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      Breaking News

      
        New Zealand to collect tourism fees from foreigners
        New Zealand will begin charging foreign tourists up to NZ$40 (760 baht or US$24) to visit its most popular tourist destinations such as Milford Track and Mount Cook as the government seeks ways to help spur economic growth.

      

      
        Trump sacks data chief over poor job numbers
        WASHINGTON - US President Donald Trump has fired a top Labor Department official after the release of unexpectedly weak employment figures, accusing her without evidence of manipulating the figures to make his administration look bad.

      

      
        Rally repeats calls for PM Paetongtarn to resign
        Supporters of the United Front to Defend Thai Sovereignty rallied at Victory Monument on Saturday to call for suspended Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra to resign immediately.

      

      
        US envoy meets Israeli hostages' families
        TEL AVIV - US envoy Steve Witkoff on Saturday met the anguished families of Israeli hostages still held in Gaza, as fears for the captives' survival mounted almost 22 months into the war sparked by Hamas's October 2023 attack.

      

      
        Si Sa Ket rocket victims' families receive compensation
        The government has disbursed over 9 million baht in compensation to the families of victims killed in the recent border clash between Thai and Cambodian forces in Si Sa Ket province.

      

      
        India under more pressure to shun Russian oil
        NEW DELHI --- At least two vessels loaded with Russian oil bound for refiners in India have diverted to other destinations following new US sanctions, according to trade sources and data providers.

      

      
        Hospital fined after patient files used as snack bags
        A major private hospital in Thailand has been fined 1.2 million baht after paper patient records were found being used as snack bags, according to the country's data protection watchdog.

      

      
        Mourning echoes as guns fall silent in Si Sa Ket
        The guns have fallen silent in the Thai-Cambodian conflict, giving way to the sounds of mourning for civilians who lost their lives in Kantharalak district of Si Sa Ket province.

      

      
        Painter killed when basket collapses at building site
        A construction site tragedy occurred on Saturday morning when a crane basket carrying two painters detached and plummeted from a height of 26 metres, killing one worker and seriously injuring another at a college in Phatthalung province.

      

      
        No tsunami threat to Japan after huge volcanic eruption in Indonesia'
        KYODO --- Japan's weather agency said there is no tsunami threat to the country following a huge volcanic eruption on the Indonesian island of Flores on Saturday.
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                  New Zealand to collect tourism fees from foreigners                

                Charges at top tourist attractions could be up to NZ$40 per head
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                                New Zealand will begin charging foreign tourists up to NZ$40 (760 baht or US$24) to visit its most popular tourist destinations such as Milford Track and Mount Cook as the government seeks ways to help spur economic growth.
The country's pristine national parks and great walks are "truly special to New Zealanders" and foreigners should pay a fee at high traffic sites, Prime Minister Christopher Luxon said in a speech on Saturday.

The NZ$62 million in annual revenue generated by the fees will be re-invested into those locations, he said.

"I have heard many times from friends visiting from overseas their shock that they can visit some of the most beautiful places in the world for free," Luxon said.

"It's only fair that at these special locations, foreign visitors make an additional contribution of between NZ$20 and NZ$40 per person."

New Zealand has earmarked tourism as a key avenue to generate economic growth as the nation's recovery from a recession last year gathers pace. The government from November will replace a costly transit visa for Chinese travelers in a bid to attract visitors.

The government will initially consider introducing the fee at Cathedral Cove, Tongariro Crossing, Milford Track and Mount Cook, sites where foreigners often make up 80% of visitors, Luxon said.

"At the same time, there will be no charge for New Zealanders to access the conservation estate," he said. "It's our collective inheritance and Kiwis shouldn't have to pay to see it."
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                  Trump sacks data chief over poor job numbers                

                President says report was 'rigged' to make him look bad
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                                WASHINGTON - US President Donald Trump has fired a top Labor Department official after the release of unexpectedly weak employment figures, accusing her without evidence of manipulating the figures to make his administration look bad.
A White House official defended the move, saying there had been concerns for some time about the quality of economic data published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). 

In a second surprise economic policy development, the door for Trump to make an imprint on a Federal Reserve -- with which he clashes almost daily for not lowering interest rates -- opened earlier than anticipated when Fed Governor Adriana Kugler unexpectedly announced her resignation on Friday.

The two developments further rattled a stock market already reeling from Trump's latest barrage of tariff announcements and the weak jobs data. The benchmark S&P 500 Index sank 1.6% in its largest daily drop in more than two months.

Trump accused Erika McEntarfer, appointed by former president Joe Biden, of faking the jobs numbers. There is no evidence to back Trump's claims of data manipulation by the BLS, which compiles the closely watched employment report as well as consumer and producer price data.

A representative for the BLS did not respond to a request for comment.

Friday began with BLS reporting the US economy created only 73,000 jobs in July, but more stunning were net downward revisions showing 258,000 fewer jobs had been created in May and June than previously reported.

"We need accurate Jobs Numbers. I have directed my Team to fire this Biden Political Appointee, IMMEDIATELY. She will be replaced with someone much more competent and qualified," Trump said in a post on his Truth Social network.

"Important numbers like this must be fair and accurate, they can't be manipulated for political purposes," he said. He later added that the figures "were RIGGED in order to make the Republicans, and ME, look bad".

US data agencies enjoy a global reputation for "gold standard" statistics -- one Trump may now be putting in danger -- and economists of all stripes dismissed the idea of politically motivated manipulation.

But a Trump administration official who requested anonymity said the White House has been dissatisfied with how large the revisions have been in the recent BLS data, and with lower survey responses. The problem started during the Covid pandemic and has not been addressed in the years since.

"There are these underlying problems that have been festering here for years now that have not been rectified," the person said. "The markets and companies and the government need accurate data, and we just weren't getting that."

The BLS has already reduced the sample collection for consumer price data as well as the producer price report, citing resource constraints. The government surveys about 121,000 businesses and government agencies, representing approximately 631,000 individual worksites for the employment report.

The response rate has declined from 80.3% in October 2020 to about 67.1% in July, BLS data shows.

A Reuters poll last month found 89 of 100 top policy experts had at least some worries about the quality of US economic data, with most also concerned that authorities are not addressing the issue urgently enough.

In addition to the concerns over job market data, headcount reductions at BLS have resulted in it scaling back the scope of data collection for the Consumer Price Index, one of the most important gauges of US inflation, watched by investors and policymakers worldwide.

Trump's move fed into concerns that politics may influence data collection and publication.

"Politicising economic statistics is a self-defeating act," said Michael Madowitz, principal economist at the Roosevelt Institute.

"Credibility is far easier to lose than rebuild, and the credibility of America's economic data is the foundation on which we've built the strongest economy in the world. Blinding the public about the state of the economy has a long track record, and it never ends well."

Meanwhile, Kugler's surprise decision to leave the Fed at the end of next week presents Trump an earlier-than-expected opportunity to install a potential successor to Fed chair Jerome Powell on the central bank's board of governors.

Trump has threatened to fire Powell repeatedly because the Fed chief has overseen a policymaking body that has not cut interest rates as Trump has demanded. Powell's term expires next May, although he could remain on the Fed board until Jan 31, 2028, if he chooses.

Trump will now get to select a Fed governor to replace Kugler and finish out her term, which expires on Jan 31, 2026. A governor filling an unexpired term may then be reappointed to a full 14-year term.

Some speculation has centred on the idea Trump might pick a potential future chair to fill that slot as a holding place.

Leading candidates for the next Fed chair include Trump economic adviser Kevin Hassett, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, former Fed governor Kevin Warsh and Fed Governor Chris Waller, a Trump appointee who this week dissented with the central bank's decision to keep interest rates on hold, saying he preferred to start lowering them now.
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                  Rally repeats calls for PM Paetongtarn to resign                

                Group that gathered at Victory Monument vows to watch upcoming Thai-Cambodian border talks closely
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                                Supporters of the United Front to Defend Thai Sovereignty rallied at Victory Monument on Saturday to call for suspended Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra to resign immediately.
The rally, which drew about 1,000 participants, was sparked by escalating tensions along the Thai-Cambodian border and the leak of a phone conversation between Ms Paetongtarn and former Cambodian prime minister Hun Sen in June.

The leaked recording included derogatory remarks about a Thai army commander, labelling him as an adversary, along with a submissive tone towards the Cambodian strongman, in which Ms Paetongtarn appeared willing to comply with Hun Sen's demands.

The Constitutional Court is expected to rule in the next few weeks on a petition calling for Ms Paetongtarn to be dismissed from office on ethical grounds.

Protesters waved Thai flags and delivered speeches in both Thai and Khmer to express solidarity with Thai soldiers on the front line and condemn the Cambodian military's actions.

The group issued three demands: First, Ms Paetongtarn must resign without waiting for a Constitutional Court ruling.

Second, coalition parties must withdraw from the government led by the Pheu Thai Party. And third, all parties must take a firm stance to defend national sovereignty.

Pichit Chaimongkol, one of the group's leaders, accused Ms Paetongtarn of undermining national security, citing her conversation with Hun Sen.

Mr Pichit claimed the leaked clip emboldened Cambodia and contributed to the outbreak of armed conflict, resulting in both civilian and military casualties.

He also criticised the ceasefire negotiations led by acting Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai in Malaysia, arguing they lacked conditions to hold Cambodia accountable for landmine violations.

The rally included donation stations under the banner "Capital Cares for the Border", collecting supplies for soldiers and displaced civilians.

Many of the participants at Saturday's rally had attended a larger gathering on June 28, which brought together various groups seeking the ouster of Ms Paetongtarn. They had intended to gather again last weekend but postponed the event for a week because of the hostilities at the border.

Mr Pichit said his group plans to monitor the upcoming General Border Committee (GBC) meeting that begins on Monday in Kuala Lumpur. It opposes foreign mediation and urges Thailand to lead bilateral talks, he said.

The Khmer Times reported on Saturday that after initially refusing to allow international observers, Thailand had agreed to allow representatives from Asean, China and the United States to attend the final day of the GBC talks on Aug 7.

The agreement was conveyed in a letter sent by Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit, the deputy minister of defence, it said.
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                  US envoy meets Israeli hostages' families                

                Attempts to reach ceasefire stalled and hope for captives fading after 22 months of war
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                                TEL AVIV - US envoy Steve Witkoff on Saturday met the anguished families of Israeli hostages still held in Gaza, as fears for the captives' survival mounted almost 22 months into the war sparked by Hamas's October 2023 attack.
Witkoff was greeted with some applause and pleas for assistance from hundreds of protesters gathered in Tel Aviv, before going into a closed meeting with the families.

The Hostages and Missing Families Forum confirmed the meeting was underway and videos shared online showed Witkoff arriving as families chanted "Bring them home!" and "We need your help."

The visit came one day after Witkoff visited a US-backed aid station in Gaza, to inspect efforts to get food into the devastated Palestinian territory.

Yotam Cohen, brother of 21-year-old hostage Nimrod Cohen, told AFP in the square: "The war needs to end. The Israeli government will not end it willingly. It has refused to do so.

"The Israeli government must be stopped. For our sakes, for our soldiers' sakes, for our hostages' sakes, for our sons and for the future generations of everybody in the Middle East."

After the meeting, the Forum released a statement saying that Witkoff had given them a personal commitment that he and US President Donald Trump would work to return the remaining hostages.

The United States, along with Egypt and Qatar, had been mediating ceasefire talks between Hamas and Israel that would allow the hostages to be released and humanitarian aid to flow more freely.

But talks broke down last month and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government is under increasing domestic pressure to come up with another way to secure the missing hostages, alive and dead.

He is also facing international calls to open Gaza's borders to more food aid, after UN and humanitarian agencies warned that more than two million Palestinian civilians are facing starvation.

'Without rest'

But Israel's top general warned that there would be no respite in fighting in Gaza if the hostages were not released.

"I estimate that in the coming days we will know whether we can reach an agreement for the release of our hostages," said army chief of staff Lieutenant General Eyal Zamir, according to a military statement.

"If not, the combat will continue without rest," he said, during remarks to officers inside Gaza on Friday.

Of the 251 people who were kidnapped from Israel during Hamas's attack in October 2023, 49 remain in Gaza, 27 of them dead, according to the military.

Palestinian armed groups this week released two videos of hostages looking emaciated and weak.

Zamir denied that there was widespread starvation in Gaza.

"The current campaign of false accusations of intentional starvation is a deliberate, timed, and deceitful attempt to accuse the IDF (Israeli military), a moral army, of war crimes," he said.

"The ones responsible for the killing and suffering of the residents in the Gaza Strip is Hamas."

Hamas's 2023 attack resulted in the deaths of 1,219 people, mostly civilians, according to a tally based on official figures.

A total of 898 Israeli soldiers have also been killed, according to the military.

Israel's campaign in Gaza has killed at least 60,332 people, mostly civilians, according to figures from the Hamas-run territory's health ministry, deemed reliable by the UN.

Civilian deaths

Gaza's civil defence agency said Israeli strikes killed 21 people in the territory on Saturday.

Civil defence spokesman Mahmud Bassal said two people were killed and another 26 injured after an Israeli strike on a central Gaza area where Palestinians had gathered before a food distribution point run by the US-backed Gaza Humanitarian Foundation (GHF).

He added that Saturday's bombings mostly targeted the areas near the southern city of Khan Yunis and Gaza City in the north.

Witkoff visited another GHF site for five hours on Friday, promising that Trump would come up with a plan to better feed civilians.

Adnan Abu Hasna, of the UN agency for Palestinian refugees, told AFP that the agency had "approximately 6,000 trucks ready for the Gaza Strip, but the crossings are closed by political decision. There are five land crossings into the Strip through which 1,000 trucks can enter daily."

The UN human rights office in the Palestinian territories on Friday said at least 1,373 Palestinians seeking aid in Gaza had been killed since May 27, most of them by the Israeli military.

Israel's military insist that soldiers never deliberately target civilians and accuses Hamas fighters of looting UN and humanitarian aid trucks.
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                  Si Sa Ket rocket victims' families receive compensation                

                'Let no one be forgotten in this tragedy,' says Deputy PM Prasert
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                                The government has disbursed over 9 million baht in compensation to the families of victims killed in the recent border clash between Thai and Cambodian forces in Si Sa Ket province.
Deputy Prime Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong on Saturday presided over a meeting with local agencies at the Si Sa Ket provincial hall. He also handed out financial aid to the families of those who lost their lives when a Cambodian rocket struck Kantharalak district of the northeastern province on July 24.

Si Sa Ket governor Anupong Suksamnit, heads of local agencies and families of the victims welcomed the minister in a solemn atmosphere marked by grief and mourning.

Rockets fired from Cambodia on the first day of hostilities struck a 7-Eleven store at a PTT petrol station and nearby areas in tambon Ban Phue of Kantharalak district. The blasts claimed the lives of nine civilians, eight of them in the compound of the petrol station.

[image: eputy Prime Minister and Minister of Digital Economy and Society Prasert Jantararuangtong provides compensation to families of people who died in a rocket attack by Cambodian forces. Each family receives one million baht in compensaation. (Photo: Si Sa Ket public relations office)]
Deputy Prime Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong presents compensation to a family member of one of the people who died in the July 24 rocket attack by Cambodian forces. Each family received one million baht. (Photo: Si Sa Ket public relations office)



Each family received 1 million baht in compensation and an additional 29,700 baht for funeral expenses, totalling nearly 9.3 million baht. The recipients were:


	The family of Phongsaphak (boy), Thaksaphon (girl) and their mother Rungrat Prachan, who were killed in the petrol station blast. The compensation was received by Komsan Prachan, husband of Rungrat and father of the two children.

	The family of 8-year-old Kittisak Khamwang, or "Nong Sea Games". His father Thanongsak Khamwang received the aid.

	The family of Arunrat Wansri, 62, who was killed while working in a rubber plantation behind the petrol station. Her husband, Uthit Wansri, received the compensation.

	The family of Sawitree Onsuang, 19, represented by her mother, Wipavee Kaewsombat.

	The family of Champee Temjit and a boy, Peerapat Kunaphan, represented by Phongsak Kunaphan.

	The family of Somsri Lapboon, a village defence volunteer, who died when an explosive hit his home. His relative, Somphet Lapboon, accepted the payment.



Mr Prasert urged local administrative organisations and the relevant agencies to expedite aid efforts and ensure swift delivery of assistance to affected residents.

He also instructed the Si Sa Ket office of the Social Development and Human Security ministry to complete documentation quickly and begin assessing damage to infrastructure, including roads, schools, hospitals, homes and historical sites, in order to request further support from the government.

"Let no one be forgotten in this tragedy," Mr Prasert said. 

[image: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Digital Economy and Society Prasert Jantararuangtong gives a wai to those who were killed in the border violence after laying flowers.(Photo:Si Sa Ket public relations office)]
Deputy Prime Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong (left) gives a wai in memory of those killed in the border violence in Si Sa Ket. (Photo: Si Sa Ket public relations office)
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                  India under more pressure to shun Russian oil                

                Some vessels being diverted even as government says oil procurement policy has not changed
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                                NEW DELHI -- At least two vessels loaded with Russian oil bound for refiners in India have diverted to other destinations following new US sanctions, according to trade sources and data providers.
The development comes even as Indian officials are reportedly saying they would keep purchasing oil from Russia despite the threat of steep penalties by US President Donald Trump.

The New York Times quoted two senior Indian officials as saying there had been no change in policy, and that the government had "not given any direction to oil companies" to cut back imports from Russia.

Reuters could not immediately verify the report. The White House, India's Ministry of External Affairs and the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

On July 14, Trump threatened 100% tariffs on countries that buy Russian oil unless Moscow reaches a major peace deal with Ukraine. Russia is the top supplier to India, responsible for about 35% of India's overall supplies. 

On Friday, Trump told reporters that he had heard that India would no longer be buying oil from Russia.

Reuters had reported earlier that Indian state refiners had stopped buying Russian oil in the past week as discounts narrowed in July.

The US Treasury Department this week imposed sanctions on more than 115 Iran-linked individuals, entities and ships, some of which are involved in transporting Russian oil.

Three ships -- the Aframaxes Tagor and Guanyin and the Suezmax Tassos -- were scheduled to deliver Russian oil to Indian ports this month, trade sources said. All three vessels are under US sanctions.

Tagor was bound for Chennai on India's east coast, while Guanyin and Tassos were headed to ports in western India, according to trade sources and Russian ports data.

Tighter Western sanctions aimed at cutting Russia's oil revenue, seen as funding its war against Ukraine, have been increasingly hitting Russian oil supplies for India.

Tagor is now heading to Dalian in China, while Tassos is diverting to Port Said in Egypt, the data showed.

Guanyin remains on course to Sikka, a port used by the Indian conglomerate Reliance Industries and Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd (BCPL).

Indian Oil Corp, which was to receive the Tagor shipment, and BPCL did not respond to Reuters' emailed requests for comment.

Zulu Shipping, linked to Panama-flagged Tassos and Tagor, and Guanyin-owner Silver Tetra Marine could not be reached for comments. Both companies are under US sanctions.

A Reliance spokesperson said that "neither of these two vessels, Guanyin and Tassos, is coming to us".

Reliance has previously purchased oil in Guanyin.

Separately, two other vessels, Achilles and Elyte, loaded with Russian oil, were preparing to discharge Russian Urals crude for Reliance, according to data from LSEG (London Stock Exchange Group).

Both these vessels are sanctioned by Britain and the European Union. India has condemned the EU sanctions.
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                  Hospital fined after patient files used as snack bags                

                Data protection watchdog also reports state agency leaked data of over 200,000 citizens
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                                A major private hospital in Thailand has been fined 1.2 million baht after paper patient records were found being used as snack bags, according to the country's data protection watchdog.
The incident was among five major cases reported on Friday by the government's Personal Data Protection Committee (PDPC), along with penalties imposed against entities for violating data laws.

The hospital, which was not named, came under scrutiny after paper files from its patient registry were found being used as pouches for crispy crepes, known locally as khanom Tokyo.

The committee's investigation revealed that over 1,000 protected files had been misplaced after being sent for destruction.

The hospital said it had entrusted document disposal to a small business but failed to follow up. The business owner admitted fault, explaining the documents were leaked after being stored at their home.

The PDPC fined the hospital 1.21 million baht. The disposal business owner was fined 16,940 baht.

In another case, the committee revealed that a state agency leaked the personal information of over 200,000 citizens after a cyber-attack on its web application. The data was later posted for sale on the dark web.

An investigation found inadequate security measures, such as weak passwords and no risk assessment, as well as the absence of a data processing agreement with the web app developer.

A combined fine of 153,120 baht was imposed on both the agency and its private contractor.

The other three cases involved leaks from online retailers and distributors, with fines ranging from 500,000 to 7 million baht.

Since 2024, the PDPC has concluded six cases of personal data violations, totalling 21.5 million baht in fines.
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                  Mourning echoes as guns fall silent in Si Sa Ket                

                People gather to mourn civilians killed in Cambodian rocket strike on service station
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                                The guns have fallen silent in the Thai-Cambodian conflict, giving way to the sounds of mourning for civilians who lost their lives in Kantharalak district of Si Sa Ket province.
People gathered on Saturday morning to place flowers and messages at the ruins of a 7-Eleven store at a PTT service station, which was destroyed by BM-21 rockets fired from Cambodia on July 24. Eight innocent lives were taken, including an eight-year-old child.

The attack was the most severe in the border provinces affected by the five-day conflict, which resulted in 14 civilian deaths and 38 injuries in all on the Thai side.

[image: A letter and flowers placed by the public in mourning to the tragic losses. (Photo: Government House)  ]
A letter and flowers placed by the public in mourning for those who lost their lives in the rocket attack. (Photo: Government House)



The memorial ceremony in Ban Phue was led by Pakkanan Sila-at, deputy secretary-general for administration of the government.

A large crowd of local residents and leaders joined local authorities, former military officers and Thai and international media to lay flowers in tribute and help send off the souls of those who died.

The event was also intended to underline Thailand's condemnation of Cambodia for attacking border communities, said the government.

On Friday, the Royal Thai Army led a delegation of foreign military attaches, diplomats and media members to observe the scene where the "inhumane" attacks against civilians took place.

Local people were also present to talk about what happened on the day when their loved ones were killed and injured.

"The scene (on July 24) was heartbreaking. Flames engulfed the store, and we rushed to spray water to it, trying to search for survivors," said Capt Santi Mongkolkaew, a civil affairs officer who was among the first arriving to help extinguish the fire.

"I didn't even think about whether more attacks would follow as the loss was already overwhelming," he told reporters on Saturday.


	Related: Insurers won't help owner of bombed PTT station



[image: People on Friday hold pictures of students who perished in the store on July 24.  (Photo: Pornprom Satrabhaya)]
People hold pictures of students who perished in the store on July 24. (Photo: Pornprom Satrabhaya)
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                  Painter killed when basket collapses at building site                

                Second painter seriously hurt after structure falls 26m at Phatthalung college
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                                A construction site tragedy occurred on Saturday morning when a crane basket carrying two painters detached and plummeted from a height of 26 metres, killing one worker and seriously injuring another at a college in Phatthalung province.
The incident happened at around 9am at a building under construction at a college in Moo 1 of Khuan Maprao sub-district, Muang district. Pol Lt Col Jamlong Kongsawat of the Muang Phatthalung police station said the basket, which was being used to hoist workers for painting tasks, broke free from its crane, causing the two men to fall.

Rescue workers and medical staff from Piyaruk Hospital rushed to the scene, where they found the body of Thawatchai Rattanapong, 36, with a broken right leg, his body still entangled in the steel railings of the fallen basket.

Nearby, Chutidet Thongnak, 43, was found with severe injuries, including two broken legs and a mangled left arm. He was quickly transported to Phatthalung Hospital for emergency treatment.

Praphan Detchsuk, 50, a tiler who was working nearby and witnessed the accident, told police that the crane operator had welded a steel frame to lift the metal basket up to the fifth floor. However, the combined weight of the two workers and the basket exceeded the load-bearing capacity of the frame, causing the attachment point to break.

Police are investigating the exact cause of the accident and have said they will summon those involved for questioning to determine if any legal action is necessary.
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                                KYODO -- Japan's weather agency said there is no tsunami threat to the country following a huge volcanic eruption on the Indonesian island of Flores on Saturday.
Mount Lewotobi Laki-laki, located in East Flores district of East Nusa Tenggara province, erupted at around 2.10am Japan time, and the plume briefly rose to a height of about 19,000 metres, the agency said.

Shortly after the eruption, it began assessing the possibility of a tsunami reaching Japan.

Large volcanic eruptions can sometimes trigger tsunamis due to atmospheric pressure waves, but no significant changes in sea level were recorded at tide gauges in Japan or abroad, according to the Japan Meteorological Agency.

Mt Lewotobi has been highly active, prompting the weather agency to repeatedly investigate possible tsunami impacts since last year. In each case, no effects on Japan were observed.

