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Fed Keeps Rates Steady Despite Internal Divisions and Political Pressure

The central bank kept interest rates steady for a fifth straight meeting, despite badgering from President Trump. It has "made no decisions" on cutting rates at its next meeting, the Fed chair said.

Video: Federal Reserve Keeps Interest Rates Steady for Fifth Meeting in a Row

The Federal Reserve kept interest rates steady despite rare dissenting views from two members of the board.


By Colby Smith
Colby Smith covers the Federal Reserve.


Jul 30, 2025 at 10:02 AM

The Federal Reserve held interest rates steady on Wednesday for a fifth meeting in a row, despite officials splintering over the right time to restart cuts after an extended pause and relentless attacks from President Trump.

In standing pat, the central bank kept interest rates at a range of 4.25 percent to 4.5 percent, a level reached in December after a series of reductions at the end of last year. It marked one of the most contentious policy votes in decades, with two members of the powerful Board of Governors dissenting.

Christopher J. Waller, a governor, and Michelle W. Bowman, vice chair for supervision -- both of whom were appointed by Mr. Trump -- supported the Fed lowering interest rates by a quarter of a percentage point. The last time two board members opposed a decision related to monetary policy was in 1993 when Alan Greenspan was chair.

Adriana Kugler, a governor, did not attend the meeting and so did not cast a vote.

The July meeting comes at a turbulent moment for the central bank and its chair, Jerome H. Powell, who have been the targets of an intense pressure campaign by the White House.

The president has called for borrowing costs to be three percentage points lower, arguing that the Fed is both holding back an economic boom and making the country's debt payments more expensive by keeping interest rates at current levels.

As the Fed prepared to release its policy decision on Wednesday, Mr. Trump resumed his attacks on Mr. Powell, once again demanding lower borrowing costs.

Mr. Trump also swatted away concerns that such a move, if done prematurely, could actually exacerbate inflation, telling reporters at the White House that the Fed could simply raise rates if inflation spiked.

"What you do is, you lower them, and let's see if there's inflation. Right now there's no inflation," Mr. Trump said, adding that high interest rates had prevented some Americans from buying houses and made it more expensive for the government to borrow money.

Federal Funds Target Rate


Note: The rate since December 2008 is the midpoint of the federal funds target range.

While the president seemed to recognize that the Fed was not going to lower rates at its Wednesday meeting, he indicated that a cut could come at the Fed's next meeting. "I hear they're going to do it in September," he said.

Mr. Powell, asked directly about a September cut at a news conference on Wednesday, said the Fed had made no decision about future moves. He did not rule out the option but stressed that the Fed would closely track economic data to be released in the intervening period, which will be crucial in determining whether the Fed follows through with a cut or not.

"We have made no decisions about September," Mr. Powell told reporters. "We don't do that in advance."

He later added that the Fed would be looking at the "totality" of the economic data.

In recent weeks, Mr. Trump and his top aides have broadened their criticism of Mr. Powell to include his management of the central bank, fixating on a $2.5 billion renovation of the Fed's headquarters in Washington. The president, who has previously threatened to fire the Fed chair, even went so far as to visit the active construction site last week and openly squabble with Mr. Powell in front of cameras over the cost of the project.

Mr. Powell on Wednesday said that he had a "nice visit" with the president and was honored to have hosted him.

The central bank operates independently of the White House and strives to set monetary policy free of political influence, despite Mr. Trump claims to the contrary. Mr. Powell defended that independence on Wednesday, which he said had "served the public well" and enabled the Fed to set interest rates based on what was best for the economy. He also again made clear that the Fed did not factor politics into its policy decisions and that it adjusts interest rates based solely on the economic backdrop.

The July meeting comes at a turbulent moment for the central bank and its chair, Jerome H. Powell, who have been the targets of an intense pressure campaign by the White House. Caroline Gutman for The New York Times


Right now, however, the data is sending mixed signals, stoking divisions across the Fed about when to lower borrowing costs again. The main faultlines stem from divergent views on the health of the labor market and the perceived risk to inflation posed by Mr. Trump's tariffs.

Mr. Waller and Ms. Bowman sit on one end of the spectrum, arguing that the labor market is flashing warning signs that the Fed should not ignore. They also assert that price pressures just now starting to bubble up because of the levies Mr. Trump imposed on the country's biggest trading partners will fade over time.

On the other end is a sizable group of policymakers much more concerned about inflation and hesitant to lower interest rates until there is tangible evidence that the labor market is weakening. As of projections released at the last meeting in June, seven of the 19 officials forecast the Fed standing pat the rest of the year.

Occupying the middle ground are centrists who see a path to lower borrowing costs perhaps as early as September, but want to gather more data before shifting off the wait-and-see stance that has guided the central bank since January.

Mr. Powell on Wednesday sought to strike a balance between the competing camps at the central bank. He stressed that the majority of officials still thought it appropriate for the Fed's monetary policy settings to be "modestly restrictive," meaning that they are still holding back growth in some capacity because inflation is still above the central bank's 2 percent target, and the labor market was still solid even as "downside risks" had risen.

That echoed the Fed's policy statement released alongside the rate decision on Wednesday, which downgraded its assessment of the economy and acknowledged that recent indicators suggested growth had "moderated in the first half of the year." Yet, the statement stopped short of sounding any alarm about the labor market.

"The unemployment rate remains low, the labor market conditions remain solid. Inflation remains somewhat elevated," it said.

Inflation remains a big wild card for the Fed, especially with Mr. Trump still finalizing the tariff rates being imposed on the country's trading partners. Mr. Powell on Wednesday said that he expected tariffs to raise consumer prices but reiterated that he expected those inflationary pressures to be temporary. He also added that companies may be finding it hard to fully pass on the higher costs associated with tariffs because their customers are either unwilling or unable to pay higher prices.

Still, inflation remains above the Fed's 2 percent target, so that will limit how much the central bank is eventually able to cut once it restarts interest rate reductions. Mr. Powell on Wednesday signaled that the Fed's goal was to shift toward a more "neutral" policy setting, which means a level of interest rates that neither stimulates the economy nor restrains it. At no point did he discuss easing policy so that it revs up growth.

He also did not endorse the projections released in June, which showed that most policymakers supported the Fed cutting interest rates by half a percentage point this year.

Data released on Wednesday showed that the economy grew 3 percent in the second quarter, a rebound from the first three months of the year that reflected big swings in trade and inventories as a result of Mr. Trump's tariffs. In the aggregate, the data from the first six months of the year indicate that the economy has lost momentum. That followed a report by the Bureau of Labor Statistics tracking job openings across the country that confirmed companies are pulling back on hiring but not yet letting go of workers.

Later this week, the Fed will also get an update on their preferred inflation gauge, the Personal Consumption Expenditures price index, as well as July's jobs report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/business/fed-meeting-july-dissent.html
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Texas Republicans Unveil Gerrymandered House Map, Trying to Please Trump

The proposed map would give Republicans a chance to gain five U.S. House seats, including in Houston, Dallas and along the U.S.-Mexican border.

John McQueeney, a Republican member of the Texas House, looks at a map before a committee hearing on the congressional redistricting. Jordan Vonderhaar for The New York Times



By J. David Goodman, Nick Corasaniti and Shane Goldmacher
J. David Goodman reported from Houston, Nick Corasaniti and Shane Goldmacher from New York.


Jul 30, 2025 at 06:26 PM

The Republican-dominated Legislature in Texas on Wednesday unveiled an aggressively redrawn map for the state's U.S. House districts, proposing to carve up five Democratic seats so that Republicans would now be likely to win them in 2026.

The redrawn map was condemned by Democrats as a baldly partisan attempt at a rare mid-decade redistricting that has been pushed for months by President Trump and accepted by Gov. Greg Abbott and the Republican leaders of Texas.

It fulfilled the president's central demand: five additional Republican seats in Congress that could help the party keep control of the U.S. House after the midterm elections next year. Mr. Trump is pressing Republican legislatures in Missouri, Indiana and elsewhere to follow Texas' lead.

Beyond possible litigation, Texas Democrats may be powerless to stop the Republicans from moving ahead with redrawing districts to flip Democratic seats in deeply blue Dallas, Houston and Austin, and to win control of two highly competitive areas of the Rio Grande Valley along the U.S.-Mexican border.

And the map did not appear to seriously weaken Republican incumbents, which Democrats had hoped could be an inadvertent result of any aggressive effort to grab more seats in the state.

"When they know they can't win, they cheat!" declared Representative Vicente Gonzalez, a Democrat who narrowly won re-election last year in a border district that is redrawn in the proposed map to favor Republicans.

He called the map "outrageously gerrymandered" to create a "Trump rigged district."

The new map would push Democrats together into one seat around Austin, forcing a veteran liberal Democrat, Representative Lloyd Doggett, to face off against a rising star on the party's progressive left, Representative Greg Casar, over the remaining district in the heavily blue state capital.

"Merging the 35th and the 37th districts is illegal voter suppression of Black and Latino Central Texans," Mr. Casar said in a statement, warning that if the map is allowed to stand, Mr. Trump's efforts to push redistricting "will spread like wildfire across the country."

Mr. Abbott has defended the redistricting effort, citing a letter from the Justice Department this month that argued that several districts needed to be redrawn in light of a decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, Petteway v. Galveston County.

"We will maximize the ability of Texans to be able to vote for the candidate of their choice," Mr. Abbott said in a television interview last week. He did not comment on the proposed map on Wednesday.

The appellate court found that the federal Voting Rights Act does not protect so-called "coalition districts," where minority groups together constitute a majority. Constitutional law experts have said the decision did not mean that such districts, which are common throughout the country, must be redrawn.

In all, the new map, proposed by the State House in consultation with the National Republican Redistricting Trust, a Washington-based group, could well give Republicans control of 30 of the state's 38 House seats, putting nearly 80 percent of the delegation in Republican control. In the 2024 election, Mr. Trump carried the state with 56 percent of the vote.

It must still be approved by a legislative committee, and then by the full House. The Texas Senate may propose its own map, or it may choose to pass the one introduced by the House.

A public hearing on the proposed map was set for Friday in the State House, and a final vote by the Legislature could come as early as next week.

Mr. Abbott, who made redistricting part of the recently scheduled 30-day special legislative session after prodding from the White House, can then sign or veto the map.

If it is adopted, Democrats and voting right groups are likely to challenge the new congressional map in court, arguing that it is a violation of the Voting Rights Act.

"Texas Republicans appear to have made what is already one of the country's most racially discriminatory maps even worse," said Julie Merz, the executive director of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, the House Democrats' official campaign arm. "We anticipate Texas will get sued and the map will get struck down."

But the new districts appeared to be drawn in such a way that Republicans hope it will survive a challenge: Four of the five redrawn seats are majority Hispanic.

The approach suggested that Republicans are banking on holding onto the Hispanic voters that they have gained, particularly in Texas, in recent elections.

But Democrats say that is not guaranteed, especially in midterm elections that almost always favor the party not in power in the White House. In that sense, the Republicans may be gambling that the huge Hispanic shift -- especially among men -- is a true realignment behind their party; Democrats hope it was driven more by Mr. Trump personally, and by economic concerns in 2024 that have not been allayed.

The unveiling of the map came less than a day after public hearings concluded before committees of the Texas Legislature. Nearly all the testimony from Texans at the hearings was strongly opposed to the effort. Democratic lawmakers also spoke loudly against the redistricting, while Republicans on the committees remained mostly silent.

Some Republican members of Congress in Texas had been wary of the redistricting effort, concerned that redrawn lines would make their own seats less safe. Few have spoken publicly about it, though Representative Nathaniel Moran said in an interview this month that the redistricting "is a concern."

But each of the incumbent Republicans who were in seats that Trump carried with at least 60 percent of the vote still are in districts that Trump carried by about 60 percent of the vote or more, according to a Times analysis of the newly drawn maps. 

The districts that have been redrawn to flip from Democratic control to Republican in the new map are three urban districts: Houston's ninth, held by Representative Al Green; the 32nd, held by Representative Julie Johnson, in the Dallas area; and the 35th, held by Mr. Casar, which stretches from Austin to San Antonio. In the proposed map, the 35th would not include parts of Austin at all.

There are also two seats in the Rio Grande Valley: the 34th, held by Mr. Gonzalez, and 28th, held by Representative Henry Cuellar, who survived a re-election challenge last year despite being under federal indictment in a bribery case.

Other Republican-led states are facing pressure from the White House to follow Texas. In Missouri, where two of the state's eight seats are Democratic, White House officials have been reaching out to individual members of the legislature, pressuring them to draw new maps that would flip the Kansas City district to Republican control.

In order to draw new districts, Gov. Mike Kehoe of Missouri, a Republican, would have to call members into a special session. On Wednesday evening, after Texas' move, Mr. Kehoe broke his silence.

"Governor Kehoe and his team are aware of the redistricting efforts in Texas, and discussions are always being held to ensure that conservative Missouri values are represented in Washington," his spokeswoman, Gabby Piccard, said. "Governor Kehoe will always consider options that provide congressional districts that best represent Missourians."

Republicans are also looking to Ohio, which was already planning to redraw its U.S. House maps when the current ones expire in 2026, to draft a more aggressive gerrymander.

Democrats in the Texas Legislature have been trying to fight back against the redistricting effort. They have traveled to meet with the Democratic governors of California and Illinois, who have suggested they could respond to Texas' partisan redistricting with one of their own. New York Democrats are considering their own response.

Even Democrats who had once been critical of partisan gerrymandering are changing their positions in the face of Republican boldness.

"We must preserve our democracy now in order to ultimately heal it," Eric Holder, a former U.S. Attorney General who heads the National Democratic Redistricting Committee, said Wednesday, after fighting partisan gerrymanders for years. "It is for this reason that we do not oppose -- on a temporary basis -- responsible responsive actions to ensure that the foundations of our democracy are not permanently eroded."

Texas Democrats have also been mulling a walkout that could stop the maps from going forward in the Legislature by denying a quorum. They did so during Republican-led redistricting in 2003 and in 2021. (The 2021 maps are being challenged in federal court in El Paso, where a panel of judges has yet to issue its ruling.)

Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the Democratic leader, was expected to travel to Austin on Wednesday to meet with state representatives.

Gene Wu, a state representative who leads Democrats in the Texas House, said the unveiling of the map -- before lawmakers have passed any bills addressing devastating flooding in the Texas Hill Country -- showed that the special session "was always about a corrupt political bargain for Donald Trump at the expense of Texans."

But both approaches -- changing other states' districts and walking out -- face hurdles. California's maps are drawn by an independent commission and changing the system could require a referendum. Illinois already has maps that heavily favor Democrats. And New York's Legislature would have to change state law that links redistricting to the decennial census before lawmakers could consider new maps.

In Austin, previous walkouts at the Texas Legislature have delayed but not denied Republicans from ultimately adopting new maps.

Irineo Cabreros contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/us/politics/texas-republican-redistricting.html
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A World of Misery, From 200 Miles Up

Amid warnings of famine in Gaza, a satellite captures an image of hundreds of Palestinians converging on an aid convoy.



By Eric Nagourney, Aric Toler and Samuel Granados



Jul 29, 2025 at 09:10 PM

Even from orbit, the signs of anguish and desperation were visible.

On Saturday, a satellite passing over the Gaza Strip captured an image of hundreds of people converging on a convoy of aid trucks as they threaded through mounds of rubble in the southern part of the territory.

It was not the first time since the war broke out in 2023 between Israel and Hamas militants that trucks bearing desperately needed humanitarian supplies were besieged before they reached their destination. 

But Gaza is hungrier than ever now.

As aid groups warn of looming famine, Palestinians have been killed trying to get food. Some have died in Israeli gunfire at the few aid sites now operating in the territory. Others were shot as they mobbed aid trucks that had just crossed the border. Earlier this month, at least 20 people were killed in a stampede at an aid site.

While many Gazans brave the chaos in a frantic effort to feed their families, they often return home with empty hands. Some of those who do emerge victorious with, say, a bag of flour, have more mercenary motives: They take the goods to sell at markets.

The prices there are often exorbitant, but many Gazans, too old or weak, or too afraid to risk the melees, have little choice but to pay.

Little is known about the dozen or so aid trucks shown in the satellite image, which was released on Monday by Planet Labs, a commercial Earth-imaging company. It remained unclear exactly what they were carrying and where they were bound before they were caught up in the crowd.

Videos taken on the ground about the same time show large crowds of men jostling each other and milling about the trucks. Dozens of men scaled the sides of the vehicles to get at the cargo. People can be seen emerging with boxes, including one marked "food rations."

Video: 

Video shared on social media and verified by The New York Times shows a large crowd of people surrounding an aid truck.

The videos were taken about 300 meters north of the Morag Corridor, a strip created by the Israeli military that separates Khan Younis and Rafah. It was the same location as shown in the satellite image.

From the air, many of the trucks are so covered with people that they are hard to make out. But even from the ground, they are barely recognizable.

Aaron Boxerman contributed reporting. Chevaz Clarke contributed video production.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/29/world/middleeast/gaza-satellite-aid-truck-famine.html
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Investigators Home In on Altitude Discrepancy in Army Helicopter Before Potomac Crash

Flight instruments probably led the Black Hawk crew to believe the helicopter was lower than it actually was before the collision with a commercial airplane on Jan. 29.

Law enforcement and rescue teams searched the Potomac River next to the wreckage of an American Airlines plane that crashed into a helicopter near Reagan National Airport in Arlington, Va., in January. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Karoun Demirjian, Kate Kelly and David A. Fahrenthold



Jul 30, 2025 at 09:51 PM

The Army pilots whose Black Hawk helicopter crashed into a passenger jet over the Potomac River on Jan. 29 may have been misled by their instruments, causing them to believe they were at a safer, lower altitude when they were actually headed straight into the jet's path, according to evidence that federal investigators unveiled on Wednesday.

That revelation came as the National Transportation Safety Board began three days of public hearings into the midair collision that killed 67 people, the first fatal crash involving a major American airline in 15 years.

Those hearings revealed a series of malfunctions and fateful decisions that night that heightened the dangers of an already crowded airspace over the river near Washington's Ronald Reagan National Airport, crisscrossed by passenger jets and helicopters flown by the military and local police.

Inside the helicopter, for instance, investigators said that the Black Hawk's instruments might have shown the pilots were flying 80 to 100 feet below their actual position. The area in which the helicopter was flying did not have much room for error. Helicopters there were expected to fly in a narrow band between 100 and 200 feet above the Potomac.

"Altitude callouts showed a possible lower than actual altitude understanding by the crew," Marie Moler, a mechanical engineer who provided technical expertise for the agency, said during the hearing.

Inside the airport's control tower that night, investigators found, a single controller was handling both helicopter and airplane traffic at the time of the 8:48 p.m. crash, though the jobs are not typically combined at that hour.

Then the controller instructed the Army helicopter to go behind the American Airlines plane as it was landing, which other pilots told the N.T.S.B. was unusual. Typically, controllers tell helicopters to simply wait upriver until planes on that path pass.

The N.T.S.B. will not release its full report on the causes of the crash until early next year. But during Wednesday's hearing, members of that board expressed frustration with the Army and the Federal Aviation Administration, which oversees the air traffic controllers.

One board member, J. Todd Inman, took issue with an Army representative's estimate that the service would update its manuals to let pilots know about the altimeter's problems -- by September.

Scott Rosengren (far right), an Army engineer, being sworn in before testifying at a National Transportation Safety Board hearing in Washington on Wednesday. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


"You're telling me it's going to be two months before you tell them that there's a discrepancy in their altitude?" asked Mr. Inman, who said that helicopters of the same model as the one that crashed flew over his home in the D.C. suburbs. "Could you hurry it up?"

Scott Rosengren, an Army engineer overseeing the modernization of Black Hawk helicopters, testified that -- if he had the power -- he would remove all of the Black Hawks of the type involved in the accident from the Army's use. "If I was king for a day, I would take all Limas out of the fleet today," he said, referring to the Black Hawk UH-60L model. 

But, Mr. Rosengren said, the Army's plan is to keep the helicopters in service, until they are gradually phased out.

The N.T.S.B. began its hearing with an animation showing the flight paths of those two aircraft, overlaid with recordings of the pilots' conversations with air traffic control. Investigators also released transcripts of what those in each cockpit said to each other, revealing that neither seemed to have a sense they were in danger until it was too late.

The following is the agency's chronology of how those paths converged, enabled by what appeared to be both mechanical and human factors.

The pilot of the Army helicopter, Capt. Rebecca M. Lobach, was taking an annual proficiency test using night-vision goggles. She was joined by her instructor Chief Warrant Officer 2 Andrew Loyd Eaves and the aircraft's crew chief, Staff Sgt. Ryan Austin O'Hara.

They started from an Army base south of Washington, and made a wide clockwise circle around the city's suburbs. The last bit of that circle -- from one to four on the imaginary clock face -- would take them south down the Potomac toward their base, Fort Belvoir in Virginia, through the busy corridor in front of National Airport.

Following the rules for helicopters along that stretch of river, investigators said, Capt. Lobach took the helicopter lower. But not low enough. As it got closer to the airport, the helicopter largely stayed above the required 200-foot ceiling -- at times climbing higher than 300 feet -- and was at 278 feet at the time of the crash. Investigators said that an examination of the wreckage indicated that at least one altimeter in the cockpit, which used barometric pressure to estimate height, may have been off. 

The N.T.S.B. held a fact-finding hearing on Wednesday on the January midair collision outside Reagan National Airport. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


That prompted investigators to test three additional Black Hawks, which found that the altimeters' readings ranged from 80 to 130 feet lower than their true altitude when flying over the Potomac.

Army experts testified that it was not uncommon for altimeter readings to fluctuate as much as 100 feet from the true altitude of an aircraft, and that such discrepancies were not usually cause for alarm.


Kylene Lewis, an Army helicopter test pilot who testified at Wednesday's hearing, told F.A.A. officials that in many circumstances, a 100-foot difference between separate altimeter readings on an aircraft during flight "would not be a large area of concern."

"A couple hundred feet would be a concern in flight," she added.

For Capt. Lobach, however, who was trying to thread her way through such a busy airspace at night, 100 feet might have made the difference between a near miss and a crash.

As her helicopter moved downriver, the American Airlines plane from Wichita was preparing to land. The air-traffic controller had asked them to switch to a relatively little-used runway -- requiring them to land east to west, across the helicopter's planned path.

That raised risks. But there was a known solution: Helicopters, unlike planes, can stop and hover. Other helicopter pilots told the N.T.S.B. that they had often been told to pause over Hains Point, at the tip of an island north of the airport, until planes on this same cross-river approach had safely passed.

"If I was southbound, I was told to hold north by Hains Point," said Army Chief Warrant Officer 5 David Van Vechten Jr. "Not one single time ever did they let me cross the approach path" of Runway 33, where the passenger jet was landing that night. A transcript of his interview was among those released by the N.T.S.B. on Wednesday.

Family members and friends of those who lost loved ones in the crash grew emotional as details of the collision were discussed. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


The fact that an air traffic controller was handling both helicopters and airplanes at that time of night on Jan. 29 was unusual. Investigators said that under normal conditions, these jobs were supposed to be handled by two separate controllers during busy daytime and early evening hours, but that they had been combined for most of the day.

This particular controller had been doing the combined jobs for an hour and 20 minutes before the crash. The person's supervisor, who was also not named, said there had been no need to keep the duties separate, given that night's workload, documents released by the N.T.S.B. said.

But in the helicopter, the two pilots thought he sounded busy.

"He's got 'em stacked up tonight," Mr. Eaves said.

"Busy," said Capt. Lobach.

Instead of stopping the helicopter upriver to wait, the controller let them continue toward the airport, using "visual separation." That was a technical phrase for a low-tech solution.

The onus was now on Capt. Lobach and her crew to spot the incoming airplane against the lights of the suburbs, track it and stay away. Other pilots told investigators that was difficult in this situation, especially at night. Pilots wearing goggles would have trouble distinguishing the lights of a crosscutting plane in the clutter of lights from homes and businesses behind it.

There were other planes near the airport that night. The helicopter pilots may have seen one of them, and thought it was the American Airlines plane they were looking for.

A crane lifting part of the fuselage from the wreckage of the American Airlines plane in February. Al Drago for The New York Times


But it appears they never saw the one they hit.

Instead, their last conversation seemed to be in response to an instruction from the air traffic controller to move toward the east bank of the river, on their left.

"All right, kinda come left for me, ma'am, I think that's why he's asking," the instructor pilot said.

"Sure," Capt. Lobach said.

"We're kinda --" the instructor said, without finishing.

"Oh-kay. Fine," the pilot said.

"Out towards the middle," the instructor said, probably referring to the Potomac they were overflying.

At that moment, the American Airlines plane was headed straight into their path, coming across the river from their left.

Inside that plane, the pilots also seemed unaware of the danger. Capt. Jonathan Campos tried to pull the plane's nose up sharply only one to two seconds before the crash, N.T.S.B. investigators found.

By then, there was no time left. The paths of the two aircraft met over the river.

In the airport's control center, the report said, the controller was guiding another plane through landing at the time of the accident.

The N.T.S.B.'s report said a recording of the tower then picked up the sounds of an electronic collision warning, "followed by audible reactions from other A.T.C. personnel in the tower" as the two aircraft collided in a fiery explosion.
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Harris Will Not Run for California Governor

Kamala Harris, the former vice president, announced that she has decided not to run for California's top office.

Former Vice President Kamala Harris will not run for governor of California. Erin Schaff/The New York Times



By Laurel Rosenhall, Shawn Hubler and Reid J. Epstein



Jul 30, 2025 at 08:00 PM

Former Vice President Kamala Harris will not run for governor of California next year, she announced on Wednesday, forgoing another campaign after her defeat in last year's presidential election and ending months of speculation about whether she would enter the race.

"For now, my leadership -- and public service -- will not be in elected office," Ms. Harris said in a statement.

"I look forward to getting back out and listening to the American people, helping elect Democrats across the nation who will fight fearlessly, and sharing more details in the months ahead about my own plans."

Ms. Harris, a former U.S. senator and attorney general of California, had been exploring a run for the state's top office since she returned home to Los Angeles in January. But she had done little to express enthusiasm for the job. She skipped large political events in the state, and never reached out to the leaders of major labor unions, which deliver valuable endorsements.

Ms. Harris had told friends and donors in recent months that she was weighing her options for the future -- a run for governor next year, another run for president in 2028 or a career outside of elective office.

Forgoing the governor's race means that Ms. Harris could potentially run for president in 2028, which would be her third such attempt after withdrawing from the 2020 contest and later losing to President Trump last year.

If Ms. Harris does run in 2028, she would face a competitive Democratic field, starting with a potential rival whom she has known well for decades, the state's current governor, Gavin Newsom. He has elevated his national profile this year, including by launching a podcast and visiting South Carolina, a key primary state.

Mr. Newsom is finishing his second term and by law cannot run for a third, which opened the door for Ms. Harris and other possible candidates to run to succeed him.

Ms. Harris has spent the months since November largely out of the public eye, delivering a paid speech in Australia and appearing at weddings of some of her famous friends.

She was in England last week for the wedding of the Apple heiress Eve Jobs, whose mother, Laurene Powell Jobs, is a close friend. In June, she attended the wedding of Hillary Clinton's top aide and the son of a Democratic megadonor. In May, she was spotted at the Met Gala in New York.

Her deliberations came during a summer of political turmoil in California, in which federal immigration raids and President Trump's deployment of military troops disrupted life for many residents and put the state's leading Democrats on the defensive. Ms. Harris weighed in selectively with a handful of statements on social media, but mostly stayed silent about the tumult unfolding in her state.

During that time, Ms. Harris was also largely absent from the broader Democratic discussions about the party's future. While the party's ambitious governors, members of Congress and various Biden administration officials have appeared on podcasts, toured the country and held town hall meetings in Republican districts, Ms. Harris has offered no explanation for why she lost the 2024 race, and she has not presented any beginnings of a road map for how Democrats might claw back power.

And while Ms. Harris won the 2024 Democratic presidential nomination by acclamation after President Joseph R. Biden Jr. ended his re-election bid a year ago, there is no indication that other Democrats would defer to her a second time.

Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, whom Ms. Harris chose as her running mate, has spent part of this year on his own personal apology tour, offering public and private explanations for why their ticket lost to Mr. Trump and how he and other Democrats can win back voters' trust and affection.

Mr. Newsom has dissected the Democrats' woes on his podcast, "This Is Gavin Newsom," going as far as inviting conservative guests like Charlie Kirk and Steve Bannon to appear, and asking them why the Democratic Party suffered losses last year.

Though polling showed that Ms. Harris would have been the front-runner in the governor's race, she would have faced difficult questions about how much she knew about President Biden's decline and whether she participated in shielding his diminished health from the public.

Some Democrats in California, including activists at the party's state convention two months ago, have said they did not want her to run for governor because they feared it would send a message to the rest of the nation that Democrats had not moved on from last year's losses. Others felt that the office of governor was beneath Ms. Harris after she served as vice president.

Ms. Harris's decision has opened the 2026 governor's race to a field that is narrow in some respects and wide in others. The state's electorate is overwhelmingly Democratic, and no Republican has won statewide office since 2006, when Arnold Schwarzenegger was re-elected governor and another Republican was elected as insurance commissioner.

Ms. Harris's absence frees up major liberal donors and creates room for a relatively large field of well-known or deep-pocketed Democrats. Lesser-known candidates were waiting for her to make a decision so they could begin campaigning in earnest across a vast state with at least a half-dozen major media markets, in which the price tag for a successful effort can rival that of some national campaigns.

Candidates already in the race who are likely to benefit from her decision include Antonio Villaraigosa, a former Los Angeles mayor who ran unsuccessfully for governor in 2018 against Mr. Newsom, and Xavier Becerra, a California attorney general and secretary of health and human services in the Biden administration. Other contenders include Katie Porter, a former member of Congress from Orange County who lost the Democratic primary for Senate to Adam Schiff last year, and Eleni Kounalakis, the state's lieutenant governor.

In California, Ms. Harris's decision was widely viewed as unsurprising, and a sign that her heart was more with a national office than a statewide one.

Representative Sydney Kamlager-Dove, a California Democrat who has been friends with Ms. Harris for many years, said the former vice president believed that "California would be in good hands," and that she would be more effective at the national level.

Mayor Karen Bass, a former congresswoman who was on Mr. Biden's short list for the vice presidency along with Ms. Harris, said, "I have the utmost respect for her making a decision like that and will be very interested to see how she continues in public service."

Mr. Villaraigosa said he understood Ms. Harris's choice, even though "I lost a bet -- I thought she was coming in."

"Look, I've known her a long time and have respect for her and her decades of leadership and public service," Mr. Villaraigosa said. "I don't know why she decided not to run, but I think it has something to do with her continued commitment to serving at a national level. I think she'll continue to be a powerful voice for justice and opportunity."
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Some Kenyan Runners See Doping as a Path to Glory, and to Basic Sustenance

Officials acknowledge that Kenya has a doping problem, but many athletes who are seeking an edge also want a way out of poverty.

Runners training in Eldoret, Kenya, in May.



By Tariq Panja
Visuals by Brian Otieno
Reporting from Iten and Eldoret in Kenya


Jul 29, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Thousands of feet above the Great Rift Valley that runs through East Africa, the small city of Iten, Kenya, calls itself the Home of Champions. It has long produced and attracted world-class running talent, its high altitude and red dirt roads a training ground for thousands.

The town also has a far less laudatory reputation. It is a well-documented center of a doping crisis that shows little sign of being tamed.

Runners come here for access to competition, coaching talent and the benefit of training in thin air, all to try to earn riches from running. Many Kenyans who try to join the elite endure cramped and dirty living conditions, little food and separation from their families in service of their ambitions.

In a region where the average annual income is the equivalent of little more than $2,000 and the competition so intense, the potentially life-changing lure of banned substances, referred to locally as "the medicine," is obvious. A few thousand dollars in prize money or participation in a single overseas race can be the difference between runners and their families eating three meals a day and scratching around for the next bite.


They calculate that doping is worth the risks not only of getting caught, but also of damaging their health and, in some cases, even dying.

A sign along the main highway welcomes people to Iten, Kenya.


Runners train at Kamariny Stadium in Iten.


A view of Champions Lane in the Elgon View neighborhood of Eldoret.


In that environment, the doping industry has flourished, with pharmacies in the region's health care hub city of Eldoret said to serve as a conduit for performance-enhancing substances. The crisis pulls together extreme poverty, moneymaking opportunity, corruption and a region overflowing with running talent that makes getting an edge harder than just about anywhere.

"This economic reality means the high-risk situation is always going to be impossible to completely eradicate," said Brett Clothier, the head of global track and field's unit responsible for antidoping efforts.

Many runners and coaches suspect that their rivals dope, and they point to the roster of athletes barred from international competitive racing. Kenya, which has a smaller population than 25 other countries, has the most names on the list.

Some of Kenya's most prominent runners have been caught doping and barred from competition. The women's marathon world-record holder, Ruth Chepngetich, who is from the Rift Valley, was suspended this month after testing positive for a prohibited substance. Her agent did not respond to a request for comment.

International officials have made headway. Kenyans are now among the most-tested athletes anywhere, Clothier said, adding that as widespread as the doping is, it was far worse just a few years ago.

Video: 

Training in Eldoret in May.

Yet, global antidoping bodies suspect that policing efforts may be touching only the edges of a cheating epidemic. Officials in Kenya responsible for tackling doping have been caught taking bribes. Some have been arrested.

The scale of the problem prompted track and field's governing body to threaten to ban Kenya from global competition unless its government committed to spending $25 million to fight doping, a staggering amount in the antidoping world.

"We have to teach them a different way of seeing things: that using illegitimate means of doing well is not going to help them in the long run; it damages their health, and they might not be successful," said Barnabas Korir, an executive committee member of Kenya's athletics federation who also sits on a multiagency antidoping body.

"It's a matter of changing the whole attitude."

Runners Everywhere

Before dawn on any given day, runners kick up the red earth along the main road to Iten or other training routes. At the busiest times, it can seem that more people are running than walking alongside the road.

The best are on teams of their own. Their up-and-coming athletes sleep, eat and train in camps. The most promising compete in races locally and regionally, and if they succeed, teams send them abroad to earn prize money or sponsorships.

Thousands of other athletes exist on the periphery of this structure, outside the teams. On a Tuesday this year, one of them, Daniel Rotich, 24, was at Kipchoge Keino Stadium, named for one of Kenya's most revered runners. It's a ramshackle building that is a magnet for runners looking to improve.

Rotich arrived before first light, waiting for a coach who would ultimately not show. With a young child and another on the way, Rotich convinced his wife that he should try running because he had shown promise in school.

Daniel Rotich in Iten. Brian Otieno for The New York Times


Mr. Rotich training in Iten.


Training shoes outside a house in Iten.


He had maize and beans to last another few weeks, enough time, he hoped, to improve his pace and attract the attention of a camp that would provide housing and food in return for a share of any earnings. His wife sent him the equivalent of a dollar every second day, he said, and he slept on a thin blue mat in a room with a mud floor that a friend let him use.

"It's hard, but we have to survive until you make it," he said after running 10 drills of 1,000 meters each. "It might take two years, or six months."

Video: 

Mr. Rotich training.

His story is typical. "You'll never find anybody running for health," Toby Tanser, a former runner who has written books on Kenyan running, said one morning above the cheers of children emanating from a field day nearby.

Though many runners here convince themselves that they can rise above the pack, Tanser said, "the sad reality is that around 95 percent of runners training in Iten are never going to have a career."

A Better Life

To beat the competition and earn life-changing income, which could mean as little as $5,000 or $10,000 a year, doping is an attractive proposition.

Over the past decade, Alfred, an athlete who acknowledged using banned drugs, achieved success in modest races. The income, he said, allowed him to provide a home for his immediate family and his mother, who had been living in the mud-and-thatch house where he was raised.

Doping was the only route he saw to a better life, said Alfred, who agreed to be interviewed on the condition his last name not be used.

Getting access to banned substances is straightforward, according to antidoping officials and athletes. Pharmacies line the streets of Eldoret, a city of about a half million and the region's principal commercial hub, about a 30-minute drive from Iten. Runners can procure just about anything they need to boost performance. For those who can't pay, some pharmacists or doctors will strike deals for a percentage of future earnings, athletes and antidoping officials said. Pharmacists in and around Iten and Eldoret declined to be interviewed.

"If any dodgy doctor or pharmacist says, 'Try this,' people just do it," said Clothier, the antidoping official.

Pharmacies in Eldoret.


A monument celebrating Kenyan athletes stands in Eldoret.


Alfred, an athlete who acknowledged using banned drugs.


The authorities' crackdown also took aim at drug suppliers. In May, an Indian national was arrested in Iten carrying prohibited drugs, including human growth hormones.

Efforts such as presentations about the risks of doping have backfired, said Joseph Cheromei, a well-regarded local coach known for his hard line against doping. The presentations from antidoping officials, Cheromei added, instead outlined for runners which substances would increase their speed. 

Scrambling to Avoid Capture

Blanket testing is the latest tool that officials have devised to catch cheats in Iten.

One morning in November, officials descended on a track where scores of athletes were training, locking the gates behind them. Pandemonium ensued, according to Ben Kipchirchir, a Kenyan runner.

Kipchirchir said he witnessed athletes clamber over walls and vault fences to escape. "They were running this way and that," he said, smiling ruefully.

Often, Kenyans and others taking drugs show little regard for the physical risks, such as dangerously elevated heart rates, kidney and liver disease, and even death.

Last fall, at the same Iten track, a 20-year-old man trying out for an American college scholarship collapsed and died after a 3,000-meter trial, news reports said.

He is one of many young Kenyan athletes to die while running, according to news reports about their deaths. The causes of death have been hard for athletics officials to determine because they have been unable to get access to autopsy results.

"If someone drops dead like that, an athlete who is fit, a young one, there has to be a reason," said Korir, the Kenyan official. "It can't be someone just drops dead."

Kipchirchir's goal to go pro gets harder with each day, as younger rivals join the scramble to get ahead.

Wearily, he watches them speed up, ultimately -- thanks to "the medicine," he said -- blitzing past him in the race to change their lives.

"It's not fair," he said.

Ben Kipchirchir at home Eldoret.


Jimmy Gitaka contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/29/world/africa/kenya-runners-doping.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Midtown Manhattan Becomes America's Stage for Acts of Violence

A small part of the nation's largest city has attracted people bent on killing to draw attention to their causes. The man who killed four people at a Park Avenue office tower was the latest.

Midtown is a district for business, tourism and, in some high-profile recent cases, violence. Dakota Santiago for The New York Times



By Andrew Keh



Jul 30, 2025 at 08:00 AM

Midtown Manhattan contains multitudes. It is a thrumming center of global commerce, proudly avoided by many locals. It is the mecca of American tourism, a maze of world-famous landmarks routinely swarmed by visitors.

And now, for some, it may be earning an unsettling new distinction: a spot-lit setting for brazen acts of premeditated violence.

On Monday afternoon, a gunman who had driven from Nevada parked his car outside a Park Avenue office tower and took the lives of four people inside. Officials said he was targeting the headquarters of the National Football League, apparently aggrieved by the organization's handling of brain injuries in the sport.

It was a stunning spasm of violence in a city where mass public shootings are exceedingly rare and in a neighborhood that is statistically safer than most others. Yet it was also the latest in a string of incidents in which a person had ventured to the district, the geographical heart of New York, with deadly intent.

The shooting carried unmistakable echoes, for instance, of last December, when a prominent health care executive was murdered on West 54th Street outside the New York Hilton Midtown hotel.

Others might have recalled an attack two years before that, when a teenager from Maine traveled to Times Square on New Year's Eve and tried to kill police officers with a machete. Or the men who in 2022 headed into New York City through Penn Station with a Glock 9-millimeter pistol, an extended magazine and a plan for a synagogue massacre.

Some residents have grown concerned that a neighborhood whose fortunes have seesawed -- most recently struggling to overcome the commercial erosion of the Covid-19 pandemic -- could have a new identity as a target for anyone carrying a deadly grievance against some symbol of power.

"It does worry me," said Daniel A. Biederman, president of the Bryant Park Corporation and the 34th Street Partnership, a pair of business improvement districts in Midtown. "There are so many well-publicized executives out there in this area. New York is where these people are."

The roughly two and a quarter square miles that make up Midtown have nearly ubiquitous surveillance video coverage -- and proximity to the headquarters of many news organizations. People seeking to make a public statement against high-profile individuals or corporations are magnetically drawn there.

"These guys get it in their head that these people are responsible for their problems," Mr. Biederman said.

Times Square, a magnet for tourists, is place to take in a spectacle or create one. Spencer Platt/Getty Images


Midtown Manhattan, in truth, is a relatively safe area of a relatively safe city, with a robust police presence on its streets and scores of private security guards posted inside its office buildings.

Of the city's 382 murders last year, only 10 were recorded in Midtown's two precincts, according to data from the police. And of all major felonies reported in the city last year -- murders, rapes, robberies, felony assaults, burglaries, grand larcenies and grand larcenies of automobiles -- only about 5 percent were recorded in Midtown.

"In Midtown, and in most of Manhattan, your chances of being harmed personally by crime are quite low," said Jeffrey A. Butts, director of the Research and Evaluation Center at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice. "The people most at risk are in the disadvantaged, economically excluded neighborhoods."

Midtown -- bustling, impersonal, a place to do deals and divert the visitors -- has always occupied a complicated place in the hearts of New Yorkers.

Many work in the district. Many would otherwise happily avoid it at all costs.

"New Yorkers view Midtown as a place almost entirely for tourism and business, and if you don't have a job there, or a dentist, or you're going to the theater, you really don't have any reason to be there," said Sharon Zukin, a sociologist who writes about urban ecosystems. "But for out-of-towners, Midtown is New York; New York is Midtown."

In this way, its symbolism is strong. The district undoubtedly has a fishbowl quality, amplifying all manner of happenings inside its bounds. And the state of Midtown, however minor a concern it might be for the everyday New Yorker, carries a political resonance of outsize proportion.

City tabloids and cable news shows regularly highlight disturbances, criminal activity and quality-of-life issues on Midtown streets to articulate some larger story. A brawl becomes an existential threat; a single vagrant, a parable for a failing city.

"It's more important than it was before, as far as outside perception," Mr. Biederman said of Midtown's reputation.

The gunman at the Park Avenue office building, Shane Tamura, who shot himself after his killing spree, was a 27-year-old from Las Vegas and a former high school football player. A note discovered in his wallet claimed he had brain trauma and accused the N.F.L. of hiding the game's physical risks.

Mr. Butts said the case bore a resemblance to that of Luigi Mangione, charged with murder in the assassination of the health insurance executive, a crime that was caught on video and led to a manhunt that became a television sensation.

"Both cases, we have someone engaging in wanton deadly violence against people associated with the business, corporate and the economic engines of the country," Mr. Butts said.

Yellow numbered markers indicate the locations of bullet casings as New York Police Department officers worked the crime scene after the murder of a health care executive in December. Karsten Moran for The New York Times


"It's a very, very low frequency crime," Mr. Butts added, but such crimes have a way of establishing a stranglehold on a city's collective attention span. And for a city like New York, they raise a troubling question: How to stop them?

On Sunday, Mr. Adams stood at a news conference behind tables spilling over with guns. He was there to trumpet the fact that the police had confiscated more than 3,000 illegal firearms in the city since the start of the year.

A day later, that image -- the fruit of months of work to remove guns from the streets of New York -- was swiftly replaced by the sight of a man calmly approaching an office tower in Midtown with an assault-style rifle dangling at his side.

Mr. Adams was asked during an interview with CNN on Tuesday whether the gunman, who had driven to the city just that morning, had been on the radar of law enforcement.

"He was not on our radar at all," Mr. Adams said.

Hurubie Meko contributed reporting.
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An Evening at the Office, and Four Lives Ended by Gunfire

A police officer. A security guard. An executive. An associate. They were remembered for their "light," for their passion and commitment.

Video: 



By Sarah Maslin Nir



Jul 30, 2025 at 08:00 AM

They were the sort of people who could be found working into the evening in an office building anywhere across the city: a police officer with a baby on the way, picking up off-duty security shifts beside the longtime lobby guard. A senior executive at an investment giant, and a young associate with less than a year at her firm, each in the office building at 6:30 p.m. on Monday when a shooter burst into 345 Park Avenue, and killed them all.

Armed with an AR-15-style rifle, the man sprayed the lobby with bullets, first shooting the police officer, Didarul Islam, 36.

Behind a pillar, he found Wesley LePatner, 43, a senior executive at Blackstone and mentor to young women, and shot her.

As he made his way to the elevator, he fired at the security guard, Aland Etienne, 46, as the guard took cover behind a front desk.

Up on the 33rd floor, he began shooting as soon as the doors opened, killing Julia Hyman, 27, an associate at Rudin Management, the real estate firm that owns the building.

Then he turned his gun on himself.

Police identified the assailant as Shane Tamura, a 27-year-old man who had driven to the city from his home in Las Vegas. A note found in Mr. Tamura's wallet claimed that he was suffering from a degenerative brain disease -- C.T.E., chronic traumatic encephalopathy -- that he blamed on his past as a high school football player, though the disease can only be diagnosed post-mortem. The note also accused the National Football League, which has offices in the Park Avenue tower, of covering up the dangers of C.T.E.

Once through the building's imposing glass facade, Mr. Tamura sprayed the lobby of white Vermont marble with bullets, mortally striking Officer Islam, a father of two boys with a baby due in a few weeks.

Officer Islam was working as a paid security guard that evening. It was a return to the sort of work that had inspired him, an immigrant from Bangladesh, to join the police force 31/2 years ago, according to Marjanul Karim, 31, a close family friend. Mr. Karim said his friend "came as an immigrant, started working as a security guard at a school," and found purpose mentoring other young Bangladeshi men, including him.

The body of Officer Didarul Islam was brought on Tuesday to a mosque in Parkchester, in the Bronx. Olga Fedorova for The New York Times


"He wanted to support his family and be in a better position, and he fell in love with law enforcement while working security," Mr. Karim said of his friend, an officer in the city's 47th Precinct. "At the time, my mother told him, 'You left a safe job working for a school in security, and being a cop is dangerous. Why did you do that?' He told her he wanted to leave behind a legacy for his family, something they could be proud of."

The pain of the officer's killing was also felt thousands of miles away in Bangladesh. Mizanul Haque, a cousin of Officer Islam's, said the officer's close relatives in Sylhet in the nation's east were left speechless by the news, which Mr. Haque had arranged to be shared over the loudspeaker of the local mosque.

"He worked very hard to get to this position," Mr. Haque said. "Now, everything ended."

He was a generous donor to his local mosque and a conscientious landlord, his tenants said; his colleagues remembered him as a quiet man who, once he opened up, had the gift of gab.

"He was saving lives. He was protecting New Yorkers," Mayor Eric Adams said on Monday at a news conference at the Manhattan hospital where Officer Islam was pronounced dead. "He embodies what this city is all about."

The gunman's second victim, Ms. LePatner, was one of Blackstone's top-ranking women. Ms. LePatner had a stellar resume that included Goldman Sachs and Yale University, where she graduated summa cum laude, and, according to a friend, met her husband on the first day of class in 1999. Colleagues and friends said her passions were mentoring young people and time with her husband and her two children.

Wesley LePatner was one of her company's top-ranking women and possessed a stellar resume. Kelly Taub/BFA, via Shutterstock


"She was the most effortless and impressive person -- you wanted to follow her wherever she went," the author Bruce Feiler, who said he had served on a board with her, wrote in an online post. In a statement, her family said Ms. LePatner "enriched our lives in every way imaginable."

She was committed to doing the same for others, serving on several boards, including those of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the UJA-Federation of New York, a charitable organization focused on Jewish causes, which in 2023 honored her with a leadership award.

On a Zoom call with Blackstone employees across the world on Tuesday, the firm's president, Jonathan Gray, teared up as he spoke about Ms. LePatner. She had a sense of purpose in everything she did, Mr. Gray told employees, describing her huge heart and deep commitment to family.

"She was just this amazing light," Mr. Gray said in an interview.

Past her, the gunman headed toward the elevator bank, and its security guard, Mr. Etienne. He was naturally gregarious, a sister Mabline Etienne, said in a telephone interview, the lighthearted pillar of their family. A day after his death, she said she could not stop thinking about her big brother's warm, inviting smile.

Mr. Etienne charmed all he met at 345 Park Avenue, too, and was described in a statement by the owners of the building, the Rudin family, as "beloved." Manny Pastreich, the president of Local 32BJ, Mr. Etienne's union, called him a "dedicated security officer who took his job duties extremely seriously." He added: "Aland Etienne is a New York hero. We will remember him as such."

Aland Etienne's sister described him as a naturally gregarious and lighthearted pillar of his family. via Facebook


Mr. Etienne was most fulfilled, his sister said, when he spent time with family, including his two young children. In a phone call, his brother, Gathmand Etienne, said he was too bereft to speak, but said in a social media post that "he was more than a brother."

"He was a father, a son, and a light in our lives," he wrote. "Our hearts are shattered."

When the elevator doors opened on the 33rd floor, Ms. Hyman, a young associate, was working late.

Ms. Hyman was a New Yorker, a graduate of the Riverdale Country School in the Bronx. She was not just a varsity athlete in soccer, swimming and lacrosse, but the captain of all three teams her senior year, according to a letter sent to the student body on Tuesday by Kari Ostrem, the head of school. At Riverdale, she was a leader of the peer mentoring program and received the school's prestigious Founders Award, presented to "that young woman who best demonstrated outstanding ability, leadership, and sportsmanship and the qualities of hard work, excellent attitude and responsibility to her teammates and school," Ms. Ostrem's letter said.

Her family declined to comment through a spokesman.

Brian Carver and Cat Crocker, who were her deans at Riverdale, said in a joint statement that Ms. Hyman stood out for her "modesty and humility, her desire to see others succeed, and her grit and tenacity in the face of adversity." Milton Sipp, the head of Riverdale's middle school, wrote that she had a "heart of gold."

Julia Hyman, 27, had been an outstanding leader at her high school in Riverdale, the Bronx, and graduated from Cornell. She was one of Rudin Management's newest employees.  via LinkedIn


In a statement Rudin called her a "cherished" colleague. Michael I. Kotlikoff, the president of Cornell University, said that Ms. Hyman graduated summa cum laude from the university with a major in hotel and restaurant administration and a minor in real estate. She appeared to be a member of the Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority, according to information on her Facebook page.

"We are devastated," Mr. Kotlikoff wrote in a statement.

Troy Closson, Rob Copeland, Maria Cramer, Maureen Farrell, Santul Nerkar, Wesley Parnell, Anushka Patil, Taylor Robinson, Dionne Searcey and Michael Wilson contributed reporting from New York City. Saif Hasnat contributed reporting from Dhaka, Bangladesh. Susan C. Beachy contributed research.
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Trump Threatens India With Steep Tariffs, Including Penalty Over Russian Oil

The president said Wednesday that imports from India would be subject to a 25 percent tariff as of Friday, as trade talks between the countries hit a stumbling block.

President Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India at a news conference in Washington in February. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Ana Swanson and Alex Travelli
Ana Swanson reported from Washington and Alex Travelli from New Delhi.


Jul 30, 2025 at 02:41 PM

President Trump announced Wednesday morning that imports from India to the United States would be subject to a 25 percent tariff as of Friday, as he berated the country over trade barriers and its purchases of energy and military equipment from Russia.

The announcement could put pressure on India to strike a deal or face hefty tariffs that would most likely put a strain on economic and diplomatic ties between the countries. It could also encourage businesses to choose other Asian nations for manufacturing operations, blunting India's position as a leading alternative to China.

A 25 percent tariff would be just one percentage point lower than what the president threatened India with on April 2, when he announced plans for sweeping tariffs on dozens of countries. It's also significantly higher than the rates Mr. Trump has settled on for other Asian nations like Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam and Japan -- all of which have been 20 percent or less.

As companies have moved out of China in recent years, some have made India a base of production, manufacturing electronics, pharmaceuticals and other goods for the U.S. market. An industry analysis shows that this year, India, which is currently the United States' 12th-largest trading partner, is making more smartphones than China or any other country.

"WE HAVE A MASSIVE TRADE DEFICIT WITH INDIA," Mr. Trump wrote on Truth Social. He followed quickly with another post, saying the United States had done "relatively little business" with India over the years "because their Tariffs are far too high. " Mr. Trump also criticized India's economic ties with Moscow, saying the country was "Russia's largest buyer of ENERGY, along with China, at a time when everyone wants Russia to STOP THE KILLING IN UKRAINE."

India's commerce ministry said it was studying the implications of Mr. Trump's announcement. It said in a statement that India remained committed to "concluding a fair, balanced and mutually beneficial bilateral trade agreement."

The announcement came as the Trump administration prepared to finalize higher tariffs on many countries globally as of Friday. The European Union, Japan and other governments have signed trade agreements that somewhat lowered the tariffs Mr. Trump threatened on them earlier this year. But according to tracking by Goldman Sachs, trading partners accounting for 56 percent of U.S. imports -- including Canada, Mexico, South Korea, Brazil and India -- have not yet signed preliminary agreements. On Wednesday, Mr. Trump wrote that the deadline "STANDS STRONG, AND WILL NOT BE EXTENDED."




Speaking Wednesday afternoon, the president said that Mr. Modi was "a friend of mine," but that the country had imposed high tariffs on American goods.

"Now they're willing to cut it very substantially," he said, referring to those tariffs. "But we'll see what happens. We're talking to India now." He added: "It doesn't matter too much whether we have a deal or whether we charge them a certain tariff, but you'll know at the end of this week."

