) were shut out for the eighth time as Lodolo snuffed out their bid for a three-game sweep of the Reds (53-50). Lodolo struck out eight and allowed just four hits (three of which were singles) without any walks.
"You never really know what you're looking for," the Nationals' Jacob Young said of facing Lodolo, who had a fairly even split in usage among his four pitches. "He threw anything in any count, and they're all strikes. He kept it down mostly. I think he made a couple mistakes where we had chances. I can think of a couple chances I had there, and I didn't put them in play. That's usually the difference."
After scoreless efforts from Cole Henry and Konnor Pilkington in relief, Jackson Rutledge and Andry Lara allowed a pair of runs apiece in the eighth and ninth innings.
If there was a silver lining for the Nationals, it came in the eighth. With two outs, Rutledge threw Will Benson a first-pitch fastball. Off the bat, it looked gone. Out in center field, Young felt differently about its final destination. He tracked the pitch off the bat, broke for the wall, turned his body and scaled the fence as the ball began its descent. Somehow, at full extension, he plucked it out of the air, robbing Benson of a home run.
Rutledge stood on the mound hunched over. In the dugout, pitching strategist Sean Doolittle stood with his mouth agape. Young smirked, reminiscent of his reaction when he robbed another home run a month earlier. The 25-year-old admitted Wednesday's catch felt a bit smoother than his previous one, which came against the Detroit Tigers.
Young, a Gold Glove finalist in 2024, continues to grade out as one of the best center fielders in baseball. He has seemed to appreciate the reactions to his catches more than the process of catching them.
"We're all big leaguers," he said. "So whenever you can make other big leaguers in awe [of a play], it feels good."

(Nick Wass/AP)
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Washington Commanders
News and observations from the Commanders' first training camp practice
Washington placed Terry McLaurin on the reserve/did not report list and Sam Cosmi on the physically unable to perform list ahead of Wednesday's first workout.

(John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-07-24

Commanders new addition Von Miller zooms past a blocking dummy during the first practice of training camp Wednesday in Ashburn. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


On Tuesday evening, after the Washington Commanders reported for the start of the season, Coach Dan Quinn walked into the team hotel and spotted Von Miller. "How was the first day of school, man?" Quinn asked.
Summer vacation is over for the Commanders. Here are highlights from Wednesday in Ashburn.
The Commanders placed wide receiver Terry McLaurin on the reserve/did not report list, ensuring they will open training camp without one of their foundational players. McLaurin, seeking a contract extension entering the final year of his deal, did not report Tuesday and will incur a $50,000 daily fine, as mandated by the NFL's collective bargaining agreement.
"It's part of the business of the NFL," Quinn said. "I don't judge or get too worked up about it. We're working hard to get it done. We love him. I know they're working really hard to go do that."
McLaurin's negotiations will hover over the Commanders until a deal is struck, a big-picture problem that may be General Manager Adam Peters's most significant test since he arrived in Washington. His absence is also a practical concern. The Commanders will have to install their system without a crucial piece of their offense.
Quinn said that would be less of a problem with McLaurin. He has spent a year in coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's offense and has built impeccable rapport with quarterback Jayden Daniels. He also spent most of the offseason program with the Commanders until the past few weeks.
"Do I love it as a coach? No," Quinn said. "You want every player on the team on the field all the time. But I'm really comfortable with where he's at."
With McLaurin unavailable, the Commanders opened the team period of Wednesday's practice with a wide receiver trio of Deebo Samuel, Luke McCaffrey and Chris Moore, a 10th-year veteran who spent the end of last season on the practice squad. Quinn cited Moore as a player who could benefit from extra practice reps in McLaurin's absence, saying he noticed a different "speed and energy" in Moore after an offseason to adjust to Washington.
"When you're on the roster, you're trying to find ways to make your mark and do your thing," Quinn said. "There's advantages to that -- you got highlighted. What can you do? ... Sometimes it can be difficult to be dropped into a team in December. To have a full offseason and now training camp, I'm just as excited to see guys like that take their stand."
The Commanders placed guard Sam Cosmi, who is rehabbing the torn ACL he suffered in the divisional round of last season's playoffs, on the physically unable to perform list. The maneuver is significant in that it could allow Cosmi to be available at the start of the regular season.
"It's on the table for sure," Quinn said. "It gives you the chance for him to go be able to do that. I'm very encouraged with the work he's put in."
Cosmi, who signed a four-year extension before the start of last season, was a rock for the Commanders until he tore his ACL against Detroit in January.
Even if Cosmi isn't ready in Week 1, his progress is a great sign that the Commanders will have one of their best offensive linemen for a good chunk of the season.

Rookie offensive tackle Josh Conerly Jr., right, works on blocking drills with Foster Sarell. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


The Commanders opened the team portion of practice with an offensive line, from left to right, of Laremy Tunsil, Brandon Coleman, Tyler Biadasz, Nick Allegretti and Andrew Wylie. It's notable that Wylie -- and not first-round pick Josh Conerly Jr. -- started with the first team. It may also be foolish to read too much into it. Quinn prefers to make rookies earn starting roles.
On one early snap, Conerly was blown past by defensive end Clelin Ferrell and wrapped his arm around Ferrell's chest to avoid giving up a sack. Conerly also jumped offside on a snap before he settled in and finished practice strong, stoning Miller on a pair of rushes.
After cycling through kickers early last year, the Commanders have just one in camp. In live field goal drills, Matt Gay drilled all five attempts, including one from 53 yards. Last year in Indianapolis, Gay went 31 for 37 on field goals and made all 33 of his extra points. Washington signed him this offseason to a one-year, $4.3 million contract.
Quinn is emphasizing a methodical buildup to protect the players' health. The Commanders practiced in helmets only and will do so again Thursday. They ran team drills only in the red zone on the first day of practice, specifically to eliminate lengthy sprints down the field.
The format still allowed coaches to experiment with personnel and install systems. "How do you put certain people in certain spots on certain plays?" Quinn said. Every practice -- in training camp and during the season -- will include at least one specific end-of-game scenario.
On the first play of training camp, Daniels rifled a touchdown pass to Samuel in the front left corner of the end zone. Samuel had a rough 2024 that was derailed by a midseason bout with pneumonia. Peters, who had Samuel in San Francisco as an assistant general manager, said he seems revitalized by the change of scenery. At least for one practice, Samuel looked in great shape and was moving with his old explosiveness.
Linebacker Bobby Wagner added another title to his illustrious career: minority owner. Wagner, 35, joined the Seattle Storm's ownership group, becoming the first active NFL player to own part of a WNBA team. Wagner remains connected to Seattle, where he won a Super Bowl and played the first 10 years of his Hall of Fame-caliber career. He began investment talks with the Storm about six months ago, and the franchise announced his new role Wednesday.
"I'm really excited to be part of the WNBA," he said. "I've always watched them from afar. I'm really excited to be part of the growth and stay connected to a part of a community I still love."
Wagner, a business-savvy player who represents himself, received counsel on the deal from Commanders limited owner Magic Johnson, perhaps the best example of a legendary player who became a businessman in retirement. Wagner, a Los Angeles native, also was inspired by Kobe Bryant, an idol whom he once met through former teammate Richard Sherman.
"Kobe was a big part of me doing it," Wagner said. "I watched what Kobe was doing for women's basketball and the WNBA and what he was trying to do. Me being a fan and me being somebody that watched him and watched some of the business moves he made, this is something that was important to me. It's almost like trying to pick up where he left off. Obviously I'm not him whatsoever, but I can do my part. Women's sports is amazing. I have daughters. I have sisters. It's important to really be a part of change, and I want to be on the right side of change. Kobe's legacy is something I take a lot of pride in."
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Tennis
Football helped Ben Shelton's tennis game. Just don't make a big deal out of it.
Shelton says his youth football career has been a bit overblown, but playing other sports growing up made him a better tennis player.

(Scott Taetsch/Getty Images)


By Matt Cohen | 2025-07-24

"I think that it encourages people to be open to playing other sports, especially at a young age and not specializing early, which is, I think, detrimental to longevity in sports," Ben Shelton said of his time playing football growing up. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


To be clear, Ben Shelton does not want to embellish his youth football career. Football was just a hobby for him -- and it was hard to avoid while growing up in SEC country in Gainesville, Florida, before attending the University of Florida.
But the tennis star couldn't help but laugh when the question came up at Wimbledon. In a segment that ended up going viral, a British on-court interviewer described Shelton as a "quarterbacker." Shelton jokingly explained what a football looks like to the crowd and confirmed he did indeed play "quarterback -- or quarterbacker, either way."
Shelton doesn't view it as a significant part of his backstory. "It's not like I was playing in college or something," he said. But the 22-year-old said he does believe his time playing football and other sports during his youth -- and not specializing in one too early -- has helped him in his pro tennis career.
"It was a sport that I loved growing up," Shelton said. "I played a lot of sports until I was, like, 13, and then I shut it down and started focusing on tennis. But I thought it was huge for my athletic development, hand-eye coordination."
Shelton, who began playing tackle football when he was 5, said the sport helped him develop his tennis game. And he hopes other young athletes can look at his experience and realize they don't need to stick to one sport.
"I love the story because I think that it encourages people to be open to playing other sports," Shelton said, "especially at a young age and not specializing early, which is, I think, detrimental to longevity in sports."
"But I just don't want people to think it was more than what it was," he added.
Shelton, the No. 4 seed at this week's DC Open, will face No. 15 seed Gabriel Diallo in the third round of the men's singles bracket Thursday. He is one of the tournament's biggest draws, having emerged as one of the best-known Americans in the sport. He is ranked in the top 10 after posting career-best finishes in the year's first three Grand Slam events: the Australian Open (semifinals), the French Open (round of 16) and Wimbledon (quarterfinals).
Shelton used the break between Wimbledon and the DC Open to return to Florida -- he said he missed Publix (his "Pub Sub" order: chicken tenders with buffalo sauce, ranch, lettuce and tomato) -- and is approaching this week's tournament as the start of a hard-court tuneup ahead of the U.S. Open.
The record of Shelton's youth football career, meanwhile, might be lost to time. The branch of the Boys and Girls Club where Shelton played has undergone significant turnover, and no current employees were there to watch him when he was growing up. The best documentation might be a story on the Florida athletics website from Shelton's sophomore year that referenced his time as a "standout quarterback and safety" who earned a selection to a middle-school all-star team.
Shelton went to Buchholz High in Gainesville. Although he didn't play football there, Coach Mark Whittemore said he tried to persuade him.
"He did not play football in high school, but he certainly could have," Whittemore said in a text message. "What a kid! What a complete athlete."
Second-seeded Emma Navarro's stay in the women's singles draw lasted all of one match. The former University of Virginia standout, who had a first-round bye, was knocked out of the tournament by Maria Sakkari, 7-5, 7-6 (7-1), on Wednesday night.
Sakkari came into the event as a wild card but is hardly unknown to D.C. tennis fans. Once ranked as high as No. 3 in the world, she reached the final here in 2023, losing to Coco Gauff.
Sakkari, a 29-year-old native of Greece who thrives from the baseline, had seven aces; Navarro had just one.
Navarro, 24, came to Washington after a run to the fourth round at Wimbledon and less than a year removed from an appearance in the U.S. Open semifinals.
In a third-round match slated for Friday, Sakkari will face the winner of Thursday's match between Naomi Osaka and Emma Raducanu.
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Obituaries
Wrestling superstar Hulk Hogan dies at 71
He became a cause celebre of the courtroom as much as the ring. His tabloid-centric private life inspired a legal battle over the First Amendment and the right to privacy.

Hulk Hogan works the crowd during his Hulkamania Tour in Melbourne, Australia, on Nov. 21, 2009. (Mark Dadswell/Getty Images)


By Ben Sumner | 2025-07-24
Terry Bollea, the Florida wrestler who shot to superstardom as Hulk Hogan and whose tabloid-centric private life became a legal battleground over the First Amendment, died Thursday in Clearwater Beach, Florida, the Clearwater Police Department and World Wrestling Entertainment said. He was 71.
Emergency personnel responded to a call for a cardiac arrest and took him to Morton Plant Hospital, where he was pronounced dead, Clearwater police said.
For a generation of professional wrestling fans, Hulk Hogan reigned supreme. During the peak of "Hulkamania" in the 1980s, the 6-foot-7, 295-pound grappler was the face of Vince McMahon Jr.'s company, then known as the World Wrestling Federation. Mr. Bollea's likeness touched every corner of pop culture, including movies, television, video games, merchandise and even a chain of pasta restaurants.
With his deeply tanned skin, thinning blond locks, Fu Manchu mustache and red bandanna, Mr. Bollea flexed his "24-inch pythons" -- the nickname he bestowed on his biceps -- ripped off his shirt and preached words of encouragement to hordes of fans known as Hulkamaniacs: "Train, say your prayers, eat your vitamins, be true to yourself, true to your country. Be a real American!"
After portraying a larger-than-life wrestler called Thunderlips in the 1982 boxing film "Rocky III," the Hulk Hogan character took off two years later when McMahon tapped him to beat the Iron Sheik (the supervillain stage name of Hossein Vaziri).

Hulk Hogan and Mr. T give a news conference in Madison Square Garden in March 1985, just before Mr. T's professional wrestling debut. (Corey Struller/AP)



Hulk Hogan prepares to slam "Rowdy" Roddy Piper down on the mat during WrestleMania at Madison Square Garden on March 31, 1985. (Ray Stubblebine/AP)


Escaping the Iranian's signature move, a back-bending chinlock known as the "camel clutch," Mr. Bollea bounced off the ropes and dropped his leg on the Sheik, pinning him at Madison Square Garden in Manhattan to win the heavyweight championship belt.
WrestleMania, wrestling's version of the Super Bowl, then set pay-per-view records with Mr. Bollea's matches as the featured act. "The slam heard 'round the world" came in 1987 at WrestleMania III, in front of 93,173 fans at the Pontiac Silverdome in Michigan.
Entering the ring to his theme song, "Real American" by Rick Derringer, the Hulkster body-slammed and ended the 14-year undefeated streak of Andre the Giant (Andre Roussimoff), who stood  7-foot-4 and at the time was nearly 700 pounds, according to Mr. Bollea.

Muhammad Ali, Liberace and Hulk Hogan get together at Madison Square Garden on March 29, 1985. (Marty Lederhandler/AP)


The star power of Hulk Hogan turned McMahon's enterprise, rebranded in 2002 as World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE), into a global marketing behemoth.
Mr. Bollea's reputation was briefly dented in the early 1990s, when he admitted to using anabolic steroids. But he subsequently flourished for a few years as the villainous "Hollywood Hulk Hogan" with media mogul Ted Turner's World Championship Wrestling, a short-lived WWE competitor.

Hulk Hogan in 2018 in Los Angeles. (Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP)


Decades after his heyday in the ring, Mr. Bollea kept in the public eye, for better and worse.
His reality TV show, "Hogan Knows Best," presumably a view into his home life, aired on the cable network VH1 from 2005 to 2007. He became a fixture in the courtroom after suing the owners of a popular gossip website that showed portions of a 2007 sex tape featuring Mr. Bollea and the wife of a friend.
The taping reportedly had been done without Mr. Bollea's knowledge, and excerpts appeared on the website Gawker in 2012. The former wrestler sought legal redress from Gawker Media and its founder and principal owner, Nick Denton, saying that the publication of the tape had no news value and was solely a crass commercial attempt to garner clicks at his expense. He called it an invasion of privacy.
Lawyers for Gawker claimed that Mr. Bollea was a public figure given to flamboyant exhibitionism, including his frequent mention of his sex life in interviews, which made the video a matter of public interest protected by the First Amendment.
The lawsuit dragged on for years, and in June 2016, a Florida judge affirmed a jury verdict awarding Mr. Hogan $140 million in damages. Not long afterward, Mr. Bollea reached a $31 million settlement with Gawker Media, which had filed for bankruptcy and sold itself to the media company Univision. Gawker.com was shuttered.

Hulk Hogan grimaces in pain as his opponent Ric Flair stands over him during the Hulkamania Tour in Melbourne in 2009. (Mark Dadswell/Getty Images)


During the proceedings, it was revealed that Mr. Hogan's suit was bankrolled in part by Silicon Valley venture capitalist Peter Thiel, a billionaire founder of PayPal and one of Facebook's earliest investors. Thiel had reputedly been aggrieved for years over a Gawker blog that had outed him as gay. He accused the company of printing stories that "ruined people's lives for no reason."
All along, journalists and First Amendment advocates said that the case, Bollea v. Gawker, would have far-reaching consequences. Their fear was that media organizations would quash valid stories out of fear of financial retaliation or be shut down entirely for publishing something newsworthy but controversial.
The case was the subject of a Netflix documentary "Nobody Speak: Trials of the Free Press" (2017) and a book by Ryan Holiday, "Conspiracy: Peter Thiel, Hulk Hogan, Gawker, and the Anatomy of Intrigue" (2018).
The settlement didn't end Mr. Bollea's troubles. In 2015, the National Enquirer published dialogue -- allegedly from the same sex tape -- of him using racist language involving African Americans. WWE immediately cut ties with Mr. Bollea, scrubbing its website of his references, before reinstating him after a three-year suspension.
"I'm not a racist, but I never should have said what I said," Mr. Bollea told the ABC show "Good Morning America." "It was wrong. I'm embarrassed by it."

Hulk Hogan arrives at the 2005 MTV Awards in Miami with his wife, Linda, and children Nick and Brooke. (Jeff Christensen/Associated Press)


Even before the Gawker case, Mr. Bollea's personal life had been unraveling amid an acrimonious divorce from his wife of 24 years, Linda Claridge, who made allegations of physical abuse and infidelities.
The divorce was finalized in 2007, the same year their son Nick seriously injured a friend in a car accident and was charged with a felony. Mr. Bollea said he fell into a major depression and contemplated suicide. Drinking Captain Morgan rum and popping Xanax, Mr. Bollea said, he sat in his bathroom for several hours with a gun.
"People might look at a guy like me and think, He would never commit suicide. But I was so depressed I just kept thinking, This would be so easy," Mr. Bollea wrote in his 2010 book, "My Life Outside the Ring," co-authored with Mark Dagostino.
Mr. Bollea credited a serendipitous phone call from boxer Laila Ali, daughter of Muhammad Ali, for lifting him out of his suicidal thoughts. She had been his co-host on NBC's 2008 revival of "American Gladiators," a show that pitted amateur competitors against super-fit cast regulars in bouts of athletic prowess.
"In a way, it snapped me out of it. At that moment, I switched gears," he told "Today" host Meredith Vieira. "I got sick and tired of being sick and tired. Her voice kind of saved my life."

Hulk Hogan in 2009. (Jeff Christensen/Associated Press)


Terrence Gene Bollea was born in Augusta, Georgia, on Aug. 11, 1953, and grew up in Tampa. His father was a construction foreman, and his mother was a dance teacher and homemaker. He was a star baseball player until he suffered an elbow injury at 14.
He shunned entreaties by coaches to join other team sports. Instead, he took a liking to professional wrestling on TV. He spent the mid-1970s as a dockworker and lifting weights while attending the University of South Florida.
He also played bass guitar in a band called Ruckus, where he found a showman's knack for pumping up the audience between songs. The band developed a local following, with some of his childhood wrestling heroes among the fans. They recruited him to the ring.
Mr. Bollea's first training session ended with a broken shin, and his initial stint in the business didn't last more than a few months before he quit out of frustration over poor pay and few opportunities.

Hulk Hogan rips his shirt as he speaks during the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on July 18, 2024. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Instead, he helped a friend manage a club and open a gym. He also began wrestling with another friend, Ed Leslie -- known later as wrestler Brutus "The Barber" Beefcake. Bulked by steroids, Mr. Bollea began wrestling with Leslie as the Boulder Brothers.
He adopted the nickname Hulk based on the popular TV series "The Incredible Hulk," based on the Marvel Comics character. In the WWE a few years later, he was rechristened "Hogan" -- an Irish surname suited to a profession where wrestlers were presented to fans along ethnic or cultural lines. He was inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame in 2005.
In 2010, he married makeup artist Jennifer McDaniel, before divorcing in 2021. In 2023, he announced his engagement to Sky Daily, a yoga instructor. He had two children from his first marriage, actress and singer Brooke Hogan and Nick Hogan. Survivors also include two grandchildren from Brooke Hogan, who married former hockey player Steve Oleksy, and several stepchildren.
In a life filled with personal and professional tumult, Mr. Bollea insisted he was a gentle guy, put off by real confrontation only to bask in the character he played in the wrestling ring or in front of the cameras for "reality" TV.
"Seriously, if wrestling wasn't predetermined and was some kind of actual fight, I wouldn't have gone anywhere near it," he wrote in his memoir. "I was only attracted to it after I discovered that it was entertainment."

Hulk Hogan gestures to the audience during his Hulkamania Tour in Perth, Australia, in November 2009. (Paul Kane/Getty Images)


Angie Orellana Hernandez contributed to this report.
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Tennis
Venus Williams is back with a joyous victory at the DC Open
The 45-year-old's return to singles play was a victorious one: a 6-3, 6-4 win over 23-year-old Peyton Stearns.

(Nick Wass/AP)


By Matt Cohen | 2025-07-23

Venus Williams turned back the clock Tuesday night at the DC Open. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post) 


When it finally was over -- she sealed it on her sixth match point -- Venus Williams raised both arms as her game face relaxed into a beaming, gleeful smile. She seemingly floated to the net with a giddy jump, showing nothing but joy after a 6-3, 6-4 win over Peyton Stearns on Tuesday night at the DC Open.
No woman of her age had won a tour-level singles match since Martina Navratilova posted a victory at Wimbledon at 47 in 2004. But most 45-year-olds don't bring the aura of Venus Williams to the tennis court.
"The community here that supports me so much, it's like playing at home," said Williams, who is scheduled to face Poland's Magdalena Frech in the round of 16 on Thursday. "I've been coming to D.C. for a long time. I see a lot of people -- like this gentleman back here who said, 'I first met you when you were 13.' And I remember my first time coming here: I was about 13 years old."
Before this week, Williams hadn't played a match in the past 16 months. She entered the DC Open as a wild card who seemingly wasn't supposed to advance in both the singles and doubles brackets. But with her first singles victory since August 2023, the former top-ranked player and seven-time Grand Slam singles champion made a new kind of history.
Hundreds of fans watched Williams take the court Tuesday night through the screens of their phones. There were just as many videos being shot when she closed out her win. With no guarantee of when she might pop up next, these moments just had to be recorded.
Technically, the win was an upset, but the pro-Williams crowd never saw it that way. She started poorly against the 23-year-old Stearns, just as she did Monday in her doubles match. She lost every point of the first game Tuesday, but she quickly settled in. And as she settled in, so did the crowd, which grew louder and louder as the match progressed.
As she inched closer to the win, the crowd sensed it, willing her through the marathon ninth and 10th games of the second set. Williams looked every bit of 45 at times, but she still exceeded 110 mph on her serve and recorded nine aces.
"I had to come back for the insurance -- because they informed me this year that I'm on COBRA," Williams said, drawing laughs, during the post-match on-court interview. "So it's like, 'I got to get my benefits on.'"

Williams returns a shot Tuesday night. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Before Monday's doubles match, Williams had last played at the Miami Open in March 2024. Last July, she had surgery to remove uterine fibroids, which she said had caused pain throughout her career. She felt the DC Open was the right time to come back. Two matches in, she is still getting accustomed to match competitiveness.
"Well, you got to win to learn to win," she said Monday. "You got to win to win again. Isn't that a conundrum? But in any case, it's so much work. I have been training for months to get to this moment. And then you train to be prepared to win in this moment, but it's not a guarantee."
Williams won her doubles match with D.C. native Hailey Baptiste, 6-3, 6-1, over Eugenie Bouchard and Clervie Ngounoue. The crowd waiting to get into that match Monday afternoon stretched down the ramps of the stands and spilled onto the sidewalk below. Everyone wanted a glimpse.

Venus Williams is greeted by fans during Monday's doubles match. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


The match was played on a smaller court adjacent to the main stadium. As they played, the stadium was essentially empty, but every inch of the bleachers at their court was full. Cramped on the narrow entryway, members of the hopeful runover crowd strained their necks while looking for a clear view or an empty seat.
Well, unless you're Kevin Durant.
Durant and his security guards forced their way through the blockade to a specially cleared patch of seats. The D.C. native and NBA superstar wanted to see what everyone else did: the return of one of the most famous players in tennis.
"I think it's important to share those emotions," said Williams, who will team with Baptiste to face Taylor Townsend and Shuai Zhang on Wednesday. "To let go and to share that with the crowd and with the fans and with the world who are right there with you, you know, to see that moment of happiness in full circle."
"There is a lot of work that goes into this kind of preparation," she added Tuesday night. "I think each week that I was training, I was like, 'Oh, my God, I don't know if I'm good enough yet.' And then there would be weeks where I would leap forward, and there would be two weeks where I was like, 'Oh, God, it's not happening.' ... So it's all a head game.
"I think more than anything, it's just about love, right? If you have enough love for it, then you'll put in the effort, and then you'll find that little extra little bit at the end because I love it so much."

(Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post) 


Holger Rune, the No. 3 seed in the men's singles draw, withdrew Tuesday before playing a match. Rune has a back injury, according to a DC Open spokesperson. The native of Denmark was in Washington practicing over the weekend, including with five-time DC Open champion Andre Agassi.
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Sports
Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.

(Scott Taetsch/Getty Images)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-07-24
MLB
1 p.m. Baltimore at Cleveland >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
6:30 p.m. Toronto at Detroit >>> MLB Network
9:30 p.m. Seattle at Los Angeles Angels >>> MLB Network
GOLF
5 a.m. LPGA Tour: Scottish Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
8:30 a.m. Senior British Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
4 p.m. PGA Tour: 3M Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
4:30 a.m. (Friday) LPGA Tour: Scottish Open, second round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
6 p.m. Copa Sudamericana knockout stage, second leg: Universidad de Chile at Guarani >>> BeIN Sports
8 p.m. Women's Copa America, group stage: Argentina at Ecuador >>> Fox Sports 1
8 p.m. Women's Copa America, group stage: Chile at Uruguay >>> Fox Sports 2
8:30 p.m. Copa Sudamericana knockout round, second leg: Atletico Bucaramanga at Atletico Mineiro >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP: Generali Open, quarterfinals; WTA: Prague Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
11 a.m. ATP/WTA: DC Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL
9 p.m. Canadian Football League: Montreal at Calgary >>> CBS Sports Network
LITTLE LEAGUE SOFTBALL REGION TOURNAMENT SEMIFINALS
10 a.m. Southeast: Florida vs. North Carolina >>> ESPN
Noon New England: Maine vs. Vermont >>> ESPN
1:45 p.m. Central: Indiana vs. Missouri >>> ESPN
3:30 p.m. Southwest Oklahoma vs. Texas >>> ESPN
5:15 p.m. Northwest: Orgeon vs. Idaho >>> ESPN
7 p.m. Mid-Atlantic: New Jersey vs. Delaware >>> ESPN
8:45 p.m. West: Southern California vs. TBD >>> ESPN
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Tech Policy
Trump is targeting 'woke AI.' Here's what that means.
The president's executive order could reshape chatbots' politics. But experts say training AI models to be neutral is easier said than done.

President Donald Trump delivers remarks on artificial intelligence at the "Winning the AI Race" Summit in Washington on Wednesday. (Kent Nishimura/Reuters)


By Will Oremus | 2025-07-24
President Donald Trump signed an executive order Wednesday to steer federal contracts toward companies whose AI models are deemed free of ideological bias.
The order, issued as part of the administration's rollout of a wide-ranging "AI Action Plan," takes aim at what Trump calls "woke AI" -- chatbots, image generators and other tools whose outputs are perceived as exhibiting a liberal bias. It specifically bars federal agencies from procuring AI models that promote diversity, equity and inclusion, or DEI.
"From now on," Trump said, "the U.S. government will deal only with AI that pursues truth, fairness and strict impartiality."
But what is 'woke AI,' exactly, and how can tech companies avoid it?
Experts on the technology say the answer to both questions is murky. Some lawyers say the prospect of the Trump administration shaping what AI chatbots can and can't say raises First Amendment issues.
"These are words that seem great -- 'free of ideological bias,'" said Rumman Chowdhury, executive director of the nonprofit Humane Intelligence and former head of machine learning ethics at Twitter. "But it's impossible to do in practice."
The concern that popular AI tools exhibit a liberal skew took hold on the right in 2023, when examples circulated on social media of OpenAI's ChatGPT endorsing affirmative action and transgender rights or refusing to compose a poem praising Trump. It gained steam last year when Google's Gemini image generator was found to be injecting ethnic diversity into inappropriate contexts -- such as portraying Black, Asian and Native American people in response to requests for images of Vikings, Nazis or America's "Founding Fathers."
Google apologized and reprogrammed the tool, saying the outputs were an inadvertent by-product of its effort to ensure that the product appealed to a range of users around the world.
ChatGPT and other AI tools can indeed exhibit a liberal bias in certain situations, said Fabio Motoki, a lecturer at the University of East Anglia. In a study published last month, he and his co-authors found that OpenAI's GPT-4 responded to political questionnaires by evincing views that aligned closely with those of the average Democrat.
But assessing a chatbot's political leanings "is not straightforward," he added. On certain topics, such as the need for U.S. military supremacy, OpenAI's tools tend to produce writing and images that align more closely with Republican views. And other research, including an analysis by The Post, has found that AI image generators often reinforce ethnic, religious and gender stereotypes.
AI models exhibit all kinds of biases, experts say. It's part of how they work.
Chatbots and image generators draw on vast quantities of data ingested from across the internet to predict the most likely or appropriate response to a user's query. So they might respond to one prompt by spouting misogynist tropes gleaned from an unsavory anonymous forum -- then respond to a different prompt by regurgitating DEI policies scraped from corporate hiring policies.
Training an AI model to avoid such biases is notoriously tricky, Motoki said. You could try to do it by limiting the training data, paying humans to rate its answers for neutrality, or writing explicit instructions into its code. But all three approaches come with limitations and have been known to backfire by making the model's responses less useful or accurate.
"It's very, very difficult to steer these models to do what we want," he said.
Google's Gemini blooper was one example. Another came this year, when Elon Musk's xAI instructed its Grok chatbot to prioritize "truth-seeking" over political correctness -- leading it to spout racist and antisemitic conspiracy theories and at one point even refer to itself as "mecha-Hitler."
Political neutrality, for an AI model, is simply "not a thing," Chowdhury said. "It's not real."
For example, she said, if you ask a chatbot for its views on gun control, it could equivocate by echoing both Republican and Democratic talking points, or it might try to find the middle ground between the two. But the average AI user in Texas might see that answer as exhibiting a liberal bias, while a New Yorker might find it overly conservative. And to a user in Malaysia or France, where strict gun control laws are taken for granted, the same answer would seem radical.
How the Trump administration will decide which AI tools qualify as neutral is a key question, said Samir Jain, vice president of policy at the nonprofit Center for Democracy and Technology.
The executive order itself is not neutral, he said, because it rules out certain left-leaning viewpoints but not right-leaning viewpoints. The order lists "critical race theory, transgenderism, unconscious bias, intersectionality, and systemic racism" as concepts that should not be incorporated into AI models.
"I suspect they would say anything providing information about transgender care would be 'woke,'" Jain said. "But that's inherently a point of view."
Imposing that point of view on AI tools produced by private companies could run the risk of a First Amendment challenge, he said, depending on how it's implemented.
"The government can't force particular types of speech or try to censor particular viewpoints, as a general matter," Jain said. However, the administration does have some latitude to set standards for the products it purchases, provided its speech restrictions are related to the purposes for which it's using them.
Some analysts and advocates said they believe Trump's executive order is less heavy-handed than they had feared.
Neil Chilson, head of AI policy at the right-leaning nonprofit Abundance Institute, said the prospect of an overly prescriptive order on 'woke AI' was the one element that had worried him in advance of Trump's AI plan, which he generally supported. But after reading the order, he said on Thursday that those concerns were "overblown" and he believes the order "will be straightforward to comply with."
Mackenzie Arnold, director of U.S. policy at the Institute for Law and AI, a nonpartisan think tank, said he was glad to see the order makes allowances for the technical difficulty of programming AI tools to be neutral and offers a path for companies to comply by disclosing their AI models' instructions.
"While I don't like the styling of the EO on 'preventing woke AI' in government, the actual text is pretty reasonable," he said, adding that the big question is how the administration will enforce it.
"If it focuses its efforts on these sensible disclosures, it'll turn out OK," he said. "If it veers into ideological pressure, that would be a big misstep and bad precedent."
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Tech
Tesla earnings show ongoing fallout from Musk's broken alliance with Trump
Tesla reported another quarter of reduced profits after Elon Musk's stint in the Trump administration. The president's tax bill creates new business challenges.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk has said robots like this one on display at a business expo in Beijing this month will help revive the automaker's ailing business. (Andy Wong/AP)


By Trisha Thadani, Faiz Siddiqui | 2025-07-24
Tesla's latest earnings report released Wednesday showed an ongoing slump in profits and revenue after CEO Elon Musk's controversial stint in politics, and the company said President Donald Trump's recently passed tax bill is set to cause more pain.
The company attributed its protracted decline in profits to an array of factors, including falling vehicle deliveries. But a primary challenge to its business, the company said, was the tax bill passed this month that is expected to have implications beyond ending a $7,500 consumer tax credit for the purchase of a new electric vehicle.
"The One Big [Beautiful] Bill has a lot of changes that will affect our business," Tesla chief financial officer Vaibhav Taneja said on the company's earnings call, referring to Trump's tax law.
He said the bill's elimination of penalties for automakers that fail to meet certain emissions standards will cause ongoing problems for the automaker. Tesla has seen falling sales of emissions credits, a side effect of growing competition in the electric vehicle market.
Musk said on the earnings call that autonomous driving and robots would be the driving force behind Tesla's turnaround. But neither of those generates significant revenue for the company, suggesting that investors will have to be patient.
Tesla reported $1.2 billion in profits for the second quarter, down from $1.4 billion in the same period last year.
The annual decline was less severe than the 71 percent drop the company reported in April, but it extends a sharp downward trend that began after Musk joined the Trump administration to oversee deep cuts to the federal workforce. Tesla stock fell in after-market trading.
Tesla reported this month that its global vehicle deliveries were down 13.5 percent in the second quarter of the year, to 384,122. In the first quarter, global deliveries were down 13 percent year-over-year, and profits fell 71 percent.
Tesla's latest results showed a major drop in the sales of emissions regulation credits, which have been a linchpin of its business. The company sold $439 million of the credits in the second quarter, a steep drop from $890 million in the same period last year.
Automakers buy credits off the electric vehicle company to comply with emissions standards they are failing to meet on their own. But as other automakers have expanded their electric vehicle and hybrid programs, they need to buy fewer credits from Tesla.
Tesla's credit sales have in some previous quarters been crucial to lift revenue higher than expenses. In the first quarter of 2025, the company sold $595 million of regulatory credits and reported profits of $409 million.
"While we never plan our business around such sales, it will nonetheless impact our total revenue," Taneja said Wednesday, when discussing the impact of the recently passed bill.
Stephanie Brinley, an automotive analyst at S&P Global, said that the decline in regulatory credit sales had been ongoing for the past year and that the larger concern for Tesla is the decline in vehicle sales.
The new tax law, she said, "is more likely to have greater impact on future quarters."
Tesla was showing signs in 2024 that increased competition for electric vehicles from other automakers was hampering sales. Musk's embrace of Trump's campaign last year and the president's reelection prompted expectations from shareholders that Tesla could benefit from reduced regulatory scrutiny.
But after Trump took office, analysts and shareholders have said the company's challenges were worsened by Musk's political ventures. In his role with the U.S. DOGE Service, an acronym for Department of Government Efficiency, Musk championed sweeping and controversial federal layoffs and budget cuts.
Musk stepped back from the government in May, but shareholders are now concerned about the business consequences of the CEO's recent falling-out with Trump. The two men sparred over the president's recently passed tax bill, which is expected to raise the national debt by trillions and end the $7,500 tax credit for buyers of electric vehicles.
The billionaire has threatened to start a political party that could peel away some Republican voters. The entrepreneur's fiery reengagement with politics infuriated longtime shareholders, who called on Tesla's board to pull the CEO's attention back to his embattled EV company.
Trump has suggested DOGE should take "a good, hard, look" at Musk's extensive business with the government, which includes large deals with his rocket company SpaceX, a major NASA contractor.
Thomas Monteiro, senior analyst at Investing.com, said Tesla's second-quarter numbers "spark some optimism" because they suggest "the worst is likely behind it -- at least in terms of the core auto business."
"The outlook for the core business is looking somewhat better," Monteiro said in an email.
Tesla began rolling out its long-promised Robotaxi service last month to select riders in Austin. The company is fighting a federal wrongful death suit in Miami that alleges Tesla's Autopilot feature contributed to a fatal 2019 crash.
Tesla is also arguing before a California judge against regulators who want to ban Tesla sales in the state, alleging that the company has falsely marketed the capabilities of its driver assistance features.
Investors have been eager for the automaker to finally launch its fully self-driving vehicle, as Musk has previously said that "the value of Tesla, overwhelmingly, is autonomy." On Wednesday, Musk said the company would expand "autonomous ride-hailing for half of the U.S. population by year-end" pending regulatory approval.
The "Robotaxi fleet will go from tiny to gigantic in a short period of time," he said.
Musk has a long history of exaggerating timelines for his self-driving vehicles. In 2019, he promised to have over a million robotaxis on the road by the end of 2020, "for sure."
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National Security
U.S. nuclear and health agencies hit in Microsoft SharePoint breach
Victims of the recent global hacking campaign include the National Institutes of Health and the National Nuclear Security Administration, officials said.

