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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Live updates: Trump postpones higher tariffs on Mexico as he scrambles to cut trade deals ahead of deadline
        Amy B Wang, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

      

      
        Tracking who Trump is appointing to fill key administration roles
        Chris Alcantara, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas

        Follow President Trump's progress filling over 800 positions, among about 1,300 that require Senate confirmation, in this tracker from The Washington Post and the Partnership for Public Service.

      

      
        Trump puts trade deal in doubt after Canada backs Palestinian state
        Annabelle Timsit

        President Donald Trump said it would be "very hard" to reach a deal with Canada after the country said it plans to recognize a Palestinian state in September.

      

      
        The federal government is paying more than 154,000 people not to work
        Meryl Kornfield, Hannah Natanson, Laura Meckler

        Early resignation offers and other programs have reduced the workforce, but critics say the moves are also wasting money.

      

      
        How Trump's personal attorney wound up investigating the Epstein case at DOJ
        Shayna Jacobs, Michael Kranish

        The lawyer who represented Trump in the New York hush money trial is the No.2 Justice official and interviewed a close Epstein associate convicted of sex trafficking.

      

      
        The Fact Checker rose in an era of false claims. Falsehoods are now winning.
        Glenn Kessler

        Longtime Fact Checker Glenn Kessler takes stock as he departs The Washington Post.

      

      
        Democrats sue Trump administration over access to immigration facilities
        Maegan Vazquez, Michael E. Miller

        Twelve House Democrats filed the lawsuit over what they say are illegal actions to limit congressional oversight visits to federal immigration detention facilities.

      

      
        Most Democrats vote for failed resolutions to block arms sales to Israel
        Theodoric Meyer

        The votes by more than half of Senate Democrats highlight the party's growing frustration with Israel's handling of the war in Gaza, nearly two years after Hamas's attack.

      

      
        Senate confirms Jan. 6 denier Joseph Kent to head counterterrorism center
        Warren Strobel, Niha Masih

        Kent's nomination was approved despite objections from Democrats, who said his embrace of conspiracy theories and past associations with extremists were disqualifying.

      

      
        Senate Democrats say they are prepared to sue Trump administration over Epstein files
        Amy B Wang, Maegan Vazquez, Cleve R. Wootson Jr.

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

      

      
        Texas map would add five safe Republican seats. What it means for the midterms.
        Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Patrick Marley, Marianna Sotomayor, Nick Mourtoupalas

        The newly proposed Republican map, at President Donald Trump's urging, would give the party a potential backstop for keeping control of the House even if it performs poorly elsewhere in the 2026 elections.

      

      
        Kamala Harris will not run for California governor, opening door for 2028 run
        Maeve Reston

        The former vice president's decision leaves the door open to another run for president in 2028 and ends speculation over whether she would try to succeed Gov. Gavin Newsom in 2026.

      

      
        GOP House committee chair yet to issue a subpoena for Epstein files
        Kadia  Goba

        The chairman is physically required to sign each subpoena, but there is no deadline by which Rep. James Comer must issue the subpoenas, according to House rules.
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Politics
Live updates: Trump postpones higher tariffs on Mexico as he scrambles to cut trade deals ahead of deadline
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

(Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


By Amy B Wang, Maegan Vazquez, Andrew Ackerman, Rachel Lerman, Jaclyn Peiser, Jonathan Edwards, Adam Taylor, Maeve Reston, Susan Svrluga, JM Rieger, Matthew Choi, Dan Merica, Jacob Bogage, Shayna Jacobs, Michael Kranish, Riley Beggin, Annabelle Timsit, Warren Strobel, Niha Masih, Michael E. Miller, Michelle Lee, Karishma Mehrotra | 2025-07-31
President Donald Trump said Thursday that he would postpone higher tariffs on Mexico, writing on social media that he had agreed to a 90-day extension with President Claudia Sheinbaum to provide more time to cut a trade deal. Broad new tariffs are scheduled to kick in on dozens of countries Friday, a self-imposed deadline that Trump has said he is standing by. Results so far have been mixed. Trump announced the framework for a deal with South Korea on Wednesday but cast doubt early Thursday on reaching an accord with Canada after the country said it planned to recognize a Palestinian state -- an unrelated move Trump opposes. Trump has only one public event scheduled Thursday: signing more executive orders. White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt is scheduled to hold a briefing.
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Trump puts trade deal in doubt after Canada backs Palestinian state
President Donald Trump said it would be "very hard" to reach a deal with Canada after the country said it plans to recognize a Palestinian state in September. 

President Donald Trump meets with Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney at the White House in May. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


By Annabelle Timsit | 2025-07-31
President Donald Trump said early Thursday it would be "very hard" to reach a trade deal with Canada after the country said it planned to recognize a Palestinian state -- throwing talks with Ottawa into question one day before higher U.S. tariffs are set to come into force.
"Wow! Canada has just announced that it is backing statehood for Palestine. That will make it very hard for us to make a Trade Deal with them," Trump wrote just after midnight Thursday on Truth Social.
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney said Wednesday that his country intends to recognize a Palestinian state at the U.N. General Assembly in September if the Palestinian Authority agrees to certain democratic reforms, including holding elections in 2026 without representation from Hamas.

Prime Minister Mark Carney said July 30 that Canada intends to recognize a Palestinian state in September, following similar moves by France and Britain.


U.S. and Canadian officials have been trying to reach an agreement ahead of Friday, the deadline Trump set for many countries to reach deals on lowering U.S. tariffs.
This month, Trump threatened to raise tariffs on Canadian steel and aluminum, vehicles and goods not covered by the U.S.-Mexico-Canada trade agreement to 35 percent starting Friday. If those higher tariffs take effect, the economic consequences could be far-reaching in Canada, which sends more than 75 percent of its exports to the United States.
Carney said Wednesday that the negotiations had not concluded and that they may not finish by the Friday deadline. Earlier, Carney said the talks were in an "intense phase."
Canada's Foreign Ministry did not immediately respond to a request early Thursday for comment on Trump's Truth Social post.
As part of the talks, Canadian officials have made concessions that members of the Trump administration have praised -- only for the president to threaten more tariffs.
"I think Canada could be one where there's just a tariff," Trump said Friday. "Not really a negotiation."
The two leaders have had a turbulent relationship. Carney was elected leader of Canada's Liberal Party in March and led it to a comeback victory in April against a backdrop of rising anxiety over Trump, while running on an explicitly anti-Trump platform. Carney  declared the traditional U.S.-Canada relationship "over" and pledged to fight back with targeted retaliatory tariffs and to act with "purpose and force." When Trump repeatedly mused about the United States annexing Canada, Carney said his country was "not for sale."
In recent months, Carney has tried to use flattery and firmness with Trump -- to mixed results. In June, Trump abruptly halted trade talks with Canada over the country's digital services tax, calling it "a direct and blatant attack" on the United States and branding Canada as a "difficult" partner. The Canadian government later said it would rescind the tax.
Now, geopolitics could further destabilize the talks. 
Canada is the third major U.S. ally in a week, after France and Britain, to say it is prepared to change its decades-old stance on Palestinian statehood as outrage has grown over the rapidly deteriorating humanitarian situation in Gaza.
Local authorities say more than 60,000 people -- including 18,500 children -- have been killed in the Israeli military campaign against Hamas in Gaza. Israel has restricted aid into the enclave, prompting the United Nations to warn about "mounting evidence of famine and widespread starvation."
Trump acknowledged Monday that there is "real starvation" in Gaza, breaking with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who said Monday that "there is no starvation in Gaza, no policy of starvation in Gaza."
Yet on Tuesday, when asked about France's and Britain's endorsements of a Palestinian state, Trump said, "You could make a case that you're rewarding Hamas if you do that. And I don't think they should be rewarded. I'm not in that camp."
Canada's announcement was met with praise from Palestinian officials and harsh criticism in Israel.
The Palestinian Authority's Foreign Ministry said in a statement posted on X: "This courageous and principled decision marks a significant step towards justice, peace, and the long-overdue realization of the Palestinian people's inalienable right to self-determination."
The Israeli Foreign Ministry said: "The change in the position of the Canadian government at this time is a reward for Hamas and harms the efforts to achieve a ceasefire in Gaza and a framework for the release of the hostages."
Amanda Coletta contributed to this report.
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The federal government is paying more than 154,000 people not to work
Early resignation offers and other programs have reduced the workforce, but critics say the moves are also wasting money.

Demonstrators hold signs as they stand outside the Federal Building and U.S. Courthouse on March 12 in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. They were protesting cuts to the federal government workforce and other Trump administration policies. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


By Meryl Kornfield, Hannah Natanson, Laura Meckler | 2025-07-31
The government is paying more than 154,000 federal employees not to work as part of the Trump administration's deferred resignation program, according to two administration officials.
The number, which has not been previously reported, accounts for workers at dozens of agencies who took offers from the government as of June to get paid through Sept. 30 -- the end of the fiscal year -- or the end of 2025 and then voluntarily leave government, significantly reducing the size of several major agencies, according to two Office of Personnel Management officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to disclose details of the administration's plans to scale down government.
The buyouts have rapidly sped up the process of slashing the federal workforce at an unprecedented rate, the officials said. But critics have argued the administration's tactics of using buyouts and administrative leave have been wasteful because the public is paying tens of thousands of employees not to work for months.
Officials could not say how much the government is spending on salaries for employees who are resigning. The timing of buyouts has varied by agency, employees remain on their agencies' payrolls as long as they are on leave and some workers got additional payments through other retirement programs, as well. The officials also could not say how much they expect the cuts will save in payroll costs in the long term.
The resignations amount to about 6.7 percent of the government's civilian workforce of 2.3 million people.
"Ultimately, the deferred resignation program was not only legal, it provided over 150,000 civil servants a dignified and generous departure from the federal government," OPM spokeswoman McLaurine Pinover said in a statement. "It also delivered incredible relief to the American taxpayer. No previous administration has gotten even close to saving American taxpayers this amount of money in such a short amount of time."
The White House declined to comment.
Democrats on the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations have separately estimated that the government has spent billions of dollars paying workers who are on leave either through the voluntary departure program or because of ongoing litigation over mass firings, according to a report released Thursday. The Democrats, led by Sen. Richard Blumenthal (Connecticut), argue that the U.S. DOGE Service's race to slim government this spring led to mistakes and waste, estimating that the whole enterprise cost the government $21.7 billion.
In letters to agencies' inspectors general Thursday, Democrats requested a review of the costs of DOGE cuts, including how much agencies spent paying workers who were sidelined or resigned.
Some agencies have publicly shared resignation numbers for their staffing changes, though the full scope of the buyouts has largely remained unclear until now. A Washington Post canvas of agencies and internal records counted 14 agencies that had shed more than 105,000 employees through early resignation offers, but the higher figure from the Trump administration accounts for some agencies that The Post's tally did not.
The administration and other Republicans seeking to reduce the footprint of government have argued that agencies have become too bloated and must be slimmed. They have projected long-term savings from the workforce purge once workers are officially off the books. Salaries make up a small fraction of overall spending, though, with most of the almost $7 trillion annual budget going to expensive health care and retirement programs.
Meanwhile, the government has spent about the same amount of money this year as it did last year to this point. Daily Treasury statements, which show the government's ongoing expenses, are slightly higher now than last year. Expenditures on federal salaries are up about 5 percent this year compared to last year, according to federal spending trackers kept by the nonpartisan Brookings Institution and the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School.
Researchers say that could be due in part to more hires last year under the Biden administration. But also, many federal workers who took voluntary exits are still getting paid.
The administration's reliance on paid leave and buyouts to trim payrolls is highly unusual, especially because of the costs associated with these methods, experts say.
Cristin Dorgelo, a senior adviser at the Office of Management and Budget under President Joe Biden, said that normally the government would take a number of steps before placing workers on administrative leave to avoid the costs.
"It's sort of hard to overstate how inappropriate and unprecedented this is," Dorgelo said.
"It's ridiculous. I've never seen anything like it," said Michelle Bercovici, an employment attorney who specializes in representing federal employees. "It seems so wasteful."
Exactly how much the various buyouts and leave programs are costing is still unclear.
Blumenthal's investigators estimated that the government has spent $14.7 billion paying workers who took buyouts, but the figure is based on multiplying the average federal salary against a rough estimate of 200,000 employees who left.
The report also calculated that the government has spent another $6.1 billion paying workers who were placed on leave during litigation over attempts to fire them, and $611 million for workers at the Education Department, Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, USAID and U.S. Agency for Global Media, which have also seen prolonged legal battles over plans to dramatically shrink or shutter these agencies
"This report is a searing indictment of DOGE's false claims. At the very same time that the Trump Administration is cutting health care, nutrition assistance, and emergency services in the name of 'efficiency' and 'savings,' they have enabled DOGE's reckless waste of at least $21.7 billion dollars," Blumenthal said in a statement. "As my PSI investigation has shown, DOGE was clearly never about efficiency or saving the American taxpayer money. I urge Inspectors General to take up our investigation's findings and initiate a comprehensive review of DOGE's careless actions."
In some cases, federal workers have been on administrative leave since the very early days of Trump's term.
One woman in her early 50s saw her job at the Education Department as the culmination of nearly 30 years of work in her field. Being put on administration leave -- where she cannot work but is still being paid -- has been gutting.
"My work is my whole identity," said the employee, speaking on the condition of anonymity for fear of retaliation. "I'm also sensitive to the fact that the American public would say, 'What are you crying about? You're getting paid.'"
But she doesn't see it that way. She can't think of another position that would be as fulfilling. And her options for new employment once her pay runs out are limited by her family situation, which requires her to stay in the D.C. area.
She has spent her time working out at the local gym -- cardio, a little yoga, a little swimming. But most of her days are spent in frustration -- and depression.
"I will sometimes wake up and say, 'Why do I get out of bed today?'" she said.
But the paychecks kept coming, and her federal health insurance remains in effect. Her annual salary is more than $130,000, which means the government has so far paid her more than $65,000 not to work. She's also racked up another three weeks or so of vacation since her last day of work.
Other federal workers were perfectly happy to be paid to leave.
Brian Griffin, a former marketing specialist at the Agriculture Department, had been planning to retire in December anyway.
He wasn't quite ready to leave at the start of the year. Griffin knew his peers had been overworked for a long time, and he loved what he did. But the administration was threatening mass firings and was telling remote workers like Griffin that they needed to start reporting to offices. So instead of sticking it out for the rest of the year, Griffin took the deferred resignation offer and has been on leave since May, still drawing his $132,000 salary.
"When they are offering me full pay and benefits from May through September, you have to be kind of silly to say no to that," Griffin said.
Another Agriculture Department employee, who spoke on the condition of anonymity out of fear of retaliation, had worked in Kansas as a safety inspector, but has been on paid leave since April.
He was fired, then rehired, as a probationary employee over Valentine's Day weekend. The chaos left him convinced the government was no longer a safe employer. When a second resignation offer came in April, he jumped.
He slept through most of the first few days on paid leave, comforted by his three cats. He watched improv comedy, crafters on YouTube and a Dungeons and Dragons game played by comedians.
Eventually, he started looking for a new job, since his pay would run out in September. He applied to more than 130 positions over the next three months before he ultimately landed an offer from an animal health company. The salary and benefits were far higher than his $61,000 federal job -- so much so that his wife could stop working, the inspector realized. Plus, his two salaries would overlap for six weeks.
Now he's spent several hundred dollars on new fishing gear, dining out, new car tires and a pool pass -- all while the government sends him a full paycheck to fish and watch the sun set.
"As much as I don't want to admit it," he recalled saying to his wife, "this ended up being a blessing in disguise."
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How Trump's personal attorney wound up investigating the Epstein case at DOJ
The lawyer who represented Trump in the New York hush money trial is the No.2 Justice official and interviewed a close Epstein associate convicted of sex trafficking.

Former president Donald Trump addresses the media with attorney Todd Blanche at his side before resuming his trial at Manhattan Criminal Court for falsifying documents related to hush money payments, in May 2024. (Victor J. Blue/for The Washington Post)


By Shayna Jacobs, Michael Kranish | 2025-07-31
Five months ago, Todd Blanche was asked at his Senate confirmation hearing whether being President Donald Trump's lawyer in his hush money trial and other cases meant he would have a "continuing duty of loyalty and confidentiality" to his former client even after becoming deputy attorney general.
"Yes," Blanche responded, citing his "attorney-client relationship with President Trump."
Now that loyalty -- and the question of a potential conflict of interest -- has become a key component of the questions swirling about Trump's friendship with Jeffrey Epstein, who was charged with sex trafficking and died in prison in 2019. The second-ranking Justice Department official is at the center of a controversial effort to reexamine the Epstein case, the results of which could reopen high-stakes litigation that concluded years ago and play a role in defining aspects of Trump's legacy.
After weeks of furor about whether the Justice Department would release much of its file on Epstein -- and amid speculation about whether the file had information about Trump and others -- Blanche traveled to Florida to interview Epstein's longtime partner, Ghislaine Maxwell, who is serving a 20-year sentence for sex trafficking.
Prosecutors argued at Maxwell's 2021 trial that she was Epstein's recruiter and enabler for a decade beginning in 1994, showing an interest in teenagers and luring them to his homes in Palm Beach, New York, New Mexico and elsewhere ostensibly for jobs as personal masseuses. She was also charged with perjury for allegedly lying during a sworn deposition but did not face a trial on those charges after she was convicted of more serious crimes. Trump said this week that his friendship with Epstein ended years ago after he said Epstein hired young female spa workers from his club at Mar-a-Lago.
Maxwell spent nine hours over two days last week answering every question posed by Blanche, according to Maxwell's attorney, David Oscar Markus. But the details of the interview have not been released, and Democrats said they feared it was the kind of conflict they had been concerned about when Blanche was nominated.
Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said last week in a floor speech that "Trump is sending his personal lawyer, Todd Blanche, to try and execute a corrupt cover-up, potentially offering leniency to a woman who also abused the victims." Schumer said this and other actions by Justice officials represent a conflict but he did not provide evidence of an alleged cover-up.

"Trump is sending his personal lawyer, Todd Blanche, to try and execute a corrupt cover-up, potentially offering leniency to a woman who also abused the victims," Sen. Charles E. Schumer said about Blanche interviewing Ghislaine Maxwell. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The relationship between Trump and Blanche has been a financially significant one. Blanche's law firm was paid $9.2 million by Save America, a pro-Trump political action committee, between April 2023 and December 2024, for work on cases that included the trial about payment of alleged hush money to adult-film star Stormy Daniels, according to federal election records. Trump was found guilty in the hush money case, which has been appealed and is being handled by other attorneys.
Blanche, 50, is an unlikely player in the unfolding drama. A former federal prosecutor in New York, he handled violent crimes and led the office's White Plains division in Westchester County. Blanche was well-liked by colleagues and earned a reputation for diligence, according to lawyers familiar with his work. He then worked at a law firm where his clients included Trump ally Paul Manafort.
Blanche won the dismissal of mortgage fraud charges against Manafort in a New York case in 2019 on the grounds that the indictment too closely mirrored a federal case against him and amounted to double jeopardy. The case helped bring Blanche to Trump's attention at a time when he was preparing to run for reelection. (Trump later pardoned Manafort on a pair of federal cases that included the federal mortgage fraud charges.)
The Justice Department did not respond directly to questions from The Washington Post about whether Blanche consulted a government ethics official regarding an interview with Maxwell. Instead, the department sent a written statement from spokesman Gates McGavick that said, in full:
"Any suggestion that Todd Blanche has acted unethically while serving as Deputy Attorney General is baseless and defamatory. This gossip column relies on innuendo and the word of an agenda-driven political hack to push a false narrative. This is not a serious article."
Markus said in a statement that it was appropriate for the Justice Department to send a high-level official like Blanche to address such an important matter and that Blanche "has conducted himself with complete professionalism throughout this process."
"It's truly disheartening how quick people are to assume the worst without any basis in fact," Markus added.
Some of Blanche's ex-colleagues are surprised by what they see as his transformation from the independent litigator they knew to one they say seems willing to prioritize his loyalty to Trump.
Mimi Rocah, who previously co-led the White Plains division in the U.S. attorney's office for the Southern District of New York with Blanche, said that it is "completely inappropriate and wrong" for him to interview Maxwell -- both because of his relationship to Trump and because it is a job that should be reserved for prosecutors on the case, not a Justice official at the highest level.
If a top Washington official had injected himself into a case Blanche handled as a prosecutor, he would have gone "running to Main Justice," Rocah said, referring to the department's headquarters in Washington that oversees U.S. attorneys offices and other units.
"That just shows how completely far gone he is as an actual prosecutor," Rocah said. "He's really more akin to a political player at this point."
In a podcast interview last year hosted by Markus, Blanche recounted receiving a phone call from Trump when he was skiing with his family in Colorado on Super Bowl Sunday in February 2023. At this time before Trump had been indicted, the former president talked with Blanche about representing him in what would become the hush money trial and possibly other cases. A few weeks later, Blanche said, he went to dinner with Trump to discuss his potential hiring.
"And we clicked," Blanche said. "He's an enigma, he's an interesting guy, everybody in this country, most people in the world, frankly, have an opinion about him. And some may be right, some may be wrong, but he's a really interesting man. And not only because of his past as president of the United States, but just the life that he's led."

In recent weeks, many have called on the Trump administration to release Jeffrey Epstein's file. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


Around that time, he left the New York firm and started Blanche Law, enlisting as a partner Emil Bove, a former Southern District colleague who later joined the Justice Department at the start of Trump's second term and was nominated for a federal appeals judgeship. Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee and 900 former Justice Department lawyers have questioned Bove's fitness to serve based on his handling of a corruption indictment against New York Mayor Eric Adams, allegations that he instructed underlings to ignore judicial orders and for his role in firing or reassigning career Justice Department employees in perceived politically-driven punishments.
In February, Blanche -- not yet confirmed by the Senate -- was in attendance as Bove stood in court to defend his decision to dismiss the Adams case, arguing that the mayor needed to be unburdened so he could help the Trump administration carry out its immigration enforcement and public safety agenda. Blanche was also there when Bove, who was also a defense lawyer for Trump, faced tough questions at his confirmation hearing last month. Bove was confirmed by the Senate 50-49 on Tuesday.
Blanche, who had been a registered Democrat as recently as 2022, switched his registration to Republican in January 2024 and said his voting record residence was Palm Beach Gardens, Florida, a community near Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, according to voter records. He spent much of 2024 as a key legal adviser to Trump -- spending long hours in Palm Beach with Trump and attending court appearances and meetings up and down the East Coast.
The lawyer was the face of Trump's legal team during a six-week trial in New York Supreme Court, where a jury heard evidence that the former president concealed the nature of a $130,000 payment to Daniels in the final stretch of the 2016 election to keep her quiet about an alleged affair.
Blanche recalled in the podcast interview with Markus how Trump "heard 'guilty' 34 times" in the hush money trial and then spoke to the press. "For somebody who had just gone through what he went through, I was like, I mean, it sounds maybe a little bit obnoxious to say, but I was like, really really proud of him on that day."
Throughout the trial, Trump turned the hallway into a campaign stop for news cameras. A stone-faced Blanche stood at his side as the then-candidate launched into meandering tirades about what he called a Democratic conspiracy to use the justice system to keep him from retaking the White House.
Aggressive delay efforts by Blanche and other lawyers helped stall proceedings in a pair of serious federal cases brought by special counsel Jack Smith for Trump's alleged mishandling of classified documents at Mar-a-Lago and refusing to return them, and for interfering in the 2020 election.
Both matters were unresolved as the 2024 election neared. The classified records case in Florida was dismissed by Trump-appointed Judge Aileen M. Cannon on grounds that experts widely believed were flawed and reversible. Smith's team was appealing that decision, but after Trump's victory, they moved to withdraw those cases before Trump took office.
Blanche and the defense team also secured so many sentencing delays in the hush money case that the proceeding did not take place until Jan. 10 -- ten days before Trump's inauguration. New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan acknowledged having very limited options.  Trump was sentenced to unconditional discharge, which amounted to no punishment.
Trump, known for frequently firing lawyers when they fall out of favor with him, has showered Blanche with praise for his work on the cases.
The closeness between Trump and Blanche continued during the election and culminated in Trump's announcement that he would nominate his lawyer to deputy attorney general. In his hearing, Blanche sounded fully in sync with Trump's messaging as he said that the president had been a victim of "partisan prosecutors" but he said his "faith in this country returned in full force on November 5th when the American people rejected this gross abuse of our justice system."

Blanche's law firm was paid $9.2 million by Save America, a pro-Trump political action committee, between April 2023 and December 2024. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


There is a long history of former Trump associates who have been ousted by the president over questions of loyalty. Attorney General Jeff Sessions recused himself from being involved into the investigation of whether there was Russian interference in the 2016 election, sparking Trump's ire. At another point, Trump said it was "disgraceful" that Sessions had asked an inspector general to investigate a campaign-related matter, saying, "Why not use Justice Department lawyers?" Sessions resigned in 2018 at Trump's request.
So when Trump nominated Blanche to the No. 2 job at Justice, Democrats repeatedly asked during the nomination hearing whether he would push back against Trump and show the independence that is required of Justice officials.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Connecticut) said during the hearing that he was "convinced" that Blanche was committed to impartial enforcement. Nonetheless, Blumenthal expressed concern that, "if history is any guide, that the president will ask you to do things that are illegal or immoral. I need to be sure that you're willing to say no" to Trump.
"Senator, I respectfully very much reject that premise," Blanche responded. "I don't think that President Trump is going to ask me to do anything illegal or immoral and so I don't --"
"But if he does, you would say no?" Blumenthal asked.
"I will follow the law Senator, period -- period ... And by the way, I've spent thousands, certainly hundreds, probably thousands of hours with President Trump over the past couple of years. So I don't just say that flippantly, I say that with experience and firsthand knowledge."
Experts say that ethics law can be a gray area subject to interpretation in each unique case.  In the normal course of events, Blanche would have been advised about the standard of conduct for federal employees, which includes this provision: "Whether particular circumstances create an appearance that the law or these standards have been violated shall be determined from the perspective of a reasonable person with knowledge of the relevant facts."
Several months after Blanche joined the Justice Department, as the controversy over the Epstein files exploded, Blanche said on X that he was going to interview Maxwell.
"Justice demands courage. For the first time, the Department of Justice is reaching out to Ghislaine Maxwell to ask: what do you know?" Blanche wrote. At the direction of Attorney General Pam Bondi, he said, he had contacted Maxwell's counsel, adding that "No one is above the law -- and no lead is off-limits."

David Oscar Markus, an attorney for Ghislaine Maxwell, had featured Blanche as a guest on his podcast. (Colin Hackley/AP)


As it happened, the attorney representing Maxwell was Markus, the same person to whom Blanche had given the podcast interview in June 2024 about his relationship with Trump. Blanche and Markus came to an agreement, leading to the interviews with Maxwell -- and to the questions from Democrats about whether Blanche had a conflict in conducting the private sessions.
Blumenthal, who opposed Blanche's nomination, said he nonetheless expected the lawyer to follow ethical norms. He said he has been shocked by Blanche's decision to insert himself into the Maxwell interview, which the senator said was "a breach."
"I really expected him to be a serious lawyer," Blumenthal said in an interview with The Post. "He had a reputation for being with a big firm and representing the client in difficult circumstances. I respect people who represent unpopular causes or individuals, that's what a lawyer does." But Blumenthal said "there's this stench" about Blanche interviewing Maxwell "that is so powerful it is absolutely mind boggling and I frankly would never have expected it of him."
Norm Eisen, who was the White House special counsel for ethics in the Obama administration, said in an interview that he would never have authorized that Blanche interview Maxwell because of rules that seek to prevent conflict of interest.
"This is the very definition of the situation where a reasonable person would question the impartiality of Blanche," Eisen said. "There is a certain amount of play in these rules, but that is why the public should be concerned ... I don't know any government ethicist who worked for any administration of either party who would have authorized Blanche to participate in this."
Unless interview transcripts are released, it may be impossible to know whether and how much Blanche pursued questions about Trump's  possible mention in the Epstein files. For his part, Blanche has insisted his loyalty is to the Justice Department.
"This Department of Justice does not shy away from uncomfortable truths, nor from responsibility to pursue justice wherever the facts may lead," Blanche said in a July 22 statement on X.
Alice Crites and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Fact Checker
The Fact Checker rose in an era of false claims. Falsehoods are now winning.
Longtime Fact Checker Glenn Kessler takes stock as he departs The Washington Post.

Donald Trump, accompanied by his wife Melania Trump, is applauded by his daughter Ivanka Trump, right, as he's introduced before his announcement in June 2015 that he would run for president in the lobby of Trump Tower in New York. (Richard Drew/AP)


By Glenn Kessler | 2025-07-31
When 400 fact-checkers from around the world gathered in Rio de Janeiro in June for an annual conference, the mood was tense. After years of exponential growth, political fact-checking was in retreat and under fire. And somehow, even as fact-checking surged in the past decade, so had the wave of false claims and narratives swamping the world.
Meta, which after 2016 spent more than $100 million to fund 100 fact-checking organizations, ended a partnership with U.S. fact-checkers to highlight false claims and signaled it would cut back across the world. Google announced it would end its ClaimReview program -- which I helped foster -- that elevated fact checks in search results. Meanwhile, the Trump administration's abrupt dismantling of the U.S. Agency for International Development cut off additional funding for fact-checkers in Eastern Europe, Africa, Latin America and Asia.
The state of the fact-checking field is on my mind as I write my last column for The Washington Post. I am taking a voluntary buyout, ending almost 28 years at the newspaper, including more than 14 as The Fact Checker.
In reviewing many of the some 3,000 fact checks I have written or edited, there is a clear dividing line: June 2015, the month Donald Trump rode down the Trump Tower escalator and announced he was running for president.
"Businessman Donald Trump is a fact-checker's dream ... and nightmare," I wrote in the fact check of his announcement speech. How little did I realize that would be true. Trump decreed that mainstream news organizations were "the enemy of the people," undermining faith in traditional reporting, and insisted to his followers that he was the best source of information.
In ending its work with fact-checkers, Meta chief executive Mark Zuckerberg falsely claimed that fact-checkers censored free speech by being "too politically biased," echoing Trump administration arguments. The Washington Post did not participate in the Meta program, but any Facebook user had the option to opt out of having posts fact-checked. Many fact-checkers would liken their work to nutritional labels on snack foods -- providing more information about online content. People are free to ignore the warnings, just as people can ignore nutritional labels.
Meanwhile, although the European Union enacted a law, the Digital Services Act, to ensure online platforms combat misinformation (such as by relying on fact-checkers), European fact-checkers are concerned that enforcement of the law could be weakened as part of trade negotiations with the Trump administration -- which opposes such regulation.
Indeed, the Trump administration also has pressured Brazil to end its regulation of online platforms. The issue is sensitive in Brazil because the Jan. 8, 2022 attack on the Brazilian Congress was inspired by clips spread across social media platforms of the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol by Trump supporters one year earlier. Brazilian officials insisted they will not back down in the face of Trump's threats, saying regulating social media platforms is a consumer safety issue, like driving laws. "Self-regulation has proven a failure," said Brazilian Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes.
"Your freedom does not mean to be free to go the wrong way and crash into another car and kill another driver," Carmen Lucia, the president of Brazil's Superior Electoral Court, told the fact-checking conference.
Before Trump entered politics, I found that many politicians spun or dissembled but most tried to keep their claims tethered to the truth. Our fact checks covered a range of topics, such as the accuracy of government statistics on students dying from alcohol or exaggerated claims about sex trafficking, which led lawmakers to stop using them.
President Barack Obama told the occasional whopper -- "If you like your health care plan, you'll be able to keep your health care plan"  -- but it was the rare politician, such as Rep. Michelle Bachmann (R-Minnesota), who constantly spouted Pinocchio-laden nonsense. Obama's vice president, Joe Biden, also had a reputation for mangling the truth: In 2011, Biden touted an Obama-era jobs bill by claiming the number of rapes in Flint, Michigan, had -- depending on the hour of the day -- doubled, tripled or even quadrupled because the number of police had been reduced. There was no evidence to support any of his statistics.
But Bachmann and Biden were outliers. In the 2012 presidential campaign between Obama and Mitt Romney, the former Republican governor of Massachusetts, the two candidates were neck-and-neck in their average Pinocchio rating. Indeed, they had the lowest average number of Pinocchios of the major 2012 presidential candidates.
They also took fact checks seriously. Both candidates dropped talking points after a negative fact-check rating. An Obama administration official explained to me how, when faced with a choice of figures, the administration took the more modest number in hopes of avoiding Pinocchios. I heard from a campaign source that during debate prep, Obama, to his great annoyance, was told he couldn't use a statistic because it had gotten Pinocchios. Obama's campaign manager even sent a lengthy letter to The Post's editor complaining that my Pinocchio ratings were undermining his attacks on Romney's business record.
The expectation that politicians would stick close to the truth began to erode with Trump's emergence. He claimed that thousands of Muslims in New Jersey had celebrated the 9/11 attacks -- and doubled down even after my fact check proved this was a fantasy. He invented statistics -- that the unemployment rate, then pegged at 4.9 percent, was really 42 percent -- and kept repeating them, no matter how many times he was fact-checked.
In 2016, Trump's opponents still cared about the facts. Florida Gov. Jeb Bush's (R) campaign had a wall where they posted positive fact checks. Ohio Gov. John Kasich (R) dropped a talking point simply in response to my question for a possible fact check. Hillary Clinton's staff worked hard to find policy experts to vouch for her statistics. (Her comments on her private email server were less defensible).
But Trump didn't care. He kept rising in the polls and eventually won the presidency. Other politicians took notice and followed his lead.
Besides Trump, something else changed the nature of truth in the mid-2010s: the rise of social media. The Fact Checker was launched in 2007, one year after the creation of Twitter and when Facebook had only 50 million users. By 2012, Facebook had 1 billion followers; it reached nearly 1.6 billion in 2015. Trump adroitly used Twitter -- where he had 2.76 million followers at the start of 2015 -- and other social media to spread his message. Trump's call to ban Muslims from entering the United States was the most talked about moment on Facebook among the 2016 candidates in all of 2015, according to Facebook data.
Social media helped fuel the rise of Trump -- and made it easier for false claims to circulate. Russian operatives in 2016 used fake accounts on social media to spread disinformation and create divisive content -- tactics that led companies such as Meta to begin to use fact-checkers to identify misleading content. But the political forces which benefited from false information -- such as Trump and his allies -- led a backlash against such efforts, saying it was a form of censorship. Now tech companies are scaling back their efforts to combat misinformation.
In Trump's second term, even venerable institutions such as the State Department -- which I covered for 9 years -- spout falsehoods to attack efforts to combat disinformation. "In Europe, thousands are being convicted for the crime of criticizing their own governments," the department said in an X post on July 22. "This Orwellian message won't fool the United States. Censorship is not freedom." (The post was in response to a French government post promoting the Digital Services Act.) When I asked State for evidence of the claim that "thousands" had been convicted, the department twice asked for more time to respond -- and then declined to comment.
Many on the left and right argue that fact-checking is merely another form of opinion journalism, disguised behind a veneer of objectivity. But research found that the three main American fact-checkers -- The Fact Checker, PolitiFact and FactCheck.org -- reached the same conclusion on similar statements at least 95 percent of the time. Of course, some might say this only shows we are all biased in the same way.
During Trump's first term, The Fact Checker team documented that he made more than 30,000 false or misleading claims. Week after week, I would write fact checks unpacking his latest misstatements, and Trump generally earned Four Pinocchios -- the rating for a whopper. But I sense that the country has gotten so used to Trump exaggerating the truth that it no longer seems surprising. I chose not to repeat the exercise in his second term.
Even as he racked up Pinocchios, Trump mentioned them almost twenty times during his first administration. He either complained about receiving Pinocchios or cited them when I awarded Pinocchios to one of his political foes, such as then-Rep. Adam Schiff (D-California).
During the 2024 campaign, Trump sometimes mentioned Pinocchios, such as in a campaign stop in Waunakee, Wisconsin, in October. "I have to be very careful when I talk because the fake news, if I say something wrong, a little wrong, if I'm 3 percent off ... they'll give me Pinocchios," he told a rally. "You know the Pinocchio? The Washington Post, they give you Pinocchios. If you say something perfectly, they give you a Pinocchio."
But since Trump took office for a second time in January, he hasn't mentioned Pinocchios again. In an era where false claims are the norm, it's much easier to ignore the fact-checkers.
(About our rating scale)
Send us facts to check by filling out this form
Sign up for The Fact Checker weekly newsletter
The Fact Checker is a verified signatory to the International Fact-Checking Network code of principles
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Politics
Democrats sue Trump administration over access to immigration facilities
Twelve House Democrats filed the lawsuit over what they say are illegal actions to limit congressional oversight visits to federal immigration detention facilities.

Protesters gather in front of Delaney Hall, an immigration detention center in Newark, on May 7. (Seth Wenig/AP)


By Maegan Vazquez, Michael E. Miller | 2025-07-31
Twelve House Democrats on Wednesday filed a lawsuit against the Trump administration over what they say are illegal actions to limit in-person congressional oversight visits to federal immigration detention facilities.
The lawmakers say in the complaint that they each "attempted to obtain information about conditions at a DHS [Department of Homeland Security] facility used to detain or otherwise house noncitizens ... by visiting a facility in person, or by giving DHS notice of imminent plans to do so, for the purpose of conducting realtime oversight of that facility." Each attempted visit was blocked by the administration, according to the complaint.
The administration now requires a minimum seven-day advance notice to schedule a visit to the facilities "absent authorization by the secretary of DHS," and "deems certain DHS facilities, including [Immigration and Customs Enforcement] field offices, off-limits for congressional oversight even when they are used for detention," according to the complaint. The Democrats allege that the new restrictions on lawmakers' access are unlawful.
DHS Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs Tricia McLaughlin said in a statement that the members of Congress suing the administration "could have just scheduled a tour." She also sought to tie the visits to "a surge in assaults, disruptions and obstructions to enforcement" aimed at ICE officers, saying that some of those disruptive actions have been made by members of Congress.
The legal effort follows attempts by members of the party to access the growing number of sites used in President Donald Trump's sweeping nationwide immigration crackdown, visits that have led to confrontations and the indictment of one Democratic member of Congress. It marks an escalation in a political battle over an issue that polls suggest has started to sour for the president.
Immigration arrests have risen substantially across the country as the administration has tried to deliver on Trump's campaign promise to carry out the largest deportation operation in U.S. history. Amid reports of overcrowding and poor conditions in some facilities, Democratic lawmakers attempting to access some sites have often been denied entry.
In June, a federal grand jury indicted Rep. LaMonica McIver (D-New Jersey) for allegedly interfering with law enforcement during a confrontation outside an immigration detention center in Newark. Newark Mayor Ras Baraka (D) was arrested and charged with trespassing after that May attempt to visit the facility with a Democratic congressional delegation that included McIver.
Days after McIver's indictment, the Department of Homeland Security issued a new policy limiting congressional lawmakers' access to ICE facilities, a move that Democrats criticized as a violation of their right to conduct oversight.
Wednesday's lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, names ICE and its acting director, Todd Lyons, as well as DHS and its secretary, Kristi L. Noem, as defendants.
The plaintiffs are Reps. Joe Neguse and Jason Crow of Colorado; Dan Goldman and Adriano Espaillat of New York; Bennie G. Thompson (Mississippi); Jamie Raskin (Maryland); Veronica Escobar (Texas); and Robert Garcia, Lou Correa, Jimmy Gomez, Raul Ruiz and Norma J. Torres of California.
In their lawsuit, the Congress members said they were especially worried about people being held inside field offices.
"As the number of arrested and detained individuals grows beyond the capacity of existing ICE detention facilities, DHS has resorted to using ICE field offices to detain or otherwise house noncitizens," the complaint says. "The conditions of confinement at field offices are of particular concern because field offices are not designed nor set up to be facilities in which individuals are detained or housed."
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York), in a statement Wednesday, called the litigation a "first-of-its-kind lawsuit asserting our constitutional responsibility to serve as a check-and-balance on the executive branch and its weaponization of immigration enforcement."
Congressional access to facilities was also an issue during Trump's first term, as Democrats denounced the administration's family separation policy.
In their lawsuit, the Democrats reference a 1985 opinion by the Office of Legal Counsel -- the lead legal corps within the executive branch -- that "it is beyond dispute that Congress may conduct investigations in order to obtain facts pertinent to possible legislation and in order to evaluate the effectiveness of current laws."
Since the family separation crisis, the lawmakers note, Congress had adopted statutory provisions each year providing that no funds appropriated to DHS may be used to prevent a member of Congress "from entering, for the purpose of conducting oversight, any facility operated by or for the Department of Homeland Security used to detain or otherwise house aliens."
Other local officials have been arrested while trying to observe or intervene in the increasing number of immigration arrests at courthouses, including New York City Comptroller and mayoral candidate Brad Lander.
In another high-profile incident, Sen. Alex Padilla (D-California) was forcefully removed, forced to the ground and handcuffed last month after attempting to ask Noem a question.
The incidents -- which Democrats call demands for transparency and Republicans call publicity stunts -- come amid a broader pushback against the administration's immigration crackdown, including nationwide protests.
A Gallup poll conducted in June found Americans dislike Trump's handling of immigration by a wide margin. Sixty-two percent gave him negative marks on how he has managed the issue, while 35 percent graded him positively.
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Politics
Most Democrats vote for failed resolutions to block arms sales to Israel
The votes by more than half of Senate Democrats highlight the party's growing frustration with Israel's handling of the war in Gaza, nearly two years after Hamas's attack.




By Theodoric Meyer | 2025-07-31

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) introduced two resolutions to block weapons sales to Israel on July 30.


More than half of Senate Democrats voted for two resolutions Wednesday night to block weapons sales to Israel, highlighting the party's growing frustration with Israel's handling of the war in Gaza nearly two years after Hamas's attack on Israel.
The Senate rejected both resolutions introduced by Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont). The first, which would block the sale of tens of thousands of assault rifles, failed 70-27. The second, which would block the sale of $675.7 million of bombs and other materiel to Israel, failed 73-24.
But Democrats were split.
Twenty-five Democrats -- along with Sen. Angus King (Maine) and Sanders, both independents who caucus with Democrats -- voted for the first resolution, and 17 voted against it. Sanders, King and 22 Democrats voted for the second resolution and 20 Democrats voted against it.
Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) voted against both resolutions. Three Democrats -- Sens. Ruben Gallego (Arizona), Mark Kelly (Arizona) and Elissa Slotkin (Michigan) -- missed the votes.
The vote marked a shift since April, when Sanders and 14 Democrats voted for two similar resolutions.
"The tide is turning," Sanders said in a statement. "The American people do not want to spend billions to starve children in Gaza. The Democrats are moving forward on this issue, and I look forward to Republican support in the near future."
Democrats have become increasingly critical of Israel's handling of its military operation in Gaza as famine has gripped the enclave and the death toll there has risen. More than 60,000 Palestinians -- including combatants and civilians -- have been killed, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which is run by Hamas and whose numbers are widely accepted by the United Nations and other international institutions.
Eight percent of Democrats support the Israeli military's actions in Gaza, down from 24 percent in September, according to a Gallup poll conducted this month. Eighty-three percent disapprove.

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont), who introduced the two resolutions to block weapons sales to Israel, walks through the U.S. Capitol in June. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


On the Senate floor ahead of the votes, Sanders castigated Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government, but other senators who supported the resolutions were more measured. Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia), who voted for both resolutions, said Democrats overwhelmingly supported sending defensive weapons to Israel but not "offensive weapons that are likely to lead to unnecessary civilian suffering and destabilization in the region."
Sen. Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-Delaware) voted for both resolutions after opposing the April resolutions. "Until Israel significantly shifts its military posture to end the dire humanitarian crisis in Gaza and the West Bank, I cannot in good conscience support further military aid and arms sales to Israel," Blunt Rochester said in a statement.
Schumer said in a statement that he voted against the resolutions despite his concern about the humanitarian situation in Gaza because he had "long held that security assistance to Israel is not about any one government but about our support for the Israeli people."
Another Democrat who opposed both resolutions, Sen. Chris Coons (D-Delaware), said Democrats would be more effective if they remained united.
"These resolutions do not bring us closer to their stated goals," Coons said in statement. "Instead, they renege on our promise of support to our ally Israel and risk a fragile but expanding aid apparatus."
No Republican voted for either resolution. Republicans have argued that they also want the war to end but that cutting off weapons sales to Israel would not help it defeat Hamas, which triggered the war by attacking Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing about 1,200 Israelis and taking some 250 people hostage.
"These are misguided resolutions and if adopted would reinstate the failed policies of the Biden administration and would abandon America's closest ally in the Middle East," Sen. James E. Risch (R-Idaho), chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, said on the Senate floor.
Several Democrats voted to block the sale of assault rifles to Israel but to allow the sale of bombs, including Sen. Jon Ossoff (Georgia).
"Despite my opposition to Prime Minister Netanyahu's conduct of the war in Gaza, I believe the United States must continue to support the Israeli people, who face the persistent threat of rocket and missile attack and have been subjected to intense aerial bombardment from Iran, Lebanon, and Yemen," Ossoff said in a statement. "Israel's capacity to strike those who would launch missiles and rockets at Israeli civilians depends upon the deterrence provided by the Israeli Air Force."
Nearly every Senate Democrat took a more modest step Tuesday, calling on Secretary of State Marco Rubio to do more to address the suffering in Gaza as starvation deaths grow.
"To prevent the situation from getting even worse, we urge you to advocate for a large-scale expansion of humanitarian assistance and services throughout the Gaza Strip, including through the use of experienced multilateral bodies and NGOs that can get lifesaving aid directly to those in need and prevent diversion," Sens. Adam Schiff (D-California), Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii), Jacky Rosen (D-Nevada) and Schumer wrote in a letter to Rubio and Steve Witkoff, Trump's special envoy to the Middle East, which was signed by 40 other senators who caucus with the Democrats.
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) said Tuesday that he would support the administration doing more to address the humanitarian situation in Gaza, too.
"I think we should do everything we can to be a helping hand," Thune told reporters.
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Politics
Senate confirms Jan. 6 denier Joseph Kent to head counterterrorism center 
Kent's nomination was approved despite objections from Democrats, who said his embrace of conspiracy theories and past associations with extremists were disqualifying.

Joe Kent during a congressional debate at KATU studios Oct. 7, 2024, in Portland, Oregon. (Jenny Kane/AP)


By Warren Strobel, Niha Masih | 2025-07-31
The Republican-controlled Senate voted along sharply partisan lines Wednesday to confirm Joseph Kent as head of the National Counterterrorism Center, approving his nomination over objections from Democrats who cited his embrace of conspiracy theories and attempts to alter intelligence reports as disqualifying.
Kent, a former Army Special Operations and CIA officer who has served as a top aide to Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard, was confirmed by a 52-44 vote to head the center, created after the 9/11 terrorist attacks to analyze and integrate intelligence relating to transnational terrorism, including threats to U.S. interests at home and abroad.
Republicans cited his combat experience and government posts as qualifications. Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman Tom Cotton (R-Arkansas) noted that Kent's first wife, Shannon, a Navy cryptologist, was killed by a suicide bomber in northern Syria in 2019.
Democrats warned that Kent's embrace of unsubstantiated theories, including that the FBI played a role in the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection, and his past association with white-supremacist groups made him uniquely unqualified to run a key intelligence unit.
The core principles of intelligence are "objectivity, nonpartisanship and fidelity to fact," said Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Virginia), the top Democrat on the Intelligence Committee. "Mr. Kent has shown time and again that he cannot meet that standard."
As an aide to Gabbard, Kent earlier this year pressured analysts at the National Intelligence Council, a prestigious analytic hub, to alter a report that concluded the Venezuelan government did not direct the activities of the Tren de Aragua cartel, according to emails that emerged later. That analysis undercut Trump's rationale for deporting suspected gang members without due process under the Alien Enemies Act.
The intelligence report was not changed. Gabbard quickly fired Michael Collins, the head of the NIC, and his deputy.
Kent's past comments on Russia had clouded his nomination by Trump. Shortly after Russia's invasion, Kent described President Vladimir Putin's demands on Ukrainian territory as "very reasonable."
His past associations with far-right extremists also came under scrutiny during two failed bids for Congress. In 2021, Kent discussed social media tactics for his campaign with antisemite and white supremacist Nick Fuentes. Separately, Kent drew praise from Joey Gibson, who founded Patriot Prayer, a far-right group known for clashing with activists on the left. He later sought to distance himself from extremist groups.
Kent, who was endorsed by Trump in both of his bids for Congress, has also repeated conspiracies that the 2020 presidential election was stolen from Trump.
He wrote about meeting Trump as he waited to receive his wife's body to arrive at Dover Air Force Base in a 2020 opinion piece for NBC News, saying that Trump's "empathy and thoughtfulness on one of the worst days of my life won my gratitude."
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Politics
Senate Democrats say they are prepared to sue Trump administration over Epstein files
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

(Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


By Amy B Wang, Maegan Vazquez, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Teo Armus, Hannah Natanson, Warren Strobel, Jacob Bogage, Susan Svrluga, Marianna Sotomayor, Paige Winfield Cunningham, Dan Lamothe, Karen DeYoung, Maeve Reston, Andrew Ackerman, Theodoric Meyer, Jonathan Edwards, Liz Goodwin, Rachel Siegel, Karin Brulliard, Kim Bellware, Karen Miller Pensiero, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Patrick Marley, Abha Bhattarai, Jeremy Roebuck, Rachel Roubein, Lena H. Sun, Spencer Hsu, Olivia George, Keith L. Alexander, Dan Merica, Matthew Choi, Kadia  Goba, Natalie Allison, Perry Stein, Dan Diamond, Carolyn Y. Johnson, Jeff Stein | 2025-07-31
Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said Wednesday that Senate Democrats are prepared to sue to force the Justice Department to disclose material related to Jeffrey Epstein. Schumer sent a letter to the Justice Department on Wednesday invoking a rarely used 1928 law to demand that the administration make public the records involving the disgraced financier who died in federal custody in 2019 after his arrest on sex trafficking charges. President Donald Trump, meanwhile, announced Wednesday that the United States had reached a trade deal with South Korea that included 15 percent tariffs on imported goods from the country. He also said the U.S. would impose 25 percent tariffs on India starting Friday -- part of a flurry of recent actions on global trade.
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Politics
Texas map would add five safe Republican seats. What it means for the midterms.
The newly proposed Republican map, at President Donald Trump's urging, would give the party a potential backstop for keeping control of the House even if it performs poorly elsewhere in the 2026 elections. 

(Eric Gay/AP)


By Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Patrick Marley, Marianna Sotomayor, Nick Mourtoupalas | 2025-07-30
With control of the narrowly divided U.S. House hanging in the balance in the 2026 midterm elections, Republicans in Texas at the urging of President Donald Trump  unveiled their opening proposal Wednesday to redraw district boundaries that would give them five more safely red seats.
The GOP-led state legislature, which has convened in a special session to draft the plans and address this summer's deadly flooding in the state, released the preliminary maps after days of contentious hearings. In response, Texas Democrats spoke with national leaders about leaving the state to try to block Republicans from acting on the maps. And Democrats elsewhere threatened to retaliate against Republicans by adding Democratic seats in their states.
Texas Republicans have sought to portray their efforts as typical. Democrats in the state and beyond have decried the unusual mid-decade redistricting attempt as a partisan power grab to tilt the midterm elections so the GOP can hang onto its control of Congress. Republicans now have a 219-212 House majority with four vacancies.
The redrawing of maps typically takes place after the U.S. Census Bureau finishes its once-a-decade population count and can dramatically alter the balance of power between political parties. Rules for redrawing the lines vary by state, and in Texas legislators control the process.
Here's what to know about the proposed maps in Texas and what comes next:
The maps released Wednesday would shift five districts now held by Democrats toward Republicans. That would give Republicans a potential backstop for keeping control of the House even if they perform poorly elsewhere in the midterm elections.
Under the current maps, Republicans hold 25 of the state's 38 congressional districts. Under the new plan, they would be likely to win 30 seats in the state. Trump won all 30 of the proposed districts by 10 points or more last year, making it extremely difficult for Democrats to win any of them.
Four of the five potential GOP pickups have Hispanic majorities, according to demographic information released by the state.
The districts of five Democrats -- Greg Casar, Henry Cuellar, Al Green, Vicente Gonzalez and Julie Johnson -- were tilted significantly to the right. Further scrambling the picture, Democrats Joaquin Castro and Marc Veasey were moved into districts now held by Republicans.
Cuellar and Gonzalez outperformed Joe Biden in the 2024 race and could have a shot at winning even under lines more favorable to Republicans. Cuellar faces additional challenges: He was charged last year with bribery, unlawful foreign influence and money laundering involving an Azerbaijan energy company. He has denied wrongdoing and is slated to go to trial this fall.
Trump's Justice Department sought to ramp up pressure this month to draw new maps by alleging that Texas lawmakers ran afoul of the Constitution by considering race when they drew some of the existing districts. But in their latest proposal Texas Republicans mostly targeted other districts, not the ones the Justice Department cited.
Publicly, Texas Republican lawmakers have downplayed their plans, saying they are responding to a request from Gov. Greg Abbott (R) to reconsider the maps they drew after the 2020 Census. After that census, Republicans largely played it safe and tried to protect incumbents.
Adam Kincaid, the executive director of the National Republican Redistricting Trust, praised the maps and downplayed the possibility that Democrats could take similar actions in other states.
"Texas Republicans are moving forward with a map that is more compact, keeps communities together and increases the number of minority majority districts in the state," he said. "At the same time, Democrats [in other states] are openly talking about ignoring the Voting Rights Act and violating their own state constitutions."
Texas Democrats decried the moves as a power grab and accused Republicans of violating the Voting Rights Act, a 1965 law meant to ensure Black and Latino communities can elect candidates of their choosing. "If Trump is allowed to rip the Voting Rights Act to shreds here in Central Texas, his ploy will spread like wildfire across the country," Casar said in a statement.
Texas Democrats are promising to fight but they have little power to stop the redistricting efforts because Republicans control both legislative chambers. They have been in discussion with House Democratic leadership and their congressional delegation about having the maximum financial support to break quorum, which would likely involve lawmakers fleeing the state ahead of a vote on the new map. Doing so would put them at risk of arrest and daily $500 fines.
Two Democrats familiar with the plans say enough state lawmakers are willing to break quorum, but details to support their effort are still being ironed out and will likely be under discussion when House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) meets with Texas House and Senate lawmakers Wednesday night in Austin.
"Donald Trump and House Republicans believe the only way they can win the midterm elections is to cheat," he said in a statement. "This is a moment that requires a forceful on-the-ground response."
Republicans are defending a slim majority in next year's elections. Historical trends and Trump's low approval rating suggest the midterms could be challenging for the GOP, and any redrawing of maps in a way that favors one side could have far-reaching impacts. Republicans control both chambers of Congress and losing either one could be a major impediment to Trump's legislative agenda.
Republicans have only a couple of weeks to act because special sessions in Texas last just 30 days. If they don't approve the maps in time because of a Democratic walkout or another reason, Abbott could call a new special session and restart the 30-day clock.
Democratic-controlled states such as California, Illinois and New York are exploring options to retaliate by redrawing their own lines to give their party more House seats if Texas approves new maps.
Before the proposed maps were released, California Gov. Gavin Newsom described the Texas GOP's redistricting efforts as "a five-alarm fire for democracy" and said he was considering asking California voters to change the state's procedures for drawing the congressional maps to give Democrats greater sway in Washington. Other Democratic governors such as JB Pritzker of Illinois -- who like Newsom is weighing a run for the White House in 2028 -- have said they are open to launching a process to redraw congressional boundaries in their states.
Maeve Reston and Lenny Bronner contributed to this report.
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Kamala Harris will not run for California governor, opening door for 2028 run
The former vice president's decision leaves the door open to another run for president in 2028 and ends speculation over whether she would try to succeed Gov. Gavin Newsom in 2026. 

Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech at Howard University in Washington on Nov. 6, 2024. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Maeve Reston | 2025-07-30
LOS ANGELES -- Kamala Harris will not run for governor of California next year, she announced Wednesday, leaving the door open to another White House bid in 2028 as the former vice president considers her political future following her loss to Donald Trump last fall.
Harris has kept her counsel close for months as she weighed whether to enter the crowded field of contenders who are vying to replace term-limited Gov. Gavin Newsom (D). The Oakland native returned to her home state in January after attending the inauguration of Trump, whom she faced in 2024 after Joe Biden withdrew from the presidential race and backed her as his successor.
Having ruled out a run for governor, Harris is exploring the prospects of forming new groups to keep her involved in politics and positioned to advocate for the ideas she championed during her 2024 campaign.
"Over the past six months, I have spent time reflecting on this moment in our nation's history, and the best way for me to continue fighting for the American people and advancing the values and ideals I hold dear," Harris said in a statement. "I am a devout public servant, and from the earliest days of my career, I have believed that the best way I could make a difference in people's lives and fight for a better future was to improve the system from within. And it has been a profound honor to do that work and serve the people of California and our nation -- as a prosecutor, Attorney General, United States Senator, and Vice President."
She said that in recent months, she has given "serious thought to asking the people of California for the privilege to serve as their Governor."
"I love this state, its people, and its promise. It is my home. But after deep reflection, I've decided that I will not run for Governor in this election," she said in the statement.
The former vice president passed up the opportunity to run for governor once before when she chose instead to run for the U.S. Senate, which she and her advisers concluded was a better fit for her national policy interests and her investigative and prosecutorial background as the state's former attorney general.
Although she was said to be intrigued by the opportunity to help lead California's recovery from the wind-driven fires that ravaged the Pacific Palisades and Altadena and to tackle the state's housing crisis, she concluded that she could make a greater impact continuing her work on the national stage, according to interviews with former aides, allies and friends, some of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private deliberations. Many in her inner circle believed that running for governor would foreclose her chance seeking the Democratic nomination again in 2028.
"For now, my leadership -- and public service -- will not be in elected office," Harris added in her statement. "I look forward to getting back out and listening to the American people, helping elect Democrats across the nation who will fight fearlessly, and sharing more details in the months ahead about my own plans."
In the immediate future, Harris is most focused on potentially writing a book and building out a new organization that would allow her to travel the country ahead of the 2026 midterms to try to help Democrats regain control of the U.S. House. When it comes to her potential advocacy and policy work, her confidants said, she is particularly interested in focusing on the issues that Gen Z Americans are facing and the future of work in a world that could be dominated by artificial intelligence.
Those confidants also say she has not ruled out a future run for the White House -- which would come with both advantages and challenges. She has greater name recognition than many of the other governors and senators who are considering their own runs, and she built a large fundraising list of small-dollar donors that she could immediately tap if she leans toward a White House run.
But at the same time, the field of potential 2028 contenders is already wide and deep with an array of well-known governors -- including Newsom, JB Pritzker in Illinois, Wes Moore in Maryland and Josh Shapiro in Pennsylvania -- and close allies such as Sen. Cory Booker of New Jersey. Harris and Newsom are longtime friends, but also political rivals in California, and they share some of the same advisers and donors -- once again complicating both their paths if they decide to run for president in 2028.
Also complicating matters for Harris, fresh debate has erupted in the party this year over Biden's initial decision to run even as many voters expressed concerns about his age and ability to serve a second term. The publication of books this years has resurfaced questions about whether his inner circle concealed information about his health and mental acuity. Biden ended his campaign after a disastrous debate performance in which he repeatedly appeared to lose his train of thought.
Harris has faced some criticism and questions about what she knew about Biden's fitness for office and how she handled the situation. Former Los Angeles mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, a Democrat who is running for governor, issued a statement earlier this year in part blaming Harris for a "cover up." Harris, he said in statement, "repeatedly said there was nothing wrong with Biden."
Harris, who was born in Oakland and served as both San Francisco district attorney and California's attorney general before heading to Washington in 2017, opted against running for governor in 2015 -- when she concluded that serving in the U.S. Senate was a better match for both her policy interests and her strengths as a former prosecutor.
Her first stop after touching down in California in January was a World Food Kitchen location serving meals to families affected by the Altadena fires and to a fire station that was the first to respond to the blaze. But she has rarely weighed in on California issues since her return.
Harris's loss to Trump in November thrust her political career into uncertainty. In interviews in early primary states such as South Carolina and New Hampshire in recent months, many Democratic voters have said in they are ready to turn the page on the Biden era as they try to regroup from devastating losses in the 2024 election.
Harris has largely stayed on the sidelines as other Democratic leaders forcefully confronted the Trump administration's maneuvers, though she has occasionally made statements and sent fundraising emails for the Democratic National Committee.
She did not deliver her first major post-election political speech until the end of April, when she condemned Trump's "unconstitutional demands" and what she framed as a climate of fear that she said the president had fostered to silence his critics.
The former vice president argued that what she warned about during the campaign had come true, attacking Trump as a dangerous president who has bulldozed through constitutional guardrails and tested the limits of executive power.
In her public remarks, she has urged her followers to show courage and expressed her concern about organizations that have stayed quiet or capitulated to what she has described as "clearly unconstitutional threats" from Trump.
Harris's husband, Doug Emhoff, has also clashed with Trump. The law firm where Emhoff is a partner -- Willkie Farr & Gallagher -- was among the firms that struck a deal with Trump to avoid punitive actions despite Emhoff's objections. In late February and March, Trump started using executive orders to target several law firms that had represented clients he considers adversaries. He issued directives that barred them from government contracts and access to public buildings. On April 1, the president said that Emhoff's firm had reached a deal to avoid those kinds of punitive actions.
Emhoff said publicly several days after Trump's announcement that he had argued against the arrangement.
In the California governor's race, the Democratic field includes some of Harris's longtime allies in her home state, including Lt. Gov. Eleni Kounalakis and former congresswoman Katie Porter. Other candidates, including former Health and Human Services secretary Xavier Becerra and Villaraigosa, said in recent interviews with The Washington Post that they would stay in the race even if Harris entered.
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GOP House committee chair yet to issue a subpoena for Epstein files
The chairman is physically required to sign each subpoena, but there is no deadline by which Rep. James Comer must issue the subpoenas, according to House rules.

Rep. James Comer (R-Kentucky), chairman of the House Oversight Committee. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Kadia  Goba | 2025-07-30
A week after a House Oversight subcommittee voted to subpoena the Justice Department for records related to Jeffrey Epstein, the chairman of the full committee still hasn't issued the order.
The delay stands in stark contrast to the subpoena Rep. James Comer (R-Kentucky) -- the House Oversight chairman -- issued and signed within 24 hours of a similar subcommittee vote that compelled Epstein associate Ghislaine Maxwell to testify before Congress. And it raises questions about Republicans' willingness to hold the Trump administration accountable for its failure to release the Epstein files in the face of significant backlash from the president's GOP base.
Comer is no longer in Washington after the House recessed for five weeks following the subcommittee vote. Under House rules, the full panel must then issue the subpoena. The chairman is physically required to sign each subpoena, but there is no deadline by which Comer must issue the subpoenas, according to House rules.
"Chairman Comer has been clear that subpoenas will be issued in the near future," a spokeswoman for the House Oversight Committee, Jessica Collins, said in a statement Tuesday.
She added that the House is preparing 11 subpoenas to cover prominent former officials who lawmakers appear to believe have knowledge of the Epstein case, which has spanned two decades.
At the same time as it voted to subpoena the Epstein files, the Oversight panel voted to demand all communications about Epstein between then-President Joe Biden and his administration; as well as to subpoena a long list of other prominent figures from Democratic and Republican administrations including Bill and Hillary Clinton; former FBI director James B. Comey; former attorneys general Merrick Garland, William P. Barr, Jeff Sessions, Loretta E. Lynch, Eric Holder and Alberto Gonzales; as well as former special counsel Robert S. Mueller III.
Meanwhile, Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) and several Democratic senators have invoked a rarely used law to try to force the Justice Department to release all of its investigative files related to Epstein by Aug. 15.
In a letter to Attorney General Pam Bondi sent Tuesday, first reported by the New York Times, the Democratic senators cited the "rule of five," which requires government agencies to provide information if requested by any five members of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee. The letter was signed by Schumer and all seven Democratic senators on that committee.
The Justice Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday about whether or when it would comply with the Senate move.
Last Wednesday, three Republicans -- Reps. Brian Jack, (Georgia), Nancy Mace, (South Carolina) and Scott Perry (Pennsylvania) -- joined Democrats in an 8-2 decision to compel the Justice Department to release the files during a hearing of the House Oversight federal law enforcement subcommittee. It marked the first time Congress has officially voted to subpoena the department to respond to Epstein-related demands.
The subcommittee voted to compel the Justice Department to release "the full, complete, un-redacted" files on Epstein, omitting the names and anything personally identifiable about his victims.
In a separate subcommittee hearing, members voted unanimously to subpoena Maxwell; Comer issued the subpoena within 24 hours for a deposition slated to take place Aug. 11. Maxwell's lawyer has since responded by suggesting she would be open to testifying if she is guaranteed immunity, something Comer immediately rejected. Maxwell also requested the committee provide its questions beforehand and reschedule until after her appeal is resolved before the U.S. Supreme Court.
Democrats who voted to subpoena the release of the files haven't publicly criticized Comer for failing to issue it at this point.
But Rep. Robert Garcia (California), the top Democrat on the Oversight Committee, tried to preempt delays through a letter to Comer asking him to "immediately" transmit the subpoena. The letter also said that Comer should require the Justice Department to produce the files within 30 calendar days and that Comer must ensure the department complies.
Garcia said he devised the strategy to introduce language to release the files before that specific subcommittee based on which Republicans sit on the panel and their past comments about Epstein. 
"We knew this subcommittee that Republicans had set up, they had set this up to talk about children that were being trafficked," Garcia said. He also said he worked under the radar, limiting correspondence about the plan to subcommittee members and leadership.
Issuing the subpoena for the Epstein files would put the GOP House on a collision course with the president -- who has told his supporters to move on -- and the Justice Department. Bondi stirred a furor when she announced in an early July memo that the case against Epstein was essentially closed, confirming that Epstein died by suicide and that there was no "client list" containing the names of powerful people who may have abused girls.
The Justice Department declined to  comment.
Trump and Republicans have been working to tamp down the furor created by the Justice Department's actions after the president and his allies, while campaigning to return to Washington, accused the Biden administration of a massive cover-up for refusing to release the files. A recent Washington Post poll showed that most Americans strongly support releasing all files in the Epstein case and suspect that the documents contain embarrassing information about Trump, Democrats and billionaires.
The issue exploded right before House Republicans broke for the August recess, with Republicans on the Rules Committee repeatedly being put in the uncomfortable position of having to vote on whether to release the files when Democrats introduced language to do so. The issue prompted House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) to send lawmakers home one day early, but not before Rep. Summer Lee (D-Pennsylvania) brought the motion in the federal law enforcement subcommittee.
Johnson has repeatedly said House Republicans are committed to transparency but has buffered his comments with calls to protect victims who may have been associated with Epstein, and whose names could be included in any release.
"Yes," he said when asked Sunday on "Meet the Press" whether the Epstein files should be made public. "I agree with President Trump, with the Department of Justice, with the FBI that you need all credible evidence and information out there. That word 'credible' is important, and why? Because you have to protect innocent people's names and reputations whose names might be -- as you noted at the outset of the program -- might be intertwined in all these files."
Matthew Choi and Amy B Wang contributed to this report.
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Opinions
Even Israel's defenders are finally admitting the truth 
Images of starving children have moved MAGA stars, Trump and Europeans to call on Israel to end the war. 

A Palestinian boy tries to receive a hot meal at a charity kitchen in the Gaza Strip on July 22. (AFP/Getty Images) (-/AFP/Getty Images)


By Shadi Hamid | 2025-07-31
Something is shifting. International pressure on Israel has reached a new peak as images of starving Palestinian children shock the conscience of even its longtime supporters. France declared plans to recognize a Palestinian state in September. Britain announced it is ready to follow suit, unless Israel agrees to a ceasefire and commits to a two-state solution.
President Donald Trump appears to have had a visceral reaction to the photographs of suffering children, dismissing Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's claim that "there's no starvation in Gaza," and saying, "Those children look very hungry. ... That's real starvation stuff. I see it, and you can't fake that."
Influential MAGA voices have sounded the alarm, too, including Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, who became the first Republican in Congress to call what's happening in Gaza a "genocide."
Former Trump adviser Stephen K. Bannon sees a deeper political shift: "It seems that for the under-30-year-old MAGA base, Israel has almost no support," Bannon told Politico, "and Netanyahu's attempt to save himself politically by dragging America in deeper to another Middle East war has turned off a large swath of older MAGA diehards."
Though this might be overstating the shift, Bannon is right that Israel is hemorrhaging support among conservatives. Even before the starvation crisis broke through in international media, 50 percent of Republican and Republican-leaning adults younger than 50 said they had an unfavorable view of Israel, up from 35 percent in 2022.
Trump said the United States would work with Europeans to set up food distribution centers in Gaza. Netanyahu ordered a pause in fighting in three areas of Gaza to allow "minimal" aid to enter.
For thousands of Palestinians, this will have been both too little and too late. Israel's temporary resumption of aid comes after it cut off supplies in March. Once acute malnutrition sets in, the damage can be long-lasting, particularly in children. Bodies ravaged by hunger struggle to process even basic nutrition. At least 111 people, including 81 children, have died from starvation, according to Gaza's Health Ministry.
The priority now must be to prevent more suffering. The only way that can happen is with a durable ceasefire and an end to a war that has taken the lives of more than 60,000 and perhaps tens of thousands more, according to a recent study published in the Lancet.
The problem is that Netanyahu has had strong incentives to prolong the war. By July of last year, top generals determined that Israel's key objectives had been met. The war's continuation served no discernible military purpose. Netanyahu pressed on anyway because ending it would have meant political suicide within his own far-right coalition. In other words, 12 months of war -- and all the resulting destruction -- did not need to happen.
The world is waking up to this perverse reality. Even some of Israel's fiercest defenders, such as journalist Haviv Rettig, have acknowledged the reality of "desperate hunger" after denying the evidence for months. Amit Segal, chief political correspondent for Israel's Channel 12, wrote recently that "Gaza may well be approaching a real hunger crisis."
These are reluctant admissions, filled with caveats. I, myself, am reluctant to commend them for the barest minimum of moral awareness and human decency. But it matters.
I have Palestinian friends who respond, understandably, that the newly outspoken critics of Israel's conduct are acting in bad faith and that they should have been speaking out when it could have made a difference for the thousands of Palestinians who have already died or who are already starving. They have a point. But at the same time, the pro-Palestinian movement must be a big tent and  welcome anyone  willing to question their past positions and update them in the face of incontrovertible evidence of Israel's crimes against humanity.
My hope is that more of Israel's most ardent supporters will come to see how this war -- this genocide -- is putting a permanent moral stain on a state that they believe in and have dedicated themselves to defending.
Until now, whenever I provided pro-Israel hard-liners with evidence of Israel doing bad things, they would insist that there must be an explanation. Their belief -- akin to a faith, really -- is that Israel is good, therefore it is not capable of committing something like genocide. It is hard to reason with people whose belief  is based on projection, rather than facts.
An anecdote from Shaul Magid, a professor of Jewish studies at Harvard, is instructive here. He recalled: "I once asked someone I casually know, an ardent Zionist, 'what could Israel do that would cause you not to support it?'. He was silent for a moment before looking at me and said, 'Nothing.'"
But when does nothing become something? Presumably, there is a red line for Israel's supporters. And, for many, it is being breached.
Only Washington commands the kind of influence that could meaningfully change Israel's behavior. But administration after administration has been unwilling to use that leverage. Those of us who pray for a better future for Palestinians are in the uncomfortable position of placing our faith in Trump's unpredictability, which is never a good place to be. But it's where we are.
It's too little, too late. But it's also not too late. The dead cannot be brought back, but the living can still be saved. For their sake, we must be willing to take yes for an answer, even when it comes from unexpected quarters. And there's one unexpected quarter that matters most, now:  the Trump administration.
The moral arc of the universe might  bend toward justice, but it doesn't bend on its own -- and it doesn't bend fast enough. If Trump, of all people, can be the instrument of ending this catastrophe, then we must swallow our pride and our doubts and pray that his visceral reaction to hungry children becomes something more than words.
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Opinions
Please disperse, 'Naked Gun' reboot. There's nothing to see here.
Nostalgia means it can't live up to the original. But neither can the original.

Liam Neeson and, from the original Naked Gun franchise, Leslie Nielsen. (John Phillips/Getty; Daniel Rack/AP) 


By Will Leitch | 2025-07-31
A joke is never as funny the second time you hear it. Great comedians, no matter how brilliant a set may  be, know they must eventually move on to new material; the Rolling Stones may be able to sell out an arena playing "Satisfaction" for the 40,000th time, but eventually George Carlin was going to have to stop doing the "seven dirty words" bit. Comedy is inherently about the act of creation -- of surprising an audience with the unexpected. There is nothing unexpected about a knock-knock joke you already know.
This is the inherent challenge the new "Naked Gun" movie faces that, say, the new "Superman" didn't, and the way most reboots or sequels don't. "Superman" or "28 Years Later" or the next "Star Wars" come in with inherent audience goodwill, and a lot of the fun is watching them play the hits; Superman is gonna battle Lex Luthor, fast zombies will come sprinting at terrified Brits, lightsabers will be unleashed. But a "Naked Gun" reboot has to evoke the feeling of what we remember finding funny in the 1980s while also being funny itself -- a nearly impossible hill to climb.
Nostalgia is many things: comforting, irrational, even corrosive. But it is not funny. Remembering when you laughed at something is quite different from actually laughing.
The film, which hits theaters Friday, takes place in the universe as the original 1982 TV show "Police Squad!" that launched a trilogy of '80s and '90s cop spoofs. It is reverent and respectful toward the old films, which is part of the problem: The beauty of the original "Naked Gun" movies is that they were reverent and respectful of nothing. The new film has callbacks to the original films, as well as cameos from original cast members, as we have come to expect from any rebooted franchise. But what they really do is remind you of what was funny the first time, or, more crucially, what you remember being funny the first time you saw it. The new film knows the words, but not the music.
Liam Neeson, as Frank Drebin Jr., and co-star Pamela Anderson, in the pop-culture-icon-as-bombshell role that Priscilla Presley filled in the earlier films, are impressively game for anything; Anderson has a wild scat-jazz routine that's one of the film's highlights, and it's impressive to see how often Neeson is willing to go pantsless. But you can see the flop sweat throughout, particularly from Neeson, who accurately sends up his own film persona but lacks the cheerful, almost otherworldly cluelessness of Leslie Nielsen, who could make you laugh simply by showing up on screen. You find yourself chuckling that Liam Neeson is willing to be in this, rather than because Neeson is being inherently funny himself.
But the issue is not with the cast, or even the execution, but the premise: A comedy so self-consciously a throwback that its best bits are Xerox copies, twice removed, from the originals. The movie gets stuck evoking gags rather than inventing new ones. You spend so much time anticipating the punch lines of the past that you forget to laugh.
The movie, by its very design, cannot live up the originals. But the thing is, the originals don't live up to the originals either. I will think about some of the bits from the original "Naked Gun" movie the rest of my life -- I'd like the baseball "bloopers" segment to be played at my funeral someday -- but they're still not as funny as they were the first time I saw them. How could they be?
I don't remember the last time I was rooting for a film more, and it's to the credit of the film's general good cheer that even though I don't think it's funny enough or new enough, I have no ill will toward it; I am not like those arrested development "Star Wars" fans who were angry that Rian Johnson's "The Last Jedi" had too many girls in it while not making Luke Skywalker a ninja. And the movie comes at a particularly fraught time for comedies, particularly ones that are released in theaters. As the great film site "The Reveal" noted, in a superhero and family film world, straightforward comedies, no matter how funny, tend to find themselves limited mostly to streaming these days.
There are many people who want "The Naked Gun" to be a hit so we can see more comedies like it in movie theaters. I'm one of them. I want to see filmmakers make original comedies of their own, ones not beholden to the memory of laughs but dedicated to making new laughs, laughs we will get to remember fondly 20 years from now.
There is something comforting seeing someone named Frank Drebin on the big screen again. But who wants their comedy to be about comfort? This, after all, is our hill. And these are our beans.
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The Post's View
Reject the Commanders stadium deal
Even after tweaks, the deal still amounts to corporate welfare that the NFL team and its billionaire owner do not need.

D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) rallies support to subsidize a new Commanders stadium on July 24. (Leah Millis/For The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-07-31
District Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) is admirably seeking to set a pro-growth agenda for D.C., and she views the construction of a new stadium for the Washington Commanders as central to that strategy. The development, she argues, could serve as a "catalyst" for new businesses and housing in Ward 7, just as Nationals Park did for the Navy Yard area.
It's a compelling vision, which is why the D.C. Council seems likely to vote on Friday to advance a modified version of the deal she struck with the team in April. But all the excitement the potential stadium has generated cannot hide reality: The venture, which would come at a huge cost to the city, essentially amounts to corporate welfare. In the interest of D.C. taxpayers, the council should reject it.
The scale of the development is stunning: The Commanders would contribute $2.7 billion for the structure, located at the now unused RFK Stadium site. The mayor calls it the largest private investment in D.C.'s history. Taxpayers would fund the rest of the project to the tune of more than $1 billion, making it one of the largest-ever construction subsidies for a U.S. sports venue. In addition to the arena, the plan includes multiple parking facilities, a community SportsPlex, space for retail locations and as many as 6,000 housing units.
Several council members blanched at the mayor's initial deal over concerns that it would place too much of the financial burden on taxpayers while giving out freebies to the franchise. For instance, the deal would exempt the team from property taxes and lease the land underneath the stadium for just $1 a year over almost three decades. Even the sales taxes generated from the stadium would not go to the city, but a reinvestment fund for future maintenance and upgrades.
Last week, Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) announced revisions that would keep most of the deal in place but recoup city revenue by redirecting sales taxes at the stadium site and parking structures to the District. Altogether, he estimates that the new agreement would generate $779 million for the city over 30 years. The compromise also secures $50 million for youth sports programs and designates $600 million of the city's contribution for the development toward transportation improvements.
These are legitimate improvements, but they still fail to make the deal a good investment for taxpayers. The revenue generated for the city under this arrangement is still unlikely to cover its investment in the project, even over the long term. Meanwhile, the Commanders would retain many of the subsidies that made the original deal questionable.
Keep in mind that the Commanders franchise is highly profitable. It one of the most valuable teams in the National Football League, worth about $6.3 billion as of August 2024. Its owner, Josh Harris, has a net worth of $12.4 billion. This month, the office of D.C.'s chief financial officer reviewed the mayor's original deal and determined that the proposed tax exemptions "are not financially necessary for the Team to continue to operate as a business entity."
Authors of that analysis said they could not assess whether the tax breaks would be necessary to attract the Commanders to the District, as opposed to somewhere in Maryland or Virginia. But Commanders officials have repeatedly reiterated their desire to return the team to its "spiritual home" at the RFK site. The location also comes with enormous advantages: It is Metro accessible, centrally located for fans and already primed for a stadium -- without the need to displace existing businesses or homes. So why, exactly, does the team need such a large public subsidy?
Even if the Commanders were to pull out of the city entirely, residents may be better off. A separate report from the council's budget office -- written before the deal was revised -- compared tax revenue from mixed-use development of the RFK site with and without the stadium. It projected that, over the course of 30 years, the site would generate about $1 billion more in revenue and $1.4 billion more in economic activity without the stadium.
None of this is to say the Commanders should not return to D.C., but the team can do so on its own dime. Stadiums provide benefits that are hard to quantify. They can make neighborhoods feel more vibrant and rejuvenate a city's culture. But council members should remember that the Commanders need D.C. more than D.C. needs the Commanders.
City leaders also should not allow themselves to become prisoners to precedent. Virtually all sports venues in the city -- indeed, across the entire country -- have been financed with public dollars. But just because government subsidies for billionaires are normal does not make them correct. The District needs to think about new growth strategies that put taxpayers first.
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Why America's new crypto regime makes other countries nervous
The U.S. is potentially providing a powerful vehicle for tax evasion and other illegal activity worldwide.

A television broadcasts cryptocurrency market information on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange in New York on Monday.  (Michael Nagle/Bloomberg)


By Kenneth Rogoff | 2025-07-31
Kenneth Rogoff is a professor of economics at Harvard, a former chief economist at the International Monetary Fund, and the author of "Our Dollar, Your Problem: An Insider's View of Seven Turbulent Decades of Global Finance and the Road Ahead."
Has the United States decided to be the Switzerland of crypto? The laudable aim of the Trump administration's landmark cryptocurrency legislation, eloquently exposited by Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, is to bring some much-needed regulatory clarity to the wild west of digital finance. However, by proffering an official stamp of approval, the U.S. is potentially providing a powerful vehicle for facilitating tax evasion and all manner of illegal activity worldwide.
It doesn't have to be this way. Dollar-backed stablecoins -- cryptocurrencies convertible one to one with dollars -- are potentially the most important application of blockchain technology to date. This special class of cryptocurrency, which at present accounts for less than 10 percent of the $4 trillion crypto market, was the focus of the bill that is already law. To be fair, the act incorporated many good ideas, such as requiring that stablecoins be (almost) fully backed by safe, highly liquid assets, including Treasury bills and federally insured bank deposits.
Critics have pointed to the risks that, despite the precautions, there will still be runs on some stablecoins and that fraud will be rampant, particularly among the smaller players. These are serious concerns. The biggest one, however, which has thus far received only fleeting attention, is that the new law does too little to make stablecoin transactions as easy to audit as debit and credit card transactions are. Once out the door, stablecoins are tokens on a blockchain just like bitcoin and can change hands almost as anonymously as paper currency.
Yes, in principle, everything on the blockchain is public information, but crypto wallets can be held pseudonymously; you don't have to reveal who you really are. On top of that, one can hold scores of wallets, and dollar stablecoin wallets can be issued outside the U.S. by unregulated entities, in addition to being traded abroad on lightly regulated exchanges. Sure, government sleuths can often find clues that help them figure out the true owner of a crypto wallet. They will certainly bear the necessary cost in the case of a major terrorism incident. This is hardly feasible on a routine basis, however. If crypto was that easy to trace, its appeal might collapse.
One might think the problem is less for stablecoins since, unlike fully decentralized cryptocurrencies such as bitcoin, there is generally a centralized issuer who is the ultimate guarantor of the coins' value in dollars. Once out in the world, however, the centralized issuer generally has little idea of who is holding their tokens, no more than a bank knows where cash from an ATM is ultimately being held.
Even the highly intrusive Chinese government, which has the capacity to read people's body temperatures, has so far not found a way to control rampant use of stablecoins. Once dollar stablecoins fully come into the mainstream, why would Europe be likely to do any better?
Such problems may well be solvable, if the industry is directed to do so. If that were to happen, the big winners in the stablecoin space likely will be companies whose business models are designed around achieving regulatory compliance. So far that does not seem to be happening; most coin issuers are all about guaranteeing near total anonymity. Governments everywhere are going to find themselves dealing with a new form of super cash that significantly intrudes on their sovereignty. This will be especially problematic when the stablecoin law's larger sister bill is passed, which will govern the larger crypto currency universe.
The World Bank estimates that the underground economy, which consists of illicit activity and (mainly) tax evasion, accounts for an average of 17 percent of income in advanced economies and over 30 percent of income in developing economies. Conservatively, this amounts to roughly $20 trillion per year globally. This is a market where cash has long been king, but cryptocurrencies have already started to take a substantial share.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent has estimated that dollar-backed stablecoins will generate at least $2 trillion worth of demand of Treasury bills, funding roughly a year's worth of budget deficits. That's great. However, by making tax evasion easier, the new bill could add a big unintended tax cut on top of the large ones already incorporated in the One Big Beautiful Bill.
The regulation-lite approach of the new crypto legislation will certainly give rise to innovation. However, the legislation's industry-friendly framework could boomerang by facilitating all manner of tax evasion and illegal activity such as drug smuggling and human trafficking. For the rest of the world, which will experience the costs with few of the benefits, the invasion of crypto products from the United States may make the tariff wars seem like a mere border skirmish.
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Opinions
Trump is using the 'Laffer curve' to find the tariff sweet spot
Tariffs are taxes, and the Reagan era has much to say about how high to go before revenue suffers.

Economist Arthur Laffer and President Donald Trump during a presentation ceremony of the Presidential Medal of Freedom at the White House in 2019. (Oliver Contreras/For The Washington Post) 


By Marc Thiessen | 2025-07-31
In his first term, President Donald Trump awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom to economist Arthur Laffer, inventor of the "Laffer curve," which provided the intellectual foundation for President Ronald Reagan's supply-side tax cuts.
Now in his second term, Trump is essentially applying the Laffer curve to his tariff policies.
The Laffer curve, which the economist famously drew on a napkin during a 1974 lunch with Donald H. Rumsfeld and Dick Cheney, shows that when you set tax rates at zero, you get zero tax revenue (because the government collects nothing), and when you set tax rates at 100 percent, you also get zero revenue (because no one has an incentive to work). Somewhere between zero and 100 percent is an optimal tax rate that achieves both growth and maximum tax revenue.
Reagan applied this principle to lowering income tax rates -- which were egregiously high when he took office -- spurring 92 months of uninterrupted economic growth, the longest peacetime economic expansion in U.S. history and dramatic growth in federal revenue.
Trump is applying the same principle to tariffs. Tariffs are taxes: When you have no tariffs, you get zero revenue, and when you impose tariffs of 100 percent (or more), it throttles trade and revenue. Somewhere between zero and 100 percent is an optimal tariff rate that yields maximum revenue without unduly disrupting trade.
When Trump took office in January, U.S. tariffs were close to zero, which meant they brought in little tax revenue. Trump is negotiating trade deals that, instead of reducing tariffs, raise them to something approximating the revenue-maximizing tariff rate.
Consider the deal he struck this week with the European Union. In 2018, Trump offered the Europeans a zero-for-zero trade deal, but the E.U. showed little interest in his proposal. Now, seven years later, Trump has struck a deal that includes a 15 percent baseline tariff on most European exports to the United States, while most U.S. exports to the E.U. will be duty-free. The E.U. also committed to purchasing $750 billion in U.S. energy and investing $600 billion in the United States by 2028.
Some European leaders are complaining that the deal is heavily tilted to the U.S. They are right, but that is the price the Europeans pay for turning up their noses at Trump's zero-for-zero offer when it was on the table in 2018.
Trump has also set minimum tariffs in other recent trade deals. His deal with Japan similarly includes a 15 percent baseline tariff, while his deal with Britain sets the baseline tariff at 10 percent. And his deal with Vietnam sets it at 20 percent. Trump says the baseline tariff rate for the world will be "in the range of 15 to 20 percent ... probably one of those two numbers."
What is the optimal rate? It's hard to know, but 10 percent is better than 20 percent -- because, as the Laffer curve shows, if the baseline tariffs are too high, above a certain point the United States will get less revenue, not more, which is bad for the U.S. bottom line.
There are exceptions. For example, the E.U. deal includes a 50 percent tariff on steel -- far exceeding any revenue-maximizing rate. That is because Trump's goal in this case is not to bring in more revenue, but to reduce foreign steel imports and spur domestic production for national security purposes. That is why he has set steel tariffs at a protectionist level.
Raising tariffs might seem like an improbable way of channeling Reagan's supply-side principles. But so long as the baseline remains low, it will allow the United States to bring in more revenue without having to raise taxes on household income or corporate profits. Trump has brought in $150 billion in tariff revenue since taking office, including an unexpected government surplus in June. To put that in perspective, at this pace, the country's expanded tariff revenue will be more than enough to cover the estimated cost of Trump's "Golden Dome" missile defense shield.
When Trump awarded Laffer the Medal of Freedom in 2019, he pointed out that the economist had proved that when tax rates are too high, "the result is less growth and lower tax revenues," while "lower tax rates spur investment, economic growth, and raise government revenue."
That lesson applies to trade as well. Trump is right to raise the baseline U.S. tariff from near zero. But he should remember that the Laffer curve works both ways -- and raising tariff rates too high will result in less growth and less revenue, not more.
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Opinions
The good news about murder
Homicides are way down. What happened, what we can learn and how progressives became crime fighters. 

(Brian Stauffer/For The Washington Post)


By E.J. Dionne | 2025-07-31
In politics, good news is often harder to accept than bad news. There is a habit, perhaps especially now, of seeing government as doomed to failure, social policy as futile and debates over hard problems -- including, prominently, crime -- as destined to break down into pointless ideological clashes.
But sometimes the facts are so obvious that everyone has to accept them. That's what should be happening now with the truly remarkable decline in the number of murders and shootings across the United States, especially in big cities that were wracked by a spike in violence during the covid pandemic. The numbers are compelling enough to force even Eeyores to take notice.
Jeff Asher, the co-founder of AH Datalytics and one of the country's most respected crime statisticians, summarizes the data this way. Murders rose by roughly 30 percent in 2020, the fastest rate of increase on record, and the stats stayed steady in 2021 and 2022. Then began the great decline with three record-breaking drops in a row: 2023, murders down 12 percent; 2024, down 14 percent; 2025, on track so far to be down 20 percent.
The declines were especially robust in the biggest cities with the biggest crime problems.
Between 2021 and 2024, murders were down 53 percent in Philadelphia, and 43 percent in both Baltimore and New Orleans. The drop was even more striking using Asher's most recent data from his Real-Time Crime Index through May, 2025: a decline of 59 percent in Baltimore, 58 percent in Philadelphia and 48 percent in New Orleans. Other major cities experiencing large improvements -- they are far from alone -- include Boston, Los Angeles, Denver, Phoenix, Chicago, New York and Atlanta.
The horror of the Park Avenue killings  in New York on Monday is a warning against any complacency about gun violence. But the positive trend on crime is clear. A study based on 42 cities published on July 24 by the Council on Criminal Justice, a nonprofit research organization, found that of the 13 categories of crimes the council tracks, only car theft "remained elevated compared to midyear 2019 totals."
No crime analyst pretends that there is a single reason for the  good news. The best analysts preach intellectual humility. "The louder someone says they know why," Asher told me of the rise and fall of murder rates, "the less likely I tend to be to believe them."
The best news may be that the recent decline in violence is likely a restoration of pre-pandemic trends. The pandemic appears to have been a nasty blip. Using FBI data, John Gramlich of the Pew Research Center reported that violent crime fell by 49 percent in the nearly 30 years between 1993 and 2022 -- meaning that even near the height of the pandemic crime surge, the nation's streets and neighborhoods were still far safer than they had been three decades earlier.
But if the pandemic played a significant role in the killing surge, it also spurred federal action that sent large sums of stimulus and anti-crime money to state and local governments. "The most compelling answer as far as what the main driver is, is that basically we spent a lot of money on stuff," Asher says.
The Bipartisan Safer Communities Act of 2022, the first major federal gun safety legislation in nearly 30 years, tightened gun laws while expanding federal support for mental health and anti-violence programs based in schools and neighborhoods.
The effort to spread anti-crime best practices across the country is one of the Biden administration's largely unheralded achievements.
"With the creation of the first ever White House Office on Gun Violence Prevention, we ran a comprehensive playbook across the federal government," Rob Wilcox, the office's deputy director, told me. "It involved investing in community violence intervention, supporting law enforcement in solving shootings, cracking down on every link in the gun trafficking chain -- from ghost gun companies to rogue gun dealers -- and supporting the victims and survivors who experienced violence."
Wilcox believes the success of these anti-crime efforts creates a large opportunity for Democrats and progressives to change the political valence of the crime issue. He's right. Law and order has long been a staple in conservative campaigning. Public safety rooted in smart policies could now be a centerpiece of the progressive case.
It was also during the pandemic that the Black Lives Matter movement gained national prominence after the May 2020 police killing of George Floyd. The urgency of reform unleashed calls to "defund the police," which in turn prompted backlash and political recriminations that worked against Democrats.

Police vehicles burn during a protest in New York on May 30, 2020, after the death of George Floyd. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The tensions of that era and the injustices it surfaced have not disappeared. But five years on, it's possible to see that some of its lessons, particularly on the need for closer relationships among the police, neighborhood leaders and citizens, have had an effect. Yes, enforcement matters. But so does smart programming. Fairer and more just paths to public safety can lead to greater public safety.
The relationship between crime and the pandemic cannot be understated. People were stressed. Unemployment spiked. Streets emptied. Schools closed. Policing was impeded. Violence followed. "Everything we counted on to reduce gun violence was undermined in that period," Roseanna Ander, executive director of the University of Chicago crime lab, told me.
"Social institutions that normally try to control and de-conflict personal arguments basically turned off during the pandemic," including schools and social programs, said Jens Ludwig, a professor at the University of Chicago's Harris School of Public Policy. The pandemic reminded us of how institutions we take for granted play an indirect but powerful role in making us safer.
But human emotion was part of the story, too. Ludwig is the author of the recently published "Unforgiving Places: The Unexpected Origins of American Gun Violence." It argues that the vast majority of gun violence stems from personal conflicts spiraling out of control. "Most gun violence in America seems to stem from arguments that go back and forth," he told me. "Both parties have the chance to de-escalate, they don't, they take the conflict in a different way, and then someone winds up dead because they've got a gun."
Ludwig said there is some evidence that "gun carrying may have gone up" in the pandemic years, the very moment when young people, who are more likely to be involved in violence, were feeling especially stressed. He pointed to a 2020 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention study finding that 74.9 percent of respondents aged 18 to 24 reported "at least one adverse mental or behavioral health symptom."

Friends and family mourn for Lawrence Morgan in Parma, Ohio, on June 22, 2022. Morgan died after being shot seven times in the chest. (Dustin Franz/For The Washington Post) 


The combination was, literally, lethal. "You put those two things together and you've got a picture of more interpersonal conflicts among young people and a higher likelihood of guns being present when conflict does happen," Ludwig said.
Which points to this irreducible fact: a nation with highly permissive gun laws -- and nearly 400 million guns -- has murder rates between 3 and 29 times higher than those of the other wealthy Group of Seven nations. In 2021, the United States had 6.78 homicide victims per 100,000 inhabitants. Canada had 2.08; Britain 1.15; Germany 0.83; and Japan, 0.23. "We've got too many freaking guns," Charles Beck, who spent nearly nine years as police chief in Los Angeles, said in an interview. "A conflict between young men absent a firearm would result in a bloody nose, maybe. But it results in a death."
Meanwhile, millions of Americans lost their jobs. While some lucky Americans could stay at home during the pandemic and have their groceries and medicines delivered, families on the margins were not so lucky -- and "essential workers" had to work. They ventured out even as public health concerns interfered with regular policing. There were fewer police stops, Ludwig noted, while Rafael Mangual, a fellow at the conservative/libertarian Manhattan Institute, said that widespread mask-wearing made identification and thus prosecution of wrongdoers more difficult.
Jeffrey Fagan, a professor of law and epidemiology at Columbia University, argues that crime epidemics often flow from other epidemics: Sharp rises in the use of heroin in the late 1960s, cocaine in the 1970s and crack in the 1990s, he told me, all created circumstances that boosted rates of violence. The pandemic was the latest in a line of order-shattering events. The result: A majority of Americans -- particularly those in big cities -- became very afraid. A Gallup poll in October of 2022 found 56 percent of U.S. adults reporting an increase in crime where they lived, the highest in Gallup's trends on the question dating back to 1972.
Seen in this context, the pandemic's impact is hardly surprising. Donald Trump was not at all reluctant to highlight the crime issue once he left office. "Our country is now a cesspool of crime," Trump said in a 2022 speech previewing what was coming in his 2024 campaign. "We have blood, death and suffering on a scale once unthinkable because of the Democratic Party's effort to destroy and dismantle law enforcement all throughout America."
But Trump was polemicizing just as the pandemic crime wave was beginning its dramatic ebb. As society switched back on, so did the schools, local governments, and other civic and social institutions. Streets, parks and other public spaces filled with people again. Cities once again had many "eyes on the street," the famed urbanist Jane Jacobs's phrase for the informal but vital role residents play in enforcing social norms and looking out for each other.
Mayor Brandon Scott in Baltimore and Mayor Michelle Wu in Boston both cited large-scale federal assistance from a variety of sources as key to the success of anti-violence efforts in their cities. "Much of what we have moved forward," Wu said in an interview, "was because we had unprecedented investment from federal recovery dollars."
Wu, who is up for reelection this year, has made public safety central to her case, and she and her city have a lot to brag about. "We are the safest that Boston has been in anyone's lifetime," Wu told me. Homicides hit a record low last year, falling from 58 in 2020 to 24 in 2024 -- the city's lowest murder rate since 1957.

A couple sits on a bench on Castle Island in Boston on July 16. (Cj Gunther/EPA/Shutterstock)


Like other crime-fighting progressive mayors, Wu credits more effective policing but also expansions in programs that build a sense of community and opportunity for young people -- "investments into parks and programming and block parties, community centers, pools, really trying to make sure that Boston is a home for everyone."
Scott offers a comparable list of programs that have helped Baltimore experience the fewest homicides in 50 years. They included expansions of education, literacy, recreation and sports programs, all aimed at creating engaging alternatives to the street. His city has also been reforming its police department under the terms of a 2017 consent decree spurred in significant part by the 2015 death of 25-year-old Freddie Gray while he was in police custody.
Elected in 2020, the 41-year-old Scott has made reducing gun violence a personal passion, and, in an interview, he invoked his grandparents to describe a little-appreciated consensus in his community about policing. "My grandmother's generation was very clear," he told me. "They said that they want lawful, constitutional policing because there is a need for that when people are hurting people, robbing people, all of these things. But what they did not want is for what has happened for the entirety of my life to continue to happen, where myself, my brother, people who just look like us, we could just be pulled off and arrested just because of the way we look. That's a very distinct difference [from] saying I don't want policing at all." Scott, Wu and others also point to the role of "community violence intervention" (CVI) programs in reducing crime. Intervenors (or "interrupters") step in to mediate disputes and de-escalate violence before the shooting starts. Many of the intervenors are former offenders who served prison time.

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) and Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott (D) speak during a community walk on May 7, 2024, in Baltimore. (Wesley Lapointe/For The Washington Post)


Chico Tillmon is representative of the movement he leads in one sense: He got caught up in the gangs on Chicago's West Side and spent 16 years behind bars. But he is also exceptional, securing a PhD from the University of Illinois at Chicago. His dissertation focused on "desistance," the process by which people move from antisocial or criminal behavior to, as Tillmon put it, "a pro-social lifestyle."
Now head of the Community Violence Intervention Leadership Academy at the University of Chicago's Crime Lab, Tillmon says intervenors tend to be "people with lived experience, born and raised" in the communities they serve. "Sometimes they are individuals who have shown resilience" from their own experiences in the criminal justice system and thus "have easy access to individuals who are currently caught up in the cycle of violence." They might also be coaches or educators who know their neighborhoods well and are figures "that people look up to."
Studies of CVI are ongoing, and researchers told me that effectiveness can vary substantially across programs. But reports on New York City, Baltimore and Detroit all suggested significant positive effects. "Historically, CVI programs have mostly been implemented in liberal urban centers," wrote Logan Seacrest, a resident fellow at the center-right R Street Institute. But he added: "Recent experiments in red states have been encouraging, demonstrating CVI's adaptability to different political environments and compatibility with bipartisan values such as fiscal restraint and local control."
There has been natural tension between intervenors and the police, since many of the intervenors were once on the opposite side of the law -- precisely what helps connect them to those they are trying to help. But Beck, the former Los Angeles police chief, says police departments have increasingly come to see that the "unlikely partnership" between intervenors and law enforcement "adds tremendous credibility to the police."
"A lot of the reason that communities mistrust police, particularly communities of color that live in violent environments, is that they tend to see us as an outside force, as somebody that is just there to remove people from their community and is not really interested in the solution," Beck told me. "So when they see you working with these nontraditional partnerships ... we increase community trust. Then you're able to reduce violence."

A ribbon-cutting ceremony marks the launch of a D.C. Peace Academy community violence intervention initiative on May 31, 2022. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Criminal violence is often cast as an intractable problem. As it turns out, it's not. Being able to accept the latest good news is essential to hanging on to the gains and making further progress. In some ideal world, the country's politicians might decide to take the crime issue out of the arena of partisanship and demagoguery and look pragmatically at which policies work to foster safety and justice. As R Street's Seacrest notes, some ideas actually are shared across our usual lines of division.
There would still be debates, of course. Mangual, reflecting the view of many conservatives, insists that higher arrest and incarceration rates partly explain the decline in criminality. And it's true that the prison population began ticking up in 2022 for the first time in almost a decade. Yet Mangual is also willing to look at new approaches. On CVI programs, for example, he describes his view as "reserved optimism," and wants to see more data.
But we are a long way from a nonpartisan, nonideological debate on crime, and it won't happen until progressives are bold enough to make a case for their own successes. Mayors such as Scott and Wu are good examples of progressives who take the challenge of battling violence seriously while maintaining their dedication to civil liberties and racial justice. The Biden era "playbook" Wilcox describes simultaneously celebrates effective policing, stronger gun laws, the imperative of community engagement and the investments in the nation's least advantaged neighborhoods.
As it happens, President Donald Trump is offering Democrats of all stripes a chance to go on the offensive. His allergy to anything associated with his predecessor seems to compel him to walk away even from programs that worked.
For starters, the administration has halted $1 billion for mental health services for children that were strongly supported by Republican negotiators of the 2022 gun bill. It has slashed $500 million in public safety grants pledged to more than 550 organizations across the country, a blow to the CVI groups. Trump has also proposed a 29 percent cut to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives for the 2026 fiscal year.

Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Connecticut) on June 30 in D.C. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


"We were beginning to disseminate best practices at the end of the Biden administration," Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Connecticut) told me, "and now we've stopped."
The lead negotiator for his party on the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, Murphy said that because of those policies, "it is just harder for the wrong people to get their hands on a weapon today. There is more money in our communities to try to interrupt cycles of violence. There's more prosecution happening of gun traffickers."
The triumphs against street violence haven't gotten the attention they deserve, Murphy said, because "you don't throw parties for the absence of something bad." But when the absence in question is violence, recognition is in order.
Some mayors and police chiefs also worry that Trump's efforts to enlist local police in his massive immigration raids will endanger hard-won trust between the police and immigrant communities. Gil Kerlikowske, commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection under President Barack Obama and a former police chief in several cities, warned of a negative "spillover effect" from "ICE making these raids, wearing masks, taking people off the street."
Why? "Everyone is safer when everyone in our community can call 911 when they need help, can report crimes, can share information that they have, can help police solve crimes," said Wu. "The types of tactics [being] used undermine that."
The critique of Trump should be part of a larger effort. Progressives have a chance to argue that the best way to be tough on crime is to be smart about crime. They have the receipts.
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Letters to the Editor
I voted for President Trump. He should change course on immigration. 
Plus: affluent Democratic voters who want to pay more tax, lowering heart disease risk, and the state of reading proficiency in the United States.  

(Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-07-30
I supported President Donald Trump because he stood for law, order and secure borders. I still do. The immigration enforcement operations we are witnessing now are the fallout of four years of chaos under the Biden administration, which abused the concept of "humanitarian parole" in a manner that encouraged fraud and made a mockery of the legal categories it pretended to represent.
Yet the ones paying the price for that recklessness are not Democratic politicians, but people who obeyed the system in good faith even as others took advantage of it.
My mother, a woman of faith who voted for Trump three times and dreams of meeting him before she dies, used to receive help from a young Cuban woman who came to the United States through a parole document granted by Biden's administration. She worked hard and came here legally. Now, under new policies, her work permit has been revoked.
What was her crime? Trusting a government process that others misused?
I agree that we must remove criminals, gang members and those who break our laws, but what about the immigrants who fled tyranny in their home countries and played by the rules? What about the Cuban families who believed in America and in the Republican Party because we were told it stood for truth and freedom?
I ask Trump and this country to pause and examine who is truly responsible for the mess and who is being punished for it. We cannot throw away lives because of bureaucratic failures.
I believe America still has a heart for those who came here seeking freedom, not the opportunity to commit fraud.
Dinorah Cruz De Fons, Denton, Texas
The July 28 news article "Trump administration to destroy birth control meant for international aid" made for depressing reading. There is huge unmet demand for family planning services in poor countries. In fact, children born later in the birth order -- for example, a fifth child -- can be "unwanted" by their parents and can suffer physical growth delays because of poor diet. In addition, vaccination rates are lower among such children, exacerbating child mortality.
The Trump administration should be forward-looking and refocus its efforts on improving global peace and security.
Alok Bhargava, College Park
President Donald Trump has promised to lower drug prices by as much as 1,500 percent. That's quite a claim. Let's do the math: A 100 percent reduction would bring my $50 prescription down to $0. But a 1,500 percent reduction? That would mean the pharmacy owes me $700. I'm no economist, but I'm fairly sure that's not how marketplaces work. Americans are rightly frustrated by the high cost of prescription drugs. But throwing around absurd numbers doesn't make medicine more affordable. It just makes the president less credible and real reform less likely.
Ed Rader, Alexandria
As a physician, epidemiologist and public health expert, I was surprised that Eric Topol's July 28 online Health column, "I'm a cardiologist. Here are 10 science-based ways to prevent heart disease.," left out a safe and effective method of lowering heart disease risk: influenza vaccination. Multiple meta-analyses and large observational studies have shown that influenza vaccination reduces the risk of a heart attack in the general population by about 26 percent. The benefit is greatest soon after vaccination, but it persists for months and is believed to be because of a reduction in infection-triggered inflammation. The American College of Cardiology and the American Heart Association both recommend annual influenza vaccination for adults to reduce cardiovascular illness and death.
Jay K. Varma, Brooklyn
Leana S. Wen, in her July 25 op-ed, "The simple treatment that could transform cancer care," underemphasized the role of alcohol as a carcinogen.
Yes, "interventions for problem drinking" matter, but reducing the consumption of alcohol for even casual drinkers reduces cancer rates. In the waning days of the Biden administration, Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy called for warning labels related to alcohol sales, saying: "Many people ... assume that as long as they're drinking at the limits or below the limits of current guidelines of one a day for women and two for men, that there is no risk to their well-being. The data does not bear that out for cancer risk." The National Cancer Institute highlighted alcoholic beverage labeling as a strategy to raise awareness of alcohol as a risk factor for cancer and noted a survey revealing that 65 percent of Americans support warning labels.
Scientific studies clearly demonstrate that alcohol causes cancers, many of which result in death. If the federal government does not implement this lifesaving reform, then states should act.
Mark S. Sternman, Somerville, Massachusetts
The July 30 Wednesday Opinion essay  "There is no reading crisis in the U.S. Here's what's really happening.," by Paul Thomas, dared to tell the truth about the state of reading proficiency in the United States.
As a longtime reading teacher to seventh- and eighth-grade "rotten readers" (borrowing the accurate term used by reading expert Richard Allington), I know that real reading -- children savoring what they read and actually reading chapter books -- dies in the darkness of the constant pounding of so-called skills.
The parents of those children know it, too. I savor the thank-you notes sent by the parents of my students.
Those clamoring for reading skill bombardment are outside agitators who are not in classrooms with children.
Susan Ohanian, Charlotte, Vermont
I am a high school teacher in New Orleans, and I just read Paul Thomas's essay, "There is no reading crisis in the U.S. Here's what's really happening." This piece was well-intentioned, but based on my experience, I think the writer is the one misinterpreting the data. In my classrooms, the fact of the matter is that many students struggle to understand a basic sentence such as this one by Sylvia Plath: "I saw my life branching out before me like [a] green fig-tree." At least half of my 10th-graders last school year could not tell me what the fig tree stood for, and many struggled even to understand my questions.
If that is not a crisis of comprehension, I have no idea what is.
Mark Geanuleas, New Orleans
Regarding the July 26 front-page article "They're rich, anti-Trump and galled by their big tax cut":
Anyone, including affluent Democratic voters, who does not want a tax cut can pay as much tax as they would like by simply using the Pay.gov portal. Rich anti-Trumpers can easily rid themselves of all those pesky billions. As a plus, if they pay enough, they might even start worrying about the price of eggs like the rest of us.
What galls me is all the rich people who complain about their low tax rates but do not see fit to voluntarily pay more. To them I say: Put your money where your mouth is.
Tom Hafer, Arlington
It is not just the rich, as The Post implied in a July 26 front-page news article, who are bothered by getting a tax break at the expense of people losing health insurance and access to food. My wife and I are retired and living on a fixed income, mostly from Social Security. According to estimates, we, along with almost everyone else getting Social Security, will get a tax break. In our case, it will amount to $12,000 a year. Is an extra $12,000 on the backs of those losing access to food and health insurance worth it?
If you answered that question with a "no," then why not give some of it away to those who could use it?
If you don't need the full amount of the tax break, give away half, or a quarter, or 10 percent -- just give away what you don't need. Find a food bank or a local charity providing medical services, and let them use that money and serve those who are being hurt by President Donald Trump's policies.
Scott Meyer, Lake Bluff, Illinois
Whether you are a Republican concerned about bureaucratic largesse or a Democrat concerned about the downsizing of the federal government, everyone should agree that we need good role models in public service. We need people who are positive, passionate and relentless.
Perhaps this is why sitcoms about public service such as "Parks and Recreation" and "Abbott Elementary" are so popular. Both shows feature exceptionally high-spirited (though hilariously tone-deaf) protagonists who muddle through the bureaucratic ups and downs of local government and public schools.
Everyone knows government agencies are notoriously slow and mired in systemic problems, so magnetic protagonists such as Leslie Knope and Janine Teagues admirably persevere in their people-driven mission.
In a time of controversy over what the government should look like, we need good role models for public service.
Aaron Kohrs, Alexandria




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/07/30/president-trump-immigration-tax/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Opinions
I might lean left -- but Marjorie Taylor Greene is winning my respect
The congresswoman, who represents my district, has shown genuine political courage lately.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia) speaks to reporters after a subcommittee hearing on Capitol Hill on April 8. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post) 


By Zaid Jilani | 2025-07-30
Zaid Jilani is a journalist and author of the newsletter the American Saga.
I'm not a big fan of political labels. They invite people to put you in a box, and the only box I want to be in is one labeled "open-minded." I don't think anyone has a monopoly on the truth.
But anyone who takes a look at my resume -- I worked at a top Democratic Party-aligned think tank and a left-leaning political action committee, where I helped Elizabeth Warren and other Democrats win elections -- would acknowledge that over the years, I've spent a lot of time in the progressive movement.
And yet, for the past week, the politician I find myself most impressed by is my own congresswoman here in Georgia, Marjorie Taylor Greene.
Wait -- that Marjorie Taylor Greene? The one known for embracing so many bonkers conspiracy theories and making so many incendiary remarks that House Democrats took the rare step of booting her off all committees a few weeks after she took office in 2021?
Yes, that Marjorie Taylor Greene.
It would be easy for me to assume that Greene, like all MAGA Republicans, is incapable of finding common ground with a constituent like me. But I would be wrong.
Because in the past week, she became the only Republican in the House of Representatives to condemn her colleague, Rep. Randy Fine (R-Florida), for telling Israel it should "starve away" in Gaza, whose population includes more than 1 million children.
Reflecting on Fine's remarks, Greene wrote that she "can only imagine how Florida's 6th district feels now that their Representative, that they were told to vote for, openly calls for starving innocent people and children."
Then she went further, voicing a truth that is almost unsayable in the modern Republican Party.
"It's the most truthful and easiest thing to say that Oct 7th in Israel was horrific and all hostages must be returned," she wrote on X, a sentiment that 100 percent of her colleagues would agree with. Not so, the rest of that sentence: "but so is the genocide, humanitarian crisis, and starvation happening in Gaza."
It's shocking that Greene not only spoke out against the starvation of hundreds of thousands of innocent Palestinian civilians but also referred to Israel's aid restrictions and bombing campaign as genocide. That's a term two Israeli human rights groups recently used, pointing to widespread destruction of Palestinian society that far exceeds what is militarily necessary. But it's extremely uncommon among members of Congress, with only a handful -- all Democrats -- having described what is happening in Gaza as genocide. Using this language, especially to condemn a conservative colleague with an overlapping base of supporters, represents a real political risk.
This isn't the only recent example of Greene sticking up for her views when they conflict with her party, or even with President Donald Trump. She is also one of the few elected Republicans who has refused to stay quiet about Jeffrey Epstein after the president tried to shut down discussion on the topic, and she loudly opposed the U.S. strikes on Iran.
There's a lesson to be learned here. A common psychological phenomenon is "out-group homogeneity bias," where you think people in the out-group -- those who differ from you -- are all alike, whereas people in your in-group -- those you relate to -- are different and capable of diverse thought and perspectives. It's tempting to write someone such as Greene off as a blind loyalist, but her recent independent streak is a reminder that there's often more debate going on among your ideological opposites beneath the surface.
Yes, Greene and I will continue to be far apart on many issues. After Muslim American Zohran Mamdani won the Democratic mayoral primary in New York City, she tweeted an image of the Statue of Liberty in a burqa. I'm pretty sure Mamdani doesn't plan to impose sharia law, but maybe he'll get to it after appearing at the NYC Pride parade.
Part of being an open-minded person is considering that people on the other side are not just automatons whose sole purpose in life is to annoy you to death with their bad opinions. They're human beings, and they are as capable of self-reflection as you are. If even I can nod along with Greene, maybe there's more hope for bridging what divides us than we realize.
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The Post's View
Trump's respect for 'national sovereignty' is situational
The State Department is wrong to de-emphasize free and fair elections as a U.S. foreign policy goal.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio attends a meeting with President Donald Trump and Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.  in the Oval Office on July 22. (Yuri Gripas/EPA/Shutterstock) 


By Editorial Board | 2025-07-30
Democracy might be America's greatest export. The U.S. government, under presidents of both political parties, has advocated free and fair elections. Even when allies have fallen short, the State Department has almost reflexively expressed concern about improprieties or intimidation at the ballot box.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio has put an end to that standard procedure. He quietly issued a directive this month that the department and its diplomats "should avoid opining on the fairness or integrity of an electoral process, its legitimacy, or the democratic values of the country in question." Rubio wrote in an all-staff cable that any public comment about a foreign election "should be brief" and "focused on congratulating the winning candidate."
Rubio's aides say they are operationalizing a noninterference vision of foreign policy articulated by President Donald Trump during a May speech in the Middle East. At the Saudi-U.S. Investment Forum in Riyadh, Trump decried his predecessors for "giving you lectures on how to live and how to govern your own affairs." It was an implicit rebuke of past U.S. criticism of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman for ordering the murder of Post contributing columnist Jamal Khashoggi. "It is God's job to sit in judgment," Trump said. "My job [is] to defend America and to promote the fundamental interests of stability, prosperity and peace."
Tension between realism and idealism is fundamental to international relations. Of course, the United States has often been too willing to turn a blind eye to dictatorship to advance other interests. Saudi Arabia exemplifies that. On the campaign trail, Joe Biden vowed to make the country a "pariah" before making a fist-bumping pilgrimage as president to beg the crown prince to boost oil production.
Through it all, though, promoting democracy abroad has been seen as a fundamental U.S. interest, especially by Republican Presidents George W. Bush and Ronald Reagan. Calling out election fraud put useful pressure on corrupt regimes to shape up, emboldened democratic opposition movements and strengthened America's moral stature as the shining city upon a hill.
Rubio's July 17 directive allows for "rare" exceptions to criticize sketchy elections when there's a "clear and compelling" U.S. interest. Therein lies the rub: When it suits them, Trump and his administration are happy to lecture certain countries, even allies, on how to live and how to govern their own affairs.
Trump has raged against the leftist president of Brazil, the world's fourth-largest democracy, over the prosecution of former president Jair Bolsonaro, Trump's friend, in connection with a failed coup after losing the 2022 election. Rubio ripped Germany, the seventh-largest democracy, after its intelligence community designated the right-wing Alternative for Germany party an extremist organization: "That's not democracy -- it's tyranny in disguise," Rubio tweeted. Last weekend, the secretary questioned the legitimacy of Venezuela's president: "Maduro is NOT the President of Venezuela and his regime is NOT the legitimate government," Rubio wrote on X.
Citing Maduro's democratic illegitimacy might be a reflex akin to an amputee feeling the tingling of a ghost limb. The former senator from Florida has long spoken out against the thug in Caracas, and rightly so.
Before becoming America's chief diplomat in January, Rubio eloquently spoke in favor of free and fair elections in Venezuela and elsewhere. "Wherever freedom and human rights spread, partners for our nation are born," Rubio said in 2015. In that era, he spoke in support of the State Department's annual report holding human rights abusers to account, saying that "the world has been a better place" because of these efforts. Rubio also co-sponsored the Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act of 2019, landmark legislation that solidified his reputation as a principled critic of Chinese repression.
That record is why no Democratic senator voted against confirming Rubio. But he is a loyal soldier to Trump, and he is trying to appeal to the MAGA movement to advance his 2028 presidential ambitions. The issue with de-emphasizing universal values as a core national interest, however, is that Rubio risks looking insincere every time he chooses to emphasize them.
French moralist Francois de La Rochefoucauld observed that "hypocrisy is the tribute that vice pays to virtue." But the problem with Trump's stance -- and Rubio's articulation of it as policy -- is not that it leads to an uneven invocation of values in defense of foreign policy goals; it's that it makes any invocation of values inherently suspect. This specific type of hypocrisy oversees the destruction of virtue.
The truth is that it is clearly a compelling U.S. interest to promote free and fair elections, with rare exceptions when silence is the best course. Critics will never tire of highlighting past instances of U.S. policy being out of step with lofty ideals. Promoting democracy abroad ebbs and flows as a government priority, but the State Department need not lose sight of the values that have made the great experiment in self-governance so successful.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/07/30/rubio-trump-state-elections-democracy/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports
          
        

      

      Local

      The Washington Post offers breaking local news, weather and traffic information for the DC, Maryland and Virginia metro areas, plus information about school districts, crime, government, religion, the lottery,restaurant reviews and obituaries.