[image: Mount Lewotobi Laki-laki spews lava in East Nusa Tenggara province, Indonesia, on Friday. (Photo: Reuters)]
Mount Lewotobi Laki-laki spews lava in East Nusa Tenggara province, Indonesia, on Friday. (Photo: Reuters)



On Wednesday, the agency issued a tsunami warning for the nation's Pacific coast after a massive earthquake struck off Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula.

The volcano in Indonesia had experienced a number of eruptions in recent months, including an eruption in early July where it belched an 18-kilometre volcanic ash, causing flight disruptions to and from the nearby resort island of Bali.
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                                Supporters of the United Front to Defend Thai Sovereignty rallied at Victory Monument on Saturday to call for suspended Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra to resign immediately.
The rally, which drew about 1,000 participants, was sparked by escalating tensions along the Thai-Cambodian border and the leak of a phone conversation between Ms Paetongtarn and former Cambodian prime minister Hun Sen in June.

The leaked recording included derogatory remarks about a Thai army commander, labelling him as an adversary, along with a submissive tone towards the Cambodian strongman, in which Ms Paetongtarn appeared willing to comply with Hun Sen's demands.

The Constitutional Court is expected to rule in the next few weeks on a petition calling for Ms Paetongtarn to be dismissed from office on ethical grounds.

Protesters waved Thai flags and delivered speeches in both Thai and Khmer to express solidarity with Thai soldiers on the front line and condemn the Cambodian military's actions.

The group issued three demands: First, Ms Paetongtarn must resign without waiting for a Constitutional Court ruling.

Second, coalition parties must withdraw from the government led by the Pheu Thai Party. And third, all parties must take a firm stance to defend national sovereignty.

Pichit Chaimongkol, one of the group's leaders, accused Ms Paetongtarn of undermining national security, citing her conversation with Hun Sen.

Mr Pichit claimed the leaked clip emboldened Cambodia and contributed to the outbreak of armed conflict, resulting in both civilian and military casualties.

He also criticised the ceasefire negotiations led by acting Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai in Malaysia, arguing they lacked conditions to hold Cambodia accountable for landmine violations.

The rally included donation stations under the banner "Capital Cares for the Border", collecting supplies for soldiers and displaced civilians.

Many of the participants at Saturday's rally had attended a larger gathering on June 28, which brought together various groups seeking the ouster of Ms Paetongtarn. They had intended to gather again last weekend but postponed the event for a week because of the hostilities at the border.

Mr Pichit said his group plans to monitor the upcoming General Border Committee (GBC) meeting that begins on Monday in Kuala Lumpur. It opposes foreign mediation and urges Thailand to lead bilateral talks, he said.

The Khmer Times reported on Saturday that after initially refusing to allow international observers, Thailand had agreed to allow representatives from Asean, China and the United States to attend the final day of the GBC talks on Aug 7.

The agreement was conveyed in a letter sent by Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit, the deputy minister of defence, it said.
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                                A major private hospital in Thailand has been fined 1.2 million baht after paper patient records were found being used as snack bags, according to the country's data protection watchdog.
The incident was among five major cases reported on Friday by the government's Personal Data Protection Committee (PDPC), along with penalties imposed against entities for violating data laws.

The hospital, which was not named, came under scrutiny after paper files from its patient registry were found being used as pouches for crispy crepes, known locally as khanom Tokyo.

The committee's investigation revealed that over 1,000 protected files had been misplaced after being sent for destruction.

The hospital said it had entrusted document disposal to a small business but failed to follow up. The business owner admitted fault, explaining the documents were leaked after being stored at their home.

The PDPC fined the hospital 1.21 million baht. The disposal business owner was fined 16,940 baht.

In another case, the committee revealed that a state agency leaked the personal information of over 200,000 citizens after a cyber-attack on its web application. The data was later posted for sale on the dark web.

An investigation found inadequate security measures, such as weak passwords and no risk assessment, as well as the absence of a data processing agreement with the web app developer.

A combined fine of 153,120 baht was imposed on both the agency and its private contractor.

The other three cases involved leaks from online retailers and distributors, with fines ranging from 500,000 to 7 million baht.

Since 2024, the PDPC has concluded six cases of personal data violations, totalling 21.5 million baht in fines.
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                                The guns have fallen silent in the Thai-Cambodian conflict, giving way to the sounds of mourning for civilians who lost their lives in Kantharalak district of Si Sa Ket province.
People gathered on Saturday morning to place flowers and messages at the ruins of a 7-Eleven store at a PTT service station, which was destroyed by BM-21 rockets fired from Cambodia on July 24. Eight innocent lives were taken, including an eight-year-old child.

The attack was the most severe in the border provinces affected by the five-day conflict, which resulted in 14 civilian deaths and 38 injuries in all on the Thai side.

[image: A letter and flowers placed by the public in mourning to the tragic losses. (Photo: Government House)  ]
A letter and flowers placed by the public in mourning for those who lost their lives in the rocket attack. (Photo: Government House)



The memorial ceremony in Ban Phue was led by Pakkanan Sila-at, deputy secretary-general for administration of the government.

A large crowd of local residents and leaders joined local authorities, former military officers and Thai and international media to lay flowers in tribute and help send off the souls of those who died.

The event was also intended to underline Thailand's condemnation of Cambodia for attacking border communities, said the government.

On Friday, the Royal Thai Army led a delegation of foreign military attaches, diplomats and media members to observe the scene where the "inhumane" attacks against civilians took place.

Local people were also present to talk about what happened on the day when their loved ones were killed and injured.

"The scene (on July 24) was heartbreaking. Flames engulfed the store, and we rushed to spray water to it, trying to search for survivors," said Capt Santi Mongkolkaew, a civil affairs officer who was among the first arriving to help extinguish the fire.

"I didn't even think about whether more attacks would follow as the loss was already overwhelming," he told reporters on Saturday.


	Related: Insurers won't help owner of bombed PTT station



[image: People on Friday hold pictures of students who perished in the store on July 24.  (Photo: Pornprom Satrabhaya)]
People hold pictures of students who perished in the store on July 24. (Photo: Pornprom Satrabhaya)
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                                RECAP: A global stock sell-off extended to a sixth day as US President Donald Trump boosted tariffs across the world, while two days of solid earnings from megacap tech firms failed to lift sentiment.
The SET index moved in a range of 1,213.87 and 1,255.39 points this week, before closing on Friday 1,218.33, up 0.1% from the previous week, with daily turnover averaging 53.99 billion baht.

Foreign investors were net buyers of 3.67 billion baht, followed by institutional investors at 1.83 billion. Retail investors were net sellers of 5.11 billion baht, followed by brokerage firms at 392.20 million.

[image: ]

NEWSMAKERS: In one of a number of tariff announcements on Thursday, the United States set a 19% levy on imports from Thailand and Cambodia, lower than the 36% they originally faced, after President Trump earlier threatened to block trade deals unless they ended their deadly border clashes. Malaysia also faces a 19% rate.

A calculation by Bloomberg Economics shows the average US tariff rate will rise to 15.2% if all the rates announced this week are implemented. That compares with 2.3% in 2024 before Trump took office.

Trump announced a 15% tariff on imports from South Korea, as part of a deal in which Seoul will invest $350 billion in the US. However, steel and aluminium, two big earners for South Korea, will be taxed at 50%.

Trump took Canada by surprise by announcing a 35% tariff rate, up from 25%, prompting Ottawa to consider retaliation. Another big loser is Switzerland, which faces a 39% tariff.

Trump approved a 90-day extension for trade talks with Mexico, maintaining tariff rates at 25% for general goods and automobiles and 50% for steel, iron, copper and aluminium.

The US and China agreed to push for an extension to their pause on US tariffs of 24% and Chinese countermeasures for 90 days, following trade talks in Sweden this week.

Trump made good on his threat to slap a 50% tariff on most Brazilian goods to fight what he called a "witch hunt" against former president Jair Bolsonaro. However, sectors such as aircraft, energy and orange juice are exempt from heavier levies.

The US will impose a 25% tariff on goods from India, plus an additional tax because of India's purchases of Russian oil. At least four oil tankers laden with Russian crude were seen waiting off India's west coast on Thursday, as authorities asked refiners to draw up plans to source oil from elsewhere.

The US and the EU clinched a trade agreement that calls for a tariff rate of 15% on EU imports. As part of the deal, the 27-nation EU bloc has agreed to purchase $750 billion worth of energy from the US over 3-5 years, as well as make $600 billion in additional investments.

The US Federal Reserve kept interest rates unchanged on Wednesday, defying political pressure from Trump. Fed chairman Jerome Powell said the resilient US labour market is now the main determinant of monetary policy, a signal that strong employment figures could reduce the likelihood of any rate cuts this year.

US GDP grew at an annualised 3% in the second quarter, according to a preliminary government reading, which analysts said was distorted by a big jump in imports to beat tariffs. First-half growth was 1.25%, a percentage point lower than in the same period last year.

The Bank of Japan kept interest rates steady on Thursday and raised its inflation forecast for the current fiscal year, signalling cautious optimism that a trade deal with the US would help the economy avert a steep downturn.

Canada's central bank held its key lending rate at 2.75%, as the major US trading partner confronts economic uncertainty and is uniquely vulnerable to Trump's trade war.

The International Monetary Fund on Tuesday lifted its global growth forecast to 3% this year, up from 2.8% predicted in April. Growth in 2026 is expected to reach 3.1%

Ford Motor Co warned profit this year would drop sharply because of tariffs, underscoring the dramatic policy shifts in Washington that are upending the global auto industry.

Nintendo on Friday reported a 132% year-on-year surge in quarterly revenue thanks to the Switch 2, which became the world's fastest-selling game console after its launch in June.

Gaming revenue in Macau rose 19% in July to US$2.7 billion, exceeding forecasts for the fourth consecutive month as big bettors' increasing appetite provides new momentum for recovery in the world's biggest gambling hub.

China's home sales extended their slump in July with the value of new home sales by the 100 largest property companies dropping 24% from a year earlier to 211.2 billion yuan ($29.3 billion).

Microsoft's market capitalisation topped $4 trillion on Thursday, joining Nvidia as the only two publicly traded companies to hit the milestone.

The European aerospace group Airbus posted an 85% rise in first-half profit to 1.5 billion euros, even though it delivered 306 planes, down from 323 in the first half of 2024.

Google will invest $6 billion to develop a 1-gigawatt data centre and related power infrastructure in the southern Indian state of Andhra Pradesh, government sources said. The facility will be the largest in capacity and investment size in Asia.

The Thai government has set an initial budget of 25 billion baht to help those affected by the five-day border conflict with Cambodia. The initial costs of evacuation and damaged property have been estimated at 10 billion baht and the eventual economic impact is expected to be even bigger, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said.

Krungthai Compass estimates the impact of the Thailand-Cambodia conflict based on three main channels: border trade, tourism and investment. The total estimated economic loss amounts to at least 17 billion baht per month.

The Fiscal Policy Office (FPO) has increased its Thai GDP growth forecast for this year to 2.2%, up from its April estimate of 2.1%. The IMF has raised its 2025 forecast for Thailand to 2% from 1.8%, but it expects growth to slip back to 1.7% next year.

The Bank of Thailand expects the Thai economy to start slowing in the third quarter, following flat growth in the second quarter, as both exports and tourism are expected to decline in the second half, largely due to the impact of US tariffs and a decrease in foreign arrivals.

The National EV Policy Committee has adjusted electric vehicle incentives to give carmakers more flexibility to meet local production requirements and boost exports, amid tepid domestic demand and intense competition. The Board of Investment said locally produced EVs that were exported would now count towards the target, a shift from the previous policy of counting only locally registered vehicles.

The National Artificial Intelligence Committee has approved a budget framework calling for a government investment of at least 25 billion baht to drive AI development in Thailand over the 2026 and 2027 fiscal years.

The Energy Regulatory Commission said the electricity tariff for the September-December period would be 3.94 baht per unit, down marginally from 3.98 baht now. Fuel costs have decreased but authorities need to continue directing revenue to PTT and Egat to compensate them for subsidising costs.

The manufacturing production index in June was 97.35, up 0.58% year-on-year, supported by a recovery in automotive, electronics and palm oil sectors, continued export recovery and government stimulus measures. But the manufacturing capacity utilisation rate remains low at 59.6%.

The number of foreign tourists in the week from July 21-27 increased 1% from a week earlier to 618,285, led by South Korea, China, Malaysia and Taiwan. Arrivals for the year to date are 18.98 million, down 6.2% from the same period last year.

The Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand said air passenger numbers are showing a continued recovery, though still 13.1% below pre-Covid 19 levels. In the first six months of 2025, passengers numbered 72.68 million -- 33.37 million domestic and 39.71 million international -- on 467,000 flights.

[image: ]

COMING UP: On Monday, Japan releases monetary policy meeting minutes and China announces services PMI. On Tuesday, the US reports services and non-manufacturing PMI. On Wednesday, the US releases oil inventories and China reports trade figures. Thursday brings a Bank of England rate decision and US initial jobless claims. On Friday, Russia releases quarterly GDP and China announces monthly consumer and producer prices.

[image: ]

STOCKS TO WATCH: Trinity Securities says the Thai tourism sector passed its lowest point in the second quarter, and is supported by a continued recovery in international arrivals, while more government stimulus could further boost the sector. Its top picks in the sector are AWC, BA, CENTEL and ERW.

The healthcare sector is entering its high season, with signs of recovery in international patient numbers. The brokerage also anticipates progress on pending social security reimbursements and overdue Covid-related expenses. Recommended hospital stocks include BDMS, BH, BCH and CHG.

InnovestX Securities now expects the Fed may keep US interest rates higher for longer, with only one rate cut this year as inflation remains stubbornly high. Its stock picks are GLOBAL, TIDLOR and BCP.

Asia Plus Securities recommends stocks that benefit from a weaker Thai baht in three key sectors, led by exporters (HANA, DELTA, KCE, TU, ITC, AAI, CPF, STA, NER, STGT, SAT and SCC), tourism (AOT, AAV, BA, MINT, CENTEL and ERW) and hospitals (BH, BDMS, PR9 and BCH).

TECHNICAL VIEW: Trinity Securities sees support at 1,180 points and resistance at 1,270. InnovestX Securities sees support at 1,200 and resistance at 1,270.
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                                Thailand has turned down Cambodia's request to include international observers at the upcoming General Border Committee (GBC) meeting, insisting it remains a bilateral affair.
The talks, originally set to take place in Phnom Penh, will now be held in Malaysia from Aug 4-7.

Deputy Defence Minister Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit, who also serves as director of the Thai-Cambodian Border Situation Special Operations Centre, confirmed the relocation on Friday, citing rising anti-Thai sentiment in Cambodia as the reason.

"Recent public remarks by Cambodian officials could incite hostility. A neutral venue like Malaysia is more appropriate," he said.

Gen Nattaphon said the move was not due to mistrust but about ensuring the safety of the Thai delegation and preventing unrest.

"Security concerns for our delegates were a major factor in this decision," he said.

Cambodia accepted the change following diplomatic consultations via the Thai military attache in Phnom Penh.

Gen Nattaphon noted that the extended three-day schedule, up from a single day, reflects the expanded agenda. Further extensions, or postponements, may be made if progress stalls in order to protect national interests, he added.

Although declining to reveal the exact goals of the negotiations, Gen Nattaphon said the talks aim to avoid escalating civilian tensions.

He also refused to confirm whether the disputed Ta Kwai temple area would be discussed, citing the need for discretion.

Gen Nattaphon said it was unnecessary to have neutral observers attend. "This is a bilateral meeting, unlike the previous ceasefire negotiations, which involved external mediation."

However, Cambodian Defence Ministry spokesperson Lt Gen Maly Socheata said Defence Minister Gen Tea Seiha had proposed that Malaysia, the United States, and China attend the GBC meeting as observers, citing their involvement in the July 28 ceasefire mediation.

"We sincerely hope this meeting will be constructive and fruitful," Lt Gen Maly added.
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                                Negotiations with the US that concluded with a 19% tariff on Thai exports were broadly focused on trade concessions. What did Thailand offer to secure the 19% rate?
The US reciprocal tariff rate on Thai exports dropped from a threat of 36%, effective starting on Thursday, in exchange for several significant Thai concessions.

Thailand proposed eliminating import duties for more than 10,000 items imported from the US (out of roughly 11,000 items in total), mostly consisting of goods that are not produced domestically or are insufficiently produced, such as medical instruments, advanced auto parts, and specialised food products.

Thailand also reduced non-tariff barriers, streamlining customs procedures and implementing a "post-clearance audit" system, while simplifying regulations to facilitate US imports.

In addition, the country committed to purchase liquefied natural gas from the US, as well as crude oil, ethane, aircraft, and agricultural products that Thailand does not produce or produces insufficiently, such as animal feed corn.

The goal is to reduce the trade surplus of more than $35 billion by half within five years.

A major focus of the talks was stricter rules of origin, with Thailand adopting more rigorous rules of origin for export products to prevent the country being used to circumvent US tariffs, especially for transshipment of Chinese goods. The US plans to implement its new rules of origin worldwide.

The specific details remain unclear, but the US wants to prevent circumvention of import tariffs by third countries.

Thailand is also increasing quotas for the import of US corn, while lowering import duties for soybeans.

However, Thailand retained tariffs on sensitive products, or those that would impact domestic farmers.

In terms of regional security cooperation, Thailand committed to increased efforts, especially regarding de-escalating border tensions with Cambodia.

There were no discussions on granting gas concession rights or military base access to the US.

The Trump administration said it had concerns over market access, trade imbalances and investment, while Thailand wanted continued protection for its most vital domestic industries.
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                                Deputy Minister of Defence Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit has denied reports claiming Sweden would suspend a fighter jet deal with Thailand out of concern they could be used against Cambodia.
The media reports claimed Sweden's foreign minister will halt a planned Gripen fighter jet deal following the deployment of similar aircraft by the Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) during recent air strikes on Cambodia.

Gen Natthaphon said that he had not received any official report on the matter and believed that there were no such issues at stake, as relations between Thailand and Sweden remain stable. The controversy arose after the RTAF refuted a report by Cambodia's Phnom Penh Post newspaper, which claimed earlier that Sweden is freezing its planned sale of additional fighter jets in the wake of the Thai air force bombing the neighbouring nation.

"For nearly 40 years, Sweden's Gripen aircraft have never killed anyone. Thailand was the first nation to use them in combat, according to the Breaking Defence website, in a story published on July 29," read the Phnom Penh Post's Facebook post on Thursday.

On Tuesday, media outlet Breaking Defence reported that Thailand had used JAS 39 Gripen C/D fighter jets, purchased from Sweden, in air strikes during the recent border clashes.

The report also noted that Thailand has announced a plan to purchase 12 new Gripen E/F jets to complement its current fleet of 11 Gripen C/D aircraft.

The report quoted Sweden's Foreign Affairs Minister Maria Malmer Stenergard, who did not confirm approval of the new sale, stating only that Sweden is "is closely monitoring developments in the border conflict".

"The Saab JAS 39 Gripen has now seen its first combat use since the first generation's test flight 37 years ago in 1988. Previously, it was used only for reconnaissance and similar missions, such as Sweden's Nato operation in Libya in 2011 and Nato air policing missions," according to the Breaking Defence report.
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                Thai travel agents optimistic following roadshow
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                                Chinese tourist arrivals should rebound to 9 million in 2026, driven by large groups, positive momentum from chartered flights and global business events that reinforce Thailand's image as a safe destination, according to the Association of Thai Travel Agents (Atta).
Atta president Thanapol Cheewarattanaporn said Chinese arrivals could climb to 9 million next year, approaching the 2019 peak of 10.9 million, mainly driven by three factors.

He said chartered flights should start to increase this year thanks to the subsidy programme offering 350,000 baht per flight, as Atta already secured deals with travel agents in Chongqing, Lanzhou and Hangzhou during its roadshow this week.

This programme alone should attract 150,000 Chinese tourists, said Mr Thanapol, along with 75,000 travellers from subsidies for the meetings, incentives, conferences and exhibitions segment, which are typically high spenders.

Large incentive groups choosing Bangkok as their destination should also help revive confidence, notably the Amway 2026 incentive meeting in March and April 2026, with 13,000 delegates joining, he said.

"These large-scale groups from China will play a key role in restoring travel confidence among Chinese tourists and will help attract more independent travellers back to Thailand," said Mr Thanapol, adding this estimate assumes no further negative incidents.

On Oct 12-18, 2026, Thailand is scheduled to host the World Bank Governors' Meeting, an international event that could help elevate confidence in Thailand's safety, infrastructure and capacity as a leading tourism and business destination, he said.

[image: Thanapol: Subsidies build momentum]
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Adith Chairattananon, honorary secretary-general of Atta, said the momentum from the chartered flights subsidy should continue, increasing traffic to Thailand by five times and generating a total of 1 million tourists of the 9-million goal next year.

Zheng Wei, owner of Gansu Junhe Cultural Tourism, a major tour operator in Lanzhou, said there's strong interest in the chartered and incentive subsidies.

"We expect the real impact of these measures to show starting from November and December. If no major negative incidents occur, Chinese tourism to Thailand could recover to 70-80% of pre-pandemic levels by late next year," he said.

Mr Zheng said the emergence of Vietnam serves as a temporary substitute based on lower costs, but it still lacks the quality and appeal of Thailand.

"Safety concerns are easing. If Thailand handles this well, Chinese tourists will definitely return. Vietnam is not a true competitor due to its substandard services. Most Chinese tourists don't repeat their visits," he said.

The TAT & Atta Roadshow to China this week is aimed at blunting the sharp plunge of the Chinese market by 34.1% in the first half.

However, the TAT has yet to set 9 million as a target and remains cautious in assessing the situation.
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                Calls for more local content in imported EVs lead to an excise rejig, while US tariffs are unlikely to move the needle
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                                Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra said during a recent conference that the government should impose a high excise tax on imported electric vehicles (EVs) that use a low proportion of local content.
Thailand's free trade agreements (FTAs) with some countries have resulted in a 0% import tariff on EVs, which hampers the domestic auto industry.

Thaksin said imported EVs should be required to use a minimum level of local content, such as car seats, to protect the domestic industry.

Thailand signed an FTA with China primarily using the Asean-China FTA framework around 20 years ago, setting zero tariffs on imports, including EVs.

Following the speech, the Excise Department is preparing to adjust the excise tax structure for vehicles, linking it to the use of local content.

Imported EVs with a high proportion of domestically manufactured components will, in principle, be eligible for a lower excise tax rate than those with a smaller proportion of local content.

Fully imported vehicles or completely built-up units would be subject to higher excise taxes.

According to Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul, the goal is to support the domestic auto parts industry by encouraging the automotive sector to increase the use of domestically manufactured parts via tax incentives.

However, pundits say it is likely such attempts partially stem from ongoing US tariff threats.

Will lower import tariffs give American cars a competitive edge?

Thailand's automotive industry is unlikely to be affected by the reduction of import tariffs as American vehicles do not have any advantages over cars produced in Southeast Asia, especially in Thailand, in terms of parts prices, quality, or the speed of model updates, said Sompop Manarungsan, an analyst on the Chinese and American economies.

Chinese and Japanese automakers tend to update models faster, responding to consumer demand more effectively than US automakers, he said.

Mr Sompop said American cars have always struggled to penetrate foreign markets, even when import tariffs were low. For example, in Japan American cars have a limited market share due to these reasons. The global automotive industry is also transitioning towards EVs.

In the US, Tesla is the only major EV manufacturer as the first administration of US President Donald Trump ended policies promoting EVs, hindering the development of the country's EV industry.

Meanwhile, Southeast Asia's auto industry, particularly Thailand, is increasingly shifting to EVs. As well as being more affordable, there is a wider range of attractive models and they are more energy-efficient than cars powered by internal combustion engines (ICE), said Mr Sompop.

From 2022 to 2024, the popularity of battery EVs (BEVs), plug-in hybrid EVs (PHEVs) and hybrid EVs (HEVs) in Thailand surged.

EV registrations rose from 84,500 units in 2022 to 206,000 units in 2024. During that period, 644 projects applied to the Board of Investment (BoI) for investment promotion for EV production and parts, with a combined investment value exceeding 280 billion baht.

In the first half of 2025, 57,289 new BEV passenger cars were registered in Thailand, a 52% increase year-on-year, accounting for more than 15% of all new car registrations, the highest proportion in the region.

Thailand has more than 203,000 registered BEV passenger cars, 71,900 electric motorcycles, 3,800 electric buses and trucks, and 1,000 electric three-wheelers.

What is the state of the EV market in Thailand?

Many Chinese EV brands built manufacturing plants in Thailand, including battery factories. However, intense price competition forced some EV brands out of the market, requiring them to return government incentives, such as EV purchase subsidies of up to 150,000 baht per car and excise tax reductions, in addition to tax penalties.

Due to this fierce competition, the National EV Policy Committee, also known as the EV Board, was compelled to adjust the production-to-import compensation measures to prevent an EV glut in the domestic market.

The board last week eased production requirements for EV manufacturers participating in EV incentive schemes if they produce BEVs for export, in an effort to promote Thailand as an EV export base.