SharePoint servers at the NIH in Bethesda, Maryland, were among the worldwide victims of a breach targeting the Microsoft collaboration software. (Wesley Lapointe/For The Washington Post)


By Ellen Nakashima, Joseph Menn, Carolyn Y. Johnson | 2025-07-23
The National Institutes of Health and the federal agency responsible for securing the nation's nuclear weapons were among the victims in a global breach of Microsoft server software over the weekend, according to officials at the agencies.
The incident at NIH, which has not been previously reported, involved at least one Microsoft SharePoint server system, said Andrew Nixon, a spokesman for the Department of Health and Human Services, and its scope and severity are being investigated.
The compromise at the National Nuclear Security Administration, an arm of the Energy Department, did not affect any classified information, said a person familiar with the matter who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss nonpublic matters. It was first reported by Bloomberg News. The NNSA helps keep 5,000 nuclear warheads secure and ready, guards against radiation leaks, and ensures that weapons do not mistakenly detonate.
An NNSA spokesperson said attacks using a "zero-day vulnerability" had begun affecting the Energy Department, including the NNSA, on Friday. "The department was minimally impacted due to its widespread use of the Microsoft M365 cloud and very capable cybersecurity systems," the spokesperson said. Only versions of SharePoint that are hosted by the customer, not those in the cloud, are vulnerable.
The spokesperson said only "a very small number of systems" were affected, adding: "NNSA is taking the appropriate action to mitigate risk and transition to other offerings as appropriate."
An internal email written by an NIH information technology official and viewed by The Washington Post said the agency's cybersecurity team was working to remediate the SharePoint attack, which was part of a global campaign that targeted government agencies, businesses, universities and other organizations in the United States, Europe and Asia.
Hackers connected to the Chinese government were behind at least some of the attacks in the past few days, defenders working on the intrusions said in interviews. Security firms helping affected customers said that many hacking groups are now trying to exploit the SharePoint flaw and that blueprints for attack methods have been circulating, including on public sites.
The operator of most of California's electric grid was also targeted, according to a person familiar with the matter. That nonprofit, the California Independent System Operator, did not confirm nor deny a breach, but said it "took immediate and decisive actions to assess and contain the threat."
"There has been no impact to market operations or grid reliability due to this incident," it said. "All systems remain stable and fully operational."
The NIH email said eight servers were disconnected from the internet and isolated. One was compromised, and two showed evidence of attempted breaches that were blocked. The servers taken offline were used to host NIH websites, including websites for the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases and the Fogarty International Center, which supports global health research and trains scientists.
The National Institutes of Health is the country's biggest funder of biomedical research, supporting studies that delve into a wide range of basic research and human health conditions.
"We are actively investigating the scope and severity of the incident, while taking all necessary steps to protect sensitive information and strengthen system security with our partners moving forward," DHS spokesman Nixon said. He added that while one server was impacted, others were isolated as a precaution. "We have no indication that any information was exfiltrated as a result of this SharePoint vulnerability," he added.
The FBI and other agencies are investigating the compromise of Microsoft's SharePoint collaboration software. The company issued the last of three patches for affected versions of its software on Monday.
A spokeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security's Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, which was alerted to the issue on Friday by a cybersecurity firm, warned Sunday that hackers were exploiting a software flaw that could allow them full access to information being exchanged on the SharePoint systems. That information could include file systems and login and password data.
Because SharePoint is often used in tandem with other Microsoft programs and databases. Another major concern is that hackers left back doors in some targets that will allow them to return.
The Chinese Embassy did not address the country's alleged role in the hacking wave, but it questioned the strength of the evidence in past accusations. "Cyberspace is characterized by strong virtuality, difficulty in tracing origins, and diverse actors, making the tracing of cyberattacks a complex technical issue," embassy spokesman Liu Pengyu said in an email.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent told Bloomberg Television on Wednesday that the SharePoint hacks would be discussed during trade talks with Chinese officials in Stockholm next week.
Alex Stamos, chief information security officer at SentinelOne, said that SharePoint systems hosted on a customer's premises were a natural weak spot and that transitioning to the cloud would be much safer. "Nobody should be running Microsoft on-premise products anymore," he said.
The wave of attacks comes at a difficult time for both Microsoft and CISA, the lead U.S. agency for helping to protect civilian entities from cyberattacks. Microsoft had been alerted to a security weakness in SharePoint recently and issued a fix. But hackers discovered that the fix was inadequate and figured out a way around it.
The company has been widely criticized over the past few years for other security mistakes in its core products and internal architecture, including one that allowed Chinese hackers to obtain a digital key that allowed them to validate customers, leading to email breaches at the departments of State and Commerce.
At the same time, Microsoft's add-on security products have become an increasingly important source of its revenue as it spends more on artificial intelligence.
"Government agencies have become dependent on a company that not only doesn't care about security, but is making billions of dollars selling premium cybersecurity services to address the flaws in its products," said Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Oregon).
Microsoft did not respond to a request for comment.
CISA, meanwhile, is reeling from budget cuts and high turnover. In March, DHS cut $10 million in funding to the nonprofit Center for Internet Security for routing warnings of cyberattacks to 18,000 state and local entities. The subsequent job cuts slowed the notifications of about 1,000 members exposed to the weekend hacking campaign, the center said.
The center's chief executive, John Gilligan, said the administration's budget request for the coming year had no money for CIS, leaving it scrambling to get states to pay membership fees instead.
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Obituaries
Wrestling superstar Hulk Hogan dies at 71
He became a cause celebre of the courtroom as much as the ring. His tabloid-centric private life inspired a legal battle over the First Amendment and the right to privacy.

Hulk Hogan works the crowd during his Hulkamania Tour in Melbourne, Australia, on Nov. 21, 2009. (Mark Dadswell/Getty Images)


By Ben Sumner | 2025-07-24
Terry Bollea, the Florida wrestler who shot to superstardom as Hulk Hogan and whose tabloid-centric private life became a legal battleground over the First Amendment, died Thursday in Clearwater Beach, Florida, the Clearwater Police Department and World Wrestling Entertainment said. He was 71.
Emergency personnel responded to a call for a cardiac arrest and took him to Morton Plant Hospital, where he was pronounced dead, Clearwater police said.
For a generation of professional wrestling fans, Hulk Hogan reigned supreme. During the peak of "Hulkamania" in the 1980s, the 6-foot-7, 295-pound grappler was the face of Vince McMahon Jr.'s company, then known as the World Wrestling Federation. Mr. Bollea's likeness touched every corner of pop culture, including movies, television, video games, merchandise and even a chain of pasta restaurants.
With his deeply tanned skin, thinning blond locks, Fu Manchu mustache and red bandanna, Mr. Bollea flexed his "24-inch pythons" -- the nickname he bestowed on his biceps -- ripped off his shirt and preached words of encouragement to hordes of fans known as Hulkamaniacs: "Train, say your prayers, eat your vitamins, be true to yourself, true to your country. Be a real American!"
After portraying a larger-than-life wrestler called Thunderlips in the 1982 boxing film "Rocky III," the Hulk Hogan character took off two years later when McMahon tapped him to beat the Iron Sheik (the supervillain stage name of Hossein Vaziri).

Hulk Hogan and Mr. T give a news conference in Madison Square Garden in March 1985, just before Mr. T's professional wrestling debut. (Corey Struller/AP)



Hulk Hogan prepares to slam "Rowdy" Roddy Piper down on the mat during WrestleMania at Madison Square Garden on March 31, 1985. (Ray Stubblebine/AP)


Escaping the Iranian's signature move, a back-bending chinlock known as the "camel clutch," Mr. Bollea bounced off the ropes and dropped his leg on the Sheik, pinning him at Madison Square Garden in Manhattan to win the heavyweight championship belt.
WrestleMania, wrestling's version of the Super Bowl, then set pay-per-view records with Mr. Bollea's matches as the featured act. "The slam heard 'round the world" came in 1987 at WrestleMania III, in front of 93,173 fans at the Pontiac Silverdome in Michigan.
Entering the ring to his theme song, "Real American" by Rick Derringer, the Hulkster body-slammed and ended the 14-year undefeated streak of Andre the Giant (Andre Roussimoff), who stood  7-foot-4 and at the time was nearly 700 pounds, according to Mr. Bollea.

Muhammad Ali, Liberace and Hulk Hogan get together at Madison Square Garden on March 29, 1985. (Marty Lederhandler/AP)


The star power of Hulk Hogan turned McMahon's enterprise, rebranded in 2002 as World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE), into a global marketing behemoth.
Mr. Bollea's reputation was briefly dented in the early 1990s, when he admitted to using anabolic steroids. But he subsequently flourished for a few years as the villainous "Hollywood Hulk Hogan" with media mogul Ted Turner's World Championship Wrestling, a short-lived WWE competitor.

Hulk Hogan in 2018 in Los Angeles. (Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP)


Decades after his heyday in the ring, Mr. Bollea kept in the public eye, for better and worse.
His reality TV show, "Hogan Knows Best," presumably a view into his home life, aired on the cable network VH1 from 2005 to 2007. He became a fixture in the courtroom after suing the owners of a popular gossip website that showed portions of a 2007 sex tape featuring Mr. Bollea and the wife of a friend.
The taping reportedly had been done without Mr. Bollea's knowledge, and excerpts appeared on the website Gawker in 2012. The former wrestler sought legal redress from Gawker Media and its founder and principal owner, Nick Denton, saying that the publication of the tape had no news value and was solely a crass commercial attempt to garner clicks at his expense. He called it an invasion of privacy.
Lawyers for Gawker claimed that Mr. Bollea was a public figure given to flamboyant exhibitionism, including his frequent mention of his sex life in interviews, which made the video a matter of public interest protected by the First Amendment.
The lawsuit dragged on for years, and in June 2016, a Florida judge affirmed a jury verdict awarding Mr. Hogan $140 million in damages. Not long afterward, Mr. Bollea reached a $31 million settlement with Gawker Media, which had filed for bankruptcy and sold itself to the media company Univision. Gawker.com was shuttered.

Hulk Hogan grimaces in pain as his opponent Ric Flair stands over him during the Hulkamania Tour in Melbourne in 2009. (Mark Dadswell/Getty Images)


During the proceedings, it was revealed that Mr. Hogan's suit was bankrolled in part by Silicon Valley venture capitalist Peter Thiel, a billionaire founder of PayPal and one of Facebook's earliest investors. Thiel had reputedly been aggrieved for years over a Gawker blog that had outed him as gay. He accused the company of printing stories that "ruined people's lives for no reason."
All along, journalists and First Amendment advocates said that the case, Bollea v. Gawker, would have far-reaching consequences. Their fear was that media organizations would quash valid stories out of fear of financial retaliation or be shut down entirely for publishing something newsworthy but controversial.
The case was the subject of a Netflix documentary "Nobody Speak: Trials of the Free Press" (2017) and a book by Ryan Holiday, "Conspiracy: Peter Thiel, Hulk Hogan, Gawker, and the Anatomy of Intrigue" (2018).
The settlement didn't end Mr. Bollea's troubles. In 2015, the National Enquirer published dialogue -- allegedly from the same sex tape -- of him using racist language involving African Americans. WWE immediately cut ties with Mr. Bollea, scrubbing its website of his references, before reinstating him after a three-year suspension.
"I'm not a racist, but I never should have said what I said," Mr. Bollea told the ABC show "Good Morning America." "It was wrong. I'm embarrassed by it."

Hulk Hogan arrives at the 2005 MTV Awards in Miami with his wife, Linda, and children Nick and Brooke. (Jeff Christensen/Associated Press)


Even before the Gawker case, Mr. Bollea's personal life had been unraveling amid an acrimonious divorce from his wife of 24 years, Linda Claridge, who made allegations of physical abuse and infidelities.
The divorce was finalized in 2007, the same year their son Nick seriously injured a friend in a car accident and was charged with a felony. Mr. Bollea said he fell into a major depression and contemplated suicide. Drinking Captain Morgan rum and popping Xanax, Mr. Bollea said, he sat in his bathroom for several hours with a gun.
"People might look at a guy like me and think, He would never commit suicide. But I was so depressed I just kept thinking, This would be so easy," Mr. Bollea wrote in his 2010 book, "My Life Outside the Ring," co-authored with Mark Dagostino.
Mr. Bollea credited a serendipitous phone call from boxer Laila Ali, daughter of Muhammad Ali, for lifting him out of his suicidal thoughts. She had been his co-host on NBC's 2008 revival of "American Gladiators," a show that pitted amateur competitors against super-fit cast regulars in bouts of athletic prowess.
"In a way, it snapped me out of it. At that moment, I switched gears," he told "Today" host Meredith Vieira. "I got sick and tired of being sick and tired. Her voice kind of saved my life."

Hulk Hogan in 2009. (Jeff Christensen/Associated Press)


Terrence Gene Bollea was born in Augusta, Georgia, on Aug. 11, 1953, and grew up in Tampa. His father was a construction foreman, and his mother was a dance teacher and homemaker. He was a star baseball player until he suffered an elbow injury at 14.
He shunned entreaties by coaches to join other team sports. Instead, he took a liking to professional wrestling on TV. He spent the mid-1970s as a dockworker and lifting weights while attending the University of South Florida.
He also played bass guitar in a band called Ruckus, where he found a showman's knack for pumping up the audience between songs. The band developed a local following, with some of his childhood wrestling heroes among the fans. They recruited him to the ring.
Mr. Bollea's first training session ended with a broken shin, and his initial stint in the business didn't last more than a few months before he quit out of frustration over poor pay and few opportunities.

Hulk Hogan rips his shirt as he speaks during the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on July 18, 2024. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Instead, he helped a friend manage a club and open a gym. He also began wrestling with another friend, Ed Leslie -- known later as wrestler Brutus "The Barber" Beefcake. Bulked by steroids, Mr. Bollea began wrestling with Leslie as the Boulder Brothers.
He adopted the nickname Hulk based on the popular TV series "The Incredible Hulk," based on the Marvel Comics character. In the WWE a few years later, he was rechristened "Hogan" -- an Irish surname suited to a profession where wrestlers were presented to fans along ethnic or cultural lines. He was inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame in 2005.
In 2010, he married makeup artist Jennifer McDaniel, before divorcing in 2021. In 2023, he announced his engagement to Sky Daily, a yoga instructor. He had two children from his first marriage, actress and singer Brooke Hogan and Nick Hogan. Survivors also include two grandchildren from Brooke Hogan, who married former hockey player Steve Oleksy, and several stepchildren.
In a life filled with personal and professional tumult, Mr. Bollea insisted he was a gentle guy, put off by real confrontation only to bask in the character he played in the wrestling ring or in front of the cameras for "reality" TV.
"Seriously, if wrestling wasn't predetermined and was some kind of actual fight, I wouldn't have gone anywhere near it," he wrote in his memoir. "I was only attracted to it after I discovered that it was entertainment."

Hulk Hogan gestures to the audience during his Hulkamania Tour in Perth, Australia, in November 2009. (Paul Kane/Getty Images)


Angie Orellana Hernandez contributed to this report.
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Education
Inside the powerful task force spearheading Trump's assault on colleges, DEI 
Critics say the Trump administration, which just struck a deal with Columbia University, is using antisemitism probes to pursue an unrelated conservative agenda.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Jose L. Soto/The Washington Post; Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post; Sarah Yenesel/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock; Joseph Prezioso/AFP/Getty Images; iStock)


By Laura Meckler, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Susan Svrluga, Perry Stein, Emily Davies | 2025-07-24
Editor's note: This story originally published on July 18 but has been updated to reflect the Trump administration's deal with Columbia University. 
In 2021, future vice president JD Vance delivered a speech titled "The Universities Are the Enemy." A few years later, during his campaign, Donald Trump called college leaders "Marxist maniacs."
Now their administration is using the full force of the federal government to investigate long-standing conservative complaints about universities, making sweeping demands and cutting billions of dollars in federal funding as it works to bring campuses to heel.
The most powerful vehicle for the onslaught has been the Joint Task Force to Combat Anti-Semitism, which recorded what the White House cast as a significant victory Wednesday with a sweeping agreement with Columbia University.
The administration established the task force in February to counter what it describes as widespread failure by universities to protect Jewish students since the start of campus protests against the Israel-Gaza war. In reality, many of the task force's unprecedented demands and punishments have nothing to do with antisemitism. Instead, they seek hiring and programming changes to strip long-standing conservative targets including DEI and a liberal worldview from higher education.
The agreement with Columbia includes provisions that deal with race, as well as others meant to combat antisemitism. Under the deal, Columbia promised not to sponsor any programs that promote "unlawful DEI goals" and not to consider race in hiring and admissions.

A pro-Palestinian protest is held at Harvard University in October 2023. (Joseph Prezioso/AFP/Getty Images)


A White House official, who was not authorized to speak publicly and spoke on the condition of anonymity, said the task force began by focusing on antisemitism but described antisemitism as only "the symptom" of a broken and corrupt culture on college campuses "and not the disease." The official said the same campus culture that labels Jews as oppressors also isolates White students in favor of promoting racial minorities. That assertion was echoed by several administration officials and some conservative Jewish leaders.
The administration's critics, including some Jewish leaders and groups, say stripping diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives from colleges won't prevent antisemitism and predict the task force's tactics will prompt a backlash. The administration is using antisemitism investigations as a pretext to pursue an unrelated conservative agenda, they argue.
"It's self-evident it's not about antisemitism," said Yehuda Kurtzer, president of the Shalom Hartman Institute, a Jerusalem-based research and educational center focused on world Jewish life and pluralism. "Why would that have anything to do with cutting funding for research? It's about conservative fears of higher education, and antisemitism is an excuse."
Unlike Columbia, Harvard University is fighting the Trump administration's federal funding cuts in court. These issues were on display this week in a federal court in Boston, when attorneys for Harvard and the Trump administration faced off in a pivotal hearing in a lawsuit the university filed in an attempt to restore the funding.
This account of the antisemitism task force's mission and tactics is based on interviews with 40 administration officials, administration allies, university officials and others familiar with the task force's work. Some spoke on the condition of anonymity to avoid retribution for speaking without authorization.
White House spokesman Harrison Fields said fighting antisemitism and DEI are both administration priorities.
"The suggestion that the Administration is weaponizing the fight against antisemitism to implement commonsense policies to end DEI is outrageous and baseless," he said in a statement.
He said both efforts are "fully aligned with upholding federal law, which these practices clearly violate."
The Trump administration's rhetorical, administrative and financial attack on higher education is like none other since the federal government ramped up funding to universities in the aftermath of World War II.
The work -- which at times has ignored legal norms and procedures -- is driven by the task force, made up of senior officials in the Justice, Education, and Health and Human Services departments, as well as the little-known General Services Administration. Since almost the start of Trump's second term, they have invoked both antisemitism and DEI in a quest to transform the culture of campuses and stamp out what many Republicans see as outright hostility to conservative values, discourse and thought.
For supporters, DEI is a way to ensure that all types of people -- regardless of race, gender and other factors -- are represented and feel included and that institutions address structural barriers that may prevent equal opportunity. But critics -- including many conservatives -- say DEI divides people based on identity, leads to discrimination based on race and gender and ignores merit in favor of quotas.
One task force member said it makes sense to create a "global settlement" with universities that would encompass a range of alleged violations. Task force investigations sometimes start out examining allegations of antisemitism, this person said, but then identify what members see as other concerns, such as race-conscious admissions, which the Supreme Court has ruled are unconstitutional.
Now, even as Harvard fights the Trump administration in court, the administration's hard-edged approach is paying dividends, with schools including Harvard and Columbia -- the two biggest targets -- agreeing to some government demands.
In interviews, several administration officials argued that antisemitism and DEI are inextricably linked and said the task force's mandate is widely understood internally to include both issues. They argued that both are rooted in racism and that both violate civil rights law.
"History has shown that antisemitism is oftentimes the canary in the coal mine for deeper civil rights issues," said Josh Gruenbaum, a Trump appointee who is commissioner of the General Services Administration's Federal Acquisition Service and a member of the task force. At one White House meeting, a senior Justice Department official compared the people behind campus antisemitism to protesters in liberal movements such as Black Lives Matter and Occupy Wall Street, attendees said.
After Hamas attacked Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, and Israel responded with a deadly incursion into Gaza, large-scale pro-Palestinian protests erupted on many college campuses. Some Jewish students said certain actions and rhetoric amounted to antisemitism, and colleges faced a challenge balancing the free speech rights of protesters against those concerns.
Protests were particularly intense and divisive in the 2023-2024 school year, and some Jewish students reported being frightened by the language demonstrators used and being excluded from clubs on campus. While many protests were peaceful, some demonstrators celebrated the Oct. 7 attack, handed out fliers promoting Hamas, and spray-painted target symbols and death threats. At Columbia, a class about Israel was disrupted by protesters, the protest encampments barred "Zionists" from entering, and a Jewish student just outside the school gates reported being punched in the face.
A survey last fall by the American Jewish Committee of current and recent Jewish college students found about 1 in 3 reported experiencing antisemitism during their time as a student, and nearly as many said they felt uncomfortable or unsafe at a campus event at least once because of their Jewish identity.

Protesters rally at Columbia University one year after the Hamas attack on Israel. (Victor J. Blue/For The Washington Post)


Soon after taking office, the Trump administration ordered schools to adopt stronger policies on protests and enforce them, ban masks on campus, and change academic programs that deal with the Middle East.
But the task force also demanded a wide range of changes related to DEI and race. Among them: changes to admissions, closing DEI offices and altering hiring practices.
To push colleges to comply, the administration has frozen billions of dollars in federal funding to at least six highly selective universities -- notably Harvard and Columbia, which have seen the highest-profile federal cuts -- but also Cornell, Northwestern, Brown and Princeton.
Officials also wrote to 60 schools in March to warn that they might be subject to "enforcement actions" based on their responses to antisemitism, though more than 20 of them have heard nothing from the administration since then, according to a Washington Post survey.
One targeted school, Brown University, said its funding was cut without "any formal notification or explanation" from the federal government and "in spite of Brown's cooperation with multiple government reviews and our compliance with the law."
This mishmash of enforcement has frightened universities across the country. Government attorneys are using well-established processes to investigate some complaints against universities. But in other cases, political appointees are directing and announcing punishments and demands before schools have a chance to respond to the allegations and before the administration attempts to negotiate an agreement, as civil rights law directs.
Some penalties are being challenged in court. But Columbia has agreed to a number of changes demanded by the administration. The agreement reached Wednesday includes detailed promises to not consider race in admissions or hiring and to provide an outside monitor with detailed data for audit. At Harvard, talks are ongoing about creating a "pluralism hub" to promote viewpoint diversity -- a response to the conservative critique of overly liberal faculties. In April, Harvard renamed its Office for Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and Belonging; it is now called Community and Campus Life.
Other universities are also making changes in line with administration priorities, Education Secretary Linda McMahon said.
"What we've seen, since we really began this effort, you know, it was kind of a hard hammer at first," she said at an event in June hosted by Bloomberg News. "And so we've now seen a lot of other universities who are starting to look at their practices and their programs and getting ahead of the curve so that they can report back."
The task force was created on Feb. 3, days after Trump signed an executive order directing "additional measures to combat antisemitism." Operated out of the Justice Department, its members ultimately report to the White House, a White House official said, with Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller playing an oversight role.
The public face is Leo Terrell, a civil rights attorney who left his job as a Fox News contributor to take a senior position in Trump's Justice Department. Republicans refer to him as "Leo 2.0" -- an affectionate nod to his political transformation from Democrat to Trump supporter.
Terrell posts on social media throughout the day, echoing some of the right's most incendiary and baseless claims. He also rails against diversity, equity and inclusion, often simply posting "I hate DEI" and tagging people of color with whom he disagrees as DEI hires.

With President Donald Trump by his side, Leo Terrell speaks in February at a White House reception honoring Black History Month. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


He's also echoed antisemitic comments, such as when he shared a post on X by the then-head of Identity Evropa, which later changed its name to American Identity Movement, a now-defunct group that the Anti-Defamation League dubbed a white-supremacist organization. The post suggested that Trump "revoke" Sen. Charles E. Schumer's "Jew card" because of his views on the conflict in Israel.
Multiple people said Terrell has little experience in the type of legal work the task force is undertaking and is not involved in its day-to-day legal strategy. He acts as a messenger sometimes, they said, sending directives from the White House and updating Trump officials on the group's work.
He has been eager to sit down with conservative Jewish leaders, people who have met with him said. But he hasn't met with groups that represent larger shares of the Jewish community, such as the Union for Reform Judaism, the association representing the largest Jewish denomination in the U.S., the group said. The American Jewish Committee waited months to get a meeting, officials said.
Terrell declined multiple interview requests. A Justice Department spokesperson also declined to comment on Terrell's role and actions.
Much of the task force's work is being shepherded by lower-profile senior administration officials: Tom Wheeler and Sean Keveney, the acting general counsels of the departments of Education and Health and Human Services, and Gruenbaum from the General Services Administration, according to two task force members. Harmeet Dhillon directly oversees the group's work as head of the Justice Department's civil rights division.
The Education and Justice departments have long been involved in enforcing civil rights laws on campuses. Involving HHS and GSA in investigations is a newer approach that has given the administration a powerful stick. HHS controls many of the federal grants on which universities depend. GSA, as the federal government's central procurement agency, has a deep understanding of data on grants and contracts to the universities across agencies.
It's not the only novel strategy the task force is deploying.
Typically, government lawyers and investigators who are not political appointees lead the process of collecting evidence and decide whether there is cause to launch an investigation, avoiding public announcements in case there is no finding of wrongdoing.
Dhillon and her political team scour social media to identify instances of antisemitism and determine what investigations to launch. They often speak and post about some of those efforts publicly.
The administration has also deployed the State Department and Department of Homeland Security to try to prevent Harvard from enrolling foreign students, a move blocked so far by a federal court.
And a May letter to Harvard signed by the usually measured and diplomatic McMahon was written in the style of Trump. It was strewn with all-caps words, insults and exclamation points. "Harvard should no longer seek GRANTS from the federal government, since none will be provided," the letter said.

Education Secretary Linda McMahon prepares to testify in a House hearing in May. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)


Another letter, from the task force to Harvard, included a litany of demands that had little to do with resolving allegations of antisemitism, as well as some that did relate. It demanded that Harvard cease alleged racial hiring and admissions preferences, shutter all DEI initiatives, and conduct an audit to assure "viewpoint diversity" in the student body, faculty, staff and leadership, as well as in every department, field and teaching unit.
The letter was sent in error, according to two people familiar with the situation. Still, administration officials stood behind it.
Harvard refused to comply, and within hours, the first funding freeze hit. Harvard then responded with its lawsuit.
The legal basis for the crackdown on universities centers on Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color or national origin in programs or activities -- including universities -- that receive federal funding. That includes discrimination based on shared national ancestry, such as Jewish heritage.
By law, the government is supposed to investigate complaints and, if they are substantiated, give the university an opportunity to come into compliance. Typically, the institution will negotiate an agreement, which might include policy changes and monitoring by the government.
If talks fail, the government can take the case to court, where a judge would consider whether funding should be denied.
"The statutes and regulations set out a really careful process the government is supposed to follow," said Shaheena Simons, who worked as a civil rights attorney at the Justice Department for 17 years, including nine as head of the educational opportunities section.
Under the law, she said, "withdrawal of federal funds is treated as a last resort action."
In several high-profile cases, the Trump task force has skipped all these steps. For instance, it announced an investigation into actions of Columbia University on March 3. Four days later, it froze $400 million in federal grants and contracts.
There is also no indication that the administration investigated Harvard before freezing about $2.5 billion in funding, declaring the university would no longer receive any future federal funding and attempting to bar foreign students from enrolling in the school.
"The speed with which they are putting out these so-called findings suggests these are not bona fide investigations," Simons said. "Legitimate investigations take time."
McMahon defended the task force's approach, saying the violations were obvious from news reports of pro-Palestinian protests against the Israel-Gaza war on college campuses last year.
"If you watched on television ... students really were attacked. Professors were attacked. There was an action that needed to be taken," she said at the Bloomberg event.
In legal filings in Harvard's lawsuit, the Trump administration has said that it had not canceled contracts because of violations to civil rights law -- even though officials repeatedly invoke these laws in rebuking universities. Rather, the administration said, it canceled contracts for "policy purposes," explaining that the "policy purpose is to not fund institutions that fail to address antisemitism."

Students graduating on May 29 stand next to a statue of John Harvard, their school's eponym. (Rick Friedman/AFP/Getty Images)


The courts will decide whether it is legal to pull funding without a formal investigation, negotiation and court finding, said Kenneth L. Marcus, who headed the Education Department's civil rights office during the first Trump administration and is founder and chairman of the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights Under Law, which works to combat antisemitism.
Marcus welcomed the administration's approach as an overdue and aggressive response to what he sees as dangerous levels of antisemitism. But he agreed that the administration is jettisoning procedures established in law that he followed when in government.
"The Trump administration is really saying they're not going to use the same procedures used by prior administrations because we have an exceptional circumstance here," he said. "That is an assertion that would have to be litigated in the courts."
Some of the administration's threats have yet to materialize.
In February, the task force promised to visit 10 schools that have experienced antisemitism and meet with a wide range of people in the campus community to investigate the incidents. But four of those schools said no visits have been requested. (Four universities declined to comment, and two did not respond to requests for comment.)
George Washington University, for instance, located one mile from the White House, has publicly said it responded to the notification by asking how the school could prepare for a visit, but school officials said they have not yet heard from the administration.
Many schools are unsure of the status of their investigations after hearing little or nothing from the administration, said Jonathan Fansmith, senior vice president for government relations and national engagement at the American Council on Education.
He said one reason might be the gutting of staff at the Education Department's Office for Civil Rights, including closing seven of 12 regional offices. Beyond that, he suggested the administration appears more interested in drawing public attention than using established procedures to investigate and prove its cases.
"What's very, very clear is that they're not really putting the resources into the processes that are dictated in law, that people understand, that lead to actual resolutions that improve the situations," Fansmith said. "They're putting a lot of time and resources into things that grab attention and that they can use for headlines, but without any sort of follow-up or implementation."
The administration's broad view of the relationship between antisemitism and DEI was on display at a private White House meeting for Jewish leaders in early June, which followed a brutal attack on demonstrators in Boulder, Colorado, who were calling for a release of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza. Top Trump administration officials including Dhillon and White House Chief of Staff Susie Wiles spoke to the group.
Dhillon repeatedly connected fighting antisemitism to other conservative causes, according to two people at the event. She said the attack showed why Americans need expanded gun rights, these people said. And she compared people guilty of antisemitism to those involved in movements including Black Lives Matter, Occupy Wall Street and antifa, saying all are ideologically aligned with Marxism.
Some guests said they took that comment to mean there was antisemitism in those movements, too, and the spread of antisemitism on college campuses is the natural progression. Others left confused about the task force's true purpose.
In interviews, administration officials disagreed about whether the task force was always meant to address a wide swath of issues or whether it morphed in that direction, but they agreed that the mission extends beyond whether colleges have protected Jews on campus.
"The original version of it was just antisemitism," a White House official said. "But practically, the antisemitism task force ends up folding in a lot of other conversations."
Critics are skeptical, noting that Trump has been accused of antisemitic rhetoric himself. This month, for instance, he used an antisemitic slur while referencing unscrupulous bankers. In November 2022, he had dinner with the rapper Ye, formerly known as Kanye West, who has made anti-Jewish remarks, and Nick Fuentes, an antisemite and white nationalist who has called Republicans who work with Jewish people "race traitors."
Trump replied that he didn't know the comment about bankers was considered antisemitic. As for the dinner, he said at the time that he "never met and knew nothing about" Fuentes before he arrived with Ye at his club. He wrote that Ye "expressed no anti-Semitism" at the dinner.
At a congressional hearing in June, Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland) said Trump would not associate with antisemites if he was committed to eradicating anti-Jewish bias.

Rep. Jamie Raskin has questioned whether Trump is genuine about his commitment to eradicating anti-Jewish bias. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


"Seizing control of college student admissions, faculty hiring and curricular content at colleges and universities has nothing to do with protecting Jewish students," Raskin said.
Many Jewish leaders say they are concerned about DEI programs that have divided the world into "oppressed" and "oppressors," with Jews cast as oppressors despite antisemitism that has persisted over centuries. In the aftermath of the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel, some universities had "systemic blind spots" about the antisemitism that Jewish students were encountering, and DEI initiatives might have contributed, said Pamela Nadell, director of the Jewish Studies Program at American University and author of a forthcoming book on antisemitism.
But she said the answer is to widen the definition of DEI to include Jews, not to eliminate DEI.
"Ultimately, I am deeply worried that under the pretext of ending hatred of Jewish people -- an historic, worldwide problem -- the antisemitism task force's demands to dismantle DEI as the root of antisemitism will further isolate Jews in American colleges and universities," she said. "Jews will be blamed for its abolition. But antisemitism will not disappear from the campus."
Paige Winfield Cunningham, Michelle Boorstein and Danielle Douglas-Gabriel contributed to this report.
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National
Flight attendant who filmed girls in plane bathrooms sentenced to 181/2 years
Estes Carter Thompson III secretly filmed five underage girls while they used the bathroom on American Airlines flights where he worked as an attendant, prosecutors said.

