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      Breaking News

      
        State earns weak marks for messaging during tension
        Social media platforms in Thailand recorded 2.6 million messages in July about Thailand-Cambodia border tensions, with Facebook, YouTube and X, formerly called Twitter, the top three channels.&nbsp;

      

      
        Woman jailed for 'Face Off' cosmetic surgery scam
        The Criminal Court sentenced Xeping Chaiyasan to four years in prison for defrauding the public through a cosmetic surgery scheme known as "Face Off."

      

      
        Thai media deny lack of reporting ethics
        Three major Thai media organisations issued a joint statement on Thursday, strongly rejecting accusations from the Club of Cambodian Journalists (CCJ) that Thai media lack ethics in reporting on the Thai-Cambodian border conflict.

      

      
        Thailand seeks neutral venue for border meeting with Cambodia
        The Ministry of Defence on Thursday confirmed that Thailand has officially requested to change the venue for the upcoming Thai-Cambodian General Border Committee (GBC) meeting, proposing Malaysia as a neutral host.

      

      
        Myanmar junta lifts emergency rule, calls for December vote
        NAY PYI TAW --- Myanmar's military leadership lifted a state of emergency more than four years after it took power in a coup, a necessary step for holding elections slated to be held later this year.

      

      
        Cambodian power deal to be cancelled
        The Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA), a Thai government power distribution arm, is preparing to terminate a power purchase agreement with Cambodia following the disconnection of electricity transmission to the neighbouring country during the current territorial dispute.

      

      
        Hoteliers take a hit from border clash
        The tourism industry in the seven provinces along the Thai-Cambodian border has been decimated by recent clashes, with a 100% cancellation rate in most areas, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).

      

      
        Japan cleared of all tsunami advisories after quake off Russia coast
        KYODO --- The Japan Meteorological Agency on Thursday lifted the last remaining tsunami&nbsp; advisories issued after a 8.8 magnitude earthquake struck off Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula the previous day.

      

      
        House committee condemns Cambodian violations of international rules
        The House Committee on Legal Affairs, Justice and Human Rights has issued a strong condemnation of Cambodia, accusing it of violating international treaties amid tensions along the Thai-Cambodian border that claimed many lives of civilians and troops.

      

      
        Eastern rail service resumes normal operation to border
        The railway service from Bangkok to the Ban Khlong Luek border checkpoint in Sa Kaeo province is now operating again after a temporary suspension due to Thai-Cambodian border clashes.
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                  State earns weak marks for messaging during tension                

                              

                                Social media platforms in Thailand recorded 2.6 million messages in July about Thailand-Cambodia border tensions, with Facebook, YouTube and X, formerly called Twitter, the top three channels. 
However, communication executives said government officials still fail to effectively communicate during crises and amid cyberwarfare.

According to Kla Tangsuwan, chief executive of Wisesight, a social media analytics firm, the dispute generated total engagement of 606 million messages on Thai social media last month, with peak engagement on July 24 with 129 million messages.

The 2023 general election only generated 1.42 million messages and 95.2 million engagements over a one-month span, noted Wisesight.

The border dispute produced twice the volume of messages as the general election and five times the engagement.

"We detect spam and there are a lot of messages from bots using the Cambodian language," said Mr Kla.

"It's starting to become a misinformation operation, manipulating people across the country and making them doubt what's real on both sides of the dispute." 

There is no Thai special communications centre on the border tension, unlike for other major events such as the coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic or the 7.7-magnitude earthquake that struck central Myanmar on March 28, 2025.

Thailand needs to communicate facts without opinion to international media and adopt a proactive approach rather than reactive responses, he said.

The country needs to demonstrate facts with evidence, build public awareness with verified and emotionally-resonant communication, and adopt a fair and transparent international communication approach, he said.

[image: ]

Pawat Ruangdejworachai, chief executive of Media Intelligence Group, said earlier in the week Thailand's reactive, timid messaging has allowed the "other side" to build sustained momentum through low-cost, emotionally charged media, targeting bottom-tier audiences.

Cambodian messages focus on volume over quality, flooding the conversation with gossip, he said.

"When the opposing side communicates, it sometimes dilutes trust in Thailand among international stakeholders," said Mr Pawat. 

Mana Treelayapewat, a lecturer in communication at the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, said the government's crisis communication efforts have been insufficient as it needs better coordination and timely, clear messages to relevant stakeholders. 

This situation requires a dedicated, centralised "war room" to manage messaging, counter misinformation, and present a unified voice across government, military and media channels, he said. 

When only fragmented information is released, confusion and rumours thrive, said Mr Mana.

Thais tend to amplify and share what they hear, while opposing actors exploit the vacuum to release their own narratives, he said, which is why government spokespeople must communicate clearly, credibly and in multiple languages.

Counter-narratives must clarify and correct information consistently, as the online world moves faster than official updates, said Mr Mana.

He said the Government Public Relations Department (PRD) must have intense coordination with key ministries, developing a unified crisis communication command centre to coordinate with the media, adversaries, and the public. 

"Thailand already has the facts -- it just needs the structure and speed to communicate them effectively," said Mr Mana.
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                                The Criminal Court sentenced Xeping Chaiyasan to four years in prison for defrauding the public through a cosmetic surgery scheme known as "Face Off."
Xeping, 52, widely promoted as a plastic surgery specialist, was found guilty under Sections 341 and 343 of the Criminal Code for public fraud, Section 14(1) of the Computer Crime Act for inputting false data and the Consumer Protection Act for misleading advertising.

The case, filed by Yupin Saenkam from Roi Et, centred on Xeping's role in promoting and arranging facial surgeries between August 2017 and August 2018. The project falsely claimed procedures were performed at world-class hospitals with minimal or no scarring and negligible swelling.

These misleading claims persuaded the plaintiff and others to undergo surgery, paying hundreds of thousands of baht.

Ms Yupin said she paid 368,500 baht for a facelift but was left with disfiguring scars, chronic pain, numbness, itching and a distorted face caused by broken internal threads. Her ear was reportedly deformed, resulting in a witch-like appearance.

The court ruled that the offences were part of a single scheme, imposing the maximum applicable sentence. Only Xeping, the first defendant, was indicted after a preliminary case review.

At the hearing, both Xeping and the plaintiff's lawyer, Phinyophat Chittawan, appeared in court. Xeping is currently applying for bail while filing an appeal.

A source said this is not her first conviction. The Criminal Court has previously handed down prison sentences to Xeping and her associates in several other cases involving similar fraudulent cosmetic procedures.
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                                Three major Thai media organisations issued a joint statement on Thursday, strongly rejecting accusations from the Club of Cambodian Journalists (CCJ) that Thai media lack ethics in reporting on the Thai-Cambodian border conflict.
The statement called the claims unacceptable and defamatory and urged the CCJ to take responsibility for ethical oversight and disinformation control within Cambodia. The statement came from the Thai Journalists Association (TJA), the Society for Online News Providers (SONP) and the National Union of Journalists Thailand (NUJT). 

The statement demanded that the CCJ cease interfering in Thai media's internal affairs and fulfil its duty to rigorously examine the ethical conduct of Cambodian media, free from control or dominance. It called on the CCJ to take tangible measures to address fake news and disinformation originating and spreading online from Cambodia, noting numerous instances of such disinformation. 

The Thai media stressed its commitment to ethical self-regulation, saying: "We are fully committed to and respectful of the rights and freedoms of the public and the press. We reaffirm our dedication to reporting based on ethics, impartiality, and accuracy, without inciting hatred between our two nations, and with a genuine desire for peace."

It added that the TJA will temporarily suspend relations with the CCJ until the situation normalises, citing concerns that the CCJ is acting more as a government mouthpiece than as an independent organisation. 

The TJA had previously signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the CCJ to foster mutual understanding through media cooperation.
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                                The Ministry of Defence on Thursday confirmed that Thailand has officially requested to change the venue for the upcoming Thai-Cambodian General Border Committee (GBC) meeting, proposing Malaysia as a neutral host.
RAdm Surasan Kongsiri, the ministry's spokesman, said the Cambodian government had invited Deputy Defence Minister Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit to attend the meeting scheduled for Aug 4, but Thailand believed such talks should not be held in a country in conflict with the other party.

"According to international norms, countries in dispute should not meet on each other's soil. Such talks should be held in a neutral third country," said RAdm Surasan, citing the example of Ukraine and Russia, which avoided hosting talks in each other's territory.  

Thailand suggested Malaysia as the neutral third country, given its role in coordinating such discussions. The proposed dates remain Aug 4 to Aug 7, and Thailand will soon send its request to Cambodia and Malaysia. 

"Thailand's approach was proactive and rooted in the principle of neutrality," said the spokesman. "We will have to wait for Cambodia's response. If they are sincere, we believe they will agree."

On Monday, Malaysia hosted talks between Thai and Cambodian leaders, who agreed to an unconditional ceasefire. However, the Thai government complained later accused Cambodia of continued and indiscriminate attacks on Thai soil after the ceasefire took effect at midnight.
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                                NAY PYI TAW -- Myanmar's military leadership lifted a state of emergency more than four years after it took power in a coup, a necessary step for holding elections slated to be held later this year.
The decision, announced by the junta Thursday after a meeting of the National Defence and Security Council, comes as civil war engulfs the Southeast Asian nation. Under Myanmar's 2008 Constitution, emergency rules must be lifted before elections can be held, which the junta has pledged to do in December. 

"For the state to continue going ahead on the democratic path elections need to be held, so the state of emergency has been lifted today," said junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun.

Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing announced the formation of 10-member State Security and Peace Commission that he will chair. He also formed the 30-member Union Government, appointing his aide, Nyo Saw, as prime minister.

The move comes as Myanmar's military faces a collapsing economy and growing resistance from armed, pro-democracy groups. The council decided in its last meeting, in January to extend the state of emergency until July 31, saying at the time that "there is a need for stability to ensure a free and fair general election."

Western governments, including the United States, have dismissed any junta-organised elections as illegitimate. The National League for Democracy (NLD), the party of civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi, was officially deregistered in 2023, and the 80-year-old leader is currently serving a 27-year prison term for various offenses.

Min Aung Hlaing claimed Myanmar's 2020 election, won in a landslide by the NLD, was marred by fraud -- a key justification for the military's coup. In a letter to President Donald Trump this month, he likened the situation to Trump's false claims of US election fraud in 2020, suggesting both were victims of rigged votes.

The military enacted a law this week it said was designed to protect the electoral process from "sabotage," with punishments including the death penalty for disrupting elections.

Beyond the coup, the US and regional governments have accused Myanmar of harbouring so-called "scam compounds" run by crypto crime syndicates and fuelled by trafficked labour. In May, Washington sanctioned a junta-linked militia for backing cyber scams "on an industrial scale" that have cost Americans billions.

Min Aung Hlaing hinted at lifting the state of emergency on Wednesday, saying that the country was entering a new phase.

"If at the start of this second chapter we write it well, beautifully, and sincerely with our own hands and carry it out successfully, I believe we will overcome even more challenges," he said at a ceremony in the capital Nay Pyi Taw, according to a government release. 


	Read more: US lifts sanctions on Myanmar junta allies after general praises Trump
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                Thai utility cites legal requirement after Phnom Penh disconnected line carrying power from Thailand
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                                The Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA), a Thai government power distribution arm, is preparing to terminate a power purchase agreement with Cambodia following the disconnection of electricity transmission to the neighbouring country during the current territorial dispute.
The termination is legally required after Thailand stopped supplying electricity to Cambodia days before a Thai soldier stepped on a landmine while he and his group were on patrol along the border in the Chong Bok area of Nam Yuen district in Ubon Ratchathani on July 16.

"We asked the Cambodian Embassy through the National Security Council to confirm that the authority can terminate the contract," said Mongkol Treekijjanon, the PEA governor.

The state utility now plans to distribute 50 megawatts of electricity previously sold to Cambodia to serve demand from users in Thailand.

During the clashes between Thai and Cambodian soldiers, PEA power distribution facilities, including electricity poles and cables, were damaged by shrapnel, resulting in power outages in some areas near the border, said Mr Mongkol.

Up to 90% of the facilities were repaired, he said.

Marginal decrease in power bills

In a related development, the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) has announced that a new power tariff of 3.95 baht a kilowatt-hour (unit) will be used for electricity bill calculation between September and December.

Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga had indicated earlier that the tariff would be cut slightly from 3.98 baht a unit, which is applicable until the end of August.

"We are able to reduce the power tariff because the prices of imported liquefied natural gas [LNG](are expected to decrease," said Poonpat Leesombatpiboon, the ERC secretary-general.

Gas makes up 60% of fuels used for power generation in Thailand. The country needs to import more costly LNG as cheaper domestic gas supplies are on the decline.

Part of all power bills must be reimbursed to the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) to help it clear a loss of 66 billion baht, which stems from past electricity price subsidy programmes.

If the power tariff remains unchanged at 3.98 baht a unit, the rate would be only enough to pay back part of Egat's debt, worth 7.07 billion baht, the ERC said earlier.
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                Seven Thai border provinces bearing the brunt
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                                The tourism industry in the seven provinces along the Thai-Cambodian border has been decimated by recent clashes, with a 100% cancellation rate in most areas, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).
The Thai Hotels Association (THA) has reported the cancellation of 4,085 room nights, while new bookings for the coming high season remain slower than usual.

THA president Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun said the cancellations occurred quickly once the clashes started escalating on July 24.

Of the total cancellations reported by members, 1,881 room nights were cancelled directly as a result of the border unrest, while new bookings over the past week totalled 6,835 room nights.

The association plans to reassess the impact of the dispute in a few days, as the number of hotels surveyed was limited and the conflict between the two countries still hasn't been fully resolved.

Mr Thienprasit said the recovery rate of hotels this week was uneven, as some hotels could not secure healthy forward bookings. The main concerns lie with Asian markets, which are more sensitive to security issues.

"The dispute between Thailand and Cambodia should not affect individual travellers who book via online platforms, as they're able to cancel or postpone their bookings if the situation requires," he said. "We estimate this event should not have a significant impact on the upcoming high season."

TAT governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool said the seven provinces experienced varying levels of impact. Among those recording a 100% room cancellation rate from tour groups were Ubon Ratchathani, Si Sa Ket, and Aranyaprathet district in Sa Kaeo.

She said tourists refrained from visiting those areas, but some hotels received new bookings from donors visiting evacuation camps, as well as media personnel, allowing them to maintain a 50-70% occupancy rate.

Ms Thapanee said Buri Ram, which had a 70% cancellation rate, closed its famous attractions such as Phanom Rung Historical Park and Prasat Muang Tam Historical Park, while Chang International Circuit postponed all activities throughout the past week.

Surin and Chanthaburi reported 80% cancellations and postponements from tour groups and individual travellers in the area, she said.

Ms Thapanee said most room bookings in Trat, particularly along the border, had been cancelled or postponed, including on the three islands: Koh Chang, Koh Mak and Koh Kut.

The cancellation rate on Koh Chang and Koh Mak was 30%, while Koh Kut recorded a 50-60% cancellation rate.
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                                KYODO -- The Japan Meteorological Agency on Thursday lifted the last remaining tsunami  advisories issued after a 8.8 magnitude earthquake struck off Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula the previous day.
The agency had issued warnings for areas from Hokkaido in northern Japan to Wakayama prefecture in the west, but they were downgraded to advisories Wednesday night as the affected areas were narrowed.

The remaining advisories had covered areas including the Pacific coasts of the northern main island of Hokkaido and northeastern Japan.
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                                The House Committee on Legal Affairs, Justice and Human Rights has issued a strong condemnation of Cambodia, accusing it of violating international treaties amid tensions along the Thai-Cambodian border that claimed many lives of civilians and troops.
Committee chairman Kamolsak Leewamoh, a Prachachat MP for Narathiwat province joined members on Thursday at a press conference to express deep regret over the intensifying violence along the border and extended condolences to all those affected, including families of soldiers and civilians.

Mr Kamolsak said the panel, which is duty-bound to monitor Thailand's compliance with the rule of law and international obligations, saw fit to document and respond to violations that undermine peace, stability and fundamental human rights.

On July 23, a Thai soldier was critically injured when a landmine exploded in Nam Yuen district of Ubon Ratchathani province -- an act deemed a violation of the Ottawa Convention, to which Cambodia and Thailand are signatories, said the panel chairman.

The following day, a Cambodian drone reportedly entered Thai airspace near the Ta Muen Thom ruins in Phanom Dongrak district of Surin province before Cambodian forces opened fire on a Thai military base at about 6pm, escalating the situation rapidly.

The following morning, Cambodian forces launched BM-21 rockets into civilian bases in Kap Choeng district of Surin, causing many injuries. Worse still, continued shelling targeted residential zones and civilian infrastructure across several provinces, including Buri Ram, Surin, Ubon Ratchathani and Si Sa Ket in the lower Northeast of Thailand.

Among the damaged sites were homes, a petrol station and 7-Eleven where eight civilians died, and the Phanom Dong Rak Hospital.

Cambodia's attacks resulted in 13 civilian deaths in all, 32 injuries and casualties among Thai troops -- one death and 14 injuries, said the House panel.

The indiscriminate targeting of civilians and non-military infrastructure, it argued, clearly violates the Geneva Conventions, particularly the principles of distinction and proportionality. The actions may also amount to war crimes under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, said the panel.

On July 25, the Thai military officially confirmed that Cambodian forces initiated the hostilities, suggesting a pattern of deliberate and systematic aggression.

The committee stated that Cambodia's conduct constitutes clear violations of:


	The Ottawa Convention, by deploying anti-personnel mines;

	The Geneva Conventions and customary international humanitarian law, by targeting civilians and civilian objects indiscriminately;

	The Rome Statute, for potential war crimes involving attacks on civilians and medical facilities.



The committee urged an immediate halt to violence and a return to peaceful dialogue as the path toward conflict resolution.

It also condemned false and misleading statements that contradict official accounts provided by the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the government and the Parliament speaker. It demanded that Cambodia cease the dissemination of disinformation, which could exacerbate the crisis.

The committee reaffirmed the need for transparent dialogue, accountability and sustained peace-building efforts in the border region. It stressed that strict adherence to international law is essential to prevent further loss of life and to restore the rule of law.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3079045/house-committee-condemns-cambodian-violations-of-international-rules



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Eastern rail service resumes normal operation to border                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: The Ban Khlong Luek border station in the eastern province of Sa Kaeo. (Photo: State Railway of Thailand)]
                                              
                          The Ban Khlong Luek border station in the eastern province of Sa Kaeo. (Photo: State Railway of Thailand)                        

                                          

                  

                                The railway service from Bangkok to the Ban Khlong Luek border checkpoint in Sa Kaeo province is now operating again after a temporary suspension due to Thai-Cambodian border clashes.
Service on the final stage of the eastern line between Aranyaprathet and the border station was suspended on July 26 but has now resumed, the State Railway of Thailand (SRT) announced on Wednesday evening.