The two schemes -- EV3.0 and EV3.5 -- require manufacturers to produce EVs locally to compensate for imported vehicles since the start of the schemes in 2022 prior to commencing local production.

These production requirements have become an uphill task for companies as the domestic market stagnates.

Under EV3.0, companies that started producing BEVs in 2024 are committed to a 1:1 ratio target, meaning they must produce one BEV domestically for every EV they import.

If commencing production in 2025, the ratio is set at 1.5 locally produced BEV for each imported BEV. The ratios are set at 1:2 and 1:3 for manufacturers under the EV3.5 programme, which is aimed at propelling EV industry growth between 2024 and 2027.

This approach, proposed by the Federation of Thai Industries, is expected to increase the number of EV exports to roughly 12,500 units this year and 52,000 units in 2026.

What is the goal of the tax promotion measures for EVs?

Thailand clearly wants to shift from being a leading producer of ICE-powered vehicles -- ranked 10th globally in 2023 -- to production of EVs.

To support this transition, the Excise Department designed tax measures to attract automakers to establish EV production bases in here, especially for EV components, such as inverters, which convert direct current (DC) into alternating current (AC); batteries; battery management systems, which monitor and control the battery system to ensure safety, performance and lifespan; and drive control units, which manage the propulsion of electric motors by processing inputs from the accelerator, steering, and braking systems and sending commands to the inverter.

A source from the Excise Department who requested anonymity said after the EV promotion measures expire in 2025, the department plans to implement tax measures to make Thailand a production base for EVs, particularly for the manufacturing of key components.

To qualify for a 2% excise tax rate, manufacturers must use domestically produced parts as specified. If they do not use the required locally produced components, the excise tax rate will be 10%, said the source.

The requirement to use locally made components will be implemented in stages, noted the source. Starting in 2026, automakers wishing to benefit from the lower tax rate must use batteries manufactured within the country, whether at the cell, module or pack level.

All EV manufacturers with facilities in Thailand are capable of producing batteries at the pack level.

By 2030, automakers must use inverters manufactured domestically to qualify for the lower excise tax rate. However, if a car manufacturer invests in a battery cell production facility, it is not required to invest in an inverter production plant.

By 2035, manufacturers are required to invest in the production of battery management systems and drive control units.

As for fully imported vehicles from China that avoid import tariffs under the Asean-China FTA, the Excise Department plans to coordinate with the BoI for the latter to issue support measures for EVs that use local content, according to the source, meaning imported EVs meeting the specified proportion of local content will be eligible for a lower excise tax rate.

Investment promotion for EV production, key components, charging stations, and battery swapping stations tallied a cumulative value of 138 billion baht, including: 21 BEV manufacturing projects with a total investment of 41 billion baht and a combined production capacity of 386,000 units per year; 16 electric motorcycle manufacturing projects with a total investment of 990 million baht and a combined production capacity of 810,000 units per year; and three electric bus and truck manufacturing projects with a total investment of 2.20 billion baht and a combined production capacity of 4,800 units per year.

For battery manufacturing plants, there were 53 projects with a total investment of 80.1 billion baht. Production of other key components such as traction motors, battery management systems, drive control units, and on-board chargers tallied 42 projects with a total investment of 6.52 billion baht.

EV charging stations garnered 29 projects with a total investment of 5.56 billion baht to install 20,080 charging points, including 7,360 quick-charge points. There were five battery swapping station projects with a total investment of 1.28 billion baht, comprising 555 stations for motorcycles, seven stations for large commercial vehicles, and six stations for passenger cars.

As of March 2025, there were 3,720 public EV charging stations with 11,622 charging points nationwide. These consist of 6,524 DC (fast) chargers and 5,098 AC chargers, with coverage across all regions of the country.

Government support for the transition from ICE vehicles to EVs included an excise tax reduction for hybrid vehicles that emit no more than 100 grammes per kilogramme of CO2 to 6% for seven years.

Tax incentives were also revised for PHEVs, which can be developed into EVs in the future. The previous qualification for the 5% excise tax rate had two conditions: an electric range of at least 80 kilometres per full charge and a fuel tank capacity not exceeding 45 litres.

The fuel tank capacity condition was eliminated to better align with vehicle design considerations.
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                Private sector sees US deal as an opportunity to shift trade strategies
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                                Despite great relief following the announcement of a 19% US tariff rate on Thai exports on Friday, the business sector remains fraught with concerns, particularly over the plight of Thai small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and the agricultural sector.
WAKE-UP CALL

Piti Tantakasem, chief executive of TMBThanachart Bank, posted on Friday on his Facebook page that the tariff agreements the US is pursuing globally are reshaping the trade landscape from one based on free trade to a model of conditional trade, with a clear effort to exclude China from international supply chains.

In this new scenario, the traditional rules of global trade will no longer apply, he said.

Regarding Thailand's agricultural sector, which has long been a tool used in domestic politics, Mr Piti said it faces serious challenges from global powers with fully integrated, high-tech agricultural systems, capable of penetrating even the most entrenched political protections.

"If Thailand sees the '19% deal' as a victory and is content with it, this could be 'The Beginning of the End'. But if we take it as a wake-up call to rethink and reform, then this marks 'The New Beginning'," he wrote.

Mr Piti emphasised the need for Thailand to re-strategise by shifting the focus of the Board of Investment (BoI). Rather than simply measuring foreign direct investment, the BoI should prioritise building and enhancing national capabilities.

He argued that Thailand's manufacturing sector must evolve, from being the "factory of the world" to developing innovative products that are uniquely Thai.

Mr Piti urged Thailand to strengthen its domestic supply chains and promote authentic Thai goods to gain a competitive edge in government procurement, meet private sector demand and drive domestic consumption.

He also called for clearer distinctions between legitimate businesses and grey-market enterprises, encouraging support for Thai companies that uphold good governance and social responsibility.

"This is an opportunity to change, rethink and reform Thailand. This is a new beginning to make Thailand relevant again," said Mr Piti.

SUPPORT MEASURES

Poj Aramwattananont, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce and the Thai Board of Trade, expressed optimism about Thailand's competitiveness in the region, bolstered by tariff rates now aligned with other Southeast Asian nations.

However, he emphasised the urgent need for government measures to support Thai entrepreneurs in adapting to the new US tariff regime.

These measures should focus on advancing technology, financing, marketing and trade innovation to help businesses penetrate new markets, said Mr Poj.

He also urged Thailand to heed the 40% transshipment rate, warning of penalties if Thai exports are found to violate it.

Certain Thai products may face increased scrutiny and Mr Poj called for clearer definitions of regional value content across various product categories.

In parallel, he called for the government to formulate strategies to manage rising imports from the US, especially in sectors that may be vulnerable to increased competition.

"The chamber believes further negotiations can secure more favourable terms," said Mr Poj. "We hope Team Thailand continues to advocate strongly for the interests of Thai businesses."

He also advised exporters to promptly adjust their shipping schedules and cost structures to mitigate the impact of the new tariffs.

The private sector stands ready to collaborate with the government, especially in supporting industries likely to be affected by import shifts under evolving regional value chains, said Mr Poj.

TOUGH TASKS AHEAD

Thai entrepreneurs need to enhance their competitiveness to brace for intensifying competition despite the agreement on a lower tariff rate on Thai exports similar to regional peers, said the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).

While the months-long negotiation with US authorities ended, Thai manufacturers that export to the US need to adapt to the new tariff rules set by the Trump administration.

"It is good news amid challenges," said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

The 19% tariff is acceptable because none of the Southeast Asian exporting nations gains an advantage for shipments to the US, he said.

However, entrepreneurs with profit margins of less than 10% need to do more homework, said Mr Kriengkrai.

"These manufacturers need to reduce costs, increase productivity and talk with their trading partners to avoid passing the financial burden on to consumers," he said.

Other companies with high margins should not be significantly affected by the tariffs, said Mr Kriengkrai.

Though changes in US policy are expected to disrupt trade, Thai entrepreneurs should take this as an opportunity to lift their competitiveness, he said.

One concern is the influx of products redirected to Asian markets due to US tariffs, hampering manufacturers in the region, said an executive in the electrical appliance sector who requested anonymity.

Thai manufacturers are advised to adopt more technologies to enhance production processes and reduce costs, said Mr Kriengkrai.

"We also need to seek alternative markets other than the US by forging new partnerships," he said.

The FTI asked the government to help businesses access financial sources at a time when they face costlier exports.

Thai farmers also need help if the government is allowing more imports of US crops in exchange for the 19% tariff rate, said Tanit Sorat, vice-chairman of the Employers' Confederation of Thai Trade and Industry.

BURDEN FOR SMES

Supree Thongpetch, chairman of the Thai Small and Medium Enterprise Council, which represents 80 member associations, said more than 2 million Thai SMEs that export to the US will face challenges based on the new tariff.

He said many of these small businesses rely on online platforms such as eBay and Amazon to sell their products, often avoiding import duties since they typically export in smaller quantities.

Their products range from maternity and baby clothing to aroma and spa items.

The US currently applies low tariffs or exemptions for certain goods with existing purchase orders.

However, the increase to a 19% tariff could put these businesses at a disadvantage as they may struggle with rising costs and lose their competitiveness, said Mr Supree.
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                  Trump sacks data chief over poor job numbers                

                President says report was 'rigged' to make him look bad
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                                WASHINGTON - US President Donald Trump has fired a top Labor Department official after the release of unexpectedly weak employment figures, accusing her without evidence of manipulating the figures to make his administration look bad.
A White House official defended the move, saying there had been concerns for some time about the quality of economic data published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). 

In a second surprise economic policy development, the door for Trump to make an imprint on a Federal Reserve -- with which he clashes almost daily for not lowering interest rates -- opened earlier than anticipated when Fed Governor Adriana Kugler unexpectedly announced her resignation on Friday.

The two developments further rattled a stock market already reeling from Trump's latest barrage of tariff announcements and the weak jobs data. The benchmark S&P 500 Index sank 1.6% in its largest daily drop in more than two months.

Trump accused Erika McEntarfer, appointed by former president Joe Biden, of faking the jobs numbers. There is no evidence to back Trump's claims of data manipulation by the BLS, which compiles the closely watched employment report as well as consumer and producer price data.

A representative for the BLS did not respond to a request for comment.

Friday began with BLS reporting the US economy created only 73,000 jobs in July, but more stunning were net downward revisions showing 258,000 fewer jobs had been created in May and June than previously reported.

"We need accurate Jobs Numbers. I have directed my Team to fire this Biden Political Appointee, IMMEDIATELY. She will be replaced with someone much more competent and qualified," Trump said in a post on his Truth Social network.

"Important numbers like this must be fair and accurate, they can't be manipulated for political purposes," he said. He later added that the figures "were RIGGED in order to make the Republicans, and ME, look bad".

US data agencies enjoy a global reputation for "gold standard" statistics -- one Trump may now be putting in danger -- and economists of all stripes dismissed the idea of politically motivated manipulation.

But a Trump administration official who requested anonymity said the White House has been dissatisfied with how large the revisions have been in the recent BLS data, and with lower survey responses. The problem started during the Covid pandemic and has not been addressed in the years since.

"There are these underlying problems that have been festering here for years now that have not been rectified," the person said. "The markets and companies and the government need accurate data, and we just weren't getting that."

The BLS has already reduced the sample collection for consumer price data as well as the producer price report, citing resource constraints. The government surveys about 121,000 businesses and government agencies, representing approximately 631,000 individual worksites for the employment report.

The response rate has declined from 80.3% in October 2020 to about 67.1% in July, BLS data shows.

A Reuters poll last month found 89 of 100 top policy experts had at least some worries about the quality of US economic data, with most also concerned that authorities are not addressing the issue urgently enough.

In addition to the concerns over job market data, headcount reductions at BLS have resulted in it scaling back the scope of data collection for the Consumer Price Index, one of the most important gauges of US inflation, watched by investors and policymakers worldwide.

Trump's move fed into concerns that politics may influence data collection and publication.

"Politicising economic statistics is a self-defeating act," said Michael Madowitz, principal economist at the Roosevelt Institute.

"Credibility is far easier to lose than rebuild, and the credibility of America's economic data is the foundation on which we've built the strongest economy in the world. Blinding the public about the state of the economy has a long track record, and it never ends well."

Meanwhile, Kugler's surprise decision to leave the Fed at the end of next week presents Trump an earlier-than-expected opportunity to install a potential successor to Fed chair Jerome Powell on the central bank's board of governors.

Trump has threatened to fire Powell repeatedly because the Fed chief has overseen a policymaking body that has not cut interest rates as Trump has demanded. Powell's term expires next May, although he could remain on the Fed board until Jan 31, 2028, if he chooses.

Trump will now get to select a Fed governor to replace Kugler and finish out her term, which expires on Jan 31, 2026. A governor filling an unexpired term may then be reappointed to a full 14-year term.

Some speculation has centred on the idea Trump might pick a potential future chair to fill that slot as a holding place.

Leading candidates for the next Fed chair include Trump economic adviser Kevin Hassett, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, former Fed governor Kevin Warsh and Fed Governor Chris Waller, a Trump appointee who this week dissented with the central bank's decision to keep interest rates on hold, saying he preferred to start lowering them now.
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                  India under more pressure to shun Russian oil                

                Some vessels being diverted even as government says oil procurement policy has not changed
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                                NEW DELHI -- At least two vessels loaded with Russian oil bound for refiners in India have diverted to other destinations following new US sanctions, according to trade sources and data providers.
The development comes even as Indian officials are reportedly saying they would keep purchasing oil from Russia despite the threat of steep penalties by US President Donald Trump.

The New York Times quoted two senior Indian officials as saying there had been no change in policy, and that the government had "not given any direction to oil companies" to cut back imports from Russia.

Reuters could not immediately verify the report. The White House, India's Ministry of External Affairs and the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

On July 14, Trump threatened 100% tariffs on countries that buy Russian oil unless Moscow reaches a major peace deal with Ukraine. Russia is the top supplier to India, responsible for about 35% of India's overall supplies. 

On Friday, Trump told reporters that he had heard that India would no longer be buying oil from Russia.

Reuters had reported earlier that Indian state refiners had stopped buying Russian oil in the past week as discounts narrowed in July.

The US Treasury Department this week imposed sanctions on more than 115 Iran-linked individuals, entities and ships, some of which are involved in transporting Russian oil.

Three ships -- the Aframaxes Tagor and Guanyin and the Suezmax Tassos -- were scheduled to deliver Russian oil to Indian ports this month, trade sources said. All three vessels are under US sanctions.

Tagor was bound for Chennai on India's east coast, while Guanyin and Tassos were headed to ports in western India, according to trade sources and Russian ports data.

Tighter Western sanctions aimed at cutting Russia's oil revenue, seen as funding its war against Ukraine, have been increasingly hitting Russian oil supplies for India.

Tagor is now heading to Dalian in China, while Tassos is diverting to Port Said in Egypt, the data showed.

Guanyin remains on course to Sikka, a port used by the Indian conglomerate Reliance Industries and Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd (BCPL).

Indian Oil Corp, which was to receive the Tagor shipment, and BPCL did not respond to Reuters' emailed requests for comment.

Zulu Shipping, linked to Panama-flagged Tassos and Tagor, and Guanyin-owner Silver Tetra Marine could not be reached for comments. Both companies are under US sanctions.

A Reliance spokesperson said that "neither of these two vessels, Guanyin and Tassos, is coming to us".

Reliance has previously purchased oil in Guanyin.

Separately, two other vessels, Achilles and Elyte, loaded with Russian oil, were preparing to discharge Russian Urals crude for Reliance, according to data from LSEG (London Stock Exchange Group).

Both these vessels are sanctioned by Britain and the European Union. India has condemned the EU sanctions.
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                                NAY PYI TAW -- Myanmar's military government said it remains upbeat on reaching a deal with the US to see a decrease in US President Donald Trump's new tariffs of 40% on goods from the Southeast Asian country.
"The US continues to negotiate with us on this so it's still in a stage of negotiation," Zaw Min Tun, chief spokesman of the ruling State Security and Peace Commission, told Bloomberg News on Saturday.

Myanmar has offered to reduce its tariff on American goods entering the country to a range of 0%-15%, from the previous rate of 88%, and expects the ones imposed by the United States to drop to a range of 0%-7%, he said.

The nature and channel of ongoing discussions between the US and Myanmar is not immediately clear as Washington has imposed sanctions on most of Myanmar generals and cabinet members following a military coup that ousted Aung San Suu Kyi-led civilian government in 2021.

Last month, junta chief Min Aung Hlaing praised Donald Trump in a rare letter and compared his military's coup to the American president's baseless claims of US election fraud, suggesting both leaders were victims of rigged votes. In there, he requested a reduced tariff rate and offered to send a high-level trade delegation to Washington.

Myanmar's bilateral trade with the US is relatively small compared to other countries in the region. The value of two-way trade was US$588.3 million in the fiscal year ended March, down from $701.9 million a year earlier, while the US continued to see a trade deficit, according to government data.

Myanmar has been struggling with a crippling economy and a growing civil war since the military seized power more than four years ago. Earlier this week, the regime lifted a 54-month state of emergency, paving way for long-promised general elections in December which many countries consider as a sham.


	In Thailand: Tariff of 19% dubbed 'good news'
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                                RECAP: A global stock sell-off extended to a sixth day as US President Donald Trump boosted tariffs across the world, while two days of solid earnings from megacap tech firms failed to lift sentiment.
The SET index moved in a range of 1,213.87 and 1,255.39 points this week, before closing on Friday 1,218.33, up 0.1% from the previous week, with daily turnover averaging 53.99 billion baht.

Foreign investors were net buyers of 3.67 billion baht, followed by institutional investors at 1.83 billion. Retail investors were net sellers of 5.11 billion baht, followed by brokerage firms at 392.20 million.

[image: ]

NEWSMAKERS: In one of a number of tariff announcements on Thursday, the United States set a 19% levy on imports from Thailand and Cambodia, lower than the 36% they originally faced, after President Trump earlier threatened to block trade deals unless they ended their deadly border clashes. Malaysia also faces a 19% rate.

A calculation by Bloomberg Economics shows the average US tariff rate will rise to 15.2% if all the rates announced this week are implemented. That compares with 2.3% in 2024 before Trump took office.

Trump announced a 15% tariff on imports from South Korea, as part of a deal in which Seoul will invest $350 billion in the US. However, steel and aluminium, two big earners for South Korea, will be taxed at 50%.

Trump took Canada by surprise by announcing a 35% tariff rate, up from 25%, prompting Ottawa to consider retaliation. Another big loser is Switzerland, which faces a 39% tariff.

Trump approved a 90-day extension for trade talks with Mexico, maintaining tariff rates at 25% for general goods and automobiles and 50% for steel, iron, copper and aluminium.

The US and China agreed to push for an extension to their pause on US tariffs of 24% and Chinese countermeasures for 90 days, following trade talks in Sweden this week.

Trump made good on his threat to slap a 50% tariff on most Brazilian goods to fight what he called a "witch hunt" against former president Jair Bolsonaro. However, sectors such as aircraft, energy and orange juice are exempt from heavier levies.

The US will impose a 25% tariff on goods from India, plus an additional tax because of India's purchases of Russian oil. At least four oil tankers laden with Russian crude were seen waiting off India's west coast on Thursday, as authorities asked refiners to draw up plans to source oil from elsewhere.

The US and the EU clinched a trade agreement that calls for a tariff rate of 15% on EU imports. As part of the deal, the 27-nation EU bloc has agreed to purchase $750 billion worth of energy from the US over 3-5 years, as well as make $600 billion in additional investments.

The US Federal Reserve kept interest rates unchanged on Wednesday, defying political pressure from Trump. Fed chairman Jerome Powell said the resilient US labour market is now the main determinant of monetary policy, a signal that strong employment figures could reduce the likelihood of any rate cuts this year.

US GDP grew at an annualised 3% in the second quarter, according to a preliminary government reading, which analysts said was distorted by a big jump in imports to beat tariffs. First-half growth was 1.25%, a percentage point lower than in the same period last year.

The Bank of Japan kept interest rates steady on Thursday and raised its inflation forecast for the current fiscal year, signalling cautious optimism that a trade deal with the US would help the economy avert a steep downturn.

Canada's central bank held its key lending rate at 2.75%, as the major US trading partner confronts economic uncertainty and is uniquely vulnerable to Trump's trade war.

The International Monetary Fund on Tuesday lifted its global growth forecast to 3% this year, up from 2.8% predicted in April. Growth in 2026 is expected to reach 3.1%

Ford Motor Co warned profit this year would drop sharply because of tariffs, underscoring the dramatic policy shifts in Washington that are upending the global auto industry.

Nintendo on Friday reported a 132% year-on-year surge in quarterly revenue thanks to the Switch 2, which became the world's fastest-selling game console after its launch in June.

Gaming revenue in Macau rose 19% in July to US$2.7 billion, exceeding forecasts for the fourth consecutive month as big bettors' increasing appetite provides new momentum for recovery in the world's biggest gambling hub.

China's home sales extended their slump in July with the value of new home sales by the 100 largest property companies dropping 24% from a year earlier to 211.2 billion yuan ($29.3 billion).

Microsoft's market capitalisation topped $4 trillion on Thursday, joining Nvidia as the only two publicly traded companies to hit the milestone.

The European aerospace group Airbus posted an 85% rise in first-half profit to 1.5 billion euros, even though it delivered 306 planes, down from 323 in the first half of 2024.

Google will invest $6 billion to develop a 1-gigawatt data centre and related power infrastructure in the southern Indian state of Andhra Pradesh, government sources said. The facility will be the largest in capacity and investment size in Asia.

The Thai government has set an initial budget of 25 billion baht to help those affected by the five-day border conflict with Cambodia. The initial costs of evacuation and damaged property have been estimated at 10 billion baht and the eventual economic impact is expected to be even bigger, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said.

Krungthai Compass estimates the impact of the Thailand-Cambodia conflict based on three main channels: border trade, tourism and investment. The total estimated economic loss amounts to at least 17 billion baht per month.

The Fiscal Policy Office (FPO) has increased its Thai GDP growth forecast for this year to 2.2%, up from its April estimate of 2.1%. The IMF has raised its 2025 forecast for Thailand to 2% from 1.8%, but it expects growth to slip back to 1.7% next year.

The Bank of Thailand expects the Thai economy to start slowing in the third quarter, following flat growth in the second quarter, as both exports and tourism are expected to decline in the second half, largely due to the impact of US tariffs and a decrease in foreign arrivals.

The National EV Policy Committee has adjusted electric vehicle incentives to give carmakers more flexibility to meet local production requirements and boost exports, amid tepid domestic demand and intense competition. The Board of Investment said locally produced EVs that were exported would now count towards the target, a shift from the previous policy of counting only locally registered vehicles.

The National Artificial Intelligence Committee has approved a budget framework calling for a government investment of at least 25 billion baht to drive AI development in Thailand over the 2026 and 2027 fiscal years.

The Energy Regulatory Commission said the electricity tariff for the September-December period would be 3.94 baht per unit, down marginally from 3.98 baht now. Fuel costs have decreased but authorities need to continue directing revenue to PTT and Egat to compensate them for subsidising costs.

The manufacturing production index in June was 97.35, up 0.58% year-on-year, supported by a recovery in automotive, electronics and palm oil sectors, continued export recovery and government stimulus measures. But the manufacturing capacity utilisation rate remains low at 59.6%.

The number of foreign tourists in the week from July 21-27 increased 1% from a week earlier to 618,285, led by South Korea, China, Malaysia and Taiwan. Arrivals for the year to date are 18.98 million, down 6.2% from the same period last year.

The Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand said air passenger numbers are showing a continued recovery, though still 13.1% below pre-Covid 19 levels. In the first six months of 2025, passengers numbered 72.68 million -- 33.37 million domestic and 39.71 million international -- on 467,000 flights.

[image: ]

COMING UP: On Monday, Japan releases monetary policy meeting minutes and China announces services PMI. On Tuesday, the US reports services and non-manufacturing PMI. On Wednesday, the US releases oil inventories and China reports trade figures. Thursday brings a Bank of England rate decision and US initial jobless claims. On Friday, Russia releases quarterly GDP and China announces monthly consumer and producer prices.

[image: ]

STOCKS TO WATCH: Trinity Securities says the Thai tourism sector passed its lowest point in the second quarter, and is supported by a continued recovery in international arrivals, while more government stimulus could further boost the sector. Its top picks in the sector are AWC, BA, CENTEL and ERW.

The healthcare sector is entering its high season, with signs of recovery in international patient numbers. The brokerage also anticipates progress on pending social security reimbursements and overdue Covid-related expenses. Recommended hospital stocks include BDMS, BH, BCH and CHG.

InnovestX Securities now expects the Fed may keep US interest rates higher for longer, with only one rate cut this year as inflation remains stubbornly high. Its stock picks are GLOBAL, TIDLOR and BCP.

Asia Plus Securities recommends stocks that benefit from a weaker Thai baht in three key sectors, led by exporters (HANA, DELTA, KCE, TU, ITC, AAI, CPF, STA, NER, STGT, SAT and SCC), tourism (AOT, AAV, BA, MINT, CENTEL and ERW) and hospitals (BH, BDMS, PR9 and BCH).