Estes Carter Thompson III, shown in an undated inmate photo. (Blue Ridge Regional Jail Authority/AP) 


By Annabelle Timsit | 2025-07-24
A former American Airlines flight attendant who secretly filmed underage girls in airplane bathrooms has been sentenced to 181/2 years in prison.
Prosecutors said that between January and September 2023, Estes Carter Thompson III set up "a secret recording studio" in the lavatories using his cellphone and directed girls there so he could film them, later storing and revisiting the videos. He was eventually got caught when a 14-year-old girl noticed the phone he had taped to the lid of the toilet and reported the incident to her mother, leading to his arrest in January 2024.
Thompson was sentenced Wednesday to 181/2 years in federal prison, followed by five years of supervised release, during which he must register as a sex offender and participate in a treatment program for sex offenders, among other conditions. Judge Julia E. Kobick recommended that he be incarcerated in a federal prison in Butner, North Carolina.
Thompson "robbed five young girls of their innocence and belief in the goodness of the world and the people they would encounter in it, instead leaving them with fear, mistrust, insecurity, and sadness," the U.S. attorney's office for the District of Massachusetts said in a sentencing memo.
Thompson pleaded guilty in March to one count of attempted sexual exploitation of children and one count of possession of child pornography depicting a prepubescent minor.
In a sentencing memo submitted to the court, he said he had "ample time to reflect on his actions" since his arrest and "fully acknowledges the wrongfulness of his conduct and is remorseful for the harm he has caused." His lawyer, Scott Lauer, could not immediately be reached for comment early Thursday.
Thompson's actions first came to light on Sept. 2, 2023, when he worked as a flight attendant on American Airlines Flight 1441 from Charlotte to Boston. Prosecutors said he approached a 14-year-old girl while she was waiting in line to use the bathroom in economy class and told her that she could use the first-class bathroom instead. Thompson escorted the girl to the first-class bathroom but went in first -- telling the girl that the toilet seat was broken -- and attached his iPhone to the underside of the toilet seat lid, covering it up with stickers, and set the phone's camera to record.
After the girl used the bathroom, she noticed the phone protruding from underneath the "Inoperative Catering Equipment" stickers and took a picture. After she came out, Thompson "immediately entered the lavatory and removed his iPhone," prosecutors said in their sentencing memo. But the girl alerted her mother, who notified the girl's father and other flight attendants.
After being confronted, Thompson "took his iPhone into the lavatory, where he restored the phone to factory settings, wiping all content from the phone," prosecutors said.

The actions by Estes Carter Thompson III first came to light during an American Airlines flight in 2023. (Shannon Stapleton/Reuters)


When the plane landed in Boston, investigators were waiting for Thompson and seized his device and bag, and found 11 "Inoperative Catering Equipment" stickers in his carry-on suitcase. As part of the investigation, they searched his iCloud account and identified four additional instances in which Thompson had recorded pubescent or prepubescent girls in a plane bathroom, investigators said.
Investigators also found 50 images of a sixth child who traveled as an unaccompanied minor on a flight on which Thompson worked as a flight attendant, when she was around 10 years old. Those images showed her sleeping and include some that "focused on the child's clothed buttocks as she de-planed," prosecutors said.
Finally, prosecutors said that investigators found "additional evidence of Thompson's sexual interest in children" in his iCloud account, including hundreds of AI-generated child pornography images.
Following the incident, Thompson said that he checked himself into a rehab facility for treatment for alcohol abuse, citing a years-long "unhealthy relationship with alcohol" that was exacerbated during the pandemic. The Associated Press reported that Thompson apologized in court on Wednesday and said his actions were "selfish, perverse and wrong."
Prosecutors in their memo said Thompson's actions deeply impacted his five victims and their families. They cited the parents of the 14-year-old girl who reported Thompson as saying that she is "not the same child" anymore and has lot trust in adults and men in particular.
"The harms caused by the defendant are numerous and run deep, and will likely be felt by these children and their families for years," prosecutors said.
The family who reported Thompson in Boston filed a lawsuit against American Airlines in December 2023, alleging the company "should have known the flight attendant was a danger" and that other crew members failed to confiscate his phone mid-flight, allowing him time to destroy evidence.
"We take these allegations very seriously," American Airlines said in a statement at the time. "They do not reflect our airline or our core mission of caring for people. We have been fully cooperating with law enforcement in its investigation, as there is nothing more important than the safety and security of our customers and team."
American said Thompson was "immediately withheld from service following the September 2023 incident and hasn't worked since."
WSOC, a television station based in North Carolina, reported in February that the family settled with the airline.
The family of another victim, who was 9 years old at the time, previously told The Washington Post their daughter had become too afraid to sleep the night before a flight, asking if the flight attendant in question would be on the plane or whether there would be male flight attendants working.
When the girl had to use the restroom, "I had to walk with her and check it out before," her mother said. "That's our new normal."
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National
Gunman opens fire on Ohio police officers on lunch break, wounding three
Authorities say the shooting of three Lorain Police Department officers was a targeted attack on law enforcement. The gunman was shot and killed at the scene.

This aerial image taken from video provided by WEWS shows police working at the scene where three police officers were shot and wounded and the shooter killed on Wednesday in Lorain, Ohio. (WEWS/AP)


By Vivian Ho | 2025-07-24
A gunman opened fire on two police officers on their lunch break in Lorain, Ohio, wounding both of them and a third officer responding to their call for help, authorities said.
The shooter, who had an "arsenal" of weapons with him, was shot and killed at the scene when other responding officers returned fire, said Michael Failing, the acting chief of the Lorain Police Department, during a news conference Wednesday.
Jim Welsh, chief of the neighboring Elyria Police Department, which is handling the investigation because Lorain officers were involved in the shootout, described the attack on the officers as an "ambush," with the gunman taking aim at the officers with a "high-powered rifle."
"This is a difficult day for the Lorain Police Department and the law enforcement community," he said at a separate news conference Wednesday.
The two officers who were on their lunch break, identified as officers Peter Gale and Phillip Wagner, had been eating pizza while sitting in their police vehicles in Lorain, a city located on the southern shore of Lake Erie, Failing said.
The officers had parked side-by-side at a dead end near an undeveloped industrial park, Failing said. The gunman, identified by Welsh as a 28-year-old man who lived in Lorain, was also parked there at the time.
"He was laying in wait and opened fire with multiple rounds at both of the officers who were sitting in their vehicles," Failing said. Neither police chief named the gunman, and the investigation into the shooter's motive is ongoing, Welsh said.
When a third officer, identified as officer Brent Payne, arrived in response to their calls for assistance, the gunman opened fire on his vehicle as well, Failing said.
Other officers responded to the scene, pulling the injured officers into their patrol cars and rushing them to the hospital while performing first aid, Failing said. Wagner and Payne were shot multiple times and were airlifted to a hospital in Cleveland, about 30 miles east of Lorain, Failing said. Gale was shot in the hand, he said.
The Ohio Fraternal Order of Police said the two officers who were airlifted were in critical condition, while the other was in stable condition.
"It's a tragic day in the city of Lorain but we're a strong city and we're going to move forward," Lorain Mayor Jack Bradley said at a news conference alongside Failing.
Bradley added that he had been in contact with Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine (R), who in a statement posted on X described the shooting  as "a targeted attack on law enforcement."
"This situation reminds us that those who work in law enforcement risk their lives every day for the safety of their communities," DeWine said. "We are so very grateful for the men and women who willingly and bravely serve and protect."
The city of Lorain has a population of just over 65,000, according to the 2020 Census, and has just over 90 sworn police officers in its department.
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National
'Impostor' nurse used aliases to fraudulently treat patients, officials say
Pennsylvania authorities say Shannon Nicole Womack used various identities and Social Security numbers to secure nursing jobs and steal patients' medications.
By Annabelle Timsit | 2025-07-24
Pennsylvania police say a woman posed as a nurse to fraudulently treat patients in facilities across the state in an elaborate racketeering scheme involving at least 10 aliases.
Shannon Nicole Womack, 39, was charged with identity theft, forgery, endangering the welfare of care and other charges, Pennsylvania State Police said. She is also suspected of impersonating four nurses from Southern states and using their identities to secure short-term nursing stints, police said, adding that their investigation identified about 20 aliases and seven Social Security numbers associated with her.
Once employed at these facilities under false or stolen identities, she diverted patients' prescription medications, authorities said.
"She was very crafty at this whole organization," state police spokesman Rocco Gagliardi said in an interview Wednesday, adding that police uncovered outstanding warrants against her in Georgia, Tennessee, New Jersey and Indiana, including on charges of fraud and practicing nursing without a license. "Once the states get ahold of her in any sort of way, she would just bounce to a different one."
The alleged scheme began in 2020, police said in a statement, adding that Womack used aliases to pose as a licensed practical nurse, registered nurse and registered nurse supervisor at rehabilitation and nursing home facilities across Pennsylvania.
Womack was not licensed as a medical professional in the state, according to an arrest affidavit signed by State Trooper Anthony Sayles Jr. Meanwhile, Georgia lists Womack on its Nursing Impostor Alerts system, which states that Womack is "neither licensed as a registered or practical nurse in Georgia nor has she applied for licensure."
Womack, whose alleged aliases included "Shannon Abiola-Parham," "Shannon Nicole Robinson" and "Shannon Nicole Lawson," was able to secure nursing jobs "by submitting fraudulently signed documents" to staffing agencies and also by creating a false limited liability company to "deploy herself to multiple jobs," according to Pennsylvania State Police.
The Washington Post could not immediately identify an attorney for Womack early Wednesday.
Authorities in Pennsylvania said they began investigating Womack in April after a traffic stop when she was driving on Interstate 79 in Washington County.
Authorities executed a search warrant on Womack's car and found "multiple forms of identification, prescription medications prescribed to different victims, medical documents, and various pieces of medical equipment," police said.
Even once Womack was in custody in Pennsylvania, authorities struggled to confirm her identity because she used so many aliases and Social Security numbers across different states, Gagliardi said. "She went to really great lengths to pursue this ... idea to take nurses' information, use it as her own, and it was really lengthy research and development on her own account, because for five years, she was running the game."
According to the criminal complaint against her, investigators found that Womack was suspected of stealing opioid medications from patients in some of the Pennsylvania facilities she worked in between October and April. All of the facilities had placed her on their do-not-retain lists for professional misconduct after she worked for them for short stints.
One of those facilities, Saint Mary's Home of Erie in western Pennsylvania, said in a statement that Womack worked one shift there and that its staff "immediately requested that the assigning agency place Ms. Womack on a do-not-retain list because of Ms. Womack's unprofessional performance." It said Womack "did not have any further contact with the facility or its residents."
Another one of the facilities, Eldercrest Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center in Munhall, said that Womack was assigned to its facility in March via a temporary staffing agency to fill a short-term registered nurse vacancy. Joe Garrison, an administrator at Eldercrest, said in a statement late Wednesday that the facility followed all appropriate regulations before allowing Womack to have contact with its residents.
"Nursing fraud is unfortunate because nurses are among the hardest-working and most passionate team members in healthcare. Actions of those involved in alleged illegal activity should not tarnish the reputations of our industry's admirable professionals who have earned their credentials legitimately. We applaud law enforcement for bringing this situation to light," Garrison said. 
In a Tuesday news conference, Washington County District Attorney Jason Walsh said Womack committed a "vile act" by "not only taking advantage of older citizens in this commonwealth, but them not receiving the care that they need, nor the medication that they need, because of someone that puts themselves in this position to defraud them."
Walsh said the charges filed against Womack this week related to the crimes she is alleged to have committed in Pennsylvania.
Womack is being held at the Washington County jail and is awaiting a hearing scheduled for next week on the charges tied to her April traffic stop, as well as a hearing scheduled for next month on the remaining charges, Gagliardi said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/07/23/pennsylvania-fake-nurse-shannon-womack/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Health
All the ways your access to vaccines has changed under RFK Jr.
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s leadership at Health and Human Services has led to changes in vaccine recommendations and access, sparking concerns among medical experts.

(The Washington Post/Illustration The Washington Post; Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Lena H. Sun, Lauren Weber, Rachel Roubein | 2025-07-24
Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. promised before his confirmation that he would not take away Americans' vaccines. But in the four months since he took office, Kennedy, who has a lengthy history of disparaging vaccines, has undermined that access while agreeing to recommend some vaccines.
For people 65 and older or who are immunocompromised, their access to vaccines seems most secure because virtually all vaccine recommendations consider those groups to be at the highest risk for severe illness and death.
But the future of access is more uncertain for healthy adults and children.
Kennedy's handpicked members on the federal panel that makes vaccine recommendations took actions recently that have raised alarms among medical and public health experts about access to and continued coverage of vaccines.
This is a rundown of what Kennedy and federal health officials have said and done about commonly administered vaccines.
Changes for children, pregnant women
At Kennedy's behest, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention softened its long-standing recommendation for children to receive coronavirus vaccines, instead advising parents to first discuss the issue with doctors.
The CDC no longer has specific guidance for pregnant women. This has caused confusion and some pharmacists have not been allowed to or have declined to vaccinate them, doctors have said. Other clinicians believe pregnant women should default to the guidance for other adults to get vaccinated.
The American Academy of Pediatrics and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists continue to recommend the shots for children and pregnant women. The AAP and other medical and public health groups filed a lawsuit seeking to overturn the revised guidance.
As of now, health officials still recommend most adults get annual coronavirus vaccines, but that may change in coming months.
The Food and Drug Administration is narrowing approval for updated shots to older adults and people at high risk for severe disease.
Otherwise healthy people could still receive the shots free if the CDC's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices decides in late August or early September to more broadly recommend coronavirus vaccines updated for the 2025-2026 season.
But that seems unlikely because Kennedy fired the previous panel and installed his own picks, most of whom have criticized public health guidance about coronavirus vaccines.
Potential changes to cost and access
Federal vaccine advisers voted in June to effectively remove an ingredient from multidose flu shots. Kennedy signed off on the panel's recommendations. The move, which finalized a longtime goal of anti-vaccine activists, has limited consequences because 94 percent of recently administered flu shots did not contain the preservative thimerosal. But medical experts worry it could make the shots more expensive and harder to receive in parts of the country, such as rural areas, where vials are more commonly used with thimerosal to administer multiple doses without contaminating them.
Vaccine manufacturers have said they have the capacity to replace the vials, according to HHS, which urged global health authorities to do the same.
New preventive product awaiting Kennedy's sign off
The new federal vaccine advisers voted to recommend the monoclonal antibody clesrovimab, a preventive product that acts like the immune system itself, to protect babies from the leading cause of hospitalization among infants in the United States. It will be up to Kennedy to sign off on final approval.
It is the second such product recommended for all infants under 8 months old entering RSV season, typically in fall and winter.
Experts have said having a second monoclonal antibody is important in case of shortages and may lower costs for taxpayers, insurers and patients.
Protection expanded for adults 50 to 59
The CDC already recommends that all adults 75 and older and those 50 to 74 at increased risk for severe disease receive a single dose of an RSV vaccine. Kennedy in June signed off on the recommendation for high-risk adults in their 50s.
The vaccine recommending panel had planned to review additional data at the June meeting to consider expanding the recommendation to high-risk adults under 50. But that discussion was removed for the late June meeting, raising concerns a recommendation could be in jeopardy.
Potential changes to be reviewed by CDC vaccine panel
Kennedy's vaccine advisers announced plans to review the cumulative health effects of the entire childhood vaccination schedule, which recommends when and how many shots children receive. The schedule includes more than a dozen routine immunizations, many required by states to attend public school, including measles, mumps and rubella, polio and pertussis.
Kennedy has repeatedly falsely linked the vaccine schedule to America's chronic disease epidemic.
Medical experts say there is no credible evidence to support Kennedy's previous claims that vaccines are linked to autism or other chronic conditions.
Shift in government messaging
As the United States experiences one of the worst measles outbreaks in decades, Kennedy has often given mixed messages about the measles vaccine that appeal to vaccine supporters and skeptics, resulting in a message public health experts called muddled when clarity is essential.
He has said the MMR vaccine is the most effective way to prevent the spread of measles, but has also raised concerns -- which public health researchers say are baseless -- about side effects and how the vaccine is designed.
Vaccine panel to weigh changes to access
The chair of the newly overhauled federal vaccine panel plans to hold a vote to no longer administer a vaccine that combines chicken pox protection with the MMR vaccine. The panel heard part of a presentation that highlighted the known risks of the combination vaccine, known as MMRV. Pediatricians say the rare and benign side effects were exaggerated.
During a congressional hearing, Kennedy raised concerns about administering a chicken pox vaccine to children, saying it increases the risk of shingles in older adults. Studies have not found evidence to back up that claim. Shingles is caused later in life by reactivation of the dormant virus.
No changes yet
Kennedy and other officials have not signaled plans to revisit the CDC recommendation for adults 50 and older to receive two doses of the Shingrix vaccine. About 15 percent of people who get shingles develop chronic severe pain, known as postherpetic neuralgia, or PHN.
Potential changes for newborn vaccinations
The chair of the new federal vaccine advisory panel also said the group may look into whether hepatitis B vaccination of newborns is appropriate if the mother does not carry the virus, which can cause severe liver infections and damage. Kennedy has repeatedly criticized this type of vaccination, saying children are not at risk from a disease most commonly spread through blood or sexual contact.
The American Academy of Pediatrics said in a recent statement that immunizing newborns against the disease is critical to reduce chronic hepatitis B later in life. "False claims that call this benefit into question jeopardize the health of children," the AAP said.
No changes yet; Kennedy has expressed support for the vaccine
During his confirmation hearings, Kennedy said he supports polio vaccines and vowed not to hinder access to the polio vaccine. The remarks came after the New York Times reported that a key ally of Kennedy had petitioned the government in 2022 to reconsider its approval of Sanofi's stand-alone polio vaccine.
Changes to lower age recommendation delayed
The fired panel of vaccine advisers had planned to vote at the June meeting to routinely recommend HPV vaccine to children ages 9 to 12 instead of 11 to 12. The HPV discussion was removed from the agenda. Pediatricians say the delays put the recommendation in jeopardy.
Kennedy has previously falsely linked the HPV vaccine to higher rates of death. Medical experts point out it reduces the risk of death from cervical cancer. Before becoming secretary, Kennedy was involved in ongoing litigation against Merck regarding its HPV vaccine, Gardasil. A vaccine adviser he appointed was also involved in the case.
Federal funding pulled for vaccine development
Kennedy's health department pulled funding committed to help develop a vaccine to combat H5N1 bird flu in response to an outbreak that spread from dairy cattle to humans. Under President Joe Biden, HHS had announced its intent to award more than $750 million to vaccine manufacturer Moderna.
Career health officials who awarded the funds viewed the withdrawal of the funding as a political move, The Post previously reported. In a statement, HHS spokesman Andrew Nixon argued that mRNA technology "remains under-tested," adding the administration would not "spend taxpayer dollars repeating the mistakes of the last administration."
No changes yet, but criticized by Kennedy
Kennedy has not spoken much about the DTaP vaccine that protects against the three pathogens since he assumed office. But in the last few years, he has falsely linked the vaccine to autism and diabetes.
Caitlin Gilbert contributed to this report.
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Uber is testing a women-only driver service. Here's how it works.
Female drivers will also be able to request female passengers in a pilot program being rolled out in Los Angeles, San Francisco and Detroit.

An Uber logo is seen on the window of a car in 2018 in D.C. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Frances Vinall | 2025-07-24
Uber will soon introduce a new ride-hailing feature in the United States that allows women to request female drivers, and gives women drivers the option to only accept trip requests from women.
The feature, called "Women Preferences," could help address long-standing safety concerns, as ride-sharing services have grappled with issues including assault. Uber said it was responding to feedback from women riders and drivers, offering them "more choice, more confidence, and more flexibility."
Here's what to know about the new feature.
Uber said women riders and drivers across the U.S. have been saying they "want the option to be matched with other women on trips."
Ride-hailing platforms including Uber have long faced pressure to improve safety for both drivers and riders. Uber disclosed thousands of reports of sexual assault during U.S. rides between 2017 and 2022. Uber and Lyft began sharing information in 2021 on drivers they had deactivated in an effort to improve rider safety.
Uber previously rolled out a feature that enables riders and drivers to record audio on trips. These recordings are encrypted and can be accessed by Uber only when an incident is reported.
Los Angeles, San Francisco and Detroit are the pilot cities for the new feature, where it will be rolled out "in the next few weeks," the company said.
The new feature lets riders request a female driver when hailing a ride, with the option to switch to all drivers if wait times are too long or if a female driver is unavailable. They can also prebook a ride with a female driver and change their app settings to indicate they would always prefer to be matched with a female driver.
Women drivers will be able to switch their app settings to request only female passengers -- including during peak evening hours -- and can turn off the feature at any time to accept all ride requests, Uber said.
There are several smaller rideshare companies that are only for women, such as HERide in Atlanta and Athens, Georgia, and North Carolina-based Just Her Rideshare, which says it has primarily female riders and drivers.
Lyft launched a similar feature called Women+ Connect in 2023. Uber has already rolled out the "Women Preferences" feature in dozens of countries, starting with Saudi Arabia in 2019.
"Most drivers are men, so we've worked to ensure this feature was truly usable in different places around the world," Uber said in a news release Wednesday.
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National
Bryan Kohberger sentenced to life in prison for University of Idaho killings
A judge handed down the sentence after the victims' families spoke about their enduring loss. Police later released a tranche of records from the investigation.

Bryan Kohberger was sentenced to life in prison at the Ada County Courthouse in Boise, Idaho, on Wednesday for stabbing four University of Idaho students to death in 2022. (Kyle Green/AP)


By Ben Brasch, Marie-Rose Sheinerman | 2025-07-24
Bryan Kohberger was sentenced to life in prison Wednesday for the 2022 murders of four University of Idaho students, ending the legal chapter of a high-profile case without answering its most basic question: Why did he do it?
At a sentencing hearing in Boise, Idaho, Judge Steven Hippler said the answer may never be revealed.
"By continuing to focus on why, we continue to give Mr. Kohberger relevance," he said. "We give him agency. We give him power."
Kohberger, 30, will serve four life sentences consecutively and was also sentenced to 10 years on a burglary charge. Hippler made him ineligible for parole and required him to pay restitution to the victims' families, who on Wednesday described the ways their fears endure: sleepless nights, obsessively checking every lock before going to bed, bouts of depression.
"He's something less than human," said Dylan Mortensen, who lived in the house where the killings occurred. "Although I have to live with this pain, at least I get to live my life. He will stay here, empty, forgotten and powerless."
Kohberger declined to speak at the hearing.
The quadruple murder shocked the university community, thrust the small college town of Moscow into the national spotlight, and inspired several books and movies as it became a subject of obsession for true-crime fans. The case reached a turning point this month when Kohberger pleaded guilty in a deal that eliminated the possibility of the death penalty and the need for a trial.
Investigators were never able to find a link between Kohberger and his victims, they said at a news conference Wednesday. While they believe the house where three of the students lived was targeted for a reason, they said they don't know what it was.
The Moscow Police Department later made public several redacted documents related to the murders. In one, Cpl. Brett Payne described arriving at the house on Nov. 13, 2022, and discovering the bodies of the four students, each of whom had been stabbed multiple times.
Another record details a police interview with one of the victims' roommates, who recalled housemate Kaylee Goncalves telling her she had seen a shadow while outside with her dog about a month before the killings. Goncalves had also said someone was following her two or three weeks prior. The second surviving roommate recalled an incident when Goncalves said she had seen an "unknown male" staring at her when she took the dog outside, a separate report said.
When police interviewed Kohberger immediately after his arrest, he engaged in small talk but asked for a lawyer when officers brought up the killings. Officials ended the interview after 45 minutes, the records say. Authorities on Wednesday described Kohberger's demeanor during the interview as "calm" and "relaxed."

Dylan Mortensen gets a hug after speaking at Kohberger's sentencing hearing. (Kyle Green/Reuters)


In court, Kohberger sat expressionless as victims' family members took turns upbraiding him and expressing the pain he had caused in killing housemates Goncalves, Madison Mogen and Xana Kernodle, as well as Kernodle's boyfriend, Ethan Chapin. Several family members chose not to address Kohberger, instead focusing their comments on their loved ones.
"The vast emotional wound will never fully heal," Mogen's stepfather, Scott Laramie, said as he read a prepared statement. "We will grow old without our only child."
Cara Northington, Kernodle's mother, invoked the fact that Kohberger's plea deal took the possibility of the death penalty off the table, saying: "Nothing man can do to you can ever compare to the wrath of God."
Jazzmin Kernodle, Xana Kernodle's sister, mourned the experiences they would never get to share.
"She won't be the maid of honor at my wedding, the cool aunt to my future children. I'll never hear her laugh or see her light up the room ever again," Jazzmin Kernodle said. "But I will carry her with me for the rest of my life."
Alivea Goncalves, Kaylee Goncalves's older sister, demanded Kohberger answer the questions that she said reverberate in her own head: What were you feeling when you broke in? Why did you choose them to kill? What were Kaylee's last words?
"The truth about Kaylee and Maddie is that they would have been kind to you," Alivea Goncalves told Kohberger, who did not react. "If you had approached them in their everyday lives, they would have given you directions, thanked you for the compliment or awkwardly giggled to make your own words less uncomfortable for you. In a world that rejected you, they would have shown mercy."
Ethan Chapin's mother, Stacy Chapin, posted on Instagram after the sentencing: "We will carry your love, light and laughter forever. XO Dad, Mom, Maizie and Hunter."

Alivea Goncalves, Kaylee Goncalves's sister, addresses Kohberger. (Kyle Green/Reuters)


The July 2 plea deal divided the victims' families. Some said the agreement gave them closure, while others expressed frustration that there would be no trial and no possibility that Kohberger would be sentenced to death.
Latah County Prosecutor Bill Thompson told reporters Wednesday that Kohberger's attorneys approached him in late June about a deal. He said he held a call with members of each of the victims' families to discuss the idea.
"We accept and recognize that not everyone agrees with the decision," Thompson said. "But this is not a popularity contest."
In court, Thompson said it was time to "close the door on this chapter of these tragedies."
He then showed photos of the four dead young people, becoming emotional as he displayed each new image and asked the court to sentence Kohberger to life.

Jazzmin Kernodle, Xana Kernodle's sister, arrives at the Ada County Courthouse with her father, Jeff Kernodle. (Drew Nash/AP)
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National
Texas lawmakers tackle state's catastrophic flooding in special session
During a lengthy hearing Wednesday, testimony highlighted problems with early warning systems, first responder communications and local emergency management.

Wrecked vehicles and trailers along the Guadalupe River in Kerrville, Texas, show the damage caused by massive flooding in early July. (Desiree Rios/For The Washington Post)


By Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2025-07-24
For the first time since devastating Fourth of July floods killed at least 137 people in Central Texas, the state's Republican-controlled legislature is confronting the tragedy and what should be done to strengthen disaster preparedness amid growing criticism.
Two specially convened committees opened a lengthy joint hearing Wednesday morning by praising aspects of the emergency response at the state level while also quickly highlighting problems with early warning systems, first responder communications and local emergency management.
Nim Kidd, director of the Texas Division of Emergency Management, testified that some of its 300 field employees were staged in Hill County the day before the flooding began, along with helicopters, boat squads and high-profile vehicles. But, he noted, the ominous forecast covered 35,000 square miles -- virtually the equivalent of half of New England.
He outlined the timeline of how state warnings unfolded based on National Weather Service and other forecasts even as creeks and rivers started rising dangerously in the predawn darkness of July 4. A flash-flood emergency wasn't declared until 4:23 a.m., he noted, and it wasn't clear whether local officials received it.
"When did you get your first call that people were on rooftops?" asked state Sen. Paul Bettencourt (R-Houston).
Kidd answered that it was about 30 minutes later. He then continued: "Do we need a better system for warning? Yes. What does that look like? I don't know. ... [And] once we have this amazing system, who should have the authority to implement that? I still think local officials. But should there be a backup for that? I think so."
Multiple issues exacerbated the response, according to the testimony. Kidd said that once he arrived in the flood zone that day, he couldn't stay connected with San Antonio firefighters trying to assist rescues because they had "cheap Chinese radios."
"We as a state are better than that, and we can do better," Kidd said, a refrain he repeated when explaining that in Texas, county and city emergency managers appointed by local leaders are not required to be qualified. "But we need a sincere focus on corrective action plans. We've got to do a better job on our warning and notification systems for all hazards."
The legislature is back in Austin as part of a 30-day special session called by Gov. Greg Abbott (R), and flood-related measures are among his priorities.
His targets include improving early warning systems and bolstering emergency communications in vulnerable areas of the state, as well as relief funding for the counties hardest hit this month. Lawmakers have filed more than a dozen similar bills that address more issues, such as tougher building standards for youth camps near floodplains and the creation of a real-time emergency communications system for all of Texas.
The search for victims has begun to wind down. Kerr County, the center, suddenly announced days ago that its count of missing had dropped from nearly 100 to three. At least two more people remained missing in Travis and Burnet counties, according to officials there.

Demonstrators gather outside the Texas Capitol as lawmakers convene Monday as part of a special legislative session called by Gov. Greg Abbott (R). (Eric Gay/AP)


Yet questions remain over how the extreme loss of life could have been prevented, and Democrats say votes on proposals to address that are already entangled in the politics of another Abbott priority -- redrawing Democratic congressional districts, at President Donald Trump's urging, to help Republicans in Washington protect their thin House majority.
National Democrats had urged their counterparts in the Texas legislature to thwart a vote on redistricting by walking out, as the lawmakers have in years past. But with flood-related bills pending, a walkout appears unlikely. By delaying votes on the measures, Republicans can ensure enough Democrats stay to maintain a quorum.
Forty-eight of those Democratic legislators signed a letter this week urging the speaker to delay the debate on redistricting. "Texas families are grieving their dead and Texas communities are hurting," it read. "In this special session, flood relief must come first."
Abbott and Trump have deflected questions about what more could have been done ahead of time to save lives. The governor suggested the legislature pursue answers through special committees, and the two panels formed heard the initial testimony Wednesday. Witnesses were by invitation, and public comment was allowed only online.
The challenge of determining the what-ifs became clear during Kidd's testimony. In response to questions about when the roads in Kerr County turned impassable and when people no longer could have been evacuated, he replied: "I know we all want the answer to that. I'm just afraid we're never going to get there."
Next week, the committees will hold a field hearing in Kerr County -- where 108 people, including 37 children, were swept away to their deaths -- with testimony from residents. An informational meeting for residents took place Tuesday night at a local high school with county officials and representatives of the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the National Flood Insurance Program.
The flood damaged thousands of structures, Kerr County Engineer Charlie Hastings told those gathered. It was, he said, "a monster tsunami that ripped through our community."
State and local leaders have come under fire for the lack of early warning systems along Hill Country rivers, particularly the Guadalupe, which is flanked by summer youth retreats. At one of those, Camp Mystic, 25 girls, two counselors and the longtime camp director perished.
The legislature concluded its last session in May, when it failed to pass bills to help communities such as Kerr County better prepare for frequent flooding. The measures had been recommended last year in a statewide flood plan that lawmakers ordered in 2019 in the wake of Hurricane Harvey.

Crosses memorialize flood victims along the Guadalupe River at Guadalupe Park in Kerrville, Texas. (Desiree Rios/For The Washington Post)


Despite such missteps, some Texas officials have rejected criticism, insisting the catastrophic flooding in the Hill Country was impossible to predict. Others have said local residents balked at paying to upgrade flood warning systems.
"The public reeled at the cost," Kerr County Judge Rob Kelly recounted at a briefing this month.
Kerr County commissioners considered installing flood warning sirens, high-water detection gauges and cellphone alerts several years ago but were stymied by state emergency managers, according to records and videos of public meetings.
Those accounts also show that the county in 2021 declined to spend any of more than $10 million in federal funds offered by the Biden administration on a new warning system after facing pushback from residents who overwhelmingly supported Trump, then the former president.
State House Speaker Dustin Burrows (R) and Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick (R), who leads the state Senate, appointed nine members each to the new select committees. Both panels are chaired by Republicans, with 13 GOP and five Democratic members.
"This effort is about moving quickly to help Texans recover and laying the foundation to better protect our communities -- and our children -- from future disasters," Burrows said in a statement.
Patrick has acknowledged that the public "demands answers" and said in a statement that the legislature was just beginning to look "at every aspect of this tragic event." The lieutenant governor, a staunch Trump ally, is advocating that emergency warning sirens be installed in flood-prone areas by next summer, when youth camps like the ones destroyed this month might reopen.
"Had we had sirens along this area up and down, the same type of sirens that they have in Israel when there's an attack coming, that would have blown very loudly, it's possible that would've saved some of these lives," Patrick said in an interview with Fox News.
Ahead of Wednesday's hearing, state Rep. Ann Johnson (D-Houston) expressed concern about the willingness of state and federal lawmakers to pay for flood prevention and relief. "Hopefully we get answers and support from the Trump administration," she said. "Because this is going to have a massive price tag."
She also was hoping the committees can acknowledge mistakes in flood prevention and response -- and then learn from them.
In one of the few heated exchanges during the testimony, with the state transportation department's chief engineer on the subject of flood and rain gauges, Johnson let her frustration show.
"This is a hearing to figure out why 137 people died," she said. "Families across Texas are demanding what can we do better and what did we do wrong. A chief of police drove into a road and almost washed away. Something there went wrong. What went wrong?"
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National
No charges for Jacksonville officers who punched Black man during arrest
William Anthony McNeil Jr. questioned why he was pulled over and refused to get out of the car. An officer smashed his window and punched him in the face, video shows.

In this image made from cellphone video, William McNeil Jr. sits in his car after an officer broke a window during a traffic stop on Feb. 19 in Jacksonville, Florida. (Law office of Harry M. Daniels/TMX/AP) 


By Angie Orellana Hernandez | 2025-07-23
Prosecutors will not bring criminal charges against sheriff's officers who wrestled a Black man out of a car during a traffic stop and punched him multiple times, the local sheriff said Monday.
Jacksonville, Florida, sheriff's officers stopped William Anthony McNeil Jr. on Feb. 19, telling him he didn't have his headlights on and wasn't wearing a seat belt, body-camera footage released by the sheriff's office shows. After McNeil, 22, questioned the reasons for the stop and refused to get out of the car, an officer smashed his window and punched him in the face.
Police wrote in a report that before he was pulled out of the car, McNeil reached for the floorboard, where an unsheathed knife was later found. Publicly available video footage does not show him leaning down toward it.
Sheriff T.K. Waters said Monday that local prosecutors "have determined that none of the involved officers violated criminal law." The state attorney's office for the 4th Judicial Circuit declined to comment Wednesday.
An investigation is ongoing into whether the officers violated department policy, Waters said. He said the officer who initiated the stop "has been stripped of his law enforcement authority" in the meantime. The sheriff's office did not respond to a request for more information.
Waters said cellphone video of the arrest, recently shared on social media, did not tell the full story.
"Moreover, cameras can only capture what can be seen and heard," he said at a news conference Monday. "So much context and depth are absent from recorded footage because a camera simply cannot capture what is known to the people depicted in it."
Ben Crump and Harry Daniels, attorneys for McNeil, said in a statement that the incident was a "disturbing reminder that even the most basic rights -- like asking why you've been pulled over -- can be met with violence for Black Americans."
"William was calm and compliant," they said. "Yet instead of answers, he got his window smashed and was punched in the face, all over a questionable claim about headlights in broad daylight. This wasn't law enforcement, it was brutality."
Footage from officers' body cameras, as well as video from McNeil's cellphone, show what happened during the arrest: As an officer approached McNeil's car, McNeil opened the door and looked out. The officer told him he was pulled over for not having his headlights on during "inclement weather" and not wearing a seat belt. McNeil responded that it was daylight and not raining.
When the officer asked to see McNeil's license, registration and proof of insurance, McNeil told him to call the officer's supervisor and asked again why he was pulled over. The officer radioed for backup and told McNeil to get out of the car. McNeil instead closed the door, the video shows.
The officer then told McNeil that he was under arrest for resisting. The longer McNeill took to comply, the officer said, "the worse it's going to be." The officer repeatedly ordered McNeil to get out of the car and warned that he otherwise would break a window, according to the video.
Another officer arrived and spoke with McNeil through the passenger-side window. McNeil again refused to get out of the car, the video shows.
Then the first officer smashed the driver-side window and struck McNeil across his face, according to the video. McNeil presented his hands when asked, lifting them a second time as officers pulled him out of the car, the video shows.
Multiple officers surrounded McNeil, and the first officer punched him in the face again as they pinned him to the ground, the footage shows. The officers told McNeil to "stop fighting" and put his hands behind his back as they handcuffed him.
McNeil said that he had suffered a chipped tooth and that officers saw blood on his mouth, according to a police report.
Asked about the claim that McNeil had reached toward the knife, Waters said he couldn't see from the video where McNeil's hands were at that point in the arrest.
"All I can go by when I read those things is what's stated in the report," Waters said at the news conference. "I'm not saying whether it's true or whether it's not. I'm saying no one sees his hands at that point."
McNeil later pleaded guilty to resisting an officer without violence and driving with a suspended license. He was sentenced to two days of time served.
On Monday, Waters acknowledged that officers used force during the arrest and said that "force absolutely looks ugly."
"And because all force is ugly, whether or not the officer involved acted within or outside of JSO [Jacksonville Sheriff's Office] policy, that's still what we're investigating," he said.
Waters added that motorists are required to comply with officers' commands during traffic stops.
"There are not options," he said. "If you disagree, take care of it someplace else, but not on the side of the road."
The Jacksonville Sheriff's Office has experienced other allegations of excessive force in recent years and has maintained that officers acted appropriately. Crump and Daniels said in their statement that McNeil's arrest was reminiscent of that of Le'Keian Woods, who was slammed to the ground in 2023. Waters previously said that officers in that case "acted appropriately," but he acknowledged that the incident was "ugly."
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Family says video shows Alabama man died after officer knelt on his neck
The medical examiner ruled Phillip Reeder's death a homicide but determined heart issues and drugs were contributing factors.