Locals and tourists can now travel the entire eastern line, with train schedules available online and at railway stations. The SRT has confirmed its commitment to safety and high-standard service. 
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        Cambodian power deal to be cancelled
        The Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA), a Thai government power distribution arm, is preparing to terminate a power purchase agreement with Cambodia following the disconnection of electricity transmission to the neighbouring country during the current territorial dispute.

      

      
        Hoteliers take a hit from border clash
        The tourism industry in the seven provinces along the Thai-Cambodian border has been decimated by recent clashes, with a 100% cancellation rate in most areas, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).

      

      
        Foreign military attaches to visit border on Friday
        Thai authorities will bring foreign military attaches and journalists to border areas on Friday to prove that Cambodia broke its ceasefire agreement and carried out "inhumane attacks against civilian targets", according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

      

      
        Insurers won't help owner of bombed PTT station
        SI SA KET - The owner of a PTT petrol station and 7-Eleven store where a Cambodian rocket strike killed eight people on July 24 faces at least 14 million baht in damages with no compensation in sight from insurers or the government.

      

      
        Landmines block Thai military from securing temple site
        A field of unexpected and illegally laid landmines blocked Thai soldiers from securing the Ta Kwai temple ruins in Surin province before the ceasefire with Cambodia took effect, according to the Royal Thai Army.

      

      
        Cambodian reinforcement efforts continuing, says Thai army
        Cambodia is continuing to reinforce its troops along the border with Thailand and suspicious drones are spying on Thai military units in border provinces, according to the 2nd Army Region.

      

      
        New ceasefire breach sparks protest
        The Royal Thai Army has condemned the Cambodian military for a second violation of the bilateral ceasefire agreement signed on Monday.

      

      
        Bangkok land prices decline in 2nd quarter
        The price index for vacant land in Greater Bangkok fell in the second quarter of 2025 after two consecutive quarterly increases, mainly attributed to the economic slowdown and the postponement of Bangkok's new city plan implementation to 2027.

      

      
        Agents upbeat on Chinese market
        Chinese tourist arrivals have already passed their low point, and tour agents are showing renewed confidence in Thailand despite safety concerns fuelled by border conflicts and a recent market shooting, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).

      

      
        Transport solutions sidestep border conflict
        The border closures with Cambodia have affected land transport, leading to a shift towards shipping via alternative routes, says the commerce minister.
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                  Cambodian power deal to be cancelled                

                Thai utility cites legal requirement after Phnom Penh disconnected line carrying power from Thailand
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                                The Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA), a Thai government power distribution arm, is preparing to terminate a power purchase agreement with Cambodia following the disconnection of electricity transmission to the neighbouring country during the current territorial dispute.
The termination is legally required after Thailand stopped supplying electricity to Cambodia days before a Thai soldier stepped on a landmine while he and his group were on patrol along the border in the Chong Bok area of Nam Yuen district in Ubon Ratchathani on July 16.

"We asked the Cambodian Embassy through the National Security Council to confirm that the authority can terminate the contract," said Mongkol Treekijjanon, the PEA governor.

The state utility now plans to distribute 50 megawatts of electricity previously sold to Cambodia to serve demand from users in Thailand.

During the clashes between Thai and Cambodian soldiers, PEA power distribution facilities, including electricity poles and cables, were damaged by shrapnel, resulting in power outages in some areas near the border, said Mr Mongkol.

Up to 90% of the facilities were repaired, he said.

Marginal decrease in power bills

In a related development, the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) has announced that a new power tariff of 3.95 baht a kilowatt-hour (unit) will be used for electricity bill calculation between September and December.

Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga had indicated earlier that the tariff would be cut slightly from 3.98 baht a unit, which is applicable until the end of August.

"We are able to reduce the power tariff because the prices of imported liquefied natural gas [LNG](are expected to decrease," said Poonpat Leesombatpiboon, the ERC secretary-general.

Gas makes up 60% of fuels used for power generation in Thailand. The country needs to import more costly LNG as cheaper domestic gas supplies are on the decline.

Part of all power bills must be reimbursed to the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) to help it clear a loss of 66 billion baht, which stems from past electricity price subsidy programmes.

If the power tariff remains unchanged at 3.98 baht a unit, the rate would be only enough to pay back part of Egat's debt, worth 7.07 billion baht, the ERC said earlier.
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                                The tourism industry in the seven provinces along the Thai-Cambodian border has been decimated by recent clashes, with a 100% cancellation rate in most areas, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).
The Thai Hotels Association (THA) has reported the cancellation of 4,085 room nights, while new bookings for the coming high season remain slower than usual.

THA president Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun said the cancellations occurred quickly once the clashes started escalating on July 24.

Of the total cancellations reported by members, 1,881 room nights were cancelled directly as a result of the border unrest, while new bookings over the past week totalled 6,835 room nights.

The association plans to reassess the impact of the dispute in a few days, as the number of hotels surveyed was limited and the conflict between the two countries still hasn't been fully resolved.

Mr Thienprasit said the recovery rate of hotels this week was uneven, as some hotels could not secure healthy forward bookings. The main concerns lie with Asian markets, which are more sensitive to security issues.

"The dispute between Thailand and Cambodia should not affect individual travellers who book via online platforms, as they're able to cancel or postpone their bookings if the situation requires," he said. "We estimate this event should not have a significant impact on the upcoming high season."

TAT governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool said the seven provinces experienced varying levels of impact. Among those recording a 100% room cancellation rate from tour groups were Ubon Ratchathani, Si Sa Ket, and Aranyaprathet district in Sa Kaeo.

She said tourists refrained from visiting those areas, but some hotels received new bookings from donors visiting evacuation camps, as well as media personnel, allowing them to maintain a 50-70% occupancy rate.

Ms Thapanee said Buri Ram, which had a 70% cancellation rate, closed its famous attractions such as Phanom Rung Historical Park and Prasat Muang Tam Historical Park, while Chang International Circuit postponed all activities throughout the past week.

Surin and Chanthaburi reported 80% cancellations and postponements from tour groups and individual travellers in the area, she said.

Ms Thapanee said most room bookings in Trat, particularly along the border, had been cancelled or postponed, including on the three islands: Koh Chang, Koh Mak and Koh Kut.

The cancellation rate on Koh Chang and Koh Mak was 30%, while Koh Kut recorded a 50-60% cancellation rate.
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                                Thai authorities will bring foreign military attaches and journalists to border areas on Friday to prove that Cambodia broke its ceasefire agreement and carried out "inhumane attacks against civilian targets", according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Visitors would also see "infringements upon Thailand's sovereignty and territorial integrity by Cambodia - actions that no country can tolerate", the ministry said in a statement on Thursday.

"Moreover, Thailand expresses profound disappointment regarding Cambodia's baseless accusations against Thailand in international fora concerning the clashes along the border, particularly during the high-level meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) currently taking place in Geneva.

"Thailand categorically rejects such claims and calls on Cambodia to refrain from disseminating disinformation and misinformation that could cause misunderstanding and further escalate tensions," the ministry stated.

Thailand has remained committed to strictly upholding the ceasefire agreement that took effect at 12.01am on Tuesday, it added.

Nikorndej Balankura, spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said the Ministry of Defence would conduct the site visit on Friday for foreign military attaches.

He said the tour was delayed because Thai authorities were not confident that Cambodia would observe the ceasefire agreement, which raised concerns about the safety of the foreign delegation.

Cambodia repeatedly broke the ceasefire agreement by attacking Thai soldiers with rifles and grenades while Thailand did not do so on a single occasion, said Mr Nikorndej.

Thailand has already brought Cambodia's repeated ceasefire violations to the attention of Malaysia, as the Asean chair, as well as China, the United States and the United Nations, he added.
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                                SI SA KET - The owner of a PTT petrol station and 7-Eleven store where a Cambodian rocket strike killed eight people on July 24 faces at least 14 million baht in damages with no compensation in sight from insurers or the government.
Kamolrat Phonsetthalert says she has been unable to eat or sleep since the attack seven days ago, and has needed psychiatric treatment for the trauma of witnessing the destruction.

The rocket strike, which also injured 13 people, has forced the closure of the station at Ban Phue in Kantharalak district for at least two months while repairs are undertaken.

More than 50 employees face uncertain income prospects during the shutdown, said Ms Kamolrat.

The business was insured by two companies, but the first explicitly excludes war damage coverage, whether direct or indirect, even if the government declares the area a war disaster zone, she said. The second insurer only covers structural damage partially.

Government assistance remains unclear. Deputy Energy Minister Fuangwit Anirutthewa visited the site on Thursday to assess damage and promised to propose compensation measures, but no concrete details have emerged.

Ms Kamolrat criticised authorities for failing to provide advance warning of the emergency. The rocket struck in the morning of July 24, but the warning system was only activated at 3-4pm in the afternoon.

She emphasised that the attack was something that could not have been predicted and was not the fault of business operators. She called for government intervention to help many entrepreneurs who suffered similar damage as a result of the border hostilities.
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                                A field of unexpected and illegally laid landmines blocked Thai soldiers from securing the Ta Kwai temple ruins in Surin province before the ceasefire with Cambodia took effect, according to the Royal Thai Army.
The area in Phanom Dong Rak district was the last spot being contested by Thai and Cambodian forces before the agreement to withdraw troops took effect at 12am on Tuesday, spokesman Maj Gen Winthai Suvaree told a press conference at army headquarters in Bangkok on Thursday.

According to Maj Gen Winthai, Thai soldiers had not been deployed at the Ta Kwai ruins because they could have been easy targets for Cambodian troops on the nearby and taller Hill 350.

In the evening before the ceasefire took effect, Thai soldiers tried to take control of both the Ta Kwai site and Hill 350 but did not expect to face landmines that were laid around the ancient temple.

One army officer was seriously injured when a landmine exploded during the attempt, and the military had to weigh the prospects for completing the military operation against the effects on soldiers' morale, Maj Gen Winthai said.

"The injury from the landmine field had an impact on our last attempt to advance," he added.

When the ceasefire took effect, Thai soldiers did not have control of the temple but they occupied more areas than they had done before the border clashes.

The area now under Thai control includes land adjacent to the temple ruins, but Thai soldiers could do nothing when Cambodian soldiers entered the ruins themselves, Maj Gen Winthai said.

He said it was evident that landmines were used in the Ta Kwai area, in violation of the Ottawa Treaty which bans anti-personnel mines, the army spokesman said.

Pictures of Cambodian soldiers at Ta Kwai showed bunches of Russian-made PMN-2 landmines left at the temple ruins, indicating that a large number were used, he added.
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                                Cambodia is continuing to reinforce its troops along the border with Thailand and suspicious drones are spying on Thai military units in border provinces, according to the 2nd Army Region.
The regional army command said on Thursday morning that Cambodia had increased and strengthened its forces along the border.

Unidentified drones, it added, have been deployed in many areas including: Chong Aan Mah crossing in Nam Yuen district of Ubon Ratchathani; Phu Makua, Satta Som, Prasat Don Tuan and Phu Phee in Kantharalak district of Si Sa Ket; Chong Chom in Kap Choeng district of Surin; and Chong Sai Taku in Ban Kruat district of Buri Ram.

The Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand on Thursday announced a nationwide ban on civilian drones. ACM Manat Chavanaprayoon, the CAAT director, said the move represented an expansion of the ban that began on Wednesday in high-risk provinces where drones could threaten national security.

The 2nd Army Region also reported that it had detained 20 Cambodian troops who surrendered at the Chong Sam Tae crossing in Kantharalak district of Si Sa Ket after they ran out of ammunition.

It said the soldiers were being prosecuted for illegal entry into Thailand. Two of them were injured and admitted to Fort Weerawatyothin Hospital in Surin.
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                                The Royal Thai Army has condemned the Cambodian military for a second violation of the bilateral ceasefire agreement signed on Monday.
The army described the incident as a serious breach that undermines peaceful efforts to de-escalate tensions along the Thai-Cambodian border. The ceasefire agreement, jointly declared by Thailand and Cambodia, was reached on July 28 and took effect at midnight that night. The agreement was intended to halt all hostilities without condition.

The army says Thailand has strictly adhered to the terms by refraining from all use of force and scaling down military activities in the area to foster peace, mutual trust, and cooperation between both nations. Despite Thailand's compliance, the army has received reports from field military units that on July 29-30, the Cambodian military once again violated the ceasefire agreement. The incidents are detailed as follows:

At Chong Khanma in Si Sa Ket, about 9.30pm on Tuesday, Cambodian troops opened fire with small arms at Thai positions. The clash continued until 10pm before subsiding. In the Preah Vihear area, Phu Makheu and Huai Thamariya in Si Sa Ket around 10pm on Tuesday, sustained small arms fire and mortar shelling were reported from the Cambodian side. Thai forces exercised their right to self-defence under international law. Sporadic fire continued into the morning of Wednesday. At Pha Mo E Daeng in Si Sa Ket at 5.17am Wednesday, mortar rounds were launched from Cambodian territory into Thai territory, clearly breaching the ceasefire.

Strong condemnation

"These latest actions by the Cambodian military constitutes a serious violation of the ceasefire agreement, marking the second such breach since the agreement came into effect. They reflect a clear disregard for international obligations, undermine efforts to solve the situation through peaceful means, and adversely affect the stability and mutual trust that should exist between the two nations," the army said.

"Thailand remains firmly committed to the principles of restraint, peace, and the highest standards of humanitarian conduct. However, should further violations occur, the army will take all necessary and appropriate measures to safeguard national sovereignty and ensure the safety of the Thai people."

Foreign military attaches to be invited

Thailand will bring foreign military attaches based in Thailand to visit the Thai-Cambodian border over the next couple of days, Nikorndej Balankura, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman said Wednesday. Mr Nikorndej was asked if Thailand would invite foreign military attaches to visit the scene of the border clash, as Cambodia was already doing so. He said Thailand's site visit would help the foreign military attaches gather first-hand information especially where non-military areas were attacked by Cambodian forces.

"The reason why we are slow in bringing these foreign military attaches to the site is ... we don't know when the Cambodian side would break the ceasefire deal, which could affect the security of the foreign military attaches," he said.

Speaking ahead of a Defence Council meeting, Deputy Defence Minister Natthapon Narkpanich said he told the army to coordinate the visit. The purpose was to show them the impact on Thai civilians of the Cambodian military's actions. He said the order was issued the previous night, and it remains unclear which countries will participate. Thailand is also seeking Malaysia's cooperation to observe the situation. Addressing Cambodia's ceasefire violations along the border, Gen Natthapon said Thailand will lodge a formal protest.

Responding to Cambodia's denial of ceasefire violations, Gen Natthapon said such behaviour is consistent with Cambodia's past conduct. Gen Natthapon said both the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and armed forces have compiled evidence of Cambodian distortions, including aerial imagery and geospatial data from GISTDA and private sector sources. While this information will not be released at this stage, he said it will be presented during investigative proceedings to expose Cambodian misinformation.

Drone ban enforced across 14 provinces

In response to escalating border tensions, the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand has issued a strict ban on all drone flights within a 9-kilometre radius of airports and temporary landing zones in 14 provinces, including Trat, Chanthaburi, Sa Kaeo, and Ubon Ratchathani.

Violators face up to one year in prison, a fine of 40,000 baht, or both, said Rear Admiral Surasan Kongsiri, deputy spokesman of the Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters. A General Border Committee (GBC) meeting will be held on Aug 4, and Thailand would participate. The Thai side is awaiting a formal invitation from Cambodia. He said discussions held on Tuesday at the regional commander level resulted in a general agreement on the framework for dialogue and coordinated actions between military units on both sides.

Formal protest

Maratee Nalita Andamo, deputy spokeswowan of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said Thailand has submitted a letter of protest against the Cambodian ceasefire breach to the Malaysian Minister of Foreign Affairs, in Malaysia's capacity as Asean chair. The letter has also been sent to observer countries, including China and the United States, which participated in the ceasefire negotiations in Malaysia on Monday. Thai embassies and consulates worldwide are also taking an active role in clarifying the Thai-Cambodian border situation to the international community.
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                                The price index for vacant land in Greater Bangkok fell in the second quarter of 2025 after two consecutive quarterly increases, mainly attributed to the economic slowdown and the postponement of Bangkok's new city plan implementation to 2027.
According to the Real Estate Information Center (REIC), the vacant land price index in Greater Bangkok was 415 points in the second quarter of 2025, down 4.1% from the previous quarter.

The decline was partly driven by uncertainty over US economic policy, which has affected both global and Thai economic momentum.

Delaying the enforcement of Bangkok's fourth city plan revision from 2026 to 2027 also created more ambiguity over future land use, prompting many developers to postpone land banking decisions, noted REIC.

Land and building tax burdens have also raised landholding costs, leading some owners to gradually sell land to reduce expenses.

In response, some housing developers shifted investment to major regional cities and tourist hubs like Phuket, Chon Buri, Rayong, and Chiang Mai, causing land prices in Greater Bangkok to grow more slowly.

However, the year-on-year increase in Greater Bangkok's vacant land price index was 4.3%, down from a 6.2% rise in the first quarter.

Land demand in Bangkok's surrounding provinces remained strong, driven by new housing projects for middle- to high-income buyers, which has pushed land prices up.

The area in Muang Samut Prakan, Phra Pradaeng, and Phra Samut Chedi districts in Samut Prakan saw the highest land price surge year-on-year at 39.6%, especially along the Green Line (Samut Prakan-Bang Pu and Bearing-Samut Prakan sections).

The top five areas with the highest year-on-year land price growth were led by Muang Samut Prakan-Phra Pradaeng-Phra Samut Chedi, up 39.6%, due to continuous infrastructure expansion and convenient access to both the city and the Eastern Economic Corridor.

Second was Bang Kruai-Bang Yai-Bang Bua Thong-Sai Noi districts in Nonthaburi, with land prices up 38%. Third was Nakhon Pathom, where prices rose by 15.5%.

Fourth was Bang Phli-Bang Bo-Bang Sao Thong districts in Samut Prakan, up 15.4%. Fifth was Rat Burana-Bang Khun Thian-Thung Khru-Bang Bon-Chom Thong districts in Bangkok, with an 11% rise.

These changes reflected growing land demand in the outer zones, supported by motorway expansion and new mass transit lines.

In addition, land prices in these areas remained relatively affordable, making them attractive for low-rise residential development aligned with buyer affordability.

In contrast, available vacant land in the city centre was limited. Small plots carried high value, while mixed-use projects along mass transit lines had increased.

Developers holding land banks in the inner city locations have been delaying investment, waiting for market conditions to become more favourable.

Some were divesting land to ease pressure from debenture repayments, which may not be easily refinanced amid unfavourable market sentiment, said Pairoj Wattanavarodom, managing director of SET-listed Eastern Star Real Estate.

In the second quarter of 2025, the top five mass transit lines with the highest year-on-year land price increases were mostly those already in operation or under extension.

Top-ranked were the Green Line extensions (Samut Prakan-Bang Pu and Bearing-Samut Prakan), both with 39.6% year-on-year growth and indices of 331 and 326 points, respectively.

The highest increases occurred in Phra Samut Chedi, Phra Pradaeng, and Muang Samut Prakan areas.

Second was the Purple Line (Bang Yai-Tao Poon), with an index of 489 points and a 10.1% year-on-year increase. Key areas included Muang Nonthaburi, Bang Bua Thong, and Bang Yai.