Mr. Trump's announcement was an ill omen for relations between the United States and India, which have grown closer amid a more aggressive international posture from China. India is a major commercial partner of the United States, with total trade between the two countries amounting to roughly $130 billion last year. The countries also have deep cultural and demographic ties.

The relationship between Mr. Trump and India's prime minister, Narendra Modi, has generally been warm, and in recent weeks the countries seemed close to clinching a trade deal.

But those talks appear to have hit obstacles, including Mr. Trump's desire for India to open up its agricultural and dairy markets, while India wants to maintain certain protections. Mr. Trump has also sought to retain a relatively high tariff on Indian goods even under a trade agreement, something the Indian government has viewed as unacceptable. The commerce ministry's statement made indirect reference to some of the apparent sticking points, including "protecting and promoting the welfare of our farmers, entrepreneurs" and small businesses.

India has long maintained high barriers to trade, which has brought the government into conflict with Mr. Trump, himself an avid protectionist. India has a trade-weighted average tariff of 12 percent on all goods. For a number of American imports, it imposes tariffs of 100 percent or more and maintains non-tariff barriers to protect agriculture and other industries.

Farwa Aamer, the director of South Asian initiatives at the Asia Society Policy Institute, a think tank, said that even with an early start to talks, "the timeline was too tight, given India's sectoral concerns and strong reservations on opening access to its dairy and agriculture markets."

Mr. Modi has also been under pressure domestically not to be seen as caving to Mr. Trump. The prime minister is in the midst of a parliamentary session during which he has faced criticism for another Trump-related matter. To Mr. Modi's embarrassment, Mr. Trump has repeatedly insisted that it was his use of trade leverage that prompted India and Pakistan to agree to a cease-fire in their conflict this spring, rather than India's military operations.

Nisha Biswal, a partner in the Asia Group and a former assistant secretary of state for South and Central Asia, said the president's announcement was "unfortunate" but "not entirely surprising." While the trade negotiations have made tremendous progress, she said, "playing hardball with a friend and partner may have surprised the Indians, but it is a tactic the president uses frequently."

"The real tragedy would be if both sides walk away from a big win," she said, adding, "The implications for U.S. businesses and India's economy could be quite severe."

Mr. Trump also said Wednesday that India would pay a penalty tariff for its purchases of Russian oil. If enacted, that would be the first use of what Mr. Trump has taken to calling "secondary tariffs," a kind of penalty that would be imposed instead of the financial sanctions typically used against countries that do business with embargoed nations. Mr. Trump has been moving to replace some of the traditional sanctions tools in the U.S. arsenal with an expanded use of tariffs.

Alan Rappeport and Mujib Mashal contributed reporting.
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No One Is Defying Trump Like Brazil's President

Faced with threats of 50 percent tariffs and demands to end a criminal case, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said he wouldn't take orders from President Trump.

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil during an interview with The New York Times on Tuesday at the Alvorada Palace in Brasilia.



By Jack Nicas
Photographs by Victor Moriyama
Jack Nicas interviewed President Lula of Brazil in the nation's capital, Brasilia.


Jul 30, 2025 at 10:02 AM

After this article was published, President Trump imposed the 50 percent tariffs against Brazil that he had been threatening.

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil is outraged.

President Trump is trying to push around his nation of 200 million, dangling 50 percent tariffs as a threat, Mr. Lula said in an interview. And yet, he added, the U.S. president is ignoring his government's offers to talk.

"Be sure that we are treating this with the utmost seriousness. But seriousness does not require subservience," the Brazilian president said. "I treat everyone with great respect. But I want to be treated with respect."

Mr. Lula granted his first interview to The New York Times in 13 years on Tuesday, in part because he wanted to speak to the American people about his frustration with Mr. Trump.

Mr. Trump has said that, starting on Friday, he plans to impose 50 percent tariffs on Brazilian goods, in large part because Brazilian authorities have charged former President Jair Bolsonaro with trying to hold on to power after losing the 2022 election.

Mr. Trump has called the case a "witch hunt" and wants it dropped. Mr. Lula said that was not up for negotiation. "Maybe he doesn't know that here in Brazil, the judiciary is independent," he said.

In the interview, Mr. Lula said that the American president is infringing on Brazil's sovereignty.

"At no point will Brazil negotiate as if it were a small country up against a big country," he said. "We know the economic power of the United States, we recognize the military power of the United States, we recognize the technological size of the United States."

Mr. Lula said on Tuesday that he was studying retaliatory tariffs against American exports if Mr. Trump carries through with his tariff threats.


"But that doesn't make us afraid," he added. "It makes us concerned."

There is perhaps no world leader defying President Trump as strongly as Mr. Lula.

The president of Brazil -- a leftist in his third term who is arguably this century's most important Latin American statesman -- has been hitting back at Mr. Trump in speeches across Brazil. His social media pages have suddenly become filled with references to Brazil's sovereignty. And he has taken to wearing a hat that says "Brazil belongs to Brazilians."

On Tuesday, he said that he was studying retaliatory tariffs against American exports if Mr. Trump carries through with his threats. And he said that if the Jan. 6, 2021, riot on the U.S. Capitol had happened in Brazil, Mr. Trump would be facing prosecution just like Mr. Bolsonaro.

"The democratic state of law for us is a sacred thing," he said in a lofty room draped in a colorful tapestry in the modernist presidential palace, where emus roam the lawns. "Because we have already lived through dictatorships, and we don't want any more."

The White House did not respond to a request for comment.

Mr. Trump has gone after Brazil to come to the aid of his ally, Mr. Bolsonaro. His proposed 50 percent tariffs would be among the highest levies he has issued against any country, and they appear to be the only ones driven by overtly political reasons and not economic ones.

Mr. Trump has said that he sees his own legal fight in the criminal trial against Mr. Bolsonaro.

Mr. Trump and Mr. Bolsonaro -- two politicians with strikingly similar political styles -- both lost re-election and then both denied having lost. Their subsequent efforts to undermine the vote culminated in mobs of their supporters storming their nations' capital buildings, in failed bids to prevent the election winners from assuming the presidency.

The aftermath of the riot at the Brazilian government office complex by supporters of the former President Jair Bolsonaro in 2023.


The stark difference is that four years later, Mr. Trump returned to power, while Mr. Bolsonaro is now facing prison.

This month, Alexandre de Moraes, the Brazilian Supreme Court justice overseeing Mr. Bolsonaro's criminal case, ordered the former Brazilian president to wear an ankle monitor ahead of his upcoming trial on coup charges. Justice Moraes said that Mr. Bolsonaro's efforts to lobby Mr. Trump suggested he might try to flee the country. Mr. Bolsonaro could face decades in prison if convicted.

In an interview with The Times in January, Mr. Bolsonaro said that to avoid prosecution in Brazil, he was pinning his hopes on intervention from Mr. Trump. At the time, the wish seemed unrealistic. Then, this month, Mr. Trump intervened.

In a July 9 letter to Mr. Lula, Mr. Trump called the criminal case against Mr. Bolsonaro "an international disgrace" and compared it to his own past charges. "It happened to me, times 10," he said.

He also criticized Justice Moraes for his rulings on social media content. And he said that Brazil was an unfair trading partner, claiming incorrectly that the United States had a trade deficit with Brazil. The United States had a $7.4 billion trade surplus with Brazil last year on about $92 billion in trade.

Alexandre de Moraes, center, greeting other electoral officials at a voting station in Brasilia, Brazil, in 2022. As a justice overseeing Mr. Bolsonaro's criminal case, he ordered the former president to wear an ankle monitor ahead of his upcoming trial. Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


Mr. Lula, 79, said it was "disgraceful" that Mr. Trump issued his threats on his social media site, Truth Social. "President Trump's behavior strayed from all standards of negotiations and diplomacy," he said. "When you have a commercial disagreement, a political disagreement, you pick up the phone, you schedule a meeting, you talk and you try to solve the problem. What you don't do is tax and give an ultimatum."

He said that Mr. Trump's efforts to help Mr. Bolsonaro are going to be paid for by Americans who will face higher prices for coffee, beef, orange juice and other products that are significantly sourced from Brazil. "Neither the American people nor the Brazilian people deserve this," he said. "Because we are going to move from a 201-year-old diplomatic relationship of win-win, to a political relationship of lose-lose."

On Tuesday, the U.S. commerce secretary, Howard Lutnick, said that imports of some goods not plentiful in the United States could be exempt from tariffs, citing coffee as an example. Thirty percent of U.S. coffee imports come from Brazil, according to U.S. trade data. Mr. Lutnick recently spoke to Vice President Geraldo Alckmin of Brazil, whom Mr. Lula has tapped as Brazil's chief negotiator in the trade dispute, Brazilian officials said.

Mr. Lula openly rooted for former Vice President Kamala Harris, Mr. Trump's opponent, in the 2024 election. He said that he sent a letter to Mr. Trump ahead of his inauguration in January, but the two men have never spoken. Mr. Lula said that Mr. Trump is the only U.S. president since Bill Clinton with whom he hasn't had a good relationship and that he was ready to open dialogue. But he said he felt that Mr. Trump was not.

"What's preventing it is that no one wants to talk," he said. "Everyone knows that I have asked to make contact."

On July 11, Mr. Trump told reporters, referring to Mr. Lula: "Maybe at some point I'll talk to him. Right now I'm not."

A week later, Mr. Trump posted a letter he wrote to Mr. Bolsonaro, saying his trial "should end immediately!"

Mr. Bolsonaro at his party's offices in Brasilia in January. He faces years in prison if found guilty of attempting a coup.


Mr. Trump said the tariffs are also meant to target Brazil's Supreme Court for what he says are "censorship orders" against U.S. tech companies.

Justice Moraes has ordered tech companies to take down thousands of accounts and posts that he says threaten democracy. Yet he has largely kept his orders under seal and declined to explain why certain accounts are dangerous. He has also jailed several people for posting threats against Brazil's institutions online.

He has been cast as Brazil's guardian of democracy by many on the left, but his growing power has also raised concerns about whether he poses his own threat to Brazil's democracy.

Now he has become a target of the White House.

On Wednesday, the U.S. Treasury Department announced that it had imposed sanctions against Justice Moraes under the Global Magnitsky Act, a severe escalation in the feud. The act is designed to punish foreigners accused of serious human-rights violations or corruption, and it places significant financial restrictions on individuals.

"De Moraes is responsible for an oppressive campaign of censorship, arbitrary detentions that violate human rights and politicized prosecutions -- including against former President Jair Bolsonaro," Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said in a news release.

Brazil's Supreme Court did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Eduardo Bolsonaro, the son of the former president, has been in Washington lobbying for such sanctions for months.

The State Department had already revoked the visas of Justice Moraes, other Brazilian Supreme Court justices and their families for "censorship" and a "political witch hunt against Jair Bolsonaro."

When asked about the potential sanctions on Tuesday, a day before they were announced, Mr. Lula said: "If what you're telling me is true, it's more serious than I imagined. The Supreme Court of a country has to be respected not only by its own country, but it has to be respected by the world."

The president has been hitting back at Mr. Trump in speeches across Brazil.


Ana Ionova and Lis Moriconi contributed reporting.
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Trump's Tax Bill Expands Farm Subsidies. Not All Farmers Will Benefit.

A $60 billion boost to farm subsidies will be a lifeline to some. But the way the funding will be distributed could worsen disparities between farms in an industry already struggling with consolidation.

Video: 



By Linda Qiu
Visuals by Mark Felix
Linda Qiu reported from Washington, and Mark Felix from the Texas rice belt.


Jul 30, 2025 at 10:01 AM

In the high plains of western Texas, 600 or so farms in Gaines County are projected to receive an additional $258 million in government payments over the next decade under President Trump's marquee domestic policy law -- the largest increase in the country.

By contrast, along the coast of California, 1,000 farms in Monterey County will collectively receive just $390,000 in additional payments, according to one analysis.

The difference comes down to what the farms grow, and illustrates the stark disparity in who stands to benefit from the president's sweeping tax and domestic policy bill. Under the new law, more than $60 billion in additional funding will be funneled toward agricultural subsidy programs, with large farms, particularly those in the South, poised to reap the most benefits.

"I will still lose money for this year," said LG Raun, who grows rice on 2,200 acres in eastern Texas. "It truly is a safety net because it doesn't make you whole."


For those farmers, the law will provide reprieve from financial uncertainty caused by volatile global markets and high costs of fertilizer, equipment and other resources. But owners of smaller farms and independent producers who grow fresh fruits and vegetables or raise livestock have expressed concern that the distribution of funding will only deepen the consolidation of an industry that has lost over 300,000 farms in the past two decades.

"The monies are not flowing to small- and medium-sized family farms," said Vincent H. Smith, an agricultural economist at the American Enterprise Institute, a conservative think tank in Washington. "They're flowing overwhelmingly to the largest producers."

The bulk of the funding -- more than $50 billion, according to the Congressional Budget Office -- will go toward increasing payments to farmers enrolled in price and revenue support programs covering 22 commodity crops, or major crops like corn and soybeans. The law also makes an additional 30 million acres of land available for the programs. Another provision, worth about $6 billion, increases subsidies for crop insurance.

Under the revenue support programs, the government doles out payments if market prices of a particular crop drop below a certain level determined by law, known as a "reference price." The new law increases reference prices by 10 to 20 percent depending on the crop, with peanuts, rice and cotton seeing the largest bumps. Altogether, farmers of those crops, which are concentrated in the South, are expected to see the biggest benefits.

Farmers who raise these crops say the changes will be a lifeline in difficult times, staving off the threat of food imports and preventing farm bankruptcies.

"It'll help me survive," LG Raun, who grows rice on 2,200 acres in eastern Texas, said one morning this month as he waited for the dew to evaporate so he could start his harvest.

Mr. Raun noted that his own cost of production had increased by 40 percent since 2014, when fixed reference prices were last updated. The Texas rice belt was also battered by two years of drought before Hurricane Beryl struck last summer, by one estimate reducing yields by 25 percent. And the Agriculture Department has forecast another decline in rice prices this year, the third in a row.

Mr. Raun, who is also a board member of USA Rice Farmers, a trade group, said he knew of several farmers who had taken on additional debt to weather financial losses. Despite the increased reference price for his crop, Mr. Raun said he would still be short on cash. "I will still lose money for this year," he said. "It truly is a safety net because it doesn't make you whole."

But for farmers who do not grow covered commodities, the law may worsen existing challenges.

The bulk of the funding -- more than $50 billion, according to the Congressional Budget Office -- will go toward increasing payments to farmers enrolled in price and revenue support programs covering 22 commodity crops.

The Texas rice belt was battered by two years of drought before Hurricane Beryl struck last summer, reducing yields by 25 percent, by one estimate.


Bryce Loewen, who grows peaches, plums and other fruits on a 78-acre farm in the Central Valley of California, said he was not eligible for the programs receiving a vast majority of the funding increases in the new law.

Instead, he anticipates losing revenue as a result of another aspect of the law, one that makes sharp cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or food stamps. At least six regular customers rely on food stamps to purchase from his farmers' market stall, Mr. Loewen estimated, and he expects that peaches -- a "luxury item if you're trying to make your dollars stretch" -- will be one of the first products that beneficiaries forgo.

"Taking that away not only hurts the people that really kind of need the assistance the most, it also is going to affect farms like ours that benefit financially," he said.

"Another thing about this bill that's so upsetting is it really picks and chooses where that assistance is going," Mr. Loewen added. "And at least in my reading of it, it almost exclusively is helping large ag."

Even as farm and commodity groups applauded the law's increased funding for subsidy programs, a number of critics agreed with Mr. Loewen's assessment.

The influential Farm Bureau called the agricultural provisions "desperately needed."

Farmers who raise commodity crops say the changes will be a lifeline in difficult times, staving off food imports and preventing farm bankruptcies.


But the National Family Farm Coalition, which supports smaller farms, warned that the law was short sighted, unnecessarily favoring large corporations. The law "perpetuates a decades-long decline of forward-thinking food and farm policy that has undermined independent agricultural producers to benefit corporate agribusinesses," the group said in a statement.

About a quarter of the 880 million acres of farmland in the United States is enrolled in the two price-support programs. But because payments are made per acre and thus scale up with production, the programs disproportionately benefit the wealthiest.

Though large family farms -- those making $1 million or more annually -- and corporate farms amounted to less than 8 percent of all farms in the United States, they received about 47 percent of subsidy payments and 67 percent of crop insurance payments in 2024, according to the Agriculture Department. The Environmental Working Group, a nonprofit advocacy group, estimates that the top 20 percent of farm subsidy recipients in 2024 received 80 percent of payments.

Payments to the largest and wealthiest will only increase under the new law, experts said. Other provisions in the law raise the annual maximum amount paid to farmers, lifting a previous income cap of $900,000 and removing a requirement for recipients to be "actively engaged in farming."

These changes will "send millions of dollars to absentee owners living in the middle of America's biggest cities," Ken Cook, the president of the Environmental Working Group, said in a news conference last month.

Jonathan Coppess, a policy analyst at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign who is a co-author of the analysis of payments by county, warned of the consequences. Altogether, he said, the law most "likely has an impact on consolidation at the local level, as those farmers with more payments can drive up cash rents and land prices, running smaller farmers out of business."

Video: 



At 71, Mr. Raun said that he did not expect to expand his farm any further, and that the bump in reference prices would not provide him with enough cash to do so, anyway. But he insisted that downsizing or remaining small was not an option for many rice farmers: "We're having to get larger, because you can't farm 100 acres or 200 acres and even afford a tractor to plant the crop," he said.

Faced with fluctuating global prices and competition from rice farmers in Southeast Asia and India, Mr. Raun said that farm subsidies kept operations like his from going out of business, regardless of their size.

"We're not paying farmers unless they get into a desperate situation," he said, adding: "If we're doing good, government doesn't come in and subsidize this. It only does when we could go broke."
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Trump Bypasses Congress to Keep Interim Prosecutors in California and Nevada

A similar approach in New Jersey has led to cancellations of court proceedings, as judges question whether the president's designee for U.S. Attorney has any authority.

The decision comes in the face of a looming Wednesday deadline, when the temporary appointments of the two interim appointees in Los Angeles and Las Vegas were set to expire.



By Devlin Barrett and Danny Hakim



Jul 30, 2025 at 01:44 AM

The Trump administration has decided to extend the terms of the interim federal prosecutors in Southern California and Nevada who were serving under temporary appointments that were set by law to expire, a move that sets the stage for new potential conflicts with Congress and the federal judiciary.

A similar maneuver in New Jersey to extend the service of the interim U.S. Attorney Alina Habba, President Trump's former lawyer, has led to legal gridlock in the federal court there, as some lawyers and judges question whether Ms. Habba is legally authorized to act as the state's chief federal prosecutor.

Now, senior Justice Department officials are taking similar actions in California and Nevada, a move that allows the administration to circumvent the stalled Senate confirmation process for some U.S. attorneys, and the role of local judges in filling any long-running vacancies in those jobs.

On Tuesday, the interim U.S. attorney in Nevada, Sigal Chattah, was redesignated as "acting" U.S. attorney on the Justice Department's website, a day before her term as "interim" prosecutor was set to expire. Several hours later, a similar title change was made for Bill Essayli in Los Angeles.

In all three states, Democratic senators would most likely have sought to block any attempt to make the interim appointments permanent.

"Trump knows Chattah would be soundly rejected by both sides of the aisle if she had to be confirmed by the U.S. Senate, which is why he's relying on an unconstitutional maneuver to illegally extend her temporary appointment," said Senator Jacky Rosen, a Nevada Democrat. The state's other senator, Catherine Cortez Masto, said "it's clear the Trump administration knows Ms. Chattah is unconfirmable," adding that she was "unfit for this role."

The decision comes in the face of a looming Wednesday deadline, when the temporary appointments of the two interim U.S. attorneys in Los Angeles and Las Vegas were set to expire.

Changing the designations from "interim" U.S. attorney to "acting" might seem to make no difference, but they are actually designations drawn from different laws, and using the "acting" designation could avert the Wednesday deadline -- though legal questions have already been raised.

Ms. Chattah has kept a lower profile during her brief time in office in Nevada, but has a long history as a hard-line Republican activist in the state. Wade Vandervort/Las Vegas Sun, via Associated Press


In a post Tuesday on X, Ms. Chattah appeared to confirm the new designation. "Donald J. Trump is the 47th President. Pam Bondi is the Attorney General. I am now the Acting United States Attorney for the District of Nevada and Special Attorney to the Attorney General. Rinse and repeat: The law is the ONLY thing that makes ALL people equal." She included a picture of a Lady Justice, standing against a brilliant sunset.

Mr. Essayli, whose interim term was also set to expire on Wednesday, has played a high-profile role in the Trump administration's response to protests and civil unrest surrounding immigration raids in the Los Angeles area.

The administration's strategy reflects broader efforts to install outspoken Trump loyalists in the Justice Department. This month, in addition to its move in New Jersey, the administration kept on a controversial interim federal prosecutor in upstate New York after his term expired.

All of the U.S. senators in New Jersey, Nevada and California are Democrats whose opposition historically would doom appointments in the Senate, where deference has been given if both senators from a state oppose a nomination.

But the Trump administration has appeared increasingly willing to find ways around the legal requirement that top federal prosecutors be approved by the Senate. While the Senate has approved some of the Trump administration's appointments to the Justice Department, getting prosecutors approved has become a chronic problem for presidents of both parties, and filling prosecutorial vacancies in states controlled by the opposition party has been increasingly difficult.

In cases where no candidate for U.S. attorney has won approval in the Senate, the law allows federal judges in that district to appoint someone "until the vacancy is filled."

But the Trump administration bypassed an attempt by judges to do that in New Jersey, and in response, federal judges there on Monday abruptly canceled court hearings and at least one grand jury proceeding and moved a pending trial to another state, all because of uncertainty over Ms. Habba's authority, according to four lawyers.

Experts differ on whether the administration's approach is legal. Anne Joseph O'Connell, a professor at Stanford University Law School who has extensively studied interim appointments, said because there are different laws that touch on vacancies, the administration has wiggle room.

"These statutes are complex but, in that complexity is permission for the Trump administration's actions," she said. "That is not to say these actions are typical. They're not. But they are likely legal."

While they could be open, however, to legal challenges. the current Supreme Court has taken an expansive view of executive powers.

Nina Mendelson, a professor at the University of Michigan Law School, said the administration's tactics appear to be an attempt "to bypass the Senate confirmation requirements that apply by law to U.S. attorneys."

"Although individual statutes do authorize limited temporary service in such posts, the administration may face legal challenges to the total length of service, especially for an acting official who has already served as an interim," she said in an email. "In addition, lengthy temporary service could be challenged as violating the U.S. Constitution's Appointments Clause."

Mr. Essayli, whose interim term was also set to expire on Wednesday, has played a high-profile role in the Trump administration's response to protests and civil unrest surrounding immigration raids in the Los Angeles area. Damian Dovarganes/Associated Press


Mr. Essayli, a former state assemblyman who once worked as an assistant U.S. attorney, has a variety of ties to the Trump administration. He is an old friend of Harmeet K. Dhillon, an assistant attorney general who is leading the Justice Department's civil rights division, and an ally of Ric Grenell, Mr. Trump's former acting director of national intelligence. He was among a small group that met in California with Eric Trump and Donald Trump, Jr., shortly before last year's election.

He has been a lightning rod during his brief tenure. In June, after a prominent union leader was injured during an arrest while protesting immigration raids, Mr. Essayli said, "I don't care who you are -- if you impede federal agents, you will be arrested and prosecuted."

During his tenure, the office has also ramped up an investigation of California high school sports after a transgender girl qualified for three events at the upcoming state track and field championships.

He has not endeared himself to leading Democrats in the state. Last month, Senator Alex Padilla was forced to the ground and handcuffed by federal agents after trying to question Kristi Noem, the homeland security secretary, at a Los Angeles news conference about the recent ICE raids. Mr. Essayli, who was at the conference, referred to the senator's actions as "a stunt."

"There's certainly no world in which Adam Schiff and Senator Padilla are going to agree to my nomination," Mr. Essayli said in referring to California's two senators during a recent interview with the conservative commentator, Glenn Beck. He added, "We've got some tricks up our sleeve."

He also complained that he was "up against very hostile judges, a bench here in Southern California that's extremely left" and "an office I inherited with left-leaning attorneys."

Ms. Chattah has kept a lower profile during her brief time in office in Nevada, but has a long history as a hard-line Republican activist in the state. She is still listed as one of three members of Nevada's delegation to the Republican National Committee, though she has indicated that she has at least temporarily stepped away from active work related to the post.

Ms. Chattah, who was born in Israel and came to the United States as a teenager, has also represented the Nevada Republican Party as a lawyer and was its unsuccessful candidate for attorney general in 2022.

She once said that Nevada's state attorney general, Aaron Ford, should be "hanging" from a crane. Mr. Ford, who is Black, later responded that "threatening to lynch someone, especially a Black person, is racist." She has also referred to former New York Representative Jamaal Bowman as an "antisemitic ghetto rat."

When federal judges in New Jersey intervened in the midst of the recent confusion to try to name a successor to Ms. Habba, they named an experienced prosecutor, Desiree Leigh Grace, who had been the office's second-ranking official.

But shortly after Ms. Grace was named, Justice Department officials announced that she had been fired, attacking the judges as political agents and affirming department leaders' support for Ms. Habba. Only weeks earlier, the Trump administration had supported federal judges who had appointed a top prosecutor in Maryland, but the local judges there had endorsed the administration's choice.

With her interim tenure expiring, Ms. Habba said on social media last week that she would become the state's acting U.S. attorney instead of the interim U.S. attorney.

A similarly chaotic process unfolded earlier this month in a federal prosecutors' office in Albany, N.Y., after judges there declined to extend the interim term of John A. Sarcone III. Mr. Sarcone was named a "special attorney to the attorney general," and given the powers of a U.S. attorney.

"Given what happened in Albany and New Jersey recently, we can expect to see more of this, it seems to be the new game plan," said Greg Brower, who served as U.S. attorney in Nevada under President George W. Bush and Barack Obama.

"Historically the Senate gets to have a say about who is in those positions, so this is definitely different. I think above all else, it's really the Senate that needs to evaluate whether this is the way these appointments should be made."
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As Consumers Lose Their Appetite, Food Brands Fight to Keep Wall St. Happy

Packaged food companies are struggling to adjust -- and profit -- as tastes, waistlines and wallets change.




By Julie Creswell and Lauren Hirsch



Jul 25, 2025 at 10:01 AM

For generations, Cool Whip topped pies. Tropical punch Kool-Aid was served at children's birthday parties. And an Oscar Mayer bologna sandwich was a lunchbox staple.

But in recent years, the big packaged food brands that dominated American pantries and refrigerators for decades are struggling as consumers spend less on brand-name cookies, spaghetti sauce and cream cheese.

The companies are grappling with a number of stressors. Shoppers, feeling pinched by higher food prices over the past two years, are cutting back or trading down to less expensive private labels. Others are eschewing highly processed foods for healthier, more natural items. And the continued rise of weight-loss drugs like Ozempic are reducing cravings for sugary and salty snacks.

Among the debates consuming executives in boardrooms of U.S. food companies is which brands consumers are buying and avoiding -- and how large and lasting the impact of the weight-loss drugs will be, said Charlie Hadid, Morgan Stanley's head of consumer investment banking in the Americas.

As growth in the packaged goods industry stalls, its stocks have lagged. While the broad S&P 500 index has gained 40 percent over the last two years, an index of food and beverage stocks has flatlined.

To jump-start growth and satisfy investors, companies are starting to re-engineer some of the big deals of the past, banking on a smaller-is-better, or narrower-is-better, strategy.

This month, the Italian candy company Ferrero announced that it would acquire the cereal giant WK Kellogg in a $3.1 billion deal. Kraft Heinz, a $26-billion-a-year hodgepodge of condiments, luncheon meats and frozen potato brands, is weighing its own breakup, two people familiar with the situation said.

"It's an admission that things have to change in one way or another, whatever that change may be," Peter Galbo, an analyst at Bank of America, said. "Because the fundamental story has not improved at the rate they thought it would."

Consumer behavior is shifting at a tough time for the food and beverage industry. Ingredient and labor costs remain high. The on-again-off-again tariff situation in the Trump administration is disrupting supply chains and could send costs higher. Likewise, new pushes by the administration -- such as dumping artificial colors for natural ones in foods and beverages -- are creating uncertainties and potentially greater expenses.

And the food giants are watching small, nimble companies that make healthier food and beverages gain consumers' attention through social media and other direct marketing campaigns.

"The big brands are going to have to really fight hard to figure out how to stay relevant," said Kelly Haws, a professor of marketing at Vanderbilt University. "The value of some of these brands has decreased dramatically, and they may have to reinvent themselves."

Some of the big food companies are trying to evolve, at least on the margins. Some are acquiring the fast-growing, healthier brands. Many have pledged in recent weeks to dump artificial colors. In mid-July, executives at PepsiCo told Wall Street analysts and investors that it would add protein and fiber to some of its snacks and beverages.

Price increases by the food giants over the last couple of years kept revenues growing. But PepsiCo, which announced plans this year to acquire Poppi, a prebiotic soda brand, for $1.95 billion, has reported flat or falling demand for its snacks, bars and beverages in North America since 2022. General Mills, home to brands like Cheerios and Betty Crocker, recorded four straight years of declines in volume.

The consumer packaged foods industry was sputtering even before the pandemic, with revenue growing about 2 percent annually from 2012 to 2019, according to McKinsey. During that time, mergers and acquisitions in the sector picked up as companies tried to cut costs and gain leverage with retailers.

Kraft spun out its faster-growing snack business in 2012 and renamed it Mondelez. Then, in 2015, Kraft merged with Heinz to create the third-largest food company in the country.

A decade later, its stock has lost more than 60 percent of its value, a far worse performance than rivals like Campbell's and General Mills. For the last three years, revenue at Kraft Heinz has stumbled as a result of falling volume for its foods, beverages and desserts.



The deal was cobbled together by 3G Capital, a Brazilian private equity firm that brought rigor from its experience in railroads to cull a bloated food and beverage industry. But after a failed attempt to acquire Unilever in 2017, Kraft Heinz was unable to land another megadeal that could help fuel its cost-cutting strategy.

Warren E. Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway was 3G's partner in the Kraft Heinz deal and in Burger King's acquisition of Tim Hortons. Mr. Buffett later conceded in 2019 that he had "overpaid" for Kraft and underestimated the power of grocers like Walmart. Analysts who once lauded 3G's aggressive approach to cost-cutting began to question whether it also had the ability to nurture and expand brands -- questions amplified when the company wrote down the value of once-prominent brands like Kraft and Oscar Mayer by more than $15 billion in 2019.

"It was a disastrous 10-year period for the company," said Emilie Feldman, a professor of management at the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania. "You can't innovate and cost-cut at the same time."

By the end of 2023, 3G had thrown in the towel. It sold its remaining stake in the company and no longer held a seat on the boards. Early last year, Kraft Heinz put in place its third chief executive in the past decade, Carlos Abrams-Rivera, a longtime food executive.

A spokeswoman for Kraft Heinz said the company had shifted its focus to creating new products to meet changing consumer preferences. It is rolling out new flavors of its popular Kraft Mac & Cheese, including jalapeno and ranch; mixed its Crystal Light drink with vodka for a canned, ready-to-drink cocktail; and is offering its Capri Sun pouches in larger bottles.

But Kraft Heinz is also weighing a deal that, in some ways, would undo the 2015 merger.

One possibility might be to spin out its slower-growth grocery business -- staples like Kraft Mac & Cheese, Oscar Mayer and Velveeta -- leaving it with a stronger portfolio that includes condiments and sauces, like Heinz ketchup and Grey Poupon mustard.

The two people familiar with the situation, who requested anonymity because the deliberations are confidential, stressed that no decision had been made.

"As announced in May, Kraft Heinz has been evaluating potential strategic transactions to unlock shareholder value," a company spokeswoman said in a statement. "Beyond that, we do not comment on rumors or speculation."

A split that separated growing brands from laggards proved to be successful for Kellogg. In the fall of 2023, it spun out its increasingly popular snacks like Pringles and Cheez-It crackers into a new company, Kellanova, while breakfast cereals like Froot Loops and Rice Krispies were tucked into WK Kellogg.

Last August, the candy giant Mars agreed to buy Kellanova in a deal valued at nearly $36 billion, a 44 percent premium over where Kellanova had been trading. And Ferrero's $3.1 billion agreement to buy WK Kellogg is about 40 percent above where shares had been trading.

"I think for Kraft Heinz, if it splits, it's more about unlocking a higher multiple than what it has now," said Erin Lash, an analyst at Morningstar.

"When Kellogg's broke up, it said the different parts would benefit from focusing on the core businesses," Ms. Lash said. Instead, she noted, both entities wound up being acquired by privately held companies at significant premiums, ultimately a win for investors.
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U.S. Economy Slowed in First Half of 2025 as Tariffs Scrambled Data

Gross domestic product rebounded in the spring after contracting at the start of the year, but consumer spending remained weak.

Thomas Built school buses being assembled this month at a plant in High Point, N.C. Companies that rely on imported materials to manufacture goods domestically have been anxious about tariffs. Travis Dove for The New York Times



By Ben Casselman



Jul 30, 2025 at 01:37 PM

Economic growth softened in the first half of the year, as tariffs and uncertainty upended business plans and scrambled consumers' spending decisions.

Gross domestic product, adjusted for inflation, increased at a 3 percent annual rate in the second quarter, the Commerce Department said on Wednesday. That topped forecasters' expectations and appeared to represent a strong rebound from the first three months of the year, when output contracted at a 0.5 percent rate.

But both those figures were skewed -- in opposite directions -- by big swings in trade and inventories caused by President Trump's ever-shifting tariff policies. Taken as a whole, the data from the first six months of the year tell a more consistent story of anemic, though positive, economic growth.



Many forecasters expect a further deterioration in the months ahead, as tariffs work their way through supply chains, federal job cuts filter through the economy and stricter immigration policies take a toll on industries that rely on foreign-born workers.

"We don't think we've seen the full effects from tariffs yet," said Michael Gapen, chief U.S. economist for Morgan Stanley. "I don't see how we power through without a soft patch at least for a little while."

But the economy has repeatedly defied such gloomy predictions in recent years, and some forecasters believe it could do so again. Unemployment remains low, measures of consumer confidence have rebounded and tariffs have so far done little to push up prices overall. The tax-and-spending bill passed by Congress this month could also provide a short-term boost to economic activity, although many budget experts have warned that it could pose a long-term risk by adding trillions to the federal debt.

"We're going to look back and either say, 'Wow, the economy was super resilient and these things didn't matter as much as we thought they would,' or we're going to say, 'Yeah, you could kind of feel it was weakening,'" said Louise Sheiner, an economist at the Brookings Institution. "I think we just don't know."

Officials at the Federal Reserve will be weighing those dueling narratives at their meeting on Wednesday. They are widely expected to hold interest rates steady, but a flood of economic data this week could help decide whether and when they will cut rates again.

Mr. Trump on Wednesday seized on the G.D.P. data to renew his demand that the Fed lower rates. In a social media post, he said that the report was "WAY BETTER THAN EXPECTED!" and that Jerome H. Powell, the Fed chair, "MUST NOW LOWER THE RATE."

"Let people buy, and refinance, their homes!" Mr. Trump wrote.

The data released on Wednesday included evidence to support both sides of the debate.

Consumer spending, the bedrock of the U.S. economy, grew at a 1.4 percent annual rate in the second quarter. That was an acceleration from the 0.5 percent rate in the beginning of the year, but well below the 2.8 percent growth in spending in 2024. That could be a sign that consumers, whose resilience has helped keep growth on track during a tumultuous economic period, are finally showing signs of strain.

High interest rates also continue to weigh on the housing sector, which contracted for the second straight quarter. And inflation continues to cool: Consumer prices rose at a 2.1 percent rate in the second quarter, barely above the Fed's long-term target of 2 percent.

If consumers continue to pull back and inflation remains tame, that could lead the Fed to restart rate cuts in the fall, especially if the labor market shows signs of weakening. But the data on Wednesday also included hints of why some policymakers remain cautious.

After-tax incomes, adjusted for inflation, grew at a 3 percent rate, suggesting the strong job market could allow consumers to keep spending. And "core" consumer prices, excluding volatile food and energy categories, rose at a 2.5 percent rate, even without much effect from tariffs.

Spending data for June, which will be released on Thursday, could give a clearer picture of how consumers are responding to the mixed economic signals. Aditya Bhave, an economist at Bank of America, said he will be paying particular attention to spending on discretionary services, such as air travel and hotel stays, for signs of whether consumers are pulling back or powering ahead.

"I really think about discretionary services as the canary in the coal mine," Mr. Bhave said.

The big swing in the overall G.D.P. figures between the first and second quarters paints a misleading picture of the economy. That is because of the unusual patterns in trade and spending caused by Mr. Trump's tariff policies, and by the confusing way that economic activity is measured.

When Mr. Trump returned to office, businesses and consumers anticipated that tariff rates would rise and rushed to stock up on foreign goods and materials before new duties took effect. That resulted in a surge in imports at the start of the year. That pattern reversed in the second quarter because many companies had already imported the goods they needed.

Big swings in imports can result in confusing G.D.P. numbers because imports, in principle, shouldn't be counted in the figures at all.

G.D.P., as the name suggests, is meant to measure only goods produced domestically. But rather than measure production directly, the government counts all the goods and services sold in the country, and then subtracts the ones that were made overseas. (It also adds in exports, which are produced domestically but sold to foreign buyers.)

That means that, in theory, imports should be offset elsewhere in the data, either showing up as spending or as unsold products held in inventory. Spending and inventories are both counted as part of G.D.P.

In practice, though, the government is good at counting both imports and consumer spending, but often must rely on rough estimates for inventories, especially in preliminary data. The G.D.P. figures showed that imports subtracted nearly five percentage points from G.D.P. growth in the first quarter, then added more than five points in the second. Shifts in inventories offset those swings, but only partly, adding a bit less than three points to first-quarter growth and subtracting a bit more than three points to the second quarter.

Many economists expect the data to be revised in the coming months to show bigger moves in inventories to more fully cancel out the swings in imports. That would result in less volatility in the quarterly G.D.P. figures.

Measures of underlying activity, which remove the volatile trade and inventory components, show that growth slowed sharply in the first quarter, then weakened further in the second.

"Headline numbers are hiding the economy's true performance, which is slowing as tariffs take a bite out of activity," Kathy Bostjancic, chief economist for the insurer Nationwide, wrote in a note to clients.

The second-quarter figures will be revised at least twice in coming months as more complete data becomes available. Those revisions could be significant: Many economists initially dismissed the contraction in G.D.P. in the first quarter because consumer spending was solid and measures of underlying growth were strong. But subsequent updates made the first quarter look significantly weaker than the preliminary data had suggested.
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How Many Dates Should You Go On Before You Start Talking About Money?

Couples tend to dance around discussing how much they earn or owe early in a relationship. But experts agree that talking about money sooner is better than later.

Kooshan Dunn, left, and his husband, Aaron Dunn, didn't have conversations about money until two to three years into their relationship. Mark Abramson for The New York Times



By Kailyn Rhone



Jul 05, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Four years ago, fresh out of law school, Blessing Akinsilo was excited about her first real date in years. She had drinks with her match at a bar in Los Angeles, and the conversation felt easy. Things were going well -- until he asked what she did for work.

They started guessing each other's salary. He was an aspiring actor juggling part-time gigs. She was working in entertainment law. When her date assumed she was making more money than he was, she laughed and admitted that she had six figures of student loan debt.

His face twisted in surprise. Ten minutes later, they were splitting the check and saying awkward goodbyes. She never heard from him again.

Months later, Ms. Akinsilo and a man she had matched with on the dating app Hinge were messaging and joking about student loans. She figured it was safe to tell him how much she owed on her loan, thinking he would relate. But when he learned that her level of debt dwarfed his -- he owed a quarter of what she did -- the messages dried up fast.

They never made it to a first date.

"I wish I could go back in time and tell myself, 'Don't bring up these student loans and other things,'" said Ms. Akinsilo, now 31 and still navigating the dating scene.

For generations, couples have danced around conversations involving money in the early stage of a relationship. Whether out of discomfort, fear of being judged or simply not knowing when or how to bring it up, many people avoid talking about how much they earn, how much they owe or how they like to spend their money. More Americans feel comfortable discussing politics or religion than conversing about their finances, according to a 2024 Bankrate report.

This reluctance is evident in pop culture. In the film "Materialists," a romantic comedy written and directed by Celine Song that debuted in June, Dakota Johnson plays a matchmaker named Lucy who makes a point of learning about the finances of the men she meets and takes on as either clients or lovers. One of these prospects, a man named Harry who works in finance, played by Pedro Pascal, is taken aback when Lucy asks him what his salary is. He declines to give an exact figure.

Things have shifted in recent years. A 2023 survey by Northwestern Mutual found that more than 70 percent of Americans believed that a conversation about money should occur "well ahead of marriage or living together." Many financial experts agree that such conversations should happen sooner rather than later.

Job insecurity and mass layoffs during the pandemic also pushed money to the center of everyday conversations. Economic pressure is leading many people to ask questions about finances earlier in their relationships, sometimes even on the first date, said Aja Evans, a financial therapist in New York City and the author of "Feel-Good Finance."

"Two things can be a deal breaker for people in relationships: kids and money," Ms. Evans said.

By the Third Date

Lori Powell did not hold back anything on her first date with Dave, who is now her husband. She laid out everything: divorced with two children, not a fan of sweaty outdoor activities, high heels over sneakers. She also said she was debt-free.

Dave Powell told her that he had three daughters, that he had a steady job running a nonprofit and that half his salary went to his ex-wife. But it wasn't until things got serious between the couple that he revealed he had about $15,000 in credit card debt.

It was a shock, but not a deal breaker, Ms. Powell said. Before they married in 1997, she said, she sold a piece of property in Tampa, Fla., for about $40,000 and paid off the debt so they could start fresh.

Thirty years later, they are still together, living in Lakeland, Fla., and still working. Mr. Powell, 75, works in sales, and Ms. Powell, 66, runs what she calls a vintage market. They have a combined income of $200,000 a year. The couple credit their long-lasting marriage to the tough money conversations they had at the beginning.

"No secrets is imperative to a happy relationship," Ms. Powell said. "You can have a private life, but not a secret life."

Daphney Poyser, a matchmaker and relationship coach at Fern Connections, said she agreed with the Powells. She recommended asking questions about career goals, money and lifestyle habits by the third date, before things get too serious, so surprises do not pop up.

Getting on the Same Page

Brandon Hill and Alexandria Ang began dating during their freshman year of college and now live in a two-bedroom townhouse and are engaged. Jaida Grey Eagle for The New York Times


Alexandria Ang and Brandon Hill, both 25, didn't waste time talking about money -- once they actually had some. They began dating during their freshman year at Macalester College and landed jobs soon after graduating.

Mr. Hill, a part-time music teacher chasing his music dreams, and Ms. Ang, a social media manager, knew that Ms. Ang would have to carry a bigger financial load early on, because she made more money. But once they moved into a one-bedroom apartment in Minnesota's Twin Cities, Mr. Hill wrestled with not being "the provider."

"When we graduated college, reality hit us like a truck," Ms. Ang said. "We were like, 'Oh, my God, we can't depend on dorm life and school anymore.'"

For over a year, Ms. Ang covered the rent while Mr. Hill paid for groceries and household basics. But tension built as old ideas about who should provide clashed with what worked for them in reality.

After some tough conversations, Mr. Hill shifted to a full-time manager-in-training role at a gym so he could contribute to bigger bills, and the couple started weekly budget meetings.

They now live in a two-bedroom townhouse and are engaged. They believe that once your relationship is exclusive, conversations about money also need to include discussing what feels fair, comfortable and sustainable for both partners.

Sharing Finances Before Sharing a Life

Once the Dunns broke their silence on money, everything shifted. Mark Abramson for The New York Times


It took Kooshan Dunn and his husband, Aaron Dunn, two to three years before they started talking about money in their relationship. At the time, both were in creative fields -- Kooshan as a fashion stylist and Aaron as an art gallery assistant -- but Kooshan was ready for a career change and thinking about leaving Brooklyn.

He knew it was time for an honest conversation about their finances before taking the next step, if he wanted to continue the relationship.

"It was a breaking point," Kooshan, now in his early 30s, said. "We were always working, living from invoice to invoice and gig to gig. 'Is this really what we want?'"

Once they broke the silence, everything shifted. The couple changed careers, moved to San Francisco for Aaron's corporate law job and later settled in Los Angeles, where Aaron works as an intellectual property lawyer and Kooshan holds a corporate tech role.

Now married for nearly a year, they share expenses like the mortgage and utilities through a joint account but keep separate accounts for personal spending, although both have access to those accounts. The couple believe that if they didn't have that difficult money conversation, they wouldn't be where they are now.

Reading Between the Lines

Kiana Brooks, a senior buyer at a luxury fashion brand who is in her late 20s, has no idea how much her girlfriend makes, and she said she was perfectly fine with that.

After nearly a year of dating long distance, racking up frequent-flier miles between New York and Los Angeles, the couple said they cared less about the numbers on their paychecks and more about whether their lifestyles clicked.

Ms. Brooks loves to travel. To celebrate their one-year anniversary, she and her girlfriend, Nia Gaines, are headed to Paris, the city where they made things official. They are splitting hotel costs, paid separately for their airfare and are paying alternately for meals.

The way they spend, the couple said, reveals more than any spreadsheet or bank statement could. Ms. Brooks thinks people should inquire more about someone's lifestyle and daily habits than about their finances.

"We always say long distance works as long as you're not broke," Ms. Brooks said. "If she's like, 'I can't come to see you,' I don't have to hear her say she can't afford it. You can read between the lines."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/05/business/dating-relationships-salary.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




A Designer Was Ready for India's Fashion Moment

As the "big guys" dabble in Indian looks, Kartik Kumra is in it for the long haul. And stars like Kendrick Lamar and Stephen Curry are wearing his designs.

Kartik Kumra started his fashion label, Kartik Research, in his dorm room at the University of Pennsylvania.



By Alisha Haridasani Gupta



Jul 27, 2025 at 10:00 AM

In June, Kartik Kumra was confronted, for the first time in his life, with a scrum of reporters.

His brand, Kartik Research, had just made its runway debut at Paris Fashion Week, showcasing a collection of soft-edged clothing infused with the visual language of India. A pair of beige hand-spun pleated linen pants were spruced up with floral embroidery swirling around the ankle of one leg. And a black blazer was transformed with a flash of gold Banarasi silk peeking through the lapel.

It just so happened that Mr. Kumra's show had taken place in the middle of a season in which India seemed to be on the mood board of the luxury fashion world. Prada sent models down its men's wear runway in footwear that closely resembled Kolhapuri sandals. A few days later, at the Louis Vuitton men's wear show, the brand's creative director, Pharrell Williams, recreated the ancient Indian game of Snakes and Ladders as a set for his show.

After Mr. Kumra's show ended, the assembled reporters peppered him with questions. "What did you think of the L.V. show?" he recalled them asking during a recent interview. "What about the Prada show?"

It became abundantly clear to Mr. Kumra, 25, that India's sartorial choices were being repackaged as trendy. And that his brand had found itself at the center of that moment.

 Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times

 Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times

 Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times

 Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times

Mr. Kumra's designs incorporate traditional Indian methods and designs, with help from a large network of artisans he has built over the last few years. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times

Even having a presence at Fashion Week, alongside what he called "the big guys," was once unthinkable for Mr. Kumra, who started his brand four years ago in his college dorm room as he studied economics at the University of Pennsylvania. At that time, he had no experience in fashion or design.

But his brand's ability to reframe Indian crafts in the context of Western fashion has attracted a loyal -- or, as Mr. Kumra described it, "sticky" -- following and prepared him for the mainstream spotlight.

His work has been seen on Kendrick Lamar, Stephen Curry, Brad Pitt, Riz Ahmed, Lewis Hamilton and Paul Mescal. When the brand released a limited run of embroidered Converse sneakers in May, the shoes sold out almost immediately. In 2023, Mr. Kumra's brand was a semifinalist for the coveted L.V.M.H. Prize for Young Fashion Designers.

Kartik Research is now stocked in 70 locations around the world, including Mr Porter and Selfridges. Next spring, it will arrive at Harrods in London. Mr. Kumra will also introduce a line of women's wear at Bergdorf Goodman in March.

"Next season, India is not going to be the reference for them," he said, referring to companies like Prada and Louis Vuitton. "But this is our thing. We built a business on it and we're going to keep doing it."

A few weeks after his show in Paris, at the brand's new brick-and-mortar store in the busy Dimes Square neighborhood in downtown Manhattan, Mr. Kumra was manning the floor. In one corner stood a classic Indian straw daybed. On the wall, there was a painting of Hindu mythology. A live cricket match -- India versus England -- was streaming on his laptop.

Kartik Research has a store on the Lower East Side of Manhattan, and the company's designs can also be found at various retailers. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


A single rack of clothes ran the length of the store. Each garment had made its way through an "independent universe of small makers," Mr. Kumra said. "The real experts -- the master embroiderers, weavers, printers." Their work isn't scalable, nor can you find their phone numbers online. To work with them requires building on-the-ground relationships.

A white shirt on the rack, for example, was handmade by a man in the state of Gujarat, using what is known as bhujodi weaving. That weaver noticed, during one of Mr. Kumra's visits to his workshop, that Mr. Kumra was wearing handloom denim pants. "He was like, 'Oh, let me connect you to my handloom denim guys,'" Mr. Kumra said. "And I went and visited them -- they were a couple hours away -- and now they make our denim pants."

Piece by piece, Mr. Kumra has built a network of artisans who aren't easily accessible. That gives Mr. Kumra a leg up on brands that parachute in and wax poetic about Indian craft for a season or two, said Julie Ragolia, a New York-based stylist and consultant who became a mentor to Mr. Kumra through a program called Mr Porter Futures.

"He understands that if he's bringing his community into this process, he's helping so many people to understand the value of India from a deeper perspective and not just one of borrowing," said Ms. Ragolia, who has dressed a number of clients, including Mr. Ahmed, in Kartik Research.

The clothes themselves feel couture and luxurious, she added. "You feel the hands that have made them," she said -- they are all a little imperfect and no two garments are alike -- and yet, "while there's such immensity of technique, it's not fussy. It's very wearable."

Mr. Kumra, who grew up in New Delhi, had a fervent interest in fashion and streetwear as a consumer long before conceiving Kartik Research. Through college and high school, he would resell sneakers. He admired the work of Dries Van Noten, and he was, like so many teenagers, a Supreme enthusiast. He also enjoyed sketching and doodling.

With each Kartik Research garment, "you feel the hands that have made them," said Julie Ragolio, a stylist and Mr. Kumra's mentor. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times

 Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


When Covid shuttered universities in 2020, Mr. Kumra, who had an internship in finance lined up, decided instead to spend his free time in New Delhi putting together a business plan. His mother shuttled him around the country to meet with artisans. Some of the money he earned from reselling sneakers -- roughly $5,000 -- became the start-up capital for what was then Karu MFG -- "karu" is the Sanskrit word for "artisan," and "MFG" is short for "manufacturing."

He cold-called factories and found one, on the brink of closing as a result of the pandemic, that agreed to create 22 garments for him. "The look book cost 1,000 bucks -- a friend shot it, and we got models for 200 bucks," he said. "The location was free, it was 10 minutes away from my house."

Mr. Kumra then jumped into the Discord channel of "Throwing Fits," a podcast for men's wear enthusiasts, to share his designs and solicit feedback. "I was just really blown away -- this young guy was a fan of us, but when we saw his work we were becoming a fan of him," said one of the podcast's hosts, Lawrence Schlossman. "I actually remember my first piece of feedback was just like drop the MFG."

By the time Mr. Kumra returned to Philadelphia to finish his degree in 2022, he was running a full-blown business. A stylist messaged him one night about one of his cardigans: "Yo, Kendrick's wearing it." As in the Pulitzer Prize-winning rapper.

That was the first time, in Mr. Kumra's recollection, that his friends realized he wasn't lying about having started a brand.

As he builds Kartik Research, Mr. Kumra is not taking a salary. His mother still helps out, working on the finance and accounting side. It was just in the last year that Mr. Kumra hired two designers.

In a cheeky acknowledgment of the heightened interest and momentum around Indian fashion, Mr. Kumra's own inspirations, and how, he said, work from there could one day be considered "globally aspirational," the Kartik Research show in Paris in June was accompanied with a look book.

Its title? "How to Make It in India."
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Moomins Enter the Cuteness Pantheon, With Help From Gen Z

Like Snoopy and Miffy, these adorable creatures have been rediscovered by members of a younger generation.

"The Door Is Always Open," a new exhibition at the Brooklyn Public Library, celebrates the author Tove Jansson's creations. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Adrienne Raphel



Jul 28, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The Moomin family -- Moominpappa, Moominmamma and Moomintroll -- live in Moominvalley, where they welcome all friends, visitors and vagrants for adventures and sweet treats.

Lately, though, the milk-white hippo-esque characters created by the Finnish author and artist Tove Jansson, have taken over the central branch of the Brooklyn Public Library. With huge, friendly eyes and protruding, snuffly snouts, they peer from balconies and dance across giant pink and green floor displays.

On a recent summer afternoon, Meera Sastry, who was visiting from Los Angeles, stopped by to see the exhibit on the recommendation of a college friend.