      
        CWG Live updates: Serious flooding possible in storms later today
        Matt Rogers

        After the storms move through, an awesome August weekend is expected.

      

      
        Attacker sets Virginia city councilman Lee Vogler on fire, police say
        Salvador Rizzo, Ellie Silverman

        Police in Danville, Virginia, near North Carolina, say the incident stemmed from a "personal matter" between the victim and an assailant who has been arrested

      

      
        D.C. Council grills Bowser and the Commanders president on RFK stadium deal
        Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright

        The hearing came days after D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) released an amended version of the agreement with the Commanders.

      

      
        CWG Live updates: Sultry tonight and flooding storms likely late Thursday, then much cooler
        Dan Stillman

        After six days of 90s, one more to go. Thursday's flood risk has grown.

      

      
        Out of jail, ex-Pr. George's council member becomes another's chief of staff
        Lateshia Beachum

        Mel Franklin, 54, will be chief of staff for at-large member Calvin S. Hawkins II in a county that sees itself as a place for returning former public officials.

      

      
        Md. swim teacher assaulted children he met at trampoline park, police say
        Jasmine Golden

        Prince George's County police said Tyler Wang'Ombe-Gichuru first met the victims' family while he was working at a trampoline park in Laurel.

      

      
        Five winners and losers in D.C.'s 2026 budget
        Jenny Gathright, Meagan Flynn

        It was a year of difficult tradeoffs for Mayor Muriel E. Bowser and the city's policymakers, who are grappling with a projected steep downturn in revenue over the next several years.

      

      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Serious flooding possible in storms later today
After the storms move through, an awesome August weekend is expected. 




By Dan Stillman, Jeffrey Halverson, Matt Rogers, Jason Samenow | 2025-07-31
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Extremely humid as showers and storms develop this afternoon; a flood watch starts at 2 p.m. Storms could dump very heavy rain, though rainfall may vary greatly due to the localized nature of downpours. The National Weather Service warns "significant" flash flooding is possible.
What's next? Something absolutely awesome: Much cooler and less humid Friday although lingering showers are possible, then plenty of weekend sun with low humidity and highs in the low to mid-80s.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Attacker sets Virginia city councilman Lee Vogler on fire, police say
Police in Danville, Virginia, near North Carolina, say the incident stemmed from a "personal matter" between the victim and an assailant who has been arrested

The offices of Showcase Magazine, a monthly publication based in Danville, Virginia, where city councilmember Lee Vogler was attacked and set on fire. (Allen G. Breed/AP)


By Salvador Rizzo, Ellie Silverman | 2025-07-31
A city council member in the southern Virginia community of Danville was doused with a flammable liquid and set on fire Wednesday by an attacker who was taken into police custody a short while later, authorities said.
The victim, J. Lee Vogler, 38, is one of nine council members in a city of about 42,000 people on Virginia's border with North Carolina, about 150 miles southwest of Richmond. He was attacked at the offices of a regional magazine where he worked. Vogler is the managing partner of Andrew Brooks Media Group, which owns several publications.

Danville City Councilmember J. Lee Vogler was attacked and set on fire on Wednesday while at his place of employment, Showcase Magazine. (Obtained by The Washington Post)


Vogler was airlifted to a medical facility for treatment, and the extent of his injuries was not immediately known, police said. The suspected attacker was identified by police as Shotsie Michael Buck Hayes, 29, of Danville. Police said he fled the scene after setting Vogler on fire.
After being arrested several blocks away, he was charged with attempted first-degree murder and aggravated malicious wounding, police said. It was not immediately clear if he is represented by a lawyer.
"Please keep our fellow councilman in your prayers," the city's vice-mayor, James Buckner, said in a brief interview Wednesday.
"Based on the investigation at the time of this release, the victim and the suspect are known to each other and the attack stems from a personal matter not related to the victim's position on Danville City Council or any other political affiliation," the police statement said.
Andrew Brooks, the publishing company's owner, said an associate publisher, Paul Seiple, called him Wednesday to say what happened.
"Somebody set Lee on fire," Brooks recalled Seiple telling him.
"What happened?" Brooks said he asked. He said Seiple told him that a man carrying a bucket of flammable liquid "forced his way into our office." Referring to Seiple, Brooks said: "The next thing he knew, Lee was running through the office [soaked] in flammable liquid with a guy chasing him. Lee was telling him to call 911. So after [Seiple] got off the phone with police, he got out front and the fire was already being put out."
Vogler was first elected to the council in 2012. He was 24 at the time, the youngest person to hold the position, according to his biography. He also serves as chairman of the Danville-Pittsylvania County Regional Industrial Facility Authority.
According to a video posted on his Facebook page this year, Vogler, a Republican, considered running for an open seat in Virginia's House of Delegates but opted instead to remain a city council member. A campaign website for reelection to his council seat says Vogler led an effort to establish a bike-share program in Danville and has voted to lower personal property taxes and recruit businesses to the area.
"It was terrifying for me, and I wasn't even there," Brooks said. He said Vogler is the father of a girl and a boy and coaches their sports teams. As a council member, he "is constantly going above and beyond," Brooks said.
"We're a town like everywhere else," he said. "We have our problems. But setting someone on fire over a personal issue is a pretty extreme reaction to hurt."
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D.C. Politics
D.C. Council grills Bowser and the Commanders president on RFK stadium deal
The hearing came days after D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) released an amended version of the agreement with the Commanders.

"I recognize that passions are high, questions are intense, and our great desire to get this right is at the forefront of our thinking," Mayor Muriel E. Bowser said. (Leah Millis/For The Washington Post)


By Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright | 2025-07-30
D.C. lawmakers grilled Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) and Washington Commanders President Mark Clouse in an hours-long hearing on Wednesday over the terms of the proposed $3.7 billion deal to bring the football team to a massive new stadium development at the RFK campus near the Anacostia River.
Ahead of the D.C. Council's initial vote on the development terms Friday, lawmakers asked about everything from parking garage arrangements and transit capacity to community benefits and labor requirements. Wednesday's hearing came after hundreds of residents testified before the council Tuesday -- and days after Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) released an amended version of the agreement with the Commanders after negotiating several new terms that he estimates would net roughly $779 million more in revenue or savings over 30 years than Bowser's initial proposal.
After weeks of pressuring the council to move urgently on the RFK proposal, lest the deal collapse, the mayor kicked off the hearing by thanking city lawmakers for their "helpful additions" to the terms.
"To borrow a phrase -- this is a BFD. Very big," Bowser said, using an acronym for "big [expletive] deal." "And I recognize that passions are high, questions are intense, and our great desire to get this right is at the forefront of our thinking. I also recognize that the time is now to act or miss our window of opportunity to capture $2.7 billion in private investment and get a shovel in the ground by the end of next year."
By the hearing's end, it was clear that a majority of the council members had made peace with the idea of supporting a publicly funded stadium development despite initial skepticism over the price tag. A council budget office study found that while a different type of mixed-use development may generate more revenue in the long run, a development anchored by a new pro football stadium would unleash economic benefits six years sooner -- a timeline that multiple lawmakers said they found persuasive.
Having a private entity already at the table and ready to get to work on the development immediately is "very enticing," said council member Christina Henderson (I-At Large), recalling D.C.'s various tortured development projects that dragged on for decades. "I'm not really interested in spending the next 20 years debating what we do with this property -- but I do have some questions," Henderson said.

Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) released an amended version of the agreement with the Commanders last week. (Jim Lo Scalzo/EPA/Shutterstock)


Mendelson, after the hearing, said he was confident the deal had the eight votes required to pass its first of two votes on Friday -- even as several lawmakers, including Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5) and Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4) said the deal needed to be further changed in order for them to support it. Council member Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large) also said he planned to push the mayor to back a housing preservation fund to prevent people from being priced out of the surrounding Kingman Park neighborhood, and would keep pushing Clouse to relocate the team's headquarters to D.C. from Maryland.
Mendelson's amended agreement with the Commanders changed some of Bowser's terms in pursuit of what he said would be a more favorable deal for the District -- including through changes to taxes and revenue collection that he said would net the District $674 million more over 30 years, plus an extra $55 million in savings from restructuring the way the debt is financed. The amended agreement also adds a $50 million community benefits agreement, which Clouse said on Wednesday will include a youth sports academy in Ward 7 and a commitment to bringing a grocery store to the area that has had historic food access problems.
Bowser also said that, if the deal is approved, a new fire station will be coming to the area to account for the thousands of new residents and the many new venues and businesses the redeveloped site would draw.
Under the amended agreement, D.C. would tax parking in the garages just like at other city parking garages. Sales tax on merchandise and food and drinks would go into the city's general fund, rather than a special fund that, under Bowser's initial deal, would be used to reinvest the money back into the stadium or related expenses. D.C. would also capture revenue from the parking garages on non-stadium event days, as opposed to none under Bowser's agreement.
Parking has been one of the hottest issues in the stadium debate, with tailgaters wanting enough spaces for the game day tradition and Kingman Park stadium site neighbors dreading the possibility of looking out to see an ugly wall of congested parking garages in their neighborhood.
Bowser and Clouse acknowledged those neighbors' concerns Wednesday, and agreed to consider spreading out the parking garages across the 180-acre development so they are not concentrated in one neighborhood.
But Allen, chairman of the transportation committee and whose Capitol Hill-anchored ward could bear much of the brunt of stadium traffic, said he was still not satisfied with the parking and transportation arrangements. D.C. is paying for two parking garages, costing over $350 million, with the potential of a third built by the Commanders to host about 8,000 vehicles.
"8,000 parking spaces has been a nonstarter for me," Allen said, arguing that, "the more parking spaces we build, the more vehicles we're inducing to come in and drive."
The Commanders are agreeing to hold off on building the third parking garage to see how the stadium handles parking and traffic with just the two to start. Allen said there needs to be a firmer plan to expand public transportation access, adding that it was not even a question whether Stadium-Armory station would need to be expanded to accommodate the extra demand. He suggested that the council would need to fund those improvements as well. Bowser said it was too soon to pre-commit to funding improvements at a station run by the Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority and at a development that will also serve Maryland and Virginia residents.
"I would be careful, I would just really argue for the benefit of taxpayers, that we don't let WMATA or the compact partners off the hook in terms of investing in stations," Bowser said.
Under the original agreement, the team -- which is acting as master developer -- won't have to pay rent to the District at the stadium or other developments for the first 28 years, a perk that some lawmakers questioned. Mendelson's amended agreement, however, requires the Commanders to pay rent sooner as a penalty if they blow past deadlines to deliver different phases of the developments, such the about 6,000 new housing units the team is expected to deliver, with 1,800 of them affordable units.
Clouse said that, in return for the deferred rent, the team will move urgently to complete the developments -- or else face the penalty -- and will have separate development teams working on the housing and commercial parcels on a parallel timeline with the stadium's development. The entire development would be set to be completed by 2040.
"What we've been given in this deal as an incentive to move fast, which is consistent with every other development deal, is deferred rent," Clouse said.
Bowser told reporters she was "impressed" by the team's timeline to deliver on affordable housing, which has faced strains in D.C. in recent years. "I do think it's aggressive, but I think if it can be done, they can do it, because they will be coming in with so much investment and construction. They'll have the ability to master plan."
Ahead of the hearing, the team added new pledges to address concerns from some council members about environmental impacts. Those include: guaranteeing LEED green building standards for the stadium and mixed-use development and vowing to explore alternative energy on the site. Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) pressed Clouse during the hearing for even firmer commitments on those points. In response to questions from Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4), Clouse said the team is also committed to reducing single-use plastics and waste at stadium events.
Perhaps the day's biggest sticking point was over labor protections for the site At least two lawmakers -- Lewis George and Parker -- said they would not vote for the deal unless the team committed to entering into agreements with local unions for a broader portion of the development work. As of Wednesday, the team had promised to enter into project labor agreements covering the stadium and parking construction, along with one hotel adjacent to the stadium.
Lewis George said she sees a broader scope of labor agreements as the best route to guaranteeing higher pay and stricter safety standards. "It's the wages and the benefits, but it's also the safety and protections that come with labor agreements," she said. Parker said he would not vote for the deal unless labor agreements extended to more hotels.
Clouse characterized the team's conversations with unions as constructive, but said the stadium and one hotel was about as far as the team is willing to go, particularly given that the overall plan for the remainder of the development was still in flux.

Bowser told reporters she was "impressed" by the team's timeline to deliver on affordable housing. (Leah Millis/For The Washington Post)


Bowser said the labor agreement covering the stadium would represent about $2 billion worth of construction -- about half the overall work on the RFK site. She expressed concern about further project labor agreements, arguing that, in the past, unions tended to source too many of their workers from outside the city.
"Do you know how many times I go to jobsites and somebody from Ward 8 will say, 'Why isn't it somebody from Ward 8 on this jobsite? I don't see anybody from my neighborhood working here. Why do I see Pennsylvania and West Virginia tags at this jobsite?'" Bowser said during a news conference held after the hearing. "If I had a dollar for every time somebody said that to me, I would be very wealthy."
Greg Akerman, president of the Baltimore- D.C. Metro Building Trades Council, disputed that characterization.
"Our unions enthusiastically commit to both doing a [project labor agreement] and requiring that over 50 percent of the workers on these [project labor agreement] projects are D.C. residents," said Akerman. "We want to use these opportunities to get D.C. residents into our apprenticeship program so they can get careers and not just one-off jobs."
The disagreement produced one of the tensest exchanges between the mayor and the council, as Parker called the mayor's skepticism about the unions' local hiring track record a "talking point" -- and Bowser took issue with that phrasing.
"Don't disrespect me like that, Mr. Parker," Bowser said. "I don't do talking points. I do facts."
After the hearing on Wednesday, Bowser approached Parker at the dais. Her message was simple, as she smiled and shook his hand. "Let's get it done," she said.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Sultry tonight and flooding storms likely late Thursday, then much cooler
After six days of 90s, one more to go. Thursday's flood risk has grown. 

(Brynn McDonnell/Flickr)


By Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Jeffrey Halverson, Ian Livingston, Martin Weil | 2025-07-30
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around the clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Steamy 80s this evening with heat indexes still in the 90s, and just an isolated shower or storm possible west of D.C. Overnight lows only dip to 75 to 80.
What's next? Not quite as hot Thursday with a flood watch. Flooding downpours are most likely from around 2 to 10 p.m., but a few showers and storms are possible earlier. Much cooler Friday with some lingering showers, then a delightful weekend.
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Maryland Politics
Out of jail, ex-Pr. George's council member becomes another's chief of staff
Mel Franklin, 54, will be chief of staff for at-large member Calvin S. Hawkins II in a county that sees itself as a place for returning former public officials.

Former Prince George's County council member Mel Franklin is seen in 2023 at a weekly session at the Wayne K. Curry Administration Building in  Largo, Maryland. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post) 


By Lateshia Beachum | 2025-07-30
Former Prince George's County council member Mel Franklin has landed a county job just weeks after his release from incarceration for stealing more than $100,000 from his campaign fund and then lying about it.
Franklin, 54, will be chief of staff for at-large council member Calvin S. Hawkins II, who has his own redemption arc of serving in the county. Before becoming a public servant, Hawkins, now in his 60s, served nearly six years in prison after being convicted of armed robbery at 21.
The pair have been friends for 25 years, making Hawkins keenly aware of Franklin's inner world, Hawkins said in a statement to The Washington Post.
"I know his heart and his character," Hawkins said. "Mel is deeply remorseful and knows he made a terrible mistake."
Franklin did not return a request for comment. But on social media, he has posted about how grateful he was to be released from behind bars in time to watch his son graduate high school and serve in his new role.
"I look forward to this new opportunity to serve," he posted on Facebook.
Franklin resigned from his county council seat last year after being charged in connection with his misuse of campaign funds. He pleaded guilty to two felony theft scheme charges and misdemeanor charges of embezzlement and perjury and was sentenced to a year in jail.
Franklin, an attorney, had previously found himself at odds with the law. In 2017, while serving on the county council, he pleaded guilty to driving under the influence in a crash that wrecked a government vehicle and injured two people. He was sentenced to probation and ordered to pay a fine.
Prince George's has positioned itself as a place for returning citizens, including former public officials.
Former county executive Jack B. Johnson served more than seven years in prison after pleading guilty to federal charges of extortion along with witness and evidence tampering in May 2011. His wife and former county council member, Leslie Johnson, pleaded guilty to corruption charges that same year to a felony charge of conspiracy to commit witness and evidence tampering in connection to her husband's case. 
She was later hired by then-Prince George's State's Attorney Aisha N. Braveboy to help the office with returning citizens. At the time, Braveboy defended the hire as a way to lead by example to show the county's commitment to welcoming returning citizens.
Both Johnsons were in attendance at Braveboy's Juneteenth inauguration for county executive.
The county's history of offering fresh starts now extends to Franklin, according to state Del. Ashanti Martinez (D-Prince George's).
"If we are truly going to be a county that believes in reentry and second chances, we've got to mean just that," Martinez said. "This particular situation is so sensitive because of the layers. We will see."
Still, Martinez said he understands why some may have questions about the swiftness in which Franklin became employed.
"I also don't have a barometer of what time would be appropriate," Martinez said. "That's what makes many of these reentry cases that we tackle in this county interesting, because with every crime, there is a victim. In this particular case, it was public trust."
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Md. swim teacher assaulted children he met at trampoline park, police say
Prince George's County police said Tyler Wang'Ombe-Gichuru first met the victims' family while he was working at a trampoline park in Laurel.
By Jasmine Golden | 2025-07-30
A Maryland man hired to teach two children to swim was arrested and charged with rape after police say he assaulted the children during a private lesson this month.
Tyler Wang'Ombe-Gichuru, 25, of Silver Spring, faces two counts of second-degree rape and other counts in the assault of a 7-year-old boy and a 5-year-old girl on July 22 at a community center in Upper Marlboro. Prince George's County police said Wang'Ombe-Gichuru first met the victims' family while he was working at a trampoline park in Laurel.
According to charging documents, on the afternoon of July 22, Wang'Ombe-Gichuru and the children and their father met at the BeechTree Community Center. Prince George's County police Lieutenant Michael Snyder, commander of the child and vulnerable adult abuse unit, said it was the family's first and only lesson with Wang'Ombe-Gichuru. He was not an employee of the community center.
During the swim lesson, Wang'Ombe-Gichuru allegedly touched the victims' bodies under their clothing while they were underwater, according to the charging documents. He then allegedly assaulted the boy again in a bathroom.
"Don't tell anyone, this is a secret, don't tell grandma or your dad or mom," he told the boy, according to the charging documents.
But on the car ride home, the children told their father what had happened during the swim lesson.
At the time, Wang'Ombe-Gichuru was following the family home after volunteering to babysit the children while their father went to a medical appointment, according to the charging documents.
Wang'Ombe-Gichuru sped away once the children's father confronted him. He was arrested the next day with the help of Montgomery County Police, Snyder said.
Snyder said detectives are actively investigating whether there are any other victims because of Wang'Ombe-Gichuru's regular access to children. Wang'Ombe-Gichuru uses several variations of his name. He was also employed as a lifeguard for a company in Montgomery County, Snyder said.
He was not working for that company, High Sierra Pools, at the time of the alleged assaults, and the company has no connection to the pool in Prince George's, according to the company's lawyer.
Snyder said Wang'Ombe-Gichuru offered his services as a swim instructor, independent from the company he worked for, when he met the family at the trampoline park. He was then hired to teach the children private swim lessons.
"We're trying to make sure the public is aware at this point and empower them to step forward," Snyder said. "It's a safe environment for you to come and report to us."
Each count of second-degree rape of a child under 13 carries up to life in prison. Wang'Ombe-Gichuru faces additional charges from the state's attorney's office, Snyder said. He is being held without bond at the county jail, police said. It was not immediately clear whether Wang'Ombe-Gichuru has an attorney.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Five winners and losers in D.C.'s 2026 budget
It was a year of difficult tradeoffs for Mayor Muriel E. Bowser and the city's policymakers, who are grappling with a projected steep downturn in revenue over the next several years.

D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D), center, and other council members settle in for a budget hearing at the Wilson Building on July 14. (Leah Millis/For The Washington Post)


By Jenny Gathright, Meagan Flynn | 2025-07-30
The D.C. Council passed the final version of its $22 billion fiscal year 2026 budget on Monday after a fraught budget season that featured a Congress-induced cut and a $3.7 billion potential development deal with the Washington Commanders.
The final, 10-2 vote came after a chorus of protesters temporarily halted council proceedings, decrying the slated cuts to health care programs and other services for the city's poorest residents.
It was a year of difficult trade-offs for policymakers, who are grappling with a projected steep downturn in revenue over the next several years, largely because of the Trump administration's mass layoffs of federal workers and downsizing or relocation of agencies. To Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), the answer was investing in businesses and the revitalization of downtown in the hope of diversifying the city's economy and preventing fiscal doom. The council largely agreed, funding most of Bowser's business-friendly proposals -- and then paring back, though not eliminating, the mayor's steep proposed cuts to health care, housing and environmental programs.
So, who came out a budget winner this time? And who lost? Read below -- and add your picks in the comments.

Fans seeking autographs call out to Washington Commanders players during the team's training camp in Ashburn, Virginia, on Sunday. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


The Washington Commanders emerged as an honorary budget winner with half a billion in taxpayer funding to support the proposed redevelopment of the RFK Stadium site -- over $1 billion in public funds when money for parking garages and utilities is included.
But while the football stadium proposal dominated headlines, there are significant wins in the budget for other types of sports enthusiasts and athletes. Tens of millions of dollars were set aside for a new sports complex at the RFK site that would be run by the city's Department of Parks and Recreation and could include an indoor track and gymnastics facility, a win for families who currently trek to the suburbs to partake in those sports.
Capital One Arena, home to the Washington Capitals and Washington Wizards, will get more than $340 million over the next two years for its renovation. Nationals Park is slated to get hundreds of millions of dollars for renovations starting in 2027. Those funds are part of the city's capital budget, which covers long-term investments in facilities and infrastructure.
The budget legislation also authorizes the transfer of the Rock Creek Tennis Center to city control, and includes $9 million to fund repairs there -- a win for tennis fans, since lawmakers say the money will help the city keep the DC Open professional tennis tournament.
And the city is even going to start putting $500,000 a year toward a plan to make D.C. "the nation's premier destination for sports events, teams, and activities."

Stickers for voters at Eastern Market in D.C. on Nov. 5. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


D.C. voters overwhelmingly passed a ballot initiative last year that would open up primary elections to independent voters and institute ranked-choice voting, allowing voters to rank candidates in order of preference. Under this method, a candidate can't win without a majority of the vote -- one reason proponents say it enhances democracy.
But the Democratic establishment argued that the method was confusing and unnecessary, making it unclear whether the council would fund its implementation. But council members Christina Henderson (I-At Large) and Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1) successfully championed an effort to include $421,000 for ranked-choice voting in the 2026 budget, followed by an additional $39,000 each of the following three years, mostly for notifying and educating voters about the change.
The council did not, however, fund the portion of the ballot initiative that opens up primaries to independents; Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2) introduced an amendment to fund it, but it failed.

Shoppers and diners visit City Center on April 14. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


Similar to last year, the city's downtown -- still dealing with a major commercial vacancy problem that began during the pandemic -- is receiving some TLC. Lawmakers kept Bowser's requested funding for converting offices to residential units, and for a project to transform the blocks around the National Portrait Gallery into a "European-style plaza."

The Howard Theatre in the Shaw neighborhood will receive funding for renovations. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


A few theaters in need of renovations are getting cash infusions through the legislation that accompanies the budget. The Howard Theatre will receive $500,000 for renovations and other expenses. The Lincoln Theatre will get $285,000 for repairs and renovations, and $4 million will go to the foundation that supports the National Theatre so it can buy the facility and make improvements. Woolly Mammoth Theatre will receive $500,000 for operational expenses. And GALA Hispanic Theatre will get $450,000, plus potential additional funding to match donations for renovations and operating expenses.

D.C. Chief Financial Officer Glen Lee, second from right, and other city officials testify before the House Oversight Committee in 2023. (Michael A. McCoy/For The Washington Post)


For the second budget year in a row, D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) got into a spat with Chief Financial Officer Glen Lee over how much money the city could spend. This time, Lee came out on top.
Lee's office identified about $244 million in excess revenue in June. Mendelson allocated about $30 million of those funds in the 2026 budget to enhance programs that were facing cuts, but Lee contended that the council could not touch the money.
In a memo, Mendelson said Lee would use the money to address the enduring problem of overspending by D.C. agencies and replenish the reserves. Yet, Mendelson said, Lee did not have the authority to tell the council it couldn't use even a portion of that money for programs in need. The CFO stood firm. In the end, Mendelson acquiesced, even though he called it "an erosion of our legislative authority, which cannot stand" and said he withdrew the funds "under duress."
So, instead of putting additional funding toward programs they saw as necessary for the city's poor and working class, D.C. lawmakers made a wish list of priorities they hoped to fund if Lee identifies additional revenue in his September revenue estimates. Among the programs on the contingency list are a tax credit for low- and middle-income families, $3.5 million for the Department of Forensic Sciences to conduct DNA testing, $10 million for affordable housing and $2.9 million in emergency rental assistance.

People protest Medicaid cuts on May 22 in D.C. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


Approximately 27,000 adults enrolled in the Healthcare Alliance Program, the city's main vehicle for insuring undocumented immigrants who cannot afford other private health care, stand to lose coverage by 2027. Effective this October, people 26 or older will no longer be eligible for the program, a change that will affect about 4,300 people, according to the immigrant advocacy group Ayuda.
More than 25,000 D.C. residents are also being kicked off Medicaid and transitioned to a new basic health plan covered by D.C. While these people will still receive insurance, the new plan lacks certain benefits such as vision care and various behavioral health services -- and it comes at a time when many residents face health care cuts as a result of Congress's recently passed tax and spending bill.

A Solar Solutions crew installs solar panels on a home in Southeast Washington in 2022. (Robb Hill/For The Washington Post)


The D.C. Department of Energy and Environment will see its budget slashed by 20 percent after it grew significantly last year.
Bowser had proposed redirecting more than $70 million intended to fund solar energy projects and to help low-income residents transition from gas to electric appliances -- instead using the money for D.C. government utility bills. Bowser also intended to defund Anacostia River cleanup efforts and stop stricter energy efficiency requirements for buildings set to go into effect over the next several years.
The council added back about $12 million to sustainable energy programs and the river cleanup funding. It also restored the rules for building energy efficiency. The council staved off some of what council environment committee chairman Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) called "a retreat and broken promise on almost every climate and environmental law and rule we've got" -- but the agency is still seeing among the steepest cuts in the budget.
The debate over whether to repeal the voter-approved ballot initiative to eliminate the tipped minimum wage was one of the fiercest, and the outcome was just as divisive. As Henderson acknowledged: "No one is happy 100 percent here."
Bowser and the Restaurant Association Metropolitan Washington wanted a full repeal of Initiative 82, which passed in 2022 and called for gradual increases to the wages of restaurant employees and other tipped workers until they equaled the minimum wage. The mayor and the association argued that restaurants were buckling under the increasing labor costs. But the union representing restaurant workers said a repeal or substantial changes to Initiative 82 would squash the will of the voters and undermine workers who were counting on the pay increases.
On Monday, Allen and Henderson framed a proposal they introduced as a compromise: It pauses wage hikes until next July -- but, by 2034, will gradually bring the tipped minimum wage up to 75 percent of the current minimum wage for all tipped workers. The amendment passed 7-5.
Some restaurant workers were so enraged that they were shouting in the chamber at lawmakers before being escorted out by police. The restaurant association also sounded a note of disappointment that the council did not go for the full repeal. No one, it seems, was a clear winner here -- but the initiative itself is no more.

A streetcar rolls along H Street NE in 2016. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


The D.C. Streetcar project's dysfunction spans four mayoral administrations and cost the city hundreds of millions of dollars before it even produced a working streetcar. Now, Bowser and the council have decided to scrap the streetcar entirely in favor of a "next generation streetcar" -- which will probably be an electric bus.
In the years since the streetcar opened in 2016 on a 2.2-mile stretch of H Street NE, the appetite among lawmakers to further fund the transit project has soured. It had already guzzled so much city money with so little to show for it, and the project was frequently cast aside in favor of other priorities. This year's budget decision was the nail in the coffin. The streetcars will be taken off the street in 2027.
Council member Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5) cheered the council's inclusion of his proposal to create a local child tax credit in the 2025 budget -- a boost for families with children that earned it a spot in the winners' column last year. But before it could benefit anyone, it took a clear L in this year's budget.
Bowser yanked it from her 2026 budget proposal as she searched for cuts, rattling Parker, who up to the last hour searched for ways to put it back in. On Monday, he proposed restoring a narrower child tax credit -- up to $1,000 per child for low-income families. He sought to fund it through a pair of tax proposals he said would raise $15 million -- a surcharge on capital gains that would affect wealthier residents, and closing what he said was a "loophole" involving income passed through businesses.
But some lawmakers said it was not the time for a tax increase, and the amendment failed in a 5-7 vote. Parker argued that the removal of the child tax credit already amounted to a tax increase. "By removing the District child tax credit from the budget, the mayor in effect raised taxes on working-class families," he said.
Some lawmakers worry that a subsidy that helps lower-income parents work and go to school by helping them with child care expenses is also underfunded, already failing to meet the need with its existing funding. Some of the funds for that program are contingent on the revenue estimates Lee will deliver in September.
Tim Carman contributed to this report.
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MLB
MLB trade deadline live updates: Padres get Mason Miller; Nationals send Kyle Finnegan to Tigers
The MLB trade deadline is set for 6 p.m. Eastern, but the deals are already rolling in. Follow along all day for the latest news and analysis.

(Terrance Williams/AP)


By Chelsea Janes, Andrew Golden, Spencer Nusbaum, Barry Svrluga | 2025-07-31
The MLB trade deadline looms later today, and deals are rolling in as teams look to reshape their rosters by 6 p.m. Eastern. The Toronto Blue Jays made the first big move of Thursday morning when they acquired former Cy Young winner Shane Bieber from the Cleveland Guardians, and the San Diego Padres added elite reliever Mason Miller from the Athletics. The Seattle Mariners landed the biggest bat on the market late Wednesday night when they agreed to acquire slugger Eugenio Suarez from the Arizona Diamondbacks in a trade that is now official. Meanwhile, closer to home, the Washington Nationals traded reliever Kyle Finnegan to the Detroit Tigers on Thursday after dealing starter Michael Soroka to the Chicago Cubs and relievers Andrew Chafin and Luis Garcia to the Los Angeles Angels on Wednesday. Who else will be on the move? Follow along for all of the latest news and analysis.
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Nationals
MacKenzie Gore, a hot topic as trade deadline nears, struggles again
The Nationals lose at Houston, 9-1, as the left-hander gives up six runs and fails to get out of the sixth inning.

MacKenzie Gore labored through 51/3 innings in a 9-1 loss at Houston. (Alex Slitz/Getty Images)


By Andrew Golden | 2025-07-31
HOUSTON -- If Wednesday's start was MacKenzie Gore's last in a Washington Nationals uniform, it wasn't exactly one to go out on. Already trailing by three runs and laboring in the sixth inning, the left-hander thought he had struck out Houston's Cooper Hummel looking. He didn't get the call. So when the Astros left fielder blasted a two-run homer on the next pitch, Gore shook his head, stepped toward home plate umpire Ryan Additon and put his hands out in frustration.
It was the last batter Gore, the subject of much speculation ahead of Thursday's MLB trade deadline, would face in a 9-1 loss. His final line: 51/3 innings, six runs, eight hits and two home runs allowed. Since the all-star break, he has a 10.66 ERA.
His struggles over the second half of this month probably wouldn't dissuade a team from sending the Nationals a huge haul to acquire him. But his case is complicated, and moving him would signal the Nationals' rebuild isn't likely to end any time soon.
Gore acknowledged Wednesday that he is aware of the speculation.
"I'd be lying if I told you I didn't see it," he said. "It's a little strange. But ... I've been trying to figure out how to get people out and get ready for each start. But I'd be lying if I told you I didn't see it."
The 26-year-old, who remains under team control through 2027, said this start represented improvement.
"I threw the ball much better, but homers, you don't get those back," Gore said. "Those two homers are kind of the pitches that I'm sure I'll think about for a bit. But I thought we threw the ball better than we did last time."
Interim manager Miguel Cairo took the ball from Gore after Hummel's home run. Gore continued his conversation with Additon on the way to the dugout. So did Cairo, who was thrown out of the game and got in the home plate umpire's face following his ejection. Bench coach Henry Blanco managed the rest of the game.
"I got to support my pitcher. I got my players' back," Cairo said. "The pitch was close, and I just let him know that it was close. Just be consistent both ways. That's what I was telling him: Be consistent. He was squeezing a little bit."
Things only got worse for the Nationals after Gore's exit. Cole Henry entered and retired one hitter before a walk and a single led to a three-run homer for Yainer Diaz that accounted for the final margin. Washington managed just five hits, with Josh Bell -- another trade possibility -- collecting two of them.
The Nationals (44-64) return home following a 3-3 road trip that ended in eventful fashion.
Before Wednesday's game, the Nationals traded relievers Andrew Chafin and Luis Garcia to the Los Angeles Angels for two minor leaguers: left-hander Jake Eder and first baseman Sam Brown. Washington recalled Zach Brzykcy but had just seven relievers in the bullpen Wednesday.
On Wednesday night, the Nationals traded starter Michael Soroka to the Chicago Cubs for two minor leaguers: shortstop Ronny Cruz and outfielder Christian Franklin.
Washington sent infielder Amed Rosario to the New York Yankees on Saturday for two players. And with the deadline nearing, expect more players to be dealt, with  closer Kyle Finnegan the most likely. Other candidates include Bell, Nathaniel Lowe and Paul DeJong, all of whom are on one-year deals.
"I'm sure a lot of us are going to be checking for different things throughout the day and watching from afar," said Bell, who added his three kids will keep him distracted. "I'm going to do my best to leave my phone in a drawer somewhere for the first half of the day [Thursday]."
The first batter Gore faced set a tone for his outing: Jose Altuve singled on Gore's first pitch. In fact, three of Houston's first five batters swung at the first pitch. Cam Smith hit a sacrifice fly, also on a first pitch, to give Houston (62-47) a 1-0 lead. Daylen Lile responded with one of his own in the second inning to knot the score at 1.
The Astros continued a trend of teams swinging early in counts against Gore, who is much harder to hit when he's ahead. Gore said after his previous start that he felt that if he sequenced his pitches better, he would have more success. But of the 25 pitches Gore threw to start hitters Wednesday, 16 were four-seam fastballs. Gore threw just four cutters out of 97 pitches and primarily relied on his curveball.
In the second inning, with runners on the corners and two outs, Gore faced Altuve again. He threw a first-pitch changeup but left it high, and Altuve hit it into the Crawford Boxes in left field to put the Astros ahead 4-1.
Now the focus turns to the deadline Thursday. Gore understands this time of year well. He was traded to the Nationals at the 2022 deadline and has watched teammates leave during the past two deadlines. After Wednesday's start, he said all the things you would expect -- trades are part of the business, and he's attempting to block out the noise.
But he admitted that being the player so many contending teams covet is a new feeling.
"Much different, I would say," he said. "I really don't know how to explain it. It just kind of is what it is right now. I need to worry about getting people out. ... Just got to get back to throwing the ball well and do what we can do and control what we can. This is something that is completely out of my control. I'll get ready for the next one and see what happens."
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College Sports
The lawyer fighting for college athlete employment, one email at a time 
Paul McDonald continues to believe in the lawsuit he filed in 2019 and has devoted his life to keeping in front of reporters and Capitol Hill.

McDonald at his home in Richmond, Texas. (Mark Felix/For The Washington Post)


By Jesse Dougherty | 2025-07-31

Paul McDonald filed Johnson v. NCAA in 2019. (Mark Felix/For The Washington Post)


Paul McDonald has a story to tell you.
The setting is a Division I basketball game. On the court, a junior point guard is racking up points and assists, making the crowd jump up and down. On the concourse, a freshman econ major is selling popcorn. They attend the same college. They might even see each other in class. But while the student selling popcorn is considered an employee through the school's work-study program, the athlete is not. Beginning, middle, end.
For almost six years, McDonald has described this -- in bars, at conferences, in a nonstop stream of emails to politicians and journalists, many of whom have stopped answering or never did in the first place. The story is the heart of the 54-year-old lawyer's latest case. Johnson v. NCAA, an athlete employment lawsuit, has become his life's work.
Pick someone on Capitol Hill who has worked on college sports legislation, and they probably have received an email, if not many, from McDonald. He has the receipts. He will send them whenever you would like.
"I can tell you this, and I have rambled a little," McDonald, co-counsel for the plaintiffs' side in Johnson, said, "but the thing that kills me about this is ..."
Wait.
Once McDonald gets going, it's like a boulder rolling downhill, so a bit of context first:
The Republicans' success in the 2024 election made multiple groups halt their efforts to have athletes recognized as employees under the National Labor Relations Act, which would entail unionization and the politically controlled National Labor Relations Board. But McDonald's lawsuit doesn't deal with unionization or the NLRB at all. Rather, he argues that all Division I athletes are student employees under the Fair Labor Standards Act, which would make them eligible for minimum wage. McDonald believes it's pretty simple: The athlete and the student selling popcorn should be subject to the same student employment rules.
Simple, though, doesn't exist in college sports. The case was filed in 2019 and keeps crawling through the courts. And while it's the only employment push standing, not everyone agrees it's the best route to improving athlete labor rights.
"Paul and I are very much on the same page in that we believe that some college athletes constitute employees and consequently should have all employee rights, including the right to unite," said Marc Edelman, a Baruch College law professor who specializes in employment and sports. "However, Paul and I break in the way that we look at the issue.
"He seems to think that a broader range of college athletes constitute employees than I do and believe that even those college athletes playing sports that are not generating direct revenue for their school would meet that test. ... But I believe that in trying to raise all ships, there's a chance all may fall."

Trey Johnson on the field of a 2017 game between Villanova and Temple. (Mitchell Leff/Getty Images)


For years, the NCAA has argued that athletes don't want to be employees, something McDonald disagrees with and feels is irrelevant to the legal question of whether those athletes should have the same labor rights as fellow students in work-study programs. Last July, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit denied the NCAA's motion to dismiss Johnson, finding that athletes could be classified as employees under the FLSA. It was a victory for McDonald but far from a final result. The NCAA has filed another round of motions to dismiss.
Beyond the NCAA and college sports establishment, McDonald has opponents throughout the federal government. In the House of Representatives, Republicans keep advancing a bill that would explicitly prohibit athletes from being considered employees. President Donald Trump recently issued an executive order that instructed the Labor Department and the NLRB to clarify the employment status of athletes, essentially asking those agencies to issue guidance that says athletes aren't employees. If a federal bill bars athlete employment, McDonald believes that wouldn't hold up against an equal protection lawsuit.
McDonald also argues that athletes are even more deserving of student employee status than their nonathlete classmates, seeing how athletes are subject to control by coaches and administrators. Naturally, many of those coaches and administrators disagree.
On the other side of the discourse, not every labor advocate is fully on board with McDonald's approach. It's not McDonald's fault that courts tend to move at a glacial pace, they say. But when he filed Johnson, athletes couldn't earn name, image and likeness (NIL) money, let alone de facto salaries directly from their schools, as they started to this July. To that end, those advocates believe unionizing through the NLRA is the better path to stronger labor rights. They will go as far as to argue that a recognition of student employment under the FLSA could complicate their larger goal of having athletes form unions that could collectively bargain with management.
Other advocates disagree, though, saying any recognition of athlete employment would be a win for their movement, even if they would prefer unionization to come first. Or as one athlete organizer, speaking on the condition of anonymity because his involvement in college sports is not public, put it: "Paul's case is real. You can touch it. Is it perfect? No. But a lot of the efforts in this space are theoretical. He has an actual, active case that he could very feasibly win."
"The NLRA route is a harder argument to make," McDonald said. "And of course it's subject to more political developments, the president controlling the NLRB and all that kind of stuff. Our case is the simplest version of this."
"College athletes have a lot more rights today than they did 10 years ago," said Gabe Feldman, director of Tulane's sports law program. "And so it's unclear how much continued momentum there is for employment status, employment classification. But it may not matter if the athletes want it or not. The question with Paul's case is just: Are they employees under the FLSA? That's really significant; it's just incredibly slow-moving, and the atmosphere has changed a lot."
What athlete labor advocates can all agree on: McDonald cares. He has real stamina, too. Johnson is his third college sports case. The first two, also seeking student employment status for athletes, didn't go his way. But Johnson, he believes, is the winner. He believes it so much that he has staked the back half of his career to it.
Laser focused on Johnson, McDonald mostly lives off savings and side projects. As he tells it, multiple firms have reached out about jobs in recent years, believing he is a skilled litigator. He started as a prosecutor in Philadelphia. He then worked on high-profile cases in D.C. But whenever McDonald and these firms get to chatting, they have one condition: Drop the college sports cases and then we'll really talk.
That's a hard no for McDonald. Earlier this summer, he described his day-to-day as "the slow slog of trying to get the attention of folks in Congress since some other things in the world are going on." After a beat of silence, he broke into a loud laugh. McDonald was sending emails from his home office in the Houston suburbs, as he often is, pestering congressional aides with the student-selling-popcorn story. During congressional hearings, McDonald will send emails to reporters and aides in real time, countering testimony from politicians, athletic directors and conference commissioners with his core arguments. And over and over, he has condemned the NCAA's use of precedent set in Vanskike v. Peters, which found that prisoners are exempt from employee status under the FLSA.
While denying the NCAA's motion to dismiss Johnson last summer, a judge wrote: "We disagree with [the] comparison of college athletes to prisoners and refuse to equate a prisoner's involuntary servitude, as authorized by the 13th Amendment, to 'the long-standing tradition' of amateurism in college athletics."  McDonald has sent that passage to reporters, to Senate staffs, to decision-makers across college sports. He has written multiple op-eds on this topic alone. Before filing Johnson, he convinced a big firm, Wigdor LLP, to take the case with him. But he still does all of his own public relations.
While the fate of Johnson is ultimately up to judges, McDonald hopes to influence how -- or whether -- athlete employment is wielded in negotiations for a congressional bill on college sports. As recently as this summer, Democrats asked him to take part in calls to brief lawmakers on his case and related issues. He otherwise keeps contacting anyone directly or tangentially involved in those discussions. He has repeatedly emailed Cody Campbell, the billionaire Texas Tech booster who has discussed the future of college sports with Trump. He also has sent a bunch of notes to staffers for Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas), who has been a key part of college sports negotiations in Washington -- and was McDonald's classmate at Princeton.
Like Campbell and many others, Cruz and his staff don't engage. McDonald is especially miffed by this, seeing that Cruz gave him a nickname, "PMac," that he still uses. During one summer break from college, McDonald recalled, Cruz's mom and dad took Ted and McDonald to dinner and an Astros game. By night's end, McDonald felt the parents were trying to recruit him to the Republican Party.
"I was like, 'Well, no, thank you,'" McDonald said. "But I know Ted really well. I would love for him to email me back."
"You could, uh, say he lacks a soft touch," said one congressional aide, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he is not allowed to talk with reporters. "In the office, it'll often be like, 'Welp, another email from Paul.' But he's relentless in a way that is respectable, honestly. He doesn't stop."
Asked how he deals with constantly grating on people, if that ever weighs on him, McDonald responded, "It's a paper trail! ... Look, all it means is the same status as these other kids, who are student employees. That's all it means. It doesn't have to mean anything more than that. To me, it's not about grating on people, because my thing is this: It's grating if they take offense that anyone asks them a question at all, which begs a lot of other questions, right?"
Which leads to another story McDonald likes to tell. Or, more accurately, a daydream he likes to describe.
The setting is another congressional hearing on college sports. Someone -- a politician, an athletic director, a coach -- mentions athlete employment, saying it should never happen. And then someone else -- another politician, a lawyer, maybe even McDonald -- serving as a witness, lays out the popcorn scenario, asking the first person how they could wall athletes off from student employment when their classmates are in work-study programs.
The first person, the one opposing employment, is stumped. They sputter into an evasive answer. Wherever McDonald is -- in the hearing room, watching from his home office, catching a live stream on the go -- he smiles. Because in his view, that person has no excuse to be unprepared for the student-selling-popcorn example. He would have already emailed them about it. At least once.
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Maryland Terrapins
For Maryland football and Michael Locksley, NIL is out of the locker room
After seeing his team splinter during a disastrous 2024, the Terps coach signs on for a chemistry class with a squad hoping to bounce back.

Maryland football coach Michael Locksley is seeking a turnaround from last season's 4-8 record. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post) 


By Gene Wang | 2025-07-31
During offseason meetings and throughout spring practice, Maryland football players received an earful from Michael Locksley. At the heart of the blunt dialogue was the Terrapins coach vowing to build bonds and repair fractured relationships after last year's 4-8 record, a mark that included just one victory in the Big Ten.
Culpable in Maryland's first losing season since pandemic-plagued 2020, according to Locksley, was splintering among teammates because of compensation related to name, image and likeness (NIL). The coach has sought to blunt that pitfall this year with a decidedly unsubtle reminder, installing a sign that reads in part, "Leave your Louis [Vuitton] belts ... outside of this locker room."
"This is the new landscape," Locksley said Wednesday morning at media day at SECU Stadium. "When you start paying people, they become pros. ... There's a moral compass that we have as coaches, as teachers, as administrators that, yeah, they're pros in their respective sport, but we still have some development to do as people, and that's where my energy and the things and the experiences I have, I have to lead from the front with those things."
The message has served as inspiration for a reset at the start of training camp, compelling players to take stock of what went sideways during a 2024 season that saw a three-year run of bowl appearances come to an end.
Maryland will conduct 25 practices in July and August before opening the season Aug. 30 against visiting Florida Atlantic.
"I heard he was going to do it," Terps safety Lavain Scruggs, a redshirt junior who played in every game last year and started four, said of Locksley hanging the slogan inside the facility. "When it happened, I was like, 'He really did it.'"
Learning how better to manage egos amid the evolving economics of major college athletics had Locksley seeking counsel from associates with an understanding of the NFL's salary cap. Among those he first leaned on were Miami Dolphins General Manager Chris Grier and Rick Smith, the former Houston Texans GM and executive vice president.
Those conversations have led to prohibiting talk of NIL deals in the locker room -- or, ideally, anywhere on campus. Enforcement comes collectively, but the team's leadership council -- a group of players most familiar with Maryland's culture under Locksley -- has embraced the responsibility.
"Don't talk about it," senior wide receiver Octavian Smith Jr. said. "If we hear someone talking about it, we as leaders have got to check them. We've got to put that to an end because that kills teams. You're not here to tear your teammates down, other players down. We're here to uplift each other because, at the end of the day, when things get rough or when we're facing adversity, we're all we've got."
The Terps encountered plenty of headwinds during the second half of last season, culminating in a five-game slide that was their longest since Locksley took over in 2019. The season ended with a 44-7 loss to fourth-ranked Penn State and Locksley stewing over Nittany Lions Coach James Franklin, a former Terps assistant, electing to have his backup quarterback attempt a pass that wound up being caught for a touchdown as time expired.
A tense exchange between Locksley and Franklin unfolded on the field in the aftermath, with Locksley criticizing the decision during his postgame news conference at Beaver Stadium.
A little more than two months later, Locksley began an overhaul of his top assistants by naming Pep Hamilton as the offensive coordinator, replacing Josh Gattis. Then came the addition of Ted Monachino as defensive coordinator to replace Brian Williams, who left for the same position at Jacksonville State.
Hamilton, one of Locksley's closest coaching confidants with long-standing ties to the area, and Monachino bring extensive NFL experience to College Park, providing a fit for Locksley in what he has deemed a shift toward a more pro-style operating model.
Hamilton also has mentored the likes of Andrew Luck as offensive coordinator with the Indianapolis Colts and Justin Herbert during a stint as the quarterbacks coach for the Los Angeles Chargers.
His knowledge of the position, which includes starting at quarterback for Howard in the mid-1990s, becomes that much more significant given the Terps' unresolved situation under center. Maryland will have a third starting quarterback in as many years after presumed incumbent Billy Edwards Jr. transferred to Wisconsin.
Edwards's departure coincided with the Terps landing four-star prospect Malik Washington, the 2024 All-Met Player of the Year on offense. He enters camp in a three-way competition with redshirt junior Justyn Martin, a transfer from UCLA, and redshirt freshman Khristian Martin for the starting job.
"The bounce-back for me is the part we've focused our energies on moving forward," Locksley said. "Our players understand. We understand as the landscape has continued to evolve that we just have to be ready to pivot, and if I were to take a lesson from it, it's kind of like being a parent. To be a good parent, you have to anticipate. I didn't anticipate things, but now that I know about it, as I've said before, we've done things, and we've put people in positions to where I don't feel like we'll have to deal with those types of issues."
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NBA
Gilbert Arenas charged with operating illegal gambling business
Arenas, a star for the Wizards from 2003 to 2010, was indicted on federal charges alleging he ran "high-stakes" poker games out of his Los Angeles mansion.

A federal indictment alleges Gilbert Arenas and five other defendants operated an illegal gambling business from a mansion he owns in  Los Angeles. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


By Glynn A. Hill | 2025-07-31
Former NBA star Gilbert Arenas was arrested Wednesday on federal charges alleging he operated an illegal gambling business involving "high-stakes" poker games at his Los Angeles mansion. The three-time all-star was indicted on  one count of conspiracy to operate an illegal gambling business, one count of operating an illegal gambling business and one count of making false statements to federal investigators, the Justice Department said in a statement.
According to the indictment, Arenas and five others are accused of running the illegal business from September 2021 to July 2022. It claims the longtime Washington Wizards guard rented out his mansion in the Encino neighborhood of Los Angeles and directed a man named Arthur Kats to facilitate the games by finding people to host the events and collect rent on Arenas's behalf.
His alleged co-conspirators are five California men, including a 49-year-old named Yevgeni Gershman whom the Justice Department describes as "a suspected organized crime figure from Israel." The five operated pot-limit Omaha poker and other games at the mansion, inviting players to compete while collecting fees from each pot. Gershman allegedly hired women to serve drinks and provide massages and companionship to players. The operation included chefs, valets and armed security guards who also were hired to staff the games, the indictment said.
Each of the five defendants is charged with one count of conspiracy to operate an illegal gambling business and one count of operating an illegal gambling business. Gershman, an Israeli citizen, also is charged with marriage fraud, conspiracy to commit marriage fraud and making a false statement on an immigration document. He is accused of conspiring to enter into a sham marriage to obtain permanent legal status in the United States. The woman with whom he allegedly conspired also was arrested Wednesday.
The defendants' initial appearances and arraignments were scheduled for Wednesday afternoon in U.S. District Court in Los Angeles. They face up to five years in federal prison for each count if convicted.
Arenas last played in the NBA in 2012 and has since become a podcast host and NBA analyst. A member of the Wizards from 2003 to 2010, he was honored by the team in 2022.
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D.C. Politics
D.C. Council grills Bowser and the Commanders president on RFK stadium deal
The hearing came days after D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) released an amended version of the agreement with the Commanders.

"I recognize that passions are high, questions are intense, and our great desire to get this right is at the forefront of our thinking," Mayor Muriel E. Bowser said. (Leah Millis/For The Washington Post)


By Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright | 2025-07-30
D.C. lawmakers grilled Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) and Washington Commanders President Mark Clouse in an hours-long hearing on Wednesday over the terms of the proposed $3.7 billion deal to bring the football team to a massive new stadium development at the RFK campus near the Anacostia River.
Ahead of the D.C. Council's initial vote on the development terms Friday, lawmakers asked about everything from parking garage arrangements and transit capacity to community benefits and labor requirements. Wednesday's hearing came after hundreds of residents testified before the council Tuesday -- and days after Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) released an amended version of the agreement with the Commanders after negotiating several new terms that he estimates would net roughly $779 million more in revenue or savings over 30 years than Bowser's initial proposal.
After weeks of pressuring the council to move urgently on the RFK proposal, lest the deal collapse, the mayor kicked off the hearing by thanking city lawmakers for their "helpful additions" to the terms.
"To borrow a phrase -- this is a BFD. Very big," Bowser said, using an acronym for "big [expletive] deal." "And I recognize that passions are high, questions are intense, and our great desire to get this right is at the forefront of our thinking. I also recognize that the time is now to act or miss our window of opportunity to capture $2.7 billion in private investment and get a shovel in the ground by the end of next year."
By the hearing's end, it was clear that a majority of the council members had made peace with the idea of supporting a publicly funded stadium development despite initial skepticism over the price tag. A council budget office study found that while a different type of mixed-use development may generate more revenue in the long run, a development anchored by a new pro football stadium would unleash economic benefits six years sooner -- a timeline that multiple lawmakers said they found persuasive.
Having a private entity already at the table and ready to get to work on the development immediately is "very enticing," said council member Christina Henderson (I-At Large), recalling D.C.'s various tortured development projects that dragged on for decades. "I'm not really interested in spending the next 20 years debating what we do with this property -- but I do have some questions," Henderson said.

Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) released an amended version of the agreement with the Commanders last week. (Jim Lo Scalzo/EPA/Shutterstock)


Mendelson, after the hearing, said he was confident the deal had the eight votes required to pass its first of two votes on Friday -- even as several lawmakers, including Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5) and Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4) said the deal needed to be further changed in order for them to support it. Council member Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large) also said he planned to push the mayor to back a housing preservation fund to prevent people from being priced out of the surrounding Kingman Park neighborhood, and would keep pushing Clouse to relocate the team's headquarters to D.C. from Maryland.
Mendelson's amended agreement with the Commanders changed some of Bowser's terms in pursuit of what he said would be a more favorable deal for the District -- including through changes to taxes and revenue collection that he said would net the District $674 million more over 30 years, plus an extra $55 million in savings from restructuring the way the debt is financed. The amended agreement also adds a $50 million community benefits agreement, which Clouse said on Wednesday will include a youth sports academy in Ward 7 and a commitment to bringing a grocery store to the area that has had historic food access problems.
Bowser also said that, if the deal is approved, a new fire station will be coming to the area to account for the thousands of new residents and the many new venues and businesses the redeveloped site would draw.
Under the amended agreement, D.C. would tax parking in the garages just like at other city parking garages. Sales tax on merchandise and food and drinks would go into the city's general fund, rather than a special fund that, under Bowser's initial deal, would be used to reinvest the money back into the stadium or related expenses. D.C. would also capture revenue from the parking garages on non-stadium event days, as opposed to none under Bowser's agreement.
Parking has been one of the hottest issues in the stadium debate, with tailgaters wanting enough spaces for the game day tradition and Kingman Park stadium site neighbors dreading the possibility of looking out to see an ugly wall of congested parking garages in their neighborhood.
Bowser and Clouse acknowledged those neighbors' concerns Wednesday, and agreed to consider spreading out the parking garages across the 180-acre development so they are not concentrated in one neighborhood.
But Allen, chairman of the transportation committee and whose Capitol Hill-anchored ward could bear much of the brunt of stadium traffic, said he was still not satisfied with the parking and transportation arrangements. D.C. is paying for two parking garages, costing over $350 million, with the potential of a third built by the Commanders to host about 8,000 vehicles.
"8,000 parking spaces has been a nonstarter for me," Allen said, arguing that, "the more parking spaces we build, the more vehicles we're inducing to come in and drive."
The Commanders are agreeing to hold off on building the third parking garage to see how the stadium handles parking and traffic with just the two to start. Allen said there needs to be a firmer plan to expand public transportation access, adding that it was not even a question whether Stadium-Armory station would need to be expanded to accommodate the extra demand. He suggested that the council would need to fund those improvements as well. Bowser said it was too soon to pre-commit to funding improvements at a station run by the Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority and at a development that will also serve Maryland and Virginia residents.
"I would be careful, I would just really argue for the benefit of taxpayers, that we don't let WMATA or the compact partners off the hook in terms of investing in stations," Bowser said.
Under the original agreement, the team -- which is acting as master developer -- won't have to pay rent to the District at the stadium or other developments for the first 28 years, a perk that some lawmakers questioned. Mendelson's amended agreement, however, requires the Commanders to pay rent sooner as a penalty if they blow past deadlines to deliver different phases of the developments, such the about 6,000 new housing units the team is expected to deliver, with 1,800 of them affordable units.
Clouse said that, in return for the deferred rent, the team will move urgently to complete the developments -- or else face the penalty -- and will have separate development teams working on the housing and commercial parcels on a parallel timeline with the stadium's development. The entire development would be set to be completed by 2040.
"What we've been given in this deal as an incentive to move fast, which is consistent with every other development deal, is deferred rent," Clouse said.
Bowser told reporters she was "impressed" by the team's timeline to deliver on affordable housing, which has faced strains in D.C. in recent years. "I do think it's aggressive, but I think if it can be done, they can do it, because they will be coming in with so much investment and construction. They'll have the ability to master plan."
Ahead of the hearing, the team added new pledges to address concerns from some council members about environmental impacts. Those include: guaranteeing LEED green building standards for the stadium and mixed-use development and vowing to explore alternative energy on the site. Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) pressed Clouse during the hearing for even firmer commitments on those points. In response to questions from Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4), Clouse said the team is also committed to reducing single-use plastics and waste at stadium events.
Perhaps the day's biggest sticking point was over labor protections for the site At least two lawmakers -- Lewis George and Parker -- said they would not vote for the deal unless the team committed to entering into agreements with local unions for a broader portion of the development work. As of Wednesday, the team had promised to enter into project labor agreements covering the stadium and parking construction, along with one hotel adjacent to the stadium.
Lewis George said she sees a broader scope of labor agreements as the best route to guaranteeing higher pay and stricter safety standards. "It's the wages and the benefits, but it's also the safety and protections that come with labor agreements," she said. Parker said he would not vote for the deal unless labor agreements extended to more hotels.
Clouse characterized the team's conversations with unions as constructive, but said the stadium and one hotel was about as far as the team is willing to go, particularly given that the overall plan for the remainder of the development was still in flux.