Third was the BTS Sukhumvit Line, with an index of 470 points and an 8.8% year-on-year increase. Major growth areas were Phra Khanong, Wattana, and Bang Na districts.

Fourth was the Yellow Line (Lat Phrao-Samrong), with an index of 425 points and 8.5% year-on-year growth. Key growth areas were Wang Thonglang and Suan Luang districts.

Fifth were the MRT Blue Line and the Dark Red Line (Bang Sue-Hua Lamphong), with indices of 603 and 594 points, respectively. Both saw a 7.9% year-on-year land price increase, notably in Wattana and Huai Khwang districts.
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                                Chinese tourist arrivals have already passed their low point, and tour agents are showing renewed confidence in Thailand despite safety concerns fuelled by border conflicts and a recent market shooting, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).
TAT governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool said while concerns persist, the situation is showing signs of improvement as Chinese visitor arrivals appear to have passed their nadir.

Earlier this year, Chinese arrivals plunged to 5,600 per day, which marked the lowest point, said Ms Thapanee.

The Association of Thai Travel Agents (Atta) and TAT are holding a roadshow this week in Chongqing, Lanzhou and Hangzhou, China.

More than 50 Thai tourism operators are participating in business matching and promotional sessions with around 1,000 Chinese tour operators, hoping to lift travel confidence and stimulate chartered flight bookings to both main and second-tier cities in Thailand via the government's subsidy programme.

Speaking at the China roadshow, Ms Thapanee said arrivals now average 13,000-15,000 per day, still below the pre-pandemic level of 30,000, but improving steadily.

"Chongqing has more than 31 million residents and is our focus due to its strong purchasing power and direct air connections to Thailand. This aligns with our strategy to attract high-spending segments," she said.

Key challenges affecting Chinese tourism to Thailand remain with the lingering effects of Covid-19, the 2018 Phuket boat tragedy, and news reports on kidnapping scams.

The recent border issues with Cambodia and the Or Tor Kor shooting have also intensified scrutiny, said Ms Thapanee.

Despite these setbacks, Wang Qiang, deputy general manager of Chongqing Ruitu International Travel Agency, said tourism confidence remains intact.

"Most major tourist sites remain unaffected. We are seeing increasing interest in chartered flights to Samui and Trang," he said. "TAT subsidies are helpful, even if Vietnam's short-term incentives are more generous. In the long run, Chinese travellers still prefer Thailand for its charm, variety, natural beauty, and better infrastructure."

Mr Wang said the rise of Gen Z travellers is another key factor, as they are well-informed and research everything from online sources, pushing them to adapt.

To support the recovery, the TAT launched the "Thailand Summer Blast -- China & Overseas Market Stimulus Plan", allocating 750 million baht to subsidise up to 1,000 chartered flights from Chinese and other cities from July 2025 to July 2026.

Airlines receive 350,000 baht per flight to bring tourists to major cities including Bangkok, Phuket, Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Pattaya (via U-tapao), Krabi and Koh Samui.

Sake Nopthaisong, consul-general at the Thai consulate in Chengdu, acknowledged the impact of human trafficking concerns.

"China has been grappling with scams and trafficking. Some individuals sought refuge in Thailand, leading to perceptions that Thailand was involved. We've worked closely with Chinese authorities to return those individuals, reaffirming our commitment to safety and cooperation," he said.

Li Pei, deputy manager of Qian You Trip, an outbound agency, said the recent viral news about the Or Tor Kor incident was a concern.

"We plan to resume new tour promotions in October, after things settle down," she said.

As of July 27, Thailand recorded 19 million foreign arrivals this year generating 880 billion baht.

China topped the list with 2.63 million visitors, followed by Malaysia (2.62 million), India (1.35 million), Russia (1.1 million) and South Korea (881,288).
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                                The border closures with Cambodia have affected land transport, leading to a shift towards shipping via alternative routes, says the commerce minister.
Commerce Minister Jatuporn Buruspat said the border conflict between Thailand and Cambodia and checkpoint closures along the border have snarled land transport and logistics previously reliant on routes through Cambodia to reach Vietnam.

In response, businesses have turned to alternative solutions, leveraging sea transport and alternative land routes via Laos.

The number of shipping lines servicing shipments to Cambodia has increased, while freight costs have fallen.

However, over the past week businesses have become concerned about the potential risks associated with the border clashes, prompting many to temporarily halt their trading activities, said Mr Jatuporn.

He said if the border closures continue, there is a risk Thai products in Cambodia could be replaced by imports from other countries.

To counter this, the ministry is exploring other markets to mitigate potential risk.

Mr Jatuporn said the border closures have also impacted Thai investments in Cambodia.

According to the Department of Foreign Trade (DFT), the value of Thailand's border trade with Cambodia tallied 80.7 billion baht, representing growth of 11.2% year-on-year, during the first five months of this year. Thailand's exports rose by 9% to 63.1 billion baht and imports expanded by 20% to 17.7 billion baht.

In May, Thailand's border trade exports with Cambodia grew by 7% to 16.1 billion baht and imports increased by 6.2% to 12.9 billion baht.

Trade in June is expected to have decreased due to checkpoint closures since June 7, which suspended the movement of people, some commerce, and both Thai and foreign tourism, said Mr Jatuporn.

The DFT previously estimated if the checkpoints remain closed until the end of the year, Thailand would lose border trade worth more than 60 billion baht with Cambodia.

He directed provincial commerce offices in the seven Thai provinces adjacent to Cambodia to monitor product availability and pricing to avert shortages and prevent price gouging.

High-demand essentials such as instant noodles, canned fish, mosquito repellent spray, and diapers for children and adults are being replenished through collaboration with retailers, alongside ongoing inventory management strategies.

Mr Jatuporn presided over the World Tapioca Conference 2025 Wednesday in Bangkok. The event attracted more than 1,000 participants from Thailand and other countries, including industry leaders and importers.

During the conference, Thai producers and exporters signed memoranda of understanding with international importers to sell more than 1.48 million tonnes of tapioca products worth roughly 10.9 billion baht.

The agreements are expected to utilise 3.57 million tonnes of local fresh cassava roots.

In 2024, Thailand's tapioca exports totalled 6.47 million tonnes, generating revenue of more than 110 billion baht.

In the first half of this year, exports tallied 5.02 million tonnes, a 39.4% year-on-year increase, but the export value dropped by 11.1% to 54.6 billion baht, primarily due to lower global tapioca prices.

The ministry will continue to implement marketing strategies throughout the year to achieve its tapioca export target of 7.5 million tonnes, said Mr Jatuporn.
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                  State earns weak marks for messaging during tension                

                              

                                Social media platforms in Thailand recorded 2.6 million messages in July about Thailand-Cambodia border tensions, with Facebook, YouTube and X, formerly called Twitter, the top three channels. 
However, communication executives said government officials still fail to effectively communicate during crises and amid cyberwarfare.

According to Kla Tangsuwan, chief executive of Wisesight, a social media analytics firm, the dispute generated total engagement of 606 million messages on Thai social media last month, with peak engagement on July 24 with 129 million messages.

The 2023 general election only generated 1.42 million messages and 95.2 million engagements over a one-month span, noted Wisesight.

The border dispute produced twice the volume of messages as the general election and five times the engagement.

"We detect spam and there are a lot of messages from bots using the Cambodian language," said Mr Kla.

"It's starting to become a misinformation operation, manipulating people across the country and making them doubt what's real on both sides of the dispute." 

There is no Thai special communications centre on the border tension, unlike for other major events such as the coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic or the 7.7-magnitude earthquake that struck central Myanmar on March 28, 2025.

Thailand needs to communicate facts without opinion to international media and adopt a proactive approach rather than reactive responses, he said.

The country needs to demonstrate facts with evidence, build public awareness with verified and emotionally-resonant communication, and adopt a fair and transparent international communication approach, he said.

[image: ]

Pawat Ruangdejworachai, chief executive of Media Intelligence Group, said earlier in the week Thailand's reactive, timid messaging has allowed the "other side" to build sustained momentum through low-cost, emotionally charged media, targeting bottom-tier audiences.

Cambodian messages focus on volume over quality, flooding the conversation with gossip, he said.

"When the opposing side communicates, it sometimes dilutes trust in Thailand among international stakeholders," said Mr Pawat. 

Mana Treelayapewat, a lecturer in communication at the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, said the government's crisis communication efforts have been insufficient as it needs better coordination and timely, clear messages to relevant stakeholders. 

This situation requires a dedicated, centralised "war room" to manage messaging, counter misinformation, and present a unified voice across government, military and media channels, he said. 

When only fragmented information is released, confusion and rumours thrive, said Mr Mana.

Thais tend to amplify and share what they hear, while opposing actors exploit the vacuum to release their own narratives, he said, which is why government spokespeople must communicate clearly, credibly and in multiple languages.

Counter-narratives must clarify and correct information consistently, as the online world moves faster than official updates, said Mr Mana.

He said the Government Public Relations Department (PRD) must have intense coordination with key ministries, developing a unified crisis communication command centre to coordinate with the media, adversaries, and the public. 

"Thailand already has the facts -- it just needs the structure and speed to communicate them effectively," said Mr Mana.
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                  Cambodian power deal to be cancelled                

                Thai utility cites legal requirement after Phnom Penh disconnected line carrying power from Thailand
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Officers patrol in the Chong Bok area of Ubon Ratchathani, along the disputed border with Cambodia, after fresh mines were discovered near a blast crater from a previous explosion. (Photo: Royal Thai Army)]
                                              
                          Officers patrol in the Chong Bok area of Ubon Ratchathani, along the disputed border with Cambodia, after fresh mines were discovered near a blast crater from a previous explosion. (Photo: Royal Thai Army)                        

                                          

                  

                                The Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA), a Thai government power distribution arm, is preparing to terminate a power purchase agreement with Cambodia following the disconnection of electricity transmission to the neighbouring country during the current territorial dispute.
The termination is legally required after Thailand stopped supplying electricity to Cambodia days before a Thai soldier stepped on a landmine while he and his group were on patrol along the border in the Chong Bok area of Nam Yuen district in Ubon Ratchathani on July 16.

"We asked the Cambodian Embassy through the National Security Council to confirm that the authority can terminate the contract," said Mongkol Treekijjanon, the PEA governor.

The state utility now plans to distribute 50 megawatts of electricity previously sold to Cambodia to serve demand from users in Thailand.

During the clashes between Thai and Cambodian soldiers, PEA power distribution facilities, including electricity poles and cables, were damaged by shrapnel, resulting in power outages in some areas near the border, said Mr Mongkol.

Up to 90% of the facilities were repaired, he said.

Marginal decrease in power bills

In a related development, the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) has announced that a new power tariff of 3.95 baht a kilowatt-hour (unit) will be used for electricity bill calculation between September and December.

Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga had indicated earlier that the tariff would be cut slightly from 3.98 baht a unit, which is applicable until the end of August.

"We are able to reduce the power tariff because the prices of imported liquefied natural gas [LNG](are expected to decrease," said Poonpat Leesombatpiboon, the ERC secretary-general.

Gas makes up 60% of fuels used for power generation in Thailand. The country needs to import more costly LNG as cheaper domestic gas supplies are on the decline.

Part of all power bills must be reimbursed to the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) to help it clear a loss of 66 billion baht, which stems from past electricity price subsidy programmes.

If the power tariff remains unchanged at 3.98 baht a unit, the rate would be only enough to pay back part of Egat's debt, worth 7.07 billion baht, the ERC said earlier.
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                  Hoteliers take a hit from border clash                

                Seven Thai border provinces bearing the brunt
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                                The tourism industry in the seven provinces along the Thai-Cambodian border has been decimated by recent clashes, with a 100% cancellation rate in most areas, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).
The Thai Hotels Association (THA) has reported the cancellation of 4,085 room nights, while new bookings for the coming high season remain slower than usual.

THA president Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun said the cancellations occurred quickly once the clashes started escalating on July 24.

Of the total cancellations reported by members, 1,881 room nights were cancelled directly as a result of the border unrest, while new bookings over the past week totalled 6,835 room nights.

The association plans to reassess the impact of the dispute in a few days, as the number of hotels surveyed was limited and the conflict between the two countries still hasn't been fully resolved.

Mr Thienprasit said the recovery rate of hotels this week was uneven, as some hotels could not secure healthy forward bookings. The main concerns lie with Asian markets, which are more sensitive to security issues.

"The dispute between Thailand and Cambodia should not affect individual travellers who book via online platforms, as they're able to cancel or postpone their bookings if the situation requires," he said. "We estimate this event should not have a significant impact on the upcoming high season."

TAT governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool said the seven provinces experienced varying levels of impact. Among those recording a 100% room cancellation rate from tour groups were Ubon Ratchathani, Si Sa Ket, and Aranyaprathet district in Sa Kaeo.

She said tourists refrained from visiting those areas, but some hotels received new bookings from donors visiting evacuation camps, as well as media personnel, allowing them to maintain a 50-70% occupancy rate.

Ms Thapanee said Buri Ram, which had a 70% cancellation rate, closed its famous attractions such as Phanom Rung Historical Park and Prasat Muang Tam Historical Park, while Chang International Circuit postponed all activities throughout the past week.

Surin and Chanthaburi reported 80% cancellations and postponements from tour groups and individual travellers in the area, she said.

Ms Thapanee said most room bookings in Trat, particularly along the border, had been cancelled or postponed, including on the three islands: Koh Chang, Koh Mak and Koh Kut.

The cancellation rate on Koh Chang and Koh Mak was 30%, while Koh Kut recorded a 50-60% cancellation rate.
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                  Malaysia set to unveil US trade deal after Trump-Anwar call                

                Leaders discuss tariff rate below 20%
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                                Malaysia is set to announce a trade deal with the United States after US President Donald Trump and his Malaysian counterpart Anwar Ibrahim spoke by telephone. 
Malaysia and the US had discussed a tariff rate below 20%, said people familiar with the plan, asking not to be identified because the talks are private. The call lasted about 20 minutes, they added.

Anwar said in a speech to parliament he discussed tariffs with Trump in a call on Thursday morning. The Malaysian leader added Trump would announce the levy for goods from his country on Friday, without offering details on what the level might be. 

The US president had threatened to impose a 25% levy on Malaysian goods unless a deal was reached by Friday. The agreement follows other deals reached in Asia -- with goods from the Philippines and Indonesia facing tariffs of 19%, and Vietnam 20%. 

Spokespeople at Anwar's office and Malaysia's Ministry of Investment, Trade and Industry didn't immediately respond to requests for comment.

The threat of steeper tariffs has weighed on Malaysia's trade-reliant economy, leading the central bank to cut its growth forecast for 2025 to a range of 4% to 4.8%. Bank Negara Malaysia also lowered interest rates in July by a quarter point to preemptively support the economy.
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                  China's Shenzhen, Guangzhou airports hit record highs - surpass pre-Covid passenger levels                
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                                Passenger traffic at airports across China's Greater Bay Area continued to rise in the first half of 2025, with Guangzhou and Shenzhen leading the region's aviation rebound.
Guangzhou's Baiyun Airport handled 40.04 million passengers during the period, up 9.2% year on year, while Shenzhen's Baoan Airport served 32.55 million - a 10.8% increase, according to figures released by the two airports. Both have now surpassed their pre-pandemic highs.

International traffic at both airports also surged, partly due to China's expanded visa-free entry policy. Baiyun logged over 8.18 million inbound and outbound passengers - up 22.9% year on year - while Baoan saw more than 3.05 million, a 30.7% increase from a year earlier.

In contrast, Hong Kong International Airport reported that it handled 29.4 million passengers in the first half of 2025, a 16.5% year-on-year increase - but still short of the 37.8 million recorded during the same period in 2019.

Analysts said the performance of the Greater Bay Area's airport cluster was driven by the region's economic dynamism and improved connectivity.

"The rapid growth in passenger volumes at Guangzhou and Shenzhen reflects the vibrant business activity in the cities as well as strong demand from mainland tourists to the areas," said David Wong, a lecturer at Hang Seng University in Hong Kong, who has researched the link between air transport and regional development.

"Meanwhile, Hong Kong airport's competitiveness in attracting both international and mainland passengers has weakened compared to previous years, with its market share in the GBA aviation sector under pressure."

Still, the city retained its edge as an international aviation hub. It remained the world's busiest cargo airport in 2024, handling 4.3 million tonnes, according to Airports Council International - a title it has held for fourteen consecutive years.

It was also ranked in the top 10 globally for international passenger traffic - the only airport in the Greater Bay Area to make the list.

But compared to earlier targets, the pace of growth for major regional airports continues to fall short of expectations.

In 2018, for instance, Guangzhou's airport aimed to surpass 100 million annual passengers by 2025 - a target that now looks increasingly out of reach.

Meanwhile, although Guangzhou and Hong Kong airports were designed to accommodate a combined total of 120 million passengers annually, both continue to operate below capacity.

Looking ahead, growth across the cluster could face headwinds.

Wong cautioned that rising geopolitical uncertainties - particularly the China-US trade war - have slowed the flow of foreign capital and international talent, posing challenges to the Greater Bay Area's ambition to become a world-class international aviation hub.
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                  Thailand expects US tariff details 'within 24 hours'                

                Thai finance minister responds to US official's claim that trade deal is done
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                                Thailand expects to learn details of new US import tariffs "within 24 hours", Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said on Thursday morning.
Responding to reports quoting US Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick as saying that a trade deal had been concluded, Mr Pichai said Thailand was still working "a little bit more" on details with Washington.

"Don't make me say anything just yet. There's just a little bit more that I need to get back (to the US) about," he said in response to a query from Reuters.

Mr Lutnick said earlier that the United States had reached trade agreements with Cambodia and Thailand, days after they agreed to a ceasefire at President Donald Trump's urging after deadly clashes along their disputed border.

"And you know what we did today? We made trade deals with Cambodia and Thailand," Lutnick said on Wednesday night in an interview with Sean Hannity on Fox News. He did not elaborate before the interview ended.

The White House and the Commerce Department did not immediately respond to requests for further details. 

Trump had used trade talks as a cudgel to bring both countries to the negotiating table, threatening that Washington would not reach agreements with either as long as the fighting continued.

After the ceasefire was confirmed, Trump called leaders in both countries and told his trade team to restart talks.

Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, acting as interim prime minister, said Mr Trump had personally called him following successful Thai-Cambodian conflict negotiations in Malaysia.

Me Phumtham said Trump expressed admiration for Thailand's diplomatic efforts and signalled satisfaction with Thailand's handling of regional tensions, adding that the US leader promised to manage the tariff issue "in the best possible way", although no specific details were disclosed.

Seeking equal treatment

Both Thailand and Cambodia have been facing the prospect of a 36% US tariff on their goods. That would put them at a heavy disadvantage against regional neighbours facing rates of 20-25%.

Mr Pichai has expressed optimism that the final figure for Thailand will be around 20%.

"The Thai negotiating team is working diligently and thoroughly on every aspect, including trade data, international law, impacts on production, exports and economic security," the minister said in a post on X on Thursday.