This undated photo shows Sandra Lee Reeder and her husband, Phillip Reeder, who was killed in August 2024 after a police officer restrained him. (Mike Wukela/AP)


By Ben Brasch, Tobi Raji | 2025-07-23
Relatives of an unarmed man who died as he was being detained by police last year are disputing officers' account of the incident, saying they recently viewed body-camera footage that showed an Alabama officer knelt on the man's neck while he repeated "I can't breathe."
Phillip Reeder, 52, was having a mental health episode when police in Irondale, Alabama, responded to calls that he was running in and out of traffic in the early hours of Aug. 6, 2024, according to the police report. In a statement Monday, the city of Irondale and its police department said officers only used their arms in restraining Reeder, and pointed to Reeder's heart disease and drug use as key factors in his death.
The Jefferson County medical examiner classified Reeder's death as a homicide in an autopsy reviewed by The Washington Post this week but said Reeder died of "hypertensive heart disease associated with cocaine use and restraint during altercation."
"No knee was placed in the back of his neck, and no excessive force was used," according to the statement from police and the city.
The statement also says an investigation by the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency "found no wrongdoing by the Irondale police officers" and that Jefferson County prosecutor's office did not find probable cause for criminal charges. The term homicide indicates that a person was killed as a result of another person's actions, but it does not necessarily mean there was criminal intent.
Reeder's wife and family attorneys said the body-camera footage contradicts what Irondale police officers who responded to the call wrote in the incident report. Reeder's attorneys say that police allowed them to privately view the video of the incident in its entirety for the first time last week, nearly a year after the incident.
"I saw a knee on his neck, and I'm going to stand by it 100 percent," Roderick Van Daniel, an attorney representing widow Sandra Lee Reeder, told The Post. He said the footage shows that an officer put a knee on Reeder's neck "and buried it in the concrete for three minutes."
The Alabama Law Enforcement Agency declined The Post's request to review the footage.
During a news conference Monday, Sandra Lee Reeder said the body-camera footage did not show any attempts by police to talk her husband down from the mental health crisis before restraining him.
"Phillip is heard clearly -- not once, not twice, but three times -- [saying] 'I can't breathe. I can't breathe. I can't breathe,'" she said.
Her attorneys compared the death of Reeder, who is White, to that of George Floyd, a Black man who was killed in 2020 by a police officer who knelt on his neck for more than nine minutes. The incident sparked a wave of global protests over racial inequality and police brutality.
The family has called on law enforcement to publicly release the body-camera footage. Family attorneys said they plan to file a lawsuit soon to force its release.
"There's no transparency in their state," said Harry Daniels, another attorney representing Reeder's wife, who is based in Georgia.

This undated photo shows Sandra Lee Reeder and her husband, Phillip Reeder, who was killed in August 2024 after being detained by police. (Mike Wukela/AP)


Daniels said the police killed a man who was addicted to drugs -- "he wasn't perfect, we understand" -- who also ran a construction business employing as many as 40 people. Van Daniel said one of the 911 callers the night of Reeder's death worked for him.
When officers arrived at the scene, according to the incident report, Reeder began to beat on the police car window with his fist while yelling and jumped on its hood. The officers then got out of their cars and used a Taser on Reeder, causing him to trip over a curb and hit his head on the ground.
As officers handcuffed him, Reeder began to "violently resist," according to the report. The officers "managed to bring the subject under control and placed him in handcuffs." Shortly after, the officer holding Reeder on the ground "noticed the subject was unresponsive" and told officers to get medics.
Reeder died at a hospital, according to the report.
One of the attorneys, Van Daniel, said the body-cam video starts as police drive up to the scene and does not show Reeder aggressively hitting the police vehicle.
The footage also shows officers telling their colleague to raise his knee off Reeder, Van Daniel said, and that officer refusing to do so multiple times. When the officers rolled Reeder over, according to Van Daniel, the man's face was covered in blood.
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National Security
Democrats demand U.S. investigation of American's death in West Bank
Sayfollah Kamel Musallet, of Tampa, was visiting family in the West Bank. Palestinian authorities say Israeli settlers are responsible for his death.  

A memorial poster showing American Sayfollah Musallet, 20, who was killed in the West Bank while visiting from Florida. (Maya Alleruzzo/AP)


By Noah Robertson | 2025-07-24
Nearly 30 Senate Democrats are urging the Trump administration to investigate the recent death of an American citizen in the West Bank.
In a letter addressed to Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Attorney General Pam Bondi on Thursday, the senators criticized what they labeled a "culture of impunity when it comes to incidents where civilians have been killed in the West Bank, including Americans."
Sayfollah Kamel Musallet, 20, of Tampa, was killed July 11 while visiting family in the occupied West Bank. Palestinian health authorities and Musallet's family have said Israeli settlers are responsible for his death.
Shortly after Musallet was killed, the Israel Defense Forces said it was examining reports of a death during a confrontation between Israelis and Palestinians in the area.
A spokesperson for the Israeli embassy in Washington did not immediately respond to requests for comment. The State Department and the Justice Department declined to comment.
The senators' letter, a copy of which was obtained by The Washington Post, was signed by 29 lawmakers, accounting for more than half of the chamber's Democrats. No Republicans have joined the effort.
Three other Palestinian Americans have died in the West Bank since the Israel-Gaza war began in October 2023. Democratic members of Congress have objected to the wave of settler violence, arguing that American citizens are falling victim.
The U.S. government "has failed in its responsibility to protect American citizens overseas and demand justice for their deaths," the letter states.
Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland), the letter's lead author, has called for similar investigations in the past. He has emerged as a vocal critic of settler violence and the Israeli government's response to it. His office shared responses to similar requests made of the Biden administration, which show officials offered little further information about the deaths but committed to speaking with Israel's government about them.
At a Senate hearing earlier this month to evaluate President Donald Trump's nomination of Michael Waltz, the former White House national security adviser, to become ambassador to the United Nations, Van Hollen criticized the Trump administration's decision to revoke sanctions imposed by the Biden administration targeting Israeli settlers in the West Bank whom the U.S. government at the time deemed extremists.
"When you withdrew that executive order, you sent a very bad signal," Van Hollen said then.
An April analysis by the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, a Middle East-focused think tank, found that Israeli settler violence has surged in the last year, rising 30 percent in the first part of the year, compared with the same period the year before. Meanwhile, Palestinian terrorism in the same area has sharply declined, the analysis found.
"The increase in settler violence at a time when Palestinian terrorism is decreasing lends credence to the assessment that settler attacks are not simply a response to terrorism, as some have claimed," the study's author, Neomi Neumann, wrote.
The Trump administration has taken a complicated approach to Israel since entering office in January. At times, it has shown frustration with Israeli President Benjamin Netanyahu for the inability to reach a peace deal in Gaza, which has been devastated by violence and famine nearly two years into the war.
Israel's war in Gaza, responding to Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, brutal and deadly attack on Israel, has killed more than 59,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry. The ministry doesn't distinguish between militants and civilians, though it says more than half of those who have died are women and children.
Notwithstanding, top Israeli officials have visited Washington multiple times in the last six months, and Trump authorized the U.S. military to join Israeli forces in an attack on Iran's nuclear program in mid-June, fulfilling one of Netanyahu's core priorities.
Heidi Levine, Miriam Berger and Marie-Rose Sheinerman contributed to this report.
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Asia
Why Thailand and Cambodia are fighting again over the long-disputed border
The Southeast Asian neighbors, who share a disputed 500-mile frontier, have long fought over the sovereignty of a 1,000-year-old temple.

People rest at a shelter in the Thai province of Buriram on Thursday after border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia. (Stringer/Reuters)


By Joshua Yang | 2025-07-24
Long-simmering tensions between Cambodia and Thailand erupted into open conflict Thursday as Thailand launched airstrikes at Cambodian targets along their disputed border.
The rift goes back more than a century. Here's the history behind it.
Relations between the Southeast Asian neighbors have been contentious since 1907, when the French colony of Cambodia and the independent Kingdom of Siam (as Thailand was known until 1939) signed a treaty delineating the 500-mile border between them. The problem: The treaty's map differed from its text -- most notably, it left Preah Vihear, an 11th century temple of deep significance to both countries, in French territory.
Preah Vihear became a significant sticking point. During World War II, Japanese-allied Thailand seized the temple, then surrendered it to French Cambodia following the defeat of the Axis powers. In 1954, as a newly independent Cambodia was emerging, Thailand capitalized on the moment to retake it.
Cambodia took the dispute to the International Court of Justice, where it argued that the 1907 French map proved its sovereignty over the temple. The court agreed, ruling in 1962 that it belonged to Cambodia. Thailand accepted the decision and withdrew its troops.
In 2008, tensions resurfaced as Cambodia sought UNESCO recognition of Preah Vihear as a World Heritage site.

A Cambodian Buddhist monk walks toward Cambodia's 11th century Hindu Preah Vihear temple, which was enlisted as UNESCO's World Heritage site in Preah Vihear province, about 152 miles north of Phnom Penh, Cambodia, on Feb. 8, 2011. (Heng Sinith/AP)


The Thai government of then-Prime Minister Samak Sundaravej, mired in a growing domestic political crisis, initially supported the Cambodian application. The opposition accused the government of selling out Thai interests, and the government withdrew.
UNESCO approved Cambodia's application in July 2008. As both sides of Thailand's political divide sought to capitalize on growing nationalist sentiment, the Thai government deployed troops near the temple (Cambodia said they entered its territory; Thailand said they did not). Cambodia responded in kind, resulting in a military buildup along the border.
Fighting broke out in February 2011; each side accused the other of starting the conflict. After eight days and at least 16 deaths, Cambodia and Thailand agreed to a ceasefire, but sections of the border remain disputed territory.
The border dispute this month is not directly related to Preah Vihear, but it has been fueled by the spiraling nationalism that shaped earlier conflicts.
A Cambodian soldier was killed in unclear circumstances during a border skirmish in May. Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra called Hun Sen, Cambodia's de facto leader, to de-escalate tensions.
It had the opposite effect. In a recording of the call posted online by Hun, the Thai leader appears to speak deferentially to the Cambodian authoritarian, calling him "uncle." Its release stoked outrage.
Once more, a Thai government was accused of favoring Cambodian interests over Thailand's. On July 1, amid growing calls for Shinawatra to resign, the Thai constitutional court suspended the prime minister from duty.
On Wednesday, a land mine on the border wounded five Thai soldiers; one lost a leg. Thailand recalled its ambassador to Cambodia, and the warplanes soon began dropping bombs.
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Europe
Plane crashes in Russia's far east, killing all 48 on board
The Angara Airlines passenger plane "disappeared from radar" before it was found near Tynda, in Russia's far east, authorities said. 

(Marina Lystseva/Reuters)


By Victoria Craw, Natalia Abbakumova | 2025-07-24

The crash site of the Antonov An-24 passenger plane outside the town of Tynda in Russia's far eastern Amur region. (Far Eastern Transport Prosecutor's Office /AFP/Getty Images)


A passenger plane carrying 48 people crashed in dense forest in Russia's far eastern Amur region on Thursday, killing everyone on board, Russian authorities said. The cause of the crash remains unknown.
The nearly 50-year-old Antonov An-24 aircraft operated by Angara Airlines "disappeared from radar" just after 1:05 p.m. local time, Russia's Federal Air Transport Agency said in a statement.
There were 42 passengers and six crew members on board, the agency said. The passengers included five children, Amur regional governor Vasily Orlov said on Telegram.
"I regret to inform you that, according to preliminary data, there are no survivors of the An-24 plane crash in the Tynda District. Rescuers have reached the crash site," he said.
President Vladimir Putin expressed his condolences to the families and loved ones of the victims.
The plane had been flying from the city of Blagoveshchensk, near the Chinese border, to Tynda, Russia's Far Eastern Transport Prosecutor's Office said in a statement on Telegram. Both of those locations are in the Amur region. It was the final leg of a route that connected the two cities to Khabarovsk, another city on Russia's border with China.
Early information showed that air traffic controllers lost contact with the plane when it was making a second approach to Tynda Airport, the agency said. The wreckage of the plane was later found about nine miles south of the airport, it said.
All those on board the aircraft were killed, according to a statement from Svetlana Petrenko, the representative for Russia's Investigative Committee. An investigation has been ordered and a criminal case opened under Russian regulations governing air traffic accidents, the statement said.
Crew error and poor visibility are under consideration as investigators work to determine the cause of the crash, Russia's state-run Tass agency reported, citing emergency services.
Angara Airlines said it had no immediate comment on the incident.

An Angara Airlines passenger plane carrying nearly 50 people crashed near Tynda, in Russia's far east, on July 24, after it "disappeared from radar."


A total of 149 specialists and 21 units were involved in the rescue effort, which is complicated by mountainous terrain, the Emergency Ministry said on Telegram on Thursday evening local time. Rescuers used cross-country vehicles and heavy equipment to clear a path to the site, it added.
Video posted by Russia's Emergency Ministry on social media showed smoke emerging from a dense forest, with debris strewn across the ground. It said a search helicopter spotted the "burning fuselage" of the plane on the ground.
The twin-propeller plane was designed and manufactured in the Soviet Union in the 1950s and serves many remote routes in Russia. The model has been involved in several crashes in recent decades.
The plane that crashed Thursday was manufactured on Jan. 29, 1976, and made its first flight that year, Russia's Interstate Aviation Committee said.
It had a flight certificate extended until 2036, Tass news agency reported.
The heads of the Federal Air Transport Agency and the Transportation Ministry are traveling to the scene where emergency services are working, the Transport Agency said. Efforts are also underway to support the victims' relatives and determine appropriate compensation, it said.
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Europe
Trump swing through Scotland rekindles tension over golf properties 
Locals who live near Trump's golf courses in Scotland have clashed with him since long before he became president, and a trip this weekend will spotlight the animosity.

A new course set up and built on the sand dunes of the estate at the Trump International Golf Links in Balmedie, in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, seen in October. (Andy Buchanan/AFP/Getty Images)


By Steve Hendrix | 2025-07-24
BALMEDIE, Scotland -- David Milne stood in his front yard and looked down at the giant white pavilion being erected next to the small granite clubhouse 200 yards away. Helicopters crisscrossed. Police handed out fliers warning beachgoers that plainclothes officers, search dogs and CCTV cameras were being deployed throughout this windy patch of northeast Scotland.
The golf club's owner, who has a day job as president of the United States, is coming to tee off. The Scots may do the same.
Donald Trump is scheduled to visit his Balmedie golf courses this week, and Milne is planning to enjoy it all from his house next door -- the one Trump declared an eyesore and has been trying, futilely, to get demolished for decades.
"I'm still here and I'm going to sit up here with a beer and watch the circus," Milne said a few days before the president and his entourage were due to arrive at Trump International Golf Links Aberdeen, one of the two golf clubs he owns in Scotland.
"This is supposed to be a private trip," Milne added, "but it must be the most expensive round of golf of ever."
Trump is planning four days in Scotland, starting Friday evening with three days at Turnberry, his west coast course, followed by an overnight at Balmedie. The stopover in Aberdeenshire will be his first as a sitting president, and it has prompted a lot of security preparations and a bit of head-scratching by local officials -- there is no way to minimize a presidential visit, even if it's just a drop-by at his private club. That the same president will be back in Britain for a full-fledged, red-carpet state visit in two months also doesn't change anything.
"Are we protecting the president or are we protecting the owner of the golf course?" asked Paul Johnston, a member of the Aberdeenshire Council, who noted the police overtime and closed roads that are inevitable when the world's most powerful leader comes to town, even if he sleeps in his own 18-room lodge. "It's a quick trip that is going to cost us a great deal while he's here."

David Milne in his garden in October. Milne owns a house overlooking President Donald Trump's golf course in Balmedie, Scotland, and has been in dispute with Trump's team for years. (Andy Buchanan/AFP/Getty Images)


They have a relationship with Donald Trump in Aberdeenshire, but it's less special, more sour. Johnston and Milne, like most of their neighbors and more than 70 percent of all Scots, are not Trump fans. He is less popular in Scotland than in any other part of the United Kingdom, according to Ipsos polling.
A coalition of anti-Trump groups pledged stunts and demonstrations throughout his Scottish club-hopping. One of them managed Monday to append an "Epstein Island" placard to one of the Trump International signs outside his Aberdeen course -- a reference to Trump's friendship with financier and convicted sex trafficker Jeffrey Epstein.
In most of Scotland, Trump's dismal approval rating has to do with his second-term performance, the tariff turmoil, deportations and Ukraine policy reversals that have landed with a thud not just in Britain but in most of Europe, political experts said.
That presents a tricky choice to officials trying to decide how wide a welcome mat to roll out: The public is peeved, but the president is prickly.
"They don't want to be seen as too close to Trump but they can't be too rude either," said Alex Massie, a Scottish political columnist for the Times of London. "He might say, 'Okay I'm going to slap a 30 percent tariff on Scotch whisky.'"
Stephen Flynn, Aberdeen's entirely bald representative in the British parliament, told the BBC that he would be busy washing his hair during Trump's visit. But Prime Minister Keir Starmer, who despite flagging popularity gets accolades for stroking Trump's ego enough that Britain has avoided the worst of Trump's tariff threats, is all in. Starmer will join Trump at his Turnberry course and then travel with him to Balmedie, according to a person familiar with the planning.
Scottish First Minister John Swinney, who drew MAGA ire when he publicly rooted for former vice president Kamala Harris to defeat Trump in the 2024 election, said it was "in Scotland's interest" for him, too, to meet the president.

U.S. military aircraft fly over Torry Battery at the entrance to Aberdeen Harbor on Tuesday, ahead of Trump's visit to his golf courses. (Jane Barlow/Press Association/AP)


In Aberdeenshire, the history runs deeper, and so do the feelings.
Trump first came to Balmedie in 2006 -- before politics, before reality TV stardom -- as a brash New York developer who wanted to build a golf course on the North Sea in honor of his Scottish mother. It was a plan with movie-plot moments, but Trump did not emerge as a local hero.
The rugged seaside patch he picked was a former hunting estate, part of which was officially listed by Scottish Natural Heritage as an environmental treasure because of its rare and shifting "mobile dunes" system.
By a single vote, the Aberdeenshire Council rejected Trump's application to carve a course into the dunes. The Scottish national parliament overrode the local body in 2008, saying Trump's promise to flood the area with jobs and tourism dollars outweighed environmental concerns.
And the promises were eye-popping: Trump pledged to build "the greatest golf course in the world," a $1.2 billion showplace with a 450-room luxury hotel, 950 resort apartments, 36 golf villas and up to 500 houses.
Two decades later, almost none of it has come to pass. Trump on this visit will cut the ribbon on a second 18-hole course, but there is still no grand hotel, no time shares, no gusher of tax money from a property that has never reported a profit. Trump's proposal envisioned 6,000 jobs; the most recent public disclosure, from October, lists 84 employees.

Golfers pass a "Road Closed" sign on the ground outside the Trump Turnberry golf resort in Turnberry, on the west coast of Scotland, on Monday, ahead of the U.S. president's visit. (Andy Buchanan/AFP/Getty Images)


Trump's original project manager told the BBC last year that Scotland had been "hoodwinked." Former first minister Alex Salmond, who died last year, also publicly expressed regret that he pushed Trump's application through the Scottish Parliament.
Local governments have pretty much given up, despite the new second course. "As a council, we wish to remain hopeful that this may turn around," a member of the Aberdeen City Council said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal views. "However, statistically speaking, it seems that the expansion will offer very little economic benefits."
When bulldozers rolled, so did the lawyers. Trump sued to stop a wind farm going up just off his first tee, a legal crusade that went to the British high court before failing. Eleven turbines went up, and Trump has expressed visceral opposition to wind power ever since.
He also tried to buy out Milne and other adjacent property owners, describing their homes as "pigsties" that cluttered his views.
When they refused -- Milne said he has turned away Donald Trump Jr. and other door knockers dozens of times -- the Trump team tried to get officials to seize the homes by eminent domain. Trump's groundskeepers blocked Milne's ocean views with transplanted spruce trees.
"We got a preview of Trump here," Milne said. "It was very much a case of 'either you love what we are doing or you are the enemy.'"

The Trump MacLeod House & Lodge, named after Trump's Scottish late mother, on the Trump International Golf Links estate in Aberdeenshire. (Andy Buchanan/AFP/Getty Images)


The club opened in 2012, and it does have fans. Serious golfers love the rough-lined, ball-eating links course winding through the dunes.
"It's the best course I've ever played," said Russell McGee, a member from Aberdeen who was getting set for his opening drive on the original course last week.
Critics say: We told you so.
"This was a tragedy that was entirely foreseeable," said Martin Ford, the former member of the county council who cast the deciding vote against Trump's original application.
Ford was standing last week at the edge of Trump's property, where security cameras are mounted on poles and paved cart paths run through dunes that are no longer so high, no longer migrate in the winds, and are no longer officially listed as a Site of Special Scientific Interest.
"It was pristine ecology, a wonder of nature, and now look at it," he said. "It's a golf course. We've got more than 70 golf courses in northeast Scotland."
At the White Horse Inn, a pub down the road from Trump's club, the crowd of about a dozen expressed mostly curdled views of their powerful neighbor.
Two young men approved of his "brutal" style. "He's legend, stopping this gay pride stuff and immigration," said one, Callum Gilchrist, 27, a lifeguard.
But most in the room said they were disappointed either that the promised economic boom hadn't materialized, or in his actions as president, or both.
"When it first opened, I would take my kids to lunch there. It was nice," said Hannah Stewart, 44, a lifelong resident of Balmedie who used to play on the dunes as a child. "But I won't go there now because we found out he's pyscho. And he's taken away half our beach."
Stewart said she was relieved that she would be on holiday when the president paid a call.
"Most people I know wish he wouldn't come at all," she said.
Eva Lewis in Aberdeen contributed to this report.
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Asia
Thailand launches airstrike on Cambodia as border clash escalates
Tensions between the neighbors have escalated after a Cambodian soldier was killed in a skirmish earlier this year. 
By Rebecca Tan | 2025-07-24

Plumes of smoke billowed from a gas station in Thailand's Kantharalak district bordering Cambodia on July 24, amid clashes between the two countries.


SINGAPORE -- Thailand launched airstrikes on Cambodia on Thursday following a new border clash, in a sharp escalation of a dispute that is racking up fatalities, according to military officials.
Fighting between the two countries has occurred intermittently for decades, but tensions began to climb last month after a Cambodian soldier was killed in a skirmish. Cross-border fire on Thursday killed at least nine civilians, according to authorities, making it the deadliest clash between the two nations in over a decade.
Thailand and Cambodia share a 508-mile border, which includes several tracts of disputed territory. Thai soldiers patrolling a disputed border region have been maimed by land mines, most recently on Wednesday, prompting Thailand to recall its ambassador from Phnom Penh and expel the Cambodian envoy from Bangkok.
The following morning, the two militaries exchanged shots across the border near the sites of several ancient temples, including the Preah Vihear Temple, which has been designated by the United Nations as a world heritage site. Among the nine civilians killed was an 8-year-old boy, with 14 others injured, the Royal Thai Army said in a statement. A gas station, residences and other structures were also damaged.
Thailand -- a U.S. security treaty ally -- then flew an F-16 fighter jet over Cambodia, dropping bombs on what it said were two military targets.
Cambodia confirmed the airstrikes, saying munitions had been dropped on a road leading to a pagoda. Authorities were still verifying whether there had been any civilian casualties from the day.
Each military has blamed the other for opening fire first on Thursday morning.

Thais who fled clashes between take shelter in Surin province on Thursday. (Sunny Chittawil/AP)


Chhum Socheat, spokesperson for Cambodia's Defense Ministry, said Cambodian soldiers had approached Thai soldiers who were laying barbed wire around a temple in disputed territory. "The Thai soldiers fired first, and then we fought back for defense," he said in a phone interview. "We exercised our right to self-defense."
In a letter to the U.N. Security Council, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet said Thailand launched "unprovoked, premeditated and deliberate" attacks on Cambodian positions. The clashes, he added, stemmed from Thailand's claims of sovereignty over border areas.
Thai officials dispute that. The military said Cambodian personnel began shooting first, attacking Thai troops with rocket-propelled grenades and firing heavy artillery at a Thai military base. "Such actions fundamentally contradict the principles of good neighborly relations and good faith and will further undermine Cambodia's reputation and credibility on the global stage," the Thai Foreign Ministry said.

Villagers head to an evacuation center in Thailand on Thursday. (Kaikungwon Duanjumroon/EPA/Shutterstock)


In 2011, similar clashes between the two nations killed 20 people and drove thousands on both sides of the border from their homes.
The recent violence has led to swelling hostility between the two populations.
After Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra was caught on a phone call appearing deferential to Cambodian leaders over the dispute, Thai legislators and members of the public responded with outrage, prompting calls for her to resign. She was suspended from official duties this month as Thailand's Constitutional Court evaluates her removal.
Speaking to reporters Thursday, Paetongtarn said Thailand has endured "repeated provocations" and could no longer afford to negotiate. "Even though negotiations were attempted, the other side did not follow through as promised."
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Travel
U.S. drops to lowest ranking yet on index of most powerful passports
The United States fell to 10th place on the ranking, which is based on the number of places a traveler can visit without a visa.

Passengers walk through Reagan National Airport in Alexandria, Virginia, in January. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


By Grace  Moon | 2025-07-24
Americans once held the world's most powerful key to international travel, but in the latest edition of the Henley Passport Index released this week, U.S. passports dropped to their lowest position yet, outranked by affluent Asian countries that dominated the top of the list,  European mainstays and others.
According to the Henley ranking, which is based on the number of destinations a traveler can visit without needing a visa, the United States has fallen from seventh place last year to 10th place, continuing a downward trend. Now tied with Iceland and Lithuania, the U.S. last topped the list in 2014.
The London-based firm Henley & Partners, which offers consulting on residence and citizenship by investment, has compiled the rankings for nearly two decades, relying on data from the International Air Transport Association.
Christian H. Kaelin, whom the firm credits with creating the index, said in a news release that the latest findings highlight an "increasingly competitive landscape in global mobility," with the most successful countries demonstrating proactive efforts to engage with others.
"The consolidation we're seeing at the top underscores that access is earned -- and must be maintained -- through active and strategic diplomacy," he noted.
The reshuffling occurs as the U.S. role on the world stage evolves under the second Trump administration, which has doubled down on visa-vetting measures and deportations, putting immigrant communities on edge and plunging international students into uncertainty.
Last month, the State Department announced "expanded screening" for visas, which requires applicants to set all of their social media profiles to public. The U.S. will also soon require some international visitors to pay a $250 "visa integrity fee," according to a provision in the recently passed One Big Beautiful Bill.
Meanwhile, economic powerhouses in Asia have continued to rise in global mobility in recent years. In the latest report, the Singaporean passport once again ranked as the world's most powerful, offering access to 193 destinations without a visa. Last year, the multicultural city-state shared the top spot with Japan and several European countries -- France, Germany, Italy and Spain -- all of which collectively dropped to third place in the most recent rankings and are now behind Japan and South Korea.
India recorded the largest jump this time, climbing eight spots to 77th place, while Henley & Partners in the release also emphasized China's ongoing ascent from 94th to 60th position since 2015.
China's rise "has been assisted by its significant move towards greater openness," the firm said, noting that the country "has granted visa-free access to over a dozen new passports since January" in what it calls "a remarkable shift considering it allowed visa-free entry to fewer than 20 countries just five years ago."
Here is a condensed list of the most and least powerful passports, indicating the number of destinations passport-holders can enter visa-free. The full list is available here.
1. Singapore: 193 destinations
2. Japan and South Korea: 190 destinations
3. Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy and Spain: 189 destinations
4. Austria, Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal and Sweden: 188 destinations
5. Greece, New Zealand and Switzerland: 187 destinations
1. Afghanistan: 25 destinations
2. Syria: 27 destinations
3. Iraq: 30 destinations
4. Pakistan, Somalia and Yemen: 32 destinations
5. Libya and Nepal: 38 destinations
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Asia
6 students drown after falling into slurry-filled tank on field trip
The students were visiting an ore processing plant in northern China when a grid plate they were standing on collapsed, plunging them into a flotation cell.
By Kelly Kasulis Cho, Lyric Li | 2025-07-24
Six university students drowned Wednesday after they fell into a tank while on a field trip to an ore processing plant in northern China, Chinese state media reported.
The students, who were majoring in mineral processing engineering at Northeastern University in Shenyang, were on a field trip to Inner Mongolia, an autonomous region of China, when the grid plate they were standing on collapsed as they were observing a flotation cell, according to state media.
Flotation is a stage in the mining process used to concentrate the minerals. Finely ground minerals are mixed with water in a container called a flotation cell to produce a "metallurgical pulp" that helps sort the valuable from the unneeded materials.
The students fell into the flotation cell, which looks like a large container, at about 10:20 a.m.
Rescuers scrambled to retrieve them, but the students were pronounced dead. A teacher was also injured in the incident.
China National Gold Group, the company operating the plant, said in a statement to the Shanghai Stock Exchange that "all-out rescue efforts" were used to try to save them and that it "extends profound mourning for those who unfortunately perished in the incident." Northeastern University declined to comment.
An engineering student from the university who had previously been to the same plant told the Southern Metropolis Daily that the tanks are some  33 feet high and are filled with thick slurry, making it unlikely they would have been able to move.
The student, who was not named in the report, identified those who died as junior-year undergraduates and said that their field trip was part of an internship organized by the university.
In a now-deleted company blog post this past February, China Gold said it had recently replaced grid plates and "eradicated safety hazards" at the plant.
The death of the six university students was trending on the Weibo microblog Thursday morning, with the hashtag #ChinaGoldApology garnering roughly 52 million views within a two-hour time span.
"If daily safety checks had been done thoroughly, how would they drown during a visit?" one Weibo user commented. "Who will answer for the trauma felt by the six families? And who will bear the pain of the six kids dying?"
Inner Mongolia is no stranger to tragedies in the mining industry. An open-pit coal mine caved in 2023, killing 53 people and injuring six. China's national broadcaster showed footage of massive plumes of soil and dust rising into the air during the collapse, and said that a subsequent landslide had hampered rescue efforts.
Authorities in China later pinned the incident on "a long-term existence of major hidden risks," including poor construction and irresponsible management of mining activities, according to Chinese nationalist newspaper Global Times. Several company workers were arrested and dozens of civil servants were placed under investigation or faced penalties, it said.
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Asia
Rebalancing relationship with China 'essential,' E.U. president says
E.U. leaders are in Beijing to mark 50 years of diplomatic relations with China, but they have major disagreements over trade and Russia's war against Ukraine.

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen speaks to Chinese leader Xi Jinping during a summit marking 50 years of diplomatic relations at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Thursday. (Andres Martinez Casares/AFP/Getty Images)


By Kelly Kasulis Cho, Lyric Li | 2025-07-24
The relationship between China and the European Union is at "an inflection point" and "rebalancing" bilateral relations is essential, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said Thursday after a meeting with Chinese leader Xi Jinping in Beijing.
The summit marking 50 years of bilateral relations, initially scheduled for two days but downgraded to one, takes place at a particularly tense time in the relationship, with growing tensions over trade imbalances and Beijing's support for Russia's war against Ukraine.
Leaders from both sides called for deeper ties and better communication, acknowledging that they have political and ideological differences but should work them out.
"Faced with global transformations unseen in a century and an international landscape where changes and turbulence are intertwined, Chinese and European leaders should once again demonstrate vision and undertake responsibility," Xi told the visiting European delegation.
"The sterner the international situation, the more China and Europe need to step up communication, enhance mutual trust and deepen cooperation," he said, according to a statement shared by Chinese state broadcaster CCTV. He added that both powers are facing a "crucial historical juncture."
The summit comes as the United States and, to a more nuanced degree, the E.U. have become increasingly concerned that China is trying to rewrite the global international order in its favor, including on geopolitics and trade.
But it also comes amid heightened tensions between Washington and European capitals on trade -- Trump is threatening to impose a blanket tariff of 30 percent on all imports from the E.U. unless they agree to a trade deal by Aug. 1 -- that Beijing wants to use to its advantage.
China was hoping for "a feel-good show of unity" from the summit, said Noah Barkin, a senior adviser at the Rhodium Group, a research firm. It wanted to "send a message to the Trump administration that Beijing and Brussels are moving closer to each other," he added.
"For years, China tried to drive a wedge between Europe and the U.S.," Barkin said. "Now, it can sit back and watch Trump do this work for it ... It is playing hardball with the Europeans, safe in the knowledge that transatlantic relations will remain fraught so long as Trump is sitting in the White House."
China extended a few olive branches in the months leading up to the summit, lifting symbolic sanctions against five members of the European Parliament and inching forward to ease export restrictions on rare earth minerals through a proposed "green channel," among other efforts.
"Even after the E.U. defined China as a systemic rival, China in its strategic positioning has avoided giving the E.U. a similarly negative label," said Xin Qiang, an international relations professor at Fudan University in Shanghai. "Instead, it is hoping that China and the E.U., as bilateral partners, can jointly reshape the order of a multipolar world."
But as the summit grew closer, preparations seemed to highlight Europe and China's deep divisions: First planned as a two-day affair in Brussels, the summit was reduced to one day and relocated to Beijing to ensure European leaders had the opportunity to meet with Xi. A routine presummit meeting on trade was also canceled, E.U. officials said.
"There is now little mutual trust between China and the E.U.," said Li Xing, director of the European Research Center at Guangdong University of Foreign Studies. "Many in China or Europe -- myself included -- can see that current state of bilateral relations is chilly, and they have long abandoned a rosy view."
Earlier this month, China doubled down on its support of Russia, saying the two powers should bolster their mutual support and safeguard their security interests. Von der Leyen warned that Beijing's dealings with Moscow would be a "determining factor" in relations, and the E.U. blacklisted two Chinese banks in a broader sanctions package aimed at Russia.
European Council President Antonio Costa on Thursday called on China "to use its influence on Russia" to bring the conflict to an end.
China "underestimates Europe's resolve" on Russia and Ukraine, and is "at risk" of pushing the bloc too far with its hard-line stance, said Ja Ian Chong, an associate professor of political science at National University of Singapore.
Trade frictions were also at the top of the agenda Thursday. Costa said European leaders "need concrete progress" on trade and economic issues, urging for the relationship to become more "balanced, reciprocal and mutually beneficial."
The E.U. has expressed concerns about China's overproduction of goods and a tidal wave of cheap Chinese products wiping out European competitors.
Earlier this month, von der Leyen called Europe's economic relationship with China "explicitly rigged" and reiterated criticism of the massive trade deficit, which stood at $360 billion last year.
The E.U. has  complained that Chinese industrial policies give domestic manufacturers unfair advantages, especially through huge subsidies, that have helped them lead the world in renewable energy technology. Officials have also claimed China is dumping cheap electric vehicles into Europe, to the detriment of carmakers there, while limiting European access to Chinese markets.
But, as with its trade-related frictions with the U.S., Beijing appears to think it has the upper hand over the E.U. too, analysts say.
China thinks "it can put more pressure on Europe given the tenser relationship between European States and the United States," said Chong. "It has the belief that Europe, especially on the economic front, has more reason to work with Beijing on Beijing's terms."
But this hope was dampened -- perhaps not coincidentally -- Wednesday amid reports that a trade deal between the E.U. and U.S. was imminent. The two sides were close to agreeing a trade deal that would impose 15 percent tariffs on European imports, similar to the agreement Trump struck with Japan this week, the Financial Times reported.
Chinese trade negotiators led by Vice Premier He Lifeng will head to Sweden on Sunday for the next round of negotiations with their American counterparts.
Despite its hardball approach, some experts say Beijing is genuinely interested in courting Europe as a stronger trade partner and is open to making commerce-based concessions.
"China needs more friends. And China sees in Europe the opportunity to focus more on collaboration in the near term, especially given the strained relationship between the U.S. and Europe," said Keyu Jin, an economist affiliated with the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology and Harvard University.
Kasulis Cho reported from Taipei, Taiwan. Li reported from Seoul. Ellen Francis in Brussels contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict
Mass starvation stalks Gaza as deaths from hunger rise
Aid agencies warned for months that Israel's harsh limits on food aid would bring acute malnutrition and widespread suffering to Gaza's 2.1 million people.