"I remember Moomins growing up, from online -- I was big into Tumblr," said Ms. Sastry, 23, pausing to admire a photograph of Ms. Jansson by the Finnish coast. "Of course they were cute, like Sanrio characters. But I liked that they were also anxious, and had little narratives." Ms. Sastry hadn't read any of the nine books featuring the characters, she admitted: "I'll have to get on that."

Others browsing the exhibit, including an art teacher on a road trip with her friends, had also first learned of these lovable creatures online, where Moomins have gone the way of Snoopy and Miffy -- decades-old cartoon characters who have been rediscovered and embraced by a younger generation and have spread widely through merchandise and online content.

At the library, installations resembling open books teach visitors about Ms. Jansson, a Finnish lesbian artist who lived with her life partner, Tuulikki Pietila. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


The walls of the reading rooms in the Brooklyn Public Library. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times

The exhibition, the first in the United States to celebrate Ms. Jansson and her Moomin characters, is on view through Sept. 30. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


When the library announced the exhibition on Instagram, said Linda E. Johnson, the president and chief executive of the Brooklyn Public Library, it became the account's highest-performing post to date.

Lukas Dean, 22, a Norwegian singer who recently appeared on "The Voice," mainly uploads content about two things on TikTok: music and Moomins. One video, captioned "pov: when someone asks me what happened to all my adult money," features Mr. Dean cross-legged on a kitchen floor, flanked by stacks of Moomin-themed dishware.

The comments sympathize with his situation: "relate so hard," "literally me," "ok don't call me out like this." Mr. Dean's obsession with Moomin collectibles began when his father brought him back a treat from a blood drive: In Norway, everyone who donates receives a Moomin mug. Now he has a collection of about 40 of them (not all from donating blood).

Choosing one each morning, he said, "sets my mood for the day."

"A lot of people like the nostalgia aesthetic," he added.

This year is the 80th anniversary of "The Moomins and the Great Flood," the children's book by Ms. Jansson that originated the Moomin universe. From the beginning of Moomintimes, the characters and their stories have been related but separate entities, from a business perspective.

In the 1950s, Ms. Jansson and her brother Lars founded Moomin Characters Ltd to manage the copyright of the booming Moomin brand. The brand, already renowned and beloved in Ms. Jansson's native Finland, quickly expanded internationally when the artist began making comic strips for The Evening News in London. The characters surged in popularity in the 1990s, when Moomin-themed video games and television shows fueled a Moomin renaissance in Europe and Japan. (It was also in this decade that the Moomin mugs, which were originally hand-painted by Ms. Jansson, were reintroduced and mass produced.)

Ms. Jansson with her Moomin family. Reino Loppinen


Now, the Moomins have entered a global pantheon of cuteness: The Brooklyn Public Library Exhibit is the first in the United States to celebrate Ms. Jansson's creatures.

"Moomins are being discovered in the U.S. by new generations, spreading word from person to person," said Thomas Zambra, 36, the director of business development for Moomin Characters. He and his brother, James Zambra, the company's creative director, are Ms. Jansson's grandnephews and the third generation of family members to run the business.

In the United States, awareness of Moomins began in "small pockets bubbling up here and there," Thomas said. That has been changing rapidly, particularly as major American retailers like Barnes & Noble and Urban Outfitters begin to carry Moomin products, and as "younger generations are organically discovering the Moomins through social media and the '90s animation on YouTube," the Zambra brothers, who are based in Finland, wrote in an email.

The brand collaborations have helped, too. In the last few years, high-end luxury labels, including Rimowa, Acne Studios and Comme des Garcons have introduced products like Moomintroll luggage tags (Rimowa), a $620 Moomin-printed button down (Acne) and an entire collection of Jansson-inspired designs (Comme). Worldwide sales of Moomin products, not including books, are over $800 million a year, Thomas said.

But Moomintroll were always intended by Ms. Jansson to be something of an adorable Trojan horse for more serious social issues. Ms. Jansson was an outspoken pacifist, and her first Moomin book, which was published in 1945 and portrays her Moomin family traveling through a dark forest is often read as an allegory for World War II.

Displays featuring Snorkmaiden and Moomintroll.  Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


Peering over a balcony of the library. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times

Moomin mugs, now mass produced and sold at retailers like Urban Outfitters, were once individually hand-painted by Ms. Jansson. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


Ms. Jansson was also lesbian and lived with her life partner, Tuulikki Pietila, sometimes on a remote island that inspired the settings for her adult novels "The Summer Book" and "Fair Play."

The Brooklyn Public Library exhibition, which is titled "The Door Is Always Open," champions Ms. Jansson's message as a call for acceptance and inclusivity. It opened in June, L.G.B.T.Q. Pride Month.

"An openly queer women at that time writing about the issues and the themes that are part of her work was avant-garde," said Ms. Johnson, the Brooklyn Public Library president.

Those who have only recently been introduced to Ms. Jansson through her internet-friendly characters don't always immediately learn of her identity.

Megan Rose Ruiz, 28, an illustrator and character designer in California who uses the pronoun they, stumbled on the Moomins in high school while searching for inspiration for "whimsical forest friends" creations to help inspire their portfolio for college. "Moomintroll is the perfect design," they said.

Mx. Ruiz said they were surprised, and then inspired, to discover that Ms. Jansson was gay. "Her story is a reminder that queer people have always existed," they said.

"Moomintroll is the perfect design," said Megan Rose Ruiz, a 28-year-old illustrator who is inspired by Ms. Jansson. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


In Scandinavia, some L.G.B.T.Q. fans have long used their affinity with the characters as a kind of double language, a secret club in plain sight.

"Many queer people gravitate toward Moomins because there is something that's nostalgic and something that's culturally mainstream, but also very queer, very us," said Piki Rantanen, a 28-year-old multimedia artist based in Finland who also uses the pronoun they. (Snufkin, the vagabond Moomin musician, has become especially beloved among gay fans, they noted.)

When Moomin first entered their lives when they were a child, Mx. Rantanen said, "of course I didn't know what 'queer-coded' meant."

"But when I learned more about my own identity and about queer culture," they continued, the Moomins were "very, very, healing."
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Ethel Cain, Pop's Experimental Problem Child, Will Never Be the Same

One of music's least likely breakout stars returns to the spotlight following a successful debut, an indulgent ambient detour and some recent controversy.

Video: 



By Joe Coscarelli and Jon Caramanica



Jul 30, 2025 at 04:00 PM

Ethel Cain is not your average pop star.

As the Southern Gothic persona of the singer and songwriter Hayden Anhedonia, Cain became one of music's least likely cult sensations in recent years, not with quick hits but via deep storytelling lore and epic slowcore ballads.

While "Preacher's Daughter," her first album from 2022, also featured some perky pop-rock, like the anthemic "American Teenager," it preferred to linger in darker sounds and moods, exploring small-town religious trauma, sexual violence and even cannibalism.

Cain, 27, built intrigue along the way with a blunt, irreverent internet presence, and went on to open tour dates for Florence + the Machine and boygenius. She largely avoided the industry strongholds of New York and Los Angeles, preferring to create alone in remote isolation: rural Alabama, desolate Indiana, frigid western Pennsylvania.

After her breakout success, Cain swerved even harder, following up her celebrated debut with "Perverts," a nearly 90-minute album of ambient drone music released in January.

On Aug. 8, she will return to song structure, if not pure pop, with "Willoughby Tucker, I'll Always Love You," a dense and lush album that alternates between peppy synths, detuned acoustic ballads and eerie instrumental passages, with songs clocking in at eight, 10 and 15 minutes long.

Ethel Cain's "Willoughby Tucker, I'll Always Love You," a return to more structured pop music, is due Aug. 8. Adali Schell for The New York Times


Ahead of the release, Cain joined Popcast, The New York Times's music show, to discuss what happens when a bedroom fantasy becomes your career; how the characters she created both shield her and don't; and what it means to be a prominent trans artist in this social and political moment.

Cain also spoke at length for the first time about the resurfacing of old social-media screenshots revealing her past racial insensitivities, alongside what she called a "massive smear campaign" that targeted her identity. (Cain released a 2,000-word statement earlier this month that can be read here.)


These are edited excerpts from the conversation.

JOE COSCARELLI I thought we could start by talking about the difference between Hayden and Ethel Cain, and how you think about that character now, a few years into this project.

ETHEL CAIN When you're from the South, people are very nosy. When I started making this project, it was a way to talk about the things that I've been through -- my experiences in life, the experiences of people that I love, everything that I have witnessed -- in a way where I could be open and honest about the nasty, the brutal, the ugly, without doing it in a way where everyone in my life is going to call me and be like, "Why are you talking about this?" It was kind of a way for me to shirk off responsibility: "All names and places have been fictionalized to protect the viewer."

COSCARELLI Has it worked as armor for your personal life and your history?

CAIN It also creates problems that you don't realize. I thought it was going to protect me, and it was going to be Ethel Cain's problem, but then you get into this kind of interesting thing where you start to get eclipsed by your own character. So I keep jumping across this line and doing this funny dance where I'm figuring out: "Where is she? Where am I? Who is she in relation to me? Do people know her better than they know me? Is it a good thing? Is it bad thing?" My relationship with the character and the entity of Ethel Cain really does change year to year.

JON CARAMANICA I think a lot of people who come into the industry, even if they don't create a character with a name, they create a persona.

Video: 


CAIN Oh, absolutely. You have to understand, if I'm going to go for this, you are accepting to let your life, all of your everything, be played out in front of other people. No matter how much or how little of yourself you decide to share, you are saying hello. You lose control and you have to be OK with that.

COSCARELLI I think having that lore, that back story, plus the dramatic presentation -- the dresses, the religious imagery -- was also a huge magnet. Do you think it worked as a marketing tactic, giving you a bigger audience than you might not have had if you just said, "I'm Hayden, a regular person from Florida, and here's my music?"

CAIN I absolutely think that it did. I always had two minds about me: I do this because I'm passionate about the project. I love creating. I love world-building and weaving a web. I loved "Lord of the Rings" growing up, The Legend of Zelda, I love when something's a breadcrumb. At the same time, I thought: "Well, I'm not really good at anything else. So if I'm going to go for this, I might as well try to make it at least profitable enough to live off of."

I wanted something with the richness and the complexity of a fantasy series, but through the lens of a Southern Gothic, female-fronted kitchen-table drama. Because that's what my childhood was, just watching all these women interact and hearing stories from my mother and my grandmother and my aunts and their friends, living in this stifling, small, evangelical community. I really loved the idea of kind of bringing that complexity and richness and drama and over-the-topness of a fantasy series to the very mundane, boring life that I grew up in.

It makes sense that that aspect carried the project, because when people bite into something, they want more, they want to rip it apart and see how far down it goes. Sometimes I feel like people love the story more than they even love the music.

COSCARELLI At the same time, we know about parasocial relationships on the internet, and there's a downside. Over the last few weeks, you've been dealing a large amount of your past that has been resurfaced online. Some of it was offensive, which you seem to regret, and some you've said is being weaponized against you because of your identity as a trans artist.

"I do have a very kind of reactionary, inflammatory side to me," Cain said. Adali Schell for The New York Times


CAIN It was very strange when it all happened because it was one domino after another, and there are aspects of it that you have to take accountability for -- mistakes and actions that you have to atone for -- and then there's other aspects that are being weaponized purely out of malice.

I do like to consider myself a very open book and I'm by no means perfect. I come from a place that is very ass-backwards and it's kind of crazy the things that you still learn every day that just don't fly, things that are so deeply ingrained in you that you're constantly having to work on.

COSCARELLI The part of it that you really seemed to want to address head-on was the use of racially offensive language and jokes.

CAIN Yes, because in this specific instant, somebody had asked me [on social media] if I'd ever used a racial slur. And I said, in all honesty, yes, I have used it before. The way in which I answered it was more flippant than it needed to be. Sometimes I'm deadpan and a bit more blunt in matters that do require more sensitivity. It's one of the worst things you can do. It's hateful. It was intentionally inflammatory. I said that in my statement.

I look back at a period of my life, when I was young and angry and lashing out at the world -- it is deeply shameful and embarrassing to see that dredged back up, especially when I've created a project that is so built on trauma and healing. Moving forward, all I can really do now is try to use my platform to make right.

COSCARELLI You also come from a generation where your whole life, every up and down of it, is documented online.

CAIN I discovered and started sneaking onto the internet at all costs at about 15. It was kind of the escape from the life that I'd been living. And that culture on the internet at the time was so bad and so crazy, because it was a bunch of feral teens who were just so bonkers. I remember being on Stan Twitter before Stan Twitter was called that.

I had no followers, no friends, nobody was looking at me, so I was able to just take all this weird negativity that I'd built up in retaliation -- that I could never spew out at the people in my life who maybe actually deserved it.

CARAMANICA You've also built this successful life, heading in a beautiful direction. Is part of the anxiety around this that it could undermine that?

CAIN I don't come from this world. This was not mine. I never thought this would happen. So every day I get to do the job, I'm grateful. And if I ever lose it, especially by the consequences of my own actions, that would be my fault. So that to me wasn't a worry.

The anxiety was just kind of, "Am I the worst person ever?" I like to tell myself I do the right thing, I try to be good to people, to stand by these values that I was raised with and then thinking, am I completely not doing that at all? It was a crisis of identity, like, "I'm the biggest hypocrite ever."

I do have a very kind of reactionary, inflammatory side to me. I've always described myself as being a little badass 8-year-old boy who has been sent to live with grandma -- and I'm simultaneously grandma. I feel like this child who acts before I think. But then I also like to think when the fire has subsided, this is the right thing to do. This is how you can make right: Be apologetic, atone, be accountable. And sometimes I get scared of who's in the driver's seat.

Video: 


COSCARELLI I also want to talk about the flip side of your statement, which was standing up and saying, "I'm also being attacked as a trans artist."

CAIN With my identity in this political time in America, you know, people are not going to like you. I don't even want to say it out loud, but being accused of the things I was being accused of that were so --

COSCARELLI Glorifying child abuse, incest, bestiality ...

CAIN Yes, all of those very, very vicious things, which are also the same things the queer community has often been attacked as -- sexual deviants and perverts and whatnot. It's a huge thing. Queer people are to this day attacked with all kinds of slanderous material. And I wanted to point that out.

COSCARELLI You talked about warring impulses within you that are also in the music that got you here -- this push and pull between pop and anti-pop. You were signed to Prescription Songs, the label and publishing company of Dr. Luke, the premier centrist American hitmaker. But you followed your breakout success with a drone album. How much of that is taste and how much is trolling?

CAIN Again, it's like, "Who's in the driver's seat?" A lot of times it starts with that little badass kid: I want to be reactionary, I want to get attention, like the EPs, "Inbred," "Perverts," the names alone. I try to let the 8-year-old drive less and less as I get older, but sometimes we hop in the driver's seat and it's like, "OK, let's do something crazy."

When I first started making music, it was literally me and GarageBand. I said: "Well, I'm not going to have a career. Nobody's ever going to know who I am, I can do whatever I want." I was making Gregorian chant music. I was making electronic music, I was making pop music, I was making ambient music, I was making spoken word pieces -- whatever tickled my fancy.

With people watching, with "Preacher's Daughter," I thought: "Well, I do have to be business-minded. I do have to clean up some of the sludgier, dronier aspects of this and make it more palatable." I have people who are counting on me, there's money involved. So I was like, "Let's put a pop song on there, try to grab audiences." And if you come for the pop, stay for the drone, or the eight-minute piano ballad that follows it.

But also, as someone who comes from Stan Twitter, I know the way that they treat pop stars as opposed to rock artists or women in alternative spaces. I don't want my life picked apart like that. I was very scared to get labeled that because I thought, "Here come the piranhas." But also that's my penance. Sometimes I look at this and I say, "I deserve this."

COSCARELLI How did the business impulses, the realities of this becoming a career, affect the art going into this album?

"My relationship with the character and the entity of Ethel Cain really does change year to year," she said. Adali Schell for The New York Times


CAIN You have to accept when you make a business out of your passion, it is going to fundamentally forever change the way that you create. You only get one debut. I will never make a record the way I made "Preacher's Daughter," which has been heartbreaking over the past couple years of realizing that.

"Willoughby Tucker" was a very different process. A lot more frustration, a lot more heartbreak, a lot emptier. I cried every day that I was finishing it because I just thought, "Will I ever love this again?" The only thing I have ever truly, deeply, unequivocally loved in my whole life was telling stories and making music. And the fact that I feel nothing for making music right now, for this portion, that was hard.

I don't care what music people want from me. But it's still like, this is what funds my life. I do not want to have to go back to working a day job like I did for so many years to fund the music. So I do have to find the compromise of, we put out an album, I tour it, I make a pop song or two, and I enjoy that. But then I will make an hour-and-a-half-long drone album.

The only way that you could really fail personally is if you stop indulging and start only thinking about business. You have to do both at the same time.

COSCARELLI So where are you at with your record deal and the future of your career?

CAIN I will be independent as of this record's release. I'm looking forward to being fully in control of my everything moving forward. I want to leave behind a long legacy of art that was genuine and heartfelt, that's not for anybody else, but I can look back on and say: "I really gave it my all and I have a lot of good memories attached. And a lot of bad memories attached, too, but like I lived my life through those projects." That to me is what success will look like.

Watch the full episode here and follow Popcast on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Amazon Music or YouTube.
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A Royal Send-Off for Ozzy Osbourne, Prince of Darkness

A cortege took the singer's coffin through the streets of his hometown, Birmingham, England, on Wednesday.

Video: 



By Alex Marshall
Reporting from Birmingham, England


Jul 30, 2025 at 12:01 PM

It was a ceremony fit for royalty.

A regal hearse. A procession through crowd-lined streets. A brass band playing. And throngs of devoted, tearful admirers paying their respects as the coffin passed.

It was time to say goodbye to the Prince of Darkness.

On Wednesday, Ozzy Osbourne, one of the founders of the pioneering heavy metal band Black Sabbath, received just such a tribute in Birmingham, England -- his hometown -- ahead of a private family funeral.

It was the third time this month that fans had descended on the city for an Ozzfest of sorts. On July 5, they flocked here for Osbourne's final concert at a soccer stadium just a few minutes from the singer's childhood home. Last week, the black-clad, tattooed throngs returned after the singer died at age 76. On Wednesday, they were back for his funeral procession.

Sharon Osbourne with her children and other mourners at the Black Sabbath Bridge. Joanna Yee for The New York Times


Just after 1 p.m., a car carrying Osbourne's coffin and a purple floral arrangement spelling out "Ozzy," with a purple floral cross on its roof, traveled along Broad Street, one of Birmingham's main thoroughfares. It was followed by other vehicles carrying Osbourne's closest family members, including his wife, Sharon, and Jack and Kelly Osbourne, two of the couple's three children.

The route led them to the Black Sabbath Bench, a tourist attraction that has become a place of pilgrimage since Osbourne's death.

When the group arrived at the landmark, the family members got out to look at tributes to their lost patriarch as the massed fans, who stood several rows deep, shouted tributes including "Ozzy forever."

Video: Family and Fans Pay Tribute to Ozzy Osbourne at Funeral Procession

A cortege took the singer's coffin through the streets of his hometown, Birmingham, England. His family stepped out to look at tributes at Black Sabbath Bench, an attraction that has become a place of pilgrimage.

A tearful Sharon Osbourne waved to the crowd and embraced the city's lord mayor, Zafar Iqbal. The family lingered a few minutes more. Then the emotional group drove off as the brass band played.

In the hours before the ceremony, fans had gathered opposite the bench, listened to Osbourne's music and raucously chanted his name. Many had carried homemade tributes to the singer, or toy bats. Almost all of them were wearing black.

Some had rushed across borders to make it in time. Niclas Sundsborn, 53, a maintenance worker from Sweden, said that after learning about the procession on Tuesday, he and a metal-loving friend had each spent about $1,300 on plane tickets to fly to Britain. Sundsborn said that his own family "probably think I'm mad" for spending that much, but that Osbourne was "an icon."

Video: 

Tributes for Ozzy Osbourne in Birmingham.

In Britain, mourners typically take to the streets in large numbers only for the death of queens or kings. After John Lennon died in 1980, some 20,000 fans gathered in Liverpool for a vigil, but few other artists have provoked such devotion. There was no procession for David Bowie's death, in 2016.

Holly Tessler, a lecturer in the University of Liverpool's music department, described the mass public mourning for Osbourne as "unprecedented" for a musician in Britain.

It's also rare for Birmingham. Carl Chinn, a historian who has written several books on the city's history, said that the last time large-scale crowds had gathered there to collectively mourn was in 1914, when people hoped to glimpse the coffin of Joseph Chamberlain, a prominent statesman and former lord mayor.

Chamberlain was the first lawmaker to "steadfastly and proudly" advocate for Birmingham on a national scale, Chinn said, adding that Osbourne and his Black Sabbath bandmates had effectively done the same globally with their music.

An Ozzy fan at the front of the line in Birmingham. Joanna Yee for The New York Times


That partly explains why Birmingham has taken his death so hard, Chinn said. Osbourne, who grew up in one of the city's working-class districts and worked in a slaughterhouse before he co-founded Black Sabbath in 1968, was one of the city's own.

"This has been an outpouring of Birmingham patriotism," Chinn said.

Some in the crowd on Wednesday said they were still processing the reality that Osbourne was gone. Goose Giroud, 37, a pilot who was at the front of the barriers, said that she had met Osbourne just two weeks ago at a Comic Con in Birmingham. At the event, she recalled, the singer had pulled her close and signed her arm -- a mark that she had made into a tattoo.

A street artist at a Black Sabbath mural in Birmingham. Joanna Yee for The New York Times


After the procession, Giroud said, "We all know he didn't want us to be moping today, so we're trying not to, but we're devastated."

Seeing the Osbournes so upset was hard, Giroud added, but she said the Ozzy fandom had their back. "Now we need to all go and get a drink in his memory," she said. "And not just one."
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        A Seaside Refuge in Gaza, Torn Apart by an Israeli Strike
        The Israeli military said it killed at least three Hamas operatives at Al-Baqa Cafe. It also killed a journalist, an artist and two best friends reconciling after a fight.

      

      
        Canada to Recognize Palestinian State at the U.N. General Assembly
        Canada joins France and Britain in taking similar steps, after months of increasing criticism of Israel by Prime Minister Mark Carney.

      

      
        Britain and France Have Pledged to Recognize a Palestinian State. What Would It Mean?
        The announcements reflect deep frustrations with Israel's conduct in Gaza and in the occupied West Bank, experts say.

      

      
        Pro-Palestinian Group Can Appeal U.K. Ban, Judge Rules, Citing Free Speech
        A High Court judge in London said that Palestine Action had the right to challenge the British government's decision to ban it as a terrorist group.

      

      
        Trump Says Gaza Will Get More Aid, but Israel Will Distribute It
        The president has in recent days acknowledged there is "starvation" in Gaza, a break with Israeli officials who have faced deep criticism over the humanitarian crisis there.

      

      
        UNICEF Employees Held Hostage for 3 Weeks in Haiti
        Haitian gangs are increasingly abducting people and holding them for ransom to raise funds for other criminal activity, experts say.

      

      
        Ex-President Alvaro Uribe of Colombia Is Convicted of Bribery
        Mr. Uribe, a towering figure in Colombian politics, was accused of trying to bribe a former paramilitary to retract testimony damaging to him.

      

      
        Powerful Quake Rattles Russia's Far East but Causes Little Damage
        A 8.8-magnitude earthquake shook the remote, sparsely populated Kamchatka region and set off tsunami waves. No serious injuries were reported, officials said.

      

      
        Canada's Measles Outbreak Exceeds Cases in the U.S.
        Some doctors in Alberta have criticized officials for not declaring a health emergency in the western province where measles infections are surging.

      

      
        Thailand and Cambodia Stepped Back From War, but Their Temple Fight Remains
        Intense nationalism and disputed history -- and maps -- stoke the neighbors' hostilities. Even a surge of international diplomacy has brought little hope of a lasting peace.

      

      
        Trump Escalates Fight With Brazil, Taking Aim at Its Economy and Politics
        The White House hit Brazil on Wednesday with a 50 percent tariff and sanctions on a justice overseeing investigations into former President Jair Bolsonaro.

      

      
        Trump Admits Financial Penalties on Russia 'May or May Not' Work
        President Trump's threats have raised questions about how much leverage the United States has left with Moscow.

      

      
        A Surprise Attack Pits Ally Against Ally in East Africa
        Eight people were reported dead after Ugandan soldiers crossed the border into South Sudan and skirmished with troops there.

      

      
        Trump Administration Told Taiwan's President to Avoid New York Stopover
        The Taiwanese leader canceled U.S. transit visits after being urged to change his plans, two officials said. Washington has been in talks with Beijing over trade and a possible summit.

      

      
        Trump Trade Deals Threaten Canada's Vital Auto Industry
        Recent pacts with Britain, Europe and Japan mean that autos exported from those countries and regions face lower U.S. tariffs than Canadian vehicles do.
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A Seaside Refuge in Gaza, Torn Apart by an Israeli Strike

The Israeli military said it killed at least three Hamas operatives at Al-Baqa Cafe. It also killed a journalist, an artist and two best friends reconciling after a fight.

The scene at Al-Baqa Cafe on the day of the strike in June.



By Bilal Shbair, Vivian Yee, Iyad Abuheweila and Ameera Harouda
Photographs by Saher Alghorra
Bilal Shbair and Saher Alghorra reported from the Gaza Strip. The other reporters, working from outside Gaza, interviewed survivors of the attack and relatives of those killed.


Jul 30, 2025 at 10:08 AM

Some came to get Wi-Fi, some to hang out, one woman for "me time," just her and a good book. Al-Baqa Cafe sat facing the beach and the waves, away from the wreckage of Gaza City. There, it seemed almost possible to relax, to forget -- if only for the space of a few cups of coffee.

"Everything about the place brought back memories, of safety, of life before," said Mohammed Abu Shamala, 25, an aid worker who grabbed a table there last month with two friends.

He had just started chatting with another friend when the place exploded. Chairs barreled through the air, he said. Dust blocked the sea from sight. Mr. Abu Shamala and his friend were slammed to the concrete floor, where blood was pooling.

"It felt like the world was pushing down on me from every direction," he said later. "I screamed, not because of the pain, but just to hear my own voice, to make sure I was still alive."

Mohammed Abu Shamala, 25, an aid worker, was at the cafe with two friends when he was wounded in the blast. via Mohammed Abu Shamala


An Israeli warplane had bombed the cafe. The strike, on June 30, killed 32 people, Gaza's health ministry said.

The Israeli military said it killed at least three Hamas operatives there, including a man it identified as the commander of Hamas's naval forces in northern Gaza and two it said belonged to the group's mortar unit. It did not provide evidence tying the men to Hamas.

But the cafe contained many others: a cross-section of residents trying to feel human again for a few hours, which is to say, all kinds of people.

Journalists there for the reliable internet. A young boxer making up with her best friend after an argument. A family having a birthday party for their little girl. Waiters chatting in the shade. They were all hit, new casualties of a war in which Israel has made it easier to order airstrikes on those it says are Hamas militants, even if it risks killing many civilians.

Gaza health officials say the death toll has topped 60,000 Palestinians since Israel began striking the enclave in response to the October 2023 Hamas-led attack on Israel, which Israel says killed more than 1,200 people. The Gaza officials' figures do not distinguish between civilians and combatants.

Gaza health officials are also tracking a growing category: People who have starved to death. They say scores of people have died of malnutrition, including dozens of children, though aid workers say that is probably an undercount. It is not clear how many also had other illnesses.

Mourners at Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City, where victims were brought after the attack.


Al-Baqa Cafe was busy at the time of the strike on June 30, shortly before 3 p.m. It often was, partly for offering steady Wi-Fi, and partly because the Israeli military had not ordered the beach area evacuated recently, giving people the hopeful impression that it was safe.

They were the latest to learn that no place in Gaza truly is.

"Now, instead of making drinks, we spent our time picking up human remains and wiping blood off the wooden walls," said Yaqoub Al-Baqa, 35, the manager. "It's beyond heartbreaking."

The quarter-century-old cafe had been closed for much of the war as Gaza City became a repeat battlefield and residents fled. But as families returned during the two-month cease-fire that had begun in January, the cafe reopened, serving tea, coffee, crepes, ice cream and pastries, and it stayed open after Israel broke the cease-fire in March.

Many of the people there knew each other. They had been coming for years, claiming the same tables as if they, too, were old friends.

Mr. Abu Shamala and his friends usually sat in the section for single men. But given recent drone strikes on other cafes, they felt safer in the so-called family section, where women could sit together or with men they knew.

Walking in felt comfortingly familiar, he said. He waved hi to Ismail Abu Hatab, a well-known photojournalist and filmmaker, and Frans al-Salmi, an artist, before flagging down a waiter to order tea. Then he noticed Bayan Abusultan, a journalist friend he hadn't seen in two months.

Palestinians praying over the bodies of friends and relatives killed at Al-Baqa Cafe, including the journalist Ismail Abu Hatab, at Al-Shifa Hospital in June.


Ms. Abusultan had arrived at Al-Baqa that morning to read a book of Palestinian literary criticism and enjoy what she called a bit of "fake peace," she later wrote on Facebook.

When she saw Mr. Abu Hatab and Ms. al-Salmi, she sat by them instead of in her usual spot, she wrote. They were filming a video for one of Mr. Abu Hatab's international exhibitions, and they had picked that table for the nice light, they told her.

Mr. Abu Hatab was even better dressed that day than usual, she wrote, so she ribbed him gently: "You've got a lot of money, man!"

He denied it, laughing.

In other exhibitions abroad, Mr. Abu Hatab, 33, had shown his photographs of displaced Gazans living among the ruins. He had wanted to become successful enough to be able to move his family out of Gaza, said his brother, Abdul Hakim Abu Hatab, 23.

Instead, his earnings mostly went toward buying sacks of flour to feed his family.

Alaa al-Salmi, 24. the sister of the artist Frans al-Salmi, 36. Bashar Taleb/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Ms. al-Salmi, 36, born Amna but called Frans by everyone, was also saving up money to someday travel and sell her paintings abroad, said her sister, Alaa al-Salmi, 24.

Yet two days earlier, she had donated her whole month's salary from her job at an aid group to children who had lost their parents during the war, her sister said.

"She didn't leave a single shekel for herself," her sister said.

As Ms. Abusultan, the journalist, sat down after chatting with the two, she complimented a girl sitting nearby on her beautifully embroidered blouse. The girl was laughing with her friends, she recalled. Another table opposite her was more somber: Two women in their early 20s sat there quietly, a giant pink teddy bear gift-wrapped with pink ribbon in a chair next to them.

Malak Musleh, left, a boxer with dreams of representing Palestine at international championships, trained with another young woman at a gym in Gaza. via Noor Musleh


Their names were Nidaa al-Mashharawi and Malak Musleh. Ms. al-Mashharawi worked at a charity for orphans. Ms. Musleh was a boxer with dreams of representing Palestine someday at international championships. She had been training since she was 14, ignoring social strictures that said girls shouldn't box, said Noor Musleh, 40, her mother.

The usually inseparable best friends had recently had a spat, said Noor Musleh and Mohammad al-Mashharawi, 25, Ms. al-Mashharawi's brother. Ms. Musleh had called her friend the night before to make up. The teddy bear was her peace offering.

But they started arguing again soon after arriving at Al-Baqa. Ms. al-Mashharawi stormed upstairs, her brother said. Ms. Musleh followed her, and they made peace again.

At another table sat Naseem Abu Sabha, 25, and Ola Abed Rabou, 22, who had gotten engaged at a more hopeful time, during the cease-fire.

Naseem Abu Sabha, 25, took a selfie at Al-Baqa Cafe the day of the airstrike with Ola Abed Rabou, 22, his fiancee. She survived, but he was killed. He is one of three men Israel said were Hamas targets; she denies he was still a member of Hamas. Naseem Abu Sabha


They had picked a spot away from the other tables so they could talk privately, she said. To her surprise, her fiance got her a cookie, a rare and expensive treat in Gaza these days. They dared to talk about what life might look like if they ever managed to leave Gaza. Maybe he could find a job abroad, he said.

A blast, and he lay next to her on the ground, moaning in pain. Then he fell silent.

Yet with blood staining only his back and right leg, "I believed we would walk out of the hospital together," she said. It was only after doctors treated her injured left leg that her parents delivered the news of his death.

The Israeli military identified Mr. Abu Sabha as part of Hamas's mortar unit, but did not provide evidence when asked. His fiancee said he had belonged to Hamas in the past but left the group before the war.

Ms. Abusultan, the journalist, was hurled to the ground alongside Mr. Abu Shamala, the friend she'd been chatting with, her book gone. A wave of shrapnel bloodied her face and body, she wrote.

Looking right, she saw a severed leg.

Then she looked at Ms. al-Salmi and Mr. Abu Hatab's table. The artist and the photographer were dead.

So were the best friends.

Hadi Abu Dan, 21, had worked on and off at Al-Baqa since childhood. He died in the strike. via Samar al-Muslimi

Moataz Abu Dan, 19, Hadi's brother, had also worked at the cafe for years and was killed. via Samar al-Muslimi


Also among those killed were eight workers, said Mr. Al-Baqa, the cafe's manager. They included Hadi and Moataz Abu Dan, 21- and 19-year-old brothers who had worked on and off at Al-Baqa since childhood.

Mr. Al-Baqa said he did not believe the Israeli military's justifications for targeting the cafe. "There's nothing military about this place," he said. "It's a cafe by the beach."

But when they reopened in a few weeks, he said, the staff would be careful to allow in only customers they knew.

Mr. Abu Shamala, the aid worker who had come to unwind with friends, said he did not know if he could ever go back.

"That day changed me," he said. "Al-Baqa was once the calmest, safest corner of our lives. Now it's the darkest, most terrifying place in our memory."

Damage from the strike on the beachside cafe.


Isabel Kershner and Adam Rasgon contributed reporting from Jerusalem.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/world/middleeast/gaza-cafe-strike.html
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Canada to Recognize Palestinian State at the U.N. General Assembly

Canada joins France and Britain in taking similar steps, after months of increasing criticism of Israel by Prime Minister Mark Carney.

Video: Canada Is Set to Recognize Palestinian Statehood at U.N.

Prime Minister Mark Carney said Wednesday that Canada would join Britain in recognizing Palestinian statehood at the U.N. in September if the Palestinian Authority met certain conditions.


By Ian Austen
Reporting from Ottawa


Jul 30, 2025 at 10:30 PM

Canada said on Wednesday that it would recognize Palestine as a state, if the Palestinian Authority commits to making certain changes including holding elections.

Prime Minister Mark Carney said he had received assurances that such changes would be carried out in a call with the Palestinian leader, Mahmoud Abbas, and plans to formally recognize Palestine during the United Nations General Assembly in September.

"The deepening suffering of civilians leaves no room for delaying coordinated international action to support peace, security and the dignity of human life," Mr. Carney said following a cabinet meeting largely focused on Gaza.

In recent days, Mr. Carney and others in his government -- as well as leaders in France and Britain -- have condemned the growing humanitarian crisis and rising starvation in Gaza, which Mr. Carney blamed on Israel's refusal to cede control of aid to international organizations. Gaza health officials say dozens of people, including children, have died of starvation in recent weeks.

The dramatic policy reversal by Canada follows similar ones by France and Britain, increasing the pressure on Israel to end the nearly two-year-old war in the Gaza Strip.

Israel swiftly condemned the announcement.

"It is rewarding terrorists," Iddo Moed, the Israeli ambassador to Canada, told the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. "For us, for Israel, it is only increasing the pressure, and we will not give in to that pressure because this is our security."

Mr. Carney said that the recognition was contingent on commitments by the Palestinian Authority to hold elections next year, the first since 2006; to exclude Hamas from that election and any government; and to demilitarize the Palestinian state.

Mr. Carney's Liberal Party has called for decades for a two-state solution for Israel and Palestine.

But it was always conditional on the two sides negotiating a settlement.

"For decades, it was hoped that this outcome would be achieved as part of a peace process built around a negotiated settlement between the Israeli government and the Palestinian Authority," Mr. Carney said. "Regrettably, this approach is no longer tenable."

At the United Nations on Monday, Anita Anand, Canada's foreign minister, said that her country would give the Palestinian Authority 10 million Canadian dollars, about $7.2 million, to help lay the foundation for an independent state. She also announced another 30 million Canadian dollars in humanitarian assistance.

Mr. Carney said that Canada is working with Jordan and other countries "to convey the necessary support to the population in the coming days."

After France's announcement, Britain said it would recognize Palestinian statehood, but with a caveat: It would hold off if Israel agreed to a cease-fire.

Mr. Carney made his announcement following a call with Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain on Tuesday in which the two leaders discussed "the rapidly deteriorating humanitarian disaster in Gaza, as well as the United Kingdom's statement on the recognition of a Palestinian state," Mr. Carney's office said in a statement.

Before Mr. Carney spoke on Wednesday, Canada's foreign affairs department issued a joint statement from 15 countries, including France, Australia and Ireland, calling on other nations to either recognize the state of Palestine or "express the willingness or the positive consideration" of its statehood before the meeting of the United Nations General Assembly in September.

Since he became prime minister in the spring, Mr. Carney, the leader of the Liberal Party, has ratcheted up Canada's criticisms of Israel's actions in Gaza and repeatedly condemned the humanitarian crisis there.

The Canadian decision to recognize Palestine as a state is likely to strain relations with the United States and President Trump. Mr. Carney's government is currently in trade talks with the Trump administration that, should they fail, could lead to increased tariffs as soon as Friday.

Soon after midnight on Thursday, Mr. Trump posted on social media that Canada's decision would "make it very hard for us to make a Trade Deal with them."

The move is also likely to be divisive domestically. During the recent Canadian election, the Conservative Party, campaigned on a platform that strongly endorsed the policies and actions of Israel in Gaza under Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. It also promised to deport foreign citizens who participated in pro-Palestine demonstrations.

Mr. Carney's own party is divided between members who strongly support Israel and those who were pressing for recognition of a Palestinian state.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/world/canada/canada-palestinian-state-recognition.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Britain and France Have Pledged to Recognize a Palestinian State. What Would It Mean?

The announcements reflect deep frustrations with Israel's conduct in Gaza and in the occupied West Bank, experts say.

The aftermath of a strike by Israel on a building in Gaza City in June. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times



By Ephrat Livni



Jul 30, 2025 at 12:11 AM

Britain on Tuesday said it would recognize a Palestinian state if Israel did not reach a cease-fire agreement on the war in Gaza by September. Prime Minister Keir Starmer's move followed France's announcement last week that it would officially acknowledge Palestine statehood. 

Both announcements reflect the deep frustrations by both nations with Israel's conduct of the war in Gaza, analysts say, which has killed tens of thousands of Palestinians and left a population of about two million in a state of extreme privation and hunger.

They also came in response to Israel's actions in the occupied West Bank: Its military activity there has displaced Palestinians en masse this year, settlement plans have expanded, and violence by settlers against Palestinians has risen since the Hamas-led Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel ignited the war. That assault killed about 1,200 people and led to the abduction of about 250 others to Gaza.

The announcements raise questions about what the recognition of a Palestinian state would mean and what it can actually do.


What is a state?

The criteria for statehood were laid out in an international treaty in 1933.

They include four elements: a permanent population, defined territorial boundaries, a government and an ability to conduct international affairs.

Recognition is an official acknowledgment that a would-be state broadly meets those conditions. It can occur even if an element is in dispute, including territorial boundaries.

Like all legal questions, "interpretation matters," said Zinaida Miller, a professor of law and international affairs at Northeastern University.

The criteria for recognizing a Palestinian state have been met at a basic level, many experts on international law say.

A permanent population and land exist. The borders, while disputed, are broadly understood to be in Israeli-occupied territories, including the West Bank and Gaza, which was seized in 1967 in a war with a coalition of Arab states; as well as East Jerusalem, which Israel has effectively annexed.

Displaced Palestinians on the shores of the Mediterranean in Gaza in July. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


The Palestinian Authority is a government body that administers part of the West Bank and represents Palestinians. Its creation was authorized by the Palestine Liberation Organization, which represents Palestinians internationally.

While there are limits to what the Palestinian Authority can do, given the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Hamas's control of Gaza, foreign recognition of a Palestinian state would mean the establishment of direct diplomatic contact between the Authority and the recognizing nation.

Recognition would also send diplomatic and political messages. It would acknowledge the Palestinian right to self-determination and reject the positions and actions of the Israeli government that undermine that right, Ms. Miller said.

'A basis for added pressure.'

A major consequence of recognizing Palestinian statehood is that it provides a basis for "a complete revision of bilateral relations with Israel," said Ardi Imseis, an associate professor at Queen's University Faculty of Law in Ontario and a former United Nations official.

A country that recognizes Palestine has to review agreements with Israel to make sure they do not violate its obligations to the Palestinian state. This would include political and territorial integrity, as well as economic, cultural, social and civil relations, he said.

For example, if an aspect of trade aids or assists Israel in violation of the rights of a Palestinian state, then the recognizing nation would have to cease that exchange.

"Practically speaking, recognition would provide a basis for added pressure to be brought to bear by civil society and lawmakers in the recognizing state" to change policies and align them with other requirements, Mr. Imseis said.

A recognizing nation would not have to stop all trade with Israel, said Paul Reichler, a lawyer who represents sovereign states and has argued for the state of Palestine at the International Court of Justice.

But if, for example, a country that recognizes a state of Palestine imports agricultural products from farms belonging to settlers in occupied territories, those agreements would be aiding and abetting the commission of a wrongful act, he said.

International law experts note that an advisory ruling from the International Court of Justice last year concluded, among other things, that the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories violated a prohibition on territorial conquest.

A U.N. majority for recognition already exists.

Most countries in the United Nations -- 147 out of 193 -- already recognize a Palestinian state.

Britain and France would be joining them, and their position has extra heft because they are permanent members of the U.N. Security Council, with the power to veto any substantive Council resolution, including on the admission of new member states.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain, left, with President Emmanuel Macron of France in London in July. Both their countries said they would recognize a Palestinian state. Leon Neal/Getty Images


The two countries would be bolstering the stance taken by most other nations and sending a political message, but their shift would also have a practical effect. They would join China and Russia in recognizing a Palestinian state and leave the United States as the sole permanent member of the Security Council with veto power that is holding out.

The state of Palestine currently has observer status at the U.N., and that will not change if the United States maintains its opposition to full membership.

What is the goal of recognition?

It is part of a political, diplomatic and legal push to reach a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict despite resistance from Israel's current government.

"There are two peoples living between the river and the sea, not one, and they are entitled to separate states in which each of these peoples enjoys the full panoply of civil and human rights," Mr. Reichler said.

"The only solution is two states, and it so happens that is what international law requires and is reflected in U.N. resolutions and in determinations of the I.C.J.," he said.

Although the declarations of Palestinian statehood may appear symbolic, "small steps" like recognition "make a contribution" to the goal of establishing two states, he said.

In a statement on Tuesday, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Britain's announcement "rewards Hamas's monstrous terrorism & punishes its victims."  Eric Lee for The New York Times


Some nations. like Norway, once held off recognizing a Palestinian state in the belief that recognition would someday emerge from a negotiated peace process. With such a process seemingly currently out of reach and outrage over Israeli policies growing, some countries have put recognition first in the hope that it would lead to a peace process.

Israel's prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, has said that the establishment of a Palestinian state would endanger Israel's security, and he has rejected the notion, particularly since the war in Gaza began. His governing coalition includes far-right ministers who are settlers and staunchly opposed to a Palestinian state, and he risks their abandoning the bloc if he indicates a willingness to consider it.

In a statement on Tuesday, Mr. Netanyahu said Britain's announcement "rewards Hamas's monstrous terrorism & punishes its victims."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/29/world/middleeast/palestinian-statehood-israel.html
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Pro-Palestinian Group Can Appeal U.K. Ban, Judge Rules, Citing Free Speech

A High Court judge in London said that Palestine Action had the right to challenge the British government's decision to ban it as a terrorist group.

Supporters of the group Palestine Action protesting outside the High Court in London this month. Dan Kitwood/Getty Images



By Lizzie Dearden
Reporting from the High Court in London


Jul 30, 2025 at 02:18 PM

A pro-Palestinian protest group won permission from a judge on Wednesday to challenge the British government's decision to ban it as a terrorist organization.

The government of Prime Minister Keir Starmer banned Palestine Action on July 5, saying that the group's campaign of vandalism, including of military planes at a Royal Air Force base, had put Britain's national security at risk.

As a result of the designation, the group was added to a list of terrorist organizations that includes ISIS and Al Qaeda, prompting criticism from the United Nations and a broad range of human rights groups that argued the decision was disproportionate and a threat to free speech.

A judge at the High Court in London ruled Wednesday that the group could challenge the ban, citing its impact on freedom of speech over the conflict in Gaza, which he called an "issue of considerable importance" to Britain as a whole.

The judgment comes against the backdrop of a fierce public debate in Britain about Israel's conduct of the war in Gaza, where starvation is spreading after months of restrictions on aid. On Tuesday, Mr. Starmer announced that Britain would recognize a Palestinian state if Israel did not agree to a cease-fire with Hamas by September.

Since Palestine Action was banned, more than 200 people have been arrested in Britain on suspicion of expressing support of the group, including for holding signs reading "I oppose genocide, I support Palestine Action" and wearing T-shirts with the slogan "Genocide in Palestine. Time to take action."

Justice Martin Chamberlain said there were "numerous examples" in which the police responded to protesters whose intention may have been "simply to call for action of one kind or another in relation to the situation in Palestine." That, he said, demonstrated that the ban was "likely to have a significant deterrent effect on legitimate speech."

Documents filed at a previous High Court hearing showed that the British home secretary, Yvette Cooper, decided to ban the group on June 20, hours after activists broke into the country's largest Royal Air Force base and sprayed two planes with red paint.

In a statement to Parliament on June 23, Ms. Cooper said that Palestine Action's conduct met the legal definition of terrorism because it "committed acts of serious damage to property with the aim of progressing its political cause and influencing the government."

It was the first time the British government used part of its legal definition of terrorism that covers "serious damage to property" to ban a group rather than prohibiting it because of the use or threat of violence.

Lawyers representing a founder of Palestine Action, Huda Ammori, argued that the decision was unlawful on eight grounds and that the consequences of the ban had been "severe and wide-ranging," causing repression of wider protests over "the humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza" that they said had no link to the group.

At a hearing at the High Court on July 21, her lawyers applied to challenge the ban on the grounds that it had an "improper purpose" by restricting a "civil society" rather than a terrorist group; that it breached laws protecting free speech and protest; that it was based on an "error of law"; that it was legally "irrational"; and that it violated the British government's own policies.

Justice Chamberlain ruled on Wednesday that the lawyers were allowed to argue two of their eight challenges: the accusation that the terrorist designation was "unlawful interference" with freedom of speech and the right to protest; and Palestine Action's claim that the British government had an obligation to consult it before deciding to list it as a terrorist group.

Lawyers representing the government had argued that a full legal challenge should not be allowed to go ahead and that the terrorist designation was lawful. They said any complaint should be instead made to an internal government commission.

But Justice Chamberlain said that process was "not suitable," partly because a large number of people had already been arrested as a result of the ban and partly because a decision on whether it was legal should not have to wait.

However, he refused a separate request by Palestine Action's lawyers to suspend the law until the legality of the ban was decided, ruling that the full case could not be heard until November at the earliest.

The ban led to the immediate application of a broad range of terrorism laws restricting the group. To be a member of Palestine Action, or to raise funds or express support for it, became criminal offenses, as did arranging meetings for it, displaying its logo or failing to disclose information to the police about any banned activities.

Palestine Action has mainly targeted facilities in Britain linked to military companies, including Elbit Systems, an Israeli weapon manufacturer.

In March, after the group vandalized the Trump Turnberry golf resort in Scotland, President Trump referred to its members as "terrorists" and called for them to be "treated harshly." The activists had defaced the resort's clubhouse with red paint and painted "Gaza is not 4 sale" on part of the golf course.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/world/europe/palestine-action-uk-ban-terrorist-court.html
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Trump Says Gaza Will Get More Aid, but Israel Will Distribute It

The president has in recent days acknowledged there is "starvation" in Gaza, a break with Israeli officials who have faced deep criticism over the humanitarian crisis there.

Palestinians gathering to receive food from a charity in Gaza City on Monday. Khamis Al-Rifi/Reuters



By Zolan Kanno-Youngs



Jul 29, 2025 at 10:09 PM

President Trump said on Tuesday that more food was urgently needed in Gaza, but added that he trusted Israeli officials to handle the distribution of aid despite the intense criticism they have faced over the humanitarian crisis unfolding there.

Mr. Trump, speaking to reporters on Air Force One on his way back to the United States after a four-day trip to Scotland, said he expected additional food distribution centers to be set up in Gaza "very soon, very soon," but it was unclear what, if any, role the United States would play. While Mr. Trump recently broke with Israeli leaders by acknowledging a starvation crisis in Gaza, he said he still believed they should be in charge.

"We're going to be dealing with Israel, and we think they can do a good job of it," Mr. Trump said. "They want to preside over the food centers to make sure the distribution is proper."

For months, Mr. Trump largely deflected questions about hunger in Gaza, but he changed course on Monday.

Before a meeting with Britain's prime minister in Scotland, Mr. Trump said he did not "particularly" agree with a recent assertion by Israel's prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, that there was no starvation in Gaza. And although he repeated familiar complaints about not getting enough thanks for the aid the U.S. has supplied and echoed Israel's dubious claim that Hamas routinely steals it, he said there was "real starvation" in Gaza and talked about the dire conditions facing children there.

The next day, Mr. Trump again raised the plight of children in Gaza, where a United Nations-backed food security group said on Tuesday that "the worst-case scenario of famine" was playing out because of severe aid restrictions imposed by Israel.

"Those are kids that are starving," he said. "They are starving, and you see the mothers, they love them so much, and there's just nothing they seem to be able to do. They got to get them food. And we're going to get them food."

Mr. Trump said he'd spoken with the first lady, Melania Trump, about the crisis. "She thinks it's terrible," he said. "She sees the same pictures that you see. And that we all see." 

Last week, the United States approved $30 million in funding for the aid distribution system in Gaza, which has seen deadly violence erupt near its distribution sites. The distribution system is backed by Israel and run mostly by American contractors. According to the United Nations, Israeli soldiers have shot and killed hundreds of hungry Palestinians who have crowded the routes to aid sites, which can only be reached by walking through military lines. The Israeli military has described the gunfire as "warning shots" when people got too close to soldiers, but international doctors treating the wounded said Palestinians have been systematically targeted.

On Tuesday, Mr. Trump said he spoke to Mr. Netanyahu over the weekend and was confident that Israel could preside over food distribution.

"We sent money and I want to make sure the money is spent wisely and spent judiciously and that food is distributed in a proper manner, and he wants to do that," Mr. Trump said.
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UNICEF Employees Held Hostage for 3 Weeks in Haiti

Haitian gangs are increasingly abducting people and holding them for ransom to raise funds for other criminal activity, experts say.

People waiting at a mobile health clinic organized by UNICEF and Medecins du Monde last year in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Ralph Tedy Erol/Reuters



By Frances Robles
Reporting from New York


Jul 29, 2025 at 06:47 PM

Five employees of UNICEF, the United Nation's children's organization, were released Monday night after being held by a gang for three weeks in Haiti, where criminal groups are turning to kidnappings to finance their criminal enterprises.

Six people were kidnapped on July 7 during an authorized UNICEF mission in an area controlled by armed groups in Port-au-Prince, the capital, and one was released the following day, UNICEF said in a statement.

The agency did not say whether any ransom was paid.

Haitian gangs are abducting people for ransom to buy weapons and ammunition as they tighten their violent grip on the capital and surrounding areas. Experts say that gangs are leaning more heavily on their own revenue sources, like extortion, imposing road tolls and kidnappings, allowing them to rely less on elite business leaders, who have traditionally supported them.

Nearly 350 people were kidnapped in the first six months of this year, according to U.N. figures. The U.N. said 1,494 people were kidnapped in 2024, a year that saw a major surge in gang violence.

While there may have been more kidnappings last year, the trend has been on an upward climb over the past few years.

Nearly 300 kidnappings were reported in the first six months of 2023, a figure that matched the total number of documented cases the previous year and was nearly three times the number reported in 2021, according to UNICEF.

Many of the kidnapping victims were women and children, the U.N. said. 

Even those numbers may be an undercount. Many kidnappings go unreported, because of fear, a lack of trust in the authorities and systemic corruption, said Austin Holmes, a Haiti-based humanitarian and security expert who has helped negotiate the release of hostages in Haiti.

"Fewer than 10 percent of kidnappings are ever officially recorded," Mr. Holmes said. "The true scale is staggering -- likely ten times higher than what's reported and documented."

The number of kidnappings has risen steadily since 2018, particularly as gangs increased their control over the Haitian capital and surrounding region, he said.

"We expect kidnapping to remain prolific while gangs control the country, and operate with impunity," he said. "It's one of their three primary means of revenue to sustain their power and control."

Ransoms vary wildly and are typically much higher for foreigners, experts said.

Jeff Frazier, an American who runs a nonprofit organization in Haiti and was kidnapped in 2023, said kidnapping is becoming more common among gangs that do not have other steady streams of revenue, such as tolls or drug trafficking.

"If you don't control a road, then you don't have income, and so you have got to come up with money some other way," Mr. Frazier said.

Like the UNICEF employees, Mr. Frazier was held by Renel Destina, known as "Ti Lapli," a gang leader who controls the Grande Ravine area of Port-au-Prince, the police said. He was held with about a dozen others for 43 days.