TECHNICAL VIEW: Trinity Securities sees support at 1,180 points and resistance at 1,270. InnovestX Securities sees support at 1,200 and resistance at 1,270.
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                                Government Housing (GH) Bank is expanding its housing loan market to include the high-end segment, which accounts for 4.5% of its total lending.
According to GH Bank president Kamonpop Veerapala, this expansion into the high-end housing market, referring to properties priced more than 7 million baht, aligns with Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira's vision to broaden the bank's focus from low- and middle-income housing to include more expensive properties.

GH Bank has lent 85 billion baht for homes priced more than 7 million baht in its portfolio.

This expansion is expected to help increase GH Bank's share of the mortgage market to 50% over the next few years, up from 42%.

In the first half of 2025, GH Bank extended new housing loans totalling 107 billion baht for 95,382 accounts, an increase of 27.3% year-on-year.

For the second half of this year, the bank plans to issue at least 150 billion baht in new loans, in line with the finance minister's policy, helping the bank achieve its full-year target of 242 billion baht in new loans.

GH Bank's outstanding loan balance totals 1.834 trillion baht, up 1.91% from the end of last year.

The bank's total assets tally 1.925 trillion baht, up 2.15%, while total deposits are 1.670 trillion baht, a gain of 2.43%.

These increases have contributed to growth in the real estate sector, driven by Mr Pichai's policies to extend credit access to all customer groups -- including low- and middle-income earners and vulnerable populations -- so more people can access housing finance.

Mr Kamonpop said GH Bank recently launched a "Financial School" programme aimed at helping low- to middle-income earners, especially those without formal financial documentation such as bank statements, gain access to housing loans.

If participants can consistently save money through the GHB All Gen application for at least one year, their savings record can be used as part of the supporting documents for a loan application.

In addition, GH Bank is supporting customers who lost income through special economic relief measures.

For customers identified as needing special monitoring, the bank offers special interest rates and reduced instalments for up to one year to help them regain their ability to make regular payments and keep their homes.

Some 7,652 accounts have joined this relief programme, with outstanding loan balances totalling 9.77 billion baht.

GH Bank also allows customers to extend their loan repayment period until age 80-85 to ease living expenses. Many customers expressed interest in applying for this extension, said Mr Kamonpop.

For the "You Fight, We Help" debt relief programme, which reduces instalment payments for three years, 90,937 bank customers have registered to participate, with total outstanding debt amounting to 105 billion baht.
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                                The 19% US reciprocal tariff on Thai exports, which is on par with regional economies, is seen as a short-term boost to the investment climate, but policymakers need to address economic risks down the road including the unresolved US-China trade war, pundits say.
Kitpon Praipaisarnkit, vice-president of UOB Kay Hian Securities Thailand, said investment sentiment was positive after the US announced a 19% tariff for Thai exports, matching the rate set for Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines, and near Vietnam's 20% rate.

"But looking forward, economic risks have emerged," said Mr Kitpon.

"Export figures look set to weaken in the third quarter as exporters of canned food and pet food have already rushed to ship their products abroad before President Donald Trump's tariffs took effect on Aug 1."

Tourism, consumer spending and other economic figures remain soft moving into the third quarter, while the extent of free market access in the US for Thai goods remains unknown, he said.

Amonthep Chawla, executive vice-president and head of research at CIMB Thai Bank, said the US-China trade war is unsettled as trade talks in Stockholm earlier this week did not yield a deal.

Investors are on edge over the issue, as the pause on punishing tariffs is due to end on Aug 12 and it is uncertain whether the sides can reach a deal, he said.

"We cannot avoid the impacts of lingering US-China trade disputes as both are major trading partners of Thailand," said Mr Amonthep.

Piriyapon Kongvanich, strategist at Bualuang Securities (BLS), said the 19% US import tariff on Thailand equals that for Indonesia, the Philippines, Malaysia and Cambodia, while Vietnam faces a 20% rate, Brunei 25%, and Myanmar and Laos 40%.

"This suggests Thailand's competitive disadvantage is limited," he said, adding BLS expects market momentum to moderate, with the index trading in a more defined range going forward.

"Market attention may soon shift towards the potential impact of front-loaded demand that could fade in the coming months, leaving the impacts on the export sector," said Mr Piriyapon.

"This could cap the market's upside in the near term."

Apaporn Sawangpak, head of research at DBS Vickers Securities, said yesterday's decline in the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) index represented selling on fact after investors anticipated good news from Washington since last week.

"For the SET index to resume an upward trend, we need more positive stories such as continued growth of exports, new economic stimulus, clear signs of tourism recovery, or strong earnings growth of listed companies," said Ms Apaporn.
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                                Negotiations with the US that concluded with a 19% tariff on Thai exports were broadly focused on trade concessions. What did Thailand offer to secure the 19% rate?
The US reciprocal tariff rate on Thai exports dropped from a threat of 36%, effective starting on Thursday, in exchange for several significant Thai concessions.

Thailand proposed eliminating import duties for more than 10,000 items imported from the US (out of roughly 11,000 items in total), mostly consisting of goods that are not produced domestically or are insufficiently produced, such as medical instruments, advanced auto parts, and specialised food products.

Thailand also reduced non-tariff barriers, streamlining customs procedures and implementing a "post-clearance audit" system, while simplifying regulations to facilitate US imports.

In addition, the country committed to purchase liquefied natural gas from the US, as well as crude oil, ethane, aircraft, and agricultural products that Thailand does not produce or produces insufficiently, such as animal feed corn.

The goal is to reduce the trade surplus of more than $35 billion by half within five years.

A major focus of the talks was stricter rules of origin, with Thailand adopting more rigorous rules of origin for export products to prevent the country being used to circumvent US tariffs, especially for transshipment of Chinese goods. The US plans to implement its new rules of origin worldwide.

The specific details remain unclear, but the US wants to prevent circumvention of import tariffs by third countries.

Thailand is also increasing quotas for the import of US corn, while lowering import duties for soybeans.

However, Thailand retained tariffs on sensitive products, or those that would impact domestic farmers.

In terms of regional security cooperation, Thailand committed to increased efforts, especially regarding de-escalating border tensions with Cambodia.

There were no discussions on granting gas concession rights or military base access to the US.

The Trump administration said it had concerns over market access, trade imbalances and investment, while Thailand wanted continued protection for its most vital domestic industries.
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                                Chinese tourist arrivals should rebound to 9 million in 2026, driven by large groups, positive momentum from chartered flights and global business events that reinforce Thailand's image as a safe destination, according to the Association of Thai Travel Agents (Atta).
Atta president Thanapol Cheewarattanaporn said Chinese arrivals could climb to 9 million next year, approaching the 2019 peak of 10.9 million, mainly driven by three factors.

He said chartered flights should start to increase this year thanks to the subsidy programme offering 350,000 baht per flight, as Atta already secured deals with travel agents in Chongqing, Lanzhou and Hangzhou during its roadshow this week.

This programme alone should attract 150,000 Chinese tourists, said Mr Thanapol, along with 75,000 travellers from subsidies for the meetings, incentives, conferences and exhibitions segment, which are typically high spenders.

Large incentive groups choosing Bangkok as their destination should also help revive confidence, notably the Amway 2026 incentive meeting in March and April 2026, with 13,000 delegates joining, he said.

"These large-scale groups from China will play a key role in restoring travel confidence among Chinese tourists and will help attract more independent travellers back to Thailand," said Mr Thanapol, adding this estimate assumes no further negative incidents.

On Oct 12-18, 2026, Thailand is scheduled to host the World Bank Governors' Meeting, an international event that could help elevate confidence in Thailand's safety, infrastructure and capacity as a leading tourism and business destination, he said.
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Adith Chairattananon, honorary secretary-general of Atta, said the momentum from the chartered flights subsidy should continue, increasing traffic to Thailand by five times and generating a total of 1 million tourists of the 9-million goal next year.

Zheng Wei, owner of Gansu Junhe Cultural Tourism, a major tour operator in Lanzhou, said there's strong interest in the chartered and incentive subsidies.

"We expect the real impact of these measures to show starting from November and December. If no major negative incidents occur, Chinese tourism to Thailand could recover to 70-80% of pre-pandemic levels by late next year," he said.

Mr Zheng said the emergence of Vietnam serves as a temporary substitute based on lower costs, but it still lacks the quality and appeal of Thailand.

"Safety concerns are easing. If Thailand handles this well, Chinese tourists will definitely return. Vietnam is not a true competitor due to its substandard services. Most Chinese tourists don't repeat their visits," he said.

The TAT & Atta Roadshow to China this week is aimed at blunting the sharp plunge of the Chinese market by 34.1% in the first half.

However, the TAT has yet to set 9 million as a target and remains cautious in assessing the situation.
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                Calls for more local content in imported EVs lead to an excise rejig, while US tariffs are unlikely to move the needle
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                                Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra said during a recent conference that the government should impose a high excise tax on imported electric vehicles (EVs) that use a low proportion of local content.
Thailand's free trade agreements (FTAs) with some countries have resulted in a 0% import tariff on EVs, which hampers the domestic auto industry.

Thaksin said imported EVs should be required to use a minimum level of local content, such as car seats, to protect the domestic industry.

Thailand signed an FTA with China primarily using the Asean-China FTA framework around 20 years ago, setting zero tariffs on imports, including EVs.

Following the speech, the Excise Department is preparing to adjust the excise tax structure for vehicles, linking it to the use of local content.

Imported EVs with a high proportion of domestically manufactured components will, in principle, be eligible for a lower excise tax rate than those with a smaller proportion of local content.

Fully imported vehicles or completely built-up units would be subject to higher excise taxes.

According to Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul, the goal is to support the domestic auto parts industry by encouraging the automotive sector to increase the use of domestically manufactured parts via tax incentives.

However, pundits say it is likely such attempts partially stem from ongoing US tariff threats.

Will lower import tariffs give American cars a competitive edge?

Thailand's automotive industry is unlikely to be affected by the reduction of import tariffs as American vehicles do not have any advantages over cars produced in Southeast Asia, especially in Thailand, in terms of parts prices, quality, or the speed of model updates, said Sompop Manarungsan, an analyst on the Chinese and American economies.

Chinese and Japanese automakers tend to update models faster, responding to consumer demand more effectively than US automakers, he said.

Mr Sompop said American cars have always struggled to penetrate foreign markets, even when import tariffs were low. For example, in Japan American cars have a limited market share due to these reasons. The global automotive industry is also transitioning towards EVs.

In the US, Tesla is the only major EV manufacturer as the first administration of US President Donald Trump ended policies promoting EVs, hindering the development of the country's EV industry.

Meanwhile, Southeast Asia's auto industry, particularly Thailand, is increasingly shifting to EVs. As well as being more affordable, there is a wider range of attractive models and they are more energy-efficient than cars powered by internal combustion engines (ICE), said Mr Sompop.

From 2022 to 2024, the popularity of battery EVs (BEVs), plug-in hybrid EVs (PHEVs) and hybrid EVs (HEVs) in Thailand surged.

EV registrations rose from 84,500 units in 2022 to 206,000 units in 2024. During that period, 644 projects applied to the Board of Investment (BoI) for investment promotion for EV production and parts, with a combined investment value exceeding 280 billion baht.

In the first half of 2025, 57,289 new BEV passenger cars were registered in Thailand, a 52% increase year-on-year, accounting for more than 15% of all new car registrations, the highest proportion in the region.

Thailand has more than 203,000 registered BEV passenger cars, 71,900 electric motorcycles, 3,800 electric buses and trucks, and 1,000 electric three-wheelers.

What is the state of the EV market in Thailand?

Many Chinese EV brands built manufacturing plants in Thailand, including battery factories. However, intense price competition forced some EV brands out of the market, requiring them to return government incentives, such as EV purchase subsidies of up to 150,000 baht per car and excise tax reductions, in addition to tax penalties.

Due to this fierce competition, the National EV Policy Committee, also known as the EV Board, was compelled to adjust the production-to-import compensation measures to prevent an EV glut in the domestic market.

The board last week eased production requirements for EV manufacturers participating in EV incentive schemes if they produce BEVs for export, in an effort to promote Thailand as an EV export base.

The two schemes -- EV3.0 and EV3.5 -- require manufacturers to produce EVs locally to compensate for imported vehicles since the start of the schemes in 2022 prior to commencing local production.

These production requirements have become an uphill task for companies as the domestic market stagnates.

Under EV3.0, companies that started producing BEVs in 2024 are committed to a 1:1 ratio target, meaning they must produce one BEV domestically for every EV they import.

If commencing production in 2025, the ratio is set at 1.5 locally produced BEV for each imported BEV. The ratios are set at 1:2 and 1:3 for manufacturers under the EV3.5 programme, which is aimed at propelling EV industry growth between 2024 and 2027.

This approach, proposed by the Federation of Thai Industries, is expected to increase the number of EV exports to roughly 12,500 units this year and 52,000 units in 2026.

What is the goal of the tax promotion measures for EVs?

Thailand clearly wants to shift from being a leading producer of ICE-powered vehicles -- ranked 10th globally in 2023 -- to production of EVs.

To support this transition, the Excise Department designed tax measures to attract automakers to establish EV production bases in here, especially for EV components, such as inverters, which convert direct current (DC) into alternating current (AC); batteries; battery management systems, which monitor and control the battery system to ensure safety, performance and lifespan; and drive control units, which manage the propulsion of electric motors by processing inputs from the accelerator, steering, and braking systems and sending commands to the inverter.

A source from the Excise Department who requested anonymity said after the EV promotion measures expire in 2025, the department plans to implement tax measures to make Thailand a production base for EVs, particularly for the manufacturing of key components.

To qualify for a 2% excise tax rate, manufacturers must use domestically produced parts as specified. If they do not use the required locally produced components, the excise tax rate will be 10%, said the source.

The requirement to use locally made components will be implemented in stages, noted the source. Starting in 2026, automakers wishing to benefit from the lower tax rate must use batteries manufactured within the country, whether at the cell, module or pack level.

All EV manufacturers with facilities in Thailand are capable of producing batteries at the pack level.

By 2030, automakers must use inverters manufactured domestically to qualify for the lower excise tax rate. However, if a car manufacturer invests in a battery cell production facility, it is not required to invest in an inverter production plant.

By 2035, manufacturers are required to invest in the production of battery management systems and drive control units.

As for fully imported vehicles from China that avoid import tariffs under the Asean-China FTA, the Excise Department plans to coordinate with the BoI for the latter to issue support measures for EVs that use local content, according to the source, meaning imported EVs meeting the specified proportion of local content will be eligible for a lower excise tax rate.

Investment promotion for EV production, key components, charging stations, and battery swapping stations tallied a cumulative value of 138 billion baht, including: 21 BEV manufacturing projects with a total investment of 41 billion baht and a combined production capacity of 386,000 units per year; 16 electric motorcycle manufacturing projects with a total investment of 990 million baht and a combined production capacity of 810,000 units per year; and three electric bus and truck manufacturing projects with a total investment of 2.20 billion baht and a combined production capacity of 4,800 units per year.

For battery manufacturing plants, there were 53 projects with a total investment of 80.1 billion baht. Production of other key components such as traction motors, battery management systems, drive control units, and on-board chargers tallied 42 projects with a total investment of 6.52 billion baht.

EV charging stations garnered 29 projects with a total investment of 5.56 billion baht to install 20,080 charging points, including 7,360 quick-charge points. There were five battery swapping station projects with a total investment of 1.28 billion baht, comprising 555 stations for motorcycles, seven stations for large commercial vehicles, and six stations for passenger cars.

As of March 2025, there were 3,720 public EV charging stations with 11,622 charging points nationwide. These consist of 6,524 DC (fast) chargers and 5,098 AC chargers, with coverage across all regions of the country.

Government support for the transition from ICE vehicles to EVs included an excise tax reduction for hybrid vehicles that emit no more than 100 grammes per kilogramme of CO2 to 6% for seven years.

Tax incentives were also revised for PHEVs, which can be developed into EVs in the future. The previous qualification for the 5% excise tax rate had two conditions: an electric range of at least 80 kilometres per full charge and a fuel tank capacity not exceeding 45 litres.

The fuel tank capacity condition was eliminated to better align with vehicle design considerations.
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                                Despite great relief following the announcement of a 19% US tariff rate on Thai exports on Friday, the business sector remains fraught with concerns, particularly over the plight of Thai small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and the agricultural sector.
WAKE-UP CALL

Piti Tantakasem, chief executive of TMBThanachart Bank, posted on Friday on his Facebook page that the tariff agreements the US is pursuing globally are reshaping the trade landscape from one based on free trade to a model of conditional trade, with a clear effort to exclude China from international supply chains.

In this new scenario, the traditional rules of global trade will no longer apply, he said.

Regarding Thailand's agricultural sector, which has long been a tool used in domestic politics, Mr Piti said it faces serious challenges from global powers with fully integrated, high-tech agricultural systems, capable of penetrating even the most entrenched political protections.

"If Thailand sees the '19% deal' as a victory and is content with it, this could be 'The Beginning of the End'. But if we take it as a wake-up call to rethink and reform, then this marks 'The New Beginning'," he wrote.

Mr Piti emphasised the need for Thailand to re-strategise by shifting the focus of the Board of Investment (BoI). Rather than simply measuring foreign direct investment, the BoI should prioritise building and enhancing national capabilities.

He argued that Thailand's manufacturing sector must evolve, from being the "factory of the world" to developing innovative products that are uniquely Thai.

Mr Piti urged Thailand to strengthen its domestic supply chains and promote authentic Thai goods to gain a competitive edge in government procurement, meet private sector demand and drive domestic consumption.

He also called for clearer distinctions between legitimate businesses and grey-market enterprises, encouraging support for Thai companies that uphold good governance and social responsibility.

"This is an opportunity to change, rethink and reform Thailand. This is a new beginning to make Thailand relevant again," said Mr Piti.

SUPPORT MEASURES

Poj Aramwattananont, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce and the Thai Board of Trade, expressed optimism about Thailand's competitiveness in the region, bolstered by tariff rates now aligned with other Southeast Asian nations.

However, he emphasised the urgent need for government measures to support Thai entrepreneurs in adapting to the new US tariff regime.

These measures should focus on advancing technology, financing, marketing and trade innovation to help businesses penetrate new markets, said Mr Poj.

He also urged Thailand to heed the 40% transshipment rate, warning of penalties if Thai exports are found to violate it.

Certain Thai products may face increased scrutiny and Mr Poj called for clearer definitions of regional value content across various product categories.

In parallel, he called for the government to formulate strategies to manage rising imports from the US, especially in sectors that may be vulnerable to increased competition.

"The chamber believes further negotiations can secure more favourable terms," said Mr Poj. "We hope Team Thailand continues to advocate strongly for the interests of Thai businesses."

He also advised exporters to promptly adjust their shipping schedules and cost structures to mitigate the impact of the new tariffs.

The private sector stands ready to collaborate with the government, especially in supporting industries likely to be affected by import shifts under evolving regional value chains, said Mr Poj.

TOUGH TASKS AHEAD

Thai entrepreneurs need to enhance their competitiveness to brace for intensifying competition despite the agreement on a lower tariff rate on Thai exports similar to regional peers, said the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).

While the months-long negotiation with US authorities ended, Thai manufacturers that export to the US need to adapt to the new tariff rules set by the Trump administration.

"It is good news amid challenges," said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

The 19% tariff is acceptable because none of the Southeast Asian exporting nations gains an advantage for shipments to the US, he said.

However, entrepreneurs with profit margins of less than 10% need to do more homework, said Mr Kriengkrai.

"These manufacturers need to reduce costs, increase productivity and talk with their trading partners to avoid passing the financial burden on to consumers," he said.

Other companies with high margins should not be significantly affected by the tariffs, said Mr Kriengkrai.

Though changes in US policy are expected to disrupt trade, Thai entrepreneurs should take this as an opportunity to lift their competitiveness, he said.

One concern is the influx of products redirected to Asian markets due to US tariffs, hampering manufacturers in the region, said an executive in the electrical appliance sector who requested anonymity.

Thai manufacturers are advised to adopt more technologies to enhance production processes and reduce costs, said Mr Kriengkrai.

"We also need to seek alternative markets other than the US by forging new partnerships," he said.

The FTI asked the government to help businesses access financial sources at a time when they face costlier exports.

Thai farmers also need help if the government is allowing more imports of US crops in exchange for the 19% tariff rate, said Tanit Sorat, vice-chairman of the Employers' Confederation of Thai Trade and Industry.

BURDEN FOR SMES

Supree Thongpetch, chairman of the Thai Small and Medium Enterprise Council, which represents 80 member associations, said more than 2 million Thai SMEs that export to the US will face challenges based on the new tariff.

He said many of these small businesses rely on online platforms such as eBay and Amazon to sell their products, often avoiding import duties since they typically export in smaller quantities.

Their products range from maternity and baby clothing to aroma and spa items.

The US currently applies low tariffs or exemptions for certain goods with existing purchase orders.

However, the increase to a 19% tariff could put these businesses at a disadvantage as they may struggle with rising costs and lose their competitiveness, said Mr Supree.
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									A new page as France quits key bases in Africa								

															

																It's a turning of the page in Franco-African diplomatic relations. For the first time since the decolonisation of the French colonies in the 1960s, there will be no formal French military bases on the African continent.
Following decolonisation, former French President Charles de Gaulle nurtured close military ties, not to mention cultural and commercial links, with many of France's former territories.

Strategic but discreet defence footholds remained in key countries such as Senegal, Cote d'Ivoire, Gabon and others in a low-key but significant security network. Such facilities allowed France alone a key military access on the African continent, something which Britain did not have.

Yet in recent years, the formerly cosy ties have changed as a wave of Islamic fundamentalism, a spate of coups d'etat in West and Central African regimes, and growing covert Russian and Chinese influence have become a dangerous new norm. France soon became the political bete noire in many of its former colonies, and the Macron government deemed it was time to leave. Formerly close relationships in places like Chad, Burkina Faso, and Mali have largely disappeared.

Then, even close ties with the current government in Senegal saw a call for a formal end to the French military presence. Last month, France closed its Senegalese bases, including a key airfield, pulling out 350 troops. Senegal's President Bassirou Diomaye Faye stated, "Senegal is an independent country, it is a sovereign country and sovereignty does not accept the presence of military bases," he said last year, while maintaining that "France remains an important partner for Senegal".

The French withdrawal comes as the Sahel region faces a widening Islamic jihadist conflict across Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger. Just a decade ago, France mounted a major anti-jihadi operation in Mali, Operation Barkhane, but was forced to phase down as the local government in Bamako, Mali, began its tilt towards Moscow.

According to the French Ministry of Defence, the former anti-terrorist mission "spanned over five countries in the Sahel region of North Africa, starting at the beginning of August 2014...with their main base located in the Chadian capital N'Djamena, the French forces actively operated in Burkina Faso, Mali, Mauritania, Chad and Niger".

Earlier this year, French President Emmanuel Macron chided, "that Sahel states 'forgot' to thank France for its role", amid the continuing withdrawal of French troops from West African countries. He added that no Sahel state would be a sovereign nation without France's intervention, which prevented them from falling under the control of militants.

Between 1964 and 2012, France was able to intervene militarily on up to 30 occasions, supporting friendly governments and thwarting rebellions and potential coups d'etat. That age has passed.

In January this year, Paris returned its longtime base in Chad in the unrest-plagued Sahel region; the next month, France also pulled out of its remaining base in Cote d'Ivoire, ending decades of French presence. Various African states have ousted over 4,300 French soldiers in the past few years. Burkina Faso, Niger and Mali, moreover, have cut ties with France and turned to Russia for help in fighting the Sahel's decade-long unrest. Russian mercenaries now serve in some of these Sahel states, offering security services to local regimes.

The real advantage of these French bases rested with the logistical objectives of forward placement of prepositioned military forces, humanitarian airlift capacity of supplies, intelligence gathering, as well as assistance and training for local security forces.

Despite the dramatic developments, some 1,500 French forces will remain in the Horn of Africa nation of Djibouti, home to a permanent French military base. The Djibouti facility at the strategic southern end of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden is shared with 4,000 American and, separately, since 2017, over 2,000 Chinese forces. Beijing's overt mission here is to facilitate anti-piracy operations.

Despite the military pullouts, France maintains vigorous cultural and linguistic ties with its former colonies via the Francophone organisation.

Though there has been little public discussion and comment on the dramatic withdrawals from Africa, there's disquiet in the French military and intelligence community over the undeniable losses of forward operating bases and security assets on the African continent. This shift by the French government creates an undeniable military vacuum on the African continent, a gap the United States is unwilling to fill.

John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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																US President Donald Trump's fierce attacks on Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell have attracted global attention, rattled markets and, perhaps most importantly, sparked debate about the wisdom of central-bank independence -- a complex issue with constitutional and economic implications.
Central-bank independence refers to monetary policymakers' authority to make decisions free from political influence, albeit restricted to measures that fulfil the mandate established by the legislature. This independence would be called into question if political leaders could dismiss the central bank's management at any time.