Naeema, a 30-year-old Palestinian woman, holds her malnourished 2-year-old son, Yazan, in their damaged home in the Shati refugee camp west of Gaza City on Wednesday. (Omar al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


By Louisa Loveluck, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Siham Shamalakh, Miriam Berger, Abbie Cheeseman | 2025-07-24
After four months of a near-total Israeli siege, Gaza's few remaining hospitals now have wards for the growing number of malnourished children whose tiny bodies are just the width of their bones.
Doctors are famished to the point that they have dizzy spells as they make their rounds, medics say, and the journalists documenting their caseloads are often too weak to even walk to the clinics.
For months, aid agencies had warned of the coming crisis, as Israel halted the flow of aid to the Gaza Strip before attempting to replace U.N. relief efforts with distribution points inside military zones. It was a move Israeli officials said was aimed at pressuring Hamas, whose fighters attacked Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, and continue to hold about 50 hostages who were abducted that day, about 20 of whom are still believed to be alive.
But testimonies from doctors, relief workers and Gazans this week make it clear that a worst-case scenario is finally unfolding: Nearly 1 in 3 people are going multiple days without eating, according to the United Nations, and hospitals are reporting rising deaths from malnutrition and starvation.
In a video filmed Tuesday inside Nasser Hospital in southern Gaza, families fretted over babies with distended bellies and tiny fists that they clenched as they cried. In one of the newly established malnutrition rooms, the mothers and children were so quiet that the loudest sound came from a pair of fans that beat weakly in the cloying heat.

Alaa al-Najjar mourns her 3-month-old baby, Yehia, on Sunday in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip. The infant died of malnutrition during a hunger crisis, according to medics. (Hatem Khaled/Reuters)


The Gaza Health Ministry said Wednesday that 10 people had died of starvation in the previous 24 hours, bringing the total number of those killed by hunger to 111 since the start of the war. Among them was 6-week-old Yousef al-Safadi, so small in photographs from the silver table of the hospital morgue that the white sleepsuit peeled back to show how his jutting ribs dwarfed his slight body.
The International Rescue Committee, a global relief and development organization, said Wednesday that its teams had reported an increase in the number of children being rushed to hospitals because of malnutrition in recent days.
"Their small bodies are shutting down. They can't breathe; their immune systems are collapsing," said Scott Lea, the organization's acting country director for the Palestinian territories.
Tess Ingram, a spokeswoman for the U.N. children's agency UNICEF, said rising rates of child malnutrition were preventable, but that the health care system needed to treat it was "running on fumes or hit by strikes."
"These numbers are rising fast because children are being denied enough food, water and health care. It's as simple as that," she said.

Palestinians wait to receive food from a charity kitchen in Gaza City on Wednesday. (Mahmoud Issa/Reuters)


Throughout the war, which has killed more than 59,000 people in Gaza, according to the local health ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants, Israel has imposed severe restrictions on the amount of food and other aid entering the enclave. At times, it allowed more trucks to enter, including during a six-week ceasefire earlier this year.
But on March 2, Israel reimposed its blockade, lifting it only partially in May after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said "pictures of mass starvation" could cost his country the support of the United States and other allies.
In a briefing with reporters on Wednesday, an Israeli military official said there was a "lack of food security inside Gaza," but blamed a failure to distribute aid on the U.N.
"There is no limit. The crossings are open -- just bring the trucks and take the aid," he said, speaking on the condition of anonymity, in line with the rules of the briefing.
"We're seeing the pictures also, and I want to tell you that we are taking it very seriously," he said. "We are analyzing the number of calories per capita inside Gaza."
The U.N. says Israeli authorities are the "sole decision-makers" on who, and how much, aid enters Gaza, as well as the type of supplies that are allowed in.

People in Gaza are suffering man-made mass starvation due to a blockade, WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said July 23.


"Once inside Gaza, movement requires navigating an obstacle course of coordination with Israeli forces, through active hostilities, traveling on damaged roads, and often being forced to wait at holding points or pass through areas controlled by criminal gangs," U.N. relief chief Tom Fletcher told the U.N. Security Council in New York last week. When vehicles do make it through, he said, starving people often try to grab flour from the backs of the trucks.
Gaza's ability to make its own food has been almost entirely destroyed as Israeli military operations have wiped out farmlands and factories. As the summer heat bears down, hungry and thirsty civilians have run out of reserves to fall back on.
Palestinians in the enclave are reliant instead on humanitarian aid that most people under Israel's new system cannot easily access. According to local health authorities, more than 1,000 people have been shot dead as they race through territory controlled by the Israeli military toward distribution points run by U.S. security contractors, where supplies are first-come, first-served.
When victims of Israeli strikes, shelling or gunfire reach the hospitals, photographs show, their bodies are often visibly emaciated.

An Israeli airstrike is seen over northern Gaza in the early morning on Tuesday. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


In Gaza City's Sabra district, Ayat al-Soradi, 25, said she was so malnourished during her pregnancy this year that she gave birth to her twins, Ahmed and Mazen, two months early. They each weighed about two pounds, and for almost a month, she had watched over them in their incubators as the nurses fed them with powdered milk.
But even the hospital staff were running out of food. The flour, milk, eggs and meat that were available during an earlier ceasefire had disappeared from the market. A bag of flour and lentils could fetch almost $200.
In WhatsApp groups, Palestinian families bartered for baby formula like the one doctors recommended for Ahmed and Mazen. The family could barely afford it once the twins were discharged. Ahmed died 13 days later. "He was 2 months old," Soradi said. And feeding Mazen alone was still a struggle.
His baby formula was almost prohibitively expensive, when the family could find it at all, Soradi said. She mixed it with rice water to make it last longer, but the child barely grew. Ten days ago, he was readmitted to the hospital at a weight of 6.6 pounds as he ran a fever and struggled to breathe.

Ayat al-Soradi was malnourished throughout her pregnancy. Her twins were born two months premature and weighed 1 kilogram (2.2 pounds) each. One of them, Ahmed, died at 2 months old. (Courtesy of Ayat al-Soradi)



Mazen, the surviving twin, was recently rehospitalized for malnutrition. (Courtesy of Ayat al-Soradi)


Relief workers say parents throughout Gaza regularly forgo meals, and sometimes days' worth of food, to feed their children. When there is still nothing in the cupboards, they find a way to explain why no one eats.
In Deir al-Balah, Taghred Jumaa, a 55-year-old women's rights activist who described herself as relatively better off than most Palestinians in Gaza because she still had a salary, said that rationing the family's food meant her hair was falling out. Parts of her body felt numb, she said.
In the northern district of Sheikh Radwan, relatives of 2-month-old Sham Emkat said Wednesday that she had been pronounced dead at 11:30 p.m. the night before in al-Rantisi Hospital. They were still waiting for her death certificate, said Ekram Emkat, the child's aunt.
"I'm sorry, Sham's mother is in a very bad condition," she said, adding that the girl weighed less than four pounds when she died. Sham was so small that the family could count her bones.

A doctor checks Jana Ayad, a malnourished Palestinian girl, at an International Medical Corps field hospital last month in Deir al-Balah in the Gaza Strip. (Mohammed Salem/Reuters)


In an open letter published Wednesday, 115 organizations, including Doctors Without Borders, Mercy Corps and Save the Children, said Israel's blockade and ongoing military operations were pushing Gaza's more than 2 million people, including relief workers, toward starvation.
Juliette Touma, a spokeswoman for the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, said that colleagues had begun receiving "SOS messages from staff who are hungry themselves, who are exhausted themselves."
In conversations with Washington Post reporters this week, doctors, health officials and aid workers have all apologized for their lack of focus, citing hunger.
Many were surviving on lentil soup only, said Ahmed al-Faraa, director of the Nasser Hospital's pediatrics wing. During an interview Wednesday, Eyad Amawi, director of al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah, apologized and said he needed to pause because of a headache and dizziness.
His family of six had obtained two kilograms (about 4.4 pounds) of flour the day before, he said, which he estimated  would last a day and a half. "The main problem is that you are all of the time busy, thinking about where and how we can obtain any amount of food," he said.
Amawi said he had lost 15 pounds since the war began; others have lost more. Doctors and nurses were struggling to work long shifts on empty stomachs. Some "have not been able to stand," he said.
In a statement this week, a group of journalists from the Agence France-Presse news agency warned that the Israeli blockade and subsequent hunger crisis had made conditions for their Palestinian colleagues in Gaza "untenable."
The AFP's principal photographer, identified as Bashar, had posted to his Facebook page, saying that he no longer had the strength to work. Other colleagues were starting to say the same.
"Over the last few days, we have learned from their brief messages that their lives are hanging by a thread and that the courage they have shown for months to bring news to the world will not be enough to pull them through," the statement read.
"Since AFP was founded in August 1944, some of our journalists were killed in conflict, others were wounded or made prisoner, but there is no record of us ever having had to watch our colleagues starving to death."
Loveluck reported from London, Mahfouz and Shamalakh from Cairo, Berger from Jaffa, Israel, and Cheeseman from Beirut. Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv contributed to this report.
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Europe
Ukrainians protest as Zelensky cracks down on corruption watchdogs
Fighting corruption has been a central issue for Ukrainians since pro-Western protests a decade ago, and new curbs on the watchdog agencies have alarmed many.

People hold up signs as they protest a law targeting Ukraine's anti-corruption bodies in Kyiv on Wednesday. (Ed Ram/For The Washington Post)


By Siobhan O'Grady, David   Stern, Anastacia Galouchka, Serhii Korolchuk | 2025-07-24
KYIV -- Thousands of people flooded a square in central Kyiv on Wednesday evening and massed in other cities across the war-torn country, on the second day of protests against a law signed by President Volodymyr Zelensky granting the general prosecutor control over Ukraine's main anti-corruption bodies -- a move that many citizens fear will roll back reforms introduced after a pro-democracy revolution more than 10 years ago.
The demonstrations -- by far the country's largest since Russia's 2022 invasion -- were peaceful, but the crowds simmered with the rage of a population that has survived nearly 31/2 years of horrific war, nightly drone attacks, loss of loved ones and now must confront fears that their nation is abandoning the very values its troops are fighting and dying for.
Many saw the rushed adoption of the law stripping the independence of two anti-corruption watchdog authorities -- Ukraine's National Anti-Corruption Bureau (NABU) and Specialized Anti-Corruption Prosecutor's Office (SAPO) -- as a self-inflicted crisis for Zelensky, who, acting under martial law, has already consolidated tremendous power in the presidential office and faces accusations from political rivals that he is veering toward autocracy.
"This is Ukraine, not Russia," many handmade signs proclaimed.
The protesters arrived with their children and dogs, on prosthetic legs and in wheelchairs, carrying blue-and-yellow Ukrainian flags and shouting for the government to revoke the law, which has stoked immense public outrage, alarmed former officials and raised consternation among Ukraine's European allies who are becoming the country's main lifeline for weapons and economic aid amid uncertain support from the United States.
"This is how democracy should look," said Anton Avrynskyi, 41, a tech entrepreneur who joined the crowds with his wife, Vitaliia, and their 9-year-old son, Ivan. During wartime, the country must stay united behind the president, he said -- but should also not fear correcting his mistakes.
"We are here to help him not make wrong decisions," Avrynskyi said.

Ukrainians in Kyiv protest on a fountain against Zelensky's law targeting anti-corruption bodies on Wednesday. (Ed Ram/For The Washington Post)


The law has put a spotlight on Ukraine's history of endemic corruption, which has long been used by the country's detractors to criticize it. It could also affect Ukraine's candidacy to join the European Union.
As crowds began to gather for a second night in a row, Zelensky showed signs of imminent backtracking. The president said he had "heard what people are saying these days" and would propose "a plan of concrete steps that could strengthen the rule of law in Ukraine." He suggested a draft law that would ensure the independence of all of the country's anti-corruption institutions.
But the masses appeared unsatisfied with his response, and many said they were appalled by how quickly the government rammed through the law without assessing public opinion, which some saw as a signal their government was veering toward unchecked autocracy.
Mariia Golota, 35, who is nearly nine months pregnant, carried a sign that read "I want to give birth in a fair Ukraine."
"We choose to live here and if you live here you have to fight for fair laws and transparency," Golota said.
The law seemed to be rushed through parliament so "that maybe no one will notice," said her husband, Danylo Golota, who serves in Ukraine's Third Assault Brigade. "Most people are ready to stand up and go protest and fight. We lost too much so we are not ready to just swallow something we don't like."
The demonstrators gathered Wednesday in front of a theater on Ivan Franko Square, near the presidential administration, in far greater numbers than the estimated 2,000 people who protested on Tuesday evening, shouting, "Shame!" The presidential headquarters now sit behind several checkpoints and are surrounded by small mountains of sandbags to protect against Russian airstrikes.
The crowds sang the national anthem, chanted "Glory to Ukraine's Armed Forces" and resurrected popular chants from revolutions past, including "Together we are many -- we cannot be defeated!" Some young people climbed onto the theater's balconies, waving Ukrainian flags and leading the cheers. Others perched on fountains and statues, or put out lawn chairs and picnic blankets.
Oleh, 39, a Ukrainian soldier who spoke on the condition he be identified only by his first name because his parents are living under Russian occupation in the Zaporizhzhia region, lost his left leg in battle late last year. He said he joined the crowds because he fears the law will risk Ukraine's future in the European Union -- the same future he fought for in the country's east until he stepped on a Russian antipersonnel mine near the city of Toretsk.

Protesters gathered near the presidential office. (Ed Ram/For The Washington Post)


"It's just offensive even as a civilian," Oleh said. "From a military standpoint, it's also offensive that those boys are standing there fighting, and in-house this is what's happening."
Barbara Varvara, 18, walked with her dog, Manya, who was put up for adoption after she was wounded in the eastern Donetsk region several months ago. A sign around Manya's neck read: "Soon, even dogs won't want to live here."
"We have so much corruption in our country and we can't do anything," Varvara said. "I'm here to show we are against that."
The law, which was adopted by the parliament and signed by Zelensky on Tuesday, places NABU and SAPO under the control of the general prosecutor's office, which critics say effectively abolishes their independence.
The two institutions were the main anti-corruption bodies created as part of an aggressive campaign against public graft and other malfeasance since Ukraine's 2014 Maidan Revolution, when hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians took to the streets in part because they were fed up with rampant corruption under President Viktor Yanukovych.
The two bodies functioned free of outside control. On Wednesday, Zelensky, who had tried to frame the law as a way of strengthening the anti-corruption effort, met with the heads of the country's law enforcement and anti-corruption bodies, including NABU and SAPO.
After the meeting, however, NABU and SAPO issued a joint statement, saying that the "legislative changes adopted yesterday significantly limit" their independence.
"To restore full and independent work, clear and unambiguous steps are needed at the legislative level to restore the guarantees that were abolished by parliament," the statement said.
Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko, who attended the first protest on Tuesday, posted on social media that those responsible for the law were "dragging Ukraine faster into authoritarianism."
Ukrainian lawmakers who voted against the bill said Zelensky severely underestimated both the domestic and international reaction to the move, which is seen as an effort to rein in officials tasked with independently investigating corruption cases -- including those that may reach close to the president's inner circle.

Protesters hold up hand written placards as they protest and sing against a new law targeting Ukraine's anti-corruption bodies on Wednesday in Kyiv. (Ed Ram/For The Washington Post)


The move appeared to reflect Zelensky's growing distance from the generation that ushered in a new democratic era after the 2014 revolution -- many of whom are now among those fighting on the front lines for the same democratic values they championed on the streets more than a decade ago.
"The scariest thing is that it will be used by our foes," said Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze, a lawmaker from Ukraine's European Solidarity party, who fears outsiders will use the debacle to try to paint Ukraine as a nation that remains mired in corruption. Klympush-Tsintsadze, who worked extensively on Ukraine's bid to join the E.U., voted against the law.
Russia, which has long amplified the narrative of corruption in Ukraine, was quick to leap on the development, with Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov saying Wednesday that American and European tax dollars have "been plundered."
Russia, meanwhile, has long been criticized by the West for having one of the world's worst records on corruption.
Zelensky's signing of the law tested the unwritten agreement between Ukrainian society and government that there will not be a political uprising during wartime because of the shared understanding that Russia is the enemy, said Volodymyr Ariev, a lawmaker who belongs to the same party as Klympush-Tsintsadze.
"He really miscalculated the reaction of the society," he said of Zelensky. "We are fighting against Russia not only as a country but as a model."
On Wednesday, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen called Zelensky to convey "her strong concerns about the consequences of the amendments" and "requested the Ukrainian government for explanations," a spokesperson for the European Commission said.
"The respect for the rule of law and the fight against corruption are core elements of the European Union," the spokesperson said. "As a candidate country, Ukraine is expected to uphold these standards fully. There cannot be a compromise."
On Monday, agents from Ukraine's security service, the SBU, the general prosecutor's office and the State Bureau of Investigation raided NABU offices, claiming the existence of a "Russian 'mole' in one of the bureau's elite units," SBU head Vasyl Maliuk said.
Many Ukrainians flatly rejected the government's justifications for the law, however. The move against the agencies also comes a month after NABU opened a criminal case against Deputy Prime Minister Oleksiy Chernyshov on charges of "abuse of office and receiving undue benefits in substantial amounts for himself and third parties."
It was one of the highest-level corruption cases since Zelensky became president six years ago, targeting one of the closest allies of his powerful chief of staff, Andriy Yermak. Chernyshov denied the charges, but he lost his position in last week's government reshuffle.
Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, and Ellen Francis in Brussels contributed to this report.
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World
U.S. prisoner returned by Venezuela in swap was convicted of 3 murders
Dahud Hanid Ortiz, 54, was sentenced to 30 years in prison in Venezuela for the 2016 killings at a law office in Spain.

A plane carrying migrants who were deported by the Trump administration to El Salvador in March lands at Simon Bolivar International Airport in Maiquetia, Venezuela, on Friday. (Ariana Cubillos/AP)


By Maham Javaid, Adam Taylor, Maria Luisa Paul, Karen DeYoung, Samantha Schmidt | 2025-07-23
A U.S. citizen who was released by the Venezuelan government last week in a prisoner exchange negotiated by the Trump administration was serving a 30-year sentence there for the murders of three people in Spain, officials familiar with the case said.
Dahud Hanid Ortiz, 54, was one of 10 U.S. citizens and permanent residents released by Venezuela in the high-profile swap on Friday. In return, Venezuela received more than 250 Venezuelan nationals who had been deported by the United States to a megaprison in El Salvador.
"This person, a Venezuelan and U.S. national, committed a serious crime in Spain and fled to Venezuela," said one person with knowledge of the case, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive matter. "The Venezuelan courts tried him and, in 2024, sentenced him to 30 years in prison for the three murders committed in Spain."
A U.S. official said the administration had declined previous opportunities to bring Hanid Ortiz home.
Hanid Ortiz killed two employees and a client at a law office in the Madrid in 2016 and then set it on fire, a Venezuelan court found last year. He escaped to Germany, where he had served with the U.S. Army, and then to his native Venezuela, where he was eventually arrested.
In describing last week's prisoner exchange, the State Department emphasized the wrongful imprisonment of Americans in Venezuela. Secretary of State Marco Rubio said more Americans had been detained "under highly questionable circumstances without proper due process" in Venezuela than in any other country. Now, he said, "every wrongfully detained American" in Venezuela had been released; he thanked President Donald Trump for securing their "freedom."
The State Department has not released the prisoners' identities or acknowledged that they included a man convicted last year of murder. Officials did not answer questions about why Hanid Ortiz was released or where he is now.
"The United States had the opportunity to secure the release of all Americans detained in Venezuela, many of whom reported being subjected to torture and other harsh conditions," said a spokesperson, speaking on the condition of anonymity under rules set by the department. "For privacy reasons, I won't get into the details of any specific case."

U.S. citizens and permanent residents released from Venezuela pose for a photo while holding a U.S. flag after a prisoner swap Friday. (Special Presidential Envoy for Hostage Affairs/Reuters)


Spain was not involved in the prisoner swap, the first official said.
When the administration brought six Americans back from Venezuela in late January, a different U.S. official said, the White House provided specific guidance that Hanid Ortiz should not be among them because he had not been wrongfully detained.
"We had multiple opportunities to get him out," said the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive matter. "Our guidance was always to leave him."
Hanid Ortiz was born in Venezuela, served in the U.S. Army for more than 17 years and became a U.S. citizen, U.S. court records show. He was deployed overseas multiple times and was awarded a Purple Heart for wounds suffered in Iraq.
While in the Army, Hanid Ortiz was court-martialed and convicted by the U.S. military of larceny and falsifying Army physical fitness training information, medical information, and interviews and recommendations from superiors. He was found to have submitted a false New York City address to receive a New York housing allowance for his family, who were living with him in Germany.
Hanid Ortiz was arrested in Venezuela in 2018 as a suspect in the killings in Spain. Authorities found him with three national identity cards, one in his name and two in other names, court records show.
A Spanish request for extradition was rejected by Venezuela's highest court in 2019. Venezuela's constitution bars the government from sending its citizens abroad to be tried. Venezuelan authorities asked their Spanish counterparts for all evidence in his case and tried him themselves.
Prosecutors alleged that Hanid Ortiz planned the 2016 attack after discovering his wife was conducting an affair with an attorney, court records show. Then living in Germany, he concealed his trip to Madrid by enlisting a friend to pose as him back home, they said, dining at a restaurant and swiping into a gym.
At the law office, prosecutors said, Hanid Ortiz asked two employees, both Cuban women, to contact their boss about a million-dollar business deal. When the lawyer did not arrive, they said, he killed them with a knife and a blunt object and continued to wait for his intended target, court records show. When an Ecuadorian man arrived to pick up some documents, they said, he mistook him for the lawyer and killed him as well.
Hanid Ortiz then set fire to the office to destroy evidence and fled back to Germany, they said, where his friend later revealed the plot to police, court records show.
"I did horrible things without wanting to, or whatever. Believe me, people lose their minds -- I did," Hanid Ortiz wrote in an email to his sister-in-law, court records show. "I am responsible for everything, and now I am bad. I lost my mind and stopped thinking. I feel all of this with all my heart, knowing that no one will ever forgive me for what happened."
He was convicted and sentenced last year.
Alfredo Romero, the executive director of Foro Penal, said Saturday that one of the prisoners released last week had not been registered with the human rights rights group as a political prisoner.
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/07/23/ortiz-murder-venezuela-trump-prisoner-swap-bukele-el-salvador-spain/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Media
French President Macron sues right-wing podcaster Candace Owens
The lawsuit alleges that the podcaster promoted "outlandish" claims, including that Brigitte Macron was born a man. An Owens spokesperson said she "is not shutting up."

Candace Owens speaks at the Conservative Political Action Conference in Orlando on Feb. 25, 2022. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Shannon Najmabadi | 2025-07-23
French President Emmanuel Macron and his wife filed a defamation lawsuit Wednesday against Candace Owens over the far-right commentator's repeated allegations that first lady Brigitte Macron was born a man.
The lawsuit, filed in Delaware, alleges that Owens ignored the Macrons' attempts to set the record straight in favor of mocking them and retaliated when they requested a retraction.
In an eight-part podcast she created and in social media posts, Owens promoted "outlandish, defamatory, and far-fetched fictions" to boost her platform and make money, the lawsuit alleges. Among the claims are that Brigitte Macron stole another person's identity; that she and the president were blood relatives engaged in incest; and that they were committing forgery, fraud and abuses of power, the lawsuit said.
Owens spokesperson Mitchell Jackson said she "is not shutting up" and called the lawsuit "a foreign government attacking the First Amendment rights of an American independent journalist."
Owens doubled down on the claims in a video Wednesday, saying that she had been "sued by the First Lady man of France," and that the lawsuit was an "obvious and desperate public relations strategy" that she first learned of in the press. She also said the filing contained inaccuracies and that she and her representatives asked to interview Brigitte Macron before podcast episodes aired.
The French Embassy could not be reached for comment.
Tom Clare, an attorney representing the Macrons, called the suit a "clear-cut case of defamation."
The Macrons said in a statement that they "concluded that referring the matter to a court of law was the only remaining avenue for remedy" after three retraction requests were disregarded.
Owens worked for the Daily Wire and Turning Point USA before starting her own podcast. She has more than 4.4 million subscribers on YouTube.
Owens' remarks have ignited controversy before. Australia last year rejected her visa request, saying her history of downplaying the Holocaust among other views could incite discord, according to local media.
The Macrons' attorneys in the case, from Clare Locke and Farnan LLP, helped represent Dominion Voting Systems in a defamation lawsuit against Fox News that the network paid about $790 million to settle in 2023.
A French appeals court this month overturned convictions against two women who made similar allegations about Brigitte Macron's gender, saying they had been made in good faith, according to the lawsuit filing and European media.
Proving defamation in U.S. courts is a high bar, especially against public officials, requiring that the publisher acted with malice, such as a reckless disregard for the truth.
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Climate
U.N. court rules countries have duty to limit greenhouse emissions
The International Court of Justice was asked to rule on whether nations are obligated under international law to protect the Earth's climate from planet-warming emissions. 

Pollution rises from the stacks of the Miami Fort power plant along the Ohio River near Cincinnati on July 11. (Jason Whitman/AP)


By Chico Harlan | 2025-07-23
The United Nations' highest judicial body ruled Wednesday that nations have a "duty" to prevent environmental harm and are obliged to limit planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions, which come primarily from fossil fuels.
In its first-ever ruling on climate issues, the International Court of Justice said any breach represents an "internationally wrongful act" and can lead to reparations for countries suffering the consequences if a "causal" link can be shown.
The ruling is nonbinding and won't force any immediate policy changes. But it will put more pressure on industrialized countries to live up to their pledges. It will also more widely open the door to climate cases around the world, giving leverage to those trying to hold corporations and high-polluting nations to account. Courts across the world could cite the ICJ ruling in their decisions.
The court, based in The Hague and composed of 15 judges, had examined two questions: whether countries are obligated under international law to protect the Earth's climate from greenhouse gases, and what legal consequences nations might face if they fail.
In reading out the decision, Judge Yuji Iwasawa painted a sweeping picture of the dangers of climate change, saying it crosses borders and "imperils all forms of life." Still, he cautioned that international law could play an "important but ultimately limited" role. The problem, he said, requires vast political will and wisdom.
But for smaller countries that have grown jaded by the world's plodding response to climate change, the court ruling was celebrated as a potential turning point.
"It's a very important course correction," Vanuatu's climate envoy, Ralph Regenvanu, said on the steps outside the court.
Vishal Prasad, the director of a Pacific Islands student group that had drawn up the idea of pressing the climate case, said that the "world's smallest countries have made history. The ICJ's decision brings us closer to a world where governments can no longer turn a blind eye to their legal responsibilities."
The court said that people have a right to a "clean, healthy and sustainable environment" under international law.
It also specified that countries don't get a pass when emissions come from "private actors." It said granting fossil fuel exploration licenses or providing fossil fuel subsidies could quality as wrongful acts.
The court case exposed some of the most sensitive issues dividing heavily emitting industrialized countries and poorer nations, including small islands, that bear the direct consequences of rising seas, intensifying heat and increasingly ferocious storms.
During about two weeks of testimony in December, countries including the United States, China and Saudi Arabia essentially argued for maintaining the status quo.  They said the current international system for dealing with climate change, marked by U.N.-led annual negotiations, was sufficient. Small nations, meanwhile, said that system was failing them and that a court case was their last-ditch effort.
"This is not just a legal question; it is a matter of survival," Antigua and Barbuda Prime Minister Gaston Browne told the court.
The decision comes at a moment of flagging political will across the West to address climate change. Governments have pushed back against green measures they view as economically costly. Two years ago, countries pledged to transition away from fossil fuels; instead, many wealthy nations are leading a drilling boom.
The U.S. had presented its oral arguments at the court during the last weeks of the Biden administration. Under President Donald Trump, the U.S. has cut climate research, rolled back regulations on greenhouse gas emissions and pulled out of the Paris climate agreement.
The State Department did not respond to a request for comment.

Ralph Regenvanu, Vanuatu's minister for climate change, speaks surrounded by demonstrators at the International Court of Justice in The Hague on Wednesday. (Peter Dejong/AP)


All the while, vulnerable countries are running up high debts as they try to recover from climate disasters or fortify infrastructure against future events. Last year, wealthier nations pledged to provide at least $300 billion annually by 2035 to help poorer nations -- multiples short of what independent estimates say is needed.
Humanity is on track to blow past its goal of limiting warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) compared with preindustrial levels. The 10 hottest years have all come over the past decade.
Even five years ago, frustration with the planet's trajectory had been mounting. That's when a group of South Pacific law students drew up an idea with their professor to take the issue of climate change to the U.N. court. They shared the idea with small island governments and drew interest from Vanuatu, which secured backing from donors, hired a law firm and spent years drumming up diplomatic support.
"I thought it was a long shot but that it was definitely worth trying," Regenvanu said.
The U.N. General Assembly asked the court last year for an opinion in a case that was called "Obligations of States in Respect of Climate Change."
Delta Merner, a lead scientist at the Union of Concerned Scientists, said the court case "won't change things overnight." But it could ultimately "reshape the political, legal and even the moral landscape" of how to hold polluters to account.
"We've been stuck in this notion that climate action is all voluntary," she said. "The ICJ reframed the climate crisis as a legal and human rights emergency."
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World
Interpol takes U.S.-Canadian anti-whaling 'eco-pirate' off most-wanted list
Paul Watson spent months in a Greenland prison last year as Japan sought his extradition over a 2010 encounter with a whaling ship, but he was eventually released.

Paul Watson after Interpol took the anti-whaling campaigner off its most-wanted list on Wednesday. (Thomas Padilla/AP)


By Victoria Bisset | 2025-07-23
Interpol has removed an international alert for a Canadian American anti-whaling activist sought by Japan for more than a decade.
In an emailed statement Wednesday, Interpol confirmed the lifting of the "red notice" against Paul Watson, who is 74 and a former head of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society.
Watson, who has been an active and outspoken anti-whaling activist for decades, was a founder of Greenpeace but was expelled eight years later for what it called his violent actions (Watson said he took a club from a man attacking baby seals). He went on to establish the organization that would become the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society, which, in the 1970s and 1980s, used tactics included sinking several ships.
The group's high-profile tactics led to Watson being nicknamed a "pirate" or "eco-pirate" in several newspaper headlines, as well as a documentary. A U.S. judge previously called him a pirate because of his approach.
Japan issued an arrest warrant against Watson in 2010, accusing him of attempting to obstruct a Japanese whaling ship in the Antarctic and ordering the captain of his ship to throw bottles containing acid at the ship. Watson and his team have denied any wrongdoing. The Interpol alert, issued later, said the charges listed by Japan included breaking into a vessel and damage to property.
"Interpol has officially and permanently dismissed the Red Notice against me," the Captain Paul Watson Foundation, which he co-founded, posted on social media Tuesday, while calling the charges against him "politically motivated."
Interpol said in its emailed statement that the decision to lift the red notice did not represent "a judgment on the merits of the case, or the events that occurred in 2010," but was instead taken by an independent body that deals with personal data "in light of new facts," including Denmark's refusal to extradite Watson.
Watson was detained in Greenland, an autonomous Danish territory, in July of last year based on the Interpol notice. He spent five months in prison before Danish authorities released him, citing factors including the nature of the alleged offenses and the length of time that had passed since then.
A red notice is not an arrest warrant, and Interpol cannot force countries to arrest individuals on the basis of one. However, the notices are used to alert police in member countries about people sought for prosecution or to serve a sentence for serious crimes and "help bring fugitives to justice," according to Interpol.
William Julie, a lawyer representing Watson, said in a telephone interview Wednesday that the fact that Watson had been able to travel freely between France, where he lives, and the United States without being arrested suggested the charges were disproportionate.
"For him, it's been a nearly 15-years-long fight," Julie said of Watson's response to the Interpol decision. "And so he was relieved, and he was obviously very happy."
While, technically, the Japanese arrest warrant against Watson remains active, the Interpol decision would make it harder for Japan to find a country willing to carry out an arrest, Julie added.
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Food
Trouble in the kitchen? Ask us your cooking questions.
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

Every Wednesday at noon ET, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions. (The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-07-24
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
	

	

	


Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Food
This food truck is so good it's worth the trip to Sperryville
At Sumac, chef Dan Gleason is serving a creative tasting menu that relies on live fire at a Virginia brewery.

Heirloom tomato topped with frothy corn custard, pickled mustard seeds and corn silk dust. 


By Tom Sietsema | 2025-07-24
Never mind that he cooks in what used to be a cattle trailer -- basically outside -- where winter can be freezing and summer is broiling-don't-you-know. Dan Gleason says no other kitchen competes with his screened-in food truck at Sumac in Sperryville, Virginia -- not even the gleaming beauty at his onetime employer, the Inn at Little Washington.
"Being in the kitchen and feeling a breeze is incredible," says Gleason, who co-owns the operation with his wife and hospitality director, Abigail. "You don't get that often, except for a backyard grill."
Five years ago this September, the owners of Pen Druid Brewing asked Gleason if he'd be interested in putting a food truck on the grounds of their 27-acre site. He and Abigail responded with a pop-up showcasing an upscale menu using mostly ingredients from the Piedmont region of Virginia, including sumac, a plant that grows widely in the area. (The fascination goes way back. Gleason, who grew up in Rockville and has cooked for 20 years, remembers making tea from the berries when he was in fourth grade.) "Place" has always inspired the couple, says the chef, who cooks much of what is served at Sumac over live fire. A big slab of oak, burned with the letters of the restaurant's name, welcomes customers to the couple's charming, shabby-chic venue.
Having booked Sumac's five-course tasting menu option, two of us check in at a host lectern fashioned from apple logs, cedar planks and an aluminum roof. (Two dozen customers are admitted every 30 minutes.) There are multiple seating options: a nearby picnic table on the grass and a shaded perch near the entrance of the brewery, both dog-friendly, or inside Pen Druid, where you can buy beer, cider or wine and help yourself to water. "Sit where you like," says the ticket taker, who turns out to be the chef. "We'll find you." The day of our visit was hot and steamy; the air-conditioned interior, which also plays music, called. Before we head to the brewery, Gleason invites us to take a kitchen tour after the meal.
A few minutes later, the first course is brought out. It's a bison tartare, seasoned with a paste of fermented plums and perilla leaf (wild shiso) and offered with bao buns. The meat is lush and better for the Lilliputian pickled chanterelles that garnish it. We smile as we sink our teeth into the shiny bread but set it aside after an exploratory bite. The bun, alas, is gummy.