Most victims must pay ransom multiple times until they have convinced their captors that no more money is available, Mr. Frazier said. The hostages' families are often sent photographs, audio or video of hostages being tortured as a means of drumming up more, he said.

"Some people pay three, four ransoms," Mr. Frazier said.

The gangs generally do not kill their captives, because then they would not get paid for them.

Mr. Frazier said he was surprised that the UNICEF employees were released after just three weeks and wondered whether a threat of retaliation from American private military contractors, who are increasingly operating in Haiti, was used as a pressure tactic in negotiations.

In March, U.S. federal prosecutors in Washington charged Johnson Andre, known as "Izo," the leader of the 5 Segond gang, in the March 2023 armed hostage taking of a U.S. citizen who was held for ransom.

He has not been apprehended.

In May, Germine Joly, who the F.B.I. said led the 400 Mawozo gang in Haiti, was convicted in Miami of organizing the kidnapping of 16 U.S. citizens in 2021 and holding them hostage for more than two months.

He is serving a 35-year sentence for a different U.S. federal gun trafficking case but has not yet been sentenced for the kidnapping.

The UNICEF employees are receiving medical attention and psychological support and have been reunited with their families, UNICEF said.

"Humanitarian workers are not and should not be a target," UNICEF said. "They provide lifesaving support to the most vulnerable, including children and families caught in crises. We call on all actors to respect and protect humanitarian personnel, in line with international humanitarian law."

Andre Paultre contributed reporting from Port-au-Prince.
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Ex-President Alvaro Uribe of Colombia Is Convicted of Bribery

Mr. Uribe, a towering figure in Colombian politics, was accused of trying to bribe a former paramilitary to retract testimony damaging to him.

The former Colombian president Alvaro Uribe. Federico Rios for The New York Times



By Genevieve Glatsky and Julie Turkewitz
Reporting from Bogota, Colombia


Jul 29, 2025 at 01:17 AM

Alvaro Uribe, Colombia's conservative former president who shaped the country's politics more than anyone over the past 25 years, was found guilty on Monday of bribery in criminal proceedings and procedural fraud. It was the first major criminal conviction of a former Colombian leader.

Mr. Uribe was accused of working with a lawyer in an unsuccessful effort to bribe a former paramilitary to retract testimony that damaged him. The paramilitary had said that Mr. Uribe, 73, founded and financed a paramilitary group in the 1990s, during the country's long and bloody internal conflict.

The ruling, by Judge Sandra Heredia of a lower circuit court in Bogota, is likely to further divide the nation, which has long debated the legacy of Mr. Uribe's role in the conflict. As president from 2002 to 2010 he pursued an aggressive military campaign against the country's leftist rebel groups, significantly weakening the largest group and bringing a measure of security the nation had not seen in years.

But critics say his government's tactics led to human rights violations against civilians and accused him of supporting right-wing paramilitary groups, for which they argue he should be held accountable.

The case has stretched on for 13 tumultuous years. Mr. Uribe has stated that he will appeal a decision that goes against him, a process that could take years and is likely to end at the Supreme Court.

This month, he called the case against him an "unjust judicial process." He had argued that some judges were biased against him and illegally tapped his phone as a part of the investigation, but Judge Heredia found that the wiretapping was legal.

Some legal experts and critics of Mr. Uribe have said that the process is evidence that the Colombian legal system is working to hold powerful people accountable after years in which political figures have escaped justice. Among them is Francisco Bernate, a criminal law expert at Rosario University in Bogota, who said the trial showed the strength of Colombia's legal system.

"It is an independent justice system, a justice system that does not act based on political calculations," Mr. Bernate said. "Former President Uribe is a political figure, perhaps the most important one of this century in Colombia, and of course he makes his political interpretations, but the reality is that this is a strictly legal case."

But Mr. Uribe's supporters, including some Republicans in the United States, have said the system is being weaponized against the conservative former leader.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio also criticized the trial on X.

"Former Colombian President Uribe's only crime has been to tirelessly fight and defend his homeland," he wrote. "The weaponization of Colombia's judicial branch by radical judges has now set a worrisome precedent."

The Trump administration recently imposed a 50 percent tariff on all imports from Brazil, partly in retaliation for what the American president has called a "witch hunt" against another conservative former leader, Brazil's ex-president Jair Bolsonaro, who is facing trial for attempting a coup.

While Mr. Uribe has allies in Washington, he does not have the same close relationship with Mr. Trump as does Mr. Bolsonaro.
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Powerful Quake Rattles Russia's Far East but Causes Little Damage

A 8.8-magnitude earthquake shook the remote, sparsely populated Kamchatka region and set off tsunami waves. No serious injuries were reported, officials said.

In this handout photo, tsunami waves flood an area after an earthquake struck off Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula on Wednesday. Geophysical Survey of the Russian Academy of Sciences, via Reuters



By Ivan Nechepurenko and Nataliya Vasilyeva
Ivan Nechepurenko reported from St. Petersburg, Russia.


Jul 30, 2025 at 04:31 PM

It was the worst earthquake to hit Russia's Far East in decades, unleashing huge waves in the Pacific Ocean and setting off tsunami warnings across the world.

The quake had a magnitude of 8.8 and powerful aftershocks that rattled local residents. But the damage reported across the sparsely populated Kamchatka Peninsula and in the Kuril Islands nearby was relatively minor.

Some of the tsunami waves that the earthquake generated were as high as 19 feet, the RIA Novosti news agency said, citing Russia's state Institute of Oceanology.

A local port was flooded and ceiling panels fell at a terminal building of a regional airport, injuring one woman, the regional emergency authority said.

The local health ministry told Interfax, a Russian news agency, that some people were injured but that there were "no serious traumas."

Medical workers at a cancer center in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, the regional capital, were operating when the earthquake hit, Oleg S. Melnikov, a local health care official, said. They scrambled to keep their patient safe as the operating theater's walls shook, he said.

Videos posted online by residents and regional authorities showed buildings shaking. The extent of the damage remained unclear, though, and the local governor said a solid assessment would take a week.

The region's Soviet-era houses typically have only a few stories, and many houses are fortified with metal rods designed to withstand the tremors common in the region, which most likely contributed to the lack of major damage.

The vast Kamchatka Peninsula is one of the most remote regions in Russia and is a sought-after tourist destination thanks to its lush nature, plentiful fish and active volcanoes. Surfing is popular along its long coast.

Its landmass is home to just under 300,000 people, mostly concentrated in three towns in the south, including Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. Moving around Kamchatka is difficult: The peninsula has just a few hundred miles of paved roads, mostly around towns, and there are no roads to cross the swampland separating it from the mainland.

Tourists on paddle boards near Kamchatka in 2019. The region is one of the most remote regions in Russia and a popular tourist destination. Sergey Ponomarev for The New York Times


The earthquake struck under the sea at 11:24 a.m. local time on Tuesday, about 80 miles from Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, according to the United States Geological Survey. Local officials soon posted tsunami warnings for Kamchatka and nearby areas like Severo-Kurilsk, on the island of Paramushir.

Videos posted by the Kamchatka branch of the Russian geophysics service showed seawater flooding coastal buildings near Severo-Kurilsk.

Aleksandr Ovsyannikov, the head of Severo-Kurilsk municipality, said that four tsunami waves had hit the town, with some reaching 650 feet inland. He also told Interfax that the waves had flooded the port and pushed some ships into the open sea.

The agency that tracks earthquakes and tsunamis in the region said that the quake was the biggest in the area since 1952 and that "a strong aftershock process" was underway. "Without a doubt, this is an extraordinary event," it said.

In Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, a kindergarten was among the structures damaged by the quake. Sergei Lebedev, Kamchatka's minister for emergency situations, said no one was injured, as the kindergarten was empty when the earthquake hit.

Around 60 surfers were evacuated from a beach, emergency authorities said.

Kamchatka authorities advised businesses to close from 1 p.m. local time, an hour and a half after the earthquake. They also closed volcanic parks and trekking routes in the peninsula's southern tip for the next five days, citing ongoing seismic activity. Kamchatka has more than 100 active volcanoes that are part of the Pacific "Ring of Fire."

Several local tour guides on Wednesday morning posted videos from campsites or bungalows shaken by the earthquake.

A handout photo from the Russian Emergencies Ministry shows evacuees in Kamchatka after the earthquake on Wednesday. Russian Emergencies Ministry, via Reuters


A guide in the Kuril Islands, Yelena Kotenko, posted a video of screaming tourists running from a two-story building as bricks rained down.

"We were sitting having breakfast when the ground started shaking," Ms. Kotenko said. "It happens all the time, but then there was this big jolt and we ran out."

"An earthquake is nothing special to me, but this was the first time in 37 years of my life that I felt as if I was about to get knocked off my feet."

She and her husband went to higher ground and stayed there for a few hours before going back to the town. The power supply, which was disrupted for a few hours, was later restored, and shops opened again.

The earthquake caught Aleksei Leshchev, a 33-year-old owner of a surfing camp, in his fourth-floor apartment in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky as he was cooking breakfast. He went outside to a parking lot with his girlfriend to ride out the aftershocks.

"It felt as if the building and the entire city would collapse," he said. "I haven't felt like this before."

About 12 hours after the earthquake hit, Mr. Leshchev and his girlfriend returned to the beach for the night. He said he felt safer there than in his fourth-floor apartment.

"If there's another powerful earthquake, we'll have about 30 to 40 minutes," he said, thinking about the tsunami that could follow. "But if our apartment building collapses, there will be nothing we can do."

Alina Lobzina contributed reporting from London, Jiawei Wang from Seoul and Milana Mazaeva from Tbilisi, Georgia.
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Canada's Measles Outbreak Exceeds Cases in the U.S.

Some doctors in Alberta have criticized officials for not declaring a health emergency in the western province where measles infections are surging.

The skyline of Calgary in Alberta, where measles cases are rising. Dave Chidley/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Vjosa Isai
Reporting from Toronto


Jul 30, 2025 at 06:21 PM

Measles cases in Canada have far surpassed those in the United States as health officials in Alberta, a western province that has become a hot spot for the outbreak, have urged the provincial leader to declare a public health emergency to stave off infections.

Canada's public health agency has recorded about 4,200 measles cases this year, more than three times as many as the 1,300 cases recorded in the United States, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

The C.D.C. has also ranked Canada among the top 10 countries with the highest number of measles cases. It is the only Western nation on the list.

Alberta, which has low measles vaccine rates, has recorded about 1,600 cases. The largely conservative province has a deep and vocal level of skepticism about the public health system and vaccines, with many people mirroring some of the arguments made in the United States by the health secretary, Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

Measles is an airborne virus and one of the world's most infectious diseases, causing flulike symptoms and a rash. Severe cases can lead to hearing loss, pneumonia or swelling in the brain. Three people have died in the United States, while in Canada there has been one death, a premature baby who had contracted the virus in the womb.

The spread of measles has slowed in Ontario, the province with the largest number of cases. But health professionals say the opposite is true in Alberta, and many are criticizing the provincial government's public health response.

"Our performance is so bad that we have more cases in a population of five million than the United States has in a population of 340 million," said Dr. James Talbot, a former chief medical officer of health in Alberta.

Vaccination rates among children have fallen globally since the Covid-19 pandemic, according to a study published this month in The Lancet, a medical journal.

Canada has been part of the trend. In 2021, 79 percent of children in Canada were vaccinated against measles by their seventh birthday, down from about 86 percent in 2013, according to federal data.

The virus spread has slowed in Ontario, the province with the largest number of cases. Geoff Robins/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


But vaccine skepticism in Alberta has become more entrenched in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic, when Canada enforced mandatory vaccination requirements for travel. Alberta became an epicenter of pushback against the mandates and many of the leaders of protests that paralyzed Ottawa, the country's capital, for weeks came from the province.

Unlike Ontario and other provinces, Alberta does not have mandatory immunization requirements for school enrollment.  The provincial health minister, Adriana LaGrange, has long made clear that vaccinating children is a decision to be made by their parents. 

Canada's measles outbreak began in October, in the Atlantic province of New Brunswick and originated with an international visitor at a Mennonite gathering, according to health officials. That outbreak led to more cases in Ontario, with measles disproportionately affecting Amish, Mennonite and other Anabaptist communities, according to Dr. Kieran Moore, the province's top doctor.

Health officials in Alberta have directly linked some outbreaks to Mennonite communities.

The Mennonite faith does not have any doctrine prohibiting vaccinations. But many adherents avoid interacting with the medical system and follow a long tradition of natural remedies.

Provincial figures show that about 71 percent of children in Alberta are fully vaccinated by the age of 7. Some of the hardest hit parts of Alberta have immunization rates of under 50 percent, well below the 95 percent threshold for herd immunity, said Dr. Craig Jenne, a professor at the University of Calgary who studies infectious diseases.

Several public health experts have criticized the province for its response and are calling on it to declare a public health emergency.

"Such a declaration is not warranted based on the current data," Maddison McKee, a spokeswoman from Alberta's Ministry of Primary and Preventative Health Services, said in an email.

The province has expanded vaccination clinics, run a "Don't Get Measles, Get Immunized" radio campaign and targeted outreach efforts to specific communities, Ms. McKee said, noting that hospitalization rates have not risen in any significant way.

Between March and July, the province administered 55 percent more measles vaccines, or 87,000, than the year before, she added.

But some experts say the official cases logged are likely an undercount of infections as they only track people who went to a medical facility for treatment or a diagnosis.

"There's no indication it is slowing or turning around," Dr. Jenne said. "Clearly, whatever is being done now is not sufficient to bring this back under control."

While health care in Canada is largely the purview of provinces, the federal government has focused on fighting misinformation around measures like vaccinations, said Dr. Howard Njoo, Canada's interim chief public health officer.

"We've learned a lot in terms of how to address, I would say, a trust issue," Dr. Njoo said.

Alberta Health Services, the health agency, has placed restrictions on visitors in health care settings used by vulnerable patients, including some cancer wards.

To assist with tracing transmissions, local health officials have issued notices in places like Walmarts, health centers and grocery stores, where people had gone who were later confirmed to have been infected with measles.

But those public alerts have noticeably slowed as health officials have become overwhelmed, said Dr. Lynora Saxinger, an infectious diseases specialist, at a news conference this month organized by the Alberta Medical Association, a nonprofit advocacy group.

"The volume is simply too high for them to be able to catch up," said Dr. Saxinger, adding that an overload of cases will likely also start putting pressure on hospitals. "We're probably seeing, to some extent, the tip of the iceberg."
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News Analysis


Thailand and Cambodia Stepped Back From War, but Their Temple Fight Remains

Intense nationalism and disputed history -- and maps -- stoke the neighbors' hostilities. Even a surge of international diplomacy has brought little hope of a lasting peace.

Cambodians at a temporary shelter, the day after the leaders of Cambodia and Thailand agreed to a truce in a border conflict. Tyrone Siu/Reuters



By Sui-Lee Wee
Reporting from Surin Province in Thailand, near the disputed border


Jul 30, 2025 at 05:51 AM

It took days of cajoling and pressure from the United States, China and Malaysia -- and a threat from President Trump -- to get Thailand and Cambodia to come together to work out their two nations' deadliest border conflict in decades.

That was the easy part.

On Tuesday, the Thai and Cambodian militaries agreed to implement a cease-fire. Both sides said that they would not deploy more troops to their contested border, bringing a tenuous peace after rocket launches, airstrikes and shelling that killed dozens and forced more than 300,000 people to flee their homes.

But questions remain about how long the lull can last. A key issue that brought the two neighbors to arms is their most intractable dispute: who can lay claim to the centuries-old Hindu temples along the border, dating back to the ancient Khmer Empire.

In Cambodia's Oddar Meanchey Province, soldiers loaded supplies onto trucks.  Tyrone Siu/Reuters


Trust has seldom been in evidence between the two neighbors, and it has in no way been repaired after this latest violence. A personal feud between their de facto leaders has only added to the tensions.

On Wednesday and late on Tuesday, the Thai Army continued to accuse the Cambodian forces of starting gunfights. Cambodia rejected the accusations as false, saying that they "dangerously threaten the fragile trust and dialogue essential for lasting peace."

"The problem in that area is that almost anything could provoke hostilities," said Charles A. Ray, who was the U.S. ambassador to Cambodia from 2003 to 2005. "No one has really gotten the two sides in a room, have them sit down and really discuss: 'What do both sides gain by fighting over a temple on a mountain?'"

Officials will next meet on Monday, to work out how to maintain a cease-fire, including by having Malaysian observers monitor it. That step is seen as crucial: A plan to introduce Indonesian observers after the last major deadly border clash in 2011 never panned out.


The mood remained resigned and uncertain in evacuation centers in Thailand and Cambodia on Tuesday. In Thailand, the authorities have told more than 180,000 evacuees to stay put just in case.

In Surin, Pa Srakaeo, 58, a rice farmer, said that she was not hopeful about returning home soon. "It's probably 50-50."

For there to be an enduring peace, both countries need to resolve the dispute over how their 500-mile-long border should be demarcated.

Thai families who fled the fighting between Thai and Cambodian forces were taking shelter at an evacuation center in Surin Province in Thailand on Tuesday. Sakchai Lalit/Associated Press


One major sticking point is Thailand's insistence that all discussions must be done bilaterally. It has refused to recognize the 1962 ruling by the International Court of Justice that the Preah Vihear temple falls within the sovereignty of Cambodia. It argues that both countries should stick to a 2000 memorandum of understanding that states that both sides agreed to jointly survey and define the areas together.

But they have been talking for years with little progress. Notably, they can't even agree on what maps they should use.

Cambodia uses a 1:200,000-scale map, which is equivalent to giving someone a small and simple drawing of an area that gives a general layout but is not very precise. This map was drawn by French surveyors when Cambodia was a French colony and was used by the I.C.J. in its 1962 ruling.

Thailand uses a 1:50,000-scale map -- like the U.S. military -- that is much like a bigger and highly detailed blueprint of an area in which every house and tree can be seen. Thailand says this map reflects the actual terrain.

This issue is such an inflammatory one that the Thai government spokesman, Jirayu Houngsub, took pains to reject Thai media reports that Thailand would agree to use Cambodia's 1:200,000-scale map in the cease-fire talks.

"No government or individual would ever sell out their own country," Mr. Jirayu said.

Mr. Ray, the former U.S. ambassador, said he had once suggested to someone in Cambodia that both sides should come up with a joint commission that monitors the comings and goings in these areas, like the Demilitarized Zone, the strip of land that divides the Korean Peninsula.

"It didn't exactly go over big," he said. "You have a hard time getting through to them. It's almost an irrationally emotional issue."

Cambodia argues that temples like Preah Vihear, known as Phra Viharn in Thailand, and Prasat Ta Moan Thom, known as Prasat Ta Muen Thom in Thailand, are deeply significant to Cambodian identity as the descendants of the Khmer kings who built them.

The Preah Vihear temple, known as Phra Viharn in Thailand, is one of several centuries-old temples along the border, dating back to the ancient Khmer Empire. Heng Sinith/Associated Press


Thailand sees the Phra Viharn /Preah Vihear temple complex as theirs because it is more easily accessible from the Thai side of the border. More broadly, the temples have been seized on by the country's ultranationalists as "lost territories," ceded by Siam to French Indochina during the French colonial era. The border dispute has also been a convenient way for Thai political factions to target each other under the guise of nationalism.

"The problem is, once the conflict started, then nationalism became much more extreme," said Ou Virak, president of Future Forum, a think tank in Phnom Penh dedicated to public policy issues. "And then people made out that these zones were worth dying for."
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Trump Escalates Fight With Brazil, Taking Aim at Its Economy and Politics

The White House hit Brazil on Wednesday with a 50 percent tariff and sanctions on a justice overseeing investigations into former President Jair Bolsonaro.

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil has accused President Trump of infringing on his country's sovereignty. Victor Moriyama for The New York Times



By Ana Ionova and Jack Nicas
Ana Ionova reported from Brasilia, and Jack Nicas from Rio de Janeiro.


Jul 30, 2025 at 06:05 PM

The United States on Wednesday made good on its threats to apply 50 percent tariffs on Brazil two days ahead of schedule and slapped sanctions on the Supreme Court justice overseeing the criminal case against former President Jair Bolsonaro.

The dual measures showed that, just as Brazilian officials sought dialogue, the White House sharply escalated the growing diplomatic crisis between the Western Hemisphere's two most populous nations.

The tariffs against Brazil are the highest of any levy President Trump has imposed this year, though they exclude many of Brazil's key exports to the United States, like commercial aircrafts, energy products and orange juice. 

The actions against Alexandre de Moraes, a Brazilian Supreme Court justice, are a highly unusual use of some of the gravest human rights sanctions the U.S. government has at its disposal.

Alexandre de Moraes, the Brazilian Supreme Court justice overseeing the criminal case of former President Jair Bolsonaro, during a court session last year. Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


Mr. Trump is targeting Brazil for what he calls political persecution of his ally, Mr. Bolsonaro, and illegal censorship of conservative voices online. In an executive order on Wednesday, he said actions by Brazil's government and Supreme Court "threaten the national security, foreign policy, and economy of the United States."

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil has publicly defied Mr. Trump for weeks, including in an interview with The New York Times published hours ahead of the U.S. government actions on Wednesday.

"I think it's important for President Trump to consider: If he wants to have a political fight, then let's treat it as a political fight," Mr. Lula told The Times. "If he wants to talk trade, let's sit down and discuss trade. But you can't mix everything together."

Mr. Trump has called on Brazil to drop the charges against Mr. Bolsonaro, who is accused of orchestrating an attempted coup after losing the 2022 elections. Mr. Lula and Justice Moraes have pledged not to allow Mr. Trump to interfere in Brazil's judicial process.

Mr. Bolsonaro at his party's headquarters in Brasilia. Victor Moriyama for The New York Times


Mr. Lula told The Times on Tuesday that his government had been studying retaliatory tariffs against some American products if Mr. Trump went through with his threats. Now he is faced with the decision of whether to launch a trade war against Brazil's second-largest trading partner after China.

Last year, the United States had a $7.4 billion trade surplus with Brazil on about $92 billion in trade.

Mr. Trump's efforts to come to the aid of Mr. Bolsonaro could soon mean higher prices for items like coffee and beef -- products that are significantly sourced from Brazil.

Yet, his executive order on Wednesday also said that many products would be exempt from the levy. The United States imports about 90 percent of its fresh orange juice from Brazil, which will not be affected by the new tariffs.

More than 40 percent of Brazilian exports would be exempt from the tariffs, according to estimates from the American Chamber of Commerce in Brazil.

The levies will go into effect in a week, but goods already in transit will be exempt from taxes if they arrive in the United States by Oct. 5, according to the executive order.

Harvesting coffee beans this month at Ipanema Coffees in Alfenas, Minas Gerais, Brazil. More than 40 percent of Brazilian exports would be exempt from the U.S. tariffs. Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


The Treasury Department sanctions against Justice Moraes would revoke his U.S. visa and freeze any U.S. assets, as well as generally prohibit many financial institutions from doing transactions with him. Yet, the State Department already revoked his visa this month, and Justice Moraes does not have bank accounts or financial assets in the United States, according to a spokeswoman for Brazil's Supreme Court.

Given the broad tariff exemptions, the actions on Wednesday could end up being less crippling than they appear -- but they are a clear signal from the Trump administration that it is prepared for a fight with Brazil.

The sanctions against Justice Moraes were issued under the Global Magnitsky Act, a measure that is usually meant to punish foreigners accused of serious human-rights violations or corruption.

"Moraes is responsible for an oppressive campaign of censorship, arbitrary detentions that violate human rights, and politicized prosecutions -- including against former President Jair Bolsonaro," Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said in a news release.

Brazil's Supreme Court defended Justice Moraes in a statement and said the case against Mr. Bolsonaro involves a "a serious attack on Brazilian democracy," falling within "the exclusive jurisdiction" of the country's courts. 

In a note on Wednesday night, Mr. Lula called interference by the White House in his country's judiciary "unacceptable" but said Brazil remains "willing to negotiate trade aspects of its relationship with the United States."

"The political motivation behind the measures against Brazil violates national sovereignty and the historical relationship between the two countries," Mr. Lula said.

Justice Moraes has become perhaps the most divisive figure in Brazil. For years, he has acted as the central check on Mr. Bolsonaro and his right-wing allies, many of whom attacked Brazil's institutions and claimed the 2022 election was rigged despite a lack of evidence. When Brazilian highway police officers stopped busloads of voters in leftist strongholds on Election Day in 2022, for example, it was Justice Moraes who ordered the police to let them proceed.

But in his fight to protect democracy, he has also been viewed, at times, as having taken authoritarian measures.

He has unilaterally ordered technology companies to take down hundreds of popular social media accounts because, he said, they threatened democracy, but he has refused to disclose how. He has jailed people without a trial for threats they posted online. And he has  presided over cases in which he was, in effect, the judge and prosecutor.

Yet, many of his decisions have also been backed up by a majority of Supreme Court justices, who have said that his extraordinary powers are needed to fight an extraordinary threat to Brazil's democracy.

The moves have made him an intense target. In Brazil, there have been failed assassination attempts on him. In the United States, the billionaire Elon Musk criticized him for months over his orders against X. And, now, the White House has put him on a sanctions list shared by many of the world's worst human rights abusers.

On Tuesday, Mr. Lula said that the U.S. efforts to target Justice Moraes were a dangerous infringement on Brazil's democracy.

"The Supreme Court of a country has to be respected not only by its own country, but it has to be respected by the world," he said. "I will never question someone from America's Supreme Court."

Mr. Rubio, who first floated the idea of sanctions against Justice Moraes in June, said the Brazilian justice had been targeted with economic penalties because he had committed "serious human rights abuses."

"Let this be a warning to those who would trample on the fundamental rights of their countrymen -- judicial robes cannot protect you," he said in a social media post.

Mr. Trump's aggressive attempts to aid Mr. Bolsonaro come just weeks before the former Brazilian president is poised to stand trial on the coup charges.

Brazilian prosecutors say he sought to overturn the 2022 vote, dismantle courts and hand special powers to the military. And, in perhaps the most damning accusation, the police say the conspiracy included a plot to assassinate Mr. Lula and Justice Moraes.

Mr. Bolsonaro denies knowledge of an assassination plan, but admits to studying "ways within the Constitution" to hold onto power after the election.

After Mr. Bolsonaro left office, thousands of his supporters ransacked government buildings in Brazil's capital, in an episode that echoed the Jan. 6, 2021, riots on the U.S. Capitol.

Mr. Bolsonaro has suggested that immunity from prosecution, for him and his allies, is the path to an economic truce with the United States. Lawmakers aligned with Mr. Bolsonaro are pushing for an amnesty bill, though Mr. Lula is likely to veto it.

The U.S. measures are a major win for Mr. Bolsonaro, who could face decades in prison if he is found guilty.

For months, Eduardo Bolsonaro, the former president's son, has been lobbying the White House to apply sanctions against Justice Moraes and other judges, arguing that Brazil's Supreme Court is unfairly targeting his father and other right-wing voices.

"Today is a historic day," Eduardo Bolsonaro said in a statement, thanking Mr. Trump and Mr. Rubio for the "courage" to apply sanctions against Justice Moraes. "I will be eternally grateful to them for this act."
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Trump Admits Financial Penalties on Russia 'May or May Not' Work

President Trump's threats have raised questions about how much leverage the United States has left with Moscow.  

Mr. Trump appeared to accept that the personal diplomacy he has tried to wield has failed, and issued an ultimatum that if Russia did not agree to a peace deal in two weeks, the United States would impose tariffs and sanctions on the country.  Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times



By Erica L. Green and Zolan Kanno-Youngs
Erica L. Green and Zolan Kanno-Youngs cover the White House. They reported from Washington. 


Jul 30, 2025 at 12:32 AM

Just 24 hours after President Trump threatened Russia with financial penalties over the war in Ukraine, he seemed unsure on Tuesday about whether the strategy would even work.

Speaking to reporters aboard Air Force One, Mr. Trump said that in 10 days, the United States may have to impose "tariffs and stuff."

"I don't know if it's going to affect Russia, because he wants to, obviously, probably keep the war going," Mr. Trump said, referring to President Vladimir V. Putin. "But we're going to put on tariffs and the various things you put on. It may or may not affect them. But it could."

Mr. Trump once suggested he could end the war in Ukraine by appealing to Mr. Putin, man to man. He tried to rewrite the history of Russia's invasion by casting Ukraine and its president, Volodymyr Zelensky, not as victims but as villains. But now, as Mr. Trump's frustration over the conflict grows, his threats have raised questions about how much leverage the United States has with Moscow -- and whether Mr. Trump is willing to use it. 

"Trump seems to be realizing what a lot of us observed from early on -- that Zelensky is not the problem," said Matt Duss, the executive vice president at the Center for International Policy. "Ukraine is not the problem. Putin is the problem." 

Mr. Trump "obviously had great confidence in his own deal-making abilities," Mr. Duss added, "but reality seems to be hitting."

Mr. Trump said on Monday that he would give Russia about 10 to 12 days to end the war before imposing "sanctions and maybe tariffs, secondary tariffs," a reference to tariffs on countries that trade with Russia. 

That was a shorter timeline than the 50 days he specified on July 14. 

Mr. Trump has repeatedly threatened to punish Russia over its escalating attacks in Ukraine, but so far has not followed through. And his latest threat of financial penalties  -- as the president acknowledged -- could fall flat. 

Sanctions that punish Russia's energy sector and its customers, as a proposed Senate bill would do, would hurt Moscow much more than tariffs on the few goods that Russia sends to the United States. But Republican leaders have pulled back on their plans to vote on that bill after Mr. Trump threatened to act unilaterally. 

There is little indication that Mr. Trump's ultimatum will change Mr. Putin's mind on the war. The Russian leader has embarked on what he sees as a history-defining mission to bring Ukraine back under the Kremlin's thumb.

With his forces in the middle of a summer offensive, Mr. Putin believes he has the upper hand on the battlefield, where Kyiv's reserves of personnel are dwindling and Moscow is making gains.

Russian technocrats have also spent more than three years building an economy that can weather Western sanctions, with one top Moscow university even offering a new master's degree in sanctions evasion.

But Russia does remain dependent on oil and gas, which are responsible for about a third of the country's government revenue.

Mr. Trump's threat to slap secondary tariffs on countries buying Russian oil would involve China, India and Turkey, and would represent a potential escalation in his global trade war.

The problem, as commentators in Russia have pointed out, is that such a move could cause global oil prices to skyrocket. Western policymakers have pursued an "oil price cap" strategy against Russia, trying to limit Moscow's oil revenues without shocking the global market. But it has largely faltered, and has failed to curb Mr. Putin.

Mr. Trump said on Tuesday that he was not concerned about how any forthcoming economic penalties would affect the oil market.

Foreign policy experts say that Mr. Trump has other economic and military options to compel Russia to stop the war. Even though Russia has sanction-proofed itself, experts say, its economy is vulnerable. Mr. Trump, they say, could still go after parts of its banking system, cap its oil prices and leverage his influence on foreign policy and trade deals with European allies. 

In a statement, the White House would not say whether Mr. Trump was exploring other options, but maintained that he "wants to stop the killing, which is why he is selling American-made weapons to NATO members and threatening Putin with biting tariffs and sanctions." 

Evelyn Farkas, a former U.S. deputy assistant secretary of defense for Russia, Ukraine and Eurasia, said that Mr. Trump "has a lot of cards up his sleeve," including the Senate bill that would slap sanctions of at least 500 percent on imports from Russia or from any country that buys Russian uranium or oil products.

But Ms. Farkas said that Mr. Trump needs to convey that Russia cannot win the war militarily. 

He could ramp up military assistance, encourage Ukraine to take bigger risks in using its military assistance and work with allies to use frozen Russian assets to help ensure a pipeline of weaponry, she noted. 

"He thought that he and his negotiators could talk Russia into some kind of compromise, but Putin is not interested in compromise," Ms. Farkas said. "And so he's going to keep on fighting until he realizes that he can't achieve his objectives using military force. At the end of the day, he has to be convinced that he's losing, and his people around him need to be convinced of that."

The Kremlin offered little in the way of reaction to Mr. Trump's latest threat. Dmitri S. Peskov, the Kremlin spokesman, said Tuesday that the Kremlin had "taken note" of the comments.

But Mr. Putin's allies have condemned, and even mocked, Mr. Trump's shifting deadlines. 

"Fifty days, it used to be 24 hours, it used to be 100 days," Sergey Lavrov, Russia's foreign minister, said earlier this month after Mr. Trump issued his 50-day deadline. "We've been through all this." 

In a social media post on Monday, former Russian president Dmitri A. Medvedev, a close ally of Mr. Putin's, said Mr. Trump was playing "the ultimatum game with Russia." Using the nickname Mr. Trump has deployed for his predecessor, Joseph R. Biden Jr., Mr. Medvedev urged the American president not to "go down the Sleepy Joe road!" 

"Each new ultimatum is a threat and a step towards war," Mr. Medvedev wrote of Mr. Trump. "Not between Russia and Ukraine, but with his own country." 

Daniel Fried, a fellow at the Atlantic Council in Washington and a former top U.S. diplomat who has negotiated with the Russians, said that Mr. Trump has the chance to repair what he called a "terrible and costly" mistake, when he initially signaled that the United States did not support Ukraine. He said it gave Russia the runway "to play this out as long as they can, looking for total victory." 

"The inconsistency and abrupt shift of position makes it harder to keep the pressure on Russia, because it increases the chance that Putin will fold his arms and wait," Mr. Fried said. "Trump's moves over recent weeks suggest that he may understand this, and is moving in a tougher direction."

Charles A. Kupchan, a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations and professor of international affairs at Georgetown University, said Mr. Trump could use his success in coercive diplomacy by bombing Iran, and his openness to collective defense with NATO allies to be more strategic about the long-term stake that he and the United States have in the war. 

"Bottom line, Putin will stop when he is stopped," Mr. Kupchan said. "And Trump does not want to go down in history as the American president who lost Ukraine."

Paul Sonne contributed reporting from Berlin. 
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A Surprise Attack Pits Ally Against Ally in East Africa

Eight people were reported dead after Ugandan soldiers crossed the border into South Sudan and skirmished with troops there.

Ugandan soldiers in Kampala, the capital of Uganda, in 2021. Uganda has long provided military support to the South Sudanese government. Baz Ratner/Reuters



By Eve Sampson
Reporting from Nairobi, Kenya


Jul 30, 2025 at 08:10 PM

Backed by tanks and artillery, soldiers from Uganda sneaked across the border with South Sudan and opened fire on troops long considered to be allies, South Sudanese officials said on Wednesday. When the firefight was over, the bodies of eight men, some in army fatigues, one in bluejeans, were left crumpled and bleeding on the ground.

It was not immediately clear what prompted the surprise attack in the border county of Kajo Keji in South Sudan, a country teetering on the edge of civil war. Uganda has long provided military support to the South Sudanese government.

The violence claimed the lives of at least eight soldiers, five from South Sudan and three from Uganda, according to South Sudanese officials and a clergyman.

"Children went unattended as they got separated from their parents, the elderly remained scattered as they began to get out of the bushes to look for their unaccompanied kids, and the sick and injured had no medicine to be given," said Joseph Aba Nicanor, the bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Liwolo, who mediated the collection of remains.

More than 100 people were displaced by the fighting, Bishop Nicanor said.

The firefight, which erupted on Monday, represented a rare clash between the longtime security partners at a time when the hard-won stability of oil-rich South Sudan is increasingly at risk. In March, after years of slow progress toward cohesion, the South Sudanese vice president was placed under house arrest in a political standoff. The same month a Ugandan official said the country had deployed troops to South Sudan's capital, Juba, in support of the South Sudanese president.

Compounding the country's woes, in April the Trump administration revoked visas for all South Sudanese passport holders, increasing desperation in a country where millions of people are facing hunger, displacement and disease as violence intensifies and the United States slashes aid.

The fighting on Monday afternoon plunged the border community into chaos. Bishop Nicanor shared photos of villagers who had fled with their belongings on their backs and said that two lost children had sought refuge in his home. Other photos showed the dead.

The skirmish highlighted the growing concerns over Uganda's influence in South Sudan.

"South Sudanese have expressed fears over alleged encroachment on border areas and exploitation of natural resources," said Daniel Akech Thiong, a senior South Sudan analyst for the International Crisis Group. "These clashes show that the presence of Ugandan forces in South Sudan indicates a risk of conflict," he said.

A spokesman for South Sudan's Army confirmed that the two forces had traded gunfire. "The exchanges resulted in both sides taking casualties," Gen. Lul Ruai Koang said in a statement on Tuesday. He said the two countries had agreed to form a joint investigative committee.

Ugandan officials did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Maura Ajak and Abdi Latif Dahir contributed reporting.
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Trump Administration Told Taiwan's President to Avoid New York Stopover

The Taiwanese leader canceled U.S. transit visits after being urged to change his plans, two officials said. Washington has been in talks with Beijing over trade and a possible summit.

President Lai Ching-te of Taiwan in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, last month. He suffered a political setback on Saturday when a recall campaign aimed at removing several opposition lawmakers failed. Chiangying-Ying/Associated Press
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Jul 30, 2025 at 10:42 AM

President Lai Ching-te of Taiwan had planned to make brief stops in New York and Dallas next month, en route to and from Latin America, hoping to demonstrate the island's strong ties with the United States in defiance of China.

But the Trump administration, which is focused on delicate talks with Beijing over trade and a possible summit, told Mr. Lai to cancel his proposed stopover in New York, according to two officials familiar with the plans, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private discussions between the two governments. Mr. Lai canceled his whole trip.

The hints of tension between Taipei and Washington come at a sensitive moment for Mr. Lai. He suffered a serious setback over the weekend when a sweeping recall campaign aimed at removing 24 opposition lawmakers failed to dislodge any of them. Taiwan is also among the economies facing a Friday deadline for tariff negotiations with the United States.

Mr. Trump's desire for steady relations with China, and potentially to secure a summit with President Xi Jinping, may have influenced his administration's position on Mr. Lai's travel plans. Mr. Trump has said he is open to visiting China to meet with Mr. Xi.

Confirmation of Mr. Lai's travels would have riled China, which held trade negotiations with Mr. Trump's team in Stockholm this week. China considers Taiwan to be part of its territory and sees the United States' support for Taiwan as meddling in a domestic issue. Beijing routinely objects to Taiwanese leaders' visits abroad, particularly to the United States.

Matthew Pottinger, who was the longest-serving deputy national security adviser in the first Trump administration, criticized the apparent decision by American officials to "bend over backwards" in the face of Chinese objections to transit stops by the Taiwanese leader. He noted that such visits were common during the first Trump term -- he himself had met with the Taiwanese president on a visit to New York -- and during the Biden administration.

"Beijing will pocket this concession and ask for more," Mr. Pottinger said.

According to the two officials familiar with the planning, Mr. Lai called off the trip after Trump administration officials told him to revise his itinerary for the United States, and, in particular, to forgo the visit to New York, which was viewed as more high profile. The news about the Trump administration's objections to Mr. Lai's travel plans was earlier reported by The Financial Times.

On Monday evening Mr. Lai's spokeswoman, Karen Kuo, said that the president had no plans to travel soon. Mr. Lai needed to focus on dealing with damage in southern Taiwan from a typhoon, as well as trade talks with the Trump administration, Ms. Kuo said. She said the reports of U.S. obstructions were "inaccurate" and "purely speculative."

While Mr. Lai's office had never publicly confirmed the trip, three Taiwanese officials had in recent days and weeks privately described his plans to stop in New York and Dallas as part of his travels to Paraguay, Guatemala and Belize, three of Taiwan's diplomatic partners in Latin America.

David Sacks, a fellow for Asia studies at the Council on Foreign Relations who studies U.S.-Taiwan relations, pointed out that such U.S. stops were coordinated with Washington. "The idea that Taiwan would plan a trip for its president to visit three of its diplomatic partners while transiting through the United States, all without approval from senior American officials, strains credulity," he said.

The White House National Security Council did not reply to a request for comment. Tammy Bruce, a State Department spokeswoman, told reporters on Tuesday that because Taiwan had not announced any travel plans by Mr. Lai, any discussion about it was "a hypothetical."

Mr. Lai's predecessor as president, Tsai Ing-wen, visited New York in 2023, during the Biden administration.

Ms. Tsai also met in California with Kevin McCarthy, then the speaker of the House, the third-ranking post in the U.S. government. That was the highest-level in-person meeting for a leader of Taiwan in the United States since Washington switched diplomatic relations from Taiwan to the People's Republic of China in 1979.

The United States maintains political, economic and security ties with Taiwan, and allows the island's president to make stops on the way to and from other countries -- but Washington has sometimes set limits. In 2006, President Chen Shui-bian canceled a plan to travel through the United States after Washington denied him permission to stop in New York.

Taiwanese officials had made arrangements for Mr. Lai to give a speech in New York, and he was expected to attend an exhibition of Taiwanese technology and products in Dallas, according to two researchers who had heard about the plans from diplomats.

Asked about the reports that the Trump administration had blocked Mr. Lai's plans for visiting the United States this time, a spokesman for the Chinese government's Taiwan affairs office reiterated that Beijing "adamantly opposes" any such visits at any time.
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Trump Trade Deals Threaten Canada's Vital Auto Industry

Recent pacts with Britain, Europe and Japan mean that autos exported from those countries and regions face lower U.S. tariffs than Canadian vehicles do.

Vehicles outside the Toyota Motor Manufacturing plant in Cambridge, Ontario. Carlos Osorio/Reuters
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Reporting from Ottawa


Jul 29, 2025 at 10:06 PM

For decades, Canadians have been, by a wide margin, the world's largest buyers of cars and trucks made in the United States. In most years, four out of every 10 vehicles that roll out of Canadian dealerships were shipped from American factories.

But being the most important overseas market for America's vehicle industry has not insulated Canada's own auto industry from President Trump's move to unravel the global trading system. On Friday, Mr. Trump threatened to impose a new 35 percent tariff on Canada unless the two countries struck a deal.

But even before then, Mr. Trump's recent trade deals with Japan, Britain and the European Union meant that their auto exports would now be entering the United States at tariff rates lower than that on Canadian cars and trucks.

Though the details of the three trade deals still have to be worked out, Britain has agreed to a 10 percent tariff, while Europe and Japan will pay 15 percent. Canada's tariff rate stands at 25 percent.

"This is going to lead to the long-term uncompetitiveness of Canadian manufacturing," said David Adams, the president of the Global Automakers of Canada, a trade group. "The longer it goes on, the more likely it is that Trump is going to get exactly what he wants: the dissolution of the auto manufacturing base in Canada."

Prime Minister Mark Carney said in June that his goal was to reach a deal that would effectively eliminate all U.S. tariffs on Canada -- a return to the terms of the trade agreement the country, along with Mexico and the United States, signed during Mr. Trump's first term in office.

But the U.S. president has instead ratcheted up his aggressive stance by vowing to push up the tariff rate on Canadian goods.

Prime Minister Mark Carney of Canada with President Trump at the Group of 7 summit last month in Kananaskis, Alberta. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


And Mr. Carney's initial optimism that a deal could be reached has faded.

He has suggested that he will not necessarily accept any deal that includes tariffs simply to meet the president's deadline and is skeptical that the European and Japanese trade deals could provide a template for Canada.

He told reporters on Monday that Canada has many distinctions, including its "geographic proximity" to the United States.

He added, "We're in a different position."

Tariffs are a major threat to Canada's export-dependent economy. Carmakers do get some relief from Mr. Trump's trade measures: They can deduct the value of American parts from the cars and the trucks that head to the United States, effectively lowering the final amount they pay. 

But Canadian assembly lines ship about 70 to 80 percent of their production to the United States, and any significant tariffs that remain in place are likely to deal a devastating blow to the industry.

Mr. Adams said that given Mr. Trump's unpredictable approach to trade policy and negotiations, the value of any deal with Washington is unclear and unlikely to resolve the uncertainty around the industry.

"A lot of this, on its face, would seem to be verbal or written on the back of a napkin somewhere -- there's nothing concrete," he said. "That is just going to lead to a lot of problems."

Greig Mordue, a former senior executive with Toyota Motor Manufacturing Canada, said that Canada's auto industry had been long ailing regardless of its trade battle with the United States and needed to rethink its industrial policy.

"We have to understand and recognize that Canada needs to either manage the decline or embrace the new actors," said Mr. Mordue, who is now a professor of manufacturing policy at McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario.

That key actor should be China, he argued. Canada should remove tariffs of just over 100 percent on Chinese-made electric vehicles and instead encourage Chinese companies to set up facilities in Canada, which would generate new jobs.

"Chinese manufacturers are the global leaders in electrification, and the world just seems to have awoken to that," Mr. Mordue said.
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Trump Urges the U.K. to Drill More Oil, Criticizing Its Energy Policy

President Trump said the North Sea was a "treasure chest," but its high taxes were driving away oil producers.

An oil platform in the North Sea. President Trump called for an increase in oil production. Pool photo by Andy Buchanan
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Jul 29, 2025 at 07:25 PM

During President Trump's four-day visit to Scotland, he repeatedly attacked wind power and pushed Britain to drill more oil, calling the North Sea a "treasure chest" that Britain was missing out on because taxes were too high.

U.K. government ministers have "essentially told drillers and oil companies that, 'we don't want you.'" he wrote on Truth Social on Tuesday. "Incentivize the drillers, FAST. A VAST FORTUNE TO BE MADE for the UK, and far lower energy costs for the people!"

Oil output from the North Sea has been in steep decline over recent decades, and production is expected to continue to drop. But it's still a significant source of energy and jobs for Britain and has become a political lightning rod for Prime Minister Keir Starmer.

Mr. Trump's remarks came as he opened a new golf course at his resort in Aberdeenshire, a hub for oil production in the North Sea.

Britain's tax on oil companies is one of the highest rates globally.

While the previous Conservative government promised to "max out" North Sea oil and gas production, Mr. Starmer's Labour government campaigned on a pledge to invest in clean energy, including wind and nuclear power. The world has reached record levels of heat, and scientists say this is driven largely by the burning of fossil fuels.

Mr. Starmer increased the tax rate on profits from oil and gas extraction to 78 percent -- one of the highest rates globally -- after he took office. But taxes had increased significantly under the previous Conservative government, when oil prices surged after Russia's invasion of Ukraine. As oil prices have fallen, other countries in Europe have reduced their taxes on oil companies, but Britain has not.

Relative to tax rates in countries with mature oil basins in the world, Britain's is "very high," said Gail Anderson, the research director for North Sea Upstream at Wood Mackenzie, an energy consulting firm.

"The way that the U.K. tax rate is today, I would say, is an anomaly," Ms. Anderson said. Companies have also been spooked, she added, because of uncertainty about future British government energy policy. Still, any production would be relatively incremental and would not reduce energy prices, she said.

Mr. Starmer faces pressure from Nigel Farage, the right-wing populist leader of Reform U.K., Britain's anti-immigration party, and a longtime ally of Mr. Trump. Reform, which wants to scrap Britain's target of net zero emissions by 2050, won 14 percent of the vote in last year's general election and has recently surged in opinion polls.

North Sea oil production is in steep decline.

From the mid-2000s, oil and gas production in the North Sea has fallen significantly. By 2024, Britain's oil output had diminished to 653,000 barrels a day, from more than one million five years ago, according to the Statistical Review of World Energy.

The British government has said it is essential that the energy sector invests in wind and other forms of renewable energy -- both to meet environmental goals and to replace the jobs lost from declining oil production.

Under Mr. Starmer's plan, emissions are expected to decrease 66 percent by 2035, according to a report published in February by Wood Mackenzie. Fossil fuels accounted for 38 percent of power supply last year, and that is expected to decline to 19 percent by 2030. Wind power is expected to represent more than half of supply by 2030, according to Wood Mackenzie.

Mr. Trump has long criticized wind energy.

Mr. Trump has for many years expressed dissatisfaction with wind turbines, which he has said would mar the view from one of his Scottish golf courses. A decade ago, Britain's highest court unanimously rejected Mr. Trump's attempt to block the construction of a wind farm near his luxury resort, Trump International Golf Links, which is a few miles north of Aberdeen.

On Monday in Scotland, Mr. Trump said that wind turbines were "ugly monsters all over the place" and were the most expensive form of energy. "It destroys the beauty of your fields, your plains and your waterways," he said to Mr. Starmer.

In response, the prime minister said that "oil and gas is going to be with us for a very long time," while adding that Britain is also focused on wind, solar and nuclear power.

Tessa Khan, the founder of Uplift, an environmental group, said Mr. Trump's demand for more drilling in the North Sea was a fantasy. A court in January ruled in favor of Uplift and Greenpeace's lawsuit to block oil and gas production at two large project sites in British waters.

"Characterizing it as a 'treasure chest' doesn't recognize that this has been a mature basin that has been in decline for decades," she said.
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Confirmation Slowdown Forces a Senate Showdown

Under pressure to show they are resisting President Trump, Democrats have insisted on recorded votes on every nominee, creating a bottleneck ahead of the August recess.

Senator John Thune, the majority leader, has threatened to cancel part of the August recess if Democrats insist on delaying some of President Donald Trump's nominees. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times
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Jul 30, 2025 at 05:15 PM

President Trump's first nominee was confirmed on the day he was inaugurated, when senators voted unanimously to install their former colleague Marco Rubio as secretary of state. It has been tough sledding for executive branch nominees ever since.

Citing objectionable Trump administration candidates and lawless acts by the president and his team, Senate Democrats have slowed the process to a trickle, insisting on recorded votes for every nominee in a move that has left top agency slots vacant. It has also angered Republicans who accuse them of a new level of obstruction when it comes to confirmations.

Senator John Thune, the South Dakota Republican and majority leader, is threatening to cancel part of the Senate's August recess, scheduled to begin at the end of the week, to process nominees if Democrats do not relent and allow some of Mr. Trump's picks to speed through. Republicans have also begun considering changes in Senate rules and practices to overcome the tactic.

"If you look at just the historical precedent with regard to noms," Mr. Thune said on Tuesday, referring to nominations, "we have never seen in history anything like what the Democrats are now doing." He added: "If it doesn't change, we're going to grind it out here and Democrats are going to be here whether they like it or not."

Democrats say they are weighing whether to make a deal with Republicans on a consensus package of nominees before breaking for recess, and want to see whom Mr. Thune puts forward. But they say they are comfortable with their actions so far, given what they call the poor caliber of the president's nominees and the fact that his administration is routinely usurping the powers of Congress, including by withholding appropriated funds.

"Historically bad nominees deserve historic levels of scrutiny," said Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the minority leader.

Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the minority leader, has called President Trump's nominees "historically bad."  Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times


The showdown comes as Democrats continue to puzzle over the best way to challenge Mr. Trump as he defies Congress and pushes the boundaries of the law and the Constitution. Some have concluded that they must continue to work with Republicans to get certain business done when there is agreement to be had, while others want a more confrontational approach in which they refuse any bit of cooperation on principle to protest the administration's policies and tactics. The dilemma has complicated spending negotiations to avert a government shutdown and erupted into a nasty shouting match among Democrats on the Senate floor this week.

In the past, scores of nominees below cabinet level who passed committee review would be packaged together and pushed through the Senate as a slate after being cleared by party leaders. But the confirmation process has been deteriorating for years as both parties have employed their procedural power to stall nominees even when they will eventually be confirmed after jumping through the required, time-consuming hoops.

For the first time, Democrats, under pressure to show they are fighting back against Mr. Trump and the Republicans, have required votes on every nominee to reach the floor, often using their right to force two votes while insisting on the minimum two-hour delay between the votes. With about 1,200 positions needing Senate confirmation, the approach would theoretically require 2,400 votes when the Senate took just under 340 votes all of last year.

Toiling to push nominees through, Mr. Thune has begun to regularly hold nighttime confirmation votes, allowing the Senate to approve at least 113 nominees so far.

But Republicans note that when the Senate broke for the August recess in 2021, the Senate had confirmed 150 Biden administration nominees, 76 of them by a quick voice vote rather than a roll call. In Mr. Trump's first term, the Senate had confirmed 133 nominees by the recess, including more than 60 in a package as senators left town. More than 150 Trump nominees are currently awaiting action.

Republicans say they would like to see about 40 additional nominees confirmed before the August recess, putting them on par with Mr. Biden's total from 2021. They say they intend to see those confirmations either through floor votes or a deal with Democrats, and are hoping the enticement of a vacation after months of butting heads will lead to an agreement.

Top Republicans also say that Democrats will regret setting the new standard when they return to power at some point.

"Their partisan escalation on even the most routine nominees has set a sad new standard," Senator John Barrasso of Wyoming, the No. 2 Senate Republican, said. "If it continues, there will be no return. The die will be cast."

Some Republicans are looking at changing procedural rules to speed up the confirmation process. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times


At a private luncheon session on Tuesday, Republicans discussed taking steps to thwart Democrats, such as eliminating the time required between a procedural and final vote of approval and other ways to expedite nominees, though any attempt to change the rules would be incendiary.

Senator Lindsey Graham, Republican of South Carolina, said another alternative would be to group Trump nominees with candidates for Democratic slots on federal commissions, "so we have something to trade with."

"I hope we will have a breakthrough," he added.

The slowdown also has reignited discussion of clearing the way for Mr. Trump to make temporary recess appointments, though many Republicans would be reluctant to surrender their influence over the process.

Mr. Trump encouraged Mr. Thune to keep the Senate in Washington to push nominees through and has shown a particular interest in getting more of his ambassadorial picks in place.

On Tuesday, he also called on Senator Charles E. Grassley, the Iowa Republican who chairs the Judiciary Committee, to abandon a policy that gives Democrats veto power over federal district court nominees and U.S. attorney picks in their states to allow him to fill more slots. Mr. Grassley has said repeatedly that he does not intend to change the so-called blue slip policy.