"We have proposed conditions acceptable to Thailand, with the goal of protecting the country's best interests. We have thoroughly analysed the US demands.

"Although the outcome is not yet clear, I assure you that the Thai team will never sit by idly or compromise easily.

"If the results fall short, I hope everyone understands we did our absolute best," he wrote.

Mr Pichai said that the goods for which Thailand seeks tariff relief are not new, as many are already covered under existing free trade agreements (FTAs).

He clarified that Thailand is merely adding the US to its trade network. Some US products, such as those Thailand cannot produce or is under-supplied with, are already on the import list.

He also highlighted the importance of tackling non-tariff barriers, noting that even if the US doesn't formally request it, Thailand must reform regulatory delays to stay globally competitive.

"We must prepare for a new trading landscape. Regardless of the outcome, we've acted with integrity, and we're ready to adapt," Mr Pichai concluded

Saturday is the deadline Trump has set for America's trading partners to reach agreements. The US announced late Wednesday that it had reached an accord with South Korea that would impose a 15% tariff on imports.

Trump also said he would impose a 25% levy on Indian goods starting on Friday and threatened an additional penalty over the country's energy purchases from Russia.
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                                WASHINGTON - Time is running short for governments to strike deals with Washington to avert tariff hikes that Donald Trump has vowed against dozens of economies -- and the US president continues to expand his trade wars.
As the clock ticked down on a Friday deadline for higher levies to take effect on goods from various trading partners, Trump announced a trade deal with South Korea and separate duties on Brazilian and Indian imports.

He also signed an order on Wednesday to impose previously-threatened 50% tariffs on certain copper products and end a tariff exemption for low-value shipments from abroad.

The tariff hikes due Friday were initially announced in April as part of a package where Trump slapped a 10% levy on goods from almost all trading partners -- citing unfair trade practices.

This rate was set to rise to varying levels for dozens of economies like the European Union, Japan and others, but Washington twice postponed their implementation as financial markets gyrated.

So far, Britain, Vietnam, Japan, Indonesia, the Philippines, the European Union and South Korea have reached initial deals with Washington to secure less punishing conditions.

While the United States and China earlier slapped escalating tariffs on each other's products, both sides are working to further a truce maintaining duties at lower levels.

'Big day'

But Trump has been pushing ahead in his efforts to reshape global trade.

The US leader insisted on Wednesday that the Aug 1 deadline "will not be extended" any further.

In a Truth Social post, he vowed that this would be "a big day for America."

Although Trump has promised a surge in government revenues from his duties, economists warn that higher tariffs can fuel an uptick in inflation and weigh on economic growth. This could change consumption patterns.

Already, consumers face an overall average effective tariff rate that is the highest since the 1930s, according to a recent analysis by The Budget Lab at Yale University.

The effect on consumer prices has been limited so far. But analysts cautioned this could become more pronounced as businesses run down on existing inventory and pass on more costs to buyers.

Tariff blitz, delays

Among Trump's latest announcements were a 25% duty on Indian goods to begin Friday -- slightly lower than previously threatened -- after talks between Washington and New Delhi failed to bring about a trade pact.

India would face an unspecified "penalty" over purchases of Russian weapons and energy as well, Trump said.

He also unveiled a 50% tariff on Brazilian goods, saying its government's policies and actions threaten US national security.

But he delayed its implementation from Friday to Aug 6 and crucially exempted many products from the prohibitive levy, including orange juice, civil aircraft, iron ore and some energy products.

Trump inked an order too for a 50% tariff to kick in Friday on goods like copper pipes and wiring, making good on an earlier vow to impose these duties.

But the levy, which came after a Commerce Department probe on national security grounds, was less sweeping than anticipated.

It left out products like copper ores, concentrates and cathodes, bringing some relief to industry.

Meanwhile, Seoul landed a deal with Trump in which South Korean products would face a 15% tariff when entering the US -- significantly below a 25% level threatened.
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                                WASHINGTON - President Donald Trump said Wednesday that the United States will impose a 15 percent tariff on imports from South Korea, as he touted a "full and complete trade deal" between both countries.
"South Korea will give to the United States $350 Billion Dollars for Investments," Trump said in a post on his Truth Social platform, adding that the country would buy $100 billion in liquefied natural gas or other energy products.

The 15 percent rate is below a 25 percent rate that Trump had threatened earlier, and was equivalent to levies determined from US trade deals with Japan and the European Union.

Trump added that an additional unspecified "large sum of money" will be invested by Seoul.

"This sum will be announced within the next two weeks when the President of South Korea, Lee Jae Myung, comes to the White House for a Bilateral Meeting," Trump said, offering congratulations to his South Korean counterpart for his "electoral success."

- 'Overcome a major hurdle' -

The meeting will be their first since Lee assumed the presidency in June.

In a statement posted to Facebook, Lee called the deal "the first major trade challenge" since his administration took power, adding: "We have overcome a major hurdle."

"Through this deal, the government has eliminated uncertainty surrounding export conditions and ensured that US tariffs on our exports are either lower than or equal to those imposed on our major trade competitors," Lee said.

Lee was elected in a snap vote last month following the impeachment of his predecessor, Yoon Suk Yeol, over his disastrous martial law declaration in December.

Now at the helm of Asia's fourth-largest economy, which is heavily reliant on exports, the trade deal marks an early victory for Lee's tenure.

"This agreement represents the convergence of US interests in revitalizing its manufacturing sector and our determination to strengthen Korean companies' competitiveness in the American market," Lee's statement continued.

Since returning to the White House in January, Trump has imposed a sweeping 10 percent tariff on allies and competitors alike -- with rates set to increase for dozens of economies on August 1 -- alongside steeper levels on steel, aluminum and autos.

In contrast with the 15 percent tariff for South Korea, Trump on Wednesday also placed 25 percent tariffs on imports from India and 50 percent on those from Brazil.

The latter rate was determined in part as retaliation for what Trump has called a "witch hunt" against his far-right ally Jair Bolsonaro, Brazil's former president who is currently undergoing a criminal trial.
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                                A majority of National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) board members on Wednesday dismissed a proposal from consumer protection groups that it should add more conditions to its announcement regarding the criteria and procedures for the spectrum licensing auction that took place on June 29.
The proposal was supported by several parties, particularly the Thailand Consumer Council, which previously called for the regulator to include a clearer penalty in cases where bid winners fail to expand their networks to cover the population in specified areas within five years, as well as setting a daily fine rate for improper service quality and tariffs.

The proposal related to criteria and procedures for awarding of the 850MHz, 1500MHz, 2100MHz, and 2300MHz bands. NBTC chairman Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck said four NBTC commissioners including himself abstained from voting, while three voted in favour of adding the conditions as proposed by consumer groups. The three in favour were Pirongrong Ramasoota, AM Thanapant Raicharoen, and Suphat Suphachalasai.

NBTC commissioner Sompop Purivigraipong, who is responsible for telecom sector, said in the meeting that the existing law already allows the NBTC to take administrative action or impose additional penalties, if licensees fail to comply.

NBTC also has a policy of strictly controlling net tariff caps and value-added services.

An NBTC source who requested anonymity said the proposal says that if a licensee fails to provide service coverage to more than 90% of the population in each sub-district within five years, they will be required to pay a daily penalty of 0.05% of the highest bid price for the duration of the delay.

This condition was previously implemented between 2012 and 2019, and was not added to the 2025 announcement for the latest auction, although the announcement allows the committee to set the penalty fee later.

Advanced Wireless Network Company Limited bagged three sets of 2100MHz spectrum by offering 14.85 billion baht. True Move H Universal Communication Co Ltd grabbed seven sets of 2300MHz spectrum by offering 21.77 billion baht, and four sets of 1500MHz spectrum, valued at 4.653 billion baht.

Both companies paid the first 50% of their spectrum payments on July 29.
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                                Wedding tourism presents a significant opportunity to attract foreign direct investment (FDI) from India into Thailand, given the strong business ties between the two countries, according to HSBC.
The bank sees growing FDI potential across Asia, particularly between India and Thailand, supported by the positive momentum in the economic corridor linking the two nations.

Thailand's strong economic fundamentals, robust infrastructure and skilled labour force are key factors drawing Indian investors, said Hitendra Dave, chief executive of HSBC India, during his recent visit to HSBC Thailand.

Wedding tourism is a key segment offering significant opportunities for Indian investors in Thailand, as the wedding industry is India's second-largest sector after the IT industry.

Coupled with Thailand's established strength in tourism, the country has become a favoured destination for Indian weddings.

"The wedding industry in India is massive and drives significant spending. Many Indian couples choose to celebrate their weddings in Thailand, which is a leading destination for international travellers, including Indians," Mr Dave said.

Given this trend, Thailand has an opportunity to promote its tourism potential to India -- especially in the wedding tourism segment -- which can help attract greater FDI from Indian investors, he said.

In 2024, Thailand welcomed around 2.1 million Indian tourists, making India the third-largest source of international visitors to the country.

Beyond tourism, Thailand's financial services sector also draws Indian FDI, especially in areas such as financial innovation and fintech services. India is a competitive player in these sectors and is well-positioned to export its innovations to the Thai market.

Several Thai manufacturing industries also attract Indian investment, particularly in renewable energy. India is a global leader in clean energy and is exploring business-to-business opportunities in Thailand, according to Mr Dave.

He said India's robust economic growth would create greater opportunities for Thai outbound investment, particularly in sectors where Thailand has strong capabilities such as automotive, electronics, and food and beverage.

"With a total population of 1.4 billion -- largely young and increasingly affluent -- India is poised to drive consumption and economic growth over the next 10 to 20 years," said Mr Dave.

According to HSBC, in the first quarter of 2025 India's GDP grew by 7.4% year-on-year, up from 6.4% in the previous quarter. The bank projects India's economic growth for the full year to be around 6.5%, making it the fastest-growing major economy globally.

Amid heightened global uncertainties, including those caused by US tariffs, Mr Dave said India offers greater opportunities for Thai businesses seeking new markets. With its strong growth potential, the Indian economy continues to attract FDI from around the world, particularly from Fortune 500 companies.

Giorgio Gamba, chief executive of HSBC Thailand, said HSBC India and HSBC Thailand stand ready to support clients with both outbound and inbound investments under the economic corridor framework between the two countries.

HSBC is also committed to helping clients explore new opportunities amid global uncertainties, he said.
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        Info now the key weapon
        The cyberattacks launched to complement Cambodian information operations (IO) have again exposed the weak cybersecurity policy in Thailand. The government must be more proactive in defending the country's online spaces, or risk losing control of the ever-more-important flow of information during times of crisis.
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        Missing pieces in clean power bid
        Two missing pieces in Thailand's clean energy sector cast doubt on whether Thailand can reach its ambitious goals of achieving carbon neutrality by 2050 and net-zero emissions by 2065.

      

      
        WTO at 30 after decades of challenges
        When I sat down to write an article "WTO at 10" for a commemorative book for the occasion in 2005, little did I know of the huge challenges the WTO and the multilateral trading system would have to confront in the following two decades.
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        The coordinated chorus of despair by Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin "Bibi" Netanyahu, US President Donald Trump and their various henchpersons and flacks was quite impressive. The message was that everybody should stop hoping for a negotiated peace. Mr Netanyahu has stared Mr Trump down once again, and the four-month pantomime search for a new ceasefire in Gaza is at an end.
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																The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) in conjunction with the Interior Ministry, recently launched the "Sukhumvit model," an initiative to improve safety, public order and quality of life in the key central business district of the city, covering Watthana and Klong Toey districts.
The initiative, designed as a sandbox, kicked off this month with media fanfare. Most media channels ran footage featuring an inspection walk by Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt, who was accompanied by deputy governor Wisanu Subsompon, Deputy Interior Minister Theerarat Samrejvanich and other officials.

The inspection route stretched from Sukhumvit Soi 39 to Soi 3 in Watthana district, including the Asok intersection, to sois 4-24 in Klong Toey district, more than 5 kilometres in total. At a glance, the idea seems noteworthy and intriguing. But looking deep into the initiative, the mission largely involves routine works, such as boosts to public safety, quality of life and better traffic control.

The BMA is working with at least eight eight core agencies, including the Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA), the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) and the Department of Land Transport (DLT) on the idea.

Mr Chadchart mentioned recurring issues such as illegal cannabis sales, drug trafficking, homelessness, unauthorised street vending and unlicensed taxis. Other problems he raised were loud tuk-tuk noises, parking violations, poor street lighting, limited CCTV coverage, broken sidewalks which, in his own words, "are not isolated issues. They reflect on the city's image and affect everyday life.''

However, by formulating it as an initiative for Sukhumvit, a question comes up: is there any place in Bangkok where such crucial problems can be tolerated or compromised? Presumably, no.

Needless to say, Sukhumvit Road has many embassies, upper crust residences and big corporates. Of course, the Sukhumvit enclave is also an economic lifeline of the city, but focusing on this area could give an impression that people who live in other areas or on the other side of Bangkok deserve a lower standard of service. So, what is the use of promoting the initiative for Sukhumvit alone?

Some policies, like indiscriminately clearing street vending without related measures to ease impact, may also backfire. It's a fact that street vendors provide affordable food for workers in the central business district. The BMA cannot solely take aim at city aesthetics without thinking about other impacts, or providing alternatives. After all, street vendors are part of the city's development. What the city administration should do is to find places for them. It need not be "either or" choices all the time.

Despite his good intentions, Mr Chadchart, who wants to run for another term as Bangkok governor, needs to ensure all district offices do their jobs relentlessly well without waiting for the outcome of the Sukhumvit Model. If not, it could prove a mere PR stunt. Hopefully, he will prove that it's not.
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																In 1979, Harvard University professor and American sociologist, the late Ezra Vogel, published a book that became a runaway bestseller in both Japan and the United States. While most commentators at the time focused on its eye-catching main title, Japan as Number One, the subtitle was equally compelling: Lessons for America.
Vogel at times joked that his book had sold for the wrong reasons. He had tried to understand and explain the societal forces behind Japan's economic miracle, but an even stronger motivation had been his alarm at America's decline. He thought it was Japanese society as a whole that carried lessons for America.

Living in Japan, I find myself periodically revisiting Vogel's book, reflecting on its ongoing relevance for our times. As America moves in directions unknown to its allies, enemies and maybe even to itself, what lessons might he have drawn for Japan today?

He would start with a reality check of Japan's deep-rooted challenges: a region fraught with geopolitical tensions, the constant risk of large-scale natural disasters, an ageing and declining population and other woes.

Yet he would also be the first to remind of Japan's strengths, such as its peace credentials, its resilient democracy and rule of law, its educated population, its safety, world-class cultural traditions and public institutions.

In light of the political and societal changes unfolding in the United States, however, I believe there are at least three immediate areas where Japan needs to significantly speed up its transformation. These are in peace diplomacy, higher education, and environmental sustainability.

How can Japan maintain its peace credentials in a period of increasing security threats and a military buildup in the region? How can it ensure its own protection and safeguard alliances, while at the same time preserving the Peace Constitution's legacy? How can it control a rising military budget without damaging the country's social fabric at a time of competing national expenditures?

My peace activist friends in Hiroshima often criticise their government for not providing meaningful leadership in nuclear disarmament negotiations. On the other hand, considering Japan is under the nuclear umbrella of the United States, the government's stance is bound to be, at best, a difficult balancing act.

Despite such constraints, Japan can do more to articulate its own unique and genuine vision of peace. Tokyo remains far too deferential to Washington. As times change, the world needs a more independent expression of what Japan means when it says peace.

As to higher education, Japanese universities lag significantly in global rankings, with its best performer, the University of Tokyo, currently at around 28th. Despite decades of policies to consolidate and internationalise, the sector struggles to attract foreign talent.

Japan's affordable higher education and attractive culture and society could be strong draws for international students, particularly at a time when many worry about the US administration's policies on student visas and unsettling moves to muzzle academic freedoms.

Yet language barriers and a lack of professional opportunities for foreign graduates remain daunting. I have worked with many bright students in Japan who ultimately, and reluctantly, left the country after graduation to settle elsewhere.

This is a great loss. Japan needs to attract and keep foreign graduates and young professionals, helping them integrate much more easily. Language acquisition is key.

Finally, it is clear that the current US administration has decided to abdicate its environmental leadership role. Japan can step in to fill the gap but currently punches far below its weight: in a 2024 OECD survey of 30 countries, Japan ranked 23rd in sustainability.

Despite technological prowess and a vast potential for renewable energy from geothermal, solar, and tidal sources, it is still highly dependent on fossil fuels for its energy needs.

While ordinary citizens diligently sort out the mountains of plastic waste the country produces, groundbreaking innovation in waste management or the circular economy still seem in the distant future. Efforts to decarbonise infrastructure and promote green architecture lag, and the promised green revolution advances more at a crawl.

For a country that seamlessly marries high-end technology with mottainai and wabi-sabi traditions, Japan is a natural source of leadership in addressing environmental threats. It should seize the chance.

Eighty years after the war Japan has overcome many challenges, but it cannot remain as it is. To paraphrase the main character in The Leopard by author Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa, "For things to remain the same, everything must change." Kyodo News



Nassrine Azimi, a co-founder of a global initiative called Green Legacy Hiroshima, was an original member of the UN Institute for Training and Research and served as the first director of its Hiroshima Office.
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																Thailand's economy is losing momentum. Growth rates have steadily declined, from 7.2% in 2012 to just 1.9% in 2023. Without a new vision for development, the country faces the real possibility of becoming stuck in permanent stagnation. The absence of bold leadership and structural reform has left Thailand vulnerable, while its regional peers -- Singapore, China, and South Korea -- surge ahead. These countries have demonstrated that visionary and compassionate leadership, combined with political reform and good governance, can transform the economic fortunes of an entire nation.
Thailand does not lack rhetoric. For years, it has emphasised the need for public sector reform and established the Office of the Public Sector Development Commission to advance this agenda. In 2014, the military seized power under the pretext of initiating political reform. That justification resonated with some citizens who believed Thailand needed a new direction. A decade after, the promised reform remains elusive. Corruption persists. The bureaucracy is bloated and opaque. The economy is sluggish. In the time it has taken Thailand to go nowhere, Estonia, a once impoverished post-Soviet republic, has leveraged digital governance to catapult itself into the ranks of high-income nations.

This contrast is stark. Estonia embraced digital transformation with urgency and purpose. It rebuilt its public administration around digital tools, not only to improve efficiency but also to reduce corruption, increase citizen trust, and enhance economic competitiveness. Citizens can now vote, pay taxes, and access most public services online. Government agencies are accountable and interoperable. What Estonia achieved in a little over a decade, Thailand has failed to match in nearly double the time.

Thailand still has a chance to change course. However, it must begin by acknowledging a harsh truth: the current system is flawed. Political inertia, bureaucratic self-interest, and a culture of impunity persistently hinder reform. Digital technology, if properly harnessed, offers a path forward. It can enhance transparency by leaving a digital footprint, an auditable trail that deters irregularities, bribery, and venality. It reduces transaction costs, speeds up service delivery, and creates an environment conducive to investment and innovation. In short, digital governance offers a shortcut to economic efficiency and integrity.