Owners Abigail and Dan Gleason at Sumac. 


We almost forget about the slip when the tomato "steak" comes out. The second course turns out to be a single sliced tomato draped with a loose custard of cream, egg yolks and corn, then finished with a few slivers of onion and a pinch of mustard seeds. The tomato tastes as if it had just been plucked from the vine; the cloud on top tastes like corn crossed with silk. The coupling is a midsummer night's dream. On its heels come a rainbow coalition of diced beets scattered with savory granola, made with wild juniper on my visit, and splayed on a fluff of tangy goat cheese. The mousse is ringed in a shimmering green oil coaxed from chive and dill. We sop up traces of all the goodness on our compostable plates with a nice surprise: warm focaccia to make up for the underbaked bun.
Everyone makes mistakes. Sumac shows how to recover from one, quickly.
Around us, a few people are eating a single dish or two. One of the nice things about the operation is the ability to order a la carte if you happen to drop by sans reservation. If you only want say, the pork skewer from the day's lineup, it's possible.

Grilled sliced cabbage paved with chopped oyster mushrooms and finished with shrimp butter. 



Cooks Laila Hall and Charlotte Zerbst work in the screened trailer outfitted with a wood-burning hearth. 


Cubes of loin meat, charred over the wood fire that touches much of the food at Sumac, are finished as if they were about to be presented at some Michelin-starred establishment. Slivers of apricot drape over the juicy pork, which is seasoned with fennel blossom and set over apricot soup striped with tangy yogurt. A bite of pork, a sip of soup -- the duo goes down like summer camp for adults when it's washed back with a brew made with native yeast and cooked over a wood fire. (Pen Druid, which embraces an orchard, celebrates its 10th anniversary Saturday and might be best-known for its floral blonde beer, Golden Swan.) Finer still is the skewered cabbage, a meatless marvel of many-layered cabbage braised in charred onion butter, brushed with a shrimp butter and made more exciting with a carpet of chopped oyster mushrooms. Even people who say they don't like the vegetable become converts after trying this sermon.
Sumac is an equal opportunity feeder, by the way. The kitchen always offers a few a la carte vegan options.
This being July, peaches are poached in brandy and sunk into a soft pillow of ricotta sweetened with almond, and blueberries bestow their color on a refreshing sorbet paired with sparkling basil granita. Which dessert is best? In search of an answer, I go from one to the other and back, repeating the process until they do a D.B. Cooper. The investigation results in a tie for first place.

Blueberry sorbet with basil granita and apple dust. 


Except for seafood and a few pantry staples including olive oil, much of what Gleason and team use is procured from within 150 miles of where they cook. Lemons have no home here, a role filled by native sumac. There's no soy sauce, either. For umami, Gleason makes his own malt vinegar from black walnuts. (Shades of the Dabney in Washington when the Mid-Atlantic dining destination rolled out a decade ago.) Buying local isn't as simple as it sounds, says Gleason, who points to this year's "terrible" and "short" apricot season, the result of a punishing frost.
Time for the promised kitchen tour, where we meet a handful of cooks from Sumac's residency program and get an up-close view of their tight quarters, which, to be specific, is a cattle car topped with a shipping container whose 36-foot length includes an extended screened porch. Gleason refers to the structure as a "Franken-box."
I didn't have a thermometer with me, but a minute inside the structure was hot as Hades. How do the cooks stand it? "You acclimate," says Gleason, who jokes that a cook starting fresh in August "wouldn't survive." (Sumac hires four cooks a season, which starts in March and ends in December. Applications are now being accepted for 2026.)
Once guests have left, the team gathers to decompress, talk about the day and swap stories. The backdrop for their meeting is a sunset: "no barrier to nature," says Gleason, whose fantasy setting he considers "chef bait" and whose honest cooking is worth a hike or a drive from points near and far.

Co-owner Abigail Gleason serves diners Isabel and Robert Fiolek and Bill and Jennifer Tyrrell while chef Daniel Gleason checks in with guests. 


The food truck is at Pen Druid Brewing, 3863 Sperryville Pike, Sperryville, Va. No phone. sumac-va.com. Open 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and noon to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Prices: A la carte plates $10 to $30; five-course tasting menu (including 20 percent service charge) $95. Sound check: 72 decibels/Must speak with raised voice (in the brewery). Accessibility: ADA-compliant restroom in the brewery.
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Eat Voraciously
Cool cucumber salsa is the star of these steak tacos
Steak tacos a la plancha shine thanks to a juicy-crisp salsa of summer cucumbers, tomatoes, onions and herbs.

Steak Tacos With Cucumber Salsa. (Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-07-24
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
It's late July, and the summer sun is high. I've been tending to my neighbor's garden while she's away, and her cucumbers, peppers and tomatoes are heavy on their vines. That mix inspired these Steak Tacos With Cucumber Salsa. It's a nod to the season that also emphasizes the most important part of a taco: the salsa.
Get the recipe: Steak Tacos With Cucumber Salsa
When I started developing this recipe, I was stuck on what to do with the steak. I had this vision that I could come up with a go-to formula for skirt steak that would work for tacos, for a burrito or on the side of a plate of rice and beans.
First, I made a traditional adobo marinade, with fruity guajillo chiles toasted in a pan, soaked in water, and blended with lots of herbs and garlic. That steak tasted great, but in the process of making it, I used three pans, two bowls and a blender, leaving me with a sink full of dishes to do on a weeknight. I riffed on a recipe for a more streamlined adobo, but this still required more than a dozen ingredients. Then, I experimented with canned chipotles in adobo. Their smokiness added a lovely edge to the tacos, but their spice level was too high.
Looking for inspiration, I pulled out "Mexico From the Inside Out" by Enrique Olvera. The chef is most famous for his avant-garde restaurant Pujol in Mexico City, so I wasn't too surprised to find that the only recipe listed under "steak" in his cookbook's index is for a dish called "Eggplant Barbacoa, Isthmus Puree, and Pickled Flowers." It calls for nearly 40 ingredients, and, as the name denotes, the main attraction is not steak, but eggplant. The steak is instead cooked and pureed into the salsa that goes with the dish.
This is Olvera's style, but the dish made even more sense when I read his introduction to a section on house salsas: "In Mexico, salsas are anything but a simple dressing. They're the rhyme and reason of dishes where the protein is really just an excuse to enjoy what is of real interest. If we're served pork with a tomatillo sauce, we praise the sauce. The same thing happens on the street: what matters most is what we put on the taco rather than the taco itself."
The section goes on to quote a few stanzas of "Que le Pongan Salsa," a song from the popular orchestral group el Gran Combo de Puerto Rico that's about adding the right seasoning and salsa to food -- and life.

(Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


I took a step back, and it hit me: What if I focused on the salsa? I diced and tossed together cucumbers, tomatoes, onions and peppers with cilantro, lime juice, salt and black pepper. The still-warm-from-the-sun vegetables released juices that ran together to form a refreshing elixir, something so good I could drink it out of a glass. Though this salsa has no bell pepper, it reminds me of a deconstructed gazpacho.
Unsurprisingly, it upstages the griddled steak. I ended up seasoning the meat with Tajin and raw onion before cooking it until it was fairly well charred. You can use any chile-lime seasoning, including Valentina's or the black lime and chili salt mix from Burlap & Barrel. If you don't have a seasoning blend like this in your pantry, you could also season the steak with salt and pepper, and dress it with lime and chile after it's cooked.
These chile-lime salts are handy, and work well on any protein, including chicken, salmon, tofu, or plump and creamy pinto beans. But these tacos are hardly about the protein, anyway. What matters most, after all, is what you put on top.
Get the recipe: Steak Tacos With Cucumber Salsa
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Husband is losing his ability to manage small frustrations
Husband's growing emotional distress for up to a week after minor mishaps puts a strain on their marriage.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-07-24
Adapted from an online discussion.
Hi Carolyn: My husband and I have been together about 15 years, and I've noticed he is increasingly unable to emotionally handle mishaps and life's inconveniences. I tend to let things roll off my back, but any kind of hassle ruins his entire day or week.
Recently, one of our appliances broke -- not the fridge, fortunately -- while he was home on a sick day from work. I told him to leave it for me to deal with when I got home, but he refused. He spent several hours trying to fix it, wasn't able to, then was in a sour mood for 24-plus hours.
It just feels so unnecessary to me to react like that all the time. There were some mild suggestions from him that I wasn't helpful enough, even though I had offered multiple times to be the one to deal with it.
I see this as a twofold problem: refusing to let me do things myself, and becoming miserable because he insists on doing things himself. I'm not really sure what to do at this point, whether it's suggest therapy for him, marriage counseling or maybe both.
-- Hassled
Hassled: Just a layman's hunch, but I wonder whether this is depression, manifesting itself as anger, frustration and helplessness. It does tend to present in men differently -- as anger in particular -- so it can be harder to make the connection.
Even if I'm way off, a medical screening in response to a mood change or an emotional situation that is "increasingly" problematic is an appropriate first step.
Accordingly, that's the place to start: Suggest an evaluation with his doctor. Tell him you have noticed a pronounced change lately in his mood, affect and reactivity, and you're worried about him.
Especially given that defensiveness is part of the issue, it might take some patient persuasion. "Humor me" is a viable tack.
Dear Carolyn: My dad was a bully and an intolerant religious fundamentalist. There was a lot of corporal punishment during my preschool and grade school years. Plenty of insults and threats. For example, when I announced at the dinner table that I had decided to become a vegetarian, he replied: "Eat that hot dog or I'll shove it down your throat."
Dad was absent from most of the big moments. I played baseball one year; he didn't attend a single game. I had the lead in the school play; he skipped that, too. When my daughter was born, he wasn't going to visit us because he had a "scheduling conflict" -- a karate tournament he considered a higher priority. (My mother insisted he change his plans.)
Mom died two decades ago, leaving him with lots of money, and he spends it all on himself: seven new houses in the past 20 years; new campers, trucks, boats. He checks in periodically to brag about his latest purchases. He didn't visit our home at any point in our kids' teenage years.
Now, Dad is complaining to relatives -- I'm not making this up -- that his kids don't spend time with him, that he's not a priority in their lives and that he's somehow the victim in all this.
What, if anything, should I say in response? And should I feel obligated to travel across the country to attend a big 80th birthday party that his new wife is planning?
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: Nothing, and no.
I'll elaborate if you'd like. But mostly I'd like to say: I'm sorry that's who you drew in the dad lottery. Anyone he's complaining to either knows the truth or isn't relevant to you.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Constructive criticism not wanted here
Letter writer had one note for successful novelist stepson about his new book, but he coldly dismissed it. 

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-07-24
Dear Miss Manners: My stepson is a successful novelist. I'm reading an advanced copy of his new book, which is brilliant, but contains a neurodivergent character that doesn't ring quite true to me. (I'm neurodivergent, if that matters.)
In a recent conversation, I complimented him on his truly wonderful book, but when I tried to talk about this character in what I hoped was a light way, he said, coldly and dismissively, "I don't care what you think."
This hurt my feelings. Noting his defensiveness, I left the conversation, but afterward his father and I fought. He thought I shouldn't have tried to discuss the book, just to praise it. He said I was being a jerk.
Was I? I think I'm owed an apology from both of them. But I know my social skills can always be improved.
As it is well past time to retire the offensive cliche "Does this make me look fat?" as The Most Loaded Question, Miss Manners recommends adopting in its place, "What do you think of my book?"
All authors crave discerning feedback. All authors also crave praise. The trick is knowing which to give when. Miss Manners finds it best to ask first, but has found that the former is best delivered before publication.
Dear Miss Manners: Today I was in a frame shop selecting a mat and frame for a print. I am a graphic designer by profession, and a painter by moonlight (figuratively speaking), and thus have the world's pickiest color sense -- with the exception, so it would seem, of the clerk in the frame store.
I wanted nothing more than to peruse the mat and frame samples myself and take some time making my own decision. The clerk, however, was intent on selecting mat colors herself, while not showing me the many other colors in the book.
She was trying to be helpful, so I didn't want to appear unappreciative, but I really wanted her to leave me alone to decide for myself. I asked her if she would mind if I looked through the samples myself, and she gave me the sample book, but continued to hover and make unhelpful suggestions.
Hints ("Thanks, I'll just look through these for a while") didn't repel her. Was there a polite way I could have declined her advice and still gotten my print framed? Alas, it's the only shop in town.
When you asked for time alone with the sample book, the polite thing for the clerk to have done would have been to grant it. So Miss Manners has no objection to your acting as if that was what happened.
When she spoke up again, you could then have looked up in surprise -- as if you did not realize she was still there -- thanked her, and explained, "I'm going to just keep looking for a bit."
After a few repetitions of this, she would have lost interest and wandered off.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: Husband's eating habits disgust spouse
Husband's eating and sanitary habits make this letter writer cringe.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-07-24
Dear Eric: My husband has eating and sanitary habits that make me cringe. When he prepares his lunch, he licks off the mayonnaise or peanut butter that he has gotten on his fingers and then sticks them in the communal chip bag without washing his hands first.
When he eats cereal or salad, he makes this smacking noise that gets in my head. I look for excuses not to sit at the table with him when he eats. Also, he doesn't always wash his hands after using the bathroom which makes the chip bag situation even worse.
I have brought up everything except for the smacking sound to him in the past and he always just gets this pouty look like he can't do anything right and then he is good for a while but then starts up again. He is about to retire, and I shudder at the thought of eating even more meals with him. What can I do?
-- Dining Alone
Dining: The smacking sounds, while frustrating, are a different issue from his sanitary habits so address them separately. If you're sharing food or space, it's crucial to also have agreements about how to healthily coexist. Point out the things he's doing that are unsanitary when they happen -- the lack of hand-washing, for one (yuck!). Explain that it's something you can't abide and why. He may say it's no big deal, but it is a big deal to you. So, he has to work with you to come up with a solution.
An easy-ish fix is to have separate chip bags. This doesn't get at the core issue, but it may help clear the air a little bit. The larger issue at play, however, is a low-level disgust with some of his habits. Maybe they were bearable in smaller doses when he was working. But retirement is a different paradigm and you're both, essentially, about to create a new shared space together. If he's pouting, he's not contributing to the creation of that new space and he's not hearing what you're saying. Talk to him clearly and kindly but hold your ground. Also, consider if there are more deep-seated feelings of frustration or resentment that you can work through with him so that some of his habits don't grate as much.
Dear Eric: I have an online friend who is 30 and who is married to a guy who is in his late 50s. Even though I don't know her in real life, I really like her and feel troubled by the age disparity. When she was 18, he was in his 40s. To me, this is indicative of a creep.
I would like to know your opinion of men who seek out much younger women and vice versa. She says he is her best friend, but I feel like he is a troubled man-child. She is constantly leaving conversations to go tend to him. He comes across as needing her constant attention, which I find odd. The word codependent comes to mind. Her life seems to revolve around him completely.
They live on his mother's property in some sort of guesthouse, and he does not work but is apparently writing a book. She moved from another country to be with him and had known him for a year when they married.
I know it is not my business ultimately, but do you think such age gaps (or at least in this case) spell trouble? She said to me that most women would dream of having a man like him and that he treats her very well. I wonder if this is just the infatuation of a younger woman who can't see that his preference for younger women isn't necessarily healthy.
-- Concerned Friend
Friend: Context is really important here. Eighteen and 40 is very different from 30 and late-50s because of maturity, experience and a host of other factors. So, it's impossible for me to say that this is an unhealthy relationship, even though there are things he should work on in life. And I'd caution you against making such judgments, as well.
Friends can be an invaluable resource when we're in relationships that don't serve us. They can point out things we might turn a blind eye to. So, you're within your right to point out things that concern you. From your telling, it's clear that you don't like him. But what's more important is whether she likes him and is in a healthy place. You feel protective of her, which is good. But don't let that desire to protect undermine her ability to make her own decisions. Online friendship can be deep and meaningful, but it isn't the whole story. If you talk to her about your concerns and she doesn't share them, accept that.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: Roommate reacts with 'bafflement and confusion' every time I vent
Letter writer considers keeping conversations with their roommate superficial to avoid "feeling misunderstood and brushed off."

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-07-24
Dear Sahaj: My roommate and I were close in high school, but we drifted apart in college. Since we started sharing a place, we have become closer again, but I am finding myself bothered by a dynamic that emerges over and over again whenever we talk.
My friend will often ask how I am and invite me to share what's on my mind. I find that as long as we keep the conversation relatively superficial, or keep a positive spin on things, we can talk with little awkwardness. But as soon as I share something that isn't so positive, she will react with open bafflement and confusion.
For example, last week she asked if I was still considering leaving my job as I had said before. I told her I was leaning toward leaving because my workplace culture was "bro-y" (I work in tech), and I shared examples of inappropriate jokes I heard bosses make. She immediately reacted with a kind of bafflement: "Oh, that's weird and toxic. I don't get why people would make jokes like that." Then she changed the subject.
The whole conversation left me feeling misunderstood and brushed off. It's a pattern that has also emerged whenever I talk about my (very dysfunctional) family. She asks a lot of follow-up questions but in a confused, rather than curious, tone. I end up overexplaining myself while she looks more confused. Then she will cap off the conversation with something like, "That's odd/weird/problematic" and change the subject.
What can I do to break this pattern? Should I have a conversation with her, or should I just stop talking about difficult subjects with her? On the one hand, I worry that she's reacting this way because I am overburdening her with my feelings or expecting her to be my therapist, and this is her way of setting a boundary because we live together and she doesn't want to have to caretake me 24/7. On the other, though, this pattern is leaving me frustrated and resentful, and I don't want to spend time resenting my roommate, either.
-- Confused
Confused: Of course you're confused. Your friend is doing a whole emotional bait-and-switch where she invites conversation but then shuts it down when it goes somewhere she doesn't want. Something has to change; you can't keep opening up to her and expecting compassion, only to be disappointed when you're already feeling vulnerable. You have to decide if you are okay with sharing much less with her or talking to her about what you're experiencing.
You can decide not to talk to your friend about her disappointing reactions and consciously stop sharing more deeply with her and redirect that energy elsewhere. You worry this is her boundary, but rather, it sounds more like a limit. She probably doesn't know how to hold discomfort or complexity without either fixing it, dismissing it or retreating. That's not inherently malicious, but it does make her an unreliable container for your more vulnerable truths. It will be hard and sad to let go of a version of a friendship you had hoped to have; let yourself grieve that.
Or if you do feel motivated to talk to her and want to try to find a way to shift the dynamic, you can broach a conversation with her by saying something like, "Hey, can I share something I've been sitting with? It's something I've noticed happening a few times when we talk, and I think naming it and talking to you about it might help me get some clarity." Then something like: "Sometimes when I share stuff that's a little heavier -- like work stress or family stuff -- I feel like it lands kind of awkwardly. I totally get that not every conversation needs to be deep, but I've left a few of those chats feeling a bit misunderstood or shut down. I wanted to check in because I value our friendship and want to make sure I'm not overstepping or asking for more than you want to hold." This is grounded in your experience, uses "I" language to be non-accusatory and is asking for her to share her side of things.
The conversation will be clarifying for many reasons. Only after naming this and chatting with her about it will you gain clarity on whether she is overwhelmed and wants to set a boundary. Or you'll realize she is simply unaware and may not be the right person for certain kinds of conversation. You'll hopefully get an idea of how she interprets these conversations and recognize if there's anything you need to do differently.
If she gets defensive or minimizes, that will give you useful information, too. You don't need to force closeness with someone who can't meet you there. If that happens, the best path may be to recalibrate your expectations by accepting that she may be a great roommate or surface-level friend, but she can't be your go-to for emotional processing. This will allow you to preserve the relationship -- especially as you continue to live together -- by not expecting it to be something it can't be.
Finally, be compassionate with yourself as you navigate this. I hear you internalize your friend's behavior as something that is your fault. You can hold yourself accountable to what you can do differently, but don't take responsibility for how she is acting and responding to you. This only feeds your narrative that you are too much, when in fact, you just know what you need in friendships, and you're exploring who is capable of doing that with you.
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Advice
My wife puts all our family business on social media. Hax readers give advice.
Wife won't stop posting the family's tantrums, vomit and in-law beefs to social media, insisting it's "her life, her right."

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-07-23
We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My wife is one of those people whose entire life is put on display on social media. Every single thing she experiences or knows about, good or bad, is immediately posted.
She has posted pictures and information (masked as requests for support) about her sister's prolonged hospital stay, her mom's very private struggles with IBS, her own minor health issues, etc. She finally stopped posting pictures of our children at my insistence, but she still writes about every little thing they do or say. I mean minutiae like how long our daughter played with the Lego set "Santa" brought her and how long our son took to put his shoes on.
However, it's the "bad stuff" that makes me crazy -- like when she posts about them misbehaving or throwing tantrums, or posts pictures of messes they made. When I tell her to cool it, she shrugs me off and says it's her life, her right. After several long discussions, she did quit posting anything specifically about me. She used to write about every little argument we had, and now she complains that I'm stifling her. Nothing can convince her to stop posting about her disagreements with my admittedly difficult mother, which does nothing to help the situation.
My wife does have many real-life friends, so the internet is not her only outlet. I have experienced friends offering suggestions about a fight my wife had with my mom and neighbors asking me if we got the bathroom cleaned up after my daughter had a stomach bug since my wife posted graphic pictures of the aftermath. It's excruciating. Is there any way to convince her to stop?
-- Poster's Spouse
Poster's Spouse: Although your problem is very real and complicated, the answer to your question is obvious and simple: No, there is no way to convince her to stop. You have tried what you could, but, ultimately, as your wife says, it is her life, and she has her rights.
The question you didn't ask but need to answer for yourself is: What are the consequences if this is how your life will be as long as you are together (unless she changes her ways spontaneously)? One notes that you don't say a single positive word about your wife or your relationship in your letter. What's up with that?
-- The Listener
Poster's Spouse: I believe this sort of thing is a sign of addictive behavior. For whatever reason, she is craving a dopamine rush, and she gets that from posting and engaging with the comments and reactions. I don't think there is anything you can say that will make her stop until she understands how her behavior is impacting others and why she can't stop.
Ask her open-ended questions about her posts that are really no different from what you'd ask someone in addiction. When you post, how do you feel? If you didn't post about these personal situations or limited the number of posts, how would you feel? Have you ever tried to not post? What happened?
Any signs of withdrawal when she's away from social media or is limiting her posts all are red flags that she has a problem. That includes feeling anxious, grumpy or just restless -- like she doesn't know what to do with herself -- when she tries to not post. None of those questions will make her change her behavior right away. But they could make her start seeing her behavior in a different way. Good luck.
-- Anon
Poster's Spouse: If you keep seeing her posts on your feed, then simply hide them instead of blocking her on Facebook -- she won't know. Don't engage in any discussions about her posts. If someone asks, just say you don't see her posts; that's her pastime. Others are probably doing the same since not everyone wants to read about children's diarrhea and family fights. It's surprising the rest of the family hasn't called her out on that.
She's not alone in this and could get help, but ultimately, let her share what she wants. Suggest therapy. Then forget about it.
-- Don't Engage
Poster's Spouse: As an older single woman, I have found myself writing posts in my head during my day that I might post later. I began to notice that it was very similar to how I used to come home and tell my husband everything.
The best thing I can suggest is for you to make an effort to talk more with your wife about her day. Tell her you want to hear these things from her -- and not online or from neighbors. If you are listening to your wife more, then maybe she will have less of a need to feel "heard" on social media.
-- Talk
Poster's Spouse: There is a whole generation of kids who grew up as the subjects of "Mommy blogs" and family YouTube channels who are coming of age right now. Many of those kids have strong feelings about the privacy they were denied as children. Spoiler alert: They don't tend to have great feelings about the parent(s) who turned their childhood ups and downs into "content." While your wife isn't monetizing your kids' online presence, she sure isn't respecting their privacy, either.
I'm not sure how old your kids are, but at a certain point they may have strong feelings about what ends up online about them. Perhaps you can persuade your wife to ask herself one question before she posts: If my son or daughter saw this post as a teen or young adult, would they feel shamed or embarrassed? If the answer is yes, then the privacy of the kid takes precedence over Mom's desire to share and it doesn't get posted.
-- Think of the Children
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2025/07/23/carolyn-hax-wife-social-media-posts-constantly/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Food
Who has the best chicken wrap? We ranked 8 fast-food brands. 
For the top tortilla-wrapped option, look beyond McDonald's and Popeyes. 

(Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


By Tim Carman | 2025-07-24
The music video dropped on July 10, the very day McDonald's reintroduced its chicken snack wraps to menus across the country. Popeyes, the preeminent purveyor of fried bird parts, couldn't sit back as an archrival stuck his oversize clown shoe in the door of this nationwide wrap party. So the Louisiana Kitchen ordered up a diss track from PJ Accetturo, a filmmaker known to harness the power of human and artificial intelligence, and he delivered a gut punch to the famous mascot in face paint and a yellow jumpsuit.
"Food be tasting funny when a clown is in the kitchen," intones an AI-generated rapper. The lyrics pierce their target as a clown -- more Heath Ledger's Joker than the benevolent Ronald McDonald -- accidentally starts a grease fire in the kitchen. The subtext is clear: Order a snack wrap from a clown, expect a circus.
If you're looking for a symbol of the chicken wrap wars now playing out among fast-food chains, the Popeyes video is it. It ends with a blunt statement of fact: "The Wrap Battle is On!"
Perhaps wraps are not the ideal weapon to wage war among corporations that have traditionally advanced on their enemies with heavy munitions such as, you know, fried chicken sandwiches or entire breakfast menus. But wraps? It feels as though they're fighting a ground war with gag gifts.
It's hard to think of a dish that gets less respect. "Wraps are awful," wrote Ellen Cushing, wasting no time in attacking the lowly tortilla wad in her recent Atlantic essay. "At best, they ruin perfectly serviceable fillings by bundling them up in a gummy, cold tortilla. At worst, they do this with less-than-serviceable fillings." Three years earlier, Lesley Suter at Eater suggested anyone ordering a wrap was in need of an intervention. "I propose that each wrap ordered in America should automatically trigger a phone call from a local licensed therapist, followed swiftly by the prescribed consumption of literally anything else."
And yet here we are: Chains are fighting for market share over a dish that half the known universe views with the kind of contempt reserved for despots and Nickelback. The other half has been busy launching a petition to bring snack wraps back at McDonald's (stating the obvious: They succeeded) or creating soothing, ASMR-like TikTok content to convince the curmudgeons among us that tortilla-wrapped fillings will not automatically brand them as slackers from Generation X, still certain that wraps will save them from a late-middle-age paunch.
In a way, this tension between the pro- and anti-wrap factions plays out in the stiff, uncomfortable booths of fast-food restaurants and in car seats across America, as I discovered over the course of tasting more than 25 chicken wraps from eight national chains. Some were assembled seemingly without care, as if the workers were as bored by wraps as the critics. Others were so exquisitely built that it seemed a NASA engineer was moonlighting in the kitchen. And sometimes a wrap would taste great on one visit, meh on the next.
In other words, the list below could have been markedly different had it been published a week later. Some chains, typically known for consistency, have struggled to establish a compelling standard for their wraps. Others don't seem to know what they want to say with their wraps -- other than they have them -- and the wraps themselves sometimes do little more than remind you of better sandwiches already on the menu. One of the worst offenders? Popeyes, the Louisiana Kitchen that is so wrapped up in throwing shade at its competitor.
Here's how the best options at each chain stacked up.

This taste test was not for the faint of heart. (Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


The trio of chicken wraps at Arby's are snack-sized and neatly folded at both ends, putting these miniature logs more squarely in the category of burritos than kati rolls or gyros. The best of the bunch is a serviceable barbecue chicken, a recognition that probably qualifies as damning with faint praise. It's a predictable combination of crispy tender, shredded lettuce, cheddar cheese and standard-issue sauce. The wrap's selling point is not exactly the sauce -- a condiment that channels the innocuous sweet-and-tangy flavors that most Americans equate with Kansas City barbecue -- but with the interplay among piquant sauce, warm chicken, cool wrap and a thick, wide slab of cheddar that envelops the tender as no shredded cheese ever can.
($2.99.) Per wrap: Calories: 350; Total Fat: 16 g; Saturated Fat: 6 g; Carbohydrates: 36 g; Sodium: 980 mg; Cholesterol: 40 mg; Protein: 16 g; Dietary Fiber: 1 g; Sugar: 5 g.
The chicken tucked into this wrap is not a tender, but cubes of grilled breast meat that are well-seasoned, slightly tangy and ungodly soft. The meat is so generously spooned into the cool wrapper that it spills from the open end, like a cornucopia. The chicken is the star of the show, its herbal flavors more assertive than any other element, including the creamy ranch dressing, which you assume would lead the charge despite its second billing. Yet I must admit, the more I looked into the chicken's ingredient list, the more I questioned what I was shoveling in my mouth at alarming speeds. Breast meat just isn't this juicy and this uniform without the unholy hand of industry involved in the process.
($7.29.) Per wrap: Calories: 420; Total Fat: 16 g; Saturated Fat: 5 g; Carbohydrates: 41 g; Sodium: 1,100 mg; Cholesterol: 70 mg; Protein: 28 g; Dietary Fiber: 2 g; Sugar: 2 g.
The first wrap I ordered from Popeyes was truly a mess. The tender was so tough and over-fried that I couldn't sink my teeth into it without pulling out the entire strip from the cool, cardboardy tortilla. The location I visited displayed an alarming lack of consistency and, perhaps worse, no visible commitment to the aesthetics of a wrap. Some sported two pickles, some just a lone chip to add that signature Popeyes pucker. Some wraps were barely folded. Some poorly sauced. It wasn't until my third visit that I was handed a spicy chicken wrap that compared favorably to the sandwich that made America lose its mind in the summer of 2019. Popeyes introduced its wraps in June, which means it took the chain weeks to find its footing. I'm sorry, but that's nothing to brag about.
($3.99.) Per wrap: Calories: 470; Total Fat: 27 g; Saturated Fat: 10 g; Carbohydrates: 39 g; Sodium: 1,470 mg; Cholesterol: 60 mg; Protein: 21 g; Dietary Fiber: 2 g; Sugar: 2 g.

The much-ballyhooed Ranch Snack Wrap from McDonald's. (Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


Returning to menu for the first time in nine years, the two snack wraps at McDonald's inspired a feeding frenzy from day one, overwhelming restaurants and third-party delivery services alike. It even led to a lettuce shortage. I'm struggling to understand the obsession. The Ranch Snack Wrap is a basic preparation, starting with a flour tortilla that can be soft and pliable on one visit, stale and characterless the next. When it's assembled with care -- a tender nestled in a loose pile of shredded lettuce and cheese, coated with a generous layer of sauce -- the wrap fulfills its limited promise: It satisfies that urge for a midafternoon snack with something a little salty, crispy, creamy and cool. Sometimes that's all you need.
($2.99.) Per wrap: Calories: 390; Total Fat: 22 g; Saturated Fat: 6 g; Carbohydrates: 31 g; Sodium: 900 mg; Cholesterol: 45 mg; Protein: 30 g; Dietary Fiber: 1 g; Sugar: 3 g.
The Cool Wrap arrives in a clear plastic container that gives off the impression that the sandwich comes with its own mini-refrigerated case. The wrap is not just cool, but actually cold to the touch. Any heat applied to the grilled chicken and mottled flaxseed tortilla was done well before this wrap was painstakingly assembled and tucked into the arctic air of the nearest fridge. As any food scientist will tell you, chilly ingredients impair our ability to detect flavor, and on first bite, the main thing you taste is the cheese, a blend of Monterey Jack and cheddar. But once this beauty comes to room temperature -- and once you give it a dip in your preferred dressing, such as the standout avocado lime ranch -- the wrap lights up nicely. It also feels more like a meal than many wraps, and it's priced accordingly.
($9.39.) Per wrap: Calories: 660; Total Fat: 45 g; Saturated Fat: 9 g; Carbohydrates: 32 g; Sodium: 1,420 mg; Cholesterol: 110 mg; Protein: 43 g; Dietary Fiber: 14 g; Sugar: 5 g.
The hunk of fried chicken tucked into this wrap is larger than your standard tender. Just by eyeballing it, I'd guess the piece is about half the size of what's typically sold in supermarkets as a chicken breast (which is technically half of a whole breast, but let's not get wonky about this). I love the coating on the chicken, with its animated blend of spices in the seasoning. I also appreciate how the preparation isn't just a straight burn, like so many spice bombs sold under the snack wrap banner. BK adds a squeeze of "Royal" sauce, an all-purpose condiment that jacks up the flavor with its umami-rich ingredients. Speaking of which, the slice of tomato buried inside the wrap might be considered umami overkill to many, but not me.
($2.99.) Per wrap: Calories: 390 g; Total Fat: 25 g; Saturated Fat: 5 g; Carbohydrates: 30 g; Sodium: 920 mg; Cholesterol: 40 mg; Protein: 15 g; Dietary Fiber: 5 g; Sugar: 3 g.
At the Subway location nearest my home, the menu advertises only three wraps. But the woman behind the counter -- I wish I were the kind of guy who could embrace the term "sandwich artist" without cynicism -- said I could make a wrap from any of the available combinations. The Spicy Nacho Chicken sandwich, in wrap form, called to me right away. It's a hefty sandwich, more substantial than any snack wrap. Rolled up in a dimpled flatbread -- more Middle Eastern lavash than Northern Mexico flour tortilla -- the fillings explode like fireworks in the nighttime sky. Pickled jalapenos. Slivers of red onion and green pepper. Rotisserie-style chicken (I ignored whatever sins were being committed under the "style" modifier). Two types of sauces, including creamy sriracha. And a sprinkling of these fried rice-and-corn flour nubbins that Subway dubs SubKrunch. The flatbread can barely contain all the deliciousness.
($10.79.) Per wrap: Calories: 610; Total Fat: 24 g; Saturated Fat: 5 g; Carbohydrates: 59 g; Sodium: 1,730 mg; Cholesterol: 115 mg; Protein: 40 g; Dietary Fiber: 3 g; Sugar: 6 g.

Sonic's Cheesy Baja Crispy Tender Wrap topped the heap. (Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


The most important ingredient in a wrap is the very thing that holds the beast together. The flour tortillas at most fast-food joints are lifeless, tasteless and joyless. They're better suited for patching holes in your drywall than for building a wrap, snack-size or otherwise. The tortilla at Sonic is different. It's soft and elastic in all the best ways. It reminds me of the superb, stretchy tortilla that holds back the tidal wave of ingredients inside a Chipotle burrito. Just biting into the Cheesy Baja Crispy Tender Wrap -- this also wins the award for a name that doubles as a mouthful of marketing adjectives -- is a pleasure all its own. Its chewiness lights up your brain even before you hit the cache of fillings, the highlight of which is a "Baja sauce" that enrobes the tender concealed in this cleverly crafted, surprisingly cheap wrap.
($1.99.) Per wrap: Calories: 280; Total Fat: 13 g; Saturated Fat: 4 g; Carbohydrates: 28 g; Sodium: 730 mg; Cholesterol: 30 mg; Protein: 12 g; Dietary Fiber: 2 g; Sugar: 1 g.
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Food
Cooking chat: Should I add salt to pasta water before or after it boils?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-07-23
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
	

	

	


Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Food
Dining chat: Help! I'm routinely seated at bad tables
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.

(The Washington Post)


By Tom Sietsema | 2025-07-23
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Dinner in Minutes
A parmesan crust gives this tomato grilled cheese a flavor boost
For a better grilled cheese, add a crisp cheese crust.