Bowser told reporters she was "impressed" by the team's timeline to deliver on affordable housing. (Leah Millis/For The Washington Post)


Bowser said the labor agreement covering the stadium would represent about $2 billion worth of construction -- about half the overall work on the RFK site. She expressed concern about further project labor agreements, arguing that, in the past, unions tended to source too many of their workers from outside the city.
"Do you know how many times I go to jobsites and somebody from Ward 8 will say, 'Why isn't it somebody from Ward 8 on this jobsite? I don't see anybody from my neighborhood working here. Why do I see Pennsylvania and West Virginia tags at this jobsite?'" Bowser said during a news conference held after the hearing. "If I had a dollar for every time somebody said that to me, I would be very wealthy."
Greg Akerman, president of the Baltimore- D.C. Metro Building Trades Council, disputed that characterization.
"Our unions enthusiastically commit to both doing a [project labor agreement] and requiring that over 50 percent of the workers on these [project labor agreement] projects are D.C. residents," said Akerman. "We want to use these opportunities to get D.C. residents into our apprenticeship program so they can get careers and not just one-off jobs."
The disagreement produced one of the tensest exchanges between the mayor and the council, as Parker called the mayor's skepticism about the unions' local hiring track record a "talking point" -- and Bowser took issue with that phrasing.
"Don't disrespect me like that, Mr. Parker," Bowser said. "I don't do talking points. I do facts."
After the hearing on Wednesday, Bowser approached Parker at the dais. Her message was simple, as she smiled and shook his hand. "Let's get it done," she said.
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Washington Commanders
Hamstrung last year, Marshon Lattimore tries to regain his reputation
Lattimore is either the missing piece or a big misfire for the Commanders, who need him to be a lockdown cornerback.

(Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-07-31

"I'm not really too worried about proving anybody wrong. I just prove myself right," Commanders cornerback Marshon Lattimore said. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


The widest range of outcomes for any Washington Commanders player this season may belong to Marshon Lattimore. He could reclaim his place as a star defender at a premium position, or he could become General Manager Adam Peters's most significant misfire.
His track record suggests he could still be a star, the locus of an excellent secondary. His injury-marred performance last year prompts worry that his best days are behind him and the Commanders will lack a lockdown cornerback to build around.
Entering his ninth season at 29, having missed 25 games over the past three seasons, Lattimore must prove he can stay healthy and rediscover the form that once made him one of the NFL's best cornerbacks. The Commanders need him -- he is carrying an $18 million salary cap hit, the sixth highest among defensive backs, according to Spotrac. Lattimore is confident he is the same elite player he was with New Orleans, the four-time Pro Bowl selection who injected swagger into the Saints and neutralized star wide receivers.
"I'm proving it to myself, first and foremost," Lattimore said after Tuesday's practice. "Everybody has got to see what I put out there. They can judge then. I'm not really too worried about proving anybody wrong. I just prove myself right."
Lattimore has found comfort at Commanders training camp after a difficult midseason adjustment and playing through injury in 2024. After the trade leading into Week 10, Lattimore had to learn coordinator Joe Whitt Jr.'s scheme, which differed from how he played in New Orleans. He also tried playing through a hamstring injury that kept him out of six of the Commanders' final eight regular season games and never fully healed.
"It was just the injuries last year," Lattimore said. "I know what was going on. Coming here, middle of the season, I just feel way more comfortable right now."
Lattimore missed four games before he made his Commanders debut. He realizes now that he returned too soon.
"A hamstring takes time," he said. "I was trying to rush back and play, and I wasn't doing nothing but re-aggravating it. My burst and my confidence in my legs just wasn't there."
Pressure to help his new team, and to justify its belief in trading for him, drove Lattimore to play too soon. After he missed the final two games of the regular season, his hamstring still wasn't 100 percent. He returned for the playoffs, anyway, and was a husk of himself against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and old NFC South nemesis Mike Evans. He still played roughly 90 percent of Washington's postseason snaps.
"I feel I could have helped," Lattimore said. "That's why I got out there no matter what, even though I wasn't all the way 100 percent. I tried to show them I could play here and help them win. I just know I wasn't myself. Now I got a full offseason, I'm good."
Lattimore has been solid, but not a standout, at training camp. Several 11-on-11 plays have ended with him smacking his hands after a wideout caught a pass in front of him. But his track record outweighs a handful of training camp practices. What matters most is that Lattimore is healthy and comfortable in Washington's system. He says he is.
Lattimore's performance this season will determine whether Peters's swing at last year's deadline paid off. The Commanders traded third-, fourth- and sixth-round picks -- all in 2025 -- for Lattimore and a fifth-rounder.
(The deal eventually became those three picks for Lattimore and Deebo Samuel: Washington dealt the fifth-rounder it received from New Orleans to the San Francisco 49ers for Samuel. The 49ers used that pick to take Oregon running back Jordan James.)
At his best, Lattimore would be an ideal fit at the center of Washington's cornerback group. Mike Sainristil's intelligence, versatility and playmaking make him hugely valuable, but he's not the type of cornerback who erases a top receiver on the outside. Noah Igbinoghene is a solid veteran who keeps making plays in camp. Trey Amos has shown huge promise as a rookie. The Commanders just need a proven No. 1 cornerback.
Lattimore believes that's still what he is, now that he's healthy and has a full understanding of the system.
"I like this defense," Lattimore said Tuesday before he paused and smiled. "I love it."

Second-year wide receiver Luke McCaffrey could carve out a larger role this season. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


Coach Dan Quinn has been focused on how second-year players have developed, and he views wideout Luke McCaffrey and tight end Ben Sinnott as those who could make a significant leap this year.
Sinnott was one of the most athletic tight ends in the draft last year, but he struggled deciphering coverages and running routes and caught just five passes as a rookie. Quinn has seen signs of progress. At a recent practice, Sinnott picked up a specific check against a blitz, ran a seam route and caught a pass from Jayden Daniels, nailing several nuances with one play.
"A year ago, that would have been harder," Quinn said.
McCaffrey has been receiving ample opportunities to claim the No. 3 wideout spot, playing with the first-team offense in three-receiver sets. McCaffrey, a former quarterback in college, picked up the offense quickly last year. This year, Quinn has seen him improve finer receiving skills.
"You kind of see maybe before there was still some time he was thinking like a quarterback," Quinn said. "Now you see him thinking like a receiver. That sounds counterintuitive -- like, more knowledge, wouldn't that be better? He's refined some details at the receiver position."
The Commanders signed free agent tackle Lucas Niang, effectively filling the offensive line gap that was created when guard Nate Herbig retired Tuesday. Niang, 26, spent the first four seasons of his career with the Kansas City Chiefs, playing last year on their practice squad before he was waived in late November. A 2020 third-round pick, Niang made the only nine starts of his career as a rookie in 2021; he opted out of the 2020 season amid the coronavirus pandemic. He played mostly special teams thereafter and last appeared in 2023.
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Nationals
Nats trade Michael Soroka and a pair of relievers as deadline nears
The Nationals make a pair of moves ahead of Thursday's MLB trade deadline, sending starter Michael Soroka to the Cubs and relievers Andrew Chafin and Luis Garcia to the Angels. 

Michael Soroka is heading to the Cubs for a pair of prospects. (Alex Slitz/Getty Images)


By Andrew Golden, Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-07-31
HOUSTON -- The Washington Nationals traded three veterans for prospects Wednesday, highlighted by a deal that sent starter Michael Soroka to the Chicago Cubs for shortstop Ronny Cruz, 18, and outfielder Christian Franklin, 25, according to a person with knowledge of the move. The person spoke on the condition of anonymity because that trade had not been announced.
Earlier Wednesday, the Nationals traded relievers Andrew Chafin and Luis Garcia to the Los Angeles Angels for left-hander Jake Eder, 26, and first baseman Sam Brown, 23.
MLB's trade deadline is 6 p.m. Thursday.
The Nationals signed Soroka to a one-year, $9 million deal in the offseason. For the right-hander, it was a chance to prove he could be a starter again. For Washington, it was a bet on upside, in the hope that he could lift the Nationals' rotation or be a significant part of a deal such as this one.
Soroka had a 4.87 ERA in 16 starts, though his underlying numbers were far better. He projects to slot in as a back-end starter for the Cubs down the stretch and was compelling to contenders given his brief but effective history out of the bullpen.
Since June 1, Soroka's 10.55 strikeouts per nine innings rank 11th among qualified MLB starters. Still, his velocity dipped over the past month.
The Nationals have not announced who will take Soroka's place in the rotation. As of now, the rotation includes MacKenzie Gore, Jake Irvin, Mitchell Parker and Brad Lord. Teams have inquired about Gore, though the Nationals have been hesitant to shop him or any members of their young core.
Cruz and Franklin were the Cubs' 13th- and 14th-ranked prospects, according to MLB Pipeline. Cruz, a third-round pick in 2024, is hitting .270 with a .745 OPS in rookie ball. Franklin has hit .265 with an .820 OPS with the Cubs' Class AAA affiliate.
The trade with Los Angeles involved two players who weren't on Washington's roster when it opened the season. The Nationals signed the 35-year-old Chafin, a lefty who started the season in Detroit's minor league system, in May. Garcia, a 38-year-old right-hander, was a waiver claim who was, officially, the first move made by interim general manager Mike DeBartolo. At Minnesota this past weekend, Garcia threw 100 mph for the first time since 2023.
Chafin finished with a 2.70 ERA in 26 appearances with the Nationals. Garcia made 10 appearances and had a 0.90 ERA. Washington turned those 36 combined appearances into Eder and Brown, a 12th-round pick in the 2023 draft who gives the Nationals depth at first base.
Washington recalled reliever Zach Brzykcy from Class AAA Rochester ahead of Wednesday's loss to the Houston Astros.
Eder has made nine major league appearances, including eight this season with the Angels. He has spent most of this year in Class AAA, where he was a starter, but he pitched as a reliever for the Angels. He will be a starter in the minors for Washington, according to a person familiar with the situation.
Brown has a .226 batting average and a .645 OPS across two seasons with the Angels' Class AA team.
The Nationals have a history of flipping relievers whom they acquired at a bargain. Last year, they turned Hunter Harvey and Dylan Floro into two prospects (Andres Chaparro and Class AA third baseman Cayden Wallace) and the 39th pick in the 2024 draft, which became catcher Caleb Lomavita. They also held on to Kyle Finnegan, then brought him back this season. Finnegan is a strong candidate to be dealt at this deadline.
It shouldn't be a surprise that the Nationals netted a pitcher in the upper minors and a first baseman. Washington showed earlier this season that it needs all the long-term pitching help it can get, with underperformance and a string of injuries giving the Nationals a bottom-three ERA in the majors. Adding Eder and right-hander Clayton Beeter, who was acquired from the New York Yankees as part of a package for infielder Amed Rosario last week, gives the Nationals a chance to bet on two more young pitchers who could help in the future.
Eder had a high strikeout rate in previous years; Beeter has had one this season. Brown, too, should help at a position where the Nationals are thin in the minors. He has a handful of intriguing characteristics -- most notably his dramatically improved plate discipline this season (46 walks to 64 strikeouts in Class AA).
All four prospects are lottery tickets. But for an organization that could use more depth in the minor leagues, every ticket is better than value lost when a player departs in free agency.
Nusbaum reported from Washington.
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Sports
Shannon Sharpe out at ESPN after settling sexual assault lawsuit
Sharpe, a Pro Football Hall of Famer and a co-star of "First Take," has denied the woman's allegations. 

(Chris Pizzello/Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP)


By Ben Strauss | 2025-07-30

Shannon Sharpe has denied the sexual assault allegations against him. (Chris Pizzello/Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP)


Shannon Sharpe, the Pro Football Hall of Famer and co-star of ESPN's "First Take," will not return to the network, a person with knowledge of the decision confirmed to The Washington Post on Wednesday.
This month, Sharpe settled a lawsuit in which a woman he had been romantically involved with accused him of sexual assault. Sharpe took leave from ESPN in April after the suit was filed, saying then that he expected to return for football season. He called the allegations "false and disruptive."
A handpicked debate partner of Stephen A. Smith over the past two years on the popular morning show, Sharpe moved to ESPN as part of a successful media career following his playing days. He previously spent years opposite Skip Bayless on Fox Sports 1. On "First Take," he was opinionated and vociferous, sparring with Smith about all sorts of sports topics but particularly football.
The Athletic first reported that ESPN had cut ties with Sharpe. ESPN declined to comment. Sharpe, through a spokesman, did not reply to a request for comment.
In addition to his work on TV, Sharpe hosts two popular podcasts: "Club Shay Shay" and "Nightcap" with Chad "Ochocinco" Johnson. He has continued to deliver his commentary on sports and pop culture in the digital sphere. Earlier this year, Front Office Sports reported that Sharpe would seek new distribution deals worth in the range of $100 million for those podcasts.
Soon after that report, though, the lawsuit was filed, which led to a furious few weeks of accusations and denials from Sharpe's attorney and the woman's attorney, Tony Buzbee. Sharpe then took his leave from ESPN. Earlier this month, Buzbee said the lawsuit had been settled.
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NFL
NYC gunman named an ex-Steeler in his suicide note. Who was Terry Long?
Long, a former offensive lineman, was found to have CTE after he died by suicide in 2005.

(File/AP)


By Glynn A. Hill | 2025-07-31

Terry Long played eight seasons as an offensive lineman for the Pittsburgh Steelers. (AP) 


In the aftermath of Monday's fatal shooting at a Manhattan office building, investigating authorities have focused on a note left by the gunman, Shane Tamura. The letter, which the New York Police Department has described as a suicide note, referenced the NFL and chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE), a brain disease.
Also in the letter was a mention of Terry Long, a former NFL player who died by suicide in 2005 after drinking antifreeze. "Terry Long football gave me CTE and it caused me to drink a gallon of antifreeze. You can't go against the NFL, they'll squash you," the shooter wrote in the note, according to a CNN report.
Tamura's connection to Long is unclear. Tamura was a standout high school running back who does not appear to have played beyond that level. Authorities believe he was targeting the NFL; the league offices are housed in the building where the shooting occurred. Conversely, Long played eight years in the NFL as an offensive lineman for the Pittsburgh Steelers.
A fourth-round draft pick by the Steelers in 1984, Long became the team's starting right guard in his rookie season and remained a fixture up front through the rest of the decade, when Pittsburgh's offensive lines regularly ranked among the NFL's best at protecting its quarterback. Long was short at 5-foot-11 but strong, having dabbled as a powerlifter.
In July 1991, weeks ahead of his final NFL season, Long faced a suspension for violating the league's steroids policy. He subsequently attempted suicide by taking sleeping pills, then swallowing rat poison. He remained hospitalized for a week following the incident and underwent counseling. That season, he started three games at left guard. He was suspended four games after losing his appeal following the steroid violation and missed more time after tearing the triceps muscle in his right arm. After Bill Cowher succeeded Chuck Noll as coach of the Steelers in 1992, the team did not re-sign Long.
In 2003, a fire damaged Long's chicken processing plant in Pittsburgh. In 2005, he was indicted on federal fraud and arson charges and filed for bankruptcy for Terry Long Enterprises on the same day. Prosecutors argued he defrauded the state of nearly $1.2 million in business loans for the plant, which they claimed he set ablaze for the insurance money.
Three months after the indictment, in June 2005, Long died in a hospital after he was found unresponsive in his suburban Pittsburgh home. He was 45.
"I'm stunned and sick," former teammate Craig Wolfley told the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette following Long's death. "Lots of great memories of him. He was just a great guy. A very hard worker."
The Allegheny County coroner's office first ruled Long died of meningitis, but a revised death certificate filed one month later listed the manner of Long's death as suicide from drinking antifreeze. The coroner's office changed its ruling after outside laboratory tests showed Long's tissue and urine contained ethylene glycol, the active ingredient in antifreeze. The medical examiner's office said Long's football-related brain injuries, including CTE, were a contributing factor to his death but said he did not die as a direct result of them, according to a 2006 report by the Associated Press.
In his note, Tamura claimed "football gave me CTE," according to police. CTE is a degenerative brain disease that is caused by repetitive hits to the head and has been associated with contact sports, such as football and boxing.
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NFL
The Cowboys are more reality show than football team
The business of America's team seems to matter more to Jerry Jones than where the Cowboys are in the standings.

Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones enjoys the spotlight. (Mark J. Terrill/AP)


By Jason La Canfora | 2025-07-30
Another Dallas Cowboys season kicked off last week like so many before it, with owner Jerry Jones, seduced by the sound of his own voice, spinning nonsensical yarns and offering bizarre explanations for how he spends his money. His annual pre-camp news conference convinced peers around the league once more that marketing and bluster will always trump winning the Lombardi Trophy in Dallas.
No one captures more headlines and generates more content (specifically for the morning shows with a never-ending desire for Cowboys news) for a perpetually pedestrian football product than Jones. And at 82, ain't nothing gonna ever change about that. 
He played all of the hits and checked all of the boxes when the Cowboys arrived in Oxnard, California, for training camp, such as alienating a segment of his locker room by taking shots at players (and their injuries), defending a string of transactional faux pas and riffing on why no one is better equipped to tend to the roster than he is. And, of course, milking another contract impasse for all it's worth before that, too, meets an inevitable conclusion with superstar pass rusher Micah Parsons getting a record contract.
If all of this feels like a staged reality show, well, that's just how this billionaire prefers it. The business of the Cowboys will once again eclipse the on-field product in the eyes of evaluators around the league, who never underestimate Dallas's profit margins but anticipate it being an afterthought in the standings again.
"That's not a playoff team," said one general manager, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a rival team. "It's just Jerry being Jerry."
If nothing else, Jones has guaranteed a top-heavy roster with bloated contracts for his best players. The haves get overpaid, eventually, and the have-nots scrap for every crumb -- and Jones's lust for value leads to him taking risk after risk on players with dubious character or proclivities. (Spotrac ranked Dallas just 16th in cash spent in 2024, 11th in 2023 and 29th in 2022.) If this is supposed to be one of the most profitable teams on the planet being all-in to win a title, the Cowboys have a funny way of showing it -- including hiring journeyman coordinator and rookie head coach Brian Schottenheimer, who also works really cheap and comes with an affordable staff.
"They don't make a lot of sense to me, in general, to begin with as a football operation," said a high-ranking official of an NFC team who is not permitted to speak about players under contract to other teams, per the NFL's tampering rules. "So a lot of what they do is head-scratching. Their appetite for lack of character is hard to stomach, I don't understand why they keep painting themselves in a corner in negotiations, and they regularly push more money into the future [on contracts] than I'm comfortable doing as an operator.
"I thought the world of Brian Schottenheimer's dad [former NFL coach Marty] and I've heard he's a great dude, but you're telling me he's a program builder? And he can handle Jerry and that locker room? They continue to buy affordable talent because it comes with character issues and they get a market discount up front, but it quickly catches up with them. And their culture is warped and they don't win big games."
Then there are the on-field matters.
Jones seems infatuated with Dak Prescott, his $60 million quarterback earning his paycheck by chucking the ball all over the place, while the Cowboys' infrastructure has slowly decayed. They're unable to run the football or stop the run.
"It really wasn't the [Deshaun] Watson [fully guaranteed] contract that was the problem," said one AFC general manager, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss another contract. "It was Jerry giving a $40 million quarterback $60 million. Jerry is the guy who really [screwed] up the QB market for everybody else."
Dallas ranked 30th in yards per carry in 2024, had the fewest rushing touchdowns in the NFL (six) and averaged an atrocious 1.08 yards before contact (a sign of the decay of a once-great offensive line), tied with the Las Vegas Raiders for worst in the NFL. The Cowboys simultaneously allowed 4.8 yards per carry (30th), 1.98 yards before contact (31st) and 25 rushing touchdowns (32nd), staggering differentials that have seemingly only been cosmetically addressed at best.

Quarterback Dak Prescott is back for the Cowboys after missing most of last season with an injury. (Mark J. Terrill/AP)


"Their defensive tackles actually made me sick watching their film last year against the run," said one longtime NFL scout and evaluator who wrote up the Cowboys' interior defense last year. "Disgusting."
Schottenheimer isn't fixing any of this overnight, and the cultural flaws are woven into the very fabric and brand of the team. Switching from Mike Zimmer to Matt Eberflus at defensive coordinator should mitigate the number of big plays allowed, but Jones already has put the team's highly paid defensive backs on notice for injuries and slippage, and Parsons is accustomed to being granted extreme freedom to hunt sacks and freelance. Once he's the highest-compensated defensive player in the NFL, the need to sate the owner by filling Parsons's stat sheet only intensifies.
"What they like to do with the undersized front worked when [defensive coordinator Dan Quinn] was there, but not with Zimmer," the NFC exec said. "They aren't built the way they need to be for that defense to really work. They have to be in a favorable third down to unleash their potential pass rush, and they have to be playing with the lead to hunt the quarterback, but they can't win on first or second down enough to get into those situations."
Dallas allowed 6.4 yards per play on first down last season (tied for second worst in the NFL) and generated just 5.1 yards per play on first down (22nd) -- again, these are troubling metrics that stand to undermine another season. Keeping Prescott healthy would help, but expect plenty of overinflated totals from chasing games in garbage time and padding stats to keep Jones from erupting about all of the money he has invested in the quarterback and his receivers. He will have plenty else to bemoan regardless -- almost all of it the owner's own doing.
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D.C. Sports Bog
That time Washington went to Washington (state) for training camp
In August 1939, a group of players and team officials departed Union Station for Spokane via train. The reason? Training camp, of course.

In 1939, Coach Ray Flaherty and his Washington team headed west for training camp. (Bettmann Archive) 


By Scott Allen | 2025-07-30
In 1937, its first year after relocating from Boston, Washington's NFL team introduced and endeared itself to D.C. by training at Anacostia Park.
"I want to invite everyone in town to drop over and watch the boys work out," Coach Ray Flaherty said in August 1937. "This is a great team, and I think we will compile a record that will make Washingtonians proud to claim us as a civic representative."
Washington, which backed up Flaherty's declaration by winning the NFL championship that year, relocated its training camp to Ballston Stadium in Arlington the following summer. After six weeks of practice hampered by hot, humid and dusty conditions at the stadium, which was home to the semipro Ballston Skulls, a frustrated Flaherty declared his team would "train up north next year." Instead, the team headed 2,500 miles west.
With Washington coming off a disappointing 6-3-2 season, General Manager Jack Espey announced in February 1939 that the team would hold training camp in Flaherty's hometown of Spokane, Washington. It was, The Washington Post reported, the "longest training jaunt in either professional football or baseball history."
While NFL teams seeking isolation had begun holding training camp in secluded locations, most clubs remained in their home state or a neighboring one.
"The Athletic Round Table Club, a sports-minded group of Spokane businessmen promoting sports for charitable purposes, guaranteed the club a substantial sum for training at Spokane, topping a bid previously submitted by Duluth, Minn.," The Post reported. "It also is the first time on record, a hasty perusal of records reveals, that any city has sponsored the training program of a pro football club. Spokane, it is believed, will be more suitable for training than Washington and vicinity, which was abandoned because of the intense heat and humidity which handicapped the men last year. The Western city's climate is said to be ideal for football in the later part of August and early September and Flaherty is confident he will lead a well-conditioned group of athletes East."
Buck O'Neill of the Washington Times-Herald detailed how Spokane lured the team away from prospective training camp sites in the Midwest. Duluth's chamber of commerce made an initial offer to Washington owner George Preston Marshall, after which the city of Superior, Wisconsin, made a $5,000 bid to host the team. Flaherty visited Superior and advised Marshall to accept the city's offer. Back home in Spokane, where he played football for Gonzaga during his college years, Flaherty mentioned his team's training camp plans and pending offers to friends.
"Why, we'll double that offer," one of them said. "If it is worth $5,000 for Miami to have the New York Giants train there, it is easily worth $10,000 to have one of our own boys train his team right here in town."
Beyond Flaherty's ties to Spokane, several of Washington's players hailed from the Pacific Northwest, including Turk Edwards, Ed Justice, Max Krause and George "Automatic" Karamatic. Flaherty hired Roy "Doc" Mauro, who served as a trainer at Gonzaga for the previous 10 years, to assist trainer Roy Baker. Mauro was a lightweight boxer during the 1920s who in 1935 walked more than 80 miles in freezing conditions from Pullman, Washington, to Spokane to fulfill a bet with the Gonzaga football team.
In early August 1939, a group of 11 Washington players and team officials departed Union Station for Spokane via train. Other players joined the traveling party along the three-day journey. Star quarterback Sammy Baugh arranged his own transportation to camp. Washington arrived to a public reception at the Desert Hotel in Spokane before opening practice the next day in nearby Cheney, on the campus of what is now known as Eastern Washington University. And, yeah, everyone was in the best shape of their lives.
"The boys are big -- so big that some are practically crowds in themselves," the Spokane Chronicle's Herb Ashlock reported. "And they're all in shape -- in the fine fettle to warm the cockles of any coach's heart."
At the start of camp, Marshall predicted that the National Professional Football League would soon "stretch from coast to coast."
"Football of tomorrow will not be seriously concerned about long traveling distance," Washington's owner told reporters.
Over the next month, Washington debuted the use of blocking aprons, which "give the wearers the appearance of being a combination hockey goalie and a baseball catcher," according to the Associated Press, and were considered an upgrade over stationary blocking dummies.
"It works," Flaherty said, "because the apron wearers can move."
At one practice, players tested their strength against a pair of horses. The weather was as advertised.
Training camp ended with an intrasquad scrimmage in front of roughly 10,000 at Gonzaga, with proceeds going to charity. Washington played exhibition games in San Francisco, Los Angeles and Boston before returning to D.C. and opening the season at Philadelphia in September.
Washington went 8-2-1, with a loss to the Giants in the regular season finale deciding the Eastern Division title. The team returned to Spokane the following summer before relocating training camp to San Diego's Brown Military Academy.
Washington trained at Occidental College in Los Angeles from 1946 to 1962 before moving camp to Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, in 1963.
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Sports
Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.

(Eric Thayer/AP)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-07-31
NFL PRESEASON
8 p.m. Hall of Fame Game: Detroit vs. Los Angeles Chargers >>> WRC (Ch. 4), WBAL (Ch. 11)
MLB
7 p.m. Atlanta at Cincinnati >>> MLB Network
10 p.m. Texas at Seattle >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
WNBA
7:30 p.m. Golden State at Washington >>> Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
GOLF
7 a.m. Women's British Open, first round >>> USA Network
3 p.m. PGA Tour: Wyndham Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
6 p.m. Korn Ferry Tour: Utah Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
3:45 p.m. Portuguese Super Cup: Benfica vs. Sporting >>> BeIN Sports
10:30 p.m. Leagues Cup, group stage: Cruz Azul at Seattle >>> Fox Sports 1
TENNIS
11 a.m. ATP/WTA: National Bank Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
BASKETBALL -- THE BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT SEMIFINALS
6 p.m. Best Virginia vs. Eberlein Drive >>> Fox Sports 1
8 p.m. AfterShocks vs. We Are D3 >>> Fox Sports 1
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Nationals
Michael Soroka exits early -- but stays healthy -- as Nats fall to Astros
The right-hander, who could be moved ahead of Thursday's trade deadline, allowed two runs during the Nationals' 7-4 loss in Houston.

Michael Soroka made his 16th start for the Nationals on Tuesday night. It might have been his last. (Alex Slitz/Getty Images)


By Andrew Golden | 2025-07-30
HOUSTON -- In the grand scheme of things, what mattered more than the outcome of the Washington Nationals' game Tuesday night at Daikin Park -- a 7-4 loss to the Houston Astros -- was that Michael Soroka left it healthy.
That's exactly what transpired. In the fourth inning, Soroka allowed a game-tying solo homer to Yainer Diaz. After that, much to Soroka's surprise, interim manager Miguel Cairo took the ball from him.
"I don't think he was that crisp," Cairo said. "I made the decision to bring someone else from the bullpen. It was a battle. He was trying to keep his composure and navigate through those innings. But sometimes, it goes like that."
The 27-year-old right-hander had thrown just 74 pitches over 31/3 innings -- both season lows. Soroka struggled to locate his slurve; just 21 percent of his breaking balls were in the strike zone. But the ultimate reason for the short leash was obvious.
Soroka and closer Kyle Finnegan, who are on expiring contracts, are the players on the Nationals' roster who are most likely to be dealt ahead of Thursday's trade deadline. Others could be moved, too, such as veteran hitters Josh Bell and Nathaniel Lowe or outfielders Alex Call and Jacob Young. Any reliever on a one-year deal could be had for the right price, too. And then there's ace left-hander MacKenzie Gore. But Soroka and Finnegan would net notable returns, given their track records and contenders' needs for reliable arms.
"A little bit," Soroka said when asked whether he has thought about the trade deadline. "Dealing with stuff like this, the velocity I'm trying to find, has kept me in the day to day. Worry about what I can do today to be better for tomorrow."
Soroka is at 811/3 innings, the most he has thrown since his 2019 all-star rookie season with Atlanta. His velocity has steadily fallen in recent outings. His fastball topped out 92.8 mph Tuesday; his season average is 93.7 mph.
In the first inning, he hit his MLB-leading 14th batter -- Christian Walker -- with two outs. Cam Smith hit a double down the right field line to give Houston an early lead. Luis Garcia Jr. hit a changeup at his shins in the third inning for a two-run homer that put Washington (44-63) ahead.
"When I made contact with it, I didn't think it was going to be a good ball, but when I was seeing it fly, I saw that I'd made good contact with it," Garcia said through an interpreter.

Luis Garcia Jr., right, put the Nationals ahead with a third-inning homer. (Troy Taormina/Imagn Images) 


In the fourth, Diaz tied the score. After Soroka exited, the Astros (61-47) teed off on Andry Lara to snap a five-game skid. Cooper Hummel hit an RBI single in the fifth to give Houston a 3-2 lead. One inning later, Jose Altuve had one of his own before Walker added a two-run single to blow the game open.
The Nationals' young bats performed well in the later innings. James Wood, mired in a post-all-star-break slump, had an RBI single in the seventh but struck out three times. Daylen Lile added an RBI double in the eighth. And CJ Abrams went 3 for 4 with three stolen bases.
"Obviously I wish I could have extended a little bit further and we didn't need to get the bullpen in there as early," Soroka said. "That's on me to be able to ... be crisper early and not let them rack up so many pitches."
The Nationals signed Soroka to a one-year, $9 million deal this offseason and offered a shot at redemption. Last year with the Chicago White Sox, he found success as a reliever by altering his pitch mix and delivery. The Nationals gave him a chance to start again and apply what he learned.
Soroka's time with Washington started off rocky: He suffered right bicep cramps during his first start in Toronto and missed more than a month. And his results have been mixed. He has a 4.87 ERA in 16 starts but also has allowed 1.13 walks and hits per inning pitched (WHIP) -- his best figure since 2019. His breaking ball has been effective, but his fastball velocity has been concerning recently.
On the surface, Soroka doesn't have the sort of numbers that contenders would covet. But his expected stats (including a .217 expected opponent batting average and a 3.25 expected ERA) suggest he would benefit from having a better defense behind him. If he's moved, Soroka is likely to be a back-of-the-rotation arm who could be a long reliever in the playoffs. If he's moved, Washington would benefit from turning a bounce-back candidate into a young, controllable player who could contribute down the line.
"Wherever it may be, point at the mound -- I'll go throw," Soroka said. "The Nationals have done really well by me. It's been fun, and whatever happens, happens. But it's a good place, a lot of good guys. Ready for whatever comes next."

(David J. Phillip/AP)


Note: Dylan Crews played four innings in right field for Class AAA Rochester, his first rehab appearance since he suffered an oblique strain May 20. He grounded out in his first at-bat and was hit by a pitch in his second trip to the plate but remained in the game and came around to score.
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Religion
A Catholic AI app promises answers for the faithful. Can it succeed?
It's like ChatGPT for Catholicism, but the only sources in this large language model are 27,000 documents connected to the church.

(Roberts Ruran/For The Washington Post)


By Ben Brasch | 2025-07-31
For centuries, Catholics have sought divine wisdom from prayer, sacred texts and the writing of theologians. Now, a tech firm wants the faithful to get additional counsel from an AI chatbot.
Behold: Magisterium AI.
Think of it as ChatGPT for Catholicism, an opportunity to ask a chatbot questions about the faith instead of a human. But the only sources in this large language model are 27,000 documents connected to the church, which has been reckoning with the effects of artificial intelligence on humanity. The company behind Magisterium AI, Longbeard, claims up to 100,000 monthly users and proclaims its mission on its homepage in huge font: "We're building Catholic AI."
Longbeard founder Matthew Harvey Sanders -- himself a believer in both AI and Catholicism -- says Magisterium AI and other Catholic AI bots give people a new avenue to understand the faith's basics and its more arcane principles. But others argue that the cold technology of AI ruins what they view as the beautiful wrestling match of meaning-making, either in a community or inwardly. And some ethicists worry that an AI platform dedicated to a single religion further fragments an already divided world.
Pope Leo XIV has emphasized in his early papacy that artificial intelligence, specifically generative AI -- which creates text, images and video from nothing -- could harm human dignity.
"In the end, authentic wisdom has more to do with recognizing the true meaning of life, than with the availability of data," Pope Leo said at an AI conference last month.
But some Catholic leaders have expressed cautious optimism that AI could serve the church. Maryland's bishops wrote last month in an open letter that while they have concerns about artificial intelligence, they also believe it could contribute to the common good.
"Like the printing press, radio or the internet, AI is a tool and tools can be directed toward holiness, healing and human development," the bishops wrote.
Longbeard has been tied to the Catholic Church almost since the company's beginning. One of its first notable jobs after launching as a technology and design agency in 2015 was overhauling the IT of the Vatican's migrant and refugee office.
Then the Pontifical Oriental Institute, a university in Rome focused on Eastern Christianity, hired Longbeard to make its library available online. Sanders realized his company could turn all those freshly digitized words into a large language model and then an AI chatbot.
More general AI interfaces, like ChatGPT, already existed. But Sanders said those bots sometimes offered incorrect answers on the Catholic faith.
"Leading one person astray is not acceptable," he said.
The company trained the AI on church canon and what it considers to be seminal Catholic texts, including "Confessions" by Augustine of Hippo, "Summa Theologica" by Thomas Aquinas and "The Writings of Justin Martyr." The library that makes up the knowledge base grows almost daily as developers update it with new church writings and recently uploaded older texts.
"It's the popes from the past and the popes of today speaking through the AI," Sanders said.
Two priest-led advisory panels guide Magisterium AI -- a scholarly board of eight people who decide what documents to include and a product board of 12 people. (Their memberships are not public, and Sanders declined to name them all.)
Magisterium AI, which launched in 2023, has been most popular among educators and clergy who use it to write homilies, Sanders said. Sometimes high school students register for free accounts. He said fewer than 1,000 users pay $8.99 per month or $79 per year for an upgraded plan that allows them more searches. The AI was also recently embedded into Hallow, a popular Christian prayer app, giving more users a direct way to engage with the chatbot.
Sanders agrees with Pope Leo that AI has downsides. He said the lives of young people are now mediated through technology, which makes them particularly vulnerable to believing incorrect information from the AI or starting to think the chatbot is a person.
"Human relationships can be painful and messy, and AI being optimized to reduce that friction can be attractive," Sanders said.
But artificial intelligence will continue to develop, regardless of its pitfalls, Sanders said. The church can either help that happen ethically or be left behind.
"If the church doesn't step in when people are on the edge of this cliff and offer her hand ... a lot of people will go straight off that cliff," Sanders said.
Attempts to build Catholic artificial intelligence have sometimes gone poorly.
Last year, the apologetics website Catholic Answers created an AI chatbot named "Father Justin." The interface displayed a gray-bearded man wearing a cassock and collar.
When users asked it, the bot would offer absolution for their sins. It also told one journalist, incorrectly, that it was acceptable to baptize a baby with Gatorade in an emergency. Church doctrine requires that water be used -- not Gatorade -- to symbolize the purification of the Baptism ceremony.
Father Justin was defrocked the day after his debut and replaced with the character of a layperson.
That imperfect experiment demonstrated that there is a desire to get answers about religion without dealing with other people, said Brian Patrick Green, director of technology ethics at Santa Clara University's Markkula Center for Applied Ethics.
"Some people feel very uncomfortable talking about these existential issues with another human being," said Green, a member of the AI Research Group of the Vatican's Dicastery for Culture and Education. "It would be nice if we could all talk to each other about the deepest issues in our hearts, but some people have had bad experiences."
To Green, Magisterium AI is an example of using artificial intelligence the right way. The upsides, he said, include the bot's ability to translate answers into 50 languages, making it easier to spread the religion.
But Green said there are also challenges. If each religion creates its own AI chatbot, people are further atomized into their own technological bubbles. It can also be hard to make a technology that generates results that aren't stereotypical or exploitative.
"In this case, he has the whole burden of making a technology work and then making it consistent with his higher-level value system," Green said.
Cansu Canca, director of the Responsible AI Practice at Northeastern University, said it's hard to get reliable answers about religion from AI because the questions users pose are subjective. For instance, the simple answer to "Is lying a sin?" is yes, but many theologians argue that it's acceptable to lie to save someone's life.
Canca said AI chatbots recognize that she is a non-native English speaker and tailor responses accordingly. For an empirical answer, that's less of a problem. But for matters of religion, she said, it raises the question: "Are you being led to another path that is different from the one I am seeing?"
The advantage of Magisterium AI, Canca said, is it gives people a chance to learn a lot without having to read 27,000 documents. But that comes with risks.
"That might allow us to develop more curiosity, but 'might' is the big word there, because we are not clear on generative AI's impact on our curiosity and creative thinking," she said. " ... If we tend to delegate the things that make us uniquely human, that takes us to a dangerous path."
James Keenan, a moral theologian and theology professor at Boston College, said people also have to be willing to engage with life's nuances to derive deep meaning from religion. AI, he said, skips that step.
"Sometimes Catholics want to mute the complexity or subdue it," he said. "I think you have to enter into the complexity."
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Asia
China is betting on a real-world use of AI to challenge U.S. control
Vying to control the future of artificial intelligence, Beijing is pushing the application of AI while the U.S. focuses on developing cutting-edge models.

Robots are on display Monday at the World Artificial Intelligence Conference in Shanghai. (Alex Plavevski/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Katrina Northrop | 2025-07-31
SHANGHAI -- As the United States and China vie for control over the future of artificial intelligence, Beijing has embarked on an all-out drive to transform the technology from a remote concept to a newfangled reality, with applications on factory floors and in hospitals and government offices.
China does not have access to the most advanced chips required to power cutting-edge models due to restrictions from Washington and is still largely playing catch-up with Silicon Valley giants like OpenAI. But experts say Beijing is pursuing an alternative playbook in an attempt to bridge the gap: aggressively pushing for the adoption of AI across the government and private sector. (The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.)
"In China, there's definitely stronger government support for applications and a clear mandate from the central government to diffuse the technology through society," said Scott Singer, an expert on China's AI sector at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. By contrast, the U.S. has been more focused on developing the most advanced AI models while "the application layer has been totally ignored," he said.
China's push was on full display in Shanghai at its World Artificial Intelligence Conference, which ran until Tuesday. Themed "Global Solidarity in the AI Era," the expo is one part of Beijing's bid to establish itself as a responsible AI leader for the international community. This pitch was bolstered by the presence of international heavyweights like Eric Schmidt, former CEO of Google, and Geoffrey Hinton, a renowned AI researcher often called the "Godfather of AI."

Washington Post China correspondent Katrina Northrop reported from the World Artificial Intelligence Conference on July 26.


During the event, Beijing announced an international organization for AI regulation and a 13-point action plan aimed at fostering global cooperation to ensure the technology's beneficial and responsible development.
"China attaches great importance to global AI governance," Li Qiang, China's premier, said at the opening ceremony on Saturday.
It "is willing to share its AI development experience and technological products to help countries around the world -- especially those in the Global South," he said, according to an official readout.
Just last week, President Donald Trump announced a competing plan in a bid to boost American AI competitiveness by reducing regulation and promoting global exports of U.S. AI technology.
Washington has moved in recent years to restrict China's access to chips necessary for AI development, in part due to concerns about potential military applications of such models and degrading U.S. tech leadership.
The Trump administration's approach to chip policy, however, has been mixed. Earlier this month, the White House reversed a previous ban on specific AI chips made by U.S. tech giant Nvidia being exported to China. This shift occurred amid trade negotiations between the world's two largest economies, which have been locked in an escalating tariff and export control war since Trump returned to the Oval Office earlier this year.
There was nothing but excitement about AI in the vast expo center in Shanghai's skyscraper-rich Pudong district, where crowds entered gates controlled by facial recognition. Inside, thousands of attendees listened to panels stacked with Chinese government officials, entrepreneurs and international researchers, or watched demonstrations on using AI to create video games, control robotic movements and respond in real time to conversations via smartglasses.

A view through giant AI-powered smartglasses, which were on display at the conference in Shanghai. (Alex Plavevski/EPA/Shutterstock)


Chinese giants like Huawei and Alibaba and newer Chinese tech darlings like Unitree Robotics were there. DeepSeek was not present, but its name was spoken everywhere.
The Hangzhou-based upstart has been at the forefront of Beijing's attempt to push the government use of AI since it released a chatbot model in January, prompting a global craze and driving home China's rapid AI advances.
DeepSeek has been put to work over the last six months on a wide variety of government tasks.
Procurement documents show military hospitals in Shaanxi and Guangxi provinces specifically requesting DeepSeek to build online consultation and health record systems. Local government websites describe state organs using DeepSeek for things like diverting calls from the public and streamlining police work.
DeepSeek helps "quickly discover case clues and predict crime trends," which "greatly improves the accuracy and timeliness of crime fighting," a city government in China's Inner Mongolia region explained in a February social media post.
Anti-corruption investigations -- long a priority for Chinese leader Xi Jinping -- are another frequent DeepSeek application, in which models are deployed to comb through dry spreadsheets to find suspicious irregularities. In April, China's main anti-graft agency even included a book called "Efficiently Using DeepSeek" on its official book recommendation list.
China's new AI action plan underscores this push, declaring that the "public sector should take the lead in deploying applications" by embedding AI in education, transportation and health care. It also emphasizes a mandate to use AI "to empower the real economy" and praises open-source models -- which are more easily shared -- as an egalitarian method of AI development.
Alfred Wu, an expert on China's public governance at the National University of Singapore, said Beijing has disseminated a "top-down" directive to local governments to use AI.
This is motivated, Wu said, by a desire to improve China's AI prowess amid a fierce rivalry with Washington by providing models access to vast stores of government data.

A robot by Digit is transported during the conference. (Hector Retamal/AFP/Getty Images)


But not everyone is convinced that China has the winning hand, even as it attempts to push AI application nationwide.
For one, China's sluggish economy will impact the AI industry's ability to grow and access funding, said Singer, who was attending the conference. Beijing has struggled to manage persistent deflation and a property crisis, which has taken a toll on the finances of many families across the country.
"So much of China's AI policy is shaped by the state of the economy. The economy has been struggling for a few years now, and applications are one way of catalyzing much-needed growth," he said. "The venture capital ecosystem in AI in China has gone dry."
Others point out that local governments trumpeting their usage of DeepSeek is more about signaling than real technology uptake.
Shen Yang, a professor at Tsinghua University's school of artificial intelligence, said DeepSeek is not being used at scale in anti-corruption work, for example, because the cases involve sensitive information and deploying new tools in these investigations requires long and complex approval processes.
He also pointed out that AI is still a developing technology with lots of kinks. "AI hallucinations still exist," he said, using a term for the technology's generation of false or misleading information. "If it's wrong, who takes responsibility?"
These concerns, however, felt far away in the expo's humming hallways.
At one booth, Carter Hou, the co-founder of Halliday, a smartglasses company, explained how the lenses project a tiny black screen at the top of a user's field of vision. The screen can provide translation, recordings and summaries of any conversation, and even deploy "proactive AI," which anticipates questions based on a user's interactions and provides information preemptively.
"For example, if you ask me a difficult question that is fact related," Hou said, wearing the trendy black frames, "all I need to do is look at it and use that information and pretend I'm a very knowledgeable person."
Asked about the event's geopolitical backdrop, Hou said he was eager to steer clear of diplomatic third rails.
"People talk a lot about the differences between the United States and China," he said. "But I try to stay out of it as much as possible, because all we want to do is just to build good products for our customers. That's what we think is most important."
Kiki Lei, a Shanghai resident who started an AI video company and attended the conference on Sunday, seemed to agree with this goal. She said that Chinese AI products are easier to use than U.S. products because companies here really "know how to create new applications" and excel at catering to, and learning from, the large pool of Chinese technology users.
Robots, perhaps the most obvious application of AI in the real world, were everywhere at the conference -- on model factory floors and in convenience stores retrieving soda cans, shaking disbelieving kids' hands, or just roaming the packed halls.
At the booth for ModelBest, another Beijing-based AI start-up, a young student from China's prestigious Tsinghua University, who was interning at the company, demonstrated how a robot could engage with its surroundings -- and charm its human interlocutors.
Looking directly at the student, the robot described his nondescript clothing. "The outfit is both stylish and elegant," the robot continued. "You have a confident and friendly demeanor, which makes you very attractive."
Pei-Lin Wu in Taiwan contributed to this report.
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Asia
China summons Nvidia over backdoor security concerns with AI chips
The cyberspace regulator in Beijing said it questioned Nvidia over its H20 chips, which Washington only recently allowed to resume being exported to China.

China's cyberspace regulator said it was concerned that Nvidia's H20 chips had backdoor security vulnerabilities and asked company representatives to explain. (Tyrone Siu/Reuters)


By Kelly Kasulis Cho, Rudy Lu, Lyric Li | 2025-07-31
China's cyberspace regulator said Thursday that it had summoned representatives of U.S. tech giant Nvidia to explain alleged security vulnerability risks involving its highly sought-after H20 artificial intelligence chips.
This comes barely two weeks after the Trump administration suddenly reversed its ban and allowed the Silicon Valley company to resume exports of the chips to China, part of broader de-escalation ahead of trade talks.
"Recently, Nvidia's computing chips were revealed to have serious security issues," the Cyberspace Administration of China said in a statement. The agency specifically took concern with "tracking and positioning functions" in H20 chips, which it said U.S. lawmakers have called for in advanced chips that are exported, as well as "remote shutdown" technologies.
The Chip Security Act was introduced in the House and the Senate in May. If passed, it would require AI chips under export restrictions to carry location-tracking systems to help detect diversion or other unauthorized use, a measure aimed particularly at China.
The Cyberspace Administration of China said on Thursday it had asked Nvidia for "an explanation regarding the security risks of vulnerabilities and back doors" of H20 chips and requested the multinational tech company to submit "relevant supporting materials."
China's Ministry of State Security recently warned of "time bomb" espionage threats posed by foreign chips with backdoors. 
"Backdoors could have been intentionally embedded -- in the design and manufacturing stage -- in some chips, smart devices, and software produced abroad, allowing the manufacturers to control devices remotely with particular signals, including automatically turning on camera and microphone, or ordering automatic collection of specific data in the background and sending it back," it said in a July 21 social media post.
Nvidia did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The U.S. Commerce Department restricted Nvidia from selling the chips to China in April, saying the move was intended to safeguard "national and economic security." At the time, Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts) warned that H20 exports would allow China to build "more cutting-edge data centers," causing the United States to fall behind.
But the Trump administration reversed course earlier this month and allowed Nvidia to resume exporting the H20 chips to China.
H20 chips, or H20 graphic processing units, are used to build and update a range of AI systems. Nvidia specifically designed them for the Chinese market and to comply with U.S. export controls.
Explaining the decision, Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick said on CNBC that the administration changed course because the H20 chip wasn't among Nvidia's most cutting-edge technology, and it wanted China to still be "addicted" to using the American technology ecosystem.
This was an argument promoted by Jensen Huang, Nvidia's chief executive, when he visited President Donald Trump in the White House earlier this month, before departing for Beijing.
Democratic lawmakers have sharply criticized the "abrupt and inexplicable decision to reverse course and allow the sale of certain advanced semiconductors," reflecting concerns within both parties about longer-term security ramifications.
Nvidia, which became the first publicly traded company to close at a $4 trillion market capitalization this month, makes chips necessary to train the most advanced AI models.
China, home to a slew of leading artificial intelligence firms and a rich ecosystem of developers, is an important market for the firm: About 13 percent of Nvidia's revenue came from China last year, according to company filings.
But Nvidia's business in China has spurred concern in Washington, where some are concerned that selling chips to China could be helping Beijing's military and could degrade the U.S.'s position in global high-tech competition.
Asked Thursday if China was concerned the questioning of Nvidia representatives could cast a shadow over trade talks, Ministry of Commerce spokesman He Yadong said: "I have no information to offer."
Eva Dou and Katrina Northrop contributed to this report.
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Business
NYC mass killing raises new security concerns for corporate America 
Security experts say large businesses may look to fortify their offices by adopting tools and protocols already in place at many schools and houses of worship.

Police work the scene Tuesday after a mass killing in Midtown Manhattan. (Timothy A. Clary/AFP/Getty Images)


By Shannon Najmabadi, Margot Amouyal, Aaron Gregg | 2025-07-30
A mass killing at a Midtown Manhattan office tower this week has raised new security concerns for American corporations -- many still rattled by the targeted killing of a health care CEO in December and the rising specter of violence reaching their doors, even in bustling and seemingly safe business districts.
Though many corporations already have beefed-up protections for leadership, some security consultants expect they will move to further fortify their office buildings, kitting them out not just with key cards and turnstiles but adopting protocols commonly found at schools, houses of worship and other places that have faced similar attacks.
Requests for corporate risk assessments have soared since UnitedHealthcare chief executive Brian Thompson was gunned down late last year, said Glen Kucera, president of enhanced protection services at Allied Universal, a security firm with a global workforce of 800,000. Companies such as Intel and Lockheed Martin are earmarking hundreds of thousands of dollars for executive security, and firms are tracking social media for "aggressive rhetoric" that could lead to violence.
There's been a "sea change" since Thompson was killed while making his way to an investor conference at a Midtown Manhattan hotel late last year, said John Torres of the global consultancy Guidepost Solutions. "We've been getting calls nonstop."
Kucera said Allied received more requests for risk assessments in the six months after Thompson's slaying than in the preceding five years combined. The assessments examine social media, office buildings and other factors to gauge the likelihood of violence against employees.
About half of Fortune 500 companies provided security details for C-suite executives in May, compared with roughly 20 percent last year, Kucera said. A separate analysis of 208 companies in the S&P 500 found that 31.3 percent of them provided security benefits as part of executive compensation packages, up from 24.5 percent in 2023 and 23.1 percent in 2022, according to the research firm Equilar.
Some industry observers said there's more that corporations can do to protect their workforces from unexpected and seemingly random attacks, such as installing panic buttons or weapons-detection technology.
"We're badging people in -- we're not searching their bags, they're not going through metal detectors," said Amanda DeAlmeida with Building Security Services, a firm that provides guards for more than 100 properties across New York and New Jersey. They mostly act as concierges in the office buildings they serve, she said.
"Unfortunately, if we're not armed, there's only so much that the guards can do," DeAlmeida added. In the event of an attack, they will follow active-shooter protocols, she said, but without access to panic buttons, loudspeakers or other tools, it's "a lot more difficult" to alert tenants to danger.
Monday's attack follows a spate of violent or politically motivated incidents involving major corporate brands: a Tesla Cybertruck explosion in front of the Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas, reports of molotov cocktails and gunfire at Tesla lots across the country, and a stabbing attack that injured 11 people at a Michigan Walmart.
About 28 percent of public mass shootings -- those that weren't at private residences -- took place in a workplace, according to a 2023 National Institute of Justice report that synthesized findings from dozens of publications and research projects. An additional 13 percent occurred in retail establishments.

This image from surveillance video shows Shane Tamura outside a Manhattan office building on Monday. (AP)


The gunman in Monday's shooting, whom police identified as 27-year-old Shane Tamura of Las Vegas, double parked and entered the lobby of 345 Park Ave. with an AR-style rifle just before 6:30 p.m., according to New York City Police Commissioner Jessica S. Tisch.
He opened fire, killing off-duty police officer Didarul Islam, who was providing security for the building, and proceeded to spray the lobby with bullets, Tisch said. Also killed were Blackstone executive Wesley LePatner as she tried to find cover behind a pillar, and guard Aland Etienne, who was shot behind his security desk. Tamura then boarded an elevator -- allowing a woman to get off unharmed -- and rode it to the 33rd floor, where he killed Rudin Management employee Julia Hyman before shooting himself, authorities said.
Some tenants had time to barricade themselves inside their offices during the attack; employees at private-equity firm Blackstone stacked gray sofas against a door, according to an image circulating on social media and confirmed by the firm.
New York Mayor Eric Adams said in television interviews that Tamura appeared to be targeting offices of the National Football League but took the wrong elevator, arriving at a floor where Rudin Management, a real estate firm and the building manager, has an office. A note found in Tamura's wallet, Adams said, mentioned chronic traumatic encephalopathy, or CTE, a degenerative brain disease that the football league has been grappling with for years.
The NFL did not respond to a request for comment. In a memo to staff, Commissioner Roger Goodell wrote that an NFL employee was seriously injured in the attack and was in a hospital in stable condition as of Tuesday.
Executives at Rudin Management could not be reached by phone or email.

Flowers were placed outside the Manhattan office building where four people were shot and killed this week. (Stephanie Keith/Getty Images)


While most large companies and office towers have some form of security in place, the level varies based on factors including how high-profile or controversial the firm is, said Fred Burton, executive director of protective intelligence for Ontic,a security technology company.
Companies weigh considerations such as how many people "harbor some degree of hate and discontent against your CEO or the industry that you're with," he said. "Are you doing work for the -- air quote -- the 'industrial war machine?'"
An increasingly polarized political climate has only heightened those concerns, as protests over the Gaza war, immigration policies and other matters have spilled onto streets and college campuses and led to company boycotts, some industry observers said.
"It only takes one person to turn around and say, oh, this company is led by someone whose politics they don't like. And they're going to try to get in there and make a statement," said Torres, Guidepost Solutions' president of security and technology consulting.
New York police have said Luigi Mangione was motivated by animus toward America's health care system when he allegedly shot and killed Thompson on Dec. 4. Before his death, the UnitedHealthcare executive voiced concerns that the company had an image problem.
Some corporations are being more proactive about security, recognizing the risk of not taking safety seriously, other industry observers said.
"Litigation is, unfortunately, the fallout of poor security or at least perceived poor security," said Ken Wheatley, a former chief security officer for Sony Electronics' global operations who has testified as an expert witness in premise liability and negligent security lawsuits.
Corporate security spending has jumped precipitously, business filings show.
The technology giant Intel spent $248,900 on the "incremental cost of residential security" for former CEO Patrick Gelsinger in 2024, compared with $1,500 spent on his residential security in 2023, and $1,700 in 2022, company records show. Gelsinger, who stepped down Dec. 1, 2024, also had a car and security-trained driver.
Lockheed Martin said it "enhanced" security measures for its senior executives in 2024 to ensure their safety, though there had been risks "for well over a decade," according to a May report. The aerospace and defense company spent $1,194,805 on security for CEO James Taiclet alone that year.
Several health care companies made significant investments in security last year. Pharmaceutical giant Merck spent $81,242 installing and maintaining residential, travel and home security for CEO Robert Davis in 2024, compared with $11,824 in 2023, and $6,689 in 2022, filings show.
And Centene Corporation said it spent $69,133 on personal security for CEO Sarah London last year, records show. The company, which offers managed health care products and services primarily for Medicaid and Medicare beneficiaries, began to pay personal security costs for some executive officers in December.
UnitedHealth, where Thompson worked, spent $253,827 on executive security for CFO John Rex in 2024, and $926,989 for Heather Cianfrocco, another executive, filings show. Records did not include a breakdown for executive security in 2023.
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National
A place of deep loss draws Texas lawmakers for testimony on deadly floods
The hearing Thursday in hard-hit Kerr County is the public's first chance to speak directly to legislators. "We have every right to be angry," one woman says.