Some critics consider central-bank independence to be at odds with democracy, because it places monetary policy in the hands of "unelected bureaucrats", underscoring the need for justification. But equating central-bank independence with judicial independence, as is sometimes done, is inappropriate. The legislative branch transfers authority for monetary policy to an independent institution, while the judicial branch determines, when necessary, whether this institution has adhered to its mandate.

The independent status that many central banks currently have is a historical exception. It was only around 1989-90 that independence came to be viewed as necessary to ensure monetary stability. Following the double-digit inflation of the 1970s and early 1980s, Western politicians began to recognise that when monetary policy is in the hands of the executive, higher and more volatile inflation is inevitable. The temptation to stimulate growth and employment, to the detriment of price stability, is too strong. Governments deliberately decided to disempower themselves.

In 1997, Gordon Brown, then the United Kingdom's chancellor of the exchequer, spelt out this new consensus when granting independence to the Bank of England: "The previous arrangements for monetary policy were too short-termist, encouraging short but unsustainable booms ... and higher inflation, which was inevitably followed by recession."

He went on to explain that reforming the Bank of England would "ensure that decision-making on monetary policy was more effective, open, accountable and free from short-term political manipulation". But central-bank independence requires continued support from politicians: the legislature can revoke this authority just as it can grant it. And all it takes to tip the scales in this direction is a change in political opinion -- brought about by a rise in populist parties, for example.

Mr Trump's repeated threats to remove Mr Powell -- which prevailing opinion holds is legally impossible -- and appoint a successor who would conduct monetary policy according to his wishes, demonstrates the system's vulnerability. It is reminiscent of the early 1970s, when then-Fed chair Arthur Burns yielded to pressure from President Richard Nixon to cut rates -- one of the most inglorious eras in Fed history, culminating in the so-called Great Inflation of the 1970s. While one might think that this unequivocally grim outcome had settled the question of central-bank independence, Mr Trump's rhetoric shows otherwise.

The current debate over central-bank independence re-emerged when these institutions were at the height of their prestige. Tragically, monetary authorities fuelled the fire by expanding their mandate into areas reserved for parliaments and governments. After making a significant contribution to a decades-long period of low inflation and steady growth, monetary authorities were celebrated as saviours following their decisive actions in the wake of Lehman Brothers' collapse and the global financial crisis of 2007-08. After all, they -- together with fiscal policymakers -- had prevented the world from sinking into a second Great Depression.

While the personality cult surrounding Alan Greenspan, who served as Fed chair from 1987 to 2006, had already taken on grotesque proportions, this reverence spread across the entire central banking world. Global financial market players welcomed central banks' expansionary monetary policies after the 2007-08 crisis and raised expectations about what they could accomplish, partly because of this hero worship, and partly because they were the primary beneficiaries of interest-rate cuts and bond purchases.

These high expectations inevitably led to disappointment, and central banks took a serious reputational hit as a result. Both theory and experience have shown that expansionary monetary policy cannot increase employment and growth in the long term. What it can do is ensure monetary stability and low inflation -- the foundations for steady growth and social justice. By expanding their own understanding of their mandate, monetary authorities became caught up in fiscal policy and triggered inflation -- precisely what central-bank independence is intended to avert. To be sure, the decision to implement drastic interest-rate cuts and make massive purchases of government bonds during the global financial crisis was instrumental in preventing a catastrophe. But the longer that quantitative easing continued after the acute crisis passed, and even with inflation above the 2% target, the less justifiable it became. Central bankers were suspected of trying to lower long-term interest rates, thereby facilitating government financing.

Around the same time, central banks were also given additional responsibilities in the areas of banking supervision and macroprudential policy, further blurring the lines between monetary and government policy. With their growing authority, monetary authorities become increasingly entangled in political debates.

For years, central-bank independence was taken for granted. But that era seems to be over, partly owing to monetary authorities' own actions. The less central banks push the limits of their mandate, the less they will put their independence at risk. Focusing solely on the mandate requires a certain degree of humility and constant reminders of what monetary policy can and cannot achieve. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Otmar Issing is a former chief economist and member of the board of the European Central Bank.
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																The fatal explosion at a house which doubled illegally as a fireworks plant in Suphan Buri on Wednesday is an ominous sign, reminding us that communities are not safe from this risky activity.
The explosion at the Muang district factory killed nine people. In January last year, in the same district, another fireworks factory blast claimed 23 lives and left scores injured.

An earlier fatal accident took place at the same factory in November 2022, in which one person died. Nine years ago, once again in Suphan Buri, six people died in a blast at a house that was illegally producing fireworks.

Suphan Buri is an extreme case, but it is not the only one. Reports of accidents in other areas have also emerged. One glaring example was on July 30, 2023, when 12 residents were killed and 389 people injured in an explosion at a fireworks warehouse in the Muno market community in Sungai Kolok district of Narathiwat.

How can local administrators and provincial governors let these factories and illegal manufacturers defy the law so brazenly? Do local officials inspect these manufacturers? It is tempting to think corruption is involved.

Following the explosion at Muno Market in Narathiwat, four officials from the Muno Tambon Administrative Organisation (TAO), including its chairman, were charged with malfeasance for failing to inform the government of the warehouse.

Likewise, the government must find out how the local administration in Suphan Buri allowed these sub-standard fireworks factories to appear.

Repeated accidents at fireworks plants are no doubt also an outcome of legal loopholes and bureaucracy. Factory regulations do not legally include small-scale manufacturers, such as those with 50 staff or fewer.

They do not have to comply with the strict safety, environmental regulations, and town plan rules that the Factory Act 1992 requires of larger plants.

That may explain why many fireworks makers are small-scale entrepreneurs: fewer than 10 workers in the most recent case. They often use small houses in communities or farm areas to conduct their risky business.

The biggest question raised is exactly how many fireworks factories there are in Thailand. According to the Department of Factories' database, there are 15 registered fireworks plants nationwide, large and small. It would barely raise an eyebrow if that number turned out to be far greater.

Lawmakers know about this problem, and after every accident, they promise to revise the rules to improve safety. The accident on Wednesday proved the government has yet to pay attention to a serious public safety issue.

The government and local authorities must ensure rigorous and transparent factory inspections, a system to track the use of risky chemicals and, above all, better-trained workers, or such tragedies are likely to persist.
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																The next time you are at a restaurant and considering the choice of fish or shrimp, spare a thought. The seafood on your plate may come at quite a human cost.
While many people have awareness, even agreement, about the importance of sustainable fishing practices, few question the origin of the food on their plate.

The reality is that migrant worker abuse and exploitation are closer than they seem and connect directly to the choices consumers make in grocery stores, restaurants, and online shopping carts. Each purchase has the potential to either support or reject a system built on exploitation, a power that consumers can exercise with every purchase.

In Southeast Asia's fishing industry, thousands of migrant labourers from Myanmar, Cambodia, and Indonesia are subjected to forced labour, physical abuse, and often extreme isolation. Many are trafficked onto Thai fishing boats under false promises of fair employment, only to be confined at sea for weeks or months. They endure long working hours with minimal rest, subsisting on little more than rice and raw fish. Verbal abuse, beatings, and threats are commonplace. Wages are often withheld or paid irregularly in cash, making workers especially vulnerable to debt bondage and wage theft.

With no way to contact the outside world and no formal oversight at sea, many who suffer abuse or injury are never accounted for. Some disappear without any investigation, further deepening the lack of accountability in the industry.

Earlier this year, the 10 Southeast Asian members of Asean took an important step to help mitigate the problem with a declaration on the placement and protection of migrant fishers. But it remains to be seen whether enforcement mechanisms will be sufficient to effect change.

Addressing the issue at the dinner table may be more effective by encouraging consumers to use their purchasing power to influence the companies that exploit workers by demanding traceability systems across the industry.

Traceability refers to the ability to follow a product through each stage of its journey from the moment a fish is caught to the moment it is purchased. Most seafood products provide little to no information about where, when, or how the product was caught.

In addition, not all fish caught by migrant labourers make it into restaurants or supermarkets. A significant portion of illegally caught fish from Thai waters is processed into fishmeal. This fishmeal is then used to feed farmed shrimp, chickens, pigs, and even pets. The more the product moves deeper through supply chains, the harder it becomes to trace, and consumers may unknowingly support migrant exploitation even when buying products that seem unrelated to fishing.

Strong traceability systems already exist in some of the seafood industry and reveal whether vessels used legal practices, complied with labour laws, and respected international fishing regulations.

Tools such as blockchain, electronic monitoring, vessel tracking, and catch documentation are being used by some companies, like IBM and Archipelago Marine Research, to verify sourcing and monitor conditions at sea.

Consumers should begin by looking for certified labels such as Fair Trade, Marine Stewardship Council (MSC), or Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC), which help identify traceable and responsibly sourced products.

So, if these systems exist, why are migrant labourers still being exploited in the industry? The challenge is not innovation, but implementation. More companies need to adopt these tools, and governments need to require them.

One company proving that traceability and profit can go hand in hand is CP Frozen Foods, which has committed to improving transparency and ethical sourcing practices in its supply chain. The company's traceability systems allow buyers to track seafood from catch to consumer, helping ensure it is sourced responsibly.

It's not only large companies that have adapted. Take Pak Rosjanasumapong, owner of Pae Pla, a fish market operator in Samut Sakhon. He wholly agreed with the importance of choosing reliable sources.

"Even if we don't own the boats ourselves, we believe in fair and ethical labour practices," Mr Pak said.

"We work with trusted, reputable suppliers and check their compliance with labour laws. Customers today often ask about the origin of seafood, fishing methods, and hygiene standards -- and we're happy to provide that transparently."

Meanwhile, Pipittchai Rangsrisupatharakitt, owner of Baan Pu Khai Dong, a restaurant in Bangna, said transparency resonates with today's diners.

"Our purchase agreements clearly state that suppliers must comply with labour laws and human rights standards," Mr Pipittchai said.

"We frequently speak with [suppliers] about their labour policies, and we're proud that staff can explain the ethical origins of our seafood to guests. Especially among international and younger Thai diners, that transparency builds trust and sets us apart."

Aside from industry standards and companies self-regulating, non-profit organisations like the Migrant Justice Coalition (MJC), founded in 2024, also advocate for ethical labour practices in Thailand's seafood and construction industries and provide resources for those looking for help.

The coalition began with a small team of students, companies, government agencies, and advocacy groups who were committed to bridging the gap between labour rights and consumer power.

MJC has partnered with several NGOs to help raise awareness and support worker training in the use of safety technologies. These include pocket-sized distress-call devices that allow fishers to report abuse even from remote waters.

The MJC is currently working with Stella Maris -- an international agency of the Catholic Church that provides pastoral care to seafarers, maritime workers, and their families, test the device in pilot programs, as well as with the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) in a joint project with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to explore broader adoption and integration into corporate ESG frameworks.

Change will not come from governments or corporations alone and requires pressure from everyday consumers. Every time someone checks a label, asks a question at a restaurant, or refuses to support a brand that lacks transparency, they are contributing to the solution.

If dignity is to matter more than profit, it starts with the choices we all make.

Claire Kietduriyakul is currently a student in Connecticut, USA, with a passionate interest in political science and labour relations. She is the founder of the Migrant Justice Coalition (www.migrantjc.org).
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																It's a universal principle that hospitals must be free of discrimination. Unfortunately, this seems not to be the case for Ubon Ratchathani-based Sunpasitthiprasong Hospital, which has decided not to provide any medical services to Cambodians.
This is discrimination and a breach of human rights and humanitarian principles.

In an official note issued July 30, the hospital said it has closed its special medical clinic (SMC) to Cambodians, citing its heavy case load. This dubiously explained policy started yesterday and will run until Aug 10. The hospital will also stop hiring Khmer-speaking interpreters and will no longer provide accommodation for a group of volunteers who help with interpretation.

The hospital said any Cambodians currently receiving treatment at its inpatient ward will be subject to area restrictions.

Like some other hospitals in border provinces, the healthcare services at Sunprasitthiprasong -- a well-known regional hospital -- are popular among Cambodians living along the border, given their high quality.

It should be noted that the patients pay higher medical fees for treatment in the SMC ward. It is no secret that those higher up on the social ladder prefer to seek medical care at expensive private hospitals in Bangkok -- at least until the recent armed conflict broke out between Thailand and Cambodia.

Cambodian strongman Hun Sen, at the beginning of the conflict that stemmed from a clash on May 28 in the Chong Bok area of Ubon Ratchathani's Nam Yuen district, called for his compatriots to stop seeking medical services in Thailand.

This was part of the country's anti-Thai campaign as border checkpoints were closed one after another.

Sunpasitthiprasong Hospital said its decision will affect only new patients, whereas former or current patients can continue their treatment. It did not mention emergency cases, but it's understood that the new rule will also apply to them.

Such a decision seems to respond to noisy calls by some ultra-nationalist citizens -- as well as netizens engaging in wars of words -- over the past weeks amid the escalating armed conflict, that hospitals should stop serving Cambodian patients. Apparently, these narrow-minded racists misunderstand the nature of the SMC and the 30-baht healthcare scheme.

Needless to say, this policy will be played up by Cambodian media channels to cast Thailand in a bad light.

There are reports that the government and the Ad Hoc Centre for Thailand-Cambodia Border Situation gave a vague instruction to the hospital that it should adhere to the universal healthcare principle. The government must prohibit the hospital and other healthcare dispensers from adopting any policies based on racism.

After all, such discrimination is not acceptable. Breaching human rights principles will do more harm than good to Thailand's image and reputation. Such discrimination resulting from racism will unnecessarily fuel hatred among the peoples of the two countries, making reconciliation even harder.

Sunpasitthiprasong Hospital must not place itself in the middle of this conflict between the two governments. It must immediately review this racist policy, and not forget the mantra that sympathy must prevail for those in need of healthcare.

Those involved must keep in mind that, as a member of the international community, Thailand has to respect human rights in all situations.
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																Mitigating the worst effects of climate change requires reconciling ambition and justice. But achieving both a just energy transition and ambitious global climate action depends on trade rules that foster equitable development. To facilitate the shift to low-carbon economies, developing countries must have reliable access to green technologies, investments, and international markets.
Regrettably, many of today's trade policies constrain developing countries' green ambitions. In particular, the securitisation of international trade -- driven by the geopolitical interests of major powers and emerging blocs -- threatens to disrupt global supply chains, limit access to emerging technologies, and reinforce existing power imbalances. If left unchecked, this trend risks undermining multilateral cooperation and regional integration efforts across the Global South.

The European Union's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism is a prime example. While the CBAM is intended to position the EU as a global leader on climate action, many developing countries -- particularly in Africa -- view it as a protectionist measure and question its alignment with the principles of the 2015 Paris climate agreement.

These concerns are well-founded. Research suggests that African countries could lose up to $25 billion (816 billion baht) annually as a direct result of the CBAM, and that the proposed amendments may not always stand to benefit African exporters. Moreover, despite the establishment of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), the EU continues to pursue fragmented bilateral deals that undermine Africa's integration agenda and weaken the coherence of regional trade strategies.

Another example is the International Maritime Organization's controversial plan to introduce a carbon emissions tax on shipping. Set to take effect in 2028, the tax falls far short of the more ambitious carbon levy developing economies had advocated, which could have supported low-carbon transitions, climate adaptation, and capacity-building in the world's most climate-vulnerable countries.

Investor-state dispute settlement mechanisms also present significant challenges to effective climate action. These provisions, embedded in international investment treaties, often limit African governments' ability to legislate in the public interest or implement trade and investment policies that support green industrialisation and sustainable development.

In recent years, international development practitioners have increasingly focused on the link between trade and climate policy. This signals a shift from a purely normative view of climate change to a more pragmatic approach that recognises climate policy as a driver of economic growth and investment. At the same time, global trade is undergoing a profound transformation as major trading powers prioritise geopolitical and economic self-interest over longstanding commitments to non-discrimination and multilateral cooperation, thereby weakening the World Trade Organization.

Against this backdrop, developed and developing economies alike are deploying fiscal stimulus packages, subsidies, and protectionist trade measures to align their climate goals with domestic green industrial strategies, aiming to reshape the global economic order in their favour. The race to gain a competitive edge in green industries is partly driven by the dominant position China has established over the past decade through a combination of fiscal expansion, strategic subsidies, and control over critical minerals and key supply chains.

Adding to these tensions is US President Donald Trump's decision to withdraw from the Paris climate agreement, as he did during his first term. This move has further eroded global trust and undermined multilateral climate cooperation, casting doubt on the reliability of developed countries' commitments to the broader sustainable-development agenda.

Yet periods of geopolitical realignment can also create new opportunities. Even amid rising tensions and economic fragmentation, there are opportunities for African countries to advance fairer, climate-aligned trade rules. One of the most promising is increased regional integration.

Despite deep divisions within the G20, South Africa's presidency of the group this year could help advance trade policies that are better suited to managing climate risks and accelerating clean-energy transitions in the Global South. The upcoming Leaders' Summit in Johannesburg provides a platform to champion a more inclusive agenda that integrates risk management, economic diversification, and industrial development into a long-term vision of environmental justice.

Some low-income economies are particularly vulnerable to measures like the CBAM, which, in its current form, departs from the "common but differentiated responsibilities" principle that underpins the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Without careful design and implementation, it could exacerbate inequalities within Africa and jeopardise the continent's energy transition.

To prevent such an outcome, the CBAM must be implemented through a transparent, multilateral framework that acknowledges differences in countries' historical responsibility and capacity to respond. Redirecting CBAM revenues toward supporting green transitions in low-income economies, for example, would be a step in the right direction.

It is equally important to help countries that rely heavily on fossil fuels diversify their economies. This raises a fundamental question: How can trade policy be leveraged to foster climate-resilient development? The answer lies in recognising that diversification is not only central to long-term growth but also crucial to building resilience to both climate disasters and external shocks.

While global consensus on climate policies remains out of reach, regional trade agreements and coalitions offer a viable path forward. The AfCFTA, for example, could help us reimagine trade as a catalyst for inclusive development. By strengthening intra-African trade and economic resilience, it could help unlock new pathways to food sovereignty, climate adaptation, and long-term stability across the continent.

The world needs fresh thinking and more equitable relationships between the Global North and South. Although today's geopolitical landscape, marked by self-interest and weak leadership, is fraught with uncertainty, it also creates space to promote green, climate-conscious solutions that are largely absent from existing trade frameworks.

When the current turbulent period gives way to renewed cooperation, we must be ready to introduce a new climate-trade framework. Such an arrangement should support decarbonisation across industries while upholding the principles of justice and solidarity, ensuring that developing countries are actively supported on their path to a more sustainable future. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Saliem Fakir is Founder and Executive Director of the African Climate Foundation.
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																Across Gaza, humanitarian aid is urgently needed. Yet much of it fails to reach the people for whom it is intended. Instead, international assistance is routinely hijacked by Hamas -- a reality enabled by the troubling complicity of the United Nations.
The humanitarian crisis in Gaza is not simply a byproduct of war. It is, in many ways, a strategy. Hamas deliberately engineers civilian suffering to preserve its rule, gain international sympathy, and pressure Israel diplomatically. The UN, by continuing to operate through Hamas-controlled channels, not only fails to stop this abuse -- it legitimises it.

Instead of being freely distributed, large portions of aid, mostly funded by Western nations, are diverted by Hamas. The group seizes shipments, hoards essential supplies, and resells them at inflated prices to desperate civilians. The profits fund Hamas' terrorist infrastructure, including salaries for fighters and weapons used not only against Israel but also to suppress dissent within Gaza.

There is credible evidence, including reports from within Gaza, of Hamas enforcing its control through brutal means, beating or shooting civilians who try to access food or medical supplies outside the terror group's channels. Meanwhile, the UN continues to rely on the same compromised delivery networks.

On Sunday, Israel implemented a humanitarian pause in designated civilian areas and corridors to ensure safe aid delivery. In the preceding weeks, hundreds of aid trucks were allowed into Gaza, positioned in coordination with the UN for collection and distribution. Yet many of these trucks remain idle, their contents untouched. The UN must act without further delay or excuse. Food is rotting. Medicine is expiring. People are waiting.

Israel categorically rejects the "starvation" propaganda promoted by Hamas. No policy of starvation exists. The humanitarian pauses and aid corridors are part of Israel's own initiative, not the result of international pressure, but a decision made to prevent Hamas from turning humanitarian issues into political weapons.

At the same time, while Israel opens humanitarian channels, Hamas continues to block or attack them. On July 23, Hamas fired a rocket at an aid distribution centre in southern Gaza. Civilians seeking help through independent aid groups like the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation have been met with violence. In just two months, the GHF, operating with Israeli facilitation, has delivered over 90 million meals directly to civilians, bypassing Hamas' grip. Unsurprisingly, this initiative has been met with hostility from the terror group.

Unfortunately, the UN ignores alternative distribution models like GHF and insists on working through existing Hamas-influenced systems. The result? Continued shortages, misused resources, and a population caught between terror and neglect.

Hamas applies the same manipulative tactics in ceasefire negotiations and hostage talks. It prolongs the conflict while blaming Israel for the consequences, holding both Gazan and Israeli hostages hostage to its political goals.

Let us be clear: the suffering in Gaza today is not just a humanitarian tragedy -- it is a manufactured crisis. Hamas wants civilians to suffer. It is a deliberate strategy to maintain power and erode Israel's legitimacy on the world stage.

This is not just Israel's problem. It is a moral test for the international community.

As long as the UN continues to enable Hamas' exploitation of aid, it becomes an accomplice in prolonging conflict and human suffering.

It is time to break this cycle. The international community must hold Hamas accountable and demand that the UN stop serving as a conduit for terror. Humanitarian aid must serve its true purpose: saving lives, not funding those who destroy them.



Orna Sagiv is the Ambassador of Israel.
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																As tensions escalate along the Thai-Cambodian border, the unfolding conflict has become not only a confrontation of arms but also a war of narratives. For many in Thailand, this is the first time war has felt real. Not distant, not historical, but tangible: fighter jets in the sky, news of casualties, fear seeping into the national consciousness.
And yet, what we see and feel may not be the full story.

Alongside physical warfare, a more insidious struggle is taking place; one waged through misinformation, propaganda, and psychological manipulation.

Call it by what it is -- information warfare. While conventional war leaves craters and shrapnel, information warfare leaves confusion, hatred, and division. Truths are twisted, images manipulated, and emotions weaponised.

The recent Facebook post by a prominent Cambodian public figure, which accused the Royal Thai Air Force of using chemical weapons, accompanied by an image of a California DC-10 firefighting plane spreading pink-coloured flame retardant to tackle fire, was not an isolated misstep, but could rather be seen as a calculated provocation. The intent is clear: inflame public sentiment, stir outrage, and escalate tensions; not through troops or tanks, but through a post and a click.

This weaponisation of information is not just reckless; it is strategic. It is disinformation deployed with purpose, and it raises a crucial legal question: is this kind of warfare covered under international law? The short answer is: not quite.

International Humanitarian Law (IHL), also known as the law of armed conflict, was built around conventional warfare: tanks, trenches, and treaties. The Geneva Conventions, the cornerstone of IHL, are designed to protect civilians, prisoners of war, the wounded, and medical personnel during armed conflict. They define the rules for when and how force may be used and who may be targeted. But IHL is showing its age.

Drafted in the aftermath of World War II, these conventions were never intended to regulate digital conflict. Cyberattacks, autonomous weapon systems, and psychological manipulation via social media were simply beyond the imagination of the 1949 drafters. As such, these texts are ill-equipped to confront the realities of 21st-century warfare, particularly the kind now unfolding between Thailand and Cambodia.

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has acknowledged this gap. While reaffirming that any use of force, whether physical or cyber, must comply with the UN Charter, particularly Article 2(4), which prohibits aggression, the organisation has also recognised the growing challenge that digital operations pose to civilian protection.

What, then, is information warfare?

Information warfare (IW) is a broad term encompassing a range of activities intended to influence, disrupt, or manipulate public perception, decision-making processes, and communications infrastructure. These include hacking, disinformation, propaganda, and psychological operations, carried out through social media platforms, encrypted apps, and even AI-generated content.

In today's conflict, the Thai public has been bombarded with false narratives, inflammatory images, and viral accusations. IW has reached Thai citizens not just on the battlefield, but in their living rooms. With internet access and smartphones, everyone becomes a potential target and an unknowing participant. The law is currently struggling to keep up.

Under IHL, protection hinges on concepts like "attack", "combatant", and "military objective": terms that assume physical consequences. Geneva Convention IV, which governs the protection of civilians, prohibits acts such as targeting civilian objects and collective punishment. But it is silent on the use of harmful but non-kinetic tactics like online incitement, election interference, or coordinated psychological destabilisation campaigns.

Unless a direct, tangible link to physical harm can be proven, these digital acts remain in a legal grey zone.