The Democratic tactics have created complications for Republican leaders who need to keep close track of attendance to make sure they have enough votes on contentious nominees, and that Vice President JD Vance is available to break ties. The confirmation slog has resulted in floor votes on multiple more obscure administration posts whose nominees have typically been routinely approved by unanimous consent.

Democrats say their position is justified.

"You've got a lawless president," said Senator Chris Van Hollen, Democrat of Maryland. "Why should anyone aid and abet his lawless efforts?"
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Senate, Rejecting Whistle-Blower Alarms, Confirms Bove to Appeals Court

The Trump loyalist was narrowly approved as Republicans brushed aside concerns about his conduct as a senior Justice Department official.

At the Justice Department, Emil Bove III played an outsize role in the Trump administration's aggressive effort to take control of the agency it argues has been "weaponized" against President Trump and other conservatives. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times



By Devlin Barrett
Reporting from Washington


Jul 30, 2025 at 02:07 AM

The Senate on Tuesday confirmed Emil Bove III, a Trump loyalist whose short tenure in the top ranks of the Justice Department prompted whistle-blower complaints and a storm of criticism from agency veterans, to a powerful federal appeals court judgeship.

Mr. Bove had spurred outcries at the department by directing or overseeing the firing of dozens of employees and ordering the dismissal of bribery charges against Mayor Eric Adams of New York. According to one whistle-blower who went public, Mr. Bove also told government lawyers that they might ignore court orders in pursuit of President Trump's immigration policy goals.

Mr. Bove has denied being anyone's enforcer or henchman, but his nomination to a lifetime appointment one rung below the Supreme Court provoked an intense battle in the Senate. His approval to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, which encompasses Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware, came by a tiny margin, 50 to 49, with all Democrats and two Republicans, Senators Lisa Murkowski of Alaska and Susan Collins of Maine, opposing him.

Still, the confirmation of Mr. Bove provided at least a tacit Senate endorsement of the president's efforts to bend the justice system to his will. Most Republicans shrugged off concerns that Mr. Bove, 44 and a defense lawyer for Mr. Trump in his Manhattan criminal trial last year, had undermined the traditional independence of the Justice Department or aided in Mr. Trump's standoffs with the courts.

Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the minority leader, called Mr. Bove's confirmation "a dark, dark day."

Senator Cory Booker, Democrat of New Jersey, complained that he had tried repeatedly to share the whistle-blowers' accusations with G.O.P. lawmakers but that "no one wanted to even listen."

Republicans dismissed such claims as disingenuous posturing. Senator Charles E. Grassley, Republican of Iowa and the chairman of the Judiciary Committee, said Democrats had sought to manipulate the confirmation calendar to scuttle the president's pick.

"Even if you accept most of the claims as true, there is still no scandal," Mr. Grassley said.

The day before Mr. Bove's confirmation hearing in June, Erez Reuveni, a former immigration lawyer at the department, came forward to assert that Mr. Bove had told subordinates he was willing to ignore court orders to fulfill the president's aggressive deportation promises.

In recent days, two more would-be whistle-blowers signaled they had additional derogatory information about Mr. Bove, according to lawmakers and advocates. One of those individuals suggested that Mr. Bove was untruthful in at least one of his answers about his efforts to dismiss the Adams case, while another has offered information to the Justice Department inspector general that would seem to support some of Mr. Reuveni's claims.

Though his time as a senior Justice Department official was relatively brief, Mr. Bove played an outsize role in the Trump administration's aggressive effort to take control of the agency it argues has been "weaponized" against Mr. Trump and other conservatives.

Because his position at the department did not require Senate confirmation, Mr. Bove was among the first Trump appointees to arrive at the department, overseeing a succession of major policy and personnel moves, starting with a memo threatening to prosecute state and city officials who refused to carry out immigration enforcement.

But the most defining episode of his tenure was the battle he waged against the U.S. attorney's office in Manhattan, where he once worked, over the administration's insistence on dropping bribery charges against Mr. Adams -- who had personally appealed to the White House for a legal reprieve.

Mr. Bove pressured top prosecutors in the office to drop the case. He claimed that the charges had been brought by an overzealous U.S. attorney appointed by President Joseph R. Biden Jr., and he argued that the case would hinder Mr. Adams's capacity to cooperate with the White House on immigration enforcement.

The Trump-appointed interim U.S. attorney in Manhattan, Danielle R. Sassoon, resigned rather than sign off on Mr. Bove's command. Other career prosecutors in the public integrity section resigned rather than accede to his demands.

Mr. Bove's current boss, the deputy attorney general, Todd Blanche, who also served with him on Mr. Trump's legal team, accused Mr. Bove's critics of spreading slander and misinformation.

"Emil is the most capable and principled lawyer I have ever known," Mr. Blanche wrote in an opinion article for Fox News. "His legal acumen is extraordinary, and his moral clarity is above reproach."
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Grassley, a Champion of Whistle-Blowers, Spurns Them in a Fight Over Bove

The senator's treatment of whistle-blowers detailing allegations against Emil Bove, the Trump loyalist and appeals court pick, has had a chilling effect, critics say.

Senator Charles E. Grassley accused Democrats of trying "to weaponize my respect for whistle-blowers and the whole whistle-blowing process against me and, in return, against" Emil Bove. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times



By Devlin Barrett
Reporting from Washington


Jul 29, 2025 at 11:53 PM

Senator Charles E. Grassley, Republican of Iowa, has been known for decades as a champion of whistle-blowers. But critics say he has retreated from his signature issue, smoothing a path for a Trump loyalist who was confirmed on Tuesday to a lifetime appointment on the federal bench.

The battle over Emil Bove III, the Trump ally and a top official at the Justice Department, some argue, has chilled the very efforts that Mr. Grassley, 91, has spent more than 40 years fostering.

Last month, a day before Mr. Bove testified before the Senate Judiciary Committee over his nomination to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, a former lawyer for the Justice Department, Erez Reuveni, filed a detailed complaint. It described Mr. Bove as a crucial player in pressuring department lawyers to mislead judges and ignore court orders in the administration's frantic bid to send Venezuelan migrants to a high-security prison in El Salvador.

Mr. Grassley's reaction was striking, particularly given that he has long trumpeted whistle-blower claims by law enforcement officials.

"The timing alone indicates that this was a coordinated political strike and there are other reasons to be skeptical" of Mr. Reuveni's claims, Mr. Grassley said at the outset of Mr. Bove's hearing.

Mr. Grassley's treatment of whistle-blowers like Mr. Reuveni is discouraging others from talking to Congress, say lawyers and others representing government workers fired or demoted by the Trump administration.

Since Friday, two whistle-blowers came forward as the vote on Mr. Bove's nomination neared. One offered evidence suggesting that Mr. Bove knowingly misled lawmakers during his confirmation hearing, while another signaled they had provided information months ago to the Justice Department inspector general confirming some of Mr. Reuveni's allegations against Mr. Bove, according to lawmakers and advocates.

In a strange twist just before the vote on Mr. Bove, a lawyer for that third whistle-blower said that the inspector general's office had recently notified them that the whistle-blower complaint was "lost" by that office. A spokeswoman for the inspector general did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

"Now more than ever, whistle-blowers need a champion among congressional Republicans who will listen in good faith to their claims of government abuse and work in a bipartisan fashion to hold culpable officials accountable," said David Laufman, a former Justice Department lawyer who represents current and former government workers. "For many years, Senator Grassley was that champion. But under the current administration, he has shied away from doing what's right."

Speaking on the Senate floor on Tuesday, Mr. Grassley accused Democrats of trying "to weaponize my respect for whistle-blowers and the whole whistle-blowing process against me and, in return, against Mr. Bove."

Mr. Grassley said he considered Mr. Reuveni a whistle-blower but added that "even if you accept most of the claims as true, there is still no scandal."

When it came to the two people who more recently indicated they had important information to offer about Mr. Bove, Mr. Grassley said his staff was "stonewalled and given the runaround."

Mr. Bove, the lawmaker said, has denied the thrust of the whistle-blowers' allegations and denied misleading lawmakers in his congressional testimony.

The brute-force politics of confirmation fights often overshadow the policy goals of specific lawmakers, and that appears to be true in the case of Mr. Bove.

One former F.B.I. agent, however, speaking on the condition of anonymity for fear of retaliation, said that the more recent concerns about Mr. Grassley went back months. That former agent pointed to the senator's effusive praise for Kash Patel during his confirmation hearing to be the F.B.I. director, saying those comments discouraged a number of current agents from telling Congress about their concerns.

But Jane Turner, a former F.B.I. whistle-blower who now serves on the board of the National Whistleblower Center, said Mr. Grassley had been "indispensable" to whistle-blowers, helping more than 1,000 share their accounts of wrongdoing.

"He saved my bacon 25 years ago," Ms. Turner said, referring to her efforts to expose malfeasance in the bureau, leading to what she said was retaliation by her superiors. "Grassley stepped in and he wrote them a letter and said back off, and they did."

After joining the Justice Department in January, Mr. Bove, a former criminal defense lawyer for Donald J. Trump, quickly emerged as a key driver of the changes underway at the department.

In February, he pushed federal prosecutors to drop criminal charges against Mayor Eric Adams of New York, leading to a host of resignations. Weeks later, he pressed for criminal investigations of protesters at Columbia University that federal judges viewed skeptically. And in mid-March, according to Mr. Reuveni, Mr. Bove told Justice Department lawyers they may decide to ignore orders from federal judges to accomplish some of Mr. Trump's immigration goals.

Stacey Young of Justice Connection, which advocates on behalf of current and former Justice Department employees, said the group had repeatedly talked to agency employees "who are too scared of retribution to internally report the fraud and abuse they've witnessed."

Increasingly, she said, those employees no longer see Congress as a viable option, faced with the prospect of being discounted or criticized. Mr. Grassley and other lawmakers, she said, have only "contributed to the culture of fear that's hindering meaningful transparency and accountability."

Clare Slattery, a spokeswoman for Mr. Grassley, said whistle-blowers have "no greater champion" than the senator, who has "resurrected whistle-blowers' careers, saved many brave individuals from financial ruin and passed numerous whistle-blower protections into law."

Last week, Mr. Grassley heralded the work of other whistle-blowers, two agents from the Internal Revenue Service who accused the Biden administration in 2023 of undercutting and slow-walking a criminal case against former President Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s son Hunter.

In a letter to the White House, Mr. Grassley urged the Trump administration not to use the rapid downsizing of the federal work force as cover or an excuse to fire whistle-blowers.

"If that has happened, this would not only be unlawful but would also have a severe chilling effect on federal employees who would otherwise blow the whistle," he wrote.
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University of California Settles With Jewish Students Over U.C.L.A. Protests

Jewish students and a professor said the university had allowed a hostile protest. After the settlement was announced, the Department of Justice separately said it had found the university violated civil rights laws.

Pro-Palestinian students at U.C.L.A. also sued the university after a violent encounter at the protest encampment. Mark Abramson for The New York Times



By Anemona Hartocollis



Jul 29, 2025 at 11:36 PM

The University of California has agreed to settle a lawsuit contending that the university allowed pro-Palestinian protesters to block Jewish students from a section of the University of California, Los Angeles, campus during demonstrations last year.

In the lawsuit, three Jewish students and a Jewish professor said that the university had countenanced antisemitic behavior at a tent encampment set up in 2024 by protesters demonstrating against the war in Gaza.

The plaintiffs said the university had not intervened when protesters prevented students who were wearing Jewish symbols like a star of David or the Israeli flag or a skullcap from crossing campus. The university even provided the barricades used to keep people out and stationed security guards on campus who sent Jewish students away instead of helping them get through, the court papers said.

Passers-by were given wristbands that allowed them to pass through if they renounced support for the existence of the state of Israel, the lawsuit said. The U.C.L.A. administration allowed the exclusion zone to continue operating for a week, the lawsuit said.

The settlement, announced Tuesday, will require the university to give $6.45 million, including legal fees, to the plaintiffs and to charitable entities. The money will also support the university's own efforts to combat antisemitism and support the Jewish community on campus.

Mark Rienzi, a lawyer for the plaintiffs, said the settlement appeared to be the largest among a set of private lawsuits accusing universities of tolerating antisemitism since the Hamas attack on Israel in October 2023.

"What's important is getting the final order saying that schools can't just yield to antisemitism and go along with the exclusion of Jews from central places on their campus," said Mr. Rienzi, who is with the nonprofit Becket Fund for Religious Liberty. "When they do that they violate the law."

The university, in an announcement of the settlement on Tuesday, said it "abhors antisemitism," adding that it "is diligently working to address and counter it in all its forms across the U.C. system."

Just hours after the settlement was announced, the Department of Justice said it had found U.C.L.A. in violation of civil rights law and the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment for failing to adequately respond to complaints of "severe, pervasive and objectively offensive harassment and abuse" of Jewish and Israeli students during the protest encampment in the spring of 2024.

The department sent a 10-page letter to Dr. Michael V. Drake, president of the University of California, laying out the evidence it had reviewed, including the lawsuit. It said that the department was now looking to enter into a voluntary resolution agreement with U.C.L.A. or go to court.

The Trump administration has targeted dozens of universities over accusations that they have not done enough to combat antisemitism. In several cases, it has sought to end millions in federal research funding to the universities as a way to force compliance with the government's demands.

The letter said that the department had interviewed a Jewish man who was told by members of the encampment that "Hitler missed one." The man also reported to the police that he had been physically assaulted by members of the encampment, the letter said.

A Jewish student was hospitalized, unconscious with an open wound to her head, after being knocked to the ground and kicked by encampment participants, the letter said. Other students were prevented from getting to class on time or from using campus resources, it said.

These events had put Jewish students "in a state of anxiety and fear," the letter said, yet U.C.L.A. did not ask for law enforcement support to disband the encampment.

"Late that night, counter-demonstrators violently attacked the encampment, resulting in dozens of injuries and requiring law enforcement in riot gear to restore order," the letter said, resulting in more than 200 arrests.

"This disgusting breach of civil rights against students will not stand: D.O.J. will force U.C.L.A. to pay a heavy price for putting Jewish Americans at risk and continue our ongoing investigations into other campuses in the U.C. system," Pamela Bondi, the attorney general, said in a statement.

U.C.L.A. did not immediately comment on the Justice Department investigation.

UCLA Faculty for Justice in Palestine, an advocacy group, criticized both the university and the Trump administration in a statement. "Today, while Palestinians in Gaza starve under an Israeli blockade, both UCLA and the Trump Administration came to the same conclusion: criticism of Israel is forbidden, because it is antisemitic," the statement said.

"We reject the conflation," the group said, adding, "We will continue to raise our voices along with students to demand an end to our university's and our country's complicity in the genocide in Gaza."

A federal judge, Mark C. Scarsi, had issued a preliminary ruling in favor of the plaintiffs last August. The judge said that Jewish students had been excluded from parts of the campus because of their faith, and he called this an "unimaginable" and "abhorrent" violation of the constitutional guarantee of religious freedom.

The settlement, which still has to receive final approval from a judge, would give $50,000 to each of the named plaintiffs, including two law students, one undergraduate and one medical school professor. It would distribute $2.33 million among eight nonprofits, including Hillel at UCLA, the Anti-Defamation League and Chabad House at UCLA; $320,000 to a U.C.L.A. account dedicated to combating antisemitism; and the rest to costs and legal fees.

Daniel Gold, executive director of Hillel at UCLA, called the agreement "a meaningful step in addressing the very serious challenges that Jewish students have faced at U.C.L.A."

In a related lawsuit, pro-Palestinian activists have also sued U.C.L.A., accusing the university of allowing pro-Israel counterprotesters to terrorize people at the encampment in 2024. That case is making its way through the courts, said the lawyer for the plaintiffs, Thomas Harvey.
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House Democrats Sue ICE for Barring Them From Detention Facilities

The 12 Democrats accused the Trump administration of violating the law when it turned them away from immigrant detention sites and imposed a new policy limiting congressional access.

Representative Dan Goldman at an ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations field office in New York last month. He is one of the dozen Democrats seeking to have the new ICE guidance on congressional visits dismissed. Hilary Swift for The New York Times



By Michael Gold
Reporting from the Capitol


Jul 30, 2025 at 06:19 PM

A dozen House Democrats who were barred from visiting immigration detention facilities sued the Trump administration on Wednesday, arguing that a new policy imposed by the Department of Homeland Security to limit lawmakers' access was an illegal infringement on their ability to conduct congressional oversight.

Over the last few months, Immigration and Customs Enforcement facilities have become the battleground in a political showdown between federal officials and Democratic lawmakers over the White House's sweeping crackdown on immigration and the constitutional separation of powers.

Under the federal law that funds ICE, the agency cannot prevent members of Congress or their employees from making oversight visits to immigration facilities that "detain or otherwise house aliens." Lawmakers are not required to provide "prior notice of the intent to enter a facility" to conduct oversight.

But in the wake of a high-profile clash between a group of Democrats and immigration officers outside a detention center in New Jersey, the Department of Homeland Security imposed new restrictions that require members of Congress and their staff to provide a week's notice for any visit. The new limits also exempt ICE field offices from the oversight law, even as federal officials have detained immigrants in cramped rooms in some of those facilities for days.

Since the new guidelines were imposed, members of Congress have stepped up their efforts to gain access to ICE facilities, including field offices, that they say they have been trying to visit because of reports of inhumane and unsanitary conditions.

The 12 Democrats who filed the lawsuit all tried to visit immigration facilities in June or July and were turned away, according to the lawsuit, which was obtained by The New York Times.

The plaintiffs include Representatives Joe Neguse of Colorado, the assistant Democratic leader; Adriano Espaillat of New York, the chairman of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus; and Bennie Thompson of Mississippi, Jamie Raskin of Maryland and Robert Garcia of California, the top Democrats on the Homeland Security, Judiciary and Oversight committees. The suit was filed in the Federal District Court for the District of Columbia and was brought in conjunction with Democracy Forward, a left-leaning nonprofit legal organization.

"Blocking members of Congress from oversight visits to ICE facilities that house or otherwise detain immigrants clearly violates federal law -- and the Trump administration knows it," Mr. Neguse, the lead plaintiff in the lawsuit, said in a statement.

According to the lawsuit, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Neguse and Mr. Raskin were turned away from a field office in Chantilly, Va., 24 miles west of the Capitol and not in any of their districts, even after immigration officials confirmed the office was "holding, and routinely held," undocumented immigrants.

That encounter took place last Monday and was among several visits in the period immediately leading up to the filing of the lawsuit.

Others date back to the start of June. Representative Norma J. Torres of California was denied access to ICE facilities on three occasions, according to the lawsuit, which also said that her ability to speak to detainees or tour ICE facilities was restricted on two other visits.

The Democrats are seeking to have the new ICE guidance on congressional visits dismissed. Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the minority leader, endorsed the effort in a statement, calling it "a first-of-its-kind lawsuit asserting our constitutional responsibility" as a check on the executive branch.

Tricia McLaughlin, a spokeswoman for the Homeland Security Department, accused the lawmakers of political grandstanding. "These members of Congress could have just scheduled a tour," she said in a statement. "Instead, they're running to court to drive clicks and fund-raising emails."

She added that ICE was imposing the new limits in order to protect President Trump's constitutional authority to carry out immigration policy and to protect ICE employees from "assaults, disruptions, and obstructions to enforcement."

Administration officials have pointed in particular to the conflict in New Jersey in May, when a chaotic skirmish broke out as three House Democrats were making an oversight visit to Delaney Hall, a detention center outside Newark.

Federal prosecutors later charged Representative LaMonica McIver of New Jersey, a first-term Democrat, with assaulting, resisting, impeding and interfering with federal officials.

Ms. McIver has pleaded not guilty and called the charges an act of "political intimidation." She is not one of the plaintiffs in the lawsuit, which also includes Representatives Lou Correa, Jimmy Gomez and Raul Ruiz of California; Veronica Escobar of Texas; Jason Crow of Colorado; and Dan Goldman of New York.
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Senate Democrats Try to Force Release of Epstein Files With Little-Known Law

The move is part of an effort by Democrats to draw Senate Republicans into the debate over the release of the Epstein files, which has bitterly divided the House G.O.P. and wrought havoc in that chamber.

Senator Chuck Schumer of New York, the minority leader, and all seven Democrats on the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs committee sent a letter to the Justice Department requesting that it turn over its files on Jeffrey Epstein. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times



By Michael Gold
Reporting from the Capitol


Jul 30, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Senate Democrats on Wednesday moved to compel the Trump administration to release material connected to the investigation into the accused sex trafficker Jeffrey Epstein, invoking a little-known law in a bid to force Republican leaders to confront the growing furor over the case.

Senator Chuck Schumer of New York, the minority leader, and all seven Democrats on the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee sent a letter to the Justice Department requesting that it turn over its files on Mr. Epstein, the disgraced financier who died in federal prison in 2019 while awaiting trial on sex-trafficking charges.

Under a section of federal law commonly referred to in the Senate as the "rule of five," government agencies are required to provide relevant information if any five members of that committee, which is the chamber's chief oversight panel, request it.

That provision -- which became law in 1928 and sets a seven-member rule for the House's oversight committee -- effectively offers a way for members of the minority party to compel information from the executive branch because they cannot issue congressional subpoenas. But it has been infrequently used, and it has not faced significant tests in court, raising questions over whether it can be enforced.

Still, in invoking it, Democrats were trying to draw Senate Republicans into the debate over the release of the Epstein files, which has bitterly divided the House G.O.P. and wrought havoc in that chamber. If the Trump administration were to ignore the Democrats' request, the resulting legal battle would likely force Senator John Thune, Republican of South Dakota and the majority leader, to decide whether to choose between backing the administration or defending the Senate's constitutional prerogative for congressional oversight.

Since President Trump returned to the White House this year, Congress has ceded much of its oversight power, with Republicans showing little willingness to hold hearings or otherwise demand answers from Mr. Trump or his administration. But the Justice Department's recent decision to backtrack from its promises to release new material in the Epstein investigation ripped open a rift in the party that led several rank-and-file Republicans to break from the president.

Though Mr. Trump has urged his supporters to move on from the issue, several House Republicans have joined Democrats to try to force a floor vote on releasing the files. Last week, several close Trump allies joined with Democrats on the House Oversight Committee to issue a subpoena to the Justice Department for its files. The committee has not yet sent its subpoena, though it is required to do so.

Exploiting the rift, House Democrats repeatedly threatened to force additional votes on the Epstein files before Republicans could debate unrelated bills. Facing conflicting demands from angry constituents and the White House, House Republicans were so sharply divided on the issue that Speaker Mike Johnson opted to send lawmakers home for the summer slightly ahead of schedule rather than risk having to vote on the matter.

The Senate has thus far not faced similar tumult, even as polls show growing dissatisfaction and division among Republicans over Mr. Trump's handling of the release of the Epstein files. The Democrats' letter is aimed at forcing Republican senators, including members of the governmental affairs panel, to confront the issue and is likely to needle Mr. Trump.

"Americans have every right to wonder, why he is breaking this promise?" Mr. Schumer said in a statement. "What is Trump hiding? Trump campaigned on and promised Americans that he'd release the Epstein files. We're demanding he keep that promise."

In their letter, a copy of which was obtained by The New York Times, the eight senators cited Mr. Trump's backtracking on the release of the Epstein files and called on the Justice Department and F.B.I. to give them to the committee by Aug. 15.

"After missteps and failed promises by your Department regarding these files, it is essential that the Trump administration provide full transparency," the senators wrote.

The letter was signed by Mr. Schumer; Senator Gary Peters of Michigan, the top Democrat on the committee; and Senators Maggie Hassan of New Hampshire, Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut, John Fetterman of Pennsylvania, Andy Kim of New Jersey, Ruben Gallego of Arizona and Elissa Slotkin of Michigan.

Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky, the Republican chairman of the committee, said he had not decided whether he would sign on to the Democrats' request. But he called the Trump administration's decision not to release new Epstein files "bizarre" and ascribed the public interest in the case to a general sense that people "don't think the government has been honest with them."

Other Republicans agreed that the files should be released to the public, even as they accused Democrats of pulling a political stunt. Senator John Kennedy of Louisiana said the Justice Department should honor the "rule of five" law.

"It's never the crime, it's always the cover up," Mr. Kennedy said. "This stuff's gonna come out. So let's just get it over with."

Lawmakers from both parties have previously invoked the nearly century-old provision that Senate Democrats are now using. But its enforcement has been a continued question. During the George W. Bush administration, House Democrats twice sued the executive branch to enforce the rule, but no clear resolution was ever reached.

More recently, House Democrats sued the General Services Administration in 2017, during Mr. Trump's first term, after the agency refused to comply with a seven-member request for the release of documents relating to the Trump International Hotel in Washington.

After several years, the Supreme Court agreed to hear the case in May 2023, promising to weigh in on whether lawmakers could sue a government agency for information. But the case was never argued, after the House Democrats decided to dismiss their lawsuit.

Megan Mineiro contributed reporting.
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Trump Administration Authorizes Deployment of National Guard at ICE Facilities

An Immigration and Customs Enforcement memo said that National Guard troops would assist in the deportation process for migrants in their custody.

Federal agents outside an ICE detention facility in Newark last month. Victor J. Blue for The New York Times



By Chris Cameron, Hamed Aleaziz and Eric Schmitt
Reporting from Washington


Jul 30, 2025 at 11:07 PM

The Trump administration authorized the deployment of National Guard units at immigration facilities, escalating its use of the military as part of President Trump's immigration crackdown.

In a private memo obtained by The New York Times, Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials informed field offices that the National Guard would be deployed to assist in "alien processing" -- the term used by immigration officials for paperwork done before placing immigrants in detention. It added that ICE leadership would "direct" the troops assigned to the mission.

The National Guard troops would be deployed in 20 states with Republican governors, including Florida, Georgia, Virginia, Texas and Louisiana, according to a Defense Department official who was not authorized to speak publicly. ICE did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

The deployment of the National Guard troops -- part of a reserve military force controlled by individual states -- appears to be aimed at allowing military units to directly participate in federal immigration enforcement.

A statement from the Pentagon last week outlined a plan to swap Marine Corps and Naval Reserve units supporting ICE with National Guard troops that would be allowed to have "direct interaction with individuals in ICE custody." The statement said that about 1,700 troops have now been authorized to assist ICE. The first deployments of National Guard troops were scheduled for early August, according to the ICE memo.

The use of the military for civilian law enforcement is limited as part of the Constitution's protections for civil liberties and state sovereignty. But state governments maintain the authority to keep order within their borders -- a power given to them under the Posse Comitatus Act of 1878 -- and Republican governors have previously deployed National Guard troops to assist in border control.

The deployment of the National Guard to ICE facilities would more directly meld military operations with the agency's domestic law enforcement duties. The ICE memo said National Guard troops would directly assist ICE agents with "administrative and clerical tasks, field office program management, case management and transportation."

The memo did not authorize the National Guard to take part in immigration raids directly, but replacing ICE agents in clerical roles with National Guard troops would free those agents to participate in enforcement duties.

ICE has also established a "strategic planning task force" that will coordinate the deployment of the National Guard troops, according to the memo.

Earlier this year, the Department of Homeland Security requested more than 20,000 National Guard troops to help with the Trump administration's immigration crackdown, following a request by Mr. Trump to increase D.H.S. ranks by pulling in thousands of officers from state or federal agencies.

The moves to bolster immigration enforcement capacity are part of a wider push to increase deportations and arrests to meet Mr. Trump's promises of "mass deportations," which the administration has not met thus far.

Immigration arrests require extensive resources, including ample time for surveillance, and the Trump administration has laid out ambitious long-term plans to expand ICE, after Congress more than tripled the agency's budget from about $8 billion to roughly $28 billion.
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In Massachusetts, a Work Stoppage Forces Judges to Dismiss Criminal Cases

Seeking higher pay, lawyers for indigent defendants won't take new clients. As a result, judges must dismiss cases against people accused of crimes who lack lawyers.

Judges dismissed 102 criminal cases in Boston and surrounding Suffolk County. Paul Marotta/Getty Images



By Jenna Russell



Jul 30, 2025 at 10:02 AM

A work stoppage by lawyers who represent indigent defendants in Massachusetts courts has triggered a growing crisis, as judges are forced to dismiss cases against people who have been accused of crimes, including violent offenses, and have no legal representation.

The impasse between the state and the lawyers, who are seeking higher hourly wages, reached a critical juncture last week when judges dismissed 102 criminal cases in Boston and the surrounding Suffolk County. The judges acted under a state law that says defendants must be released from custody after seven days if they needed a court-appointed lawyer and were unable to get one, and the charges against them must be dismissed entirely after 45 days if they still have no lawyer assigned.

One of the defendants who was released from custody was accused of pointing a gun at the mother of his child as she held their baby. Another defendant, a woman, was accused of spraying cologne on her nephew and then using a lighter to burn his arm.

"We consider this an extraordinarily dangerous moment for the public," said Jim Borghesani, a spokesman for the Suffolk County District Attorney. "We are informing victims and witnesses that these cases are being dismissed, and those are very difficult conversations -- they want justice, and we want justice for them."

The cases have been dismissed "without prejudice," meaning that they can be reopened by prosecutors once legal representation is available to the defendants. Mr. Borghesani said prosecutors intended to do so.

The standoff has put pressure on the state legislature to reassess the state's system for ensuring access to legal representation, as required by the Sixth Amendment.

Unlike most states, Massachusetts relies mainly on private lawyers, rather than public defenders, to defend people facing criminal charges who cannot afford legal representation. Private lawyers handle 80 percent of such cases in the state.

Massachusetts pays the lawyers, known as bar advocates, $65 an hour for district court cases, significantly less than lawyers doing the same work are paid in nearby states, where they are hired in smaller numbers to fill gaps. Bar advocates earn $150 an hour in Maine, $125 in New Hampshire, $100 in Vermont and $112 in Rhode Island. The Massachusetts lawyers are seeking an increase to $100 an hour.

"We're trying to save this program, because at this rate -- half of what bordering states are paying -- no one in Massachusetts is going to do this work anymore," said Jennifer O'Brien, a lawyer in Middlesex County, northwest of Boston, who has taken state cases for more than two decades. "That's the risk the Legislature is taking."

The U.S. Supreme Court gave states responsibility for providing legal representation to people accused of state crimes but unable to afford a lawyer. But the court left it to the states to devise their own systems for doing so. Most states relied on private lawyers until the middle of the 20th century. The first state to establish a public defenders' office was Rhode Island, in 1941.

Today, 23 states have fully state-run public defense systems, according to the Sixth Amendment Center, a nonprofit that advises states on providing public defense. The rest rely on a mixture of state and private lawyers. Few lean as heavily on private lawyers as Massachusetts does.

The work stoppage is "an opportunity for policymakers to look in the mirror and ask if it's sustainable to keep this model," said Aditi Goel, the director of the Sixth Amendment Center and a former public defender in Massachusetts. "You can solve this crisis now, but is this the structure you want for years to come?"

Other states that have faced a similar crisis, including Maine, have begun hiring more public defenders. Over the last three years, Maine has hired about 30 public defenders in five different offices, enough to cover roughly one-third of the state's adult criminal cases involving indigent defendants.

Each of the new offices costs the state between $1 million and $2 million a year, according to Jim Billings, director of the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services. But the state is also saving money by farming out fewer state cases to private lawyers, who are now paid $150 an hour, up from $80 in 2023.

In the long run, as public defenders cover more of the sprawling rural state, the new system may be less expensive to run overall. "It allows better quality control, because we can supervise their work, and it will also be more cost-effective," Mr. Billings said.

Ms. Goel, of the Sixth Amendment Center, said there was no inherent fault in maintaining a mixed system, and in fact, private lawyers are vital to avoiding conflicts of interest. The Massachusetts system offers several strengths, she said, including robust training, strong performance standards, and a system for assigning the most complex cases to more experienced lawyers.

But the system is now clearly under strain. Bar advocates in Massachusetts began their loosely organized work stoppage in May. As more lawyers joined the protest, the number of defendants without representation multiplied.

Karen Spilka, the president of the State Senate, said in a news conference on Monday that the lawyers should "get back to work."

"People are being heard, and I strongly urge them to get back to work," she said. "We hope to get it resolved soon, but in the meantime they should be working."

Adela Aprodu, a lawyer who represents defendants in Essex County, north of Boston, said she and other bar advocates are working as required. Their contracts require only that they accept new cases once every four months, she said, and they are continuing to represent people whose cases they accepted before May.

She said the work feels critical, because it is essential to providing equal justice. But the pay does not reflect that importance, she said -- especially since she is basically a gig worker. Bar advocates receive no benefits from the state and cover all their own overhead costs, including office rents, travel, insurance and parking.

By the time the work stoppage ends, the pool of lawyers willing to take state cases may have grown still smaller, said Ms. O'Brien, who has taken cases for two decades.

"People are going to be forced to work in other areas, for higher pay," she said, "and then they'll say, 'What was I doing that for?'"
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Reno Shooting Shatters Lives at a Bachelor Party

The police said that a gunman had shot randomly at a group that was preparing to head home to California after a bachelor party weekend. Three people died in the shooting, and three others were injured.

The police responded to a shooting outside the Grand Sierra Resort in Reno, Nev., on Monday. Andy Barron/Associated Press



By Soumya Karlamangla, Orlando Mayorquin and Alex Hoeft
Alex Hoeft reported from Reno, Nev., and Orlando Mayorquin from Newbury Park, Calif.


Jul 30, 2025 at 05:01 AM

They spent the weekend rafting the Truckee River and reminiscing about their years together, a group of childhood friends who had grown up in Southern California and had flown to Reno, Nev., to celebrate another of life's milestones.

The men in their early 30s had come for a bachelor party weekend, and their guard might have been higher amid the casino bustle the night before. But in the brisk Monday morning air, during a casino's quietest hours, the friends were simply trying to catch a short Uber ride to the airport.

That's when a man walked up, seemingly out of nowhere, and shot several of them in what the police described as a random attack.

Two of the friends died. Two people were severely injured, and a third had minor injuries. Another man, driving through the parking lot, was shot dead at random shortly thereafter, the authorities said.

It was an immensely tragic end to a weekend that had been intended to celebrate the start of a new marriage.

"I've seen these guys growing up," said Scott Juceam, the uncle of one of the men who were shot and hospitalized. "They're very close -- they've known each other most of their lives. It's just terrible."

The two friends who died were identified by the Sparks Police Department on Tuesday as Andrew Canepa, 33, and Justin Agulia, 33, who both lived in Southern California. The driver who was killed in the parking lot was Angel Martinez, 66, a resident of the Reno area.

The gunman shot five people near the entrance to the Grand Sierra Resort on Monday morning before he was chased off by a security guard. As he fled to the northern part of the parking lot, he ducked behind another vehicle and shot Mr. Martinez several times before he was shot and apprehended by Reno Police Department officers.

The police identified the suspect on Tuesday as Dakota Hawver, a 26-year-old resident of the Reno area, who is still hospitalized in critical condition. He had no criminal history and no known connection to any of the victims, according to the Sparks Police Department, which is handling the case because Reno officers shot the gunman.

The motive for the attack remained unclear.

The friends had arrived in Reno on Friday to celebrate the upcoming wedding of a friend who now lives in the San Francisco Bay Area. Several of them had attended high school together in Thousand Oaks, a suburb roughly 40 miles northwest of Los Angeles.

Among them was Matt Sitler, 33, who was waiting at the valet station with Mr. Canepa when the gunman shot his friend. Mr. Sitler instinctively dropped to the ground, but the gunman then shot Mr. Sitler at least two times, said Mr. Juceam, his uncle.

"Everyone started running," Mr. Juceam said in an interview on Tuesday as he relayed details from Mr. Sitler, who was talking beside him in his hospital bed in Reno. "It was kind of pandemonium for the boys. They all went in different directions."

Mr. Sitler, 33, had emergency surgery to remove his spleen and was recovering in the intensive care unit with a lung injury on Tuesday. His uncle predicted a weekslong recovery but said Mr. Sitler's condition was improving.

"He's kind of our miracle right now," Mr. Juceam said. "No one deserves this kind of thing."

Mr. Juceam said he was grieving alongside the parents whose sons had not survived. He called Mr. Canepa "an amazing young man" and said he was like a member of his own family.

He said that when Mr. Sitler was first able to speak after the attack, his mind had gone straight to Mr. Canepa. "Is Andrew OK?" he asked from his hospital bed.

Mr. Canepa, who was the father to a young son, loved cooking and was a co-owner of a cafe in Newbury Park, Calif. At his restaurant, Side Street Cafe, lilies, roses and chrysanthemums amassed on Tuesday at the front door as word of his death spread. A customer who pulled into the parking lot with her son to have lunch learned of his death as she saw a large poster of him on the door of the cafe, which had closed early because of the tragedy.

"We are in shock," said the customer, Gesi Vitela, who added that she had been coming to the cafe for years because Mr. Canepa knew exactly what foods her 14-year-old diabetic son could safely eat.

Rick Bucaria, who owns a T-shirt printing business next door to the cafe, said that Mr. Canepa had helped raise money for the victims of a 2018 mass shooting at a country-western-themed bar in Thousand Oaks that killed 13 people. He sold "Thousand Oaks Strong" T-shirts at the cafe, he said.

"He was so supportive with the families and those affected in the community," Mr. Bucaria said. "Here it is seven years later nearly, and it happened to Andrew."

The family of Mr. Martinez could not be reached immediately Tuesday night after he had been identified as a shooting victim.

The police said on Tuesday that Mr. Hawver, the suspect, had two years ago legally purchased the 9-millimeter handgun that was used in the attack. He is accused of firing approximately 80 rounds on Monday, according to police.

The Grand Sierra Resort opened in 1978 as the MGM Grand Reno and was envisioned as a major resort, with more than 1,000 rooms and a long-running show called "Hello Hollywood Hello" that was a signature draw. The resort still stands tall in the Reno landscape, situated a few miles from the downtown casinos.

On Tuesday at the Grand Sierra Resort, valet services returned to the west-facing main entrance where the shooting had taken place, after they had been temporarily relocated to the south entrance. Four bullet holes were still visible along the side of a planter box where the bachelor party group had been fired upon. 

Mr. Juceam, who works with his nephew at his tax business, said he worried about the emotional wounds that his nephew and the other men had suffered.

"It's horrible, and it's going to stick with him for a long time," he said.

Kirsten Noyes contributed research.
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The Familiar Suicide and Final Wish of the N.Y.C. Gunman

Shane Tamura is not the first former football player to shoot himself in the chest and request that his brain be examined.

A neuropathologist will study slices of Shane Tamura's brain to determine if he had C.T.E. Above, Dr. Ann McKee of Boston University presenting her findings in 2017 from her examination of another former football player, Aaron Hernandez of the New England Patriots. Mark Abramson for The New York Times
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The scenario has become grimly familiar to football fans: A former player experiencing cognitive issues kills himself with a gunshot to his chest, rather than his head, to allow for his brain to be examined for the disease linked to repeated blows sustained on the field.

Dave Duerson, the Chicago Bears great, took his life that way in 2011, and Junior Seau, a Hall of Fame linebacker, did the same a year later. Even a teenager in Missouri, Wyatt Bramwell, killed himself that way in 2019, after recording a sober farewell to his family. He requested that his father donate his brain to researchers.

"I would like that to be done," Mr. Bramwell said into the camera in a video shared with The New York Times by his parents. "I want you all to be happy that I'm free and that I can rest easy, because my life for the past four years has been a living hell inside of my head. I love you. And goodbye."

The shooter in Midtown Manhattan on Monday was the latest former football player to choose this fate, though only after more carnage. The gunman, Shane Tamura, shot himself in the chest after killing four others. The police said Mr. Tamura, who played high school football in California, carried a note that referred to chronic traumatic encephalopathy, or C.T.E., the degenerative brain disease that has been linked to repeated blows to the head in contact sports.

"Study my brain please," the note said.

Mr. Duerson, Mr. Seau and Mr. Bramwell were found to have C.T.E., which can be diagnosed only posthumously.

Before he fatally shot himself in the chest in 2011, Dave Duerson, a former Chicago Bears defensive back, left his family a note requesting that his brain be examined for C.T.E. Owen Shaw/Getty Images


It will take weeks, or possibly months, to determine if the gunman had C.T.E., according to neuropathology experts.

Chris Nowinski, a former professional wrestler and Harvard football player who for years has been pushing sports leagues to acknowledge the link between the brain disease and concussions, said a C.T.E. diagnosis requires the time-consuming study of 20 different regions of the brain.

Mr. Nowinski is the co-founder of the Concussion Legacy Foundation, a nonprofit group that supports athletes and others affected by concussions and C.T.E. He recalled many cases of former football players found to have C.T.E. after experiencing a drastic change of personality leading to erratic behavior, poor decision-making and, in some cases, violence that included murder.

But he warned against prematurely blaming C.T.E. for anyone's actions.

"Mental health issues come from a lot of different places, not just from brain injuries or C.T.E.," Mr. Nowinski said. "But I also know the history of this issue, and it's something that keeps me up at night."

Regarding the gunman and his request that his brain be studied for C.T.E., Mr. Nowinski said: "It is critical that his brain is studied because this is a pattern, right?"

A positive diagnosis would not mean that C.T.E. necessarily caused the gunman to be violent, experts said. Though people with C.T.E. often have problems with thinking, memory and behavior, there are many factors involved when a person decides to commit a heinous act, said Dr. Daniel H. Daneshvar, chief of brain injury rehabilitation at Harvard Medical School.

"I would never draw a direct line between someone's brain pathology and any specific violent act because the majority of people who have C.T.E. never committed anything like this," Dr. Daneshvar said.

He added that "the majority of people with C.T.E. never engage in violent behavior at all," and that just "a fraction of a percent" of people with C.T.E. displayed the type of violent behavior seen in the Park Avenue shooting on Monday.

Police officers responding to Park Avenue on Monday after reports of a shooting. Dakota Santiago for The New York Times


Dr. Ann McKee, the director of the Boston University C.T.E. Center, who has studied thousands of brains of athletes and others exposed to brain trauma, said very little is known about the link between violent impulsive behavior and C.T.E., and that more studies must be done.

"There is damage to the frontal lobes, which can damage decision making and judgment," she said. "It can also cause impulsivity and rage behaviors, so it's possible that there's some connection between brain injury and these behaviors."

The risk of developing C.T.E. was long considered limited to those who toiled for years in professional football or boxing, sustaining an untold number of blows to the head. But more recently it has been diagnosed in much younger athletes in a range of contact sports, including those who never played professionally -- or, in some cases, did not even play in college.

In a Boston University study released in 2023, researchers examined 152 brains of contact-sport athletes who died before turning 30 and whose families had concerns about brain disease. Of the 152 athletes studied, more than 40 percent had evidence of C.T.E. Most played at no higher than the high school or college levels. Of the 63 who died with C.T.E., 48 played football.

The disease has garnered national attention in cases involving violent crime. Aaron Hernandez and Phillip Adams, both former N.F.L. players, murdered people and died by suicide. In 2012, Jovan Belcher, the former Kansas City Chiefs linebacker, killed his girlfriend before killing himself.

Mr. Nowinski said there were similar cases that had not yet been made public. A handful of former athletes -- including football players -- murdered people, killed themselves and later were found to have C.T.E., he said.

"Mental health issues come from a lot of different places, not just from brain injuries or C.T.E.," said Chris Nowinski, co-founder of the Concussion Legacy Foundation. Melanie Metz for The New York Times


It is unclear if Mr. Tamura played college football or had a contract with a professional team. But even someone who played only at the high school level and never sustained a concussion could have C.T.E., Dr. McKee said, because repeated hits to the head -- including those less severe than a concussion -- can cause the disease.

Mr. Tamura's mental state in recent months is unknown. Investigators are likely trying to piece together how long he planned Monday's attack. And the medical examiner's assessment of his brain will reveal whether he did in fact have C.T.E.

His last wish for a brain examination was similar to the request made in a note by Mr. Duerson before he died, and the video by Mr. Bramwell, the 18-year-old.

"Hello. So what this is, this is me explaining what's wrong with me," Mr. Bramwell said. "Um, I've been depressed for a long time. My head is pretty messed up and damaged. The voices and demons in my head just started to take over everything I wanted to do.

"I took a lot of hits through football, a lot of hits through football. I took a lot of concussions. And a lot of times I never told anybody about how I was feeling in my head after a hit. You know, I just kind of kept playing, which was not smart on my end. I know that."

In a text message to The Times on Tuesday, Mr. Bramwell's parents, Bill and Christie Bramwell, said they were "extremely saddened by the tragic loss of life," and that the decision to let a child play football is an individual one for each family.

"With our loss of Wyatt, our new role is to inform that football injuries involve more than just broken bones. They are the unseen injuries that later show and sometimes with a devastating loss," they said in the text message. "Continue the conversation."
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Even New York's Strict Gun Laws Couldn't Prevent the Midtown Shooting

New York City has some of the toughest gun laws in the nation. But Monday's mass shooting showed their limits, security experts said.

A police investigator examined the car left behind by the gunman, who drove across the country before he entered a Manhattan office building on Monday and began shooting. Dakota Santiago for The New York Times
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The gunman double-parked outside the tower at 345 Park Avenue, strode into the lobby with a cheap AR-15-style rifle, and killed three people, including an off-duty police officer. He took an elevator to the 33rd floor and fatally shot a final victim before turning the gun on himself. The episode was over in minutes.

Despite New York's stringent gun laws and the office building's tight security, law enforcement officials and legal experts said, the shooting -- the deadliest in New York City in 25 years -- may have been all but unstoppable.

New York has one of the world's most sophisticated surveillance networks and the resources to deploy a massive police response, said Brittney Blair, an associate managing director of K2 Integrity, a risk-management and investigative firm.

But a piecemeal network of looser regulations nationwide enabled a lone gunman with no criminal history to drive undetected across several states on his way to the city.

"It feels impossible to stop something like this," Ms. Blair said.

The attack underscores the limits that even a dense web of gun safety laws and private security precautions can have in a country flooded with inexpensive weapons. Beginning last week, the gunman, Shane Devon Tamura, 27, who lived in Nevada, drove through several states, including Colorado, Nebraska, Iowa and New Jersey, before arriving in Midtown Manhattan, his BMW filled with ammunition.

Mr. Tamura could have secured a semiautomatic rifle in a single day in Nevada, where he could bypass additional background checks, because he had a permit to carry a concealed weapon, said Nick Suplina, a senior vice president at Everytown for Gun Safety, a national gun violence prevention group. A federal ban on assault rifles ended in 2004; Mr. Tamura could have purchased the weapon for less than $500.

The police in New York began receiving 911 calls at 6:28 pm on Monday with reports of an active shooter. By then, Mr. Tamura had already left the vehicle between 51st and 52nd Streets and walked into the building, a police spokesman said. He turned right and shot the police officer, Didarul Islam, 36, who died in the lobby.

Mr. Tamura kept firing. He shot and killed Wesley LePatner, 43, who had ducked behind a pillar, and then, as he made his way to an elevator bank, killed Aland Etienne, 46, an unarmed security guard who was taking cover behind a front desk. After wounding another victim, Mr. Tamura summoned the elevator.

For unknown reasons, he spared the life of a woman who stepped out of the elevator into the lobby. He rode to the 33rd floor -- the office of Rudin Management, a real estate firm that owns the Park Avenue building. He began to walk around the floor firing rounds, and killed his final victim, Julia Hyman, who worked at Rudin. He then turned down a hallway, pointed the gun at his own chest and fired.

The police were still investigating the motive for the attack. Mr. Tamura was found with a note urging the authorities to scan him for C.T.E., a degenerative brain disease caused by repeated head trauma that can be definitively diagnosed only after death.

The attack came as shootings in New York are close to record lows.

Through last week, there were 406 shootings reported in the city, down more than 21 percent from the same period last year and the lowest rate since at least 1993, according to an analysis of police statistics by Vital City, a civic think tank.

But the mass shooting on Monday represents a different sort of crime, one for which it would have been difficult for New York to prepare, said Elizabeth Glazer, Vital City's founder and a former criminal justice adviser to Mayor Bill de Blasio.

"Once somebody has a gun and is determined to do what this guy did, unless you turn the city into an armed camp -- and even then it's a question -- it is very hard to stop them," Ms. Glazer said.

In 2022, the Supreme Court struck down a century-old New York law that had been widely considered one of the strictest in the country. But the state quickly put a new law in place that has so far stood up to legal challenges, keeping New York one of the least gun-friendly states in the nation.

David Pucino, the legal director of Giffords Law Center, a gun safety group, said Mr. Tamura would almost certainly have been unable to legally obtain a gun or a permit for it in New York.

Under New York's SAFE Act, he would not have been able to buy his gun -- a cheaply built AR-15 sometimes referred to as a "Reddit Special" for its popularity on the internet message board. New York law also would have prevented him from acquiring the concealed-carry permit he obtained on the other side of the country.

In New York, Mr. Pucino said, "He should have been arrested the second he stepped out of that car." Had he been in Nevada, "he would have been legal until the second he opened fire."

In a statement, Gov. Kathy Hochul of New York said the state has some of the strongest gun laws in the nation, but that local laws cannot make up for lax regulation elsewhere.

"We banned assault weapons," she said. "But our laws only go so far when an AR-15 can be obtained in a state with weak gun laws and brought into New York to commit mass murder."

Maureen Farrell and Thomas Gibbons-Neff contributed reporting.
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Mamdani, After Visiting Slain Officer's Family, Defends Stance on Police

Back from Uganda, Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic candidate for mayor of New York City, sought to reassure voters concerned that his left-leaning policies would endanger the city's safety.

After flying back to New York on Wednesday morning, Zohran Mamdani visited the family of a slain police officer and then held a news conference to address the mass shooting that had taken the officer's life. Shuran Huang for The New York Times
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Facing growing criticism for his absence overseas, Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic nominee for mayor of New York City, returned on Wednesday from a planned vacation to Uganda and threw himself into the response to the city's deadliest mass shooting in 25 years.

Mr. Mamdani traveled directly from Kennedy International Airport to the Bronx home of Police Officer Didarul Islam, one of the four victims of the Midtown shooting. He arrived holding flowers and left after an hourlong private meeting, embracing a family member before pulling away.

Hours later, Mr. Mamdani spoke publicly for the first time since his return, holding a news conference in Manhattan alongside a surviving brother of another victim, a security officer named Aland Etienne. They were joined by leaders of the union that represented Mr. Etienne and the Bangladeshi American Police Association, a group that counted Officer Islam as a member.

In his remarks, Mr. Mamdani, 33, expressed anguish for the family of the victims and sought to reassure the New Yorkers who had questioned whether his inexperience and left-leaning policies could endanger the city's safety if he were elected mayor in November.

He spoke emotionally of embracing Officer Islam's father, who had suffered a stroke after learning of his son's death, and the disappointment of the officer's children, who had been looking forward to a family trip to a water park. Mr. Mamdani joined Gov. Kathy Hochul in calling for a national assault weapons ban. And pressed by reporters about years-old comments disparaging police officers and calling for their funding to be cut, Mr. Mamdani suggested that his own views had been evolving.

"I am not running to defund the police," Mr. Mamdani said repeatedly. He called himself "a candidate who is not fixed in time, one that learns and one that leads, and part of that means admitting, as I have grown, and part of that means focusing on the people who deserve to be focused about."

The candidate took particular umbrage at former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, an independent candidate seeking to halt his rise after June's Democratic primary, for using a tragedy to attack him politically. Mr. Cuomo had criticized him for traveling abroad and for social media posts from 2020 calling police officers "racist, anti-queer and a major threat to public safety."

Though he did not explicitly renounce the posts, Mr. Mamdani said they were "out of step" with his current view of police officers and "the immense work that they do in this city." He said he had made them during a moment of "frustration that many New Yorkers held at the murder of George Floyd."

Mr. Mamdani also said that Mr. Cuomo was trying to score "cynical political points" while he would rather focus on the victims and their families.

Rich Azzopardi, a spokesman for Mr. Cuomo, said that Mr. Mamdani's past comments about the police were relevant.

"I liken that to every time there is a mass shooting, Republicans say it's not the time to talk gun safety," Mr. Azzopardi said. "This is very much the time to talk about what our candidates for mayor said then versus now."

Mr. Mamdani said he planned to attend Officer Islam's funeral on Thursday, and told reporters he had spoken with family members and colleagues of the other victims: Wesley LePatner, an executive at the investment firm Blackstone; and Julia Hyman, an employee at Rudin Management.

Mr. Mamdani visited the family of the slain officer, Didarul Islam, in the Parkchester section of the Bronx. Wesley Parnell


The stakes are unusually high for Mr. Mamdani. While he is still a state assemblyman, with little operational role in responding to the attack, he is facing a volatile general election and a restive donor class concerned about how the nominee, a democratic socialist with a relatively thin resume, would lead the nation's largest city.

Mr. Mamdani's absence could hardly have been more poorly timed. After he built his primary campaign about his ubiquity on the city streets and a message about affordability, the shooting took place Monday evening in New York when he was at the tail end of a planned 10-day vacation to Uganda, his birth country, where he was celebrating his recent marriage after the June primary.

It played out in one of the densest parts of the city at rush hour, as an assailant, Shane Devon Tamura, entered a building housing offices of the N.F.L. The police later said that Mr. Tamura had claimed he was suffering from a degenerative brain disease that he blamed on playing high school football. Mr. Tamura died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound to the chest.

Mr. Mamdani said that as he traveled, he had made phone calls not only to the surviving family members of the victims but also to Jessica Tisch, the police commissioner. He said his adviser, Morris Katz, woke him at about 4 a.m. local time in Uganda to alert him of the shooting. Mr. Mamdani quickly issued a statement about the attack, and then another some hours later to honor Officer Islam.