A cross stands on the banks of the Guadalupe River in front of Camp Mystic, where 27 girls, two counselors and the Christian camp's longtime director died in catastrophic flooding. (Brenda Bazan/For The Washington Post)


By Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2025-07-31
KERRVILLE, Texas -- The community most devastated by the Texas Hill Country's historic Fourth of July floods is the backdrop Thursday for a special legislative field hearing, with hours of testimony likely to swing from local officials' and scientific experts' assessments of the deadly tragedy to survivors' accounts of losing homes and loved ones.
The hearing by two select committees of state lawmakers follows their first meeting last week in Austin as part of an issue-packed special session called by Gov. Greg Abbott (R). Testimony there was by invitation only, with public comment online, and focused primarily on how the disaster unfolded and the state responded.
What's happening Thursday in Kerr County -- where 108 people died, including at least 37 children, in a raging Guadalupe River -- is different. The live-streamed gathering includes five panels of 25 invited witnesses, starting with city and county officials, then their counterparts from several surrounding counties, plus the state climatologist and engineering, water and mental health experts.
Members of the public who register to testify are not slated to start speaking until after those panels conclude and will be limited to three minutes each. The July 23 hearing, which included 16 invited witnesses, lasted 12 hours and ended just before 9 p.m.
Here's what to know:
The newly created committees convened midmorning at the Hill Country Youth Event Center, which has been serving as an emergency operations center. Each includes nine members, appointed by the leaders of the Texas House and Senate. Their charge is to investigate the floods, although neither can propose or vote on legislation.
At the first hearing, committee members explored potential improvements along the region's rivers and praised local control -- a hallmark of red-state politics. But they went on to blame the Upper Guadalupe River Authority, a local board appointed by Abbott, for refusing to raise taxes to fund improved flood-warning systems.
"This is going to be a tough set of hearings," Rep. Ken King (R), chair of the House committee, noted last week. "Very emotional. A lot of people want to be heard."
They include Ashlee Wilson, 38, who lost her farm and a half-dozen neighbors in the Leander area, north of Austin.
Wilson rose before dawn to drive the more than two hours to Kerrville and was among the first to register to speak. She faults officials in Travis County -- among those appearing Thursday -- for not recognizing the emergency and accepting outside help.
"We have every right to be angry," she said, vowing to wait all day, if necessary, to testify before the legislators. "I brought snacks."
Ann Carr, who lives in the Kerr County town of Ingram and owns a cleaning business, arranged to take a day off work to press state lawmakers about their priorities. In a cavernous room crowded with several hundred people, she cornered Sen. Pete Flores before testimony got underway and demanded that he and his colleagues spend some of Texas's $28 billion rainy day fund on flood recovery.
"I'm fired up," said Carr, 61. "I told him, 'Don't abandon our county.'"

A law enforcement officer prays before the joint legislative hearing gets underway Thursday in Kerrville. (Scott Stephen Ball/For The Washington Post)


At least 137 people perished in the floods, and searches continue this week for three whose bodies have yet to be recovered.
One is 8-year-old Cile Steward of Austin, "a courageous, funny, plucky force of nature," according to a GoFundMe page established by friends of her family. Cile had been attending Camp Mystic when she was swept away with 27 other young girls. Two counselors and longtime camp director Dick Eastland also died.
Another is Jeff Ramsey, 61, a Dallas-area insurance salesman who was vacationing at an RV park and campground in Ingram that the flooding destroyed. His wife's body was identified several days later.
In neighboring Burnet County, about 75 miles northeast of Kerrville, Marble Falls Volunteer Fire Chief Michael Phillips also remains missing. His community held a memorial service at the Marble Falls High School on Tuesday, extolling the longtime veteran of the force for his dedication and leadership.
In the town of Hunt near Camp Mystic, moldering debris is piled along the highway. Dead brown cypress trees, toppled by the massive surge of water, line the Guadalupe's banks.
Rebuilding has yet to begin. Many homes and the Hunt Store at the center of town have been gutted, but demolition crews are still at work on others.
Near the store, a welder living in a donated trailer worried Wednesday that he won't be able to salvage flood-damaged equipment. Across the street, a man wondered how to apply for federal assistance to repair his riverfront house.

In Kerrville, a memorial fence erected this month honors the flood victims. (Scott Stephen Ball/For The Washington Post)


The governor and lawmakers have proposed more than a dozen flood-related measures, though it's still unclear how willing the Republican-controlled legislature will be to fund them.
Abbott's targets include improving early-warning systems and bolstering emergency communications in vulnerable areas of the state, as well as relief funding for the hardest-hit counties. Lawmakers have filed bills that address those and other issues, such as tougher building standards for youth camps near floodplains and the creation of a real-time emergency communications system for all of Texas.
Emergency communications upgrades are a priority, Abbott has said, noting that capabilities in many locations throughout the Hill Country are nearly nonexistent.
"We must fix this," he posted on X, with a clip from his recent interview with Spectrum News. "We must strengthen emergency communications and improve early-warning systems."
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National
Teacher charged in killing of couple hiking with daughters in Arkansas park
James Andrew McGann was arrested Wednesday, after the killings of Clinton David Brink and Cristen Amanda Brink at Devil's Den State Park sparked a days-long manhunt. 

A trailhead at Devil's Den State Park in West Fork, Arkansas, remained closed on Monday. (Michael Woods/AP) 


By Victoria Bisset | 2025-07-31
Police in Arkansas have arrested a schoolteacher over the killing of a married couple hiking with their two children at Devil's Den State Park on Saturday.
State police arrested James Andrew McGann, 28, at a barbershop in Springdale on Wednesday afternoon, Arkansas State Police said Wednesday, following a days-long search and an "overwhelming" response from the public, who sent in tips from across the country.
Clinton David Brink, 43, and Cristen Amanda Brink, 41, were "fatally attacked" while hiking with their 7- and 9-year-old daughters in the 2,500-acre park, police said, adding that the children were not injured and were being looked after by relatives.
State police received reports of a double homicide at Devil's Den State Park at around 2:40 p.m. on Saturday and found the couple's bodies on a walking trail.
"The park is located in a remote and rural area, where the terrain is rugged, vegetation is thick and there is no cellphone service," police said at the time. All trails have been closed since.
Following the killings, authorities asked any park visitors or local residents to check photos or videos from their cellphones and GoPros or security footage for images of the suspect, and later released a composite sketch and then a photo, taken from behind, of a man dressed in black.
Maj. Stacie Rhoads, from Arkansas State Police, said video footage the public had sent had been "instrumental" in helping them identify the suspect. She added that police were still investigating the motive behind the attack but confirmed that McGann had recently moved to the area and got a job with a local school.
Springdale School District Superintendent Jared Cleveland confirmed in an email Thursday that McGann was hired as a teacher candidate for the forthcoming school year, but added that he had not yet begun working with the district. "This individual has not at any time come into contact with Springdale students or the families we serve," Cleveland wrote.
McGann was previously a teacher in Oklahoma, the Associated Press reported, citing a statement from the Sand Springs Public Schools District. McGann was listed as a fifth-grade teacher on the website of a fine arts school in the district. He previously taught in the Broken Arrow Public Schools District, local media reported.
McGann is charged with two counts of capital murder and could face the death penalty or life in prison without parole if convicted. It is unclear if McGann has a lawyer.
The Brink family had recently moved to Prairie Grove, according to the city's mayor, David Faulk, who said their water service had just connected 10 days before the killings.
"Clinton and Cristen died heroes, protecting their little girls and they deserve justice," the couple's family said in a statement. "They will forever live on in all of our hearts."
Clinton Brink was due to start working as a milk delivery driver Monday in the nearby area of Fayetteville, his employer, Hiland Dairy, told the AP. His wife, Cristen Brink, was a licensed nurse in South Dakota.
Arkansas State Police director Col. Mike Hagar thanked local, state and federal law enforcement agencies for their work in the case. "Because of their hard work and investigative skill, we were able to take a monster off the streets, and bring relief to Clinton and Cristen's precious girls and to the rest of the citizens of Arkansas," he said at the news conference Wednesday.
"No news can heal the enormous harm done to the Brink family in last weekend's crime, but this announcement is a comfort and reassurance for our state," Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders (R) said.
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Investigations
The Post exposed this farmer's struggle. Then the USDA called.
JJ Ficken signed up for a federal grant along with 140 other farmers across the country. In January, Trump froze the funding, upending many of their lives.

JJ Ficken plants corn with his son, Henry, in Kirk, Colorado. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By John Woodrow Cox, Sarah Blaskey | 2025-07-31
He had begun to doubt the call would ever come, but as JJ Ficken arrived one afternoon last month at a meeting for the local farming cooperative in eastern Colorado, his phone buzzed. An acronym he knew well appeared on the screen: "USDA."
JJ's heart thudded in his ears.
Four days earlier, The Washington Post had published a story about a federal grant program that promised JJ $200,000, spread across two years, to cover the cost of a seasonal farmhand from Latin America. In January, President Donald Trump suspended billions in agriculture funding, and even when a court ordered the money unfrozen, it was disbursed at a trickle, leaving desperate farmers fearful the administration would kill the program before it reimbursed them. JJ, 37, endured months of uncertainty as he took on tens of thousands of dollars in debt to bring in a 24-year-old stranger from Guatemala.
Now, in the phone call on June 25, an empathetic staffer from the U.S. Agriculture Department told him that, after The Post's story, she had been directed to pay him as fast as possible. "She was told to get it done," he said, and two days later, the first $100,000 appeared in his bank account.
JJ realized he'd been prioritized, and he worried for the dozens of other farmers in the program who had also waited weeks or months to receive critical reimbursements. Now, in the aftermath of The Post's story, the Agriculture Department has moved to expedite all the payments.

JJ and Otto Vargas, a worker from Guatemala, talk at the dinner table. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The process has lagged, at least in part, because the Trump administration decimated the agency's workforce, reducing its staff by more than 15,000. Earlier this month, it began recruiting internal specialists to disburse the grant money more quickly, according to current and former department officials as well as records obtained by The Post.
"The program has been processing payments since May, and they will continue to be processed as required documents are reviewed and subsequently verified," an agency spokesperson told The Post in an emailed statement, acknowledging that it "has reallocated resources within the department" to assist the grant program.
The agency did not respond to questions about how many additional staff members were being brought on, the precise number of farmers waiting for their grant money or how quickly they would be paid.
The Agriculture Department unveiled the Farm Labor Stabilization and Protection Pilot Program in 2023 to address a critical shortage of labor and stem the flow of undocumented immigrants. With the grant, farms could bring on temporary foreign workers through the H-2A visa program and, in exchange, provide good working conditions. JJ signed up along with 140 other farmers across the country.
The Agriculture Department also declined to answer questions about the program's future or whether it might still be canceled, but the current and former agency officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they feared reprisal, said the decision to bring on additional staff suggests the grant will continue through 2026, as the government originally pledged. That would provide farmers the financial support to bring back foreign workers for a second season.
Because the grant was created under President Joe Biden, Trump's political appointees may never officially support it, according to a former agency official close to the program.
"They want to save face," the person said, so instead: "They're turning a blind eye to it."
The White House did not respond to specific questions about the program, but a spokesperson defended Trump.
"As President Trump has said, the USA will protect our farmers, and this President cares deeply about strengthening America's agriculture industry," Anna Kelly wrote in a statement. "After four years of regulatory uncertainty, trade imbalances, and radical environmental policies under Joe Biden, President Trump is already delivering relief by negotiating better trade deals, unleashing American energy, and cutting ten regulations for every new regulation. Less DC-centered bureaucracy means greater efficiency and better services for our farmers, and the USDA's reorganization will bring the federal workforce to the farmers they serve."
In Texas, Diana Padilla, who grows produce, said she's waited since March for the first half of her $400,000.
"It's killing us," she said.
With the promise of the grant and eight workers from Guatemala, Padilla and her husband expanded their vegetable crop from 2 acres to 15.
Floods destroyed much of what they planted, forcing Padilla, 61, to send the workers home early. Their salaries cost $5,000 a week, and the Padillas had already zeroed out their savings to cover $220,000 in expenses.
Her next planting season begins in September, but without the money she's owed, Padilla can't bring the workers back.
In March, Henry Bennett, a sixth-generation farmer from Delaware who helped organize an online chat group for farmers awarded the grant, wrote to the department arguing why Trump should back the program.
"The FLSP aligns with several key priorities of the current administration, including securing the domestic food supply, reducing illegal immigration, and increasing farmworker retention," the 35-year-old wrote, adding that, without the $100,000 grant, his family farm could face bankruptcy.
Torrential rains and extreme heat cost Bennett Orchards about a third of this year's blueberry harvest, exacerbating his anxiety.
Dozens of farmers The Post interviewed, including many who said they voted for Trump, have been confounded by his administration's unwillingness to endorse a program so popular among key constituents. Few threats to their livelihoods are more existential than the chronic labor shortage. At least a dozen American workers quit on Bennett before he turned to H-2A. Since 2008, Padilla estimated she'd lost nearly 50, costing her an average of $20,000 a year in wasted training.
They and many other farmers in the program have raved about their migrant workers, whom it was also designed to benefit and protect. H-2A laborers -- who can be hired only after the jobs are advertised to U.S. citizens -- have at times been abused and exploited by employers, but farmers in the program must agree to provide quality conditions and arrange for their workers to attend "know your rights and resources" training.
In April, the Agriculture Department canceled research that would measure whether the program helped farmers or curbed illegal immigration. In a letter to researchers, the agency alleged, without evidence, that their efforts supported "DEI," a reference to "diversity, equity and inclusion" initiatives that Trump's administration has sought to eradicate.
In June, Michael Marsh, president of the National Council of Agricultural Employers, asked the agency to reconsider, calling its decision an "error."
At the time the research was canceled, JJ didn't know what DEI stood for, much less what it had come to represent. He'd applied for the grant because it offered an opportunity that could transform his family's future in Kirk, Colorado, a town of 61. With the extra worker, and money to cover the added costs, JJ could handle more jobs and invest in his own equipment. Then Trump froze his funding and his American farmhand quit, and suddenly, for JJ to operate, the stranger from Guatemala had to work out.
Otto Vargas, who grew up on his father's 40-acre farm, had long prayed for a job in the United States. In Kirk, he said yes to every request and worked to learn the complex farming equipment that was nothing like what he'd operated back home. JJ, who covered Otto's rent on a tidy single-wide, invited him over for regular dinners with JJ's wife, Kassidee, and their two kids.

JJ and Otto use translation earbuds to communicate. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)



JJ discusses his farming equipment with Otto. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


JJ learned that Otto had applied for residency in the United States in 2023, the same year he married a neighbor from Guatemala who now lives legally in Rhode Island. Otto learned that JJ's life was complicated, too. Kassidee worked as a dental hygienist, and because their daughter, who is 7, had recently been diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes, the couple home-schooled both children. On Tuesdays, JJ looked after the kids by himself, towing them along while his wife worked at her clinic.
One day, on a long drive, Otto told him he wanted to get so good at his job that JJ could take Tuesdays off.
"I was blown away," JJ said.
They bonded over faith and family, hard work, and genuine interest in each other's cultures. On a road trip, JJ introduced Otto to banana splits from Dairy Queen, and on a late evening in the fields, Otto taught JJ how to say "feliz noche" -- "happy night."
The Post's story about them drew more than 5,100 comments, many dismissing JJ's struggles because he'd voted for Trump. One reader sent an anonymous letter to his home, asserting that the president's supporters "DESERVE EVERY BAD BREAK YOU GET."
He received notes of encouragement, too, from admirers in Minnesota and North Carolina and Hawaii.
"You are a hero for doing what you believe in, farming to feed us, taking care of your family, providing work for those who want it," one person wrote him. "I am NOT a Trump fan, but simply admire your grit."
For Otto's 25th birthday in June, JJ had intended to take him to a soccer match in Denver, but Otto asked to visit his wife in Rhode Island instead. Before he left, JJ gave him an extra $200 to take his wife on a date. Otto, eyes welling, resisted the offer, but JJ insisted.
Otto returned with gifts of Guatemalan alcohol (rum? JJ thought) and a pair of Nike baseball caps, one embroidered with JJ's name and the other with his son's.
Otto's most critical test came soon after, as hay baling season approached its peak. JJ owned two hay stackers, and without his American worker, Otto had to learn to manage one machine on his own. He did, and in a 15-day stretch, Otto worked 98 hours of overtime, earning nearly $4,000. He'd already begun to send money home.
Not everything has gone the way JJ hoped, because that's farming. One evening when the two men were working 90 miles east of Kirk, a hailstorm swept through town. Kassidee and the kids huddled in their basement as chunks of ice tore into their roof and mangled the corn JJ had planted.
With insurance, JJ figured he might break even, but the calamity didn't panic him. The first half of the grant money had arrived, and by then, he realized what he'd found in Otto.

JJ and Otto discuss the work ahead outside the Fickens' home. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Even if the Trump administration cancels the grant after Otto flies home in the fall, JJ has made up his mind about next year.
"I'll bring him back until he don't want to come no more," JJ said, "with or without the money."
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High Noon recalls vodka seltzers mislabeled as Celsius energy drinks
The Food and Drug Administration issued a recall notice warning that the sparkling blue razz flavor of the Astro Vibe energy drink may contain vodka.






The Food and Drug Administration headquarters in White Oak, Maryland. (Andrew Kelly/Reuters)


By Grace  Moon | 2025-07-31
Popular alcohol brand High Noon issued a voluntary recall of a batch of its variety 12-packs after discovering that some of them contained vodka seltzer mislabeled as Celsius energy drinks.
The Food and Drug Administration issued a recall notice Wednesday, warning that the sparkling blue razz flavor of the Astro Vibe energy drink may contain vodka and cause "unintentional alcohol ingestion." No illnesses or deaths have resulted so far from the mishap, it said.
Here's what to know about the recall.
	Two production lots of High Noon's beach-themed variety packs have been recalled. The beverages were shipped between July 21 and 23 to distributors in eight states: Florida, Michigan, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Virginia and Wisconsin.
	The recall was triggered after High Noon discovered that a can supplier shared by the two brands mistakenly sent empty Celsius cans that were mixed with High Noon cans before being filled with alcohol. (A spokesperson for High Noon, Krista Fontana, was unable to confirm the exact number of affected cans.)

	Consumers can check the lot code -- listed on the exterior of the pack -- to identify recalled High Noon packs. Mislabeled Celsius cans will have a silver lid instead of the customary black lid. Even if Celsius drinks are not purchased as part of a High Noon pack, consumers are advised to double-check the lot code.
	Consumers may contact High Noon Consumer Relations at consumerrelations@highnoonvodka.com to inquire about refunds.
	Celsius released its first energy drink in Sweden in 2009. In recent years, the energy drink has exploded in popularity among politicians, journalists and even House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) -- who maintains his own stash -- so much so that vending machines selling the drink have been installed in the Capitol basement.
	High Noon has quickly become one of America's favorite canned cocktails, following its 2019 debut. The California-based company's hard seltzers have an alcohol content of 4.5 percent ABV, irrespective of flavor.
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The Critique
In Gaza, pictures of hunger and history
Images of starving and malnourished children in Gaza enter the culture's visual archive of extraordinary suffering.

Yazan Abu Ful, a 2-year-old malnourished child, sits at his family home in the Shati refugee camp in Gaza City on July 23. (Jehad Alshrafi/AP)


By Robin Givhan | 2025-07-30
How does the world make sense of the images coming from Gaza? Where will they fit into history? The pictures didn't sneak up on anyone. They were inevitable.
For months people have known about the increasing hunger in the region. When the war there began after Hamas attacked Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, early news photographs showed anxious Palestinians clustered together with their pots and buckets and whatever container they had handy hoping to get a share of the sustenance delivered by aid workers. Donations of food have long been part of life in Gaza. The desperation in these pictures was palpable and worrisome.
Six months later there were warnings of "catastrophic" hunger. Those who delivered aid had come under fire. Observers saw the charred aftermath of an Israeli attack on a group of civilians working for World Central Kitchen. The humanitarian organization reported the deaths of seven members of the team that had been delivering food in Gaza. The Israel Defense Forces took responsibility for the attack. Their spokesman described the WCK mission as "noble" and offered condolences. Using the euphemisms of war, he called the killings an "incident."
In recent months, stories have documented how Palestinians have been killed as they were trying to access food through a delivery system that left them vulnerable to stampedes set off by their frantic neighbors and volleys of bullets from Israeli soldiers. These were stories of people dying of hunger. These were stories of people from hunger.
And now, this: "The worst-case scenario of famine is currently playing out in the Gaza Strip. Conflict and displacement have intensified, and access to food and other essential items and services has plummeted to unprecedented levels," read an alert this month from the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, which gauges food security and malnutrition around the globe.

A displaced Palestinian girl reacts as she receives lentil soup at a food distribution point in Gaza City on Friday. (Omar Al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


What people can now see over their morning coffee or afternoon salad are images of emaciated children, their skin stretched taut over their ribs, their arms seemingly as breakable as twigs. These images have been shocking. A more analytical assessment would suggest that the inevitable has finally become obvious despite Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's best efforts. He has encouraged people not to believe their own eyes by insisting "there is no starvation in Gaza." To suggest otherwise, he said, is "a bold face lie." He uttered these words as if to suggest that the people who were hungry and desperate for food have somehow found sustenance, despite the blockades, despite the lack of medical access, despite the shootings, and have returned to vigorous health. Would he have the world believe that all the babies in Gaza are round and plump? Would he have the world believe that people are feasting amid the violence?
There are those who make those arguments and present as evidence photographs described as showing members of Hamas dining on meat, vegetables and sweets they stole from aids groups. To rebut allegations that Israel is starving children, COGAT, the branch of the Israeli military that coordinates civil affairs in Gaza, shared a photo Monday of an emaciated Palestinian boy who it said was in fact afflicted with a genetic disease, not hunger.
Even President Donald Trump, who has tied his political fortunes to his unwavering support of Israel, who has linked demands for Palestinian dignity with antisemitism, and who once mused about the prospects of transforming Gaza into "the Riviera of the Middle East," has recognized what is happening to Gazans as starvation and as something that is deeply inhumane.
Those images now enter the culture's visual archive of extraordinary suffering. They will be filed alongside the pictures from the Ethiopian famine in the mid-1980s, the one that sparked the global relief effort "Live Aid," which marks its 40th anniversary this month. The world was moved to action by pictures of starving and malnourished children in Ethiopia, a country that for many people was not only distant but also unfamiliar. Many remember that crisis as one brought on by drought, a travesty that was an act of God rather than something man-made. But man had a hand in it through war and government policies. Man always seems to have a hand in the worst things.
The pictures from Gaza live alongside those from the Rwandan genocide in 1994. They reveal sweeping suffering compressed into a narrow window of time. Deaths caused by tribalism, disinformation and dehumanization. And, those images call to mind the horrors of the Holocaust.

Starved prisoners, nearly dead from hunger, pose in a concentration camp in Ebensee, Austria, in 1945. (Corbis Historical/Getty Images) 


Two Israeli rights groups have said their country is committing genocide, as uncomfortable as that might be for a nation born out of Auschwitz and Buchenwald and Dachau. Physicians for Human Rights and B'Tselem have characterized the killing in Gaza as such. They are organizations based in Israel. And while they do not speak for the Israeli population, they have spoken up. "This report documents the Israeli assault for what it is: a deliberate, cumulative, and ongoing dismantling of Gaza's healthcare system -- and of the population's ability to survive. Its meaning: genocide," reads a statement from Physicians for Human Rights.
This assessment follows last year's announcement by the International Criminal Court that it was seeking arrest warrants for high-ranking members of Hamas, as well as Israeli government leaders, for war crimes and crimes against humanity.
Netanyahu has stood firm on Israel's right to self-defense. Israelis long for the return of what the government has said are 50 remaining hostages taken by Hamas on Oct. 7. So many things can be true at once. A country may well be exercising its right to defend itself, while also allowing that defense to take on wholly unconscionable proportions.
In the midst of its war, Israel leaves behind photographic evidence of its military's capacity to cause pain in service to patriotism. More than 60,000 people have died in Gaza, according to local health authorities. One might be tempted to call that capacity astonishing, but the historical album is filled with examples of man-made agony that seems almost beyond human understanding. One can only hope that when future generations scroll through those photos, they will take a lesson. How could this happen, yet again?

Ahmed Abu Halib and his wife, Esraa Abu Halib, mourn over the body of their 5-month-old baby, Zainab, who died of malnutrition-related causes during her funeral in Khan Younis on Saturday. (Mariam Dagga/AP)
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Europe
11 dead in Kyiv, including 6-year-old, after overnight Russian strikes
Kyiv officials said at least 12 children were injured in the capital by the strikes, the highest number in any night since the Russian invasion began.




By David   Stern, Ellen Francis, Robyn Dixon, Serhii Korolchuk, Vivian Ho | 2025-07-31

Russian strikes on Kyiv on July 31 killed several people, including a 6-year-old boy, and injured dozens more, according to Kyiv city officials.


KYIV -- Russian forces launched drones and missiles across the Ukrainian capital overnight, killing at least 11 people and injuring at least 93 others, according to Ukraine's State Emergency Service.
Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said a 6-year-old boy was among those killed in the strikes, which he said also injured at least 12 children. Earlier Thursday, Klitschko said the strikes had injured the highest number of children in Kyiv in one night since the start of the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022.
The overnight barrage struck Kyiv during a period of political uncertainty, as Ukraine's parliament acted to restore the independence of the country's two main government anti-corruption bodies -- a move demanded by Kyiv's international partners as well as tens of thousands of enraged Ukrainian protesters.
Among the attacks was a rocket strike that destroyed the entrance of a nine-story building in the Sviatoshynskyi district, in the city's west, Timur Tkachenko, head of the Kyiv city military administration, said in a post on Telegram.
In total, Russian forces fired over 300 drones and eight cruise missiles overnight toward Ukrainian targets, according to the Ukrainian air force, which said the brunt of the attack was directed at Kyiv. Ukraine's military said five of the missiles and 21 of the drones struck targets.
Russia's defense ministry said on Thursday that it targeted Ukrainian military sites with long-range precision weapons and attack drones overnight.

First responders work at a partially collapsed apartment building that was hit during Russian strikes in Kyiv on Thursday. (Thomas Peter/Reuters)


Kyiv sustained some of the heaviest damage. Zelensky said on Telegram that Russian forces also targeted the Dnipro and Poltava regions in central Ukraine, the northeastern Sumy region, and the Mykolaiv region in the country's south.
"Today the world once again saw Russia's response to our desire with America and Europe for peace," Zelensky said.
On Thursday morning, firefighters and rescue workers were clearing the debris of a building that was partially destroyed in Kyiv's Sviatoshynskyi district. Residents from the building and neighborhood stood behind a police line, watching the work with stunned expressions. At that site alone, four people were confirmed killed, but that number would probably rise as 10 people were still unaccounted for, Kyiv municipal police spokeswoman Anna Strashok said in an interview.
Many residents spent the first part of the night in bomb shelters, while Kyiv was being bombarded with waves of self-destructing drones, said Yevheny Uhlov, 33, a physical therapist who lives in a building next to the one that was destroyed. After the official all-clear signal from this attack was given shortly after 3 a.m., he and his wife returned to their apartment, he said in an interview nearby the site of the attack.
Roughly an hour later, another air raid alert sounded out -- this time for incoming missiles. An explosion rang out a few minutes later. "We heard a very strong explosion and glass shattering," he said. "We ran out onto the street and saw the building collapsed with smoke coming from it."
Kateryna Naralnik, 66, a pensioner, lived in the section of the building that was destroyed. She and her son Yevheny were sleeping in a part of their apartment that did not collapse and survived the attack, she said.
However, her other son Oleksandr, 40, daughter Natalia, 45, and Natalia's two children, Vlad and Roman, 22 and 17, were in a portion that was now buried under the rubble. "It all came down on them," she said, as she stood to the side and watched the rescue workers clear the rubble.
"We are innocent -- my grandchildren were young and innocent," she said.
In a separate statement Thursday, the Russian defense ministry said its forces captured Chasiv Yar, a town in Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region, a claim that was disputed by Ukrainian officials. Located west of Bakhmut, the town for the past year has been a focus for Moscow's forces amid Russian President Vladimir Putin's goal of seizing the entire Donetsk region, which he has already declared, illegally, to be annexed by Russia.
Kyiv has denied any change in which side controls the town, which it says is divided. "The situation in Chasiv Yar is the same as in recent months," Viktor Tregubov, a Ukrainian military spokesman, told RBC-Ukraine. The Washington Post could not independently verify either side's claim about the town's status.
After Trump on Monday tightened the deadline for Russia to reach agreement on a ceasefire with Ukraine from 50 days to 10 days, Russian officials and state television propagandists sharpened their criticism of the United States and Trump.
The harsher tone suggests that as Russia's President Vladimir Putin presses ahead with the war against Ukraine in defiance of pressure from Trump, the Kremlin may be abandoning any reset in relations with Washington under Trump's administration.
Dmitry Medvedev, the former president and prime minister who is now deputy chairman of the Russian Security Council, engaged in a to-and-fro spat with Trump on social media, declaring on Monday that each new ultimatum from Trump was "a threat and a step towards war" between the U.S. and Russia.
Trump on Thursday warned Medvedev, whom he called "the failed former President of Russia," to "watch his words. He's entering very dangerous territory!"
Medvedev responded on Thursday with an emoji of laughter through tears and a nuclear threat against the United States, a common theme in his reliably hawkish remarks. Trump's "nervous" threats, Medvedev posted on Telegram, just proved that "Russia is right in everything and will continue to go its own way."
Medvedev reminded Trump about the dangers of the "dead hand," a reference to an automated Soviet system designed to launch nuclear weapons in the event of the destruction of its leadership.
Meanwhile, another senior security official close to Putin, Kremlin aide Nikolai Patrushev, rattled sabers over the presence of U.S. planes and ships in the Arctic region and Barents Sea, warning that this could lead to "an uncontrollable escalation of tension," and accusing the U.S. Navy of "provocative operations."
Russian military and security officials see the Arctic region as a key arena for confrontation with the West, as Russia seeks to develop the Arctic shipping route, known as the Northern Sea Route, along its northern coast.
"The growing military activities of the U.S. and NATO in the Arctic increase the likelihood of incidents, which might lead to an uncontrollable escalation of tension," Patrushev said. "The West is advancing the idea that Russia has no special rights to the Northern Sea Route," he said.
Last December Admiral Alexander Moiseyev, commander in chief of the Russian Navy warned of the dangers of Western naval activity in the Arctic.
"The Arctic is one of the key regions where the confrontation of the world's leading states is unfolding," he said.
Ho reported from London, Dixon from Riga, Latvia, and Francis from Brussels.
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Europe
Ukraine adopts new anti-corruption law as protests force Zelensky to retreat
The Ukrainian parliament acted to undo changes to two anti-corruption offices after mass protests forced President Volodymyr Zelensky to reverse course.  

Protesters outside the Ukrainian parliament in Kyiv celebrate on Thursday after lawmakers approved a bill restoring the independence of the country's two main anti-corruption bodies. (Tetiana Dzhafarova/AFP/Getty Images)


By David   Stern, Serhii Korolchuk, Ellen Francis | 2025-07-31
KYIV -- Ukraine's parliament approved legislation Thursday restoring the independence of the country's two main government anti-corruption bodies -- a move demanded by Kyiv's international partners as well as tens of thousands of enraged Ukrainians who protested on the streets of the capital and other cities.
The legislation passed by a comfortable margin, with 331 deputies voting in favor; a majority of 226 was needed. It was a stunning about-face by the same lawmakers who just last week had supported the previous law undermining the agencies, which drew public fury.
Demonstrators outside parliament cheered the result when it was announced. President Volodymyr Zelensky, who had been the target of the criticism, signed the law less than two hours after it was approved, according to a post by his office social media.
Even as the crowd reacted jubilantly, emergency workers in Kyiv were still responding to a brutal overnight drone and missile attack on Kyiv, killing at least 11 people and injuring at least 93. The strike, which hit residential buildings, was the latest in an unrelenting wave of Russian violence against Ukrainian cities.
Inaction by parliament on the anti-corruption issue would have prolonged the political instability in a country besieged by Russia's continuing war.
The protests, the largest in Ukraine since Russia's invasion in February 2022, erupted last week when parliament voted to place the two government agencies -- the National Anti-Corruption Bureau (NABU) and Specialized Anti-Corruption Prosecutor's Office (SAPO) -- under the supervision of the country's prosecutor general, an ally of Zelensky.
The two bodies were created after Ukraine's 2014 pro-democracy revolution and were seen as vital to the country's bid to join the European Union. Critics said last week's law would effectively neutralize them, and Zelensky quickly reversed course.

Ukrainian lawmakers hold signs during a session of parliament in which they voted to restore the independence of anti-corruption agencies. (Andrii Nesterenko/EPA/Shutterstock)


The unease among Ukraine's Western supporters, particularly in Europe, also risked undermining billions of dollars in aid that the country needs to keep its economy afloat.
The head of the E.U. executive branch, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, quickly praised Zelensky for signing the new law. "Restoring NABU & SAPO independence is a welcome step," von der Leyen posted on X. "Ukraine's rule of law and anti-corruption reforms should continue. They remain essential for Ukraine's progress on the European path."
Marta Kos, the E.U. commissioner for enlargement, said that Ukraine's parliament "corrected last week's damaging vote undermining NABU's & SAPO's independence" but also sounded a cautionary note. "Today's law," Kos posted on X, "restores key safeguards, but challenges remain."
Negative reaction to last week's vote was immediate, and consternation grew after Zelensky hurriedly signed the law into effect. That evening, thousands of people flooded Kyiv's Ivan Franko Square near the presidential administration, while smaller demonstrations were staged in other cities. The next night, some 12,000 massed in Kyiv to voice their dismay.
After a flurry of conversations with European leaders and the heads of his law enforcement agencies, including NABU and SAPO, Zelensky made a reversal.
He submitted a new bill overturning the old one, which he had originally said was needed to root out Russian influence at the two agencies, an assertion that was met with widespread skepticism. Before Thursday's vote, the heads of NABU and SAPO said they approved of the new legislation.
Still, there was unmistakable damage to Zelensky's image as a champion of democratic reforms. Martial law, adopted in response to Russia's violent effort to conquer Ukrainian territory and topple its government, has allowed Zelensky to govern with power heavily concentrated in the president's office.

Protesters on Thursday awaiting the vote by Ukraine's parliament on a bill to reverse a law that curbed the powers of anti-corruption agencies. (Tetiana Dzhafarova/AFP/Getty Images)


Those who attended the protests, many of whom were students or young people in their 20s, said they would not tolerate the possibility of democratic backsliding even as soldiers were fighting and dying on the front lines to secure a European, democratic future for their country.
Lukiia Kvych, 25, who works for an IT company and has attended the protests, said she did not support Zelensky, a former comedian and actor, before the war. "I always thought that he did not have enough competence for state governance," Kvych said over text message. But once Russia invaded, she reconsidered.
"Amid the chaos that engulfed the country, he was able to show leadership, maintain the information front and preserve statehood, for which I gained respect for him," she said. "Not support, but respect."
But the events of last week "came as a cold shower," she said. Zelensky "not only failed to stop this process, he signed the law," and switched positions only when there was a public outcry. This was a sign of his "weakness in matters of integrity," Kvych said, and that the government's priorities "do not coincide with the expectations of society."
Others noted that the move against the anti-corruption agencies followed NABU and SAPO opening inquires against allies of Zelensky, such as former deputy prime minister Oleksiy Chernyshov, who in June was charged with "abuse of office and receiving undue benefits in substantial amounts for himself and third parties."
"Of course, the level of trust has been shaken," said Artem Ostapiuk, 22, who works for a nonprofit, "because if earlier there were only rumors about whitewashing his entourage, now he has taken a public step in this direction."
"Trust has diminished, but I will watch his further actions," Ostapiuk said.

Ukrainian lawmakers applaud during a session of parliament in which they voted to restore the independence of anti-corruption agencies. (Andrii Nesterenko/EPA/Shutterstock)


Ukrainian officials warned that Russia would seek to capitalize on the political divisions inside Ukraine and to push its narrative that the country was irredeemably corrupt.
Russian negotiators raised the issue of the protests and the controversy over the law during peace negotiations last week in Ankara, Turkey, Andriy Yermak, Zelensky's chief of staff, said.
"The Russians said, 'You have a problem,'" Yermak said. In response, he said, Rustem Umerov, the chief Ukrainian negotiator replied, "No, we have democracy. You have a problem." Umerov confirmed the exchange.
Zelensky's moves and the ensuing protests drew rare public criticism of the Ukrainian president from Brussels, where E.U. officials described it as a "serious step back" and warned of "damaged trust" between Ukrainians and their leaders.
Von der Leyen, quickly called Zelensky to request "explanations" and assert that "there cannot be a compromise" on anti-corruption standards in Ukraine as a candidate country for E.U. membership, her office said.
E.U. officials privately conveyed more serious messages to Zelensky and his team that the crackdown could hurt the flow of vital E.U. funding to Ukraine, said two European diplomats, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter.
They also warned that it could impact Ukraine's membership application, an elaborate multistep process that takes years. One of the diplomats said that some E.U. officials had grown "more wary" toward Kyiv and that officials made clear they were watching next steps closely.
European supporters of Ukraine are also working to maintain a supply of weapons by sending U.S.-made arms to Kyiv and purchasing replacements for themselves as a way to make up for slowing U.S. military assistance.
Francis reported from Brussels. Kostiantyn Khudov and Siobhan O'Grady contributed to this report.
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Americas
'Welcome to hell': Inside the mega prison where the U.S. deported migrants
Interviews with 16 former detainees of El Salvador's Terrorism Confinement Center offer the most complete view yet of conditions inside the notorious prison.

(Camilo Freedman)


By Samantha Schmidt, Helena Carpio, Maria Luisa Paul, Silvia Foster-Frau, Teo Armus, Aaron Steckelberg | 2025-07-31
One detainee was beaten unconscious. Others emerged from the dark isolation room covered in bruises, struggling to walk or vomiting blood. Another returned to his cell in tears, telling fellow detainees he'd just been sexually assaulted.
"Let's hit him like a pinata," guards shouted amid the beatings, detainees recalled, the blows echoing against the metal walls.
They called it "La Isla" -- The Island -- the cell where Venezuelans deported from the United States by the Trump administration said they suffered some of the worst abuse of their 125 days in El Salvador's Terrorism Confinement Center, or CECOT.
The matching firsthand accounts across multiple interviews offer the most complete view yet of conditions inside the mega prison, where inmates are denied access to lawyers and almost all contact with the outside world -- and where about 14,000 Salvadorans remain incarcerated. Few detainees have ever left CECOT, and fewer have spoken publicly of their experience there.
The Washington Post interviewed 16 of the more than 250 men who were deported by the United States to CECOT, held there for four months and then released this month to Venezuela as part of an international prisoner swap.
The Venezuelans, rounded up in President Donald Trump's mass deportation campaign, told The Post they were subjected to repeated beatings that left them bruised, bleeding or injured. They said prison staff restricted medical care for detainees suffering from diabetes, high blood pressure or kidney failure.
The men slept on metal bunks -- usually with no cushions -- in group cells where overhead lights blazed 24 hours a day. They were expected to bathe and relieve themselves using a water tank and toilets that offered no privacy from cellmates. They were rarely allowed out of their cells.
Three Salvadoran government spokespersons, provided with detailed accounts of the detainees' allegations, did not respond to requests for comment. Damian Merlo, a U.S.-based lobbyist for Salvadoran President Nayib Bukele, described the detainees as criminals who belong in prison, and said their claims are "baseless."
"Additionally, footage made available on social media of their departure from El Salvador showed them in good spirits," Merlo said, "happily ... heading back home to Venezuela."
Tricia McLaughlin, a spokeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security, provided a statement that repeated administration claims that the detainees were members of the Tren de Aragua gang -- though government officials have acknowledged in court that many of those sent to CECOT had no criminal record.
Robert L. Cerna, an acting field office director at U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, said in a court filing in March that the "lack of a criminal record does not indicate they pose a limited threat" and that the limited information about each individual "actually highlights the risk they pose."
"President Trump and [DHS] Secretary [Kristi L.] Noem will not allow criminal gangs to terrorize American citizens," McLaughlin said. "Once again the media is falling all over themselves to defend criminal illegal gang members. We hear far too much about gang members and criminals' false sob stories and not enough about their victims."
Abigail Jackson, a White House spokeswoman, said the Trump administration is grateful for its partnership with Bukele "to help remove the worst of the worst illegal criminals, terrorists, and gang members from the United States." She deferred questions about specific allegations to El Salvador's government.
If the detainees' accounts are true, their treatment at CECOT may have violated U.N. conventions against torture to which El Salvador and the U.S. are signatories, said Isabel Carlota Roby, a senior staff attorney at the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights organization who has spoken with some of the detainees. Whether the U.S., which paid Bukele's government $6 million to hold the Venezuelans, could be implicated in human rights violations would depend on the evidence, Roby said, including how much U.S. officials knew about the conditions.
Torture, arbitrary detentions, forced disappearances and sexual assault, if proved to be systematic or generalized and known to the government, can all constitute crimes against humanity. An international panel is preparing a report on El Salvador and investigating whether any of those crimes were committed. At least one member of the panel thinks a criminal investigation is warranted.
"Based on the information I have reviewed," said Santiago Canton, secretary general of the International Commission of Jurists, "there are reasonable grounds for an investigation by the International Criminal Court."
The Post has found that many of the detainees had entered the United States legally and were actively complying with U.S. immigration rules.
Many of the men had fled political oppression and extreme poverty under Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, a U.S. adversary. Some had been granted permission to live and work in the United States. At least two arrived in the U.S. as refugees seeking safety from persecution in Venezuela.
A number suspected they had been detained and deported by the U.S. based solely on their tattoos.
Marco Jesus Basulto Salinas, 35, had temporary protected status shielding him from deportation and worked legally in kitchens and pizzerias to pay for his mother's breast cancer treatments back home.

In the early morning of July 22, Marco Jesus Basulto Salinas was reunited with his mother and wife.


Andry Hernandez, a 31-year-old makeup artist, entered the U.S. legally with a CBP One appointment, where an official in a preliminary screening determined he had shown a credible fear of persecution as a gay man living and working in Venezuela.

Andry Hernandez returned home to Venezuela after being released from the CECOT prison in El Salvador.


Roger Molina, a food delivery driver and aspiring professional soccer player, had been vetted by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services and federal law enforcement, flown to the U.S. and conditionally accepted into a State Department resettlement program for refugees.

Roger Molina was surrounded by family after returning home to Venezuela on July 21.


As the detained men were shuttled onto flights in Texas on March 15, none were told where they were being taken.

A plane carrying Venezuelans released from the CECOT prison in El Salvador lands at Simon Bolivar International Airport in Venezuela on July 18. (Ariana Cubillos/AP)


Shackled at their wrists, waists and ankles, the migrants were loaded onto three GlobalX charter planes, with many of them believing they were headed to Venezuela. At least they would be going home, Basulto thought. They were prohibited from opening the window shades. "We're giving you a surprise," he remembers one immigration official telling them.
When they landed, Basulto said, he found the courage to peek out the window. He saw El Salvador's blue-and-white flag waving in the air. Detainees began to panic, he said. A female deportee who spoke English read aloud from one of the documents she'd been given. She translated for the rest of the passengers: They would be detained for at least a year in El Salvador.
Some migrants refused to get off the plane. A guard struck a female passenger, Basulto said. Screams filled the plane. Eventually, Basulto and other detainees said, they were kicked, shoved, beaten and forced off. Two Salvadoran officers grabbed his arms.
"Throw them down!" officers yelled, as detainees were pummeled and dragged to buses, according to detainee Miguel Rojas Mendoza. He recounted watching one man get slammed so hard against a bus that his face began gushing blood.
Molina, the refugee who had been vetted for resettlement in the U.S., begged officers for an explanation.
"Please, I don't understand what I'm doing here," Molina said. "I haven't committed any crime. Please, let me talk to someone." He began to pray. Then a Salvadoran officer grabbed him by the neck.
"Run, son of a b----," he commanded, according to Molina, and jammed a rifle into his ribs.
Hernandez, the makeup artist, watched as the women were turned around and put on a flight back to the United States. The Salvadorans, he said, refused to accept them. The buses now filled with men began rolling.
"Welcome to El Salvador," hooded officers shouted on the ride, six detainees said. "Welcome to hell."
At CECOT, Basulto said, guards shaved his head, stripped him of his clothes and took his phone, $700 in cash and the gold pendant he wore for luck.
Hernandez cried out for his mother. "Why are you shaving my head?" he asked. "I'm a makeup stylist, I'm gay, I'm not a gang member."
The men were pushed together in a warehouse, flanked by photographers and guards, and forced to kneel. They were addressed by the prison director.
Here, the director said, the men would have no rights -- no right to a lawyer, no access to the sun. They would not eat chicken or meat for the rest of their lives.
"The only way that you will leave," he said, according to multiple detainees, "is inside a black bag."

Soldiers stand guard during a tour of CECOT by Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem on March 26. (Alex Brandon/Pool/AFP/Getty Images) 


CECOT, opened by Bukele in 2023 as part of his crackdown on Salvadoran gangs, was designed to terrify the most violent of criminals. His government hailed it as the largest prison in the Americas, initially announcing a capacity for 20,000 detainees and later doubling it. The imposing fortress outside San Salvador sprawls across more than 280 acres, surrounded by an electrified perimeter fence and 19 watchtowers. The roof of each pavilion is made of diamond-shaped mesh with sharp edges.
The Venezuelans were placed in cells, up to 20 men in each. The concrete walls showed sweat stains, drops of dried blood and what appeared to be scratches from human nails, one detainee recalled.
Each cell held 80 metal beds stacked closely together in tiers of four, according to detainees and images of CECOT previously shared by Bukele's government. Use of the water tanks and toilets was controlled by the guards and restricted to certain times of day. With no windows or fans, the detainees lived and ate amid the stench of their own sewage.
The detainees could gauge the time only by the heat that made them sweat during the day and the cold that chilled their metal beds at night. They couldn't see the sun, they said, but sometimes could hear the rain.
CECOT "seemed like it was for animals," said detainee Julio Fernandez Sanchez, 35. "It was designed for people to go crazy or kill themselves."
Basulto said detainees were occasionally allowed to leave their cells to play soccer for 20 minutes or attend a brief Bible reading, but time dragged. The men in one cell counted the days by scratching marks into a wall.
Detainees with medical concerns were often housed in Cell No. 8, said Fernandez, who was held there after an injury to his shoulder during a beating. There were men suffering from diabetes, skin problems and panic attacks. One day a diabetic prisoner was given the wrong insulin and began convulsing after it was injected, Fernandez recalled. Guards took nearly half an hour to get him help. 
"The doctor would watch us get beaten and then ask us 'How are you feeling?' with a smile," Basulto said. "It was the most perverse form of humiliation."
When Tito Martinez, 26, was in immigration detention in the U.S., he said, a doctor told him he had kidney failure and would need a transplant. After repeated beatings in CECOT, Martinez said he could no longer get out of bed. He would wet himself, and he relied on his cellmates to feed him.
"Tito is dying," his friends told prison staff. When he was finally treated, Martinez said, the doctor told him that his functioning kidney was operating at only 20 percent and that he would soon need dialysis to survive.
Some detainees attempted suicide by tying sheets around their necks or using rusted pipes to cut their veins.
Disobeying rules proved costly. When Hernandez's head ached from the heat, he tried to cool down by bathing. He forgot to tell his friends to watch for guards.
"Get up, piece of sh--," an officer told him, he said. He was taken to La Isla, where a tiny hole in the ceiling provided only a needle of light and almost no air.
Four men entered and began touching him with their clubs and putting them between his legs. One forced Hernandez to perform oral sex on him, he said.
Basulto said Hernandez returned to the cell in tears and told him what had happened. He and other detainees offered to speak up to the prison staff, but he urged them not to. He feared it would provoke officers to "attack us even more."

A watchtower at CECOT. (Jose Cabezas/Reuters)


After weeks of daily beatings, detainees said, they launched a hunger strike. They went four days without food or water.
"People started fainting. Falling to the floor," said detainee Mervin Yamarte, 29. The guards "laughed."
When the hunger strike failed to draw attention, some used shards from metal pipes to slice their skin and write messages on their sheets in blood: "We are not terrorists, we are migrants."
"We wanted them to see we were willing to die," said Neiyerver Adrian Leon Rengel, 27.
The men grew desperate. About two months after arriving at CECOT, detainees tore rails off bunks and used them to break their locks. Dozens broke free and hurled soap and juice cartons at guards. Some broke cement off the walls to throw at them.
The guards fired back with rubber bullets, stormed the cells and forced men to kneel with their hands behind their heads.
"They stood on our legs until we couldn't feel them anymore," Leon Rengel said.
Then came their punishment: They were taken to La Isla. Molina said he sometimes heard screams echoing into his cell for hours at a time.
The next day, he said, guards lined up the handcuffed detainees and took turns beating them.

Edwuar Hernandez, left, and Ringo Rincon, second from right, walk through Maracaibo, Venezuela, on July 23 after being released from CECOT and returned home. (Federico Parra/AFP/Getty Images)


They broke a tooth of one man and dislocated an arm of another, Molina said. "That [day] was the worst of the beatings."
Conditions improved only when outsiders visited the prison or when government officials wanted photographs, multiple detainees said. Shortly after a Red Cross visit, Bibles were handed out to each cell.
For a visit by DHS's Noem, the detainees were given better food and even mattresses, though thin. When a group of U.S. politicians toured the prison, Basulto said, detainees with visible injuries were moved to the remotest cells. After detainees began singing the Venezuelan national anthem, Basulto said, the prison director "quickly cut the politicians' visit short and hurried them away."
The Red Cross, which visits Salvadoran prisons regularly, appeared at CECOT twice during the Venezuelans' time there. Delegates met with the men and collected brief spoken messages for their families, according to Martina Ferraris, deputy protection coordinator for the International Committee of the Red Cross mission in El Salvador. These were vetted by prison staff, Ferraris said.
In their final days in CECOT, detainees said, conditions seemed to improve. Molina was taken to the doctor for an evaluation. He was given a clean shave and the haircut of his choice.
The detainees were given Colgate toothpaste, a Gillette razor and deodorant. A prison official took photos. The director told them to brush their teeth.
At 5 a.m. on July 18, they were loaded onto buses, unsure where they were headed. Then a man in a uniform with a Venezuelan flag on one sleeve stepped onto Molina's bus. They were going home.
On the plane, the Venezuelans sang a Christian song -- with new words.
"If I had faith as small as a mustard seed, I would tell my brothers, 'We're leaving. We're leaving. We're leaving!'" they sang. "And the locks will break."
Men dressed in black waited for the detainees on a plane set to fly to Venezuela. Detainees would later learn that Maduro had sent officers of the SEBIN, his feared secret police, usually used to detain or disappear his political opponents.
Before being reunited with their families, one detainee said, they were told to record a video thanking the Venezuelan government. He said he was warned that if he fled again and was deported back, he could be charged with treason. The detainee spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of retribution from the Maduro government.
Several of the men, who had once fled the authoritarian country, said they were genuinely grateful to Maduro for negotiating their release when it seemed no one else would. Still, some said they'd leave for the U.S. again, perhaps once Trump leaves office.
Not Molina. He doesn't think he could do it again, he said, "having lived through that."
"The American Dream," he said, "became a nightmare."
Ana Vanessa Herrero, Sarah Blaskey, Razzan Nakhlawi and Monika Mathur contributed to this report. Maps by Laris Karklis. Diagrams by Aaron Steckelberg.
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Asia
India's revision of voter rolls could disenfranchise millions, critics warn
A hastily organized effort to revise voter rolls in the eastern state of Bihar has been marked by technical glitches, absent documents and widespread confusion.

(Saumya Khandelwal/FTWP)


By Supriya Kumar | 2025-07-31
SONEPUR, India -- In June, India's election commission gave officials in the eastern state of Bihar a monumental task: verify that each of the state's 80 million registered voters is an Indian citizen, then upload the paperwork to prove it.
The deadline? Five weeks.
The commission said it was ordering the revision of voter rolls to identify outdated entries, eliminate duplicates and remove illegal immigrants. But as officials fanned out across this vast and impoverished state to knock on doors, and residents struggled to make sense of the new requirements, critics warned that millions of Indians could lose the right to vote -- potentially reshaping the political future of the world's largest democracy.
"This could lead to large-scale, officially sanctioned disenfranchisement," said Jagdeep Chhokar, a founding member and trustee of the Association for Democratic Reforms, a New Delhi-based nonprofit that has petitioned the Supreme Court to challenge the revision effort.
The hastily organized registration drive has been marked by technical glitches, absent documents and widespread confusion, according to interviews with more than two dozen voters, election officers and experts. And the stakes are huge, with the exercise in Bihar meant to serve as a blueprint for other states to draft fresh voter lists over the next year.
A first draft of the new voter rolls in Bihar will be published on Friday. The final version is due Sept. 30, just weeks before voting is set to begin in local elections. Opponents of the campaign said the timing is no accident, and it is likely to boost the fortunes of India's ruling Bharatiya Janata Party.
"Who doesn't vote for the BJP? Migrant labor, the poor, Muslims," said Mahua Moitra, a member of Parliament from the Trinamool Congress, an opposition party. "So the BJP wants them disenfranchised."
The BJP's national spokesperson and the Election Commission of India did not respond to requests for comment.

Akali Devi and her son Abhishek Kumar look through their documents in Sonepur to prove they are eligible to vote in upcoming Bihar elections. 


Routine revisions of electoral rolls frequently take place before national and state elections in India. Bihar's state election body had just completed one such exercise earlier this year, according to a press release from the group on Jan. 7.
The last time Bihar undertook a full revision, in 2003, it took a year to complete, even though the process was substantially simpler. Officials then accepted proof of identity and residence using state-issued IDs. This time, the commission said, it would accept 11 different documents as proof of citizenship -- but excluded widely held Indian identity cards and the commission's own previously issued voter cards, as well as ration cards, often the only form of paperwork possessed by poor, rural families.
Manoj Kumar Jha, a member of Parliament from Rashtriya Janata Dal, an opposition party in Bihar, said India's election commission had a duty to ensure a level political playing field. "They did not consult a single political party for the biggest decision they've taken in the last 30 years," he said.

Manoj Kumar Jha, a member of Parliament from Rashtriya Janata Dal, at his residence in Patna, India, on July 19. 


The election commission was already under mounting scrutiny from government critics, who allege the BJP has eroded the body's historical independence.
In 2023, India's Supreme Court ruled that the election commissioner should be selected by the president on the advice of a three-person committee made up of the prime minister, the chief justice and the leader of the opposition. That same year, the government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi passed a law that changed the makeup of the committee, replacing the chief justice with a minister from his own cabinet.
"The institutional takeover is complete," Moitra said.
The first election commissioner to be appointed under the new rules entered office in February. Four months later, officials in Bihar were given their marching orders.

A woman walks outside a government office where public employees were meeting in Sonepur as part of a voter verification campaign. 


Sweat dripped down Pammi Kumari's face on a recent day  as she walked from house to house in the village of Sonepur, 20 miles outside of Patna, the capital of Bihar. Holding a stack of forms in one hand and the pleats of her sari in the other, she knocked on the door of a small home.
It was her third visit to this address, she said, because the family didn't have the right documents. No one answered, so she kept moving.
Kumari, a 42-year-old public school teacher, is one of thousands of public employees tasked by the election commission with leading the voter revision drive. It is grueling, repetitive work, she said -- knocking on doors, waiting on people to fill out forms, collecting their documents, if they have them, and uploading the information to a mobile app that frequently malfunctions.
Every day, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Kumari said, she walked back and forth in the sweltering July heat across villages like this one, which stretch for miles across Bihar -- long one of India's poorest and most underdeveloped states.
"I often feel light-headed and dizzy," Kumari said. After reaching home, she takes a short break to cook dinner for her family, then sits down to upload.
"There are no fixed working hours," she said. "We have just been instructed to finish the job."

Ramesh Kumar, right, and Pammi Kumari, both schoolteachers who were tasked by the election commission with working on Bihar's voter revision drive. 


Ramesh Kumar, 44, another teacher turned election officer in Sonepur, said the commission has instructed them to make at least three visits to each home. But time was already running out. "It is quite frustrating," he said, "and there is a lot of pressure from above."
No matter how many times they knocked on certain doors, the election officers said, many families simply didn't have the required documents.
"We will only know what happens to those who don't have documents after August 1," Kumar said.
After the initial list is published Friday, people will have a month to file claims or objections. Then the election commission will decide who has the right to vote.

Men sit at a tea shop in Saran district in Bihar state. Amid Bihar's voter verification drive, many people without the appropriate documents are uncertain about their chances of remaining on the voter rolls. 


Anger is building in Sonepur.
"I will take to the streets in protest if my name is struck off the roll," said Pintu Kumar Yadav, who runs a clinic in the village, a crowd gathering around him as he spoke.
Yadav claimed no election officer had come to his house yet. Many standing near him said the same.
Even a knock on the door came with no guarantees. Thirteen voters across three districts said they had received only a single form from election officers, even though the commission had called for each individual to fill out two forms and keep one as a receipt. Voters were supposed to fill out the forms themselves, the commission said. All 13 people said officers had done it for them.
Most critically, many voters said, they had never owned any of the documents the commission was now demanding of them.
"A poor man working on the fields to sustain himself and his family, will he have these documents?" Yadav asked rhetorically. "No."
Pappu Thakur, 25, who lives with his parents in Sonepur, said he was instructed by an election officer to apply for a residence certificate. But the deadline was only six days away, and Thakur said he couldn't afford the bribe usually required for an expedited application.
"I am unemployed," he said. "Where will I get the money?"