And yet we know, from bitter experience, that words can kill. Hate speech spread through digital platforms has been linked to ethnic violence in Myanmar, communal riots in India, and even genocide in Rwanda, where radio propaganda laid the foundation for mass atrocities. The threshold between speech and violence is thinner than we think, especially when incitement is deliberate and systematic.

So, can international law be stretched to meet this moment?

One promising avenue lies in International Human Rights Law (IHRL). The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Cambodia is a state party, explicitly prohibits "any propaganda for war" and any advocacy of national, racial, or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility, or violence. These provisions can, and should, be invoked when information warfare crosses the line from opinion to incitement.

Moreover, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court provides legal grounds to prosecute individuals who incite or participate in attacks against civilian populations, especially when such acts are part of an official policy or strategy.

In theory, information warfare that results in real-world violence could meet the criteria for crimes against humanity or war crimes. But in practice, accountability is elusive. Building a legal case that links a viral post to a violent act requires extraordinary evidence. The threshold for criminal prosecution at the international level is high, and digital trails are often obscured or erased. Prosecuting IW under current international legal frameworks remains a daunting task.

So where does this leave us? It leaves us with responsibility.

While international mechanisms may be slow to respond, states can, and must, act. Thailand cannot afford to be reactive. It must engage proactively on all fronts: legal, diplomatic, communicative, and societal.

First, it must counter falsehoods with facts swiftly and transparently. Government communication channels should be mobilised to correct misinformation in real time. Silence or hesitation creates a vacuum that misinformation will eagerly fill.

Second, Thailand must work with digital platforms to identify and remove harmful content. Collaboration with tech companies, civil society, and international partners is essential to strengthen content moderation and counter-speech.

Third, the government should work through diplomatic channels to raise the issue in regional forums such as Asean. If information warfare is the new front line, then a collective response is needed. Thailand could spearhead an Asean initiative to develop a regional code of digital conduct, guiding principles for state and non-state actors on disinformation, election integrity, and hate speech.

Fourth, it is time to invest in digital literacy. A population equipped to discern truth from manipulation is a powerful antidote to propaganda. Civil society and educational institutions should be empowered to teach media literacy, critical thinking, and responsible digital engagement.

Finally, Thailand has an opportunity to shape the future of law itself. By pushing for the modernisation of IHL and the development of soft law instruments governing cyber and information operations, Thailand can help set the agenda for how wars are fought and how civilians are protected in the digital age.

The current conflict is dangerous, but it also presents a moment of clarity. The old laws are no longer enough. The battlefield has expanded, and so must our tools for peace and accountability. The drama may wear many faces, but it is law, truth, and cooperation that must take centre stage.



Assistant Professor Pawat Satayanurug, PhD, is the Vice Dean of Research and Academic Resources, Programme Director for the Master of Laws (Thai Programme) at Chulalongkorn University's Faculty of Law.
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																The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) in conjunction with the Interior Ministry, recently launched the "Sukhumvit model," an initiative to improve safety, public order and quality of life in the key central business district of the city, covering Watthana and Klong Toey districts.
The initiative, designed as a sandbox, kicked off this month with media fanfare. Most media channels ran footage featuring an inspection walk by Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt, who was accompanied by deputy governor Wisanu Subsompon, Deputy Interior Minister Theerarat Samrejvanich and other officials.

The inspection route stretched from Sukhumvit Soi 39 to Soi 3 in Watthana district, including the Asok intersection, to sois 4-24 in Klong Toey district, more than 5 kilometres in total. At a glance, the idea seems noteworthy and intriguing. But looking deep into the initiative, the mission largely involves routine works, such as boosts to public safety, quality of life and better traffic control.

The BMA is working with at least eight eight core agencies, including the Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA), the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) and the Department of Land Transport (DLT) on the idea.

Mr Chadchart mentioned recurring issues such as illegal cannabis sales, drug trafficking, homelessness, unauthorised street vending and unlicensed taxis. Other problems he raised were loud tuk-tuk noises, parking violations, poor street lighting, limited CCTV coverage, broken sidewalks which, in his own words, "are not isolated issues. They reflect on the city's image and affect everyday life.''

However, by formulating it as an initiative for Sukhumvit, a question comes up: is there any place in Bangkok where such crucial problems can be tolerated or compromised? Presumably, no.

Needless to say, Sukhumvit Road has many embassies, upper crust residences and big corporates. Of course, the Sukhumvit enclave is also an economic lifeline of the city, but focusing on this area could give an impression that people who live in other areas or on the other side of Bangkok deserve a lower standard of service. So, what is the use of promoting the initiative for Sukhumvit alone?

Some policies, like indiscriminately clearing street vending without related measures to ease impact, may also backfire. It's a fact that street vendors provide affordable food for workers in the central business district. The BMA cannot solely take aim at city aesthetics without thinking about other impacts, or providing alternatives. After all, street vendors are part of the city's development. What the city administration should do is to find places for them. It need not be "either or" choices all the time.

Despite his good intentions, Mr Chadchart, who wants to run for another term as Bangkok governor, needs to ensure all district offices do their jobs relentlessly well without waiting for the outcome of the Sukhumvit Model. If not, it could prove a mere PR stunt. Hopefully, he will prove that it's not.
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																In 1979, Harvard University professor and American sociologist, the late Ezra Vogel, published a book that became a runaway bestseller in both Japan and the United States. While most commentators at the time focused on its eye-catching main title, Japan as Number One, the subtitle was equally compelling: Lessons for America.
Vogel at times joked that his book had sold for the wrong reasons. He had tried to understand and explain the societal forces behind Japan's economic miracle, but an even stronger motivation had been his alarm at America's decline. He thought it was Japanese society as a whole that carried lessons for America.

Living in Japan, I find myself periodically revisiting Vogel's book, reflecting on its ongoing relevance for our times. As America moves in directions unknown to its allies, enemies and maybe even to itself, what lessons might he have drawn for Japan today?

He would start with a reality check of Japan's deep-rooted challenges: a region fraught with geopolitical tensions, the constant risk of large-scale natural disasters, an ageing and declining population and other woes.

Yet he would also be the first to remind of Japan's strengths, such as its peace credentials, its resilient democracy and rule of law, its educated population, its safety, world-class cultural traditions and public institutions.

In light of the political and societal changes unfolding in the United States, however, I believe there are at least three immediate areas where Japan needs to significantly speed up its transformation. These are in peace diplomacy, higher education, and environmental sustainability.

How can Japan maintain its peace credentials in a period of increasing security threats and a military buildup in the region? How can it ensure its own protection and safeguard alliances, while at the same time preserving the Peace Constitution's legacy? How can it control a rising military budget without damaging the country's social fabric at a time of competing national expenditures?

My peace activist friends in Hiroshima often criticise their government for not providing meaningful leadership in nuclear disarmament negotiations. On the other hand, considering Japan is under the nuclear umbrella of the United States, the government's stance is bound to be, at best, a difficult balancing act.

Despite such constraints, Japan can do more to articulate its own unique and genuine vision of peace. Tokyo remains far too deferential to Washington. As times change, the world needs a more independent expression of what Japan means when it says peace.

As to higher education, Japanese universities lag significantly in global rankings, with its best performer, the University of Tokyo, currently at around 28th. Despite decades of policies to consolidate and internationalise, the sector struggles to attract foreign talent.

Japan's affordable higher education and attractive culture and society could be strong draws for international students, particularly at a time when many worry about the US administration's policies on student visas and unsettling moves to muzzle academic freedoms.

Yet language barriers and a lack of professional opportunities for foreign graduates remain daunting. I have worked with many bright students in Japan who ultimately, and reluctantly, left the country after graduation to settle elsewhere.

This is a great loss. Japan needs to attract and keep foreign graduates and young professionals, helping them integrate much more easily. Language acquisition is key.

Finally, it is clear that the current US administration has decided to abdicate its environmental leadership role. Japan can step in to fill the gap but currently punches far below its weight: in a 2024 OECD survey of 30 countries, Japan ranked 23rd in sustainability.

Despite technological prowess and a vast potential for renewable energy from geothermal, solar, and tidal sources, it is still highly dependent on fossil fuels for its energy needs.

While ordinary citizens diligently sort out the mountains of plastic waste the country produces, groundbreaking innovation in waste management or the circular economy still seem in the distant future. Efforts to decarbonise infrastructure and promote green architecture lag, and the promised green revolution advances more at a crawl.

For a country that seamlessly marries high-end technology with mottainai and wabi-sabi traditions, Japan is a natural source of leadership in addressing environmental threats. It should seize the chance.

Eighty years after the war Japan has overcome many challenges, but it cannot remain as it is. To paraphrase the main character in The Leopard by author Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa, "For things to remain the same, everything must change." Kyodo News



Nassrine Azimi, a co-founder of a global initiative called Green Legacy Hiroshima, was an original member of the UN Institute for Training and Research and served as the first director of its Hiroshima Office.
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        The best of land and sea at Espresso
        Espress at InterContinental Bangkok becomes a playground for beef buffs and seafood connoisseurs on Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings, during which the Premium Seafood Dinner Buffet with a special addition of Australian wagyu beef are served. The latter is a time-limited add-on, available until the end of August, to the already sumptuous and expansive dinner buffet that Espresso is known...

      

      
        Guru's Weekly Buzz: Aug 1-7
        Guru By Bangkok Post's pick of the most exciting products, activities, food and travel to indulge in.&nbsp;

      

      
        Your horoscope for Aug 1-7
        Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.

      

      
        Happy's back
        Happy Gilmore is back 29 years after the original movie helped make Adam Sandler a comedy superstar. Whether you're a fan of the 1996 film or not, there's no denying how important Happy Gilmore was to pop culture at the time and how it cemented itself as a cult sports comedy beloved by multiple generations.

      

      
        Royal Project fair brings premium goods to CentralWorld
        The much-anticipated "Royal Project 56" fair brings more than 3,000 premium products from the mountains to shoppers in Bangkok, at all zones across CentralWorld, Ratchadamri Road, from today until Aug 12.

      

      
        Cross-cultural mooncakes
        The Mid-Autumn Festival is tied to the traditions of the autumn harvest, when cakes were made as offerings to the Moon.

      

      
        A fresh era in  French gastronomy
        It is not really news that the only female chef in the world with the most Michelin-starred restaurants, a total of 10, will be joining Bangkok's culinary scene at Le Normandie, Mandarin Oriental.

      

      
        New taste tinglers for your palate
        Bangkok is a city that never sleeps, at least in the food and beverage department. Blink and you'll miss another new restaurant opening or a drink launch.&nbsp;Guru By Bangkok Post is making sure that even if you blink, you don't miss out on the new taste tinglers that are worth mentioning.

      

      
        Patriotism and pixels: billboard firm salutes Thai flag
        Plan B Media has drawn social media praise for displaying the Thai national flag on its 19,775 digital screens nationwide at 8am and 6pm daily, and at an iconic location in Times Square in New York City.

      

      
        Grilled fish specialist
        Located in Yard 49, Kayaki is a new Japanese restaurant specialised in yakizakana, or the grilled fish department in Japanese cuisine.&nbsp;
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									The best of land and sea at Espresso

									Enjoy all the surf and turf you can
								

									Espress at InterContinental Bangkok becomes a playground for beef buffs and seafood connoisseurs on Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings, during which the Premium Seafood Dinner Buffet with a special addition of Australian wagyu beef are served. The latter is a time-limited add-on, available until the end of August, to the already sumptuous and expansive dinner buffet that Espresso is known for. 
									[image: ]

Located on the mezzanine level of InterContinental Bangkok, the weekend dinner buffet at Espresso is an indulgent one indeed, as you'll be spoilt for choice with many delicacies from various cuisines to savour. With the two highlights being seafood and Australian beef, you can technically enjoy all the surf and turf you want.

There's a corner behind a stylish partition, perfect for those who want semi-privacy. Alternatively, you can find a table near the glass railing to overlook the beautiful lobby below, while being serenaded by a live jazz band from 6.30-9.30 pm on Friday and Saturday.  

[image: ]

Various counters and stations can easily increase your appetite, but none may be more so than the seafood on ice display, which showcases fresh fruits of the sea and DIY caviar sets. The catches come from far and wide, from Irish and Fine de Claire oysters, Chilean king crab legs, New Zealand green mussels, Canadian lobsters, Swimmer blue crab claws and more. Dig around and you may find a lobster claw that's bigger than your phone. Assemble a caviar tasting set by yourself with a selection of salty and savoury pearls, including Avruga, ikura and lumpfish roes. Of course, the Thai-style seafood dipping sauce is on standby to add zest to any seafood. 

[image: ]

More savoury seafood awaits at the BBQ station, which serves Marinated tuna steak, perfectly grilled Grouper with dill creme sauce and succulent Rock lobster with seafood sauce. On the freshwater front, don't miss out on Goong Ta khrai. The aromatic Thai-style roasted river prawn is enhanced with garlic, lemongrass and turmeric.

From the Chinese BBQ station, Chinese favourites like Peking duck, Crispy pork belly and BBQ pork are available next to delicious dim sum. The good news is that Peking duck comes neatly wrapped for you.

[image: ]

More Asian delights await at the Indian corner, where pre-cooked dishes can be enjoyed with naan bread or jeera bhaat. Of course, Japanophiles should check out the tempura, sushi and sashimi selection, which includes Aussie beef nigiri topped with tobiko, at the Japanese food station.     

More importantly, pair your seafood with time-limited premium Australian beef for a truly indulgent dinner, and you have many choices to choose from. Combine the best of land and sea, if you will. Espresso's grill station serves a rotation of MBS (Marble Beef Score) 8-9 wagyu topside beef from Margaret River and the famed Sir Harry's MBS 6-7 citrus-fed rump cut. The latter deserves a special mention for its combo of succulence and mouth-watering aroma. Meanwhile the carvery features a rotation of the 200-day dry-aged MBS 4-5 Ebony Prime Grain Fed Ribeye and tomahawk steaks.

[image: ]

The Aussie beef is also presented in the form of pre-cooked dishes -- red wine-braised brisket, beef massaman curry, crying tiger grilled beef, to name but a few -- that you can help yourself to while waiting for your cook-to-order succulent beef steaks or lamb chops to be served at your table. 

[image: ]

Save some room for desserts for a sweet (and decadent) end to your meal. The selection of Thai desserts alone is quite expansive. You can go for crowd-pleaser Thai mango with sticky rice or something less known like Pumpkin custard or Thai gocchi in coconut milk. Or enjoy made-to-order Crepe suzette or bathe fresh seasonal fruits with a chocolate fountain.     

The Premium Seafood Dinner Buffet at Espresso is available every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 6pm-10.30pm with the addition of Australian wagyu beef available until the end of August. It's priced at B2,250++ per person and B1,200++ per child. Email InterContinental Bangkok at dining.bkkhb@ihg.com, call 02-656-0444 or visit bangkok.intercontinental.com to book a table. Don't forget to bring a big appetite.
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									Guru's Weekly Buzz: Aug 1-7

									So many things to enjoy, so little time
								

									Guru By Bangkok Post's pick of the most exciting products, activities, food and travel to indulge in. 
									
EAT
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Designer tea / Sirivannavari x Sindhorn Kempinski Hotel Bangkok

Sirivannavari and Sindhorn Kempinski Hotel Bangkok will offer the "Atelier Tea Reverie", a luxury afternoon tea experience inspired by the Sirivannavari "Atelier" Fine Jewellery Collection. This menu goes behind the scenes of a couture designer's atelier, where every detail narrates a story. Everyday tools such as measuring tapes are reimagined as exquisite fine jewellery pieces, while the desserts are presented in jewellery-inspired boxes. 

[image: ]

Enjoy discounts / Goji Kitchen + Bar / Until Sept 30

Goji Kitchen + Bar at Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park is offering a 50% discount for two people dining together under the "Come 2, Pay 1" promotion, which until Sept 30. Savour Thai and global delights at the weekday dinner. Also experience French cuisine at the Mediterranean Corner.



JOIN 
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Rome in Bangkok / Biscotti / Aug 8-9

"Rome Sweet Rome", a special dinner by chef Heros de Agostinis from Restaurant Ineo at Anantara Palazzo Naiadi will take over Biscotti, the Italian restaurant at Anantara Siam Bangkok. Chef de Agostinis will bring a unique blend of Roman tradition and global influences to Bangkok.

[image: ]

More foodie / Park Hyatt Bangkok / Until Nov 9

Park Hyatt Bangkok will be part of Hyatt Asia Pacific's "Be More Foodie. Be More Fulfilled" campaign. Exclusive offers at Park Hyatt Bangkok will run until Sept 14, at Embassy Room La Marina, Penthouse Bar + Grill and The Living Room. Phase two until Nov 9 is where World of Hyatt members will earn double points on all eligible food and beverage spending.

[image: ]

Millennial night / Gaston / Aug 8

Gaston transforms into a Y2K time machine for one unforgettable night on Aug 8. Expect nostalgic hits from Hype Band and DJ Chertam, Y2K-inspired decor, throwback cocktails and interactive entertainment celebrating early 2000s culture. Gen Z guests (born after 2000) enjoy 40% off (ID required). Dress in your best Y2K look and relive the magic of the millennium. Gaston also launches "A French Affaire: Unlimited Weekend Brunch" where diners can indulge in a leisurely weekend feast featuring French-inspired favourites like Fine de Claire oysters, cheese and cold cuts, beef tartare, Bourguignon, scallops and more.

[image: ]

Japanese cuisine / Hua Hin Marriott Resort & Spa / Aug 8-9

Hua Hin Marriott Resort & Spa is offering two evenings of Japanese cuisine, presented by guest chef Atsushi Yoshida from JW Marriott Hotel Bangkok. On Aug 8, Big Fish & Bar will offer a six-course Japanese set dinner curated by chef Yoshida. Featuring sustainable sashimi and sushi, menu highlights include foie gras chawan mushi, poached hamachi in dashi, wagyu striploin with grilled eggplant puree and maitake mushrooms with garlic butter, ending with tea and Japanese-inspired mignardises, all accompanied by stunning sea views. On Aug 9, chef Yoshida joins Amber Kitchen's Seafood & BBQ Dinner Buffet with Japanese delights, featuring exclusive live stations with his signature baked sushi, handcrafted sushi and sashimi, cold udon, udon ebi tempura, and Australian wagyu teppanyaki. These highlights are complemented by a full buffet of fresh seafood on ice and a live carvery, cold cuts, cheeses, barbecue favourites and desserts, including a live mango sticky rice station, dorayaki pancakes, a chocolate fountain and more. 

[image: ]

Meaty showdown / The Meatchop / Aug 7

The Meatchop will host "The Meatchop & Rivals" event series, a monthly celebration of meat, culture, and culinary creativity, beginning Aug 7. The event brings together chefs in the industry to battle it out and showcase their distinctive ways of preparing and presenting meat, all through the lens of people, culture and storytelling. This edition highlights the Infinite Wagyu Striploin with an impressive MBS 9+. Expect an evening filled with delicious food, drinks, music and an up-close-and-personal experience with the chefs.
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Omakase dinner / Nobu Bangkok / Aug 8-13

Nobu Bangkok will host a "Four Hands Omakase Dinner", by Herve Courtot, the corporate chef at Nobu Hospitality, and Andrew Bozoki, the executive chef of Nobu Bangkok. The omakase commences with tuna o-toro miso ceviche, followed by a octopus carpaccio jicama salad, a sushi selection of ocean-caught, hand-cut chutoro, uni, kinmedai and scallop. There will also be slipper lobster tempura with cilantro dressing. Mains will highlight the finest produce from land and sea and dessert will be watermelon strawberry pavlova. Available from Aug 8-13.
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Guest chef / Ms.Jigger x Riley Sanders / Until Sept 14

Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok's Ms.Jigger will welcome chef Riley Sanders to the kitchen until Sept 14. The event marks chef Sanders' first public appearance in the kitchen since Canvas closed its doors earlier this year. Chef Sanders' collaborative menu is titled "Expressions", with each dish crafted to evoke distinct emotions: playfulness, intrigue and satisfaction. The three-course menu is available for lunch and dinner, with an optional wine pairing curated by Alison Christ.
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Reunion dinner / Mia / Aug 14

"Friends Of Mia" returns on Aug 14 with the "Next Gen Reunion Dinner". For one night only, chef Rahul Shrestha, head chef of Row On 45, the two-Michelin-starred restaurant by Jason Atherton in Dubai will join chefs Pongcharn "Top" Russell and Michelle Goh in the Mia kitchen. The trio will present an eight-course tasting menu, highlighting the bold creativity and precision of the next generation of culinary talent. Expect dishes like Australian Wagyu tartare and Stuffed pigeon with black pudding, paired with exquisite wines curated by The Wine Merchant.
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Planet Pinto / Robinhood / Until Aug 15

Robinhood has launched "Robinhood Return", a reusable pinto delivery campaign in collaboration with five of Bangkok's most eco-conscious restaurants, until Aug 15. The campaign is built on "Order - Deliver - Return". Meals are delivered in reusable Thai pinto containers and customers can schedule a convenient pickup through the Robinhood app. The containers are collected by a Robinhood rider, eliminating the need for disposable packaging and promoting a circular dining system. Restaurants in the campaign are Err, Appia, Vivin Asok,  Chita Yutaka Tei and Little Sunshine Cafe.
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New campaign / Virgin Active Thailand

Virgin Active Thailand has launched a campaign that encourages Thais to see Physical Training (PT) as a personalised, supportive tool for everyday wellness. Engage in a complimentary Wellness Discovery session or access a variety of group classes, from grid and reformer pilates to sound bath, dance and more. During the Wellness Discovery session, participants can consult with Virgin Active experts to map out their personal wellness goals and discover training plans tailored to their needs.  
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Book talk / Slowcombo / Until Aug 3 

Until Aug 3, "Biblio Homemade Vol.2" opens its doors for three special days filled with creativity, conversations and great book deals at Slowcombo. Enjoy book talks with writers, translators and special guests. There will also be activities like the Book Swap Table and DIY Gift Wrapping Corner.
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New exhibition / Tiffany & Co. / Aug 21 to Sept 7

Tiffany & Co. will showcase the capsule exhibition, "A Legendary Legacy", in Bangkok. The exhibition marks the brand's first exhibition in Thailand and offers a focused exploration of Tiffany & Co.'s storied design heritage through the lens of legendary designer Jean Schlumberger and select pieces from The Tiffany Archives.Creations by Schlumberger include the Elephant brooch featuring diamonds, emeralds and turquoise; the Trophee de Vaillance Clip from 1941; and the Hedges and Flowers necklace with yellow sapphires, turquoise and diamonds, among many others. The exhibition culminates with one of Tiffany & Co.'s most treasured creations: the 128.54-carat Tiffany Diamond, set in a design inspired by Schlumberger's emblematic Bird on a Rock brooch, a true embodiment of the brand's artistry and imagination. "A Legendary Legacy" will run from Aug 21 to Sept 7 at One Bangkok, with free admission from Aug 29.

[image: ]

Immersive exhibition / Honda / Aug 15 to Nov 30 

Asian Honda Motor will soon officially unveil "The M.O.V.E. by Honda", the brand's first immersive experience centre at the EM Glass, Emsphere. The space will offer a multi-sensory journey into the future of mobility, highlighting Honda's latest innovations in electric motorcycles and automobiles, as well as advanced mobility solutions like eVtol. At the heart of "The M.O.V.E. by Honda" lies the concept "Sense The Synergy", a fusion of Honda's enduring philosophy and its electrified future. The exhibition is organised into interactive zones, with many innovations being showcased for the first time in Thailand. Completing the five-sense journey is "The M.O.V.E. Cafe", where guests can savour the future through tastes. Curated by Asia's Best Pastry Chef 2025, Dej Kewkacha, the cafe features Japanese-inspired creations that reflect Honda's vision of expanding mobility across land, sea and sky.



STAY
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Vacation activities / The Westin Siray Bay Resort & Spa, Phuket

The Westin Siray Bay Resort & Spa, Phuket is offering a Kayak Tour to uncover the beauty of Phuket's southeast coast from the turquoise sea, Wednesday and Friday afternoons. A Bird Watching Tour will help nature lovers discover the region's wildlife, with guided walks through coastal and hillside habitats. A private Yoga Class provides a wonderful way to relax and recalibrate, and will be followed by a choice of complimentary smoothies from the Mix Lounge. The group Zumba Class on the beach is on Wednesdays and Fridays.
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									Your horoscope for Aug 1-7

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	([?]) is for work, ([?]) is for money, () is for coupled life and ([?]) is for single life

	Previous ones: https://www.bangkokpost.com/topics/1702300/horoscope





 Aries

Mar 21 - Apr 19

([?]) You're finding your groove. Managing resources, budgets and team dynamics becomes easier. Meeting deadlines and clearing backlogs bring major satisfaction. Your drama-diffusing skills are quite legendary in the office. A few colleagues look up to you in this regard. Sudden challenges or competitions will be your invitation to shine.

([?]) Your quick thinking and deal-making skills could lead to solid results. An opportune time to sort out your debts, taxes and insurance comes your way. You'll be surprised how smoothly things fall into place, so seize the moment and get your financial house in order. Investors, the market goes up and down like a rollercoaster, but you stay calm.