Thailand must avoid a common trap. It cannot afford to rely on imported platforms or rent-seeking global tech firms whose priority is not national development but profit. There is no one-size-fits-all digital solution. The bureaucratic culture, legal system, and political institutions of Thailand differ greatly from those of the countries that produce these platforms. Blindly adopting external systems often leads to incompatibility, dependency, and wasted investment. Instead, Thailand must invest in its own digital infrastructure and capacity, drawing on the rich pool of talent in its universities and research institutes.

In this regard, Thailand's bureaucratic landscape poses a serious challenge. As world-renowned scholars, such as Fred W Riggs, have noted, the public sector operates within a highly compartmentalised and legalistic administrative tradition. Each agency functions under its own laws and regulations, creating institutional silos that discourage cooperation and shield internal processes from scrutiny. This fragmented governance structure fosters opacity and territoriality; outsiders, including reform advocates and even other state bodies, are often unwelcome in the internal affairs of public agencies. As a result, technological systems designed for transparency can be blocked, diluted, or redirected to serve the narrow interests of specific institutions.

Thailand's procurement process is an instructive example. Although the introduction of the electronic auction system was intended to curb corruption and promote competition, its efficacy has been undermined. When reference prices are not kept confidential, the auction loses its integrity. In many high-value projects, the difference between the lowest and next lowest bids amounts to only a few thousand baht -- a signal of collusion rather than true competition. Such systematic flaws explain how civil servants can accumulate inexplicably large fortunes. One high-profile case involved a senior official found with over a billion baht in cash at home, which was discovered due to a robbery. The lesson is clear: unless the internal architecture of governance is reformed, no digital solution -- foreign or domestic -- can function as intended.

Canada offers an instructive contrast. Despite being a technologically advanced country, it avoids excessive reliance on software from neighbouring nations that may alter or restrict access for commercial reasons. It upholds digital sovereignty, ensuring that public systems serve public goals. Thailand should do the same, developing platforms that reflect its own needs, values, and administrative logic, rather than outsourcing its future to foreign firms.

Digital governance reform cannot come from empty slogans or ceremonial pilot projects. It requires leadership that is both visionary and ethical -- leaders who see beyond electoral cycles and personal gain. It also demands structural changes that make progress sustainable: merit-based recruitment, performance accountability, and legal safeguards against the abuse of digital systems. To achieve this, however, Thailand must overcome two formidable obstacles: the lack of political will and institutional inertia.

The stakes are now high. The economic data already paint a grim picture. Thailand's GDP growth rates have lagged behind its regional peers for years. Investment has slowed. Productivity has plateaued. Young people see limited prospects, and many look abroad for opportunity. Thailand's middle-income trap is no longer a theoretical concern; it is becoming a lived reality.

But the country is not without hope. The foundation for digital innovation exists. The know-how is there. What is missing is leadership and political courage. A coalition of reform-minded technocrats, academics, civil society actors, and public officials could help steer the country in a new direction if empowered by a genuine commitment from the top. Digital governance is not merely a technical fix; it is a political project. It demands transparency, inclusion, and willingness to distribute power.

Thailand must now choose: continue down the path of stagnation or embrace a future of good governance, grounded in structural reform and digital integrity. The window is narrowing. The country cannot afford another lost decade. Without swift action to reform political institutions, root out corruption, and invest in homegrown digital capacity, it will likely fall further behind.
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																In times of chaos, to call for calm seems naive. "Imagine there's no countries." Sure, John, I know your utopianism was well-intended, but try telling that to the blood-hounding jingoists running rampant online in Cambodia and Thailand.
One country went through a civil war and a genocide; the other was never colonised, invaded, or occupied. And yet the hawks on both sides are ready to turn what began as a petty border soap opera into an unnecessary mini-war that has cost so many lives. So much for history teaching us anything about humanity.

To call for calm may seem naive, but it's fair to expect that call from journalists. Calm, caution, reason, level-headed judgement: none is easy because if it's easy then it's not journalism but propaganda. If it's easy then maybe it's politics.

Whether this brittle ceasefire will hold, and whether the government will realise it has allowed the military to dominate public discourse of the conflict, the role of journalism in the Thai-Cambodian clash is a subject worthy of introspection.

If it's too much to learn from history, then today's lesson must be a reflection of how challenging it has become for the voice of reason to rise above the cacophony of chauvinistic war cries -- especially at a time when social media has colonised public consciousness to the point of suffocation.

Is it the media's duty to side with our military in times of cross-border conflict? The real-world answer seems to be yes. In principle, it's more complicated. That question, however, is overly simplistic in the first place: It's a binary yes-or-no reductionism.

All editors know this is a tough line to toe -- incredibly tough -- but it is possible for the media to support military operations and report on the need to retaliate after rockets hit a 7-Eleven and a hospital, while also refraining from gloating, smirking, and demonising Cambodia. It's possible to present the evidence that our neighbour had struck first while also avoiding sensationalised language and performative nationalism.

It is possible to eulogise the fallen soldiers while also emphasising the fact that nearly all of them were low-ranking frontline fighters from poor families who deserved to be treated better when they were alive. It's possible to report on the fake news propagated across the border while stopping short of throwing insults and vengeful remarks. In short, it's possible to support the country while calling for calm and de-escalation. They don't have to sing Imagine, but at least they can maintain a semblance of journalistic principle.

That "the media" became an amorphous concept is a symptom of the social media age. The mainstream traditional media, from TV to news outlets, have struggled to compete with the rise of celebrity journalists, spotlight cravers, self-appointed, fascistic influencers-prophets, The Dark Knight-style right-wing TikTok reporters, and opportunistic content creators, pandering to the lowest common denominator.

These online hustlers operate in the Wild West of the ungovernable digital domain, and no occasion sees them rear their fire-breathing heads more cavalierly than when a conflict with an "outside enemy" arises. In peace, these characters feed on artificial drama. In war, no drama is more potent than nationalism.

Well really, the traditional media have already lost the battle. Defeated, crushed, irrelevant, banished to the uninhabitable basement of the social media edifice, including a column like this one.

So, what did the old media do to fix this? If you can't beat them, what else, join them. And that's why most TV channels (Thai PBS and a few other online outlets being exceptions) resorted to tabloidising the conflict and pushing the emotional buttons for maximum engagement. Some have made sure to pick sources (military beat reporters!) that spout war-mongering statements, while the villainising of Hun Sen and, sometimes, of Cambodia in general, has become a daily fix for prime-time airwave consumers.

In Apocalypse Now, Colonel Kurtz famously decries the wantonness of war, "the horror ... the horror". Here, the news anchor cries, "the drama ... the drama.... the DRAMA!"

Is it enough now that we have a ceasefire? The fighting has de-escalated, and what needs to be dialed down is the fodder for hatred. It should have been done after the clashes broke out last week. In fact, the voice of reason and humanity has always tried to make itself heard, not always successfully: There have been articles and scoops about migrant Cambodian workers and their plight, or the uncertain fate of Cambodian students in Thailand. Human stories, basically, which are the only stories worth telling, in peace and during war, in calm or chaos. The media have had enough likes, shares, and engagements, and while it seems naive to ask them to pause and reflect, let's imagine, like John did, that they will.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3078749/journalism-is-the-first-victim-in-a-conflict



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Info now the key weapon								

															

																	
										
											[image: ]
																					

									

																The cyberattacks launched to complement Cambodian information operations (IO) have again exposed the weak cybersecurity policy in Thailand. The government must be more proactive in defending the country's online spaces, or risk losing control of the ever-more-important flow of information during times of crisis.
While the Royal Thai Army (RTA) seems to be hands-on in protecting the country, the government seems to be clueless about what to do to stem the surge of cyber attacks believed to come from legions of Cambodian-sponsored bots let loose by state-sponsored hackers.

Social media has been flooded with propaganda, doctored content and sensational fake news that supported a Cambodian agenda, burnishing the Thai army as the aggressor and painting Cambodia as the victim. These attacks are not limited to social media, either, as the databases of some local governments, private sector entities and Thai media also reported being attacked by keyboard warriors.

The big question is whether the government and responsible agencies are up to the challenge.

During this conflict, the Thai government seems to be on the back foot as it scrambles to deflect misinformation and fake news while at the same time, losing the opportunity to shape the narrative and give Thailand's perspective. The government does not seem to be forceful enough in pushing out news of the indiscriminate attacks by Cambodian troops on Thai civilians and hospitals or Cambodia's illegal use of anti-personnel landmines.

Of course, the weakest links have turned out to be the very state agencies responsible for regulating and controlling cyberspace.

The Ministry of Digital Economy and Social Development is nowhere to be seen. The public, netizens or even netizens do see or know which agency is responsible for cyberattacks, or which organisation or committee they can turn to for factual data or technical support.

Therefore, the public has been forced to seek information from reliable media outlets and professional fact-checking bodies that should have already been effectively disseminated by the government.

The government cannot afford to let our cyberspace become so porous, so vulnerable.

Indeed, experts such as Narinrit Prem, Vice President of the Thailand Information Security Association (TISA), are already warning of more cyberattacks and the spread of malware that could wipe vulnerable databases such as those of local hospitals.

Mr Narinrit says Cambodian IOs are born of a well-prepared and coordinated strategy -- the very things that Thailand lacks. He is also calling on the government to pool its information technology resources to provide support and advice for website owners or local administrations on how to improve their cybersecurity.

In the meantime, he has encouraged the government and media to educate society and netizens about how to consume online news and post content more responsibly and for the public benefit.

In the long term, the government must show its seriousness by allocating a far greater budget, as well as creating a national team of experts, to oversee the country's cyber protection.

This is not policymaking that can wait. Cyberattacks are part of this border conflict and should serve as a warning that the very fabric of warfare is changing. In the boundless battlefields of cyberspace, a few highly skilled combatants may soon be all that's needed to bring slow, inert and passive countries to their knees.
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																Until recently, the spectre of an international far-right alliance of populist parties in democracies around the world has been just that: any appearance of cooperation was a form of self-promotion, rather than an expression of true solidarity. Few far-right figures have made any sacrifices for one another or seriously interfered in other countries' internal affairs to prop up allies. And efforts to unite the far right in the European Parliament have fallen dismally short.
But that may be changing. US President Donald Trump's threat to impose punitive tariffs on Brazil, with the explicit goal of protecting its far-right former president, Jair Bolsonaro, from a "witch hunt", marks a significant shift in tactics. What's more, Mr Trump's meddling in other democracies in the name of "free speech" serves powerful interests in the United States: tech companies that do not want to be regulated by foreign governments.

The international far right is often said to be a contradiction in terms. After all, every far-right leader is a nationalist, which would seem to preclude, by definition, an international alliance. But this view shows little philosophical sophistication or, for that matter, historical awareness.

In nineteenth-century Europe, liberals like Giuseppe Mazzini helped one another in their various struggles for freedom and independence from imperial powers. At the time, no one complained that there was a deep contradiction embedded in a liberal international alliance devoted to national self-determination.

By the same token, today's far-right populists can claim that they form a united front against "globalists" and supposedly illegitimate "liberal elites". This rhetoric -- and the attendant conspiracy theories, often tinged with anti-Semitism -- has easily crossed borders. Far-right politicians have also copied from one another what scholars have called "worst practices" for undermining democracies. Just think of the proliferation of laws that force civil society organisations to register as "foreign agents", or other thinly veiled repressive tactics.

The far right also has a transnational ideological infrastructure. To be sure, there is no populist Comintern issuing binding interpretations of doctrine. But collaboration is real: for instance, Hungarian institutes lavishly endowed by Viktor Orban's government are now allied with the Heritage Foundation in the US.

So far, though, there has been a lack of concrete solidarity among populist leaders. When Mr Trump fraudulently claimed to have won the 2020 US presidential election, his international allies, from Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, could have refused to recognise Joe Biden as president. Instead, they congratulated Mr Biden on his victory, choosing pragmatism over ideological affinity.

But Mr Trump is changing that in his second term, embracing an ideologically driven approach to confronting other countries that obviously undermines long-standing international norms. In the case of Brazil, he is using the threat of a 50% tariff to pressure the government into ending the federal criminal trial against Mr Bolsonaro for seeking to engineer a coup after losing the 2022 presidential election. Unlike Mr Trump, who was never held accountable for his role in the Jan 6, 2021, insurrection at the US Capitol, Mr Bolsonaro -- often called the "Trump of the Tropics" -- has already been banned from running for office until 2030.

In his letter to the Brazilian government announcing the levy, Mr Trump also accused it of "insidious attacks on ... the fundamental Free Speech Rights of Americans", including the censorship of "US Social Media platforms". This highlights another dimension of Mr Trump's economic bullying: his administration's crusade against efforts to prohibit hate speech and regulate the digital sphere. In February, Vice President J D Vance berated Europeans for their supposed lack of respect for "free speech". Meanwhile, the State Department has reportedly targeted the prominent Brazilian judge Alexandre de Moraes, who at one point blocked Elon Musk's X in Brazil and is taking the lead in holding Mr Bolsonaro criminally accountable for his conduct.

Big Tech is clearly displeased with the extensive regulations that the European Union and Brazil have placed on its industry. As in other areas -- notably its attacks on higher education -- the Trumpists are weaponising free speech to exert power over supposed political adversaries.

The hypocrisy is apparent: while advocating for deregulation of platforms ostensibly to protect free speech, the US government is snooping around in foreigners' social-media accounts for speech it dislikes (and then refusing a visa or entry on this basis). Pious talk of defending democracy as a shared Western value sits uneasily with the abject disrespect for other countries' right to determine their own approach to platform regulation.

Whereas far-right leaders of smaller countries are limited by realpolitik, Mr Trump can use America's might to advance his punitive-cum-populist agenda at will. After all, a pliant Republican Party will not question his abuse of the 1977 International Emergency Economic Powers Act. True, the courts may ultimately decide that his desire for political revenge hardly constitutes an "emergency", but the damage will have been done. As in other areas where his administration has taken plainly illegal actions, many of those being targeted will seek a deal rather than a fight. Solidarity is costly, but not for Mr Trump. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Jan-Werner Mueller, Professor of Politics at Princeton University, is the author, most recently, of 'Democracy Rules' (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2021).
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3077933/trump-is-trying-to-build-a-far-right-international



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Missing pieces in clean power bid								

															

																	
										
											[image: A photo dated June 5, 2019 shows an electric vehicle (EV) charger plugged into a vehicle at a charging station in Bangkok. (Photo: Bloomberg)]
																							
													A photo dated June 5, 2019 shows an electric vehicle (EV) charger plugged into a vehicle at a charging station in Bangkok. (Photo: Bloomberg)												

																					

									

																Two missing pieces in Thailand's clean energy sector cast doubt on whether Thailand can reach its ambitious goals of achieving carbon neutrality by 2050 and net-zero emissions by 2065.
Behind these bold targets, critical building blocks are still missing -- especially energy storage systems (ESS) and electric vehicles (EVs) -- which are essential to making clean energy reliable and practical.

While many countries are accelerating investments in advanced batteries and smart EVs, Thailand is lagging behind. Time is running out. Simply increasing the share of clean energy isn't enough -- without the right technologies to store and use that energy efficiently, Thailand risks falling short of its climate promises.

Thailand is building solar farms and wind turbines at a faster pace than ever. But here's the problem: clean energy is unstable. Without smart ways to store and manage that energy, we can't always use clean energy when we need it the most.

Two of the most promising tools are energy storage systems (ESS) and electric vehicles (EVs). If properly integrated into the country's power system, they would help Thailand move towards a cleaner and more sustainable energy future.

But if we ignore them or are too slow to adopt them, the risks are clear. As the share of clean energy grows, the electricity grid could become unstable. We could also miss out on investments from industries that rely on steady, clean power -- like data centres.

What ESS do

Energy storage systems (ESS) are important in the hybrid clean energy system. They store extra energy when there's a surplus -- like on sunny or windy days -- and release it when demand is high or supply is low. ESS help control grid frequency and reduce pressure on the system during peak times.

Globally, ESS is quickly becoming a vital part of clean power infrastructure. In 2024, the global ESS market grew by over 20%, especially in the power grid systems. In China, for example, developers must install ESS equivalent to 10-30% of the project's capacity.

Over the past decade, prices of ESS have fallen more than sevenfold. That means by 2025, clean energy projects that include ESS can start competing with gas-fired power on cost, not just for power grids, but for households, too.

Yet in Thailand, ESS is still on the sidelines and surprisingly hasn't been integrated into the main national power grid. Even though the draft Power Development Plan (PDP 2024) mentions ESS, it delays actual use until 2032. That's far too late.

If Thailand wants to increase the share of clean energy to more than 50% as planned in the PDP 2024, ESS cannot remain just a supporting technology. It must become one of the key parts of the core system to support the entire energy transition.

What EVs do

Around the world, electric vehicle (EV) sales are surging.

In 2024, global sales jumped over 50%. Countries like China, those in the European Union, and the United States are leading the charge. Thailand has joined the race. The target: by 2030, 30% of all vehicles produced in the country will be electric.

For Thailand, government measures like the EV 3.0 and 3.5 support packages have helped boost production. In 2024, Thailand produced more than 200,000 EVs -- a sharp increase.

EV should do much more than cut carbon from the transport sector. In the future, they can play a vital role in supporting the electricity grid.

How? If EVs are charged using clean energy, especially when there's a surplus of it, they can help balance energy supply and demand.

But the rise of EVs comes with growing pains. More electric cars on the road mean more electricity demand, especially during peak time amid insufficient charging stations. That can strain the power grid. If not managed well, EVs could become more of a burden than a benefit.

And here's the catch: if the electricity used to charge EVs still comes from fossil fuels, we're not really cutting emissions. That's why we need smart charging systems.

To make EVs truly climate-friendly, technologies like "Smart Charging" make it possible to charge EVs during off-peak hours or when renewable energy is abundant. This not only supports the grid but also makes better use of clean power.

In the future, the Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G) technology could let EVs act like mobile energy storage units, sending electricity back to the grid during peak hours or emergencies. To make EVs truly support the clean energy transition, we need three things: enough clean energy, a strong EV charging network, and new technologies like Smart Charging and Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G). These are all key to unlocking the full potential of EVs.

Resetting energy plan

The current review of the Power Development Plan (PDP) offers a chance to reset Thailand's energy planning to respond to real-world changes.

To keep up with the world, the new PDP should treat ESS and EVs not just as add-ons but as essential building blocks in the main energy system.

To achieve this, Thailand should act on two main fronts:

First, ESS targets should come sooner than 2032. In addition, the grid should be upgraded to a smart grid that can handle the demands of a modern energy system.

Second, fix outdated rules and regulations so new technologies like ESS, EVs, and V2G can be used effectively instead of holding them back.

The policy on increasing the use of renewables no longer suffices. We need to stop seeing ESS and EVs as optional extras.

Investing in them -- and planning smartly for them -- isn't just about cutting carbon.

It's about building a system that's ready for what comes next: a system that is flexible, stable, and built to last.