Pappu Thakur, 25, who lives with his parents in Sonepur, does not have documents to verify his voter registration. 


Sixty miles away, in the village of Agiaon, Bhuti Dom and his family of six live in a small hut with a thatched roof. Like an estimated 25 million people in Bihar, they are Dalits -- formerly known as "untouchables," occupying the lowest rung of India's caste hierarchy.
Bhuti earns less than $60 per month as a cleaner in a local politician's house. His wife, Sanjhari Devi, weaves handheld fans out of bamboo. They have never been to school. But both follow politics closely and had participated in local and national elections since 2022.
Bhuti said he was confident they would remain on the new rolls. Officers had taken copies of their national identity cards, he said, and made them sign the forms. When told by a reporter that his national identity card was not among the documents the election commission said it would accept, he fell silent for a moment.
"We are subject to the whims of the government," he said. "No one cares about us."

A man waits alongside the highway in Saran district. 
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Americas
In move to lift Argentina visa restrictions, Trump rewards Milei's friendship
Argentina does not meet a key requirement for the U.S. visa waiver program, a State Department cable acknowledges.

Argentine President Javier Milei sings the national anthem at an event in Buenos Aires on Saturday. (AFP/Getty Images)


By Teo Armus, Hannah Natanson | 2025-07-31
While President Donald Trump has hiked visa fees for travelers to the United States from dozens of countries and imposed travel bans on nearly 20, he appears to be ready to make an exception for a key friend: Argentine leader Javier Milei, the chain saw-wielding libertarian who attended Trump's inauguration and who Trump reportedly said was his "favorite president."
Washington and Buenos Aires said this week they were putting together a plan that would allow Argentine tourists to enter the U.S. without a visa -- an effort that both governments framed as a political reward for Milei ahead of legislative elections in the fall.
U.S. officials made the announcement despite acknowledging privately that Argentina falls short of a key metric required to receive the visa exemption, according to a State Department cable obtained by The Washington Post.
In a visit to Buenos Aires on Monday, Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem portrayed the development -- an initial step in a process that can take years -- as the product of a close relationship between Trump and Milei, right-wing leaders who share clear affinities in some areas. Noem and two Argentine cabinet ministers signed a statement of intent that starts the process.
"Under President Javier Milei's leadership, Argentina is becoming an even stronger friend to the United States -- more committed than ever to border security for both of our nations," Noem said in a statement Monday.
Noem said the statement of intent indicates the "support and commitment to working with Argentina as it works diligently to meet eligibility criteria."
Milei's office said the move was a "clear sign of an excellent bond" between the two leaders.
Noem's public statement Monday emphasized that few Argentines on short-term visas in the U.S. -- less than 1 percent -- overstay the 90 days allotted.

U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem, second from right, and Argentine officials watch a traditional dance performance in San Miguel in Argentina's Buenos Aires province Monday. (Alex Brandon/Pool/AFP/Getty Images)


Yet a State Department cable from the U.S. Embassy in Buenos Aires to Washington ahead of Noem's visit acknowledges a key data point that she left out of her public remarks.
About 10 percent of Argentines who apply for those short-term B-visas are rejected -- "above the 3 percent rate statutorily required for Visa Waiver Program consideration," the cable said. "The Milei administration is eager to join the Visa Waiver Program and is working to comply with relevant requirements to do so."
Candelaria Alvarez Pinero, a spokesperson for the Argentine Foreign Ministry, referred a request for comment on the visa waiver push to the U.S. Embassy in Argentina, which did not immediately respond. The State Department said in a statement that it does not comment on internal communications. 
The step "is basically just a political favor," said a State Department official, who was not authorized to discuss the matter publicly. "It is not typical."
Trump invited Milei to attend his inauguration in Washington earlier this year, and the pair have drawn comparisons -- and developed close ties -- over their brash style of politics as well as their efforts to slash government spending and fire tens of thousands of federal employees.
As the U.S. has restricted visas -- in many cases citing visa overstays -- and imposed a new round of travel bans, a waiver for Argentina would stand out as a stark move in the other direction.
Salvadoran President Nayib Bukele, who has become another right-wing ally in the Western Hemisphere, also appears to have reaped the benefits of those close ties to Trump: The Department of Homeland Security recently added El Salvador to its Global Entry program, and the State Department boosted El Salvador's travel advisory to the highest possible rating, coinciding with Bukele's efforts to attract more tourism.
The United States earlier this year restricted the entry of travelers from nearly 20 countries and has also considered extending that travel ban to an additional 36, in some cases appearing to use the measure as a tactic to force those governments to accept third-country nationals removed from the U.S. And sweeping legislation that Trump signed into law this month will require many visitors to pay a new "visa integrity fee" of $250.
Argentina was added to the visa waiver program in the 1990s but was removed in 2002 as an economic crisis prompted scores of Argentines to move to the U.S. in search of greater stability.
Gil Guerra, an immigration policy analyst at the center-right Niskanen Center, said the plan to re-add Argentina to the visa waiver program "sends a muddled message" to countries that have lower visa refusal rates and have long lobbied Washington to receive the same kind of exemption -- including its neighbor Uruguay, which was added in 1999 and removed four years later.
"It would be much more predictable for everybody if we were able to make it much less political," Guerra said.
The Biden administration added Romania, for instance, to the visa waiver program before it was removed by Trump -- a decision Guerra could see playing out in the other direction if a Democrat were to succeed Trump.
If the Argentina visa waiver moves forward, most Argentines would be allowed to stay in the U.S. for up to three months for business or tourism without a visa -- an advantage currently granted to passport holders from only 42 countries, including just one in Latin America, Chile.
Nearly 30 countries had visa refusal rates lower than Argentina's in fiscal year 2024, according to State Department data, including 14  that are not part of the waiver program. At least three countries -- including Romania and Uruguay -- had a refusal rate lower than 3 percent but do not appear to have not been approached by the U.S. for similar discussions.
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National Security
Canada endorses Palestinian state as U.S. envoy heads to Israel
A U.N. meeting, amid increasing anger at Israel over widespread deprivation in Gaza, called on nations to recognize statehood for Palestine.




By Karen DeYoung, Amanda Coletta | 2025-07-31

Prime Minister Mark Carney said July 30 that Canada intends to recognize a Palestinian state in September, following similar moves by France and Britain.


Canada on Wednesday became the latest country and the third major U.S. ally in a week -- following France and Britain -- to say it is prepared to recognize a Palestinian state as outrage has grown over the rapidly deteriorating humanitarian situation in Gaza.
Speaking at a news conference in Ottawa, Prime Minister Mark Carney said Canada would move forward with recognition at the annual U.N. General Assembly in September if the Palestinian Authority agreed to certain democratic reforms, including elections in 2026. He said Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas had committed to doing so in a "lengthy and robust" call Wednesday.
The humanitarian crisis in Gaza is "intolerable," Carney said after a meeting of his cabinet. "Canada condemns the fact that the Israeli government has let the situation deteriorate in Gaza to this extent."
The Canadian decision came amid a three-day conference at U.N. headquarters, co-sponsored by France and Saudi Arabia, calling for all member states who have not yet recognized the state of Palestine to commit to doing so by Sept. 5, on the eve of the General Assembly, if a long list of conditions -- many of them directed toward Israel -- are not met.
In a speech at the conference Tuesday, British Foreign Secretary David Lammy said his government "will do it unless the Israeli government acts to end the appalling situation in Gaza, ends its military campaign and commits to a long-term sustainable peace based on a two-state solution."
Both the United States and Israel boycotted the conference. The State Department called it a "publicity stunt" that would embolden Hamas, undermine peace negotiations and prolong the Gaza war.
The Trump administration announced Wednesday that its chief negotiator, presidential envoy Steve Witkoff, would travel Thursday to Israel to discuss "next steps in addressing the Gaza situation." Talks over a Hamas-Israel ceasefire have been suspended as both sides again have pushed back against terms for a temporary truce and the release of hostages still held by Hamas since its October 2023 invasion of southern Israel.
Meanwhile, international furor has exploded over growing levels of starvation in Gaza, according to the United Nations and aid groups, as Israel continues its military siege of the enclave. In response, the government of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Sunday began airdrops of food and said it would enforce temporary "pauses" in fighting to facilitate ground delivery of food.
Jordan and the United Arab Emirates have also carried out airdrops, and several European countries said they would begin a similar coordinated effort. But humanitarian experts have said that dropping pallets of food from planes is both inadequate and dangerous for civilians on the ground, and they have called on Israel to end restrictions on U.N. aid distribution.
The U.S. and Israel both back the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, which since May has distributed food packages at four locations in southern Gaza, with security provided by armed U.S. contractors. Other governments and humanitarian organizations have denounced the system, which has resulted in the deaths of hundreds of Gazans, allegedly by Israeli military fire, as designed to further Israeli war aims.
President Donald Trump said last weekend that his administration was in discussions with Israel over a plan for "food centers" in Gaza, but the White House has declined to provide details. It was unclear whether Trump was talking about an expansion of the GHF system or something new.

British Foreign Secretary David Lammy speaks at the United Nations on Tuesday during a conference on a potential two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. (Sarah Yenesel/EPA/Shutterstock)


The call for the establishment of two separate states for Israelis and Palestinians has long been the goal for an international majority of countries -- including the United States. But Trump has been less inclined to follow convention. During his first presidential campaign, Trump said he was indifferent to how regional parties resolved their differences and that it was up to them to decide. In 2020, his administration presented a peace plan that would allow Israel to annex much of the West Bank and maintain security control over a rump Palestinian State.
Palestinian leaders dismissed the proposal, and it largely disappeared during the final year of Trump's first administration. More than 140 of the U.N.'s 193 members already recognize Palestine as a state, and it holds official "observer" status in the international body. But the possibility of a "two-state solution," rejected by Netanyahu and his right-wing government, has largely been subsumed by the Gaza war now heading toward its second anniversary.
The U.N. meeting, postponed since last month as Gaza descended into further chaos and widespread starvation, was designed to put the spotlight back on the issue of statehood and take steps to achieve it.
An announcement last week by French President Emmanuel Macron that his country was prepared to recognize Palestine appeared to irritate the Trump administration. Mike Huckabee, the U.S. ambassador to Israel, called it "incredibly inappropriate" and "revolting that they think that they have the right to impose such a thing" on Israel. In an interview with Fox News, Huckabee suggested that France "carve out a piece of the French Riviera and create a Palestinian state."
Not every nation speaking at the U.N. conference said it was prepared to recognize Palestinian statehood, even as they decried the ongoing war and urged action to stop it. But most said the time has come to do something about it.
"We are ready to do our part -- it has to start today," Estonian Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Minna Liina Lind told the conference. "The road ahead is difficult, but the alternative -- continued violence and despair -- is unacceptable."
Coletta reported from Toronto.
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World
Why one of the world's biggest earthquakes wasn't followed by a monster tsunami
Past strong earthquakes have caused massive and damaging waves far away, but scientists say these tsunami waves were tame by comparison across the Pacific basin.

A person observes the sea at Ocean Beach, California, after authorities warned residents of the possibility of tsunami waves following an earthquake on Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula. (Carlos Barria/Reuters)


By Kasha Patel, Scott Dance | 2025-07-31
An 8.8-magnitude earthquake -- one of the most powerful ever recorded -- struck off the coast of eastern Russia late Tuesday, causing intense shaking for minutes, rattling windows and damaging infrastructure nearby. In the following hours, people in Japan, Hawaii and along the U.S. West Coast braced for an often deadly effect of coastal earthquakes: a tsunami.
Past strong earthquakes have caused massive and damaging waves far away, but scientists say these tsunami waves were tame by comparison across the Pacific basin, at least so far. Some areas of South America are still preparing for an incoming tsunami.
Researchers and response teams are still uncovering specific details about the event, but better warning systems and the other properties of the quake beyond its strength may have mitigated the effects so far.
"It definitely created a Pacific-wide tsunami, which in the context of tsunamis is quite large," said Tina Dura, a tsunami researcher at Virginia Tech. "But it's a little bit smaller than could be possible in that magnitude of earthquake."

An 8.8-magnitude earthquake struck near Kamchatka, eastern Russia on July 30, prompting tsunami warnings across the North Pacific.


The quake occurred near the Kamchatka Peninsula, where the Pacific tectonic plate is sliding underneath the North American plate. This seismically active "subduction" zone has produced two of the world's top 10 earthquakes. In 1952, a 9.0-magnitude earthquake hit less than 20 miles from the epicenter of Tuesday's quake; that temblor also triggered a Pacific-wide tsunami.
The two plates slipped past each other at the relatively shallow depth of 12.5 miles under the ocean, which caused part of the seafloor to thrust upward and displace the water -- creating a tsunami.
Wave heights reached much higher than normal near the Kamchatka Peninsula -- more than 15 feet high, said Alexander Rabinovich, a physical oceanographer and vice-chair of the IUGG International Tsunami Commission. He said local teams will be surveying damage to the low-population area along the southern coast of Kamchatka, where he said wave heights could have reached 50 feet.
In Japan, tsunami waves reached from 1 to 3 feet, according to the Japan Meteorological Agency. Around Hawaii, wave heights hit 5 to 6 feet. Most places around California saw just a foot or so in increased wave height -- though Crescent City, where tsunamis often get amplified because of the shape of its shelf, saw wave heights of almost 4 feet.

People in the city of Shinhidaka, Hokkaido, Japan, evacuated to the roof of a building amid tsunami warnings following an 8.8-magnitude earthquake in Russia.


Why wave heights were relatively low farther from the quake "is the biggest question at the moment," said Viacheslav Gusiakov, a tsunami expert in the Siberian branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences. As the wave spreads out, it weakens. But the similarly powerful 1952 earthquake in the same region caused bigger waves and more damage in Hawaii than Tuesday's quake so far.
One possible explanation, Gusiakov said, is a potential absence of a large landslide in the ocean that could have exacerbated the tsunami. Underwater movements of sediments or rocks can add to the energy of a tsunami by up to 90 percent, although this specific case will need to be studied more.
It's also possible that the earthquake itself, although powerful, may have contributed to a milder tsunami. U.S. Geological Survey modeling suggests the land shifted by 20 to 30 feet along a roughly 300-mile stretch of fault, said Diego Melgar, director of the Cascadia Region Earthquake Science Center at the University of Oregon.
These sorts of variations in fault movement can be the difference between relatively small tsunamis and disastrous ones, he said.
For instance, the 2011 earthquake that triggered a nuclear crisis in Japan shifted the land by as much as 150 feet across a similarly long stretch of fault line, creating tsunami waves that were as high as 100 feet locally. It also caused millions of dollars in damage in Crescent City, near the Oregon border, and swept one person away.
"Earthquakes have a personality," Melgar said. "Those kinds of details really affect the tsunami."

Eyewitness video shows buildings and other debris in the Russian town of Severo-Kurilsk being swept inland by strong waves after a tsunami hit the area July 30.


Part of the answer is also better warnings, experts said. Tsunami warnings were issued in a timely manner by the Kamchatka and Sakhalin tsunami warning centers, Gusiakov said. So far, no tsunami fatalities have been reported.
The surge of water did cause a deck to break off in Crescent City, but no injuries have been reported so far. Rabinovich said the tsunami warnings were quite effective this time around, allowing people time to evacuate from coastal areas, take boats out of harbors and prepare.
"When you're all the way across the Pacific Ocean, you do have a little bit more time to get everyone aware and prepared," Dura said.
That's not always the case. For example, she said an event could unfold in minutes to hours in the western United States from a rupture in the Cascadia subduction zone.
It's too early to say that the earthquake did not cause any disastrous tsunami damage, Melgar said. People have become used to seeing disaster impacts broadcast live on social media, but it will take careful analysis of satellite data as well as boots-on-the-ground surveys to know the height of waves that hit the Russian coast, particularly in the sparsely populated Kamchatka Peninsula.
Even though any tsunami impacts were minimal in Hawaii and on the U.S. West Coast, Melgar called it "a story of triumph" that those areas received warnings and acted quickly.
Some warning systems have been implemented in response to deadlier and more damaging earthquakes. The 1952 earthquake near the Kamchatka Peninsula caused significant damage in Hawaii. In 1946, a 8.6-magnitude quake in Alaska's Aleutian Islands triggered a tsunami that killed 159 people in Hawaii. Those disasters were the driving force behind the creation of the U.S. Tsunami Warning Centers, which are part of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
"Any warning at all is a huge success," Melgar said.
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Americas
U.S. stiffens sanctions against judge at center of U.S.-Brazil feud
The sanctions against Supreme Federal Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes dramatically escalates a feud between the Trump administration and the Brazilian government.

Supreme Federal Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes during the trial of former Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro on June 29, 2023. (Sergio Lima/AFP/Getty Images)


By Terrence McCoy, Marina Dias | 2025-07-30
RIO DE JANEIRO -- The Trump administration announced new sanctions Wednesday against a Supreme Court justice in Brazil, dramatically escalating its feud with the Brazilian government over the prosecution of former president Jair Bolsonaro for his alleged role in a violent coup plot in 2022.
In targeting Supreme Federal Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes, who is overseeing the case against Bolsonaro and will be on the panel that presides over his trial, the U.S. Treasury Department invoked the Magnitsky Act, which empowers the American government to impose sanctions on foreign nationals accused of corruption and human rights violations.
Those sanctioned under the 2012 law, which is named for a slain Russian dissident, are prohibited from holding property in the United States and doing business with Americans.
"De Moraes is responsible for an oppressive campaign of censorship, arbitrary detentions that violate human rights, and politicized prosecutions -- including against former President Jair Bolsonaro," Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said in a statement. "Today's action makes clear that Treasury will continue to hold accountable those who threaten U.S. interests and the freedoms of our citizens."
Moraes did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The sanctions against the Brazilian judge, which U.S. officials have considered for months at the urging of Bolsonaro's son, deepened the fallout between the Western Hemisphere's two most populous countries -- longtime allies whose relationship has suddenly and spectacularly devolved into outright hostility.
On Wednesday, President Donald Trump signed an executive order imposing a 50 percent tariff on all Brazilian goods, following through on a threat made earlier this month. The tariffs had been due to go into effect on Friday. His Brazilian counterpart, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, has vowed to respond in equal measure.
On July 18, Secretary of State Marco Rubio revoked U.S. travel visas belonging to Moraes and seven other justices on the Brazilian Supreme Court, "as well as their immediate family members."
At the heart of the diplomatic dispute is Brazil's prosecution of Bolsonaro, a longtime Trump ally who is set to face trial later this year on charges that he plotted to assassinate his political rivals and retain power through military force after losing the 2022 election to Lula. The countries are also at odds over Brazil's aggressive campaign against online misinformation and those who platform and disseminate it.
Moraes is at the center of both feuds. He is overseeing the case against Bolsonaro and is also the director of the government's campaign against "fake news," which has brought him into conflict with U.S. social media companies, Trump and his supporters.
The magistrate has given no indication that he plans to back off his prosecutions, and Lula has said Brazil will not take orders from a foreign power.
It remained unclear what impact, if any, the sanctions would have on Moraes, a jurist from a middle-class Brazilian family who has few ties to the United States and does not speak English. A person close to him, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the judge's private affairs, said Moraes doesn't have a U.S. visa or any American assets or bank accounts.
Legal analysts have expressed surprise at the use of the Magnitsky Act, which was initially passed to target individuals in Russia, but has since been used against officials in numerous countries around the world.
Applying the act to a Supreme Court justice of another country leading legal investigations into alleged wrongdoing would appear to constitute a significant expansion of the law, Alex Prezanti, a partner at Global Diligence, an international law firm, said earlier this month.
He said the original law defined "in a very narrow way" who could be sanctioned, namely foreign nationals "responsible for extrajudicial killings, torture, or other gross violations of internationally recognized human rights," as well as government officials responsible for "acts of significant corruption."
In 2017, during his first term, Trump signed an executive order that appeared to broaden the definition of who could be penalized under the Magnitsky Act to include those "responsible" or complicit in a "serious human rights abuse."
Though human rights abuse is not defined in the order, Prezanti said, "it was understood to mean things like extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests and detentions and possibly flagrant denials of political rights, such as freedom of speech. But it's never been tested."
The Treasury Department's announcement Wednesday specifically referenced Trump's 2017 executive order as the legal justification for taking action against Moraes, saying he has "investigated, prosecuted, and suppressed those who have engaged in speech that is protected under the U.S. Constitution, repeatedly subjecting victims to long preventive detentions without bringing charges."
In a statement posted to social media, Rubio applauded the sanctions.
"Let this be a warning to those who would trample on the fundamental rights of their countrymen -- judicial robes cannot protect you," he said.
In Brazil, Moraes's colleagues rushed to his defense. "He's simply doing his job, in a way that is just and honest, in accordance with the Brazilian constitution," Supreme Court Justice Flavio Dino said in a post on social media.
One longtime friend of Moraes, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss their private conversations, said the allegations by the U.S. government were unlikely to deter the jurist from prosecuting what he considers to be violations of Brazilian law.
"He said he can't give in because to give in would be to sacrifice the country's sovereignty," the friend said. "We never imagined it would get to this point, but he'll face this down."
Dias reported from Brasilia.
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Asia
Tsunami waves reach Hawaii, California after 8.8-magnitude Russia quake
The year's strongest earthquake struck off Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula, triggering tsunami warnings and advisories in Hawaii, California, Oregon and Washington.

(Eugene Tanner/AFP/Getty Images)


By Andrew Jeong, Ben Noll, Niha Masih, Victoria Craw, Vivian Ho, Allyson Chiu, Ben Brasch, Amudalat Ajasa, Julia Ledur, Washington Post staff, Michael E. Miller, Annabelle Timsit, Maham Javaid, Victoria Bisset, Francesca Ebel, Naomi Schanen, Natalia Abbakumova, Julie Yoon, Leo Sands, Chie Tanaka, Kelsey Ables, Anumita Kaur, Grace  Moon, Brianna Sacks, Lyric Li, Anna Fifield, Michelle Lee, Emily M. Eng | 2025-07-30
Many tsunami warnings and advisories were downgraded or lifted Wednesday as the threat of potentially damaging waves triggered by an 8.8-magnitude earthquake that struck off Russia's eastern Kamchatka region began to wane. Initial waves reached the West Coast six hours after the earthquake -- which ranks among the strongest ever recorded -- hit. In Hawaii, there were reports of flooding on the Big Island but no reports of widespread damage. "So far, we have not seen a wave of consequence, which is of great relief to us," Hawaii Gov. Josh Green (D) told reporters. In Japan, where four-foot waves were recorded, tsunami warnings have been downgraded but alerts remain in place in certain areas along its Pacific coast. Parts of Latin and South America are still on high alert.
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Europe
Birmingham lays to rest Ozzy Osbourne, hard-rocking, bat-biting native son
Headbangers shed tears and piled flowers as they mourned the Black Sabbath star and heavy metal showman, who remained a "Brummie lad" even after moving to Beverly Hills. 




By William Booth | 2025-07-30

Fans flooded the streets of Birmingham, England, bidding farewell to Ozzy Osbourne as his funeral procession rolled through his hometown on July 30.


BIRMINGHAM, England -- The headbangers threw flowers atop the black hearse, as a brass band played a cover of "Iron Man."
Thousands of mourners came out to watch the funeral procession. They chanted "Ozzy!" and raised their hands in devil's horns signs as his cortege rolled down Broad Street in Birmingham's city center.
The world last week lost Ozzy Osbourne, the front man of Black Sabbath, heavy metal founder and bat-munching TV dad. But Birmingham lost a native son, a "Brummie lad" and "working class hero" from the Aston neighborhood, where parents toiled in the local factories as their kids learned to bang on drums and guitars.
He was born John Michael Osbourne and died on July 22, at 76, of a variant of Parkinson's disease, probably not helped much by a once-wild lifestyle of drugs and alcohol. He performed -- sitting on a black throne -- in a farewell concert at Birmingham's Villa Park soccer stadium earlier this month.
Because of the Emmy-winning MTV reality show, "The Osbournes," many Americans might remember him best as an economic migrant to Beverly Hills. But 90210 was not his forever home. He was buried Wednesday in England.
Tracey Beebee, 60, a lifelong fan from an old coal mining village north of Birmingham, wept openly. "At a time in my life when I didn't fit -- when a lot of us didn't fit in -- we had Ozzy," Beebee said. "All the odd people didn't feel so odd because we had Black Sabbath."
Black Sabbath is widely credited as a foundational heavy metal band, noted for its dark, heavy, loud, blues-rock-influenced sound, with lyrics about doom and destruction.
"No band is more influential on heavy music than Black Sabbath, -- a truism we might even extend to the idea of heavy metal thinking," the Washington Post pop music critic Chris Richards wrote in a recent appreciation, "that is, a heightened state of youthful ennui and fomenting skepticism routinely dismissed throughout the pop culture of the '80s and '90s as loser juvenilia."

A woman shows her tattoo of Ozzy Osbourne, the former Black Sabbath front man, on the day of the funeral cortege, in Birmingham, England, on Wednesday. (Jack Taylor/Reuters)



Fans react after tributes to Osbourne at "Black Sabbath Bridge" as his funeral cortege travels through his home city. (Leon Neal/Getty Images)


In Birmingham, England's second city, the metalheads waited quietly for the hearse to appear, with many mourners dressed in black jeans and leather vests, sporting old and new concert T-shirts, celebrating not only Black Sabbath but also their spawn, bands named Cannibal Corpse and Slayer.
Though some in the crowd discreetly sucked down cans of beer, it was a kid-friendly celebration for the Prince of Darkness, who liked to describe himself as "a family man."
In interviews here, aging thrashers pointed at Gen Z fans and nodded appreciatively.
"The young will keep the tradition alive," said John Cooper, 69, a lifelong local Sabbath fan and retiree who spent his working life in a factory that made nuts and bolts.
His friend, Baz Drew, 53, showed off a tattoo on his left arm. It featured a fading visage of Ozzy in his younger years, but underneath he had just added the dates marking the rocker's birth and death, "1948 to 2025."
"He was from this place; he was this place," Drew explained, which, in honesty, "he might have described as a slum."
"He remained a Brummie lad," he said. "He was humble. But he was huge."
Drew's friend, Chris Carpenter, 51, who works at a factory making Land Rovers, showed off his four fingers tattooed to read "O-Z-Z-Y."
"He was bigger than the queen, really," Carpenter said. The mourners agreed it was a travesty that Osbourne wasn't knighted by King Charles III, who was a fan of sorts.
The British press revealed that the two exchanged correspondence over the years. Osbourne performed at Queen Elizabeth II's Golden Jubilee concert at Buckingham Palace in 2002, playing the Black Sabbath hit "Paranoid."

From left, Jack Osbourne, Sharon Osbourne and Kelly Osbourne lay flowers among many left at the "Black Sabbath Bench" on Broad Street ahead of the Wednesday funeral procession. (Jacob King/AP)



Many fans left floral tributes for Osbourne in front of the Black Sabbath Bridge as they gathered to watch the funeral procession. (Alberto Pezzali/AP)


In a less regal, if no less memorable, moment, during a solo performance in Des Moines on Jan. 20, 1982, Osbourne bit the head off of a bat. He later joked that the stunt would appear in his obituary.
At one point Wednesday, the crowd grew silent as Ozzy's wife, Sharon Osbourne, and two of their children, Kelly and Jack, stepped out of a black car to place roses beside the mountain of flowers left on top of the "Black Sabbath Bench" next to the "Black Sabbath Bridge," just down the road from the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, which is featuring the exhibit "Ozzy Osbourne: Working Class Hero."
Osbourne and his bandmates were from the Aston neighborhood. His father was a toolmaker; his mother worked at an auto parts factory. The bassist for Black Sabbath, Terence "Geezer" Butler, was from down the road. The Butler family's home had been bombed by the Luftwaffe in World War II. The band's guitarist, Tony Iommi, lost the tips of the middle and ring fingers of his right hand at his job at a sheet metal plant.
Osbourne was scheduled to be buried at a private ceremony.
The Lord Mayor of Birmingham, Zafar Iqbal, said Osbourne put Birmingham "on the map."
"I think it was a fitting tribute to a legend who was a Brummie through and through," Iqbal said. "Like his final gig, he came back home and we were proud to have him."
David Winser, 20, was carrying a bouquet of red roses, with a handwritten note thanking Osbourne for all he meant to him, adding, "Heroes get remembered and legends never die."
Winser plays guitar and has dreams, too, and a band. What's it called? "Doesn't have a name yet," he said.
Along the curb, Mel Higgins, 21, a student, said her favorite Osbourne song was probably "No More Tears" from 1991, which the singer once called "a gift from God."
Asked how long she's been a fan, Higgins said, "Since I was a baby."
"My dad used to play Black Sabbath records all the time," she said, adding that she was happy to celebrate the passing star. "Because not really anybody famous is from Birmingham," she said.

A child raises his hand in a devil's horns sign as people gather for the funeral cortege for Osbourne. (Jack Taylor/Reuters)
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Middle East conflict
Gaza airdrops deliver a fraction of what trucks could, aid groups warn
Israel's decision to allow Gaza airdrops to resume comes with risks and high costs, and experts say it's not enough to meet acute need amid a starvation crisis.

(The Washington Post)


By Sammy Westfall, Manuel Canales, Artur Galocha | 2025-07-31
Of the scant paths for food aid to reach Gazans facing starvation, one is particularly ineffective, aid groups warn: dropping pallets of food from planes.
Airdrops, tried briefly by the United States and others in March of last year, resumed over the weekend, amid a starvation crisis that the world's leading hunger monitor said this week had "worsened dramatically" to the point of famine.
Israel made an initial drop Saturday, followed by aid flights from other countries in the region, including Jordan, amid mounting international criticism over the impact of Israeli policies in Gaza. Israel also said it would facilitate more deliveries of food by trucks, open secure corridors and pause fighting each day in certain areas to allow aid to increase.

Israel resumed airdropping food into Gaza and announced "tactical pauses" in fighting on July 27, as deaths from starvation in the enclave worsened.


As aid groups scramble to try to meet the needs of Gazans, they warn that airdrops, while better than no aid at all, should not be seen as a solution.
"While we welcome any effort to get aid to desperate civilians in Gaza, we know that airdrops are very expensive, often ineffective and not sustainable," said Katy Crosby, senior director for policy and advocacy for the international aid group Mercy Corps.
David Miliband, the head of the International Rescue Committee, a humanitarian relief organization, and Philippe Lazzarini, the head of the United Nations agency for Palestinian refugees, among others, say the way to get aid to Gaza is clear: Open land crossings to allow in a high volume of trucks and allow aid groups unfettered humanitarian access to reach Gazans in need.
UNRWA, the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, had the equivalent of 6,000 trucks in Jordan and Egypt waiting to be allowed into Gaza as of Saturday, Lazzarini said in a statement posted to X. Israel's military says it does not limit trucks entering Gaza.
Israel accuses Hamas of corrupting the long-standing U.N.-coordinated system of aid delivery by systematically stealing and looting. It also says humanitarian groups have failed to collect and distribute the aid -- charges they deny.
Before the war, the Gaza Strip depended on about 500 truckloads of aid per day, under strict regulations imposed by Israel and Egypt.
After the war in Gaza began in response to the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attack on Israel, the number of trucks fluctuated but steeply declined overall, with many days seeing only a few dozen, and with Israel controlling major parts of the aid delivery process. Aid groups report onerous inspections, limited land entry points and faulty deconfliction channels.

Young Gazans gather as a military transport aircraft flies overhead during an aid drop in the northern Gaza Strip on Sunday. (Bashar Taleb/AFP/Getty Images)


Despite the struggle to deliver aid by other methods, airdrops are "considered an absolute last resort" in the humanitarian community -- used when there are "actual geographic barriers" such as flooding and earthquakes that block roads, said Crosby, of Mercy Corps.
Airdrops, which are not precision-guided, can easily go astray, she said. In Gaza, one of the most densely populated areas in the world, the risks are particularly high. People can be crushed by the pallets of food, which weigh more than 1,000 pounds, or they can chase off-course boxes into dangerous areas.
"You are essentially having to run after a parachute, to put it bluntly," Crosby said.
Once dropped goods reach the ground, there is nobody standing by to organize distribution. Desperate people may rush to collect food, while the most vulnerable -- children, women, the elderly and disabled people -- often struggle to get it.
"Airdrops are not a solution. They really are theater, it's theatrics," said Bushra Khalidi, the policy lead for the aid group Oxfam in the Palestinian territories. Lazzarini echoed that view, calling them a "distraction."
The Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT), the branch of the Israeli military that handles civil affairs in the occupied territories, did not respond immediately to a request to comment on the criticism of airdrops.

Internally displaced Palestinians try to grab bags of flour from an aid truck in the northern Gaza Strip on Sunday. (Mohammed Saber/SABER/EPA/Shutterstock)


Humanitarian groups have long raised alarms of a looming famine in Gaza. More than 147 people, including 88 children, have died of malnutrition, according to Gaza's Health Ministry.
After imposing an 11-week total block on all food and medicine entering Gaza in March, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said his decision to ease restrictions was in part an effort to placate international allies.
The U.S.-backed Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, a new organization with opaque origins and funding sources, has in recent months taken over the distribution of aid in areas controlled by the Israeli military. Hundreds of civilians have been shot dead in the crush to enter these distribution sites, many of them allegedly felled by Israeli soldiers positioned nearby. Israel says its forces fired warning shots.
The recent airdrops are a return to a method tried earlier in the war. The United States under President Joe Biden joined the effort to drop aid to Gaza early last year. Military aircraft -- from the U.S., Jordan, Britain and others -- flew and dropped crates wrapped in protective plastic and fitted with shock-absorbing bases.
Within six weeks early last year, Britain made 11 airdrops carrying a total of 121 tons of aid from 120 parachutes -- about 11 tons per drop. In an announcement at the time, then-Foreign Secretary David Cameron said: "It is only by land that we will be able to transport the full amount of humanitarian assistance needed."
In that initial wave, the airdrops came under criticism from rights groups as inefficient -- and even deadly. Five people were killed by a crate of aid whose parachute malfunctioned in March 2024, and  12 Gazans drowned when they tried to reach airdropped boxes that landed in the sea, Gaza health authorities said.
The U.N.'s Lazzarini said that driving aid into the territory is easier, more effective, cheaper and safer. It's also "more dignified" for the people of Gaza, he said.
Some criticism has come from inside Gaza as well. Renad Attallah, an 11-year-old in Gaza with a large online following, posted on Instagram: "I want to tell you that airdropping aid is an ineffective and humiliating method. ... Just because we are being starved doesn't mean we should accept humiliation."
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World
Earthquake off Russia's coast is among strongest ever recorded
The 8.8-magnitude earthquake that struck Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula could be among the six strongest on record, according to U.S. geological authorities.

(The Washington Post)


By Annabelle Timsit, Amaya Verde, Ben Noll | 2025-07-30
An earthquake that struck Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula early on Wednesday, prompting widespread evacuations and setting off tsunami warnings in Japan and Hawaii, is among the largest ever recorded.
The earthquake struck off the Kamchatka coast at an 8.8 magnitude, according to data from the U.S. Geological Survey. That would place it in the top six strongest earthquakes on record, according to the agency's historical data.
The data is preliminary and could eventually be revised by the agency. Wednesday's earthquake is tied for sixth place with two other 8.8-magnitude earthquakes, in Chile in 2010 and Ecuador and Colombia in 1906.
The damage from Wednesday's earthquake will only be determined in the days and months ahead. It struck near Russia's Far East, a sparsely populated area. But it damaged buildings and injured several people, though no deaths have been reported thus far, according to Russian officials.

An 8.8-magnitude earthquake struck near Kamchatka, eastern Russia on July 30, prompting tsunami warnings across the North Pacific.


The strongest earthquakes on record hit countries including Chile, the United States, Japan and Indonesia -- with devastating results. Here's what happened.

People look at the ruins of the Church of Concepcion in Concepcion, Chile, which partially collapsed as a result of the earthquake on May 22, 1960. (AP) 


The strongest quake ever measured, at 9.5 magnitude, happened around Biobio, Chile, in 1960, and was followed by other earthquakes and a powerful tsunami. According to the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 490 to 5,700 people are estimated to have died in Chile as a result of the initial shock and ensuing tsunami, while the tsunami killed 61 people in Hawaii, 21 people in the Philippines and 122 in Japan. The property damage and economic reverberations were enormous. It is now known as the Great Chilean Earthquake or Valdivia Earthquake.

A 1964 earthquake in Alaska is the second strongest quake on record, and the largest recorded earthquake in U.S. history.


In 1964, a 9.2-magnitude earthquake struck Prince William Sound, Alaska -- the second-strongest quake on record, and the largest recorded earthquake in U.S. history. The Great Alaska Earthquake, as it is known, as well as the tsunamis and aftershocks that followed for weeks, killed 139 people and caused extensive flooding and damage, according to NOAA. It prompted President Lyndon B. Johnson to declare a disaster area in the state.

In this Dec. 27, 2004 photo, debris litters the front lawn of Baiturrahman Grand Mosque after gigantic waves swept through Banda Aceh, Indonesia. (Achmad Ibrahim/AP)


Another 9.1-magnitude earthquake in Sumatra, Indonesia, in 2004, was one of the deadliest natural disasters of all time. It triggered a tsunami that brought 100-foot waves to coastal areas in countries including Indonesia, Thailand and Sri Lanka. Some 230,000 people were declared dead or missing, and hundreds of thousands were displaced. The estimated total material losses in the region were $10 billion.

People stand around a vessel washed ashore by the tsunami in Ofunato, Japan, on March 15, 2011. (Matt Dunham/AP)


Wednesday's quake near the Kamchatka Peninsula was the strongest since a 9.1-magnitude earthquake in Tohoku, Japan, in 2011, which triggered a deadly and destructive tsunami that disabled three reactors at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant and caused nuclear leaks. More than 18,000 people died, mostly as a result of the tsunami, and at least 6,000 were injured and tens of thousands were displaced.
That earthquake originally measured 8.9 on the Richter scale but was later revised to 9.1, showing how the original assessment of an earthquake's magnitude can evolve.
The Kamchatka Peninsula has been the epicenter of a major earthquake before. In 1952, a 9.0-magnitude earthquake there caused severe damage and struck Hawaii and other parts of the Pacific. It was followed by a tsunami that brought waves of up to 23 feet to the coasts of Kamchatka and the Kuril Islands, according to NOAA.
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Economy
Trump's tariffs face challenge, while administration rushes to finish trade deals
The Trump administration's tariffs are facing a major challenge in front of federal judges. Meanwhile, Mexico got a 90-day reprieve from higher rates.

President Donald Trump's tariffs -- ruled illegal by the Court of International Trade in May, an order the administration appealed -- are being argued Thursday in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit in Washington, one day before higher rates are scheduled to take effect. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Rachel Lerman | 2025-07-31
President Donald Trump's cornerstone economic policy continued to evolve Thursday, as the administration rushed to sign trade deals with countries around the world before an Aug. 1 deadline for higher tariff rates, while a federal appellate court heard the case challenging whether the tariffs are legal.
Higher tariff rates, paused for months, are scheduled to kick in Friday, a deadline set by the Trump administration. The White House has so far announced frameworks of trade deals with a handful of trading partners to lower their rates from earlier announcements, including the European Union, Vietnam, Japan and Britain. But dozens of other countries are facing double-digit tariff rates that are poised to kick in after midnight.
The state of play for the United States' largest trading partners is unclear. Trump said Thursday morning that he would extend the deadline for Mexico for another 90 days to allow time to negotiate. China's deadline had earlier been pushed to Aug. 12 as the countries hold talks. Separately Thursday, Trump cast doubt on a trade deal with Canada after that country prepared to recognize a Palestinian state.
Meanwhile, the legality of his so-called "reciprocal" tariffs are being challenged in court by a group of small businesses and states arguing that no emergency exists to allow the administration to skip legal steps to impose tariffs on foreign goods around the world.
The Court of International Trade sided with the businesses in May, ruling that most of Trump's tariffs are illegal because the law he used does not allow the president to "impose unlimited tariffs on goods from nearly every country in the world." The government quickly appealed the ruling, which has been put on hold as the issue proceeds in court.
If the small businesses are successful in throwing out Trump's tariffs, it would mean many of the president's most prominent economic efforts from his second term so far would be moot. Some tariffs would not be affected by the ruling, such as those on steel and aluminum, but the more widespread tariffs on most countries that were announced in April would be halted.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit in Washington heard oral arguments Thursday, but a decision could be weeks away. The case will probably ultimately end up at the U.S. Supreme Court, and the legal battle could drag on for months.
"The longer this goes on, the bigger the potential impact for importers as they continue to pay tariffs," said Justin Angotti, an associate focused on international trade at law firm Reed Smith.
Tariffs are taxes that U.S. importers pay, and those costs are often passed on to the businesses and consumers who buy the goods. As a result, many view such tariffs as taxes on end users.
Economists have predicted that tariffs will raise costs for average Americans, although so far they haven't significantly increased inflation. Experts say the full effects of the taxes will not be felt for months.
On Thursday, a panel of federal judges questioned the government and the coalition of small businesses and states, focusing on whether an emergency exists to allow Trump to use the law he utilized to impose many tariffs this year.
The case centers on a 1977 law called the International Emergency Economic Powers Act, or IEEPA, which Trump used to impose many of the tariffs. The plaintiffs argue that the president overstepped his authority by using the IEEPA to underpin the tariffs, stating in court filings that the law is intended for emergencies to deal with threats, and is a "sanctions and embargo law, not a blank check for the President to rewrite tariff schedules."
The judges asked the government how the law allows the president to impose tariffs when the term isn't even mentioned in the statute.
"Tariffs seems to have no friends in that statute," one judge said. "Why would we read tariffs into that statute?"
Government lawyer Brett Shumate said that Congress wanted to provide "broad and flexible" authority with the law, and that it allows for regulating importation.
Lawyers for the states and small businesses argued that Trump had overstepped his authority when he became the first president to use the law to impose tariffs.
"He's drawing his power from a place where it doesn't even exist," said Reilly Stephens, senior counsel at the Liberty Justice Center, the nonprofit public-interest litigation firm representing the small businesses.
But the Trump administration has argued that the law is appropriate for the levies, pointing to several issues it says constitute emergencies.
"President Trump has found that America's exploding trade deficit, the implications of that deficit for our economy and national security, and a fentanyl importation crisis that has claimed thousands of American lives constitute national emergencies," the Justice Department wrote in a court filing.
Analysts at investment bank Piper Sandler wrote in a note last week that it believes the Supreme Court is "highly unlikely" to rule in Trump's favor.
"Making a deal with another country has no bearing on the legality of Trump's tariffs. If Trump does not have the authority to impose tariffs he is claiming, it doesn't matter whether he makes a deal with Japan or anyone else," they wrote. "Congress has not given him authority to strike these deals and has not approved them -- nor will it approve them."
The Trump administration could possibly turn to other legal mechanisms in place to impose tariffs if this approach is thrown out.
"The Administration is legally and fairly using tariff powers that have been granted to the executive branch by the Constitution and Congress to level the playing field for American workers and safeguard our national security," White House spokesman Kush Desai said in a statement.
Tariff rates have fluctuated wildly this year, as the White House imposed rates as high as 145 percent on China in particular, then lowered most rates to about 10 percent temporarily. The uncertainty has caused backlogs in the global supply chain, and put stress on some business owners struggling to plan their finances amid the changing policies.
Higher rates on trading partners' goods are supposed to take effect Friday for dozens of countries that have not reached an agreement with the U.S. That deadline has been pushed back multiple times, and it could be extended again.
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Economy
The Fed's preferred measure of inflation is running hot, buoyed by tariffs
Inflation remained stubbornly high in June, according to data released by the Commerce Department on Thursday, as President Donald Trump's tariffs begin to ripple through the broader economy. 

The produce section of a Holiday Market grocery store in Klamath Falls, Oregon, on May 16, 2024. (Chona Kasinger/Bloomberg/Bloomberg)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2025-07-31
Inflation remained elevated in June, as new tariffs began to filter through more parts of the economy, according to data released Thursday by the Commerce Department.
Consumer prices rose 2.6 percent over the 12 months ending in June, according to the personal consumption expenditures price index, more than economists had expected. A "core" measure that strips out volatile food and energy prices also came in a bit hotter than forecast, rising 2.8 percent. Readings from both April and May were also revised upward, a bit hotter than initially reported.
Consumer spending, another key indicator, also increased for the month, though growth came in a touch below analysts' expectations.
Taken all together, the report show that Trump's tariffs are beginning to leave more of an imprint on the economy, stoking inflation and weighing on consumer decisions to buy more, which is a big deal, as consumer spending fuels most of economic growth.
The news comes as even sharper tariffs are expected to take hold on Aug. 1, on a number of countries that haven't come to new trade deals with the Trump administration, including Canada, a major trade partner, especially in the automobile sector.
Inflation remains firmly above the Fed's long-standing 2 percent target, complicating calls by some officials -- and by the president -- to lower interest rates in hopes of spurring economic growth. The central bank left rates unchanged at the conclusion of its two-day policy meeting this week, marking the fifth straight hold.
Earlier this month, the government reported that another key inflation gauge -- the consumer price index -- also rose in June, driven in part by higher prices for imported goods like appliances, furniture and toys.
Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell said Wednesday that officials remain concerned that tariffs could further fuel inflation.
"A reasonable base case is that the effects on inflation could be short-lived, reflecting a one-time shift in the price level. But it is also possible that the inflationary effects could instead be more persistent, and that is a risk to be assessed and managed," Powell said, explaining the cautious move on monetary policy.
Trump, meanwhile, renewed his public criticism of Powell on Thursday for not cutting rates -- a sharp change from a week earlier, when the president praised the Fed chief following a visit to the central bank's headquarters.
"He is TOO LATE, and actually, TOO ANGRY, TOO STUPID & TOO POLITICAL, to have the job of Fed chair," the president wrote on social media.
Signs of strain are emerging in consumer spending. Recent data from the Bank of America Institute show services-related spending -- including for hotels and restaurants -- has declined for three consecutive months, the first such drop since 2008. Credit card spending grew in June but less than cumulative declines the two prior months.
Consumers are scaling back on discretionary expenses such as travel and dining as costs on essential services such as insurance and rent continue to climb.
"If you were to say, 'what is the temperature of the consumer right now?' I would tell you that it's cooling but it's not frozen. It's not collapsing," Liz Everett Krisberg, head of the Bank of America Institute, told reporters this week.
Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell offered little guidance Wednesday on what might trigger an interest-rate cut in the coming months, saying officials will wait for more data before deciding whether to move at their next meeting in September.
The central bank faces a delicate balancing act. On one hand, prolonged trade tensions could drag down economic growth and rattle financial markets -- conditions that typically call for lower rates. On the other, new tariffs risk fueling inflation, which could push the Fed in the opposite direction. Some economists caution that inflation may take longer to materialize than signs of a cooling economy, adding another layer of complexity to the Fed's decision-making.
Though the Fed held interest rates steady this week, officials were not united in the decision. Two members of the central bank's board of governors dissented, signaling they would have preferred a rate cut -- though not nearly as steep as the cuts President Donald Trump has called for. Still, the split underscored growing debate within the Fed over how to respond to a murky economic outlook.
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Economic Policy
GOP senators reject Trump's pitch to use tariff revenue for 'rebates'
Many Republican lawmakers said paying down the growing national debt was a higher priority.

Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) listens during a hearing in March. Hawley has introduced legislation that would send some tariff revenue back to taxpayers as a rebate. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin | 2025-07-31
President Donald Trump has discussed using revenue from new tariffs to send "rebates" to Americans -- but Republicans in the Senate aren't leaping at the idea.
The U.S. government has taken in more than $93 billion from tariffs through mid-July, and most GOP lawmakers want to put all of that toward reducing the national debt, which is over $36 trillion. The debt is expected to grow by another $3.4 trillion over the next decade due to Republicans' sweeping tax and immigration bill, enacted this month.
"The big thing we want to do is pay down debt, but we're thinking about a rebate," Trump told reporters last week. "We have so much money coming in from tariffs that a little rebate for people of a certain income level might be really nice."
Congress would need to pass legislation to make the proposal a reality, though, as they did in response to the coronavirus pandemic.
In 2020 during Trump's first term and in 2021 under President Joe Biden, Congress approved three "economic impact payments" to Americans. Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) introduced a bill Monday modeled after those payments to give taxpayers a $600 tax rebate using tariff revenue, including $600 for each dependent child. Under the proposal, a family of four would receive $2,400.
"Why not reward the working people who have taken it in the shins for the last four years and give them something out of this? I think they need it and deserve it," Hawley said Tuesday.
But most Republican senators said the first priority should be digging out of debt.
"We're $37 trillion in debt. We're running deficits close to $2 trillion. I wouldn't support it," Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin) said. "At some point in time, this madness has to end."
A White House spokesman did not immediately return a request for comment on the GOP reticence.
In general, American companies that import goods from other countries pay for tariffs. They usually pass along the increased cost to consumers. Sometimes, overseas manufacturers also absorb some of the costs.
Both the U.S. and global economies have been resilient to the administration's tariffs so far, in part because companies stockpiled goods earlier this year to stave off expected import tax increases. Experts say prices could rise soon as those supplies dwindle.
Consumer prices rose by 2.7 percent in June over the previous year, up from a 2.4 percent annualized increase in May, according to the Labor Department.
Some senators said tariff rebates aren't yet needed, because consumer confidence has recently rebounded.
"I just don't know that they're necessary. The folks back home don't feel like they're being hurt by tariffs, just the opposite. Prices have stabilized," Sen. Roger Marshall (R-Kansas) said. The best use of the tariff funds, he said: "Pay down the debt."
Sen. James Lankford (R-Oklahoma) said there's no way to equally divide revenue to help those who have been hit by higher prices from tariffs while bypassing those who haven't.
"I think it's a bad idea," he said.
Not all senators were against the idea: Sen. Eric Schmitt (R-Missouri), a close Trump ally, said he agrees with sending tariff proceeds back to voters.
"I think it's also an acknowledgment that all the experts have been totally wrong about this, that the tariffs were going to be a disaster," he said.
And Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (New Hampshire), the top Democrat on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, said tariff revenue should "go back to the people who are paying the tariffs, the United States, all of those consumers who are going to get hit."
However, most Democrats were quick to call Republicans hypocritical for backing Trump's tax legislation, which is expected to hurt low-income households' finances more than it helps them.
"I would support a bill that lowers costs for American families paid for by rolling back those trillions of dollars of tax cuts for billionaires and billionaire corporations," said Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts). "If the Republicans have in mind some way to help families lower costs, I'd like to see it."
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Business
Investigators detail points of failure leading to D.C.-area plane crash
An Army helicopter unit flew in the tight airspace using faulty altitude readings, while controllers' efforts to improve safety were rebuffed, according to the NTSB.

Family members of the victims of American Airlines Flight 5342 listen to opening statements during the National Transportation Safety Board fact-finding hearing on the midair collision. (Rod Lamkey/AP)


By Ian Duncan, Tara  Copp, Lori Aratani, Alex Horton, Rachel Weiner | 2025-07-31
Investigators painted a devastating picture Wednesday of numerous mistakes and government failures that converged at a tragic point 278 feet above the Potomac River on Jan. 29, in the fullest public airing of factors in the collision of a regional passenger jet and an Army Black Hawk helicopter that cost 67 lives.
National Transportation Safety Board investigators grilled Federal Aviation Administration and Army officials for not taking action after years of warnings from air traffic controllers and others about dangers in the busy airspace around Reagan National Airport, which is crowded with military and civilian aircraft.
They released thousands of pages of documents about equipment faults aboard Army helicopters, confusion and limited visibility for the helicopter crew on the night of the crash, control tower staffing, and missed opportunities to reduce clear risks.
The documents -- released at the start of three days of public hearings on the crash -- include the first account from the frontline air traffic controller in National's tower. He was handling two jobs at once and told investigators that he had been getting "overwhelmed" just 15 minutes before the crash.
An airline pilot picked up on that, telling investigators the controller seemed unusually busy and overloaded. The controller said he relied on the helicopter crew to avoid the airliner, but they appeared not to have seen the jet even seconds before impact.
But roots of the problems began long before that night, according to NTSB documents. The Army's helicopters had altimeters that gave erroneous readouts to pilots flying in the sensitive airspace, which has a 200-foot height limit. And before the crash, an FAA regional manager blocked a proposal to move the helicopter route away from the danger zone of intersecting flight routes where the crash happened, deeming the idea "too political."
The safety board is not expected to reach its final conclusions about the causes of the crash and issue safety recommendations until next year. But taken together, the full day of testimony and thousands of pages of documents provide the clearest accounting yet of what led up to the crash. And board members grew frustrated with what they called inadequate responses from Army and FAA officials.
"You guys are pointing out, 'Well, our bureaucratic process, somebody should have brought it up at some other symposium,'" NTSB Chairwoman Jennifer Homendy said. "Are you kidding me? 67 people are dead. How do you explain that?"
Several dozen family members of the victims attended the hearing.
"I just want those responsible to be held accountable," said Aisha Duggins, whose sister, Kiah, died in the crash. "I do not appreciate the rigmarole and the attempt to skirt responsibility."
On the night of the crash, the Army helicopter on a routine training mission with a crew of three was hurtling south down the Potomac River. In addition to getting faulty readings from an altimeter, the crew members were coping with poor radio communication quality -- one of the crew called it "crappy," according to a cockpit recorder transcript released Wednesday -- and were probably wearing night-vision goggles that limited their field of view and boosted the glare from surrounding urban lights. The American Airlines regional jet, inbound from Wichita, meanwhile, was swooping in to land on Runway 33 with 64 passengers and crew members.
In the tower at National, one controller was handling two sets of duties, managing both helicopters and jets, according to the documents and transcripts of interviews released by the NTSB. Shortly before the Army helicopter checked in for the first time, the controller told investigators, he had been considering asking for additional help managing the combined traffic.
"I was starting to become a little overwhelmed with the helicopters but it was like as soon as I was about to say something, then I got rid of the few helicopters," said the controller, whose name is redacted in the NTSB records. "So for me, it was manageable."
But a pilot on the flight into National before the crash told investigators the air traffic controller that night seemed "exceptionally busy" and was "not instilling a lot of confidence" because he was changing his mind on clearances.
The controller "seemed a little bit ... overloaded," PSA Airlines captain Kevin Ashe told investigators, according to an interview transcript.
Ashe said what caught his attention was hearing the controller "giving clearances and there were a couple of times ... where he changed his mind, to do one thing, but then no, do this."
One of the most experienced aviators in the Army told NTSB investigators he was bewildered that the controller did not advise the Black Hawk crew to pause and allow the regional passenger jet to land, which he described as out of step with past practice.
If the airspace is congested and the aircraft landing on Runway 33 are on a path to converge, air traffic controllers instruct helicopter crews flying south to halt at Hains Point near the airport, Chief Warrant Officer 5 David Van Vechten Jr. told investigators, according to a transcript released Wednesday. The typical practice is to hover or fly ellipses nearby until the jet passes.
"Not one single time ever did they let me cross the approach path of 33 ... so I've never seen that allowed," he said. "They've never even given the option to request visual separation."
The controller told investigators that the decision about whether to direct a helicopter to hold is made on a case-by-case basis. According to radio transcripts between the tower and aircraft, the Army helicopter crew confirmed that they could see the airliner and were flying under "visual separation" rules, meaning it was up to them to avoid the jet.
"That means that they see what they're doing and they're not going to be in that aircraft's path ... they're not going to hit them," the controller said. The controller turned to other duties, but when he looked out the tower window, he said, he saw that the Black Hawk was "way closer" to the airliner than it should have been.
An investigator asked the controller why he did not advise the jet crew about the approaching helicopter in that moment.
"I don't think it would have made a difference honestly," the controller said, before stumbling over his words and asking to pause the interview.
A Washington Post investigation has found it was possible that the Black Hawk crew mistook a distant airplane for Flight 5342 while the actual jet was obscured by the city's bright lights. A transcript of the discussion among the Black Hawk crew captured by the helicopter's voice recorder does not indicate they saw the plane before impact.
The Army helicopter, operating from Davison Army Airfield in Virginia, was heading down the river using long-established routes. The helicopter had two types of altimeter: a barometric one that uses a measure of air pressure to determine altitude and a radio altimeter that bounces radio waves off the surface.
The NTSB found that throughout the flight, the Black Hawk crew called out elevations that were about 100 feet lower than the altitude recorded by their radio altimeter -- a critical discrepancy in an area where helicopters were required to follow strict height limits.
Tests of three other Black Hawk helicopters from the same unit after the crash showed similar discrepancies of between 80 and 130 feet, investigators said. An FAA study of 523 flights using the same route between Jan. 1, 2024, and Jan. 30, 2025, found that half flew above the 200-foot limit.
Army pilot instructor Kylene Lewis testified Wednesday that there is not a "published standard" on when to use a barometric altimeter rather than an alternative radio altimeter. But under further questioning, Lewis said she would rely more on the radio system when flying low. Investigators repeatedly highlighted that there was only a 75-foot distance between the commercial and helicopter flight paths at National Airport, but Lewis said an 80-foot discrepancy between altitude measures "would not be cause for alarm."
That testimony appeared to conflict with federal safety guidelines. FAA policy says that if the discrepancy is 75 feet or greater an altimeter is deemed "questionable" and should be referred for repair. A similar Army policy deems an altimeter "unreliable" if it is 70 feet off.
In one striking exchange, safety board member J. Todd Inman pressed an Army engineer on whether known issues with the helicopter model involved in the crash were being addressed.
"So you don't even know if you're going to make any changes based upon the research we've already done?"  Inman asked the engineer. "How much tolerance for [discrepancies] should there be when civilian lives are at risk?"
Army aviation engineer Scott Rosengren said the unit in charge of helicopters would seek an airworthiness recommendation and organize a safety working group.
Rosengren said that if he were "king for a day," he would replace the 1980s-era craft, but that they met federal regulations. "The FAA provides the requirements for flying in the national airspace," Rosengren said. "We do meet the specifications."
Two military aviation veterans who now handle civilian helicopter flights in the region said in testimony and interview transcripts that they had raised alarms about close calls to military leadership through the helicopter workings group. Rick Dressler, who works for MedStar, said "there was a significant, significant issue with both training and attitude toward operation within the D.C. airspace."
Aaron Smith, chief helicopter pilot with the Prince George's County police, recalled telling the head of the 12th Battalion several years ago, "You guys have no clue what we're doing, and there's going to be a catastrophic incident." He told investigators, "It was predicted and it happened."
The Army did not explain those warnings but said Brig. Gen. Matthew Braman, until recently the head of Army aviation, asked Dressler to share the correspondence he mentioned.
There was little room between the top of the helicopter route and the landing path for National's Runway 33, according to the NTSB and a Post review of aviation charts, with as little as 15 feet separating the route for helicopters and a landing path for one of the runways at the airport. In March, the safety board called that gap an "intolerable risk." The FAA restricted helicopter traffic after the crash, and the route past the airport has now been permanently closed.
But members of a helicopter working group at the National control tower had pushed for changes to improve safety in the years before the crash, according to the NTSB investigation. The proposal to move the route was designed to "deconflict" the routes with landing paths for runways at National. The Post previously reported that controllers had unsuccessfully sought to shift the helicopter route to the east over Interstate 295.
Members of the working group told NTSB investigators that the proposal stopped at the regional general manager's office, "who they specifically recalled stating something to the effect that it was 'too political' and that they were not going to forward it further."
Clark Allen, who was the operations manager at the tower at the time of the crash, testified that a proposal to either eliminate the route or move it over the highway was raised in meetings with the agencies that use the airspace.
"Both of those options, we were told, we were unable to do due to continuity of government operations or security," Allen said.
The working group in 2022 also proposed labeling an area near the crash site as a known "hot spot" on aviation charts. That would have directed helicopter pilots to "use caution" for planes landing at National. The idea was denied after being reviewed by an FAA office responsible for designing charts, according to the NTSB.
Michael Laris, Brian Perlman and Margot Amouyal contributed to this report.
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Business
NTSB hearing: Army helicopter's location system wasn't working before deadly D.C. plane crash
The NTSB begins three days of hearings on the deadly D.C. plane crash with a U.S. Army Black Hawk helicopter near Reagan National Airport.