But in a city that often demands to see its leaders -- or those aspiring to be -- in the flesh, Mr. Mamdani's critics and mayoral rivals wasted little time in trying to capitalize on his circumstances. And he initially left it to aides to respond to his critics.

As Mr. Mamdani spent much of the day stuck in plane seats back from Uganda, Mayor Eric Adams, a former police officer, stepped into the role of crisis manager, visiting the scene of the shooting and the hospital where Officer Islam died. He has provided updates about the investigation in national television interviews and attended a vigil for the victims in Bryant Park on Tuesday night with Ms. Hochul.

Mr. Adams, who is also running as an independent in the November election and trailing badly in the polls after the Trump administration dismissed federal corruption charges against him, criticized Mr. Mamdani's past comments that he would eliminate a police unit known as the Strategic Response Group. When Mr. Adams was asked about the comments on CNBC, he said they were "extremely dangerous."

"A lack of knowledge and understanding of these roles really could harm law enforcement," the mayor said, adding: "We should never endanger public safety in the city. It's not an experiment, it's experience."

Mr. Cuomo, the runner-up in the June Democratic primary, did a blitz of media interviews on Tuesday attacking Mr. Mamdani and arguing that his past support for the "defund the police" movement was disqualifying. Mr. Mamdani embraced calls to defund the police in 2020 but no longer supports doing so.

Mr. Mamdani has said that he would maintain the Police Department's current budget and staffing levels and has signaled an openness to keeping Ms. Tisch, who has been credited with bringing down crime. He has also called for a new agency, the Department of Community Safety, to focus on mental health issues.

That did not stop Mr. Cuomo -- who said in a CNN interview on Tuesday that he would try to retain Ms. Tisch if elected -- from hitting him anyway. "He clearly does not understand what public safety is all about," Mr. Cuomo said in an interview.

Mr. Cuomo also claimed he had not taken a vacation as long as Mr. Mamdani's in years. "I don't understand why you go to Uganda for two weeks, frankly, in the middle of a campaign," Mr. Cuomo said.

On Wednesday, Mr. Mamdani tried to shift that narrative.

The news conference was held at the Manhattan headquarters of the union, 32BJ SEIU, which endorsed Mr. Mamdani. He was joined by Mr. Etienne's brother, Smith Etienne, and Shamsul Haque, a founder of the Bangladeshi American Police Association and a retired police lieutenant commander.

Mr. Mamdani said that Officer Islam's family had insisted on serving him breakfast at their home in the Parkchester section of the Bronx on Wednesday. They told him that the officer had once crossed paths with Mr. Mamdani at Eid prayers.

"They are a family that deserves the support of the city," he said, adding: "They deserve to be at the center of this story -- their pain, their sorrow, their heartbreak."

Wesley Parnell and Jeffery C. Mays contributed reporting.
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'Anybody but Mamdani': 5 Groups Emerge to Raise Millions in Attack Funds

Real estate titans and financiers are forming super PACs to try to defeat Zohran Mamdani. Some organizers say that they won't succeed unless Mayor Eric Adams or former Gov. Andrew Cuomo drops out.

Assemblyman Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic nominee for mayor of New York City, has become the target of several well-funded political groups. Scott Heins for The New York Times



By Dana Rubinstein and Nicholas Fandos



Jul 30, 2025 at 08:00 AM

In the blood sport of New York City real estate, where comity can be hard to come by, the developers of some of the city's most prized parcels appeared to be in agreement about one thing when they met in private this week.

Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic candidate for mayor, had to be taken down.

"Our goal is anybody but Mamdani," Marty Burger, the chief executive of Infinite Global Real Estate Partners, wrote in one of two emails sent ahead of the meeting that were obtained by The New York Times.

To help, Mr. Burger proposed that his peers start by putting in $25,000 each to a new super PAC, New Yorkers for a Better Future, or to seed other groups. He cited potential ad campaigns attacking Mr. Mamdani; spending plans to boost specific rivals; and other efforts to register and turn out thousands of voters who typically sit out Election Day.

A month after Mr. Mamdani's primary victory stunned New York's business elite, its leaders have begun cranking open a powerful gusher of outside spending to try to stop the man whose socialist policies they fear could sour the city's business climate. But with fewer than 100 days to go, they are still very much searching for a unified plan that could work.

On Monday, the men whose companies run the Seagram Building and Hudson Yards joined the call for one anti-Mamdani super PAC, while leaders of a different super PAC invited donors to a $1,000-per-person fund-raiser scheduled for Thursday.

"Fighting Mamdani is expensive," the organizer, Betsy McCaughey, a former Republican lieutenant governor, wrote on the invitation. "But allowing him to win will cost you more."

All told, there are already at least five groups jockeying to claim a reservoir of potentially tens of millions of dollars -- each with their own leaders and goals. Several more groups are said to be in various stages of formation, including a campaign to register and mobilize anti-Mamdani voters that is likely to be run by Lisa Blau, the investor married to the chief executive of Related Companies, the developer of Hudson Yards. Others involve Republican allies of President Trump and a reality TV star who is friends with Mayor Eric Adams.

Corporate leaders -- some of whom already contend that Mr. Mamdani's past support for defunding the police, which he has disavowed, could destabilize the city -- may only find more motivation to donate to defeat him after a deadly shooting in Midtown sent the staff of the N.F.L., Rudin Management and Blackstone into lockdown.

"This tragedy is not just a moment of mourning; it's a call to reject policies that would make our city even more vulnerable," said Jared Epstein, a real estate executive who co-hosted a fund-raising call with 200 potential donors for New Yorkers for a Better Future last week.

It remains far from clear if the anti-Mamdani forces can find a successful path, especially when the opposition is divided among several more moderate candidates: Mr. Adams; former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo; Curtis Sliwa, the Republican nominee; and Jim Walden, a lawyer.

Dora Pekec, a spokeswoman for the Mamdani campaign, predicted that the donors, whom she described as "MAGA billionaires who spent millions trying to defeat Zohran in the primary," would again fail.

"New Yorkers are ready to turn the page on endless corruption and backroom deals," she said.

Mr. Mamdani, 33, has moved to meet his critics face to face. He has scheduled a meeting with Jed Walentas, the Two Trees executive who leads the Real Estate Board of New York, and the board's president, James Whelan, according to two people involved in the effort. It will follow meetings with other corporate executives whom he has tried to mollify.

A recent poll paid for by the board showed only long-shot paths to victory for Mr. Cuomo and for Mr. Adams, who opted out of the Democratic primary after the Trump administration abandoned his federal corruption indictment.

The poll, which has not been previously reported, showed that more than 60 percent of New York voters view the mayor negatively, and more than 50 percent view Mr. Cuomo negatively, according to two people briefed on the survey. In a city where Democrats outnumber Republicans six to one, those numbers bode poorly for anyone challenging Mr. Mamdani.

The five major candidates in the New York City mayoral election are, clockwise from left, Andrew Cuomo, Zohran Mamdani, Eric Adams, Curtis Sliwa and Jim Walden. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times; Shuran Huang, Angelina Katsanis, Jeenah Moon, and Kholood Eid for The New York Times


Three political consultants who have either started independent expenditure groups or have advised donors looking to fund one said they warned donors that the likelihood of defeating Mr. Mamdani is slim unless either the mayor or former governor drops out.

Some of the city's wealthiest political donors appear to be holding their powder, at least for now. "I tell everybody, don't get excited," said John Catsimatidis, a billionaire Republican businessman, who has hosted events for both Mr. Adams and Mr. Cuomo. "Let's wait a few weeks."

Still, many of the city's business class see Mr. Mamdani, who wants to raise taxes on corporations and the wealthy to expand social services, as an existential threat and want to start fighting now.

"I'm 100 percent sure that this is not a money-lighting-on-fire session," said Jason Haber, a prominent real estate broker and a longtime Democratic activist who led the fund-raising call for New Yorkers for a Better Future with Mr. Epstein. His real estate listings include a $23 million penthouse near Gramercy Park. "Every single one of his plans will hurt the very people that he thinks it will help."

There is early evidence of cross-pollination. Both Ms. Blau and her husband, Jeff Blau, attended Monday's call for New Yorkers for a Better Future. Ms. Blau pitched the real estate crowd on her group, whose nonprofit structure she noted would allow donors to avoid timely disclosure requirements, two attendees said.

And Hank Sheinkopf, a veteran Democratic consultant in the city, started his own group, Protect the Protectors, ostensibly to do the same work.

In an interview, Mr. Sheinkopf disparaged other consultants for leading donors astray, but also acknowledged he was working with both Ms. McCaughey and former police commissioner Ray Kelly's PAC, Save NYC, and the pro-Adams super PAC, Empower NYC.

"The usual gaggle of members of the political industrial complex are going to grab as much cash as they can," he said.

Fix the City, a super PAC that spent $22 million for Mr. Cuomo's losing bid in the Democratic primary, plans to continue operating as a pro-Cuomo, anti-Mamdani vehicle.

Empower NYC was the first super PAC directly supporting Mr. Adams, who has taken extraordinary steps to court big donors, including allowing the billionaire financiers Bill Ackman and Daniel S. Loeb to vet his campaign manager. Abe George, a friend of Mr. Adams's and its chairman, said he hopes to raise $15 million for the mayor.

"This guy survived Covid and the migrant crisis," Mr. George said in an interview. "Crime is down, jobs are up."

But Eleonora Srugo, a friend of Mr. Adams's who stars in Netflix's "Selling the City," filed paperwork this week to start another, Save the City PAC.

Initially, Mr. Burger also argued for strategically supporting Mr. Adams.

"We need one of these two candidates to drop out of the race by mid-September," Mr. Burger wrote in an email to associates Monday morning. "Tactically, we think spending money to try to move Adams in the polls helps accomplish this" by either boxing out Mr. Cuomo if Mr. Adams rises in popularity, or by persuading Mr. Adams to drop out of the race if he does not.

But during Monday's meeting to promote New Yorkers for a Better Future, Aby Rosen, whose RFR Holding LLC owns the Seagram Building, took issue with that approach, according to two meeting participants. Organizers gave assurances the group would be candidate-agnostic.

Mr. Rosen and Mr. Burger declined to comment for this story.

Mr. Mamdani, for his part, has at least two super PACs supporting him. One has yet to report much fund-raising. The other, New Yorkers for Lower Costs, has raised more than $100,000 since the primary. This week, the group is launching a merchandise store. "Freeze the Rent" beer koozies will retail for $6 a pop.

"The only faction that Adams and Cuomo have successfully consolidated are Trump donors, which only deepens their unpopularity with an overwhelmingly Democratic electorate," said Bill Neidhardt, spokesman for New Yorkers for Lower Costs.

New Yorkers for a Better Future, which only formed in July, appears to be having the most success with donors so far. Jeff Leb, an operative behind it, said he had already raised millions, though he would not give a precise total. Ricky Sandler, a financier who co-hosted Monday's event with Mr. Burger, has pledged $500,000. (The pledge was first reported by Hell Gate, a local news site.)

"This isn't just another election fight; it's a stand against a risky ideology," Mr. Leb said. "Civic, community, and business leaders across the city aren't about to hand New York's future over to an extremist."

Emma G. Fitzsimmons contributed reporting.
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Brown University Makes a Deal With the White House to Restore Funding

The deal, which will require Brown to spend $50 million, comes after two other Ivy League schools negotiated with the Trump administration to restore millions in research dollars.

The campus of Brown University in Providence, R.I.  Brian Snyder/Reuters



By Alan Blinder, Michael C. Bender, Sharon Otterman and Anemona Hartocollis



Jul 30, 2025 at 09:45 PM

Brown University, besieged by the Trump administration's pressure campaign against the country's most elite schools, struck a deal with the government on Wednesday, becoming the third Ivy League university in a month to reach an agreement with the White House.

The agreement, a copy of which Brown made public, calls for the university to make $50 million in payments to state work force development programs over a decade and requires Brown to comply with the Trump administration's vision on matters like transgender athletes and "merit-based" admissions policies.

The university, which is in Providence, R.I., secured a pledge from the government that the deal would not be used "to dictate Brown's curriculum or the content of academic speech." The Trump administration is also required to restore millions of dollars in federal research funding that it had blocked in recent months, and Brown avoided the naming of an independent monitor to oversee the deal.

Government officials had accused the school of harboring antisemitism after it became the site of pro-Palestinian protests over the war in Gaza. Brown denied any wrongdoing and hoped that the agreement would end months of turmoil. But it also opened the school to charges that it had capitulated to the Trump administration.

In an open letter on Wednesday, Brown's president, Christina H. Paxson, said the agreement "preserves the integrity of Brown's academic foundation, and it enables us as a community to move forward after a period of considerable uncertainty."

The Trump administration depicted the deal as an ideological victory. In a statement on Wednesday, the education secretary, Linda McMahon, argued that the deal would be part of a "lasting legacy of the Trump administration, one that will benefit students and American society for generations to come."

"The Trump administration is successfully reversing the decades-long woke-capture of our nation's higher education institutions," Ms. McMahon said.

The government had previously reached agreements with the University of Pennsylvania and, last week, Columbia University. White House officials are negotiating with Harvard University and representatives of other schools that have been similarly squeezed by President Trump's tactic of tying hundreds of millions of dollars -- or more -- in research funding to a school's acquiescence to government demands.

Brown has been among the most affected since administration officials said in April that they intended to block $510 million in funding from flowing to the school. The university never brought a court challenge, but for months leading up to Wednesday's deal, Dr. Paxson and other university leaders sounded increasingly dire warnings about Brown's financial standing. Last week, the university disclosed that it had borrowed $500 million, a loan that came after it had already secured $300 million.

But Dr. Paxson, like other university leaders, faced thorny debates about whether to negotiate with the White House. Many in academia have sharply criticized the government's tactics, likening them to measures pursued by authoritarians around the world.

Dr. Paxson appeared to sense the prospect of a backlash, even as she promoted the agreement, devoting more than 350 words of her letter to explain why Brown had elected to negotiate.

"I have consistently and publicly asserted Brown's commitment to meeting its obligations to follow the law, as well as our willingness to understand any valid concerns the government may have about the ways in which the university fulfills those legal obligations," Dr. Paxson wrote. "I stated that Brown should uphold its ethical and legal obligations while also steadfastly defending academic freedom and freedom of expression, for both the university as an institution and for individual members of our community."

The agreement, she said, allows Brown to "meet those dual obligations."

Brown's agreement with the government emerged one week after Columbia struck its deal with the Trump administration. The agreements, though similar in many respects, were not exact replicas. (Penn's settlement covered a narrower set of issues.)

Columbia, for instance, secured broader protections against potential government intrusion, with language that said the federal government could not use the deal to "dictate faculty hiring, university hiring, admissions decisions or the content of academic speech." Brown's agreement spoke only to blocking the government from shaping the school's "curriculum or the content of academic speech."

The Columbia deal required a $200 million fine to be paid directly to the federal government, while Brown's agreement allows the university to steer the money toward work force development programs that are conceivably beyond the White House's easy reach.

But one of the most essential differences involves how the deals will be enforced. Columbia agreed to the appointment of an independent monitor to oversee compliance. Brown, however, will work directly with the federal government.

The Brown, the Columbia and the Penn agreements offer the White House templates for future talks with schools like Harvard, which has been negotiating with the government for more than a month. The agreements, though, also show universities where the White House might budge.

The New York Times reported this week that Harvard was skeptical of agreeing to a Columbia-like monitor. The university had concerns that such a stipulation may infringe on its academic freedom. Harvard officials have also been reluctant to make a settlement payment directly to the government. But the university has signaled a willingness to spend up to $500 million in connection with a settlement.

Asked at the White House on Wednesday whether $500 million would be sufficient, Mr. Trump replied: "Well, it's a lot of money. We're negotiating with Harvard." The university has declined to comment on the negotiations.

Brown's ability to skirt a direct payment to the government could become a model for other schools. Mr. Trump himself had suggested an eagerness to redistribute some of the research money that powers top-tier research universities. In a social media post in May, he floated the idea of taking money stripped from Harvard and "giving it to TRADE SCHOOLS all across our land. What a great investment that would be for the USA, and so badly needed!!!"

Brown was among the government's targets this spring, when it essentially learned through the news media that the administration was looking to seize $510 million in research funding. Even for a school of Brown's wealth, the threat amounted to an extraordinary sum.

In its 2024 fiscal year, Brown received about $184 million through federal grants and contracts.

Many in Mr. Trump's political coalition scorned Brown for its approach to the protests that roiled campuses in 2024. As part of a deal with demonstrators, Brown became one of the only universities that agreed to consider demands from pro-Palestinian students who wanted divestment from Israel.

Although the university's governing board ultimately voted against taking that step, the university's willingness to bargain with protesters infuriated many conservatives.

Before her school came under such direct pressure from the White House, Dr. Paxson was more vocal than many higher education leaders about the Trump administration's tactics against prominent universities. In March, she said that the administration's "demands raise new and previously unthinkable questions about the future of academic freedom and self-governance for those that are committed to continuing to serve this country as leading research institutions."

At the time, she vowed that if Brown faced a confrontation "directly impacting our ability to perform essential academic and operational functions, we would be compelled to vigorously exercise our legal rights to defend these freedoms, and true to our values, we would do so with integrity and respect."

On Wednesday, she said that the agreement with the White House "evolved as Brown was engaged in ongoing interactions with the government relating to two federal agency reviews." But, she also said, Brown had never "been informed of any finding that the university violated any law."

J. Timmons Roberts, an environmental studies professor at Brown, said he was relieved that the settlement seemed less onerous than Columbia's.

"This feels like mostly things that Brown had to do anyway, and had already said it was going to do," said Dr. Roberts, who was among hundreds of faculty members who had signed a petition urging Brown to resist the Trump administration's demands. "It seems that Brown has navigated this process in a way that maintains its core mission."

And Ted Mitchell, the president of the American Council on Education, said he liked that the money would go toward work force projects, not the federal government.

Nonetheless, he said he remained disturbed that universities had been put in a position of negotiating deals with the government.

"We really look forward to engaging with this administration on matters of policy," he said. "But this isn't policy. This is simple extortion and deal-making, which has no place in a democracy."
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In a Reversal, Key Hurricane-Monitoring Data Will Stay Online

The Department of Defense said it no longer planned to shut down a program that makes satellite data publicly available to researchers and forecasters.

According to the Navy, the data will now remain available until the sensors stop working or until the monitoring program formally ends next year. NOAA
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Jul 30, 2025 at 05:04 PM

The Department of Defense has said it will cancel plans to discontinue a program that makes public satellite data that is crucial for hurricane forecasting and sea ice monitoring.

The decision, confirmed by the department on Tuesday in an email to The New York Times, is the latest about-face in the agency's plans for the data.

The National Atmospheric and Oceanic Administration, which hosts the data, shocked scientists by announcing in June that it would stop providing the information at the end of that month, citing "significant cybersecurity risk." A week later, the agency offered a temporary extension, saying that the data would remain available until July 31, which is just before the usual peak of hurricane season.

Now, two days before the latest end-of-month deadline, the agency has decided to keep the program running indefinitely. According to a Navy spokesperson who declined to be identified, it will remain available until the sensors stop working or until the program formally ends in September 2026.

"The center had planned to phase out the data as part of a Defense Department modernization effort," the spokesperson said. "But after feedback from government partners, officials found a way to meet modernization goals while keeping the data flowing."

The Navy declined to specify which government partners had provided feedback, or what concerns they had expressed. NOAA did not respond to a request for comment.

"It's great news for the forecast community and also, more broadly, the scientific community," said Michael Lowry, a meteorologist and hurricane specialist in Miami.

Even if the data will go offline eventually, Mr. Lowry said, now forecasters will have time to prepare. "There are a lot of systems that are affected when you just suddenly cut off the data," he said.

The Department of Defense program in question dates to 1962 and has launched more than a dozen satellites that collect weather data for military use, which NOAA has long made available to the public.

Two primary satellites remain orbiting near Earth's poles and are equipped with microwave sensors that can penetrate clouds. Unlike other satellite-based tools that forecasters use, this technology can provide a detailed snapshot of the planet's surface both night and day, and can be used to measure wave height and wind speed and to predict the path of a storm.

That gives forecasters round-the-clock insight into the conditions at the heart of a hurricane, which tend to intensify at night. Catching changes in a storm's path and intensity as early as possible can save lives by giving people more time to prepare or evacuate their homes.

The two polar satellites, launched in the early 2000s, are nearing the end of their useful lives, and the computer systems that manage the data are increasingly dated. Plans are in place to continue collecting similar data with a modernized satellite fleet.

The first of these upgraded satellites launched in 2024. But it takes time for a new craft to get fully set up, and it has not yet begun providing data with NOAA. Another new satellite is planned for launch in 2026.

"Any gap or lack of data is certainly not good," said Zachary Labe, a climate scientist at Climate Central, a nonprofit research group.

Researchers like Dr. Labe rely on the data from the satellites' microwave sensors to track long-term changes in polar sea ice. "It's really been the key data source that we have for monitoring one of the most prominent indicators of climate change, and that's Arctic sea ice loss," he said.

If NOAA had stopped providing data before the new satellites were ready, Dr. Labe said, it could have created a blind spot for scientists, who need continuous long-term records for climate models. It would also pose an immediate problem for shipping, transportation and communities in Arctic regions.
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Zelig Eshhar, Who Engineered Immune Cells to Fight Cancer, Dies at 84

He made a conceptual leap in immunotherapy by creating a hybrid T-cell, known as CAR-T, that was genetically modified to destroy cancer cells.

The immunologist Zelig Eshhar in 2014. His creation of the hybrid cell known as CAR-T was, one observer said, "a conceptual leap" that "transformed what once seemed a distant vision into an imminent reality." Weizmann Institute of Science
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Zelig Eshhar, an immunologist whose breakthrough research in the 1980s and '90s created a critical pathway to developing immunotherapies that attack particular cancers, died on July 3 at Tel Yitzhak, a kibbutz in central Israel. He was 84.

The death was confirmed by Tova Waks, Dr. Eshhar's longtime research assistant. She said he was diagnosed with dementia and stopped working about five years ago.

Dr. Eshhar's exploration of the human immune system began in the 1960s, during his Ph.D. studies at the Weizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot, near Tel Aviv. There, he focused on the T-cell, a type of white blood cell with the natural ability to fight germs and disease. It does that by enlisting the help of "a receptor that sits on the T-cell and binds with molecules of the foreign invader," Dr. Eshhar told the Israeli newspaper Haaretz in 2017.

"The binding activates the T-cell's killer mechanism," he added, "which eradicates the alien cell. Eradication occurs, for example, when a virus invades a body cell."

But it doesn't always work. "The mechanism by which the T-cell receptor identifies foreign molecules on cancerous cells and binds with them is not very efficient," he said, "so cancer cells occasionally evade them and develop in the body."

How, then, to improve the targeting ability of T-cells?

Dr. Eshhar's solution was to create antibodies that target molecules characteristic of cancer cells. By combining those antibodies with T-cells, he was able to produce a hybrid known as a chimeric antigen receptor T-cell, or CAR-T, which can grab onto the proteins, called antigens, that appear on cancer cells. Dr. Eshhar shared the credit for this innovation with Ms. Waks, his technician, and a doctoral student, Gideon Gross, who were both named in the CAR-T patent.

"It was a tinkerer's dream: a way to rewrite the intricate machinery of these cells," Scott Gottlieb, a former commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration, wrote in "The Miracle Century: Making Sense of the Cell Therapy Revolution," a book to be published by HarperCollins next year.

"Eshhar's invention was no minor tweak in the lab; it was a conceptual leap," Dr. Gottlieb added. "The notion that these genetically engineered immune cells could be re-engineered to home in on cancer transformed what once seemed a distant vision into an imminent reality."

Dr. Eshhar's CAR-T leap is the fundamental science behind immunotherapies that since 2017 have been approved by the F.D.A. to treat blood cancers like acute lymphoblastic leukemia, non-Hodgkin lymphoma and multiple myeloma. Small clinical trials of CAR-T therapies for ovarian and colorectal cancers have also shown promise, according to the National Cancer Institute.

"There's a direct line between Dr. Eshhar and these therapies," Dr. Dan Littman, an immunologist at NYU Langone Health, said in an interview. "It really was Eshhar who first showed that it could be done."

In an autobiographical essay provided by Ms. Waks, Dr. Eshhar wrote, "Our biggest satisfaction was that CAR-T therapy was approved by the F.D.A., and now patients benefit by getting the treatment all over the world."

In an example of the possibilities offered by CAR-T immunotherapy, a study published last month in the Journal of Clinical Oncology reported that 32 of the 97 patients with multiple myeloma, for whom immunotherapy was a last-ditch treatment, saw their cancers disappear and remain in remission after five years. The immunotherapy, developed by Legend Biotech, was delivered as "an infusion of the patient's own white blood cells that have been removed and engineered to attack the cancer," The New York Times reported.

Cancer specialists say that CAR-T therapies have saved the lives of thousands of people with blood cancers.

Dr. Eshhar was born Zelig Lipka on Feb. 25, 1941, in Petah Tikva, in what was then the British Mandate of Palestine. He grew up in Rehovot. His parents were both from Poland. His father, Jacob, was a truck driver who brought agricultural products to market; his mother, Sarah, was a teacher.

Dr. Eshhar's work was essential to the development of immunotherapies that have been approved by the Food and Drug Administration to treat blood cancers like acute lymphoblastic leukemia, non-Hodgkin lymphoma and multiple myeloma. Weizmann Institute of Science


Zelig, who grew up in Rehovot, enlisted in the Israeli Army and joined a brigade on a kibbutz. After his military service, he stayed on at the kibbutz, where he started his scientific career as a beekeeper. A year later, he left to study biochemistry at Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where he earned a bachelor's degree in 1963 and a master's in 1966.

The same year, he married Nomi Friedlander and changed his surname to Eshhar, the Hebrew word for a plant that grows in northern Israel.

Dr. Eshhar received his Ph.D. in chemical immunology in 1968 from the Weizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot; his thesis was on the role of T-cells. He went on to study at Harvard Medical School under Baruj Benacerraf, who would share the 1980 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for his discovery that the strength of an individual's immune response is controlled by a group of genes.

At Harvard, Dr. Eshhar began to focus on cancer as a target for T-cells.

"Benacerraf discovered a distinctive molecule that characterizes the cancer cells, and he wanted to get a handle on it," Dr. Eshhar told Haaretz in 2017. "That was my task, and I gained recognition when I succeeded because no one had done it previously."

He returned to the Weizmann Institute as a research fellow in 1976 and became a senior scientist in 1979, an associate professor in 1987 and a full professor in 1994. He was chairman of the department of immunology there from 1995 to 1998 and from 2002 to 2005.

A journal paper that Dr. Eshhar wrote on CAR-T in 1989, and a subsequent lecture, impressed Steven Rosenberg, the chief of the National Cancer Institute's surgery branch. He invited Dr. Eshhar to take a yearlong sabbatical in 1991 to help advance the institute's work on immunotherapy.

"Zelig's finding was clearly of enormous practical importance," Dr. Rosenberg said during a panel discussion in Boston in 2022, when Dr. Eshhar was awarded the Richard V. Smalley Memorial Award from the Society for Immunotherapy of Cancer.

Working with Dr. Patrick Hwu, a principal investigator, Dr. Eshhar applied his CAR-T model to ovarian cancer cells in mice, which led to a clinical trial.

"When you say CAR-T, it started with Zelig," Dr. Hwu, who is now president of Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa, Fla., said in an interview. "And the first time we used that technology for any cancer was at the N.C.I."

Dr. Eshhar continued to focus on CAR-T research and other subjects at the Weizmann Institute and at the Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center, where he was named head of immunological research in 2012.

In 2017, he told The Times of Israel that he wanted to improve CAR-T's "specificity to certain kinds of cancer" and its use in fighting autoimmune diseases.

Dr. Littman, of NYU Langone Health, said there had been recent success in clinical trials using CAR-T therapy to treat the autoimmune diseases lupus and scleroderma. "It all tracks back to Eshhar's work," he said.

Dr. Eshhar received the Israel Prize in Life Sciences in 2015 and, last year, the Canada Gairdner International Award, recognizing research that improves human health.

He is survived by a son, Nir Eshhar, and two daughters, Sharon Eshhar Lavie and Meirav Shirion Eshhar, from his marriage to Ms. Friedlander, from whom he was separated; six grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; two brothers, Samuel and Eran; and a sister, Esther Cohen. Dr. Eshhar's domestic partner, Lihi Semel, died in 2017.

In 2013, when the Weizmann Institute licensed Dr. Eshhar's patents for the CAR-T technology to Kite Pharma, he was paid $375,000; the biotechnology company was sold to Gilead Sciences in 2017 for $11.9 billion. 

At the time of the sale to Gilead, Kite said it had developed more than 10 therapies for various cancers using Dr. Eshhar's technology.

Arie Belldegrun, the chairman of Kite, recalled after Dr. Eshhar's death that at the signing of the licensing deal in 2013, Dr. Eshhar inscribed a 50-shekel note to him and another board member, to mark "a new beginning" for CAR-T therapy.

"Though small in size," Dr. Belldegrun said in a statement on Oncodaily, a cancer news website, "that note carries monumental symbolic value -- a belief in a better future."
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Rex White, Hailed as One of NASCAR's Greatest Drivers, Dies at 95

He dealt with the aftereffects of polio to become a prolific winner in the Grand National Series (now the NASCAR Cup) in the 1950s and '60s.

The NASCAR driver Rex White in 1960. He won 28 Grand National races in his career and finished in the top five 110 times and in the top 10 163 times. via Getty Images



By Richard Sandomir



Jul 25, 2025 at 10:15 PM

Rex White, the oldest surviving NASCAR champion, who grew up in the rural Southeast where souped-up cars loaded with illegal moonshine were part of the stock-car racing circuit's origin story, died on July 18 in Taylorsville, N.C. He was 95.

His niece Kay Baron said he died in hospice care at her home, where he had been living for a few years.

White started competing in the Grand National Series (now the NASCAR Cup Series) in 1956 and won two races in the 1958 season. The next year, he won five more.

In 1960, he had six triumphs in his No. 4 Chevrolet. In one of them, at the Old Dominion 500 at Martinsville Speedway in Virginia, he was challenged in the last 30 laps by Joe Weatherly.

"We bumped and banged around the track, exchanging so much paint I thought my car's gold color had changed," White recalled in "Gold Thunder: Autobiography of a NASCAR Champion" (2005, with Anne B. Jones).

White accumulated enough points throughout the season to take the 1960 Grand National Series championship. He raced strongly and efficiently: In 35 of 40 races, he finished in the top 10, including 25 times in the top five.

"I may be short," he wrote in "Gold Thunder," "but I felt tall and I was sitting on top of the world."

White, left, with his crew chief, Louis Clements, after winning the Gwyn Staley Memorial NASCAR Cup race at North Wilkesboro Speedway in North Carolina in 1961. via Getty Images


White stood only 5-foot-4, and his right leg had been shrunk by polio when he was a child, which left him with a limp. One newspaper called him a "five-foot-four-inch package of racing dynamite."

When White was a teenager, a horse track official asked if he wanted to be a jockey, promising him $60 a week with the possibility of much more if he succeeded.

"But I didn't want to ride any horses," White told The Sentinel of Winston-Salem, N.C., in 1959. "What the heck, I was raised on a farm and I didn't want to see any more horses -- even if you do get a little better view racing 'em than you do plowing 'em."

His size seemed irrelevant; he excelled, especially on short tracks and dirt tracks, against better-known rivals like Richard Petty, Junior Johnson, Ned Jarrett and Glenn (Fireball) Roberts.

Rex Allen White was born on Aug. 17, 1929, in Taylorsville, in the foothills of the Brushy Mountains in northwestern North Carolina, one of four children of Wade and Arlie (Moose) White. His father was a farmer, and his mother managed the home.

Rex became fascinated by cars as a child. He learned to drive a neighbor's truck when he was 6 and would sit in his family's Model T, playing with the steering wheel and dreaming of what he would do on the road.

He was diagnosed with polio at age 11. But after being treated at a hospital in Gastonia, N.C., and having his leg fitted with a brace, he returned to helping his father on the farm.

Rex's sleep was sometimes interrupted by his father's early-morning wake-up calls, or by the sound of screeching tires of moonshine-laden cars trying to evade federal revenue agents on a nearby road.

With their speedy cars, the moonshine drivers inevitably challenged one another to races. Some of NASCAR's early stars, like Junior Johnson, owned, built or drove moonshine cars.

White behind the wheel of his Chevrolet at the Daytona 500 NASCAR Cup race in 1960. via Getty Images


At 15, leaving Taylorsville, Rex hitchhiked with a friend to Washington, D.C., where he earned money as a dishwasher, a short-order cook and a mechanic. He watched races from the grandstand at West Lanham Speedway in Maryland, thrilling to cars that shot fire from their exhausts.

Over a few years, he worked as a crew member for one driver, Frankie Schneider, and built a car for another, Bill Steel. He started racing on dirt tracks in Tampa, Fla., and made his NASCAR debut in 1954 in the Sportsman Division (now the Xfinity Series), a level below Grand National, driving at West Lanham and other tracks.

He began his nine-year run on the Grand National circuit in 1956.

After winning the championship in 1960, White won seven races the next year, but finished second to Ned Jarrett for the title. He won eight times the year after that, but finished fifth in points overall.

Then, in 1963, he and other NASCAR drivers were jolted when General Motors pulled its engines and other support from Chevrolet and Pontiac racecars. About halfway through the season, White switched to Mercury, but with little success.

He had no victories that year or in 1964, when he drove in only six races. In his final Grand National race, the Dixie 400 in Atlanta, he led until his engine stalled, and he finished in fifth place.

White in 2015, when he was inducted into the NASCAR Hall of Fame. Nell Redmond/Associated Press


In all, White won 28 Grand National races. In 233 starts, he finished in the top five 110 times and in the top 10 163 times. He was named one of NASCAR's 50 greatest drivers in 1998 and inducted into the NASCAR Hall of Fame in 2015.

White was known as a smart tactician on the track and a savvy chassis designer.

James Hylton, who was a member of White's pit crew, told The Atlanta Journal in 1993: "If he was driving today, he'd be so far ahead of these other guys that it would be unreal. He's Earnhardt caliber" -- a reference to Dale Earnhardt Sr., the Hall of Fame driver known as the Intimidator, who won seven top NASCAR titles.

White leaves no immediate survivors. His marriage to Edith Byrd ended in divorce, and their daughter, Brenda, died. His marriage to Jeannette Adamson ended with her death.

In November 1964, White fractured a vertebra in a car accident in Mexico. He returned to racing a few months later in the Sportsman series, wearing a crotch-to-neck brace. But at the end of the season, he wrote in his memoir, he was broke and left racing to be the service manager for a Plymouth dealer in Georgia. He later worked as a trucker and a forklift operator.

"It is incongruous," The Atlanta Journal wrote in 1999. "A former NASCAR champion now drives a forklift that can't go faster than 15 m.p.h."
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James Leprino, 'Willy Wonka of Cheese' Who Revolutionized Pizza, Dies at 87

He turned a small family grocery store into a mozzarella empire, producing most of the cheese for American pizza chains like Domino's, Papa Johns and Pizza Hut.

James Leprino, right, in 1978, with Wesley Allen, then the president of Leprino Foods. "The company's production of mozzarella is the envy of the U.S. cheese industry," The Denver Post Magazine said in 1995. John Prieto/The Denver Post, via Getty Images



By Michael S. Rosenwald



Jul 26, 2025 at 01:00 PM

James Leprino, who transformed his family's small Italian grocery store in Denver into a mozzarella empire, producing 85 percent of the cheese for pizzas in the United States as the primary supplier for chains like Domino's, Papa Johns and Pizza Hut, died on June 19. He was 87.

Mr. Leprino's death, which has not been widely reported, was announced in a statement from the Leprino Foods Company in Colorado. The statement did not say where he died or give a cause.

Called "the Willy Wonka of cheese" by Forbes magazine, Mr. Leprino owned a company that industrialized the production and sale of mozzarella, making him a seminal figure in the piping-hot rise of pizza on the American food pyramid, as well as a billionaire twice over.

In accelerating the exportation of pizza from neighborhood pizzerias to delivery chains and frozen-food aisles, Mr. Leprino's company had to reinvent the process of making mozzarella.

With more than 50 patents for cheese making, Leprino Foods reduced the aging process for mozzarella from 14 days to four hours; created a preservative mist to prevent crumbling; and adopted quick-freezing methods that had previously been used for peas.

"The company's production of mozzarella is the envy of the U.S. cheese industry," The Denver Post Magazine said in 1995. "The U.S. steel industry found huge productivity gains when it developed technologies to continuously cast long, thin slabs of sheet steel from molten metal. Leprino has perfected the same process with mozzarella."

Pizza makers coveted the company's cheese, which could be baked on pizzas even if it was frozen.

"Leprino has developed a product that is extremely free-flowing," Fred Parkinson, Domino's chief cheese buyer, told the magazine. "Every second we save in a store is where we achieve our speed. It's a hassle if an operator has to break up clumps of cheese before spreading it on a pie. It slows us down."

Testing the consistency of the cheese at the Leprino Foods headquarters in Denver, in an undated photo. Helen H. Richardson/The Denver Post, via Getty Images


With billions in annual revenue, Leprino Foods was among the most powerful food companies in the world during Mr. Leprino's long tenure as chief executive. It was also among the most secretive; the company rarely granted interviews with executives, especially Mr. Leprino, who valued his privacy as much as the stretchability of his cheese.

The journalist Frederick Kaufman tried to talk to him while writing "Bet the Farm: How Food Stopped Being Food" (2012), a book about the global food industry.

"My own repeated attempts to contact James Leprino," Mr. Kaufman wrote, "took me up a ladder of increasingly paranoid cheese executives until I found someone who was quite willing to talk to me for an hour -- off the record."

But in 2017, Mr. Leprino granted an interview to Chloe Sorvino of Forbes magazine.

"I don't know if it was my Italian last name or what," Ms. Sorvino said to Kai Ryssdal on the public radio program "Marketplace" shortly after her article appeared in print, under the headline "The Big Cheese."

Even Mr. Leprino was surprised to find himself telling his life story to a reporter.

"It's hard for me to believe I agreed to this," he told Ms. Sorvino.

James Gerald Leprino was born on Nov. 22, 1937, in Denver. His parents, Michael and Susie (Pergola) Leprino, were Italian immigrants who started Leprino & Sons in 1950, at the corner of 38th Avenue and Shoshone Street in the city's Little Italy.

The store was the go-to spot for handmade ricotta, ravioli and a type of mozzarella known as scamorza. Jim, the youngest of five children, joined the business after graduating from high school in 1956.

He had been hanging out at pizza shops with his buddies and figured out that local pizzerias were buying 5,000 pounds of cheese a week. "I thought, 'This is a good market to go after,' so I did," he told Forbes.

It was a well-timed move: Pizza Hut and Little Caesars were opening their first stores. Mr. Leprino hired Lester Kielsmeier, a cheesemaker from Wisconsin, who ultimately became the lead author of more than a dozen Leprino Foods patents, including "Process of preparing mozzarella cheese for shipment or storage" and "Method of baking pizza from coated frozen cheese granules."

"I would tell people, 'Lester is the man that made me rich,'" Mr. Leprino said.

In 1968, as Pizza Hut began rapidly expanding, the company wanted to simplify its operations. The chain turned to Mr. Leprino.

"After hearing that shredding five-pound cheese blocks in the franchises was time-consuming and inconsistent, Leprino Foods started selling frozen, presliced blocks," Ms. Sorvino wrote in Forbes. "For the first time, pizza-makers could simply layer a few slices onto each pie."

Mr. Leprino in an undated photo. He rarely granted interviews, valuing his privacy as much as the stretchability of his cheese. Leprino Foods


As other pizza chains expanded, and demand for his cheese increased, Mr. Leprino shored up his supply chain, opening manufacturing plants throughout the country, typically near large dairy cooperatives. He negotiated long-term contracts with suppliers to keep competitors at bay.

"Jim was always one step ahead of the game," Jerry Graf, a former cheese buyer for Pizza Hut, told Forbes.

One of the many quirks of running a mozzarella empire is that Leprino Foods sold the same main ingredient of pizza to companies that were in competition with one another. But Mr. Leprino had a solution for that, too. He maintained separate test ovens for Pizza Hut, Papa Johns and Domino's, and each company was able to order a slightly different formulation of mozzarella.

"So, Pizza Hut, you might be able to recognize it from small, dark bubbles on top," Ms. Sorvino told "Marketplace." "They spray on an additive before the cheese-making process begins, and depending what's in that additive, they're able to make that cheese work differently."

"Behave differently in the oven?" Mr. Ryssdal asked.

"I mean the bubble content, the melt, how much they want it to melt, how much they don't want it to melt," Ms. Sorvino said. "It's all through these engineering innovations that they've patented."

Mr. Leprino is survived by his wife, Donna Leprino; their daughters, Gina Vecchiarelli and Terry Leprino; two granddaughters; and a great-granddaughter.

"My success," he told Forbes, "is a fairy tale."
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The Editorial Board


Gaza's Hunger Is a Moral Crisis

 Illustration by Rebecca Chew/The New York Times



By The Editorial Board
The editorial board is a group of opinion journalists whose views are informed by expertise, research, debate and certain longstanding values. It is separate from the newsroom.


Jul 30, 2025 at 07:47 PM

The hunger in Gaza is an urgent moral crisis. Its two million people lack adequate food, and at least 16 children under 5 have died of hunger-related causes in the past couple of weeks. Israel's often reckless administration of its war and occupation has helped create this emergency, and Israel has a unique power to alleviate it. It must do so.

How the situation has come to this is a matter of intense dispute, of course. It is certainly true that Hamas's leaders could end the crisis by releasing the hostages they continue to hold and surrendering in a war they started and are losing. Yet the cease-fire talks between Hamas and Israel remain stalled, with each side insisting on conditions that remain unacceptable to the other. The best solution, for Palestinians and Israelis alike, includes a return of the hostages, an end to the war and a new Gaza government. While that outcome remains out of reach, Gazans need to eat.

Israel bears the greatest responsibility for the lack of food because its military controls so much of Gaza, including its borders. The excuses offered by the government of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu -- that the aid organizations are incompetent and Hamas diverts the aid -- are unpersuasive. Even some Israeli military officials have questioned this rationale.

The core problem instead stems from a push by far-right members of Mr. Netanyahu's government to cut off aid from international groups. Israel did so early this year. In their place, Israel and the United States established the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation and said it would handle the job. Mr. Netanyahu and his ministers claimed the switch was necessary because Hamas had corrupted the previous system by hoarding supplies for its fighters and selling aid at a profit, but that earlier system was clearly more effective than the new one.

The Gaza Humanitarian Foundation has operated only four distribution centers for Gaza's entire population, compared with more than 400 that the United Nations and other aid groups previously operated. Hundreds of Gazans have died during frantic melees at the four distribution sites, sometimes killed by gunfire from Israeli troops. The images of emaciated children and people desperately reaching out with empty bowls make clear that the new system has failed. Even President Trump, normally a close ally of Mr. Netanyahu, has acknowledged as much. On Monday the president said that there was "real starvation" in Gaza and that "we have to get the kids fed."

If Mr. Netanyahu considered the previous aid system to present unacceptable security risks, he must create an alternative that allows Gazans to eat. And if he wants to prevent stolen aid from becoming a major source of Hamas revenue, he should allow food to be plentiful in Gaza and make it less of a scarce resource.

This conflict has left tens of thousands of civilians dead, turned much of Gaza to rubble, caused shortages of fuel and medicine and is now threatening to create a famine. A report from a United Nations-backed group published on Tuesday concluded that a third of Gazans were going days without eating. The humanitarian aid entering the strip is "barely a trickle" of what the population needs, the U.N. has said. Dr. Ahmed al-Farra, the head of the pediatric ward of a hospital in southern Gaza, recently told The Times, "There is no one in Gaza now outside the scope of famine, not even myself."

The attention on the crisis in recent days has increased the pressure to resolve it. Israel, Egypt, Jordan and the United Arab Emirates have airdropped food into the territory. Israel's military has paused fighting in heavily populated areas from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. to allow food convoys to reach distribution centers. Mr. Trump said he would seek to expand supplies reaching Gaza. Tom Fletcher, the U.N. under secretary general for humanitarian affairs, said Israel's recent steps were welcome but far from what is required.

He is correct. The world can do much more. Israel can allow far more aid organizations to enter Gaza and ensure their safety. The Trump administration can press for the return of international aid groups. Arab states can send more aid and increase pressure on Hamas to agree to a cease-fire.

Ultimately, ending the terrible suffering that Gazans have endured will require a cease-fire and a peace agreement that allows a new future in which neither Hamas nor Israel runs Gaza. Until that happens, people need food.

Source photograph by NurPhoto/Getty Images.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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Guest Essay


Lina Khan: A Secret to Zohran Mamdani's Success

 Mark Power/Magnum Photos



By Lina M. Khan
Ms. Khan was chair of the Federal Trade Commission in the Biden administration.


Jul 29, 2025 at 10:00 AM

One of the most underappreciated aspects of Zohran Mamdani's successful primary campaign for New York City mayor was its connection to small business. He stopped by halal carts and bodegas and asked what challenges they faced. It is the kind of outreach that teaches policymakers about real problems in our economy and can help build trust and lasting relationships.

It is also too rare. 

Fighting for an economy where small businesses can thrive was once core to the Democratic Party. Democrats built a lasting coalition by shifting economic power to ordinary Americans, checking the power of big business, and expanding the middle class. But for decades, the party has largely ceded issues important to small businesses to Republicans.

During the New Deal, small businesses were a key part of Democrats' coalition, with President Franklin Roosevelt championing "economic freedom for the wage earner and the farmer and the small-business man."

The government gave workers greater rights and protections and checked the power of big business in banking, retailing and agriculture. Placing checks on big business while ensuring fair opportunity for labor and small business was recognized as a path for ensuring dignified work and growing the middle class.

Since President Bill Clinton, however, the mainstream of the Democratic Party has too often treated small business as little more than a talking point. Mr. Clinton may have heaped praise on "the entrepreneurial spirit" of small-business leaders, but his embrace of President Ronald Reagan's "big is better" antitrust policy fueled industry consolidation and allowed monopolists to squeeze out smaller rivals. Clinton-era deregulation also spurred a soaring number of bank mergers, reducing the number of places where an entrepreneur could get a loan.

From 1980 to 2020, as the share of the economy accounted for by small businesses fell, big business interests began spending heavily in elections, bending the ears of many Democrats and sometimes skewing how they saw the economy. Even when Democratic policies were better for small businesses than Republican policies, Democrats didn't make a sustained effort to court small-business owners and turn them into a reliable base of support.

During the first three years of the Biden administration, the United States saw more new business applications than in any other period in American history, but it wasn't enough to fully integrate small businesses into the mainstream of the Democratic coalition.

This is a mistake -- and it's time to fix it.

Small businesses are critical for our economy. They drive more than half of American job creation, power breakthrough innovations, create strong local economies and make our markets more resilient. They are also good for our democracy, giving communities more local control and creating checks against concentrated power.

Small businesses aren't a monolith. They can range from e-commerce start-ups to food truck vendors to dry-cleaning businesses to musicians in a band.

Business owners enjoy the freedom and self-determination that come with being their own boss and the sense of stewardship that comes with knowing the buck stops with them. They also often share a common struggle: a marketplace increasingly dominated by corporate giants and gatekeepers that use coercive and abusive tactics to squeeze them out.

As chair of the Federal Trade Commission, I often heard small businesses talk about how dominant middlemen squeeze them out, how exclusionary contract terms keep them from reaching customers and how noncompete clauses block them from hiring the talent they need to grow. Many said that powerful trade associations didn't represent their interests and that they had given up on Washington a long time ago.

Pharmacists came to the F.T.C. desperate for help. They described how pharmacy benefit managers -- powerful middlemen owned by health care giants like CVS and United Health Group -- can effectively dictate which drugs they can offer and how much they'll be reimbursed.

One pharmacist cited no longer being able to sell lifesaving medications below cost and would soon be closing. Another shared that customers were now being required to use mail-order pharmacies owned by the conglomerates -- a costly change for patients who risk having their medicines spoil in hot delivery vans rather than being able to pick them up nearby.

Similar dynamics are playing out across sectors: Physicians and veterinarians face pressure from private equity owners, local grocers battle discriminatory prices, and tech start-ups risk extinction due to an algorithm tweak by a Big Tech giant. This outcome is not some economic inevitability but rather a direct result of policy choices that have allowed dominant companies to concentrate control over key channels of commerce and engage in coercion and abuse.

At the F.T.C., we issued a rule banning noncompete clauses. (Big business lobbyists sued to contest the rule, which is in legal limbo.) We challenged illegal tactics that let dominant digital platforms drastically inflate the fees that entrepreneurs and start-ups must pay to reach customers. We prohibited gag orders imposed on franchisees, making it easier for these small businesses to speak up when they're being pushed around or sold a bad deal.

This work was part of a broader effort to reinvigorate America's antimonopoly laws, passed over a century ago to promote fair competition and protect economic freedom.

Yet opposing monopolies isn't a niche policy for a single federal agency. Democrats at every level of government can do the same, using the levers at their disposal to push for a more fair and competitive economy.

Strikingly, Democrats with a range of ideological commitments have found success by making the needs of small businesses an important part of their policies and politics. Representative Marie Gluesenkamp Perez, a Democrat who serves a district in rural Washington State also won by President Trump, has focused on how farmers are worse off because of market consolidation and championed "right to repair" policies that would make it easier for small businesses to fix their equipment.

She and Mr. Mamdani have different politics, but they both demonstrate a deep understanding of the economic challenges their constituents face and an unusual fluency in the specifics of what these struggles look like day-to-day.(I attended a campaign event with Mr. Mamdani to discuss corporate power earlier this summer.)

Democrats can win back the trust of small businesses, but it will require more than better messaging or showing up for a photo op. We need more officials in the party to make it crystal clear that fighting for a level playing field is a core value of the Democratic Party -- even when it means standing up to big business and corporate abuse.

The opportunity is ripe. Mr. Trump's tariffs could destroy many small businesses, which have fewer resources to weather chronic economic uncertainty and may be forced by big businesses to absorb the cost increases.

This isn't a small task. But if Democrats take it up in earnest, it could both make small business part of a winning coalition and deliver an economy that is stronger and fairer. Our party and our country would be better for it.

Lina M. Khan was chair of the Federal Trade Commission in the Biden administration.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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Guest Essay


Trump Wants You to Believe Climate Change Isn't Dangerous

Video: 



By Solomon Hsiang and Marshall Burke
Dr. Hsiang and Dr. Burke are professors at Stanford who measure how climate influences human health and economic systems.


Jul 30, 2025 at 10:02 AM

We study the effects of climate change on people. We know, from the best available science, that climate change will endanger the health and livelihood of most Americans alive today.

After a long and sweeping review, the U.S. government came to a similar conclusion in 2009, when the federal Environmental Protection Agency issued a so-called endangerment finding -- a move that signaled a high level of government confidence in the data it was reviewing.

The finding established that carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases that cause climate change are harmful pollutants. In turn, this meant that these gases could be regulated by the Clean Air Act, empowering the E.P.A. to issue regulations on emissions of these gases from cars, trucks, power plants and other sources, backed by stronger science.

Reasonable people will disagree about how best to address climate change. The purpose of America's endangerment findings is to acknowledge that a hazard exists so that the government can protect Americans from it. Think of the finding like car headlights in the dark, helping us see dangers ahead and avoid them.

The Trump administration this week took the first step to overturn the finding, by issuing a proposal that claims that the rule is scientifically and legally invalid, as well as unjustifiably costly. After a comment period, the administration could try to finalize the withdrawal of the finding next year.

The consequence -- and likely goal -- of the administration's gamble, if it succeeds against inevitable legal challenges, will be to begin unraveling several regulations that have begun to make a dent in America's contribution to climate change and the hazards it creates.

A key element of the administration's proposal is to redefine what it means for air pollution to cause harm. If a pollutant causes climate change, it would no longer count as hurting us. This runs counter to both basic logic and a growing mountain of science documenting direct harms from greenhouse gas emissions via climate change.

Why are we so confident in the dangers ahead? Humans are highly adaptable and Americans are particularly so, but the data and evidence indicate that climate change will cause many Americans to die earlier than they otherwise would. High temperatures will kill Americans by stressing underlying conditions, such as heart disease. We expect that intensifying hurricanes, more frequent floods and smoke from more frequent forest fires together will most likely kill millions of Americans in the coming century. 

In addition to intensifying natural threats, climate change will make households and communities in America more dangerous for their inhabitants. Environmental conditions affect our bodies and minds, particularly how we make decisions and turn to violence. Higher temperatures are associated with more miscarriages and more domestic violence. While perhaps surprising, the link between rape and temperature is one of the strongest findings in our field. We fear that additional heat from climate change will lead to more suicides, murders and assaults.

Climate change will increase the frequency and intensity of acute disasters, such as the recent devastating fires in Maui, Los Angeles and Paradise, Calif.; the floods in Texas; and the hurricane damage in Puerto Rico and North Carolina. As health insurance and property insurance become more expensive or access to coverage disappears, coping with these risks will be increasingly expensive. Taxpayers will bear many additional costs when uninsured losses fall to public social safety net programs.