Areeporn Asawinpongphan, PhD, is a research fellow; Annop Jaewisorn and Korn Amnauypanit are researchers at the Thailand Research Development Institute (TDRI). This article is part of the Energy Transition Leadership Training Programme, funded by the Power Development Fund of the Energy Regulatory Commission. Policy Focus from the TDRI appears in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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																When I sat down to write an article "WTO at 10" for a commemorative book for the occasion in 2005, little did I know of the huge challenges the WTO and the multilateral trading system would have to confront in the following two decades.
During its first decade in existence, the WTO basked in a mood of cautious optimism as its membership continued to expand and the process of globalisation was in full swing, also helped by the launch of the Doha Development Agenda and the joining of China in December 2001. The impact of China's WTO accession on the Chinese economy itself and on the global trading system has been unprecedented, part of which I have elaborated in my co-authored book (2002) with Mark Clifford on China and the WTO: Changing China, Changing World Trade.

During its first ten years, the WTO stood the test not only arising from the Asian financial crisis (1997-98), the massive protests at the third Ministerial Conference (MC) in Seattle in 1999, but also some sensitive and high-profile dispute settlement cases. The crisis-hit countries in Asia could find their way out of the predicament, not least because the rest of the world kept its markets open and absorbed their exports. Their current accounts became more balanced, and trade has proved itself to be a powerful remedy, more so than the counterproductive conditional IMF standby support.

In the meantime, the WTO's dispute settlement system has functioned as a remarkably efficient and effective mechanism for resolving trade conflicts between WTO members. Emeritus Professor Giorgio Sacerdoti, an international law professor at Bocconi University in Milan and former member of the Appellate Body offered in a book on the contribution of the dispute settlement system this comment: "The past ten years show the vitality of the dispute settlement system as had been envisaged, as well as its central position within the WTO as an element capable of ensuring respect of agreed rules."

Although the Cancun Ministerial Conference in 2003 could not advance the Doha Agenda, it significantly marked the emergence of developing countries as active participants in the negotiation process. They have become serious demandeurs, witnessing their joint group approaches, their consistent push on Special and Differential Treatment (SD&T) proposals, support for LDC accessions, and, most importantly, the technical assistance initiatives through the Aid for Trade programme, enabling developing countries to meet international standards and access global markets. The introduction of cotton as a specific commodity for negotiation at Cancun, with my consistent support, also helped to focus on an item of major export earnings for several LDCs in Africa.

Like several other negotiation issues, cotton, SD&T, and Trade-Related Intellectual Property Agreement (Trips) and its public health flexibilities would gain more traction going into the second decade of the WTO.

WTO discussions on cotton took up two tracks: one on trade aspects and another on development assistance to raise productivity and enhance its value chain. Agreement was reached at the 2015 Ministerial Conference to prohibit the use of export subsidies and call for a further reduction in domestic support for cotton products. Since the launch of the SD&T negotiations in 2001, the issue continues to be discussed at several ministerial meetings, with only a ministerial declaration to be adopted at the 13th Ministerial Conference in 2024 as the first outcome ever made on agreement-specific proposals applicable to all developing countries.

On Trips and public health, progress was made before the Cancun Ministerial to create flexibilities in using compulsory licensing beyond serving only domestic markets, but also allowing export of medicines to countries in need. This Trips amendment carries a humane face to WTO agreements in that countries with no manufacturing capacities in the pharmaceutical sector can now do parallel importing of the necessary medicines to deal with domestic health problems. This extension was given full legal effect in 2017 and further clarified at the WTO's 12th Ministerial Conference in 2022 in order to support equitable access to Covid-19 vaccines.

Although the Doha Agenda could not be brought to an end in the WTO's second decade, another significant milestone was achieved in the form of the Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), coming into force in 2017. This agreement facilitates the harmonisation of export and import processes, resulting in the speeding up of the movement, release, and clearance of goods, including those in transit. According to the WTO World Trade Report 2024, the implementation of the TFA has led to a substantial increase in trade, with agricultural trade among developing economies increasing by 16 to 22%.

The book The WTO at Twenty: Challenges and Achievements, published in 2015, concludes that the WTO has achieved much over its first 20 years, but the success of the WTO has inevitably given rise to new challenges. Indeed, the challenges came through thick and fast in the WTO's third decade. Multilateralism has come under threat as geopolitical polarisation began to take hold while the Doha negotiations dragged on with no end in sight. As trade tension grew between the US and China, the global trading system stuttered with rising uncertainty exacerbated by a growing number of trade restriction measures. Environmental concerns also contributed to border regulations that put more restraints on normal trade flows, such as carbon taxes and border carbon adjustment measures.

The Appellate Body that has been an effective mainstay of the WTO's dispute settlement system (DSS) has been disabled since December 2019 due to the US blocking the appointment of new judges. With no appeal quorum, the enforceability of WTO rules is rendered impossible.

Some alternatives to the existing system have been raised, such as the Multi-Party Interim Appeal Arbitration Arrangement (MP/A) with limited applicability. The US blocking has come with its concerns about the Appellate Body's interpretation of WTO rules, which has led to proposed reforms of the system, claiming the body's overstepping of its mandate. This US blocking is somewhat ironic, considering that the US has been the most prolific user of the DSB and gained positive rulings on a majority of complaints. When I was at the WTO, I made attempts to resort to arbitration as a means of dispute resolution. Now again we see this proposal being brought forward, recognising the possibility of applying "expeditious arbitration" under Article 25 of the DSU.

As the WTO moves into its fourth decade, it needs to prepare itself to counter an extremely disruptive period in the world trading system.

US President Donald Trump's 'liberation day' tariff hikes and subsequent retaliations or submissions are unprecedented and unpredictable. While the US will remain one of the world's most significant markets, its share in the world trade volume may gradually decline, while the share of South-South trade will continue to expand. But this chaotic situation should not really benefit anyone, and whether it will help to narrow the US trade deficit remains to be seen.

The essential role of the WTO as the guardian of the rules-based trading system will be more needed than ever before. In the words of the late Cuban president Fidel Castro, as spoken to me when I was at the WTO: "The world needs the WTO to bring order to this chaotic world."

In order to face up to this existential threat, the WTO must be able to seriously reform itself before it's too late. I fully concur with WTO Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala in her strongly prodding the members to agree on 'deep and thorough' reform proposals for the 14th Ministerial Conference in Yaounde, Cameroon, next year, to ensure the WTO's relevance.

First and foremost are the reforms of the DSU to entice the US back into the system, which needs to be simplified and easily accessible. This could lead to subsequent WTO-backed orderly discussions and negotiations to bring back the wayward tariffs into an acceptable configuration.

In the meantime, the WTO may intervene to bring relief to the low-income developing countries injured by the tariff hikes. The chair of the General Council has been conducting informal consultations with the membership to ensure the impact of tariff escalations and to thrash out some joint actions to deal with the crisis. The process can help pave the way for focusing on the key reforms at the MC 14.

In view of all these ongoing efforts, I do have full respect and confidence in the management of the WTO with the pragmatic collaboration of the membership to successfully preserve and strengthen the rules-based trading system we all need. Time will tell whether the disruptive emergence of unprecedented tariff escalations will prove to be highly costly to all economies of the world and will ultimately fail to serve the corrective purposes they were intended for.

Supachai Panitchpakdi is a veteran Thai politician and former director-general of the World Trade Organization (WTO), as well as a former secretary-general of the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).
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																In an era of shrinking resources for development finance, global policymakers must shift their focus to making better use of existing funds. Identifying and removing regulatory barriers that hinder the efficient deployment of capital to emerging markets and developing economies (EMDEs) is a good place to start.
The Basel III framework, developed in response to the 2008 global financial crisis, has played a crucial role in preventing another systemic collapse. But it has also inadvertently discouraged banks from financing infrastructure projects in EMDEs.

At the same time, advanced economies, with debt-to-GDP ratios at historic highs, face mounting fiscal pressures. Servicing these debts consumes a growing share of public budgets just as governments must ramp up defence spending and boost economic competitiveness, resulting in cuts to foreign aid.

Together, these pressures underscore the urgent need to mobilise more private capital for investment in EMDEs. Building resilient and sustainable economies will require transformational investments across the developing world in infrastructure, technology, health, and education. According to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), EMDEs must raise more than $3 trillion annually beyond what they can raise through public revenues to meet critical development and climate targets.

Amid these challenges, prudential regulation impedes the ability of EMDEs to raise private capital.

This issue can be traced back to the global financial crisis, which wiped out $15 trillion in global GDP between 2008 and 2011. Since the crisis stemmed from weak capital and liquidity controls, as well as the unchecked growth of innovative and opaque financial products, Basel III was designed to close regulatory loopholes and bolster oversight, particularly in response to the rise of the non-bank financial sector.

While the revised framework addresses the vulnerabilities that triggered the 2008 crisis, its focus on advanced economies and systemically important financial institutions inadvertently imposes several requirements that restrict capital flows to EMDEs.

For example, Basel III requires banks to hold disproportionately high levels of capital to cover the perceived risks of financing infrastructure projects in EMDEs. But these risks are often overestimated.

In fact, the data suggest that by year five, the marginal default rates for development loans are lower than those for corporate loans extended to investment-grade borrowers. But despite the lower risk profile, banks are required to hold more capital against development-finance loans than they do against loans to unrated companies over the life of the project.

Insurers encounter similar regulatory barriers. Under the European Union's Solvency II framework, an insurer investing in an EMDE infrastructure project faces a capital charge of 49% -- nearly double the 25% required for a comparable project in an OECD country. Historical data show that infrastructure loans in EMDEs perform just as well as those in advanced economies.

The significantly higher capital costs that banks incur when making infrastructure loans to EMDEs deter them from supporting transformative, high-impact projects, steering capital toward safer, low-impact investments.

Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) -- international financial institutions, backed by guarantees from developed-economy shareholders and AAA credit ratings, can help reduce capital costs by co-financing EMDE projects and providing lenders with additional assurances. But even when MDBs share the risk, the resulting exposures often remain subject to a 100% capital charge, undermining the very benefits that multilateral engagement is meant to provide.

To be sure, Basel III's foundational principles are sound. Capital buffers and liquidity ratios that reflect institutional risk profiles are essential for maintaining financial stability. But several rules within the otherwise well-designed Basel III framework limit EMDEs' ability to pursue sustainable development while doing little to mitigate systemic risk.

To improve the regulatory framework for EMDEs, the G20 must take four key actions, using this week's meeting of G20 finance ministers and central-bank governors in Durban, South Africa as a platform for cooperative leadership.

First, recalibrate capital requirements for infrastructure project finance to reflect real-world default performance, particularly in the post-construction phase.

Second, expand the list of MDBs eligible for 0% risk-weighting under Basel III to include high-performing regional institutions, such as the Africa Finance Corporation, that have investment-grade ratings.

Third, clarify the definition of "unconditional guarantees" so that more MDB-backed risk-sharing instruments can qualify for favourable regulatory treatment.

And lastly, introduce capital-charge discounts for blended finance structures co-financed by A-rated institutions, with the level of discount varying by rating.

These reforms do not require new taxpayer commitments; they simply align regulation with actual risk. Implementing them would crowd in more private investment, reduce borrowing costs for developing countries, and accelerate progress toward transformative development that creates much-needed jobs.

The G20 must address these regulatory roadblocks so that capital can flow to where it delivers the greatest value.

Reaching consensus on how to lower capital costs for emerging-market economies is one of the top priorities at the meeting of G20 finance chiefs.

Reforming the Basel III framework would be a relatively low-cost, high-impact way to mobilise investment, drive job creation, and support sustainable growth in emerging markets. (c)2025 Project Syndicate.

Vera Songwe, is a non-resident senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. Jendayi Frazer, is a visiting fellow at the Hoover Institution. Peter Blair Henry is the Class of 1984 Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution.
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									Gaza Strip pantomime ending at last								
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																The coordinated chorus of despair by Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin "Bibi" Netanyahu, US President Donald Trump and their various henchpersons and flacks was quite impressive. The message was that everybody should stop hoping for a negotiated peace. Mr Netanyahu has stared Mr Trump down once again, and the four-month pantomime search for a new ceasefire in Gaza is at an end.
On July 19, Steve Witkoff, Mr Trump's lead diplomatic negotiator, said: "Hamas does not appear to be coordinated or acting in good faith. We will now consider alternative options to bring the hostages home and try to create a more stable environment for the people of Gaza. It is a shame that Hamas has acted in this selfish way."

Mr Trump himself was more colourful: "Hamas didn't really want to make a deal. I think they want to die. Now we're down to the final hostages, and they know what happens after you get the final hostages. And basically because of that, they really didn't want to make a deal."

Of course, the surviving junior members of Hamas didn't want the only deal Israel is willing to offer them. A 60-day ceasefire during which all Israeli hostages are released, followed by a resumption of the war until the Hamas fighters are all dead or driven out of Gaza, was never a plausible offer. Might as well die fighting.

Similarly, the current Israeli government would never offer Hamas a better deal. Most of its members share Mr Netanyahu's determination that the Gaza Strip should be largely or wholly "cleansed" of its Palestinian population, although there is not full agreement on what should follow: Israeli control and Jewish settlement, or Mr Trump's "Riviera on the Mediterranean".

All the back-and-forth diplomacy of the past six months was just for show, and the only audience that mattered was Donald Trump. His naive belief that his personality alone could persuade bitter opponents in both Israel/Gaza and Russia/Ukraine to sign peace deals had to be indulged for a while, but it was never realistic.

The last ceasefire in Gaza, declared one day before Mr Trump took office in late January, was a precautionary measure taken by both sides while they tried to make sense of what the new president intended. When Mr Netanyahu realised that Mr Trump was even easier to manage than Joe Biden was, he unilaterally broke that ceasefire in mid-March.

Through March, April and most of May, Israel blocked all food, water, medicine and fuel from entering Gaza, most of whose 2.1 million civilians were near starvation by the time.

Israel restarted deliveries. But now it was no longer international aid distributed from 400 neighbourhood locations in the Strip.

Instead, it's the four massive centres of the "Gaza Humanitarian Foundation", controlled by American mercenaries and Israel Defence Forces (IDF) soldiers. They are only open for a few minutes twice a day, people have to walk for hours to reach them, and every day some are shot by the IDF or the mercenaries.

The number of Palestinians killed rarely exceeds a hundred a day and is often just a dozen or so, but the amount of food delivered by the new system since May 26 amounts to only one meal per person every second day. Since distribution is so erratic, moreover, many people are getting far less and the deaths from this artificial famine continue to grow.

It's not clear whether this is random malevolence or mere incompetence, but it is accompanied by an IDF military campaign that has brought 89% of Gaza's land under direct Israeli military occupation.

Mr Trump's last flailing attempt to bring Mr Netanuyahu to heel failed during the latter's recent visit to Washington, and Bibi is now off the leash. He no longer needs to pretend he is negotiating for a ceasefire to keep Mr Trump happy.

The next three months is the summer recess of the Knesset (parliament), traditionally the time when Israeli governments make controversial decisions. It would be the ideal time to activate Mr Netanyahu's plans for the future of Gaza, if he has any. So what "alternative options" might he be considering?

Is this when Defence Minister Israel Katz puts into action his plan to build a giant concentration camp (sorry, "humanitarian city") on the ruins of Rafah to hold 600,000 Palestinians?

Will the "voluntary migration" of Palestinians to other countries willing to take them also start? Bribes will be available. Will Jewish settlement in the Strip start? Will Donald Trump reveal his plans for Gaza-sur-Med?

Stay tuned.

Gwynne Dyer is an independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. His latest book is 'Intervention Earth: Life-Saving Ideas from the World's Climate Engineers'. Last year's book, 'The Shortest History of War', is also still available.
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        New taste tinglers for your palate
        Bangkok is a city that never sleeps, at least in the food and beverage department. Blink and you'll miss another new restaurant opening or a drink launch.&nbsp;Guru By Bangkok Post is making sure that even if you blink, you don't miss out on the new taste tinglers that are worth mentioning.

      

      
        Patriotism and pixels: billboard firm salutes Thai flag
        Plan B Media has drawn social media praise for displaying the Thai national flag on its 19,775 digital screens nationwide at 8am and 6pm daily, and at an iconic location in Times Square in New York City.

      

      
        Grilled fish specialist
        Located in Yard 49, Kayaki is a new Japanese restaurant specialised in yakizakana, or the grilled fish department in Japanese cuisine.&nbsp;

      

      
        New movies out this week: July 31-Aug 6
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Remembering the life that forged heavy metal
        The rock world is in mourning following the passing of John Michael "Ozzy" Osbourne on July 22 at the age of 76. Surrounded by his family in his home country of England, he drew the curtain on an extraordinary life and career that helped shape the very sound of heavy metal. Known affectionately -- and infamously -- as the "Prince of Darkness", Ozzy leaves behind a legacy built on dark riffs,...

      

      
        Join a virtual run for a good cause
        Runners and interested people are invited to join "Tong Mahidol Day Virtual Run 2025", which is open for registration until Oct 10.

      

      
        Solo exhibition pays homage to HM the King
        BNC Creatives Art Gallery RCA presents "The Father", a solo exhibition held to mark the birthday of HM King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua, until Aug 31.

      

      
        Rare cell analysis offers early disease warnings
        Your body speaks in whispers long before it screams. While conventional medicine waits for obvious symptoms, Rare Cell Analysis listens to those whispers -- the subtle cellular changes that precede disease by years. This is not just another test; it is a revolutionary approach that detects health threats at their earliest, most treatable stages.&nbsp;

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: July 30-Aug 5
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!&nbsp;

      

      
        Bangkok's Flame-Fired Icon Serves Romance on a Plate
        Bangkok, July 18, 2025 --- In an era when discerning diners increasingly seek experiences over mere consumption, Fireplace Grill and Bar at InterContinental Bangkok delivers a masterclass in culinary storytelling. Here, dinner is not just about sustenance---it's a slow-burning narrative of taste, theatre, and timeless sophistication.
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									New taste tinglers for your palate

									The arrival of new F&B offerings in Bangkok
								

									Bangkok is a city that never sleeps, at least in the food and beverage department. Blink and you'll miss another new restaurant opening or a drink launch. Guru By Bangkok Post is making sure that even if you blink, you don't miss out on the new taste tinglers that are worth mentioning.
									Riva del Fiume

Un Viaggio -- a seasonal tasting menu by Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok executive chef Andrea Accordi at Riva Del Fiume is one of those gems that perhaps isn't well known, but deserves all the praise it can get. 

[image: ]

The menu is the chef's perspective, rooted in Italian tradition, guided by the ingredients available at their peak. The choices are between four or seven courses, which offer a thoughtful progression of flavours and textures. The Tonno tonnato has Akami tuna tartare comes with Kristal caviar, bergamot and tonnato sauce.

[image: ]

Though it's the Calamari that is the chef's favourite. "I love this dish because there's an inspiration behind it. First of all, sustainability. This is Japanese squid and we use everything, including the bone. We slice the calamari very thin, and then just cook it on the flame of the charcoal, not on the charcoal. With the ink and the liver, we make a green sauce. I call it 'the Italian curry' because it is made the same way as a Thai curry but with Western herbs. It even has Italian 'fish sauce', which is colatura di alici, made with anchovies from Cetera, Campania," explains chef Accordi.