() Someone you both know might try to pull you into their drama, but you two will handle them together. You'll recover quickly from any tiffs with your partner. Playful energy and little adventures could re-energise your relationship. The adventurous spirit may extend into the bedroom. If you know what we mean (wink).

([?]) Your confidence is sky-high. If you ask someone out, you're likely to get a yes. An older stranger may ask for your Line ID or personal contact. They seem eager to get to know you.

 Taurus

Apr 20 - May 20

([?]) Your brain is on fire. With sharp insights and analytical prowess, you're solving problems on the fly and staying miles ahead of everyone. New tech and complex tasks might unexpectedly pop up, but you'll adapt fast and turn the unknown into your new edge. Surprise trips or last-minute deals could hit your calendar. Pack your power suit and thank your lucky star.

([?]) Financial talk with someone close could hit a nerve, but a calm ear beats a heated clash. Insider information from an older female friend could curtail your spending and help you ride out market swings. A windfall might land in your lap, but loose lips sink ships -- stay quiet or watch it vanish.

() Conflicting money mindsets and mismatched expectations could stir the pot, turning sweet moments into spats. Add to that a meddling voice from someone you both know, and trust could start to crack in places you didn't expect. It's just a rough patch, not a dead end.

([?]) If you're seeing someone, a plot twist or a slip of their tongue might reveal they're dating several others or even married. If not, a new romance might be in the air, but before getting close to someone new, pause and listen to your intuition. Not everyone's intentions are pure -- watch out for players and fling-seekers.

 Gemini

May 21 - Jun 20

([?]) Paperwork and supply delays could throw your grand plans off track. You may have to overhaul your past submissions. Sudden team changes might send your workload soaring. Stay focused on your priorities. Clear and considerate communication with colleagues and clients is key to smoothing out any ruffled feathers. A tempting offer may surface; scan the fine print closely.

([?]) You manage your income and spending well. You make smart choices about where your hard-earned cash goes. You're good at saving, but don't forget to reward yourself every now and then. Got a few debts hanging around? You might pay off one for good. Whether you're buying or selling property, examine every document carefully. Even the small details can make a big difference.

() You and your partner might not see eye to eye on everything, but patience and honesty will get you two back on the same page. The good stuff is still there: plenty of laughs, respect and shared dreams glueing you two together. Family time is in the cards, whether it's a fun trip, a chill gathering, or meeting your (future) in-laws.

([?]) New love awaits you at the coffee shop or gym you frequent. A flirty newcomer may shower you with attention, but a major age gap or something that doesn't feel quite right stops you from letting them in. Say what you feel early on, or risk a messy misunderstanding. A smooth talker with a picture-perfect profile might enter your DMs, but they're after your cash, not your heart.

 Cancer

Jun 21 - Jul 22

([?]) Your continued persistence will pay off with well-deserved recognition and a clear shot at climbing higher on the career ladder. Expect your schedule to fill up fast, both on the main stage and behind the scenes. You might also find yourself tapped for a cross-border project or international collaboration. Stay sharp with your time and energy -- every challenge you take on could turn to gold.

([?]) Money might flow in from multiple sources. A friend from afar might bring word of a new income opportunity your way. You'll handle your finances with finesse. You trim down your spending and accumulate sizeable savings.

() Couples have to adjust to something new in their relationship. You two may have no choice but to be apart for a while. A slight mix-up or misconstrued message could escalate into a pointless argument, so double-check your words and extend compassion to each other.

([?]) If you've been stuck in a situationship, you'll muster the will to cut ties. Or if you've been crushing on someone, their socials give you all kinds of signs that they're "taken". You'll fully enjoy the single journey, unleashing your charm elsewhere, and exploring what (and who) truly clicks with you.

 Leo

Jul 23 - Aug 22

([?]) Conflicts, politics, these-could-have-been-emails meetings and paperwork delays could slow down your momentum, turning simple tasks into time-sucking bores. Fortify your digital defence and safeguard key data: malfunctions or cyber threats could strike when you least expect it. Network with intention -- fresh opportunities can bloom from the most unexpected connections.

([?]) Due to your expansive network of friends and acquaintances, a freelance offer may come your way, but you'll have to accept it immediately or else it'll go to someone else. Your past efforts or investments start to yield results. Nothing massive just yet, but the steady trickle looks promising. A spiritual scam could cross your path. Your savings may disappear if you're not careful.

() Work deadlines, social events and me-time commitments might pull you and your partner in different directions. Less time together could sprout seeds of doubt, but honest talk can nip it in the bud.

([?]) If you're seeing someone, they may leave you on read and ghost you. But you don't have time to let them live in your head rent-free because a fresh face might pop up. Still, you won't be in a rush to launch anything new, especially relationships. Go at your own pace.

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

([?]) A new face on the team or a new tool might be the spark your workflow needed. Even familiar faces could surprise you as workplace dynamics click into a smoother, more productive rhythm. Tasks that once felt stuck might suddenly start moving with surprising ease. A negotiation or job interview might test your nerves, but you could end up with what you want or something equally promising.

([?]) Your cash flow may be interrupted, so hold off on big-ticket buys. Surprise repairs could show up without warning. Watch out for new-gen phishing tricks or shady online deals. If you're an investor, be hyper-aware of disinformation dressed up as hot tips. Scammers are getting smarter -- don't let impulse and greed blur your judgement.

() The thrilling fireworks you're used to in your love life might flicker out. You might feel unseen, like your partner isn't really tuned in to what you want or need or isn't putting your needs first. Communication might feel clunky, so you'll need to be extra patient.

([?]) Cupid accompanies you online, at work or even at your usual haunts. Still, you're not feeling an immediate pull with anyone or rushing to couple up. Friendship feels like the safer lane right now. Take your time. A real connection doesn't need a deadline. You can't rush love.

 Libra

Sept 23 - Oct 22

([?]) Something out of left field could unlock doors you didn't even know existed. Cue fresh perspectives. You're blessed with main character energy and luck, so embrace the growth and glow up. The stars have already chosen for you to rise. Answer with courage and watch the magic unfold. Maintain your confidence and handle all communication and information sharing with care.

([?]) A surprise payout could land in your lap -- be it forgotten income or money you never saw coming. Enjoy your fun, rest and adventure, but do keep an eye on the spending. Don't gamble. Greed could cost you all. A cousin or a friend might hit you up for a loan; make sure kindness doesn't stretch your wallet past your comfort zone.

() Spouses sit down to have a proper discussion on money management. They won't agree on every detail but will arrive at a happy medium. Couples get into a new hobby or healthy routine that brings them closer. Someone unaware that you're taken might flirt with you.

([?]) Your genuine sparkle could attract new admirers -- single and otherwise -- to you. Be ready for several romantic possibilities. Just make sure you don't let someone on or play with someone's heart. That's bad karma. Exercise your rizz with responsibility.

 Scorpio

Oct 23 - Nov 21

([?]) You'll get the credit you deserve -- the recognition and praise will recharge you to the fullest. You might land a new project with international clients or team up with colleagues from abroad. It could be the perfect excuse to sharpen your second language skills or start learning a new one. Unexpected work-related travel, impromptu pitches and negotiations are also on the cards.

([?]) Next week brings an opportunity to seek new income, financial support and sort out your debt situation. An old friend might bring good news or help you close a sweet deal. You can easily cover your essential bills. Just steer clear of gambling. A scammer might recycle their old tricks on you.

() Spouses take on more responsibilities together. Any tension between you two will be dissolved quickly. Your time and energy are too precious to be wasted on any drama. Keep sexy time vanilla for now. Save the Kama Sutra for later.

([?]) You get to know possible love interests IRL and online. However, none seem to be up to your standard. You know what you want and you're not settling for less. You look forward to meeting your soulmate with hope.

 Sagittarius

Nov 22 - Dec 21

([?]) Get ready for a jam-packed schedule. Expect a mix of high-profile assignments and crucial behind-the-scenes missions. Bigwigs and clients know you're their go-to person and trust your expertise. Handle all communication and information sharing with care. A sweet payoff or incentive awaits at the finish line. If you're job hunting, a part-time gig might pop up to keep you motivated for the time being.

([?]) Your razor-sharp instincts and deal-making skills could lead to solid results. You make sure you save first before you spend on yourself or your loved ones. You feel financially secure without being stingy.  An unexpected gift or long-lost valuable may head your way.

() You work while your partner rests and vice versa. However, you two manage to make time for each other. A surprise windfall or good news could show up, giving you both the perfect reason to pop the bubbly. Playful sparks and mini adventures add sparkle to your relationship. The adventurous spirit may also extend to your bedroom. You know what we mean.

([?]) Someone from work or a work-related social event may catch your eye. To keep things professional, you two may try to get to know each other in secret. Your friend may introduce you to someone who seems eager to get to know you.

 Capricorn

Dec 22 - Jan 19

([?]) Brace yourself for some deception and miscommunication; they could stir up serious tension. Stay grounded and don't get dragged into the drama. Your usual workflow might get shaken up with last-minute edits and shifting expectations. Still, these hiccups could spark smarter ways of working and sharpen your problem-solving edge. Keep your data, insights and ideas under lock and key.

([?]) You may be offered a freelance job, but you'll have to accept it immediately or else it will go to someone else. If you have debts, you may pay off at least one. Beware of investment scams or get-rich-quick schemes. You can easily cover your essential expenses.

() You and your partner become busier but still find time to be together. Couples are each other's sources of support and safe space. Any tension or disagreement will be gone in a flash. A small, unexpected moment can bring back the magic and those early-day flutters from when you first fell in love.

([?]) A romantic spark might fly with an ex, an old friend or someone already in your circle. It's exciting, but the mix of butterflies and doubt could leave you second-guessing what your heart really wants. It's your love story, write it wisely. Trust your gut and let it unfold naturally.

 Aquarius

Jan 20 - Feb 18

([?]) A toxic colleague or rival is throwing shade your way or trying to drag your name through the mud, but their efforts will ultimately fail. Higher-ups and clients think highly of you but also expect a lot from you. Pace yourself and protect your peace. Don't let stress dull your shine.

([?]) Money is rolling in more than you expected. Your smooth talk and sharp wit help you seal deals left and right. You keep a tight leash on your spending but also treat yourself to small luxuries. No one can fool you and you can spot scamers from a mile away.

() Your love life is all about TLC. Looks like a major relationship milestone is within reach. You and your partner could see a long-held dream realised. It's time to celebrate and then dream even bigger -- together. Your baby will arrive safely.

([?]) Get ready for an unexpected chat with someone from abroad that could give you butterflies. Despite cultural differences and language barriers, a surprising and real connection could blossom. Words may sometimes fail, but your hearts are fluent in love.

 Pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20

([?]) You'll cut out the unnecessary and streamline your workflow, making every move count and boosting your productivity. Your communication game is on point, helping you navigate unproductive meetings, conflicts and toxic people with more ease and tact. Expect to grow your network and uncover fresh opportunities through valuable new connections.

([?]) The money you've been waiting for is finally finding its way into your hands. A negotiation about your pay or rate is likely to result in your favour. Don't be afraid to ask for what you're worthy of. You'll handle essential expenses without a hitch. Scammers could pose as officials or relatives to steal your cash. Stay sharp.

() You and your partner might receive some good news or an unexpected windfall, giving you two the perfect excuse for a celebration that brings you even closer. Any storm clouds between you two will part quickly. Family time is on the cards, whether it's a fun trip, a chill gathering or meeting your (future) in-laws.

([?]) You might click instantly with a new face and sparks could fly fast. If you're already seeing someone, the constant messaging and meeting up with them take away most of your time and start to feel like a full-time job. They may be too needy for you.
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									Happy's back

									Adam Sandler's Happy Gilmore 2 manages to avoid a total misfire with its charm and nostalgic appeal
								

									Happy Gilmore is back 29 years after the original movie helped make Adam Sandler a comedy superstar. Whether you're a fan of the 1996 film or not, there's no denying how important Happy Gilmore was to pop culture at the time and how it cemented itself as a cult sports comedy beloved by multiple generations.
									So when the news broke that Sandler would be reviving the character for Netflix, I was immediately torn between curiosity and concern. Comedy sequels, especially those released decades later, are rarely successful. More often than not, they lean too heavily on nostalgia, recycle old jokes and lack the spark that made the original a hit.

There was definitely a worst-case scenario here: a tired lead actor phoning it in, a script overloaded with lazy callbacks and a parade of random cameos distracting from the plot. That would have been an insult to the original movie and its fans.

Thankfully, Happy Gilmore 2 doesn't fall into that nightmare category. That's not to say it's a comedy classic in its own right -- far from it -- but I was pleasantly surprised to find it had just enough charm and sincerity to keep me watching. While it's nowhere close to topping the original, it's also not the embarrassment it could've been.

Adam Sandler returns as Happy Gilmore, now a man in his late 50s whose professional golf career is long behind him. Once the king of the long drive, Happy has endured personal tragedy and financial trouble.

After the loss of a loved one, he's now broke and living modestly with his four children. His once-glorious lifestyle has been reduced to a suburban shuffle, with eccentric pro golfer John Daly amusingly crashing in his garage.

The central emotional hook of the story revolves around Happy's desire to support his daughter's dreams.

[image: The Gilmore family. NETFLIX]
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When he learns that she's been accepted to a ballet school in Paris, but can't afford the tuition, Happy decides -- against all odds -- to revive his golf career. Naturally, this leads to a fish-out-of-water narrative as he tries to relearn the sport that made him famous, only this time older, rustier and more emotionally fragile. It's a familiar setup -- the "one last shot" storyline -- but it works reasonably well in the first half of the film.

However, things take a wild turn midway through. The second half introduces a fictional new golf league called Maxi -- a loud, over-the-top, pro-wrestling-style version of professional golf. Think bright costumes, pyrotechnics and trash talk. Maxi is positioned as a threat to the dignity and tradition of the sport and it's up to Happy to defend golf's legacy.

He joins forces with real-life pros like Rory McIlroy and Scottie Scheffler in a bid to stop the cartoonish chaos from taking over the game. This new twist gives the film a surreal energy but also pulls it further into gimmicky territory.

Being a decades-later sequel, Happy Gilmore 2 features several returning characters. Julie Bowen's Virginia is back, though disappointingly underused considering how crucial she was in the first film. Christopher McDonald makes a triumphant return as Shooter McGavin, Happy's long-time rival. McDonald completely commits to the role and gives arguably the best comedic performance in the movie -- delightfully unhinged and every bit the egomaniac fans remember.

Ben Stiller also returns as Hal L., the cruel nursing home orderly from the first film. But this time around, his character doesn't land quite as well. He doesn't feel like the same person -- his motivations are unclear and his presence feels more like a wink to the audience than an integral part of the story. While some of the returning characters still have their spark, others come off as forced or underdeveloped.

The film is absolutely stuffed with cameos. Some are amusing, like real golfers (Keegan Bradley, Fred Couples, Nick Faldo), musicians (Post Malone, Eminem) who pop up in random places, but many feel unnecessary. Travis Kelce as a waiter? YouTubers and podcasters playing themselves?

These moments add to the film's bloated runtime and sometimes detract from the emotional core. That said, I did find it touching how the film includes tributes to several original cast members who've passed away. These scenes are handled with genuine affection and Sandler's sentimental side shines through.

Clocking in at nearly two hours, the film definitely runs about 15-20 minutes too long. A tighter edit might have helped focus the narrative and trim down the overwhelming number of callbacks and cameo appearances. There are more than a few moments where it feels like Happy Gilmore 2 could have been subtitled "Nostalgia Bait: The Movie". If you're not already attached to the original film, much of this sequel might fall flat for you.

The movie starts slow and includes an awkward sequence where Happy plays with a trio of amateur golfers (including a strange cameo by Margaret Qualley) that didn't really work for me. But to the film's credit, it picks up after that.

In terms of comedy, the film is uneven. There are a few genuine giggle moments and I did smile at some of the more absurd scenes. But overall, the humour feels inconsistent. The writing leans on tired jokes -- some of which are outdated -- and the punchlines often fall short. That's the film's biggest weakness. For a comedy, the jokes should be the strongest part. Here, they're hit or miss (mostly miss).

Still, I can't say I regret watching it. It has just enough heart, a few strong performances and a sense of fun that prevents it from being a total misfire. I just don't think I'll revisit it the way I still occasionally do with the original.

In the end, Happy Gilmore 2 is a serviceable sequel that hits some decent shots but never quite finds its groove. If the script had been more focused, the runtime shorter and the humour sharper, this could have been a much more triumphant return. Instead, it's a mildly entertaining follow-up that survives on charm and nostalgia, but won't win any majors.


	Happy Gilmore 2

	Starring Adam Sandler, Christopher McDonald, Benny Safdie

	Directed by Kyle Newacheck

	Now streaming on Netflix
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									Royal Project fair brings premium goods to CentralWorld

									
								

									The much-anticipated "Royal Project 56" fair brings more than 3,000 premium products from the mountains to shoppers in Bangkok, at all zones across CentralWorld, Ratchadamri Road, from today until Aug 12.
									Held under the theme "Farm To City: Farmtime Stories - The Benevolence From The Sky To The City, the event presents four exhibitions to pay tribute to HM the King, president of the Royal Project Foundation, and to commemorate the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej the Great, founder of the Foundation.

This year's highlight products include sweet fantasy sticky corn, seeded grapes in three colours, Portobello mushrooms, Royal Project natural mineral water and goat's milk Greek yoghurt. They are available alongside over 100 new items such as green cherry tomatoes, fresh sweet peppers, red guava, plum blossom honey, Assam oolong tea, Doi Inthanon coffee capsules, quinoa honey granola and Edelweiss sunscreen, at the "Royal Project Marche" at Eden Zone, 1st floor.

Presented for the first time this year are 12 ready-to-cook signature dishes available in convenient sets to take home. They are exclusively crafted by chef Toey (Saharat Tangthai), winner of MasterChef The Professionals Thailand and chef R (Teerapat Teeyasoontranon), winner of The Next Iron Chef Season 2.

[image: Central Pattana]

The same floor will see the "Royal Project Afternoon Tea" at Central Court, featuring delightful treats such as purple gem dessert, Japanese pumpkin coffee creme brulee, avocado green curry tart, two-tone sweet corn pie and rosebud tea.

Then, follow the journey of Father's coffee from the mountains to sustainable urban economies at the "Royal Project Ice Cream Parlour & Cafe" at Dazzle Zone where award-winning barista brews like cape gooseberry cold brew, avocado affogato, berry matcha fizz, and ume matcha soda are available. This is also another chance to indulge in Royal Project's signature ice cream and soft serve of various flavours.

On the 2nd floor, the "Royal Project Kitchen" is serving signature dishes from restaurants under the Royal Project Kitchen, while many royally-initiated projects will also bring quality products.

Also, many restaurants are offering special dishes made from Royal Project ingredients. They include Ginger Farm Kitchen, Hua Seng Hong, Sousaku, Beans Coffee Roaster and Hokkaido Ramen Santouka.

Visit facebook.com/Centralworld.

[image: photos courtesy of Central Pattana]
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									Cross-cultural mooncakes

									Three Singapore chefs launch Mid-Autumn Festival cakes in Thailand with Asia's Best Pastry Chef 2025
								

									The Mid-Autumn Festival is tied to the traditions of the autumn harvest, when cakes were made as offerings to the Moon.
									Mooncakes have different symbolic meanings across various the Asian countries, where their flavours and forms differ, shaped by local ingredients, climate and culinary heritage. For the first time, three Singapore chefs have collaborated with Asia's Best Pastry Chef 2025, Dej Kewkacha of Kyo Roll En, to launch a limited-edition mooncake collection in Thailand.

The one-of-a-kind collab brings together the culinary expertise of the Singaporean-Chinese chefs with Michelin-starred restaurants to deliver Thai, Chinese, Japanese and Singaporean flavours.

[image: Chef Jason Tan. photos courtesy of Kyo Roll En]
Chef Jason Tan. (Photos courtesy of Kyo Roll En)



Chef Jason Tan of Euphoria

Renowned for his "gastro-botanica" cuisine that highlights botanical elements in French sauces, chef Tan has chosen to make a quintessential Singaporean-flavoured mooncake.

Kaya Toast is inspired by Singapore's iconic snack and features a kaya custard filling with a touch of salted peanut butter.

"I am always open to interesting collaborations and I know Kyo Roll En and chef Dej has being doing mooncakes for years. This is my first time creating and making a mooncake. My mooncake flavour is inspired by my childhood breakfast. I used to like eating bread with kaya and butter, which is traditionally Singaporean. However, I used to add peanut butter, too, for the savouriness.

"I liked this combination so much that when I was at Corner House [the chef's previous restaurant], I used to have a dessert called 'My interpretation of childhood breakfast' on the menu. I created a dessert called 'Peanut Butter Kaya'. Naturally, for this mooncake collaboration, I thought of these flavour combinations. The filling is kaya and there is a thin peanut butter fritter centre. The pastry is made of brown sugar.

"I don't think people usually associate peanut butter and kaya because it's usually just kaya and butter. As a child, a sweet breakfast did not really appeal to me, I wanted something sweet and savoury.

"Dej created the prototype and got someone to deliver it to Singapore for me to taste and make sure it's how I wanted the mooncake to be. It went back and forth for a while before we achieved the exact flavour and consistency of the mooncake."

[image: Chef LG Han. photos courtesy of Kyo Roll En]
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Chef LG Han of Labyrinth

The first Singapore restaurant to be awarded a Michelin star for modern cuisine, Labyrinth's chef LG, as he is affectionately known, is renowned for his innovative exploration of Singapore's culinary heritage. Mooncakes aren't left behind either, though with an interesting twist.

"Doing a Singaporean flavour-inspired mooncake was quite natural to me, the culinary philosophy of how I came up with the idea of the flavours is the same as how I create the menu at Labyrinth.

"Being 100% Singaporean, but being half Thai, I wanted to do something that I love and also has crossroads with Thailand. So I chose orh nee, the Teochew yam paste dessert. In Singapore, we cook the yam paste with sugar, coconut cream and ginkgo nuts. I really enjoy eating this at the end of a Chinese meal.

"I discovered through my discussions with Dej that there's a Thai version, which has a similar base -- the yam paste -- cooked over fire with water and sugar and ginkgo nuts, which is similar. The difference is that Thais also add water chestnut, salted egg yolk sauce and goji berries. I thought it might be the perfect flavour to introduce to the Thai market, considering the similarity or familiarity.

"Getting the balance right was a bit difficult since there is a lot going on in one mooncake. I gave Dej a traditional recipe and we had a back and forth of three to four prototypes before deciding on one. I was quite surprised the flavours didn't overpower each other. The key was the consistency of the yam paste.

"I am at an age where I don't like my desserts to be overly sweet and I prefer it to be more natural, which also fits into Dej's dessert philosophy. I wanted to keep that ethos of who Dej is as a chef and who I am as a chef."

[image: Chef Zor Tan. photos courtesy of Kyo Roll En]
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Chef Zor Tan of Born

Known for his skilful blend of French and Chinese techniques for a unique East-meets-West fine dining experience, chef Tan's flavour is sweet potato and oolong tea.

A refined blend of Japanese satsuma imo, or sweet potato, and rich Chinese oolong tea, are flavours derived from the chef's signature dessert at the Michelin-starred Born.

"The dessert at Born has Japanese sweet potato, different textured sweet potato, an oolong Chantilly and sea salt ice cream. I wanted to make a mooncake of these flavours that connect to me and to Born," said chef Tan.

"As a child, I loved sweet potato, my mum always cooked it with rock sugar. Mooncakes always have three layers, the crust, the filling and the inner filling. My crust is potato and oolong, then oolong tea and the inner filling is baked sweet potato."

[image: Chef Dej Kewkacha. photos courtesy of Kyo Roll En]
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Chef Dej Kewkacha of Kyo Roll En

Asia's Best Pastry Chef 2025, chef Dej's mooncake this year will be a Yuzu Lava, which has the aromatic yuzu from Kochi in Japan, and when warmed, presents molten "lava".

"This year, the highlight for me is the mooncake crust, which while you're eating it will taste more like cake and less like a mooncake," said chef Dej.

The limited-edition mooncakes are packaged in a handbag-style gift box with a bamboo-shaped handle, wrapped in traditional Singaporean batik fabric, a national textile pattern symbolising joy and friendship. The box is refined with intricate laser-cut detailing that frames illustrated scenes inspired by the Mid-Autumn Festival. With each box comes premium yuzu Sencha tea from Kyoto, Japan, infused with yuzu peel, a perfect pairing for the mooncakes.

[image: The one-of-a-kind mooncake collab brings together the culinary expertise of three Singaporean-Chinese chefs to deliver Thai, Chinese, Japanese and Singaporean flavours. photos courtesy of Kyo Roll En]
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Traditional mooncakes

Chef Dej is also offering a traditional Cantonese mooncakes, apart from the limited-edition mooncakes.

"For these, we use millennia-old recipes of classic flavours that can be kept for a longer period [max 60 days] at room temperature," he said.