(Rod Lamkey/AP)


By Ian Duncan, Tara  Copp, Lori Aratani, Rachel Weiner, Margot Amouyal, Brian Perlman, Michael Laris, Alex Horton, JM Rieger, Washington Post staff | 2025-07-30
As the National Transportation Safety Board began three days of hearings into January's deadly midair collision near Washington's Reagan National Airport,  information from experts and released documents suggests the crew of the Black Hawk helicopter faced at least two problems that night: bad altitude information and bad communications with air traffic controllers.
The hearings -- along with Wednesday's release of almost 10,000 pages of investigative records -- should answer key questions about what was happening on the helicopter and the airport's control tower before the crash that killed 67 people on Jan. 29 when an Army Black Hawk helicopter hit an American Airlines regional jet that was about to land.
Barometric altimeters used by the Army crew told them the helicopter was 100 feet lower than it actually was, NTSB panelists said Wednesday. Meanwhile, according to a transcript of cockpit recordings, members of that crew complained of difficulty hearing transmissions from National Airport's air traffic control tower.
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Economic Policy
Trump says he has trade deal with South Korea as Friday deadline nears
Economic data out Wednesday showed trade turmoil wasn't holding back the U.S. economy, but the Federal Reserve left rates unchanged, citing fear of inflation.

President Donald Trump speaks at the White House on April 2 during an event to announce tariffs. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Jacob Bogage, Karishma Mehrotra, Michelle Lee | 2025-07-31
President Donald Trump said Wednesday he had reached a trade deal with South Korea ahead of a self-imposed Aug. 1 deadline before broad new taxes on imports kick in, though he also cast doubt on striking a deal with India, another of the United States' largest trading partners.
South Korea was set to face a 25 percent tariff beginning Friday, when rates are set to go up on dozens of countries. Trump earlier Wednesday posted on Truth Social, his social media platform, that the Friday deadline "STANDS STRONG, AND WILL NOT BE EXTENDED."
In the early evening, Trump wrote that South Korean imports will face a 15 percent tariff rate instead and that the country will invest $350 billion in the U.S., directed by the White House, plus purchase $100 billion in American energy.
South Korea is the country's ninth-largest trading partner, according to federal data. India is the 12th largest. The U.S. and South Korea have an existing trade agreement that Trump negotiated during his first term.
South Korean President Lee Jae Myung welcomed the deal, which landed after negotiations started only last month when Lee took office. Lee said that despite the tight deadline and "challenging circumstances," the agreement will help South Korea's competitiveness in the U.S. market.
"We overcame a major hurdle," Lee said in a statement posted on his Facebook page. "Through these negotiations, our government has eliminated uncertainty in the export environment and, by aligning U.S. tariffs with or below those of our major export competitors, we created an environment where we can compete on equal or superior terms with major countries."
Lee said the $350 billion fund would help South Korean companies enter the U.S. market in key areas, including shipbuilding, semiconductors, biotechnology and energy.
Of the $350 billion, $150 billion will go toward shipbuilding cooperation, he said. Shipbuilding had emerged as a key point in the negotiations, as South Korean officials pitched their nation's advanced industry as crucial to revitalizing the declining U.S. industry and help it keep up with China's. South Korea is the world's second-largest shipbuilder behind China.
The presidential office said after the announcement that South Korean autos will face 15 percent tariffs.
The announcement is a framework of an agreement. Finalized trade deals are massive and can take years to negotiate. But if the arrangement with South Korea is implemented, the White House will have brokered new arrangements with 11 of the country's top 15 trading partners.
Other agreements have been harder to achieve. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said this week that the U.S. and China, the country's third-largest trading partner, would agree to hold off on retaliatory trade measures and continue negotiations, extending a truce that began in mid-April.
A deal with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been one of the White House's top goals in months of trade talks. India has one of the world's most protectionist trade regimes. But it appeared Wednesday that no deal would land before the Friday deadline.
Citing the United States' "MASSIVE TRADE DEFICIT WITH INDIA!!!" and that country's purchases of Russian military equipment and energy, Trump wrote on Truth Social that he will order a 25 percent tariff rate for Indian imports and an unspecified "penalty" as of Friday.
Tariffs are taxes the government charges on imported goods, which consumers often ultimately pay for through higher prices. And while the tariff rollout has injected uncertainty into the economy, data released Wednesday showed businesses and consumers had so far shrugged off the impact. The Federal Reserve also left interest rates unchanged Wednesday, as officials worried that trade policy could stoke inflation.
Trump announced a wide range of tariffs April 2, which he dubbed "Liberation Day." Those would have raised the country's effective tariff rate to 28 percent, according to the Yale Budget Lab. Entering Trump's second term, the national tariff rate hovered between 2 and 3 percent.
The move staggered global markets, and Trump quickly pulled back, punting the start date for the levies for three months to allow negotiating time with foreign leaders.
"I was trying to explain to people who panicked on April 2, we're doing peace deals, trade deals, tax deals, and they're all coming together," Bessent said Wednesday at an event hosted by the conservative news site Breitbart.
"For a while, it looked in April-May like the U.S. was alone against the world," he added. "Now that we've done deals with our top trading partners, we have a lot more leverage."
Trump has wielded not just access to American markets but also security assistance as bargaining tools in trade talks. European nations and South Korea are eager to keep U.S. military personnel on the ground in their countries; Trump has considered moving tens of thousands of troops from both regions, according to recent reports.
He also used the threat of additional tariffs to push for peace deals between Thailand and Cambodia, and India and Pakistan, separate from talks over tariff rates with those countries.
The U.S. economy grew at a healthy 3 percent pace in the second quarter, though analysts warn that trade-related quirks are probably making the economy appear more robust than it is. Consumer spending growth has recently slowed, and companies are increasingly paring back hiring plans while they wait for clarity.
Overall, gross domestic product -- the broadest measure of the goods and services produced in the United States -- grew at a rate of 1.25 percent between January and June, a notable slowdown from a 2.3 percent pace a year earlier.
Still, the Trump administration was quick to tout the latest growth numbers, saying its policies are fueling a new "Golden Age" for the economy and needling the Fed for not lowering interest rates yet.
"Americans trust in President Trump's America First economic agenda that continues to prove the so-called 'experts' wrong," White House spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said in a statement Wednesday.
In some parts of the economy, supply chains braced for higher tariff rates as the deadline nears. The U.S. Postal Service sent advisories to consumers Wednesday with instructions to comply with "de minimis" tariffs, or levies on low-value goods. Those items were previously exempt from trade barriers.
The White House also issued executive orders Wednesday to make official new tariffs on copper imports and on goods from Brazil, which Trump has criticized for prosecuting former president Jair Bolsonaro.
American and Indian negotiators had hoped in recent days that a breakthrough was within reach on what was supposed to be the first part of a landmark agreement. The United States is India's largest trading partner, accounting for almost a fifth of its exports and creating a $46 billion trade surplus in 2024.
That optimism unraveled after Trump's early-morning posts.
Higher tariffs threaten to derail India's growth ambitions, especially in its sectors with heavy U.S. exports such as pharmaceuticals and smartphones.
Many economists expect the new tariffs to be layered on top of a 10 percent levy on what are known as the "BRICS" nations, which include Brazil, India, Russia, China, South Africa and others.
At the heart of trade talks with the United States is dairy -- a highly protected industry in India. New Delhi opposes dairy imports from cows fed with animal-derived products, a common U.S. farming practice. Local media often refer to such imports as "non-veg milk."
Washington also has pressed India to relax rules against genetically modified crops, especially corn and soybeans.
Trump's April tariff announcement revived a long-standing debate in India about whether the country should open up its heavily protectionist economy. Many economists have argued that the moment presents a rare, politically viable chance to push through long-needed liberalization. But others have warned that India's labor-intensive small and midsize industries -- which could struggle to compete globally -- may not survive the shock.
India's average tariff stood at 17 percent in 2023, nearly six times the average U.S. rate, according to the World Trade Organization.
Trump has repeatedly singled out India for its tariffs in speeches and news conferences -- including during an appearance with Modi in February.
While some nations responded to Trump's April tariffs with retaliation, India was proactive in its concessions early on -- reducing tariffs on some cars, motorcycles, electronics, solar components, chemicals and alcohol. It also proposed eliminating what is referred to as the "Google tax" on online advertisements.
But since then, relations have taken a turn for the worse, including after a flare-up between India and Pakistan, which Trump repeatedly claimed he helped defuse by leveraging trade pressure. India has made calibrated denials of those claims, while analysts have highlighted what they see as a tilt in U.S. policy toward Pakistan -- exposing the limits of the ideological alignment between Modi and Trump.
India's Commerce Ministry said in a statement Wednesday that "we remain committed" to reaching a "fair, balanced and mutually beneficial bilateral trade agreement."
But Indian opposition politicians blasted Modi over Trump's announcement: "India's foreign policy has completely failed," the Indian National Congress Party, the main opposition, posted on social media.
Trump also said Wednesday afternoon that he had reached a deal with Pakistan involving oil, though he didn't provide specifics.
Mehrotra reported from New Delhi. Lee reported from Asahikawa, Japan. Abha Bhattarai and David J. Lynch in Washington contributed to this report.
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Economic Policy
Trump's newborn savings accounts a 'back door for privatizing Social Security,' Bessent says
The "Trump accounts" for newborns were set up in the GOP's new tax and spending law, the One Big Beautiful Bill.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent attends a news conference in Stockholm during trade talks with China on Tuesday. (Magnus Lejhall/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Jacob Bogage | 2025-07-31
The newborn savings accounts created as part of President Donald Trump's massive new tax and immigration law are a "back door for privatizing Social Security," Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said Wednesday.
The "Trump accounts" enacted as part of the One Big Beautiful Bill give newborns a $1,000 savings account that can be invested with tax-deferred treatment. Families or their employers can make $5,000 contributions to the accounts each year until the beneficiary turns 18.
The program is one of more popular components of the legislation, which Trump signed into law July 4, and borrows from proposals made for years by Democrats.
Speaking at an event Wednesday hosted by the conservative news site Breitbart, Bessent said the accounts will improve economic outcomes for babies and children and said the Treasury Department will use them to increase financial literacy among young people. He likened learning about sound investing practices to a child learning to take responsibility for a pet.
And Bessent added that if enrollees allowed their accounts to grow over decades and saw the benefits of compound interest, the accounts could in effect replace Social Security by allowing beneficiaries to accrue large and tax-preferred savings balances.
"At the end of the day, I'm not sure when the distribution level date should be. Should it be 30 and you can buy a house? Should it be 60? But in a way, it is a back door for privatizing Social Security," Bessent said. "Social Security is a defined benefit plan paid out to the extent that if all of a sudden, if these accounts grow and you have hundreds of thousands of dollars for your retirement, then that's a game changer."
A Treasury spokesperson said in a statement that Trump accounts are an "additive government program" that along with Social Security benefits will "broaden and increase the savings and wealth of Americans."
"Social Security is a critical safety net for Americans and always will be. This administration has not just fought tirelessly for seniors, but is also fighting for the next generation," said the spokesperson, who spoke on the condition of anonymity, citing a department policy preventing them from speaking on the record.
Social Security benefits are financed by payroll taxes, and as the number of retirees booms, workers and employers are not paying enough into the trust fund to sustain future benefits.
Without action from Congress to overhaul the program's finances, the trust fund that pays for it will be insolvent by 2033, according to June projections from the program's trustees. That would force a 23 percent cut to benefits.
Those figures, though, do not account for policy changes in Trump's landmark tax law. A bonus to the standard deduction for seniors could hasten Social Security's insolvency date to 2032, according to the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, a nonpartisan Washington think tank.
"On one hand, what they are doing is they are making Social Security less solvent and a riskier proposition for people," said Howard Gleckman, a senior fellow at the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center. "On the other hand, the treasury secretary seems to be musing out loud about the idea of beginning to privatize the system."
Previous Republican administrations have discussed privatizing Social Security. President George W. Bush pitched partially privatizing the program with individual private investment accounts.
The idea was politically unpopular, and it contributed to historic losses for Republicans in the 2006 midterm elections, giving Democrats control of both chambers of Congress and largely ending the Bush administration's legislative agenda.
"Today the Treasury Secretary said the quiet part out loud: Republicans' ultimate goal is to privatize Social Security, and there isn't a backdoor they won't try to make Wall Street's dream a reality," Rep. Richard E. Neal (Massachusetts), the top Democrat on the tax-writing Ways and Means Committee, said in a statement. "For everyone else though, it's yet another warning sign that they cannot be trusted to safeguard the program millions rely on and have paid into over a lifetime of work."
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Economy
Fed keeps rates steady but warns about slowing economic growth, inflation risks
The Fed kept rates unchanged for a fifth straight meeting. 




By Andrew Ackerman | 2025-07-30

Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell announced on July 30 that the Federal Reserve will continue to hold interest rates steady.


The Federal Reserve held interest rates steady Wednesday while warning about slowing economic growth, despite ongoing pressure from President Donald Trump to lower rates.
The Fed kept its short-term benchmark rate unchanged at 4.25 to 4.5 percent, amid uncertainty over administration policies that could drag on the economy in coming months, including higher tariff rates and tougher enforcement of immigration laws. Two Fed governors -- of the 11 policymakers who voted -- dissented.
Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell told reporters during a news conference that Fed officials are still worried that Trump's tariff policies will stoke inflation in the months to come.
"A reasonable base case is that the effects on inflation could be short-lived, reflecting a one-time shift in the price level. But it is also possible that the inflationary effects could instead be more persistent, and that is a risk to be assessed and managed," Powell said, explaining the cautious move on monetary policy.
Fed officials revised their assessment about growth, saying in a statement that it had "moderated" during the first half of the year, less robust than the "solid" growth they described at their last meeting in June.
Fed governors Christopher Waller and Michelle Bowman said they preferred to cut rates immediately. It was the first time in more than 30 years that two sitting governors had dissented from an interest rate decision. Waller has argued that the Fed needs to reduce rates now to bolster a weakening labor market.
Powell gave few clues about what conditions might prompt the central bank to resume cutting rates at its next scheduled meetings in September or October, saying the Fed will assess a slew of incoming data before making any decisions. Those include key inflation and labor market reports, such as the employment data for July set for release Friday.
"We're going to need to see the data, and it can go in many different directions," he said. "We're going to make a judgment based on all of the data."
The Fed faces unprecedented pressure from Trump to cut rates immediately. That pressure campaign showed no signs of easing Wednesday. Trump took to social media, writing: "'Too Late' MUST NOW LOWER THE RATE," he wrote, referring to Powell.
Later, he expressed surprise to reporters that the Fed wasn't planning to cut immediately. "I hear they're going to do it in September. Not today. For what reason? Nobody knows," he said.
Kathy Bostjancic, chief economist at Nationwide, said the dissents don't necessarily make a September rate cut more likely. But her firm still expects one, citing "a moderation in economic activity that should outweigh concerns about a one-time rise in inflation due to tariffs."
The Fed is in a tricky spot, tasked with balancing its dual mandate of maximum employment and stable inflation. Prolonged trade uncertainty risks slowing growth and unsettling financial markets, conditions that would normally prompt a rate cut. At the same time, tariffs could reignite inflationary pressures, potentially justifying higher rates instead. Some economists warn that price increases could take longer to show up than signs of a weakening economy.
Meanwhile, Powell has been subject to sometimes daily attacks from the president, who wants lower rates to help finance ballooning deficits and to bolster economic growth. Though Trump unexpectedly praised Powell after a tour of the Fed's expansive office renovations last week, that pressure campaign probably will continue for the rest of Powell's tenure as chairman, which is set to end in May.
After cutting rates by a full percentage point between September and December 2024, the Fed left its short-term benchmark rate unchanged all year. The Fed's rate-setting policies trickle through the financial sector to influence what millions of consumers and businesses pay for mortgage, auto and other types of loans.
Though Trump has said lower rates would make it easier for homeowners to get a mortgage, it isn't that simple. When the Fed cut short-term rates last year, longer-term rates for mortgages and other loans, which are dictated by the markets and not the central bank, actually rose on expectations of a stronger growth and inflation.
The Fed itself is divided on the path forward. A group of officials, including Powell, have signaled they could resume cutting in the coming months. But two Republican appointees -- Waller and Bowman -- had endorsed cuts as early as this week.
Waller has said recent job market data may be masking signs of underlying weakness, pointing to sluggish growth in private-sector hiring as a potential red flag for the broader economy.
While headline figures from the June jobs report appeared solid -- with unemployment ticking down to 4.1 percent and 147,000 jobs added -- Waller noted that roughly half of those gains came from state and local governments, a sector prone to seasonal distortions. In contrast, private employers added just 74,000 jobs, a sharp slowdown from prior months. He also warned those figures could be downwardly revised.
"While the labor market looks fine on the surface, once we account for expected data revisions, private-sector payroll growth is near stall speed, and other data suggest that the downside risks to the labor market have increased," Waller said earlier this month. "With inflation near target and the upside risks to inflation limited, we should not wait until the labor market deteriorates before we cut the policy rate."
Waller is seen as a dark horse candidate to replace Powell when his term ends.
Other officials say the Fed can't risk being cavalier about the Trump administration's trade policies fueling inflation. Atlanta Federal Reserve President Raphael Bostic said inflation could remain elevated for longer than many expect, as businesses and consumers continue adjusting to shifting trade policies, domestic reforms and geopolitical uncertainty. Rather than a one-time jump in prices, Bostic warned of a more drawn-out process that could unfold over the next year or more.
Bostic pointed to the Atlanta Fed's May Business Inflation Expectations survey, which showed firms anticipate larger price hikes than they did six months ago. Expectations for May 2026 are now at their highest level in two years.
While Bostic said inflation expectations remain "anchored" for now, he warned that persistent price pressures could seep into consumer psychology -- a risk he said he's watching closely. "That would not be welcome," he said in a July 3 speech.
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Business
U.S. economy posts strong second quarter, growing at 3% pace
The U.S. economy posted stronger growth in the second quarter, but economists warn that the latest GDP data may not accurately reflect what's happening.

People shop at a store in Ann Arbor, Michigan. (Emily Elconin/For The Washington Post)


By Abha Bhattarai | 2025-07-30
The U.S. economy grew by an annual rate of 3 percent in the second quarter, a strong showing boosted by a slowdown in imports amid ongoing trade turmoil.
New data from the Commerce Department on Wednesday shows a significant pickup from the first three months of the year, when the economy contracted by 0.5 percent.
But economists warn that the latest figures, which were boosted by tariff-related swings in trade, are probably painting a more upbeat picture of the economy than is warranted. In the second quarter, American businesses purchased far fewer imports -- which ends up counting against the gross domestic product -- because they had already stocked up on foreign goods earlier in the year ahead of President Donald Trump's threatened tariffs. A corresponding surge in overall exports made up the bulk of the economy's recent strength.
"It's hard to know exactly what's happening because the whole trade war is leaving a real imprint on macroeconomic data," said Blerina Uruci, chief U.S. economist at T. Rowe Price. "But the picture isn't as rosy as a 2 or 3 percent growth rate would indicate."
The best way to gauge the true state of the economy, economists said, is to look at the average growth over the first half of the year. By that measure, the economy grew by an annualized rate of 1.25 percent between January and June -- a notable slowdown from the 2.3 percent growth rate a year earlier.
"You abstract from all of the tariff-related ups, downs and arounds, and the underlying story is that the economy is struggling," said Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody's Analytics. "The economy has significantly throttled back this year."
The latest GDP figures were dragged down by a decrease in U.S. investment, as businesses pared back plans for new buildings, equipment and research and development in the face of rising economic uncertainty.
Still, the Trump administration was quick to claim victory for strong second-quarter growth, saying the president's policies have kicked off a new "Golden Age."
"President Trump's America First economic agenda ... continues to prove the so-called 'experts' wrong," White House spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said in a statement. "President Trump has reduced America's reliance on foreign products, boosted investment in the US, and created thousands of jobs -- delivering on his promise to Make America Wealthy Again."
The U.S. economy has been surprisingly resilient, even as inflation, policy uncertainty and heightened recession fears have weighed on recent growth. Still, warning signs are beginning to emerge: Americans say they are feeling worse about the economy than they have in years, as new trade and immigration policies take hold. Many are bracing for a spike in prices from new tariffs, while others are worried about losing their jobs in a slowing labor market. Although the unemployment rate, at 4.1 percent, is relatively low, new data this week showed a slowdown in job postings and hiring in June.
As a result, consumers, who drive nearly 70 percent of the economy, have recently begun tapping the brakes on spending. They are buying fewer cars, forgoing restaurant meals, downsizing summer vacations and taking on more debt. Consumer spending grew by 1.4 percent in the most recent quarter, according to the GDP report. That reflected a general slowdown from last year.
"Consumer spending was very strong coming out of the pandemic," Zandi said. "But since December, it's flatlined. The American consumer may not be pulling back, but they are certainly sitting on their hands."
Business owners, too, are increasingly holding off on investments and hiring, as they wait to see how tariffs, deportations and other emerging policies might affect consumer demand. Although many economists expect growth to taper off in the second half of this year, it is unclear exactly how the Trump administration's actions might ripple through the economy.
"We're going to see a bounce back from the first quarter, but the only way to make sense of these GDP numbers is to average the first and second quarters together," said Jason Furman, an economics professor at Harvard University and former economic adviser to President Barack Obama. "And if we do that, it looks like growth is going to be really quite disappointing and well below the pace we've enjoyed in previous years."
The Federal Reserve is also waiting for clarity -- to see how new policies affect inflation, hiring and other key parts of the economy -- before it cuts interest rates further. On Wednesday afternoon, the central bank is expected to keep borrowing costs unchanged for a fifth-straight time, despite persistent pressure from the president to slash interest rates.
At Motel Del Rogue in Grants Pass, Oregon, owner Kevin Marr says economic uncertainty has made it difficult to plan for the future. Although local bookings are up, demand from international visitors and business travelers has all but dried up. Rising insurance and utility costs, plus the looming threat of tariffs, have also added to his woes.
"The president's policies have thrown our economy into a washing machine," Marr said. "For little people like us, it's gotten tougher to pay our bills, to plan, to do anything."
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Food
At Shia, celebrity chef Edward Lee deliciously pushes the envelope
Edward Lee promotes sustainability and minimal waste at the nonprofit Shia, a gem of a Korean restaurant in the Union Market District.

Chef Edward Lee in his new restaurant, Shia. 


By Tom Sietsema | 2025-07-31
Over my decades-long watch, few restaurant genres have witnessed more changes in and around Washington than Korean.
Back in 2000, the majority of sources were in the Virginia suburbs, where the menus mostly revolved around tried-and-true mandu, bulgogi, seafood pancakes and barbecue. Before the rise of social media, restaurants that specialized in certain dishes -- say, Tosokjip in Annandale, known for its grilled fish and stews -- existed under the radar, supported primarily by the Korean community, recalls restaurateur Danny Lee, one of the agents for change on the D.C. scene.
Over the years, practitioners started cooking outside the lines and experimenting with fusion. The arrival of Lee's Chiko and Anju in the District saw chefs feeding us Korean fused with Chinese American ideas and serving upscale homestyle cooking. Service (and alcohol beyond beer and soju) became a priority at restaurants including Ingle Korean Steakhouse in Vienna, and Korean chefs, following the lead of the trailblazing Atomix in New York, hopped on the fine-dining bandwagon with tasting menus. I miss the short-lived Incheon in Annandale but welcome the youthful Onggi in Dupont Circle.

The scallop and oyster ssam, a snack offered with sweet-tart tea. 


Since November, chef and cookbook author Edward Lee is pushing the envelope even more, with a gem called Shia -- "seed" in Korean -- tucked in the Union Market District. It's a slip of a place with a dozen seats in the front bar and nearly double that number in a narrow dining room behind a slatted maple door. What distinguishes Shia from the pack is that it's part of the chef's nonprofit, the LEE Initiative, originally introduced as a mentoring program. Further, Shia is experimenting with all manner of limited-waste and sustainable practices, which is why some drinks arrive sans garnishes and there's no gas and zero plastic. After the kitchen turns them into pulp, used cocktail napkins and printer tickets enjoy afterlives as postcards and coasters.
No one preaches here, by the way; they just quietly set good examples. Lee wants his clientele to experience Shia as a restaurant vs. a lecture hall.
"This is how we say hello," says a server as he places a little cup in front of us, trailed by a snack: a hot oyster and scallop bundled in jin, or seaweed. The dish, which you eat with your hands, marries hot seafood, cool Asian pear and spicy ssamjang, an exquisite bite that's gone as fast as you can read this sentence. The contents of the cup, a tea made with soju and dried omija berries, are refreshingly sweet-tart.

Mul hwe: amberjack topped with Korean "air" and a seaweed chip. 


Guests seated at the bar are offered a five-course menu; those seated in the dining room, host to the open kitchen, receive seven courses. Shia remains enough of a tough reservation that I've been able to secure a seat only in the lounge, a serene space with gold lights, a concave ceiling and wallpaper that depicts clouds mingling with mountains.
Scrolls of amberjack arranged on thin red rings of fermented fish paste and lemon juice are topped with little balls of foam that taste like kimchi "air." (The finishing touch demonstrates Shia's no-waste goal; the cloud is excess liquid from making kimchi, passed through an aerator.) The lovely fish dish is a spin on the refreshing Korean summer dish mul hwe, to which a delicate, fresh-tasting green chip is added. (The fillip turns out to be hand-harvested gamtae, the rarest of seaweeds in Korea.) We miss the small plate when it's gone, but only until the pork belly replaces it. Finger lengths of the braised meat share a canvas with abalone and clams scattered on a soothing porridge of barley, buckwheat, millet and three kinds of rice infused with dashi. "Try to get a bite in each bite," a server coaches my party. Rising from the center is a little tower of fierce white kimchi, which the server says to save for last, "but you do you."

Bar manager Geoffrey Chang with patrons in the bar. 


Some nights look like an evening out in Seoul. My visits found different generations of Koreans sharing Lee's handiwork, a reality the chef addresses with menus printed in Korean as well as English. The owner sees adventure-seeking younger Koreans come in to check the place out, then return with their parents to share the novelty. The Korean menu is meant to make older customers "feel at home."
Surely the saengseon contributes to the sentiment. A square of seared braised sea bass -- line-caught, of course -- lounges in a liquid salad of crisp greens and broth and practically demands my return engagement. The intoxicating flavor of the soup springs from what Max Chuvalas, who shares the executive-chef title with Chaelin Lee, calls a "fish tea," an elixir coaxed from fish scraps and white kimchi juice.
I also admire the duck, glazed with Korean mustard and presented so the sliced meat alternates with same-sized pieces of gently crisp mountain yam. The accompanying steamed rice, offered in a raised wooden bowl and bulked up with ginkgo nuts, aster, shepherd's weed and thistle, nearly steals the show. The greens are another salute to sustainability: "Where Americans might see weeds, Koreans see edible flora," says Chuvalas, who comes to Shia from Dirty Habit but has worked in fine-dining restaurants before. Those who opt for five courses choose between the fish and the duck. The seven-course plan includes both indulgences. My strategy at the bar with a companion has been to order one of each and share tastes.
When I first started as The Washington Post's critic, Asian desserts were mostly predictable. Green tea ice cream was almost always involved. Shia demonstrates how far the scene has come, with endings including bruleed bananas staged with banana chips, same-flavored ice cream and soy chocolate sauce, a fruit salad that changes with the season but always looks like a brilliant orchard, and a honey tuile hovering over apricot foam. The longer script in the dining room embraces extra sweets -- caramels and what tastes like a pecan pie from Korea (pine nuts and dates are involved) -- revealed in a handsome mirrored box.
In recent years, chefs of all stripes have gotten better about offering tasting menu portions that are neither too tiny nor too filling. No one feels compelled to go to the Golden Arches after a meal at Shia, nor will they feel the need to let out their belt. "I'm 53," says Lee. "As I get older, I don't have the patience for 20 courses and three hours" of sitting and eating. The chef feels that seven courses, the max here, honors "efficiency and variety."
Hear! Hear! And go! Go!

Host Son Jeon walks from the dining room to the bar. 


1252 Fourth St. NE. 202-802-5166. shiarestaurant.org. Open 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. Tuesday to Saturday. Prices: Five-course menu $90, seven-course menu $185. Sound check: 69 decibels/Conversation is easy. Accessibility: No barriers to entry; ADA-compliant restroom.
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Food
Where did the potato come from? Tomatoes, 9 million years ago, apparently. 
The modern-day potato evolved from the hybridization of the ancestors of tomato plants, and another potato-like plant, in South America, researchers say.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Victoria Craw | 2025-07-31
They're one of the world's most important food crops and delicious roasted, mashed or fried, but the exact genetic origins of the humble potato have long been something of a mystery to scientists.
Now, researchers say the modern-day potato evolved from hybridization of the ancestors of tomato plants and another potato-like plant, known as etuberosum, in South America up to 9 million years ago. The hybridization created the petota lineage -- which includes the cultivated potato seen in supermarkets around the world, as well as 107 wild potato species.
Sandra Knapp, a plant taxonomist at the Natural History Museum in London and an author of the study, said in an interview Thursday that while scientists had known potatoes, tomatoes and etuberosum were closely related, the exact relationship had been unclear as "different parts of the genome told us different stories."
The new research, published Thursday in the journal Cell Press, was carried out by a team of scientists in China, the United States and United Kingdom who focused on untangling this relationship.
Scientists conducted intricate analysis of 128 genomes and found that "all members of Petota exhibit a stable mixed genomic ancestry, derived from Etuberosum and Tomato lineages." Researchers said they believe tomato and etuberosum share a common ancestor but diverged around 14 million years ago, before hybridization between them resulted in the origin of petota around 8 to 9 million years ago.
The combination of two distinct genes in this "hybrid speciation" event led to a key innovation -- the development of tubers in petota. Tubers, the edible part of the potato, allow the plant to reproduce without seeds or pollination as well as storing water and carbohydrates, meaning petota was able to thrive in different geographic niches and diversify into a large number of species, scientists added.
Knapp said while hybridization in plants is nothing new, the resulting plants are often sterile and it had previously been thought of as an "evolutionary dead-end." The latest research showed that, in fact, "hybridization is a really potent force in evolution," she added.

Solanum etuberosum is a non-tuber bearing member of the etuberosum lineage while Solanum tuberosum is a tuber-bearing member of the petota lineage. (Yuxin Jia and Pei Wang)


Cultivated potatoes (Solanum tuberosum), along with maize, rice and wheat make up around 80 percent of human calorie intake, the researchers said, and are renowned for being cheap, versatile and packed with carbohydrates.
However, wild potatoes are difficult to sample, and the study is the "most comprehensive collection of wild potato genomic data ever analyzed," lead co-author Zhiyang Zhang, a genomics expert from the Agricultural Genomics Institute at Shenzhen, said in a statement.
Scientists detailed how this hybridization event led to the creation of tubers through genes known as SP6A and IT1, derived from tomato and etuberosum respectively.
The changes came at the same time as the Andes Mountains emerged between 6 and 10 million years ago, researchers said. Having a tuber to store nutrients allowed potatoes to survive harsh weather and spread throughout cold climates in the Andes and central Mexico.
While both petota and etuberosum have underground resprouting organs which allow them to reproduce without seeds, petota became more widespread than tomato or etuerosum species, as it was able to grow in areas such as grasslands, Alpine meadows and seasonally dry rainforests, the researchers added.
Now, scientists want to understand the effect of tuber-related genes on plants and how the exact "reshuffling" of genes in this case led to tuber formation, Knapp said, adding that it also raises the prospect of creating plants that can grow food faster, are more disease resistant and environmentally friendly.
Studying the evolution of the potato also allows scientists to think about how the traits of wild species could be used on cultivated plants to boost biodiversity and mitigate the environmental impacts of agriculture, she said.
Zhang, meanwhile, said in an interview that he hoped the findings could help "generate a new species that maybe have a harvested fruit on the ground and a tuber in the ground." One of his fellow researchers has joked that such a new species could be called "tomtatoes."
Knapp suggested that the main benefit of the findings would be to build "better potatoes instead of building cool weird things."
"If we're going to optimize crops, what we want to do is optimize the thing we want from them and usually when you get something that does two things, those two things are not as good as the one that does the one thing better," she said.
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: My family doesn't understand me at all. I'm so lonely.
What to do when your family does nothing to understand you better but you can't say anything out of fear of their reaction?

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-07-31
Dear Sahaj: I feel lonely in my family because I feel as if I have to solve all my problems on my own without support, although that's what I need. I don't feel as if they give me support because they meet me and my concerns within their cultural frame. I don't really feel seen and heard, and don't get the help I actually need. It then leads me to solve my problems and concerns on my own, and it often feels like too much.
I have tried to challenge their views and make them see things from my perspective, but with no luck. It breaks my heart, because I felt I had to end a relationship I didn't feel truly ready for ending. I then always blame myself for not being assertive enough and brave enough to do things on my own despite their reaction and their approval. I was willing to respect some of their values in hopes they meet me halfway and be more flexible in their ways, but no.
My idea was to get a better job, save money, move out and do whatever I want, but knowing how I behaved in the past, I don't think I will because of my cowardice and fear of their reaction. How do I deal with this loneliness where I am not being met where I need?
-- Lonely
Lonely: You're not cowardly. You're caught between cultural/familial loyalty and wanting to speak and live your truth. Your grief is real, but it deserves gentleness, not self-criticism. You are blaming and shaming yourself for trying to survive in the tension of needing belonging and wanting freedom. Continue to acknowledge your pain, but be careful to impose judgment on it. It's okay to feel as if you weren't ready to end that relationship. It's okay that you wanted to please your family.
Right now, your sense of self is deeply entangled with the approval and emotional responses of your family. If they don't support your dreams and desires, then those things feel wrong and bad. So you run yourself ragged trying to change them, or get them to see your perspective, or even love you as you are.
The hard truth is they may never come around. They may not understand what you need or what makes you happy and feel loved. This sucks and feels unfair, I know, but to really, truly accept this reality, you must decide for yourself at what point you stop focusing on them, and at what point you tend your own emotional wounds. Your grief, your anger, your disappointment feel wrong, but they aren't. They need to be processed. Reflect on what you are grieving -- not just in your relationships but also in the life you are not living out but are seeking.
Your dream of getting a better job and having enough money to move out is not selfish, but you will want to disentangle who you are and what you need from what your family is imposing on you before you can plan the logistics of making these changes. Start by taking micro-actions every day to build internal separation from your family's emotional hold. This might look like journaling your feelings once a day so you start hearing your voice clearly and learn to separate your feelings from those of others. Or practicing low-stakes boundary-setting, such as limiting sharing personal details or making smaller decisions without consulting them. Or even carving out an hour a week that's fully yours for a hobby, social engagement or therapy.
Slowly, you'll train your nervous system to tolerate the discomfort of acting outside your family's expectations without collapsing into guilt or anxiety. Working through enmeshment isn't about cutting your family off (unless you choose to). It's about building enough emotional, financial and psychological independence so you relate to your family from choice, not fear or survival.
Finally, focus on who and where else you can seek support from. Is there even one family member or community member you can turn to and tap in for support and allyship as you navigate these familial struggles? Are there friends, mentors, online groups or access to professional support where you can have confidential and loving spaces to process your grief, anger and confusion? You don't have to be alone just because your family doesn't understand. These people and resources can become your scaffolding while you build your own sense of self. You deserve it.
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Ms. Rachel grew up on Mister Rogers. Now she's carrying on his legacy.
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Trying to relax, a retiree ends up 'paralyzed by options' instead
Grieving a beloved uncle, a recent retiree wants to make the most of the time remaining -- but not live by a clock.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-07-31
Adapted from an online discussion.
Hello, Carolyn: Early 60s, retired from my job two months ago. Was glad to do so. Though I did enjoy the teamwork, I have never been really career driven as some of my friends are. Work to live, not the reverse.
Paid off my mortgage, don't feel depressed as such -- but seem to be paralyzed by options, and frightened. With the recent death of a much-loved uncle, I am very aware of how quickly time can pass. I want to enjoy leisure and down time but not vegetate. Today I had booked a swimming session, but I did not feel like going out, so I ended up staying in bed for hours. Now I feel stupid and guilty.
Should I force myself to make a list and keep to it? That is what I did at work, though. I spent years organizing others, and now I find it hard to organize myself. I am grateful for any thoughts.
-- Happy Retirement?
Happy Retirement?: It is a fresh start -- congratulations! -- but that doesn't mean it's a total life do-over. Or maybe it will be, but not all at once. It may take a few sleep-ins, shame spirals or long stares into the abyss to get there. It's okay to let yourself drift.
If you functioned well at work with lists and an organized plan, then it's also okay to make lists and organize yourself now if drifting doesn't feel good. It's still not like work, because the stuff on the list is "go swimming" instead of "inch toward death in a meeting about things I have to be paid to care about." That difference is pretty great, if you think about it.
I do think the magic combination is meaningful work, then rest and play. The way I explained it to my kids when they were questioning the point of school every day: If I woke up every morning with the freedom to do whatever I felt like doing at that moment, then I would probably never have shown up for school or work. Not once. All ice cream, no vegetables. But now, as I'm pushing 60 and looking back on a college degree and decades of work, I am so glad I showed up and chose my veggies. Because I learned and built so much with those years.
Retired, you don't have to earn money. Yay. But you may still decide you want to have something to show for your time -- even if you wake up not, technically, wanting to do anything. I don't mean this as a guilt trip, but as an access point to your definition of purpose, or even just meaningful structure at this stage of your life. Something to help you look back favorably on your decision to get out of bed.
With occasional self-permission to sleep in.
Fair?
Readers' thoughts:
* Also, ask yourself, "Do I even want to be someone who goes swimming?" (or whatever thing you think you should be doing). Hat tip to Andrea Bonior for giving me that last response when I was struggling with doing simple things, such as making my bed every day. A big lightbulb went off: Turns out the answer for me is no. When I gave myself permission to set my own priorities (instead of what society or my grandparents, teachers, whoever thought was the One True Way), it became much easier to make decisions and less of a struggle to follow through, because it was stuff that mattered to me.
* Perhaps if you add a "sleep in and do nothing" block to your schedule a couple of times a week, that might be enough to allow you to enjoy the freedom of retirement without feeling unproductive. I find that doing nothing for a day or two can be refreshing, but more than that makes me feel lethargic and sad.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Parent of disabled son is tired of well-meaning advice
Well-intentioned or not, the letter writer is tired of people's unsolicited advice about physically disabled adult son.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-07-31
Dear Eric: My 30-year-old son is severely physically disabled due to a debilitating muscle disease. He requires 100 percent assistance with all life functions. He does not have any cognitive disabilities, is very intelligent and earned a bachelor's degree. My husband retired a couple of years ago and is his main caregiver.
People who are likely well-intentioned, ask how he is doing and when we respond that he is doing well despite the progression of his disease and that he handles his very challenging situation with grace and little complaint, they then follow up with questions about what he is doing, does he have plans to work and then oftentimes even start suggesting jobs that he could consider.
These people have no idea the challenges that he faces every day, and my husband and I feel that, as long as he is happy and satisfied, that is all that matters. We try to explain that having a job would create a lot of stress for him and would require my husband to be with him to assist at all times. Additionally, one item that we do not feel the need to share is that if he earned basically any more than minimum wage, he would lose his benefits.
We don't think that we owe anyone an explanation and despite trying to briefly and kindly respond to their questions, they inevitably continue to press on about the topic.
We appreciate people asking about him but would also appreciate it if they would accept our response and move on to other topics of conversation. How can we reply to these insensitive interrogations without coming across as defensive or angry?
-- Done Explaining
Explaining: One option is to offer less in the way of an update. A simple "he's doing well, thank you," gives the well-intentioned inquisitor fewer avenues for offering suggestions. Another option is to kindly but firmly remind people that they don't know what they're talking about. "Oh, we've thought through all of that and more. Trust me, this is exactly where we need to be. We've had 30 years of practice navigating this, so we've become experts. It would take 30 years to catch you up, and I don't want to bore you."
You're correct that you don't owe anyone an explanation. So, whichever path you choose, also know that it's perfectly fine -- and not at all defensive -- to interrupt a suggestion you never asked for and change the subject.
Dear Eric: My mother and her caretaker came to visit for two days. My mother has some form of dementia, even though we all feel that at times she plays it up.
My mother never missed an opportunity to hit or slap me as a child and once even broke a wooden fanny wacker over my head, which really enraged her. I think you get the picture.
Anyway, we went to dinner, and she looked at me and said, "Oh look, a stray hair," and pulled it out of my head! She did not try to move it or let me move it over. It was especially upsetting for me because I have been trying to grow my hair out after I lost it all to chemotherapy.
I have made it clear to her caregiver that I will not be coming to visit her anymore. I feel that she has overstepped my physical integrity, and I get the willies whenever she tries to touch me.
During my last visit with her, there were times that she did not know who I was, and I did not feel safe with her.
Am I wrong after this incident to not want to see her again. Despite everything, I have always been a dutiful daughter, but I just feel that she crossed a line this time that I can't deal with anymore.
-- Hurt Daughter
Daughter: Your mother's abuse in the past is inexcusable. You don't have to subject yourself to it in the present. You can and should prioritize keeping yourself emotionally and physically safe. Figure out what boundary feels right. That might mean no more physical contact, only phone calls and video visits. This is not cruel abandonment -- she has a caretaker and, from your telling, her past behavior and her present capacity may make in-person meetings dangerous for both of you. Talk to her caretaker about the boundary you're setting and get the caretaker's help to continue to support your mother in whatever way feels safe without compromising your own well-being.
I know that this phase of life takes a lot of time and mental energy, but when you do find space, please talk to a therapist, counselor or trusted friend about what you experienced. What happened to you wasn't right and you didn't deserve it. You deserve the space and time to process it.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Family feud, comment section edition
Wife's nephew's online insults were hurtful. The rest of the family's silence about it made it worse.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-07-31
Dear Miss Manners: Some time ago, one of my wife's nephews (a grown man in his 40s) came across an opinion I had written in a digital publication. He didn't like it, so he insulted me in the public commentary section. I shrugged it off.
The next day, he went hunting online for another opinion of mine he didn't like, and insulted me again so that all my family and friends could read it. He was beyond vile.
It took me a good 20 minutes to carefully construct a strong reply. I did not lower myself to his deranged level, keeping in mind that he was still my wife's nephew. I wanted all those who saw the insult to also see my defense.
However, when I tried to post my response, I couldn't, because he had deleted the insult minutes after posting it. (He later admitted his mom had told him to delete it.)
I decided to take a screenshot of the whole interaction before it disappeared, and then I posted it, with links, for his entire family to see. I embarrassed him.
He did not apologize. His mother unfriended me publicly. Some family members criticized me with indirect comments. Everyone else stayed silent, which hurt me more than the cowardly indirect comments.
No one stood up for me, defended me or even said they were sorry for the uncalled-for insults. That showed me I'm not part of this family. I'm not blood; I am just the in-law they can't stand.
That's fine with me. I can't expect the whole world to like me. I ended my relationships with all of them: No more time or money from me for holidays, weddings, baptisms or funerals across the country with my wife. I'm done with them.
My wife is hurt but understands I was the one done wrong. I'm curious about your thoughts on the matter.
It is not Miss Manners' habit to rank whose behavior was worse. But if she were to prioritize who appears most deserving of sympathy from greatest to least, she would start with your wife, your sister-in-law, the other relatives, then yourself -- and lastly, the nephew.
Etiquette generally seeks to repair damage such as that done by your nephew. But depending on the specifics of what he said, that may never have been possible. Breaking up the family may have been the only likely outcome.
Nevertheless, you did lower yourself when you reposted the nephew's comment after it was removed -- and then went on a campaign of public humiliation. You were wronged, but once you piled wrong upon wrong, you put everyone else in an impossible situation.
Dear Miss Manners: How do I politely and firmly convey to an interested party that I merely want to discuss business, and am not interested in meeting for coffee or any other alone time that could be construed as romantic?
I feel that an abrupt "I do not drink coffee, but I will see you at the next official function" would not sufficiently discourage the interested party from inquiring further.
Perhaps not. But repetition will.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
'Wise' friend just ditched marriage for two-day affair. Hax readers give advice.
She blindsided her husband and left him for a guy she just met. How does the letter writer stay friends with her after that?

Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post (The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-07-30
We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I'm struggling to know how (or even if?) I should stay friends with my friend who suddenly announced she no longer wants to be married, refused any counseling beyond (brief) divorce mediation and moved away to a nearby city. She completely blindsided and devastated her husband (primary parent) -- and her barely-adult kids. I thought we were close and honest with each other, but everything about this is the opposite of what she'd told me about herself and her values.
It gets worse: Yes, there's another guy ... who she met over the course of only two days while on a multi-week solo vacation abroad. She doesn't speak the language but now plans to quit her job and move there to live with him.
She's upset that people are upset. I miss my walking and talking buddy. But I can't stomach the damage she's caused and her lack of self-awareness. We bonded over trying to understand ourselves and our loved ones better in middle-aged and striving to be the best versions of ourselves. Or so I thought.
Do I keep hanging on to what I loved about our friendship and keep trying to be a good friend? I find it hard to listen and be sympathetic to what she's going through. Partly because it is self-inflicted and especially because I'm a devoted supporter of her (angry/sad) daughter -- my daughter's best friend.
I'm trying to be less of a black-and-white thinker. This is someone I would have described (and have cherished) as wise, self-aware, but I can't square that with how, frankly, selfish she's being.
-- Bomb Detonator's Friend
Bomb Detonator's Friend: Your questions seem to answer your question. There are several values-based judgments throughout your submission, so even if there is some methodology by which you could stay friends, it wouldn't be in the best interest of either of you. She will not benefit from a friend who is judging her, and you will not benefit from having to play pretend whenever you're with her. To be clear, that is not permission for a friendship breakup in which you tell her all the ways you disagree with her "in her best interest."
Instead, stick with the less controversial facts. For you, the situation is complicated by your daughter's friendship with her daughter and, ultimately, you must always do what is in the best interest of your daughter's long-term well being. This may include not putting undue stress on her most important friendships, so you need to take a step back.
The bomb detonator may be sad to lose a friend, and that's okay. Ultimately, we are almost always doing right when we keep the focus on doing our personal best and taking care of our loved ones.
-- Answered
Bomb Detonator's Friend: Sounds like your friend may need you now more than ever. She is making a series of major changes to her life, all apparently in service of a new relationship with someone she doesn't seem to know well at all. If it's possible, get curious with her about this new relationship. Let her share with you what is so exciting about this new love, but look for warning signs that this person she's seeing may be manipulating or taking advantage of her. Then again, maybe there are other aspects to her marriage that you can't see, and now that her daughter is grown she desperately needs this change. Or the answer could be somewhere in between.
Don't pressure her into making different choices -- if she asks your opinion, then share it honestly but without guilting her. Maintaining an open line of communication with her may be critical for her daughter and even for your friend right now.
-- anon
Bomb Detonator's Friend: You don't have to be friends if maintaining the friendship violates your values. Also, given her plans to quit her job and move abroad, it may simply no longer be possible to do so. Your friend isn't who you thought she was. That's a painful thing to realize, of course. Unless you are willing to continue a friendship with the person she actually is now, it's just not reasonable to ask her to change back.
Of course it's possible she'll wake up from her fever dream and regret her choices. She may turn to you then, or she may not. You can't count on it, and you may not want to provide a venue for her pity party if she does.
-- Now
Bomb Detonator's Friend: I feel like you need to read more novels. "Anna Karenina," "Madame Bovary" or "The Awakening" to name a few. Marriages are complicated, human beings struggle to know themselves and, sometimes, it takes another person, especially one in another place seeming to offer a whole new world, to make someone realize just how miserable they are. Please see your role with her young adult daughter, not as affirming her anger, but as helping her come to see her parents as fully realized, complex, conflicted souls -- just like her.
These books might also help you feel the sympathy for your friend that you are struggling to find right now. Because the path she has chosen can be lonely and full of loss. I don't know about you, but nearly all my hardest problems are self-inflicted. I don't think that disqualifies someone from compassion. With a bit more empathy and imagination, maybe you can find your way to kindness for someone who was less happy than you thought.
-- Happily Married Novel-hound
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Food
Cooking chat: I'm allergic to soy sauce. What can I use instead?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal, Joe Yonan | 2025-07-31
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
	

	

	


Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Food
Dining chat: If my server is the owner, should I tip?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.

(The Washington Post)


By Tom Sietsema | 2025-07-30
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Nourish
Skip the oven with these saucy skillet peaches and maple pecans
Look to your stovetop for this luscious, saucy peach dessert, and keep your kitchen cool.

Skillet Peaches With Maple Pecans (Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


By Ellie Krieger | 2025-07-30
Two things I strive for in the thick of summer: Always have a supply of perfectly ripe peaches, and never turn on my oven. Peaches are one of the season's purest joys -- a quenching snack at the beach; summery sunshine over breakfast cottage cheese or yogurt; sweet juiciness in a savory salad; and a star of numerous desserts. This recipe treats peak-season peaches to an alluring pie-filling vibe and a sweet, crunchy topping without infringing on my temporary oven-free lifestyle.
Get the recipe: Skillet Peaches With Maple Pecans
To make the candied pecan topping, warm the nuts in a skillet with maple syrup, cinnamon and a touch of salt until they are toasted and glossy with the thickened, caramelized syrup. They become irresistibly crunchy as they cool, and make a wonderful addition to salads and cheese boards, so you might want to double the batch.
For the peaches, toss the sliced fruit with a little maple syrup, lemon juice, vanilla, cinnamon and salt. (You don't need to peel the peaches first -- I personally enjoy the texture of the skins in this dish -- but feel free to blanch them first and then peel them, if you prefer.) Simmer the seasoned peaches with a touch of butter, in the same skillet used for the nuts, until the fruit yields to the heat, becomes soft and silky, and releases its juices to create a lovely sauce.
The peaches, along with their sauce, are topped with the candied pecans and are delicious simply served together. But if you add a dollop of vanilla ice cream or whipped cream, the dessert becomes sublime. Light and healthful, easily made in one pan without heating up the kitchen, and featuring stellar seasonal fruit, it's a low-effort treat that gets to the very heart of summer.
Get the recipe: Skillet Peaches With Maple Pecans
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Movies
'The Bad Guys 2' is an antic crime caper with a side of moral complexity
Animated sequel continues the series of funny, talking-animal heist flicks for kids. 

"The Bad Guys 2." (DreamWorks Animation/Universal Pictures/AP)


By Michael O'Sullivan | 2025-07-31
If the animated comedy "The Bad Guys" was a heist film with training wheels for a demographic still unjaded by the twists and turns of the formulaic crime genre -- call it "Oceans 11 and Under" -- then DreamWorks Animation's fizzy, zippy new sequel lifts the brackets another inch or so off the ground. "The Bad Guys 2" isn't any more grown up than the 2022 original. The title characters, a crew of talking-animal thieves struggling to go legit, still include a fish, voiced by Anthony Ramos, who is notable for his near-toxic propensity to fart when nervous.
But the story sees the title characters -- crew leader Mr. Wolf (Sam Rockwell), the muscle-y Mr. Snake (Marc Maron), master-of-disguise Mr. Shark (Craig Robinson), computer whiz Ms. Tarantula, a.k.a. "Webs" (Awkwafina) and the flatulent Mr. Piranha -- still wrestling not just with the siren call of criminality, but the inevitable lure of franchisedom. (The conclusion of Part 2 points explicitly to a third installment, now in development, which promises to take the characters to a whole other level.)
It's getting to that level that's the fun part.
After a brief prologue flashing back to the gang's first heist -- which culminates, as one might expect in a film for kids, in an explosion of harmless confetti and no one hurt -- the tale picks up where "Bad Guys 1" left off. Our heroes have recently been released from jail are now looking for honest jobs, but without much success. Their felonious resumes and scary reputations don't help.

(DreamWorks Animation/Universal Pictures/AP)


Before long, they learn from Wolf's love interest, California Governor Diane Foxington (Zazie Beetz), of a plot by someone to steal and accumulate a metal of extraordinary power called macguffinite. Viewers old enough to be familiar with the work of Alfred Hitchcock will recognize the name as a reference to the master of suspense's neologism MacGuffin, a term for a plot device or object that propels the action of a film -- the radioactive ore in "Notorious," for example -- but that is ultimately insignificant to the story's larger themes.
The investigation of the theft leads Wolf & Company not just back to their old guinea pig nemesis Professor Marmalade (voice of Richard Ayoade) -- newly buff after a stint in the slammer -- but to an all-female gang of animal thieves: Danielle Brooks as snow leopard Kitty Kat, Natasha Lyonne as the raven Doom; and Maria Bakalova as Pigtail the warthog. The Bad Girls, as they are called, blackmail the protagonists into helping them rob the macguffinite robber. That outlandish escapade involves hijacking a space shuttle developed by an Elon Musk-like tech titan named Jeremiah Moon (Colin Jost).

Kitty Kat, voiced by Danielle Brooks, in a scene from "The Bad Guys 2." (DreamWorks Animation/Universal Pictures/AP)


Yes, it gets complicated, as these things do. But never so tangled that you lose the thread. The screenplay by Aaron Blabey and Etan Coen, who co-wrote the clever first movie, and Yoni Brenner ("Rio 2"), is filled with winkily self-referential jokes. A television news chyron at one point reads "Bad Guys re-re-re-arrested," and Wolf jumps in from time to time to talk directly to the audience, making sure you're still with him. The thing is, he's likable, so you will be.
As for that larger theme: "The Bad Guys," which was based on Blabey's series of graphic novels, smartly grappled with the challenges of doing the right thing and the pitfalls of judging people -- er animals -- on their pasts, not their potential. Those ideas are expanded here, as is the notion that there is a difference between respect and fear, and the idea that doing good is its own reward. As Wolf puts it while explaining how his tail kicks in whenever he tries to go straight, he "felt the wag." Doing good feels good, in other words.
So does watching "The Bad Guys 2." It's a larky bunch of malarkey, laced with just enough moral complexity -- washed down with car chases and capers -- to set your own tush a-twitching.
PG. At area theaters. Contains action, mild violence, rude humor and some rude language. 104 minutes.
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Going Out Guide
The 31 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
August arrives with art walks, a tribute to sharks, a festival of local wine and jazz, and Maryland's biggest crab feast. 