Parmesan-Crusted Grilled Cheese With Tomato. (Photo by Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson | 2025-07-23
Even in its most basic form -- white sandwich bread and a slice or two of American cheese -- the grilled cheese is a thing of wonder. Similarly, the Southern tomato sandwich is a beloved summer staple with fans not only from the region but all over the country. So why not combine the two icons to create something even greater than the sum of its parts? That's the thinking behind this parmesan-crusted grilled cheese sandwich with tomato.
Get the recipe: Parmesan-Crusted Grilled Cheese With Tomato
It's got the best of both worlds: Gooey cheese and juicy tomatoes encased in buttery, toasty bread form a textural wonderland. Plus, cheese and tomatoes are a dynamic flavor duo. The Italians are widely known for pairing the two in pizza, caprese, baked ziti and any number of the red sauce pastas with cheese. I can never forget the Tik Tok-famous baked feta pasta. And then there's the classic soup and sandwich combo: tomato soup and grilled cheese. The pairing works so well because the acidity of the tomatoes balances the richness of the cheese, and both are packed with umami.

Gooey cheese and juicy tomatoes encased in buttery, toasty bread form a textural wonderland. (Photo by Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


You could simply slip a slice or two of tomato into your standard grilled cheese and be a very happy camper. (Just don't forget to season the produce with a sprinkle of salt and pepper.) But what takes this combo to the next level is the salty, savory parmesan crust on the outside of the bread. It's a quick way to add extra flavor and fun to this -- or any -- sandwich.
If we're being honest, crispy is the best form of cheese. Think of the edge of the lasagna pan, or when you're making a quesadilla and some of the cheese crisps up as it makes direct contact with the skillet. With any sandwich -- even a basic turkey or a diner-style club -- this one extra step is worth it for the amazing crunch factor. (Other easy ways to elevate a sandwich include layering in potato chips for added crunch or sliced fruit for a sweet surprise.)
During the summer, and this one in particular, I want to lean into simple meals that are full of flavor. Doing so means less time in the kitchen and more time outdoors connecting with family and friends. This melty sandwich delivers not only on that front, but it also brings a bit of joy to the table. I dare you not to have a smile on your face after taking a bite of this grilled cheese and tomato sandwich.
Get the recipe: Parmesan-Crusted Grilled Cheese With Tomato
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Going Out Guide
The 34 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Experience live music at the National Arboretum or at a festival on the National Mall, and celebrate Christmas in July with themed drinks and ugly sweaters.

(Friends of the National Arboretum)


By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2025-07-24
It's beginning to look at lot like Christmas at certain bars this weekend, because the best way to fight off soul-crushing heat and humidity is apparently to don an ugly sweater, sit next to a Christmas tree and pretend it's the middle of winter. If you would  rather embrace summer, there are outdoor movies and an after-hours concert at the National Arboretum. Festivals abound Saturday, including the DMV Made Festival on the National Mall, and This Could Go Boom!, a music and arts festival centered at Bladensburg Waterfront Park with satellite stages at five bars and taprooms across Hyattsville. Peruvian Independence Day is being celebrated with a family-friendly fiesta, a culinary tour at an award-winning restaurant, and a dance party with live music in Clarendon. Elsewhere, you can try to learn what your dog is really thinking, explore historic alley communities, or experience music and theater at Olney  Theatre Center's annual open house.
Christmas in July at Last Call
Union Market's divey Last Call is getting in the holiday spirit with sparkling snowflakes overhead and tinsel and baubles on the walls, plus themed cocktails like the tiki-ish Rum Rum Rudolph, and the always pleasing combo of gin and cranberry in the Tinsel and Tonic. Don't miss themed Jell-O shots, either. Thursday brings an ugly holiday sweater or T-shirt contest, complete with DIY bedazzling station, from 4 to 8 p.m., with the three ugliest garments winning prizes. All cocktails are half-price Friday from noon to 7 p.m. during the "Christmas Day" Ho-Ho-Ho Happy Hour. Thursday and Friday. Free.
CMJ After Sunset: Pride Party at the Capital Jewish Museum
This evening exploration of the Capital Jewish Museum's exhibition, "LGBTJews in the Federal City" was to be held during WorldPride, but it was postponed after two Israeli Embassy staff members  were fatally shot while leaving an event at the museum in May. The event's program remains largely the same: Learn about the history of Jewish LGBTQ+ residents of Washington through curator talks; watch performances by seven drag artists, including Chapp L'Moan and Onyx D. Pearl; get to crafting and bedazzling; and sip lavender gin and tonics and other cocktails. 6 to 9 p.m. $15-$25.
Films in the Field: 'The Goonies' at Mitchell Park
Mitchell Park is a gem of Kalorama, a playground and dog-walking space nestled among the embassies and mansions near the Spanish Steps. During the summer, it's home to a monthly outdoor film series, which features "The Goonies" this week. Free popcorn is provided while it lasts. Bring a picnic, or make it a date night by meeting up for pre-movie snacks at Bistrot du Coin or Teaism, and continuing the evening with post-screening cocktails at McClellan's Retreat, or fun and games at the Board Room. Film begins at dusk. Free.
Cultivating Connections: Women's Voices in Wine at A. Kitchen+Bar
Five women, including Sarah Bryant Walsh, the owner of Purcellville's Walsh Family Wine, and sommeliers Nadine Brown and Vanessa Cominsky, join moderator Anna Spiegel of Axios at A. Kitchen+Bar in Foggy Bottom for a discussion of their experiences, and challenges and changes facing women, in the world of wine. Tickets include a glass of wine and light snacks. 6 to 8:30 p.m. $20.
'Shark Week' Happy Hour at the Bottom Line
If you can't get enough "Shark Week" content, the Bottom Line is the place to go after work -- and not just for $4 beers and $5 rail drinks from 4 to 8 p.m. This week, the 45-year-old basement bar near Farragut Square is tuning its TVs to the Discovery Channel so you can separate fact from movie fiction during shows like "Surviving Jaws" (8 p.m.) or the bizarre-sounding "Frankenshark" (10 p.m.). Specials include $7 Shark Bite shots. 8 p.m. Free.
Music in the Meadow at the U.S. National Arboretum
The National Arboretum stays open until 8 p.m. every day through August, allowing visitors to explore the grounds after their 9-to-5 grind. An especially fun opportunity to visit is during the Friends of the National Arboretum's Music in the Meadow concert series, when picnickers can listen to a free evening concert in the Ellipse Meadow amid the photogenic National Capitol Columns. The first concert features Buck Forty Nine playing everything from classic country to rock and blues. If you forget to pack a picnic, you can pick up dinner at the Timber Pizza and Catalyst Hot Dogs food trucks, or dessert from Frosty Softy. 6 to 8 p.m. Free; suggested donation of $15. Registration requested.
Christmas in July at Whitlow's
Whitlow's on U Street is marking five months until Christmas on Friday, with a guest appearance by Santa, Christmas trees for your photo ops, a "best Christmas outfit" contest, and a menu with festive frozen drinks. DJ Davy Jones kicks off the party after happy hour. 8 p.m. to midnight. Free.
Christmas in July at Black Flag Brewing
For some bars, "Christmas drinks" mean fizzy cocktails or mulled wine. At Black Flag Brewing's Christmas in July weekend, the taproom in Columbia is unveiling boozy, 13-percent-alcohol Russian Imperial Stouts aged in bourbon barrels for notes of vanilla and chocolate, or given a seasonal twist of orange peel. Four barrel-aged stouts will be available throughout the weekend, along with holiday card-worthy pet portraits and an ugly Christmas sweater contest on Saturday afternoon. Through Sunday. Free admission.
Sugar Bear's Birthday Bash at Bethesda Theater
Gregory "Sugar Bear" Elliott's distinctive nasal growl was the introduction to go-go for many people outside the D.C. area, thanks to E.U.'s 1988 breakout hit "Da Butt." But Elliott and E.U., more than the one-hit wonder that some people would have you believe, were making Washingtonians shake their thangs a decade before appearing in Spike Lee's "School Daze," and they continue to gig regularly at festivals and clubs around the area. Elliott celebrates his birthday -- "my actual birthday" the fliers say -- with two nights at the Bethesda Theater. Friday also features Push Play with former Rare Essence front man Donnell Floyd, while Vybe Band opens proceedings on Saturday. Friday at 8:30 p.m., $40. Saturday at 8 p.m., $30-$40.
Peruvian Independence Day at Mor
Pisco cocktails, including Pisco sours and chilcanos, fuel the rooftop party at Mor in Adams Morgan this weekend, as a two-day Peruvian Independence Day features DJs spinning "tropical vibes." Empanadas, snacks and nonalcoholic drinks are on the menu. 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. Free.
Brew Republic's Closing Weekend
In June, Woodbridge's Brew Republic craft brewery announced its nine-year run was coming to an end, due to conflicts with its landlord. The final weekend has arrived, but there's still beer to be had, and a party to celebrate. Friday features karaoke, beginning at 8 p.m. Classic-rock cover band Mixed Greens plays from 7 to 10 p.m. Saturday, and guitarist Nick Coons plays from 3 to 6 p.m. Sunday. Look for drink specials all weekend. Through Sunday. Admission is free, but the brewery is selling gift vouchers -- for example, $81.88 for $100 worth of beer, food and merchandise.
Kids World at Franklin Park
If kids ruled the world, it might be filled with giant coloring pages, free cotton candy and 20-foot-tall teddy bears. Families will find all this and more at the third annual Kids World, the city's only event designed exclusively for youngsters and their families. The two-day extravaganza in downtown's Franklin Park includes musical performances, double Dutch jump-rope clinics, story time with character meet-and-greets, and immersive exhibits like a garden filled with thousands of bubbles. New features this year include baby yoga sessions, a book bike from the D.C. Public Library, a giant gumball machine and a "grand safari" with real reptiles. Saturday and Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. Free.
DMV Made Festival on the National Mall
This community-focused festival on the National Mall doesn't fit neatly in a box, bringing together yogis, marching band members, poets and financial planners to lift up everyone in the neighborhood. The second DMV Made Festival, organized by local nonprofit Words Beats and Life, takes place near the National Museum of African American History and Culture, featuring a stacked musical lineup of local artists like E.U. featuring Sugar Bear, Kamauu, Navasha Daya, Black Folks Don't Swim? and Oh He Dead. Look for a sports zone; a family fun zone with games for all ages; a pavilion with poets and storytellers, and stages dedicated to dance performances, DJs, and young artists. Find hands-on DJing, graffiti or African drumming workshops in the Arts and Culture Pavilion, relax and take care of yourself in the Wellness Pavilion, or watch muralists to create art before your eyes. Noon to 7 p.m. Free.
This Could Go Boom Festival at Bladensburg Waterfront Park
After years of supporting gender-diverse artists through concerts, showcases and a record label, This Could Go Boom! is now a full-fledged music festival. Speedy Ortiz, Crys Matthews and River Shook are among the 11 bands(!) performing on the main stage, while the park is home to more than 20 vendors and community organizations; food trucks; family activities like face painting and coloring; and a small second stage. There are kayak and canoe rentals, as well as a playground. But the fun doesn't stop at the Anacostia River's edge: Five locations around Hyattsville, including Streetcar 82 Brewing, Maryland Meadworks, and Sangfroid Distilling are hosting satellite stages with 19  artists and bands. The night before the festival, there will be  a return of Mothertongue, the long-running women's spoken-word night once held at the Black Cat, but revived at Joe's Movement Emporium in Mount Rainier.  11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; park stages close at 6:40 p.m. Free.
Postal Party at the National Postal Museum
Almost a year before it approved the Declaration of Independence, the Second Continental Congress named Benjamin Franklin to the post of postmaster general and authorized the creation of what is now the  U.S. Post Office. Hear about the creation of the Postal Service from Franklin -- well, an actor portraying Franklin -- at the National Postal Museum's Postal Party family festival, which falls on the 250th anniversary of the post office. There are activities across the museum, including delivering mail, creating postal-themed art and a scavenger hunt in the galleries, plus a pair of story times. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
DC Alley Fest in Blagden Alley and Naylor Court
The alley communities of Blagden Alley began as humble dwellings and, eventually, cramped and unsanitary houses mixed with stables. These days, the historic buildings are more likely to be home to upscale restaurants and bars, with walls covered in murals and mosaics. The second annual DC Alley Fest is a chance to explore these somewhat-hidden worlds, with food and drink specials from Tiger Fork, Calico, Causa, Death and Co., and other alley restaurants; zones for painting and chalk murals; a pop-up pickleball court; DJs spinning at multiple locations; and open houses at businesses and galleries. A full schedule is available on the Alley Living Together website. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Christmas in July at the Roost
The Roost holds a family-friendly party on Saturday morning, featuring a "gingerbread surf village" and a chance to decorate your own gingerbread designs -- plus a visit from Santa. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free.
The Brains Behind the Bark at the National Academy of Sciences
If you've owned or loved a dog, at some point, you've probably been sure you know what's going on in their sweet, furry little head. Yet ... can you ever be sure what they're thinking? An afternoon with scientists at the National Academy of Sciences delves into "cutting-edge canine cognition research" --  looking at how service dogs anticipate human needs, and how search-and-rescue dogs learn to approach complex scenarios -- to figure out how canine brains work. Beyond demonstrations, there will also be a chance to meet and cuddle with volunteer therapy dogs. 1 to 3 p.m. $15.
Sea Legs Natural Wine Party at Catboat
The owners of Catboat have had smashing success with their bottomless natural-wine tastings at Sonny's Pizza in Park View, and on a smaller scale at Bar Americano on the National Mall. Now they're bringing the party to Catboat, at the Washington Sailing Marina in Alexandria. Tickets include pours of natural wines from a variety of producers, as well as unlimited pizza and charcuterie, located next to the water instead of in Sonny's urban backyard, which some might call an upgrade. Noon to 4 p.m. $81.88-$87.21.
Cocktails and Conversation with Michael W. Twitty at the Folger Shakespeare Library
Award-winning culinary historian Michael W. Twitty, who examined the use and importance of rice in the African diaspora and the American South in his 2021 cookbook "Rice," joins the Folger Shakespeare Library's Cocktails and Conversation series to discuss the history of rice cultivation, and "the enduring connection between foodways and culture." 7 p.m. $25.
Peruvian Independence Day at La Cosecha
The Lanzone brothers -- the founders of the Peruvian Brothers food truck and restaurants -- hail from Lima, and they're bringing celebrations of Peru's Independence Day to La Cosecha, the Latin American market near Union Market in NoMa. The family-friendly party includes a workshop with the box-shaped cajon drum for kids at 2 p.m.; live Peruvian music and dancing from 4 to 7 p.m.; and a pisco sour toast at 6. 2 to 7 p.m. Free.
Kylie Julylie at Trade
Since 2009, DJ Majr has hosted dance parties dedicated to Kylie Minogue, Australia's Princess of Pop. Get ready to spend four hours dancing to hits and remixes from across her long and stellar career. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Loom'n Luncheon at Appioo
Appioo African Bar & Grill is putting a real twist on a typical lunch with friends. Instead of sitting around and stuffing your face with Appioo's famous Jollof Rice and ending your day there, the fun is extended with Kente Cloth weaving lessons. The Kente Cloth, a handmade textile typically made of silk and cotton that has come to be a symbol of cultural pride, is a pinnacle piece of West African culture. Award-winning weaver Kwasi Asare leads a workshop on all things Kente after inviting guests to indulge in dynamic cuisine and culture. On Saturday in Shaw, you certainly won't leave empty-handed or with an empty stomach. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. $71.21. 
Vinyl Fair + Swap Pop-Up at Sost Cafe
Across the street from Appioo sits Sost Cafe, and this weekend its  hybrid-cafe (cafe during the day, cocktails at night) will open up for a day of vinyl swapping and shopping. Sost's  resto-lounge, also known as its  Vinyl Room, is decorated with bright orange walls and dim lighting, perfect for a memorable music experience. Two local vinyl vendors, Home Rule Records, a Black-owned independent record store, and Tiny Vinyl Shop, home to any and all music, will be in attendance, waiting to share their treasure trove. At Sost on Saturday, the vibes will be: Leave a vinyl, take a vinyl. 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
Beats, Bites and Brews in John Carlyle Square Park
A grassy park near Old Town's King Street Metro station transforms into a quintessential summer block party during Beats, Bites and Brews, complete with live music, shopping and refreshments. Bring a picnic blanket and hang out during an all-day concert, while food vendors set up shop next to a beer garden and a marketplace filled with arts, crafts and one-of-a-kind pieces for your wardrobe. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
Gordon Sterling and the People at Pearl Street Warehouse
Founded during the dual pandemics of 2020, Gordon Sterling and the People offers a soulful take on rock that leaves room for bluesy jam sessions, Family Stone-esque polemics ("Amerikkka the Critical") and wah-wah-powered grooves. Sterling and company will mark the release of debut album "One Crow Shy of a Murder" at this gig at the Wharf. 8 p.m. $20.40-45.20.
Olney Outdoor Summerfest at Olney Theatre Center
From backstage tours to dance performances, Olney Theatre Center welcomes the public for a full day of free activities during its annual Summerfest, which takes place across its campus -- on outdoor stages as well as inside the main theater building. The Root Family Stage features music and dance groups like Meki's Tamure Polynesian Arts Group and Lila Cooper's Joyful Summer Songs cabaret. The Actor's Hall brings puppetry and musical theater dance workshops and crafting for kids. A cappella groups take turns singing in the theater's Cafritz Lobby. The grounds host lawn games, activities like sidewalk chalking, and a marketplace with more than two dozen local vendors, artists, food trucks and Lone Oak Brewing. Theater lovers will appreciate "Behind the Curtain," with Olney Artistic Director Jason Loewith taking visitors behind the scenes of the evolution of a stage production, complete with a guided tour. The day ends with an "ExDragvaganza" drag performance, which is currently sold out, but Olney says more tickets may become available. 1 to 6 p.m. Free.
Taco 'Bout a Comeback! Fundraiser for Chicatana at Dauphine's
During this day of giving at Dauphine's, a world of handcrafted food, music and passion will cook up the funds to support the Chicatana team's restaurant rebirth. Late last month, the beloved restaurant endured severe fire damage to its  kitchen. As The Post's Paul Kiefer reported, the main loss was  its famous dried chicatana ants, used  for flavor in its  dishes. On Sunday, all-you-can-eat food from both Dauphine's and Chicatana is served while DJ Harry Hotter spins. All proceeds go  to rebuilding Chicatana's kitchen -- and bringing back its  iconic al pastor tacos. 4 to 7 p.m. $68.15.
Peruvian Independence Day at Amazonia
Chef Carlos Delgado was D.C.'s big winner at this year's James Beard Awards, walking away with the Best Chef: Mid-Atlantic prize for his work at Amazonia and Causa in Blagden Alley. "Nobody in this country is cooking Peruvian at this level, with as much dedication and craftsmanship, as Delgado," Tom Sietsema raved in 2023, giving Amazonia and Causa  the top spot in his Spring Dining Guide. To celebrate Peruvian Independence Day, the restaurant and bar are offering an "immersive culinary journey" through the country -- and the two-level space -- with a three-hour walk-through, with food and drinks, live music and "even a special omakase style experience." Reservations begin at noon, 2 p.m., 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. $128; $40 for children under 14.
Christmas in July at Pizzeria Paradiso
In Hyattsville on Sunday, Pizzeria Paradiso is building a tree out of pizza boxes, and setting the scene by frosting up the windows, adding twinkling lights and fake "snow," and serving frozen hot chocolate and mulled wine alongside holiday beers. Kids can create their own holiday art to put on the fridge a few months early. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Premo Rice at the Howard Theatre
Prince George's County rapper-producer Premo Rice dropped his latest statement of purpose in May, a 30-minute offering brimming with soulful wood grain grippers that burnish his cred that he is -- as the title insists -- a "Bad Muhf---a." 8 p.m. $39.32.
National Air and Space Museum galleries reopening
The Spirit of St. Louis and a moon rock collected by astronauts on the Apollo 17 mission are among the historic flight artifacts that visitors will once again be able to see when the Smithsonian's National Air and Space Museum's newly renovated galleries open to the public. This is part of the museum's massive, multiyear renovation project, which began in 2018 and continues into 2026. This round of renovation unveils five new exhibitions, including the Boeing Milestones of Flight Hall, which features iconic artifacts like Friendship 7, the space capsule in which John Glenn first orbited the Earth, and the Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight, which includes Charles Lindbergh's Spirit of St. Louis and Amelia Earhart's Lockheed 5B Vega. Outside of aircraft, the reopening brings the return of the Lockheed Martin Imax Theater and a redesigned entrance for the museum along the National Mall on Jefferson Drive. Free timed-entry passes are available to book online, and you'll one to see both the new galleries, as well as the eight that reopened in 2022. Open daily from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Free; reserve advance passes online.
Fiestas Patrias at the Renegade
The Renegade hosts salsa nights with dance lessons and DJs most Monday nights, but in honor of Peruvian Independence Day, the Clarendon nightspot is bringing in Hermanos Galvan & Orquesta, who play Afro-Peruvian music, as well as salsa, merengue and other styles. Come early for the dance classes, which begin at 8 p.m., before the band goes on  at 9. DJ Hercules keeps the dance floor moving between sets. 8 p.m. $10.
Bridge District Celestial Festival
The Delta Aquariids meteor shower -- an eye-catching visible celestial event  worth watching -- peaks at the end of July. Luckily, there's a scenic rooftop venue at Bridge District, right next to the Anacostia River, where you can stargaze for yourself. Cosmic-themed mocktails (and beer and wine) will be at your disposal as you ring in the annual meteor shower. Even if it's your first time stargazing, you can join a group of experts to gossip about what the cosmos holds for you. 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Free.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/07/24/best-things-to-do-dc-events/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Movies
Love and insecurity are the ties that bind in 'Oh, Hi!'
Molly Gordon and Logan Lerman star in a relationship movie that goes comically awry.

Molly Gordon as Iris and Logan Lerman as Isaac in 'Oh, Hi!' (Sony Pictures Classics)


By Ty Burr | 2025-07-24
It's tough to review "Oh, Hi!" without giving away a major plot twist that comes early in the movie, but, so help me, I'm going to try. A suspense comedy as breezy and noncommittal as its title, this sophomore feature from writer-director Sophie Brooks is a deceptively low-fi affair, but it keeps a cheeky premise going for longer than it has any right to. Not that I can tell you what that premise is.
The movie also has Molly Gordon as one half of the romantic twosome at the start, and that's a good thing. Gordon you know from incisive character turns in movies such as "Booksmart" and "Shiva Baby," but mostly you know her as Carmy's on-again/off-again/on-again(?) girlfriend Claire on "The Bear." She co-wrote the story from which Brooks wrote the script for "Oh, Hi!" and has given herself a honey of a role as a woman whose romantic neediness has driven her to the very edge of crazy.
That sounds like we're headed into a horror movie, but "Oh, Hi!" is a comedy, if an uneasy and sometimes pleasurably goofy one. Gordon plays Iris, a late-twentysomething who's spending a romantic weekend in Upstate New York with her new boyfriend, Isaac (Logan Lerman, "The Perks of Being a Wallflower" TV's "Hunters"). It's the first away-time for this couple, and for Iris it's the official seal on a relationship she has every reason to believe might be the Big One. The rental property is gorgeous, the sex is great, everything's looking good until ... but I can say no more.
No, someone does not die, but I will note that a closet full of S&M gear plays a role, and that "Oh, Hi!" pivots gracefully from romantic-comedy to nutjob suspense before settling into a borderline absurdist farce that purrs along nicely. I will further note that Lerman's character makes certain choices that had a fellow moviegoer (okay, my wife) repeatedly calling him "50 Shades of Stupid" -- not exactly a compliment but not exactly an insult, either.
Brooks, making her first feature since 2017's "The Boy Downstairs," juggles this mix of tones with confidence, and just when it feels as if "Oh, Hi!" is stalling, she brings in Iris's best friend Max (a splendidly deadpan Geraldine Viswanathan) and Max's boyfriend, Kenny (John Reynolds), who react to what's essentially a criminal situation with not-at-all-helpful advice. In its offhanded way, the film is a master class in how to keep a one-joke concept from flagging over 90 minutes: Hire talented players -- Reynolds is especially funny as a conciliatory bro to poor Isaac -- and throw regular curveballs to goose the energy. Extra points for the deployment of what can only be called Chekhov's ball-gag.

Geraldine Viswanathan and John Reynolds play Max and Kenny. (Sony Pictures Classics)



David Cross as a persnickety neighbor who deserves more screen time. (Sony Pictures Classics)


"Oh, Hi!" makes an interesting comparison with "Bad Shabbos," another independent comedy opening in the area this week. Both involve average people contending with non-average situations that might in real life result in jail time; both are set in one location (a New York apartment in "Bad Shabbos," a house in the middle of nowhere in "Oh, Hi!"); and both require more suspension of disbelief -- perhaps too much -- than movies usually ask of viewers. But "Oh, Hi!" mostly works whereas "Bad Shabbos" often doesn't, and the difference is a central character whose emotional state, no matter how outrageous her actions, seems relatable and real.
I do wish Brooks had done more with David Cross as a persnickety neighbor, and you'll find the ending of "Oh, Hi!" either charming or completely ridiculous, but the movie, in the end, rests on Gordon's ability to make a desperately insecure woman seem simultaneously logical and clinically insane. The actress just about pulls it off, finding an intriguing niche between comedy and something darker that Iris, the film and its maker aren't quite ready to contemplate. Maybe next movie. We'll be watching.
R. At area theaters. Sexual content/some nudity, and language. 94 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Movies
The secret to a great golf movie
As "Happy Gilmore" unleashes a streaming sequel, a veteran sports reporter scores the classics.

(James Yang/James Yang/for The Washington Post)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-07-24
In the opening moments of "Tin Cup," Rene Russo's Dr. Molly Griswold takes a lesson from driving range pro Roy McAvoy. After yet another duff, she snorts, "This is without a doubt the stupidest, silliest, most idiotic grotesquerie masquerading as a game that has ever been invented."
"Yes, ma'am," McAvoy, played by Kevin Costner, replies. "That's why I love it!"
Griswold and McAvoy provided an accidental synopsis of the golf movie: The stupider and sillier these films are, the more we love them. The forthcoming release of "Happy Gilmore 2," debuting Friday on Netflix, adds to the relatively slight canon of the golf movie, a subgenre whose scorecard shows birdies and bogeys alike.
Scripted treatment of golf is having a moment on screens big and small right now, including the successful launch of Apple TV's "Stick," which stars Owen Wilson as a washed-out, squandered-potential pro. The current moment might not equal 1996, when both "Happy Gilmore" and "Tin Cup" debuted in theaters. But since 2025 also marks the 45th anniversary of the release of "Caddyshack," this year is high on the leader board.
The appeal of the golf movie is obvious. The game presents decision points fit for a hero. Lay up or risk it all? It inherently parallels life: You must play the ball as it lies, the only shot that matters is the next one, etc. It is the ultimate insider sport, which makes it a ripe template for an underdog narrative -- the Cinderella story, out of nowhere, as a certain gopher-hunting greenskeeper might say.
The pitfalls are just as clear. The expanse of a golf course can be difficult to capture on film. The aesthetics of the game are not dynamic, particularly to a broad audience. Any attempt to mirror the game's lessons and plumb for deeper meaning can quickly bleed into cliched corniness.
What separates a great golf movie from a bad one? The safest play is to make a comedy. A good golf movie can revere the game. The best ones lampoon it.
Golf takes itself too seriously, which makes it ideal for sending up. "Caddyshack" contains almost no story, and yet it is a classic for how it uses golf as a template for memorable lines and constant jokes. The silliness of golf is inherent; it takes an outsider to see it. "If I dressed like that," Adam Sandler's Happy Gilmore says upon turning up at his first golf tournament, pointing to a spectator in plaid pants, "I'd have to kick my own ass."
Golf movies of all kinds are united by underdog protagonists. It is the ultimate insider's game, and so it makes sense that in golf movies the heroes are uniformly outsiders. Rannulph Junuh (Matt Damon) of "The Legend of Bagger Vance" is a broken man, Happy Gilmore is a wannabe hockey player with no prospects, and "Caddyshack's" Al Czervik (Rodney Dangerfield) just wants to party.
Women in golf movies are rarely allowed inside the ropes, existing as inspirational love interests cheering from the sidelines, often shirking the ethical imperatives of their nonplaying jobs to support their player. A PGA public relations executive falls for tour member Gilmore. McAvoy sleeps with his therapist. That may be art's way of imitating a real-life golf culture that has routinely presented women an appallingly obstructive barrier for entry.
Nothing, though, can be as perfect as McAvoy's well-struck golf shot.
Here's a hole-by-hole breakdown of golf's most significant movies, divots and all.
Shelton's romantic comedy shows how much authenticity matters. The right details allow the audience -- particularly a golf-savvy audience -- to forgive the most unrealistic plot twists.
As Costner's Roy McAvoy snaps clubs over his knees to prove a self-destructive point to caddie/best friend Romeo (Cheech Marin), his recollected bad shots are "shanked," "hooked," "skulled" and "chili-dipped." He tells Romeo, "you're the Mexican Mac O'Grady," an if-you-know-you-know nod to the golf-famous swing guru. At the U.S. Open driving range they happen upon Lee Janzen and Billy Mayfair, two perfectly indiscriminate mid-1990s Tour denizens. When Roy takes the bet to smack a ball through a bar window, he decides he must hit a "hooded" 4-iron. The screenplay (by Shelton and John Norville) talks the talk better than any golf movie, if not sports movie.
All those details allow the final scene to land, no matter how preposterous. No golfer is going to smack two sleeves of balls into a pond on the final hole of the U.S. Open. But the golf details are so grounded that it delivers.
There are some well-done golf nuggets. Actor Joel Gretsch nails the languid arc of Bobby Jones's swing. Bagger Vance (Will Smith) gives a well-informed soliloquy about grain on putting greens.
The impressive golf parts, though, are undermined by almost everything else. The movie wallows in tedious, overdone Southern affectation without the slightest attempt to reckon with the racism of 1920s Georgia. The movie dawdles on its way to the golf match, and once it arrives the golf scenes are slow and dull.
The golf never feels like it really matters. Aside from a few facile aphorisms ("I always felt a man's grip on this club was just like a man's grip on this world"), golf is used only as a means to the self-discovery of broken war veteran Rannulph Junuh (Damon). The movie never explores what made him great at golf, why it mattered to him or why it uniquely can save him. Rannulph could have been a fly fisherman or a painter and the movie wouldn't be all that different.
The movie gains interest when seen through a lens the filmmakers may or may not have intended: Bagger Vance isn't real, not even as an angel or ghost or some other form of apparition. He exists only in Rannulph's head, a blend of his former self, inner self and conscience. Bagger shows up only when Rannulph starts hitting balls again. He says Rannulph's shoes are "just about my size."
The only people who interact with Bagger knew him before the war, except Hardy Greaves (J. Michael Moncrief), who idolizes and knows everything about him. After Rannulph finds his ball in the woods during his final-round collapse, Bagger reminds him, "I'm right here with you. I've been here all along." When Rannulph's ball moves in front of the group and he prepares to call a penalty on himself, Hardy tells him, "Only you and me seen it." But Rannulph takes the penalty anyway and that's when Bagger quits -- the moment we know that Rannulph has shed his former self.
But, anyway, this is not a good golf movie.
If it's possible to say this as a compliment, "The Greatest Game Ever Played" is sepia-toned sports movie schmaltz. The story of local amateur Francis Ouimet (Shia LaBeouf) and English professional Harry Vardon (Stephen Dillane) at the 1913 U.S. Open delivers exactly what you would expect even it hadn't been based on a true story. Like a mishit drive into the second cut, it's not gonna hurt ya.
When done right, as it is here, the drama of golf translates to film. Tension builds before every shot, gets released with each swing and then builds again. There are no surprises, but the final match really delivers what the title promises.
The plot of Mark Frost's screenplay (adapting his 2002 book) mildly subverts insider-vs.-outsider convention. Vardon is an infiltrator, too, evicted from his childhood stone hut on the Isle of Jersey by businessmen who want the land for a golf course. The "gentlemen" in top hats haunt him into the present day and feed self-doubt that causes his hands to shake on the greens. The villain instead is the wealthy newspaper owner who thinks he can ride Vardon's victory to a place in England's cabinet.
There's no reason "Caddyshack" should succeed. There is no plot to speak of. The characters don't develop. Each chunk of dialogue seems to belong to a different movie. And yet it is a classic, quoted daily on every driving range and practice range in America.
"Caddyshack" proves the utility of golf as a canvas for comedy. The outlandishness of Dangerfield's Al Czervik, bemusement of Ty Webb (Chevy Chase) and absurdity of Carl Spackler (Bill Murray) somehow work together because they all are contrasted against the same thing. The movie, written by Ramis, Brian Doyle-Murray and Douglas Kenney, uses Bushwood Country Club as a sandbox for oddballs and outcasts to play in, with Judge Smails (Ted Knight) the perfect embodiment of deluded refinement.
The undercurrent of rebellion comes through because of what golf represents, and it ties all the loose ends together. And good lord is "Caddyshack" still funny 45 years later.
"Happy Gilmore" is the best golf movie ever made.
It is sweet and screwball and delivers the climactic triumph any sports movie promises. The pacing is perfect: Fifteen minutes in, the title character has broken up with his girlfriend, learned his grandma has had her house seized and met his guru Chubbs (Carl Weathers), and Shooter McGavin (Christopher McDonald) is rolling into the Waterbury Open asking Virginia Venit (Julie Bowen) for a Pepsi. ("Oh, and Miss? Diet.")
Happy's complete ignorance of golf's customs allows the movie to mine them all for jokes. He shows up in a Bruins jersey and tackles his caddie when he thinks he's stealing his clubs. His homeless caddie picks up the quarter another player used as a ball marker. He collects oversize winner's checks for down-the-board finishes. He constantly engages in what Verne Lundquist would call "amazingly bizarre behavior."
"Happy Gilmore" manages to break the rules that "Tin Cup" follows so well. The 18th hole of the Tour Championship is a par 3? Come on. But the movie pulls it off and surpasses even "Caddyshack" for quotability.
"Now your back's gonna hurt, because you just pulled landscaping duty."
"Yeah, how'd he finish again? Dead last? Yeah, he had a good day though."
"Quite large and economically diverse crowd here at the Michelob Invitational."
There's reason to worry about "Happy Gilmore 2." The trailers are overstuffed with cameos and physical comedy. They didn't release screeners for critics. Then again, it's hard to see Sandler back in that Bruins jersey and not think of the words of Gary Potter, Kevin Nealon's spacey tour pro in the original: "I feel a lot of solid energy coming out of you. Good positive aura. Great. Great. It's all great."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/2025/07/24/happy-gilmore-golf-movie-great/
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

Exhibitions on view at the National Portrait Gallery include "Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell" and "From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years." (Valerie Plesch/For The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-07-23
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Four exhibitions are on view through Aug. 10: "David A. Douglas: Intersections," "Soaring (Narsha)," "The Teen Experience" and "Anarchy Loosed Upon the World: Vintage Photographs of the War in Vietnam." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through August. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through December. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY "How to Be a Power Player: Tudor Edition," through Aug. 10. More than 60 objects from the Folger collection exemplify social climbing in Tudor England. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Jan. 3, 2027. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM "Bond in Motion," through Sept. 1. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
*IRENE AND RICHARD FRARY GALLERY "Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore," though Sept. 6. Johns Hopkins's D.C. campus displays the work of more than a dozen Baltimore artists. 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. washingtondc.jhu.edu
KREEGER MUSEUM "Water in the Gas," through Aug. 23. Spanning 1934 to 1965, a selection of works from the museum's collection reflects themes of citizenship, censorship, industry, labor and sovereignty. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON "Portals," through Sept. 7. Paintings, sculptures and installations investigate the myriad ways in which a portal can be defined, from a physical passage to a mystical gateway.
"Olivia Tripp Morrow: (Un)tethered," through Sept. 7. The museum's resident artist uses embroidery, fiber-based installations and sculptural works to reflect on her experience caring for her mother during a brief battle with cancer. 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM Five galleries open Monday amid the museum's ongoing renovations: "Aerospace and Our Changing Environment," "Futures in Space," "Boeing Milestones of Flight," "Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight" and "World War I: The Birth of Military Aviation." Sixth Street and Independence Avenue SW. airandspace.si.edu
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee.
"Road to Revolution," through Aug. 6, 2026. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Oct. 5. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter 2026. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August 2026. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 3. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Body Transformed: Contemporary South Asian Photographs and Prints," through Aug. 17. A selection of works focused on the human form from the likes of Krishna Reddy, Chitra Ganesh and Jyoti Bhatt.
"Delighting Krishna: Paintings of the Child-God," through Aug. 24. For the first time since the 1970s, 14 pichwais -- paintings of Krishna on cotton cloth -- are on view.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26, 2026. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Uncanny," through Aug. 10. A variety of artworks connected by themes of surreal imaginings, unsafe spaces and the uncanny valley.
"A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," through Sept. 28. More than 40 objects document the Women's Studio Workshop's history as a champion of book arts for marginalized communities.
"Guerrilla Girls: Making Trouble," through Sept. 28. The Guerrilla Girls artist collective marks its 40th anniversary with a visual timeline of its works, which explore politics, environmental issues, pop culture and gender disparity in the arts.
"Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION "Essex Hemphill: Take Care of Your Blessings," through Aug. 31. A presentation of works from artists who knew the 20th-century poet and activist, as well as those inspired by him decades later.
"Vivian Browne: My Kind of Protest," through Sept. 28. An exhibition featuring paintings, prints and works on paper by Browne, a co-founder of the Black Emergency Cultural Coalition. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY "Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Shahzia Sikander: The Last Post," through July 12, 2026. A 10-minute video artwork examines the East India Company's imperialist presence in South Asia and China from the 1600s to the 1800s.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2, 2026. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Theater
Pamela Anderson. Amber Heard. Dancing on ice. All in one theater festival.
Provocateur Jeremy O. Harris kicks off his run as creative director of Williamstown Theatre Festival with a bold and buzzy marathon of live performance.