A highlight of the meal is the bread. "The Rosetta is traditional bread from Modena. It is made with polenta and potato. Though the classic Rosetta is white, I've used my own recipe for this one, which is with polenta from Veneto, where I am from, and potato; an inspiration from Puglia, where they make focaccia with potato," says chef Accordi. 
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There is also marinated Hokkaido scallops with fig leaf oil and handmade Agnolotti filled with tender veal ossobuco. And the star of the show is Mayura Station M9 oyster blade beef, which is charcoal-grilled and served with girolles and Tropea spring onions.

Not to be left behind is executive pastry chef Andrea Bonaffini's artistic vanilla Panna cotta with Bronte pistachios, figs and strawberry sorbet.  



Kao Piak Sen

"Food of migrants" reads a tagline at the entrance of Kao Piak Sen's newest branch at Ekkamai Corner and delivers this it does!
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Kao Piak Sen offers the recipes of a Thai-Vietnamese family on a plate or in a bowl, depending on your order. The signature here is a bowl of chewy, handmade rice noodles in an aromatic, slow-simmered broth prepared daily using a family recipe passed down since 1978, and yes, you've probably guessed the quintessential Vietnamese dish -- pho.

[image: ]

Founded by a Vietnamese-Thai family in Udon Thani, a city known for its fusion of Vietnamese and Isan culinary cultures, Kao Piak Sen has grown from a modest street stall offering more than 50 dishes across all branches. At each one, the emphasis is on fresh ingredients, springy noodles and deliciousness. Favourites include Pak mor yuan (Vietnamese rice rolls), Nam nueang (grilled pork skewers) and Banh Xeo (crispy Vietnamese savoury pancakes).
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The Ekamai branch also introduces "Fresh Bread & Brew", a grab-and-go counter, where you can get a freshly-baked pastry with the signature dessert-like Hanoi egg coffee, or a Banh mi with a twist. Other signature dishes include the namesake Kao piak sen and Khanom bueang yuan or Vietnamese savoury pancakes. Ekamai-exclusive specials include Pho haeng or a dry version of pho served with premium meat options like Kurobuta pork or Wagyu beef; a Banh mi panini with grilled shrimp and avocado; and the Avococo, an ice cream made with avocado, coconut and honey.

[image: ]

You don't even have to "come down to earth", because Ekamai Corner is connected directly to BTS Ekamai. Fast track to Vietnamese food heaven.  



Jaras Hua Hin

While most foodies will connect the name Jaras to InterContinental Phuket Resort, the flagship isn't left behind. Jaras Hua Hin opened its doors at InterContinental Hua Hin Resort with the unveiling of "The Feast Of Art" by Jaras Hua Hin
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"The Feast Of Art by Jaras Hua Hin" is an immersive expression of Thai culinary innovation and cultural storytelling and it marked the debut of the Thai restaurant's seasonal menu, co-created by chef Chumpol Jangprai, founder of Thai Cuisine Academy, and chef Pantit "Et" Jindajitawat, the resident head chef. The journey unfolds through the five senses, blending local art featuring works by Tawee Kesangam, co-founder of Hua Hin Artists Village, with soulful rhythm and refined  cuisine.
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At Jaras, the menu whispers stories of morning-foraged herbs, wildflowers, freshly caught seafood, and artisanal ingredients -- aged, smoked and folded into broths that carry generations of wisdom. From the silky and delicate savoury Thai pancake with Hua Hin caviar, to organic pumpkin herbal soup with Hua Hin rock lobster, Thai Angus cassia leaf curry, the freshlycaught Hua Hin tiger prawn red curry and hand-crafted desserts -- each dish invites diners to taste the land and sea through a vibrant dimension of flavours.
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"Charcoal, fermentation and fire meet elegance, balance, and harmony. The result is more than nourishment -- it's meaning, memory, and the soul of Thai cuisine reimagined. This is a meal that speaks not only to the palate, but also to the place -- and to the people behind it," says chef Chumpol. 

[image: ]

Every element of the menu is anchored in purpose and in place. From mountain spring to coastal tide, each ingredient carries with it the soul of the region and the hands that shaped it. The chefs' vision comes to life through the delicate work of local artisans, farmers and distillers whose passion echoes in every bite and pour. "The spirit of our cuisine lives in the land and the people who tend it," says Chef Et. "We don't just work with local producers, we honour them. They bring their craft to our kitchen every day, and we carry their passion into every dish we serve."

The Four-Hands menu will be available at Jaras Hua Hin until the end of the year. The collaboration is an experience rooted in craft, seasonality and soulful Thai flavours, the experience offers limited seating and requires advance reservation.



Cloud 36

Cloud 36 is the new rooftop bar at Chatrium Hotel Riverside Bangkok. 

[image: ]

Located high above the Chao Phraya River, Cloud 36 offers 360deg panoramic views with a stunning sunset backdrop, making it a destination for celebration and connection. With its signature "Spirits Of The Orient" concept, Cloud 36 serves handcrafted cocktails that highlight local Asian ingredients, creating a unique fusion of taste and atmosphere.

Expect special guest DJs to themed events under the stars, as Cloud 36 is just getting started.



The Shed

The Shed, a new multi-outlet food and lifestyle destination nestled in Sukhumvit 26, recently opened and is the latest project by the Rongros Dining Group.
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More than a dining space, The Shed is designed to be a community hub. A place to eat, drink and gather from brunch through to the night. Familiar favourites such as Horsamut (coastal Thai cuisine) and Bimbo (wood-fired Mediterranean kitchen) are joined by exciting new concepts: Bou Bou, an alfresco cocktail lounge inspired by fermentation and desert botanicals; Casabon, a laid-back diner with a fresh take on Pacific Rim flavours; The Shed Cellar, a cozy wine corner offering a curated list of approachable bottles and wines by the glass (let's be honest, we all need affordable right now); and The Shed Bakelab, a daily bakehouse producing sourdough loaves and buttery croissants.
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Horsamut's coastal Thai menu brings back signature favourites from its riverside home, while expanding into deeper waters. From seafood-forward plates to bold herbaceous broths and charcoal-grilled specialties, it's a tribute to tradition with a touch of daring. Bimbo Pizza & Josper is a Mediterranean pizzeria, offering flame-kissed meats and pizza baked in the iconic Moretti Neapolis oven. The steaks and mains are grilled over live charcoal in a Josper, while the pizzas are fired at extreme heat in the Neapolis. Leading the kitchen is executive chef Enzo Dileo.



Bangkok Trading Post

Bangkok Trading Post at 137 Pillars Suites & Residences Bangkok has unveiled a revitalised concept that captures the spirit of refined yet relaxed all-day dining.
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The all-day dining spot offers a seamless experience from sunrise to evening with creative Western classics, specialty coffee, homemade baked goods and new to the offering, elegant dinner plates, signature cocktails and a curated selection of fine beverages.

[image: ]

[image: ]

Think English breakfast, Smoked salmon eggs Benedict on a croissant, Honeyed hamper sandwich, Beef Bolognese, Crab fettuccine, Pizza Patatosa, Rib eye steak served with Yorkshire pudding, Passionfruit vanilla creme brulee and Baba' al rum.

The best thing about the urban oasis -- a pet-friendly garden!



Coba

Chef Olivier Limousin has officially taken over Coba's kitchen.

This is not the old Coba with a new chef. This is a completely new Coba, a modern dining destination where casual meets fine and every detail serves the bigger picture. This is not just a shift, it's a transformation.
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Coba, known for its fusion of Latin American and Mediterranean flavours paired with nightly shows and entertainment, has entered a bold new era. At the helm is chef Olivier Limousin, who is bringing a fresh and focused culinary identity.

Coba now offers refined French-Mediterranean cuisine that's expressive, seasonal and ingredient-driven. The open kitchen hums with quiet energy, the bar still pulses with warmth, but the vibe is now more intimate, more thoughtful, more grounded in the joy of sharing exceptional food and wine.



Nobu Bangkok

Nobu Bangkok at EA Rooftop at The Empire has launched a Sunday Brunch on the first Sunday of each month until September.
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The brunch features an array of artistic and innovative plates with live stations, tableside service, signature recipes, desserts and more. Begin with Nobu Shuko or a selection of signature appetisers presented at the table. Then head for the Nobu Cold Station where a spread of cold starters awaits. Think sashimi, nigiri and maki rolls, alongside fresh seafood, crispy rice bites and Nobu's signature tacos. Seasonal salads and chilled soba noodles are also on offer.
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The main course is a choice of one dish of a selection of quite a few. Highlights include Rock shrimp, Creamy spicy, soft-shell crab, Sea bass tempura, Shrimp quinoa yuzu truffle, Scallop yuzu crust, Squid pasta and Shrimp spicy garlic. Meat lovers can savour Wagyu short rib or Umami chicken, while vegetarian options are also available. There is also a dessert station to indulge in.  



K by Vicky Cheng

The contemporary Chinese dining destination at EA, The Empire Tower, has unveiled a choice of new tasting menus that showcase the restaurant's iconic dishes.
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Speciality Chinese produce, and fresh seasonal herbs and vegetables craft modern yet traditional Cantonese and Chiu Chow flavours, inspired by the legend of the "kilin" -- the mythological flying creature that represents the flow of life and the bounty of a successful harvest.
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A choice of 11- and 12-course Tasting Menus are on offer, each with highly-prized Chinese and global delicacies, including the finest fresh and dried seafood. The 11-course "Signature Tasting Menu" is for two and offers a selection of K by Vicky Cheng's most distinctive and indulgent signature dishes, such as River prawns with Chinese olive leaf and garlic; Char siu barbecued Iberico pork and Wok-fried Wagyu beef flat noodles.
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The 12-course "Premium Tasting Menu", also for two, offers seafood dishes like Smoked and marinated egg with Oscietra caviar; Cantaloupe conch soup with fish maw; Steamed Glacier 51 toothfish with soy sauce; and the 20-head South African Kippin dried abalone in five-year abalone sauce. Both of these menus end with the auspicious dessert of double-boiled bird's nest with chilled coconut milk.



Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok

Discover a curated collection of experiences, featuring distinctive culinary journeys and festivities that embody the vibrant spirit of summer.
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"An Italian Summer" at Salvia is where chef Gabriele Olivieri presents seasonal specials. Showcasing ingredients and traditional techniques, the menu offers a variety of antipasti, pasta, secondi and desserts designed to delight throughout the season. Highlights include Pizzetta fritta, Pizza Coppa e fiche, Risotto ai gamberi e ortica and Ravioli di ricotta e spinaci. Salvia also offers a three-course Pranzo Lunch Set.
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The Dining Room pays homage to Asia's street food culture by bringing together hawker fare from across the region. Live cooking stations offer ordinary everyday dishes like Hong Kong's BBQ trio of crispy pork, char siu and roasted duck; Singapore black pepper crab; and Vietnamese fried spring rolls. These are part of the lunch and dinner buffets. 
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The key to a great Thai curry lies in its "curry paste", which the chefs at Erawan Tea Room prepare fresh every morning. Diners can indulge in a taste of Thailand, including Beef tongue Panang curry, Southern Thai curry with pork ribs, Fish curry with morning glory and Beef curry.

You & Mee invites diners to experience Thailand's vibrant noodle culture. Highlights are Kuay tiew kua gai; Sen mee phad krached goong; Phad mee Korat moo krob; and Phad keemao shianghai talay.



IHG Hotels & Resorts

Brunch lovers are in for a treat as IHG Hotels & Resorts turned up the heat at Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok's Stock.Room. The "Sizzling Summer Brunch" a culinary celebration highlighting flavours from nine of IHG's restaurants across Southeast Asia, will be held till Aug 31, each Sunday.
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Gather for a social dining experience like no other, featuring live kitchens, global flavours and interactive elements. From Thailand to China, South America to the Middle East and Spain, embark on a gastronomic voyage with dishes crafted by chefs representing Bar.Yard - Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok, Makase - Hotel Indigo Bali Seminyak Beach, Marina Kitchen - InterContinental Halong Bay Resort, Sazon Bali - Regent Bali Canggu, Char - Hotel Indigo Bangkok Wireless Road, Bangkok'78 - Sindhorn Midtown Hotel Bangkok, SoCal - InterContinental Bangkok, Hong's Chinese Restaurant - InterContinental Chiang Mai The Mae Ping and Rogues Bar - InterContinental Bangkok Sukhumvit. 

[image: ]

The brunch forms part of IHG's "Sizzling Summer Fest", a nationwide campaign that runs until Aug 31, packed with perks, flavours and family moments.
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									Patriotism and pixels: billboard firm salutes Thai flag

									Plan B Media flies the tricolour on thousands of LED screens and in Times Square
								

									Plan B Media has drawn social media praise for displaying the Thai national flag on its 19,775 digital screens nationwide at 8am and 6pm daily, and at an iconic location in Times Square in New York City.
									SET-listed Plan B took to Facebook on Wednesday to invite Thais to express their patriotism, allowing the flag to wave across the nation and unite citizens under the hashtags #TruthFromThailand and #aithyniiraksngbaetthuengrbaimkhlaad.

The tricolour flag can also be seen in Times Square, paying tribute to soldiers who fought and died during the recent border conflict with Cambodia. 

[image: Thai flag displayed in front of Siam Center. (Photo: Plan B Media)]
Thai flags displayed in front of Siam Center in Bangkok. (Photo: Plan B Media)



[image: Thai flag displayed at Lumpini area. (Photo: Plan B Media)]
The tricolour on view along Rama IV Road in Bangkok. (Photo: Plan B Media)



The campaign was the brainchild of Plan B chief executive Palin Lojanagosin, according to Chuwit Kamolvisit, a former massage parlour tycoon turned politician and now an anti-corruption crusader.

Mr Chuwit praised the businessman's patriotism, noting that a spot on a Times Square LED screen costs the equivalent of 3 million baht monthly. That buys an advertiser one minute per hour to display their message.

He emphasised the importance of communicating truth to the world at a time when regional tensions have been running high, along with misinformation about the causes.

Plan B Media operates Thailand's largest out-of-home media network, with digital screens at key locations from billboards and LED displays on main roads to transport stations and airports.

[image: Thai flag displayed at Time Square, written #TruthFromThailand. (Photo: Plan B Media)]
Thailand sends a message from one of the most famous locations in the world, Times Square in New York City. (Photo: Plan B Media)
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									Grilled fish specialist

									Kayaki highlights yakizakana at Yard 49
								

									Located in Yard 49, Kayaki is a new Japanese restaurant specialised in yakizakana, or the grilled fish department in Japanese cuisine. 
									[image: ]

It is by three sibling restaurateurs Panitan "Benz", Paniti "Boat" and Pavitra "Plane" Kobkulsuwan, who are also behind temaki specialist Kanori and brunch joint Kay's, so diners (with big wallets) are in for a treat here.  

[image: ]

Kayaki's wooden facade looks minimal yet stands out among the green surroundings. Behind the sliding doors, you have either dining booths or bars to choose from with a full garden view through floor-to-ceiling glass windows.

[image: ]
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Choose from three pre-selected sets of six to eight items, featuring sashimi-grade red dish, white fish and other seafood. Of course, these fruits of the sea are all flown in from Japan. Regardless of where you sit or what set you choose, each dish will be prepared, served and explained before your eyes.  

[image: ]

As a prelude to your set, you'll be served with a simple iceberg lettuce and a miso soup to warm up your appetite. Hold off on your rice served in a small wooden bucket and the condiments -- stir-fried leek, yuzu-infused ponzu and freshly grated wasabi with lime -- until the main event starts.

[image: ]

Your personal cook will be advising you on how to savour each piece the optimum way along the way. The top-tier eponymous set starts with chutoro for a melt-in-your-mouth sensation. Hotate, the second bite, is grilled just right, remaining plump and sweet. Toro bomb is served next, featuring chutoro, uni and ikura on a bed of rice. Delicious and decadent. Mind you, Toro bomb can be ordered only if you choose the top two sets, and it costs extra on top of the price you already paid for the set.

[image: ]

Prized delicacies aka ebi (red shrimp), kinmedai (the big-eyed red snapper) and ika (squid) are served bite-sized before the set ends with Otoro suki, which is bluefin tuna belly paired with yolk for a very savoury finish. 

Don't walk in willy-nilly. It's wise to call to check in advance.  
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									New movies out this week: July 31-Aug 6

									'The Naked Gun' was originally meant to be a direct-to-TV sequel of 'Naked Gun 331/3: The Final Insult'
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

I Know What You Did Last Summer

Directed by Jennifer Kaytin Robinson.

Who's in it?

Jennifer Love Hewitt, Madelyn Cline, Chase Sui Wonders and Jonah Hauer-King.

What's it about?

When five friends inadvertently cause a deadly car accident, they cover up their involvement and make a pact to keep it a secret rather than face the consequences. A year later, their past comes back to haunt them and they're forced to confront a horrifying truth: someone knows what they did last summer...and is hell-bent on revenge. As one by one the friends are stalked by a killer, they discover this has happened before, and they turn to two survivors of the legendary Southport Massacre of 1997 for help.

Why watch it? 

On Dec 13, 2024 Jennifer Love Hewitt officially announced she would be returning as Julie James in the new sequel.
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The Naked Gun

Directed by Akiva Schaffer.

Who's in it?

Liam Neeson, Pamela Anderson, Kevin Durand and Paul Walter Hauser.

What's it about? 

Only one man has the particular set of skills - to lead Police Squad and save the world.

Why watch it?

Development commenced in 2009 for a project initially slated as a direct-to-TV release featuring Leslie Nielsen. Titled "The Naked Gun 4: Rhythm Of Evil', the concept unfolded as a passing-the-torch narrative, with Frank Drebin mentoring a younger police officer.
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Jeonjijeok Dokja Sijeom (Omniscent Reader: The Prophecy)

Directed by Byung-woo Kim.

Who's in it? 

Lee Min-ho, Ahn Hyo-seop and Kim Jisoo.

What's it about? 

Dokja was an average office worker whose sole interest was reading his favourite web novel 'Three Ways To Survive The Apocalypse". But when the novel suddenly becomes reality, he is the only person who knows how the world will end. Armed with this realisation, Dokja uses his understanding to change the course of the story and the world as he knows it.

Why watch it?

Based on the web novel Omniscient Reader.
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Shiranai Kanojo (My Beloved Stranger)

Directed by Takahiro Miki.

Who's in it?

Jun Fubuki, Kenta Kiritani and Wan Marui.

What's it about?

Riku Kanbayashi and Minami Maezono fell in love with each other in college and got married. Later, Riku became a best-selling novelist thanks to Minami's support, however, Minami's dream of becoming a singer remained unfulfilled. One day, their relationship hits the breaking point after a thoughtless remark from Riku, leading to a huge fight. The next morning, Riku wakes up to find Minami gone. As he goes to his publisher, he realises that the famous author he thought he was has been reduced to a mere editor at a literary magazine. Meanwhile, the city is buzzing with the presence of a talented singer-songwriter named Minami Maezono, someone Riku has never even met before.