The flavours are Cookie Crust, which is Thailand's first ever crispy cookie-crusted mooncake filled with almond and cheese; Pistachio Lava, buttery pistachios with flavour notes reminiscent of the viral Dubai chocolate; Lava Custard, which is a traditional Cantonese style with oozing salted egg yolk; and the Thai favourite, Durian Lava, where Monthong durian is used for the filling.

Presented in two sizes, the eight-piece is a two-tier jewellery box with a clear acrylic lid and includes two pieces per flavour. The four-piece comes in a chic, handbag-style hard paper box, adorned with illustrations of a Full Moon and rabbits, longstanding symbols of abundance and prosperity in the Mid-Autumn tradition.

The mooncakes are open for orders with delivery beginning from Aug 25 to Oct 12.

[image: The limited-edition mooncakes are packaged in a stylish handbag-style gift box with a bamboo-shaped handle, wrapped in traditional Singaporean batik fabric. photos courtesy of Kyo Roll En]
The limited-edition mooncakes are packaged in a stylish handbag-style gift box with a bamboo-shaped handle, wrapped in traditional Singaporean batik fabric. 
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									A fresh era in  French gastronomy

									Chef Anne-Sophie Pic on her arrival at Le Normandie Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok
								

									It is not really news that the only female chef in the world with the most Michelin-starred restaurants, a total of 10, will be joining Bangkok's culinary scene at Le Normandie, Mandarin Oriental.
									In an exclusive with the Bangkok Post, chef Anne-Sophie Pic talks about Le Normandie's new chapter, which the restaurant embarks on in September.

Celebrated for her bold vision and avant-garde approach to French gastronomy, chef Pic's philosophy is a creative process she calls "Suffusion".

"This approach, starting with an aromatic framework, brings together various techniques and preparations that reveal and create a dialogue between the ingredients. I like to think of tasting as a non-linear experience and offer our diners a sequence of flavours that unfold throughout the tasting," she says.

"I believe that cuisine is a universal language, a space where cultures meet. Opening a new chapter at Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok, an iconic institution that embodies elegance and refinement, is an adventure that excites me. I look forward to creating an experience where French gastronomy engages in a dialogue with the vibrant energy of Thai culture.

"The restaurant Anne-Sophie Pic at Le Normandie marks our first collaboration with the Mandarin Oriental, born from the trust placed in us by Laurent Kleitman and Mandarin Oriental. I aspire to offer Le Normandie, an emblem of French gastronomy in Bangkok, a true tribute to its history through a unique culinary experience. I was honoured to discover Le Normandie in 1998 while cooking during a gastronomic week and I'm excited to present an experience where French cuisine resonates with the vibrant energy of Thai culture.

[image: Computer renderings of Anne-Sophie Pic at Le Normandie, which opens next month. Mandarin Oriental Bangkok]
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"Some of my signature dishes, like the Berlingots, will be presented with smoked Camembert, saffron, chamomile and tomato as key elements. Then, there's the lobster dashi with red fruits, a reinterpretation that reflects both French and Asian cuisines."

The Berlingots is a dish the chef imagined "as a bridge between my roots, local produce and distant influences that inspire me". The signature dish changes depending on which country her restaurants are based in. The consistent feature is the tetrahedral shape, inspired by Berlingots de Carpentra fruit candies from Vaucluse, Provence, said to have been created by a cook for Pope Clement V in the 14th century. Its name, "Berlingot", is said to be derived from the Pope's given name, Bertrand de Got.

The chef de cuisine at Anne-Sophie Pic at Le Normandie will be Tamaki Kobayashi.

"She began as an intern at my restaurant Pic in Valence and steadily rose through the ranks to become my head chef at my three-Michelin-star establishment. Tamaki embodies rigour, attention to detail and precision -- qualities essential for leading a team with discipline and harmony. Her talent and passion for gastronomy shine through every dish. Our collaboration, which has lasted nearly 14 years, now takes on full meaning in this new shared challenge," says chef Pic.

Anne-Sophie Pic at Le Normandie will offer different options: an a la carte menu, a lunch menu -- with a selection of starters, mains and desserts -- designed for a lighter, more refined experience, and of course, a tasting menu to fully immerse in the essence of the experience.

[image: ABOVE  Chef Pic and chef de cuisine Tamaki Kobayashi. rafaele boyadjian]
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No stranger to Asia, chef Pic first explored the continent at the age of 21.

"During my travels in Asia, I had the privilege of discovering Thailand, where I was struck by the complexity of its aromas, the diversity of its ingredients and the generosity of its cuisine. When creating the menu for Le Normandie, I naturally drew inspiration from these powerful memories. Signature ingredients that I like cooking with, such as galangal, kaffir lime and green curry, will flavour my creations, always with a spirit of respect and balance of flavours.

"Thai cuisine is distinguished by its intense flavours. It is this dialogue between the richness of French cuisine and Thai influence that I wish to bring to life in every dish. As an example, langoustines are accompanied by a broth crafted from my interpretation of green curry."

Her signature lobster dish is inspired by her travels in Japan, where chef Pic spent six months. Her must-do in any new country is visit the local markets and restaurants to deepen her understanding of local dining habits and familiarise herself with the produce available.

"Meeting local producers and artisans provides a valuable immersion and allows me to explore new products and textures. It broadens my sensory palette and inspires me greatly. All these discoveries fuel my thinking as I strive to create a cuisine that reflects who I am while paying tribute to Thai culture in all its vibrant and authentic richness. I look forward to rediscovering the markets, producers, ingredients and flavours during my visit, and the opening of the restaurant in September," says chef Pic.

[image: Chef Pic's signature Berlingots. rafaele boyadjian]
Chef Pic's signature Berlingots.



Her culinary philosophy is also the name of her latest cookbook, in which the art of perfume-making relates with cooking.

"The art of perfumery and the art of gastronomy share the same sensory language. Just as a perfumer composes fragrances, I create my culinary creations around aromatic frameworks. There is a strong element of olfactory memory in my cooking. I often work with infusions, distillation or fermentation to capture the subtlety and complexity of an ingredient, often plant- or flower-based," explains chef Pic.

"Early in my career, I became fascinated by perfumery and discovered enfleurage -- a cold infusion technique known for its faithful preservation of flavours. I truly believe in the cross-fertilisation between different fields. My friendship with perfumer Francis Kurkdjian continually inspires me and is a sincere source of mutual enrichment."

As one of the world's most lauded female chefs, overseeing five restaurants across four countries [making Anne-Sophie Pic at Le Normandie her sixth], quality control is of the utmost importance.

[image: Chef Anne-Sophie Pic. Photo Courtesy of ANNE_EMMANUELLE THION]
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"I regularly visit each of my restaurants. It's essential for me to immerse myself in the daily lives of the teams, maintain a strong connection with them and also to understand local trends, taste and refine my cuisine," says chef Pic.

"Travelling the world through its flavours is a real pleasure. It allows me to envision a unique identity for each of my restaurants, one that resonates with its environment. When it comes to creativity, Valence in France, remains the beating heart of our house. All the chefs from my restaurants around the world come there several times a year to the Pic Lab, my creative laboratory. Together, we develop dishes, test, exchange ideas and refine. It is an essential place for research, but also for passing on and sharing the DNA of my cuisine."

With a fully reimagined space and an inspired new design, envisioned in partnership with designers Humbert & Poyet, Anne-Sophie Pic at Le Normandie will blend heritage with modernity, preserving the elegance of its past while ushering in a fresh era of contemporary French cuisine.

[image: Renderings of Anne-Sophie Pic at Le Normandie, which opens next month. Mandarin Oriental Bangkok]
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									New taste tinglers for your palate

									The arrival of new F&B offerings in Bangkok
								

									Bangkok is a city that never sleeps, at least in the food and beverage department. Blink and you'll miss another new restaurant opening or a drink launch. Guru By Bangkok Post is making sure that even if you blink, you don't miss out on the new taste tinglers that are worth mentioning.
									Riva del Fiume

Un Viaggio -- a seasonal tasting menu by Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok executive chef Andrea Accordi at Riva Del Fiume is one of those gems that perhaps isn't well known, but deserves all the praise it can get. 

[image: ]

The menu is the chef's perspective, rooted in Italian tradition, guided by the ingredients available at their peak. The choices are between four or seven courses, which offer a thoughtful progression of flavours and textures. The Tonno tonnato has Akami tuna tartare comes with Kristal caviar, bergamot and tonnato sauce.

[image: ]

Though it's the Calamari that is the chef's favourite. "I love this dish because there's an inspiration behind it. First of all, sustainability. This is Japanese squid and we use everything, including the bone. We slice the calamari very thin, and then just cook it on the flame of the charcoal, not on the charcoal. With the ink and the liver, we make a green sauce. I call it 'the Italian curry' because it is made the same way as a Thai curry but with Western herbs. It even has Italian 'fish sauce', which is colatura di alici, made with anchovies from Cetera, Campania," explains chef Accordi.

A highlight of the meal is the bread. "The Rosetta is traditional bread from Modena. It is made with polenta and potato. Though the classic Rosetta is white, I've used my own recipe for this one, which is with polenta from Veneto, where I am from, and potato; an inspiration from Puglia, where they make focaccia with potato," says chef Accordi. 

[image: ]

There is also marinated Hokkaido scallops with fig leaf oil and handmade Agnolotti filled with tender veal ossobuco. And the star of the show is Mayura Station M9 oyster blade beef, which is charcoal-grilled and served with girolles and Tropea spring onions.

Not to be left behind is executive pastry chef Andrea Bonaffini's artistic vanilla Panna cotta with Bronte pistachios, figs and strawberry sorbet.  



Kao Piak Sen

"Food of migrants" reads a tagline at the entrance of Kao Piak Sen's newest branch at Ekkamai Corner and delivers this it does!

[image: ]

Kao Piak Sen offers the recipes of a Thai-Vietnamese family on a plate or in a bowl, depending on your order. The signature here is a bowl of chewy, handmade rice noodles in an aromatic, slow-simmered broth prepared daily using a family recipe passed down since 1978, and yes, you've probably guessed the quintessential Vietnamese dish -- pho.

[image: ]

Founded by a Vietnamese-Thai family in Udon Thani, a city known for its fusion of Vietnamese and Isan culinary cultures, Kao Piak Sen has grown from a modest street stall offering more than 50 dishes across all branches. At each one, the emphasis is on fresh ingredients, springy noodles and deliciousness. Favourites include Pak mor yuan (Vietnamese rice rolls), Nam nueang (grilled pork skewers) and Banh Xeo (crispy Vietnamese savoury pancakes).

[image: ]

The Ekamai branch also introduces "Fresh Bread & Brew", a grab-and-go counter, where you can get a freshly-baked pastry with the signature dessert-like Hanoi egg coffee, or a Banh mi with a twist. Other signature dishes include the namesake Kao piak sen and Khanom bueang yuan or Vietnamese savoury pancakes. Ekamai-exclusive specials include Pho haeng or a dry version of pho served with premium meat options like Kurobuta pork or Wagyu beef; a Banh mi panini with grilled shrimp and avocado; and the Avococo, an ice cream made with avocado, coconut and honey.

[image: ]

You don't even have to "come down to earth", because Ekamai Corner is connected directly to BTS Ekamai. Fast track to Vietnamese food heaven.  



Jaras Hua Hin

While most foodies will connect the name Jaras to InterContinental Phuket Resort, the flagship isn't left behind. Jaras Hua Hin opened its doors at InterContinental Hua Hin Resort with the unveiling of "The Feast Of Art" by Jaras Hua Hin

[image: ]

"The Feast Of Art by Jaras Hua Hin" is an immersive expression of Thai culinary innovation and cultural storytelling and it marked the debut of the Thai restaurant's seasonal menu, co-created by chef Chumpol Jangprai, founder of Thai Cuisine Academy, and chef Pantit "Et" Jindajitawat, the resident head chef. The journey unfolds through the five senses, blending local art featuring works by Tawee Kesangam, co-founder of Hua Hin Artists Village, with soulful rhythm and refined  cuisine.

[image: ]

At Jaras, the menu whispers stories of morning-foraged herbs, wildflowers, freshly caught seafood, and artisanal ingredients -- aged, smoked and folded into broths that carry generations of wisdom. From the silky and delicate savoury Thai pancake with Hua Hin caviar, to organic pumpkin herbal soup with Hua Hin rock lobster, Thai Angus cassia leaf curry, the freshlycaught Hua Hin tiger prawn red curry and hand-crafted desserts -- each dish invites diners to taste the land and sea through a vibrant dimension of flavours.

[image: ]

"Charcoal, fermentation and fire meet elegance, balance, and harmony. The result is more than nourishment -- it's meaning, memory, and the soul of Thai cuisine reimagined. This is a meal that speaks not only to the palate, but also to the place -- and to the people behind it," says chef Chumpol. 

[image: ]

Every element of the menu is anchored in purpose and in place. From mountain spring to coastal tide, each ingredient carries with it the soul of the region and the hands that shaped it. The chefs' vision comes to life through the delicate work of local artisans, farmers and distillers whose passion echoes in every bite and pour. "The spirit of our cuisine lives in the land and the people who tend it," says Chef Et. "We don't just work with local producers, we honour them. They bring their craft to our kitchen every day, and we carry their passion into every dish we serve."

The Four-Hands menu will be available at Jaras Hua Hin until the end of the year. The collaboration is an experience rooted in craft, seasonality and soulful Thai flavours, the experience offers limited seating and requires advance reservation.



Cloud 36

Cloud 36 is the new rooftop bar at Chatrium Hotel Riverside Bangkok. 

[image: ]

Located high above the Chao Phraya River, Cloud 36 offers 360deg panoramic views with a stunning sunset backdrop, making it a destination for celebration and connection. With its signature "Spirits Of The Orient" concept, Cloud 36 serves handcrafted cocktails that highlight local Asian ingredients, creating a unique fusion of taste and atmosphere.

Expect special guest DJs to themed events under the stars, as Cloud 36 is just getting started.



The Shed

The Shed, a new multi-outlet food and lifestyle destination nestled in Sukhumvit 26, recently opened and is the latest project by the Rongros Dining Group.

[image: ]

More than a dining space, The Shed is designed to be a community hub. A place to eat, drink and gather from brunch through to the night. Familiar favourites such as Horsamut (coastal Thai cuisine) and Bimbo (wood-fired Mediterranean kitchen) are joined by exciting new concepts: Bou Bou, an alfresco cocktail lounge inspired by fermentation and desert botanicals; Casabon, a laid-back diner with a fresh take on Pacific Rim flavours; The Shed Cellar, a cozy wine corner offering a curated list of approachable bottles and wines by the glass (let's be honest, we all need affordable right now); and The Shed Bakelab, a daily bakehouse producing sourdough loaves and buttery croissants.
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Horsamut's coastal Thai menu brings back signature favourites from its riverside home, while expanding into deeper waters. From seafood-forward plates to bold herbaceous broths and charcoal-grilled specialties, it's a tribute to tradition with a touch of daring. Bimbo Pizza & Josper is a Mediterranean pizzeria, offering flame-kissed meats and pizza baked in the iconic Moretti Neapolis oven. The steaks and mains are grilled over live charcoal in a Josper, while the pizzas are fired at extreme heat in the Neapolis. Leading the kitchen is executive chef Enzo Dileo.



Bangkok Trading Post

Bangkok Trading Post at 137 Pillars Suites & Residences Bangkok has unveiled a revitalised concept that captures the spirit of refined yet relaxed all-day dining.
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The all-day dining spot offers a seamless experience from sunrise to evening with creative Western classics, specialty coffee, homemade baked goods and new to the offering, elegant dinner plates, signature cocktails and a curated selection of fine beverages.
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Think English breakfast, Smoked salmon eggs Benedict on a croissant, Honeyed hamper sandwich, Beef Bolognese, Crab fettuccine, Pizza Patatosa, Rib eye steak served with Yorkshire pudding, Passionfruit vanilla creme brulee and Baba' al rum.

The best thing about the urban oasis -- a pet-friendly garden!



Coba

Chef Olivier Limousin has officially taken over Coba's kitchen.

This is not the old Coba with a new chef. This is a completely new Coba, a modern dining destination where casual meets fine and every detail serves the bigger picture. This is not just a shift, it's a transformation.

[image: ]

Coba, known for its fusion of Latin American and Mediterranean flavours paired with nightly shows and entertainment, has entered a bold new era. At the helm is chef Olivier Limousin, who is bringing a fresh and focused culinary identity.

Coba now offers refined French-Mediterranean cuisine that's expressive, seasonal and ingredient-driven. The open kitchen hums with quiet energy, the bar still pulses with warmth, but the vibe is now more intimate, more thoughtful, more grounded in the joy of sharing exceptional food and wine.



Nobu Bangkok

Nobu Bangkok at EA Rooftop at The Empire has launched a Sunday Brunch on the first Sunday of each month until September.

[image: ]

The brunch features an array of artistic and innovative plates with live stations, tableside service, signature recipes, desserts and more. Begin with Nobu Shuko or a selection of signature appetisers presented at the table. Then head for the Nobu Cold Station where a spread of cold starters awaits. Think sashimi, nigiri and maki rolls, alongside fresh seafood, crispy rice bites and Nobu's signature tacos. Seasonal salads and chilled soba noodles are also on offer.
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The main course is a choice of one dish of a selection of quite a few. Highlights include Rock shrimp, Creamy spicy, soft-shell crab, Sea bass tempura, Shrimp quinoa yuzu truffle, Scallop yuzu crust, Squid pasta and Shrimp spicy garlic. Meat lovers can savour Wagyu short rib or Umami chicken, while vegetarian options are also available. There is also a dessert station to indulge in.  



K by Vicky Cheng

The contemporary Chinese dining destination at EA, The Empire Tower, has unveiled a choice of new tasting menus that showcase the restaurant's iconic dishes.
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Speciality Chinese produce, and fresh seasonal herbs and vegetables craft modern yet traditional Cantonese and Chiu Chow flavours, inspired by the legend of the "kilin" -- the mythological flying creature that represents the flow of life and the bounty of a successful harvest.

[image: ]

A choice of 11- and 12-course Tasting Menus are on offer, each with highly-prized Chinese and global delicacies, including the finest fresh and dried seafood. The 11-course "Signature Tasting Menu" is for two and offers a selection of K by Vicky Cheng's most distinctive and indulgent signature dishes, such as River prawns with Chinese olive leaf and garlic; Char siu barbecued Iberico pork and Wok-fried Wagyu beef flat noodles.
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The 12-course "Premium Tasting Menu", also for two, offers seafood dishes like Smoked and marinated egg with Oscietra caviar; Cantaloupe conch soup with fish maw; Steamed Glacier 51 toothfish with soy sauce; and the 20-head South African Kippin dried abalone in five-year abalone sauce. Both of these menus end with the auspicious dessert of double-boiled bird's nest with chilled coconut milk.



Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok

Discover a curated collection of experiences, featuring distinctive culinary journeys and festivities that embody the vibrant spirit of summer.
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"An Italian Summer" at Salvia is where chef Gabriele Olivieri presents seasonal specials. Showcasing ingredients and traditional techniques, the menu offers a variety of antipasti, pasta, secondi and desserts designed to delight throughout the season. Highlights include Pizzetta fritta, Pizza Coppa e fiche, Risotto ai gamberi e ortica and Ravioli di ricotta e spinaci. Salvia also offers a three-course Pranzo Lunch Set.
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The Dining Room pays homage to Asia's street food culture by bringing together hawker fare from across the region. Live cooking stations offer ordinary everyday dishes like Hong Kong's BBQ trio of crispy pork, char siu and roasted duck; Singapore black pepper crab; and Vietnamese fried spring rolls. These are part of the lunch and dinner buffets. 
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The key to a great Thai curry lies in its "curry paste", which the chefs at Erawan Tea Room prepare fresh every morning. Diners can indulge in a taste of Thailand, including Beef tongue Panang curry, Southern Thai curry with pork ribs, Fish curry with morning glory and Beef curry.

You & Mee invites diners to experience Thailand's vibrant noodle culture. Highlights are Kuay tiew kua gai; Sen mee phad krached goong; Phad mee Korat moo krob; and Phad keemao shianghai talay.



IHG Hotels & Resorts

Brunch lovers are in for a treat as IHG Hotels & Resorts turned up the heat at Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok's Stock.Room. The "Sizzling Summer Brunch" a culinary celebration highlighting flavours from nine of IHG's restaurants across Southeast Asia, will be held till Aug 31, each Sunday.

[image: ]

Gather for a social dining experience like no other, featuring live kitchens, global flavours and interactive elements. From Thailand to China, South America to the Middle East and Spain, embark on a gastronomic voyage with dishes crafted by chefs representing Bar.Yard - Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok, Makase - Hotel Indigo Bali Seminyak Beach, Marina Kitchen - InterContinental Halong Bay Resort, Sazon Bali - Regent Bali Canggu, Char - Hotel Indigo Bangkok Wireless Road, Bangkok'78 - Sindhorn Midtown Hotel Bangkok, SoCal - InterContinental Bangkok, Hong's Chinese Restaurant - InterContinental Chiang Mai The Mae Ping and Rogues Bar - InterContinental Bangkok Sukhumvit. 
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The brunch forms part of IHG's "Sizzling Summer Fest", a nationwide campaign that runs until Aug 31, packed with perks, flavours and family moments.
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									Patriotism and pixels: billboard firm salutes Thai flag

									Plan B Media flies the tricolour on thousands of LED screens and in Times Square
								

									Plan B Media has drawn social media praise for displaying the Thai national flag on its 19,775 digital screens nationwide at 8am and 6pm daily, and at an iconic location in Times Square in New York City.
									SET-listed Plan B took to Facebook on Wednesday to invite Thais to express their patriotism, allowing the flag to wave across the nation and unite citizens under the hashtags #TruthFromThailand and #aithyniiraksngbaetthuengrbaimkhlaad.

The tricolour flag can also be seen in Times Square, paying tribute to soldiers who fought and died during the recent border conflict with Cambodia. 

[image: Thai flag displayed in front of Siam Center. (Photo: Plan B Media)]
Thai flags displayed in front of Siam Center in Bangkok. (Photo: Plan B Media)



[image: Thai flag displayed at Lumpini area. (Photo: Plan B Media)]
The tricolour on view along Rama IV Road in Bangkok. (Photo: Plan B Media)



The campaign was the brainchild of Plan B chief executive Palin Lojanagosin, according to Chuwit Kamolvisit, a former massage parlour tycoon turned politician and now an anti-corruption crusader.

Mr Chuwit praised the businessman's patriotism, noting that a spot on a Times Square LED screen costs the equivalent of 3 million baht monthly. That buys an advertiser one minute per hour to display their message.

He emphasised the importance of communicating truth to the world at a time when regional tensions have been running high, along with misinformation about the causes.

Plan B Media operates Thailand's largest out-of-home media network, with digital screens at key locations from billboards and LED displays on main roads to transport stations and airports.

[image: Thai flag displayed at Time Square, written #TruthFromThailand. (Photo: Plan B Media)]
Thailand sends a message from one of the most famous locations in the world, Times Square in New York City. (Photo: Plan B Media)
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									Grilled fish specialist

									Kayaki highlights yakizakana at Yard 49
								

									Located in Yard 49, Kayaki is a new Japanese restaurant specialised in yakizakana, or the grilled fish department in Japanese cuisine. 
									[image: ]

It is by three sibling restaurateurs Panitan "Benz", Paniti "Boat" and Pavitra "Plane" Kobkulsuwan, who are also behind temaki specialist Kanori and brunch joint Kay's, so diners (with big wallets) are in for a treat here.  

[image: ]

Kayaki's wooden facade looks minimal yet stands out among the green surroundings. Behind the sliding doors, you have either dining booths or bars to choose from with a full garden view through floor-to-ceiling glass windows.

[image: ]

[image: ]

Choose from three pre-selected sets of six to eight items, featuring sashimi-grade red dish, white fish and other seafood. Of course, these fruits of the sea are all flown in from Japan. Regardless of where you sit or what set you choose, each dish will be prepared, served and explained before your eyes.  

[image: ]

As a prelude to your set, you'll be served with a simple iceberg lettuce and a miso soup to warm up your appetite. Hold off on your rice served in a small wooden bucket and the condiments -- stir-fried leek, yuzu-infused ponzu and freshly grated wasabi with lime -- until the main event starts.

[image: ]

Your personal cook will be advising you on how to savour each piece the optimum way along the way. The top-tier eponymous set starts with chutoro for a melt-in-your-mouth sensation. Hotate, the second bite, is grilled just right, remaining plump and sweet. Toro bomb is served next, featuring chutoro, uni and ikura on a bed of rice. Delicious and decadent. Mind you, Toro bomb can be ordered only if you choose the top two sets, and it costs extra on top of the price you already paid for the set.

[image: ]

Prized delicacies aka ebi (red shrimp), kinmedai (the big-eyed red snapper) and ika (squid) are served bite-sized before the set ends with Otoro suki, which is bluefin tuna belly paired with yolk for a very savoury finish. 

Don't walk in willy-nilly. It's wise to call to check in advance.  
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