Amber Heard in "Spirit of the People." (Maria Baranova/Williamstown Theatre Festival)


By Naveen Kumar | 2025-07-23

Pamela Anderson, right, and the cast of "Camino Real." (Maria Baranova /Williamstown Theatre Festival)


WILLIAMSTOWN, MASS. -- A queer fantasia is underway in the Berkshires, where a premiere provocateur of American theater has been handed the keys to Williamstown Theatre Festival. Under the creative leadership of Jeremy O. Harris, the summer mainstay's 71st season features Pamela Anderson as an ex-courtesan haunted by "the specter of lunacy," figure skaters lip-synching to Donna Summer and a new show in which a gaggle of toxic gays "neocolonize" a Oaxacan nude beach.
For die-hards, all that and more can be experienced as a whirlwind three- or four-day binge during one of the festival's three consecutive long weekends, which conclude Aug. 3. (Choosing shows a la carte is also an option. I saw eight in 48 hours.) Spread across four venues -- two regular stages, a black box in a strip mall and an ice rink bordering a graveyard -- the concentrated programming is a weekender-friendly feast of risky and captivating multidisciplinary performance.
It's a big swing from a legacy institution that until recently appeared on the brink of collapse. A longtime magnet for top talent and incubator for New York productions, Williamstown has struggled to find a way forward since 2020, when operations shut down due to the pandemic, and an investigation by the Los Angeles Times revealed a history of troubling labor practices. As the nonprofit has endeavored to remake its creative and financial model, visits there in recent years have been characterized by half-staged works in half-empty theaters.
Not so on opening weekend of the reimagined festival, the first in a three-year term as creative director for Harris, the "Slave Play" author whose career includes screenwriting, producing, acting (in a recurring role on "Emily in Paris") and being Extremely Online. The world premiere of his new play stars Amber Heard, ushering in her self-described "theatre era." There are sufficient faces from young Hollywood among the casts -- such as Nicholas Alexander Chavez of "Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story," Whitney Peak of "Gossip Girl" and Tonatiuh of the upcoming Jennifer Lopez-starring "Kiss of the Spider Woman" -- that Vogue did a photo spread. Crowds flush with industry insiders spilled onto the main stage lawn between acts and perched elbow-to-elbow at area restaurants. A giddy hope for stamina accompanied the comparison of itineraries. (There are six different routes to seeing the core lineup, depending on how many days you have.)
Tennessee Williams is the season's curatorial inspiration, and the recurring themes are especially suited to midsummer heat: memory and existentialism, languor and confinement, horniness and forbidden desire. The vibes are loose-limbed and playful, irreverent toward convention but mindful of its place among the region's tony patrons. Three of the offerings are full-length plays, two by Williams -- the surreal and purgatorial "Camino Real" and the posthumously published prison drama "Not About Nightingales" -- and Harris's own boozy oddity steeped in Williamsian influence, "Spirit of the People."
That play's title, a reference to mescal and the modest means of its original distillers, characterizes the festival lineup as a whole: Significant barriers to entry notwithstanding (getting here isn't easy, and staying isn't cheap), there's a pervasive effort to ensure that everything presented can be at least understood by anyone living in present reality. (With the exception of "Camino Real," but more on that in a minute.) Harris's mission as both a playwright and producer to position theater as vibrant pop culture gives this season the buzzy air of a music or film festival.
"Spirit of the People" is an overfilled and sloshing glass raised in that direction. The story is one I happen to recognize, as a frequent visitor to the coastal hamlet of Zipolite, where a heartbroken Canadian woman (played by Heard) decamps to reinvent herself as the owner of a Mexican mescaleria. A group of American millennials (played by Brandon Flynn and two "Slave Play" alums, Ato Blankson-Wood and James Cusati-Moyer, among others) overstays their vacations, and Harris engages in anthropological study of their queerness (image obsession, compulsive mating, drugs, etc.) while mining the impacts of Western tourism on the land and its people.

Brandon Flynn in "Spirit of the People." (Maria Baranova/Williamstown Theatre Festival)


Where "Slave Play" zeroed in on race and desire, here Harris broadens his lens to explore how power functions across borders by means of money and ignorant entitlement. The play, directed beautifully here by Katina Medina Mora, brims with compelling insights on contemporary anxieties (the dangers of AI, the sullying of social ideals under capitalism, etc.), but is also overrun with what we in the community call "gay mess" (petty rivalries, bed-hopping and the like) and with heavy-handed reveries about the symbolic significance of mescal. As with pours of straight liquor, moderation will be key to the play's future. (Like several shows on opening weekend, it ran significantly over the approximated run time, clocking in at over three hours.)
"Slave Play" director Robert O'Hara delivers "Not About Nightingales" as an erotic fever dream, in which the inmates of an Alcatraz-like island and their weasel-like warden (Chris Messina) are in heat. Written by Williams in 1938 and inspired by real events at a Pennsylvania prison, the play chronicles an uprising over wretched food in a brig that resembles a Berlin sex club.

Heard, center, and the cast of "Spirit of the People." (Maria Baranova/Williamstown Theatre Festival)


The raw animality of the staging emphasizes everyone's appetite for both survival and satisfaction. A triangle of desire develops between Messina's warden, his new secretary (Elizabeth Lail, of "You") and the Black prisoner (William Jackson Harper, of "The Good Place") he beats into submission before recruiting him to work in his office. O'Hara draws out the story's resonance not only with present mass incarceration but with the legacy of chattel slavery. It's a brutal production with a touch of Old Hollywood noir and the most affecting of the season's full-length dramas.
"Camino Real," in which a menagerie of characters (among them Don Quixote, Casanova and Lord Byron), rattle around a carceral town square, is the most remote. The staging from director Dustin Wills evokes a desert landscape by Dali and is equally beguiling to behold and confounding to interpret. Making sense of the play, a departure for Williams into modernist abstraction, may be beside the point -- the author defended its rife symbolism as "nothing more nor less than my conception of the time and the world I live in."

The cast of "Camino Real." (Maria Baranova/Williamstown Theatre Festival)


Funnily enough, of the sprawl of ensemble members, Anderson is the most engaging and accessible. She has no great facility with language or modulation, and a tendency to swallow words -- but her unaffected air is endearing and suited to absurdism. As the beleaguered and faded beauty Marguerite, she got the most laughs and a mid-show round of applause.
The fest's other happenings -- most of them in what's called the Annex, a hollowed-out Price Chopper outfitted into an elongated playing space -- benefit from their inclusion in a broader lineup that offers a wide berth for experimentation.
The most striking among them, "Vanessa," is a chamber opera about a doomed love triangle composed by Samuel Barber and Gian Carlo Menotti, themselves forbidden lovers when it premiered in 1958. (My colleague Michael Brodeur has the full review.) "Many Happy Returns," a dance piece from Monica Bill Barnes inspired by "Mrs. Dalloway," combines everyday musings addressed to the audience (by her collaborator Robbie Saenz de Viteri) with lighthearted movement she executes with wiry precision. In "The Things Around Us," musician and writer Ahamefule J. Oluo likewise delivers a shuffle of anecdotes that could be disparate pages torn from a memoir. They're combined with an astounding display of musicianship, in which he wails on the trumpet, controls soundboards with his feet, and creates a score by recording and looping playback in real time. In an after-midnight stand-up set, Julio Torres delivered an earnest plea for job mobility as Pigasaurus, the hog who eats food scraps on "The Flintstones."

Dan Donigan in "The Gig: After Moise and the World of Reason." (Maria Baranova/Williamstown Theatre Festival)


The extreme-sport nature of the marathon schedule reaches its pinnacle on ice, where a virtuosic company of five skaters (lithe, limber and queer-coded) perform interpretive, disco-scored dance inspired by the Williams novel tucked into the show's title, "The Gig: After Moise and the World of Reason." Viewers bundle up, park rinkside in folding chairs and don headphones through which Harris narrates the impressions of a struggling writer in 1970s Manhattan who dated a figure skater. Conceived by director Will Davis with ice choreographer Douglas Webster, the hour-long spectacle includes swooping, synchronous glides, passionate pas de deux and a handful of Olympic-style stunts.
The forms don't quite synthesize -- you could bag the voice-over and just enjoy the icy grooves -- but the daring is the point. Summer theater ought to be wild, a playground where soaring high and falling flat are both welcome results. Williamstown's reinvention is a thrilling testament to what's possible when artists are given license to let loose.
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Movies
Finally, the Fantastic Four get the movie they (and we) deserve
In 'The Fantastic Four: First Steps,' Marvel Studios does right by its founding superfamily.

Pedro Pascal as Reed Richards/Mister Fantastic in "The Fantastic Four: First Steps." (Jay Maidment/20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios) 


By Chris Klimek | 2025-07-23
Flame on! Buoyant, bracing and, most shocking of all, brief, "The Fantastic Four: First Steps" represents a quantum leap of ship-righting. Everything about this amiable adventure -- its space-age idiom, its sub-two-hour footprint, its emphasis on a literal nuclear family of heroes -- has been cannily calibrated to dispel the air of listlessness that's engulfed the Marvel Cinematic Universe in recent years.
The difficulties adapting the First Family of Marvel Comics go back further than that. Josh Trank's 2015 "Fantastic Four" flamed out despite the presence of Michael B. Jordan as Johnny "The Human Torch" Storm. Tim Story's 2005 "Fantastic Four" and its 2007 sequel both had Chris Evans playing that physiological hothead, but were too forgettable to disqualify him from suiting up as Captain America later. Most lurid of all was the early '90s "The Fantastic Four" (italics mine) -- rushed to completion by schlock auteur Roger Corman on an austerity budget of $1 million just so producer Bernd Eichinger could hang onto the rights.
Those prior iterations hail from a more innocent age of corporate hegemony, before the acquisition of both Marvel and Fox -- holder of the Fantastic Four and X-Men movie licenses -- by Disney, whose appetites rival those of the new film's major threat, the giant purple planet-eater Galactus. True to creators Stan Lee and Jack Kirby's crazypants vision, this deity's genocidal pig-out is preceded by a visit to our doomed planet from his emcee and enforcer, the Silver Surfer. (Julia Garner plays the surfer in "First Steps," and despite being coated in digital chrome, she conveys palpable melancholy.)

From left, Ebon Moss-Bachrach as Ben Grimm/the Thing, Vanessa Kirby as Sue Storm/Invisible Woman, Pedro Pascal as Reed Richards/Mister Fantastic and Joseph Quinn as Johnny Storm/Human Torch. (Jay Maidment/20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios) 


After opening in media res via a TV special celebrating the Fantastic Four's many victories, "First Steps" quickly puts the family in family film, with Vanessa Kirby's Sue Storm contemplating a home pregnancy test -- one of the more prosaic technological anachronisms in this alternate early 1960s, which also has flying cars and faster-than-light travel. "Nothing will change," says her spouse, Reed "Mr. Fantastic" Richards (the ubiquitous but still welcome Pedro Pascal), because even super-geniuses can be hella dumb. That's our movie: What to Expect When You're Expecting a Violet, Planet-Devouring God.
That Sue is in a family way doesn't stop her from blasting off with her family to negotiate with and/or defeat Galactus (voiced by Ralph Ineson), who demands a biblical tribute. Unwilling to pay up, the Fantastic Four get to work on Plan B, which involves uniting every government on Earth in a coordinated defense requiring global power conservation. (One amusing effect of the brownout is that the Thing can't shave his granite face.) That all this unfolds in just a few brisk scenes with nary a hint of dissent is indicative of the dramatic opportunities that get overlooked when storytellers are bent on efficiency. Still, in an era when blockbuster run times have stretched out longer than Mr. Fantastic's rubbery limbs, it's a refreshing change.
Clearly, Marvel and DC have been reading the same feedback cards. Like the equally pithy new "Superman," "First Steps" eschews its heroes' oft-told origin and drops us into a world where Reed, Sue, her brother Johnny and gentle-geologic-giant Ben "the Thing" Grimm are already beloved public figures. The director is Matt Shakman, who helmed the memorable MCU streaming series "WandaVision," where each episode was a pastiche of a distinct era of television. I am duty-bound to tell you "First Steps" is set on Earth-828, a dimension removed from all the other Marvel heroes -- for now, anyway. Maybe that's the reason cinematographer Jess Hall and production designer Kasra Farahani have been permitted to give "First Steps" a distinct retro-futuristic look that escapes the house-style visual tedium of the MCU. Its off-world middle act evokes the cosmic majesty of Christopher Nolan's "Interstellar" more than the screensavery muck of prior spacefaring Marvel films.
Equally remarkable is that no member of the cast is ever dwarfed by the extinction-level machinations around them. Pascal and Kirby, in particular, tuck into the nuances of their partnership in ways seldom seen in these films. Even the minor players -- Paul Walter Hauser's comic Mole Man, Natasha Lyonne as a Hebrew schoolteacher drawn to the canonically Jewish Mr. Grimm despite his igneous orange bod -- leave us wanting more.
PG-13. At area theaters. Superhero action, a zero-gravity childbirth sequence, mild cussing. 118 minutes.
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Music
Is Coldplay really playing everywhere now, or am I imagining it?
Whether the viral Coldplay concert moment translated to more streams, one thing is undeniable: We're all talking about the British pop-rock band again.

(Illustration by Chelsea Conrad/The Washington Post; Ethan Miller/Getty Images; iStock)


By Sonia Rao | 2025-07-23
Could the masses be consciously recoupling with Coldplay?
The British pop-rock band has been inescapable since the Extremely Married CEO of a small tech company was caught on a Jumbotron canoodling with his Also Very Married head of HR at a concert near Boston last week. As memes of the footage proliferated, mocking how the pair ducked offscreen to avoid being found out, Coldplay's music seemed to pop up everywhere, too. Maybe you wouldn't be surprised to hear its earnest tunes at Home Depot -- a genre of music akin to CVS's Lifehouse-heavy soundtrack -- but what about that hipster coffee shop down the road?
If we didn't know any better, we may have guessed that the whole thing was some nonsensical "Nathan for You"-style marketing ploy to get everyone talking about Coldplay again: Stage a viral moment to boost music sales, but somehow wreck a relationship in the process.
Obviously, Coldplay was already popular and successful before the incident went viral. The couple was captured on camera at Gillette Stadium in Foxborough, Massachusetts, a venue large enough to hold some 65,000 people. The band has been nominated for a total of 34 Grammy Awards, its most recent wins being in 2009 for "Viva la Vida or Death and All His Friends" (which won best rock album, as well as best pop performance and song of the year for the title track).
But unlike in the early aughts, when the band skyrocketed to global stardom with its stellar 2000 debut album, "Parachutes," and its 2002 follow-up, "A Rush of Blood to the Head," it hasn't for years been cool to be that guy talking about Coldplay all the time. Think back to 2005, when New York Times critic Jon Pareles boldly described the London lads as "the most insufferable band of the decade," citing vocal tics and "lyrics [that] can make me wish I didn't understand English."
When it comes to Coldplay hate, Pareles was a trendsetter. The band, led by seemingly innocuous front man Chris Martin, became increasingly polarizing as it continued to release albums leaning more and more into the pop sphere. In 2011, New Yorker critic Sasha Frere-Jones went so far as to conduct an investigation into why he was so irritated by the "vexingly adequate music."
An artist's personal life can have a great effect on our perception of their music. Martin may have attracted tabloid attention throughout his years-long romance with Oscar-winning actress Gwyneth Paltrow, but the newly separated couple practically lit the internet on fire when they announced in 2014 that they were going to "consciously uncouple." The phrase cemented itself in the public lexicon.
Yet not much changed. Coldplay headlined the Super Bowl halftime show in 2016 and were swiftly overshadowed by special guests Beyonce and Bruno Mars. The group continued to make bank -- even breaking a genre record last year with its ongoing Music of the Spheres World Tour -- but somehow remained largely absent from watercooler chatter.
Until now. Earlier this week, I heard Martin's voice wafting out of a late-night pizza joint. Then a colleague mentioned hearing Coldplay on the speakers at both Baan Mae and Chang Chang, two trendy local restaurants. On Tuesday, a co-worker visiting the King of Prussia mall near Philadelphia sent me a Slack message as she heard "Speed of Sound" playing overhead. I posted on Reddit to see whether confirmation bias had gotten the best of us but was met with additional encounters: One person thought it was especially funny to hear both "Jupiter" and "Cry Cry Cry" on a single dining excursion.
Was it always this way, and it's just that we're finally paying attention? Have I been tuning "Yellow" out when it was all yellow, all along? Spotify reports that Coldplay climbed its daily top artists chart as the Jumbotron footage went viral, rising from No. 15 globally late last week to No. 11 by Monday, but its original standing was pretty high to begin with. I called up a music business expert -- Berklee College of Music professor Chris Wares -- who said this isn't unusual: "Whenever a large artist goes on tour," he explained, "you're going to see a natural bump in their streaming numbers."
Still, there's something kind of beautiful about a moment in which we're all talking about the same thing again -- whether it's Coldplay, whether we stream the band's music. Maybe it's a taste of a long-lost monoculture, or nostalgia for the hip music of our past.
Even Martin joined in on the fun at a Wisconsin concert on Saturday when he said he and the band wanted to "say hello to some of you in the crowd."
"How we're going to do that is, we're going to use our cameras and put some of you on the big screen," he warned. The crowd erupted in laughter.
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Washington Commanders
To become a quarterback with 'no limits,' Jayden Daniels put in the work
On Day 1 of Year 2, Daniels is in complete control of a Washington Commanders team that carries big ambitions. He's cool carrying that pressure.

(John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-07-24

Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels laughs with teammates during the first practice of training camp in Ashburn on Wednesday. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Jayden Daniels returned home to California this offseason to work with Ryan Porter, the quarterback coach who had trained Daniels since he was 12. Over the past year, he had won the NFL's offensive rookie of the year award, revitalized a broken franchise and scratched at the apex of professional football. It seemed everything had changed. Once their work began, Daniels ensured nothing had.
"It is consistent. It is identical. It's the same," Porter said. "It's the same when he was in high school. It's the same when he was in college. It's the same when he went into the NFL. He always does the same thing."
Daniels's encore season began Wednesday morning on a side field of the Washington Commanders' practice facility. Daniels whirled around a tackling dummy, a highlighter green cleat on his right foot and a neon pink one on his left. He rifled a football into a target cut out of a net. He raised his right arm if he hit the target. He looked to the heavens if he missed. He celebrated when a teammate nailed a throw.
The Commanders conducted their opening practice of training camp amid anticipation unseen in Ashburn in decades. The optimism flowed from Daniels, the quarterback who carried Washington to the NFC championship game last season and makes anything seem possible. His career has been defined, in large part, by his immense capacity for improvement. In three years, he has leaped from promising transfer at LSU to Heisman Trophy winner to NFL rookie supernova. How much further can he go in Year 2?
"One thing I've learned over the year from Jayden, there's no limits on him," Coach Dan Quinn said. "This is somebody that absolutely is a savage from a work standpoint."
Daniels's offseason work began roughly five months ago, the quarterback said, with "sitting down and having a plan." He has been programmed to seek improvement since youth. If he completed 10 of 15 passes in a Pop Warner game, Daniels's father, Javon, only wanted to discuss the five incompletions.
Daniels arrived at training camp thicker through the chest and arms, having packed on muscle to better withstand the season's physical toll. Over the offseason, he returned to California unaffected by his stardom or accomplishments.
"When he comes back, it's always back to square one, back to the basics," Porter said. "He's the most consistent, persistent player I've ever been around."

Daniels, shown with Commanders QB coach Tavita Pritchard, made subtle improvements during the offseason. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Daniels focused on footwork, the foundation of quarterback success. Daniels practiced his first step, from both shotgun and under center. He sharpened his three-step and five-step drops in different cadences. Daniels can time his drops to different route concepts and personnel -- quicker feet in wideout-heavy formations, more languid in groupings with multiple tight ends. His natural rhythm and timing, ingrained since his days as a Pop Warner quarterback, floor Porter. "He's the best in the NFL," Porter said.
Daniels focused on "control within the pocket," he said, always looking past the pass rush. "I might have to emulate breaking a tackle, breaking a sack and keep my eyes downfield and keeping my feet in position to make throws."
Daniels can make spectacular plays, but they are moments of improvisation that spring from his dedication to simplicity. With Porter, he does not practice off-platform or wild throws. "When have you seen Michael Jordan and Kobe Bryant walk up to the free throw line and shoot a fadeaway?" Porter said. "Good fundamentals win every time."
Conventional wisdom suggests Daniels will be challenged in his second season now that opposing coaches have a full year of his NFL film to study. But Daniels has banked a full year of learning NFL defenses and understanding how they react to him.
"I always thought he was really smart," Commanders linebacker Bobby Wagner said. "The confidence will grow. The understanding of what teams are trying to do, the mixing of the coverages, the different looks -- I haven't been in college in a long time, but I'm pretty sure defense in the NFL is a little more complex. Having a year to watch himself playing against these defenses is going to serve him really [well], and he's going to make a big, big leap."
In the Commanders' meeting rooms, Quinn displays a board with specific skills he wants each player to focus on and updates it multiple times per season. He knows Daniels will be proactive in his improvement. "The most important element of that is players and coaches that have self-awareness," Quinn said. "If you have to rely on someone else to say, 'You need to work on this,' you won't get there as quickly."
Daniels remains the force every facet of the franchise revolves around. His presence shaped how General Manager Adam Peters approached the offseason. Peters again sought veterans on shorter contracts, moves he cast as both win-now acquisitions and, unexpectedly, long-term plays. Those contracts will expire by the time the Commanders need to extend Daniels, allowing the team to continue building after an inevitable contract extension makes him one of the NFL's highest-paid players.
"You always want to build your roster to win now and win in the future," Peters said. "The moves we made, those allow us to do both, really, with the nature of those deals or contracts or however you say it. We're always looking to build as good of a team as we can every year without mortgaging the future. In terms of Jayden, he's on his rookie deal, so that does give us more financial flexibility."
Recently in the Commanders' front office, Peters and his staff were discussing the concept of the rookie quarterback contract. Of the final four teams left in January, only the Commanders started a quarterback on an inexpensive rookie deal. The other conference finalists had sustained rosters around quarterbacks on lucrative extensions.
"It's still possible to win after you pay a quarterback," Peters said. "I don't know what a window is in terms of that. Hopefully our window is as long as we're here. That's what we're building for."
They will build it around Daniels. He understands his place in the franchise -- when he sees kids in No. 5 Washington jerseys, it reminds him of the Michael Vick and Donovan McNabb jerseys he once wore. "It's just awesome people look up to me," Daniels said. "I try to be a good role model for people moving forward."
On the first snap of Wednesday's practice, Daniels hissed a touchdown pass to new wideout Deebo Samuel. Later, he waited for the perfect moment to slip a short pass to running back Austin Ekeler in the end zone.
Daniels raised his arms over his head and wiggled his knees in celebration, a moment of levity at the start of a season freighted with expectation. The Commanders' hope rests on his shoulders. He carries it the same way he always has.
"Focus on what you can control," Daniels said. "That's: How can I get better each and every day?"

Daniels and the Commanders are trying to build off his remarkable rookie season. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 
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Washington Commanders
News and observations from the Commanders' first training camp practice
Washington placed Terry McLaurin on the reserve/did not report list and Sam Cosmi on the physically unable to perform list ahead of Wednesday's first workout.

(John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-07-24

Commanders new addition Von Miller zooms past a blocking dummy during the first practice of training camp Wednesday in Ashburn. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


On Tuesday evening, after the Washington Commanders reported for the start of the season, Coach Dan Quinn walked into the team hotel and spotted Von Miller. "How was the first day of school, man?" Quinn asked.
Summer vacation is over for the Commanders. Here are highlights from Wednesday in Ashburn.
The Commanders placed wide receiver Terry McLaurin on the reserve/did not report list, ensuring they will open training camp without one of their foundational players. McLaurin, seeking a contract extension entering the final year of his deal, did not report Tuesday and will incur a $50,000 daily fine, as mandated by the NFL's collective bargaining agreement.
"It's part of the business of the NFL," Quinn said. "I don't judge or get too worked up about it. We're working hard to get it done. We love him. I know they're working really hard to go do that."
McLaurin's negotiations will hover over the Commanders until a deal is struck, a big-picture problem that may be General Manager Adam Peters's most significant test since he arrived in Washington. His absence is also a practical concern. The Commanders will have to install their system without a crucial piece of their offense.
Quinn said that would be less of a problem with McLaurin. He has spent a year in coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's offense and has built impeccable rapport with quarterback Jayden Daniels. He also spent most of the offseason program with the Commanders until the past few weeks.
"Do I love it as a coach? No," Quinn said. "You want every player on the team on the field all the time. But I'm really comfortable with where he's at."
With McLaurin unavailable, the Commanders opened the team period of Wednesday's practice with a wide receiver trio of Deebo Samuel, Luke McCaffrey and Chris Moore, a 10th-year veteran who spent the end of last season on the practice squad. Quinn cited Moore as a player who could benefit from extra practice reps in McLaurin's absence, saying he noticed a different "speed and energy" in Moore after an offseason to adjust to Washington.
"When you're on the roster, you're trying to find ways to make your mark and do your thing," Quinn said. "There's advantages to that -- you got highlighted. What can you do? ... Sometimes it can be difficult to be dropped into a team in December. To have a full offseason and now training camp, I'm just as excited to see guys like that take their stand."
The Commanders placed guard Sam Cosmi, who is rehabbing the torn ACL he suffered in the divisional round of last season's playoffs, on the physically unable to perform list. The maneuver is significant in that it could allow Cosmi to be available at the start of the regular season.
"It's on the table for sure," Quinn said. "It gives you the chance for him to go be able to do that. I'm very encouraged with the work he's put in."
Cosmi, who signed a four-year extension before the start of last season, was a rock for the Commanders until he tore his ACL against Detroit in January.
Even if Cosmi isn't ready in Week 1, his progress is a great sign that the Commanders will have one of their best offensive linemen for a good chunk of the season.

Rookie offensive tackle Josh Conerly Jr., right, works on blocking drills with Foster Sarell. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


The Commanders opened the team portion of practice with an offensive line, from left to right, of Laremy Tunsil, Brandon Coleman, Tyler Biadasz, Nick Allegretti and Andrew Wylie. It's notable that Wylie -- and not first-round pick Josh Conerly Jr. -- started with the first team. It may also be foolish to read too much into it. Quinn prefers to make rookies earn starting roles.
On one early snap, Conerly was blown past by defensive end Clelin Ferrell and wrapped his arm around Ferrell's chest to avoid giving up a sack. Conerly also jumped offside on a snap before he settled in and finished practice strong, stoning Miller on a pair of rushes.
After cycling through kickers early last year, the Commanders have just one in camp. In live field goal drills, Matt Gay drilled all five attempts, including one from 53 yards. Last year in Indianapolis, Gay went 31 for 37 on field goals and made all 33 of his extra points. Washington signed him this offseason to a one-year, $4.3 million contract.
Quinn is emphasizing a methodical buildup to protect the players' health. The Commanders practiced in helmets only and will do so again Thursday. They ran team drills only in the red zone on the first day of practice, specifically to eliminate lengthy sprints down the field.
The format still allowed coaches to experiment with personnel and install systems. "How do you put certain people in certain spots on certain plays?" Quinn said. Every practice -- in training camp and during the season -- will include at least one specific end-of-game scenario.
On the first play of training camp, Daniels rifled a touchdown pass to Samuel in the front left corner of the end zone. Samuel had a rough 2024 that was derailed by a midseason bout with pneumonia. Peters, who had Samuel in San Francisco as an assistant general manager, said he seems revitalized by the change of scenery. At least for one practice, Samuel looked in great shape and was moving with his old explosiveness.
Linebacker Bobby Wagner added another title to his illustrious career: minority owner. Wagner, 35, joined the Seattle Storm's ownership group, becoming the first active NFL player to own part of a WNBA team. Wagner remains connected to Seattle, where he won a Super Bowl and played the first 10 years of his Hall of Fame-caliber career. He began investment talks with the Storm about six months ago, and the franchise announced his new role Wednesday.
"I'm really excited to be part of the WNBA," he said. "I've always watched them from afar. I'm really excited to be part of the growth and stay connected to a part of a community I still love."
Wagner, a business-savvy player who represents himself, received counsel on the deal from Commanders limited owner Magic Johnson, perhaps the best example of a legendary player who became a businessman in retirement. Wagner, a Los Angeles native, also was inspired by Kobe Bryant, an idol whom he once met through former teammate Richard Sherman.
"Kobe was a big part of me doing it," Wagner said. "I watched what Kobe was doing for women's basketball and the WNBA and what he was trying to do. Me being a fan and me being somebody that watched him and watched some of the business moves he made, this is something that was important to me. It's almost like trying to pick up where he left off. Obviously I'm not him whatsoever, but I can do my part. Women's sports is amazing. I have daughters. I have sisters. It's important to really be a part of change, and I want to be on the right side of change. Kobe's legacy is something I take a lot of pride in."
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Washington Commanders
Terry McLaurin's holdout is a concern, not a crisis for the Commanders
General Manager Adam Peters and the standout receiver should be able to come to an agreement, but it might be tricky.

Terry McLaurin wants a contract extension after his best statistical season. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


By Barry Svrluga | 2025-07-24
Let's be clear about the Terry McLaurin situation: It's uncomfortable, not unprecedented. Yes, practice began at Washington Commanders training camp Wednesday without the team's top receiver and model citizen. No, this isn't a nuclear standoff. It's July, not September. There's time.
"It's part of the business of the NFL," Coach Dan Quinn said before the team's initial workout in Ashburn. "I don't judge or get too worked up about it."
That's reasonable. So for now, let's take this as an interesting stalemate, one in which both sides have reasonable theoretical arguments.
McLaurin: "If I'm not there, who's your No. 1 receiver? Deebo Samuel? He's more of a Swiss army knife who has just one 1,000-yard receiving season in a six-year career. Journeyman Chris Moore, who lined up with the first team Wednesday morning? He has never caught more than 48 passes in a season. I haven't caught fewer than 77 in each of the past five years. Enjoy that."
General Manager Adam Peters: "Sure. But you're really going to hold out into the regular season and not play under the final year of your current contract? Have fun forfeiting that money and hitting free agency in your age-31 season."
So expect a deal. It feels every bit a when-not-if situation. Which had to be the reason for Peters's calm demeanor when he addressed the situation Tuesday, in the hours before McLaurin missed the team's mandatory reporting time and officially became a holdout. "I don't think I've been a part of a negotiation where it's been really linear and smooth and everything like that," Peters said. "But I think understanding where they're at, understanding where we're at and trying to close that gap and come to something is really the nuance of it. And staying really aboveboard and negotiating in good faith. All those things come together, and that's how you come to a deal."
In thinking about all this -- and there is no more pertinent topic for a franchise that is coming off an NFC championship game appearance and has designs on the NFL's biggest prizes -- it's important to acknowledge what we don't know and to understand how that makes it almost impossible to side with either the team or the player. What is McLaurin asking for? What is the team offering? Is the gap in money? Or in years? Or in the guarantee? Or some combination of all of those elements?
And believing the sides will find common ground doesn't mean it won't be tricky finding it. The absence of McLaurin -- a team guy, a standard-setter, always part of the solution and never a problem -- shows that. The process is already not linear. There is, as Peters said, nuance.
That could well be in the company McLaurin is trying to keep. DK Metcalf, who was in the 2019 draft class that included McLaurin, signed a four-year, $132 million extension with Pittsburgh after arriving in an offseason trade with Seattle -- though only two years and $60 million are guaranteed. That $33 million average annual value puts Metcalf fourth among wide receivers behind only Cincinnati's Ja'Marr Chase, Minnesota's Justin Jefferson and Dallas's CeeDee Lamb -- elite company.
McLaurin could easily look at that deal and think: "Well, in the past three seasons, I have more catches than Metcalf [238 to 222] for more yards [3,289 to 3,154] and have caught more touchdown passes [22 to 19]. How am I not worth his contract -- at least?"
The team could counter with this: "Look, Terry, we love you. But you turn 30 between our second and third games this season. Metcalf is 27 and doesn't turn 28 until December. You played four seasons at Ohio State. Metcalf played just three years at Mississippi. You're from the same draft class with the same service time -- but you're not perfectly comparable because you're more than two years older."
There are pretty solid arguments on both sides. So here we are: Jayden Daniels opening his second training camp as the franchise's nexus without the player who led the team with 82 catches for 1,096 yards and 13 touchdowns when Daniels was a rookie.
"It's just business in the NFL," Daniels said, touching on the theme of the day. "We know Terry's working. We don't have to worry about him doing any of that."
There's also a bizarre way to think about this: The fact that Peters and his front-office staff haven't just handed McLaurin an open checkbook shows the franchise now handles things in a grown-up fashion. This isn't a group that is going to sling money around in a way that affects roster construction in the future. Entering his second season, Peters still gets the benefit of the doubt.
And in July, the entire situation can be on the front burner without the heat turned all the way up. Daniels said that he was in "constant communication" with McLaurin and that the reps they had through 17 games last season provide some comfort even if there's a long absence. The vibe as camp opened: chill.
"It's a business, and some of the business is not your business, you know what I mean?" veteran linebacker Bobby Wagner said. "You let them take care of the things that they can take care of and you focus on yourself, but understand that he's still a part of the team. He's still somebody that is a huge presence in this locker room. He's an amazing figure in his community and his locker room."
He's just not here right now. That feels temporary. The Commanders need McLaurin. McLaurin needs the Commanders. The season opener isn't until Sept. 7. There's time.
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