Why watch it?

Soundtrack I still is performed by Milet.



Premieres on Aug 1

[image: ]

Son of Sardaar 2

Directed by Vijay Kumar Arora.

Who's in it?

Mrunal Thakur, Ajay Devgn and Kubbra Sait.

What's it about?

After years away, Jassi travels to Scotland to reconcile with his wife, but gets entangled in a mob conflict and a chaotic Sikh wedding. Now he must save hostages and his marriage while navigating cultural chaos.

Why watch it?

Final film of Mukul Dev who passed away on May 24.
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									Remembering the life that forged heavy metal

									
								

									The rock world is in mourning following the passing of John Michael "Ozzy" Osbourne on July 22 at the age of 76. Surrounded by his family in his home country of England, he drew the curtain on an extraordinary life and career that helped shape the very sound of heavy metal. Known affectionately -- and infamously -- as the "Prince of Darkness", Ozzy leaves behind a legacy built on dark riffs, wild stage theatrics and an unbreakable bond with rock music fans around the world. To remember this rock and roll legend, here are five defining highlights from Ozzy's unforgettable journey in rock.
									The Birth Of Heavy Metal With Black Sabbath

As the lead vocalist of Black Sabbath, formed in Birmingham in 1968, Ozzy's haunting vocals and the band's dark, doom-laden sound revolutionised rock music. Their early classics -- Paranoid, Master Of Reality, and Sabbath Bloody Sabbath -- laid the foundation for the heavy metal genre with heavy riffs and brooding atmosphere. Fans began calling him the "Prince of Darkness" thanks to the band's sinister live presence and themes, a moniker he initially shrugged off as a joke but which stuck for life.

Solo Success and Blizzard Of Ozz

After being fired from Sabbath in 1979, Ozzy launched a solo career in 1980 with Blizzard Of Ozz. The album spawned some of his most enduring hits --including Crazy Train and Mr. Crowley -- and established him as a solo superstar. His subsequent 1981 album Diary Of A Madman broke new ground, though it was marred by tragedy when guitarist Randy Rhoads died in a plane crash mid-tour.

[image: Remembering the life  that forged heavy metal]

Bat-Biting (And Other Outrageous Antics)

Ozzy became infamous for his wild performances and on-stage antics. In one of the most notorious rock moments ever, he bit the head off a live bat during a 1982 concert -- later claiming he thought it was a rubber prop. He also performed a dove decapitation stunt at a record label meeting, threw raw meat into crowds and caused headlines with bizarre behaviour that cemented his reputation as rock's wildest and most unpredictable frontman.

The 'Prince of Darkness' Persona And Pop Culture Icon

Ozzy's theatrical image was cemented by his nickname and flamboyant stage identity, but he also became a mainstream cultural figure. With hits like No More Tears (1991), he continued to rack up multi-platinum albums. Later, Ozzfest -- the metal festival he co-founded with wife Sharon and son Jack -- became a major showcase for heavy music. His life also reached new audiences with MTV's reality show The Osbournes, showcasing a more humorous and familial side to the rock legend.

[image: Andrew Medichini]

The Farewell Concert And Final Goodbye

On July 5, Ozzy took the stage one last time for a farewell concert in his hometown of Birmingham at Villa Park, reuniting with original Black Sabbath members after two decades. Though visibly frail -- requiring assistance, performing seated and relying on a cane -- he delivered an emotional final performance in front of 42,000 devoted fans. Just 17 days later, he passed away, closing the circle of a career defined by defiance, resilience and heart.
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									Join a virtual run for a good cause

									
								

									Runners and interested people are invited to join "Tong Mahidol Day Virtual Run 2025", which is open for registration until Oct 10.
									Held for the first time by the Faculty of Medicine, Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University, this virtual run is part of the "Tong Mahidol Donation Project 2025", which is collecting donations and presents Mahidol Day flags as souvenirs to donors.

The project aims to raise funds for the provision of medical equipment and treatment of patients at Siriraj Hospital and to commemorate Prince Mahidol Adulyadej of Songkhla, the father of modern medicine and public health in Thailand. The virtual run covers 24km and participants can run anywhere, any day and at a time of their convenience while tracking their run using an app or a smartwatch. Alternatively, they can run on a treadmill to accumulate the distance. There are three race packs to choose from. The 300-baht pack includes one Mahidol Day flag, an e-bib, a medal and an e-certificate. A commemorative T-shirt will be an addition in the 500-baht pack. Meanwhile, participants will get a limited edition Siriraj x Butterbear shirt as an extra in the 1,000-baht pack.

Participants are required to submit the results via vr.thai.run/tongmahidoldayvirtualrun by Oct 24. All proceeds will go towards the Siriraj Foundation.

Visit race.thai.run/tongmahidoldayvirtualrun or check out Facebook: TongMahidol.
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									Solo exhibition pays homage to HM the King

									
								

									BNC Creatives Art Gallery RCA presents "The Father", a solo exhibition held to mark the birthday of HM King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua, until Aug 31.
									On display are a series of artworks by Tanakorn Buaplod, an award-winning artist known for his powerful and symbolic paintings of various living creatures that go beyond mere realistic depiction.

He has occasionally created strikingly unique portraits of notable individuals, especially royal portraitures, including revered Thai monarchs. In this exhibition, he presents a portrait of HM King Vajiralongkorn as a tribute in celebration of his birthday.

For the new series, he drew inspiration from a royal portrait of the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej (King Rama IX) that he saw in a magazine during his childhood. The image did not resemble a photograph but rather had the appearance of a classic print, reminiscent of vintage publications.

He adopted this style for his portrayal of King Vajiralongkorn as a way to honour and pay tribute to the current monarch of Thailand. This series comprises 10 portrait paintings of the King at various stages of his life, from childhood through adulthood, culminating in his present reign as King Rama X.

The number of paintings symbolically corresponds to his reign as the 10th monarch of the Chakri Dynasty. Each portrait is the same size, symbolising the stability and enduring role of the monarchy as a unifying institution and pillar of Thai society.

A notable characteristic of the 10 royal portraits is their solemn and dignified colour palette, echoing the classic print style that influenced Tanakorn in his youth. This colour tone also reflects the King's dignified demeanour and composed military bearing.

BNC Creatives Art Gallery RCA is located on Rama IX Road and opens Tuesday to Sunday from 10am to 6pm.

Email info@bncdigital.co or call 092-609-2666.
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									Rare cell analysis offers early disease warnings

									A groundbreaking test detects silent cellular changes years before symptoms appear, offering a new path to prevention and personalised care
								

									Your body speaks in whispers long before it screams. While conventional medicine waits for obvious symptoms, Rare Cell Analysis listens to those whispers - the subtle cellular changes that precede disease by years. This is not just another test; it is a revolutionary approach that detects health threats at their earliest, most treatable stages. 
									What Makes This Different? A New Paradigm in Detection

Traditional medicine looks for established disease. We look for its precursors:


	Circulating Tumour Cells (CTCs): The earliest seeds of cancer, detectable before tumours form

	Dysfunctional Endothelial Cells: Warning signs of developing cardiovascular disease

	Abnormal Immune Signatures: Indicators of brewing autoimmune or inflammatory conditions



The Science Behind the Breakthrough

This advanced technology works by detecting extremely rare cells in the blood using ultra-sensitive microfluidic systems--capable of finding just a few abnormal cells among millions. Beyond detection, it analyses multiple features of these cells, including their behaviour and specific molecular markers, to offer a deeper understanding of what is occurring inside the body.

[image: Rare cell analysis offers early disease warnings]


A key strength of this approach is its ability to track changes over time. Instead of providing a single snapshot, it creates a dynamic, evolving picture of your health.

Clinical studies are promising. For example, the detection of CTCs can predict cancer recurrence six to twelve months earlier than traditional imaging. Similarly, signs of abnormal endothelial cells have been linked to a fivefold increase in cardiovascular risk, providing a critical early warning system.

Why This Matters Now More Than Ever

We are living longer, but not always healthier. Chronic diseases are now the leading health challenge of our time, responsible for approximately 70% of deaths globally and consuming around 75% of healthcare expenditure. These conditions often result in prolonged suffering and reduced quality of life, affecting not only individuals but also families, caregivers, and entire health systems.

The painful truth is that by the time symptoms appear, significant biological damage may already have occurred. Rare Cell Analysis changes this narrative by offering:


	The Gift of Time: Early warnings that enable timely treatment

	Precision Prevention: Personalised interventions based on your unique biology

	Peace of Mind: Objective insights into your current health status



Who Stands to Benefit Most?

This method is particularly valuable for:


	Health-Conscious Individuals seeking proactive care

	People with Family Histories of chronic disease

	Those with Unexplained Symptoms not detected by standard tests

	Cancer Survivors needing ongoing monitoring and early recurrence detection



A Balanced Perspective

While this technology is transformative, it is best used as a complementary tool rather than a replacement for traditional methods. It enhances current diagnostics and is supported by ongoing research into new biomarkers. Proper interpretation by experienced clinicians is essential to avoid misdiagnosis or unnecessary interventions.

The alternative? Waiting until diseases are severe enough to be detected conventionally - often when treatment options are limited and outcomes poorer.

An Opportunity to Change Your Health Trajectory

The greatest tragedy in healthcare is not the diseases we cannot cure - but those we detect too late. Rare Cell Analysis represents a shift from treating illness to preserving health.

This is not about fear - it is about empowerment. The power to:


	Intervene when it matters most

	Make informed, data-driven decisions

	Add not just years to life, but life to years



As the science continues to evolve, one truth remains: the future of medicine belongs to those who listen to the body's earliest warnings. Will you be among them?



Author: Chantana Somphadung, MD., Integrative and Anti-Aging Medicine Physician, Absolute Health Integrative Medicine, Bangkok. 

https://absolute-health.org, www.facebook.com/absolutehealth.org, Line OA: @absolutehealth
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: July 30-Aug 5

									14 new titles from Apple TV+, HBO Max, Netflix and Food Network
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick! 
									
APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Chief Of War

Premieres on Aug 1

Performed by a predominantly Polynesian cast led by Jason Momoa, Chief of War follows the epic and unprecedented telling of the unification and colonization of Hawai'i at the turn of the 18th century.

[image: ]

Stillwater: Season 4

Premieres on Aug 1

Siblings Karl, Addy and Michael have a very special next-door neighbour: a wise panda named Stillwater. His friendship and stories give them new perspectives on the world, themselves and each other.



HBO/HBO MAX

[image: ]

Toons Looniversity: Season 2

Premieres on July 31 

Babs, Buster and friends enrol at Acme Looniversity, the premier institution of higher hijinx learning.

[image: ]

Final Destination Bloodlines 

Premieres on Aug 1

Plagued by a recurring violent nightmare, a college student returns home to find the one person who can break the cycle and save her family.

[image: ]

Dog Man

Premieres on Aug 2 

A 2025 American animated superhero comedy film based on Dav Pilkey's children's graphic novel series of the same name.



FOOD NETWORK

[image: ]

24 In 24: Last Chef Standing: Season 2

Premieres on Aug 4 

Chefs often describe their jobs as being 24/7; now, Michael Symon and Esther Choi put that to the test as 24 chefs face 24 challenges in 24 nonstop hours; the chefs take on eight shifts, each testing a different skill, for a chance to win US$50,000.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Glass Heart

Premieres on July 31

An aspiring drummer suddenly loses her spot in the band. But when a brilliant musician recruits her for his new band, her life takes a passionate turn.

[image: ]

The Black Death

Premieres on July 31

During the great war between Ayutthaya and Hongsawadee, the great 'plague' is reported all over town. However, disaster strikes when the corpses of those who died from the plague come back to life. They rise up to bite and tear at the flesh and blood of everyone, turning them into creatures like themselves.

[image: ]

The Stone

Premieres on Aug 1 

After discovering his ailing father's legendary amulet, a man is thrust into a dangerous world of criminals and collectors desperate to claim it. 

[image: ]

My Oxford Year

Premieres on Aug 1

An ambitious American fulfilling her dream of studying at Oxford falls for a charming Brit hiding a secret that may upend her perfectly planned life.

[image: ]

Call Me By Your Name

Premieres on Aug 1

In the summer of 1983, 17-year-old Elio forms a life-changing bond with his father's charismatic research assistant Oliver in the Italian countryside.

[image: ]

Beyond The Bar

Premieres on Aug 2

A young, rookie lawyer with a strong sense of justice joins a top law firm -- navigating the complex legal world under a cold, demanding mentor. 

[image: ]

Burn After Reading

Premieres on Aug 4

When a pair of clueless gym employees stumble on secret CIA documents, their clumsy attempts at blackmail land them in a dangerous world of trouble.

[image: ]

Dan In Real Life

Premieres on Aug 5

Single father Dan becomes smitten with a woman he meets at a bookstore. But things get complicated when she turns out to be dating his brother.
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									Bangkok's Flame-Fired Icon Serves Romance on a Plate

									Fireplace Grill and Bar at InterContinental Bangkok offers an unforgettable experience of flame-kissed flavour and refined indulgence--elevated further by a luxurious seasonal truffle menu now available.
								

									Bangkok, July 18, 2025 -- In an era when discerning diners increasingly seek experiences over mere consumption, Fireplace Grill and Bar at InterContinental Bangkok delivers a masterclass in culinary storytelling. Here, dinner is not just about sustenance--it's a slow-burning narrative of taste, theatre, and timeless sophistication.
									Opened in 1966, Fireplace Grill and Bar was one of Bangkok's original luxury dining destinations, launched at a time when the Thai capital had just a handful of five-star hotels. Nearly 60 years later, it's more than a restaurant--it's a chapter of Bangkok's hospitality heritage. And under the meticulous eye of Chef Gaetano Palumbo, the legacy lives on with fresh vibrancy.



A Setting That Smoulders with Elegance

Step inside and you're transported. Soft lighting casts golden hues on polished wood and leather, while the centrepiece--a commanding open grill--crackles with the primal beauty of live fire. It's culinary theatre at its most refined, where the chef is both artisan and performer.

Prefer to people-watch from a cosy corner seat or bask in the glow of the flames with front-row seats to the kitchen action? Either way, the ambience invites lingering conversation, romantic glances, and a second bottle of wine from their Wine Guru digital tablet, offering an extensive range of global labels at your fingertips. 

[image: ]

Starters that Startle the Senses

The menu begins as it means to go on: with unapologetic indulgence. The Seared Foie Gras with Scottish Brown Crab is a standout--its richness offset by a clever pairing of green apple and rhubarb. For traditionalists, the Escargots a la Bourguignonne is a reverent ode to French cuisine, elevated by an unexpected touch of Tabasco and served with lightly toasted, housemade garlic butter bread--perfect for mopping up the fragrant, herby butter. 

[image: ]



Meanwhile, the Canadian Lobster Bisque, poured tableside over butter-poached lobster chunks, is decadent without being heavy. Smoky, rich, and laced with bourbon, it's proof that true craftsmanship lies in elevating the classics. 

[image: Bangkok's Flame-Fired Icon Serves Romance on a Plate]

If you're visiting during the truffle season special menu, which runs through the end of August, be sure to try the Green Pea Soup with Onsen Egg and Truffle. It's a lesson in balance: earthy, silky, and topped with crisp bacon for contrast. This dish alone could convert a minimalist into a maximalist. 

Seafood & Steak: Fire's Finest Expressions 

Fireplace Grill and Bar's calling card, of course, is in the name. And nowhere is the heat put to better use than in its signature seafood and steak dishes. 



On the seafood front, Butter Roasted Canadian Lobster, Pan-Fried Toothfish, and Sicilian Red Prawns with Tagliolini demonstrate the kitchen's range, from comfort food to elegant refinement.

From the seasonal truffle menu, the Egg Tagliolini with Truffle and Porcini Sauce continues the theme--an ode to Italy's forest floors, with Parmesan, truffle, and handmade pasta in perfect harmony. 

[image: ]

Yet for carnivores, the holy grail awaits in the steak selection. The Mayura Wagyu Tenderloin, marbling grade 8-9, strikes the sweet spot between indulgence and value. Raised in Australia, its Japanese genetics give it the melt-in-your-mouth richness wagyu lovers crave. Served with charred pimento, roasted garlic, and a dazzling choice of sauces--from veal jus to Thai-style nam jim jaew--each bite feels tailored to your personal taste.

[image: ]



Feeling curious or indecisive? The Grilled Beef Tasting Selection is a 450-gram tour of the world's finest cuts--Blackmore Wagyu Striploin, U.S. Prime Rib Eye, and Stockyard Tenderloin--each with a distinct texture and flavour profile. Compare, contrast, and marvel.

Don't skip the Baked Bone Marrow Gremolata, a dish that marries indulgence with health benefits, boasting collagen, monounsaturated fats, and a herbaceous zing that cuts through the richness.

Craving the deep, earthy allure of truffle? This special seasonal menu takes it to new heights. Start with the crisp Kohlrabi with Hazelnut and Black Truffle--a clean, vegetarian composition--or opt for the Seared Hokkaido Scallop atop melted leek, sharpened by apple and cucumber slaw and a whisper of truffle dressing. Mains include the Grilled Stockyard Beef Tenderloin with shiitake jam and shaved black truffle, or the Turbot with Celeriac in a silky miso beurre blanc. The Egg Tagliolini with Black Truffle, laced with porcini and Parmesan, is pure comfort. And for a final flourish, the "Cacao Truffle" delivers layered decadence: chocolate coffee truffle, truffle cream, cookie crumble, caramelised hazelnut crunch, and whipped coffee Chantilly. 

[image: ]

Desserts that Dazzle (and Flambe)

If you've somehow left room for dessert, prepare for spectacle. The Crepes Suzette is flambeed tableside in a thrilling ritual of flame, sugar, orange zest, and liqueur. The pancakes arrive folded into warm citrus caramel, served with vanilla ice cream and fresh strawberries--a crescendo that's as much visual as it is gustatory.

[image: ]



Alternatively, the Cacao Truffle is a sensual layering of textures and temperatures: truffle chocolate cream, cookie crumble, hazelnut crunch, and whipped coffee Chantilly. A sophisticated twist on comfort, it's the kind of dessert you can't help but dissect... before devouring.

[image: ]
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Sips to Start or Seal the Deal

Start strong with a Yellow Submarine Cocktail, a showstopper with yuzu, mango, bee pollen, and a touch of cheese--yes, cheese--in the foam. It's an avant-garde experience that challenges expectations in all the right ways.

Prefer to stay dry? The Mango Carrot Mocktail is no afterthought. Mango, carrot, orange, agave, pepper--served tall and chunky--it refreshes and surprises with every sip.

The Verdict: A Rare and Refined Classic

In a city that churns through food trends like a buffet line, Fireplace Grill and Bar stands firm--not by resisting change, but by evolving with grace. It honours its legacy without being trapped by it, delivering meals that satisfy the soul and stir the senses.

For couples seeking romance, for gourmets seeking truth through fire, and for travellers seeking a taste of Bangkok's heritage--this is where experience meets excellence.

This isn't just dinner. This is the reason you travel.

[image: ]
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