Farmers are expected to suffer some of the most serious losses to climate change. Annual crop losses throughout much of the Corn Belt are projected to be significant. Agricultural innovation, which we once expected to compensate for these losses, appears more sluggish than predicted. Losing access to water resources will drive up costs for farmers, and climate change will hurt the value of American farmland.

The Trump administration argues that slowing greenhouse gas emissions has harmed the economy and impedes business -- but climate change will, too, only more so. Economic growth will slow, food prices will very likely rise, and vast tracts of American real estate will lose value. We predict that workers will become less productive, less happy and more prone to safety errors. Demands on public services will increase while the cost of servicing new debt will probably rise. In contrast, climate change is expected to generally enhance some economic opportunities for Russia and Canada.

Parents may feel a growing urgency to warn their children about climate change, since it will reduce their opportunities in life. Exposure to high temperatures in school or regional disasters lowers their ability to learn and perform well on exams. Rising temperatures at home and other climate changes worsen sleep, exercise, mental health and happiness.

Learning about the consequences of climate change can feel overwhelming and scary, like staring over the edge of a cliff. Unlike our ancestors who relied on stars, tea leaves and fortune tellers to try to peer into the future, we have data and scientific tools that empower us to understand the results of the different choices in front of us.

Previously, the E.P.A. led the world in bringing the best available science to climate policy discussions. Overturning the endangerment finding would bench the agency right when we need the E.P.A.'s tools the most.

There are opportunities to push back. The public can comment on the administration's proposal. And when legal challenges to this rollback end up in federal court, judges should recognize the overwhelming evidence on the dangers of greenhouse gases to Americans.

Solomon Hsiang and Marshall Burke teach at the Doerr School of Sustainability at Stanford University.
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John McWhorter


Do These Jeans Make My Ad Look Racist?

 Illustration by Sam Whitney/The New York Times; source images by cokada and angelhell/Getty Images



By John McWhorter
Opinion Writer


Jul 29, 2025 at 10:20 PM

Have you heard the rumor that the clothing company American Eagle is using racist propaganda to sell clothing? That's the allegation that bubbled up on social media in response to the company's new ad campaign featuring the actress Sydney Sweeney and a pun.

Sweeney, best known for her roles on the television shows "Euphoria" and "The White Lotus" and the film "Anyone but You," has been featured in advertising campaigns for products ranging from expensive Korean cosmetics to Baskin-Robbins ice cream, but it's the American Eagle ads that really caught some people's eye. In one spot, the camera slowly pans over her supine body as she zips up her fly and explains, "Genes are passed down from parents to offspring." Turning to the camera, she adds, "My jeans are blue." In another ad, she walks up to a billboard that says, "Sydney Sweeney has great genes." A moment later, the last word has been crossed out and replaced with "jeans."

The message of the ads seems to be that Sweeney has good genes because she's attractive. Beneath that, perhaps, is the hint that people can get a bit of her good fortune by buying her jeans. But a number of observers heard something more upsetting: A young, attractive, blond woman talking about genes -- especially "great" ones -- and offspring sounded to them like a dog whistle about eugenics.

One social media post called it "genuinely scary." Another opined: "The American Eagles ad wasn't just a commercial. It was a love letter to white nationalism and eugenic fantasies, and Sydney Sweeney knew it."

"Praising Sydney Sweeney for her great genes in the context of her white, blond hair blue eye appearance," a commentator said on TikTok. "It is one of the loudest and most obvious racialized dog whistles we've seen and heard in a while. When those traits are consistently uplifted as genetic excellence, we know where this leads. This just echoes pseudoscientific language of racial superiority."

As for good (or great) genes, Robin Landa, an expert on advertising and branding, told Newsweek that the expression "was once central to American eugenics ideology, which promoted white genetic superiority and enabled the forced sterilization of marginalized groups."

The whole thing made me wonder -- as I have on many other occasions -- what the statute of limitations should be on historically tarnished terms. Are some terms really off limits forever because of what they meant to people long ago?

The word "spook," for instance, once used as an anti-Black slur, is these days more commonly associated with ghosts and goblins. Last year at Harper College, in Palatine, Ill., a flier for a Halloween event included the word "spooktac-Q-lar." A campus editorialist objected, arguing that such words "should be retired, not because we seek to erase history, but because we are committed to creating a future where everyone feels respected and heard." An increasing number of people have made similar suggestions.

I doubt a vast majority of Black Americans would see this kind of ceremonial politesse as necessary or even relevant. Experiences will differ, but I, for one, close to 60 years old, have never heard the word used in that context, even in jest.

A similar problem has arisen with "tar baby," an expression that had an early life as an anti-Black slur but today more typically means something you get a hold of but then can't let go. In 2011, Representative Doug Lamborn warned that if debt ceiling negotiations failed, voters would "hold the president responsible. Now, I don't even want to have to be associated with him. It's like touching a tar baby, and you get it, you're stuck and you're a part of the problem now and you can't get away."

Not Lamborn's best day: Because the president in question -- Barack Obama -- is Black, it sounded as though Lamborn was using the term to denigrate him. Lamborn apologized, but the journalist David Sirota wrote that the gaffe showed "how various forms of racism are still being mainstreamed by the fringe right."

Was that really what was going on -- as opposed to just a clumsy turn of phrase? If so, how to explain the equally self-righteous harrumphing when Mitt Romney used the phrase while discussing a highway project; a White House spokesman, Tony Snow, used it in reference to telephone surveillance, and John McCain mentioned it while talking about divorce procedures.

A desire for respectful discourse does not outweigh the obvious fact that a word or expression can have two meanings, one of them widely understood and one of them antique and little known. Romney and Snow indicated that they didn't know "tar baby" could be used as a slur; McCain and Lamborn emphasized in their apologies that they were not intending to use it that way. On this one as well, I, at least, was unaware until I encountered the blowback.

Are we Black Americans really so delicate that we (or our fellow travelers) should demand that America be ever on lexical tiptoes, shielding us from supposed reminders of a grievous past?

On the television series "The Gilded Age," Gladys is a young heiress married against her will to an English duke. Spirited off to his dreary estate and cringing under the withering smirks of her sister-in-law, she moans, "There are so many rules!"

American linguistic culture can feel like that these days. People from both left and right tell us what we are not allowed to say, for reasons that feel more performative than urgent. We grapple with a willfully tricky and ever-accreting volume of etiquette.

In many cultures around the world, speaking the name of deceased ancestors is taboo; in some cultures, that extends even to words that merely sound like their names. I doubt this is where we want to go.

Language changes; culture changes; labels are reassigned. And a blond, blue-eyed actress talking about jeans -- or even genes -- is just a pun, not a secret salute to white supremacy.
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Did We Miss the Happy Ending in 'Hamlet'?

Responding to a guest essay, readers offer different ways to view "Hamlet."

 Morten Kantso


Jul 30, 2025 at 05:50 PM

To the Editor:

Re "Listen to 'Hamlet.' Feel Better," by Jeremy McCarter (Opinion guest essay, July 23):

I appreciate Mr. McCarter's provocative thoughts on William Shakespeare's "Hamlet." I agree with most of them, but the conclusion is off.

Hamlet is ready to face death in the lines quoted at the end of this essay, but not because he has found peace, at least not completely. While the play can indeed be read as a coming-of-age story, "outgrowing" gloom, whether about the past or future, is not really the point.

Mr. McCarter points out that Hamlet's curiosity has sustained him through his dark times. But it is something more than that. Hamlet is fiercely dedicated to finding out the truth, revealing it and correcting the lies and calumnies told to conceal it. When he knows his death is near, his final plea to Horatio is to "tell my story."

Hamlet's great life force comes from his unquenchable desire to help the truth to "will out," as it were. The rest, as he says in his dying breath, is silence.

Dorothy Dean Walton
Mexico City

To the Editor:

I taught "Hamlet" for 35 years, mostly to gifted high school seniors. I witnessed numerous adaptations and costume updates. Never did anyone take this tack. I love the idea of an uplifted and resolved Hamlet who has learned to live in the moment! My students would have loved it, too. Particularly in these trying and confusing times.

Dana Edenbaum
Bala Cynwyd, Pa.

To the Editor:

"If it be now, 'tis not to come: if it be not to come, it will be now: if it be not now, yet it will come: the readiness is all." So says Hamlet. This is wisdom beyond common or good sense; it is elemental. And it answers another gloomy Shakespearean character's thesis by showing how to travel the way to dusty death.

In readiness, the full acceptance of one's brief spin, one can find the peace necessary to travel that way to its end -- with life at one's back but still capable of fueling the engines of creativity, kindness and love.

Hamlet did, in the end, see the prospect of fulfilling life's promise after so much sorrow and angst. But the play would have it that there was a conspiracy against him and he dies too soon to complete his new mission.

It is a prophecy we all face that conspires against us and never fails -- distracting ourselves with endlessly annoying false conspiracies of our own making. Americans, above all others today, would benefit from a little of the wisdom that Hamlet gained.

Jay D. Stebley
Sacramento

To the Editor:

Jeremy McCarter offers some good reasons Shakespeare's "tortured, fretful, ruminating student" can be understood by audiences today. Some of those same reasons are what also made Hamlet the Romantic poster boy for disaffected youth for much of the 19th century.

However, I would like to add a footnote to Mr. McCarter's fairly comforting take on the prince's dying frame of mind.

Hamlet's status in the play as a university student would have identified the prince with the then-flourishing academic movement of humanist philosophy. Humanism promoted the belief that intellectual inquiry -- asking lots of questions and analyzing data -- would allow people to sufficiently understand what went on around them and to thrive under their own intellectual steam.

But Shakespeare's play ultimately denies that. All that Hamlet learns with his questioning and hypothesizing, however accurate, is that it cannot be relied upon for any kind of physical or emotional security. And the prince dies certain of that.

If, as Mr. McCarter says, Hamlet still ultimately finds his own "peace" of mind in an otherwise "incomprehensible world," then the truly sustained tragic element in the play may be just this: Shakespeare's apparently pessimistic death knell for the humanist promise that, with enough learning and thinking, we can successfully negotiate our way in the world.

Steven Doloff
New York

To the Editor:

Unlike Jeremy McCarter, I do not find -- nor expect to find -- "peace" at the end of "Hamlet." When Hamlet observes "the readiness is all," the line signals to my Dane-like brain that resignation to life's mad confusion and distress is about all we can allow ourselves.

When my wife of 47 years suffered a severely debilitating stroke nearly a decade ago, I asked her how she managed to carry on with such an outward show of peace. I asked her if she had somehow "resigned" herself to her severe physical restrictions. I marveled at her courage then -- I still do now.

Her reply has remained with me: "I'm not resigned, but accepting." Perhaps that's all we can hope for in this life.

Steven J. Masello
Wilmette, Ill.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/opinion/hamlet-william-shakespeare.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            The Arts
          
        

      

      Business Day

      
        Countries Promise Trump to Buy U.S. Gas, and Leave the Details for Later
        U.S. trading partners are committing to buy more gas than they need or than the U.S. can produce, at least in the short term.

      

      
        Starbucks Sees Improvement Even as Global Same-Store Sales Slip Again
        The C.E.O., Brian Niccol, said the coffee chain's turnaround was in progress, and sales in China increased for first time in more than a year.

      

      
        Company That Owns Apartments.com Sues Zillow Over Rental Listing Photos
        The chief executive of CoStar Group, which owns Apartments.com, said Zillow has 'stolen' thousands of images to bolster its business.

      

      
        How to Put Your Phone in Vacation Mode
        You can silence nonessential alerts and calls on your iPhone or Android device for later but still allow designated people and apps to reach you.

      

      
        Mercedes and Porsche Squeezed by U.S. Tariffs and Slowdown in China
        Germany's leading luxury automakers are sharply scaling back expectations for the rest of the year.

      

      
        
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            The Arts
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Countries Promise Trump to Buy U.S. Gas, and Leave the Details for Later

U.S. trading partners are committing to buy more gas than they need or than the U.S. can produce, at least in the short term.

A Venture Global LNG plant in Cameron, La. A significant portion of U.S. exports of LNG come from the Gulf Coast. Martha Irvine/Associated Press



By Lydia DePillis and Rebecca F. Elliott
Lydia DePillis reported from Seoul, and Rebecca Elliott from New York.


Jul 31, 2025 at 05:00 AM

Trade negotiations have for years focused on the rules of the road for commerce between nations.

Under President Trump, the deal making has been more direct, especially when it comes to energy. Countries are now agreeing to purchase American fossil fuels, in specific amounts and often years into the future, whether or not their economies will demand it or whether the United States will have the ability to supply it.

That adds a layer of government sway over what are typically open market transactions. And it's not clear how -- or whether -- political leaders will get private companies to go along.

"This is new, and generally that's because in trade agreements you want things that are clear and enforceable," said David Goldwyn, a former U.S. diplomat and U.S. Energy Department official. "These energy commitments are neither clear nor necessarily enforceable. They're more aspirational, political encouragements."

The European Union, for example, committed to purchase $750 billion in U.S. energy products -- including crude oil, nuclear reactor fuel, natural gas and other petroleum derivatives -- over three years. On an annual basis, that would amount to more than three times the amount the bloc bought last year from the United States.



The European Union has been buying more American gas since Russia, previously a big supplier, attacked Ukraine in 2022, and there is appetite to buy more. But purchasing $250 billion a year would require the bloc to use the United States as essentially its only supplier.

"They would have to not buy from anybody else, and that would just be an enormous amount of dependency on one country, whether it's us or anybody else," said Jason Feer, an analyst at the energy and ship brokerage Poten & Partners. "And the whole premise of modern energy systems, energy supply, is you always want some diversity."

Conversely, $250 billion is around 80 percent of the total amount that the United States exported to the entire world in 2025, according to a ClearView Energy Partners analysis of federal data. Plants are coming online that will double the country's natural gas export capacity by 2030, and stocks in export companies like Cheniere and Venture Global climbed after the deal was announced.

A tanker carrying LNG. The European Union has been buying more American gas since Russia, previously a big supplier, attacked Ukraine in 2022. Dan Kitwood/Getty Images


But in the near term, sending significantly more to the European Union may mean sending less to customers elsewhere in the world.

Even if these quantities made economic sense, the European Union cannot compel private companies in its member countries to buy so much. And the U.S. government doesn't have the power to tell its oil and gas companies where to sell. In a fact sheet on the deal, the Europeans said they plan to launch a "dedicated process" for aggregating demand across E.U. nations and matching it with suitable supply from the United States. "The US will have to support these purchases by ensuring unrestricted access and sufficient production and export capacity," the release reads.

The challenge of holding a government to a purchase commitment made in a trade deal became apparent in Mr. Trump's first term. He persuaded China, an economy tightly steered by the government, to agree to buy certain amounts of energy and agricultural goods. Most of those targets were not met, and there were no consequences.

Typical trade pacts have protocols that allow either side to enforce pledges like commitments to buy energy; they usually even lay out remedies for violations. None of those exist in Mr. Trump's agreements. When asked how the United States would react if the European Union didn't meet its energy purchase target after three years, a White House official said that the response would be higher tariffs.

It is not yet clear what the trade agreement with the United States will mean for the E.U.'s ability to meet its climate targets. A 2021 law requires member nations to reduce net greenhouse gas emissions 55 percent below 1990 levels by 2030. In the short term, more gas could help with that by supplanting coal. But purchasing too much gas could end up squeezing out clean power sources like wind and solar. Before the trade deal, the continent's overall gas demand was expected to decline in the coming years.

"It is possible that it would displace some deployment of renewables," said Joseph Majkut, director of the Energy Security and Climate Change Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. "But the reality is that the E.U. has very firm climate commitments enshrined in law."

The parties might, potentially, hit $750 billion with tricky accounting. The E.U. members could purchase tankers full of oil or gas, but not use it all and instead resell it to other buyers around the world. They could also make long-term purchase commitments that look like very large numbers when they're announced, but in practice are realized over, say, 20 years.

"To do that involves using something we respectfully call political math," said Kevin Book, managing director of ClearView Energy Partners. "Some of the best tools of diplomacy involve ambiguity."

Not all energy purchase commitments are as specific as the one Mr. Trump received from the European Union. The framework for Japan, for example, is much more vague. That leaves even more room for interpretation.

A White House statement on the Japan deal trumpets a "major expansion" of U.S. energy exports, and says the $550 billion in U.S. investment that Japan pledged would be partly focused on "energy infrastructure and production." That is probably a reference to the proposed $44 billion infrastructure project that would bring gas from the North Slope of Alaska to an export terminal. From there, it could be shipped to Asia.

A $44 billion project that would bring gas from the North Slope of Alaska to an export terminal has long been discussed. Ash Adams for The New York Times


Right now, however, there are cheaper sources available on America's Gulf Coast that are connected to gas fields with many years of supply left. It's also not clear how much value there is in signing multidecade purchase agreements when Japan has also committed to reducing its consumption of fossil fuels.

The same logic applies for South Korea, which promised $100 billion in energy purchases over an unstated period of time. The country began to buy natural gas from the United States in 2017, when the country was trying to phase out nuclear energy, and has planned to buy more as it shifts away from Middle Eastern supply. But signing long-term agreements didn't work out as well as hoped: An explosion at a gas terminal in Texas in 2022 interrupted supply, leaving less gas available to buy and raising prices sharply.

That's why Michelle Kim, an energy specialist at the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis, argues that buying gas as needed, rather than committing to a multiyear deal with U.S. exporters, would give South Korea more flexibility as it manages declining demand for gas.

"It's not a good and wise decision to make another long-term contract," Ms. Kim said.

All of South Korea's energy imports from the United States last year came to $19.4 billion.

If the United States presses ahead to drastically increase its exports, there could also be ramifications for America's own energy market. As long as enough infrastructure exists to move it around, fuel generally flows to the highest bidder.

With more gas going overseas and powering data centers for artificial intelligence, domestic prices are likely to rise, said Aneesh Prabhu, a managing director at S&P Global Ratings.

That impact could worsen in the coming years, since Mr. Trump and congressional Republicans cut subsidies for wind and solar deployment passed during the Biden administration.

"Because of the loss of tax credits, or at least a significant erosion of it, you could have a slowdown in renewables, which means there would be more draw on gas," Mr. Prabhu said.

Ana Swanson contributed reporting from Washington.
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Starbucks Sees Improvement Even as Global Same-Store Sales Slip Again

The C.E.O., Brian Niccol, said the coffee chain's turnaround was in progress, and sales in China increased for first time in more than a year.

A Starbucks store in Shanghai. China is the company's second-largest market, with more than 7,800 stores.  Go Nakamura/Reuters



By Julie Creswell



Jul 29, 2025 at 09:57 PM

Turning around Starbucks will take more time.

Executives at the coffee giant said late Tuesday that while they saw early signs that the business was stabilizing, there was still much more work to be done.

"We know this turnaround is a multiyear effort," Cathy Smith, the chief financial officer, told Wall Street analysts and investors on the quarterly earnings call. "A lot is happening today behind the scenes, and these efforts will come together more visibly by the end of next year, and when they do, I am highly confident that our financial performance will follow."

Starbucks reported that global same-store sales for the three months ending in June fell 2 percent from a year earlier. It was the sixth consecutive quarterly decline at stores open at least a year.

Overall, global revenue rose 4 percent to $9.5 billion in the quarter, while net earnings per share fell 47 percent from a year earlier.

In aftermarket trading on Tuesday, Starbucks stock rose 3.7 percent.

Heightened competition from other coffee chains as well as belt-tightening among some cost-conscious consumers has reduced traffic and spending at Starbucks for more than a year, particularly in the United States.

In the United States, same-store sales fell 2 percent in the quarter, led by a 4 percent decline in transactions.

Since joining the company as chief executive in September, Brian Niccol has raced to try to put the coffee chain on more solid ground. Much of his effort has focused on addressing frequent customer complaints, from long waits for coffees to a lack of seating at stores.

In recent months, Starbucks has been hiring more baristas to whip up Caramel Macchiatos and Mango Dragonfruit Lemonade Refreshers so customers can receive them faster. It removed some items from the menu that either were infrequently ordered or ate up too much time for baristas to make. Some locations are being renovated, often restoring seating that was removed during the pandemic.

Starbucks has also been testing an order-sequencing program to speed up customers' orders, especially during peak periods, with a goal of completing orders in less than four minutes.

Those efforts are part of a broader new operations model that was being tested in 2,000 stores. The company was so pleased with the shorter transaction times and higher customer satisfaction that it plans to roll out the model to all of its stores, starting in the coming weeks.

But those costs -- particularly the hiring of additional baristas and other workers -- are cutting deeply into profits. The company's operating margin slumped to 13 percent in the quarter from 21 percent a year earlier.

"We've had to fix a lot, but we've done the hard work on the hard things," Mr. Niccol said.

To drive customers through its doors, Mr. Niccol said, the company is leaning on new offerings like a cold foam topping for its drinks that will deliver 15 grams of protein.

The company is also looking to offer new drinks and snacks to entice in the afternoons.

But Mr. Niccol said the company would shy away from discounting its beverages, arguing that Starbucks is offering a premium product with a premium service. And after pledging to not raise prices in the 2025 fiscal year, he left the door open into next year.

"There are times where it makes sense" to raise prices, "and when those situations present itself, we're going to do it in the least amount of pricing necessary," Mr. Niccol told analysts. "So will we have to use it in the future? Absolutely. It's going to be the last lever I'd like to pull. And when we pull that lever, I probably want to do as little as possible."

A bright spot on the call was Starbucks's business in China. There, same-store sales rose 2 percent from year-earlier levels. It was the first increase since early 2024.

China is Starbucks's second-largest business, and the company has made a major bet there. But it has faced heightened competition, and sales in China have struggled over the past year.

The company, which previously said it was seeking a strategic partner in China, said it had received interest from 20 different parties and was evaluating options. Mr. Niccol did not provide an update on the timing of any deal.

"We remain committed to our China business and want to retain a meaningful state," Mr. Niccol said.
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Company That Owns Apartments.com Sues Zillow Over Rental Listing Photos

The chief executive of CoStar Group, which owns Apartments.com, said Zillow has 'stolen' thousands of images to bolster its business.







By Debra Kamin



Jul 30, 2025 at 12:53 PM

Zillow is using "stolen" photos to help fuel the massive database that draws millions of gawkers to its website every month, said the founder and chief executive of CoStar Group, the real estate analytics company that owns Homes.com and Apartments.com.

On Wednesday, CoStar sued Zillow for copyright infringement in New York federal court, claiming nearly 47,000 of their photographs are being used to advertise rentals on Zillow, with the distinctive watermark of CoStar's logo still visible on thousands of them.

CoStar, a behemoth in its own right, has spent a little over a decade acquiring Homes.com and Apartments.com, as it seeks to dominate the home-search marketplace. It has taken on rivals like Zillow, the country's largest real estate site with 160 million properties and 230 million unique monthly visitors. In the same period of time, Zillow has been engaged in its own expansion, pushing its way into the rental market, and according to the lawsuit, now has about 60,000 rental listings.

"What Zillow has not told the public," the lawsuit reads, "is that its growth, at least in rental properties and listings, is driven in significant part by Zillow's widespread and systematic infringement of tens of thousands of CoStar-owned real estate images."

CoStar employs about 300 of its own real estate photographers to photograph the properties across the sites in its portfolio.

Representatives from Zillow did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the suit. The complaint was filed along with 46,979 pages of exhibits, each containing an image owned by CoStar and licensed to brokers, property owners and property managers who advertise properties on the company's websites. The complaint also notes that the images are registered with the United States Copyright Office.

"What's been stolen here is a lot more than just the photos," said Andrew Florance, the CoStar founder and chief executive, in an interview. "They wanted to get into the multifamily business and they did it by using our assets and taking shortcuts."

To compete against its rivals, CoStar has poured millions of dollars into a media blitz, including high-gloss ads for the last two Super Bowl championships.

Its legal challenge comes as real estate companies continue to sharpen their elbows in an ever-intensifying tussle over who controls home listings. A housing market frozen by high interest rates and a record lack of affordability, coupled with antitrust allegations that have upended the way real estate agents are paid, have amplified the pressure on real estate portals and brokerages.

Wednesday's filing marks the second time in five weeks that an industry heavyweight has sued Zillow. In June, they were sued by Compass, the real estate brokerage that sells more houses than any of its competitors in the United States. Compass filed a lawsuit in New York federal court claiming that Zillow was gatekeeping home listings and breaking federal antitrust laws in the process. The focus of that suit was the so-called "Zillow ban," which requires a home that is put on the market to be listed on Zillow within 24 hours; if that deadline is not met, the listing can never be allowed on Zillow's site.

CoStar's lawsuit was filed in New York, where StreetEasy, the popular New York City rental listing platform owned by Zillow, is based. Zillow's headquarters are in Seattle, and CoStar's are in Arlington, Va.

The back-to-back lawsuits signal increasing efforts to challenge Zillow's dominance. According to CoStar's complaint, Zillow profits from the use of the photographs in multiple ways, including by marketing advertising packages to property owners and managers based on listings built from the photos. Zillow also benefits by advertising properties with the photos and then allowing landlords and property managers to "claim" ownership of them, which then creates a stream of rental listings, and further income, the complaint said.

"This results in a direct source of revenue for Zillow," the complaint reads.

Listings that use CoStar's images have also been sent to Redfin and Realtor.com, two smaller competing real estate portals that have partnership agreements with Zillow, according to the lawsuit.

Mr. Florance said he plans to add Redfin and Realtor.com as defendants if they do not remove the copyrighted photographs from their pages. A spokeswoman for Redfin declined to comment. Representatives from Realtor.com did not immediately respond.
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Tech Tip


How to Put Your Phone in Vacation Mode

You can silence nonessential alerts and calls on your iPhone or Android device for later but still allow designated people and apps to reach you.

Need to shut out the world -- or at least limit disruptions while you're away? Create a custom mode that gives you more control over nonessential notifications, calls and messages until you're ready to deal with them. Apple



By J. D. Biersdorfer
J. D. Biersdorfer frequently enjoys vacation days in museums and libraries.


Jul 30, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Ready to get away for that late-summer vacation and want fewer interruptions from your phone or tablet while you're gone? Consider setting up a custom Vacation mode that sends most callers to voice mail and mutes notifications from unimportant apps -- but still allows calls and messages from specific people to get through, as well as alerts from designated apps. You just have to set up the Vacation mode once, and then turn it on whenever you're off. Here's how.

Using Apple Devices

Apple's Focus feature is meant to help limit distractions on an iPhone, an iPad, a Mac, an Apple Watch or a Vision Pro headset so you can, well, focus. Along with the Do Not Disturb setting, which blocks most disruptions with a tap, Focus has other preset modes -- or you can make your own.

On an iPhone or iPad, tap the Settings icon, scroll down and select Focus from the menu. On the Focus screen, tap the + button in the upper-right corner and select Custom from the menu. On the next screen, you can give your custom creation a label (like Vacation) and select an icon and color for it. When you tap the Next button at the bottom of the screen, you'll see a list of options you can choose for your new mode. Tap the Customize button to continue.

The Focus settings in Apple's software for its iPhone and other devices guide you through creating a custom mode that permits interruptions only from designated people and apps. Apple


On the next screen, select the people who can contact you and the apps allowed to send notifications when your phone is in Vacation mode. If you want relatives, the cat-sitter and your landlord to be able to reach you, add them to the list. Likewise, select the apps that can send you notifications -- perhaps your weather and sports favorites. (Tap the Options menu for the settings on how the silenced notifications are displayed.)

You can choose a more muted look for your phone's display and set a schedule to automatically activate your Vacation mode -- at a specific time or a location, like your rented beach house. The Vacation mode can be enabled manually in the Control Center or by telling Siri, the phone's assistant, to turn it on or off.

The iOS 18 Focus has settings to help fine-tune your Vacation focus, including filters that notify apps and system functions when the mode is enabled. You can also set the Vacation mode to kick in at a certain time or location. Apple


On the main Focus menu, there's an option to use your active Focus mode across all your Apple gear that is logged in with the same Apple ID. And turn on Focus Status to display a note saying you have notifications silenced when people try to text you.

Using Android Devices

Android's Modes work in a similar way, and you can easily customize them. Open the Settings icon and select Modes from the menu. From the list onscreen, tap Create Your Own Mode. (Android also has a default Do Not Disturb mode and a few other activity-specific configurations, like Driving and Bedtime.)

On Android's Modes screen, select Create Your Own Mode at the bottom of the screen to start setting up your personalized Vacation mode. Google


On the next screen, give your mode a name and icon. Tap the Done button to go to the next screen. In the Notification Filters area, select the people, apps and alarms permitted to interrupt you. The Display Settings section offers options for showing filtered notifications and the screen's appearance while the mode is active.

Once you create and name your custom mode in the Android settings, you can set filters for the people and apps that are allowed to bother you when the mode is enabled. Google


After you have configured Vacation mode, you can give it an automatic schedule to activate itself. Alternatively, you can enable it manually from the mode's settings page, by swiping down from the top of the screen and choosing it from the Modes menu in Android's Quick Settings, or by telling the Gemini assistant to handle it.

Controlling Notifications

If setting up a Vacation mode doesn't appeal and you simply want fewer app alerts popping up, just modify how and when notifications can pester you. For example, you can confine them to a daily summary.

The Notifications settings for iOS, left, and Android may vary slightly based on your hardware and software version, but they are the place to go when you want to adjust which apps can send you alerts. Apple; Google


On an iOS device, open the Settings icon and select Notifications from the menu. Here, you can choose how the alerts should be displayed on the lock screen, if they appear in daily summaries and how each app on your phone can notify you (or not). In iOS 18.4 on an iPhone 15 Pro model or later, you can have Apple Intelligence screen your notifications and prioritize time-sensitive alerts and those deemed "important" based on your contacts and app use.

On most recent Android phones, open the Settings icon and select Notifications to get to the controls.

Getting Emergency Alerts

Certain situations -- like dangerous weather -- call for immediate interruption even if you are on vacation. Your phone is probably equipped to receive emergency public-safety alerts from national, state and local authorities. When enabled, these notifications override any focus or mode settings.

The Notifications menu for iOS, left, and Android include the settings for enabling the emergency alerts for weather and other public-safety concerns that are issued from authorities. Apple; Google


To check these controls on an iPhone, go to Settings, then Notifications, and scroll down to the Government Alerts section.

On an Android phone, open Settings, go to Notifications and tap Wireless Emergency Alerts.
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Mercedes and Porsche Squeezed by U.S. Tariffs and Slowdown in China

Germany's leading luxury automakers are sharply scaling back expectations for the rest of the year.

A Mercedes-Benz dealership in New York in April, when President Trump's tariffs on auto imports took effect. The German automaker's U.S. sales fell 6 percent in the first half of the year. Shannon Stapleton/Reuters



By Melissa Eddy
Reporting from Berlin


Jul 30, 2025 at 11:45 AM

The luxury automakers Mercedes-Benz and Porsche slashed their forecasts for earnings this year as the double whammy of President Trump's tariffs and slowing demand in China hit the German companies hard.

Mercedes said on Wednesday that revenue in 2025 would come in "significantly below" last year. The company also lowered its projection for profit margins.

The automaker reported a plunge in profit in the first half of the year, more than halving from the year before. Its vehicle sales fell 6 percent in the United States and 14 percent in China over that period, "primarily due to tariff policy," the company said.

Porsche, which is controlled by Volkswagen, also cut its earnings outlook on Wednesday. It was the third time this year that the automaker scaled back its forecast. The company said its profit plunged roughly two-thirds in the first half of the year, hit by 400 million euros ($462 million) in tariff costs.

Porsche is especially exposed to U.S. tariffs, because all of its vehicles are produced in Europe and shipped from there. The company is also under pressure from rivals in China, where demand for its high-end cars has collapsed.

Porsche's deliveries in North America rose in the first six months of the year, in part because dealers accelerated orders to get ahead of tariffs and Porsche offered to keep prices steady despite the levies. Its sales in China, however, fell nearly 30 percent, the carmaker said, citing "intense competition."

German automakers faced a 27.5 percent tariff for vehicles destined for the United States for much of the second quarter. On Sunday, the European Union agreed to a trade deal with the United States that would reduce tariffs on imported cars to 15 percent, which Mercedes and Porsche incorporated into their forecast cuts. American cars shipped to Europe would face no duties under the deal.

For Mercedes, which builds its popular S.U.V.s at a plant in Tuscaloosa, Ala., and ships them to Europe, zero E.U. tariffs on American-made vehicles could be beneficial, executives said.

"It is not a gift to the U.S.A.," Harald Wilhelm, the company's chief financial officer, said of the U.S.-E.U. trade deal that many considered lopsided in favor of the Americans. Some aspects of the agreement "will help, not hurt us," Mr. Wilhelm noted.

But the cars built in Alabama are also shipped to China, where they faced tariffs as high as 100 percent for much of the spring, before a truce between Washington and Beijing was reached in May. That compounded the company's problems in China, which accounted for around a third of the automaker's sales so far this year.
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Critic's Notebook


The Kurosawa You May Never Have Heard Of

The great Japanese genre director Kiyoshi Kurosawa, whose latest film is "Cloud," has mastered the cinema of psychological fright. Here's why you should watch his work.

Masaki Suda in "Cloud." Sideshow and Janus Films



By Carlos Aguilar



Jul 19, 2025 at 10:01 AM

"Who are you?" the enigmatic young man central to Kiyoshi Kurosawa's 1997 breakthrough horror thriller, "Cure," repeatedly asks. He's been accused of hypnotizing people and prompting them to commit gruesome murders.

That deceptively simple question might be the paramount concern in the cinema of Kurosawa, the prolific Japanese filmmaker whose unnerving, genre-defying films are often preoccupied with questioning or revealing the true identity of their characters -- to us and to them.

One could say that Kurosawa is to psychological fright what David Cronenberg is to body horror.

Masahiro Toda and Koji Yakusho in "Cure." Daiei Studios


In "Charisma" (1999), about a detective stranded in a rural community obsessed with a singular tree, he asks what makes some people special and others just ordinary. In "Cure" (streaming on the Criterion Channel), he ponders whether the victims of hypnosis are innate killers or coerced puppets. And in his chilling 2001 internet ghost story "Pulse" (streaming on Tubi), his young characters wonder if they are alone or just lonely.

In each of these narratives, the weight of society influences the individual. Kurosawa seems perpetually interested in that tug of war between our free will and the status quo. The supernatural or eerie elements often read like catalysts that incite an inner reckoning.

Haruhiko Kato with Koyuki in "Pulse." Magnolia Pictures


For his most recent techno saga, "Cloud" (in theaters), the filmmaker zeros in on Yoshii (Masaki Suda), an unscrupulous online reseller and factory worker dreaming of upward mobility. To reach his desired financial status, Yoshii scams and undercuts vendors and clients. Those he has harmed, however, eventually plot their revenge.

But the violent retribution that comes his way is not proportionate to his crime. He's being punished not only for what he did, but for how he made his victims feel.

"Cloud" brings to the foreground Kurosawa's particular relationship with the evils of technology. The melancholic "Pulse" deals with specters that interact with our world via computers to escape the solitude of the afterlife. The concept inspired a less-compelling American remake, released in 2006, starring Kristen Bell.

Kato in "Pulse." Miramax


Though one might assume Kurosawa has cautious reservations about the digital realm, he chose to release the 2024 short film "Chime," about a culinary educator tormented by a sound, as an NFT (nonfungible token), heavily limiting who can access it.

Watching one of Kurosawa's movies, the only certainty is that at any given point the story can take a turn into unexpected, even absurd places. A cinematic shape-shifter, Kurosawa started out in the 1980s making so-called pink films -- independently produced erotic fictions -- followed by a stint creating direct-to-video action movies.

It was with "Cure," starring the actor Koji Yakusho, that Kurosawa's use of genre tropes with a philosophical edge first garnered international attention. Since then, the director has cast Yakusho, also the lead in Wim Wenders's recent Oscar-nominated drama "Perfect Days," on multiple occasions. If Kurosawa has a muse, it's undoubtedly Yakusho.

In that first collaboration, Yakusho played a troubled detective whose involvement in the hypnotist's case unearths his own unflattering shortcomings. Later, he was a detective in "Charisma" who, more than once, is tasked with choosing between saving a singular life or protecting the collective.

Yakusho in "Doppelganger." Amuse Pictures


Then there's the 2003 film "Doppelganger" (on Kanopy), in which Yakusho plays a shy engineer whose look-alike behaves questionably and usurps his life. And in "Retribution" (available on demand), from 2006, he appears as an investigator working on a series of homicides, one of which he might be responsible for.

Even in Kurosawa's films that are not explicitly genre escapades, the idea of a conflicted identity remains a consistent theme.

The 2008 ensemble drama "Tokyo Sonata" (streaming on Tubi) follows four members of a family in the Japanese capital as they grapple with the disconnect between who they wish they were and who they really are. In the more recent "To the Ends of the Earth" (streaming on Fawesome), a Japanese woman longs to follow her passion for singing while working as the host of a travel program. And in the 2003 film "Bright Future" (streaming on Ovid), the volatility of impressionable youth is explored through a horrific crime that upends the life of an aimless young man.

The divide between older generations and younger ones rebelling against outdated thinking intrigues Kurosawa. That sentiment is also present in "Cloud" between Yoshii and his boss at his factory job. The boss still believes in longstanding loyalty to the same, reliable occupation, as the honest way for economic advancement.

Kotone Furukawa with Suda in "Cloud." Sideshow and Janus Films


Over the past three decades, Kurosawa has directed nearly 30 feature films, sometimes debuting two or three projects in the same year. That he writes or co-writes all of his movies makes his output even more impressive. Kurosawa has made films about spies, aliens who take over human bodies, apparitions and all manner of unsettling encounters.

And yet, what's most terrifying for many of the protagonists of his twisted stories is realizing they are not the person they thought they were.
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Review: A Flamenco Powerhouse Is Still the Star but Not the Whole Show

Noche Flamenca's new production was less focused than usual on its standout, Soledad Barrio, making room for talented soloists.

The Noche Flamenca company performing in "Legacy of Our Dreams." Steven Pisano



By Brian Seibert



Jul 30, 2025 at 04:47 PM

"Cuidado!," someone in the audience at the Joyce Theater yelled on Tuesday.

It was opening night of Noche Flamenca's new show, "Legacy of Our Dreams," and the company's star, Soledad Barrio, was finishing her climactic solo. Turning in the direction of dimming light from one of the wings, she was nearing the edge of the slightly raised dance platform. The voice in the audience was warning her to be careful.

Too late. She fell into the wing.

It's a measure of Barrio's total commitment to her art that this accident looked nearly intentional, a fitting culmination to her solo's descent into despair. To watch Barrio perform a Solea -- the flamenco form that, like her first name, means "solitude" -- is always to be a little concerned for her safety, at least emotionally, such is the slow-ratcheting, soul-baring intensity of her dancing.

But if the fall was artistically consistent, it was also concerning. Barrio is 60. When she returned to the stage during the ensemble finale, apparently uninjured, it was a relief. (A company representative said later that she wasn't hurt.)

Barrio won't have to sit out the rest of Noche Flamenca's Joyce run, but what is most remarkable about the company's latest production is how little it would change if she did. It would lose its boiling point and star turn, but apart from the opening and closing group numbers, that solo is Barrio's only appearance. As a close follower of the company for decades, I can't remember a show less focused on her.

"Legacy of Our Dreams" doesn't really have a clear focus. Press materials suggested that it would be an extension of last year's "Searching for Goya," inspired by the Spanish painter, but there's no mention of him in the program, and unlike the earlier show, the titles of the numbers don't obviously correspond to his works.

Soledad Barrio at the Joyce. Steven Pisano


What remains as spillover is an imagistic approach. Paula Bolanos's solo, "Destiny," begins with her in a chair on one side of the stage, while on the other sits Manuel Gago, one of the company's excellent longtime vocalists, shrouded in gray fabric. Throughout the solo, Bolanos, a petite dancer of knifelike precision, picks up the fabric, puts it over her shoulder and stretches it to her side of the stage and back a few times.

The fabric emphasizes her connection to Gago, as well as her uncommonly fluid way of traveling sideways while executing complex footwork. The function of the imagery for Jesus Helmo's solo, "The End," is less apparent. As Helmo dances, a black panel like a standing mirror falls, revealing the man who was holding it; after a bit, the man stands it back up.

The prop doesn't contribute much meaning to Helmo's quiet grace, but he, like Bolanos, contributes much to the show. So does David Nieto, a modest, mustachioed dancer who electrifies his beautiful technique with small controlled explosions and finishes his solo with a cicada buzz of castanets.

The absence of Barrio makes more room for these talented soloists and elegant choreography (by the dancers and Martin Santangelo, the company's director) for a female ensemble of four. Helmo and Nieto share a duet titled "Matrimonio" ("Marriage") that nicely balances suggestions of romance (embraces, a near kiss) with formal abstraction (90-degree pivots, back-to-back versus side-by-side, call and response).

Santangelo adeptly arranges all this with simple staging, alternating between overlapping transitions and blackouts, so that "Legacy of Our Dreams" feels shorter than its 80-minute duration. Barrio is still the standout -- no other dancer in the production matches her ability to pull you along as she takes her time saying something of the greatest urgency. But more than usual for Noche Flamenca, the company carries the show.

Noche Flamenca

Through Sunday at the Joyce Theater; joyce.org.
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Reporter's Notebook


What's on Cupid's Mind at Versailles? A.I. Can Tell You.

An A.I.-powered feature in the historic site's app allows visitors to chat with 20 outdoor statues throughout the famous Baroque gardens.

Versailles receives 8.4 million visitors a year, more than any French heritage site except the Louvre Museum.  James Hill for The New York Times



By Farah Nayeri
Reporting from Versailles, France


Jul 30, 2025 at 01:40 PM

Early one midsummer afternoon in the Palace of Versailles' gardens, a pigeon landed effortlessly on a masterpiece of French outdoor sculpture: a 17th-century statue of Apollo on a chariot, pulled by four horses.

The statue, made of gilded lead, has stood in a vast fountain at Versailles in the three-plus centuries since Louis XIV was king of France -- and it has now entered the digital age via a new feature on the historic site's app: Powered by the tech giant OpenAI, the company behind ChatGPT, an audio tool lets visitors (on or off site) converse with 20 outdoor statues in three languages.

On that summer afternoon, I put the chatbot to the test.

I asked Apollo a few obvious questions -- who had put him there, what he represented -- and received textbook answers, delivered in perfect English by a confident male voice. Then, spotting the pigeon still perched on Apollo's head, I opted for a bolder line of questioning: What if a pigeon took a toilet break on this peerless treasure?

"When pigeons show their affection on my chariot, it's hardly a grand moment. But the caretakers of Versailles are vigilant," Apollo replied. "They ensure I remain in shining condition, restoring my brilliance after such interruptions. So no lasting harm from those little birds!"

Versailles receives 8.4 million visitors a year, according to France's culture ministry, more than any other French heritage site except the Louvre Museum. Yet 80 percent of them are international tourists, and their average age is 40. So the palace is engaging with OpenAI and other big tech companies with the hope of not just informing visitors, but also luring audiences that are younger and more homegrown. (The New York Times filed a copyright infringement lawsuit against OpenAI for using published work without permission to train its artificial intelligence. OpenAI has denied those claims.)

A screenshot showing a conversation with the Latona Fountain on the app. EPV/T. Garnier


Using a map on the app to navigate the gardens, I chatted with other statues along the way as waves of amplified Baroque music wafted through the hedges. Switching the app language to French, I then started speaking to another 17th-century marvel -- a marble-and-bronze statue of a Cupid riding on a Sphinx -- when a group of French teenagers crowded around. I invited them to interrogate the Sphinx via my smartphone screen.

"Will I ever be rich?" asked a teenage boy. "Ah, becoming rich is an enigma that even my Sphinx is unable to solve!" the statue replied. "But remember: The source of true riches is, perhaps, love, which subdues all of life's enigmas."

"Which team will win the Champions League?" asked another. "Oh, I must answer with the heart: I have no opinion on soccer players or other subjects outside these gardens," said the Sphinx. "I invite you to admire the timeless beauty that surrounds us."

In an interview on the palace grounds, the site's president, Christophe Leribault, who previously led the Musee d'Orsay in Paris, said the OpenAI feature was a reliable educational aid.

"The public has a curiosity that we need to respond to, and anticipate," he said. What visitors get from the A.I. experience is "not a gadget, but an informed tool co-designed with our specialist teams which is artistically sound and doesn't say things that are meaningless."

The gilded statue of Apollo in the Apollo Basin is one of the statues that visitors can converse with via the app. EPV; Photo by Thomas Garnier


Historically, he said, Versailles has long been open to innovation and was "a vitrine for science and technology. It was important for any inventor to show the king their invention."

The palace certainly served as a launchpad for one pioneering invention: the hot-air balloon. Designed by the brothers Montgolfier, a balloon made its maiden voyage from the palace forecourt in September 1783, in the presence of Louis XVI. Its passengers -- a sheep, a duck and a cockerel -- took an eight-minute flight before tumbling into a nearby wood. (They were unharmed.)

Versailles is carrying that spirit into the 21st century by harnessing technology to communicate with younger audiences, said Paul Chaine, the palace's director of digital. It was among the first cultural institutions to work with the Google Arts & Culture platform, he said, and it now has a presence on TikTok and Instagram. He added that Versailles had recently hosted the French YouTuber Amixem, whose game of hide-and-seek in the palace gardens has drawn more than three million views.

"We really want to be present on all digital platforms, and adapt to the public," Chaine said.

Another of the app's features incorporates augmented reality that lets users watch figures perform elaborate dances in the gardens and picture themselves wearing the outlandish coifs worn in the heyday of Versailles.

Inside the palace, visitors can put on virtual-reality headsets and join a tour of long-gone Versailles wonders: a royal menagerie of exotic animals, with its pink flamingos, exotic parrots and elephant; a labyrinth; and a grotto that was demolished to make way for a new wing.

A virtual reality experience allows visitors to see simulations of long-gone Versailles wonders. GEDEON Experiences, Small Creative, VIVE Arts, Chateau de Versailles


Chaine said the link-up with OpenAI originated early this year when the U.S. tech giant approached Versailles to discuss a potential collaboration. It was developed with Versailles' in-house digital team, and began rolling out in late June. Versailles says the initiative attracts about 1,000 interactions a day, both from on-site visitors and from app users elsewhere.

Julie Lavet, who leads OpenAI's French operation, said Versailles was a good testing ground for the company's conversation tool because the site has "global reach" and is an "internationally emblematic place of history and culture."

This is not OpenAI's first collaboration with a cultural institution. Last year, it created a chatbot that allowed visitors to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York to converse with a simulation of the socialite Natalie Potter while viewing a display of her 1930s wedding gown.

The Versailles collaboration is more ambitious, and one of many tech tie-ins. Might the royal palace be stretching itself too thin?

"I believe that the Versailles brand is strong enough to retain its solid positioning," said Leribault, the Versailles president. "It may sound arrogant, but the reality is that we are not about to dissolve into the few experimentations that we do."
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Beyond the Algorithm


'Manhunt,' 'Cleaner' and More Streaming Gems

A pair of derivative but enjoyable action movies lead off this month's roundup of deep-cut recommendations on your subscription streaming services.

Masaharu Fukuyama, left, with Zhang Hanyu in "Manhunt." Netflix



By Jason Bailey



Jul 23, 2025 at 04:00 PM

'Manhunt' (2017)

Stream it on Netflix.

John Woo has never been shy about the influence of Alfred Hitchcock on his work -- the central conflict in his "Mission: Impossible II" is a direct lift from "Notorious" -- and this fast-paced thriller uses the classic Hitch setup of an innocent man wrongly accused. The protagonist Du Qiu (Zhang Hanyu) isn't a typical Woo man of action; he's a corporate lawyer who finds himself framed for the murder of a mysterious woman after a brief romantic encounter. The ensuing pursuit is a worthy container for Woo's crisp, energetic style, his memorable compositions (including an unforgettable image of a pool of blood spreading across a white wedding dress), and his signature visuals: ingenious shootouts, copious slow motion, motorcycles galore and (of course) lots of doves.


'Cleaner' (2025)

Stream it on HBO Max.


We've seen so many "'Die Hard' on a ____" movies that it was probably inevitable that they'd circle back to "'Die Hard' in a building." That's the setup for this action thriller from the director Martin Campbell (who rebooted the Bond series twice, with "Goldeneye" and "Casino Royale"), in which a window cleaner (a muscular Daisy Ridley) is outside a London skyscraper when environmental terrorists crash an energy company's celebratory gala and take its execs and employees hostage. "Cleaner" draws on many of the narrative beats of its inspiration, but also subverts them in unexpected ways -- particularly in its use of Clive Owen as the Alan Rickman-style erudite villain. The primary draw, however, is Ridley, whose character is no mere window cleaner but a "classic unstable ex-soldier." She thus proves a more than credible action hero, particularly when she finally gets to let loose and break some necks in the fast-paced third act.


'Handling the Undead' (2024)

Stream it on Hulu.


"The Worst Person in the World" stars Renate Reinsve and Anders Danielsen Lie are among the cast of this Norwegian drama, but that's where the similarities end; this is an elegiac, mournful, character-driven drama that uses the tropes of horror to tell an intensely personal and moving story. Based on a novel by John Ajvide Lindqvist ("Let the Right One In"), "Undead" uses the devices of the zombie story in a manner similar to how "Right One" uses vampires -- drawing on, and acknowledging, our common knowledge, but taking its characters into unexpected territory. As with many of the best genre explorations, the question being asked by the director Thea Hvistendahl is not "Could this happen?" or "Wouldn't it be terrifying?" It is, simply, "What would you do?"


'Red Rooms' (2024)

Stream it on Shudder.


Few films have grappled with our strange collective obsession with true crime with as much nuance and genuine discomfort as this intense psychological horror drama from the writer and director Pascal Plante. Juliette Gariepy is spellbinding as Kelly-Anne, a high fashion model and online gambler who becomes obsessed with the high-profile trial of a blank slate of a man accused of not only murdering three teenage girls, but livestreaming their deaths to the dark web. She's a fascinating character -- you just can't quite pin her down, which raises the stakes of the chilling climactic scenes considerably -- and Plante expertly dwells in the darkness of her world without tipping into exploitation.


'Lemon' (2017)

Stream it on Amazon Prime Video.


The future "Zola" director Janicza Bravo made her feature directorial debut with this unapologetically odd and frequently uncomfortable indie comedy, which she wrote with her then-husband Brett Gelman. He also stars as Isaac, an occasional actor and acting teacher; their screenplay plunges him into a series of increasingly embarrassing scenarios, most related to his poor social skills, career resentment or unfortunate personal hygiene (if not all at once). Those looking for standard situational comedy will be baffled, but fans of Larry David or Tim and Eric will find much to be amused by here.


'I'm Your Venus' (2024)

Stream it on Netflix.


The 1991 documentary "Paris is Burning" is one of the cornerstones of queer American cinema, a pulsing and poignant exploration of the New York ball and vogueing culture that served as an early showcase for trans people on film. One of its most indelible presences is Venus Xtravaganza, a vibrant young trans woman who died under mysterious circumstances near the end of that film's production. This follow-up documentary follows three interweaving threads: It tracks her biological family's attempt to reopen the cold case of her unsolved murder, it follows their evolving understanding of her identity and personality and it details how the earlier film has turned her into a queer icon and inspiration. The director Kimberly Reed pursues and combines these stories to their natural intersections, building an empathetic portrait of love and loss, as well as a powerful testament to the importance of representation and legacy.


'Film Geek' (2024)

Stream it on HBO Max.


Richard Shepard has directed quite a few fine movies (including "The Linguini Incident," "The Matador" and "The Perfection") and television shows ("Girls," "The Handmaid's Tale" and the "Ugly Betty" pilot). He's less known, and less prolific, as a documentarian, but he followed up his wonderful 2009 John Cazale valentine "I Knew It Was You" with this candid, affectionate essay film about his own journey into cinephilia. He focuses primarily on his formative years as a movie junkie in late 1970s and early 1980s New York City, where he drank in everything (new releases, retro screenings, art house obscurities) with equal enthusiasm, diving into the delightful details of his weekend theatrical binges, accompanied by clips from the more than 200 movies he name-checks. But "Film Geek" is ultimately, poignantly about Shepard's strange and sometimes strained relationship with his father, who passed on his love for all things movie-related, but whose noncinematic connections often came with strings attached. It's a joyful, nostalgic love letter to not only the movies, but also the obsessions they empower.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/23/movies/manhunt-cleaner-and-more-streaming-gems.html
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Critic's Notebook


The Great Gritty New York Movie You've Never Seen

The crime thriller "Night of the Juggler" has been restored for a new theatrical release. It captures 1970s New York history and includes great chase scenes along the way.

James Brolin, left, with Mandy Patinkin in "Night of the Juggler." Kino Lorber



By Jason Bailey



Jul 30, 2025 at 10:01 AM

When one thinks of the great New York City movies of the '70s and '80s, a handful of titles immediately come to mind: "Taxi Driver," "The Taking of Pelham One Two Three," "The Warriors" and "Death Wish" all captured, with sleazy authenticity and on-the-ground verite, the grime and desperation of a city in a free-fall of financial ruin and moral rot. But there's another film that deserves inclusion in that pantheon -- one that, through no fault of your own, you probably haven't seen.

"Night of the Juggler," based on the 1975 novel by William P. McGivern, was something of a troubled production. Shooting began on location in New York in the summer of 1978, with Sidney J. Furie ("Lady Sings the Blues") in the director's chair. But production was halted after its star, James Brolin, broke his foot while shooting the picture's opening chase scene, and during that weekslong break, Furie departed; he was replaced by Robert Butler.