(Bill O'Leary/Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly, Chris Richards | 2025-07-31
August arrives with art walks, outdoor movies, and celebrations of sharks and oysters and Harry Potter. Get out and paddle on D.C. rivers or ride a bike through the city's largest public nonfederal park. Enjoy Maryland's biggest  all-you-can-eat crab feast or an ice cream-fueled "crafternoon." Watch films from across the African Diaspora or award-winning shorts from around the globe. Learn to vogue before dancing to Beyonce or hear the new album from D.C.'s top goth band.
Harry Potter Birthday Bash at Del Ray Pizzeria
Even muggles know that July 31 is Harry Potter's birthday -- his 45th birthday, in fact. Del Ray Pizzeria is throwing a pair of celebrations to mark the wizard's big day. The family-friendly affair, which begins at 5 p.m., includes Wizarding World trivia, themed cocktails and mocktails, face painting and temporary tattoo stations, and prizes for the best outfits. The adults-only party -- which begins at 8 p.m., after the children have left -- elevates the experience with much harder trivia, cocktails like Butterbeer and Polyjuice Potion, DIY craft stations, and another costume contest. 5 to 7:30 p.m. and 8 to 10:30 p.m. $5; does not include all activities, which cost $1-$3.
Pure/Honey Beyonce dance party at Eighteenth Street Lounge
We saw a slew of Beyonce-themed parties and events when Queen Bey visited D.C. at the beginning of the month, but this one is something else. The night at Eighteenth Street Lounge starts with an hour-long voguing class led by choreographer and cabaret artist Aquarius Moon, designed for "all levels and bodies" to learn to express themselves. DJ Gabz spins three hours of Beyonce and ballroom house to inspire new moves, featuring dance performances by Aquarius Moon and Grape Backwoods. Dance class: 8 to 9 p.m., $5. Dancing: 9 p.m. to midnight. Free.
Ice Cream Crafternoon at Cleveland Park Neighborhood Library
Even though last Sunday was National Ice Cream Day, we all still scream for ice cream, and the Cleveland Park Neighborhood Library knows it. Skip the ice cream truck for the afternoon to enjoy homemade nut-free, vegan and non-vegan options. All activities and crafts will be done in the library's garden area. With an ice cream hat and self-made ice cream, it's bound to be an exciting "crafternoon." 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Free.
Board Game Night at Labyrinth Games & Puzzles
If you're looking to dabble with board games of all types, Capitol Hill's Labyrinth Games & Puzzles shop may be the place for you. Thursday night is their open gaming night, so try a new one from the store's selection, or  open up a classic like Catan, Splendor or Ticket to Ride. If none of these are your game of choice, don't fret -- there are about 800 more waiting for you. All adult gamers, seasoned or newbies, are encouraged to come out, but seating is limited and available on a first-come, first-served basis. 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Free. 
Water is Magic Kayak Night at Diamond Teague Park
Easy date-night inspiration: Paddle on the Anacostia River with discounted kayak rentals from Diamond Teague Park, near Nationals Park -- single and double kayaks are $10 each -- before chatting over margaritas at El Rey, beer and oysters at Salt Line, or a pizza at All-Purpose. Book your kayak in advance, because reservations are required and they will sell out. 5:30 p.m. $10.
Rotary Club of Annapolis Crab Feast Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium
Maryland's largest crab feast, which arguably could be the world's largest crab feast, returns to Annapolis's Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium in August, and tickets are now on sale for this epic summer party. The Rotary Club of Annapolis goes all out for its all-you-can-eat meal, which debuted in 1946 and draws more than one thousand attendees, who consume more than 320 bushels of crabs. 5 to 8 p.m. $95 for advance general admission or $105 at the door; $35 in advance for children ages 3 to 12, or $40 at the door.
African Diaspora International Film Festival at George Washington University Student Center
Fourteen films from 14 countries are screened during the 18th annual African Diaspora International Film Festival, with an emphasis on themes of Black music, anti-colonial resistance and women's stories. The opening night film is "Legacy: The De-Colonized History of South Africa," an award-winning documentary about the effects of apartheid, followed by a Q&A session with director Tara Moore. "Rhythm of Dammam" closes the festival as a groundbreaking narrative film depicting the African diaspora in India; a discussion with director Jayan Cherian follows. Through Sunday. Regular screenings: $13; $11 for students and seniors. Opening and closing nights: $20-$35. $120 all-access passes; $45-$55 day passes.
Dark Star Park Day at Dark Star Park
If you've ever visited Rosslyn's Dark Star Park, you may  have pondered the significance of its array of large concrete orbs, bare metal rods and shallow pools. They make sense (of sorts) every year on Aug. 1 when, at 9:32 a.m., the shadows cast by the spheres and poles perfectly align with shapes on the ground. The date commemorates the day in 1860 that William Henry Ross purchased the land that eventually became Rosslyn, but the art feels more profound than a ceremony remembering a real estate deal. 9:32 a.m. Free.
Art Walk in the Park at Glen Echo Park
After taking July off, the first Friday in August brings Glen Echo Park's final Art Walk in the Park of the summer. The Maryland park's visual arts studios and galleries, which are home to resident artists, are open for the public to explore in the evening. The Art Walk features hands-on art projects for walkers to try, as well as exhibitions, artist demonstrations, and sales. A jazz concert and contra dancing session also happen to be going on at the park during this event. 6 to 8 p.m. Free. Online RSVP preferred but not required.
First Friday Dupont Art Walk at Dupont Circle
You know what time it is -- Art Walk time! On the first Friday of every month, visitors are encouraged to take a self-guided stroll through a giant list of Dupont Circle art galleries, museums and embassies. This Friday's walk features the Alex Gallery, with American and European art; Q Street Fine Art, which showcases the artwork of Venezuelan artist Rafael Gallardo; Luneh Yoga, which is joining the Art Walk for the first time; and other galleries and unlikely spaces. 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Free.
'Bend It Like Beckham' at the Reach
If England's victory in the Euro 2025 tournament left you craving more women's soccer -- and you have to wait until Sunday to see the Washington Spirit back at Audi Field -- then you can get your fix Friday night at the Kennedy Center's Reach campus. That's where the joyous, uplifting, 2003 coming-of-age soccer comedy "Bend It Like Beckham" is showing on the Reach's giant outdoor video wall. Bring a picnic and a blanket. Film begins at dusk. Free.
Jerry Garcia Week at the Hamilton
The next week is a momentous one for fans of the Grateful Dead, as it's a celebration of the 60th anniversary of the band's founding, and the 30th anniversary of the death of singer, guitarist and co-founder Jerry Garcia. The Hamilton, which has emerged as a favorite venue for Dead-style jam bands, honors Garcia with a week of concerts. On Friday, the innovative jazz guitarist Stanley Jordan brings his distinctive hammering style and melodic sense to the Dead's greatest hits during Stanley Plays the Dead. That sets the stage for the Grateful Dead/Steely Dan mash-up Steely Dead (Saturday); Keller Williams' acclaimed bluegrass take on the Dead's catalogue, Grateful Grass (Sunday); and the Englishtown Project, which celebrates and re-creates the September 1977 concert featuring the Dead, New Riders of the Purple Sage, and the Marshall Tucker Band (next Thursday). John Kadlecik, the founder of Dark Star Orchestra and a member of Furthur, opens the latter show with a  "solo acoustic'lectric" set. Through Aug. 9. Prices vary.
Swiss National Day celebration at Gallery O on H
We don't have many Swiss restaurants in the D.C. region, so it's up to H Street's Stable to fly the flag for the owners' native Switzerland on the country's national day. The celebration is trading the cozy space shared by Stable and its summer identity Steak Frites down the block to the courtyard next to Gallery O on H, where you'll find various stations serving hearty dishes like raclette and grilled sausages, plus passed hors d'oeuvres, while you listen to a flugelhorn performance and other Swiss music. Pay extra for access to open bars with Swiss wines, cocktails and beer. (Because we're in D.C., not Basel: If the weather doesn't cooperate, the festival moves inside.) 6 to 9:30 p.m. $60.54; $97.88 with open bar.
A Guy Called Gerald at Flash
Decades after 808 State kick-started the British acid house and rave scenes, A Guy Called Gerald continues to be an active and influential member of the electronic music world, with sets that draw on smooth or pounding house rhythms; chunky Detroit techno; shimmery, jumping garage; and anywhere on the spectrum in between. (Check out recent sets on Soundcloud for proof.) A Guy Called Gerald headlines Flash's club level, where you can see and dance to a legend in action for less than the price of a movie ticket. 10 p.m. $17.03-$34.05.
Meet the Brewer: Homebrew Competition Winner at Pizzeria Paradiso
Every summer, Pizzeria Paradiso hosts a contest for local homebrewers with a serious prize: a chance to make the winning beer on a professional scale at DC Brau, and have it featured on draft at all four Pizzeria Paradiso locations for a month. This year's champion is Andrew Shore of the GRIST Homebrew Club, whose summery saison hits taps in August. Meet Shore and try his beer during happy hour at the Dupont Paradiso, an event co-hosted with DC Brau. 4 to 6 p.m. Free.
Wine & Jazz at Marietta at the Marietta House Museum
Local wine and hot jazz: That's the draw for the annual Wine & Jazz at Marietta, held on the grounds of the historic Marietta House Museum in Prince George's County. Sip chardonnays, roses and other offerings from Misfit, Cove Point, Imperial 94, and other Maryland wine producers while browsing tables of craft vendors and authors, and listening to performances from AJQ Plus 1. 2 to 7 p.m. $10.
Shark Bites and Brews at the Wharf
This summer marked the 50th anniversary of "Jaws," which is as good an excuse as any for an afternoon of shark-themed fun on the Transit Pier at the Wharf. Ride a mechanical shark -- like a mechanical bull, but with teeth instead of horns -- or enter a contest to devour a plate of shark-themed doughnuts. Take a turn in a dunk tank, sip beers and cocktails at Cantina Bambina, and rock out to '90s and '00s hits with the 7 Deadlies Band. Dogs are welcome, and unlike in "Jaws," they hopefully won't go missing. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
Joy of African Movement at the National Museum of African Art
Get your Saturday off to a lively start with capoeira, the Afro-Brazilian form of movement that fuses martial arts, dance, music and spirituality. The Capoeira Spot, a D.C. group that performs and preserves the art form, leads a class that encourages viewers to join in. On the first Saturday morning of the month through November, the Smithsonian's National Museum of African Art holds space for a time of celebration, joy, dance and culture. 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. Free; registration is encouraged.
Thomas Edison Film Fest winners at National Gallery of Art
Star-crossed lovers, Ukrainian warriors, a robot vacuum, and painter Amy Sherald are among the subjects of the award-winning short films submitted to the Thomas Edison Film Festival. The annual competition promotes "innovation in the art of the moving image," and the winning documentaries, dramas, animated features and dance films are shown in a pair of two-hour programs at the National Gallery of Art's East Building Auditorium on Saturday and Sunday. (The programs do not overlap.) Saturday and Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m. Free; reservation required.
Pups, Paddles and Pinot at Key Bridge Boathouse
Take to the Potomac River on a paddleboard or kayak to raise money for Lucky Dog Animal Rescue at this pup-friendly fundraiser, sponsored by Boating in D.C. Tickets include two hours on a paddleboard or in a single or double kayak, followed by an outdoor reception with dog lovers and a mystery wine pull. 4 to 7 p.m. $50; $25 reception only.
Oxon Run Bike Ride at Congress Heights Metro Station
Grab your bike, helmet and friends to join the Friends of Oxon Run Park and the Anacostia Parks & Community Collaborative for a 3.7-mile bike ride. The ride begins at the Congress Heights Metro station and will tour the entirety of  Oxon Run Park, the largest public park run by D.C.'s Department of Parks and Recreation, stretching across 128 acres of land. All riders are required to wear a helmet and are encouraged to bring water. Capital Bikeshare bikes are available at the metro stop if you don't have your own. 9 a.m. Free; registration is encouraged.
Cemetery Sex at DC9
Cemetery Sex commemorates the release of their debut album, which the D.C. goth band previewed with "Barbarian," a dramatic slab of hard rock elevated by the soaring vocals of Anastasia Du Noir. The show features fellow D.C. metalheads Greenhead, with drag performances by Erick and Jane Saw. A free "Slings and Arrows" dance party with DJs Vlad and Doomsday follows the bands. 8 p.m. $19.57.
Hiroko Yamamura at Echostage
Self-described "Meme Queen Techno Machine" Hiroko Yamamura is a key figure in Chicago's vibrant DJ community and is inspired by the city's house, techno and industrial traditions. And in a world where music -- machine-made or otherwise -- is mediated by screens and devices, being fluent in the imagery of the internet gives a sense of the person behind the decks. 10 p.m. $34.55-$46.05.
Playboi Carti at Northwest Stadium
In rap music, things can change in the blink of an eyelid -- but at the outset of the summer, Playboi Carti's "Music" is in the lead for album of the year, and without too many challengers in sight. That's because Carti is an expressionist whose tweaky timbres and zigzag phrasings feel as vivid and variegated as life itself. (Is that what he's expressing? Life?) The rhymes on "Music" are nihilistic on paper but still manage to sound extremely alive. The album's only true dull spot is a duet with soggy R & B sad guy the Weeknd -- who, either ironically or tragically, is headlining this very concert. 7 p.m. $115-$483.
Community Day and Curator's Talk at National Museum of Women in the Arts
Free admission, tours and pop-up talks are the reasons the National Museum of Women in the Arts' monthly Community Day should be on your calendar. August brings a special dive into the current exhibition, "A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," with curator Maymanah Farhat and Natalie Renganeschi of the Women's Studio Workshop. The WSW serves women, trans and nonbinary artists through the creation of special artists' books, involving crafts like printmaking and letterpress. Farhat and Renganeschi discuss the books on display in the museum, including zines and items from the foundation's archives. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Exhibition talk at 3 p.m. Free; registration recommended.
Delilah Bon at the Black Cat
As the frontwoman of Hands Off Gretel, Lauren Tate brought Bratz doll energy to U.K. alt rock. As Delilah Bon, she keeps the style but switches up the sound, singing and rapping in-your-face feminist lyrics designed for a reaction (like on single "Dead Men Don't Rape") over the compressed riffs and drum machine beats of nu metal, which has somehow made a comeback. 7:30 p.m. $25-$30.
The Great American Farmers Market on the National Mall
The U.S. Department of Agriculture celebrates fresh produce and healthy eating with a week of events on the Mall, across from the department's headquarters. Look for live music, cooking demonstrations, activities like goat yoga (Tuesday), meet-and-greets with celebrities like Smokey Bear (Wednesday), garden tours (Thursday) and a screening of "Charlotte's Web" (Friday). 4 to 8 p.m. daily through Aug. 8. Free.
'Twin Peaks': Conversations With the Stars at Capital One Hall
If you ever dreamed of eavesdropping on the citizens of Twin Peaks over beers at the Roadhouse or with cherry pie and coffee at the Double R Diner, this evening in Tysons might be the next-best thing. Hear behind-the-scenes stories and  reminiscences about filming from Ray Wise, who played Leland Palmer; Dana Ashbrook, who portrayed bad boy Bobby Briggs; Kimmy Robertson and Harry Goaz, who gave life to the sheriff's office receptionist Lucy Moran and Deputy Andy Brennan. Sabrina Sutherland, who worked as a production coordinator and executive producer on multiple series of "Twin Peaks," also appears. VIP tickets include a meet-and-greet, autographs and photos with the actors. 6 p.m. $55.35-$114.55. VIP tickets: $308.30-$616.15.
National Oyster Day at Clyde's Restaurants
Every day feels like National Oyster Day at the Old Ebbitt Grill, where your menu contains an "Oyster Eater's Bill of Rights," and your Wellfleets,  Spinney Creeks and Pink Moons arrive perfectly shucked on an ice-cold platter. But Tuesday is National Oyster Day, and to mark this sweetest and/or briniest of "holidays," Old Ebbitt and parent company Clyde's Restaurants are offering oyster happy hour all day at their raw bars. Forget rushing in after work or waiting for the clock to tick past 11 p.m. for the late-night offerings: Stop in at any time and get a half dozen for $15.99 or a dozen for $27.99. Old Ebbitt is open 8 a.m. to 2 a.m.; Clyde's Restaurant locations and hours vary.
National IPA Day at Shelter
While National IPA Day is technically on Aug. 7, Shelter, the beer bar inside Hill East's Roost food hall, is getting a jump on celebrations with $5 draft IPAs all day on Aug. 5. Keep checking Shelter's  social media for a promised draft list. Noon to 10 p.m. Free.
DC Independent Film Forum's High School Student Film Screening at Union Market
Four final film projects -- "The Spot," "Whodunit," "The Last Light," and "Where We Left Off" -- are screened at Union Market as part of the DC Independent Film Forum (DCIFF), a summer filmmaking program for local high school students. The students wrote, shot, directed and produced films, with  storylines including friendship and  mystery. Grab a front-row seat to the movies made possible by the behind-the-scenes work of young adults. 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
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TV
Who knew 'Big Brother' would become a comfort watch?
Twenty-seven seasons in, "Big Brother" seems like a quaint time capsule compared with the world it seals out. 

Cast members of this season of the long-running CBS reality competition "Big Brother" gather for an eviction ceremony. (CBS) 


By Michael Andor Brodeur | 2025-07-31
Admitting, at my advanced-ish age, to watching "Big Brother" -- the long-running, hermetically sealed CBS reality competition -- can feel something like confessing to enjoying the horsey ride outside the grocery store.
The looks you get! The surprise that wilts into disappointment. The vague stare of concern that barely conceals a flicker of shaming. It's an expression that suggests something between "You need to move on" and "I need to move on."
Twenty-seven seasons ago, in 2000, Julie Chen (now Julie Chen Moonves) first cracked open the door of the "Big Brother" house (though that unwatchably drab premiere season was too directly modeled after the dry Dutch original). Reality TV has come a long way since, but for better or worse "Big Brother" has stayed resolutely put.
It could be that its enduring motto -- "Expect the unexpected" -- reveals itself most strikingly when you take the long view of "Big Brother," as the show completes a decades-long transition from dystopian vision of the near future to idyllic preserve of the recent past. What was once an edgy pop-cultural laboratory has mellowed into something more like Y2K cosplay.
There was something about the way the show emerged, seemingly in sync with the slow turn of the millennial odometer. "Big Brother" arrived as an eager harbinger of countless sci-fi warnings about the perilous advance of a surveillance state -- one that felt especially too close for comfort to the attorney who owned the rights to George Orwell's "Nineteen Eighty-Four." His 2000 lawsuit against the show led to an undisclosed settlement, as well as a disclaimer tucked into the show's credits clarifying its conceptual independence from Orwell's novel.
Back then, the idea of one's life and its minutiae being constantly recorded and broadcast was still novel enough a premise to batch "Big Brother" in with reality TV's other experimental canaries. See also: Strangers living in a tricked-out New York City loft. Strangers stranded on a deserted island. Strangers flying to Hollywood to sing "And I Am Telling You I'm Not Going" (often right before doing just that).

From left, houseguests Rylie Jeffries, Vince Panaro, Amy Bingham, Ava Pearl, Lauren Domingue, Mickey Lee, Zach Cornell and Adrian Rocha compete on the show. (Sonja Flemming/CBS)


I was 11 seasons late to the game when I started watching "Big Brother" in 2009, the show's trove of tropes and terms already deep and well-established: Contestants move into a house wired with 112 HD cameras and 113 microphones (including the ones they must wear), submitting their every word and move to public broadcast, with zero contact with the outside world for potentially upward of 80 days.
Well, almost. Once in a while, that seal is broken. In September of Season 2, producers notified houseguests about the attacks on the Pentagon and World Trade Center. Contestant Frankie Grande -- half brother of Ariana -- was informed of his grandfather's death during Season 16. Houseguests competing in the online-only 2016 spin-off "Big Brother: Over the Top" went viral for their reaction to Donald Trump's first electoral win. "It's pretty safe to say you are the only six people in the country, maybe in the entire world, who do not know who won," Chen said.
Each week, houseguests compete for Head of Household, a position entitling them to a fancy bedroom suite stocked with a basket of outside-world goodies and equipped with a dedicated system of closed-circuit cameras surveilling the house.
Since elite status means nothing without a societal tier defined by suffering, there are also Have-Nots, contestants designated by chance or choice to sleep on uncomfortable beds in a brightly lit room and subsist on a mealy nutritional paste known only as Slop.
The "HOH" also nominates two -- though, lately, three -- fellow houseguests to sit on "the Block" for a weekly eviction ceremony. Endangered houseguests can save themselves by winning the Golden Power of Veto, often attained through some form of carnival game on steroids. This season, an additional "Block Buster" competition offers potential evictees one final chance at salvation, because audiences love a dangling fate.
These ever-shifting game dynamics, reliably (and capriciously) augmented by new rules, special powers, audience interventions and other highly expected "unexpected" twists, ensure that "Big Brother" gameplay guarantees a tangle of ever-tightening (and often snapping) interpersonal knots.
Really, the only loyalty that remains intact each season is that of the show's longtime viewers, who gobble up its mix of strained alliances, ritual humiliations and voyeuristic thrills. Viewers who pay extra for the live feeds (streaming 24/7 on Paramount+) enjoy an intoxicating omniscience over the houseguests, who plot their daily schemes as though from the porous privacy of a dollhouse, muttering bedtime soliloquies into lavalier mics.

Houseguest Adrian Rocha competes in the 27th season of "Big Brother." (CBS) 


Even viewers who take a decade-long hiatus from "Big Brother" can stroll into the place and get their bearings immediately, thanks to its repeating gags and waves of now-archetypal contestants: There's the nerdy guy. The mean girl. The supermodel who is secretly a neurologist. The actually dense jock. The theater kid. An older man who misses his wife too much to make it past Week 2. The "comp beast" (i.e. someone who wins all the comps). The "floater" (i.e. someone who gets by unnoticed).
Recently, and only under duress loudly sustained over many seasons, the demographics of the "Big Brother" house have diversified to be more reflective of the show's viewership, but "Big Brother" has maintained its secret recipe of requisite personalities that yield the most volatile mix possible.
This cultivated predictability might seem directly at odds with the allure of the unflinching gaze that inspired the rise of reality TV in the first place -- wasn't the whole point that we never knew what would happen next? (Even the show's thrice-weekly broadcast cadence -- Sunday, Wednesday, Thursday -- creates a steady, lulling rhythm.)
What was harder to see coming was the way the world would change around "Big Brother," and how the show would transition from futurist experiment to quaint little time capsule.

Keanu Soto, left, and Rachel Reilly, right, listen to HOH Jimmy Heagerty's nominations for eviction on a recent episode of "Big Brother." (CBS) 


After all, the elements of "Big Brother" that once seemed like feats of antisocial fortitude -- say, cutting one's self off from the outside world to devote an entire summer to poolside lounging, in-person conversations and daily exercise -- now read like the offerings of a thoughtfully appointed wellness retreat. Indeed, what was once the most challenging aspect of "Big Brother" -- being left to your own devices, sans any of your devices -- is now what we call a digital detox.
Likewise, those facets of the show that once presented as oppressively intrusive indications of a creeping, dystopian future -- say, having your entire life caught on camera and broadcast for millions to see -- now qualify as the most mundane conditions of daily life. If anything, the houseguests seem to enjoy a more profound degree of privacy living lives of unharvested data.
In 2025, the allure of a dozen strangers lying to one another may be left with all the intrigue of a well-stocked ant farm, but if it's "Big Brother," I can't resist its dumb games, its petty dramas, its nostalgia for itself. I will continue watching until CBS cuts the cord. (Or my fellow proverbial houseguest wins the Power of Veto.)
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The Boeing Milestones of Flight Hall opened July 28 at the National Air and Space Museum. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-07-30
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Four exhibitions are on view through Aug. 10: "David A. Douglas: Intersections," "Soaring (Narsha)," "The Teen Experience" and "Anarchy Loosed Upon the World: Vintage Photographs of the War in Vietnam." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through August. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through December. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY "How to Be a Power Player: Tudor Edition," through Aug. 10. More than 60 objects from the Folger collection exemplify social climbing in Tudor England. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Sunday. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Jan. 3, 2027. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM "Bond in Motion," through Sept. 1. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
*IRENE AND RICHARD FRARY GALLERY "Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore," though Sept. 6. Johns Hopkins's D.C. campus displays the work of more than a dozen Baltimore artists. 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. washingtondc.jhu.edu
KREEGER MUSEUM "Water in the Gas," through Aug. 23. Spanning 1934 to 1965, a selection of works from the museum's collection reflects themes of citizenship, censorship, industry, labor and sovereignty. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON Six exhibitions are on view through Sept. 7: "Portals," "Christina Lorena Weisner: Sea Marks: From the High Arctic to the Atlantic," "Olivia Tripp Morrow: (Un)tethered," "Kei Ito: Embodied Spectrum," "Kelli Williams: Kids in America" and "Between You and Me: Works by Avast Artists." 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM Five new galleries are ongoing amid the museum's renovations: "Aerospace and Our Changing Environment," "Futures in Space," "Boeing Milestones of Flight," "Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight" and "World War I: The Birth of Military Aviation." Sixth Street and Independence Avenue SW. airandspace.si.edu
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee.
"Road to Revolution," through Aug. 6, 2026. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Oct. 5. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter 2026. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August 2026. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "With Passion and Purpose," through Oct. 5. More than 60 paintings, sculptures, drawings and prints celebrate Black creativity in America.
"In the Library: Animal Illustration in Europe, 1550-1750," through Oct. 31. Nearly 40 works highlight animal illustrations at the dawn of European natural history.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures.
"American Landscapes in Watercolor From the Corcoran Collection," Saturday through Feb. 1. An exhibition showcasing 30 American landscape and nature studies that date from 1800 to 1991.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 2, 2026. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities.
"Visionary: Viewpoints on Africa's Arts," ongoing. An installation organized around seven viewpoints designed to shape the manner in which African art is experienced.
"Currents: Water in African Art," ongoing. Artworks from the museum's permanent collection underscore water's role as a potent cultural force. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Body Transformed: Contemporary South Asian Photographs and Prints," through Aug. 17. A selection of works focused on the human form from the likes of Krishna Reddy, Chitra Ganesh and Jyoti Bhatt.
"Delighting Krishna: Paintings of the Child-God," through Aug. 24. For the first time since the 1970s, 14 pichwais -- paintings of Krishna on cotton cloth -- are on view.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26, 2026. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 21. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions.
"Uncanny," through Aug. 10. A variety of artworks connected by themes of surreal imaginings, unsafe spaces and the uncanny valley.
"A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," through Sept. 28. More than 40 objects document the Women's Studio Workshop's history as a champion of book arts for marginalized communities.
"Guerrilla Girls: Making Trouble," through Sept. 28. The Guerrilla Girls artist collective marks its 40th anniversary with a visual timeline of its works, which explore politics, environmental issues, pop culture and gender disparity in the arts.
"Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 19. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION "Essex Hemphill: Take Care of Your Blessings," through Aug. 31. A presentation of works from artists who knew the 20th-century poet and activist, as well as those inspired by him decades later.
"Vivian Browne: My Kind of Protest," through Sept. 28. An exhibition featuring paintings, prints and works on paper by Browne, a co-founder of the Black Emergency Cultural Coalition. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Shahzia Sikander: The Last Post," through July 12. A 10-minute video artwork examines the East India Company's imperialist presence in South Asia and China from the 1600s to the 1800s.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2, 2026. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through Dec. 6, 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Theater
One of D.C.'s top theater makers is leaving. What does it mean for the future?
The departure of respected Studio Theatre artistic director David Muse is part of a wave of leadership changes at local venues.

David Muse at a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Studio Theatre renovation in 2022. (Margot Schulman/Studio Theatre)


By Naveen Kumar | 2025-07-30
An epochal turnover of top brass promises to continue remaking the D.C. theater scene.
The early announcement of David Muse's 2027 departure as artistic director of Studio Theatre, revealed in a letter to supporters and staff last week, allows the institution ample time to search for a replacement. That person will join Hana S. Sharif at Arena Stage, Karen Ann Daniels at Folger Theatre and Maria Manuela Goyanes's successor at Woolly Mammoth in a fresh class of leaders who are steering these companies through a period of cultural and economic uncertainty.
Muse's decision grew from a gut feeling that it was time to move on. "At some point, you just feel like all the challenges that come your way you've seen before and you can't blame someone who came before you anymore," he said in a Zoom interview. "I didn't intend for Studio to be the last stop on the road for me."
When Muse was tapped to lead Studio in 2010, at the age of 36, he was a young gun taking the reins from visionary founder Joy Zinoman, who established the company as a home for daring contemporary plays staged with artistic rigor. Muse's tenure has marked a continuation and expansion of that legacy, with a greater focus on international plays (particularly from Britain), a commitment to developing new work and, most significantly, a $20 million renovation of the theater's 14th Street complex to accommodate more ambitious and unconventional productions.
That investment was made possible in part by Muse's 2019 decision to separate Studio from its former acting school, a key feature of Zinoman's reign that she continued to lead after stepping down as artistic director. The move, which Muse characterized as mission-driven, was not altogether amicable. Zinoman took independent control of the newly named Studio Acting Conservatory, which in 2021 opened a new home in the Columbia Heights neighborhood.
Meanwhile, this year brought a major milestone for Studio Theatre's national prominence. Playwright Kimberly Belflower's "John Proctor Is the Villain," which Studio premiered in 2022, opened on Broadway in April and became one of the season's big success stories. A reexamination of "The Crucible" through the lens of #MeToo, the show earned seven Tony nominations, including for best play and for its star, Sadie Sink. The production, which runs through Sept. 7, marked the first Studio world premiere that has made it to Broadway.
"It was totally instrumental in the way that first productions often are, but in this case it was particularly impactful," Belflower said of working on the play at Studio. After a rolling world premiere by three regional theaters was canceled due to the pandemic, Studio was the only one to sign back on. Plus, Muse offered Belflower a commission to write another piece. "I remember being so moved by this person and this institution saying, 'Not only do we want this shiny play of yours, but we want what's next.'"

Sadie Sink, center, and the cast of "John Proctor Is the Villain" on Broadway. The play premiered at Studio. (Julieta Cervantes)


In D.C., Muse's keen curation has strengthened Studio's reputation as a destination for thoughtful and provocative work engaged in dialogue with the present. This year, Studio presented the D.C. premiere (directed by Muse) of Bruce Norris's morally thorny "Downstate," set in a rehabilitative home for pedophiles, and an immersive production of Dominique Morisseau's "Paradise Blue," about a jazz club facing extinction from gentrification. Pulitzer-winning plays that tackle contemporary concerns, such as Sanaz Toossi's "English," James Ijames's "Fat Ham" and Katori Hall's "The Hot Wing King," have been a regular fixture of recent seasons.
"Audiences don't love every show, but our regulars and subscribers trust his taste and know that they'll see something worth talking about," said Rebecca Ende Lichtenberg, whom Muse brought on in 2018 to oversee the business side, bringing the theater's leadership model in line with the industry standard.
The more flexible of Studio's ground-floor theaters is the crown jewel of the recent revamp, which also added on-site rehearsal space. "We're still in the process of growing into the facility post-renovation," Ende Lichtenberg said, adding that the company's prime real estate, long an anchor of the Logan Circle neighborhood, presents an exciting opportunity for new leadership. The building upgrades have also added a valuable revenue stream by way of rentals, for corporate events and to other local arts groups. Washington Improv Theater will be in residence at least through next season until its new home is ready.
On Muse's watch, Studio is in fighting financial shape. The company's operating budget, between $6.5 million and $7 million, is up over half a million from pre-renovation, and ticket sales and attendance have rebounded to pre-pandemic levels. The theater presents fewer productions per season (seven this season and last, down from as many as 11 or 12 pre-pandemic) and runs with a leaner full-time staff. But like most of its peers, Studio is facing strong financial headwinds and changes in consumer habits. Subscriptions are down, and even ticket sales for a hit show don't make up for rising costs and inflation, the leaders said.
"I hope we get a next generation of arts philanthropists," Muse added, pointing to Studio's reliance on individual donors. "Political giving, and giving connected to social causes, seems high up the list of what people imagine they might do. I don't hear arts as much anymore." Muse also expressed concern about the recent loss of federal support for the arts but said it has always been less impactful to the bottom line.
Muse's accomplishments at Studio also include attracting younger and more diverse audiences and creating a cabinet of artistic advisers, a group he will disband upon his departure. Holly Twyford, a cabinet member whose extensive work at Studio began under Zinoman and includes directing and acting (most recently in "Summer, 1976"), said of Muse, "The thing that stands out the most to me is the level of respect that he has shown for artists."
Following his exit, Muse plans to lead an artist's life himself, at least for a while. "I've spent 20-something years doing institutional theater in one capacity or another," said Muse, who worked as associate artistic director of Shakespeare Theatre Company under Michael Kahn. "It's been great in so many ways, but there's also been an unholy trade-off between institutional responsibility and what I wanted to do as a director." He added that he would be picky about taking another leadership position. "I feel open to what the universe brings my way."
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TV
How late-night television lost its relevance
Is "The Late Show With Stephen Colbert" late-night television's canary in the coal mine? 

(The Washington Post/Chelsea Conrad/The Washington Post; Dimitrios Kambouris/Getty Images; Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images; Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP; Valerie Terranova/Getty Images; Amy Harris/Invision/AP; iStock)


By Lili Loofbourow | 2025-07-31
Late night isn't dead. Yet.
But its future, which was never exactly bright, might be cratering. The hoary format's downward slide has, up until this point, been comparatively slow, with advertising dollars dwindling and viewership declining as audiences drift to faster, more casual platforms. But the financial pressures, together with a vengeful president and a corporate culture willing to appease him, might be more than the genre can withstand.
The occasion for this pre-mortem is, of course, the firing of Stephen Colbert, who announced two weeks ago that Paramount Global, CBS's parent company, is canceling "The Late Show With Stephen Colbert." The talk show will end in May, and so will the whole "Late Show" franchise that began with David Letterman when he decamped from NBC (where he hosted "Late Night") to CBS in 1993. It is, in other words, the end of a TV institution.
How much this matters depends on one's attachment to Colbert's show and to late night generally. The latter has endured as a genial American cultural tradition laced with just enough residual Protestantism to be bold but also unreasonable: It requires groundbreaking, brilliant, irreverent comics to amuse us with middlebrow material while wearing respectable suits. The significance of losing that tranche of reliable, half-scripted infotainment depends, too, on one's interpretation of Colbert's cancellation. There are two complementary narratives, and they're not easy to disentangle. One concerns the aforementioned slow collapse of broadcast television, which is real: The ad revenue for all the late-night shows was $220 million in 2024, down from $439 million in 2018. The other is the president's (considerably speedier) mission to silence, persecute, harass or punish his critics.
Neither narrative, however, bodes well for late night.

Stephen Colbert has been covering the president more aggressively than ever since "The Late Show With Stephen Colbert" was canceled by Paramount Global. (Dimitrios Kambouris/Getty Images)


Late-night TV has always been rather pleasantly cursed with a veneer of built-in obsolescence. There he is, that guy in the suit. Jimmy Fallon still delivers his monologues in front of a billowy curtain. Everyone has a desk. The aesthetics are mostly familiar, unchallenging and strikingly dated. For as long as these shows have been around, their hosts (and executives) have been trying to uncover a formula that successfully marries cool-kid disruption with mainstream appeal. Sometimes it worked. More often, competing shows characterized themselves as the cool kids and their competitors (or predecessors) as stodgy and outdated. For instance: There's a tendency to credit Letterman and Conan O'Brien, gifted comics both, with "revolutionizing" late night by messing with the format's respectable frame. And sure, they pushed boundaries.
But every account of a late-night show, including theirs, takes not-quite justified shots at the versions that existed before -- which tend to get characterized as stodgy and overproduced by comparison. Before Letterman started "The Late Show," he hosted "Late Night," which aired after "The Tonight Show" and therefore had fewer viewers and more freedom. It was celebrated for being looser and refreshingly experimental. 
"Not to make too much of it, but it was like Brecht," Randy Cohen, who worked on "Late Night," told Brian Abrams, author of "And Now ... An Oral History of 'Late Night With David Letterman.'" "Dave wanted you to see the ropes. Carson didn't want you to see the ropes. This isn't a value judgment. It's just two different aesthetics."
But late night, which admittedly feels, vibewise, like the guy who looked 48 when he was 22 and still looks 48 at 70 -- was also, paradoxically, pretty squirrelly and weird from the start. Steve Allen did a bunch of zany stuff when "Tonight" started in September 1954 (including getting dunked in a giant vat of Jell-O!). And sure, Letterman sniped at his own network's parent company, but Jack Paar, who famously (and briefly) quit his own show mid-broadcast in 1960, was mocking censors and lampooning television's sometimes slavish approach to commercial sponsors long before him.
Put differently, late night has always offered Americans safe, expected, sanitized rebellion. It's relaxing. It's inconsequential. The genre's magic was always that something might happen but probably wouldn't. You might get to see the guy in the suit (metaphorically, in most cases) break out of it. Maybe he'll get peed on by a small marmoset. Or get lucky throwing a tomahawk. Or quit. But most of the time, the "great show we have for you tonight" is not so much great as it is pleasantly forgettable. The nights and then the years slide by with these folks narrating them for us.

In recent years, several late-night hosts, including Stephen Colbert and Seth Meyers, have adopted Jon Stewart's style of political comedy in their opening monologues. (Rodin Eckenroth/Getty Images)


I've focused here on the men in suits because they're the only ones left. While Netflix has renewed Letterman's "My Next Guest Needs No Introduction" for two more seasons (no word on "Everybody's Live With John Mulaney"), the streamer has cut the cord on a slough of productions including Hasan Minhaj's "Patriot Act," "The Break With Michelle Wolf" and Chelsea Handler's "Chelsea." TBS canceled "Full Frontal With Samantha Bee," Hulu canceled "I Love You, America With Sarah Silverman," Comedy Central canceled "The Nightly Show With Larry Wilmore," and Facebook Watch discontinued Jada Pinkett-Smith's "Red Table Talk." Other casualties include Robin Thede's BET show "The Rundown," "The Amber Ruffin Show" on Peacock and NBC's "A Little Late With Lilly Singh."
The withering of late night is not, in other words, new. TBS reduced the length of O'Brien's talk show, "Conan," to a half-hour in 2019 before the show ended in 2021. CBS canceled "The Late Late Show" in 2023, when James Corden -- who succeeded Craig Ferguson -- left the network. CBS also canceled "After Midnight," its "Late Late Show" successor, after comic Taylor Tomlinson decided to leave earlier this year.
"The Tonight Show" and "Late Night With Seth Meyers" on NBC and ABC's "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" have managed to hang on in an increasingly hostile and competitive multiplatform media environment. They survived the rise of smartphones, the YouTube-ization of comedy into shareable clips and the onslaught of social media, which (in its infancy, anyway) gave users the kind of thrilling unfiltered access to celebrities that late night couldn't deliver. They survived the pandemic and Twitter and friendly, talented, supercharged, Emmy-gobbling usurpers like "Last Week Tonight With John Oliver." They've even survived TikTok and Jon Stewart's return to "The Daily Show."
But the format is labor-intensive, expensive and slow compared with platforms like YouTube. The interviews are too formal and scripted to compete with freewheeling celebrity-on-celebrity podcasts like "WTF With Marc Maron," "Conan O'Brien Needs a Friend," Amy Poehler's "Good Hang" and "SmartLess" with Jason Bateman, Sean Hayes and Will Arnett. Many of the viewers advertisers most value have decamped from broadcast television to streaming.
And the pivot to political commentary, largely spearheaded by Meyers and Colbert, gave the shows some urgency (and virality, via YouTube). Colbert's ratings started taking off once he started getting really political. It wasn't a universally admired move; former "Tonight Show" host Jay Leno inveighed against the influx of politics in late night just this month in an interview with the Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation. "I like to think people come to a comedy show to get away from the pressures of life," he said. "I don't understand why you would alienate one particular group." But there was a reason, as Leno himself pointed out back in 2017. Fallon, his successor, who at that point was still refraining from doing much political humor, was suddenly (and surprisingly) losing viewers to Colbert. "We live in an era now where if you don't take sides, both sides hate you," Leno said then.
Even the late-night shows' adaptability during the pandemic might have backfired: Once you've broadcast from your home (or, indeed, your bathtub) -- offering viewers that unprecedented level of access and intimacy -- can you really go back to your studio and stage and suit and makeup and pretend that nothing's changed?

David Letterman has heavily criticized CBS for canceling "The Late Show," which Stephen Colbert took over from Letterman in 2015. (Amy Harris/Invision/AP)


Reasonable points all, but they might also -- at this particular juncture -- be moot. Not just because of the cancellation of Colbert's show, but because the president has gleefully refused to go along with Paramount Global's statement that the cancellation was "purely a financial decision" and unrelated to Colbert's content. Rather than rebut the appearance of impropriety, President Donald Trump has encouraged the impression that he had something to do with it -- and has threatened that other hosts and networks and comedians might be (and should be) next.
A brief rehash: Paramount Global canceled Colbert's show, which routinely skewered Trump, the same week the show was nominated for an Emmy, shortly after Colbert criticized the company's $16 million payment to Trump to settle a lawsuit as a "big fat bribe." The timing was curious, especially since Colbert was No. 1 in the ratings.
It may or may not be a coincidence that Paramount paid the president millions and fired Colbert during the very month it was seeking the Trump administration's approval for an $8 billion merger with Skydance Media, a company owned by David Ellison and financially backed by his father, Trump pal and Oracle billionaire Larry Ellison. Skydance, for its part, promised to launch a "comprehensive view" of CBS, eliminate DEI at the network and hire an ombudsman "who will receive and evaluate any complaints of bias or other concerns" in the news division.
Trump's administration approved the Paramount-Skydance merger July 24.
Trump didn't settle for celebrating the cancellation of Colbert's show on social media; he has made it clear that he hoped he was responsible and that he'd like Fallon and Kimmel to be fired next. "It's really good to see them go," he posted, "and I hope I played a major part in it!" On Saturday, he suggested that ABC and NBC should lose their licenses for being arms of the "Democrat Party." These aren't really veiled threats. The message seems clear: Fire the Jimmies. Your licenses might go. The "or" linking those two statements seems implied.

"Jimmy Kimmel Live!" host Jimmy Kimmel has forcefully defended Stephen Colbert and criticized CBS for canceling the latter's show. The president has recently called for Kimmel's firing as well. (Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images)



Conan O'Brien hosted late-night shows for decades, but he has found new, more digitally oriented audiences since leaving television and starting his podcast, "Conan O'Brien Needs a Friend." (Cindy Ord/Getty Images)


Trump has tried this before. But when he tried to pull the networks' licenses in 2017, his then-FCC chair, Ajit Pai, refused to cooperate. "I believe in the First Amendment," Pai said then. "The FCC under my leadership will stand for the First Amendment, and under the law the FCC does not have the authority to revoke a license of a broadcast station based on the content of a particular newscast."
This time, things are different. Trump has the full support of his current FCC chair, Brendan Carr. Asked about the Skydance merger, Carr chose to emphasize rather than downplay or deny the president's involvement in the deal. "President Trump is fundamentally reshaping the media landscape, and the way he's doing that is, when he ran for election, he ran directly at these legacy broadcast media outlets, ABC, NBC, CBS," he said on CNBC's "Squawk on the Street." The reasons he listed for approving the merger included assurances from Skydance that they were "going to reorient to getting rid of bias" and "invidious forms of DEI and discrimination. At the end of the day, that's what made the difference for us in terms of our review at the agency." Asked whether this constituted a violation of the First Amendment, Carr said, "I think it's time for a change."
It's easy to dismiss late night as old-fashioned pabulum. But the franchise has a long history of comedians being righteously difficult. They only look like respectable guys in suits, and maybe that has value at a moment when corporations seem hell-bent on appeasement. Unlike CBS, Comedy Central (which also belongs to Paramount Global) is doubling down in the face of intimidation, even though that clearly goes against its own interests. On "The Daily Show," Stewart ended a segment on Colbert's firing with a gospel choir chanting "Go f--- yourself" at any institution that might censor itself preemptively to avoid angering the government. As exits go, a bang beats a whimper. If late night ends, at least it'll go out raging against the dying of the light.
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Movies
'The Naked Gun' hits the target, which might test your gag reflex
Liam Neeson steps into Leslie Nielsen's cop shoes in a fitfully funny sequel that loses its way.

Liam Neeson stars in "The Naked Gun." (Frank Masi/Photo by Frank Masi/Paramount Pictures)


By Ty Burr | 2025-07-30
Among its other attributes, the 1980 movie "Airplane!" was responsible for a pioneering pop-culture discovery: that non-comic actors playing it straight in a comedy could be insanely funny. Leslie Nielsen -- up until then known as a stone-faced dramatic actor -- was the prime beneficiary, parlaying his "Airplane!" turn as Dr. Rumack ("Don't call me Shirley") into an entire second career as a deadpan farceur in TV's "Police Squad!" and three "Naked Gun" movie spin-offs.
Those projects were spoofs of 1970s police shows goosed with Mad Magazine sight gags and "Pink Panther"-style slapstick -- all cultural references that are sadly out of date in 2025. Do we need a belated third sequel to "The Naked Gun" then, or is this just a case of nostalgia squared? Regardless, we've got one, and it's extremely funny until it isn't.
The director is Akiva Schaffer, part of Andy Samberg's Lonely Island comedy crew who has since branched out to movies such as 2016's "Popstar: Never Stop Never Stopping" and Tim Robinson's TV sketch comedy "I Think You Should Leave." More important, the star is Liam Neeson, for whom "The Naked Gun" is the latest curlicue in a proper pig's tail of a career. From an Oscar nomination for playing a Holocaust savior in "Schindler's List" to his reinvention in the new millennium as a sour-faced B-movie action star to filling Nielsen's police-issue brogans as Lieutenant Frank Drebin, Neeson has never stooped to conquer but, rather, has striven to bring the material up to his level.
In the new "Naked Gun," he's technically Frank Drebin Jr., seen tearfully talking to a wall photo of Nielsen in police headquarters. The camera cuts to Frank's partner, Capt. Ed Hocken Jr. (Paul Walter Hauser) tearfully talking to a wall photo of his father (played in the original films by George Kennedy) and then to an entire line of police detectives tearfully talking to photos of their dads. So far, so good.
In fact, the early scenes of "The Naked Gun" so ably recapture the manic, anything-goes highs of the early movies that you settle into your seat for a rollicking time, and, for a while, that's what you get. The background sight gags fly by at 100 mph and the dialogue is gloriously dumb. ("UCLA?" Frank asks a woman who's mentioned she went to college in the area. "Yes, I can see it -- I live here," is the response.)

Pamela Anderson plays Beth Davenport and Liam Neeson plays Frank Drebin Jr. (Frank Masi/Photo by Frank Masi/Paramount Pictures)



Police detectives talk to photos of their deceased dads in a scene from "The Naked Gun." (Paramount Pictures)


A running joke about people handing Frank cups of coffee builds and builds, and there are just enough nods to current events and attitudes to give "The Naked Gun" some edge: An O.J. Simpson joke here, a perfectly served Black Lives Matter zinger there. The film's chief villain (Danny Huston) is a tech-bro billionaire with a Project 2025 attitude toward the common man, and just to make sure we get it, his head henchman (Kevin Durand) is a bottle-blond ringer for Elon Musk. (Other random appearances include rapper Busta Rhymes, YouTube star Liza Koshy and a much-loved presence from the first "Naked Gun.")
Pamela Anderson gamely plays Frank's love interest, Beth Davenport, who's mourning the mysterious death of her brother, the tech titan's righthand man. That's right, "The Naked Gun" has a plot, and by the film's midpoint it has started elbowing the comedy out of the way. There's nothing here as crazy-funny as Frank Sr's assault on Queen Elizabeth in the 1988 original, although a bit with thermal-imaging binoculars providing the filthiest possible interpretation of benign activities comes close. But the early scenes are so shamelessly, stupidly funny, with a hit-to-miss gag ratio of about 75 percent, that you can't help be disappointed as that ratio steadily sinks over the course of the movie.
Neeson enters into the spirit of the thing with zeal and a stony demeanor, even in a body-cam sequence of Frank suffering the effects of a particularly toxic chili dog. His interpretation is more in the Chuck Norris toughest-guy-on-earth mode, biting gun barrels in two and ripping off an assailant's arms, the better to beat him with them. He's good fun, but you miss the almost primal silliness that galvanized Nielsen's Frank -- the pleasure of a journeyman performer cutting loose after all those decades of playing it straight. It may be that Neeson is too good an actor for a down-and-dirty comedy like "The Naked Gun" -- perhaps a man who has played Oskar Schindler can only let his hair down so far. Let's hope he lightens up for the sequels that are almost certain to come. After "Taken 3," he's earned it.
PG-13. At area theaters. Crude/sexual material, violence/bloody images and brief partial nudity. 78 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/2025/07/30/naked-gun-liam-neeson-review/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      Commanders

      Washington Post coverage of the Washington Commanders NFL team.


      
        Hamstrung last year, Marshon Lattimore tries to regain his reputation
        Adam Kilgore

        Lattimore is either the missing piece or a big misfire for the Commanders, who need him to be a lockdown cornerback.

      

      
        That time Washington went to Washington (state) for training camp
        Scott Allen

        In August 1939, a group of players and team officials departed Union Station for Spokane via train. The reason? Training camp, of course.

      

      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Washington Commanders
Hamstrung last year, Marshon Lattimore tries to regain his reputation
Lattimore is either the missing piece or a big misfire for the Commanders, who need him to be a lockdown cornerback.

(Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-07-31

"I'm not really too worried about proving anybody wrong. I just prove myself right," Commanders cornerback Marshon Lattimore said. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


The widest range of outcomes for any Washington Commanders player this season may belong to Marshon Lattimore. He could reclaim his place as a star defender at a premium position, or he could become General Manager Adam Peters's most significant misfire.
His track record suggests he could still be a star, the locus of an excellent secondary. His injury-marred performance last year prompts worry that his best days are behind him and the Commanders will lack a lockdown cornerback to build around.
Entering his ninth season at 29, having missed 25 games over the past three seasons, Lattimore must prove he can stay healthy and rediscover the form that once made him one of the NFL's best cornerbacks. The Commanders need him -- he is carrying an $18 million salary cap hit, the sixth highest among defensive backs, according to Spotrac. Lattimore is confident he is the same elite player he was with New Orleans, the four-time Pro Bowl selection who injected swagger into the Saints and neutralized star wide receivers.
"I'm proving it to myself, first and foremost," Lattimore said after Tuesday's practice. "Everybody has got to see what I put out there. They can judge then. I'm not really too worried about proving anybody wrong. I just prove myself right."
Lattimore has found comfort at Commanders training camp after a difficult midseason adjustment and playing through injury in 2024. After the trade leading into Week 10, Lattimore had to learn coordinator Joe Whitt Jr.'s scheme, which differed from how he played in New Orleans. He also tried playing through a hamstring injury that kept him out of six of the Commanders' final eight regular season games and never fully healed.
"It was just the injuries last year," Lattimore said. "I know what was going on. Coming here, middle of the season, I just feel way more comfortable right now."
Lattimore missed four games before he made his Commanders debut. He realizes now that he returned too soon.
"A hamstring takes time," he said. "I was trying to rush back and play, and I wasn't doing nothing but re-aggravating it. My burst and my confidence in my legs just wasn't there."
Pressure to help his new team, and to justify its belief in trading for him, drove Lattimore to play too soon. After he missed the final two games of the regular season, his hamstring still wasn't 100 percent. He returned for the playoffs, anyway, and was a husk of himself against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and old NFC South nemesis Mike Evans. He still played roughly 90 percent of Washington's postseason snaps.
"I feel I could have helped," Lattimore said. "That's why I got out there no matter what, even though I wasn't all the way 100 percent. I tried to show them I could play here and help them win. I just know I wasn't myself. Now I got a full offseason, I'm good."
Lattimore has been solid, but not a standout, at training camp. Several 11-on-11 plays have ended with him smacking his hands after a wideout caught a pass in front of him. But his track record outweighs a handful of training camp practices. What matters most is that Lattimore is healthy and comfortable in Washington's system. He says he is.
Lattimore's performance this season will determine whether Peters's swing at last year's deadline paid off. The Commanders traded third-, fourth- and sixth-round picks -- all in 2025 -- for Lattimore and a fifth-rounder.
(The deal eventually became those three picks for Lattimore and Deebo Samuel: Washington dealt the fifth-rounder it received from New Orleans to the San Francisco 49ers for Samuel. The 49ers used that pick to take Oregon running back Jordan James.)
At his best, Lattimore would be an ideal fit at the center of Washington's cornerback group. Mike Sainristil's intelligence, versatility and playmaking make him hugely valuable, but he's not the type of cornerback who erases a top receiver on the outside. Noah Igbinoghene is a solid veteran who keeps making plays in camp. Trey Amos has shown huge promise as a rookie. The Commanders just need a proven No. 1 cornerback.
Lattimore believes that's still what he is, now that he's healthy and has a full understanding of the system.
"I like this defense," Lattimore said Tuesday before he paused and smiled. "I love it."

Second-year wide receiver Luke McCaffrey could carve out a larger role this season. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


Coach Dan Quinn has been focused on how second-year players have developed, and he views wideout Luke McCaffrey and tight end Ben Sinnott as those who could make a significant leap this year.
Sinnott was one of the most athletic tight ends in the draft last year, but he struggled deciphering coverages and running routes and caught just five passes as a rookie. Quinn has seen signs of progress. At a recent practice, Sinnott picked up a specific check against a blitz, ran a seam route and caught a pass from Jayden Daniels, nailing several nuances with one play.
"A year ago, that would have been harder," Quinn said.
McCaffrey has been receiving ample opportunities to claim the No. 3 wideout spot, playing with the first-team offense in three-receiver sets. McCaffrey, a former quarterback in college, picked up the offense quickly last year. This year, Quinn has seen him improve finer receiving skills.
"You kind of see maybe before there was still some time he was thinking like a quarterback," Quinn said. "Now you see him thinking like a receiver. That sounds counterintuitive -- like, more knowledge, wouldn't that be better? He's refined some details at the receiver position."
The Commanders signed free agent tackle Lucas Niang, effectively filling the offensive line gap that was created when guard Nate Herbig retired Tuesday. Niang, 26, spent the first four seasons of his career with the Kansas City Chiefs, playing last year on their practice squad before he was waived in late November. A 2020 third-round pick, Niang made the only nine starts of his career as a rookie in 2021; he opted out of the 2020 season amid the coronavirus pandemic. He played mostly special teams thereafter and last appeared in 2023.
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D.C. Sports Bog
That time Washington went to Washington (state) for training camp
In August 1939, a group of players and team officials departed Union Station for Spokane via train. The reason? Training camp, of course.

In 1939, Coach Ray Flaherty and his Washington team headed west for training camp. (Bettmann Archive) 


By Scott Allen | 2025-07-30
In 1937, its first year after relocating from Boston, Washington's NFL team introduced and endeared itself to D.C. by training at Anacostia Park.
"I want to invite everyone in town to drop over and watch the boys work out," Coach Ray Flaherty said in August 1937. "This is a great team, and I think we will compile a record that will make Washingtonians proud to claim us as a civic representative."
Washington, which backed up Flaherty's declaration by winning the NFL championship that year, relocated its training camp to Ballston Stadium in Arlington the following summer. After six weeks of practice hampered by hot, humid and dusty conditions at the stadium, which was home to the semipro Ballston Skulls, a frustrated Flaherty declared his team would "train up north next year." Instead, the team headed 2,500 miles west.
With Washington coming off a disappointing 6-3-2 season, General Manager Jack Espey announced in February 1939 that the team would hold training camp in Flaherty's hometown of Spokane, Washington. It was, The Washington Post reported, the "longest training jaunt in either professional football or baseball history."
While NFL teams seeking isolation had begun holding training camp in secluded locations, most clubs remained in their home state or a neighboring one.
"The Athletic Round Table Club, a sports-minded group of Spokane businessmen promoting sports for charitable purposes, guaranteed the club a substantial sum for training at Spokane, topping a bid previously submitted by Duluth, Minn.," The Post reported. "It also is the first time on record, a hasty perusal of records reveals, that any city has sponsored the training program of a pro football club. Spokane, it is believed, will be more suitable for training than Washington and vicinity, which was abandoned because of the intense heat and humidity which handicapped the men last year. The Western city's climate is said to be ideal for football in the later part of August and early September and Flaherty is confident he will lead a well-conditioned group of athletes East."
Buck O'Neill of the Washington Times-Herald detailed how Spokane lured the team away from prospective training camp sites in the Midwest. Duluth's chamber of commerce made an initial offer to Washington owner George Preston Marshall, after which the city of Superior, Wisconsin, made a $5,000 bid to host the team. Flaherty visited Superior and advised Marshall to accept the city's offer. Back home in Spokane, where he played football for Gonzaga during his college years, Flaherty mentioned his team's training camp plans and pending offers to friends.
"Why, we'll double that offer," one of them said. "If it is worth $5,000 for Miami to have the New York Giants train there, it is easily worth $10,000 to have one of our own boys train his team right here in town."
Beyond Flaherty's ties to Spokane, several of Washington's players hailed from the Pacific Northwest, including Turk Edwards, Ed Justice, Max Krause and George "Automatic" Karamatic. Flaherty hired Roy "Doc" Mauro, who served as a trainer at Gonzaga for the previous 10 years, to assist trainer Roy Baker. Mauro was a lightweight boxer during the 1920s who in 1935 walked more than 80 miles in freezing conditions from Pullman, Washington, to Spokane to fulfill a bet with the Gonzaga football team.
In early August 1939, a group of 11 Washington players and team officials departed Union Station for Spokane via train. Other players joined the traveling party along the three-day journey. Star quarterback Sammy Baugh arranged his own transportation to camp. Washington arrived to a public reception at the Desert Hotel in Spokane before opening practice the next day in nearby Cheney, on the campus of what is now known as Eastern Washington University. And, yeah, everyone was in the best shape of their lives.
"The boys are big -- so big that some are practically crowds in themselves," the Spokane Chronicle's Herb Ashlock reported. "And they're all in shape -- in the fine fettle to warm the cockles of any coach's heart."
At the start of camp, Marshall predicted that the National Professional Football League would soon "stretch from coast to coast."
"Football of tomorrow will not be seriously concerned about long traveling distance," Washington's owner told reporters.
Over the next month, Washington debuted the use of blocking aprons, which "give the wearers the appearance of being a combination hockey goalie and a baseball catcher," according to the Associated Press, and were considered an upgrade over stationary blocking dummies.
"It works," Flaherty said, "because the apron wearers can move."
At one practice, players tested their strength against a pair of horses. The weather was as advertised.
Training camp ended with an intrasquad scrimmage in front of roughly 10,000 at Gonzaga, with proceeds going to charity. Washington played exhibition games in San Francisco, Los Angeles and Boston before returning to D.C. and opening the season at Philadelphia in September.
Washington went 8-2-1, with a loss to the Giants in the regular season finale deciding the Eastern Division title. The team returned to Spokane the following summer before relocating training camp to San Diego's Brown Military Academy.
Washington trained at Occidental College in Los Angeles from 1946 to 1962 before moving camp to Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, in 1963.
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