One could say that "Juggler" was an orphan from birth. It was an independent production, primarily financed by the theater chain General Cinema Corporation (GCC), and picked up for theatrical distribution by Columbia Pictures. But when Norman Levy, Columbia's president of distribution who acquired the picture, left the studio before its release, there was no one to champion it. Mixed-negative reviews didn't help (The Times's Janet Maslin dismissed it as "breathless and overplotted"), and it disappeared quickly from theaters. It was never released on any home video format beyond VHS -- no DVD, no Blu-ray, no streaming -- a lost film, save for occasional rep screenings and bootlegs ripped from vintage cable airings.

"It was kind of like a holy grail," Frank Tarzi, senior vice president of acquisitions and business development for Kino Lorber, said in a video interview. He first encountered "Night of the Juggler" as a young action movie fanatic; when it premiered on HBO, "I knew my parents would not allow me to watch it," he recalled, "so I woke up in the middle of the night, 3:45 a.m., and put a tape in the machine and recorded it. Then I watched it over the weekend when they went to Long Island." From that first, surreptitious viewing, "I fell in love with it."

It's easy to see why. The story of a former New York Police Department officer-turned-truck driver (James Brolin) whose daughter, mistaken for the child of a wealthy real estate developer, is kidnapped by a dangerous psychotic (Cliff Gorman), "Juggler" is a crackerjack thriller, capturing the desperation of both its hero and his city with grit and verve. (The cinematographer is Victor J. Kemper, who shot "Dog Day Afternoon.") Its best sequence comes early, upon the teen's abduction, which kicks off an exhilarating 10-minute car, foot and subway chase from Central Park to Times Square. Throwing crashes, stunts and punches at you like fastballs, it deserves consideration among the great New York chase scenes, alongside "The French Connection" and "The Seven-Ups."

Cliff Gorman and Abby Bluestone in "Night of the Juggler." Kino Lorber


But there's more to "Night of the Juggler" than cheap thrills; its narrative is informed by real events of the city's most tumultuous era. Brolin's character made enemies in the N.Y.P.D. by testifying against his fellow cops, a la Frank Serpico's testimony to the Knapp Commission. "So when the city went broke and they laid off all those cops, that gave 'em a chance to get rid of you," notes a former colleague, referencing the 1976 layoffs caused by the city's fiscal crisis.

The story's villain is a South Bronx resident who is motivated in part by the borough's '70s epidemic of crime and arson. And his intended target for the kidnapping-and-ransom scheme is a smugly entitled New York real estate magnate. Yet for all this time, the only way to see "Night of the Juggler" was a YouTube rip from a long-ago airing on ActionMax. "For years, I've been looking for the rights of this film, seeing who owned it," Tarzi said, explaining that those rights were difficult to ascertain, after decades of expired licenses and muddy chains of ownership. "I've picked up every rock possible," he said.

Tarzi eventually tracked down the current owner, "but I think the person was not willing to do any kind of deals." And so it stagnated for years, until a third-party intermediary bought the rights to "Juggler" and started gauging interest. "Out of nowhere, I got an email saying, 'Hey, are you guys interested?'" Tarzi said. "I almost fell out of my chair." They were unable to locate the original camera negative, but a duplicate negative proved more than adequate for their 4K restoration, which premiered at the Fantasia International Film Festival and will begin a nationwide rerelease on Aug. 1 at IFC Center (with a 4K UHD release following in September). It's a welcome opportunity for "Night of the Juggler" to finally take its place among the great Gotham movies of its era.
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Palm Beach Billionaires Battle for Oceanfront Land

Before building the beachfront homes of their dreams, the superrich keep tearing down perfectly good mansions.

Video: 



By Guy Trebay
Reporting from Palm Beach, Fla.


Jul 30, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Think of it as billionaire Pac-Man, with a few of the world's ultrarich gobbling up everything in their paths. In Palm Beach, Fla., power players are vying to outspend and outbuild one another in a real-life video game of one-upmanship.

"This is not slowing down any time soon," said Elizabeth DeWoody, a local real estate agent with Compass.

Lately, a series of unusual deals have dominated the local chatter. It started with the sale of two oceanfront parcels at 1063 and 1071 North Ocean Boulevard, on the north end of Palm Beach, to an unknown buyer.

The side-by-side lots -- a combined 2.3 acres, with 360 feet of oceanfront access -- lay empty for years, with little between them and the Atlantic but a cyclone fence and a poetic stand of transplanted palms.

Until recently, they belonged to the billionaire cosmetics heir William P. Lauder. He bought the first lot in 2020 for more than $25 million, public records show. The next year, he acquired an adjacent property in a private transaction. At the time of those deals, grand houses stood on the two pieces of land. Mr. Lauder demolished both.

Why would someone acquire a pair of oceanfront mansions only to tear them down and let the land lie fallow?

"Buyers want what they want and can get what they want," Ms. DeWoody said. "And sometimes what people want might change."

Two years ago, Mr. Lauder listed the two properties for $178 million. In February, they were sold off market for an undisclosed sum. The buyer was not named in public records.

While many in Palm Beach are curious about the identity of their deep-pocketed new neighbor, Ryan Serhant, the real estate agent who represented the buyer in the deal, declined to say who his client was, citing a nondisclosure agreement. Mr. Lauder did not reply to requests for comment.

The real estate mystery deepened in June, when two more estates on North Ocean Boulevard -- directly inland from the lots previously owned by Mr. Lauder -- were sold to an unknown buyer, perhaps the same person.

This oceanfront home, at 1071 North Ocean Boulevard in Palm Beach, Fla., no longer exists. It was torn down in recent years to make way for something perhaps even grander. Andy Frame


The first of these, at 1066 North Ocean Boulevard, was a Mediterranean-style villa owned by the lawyer Thomas E. Harvey and his wife, the former Hearst executive Cathleen P. Black. It sold for a reported $18 million to Creekshore L.L.C., a Delaware-based limited liability company registered to Greyson Blue, a lawyer in Seattle who has worked closely with the Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates.

The sale of the second property, a 5,800-square-foot house on a half-acre lot at 1072 North Ocean Boulevard, quickly followed. It went for $30 million to Mango Leaf L.L.C., another Delaware limited liability company with ties to Mr. Blue.

Once again, Mr. Serhant, who appeared in nine seasons of the Bravo series "Million Dollar Listing New York," was the agent on the buyer's side of the deals; once again, he declined to shed light on his mystery client (or clients). Mr. Gates was not the buyer of the two inland properties, according to a spokesman. Mr. Blue did not respond to requests for comment.

Residents of the small island, along with local brokers and journalists at South Florida real estate trade publications and The Wall Street Journal, have raised the possibility that one of Mr. Gates's former Microsoft associates may have been behind the spate of acquisitions, naming the billionaires Steve Ballmer and Charles Simonyi as likely possibilities. Neither Mr. Ballmer nor Mr. Simonyi responded to requests for comment for this article.

While much remains obscure, what is clear is that, while global markets remain uneasy, the market in Palm Beach real estate continues to be, as the broker Ms. DeWoody noted, "bulletproof."

Surely, the most famous part-time resident is President Trump. Yet he is far from the wealthiest. Bloomberg has pegged the net worth of the Palm Beach homeowner Julia Flesher Koch and her family, for instance, at more than $80 billion. Other multibillionaires in that economic stratum and the same neighborhood include the brokerage magnate Thomas Peterffy and the Blackstone Group chief executive Stephen A. Schwarzman.

Originally envisioned as a haven for moneyed Northerners, Palm Beach benefits from the geographic advantages that inspired its original developer, the Standard Oil magnate Henry Flagler, to characterize it as a "veritable paradise." And its physical isolation makes it ideally suited to an increasingly insulated elite. Accessible only by way of three drawbridges, the town has its own Police Department, Fire Department and, since the 2016 election, Secret Service security zone.

Pointing to a building boom in nearby West Palm Beach, Todd Peter, a real estate agent at Sotheby's, noted that, for those at the apex of the wealth pyramid, Palm Beach island is, in some sense, an inevitable destination.

"There's only so much world-class oceanfront to go around," Mr. Peter said.

27 Coveted Acres

No one seems more hellbent on gobbling up attractive Palm Beach properties than the hedge fund titan, Republican donor and philanthropist Ken Griffin.

More than a decade ago, Mr. Griffin began acquiring mega-mansions along a stretch of South County Road known even then as Billionaires' Row. Not long after each deal closed, Mr. Griffin bulldozed each one.

By the best current estimates, Mr. Griffin, the 56-year-old founder and majority owner of the Citadel hedge fund, now owns in excess of 27 contiguous acres -- beating a local record formerly held by Mr. Trump's Mar-a-Lago, which was for years the largest residential compound on Palm Beach.

Plans approved by Palm Beach's architectural commission in 2022 show that Mr. Griffin intended to build a private home on roughly eight of those South County Road acres. The designer is the Seattle architectural firm Olson Kundig, whose high-profile clients have included Jeff Bezos, LeBron James and Mr. Gates. At 50,000 square feet, the residence will be only slightly less roomy than the White House. The plans also include a guesthouse and a swimming pool.

"Ken is building a house for his mother in Palm Beach that will be completed next year," Zia Ahmed, a spokesman for Mr. Griffin, said. In the future, he added, Mr. Griffin "will build another home on the property for him and his family."

A plan approved by Palm Beach's architectural commission shows what the billionaire Ken Griffin has in mind for his oceanfront property at 60 Blossom Way. Town of Palm Beach


Currently ranked the 31st richest person in the world by Forbes, Mr. Griffin has a penchant for trophies, reportedly once paying a combined $500 million to acquire a Jackson Pollock and a Willem de Kooning from the collection of the billionaire entertainment mogul David Geffen. His most notable acquisitions may be the properties he collects like trading cards.

In 2019, he embarked on what amounted to a spree, spending $238 million for a 24,000-square-foot condominium quadruplex atop 220 Central Park South in Manhattan. That same year, he paid $122 million for a 16,000-square-foot house near Buckingham Palace in London. For good measure, he picked up a co-op at 740 Park Avenue in Manhattan for a cool $45 million; the seller, as it happens, was Ms. Koch.

The binge continued with the $84.4 million purchase of Calvin Klein's former estate in Southampton, N.Y., which Mr. Griffin added to a portfolio that also included homes in Hawaii; St. Tropez; Coconut Grove, Fla.; and Star Island, a gated community in Miami, his main residence.

Still, it is here in Palm Beach that the buying habits of this reticent billionaire -- who seldom gives interviews and declined, through his spokesman, to comment for this article -- seem at their most conspicuous and, perhaps, strategic.

In Palm Beach these days, it is no longer enough to own a landmark house by a noted architect like Addison Mizner, Maurice Fatio or Marion Sims Wyeth. Nor is it meaningful to test the latitudes of local preservation boards with mega-structures like one resembling an airport terminal and owned by John Phelan, the investor and Trump donor sworn in as secretary of the Navy in March.

Rather, the status flex for today's billionaire class is snapping up mansions, tearing them down and fitting the accumulated properties together like pieces of a colossal jigsaw puzzle.

Mr. Griffin, the chief executive of Citadel, a hedge fund based in Miami, owns a number of coveted Palm Beach properties. Jeenah Moon for The New York Times


Construction has begun at Mr. Griffin's Blossom Way property. Saul Martinez for The New York Times


"You have to think about the brains that are being used to do these deals," said Mr. Serhant, the broker who was in the middle of the four mysterious real estate deals along North Ocean Boulevard.

"Look at the wealth that's been created in private equity," he added. "These are people that assemble companies, that have a mergers-and-acquisitions mind-set."

Above all, the new class of Palm Beach buyer, Mr. Serhant suggested, is chasing rarity. "If you have 125 feet of oceanfront, your house is only as beautiful as the next new beautiful house," he said. Double that, and "you begin to control the views, the noise levels, the privacy, the neighborhood."

Given the scarcity of properties with oceanfront access, what a buyer like Mr. Griffin has done is create his own billionaire biosphere.

"Palm Beach island is 100 percent built out," said the designer Steven Stolman, a former longtime Palm Beach resident. "There's no place to go -- and so the only way to get a new house is to tear something down."

Thus the demolition derby that accompanied buying sprees by the likes of Mr. Lauder and Mr. Griffin -- in Mr. Griffin's case, one that entailed the razing not just of fixer-uppers but of other titans' trophies.

Case in point: the mansion at 60 Blossom Way.

The house was formerly owned by the billionaire businessman George Lindemann, who hired the exacting French architect Thierry Despont to build the ultimate Palm Beach residence. It was put on the market soon after Mr. Lindemann's death in 2018, and Mr. Griffin bought it for $99.13 million. Then he demolished it. Before that tear down, companies controlled by Mr. Griffin had acquired five other Blossom Way properties.

"Essentially, he bought the whole Blossom estate," Ms. Stolman noted.

La Follia

In 2019, Mr. Griffin made another attention-grabbing deal in Palm Beach, paying $105 million for La Follia, an Italianate limestone villa built by the investment banking heiress and Broadway producer Terry Allen Kramer on a 4.5-acre plot stretching from the Atlantic to Lake Worth Lagoon.

The house -- site of storied Thanksgiving luncheons given by Ms. Kramer and a sometime hideaway for her friend Melania Trump -- features 13 bedrooms, a home theater and a fitness center spread across its 37,516 square feet of livable space.

The entrance to La Follia, a Palm Beach estate. Saul Martinez for The New York Times


Revelers at La Follia in January. Saul Martinez for The New York Times

The valet parking scene at La Follia. Saul Martinez for The New York Times


On a balmy night in January, La Follia served as the backdrop of a benefit for Habitat for Humanity, courtesy of Mr. Griffin. As the night wore on, guests could not help but note a certain irony: Palm Beach County is in the grip of a severe affordable-housing crisis, and the gala was taking place in an oceanside palace whose owner, seldom on the premises himself, had reportedly bought the place for his mother.

Though the revelers were given access to the loggias and gardens, La Follia's private quarters and its vast entertaining rooms were off limits to all but the catering staff. Asked by this reporter to describe the interiors of the warehouse-size home, a server offered one word: "Vacant."

In the months since then, bulldozers and backhoes have been observed entering properties adjacent to La Follia through a gate guarded by off-duty officers from the Palm Beach Police Department.

The gate lies a short distance from La Follia's entrance and the stone elephants standing sentinel at its approach. At this writing, the white stone house stands gleaming on its rise overlooking the Atlantic and the Intracoastal Waterway. But its fate is uncertain.

"Given what we know," Mr. Stolman said, "it's only a matter of time before they bring in the wrecking ball."
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Flocking To


An Art Hub Surrounded by Fjords and Forests

Four insiders share their favorite things in Trondheim, Norway, including a waterfront sauna, a hidden beach hotel and a world-class orchestra.

Trondheim, Norway, a capital during the Viking era, has recently become a hub for contemporary art.



By Gisela Williams



Jul 25, 2025 at 04:00 PM

T's monthly travel series, Flocking To, highlights places you might already have on your wish list, sharing tips from frequent visitors and locals alike. Sign up here to find us in your inbox once a month, along with our weekly roundup of cultural recommendations, monthly beauty guides and the latest stories from our print issues. Have a question? You can always reach us at tmagazine@nytimes.com.



Founded by a Viking king in 997, Trondheim, in central Norway, was the Norwegian kingdom's capital for nearly 200 years. For centuries, the city was perhaps best known for its royal pedigree, thanks to its most prominent landmark, the opulent Nidaros cathedral. Begun in 1070, the edifice has since served as the site where many of the country's royals have been officially or ceremonially crowned, and as the end point of medieval pilgrimage routes.

In the 18th and 19th centuries, Trondheim morphed into a college town: It's home to the Norwegian University of Science and Technology, as well as several other universities. In the past decade or so, it's become a culinary destination as well -- surrounded by fjords and farms, restaurants have easy access to fresh ingredients -- and even more recently, it's established itself as a fledgling center of contemporary art.

Left: the "Postcards From the Future" exhibit in the main hall of the PoMo, where it closed last month, featured several sculptures by the Austrian artist Franz West and French artist Philippe Parreno's installation "Speech Bubbles" on the ceiling. From August through October, the space will display works from Picasso's final decade in the exhibition "Picasso: The Code of Painting." Right: a seating area in the museum titled K-Bench for PoMo, by the Belgian designer Charles Kaisin. Eivind H. Natvig


Earlier this year, the art museum PoMo (the name is short for Posten Moderne, or Modern Post Office) opened in a 1911 post office in the town center, a few blocks from where the celebrated Norwegian artist Kjell Erik Killi-Olsen debuted his avant-garde art space, K.U.K., in 2021. PoMo, a collaboration between the Paris-based architect and designer India Mahdavi and the Norwegian architect Erik Langdalen, is a dramatic and joyful transformation of a 43,000-square-foot Art Nouveau building, now filled with the collection of the museum's founders, Trondheim natives Monica and Ole Robert Reitan, including works by Isa Genzken and Catherine Opie. A month later, in February, the Reitans also opened the lavishly designed Nye Hjorten theater next door. "When I was growing up here, the city didn't even have a fine arts museum," says the conceptual artist Ingar Dragset. "It's very exciting what's happening in Trondheim at the moment."

Though it's the third largest city in Norway, Trondheim has a population of just over 215,000, which means it still feels more like a small town, albeit one with a world-class orchestra. And while the art scene may be its latest enticement, the natural setting and outdoor diversions are as magnetic as they've ever been. Built around one of the largest fjords in Norway, Trondheim is adjacent to islands and forests carved with premier downhill- and cross-country ski runs. (This year the city hosted the Nordic World Ski Championships.) In summer, the surroundings lend themselves to fjord-side walks, kayaking excursions and park picnics.

We asked a few locals and frequent visitors, including Dragset and Mahdavi, to recommend some of their favorite spots in and around Trondheim.




The Insiders




Charlotte de Stael, the owner of the city's fashion boutique Shine, and a granddaughter of the Russian-born French artist Nicolas de Stael, moved to Trondheim from Paris 30 years ago.




The conceptual artist Ingar Dragset, raised in Trondheim, is part of the Berlin-based artistic duo Elmgreen & Dragset, best known for their permanent art installations, including "Prada Marfa" in West Texas.




After winning the television cooking competition "Top Chef Norway" in 2016, the Trondheim-based chef Renee Fagerhoi opened the city's Bula Neobistro. Earlier this year, she opened her second restaurant, the American-inspired Olgas, in the Nye Hjorten theater.




The architect and designer India Mahdavi, who lives in Paris, spent two years traveling to Trondheim as the lead interior designer of the recently opened PoMo art museum.

Illustrations by Richard Pedaline



Sleep

Left: the Liv Ullmann suite at Trondheim's Brittania Hotel. Right: a guest room at Nidaros Pilgrim Hotel. Eivind H. Natvig


"The hotels in Norway go all out when it comes to breakfast. There's even an annual contest. The Scandic Nidelven, while not especially pretty, constantly wins the Norwegian competition for best hotel breakfast. That's because 90 percent of its breakfast buffet is made up of local specialties. Make sure to ask for a room that looks out over the river.

"The Nidaros Pilgrim Hotel might have small rooms -- it caters to people making pilgrimages -- but it's decently priced and has a terrace and looks out over the river. It also has a nice breakfast (the bread is made from the hotel's own grains) and has 23 bedrooms [along with two four-bed dormitories], all quite cozy and most outfitted with antique furniture. You have to book very far in advance for the summertime.

"For those who want to escape the city for a short stay on the Atlantic coast, the Stokkoya Beach Hotel -- a hotel with glamping tents on a white-sand beach within a two-and-a-half-hour drive from Trondheim -- is very popular. It's hidden in the dunes with a restaurant on the beach, which serves fabulous seafood." -- Charlotte de Stael

"The Britannia Hotel is like the Claridge's of Norway. It was an old palace hotel that was renovated several years ago and now offers good food and very comfortable spaces in an extremely central location." -- India Mahdavi



Eat and Drink

Left: Kafe Skuret, one of the old fishermen's huts turned pubs on Trondheim's waterfront. Right: at Spontan Wine Bar, a puff pastry filled with chicken liver cream and topped with lingonberry gel. Eivind H. Natvig


"Bula Neobistro has fun, colorful interiors. The staff are very big on natural wines. I always discover a new favorite bottle every time I go there.

"A sweet thing to do is to walk along [the Nidelva] where there are some old-fashioned pubs housed in former fishermen's sheds. Kafe Skuret is a great example of this kind of place. In summer, it's nice to drink a beer or schnapps and sit in the sun and look at the old boats docked in front." -- C.D.S.

"Baklandet Skydsstation, a famous cafe in a historic neighborhood next to the Nidelva, serves traditional herring dishes and a delicious fish soup. It's the perfect place to try Norwegian aquavit.

"One of my favorite bars in the world is Moskus. It's small; the staff play vinyl. It's like something out of a Murakami novel. The people from the city's art scene hang out here, but it's the kind of place I could bring my mom. They also make really good cocktails." -- Ingar Dragset

"My first head chef, Havard Klempe, just opened Kombo on the top floor of a building that overlooks the whole city. It's flashy in a good way and the food is so insanely good. It's the kind of cuisine you can't put in a box: modern and creative European food. They also have a great collaboration going on between the chef and the mixologist [Jorgen Dons], so they have really good drinks as well.

"The best bakery in the city is Isak-Sellanraa adjacent to the library. They bake artisanal organic sourdough. There's also a cafe. I love the name. It's inspired by one of my favorite books, "Growth of the Soil," by Knut Hamsun. It's about a guy named Isak who has a farm called Sellanraa." -- Renee Fagerhoi

"Tollbua is a lively waterside bistro in an industrial stone building. They serve a delicious four- to six-course set menu, which might include scallops served with sea buckthorn or smoked salmon with gooseberries.

"Spontan is a wine bar with a seafood-inspired tasting menu. You can just drop in and grab a seat at the bar, or you can book a table for a more fine-dining experience." -- I.M.



Shop

Left: the Shine boutique stocks both Scandinavian and French designers. Right: at Tantes Hage, a cafe with a greenhouse, many of the plants, antiques and other are furnishings are for sale. Eivind H. Natvig


"Tantes Hage, whose name means 'aunt's garden,' is by the Nidelva, not far from the cathedral. It's a very sweet, personal place run by a couple. The name says it all: It's a garden with a greenhouse, and there are lovely plants everywhere and outdoor furniture. They serve delicious baked goods and home-cooked dishes, but most of the furnishings -- a lot of antiques and flea market finds -- are for sale. I ended up with some lovely plates the last time I was there." -- I.D.

"One of the city's stylish fashion boutiques is the Shine shop, which sells a mix of Scandinavian and French designers. One wall of windows peeks into the garden of the royal family's palace." -- I.M.

"Even urban hipsters will love the woolly jumpers, perfect for cold Nordic weather, and the nautical-style clothing and work wear found at Sjosproyt." -- R.F.



Take Home

Left: Husfliden, a 138-year-old shop in Trondheim's city center, sells traditional Norwegian clothing, accessories and housewares as well as an ample selection of yarn. Right: the owner of the Gravraak Teatelier, a tea shop near the city's riverfront, blends many of her teas from herbs she forages locally. Eivind H. Natvig


"Husfliden sells traditional Norwegian things like old objects carved in wood, wool blankets, special knives and the silver jewelry that you wear with your traditional outfits. In Trondheim, for special occasions women wear a wool skirt and tight woven wool vest.

"There's a tea shop in the historic center called the Gravraak Teatelier where the owner blends all her own teas, often using plants that she grows and forages for." -- C.D.S



Explore

Left: the Ringve Music Museum sits on the grounds of Ringve Botanical Garden. Right: the Ringve Music Museum has about 2,000 instruments in its collections, including clavichords from the 1700s and a Gibson Les Paul electric guitar from 1952. On guided tours, museum staff play some of the historic instruments. Eivind H. Natvig


"It's so important for me that Trondheim has the National Museum of Decorative Arts and Design. The Hannah Ryggen tapestries [on display there] were so inspiring to me when I was a child. Ryggen was a tapestry artist working in the early 20th century, and her style was modernist. Her work contained political messages. One of her famous pieces, "Ethiopia" (1935), referred to Mussolini's invasion; it's an incredible work.

"The K.U.K. is an example of a more recent contemporary artist space -- one that was initiated by Kjell Erik Killi-Olsen, a local and one of Norway's most prolific artists. It's all about young art and artists.

"The Ringve Music Museum was founded by Victoria Bachke, originally from Russia, who was a music lover and collected instruments. Around the museum there's a beautiful garden." -- I.D.

"There are quite a few classical music aficionados who travel to Trondheim just to listen to T.S.O. [Trondheim Symphony Orchestra], the city's classical music orchestra. You can often catch them at the Olavshallen concert hall." -- C.D.S.

"Rotvoll, an area where I grew up, is a nice place to explore and have a picnic. It feels like you are in the countryside, but it's only 15 minutes [from the city center] by bus. There's a beautiful organic farm, close to the sea, with a little farm shop and juicery where they make apple juice. In summer, there are tons of sunflowers everywhere." -- R.F.

"A friend of mine took me to Sjobadet, an incredible sauna on the water. From the inside, you have this endless view. Norwegians are very serious about their saunas. It's very normal to go three times a week at 8 a.m. and then jump into the freezing water afterward. It's a community, multigenerational thing.

"Everyone in Trondheim has bicycles and is always either biking or walking. There's a great walk called Ladestien that's about eight kilometers [five miles] and follows the fjord, with several small historic churches and cafes along the way." -- I.M.

These interviews have been edited and condensed.

Read past editions of Flocking To here.
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Coming Soon: Your Beautiful, Successful, Confident Life

For some believers in manifestation, vision boards have become a little like movie trailers, as brought to you by A.I.

Video: 

Sharon Melzer recently moved from poster visionboards to A.I. videos, like the one above, depicting the life she wants.


By Alyson Krueger



Jul 26, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Sharon Melzer, 24, has long believed in manifestation, or the idea that she can bring her hopes and dreams to life by visualizing them.

Ms. Melzer, who lives in New York City and works in communications, has been making vision boards since the age of 14. She was influenced by her mother's reading of the 2006 blockbuster book "The Secret" by Rhonda Byrne, and would cut out photographs from magazines and glue them to a poster board.

But pictures depicting models didn't feel right. When creating a vision board, you're supposed to be "as specific as possible," Ms. Melzer said.

Now, thanks to improved artificial intelligence technology, she can be -- by putting herself, or an avatar that closely resembles her, in videos depicting her ideal future.

These digital vision boards are a little like movie trailers showing coming attractions. In one, Ms. Melzer is flying on a private plane, giving a keynote address to a packed room and getting a notification on her computer that she reached 100,000 subscribers on YouTube. 

Ms. Melzer, who will soon start a master's program in public relations and corporate communications, hopes to become a content creator in tech, A.I. and marketing, and eventually build her own marketing and public relations agency.

She watches the videos -- about 20 now, mostly made using a platform called Freepik -- when she wakes up in the morning and before she goes to bed. She said that by doing this instead of scrolling through Instagram or TikTok, she's focusing on her own goals, not "other people achieving their goals."

Artificial intelligence has already entered so many different areas of our lives. And now, it's being employed to show us our potential futures. In April, Harvard Business Review published a study on how people were using generative A.I. "Organizing my life" and "finding purpose" ranked in second and third place, right behind "therapy/companionship."

Using A.I. for manifestation has taken off in the past year, said Catherine Goetze, the C.E.O. of CatGPT, an A.I. educational platform. She pointed to a trend that went viral on TikTok in late 2024 in which users asked ChatGPT to have a conversation with them about what they wanted in life.

Manifesters can also use ChatGPT to create a photo of their older selves and then insert it into video generation tools like Runway, Google's Veo 3 and Kling A.I. Or they can use an app like Freepik, as Ms. Melzer does, to make an avatar that is inserted into videos. 

The technology to make video, in particular, has greatly improved, Ms. Goetze said, but making these videos is still for a "medium-advanced A.I. user," added Amy Wu, the founder of an app called Manifest. 

Video: 

Two weeks before he appeared on a podcast for work, Matt Stewart took footage from the actual podcast and added himself to it using Runway.

These avatars aren't identical to the human they depict -- some are even "a bit creepy" Ms. Melzer said. But they're "really close."

To Ms. Goetze of CatGPT, the videos look real enough that she is compelled to remind users they are not "crystal balls," she said. "The computer has been trained to reflect back at you what you tell it, so if it shows you as a billionaire, it doesn't mean you are going to be a billionaire. It just means you told it you want to be a billionaire."

Roxie Nafousi, the author of "Manifest: 7 Steps to Living Your Best Life," warned that "just watching a video is not enough." It's simply the first step before "working on yourself, your belief systems, your mind-set, taking action, stepping out of your comfort zone."

As long as the limitations are known, some mental health experts say making videos of your dream life can have value. "One of the biggest blocks I experience with people when I start working with them is they have trouble having a clear vision," said John Mark Shaw, an executive and life coach based in New York City. He said he was encouraging clients to play around with A.I. to see if it was helpful.

Matt Stewart, 35, a design consultant in Brooklyn, said he had started making videos of himself succeeding at upcoming tasks, "so when I am actually there, my body is used to it," he said. 

Two weeks before he appeared on a podcast for work, he took footage from the actual podcast and added himself to it using Runway. When he entered the studio for the actual taping, "it felt more like a continuation than a big event." 

But for some, these life trailers are a step too far. 

Alexandria Roemer, who lives in Austin, Texas, and is building a women's leadership retreat company, uses ChatGPT to help her hone her personal and professional visions. "I say, 'Ask me a series of questions that help me get clear on every single facet of what my dream life looks like'." 

But that's where Ms. Roemer, 32, leaves it. She worries that just as the movie version of a book can be disappointing, so too can a movie version of your future.

Instead, she said, "I can close my eyes and I can imagine."
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An Era of Authenticity (or Something Like It)

Celebrities are being praised for openly discussing plastic surgery and Photoshop. Are they raging against a machine they created?

Kris Jenner recently discussed undergoing a face lift, which was a rare acknowledgment of such a procedure by a celebrity. Marco Bertorello/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Jessica Roy



Jul 28, 2025 at 10:01 AM

When Kylie Jenner and her mother, Kris, admitted last month that they had gotten plastic surgery, it was hailed by many as the start of a new era in celebrity transparency around beauty.

"445 cc, moderate profile, half under the muscle!!!!! silicone!!! garth fisher!!! hope this helps lol," Kylie Jenner had responded to a fan asking for the exact specifications of her breast augmentation.

The moment -- casual, off the cuff, peppered with internet speak and made in the comments of a TikTok -- immediately became a hot topic on social media, just as her mother's discussion of her face lift a few weeks earlier had.

Other celebrities, naturally, jumped on the bandwagon.

Kristin Cavallari, a former star of "The Hills," shared her own breast implant specifications on Instagram, while the real estate tycoon and "Shark Tank" star Barbara Corcoran revealed a whole host of procedures she's had done, including three face lifts, a neck lift and a "lower eyelid skin pinch."

Kristin Cavallari joined the trend of acknowledging cosmetic procedures when she offered details on her breast implant surgery. Michael Reaves/Getty Images

Barbara Corcoran, who made her name in real estate before becoming a star of "Shark Tank," talked about getting face lifts and other procedures. Winnie Au for The New York Times


Last week, Khloe Kardashian admitted that she used to "heavily Photoshop" her photos until she looked like a "cartoon character."

"There was a time that I was around some people that would make me feel like I needed to," Ms. Kardashian said on her podcast, "Khloe in Wonderland." "I also think it was the era, too. I felt like a lot of people were Photoshopping or heavily Photoshopping more than they do now. I do feel like there was a time that we all just got consumed in this filter lifestyle and we couldn't see ourselves without a filter."

The beauty standards themselves are inauthentic -- that is, unnatural and impossible to attain without surgical or technological intervention -- but the open discussion around how to achieve them has been praised as a form of authenticity by fans, many of whom felt they had previously been gaslit by celebrities claiming their perfect forms were the result of diet and exercise.

According to Dr. Kelly Killeen, a plastic surgeon based in Beverly Hills, Calif., the open discussion of plastic surgery has resulted in an uptick in patients asking for the exact same procedures their favorite celebrities have gotten.

"I'm seeing so many patients coming in with, like, a Burger King order," Dr. Killeen said in an interview. "They're like, 'I want the Kylie Jenner.'"

Kylie Jenner seemingly started the trend of radical honesty when she answered a question on social media about the specifics of her breast augmentation surgery. Luigi Costantini/Associated Press


The plastic surgery admissions, oddly enough, have come from stars who have seemingly built their careers on omissions and obfuscations.

Between lavish birthday parties, multimillion-dollar mansions and unattainable bodies, there has been nothing less relatable and authentic in recent years than celebrities like the Kardashians. This is not the first time people have sought escapism in being a voyeur of luxurious lifestyles -- think Paris Hilton in the early aughts, as Wall Street crashed -- and as economic anxiety rises yet again, Dr. Killeen said the trend offers a chance to change the discussion around the celebrities.

"The Kardashians love to rage against the machine they created," she said.

In this case it seems to be working, possibly because the act of being open about their plastic surgeries and proclivities for Photoshop appeals to Gen Z -- a generation that values, according to a 2023 report from the consulting firm EY, "being authentic and true to oneself" more than anything else.

"More than 90 percent rated authenticity as very or extremely important," the report said. "This is driving a backlash against 'perfectionism,' or trying to conform to be like, look like and sound like the idealized versions of oneself shared through filtered selfies and retouched photos. Gen Z, instead, is increasingly embracing their authentic, unedited view of themselves and the world around them -- and expecting others to respect them for the same."

"We've left the Instagram era of perfectly crafted and edited photos into the era of TikTok, where people just pick their phone up and look the way they look and act the way they act, and share their experiences," Dr. Killeen said. "And I think especially Gen Z has transitioned into this era of, 'I'm not trying to be perfect. I'm just being myself.'"

There is, however, some nuance to Gen Z's approach to authenticity. Despite an expressed desire to be true to themselves, members of the generation have said they care less and less about authenticity from influencers -- perhaps because the efforts to appear relatable have fallen flat. Naming the aesthetic helpers, whether the celebrity in question is using plastic surgery or semaglutide drugs, may also demystify them, and make the celebrity's quest for perfection less interesting and, in turn, less relevant.

But for now, the trend seems to have hit the pause button on celebrities pretending they "woke up like this."

"I think that young women understanding that these things aren't achievable without surgery is really important," Dr. Killeen said. "I hope that we don't go so far as young women starting to think you need these things, which is always a fear, but at least now people know, and it's not like the J. Lo, 'I look like this because I use olive oil on my skin.'"

"I mean, come on," she added.
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style outside


How to Look Cool in the Heat

People on the streets of New York City in recent weeks have offered plenty of inspiration, whether you're dressing up or down.

Layering in summer can signify a person's commitment to looking stylish despite the warm weather -- or the fact that they work in an air-conditioned office.



Photographs and Text by Simbarashe Cha
Simbarashe Cha wrote the text and made these photographs for Style Outside, a visual column that explores street style around the world.


Jul 30, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Summer heat waves can make it difficult to simply step outside. But New Yorkers consistently manage to look good, whether they are commuting to some gloriously air-conditioned Midtown office, shopping along Fifth Avenue or lounging in one of the city's parks.

It's understandable that the sweltering heat can make the simple idea of getting dressed feel like a daunting task. But the people who have it figured out seem to abide by shared principles: keep it loose and breathable, light colors are your friend, and never underestimate the power of a cool comfortable shoe -- or of a good ol' plain white tee.

An outfit of earthy tones melded nicely with the lush green surroundings.


A miniskirt that brought to mind sticks of Fruit Stripe gum.


A white tee functioned as a visual palette cleanser between a green hat and citrusy shorts.

Soft curls contrasted nicely against a shirt's angular plaid print.


A parade of lively pants.


Painterly prints encouraged the eye to travel.

As this ensemble made clear, cowboy boots are always in season.


 A pair of dresses that recalled iced and rainbow-sprinkle-covered confections.


The stoop stood in for a beach chair and the bucket hat for an umbrella.

A blazer worn over a tank top and a shirt unbuttoned to the sternum struck a balance between dressy and casual.


Cross necklaces united these dark and light outfits.


A flowy tube dress that exemplified the term "easy breezy."


They wore black and white and red in doses.

Another ensemble with pops of red, from headphones to peep-toe heels.


A gathering of whites and grays.


Walking in uniform.


A netted top gave an outfit texture -- and some ventilation.

A fitted tank top accentuated the curves of slouchy jeans.


Blazing through a crosswalk dressed in all black. 


The fringe made for a fun surprise.


Buttoned up, but still cool.

Suits that evoked the moment when the final bell rings on the last day of school.


Each was just the right amount of disheveled. 


A series of hats in the colors of the ocean.


Yellow tees at golden hour.


A dress equal parts floral and starry.

Plunging necklines were a hot way to beat the heat.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/style/street-style-heat-wave-nyc.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




The Rise of the Reality Star D.J.

In search of a new side hustle, numerous stars of reality television have branched out into music. Do they know what they're doing?

Meredith Marks, of "The Real Housewives of Salt Lake City," is one of many stars of reality TV who has started moonlighting as a D.J. Chelsea Guglielmino/FilmMagic, via Getty Images



By Jessica Roy



Jul 26, 2025 at 10:00 AM

On a recent episode of "Next Gen NYC," a reality show that follows the 20-something progeny of Bravo stars as they navigate life in New York City, the influencer Riley Burruss shocks her mother with a career confession.

"I want to be a D.J.," she tells Kandi Burruss, a producer, entrepreneur and former star of "The Real Housewives of Atlanta."

"When you were growing up, we always had this plan: You're going to be a lawyer one day," the elder Ms. Burruss counters.

Not anymore.

Riley Burruss appears to be joining the ranks of reality stars who are seeking to add D.J. to their multihyphenate. Ms. Burruss, who graduated from N.Y.U. with a bachelor's degree in music, has more credibility than most.

Beyond her there is Kyle Cooke, the 42-year-old star of the Bravo show "Summer House," and a founder of the beverage company Loverboy, who revealed last year that he's "always wanted to be a D.J.," prompting derision from at least a few of his castmates. (He recently completed a multicity tour.) In February, Dorinda Medley, a former cast member of "The Real Housewives of New York City," was the D.J. at a Fashion Week party for The Cut, and last month, Meredith Marks, of "The Real Housewives of Salt Lake City," spun tunes for a Times Square crowd during Pride.

Gone are the days of model/D.J. Enter: the reality star/D.J.

Kyle Cooke, of the Bravo show "Summer House," recently completed a multicity tour as a D.J. Paul Archuleta/Getty Images


Rob Principe, who helped found the Scratch DJ Academy in 2002 as a place to teach the art of being a disc jockey, said in a recent interview that it has never been easier to get into the field. He estimates that he has taught more than 500,000 students, but the rise of streaming services, and the creation of software like Serato, has made the whole thing more approachable.

"You had the democratization of music," he said. "Everybody now can access millions of songs right on any devices they carry with them everywhere, so the barrier to entry got obliterated."

Mr. Principe said that the students enrolling at Scratch used to come from all walks of life. Now, however, he's noticed "it's more early 20s, people that are either artistic by nature, that truly want to learn it like as an instrument and an art form, and then others that are interested in learning it as a kind of a side hustle."

As a fan of reality TV, Mr. Principe has watched with interest as the Bravo set gravitated toward his field. And though he can't name names, he said "a significant number of this cohort come to us" and that they fully confess to having booked gigs without knowing how to D.J.

Dorinda Medley, a former cast member of "The Real Housewives of New York City," performed at a Fashion Week party for The Cut. Jason Lowrie/BFA.com, via Shutterstock


The search for a side hustle make sense. Unless the show in question is a major hit, or the person involved is a longtime cast member, being a reality star isn't as lucrative as one might think. And the cost of constantly appearing camera-ready can be exorbitant.

Reality stars, as a result, frequently look for other income streams. Some partner with Amazon Live to host shopping events, while others create companies -- like Loverboy -- that can be pitched on their shows. Being a D.J. opens up their options, allowing them to get paid to host parties and play sets at nightclubs around the country. Mr. Principe estimates a club could pay $1,500-$2,500 for a set, though brand and corporate events would pay more.

For other Bravo stars, being a D.J. has helped them transition out of the hospitality industry. The most commercially successful of the Bravo D.J. bunch is James Kennedy, the former "Vanderpump Rules" bus boy, who -- despite being arrested in December on a domestic violence charge -- continues to perform at nightclubs and casinos across the country. The budding D.J. career of Maddi Reese, a star of "Southern Hospitality," and a manager at the Charleston nightclub Republic, was a major plotline on the show this season. Her goal? To eventually get big enough to quit Republic.

Maddie Reese, of "Southern Hospitality," hopes a D.J. career could allow her to quit her job as manager of the Charleston nightclub Republic. Imagespace/Shutterstock


Some of the stars are, undoubtedly, in it for the love of the craft, while others are simply hopping on the bandwagon to make a few bucks. But Mr. Principe said that for many in the industry, it doesn't matter if they have the requisite skills that would be expected from a D.J.

"If they're enjoying themselves and they're coming for the experience, who cares?" he said.

He added, however, that knowing your stuff can't hurt.

"It's always a more enriching experience as an artist and to connect to your fans if you truly understand the art form so you can be the best ambassador possible for it," he said.
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Readers Sent Us Hundreds of Local Climate Solutions

As part of our 50 States, 50 Fixes series, more than 2,400 Times readers wrote in to tell us about climate action in their communities.

A youth group at Groundwork Elizabeth helped with weeding and other chores at a microforest behind the Elmora Public Library in Elizabeth, N.J., this month. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times



By Cara Buckley and Catrin Einhorn



Jul 24, 2025 at 10:08 PM

This week we've covered big developments in climate policy. Our colleague Lisa Friedman broke the news that the Trump administration was planning to debilitate the government's ability to fight climate change. The next day, the International Court of Justice, weighing in on climate change for the first time, said countries must protect people from the "urgent and existential threat" of climate change.

Amid all that news, we hit a quiet milestone on the Climate desk, publishing five more stories in 50 States, 50 Fixes, our series about state and local environmental solutions. With this batch, we reached our midway point: 25 states down, 25 to go.

As part of the series, we asked readers to tell us about effective environmental fixes underway around the country.

And, wow, did you deliver.

As of midday on Thursday, we had received more than 2,400 submissions, oftentimes with dozens of ideas from every state. Several of your suggestions made it into the series, including the stories from Connecticut, Minnesota, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. There were thousands more that we couldn't use, but we wanted to share a few reader ideas that really popped.

Local solutions from Times readers

Native plants were especially popular. We received more than 100 submissions from people who planted pollinator-friendly gardens in backyards, church lots, hillsides, medians and once-abandoned lots, creating habitat that supports beneficial insects, bats, birds and other wildlife.

We heard about the success of the green club at the Valley Ranch Association, a large homeowners' association in Irving, Texas. Such associations often oppose native plantings, but Valley Ranch has earned certification as a National Wildlife Federation Community Wildlife Habitat, with pollinator gardens and parks and a prairie of native wildflower and grass.

Another reader, Kate Galer, wrote to us about the residents of Delmont Avenue in Ardmore, Pa., who worked with a local conservancy to green their street, unpaving driveways, creating rain gardens, removing turf grass and planting perennials, trees and shrubs.

We heard about how your children were making a difference. A reader from Macomb Township, Mich., told us about her high-school daughter who, in 2023, at age 14, began planting trees in their community to help fight climate change and started a grass-roots organization called Plant It Forward.

Another reader, Pat O'Connor, of Athens, Ga., told us about his son Aydan O'Connor's lawn care company, Dead Silent Lawn Care, which uses all-electric equipment, a far cleaner alternative to two-stroke gas lawn mowers.

Others wrote to tell us about state programs, like Whole Home Repairs, in Pennsylvania, which helps low-income property owners improve energy efficiency, weatherize homes, add rooftop solar panels and make repairs. Or a water quality program in Ohio called H2Ohio that tackles algal blooms, reduces salt runoff from roads and lowers pollution from farms.

We heard about regenerative farming, solar panel installations, food forests, neighborhood compost sites and ecological grazing goats. We learned about a flood plain reconnection and restoration project that transformed a 12-acre former industrial lumber yard in Brattleboro, Vt. We heard about Steelton, Pa., a town named for its industrial past whose schools and school buses are now running on solar power.

Then there was the Socially Responsible Sweatshop of Kent, Ohio, whose members craft tote bags, pillows and other goods out of textiles otherwise bound for the landfill, and then donate the proceeds to anti-hunger groups. Its official mission is to sustain the earth and the hungry. Its motto? "Never underestimate a person with a sewing machine."

'A great wide world'

We also received submissions from around the world. One reader in the Netherlands alerted us to Amsterdam's plan to install flights of steps to help prevent cats and other small animals from drowning in the city's canals. Victoria Bohm wrote from Calgary, Alberta, where she is involved with Alberta Native Plant Rescue, a group that salvages native plants from grassland and pastures that are slated for construction, and uses the plants for ecological restoration as well as in home and community gardens. "It's a tremendous win-win," she wrote.

Many people noted that their efforts often felt small. But the joy, satisfaction and pride people took in doing what they could to help the environment shone through. So did the potentially broader impacts.

"This is a tiny story, and there are many bigger better ones to tell," Mark Shullenberger, of Indianapolis, wrote as he told us of his own efforts. He said that over the decades, he had planted a dozen trees in his yard and around his house, including on the strip between the sidewalk and the street and in front of neighbors' homes.

"It's been a joy watching them grow and prosper," he said of the trees. He relishes how they provide habitat for birds and squirrels, how robins feast on hawthorn berries in the dead of winter. He believes everyone should plant a tree.

"Even aside from all the measurably good things trees do for the environment, aside from the obvious and the subtle good things they do for us human beings and for the animal and plant worlds," Mr. Shullenberger wrote, "they are fellow creatures who link us to a great wide world beyond our human understanding."

Read more from our 50 States, 50 Fixes series:



	Why This Pennsylvania City Put Its Streetlights on a Dimmer


	How Native Homes in New Mexico Are Tapping the Sun


	Grizzlies Were Raiding Montana Farms. Then Came Some Formidable Dogs.


	North Carolina's Bogs Have a Dirty Secret, and That's a Good Thing


	In New Jersey, Benefits Bloom in Tiny Forests
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The Trump administration is drafting a plan to weaken the E.P.A.'s ability to regulate greenhouse-gas emissions from power plants, vehicles and other sources. Ulysse Bellier/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Regulation

E.P.A. is said to draft a plan to end its ability to fight climate change

The Trump administration has drafted a plan to repeal a fundamental scientific finding that gives the United States government its authority to regulate greenhouse-gas emissions and fight climate change, according to two people familiar with the plan.

The proposed Environmental Protection Agency rule rescinds a 2009 declaration known as the "endangerment finding," which scientifically established that greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide and methane endanger human lives.

That finding is the foundation of the federal government's only tool to limit the climate pollution from vehicles, power plants and other industries that is dangerously heating the planet. -- Lisa Friedman

Read more.



Climate law

Top U.N. court says countries must act on climate change

The International Court of Justice issued a strongly worded opinion yesterday saying that states must protect people from the "urgent and existential threat" of climate change, a major moment for the global environmental movement and for the countries at greatest risk of harm.

It was the first time that the court, which is the United Nations' highest judicial body, has weighed in on climate change.

The unanimous opinion said that the failure of nations to take action to protect the climate system may constitute "an internationally wrongful act." -- Karen Zraick and Marlise Simons

Read more.

And read five takeaways from the court's decision.



The grid

Energy Dept. cancels loan commitment to contested transmission project

The Energy Department said yesterday that it had terminated a commitment to provide a $4.9 billion loan guarantee to a company building a contentious transmission line across the Midwest.

The cancellation may imperil the $11 billion project, known as Grain Belt Express, which would cross 800 miles of farmland and is designed to carry electricity generated by wind farms in Kansas to population centers in Illinois and Indiana.

It is the kind of infrastructure that experts say is necessary to update America's aging electrical grid at a time of rising energy demand. If built, it will be the largest privately funded transmission line in the country's history. -- David Gelles

Read more.

And read how the project drew opposition from Missouri's attorney general and some local farmers.

More climate news from around the web:



	"The European Union's expansion of solar energy is on track for its first slowdown in more than a decade," Reuters reports, "as some governments reduce subsidies for rooftop solar panels."


	Similar changes have slowed down solar growth in China, Bloomberg reports.


	The Washington Post reports that this year at least 10 states and two Native American tribes waited months for the President Trump and the Federal Emergency Management Agency to approve their requests for disaster response and recovery assistance.





Correction: The Tuesday newsletter misidentified a major source of ethanol in Brazil. It is sugar cane, not sugar beets.

Thanks for being a subscriber.

Read past editions of the newsletter here.

If you're enjoying what you're reading, please consider recommending it to others. They can sign up here. Browse all of our subscriber-only newsletters here. And follow The New York Times on Instagram, Threads, Facebook and TikTok at @nytimes.

Reach us at climateforward@nytimes.com. We read every message, and reply to many!
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Quote of the Day: Earthquake Rattles Russia's East but Causes Little Damage

Jul 31, 2025 at 05:01 AM

"An earthquake is nothing special to me, but this was the first time in 37 years of my life that I felt as if I was about to get knocked off my feet."

YELENA KOTENKO, a guide in the Kuril Islands, on the 8.8-magnitude earthquake that shook the nearby Kamchatka region of Russia and set off tsunami waves.
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travel 101


How to Pick Up the Local Language Before You Go

Speaking -- even trying to speak -- a language will help open doors on your next trip, and achieving a "survival level" might be easier than you think.

 Weston Wei



By Ruffin Prevost



Jul 21, 2025 at 10:00 AM

There are plenty of reasons to learn a foreign language before you travel. Perhaps you're venturing beyond major tourist centers, or you want to be prepared for emergencies. Whatever the reason, speaking even a few words of the local language with residents can quickly elevate you from mere tourist to sympathetic traveler.

"This tiny interaction instantly connects you," said Mary Green, vice president and executive editor of Pimsleur Language Programs, in an email. "That's the feeling travelers are chasing. You're not just passing through, but actually engaging and connecting."

Fortunately, there are lots of ways to learn languages, and getting started is affordable, or even free.

Start simply and build from there

Aim to reach a "survival level" before you travel. That means abandoning your inhibitions and not getting hung up on grammar or achieving proficiency, said Thomas Sauer, assistant director of resource development for the National Foreign Language Center at the University of Maryland. Travelers can connect and communicate surprisingly well at this level, which he described as a speaking style, akin to that of a toddler, that gets the point across.

For Brandon Shaw, a co-owner of the Tour Guy, a company providing specialized tours in Europe and North America, reaching survival level means focusing on a core of essential verbs (words like "go," "see," "eat," "drink," "have," "do" and "be"), then learning a small vocabulary of other words centered on your particular interests for a given trip.

"Then you can literally build a hundred sentences around that," Mr. Shaw said.

Learning those "right words" doesn't happen overnight. Getting beyond the transactional tourist tropes of "Where's the bathroom?" and "Check, please," for example, can take anywhere from one to three months of daily practice, although everyone learns differently. As with a fitness program, you get out of language study what you put in. The trick is finding what works for you.

Hit the apps

Diplomats, chief executives and missionaries often learn languages in high-intensity, immersive environments with dedicated instructors. For the rest of us, an app is often the first step.

Esther Gutierrez Eugenio, a language learning expert from Geneva, said apps can be helpful -- she prefers Babbel -- but encouraged learners to test several options. More important than any specific app or method is to get started right away, she said, and practice every day. Shorter, consistent sessions are more effective than longer, sporadic ones.

"There's a big time and effort commitment when you learn a language. So you definitely need to find something that you enjoy," making it more fun to practice regularly, she added.

Test out different apps like Duolingo, Babbel, Memrise and Busuu, which all offer either free versions or free trials, to see which one works for you.

Dr. Eugenio recommends systems that employ spaced repetition, an evidence-based learning technique that reviews and repeats material at increasing intervals.

Some apps, like Duolingo, use spaced repetition, but don't always provide authentic cultural context, which is important for learning intuitively, said Mr. Sauer.

Dr. Eugenio said some of her clients have had success conversing and drilling with A.I. chatbots in voice mode. And Google, whose Translate app is already indispensable for travelers, recently released Little Language Lessons, a free, customizable, interactive tool that uses A.I.

Speaking with another person can help you make progress, Mr. Sauer said, and apps like HelloTalk or Tandem, which both offer free versions, can be a good way to find a partner who speaks your target language and wants to learn English. You can also check out the Language Learning Community on the social platform Discord.

For an entertaining way to learn, stream a foreign movie or TV show, turn on the English subtitles, and try to follow along. To improve listening comprehension, cue up music in a foreign language and view the lyrics using Apple Music or Spotify.

If apps aren't your thing, consider time-tested alternatives like in-person classes, language groups, practice sessions with a fluent friend, books, audio guides or flash cards. Many of these resources are free at your local library.

Be brave, and resist falling back on English

Don't fear being laughed at or scolded for speaking imperfectly, said Massimo Macchiavello, the marketing manager for Posta, a destination management company in Buenos Aires.

When visitors speak to him in broken Spanish, Mr. Macchiavello said, "it's easy to see they are making an effort to communicate, and in that effort, there comes a bond with us."

Once you're at your destination, resist the urge to initiate or respond in English, and try to speak the local language whenever people are receptive. It's fine to seek help with pronunciation or in finding the right word, or to ask speakers to slow down or repeat themselves, Mr. Macchiavello said.

You're going to make mistakes and run into limits, and that's all right. Or as Ms. Green said: "You don't need thousands of words, just the right ones, and the confidence to use them."
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